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Letter A  

abandon AC /əˈbændən/ verb  1. to leave someone or something 

completelyNOUNSabandon a car/ship The thieves abandoned the car when it ran out 
of fuel. | The captain gave the order to abandon ship.abandon a building We had 
to abandon the building when the roof began to collapse.abandon a 

child/family The child was found abandoned outside a hospital. | He abandoned his 
family and went to live with another woman.ADVERBSquickly/hastily abandon 
sb/sth They had to hastily abandon the ship when it started sinking.largely/virtually 

abandon sb/sth (=almost completely) Her family had largely abandoned her, and she 
only saw her son occasionally.temporarily abandon sb/sth (=for a short 
time) Residents were forced to temporarily abandon their homes due to a flood 

warning.VERBSbe forced to abandon sth Guests were forced to abandon the hotel 
because of the fire.have to abandon sth The soldiers had to abandon the tanks which 
had become bogged down in the mud.PHRASESabandon sb to their fate (=leave 

someone in a bad situation with no one to help them) The wounded soldier had 
been abandoned to his fate.2. to decide not to do something because you are unlikely 
to succeedNOUNSabandon an attempt/effort Poor weather forced them 

to abandon their attempt to climb the mountain.abandon a search When night fell, 
the police decided to abandon their search for the missing boy.abandon a 
plan/policy Because of the rain, we abandoned our plan to go for a walk. | The 

government was forced to abandon its economic policies.abandon a project The 
research project had to be abandoned due to a lack of funds.abandon an 
idea Helen abandoned the idea of becoming a doctor, and studied law 

instead.abandon a decision He showed no sign of abandoning his decision to earn a 
living as a writer.abandon your principles The party was accused 
of abandoning its principles in order to win votes.abandon hope She never abandoned 

hope of seeing him again.ADVERBSabandon sth 
altogether/completely/totally They abandoned their plans to start up a 
business altogether.largely/virtually abandon sth (=almost completely) She 

appeared in a few films in the 1990s, but has largely abandoned her acting 
career.finally/eventually abandon sth The police finally abandoned their hunt for the 
man when all sign of him had disappeared.never abandon sth He never 

abandoned his ambition to rule the country.temporarily abandon sth (=for a short 
time) The rescue attempt was temporarily abandoned until the weather 
improved.VERBSbe forced to abandon sth Severe storms forced them to abandon the 

expedition.have to abandon sth He had to abandon the idea of travelling to Italy on 
account of his ill health.PHRASESabandon sth in favour of sth else (=use something 

else instead) The original plan was abandoned in favour of a cheaper one. 
 

abbreviation /əˌbriːviˈeɪʃən/ noun  a group of letters used as a short way of 

saying or writing a word or group of wordsVERBSuse an abbreviation People 

often use the abbreviation ‘US’ instead of saying the ‘United States’.ADJECTIVESa 
written abbreviation 'BTW' is a written abbreviation which means ‘by the way’.a 
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common abbreviation At the back of the book there is a list of common 

abbreviations used in English.the standard abbreviation The standard 
abbreviation for ‘for example’ is 'e.g.'.PREPOSITIONSthe abbreviation for/of sth ‘PC’ 

is the abbreviation for ‘personal computer’. | ‘Dr’ is the abbreviation 
of ‘Doctor’.PHRASESan abbreviation is short for sth The abbreviation ‘WHO’ is short 
for ‘World Health Organization’.an abbreviation stands for 

sth The abbreviation ‘mph’ stands for ‘miles per hour’. 
 

 

ability /əˈbɪləti, əˈbɪlɪti/ noun  someone’s level of skill at doing 

somethingADJECTIVESgreat/considerable ability He was a young man of great 

ability. | These drawings required considerable ability on the part of the 
artist.remarkable/outstanding/exceptional ability a writer of remarkable 
ability | The company aims to select people of outstanding ability. | his exceptional 

ability as a swimmerhigh/low/average ability a group of low ability pupils | Many of 
these students are of above average ability. | Children of high ability demand more 
absorbing tasks.mixed ability (=with students who have different levels of ability) It 

can be difficult to teach a mixed ability class.natural ability also innate 
ability formal (=one that you are born with) The human body has a natural ability to 
fight infection. | Babies have an innate ability to do simple maths.physical/athletic 

ability He has considerable athletic ability.mental ability The exercises are supposed 
to help you improve your mental ability.intellectual/academic ability No one doubts 

his intellectual abilities. | A degree is evidence of your academic ability in a particular 
subject area.mathematical ability These students have a higher level of mathematical 
ability.artistic/creative/musical ability You do not need to have any artistic 

ability to do the course. | Johann showed great musical ability at an early age.acting 
ability Her acting abilities were obvious straightaway.verbal/linguistic 
ability (=language skills) The test is intended to measure the children’s linguistic 

ability.an uncanny ability (=one that is unusual and difficult to explain) He has 
an uncanny ability for spotting investment opportunities.a unique/rare ability The 
princess showed a unique ability to relate to ordinary people.proven ability (=that you 

have proved through your achievements) Companies often value the proven ability and 
reliability of older employees.VERBShave the ability to do sth also possess the 
ability to do sth formal She has the ability to make people feel 

relaxed.develop/acquire an ability to do sth Students are encouraged to develop an 
ability to work independently.show/demonstrate the ability to do sth Jones 
quickly demonstrated his ability to score goals.lack the ability to do sth As a young 

man, he lacked the ability to communicate his feelings.lose the ability to do 
sth Roger lost the ability to walk following a horrific accident.affect sb’s ability to do 
sth The noise was affecting her ability to concentrate.limit/reduce sb’s ability to do 

sth He has a medical condition which limits his ability to work.improve/increase sb’s 
ability to do sth Surely anything which improves your ability to learn is a good 
thing.PREPOSITIONSability in sth Applicants for the job need to demonstrate an ability 

in English.ability as sth She thought they were criticizing her ability as a 
mother.PHRASESsb’s level of ability/ability level The children were of the same age 
and ability level.a range of ability/ability range There is a wide range of ability 

within the class. | Disruptive behaviour is more prominent in the lower ability range.a 
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test of ability/ability test Examinations are not always a good test of ability. | The 

class was given a verbal ability test.an ability group (=a group that students are 
taught in, based on their level of ability) Children are divided into different ability 

groups.play/perform/do sth to the best of your ability (=as well as you 
can) Players must perform to the best of their ability every week. 
 

 

abnormal /æbˈnɔːməl $ -ˈnɔːr-/ adjective  not normal, especially when this 

seems strange or has a bad effectNOUNSabnormal behaviour BrE abnormal 
behavior AmE A reduction in oxygen reaching the brain can cause changes in mood 

and abnormal behaviour.abnormal cells Doctors can detect abnormal cells that may 
become cancerous.abnormal conditions The damage was caused by abnormal 
weather conditions.abnormal signs/symptoms (=unusual things that show that 

something may be wrong) Patients should report any abnormal symptoms to their 
doctor.something/nothing/anything abnormal There was nothing abnormal about 
him – he was just like anyone else.ANTONYMS → normal 

 
 

abort verb  THESAURUS > stop1 (3) 

 

 

abortion /əˈbɔːʃən $ əˈbɔːr-/ noun  a medical operation to end a pregnancy so 

that the baby is not born alive, or these operations in generalVERBShave an 

abortion She had an abortion when she was 16.carry out/perform an 
abortion Doctors have a legal right to refuse to carry out an abortion.legalize 
abortion In 1973, the Supreme Court took the decision to legalize abortion.ban 

abortion They want to ban abortion because it is against their religion.oppose/be 
against abortion The Catholic Church fiercely opposes abortion.ADJECTIVESan illegal 
abortion Doctors performing illegal abortions and their assistants would have faced up 

to two years in prison.a backstreet abortion (=a secret illegal abortion) Many young 
women died after having backstreet abortions.a late-term abortion (=an abortion at 
a late stage in pregnancy) The law bans certain types of late-term abortion.abortion + 

NOUNSan abortion clinic A group of protesters were standing outside the abortion 
clinic.the abortion law They want the abortion laws to be changed.PHRASESabortion 
on demand (=the right to have an abortion if you want one) Many women see no 

wrong in abortion on demand.anti-abortion Anti-abortion activists have organized a 

protest march. People who oppose abortion call themselves pro-life. People who  

support abortion call themselves pro-choice.  

 
 

abortive /əˈbɔːtɪv $ əˈbɔːr-/ adjective  THESAURUS > unsuccessful 

 

 

about /əˈbaʊt/ preposition  concerning or relating to a particular subject: I’m 

reading a book about American politics. He lied about his age in order to get into the 
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army.PHRASESall about sth (=all the details relating to something) Naturally, my 

mother wanted to know all about what I was doing.It’s about... spoken (=used when 
saying why you wanted to talk to someone) It’s about Tommy. He’s been sick 

again.About that... spoken (=used when you want to ask someone about 
something) About that car of yours. How much are you selling it for?sb said 
something about... spoken She said something about meeting a friend in 

town.THESAURUS: aboutonabout a particular subject:a book on English  

grammar | a report on poverty in rural  

areasconcerning/regarding formalabout:Prince Saiid answered questions concerning  

Kuwait’s future. | The report raises a number of questions regarding food safety.with 

regard to formalabout – used especially when you want to start talking or writing  

about something:Dear Sir, I’m writing with regard to your advertisement in The 

Times.reused in business letters and in emails to introduce the subject that you are 

going to write about:Re: Friday’s meeting 

 

 

absence /ˈæbsəns/ noun  1. a situation in which someone is not at their school, 

office, a meeting etcADJECTIVESa long absence Henry returned to school after a long 
absence.a lengthy/prolonged absence (=unusually long) Her prolonged 

absences were causing concern among her colleagues.a brief/short absence He had 
a brief absence from work after his first child was born.a temporary absence No one 
noticed her temporary absence from the meeting.frequent absences His job 

involves frequent absences from home.repeated absences Ian’s repeated 
absences from work got him into trouble with his boss.a continued absence They 
became concerned about Helen’s continued absence from school.an enforced 

absence formal (=caused by something you cannot control) Williams’ enforced 
absence due to injury caused problems for the team.an unexplained 
absence (=without giving a reason) They had no choice but to sack him after 

his unexplained absences from the factory.an unauthorized absence formal (=one 
without permission) It was counted as an unauthorized absence because he had not 
informed his manager.VERBSexplain your absence He explained his absence from 

class by saying that he had not been feeling well.apologize for your 
absence Jim apologized for his absence from last week’s meeting.NOUNS 

+ absencesickness absence Employers are looking at ways of reducing sickness 
absence.PREPOSITIONSabsence from school/work etc His absence from work was 
due to illness.during/in sb’s absence During my absence, Sally Greene will be in 

charge of the office.PHRASESa week’s/month’s absence After several weeks’ 
absence, he returned home.a period of absence Workers receive sick pay for 
each period of absence caused by illness.a reason/explanation for your 

absence His explanation for his absence was not very convincing.be conspicuous by 
your absence (=be absent from somewhere, in a way that seems very noticeable) The 
US ambassador was conspicuous by her absence at the conference.2. a situation in 

which someone or something does not existADJECTIVESa complete/total absence of 
sth There was a complete absence of windows and very little light entered the room.a 
virtual absence of sth (=almost none) There is still a virtual absence of female 
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employees.a relative/comparative absence of sth There is a relative absence 

of trees in this city.a notable/conspicuous/marked absence of sth (=very 
noticeable) Despite a conspicuous absence of information to support his theories, many 

people accepted them as being true.PREPOSITIONSan absence of sth An absence 
of clean water has meant that the disease is very common in this part of the world.in 
the absence of sth In the absence of any other evidence, they assumed that the man 

was innocent. Absence or lack?In many sentences, you can use lack instead  

of absence. For example you can say a lack of information or an absence of  

information.Absence sounds more formal than lack. Absence is also stronger – it  

usually means there is none at all, whereas lack means there is not enough of  

something.  

 
 

 

absent /ˈæbsənt/ adjective  not at work, school, a meeting etc, because you are 

sick or decide not to goPHRASESabsent from work She had been absent from work for 

some time.absent from school/college Some students are regularly absent from 
school.absent without leave (=absent without permission, especially from the armed 
forces) The soldier is being held in a US prison in Germany after going absent without 

leave. 
 

absolutely /ˈæbsəluːtli, ˌæbsəˈluːtli/ adverb  THESAURUS > very1 

 

absorbing adjective  THESAURUS > interesting 

 

abstract1 AC /ˈæbstrækt/ adjective  1. based on ideas rather than specific 

examples or real eventsabstract + NOUNSan abstract 
idea/concept/principle Children gradually learn the words they need to deal 
with abstract ideas such as time.abstract thought Do you think animals are capable 

of abstract thought?abstract theory The course will cover not only abstract theory, 
but also includes practical work.the abstract quality/nature of sth The 
highly abstract nature of the theory makes it difficult to understand.ADVERBShighly 

abstract People often regard philosophy as a highly abstract subject.PHRASESin 
abstract terms We’ve discussed the subject in abstract terms, but haven’t made any 
concrete suggestions.2. abstract art consists of shapes and patterns that do not look 

like things or peopleabstract + NOUNSabstract art The gallery is holding an exhibition 
of abstract art.an abstract painting/picture The room was decorated with brightly 
coloured abstract paintings.an abstract pattern/design The wallpaper comes in 

various abstract designs.an abstract artist/painter Miró was famous as an abstract 
artist.ADVERBSpurely abstract (=only abstract) The artist’s work became more purely 

abstract in later years. 
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abstract2 AC /ˈæbstrækt/ noun  a written summary of an article or 

speechVERBSwrite an abstract Write the abstract in a less formal style than the article 
itself.provide/submit an abstract Editors of journals will expect you to provide an 
abstract of the article.publish an abstract The magazine publishes abstracts of all the 

presidents’ speeches to Congress.PREPOSITIONSin sb’s abstract In your abstract, you 
hould outline the main points of the paper you have written. 
 

abuse /əˈbjuːs/ noun  1. rude, offensive, or cruel wordsADJECTIVESracial/racist 

abuse Some of the children had experienced racial abuse at 

school.VERBSshout/scream/hurl abuse The other driver started hurling abuse at 
me (=shouting abuse).shower sb with abuse/heap abuse on sb (=give someone a 
lot of abuse) Workers who refused to join the strike were showered with abuse. | Those 

who did not like him heaped abuse and scorn on him.PHRASESa term of abuse (=an 
offensive word or phrase) In Australia, ‘Pom’ is a term of abuse for someone from the 
UK.a torrent/stream of abuse (=a lot of offensive words) When I disagreed, he 

directed a stream of abuse at me.a target for/of abuse Williams became a target for 
abuse when he failed to stop the opposing team’s winning goal.2. cruel, violent, or 
unfair treatment of someoneADJECTIVESphysical abuse He experienced physical 

abuse when he was a child.verbal abuse I was subjected to verbal abuse on many 
occasions.domestic abuse (=abuse inside the home) Doctors see evidence 
of domestic abuse when women are treated for bruises and broken bones.sexual 

abuse In his book, he revealed that he was a victim of sexual abuse as a 
teenager.emotional/psychological abuse Constant criticism can be a form 
of emotional abuse.VERBSsuffer/experience/endure abuse Women who suffer 

abuse may still be unwilling to leave their violent husbands.be subjected to 
abuse (=be made to suffer abuse by someone) He was subjected to constant abuse by 
his older brother.NOUNS + abusechild abuse The man was arrested for child 

abuse.wife abuse Wife abuse is more common than people imagine.elder abuse (=of 
old people) Cases of elder abuse have increased as more people live to an advanced 
age.PHRASESa victim of abuse Children who have been victims of abuse sometimes 

grow up to be abusers themselves.3. the use of something in a way that it should not 
be usedNOUNS + abusedrug/alcohol abuse Drug and alcohol abuse are common in 
areas where there is high crime and poverty.substance abuse formal (=taking illegal 

drugs) The patient had a history of substance abuse.solvent abuse Solvent abuse is 
extremely dangerous and can cause death.ADJECTIVESwidespread abuse (=by many 
people) The system for claiming expense money was subject to widespread 

abuse.flagrant abuse (=very obvious and bad) The arrest was a flagrant abuse of 
police power.PHRASESthe abuse of power Nixon approved illegal actions during his 
political campaign, which is a clear case of an abuse of power.be open to abuse (=be 

easily used in the wrong way for dishonest purposes) The system for claiming welfare 
benefits is open to abuse. 

 

bysmal /əˈbɪzməl/ adjective  THESAURUS > terrible 

 

academic AC /ˌækəˈdemɪk◂/ adjective  relating to education, especially at 

college or university levelNOUNSacademic research/study He has been carrying 
out academic research into the effects of computer games on children.an academic 
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subject also academic discipline formal Linguistics is a well-established academic 

discipline in universities.academic qualifications What academic qualifications do you 
need for the job?academic achievements Girls’ academic achievements are better 

than those of boys in some subjects.academic performance The purpose of an exam 
is to measure a student’s academic performance.academic success Academic 
success is important, but it’s not the only reason for studying hard at school.academic 

ability The students are placed in groups according to academic ability.academic 
standards The college prides itself on its high academic standards.the academic 
year The academic year starts in October.an academic institution The university is 

one of the oldest academic institutions in Britain.an academic career She is hoping to 
pursue an academic career as a university lecturer.the academic 
world/community Watkins shocked the academic world when he published the results 

of his research.academic freedom Universities want to protect the academic 
freedom of both staff and students.PHRASESin academic circles (=among people who 

study at university or do research) His name is well known in academic circles. You  

can also use academic to describe a person who likes studying and is good at  

subjects that people study at school or university: My brother is much  

more academic than I am – he studied law at Harvard.  

 

accelerator /əkˈseləreɪtə $ -ər/ noun  the part of a car or other vehicle that you 

press with your foot to make it go fasterVERBSput your foot on the 

accelerator/step on the accelerator She put her foot on the accelerator and the car 
picked up speed.press/depress the accelerator Take your foot off the brake, and 

press the accelerator gently.hit the accelerator Suddenly, McDonald hits the 
accelerator and the car shoots forward (=presses the accelerator down to the 
floor).take your foot off the accelerator I took my foot off the accelerator and 

changed into higher gear.pump the accelerator (=press on the accelerator several 
times to let petrol into the engine when starting it) He pumped the accelerator and 
turned the ignition key again.accelerator + NOUNSthe accelerator pedal Nick pressed 

down on the accelerator pedal on his motorcycle and roared off down the road. In  

American English, accelerator sounds rather formal. People usually say the  

gas or the gas pedal.  

 
 

accent /ˈæksənt $ ˈæksent/ noun [C]  the way someone pronounces the words of 

a language, showing which country or which part of a country they come 
fromVERBShave an accent The girl had a Russian accent.speak with an accent The 

old man spoke with an accent which I couldn’t recognize.pick up an accent He used to 
work in Sydney and picked up an Australian accent while he was over there.lose your 
accent Although she was born in the US, Sally had lost her American accent after living 

in London for over 30 years.put on an accent (=deliberately speak with a different 
accent from your usual one) Some people put on an accent when they’re speaking on 
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the phone.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + accenta strong/broad/thick/heavy accent Claude 

speaks English with a strong French accent.a slight/faint accent He has a 
very slight Irish accent which you can hardly notice.a French/American etc 

accent He introduced himself in a strong American accent.a New York/London etc 
accent The man I met had a Chicago accent.a foreign accent The waitress spoke with 
a foreign accent.a regional accent Some people try to hide their regional 

accents because they feel embarrassed about them.a southern/northern accent He 
spoke with a lovely soft southern accent.an upper-class/middle-class/working-
class accent The woman spoke with an upper-class accent.PREPOSITIONSwith an 

accent She spoke English with a slight foreign accent.in an accent Costas read out his 

speech in a thick Greek accent. Strong, broad, thick, or heavy accent?You use all  

these words when saying that someone’s accent is very noticeable. Strong is the  

most common word: The man had a strong German accent.You  

use thick or heavy when someone’s accent is very strong and difficult to  

understand: The teacher had a thick Scottish accent, and some of the students had  

difficulty following what he said.You use broad when someone has an accent from a  

particular part of the UK or the US: She spoke with a broad Yorkshire  

accent.Accent or pronunciation?Your accent shows which country, or which social  

group you come from. Pronunciation is a more general word meaning the way in  

which a language or a particular word is pronounced. PHRASESa hint/trace of an 

accent I could detect the hint of a German accent in her voice. 
 

 
 
 

accept /əkˈsept/ verb  1. to take something that someone offers you, or to agree 

to do something that someone asks you to doNOUNSaccept an offer/invitation I 
decided to accept their offer of a job. | She accepted an invitation to dinner the 

following day.accept a gift/present/bribe I wasn’t sure whether I could accept such 
a generous gift.accept an award He had to give a speech when he accepted the 
award.accept help/aid/assistance He has always been reluctant to accept help from 

other people.accept an apology Please accept my apologies for cancelling our 
meeting.accept sb’s resignation The manager refused 
to accept her resignation.accept a challenge Paul accepted the challenge to run in the 

London Marathon.ADVERBSgladly/willingly/readily accept sth He invited her to 
dinner and she gladly accepted.gratefully accept sth Any information you can let me 
have would be gratefully accepted.graciously accept sth (=in a polite and kind 

way) She accepted her gift graciously.reluctantly accept sth He handed the book to 
James who reluctantly accepted it.PREPOSITIONSaccept sth from sb He accepted an 
invitation from the president to visit France.2. to decide that there is nothing you can 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [11] 

do to change a bad situationNOUNSaccept a situation You’ll just have to accept the 

situation – there’s nothing you can do about it.accept reality (=accept the real 
situation) He was unwilling to accept reality and kept calling his ex-girlfriend.accept 

defeat Woods refused to accept defeat and came back to win the competition.accept 
the consequences They will have to accept the consequences of their actions.accept 
your fate Rather than accept their fate, the workers went on strike in protest at the 

job cuts.accept the inevitable He had to accept the inevitable and close down his 
business.accept the fact (that)... The team has had to accept the fact that it is not 
good enough to win the league.VERBSbe forced to accept sth I was forced to accept 

defeat.learn/come to accept sth (=gradually accept something) Eventually my 
parents came to accept our marriage.3. to agree that something is right or 
trueNOUNSaccept an idea/principle/notion It took his parents a long time 

to accept the idea that he wanted to be a dancer. | The 
government accepted the principle of reform.accept a view This view is now 
generally accepted among scientists.accept an argument I accept the argument that 

violence is sometimes necessary.accept an 
explanation He accepted her explanation without question.accept a proposal The 
committee voted to accept the proposals.accept a claim A scientist wouldn’t accept 

claims like this without proper evidence.accept a recommendation The 
company accepted all the recommendations that were made in the report.accept the 
need for sth The authorities say they accept the need for an investigation into the 

matter.ADVERBSbe generally/widely/commonly accepted (=by many or most 
people) It is widely accepted that the Earth’s climate is changing.be universally 
accepted (=by everyone) This point of view was almost universally accepted in the 

nineteenth century.fully accept sth (=completely) I fully accept that I was wrong and 
I apologize.readily/happily accept sth Most people readily accept that learning a 
foreign language is difficult.reluctantly/grudgingly accept sth (=unwillingly) She 

didn’t like him, but she grudgingly accepted that he did a good 
job.blindly/unquestioningly accept sth disapproving (=without thinking or asking 
questions) You shouldn’t blindly accept what other people say.PHRASESaccept sth at 

face value (=accept something without thinking that there may be a hidden 
meaning) He accepted this information at face value.have no choice but to accept 
sth I had no choice but to accept the judge’s decision. 

 
 
 

acceptable /əkˈseptəbəl/ adjective  good enough or 

satisfactoryADVERBScompletely/totally/entirely/fully acceptable His suggestion 
sounds totally acceptable to me.quite acceptable If you can’t get fresh mangoes, then 

dried ones are quite acceptable.perfectly acceptable (=completely acceptable – often 
used when you disagree with someone) Some people think that it is perfectly 
acceptable to wear shorts to work when it’s hot.generally/widely acceptable (=most 

people think it is acceptable) This idea has now become widely acceptable.not 
remotely acceptable (=not acceptable at all) His actions are not even remotely 
acceptable.mutually acceptable (=acceptable to both people or groups) The talks are 

aimed at finding a mutually acceptable solution.socially/culturally acceptable In 
Britain, it is socially acceptable to live with someone before you get 
married.morally/ethically acceptable I don’t think that testing drugs on prisoners 
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is morally acceptable.VERBSprove acceptable formal (=be found to be 

acceptable) None of the solutions proved acceptable.make sth acceptable They 
changed the ending of the movie, to make it more acceptable to young 

children.find/consider sth acceptable also deem sth acceptable formal (=think it 
is acceptable) What level of pollution would you deem acceptable?NOUNSan 
acceptable standard/level Teaching at the school is of an acceptable 

standard.acceptable behaviour He seems to think that it is acceptable behaviour to 
sleep in class.an acceptable solution Building another road is not an acceptable 
solution for traffic problems.an acceptable way We are trying to find an acceptable 

way of dealing with the problem.an acceptable alternative We will soon run out of oil 
and we need to find an acceptable alternative.acceptable quality The quality of the 
photographs is acceptable.PREPOSITIONSacceptable to sb We want to reach a solution 

that is acceptable to both sides.acceptable for sth A suit is acceptable clothing for a 
business interview.PHRASESbe the acceptable face of sth (=be acceptable to people 
who do not usually approve of that type of thing) The singer is the acceptable face 

of hip-hop music. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

access AC /ˈækses/ noun  the ability to enter a place, get information or other 

things, or talk to someoneVERBShave access Everyone needs to have access to clean 

drinking water.gain/get access The thieves used a ladder to gain access to the back 
of the house.give/offer (sb) access I was given access to secret files.provide (sb 
with) access They want to provide access to the internet for everyone.allow/grant 

sb access The men should have been allowed access to a lawyer.deny/refuse sb 
access His family have been denied access to him in jail.improve access The college 
needs to improve access for disabled students.limit/restrict access The authorities 

are trying to restrict access to websites which show these images.need access The 
farmer needs access to the river for irrigation.ADJECTIVESimmediate/quick/instant 
access The card gives you instant access to up to $10,000.direct access Patients 

should have direct access to their medical records.easy access The new road 
gives easy access to the city centre.free access There is free access to the 
museum.unlimited/unrestricted/open access The ticket gives you unlimited 

access to the palace.good access The airport has good access by public transport and 
there are buses every 10 minutes.greater/better access People want greater 
access to the politicians they have elected.full access I was given full access to all the 

documents about the case.equal access All groups in society should have equal 
access to cancer care.universal access (=access for everyone) The basic principle of 
the National Health Service was universal access to health care.poor access Poor 

access to credit was one cause of business failure.limited/restricted access In some 
countries, women have limited access to education.unauthorized access (=access 
which is not officially allowed) The lock code can be changed very simply to 

prevent unauthorized access.public access The company tried to restrict public 
access to this information.NOUNS + accessinternet/Web access More than 25 million 
homes in western Europe now have internet access (=they can use the 
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internet).wheelchair/disabled access (=access for people using wheelchairs or 

disabled people) The cinema only has limited wheelchair access.access + NOUNSan 
access code You can only read the information if you key in the correct access 

code.an access road All the main access roads to the city are now blocked by snow.an 
access point The port is used as an access point to Europe for Chinese goods (=a 
point from which you can reach or get something).PREPOSITIONSaccess to sth Hotel 

guests have access to the swimming pool.PHRASESfreedom of access American 
companies want greater freedom of access to Chinese markets for their goods. 
 

 
 

accident /ˈæksədənt, ˈæksɪdənt/ noun [C]  a situation in which someone is 

injured or something is damagedADJECTIVESa bad/serious accident The road is 

closed after a serious accident. | A bad accident nearly cost him his life.a 
terrible/horrific/nasty accident Janet was badly hurt in a horrific accident a couple 
of years ago.a tragic accident Her son was killed in a tragic accident when he was 

only 21.a major accident News is coming in of a major rail accident.a minor 
accident His car was involved in a minor traffic accident.Don’t say a small accident.a 

fatal accident (=in which someone is killed) Police are at the scene of a fatal 
accident involving a lorry and a cyclist.a freak accident (=a very unusual 
accident) She was injured in a freak accident when she was struck by lightning.a hit-

and-run accident (=an accident in which someone is hit by a driver who does not 
stop) Her son was killed in a hit-and-run accident.an industrial accident He injured 
his hand in an industrial accident when it was crushed by a machine.a nuclear 

accident There was a very serious nuclear accident in Fukushima.VERBShave an 
accident He had an accident while cleaning his gun.be involved in an 
accident formal Two women were taken to hospital after their car was involved 

in an accident.be hurt/injured/killed etc in an accident Several coach passengers 
were injured in the accident.prevent an accident Steps have been taken to prevent a 
similar accident happening again.survive an accident She was lucky 

to survive the accident.an accident happens also an accident occurs formal No one 
saw the accident happen. | Many air accidents occur because of pilot error.NOUNS 

+ accidenta car accident He was badly injured in a car accident.a road/traffic 

accident They were killed in a traffic accident in France.a rail accident/a train 
accident It was the country’s most serious rail accident.a plane accident/an air 
accident Holly died in a plane accident.accident + NOUNSaccident 

rates/statistics Jets have one of the worst accident rates among military aircraft. | a 
survey of the latest airline accident statisticsan accident victim The accident 
victims were taken to hospital by ambulance.an accident 

investigation/inquiry Accident investigations often take months. | The two deaths 
are the subject of an accident inquiry.an accident investigator Accident investigators 
have been there all morning.accident prevention The local authorities have just 

introduced an accident prevention scheme.PHRASESthe scene of an accident (=the 
place where it happened) An ambulance soon arrived at the scene of the accident.the 
cause of the accident The cause of the accident is thought to have been engine 

failure.at the time of the accident At the time of the accident, 135 men were 

underground.THESAURUS: accidentcrashcar crash | plane crash | train  
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crasha serious accident involving a car, plane, train etc:His sister died in a car  

crash. | Seven people have been injured in a train crash.collisionan accident in which  

two or more cars, trains etc hit each other:Their car was involved in a head-on 

collision with a lorry. | There have been reports of a mid-air collision between a  

military plane and an airliner. | He escaped unhurt from a high-speed collision with  

another racing driver.disastera serious accident involving a train, plane, or boat, in  

which a lot of people are killed or injured:The Munich air disaster took place on 6  

February 1958. | Police are interviewing the driver of the train blamed for the 

Belgian rail disaster.wreck AmEan accident in which a car or train is badly  

damaged:He was killed in a car wreck in Arizona. | This is the country’s fourth  

fatal train wreck in three and a half years.pile-upan accident that involves several cars  

or other vehicles:Four people were injured in a multiple pile-up involving a minibus and  

five cars in thick fog. | There was a 12-car pile-up on the motorway.  

 
 

 
 
 

 

accidental /ˌæksəˈdentl◂, ˌæksɪˈdentl◂/ adjective  happening without being 

planned or intendedNOUNSaccidental damage It is difficult to see how 

this damage could have been accidental.accidental death The court recorded a verdict 
of accidental death.accidental loss The insurance policy protects you 
against accidental loss.accidental killing/shooting He expressed deep regret over 

the accidental killing of innocent civilians.accidental injury The insurance policy covers 
you against accidental injury.an accidental discovery The invention was an accidental 
discovery.an accidental victim The people who were killed were accidental 

victims.ADVERBSpurely/completely accidental Do you think it was purely accidental, 

or do you think she wanted to cause trouble?THESAURUS: 

accidentalunintentionalcomedy | humour | irony | deathunintentional means  

the same as accidental, but is more formal:The film is full of unintentional  

humour. | The nets caused widespread unintentional deaths of dolphins and other sea 

creatures. | The company was committing an offence, even if it was  

unintentional.unintendedconsequence | effect | impact | result | outcomeuninten

ded consequences and results are accidental:Government decisions can sometimes  

have unintended consequences. | The new tax may have the unintended effect of  

making unhealthy foods cost less. | The unintended result of building bigger roads is  

that people use their cars  

more.inadvertent formalerror | omission | use | failureaccidental – often used 

about mistakes:The problem was caused by an inadvertent error. | The paper  

apologized for the inadvertent omission of his name from the article. | The inadvertent  



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [15] 

use of an incorrect word can lead to serious misunderstandings. | A 

technician’s inadvertent failure to complete a series of computer commands may have 

caused the problem. In everyday English you often say that someone did  

something by accident or accidentally: She found out about it by accident.You can  

also say that something was an accident: Investigators believe that her death was  

an accident. ANTONYMS → deliberate 

 

 
 
 

 
 

accommodation AC /əˌkɒməˈdeɪʃən $ əˌkɑː-/ noun  a place for someone to 

stay, live, or work GrammarIn American English, the plural form accommodations is  

often used. In British English, however, people only use the uncountable  

form accommodation. ADJECTIVESrented accommodation It can be difficult to find 

cheap rented accommodation in the middle of the city.furnished/unfurnished 
accommodation (=with or without furniture) More cheap furnished accommodation is 

required for the town’s student population.living/residential accommodation (=a 
place where people can live) We obtained permission to convert the barn into living 
accommodation. | Some 1960s office blocks have been refurbished as residential 

accommodation.sleeping accommodation There is sleeping accommodation for 25 
people at a small hotel in the village.temporary accommodation He will have to stay 
in temporary accommodation until permanent housing can be provided for him.free 

accommodation Although the job is not very well paid, the employers do provide free 
accommodation.suitable accommodation It can be problematic finding suitable 
accommodation for physically disabled people.alternative accommodation If your 

hotel room is not satisfactory, the company will do its best to 
provide alternative accommodation of a similar standard.comfortable 
accommodation The hotel management prides itself on offering comfortable 

accommodation in elegant surroundings.cheap accommodation Do you know 
somewhere where I can find cheap accommodation?overnight 
accommodation Overnight accommodation and dinner are included in the cost of the 

trip.sheltered accommodation BrE (=a place where help is provided for people who 
cannot look after themselves) She’s a pensioner who lives in sheltered 
accommodation.secure accommodation BrE (=a place similar to a prison where 

people who break the law are kept) Too many young offenders are being kept in 
ordinary prisons because local authorities lack enough secure accommodation for 

them.NOUNS + accommodationhotel accommodation He gave us a list of hotel 
accommodation.bed and breakfast accommodation A number of guesthouses 
provide bed and breakfast accommodation.student accommodation The university 

provides some student accommodation on campus.office accommodation The new 
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building will provide much-needed office accommodation for 250 workers.VERBSlook 

for/seek accommodation Ideally, we’re looking for accommodation within travelling 
distance of the conference centre.find accommodation Our 

guide found some accommodation for us in the village.arrange accommodation Once 
we had booked our flights, the next step was to arrange our accommodation.rent 
accommodation Students rent accommodation in the streets around the 

university.provide/offer accommodation The city provides accommodation for 
homeless people.include accommodation The price includes accommodations and 
some meals.live in accommodation The local authority is trying to reduce the 

proportion of low income tenants living in substandard accommodation.move into 
accommodation Most of the firms affected by the flooding were open for business on 
Monday morning; all had moved into temporary accommodation by mid-

week.accommodation + NOUNSaccommodation costs/expenses When planning your 

holiday, you need to budget for accommodation costs as well as food and travel. In  

everyday English, people often say I’m looking for somewhere to  

live/stay instead of ‘I’m looking for accommodation’.  

 

 
 
 

 

accomplish /əˈkʌmplɪʃ $ əˈkɑːm-, əˈkʌm-/ verb  THESAURUS > achieve 

 
 

accomplished adjective  THESAURUS > skillful 
 

account /əˈkaʊnt/ noun  1. a written or spoken description of a situation or of 

something that happenedVERBSgive an account also provide an 
account formal He gave an account of his meeting with the prime minister. | In her 
book she provides a fascinating account of her travels in Africa.write an 

account Greene wrote an entertaining account of the affair.read an account Have 
you read his account of the journey?publish an account Orwell’s account of the war 
was published in his book ‘Homage to Catalonia’.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + accounta 

detailed account The book contains a detailed account of the history of the island.a 
full account (=including everything) It is not possible to give a full account of 
everything that happened on that day.a short/brief account He gave a brief 

account of his recent visit to Budapest. | What follows is a short account of the legal 
procedure.a true/accurate account Do you think the article is an accurate account of 

what happened?a vivid account (=one that is so clear that it seems real) The movie 
gives a vivid account of life in India.a graphic account (=one that gives clear and 
shocking details) She published a graphic account of her experiences during the civil 

war.a first-hand account (=from someone who has experienced something) The 
author gives us a first-hand account of life in the refugee camps.an eye-witness 
account (=from someone who saw an event) The man gave an eye-witness account of 

the explosion.a blow-by-blow account (=one describing everything that happened in 
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the order it happened) She gave us a blow-by-blow account of her meeting with the 

boss.conflicting accounts (=different accounts of the same event that cannot both be 
true) There are conflicting accounts of what actually happened.PREPOSITIONSan 

account of sth He was too shocked to give an account of what had happened.in an 
account He includes these details in his account of the battle.PHRASESby/from all 
accounts (=according to what many people say) By all accounts, he is a very 

intelligent man.by sb’s own account (=according to what someone has said about 
themselves, especially when admitting doing something wrong) There was a time, by 
his own account, when he cheated.2. an arrangement in which a bank keeps your 

money for youVERBShave an account Do you have a bank account?open/close an 
account She opened an account at her local bank. | I decided to close the account and 
withdraw all my money.pay money into an account Terry said he would pay the 

money into my account.take money out of an account/withdraw money from an 
account When was the last time you took money out 
of your account? | He withdrew £350 from his account.credit an account (=the bank 

pays money in) The interest on your investment will be credited to your account.debit 
an account (=the bank takes money out) Please authorize the bank to debit your 
account.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + accounta bank account He had $850 in his bank 

account.a current account BrE a checking account AmE (=one that you can take 
money out of at any time) I paid the money into my current account.a 
savings/deposit account (=one in which you keep money for a long time) I think you 

should put the money in a savings account.a joint account She has a joint 
account with her husband.a personal account He withdrew £40 from his personal 
account.an account is overdrawn (=you have taken out more money than is in the 

account) Your account is overdrawn by $50.account + NOUNSan account 
number Write your account number on the reverse of the cheque.an account 
holder You have to be an account holder in order to use this service.an account 

balance/the balance on your account (=the amount of money in an 
account) Your account balance is £656.78.account details Never give your account 
details over the phone.PREPOSITIONSan account at/with a bank He opened 

an account with the Royal Bank of Scotland. 
 
 
 
 

accuracy AC /ˈækərəsi, ˈækʊrəsi/ noun  the ability to do something in an 

accurate or exact way GrammarAccuracy is often used in the phrase with  

accuracy. VERBSmeasure sth with accuracy These tiny movements can 

be measured with incredible accuracy.predict sth with accuracy It is impossible 
to predict with complete accuracy what will happen next.determine/establish sth 
with accuracy Satellite navigation equipment makes it possible to determine your 

position with great accuracy.check/verify/assess the accuracy of sth How can 
we check the accuracy of these figures?question/doubt the accuracy of sth Some 
people questioned the accuracy of the research on climate change.improve/increase 

the accuracy of sth The new equipment will greatly improve the accuracy of the 
data.ensure the accuracy of sth (=make sure that something is accurate) Every 
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effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information in this book.affect the 

accuracy of sth Several factors affect the accuracy of this dating technique.achieve a 
high accuracy Everyone thought that a watch could not possibly achieve the 

same accuracy as a clock.ADJECTIVESwith great/remarkable accuracy He described 
the symptoms of the disease with great accuracy.with complete/absolute 
accuracy They predicted the result of the game with complete accuracy.with 

reasonable accuracy Doctors are often able to say with reasonable accuracy that a 
certain drug is likely to be the most effective.with deadly accuracy (=very accurately, 
causing death or a lot of damage) The planes hit their target with deadly accuracy.with 

pinpoint accuracy (=finding or hitting something with very great accuracy) The device 
helps you find your location with pinpoint accuracy.with uncanny 
accuracy (=surprising accuracy) She could imitate the teacher’s voice with uncanny 

accuracy.with unerring accuracy (=always very accurately) He always hits the 
ball with unerring accuracy.with high accuracy (=very accurately) The samples can 
be measured with high accuracy.historical/scientific/technical accuracy There is a 

lack of scientific accuracy in some news reports. | She did research to ensure 
the historical accuracy of her novels.factual accuracy (=all the facts are 
accurate) They checked the article for factual accuracy before it was 

printed.PREPOSITIONSwith accuracy It is impossible to predict the 
weather with complete accuracy.PHRASESa degree/level of accuracy Teachers can 
predict who will pass an exam with a high degree of accuracy. 
 
 
 

accurate AC /ˈækjərət, ˈækjʊrət/ adjective  correct and true in every 

detailNOUNSaccurate information/data/figures Not all the information that you 
read on the internet is accurate.an accurate description/account/record The 
brochure tries to give a fair and accurate description of each hotel. | The company has 

to keep accurate records of all its sales.an accurate 
picture/reflection/representation of sth (=show accurately what something is 
like) These statistics give an accurate picture of the problem of unemployment. | The 

final score was not an accurate reflection of the match.an accurate assessment of 
sth He was able to give an accurate assessment of the situation.an accurate 
way/method of doing sth There is no accurate way of knowing if she is telling the 

truth.an accurate measurement Make sure that all 
your measurements are accurate.an accurate estimate/prediction It is difficult to 
make an accurate estimate of the number of illegal workers. | The mothers were often 

able to make accurate predictions concerning their children’s future behaviour.an 
accurate diagnosis It is impossible to make an accurate diagnosis without examining 

the patient.ADVERBSvery/highly/remarkably accurate The scientists used a highly 
accurate measuring system. | Experiments using lasers give very 
accurate results. | Their estimate of the amount of traffic has proved remarkably 

accurate.fairly/reasonably/pretty accurate The measurements are usually fairly 
accurate.not strictly/completely/entirely accurate (=not exactly accurate) The 
evidence she gave to the court was not strictly accurate. | His drawing of the building 

is not entirely accurate.factually accurate (=the facts are all correct) Everything in 
the article is factually accurate.historically accurate (=exactly like something that 
existed in the past) The costumes designed for the film were historically 
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accurate.broadly accurate (=mostly accurate) His account is broadly 

accurate.uncannily accurate (=very accurate, in a way that is strange or 
surprising) His prediction was uncannily accurate.VERBSprove accurate (=be shown to 

be accurate) The scientists’ forecasts about global warming have proved 
accurate.PREPOSITIONSaccurate to (within) a millimetre/a second etc The clock 

is accurate to one thousandth of a second.THESAURUS: accurate→ true (1)  

 
 
 

accusation /ˌækjəˈzeɪʃən, ˌækjʊˈzeɪʃən/ noun  a statement saying that someone 

is guilty of a crime or of doing something wrongVERBSmake an accusation A number 
of serious accusations have been made.bring an accusation against sb (=make an 

accusation, especially in a court) The accusation against him was brought by one of his 
employees.level an accusation against sb formal (=make an accusation – used 
especially when someone is criticized for what they have 

done) The accusation often levelled against bankers is that they get paid far too much 
money.face an accusation The mayor faces accusations of corruption.deny an 
accusation He denied accusations that he had cheated.reject/dismiss an 

accusation Smith rejects accusations that he was involved in the man’s 
disappearance.prove/support an accusation There were very few facts to support 
the accusation against him.ADJECTIVESa serious accusation The accusations which 

the senator faces are extremely serious.a false accusation Teachers sometimes 
have false accusations made against them by students.an 
unfounded/groundless/baseless accusation (=untrue and made without good 

reason) The company insists that all the accusations are unfounded.an outrageous 
accusation This is an outrageous accusation and I deny it completely.a wild 
accusation (=one made without thought or without knowing all the facts) He 

dismissed their claims as wild accusations.bitter accusations There were bitter 
accusations from both sides of the dispute.repeated accusations Repeated 
accusations of neglect were made against the authorities.renewed 

accusations (=ones that start again) The government faced renewed accusations of 
corruption.further accusations There were further accusations of 
incompetence.PREPOSITIONSaccusations of sth Three police officers face accusations 

of brutality.an accusation against sb She rejects all of the accusations against her.an 
accusation by sb He denied accusations by other party members that he had 

lied.THESAURUS: accusationallegationa public statement accusing someone of  

doing something, which has not been proved:She denies all the allegations that have 

been made against her in the newspapers. | I don’t know who is making all  

these allegations, but I wish they would stop. | A judge is investigating serious  

allegations that the company lied to investors. Allegation has similar collocations  

to accusation. You make an allegation against someone. You also face or deny  

allegations. You talk about serious allegations, wild allegations, and unfounded  

allegations. chargean official statement by the police accusing someone of a crime 
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and saying that they must go to court. Charge is also used about a statement which  

criticizes someone for doing something badly or wrongly:Criminal charges have 

been brought against the directors of the company. | The charges against him are 

very serious, and he could go to prison for a long time. | The government faces  

charges that it should have acted earlier to deal with the crisis. You bring a charge  

against someone. People can face charges or deny charges. You can also talk  

about serious charges. indictmentan official written statement accusing someone 

of a crime so that they will be judged, especially under the American legal system:The 

District Attorney issued an indictment against him and three others. | Two government  

officials are under indictment for corruption. | He faces indictment for illegal share 

dealing.  

 
 
 

accuse /əˈkjuːz/ verb [T]  to say that you believe someone is guilty of a crime or 

of doing something badADVERBSwrongly/falsely accuse sb Nichols claims that he 
was wrongly accused. | She was falsely accused of stealing a gold 
bracelet.unfairly/unjustly accuse sb He is an innocent man who has been unjustly 

accused.wrongfully accuse sb (=in a way that is unfair or illegal) The actress plays 
an innocent woman who is wrongfully accused of murdering her 

husband.publicly/openly accuse sb She publicly accused the president of lying to 
voters.repeatedly accuse sb (=accuse someone many times) These firms have 
been repeatedly accused of polluting the environment.practically accuse sb (=almost 

accuse someone) Rebecca practically accused me of starting the 
fire.PREPOSITIONSaccuse sb of sth The two men are accused of murder.accuse sb of 
doing sth He accused them of stealing his work.PHRASESstand accused of sth (=be 

accused of doing something) Several members of the committee stand accused 

of taking bribes.THESAURUS: accuseallege /əˈledʒ/to accuse someone of doing  

something, although this has not been proved:The prosecution alleges that he had 

hidden nearly $100 million from tax authorities. | He alleged that the other man had 

attacked him first.chargeif the police charge someone, they officially tell that person 

that they are believed to be guilty of a crime and that they must go to court:He was  

arrested again and charged with another robbery. | She was charged 

with murder.indictto officially accuse someone of a crime so that they will be judged in  

court, especially under the American legal system:She was indicted on charges of drug  

dealing. | He was indicted on charges of fraud. | Karadzic was indicted for war crimes  

by the international tribunal in The Hague.  
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accustomed /əˈkʌstəmd/ adjective  if you are accustomed to something, you 

have experienced it many times before, or for a long time, so that it seems 
normalVERBSbecome/get/grow accustomed to sth Her eyes quickly became 
accustomed to the dark. | Rail commuters have grown accustomed 

to delays.ADVERBSquite/well accustomed (=very accustomed) She was 
obviously well accustomed to being the centre of attention. | We are quite 
accustomed to being on our own.long accustomed (=for a long time) He 

had long been accustomed to criticism of his work.PREPOSITIONSaccustomed to 

sth I’m accustomed to criticism of my work.THESAURUS: accustomedused to 

sthaccustomed to something. Used to is less formal than accustomed to:I’m used to  

living in a foreign country. | She’s getting used to going out on her own.familiar with 

sthhaving a good knowledge of something, because you have used it, read about it etc  

before:I’m familiar with his books. | It will take a little time to become familiar with the 

new software.no stranger to sthhaving experienced something, especially an  

unpleasant situation, many times before:This journalist is no stranger to  

controversy. | She is no stranger to heartbreak.at home with sthhappy and confident  

about doing or using something, especially because you have had a lot of practice:He 

is more at home with statistics than with people. | Keep using the camera, until you 

feel completely at home with it.  

 
 
 

achieve AC /əˈtʃiːv/ verb  to succeed in doing or getting what you wanted, 

especially by working hardNOUNSachieve your goal/target/aim He 

had achieved his goal of teaching at a university.achieve your ambition/dream She 
has at last achieved her ambition of becoming world champion.achieve 
success Streisand achieved success as a singer.achieve a standard/level Students 

are expected to achieve high standards.achieve a 
result/effect He achieved the result he had intended.achieve a feat (=achieve 
something very impressive) Redgrave achieved the remarkable feat of winning five gold 

medals.achieve independence Venezuela achieved independence from Spain in 
1830.achieve recognition (=become well known and respected for your 
achievements) Orwell finally achieved the recognition he deserved.achieve your 

potential (=achieve the level of skill that it is possible for you to achieve) We try to 
help young people achieve their full potential.achieve a balance It is important to try 
to achieve a balance between work and family life.VERBSfail to achieve sth The sales 

team failed to achieve their objectives.help sb (to) achieve sth I 
love helping brides achieve their dreams.PHRASESbe difficult/hard/impossible to 
achieve Political progress is going to be very difficult to achieve.it is possible to 

achieve sth It might be possible to achieve greater efficiency.THESAURUS: 

achieveaccomplishgoal | aim | objective | task | feat | missionto achieve 

something, especially something difficult. Accomplish is more formal  

than achieve and is used especially in written English:To accomplish this goal, he 
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brought together thousands of the country’s top scientists and engineers. | The 

government accomplished its objective of reducing unemployment. | In order  

to accomplish complicated tasks, people need to work together in an effective 

manner. | He scored over 2,000 goals. No other player  

has accomplished this feat (=used when someone has done something very  

impressive). | The soldiers have less than two months in which  

to accomplish their mission.attain formallevel | grade | standard | degree | rank | 

goal | objectiveto achieve something, especially a level or goal. Attain is more 

formal than achieve or accomplish:Over half of boys leave school without attaining a  

basic level of written English. | Most of the students attained a grade C or higher. | It  

will take them a long time to attain the same standard of technological development as  

other more advanced countries. | The scientists were able to attain a high degree of  

accuracy (=a high level of accuracy). | He attained the rank of Captain. | You need to  

be very determined if you want to succeed in attaining your goals. | The 

US attained its objective of putting a man on the 

moon.reachtarget | goal | decision | verdict | agreement | compromiseto  

achieve a target or goal, or to achieve something after discussing or thinking about  

it:The university will reach its target of having over 5,000 students. | The company 

hopes to reach its goal of a 10% increase in sales. | They were unable  

to reach a decision. | The jury took two hours to reach a verdict. | The two sides have 

finally reached an agreement  

.realize also realise BrEambition | dream | vision | potentialto achieve something,  

especially something that you wanted to do:He realized his childhood ambition of  

becoming a fighter pilot. | Gandhi was close to realizing his dream of leading his  

country to independence. | He now needs to think about how best  

to realize his vision (=achieve what he has imagined). | It is only now that she is  

beginning to realize her full potential as a player (=achieve the level of skill that it is  

possible for her to achieve).  

 

 

achievement /əˈtʃiːvmənt/ noun  1. something important that you succeed in 

doingADJECTIVESa great/fine/impressive achievement His greatest 

achievement was to win an Olympic gold medal. | One of the great achievements of the 
Roman Empire was the construction of their roads.a major/important/significant 
achievement Writing the book was a major achievement.a 

remarkable/extraordinary/amazing achievement The victory was 
an extraordinary achievement. | In recognition of this remarkable achievement he was 
awarded the OBE.sb’s crowning/supreme achievement (=someone’s most 

impressive and important achievement) Many people consider this piece of music to be 
Bach’s supreme achievement.a real achievement Getting into Oxford university at the 
age of 17 was a real achievement.a unique achievement He climbed to the top of 
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Mount Everest, a unique achievement for a man with no legs.VERBSbe an 

achievement She came second out of 1,000 people, which is an 
amazing achievement.represent an achievement formal (=be an achievement) The 

increase in profits represents a great achievement in such difficult economic 
times. | Few people realised what an 
enormous achievement Concorde represented.recognize/acknowledge sb’s 

achievements (=notice and reward them) Her achievements were never recognized in 
her lifetime.celebrate sb’s achievements Prize Day is an occasion 
to celebrate students’ achievements.PHRASESbe quite an achievement (=be an 

impressive achievement) The company received 1000 orders in its first few months of 
business – that’s quite an achievement. | Working and bringing up kids on your own is 
quite an achievement.be no mean achievement (=be difficult to achieve and 

therefore worth admiring) Becoming mayor was no mean achievement for a man from 
such a poor family background. | He got the highest score in the country, which is no 
mean achievement.be proud of your achievements They are rightly proud of their 

achievements.2. the act of achieving somethingPHRASESa sense/feeling of 
achievement I felt a great sense of achievement when I passed my driving test.a 
level of achievement There is a minimum level of achievement that teachers expect.a 

record of achievement He has an impressive record of achievement, having won five 
gold medals.a measure of achievement Exams are a useful measure of 
achievement.ADJECTIVEShigh achievement (=good) Japanese schools expect high 

achievement in basic subjects.low achievement (=not good) What are the reasons for 
the student’s low achievement?outstanding achievement (=extremely good) She 
was given the award for outstanding achievement in the field of 

chemistry.academic/educational achievement The study showed that 
girls’ academic achievement was as good as boys’.personal achievement My work 
gives me a feeling of personal achievement.artistic achievement The writers are 

awarded points for artistic achievement.sporting achievement Sporting 
achievement is high at this school. 
 

 
 

acquaintance /əˈkweɪntəns/ noun  1. someone you know, but who is not a 

close friendADJECTIVES/NOUNS + acquaintancean old acquaintance I met an old 
acquaintance outside the museum.a new acquaintance My new acquaintance kept 
asking me questions.a casual acquaintance He nodded at her, as if she was just 

a casual acquaintance.a personal acquaintance Many people said that they obtained 
their jobs through a personal acquaintance.a mutual acquaintance (=someone you 
both know separately) They were introduced to each other by a mutual acquaintance.a 

male/female acquaintance An elderly female acquaintance of ours has several cats.a 
business acquaintance We are business acquaintances of your husband.a 
lawyer/journalist etc acquaintance I heard about it from a lawyer 

acquaintance.PHRASESan acquaintance of mine/his etc He introduced me to 
an acquaintance of his, who had visited Tokyo.a circle of acquaintances (=group of 
acquaintances) They now had a wide circle of acquaintances.friends and 

acquaintances Ask your friends and acquaintances if they know of any job 
vacancies.2. the situation of knowing someone, but not as a close friendVERBSmake 
sb’s acquaintance (=meet someone for the first time) It’s a pleasure 
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to make your acquaintance.strike up an acquaintance (=start an 

acquaintance) I struck up an acquaintance with one of my fellow passengers.renew 
sb’s acquaintance (=meet someone again after not seeing them for a long time) It 

will be nice to renew my acquaintance with him.ADJECTIVESa short/brief 
acquaintance He had found the captain to be a sensible man during their brief 
acquaintance.PHRASESa man/woman etc of sb’s acquaintance formal One 

lady of my acquaintance spends nearly half her salary on clothes.on first 
acquaintance formal (=when you first meet someone) On first acquaintance, she 
seems rather unfriendly.on further/closer acquaintance formal (=when you get to 

know someone better) Hurley did not improve on further 
acquaintance.3. formal knowledge or experience of something, especially only a 
littleADJECTIVESa passing/nodding acquaintance (=a slight knowledge of it) You will 

need at least a nodding acquaintance with Medieval Latin.PHRASEShave some/little 
acquaintance with sth He had little acquaintance with such matters. 
 

 
 

acquire AC /əˈkwaɪə $ əˈkwaɪr/ verb formal  to get or buy 

somethingNOUNSacquire a company/business Microsoft acquired the company for 
just over $2 billion.acquire land/property/wealth The land was acquired by a 
property developer.acquire a painting/work of art/collection The museum 

has acquired a magnificent collection of Dutch paintings.acquire a skill The course 
helps older people acquire computer skills.acquire knowledge She 
had acquired some knowledge of medicine.acquire information How did 

the newspaper acquire this information?acquire power The Romans acquired 
power over much of Europe.acquire a reputation He acquired a reputation for being a 
perfectionist.acquire shares/stock Workers are able to acquire shares in the 

company they work for.acquire language (=learn language) How do children acquire 
language?acquire a taste for sth (=start to like something) While living in Italy, 
I acquired a taste for Italian wine.acquire a stake in sth (=buy shares in a company 

so that you own part of it) They acquired a 50% stake in the company.ADVERBSsb 
recently acquired sth The gallery recently acquired a painting by Picasso.newly 
acquired She was trying to decide what to do with her newly acquired wealth.acquire 

sth easily Extremist groups can easily acquire materials for making a bomb.suddenly 
acquire sth When his mother married again, he suddenly acquired a new 
family.acquire sth gradually The company gradually acquired a reputation for 

producing high quality goods.acquire sth cheaply He hoped to acquire valuable works 

of art as cheaply as possible.THESAURUS: acquire→ get (1)  

 
 
 

act1 /ækt/ noun  1. an actionPHRASESan act of violence/aggression Fighting 

and other acts of violence frequently occurred in the prison. | Incidents of sexual 
harassment and acts of violence against women were on the increase.an act of 

kindness In an unexpected act of kindness, he carried her shopping to the car.an act 
of courage/bravery The men were awarded the medals for acts of courage.an act of 
defiance (=refusing to obey or respect someone) The demonstration was an act of 
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defiance against the brutal military government. | As an act of defiance Leigh dropped 

out of high school a month before graduation.an act of vandalism (=deliberately 
damaging public property) The statue was destroyed in an act of vandalism. | These 

mindless acts of vandalism affect the whole community.an act of terrorism 9/11 was 
the worst act of terrorism in US history.an act of war It is unlikely that the country 
would commit an act of war against its neighbour.ADJECTIVESa 

criminal/illegal/unlawful act He was charged with a number of criminal 
acts including theft. | Starting the fire was a highly irresponsible criminal act.a 
violent/aggressive act Violent acts such as shootings happen every day. | We will 

track down those responsible for this violent act.a cowardly act (=not brave) The 
attack on defenceless civilians was a cowardly act. | The United States strongly 
condemns this cowardly act by murderous extremists.a heroic act (=a brave 

one) Ordinary people sometimes find themselves performing heroic acts.a 
deliberate/conscious act Clearly this was a deliberate act of vandalism. | The bridge 
was damaged in a deliberate act of sabotage.a symbolic act (=one that expresses an 

idea or feeling) At the end of the film, as a symbolic act she releases the bird from its 
cage.a physical act (=done with your body) The physical act of walking calmed her 
down a little.a terrorist act terrorist acts like the Oklahoma City bombingVERBScarry 

out an act also perform an act formal (=do something) The nurses performed many 
small acts of kindness. | They accused the group of carrying out terrible acts of 
violence. | He performed many acts of generosity during his life.commit an 

act formal (=do something bad) She was found guilty of committing a 
criminal act. | Anyone committing an illegal act deserves to be punished.2. a 
lawVERBSpass an act Once Parliament has passed an act, it becomes the law of the 

land. | Last week Congress passed an act temporarily banning new gambling 
websites.bring in/introduce an act (=start using an act as law) In 1961, before the 
Divorce Law Reform Act was introduced, the divorce rate was only 2.1%. | The 

Prevention of Terrorism Act was introduced several years ago.amend an act (=make 
small changes to it) The act was amended to make 70 the earliest retirement age. | In 
1985 the Education Act was amended to entitle children to remain in secondary school 

up to the age of 19 years.repeal an act (=officially end it) The Act was repealed by the 
Labour government. | The Vagrancy Act was repealed in 1989.an act prohibits 
sth (=it does not allow something) Section 47 of the Act prohibits the making of 

misleading statements to the police. | The act prohibits the sale of alcohol to 
children.an act allows sth The act allows the police to stop and search 
people.PHRASESan act comes into force/an act becomes law (=it starts to be the 

law) Since the act came into force, smoking is not allowed in public places. | The Clean 
Air Act became law in 1970. 
 

 
 
 

act2 /ækt/ verb  1. to do something or behave in a particular wayPHRASESact 

like a child/a man/an idiot etc Stop acting like a baby!act as if You must act as 
if nothing has happened.act out of love/fear etc He was acting out of concern for his 

family.act on behalf of sb/act for sb (=representing them) The lawyers are acting 
for people whose relatives died in the accident. | I am acting on behalf of my 
brother.act your age (=behave in a sensible, adult way) It’s time you started acting 
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your age!act in self-defence BrE act in self-defense AmE He said that he was 

attacked and just acted in self-defence.act in good faith (=act with honest 
intentions) The social workers acted in good faith when they removed the child from 

her home.ADVERBSact quickly/swiftly/immediately/decisively The police say they 
had to act quickly to protect the public. | The government should act decisively now.act 
strangely/suspiciously If you see someone acting suspiciously near a house, call the 

police. | She has been acting strangely recently.act differently If I had known he was 
ill, I would have acted differently.act fairly/reasonably The inspectors have a duty 
to act fairly.act illegally/unlawfully/dishonestly The court ruled that the councillors 

had acted illegally.act together We need to act together for the good of the 
community.act independently (=by yourself, not with other people or on behalf of an 
official organization) He was acting independently, not as part of a group.2. to perform 

in a play or filmNOUNSact a part/role He acts the part of an old man who is looking 
back on his life.ADVERBSsb acts well She is a natural actress and she 
can act very well.sth is well/beautifully/brilliantly acted The film is well written 

and well acted. | The movie is beautifully acted by Kate Winslet and Emma 
Thompson.PREPOSITIONSact in a play/movie/film He has acted in several Hollywood 

films.THESAURUS: actplayto act the part of a particular character in a play or  

film:The pirate was played by Johnny Depp. | Who is going to play the part of the 

wicked witch?performif a group of actors perform a play, they act in it for people to  

watch:The Leeds Theatre Group will be performing Shakespeare’s ‘King Lear’.  

 
 

 
 

action /ˈækʃən/ noun  1. the process of doing something, especially in order to 

achieve a particular thingVERBStake action (=do something) The government 

must take action to control inflation.call for/demand action Voters are demanding 
tougher action on gun crime.swing/spring/leap into action (=suddenly start doing 

something) The fire crew immediately swung into action.put sth into action (=start 
doing something you have planned to do) She was looking forward to putting her 
plans into action. | The committee uses the expertise of local organisations to put these 

ideas into action.need/require action We need action, not just 
words.ADJECTIVESimmediate/prompt/swift action Without immediate action, the 
company will go bankrupt.urgent action (=that needs to be done immediately) Urgent 

action is needed to protect the countryside for future generations.firm/tough 
action We need firm action to deal with the problem. | Environmental groups 
want tougher action on pollution.decisive action (=that has a big effect on the way 

something develops) We are urging the international community to take decisive 
action on debt relief.drastic action (=that has a very severe effect) The president 
decided to take drastic action.further action No further action is 

necessary.appropriate action (=that is suitable for the situation) Schools should 
take appropriate action to deal with bullying.direct action (=things that people to do 
in order to protest about something, especially in order to prevent a government or 

company from doing something) Local people are preparing to take direct action to 
prevent any mining on the island.preventive/evasive action (=that is intended to 
stop something from happening) The driver was forced to brake hard and take evasive 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [27] 

action.political action Some forms of political action are more effective than 

others.industrial/strike action (=that workers take in order to protest about pay, 
working conditions etc) The miners voted in favour of industrial action.joint 

action (=that two or more countries, organizations etc take together) Community 
leaders agreed to take joint action on scientific, social, and environmental 
issues.PREPOSITIONSaction on sth Action on global warming requires international 

cooperation.action against sth An agreement to take joint action against drug 
trafficking was signed last year.action from/by sb Action from car manufacturers to 
increase security has made modern cars more difficult to steal.PHRASESa course of 

action (=something that you decide to do) Have you decided on a course of action?a 
plan of action/an action plan The general outlined his plan of action for the 
campaign. | Environmental groups have put forward an action plan.2. something that 

someone doesVERBSperform an action formal (=do it) This action was performed 
without any concern for his own safety.defend/justify sb’s actions The chief of police 
tried to justify his actions.ADJECTIVESprompt/swift actions (=quick 

actions) Her prompt actions probably saved my life.PHRASEShold sb responsible for 
their actions (=decide that someone can be punished if they have done anything 

wrong) The child was too young to be held responsible for his actions.THESAURUS: 

actionacta particular type of action:I think the killing was an act of desperation. | He 

was charged with committing a violent criminal act.activitiesthings that people do,  

especially for enjoyment or to achieve an aim:Her leisure activities include reading and 

playing computer games. | His political activities resulted in him going to  

prison. | Surveys may not give a true picture of people’s  

activities.behaviour BrE behavior AmEthe things that someone does and the way 

they behave:Do you think that advertisements really influence people’s  

behaviour? | The man’s behaviour seemed rather odd.movesomething that you do in  

order to achieve something:Her decision to sell the shares had been a smart  

move. | It’s a bold move to start a business in the current economic climate. | He 

needed time to figure out his next move.stepone of a series of things that you do in  

order to deal with a problem or to succeed:The first step is to make sure we have got  

funding for the project. | We must take steps to make sure that this does not happen 

again. | This is an important step towards peace.measurean official action that is  

intended to deal with a particular problem:There are increased security measures at  

airports. | The school was closed as a precautionary measure following a chemical  

leak.gesturesomething that you do to show how you feel about someone or  

something:Do you think it would be a nice gesture to send her some flowers? | The 

company gave us £100 as a gesture of goodwill (=something that someone does to  

show that they want to be friendly and helpful).deed especially literaryan action,  

especially one that is very good or very bad:One day he will be punished for his evil  

deeds. | The book tells the story of the heroic deeds of King Arthur and his  

knights. | This is my good deed for the day.exploits formalexciting or brave 

actions:They made a film about his daring exploits during the 
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war. | Simon's exploits were legendary among his fellow colleagues.featsomething  

someone does that people admire because you need a lot of skill, courage, or strength  

to do it:Completing a marathon is a remarkable feat for a six-year-old. | The bridge is  

a great feat of engineering.3. fighting during a warPHRASESbe killed/wounded in 

action Four of her sons have been killed in action.be missing in action (=used to say 
that a soldier has not returned after a battle and their body has not been found) A 

further 9,000 allied military personnel are still officially listed as missing in 
action.VERBSsee action (=be involved in fighting) By the time he was 20 he’d seen 
action in the Gulf War and Bosnia.go into action American soldiers are going into 

action against the Mujahadin.be sent into action He declared that French soldiers will 
not be sent into action in Iraq.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + actionmilitary action America is 
not ruling out military action against Iran.enemy action The ship was damaged 

by enemy action.4. if you take action against someone in a court of law, you bring a 
legal case against them, to try to prove that they did something 
wrongADJECTIVES/NOUNS + actionlegal action They are threatening to take legal 

action against the hospital.court action The couple are still considering whether to 
take court action.a libel action (=taken against someone who has written or printed 
untrue statements about you) Judge Johan Kreigler dismissed a libel action brought 

against two newspapers.a civil action (=involving business or property, rather than a 
crime) The victim can seek damages in a civil action.disciplinary action (=official 
action to punish someone, especially in their job) Mr Hollings is facing disciplinary 

action for sending sexual emails to colleagues.VERBStake (legal) action He 
threatened to take legal action if his money was not refunded.file/launch an 
action (=officially start the process) Several companies have filed civil actions for the 

damage done to their businesses.bring a legal action against sb/sth (=start 
one) Justice Mayor ruled that she cannot bring a legal action for damages against the 
plaintiff.face legal action The council demanded that we remove the posters, or face 

legal action.drop an action (=decide not to continue with it) The students agreed 
to drop their action.threaten legal action The singer threatened legal action against 
the magazine.consider legal action Robinson is now considering legal action for unfair 

dismissal.PREPOSITIONSaction against sb They took legal action against the builders 
who left them without a roof on their home. 
 

 
 

active /ˈæktɪv/ adjective  1. always busy doing physical or mental 

activitiesNOUNSan active life He lived a full and active life.an active lifestyle An 
active lifestyle can reduce your chance of developing heart disease.an active 
mind She has a very active mind and loves doing crosswords and other puzzles.an 

active imagination Children often have very active imaginations.VERBSkeep/stay 
active also remain active formal We try to keep active by going for a walk every 
day.ADVERBSphysically active You need to become more physically active, so why not 

join an exercise class?mentally active Doing number puzzles helps keep me mentally 
active.2. very involved in an organization or activityNOUNSan active member He is 
an active member of the school drama club.an active participant (=someone who 

takes part in something and does things for it) The student must be an active 
participant in the learning process.active participation/involvement The school 
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encourages the active involvement of parents. | Active participation in community life is 

important in small towns and villages.active support (=encouragement or help) He 
wrote the book with the active support of his wife, Pam.an active supporter The 

actress is an active supporter of animal rights groups.ADVERBShighly active (=very 
active) Charlie is a highly active member of the school drama club.politically 
active She became politically active at college.economically active (=working in an 

economy) The number of men aged 65–69 who are economically active has 
decreased.PREPOSITIONSactive in (doing) sth She has been active in raising money 
for charity for years.PHRASEStake an active part/play an active role in sth Most of 

the students take an active part in sports. | Do you play an active role in your 
community?take an active interest in sth Not many young people take an active 
interest in gardening. | As a teenager he began to take an active interest in 

politics.take active steps to do sth You should take active steps towards reducing 
stress. 
 

 

activity /ækˈtɪvəti, ækˈtɪvɪti/ noun  things that people doADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ activityleisure activities (=things that you do for enjoyment) She doesn’t have 

much time for leisure activities.cultural activities There is plenty of opportunity for 
children to get involved in cultural activities.classroom/school activities Amelia had 
lost interest in school activities and didn’t attend the school prom.outdoor 

activities The college is well situated for students who are interested in outdoor 
activities.physical/mental activity Regular physical activity helps to control your 
weight. | Your mental activity starts to slow down as you grow old.criminal/illegal 

activity The bar was being used for illegal activities.political/economic 
activity Political activity is closely controlled by the government. | The current level 
of economic activity will influence business confidence.terrorist activities Two men 

were charged with terrorist activities after the bombings.business/commercial 
activity Internet shopping is a rapidly developing area of business activity.military 
activity There has been an increase in military activity in the area.human 

activity There was no sign of any human activity.VERBStake part in an activity The 
children were encouraged to take part in several different activities.engage 
in/participate in an activity formal (=take part) Police suspect he may have 

engaged in criminal activities.be involved in an activity The men were involved 
in terrorist activities.do an activity He doesn’t do a lot of physical activity.Don’t 
say make an activity. Say take part in an activity or be involved in an 

activity.PHRASESthe level of activity The level of economic activity has increased.a 
flurry of activity (=a time when people are suddenly very busy) The morning passed 
by in a flurry of activity.a burst of activity (=a sudden increase in activity) Your 

muscles need to be strong enough to handle sudden bursts of activity.a hive of 
activity (=a place where people are busy doing something) The kitchen was a hive of 
activity. 

 
 
 

actor /ˈæktə $ -ər/ noun  someone who performs in plays or filmsADJECTIVESa 

good/fine/great actor He had a reputation as a fine actor. | This fine actor has been 
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delighting audiences for years.a talented/accomplished actor (=very good) Daniel 

Radcliffe is a talented young actor.a well-known/famous actor Tom Cruise is a 
very famous actor. | I’d really like to be a famous actor. | The Hollywood formula 

requires you to spend lots of money and hire well-known actors.a struggling 
actor (=one who is not getting many jobs) We shared a house when we were 
both struggling actors.an aspiring actor (=someone who wants to be an actor) Every 

year aspiring actors arrive in Hollywood looking for work.a professional actor The 
plays will be recorded in a studio with professional actors. | It isn’t easy to become a 
successful professional actor.an amateur actor (=one who is not paid) The play will be 

performed by local amateur actors.the leading/principal actor (=the person playing 
the most important part) Who was the leading actor in ‘The Sound of Music’?a 
supporting actor (=the person playing the second most important part) She was 

awarded an Oscar for Best Supporting Actor. | Awards were presented to star Alan 
Rickman and supporting actor Ian McKellen.a comic actor (=one who acts in funny 
plays or films) He was a comic actor and he always got a laugh.a classical 

actor (=one who acts parts from plays by writers such as Shakespeare) a drama school 
that trains classical actors | Richard Burton turned himself into a great young classical 
actor.NOUNS + actora film/movie actor Joe wanted to be a movie actor from an early 

age.a television/TV actor For several years he had small parts as a television actor.a 
stage actor Stage actors are often badly paid.a Hollywood actor Hollywood actor 
Michael Douglas will be on the show to talk about his latest movie.a character 

actor (=one who plays unusual characters, rather than the most important 
characters) As a character actor you get to play some interesting parts.a child 
actor As a child actor, he played the role of Harry Potter.a comedy actor (=one who 

acts in funny plays and films) Jason was voted top TV comedy actor.VERBSan actor 
plays a part/role/character The 31-year-old actor plays the role of Albert.an actor 
performs a play/scene The actors performed the scene in full costume.an actor 

rehearses (for) sth (=practises for a play or film) The actors are busy rehearsing 

for the opening night of the play. Actor or actress?The word actor can be used  

about both men and women. Women who appear in plays and films prefer to be  

called actors.However, in everyday English, many people often still use actor about  

a man, and actress about a woman. THESAURUS: actoractressa woman who 

performs in a play or film. Many women prefer to be called actors rather  

than actresses:Who was the actress who played Jane Eyre? | She’s one of my 

favourite actresses. | Angelina Jolie is a famous actress who has starred in many 

successful films. | She began her career as a movie actress in 1998.stara famous 

actor:Julia Roberts is a famous Hollywood star. | The hotel is popular with movie  

stars. | He was a famous film star in the 1950s. | Peter thinks the multi-million-pound 

contracts paid to Hollywood stars today are obscene.the starsomeone who plays the 

most important part in a play or film:Daniel Radcliffe is the star of the ‘Harry Potter’  

films. | Jennifer Aniston is the star of the new movie.co-starone of two or more 

famous actors who have important parts in a play or film:Her co-star Jodie Foster won 

the Best Actress Award. | Greta Garbo took a violent dislike to her co-star, Fredric  
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March.the leadthe main acting part in a play or film:He will play the lead in a new 

version of ‘Dracula’. | He has also been asked to play the lead in an Italian mini-series  

about the early life of Mussolini.extraan actor in a film who does not say anything but  

is part of a crowd:She started her career as an extra in TV soap operas. | He was given  

the chance to play an extra in Martin Scorsese’s new film.understudyan actor who 

learns a part in a play so that they can act the part if the usual actor is ill:Vanessa had 

flu, and her place was taken by her understudy, Miss Lisa Fennell. | The actress is ill  

and her understudy is to play the part tonight.A GROUP OF ACTORSthe castall the 

actors in a play or film:Other members of the cast include Johnny Depp and Danny 

DeVito. | She will head the cast (=she will have the most important part). | Members  

of the cast were on the stage rehearsing.companya group of actors who perform plays  

together:In 2006, he joined the Royal Shakespeare Company. | The play will be 

performed by an all-female company. | The company is touring the country with a  

production of Othello.  

 

 
 

actress /ˈæktrɪs/ noun  a woman who performs in plays or filmsADJECTIVESa 

good/fine/great actress Judy Garland was a truly great actress.a 
talented/accomplished actress (=very good) Hurley is a highly talented actress.a 
well-known/famous actress Lenya became a famous actress in the 1930s.a 

professional actress She has been a professional actress for over thirty years.the 
leading/principal actress (=the woman playing the most important part) Zhou Xun 
won the Best Leading Actress Award for her role in the film.a supporting actress (=a 

woman playing the second most important part) Huston won an Oscar as best 
supporting actress in 1985.an aspiring actress (=someone who wants to be an 
actress) Marilyn was an aspiring young actress.a comic actress (=one who acts in 

funny plays or films) She is best known as a comic actress.NOUNS + actressa 
film/stage/television actress Gish was the finest film actress of her generation.a 
Hollywood actress She looked like a glamorous Hollywood actress.a child 

actress Susan was a former child actress, making her first film at the age of four.a 
comedy actress (=one who acts in funny plays and films) The film stars comedy 
actress Goldie Hawn.VERBSan actress plays a part/role/character Lynd is played by 

French actress Eva Green. 
 
 

 

acute adjective  THESAURUS > bad (2) 

 
 

adapt verb  THESAURUS > change1 (1), change1 (2) 
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addict /ˈædɪkt/ noun  1. someone who likes something very much and does it a 

lotNOUNS + addicta (computer) games addict Ken is a computer games addict and 
he spends most evenings on his computer.a chocolate/caffeine addict Some caffeine 
addicts will drink eight or ten cups a day. | My sister is a chocolate addict and she is 

always eating chocolates.a TV addict The British are a nation of TV addicts.a news 
addict The show is aimed at news addicts.a soap opera addict She is a soap 
opera addict and she always knows what has been happening to all the 

characters.THESAURUS: addictjunkienews junkie | political junkie | media 

junkie | sports junkiesomeone who is very interested in a particular subject and is  

always watching programs or reading about it:a 24 hour news channel for news 

junkies | Political junkies will be staying up all night to watch the election results come 

in. | The website appeals to a small audience of media junkies. Junkie, fanatic,  

and ~aholic all sound rather informal. fanaticfitness fanatic | sports  

fanatic | baseball fanatic | football fanatic | cricket fanatic | crossword 

fanaticsomeone who likes something very much, especially sports or games, and does  

it a lot:He is a fitness fanatic and he spends three hours a day at the gym. | Our family  

are all sports fanatics.~aholicworkaholic | shopaholic | chocoholicused in words  

about people who do something too much:My dad was a workaholic and he sometimes  

worked 80 hours a week (=someone who is always working). | Shopaholics will love 

the new shopping mall (=someone who loves shopping). | Don’t leave the box 

anywhere near Kevin – he’s a chocoholic and it will be gone in a few 

minutes (=someone who loves eating chocolate). ~aholic comes  

from alcoholic. 2. someone who is unable to stop taking drugsADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ addicta drug addict The project helps drug addicts to find their way back into normal 
society.a cocaine/heroin addict Heroin addicts often steal to get money to buy 

drugs.a former addict As a former addict, he knows how hard it is to struggle with 
drug problems.a registered addict (=an addict who is on an official 

list) Registered drug addicts can get free help and advice.a recovering addict She 
works as a counsellor for recovering addicts.VERBStreat/help an addict The charity 
runs a home for treating drug addicts. 

 
 
 

 

address /əˈdres $ əˈdres, ˈædres/ noun  1. the details of where someone lives, 

where a company, school etc is, or the details of someone’s email 
accountADJECTIVES/NOUNS + addresssb’s old/new address What’s your new 

address?sb’s email address My email address is chrisfox@pearson.com.sb’s 
home/private address I sent the letter to his home address.sb’s 
work/business/school address I sent the letter to her work address. | My business 

address is on my card.a web/website address Just type in the web address.a 
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postal/mailing address Please give your bank’s full postal address.a full 

address You need to give your full address, including the postcode.a forwarding 
address (=a new address for sending mail to when you move from your old 

address) They moved without leaving a forwarding address.a false/fake address He 
gave the police a false address.VERBSgive sb your address She refused 
to give me her address.have/know sb’s address Do you know Helen’s address? | No 

one seems to have his address.lose sb’s address I wanted to write to him, but 
I’ve lost his address.change your address Please notify the school if you change your 
address.address + NOUNSaddress book (=book or part of a computer where you keep 

people’s addresses) Address books can hold all your personal contacts and their 
details.PREPOSITIONSat an address We’ve been at this address for over ten years.the 
address of sb/sth Do you know the address of the school?PHRASESsb’s name and 

address We’ll need your full name and address.a change of address You need to 
inform your bank if there’s been a change of address.of no fixed address (=having no 
permanent home – used especially in news reports) A 25-year-old man of no fixed 

address has been arrested.2. a formal speechADJECTIVESa presidential 
address Schultz presented this theory in his presidential address to the American 
Economic Association.an inaugural address (=by someone starting an important job, 

especially by the president) In his inaugural address, the new president said that his 
first priority was to create more jobs.an opening address (=the first one at an 
event) He gave the opening address at the party conference.the keynote 

address (=the main and most important one) Professor Jones will deliver the keynote 
address at the meeting.a televised address (=on television) In a televised address to 
the French people, he announced the death of General de Gaulle.annual address The 

Queen will deliver her annual address to the British people.VERBSgive/deliver an 
address Eliot gave an address at the University of Glasgow.PREPOSITIONSan address 
to sb/sth The president will give an address to the United Nations.an address by 

sb There was an address by the school principal.in an address In her address to the 
members, the chairwoman reminded them of the aims of the society. 
 

 
 

adequate AC /ˈædɪkwət, ˈædɪkwɪt/ adjective  enough for a particular 

purposeADVERBSbarely/hardly adequate (=not really adequate) The roads are barely 
adequate to cope with the amount of traffic.quite adequate/perfectly 
adequate (=completely adequate – used for emphasis) The amount of food was quite 

adequate for the number of guests. | The heating is perfectly adequate for a room of 
this size.more than adequate The safety measures were found to be more than 
adequate.NOUNSadequate protection Make sure your sunglasses provide adequate 

protection against harmful rays.an adequate explanation/information No doctor 
could provide an adequate explanation for his illness. | Parents need to have adequate 
information from their doctors.an adequate supply of sth An adequate supply of land 

for building is available.adequate preparation The importance of adequate 
preparation cannot be overemphasized.adequate training Staff said that they had not 
received adequate training for dealing with this type of situation.adequate support He 

didn’t feel that he was getting adequate support for his work.adequate 
resources/facilities Children need to have adequate resources in order to 
learn.adequate time Set aside adequate time for planning your essay.an adequate 
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amount/level of sth There needs to be an adequate amount of protein in your 

diet.VERBSconsider sth to be adequate/regard sth as adequate Thirty minutes of 
gentle exercise each day is considered to be adequate by most doctors.prove 

adequate (=be shown to be adequate) The government’s policy has not proved 
adequate to deal with the problem.PREPOSITIONSadequate for sth The house was 

small, but it was perfectly adequate for my needs.THESAURUS: 

adequate→ enough 

 

 
 

adjourn /əˈdʒɜːn $ -ɜːrn/ verb  to stop an official meeting for a short 

time GrammarUsually passive. NOUNSadjourn a meeting We decided to adjourn the 

meeting until the following week.adjourn a trial/case/hearing The judge 
can adjourn the trial to allow the prisoner to receive medical 

treatment.ADVERBSadjourn sth indefinitely (=used when you do not know when 
something will start again) The case has been adjourned indefinitely while new 

evidence is being examined.PREPOSITIONSadjourn sth until tomorrow/next week 
etc The meeting will be adjourned until next month. 
 

 
 

adjust verb  THESAURUS > change1 (2) 

 
 
 

administration AC /ədˌmɪnəˈstreɪʃən, ədˌmɪnɪˈstreɪʃən/ noun  1. the 

government of a countryADJECTIVES/NOUNS + administrationthe Kennedy/Obama 
etc administration The Obama administration faced a severe economic crisis.the 

US/Russian/Chinese administration The US administration says it wants to tackle 
climate change.the present/current administration The current administration has 
failed to deal with the US’s huge financial problems.the previous administration He 

blamed the previous administration for getting the country into a financial mess.the 
new administration The new administration has promised that it will work to create 
more jobs.successive administrations (=one after another of several 

administrations) Successive administrations have failed to deal with the problem of 
unemployment.a colonial administration The country was ruled by a French colonial 
administration.administration + NOUNSan administration 

official Senior administration officials, including the Secretary of State, will be visiting 
China in May.VERBSform an administration The two parties have decided to work 

together and form an administration. Administration is often used when talking  

about the government of the United States: the Obama administration. When talking  

about the UK, people often just use the word government: They are having to clear  

up the mess left by the previous government. 2. the activities that are involved in 
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managing the work of a company or organizationADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ administrationgood/efficient administration More efficient administration of 
government departments will save large amounts of money.bad/poor/inefficient 

administration Many of these problems are caused by poor administration.financial 
administration I am interested in a career in financial administration.business 
administration She has a Master’s Degree in Business Administration.the general 

administration A small team of officials will take over the general administration of 
the school.the day-to-day administration (=the activity of making decisions about 
everyday matters) He takes care of the day-to-day administration of the company.local 

administration New state governments would be responsible for local 
administration and some tax collection.public administration The number of people 
employed in public administration has increased.central administration The central 

administration consists of a number of different government ministries. 
 
 

 
 

admiration /ˌædməˈreɪʃən/ noun  a feeling of great respect and liking for 

something or someoneADJECTIVESgreat/deep admiration I have great admiration for 
his work. | She had a deep admiration for the work of Russian writers.profound 
admiration (=very great admiration) Bacon expressed his profound admiration for 

Picasso’s paintings.genuine/real admiration “Your mother is a remarkable woman,” 
said John with genuine admiration in his voice.grudging/reluctant 
admiration (=unwilling admiration) She has won grudging admiration from her rivals.a 

sneaking admiration for sb (=you secretly admire someone) He had always had a 
sneaking admiration for his opponent.open admiration (=you do not try to hide your 
admiration) Her father looked at her in open admiration.mutual admiration (=that 

two or more people feel for each other) Their friendship was based on mutual 
admiration.VERBShave great/deep etc admiration They have the 
greatest admiration for his music.be filled with admiration/be full of 

admiration I’m full of admiration for what you’ve done.win/earn sb’s 
admiration His films have won him the admiration of the critics.express/show your 
admiration The mayor expressed his admiration for the Cuban leader. | I wanted 

to show my admiration for what he had done.PREPOSITIONSadmiration for 
sb/sth His son was full of admiration for him.in/with admiration Daniel gazed at 
her in admiration.PHRASEShave nothing but admiration for sb/sth (=have a lot of 

admiration for someone or something) We have nothing but admiration for the way you 
handled the problem.respect and admiration She won the respect and admiration of 
all her colleagues. 

 
 
 

admire /ədˈmaɪə $ -ˈmaɪr/ verb [T not in progressive]  to think that someone or 

something is good GrammarAdmire is not used in the progressive. Don’t say I am  

admiring him. Say I admire him. ADVERBSgreatly admire (=very much) He greatly 

admired Wordsworth’s poems.be much admired Her books are much admired in the 
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US.be widely/universally admired (=by many people) Hunt was widely admired by 

his fellow pilots.secretly admire Although what he did was wrong, many 
people secretly admired him.particularly admire We contacted artists whose work 

we particularly admired.PREPOSITIONSadmire sb/sth for 
sth He admired them for their determination.PHRASESyou can’t help but 
admire/you have to admire (=used when saying that someone or something 

deserves to be admired) You can’t help but admire his courage.THESAURUS: 

admirerespectto have a good opinion of someone, even if you do not agree with  

them, for example because they have achieved a lot or have high standards:She is  

respected by all her colleagues at the university. | She’s an actor who is not prepared  

to compromise, and her audience loves and respects her for that.revere /rɪˈvɪə $ -

ˈvɪr/ formalto greatly admire someone because of their achievements and personal  

qualities, especially someone famous. You also use revere about admiring things that  

are considered to be extremely good:Mandela is revered as one of the great leaders of  

our time. | His poems are revered by other poets. You also use revere about  

someone or something that people consider to be holy: The temple is dedicated to  

Jagannath, revered by Hindus as the god of the universe. look up to sbto admire  

someone who is older or who has more experience than you:All the young comedians  

look up to him.think highly of sbto think that someone is good at what they do:His  

teachers seem to think very highly of him.idolize also idolise BrEto admire someone 

so much that you think they are perfect – used especially about famous people or  

people in your family:He idolized his brother. | Jane grew up idolizing Princess  

Diana.hero-worshipto admire someone a lot and want to be like them – often used 

when this seems unreasonable or extreme:She hero-worshipped John to such an 

extent that she was blind to his faults.  

 

 
 

admirer /ədˈmaɪərə $ -ˈmaɪrər/ noun  THESAURUS > fan 

 
 

admission /ədˈmɪʃən/ noun  1. the act of going into a place, or the amount that 

you pay to go inADJECTIVES/NOUNS + admissionfree admission Admission is free on 

Sundays.half-price admission There is half-price admission for children.general 
admission (=for most people) Tickets are $10 general admission and $5 for children 
under 5.open admissions (=allowing anybody to do something, without any 

limits) Most community colleges have an open admissions policy.NOUNS 

+ admissioncollege/university/school admissions College admissions have 

increased by 5% this year.hospital admissions Hospital admissions due to alcohol 
have increased.an emergency admission The emergency room deals with over 
300 emergency admissions a day.VERBSrefuse/deny sb admission He was refused 
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admission to law school.seek admission (=ask to enter) She was advised by her 

doctor to seek admission to hospital.gain admission (=succeed in entering a place) A 
large crowd was struggling to gain admission to the exhibition.include admission The 

ticket price includes admission to the museum.apply for admission The document 
explains how to apply for admission to a university.admission + NOUNSan admission 
charge/fee There is an admission charge to go into the gallery.the admission 

price/price of admission The admission price includes a ride on the steam train.the 
admissions criteria (=the set of rules used to decide who can join a college or other 
organization) The college changed its admissions criteria to encourage a wider range of 

students to study there.the admissions procedure/process The admissions 
procedure takes just a few minutes.the admissions officer For more information 
about courses, contact your college admissions officer.the admissions office Please 

hand in your form at the university admissions office.PREPOSITIONSadmission to 
sth Admission to the gallery is £2.on admission (=when you go in) You can pay on 
admission.PHRASESan application for admission Application for admission to these 

courses should be made on the University’s direct entry form.2. a statement in which 
you admit that something is true or that you have done something wrongPHRASESan 
admission of guilt/failure/defeat/responsibility/liability His statement was 

an admission of guilt.by/on sb’s own admission (=based on someone’s own 
words) By her own admission, she lied about the incident.ADJECTIVESa frank 
admission We weren’t expecting such a frank admission from him.a clear 

admission It was a clear admission that they knew they could not win.a grudging 
admission (=which someone does not want to make) There was a grudging 
admission that events had not gone as well as planned.a tacit admission (=in which 

you do not say something directly) His resignation is a tacit admission that he feels 
responsible for what happened.a full admission When the man was interviewed he 
made a full admission.VERBSmake an admission I have an admission to make – I 

didn’t tell you everything that happened last night. 
 
 

 

admit /ədˈmɪt/ verb  to agree that something is true, especially when you do not 

want to do this, or to say that you have done something wrong or illegalNOUNSadmit 

the truth He knows his marriage is over, but he can’t bring himself to admit the 
truth.admit your mistake Last night he admitted his mistake and offered a public 
apology.admit responsibility/blame A terrorist organization has admitted 

responsibility for the attack.admit guilt (=admit that you are guilty) The prisoner 
refused to admit guilt for what happened.admit liability (=legally admit that you are 
responsible and that you will pay money for the damage that has been caused) The 

company has admitted liability for the accident.admit defeat (=admit that you cannot 
succeed) The team refused to admit defeat.admit the possibility She finally admitted 
the possibility that she might have made a mistake.ADVERBSfreely/openly/readily 

admit sth (=admit something without being ashamed) The star freely admits that he 
has made mistakes in the past. | Phillips openly admits to having an alcohol 
problem.grudgingly/reluctantly admit (=admit something when you do not want 

to) She grudgingly admitted that I was a better player than she was.VERBShave to 
admit/be forced to admit sth In the end, she had to admit that she was 
wrong. | The government was forced to admit that its economic policy wasn’t 
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working.refuse to admit sth The company refused to admit that they had caused the 

problem.PREPOSITIONSadmit to sb He later admitted to me that he was lying.admit 
to (doing) sth People will not admit to illegal activities because they are afraid of 

being punished.PHRASESbe willing/prepared/ready to admit sth The chairman said 
he was willing to admit that there had been some problems.be ashamed to admit 
sth David was ashamed to admit that he had lied to his parents.be reluctant/loath to 

admit sth (=not want to admit something) I’m loath to admit it, but you’re probably 
right.be the first to admit sth (=used when saying that someone is very willing to 
admit something) I will be the first to admit that I have made mistakes in my life.I 

must admit/I have to admit spoken (=used when saying that you admit that 
something is true) I must admit, I had my doubts at first.I don’t mind admitting 
sth I’m scared and I don’t mind admitting it.I hate to admit it, but… spoken I hate to 

admit it, but her cake tastes better than mine.THESAURUS: admitTO ADMIT THAT 

SOMETHING IS TRUEconcede formalto admit something in a discussion or  

argument:‘You may be right,’ Bridget conceded. | It was a decision which he now 

concedes was incorrect.acknowledge /əkˈnɒlɪdʒ/ formalto say that something is true 

or that a situation exists:The report acknowledges that research on animals is not  

always a reliable guide when it comes to humans. | They do not want to acknowledge 

the fact that things have changed.confessto admit something that you feel  

embarrassed or ashamed about:Bradley confessed that he struggled to finish the 

race. | I must confess I don’t like his wife at all.Granted/I grant you formal  

spokenused when admitting that something is true, although you do not think it makes  

much difference to the main point. Granted is usually used at the beginning of a  

sentence, or on its own:She has a lot of experience, I grant you, but she’s not good at  

managing people. | Granted the economic situation is improving, but unemployment is  

still too high.TO ADMIT YOU HAVE DONE SOMETHING WRONGconfessto tell the police or  

someone in authority that you have done something bad, especially when they have 

persuaded you to do this:He finally confessed that he had stolen the money. | The 

man confessed to the murder of Police Constable Cook. | Saunders confessed to the 

police that he was the person who carried out the robbery. | They told her that if she 

confessed, she would get a lighter sentence.own upto admit that you have done 

something wrong, usually something that is not very serious. Own up is more informal  

than admit or confess:He owned up to his mistake straight away.fess up informalto  

admit that you have done something wrong that is not very serious:Come on, fess up!  

Where were you last night?come clean informalto finally admit something bad that  

you have been trying to hide:They want the government to come clean on where all  

the money has gone.  
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adolescent /ˌædəˈlesənt◂/ adjective  THESAURUS > young 

 
 
 

adopt verb  1. to start to use a plan or method GrammarOften  

passive. NOUNSadopt an approach It’s a shame that this approach isn’t adopted by 

more companies.adopt a method We got better results when a different method of 
raising money was adopted.adopt a policy/strategy The protesters adopted a 
policy of non-violence.ADVERBSbe widely/generally adopted (=be adopted by many 

people) Her classic costume designs were widely adopted throughout Hollywood.be 
universally adopted (=be adopted by everybody) This method of teaching children to 
read was soon universally adopted.be enthusiastically adopted The policy 

was enthusiastically adopted by the new government.2. to accept a proposal at a 

meeting GrammarOften passive. NOUNSadopt a 

proposal/motion/resolution The motion to go on strike was adopted by a clear 
majority of workers.ADVERBSbe officially/formally adopted Resolutions are formally 
adopted by a simple majority vote.be adopted unanimously (=by everyone at a 

meeting) A proposal must be adopted unanimously in order to become company policy. 
 
 

 

adult1 AC /ˈædʌlt, əˈdʌlt/ noun [C]  a fully grown person or animalADJECTIVESa 

young adult The novel is aimed at young adults.a healthy adult The risk of catching 

the disease is rare for healthy adults.a responsible adult (=someone who can be 
trusted to look after someone) Children can watch the movie, if they are accompanied 
by a responsible adult.a mature adult (=one who behaves sensibly) Let’s discuss this 

like mature adults.VERBSbecome an adult When we become adults we tend to think 
we’ve learnt everything we need to know.adult + NOUNSsb’s adult life She spent most 
of her adult life in Africa.adult education/training The demand for evening classes 

and other forms of adult education has increased.adult supervision (=adults watching 
children to make sure they are safe and behave well) Young children are not allowed to 
play on the beach without adult supervision.the adult world I was young and I knew 

little about the adult world.adult literacy (=the ability of adults to read and 
write) Britain has one of the lowest levels of adult literacy in the industrialised world. 
 

 
 
 

adult2 AC /ˈædʌlt, əˈdʌlt/ adjective  fully grown or developedNOUNSan adult 

male/female One in three adult males in this area is unemployed. | A family of lions, 
known as a pride, comprises two adult males and seven adult females.an adult 

man/woman Nine out of ten adult women work or study full-time outside the 
home.the adult population Smokers have been a minority in the adult 
population since 1976.an adult child/son/daughter She is married, with four adult 

children. | He has an adult son, David.an adult learner This course is designed 
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for adult learners of English.an adult member All the adult members of the family are 

in full-time employment. 
 

 
 

advance noun  a change or discovery that brings progressADJECTIVESa 

great/huge/major advance The discovery represents a major advance in cancer 
treatment.an important/significant advance The school has made important 
advances in dealing with deaf children.a 

medical/scientific/technological/technical advance The development of the drug 
has been a huge medical advance.VERBSmake an advance The two groups have made 
an important advance towards working together.PREPOSITIONSadvances in 

science/technology etc Communication has been transformed by advances in 
technology. 

 
 
 

advanced /ədˈvɑːnst $ ədˈvænst/ adjective  1. using very modern technology 

and ideasNOUNSadvanced technology/techniques The company uses the 
most advanced technology available. | The tumours are treated 
using advanced surgical techniques.an advanced country/society/civilization Pay 

is higher in advanced industrial countries. | Advanced societies depend on new 
technology.an advanced economy The US has a greater capacity to create jobs than 
any other advanced economy.an advanced system The ship is equipped with 

an advanced missile defense system.advanced features The phone has 
several advanced features, including a high-resolution video camera.advanced 
equipment Advanced equipment is used at airports to check people’s bags.advanced 

weapons Britain has been supplying the country with advanced weapons including 
fighter aircraft.ADVERBShighly advanced The communications system is highly 

advanced.technologically/technically advanced Japan is one of the world’s 

most technologically advanced countries.THESAURUS: 

advancedsophisticatedequipment | technology | system | way | method | ap

proach | technique | weaponadvanced – used about equipment, systems etc that  

are cleverly designed but also complicated:Sophisticated medical equipment saved his  

life. | The system they use is highly sophisticated. | This technique requires  

extremely sophisticated methods of analysis. | The weapons used by terrorists are 

becoming more and more sophisticated.highly 

developedeconomy | society | industry | system | sense | skill | understanding

good and effective compared to other countries, people, or animals:One of the marks  

of a highly developed economy is the existence of a sophisticated financial system. | It  

is a feature of highly developed societies that they place great value on educating  

young people. | New Zealand has a highly developed tourism industry. | There is  

a highly developed system of mass production. | The dog has a highly developed 

sense of smell. | Her strengths are her highly developed social skills and her  
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humor. | Even the youngest students have a highly developed understanding of how 

language works.high-tech/hi-

techequipment | device | goods | products | weapons | industry | company | fi

rm | businessusing very advanced technology, especially electronic equipment and 

computers:High-tech listening equipment was used to find survivors from the 

earthquake. | Many hi-tech industries are based in Silicon Valley.state-of-the-

arttechnology | equipment | software | facilities | system | drug | kitchenusing  

the newest and most advanced features, ideas, and materials that are available:Its  

factory uses state-of-the-art technology. | The football club has invested £40 million  

in state-of-the-art training facilities. | The sound system is state-of-the-art.cutting-

edgetechnology | research | designcutting-edge technology or research is the most  

advanced that there is at this time:The building uses cutting-edge technology to cut  

energy consumption. | He has been involved in cutting-

edge medical research.THESAURUS: advanced→ modern (2)2. studying a 

subject at a high level, or having a high level of skillNOUNSan advanced student The 
class is for advanced students of English.an advanced course The college has 
an advanced course in jewellery design.advanced level At six he could solve 

complicated mathematical equations and play chess at an advanced level.an advanced 
certificate/diploma/qualification Staff have to take an advanced certificate in food 
hygiene. 

 
 
 

advantage /ədˈvɑːntɪdʒ $ ədˈvæn-/ noun  something good that helps someone 

or something to be more successful than othersADJECTIVESa big/great/major 
advantage It’s a great advantage to be able to speak some Spanish.a slight 
advantage (=a small one) Karpov enjoyed a slight advantage over his opponent.an 

unfair advantage Companies that receive government subsidies have an unfair 
advantage.an important/significant advantage This software has a significant 

advantage in that it is easy to use.a definite/distinct/obvious advantage Electronic 
trading has a number of distinct advantages.a real advantage (=a definite 
advantage) The new system has some real advantages.the main advantage The main 

advantage of digital photography is that there is no film to process.an added 
advantage (=an extra advantage) Candidates with experience in Sales and Marketing 
would have an added advantage.a political/military/financial 

advantage Republicans have a political advantage in most of those areas. | The 
military advantage had shifted towards the rebels.a psychological 
advantage Winning the first game gives you a psychological advantage over your 

opponent.a competitive advantage (=one relating to competition) The company’s 
longer opening hours give it a competitive advantage.Don’t say a good advantage. 
Say a big advantage or a real advantage.VERBShave an advantage also enjoy an 

advantage formal Our parents didn’t have all the advantages that we have. | Western 
countries enjoyed considerable advantages in terms of technology. | Western countries 
enjoyed considerable advantages in terms of technology.get/gain an advantage Both 
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teams tried to get an advantage.give sb an advantage His height gives him a 

big advantage.work to your advantage (=make you have an advantage – often used 
when this is unexpected) Sometimes a lack of experience can work to your 

advantage.see the advantage (=understand the advantage) I can see the 
advantage of living near the station.PREPOSITIONSthe advantage of 
sth The advantage of this method is that it is much quicker.be an advantage to 

sb Playing at our own stadium in front of our own fans will be an advantage 
to us.there is an advantage to sth There are some advantages to living in a small 
village.have an advantage over sb/sth This printer has several advantages 

over conventional printers.be at an advantage (=have an advantage) Younger 
workers tend to be at an advantage when applying for jobs.to your advantage (=in a 
way that helps you) She used the information to her advantage.there is an 

advantage in doing sth There are advantages in using rewards rather than 
punishments in controlling children’s behaviour.PHRASESthe advantages and 
disadvantages of sth What are the advantages and disadvantages of living in a big 

city?the advantages outweigh the disadvantages (=the advantages are more 
valuable) Working from home can be lonely, but, for me, the advantages outweigh the 

disadvantages.THESAURUS: advantagebenefita feature of something that has  

a good effect on people’s lives:Regular exercise has great benefits, including reducing  

the risk of heart disease. | Tourism has brought considerable economic benefits to the 

island.merita good feature that something has, which you consider when you are 

deciding whether it is the best choice:The committee will consider the merits of the 

proposals. | We discussed the merits and demerits of the two systems (=their good 

and bad features). | The chairman saw no great merit in this suggestion (=he did not  

think that it was a good idea).virtuean advantage that makes you believe that  

something is a good thing:They believed in the virtues of culture, civilization, and 

reason. | He’s always extolling the virtues of hard work (=saying that hard work is a  

good thing).the good/great/best thing about sth especially spokenused when 

mentioning a good feature of something. This phrase is rather informal and you should  

not use it in formal essays:The good thing about cycling is that you don’t have to worry  

about getting stuck in a traffic jam.the beauty of sth is thatused when you want to  

emphasize that something has a very good or useful feature:The beauty of the plan is  

that it is so simple.ANTONYMS → disadvantage 

 
 

 

adventure /ədˈventʃə $ -ər/ noun  an exciting experience in which dangerous or 

unusual things happenADJECTIVESan exciting adventure In the story, he has 

many exciting adventures.a great adventure Climbing Everest was a great 
adventure and a massive challenge.a big adventure For the children, the holiday was 
all one big adventure.a new adventure He was always looking for new adventures and 

new countries to visit.a dangerous adventure The hero of the film survives 
various dangerous adventures in the jungle.a romantic adventure The book is 
a romantic adventure about a couple who meet on a desert island.an amorous 
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adventure (=involving sexual love) He continued his amorous adventures when he got 

to New York.VERBSbe looking for/searching for/seeking adventure India is a 
great place to visit if you’re looking for adventure.want adventure If you want 

adventure, you should try one of our hot air balloon flights.tell sb about your 
adventures also recount your adventures formal He recounted his adventures in 
China.start/set out on an adventure also embark on an adventure formal I was 

ready to embark on another adventure.share an adventure (with sb) He wished 
Jane was with him to share his adventures.adventure + NOUNSan adventure 
story/novel The writer is best known for his adventure stories.an adventure 

film/movie I like watching adventure films, like ‘Indiana Jones’.an adventure 
holiday The company specializes in adventure holidays in faraway countries.an 
adventure game Black Night is an adventure game in which a peaceful medieval 

village has been taken over by an evil warlord.PHRASESthe adventure of a 
lifetime The family are setting out on the adventure of a lifetime – a journey by sea 
from France to Kenya.a sense/spirit of adventure He loves travelling and has a 

keen sense of adventure.full of adventure The tour company promised us a 
holiday full of adventure.it is all an adventure (=it is very exciting) I’ve never been to 
Morocco before, so it’s all quite an adventure. 

 
 

adventurous /ədˈventʃərəs/ adjective  THESAURUS > brave 

 
 

advertise /ˈædvətaɪz $ -ər-/ verb [I,T]  to tell people about a product or service, 

in order to persuade them to buy itADVERBSbe heavily advertised (=be advertised a 

lot) People are more likely to choose the brands that are heavily advertised.be widely 
advertised (=a lot and in many places) Details of the concert were widely 
advertised.advertise nationally The big supermarkets can afford to advertise 

nationally.advertise locally Some employers advertise locally for new 
staff.PREPOSITIONSadvertise sth in a newspaper/magazine I saw the 
course advertised in a magazine.advertise (sth) on TV/the internet The games 

are advertised on the internet.be advertised as sth The drug was advertised as a 
miracle cure.advertise for sb/sth The college is advertising for a new 

principal.THESAURUS: advertisepromoteto try to increase the sales or  

popularity of a product or event, for example by selling it at a lower price or talking  

about it on television:He’s in London to promote his new album.marketto try to sell a  

product or service by deciding which type of people are likely to buy it and by making it  

interesting to them:The collection is being marketed as clothing for climbers and 

skiers. | Most companies have agreed not to market products to children under  

12.publicize also publicise BrEto tell the public about something by writing about it in  

newspapers, speaking about it on television etc:He had done a lot of interviews to  

publicize his new book. | The hostages’ case has been widely  

publicized.hype informalto try to make people think something is good or important by 

advertising or talking about it a lot on television, the radio etc Hype is often used 
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when you do not trust the information:The boxing match was being hyped as the 

biggest fight of the decade.plug informalto advertise a book, film etc by talking about  

it on television or radio:Marc was on the show to plug his new play.  

 
 
 

advertisement /ədˈvɜːtəsmənt, ədˈvɜːtɪsmənt $ ˌædvərˈtaɪz-/ noun [C]  a 

picture, set of words, or a short film, which is intended to persuade people to buy a 
product or use a serviceADJECTIVES/NOUNS + advertisementa newspaper/magazine 
advertisement She saw a newspaper advertisement for a job in a design company. | I 

got the apartment through a newspaper advertisement.a television/radio 
advertisement When a television advertisement is shown in the evening, it might be 
seen by up to 10 million people.a job advertisement There are not many job 

advertisements in today’s paper. | Jo was reading the job advertisements in the 
newspaper.a car/coffee etc advertisement The magazine is full of car 
advertisements.a lonely hearts advertisement (=by someone who is looking for a 

girlfriend or boyfriend) The couple met through a lonely hearts advertisement in one of 
the papers.a misleading advertisement (=making you believe something that is not 

true) There are lots of misleading advertisements for beauty products, which claim they 
will make you stay young forever.a full-page/half-page advertisement The 
company took out a full-page advertisement in the ‘New York Times’.a pop-up 

advertisement (=one that suddenly appears on your computer screen when you are 
looking at a website) The software blocks unwanted pop-up advertisements.VERBSsee 
an advertisement I saw an advertisement for the exhibition on my way to 

work.answer an advertisement/reply to an 
advertisement He answered an advertisement in ‘The Times’.publish an 
advertisement The newspaper refused to publish the advertisement.put/place an 

advertisement in a newspaper/magazine She placed an advertisement for a 
cleaner in the local newspaper.post an advertisement (=put an advertisement on a 
website) The agency has posted an advertisement on its website for graduates to work 

overseas.take out an advertisement (=arrange for an advertisement to appear in a 
newspaper or magazine) Their record company took out full-page advertisements in the 
music press to promote the album.run/carry an advertisement (=print or broadcast 

an advertisement) Broadcasters are no longer allowed 
to run cigarette advertisements. | The newspaper carried a full-page advertisement for 
the sale.an advertisement appears in sth The advertisement appeared in 

‘Newsweek’ magazine.PREPOSITIONSan advertisement in a 
newspaper/magazine Car advertisements in glossy magazines are aimed at men, not 
women.an advertisement on the television/the internet/a website I wish they 

didn’t have all those annoying advertisements on the internet.an advertisement for 
sth I saw an advertisement for the course on a website.Don’t say an advertisement 

about.THESAURUS: advertisementad informalan advertisement:She’s been in  

several TV ads. | Both sides in the election have spent heavily on television  

ads.advert BrE informalan advertisement:An employer might use a job advert to  

attract applicants. | He took out a front-page advert for his shop. | I saw the advert  

for the garden centre in the local paper.commercialan advertisement on television or  



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [45] 

radio:She starred in a glamorous TV commercial filmed in the Caribbean. | He was in  

some commercials for beer. | Each broadcast carries four 30-second commercials  

for products such as Pepsi.traileran advertisement in the cinema, on television, or  

online for a film or programme which will be shown soon:A second trailer for Richard  

Friedman’s film has just been added to the website. | The trailer for the drama series  

was nicely done. | Judging from movie trailers, there’s no shortage of people who 

enjoy watching nonstop fires, car crashes, and explosions.promotiona series of  

advertisements for a company’s products:The company has spent more than $300 

million on promotions for the brand. | The promotion of alcoholic drinks is regulated by 

voluntary codes or by legislation.posteran advertisement on a wall:They selected a  

famous artist to do the poster for the upcoming performance. | The poster  

campaign for the film was crucial in fostering its box-office  

success.billboard also hoarding BrEa large sign next to a road, with an  

advertisement on it:billboard advertisements | The company has spent thousands of  

pounds on billboard advertising. | A huge hoarding shows two contrasting  

images.flyera piece of paper with an advertisement on it, often given to you in the 

street:Someone was handing out flyers for a new nightclub. | He was standing outside  

the Students’ Union building, handing out flyers for the concert.banner adan 

advertisement across the top of a page on the internet:Part of the screen was taken up 

by a banner ad for NewsPage, a personalized internet news service. | If interested,  

users can click on a banner ad and be directly linked to the advertiser's website. | The 

sales figures don't include revenue from banner ads and subscriptions.junk 

mailunwanted advertisements that you get in the post:I never read junk mail. | A new 

code of practice is launched today to better protect consumers against junk mail and 

telephone marketing abuses.spamunwanted emails advertising things:I’m trying  

to delete all the spam. | It’s annoying to find your inbox full of email spam.classified  

ad also small ad BrE want ad AmEa short advertisement that you put in a newspaper  

if you want to buy or sell something:The bike was advertised for sale in the small ads  

section. | He put a classified ad in the Evening News.  

 

 
 
 

advice /ədˈvaɪs/ noun  an opinion you give someone about what they should 

doADJECTIVESgood/excellent/useful/helpful advice The book is full of good 
advice.sound advice (=sensible) I thought that this was sound advice.bad/poor 

advice Financial advisers can be fined if they give bad advice to a client.advice is 
wrong Unfortunately all the advice they gave me was wrong.practical advice The 
programme aims to offer practical advice on healthy eating.detailed advice The 

website gives detailed advice about making bombs.professional/expert/specialist 
advice It’s advisable to get professional advice before starting any building 
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work.legal/medical/financial etc advice Good legal advice can be 

expensive.independent/impartial advice (=from someone who is not involved and 
will not get an advantage) The banks claim to 

offer independent financial advice.conflicting advice (=very different opinions about 
what you should do) I’ve asked several people, and they’ve all given me conflicting 
advice.VERBSgive sb some advice My father gave me some useful advice. | The 

scheme has given advice and training to scores of youngsters taking part.get some 
advice I decided to get some advice from a specialist.ask sb’s advice Can I ask your 
advice about something?ask for advice If in doubt, always ask for advice.take/follow 

sb’s advice also act on sb’s advice formal (=do what someone advises you to 
do) He followed his doctor’s advice and went on a low-fat diet. | The king acted on his 
advice and ordered his soldiers to get ready for battle.listen to sb’s advice also heed 

sb’s advice formal (=pay attention to someone’s advice) I wish I had listened to her 
advice.ignore/disregard sb’s advice (=not do what someone tells you) The accident 
happened because she ignored their advice.go/turn to sb for advice People often go 

to him for advice about their problems.seek advice (=try to get some advice) If you 
have any of these symptoms, you should seek urgent advice.offer advice They 
can offer advice to those who wish to quit drinking.pass on some advice (=give 

someone advice that you have learned or been given) Readers can pass on advice 
about gardening.NOUNS + advicecareer(s) advice We offer career advice and 
information for graduates.business advice Business advice from an expert is 

invaluable if you are starting a company.investment/tax advice The losses resulted 
from poor investment advice.advice + NOUNSan advice service They offer a 24-hour 
advice service to customers.an advice line Call our free 24-hour legal advice line on 

0900 555555.an advice agency/centre Information on housing and welfare benefits 
is available from local advice agencies.an advice column (=in a newspaper or 
magazine) He writes a financial advice column in a national 

newspaper.PREPOSITIONSadvice on/about sth The nurse will give you some advice 
on diet and exercise.advice from sb You should seek professional advice from a 
lawyer.on sb’s advice (=because someone has advised it) On his lawyer’s advice, he 

pleaded guilty to the crime.against sb’s advice (=ignoring someone’s advice) Eva 
travelled to India against the advice of her doctor.PHRASESa piece of advice also a bit 
of advice informal Let me give you a piece of advice.a word of advice spoken (=used 

when advising someone what to do) A word of advice: look at the small print in the 

contract very carefully.THESAURUS: advicetipa simple but useful piece of advice  

about the best way to do something:There are some useful tips on healthy  

eating.recommendationadvice about what to do, usually given by an expert or a  

group of people who have studied the matter:One of the major recommendations of  

the report was that banks should separate everyday banking from their investment  

banking activities. | The Committee made a series of recommendations for changes in  

the law on corruption.guidancehelpful general advice, especially about what to do in  

your life, your work etc:Young people need guidance on dealing with this sort of  

problem. | She works as a careers guidance counsellor.  
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advise /ədˈvaɪz/ verb  to tell someone what you think they should 

do GrammarThe most common way of using advise is in the phrase advise sb to do  

sth: My lawyer advised me to plead guilty. People are advised not to keep large sums  

of money at home. ADVERBSstrongly advise sb to do sth There is a limited number 

of seats and we strongly advise customers to buy their tickets in advance.be 
badly/wrongly advised She now feels that she was wrongly advised by her doctor.be 
legally advised to do sth The men have been legally advised not to say anything to 

the press.properly advise sb The defence lawyer needs to have enough information to 
be able to properly advise the client.PREPOSITIONSadvise (sb) against sth (=advise 
someone not to do something) The authorities are advising people against traveling to 

the area.THESAURUS: advisegive adviceto advise someone about questions  

relating to a particular subject:They give advice to people about loans. | Can I give you  

a piece of advice?tellto tell someone what you think they should do, especially in order  

to avoid problems:My dad told me to talk to a teacher if I was being bullied. | I told her  

not to worry.recommendto advise someone to do something, especially after careful  

study of that subject:Doctors recommend eating five portions of fruit and vegetables  

each day. | Current guidelines recommend that young babies should sleep on their  

back.suggestto tell someone your ideas about what they should do:I suggested that  

they should visit the cathedral while they’re here. | He suggested we meet later on in  

the week. Suggest is often followed by should: I suggested that he should go on a  

diet. You can also say: I suggested that he went on a diet. with the same  

meaning. urgeto strongly advise someone to do something:Police have urged anyone 

with information about the murder to contact them. | His colleagues strongly  

urged him to resign.  

 
 

 
 

affair /əˈfeə $ əˈfer/ noun  1. events or activities GrammarAlways plural in this  

meaning. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + affairworld/international/global affairs Are you 

interested in international affairs?current affairs (=important events that are 
happening now) The BBC launched a 24-hour news and current 
affairs channel.political/economic/military affairs He was appointed Minister of 

State with responsibility for economic affairs. | The military promised to stay out of 
political affairs. | the president’s adviser on military affairsforeign/external 
affairs (=events in other countries) She is the Secretary of State for Foreign 

Affairs.domestic/internal affairs also home affairs BrE (=events inside a 
country) He said that the US should not try to interfere in his country’s domestic 
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affairs. | the Minister of Home Affairspublic affairs (=events that affect the people of a 

country) In the past, women had little role in public affairs.sb’s private 
affairs (=things that are personal and not for other people to know about) He never 

discussed his private affairs in public.financial/business affairs They offer advice on 
managing your financial affairs. | After my dad retired, I managed his estate 
and business affairs.religious affairs Jones reports on religious 

affairs.VERBSinterfere/meddle in sb’s affairs China doesn’t want other 
countries meddling in its domestic affairs.PHRASESaffairs of state (=the business of 
the government) The church played no role in the affairs of state.put your affairs in 

order (=organize things relating to money and personal things before you go 
somewhere or die) He knew he was dying and had limited time to put his affairs in 

order.2. something that happens GrammarUsually singular in this  

meaning. VERBSdeal with/handle an affair The chairman was criticized for the way 

he handled the affair.be involved in an affair Several leading politicians were involved 

in the affair.ADJECTIVESa private affair He felt that his marriage was a private 
affair and he didn’t want any press reporters there.the whole affair The whole 
affair has been very embarrassing for the government.3. a secret sexual 

relationshipADJECTIVES/NOUNS + affaira love affair The movie is about a love 
affair between a soldier and a beautiful young dancer.a secret affair She tried to hide 
their secret affair from her parents.a brief affair They had a brief affair when they 

were at university together.an extramarital affair formal (=when you are married to 
someone else) The congressman admitted to having an extramarital affair.an illicit 
affair (=one that people disapprove of) The president is alleged to have had an illicit 

affair with a Spanish model.a passionate/torrid affair (=one involving strong 
emotions) Austin began a torrid affair with a girl half his age.VERBShave an affair His 
wife was having an affair with someone at work.begin an affair They met at a party, 

and began an affair.end an affair John decided to end the affair when his wife found 
out.PREPOSITIONSan affair with sb James began an affair with a neighbour.an affair 
between two people The book is the story of an affair between a man and his boss. 

 
 
 

 

affect AC /əˈfekt/ verb  to cause a change in something or 

someoneADVERBSbadly/seriously/severely affect The city was badly affected by the 

earthquake.greatly/significantly affect The attitude of the parents can greatly 
affect a child’s progress at school.deeply/strongly/profoundly affect She 
was deeply affected by her parents’ divorce.directly/indirectly affect People living 

near the building works will be directly affected by the extra noise and 
dirt.adversely/negatively affect (=have a bad effect on something) Sales have 
been adversely affected by the weather.hardly/barely affect (=almost not at all) The 

recession has barely affected us.disproportionately affect (=affect one person or 
group much more than other people) The tax will disproportionately affect people on 
low wages.materially affect (=have a real effect on) Fewer people went abroad for 

holidays, which materially affected the profits of holiday companies.NOUNSaffect the 
result/outcome of sth The stories in the newspapers may have affected the 
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outcome of the trial.affect sb’s life/health/behaviour This decision will affect the 

lives of thousands of people. 
 

 
 

affection /əˈfekʃən/ noun  a feeling that you like or love someone or something 

and care about themADJECTIVESgreat/deep/strong affection Bart had great 

affection for the old man.real/genuine affection They treat each other with genuine 
affection.mutual affection (=between two people) Mutual respect and affection are 
very important in a marriage.special affection She would always think of Nigel 

with special affection.warm affection He felt a warm affection for his cousin.growing 
affection There was a growing affection between them.brotherly/sisterly/fatherly 
etc affection In a burst of sisterly affection, Dana hugged 

me.VERBSshow/display/express affection Their father 
never showed much affection to his children. | Pamela’s parents rarely express 
affection towards her.give sb affection Joe never gave her the affection she needed 

from him.feel affection/have an affection for sb It was obvious that Simon had a 
great affection for her.be held in great affection by sb The ancient tree was held 

in great affection by the people of the town.need/want affection also crave 
affection formal The little boy craved affection from his mother.return sb’s 
affection She was in love with someone who did not return her affection.win/gain 

sb’s affection (=make someone like you) He did his best 
to win her affection.PREPOSITIONSaffection for sb/sth He had a deep affection for his 
wife.affection towards sb The family members do not display much affection 

towards each other.with affection She remembered her teachers with 
affection.PHRASESa display/show/sign/expression of affection People often give 
flowers as a sign of affection.a feeling of affection You could see that he still 

had feelings of affection for her.the object of sb’s affection (=the person someone 
loves) In the film, the object of his affection is a shy girl who works in his office.love 
and affection Children respond much more to love and affection than they do to 

punishment. 
 
 

 
 
 

affectionate /əˈfekʃənət, əˈfekʃənɪt/ adjective  showing that you love someone 

or something and care about themNOUNSan affectionate kiss/hug/embrace She 
gave her mother an affectionate hug.an affectionate child/family Edward is a 

very affectionate child.an affectionate portrait The book gives an affectionate 
portrait of the author’s home town.an affectionate tribute At their anniversary party, 
their son paid affectionate tribute to his parents.ADVERBSdeeply/highly 

affectionate His letters were always deeply affectionate.PREPOSITIONSaffectionate 
towards/to/with sb Jo is very affectionate towards her brother. | They were warm 
and affectionate with each other. 
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affluent /ˈæfluənt/ adjective  THESAURUS > rich (1) 

 

 
 

affordable adjective  THESAURUS > cheap 

 
 

afraid /əˈfreɪd/ adjective  frightened or worried that something bad may 

happenADVERBSterribly/deeply/desperately afraid She was terribly afraid that she 
would forget the lines of her speech. | He was terribly afraid of making a 

mistake.always afraid Lionel was always afraid that she would find someone 
else.deathly afraid AmE (=extremely afraid) He is deathly afraid of 
heights.VERBSbe/feel afraid I am always afraid she is going to hurt me.look/sound 

afraid He stood up straight and tried not to look afraid.make sb afraid The 
accident made her afraid to get in a car again.PREPOSITIONSafraid of sb/sth Many 
people are afraid of the dark.afraid for sb (=worried that something bad will happen 

to someone) She was afraid for her children.PHRASESdon’t be afraid Don’t be afraid. 
It’s only a little dog.there’s nothing to be afraid of/there’s no need to be 
afraid There’s nothing to be afraid of – it’s just a small injection.be half afraid 

that (=a little afraid that something might happen) I was half afraid that she would say 
‘no’. 
 

 
 

after /ˈɑːftə $ ˈæftər/ preposition conjunction adverb  when a particular event or 

time has happened, or when someone has done something: After the war, many 
soldiers stayed in France. After leaving school, Mackay worked in a restaurant for a 
year.ADVERBSsoon after/not long after The family moved to Hardingham in June 

1983, and Sarah’s first child was born soon after. | Not long after the wedding, his wife 
became ill.just after/immediately after also right after/straight after especially 
spoken The first attack started just after midnight. | David went to bed straight 

after supper.after + NOUNSafter work/school/class I go swimming every day after 
work.life after death Do you believe in life after death?NOUNS + afterthe 
day/morning after I’ll see you again tomorrow or the day after. | His car was outside 

your house the morning after Bob’s engagement party.the year after She retired from 
politics the year after she received the Nobel Prize.VERBScome after People still 

remember the 1958 revolution and what came after.THESAURUS: afterinafter a  

particular period of time. In is used especially when talking about the future, especially  

the next few minutes, hours, days etc:The concert’s due to start in a few minutes. | I’ll  

come back in an hour. | In a few years’ time, this place will look completely  

different.withinafter less than a month, two weeks etc has passed – used especially  

when the time seems surprisingly short:He developed a headache at lunchtime, and 

within two hours he was dead. | Within two days of arriving she had managed to upset  
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everyone.24 hours/a year etc from nowat a time 24 hours, a year etc after now:A 

week from now we’ll be in Paris.afterwards also afterward especially AmEafter an  

event or time you have mentioned:Jones admitted afterwards that she had been very  

nervous during the game. | Speaking to reporters afterward, he said the operation had 

been a success. | He moved to Belgium, and soon afterwards he met  

Angela.latersome time after now or after the time you are talking about:I’ll tell you 

about it later when I’m less busy. | James went off, and came back ten minutes later  

with some food.subsequently formalafter something had happened in the past:The 

book was published in 1954 and was subsequently translated into fifteen languages.  

 
 
 

 

afternoon /ˌɑːftəˈnuːn◂ $ ˌæftər-/ noun  the part of the day after the morning 

and before the eveningADJECTIVES/NOUNS + afternoongood afternoon (=used when 
meeting someone in the afternoon) Good afternoon everyone!this/that afternoon I 

have a French class this afternoon. | Later that afternoon, I saw 
Lisa.tomorrow/yesterday afternoon What are you doing tomorrow afternoon? | I 

went to see Mum yesterday afternoon.Monday/Friday etc afternoon I have arranged 
to meet her next Saturday afternoon.early/late afternoon Mike arrived in Boston in 
the early afternoon.all afternoon/the whole afternoon We spent the whole 

afternoon at the zoo.a sunny/hot/wet etc afternoon It was a lovely sunny 
afternoon.a summer/spring etc afternoon One hot summer afternoon she decided 
to go for a walk.a lazy/relaxing afternoon She had a lazy afternoon by the 

pool.afternoon + NOUNSan afternoon nap (=a short sleep in the afternoon) Dad was 
having his Sunday afternoon nap.the afternoon sun It was too hot to go out in the 
afternoon sun.afternoon tea (=a light meal eaten in the afternoon with a cup of 

tea) My grandma always has afternoon tea at 4 o’clock.VERBSspend the afternoon He 
decided to spend the afternoon in town.PREPOSITIONSin the afternoon We went 
swimming in the afternoon.during the afternoon It began to rain during the 

afternoon.for the afternoon She’s out of the office for the afternoon, visiting a 
client.on Monday/Friday etc afternoon There’s a meeting on Thursday afternoon.on 
the afternoon of July 4th/May 12th etc formal The show will take place on the 

afternoon of June 5th.Don’t say On the afternoon I went to Pam’s house. Say In the 
afternoon I went to Pam’s house.PHRASESthe middle of the afternoon By the middle 
of the afternoon, she was tired and wanted to go home.take the afternoon 

off I’m taking tomorrow afternoon off to do some Christmas shopping. 
 
 

 
 

again /əˈɡen, əˈɡeɪn $ əˈɡen/ adverb  one more time – used when something has 

happened or been done beforeADVERBSonce again Once again, Drew was under 
arrest.yet again (=used when you want to emphasize that something happens many 
times) In 1997, the family moved house yet again.never again I’ll never go 
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there again.VERBSdo/say sth again Can you say that again? I didn’t hear.try 

again Mr Khan’s busy. Can you try again later?PHRASESagain and again (=many 
times) He kept repeating the same thing again and again.over and over 

again (=many times – used especially when you feel annoyed about this) I’ve told you 
over and over again that you must not tell anyone. 
 

 
 
 

age /eɪdʒ/ noun  1. how old someone isADJECTIVES/NOUNS + ageold 

age Loneliness affects many people in old age.middle age (=between about 40 and 
60) Smoking kills a fifth of all smokers in middle age.a great/advanced age (=a very 
old age) My aunt died at a great age. | Kirby is not alone in wanting to run his own 

business at an advanced age.a difficult/awkward age (=used mainly about the time 
when people are teenagers) 13–16 is often a difficult age.retirement age The risk of 
experiencing poverty is much greater for those over retirement age.school 

age Children should start doing homework as they approach high school age.school-
leaving age BrE The government is proposing to raise the minimum school-leaving 

age.the legal age In the UK, the legal age for buying alcohol is 18.the minimum 
age The minimum age for driving a car is 17.the voting age There are plans to bring 
down the voting age from 18 to 16.marriageable age formal (=the age when you can 

get married) Her father wanted her to marry as soon as she reached marriageable 
age.of working age 55 percent of the people are of working age.of childbearing 
age (=at the age when a woman can have children) It is against the law to refuse to 

employ a woman of childbearing age because she may become pregnant.age + 

NOUNSan age group/bracket/range Men in the 50–65 age group are most at risk 
from heart disease. | The school takes in children from the seven to eleven age 

range.an age limit There’s no upper age limit for drivers.an age 
gap/difference There’s a five-year age gap between me and my husband – he’s 35 
and I’m 40.age discrimination (=unfair treatment because of someone’s age) We 

need laws against age discrimination in the workplace.VERBSget to/reach/live to an 
age One in three children died before they reached the age of 5. | The number of 
people living to the age of 80 has doubled in the last fifty years.approach an age (=be 

almost a particular age) He was approaching retirement age.lower/raise the age (=at 
which something can be done) The voting age was lowered from 21 to 18.look/feel 
your age (=look or feel as old as you really are) The singer is 46, but she doesn’t look 

her age at all. | I keep getting aches in my legs and I’m starting to feel my age.act 
your age (=behave in the way that a person of your age should behave) It’s time he 
started acting his age.ask sb his/her age It’s rude to ask a woman her age.say your 

age He didn’t say his age, but I think he was about 30.PREPOSITIONSat an age At 
your age, you shouldn’t have any problem walking.of this/that/sb’s age Children of 
this age learn very quickly.by the age of I could read by the age of five.the age of 

5/65 etc She left school at the age of 15.under/below the age of The film is not 
suitable for children under the age of twelve.over the age of It is difficult to get travel 
insurance if you are over the age of 80.for your age She looks very good for her 

age.PHRASESfrom an early/young age She’d been playing the piano from a 
very early age.at an early/young age Kids can start learning a second language at a 
young age.sb (of) your own age He needs to play with children of his own age.the 
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age of consent (=when you are legally allowed to marry or have sex) At 15, the girl 

was under the age of consent.2. a particular period of historyADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ agea new age We are now entering a new age in world history.a golden age (=a 

very good or successful time) This is a television show from the golden age of American 
comedy.a bygone age (=a time in the past, which no longer exists) The building has 
the elegance and grace of a bygone age.the modern age In the modern age, the 

British monarch does not have any real power.the space age The 1960s was the dawn 
of the space age.the nuclear age The nuclear age began in the middle of the 20th 
century.the digital age In the digital age, people can access information from a range 

of different sources.the computer age Before the computer age, all records were kept 
on paper.the information age (=the age of computers and the internet) In the 
information age, people want things faster and faster.the industrial age The mills 

of the industrial age were powered by steam.the Ice Age (=one of the long periods of 
time, thousands of years ago, when ice covered many northern countries) The last ice 
age ended about 10,000 years ago.the Stone Age (=the very early time in human 

history, when only stone was used for making tools, weapons etc) In the Stone Age 
people made tools from pieces of rock.the Bronze Age (=the period of time, between 
about 6,000 and 4,000 years ago, when bronze was used for making tools, weapons 

etc) They found a beautiful bracelet, which dated back to the Bronze Age.the Iron 
Age (=the period of time, about 3,000 years ago, when iron was first used for making 
tools, weapons etc) The hill was used as a fort in the Iron Age.the Dark Ages (=the 

period in European history from AD 476 to about AD 1000) The Vikings came to 
England in the Dark Ages, after the Romans had gone.the Middle Ages (=the period in 
European history between about AD 1100 and AD 1500) Many of our greatest churches 

and cathedrals were built in the Middle Ages.the Victorian age (=the period 1837–
1901 when Victoria was Queen of England) The Victorian age was a time of great 
scientific achievement.PREPOSITIONSin an age We are living in the age of 

technology.during an age During the Ice Age, global sea levels were lower.the age of 
sth In the age of the internet, information is very easy to find.through the ages The 
exhibition shows the development of the castle through the ages.PHRASESin this day 

and age (=now – used when you do not think that something should still happen or 
exist now) Racist comments are not acceptable in this day and age. 
 

 
 
 

agenda /əˈdʒendə/ noun [C]  1. a list of things that need to be discussed or 

dealt with, or that someone plans to do – used especially about politics and 
businessPHRASESan item on the agenda What is the next item on the agenda for 

today’s meeting?be (at the) top of the agenda Energy efficiency is top of the 
agenda.be high on the agenda Dealing with terrorism is high on 
the government’s agenda.be on the political agenda Reforming the healthcare 

system has been on the political agenda for many years.VERBSset the 
agenda (=decide what needs to be dealt with or achieved) The report set the 
agenda for the debate.agree an agenda We need to agree an agenda for the next 

meeting.put sth on the agenda This incident has put the issue of racism firmly 
back on the agenda.establish/create/provide an agenda The scientists were able 
to establish an agenda for future research.implement an agenda formal (=do what 
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you have planned) The party offered few details about how they planned 

to implement their agenda.top the agenda (=be the most important thing on an 
agenda) The issue will top the agenda at the peace talks.ADJECTIVESthe political 

agenda The political agenda was dominated by the world economic crisis.an 
ambitious agenda The new government had an ambitious agenda when they first 
came to power.PREPOSITIONSbe on the agenda The environment is still on the 

agenda.be off the agenda (=not on it) Women’s issues are off the agenda.2. secret 
reasons for doing something or things you secretly want to achieveADJECTIVESa 
secret/hidden agenda When the reforms were first announced, people suspected 

that the government had a hidden agenda.your own (personal) agenda She had her 
own agenda when she agreed to accept the job.a political agenda There is a small 
group of union leaders with a political agenda who are causing trouble.VERBShave an 

agenda The makers of the film clearly have an agenda. 
 
 

 
 
 

aggression /əˈɡreʃən/ noun  angry or threatening behaviour or feelings that 

often result in fighting or warsADJECTIVESmilitary aggression China suffered 
under military aggression from other countries in previous centuries.external/foreign 

aggression (=attacks from other countries) States must be allowed to defend 
themselves against external aggression.naked/open/overt aggression (=very 
obvious aggression) In some countries there is naked aggression towards 

foreigners.pent-up aggression (=angry feelings that you do not express) Sports are a 
good way to release all your pent-up aggression.VERBScontrol your aggression He 
sometimes struggled to control his aggression.take out your aggression (=get rid of 

your aggressive feelings) I know she feels strongly, but she shouldn’t take out her 
aggression on me.channel your aggression (=use your aggression in a different way, 
which does not hurt other people) To stay out of trouble, he began 

to channel his aggression into boxing.show/display aggression Our dogs have 
never shown aggression towards other dogs.deter aggression (=to stop threats of 
war from another place) During the Cold War, the atomic bomb was used as a threat 

to deter Russian aggression.PREPOSITIONSaggression against sb The UN said the 
country had engaged in aggression against its neighbours.aggression towards 
sb Unfortunately, it has become more common for pupils to show aggression 

towards teachers.PHRASESan act of aggression The invasion of Kuwait was an 
obvious act of aggression.a war of aggression This is a war of aggression in order to 
get access to energy supplies.a victim of aggression They claim they were victims of 

aggression and that they acted in self-defence. 
 
 

 
 

aggressive /əˈɡresɪv/ adjective  behaving in an angry threatening way, as if 

you want to attack someone or have a big argument with themADVERBShighly 
aggressive The man was behaving in a highly aggressive manner.openly 
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aggressive (=in a way that is easy to notice) He was not openly aggressive, but I felt 

uncomfortable with him.increasingly aggressive The political candidates are 
becoming increasingly aggressive towards each other.overly aggressive (=too 

aggressive) In zoos, chimpanzees can become overly aggressive if they are 
bored.NOUNSaggressive behaviour BrE aggressive behavior AmE Aggressive 
behaviour is common among boys of his age.an aggressive 

attitude/approach/manner The interviewer seemed to have a very aggressive 
attitude.an aggressive stance/posture The union has taken an aggressive stance in 
the negotiations (=an aggressive position when dealing with another group or 

country).VERBSbecome aggressive The man suddenly became aggressive and started 
shouting at me.PREPOSITIONSaggressive to/towards sb Some dogs are aggressive 
towards children and are not good pets. | The country was frequently aggressive to its 

neighbours. You can use aggressive about people, animals, countries, and  

companies.  

 
 
 

 

agony /ˈægəni/ noun  great pain or sufferingADJECTIVESgreat agony She 

appeared to be in great agony.excruciating agony (=very great pain) He was 

in excruciating agony.absolute agony informal (=very great pain) I woke up 
in absolute agony, with a terrible pain in my leg.mental agony It’s hard to imagine 
the mental agonies suffered by someone wrongly accused of murder.VERBSscream 

with agony He screamed with agony when he caught his hand in the car door.writhe 
in agony (=twist your body violently because you are in pain) She was writhing in 
agony, with tears running down her cheeks.prolong the agony (=make someone 

suffer any longer) It would be unkind to prolong the agony and not tell him the test 
results.suffer the agony of sth Leeds United suffered the agony of a 5–0 
defeat.PREPOSITIONSin agony By the time she reached the hospital, she was in 

agony.the agony of sth The country is recovering from the agonies of the recent civil 
war.PHRASESa scream/cry of agony He let out a scream of 
agony.days/weeks/months of agony He suffered months of agony after damaging 

his foot during a soccer match.it is agony spoken (=it causes you a lot of worry and 
suffering) It was agony not knowing if she would live. 
 

 
 

agree /əˈɡriː/ verb  1. to have the same opinion as someone 

elseADVERBScompletely/totally/entirely agree He thinks that we should cancel the 
party and I completely agree with him.agree wholeheartedly (=agree completely – 
more formal) The speaker said that she agreed wholeheartedly with the prime 

minister.unanimously agree (=used when everyone in a group agrees) The 
committee unanimously agreed it was too much to pay.generally agree People 
generally agree that education is important.broadly agree (=agree with most of 

something) Most scientists broadly agree with the professor’s 
views.PREPOSITIONSagree with sb/sth I think most people would agree with you. | I 
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agree with what you’re saying.agree about/on sth My husband and I agree about 

most things.PHRASESI agree with sb up to a point (=used when you partly agree 
with someone) I agree with you up to a point, but I think there are some exceptions.I 

quite agree (=used when saying that you definitely agree with someone) “It’s a really 
good restaurant.” “I quite agree.”I couldn’t agree more/I absolutely agree (=used 
when saying strongly that you completely agree) “We need a new government.” “I 

couldn’t agree more.”THESAURUS: agreebe in agreement formalif people are in  

agreement, they agree with each other, especially after discussing something:The 

brothers are in agreement over the future of their company. | The world’s  

scientists are in agreement that global warming is a problem that needs to be 

addressed.share sb’s view/be of the same opinion formalto have the same opinion  

as someone, especially about an important issue:A lot of people share his view 

that tourism will have a negative impact on the island. | Professor Dawkins is of the 

same opinion as Dr Jones. | They share the view that nuclear energy can play an  

important role in meeting global demands for energy. | All three specialists were of the 

same opinion about the cause of her illness.concur /kənˈkɜː $ -ˈkɜːr/ formalto agree 

with someone about something – a very formal word which is used especially in official  

contexts:The committee concurred with this view. | She asked her colleague, and she 

concurred. | They concurred that there was little evidence to justify the judge's  

decision.see eye to eyeto agree with someone about something – used especially in  

negative sentences:We don’t always see eye to eye, but we do respect each other’s  

opinions. | It's clear that the United States and Japan see eye to eye on the question of  

North Korea.agree up to a pointto partly agree with someone:I agree with you up to  

a point, but surely the situation is more complex than  

that?ANTONYMS → disagree2. to say that you will do what someone asks, or allow 

something to happenADVERBSreluctantly agree (=agree, although you do not really 

want to allow something) I begged my parents to let me go, and they reluctantly 
agreed.happily/readily agree (=agree because you think something is a good 
idea) She suggested that they go out for a meal and he happily agreed.unanimously 

agree (=everyone in a group agrees) The three judges unanimously agreed to let the 
appeal go ahead.PHRASESsb has kindly agreed to do sth (=a polite phrase used 
when saying that someone has agreed to do something) The school has kindly agreed 

to let us use the hall for our meeting.sb would never agree to sth The painting’s 

owners would never agree to sell it.THESAURUS: agreesay yes especially  

spokento agree to do what someone has asked:They asked if I would give a talk, and I  

stupidly said yes. | If you ask him nicely, I'm sure he will say yes.approveto officially  

agree to a plan or proposal:Congress approved the plan by a large majority.give your  

consentto say that you agree to something that will affect you, your family, or your  

property, when you have the legal right to say ‘no’:Her parents have given their  

consent to the marriage.go along with sthto agree with someone else’s plan or  

suggestion even though you are not sure if it is the right thing to do:He wasn’t very  



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [57] 

happy with the idea, but he decided to go along with it.3. to make a decision with 

someone about somethingNOUNSagree a time/place/date We still need to agree a 
time for our next meeting.agree a deal The government and unions have agreed a 

deal setting a maximum 48-hour working week.agree a price/fee They agreed a price 

of $3,500 for the job. GrammarYou can agree a time, place, price etc, or agree on a  

time, place, price etc: Have you agreed (on) a date for the meeting?  

 
 

 

agreeable /əˈgriːəbəl/ adjective  THESAURUS > enjoyable 

 
 

 

agreement /əˈɡriːmənt/ noun  1. an arrangement or promise to do something, 

made by two or more people, companies, countries etcADJECTIVESa legal 

agreement He had signed a legal agreement to repay the money.an international 
agreement We need an international agreement to deal with climate change.a 
written agreement There is usually a written agreement between the borrower and 

the bank.a verbal agreement (=agreed in words, but not written down) The doctor 
needs to have a verbal agreement from the patient.a formal/informal 
agreement Two years of negotiation led to a formal agreement.a binding 

agreement (=an official agreement that must be obeyed) Lawyers are in the process 
of drafting a legally binding agreement between both parties.a multilateral 
agreement formal (=involving several countries or groups) They negotiated a 

multilateral agreement between all World Trade Organization members.a bilateral 
agreement formal (=between two countries or groups) A bilateral agreement between 
the UK and Korean governments was signed last year.a tentative agreement (=not 

yet definite or certain) A tentative agreement has been reached on new contracts.a 
prenuptial agreement (=one made before a marriage) The singer’s wife had offered 
to sign a prenuptial agreement.NOUNS + agreementa trade agreement The 

administration has signed a multi-billion dollar trade agreement with Colombia.a peace 
agreement (=a permanent agreement to stop fighting) The five countries in the region 

signed a peace agreement.a ceasefire agreement (=a temporary agreement to stop 
fighting) A ceasefire agreement was signed between the government and the rebels.a 
draft agreement (=one that is not yet in its finished form) The government of Iraq 

refused to accept the wording of the draft UN agreement.a gentleman’s 
agreement (=an agreement that is not written down, and is based only on trust) The 
candidates seemed to have a gentleman’s agreement not to criticize each other.VERBS 

+ agreementmake an agreement We made an agreement not to tell anyone.enter 
into an agreement formal (=make an official agreement, which has legal 
responsibilities) In 2006, the city authorities entered into an agreement with a private 

firm to build a thousand new homes.sign an agreement The two countries 
have signed an agreement on military cooperation.have an agreement They have an 
agreement that all workers should be union members.reach/come to an 

agreement also conclude/secure an agreement formal It took the two sides 
several weeks to reach an agreement. | The two sides failed to come to an 
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agreement.break/violate an agreement The UN accused the country’s leaders 

of breaking international agreements.keep/honour an agreement also stick to an 
agreement informal (=do what you have agreed) Employers must honour an 

agreement to increase salaries.go back on an agreement also renege on an 
agreement formal (=not do what you agreed to do) Republican leaders accused 
Democrats of trying to renege on an agreement to have a vote.be bound by an 

agreement (=have to obey the conditions of an official agreement) India is bound by 
the agreements signed under the World Trade Organization.negotiate an 
agreement (=discuss particular things in order to reach an agreement) They have 

been trying to negotiate an agreement with a Chinese company.hammer out an 
agreement (=decide on an agreement after a lot of discussion and 
disagreement) Republicans and Democrats are hammering out an agreement to 

balance the federal budget.draft an agreement (=write the conditions of an 
agreement, which may be changed) The legal team will draft a 
second agreement incorporating these changes.broker an agreement (=arrange an 

agreement between two or more opposing groups) The US has been trying to broker an 
agreement between the Israelis and the Palestinians.finalize an agreement (=agree 
the last part) The developer hopes to finalise an agreement this week with the local 

authority.agreement + VERBSan agreement breaks down/fails (=it stops 
working) The agreement broke down almost immediately.an agreement comes into 
effect/force (=it starts being used) It cannot be done until the agreement comes into 

force next month.an agreement covers sth The two countries have agreements 
covering every aspect of cross-border activity.an agreement allows sth They signed 
a 10-year agreement allowing the US to use a military airfield at Manta.an agreement 

requires/stipulates sth This agreement requires newspaper publishers to use a 
certain percentage of recycled paper.PREPOSITIONSan agreement with sb/sth The 
German car maker signed an agreement with the state government to build a new 

factory.an agreement between sb (and sb) A military cooperation agreement 
between the two countries was signed last year.under an agreement Under the 
agreement, most agricultural prices will remain at the same level.an agreement on 

sth They signed an agreement on military cooperation.PHRASESthe terms of an 
agreement (=the conditions that people agree on) Under the terms of the agreement, 
the debt would be repaid over a 20-year period.a breach of an agreement (=an act 

of breaking an agreement) Both sides were accusing each other of breaches of the 
agreement.be close to an agreement (=have almost reached an 
agreement) Management and unions are close to an agreement about pay.2. a 

situation in which people have the same opinionADJECTIVESunanimous 
agreement (=everyone agrees) There was unanimous agreement that the plan was a 
good idea.general/broad/widespread agreement (=most people agree) There 

is broad agreement that something needs to be done.mutual agreement (=two 
people or groups agree) The decision to separate was arrived at by mutual 
agreement.PREPOSITIONSbe in agreement We were all in agreement that changes 

needed to be made.agreement on sth There is little agreement on what to do about 
the problem.agreement among sb There is widespread agreement among scientists 

on how the disease is spread. 
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aid AC /eɪd/ noun  1. help, such as money or food, given by an organization or 

government to a country or to people who are in a difficult situationADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ aidforeign/international/overseas aid The country is very poor and relies 

on foreign aid.government/federal/state aid The school receives government 
aid.legal aid (=free legal services) People on low incomes can get legal 
aid.financial/economic aid The government provides financial aid for 

farmers.military aid The US sent military aid to Pakistan.medical aid The refugees 
are in urgent need of food and medical aid.food aid We need to provide food aid for 
over 60,000 people.humanitarian aid (=given to people living in very bad 

conditions) Ministers agreed to send humanitarian aid, including food and medical 
supplies.emergency aid The government sent emergency aid to the victims of the 
earthquake.development aid (=given to help develop poor countries) Western 

countries have given billions of dollars in development aid.VERBSgive/provide aid The 
United States continues to give aid to Israel.send aid EU ministers agreed to send 
aid.ask for/appeal for/call for aid The Pakistan authorities have asked for aid to 

help the flood victims.get/receive aid The country is very poor and receives a lot of 
foreign aid.depend on/rely on aid Millions of people rely on food aid.cut 

off/withdraw aid (=stop giving aid) The US has threatened to cut off aid to the 
region. | Conditions got considerably worse when Western aid was withdrawn.suspend 
aid (=officially stop aid from continuing, usually for a short time) Canada will 

be suspending aid until democracy is restored.qualify for aid also be eligible for 
aid (=have the right to be given aid) The project is eligible for aid from the 
government.promise aid The president promised additional aid for the victims of the 

hurricane.aid + NOUNSan aid worker Aid workers warned that the situation was 
getting worse.an aid agency/group The sanctions could prevent international aid 
agencies from delivering food and medicine.an aid 

programme/scheme/package He works for a UN aid programme which helps street 
children.a country’s aid budget Many Western governments have been forced to 
reduce their overseas aid budget.an aid convoy (= a group of vehicles or ships 

travelling together, carrying aid) A UN aid convoy is still trying to reach the town.an 
aid donor (=a person or organization that gives aid) The bridge was built at a cost of 
$85 million, mostly supplied by overseas aid donors.PHRASESan appeal/request for 

aid International aid agencies launched an appeal for emergency aid.2. a piece of 
equipment or a tool that helps someone do somethingADJECTIVESa useful/valuable 
aid A video is a useful aid in the classroom.a teaching/classroom aid A wide range 

of teaching aids are available for teachers to use.a visual aid (=a picture used to help 
explain something) In her lectures, she uses slides and other visual aids.a 
training/study aid The book is used as a study aid on management courses.a 

hearing aid (= worn by people who cannot hear well) His hearing got worse and he 
had to wear a hearing aid.an electronic aid The police use electronic aids to keep 
track of criminals.a navigational/navigation aid (=that shows you how to get from 

one place to another) Their only navigational aid was a compass.PREPOSITIONSan aid 
to sth Computers are used as an aid to design.with/without the aid of sth Students 
are supposed do the questions without the aid of a calculator. 
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aim /eɪm/ noun  something you hope to achieve by doing 

somethingADJECTIVESthe main aim also the principal/primary aim formal The 
government’s main aim is to stay in power.a key aim (=used when emphasizing that 
an aim is very important) One of the key aims is to help people find work.the 

ultimate/long-term aim (=that you hope to achieve at some time in the future) The 
ultimate aim is to produce vehicles that run on clean sources of energy.the 
immediate/initial aim (=that you hope to achieve first) Their immediate aim was to 

pay off their debts.the general/broad/overall aim The overall aim of the course is to 
help students improve their reading and writing skills.a common aim (=that people, 
countries, or organizations share) The two groups share a common aim.a specific 

aim He bought the property with the specific aim of making a profit.a political 
aim They used violence to achieve their political aims.the underlying aim (=basic 
aim, which lies behind all the other things you do) The government’s main underlying 

aim is now to get growth back into the economy.the overriding aim (=more 
important than the others) The overriding aim is to bring terrorism to an end so that 
the people can live in peace.sb’s only aim also sb’s sole aim more formal His sole 

aim is to make life difficult for other people.sb’s declared/stated aim (=that 
someone has said publicly) The government’s declared aim is to get rid of poverty 

completely.a strategic aim (=that is part of a military, political, or business plan) The 
broader strategic aim is to prevent arms and other supplies from reaching the 
rebels.VERBSsb’s aim is to do sth Our aim is to win the competition.have an aim The 

scientists all have the same aim – to find a cure for the disease.achieve your 
aim She achieved her aim of becoming a doctor.meet/realize/fulfil/accomplish 
your aim (=achieve your aim – more formal) They hope to meet their aim of reducing 

world poverty within the next five years.set out/state the aims of sth They set 
out their aims in the party manifesto. | You should begin the paper by stating the 
aim of your study.pursue your aims formal (=try to achieve them over a long period 

of time) The men worked closely together to pursue their aims.further your 
aims especially disapproving (=help them to be successful) The group is prepared to 
use violence to further its political aims.PREPOSITIONSthe aim of sth The aim of the 

investigation is to find out what caused the crash.with the aim of doing sth The 
project was set up with the aim of helping disabled people find places to live.PHRASESa 
set of aims The organization has a set of aims which are listed on its website.aims 

and objectives (=the things you hope to achieve) I’ve written down a list of aims and 
objectives for the meeting.sb’s aim in life His main aim in life is to avoid doing any 

work.THESAURUS: aimgoalsomething important that you hope to achieve in the 

future, even though it may take a long time:The country can still achieve its goal of  

reducing poverty by a third. | Their ultimate goal is to become an independent  

country. | His long-term goal is to win the world championship.targeta particular  

amount or total that you want to achieve:The company is on track to meet its target of  

increasing profits by 10%. | He set himself a target of losing 10 kilos.objectivethe 

specific thing that you are trying to achieve – used especially about things that have 

been officially discussed and agreed upon in business, politics etc:Their main  

objective is to halt the flow of drugs. | We met to set the business objectives for the 

coming year.ambitionsomething that you very much want to achieve in your future  
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career:Her ambition was to go to law school and become an attorney. | Earlier this  

year, he achieved his ambition of competing in the Olympic Games.THESAURUS: 

aim→ purpose 

 
 

 

 

 

air /eə $ er/ noun  1. the mixture of gases around the Earth, that we 

breatheADJECTIVESfresh air She opened the window to let in some fresh air.clean 

air The air is much cleaner next to the sea.warm/hot air Warm air rises and is 
replaced by cooler and denser air. | I felt a sudden rush of hot air.cool/cold air I could 
feel the cold air coming in under the door.crisp air (=pleasantly cool) She breathed in 

the crisp autumn air.clear air I looked up to the stars in 
the clear night air.damp/humid/moist air Damp air can be bad for your 

breathing.dry air Dry air and blazing sun made the soil crack.polluted air The air in 
many cities is heavily polluted.stale air (=not fresh and often full of smoke) The room 
was full of stale air and tobacco smoke.the air is thin (=there is less oxygen because 

you are in a high place) People cannot live up there because the air is too thin and 
there is not enough oxygen to breathe.still air (=air in which there is no wind) Smoke 
from the chimneys hung in the still air.NOUNS + airthe morning/evening/night 

air He stepped out and breathed in the cold morning air.the sea/mountain/country 
air I love the salty smell of the sea air.air + NOUNSair pollution Most air pollution is 
caused by cars.the air quality The air quality is very poor on hot days.the air 

pressure The air pressure had dropped.the air temperature Outside, the air 
temperature was sixteen degrees below zero.VERBSbreathe in the air She breathed 
in the cool mountain air.fight/gasp for air (=try to breathe with difficulty) He clutched 

his throat as he fought for air.let in some air (=let fresh air into a room) It would be 
nice to open the door and let in some air.put/pump air into sth (=fill a tyre, balloon 
etc with air) I need to put some air in the tyres.sth fills the air A smell of freshly 

brewed coffee filled the air.the air turns cooler/warmer (=it becomes cooler or 
warmer) In the spring, the air turns warmer.PREPOSITIONSin the air There was a 
strong smell of burning in the air.PHRASESa breath of air I went outside for a breath 

of air.a current of air The birds are able to glide on a current of warm air.a 
rush/blast/stream of air There was a cold rush of air as she wound down her 
window.the air is thick with sth (=there is a lot of something in it) The air was thick 

with smoke.2. used in phrases relating to the use of planesair + NOUNSair travel Air 
travel has become more affordable.an air traveller/passenger The number of air 
passengers had doubled.an air crash/disaster Her husband was killed in an air 

crash.air traffic Air traffic over London has increased.air rage (=when someone 
suddenly becomes angry on a plane) Air rage incidents often involve passengers who 
have drunk too much alcohol.an air raid/attack (=attack using weapons dropped 

from a plane) Much of the city was destroyed in an air raid.PREPOSITIONSby air Most 
visitors to the island travel by air.3. a feeling or attitude that someone or something 
seems to haveVERBShave an air of sth The village and coastline have an air 

of sadness.give sb/sth an air of sth Her grey hair and suit gave her an 
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air of distinction.NOUNSan air of authority He spoke with an air of authority.an air of 

confidence There was a new air of confidence about her.an air of mystery The dark 
glasses gave him an air of mystery.an air of excitement/expectancy There was an 

air of excitement as they boarded the boat.an air of calm Most hotels seek to 
create an air of calm.an air of desperation The team had an air of desperation as 
they played.an air of unreality To add to the air of unreality, a horse ran onto the 

pitch in the middle of the game. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

aircraft /ˈeəkrɑːft $ ˈerkræft/ noun  a plane, helicopter, or other vehicle that can 

flyADJECTIVES/NOUNS + aircraftmilitary/fighter/combat aircraft The company 
makes instruments for military aircraft such as fighters and bombers.an enemy 

aircraft 12 enemy aircraft were shot down.civil/civilian aircraft (=planes for 
carrying passengers, not for fighting in a war) The Airbus civil aircraft business is based 

in Toulouse.commercial aircraft (=planes for carrying passengers or goods) The 
company is the world’s largest manufacturer of commercial aircraft.passenger 
aircraft Over the next 20 years the number of passenger aircraft will more than 

double.jet aircraft The introduction of jet aircraft in the 1950s changed the air 
industry.a light aircraft (=a small plane) Two men were killed when a light 
aircraft crashed into a field.low-flying aircraft You often hear the sound of low-flying 

aircraft.transport aircraft Food and other supplies were flown in by Hercules transport 
aircraft.aircraft + NOUNSan aircraft carrier (=a big ship that military planes can land 
on and take off from) The US sent two aircraft carriers to the region.the aircraft 

industry He works in the aircraft industry.an aircraft 
manufacturer/maker European aircraft maker Airbus announced a big order from 
Singapore Airlines.an aircraft accident Her parents were killed in an aircraft 

accident.an aircraft engine Rolls Royce make aircraft engines.aircraft 
maintenance She wants to be an aircraft maintenance technician.an aircraft 
hangar (=a large building where aircraft are kept) The aircraft hangar can hold two 

medium-sized jets.VERBSland an aircraft The pilot managed 
to land the aircraft safely.fly an aircraft He spent six months learning 
to fly jet aircraft.board an aircraft (=get on the aircraft) Thirty 

passengers boarded the aircraft at Brisbane.an aircraft takes off (=it leaves the 
ground) The accident occurred shortly after the aircraft took off.an aircraft 
lands The aircraft landed at Los Angeles International Airport.an aircraft flies We 

watched an aircraft flying low over the fields.an aircraft crashes The aircraft 
crashed into the ocean. 
 

 
 
 

airline /ˈeəlaɪn $ ˈer-/ noun  a company that takes passengers and goods to 

different places by planeADJECTIVES/NOUNS + airlinea big/major 
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airline Several major airlines fly between London and New York. | The two companies 

will merge to form the world’s biggest airline.the national/state airline KLM is 
the national airline of the Netherlands.a low-cost/budget/no-frills airline (=which 

has cheap flights) Low-cost airlines are offering tickets for as little as 20 euros.an 
international airline The airport is used mainly by international airlines.a 
domestic/regional airline The domestic airline has a good safety record.a 

commercial airline Last year, 1.6 billion passengers were carried by commercial 
airlines.VERBSfly with an airline “Which airline are you flying with?” “British 
Airways.”an airline flies somewhere The airline flies to Morocco twice a day.an 

airline operates somewhere The airline operates mainly between Florida and Puerto 
Rico.an airline carries people Last year, the airline carried over 2 
million passengers.an airline serves a place (=the airline takes passengers 

there) The airline serves 164 destinations in over 75 countries.airline + NOUNSan 
airline company She worked as a pilot for a well-known airline company.the airline 
industry/business The airline industry faces a challenging time.an airline 

passenger Airline passengers face a 10 percent increase in air fares.an airline 
pilot Airline pilots are extremely well paid.an airline ticket He bought an airline 
ticket to the other side of the world.an airline reservation/booking He made 

his airline reservation online.an airline official An airline official announced that the 
flight would be delayed. 
 

 
 
 

airport /ˈeəpɔːt $ ˈerpɔːrt/ noun [C]  a place where planes take off and land, with 

buildings for passengers to wait inPHRASESland at an airport The plane landed 
at Heathrow Airport.take off from an airport We took off from Moscow airport in the 

early hours of the morning.see sb off at the airport (=take someone to the airport 
and say goodbye there) Her family went to see her off at the airport. 
 

 
 

alarm /əˈlɑːm $ əˈlɑːrm/ noun  1. a piece of equipment that makes a loud noise 

to warn you of dangerADJECTIVES/NOUNS + alarma fire/smoke alarm If the fire 
alarm goes off, leave the building immediately.a security alarm The building has a 
system of security alarms.a burglar alarm also an intruder alarm formal (=that tells 

you when someone is getting into a building without permission) Neighbours heard 
the burglar alarm and called the police.a car alarm (=for when someone tries to steal 
a car) I was woken by a car alarm in the middle of the night.a personal alarm (=that 

you carry with you in case you are attacked) If you are nervous, buy a personal 
alarm.a baby alarm (=for when a baby wakes up and cries) Is the baby 
alarm switched on?VERBSan alarm goes off also an alarm sounds formal (=it 

suddenly makes a noise) The thieves fled when an alarm went off.set 
off/trigger/activate an alarm (=make it start working) A window blew open, setting 
off the alarm.set the alarm (=make it ready to operate) Did you set the 

burglar alarm?switch off/turn off the alarm The owner of the shop arrived 
and switched off the alarm.disable the alarm (=deliberately make it stop 
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working) The burglars had managed to disable the alarm.install an alarm also fit an 

alarm BrE After our neighbours were burgled, we installed a burglar alarm.alarm + 

NOUNSan alarm button He hit the alarm button under the desk.an alarm 

system They have installed an electronic burglar alarm system.2. a feeling of fear or 
worry because something bad or dangerous might 
happenADJECTIVESgreat/considerable alarm When the announcement was made, 

there was great alarm.growing alarm There is growing alarm in the region over the 
situation in Iraq.sudden alarm “Don’t do that,” Matt said in sudden 
alarm.unnecessary/undue alarm His claims have caused unnecessary alarm among 

millions of parents.public alarm The radiation leak caused considerable public 
alarm.VERBSexpress alarm Police expressed alarm at the level of drug 
use.cause/create alarm The proposal has caused great alarm and 

anxiety.PREPOSITIONSalarm at/over/about sth There is alarm at the level of 
pollution.with alarm Britain viewed this development with alarm.in alarm The girl 
cried out in alarm.to sb’s alarm He noticed to his alarm that the fuel tank was nearly 

empty.PHRASESthere is no cause/need for alarm The minister insisted that there 
was no cause for alarm. 
 

 
 

alarm clock / əˈlɑːm klɒk/ noun  a clock that makes a noise at a particular time 

to wake you upVERBSan alarm clock goes off/rings (=it starts making a noise) I was 
late for work because my alarm clock didn’t go off.set the alarm 
clock He set the alarm clock for 7 a.m.Don’t say He put the alarm clock for 7 

a.m.switch off/turn off the alarm clock She reached over and turned off the alarm 

clock.be woken (up) by the alarm clock We were woken up by the alarm clock. In  

everyday English, you often just say the alarm, instead of the alarm  

clock: The alarm didn’t go off.  

 

 
 

alarming /əˈlɑːmɪŋ $ -ɑːr-/ adjective  THESAURUS > frightening 

 
 
 

alcohol /ˈælkəhɒl $ -hɒːl/ noun  1. drinks such as beer or wine that contain a 

substance which can make you drunkVERBSdrink alcohol I first drank alcohol when I 
was 14, when I was on holiday in France.sell/serve alcohol We’re not allowed 

to serve alcohol to people under 18.not touch alcohol/stay off alcohol (=not drink it 
at all) He promised to himself that he would never touch alcohol again.alcohol + 

NOUNSalcohol abuse (=drinking too much alcohol in a way that causes problems) Her 

husband has a history of alcohol abuse.an alcohol problem Many people don’t realise 
that they have an alcohol problem.alcohol addiction Alcohol addiction is becoming 
more common these days.PHRASESa drop of alcohol (=a small amount of any 
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alcohol) The children were never allowed a drop of alcohol.THESAURUS: 

alcoholdrink BrEalcoholic drinks. Drink is more informal than alcohol:Police officers  

smelled drink and breath-tested him. | He blamed drink for the violence. | His wife  

Becky has helped him overcome the demon drink (=alcohol considered as a problem 

which tempts you and has a very bad effect - often used 

humorously).liquor AmEdrinks that contain alcohol, especially strong alcoholic  

drinks:The man was holding a bottle of liquor in one hand and a cigarette in the 

other. | He got used to drinking hard liquor at an early age (=strong alcoholic  

drinks). | a liquor storebooze informalalcoholic drinks:The doctor told Jimmy to stay  

off the booze for a while (=not drink alcohol). | He tried to buy booze with a stolen  

credit card.spirits especially BrEstrong alcoholic drinks such as whisky or brandy:We 

serve a wide range of wines, beers, and spirits.the hard stuff spoken informalstrong 

alcoholic drinks:He enjoyed a drop of the hard stuff (=he liked strong alcoholic drinks  

such as whisky).alcopops BrEsweet fizzy drinks with alcohol in them:The report  

showed that alcopops were the most popular drink for 17-year-olds.2. a substance that 

can make you drunk, which is found in wine, beer etcADJECTIVESlow-
alcohol (=containing very little alcohol) I was driving, so I had a low-alcohol 

drink.VERBScontain alcohol This drink doesn’t contain any alcohol.alcohol + NOUNSthe 
alcohol content The beer has an alcohol content of 5%.PHRASESa unit of alcohol A 
glass contains 1.5 units of alcohol.the level/amount of alcohol The device measures 

the level of alcohol in your blood. 
 

 
 
 

alibi /ˈæləbaɪ, ˈælɪbaɪ/ noun  something that proves that someone was not where 

a crime happened and therefore could not have done itADJECTIVESa good/solid/firm 
alibi The man was questioned by police and seemed to have a good alibi.a cast-
iron/unshakeable/airtight/watertight alibi (=one that is completely certain) He 

has a cast-iron alibi – he was in hospital having an operation.the perfect alibi It 
seemed that she had the perfect alibi, and that she would never be punished.a 
false/fake alibi He paid a friend £20,000 to give him a false alibi.VERBShave an 

alibi He had an alibi – his wife said she was with him all evening.give/provide an 
alibi The suspect was unable to provide an alibi for the night when the crime was 
committed.check sb’s alibi The officers began interviewing people 

and checking their alibis.establish an alibi If he is to prove his innocence, he needs 
to establish an alibi.PREPOSITIONSan alibi for sth Richards has an alibi for the time of 

the murder. 
 
 

 

alien /ˈeɪliən/ adjective  THESAURUS > foreign 
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alive /əˈlaɪv/ adjective  1. living and not dead GrammarAlive is not used  

before a noun. ADVERBSstill alive Her grandparents are still alive.barely alive (=only 

just alive) By the time she was rescued, she was barely alive.very much alive He 

is very much alive and enjoying his retirement in Florida.VERBSkeep sb alive The 
patient is being kept alive on a life-support machine.stay/remain alive The explorers 
managed to stay alive in the jungle by eating berries and leaves.escape/get out 

alive Fortunately, everyone escaped alive from the burning building.return alive She 
was thankful that her husband had returned alive from the war.be found alive The 
missing child was found alive and well at a neighbour’s house.be buried alive Two 

skiers were buried alive in an avalanche.see sb alive She was the last person 
to see him alive.be burned alive The family was burned alive in a house fire.be 
captured/taken alive One of the terrorists was captured alive.be eaten alive A 33-

year-old man from Port Douglas was eaten alive by a crocodile.PHRASESalive and 
well He’s alive and well, and currently living in Australia.lucky to be alive She 
was lucky to be alive after being involved in a serious car accident.more dead than 

alive The child was found lying on the ground, more dead than alive.want sb 
(captured) dead or alive The sheriff said he wants the men dead or 

alive.THESAURUS: 

alivelivingthing | relative | artist | writer | poet | songwriter | filmmakerif  

someone is living, he or she is alive now. Living is also used in the phrase a living 

thing (=an animal or plant that is alive):All living things need oxygen. | Her son is her  

only living relative. | He is probably the 

greatest living American filmmaker.liveanimalslive animals are not dead:Many people  

are against scientists doing experiments on live animals. | Protesters want to stop the 

export of live sheep and cattle. | The children were excited at seeing real  

live elephants. Live is only used before a noun. animate formalobjectan animate 

object is alive and able to move, and therefore different from other types of  

things:Young children eventually learn the difference between an animate object, such  

as a cat, and an inanimate one, such as a ball.ANTONYMS → dead12. continuing to 

existVERBSremain alive Many of our ancient customs remain alive today.keep sth 
alive The region’s traditional music is kept alive by several local bands.PHRASESvery 

much alive In Portugal, poetry is popular and very much alive.alive and well The 
personal computer market is alive and well, with record profits being made.alive and 

kicking The sport of boxing is still very much alive and kicking in this country. All  

these phrases mean that something is continuing and is in a good state. 3. full of 

energy, happiness, and activityVERBSfeel alive I love dancing – it makes me feel 

alive and free.come alive In the evening, the town comes alive and there are lots of 
things to do and see.bring sb/sth alive His performance really brought the 
show alive.ADVERBSreally/truly alive As an actor, he only feels truly alive when he’s 
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performing on stage.suddenly alive She smiled, feeling suddenly alive and full of 

energy.PREPOSITIONSalive with sth The street was alive with the sound of children 
playing noisy games. 

 
 
 

 

allegation /ˌælɪˈɡeɪʃən/ noun [C usually plural]  a statement saying that you 

think someone has done something wrong or illegal, although this has not been 

proved GrammarUsually plural. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + allegationa serious 

allegation Some serious allegations have already been made against him.a damaging 
allegation One of the most damaging allegations was that the airline did not care 

about passenger safety.a false allegation She claims the allegations against her are 
all false.a wild allegation The press have been making wild allegations.an 
unfounded/unsubstantiated allegation (=there is no evidence to support 

it) The allegations are unfounded and will easily be disproved in court. | It must be 
emphasised that no charges have been brought against the bishop and 
the allegations about him are unsubstantiated.an allegation is true/untrue If 

these allegations are true, they could ruin his career.fresh/further allegations (=new 
allegations) The newspaper is planning to publish fresh allegations.widespread 
allegations (=by many people) There were widespread allegations of 

cheating.corruption/fraud allegations The politician has been at the centre 
of corruption allegations.VERBSmake an allegation In his article, he makes a number 
of allegations.deny an allegation The mayor denies all the allegations that have been 

made against him.reject/dismiss an allegation The company reacted by rejecting all 
the allegations.refute an allegation formal (=prove that it is wrong) He has taken 
steps to refute the allegations publicly.face an allegation The player faces 

allegations that he cheated in last week’s game.publish an allegation The 
newspaper published allegations that the president was involved with the 
Mafia.investigate/look into an allegation The police are investigating allegations of 

fraud.withdraw/retract an allegation (=say that your allegation was a 
mistake) They were forced to withdraw their allegations.support an allegation There 
was no evidence to support these allegations.answer allegations The directors of the 

company will have to answer these allegations in court.an allegation is levelled 
against sb formal (=it is made against someone) The same allegation could not 
be levelled against her husband.PHRASESa series of allegations There has been 

a series of allegations against the princess in the media.be at the centre of 
allegations BrE be at the center of allegations AmE The company’s chairman is at 

the centre of allegations.amid allegations of sth He resigned amid allegations that he 
had taken bribes worth thousands of pounds. 
 

 
 

allergic /əˈlɜːdʒɪk $ -ɜːr-/ adjective  if you are allergic to something, it makes 

you feel ill or makes your skin become red when you eat it or touch itNOUNSan allergic 

reaction Her son suffered an allergic reaction to something he’d eaten.an allergic 
rash (=your skin becomes red and painful) She gets an allergic rash when she wears 
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earrings that are not made of pure gold.an allergic symptom The allergic 

symptoms disappeared when he changed his diet.NOUNSallergic to sth Some children 
are allergic to nuts. 

 
 
 

 

allergy /ˈælədʒi $ -ər-/ noun  a medical condition that makes you ill when you 

eat, touch, or breathe a particular thingVERBShave an allergy (to sth) She has an 
allergy to nuts.suffer from an allergy Only a small number of people suffer from this 

type of allergy.cause an allergy Some food colourings can cause allergies.NOUNS 

+ allergya food allergy Food allergies are becoming more common in young children.a 
peanut/milk allergy Peanut allergies can be very serious.a skin allergy (=which 

makes your skin feel painful or uncomfortable) Perfumes can cause skin 
allergies.allergy + NOUNSan allergy test The doctor sent her to a specialist to have 
an allergy test.an allergy sufferer The drug is used to treat allergy 

sufferers.THESAURUS: allergyhay feveran allergy to pollen (=powder produced 

by flowers), which makes your eyes and nose feel uncomfortable:I always get hay 

fever in the summer. | He suffers from hay fever and he has to take special  

tablets.intolerance technicalfood intolerance | lactose intolerance | glucose 

intolerance | gluten intoleranceif you have an intolerance to a particular type of  

food, you cannot eat or drink it because it makes you ill:Food intolerances can begin at  

any time of life. | She suffers from lactose intolerance and she cannot eat dairy  

products (=she has an allergy to milk). | He has an intolerance to wheat.  

 
 
 

 
 

alleviate /əˈliːvieɪt/ verb  THESAURUS > reduce 

 
 
 

alliance /əˈlaɪəns/ noun  an arrangement in which two or more countries, 

groups, or people agree to work together or support each otherADJECTIVESa military 
alliance Greece was a useful member of the military alliance.a political 

alliance Three parties have formed a political alliance.a strong/close alliance He 
forged a strong alliance between his state and the church.a loose alliance (=not 
strong) A loose alliance of opposition groups formed in 1990.a broad 

alliance (=involving very different groups) We need a broad alliance of colleges, 
communities, and businesses.an uneasy/fragile alliance (=unlikely to last) They 
formed an uneasy alliance with a rival gang.a strategic alliance (=arranged as part of 

a military, political, or business plan) Strategic alliances are being forged with major 
European companies.an unlikely alliance (=between people you would not expect to 
work together) Simpson had the backing of an unlikely alliance of extremists and 
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moderates.an unholy alliance (=very surprising because the people, groups etc have 

very different opinions) Politicians on the left and the right have joined together in 
an unholy alliance against the reforms.a formal/informal alliance Will the two parties 

form a formal political alliance?an electoral alliance (=made between parties before 
an election) The weaker Liberal Democratic party was now considering an electoral 
alliance with Labour.shifting alliances (=changing frequently) Local politics often 

involves a series of shifting alliances.VERBSform/make an alliance In 1902, 
Japan made an alliance with Britain.enter into an alliance with sb formal (=make an 
alliance) Spain then entered into an alliance with France.forge/build an 

alliance (=work to make an alliance) They won the election by forging an alliance with 
the Social Democrats.strengthen/cement an alliance (=make it 
stronger) He cemented his alliance with France by marrying the French king’s 

daughter.join an alliance Two more countries have been invited 
to join the alliance.end/break an alliance The United States may decide 
to end the alliance.PREPOSITIONSan alliance with sb Most of the people approve of 

their country’s political alliance with the United States.an alliance between sb and 
sb There was an alliance between Spain and Portugal.in alliance with sb They have 
been campaigning in alliance with other organizations.an alliance against sb/sth He 

called for an alliance against terrorism.PHRASESa member of an alliance Any military 
action must be approved by all members of the alliance. 
 

 
 

allocate AC /ˈæləkeɪt/ verb  to officially give something to someone, or decide 

that something should be used for a purposeallocate + NOUNSallocate resources The 
government will allocate more resources to regions with serious housing 
problems.allocate money/funds More funds should be allocated for training.allocate 

an amount/number Each police officer is allocated a certain number of streets to 
patrol.allocate time How much time has been allocated for the meeting?allocate a 
space/area/land Not enough space has been allocated for car parking.allocate 

work/a task Tasks are allocated according to each worker’s skills and 
experience.PREPOSITIONSallocate sth to sb/sth More government money will 
be allocated to repairing old buildings.allocate sth for sth Thirty minutes is the 

amount of time allocated for lunch.allocate sth between/among sb/sth The 
resources are allocated between the city’s schools.allocate sth according to sth In an 
election, the seats are allocated according to the proportion of votes each party 

receives.ADVERBSallocate sth efficiently Resources must be efficiently allocated, and 
not wasted. 
 

 
 

allow /əˈlaʊ/ verb [T]  to say that someone can do something – used about 

parents, teachers, or people in authority: They don’t allow students to chew gum in the 
classroom. I’m not allowed to stay out after ten o’clock.PHRASESrefuse to allow sb to 
do sth They refused to allow him to see a lawyer.ADVERBSfinally allow sb to do sth I 

was finally allowed to go home.never allow sb to do sth Her parents never allowed 

her to stay out late.THESAURUS: allowletto allow someone to do 
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something. Let is not used in the passive, and is much more commonly used in  

everyday English than allow:Will your mum let you come to the party? | I’ll borrow 

John’s bicycle, if he’ll let me.permit formalto allow someone to do something. Used 

especially in the passive, when saying that something is allowed according to the rules,  

for example on written notices and announcements:Smoking is not permitted  

anywhere in the building. | Dr Greene would only permit Faye to go home if she agreed 

to stay in bed and rest.give sb permissionused when someone in an important  

official position decides to allow someone to do something:He was given special  

permission to leave school early. | The Home Office has given him permission to stay  

in Britain indefinitely.give your consentto say that you will allow someone to do 

something that will affect you personally, or a member of your family, when you have 

a legal right to say ‘no’:Her parents have given their consent to the marriage. | You 

can’t build on someone’s land without the owner’s consent.give sth the go-aheadto  

officially allow a planned project or activity to happen:The government finally gave the 

go-ahead for a new terminal at Heathrow airport. | A new nuclear plant has been given  

the go-ahead.authorize also authorise BrEto officially or legally allow someone to do 

something – used about laws or people:The UN resolution would authorize the use of  

force. | I never authorized them to give information about me to other banks.entitleto  

give someone the right to do or have something:The pass entitles you to travel on any 

bus, at any time, in Norwich. | If the goods are faulty, the customer is entitled to a  

refund.sanction formalto give official approval and support for something:The Truman 

administration refused to sanction a military attack. | The advertisements were 

sanctioned by the candidate himself.  

 

 

ally /ˈælaɪ $ ˈælaɪ, əˈlaɪ/ noun  a person or country that helps and supports 

another person or countryADJECTIVESa close ally Britain is a close ally of the United 

States.an old ally (=allies for a long time) The two leaders are old allies.a former 
ally Mr Rutskoi is a former ally of the president.a political ally The senator is a close 
friend and political ally of the president.an important/key ally He lost the support of 

one of his most important allies.sb’s main ally Beijing, North Korea’s main ally, is 
being put under pressure by the US.a powerful ally The prince has some powerful 
allies who he can ask for help.a great ally The two countries were once great allies.a 

staunch ally (=a very loyal ally) The congresswoman is normally a staunch ally of the 
administration.a European/Western ally Germany’s European allies refused to agree 
to the plan.a natural ally The two parties are natural allies.VERBSwin/gain an 

ally He is hoping that he can win new allies by offering to cut taxes.find an ally in 
sb/sth General de Gaulle found an ally in Konrad Adenauer.lose an ally The party 
risks losing some of its closest allies.PHRASESa friend and ally She has been a 

close friend and ally of the president for many years. 
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almost /ˈɔːlməʊst $ ˈɒːlmoʊst, ɒːlˈmoʊst/ adverb  nearly, but not completely or 

not quitealmost + ADJECTIVESalmost ready Supper’s almost ready.almost + VERBSsb 
has almost finished I've almost finished - just give me a few more minutes.almost + 

NOUNSalmost 10 o'clock/11.30/midnight etc It was almost midnight when we got 
back home.PHRASESalmost as ... as He’s almost as old as I am.almost 
always/never She’s almost always late.almost every day/every time etc Marsha 

visits her son almost every day.almost certainly The story is almost 
certainly true.almost nothing/ anything/everything Almost nothing was done to 

improve the situation.THESAURUS: almostnearlyalmost. Nearly is more 

commonly used in British English than American English:I’ve been a teacher for nearly  

10 years now. | It’s very nearly time to go home.not quitealmost, but not yet:“Is he 

60?” “Not quite!” | It’s not quite time to go yet. | I’m not quite ready 

yet.practically/virtuallyvery nearly:The room was practically empty. | The frost  

killed practically every plant in the garden. | Virtually everyone had gone home.more 

or less/just about/pretty much especially spokenvery nearly – use this when 

saying that the difference is not important:All the rooms are more or less the same 

size. | His jacket was pretty much the same colour as his trousers. | The policy will  

benefit just about everyone.getting on for BrE informal getting on toward especially  

AmE informalalmost a particular time, age, or period of time – used especially when 

you are not sure of the exact time, age etc:It’s getting on for 10 years since we last  

saw each other. | “How old’s Diane?” “She must be getting on toward 50.”close 

toalmost a particular number, amount, or time – used especially when the number or  

amount is surprisingly large or the time is very late:It was close to midnight by the 

time we arrived. | They’ve spent close to $1.3 billion on the 

project.approaching/nearingalmost – used when a number or amount is still  

increasing or a time is getting nearer:The unemployment rate was nearing 20%.be on 

the verge of (doing)  

sthtears | collapse | bankruptcy | chaos | extinction | starvation | deathto be 

very close to doing something, or being in a very bad situation:She was on the verge 

of tears (=almost crying). | The economy was on the verge of collapse. | I was on the 

verge of giving up.be on the brink of  

sthwar | disaster | collapse | starvation | extinction | bankruptcyto be very  

close to an extremely bad situation:The two countries are on the brink of war. | The 

white rhino is on the brink of extinction. | The company was on the brink of  

bankruptcy.  

 
 

 

alone /əˈləʊn $ əˈloʊn/ adjective, adverb [not before noun]  1. without anyone 

with youVERBSlive/die alone Many old people live alone.eat/dine alone I had to eat 
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alone.travel alone Some people prefer to travel alone.PHRASESall alone/completely 

alone She was sitting there all alone. | I was completely alone in the house.2. without 
any help from other people, or without anyone there with youVERBSsb acted 

alone Police believe the killer acted alone.do sth alone She felt she could not do it 
alone.PHRASESall alone He was left to raise their two children all 

alone.THESAURUS: aloneon your own/by yourselfwithout help from anyone 

else - on your own and by yourself are much more commonly used in this meaning  

than alone:I can’t move the bed on my own. | See if you can work out the answer by 

yourself. | Did you paint this picture all on your own? | It’s not fair that she does  

everything all by herself.independentlywithout asking for help or advice from 

anyone:Students are taught to work independently. | One day she will have to live 

independently without the support of her family.unaidedwithout the help of anyone or  

anything – used especially about people who are very weak, ill etc:He is unable to  

breathe unaided. | After treatment, he was able to go up and down stairs  

unaided.single-handedlydoing something difficult or impressive without help from 

anyone else:She single-handedly reformed the entire system.soloby one person, not a  

group:Lindbergh’s solo flight across the Atlantic Ocean | She is planning to release 

a solo album. | He sang and played the song solo.lonedoing something alone. Used 

especially in the following phrases:Police say the attack was carried out by a lone 

gunman. | The government should do more to help lone parents (=who raise a child  

alone).self-madea self-made man or woman has become very rich or successful  

without help from anyone else:Like most self-made men, he was extremely self-

confident.  

 
 
 

alter AC /ˈɔːltə $ ˈɒːltər/ verb  to change, or to make something 

changeADVERBSalter (sth) slightly/a little His face altered slightly when he saw 
me.alter (sth) completely This event completely altered his career.alter (sth) 

dramatically (=a lot in a surprising way) The situation has altered dramatically.alter 
(sth) considerably People’s tastes in food have altered considerably in recent 
years.alter (sth) radically/fundamentally (=completely) His doctor told him that he 

would have to radically alter his diet.alter (sth) drastically (=in an extreme and 
sudden way) The accident drastically altered her life.alter (sth) 
significantly/substantially (=in a very noticeable way) Property prices did not alter 

significantly through the year.PHRASESsth does not alter the fact that... Even if 
some savings can be made, this does not alter the fact that the total cost will still be 

high.THESAURUS: alter→ change1 (1)→ change1 (2)  
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alteration AC /ˌɔːltəˈreɪʃən $ ˌɒːl-/ noun  a change, especially a small 

oneADJECTIVESa slight/minor/small alteration The editor made a few minor 
alterations to the text.a major/significant alteration The last major alteration to the 
law was made in 2009. | Farming techniques have undergone significant alterations in 

the last 50 years.extensive/radical alteration (=one that has a big effect) The 
system is in need of radical alteration.a structural alteration Planning permission is 
required if you want to make any structural alterations to the building.Don’t say a big 

alteration. Say a major alteration or a significant alteration.VERBSmake an 
alteration He made a few alterations to his speech.carry out an alteration (=make 
an alteration – used about big changes to buildings and 

designs) The alterations were carried out by a firm of local builders.need/require 
some alterations The software requires one or two alterations to improve its 
performance.undergo some alterations (=have some alterations – more formal) The 

building has undergone several alterations during its long history.PREPOSITIONSan 
alteration to sth We need to make a few alterations to the dress before it is ready to 
wear.an alteration in sth Have you noticed any alteration in his behaviour 

recently?THESAURUS: alteration→ change2 

 

 
 

alternate /ˈɔːltəneɪt $ ˈɒːltər-, ˈæl-/ verb  THESAURUS > change1 (1) 

 
 
 

alternative1 AC noun  something you can choose to do or use instead of 

something elseADJECTIVESa good/attractive alternative If you don’t want curtains, 

blinds are a good alternative.a possible/acceptable/satisfactory alternative I’m 
busy tomorrow but Wednesday is a possible alternative.a cheap alternative Plastic 
is a cheap alternative to wood.a practical/effective alternative This treatment 

represents a practical alternative to surgery.the only alternative If this doesn’t work, 
the only alternative is to buy a new battery.a real/serious alternative Do you think 
that wind power is a real alternative to other sources of energy?a viable 

alternative (=one that will work because it is as good as something else) They want to 
make public transport a viable alternative for car owners.a clear/obvious 
alternative It’s not an ideal solution, but there is no obvious alternative.a safe 

alternative Will there ever be a safe alternative to nuclear power?a healthy 
alternative Low-fat cookies are a healthy alternative to cake.VERBShave an 
alternative We don’t have to stay here – we have 

alternatives.suggest/provide/offer an alternative I’d like 
to suggest some alternatives. | He said that his party offered an alternative.seek/look 
for an alternative People are seeking alternatives to meat-based 

dishes.consider/look at the alternatives We have carefully considered all 
the alternatives.find an alternative The aim of the research is to find alternatives to 
oil and natural gas.an alternative exists No real alternative exists.PREPOSITIONSan 

alternative to sth We need more alternatives to imprisonment.PHRASEShave 
no/little alternative (but to do sth) He had no alternative but to resign.leave sb 
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with no alternative (but to do sth) I was left with no alternative but to seek legal 

advice. 
 

 
 
 

alternative2 AC /ɔːlˈtɜːnətɪv $ ɒːlˈtɜːr-, æl-/ adjective  1. different and able to be 

used instead of something elsealternative + NOUNSan alternative 
way/approach/method Maybe there is an alternative way of dealing with the 
problem.an alternative idea/suggestion/proposal She put forward an alternative 

suggestion which would cost less money.an alternative 
explanation/interpretation I can’t think of any alternative explanation.an 
alternative solution The engineers quickly came up with an alternative solution.an 

alternative route There is an alternative route which avoids all the traffic.alternative 
arrangements Our flight was cancelled so we had to make alternative 
arrangements.an alternative source of sth He needs to find an alternative source 

of income.alternative employment When the department closed, staff were 
offered alternative employment within the company.2. different from the normal or 

traditional type of thingalternative + NOUNSalternative 
medicine/treatment/therapies Various forms of alternative medicine, including 
acupuncture, may bring pain relief.alternative music/theatre/comedy The festival 

is aimed at fans of alternative music.alternative energy sources The need 
for alternative energy sources such as wind and solar power is now greater than 
ever.alternative lifestyles In the 1960s, many young people experimented 

with alternative lifestyles.an alternative view The book provides an alternative 
view of the causes of poverty in the developing world. 
 

 
 

always /ˈɔːlwəz, ˈɔːlwɪz, -weɪz $ ˈɒːl-/ adverb  all the time, at all times, or every 

time: Always lock your bicycle. She’d always assumed that Gabriel was a girl’s 

name. He hadn’t always been a butler.THESAURUS: alwaysforever also for  

ever BrEif something lasts or continues forever, it remains or continues for all future  

time:Nothing lasts forever. | He seemed to think he would live 

forever.permanentlyalways, or for a very long time – used about changes that you 

expect to last forever. Permanently can be used with a verb or with an adjective:His  

eyesight may be permanently damaged. | They decided to move 

to Portugal permanently. | The soldiers were left permanently disabled.for lifefor the 

rest of your life:He was sent to prison for life. | Marriage is supposed to be for  

life. | Remarks like that can affect someone for life.for good especially spokenforever  

– used to talk about a permanent change:This time, he’s coming back for good. | Once 

a species dies out, it is gone for good.for all timeforever – used when saying that  

something will last or be remembered forever because it is very good or special:Their  

deeds will be remembered for all time.to/until your dying dayfor the rest of your life  
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– used when something has affected you very deeply:I’ll remember what he said to my 

dying day.  

 

 

amazed /əˈmeɪzd/ adjective  very 

surprisedADVERBSabsolutely/totally/utterly amazed Her parents were absolutely 
amazed when they saw the change in her.always/constantly/continually 

amazed I’m always amazed by how much food gets wasted.Don’t say very amazed. 
Say absolutely amazed.VERBSlook/seem amazed His friends all looked amazed when 
they saw him.continue to be amazed/never cease to be amazed I never cease to 

be amazed by the amount of money she spends on clothes. | I continue to be 
amazed at how fast technology changes.PREPOSITIONSamazed at sth The doctors 
were amazed at how quickly he recovered from his illness.amazed by sth She 

was amazed by the news. 
 

amazement /əˈmeɪzmənt/ noun  a feeling of great surprisePHRASESlook 

at/stare at/watch sb in amazement His friends all stared at him in 
amazement when told them how much he had won.shake your head in 
amazement “Wow!” said Jack, shaking his head in amazement.whistle in 

amazement Joe whistled in amazement when Bill told him about the monster fish he 
had caught.sb’s eyes widen in amazement (=they look very surprised) Her 
eyes widened in amazement. “You did what?”a look of amazement I’ll never forget 

the look of amazement on his face when I told him my news.a cry/gasp of 
amazement There were cries of amazement when she brought in the birthday cake.a 
constant source of amazement (=something that continues to surprise 

someone) That boy is a constant source of amazement to 
me!ADJECTIVEScomplete/utter/sheer amazement To his utter amazement, his 
application was accepted.genuine amazement “Have you read all those books?” she 

said with genuine amazement.mock amazement (=amazement that is pretended, not 
real) He stopped in mock amazement at the sight of her standing there in the kitchen 
doing nothing.shocked amazement She continued reading his diary with shocked 

amazement.wide-eyed amazement (=such great surprise that your eyes are wide 
open) His features took on a look of wide-eyed amazement.dumb amazement (=such 

great surprise that you cannot speak) We all stared at each other in dumb 
amazement.VERBSexpress (your) amazement He expressed amazement at the 
number of people who had come to help.PREPOSITIONSin amazement “How did you 

get here?” she asked in amazement.with amazement I listened with amazement to 
his story.to sb’s amazement To my amazement, he burst into tears.amazement at 
sth Peter was unable to hide his amazement at how Carla was dressed. 

 
 

amazing /əˈmeɪzɪŋ/ adjective  THESAURUS > excellent 

 

 

ambiguous AC /æmˈbɪɡjuəs/ adjective  if something is ambiguous, it is 

confusing, especially because it can be understood in two very different 
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waysADVERBShighly/very ambiguous The book’s title ‘Closing Time’ is highly 

ambiguous.somewhat/rather/slightly ambiguous The law is somewhat 
ambiguous about this issue.deliberately ambiguous The film has a deliberately 

ambiguous ending.potentially ambiguous (=could be ambiguous) Reword any 
sentences that are potentially ambiguous.morally ambiguous It is a morally 
ambiguous story about a man who takes revenge for the killing of his wife.sexually 

ambiguous (=you cannot be sure whether someone is a man or a woman) Many pop 
stars were sexually ambiguous figures who wore outrageous costumes.NOUNSan 
ambiguous word/term/phrase ‘Different’ is an ambiguous word – it can be used to 

praise or to criticize.ambiguous language The language in the minister’s statement is 
highly ambiguous.an ambiguous sentence/statement/message His statement 
was ambiguous and I wasn’t sure what he meant.an ambiguous concept ‘Privacy’ is 

an ambiguous concept.an ambiguous position/role His role in the affair 
is ambiguous. | I feel that stepmothers have an ambiguous position within a family.an 
ambiguous relationship The main character has an ambiguous relationship with a 

young Chinese woman – are they friends, lovers, or enemies?an ambiguous 
figure The god Pan is an ambiguous figure in Greek mythology – sometimes playful, 
sometimes frightening.the ambiguous nature of sth The ambiguous nature of the 

question made it hard to answer.an ambiguous status He writes about the ambiguous 
status of photography as an art form.VERBSleave sth ambiguous The ending of the 
story is left deliberately ambiguous.remain ambiguous The reasons behind his 

decision remain ambiguous.make sth ambiguous also render sth 
ambiguous formal Her meaning is made ambiguous by her use of poetic language. 
 

 
 

ambition /æmˈbɪʃən/ noun  a strong desire to achieve 

somethingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + ambitionsb’s main ambition What’s your main 
ambition in life?sb’s great ambition He didn’t achieve his greatest ambition – to be 
Wimbledon Champion.a lifelong/long-held ambition (=one that you have had all 

your life) It’s been her lifelong ambition to work with horses.a personal 
ambition Crossing the Sahara was a personal ambition of mine.a secret ambition His 
secret ambition was to become a pilot.a burning/driving ambition (=a very strong 

ambition) She had a burning ambition to become a racing car driver.career 
ambitions The course is designed to help you achieve your career 
ambitions.political/presidential ambitions His political ambitions were put on hold 

while he waited for a suitable opportunity.VERBSsb’s ambition is to be/do 
sth My ambition was to be a journalist.have an ambition He had an ambition to be a 
top cello player.achieve/fulfil/realize your ambition (=do what you wanted to 

do) It took her ten years to achieve her ambition. | He was prepared to go to any 
lengths to fulfil his ambition. | I want to thank all those who made it possible for me 
to realize a lifetime's ambition.lack ambition/have no ambition Many of the students 

lack ambition.nurse/harbour/cherish an ambition (=have it for a long time, 
especially secretly) He had nursed an ambition to become a writer for many years.end 
sb’s ambition An injury ended his ambitions of becoming a professional 

footballer.frustrate/thwart sb’s ambitions formal (=prevent someone from 
achieving them) The weather threatened to frustrate their ambitions. | Her lifelong 
ambitions had been thwarted again and again.PHRASESsb’s lack of ambition I was 
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frustrated by their apparent lack of ambition.be full of ambition She was full of 

ambition when she joined the company.sb’s dreams and ambitions He told her all 

about his dreams and ambitions.THESAURUS: ambition→ aim 

 
 
 

ambitious /æmˈbɪʃəs/ adjective  1. determined to be successful, rich, powerful 

etcADVERBSvery/highly ambitious Thompson was highly ambitious and later became 
Director General of the BBC. | He’s a very ambitious young 

man.extremely/fiercely/intensely ambitious Alfred was intensely ambitious and 
obsessed with the idea of becoming rich.ruthlessly ambitious (=so ambitious that 
you do not care about the effects on other people) Stalin was ruthlessly ambitious in his 

pursuit of power.politically ambitious Many public officials are not politically 
ambitious.socially ambitious Her socially ambitious father encouraged her to accept 
the Duke’s proposal.PREPOSITIONSambitious for sb (=wanting another person to be 

very successful) His mother was ambitious for him and gave him constant 
encouragement with his studies.PHRASESambitious for power (=wanting to get 
power) Kim was ambitious for power and wanted to become president one day.2. trying 

to do something difficultADVERBSvery/highly/hugely/extremely ambitious The 
programme of reform is highly 
ambitious.extremely/hugely/enormously/extraordinarily ambitious The project 

to build the stadium was enormously ambitious and very expensive.over-
ambitious/overly ambitious If you set yourself over-ambitious targets, you will end 
up feeling a failure.NOUNSan ambitious plan/project/scheme/programme The 

company has ambitious plans for expansion.an ambitious target/goal It is 
an ambitious target, but Leblanc believes it is attainable.an ambitious attempt The 
crash ends an ambitious attempt to break the world record for flying round the 

world.an ambitious undertaking formal (=an ambitious thing that you try to 
do) This ambitious undertaking may take more than two decades to complete.an 

ambitious agenda Republicans will have to scale back their ambitious agenda to get it 
through the Senate.PHRASESsth is ambitious in scope (=it tries to do a lot of 
things) The book is ambitious in its scope. 

 
 
 

 

ambulance /ˈæmbjələns, ˈæmbjʊləns/ noun  a special vehicle that is used to 

take people who are ill or injured to hospitalVERBScall an ambulance/phone for an 
ambulance She looked very ill and we decided to call an ambulance. | The 

doctor phoned for an ambulance.send for an ambulance Send 
for an ambulance immediately.wait for an ambulance She comforted the injured girl 
as they waited for an ambulance.an ambulance arrives/comes He died before 

the ambulance arrived.put sb in/into an ambulance Golding was conscious when he 
was put in the ambulance.an ambulance takes sb somewhere An ambulance 

took her to Colchester General Hospital.drive an 
ambulance She drove an ambulance during the war.ambulance + NOUNSthe 
ambulance service The ambulance service denies it took too long for the ambulance 
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to arrive.an ambulance crew The ambulance crew removed him from the 

wreckage.an ambulance driver The ambulance driver went through a red traffic 
light.an ambulance man/worker The ambulance men gave her oxygen.ambulance 

staff He was treated for chest pains by ambulance staff at the scene.an ambulance 
station The nearest ambulance station is over 20 kilometres from here.NOUNS 

+ ambulancethe air ambulance He was flown by air ambulance to the Royal London 

hospital (=an aircraft used to take people to hospital).PREPOSITIONSby ambulance Mr 
Brock was taken to hospital by ambulance.in an ambulance She 
died in the ambulance on the way to hospital. | They took her 

away in an ambulance.PHRASESan ambulance is on its way (=it is coming 
soon) Don’t worry – the ambulance is on its way.a fleet of ambulances (=several 
ambulances) There was a fleet of ambulances outside the building. 

 
 
 

 

ambush /ˈæmbʊʃ/ noun [C,U]  a sudden attack on someone by people who have 

been hiding and waiting for themVERBSset up/lay an ambush (=prepare an 

ambush) The kidnappers had set up an ambush on the road.lie/wait in 
ambush Armed police lay in ambush behind the hedge.stage/carry out an 
ambush The rebels staged an ambush that killed 14 soldiers. | The group said 

the ambush was carried out by its supporters.be/get caught in an ambush The 
police officers were caught in an ambush when they responded to a call.walk/run into 
an ambush The soldiers had accidentally walked into an ambush.draw/lure sb into 

an ambush (=make someone come into the place where you have prepared an 
ambush) Their plan was to lure the men into an ambush and then kill them.die/be 
killed in an ambush Two men have been killed in an ambush in the south of the 

country. | An aid worker died in an ambush here last April.PREPOSITIONSin an 
ambush Their leader was shot dead in an ambush last week.an ambush on sb He 
took part in an ambush on a US patrol. 

 
 
 

 

amendment AC /əˈmendmənt/ noun  a change that is made to a law or 

documentVERBSmake an amendment He asked his lawyer 

to make some amendments to the document.introduce an amendment The party 
wants to introduce an amendment to the bill. | The government is 
planning introduce an amendment to the drink driving law.suggest/propose an 

amendment One member suggested an amendment to the rules.table an 
amendment BrE (=suggest an amendment, especially in Parliament) A group of MPs 
will table an amendment to remove the ban.pass/accept/approve/adopt an 

amendment The amendment was eventually passed by 11 votes.reject/defeat an 
amendment The Senate rejected the amendment.vote on an 
amendment Parliament will vote on the amendment next week.vote for/against an 

amendment I will be voting against the amendment.support/oppose an 
amendment Several members of the 
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committee supported the amendment. | They opposed a number of amendments to the 

bill.consider an amendment The committee considers the amendments and votes on 
each one.ADJECTIVESa constitutional amendment A constitutional amendment does 

not need the Governor’s signature.a minor/major amendment A number of minor 
amendments have been made to the agreement.the First/Second etc 
Amendment (=in the US Constitution) Freedom of speech is protected by the First 

Amendment.PREPOSITIONSan amendment to sth They introduced an amendment 
to the building regulations. 
 

 
 
 

amiable /ˈeɪmiəbəl/ adjective  THESAURUS > friendly 

 
 
 

 

amount /əˈmaʊnt/ noun [C,U]  a quantity of somethingADJECTIVESa large 

amount They still have a large amount of work to do.a great amount I have a great 

amount of respect for his work.a huge/enormous/vast/massive/tremendous 
amount A huge amount of progress has already been made.a 
considerable/substantial/significant amount The house must have cost 

a considerable amount of money.a small/tiny amount Mix a small amount of flour 
and water in a bowl.a certain amount You need to have a certain amount of self-
discipline to work on your own.a surprising amount There is a surprising amount of 

agreement among scientists about climate change.the full amount The company 
agreed to pay her back the full amount.the maximum/minimum 
amount The maximum amount of luggage allowed is 22 kilos.the right/correct 

amount It is your responsibility to pay the correct amount of tax by the correct 
date.an equal amount They spend equal amounts of time in California and New 
York.copious amounts formal (=large amounts) The trees absorb copious amounts of 

moisture from the soil.an inordinate amount formal (=too much) She spends 
an inordinate amount of time doing simple things like pouring hot water into a 

teapot. Amount or quantity?You often use amount about things that you cannot  

measure or count. For example, you say: The team had a certain amount of luck (not  

‘quantity’). She has a tremendous amount of confidence (not ‘quantity’).You  

use quantity about things you can measure or count: The plant produces  

large quantities of seeds. You can also use amount in the same way: The plant  

produces a large amount of seeds. THESAURUS: amountquantitya particular  

amount of food, liquid, or another substance that can be measured – used especially in  

written descriptions and instructions:They buy the wood in large quantities. | Make 

sure that you add the right quantity of milk. | A loaded pistol and a small quantity  
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of explosives were found in his apartment.volumethe amount of something such as  

business activity or traffic, especially when this is large or increasing:The volume of  

traffic on our roads has risen sharply. | There is a huge volume of trade with  

China. | They are finding it hard to cope with the high volume of business.levelthe 

exact amount of something at one time, especially when this varies and can go up or  

down:They measured the level of alcohol in his blood. | There is a high level of  

unemployment. | The workers receive low levels of pay. | Rainfall is well above 

the average level for this time of year.proportionthe amount of something, compared 

with the whole amount that exists:A high proportion of the students were from poor  

families. | The study examined the proportion of road accidents caused by drunk  

drivers. | Only a low proportion of girls received places on training schemes.quotaa 

maximum or minimum amount of something that can be produced, sold, brought into a  

country etc:The government wanted to impose import quotas on foreign goods. | There 

are strict fishing quotas on the amount of fish that can be caught. | There is an annual  

quota for the number of permits that can be issued.yieldthe amount of something that  

is produced, or the amount of profit that you get from an investment:Farmers were 

able to obtain high crop yields. | Shareholders are getting a low yield on their  

investment (=not get much money).  

 
 
 

ample /ˈæmpəl/ determiner  THESAURUS > enough 

 
 

 

amused /əˈmjuːzd/ adjective  if you are amused by something, you think it is 

funnyADVERBSvery/highly amused Her father was highly amused when he saw the 
article.much/greatly amused (=very amused) They were much amused to hear he 

had formed his own pop group.quite/rather amused We were quite amused when we 
heard about it.faintly/slightly/mildly amused (=a little amused) The man 
looked faintly amused.quietly amused Sandra was quietly amused by their 

comments.genuinely amused He seemed genuinely amused that anyone could believe 
such a story.VERBSseem/look/sound amused Ellen seemed amused by the whole 

situation.NOUNSan amused expression/look/voice Douglas felt uncomfortable until 
he saw Jean’s amused expression. | “Are you serious?” he said in an amused voice.an 
amused smile “That sounds ridiculous,” Alec said with an amused 

smile.PREPOSITIONSamused by/at sth They seemed amused by his 

appearance. | Harry was amused at the suggestion. By or at?Amused  

by and amused at mean the same thing. Amused by is more common.  
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amusement /əˈmjuːzmənt/ noun  the feeling you have when you think 

something is funnyADJECTIVESgreat/much amusement It caused great 
amusement when he told us what had happened.mild/faint amusement Daniel 
looked at her with mild amusement.genuine/real amusement He laughed out loud 

with genuine amusement.VERBScause sb amusement The memory seemed 
to cause him great amusement.show your amusement James looked down to 
avoid showing his amusement.hide/conceal your amusement She did not make any 

attempt to hide her amusement.PREPOSITIONSin/with amusement The others 
watched with amusement as she tried the strange food.(much) to sb’s 
amusement He got up and sang ‘Yellow Submarine’, much 

to everyone’s amusement.PHRASESa source of amusement (=something that 
continues to amuse you) Geoff seemed to find life a source of constant amusement.a 
gleam/glimmer/flicker of amusement (=a small amount in someone’s eyes or on 

someone’s face) He examined her face with a wry gleam of amusement.a hint/trace 
of amusement (=a small amount in someone’s eyes or voice) Was there a hint of 
amusement in her voice?sb’s eyes sparkle/gleam/twinkle with amusement He 

was smiling at her, his brown eyes twinkling with amusement. 
 

 
 
 

amusing /əˈmjuːzɪŋ/ adjective  funny and 

entertainingADVERBSvery/highly/most amusing Their attempts at skating 
were highly amusing to watch. | He was a most 
amusing companion.extremely/hugely/wonderfully amusing I always find 

it extremely amusing that people complain about these programmes but still watch 
them.quite/rather amusing Initially she found being the centre of attention quite 
amusing.mildly/vaguely amusing (=slightly amusing) The film is mildly amusing in 

an old-fashioned way.NOUNSan amusing story/tale/anecdote The book is full 
of amusing stories about his childhood.an amusing joke He ended his speech with 
an amusing joke.an amusing incident There was another amusing incident, when one 

of the actors forgot his lines.an amusing spectacle (=something that you see that is 
amusing) We witnessed the amusing spectacle of two men trying to dance with each 

other.PHRASESfind sth amusing George seemed to find the idea amusing.it is 

amusing to do sth It was amusing to see how excited everyone was.THESAURUS: 

amusing→ funny (1)  

 
 

 
 

analogy /əˈnælədʒi/ noun  a comparison showing that two situations are very 

similarADJECTIVESa close analogy There is a close analogy between the two cases.a 
useful/helpful analogy A useful analogy can be drawn between the human brain and 
a computer.a good/better analogy I wish that I could think of a better 

analogy.VERBSdraw/make an analogy (=say that two things are similar) She draws 
an analogy between politics and soccer.use an analogy The writer uses the analogy of 
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a sudden change in the weather.give an analogy One scientist gives the analogy of 

somebody trying to stop a ship from sinking. Draw an analogy and make an  

analogy mean the same thing. Draw an analogy is more common. PREPOSITIONSan 

analogy between sth (and sth) He drew an analogy between the economic situation 
in the 1920s and the situation now.an analogy with sth The physicist Richard 

Feynman used to make an analogy with a game of chess.the analogy of sth He uses 
the analogy of someone pedalling on a bicycle up a steep hill. 
 

 
 
 

analyse BrE analyze AmE verb  to examine something carefully in order to 

understand itNOUNSanalyse data/information/evidence Experts will analyse 

evidence from the crash to establish its cause.analyse the results/findings of 
sth We learn more about each substance by analysing the results of several chemical 
experiments.analyse a problem You have to analyse the problem before you can 

begin to solve it.analyse the causes/effects of sth Scientists have analysed the 
effects of heat on a range of materials.ADVERBSanalyse sth carefully Information 
from the survey is analysed carefully to give an accurate picture of voters' 

opinions.analyse sth in detail We analyse each situation in detail before giving advice. 
 
 

 
 
 

analysis AC /əˈnæləsəs, əˈnælɪsəs/ noun  a careful examination of something in 

order to understand it or find out about itADJECTIVESa detailed/in-depth/close 
analysis (=one in which you look carefully at every part) The researchers carried out 

a detailed analysis of the students’ performance.a careful/thorough analysis After 
a careful analysis of the issues, he made his decision.a brief analysis Let’s start with 
a brief analysis of the situation.further analysis The samples were kept for further 

analysis.economic/political/scientific etc analysis His book provided a scientific 
analysis of human behaviour.a critical analysis (=involving judgements about how 
good or bad something is) Write a critical analysis of the following poem.statistical 

analysis (=using statistics) Their research was based on statistical analysis.forensic 
analysis (=done to find out about a crime) Samples from the crime scene were sent 
for forensic analysis.VERBSdo/carry out an analysis also perform/conduct an 

analysis formal We have done an analysis of the data.provide/produce an 
analysis The report provided an analysis of the problems we need to address.an 
analysis shows sth DNA analysis showed that both blood samples came from the 

same person.an analysis suggests/indicates sth Our analysis suggests that there is 
a bigger problem.be based on an analysis of sth The study is based on an analysis 
of figures for the years 2011 and 2012.NOUNS + analysisdata analysis Our research 

involves a lot of data analysis.DNA analysis DNA analysis had shown that the baby 
was Gilbert’s.computer analysis (=done by computer) Computer analysis of the 
figures suggests that the election result will be very close. 
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ancient /ˈeɪnʃənt/ adjective  THESAURUS > old (1) 

 
 

 

anger /ˈæŋɡə $ -ər/ noun  a strong feeling you have when someone has done 

something badPHRASESbe filled with anger/be full of anger His voice was full of 

anger. | People are now filled with anger and despair.be seething with anger (=be 
extremely angry) Seething with anger and frustration, Polly stood up.be 
shaking/trembling with anger My aunt was shaking with anger as she left the 

room.be speechless with anger She watched him leave, speechless with anger.a 
feeling of anger He was overcome by a sudden feeling of anger against the people 
who had put him there.a fit/outburst of anger (=an occasion when someone 

suddenly expresses anger) His occasional outbursts of anger shocked those around 
him.a surge/wave of anger (=a sudden feeling of anger) She felt a surge of 
anger.sb’s face is white/flushed/dark with anger When he looked at me, his face 

was white with anger.VERBS + angerfeel anger He felt no anger, just 
sorrow.express/show your anger also vent your 
anger formal Demonstrators expressed their anger by burning American 

flags.cause/provoke/arouse/stir up anger (=make people angry) The referee’s 
decision provoked anger among the fans.fuel anger (=make people even more 
angry) The announcement fuelled public anger against the government.explode with 

anger (=suddenly express great anger) When he found he had been cheated, 
he exploded with anger.control/contain your anger I could not control my anger any 
longer.hide your anger For a second she was unable to hide her anger.anger + 

VERBSsb’s anger goes away/subsides/fades (=it stops) I counted to ten and 
waited for my anger to go away. | His anger slowly subsided.sb’s anger 
grows/rises Her anger and resentment grew as she drove home. | Thinking this, he 

felt his anger rise again.anger boils up/wells up inside sb (=someone suddenly 
becomes very angry) She could feel the anger boiling up inside 

her.ADJECTIVESdeep/great/fierce anger There is deep anger against the occupying 
forces.growing/rising/mounting anger There is growing anger among drivers over 
the rise in fuel prices.widespread anger (=among many people) The decision to build 

the airport has provoked widespread anger.real anger There is real anger about the 
amount of money that has been wasted.public/popular anger By now public anger in 
the US was mounting.suppressed/pent-up anger (=that you have tried not to 

show) Her voice shook with suppressed anger.righteous anger (=anger felt when you 
think something should not be allowed to happen) The speech was full of righteous 
anger against the West.anger + NOUNSanger management (=controlling your 

anger) He took an anger management course in prison.PREPOSITIONSanger at 
sth/sb Her anger at him was obvious from her voice.anger over/about sth There 
was widespread anger over the government’s decision to increase taxes.anger 

against/towards sb All his anger against Edward had gone.in anger (=when you are 

angry) He said it in anger, and regretted it later.THESAURUS: 
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angerannoyanceslight anger or impatience:He expressed annoyance at the way his  

comments had been misunderstood by the press. | The meetings were held in  

secret, much to the annoyance of some members of Congress.irritationa feeling of  

being annoyed and impatient, especially because something keeps happening or  

someone keeps saying something:He could not hide his irritation at her questions  

about his private life. | Unwanted sales calls are a source of irritation for many 

people.frustrationa feeling of being annoyed, especially because you cannot do what  

you want or because you cannot change or control a situation:You can imagine my 

frustration when I found out that the next bus didn’t leave till 4 hours later. | There is  

a growing sense of frustration over the situation in Burma. | The government has  

expressed frustration at the slow legal process.exasperationa feeling of being very  

annoyed because you cannot control a situation, learn to do something, or understand  

something, even though you are trying very hard:Isaac sighed in exasperation. | There 

is a lot of exasperation at the team’s lack of success among the 

fans.resentmentanger because you think you are being treated badly or unfairly:The 

sudden increase in the number of foreign workers has caused resentment among some 

local people.indignationanger and surprise about an unfair situation:His voice 

sounded full of indignation. | The scandal caused righteous indignation among many 

right-wing politicians (=indignation which shows you feel right to feel angry about a  

situation - often used in a disapproving way).ill/bad feelinganger between two people  

because of something that has happened:I had no ill feeling  

towards him.rancour BrE rancor AmE formala feeling of anger and hatred towards  

someone who you cannot forgive because they harmed you in the past:Even though he  

had lost the court case, he had shown no rancour. | There is a lot of distrust  

and rancour between the two countries.spleen formalanger, especially anger that is  

unreasonable:He vented his spleen against the airline in an article in the Times (=he 

expressed strong feelings of anger against them).EXTREME ANGERfurya very strong 

feeling of anger:The judge sparked fury when he freed a man who had attacked three 

women. | The decision caused fury among local people.ragea very strong feeling of  

anger that is difficult to control or is expressed very suddenly or violently:When we 

accused him of lying, he flew into a rage (=became very angry very  

suddenly). | Brown killed his wife in a jealous rage.outrageextreme anger and shock 

because you think something is unfair or wrong:The movie caused outrage in the Arab 

World.wrath formalgreat anger or a very angry reaction:The company president will  

now have to face the wrath of the shareholders. | Pietersen incurred the wrath of the 

referee (=made him angry). | The country's nuclear test on October 9 drew the wrath  

of the international community (=made them angry).  
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angle /ˈæŋɡəl/ noun [C]  1. the shape that is formed when two straight lines or 

surfaces meet each otherADJECTIVESa right angle (=an angle of 90°) A square has 

four right angles. | The roads meet at perfect right angles.a 45 degree/60 degree 
etc angle The two lines are at a 45 degree angle.a steep/sharp angle The plane flew 
upwards at a steep angle into the sky. | His thin face had sharp angles.a slight 

angle The tool should be held at a slight angle to the surface.the correct angle The 
sail is not at the correct angle to the wind.an awkward angle He was leaning at 
an awkward angle and I thought he was about to fall over.a strange/crazy/odd 

angle The walls all sloped at strange angles. | The dead man’s head was at an odd 
angle.an acute angle (=an angle of less than 90°) The rays of the evening sun shone 
down at an acute angle.a wide angle The camera has a wide angle lens which is useful 

for landscapes.an obtuse angle (=an angle between 90° and 120°)a reflex 
angle (=an angle between 180° and 360°)an oblique angle (=an angle that is not 
90°, 180°, or 270°)the internal angles The sum of the internal angles of a triangle is 

180°.VERBSmeasure/calculate the angle Measure the angle between the two 
lines. | Calculate the third angle of the triangle.draw an angle You use a protractor 

to draw and measure angles.change/adjust the angle of sth You 
can adjust the angle of the screen.turn/move/rotate sth through an 
angle Rotate the picture through an angle of 180°.form an angle The pieces of wood 

can be moved to form a 45 degree angle.be set at an angle The legs of the chair 
are set at an angle of 70°.PREPOSITIONSan angle of 45 degrees/90 degrees 
etc Raise the other leg slowly to an angle of 45°.the angle between sth The angle 

between the two lines should be 60 degrees.at an angle The posts are pushed into the 
ground at an angle. | He indicated a chair drawn up at an angle to his desk.2. a way of 

thinking about a situation GrammarIn this meaning, you often say from a  

particular angle. ADJECTIVESa different/new/fresh angle They decide to approach 

the problem from a slightly different angle.another angle Why don’t we try looking at 

the question from another angle?every angle The police looked at the case 
from every possible angle.VERBSlook at/consider/see sth from a particular 
angle He is older and he doesn’t see things from my angle. | You’re only seeing the 

situation from one angle.approach/tackle sth from a particular angle Perhaps we 
need to approach the problem from a different angle.PREPOSITIONSfrom an 
angle They looked at the problem from every angle.angle on sth The union should try 

harder to explain the farmers’ angle on these issues. 
 
 

angry /ˈæŋɡri/ adjective  feeling or showing strong emotions because you think 

someone has behaved badly, or because a situation seems bad or 
unfairADVERBSvery/really/extremely angry His comments made me really 

angry. | She was very angry and called me a liar.increasingly angry/more and 
more angry Passengers became increasingly angry as the delays continued.visibly 
angry (=in a way that is easy to see) He was visibly angry when a reporter asked 

another question.justifiably angry (=having a good reason to be angry) Mark 
was justifiably angry at his punishment.NOUNSpeople are angry People are 
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still angry at the way they have been treated.an angry man/woman Henry was a 

very angry man.an angry crowd/mob An angry crowd gathered outside City 
Hall.angry customers/fans/parents/residents etc Angry customers demanded 

their money back.an angry face/expression/voice His voice sounded angry on the 
phone.an angry protest/demonstration There were angry protests outside 
government buildings.an angry response/reaction His comments brought an angry 

response from opposition politicians.an angry argument/exchange The meeting 
ended in an angry argument.an angry scene (=a situation in which people become 
very angry and often shout at each other) There were angry scenes outside the court 

as the prisoner arrived.an angry outburst (=when someone suddenly says something 
in an angry way) He later apologized for his angry outburst.angry words The two men 
exchanged angry words.an angry letter/phone call He wrote an angry 

letter complaining about the service he had received.VERBSget/become angry The 
children were misbehaving, and I was starting to get angry.feel 
angry I felt so angry with her for leaving me.look/sound angry Tony 

suddenly sounded angry.make sb angry Jesse laughed, which made him 
even angrier.PREPOSITIONSangry with sb “Please don’t be angry with me,” she 
said.angry about/over/at sth He’s still angry about the way the company has 

treated him.PHRASESangry and frustrated/upset Anne was angry and upset when 
she heard the news. | She felt angry and frustrated that she had not been given the 

job.THESAURUS: angryannoyedif you are annoyed about something, you feel a  

little angry:I was annoyed because no one had told me the class was cancelled. | She 

was annoyed with him for being late. Annoyed is not usually used before a  

noun. irritatedannoyed and impatient, especially because something keeps  

happening or someone keeps saying or doing something:I was irritated by their stupid  

questions. | I get irritated when I hear people saying that teachers don’t work  

hard. | “Please speak more clearly,” she said in a very irritated voice.mad informalvery  

angry:Dad was mad at me for damaging his car. Mad is not used before a noun in  

this meaning. cross spokenangry – used in British spoken English, to people you 

know well:She was cross with him for being late. | Simon is cross about the way he 

has been treated. Cross is not used before a noun. bad-tempereda bad-tempered 

person becomes angry or annoyed easily and behaves in an unfriendly way:The 

caretaker was a bad-tempered old man. | She’s always bad-tempered when she 

doesn’t get what she wants. Bad-tempered can also be used about situations or  

events in which people often become angry: It was a bad-tempered game, and three  

players were sent off. grumpy informala grumpy person becomes annoyed 

easily. Grumpy is more informal than bad-tempered, and sounds less serious:My 

husband’s always grumpy first thing in the morning. | You sound like a grumpy old  

woman.in a bad/foul moodfeeling a little angry for a period of time, often for no 
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particular reason. Foul sounds more informal than bad:I woke up in a bad 

mood. | She’s been in a foul mood all  

morning.furiousargument | row | debate | attack | reaction | responseextremely  

angry:The couple had a furious argument. | The minister’s comments provoked 

a furious reaction. | She was furious with him when she found out he’d been lying to  

her. | Ella was absolutely furious at this  

news.iratecustomer | boss | husband | father | parents | resident | voice | lette

r | (phone) callextremely angry, especially because you think you have been treated  

badly or unfairly:Irate customers rang the store to complain. | He wrote an irate  

letter to the editor of the newspaper. | Passengers were irate at the delay. Irate is  

often used before a  

noun. heateddebate | discussion | argument | row | exchange | talksa heated  

argument, debate etc is one in which people have strong opinions and become 

angry:After a heated debate, councillors voted to accept the proposal. | He was having  

a heated argument with the referee. Heated is usually used before a noun. lividif  

someone is livid, they are extremely angry:Her father was livid with her. | He looked 

absolutely livid. Livid is not usually used before a noun. outragedvery angry and 

shocked by something you think is unfair or wrong:Most people were outraged by the 

attacks. | The director said he was outraged at the ban on the film. | Outraged 

viewers complained about the programme.indignant formalangry and surprised 

because you feel insulted or feel that you or someone else have been treated badly –  

used about people or something they do:She sounded indignant at the way her child  

had been treated. | The newspaper received several indignant letters from angry  

readers.  

 
 

animal /ˈænəməl, ˈænɪməl/ noun [C]  a living creature such as a dog or cat, that 

is not an insect, plant, bird, fish, or personADJECTIVES/NOUNS + animala wild 

animal We have laws which prevent the killing of many wild animals.a dangerous 
animal Australia is home to some of the world’s most dangerous animals.an exotic 
animal The jungle is full of tigers and other exotic animals.a farm animal Generally 

speaking, it is better for farm animals to have plenty of space.a domestic 
animal (=kept as a pet or on a farm) The disease affects sheep and other domestic 
animals.a land animal The cheetah is the fastest land animal in the world.a marine 

animal (=living in the sea) Many marine animals are poisonous.a furry 
animal Children love little furry animals.a stray animal (=one that does not have a 
home) She left food out for stray animals.animal + NOUNSanimal rights Animal rights 

protesters want the laboratory to be closed.animal welfare (=providing good care and 
living conditions for animals) People are becoming much more concerned about animal 

welfare.animal products I always check the label to make sure that it does not 
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contain animal products.an animal lover The actress is an animal lover who keeps her 

own chickens and goats.the animal kingdom/world The creature had the largest 
known eyes in the whole animal kingdom.an animal species/a species of 

animal (=a type of animal) There are over 50 animal species on the island.animal 
experiments/testing also experiments/testing on animals I disagree with animal 
testing – I think it is cruel and unnecessary.VERBSkeep animals We’re not allowed to 

keep animals in our apartment.test sth on animals Many people are against testing 
beauty products on animals.kill an animal They believe it is morally wrong to kill any 
animal.slaughter an animal (=kill an animal, especially for its meat) Some religions 

have rules about the way animals should be slaughtered.hunt an animal The animals 

were hunted for their fur.THESAURUS: animalcreature /ˈkriːtʃə $ -ər/an animal  

– used especially when describing a particular animal’s characteristics or when 

referring to animals generally:The snow leopard is a magnificent creature. | Mankind’s  

actions have affected all the living creatures in the sea.beastan animal, especially a  

large or dangerous one:To most people, lions are savage beasts. | a wild beastliving 

thingan animal considered as one of a group of things that grow and then die,  

including humans and plants:The only living things we saw were dogs and 

cats.species /ˈspiːʃiːz/a group of animals whose members are similar and can breed 

together to produce young animals:Over seventy species of birds have been observed 

in the area.mammalan animal that drinks milk from its mother’s body when it is  

young:Humans, dogs, and whales are all mammals.vertebratea living creature that  

has a backbone:The virus affects chickens, monkeys, and most other  

vertebrates.invertebratea living creature that does not have a backbone:He studied  

earthworms and other small invertebrates.  

 

 
 
 

animate /ˈænəmət/ adjective  THESAURUS > alive (1) 

 

 
 

ankle /ˈæŋkəl/ noun [C]  the joint between your foot and your 

legADJECTIVESsb’s left/right ankle She has a tattoo on her left ankle.a 

sprained/twisted ankle She missed the last game because of a sprained ankle.a 
broken ankle He suffered a broken ankle when he fell out of a tree.an 
injured/weak/bad ankle Yesterday he had X-rays on his injured ankle.swollen 

ankles I had swollen ankles when I was pregnant.slender/slim ankles Her skirt 
showed off her slender ankles.VERBStwist your ankle Janet slipped on the stairs 
and twisted her ankle.sprain your ankle (=injure it by twisting or stretching it 

suddenly) Ouch! I think I’ve sprained my ankle.hurt/injure your 
ankle I hurt my ankle when I fell.break your ankle My brother broke his ankle in a 
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skiing accident.ankle + NOUNSan ankle injury/sprain He is recovering from an ankle 

injury.ankle socks She wore flat shoes and white ankle socks. 
 

 
 

anniversary /ˌænəˈvɜːsəri, ˌænɪˈvɜːsəri $ -ɜːr-/ noun  a date on which something 

important happened in a previous yearADJECTIVES/NOUNS + anniversarya wedding 

anniversary It’s my parents’ wedding anniversary today.first/fifth/twentieth etc 
anniversary The Society had a party for its 20th 
anniversary.silver/golden/diamond anniversary They celebrated 

their golden wedding anniversary last September. A silver anniversary is after 25  

years, a golden anniversary is after 50 years, and a diamond anniversary is after  

60 years.Instead of saying our wedding anniversary, people often just say our  

anniversary. VERBScelebrate an anniversary The school is celebrating its 

150th anniversary this year.mark/commemorate an anniversary (=remember an 
anniversary, especially by doing something special) An exhibition will be held next year 
to mark the 100th anniversary of his birth.an anniversary falls on a particular 

day Our wedding anniversary falls on Easter Sunday this year.anniversary + NOUNSan 
anniversary celebration There will be a special concert as part of the school’s 

350th anniversary celebrations.an anniversary party/dinner The couple are having a 
twenty-fifth wedding anniversary party.sth’s anniversary year This history of the 
university is being published in its 500th anniversary year.PREPOSITIONSthe 

anniversary of sth That day is the anniversary of the country’s independence.on the 
anniversary of sth A memorial service was held on the anniversary of the 
disaster.for/in honour of an anniversary There will be nationwide 

celebrations for the 50th anniversary of the end of the war.THESAURUS: 

anniversarybirthdaya day that is an exact number of years after the day you were 

born:Her parents gave her a car for her 18th birthday. | I’ll take you out for a  

meal on your birthday.centenary also centennial AmEthe day or year exactly one 

hundred years after an important event:Special stamps were issued to  

commemorate the centenary of the artist’s  

birth.bicentenary also bicentennial AmEthe day or year exactly 200 years after an  

important event:In 1976, she took part in the US bicentennial celebrations.jubileea 

day or year exactly 25, 50, or 60 years after an important event, especially after  

someone became king or queen:The Queen’s Silver Jubilee was in 1977. A silver  

jubilee is after 25 years, a golden jubilee is after 50 years, and a diamond  

jubilee is after 60 years.  
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announce /əˈnaʊns/ verb  to officially tell people some 

newsADVERBSofficially/formally announce sth His death was officially announced on 
Tuesday morning.publicly announce sth She has not publicly announced that she is 

willing to accept the job.proudly announce sth Helen proudly announced that she had 
just written the last page of her novel.triumphantly announce sth (=in a way that 
shows you are very pleased or proud) The doctors triumphantly announced that they 

had found a cure for the disease.sth will be announced shortly/will shortly be 
announced (=soon) The details of the agreement will be announced 
shortly.NOUNSannounce a plan The government has announced plans to create 

10,000 new jobs.announce a decision The committee will announce its decision on 
Friday. | He has already announced his decision to retire.announce your intention to 
do sth She announced her intention to change her name.announce your 

resignation/retirement The party leader is expected 
to announce his resignation today.announce your engagement (=tell people you 
plan to get married) They announced their engagement in ‘The Times’.announce sb’s 

death The president’s death was announced on the radio.announce the appointment 
of sb The bank today announced the appointment of Paul Cox as managing 

director.announce your candidacy Eight months later he announced his candidacy for 
the US Senate.announce the results Many people were surprised when the results of 
the survey were announced.announce the winner The winner of the competition will 

be announced on March 25th.announce changes The authorities are planning 
to announce changes to the law.announce an agreement/deal The two companies 
have announced an agreement to cooperate on future technologies.a company 

announces a loss/profit Last month the company announced a loss of $50 
million.PREPOSITIONSannounce sth to sb I announced to my parents that I wanted to 
stop eating meat. 

 
 
 

 

announcement /əˈnaʊnsmənt/ noun  an official public 

statementADJECTIVES/NOUNS + announcementan official announcement No official 

announcement is expected until next year.a formal announcement A formal 
announcement will be made in Parliament.a government announcement He 
welcomed a recent government announcement that an extra £25 million would be made 

available.a public announcement He got in touch with me several days before the 
public announcement was made.an important announcement He said he had an 
important announcement to make.a surprise/unexpected announcement The 

senator made the surprise announcement that he will not be seeking re-election.a 
dramatic announcement (=sudden and important) The dramatic announcement 
came after a cabinet meeting on Tuesday.a further announcement A further 

announcement will be made in the near future.VERBSmake/issue an 
announcement He made the announcement to reporters at a press conference.hear 
an announcement Everyone was shocked when they heard the 

announcement.welcome an announcement (=say that you are pleased about 
it) Environmental groups welcomed the announcement.greet an 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [91] 

announcement formal (=react to it in a particular way) The announcement was 

greeted with cheers.an announcement comes (=happens) His announcement came 

after two days of peace talks. Make or issue an announcement?Make is much  

more common than issue. Issue is used especially about companies and  

organizations making an announcement to the media: The government is expected  

to issue a formal announcement soon. PREPOSITIONSan announcement about 

sth An announcement about the future of the festival will be made shortly.the 

announcement of sth The announcement of his death sent everyone into shock.an 
announcement by/from sb An announcement by the minister is expected within 
days. 

 
 
 

 

annoyed /əˈnɔɪd/ adjective  slightly angryVERBSget/become annoyed Some 

of the passengers were beginning to get annoyed because of the delay.feel 
annoyed She felt annoyed with herself for making such a silly 

mistake.ADVERBSvery/really annoyed If you don’t clear this mess up, I will be very 
annoyed.a little/slightly/a bit annoyed I was a bit annoyed because I had to wait 

for him.clearly/visibly annoyed The coach was clearly annoyed at his team’s 
performance.PREPOSITIONSannoyed about/by/at sth He feels annoyed about the 
way he has been treated.annoyed with/at sb She was annoyed with Duncan for 

forgetting to phone. | She frowned, annoyed at herself.THESAURUS: 

annoyed→ angry 

 
 
 

 
 

annoying /əˈnɔɪ-ɪŋ/ adjective  making you feel slightly 

angryADVERBSvery/really/extremely annoying I found the whole 
situation extremely annoying.slightly/a little/a bit annoying It was a little annoying 
when I found out that the time of the meeting had changed.rather annoying They 

asked some rather annoying questions.mildly annoying This morning the children 
were only mildly annoying.particularly annoying The delay was particularly 
annoying because I needed to get home early that night.NOUNSan annoying 

habit She has an annoying habit of whistling while she does things.the annoying 
thing The most annoying thing is that he is usually right.an annoying problem My 
computer seems to have developed an annoying problem.an annoying 

man/woman/person Her husband is probably the most annoying person I’ve ever 
met.VERBSbecome/get annoying The sound of the music was starting to become 
annoying.find sth annoying I found his attitude to women 

really annoying.PHRASESHow annoying! “He keeps making a funny noise through his 
nose.” “How annoying!”it’s so annoying when... “My computer has just crashed.” “It’s 
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so annoying when that happens.”THESAURUS: 

annoyingirritatingnoise | habit | mannerismannoying – used especially about  

something that keeps happening or something that someone often does:The bedside 

light kept making an irritating buzzing noise. | He has an irritating habit of saying  

really obvious things. | She has some rather irritating little mannerisms – she keeps  

saying ‘like’ all the time (=she has some rather annoying little habits). | I found their  

constant questions intensely 

irritating.tiresomebusiness | task | woman | manannoying, especially in a way 

that makes you feel bored or impatient:Getting all the necessary documents is  

a tiresome business. | They began the tiresome task of pulling up all the 

weeds. | One tiresome woman kept asking endless  

questions.infuriating/maddeningthing | smile | habitvery  

annoying:The maddening thing was that it was too late to change my ticket. | “Shame 

that you lost!” he said with an infuriating smile. | He had an infuriating habit of not  

always telling the truth. | It was maddening to be treated like a  

child.frustratingexperience | time | morning | afternoon | day | businessannoyi

ng because it is difficult or impossible for you to do what you want:Searching for  

information on the internet can be an extremely frustrating experience. | He had 

a frustrating time sitting on the bench and watching his team lose the game. | I spent  

a frustrating afternoon trying to fix the car. | Trying to speak to someone at the bank  

is a frustrating business. | He found his inability to speak deeply 

frustrating.tryingtime | day | morning | afternoon | experienceannoying  

because you cannot do what you want, or because of being difficult to deal with:It has  

certainly been a difficult and trying time for everyone. | He had just had rather a trying  

day at the office. | Applying for a visa can be a very trying experience. | Young 

children can be extremely trying and you need a lot of patience.gallingannoying  

because it is unfair, or because you are unsuccessful:It was particularly galling to be 

beaten by a much younger player. | It must be even more galling for him to be called a  

traitor, after all the things he has done for his country. Another way to say thisYou  

can also say that something gets on your nerves: The man’s voice was starting  

to get on my nerves. If something is very annoying, you can say that it drives you  

mad/crazy: My parents are driving me crazy – they keep criticizing me all the  

time. Drive sb mad/crazy is an informal expression.  
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annual AC /ˈænjuəl/ adjective  1. happening once a yearNOUNSan annual 

meeting/conference The club holds its annual meeting next Wednesday.an annual 
event The games have become an annual event.an annual holiday/vacation They 
were looking forward to their annual holiday in Cornwall.an annual report The 

bank’s annual report is published this week.an annual review There will be an annual 
review of your financial circumstances.an annual payment He makes an annual 
payment to the charity.an annual fee Your annual fee will be taken automatically from 

your account.an annual subscription (=money that you pay every year to receive a 
magazine or service) Members will be reminded when their annual subscription is 
due.2. relating to a period of a yearNOUNSsb’s annual income/salary The farmers’ 

average annual income is $12,000.the annual cost of sth The annual cost of 
providing care for her is over £50,000.an annual budget The agency was given 
an annual budget of £7 million.an annual rate The economy is currently growing at 

an annual rate of over eight percent. | The annual inflation rate was about 30 
percent.an annual increase Airline executives are planning for a 5% annual 
increase in air travel.annual sales/turnover/revenue The company’s annual 

sales have grown from $40 million to more than $1 billion.an annual profit The group 
announced a sharp drop in annual profits.annual leave (=days each year when you 

are paid for not working) Staff get at least 22 days annual leave. 
 
 

 
 

annul /əˈnʌl/ verb  THESAURUS > cancel 

 

 
 

anonymous /əˈnɒnəməs, əˈnɒnɪməs $ əˈnɑː-/ adjective  if something is done by 

an anonymous person, you do not know their nameNOUNSan anonymous 
caller An anonymous caller said there was a bomb aboard a plane.an anonymous 
writer/author/poet The book was written by an anonymous author.an anonymous 

source The newspaper report quoted several anonymous sources.an anonymous 
donor/benefactor The charity has received a very large sum from an anonymous 
donor.an anonymous letter/note She received an anonymous letter saying that her 

husband was having an affair.an anonymous book/poem/article Dequasie quotes 
an anonymous poem he once read in a newspaper.an anonymous (phone) call One 
of his neighbours had made an anonymous phone call to the police.an anonymous 

donation He made several anonymous donations to charity.an anonymous tip-
off (=a piece of information given by someone unknown) The discovery was made 
following an anonymous tip-off to the police.VERBSremain anonymous The person 

who complained wishes to remain anonymous.ADVERBScompletely anonymous The 
questionnaire is completely anonymous – no one will know what your answers were. 
 

 
 

answer1 /ˈɑːnsə $ ˈænsər/ noun  1. something you say or write as a 

replyADJECTIVESa short/long answer During the interview, he mostly gave short 
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answers to my questions.a one-word answer It’s not very helpful to just give one-

word answers such as ‘yes’ or ‘no’.an honest/straight answer The honest answer is 
that I don’t know.a definite answer Can you give me a definite answer tomorrow?a 

satisfactory answer I didn’t get a satisfactory answer from the company.VERBSgive 
sb an answer I’ll give you an answer tomorrow.get/receive an answer She wrote to 
him, but she never got an answer.wait for an answer Kate was looking at me, waiting 

for an answer.think of an answer She couldn’t think of a suitable answer to his 
question.demand an answer He demanded an answer to his 
question.PREPOSITIONSthe answer to a question These are important questions, and 

we want answers to them.in answer to your question In answer to your question, 
yes, you can go.PHRASESthe answer is no/yes If it’s money that you want, the 
answer is no.the short answer is... (=used when giving a simple, honest, or direct 

answer to a difficult question) The short answer is that it can’t be 

done.THESAURUS: answerreplyan answer. Reply is used especially in written  

English to report what someone said:She asked how he felt, and received the reply,  

“Awful!” | “Finished now?” “No,” came the reply.responsean answer that clearly shows  

your reaction to a question, suggestion etc:Wagner’s responses showed that he had 

thought carefully about the issues. | “Sure. Why not?” was his response to most of  

Billie’s suggestions.retort writtenan angry answer given when someone has annoyed 

you or criticized you:Isabelle began an angry retort and then stopped 

herself.comebacka quick answer that is clever, funny, or rude:He walked out before I  

could think of a snappy comeback (=a quick clever answer).riposte formala quick and 

clever answer:When asked about what he thought about Western Civilisation, Gandhi's  

riposte was "I think it would be a good idea." | Anna produced the perfect  

riposte.rejoinder formala quick answer, especially a clever or rude one:If he confronts  

them, he’ll run the risk of a sharp rejoinder (=one that criticizes someone or something  

strongly).2. something that you write or say in reply to a question in a test or 

competitionADJECTIVESthe right/wrong answer Do you know the right answer to this 
question?the correct/incorrect answer You get 5 points for each correct 

answer.VERBSknow the answer Put up your hand if you know the answer.guess the 
answer If you don’t know the answer, try guessing it.write the 
answer Write your answer in the space provided.give/put an answer I think 

I gave the wrong answer to question 6.PREPOSITIONSthe answer to a question What 
was the answer to question 4?3. the solution to a problemADJECTIVESa simple/easy 
answer I’m afraid there are no easy answers in this type of situation.the obvious 

answer The obvious answer is to raise taxes, but that would be very unpopular.the 
only answer Military force is not the only answer.the perfect answer (=one that is 
certain to succeed) It sounded like the perfect answer.the complete answer A loan, 

however, is not the complete answer to the company’s financial problems.the long-
term answer (=which will solve problems in the future as well as now) He believes 
that wind power is the long-term answer to our growing energy crisis.a possible 

answer In the next chapter we will discuss a number of possible answers to this 
problem.VERBShave the answer He thinks he may have the answer to their 
problems.be the answer Spending more money is not always the 

answer.look/search for an answer People have been searching for an answer for 
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years.find/come up with an answer Scientists believe they have found an answer to 

the problem of climate change. | The government is struggling to come up with 
answers to our economic problems.know the answer If anyone knows the answer, it’s 

her.the answer comes to sb The answer to her problem suddenly came to her.the 
answer lies somewhere (=you can find it there) A lot of people seem to think 
the answer lies in technology.PREPOSITIONSthe answer to a problem Maybe he has 

the answer to our problem.PHRASEShave all the answers I wish I had all the answers, 
but I don’t. 
 

 
 
 

answer2 /ˈɑːnsə $ ˈænsər/ verb  to give an answer to a questionNOUNSanswer 

a question/query You still haven’t answered my question. | Our staff will be pleased 
to answer any queries you may have about our products.ADVERBSanswer 
correctly You have to answer 80% of the questions correctly in order to pass the 

test.answer honestly “I don’t know where he is,” she answered honestly.answer 
fully (=completely) I hope that I have fully answered your question.answer 

directly (=say what you mean without trying to hide anything) He didn’t answer 
directly when asked if he knew who had stolen the money.VERBSrefuse to 
answer also decline to answer formal The man shook his head and refused to 

answer any more questions.try/attempt to answer Sandra tried to answer her 
daughter’s question as honestly as she could.PHRASESanswer in the 
affirmative formal (=say yes) She was asked if she had seen a doctor, and 

she answered in the affirmative.answer in the negative formal (=say 

no) He answered the question in the negative.THESAURUS: answerreplyto  

answer someone. Used especially in written English to report what someone said:“I’m 

so sorry,” he replied. | We asked Jane to help, but she replied that she was too 

busy.respond formalto answer someone:How do you respond to the allegation that  

you deliberately deceived your employers?give sb an answerto answer someone by 

telling them what you have decided or giving them a piece of information they asked 

for:He asked me to marry him, but I didn’t give him an answer straightaway.get back 

to sbto answer someone at a later time especially by telephoning them, usually  

because you need to think about their question or find out more 

information:She’s promised to get back to me as soon as she hears any more news 

from the hospital.retort writtento answer someone angrily, especially because they 

have annoyed you or criticized you:“You’re not afraid?” Brenda asked. “Of course not,”  

he retorted angrily.  

 
 
 

 

anticipation noun  excited or nervous feelings about something that is going to 

happenADJECTIVESgreat anticipation There was a feeling of great anticipation before 
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the game.eager/keen anticipation (=very enthusiastic anticipation) The crowd 

waited with eager anticipation for their heroes to arrive on stage.growing 
anticipation There was growing anticipation among students as the day for exam 

results approached.PREPOSITIONSin/with anticipation I was licking my lips in 
anticipation. | Children are waiting with anticipation for Christmas Day to 
arrive.PHRASESawait/look forward to sth with anticipation (=feel excited because 

you know something is going to happen soon) The birth of the baby was awaited with 
great anticipation. 
 

 
 

antiquated adjective  THESAURUS > old-fashioned 

 
 

 

antique adjective  THESAURUS > old (1) 

 

 

anxiety /æŋˈzaɪəti/ noun  the feeling of being very worried because you think 

something bad might happenADJECTIVESgreat/considerable anxiety There 

is considerable anxiety about job losses.acute/deep anxiety (=which affects someone 
very strongly) His enthusiasm was followed by deep anxiety about what lay ahead of 
him.constant anxiety We lived in a state of constant anxiety about 

money.increasing/growing/mounting anxiety There is growing anxiety about the 
rise in violent crime.public anxiety Public anxiety about food safety led to a change in 
the law.VERBScause/create anxiety also arouse anxiety formal The lack of rain 

is causing anxiety among farmers. | The presence of enemy troops near the border 
has aroused considerable anxiety in the country.lead to anxiety/give rise to 
anxiety (=cause it to happen later) Stress at work can lead to anxiety and even 

depression.feel/suffer from anxiety Children often feel anxiety when they are leaving 
home for the first time.reduce/relieve anxiety The drug helps to reduce anxiety and 
make you feel more relaxed.anxiety grows As the storm got worse, anxiety 

grew among the passengers on the ship.anxiety + NOUNSan anxiety attack (=a 
sudden very strong feeling of fear) Two-thirds of all people who suffer from anxiety 
attacks are women.PREPOSITIONSanxiety about/over sth There is a lot of anxiety 

about the future.anxiety among a group of people The disease is causing anxiety 
among the local population.PHRASESfeelings of anxiety Feelings of anxiety are 

natural in this kind of situation.a state of anxiety His mother lived in a constant state 
of anxiety about what was going to happen to her family.a source of anxiety For 
many people, the main source of anxiety is work.sb’s level of anxiety Patients 

experience high levels of anxiety before an operation. 
 
 

 

apartment /əˈpɑːtmənt $ -ɑːr-/ noun  a set of rooms on one floor of a large 

building, where someone livesADJECTIVES/NOUNS + apartmenta large/spacious 
apartment Aida’s family own a large apartment near the city centre.a 
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small/tiny/cramped apartment (=one that has very little space) It is tough bringing 

up a family in a cramped apartment.a one-bedroom/two-bedroom etc 
apartment A tiny one-bedroom apartment was all she could afford.a studio 

apartment (=with just one main room, which you use for sleeping, cooking, and 
eating) She had just moved from her small studio apartment.a first-floor/second-
floor etc apartment He climbed the stairs to his fourth-floor apartment.a luxury 

apartment The school has been converted into luxury apartments.a basement 
apartment (=below the level of the ground) a dark basement apartmenta penthouse 
apartment (=on the top floor of a building – used especially about a large expensive 

apartment) She bought a penthouse apartment in Santa Monica.a 
furnished/unfurnished apartment (=with or without furniture) a luxurious two-
bedroomed unfurnished apartment situated in the heart of towna holiday 

apartment BrE a vacation apartment AmE We rented a holiday apartment on 
Mallorca.VERBSlive in an apartment He lived in a small apartment on the third 
floor.share an apartment I’m sharing the apartment with a group of friends.buy/rent 

an apartment He rented an apartment for forty dollars a month.own an 
apartment My parents own an apartment in Madrid.move into/out of an 
apartment They moved into the apartment last Easter.apartment + NOUNSan 

apartment building also an apartment block BrE an apartment house AmE They 
lived in the same apartment building.an apartment complex (=a group of buildings 

containing apartments) Apartment or flat?British people usually  

say flat. Apartment is used in British English, but it sounds bigger and more  

impressive than a flat. It is often used in advertisements.American people  

say apartment. An apartment that you own yourself, in a building with several  

other apartments, is called a condominium (or condo) in American English.  

 
 

 

apologize also apologise BrE /əˈpɒlədʒaɪz $ əˈpɑː-/ verb  to tell someone that 

you are sorry that you have done something wrongADVERBSsincerely 
apologize We sincerely apologize for the delay.humbly apologize (=apologize in a 

way that shows you know you were wrong) I humbly apologize for any offence I may 
have caused.apologize profusely (=apologize a lot) He apologized profusely for 
arriving so late.apologize publicly The company apologized publicly for the way 

customers had been treated.PREPOSITIONSapologize to sb I think you 
should apologize to your brother.apologize for sth The airline apologized for the 
mistake.apologize on behalf of sb I’d like to apologize on behalf of the company for 

what has happened.PHRASESI want to apologize/I’d like to apologize I want to 
apologize for the other night. I’m afraid I drank too much.I do apologize I’m so 

sorry, I do apologize (=used for emphasis, in spoken English).I must apologize I 
must apologize for disturbing you at this time of night.there’s no need to 
apologize “I’m sorry about your plate.” “There’s no need to apologize. It could happen 

to anyone.”THESAURUS: apologizesay (that you are) sorryto apologize for  
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something you have done. Say sorry is less formal than apologize. It is used 

especially in spoken English, when talking about apologizing for everyday things:If you 

say sorry, I’m sure she will forgive you. | I wanted to say that I’m sorry for the other  

day.offer your apologiesto apologize for something that has happened – used 

especially in official contexts:I am writing to offer our apologies for any inconvenience  

that may have been caused. | The company offered its apologies to the people who 

had been affected by the strike.send your apologiesto apologize for not being at a  

meeting:Unfortunately Jenny can’t be here today. She sends her apologies.  

 

 
 

apology /əˈpɒlədʒi $ əˈpɑː-/ noun  something that you say or write to show that 

you are sorry for doing something wrongADJECTIVESa public apology The company 

published a public apology in the newspaper.a formal apology The document 
contained a formal apology for the suffering that has been caused.an official 
apology The government has made an official apology and is offering compensation.a 

personal apology The chief executive made a personal apology to customers.a 
written apology The police sent a written apology to the family.a full apology He is 

insisting on a full apology.a sincere/profound/heartfelt apology (=when you are 
genuinely very sorry) I want to offer you a sincere apology.an abject 
apology formal (=one that shows that you are very sorry) The newspaper was forced 

to issue an abject apology.profuse apologies formal (=when someone says that they 
are sorry several times) Moira telephoned with profuse apologies for the 
misunderstanding.VERBSmake an apology I hope you are going to make an apology 

for what you said.issue an apology (=make an official public apology) North Korea 
issued an official apology for the incident.get/receive an apology He received a 
formal apology from the company.offer an apology We would like to offer our sincere 

apologies for the delay.accept sb’s apology Please accept my apologies for having to 
cancel our meeting.want an apology When things go wrong, people want an 
apology.demand an apology China continued to demand a full apology from the 

US.deserve an apology They were badly treated and they deserve an apology.owe 
sb an apology I’m afraid I owe you an apology.publish an apology The newspaper 
group was forced to publish a full apology.mumble/mutter an apology (=say it 

quietly, especially because you are embarrassed) He bumped into me and mumbled an 
apology.PREPOSITIONSan apology for (doing) sth He offered an apology for his 
remarks.an apology to sb She made an apology to her colleagues.an apology from 

sb The people of Wales deserve an apology from the government. You often use my  

apologies when saying politely that you are sorry about  

something: Firstly, my sincere apologies for not having contacted you  

earlier. PHRASESa letter of apology She received a letter of apology from the 

hospital. 
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appalling /əˈpɔːlɪŋ $ əˈpɒː-/ adjective  THESAURUS > terrible 

 
 

 

apparent AC /əˈpærənt/ adjective  used when saying how someone or 

something seemsADVERBSimmediately/instantly apparent The difference in quality 

was immediately apparent.clearly/readily apparent The damage caused by the 
storm was readily apparent. | His sporting ability is clearly apparent.glaringly 
apparent (=very apparent – used about bad things) The failure of this plan soon 

became glaringly apparent.painfully apparent (=very apparent in a way that makes 
you uncomfortable) It was painfully apparent that he had not prepared his speech 
beforehand.VERBSit becomes apparent It soon became apparent that she was 

lying.make sth apparent They made it apparent that he was not 
welcome.PREPOSITIONSapparent to sb It was apparent to everyone that he was 
seriously ill.apparent from sth It was apparent from the discussion that people had 

very different views on the subject.PHRASESfor no apparent reason He left 
suddenly, for no apparent reason.be all/only too apparent (=be very easily 
noticed) The problems with the software are all too apparent. 

 
 
 

appeal /əˈpiːl/ noun  1. an urgent request, especially one in which you ask 

people to help you or give moneyADJECTIVESan urgent/desperate appeal The fire 
service has made an urgent appeal for more part-time firefighters. | The family made 

a desperate appeal to their daughter to come home.a direct appeal The police have 
issued a direct appeal to the witness to come forward with information.a personal 
appeal Political leaders made a personal appeal for the hostage’s freedom.an 

international appeal The organization has now launched an international appeal for 
volunteers.a nationwide appeal The missing 15-year-old was found yesterday after 
a nationwide appeal.a public/official appeal The girl’s family have made a public 

appeal for help to try to catch her killer.a fresh appeal (=one that you make 
again) The growing violence in the country has led to fresh appeals for 
calm.VERBSmake/issue an appeal The police have made an appeal for information 

about the robbery.launch an appeal (=make a public appeal about something 
important, in a carefully planned way) The charity launched an appeal for money to 
help the victims of the floods.renew an appeal (=make an appeal 

again) Detectives renewed their appeal for help from the 
public.give/donate/contribute to an appeal People gave very generously to the 
appeal.an appeal raises money The appeal raised over a million dollars.NOUNS 

+ appealan emergency appeal An emergency appeal for blankets has been issued.a 
fund-raising appeal (=to get money to pay for something) A fund-raising appeal was 
launched to pay for a new school gym.a charity appeal He often gives money 

to charity appeals.a television appeal There was a television appeal for the victims of 
the floods.a disaster/earthquake/flood etc appeal You can now give money online 
to disaster appeals.PREPOSITIONSan appeal to sb The university has made an 

urgent appeal to the government, asking for extra funding.an appeal for sth They 
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launched an appeal for money to help people who had been affected by the 

earthquake.2. a formal request to a court or to someone in authority asking for a 
decision to be changedADJECTIVESa formal appeal She decided to make a formal 

appeal through her lawyer.VERBSmake an appeal His lawyer said that he was planning 
to make an appeal.file/lodge/bring an appeal (=make an appeal in a 
court) She lodged an appeal against the court’s decision.consider an appeal The US 

Supreme Court is considering the men’s appeal.hear an appeal (=listen to all the 
facts) The Committee will hear the club’s appeal against the fine next week.win/lose 
an appeal Unless she wins her appeal, she will be imprisoned.uphold/allow an 

appeal (=give permission for a decision to be changed) Judge Gabriel 
Hutton upheld Smith’s appeal.dismiss/throw out/turn down an appeal (=not give 
permission for a decision to be changed) His appeal was dismissed and he was sent to 

prison.an appeal fails/succeeds If the appeal fails, he will serve his full 
sentence.appeal + NOUNSthe appeal process The appeal process could take as long as 
three years.the appeal court/the Court of Appeal BrE the appeals court/the 

Court of Appeals AmE (=a court of law which deals with cases when people are not 
satisfied with the judgment given by a lower court) The decision was reversed in 
the appeal court.PREPOSITIONSan appeal to a court They made an appeal to the 

European Court of Human Rights.an appeal against a decision/fine/sentence He 
made an appeal against the judge’s decision.on appeal (=after making an appeal) The 
sentence was reduced to three years on appeal.PHRASESthe right of appeal He used 

his right of appeal against the demand for money from the tax department.grounds 
for an appeal (=reasons for making an appeal) You need to have reasonable grounds 
for your appeal.pending appeal (=until an appeal can take place) Both men were 

under house arrest, pending appeal of their convictions.3. a quality that makes people 
like something or someoneADJECTIVESgreat/considerable/a lot of appeal This film 
will have considerable appeal for science fiction fans.(a) wide appeal (=it attracts 

many types of people) The programme has a very wide appeal.(a) universal 
appeal (=everyone likes something) The Harry Potter books have a universal 
appeal.(an) immediate/instant appeal Their music had an instant appeal for me 

when I was young.(an) enduring appeal (=continuing for a long time) The book has 
had an enduring appeal and it is just as popular now as it was when it was first 
written.VERBSlose its appeal The job had lost its appeal and she was starting to get 

bored.have an appeal also hold an appeal formal Being rich and famous held no 
appeal for him – he just wanted to write songs.increase/add to the appeal of 
sth The new design adds to the car’s appeal.broaden the appeal of sth (=make 

something appeal to a wider range of people) The party is trying 
to broaden its appeal and attract more women voters.give sth appeal It is the original 
design that gives the building its appeal.understand the appeal of sth I must admit I 

have never understood the appeal of golf.the appeal lies in sth The country’s appeal 
lies in its lakes and rivers.PREPOSITIONSthe appeal of sth What is the 
particular appeal of this island?appeal for sb The programme has great appeal 

for young audiences. 
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appear /əˈpɪə $ əˈpɪr/ verb  1. to start to be seenNOUNSa 

man/woman/boy/girl etc appears A young man appeared at the door and asked to 
speak to my sister.sb’s face/hand appears The dog’s sleepy face appeared in the 
back window.a car/ship/plane appears A police car suddenly appeared in his 

rearview mirror.the sun/moon/clouds appear A pale sun had appeared in the 
sky.flowers/leaves/shoots appear (=they start to grow) The first flowers appear in 
the spring.a crack/hole appears Cracks are starting to appear in the ceiling.a 

report/study/article/story/picture etc appears (=it is published or 
shown) The study first appeared in the ‘New England Journal of Medicine’.a box/menu 
appears (=on your computer screen) A box appears, which contains the following 

message: ‘An error has occurred in your application’.ADVERBSfirst/originally 
appear This article first appeared in the ‘New Yorker’ magazine.suddenly appear A 
big hole suddenly appeared in the street.magically appear These genes did not 

just magically appear – they developed over millions of years.PHRASESappear out of 
nowhere (=suddenly in a surprising way) A group of masked men appeared out of 

nowhere and told him to get in the car.THESAURUS: appearpop 

upface | head | name | menu | sign | restaurantto appear suddenly. Pop 

up sounds rather informal:A woman’s face popped up from the other side of the 

fence. | His name keeps popping up in music reviews. | When you press this button,  

a menu pops up. | New Italian restaurants are popping up all over town. | Michael  

suddenly popped up and asked us what we were doing.come into 

viewhouse | building | castle | ship | mountain | coastif something comes into  

view, you start to see it as you get closer to it, or as it gets closer to you:At the end of  

the drive, the house came into view. | At that moment, the castle came into  

view. | The snow-capped mountains came into view. | The coast of France came into  

view.come outsun | moon | starsto appear in the sky:The sun came out from behind  

a cloud. | The moon came out as he entered the graveyard. | I sit by my window 

watching the stars come out.loom/loom 

upface | figure | shape | building | mountainto suddenly appear in a frightening  

way:A face loomed up out of the darkness. | They both looked up as the tall figure of  

Hassan loomed over them. | The dark shape of the castle loomed out of the mist. | A 

huge grey building loomed over the avenue like an enormous  

battleship. | The mountain looms over this small mining town.resurfaceto appear  

again after being lost or missing – used especially about people or problems:The girl’s  

father has resurfaced after six years of no contact. | The issue of inaccurate news 

reports resurfaced last week. If you start to be able to see something, you can say it  

becomes visible: The shape of the baby’s head gradually became visible on the  

screen. ANTONYMS → disappear2. to seem GrammarThis meaning of appear is  

usually used with an adjective, or with the verb to be: She appeared calm at  
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first. | The paintings appear to be by the same person. PHRASESit appears 

(that)... It appears that all the files have been deleted.what appears to be Police 
have found what appear to be human remains.3. to be seen in public, in a court case, 

or in a movie, play etcPHRASESappear in public The emperor rarely appears in 
public.appear in court/appear before a judge Griffiths is due to appear in 
court next month, charged with murder.appear in a film/movie/play/show etc She 

first appeared in the movie ‘Taxi Driver’.appear on television/on screen The 
president will appear on national television to talk about the decision. 
 

 
 

appearance /əˈpɪərəns $ əˈpɪr-/ noun  1. the way someone or something looks 

to other peopleADJECTIVESgeneral/overall appearance They want to improve the 
town’s overall appearance.physical appearance We are often attracted to somebody 
first by their physical appearance.personal appearance Some men don’t care very 

much about their personal appearance.odd/strange/bizarre appearance Children 
sometimes stared at him because of his odd appearance.distinctive/striking 
appearance (=unusual and interesting) The unusual leaves give the plant a distinctive 

appearance.attractive/handsome/pleasing appearance The hotel didn’t have a 
very attractive appearance.the outward appearance (=how a person or situation 
seems to be, rather than how they really are) Beneath the outward appearance of 

confidence, she is very shy.the visual appearance (=what something looks 
like) Modern farming methods have changed the visual appearance of the 
countryside.youthful appearance (=someone looks young, especially when they are 

older) She was no longer a young woman, despite her youthful appearance.VERBShave 
a ... appearance The restaurant has a pleasant appearance.improve the 
appearance also enhance the appearance formal Fresh 

air improves the appearance of the skin.spoil the appearance The metal 
posts spoiled the appearance of the garden.change/alter the appearance The new 
factory will change the appearance of the area enormously.give sb/sth a … 

appearance His uniform gave him an official appearance.give the appearance of 
doing sth He likes to give the appearance of being hard-working.PREPOSITIONSthe 
appearance of sb/sth They’ve changed the appearance of the whole 

building.PHRASEStake pride in your appearance (=make an effort to look 
good) She’s the kind of woman who takes pride in her appearance.judge by 
appearances (=make judgements based on the way someone or something looks) You 

shouldn’t judge by appearances.have all the appearances of sth (=seem clearly to 
be something) The case had all the appearances of a straightforward murder.to all 

appearances (=used when saying how someone or something looks, especially when 
this is different from the real situation) He was, to all appearances, a respectable 
businessman.appearances can be deceptive (=the way something seems to be may 

not be how it really is) The pupils looked well-behaved – but appearances can be 

deceptive.THESAURUS: appearancelookssomeone’s appearance, especially  

how good-looking they are. Looks is more informal than appearance:Girls of that age  

are always worried about their looks. | The star is famous for his boyish good 

looks.imagethe idea that people have about what someone or something is like, which  
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they get from TV, radio, newspapers etc:The scandal has damaged his image as an  

honest politician. | The company is anxious to protect its public image.2. an occasion 

when someone takes part in something, especially a public event or a filmVERBSmake 

an appearance The singer made her last appearance in January this year.put in an 
appearance (=go to a meeting, party etc, to show people that you were there, often 
only staying a short time) He decided to put in an appearance at the 

meeting.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + appearancesb’s first/second/last appearance This is 
the band’s first appearance in the US this year.a final/farewell appearance He gave 
his farewell appearance in the film.a public appearance The speech will be his 

first public appearance since winning the election.a radio/TV appearance She hated 
the endless TV appearances needed to promote her books.a concert/stage 
appearance This is his only stage appearance in London.a guest appearance (=by a 

famous person on a TV show or at a musical event, in addition to the people who 
usually take part) Paul McCartney will make a special guest appearance on the show.a 
personal appearance (=by a famous person at a public event) There was a personal 

appearance by Nelson Mandela.a sudden/unexpected appearance His unexpected 
appearance at the meeting gave everyone a shock.a fleeting appearance (=for a very 
short time) The star made a fleeting appearance at the party.a live 

appearance (=when someone performs in front of people who are watching) Her 
first live appearance was at last year’s Montreux Jazz Festival.a cameo 
appearance (=a short appearance in a film or play by a well-known actor or 

person) Alfred Hitchcock always made a cameo appearance in his own 
films.appearance + NOUNSappearance money/fee (=the money someone is paid to 
appear somewhere) He gave his appearance fee to charity. 

 
 
 

 

appetite /ˈæpətaɪt, ˈæpɪtaɪt/ noun  1. a desire for foodADJECTIVESa 

good/healthy appetite Growing children should have a healthy appetite.a 

big/huge/enormous/hearty appetite Most small boys have enormous appetites.a 
voracious/ravenous appetite (=you want a very large amount of food) The dog had 
a voracious appetite and was asking for more food.a poor appetite (=a desire for less 

food than you need) A poor appetite may be a sign of illness.a small appetite If your 
child has a small appetite, give him or her smaller meals more frequently.VERBShave 
an appetite There’s lots of food – I hope you have a good appetite.lose your 

appetite She was so miserable that she completely lost her appetite.regain your 
appetite He is feeling better and has regained his appetite.give sb an 
appetite also stimulate your appetite formal The exercise and fresh air 

had given us an appetite. | The aroma of the herbs and spices helps stimulate the 
appetite.work up an appetite (=become hungry by being active) We went for a long 
walk to work up an appetite.satisfy sb’s appetite (=stop someone feeling hungry) At 

each mealtime, eat enough to satisfy your appetite.spoil/ruin sb’s appetite (=make 
someone not feel like eating a meal) Don’t give the children any more sweets – it 
will spoil their appetite.suppress/take away sb’s appetite (=make someone not feel 

hungry) The drug helps suppress your appetite. | The thought of the exam took away 
his appetite.PHRASESloss/lack of appetite Symptoms include fever and loss of 
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appetite. | I’m a bit worried about her lack of appetite.take the edge off sb’s 

appetite (=make someone feel less hungry) Have a hot drink to take the edge off your 
appetite.2. a desire to have or do somethingADJECTIVESa great/huge/enormous 

appetite They have shown tremendous enthusiasm and a great appetite for work.an 
insatiable/voracious appetite (=so that you always want more) She had an 
insatiable appetite for fame.a growing appetite There is a growing appetite for foreign 

goods.little appetite The people have little appetite for another war.the public 
appetite for sth The programme is intended to satisfy the public appetite for serious 
information.VERBSwhet sb’s appetite (=make someone want something) He told me 

enough about the film to whet my appetite.feed sb’s appetite (=make someone want 
something more) The press feeds the public’s appetite for details of celebrities’ 
lives.satisfy sb’s appetite (=stop someone wanting something) This work did 

not satisfy my appetite for adventure.lose your appetite for sth He has never lost his 
appetite for football.PREPOSITIONSan appetite for sth I was surprised by 
their appetite for knowledge. 

 
 
 

appetizing /ˈæpətaɪzɪŋ/ adjective  THESAURUS > delicious 

 
 

applause /əˈplɔːz $ əˈplɒːz/ noun  the sound of many people hitting their hands 

together to show that they have enjoyed somethingADJECTIVESloud applause There 
was loud applause as the young man received his 
award.deafening/thunderous/tumultuous applause (=very loud applause) The 

band came on stage to thunderous applause.wild/rapturous applause (=very excited 
applause) The audience burst into wild applause. | He left the stage to rapturous 
applause.polite applause There was polite applause from some members of the 

audience.prolonged/sustained applause The prolonged applause forced the 
orchestra to pause.warm applause (=applause that shows you like or approve of 
something) The star received warm applause after her speech supporting the 

charity.great applause “We will win!” he said to great 
applause.VERBSbreak/burst/erupt into applause (=suddenly begin to applaud) The 

excited crowd broke into loud applause.get/receive/win 
applause He got more applause than any other player.draw applause (=receive 
applause – more formal) Clapton’s playing drew applause from the audience.greet sth 

with applause (=people clap when they see or hear something) The results 
were greeted with wild applause.applause breaks out/erupts (=suddenly 
starts) Immediately a great roar of applause broke out.applause rings out (=makes a 

noise) The sounds of laughter and applause rang out around her.applause dies 
down/away (=people stop clapping) The applause died down as the curtains began to 
close.PREPOSITIONSapplause for sb Can we please have a round of applause for our 

speaker, Mr John Richmond?to ... applause “We will win!” he 
said, to great applause.PHRASESa round of applause (=a short period of 
applause) She got a round of applause when she finished.a burst of applause (=a 

short sudden period of applause) A burst of applause greeted the band as they walked 
on stage.a roar of applause The models came into the room to a roar of applause.a 
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ripple of applause (=applause that comes from only some of the people in the 

audience) A ripple of applause followed his remark.cheers and applause Greeted with 
a round of cheers and applause, Robbie leaped back on stage. 

 
 
 

apple /ˈæpəl/ noun  a hard round fruit that has red, light green, or yellow skin 

and is white insideADJECTIVESa ripe apple He picked a ripe apple from the tree.a 
juicy apple I bit into the juicy green apple.a sweet apple This apple’s really sweet 
and delicious.a sour/tart apple (=not at all sweet) Some people prefer a slightly sour 

apple.a rotten apple (=bad, so that the skin goes brown) There were a few rotten 
apples lying on the ground.an eating/dessert apple (=one which is sweet enough to 
eat) Use dessert apples for this recipe.a cooking apple Cooking apples usually taste 

better with sugar.a baked apple (=one that has been cooked in the oven) We had 
baked apples and yoghurt.VERBSeat an apple Some people say that you should eat an 
apple every day.bite into an apple Sue bit into her apple with a loud crunch.munch 

(on) an apple (=eat it) He was noisily munching an apple.peel an apple (=remove 
the skin) Peel the apples and slice them finely.core an apple (=remove the middle 

part containing the seeds) Core the apples and cut into quarters.apple + NOUNSan 
apple tree The apple trees were heavy with fruit.an apple orchard (=a group of 
apple trees) He owned a small apple orchard.apple blossom (=the flowers on an apple 

tree) Bees love apple blossom.apple juice She drank a glass of apple juice.an apple 
core (=the middle part that is left after you have eaten an apple) She threw the apple 
core in the bin.an apple pip BrE an apple seed AmE Make sure that you remove all 

the apple pips.apple pie/tart We had apple pie and custard for dessert. 
 
 

 

appliance /əˈplaɪəns/ noun  THESAURUS > machine 

 
 

 

applicable adjective  THESAURUS > relevant 

 
 

application /ˌæplɪˈkeɪʃən/ noun  1. a formal, usually written, request for 

something such as a job, place at university, or permission to do somethingNOUNS 

+ applicationa job application He’s made 23 job applications and had 5 interviews.a 
visa application It can take several weeks for your visa application to be processed.a 

planning application (=asking for permission to build something) They put in 
a planning application for a new housing development.a loan/grant/mortgage 
application His loan application was rejected by the bank. | Banks say the number 

of mortgage applications has risen sharply.ADJECTIVESa formal application Turkey 
made a formal application to join the European Union.VERBSmake an 
application Students usually make their applications for university in September.fill 

out/fill in an application I filled out an application for a secretarial job. | You can fill 
in the application online.put in/send in/submit an application The company 
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has submitted a planning application.consider an application (=think about it before 

deciding) The licensing committee met to consider his application.grant/approve an 
application (=say yes) Your mortgage application has 

been approved.refuse/reject/turn down an application He received a letter saying 
that his application had been rejected.process an application When I contacted the 
embassy, they said they were still processing my visa application.withdraw your 

application The company withdrew its application to build the bridge.application + 

NOUNSan application form Simply fill in the application form and return it to your 
bank.PREPOSITIONSan application for sth We have put in an application for a grant 

to repair the roof.an application from sb The university welcomes applications 
from overseas students.PHRASESa letter of application The purpose of your letter of 
application is to get an interview.2. a way in which something can be 

usedADJECTIVESpractical applications He says that his invention could have a wide 
range of practical applications.potential/possible applications She understood at 
once the potential applications of this new technology.commercial applications The 

invention has a wide range of commercial applications.VERBShave applications The 
research could have many applications in the computer industry. 
 

 
 
 

apply /əˈplaɪ/ verb  1. to formally ask for something, for example a 

job GrammarYou usually apply for something or apply to do  

something. NOUNSapply for a job/post She enjoys working with children so 

she’s applied for a job as a teacher.apply for a course More students are applying 
for science courses than arts courses.apply for permission We’ve applied to the 

council for permission to knock down a wall.apply for a licence/passport/visa Have 
you applied for a visa for your trip to India?apply for a loan/grant He doesn’t have 
enough money for a new car, but he could apply for a loan.ADVERBSapply directly If 

the flight is cancelled, you have to apply directly to the airline to get your money 
back.apply online To open a bank account, visit your local branch or apply online.2. to 

use somethingTHESAURUS: apply→ use1 

 
 

 

appointment /əˈpɔɪntmənt/ noun  an arrangement to see someone, for a 

professional or medical reasonADJECTIVES/NOUNS + appointmenta hospital 
appointment BrE My hospital appointment lasted half an hour.a doctor’s 

appointment What time is your doctor’s appointment?a dentist’s/dental 
appointment She has a dental appointment, so she won’t be in until later.a medical 
appointment Children sometimes miss school because of medical appointments.a 

business appointment Dennis had an early morning business appointment with a 
client.a hair appointment (=to have your hair cut) I’d like to make a hair 

appointment for next week.a morning/afternoon appointment I asked for a 
morning appointment.an urgent appointment I can’t talk now – I have an urgent 
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appointment to get to.a follow-up appointment (=an appointment after the first 

one) This is a long-term illness and regular follow-up appointments are 
necessary.VERBShave an appointment She has an appointment with the dentist at 5 

o’clock.make/arrange an appointment Can you phone the hairdresser and make an 
appointment?book an appointment BrE schedule an appointment AmE (=make an 
appointment) I’ve scheduled your appointment for 9.30.get an 

appointment (=succeed in arranging one) It’s difficult to get an appointment on 
Monday morning.cancel an appointment He had to cancel all his 
afternoon appointments.miss an appointment (=not go to an appointment you have 

arranged) The train was late so I missed my appointment.keep an appointment (=go 
to an appointment that you have arranged) Please let us know if you cannot keep your 
appointment.PREPOSITIONSan appointment with sb I have an appointment with my 

lawyer this afternoon.an appointment at the doctor’s/the hospital etc Have you 
booked another appointment at the clinic?by appointment (=if you have made an 
appointment) The collection can be viewed by appointment only. 

 
 
 

 

appreciate /əˈpriːʃieɪt/ verb  1. to realize something or understand that it is 

important or usefulNOUNSappreciate the importance/significance/value of sth To 

avoid disease in this area, you have to appreciate the importance of clean drinking 
water.appreciate the fact Younger students don’t always appreciate the fact 
that teachers are trying to help them.appreciate the difference A good 

manager appreciates the difference between helpful and hurtful criticism.ADVERBSfully 
appreciate sth I didn’t fully appreciate the dangers of traveling on my own.2. if you 
appreciate something, you are grateful for itNOUNSappreciate sb’s 

support/help/efforts It would be difficult to do the job on my own, so I 
really appreciate your help.appreciate sb’s concern I appreciate your concern but 
you needn’t worry – I’m perfectly safe.appreciate everything sb has done I 

appreciate everything my parents did for me when I was 
young.ADVERBSgreatly/deeply appreciate We greatly appreciate all the work you’ve 
done.really appreciate She really appreciates all the time you’ve spent helping 

her.genuinely/truly appreciate I genuinely appreciate the opportunity they’ve given 

me to start a new career. You use the phrase I would appreciate it if when telling  

someone firmly (not) to do something: I’m trying to study, so I’d appreciate it if you’d  

make less noise!  

 

 
 

 

appreciation noun  1. grateful feelingsADJECTIVESdeep appreciation I’d like 

to express my deep appreciation for all your support.genuine appreciation She 

thanked him warmly, with genuine appreciation in her voice.VERBSshow/express 
your appreciation The audience showed their appreciation by cheering loudly.2. the 
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act of understanding something and realising that it is importantADJECTIVESa 

great/deep appreciation She developed a deep appreciation of classical music at an 
early age.a good/full appreciation To be a good diver you need a full appreciation 

of the dangers of the sea.a growing appreciation In the West, there is a growing 
appreciation of the economic importance of China.VERBShave an appreciation of 
sth The prince doesn’t have an appreciation of the problems that poor people 

face.develop/gain an appreciation of sth I only developed an appreciation of the 
difficulties of the job after a few months.show/demonstrate an appreciation of 
sth The article shows an appreciation of the complex political situation in the 

country.require an appreciation of sth Doctors require an appreciation of how 
unpleasant it is to feel ill.encourage an appreciation of sth A good art teacher 
will encourage an appreciation of all forms of art. 

 
 
 

 

approach1 AC noun  a method of doing something or dealing with a 

problemADJECTIVESa different/alternative approach Asking a direct question did 
not work, so I tried a different approach. | There is an alternative approach to 
measuring success.a new/fresh approach This is a new approach to teaching 

languages.a traditional approach Their textbooks follow a very traditional approach.a 
similar approach They both have a similar approach to management.the 
general/overall approach Both research projects follow the same general approach.a 

flexible approach (=able to change according to circumstances) Nowadays, 
our approach to learning is more flexible.a systematic/scientific 
approach (=following a careful method) It’s best to follow a systematic approach to 

problem-solving.a pragmatic/practical approach (=concerned with practical results, 
rather than theories or principles) My approach to my job is very pragmatic.a balanced 
approach (=considering all different aspects or views in a reasonable way) People 

have strong views about crime, but we need a balanced approach.a cautious 
approach (=very careful) When working with dangerous chemicals, a cautious 
approach is best.an innovative approach (=using methods that have not been used 

before) This is an innovative approach to training sales people.a positive approach As 
a company we take a positive approach to creativity.VERBStake/follow/use an 
approach also adopt an approach formal This book takes an unusual approach to art 

criticism. | He adopted an approach similar to the one used in the US.try an 
approach Let’s try a new approach.prefer/favour an approach There are signs that 
the government prefers a radical approach.PREPOSITIONSapproach to sth What is 

your approach to dealing with difficult behaviour in the classroom? 
 
 

 
 

approach2 AC /əˈprəʊtʃ $ əˈproʊtʃ/ verb  1. to start to talk about, think about, or 

deal with somethingNOUNSapproach a subject/issue The film approached the 
subject in an interesting way.approach a problem There are many different ways 
to approach the problem.approach a task Each candidate approached the task in a 

slightly different way.ADVERBSapproach sth cautiously/carefully He approached the 
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subject of her divorce very carefully.PHRASESapproach sth with care/caution This is 

a difficult subject and it needs to be approached with caution.approach sth in a 
different way/from a different viewpoint Maybe we should try and approach the 

problem in a different way.2. to move towards or nearer to someone or 
somethingADVERBSslowly approach sb/sth A truck was slowly approaching them 
along the highway.approach sth cautiously/with caution She approached 

cautiously and patted the horse’s nose.approach sth closely The animals should not 
be approached too closely. 
 

 

approval /əˈpruːvəl/ noun  1. the fact of liking someone or something, and 

believing that they are goodADJECTIVESpublic approval The policy won a lot of public 
approval.universal approval (=from everyone) His decision has been met with 

almost universal approval.general approval (=from most people) McGill’s views did 
not gain general approval in the company.VERBSmeet with sb’s approval (=be 
approved of by someone) Her boyfriend did not meet with her 

mother’s approval.win/gain approval His condemnation of the 
war won widespread approval.seek sb’s approval He constantly sought his 

father’s approval.look to sb for approval They all admired Gordon and looked 
to him for approval.PREPOSITIONSin/with approval They clapped their hands in 
approval.approval from sb Teenagers are desperate for approval from people their 

own age.PHRASESa look/smile/nod of approval “You’ve thought of everything,” she 
said with a look of approval.a roar/murmur/chorus of approval (=noises showing 
approval from a group) There were murmurs of approval from the crowd.2. an occasion 

when a plan, decision, or person is officially acceptedADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ approvalofficial/formal approval Finance ministers gave their formal approval in 
July.final approval The EU has still not granted final approval for the 

scheme.government approval It can take years for a new drug to 
receive government approval.Parliamentary/Congressional/Senate approval The 
law is still awaiting parliamentary approval. | His appointment was subject 

to Congressional approval.parental approval (=from someone’s parents) Students 
must first obtain parental approval.planning approval (=official approval needed 
before building something) The construction work will need planning 

approval.VERBSgive (your) approval to sth/give sth your approval The president 
has already given his approval to the plan. | Congress gave final approval on October 
8th.get/win approval also receive/obtain approval formal NASA finally got 

approval for the mission. | It is just three months since we received official approval to 
go ahead with the project.approval is granted (for sth) (=it is 
approved) Approval was granted for the construction work to go ahead.require/need 

approval A multi-million pound project will require approval by the board of 
directors.seek approval You will need to make an appointment with the bank to seek 
approval for the loan.submit sth for approval The final design will be submitted for 

approval next month.PREPOSITIONSwith/without sb’s approval A company cannot 
be sold without the approval of the shareholders. | With her parents’ approval, she 
married a much older man.approval by sb The bill will be submitted for approval 

by Congress.PHRASESbe subject to approval (=need someone’s approval before it 
can happen) The merger is subject to approval by shareholders.sb’s seal/stamp of 
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approval (=someone’s official approval) You must not make decisions without your 

manager’s seal of approval. 
 

 
 

approve /əˈpruːv/ verb  1. to think that someone or something is 

good GrammarIn this meaning, you usually say that you approve of someone or  

something. ADVERBSvery much approve His parents very much approved of his new 

girlfriend.thoroughly/wholeheartedly/heartily approve (=approve very strongly) I 

thoroughly approve of the decision to give the money to charity.PHRASESdon’t 
altogether approve (=not completely) I don’t altogether approve of zoos – I think 
animals are happier living in the wild.sb would never approve My mother would 
never approve of me staying out so late.ANTONYMS → disapprove2. to officially 

accept a plan, proposal etcNOUNSapprove a bill/amendment/resolution (=vote to 

accept something) Congress is expected to approve the bill.approve a 
plan/scheme/proposal If the board approves the plan, construction work will start 
next month.approve a deal/sale/merger A majority of the shareholders must 

approve the deal.ADVERBSapprove sth unanimously (=everyone in a group approves 
something) The conference unanimously approved a motion condemning the 
government’s actions.overwhelmingly approve sth (=almost all of a group approve 

something) Parents overwhelmingly approved the proposal to bring back school 
uniform.PREPOSITIONSapprove sth by 100 votes/a large majority etc The 

committee approved the plan by 12 votes to 5.THESAURUS: 

approvepasslaw | bill | amendment | resolutionto approve a law or proposal,  

especially by voting:The law was passed by a huge majority in  

Parliament. | Congress passed a bill which made the drug  

illegal. | Congress passed a bill which made the drug illegal. | The amendment was  

passed in 1871.ratifytreaty | agreement | dealto make a written agreement official  

by signing it or voting about it:The treaty was ratified by the Senate in  

1988. | Parliament still has to ratify the agreement. | Australia plans to ratify the 

deal.rubber-stampto approve something without really thinking about it – used to  

show disapproval:Parliament merely rubber-stamped the president’s decisions.  

 

 

approximately AC /əˈprɒksəmətli, əˈprɒksɪmətli $ əˈprɑːk-/ adverb  more or 

less than a number or amount. Approximately sounds more formal than about: The 

company had total revenues of approximately $2 million. The disease affects 

approximately 10% of the adult population.THESAURUS: 

approximatelyaboutmore or less than a number or amount. About is less formal  

than approximately and is the usual word to use in everyday English:It costs about  

$30 to get a visa. | There were about 50 people at the meeting.roughly /ˈrʌfli/about –  
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used when you are trying to give someone a general idea of the size, amount, or  

number of something:The two countries are roughly the same size. | Roughly how 

many miles do you travel a year?aroundabout a number or time – used when you are 

guessing:I’ll be there around 5 o’clock. | The BBC broadcasts around 2,000 radio  

dramas every year.somewhere/something in the region of formalabout – used 

with very large numbers or amounts:Last year he earned something in the region of  

$60 million. | It costs somewhere in the region of £100,000 to train a new doctor.or 

so informalabout – used after a period of time, a number, or an amount:The journey 

takes an hour or so.circa /ˈsɜːkə $ ˈsɜːr-/ formalabout – used with dates a long time 

ago in the past:The house was built circa 1530.or moreused after a number or  

amount, when the total may be a lot more:A thirty-second commercial can cost  

£60,000 or more.upwards ofmore than a number or amount:The aircraft can carry  

upwards of 400 passengers.  

 
 

 

architecture /ˈɑːkətektʃə, ˈɑːkɪtektʃə $ ˈɑːrkətektʃər, ˈɑːrkɪtektʃər/ noun  the 

style and design of a building or buildingsADJECTIVESmodern architecture The city 

has a lot of modern architecture.contemporary architecture (=architecture of the 
present time, or the time you are talking about) He didn’t much like contemporary 
architecture.classical architecture (=architecture in the style the Greeks and Romans 

used) The palace is a fine piece of classical architecture.Greek/Roman/German etc 
architecture The temple is a good example of early Roman 
architecture.Medieval/Renaissance/Victorian architecture He is an expert 

on Medieval architecture.Gothic/Baroque/Romanesque architecture People come 
to the cathedral to admire the Gothic architecture.PHRASESa style/school of 
architecture The city of Salzburg is famous for its Baroque style of architecture. 

 
 
 

archive /ˈɑːkaɪv $ ˈɑːr-/ noun  a place where a large number of historical records 

are stored, or the records that are stored GrammarOften plural. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ archivethe national archive The film has been stored in the National Archives in 

Washington, DC since 1978.a digital/electronic archive There is an electronic 
archive of all the previous editions of the newspaper.an online archive The online 
archive can be accessed by internet users all over the world.a film/video/music 

archive I spent an afternoon looking through the German National Film Archives.a 
literary archive The letters formed part of a literary archive of the writer’s work.a 
large/huge archive The museum has a huge archive of the artist’s paintings and 

drawings.VERBSbe held/stored/kept in an archive The documents are held in the 
national archives.search/look through an archive She spent 

hours searching the archives for information about her family history.create/set up an 
archive The National Film Archive was set up in 1952.find sth in an archive I found a 
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copy of the letter in the university archives.an archive contains sth also an archive 

houses sth formal The archive contains over 50,000 photographs.PREPOSITIONSin an 
archive The records are kept in the national archive in Vienna. 

 
 
 

area AC /ˈeəriə $ ˈeriə/ noun  1. a particular part of a country, town 

etcADJECTIVESa large/vast/huge area Large areas of rainforest have been 
destroyed.the local area He quickly made friends in the local area.the surrounding 
area The tourist office will have a map of the surrounding area.a rural area (=in the 

countryside) Schools in rural areas are often very small.an urban area (=in a town or 
city) Ninety percent of the English population live in urban areas.a remote/isolated 
area (=a long way from towns and cities) The animal has been discovered in a remote 

area of China.outlying areas (=far from the centre of a town, village etc) People 
commute in to work from outlying areas.a wooded/mountainous area The plane 
crashed into trees in a heavily wooded area.a coastal area The bird is found mainly 

in coastal areas.a low-lying area Low-lying areas are likely to be flooded.a 
residential area (=a part of a town where people live) They had a large house in a 

pleasant residential area.an industrial area People living in industrial areas are 
exposed to these types of chemicals.a built-up area BrE (=with a lot of buildings close 
together) New development will not be allowed outside the existing built-up area.a 

deprived area (=where many poor people live) He grew up in one of the toughest and 
most deprived areas of Glasgow.an inner-city area (=the central part of a city, where 
many poor people live) When will something be done to improve our inner-city 

areas?an affluent/wealthy/posh area (=where many rich people live) The 
restaurant was situated in an affluent area of the city.a middle-class/working-class 
etc area (=where a particular class of people live) She was born in a working-class 

area of London.a metropolitan area (=a very large city) major metropolitan 
areas such as Delhi, Bombay, and Calcuttaa conservation area especially BrE (=for 
preserving nature or old buildings) Our house is in a conservation area and you have to 

apply for permission before carrying out any building work.a geographical area (=one 
that is shown on a map) The survey took place in three geographical areas.a no-
smoking/no-parking etc area (=where people are not allowed to smoke, park 

etc) The airport terminal is a no-smoking area.VERBScover an area The forest covers a 
big area of the country.live in an area We live in a nice area of the city.move 
into/out of an area She had just moved into the area and knew very few 

people. | Many young people are moving out of rural areas.keep/stay away from an 
area The police ordered people to stay away from the area.PHRASESbe spread out 
over a wide area The town is spread out over a wide area.be scattered over a wide 

area Parts of the plane were scattered over a wide area.THESAURUS: 

arearegiona large area of a country or the world:The entire region was covered in  

snow. | The earthquake shook China’s northern region. | The soldiers are fighting in  

a mountainous region of eastern Afghanistan. | They travelled through the desert  

regions of Ethiopia. | Confucius was walking through a remote region of China (=far  

from other places).zonea special type of area, especially one where something  

happens, or where there are special rules:The country is now a war zone. | California is  



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [113] 

in an earthquake zone. | I didn’t realise that it was a no-parking zone. | We crossed 

two different time zones (=areas where there is a particular time compared to the rest  

of the world).districtone of the areas a city or town is officially divided into, or an area  

of a city where a particular group lives or an activity happens:They live in the Chelsea  

district of Manhattan. | The financial district of London is known as ‘the 

City’.neighbourhood BrE neighborhood AmE /ˈneɪbəhʊd $ -ər-/an area of a town 

where people live:Payne was born in a poor neighborhood of Newark. | I have a decent  

job, live in a nice neighborhood, and have a nice home. | This is a friendly  

neighbourhood and people often stop to talk to each other in the street. | There are 

lots of trees in our neighborhood.suburban area outside the centre of a city, where 

people live:We moved to a quiet suburb of Boston. | The school is in a leafy suburb of  

Paris (=one with a lot of trees).quarteran area of a town or city, especially one where 

people of a particular nationality live:the French quarter of New Orleanssluman area of  

a city that is in very bad condition, where many poor people live:He grew up in the 

slums of East London.ghettoan area of a city where poor people of a particular race or  

class live:a black baby born in the ghetto2. a particular subject or type of 

activityADJECTIVES/NOUNS + areaa subject area The course covers four main subject 
areas.an important/key area Customer service is a key area for improvement.the 

main area His main area of interest is how young children learn foreign languages.a 
problem area First they must identify the problem areas in the industry.a 
sensitive/difficult area Serious illness within a family is a sensitive area.a broad 

area A broad area of agreement has emerged.PHRASESan area of 
activity/work/business There are many laws relating to this area of activity.an area 
of research/study Genetics is a flourishing area of research.an area of 

life Communication is important in most areas of life.an area of interest The people 
taking part in the conference have different areas of interest.an area of 
responsibility The matter does not fall within my area of responsibility.an area of 

concern (=something someone is worried about) Crowd violence towards players is 
another area of concern.an area of disagreement/conflict (=something that people 
disagree about) He admitted that major areas of disagreement remained.an area of 

agreement Look for areas of agreement.3. a part of a house, office, garden etc that is 
used for a particular purposeADJECTIVES/NOUNS + areathe kitchen/dining area The 

kitchen area is rather small.the living area The main living area was on the second 
floor.a reception area (=the place where visitors arriving in a hotel or large 
organization go first) A door led from the reception area to the conference room.a 

storage area (=a place where you can keep things) There is a storage area under the 
stairs.a picnic area (=an area outdoors where people can eat sandwiches etc) We 
pulled off the highway into a picnic area for lunch.a play area (=a place for children to 

play) The hotel has a children’s play area. 
 
 

argue /ˈɑːɡjuː $ ˈɑːr-/ verb  1. to disagree with someone in words, often in an 

angry wayADVERBSbe always/constantly arguing (=argue a lot) She split up with 
her boyfriend because they were always arguing.PREPOSITIONSargue about/over 
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sth The children were arguing about which TV programme to watch.argue with 

sb Gallacher continued to argue with the referee throughout the 

game.THESAURUS: arguehave an argumentto argue with someone for a period  

of time about a particular thing:She had a long argument with the man who was selling  

the tickets.have a row /raʊ/ BrE have a fight especially AmEto have an argument  

with someone, especially with your boyfriend, girlfriend, or a member of your  

family:She was upset because she’d had a fight with her boyfriend. | The couple at the 

next table were having a big row.quarrel especially BrEto argue with someone,  

especially for a long time and about many different things:The children quarrel all the 

time. | She was always quarrelling with her husband.squabble /ˈskwɒbəl $ ˈskwɑː-/to  

argue about unimportant things:The kids were squabbling over what to watch on 

TV. | I wish you two would stop squabbling with each other!fall out with sb BrEto  

have a big argument with someone that results in you stopping having a friendly  

relationship with them:I’ve fallen out with my best friend.be at each other’s throatsif  

two people are at each other’s throats, they are always arguing in a very angry  

way:His parents are constantly at each other’s throats.2. to say that you think 

something is true or that people should do somethingADVERBSrightly/correctly 

argue She rightly argues that it is too soon to judge the success of the 
project.convincingly/persuasively argue (=in a way that makes people believe that 
what you are saying is right) He convincingly argued that it would have been impossible 

for his client to commit the crime.consistently argue (=always express the same 
opinion) We have consistently argued that harsh punishments only make the children’s 
behaviour worse.NOUNSargue your case/point/position (=explain the reasons why 

you think that something is true) You will have the chance to argue your case in front 
of the committee.argue the merits of sth (=talk about whether one thing is better 
than another thing) The men were arguing the merits of soccer over American football. 

 
 

 

argument /ˈɑːɡjəmənt, ˈɑːɡjʊmənt $ ˈɑːr-/ noun  1. a situation in which two or 

more people disagree, often angrilyADJECTIVESa big/huge/massive/terrible 
argument There was a big argument about whether we should move to a new house.a 

long argument After a long argument, the guard agreed to let us into the building.a 
heated argument (=involving very strong feelings) Someone was having a heated 
argument with a police officer.a bitter argument There are bitter arguments about 

whether he was a hero or a war criminal.a furious/fierce argument As soon as she 
had gone, a furious argument broke out.a violent argument The singer was hurt in a 
violent argument with her husband.VERBShave an argument I could hear my 

parents having an argument downstairs.get into an argument also become involved 
in an argument formal She didn’t want to get into another argument about money. | I 

left to avoid becoming involved in an argument.start an argument He was 
deliberately trying to start an argument.cause an argument Money often causes 
arguments.stop/end an argument He tried to stop an argument between his brother 

and a police officer.settle an argument (=stop an argument, especially by showing 
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who is right) We settled the argument by looking the answer up on the internet.avoid 

an argument I was anxious to avoid an argument.win/lose an argument The party 
hopes to win the argument about how to reform the health system. | The first one who 

resorts to violence is usually the one who’s lost the argument.an argument breaks 
out (=it starts) The men were drunk and an argument soon broke out.an argument 
erupts (=a big argument suddenly starts) A bitter argument erupted between the 

brothers over who should inherit the money.an argument ensues formal (=starts 
after something happens) The taxi driver refused to take her any further, and an 
argument ensued.an argument rages (=people argue with a lot of feeling) An 

argument is raging about which is the better system.an argument 
escalates (=becomes more serious) The argument escalated into 
violence.PREPOSITIONSan argument with sb She had an argument with her best 

friend.an argument between sb and sb My mother tried to stop the arguments 
between my brother and me.an argument about/over sth He left after an argument 

about playing loud music.THESAURUS: argumentrow BrE fight especially AmEa 

loud angry argument with someone, especially your boyfriend, girlfriend, or someone 

in your family. Row is also used about a serious disagreement between politicians  

about important public issues:There were always fights between my 

parents. | the continuing row over tax increases | A few months ago they had a big  

row, and Steve drove off and spent the weekend in London.disagreementa situation  

in which people disagree with each other, but without shouting or getting angry:There 

were the occasional disagreements about money, but mostly we got on well. | Ginny 

had left the company after a disagreement with her boss.quarrel especially BrEan 

argument, especially one in which people get angry and that lasts a long 

time. Quarrel sounds more formal and more serious than argument or row:There 

was a bitter family quarrel about who should get the money.feud /fjuːd/a very bitter  

argument between two groups, especially families, or two people, which lasts for many 

years and causes people to hate each other:The feud between the Hatfields and the 

McCoys raged for 20 years. | He has been waging a long-running feud with the party  

leader (=be involved in a feud with someone that lasts a long time).disputea public or  

legal argument about something, especially one which continues for a long time:Morris  

has been involved in a long legal dispute with his publisher. | The settlement  

will resolve a long-running dispute over the country’s nuclear program.war/battle of  

wordsan argument in which two people or groups criticize each other continuously in  

public:The war of words over construction delays at the airport has erupted  

again.bust-up BrE informala very bad argument, especially one in which people decide 

to separate from each other:He had a bust-up with the team manager.shouting 

matchan angry argument in which people shout at each other:He got into a shouting  

match with another driver.slanging match BrE informalan argument in which people  

insult each other:He was sacked after a slanging match with a colleague.AN ARGUMENT 

THAT IS NOT VERY SERIOUSsquabble /ˈskwɒbəl $ ˈskwɑː-/an argument about  
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something that is not important:There were the usual squabbles between brothers and 

sisters. | Voters are tired of petty squabbles between party leaders (=about very  

unimportant things).tiff informalan argument that is not very serious, between people  

who are in love:Gary had a bit of a tiff with his girlfriend. | It was just a lovers'  

tiff.misunderstandinga slight argument – a rather formal word which is often used 

humorously:There was a slight misunderstanding over the bill, but everything’s been 

sorted out now.skirmisha short argument, especially between politicians or sports  

opponents:Evans and O’Brien had several political skirmishes.2. a set of reasons that 

show that something is true or untrue, right or wrong etcADJECTIVESa 

good/strong/powerful argument There is a good argument for leaving things as 
they are.a convincing/persuasive/compelling argument (=one that makes you 
sure that something is right) He will have to come up with some very convincing 

arguments.a valid argument (=based on good reasons) I believe this argument is a 
valid one.a reasonable/plausible argument Their arguments seemed 
perfectly reasonable to me.a weak/flawed/spurious argument (=one that does not 

work) I was surprised he offered such a weak argument.an unconvincing 
argument (=one that does not make you believe that something is right) I found his 
arguments unconvincing.VERBSput forward/present/offer an argument I have 

considered the arguments put forward by both sides.make an argument A similar 
argument could be made in the case of elderly people.come up with an 
argument (=think of an argument) Aristotle came up with many arguments for slavery 

being justified.develop an argument He developed this argument further in later 
papers.support/strengthen/bolster an argument There is not the slightest 
scientific evidence to support such arguments.undermine/weaken an 

argument (=make it appear weaker) This evidence undermines the argument that 
companies need to offer high pay to attract good staff.refute/rebut/counter an 
argument (=show that it is wrong) It is hard 

to refute these arguments.reject/dismiss an argument (=say that you are not 
convinced by it) The court rejected these arguments.accept/agree with an 
argument Not everyone accepts these arguments.PREPOSITIONSan argument for/in 

favour of sth There is a strong argument for reforming the law.an argument against 
sth He put forward a powerful argument against the keeping of animals in zoos. 
 

 
 
 

 

arid /ˈærɪd/ adjective  THESAURUS > dry (1) 

 

 
 

arise verb  THESAURUS > happen 
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arm /ɑːm $ ɑːrm/ noun [C]  one of the two long parts of your body between your 

shoulders and your handsADJECTIVESsb’s left/right arm He had a tattoo on his left 
arm.a broken arm (=with a broken bone) He can’t play, as he has a broken arm.bare 
arms (=not covered by clothes) She wore a dress which left her arms bare.strong 

arms His arms were strong and muscular.VERBSwave your arms (=move them from 
side to side to attract attention) The man was waving his arms and shouting.raise 
your arm (=lift it up) Raise one arm above your head.break your arm (=break a 

bone in it) She broke her arm in a riding accident.fold/cross your arms (=bend both 
arms in front of your body) He folded his arms across his chest and 
waited.stretch/hold out your arms She held out her arms and the child ran towards 

her.put/wrap your arms around sb I put my arms around Bobby and gave him a 
hug.take sb by the arm (=lead someone somewhere holding their arm) “It’s this 
way,” he said, taking me by the arm.take/hold sb in your arms (=gently put your 

arms around someone) She held a little baby in her arms.grab sb’s arm (=take hold of 
it with a sudden movement) He grabbed my arm and told me to 
wait.PREPOSITIONSunder your arm Pat was carrying a box under his arm.in your 

arms (=held or carried using your arms) He had a pile of books in his 
arms.PHRASESarm in arm (=with your arm linked to someone else’s arm) There were 

several young couples, walking arm in arm.with outstretched arms He came 
forward with outstretched arms to welcome her. 
 

 
 

army /ˈɑːmi $ ˈɑːr-/ noun  the part of a country’s military force that is trained to 

fight on land in a warVERBS + armyjoin/go into/enter the army At 18, I decided 

to join the army.serve in the army (=be a soldier in an army) He had served in the 
Indian army.leave the army Why did you leave the army?lead/command an 
army The general led an army of 18,000 men.be drafted into/conscripted into the 

army (=be made to join the army) All the young men were drafted into the army.be 
discharged from the army (=be officially allowed to leave your job in the army) He 
was discharged from the army because he became mentally ill.be dismissed from the 

army (=lose your job in the army because you have done something wrong) Jones 
was dismissed from the army for disobeying orders.army + VERBSan army attacks The 

king’s army attacked the castle.an army fights When armies fight, it is mostly young 
men who get killed.an army advances (=moves forward in order to attack) The army 
advanced slowly towards the village.an army withdraws/retreats (=it moves 

back) The British army was forced to withdraw from France.an army invades 
sth (=enters a place in order to control it) The Soviet army invaded Afghanistan in 
1979.an army marches (=walks quickly with firm regular steps) The army 

marched through the town.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + armythe British/French/Polish etc 
army He was a soldier in the Spanish army.a powerful army China has one of the 
most powerful armies in the world.a small army The prince had a small army of a few 

hundred men.a private army The prince has his own private army.a standing 
army (=permanent and existing whether there is a war or not) The country has 
a standing army of over 100,000 men.the victorious army (=who have won) Two 

days later, the victorious German army entered Paris.the defeated army The defeated 
army were forced to leave the city.an occupying army (=one that is in a foreign 
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country which they control by force) The occupying army had entered the country in 

August.a foreign/enemy army Foreign armies have been trying to take control of the 
country for hundreds of years. | The enemy army was very well equipped.an 

occupying/invading army (=an army that enters a place in order to control 
it) The invading army attacked the town.an advancing army (=moving forward in 
order to attack) The advancing Roman army was getting very close to the town.a 

retreating army (=moving away after being defeated) Washington’s troops attacked 
the retreating British army.a rebel army (=an army fighting against the people in 
authority) The rebel army controls much of the northern part of the country.army + 

NOUNSan army officer Army officers must be good leaders.army 
soldiers/troops 1,800 Indian army soldiers died in Burma in World War II.an army 
base/camp There is an army base about 5 miles outside the town.an army 

barracks (=the place where soldiers live) Living in army barracks is not usually very 
comfortable.army boots/uniform She was wearing her army uniform.an army 
helicopter/truck etc Army helicopters can take supplies to places that are difficult to 

reach by road.an army unit/corps/division (=a group of soldiers who work 
together) The town was surrounded by army units.the army 
commander/leader The army commander ordered the troops to return to their 

base.an army recruit (=someone who has recently joined the army) The army 
recruits must undergo basic training.an army engineer The army engineers were 
responsible for building the bridge.army surplus (=clothes and other things of which 

an army has more than it needs) I bought the trousers in an army 
surplus store.PREPOSITIONSin the army Her father was in the army.PHRASESbe in 
command of an army Wellington was placed in command of the army.give sb 

command of an army General Winfield Scott was given command of the army in 

Florida.THESAURUS: armythe armed forces also the military especially  

AmE the services BrE the service AmEthe army, navy, and air force:He served in the  

armed forces for many years. | Riley joined the military after graduating from high  

school.PEOPLE IN AN ARMYsoldiersomeone who is in the army, especially someone 

who is not an officer:Three soldiers were killed in an hour-long gun 

battle.troopssoldiers, especially those who are taking part in a military attack:The 

government sent more troops to Iraq.serviceman/servicewomana man or woman 

who is in the army, air force, or navy:The hospital treats injured servicemen and 

women.officera high-ranking member of the army, air force, or navy who is in charge 

of a group of soldiers, sailors etc:Her father was an army officer who served in  

Afghanistan. | A senior military officer admitted that mistakes were sometimes  

made.JOIN THE ARMYjoin up BrE enlist AmEto join the army:He joined up when he 

was 18.be called up BrE be drafted AmEto be ordered to serve in the army by the 

government:He was drafted into the US army in 1943. | Reserve soldiers were being  

called up.conscription also the draft AmEa government policy of ordering people to  

serve in the army:Conscription was introduced in 1916. | He had left the country  

to avoid the draft.  
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aroma noun  THESAURUS > smell1 

 
 
 

arrange /əˈreɪndʒ/ verb  1. to organize or make plans for something to 

happenNOUNSarrange a time/date Can we arrange a time for me to call 
you?arrange a meeting/appointment/interview I’ve arranged a meeting with my 

solicitor next week.arrange a loan If you’re starting a business, you will probably need 
to arrange a loan with your bank.arrange payment/delivery Once the sale price is 
agreed, all we have to do is arrange payment.ADVERBShastily arrange to do 

sth (=quickly) They hastily arranged a press conference to explain the 
situation.PREPOSITIONSarrange for sth to happen/for sb to do sth She arranged 
for him to get some work experience in her office.PHRASESas arranged (=in the way 

that was arranged) Matthew arrived at 2 o’clock as arranged.THESAURUS: 

arrangeorganize also organise BrEmeeting | conference | concert | campaign 

| strike | protestto make the arrangements for something to happen, especially a  

meeting, a concert, or other big public event:The South African President spoke at  

a meeting organized by world soccer officials. | She is organizing a conference on 

natural childbirth. | The concert is organized annually by the Pasadena Junior  

Philharmonic Committee. | The Foundation is organizing a campaign to raise funds for  

people who have the disease. | The CCOO and the UGT joined with two smaller unions  

to organize a general strike. | They had organized a protest against the 

war.reserve/bookseat | table | room | flightto arrange to stay in a place, go to a  

theatre, travel on a plane etc:They had reserved seats on the 2.30 pm train. | He 

reserved a table at the restaurant. | He reserved two rooms in the name James Gage 

and arranged to meet Paula in the dining-room. | I’ve booked the flight to Zurich.set a  

time/date also fix a time/date BrEto arrange for something to happen at a  

particular time or on a particular day:Have you set a date for the wedding  

yet? | We fixed a time for me to visit.fix/fix up especially BrE spokento arrange 

something, especially for someone else:I’ve fixed an appointment for you at the 

doctor’s. | John had fixed up for me to give a talk.take care of/make the 

arrangementsto arrange all the details of an event:Uncle James is making all the 

funeral arrangements.2. to put things in a particular order or positionADVERBSarrange 

sth carefully She picked some flowers and arranged them carefully in a vase.arrange 
sth alphabetically He arranges all his CDs alphabetically according to their titles.be 

neatly arranged Several pairs of shoes were neatly arranged at the bottom of the 
wardrobe.be beautifully/tastefully arranged Plates of sandwiches and cakes were 
beautifully arranged on the tables.PHRASESarrange sth/sb in order of sth He 

arranged the children in order of size for the photograph.THESAURUS: 

arrangeorganizeto arrange things in order according to a system, so that they are 
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more effective or easier to use:The book is organized into three sections. | How is the 

equipment organized?orderto arrange a group of things so that one comes after the 

other in a particular order:The books are ordered according to title.classifyto arrange 

things in groups, and give each group a title:The towns were classified according  

to population size.set outto arrange a group of things on the floor, on a table, on a  

shelf etc, ready to be used:If we set out the chairs now, they’ll be ready for tonight’s  

meeting.be laid outto be arranged according to a particular plan – used especially  

about cities, buildings, and pages:Kyoto is laid out according to a grid system.  

 

 
 

 

arrangement /əˈreɪndʒmənt/ noun  plans and preparations so that something 

can happen, or a way of doing something that has been agreed GrammarUsually  

plural in this meaning. VERBSmake the arrangements She is 

busy making the arrangements for her trip.change/alter the arrangements Two 

people couldn’t come on Friday, so we had to change the arrangements.cancel the 
arrangements The arrangements had to be cancelled after the speaker developed 
flu.discuss the arrangements We need to discuss the wedding arrangements.finalize 

the arrangements (=decide what you are going to do) I’m meeting him tomorrow 
to finalize the arrangements.confirm the arrangements (=decide what they will 

be) We can confirm the arrangements for the trip later.upset the 
arrangements (=spoil them) I don’t want to upset your arrangements.sb has an 
arrangement (=they have agreed that someone should do something, in return for 

something else) We have an arrangement: Jenny lives here rent-free in return for 
looking after the children.ADJECTIVESa good/sensible/satisfactory 
arrangement Leaving the children with a babysitter seemed like a sensible 

arrangement.a temporary/permanent arrangement Fran is living with us at the 
moment, but this is a temporary arrangement.a flexible arrangement I think it is 
better to keep the arrangement flexible, in case something happens.alternative 

arrangements If the flight is delayed, you’ll have to make alternative 
arrangements.special arrangements Please inform us if any guests have disabilities 
or need any special arrangements.the necessary arrangements You should have 

plenty of time to make the necessary arrangements.the present/existing 
arrangements The existing arrangements are inadequate and need to be 
changed.financial arrangements As treasurer, you’re responsible for all the financial 

arrangements.sb’s domestic arrangements (=who someone lives with, what their 
home is like etc) Your domestic arrangements are nothing to do with me.NOUNS 

+ arrangementtravel arrangements I’ll make my own travel 

arrangements.seating/sleeping arrangements (=where people will sit/sleep) What 
are the seating arrangements for dinner?wedding/funeral/holiday arrangements A 
death certificate was issued so that funeral arrangements could be made. | Mum got ill, 

so we had to cancel our holiday arrangements.security arrangements He was in 
charge of security arrangements for the president’s visit.PREPOSITIONSarrangements 
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for sth They met to discuss arrangements for the trip.according to/under an 

arrangement Under the arrangement, each shareholder will receive an extra 
payment.PHRASEScome to an arrangement (=agree a way of dealing with a 

problem) I’m sure we can come to an arrangement if you can’t pay all the money back 
immediately. 
 

 
 

arrest /əˈrest/ noun  if someone is under arrest, the police take them to a police 

station, because they may have done something illegalVERBSmake an arrest The 
police made several arrests.resist arrest He was charged with resisting arrest and 
assaulting a police officer.avoid arrest The Mafia boss managed to avoid arrest for 

many years.lead to sb’s arrest The new information led to his arrest.arrest + 

NOUNSan arrest warrant/a warrant for sb’s arrest (=an official order that allows 
the police to arrest someone) The authorities issued arrest warrants for two men in 

their early 20s.ADJECTIVESwrongful/unlawful/false arrest (=arrest without good 
reason) He sued the police for wrongful arrest. | They had ordered the unlawful 
arrest of many of the demonstrators.PREPOSITIONSbe under arrest A man is under 

arrest, following the suspicious death of his wife.arrest for murder/robbery etc He is 
under arrest for murder.an arrest on charges of sth/on suspicion of sth Pound was 
put in prison after his arrest on treason charges. | You are under arrest on suspicion 

of burglary.PHRASESput/place/keep sb under arrest The two agents showed him 
their badges and placed him under arrest.be under house arrest (= not allowed to 
leave your home, or you will be arrested and put in jail) The leader of the opposition 

has been under house arrest since 1989.the power of arrest The police have 
the power of arrest in certain circumstances for offensive behaviour.make a citizen’s 

arrest (=someone who is not a police officer makes an arrest) He ran after the thieves, 
caught one, and made a citizen’s arrest. 
 
 

arrival /əˈraɪvəl/ noun  when someone or something arrives 

somewhereADJECTIVESlate arrival We would like to apologize for the late arrival of 

Flight 502 from Los Angeles.safe arrival They gave thanks for their safe arrival, after a 
long and difficult journey.timely arrival (=someone’s arrival at a useful time) Only 
the timely arrival of the police prevented the situation from becoming 

worse.imminent/impending arrival (=used when someone is about to arrive very 
soon) The club is looking forward to the imminent arrival of their new 
player.VERBSannounce an arrival The airline announced the arrival of Flight 702 from 

Bangkok.herald/mark/signal an arrival (=show that someone or something will 
arrive soon) The storm clouds signalled the arrival of the summer rains.make an 
arrival A group of workers made a loud arrival in the pub.await sb/sth’s arrival The 

travellers were awaiting the arrival of the ferry.arrival + NOUNSthe arrival 
time/date Due to work on the tracks, departure and arrival times of some trains may 
be delayed.PREPOSITIONSon/upon arrival (=when someone arrives somewhere) You 

will be met on arrival.arrival in a city/country Shortly after our arrival in London, I 
received an offer of a job.arrival at an airport/school/office He was arrested soon 
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after his arrival at Chicago’s O’Hare Airport.the arrival of sb/sth Older children may 

misbehave after the arrival of a new baby.PHRASESthe time/day of arrival I gave him 
the date and time of arrival of my plane.dead on arrival The woman was dead on 
arrival at Brighton General Hospital.ANTONYMS → departure 

 
 

arrive /əˈraɪv/ verb  to get to the place where you are goingADVERBSarrive 

late Jo arrived late, as usual, and missed the first class. | It’s best not 

to arrive too early.arrive on time He never arrives on time for meetings.arrive 
early We arrived early for our plane.arrive shortly (=soon) My parents are due 
to arrive shortly.arrive safely She phoned to say she had arrived 

safely.finally/eventually arrive We finally arrived in Perth after 10 days’ 
driving.arrive unannounced (=without anyone expecting or knowing you were 
coming) He arrived unannounced yesterday and stayed the night.PREPOSITIONSarrive 

at a station/airport/hotel/house We arrived at the station just in time.arrive in a 
city/country He arrived in New York with very little money.arrive on an island The 
first Europeans arrived on the island in the 17th century.Don’t say I arrived to my 

home. Say I arrived home or I arrived at my house.PHRASESbe due to arrive The next 
train is due to arrive at 11.04.be the first/last (one) to arrive Billy is always the first 
to arrive at the office.arrive safe and sound (=safely) It was a great relief when 

he arrived back safe and sound.arrive on the scene (=at the place where an accident, 
crime etc has just happened) Two more police cars arrived on the scene.as soon as sb 

arrives Call me as soon as you arrive.THESAURUS: arrivegetto arrive 

somewhere. Get is more informal than arrive:What time do you usually get  

to work? | I’ll call you as soon as I get there. | We didn’t get home till 5 o’clock the 

next day.comeif someone comes, they arrive at the place where you are:What time 

did the plumber say he would come? | She came home yesterday.reachto arrive 

somewhere, especially after a long journey:They finally reached Hong Kong at  

midnight. | We were looking forward to reaching our destination.show up informalto  

arrive when someone is expecting you to go somewhere:I waited for him till 10 o’clock,  

but he never showed up. | The rest of the team showed up half an hour later.get 

inplane | train | busto arrive somewhere:What time does your plane get  

in? | The train gets in at 6.15. | I usually get in from work at around 6 

o’clock.landplaneto arrive on the ground:The plane landed about an hour ago. | We 

finally landed at 2 a.m.pull intrain | bus | coachto arrive at a station, or the place 

where you are waiting, and stop there:Hundreds of people watched the train pull  

in. | As we left, another coach pulled in behind us.dockshipif a ship docks, it arrives at  

a port and stops there, so that it can unload the passengers or goods:The ship  

docked at Southampton with 400 passengers on board.ANTONYMS → leave1 
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art /ɑːt $ ɑːrt/ noun  the use of painting, drawing, sculpture etc to represent 

things or express ideasADJECTIVESmodern/contemporary art (=from the late 19th 
century until now) I think a lot of modern art is rubbish.contemporary art (=that is 
being created now, usually very recently) There is an exhibition of contemporary 

Japanese art at the gallery.Western art (=art in Europe and North America) He 
studied both Chinese and Western art.early ... art The painting is a masterpiece of 
early Christian art.fine art (=art, especially painting, which is made to be beautiful or 

affect your emotions, rather than to be useful) He studied fine art at college.abstract 
art (=that consists of lines and shapes and is not of people, objects etc) Kandinsky was 
famous for his abstract art.figurative art (=of people, objects, places etc) Many 

people prefer figurative art because it is easier to understand than abstract 
art.conceptual art (=in which the artist does something to represent an idea, rather 
than actually doing a painting, drawing etc) Du Champ created a famous piece of 

conceptual art by signing a toilet and putting it in an exhibition.primitive art (=art by 
people who live in societies where there is a very simple way of life and no modern 
technology or industry) The interest in primitive art came about largely through the 

work of Gauguin.the visual arts (=painting, sculpture, and other art forms that you 
look at, not literature or music) The Scientific Revolution had a big effect on the visual 

arts.art + NOUNSart school/college/student I studied ceramics at art college.art 
history/historian She teaches art history and women’s studies at Sheffield 
University.an art gallery/museum We spent the day looking around art galleries.an 

art exhibition There is a big art exhibition in the city hall.an art collection The 
museum has an interesting art collection including works by Henry Moore and Max 
Ernst.an art festival The city has a famous art festival every summer.PHRASESa work 

of art Picasso’s painting is one of the great works of art of the 20th century. 

 

article /ˈɑːtɪkəl $ ˈɑːr-/ noun  a piece of writing about a particular subject in a 

newspaper or magazineADJECTIVES/NOUNS + articlea newspaper/magazine article I 
saw a newspaper article about the college. | The couple talked frankly about their joy at 

having a new baby in a magazine article published yesterday.a good/excellent 
article I read a good article about him in ‘The Observer’.an interesting article There 
was an interesting article on building your own home.a thought-provoking 

article (=one that is interesting because it makes you think) I don’t agree with 
everything she says, but it certainly is a thought-provoking article.a long/short 
article She wrote a short article for the school newspaper.a recent article In a recent 

article in the Times, she accuses the government of hypocrisy.a front-page 
article They published a front-page article about the scandal.the leading/lead 

article (=the main article) The paper’s leading article described the government as 
weak.a feature article (=a special article, usually over several pages) There’s 
a feature article on women business leaders.an in-depth article (=which contains a 

lot of information about someone or something) There was an in-depth article about the 
origins of the war.VERBSread/see an article Did you see the article about him in ‘The 
Independent’?write an article also do an article informal ‘The Times’ asked him to do 

an article on the election.publish/carry/run an article (=print it in a newspaper or 
magazine) The magazine carried an article on the dangers of being overweight.an 
article appears somewhere The article appeared in a local paper.PREPOSITIONSan 

article on/about sth an article on environmental issuesan article by sb I enjoyed 
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that article by the mayor of New York.in an article In a recent article, she described 

herself as ‘madly in love’.THESAURUS: articlestoryan article in a newspaper  

about something that has happened, or something that someone has done:There was  

a front-page story about her affair with him. | I read a newspaper story about the 

crash. | The local paper ran a story (=published a story) about the two boys.piecea 

short article in a newspaper or magazine:I’ve written a couple of pieces for the New 

York Times magazine. | The piece was first published in the Observer.featurea special  

article about a particular subject, often with photographs and continuing for several  

pages:They had a special feature on China. | The paper did a big feature on growing  

your own food.reviewan article in a newspaper or magazine about a book, play,  

product, hotel etc, giving someone’s opinion of it:Did you see the review of the 

movie? | The play had rave reviews (=people liked it a lot – an informal  

use).columnan article by a particular writer that appears regularly in a newspaper or  

magazine:He has a weekly column in ‘The Times’. | She writes a newspaper column 

on gardening.editoriala piece of writing in a newspaper that gives the personal  

opinion of the editor about something that is in the news:The 

newspaper published an editorial criticizing the government's economic policy. | The 

war was a mistake, the paper said in an editorial.cutting BrE clipping AmEan article  

that has been cut from a newspaper or magazine:His mother has kept all his old press  

cuttings from when he started his career as an actor.  
 
 

articulate /ɑːˈtɪkjələt $ ɑːr-/ adjective  THESAURUS > eloquent 
 
 

artificial /ˌɑːtəˈfɪʃəl◂, ˌɑːtɪˈfɪʃəl◂ $ ˌɑːr-/ adjective  not real or not 

naturalNOUNSartificial light/lighting They use artificial lighting when there isn’t 
enough daylight.artificial flowers There was a vase of artificial flowers on the table.an 

artificial leg/limb/heart etc He has an artificial leg because he lost a leg in a road 
accident.artificial sweeteners/colours/preservatives/additives Diet drinks 
contain artificial sweeteners. | I try to buy food that is free from artificial colours. | Ice 

cream often has artificial flavours in it. | This jam has no artificial preservatives.an 
artificial environment/situation An interview is a very artificial situation and people 
don’t react in a natural way.artificial fibres Artificial fibres such as nylon are cheap to 

produce.artificial grass/turf The baseball game was played on artificial turf.an 
artificial lake/harbour York University is built around a large artificial lake.artificial 
snow Some ski resorts use huge amounts of artificial snow.VERBSlook artificial The 

apples were so shiny that they looked artificial.THESAURUS: artificialman-

madefibre | material | chemical | lake | reservoir | island | snowman-made 

materials are made by people. You can also use man-made about geographical  
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features such as lakes:Polyester is a man-made fibre. | The town has its own man-

made lake, which is popular with  

swimmers.syntheticfibre | material | fabric | chemical | drug | fuel | rubbersynt

hetic materials and substances are made using chemical processes or substances, not  

natural ones:The sweater is made from synthetic fibres which are designed to be light  

but very warm. | Amphetamine is a synthetic drug that stimulates the nervous  

system.imitationleather | silk | gold | diamond | pearl | gun | firearm | weaponi

mitation materials and objects are made to look like the real thing:Her shoes were 

made of imitation leather. | Only an expert can tell if the pearls are imitation. | He was  

carrying an imitation gun. Imitation can also be used as a noun: The watch was an  

imitation. fakefur | jewellery | pearl | tan | bloodmade to look or seem like 

something else, especially in order to deceive people:The collar is made of fake 

fur. | The actors’ faces were covered in fake 

blood.falseteeth | eyelashes | moustache | leg | noseartificial – used about parts  

of the body that are made to look like the real thing:My dad has false teeth. | The man 

was wearing a false moustache. | The clown had a false  

nose.simulatedconditions | effect | flight | tournot real, but made to look, sound,  

or feel real, by using special computers or machines:Soldiers’ reactions are tested  

under simulated combat conditions. | The researchers have already found that  

the simulated effect of global warming produces two and a half times more new plant  

growth. | Training for astronauts involves a simulated space flight. | Visitors can get a  

glimpse of the gallery's treasures on a simulated  

tour.virtualworld | reality | tourmade or experienced using computers, rather than  

in the real world:The online club is a virtual world for children where they can chat with  

each other. | Virtual reality games are becoming more and more popular. | Our  

website offers customers a virtual tour of the hotel.ANTONYMS → real (1) 
 
 

artist /ˈɑːtəst, ˈɑːtɪst $ ˈɑːr-/ noun [C]  someone who produces art, especially 

paintings or drawingsADJECTIVESa famous/well-known artist The exhibition includes 
pictures by Andy Warhol and other famous artists.a great artist Picasso was 

the greatest artist of the 20th century.a major/important/leading artist Diego 
Rivera was one of Mexico’s leading artists of the time. | By this time she was 
recognized as a major artist.a distinguished artist (=respected by a lot of 

people) She was painted by several distinguished artists, including Gabriel Rossetti.a 
talented/gifted artist Her son is a talented young artist who hopes to study at the 
Royal College of Art.a living artist He is regarded as one of Germany’s most important 

living artists.a modern/contemporary artist Modern artists use a range of different 
art forms, including film and video.a male/female artist Tracey Emin is one of my 
favourite female artists – I love all her work.an amateur/professional artist The 
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paintings are mostly by amateur artists.a fine artist (=one who creates works of art, 

not someone who does pictures for magazines, books etc) It is difficult for fine artists to 
make enough money to live on.a real/serious/true artist His paintings are very 

popular, but until now many art critics didn’t consider him to be a real artist.a 
struggling artist (=one who is trying to be successful) When I first met him, he was 
a struggling artist, and his pictures weren’t very expensive.an up-and-coming 

artist (=one who is likely to become successful) The show features work by up-and-
coming artists from China.a local artist The show will feature works by local 

artists.THESAURUS: artistpaintersomeone who paints pictures:The picture is by  

the Dutch painter, Johannes Vermeer. | Sisley was mainly a landscape painter. | There 

was an exhibition of works by famous portrait painters.photographersomeone who 

takes photographs, as an art or as a job:Cartier-Bresson was one of the greatest  

photographers of all time. | Who was the photographer who took these 

pictures? | Ansel Adams is one of my favourite landscape photographers. | Richard  

Avedon is best known as a portrait photographer. | She worked as a fashion  

photographer for Vogue magazine.pottersomeone who makes pots or other objects  

from clay:In Spain, local potters produce ceramics with beautiful, brightly coloured 

designs. The word potter sounds rather ordinary. When people want to sound more  

artistic, they sometimes say ceramicist. sculptorsomeone who makes  

sculptures (=a work of art that is made from stone, metal, or wood):The museum has  

several pieces by the great English sculptor, Sir Henry Moore.performance 

artistsomeone who uses acting, dance, and other actions to create art that expresses  

an idea:We went to see a one-man show by the French performance artist, Orlan.  
 
 

artistic /ɑːˈtɪstɪk $ ɑːr-/ adjective  relating to art, or relating to people’s ability to 

paint, draw etcNOUNSartistic talent/ability/flair She showed considerable artistic 
talent at an early age.artistic expression (=the expression of ideas or feelings in 

art) The school tries to encourage artistic expression among its students.artistic 
freedom In Russia at that time, there was very little artistic freedom.artistic 
integrity (=the principles and standards which an artist tries to follow in order to 

produce art that they consider to be good) He sacrificed his artistic integrity to paint 
pictures the government wanted.an artistic work Her artistic works include both 
paintings and drawings.artistic merit (=the quality of being a good work of art) His 

paintings have no artistic merit whatsoever.artistic temperament (=a type of 
character that artists are supposed to have, that allows them to feel emotions 

deeply) She seems very sensitive to criticism. Perhaps it is part of her artistic 
temperament.artistic licence BrE artistic license AmE (=the right to change details 
to make something into better art) The 30-year-old painter takes artistic licence in his 

portrait of himself as an old man.THESAURUS: artisticcreativehaving a lot of  

imagination and good at making things or thinking of new ideas in art or literature:My 
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sister is very creative and she makes all her own clothes. | He was a brilliant young 

designer with a lot of creative talent. | New York was full of creative energy.  

 
 

ascend /əˈsend/ verb  THESAURUS > climb 

 

 

ashamed /əˈʃeɪmd/ adjective  feeling very guilty and sorry because of 

something you have done, or something that someone in your family, group etc has 

done GrammarAshamed is not used before a noun. ADVERBSdeeply ashamed She 

was deeply ashamed of the way she had behaved.bitterly ashamed (=very ashamed, 
in a way that makes you very unhappy) He was bitterly ashamed when his parents 

found out what he had done.thoroughly ashamed (=very ashamed – used especially 
when you think someone deserves to feel ashamed) He should be thoroughly 
ashamed of what he’s done to that poor girl.slightly ashamed/a little ashamed I 

felt slightly ashamed that I had laughed when she fell over.VERBSfeel ashamed I felt 
ashamed that I had not helped them.look ashamed Kerry looked ashamed and started 
to apologize.make sb ashamed When I hear about the behaviour of some English 

fans, it makes me ashamed to be English.PREPOSITIONSashamed of sb/sth Rick 
felt ashamed of the things he had said. | Her parents said they were ashamed of her for 

what she had done.ashamed at sth I am ashamed at what I did today.PHRASESit’s 
nothing to be ashamed of (=you do not need to feel ashamed) Everyone cries 
sometimes – it’s nothing to be ashamed of.sb should be ashamed of 

himself/herself (=used to say that you think someone has done something bad) He 
should be ashamed of himself, leaving her with two young children.be ashamed to 
admit sth She was ashamed to admit that she had never read any of his books.I’m 

ashamed to say I lied about that too, I’m ashamed to 

say. Ashamed or embarrassed?You use ashamed when you feel guilty and sorry  

because you have done something bad or wrong: Ella was ashamed of her behaviour  

at the party.Embarrassed is used when you feel uncomfortable, and worry that  

people will think you are silly: Boys often feel embarrassed when talking about their  

feelings.  

 

ask /ɑːsk $ æsk/ verb  to speak or write to someone in order to get an answer or 

in order to get something that you wantNOUNSask a question You can ask 
questions at the end of the talk.ask (for) permission Don Amato asked permission to 
marry Candida.ask for advice/help/assistance They were too proud to ask for 

help.ask for sb’s opinion It is always best to ask people for their 
opinion first.ADVERBSoften/frequently ask Parents often ask me: “How can we teach 
our children to write?”always/constantly ask People always ask how to spell my 

name.ask politely “Did you sleep well?” she asked politely.ask quietly/softly “Are 
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you awake?” he asked softly.ask hopefully “Will you be able to fix it?” he asked 

hopefully.ask anxiously/nervously/suspiciously She asked anxiously whether 
anything was wrong.PREPOSITIONSask (sb) about sth Visitors often ask about the 

history of the town.ask (sb) for sth He asked his boss for permission to go home 
early.Don’t say She asked to him to be quiet. Say She asked him to be quiet.PHRASESif 
you don’t mind me asking/my asking spoken (=used when politely asking a 

question) Are you married, if you don’t mind me asking?THESAURUS: askASK A  

QUESTIONinquire/enquire /ɪnˈkwaɪə $ -ˈkwaɪr/ formalto ask someone for information  

about something:I’m writing to inquire about the job that was advertised in yesterday’s  

‘Times’.demand especially writtento ask a question in a firm or angry way:“Why didn’t  

you call me?” she demanded.interviewto ask someone questions, to find out if they 

are suitable for a job, or as part of a television or radio interview:When 

they interviewed me for the job, they didn’t mention the salary. | David Letterman has  

interviewed all the top Hollywood stars.pollto officially ask a lot of people in order to  

find out their opinion on something:Over 1,000 people were polled for the 

survey. | 64% of the people we polled said that they approved of the way the 

government had handled the crisis.TO ASK SOMEONE ABOUT A  

CRIMEquestion/interviewto ask someone a lot of questions in order to get  

information about a crime:He was arrested and questioned by the police. | Detectives  

are interviewing the father of the missing girl.interrogateto ask someone a lot of  

detailed questions, often in an aggressive way:The men were interrogated by the US 

authorities for over six hours.cross-examineto ask someone questions in court about  

the statements they made:A second lawyer began to cross-examine the witness.be 

helping the police with their inquiries formalused in news reports when saying that  

the police are asking someone questions about a crime – especially when they think  

this person is guilty, but have not yet charged them:He is helping the police with their  

inquiries in connection with the murder of Diane Jones.TO ASK FOR SOMETHINGask 

forto tell someone you want them to give you something:I’m going to ask for a pay 

rise.orderto ask for food or drink in a restaurant:We ordered some more coffee. | We 

ordered an hour ago, and the food still hasn’t come.demandto ask for something in a  

firm way, insisting that someone gives you what you ask for:They’re demanding  

immediate payment. | He demanded to speak to the 

manager.request formalpermission | information | meetingto ask for  

something:The pilot requested permission to land. | I enclose 

the information you requested (=I am including it with this letter or email). | I  

requested a meeting with Mr Rock over two weeks ago.beg/pleadto ask for something  

in an urgent way, because you want it very much and will be very unhappy if you do 

not get it:He begged me to help him. | I’m not going to plead 

for forgiveness.nag/pesterto keep asking someone for something, in an annoying  
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way:My parents keep nagging me to clean my room. | People  

were pestering him for his autograph.  
 

asleep /əˈsliːp/ adjective  sleepingADVERBSfast asleep/sound 

asleep (=sleeping and not easily woken) The children were fast asleep in their 

beds.half asleep (=almost asleep) He was lying on the sofa, half asleep.dead 
asleep AmE (=completely asleep) She was dead asleep within five minutes.VERBSfall 
asleep (=start sleeping) He rolled over and fell asleep quickly.ANTONYMS → awake 
 

aspect AC /ˈæspekt/ noun  one part of a situation, idea, plan etc that has many 

partsADJECTIVESan important/significant aspect A person’s nationality is an 
important aspect of their identity.a key/fundamental aspect (=very 

important) Helping people with their problems is one of the key aspects of the 
job. | Individual freedom is one of the fundamental aspects of his philosophy.a 
positive/negative aspect Tourism has its negative aspects, for example the damage 

caused to the environment.a worrying/disturbing/alarming aspect The worrying 
aspect is that the situation is getting worse every year.an interesting/intriguing 
aspect One of the most interesting aspects of this painting is the artist’s use of 

colour.a striking aspect (=unusual or interesting) The most striking aspect about 
living in Tokyo is the lack of crime.the technical/practical/legal/financial etc 

aspects The course focuses on the practical aspects of farm work.various/different 
aspects We studied various aspects of language development.certain aspects Certain 
aspects of his plays attracted criticism.VERBSdeal with an aspect The book only deals 

with one aspect of American history.look at/consider/examine/explore an 
aspect Managers were asked to look at every aspect of their work.discuss an 
aspect Police are reluctant to discuss any aspect of the investigation.cover an 

aspect (=include it as one of the things that are dealt with) The training course covers 
all aspects of business.concentrate/focus on an aspect People tend to concentrate 
on the political aspect of his films.highlight an aspect (=make it easy to notice) The 

book highlights the negative aspects of the oil industry.NOUNS + aspectthe 
safety/security aspect The safety aspect of nuclear energy is often ignored.the 
health/business/money etc aspect We need someone who understands 

the business aspect of sport.PREPOSITIONSan aspect of sth Alcoholism affects 
all aspects of family life. 
 

assault /əˈsɔːlt $ əˈsɒːlt/ noun  1. the crime of physically attacking 

someoneADJECTIVESa violent assault The number of violent assaults in the city has 

reached an all-time high.a serious assault Last year, serious assaults increased by 
40%.a vicious/brutal assault The vicious assault happened outside the man’s 

home.a sexual/indecent assault Women who have suffered sexual assault are 
offered support and counselling.a physical assault Physical assaults on nurses by 
drunk patients are becoming increasingly common.an attempted assault (=one in 

which someone tries to attack another person) He was charged with attempted 
assault.an alleged assault (=one that people say has happened but it has not yet 
been proved in court – used mainly in newspapers) The alleged assault happened 
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outside a nightclub.VERBScarry out/commit an assault The man 

admitted committing the assault.be charged with assault He was in court charged 
with assault.report an assault (=tell the police you have suffered an assault) Nearly 

16,000 sexual assaults were reported in Britain last year.suffer an assault Many 
women claim they have suffered assaults on the subway.an assault happens/takes 
place also an assault occurs formal The assault happened outside a 

nightclub.assault + NOUNSan assault charge also a charge of assault He’s in court 
on an assault charge.an assault allegation also an allegation of assault He was 
questioned about assault allegations.an assault case She had to attend court as a 

witness in an assault case.an assault victim also a victim of an assault Assault 
victims are treated in hospital before being interviewed by police.PREPOSITIONSan 
assault on/against sb She was questioned about an alleged assault on her 

boyfriend.2. a military attack on a placeVERBSlaunch/mount an 
assault Rebels launched an assault on the city.lead an assault General 
Zhukov led the final assault.come under assault An American military base came 

under assault last night.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + assaulta military assault A military 
assault could result in thousands of people being killed.a direct assault Rebels 
launched a direct assault on the capital city.an aerial/air assault (=using planes) The 

battle started with an aerial assault by US aircraft.a ground assault The ground 
assault on the city continued for several days.a final assault The final assault has 
begun.a full-scale/all-out assault (=using a lot of soldiers, weapons etc, or all of 

them) Troops launched a full-scale assault on the capital.a frontal assault (=a direct 
attack on an army from the front) The enemy was unprepared for a frontal 
assault.assault + NOUNSan assault weapon/rifle (=of the type used by soldiers in 

military attacks) He was carrying a military assault rifle.PREPOSITIONSan assault on 
sth Many people were killed in the assault on the town. 
 

assemble /əˈsembəl/ verb  THESAURUS > build1 
 
assess verb  to make a judgment about a person or situation after thinking 

carefully about itNOUNSassess a situation We’ll have to assess the situation carefully, 
and then decide what to do next.assess a student Students are assessed every six 

weeks.assess sb’s performance/progress The test is intended 
to assess your performance.assess sb’s needs Social workers visit the patients 

to assess their needs.assess the damage Someone from the insurance company came 
to assess the damage to the car.assess the effect/impact It is too early 
to assess the impact of the changes.assess the extent of sth It is difficult 

to assess the extent of the problem.assess the risk The bank has to assess the risk of 
the borrower being unable to pay back the money.assess the quality His job is 
to assess the quality of the products before they leave the factory.ADVERBSassess sth 

carefully Investors should assess the risk carefully before they invest their 
money.assess sth fully/thoroughly The authorities have not yet had time to fully 
assess the situation.assess sth accurately It is important to assess the patient’s 

symptoms accurately.assess sth internally (=the grade is decided by a teacher at the 
same school or university) The course is assessed internally.assess sth 
externally (=the grade is decided by someone from outside a school or university) The 

written part of the test will be assessed externally. 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [131] 

 

assessment AC /əˈsesmənt/ noun  a process in which you make a judgment 

about a person or situation, or the judgment you makeADJECTIVESa 
general/overall/broad assessment (=that covers the main features or parts of 
something, not the details) The doctor must make a general assessment of the 

patient’s health.a detailed assessment We need a detailed assessment of what this 
will cost.an accurate assessment It is too early to make an accurate assessment of 
the situation.continuous assessment (=done often over a period of time – used 

especially in relation to students’ work) The final grade is based on both exams 
and continuous assessment of work done in class.sb’s personal 
assessment What’s your personal assessment of the risks?a fair assessment I think 

the event was a success. Do you think that’s a fair assessment?an objective 
assessment (=based on facts, not on feelings or beliefs) The test results will 
provide an objective assessment of how much you have improved.a realistic/honest 

assessment You should not start a business without a realistic assessment of the risks 
involved.an initial assessment (=that is done before anything else) An initial 
assessment of the building’s condition was carried out by a surveyor.a comprehensive 

assessment (=that includes all the necessary facts or details) Our clients receive a 
comprehensive assessment of their financial affairs.VERBSmake/carry out an 
assessment also conduct an assessment formal The engineers 

will make an assessment of the damage, and decide what needs to be done.do an 
assessment more informal (=make an assessment) The teacher does a 

yearly assessment of each child’s progress.give/provide an assessment He gave 
an honest assessment of the risks.NOUNS + assessmenta risk assessment Teachers 
have to do a risk assessment before taking students on a trip.a needs 

assessment also an assessment of sb’s needs The authorities did a needs 
assessment to find out what kind of housing was required.assessment + NOUNSthe 
assessment procedure/process Parents need to feel part of the assessment 

procedure.assessment methods/techniques We recommend using a variety 
of assessment methods. 
 

asset /ˈæset/ noun  1. the things that a company owns, that can be sold to pay 

debts GrammarUsually plural in this meaning. ADJECTIVEStotal assets The company 

has total assets of over £2 billion.financial assets The value of the Trust’s financial 
assets has risen by almost 30%.liquid assets (=the money that a company or person 

has, and anything else they can easily exchange for money) The company has very 
few liquid assets that it can use to pay back the loan.net assets (=assets after tax has 
been taken away) When he died, his net assets amounted to £320,000.fixed 

assets (=land, buildings, or equipment that a business owns and uses) Huge amounts 
of money have been invested in long-term fixed assets such as factories and 
machinery.surplus assets (=assets that are more than those which are 

needed) The surplus assets will be sold, and the money received will be divided among 
the shareholders.VERBShave/own/hold assets She has financial assets worth 
£250,000.buy assets Foreign investors need dollars to buy American assets.sell off 

assets also dispose of assets formal The firm will have to sell off some of 
its assets to pay its debts.transfer an asset (=move it) The 
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company’s assets were transferred abroad.seize/confiscate sb’s assets (=take them 

from someone officially) The court can seize the assets of criminals.freeze sb’s 
assets (=legally prevent money in a bank from being spent, property from being sold 

etc) The company’s assets were frozen while the investigation was carried 
out.protect/safeguard your assets The firm’s directors failed to take proper action 
to protect the assets of the company.PHRASESthe value of sb’s assets The value 

of his assets was calculated at over $1 million.2. something or someone that is useful 
because they help you succeed or deal with problemsADJECTIVESa 
great/considerable/major asset His greatest asset is his sense of humour.a 

valuable/useful asset A respected brand name is a valuable asset.a real 
asset Knowledge of the local language is a real asset when you’re working 
abroad.PREPOSITIONSbe an asset to sb/sth She works hard, and is an asset to the 

firm. 
 

assignment AC /əˈsaɪnmənt/ noun  1. a piece of work that a student is asked to 

do as part of their studiesNOUNS + assignmenta homework/school assignment Don’t 
watch TV until you’ve done your homework assignments!a writing/maths/science 

etc assignment The maths assignment was hard.VERBSgive sb an 
assignment also set sb an assignment BrE Our English teacher always gives us a lot 
of assignments. | The teacher set the students an assignment to do in the school 

holidays.do an assignment Everyone in the class had done the 
assignment.complete/finish an assignment Most of the 

students complete their assignments on time.hand in an assignment Could everyone 
please hand in their homework assignments by Friday?PREPOSITIONSan assignment 
on sth He’s doing an assignment on the history of his local area.2. a piece of work that 

someone is asked to do as part of their jobADJECTIVESa special assignment He had 
been sent on special assignment to help the head of security.a tough assignment It’s 
a tough assignment but we think you can do it.VERBSsb’s assignment is to do 

sth Their assignment was to guard the palace.give sb an assignment Magazines 
regularly call her to give her assignments.carry out an assignment You can claim for 
any expenses you have while carrying out the assignment.PREPOSITIONSon (an) 

assignment The reporter was on assignment in South America. | She’s gone to 
Italy on a special assignment. 
 
 

assistance AC /əˈsɪstəns/ noun  help or supportADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ assistancefinancial/economic assistance The council provided financial 

assistance for the project. | humanitarian aid and other forms of economic 
assistancetechnical assistance Most of our time is spent providing technical 
assistance to companies.legal/medical assistance It was difficult to get good legal 

assistance.government assistance also federal assistance AmE The president 
pledged federal assistance to rebuild the town.military assistance They appealed to 
the French government for military assistance.humanitarian assistance (=to help 

improve people’s living conditions) The agency provides humanitarian assistance for 
refugees.emergency assistance The aid will provide emergency assistance for 2,000 

families.VERBSprovide/offer assistance We would be happy to provide assistance. | I 
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would be grateful for any assistance you can offer.give (sb) assistance Our staff 

can give assistance with any problems that may arise.get/receive 
assistance She got no assistance from her family.need assistance also require 

assistance formal Call this number if you need any assistance.seek assistance If 
side-effects are severe, seek medical assistance.ask for assistance also request 
assistance formal Police are at the scene and have requested 

assistance.promise/pledge assistance The government 
has promised financial assistance for victims of the floods.PREPOSITIONSbe of 
assistance formal (=help) “Can I be of assistance?” the receptionist asked.assistance 

to sb/sth The department provides financial assistance to universities.assistance for 
sth/sb We need more assistance for people caring for sick relatives.assistance from 
sb The agency receives no assistance from the government.assistance with (doing) 

sth He requires assistance with washing and dressing.assistance in doing sth We 
offer assistance in finding suitable accommodation.PHRASEScome to sb’s 
assistance (=help someone) One of her fellow passengers came to her 

assistance.turn to sb for assistance (=ask them to help) The elderly sometimes have 
no one to turn to for assistance.with the assistance of sb/sth He started the 
business with the assistance of his parents. 
 
 

assistant /əˈsɪstənt/ noun  someone who helps someone else in their 

workADJECTIVES/NOUNS + assistanta teaching/classroom assistant The teaching 
assistant helps the children during classroom activities.a technical 
assistant/laboratory assistant The laboratory assistant checks that all the 

equipment is working correctly.an administrative/clerical assistant (=who does 
easy tasks in an office such as putting files in the right place) A clerical assistant was 

filing some papers. | One of her administrative assistants reorganized the system.a 
shop assistant BrE Some shop assistants are really unhelpful.a personal 
assistant BrE His personal assistant made the appointment for him.a care 

assistant BrE (=someone who takes care of people, for example by feeding or washing 
them) She works as a care assistant in a home for the elderly.an executive 
assistant (=someone who helps an executive do their work) Plessey is an executive 

assistant to the managing director.PREPOSITIONSan assistant to sb He became 
an assistant to the Professor. 
 

association /əˌsəʊsiˈeɪʃən, əˌsəʊʃi- $ əˌsoʊ-/ noun  1. an organization that 

consists of people, countries, or groups who have similar interests or 

aimsADJECTIVESan international association The international association of 
firefighters will hold a meeting next month.a local association They set up a local 
association of small businesses.a regional association The sport is run by 

several regional associations.a community association Community associations have 
said they will fight plans to build a new airport in the area.a professional 
association Most diving instructors belong to a professional association.a 

public/private association Public associations such as Trade Unions had their 
freedom limited.a student association He is president of the student association.the 

Parent Teacher Association The Parent Teacher Association helps with the running of 
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the school.a trade association The tobacco companies have their own trade 

association called ‘The Tobacco Institute’.VERBSjoin an association He joined the 
Architects’ Association in 2010.belong to an association They belong to the 

professional basketball players’ association.set up/form/found an 
association The International Air Transport Association was founded in 1945.an 
association meets The association meets once a year in London.PREPOSITIONSthe 

association of sb She is a member of the National Association of Social 
Workers.PHRASESa member of an association/an association member Association 
members have to pay a fee every year.2. a relationship between people, groups, 

countries etcADJECTIVESa close association He has a close association with the town 
and went to school there many years ago.a personal association She did not 
investigate the case because of her personal association with Mr Brown.a long/long-

standing association He has a long association with the football club.a free 
association (=a relationship not limited by laws) The European Union allows a free 
association of sovereign states who cooperate on many issues, such as trade.a loose 

association (=not working closely together) The bombing suspect appears to have 
only a loose association with terrorist groups.VERBShave an association She claimed 
that she had no association with any political organization.maintain an 

association The group maintains a loose association with the Republican 
party.PREPOSITIONSan association with sb/sth He studied at Leyden and 
maintained a close association with that university.the association between 

sb/sth The association between the two men led to several scientific discoveries.in 
association with sb/sth The concerts are sponsored by the Arts Council in 
association with local businesses.PHRASESfreedom of association Freedom of 

association is an important civil right.guilt by association (=saying that someone is a 
bad person because they have some kind of connection with someone or 
something) There was such a fear of Communism that an assumption of guilt by 

association ruined the careers of many liberals.be tainted/tarnished by 
association (=lose respect from other people because of a relationship) None of these 
men were tainted by association with the terrorists.3. a connection between two 

events, ideas, situations etcADJECTIVESa strong/close association There is a strong 
association between levels of education and social class in Britain. | There is a close 
association between religion and politics.a significant association The study found 

that there was no significant association between childhood cancer and a parent’s 
exposure to radiation before the child was conceived.an intimate association (=a 
very close association) The history of cotton and sugar growing has intimate 

associations with slavery.a direct association Smoking has a direct association with 
many lung diseases.a clear association There is a clear association between getting 
older and having more physical problems.a weak association The study found a weak 

association between dental disease and heart disease.VERBShave an association The 
colour red has strong associations with anger.form/establish an association The 
dogs formed an association between the sound of the bell and food being given to 

them.show/demonstrate an association The study showed an association between 
birth defects and high caffeine intake through drinks such as coffee.find an 

association Researchers say they have found an association between sleep deprivation 
and attention deficit disorder.PREPOSITIONSan association with sth The area is 
famous because of its association with Thomas Hardy’s books.an association 

between two things There is a close association between exercise and good health. 
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assume AC /əˈsjuːm $ əˈsuːm/ verb  1. to think that something is true, although 

you do not have definite proofADVERBSautomatically assume (=without thinking 
carefully) I automatically assumed she would be like her sister, but she was 
not.naturally assume As the boy looked about ten, I naturally assumed that he should 

be in school.generally/usually/commonly assume People generally assume that I 
will not want to work full-time after the baby is born.mistakenly/wrongly 
assume They wrongly assumed that he wouldn’t ask them for money.implicitly 

assume formal If we talk about the cause of the Big Bang, we implicitly assume that 
time existed before the universe began.PHRASESit seems reasonable to assume/we 
can reasonably assume It seems reasonable to assume that the two events are 

connected. | Prices will vary, but you can reasonably assume it will cost around £15.it 
is safe to assume/you can safely assume (=be almost certain) I think it is safe to 
assume that they won’t come back. | I think we can safely assume that interest rates 

will go up again soon.it is widely assumed (=by many people) It was widely 
assumed that the bomb was planted by al-Qaeda.let us assume Let us assume for a 
moment that the average temperature will rise by 5 degrees.it is wrong/a mistake to 

assume It is a mistake to assume that sleep is a time when the brain is not 
active.people tend to assume Men tend to assume that the woman should do all the 
housework.make the mistake of assuming (that)... Don’t make the mistake of 

assuming that other people have the same opinions as you.assume the worst (=think 
that the worst possible thing has happened) When it got to midnight and Paul was still 

not back, I began to assume the worst.2. to start to have a particular responsibility or 
jobNOUNSassume power The new president assumed power in 2008.assume 
control/command/leadership He assumed control of the family business after his 

father’s death.assume responsibility for sth It was expected that she would assume 
responsibility for bringing up the children.assume a post/position/duties She is 
preparing to assume a new post as a dean at Yale University.assume 

office He assumed office in January (=started an important job as leader or in the 
government).assume the role Jim Paton will assume the role of managing 
director.assume the presidency/chairmanship On July 1st, he will assume the 

presidency of the EU.assume the throne (=become king or queen) Queen 
Victoria assumed the throne in 1837.assume the mantle of sb (=take over a job or 
responsibility) Robinson assumed the mantle of presiding judge after May’s death. 
 

assumption AC /əˈsʌmpʃən/ noun  something that you think is true although 

you have no definite proofADJECTIVESa reasonable/valid assumption I thought he 
must have forgotten our meeting – it seemed like a reasonable assumption.a 
common/general/widespread assumption (=made by many people) There’s a 

common assumption that science is more difficult than other subjects.a 
basic/fundamental assumption There is a basic assumption in international law that 

a state will protect its citizens.a correct assumption Many people acted on the correct 
assumption that interest rates would rise.a false/mistaken assumption People often 
make the false assumption that all homeless people are alcoholics.an underlying 

assumption (=a belief that is used as the basis for an idea, but which may not be 
correct) There seems to be an underlying assumption in what he says that women are 
weak.a tacit/unspoken assumption (=one that people believe but do not actually 
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express) Everyone seemed to make a tacit assumption that they would get married.an 

implicit assumption (=one that is suggested or understood without being stated 
directly) Implicit assumptions about how women should behave affect all areas of life.a 

questionable assumption (=one that is likely to be wrong) His argument is based on 
some highly questionable assumptions.VERBSmake an assumption You’re making a 
lot of assumptions for which you have no proof.work/operate on an 

assumption (=act according to something that may not be true) The police seemed to 
be working on the assumption that he was guilty.be based on/rest on an 
assumption Our plans were based on the assumption that everyone would be willing 

to help.question/challenge an assumption The 
report challenges common assumptions about what is a ‘normal 
family’.PREPOSITIONSan assumption about sth The article makes assumptions 

about older people which are clearly not correct.on the assumption that (=based on 
an assumption) On the assumption that he would be late, we set off late too. 
 

asylum /əˈsaɪləm/ noun  protection given to someone by a government because 

they have escaped from fighting or political trouble in their own 

countryADJECTIVESpolitical asylum The dancer asked for political asylum in the 
West.VERBSseek asylum (=try to get asylum) The refugees are seeking asylum in 
Britain.apply for/request asylum Last year around 600,000 people applied for 

asylum in European countries.grant/give sb asylum He was granted asylum in 
France.offer sb asylum He was offered political asylum in the US.refuse/deny sb 

asylum He was denied asylum by the Dutch authorities.NOUNS + asyluman asylum 
seeker (=someone who wants asylum) Failed asylum seekers are sent home.an 
asylum application/claim/request He is still waiting for a decision about his asylum 

claim. 
 

atmosphere /ˈætməsfɪə $ -fɪr/ noun  the feeling that an event or place gives 

youADJECTIVESthe general atmosphere There was a general atmosphere of fun and 
excitement.a good/great atmosphere The club has a great atmosphere.a 

happy/cheerful atmosphere It’s a good school and it has a very happy 
atmosphere.a friendly/welcoming atmosphere The bar provides a welcoming 
atmosphere for a relaxing drink.a relaxed/informal atmosphere We’re trying to 

create a more relaxed atmosphere at work.a cosy atmosphere With its low ceilings 
and open fire, the house has a cosy atmosphere.a strained/tense 
atmosphere (=when people are angry or not relaxed) The atmosphere at home was 

rather tense.a charged atmosphere (=involving very strong feelings) He made the 
statement in the highly charged atmosphere of the courtroom.a homely 
atmosphere BrE (=simple and comfortable) It is a small hotel with a homely 

atmosphere.the atmosphere is electric (=people are very excited) The atmosphere 
was electric as the game began.a festive atmosphere (=when people are 

celebrating) There was a festive atmosphere with people dancing in the streets.NOUNSa 
family atmosphere (=in which people like and care for each other) The school has a 
real family atmosphere.a carnival/party atmosphere (=one in which people are 

having fun and enjoying themselves) Outside the stadium, there was a carnival 
atmosphere.VERBShave an atmosphere The church has a 
peaceful atmosphere.create an atmosphere We try to create an atmosphere in which 
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students feel relaxed.lighten the atmosphere (=make it less serious or sad) He 

attempted a joke to lighten the atmosphere.add to the atmosphere Cheerleaders add 
to the atmosphere of the game.the atmosphere changes New owners bought the 

company and the whole atmosphere changed.an atmosphere 
prevails formal (=exists) A friendly informal atmosphere prevails at this hotel. 
 
 

attack1 /əˈtæk/ noun  1. the act of using weapons against an enemy in a 

warADJECTIVESa military attack The US launched a military attack on Iraq.a nuclear 

attack They would not risk a nuclear attack on the United States.an armed 
attack Armed attacks against villagers are on the increase.a surprise attack They 
launched a surprise attack on the camp just before dawn.a devastating 

attack (=causing a lot of damage) It was a devastating attack against a civilian 
target.an all-out attack (=using a lot of force, soldiers, or weapons, or using 
everything that you have) General Smith was in favour of an all-out attack on the 

enemy.a full-scale attack (=using all the available soldiers and weapons) German 
troops launched a full-scale attack on the city.NOUNS + attacka 
missile/rocket/mortar attack There were 15 dead and 20 wounded in a missile 

attack on the capital.an air attack (=an attack from a plane using bombs) Malta was 
under heavy air attack.VERBSlaunch/mount an attack Napoleon’s 
army launched an attack on Russia. | The government now prepared to mount an 

attack on the rebels.lead an attack The general himself led the attack.an attack 
happens/takes place also an attack occurs formal The attacks had taken place at 
night.an attack kills sb The missile attack killed several innocent 

people.PREPOSITIONSan attack on/against sb The planes were used in the 
missile attack against southern Iraq.be under attack The base was under attack from 

enemy fire.PHRASEScome under attack Camps in the south came under attack from 

government forces.THESAURUS: attackinvasionan occasion when an army 

enters a country and tries to take control of it:The Allies began their invasion  

of Europe. | The threat of foreign invasion is very real.raida short attack on a place by 

soldiers or planes, intended to cause damage but not take control:NATO warplanes  

carried out a series of bombing raids on the city. | an air raid | The village has been 

the target of frequent raids by rebel groups.strikea sudden military attack:Senior  

Israeli officials warned that they were still considering a military strike. | the possibility  

of a nuclear strikeassaulta military attack intended to take control of a city, area, or  

building controlled by an enemy:The final military assault on Kwangju began at 3 a.m.  

on 27 May. | Hitler launched an all-out assault (=using as many soldiers, weapons,  

planes etc as possible) on Russia.ambusha sudden attack by people who have been 

waiting and hiding, especially an attack on a vehicle or people who are travelling  

somewhere:Five soldiers were shot and killed in an ambush. | Enemy forces waiting in  

ambush opened fire on the vehicle.counterattacka military attack made in response 

to an attack by an enemy:Government forces launched a counterattack against the 

guerrillas. | If they successfully occupied the city, they would need to be capable of  
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defending it against counterattack.onslaught formala large violent attack by an 

army:In 1544 there was a full-scale onslaught on France, in which the English took  

Boulogne. | The troops were preparing for another onslaught against the 

enemy.ANTONYMS → defence (1)2. an act of violence that is intended to hurt a 

person or damage a placeADJECTIVESa violent/vicious/brutal attack Police 
described it as an extremely violent attack.a horrific attack “This was a horrific 

attack,” the judge said.a frenzied attack (=very violent and uncontrolled) The woman 
was stabbed to death in a frenzied attack.a deadly attack (=in which many people 
die) The airport was closed following a deadly attack.an unprovoked attack (=in 

which the victim did nothing to cause the attack) The man was knocked to the ground 
and kicked in an unprovoked attack.a motiveless attack (=that happens for no 
reason) He was stabbed to death in an apparently motiveless attack.a racial/racist 

attack Police are treating the incident as a racial attack.a sexual attack There was no 
indication of a sexual attack.VERBScarry out an attack The man who carried out the 
attack has been described as tall and 25 to 30 years old.be subjected to an 

attack (=be attacked) He was subjected to a brutal attack.survive an 
attack She survived the attack despite being stabbed 17 times.an attack kills 
sb Recently a terrorist attack killed 25 people.foil an attack (=prevent one that has 

been planned) The attack was foiled by security guards.an attack happens/takes 
place also an attack occurs formal The attack took place at around 10 p.m. on 
Thursday.NOUNS + attacka bomb attack Extremists are believed to have carried out 

the bomb attack.a terrorist attack The accused men went on trial on Monday for 
America’s worst ever terrorist attack.a suicide attack (=one in which the attacker 
deliberately kills himself or herself as well as other people) The bomber carried out 

a suicide attack on a bus.a knife/gun attack He was sentenced to nine years in prison 
for the knife attack.a sex attack She had been the victim of a violent sex attack.an 
arson attack (=intended to destroy a building by burning it) Ten classrooms were 

completely destroyed in the arson attack.a revenge attack His house was burned 
down in a revenge attack after he stole his friend’s girlfriend.PREPOSITIONSan attack 
on sb He was jailed for an attack on a police officer.an attack by sb She is recovering 

after an attack by a dog.be behind an attack (=be responsible for organizing it) It is 
not known who was behind the attack or what the motive was.PHRASESa 
series/wave/spate of attacks (=several attacks occurring in a short period of 

time) The killing follows a series of brutal attacks on tourists.the victim of an 
attack She was the victim of an attack in her own home.3. a strong criticism of 
someone or somethingADJECTIVESa direct attack The comments were seen as a direct 

attack on the president's leadership.a strong attack Milliband made his strongest 
attack yet on the government's economic policy.a bitter attack (=full of strong angry 
feelings) He launched a bitter attack on the company, accusing them of incompetence.a 

scathing/blistering/stinging attack (=very strong) The senator delivered 
a blistering attack on the president’s plans for welfare reform.a vitriolic 
attack formal (=extremely strong and angry) Last week she launched a vitriolic 

attack on her former colleagues.a personal attack (=which criticizes someone’s 
character, especially in an unfair and unkind way) The debate included some 

bitter personal attacks.VERBSlaunch/mount/make/deliver an attack (=make an 
attack) He gave a press conference in which he launched a fierce attack upon the 
Democrats.PREPOSITIONSan attack on sb/sth also an attack upon 
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sb/sth formal The article contained a scathing attack on the leadership of the 

party.PHRASESbe/come under attack (=be criticized) Plans to reform the education 
system have come under attack from teachers.go on the attack (=start to criticize 

someone, especially after they have criticized you) Khan went on the attack, accusing 
his political opponents of corruption.ANTONYMS → defence (2) 
 

attack2 /əˈtæk/ verb  1. to deliberately use violence to hurt a person or damage 

a placeADVERBSviciously/savagely/brutally attack sb The woman was brutally 
attacked in her own home.physically attack sb Hospital staff have been physically 
attacked by patients.PREPOSITIONSattack sb/sth with sth He was attacked with a 

broken bottle.PHRASESvulnerable to attack (=easy to attack) The tanks 

are vulnerable to attack from the air.THESAURUS: attackTO ATTACK A  

PERSONambushif a group of people ambush someone, they hide and wait for them 

and then attack them:The judge was ambushed by gunmen as he drove to work at the 

courthouse.mugto attack someone and take money from them in a public place such  

as a street:Her son got mugged on his way home from school and someone stole his  

phone. | If someone tries to mug you, the best thing is often just to run away.stabto  

attack someone with a knife:The victim had been stabbed in the leg. | She stabbed her  

husband with a kitchen knife.assaultto attack and hurt someone – used especially  

when talking about this as a criminal offence:The star assaulted a flight attendant who 

refused to serve him more drinks.be set upon by sb/sth writtento be attacked by a  

group of people:The man died outside his home after being set upon by a gang of  

youths.turn onto suddenly change your behaviour and attack someone, when they do 

not expect this:The dog suddenly turned on his owner, sinking its teeth into his arm.TO  

ATTACK A PLACEinvadeto enter a country and try to get control of it using force:The 

Romans invaded Britain 2,000 years ago. | The country has been invaded many times  

in the past.stormto suddenly attack a city or building that is well defended, getting  

inside it and taking control:Special forces stormed the building and rescued the 

hostages.besiegeto surround a city or building with soldiers in order to stop the people  

inside from getting out or from receiving supplies:Paris had been besieged for four  

months and forced to surrender. | In April 655, Osman’s palace was besieged by 

rebels.ANTONYMS → defend2. to criticize someone or something very 

stronglyADVERBSstrongly/vigorously attack sb/sth Opponents have strongly 

attacked the bill.openly/publicly attack sb/sth In his article, he openly attacked the 
government.repeatedly attack sb/sth (=many times) The minister has 
been repeatedly attacked in the media.ANTONYMS → defend 
 
attain verb  THESAURUS > achieve 
 

attempt /əˈtempt/ noun  an act of trying to do somethingADJECTIVESan 

unsuccessful/failed/abortive attempt All attempts to find a cure have 
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been unsuccessful. | There was an abortive attempt by a Hollywood director to make 

Gibson’s book into a film (=one that does not succeed, with the result that you have to 
give up).a vain attempt (=that does not succeed) The teacher made a vain attempt to 

separate the two boys.a doomed/futile attempt (=certain to fail) His attempt to 
reach the Pole was doomed from the beginning. | I jumped up and down in a futile 
attempt to keep warm (= certain to fail and not worth doing).a brave/bold/valiant 

attempt (=one that you admire, but that is unsuccessful) She made a valiant 
attempt to continue playing, but the pain was too much. | The project is making a bold 
attempt to change the lives of young gang members (=a good attempt to do something 

difficult).a botched attempt (=an attempt with many mistakes) They had to call a 
plumber after their botched attempt to fix the problem themselves.a successful 
attempt The writer has made a successful attempt at showing the panic the characters 

felt.a determined/deliberate/conscious attempt This was a deliberate attempt to 
mislead the public.a concerted attempt (=in which people work together in a 
determined way) The party has made a concerted attempt to have more women 

candidates.a serious/genuine attempt This is the first serious attempt to tackle the 
problem.a desperate/frantic attempt Doctors made a desperate attempt to save his 
life.a feeble/weak attempt She ignored David’s feeble attempt at humour.a half-

hearted attempt (=not trying hard, because you do not think you can succeed) She 
made a half-hearted attempt to mop up the spilled milk.a clumsy/crude attempt (=a 
badly done attempt) A child’s first clumsy attempts at writing soon improve.a blatant 

attempt (=an obvious attempt to do something bad) It was a blatant attempt to hide 
the truth.a final/last attempt The deal is a final attempt to save 5,000 jobs.a last-
ditch attempt (=a final attempt to achieve something before it is too late) Negotiators 

are making a last-ditch attempt to save the agreement.repeated attempts I 

made repeated attempts to contact her, but without success. Ways of saying that  

an attempt is unsuccessfulAttempts are often unsuccessful. As well as  

using unsuccessful, you can also say that someone makes a vain attempt to do  

something, or that someone’s attempt is in vain. You can also say that  

an attempt is doomed, when you know it has no chance of success, and something  

bad is likely to happen as a result. If an attempt is futile, it seems pointless because  

you know it will not succeed. VERBSmake an attempt She made several attempts to 

escape.abandon/give up an attempt The climbers had to give up their attempt to 
reach the summit. | The weather forced him to abandon his attempt to fly around the 
world in a hot-air balloon.fail in an attempt He failed in his attempt to set a new 

Olympic record.succeed in an attempt The 16-year-old succeeded in his attempt to 
sail across the Atlantic Ocean.foil/thwart an attempt formal (=make it fail) Alert 
passengers foiled his attempt to set off a bomb on the airplane.an attempt 

fails/succeeds All attempts to find a cure have failed.NOUNS + attempta rescue 
attempt Two firefighters were hurt in the rescue attempt.an assassination 
attempt (=an attempt to kill a leader) A bodyguard was wounded in an assassination 

attempt on the president.an escape attempt The prisoner has made two 
previous escape attempts.a suicide attempt (=an attempt to kill yourself) He was 
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admitted to hospital after a suicide attempt.a coup attempt (=an attempt to change 

the government, usually by force) The rebels left the country after the failed coup 
attempt.PREPOSITIONSon the first/second etc attempt also at the first/second 

etc attempt BrE They reached the top of the mountain on their second attempt.an 
attempt at sth She made an attempt at a smile.in an attempt to do sth She began 
to run in an attempt to get away.despite sb’s attempts The engine refused to 

start despite all our attempts to make it work. 
 

attendance /əˈtendəns/ noun  1. the number of people who go to a game, 

concert, meeting etcADJECTIVESa good attendance There was a good attendance at 
yesterday’s concert.a poor/disappointing attendance The rainy weather resulted in 

a poor attendance at the game.a high/low attendance We’re expecting a high 
attendance at the match.the total attendance The total attendance at the meeting is 
estimated to have been about 300 people.the average attendance The average 

attendance at each game is over 30,000 people.attendance + NOUNSthe attendance 
figures The attendance figures are up from 2,000 to 3,500.VERBSimprove/boost 
attendance They reduced the price of tickets, in an effort to improve 

attendance.PHRASESan increase/rise in attendance The team’s success this season 
has resulted in an increase in attendances at the stadium.a fall/drop in 
attendance also a decline in attendance formal There has been a drop 

in cinema attendances.2. the act of going to a meeting, class etc, or how often 
someone goesADJECTIVEScompulsory attendance Attendance at the meeting 

is compulsory.regular attendance Regular attendance at school is important, if 
students are to make progress.good/poor attendance (=someone has attended 
regularly, or not enough) His attendance at lectures has been poor and his tutors are 

worried about him.full-time attendance This course requires full-time 
attendance from students.attendance + NOUNSsb’s attendance record (=how many 
times someone has attended school, college etc) Your attendance record has been very 

good this term. 
 
 

attention /əˈtenʃən/ noun  1. the activity of listening to, looking at, or thinking 

about someone or something carefullyVERBSpay attention to sth/sb He read the final 
page, paying particular attention to the last paragraph.devote attention to sb/sth He 

needs to devote more attention to his schoolwork.turn your attention to 
sth/sb (=start thinking about something or someone else) She quickly put away the 
shopping and then turned her attention to preparing dinner.focus your attention on 

sb/sth I tried to focus my attention on my book.give sth/sb your attention (=think 
about something or someone so that you can deal with a problem) She promised 
to give the matter her attention the next day.keep/hold sb’s attention This game is 

fun and is sure to keep the attention of young students.bring sth to sb’s 
attention (=tell someone about something so they can deal with it) Thank you 
for bringing the problem to my attention.attract/catch sb’s attention (=make 

someone see you) We tried to attract the waiter’s attention.escape sb’s 
attention (=not be noticed by someone) Even the tiniest details did 

not escape her attention.sb’s attention wanders (=someone stops listening, watching 
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etc carefully) During the meeting, her attention began to wander.ADJECTIVESsb’s 

full/complete/undivided attention He gave the task his undivided attention.close 
attention They listened to the speech with close attention.particular/special 

attention You should pay special attention to spelling in this exercise.scant 
attention (=not much or not enough) Merrill paid scant attention to their 
conversation.attention + NOUNSattention span (=the length of time when you 

continue to be interested in something) Young children often have a short attention 
span.PREPOSITIONSsb’s attention is on sth/sb My attention wasn’t really on the 
game.PHRASESattention to detail Attention to detail is essential in this job.care and 

attention The care and attention that has gone into this work is 

amazing.THESAURUS: attentionpay attentionto carefully listen to, look at, or  

think about something or someone:She told the class to stop talking and pay 

attention. | In any relationship, it helps to pay attention to each other’s  

feelings.concentrateto think carefully about something that you are doing and not let  

other things disturb your thoughts:I tried to read a few pages, but I was too tired to  

concentrate. | Children need a quiet space where they can concentrate on their  

homework.keep your mind on sthto continue to pay attention to something,  

especially when you are very excited or worried about something else:On Friday, the 

day of the party, I couldn’t keep my mind on my work. | Good players keep their minds  

on the game at all times.keep your eye/eyes on sthto keep watching something  

carefully, so that you do not make any mistakes:The first rule of driving is to keep your  

eyes on the road. | Always remember to keep your eye on the ball.be engrossed in  

sthto be paying so much attention to a book, a conversation, some work etc, that you 

do not notice what is happening around you:Helen was sitting up in bed, engrossed in  

a novel. | He was so engrossed in what he was doing he didn’t even hear the doorbell  

ring.be absorbed in sthto be giving all your attention to something, especially  

something you are reading, watching, or thinking about:The little boy sat at the edge 

of the pond, totally absorbed in watching the fish. | He was a quiet man who often  

seemed to be absorbed in his own thoughts.give sth/sb your undivided attentionto  

give all your attention to something or someone and not do anything else – used 

especially when this is something you want or need to do:Come round when the kids  

are in bed so I can give you my undivided attention. | Once I’ve finished my exams, I’ll  

be able to give my undivided attention to looking for a job.2. interest that people show 

in someone or somethingVERBSreceive/get/attract/draw attention His 
books received little attention while he was alive.capture sb's attention The 

trial captured the attention of the whole country.enjoy sb's attention He 
was enjoying the attention of his female fans.divert/deflect attention away from 
sth (=make people interested in something else instead) This story has diverted 

attention away from his private life.command attention (=cause people to show 
interest) A comment from a famous actor can command worldwide 
media attention.deserve/merit attention His work is finally getting the attention it 

deserves.lavish attention on sb/sth (=show a lot of interest in them) She had been 
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jealous of the attention lavished on Sophie.attention turns/shifts (=it moves to 

someone or something else) Attention has now shifted to the problems in other 
European countries.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + attentionpublic attention We hope the 

event will attract public attention.media/press attention The princess received a lot 
of press attention.international/national/world attention His novel 
attracted international attention.widespread attention The dispute did not 

receive widespread attention.unwanted/unwelcome attention He wanted to 
avoid unwanted attention from the authorities.scant attention (=not much or not 
enough) The event received scant attention in the press.PHRASESbe the focus of 

attention also be the centre of attention She became the focus 
of media attention after winning the prize.3. the activity of looking after or dealing with 
someone or somethingADJECTIVESmedical attention Luke needs medical attention for 

a leg injury.urgent/immediate/prompt attention (=as soon as possible) This 
matter needs your urgent attention.ADJECTIVESneed/require/demand attention Let 
me know if you see anything that requires my attention. 
 
 

attitude AC /ˈætətjuːd, ˈætɪtjuːd $ -tuːd/ noun  your general opinions and 

feelings about something, often shown in your behaviourADJECTIVESa 
positive/negative attitude A positive attitude is essential if you want to be successful 
in business. | Many teenagers have a very negative attitude towards housework.a 

different attitude Nowadays there is a very different attitude towards mental 
illness.sb’s whole attitude As you get older, your whole attitude to life 
changes.general attitude His general attitude to our situation was 

unsympathetic.public attitude (=among ordinary people) There has been a shift in 
public attitudes to nuclear power.political attitude The researchers did a survey 

of political attitudes among young people.mental attitude There is a strong connection 
between health and mental attitude.a relaxed/tolerant/laid-back attitude On the 
island of Bali, there is a more relaxed attitude to life.a favourable attitude BrE a 

favorable attitude AmE (=having a good opinion of something or someone) Older 
people tend to have a favourable attitude to the police.a critical attitude (=showing 
you disagree with or disapprove of someone or something) People’s attitude towards 

US foreign policy has become increasingly critical.an ambivalent attitude (=not sure 
if you approve of something) The public have a rather ambivalent attitude towards 
science.a patronizing/condescending attitude (=showing that you think you are 

more important or intelligent than someone) She didn’t like his patronizing attitude 
towards women.an aggressive/hostile attitude Their attitude suddenly became 
more aggressive.a healthy attitude (=a good and sensible attitude) She now has a 

healthier attitude towards food and eating.a cavalier attitude (=very careless, 
especially about something serious or important) It was an indication of his cavalier 

attitude that he had not bothered to sign the contract. A good/bad attitudeSomeone  

who has a bad attitude behaves badly and does not seem interested in what they  

are doing: He is a lazy student with a bad attitude.Someone has a good  

attitude seems very interested in what they are doing and wants to do well: Greg is  
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a great player with a lot of talent and a good attitude. VERBShave/take/adopt an 

attitude Not everyone takes a positive attitude towards modern art.an attitude 
exists This attitude no longer exists in the church.sb’s attitude changes As you get 

older, your attitude changes.sb’s attitude hardens (=they feel less sympathy and 
they want to be stricter or firmer) People’s attitudes towards sex offenders 
have hardened.change/influence attitudes We have got 

to change people’s attitudes to the disease.PREPOSITIONSsb’s attitude to/towards 
sb/sth Their attitude to work is excellent.PHRASESpeople’s attitudes People's 
attitudes to divorce have changed.sb has an attitude problem (=someone is not 

helpful or pleasant to be with) Some of the male students have a real attitude 
problem.an attitude of mind BrE (=a way of thinking) Being young is simply an 
attitude of mind. 
 

attraction /əˈtrækʃən/ noun  1. something interesting or enjoyable to see or 

doADJECTIVES/NOUNS + attractiona tourist/visitor attraction Buckingham Palace is 
one of London’s most important tourist attractions.the main/star attraction The 

painting of the Mona Lisa is the main attraction.a local attraction There are a number 
of local attractions, including a 15th-century castle.VERBSvisit an attraction There are 
plenty of attractions you can visit.2. a feature that makes people want to do something, 

because it seems good or enjoyableADJECTIVESa big/great/huge attraction For me, 
the free food was one of the biggest attractions.the main attraction The 
software’s main attraction is that it is very easy to use.VERBSsth has its 

attractions The work has its attractions and you get to meet some interesting 
people.sth loses its attraction Camping soon lost its attraction when it started raining 
and the tent collapsed.increase/add to the attraction The low price will add to the 

attraction for many people.understand the attraction of sth I’ve never understood 
the attraction of golf – it looks really boring.the attraction lies in sth It is difficult to 
see where the attraction lies in some horror movies. 
 
 

attractive /əˈtræktɪv/ adjective  1. good-lookingNOUNSan attractive 

woman/girl/man Miss Fraser was an attractive woman in her early 30s.an 
attractive town/city/village Nearby is the attractive town of Burford, built of golden 

Cotswold stone.an attractive area/place/part The city is located in one of the 
most attractive parts of the country.an attractive building The college is an attractive 
building, dating from the 17th century.an attractive design It is important that the 

magazine has an attractive design.ADVERBSextremely attractive As well as being 
clever, she was also extremely attractive.stunningly attractive (=extremely 
attractive) Marianne was a stunningly attractive woman.sexually/physically 

attractive Some women say they find him physically attractive.VERBSfind sb 
attractive Women seem to find him attractive.look attractive Why do you wear 

clothes that make you look less attractive?THESAURUS: 

attractive→ beautiful2. used about something that people want to have or 

doNOUNSan attractive offer/proposition It sounded like a very attractive offer. | For 
movie studios, filming a popular book is an attractive proposition (=a good idea that 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [145] 

they want to do).an attractive investment For many people, houses are an attractive 

investment.an attractive feature The car’s most attractive feature is its powerful V8 
engine.an attractive option She wanted to take a walk, but in this weather it was not 

an attractive option.an attractive prospect (=something that seems like a good thing 
to happen or do) A holiday in Vietnam seems like a very attractive prospect.VERBSfind 
sth attractive I found the idea of backpacking attractive, but I wasn’t sure I could 

afford it.sound attractive His invitation sounds attractive. Perhaps I should 
go.PREPOSITIONSattractive to sb The rich soil made the area attractive to settlers. 
 

 

audience /ˈɔːdiəns $ ˈɒː-, ˈɑː-/ noun  1. a group of people who come to watch 

and listen to someone speaking or performing in publicADJECTIVESa big/large/small 
audience The band regularly attract big audiences for their concerts.a live 

audience (=who are watching a performance in the place where it happens) The show 
was filmed in front of a live audience.a packed audience (=the place is full) He played 
to a packed audience.a capacity audience (=the largest number of people who can fit 

into a hall, theatre etc) The lecture attracted a capacity audience.an 
enthusiastic/appreciative audience They performed in front of enthusiastic 

audiences at Europe’s biggest rock festival.a hostile audience (=an unfriendly 
one) The hostile audience booed the actors off the stage.a captive audience (=people 
who listen to or watch someone or something because they have to, not because they 

are interested) His family were a captive audience for his jokes.NOUNS + audiencea 
studio audience (=in the studio where a programme is being recorded) The studio 
audience mainly consisted of teenage girls.VERBS + audienceperform/play/sing to an 

audience The band played to huge audiences in America.speak to an 
audience also address an audience formal He spoke to an audience of young 
students.entertain an audience The singer has entertained audiences all over the 

world.thrill/delight/captivate an audience also wow the audience informal (=do 
something that they enjoy very much) The magician delighted the audience with some 
amazing tricks.engage (with) an audience (=make them interested) He is an 

experienced speaker, who knows how to engage an audience.attract/draw/pull in an 
audience The concert attracted an audience of over 20,000 people.audience + 

VERBSan audience claps also an audience applauds formal The audience clapped at 

the end of the movie.an audience laughs He has the ability to make an audience 
laugh.an audience cheers The audience cheered loudly when he came on stage.an 
audience boos (=they say ‘boo’ because they do not like the performance) The play 

wasn’t very good and some of the audience started booing.an audience jeers (=they 
shout and laugh to show they do not like someone) The speaker was jeered by 
the audience.audience + NOUNSaudience participation The show involves a lot 

of audience participation and people are asked to come on stage.PREPOSITIONSin front 
of/before an audience He is used to performing in front of a live audience.in the 
audience There must have been at least 200 people in the audience.an audience 

of An audience of about 50 people came to the talk.PHRASESa member of the 
audience Several members of the audience left the film early.2. the people who watch 
or listen to a programme or film, read a magazine etcADJECTIVESa 

big/large/huge/vast audience Messages posted on the internet can attract a huge 
audience.a small audience The show only gets a small audience.a young/teenage 
audience This is a magazine with a young audience.an older audience The 
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programme mainly appeals to an older audience.a worldwide/international 

audience Soccer has an ever-increasing worldwide audience.a wide/broad/diverse 
audience (=consisting of many different types of people) He is an author who appeals 

to a wide audience.a mass audience (=a very large number of people) Television 
brought entertainment to a mass audience.a mainstream audience (=ordinary 
people, not people with specialized interests) The film is aimed at a mainstream 

audience.a select audience (=used when you want to emphasize that only a small 
number of people will like something) The magazine is intended for a very select 
audience of fashion designers.a viewing audience (=the people who watch a 

programme) The show has a viewing audience of 2 million.a lay audience (=people 
without specialized knowledge) His books are written for a lay 
audience.VERBShave/get an audience The programme has a big audience every 

week.attract/draw/pull in an audience The first show attracted an audience of 
more than 2 million.reach an audience Advertisers use television to reach a 
large audience.appeal to an audience (=be interesting to them) Teenage actors were 

used in the film in order to appeal to a younger audience.NOUNS + audiencea 
television/radio audience Radio audiences have gone down in recent years.the 
target audience The target audience is mostly men aged 28 to 35.audience + 

NOUNSaudience share (=a part of the total number of people who watch television or 
listen to the radio) The TV has 12% of the audience share. 
 

 

authentic adjective  THESAURUS > real (1) 

 
 

author AC /ˈɔːθə $ ˈɒːθər/ noun [C]  someone who writes books, or someone 

who has written a book, article, or reportADJECTIVESa famous/well-known 

author The famous author Ernest Hemingway stayed at the hotel in the 1920s.a best-
selling author Ian McEwan is a best-selling author, whose books have been translated 

into many languages.a children’s author ‘Matilda’ was written by Roald Dahl, the 
famous children’s author.your favourite author “Who’s your favourite author?” “I 
really like Charles Dickens.”a prolific author (=one who writes many books) She is 

a prolific author who has published more than 70 books.a contributing 
author (=someone who writes articles for a newspaper or magazine, or who writes 
part of a book, report etc) Ms Gomez was a contributing author to Chapter 1 of the 

report.an acclaimed author (=one whose work is admired by many people) Margaret 
Atwood is a highly acclaimed author, who has won many awards for her work.first 
author formal (=the first of two or more authors, who are mentioned as having written 

something) My supervisor was listed as first author, even though I did most of the 
work.PREPOSITIONSthe author of sth Professor Jones was one of the authors of the 

report. Author or writer?You use writer about anyone who writes books. You  

usually use author about someone whose books are considered to be works of  

literature.Author is also used when talking about the person who wrote  

something: She is the author of a study of childhood illnesses.  
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authoritarian /ɔːˌθɒrəˈteəriən◂ $ ɒːˌθɑːrəˈter-, əˌθɔː-/ adjective  THESAURUS 

> strict (1) 
 
 

authority AC /ɔːˈθɒrəti, ɔːˈθɒrɪti, ə- $ ɒːˈθɑː-, əˈθɔː-/ noun  1. the power you 

have because of your official positionADJECTIVESfull/complete/total authority The 
manager has full authority to make decisions.absolute authority (=complete authority 

over everyone – used especially about the leader of a country) In those days, the 
emperor had absolute authority.legal authority US agents have legal authority to 
bring criminals back from overseas.moral authority The government lacks the moral 

authority to regenerate the country.parental authority The older children are more 
likely to resist parental authority.governmental authority Their failure 
undermined governmental authority.presidential authority A number of constitutional 

amendments have increased presidential authority.VERBShave authority Only the 
head of the department has the authority to make that decision.give sb authority The 
department was given authority over highways and waterways.exercise/exert your 

authority also wield authority formal (=use your authority) In practice it’s very 
difficult for the president to exercise his authority. | He was one of those people who 
want to wield authority over others.abuse/misuse your authority (=use your 

authority in a bad way) The mayor was accused of abusing his authority and taking 
bribes.exceed/overstep your authority (=do more than you have the power or right 
to do) A higher court decided that the judge had exceeded his 

authority.establish/assert your authority (=show people that you have 
authority) The new manager was anxious to establish her authority. | The State 
Department pressed him to take bolder steps to assert his authority.stamp/impose 

your authority on sth (=show people that you have authority over 
something) Robertson quickly stamped his authority on the team.lose your 
authority He’s worried that he is losing his authority over the 

party.undermine/weaken sb’s authority (=make someone’s authority weaker) I 
wasn’t trying to undermine your authority.challenge sb’s authority (=try to take 
power away from someone) There had been no one to really challenge his 

authority.question sb’s authority (=express doubt about someone’s authority or 
decisions) Students in secondary schools are more likely to question 

authority.authority + NOUNSan authority figure (=someone who has the power to tell 
young people what they can do) The teacher is an authority figure, like the 
parent.PREPOSITIONSauthority over sb/sth He has no authority over us.in 

authority (=in a powerful position) You need to speak to someone in 
authority.PHRASESbe in a position of authority I’ve never been in a position of 
authority before.have an air of authority (=look like you have authority, in a way 

that makes people obey you) The commander had an unmistakeable air of authority.a 
challenge to sb’s authority The leadership saw the demonstrations as a challenge to 
their authority.2. someone who knows a lot about a subjectADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ authoritya great authority Jourdain was a great authority on English furniture and 
wrote several books on the subject.a world authority He is a world authority on 
climate change.a leading/noted authority They consulted leading authorities on the 

disease.the foremost authority (=the one who knows most) He was considered to 
be the foremost authority on Spanish paintings.a respected authority She is a 
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highly respected authority on medieval church architecture.PREPOSITIONSan authority 

on sth Sue is an authority on Chinese cooking – she used to live in China. 

 

authorization also authorisation BrE /ˌɔːθəraɪˈzeɪʃən $ ˌɒːθərə-/ noun  official 

permission to do something, or the document giving this permissionADJECTIVESofficial 

authorization The two men did not have official authorization to enter the 
country.special authorization In Britain, the police need special authorization to carry 
guns.written authorization If you want to go on the school trip, you’ll need written 

authorization from your parents.prior authorization (=authorization before something 
happens) Under Turkish law, protests must have prior authorization.proper 
authorization In order to use the computer room, you will need the proper 

authorization.VERBShave authorization For security reasons, only certain people have 
authorization to enter the building.get authorization also obtain 
authorization formal The university obtained authorization to build a new 

library.receive authorization They have received authorization to publish the 
documents.ask for authorization also request/seek authorization formal The 
pilot requested authorization to land the plane.give sb authorization also grant sb 

authorization formal He was granted authorization to work in the United 
States.PREPOSITIONSauthorization for sth The city council has given authorization 
for the concert to take place.authorization from sb/sth The company has 

received authorization from the Ministry of Health to sell the drug.without 
authorization Can a bank withdraw money from your account without authorization? 
 
 

autumn /ˈɔːtəm $ ˈɒː-/ noun  the season between summer and winter, when 

leaves change colour and the weather becomes coolerADJECTIVESearly autumn We 
were enjoying the hazy sunshine of early autumn.late autumn It was late autumn, 
almost winter.autumn + NOUNSautumn leaves The sun was shining through the red 

and gold autumn leaves.the autumn sun/sunlight/sunshine The fallen leaves 
glowed in the autumn sun.the autumn colours Visitors came to enjoy the rich autumn 
colours of the trees.VERBSautumn arrives/begins/comes Autumn has arrived and 

the evenings are growing shorter.autumn + NOUNSan autumn day/morning It was a 
beautiful autumn day.PREPOSITIONSin the autumn Charles returned to university in 
the autumn.during the autumn She began writing the novel during the autumn of 

1938. In American English, people usually say fall: He plans to go back to school in  

the fall.  

 
 

available AC /əˈveɪləbəl/ adjective  something that is available is able to be used 

or can easily be bought or foundNOUNSavailable evidence/data/information All 
the available evidence suggests that the Earth’s climate is getting warmer.available 

source/supply The researchers consulted all the available sources of 
information.available resources/materials The products are handmade using 
locally available materials.available space/land/room Make sure that you have 
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enough disk space available on your computer.available alternative/choice There 

were no other available alternatives at the time.available opportunity/chance You 
should practise speaking the language at every 

available opportunity.ADVERBSeasily/readily/freely available (=easy to get) Timber 
is cheap and readily available.widely/commonly available (=available in many 
places) Organic food is now widely available in the US.universally 

available (=available to everyone) This information should be universally 
available.publicly available The information was taken from publicly 
available documents.commercially available (=available to buy) The game has 

been commercially available in Japan since last year.currently available The product 
is currently available in all of our stores.immediately available Further details were 
not immediately available.available online This software is available 

online.VERBSbecome available A place on the trip became available at the last 
minute.make sth available The government will make more money available for 
research.have sth available They said that they didn’t have any more 

tickets available.PREPOSITIONSavailable from somewhere The book is available 
from all good bookstores.available to sb I had used all the money that was available 
to me.available for use/rent/collection etc The house is available for rent from 

next month.PHRASESin the time available Answer as many questions as you can in 
the time available.the best available We use the best available technology.the only 
available One small tree was the only available protection from the sun.the nearest 

available Ruth sat down on the nearest available chair.THESAURUS: 

availablefreeseat | roomnot being used by anyone:Excuse me, is this seat  

free? | The hotel has a couple of rooms 

free.vacantseat | chair | land | site | lot | apartment | room | job | positionavail

able for someone to use, rent, or do:She put her bag down on a vacant seat. | People  

grew cabbages on vacant land in their yards. | West Hollywood is becoming a town 

of vacant apartments. | None of the hotels in town had any rooms vacant. | One in  

four jobs is vacant. | The position of principal remains vacant. On toilets in public  

places, there is often a sign that says either vacant (=no one is using it)  

or engaged (=someone is using it).  

 
 

avenue /ˈævənjuː $ -nuː/ noun  THESAURUS > road 
 
 
average1 noun  the amount calculated by adding together several quantities, 

and then dividing this amount by the total number of quantitiesADJECTIVESthe 
national average Cancer rates in this area are 3% higher than the national 
average.grade-point average AmE (=an average based on different grades receiving 

different numbers of points) She has maintained a good grade-point average in high 
school.VERBScalculate/find the average To calculate the average, add all the prices 
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together, then divide by the number of prices you have.PREPOSITIONS/ADVERBSon 

average Women’s earnings are on average lower than men’s.above/below (the) 
average His scores were well above average in science. | Earnings in the farming 

areas are a long way below the national average.higher/lower than (the) 
average Unemployment is almost 50% higher than the national average.by an 
average of sth Pay increased by an average of 17% in just one year.the average of 

sth The average of 3, 8, and 10 is 7. 
 
 
 

average2 /ˈævərɪdʒ/ adjective  1. the average amount is the amount you get 

when you add together several quantities and divide this by the total number of 
quantitiesaverage + NOUNSaverage size/height/weight/length He is of average 

height and weight.average age The average age of the students is 19 years 
old.average cost/price The average cost of making a movie has risen by 15%. | The 
cars were being sold at an average price of $11,000.average 

number/amount The average number of workers on farms has gone down.average 
income/earnings/wage/salary The average house price is nearly four times 
the average annual wage.average level/rate/speed The average level of 

unemployment stood at 4%.average intelligence The child seemed to be of 
above average intelligence.ADVERBSabove average He is above average height for his 
age.below average The economy grew at below average rates during this 

period.PHRASESof average height/ability/intelligence etc Most of the pupils are of 
average ability.longer/shorter/higher/lower etc than average Last winter was 
colder than average.2. having qualities that are typical of most people or 

thingsaverage + NOUNSthe average person/man/woman A good diet will provide 
enough iron for the average person.the average family The average family spends a 
lot of time watching television.an average week/month/year In an average week I 

drive about 250 miles for my job. 
 

avert /əˈvɜːt $ -ɜːrt/ verb  THESAURUS > avoid (1) 
 
avid adjective  THESAURUS > enthusiastic 
 
 

avoid /əˈvɔɪd/ verb  1. to prevent something bad from happeningNOUNSavoid 

an accident/collision The driver braked suddenly in order to avoid an accident.avoid 
a disaster/catastrophe A major ecological disaster was avoided when the oil began 

drifting out to sea.avoid a war/strike Chamberlain was anxious to avoid another 
world war.avoid the risk/danger/threat of sth Smoking is forbidden, in order 
to avoid the risk of fire.avoid a repeat/repetition of sth (=prevent something bad 

from happening again) The police are anxious to avoid a repeat of last year’s 
violence.avoid a problem There are a number of ways in which you 

can avoid this problem.avoid an argument/conflict/confrontation She preferred 
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to avoid conflict whenever she could.avoid confusion/misunderstanding The name 

of the film was changed in order to avoid confusion with another film.avoid 
disappointment/embarrassment Book early, to avoid 

disappointment.ADVERBSnarrowly avoid sth (=only just avoid something 
happening) She narrowly avoided being hit by a bullet.PHRASESavoid sth at all 
costs (=try as hard as you can to prevent something from happening) They wanted 

to avoid a scandal at all costs.THESAURUS: 

avoidavert formaldisaster | war | strike | crisis | threatto prevent something bad  

from happening:Disaster was averted only by quick thinking by the plane’s  

captain. | The talks are aimed at averting a trade war between the US and the EU. | A 

teachers’ strike was narrowly averted in January (=it was only just averted). | Food 

and other essential items were sent to Angola in an attempt to avert a  

food crisis. | Some scientists believe that nuclear energy is the only way 

to avert the threat of global warming.2. to escape having to do something or deal with 

somethingNOUNSavoid work His son would do anything to avoid work.avoid a 
question Politicians are very good at avoiding difficult questions.avoid your 
responsibility/duty The federal government is trying to avoid any responsibility for 

dealing with the problem.avoid the issue It was impossible to avoid the issue any 

longer.THESAURUS: 

avoidevade formaltaxes | responsibility | question | payment | justice | issue |

 problemto avoid having to do something or deal with something:Companies often  

hide their profits in order to evade taxes. | The government  

cannot evade its responsibility to help the refugees. | She 

skilfully evaded all questions about where she had been the night before. | The killer  

was allowed to evade justice (=avoid being punished in a court of law). | There was no 

point in evading the issue any longer – it had to be talked 

about. Evade or avoid?Evade means the same as avoid. Evade is more formal and  

is often used about taxes and responsibilities. get out  

of informalagreement | contractto avoid doing something you should do or  

something you promised to do. Get out of is more informal than avoid:The country is  

trying to get out of its agreement to pay back the money. | We promised we’d go – we 

can’t get out of it now.3. to not go near a person or place, or not talk about a 

subjectADVERBScarefully avoid They carefully avoided each other’s eyes.deliberately 
avoid He had a feeling that she was deliberately avoiding him.studiously 
avoid formal (=make a deliberate effort to avoid someone or something) The 

government has studiously avoided public debate about this subject.PHRASESavoid 
sb/sth like the plague informal (=avoid someone or something as much as you 
can) Why did you want to speak to him? You usually avoid him like the 

plague.THESAURUS: avoidstay away/keep awayto avoid a person or place,  

especially a dangerous one:She walked along the path, keeping well away from the 
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edge of the cliff. | That man is trouble – I’d stay away from him.steer clear of  

sb/sth informalto avoid a person or place, because there could be problems if you do 

not:I usually steer clear of the kitchen when Alan’s cooking. | I’d steer clear of  

Matthew if I were you.make a detourto avoid a place by travelling around it instead of  

through the centre:We had to make a long detour because of the floods.  
 
 

awake /əˈweɪk/ adjective  not sleepingADVERBSbe wide/fully 

awake (=completely awake) I had been in bed for an hour but was still wide awake.be 

half awake (=not fully awake) Most of the people on the train were only half awake.be 
hardly/barely awake (=almost sleeping) George was barely awake and he almost fell 
down the stairs.still awake It was 11.30, but the children were all still 

awake.VERBSstay/keep awake also remain awake formal I was tired and it was 
hard to stay awake.lie awake Kate lay awake worrying about the test.keep sb 
awake The noise of the planes kept me awake.shake sb awake Ben shook me 

awake and told me the news.jerk awake (=wake with a sudden movement) There was 
a bang on the door, and he jerked awake. 
 
 

award1 /əˈwɔːd $ -ɔːrd/ noun  1. a prize or money that someone gets for 

something they have achievedADJECTIVESa special award He will receive a special 
award for his bravery.a national/international award Her designs have 
won international awards. | The programme was nominated for two national awards.a 

prestigious award (=a very important and well-respected award) The Heisman 
Trophy is US college football’s most prestigious award.a top/major award The car 
won the top award at the British International Motor Show.the highest award The 

Medal of Honor is the highest military award in the US.a literary award He received 
numerous state and literary awards, both in Romania and Hungary.an annual 
award They won the company’s annual award for consistent high quality service to 

customers.NOUNS + awarda film/music/poetry award The winners of this 
year’s music awards have just been announced.a lifetime achievement award He 
was presented with a lifetime achievement award for his work in human 

rights.VERBSwin an award Tom Cruise won the award for best actor. | We had dinner 
at an award-winning restaurant.get/receive an award The film 
has received many awards.give sb an award The award is given each year to the best 

young designer.present sb with an award The college principal presented the 
students with their awards.be nominated for an award also be up for an 
award informal (=be chosen as one of the people, books etc that could receive an 

award) The book has been nominated for several awards.pick up/scoop an 
award (=get an award – used especially in news reports) The 
band scooped the award for best album.the award goes to sb/sth The Team Of The 

Year Award went to the Ladies' England Cricket Team.award + NOUNSan awards 
ceremony She received her prize at an awards ceremony.an award winner The 
four award winners received a total of £1,000 prize money.an award 

scheme BrE The award scheme aims to encourage young golfers to improve their 
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technique.PREPOSITIONSan award for sth The actress won an award for her 

performance in the film.an award from sb/sth He received the award from the British 
Academy of Film and Television Arts.2. money officially given to someone as a payment 

or after a legal decisionVERBSget/receive an award Following the court’s decision, 
he received a £10,000 award for the damage to his reputation.make an award/grant 
sb an award The judges granted her an award for libel.PREPOSITIONSan award for 

sth She was given an award for unfair dismissal.NOUNS + awarda pay award The 
government will make an announcement about the nurses’ pay award.a damages 
award (=money that a court orders someone to pay as a punishment for harming 

someone or their property) The company owes him a £50,000 damages award.a libel 
award (=money that a court orders someone to pay as a punishment for making 
untrue statements about someone) She has won a libel award. 
 

award2 /əˈwɔːd $ -ɔːrd/ verb  THESAURUS > give (1) 
 

aware AC /əˈweə $ əˈwer/ adjective  1. knowing about or realizing 

somethingADVERBSwell/fully aware He is an experienced climber and he is well 
aware of the dangers that he faces.acutely/keenly aware (=very aware, in a way 

that has a strong effect on your behaviour) I’m acutely aware of the huge amount of 
work that still needs to be done.more/increasingly aware People are 
becoming increasingly aware of the need to protect the 

environment.painfully/uncomfortably aware He was painfully aware that everyone 
was looking at him.dimly/vaguely aware (=a little aware, although you are not 
completely sure) I was dimly aware of the sound of an approaching car.suddenly 

aware She suddenly became aware of a strange smell.VERBSmake sb aware of sth It 
is important that young people are made aware of the dangers of taking drugs.become 
aware He became aware that he was being watched.remain aware Try to remain 

aware of the risks involved.PREPOSITIONSaware of sth The company says that it 
is aware of the problem and it will deal with it soon.PHRASESas you are aware As you 

are aware, funds for this project are very limited.THESAURUS: 

awareconsciousConscious means the same as aware, but is more formal:I  

am conscious that this news will come as a shock to many people. | He was  

very conscious of the fact that people were staring at him. | The university is deeply  

conscious of the importance of good relations with local people. | The people  

are acutely conscious of their country’s history (=very aware of something, in a way 

that has a big influence on how you think and 

behave).ANTONYMS → unaware2. knowing about a subject and realizing its 

importanceADVERBSpolitically aware Schools must encourage students to 
become politically aware members of society.socially aware He had become 
more socially aware and was now doing more things to help other 

people.environmentally aware We are an environmentally aware company with 
excellent recycling facilities. 
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awareness /əˈweənəs $ əˈwer-/ noun  knowledge or understanding of a 

particular subject or situationADJECTIVESgrowing/increasing awareness There is 
an increasing awareness of the effects of mankind’s activities on the 
environment.increased awareness also heightened awareness formal There was 

an increased awareness of the need for education.general/public awareness Public 
awareness of crime has increased.great awareness There is great awareness of the 
need for reform.keen/acute awareness (=a very strong awareness) A good teacher 

has a keen awareness of the needs of his or her students.little/no awareness He 
has little awareness of the effect of his words on other people.political 
awareness Young people’s political awareness often increases when they go to 

university.environmental awareness Increased environmental awareness has led 
customers to call for products that are energy efficient.social awareness (=being 
aware of the needs of other people in society) Social awareness means being tolerant 

towards people whose beliefs are different from our own.VERBSraise/increase 
awareness The government wants to raise awareness about the dangers of 
smoking.create awareness Companies use advertising to create awareness of their 

products.heighten awareness formal (=increase awareness, especially about a 
problem) The campaign is intended to heighten people’s awareness of the disease.have 

no/some/any awareness The authorities had no awareness that a problem 
existed.NOUNS + awarenessawareness training Do you think racism or 
disability awareness training really changes people’s 

attitudes?PREPOSITIONSawareness of/about sth We want to develop an awareness 
of the benefits of eating healthy foods.awareness among sb Awareness among the 
general public of the dangers of drink-driving has definitely increased.PHRASESa lack 

of awareness There is still a lack of awareness about the disease, even among some 
medical professionals. 
 
awesome adjective  THESAURUS > excellent 
 
 
awful adjective  THESAURUS > terrible 
 

awkward /ˈɔːkwəd $ ˈɒːkwərd/ adjective  1. difficult, embarrassing, or 

inconvenientawkward + NOUNSan awkward question They asked me a lot of awkward 
questions.an awkward subject/topic Money was an awkward subject between Steve 
and his wife.an awkward situation/position It is a very awkward situation and there 

is no obvious solution. | You realise that you are putting me in an awkward position.an 
awkward time/moment You’re calling at rather an awkward time – can you call back 
later?an awkward fact The awkward fact remains that he is not a popular leader.an 

awkward silence/pause There was a long and awkward silence, and neither of us 
knew what to say.an awkward customer informal (=someone who is difficult to deal 
with) He is an awkward customer and you have to be careful what you say to him.an 

awkward shape The vase had an awkward shape which made it difficult to wrap as a 
present.an awkward angle He scored a goal from an awkward angle.an awkward 
corner (=an awkward situation) We were in rather an awkward corner and I didn’t 

know what was the best thing to do.ADVERBSslightly/a little/rather awkward There 
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was one slightly awkward moment when he forgot what he was going to say. | They 

had something rather awkward to tell her.extremely awkward You are putting me in 
an extremely awkward position.PREPOSITIONSawkward for sb I realise this must be 

very awkward for you.awkward about sth (=unhelpful and not doing what you 
want) I hope she isn’t going to be awkward about the money.PHRASESmake things 

awkward I don’t want to make things awkward for anybody.THESAURUS: 

awkward→ difficult→ embarrassing2. embarrassed or not relaxedVERBSfeel 

awkward I sometimes feel awkward when I have to give a 

speech.PREPOSITIONSawkward about sth I felt awkward about asking her some 
rather personal questions.awkward with sb We were strangers and felt awkward 
with each other. 

Letter B 

baby /ˈbeɪbi/ noun  a very young childPHRASESa baby is born Let me know as 

soon as the baby is born.a baby is due (=is expected to be born) When is your baby 
due?give birth to a baby Sue gave birth to a baby boy.VERBS + babyhave a baby She 

had her first baby when she was 16 years old.be having/expecting a baby (=be 
pregnant) My wife’s expecting a baby.deliver a baby (=help a woman to give birth to 
a baby) Usually your baby will be delivered by a midwife.abandon a baby (=leave 

your baby somewhere because you do not want it) The baby was found abandoned 
outside the hospital. | A disturbing number of babies are abandoned by their 
mothers.change a baby (=change its nappy) Could you change the baby for me?look 

after a baby (=take care of it) Will you look after the baby for half an hour?feed a 
baby She picked up the baby and began to feed her.breast-feed/bottle-feed a 
baby (=give it milk from your breast, or from a bottle) 63% of new mothers breast-

feed their babies.wean a baby (=start giving it solid food) What is the best age to 
wean a baby?lose a baby (=have a baby that dies when it is born too soon) She was 
three months pregnant when she lost the baby.abandon a baby (=leave your baby 

somewhere because you do not want it) The baby was found abandoned outside the 
hospital. | A disturbing number of babies are abandoned by their mothers.Don’t 

say She is waiting a baby. Say She is expecting a baby. Have a baby or be having a  

baby?If a woman has a baby, it is born: She had the baby at home (=it was born at  

home). You often use having a baby when saying that a woman is pregnant: My  

sister is having a baby and she has to go to hospital for regular check-ups. baby + 

VERBSa baby arrives (=it is born) I’d like to decorate the nursery before the baby 

arrives.a baby is conceived (=the woman becomes pregnant) The baby was 
conceived soon after they were married.a baby cries/screams The baby cried all 
night.a baby moves/kicks After about 20 weeks, you will feel the baby moving inside 

you.a baby is teething (=teeth are appearing in its mouth) If your baby starts crying 
a lot, he or she may be teething.a baby feeds (=drinks its milk) Don’t talk to the baby 
when he’s feeding.ADJECTIVESa young/small/little/tiny baby Young babies need a 

lot of sleep. | She’s just a little baby.a two-day-old/six-month-old etc baby You 
can’t go into work with a three-month-old baby.a newborn baby (=recently 
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born) There’s plenty of help and advice for people with newborn babies.an unborn 

baby (=not yet born) Drinking alcohol is bad for your unborn baby.a healthy 
baby She gave birth to a healthy baby girl.a contented baby (=usually 

happy) Danielle was a lovely contented baby.sb’s first/second etc baby Is this your 
first baby?a premature baby (=born before the normal time) Lesley’s baby was three 
weeks premature.a test-tube baby (=a baby that is produced when scientists put the 

sperm and the egg together and then put it into the mother’s body) She was the 
world’s first test-tube baby.a stillborn baby (=born dead) We offer help and support 
to parents of stillborn babies.an unwanted baby Unwanted babies were frequently 

abandoned in the streets.an illegitimate baby (=born to an unmarried mother) The 
number of illegitimate babies is rising.baby + NOUNSa baby boy/girl She’s just had a 
baby girl.a baby son/daughter/brother/sister The little boy now has a baby 

sister.the baby boom (=the period when a lot of babies are born) He was born in the 
baby boom of the 1960s.baby food/milk/clothes/seat/blanket etc The baby likes 
his new baby food.baby talk (=language used to talk to babies) He always spoke 

correctly – no baby talk.baby teeth (=the first set of teeth that fall out and are 
replaced by adult teeth)a baby monitor (=a piece of equipment that lets you hear a 
baby in a different room)baby wipes (=wet pieces of material you clean a baby with 

then throw away)THESAURUS: babytoddlera baby who has learned how to 

walk:The playground has a special area for toddlers.infant formala baby or a very  

young child:The disease is mainly found in infants.little one spoken informala baby, or  

a small child up to the age of about three:How old is your little one?youngthe babies  

of an animal or bird:Kangaroos carry their young in a pouch.littera group of baby 

animals that are born at the same time to the same mother:Our cat has just had a  

litter of six kittens.  
 

back1 /bæk/ noun [C]  1. part of the body on the opposite side from the stomach 

and chestADJECTIVESa bad/sore/aching back He suffers from a bad back.a stiff 

back I was suffering from a stiff back and needed to get some treatment.sb’s 
lower/upper back He felt a sharp pain in his lower back.a strong back He had 
a strong back and was used to carrying heavy loads.a broad back He had 

a broad powerful back and strong shoulders.VERBSyour back hurts/aches My back 
aches when I’ve been sitting in front of my computer for a long time.hurt/injure your 

back He hurt his back while playing basketball.lie on your back She was lying 
on her back, staring at the ceiling.massage sb’s back She 
gently massaged his back.hit/pat/slap sb on the back My father slapped me on the 

back to congratulate me.straighten your back She stood up 
and straightened her back.break your back She broke her back in two places after 
falling from her horse.an animal arches its back (=raises it in a curved shape) The 

cat arched its back and hissed at her.back + NOUNSa back pain/injury/problem More 
working days are lost in Britain through back problems than through any other single 
health problem.back trouble She’s still experiencing back trouble after the accident.a 

back muscle He was suffering from a strained back muscle.a back exercise I’ll have 
to do some back exercises in the gym.a back massage/rub She gave him a back 
massage to relieve the pain.a back specialist (=a doctor who specializes in back 

problems) I was sent to see a back specialist at the local hospital.PREPOSITIONSon 
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your back She was carrying a small child on her back.a pain in your back She 

complained of a pain in her back.with your back to sb/sth He was 
standing with his back to the wall.PHRASESkeep your back straight Keep your back 

straight and bend your knees when lifting things.turn your back on/to 
sb/sth She turned her back on him.give sb a pat/slap on the back He gave her a 
slap on the back and wished her luck.sit/stand back to back The two boys 

were standing back to back.the small of your back (=the lower part of your back 
where it curves) I keep getting a pain in the small of my back.2. the part of something 
that is furthest from the frontPREPOSITIONSthe back of sth I can see the back 

of their house from my window.at the back I could see a tin of tomatoes at the back of 
the cupboard.in the back We put our luggage in the back of the truck.down the 
back She found some coins that had fallen down the back of the sofa.around/round 

the back The incident had taken place around the back of the Berkeley 
cinema.to/towards the back She went towards the back of the hall. | He walked to 
the back of the classroom.PHRASESback to front (=the wrong way round so the back 

is where the front should be) He was wearing his pullover back to 

front.THESAURUS: backrearthe back part of a building or vehicle. Rear is more 

formal than back:The carpark is situated at the rear of the hotel. | They went  

around to the rear of the house.ANTONYMS → front1 
 
 
back2 adjective  at, on, or in the back of somethingNOUNSthe back page The 

sport is on the back page of the newspaper.the back row We were sitting in the back 
row of the cinema.the back door/entrance The thieves broke in through the back 
door.the back garden She was sitting in the back garden.the back end The back end 

of the truck hit our car.sb’s back teeth I have a pain in one of my back teeth.an 
animal’s back leg/paw The dog stretched out his back legs.a vehicle’s back 

seat She was sitting in the back seat of the car.THESAURUS: 

backrearseat | entrance | door | window | wall | wheel | end | partin the back 

part of a building or vehicle. Rear is more formal than back:The rear seats of the car  

are very comfortable. | A quiet street led to the rear entrance of her apartment  

block. | Miss Beard arrived at the rear door of the house. | He gave a wave through the 

rear window. | There was some damage to the rear end of the truck. | They went  

around to the rear part of the house.ANTONYMS → front2 
 
backfire verb  THESAURUS > fail (1) 

 

background /ˈbækɡraʊnd/ noun  1. the kind of family that someone has, or the 

kind of work or education experience someone has hadADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ backgrounddifferent backgrounds The two women come from totally different 
backgrounds.social background Universities aim to attract students from a wide 

range of social backgrounds.ethnic/cultural/religious background (=which race, 
culture, or religion your family comes from) London has people from every ethnic 
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background.class/socio-economic background (=the kind of class you come 

from) Smokers often come from poorer socio-economic backgrounds. | Class 
background is an important factor when it comes to jobs.a working-class/middle-

class/upper-class background She came from a comfortable middle-class 
background and she had never had to deal with these problems.a 
poor/deprived/disadvantaged background (=from a poor family) The school has a 

high percentage of children from disadvantaged backgrounds. | His poor 
background made it more difficult for him to become a doctor.a wealthy/privileged 
background (=from a rich family) All the top jobs were taken by people 

from privileged backgrounds.family background Many kids lack a stable family 
background.professional background Managers can come from a wide range 
of professional backgrounds.educational/academic background The interviewer will 

ask you about your educational background and work experience.VERBShave a 
background She has a scientific background, but is very interested in the 
arts.PREPOSITIONSfrom a ... background Young people from a 

wealthy background are more likely to go to university.a background in sth Students 
with a background in chemistry will probably find the course easier.PHRASEScome 
from a background Mark and I came from very similar backgrounds.a range of 

backgrounds People from a wide range of backgrounds go to watch football.2. the 
events and facts that explain why something happens in the way it does or why 
something is like it isVERBSgive the background also provide the 

background formal The guide gives a detailed background to the history of the 
area.form the background The work I did in 2005 forms the background to this 
research.explain the background Let me explain the background to the 

decision.ADJECTIVESthe historical/political background The article provides the 
historical background to the war.background + NOUNSbackground 
information/details He was able to give background information about the events 

leading up to the accident. | A visitors’ centre provides background details about the 
history of the abbey.background knowledge The students did not have 
any background knowledge of the subject.background reading This book is 

good background reading for anyone interested in military history.PREPOSITIONSthe 
background to sth The background to these concerns has been a deepening crisis in 
the economy.the background for sth His experiences during the war provided the 

background for much of his work.against a background of sth The decision was 
made against a background of political tension. 
 

backlog /ˈbæklɒg $ -lɒːg, -lɑːg/ noun  a large amount of work that you need to 

deal with, which should have been dealt with earlierADJECTIVESa 
large/huge/enormous/massive backlog The courts have a large backlog of cases.a 

growing backlog We have a growing backlog of problems.VERBShave a 
backlog I have a huge backlog of work to do.clear a backlog (=finish dealing with 
it) He had to stay late at the office to clear a backlog of paperwork.deal with a 

backlog The company is trying to deal with the backlog of orders as soon as possible.a 
backlog builds up (=it develops) A backlog of questions had built up. 
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bad /bæd/ adjective  1. not goodNOUNSa bad time/day/year It has been a bad 

time for many businesses. | She had just had a bad day at school.a bad 
situation/experience The situation was so bad that they didn’t know what to do.bad 
news I’m afraid I have some bad news.the bad thing/aspect/point The bad thing is 

the widening gap between rich and poor.a bad effect Alcohol has a very bad effect on 
your liver.a bad idea/decision I knew this was a bad idea.a bad mood/temper He 
was in a bad mood all morning.a bad grade/mark I got bad marks in my test.bad 

weather The plane was delayed by bad weather.bad luck It was bad luck that it 
rained on the day of our picnic.ADVERBSpretty bad It has been a pretty 
bad week.unbelievably/incredibly bad It is an unbelievably bad state of 

affairs.notoriously bad (=everyone knows that something is bad) Food at the 
restaurant is notoriously bad.VERBSget worse The situation is getting 
worse.PREPOSITIONSbad for sb/sth Some people say that meat is bad for your 

health.PHRASESsth is in (a) bad condition/a bad state The table was in bad 

condition.THESAURUS: 

badpoorquality | standard | condition | design | workmanship | performance |

 health | eyesight | diet | hygienebad – used especially when something is not as  

good as it should be. Poor is more formal than bad:There were complaints about  

the poor quality of the materials. | The house was in very poor condition when we first  

arrived. | People criticized the government’s poor performance. | A poor diet can lead 

to ill health. | The disease spread because of poor  

hygiene.disappointingstart | end | result | performance | sales | response | ne

ws | year | seasonnot as good as you hoped or expected:It was a disappointing  

start to the campaign. | Her exam results were disappointing. | The team has had 

a disappointing  

season.unpleasantexperience | surprise | shock | task | feeling | sensation | s

mell | taste | memorynot pleasant or enjoyable:Many people think a trip to the 

dentist is an unpleasant experience. | Changing a baby’s diaper is often an unpleasant  

task. | There was a rather unpleasant smell coming from the 

bin.negativeimpact | effect | results | consequences | reaction | feedback | pub

licitybad – used especially about effects or people’s reaction to something:The bad 

publicity had a negative impact on sales. | We are starting to see the negative 

effects of climate change. | This decision will have negative consequences for the 

economy. | There was a lot of negative feedback from viewers when the programme 

was shown. | The company was anxious to avoid any negative 

publicity.grimnews | future | prospect | reality | picture | reminder | warning | 

taskbad and worrying or depressing:Workers were given the grim news of the job  

losses. | His films show the grim reality of war. | The report paints a grim picture of  

conditions for women in the country (=it describes a bad 

situation).undesirable formalbehaviour | consequences | outcome | effects | sid

e-effectsbad and not wanted:The school works to reduce undesirable behaviour. | The 
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policy had some undesirable  

consequences.detrimentaleffect | impact | influence | consequencesa detrimental  

effect is bad because it causes harm:The detrimental effects of tourism can easily be 

seen. | The changes could have a detrimental impact on staff morale. | He believes  

that television has had a detrimental influence upon 

society.unfavourable formalconditions | circumstances | climate | response | re

actionunfavourable conditions are not good for doing something. An unfavourable  

reaction shows that you do not like or agree with  

something:The conditions are unfavourable for an agreement. | Under  

such unfavourable circumstances it was not possible to continue with the 

project. | Their request received an unfavourable response. You can also say that  

something is not very good: The restaurant looked nice but the food wasn’t very  

good. ANTONYMS → good (1)2. having a serious effect and causing problems, harm, 

or injuryNOUNSa bad accident Dan was injured in a bad accident on the freeway.a 

bad mistake Marrying him was the worst mistake she had ever made.a bad 
problem People don’t realise how bad the problem is.a bad injury/cut The player 
suffered a bad leg injury.a bad cold He had a bad cold and was 

sneezing.VERBSlook/sound bad The injury looked quite bad. Describing things  

that are badBad is a very common word. In more formal English, it is usually better  

to use more formal words such as serious, severe, or grave. THESAURUS: 

badseriousproblem | accident | injury | illness | disease | damage | crime | da

nger | trouble | consequences | blow | mistake | error | omissionbad – used 

especially when you want to emphasize how bad something is:Obesity is becoming 

a serious problem in many Western countries. | Her car was involved in a serious  

accident. | He has a serious illness that prevents him from working. | The fire  

caused serious damage. | Kidnapping is a serious crime. Don’t say a bad crime. Say a  

serious crime. Don’t say a bad disease/illness. Say a serious  

disease/illness. severedamage | problem | blow | pain | injury | depression | 

illness | flooding | droughtvery serious – used about problems, injuries, and 

illnesses:The building suffered severe damage in the explosion. | Her father’s death  

was a severe blow to her. | The disease causes severe pain in the 

chest.gravedanger | risk | threat | mistake | error | situation | consequences | 

problem | injusticevery bad and worrying, especially because people are in danger  

and the situation may get worse. Grave is more formal than serious or severe:The 

building is in grave danger of collapse. | The decision was a grave error. | If the trade 

negotiations fail, this could have grave consequences for the world  
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economy. | Terrorism is a grave problem. | The judge said that a grave injustice had 

been done to the two 

men.desperatesituation | shortage | need | battle | strugglea desperate situation  

is very bad and it does not seem possible that it will improve:We were in a desperate  

situation with no house and very little money. | There is a desperate shortage of food 

and medicine.acutepain | illness | shortage | problem | anxietyvery bad – used 

about a problem or about an illness that becomes bad very quickly:He was suffering  

from acute chest pains. | There is an acute shortage of nurses.3. not skilfulNOUNSa 

bad player/driver/singer There are a lot of bad drivers on the roads.a bad 

student/teacher He was a bad student who never did any work.a bad cook Not all 
men are bad cooks.bad French/Spanish etc The waiter’s English was as bad as my 
Spanish.a bad game/performance/speech etc He had one bad game for England 

but that doesn’t make him a bad player.a bad grade/mark I got a bad grade in 
English.a bad job (=used when someone did not do something well) The mechanics 
did a bad job on the engine.ADVERBSreally bad He’s a really 

bad swimmer.rather/pretty bad The singing was pretty 
bad.unbelievably/incredibly bad Her spelling is unbelievably bad.PREPOSITIONSbad 
at (doing) sth Scientists are often bad at communicating the importance of their 

work.THESAURUS: 

badpoorperformance | management | student | leader | manager | English | p

ronunciation | spelling | grammarbad. Poor is more formal than bad:The team 

gave a poor performance in Saturday’s game. | He was a very poor student in high  

school. | His English was poor and it was difficult to understand what he was  

saying.ANTONYMS → good (2)4. behaving in a way that is morally wrong, or doing 

things that you should not doNOUNSa bad man/woman He was a bad man and I 

knew I couldn’t trust him.a bad boy/girl/child/dog Don’t do that, you bad boy!bad 
behaviour You shouldn’t reward bad behaviour.a bad habit It’s difficult to break bad 

habits.THESAURUS: 

badnaughtychild | boy | girl | schoolboy | schoolgirl | doga naughty child or pet  

behaves badly:The children have been very naughty all morning. | Get down,  

you naughty dog!immoralbehaving in a way that is morally wrong:They believe that  

homosexuality is immoral. | Having a mistress is usually considered to be 

immoral.evilman | woman | person | spirit | dictator | tyrant | genius | master

mind | empire | deed | plan | intentionsdoing things that are very bad or cruel:He 

was described by police as one of the most evil and dangerous men in Britain. | The 

charm is believed to keep away evil spirits. | He was an evil dictator, responsible for  

the deaths of millions. | One day he will be punished for his evil deeds. | Although he 

beat her, she refused to help him with his evil  

plan.wickedwitch | man | woman | person | stepmother | thought | plan | thing

doing things that are very bad or cruel:The wicked witch turned him into a frog. | He 

was, in the judge’s words, a very wicked man. | She was a cruel and wicked woman to 
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let his father die in that dreadful place. | Mrs Hellyer and her family were not wicked 

people; she knew them. | His mind was full of wicked thoughts. | How dare you say 

such a wicked thing! Wicked or evil?Wicked and evil are very similar. Evil sounds  

even stronger than wicked. Wicked is often used in stories: a wicked witchThe main  

difference is collocation – you say an evil spirit (not a ‘wicked’ one) or an evil  

genius/mastermind/dictator (not a ‘wicked’ one). ANTONYMS → good (3) 

 

badly /ˈbædli/ adverb (worse /wɜːs $ wɜːrs/worst /wɜːst $ wɜːrst/)  to a great or 

serious degreeADJECTIVESbadly damaged Both cars were badly damaged in the 
accident.badly hurt/injured/wounded Fortunately no one was badly hurt.badly 
bruised/burned/swollen His face was badly burned. | Her ankle is still badly 

swollen after she fell last week.badly beaten (=hit very hard many times) He 
was badly beaten and stabbed.badly affected Albania was badly affected by industrial 
unrest.badly hit (=badly affected) Businesses have been badly hit by the economic 

slowdown.badly shaken (=very upset or frightened) Both boys were badly shaken by 
the incident.badly decomposed (=decayed by a natural process - used about dead 
bodies) The body was badly decomposed and had been in the water for a long 

time.VERBSwant sth badly Caroline wanted the job badly.miss sb badly (=feel very 
sad because you are not with someone you love) Lucy was missing Gary 

so badly.suffer badly The town suffered badly during the last war.hurt badly My leg 
was hurting badly.PHRASESbe badly in need of sth (=need something very much) He 
felt badly in need of some sleep.go badly wrong (=go wrong in a serious way) Things 

started to go badly wrong for Eric after he lost his job. 
 

 

bad-tempered /ˌbæd ˈtempəd/ adjective BrE  someone who is bad-tempered 

becomes easily annoyed and talks in an angry way to peopleNOUNSa bad-tempered 

man/woman Her husband was a disagreeable, bad-tempered man.a bad-tempered 

look/voice "What garden?" said Ben, in a bad-tempered voice. You can also use bad-

tempered about games in which there are a lot of angry arguments: In a bad-

tempered match, Jason Ramshaw had his jaw broken. VERBSget bad-

tempered He gets bad-tempered when he thinks about the future.PREPOSITIONSbe 
bad-tempered with sb I was wondering why she had been so bad-tempered with me 

recently.THESAURUS: bad-temperedmoodyoften becoming annoyed or  

unhappy, especially when there seems to be no good reason:Myra can be a  

bit moody sometimes. | a moody teenagerirritableeasily annoyed about small things,  

especially because you are tired, upset, or worried:I hadn’t had much sleep and was  

feeling tired and irritable. | Since Steve quit smoking, he’s been really  

irritable. | You’re turning into an irritable old man.grumpy/grouchyold man | old 

woman | person | moodeasily annoyed and often complaining about things – used 
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especially when talking about people you know well. These words sound much gentler  

and less critical than bad-tempered:I think I'm becoming a grumpy old woman. | She 

isn't usually a grumpy person. | He woke up in a grouchy mood. | There’s no need to  

be so grumpy!be in a bad/foul moodto be feeling annoyed or unhappy, so that you 

do not speak in a normal friendly way to people – used especially when this only lasts  

for a fairly short period of time and is not part of someone’s usual character:Leave him 

alone – he’s in a foul mood today. | By the time I got home at 9 o’clock, I was in a  

really bad mood.have/have got a short fuse informalto be likely to become angry  

very suddenly, especially in an unreasonable way:Be careful what you say to the 

Colonel – he’s got a very short fuse.cantankerous writtenold man | old womanbad-

tempered and complaining or quarrelling a lot – used especially about old people:The 

hotel owner was a cantankerous old woman. | In later years, she became quite  

cantankerous.THESAURUS: bad-tempered→ angry 

 

 

baffling /ˈ ɪŋ/ adjective  THESAURUS > confusing, mysterious 

 

bag /bæɡ/ noun  a container made of paper, cloth, plastic etc, used for carrying 

thingsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + baga plastic/paper bag Store the mushrooms in a paper 
bag in the fridge.a leather bag She was carrying a smart leather bag.a carrier 
bag (=for carrying shopping, usually made of plastic) The supermarket no longer gives 

free carrier bags.a shopping bag BrE a grocery bag especially AmE She loaded her 
shopping bags into the back of the car.a school bag Hey, don’t forget your school 
bag!a sports bag I noticed that the man was wearing trainers and carrying a sports 

bag.a bin bag/dustbin bag BrE a garbage bag AmE (=a plastic bag for putting 
waste in) Use the black bin bags provided by the council.a travel bag (=a suitcase or 
bag you take when travelling) Your travel bag must not weigh more than 15 kilos.a 

shoulder bag (=one that you carry over your shoulder) Big shoulder bags are 
fashionable this year.an overnight bag (=a small suitcase or bag for a short stay 
somewhere) I put some clothes in an overnight bag and got in the car.an evening 

bag (=a small bag that a woman takes out with her in the evening) She put her lipstick 
in a black velvet evening bag.a tote bag AmE (=a large bag for carrying things) She 
pulled a scarf out of her tote bag.a sponge/toilet bag (=for carrying your soap, 

toothpaste, shampoo etc) I left my sponge bag in the hotel bathroom.a clutch bag (=a 
small bag that a woman holds in one hand) For the evening all you need is a 
little clutch bag.a beach bag (=to take to the beach) I bought a big striped beach 

bag. Handbag is written as one word. VERBScarry a bag Let me carry the bags.put 

sth in a bag She put her make-up in her bag.open/close a bag The customs 

officer opened my bag.pack a bag (=put things in it preparing to go 
somewhere) Mum packed a bag for a day at the beach.unpack a bag She unpacked 
her bags and put her clothes away.empty a bag I’ve emptied my bags and I still can’t 

find it.look/search/rummage (around) in a bag (=search for something in a 
bag) Ivor was rummaging in the bag for his camera.a bag contains sth The bag 
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contained some old clothes.a bag holds sth I don’t think that bag will hold all those 

books.PREPOSITIONSin a bag What’s in the bag?a bag of sth There was a bag of 
potatoes on the kitchen counter. 

 
 
 

baggage /ˈbæɡɪdʒ/ noun  the cases, bags etc you carry when 

travelling GrammarBaggage is an uncountable noun. It is not used in the plural.  

Don’t say baggages. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + baggagehand baggage (=bags that you 

are allowed to carry with you onto a plane) You are only allowed one item of hand 
baggage on the plane.excess baggage (=baggage that weighs more than you are 
allowed to take on a plane) Passengers will be charged for excess baggage.VERBS 

+ baggagecheck (in) your baggage (=take it to the desk at an airport when you 
confirm your arrival for a flight) I checked in my baggage and waited for my 
flight.carry your baggage Passengers have to carry their baggage onto the ship.pick 

up/collect your baggage After picking up our baggage, we went to the arrivals hall to 
meet my parents.search/go through your baggage Customs officers went 
through everyone’s baggage.screen baggage (=put it through a machine to search 

it) It is common practice to screen all passengers and baggage at airports.baggage + 

NOUNSbaggage allowance (=the amount of baggage you are allowed to take on a 

plane) There’s a 20 kilo baggage allowance.the baggage compartment (=the place 
on a plane, train, bus, or ship where baggage is carried) I put my briefcase into the 
overhead baggage compartment.baggage reclaim also baggage claim AmE (=the 

place where you collect your baggage after a flight) We waited for almost an hour 
in baggage reclaim.a baggage trolley BrE a baggage cart AmE Wait here while I go 
and get a baggage trolley.a baggage car (=the part of a train where baggage is 

carried) The guard locked the baggage car behind us.a baggage room AmE (=a place 
in a station, where you can leave your bags and collect them later) I’ll meet you in 
the baggage room at the Greyhound station.a baggage handler (=one of the people 

who put baggage on and off planes) A strike by baggage handlers caused major flight 
delays.PHRASESan item/piece of baggage How many pieces of baggage do you 
have? 

 

bail /beɪl/ noun  money left with a court of law to make sure that a prisoner will 

return when his or her trial startsPHRASESbe released/freed on bail also be 
remanded on bail BrE (=be given bail and allowed to stay out of prison, usually until 

a trial takes place) The men were released on police bail after spending 24 hours in 
custody. | Barlow was remanded on bail until the trial date.apply/ask for bail The 
defendant did not apply for bail during the 15-minute court hearing.be held without 

bail The judge ordered that Jones be held without bail. | He is being held without 
bail pending another hearing.VERBSbe granted/given bail Smith was granted 
bail when magistrates adjourned the case.be refused bail Carter has been refused 

bail and will remain in custody.get bail His wife says he hopes to get bail.set 
bail (=say how much bail someone must pay) Judge Philip Moscone set bail at $2 
million. | Bail was set at $30,000.post bail also put up bail (=pay the amount set as 

bail) He had to post bail of $100,000 before he could fly home to Canada. | Why can’t 
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you ask your father to put up bail for you?oppose bail (=ask a judge not to grant 

bail) The Essex police opposed bail, and Mathews was remanded in custody.jump 
bail also skip bail BrE (=not return for your trial as you promised) He jumped bail and 

fled the country.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + bailpolice bail BrE (=bail given to someone by 
the police while deciding whether to charge them with a crime) She was released 
on police bail.conditional/unconditional bail (=bail which has or does not have rules 

and conditions) Both men were given unconditional bail by the court.bail + NOUNSa bail 
application also an application for bail He was remanded in custody last Tuesday 
and will make a fresh bail application tomorrow. | The judge refused his application for 

bail.a bail condition As one of his bail conditions, Jones was ordered to stay in 
Manchester.a bail hearing (=a meeting of a court, that decides whether someone 
should be given bail) His bail hearing is set for 9 November.a bail bond (=a sum of 

borrowed money left with a court by the person receiving bail) You are covered for 
a bail bond of up to £5,000 under your motor insurance policy.a bail bondsman (=a 
person or company that provides bail bonds)a bail hostel (=a place for people on bail 

who do not have a permanent home) He was sent to a bail hostel in Bristol until the 
case came to trial.PREPOSITIONSon bail Carpenter is free on bail while he appeals his 
conviction. | She was murdered by a man who was out on bail for assault. 
 

bake /beɪk/ verb [I,T]  to cook bread, cake, and other food in an oven, using dry 

heatADVERBSfreshly/newly baked I love the smell of freshly 
baked bread.NOUNSbake bread We bake all our own bread.bake a 

cake/pie/pizza She’s going to bake a cake for his birthday. | We decided to bake an 
apple pie.bake a potato Bake the potatoes in a pre-heated oven for 15 minutes.bake 

fish Bake the fish slowly. Bake or roast?You usually use roast about meat. When  

you roast potatoes or other vegetables, you cook them in an oven using oil or fat  

from meat. You usually use bake about bread and cakes. When you bake potatoes,  

you cook them in an oven using dry heat only. THESAURUS: bake→ cook1  

 
 

balance /ˈbæləns/ noun  1. your ability to stand or walk steadily, without 

fallingVERBSlose your balance (=become unsteady) He suddenly felt weak and 

he lost his balance and fell over. | She nearly lost her balance as the bus suddenly 
moved forward.keep your balance (=stay steady) The sea was so rough that it was 
hard to keep my balance.regain/recover your balance (=become steady again) He 

held on to the rope until he regained his balance.knock/throw sb off balance The 
punch was hard enough to knock him off balance.PREPOSITIONSoff balance The 
branch knocked him off balance and he fell off his bicycle.PHRASESa sense of 

balance Cats have a good sense of balance.2. a situation in which there is the right 
relationship between thingsADJECTIVESa good/healthy balance I try to eat a good 
balance of fish, meat, and fresh vegetables. | Are you eating a healthy balance of 

foods?a fine balance (=hard to achieve) She manages to strike the fine 
balance between being a boss and being a mom.a delicate balance (=easily 
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damaged) Too much carbon dioxide in the atmosphere upsets the delicate balance of 

gases.the right/proper/correct balance With sport, you have to find the right 
balance between competition and fun.the natural balance These chemicals will upset 

the natural balance of the pond.the ecological balance Human activity is ruining the 
ecological balance of our planet.the political/military balance By this time, the 
political balance in the Cabinet had altered.VERBSget/find/achieve/strike a 

balance (=succeed in getting the balance right) Finding the right balance between 
home and work is difficult. | It is necessary to strike a balance between the needs of 
employers and employees.keep/maintain/preserve a balance Try to keep a 

balance between your spending and your earnings. | A business must maintain a 
balance between profit and financial risk.upset/disturb/disrupt the balance (=make 
it less equal or correct) They don’t want to upset the delicate balance of power in the 

region.change/alter/shift the balance Will this election alter the balance of power in 
the Senate? | We want to shift the balance towards preventing the disease rather than 
treating it.redress/restore the balance (=make it equal or correct again) What can 

be done to redress the balance in favour of the victims of crime?the balance 
changes/alters/shifts After the strike, the balance of power had changed in favour of 
the workers.PREPOSITIONSa balance between things You won’t be happy unless you 

keep a balance between work and leisure.PHRASESthe balance of power The US 
wants to see the balance of power in Asia maintained.the balance of nature Cutting 
down the forests seriously upsets the balance of nature.your work–life 

balance (=between your work and the rest of your life) He is finding it difficult to get a 
good work–life balance. 
 

balanced /ˈbælənst/ adjective  THESAURUS > fair, healthy (2) 
 
 

bald /bɔːld $ bɒːld/ adjective  having little or no hair on your headVERBSgo 

bald He started going bald when he was in his thirties.bald + NOUNSa bald head The 
professor was a small man with a bald head.a bald patch/spot He had a bald patch at 

the back of his head.a bald man A large bald man was sitting opposite 
me.ADVERBScompletely/totally bald My father went completely bald when he was in 
his early forties.almost bald His head was almost bald, except for a few hairs at the 

back.prematurely bald (=bald at an unusually young age) He was tall 
and prematurely bald. 
 

 

ball /bɔːl $ bɒːl/ noun  a round object that is thrown, kicked, or hit in a game or 

sportVERBS + ballthrow a ball Suzy threw the ball to Matthew.catch a ball He’s 

useless at baseball; he can’t even catch a ball.play with a ball The dog was playing 
with a tennis ball.bounce a ball He was in the yard bouncing a ball against the 
wall.hit/kick/strike a ball He swung the bat and hit the ball as hard as he 

could. | Greg kicked the ball to Will.head the ball (=hit a ball with your head in a 
game of football) Rooney headed the ball into the top corner.pass a ball (=kick or 
throw it to someone) He passed the ball to his team-mate.get/win the ball Then the 

Cowboys managed to get the ball again.miss the ball (=not catch or hit it) I was 
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trying hard but I kept missing the ball.drop the ball He ran in to score when the 

keeper dropped the ball.control the ball (=make it move in the direction that you 
want) The striker took one touch to control the ball and another to score.cross the 

ball (=kick a ball across a playing area) He ran to the byline and crossed the ball into 
the penalty box.run with the ball His ability to run with the ball and score goals is first 
class.give away/lose the ball (=pass it to the opposing team) If you 

keep giving the ball away in midfield, eventually the other team will punish 
you.keep/retain the ball (=not give it to the opposing team) Teams like Arsenal and 
Barcelona are masters at keeping the ball.ball + VERBSa ball rolls The ball rolled just 

past the hole.a ball bounces In tennis, the ball must only bounce once.a ball 
flies/sails/soars (=moves through the air) The ball flew over the goalkeeper’s head 
and into the net.a ball rebounds (=hits something and moves back and away from it 

again) The ball hit the goalpost and rebounded.a ball hits/strikes sth The ball hit the 
ground once before bouncing over the line.NOUNS + balla 
tennis/cricket/golf/rugby/soccer ball She was practising hitting golf balls.a ping-

pong ball A ping-pong ball is very light.a billiard/snooker/pool ball He hit the 
snooker ball into the pocket.a bowling ball The bowling ball knocked down all the 
skittles.a beach ball (=a large light ball used on the beach) Dad, will you blow up the 

beach ball?ball + NOUNSa ball game I’m not very good at ball games.ball skills His 

main assets are his amazing ball skills and a tremendous work-rate. In American  

English, a ball game means a baseball game: We watched the ball game on TV.  

 
 

 

ballet /ˈbæleɪ $ bæˈleɪ, ˈbæleɪ/ noun  a performance in which dancing and music 

tell a story without any speakingADJECTIVESclassical ballet I love watching classical 

ballet, because the dancers always look so graceful.modern ballet In modern ballet, 
the dancers do not have to wear special ballet shoes.VERBSgo to the ballet I 
sometimes go to the ballet at Covent Garden.perform a 

ballet Tchaikovsky’s ballet was performed for the first time in 1877.study/learn 
ballet He won a scholarship to study ballet in London.teach ballet She teaches 
ballet in a small private studio.ballet + NOUNSa ballet dancer She trained as a 

classical ballet dancer.ballet dancing Ballet dancing is much less popular among 
men.a ballet class/lesson When I was a child, my mother sent me to ballet lessons.a 
ballet school He studied at the Royal Ballet School.a ballet teacher Volkova was the 

best ballet teacher in London.a ballet company (=a group of dancers who perform 
together) The National Ballet Company will give a performance of ‘Sleeping 
Beauty’.ballet shoes She needs a new pair of ballet shoes.ballet music She was 

sitting in her chair listening to Tchaikovsky ballet music. 
 

balloon /bəˈluːn/ noun [C]  1. a small rubber bag that is filled with air and used 

as a decoration or toyVERBSblow up a balloon also inflate a balloon formal She 
helped me blow up the balloons for the children’s party.burst a 
balloon He burst the balloon with a pin.a balloon floats I watched the balloon float up 

into the air.2. a large thing that is filled with gas, which flies in the skyNOUNS 

+ balloona hot-air balloon He wants to go for a trip in a hot-air balloon.a barrage 
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balloon (=a large balloon that floats in the air to prevent enemy planes from flying 

near the ground) Barrage balloons were used mainly against low-flying 
aircraft.PHRASESgo up in a balloon We went up in a balloon over the mountains.a 

balloon comes down The balloon came down in the middle of a field.balloon + 

NOUNSa balloon flight/ride Enjoy a balloon flight over the Yarra Valley.a balloon 
race They set off yesterday on a transatlantic hot-air balloon race. 

 
 

ballot /ˈbælət/ noun  an occasion when people vote, usually in 

secretADJECTIVES/NOUNS + ballota secret ballot (=one in which nobody knows how 

any other person has voted) The chairman is chosen in a secret ballot.a national 
ballot There was a national ballot to choose a new leader.a strike ballot The union 
held a strike ballot.the first/second/final etc ballot In the first ballot, none of the 

leadership candidates won a clear majority of the votes.a postal ballot (=one where 
people send in their votes by post) The result of the postal ballot should be known in a 
month.VERBShold/organize a ballot The workers have organized a ballot to decide 

whether or not to go on strike.ballot + NOUNSa ballot paper (=a piece of paper on 
which people put a cross to show how they wish to vote) The ballot papers are being 

counted.a ballot box (=a box in which voters put their ballot papers) The minister was 
photographed putting his ballot paper in the ballot box.PREPOSITIONSin a ballot He 
got more than half the vote in a ballot of 200,000 party members.by ballot The vote 

will be decided by ballot. 
 
 

 
 

ban /bæn/ noun  an official order that prevents something from being used or 

doneVERBSput a ban on sth also place/impose a ban on sth formal The 

government imposed a ban on smoking in public areas.lift a ban (=end it) Following 
protests, the ban was lifted.support/oppose a ban Would you support a ban on 
plastic bags?give sb a ban/get a ban He was given a three-match ban after being 

sent off against Cologne. | You could get a ban for dangerous driving.face a 
ban He faced a four-year ban after failing a drugs test.enforce a ban (=make sure 

that people obey it) The police don’t seem to be enforcing the ban.break/defy a 
ban (=not obey it) They have openly defied the international ban on torture.comply 
with a ban (=obey it) Some countries refused to comply with the ban.serve a 

ban (=not be able to do something for a period of time because of it) After serving a 
two-year ban, he returned to competition in 2006.a ban applies to/covers sth (=it 
concerns something) It is a blanket ban covering all marches.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ bana complete/total ban They are seeking a complete ban on nuclear testing.an 
outright/all-out ban (=a complete ban – used for emphasis) An outright ban on gun 
ownership would not prevent gun crimes, because many guns are owned illegally.a 

blanket ban (=including all possible cases or types) They imposed a blanket ban on 
beef products from Europe.a permanent ban (=forever) Many people think there 
should be a permanent ban on whale hunting.a lifetime ban He faces a lifetime 

ban from athletics.an immediate ban The group has called for an immediate ban on 
fur farming.a three-year/six-month etc ban She got a twelve-month ban for 
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drinking and driving.a temporary ban There is a temporary ban on fishing in the area, 

in order to give fish stocks a chance to recover.an international/worldwide/global 
ban (=everywhere in the world) He called for an international ban on landmines.a 

nationwide ban (=everywhere in a country) There was a nationwide ban on strikes.a 
constitutional ban (=written in a country’s system of rules) Many Republicans want a 
constitutional ban on abortion.an export/import ban There is an export ban on this 

type of technology.a driving ban BrE He was given a three-year driving ban and a 
fine.an advertising ban Is an advertising ban a denial of freedom of speech?a 
chemical weapons ban a global chemical weapons banPREPOSITIONSa ban on 

sth They want a total ban on cigarette advertising.PHRASEScall for a ban (=say there 
should be one) Senators called for a ban on French products.a ban comes into 
effect/force (=it starts being used) The ban will come into force on March 29th. 

 
 

banana /bəˈnɑːnə $ -ˈnæ-/ noun  a long curved tropical fruit with a yellow 

skinVERBSeat a banana The monkey was eating a banana.have a 

banana I had a banana for breakfast.peel a banana (=take off the 
skin) She peeled the banana and began eating it.pick a 

banana The bananas are picked when they are still green.ADJECTIVESa ripe 
banana These bananas aren’t ripe yet.a green/unripe banana Green bananas should 
be left a day or two to ripen.banana + NOUNSa banana skin/peel You can put 

the banana skin in the bin.a banana tree/plant Banana trees grow well in hot 
countries.a banana plantation He is working on a banana plantation in Queensland.a 
banana grower/producer Ecuador is the largest banana producer in the world.a 

banana leaf The dish consists of stuffed aubergines baked in a banana leaf. Banana  

skin or banana peel?British speakers usually say banana skin. American speakers  

can say banana skin or banana peel. PHRASESa bunch of bananas He bought 

a bunch of bananas at the supermarket.a kilo/pound of bananas A kilo of 
bananas costs £1.50. 

 
 

band /bænd/ noun [C]  a group of musicians, especially a group that plays 

popular musicADJECTIVES/NOUNS + banda rock/jazz/pop/blues etc band Charlie 
was a drummer in a jazz band before he joined the Rolling Stones.the school 
band Helen plays the trumpet in the school band.a live band (=one that is actually 

playing music, not a recording of someone playing music) There’s a live band at the 
club on Saturday nights. | The entertainment includes a disco and live band.a boy 
band/girl band (=consisting of attractive teenage boys or girls) He used to sing in 

a boy band.a brass band (=a band of brass instruments such as trumpets and 
trombones) A brass band was playing in the park.a big band (=a large jazz band) Big 
bands were popular back in the 1940s.a dance band (=one that plays music you can 

dance to) On stage, a dance band was playing swing tunes.a military 
band (=musicians who play music on military occasions) She liked military bands and 
the exciting music they played.a marching band (=musicians who march as they 

play) The Ohio state marching band was at the front of the parade.a one-man 
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band (=a street musician who plays several instruments at the same time) The 

entertainers included clowns, jugglers and a one-man band.a tribute band (=one that 
plays the songs of a famous group, and tries to sound and look like them) We went to 

see an Abba tribute band last night.a steel band (=a group of musicians playing 
special steel drums) I could hear the sound of steel band playing in the distance.VERBS 

+ bandplay/sing in a band (=be a musician or singer in a band) Budd played in a 

rock band.join a band He started learning the saxophone and joined the 
school band.form a band (=start one) They formed their own band and released a 
single.Don’t say make a band.lead a band (=be the lead singer, musician, or 

conductor of a band) He led his own blues band in Memphis during the 1950s.conduct 
a band (=stand in front and direct how they play) During the set, he was invited up 
to conduct the band.leave/quit a band Brian quit the band halfway through the 

tour.band + VERBSa band performs/plays The band is performing live on Saturday 
night. | The band was playing a song by the Beatles.a band strikes up (=starts 
playing) The band struck up the national anthem.a band records sth The band has 

finished recording several songs for the new album.a band releases a song/record 
etc (=makes it available for people to buy) The band has just released a new song.a 
band tours (=plays in several different cities or countries) The band plans to tour the 

UK next summer.band + NOUNSa band member/member of a band He was one of 
the original band members.a band leader (=the conductor of a brass band, military 
band, or big band) Glenn Miller was one of America’s favorite big band 

leaders.PREPOSITIONSin a band All the guys in the band had long hair.with a 
band We were the backing singers with his original band. 

 

bang /bæŋ/ noun  a sudden loud noiseADJECTIVESa loud bang I was woken by 

a loud bang on the front door.a big bang There was a big bang, followed by a cloud of 
smoke.a huge/massive/terrific/tremendous bang also an almighty bang BrE The 
bomb exploded with a massive bang.VERBSmake a bang The washing machine made a 

loud bang and stopped working.go bang (=make a sudden loud noise) I was driving 
along the road when the engine suddenly went bang!hear a bang She heard a sudden 
loud bang outside her window.PREPOSITIONSwith a bang The door shut with a bang. 

 

bank /bæŋk/ noun  1. a business that keeps and lends 

moneyADJECTIVES/NOUNS + banka big/large/major bank Deutsche Bank is one of 
Germany’s major banks.a high street bank (=one of the ordinary banks that most 

people use) There’s a lot of competition between the major high street banks.a 
commercial bank (=an ordinary bank, or one that deals with large businesses) What 

was the role of UK commercial banks in the debt crisis?an investment/merchant 
bank (=one that buys and sells stocks and shares etc) Investment banks are able to 
earn huge amounts of money.a central bank (=the main financial authority in a 

country) The Bundesbank is the central bank of Germany.a savings bank (=one that 
accepts your savings and provides mortgages) If I were you I would keep your money 
in a savings bank.a clearing bank (=one of the banks in Britain that uses a central 

office when dealing with other banks) large commercial customers of the clearing 
banksthe World Bank (=an international organization providing financial help to 
developing countries) The road building was funded by the World Bank.VERBS + bankgo 

to the bank I have to go to the bank at lunchtime.pay sth into the 
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bank She paid the cheque into the bank.take sth out of the bank He took 1,000 

euros out of the bank on Friday.borrow sth from a bank You may be able to borrow 
some money from the bank.rob a bank They killed four policemen while robbing a 

bank.bail out a bank (=give it financial help to stop it failing) Is it right that 
governments use taxpayers’ money to bail out banks?bank + VERBSa bank 
lends/loans sth The bank lent me £10,000 to help me start the business.a bank 

funds/finances sth (=it provides the money for something) The banks financing the 
project have been asked for more money.a bank issues sth (=it provides 
something) Banks issue credit cards to millions of people every year.a bank charges 

(sb) sth Banks charge interest on bank loans.a bank collapses/crashes (=it 
suddenly fails) They lost all their savings when the bank collapsed.bank + NOUNSa 
bank account I’ll put the money into my bank account today.your bank 

balance (=the amount of money in your bank account at a particular time) You can 
check your bank balance online.a bank statement (=a list showing all the payments 
into and out of a bank account) I used to get a written bank statement once a month, 

but now I have to look online.a bank loan What’s the interest rate on your bank 
loan?a bank robber/robbery The bank robbers were never caught. | Extra security 
was introduced after the bank robbery.a bank card You can withdraw money using 

your bank card.a bank note (=a piece of paper money) He paid with a $10 bank 
note.a bank manager Could I make an appointment with the bank manager, please?a 
bank clerk (=a junior worker in a bank) He began his career as a bank clerk.bank 

charges Will I have to pay bank charges on this account?PREPOSITIONSin a bank We 
have very little money in the bank.2. land along the side of a river, lake, or 
canalADJECTIVES/NOUNS + banka river/canal bank He runs along the canal 

bank every morning.the far/opposite/other bank (=the one furthest from 
you) There was no bridge to get to the opposite bank.VERBSa river bursts its 
banks (=the banks collapse and water comes over them) The river had burst its 

banks and water was pouring down the streets.PREPOSITIONSon the banks of sth He 
enjoys fishing on the banks of the River Tees.along the banks of sth A row of houses 
was built along the banks of the river.3. a large sloping mass of earth, sand, snow 

etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS + banka steep bank There’s a steep bank looking onto the 
football ground.a grassy bank She was sitting on a grassy bank, reading.a muddy 
bank Children would slide down the muddy bank on plastic bags.a sand bank In the 

middle of the shallow water was a sand bank.PREPOSITIONSa bank of sth She was 
injured when she skied into a bank of snow.down/up a bank He ran down the 
bank after the dog. | I could see John further up the bank. 

 

bankrupt /ˈbæŋkrʌpt/ adjective  without enough money to pay what you 

oweVERBSgo bankrupt The firm went bankrupt before the building work was 

completed.be made bankrupt also be declared bankrupt formal (=a court officially 
says someone is bankrupt) Her father was made bankrupt and they had to move out of 
their home.ADVERBSalmost/nearly/virtually bankrupt The country was virtually 

bankrupt when he took over. In everyday English, you say that a company goes out  

of business when it cannot continue trading.In more formal or technical English, you  

say that a company or person is insolvent (=they do not have enough money to pay  
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their debts). You can also say that a company goes into liquidation (=it closes and  

sells off everything it has in order to try to pay off its debts).  

 

 

bankruptcy /ˈbæŋkrʌptsi/ noun (plural bankruptcies)  the state of being 

officially unable to pay your debtsVERBSface bankruptcy The company now faces 

bankruptcy.be forced into/driven into bankruptcy Many small firms are 
being forced into bankruptcy.avoid bankruptcy The airline narrowly avoided 
bankruptcy.bankruptcy + NOUNSa bankruptcy order The court will not make 

a bankruptcy order unless it is satisfied that the individual cannot pay his 
debts.bankruptcy proceedings (=the official process of declaring that a company or 
person is bankrupt) The firm became subject to bankruptcy proceedings.a bankruptcy 

court The London Bankruptcy Court was told that Pearlman had debts of more than 
two million pounds.bankruptcy laws Changes are needed to prevent people who can 
repay their debts from hiding behind bankruptcy laws.PHRASESbe close to 

bankruptcy The company was close to bankruptcy following a massive drop in 
profits.be on the verge/brink/edge of bankruptcy (=close to bankruptcy) He 
was on the verge of bankruptcy, with debts of over £800,000.go into bankruptcy The 

business went into bankruptcy, owing their customers more than 12 million dollars.file 
for bankruptcy (=officially ask to be declared bankrupt) The company filed for 

bankruptcy, revealing a net debt of more than $18 billion. 
 

bar /bɑː $ bɑːr/ noun  1. a place where alcoholic drinks are servedVERBSgo 

to/into a bar Tony went into the bar and ordered a drink.drink in a bar He spent all 

day drinking in a bar.hang out in a bar informal (=spend a lot of time in a bar) I was 
lonely, so I started hanging out in my local bar.run a bar (=be in charge of a bar) Mr 
Mills and his wife had been running the bar for two years.NOUNS + bara hotel 

bar Would you like to have a drink in the hotel bar?a cocktail bar We arranged to 
meet in a cocktail bar before going out to dinner.a wine bar He took me to a 
trendy wine bar.a karaoke bar (=where people sing a popular song while a machine 

plays the music) The karaoke bar across the street was even noisier than usual.a 
singles bar (=a bar where people who are not married or in a relationship can 

meet) We met in a singles bar.ADJECTIVESa public bar BrE (=a room in a public house 
where drinks are sold at lower prices than in other rooms) The public bar was full of 
workmen.a licenced bar BrE (=one with a licence to sell alcohol) The restaurant has 

a licenced bar.a gay bar It took me a minute to realize that I had walked into a gay 
bar.bar + NOUNSbar staff The bar staff began clearing up at the end of the evening.a 
bar owner/manager A bar owner can lose their licence for selling alcohol to someone 

under 18.a bar fight He got in a bar fight over a girl.bar snacks (=food, such as 
crisps or nuts, that is served in some bars) The pub has a good selection of beers 
and bar snacks.a bar stool Ken sat on a bar stool and ordered a beer.PREPOSITIONSin 

a bar I ended up in a bar near the station.at the bar Several people were at the bar, 

waiting to be served. Bar or pub?In American English, people usually say bar.In  

British English, people usually say pub.A bar is used about part of another building  
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such as a hotel or restaurant: They arranged to meet in the hotel bar. The bar also  

means the counter where you can go to buy drinks: He went over to the bar and  

ordered another pint of beer. THESAURUS: bar→ piece2. a place where you can 

buy a particular kind of food or non-alcoholic drinkNOUNS + bara coffee bar I arranged 
to meet her in the student coffee bar.a sandwich/snack bar I usually get something 

from the sandwich bar for lunch.a salad bar (=a part of a restaurant where you can 
serve yourself to a range of salads) When you’ve chosen your pizza, please help 
yourself from the salad bar.a burger bar (=an informal restaurant selling burgers and 

fast food) The kids all hang out at the local burger bar.a juice bar (=a place selling 
fruit juices, usually freshly made) The leisure centre also has a restaurant and a juice 
bar.a sushi bar (=that sells Japanese dishes, which consist mainly of pieces of fish on 

rice) Have you tried that new sushi bar in town?a tapas bar (=a bar or informal 
restaurant serving small dishes of Spanish food) Madrid is full of great tapas bars. 
 

barbaric /bɑːˈbærɪk $ bɑːr-/ adjective  THESAURUS > cruel (1) 

 

barbecue also barbeque AmE /ˈbɑːbɪkjuː $ ˈbɑːr-/ noun  a meal in which food 

is cooked on a metal frame over a fire outdoors, or the frame used for cooking this 
mealVERBShave a barbecue We’re having a barbecue this evening.cook sth on a 
barbecue Dad is cooking sausages on the barbecue.barbecue + NOUNSbarbecue 

sauce Pour the barbecue sauce over the grilled chicken. 
 

bare /beə $ ber/ adjective  THESAURUS > empty, naked (1) 

 

 

bargain /ˈbɑːɡən, ˈbɑːɡɪn $ ˈbɑːr-/ noun  something you buy very cheaply or for 

much less than its usual priceADJECTIVESa good/great bargain I got some great 

bargains in the sales. | Lunch is £19.50 and it is a really good bargain.an 
amazing/incredible/fantastic/terrific bargain The house they bought was 
an amazing bargain.a real bargain You can sometimes pick up a real bargain in the 

local market.an absolute bargain I think £100 for a year’s membership at a gym is 
an absolute bargain.VERBSlook/search/hunt for a bargain In January the stores are 
full of people looking for bargains.get a bargain Shoppers always like to think they 

are getting a bargain.find a bargain If you shop around, you might find a bargain.pick 
up/snap up a bargain informal (=find one) You can often pick up a bargain at an 
auction.bargain + NOUNSa bargain price In the sales you can get a fully fitted kitchen 

at a bargain price. | Good watches don’t come at bargain prices.a bargain buy At 
£3.99, this app is a real bargain buy.a bargain hunter (=someone looking for a 
bargain) Bargain hunters queued for hours before the store opened.bargain 

hunting We went bargain hunting in the January sales.the bargain basement (=part 
of a large shop below ground, where the price of goods is reduced) Everything is 

reduced to clear in the bargain basement! 
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barrier /ˈbæriə $ -ər/ noun  a problem, rule etc that prevents people from doing 

something, or limits what they can do GrammarOften plural. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ barriertrade barriers Removing trade barriers helps to create a free market. | He 

advocated the removal of trade barriers.the language barrier (=the problem of not 
understanding people who speak a different language) Living in China was hard for me 
at first because of the language barrier.cultural/racial/class/social barriers Dr King 

helped African Americans overcome the racial barriers that held them back for so 
long.artificial barriers I think the artificial barriers created by society lead to conflict 
between the sexes.a psychological barrier Being unemployed for a long time creates 

a psychological barrier to getting a job.technical/legal/political barriers Most of 
the technical barriers have been solved.bureaucratic barriers This is one of many 
bureaucratic barriers preventing trade.regulatory barriers Regulatory barriers have 

been an obstacle to international co-operation between police forces.VERBSput 
up/build barriers also erect barriers formal Sometimes managers put up barriers, 
which can make it hard for staff to communicate with them.create/set up 

barriers Creating trade barriers may protect jobs in the short term, but will eventually 
lead to job losses.remove/eliminate/get rid of/lift barriers Will changing the 
law remove all the barriers to trade?break down/tear down barriers The 

social barriers between the two communities have gradually broken down.cross 
barriers also transcend barriers formal (=avoid barriers that usually exist) Music has 
this wonderful ability to cross cultural barriers.reduce/lower barriers We should be 

trying to reduce barriers between social classes, not create them.overcome 
barriers (=deal with them successfully) There are still 
many barriers to overcome.barriers stop/hinder sb/sth She did not let 

social barriers stop her from achieving her goal.PREPOSITIONSa barrier to sth The 
high cost of childcare remains the biggest barrier to women returning to work.a barrier 
between sb/sth His stupid pride had become a barrier between them. 

 
 

base1 /beɪs/ noun  1. the bottom part of somethingADJECTIVESa heavy 

base The lamp’s heavy base prevents it from tipping over.a 
round/square/triangular/circular base Each of the columns supporting the wall 
stands on a square base.a metal/wooden/concrete base You need a frying pan with 

a solid metal base.PREPOSITIONSthe base of sth The base of the statue is made of 
stone.2. a place from where an organization or group does its 
activitiesADJECTIVES/NOUNS + basea military/naval/air/air-force base Clark Air 

Base was the largest air base outside the US.sb’s home base The company controls its 
world operations from its home base in Detroit.VERBShave a base The 
airline has its base in London.establish a base The company wants 

to establish a base in Europe.build a base The US began building military bases inside 
Afghanistan.base + NOUNSbase camp The mountaineers set up base camp at the foot 
of the mountain.3. a starting point for doing somethingADJECTIVESa good/excellent 

base His work provided a good base for other scientists.a solid/firm/strong 
base (=one that you can build upon) Learning to play the piano gave me a solid 
base for learning other instruments.a sound/secure base (=one that is dependable 

and will not change) A degree provides you with a sound base on which to build your 
career.a broad base (=one that includes many different things or people) The first 
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year of the course aims to provide students with a broad base of 

knowledge.VERBShave a base The family now have a solid base on which to build for 
the future.provide a base This report will provide the base for future discussions.build 

a base The company aims to build its customer base by 50%.give sb a base/provide 
sb with a base His research provided us with a good base for our 
work.PREPOSITIONSa base for sth Their manufacturing industry should provide a 

secure base for future growth.4. the people, organizations etc that are needed for 
someone or something to be successfulADJECTIVES/NOUNS + basea power base (=the 
people in an area whose support makes a politician or political group powerful) The 

party’s traditional power base is in the north of the country.an economic/monetary 
base (=one relating to trade and the management of money) Germany has a 
strong economic base.a manufacturing/industrial base (=all the companies in a 

country that make goods in factories) The country’s manufacturing base has been 
declining for years.a customer/client base (=a group of people who buy a product or 
service) The company wants to expand its customer base to include more young 

people.a fan base (=a group of people who like someone or something a lot) The band 
has a strong fan base in Europe.VERBShave a base China has a growing 
manufacturing base.establish a base The company has already established a large 

customer base. 
 

base2 / beɪs/ verb  to use something as a basis GrammarBase is usually used  

in the passive, and is always followed by on (or upon in more formal  

English). ADVERBSbase sth mostly/mainly/largely on sth The students’ grades 

are based mostly on test scores. | Their diet is based largely on rice.base sth 
solely/entirely/exclusively on sth (=only on something) The case against him 

is based solely on a single complaint from one customer.base sth partly on sth The 
decision will be based partly on the candidate’s qualifications and partly on their 
interview.base sth loosely on sth (=in a way that is not exact) The movie is based 

loosely on his life.base sth firmly on sth (=in a way that will not change) These 
findings are based firmly on the evidence presented to the committee.NOUNSbase a 
decision/judgment/conclusion on sth I prefer to make a decision based on all the 

facts. | The court must base its judgment on the legal argument.base an argument 
on sth His argument is based on a misunderstanding of the situation.base 
figures/calculations on sth These figures are based on data from the Bank of 

England. | These calculations are based on the rate of inflation staying below 4%.base 
results/findings/observations on sth They based their findings on the statements 
of people who had witnessed the accident.base an assumption/belief/opinion on 

sth (=something you believe to be true is based on something) Many of 
their beliefs seemed to be based on superstition. 
 

 
 

baseball /ˈbeɪsbɔːl $ -bɒːl/ noun  an outdoor game between two teams of nine 

players, in which players try to get points by hitting a ball and running around four 
basesADJECTIVESprofessional/amateur baseball He started playing professional 
baseball after high school.major-league/minor-league baseball Some kids dream of 
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becoming a major-league baseball player.NOUNS + baseballmen’s/women’s 

baseball The Boston Men’s Baseball League is the largest adult baseball league in 
Massachusetts.VERBSplay baseball He plays baseball for the New York Yankees.watch 

baseball I enjoy watching baseball on TV.baseball + NOUNSa baseball game Do you 
want to go to the baseball game?a baseball player Babe Ruth was probably the most 
famous baseball player of all time.a baseball team He is captain of the Texas 

Rangers baseball team.a baseball fan 58,000 baseball fans crowded into Candlestick 
Park.a baseball bat/cap/glove He was wearing his baseball cap back to front. | He is 
throwing a ball against the wall and catching it in a baseball glove. | She swung 

the baseball bat and hit the ball.a baseball stadium/park/field They’re building a 
new major-league baseball stadium.a baseball league The Chinese 
Professional Baseball League was formed in 2002. 

 
 

basic /ˈbeɪsɪk/ adjective  1. used about the most important or necessary part of 

something, or about something that you need to know in order to understand 

somethingNOUNSthe basic idea/concept The basic idea is easy to explain. | He was 
unfamiliar with the most basic concepts of chemistry.basic 

information/facts Customers are looking for basic information about the 
products. | You should start by giving the basic facts.basic 
knowledge/understanding/skills The book assumes that the reader has a basic 

knowledge of the subject. | It is important that children learn basic skills such as 
reading and writing.a basic question The interviewer will ask you some basic 
questions about your education and work experience.a basic part/element of sth He 

showed me the basic elements of the system.basic rules/principles Most people 
understand the basic rules of healthy living. | The basic principles underlying all the 
systems are the same.a basic right People have a basic right to control their own 

lives.basic needs also basic requirements formal The body has several basic 
needs including food, sleep, and exercise.basic research/education/training We 
need basic research into the causes of mental illness.the basic 

structure/pattern/framework All computers have the same basic structure.basic 
pay/salary/pension (=the money you get before any special payments) On top of 
the basic salary, there are numerous other benefits.basic 

services/amenities (=services that everyone needs, for example water and 
electricity) They lack basic services such as water and electricity.PREPOSITIONSbasic 

to sth These medical techniques are basic to the control of infection.THESAURUS: 

basicfundamentalprinciple | belief | values | problem | question | issue | diffe

rence | right | aimmore important than anything else – used for emphasis:Freedom 

of speech is a fundamental principle of any democracy. | the fundamental beliefs of  

Christianity | The fundamental problem is a lack of resources. | They still haven’t  

answered the fundamental question. | Race was one of the fundamental issues which  

divided America. | There are some fundamental differences between their  

philosophies. | Liberty is a fundamental right. | The fundamental aim of education is to  

prepare students for life. | These values are fundamental to our society. | This  

issue is of fundamental  
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importance.corebusiness | issue | belief | values | skill | area | part | element 

| teaching | concernmore important than anything else – used for emphasis:The 

company’s core business is selling food and household products. | To me the core 

issue is why are so many of these inner city schools so inferior? | The party has  

abandoned its core values (=the things that it believes to be most important). | The 

school focuses on teaching the core skills of reading and writing. | The group focused 

heavily on its three core areas of research. | Information technology is a core part of  

our work. | The great world religions share many of the same core 

teachings. Core or fundamental?These words mean the same thing and are used  

with many of the same collocations. Fundamental sounds more  

formal. essentialpart | element | ingredient | point | feature | aspect | charact

eristic | difference | problemused when saying that something is very important,  

especially because you cannot do something without it, or something cannot exist  

without it:Meetings and discussions are an essential part of many jobs. | Confidence is  

an essential ingredient in business. | The essential point is this: either we act now, or  

the whole future of our planet is uncertain. | Change and diversity are essential  

characteristics of the natural world. | One of the essential differences between humans  

and computers is that humans are more likely to make mistakes. | The essential  

problem is that we don’t have enough 

time.centralrole | issue | theme | part | question | concernvery important and 

having a lot of influence or receiving a lot of attention:Religion plays a central role in  

her life. | Personal responsibility is a central theme in his work. | For many economists,  

the central question is how to create a free market which is also a fair one. | Creating  

jobs is central to government  

policy.underlyingcause | aim | objective | principle | factor | problemunderlying  

causes, aims etc are basic and important, but are not immediately obvious, or not  

stated directly:When treating any health problem, it’s always important to consider  

the underlying causes. | Their underlying aim was to increase profits. | Painting and 

photography are very different, but many of the underlying principles are the 

same. | Stress is an underlying factor in many illnesses. | We still haven’t dealt with  

the underlying problem.THESAURUS: basic→ simple2. not high level, or not 

advancedNOUNSa basic knowledge/understanding I only have a very basic 
knowledge of the Chinese languagea basic skill Students learn basic skills such as 

reading and writing.a basic technique The course covers the basic techniques of 
sailing.basic training The new police officers receive three months of basic 
training.basic equipment/tools Hospitals are short of basic equipment such as 

needles and bandages.a basic model The basic model only costs $100, but it has a 

very small memory.THESAURUS: 
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basicelementarycourse | level | textbookelementary courses, books etc teach  

students about the most basic parts of a subject:I only took an elementary course in  

biology. | The book is designed for adults at elementary level. | He published a series  

of elementary textbooks on 

astronomy.rudimentaryknowledge | skills | training | tools | equipmentif you 

have a rudimentary knowledge of something, you know a little about it. Rudimentary  

tools and equipment are very basic and can only be used for doing very simple  

things:She only had a rudimentary knowledge of the sport when she started  

playing. | If you only have rudimentary computer skills, you may have difficulty finding  

work. | The soldiers are given rudimentary training in handling  

explosives. | Only rudimentary hand tools were available to them. | Many of the 

schools are without rudimentary equipment such as  

blackboards. Rudimentary or basic?Rudimentary sounds a little more formal  

than basic. Rudimentary is often used about the simplest and most basic  

things. plainlanguage | Englishplain language uses simple and clear words, so that  

you cannot misunderstand the meaning:The poem uses plain language which anyone 

can understand. | She explained what the document meant in plain  

English.primitivemethod | technology | tools | weapons | formprimitive methods,  

tools etc are very basic compared to more modern ones, and are usually not as  

good:The primitive methods of construction meant that houses only lasted for a few 

years. | The recording was made using very primitive technology. | The workers had to  

use very primitive tools when building the temple. | Their primitive weapons were 

useless against tanks and machine guns. | The people got food from hunting and from 

primitive forms of  

agriculture.crudemethod | attempt | version | form | sheltermade or done using  

very basic methods or materials, and therefore not very accurate or effective:The 

researchers used a rather crude method of measuring productivity. | The myths were 

a crude attempt to explain the origins of the universe. | In New York and Paris, the 

first crude versions of modern films were shown. | The plant breeders used a crude 

form of genetic engineering. | They made a crude shelter out of a few branches and 

some leaves.  

 

basis /ˈbeɪsəs, ˈbeɪsɪs/ noun (plural bases /-siːz/)  the facts, ideas, or things 

from which something can be developedADJECTIVESa good basis Love and trust 

form a good basis for marriage.a sound/firm/solid basis Drama school may 
provide a sound basis for an acting career.VERBSbe/form the basis of sth This 
research will form the basis of a book.provide a basis for sth The poem provided the 

basis for an interesting class discussion.become the basis of/for sth His 
design became the basis for the new engine.serve as a basis for sth The document 
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will serve as a basis for negotiations.establish/lay the basis for sth (=create 

something from which something can be developed) The agreement established a 
sound basis for international commerce.PHRASESon the basis of sth (=because of a 

particular fact or situation) A decision will be made on the basis of your answers to a 
number of questions.have no basis in fact (=not be true) Many of these 

rumours have no basis in fact.THESAURUS: basisfoundationthe thing on which  

something is based, especially something important that continues for a long time:His  

work laid the foundations for modern mathematical science. | If your essay has a good 

structure, this will give you a solid foundation on which to build your argument.the 

cornerstonethe most important thing that something depends on in order to be 

successful, especially in business and politics:Free speech, after all, is the cornerstone 

of our democracy. | He told the governors that education would be the cornerstone 

of his agenda.  

 

 

basket /ˈbɑːskət, ˈbɑːskɪt $ ˈbæ-/ noun  a container made of thin pieces of 

plastic, wire, or wood woven together, used to carry things or put things 
inADJECTIVES/NOUNS + basketa shopping basket She paid for the apples and put 

them in her shopping basket.a wastepaper basket BrE a waste basket AmE He 
threw her letter in the wastepaper basket.a picnic basket We took a picnic basket and 
a rug.a laundry/clothes basket (=for dirty clothes) Will you please put your dirty 

socks in the laundry basket?a bread/fruit/flower basket There was a bread 
basket on the table. | He had a fruit basket sent up to her hotel room.a dog 
basket The puppies were sleeping in the dog basket.a wicker basket She stores her 

vegetables in pretty wicker baskets.a hanging basket (=for putting plants in and 
hanging outside) All the shops had hanging baskets outside their doors.a Moses 
basket BrE (=a basket that a small baby sleeps in) The baby was sleeping in its Moses 

basket.VERBSput sth in/into a basket Put the fruit in the basket on the table.take 
sth from/out of a basket We were all surprised when she took a little dog out of her 

basket.carry/hold a basket She was carrying a basket of flowers. | He 
reappeared holding a basket of plums.a basket contains sth She was holding a basket 
containing wool and knitting needles.a basket is filled with sth The basket was filled 

with loaves of bread.PREPOSITIONSa basket of sth A basket of logs sat next to the 
fire.in a basket Is the dog in his basket?PHRASESa basket full of sth She 
prepared baskets full of food. 

 

basketball /ˈbɑːskətbɔːl, ˈbɑːskɪtbɔːl $ ˈbæskətbɒːl, ˈbæskɪtbɒːl/ noun  a game 

played indoors between two teams of five players, in which each team tries to win 
points by throwing a ball through a netVERBSplay basketball She has been playing 

basketball since she was 12.watch basketball I often watch basketball on 
TV.basketball + NOUNSa basketball game/match Are you going to the basketball 
game?a basketball player He dreams of becoming a professional basketball 

player one day.a basketball team He plays for the New York Knicks basketball team.a 
basketball court The college has several indoor basketball courts.a basketball 

league She plays in the American Basketball League.a basketball 
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tournament/competition The Philadelphia 76ers won a four-team basketball 

tournament.basketball practice We have basketball practice every Wednesday 
evening.a basketball coach My dad used to be a high school basketball 

coach.basketball shoes He was wearing a pair of Air Jordan basketball 
shoes.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + basketballprofessional/amateur basketball Professional 
basketball players can earn a lot of money.college/high school basketball Joe used 

to play college basketball and he’s very fast on the court.men’s/women’s 
basketball Women’s basketball is just as exciting as the men’s 
game.Basketball or basket?Don’t confuse basketball (=the game) 

and basket (=the thing that you throw the ball into). Don’t say I like playing basket. 
Say I like playing basketball. 
 

bath /bɑːθ $ bæθ/ noun  1. an occasion when you wash your body in a 

bathVERBShave a bath BrE take a bath AmE She usually has a bath in the 
evening. | How often do you take a bath?give sb a bath He’s upstairs giving the 
baby a bath.need a bath After a week of camping, I really needed a bath.run a 

bath (=put water in a bath) I went upstairs and ran a bath.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + batha 
quick bath Do I have time for a quick bath?a long bath A long hot bath is a great way 

of relaxing.a hot/warm/cool bath Why don’t you have a nice warm bath?a 
relaxing/soothing/luxurious bath (=which makes you feel relaxed or very 
comfortable) Treat yourself to a long luxurious bath.a bubble bath (=with nice-

smelling bubbles in it) She likes to relax by taking a bubble bath.a steam bath (=one 
in which you sit in a very hot steamy room) Why not have a steam bath or a sauna?a 
Turkish bath (=one in which you sit in a very hot steamy room, have a massage, then 

take a cold shower or bath) A Turkish bath makes you feel very clean and relaxed.a 
bed bath BrE a sponge bath AmE (=an occasion when a sick person is given a wash 
in their bed) The nurses will give him a bed bath until he is able to take a 

shower.bath + NOUNSbath time (=the time when someone usually has a bath) Come 
on, Lucy, it’s bath time.bath water The bath water is getting cold.a bath towel She 
handed him a soft white bath towel.a bath mat (=a mat inside or next to a bath) A 

rubber bath mat inside the bath can prevent accidents.bath 
salts/oils/crystals (=substances that make bath water smell nice) She took a hot 
steamy bath with bath salts.bath toy (=for a child to play with in the bath) Bath 

toys are great for babies who’ve just learned to sit.2. BrE a long container for washing 
yourself inVERBSget in/into the bath Old people often have difficulty getting into the 
bath.get out of the bath I had to get out of the bath to answer the phone.soak in the 

bath Try soaking in the bath to ease your aching muscles.lie in the bath He’s 
been lying in the bath for an hour.fill/empty the bath I forgot to empty the 
bath.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + batha spa/whirlpool bath (=one with a special device to 

move the water around) The bathroom in our hotel room had a whirlpool bath.a corner 
bath We took out the corner bath and replaced it with an ordinary one.a freestanding 
bath (=not attached to a wall) There is a large freestanding bath in the centre of the 

bathroom.a sunken bath (=lower than the level of the floor) You go down two steps 
into a sunken bath.a baby bath (=a small plastic bath for babies) She’s getting too big 
for the baby bath.bath + NOUNSbath taps The water coming out of the bath taps was 
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freezing cold.PREPOSITIONSin the bath “Where’s Ben?” “He’s in the bath.” This  

meaning of bath is used in British English. In American English, people say bathtub.  

 

 

battery /ˈbætəri/ noun  an object that provides a supply of electricity for 

something such as a radio, car, or toyADJECTIVESa flat battery BrE a dead 

battery AmE (=with no more electricity in it) The car’s got a flat battery.a low 
battery (=with little electricity in it) He could see the battery was low on his laptop.a 
rechargeable battery (=one that you can use again after putting more electricity in 

it) The camera uses rechargeable batteries.a spare battery (=an extra one, in case 
you need it) Take a torch and spare batteries.NOUNS + batterya car/torch/phone 
battery Have you checked your mobile phone battery?VERBS 

+ batterychange/replace the battery (=put a new battery in something) You may 
need to change the battery in the smoke alarm.charge/recharge a battery (=put 
more electricity in it) It takes eight hours to fully recharge the battery. | When the red 

light comes on, you should recharge the battery.use batteries also run on 
batteries The clock runs on two 9-volt batteries.put a battery in sth She 
had put new batteries in the radio.take the battery out also remove the 

battery formal I’ll take the batteries out while I’m not using it.drain/discharge a 
battery (=make it lose electricity) If you forget to turn your car’s lights off, it drains 

the battery.disconnect a battery We had to disconnect the battery to stop the burglar 
alarm from ringing.battery + VERBSa battery runs out/runs down (=there is no more 
electricity in it) I think the batteries are running out.battery + NOUNSbattery 

power You can plug your laptop in or use it on battery power.a battery charger (=a 
piece of equipment for charging batteries) Don’t forget to pack your battery 
charger.battery life (=how long a battery produces electricity) My old phone had a 

longer battery life.the battery compartment (=the part of a piece of equipment 
where the batteries go) Take the batteries out of the battery compartment.a battery 
pack (=a type of battery used in video cameras, laptop computers etc) You have to 

recharge the battery pack after about 3 hours of recording.PHRASESbattery-
powered/battery-operated a battery-operated hairdryer | A lot of children’s toys 
are battery-powered. 

 
 

battle /ˈbætl/ noun  1. a fight between opposing people or 

armiesADJECTIVES/NOUNS + battlea fierce battle They captured the town after a fierce 
battle with government soldiers.a bloody battle (=with a lot of killing and 
injuries) The temple was the scene of a bloody battle in 1984.a pitched battle (=a 

violent battle between groups of people, usually not soldiers) Students fought pitched 
battles with police during the demonstrations.a running battle (=that continues or is 
repeated over a long time) For ten days, American units engaged in a running 

battle with the enemy.a gun battle Two men were left wounded after the gun battle.a 
street battle He was killed in a street battle in 1998.VERBSfight a battle also engage 
in/wage a battle formal He pretended he was a soldier, going to war and fighting 

battles.do battle (=fight) The army was ready to do battle again.win/lose a 
battle Who won the Battle of Gettysburg?a battle rages (=a fierce battle 
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happens) People hid in basements while the battle was raging.battle + NOUNSa battle 

scene The battle scenes are quite different from those in other films.a battle cry (=a 
loud shout to encourage your side and frighten the enemy) the sound of their battle 

cry as they prepared to attackbattle fatigue (=mental illness caused by frightening 
experiences in a war) He returned from the war suffering from battle 
fatigue.PREPOSITIONSa battle between sb He was injured in a battle between rival 

gangs.a battle against sb Why did the Celts lose the battle against the Romans?the 
battle for sth The battle for the Atlantic intensified.at a battle Napoleon’s defeat at 
the Battle of Waterlooin battle Richard III was killed in battle in 

1485.PHRASESlead/send sb into battle He died leading his men into battle.prepare 
(sb) for battle Every general has his own method for preparing his troops for 
battle.ready for battle Every ship was ready for battle.the field of battle They 

showed great courage on the field of battle.2. an attempt to solve a difficult problem or 
change an unpleasant situationADJECTIVES/NOUNS + battlea long/lengthy battle His 
long battle with alcoholism is no secret.a tough/hard battle (=difficult) He faces a 

tough battle to prove his innocence.a fierce/bitter battle The two companies fought a 
bitter battle to win the contract.a running battle (=that continues or is repeated over 
a long time) Her running battle with mice has not yet ended.an uphill battle (=very 

difficult) For most people losing weight is an uphill battle.a constant battle As a 
student, life was a constant battle against debt.a losing battle (=one that is going to 
fail) She was fighting a losing battle to stop herself from crying.a legal/courtroom 

battle They wanted to avoid an expensive courtroom battle.a custody battle (=in 
order to become the main carer of a child, after a divorce) He is fighting a 
bitter custody battle over his three children.VERBSfight a battle also wage a 

battle formal The police are fighting a tough battle against crime. | Many areas around 
here are waging a constant battle against vandalism.do battle with sb They had to do 
battle with producers to keep the scene in the movie.win/lose a battle It’s essential 

to win the battle against inflation. | a brave little girl who lost her battle against 
cancerface a battle Paul faces a frantic battle to be fit for the match in 
November.PREPOSITIONSa battle with sth She died after a long battle with cancer.a 

battle against sth The battle against car crime continues.a battle between sb The 
battle between James and his insurance company has not yet been resolved.a battle 
for sth Scientology has fought long battles for acceptance as a religion.a battle over 

sth There would be a battle over who paid for dinner. 
 
 

 

beach /biːtʃ/ noun  an area of sand or small stones at the edge of the sea or a 

lakeADJECTIVESa crowded beach In the summer the beaches get very crowded.a 

quiet beach (=with few people on it) The beaches on this side of the island 
are quieter.a deserted/empty beach (=with no one on it) We took a boat to 
a deserted beach.a pebble/shingle beach (=covered with stones or very small 

stones) The lake has a small shingle beach.a sandy/rocky beach Corfu is known for 
its sandy beaches. | They anchored the boat off a rocky beach.a white/golden 
beach (=with white or golden sand) The house was beside a dazzling white beach.a 

private/public beach The hotel has its own private beach. | The public beaches were 
very dirty.a secluded beach (=one that is peaceful, has few people, and is not near 
other places) We had a picnic on a small secluded beach.an unspoilt beach (=not 
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made worse by tourism) The island is famous for its unspoilt beaches.a palm-fringed 

beach (=with palm trees along the edge) Palm-fringed beaches border the beautiful 
blue ocean.a sun-drenched beach (=very sunny) We go to Greece for the sea air and 

the sun-drenched beaches.a nudist beach BrE nude beach AmE (=where people 
wear no clothes) We soon realized that we were on a nudist beach.VERBSlie on the 
beach I find it boring just lying on the beach all day.go to the beach They’ve gone to 

the beach for the weekend.walk on/along the beach She loved to walk along the 
beach in the early morning.a beach stretches somewhere A sandy 
beach stretches almost the whole length of the coast.beach + NOUNSa beach 

holiday BrE a beach vacation AmE (=spent mainly at the beach) She loves beach 
holidays, while he prefers city breaks.a beach resort (=a place near a beach where 
people go on holiday) This is one of the most popular beach resorts in Greece.a beach 

hut (=a small building on the beach for storing things such as swimming or sports 
equipment) a row of brightly painted beach hutsa beach house (=a house on a beach 
or near a beach) We stayed at our friends’ beach house for the weekend.a beach 

bar/restaurant (=on the beach) We watched the sun go down from the beach bar.a 
beach towel They spread out beach towels and opened parasols.beach 
volleyball/football (=played on the beach) Who wants a game of beach 

volleyball?PREPOSITIONSon the beach We’ve been on the beach all day.at the 
beach They spent the morning at the beach.go to the beach Why don’t we go to the 
beach today? 

 
 

bear /beə $ ber/ verb (past tense bore /bɔː $ bɔːr/, past 

participle borne /bɔːn $ bɔːrn/)  to bravely accept or deal with a painful, difficult, 

or upsetting situationPHRASEScan’t bear/be unable to bear sth Fiona was unable to 
bear the thought of selling the house. | She was afraid she wouldn’t be able to bear the 

pain.can hardly bear sth (=find something very difficult or upsetting to do) He was so 
ashamed that he could hardly bear to look at her.be hard to bear The 
situation was very hard to bear. | Overcrowding makes prison life even harder to 

bear.be more than sb can bear He sometimes felt the grief was more than he could 
bear. | The humiliation was more than he could bear.as hot/long/much etc as you 
can bear Make the water as hot as you can bear.bear the brunt of sth (=be in the 

worst position and have to deal with something) Shareholders will bear the brunt of the 
company’s financial troubles. | Black people continue to bear the brunt of most racial 
violence.grin and bear it (=accept something without complaining) It was a horrible 

job but she had to grin and bear it. | Passengers could be insulting, and stewardesses 
just had to grin and bear it.bear + NOUNSbear the pain He knew that he couldn’t bear 
the pain much longer.bear the heat/cold Some people find it hard to bear the heat in 

the summer.bear the strain/pressure Mark couldn’t bear the pressure of the job any 
longer. | Experts were worried the financial system would not be able to bear the 
strain.bear the thought I can’t bear the thought of living without you. 

 
 
 

beard /bɪəd $ bɪrd/ noun  hair that grows around a man’s chin and 

cheeksADJECTIVESa long/short beard The old man had a long white beard.a 
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black/white/grey etc beard The pirate was small man with a black beard.a 

big/small beard The guy had long hair and a big beard.a pointed beard He had a 
small moustache and a pointed beard.a full/luxuriant beard (=with a lot of hair) He 

wore a luxuriant beard that was red in colour.an unkempt beard (=not neat or 
clean) His beard was tangled and unkempt.a straggly beard (=long and not neat) The 
young man had a scraggly red beard.a neatly/closely trimmed beard His closely 

trimmed beard had turned the color of snow.a goatee beard BrE (=a pointed beard 
only on the chin) I looked at the little man with his white goatee beard.a bushy 
beard (=with a lot of hair that sticks out) A bit of food was stuck in his bushy beard.a 

wispy beard (=thin) He was a frail figure with a wispy beard.VERBShave a beard Karl 
Marx had a beard.wear/sport a beard (=have a beard – used in written 
descriptions) The actor sported a neat black beard. | Some of the men wore 

beards.grow a beard He’s not old enough to grow a beard.shave (off) your 
beard When he shaved off his beard, he looked a lot younger.trim your beard (=cut 
it, especially to make it look neat) He trimmed his beard in the mirror.stroke your 

beard Karlinsky stroked his beard and smiled. Have, wear, or sport a beard?You  

usually say have a beard. Wear a beard is used mainly in written  

descriptions. Sport a beard sounds rather literary, and is often used when saying  

that someone has a particular type of beard. THESAURUS: beardstubbleshort  

hairs on a man’s face, when he has not shaved:He had a few days’ stubble on his  

chin.sideburns also sideboards BrEhair that grows on a man’s cheeks:Elvis had long 

sideburns.facial hairhair that grows on your face:The cream is good for getting rid  

of unwanted facial hair.  

 
 

 

beat /biːt/ verb  1. to defeat someone in a game, race, election etc, especially by 

getting more points, votes etc than themADVERBSeasily beat sb Jason easily beats me 

at chess every time we play.narrowly beat sb (=by only a few points, votes etc) New 
Zealand narrowly beat South Africa.comfortably beat sb (=by more than a few 
points, votes etc) He comfortably beat the other candidates in the 

election.comprehensively beat sb (=in a clear and definite way that leaves no 
doubt) It was only the second time we had been so comprehensively beaten.soundly 
beat sb (=in a clear and definite way that leaves no doubt) In each event she soundly 

beat her opponents.PREPOSITIONSbeat sb at tennis/golf/chess etc My brother 
always beats me at chess.beat sb by 3 points/2 goals/20 votes etc The Italian 
team beat France by two points.PHRASESbeat sb into second/third etc place He 

was beaten into second place in the Monaco Grand Prix.beat sb hands 
down informal (=beat someone very easily) He should be able to beat them all hands 

down. Beat or defeat?Beat is more informal and is the usual word to use in everyday  

spoken English. Defeat is more formal and is the usual word to use in writing.When  

talking about wars and fighting, you usually use defeat: The Greeks defeated the  



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [185] 

Persians in a famous battle. 2. to hit someonePHRASESbeat sb unconscious The 

guards beat him unconscious.beat sb to death He was nearly beaten to death.beat sb 
about/over the head (=hit someone’s head) The soldiers beat her about the 

head with their rifles.beat the living daylights out of sb informal (=beat someone 
very badly) His father threatened to beat the living daylights out of him if it happened 
again.ADVERBSbe badly/severely beaten She was badly beaten, but she survived.be 

savagely/brutally beaten (=in a violent and cruel way) He had been savagely 
beaten as a child.beat sb mercilessly (=many times, without caring whether you hurt 
someone) Her husband would beat her mercilessly if he caught her talking to other 

men.PREPOSITIONSbeat sth with a stick/your fist etc When she refused to give 
them money, they beat her with sticks. 
 

 
 

beautiful /ˈbjuːtəfəl, ˈbjuːtɪfəl/ adjective  very nice to look at, or giving you a lot 

of pleasureNOUNSa beautiful woman/girl/baby Marilyn Monroe was one of the 
world’s most beautiful women.beautiful face/hair/eyes She has beautiful blonde 
hair.a beautiful place/country/city South Africa is a very beautiful 

country.beautiful countryside/scenery/view From the terrace there is a beautiful 
view over Sorrento. | This part of the United States has some incredibly beautiful 
scenery.beautiful day/morning/weather (=with blue skies and a lot of 

sunshine) The weather was beautiful and the sky was blue all day.beautiful 
music The music was so beautiful that it almost made me want to cry.a beautiful 
book/film/poem He wrote some of the most beautiful poems ever written.a 

beautiful flower Her husband bought her some beautiful flowers for her birthday.a 
beautiful voice He sings with a beautiful deep voice.a beautiful 
sound/smell/taste The roses have a beautiful smell.VERBSlook 

beautiful Diana looked beautiful in a long silk dress.ADVERBSreally/absolutely 
beautiful Thank you for the flowers. They’re absolutely beautiful. | It was a really 
beautiful morning.incredibly/extraordinarily beautiful (=extremely beautiful) Fall in 

New England is incredibly beautiful.stunningly/breathtakingly 
beautiful (=extremely beautiful in a surprising way) The Arctic dawn is stunningly 
beautiful.hauntingly beautiful (=beautiful, and often a little sad, in a way that you 

remember for a long time) The singer had a hauntingly beautiful voice.exquisitely 
beautiful (=beautiful in a delicate way) An exquisitely beautiful butterfly landed on the 

leaf. Describing menYou don’t normally use beautiful about men. You use good-

looking or handsome. THESAURUS: 

beautifulhandsomeman | boy | prince | face | featuresa handsome man or boy 

looks very attractive:Dan was a strong handsome man. | The boy was  

very handsome. | She dreamt that a handsome prince would marry her. | She 

remembered his handsome face and deep brown eyes. | Thelma stared at Mr  

Beckham’s handsome features. Handsome is also sometimes used in literature, to  

describe a good-looking woman who has a strong face: His mother was a  
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tall handsome woman. good-

lookingman | woman | boy | guy | girl | couple | facea good-looking person looks  

attractive. Good-looking is much more common in spoken English  

than handsome or beautiful:There are no good-looking men in our office. | Marie is a  

tall, good-looking woman. | Sam was a good-looking boy and he knew it. | He’s  

a good-looking guy, but he’s a bit boring. | Mimi and Helga were both good-looking  

girls. | Laura and Robert were a very good-looking couple. | His good-looking face was  

very close to hers now. | Her husband is incredibly good-looking – he looks like a  

movie star. | Do you think he’s good-

looking?prettygirl | woman | child | baby | face | dress | clothes | flower | villa

ge | town | garden | coloura pretty woman, girl, or baby looks nice and has a nice  

face. A pretty thing or place looks nice, but is usually not very big:There were lots  

of pretty girls at the party. | The woman was very pretty. | Gwen had been a pretty 

child. | What a pretty little baby! | She has a very pretty face. | That’s a pretty  

dress you’re wearing. | Lots of little girls like dressing in pretty clothes. | The plant  

had pretty pink flowers on it. | They stayed in a pretty little village in the 

mountains. | This pretty town has some lovely buildings. | The villa has a small  

but pretty garden. | The curtains are a very pretty colour. You can also  

use pretty about names that sound nice: Annalise? That’s a pretty  

name. attractivewoman | man | girl | town | location | appearancean attractive  

person looks nice, in a way that makes you want to have a relationship with him or  

her. An attractive place or thing is nice to look at:I think she’s a very attractive  

woman. | He was still a very attractive man, in spite of his age. | An attractive  

girl came over and asked if he wanted a dance. | It is an attractive town and there are 

plenty of things to see. | Hotels are often built in attractive locations. | If food has  

an attractive appearance, it often seems to taste better as well. | A lot of  

men found her attractive.cute informalbaby | kid | boy | girl | animal | dog | pup

py | picture | facenice to look at – used about animals, babies, and 

children:The baby is very cute. | Danny was a cute kid. | He’s a cute little boy. | Their  

little girl is very cute. | There were pictures of cute animals all over the wall. | What 

a cute little dog! | Cute puppies were used to advertise the product. | There was a cute 

picture of a kitten. | The baby had such a cute face. In informal American English,  

people also use cute about someone who looks attractive in a way that makes you  

want to have a relationship with him or her: I think Joe’s  

really cute! lovely BrE spokenplace | house | garden | view | smile | colour | pic

ture | day | weather | namevery nice:It’s such a lovely place. | They have a lovely  
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house in the country. | Outside the hotel is a lovely garden. | The rooms have lovely  

views of the lake. | He has a lovely smile. | The dress is a lovely colour. | There was 

a lovely picture of him in the newspaper. | It’s a lovely day today, isn’t it? | The 

weather has been absolutely lovely. | I think Natasha is a lovely name. | She looks 

lovely in her wedding  

dress.gorgeous spokendress | man | woman | girl | place | colour | flowers | da

y | weatherextremely nice to look at – used mainly by women:I love your dress.  

It’s gorgeous! | She dreamt of kissing this gorgeous man. | He is always surrounded  

by gorgeous women. | Who is that gorgeous girl sitting next to him? | Thailand is  

a gorgeous place for a vacation. | His eyes are a gorgeous blue colour. | He gave me 

some gorgeous flowers. | It’s such a gorgeous day – it seems a shame to be in an  

office. | The weather has been gorgeous all  

week.gloriousweather | day | morningglorious weather is very good, with blue sky 

and a lot of sunshine:Everyone was at the beach, enjoying the glorious weather. | It  

was a glorious sunny day. | It was  

a glorious September morning.picturesquevillage | town | surroundings | setting 

| view | house | cottage | harbour | landscape | countrysidea picturesque place 

is pleasant to look at, especially because it is old and interesting:We stayed in  

the picturesque village of Herisau. | Rye is a picturesque town which is hundreds of  

years old. | The hotel is situated in picturesque surroundings. | This village is in  

a picturesque setting. | There are picturesque views from the house. | We drove past  

rows of picturesque houses. | Picturesque cottages surround the village green. | We 

looked at the boats in Malcesine’s picturesque harbour. | The picturesque landscape of  

Devon has inspired many painters. | Take a journey through picturesque 

countryside.magnificentview | scenery | setting | surroundings | building | pala

ce | animal | horsevery big, beautiful, and impressive:There were magnificent  

views over the old city. | The train travels through some magnificent scenery. | The 

castle is a magnificent setting for a wedding. | The event was held in the magnificent  

surroundings of Dartington Hall. | Canterbury Cathedral is a magnificent  

building. | Louis lived in the magnificent palace of Versailles. | The Bengal tiger is  

a magnificent animal. | The king is sitting on 

a magnificent white horse.stunningview | scenery | countryside | settingused 

about people who look very beautiful, or about places that are very beautiful and 

impressive:There is a stunning view of the city. | Alaska has some stunning  

scenery. | You can enjoy the stunning countryside of Northumberland. | The hotel is in  

a stunning setting. | The whole place is simply stunning. | You look stunning in that  

outfit.breathtaking/spectacularview | scenery | landscape | beautya 

breathtaking or spectacular view is very beautiful and impressive in a surprising  

way:There are breathtaking views from the top of the mountain. | The river flows 
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through some spectacular scenery. | The landscape is breathtaking. | Austria is a place 

of breathtaking beauty.exquisiteobject | flower | jewellery | detail | beautyused 

about things that have very beautiful small details:The museum is full of exquisite  

objects that were made by skilled craftsmen. | The plants  

have exquisite blue flowers. | The shop sells exquisite gold jewellery. | The statues are 

carved in exquisite detail. | They were impressed by the exquisite beauty of the 

furniture.ANTONYMS → ugly (1) 

 
 

beauty /ˈbjuːti/ noun  a quality that makes someone or something very nice to 

look at or listen toADJECTIVESgreat beauty She was a woman of great beauty.natural 
beauty Visitors are attracted by the island’s natural beauty.breathtaking/stunning 

beauty (=great and surprising beauty) The region is famous for the breathtaking 
beauty of its mountains.exquisite beauty (=great beauty because something is very 
delicately made) Visitors are impressed by the exquisite beauty of the carving.sheer 

beauty (=the fact that something is so beautiful) The sheer beauty of the music made 
him want to cry.unspoilt beauty They want to protect the unspoilt beauty of the 
desert.feminine beauty She represented the ideal of feminine beauty at the 

time.VERBS + beautyadmire/enjoy the beauty of sb/sth He 
was admiring the beauty of the stars in the night sky. | They stopped to enjoy the 
beauty of the view.enhance the beauty of sb/sth (=make someone or something 

seem more beautiful) Her dress enhanced the beauty of her eyes.preserve the beauty 
of sb/sth All visitors are asked to follow the rules and regulations in order 
to preserve the beauty of the park.capture the beauty of sb/sth (=succeed in 

showing the beauty) Adams’ photographs capture the beauty of the landscape.be 
fascinated/captivated/entranced by the beauty of sb/sth (=feel that you like 

someone or something very much because they are very beautiful) He was captivated 
by her beauty, and fell in love with her immediately.be impressed/struck by the 
beauty of sb/sth I was struck by the beauty of her face.be overwhelmed by the 

beauty of sb/sth (=feel so much emotion about someone’s or something’s beauty 
that you cannot think clearly) I was overwhelmed by the beauty of the 
landscape.beauty + VERBSsb’s/sth’s beauty fades (=it goes away slowly) Over the 

years her beauty had faded a little.beauty + NOUNSa beauty product The shop mainly 
sells beauty products such as make-up and lipstick.a beauty 
contest/competition (=a competition in which women are judged on how attractive 

they look) When she was younger, she won several beauty competitions.a beauty 
queen (=the winner of a beauty contest) She used to be a beauty queen before she 
became a film actress.PREPOSITIONSthe beauty of sth They want to protect 

the beauty of the English countryside.PHRASESan area of outstanding natural 
beauty (=a name given to an area of England and Wales which is protected because it 

is very beautiful) The Lake District is an area of outstanding natural beauty. Beauty is  

also used to mean a woman who is very beautiful: She had been a great beauty and  

had appeared in movies.  
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because conjunction because /bɪˈkɒz, bɪˈkəz $ bɪˈkɒːz, bɪˈkəz/ conjunction  

used when you are giving the reason for something: “Why can’t I go?” “Because you’re 
not old enough.” We didn’t enjoy the day because the weather was so 

awful.ADVERBSmainly/mostly because I decided to go with them, mainly because I 
had nothing better to do.largely/chiefly/primarily because (=mainly – more 
formal) The island is popular chiefly because of its beaches.just because Just 

because you’re older, it doesn’t mean that you know better than me!only because I 
lent him the money only because I trusted him.simply because Many exam candidates 
lose marks simply because they do not read the questions properly.partly 

because Hubert never experienced any fear, and this was partly because he was not 
particularly intelligent.precisely because (=for exactly that reason – especially when 
this is the opposite of what you expect) People like his books precisely because they are 

difficult to understand.THESAURUS: becausedue to/owing toused to give the 

reason why something has happened. Due to and owing to are more formal  

than because:The delay was due to a problem with the ship’s engines. | The parade 

had to be cancelled owing to bad weather.throughbecause of something. Through is  

used especially when saying why someone succeeded or failed to do something:They 

won the game, more through luck than skill. | He failed the test through his own 

carelessness.thanks toused when explaining that something good has happened 

because of someone’s efforts, or because something exists:Thanks to modern  

medicine, the disease can now be cured.since/asused when giving the reason why 

someone decides to do something or decides that something is true:Since it was a nice  

day, we decided to go to the beach. | I thought Kevin was out as his car wasn’t  

there. | As it's Friday, why don't we go home early? | Seeing as you're here, I thought  

we'd have a chat (=another way of saying -‘as’ or ‘since’, used in spoken 

English). Since is often used at the beginning of a sentence. out ofbecause of a  

particular feeling or quality:He started reading the book out of curiosity. | I only  

asked out of politeness. | She agreed to help out of kindness. | He did it out of  

revenge.  

become /bɪˈkʌm/ verb  to start to have a feeling or quality, or to start to 

develop into something or do a jobADJECTIVESbecome accustomed His eyes 

were becoming accustomed to the dark.become famous Everyone wants to become 
famous.become popular/fashionable Cycling became popular at the beginning of the 
last century.become interested/excited He became interested in philosophy at 

university.become angry/worried/unhappy etc Pauline became concerned about 
her health and decided to see a doctor. | Virginia first became depressed at the age of 
13, following the death of her mother. | He was becoming angry, and was staring 

fiercely at me.become tired/weak/ill I became very tired and I could not swim any 
more. | She became too ill to walk.become confident She says the course has helped 
her become more confident as a businesswoman.become 

certain/sure/inevitable War was becoming inevitable.become quiet/silent The 
teacher waited for the class to become quiet.become hot/cold/warm/cool The 
climate is likely to become warmer.become red/green/blue etc His cheeks became 
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red.NOUNSbecome a teacher/doctor/writer etc She wants 

to become a doctor.become president/chairman/king/queen Obama became 
president when he was 47.become a man/woman/adult At 18, you 

legally become an adult in the UK.become a member Latvia became a member of the 
European Union.become a part/feature Chips became part of the British diet during 
the 19th century.become a problem Pollution has become a 

major problem.THESAURUS: becomegetbetter | worse | used 

to | angry | upset | bored | worried | confused | interested | excited | old | tire

d | ill | sick | rich | hot | cold | wet | dark | late | difficultto start to have a feeling  

or quality. Get is more informal than become and is used especially in spoken 

English:The team is getting better and better (=they keep getting better all the 

time). | Things are getting worse. | She soon got used to living in a foreign  

country. | Please don’t get angry with me. | There’s no need to get  

upset. | Children get bored easily. | The names sound very similar and it’s easy to get  

confused. | I don’t understand what everyone is getting so excited about. | His parents  

are getting old now. | She never seems to get tired. | What would happen if you got  

ill? | Everyone dreams of getting rich. | It’s getting hot in here. | My lunch is getting  

cold. | Certain kinds of fabrics shrink if they get wet. | It gets dark at about eight  

o’clock. | We’d better go home – it’s getting late. | It is getting difficult to  

breathe. Get or become?Get is more commonly used in informal contexts, for  

example when talking about your feelings, the temperature, or the  

weather: I’m getting tired. It’s getting very hot.Become is the usual word to use in  

more formal English, for example in essays and reports.With some adjectives, you  

can only use become. You say become clear/obvious/apparent (not ‘get’): It  

soon became clear she was lying. You say become certain/sure/inevitable (not  

‘get’): It became certain they would win the election. You say become extinct (not  

‘get’): Dinosaurs became extinct millions of years ago.Both get and become are  

often used with comparative forms: Things are slowly getting better. The disease  

is becoming more  

common. growold | accustomed | impatient | bored | tired | concerned | richto  

become, especially gradually. Grow sounds rather formal and is used especially in  

written descriptions:Some people are afraid of growing old. | We have all grown 

accustomed to using credit. | Several hours passed and Melissa grew 

impatient. | She grew bored, and gazed out of the window. | He was growing tired of  

politics. | She grew concerned over how much money her family was spending. | The 
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city grew rich from the tourist  

trade.turnred | green | blue | brown | grey | black | cold | cooler | warmer | na

sty | violentto become – used especially when something changes and becomes a  

different colour:His face turned red. | The water had turned bright green. | The 

paper turns blue when you dip it in an alkali. | Apples quickly turn brown after the skin  

is peeled off. | Her hair had turned grey and she looked very pale. | The sky 

had turned black and all the street lights were on. | The weather is expected to  

turn cold again. | We can eat outside once the weather turns warmer. | The man 

suddenly turned nasty. | The demonstration turned violent, and several protesters  

were 

killed.gocrazy | mad | quiet | silent | blind | dark | red | green | blue | brown | 

grey | blackto become – used especially about people’s behaviour or about  

colours:The world is going crazy. | I must be going mad. | Everyone went quiet when 

we walked in. | He went silent, so she apologized. | My aunt went blind when she was  

in her 40s. | The sky suddenly went dark. | His face went bright red. | In a certain light  

the sea goes green. | Your hair is going grey.comeundone | loose | apartto become 

– used when something becomes separated or broken:Her shoelace came 

undone. | The screws had come loose. | His marriage was coming apart.  

bed /bed/ noun  1. a piece of furniture that you sleep onVERBSgo to bed What 

time do you go to bed at night?get into bed/get out of bed She got into bed and 
turned out the light.climb/crawl into bed Lucy climbed into bed and fell asleep 

straight away. | We finally crawled into bed at three in the morning.jump into/out of 
bed I jumped out of bed and ran over to the window.lie in bed Simon lay in 
bed thinking.stay in bed (=not get up early or at the usual time) At the weekend it’s 

really nice to be able to stay in bed.get sb out of bed (=make someone get out of 
bed) His mother couldn’t get him out of bed in the mornings.put sb to bed (=put a 
child in their bed) I put the baby to bed at 7 o’clock as usual.send sb to bed (=make a 

child go to bed as a punishment) She was sent to bed without any dinner.be tucked 
up in bed The children were all tucked up in bed.share a bed with sb Do you 
mind sharing a bed with your sister?make the bed (=tidy the sheets and covers after 

you get up) Don’t forget to make your bed before you go out!change the bed (=put 
clean sheets on it) You should change the beds every two weeks.wet the 
bed (=urinate in bed) Small children often wet the bed.take to your bed written (=go 

to bed because you feel ill) Guy had a stomach ache and took to his 
bed.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + beda warm/comfortable/cosy bed I wish I was back 
home in my nice comfortable bed.a soft/hard bed It was difficult to sleep on the hard 

bed.a narrow bed A child lay sleeping on a narrow bed.an unmade bed (=one that 
has not had its sheets and covers tidied) He threw his clothes on the unmade bed.a 
spare bed (=a bed for visitors to your home) Come and stay any time – we have a 

spare bed.a single bed (=for one person) There was only a single bed.a double 
bed (=a large bed for two people) Would you like a double bed or twin beds?twin 
beds (=two single beds in a room) The hotel room had twin beds.a king-size/queen-

size bed (=a very big double bed) I need a duvet cover for a king-size bed.bunk 
beds (=two single beds joined together one above the other) The kids love sleeping 
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in bunk beds.a feather bed (=a bed with feathers in the mattress) She lay back on 

the feather bed.a camp bed (=a simple bed that folds up) When we have visitors, I 
have to sleep on a camp bed in my parents’ room.a sofa bed (=a sofa that folds out to 

become a bed) I slept on a sofa bed in the lounge.a four-poster bed (=with tall posts 
at each corner) The bridal suite has a huge four poster bed.a hospital bed There is a 
shortage of hospital beds.bed + NOUNSbed covers/clothes (=sheets, blankets 

etc) She pulled the bed covers up to her chin.bed sheets The bed sheets need 
changing.bed linen (=sheets, pillow cases and duvet covers) Where do you keep the 
clean bed linen?PREPOSITIONSin bed “Where are the children?” “They’re in bed.”out of 

bed I’ll speak to him about it when he’s out of bed.before bed (=before you go to 
bed) I always have a drink of warm milk before bed.PHRASESthe foot of the 
bed (=the bottom of the bed) I woke up to find someone standing at the foot of the 

bed.(it’s) time for bed She sat and sewed until it was time for bed.2. the area at the 
bottom of the sea, a river etcPHRASESthe sea/river/ocean/lake bed Starfish live on 

the sea bed. Seabed and riverbed are often written as one word.  

bedroom /ˈbedrʊm, -ruːm/ noun  a room for sleeping inADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ bedroomthe main bedroom also the master bedroom formal (=the biggest 
bedroom in a house) The master bedroom has a view of the sea.the spare 

bedroom (=for visitors) She set up a home office in the spare bedroom.your own 
bedroom (=that you do not have to share) I want my own bedroom – I hate sharing 
with my sister.a hotel bedroom All the hotel bedrooms have a telephone and a 

balcony.separate bedrooms She and her husband have separate bedrooms.a single 
bedroom (=with a bed for one person) We have one single bedroom and two 
doubles.a double bedroom (=with a big bed for two people) I’d like to book a double 

bedroom for two nights, please.a twin bedroom (=with two single beds) Would you 
prefer a double or a twin bedroom?a study bedroom (=for students, with a bed and a 
desk) In my first year at university I had a really tiny study bedroom.an en suite 

bedroom (=with its own bathroom) The hotel has 100 en suite bedrooms.VERBSshare 
a bedroom with sb He shares a bedroom with his two brothers.bedroom + NOUNSthe 
bedroom door/window/wall/floor etc Did you shut the bedroom window?bedroom 

furniture The bedroom furniture was old and falling apart.a bedroom scene (=part of 
a play or film that happens in a bedroom and often involves sex) Do actors get 
embarrassed when filming bedroom scenes? 

bee /biː/ noun  a black and yellow flying insect that makes honeyVERBSa bee 

buzzes Bees buzzed around the flowers, collecting pollen.a bee stings (=it makes a 
hole in your skin which is often painful) She was stung by a bee as she walked through 

the field.a bee flies somewhere A bee flew in through the open window.bees 
swarm (=a lot of bees fly together) Bees swarmed around the lavender bushes.keep 
bees My dad used to keep bees and sell the honey.attract bees Try to plant bushes 

that will attract bees to your garden.NOUNS + beea honey bee (=a bee that makes 
honey) Honey bees live in big groups.a bumblebee (=a type of large 
bee) Bumblebees are among the first insects to appear in the spring.a worker 

bee Worker bees do most of the important work for a hive, such as gathering pollen.a 
queen bee The queen bee is usually the mother of all the bees in the hive.a killer 
bee (=a type of bee that is more likely to sting people than an ordinary bee) Killer 

bees spread northward to New Mexico.bee + NOUNSa bee sting For most people, a bee 
sting is painful, but not serious.a beekeeper Beekeepers have to wear protective 
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clothing.a beehive (=the place where bees live or are kept) The time has come to take 

the honey from the beehive.ADJECTIVESangry bees The two men were stung more 
than 40 times by angry bees.PHRASESa swarm of bees (=a large group of bees) A 

swarm of bees flew out of the hive. 

beer /bɪə $ bɪr/ noun  an alcoholic drink made from malt and 

hopsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + beercold/ice-cold beer He opened the fridge and got out a 
can of ice-cold beer.strong beer He had drunk five pints of strong beer before 

attempting to drive home.beer is flat (=it has lost its bubbles of gas) The beer left in 
the can was flat.low-alcohol beer (=lower in alcohol than normal beer)alcohol-free 
beer (=with no alcohol in it)light beer especially AmE (=lower in alcohol or calories 

than normal beer) He claims light beer has no flavor.bottled beer (=sold in a 
bottle) We sell a wide selection of draught and bottled beers.draught beer BrE draft 
beer AmE (=taken from a large container, not sold in a bottle) He only ever 

drinks draught beer.VERBSdrink beer He drinks a lot of beer.have a beer I had a 
few beers to celebrate.go for a beer We’re going for a beer – do you want to join 
us?sip your beer also take a sip of beer (=drink a small 

amount) Jed sipped his beer and licked his lips.make/brew 
beer The beer is brewed locally.swig your beer also take a swig of beer (=take a 

large mouthful) Connor took a long swig of beer before replying.down your 
beer (=drink all of it) Miguel downed his third beer.beer + NOUNSa beer 
bottle/can The ground was littered with empty beer cans.a beer glass He raised 

his beer glass and said “Cheers!”a beer barrel/keg (=a large container for beer) They 
rolled empty beer barrels along the street.a beer mug (=a large glass with a 
handle) The barmaid brought over four foaming beer mugs.a beer mat BrE (=a mat 

for putting a glass of beer on) There were beer mats and an ashtray on the table.a 
beer drinker I’m not really a beer drinker.a beer festival Have you ever been to the 
Munich Beer Festival?PHRASESa pint of beer Two pints of beer, please.a bottle/can 

of beer The fridge was full of cans of beer.a barrel of beer (=a large container of 
beer) He bought a barrel of beer for the party.a crate of beer (=a large box containing 
bottles of beer) 

before /bɪˈfɔː $ -ˈfɔːr/ preposition  earlier than something or someone: Let’s 

meet at our house before the show. Larry arrived home before me. Before leaving, he 
checked that he had all his things.ADVERBSjust before Hugh arrived just before the 

ceremony.NOUNSbefore breakfast/lunch/dinner I usually take a shower before 
breakfast.before (the) class I spoke to the teacher before class.before the 
end/beginning of sth The new road should be completed before the end of the 

year.before 10 o'clock/midnight/midday etc Make sure that you're back before 5 
o'clock.PHRASESthe day before yesterday (=two days ago) We only got back from 
Scotland the day before yesterday.not before The police arrived, not before the 

thieves had got away.before long (=used when saying that something happened soon 
after another thing) Other students joined in the protest, and before long there was a 

crowd of 200 or so.THESAURUS: beforebyno later than a particular time or  

date:The children are usually in bed by 9 o’clock. | We have to be out of our hotel  

room by 10 o’clock.prior to formalbefore something happens - used especially in  

official English:Please arrive at the airport two hours prior to departure.earlierbefore 

now, or before the time you are talking about:I saw her earlier. | I had sent the letter  
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earlier in the week.previouslybefore now, or before a time in the past:He previously  

worked as an electrician. | The show starred a previously unknown actress called  

Jennifer Aniston.in advancebefore something happens – used especially when talking  

about the arrangements for something:Let me know in advance if you are going to be 

late. | The landlord wants three months’ rent in advance.beforehand also ahead of  

timebefore something happens, especially so that you are ready:I wish we had known 

about all this beforehand. | It’s always best to decide beforehand how much you want  

to pay.  

begin verb  THESAURUS > start1 (1), start1 (2) 

beginner noun  someone who has just started to do or learn 

somethingADJECTIVESan absolute/complete/total beginner I was a complete 

beginner and I had never played golf before.a real beginner If you are a real 
beginner, you won’t understand even the most basic words of the language.a false 
beginner (=someone who has studied before, but is still at a low level) The course is 

for students who are false beginners. 

beginning /bɪˈɡɪnɪŋ/ noun  1. the start or first part of an event, story, period of 

time etcVERBSmark the beginning of sth (=be the beginning of something) This 

event marked the beginning of a ten-year worldwide depression.signal/herald the 
beginning of sth (=show that something will happen soon) The release of 
Mandela signalled the beginning of the end of South Africa’s racist system.see the 

beginning of sth (=be the time when something important starts to happen) The 
1970s saw the beginning of a technological revolution.ADJECTIVESa new 
beginning The country needed a new government and a new beginning.Don’t say a 

fresh beginning. Say a new beginning or a fresh start.PREPOSITIONSat the 
beginning The store opened at the beginning of February. | There is a quotation at the 
beginning of the book.in the beginning In the beginning I found the work quite 

hard.since the beginning Since the beginning of the year, 238 soldiers have been 
killed.from the beginning I opposed this war from the beginning.PHRASESright 
from/at the beginning from/at the very beginning (=used for emphasis) He had 

been lying to me from the very beginning. | That’s what I suggested right at the 
beginning.from beginning to end This piece of work was a challenge from beginning 
to end.start at the beginning (=start a story or activity at the first part) Just start at 

the beginning and tell us exactly what happened.sth is just/only the 
beginning (=used to emphasize that many more things will happen) Signing the 

contract is just the beginning of a long process.THESAURUS: beginningstartthe 

beginning of something, or the way something begins. Start is a little less formal  

than beginning:Tomorrow marks the start of the presidential election campaign. | It  

was not a good start to the day. | The runners lined up for the start of the race. | We 

wanted to give our marriage a fresh start (=one in which you forget about all the 

problems and bad things that have happened). | I knew from the start that it wasn’t  

going to be an easy climb.commencement formalthe beginning of something – used 

especially in official contexts:Tomorrow marks the commencement of the academic  

year. | The commencement of the contract is on January 1st.originthe point from 
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which something starts to exist:He wrote a book about the origins of the 

universe. | One idea concerning the origin of human language is that humans began to  

copy the sounds of nature. | The tradition has its origins in medieval times. Origin is  

often used in the plural. the onset of sththe time when something bad begins, such  

as illness, old age, or cold weather:An active lifestyle can delay the onset  

of many diseases common to aging. | The weather became colder, marking the onset  

of winter.dawn literarythe beginning of an important period of time in history:People  

have worshipped gods since the dawn of civilization. | Apples have been with us since 

the dawn of time. | Here we are, at the dawn of a new age of genetics and the 

biosciences. | At the dawn of the 21st century, nations depend more on each other  

than at any other point in human history.birththe beginning of something important  

that will change many people’s lives:We have seen the birth of democracy in South  

Africa. | The birth of the environmental movement was in the 1960s. | This was  

the birth of a new nation.ANTONYMS → end1 (1)2. the early signs or stages of 

something that later develops into something bigger or more 

important GrammarAlways plural in this meaning. ADJECTIVEShumble/modest 

beginnings She rose from humble beginnings to become a senator.small 

beginnings From small beginnings the firm grew into a major computer 
manufacturer.early beginnings The Royal Society had its early beginnings in informal 
meetings.PREPOSITIONSfrom ... beginnings We learn how the planet 

evolved from its beginnings to its present state. 

behave /bɪˈheɪv/ verb  to do things that are good, bad, sensible 

etcADVERBSbehave badly/disgracefully/outrageously I think he behaved very 

badly towards you.behave differently Children sometimes behave completely 
differently at home and at school.behave oddly/strangely The dog’s owner noticed 
that it was behaving oddly.behave sensibly/responsibly I’m sure you’ll behave 

sensibly while I’m away.behave properly These kids don’t know how to behave 
properly in restaurants.behave impeccably (=extremely well) We expect you to 
behave impeccably when you are on a field trip representing your 

school.PREPOSITIONSbehave with dignity/courage etc These people behaved with 
great dignity even when they were abused and insulted.PHRASESbehave like/as if/as 
though (=as if a particular thing is true, usually when it is not) He behaved as if he 

had never met me before.THESAURUS: behaveactto behave in a particular way,  

especially in a way that seems unusual, surprising, or annoying to other people:Tina’s  

been acting very strangely lately. | What makes grown people act like that? | He acts  

as if he owns the place.treatto behave towards someone or deal with someone in a  

particular way:She said that he’d treated her really badly throughout their two-year  

marriage. | I was well treated while I was in prison. | I’m sick of my 

parents treating me like a child.conformto behave in the way that most other people  

in your group or society behave:Employees feel under pressure to conform to the 
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rules. | Young people sometimes want to rebel and therefore they refuse to  

conform.conduct yourself formalto behave in a particular way, especially in a  

situation where people will notice and judge the way you behave:Public figures have a  

duty to conduct themselves responsibly, even in their private lives. | By the end of the 

course, you should be able to conduct yourself with confidence in any meeting.  

behaviour BrE behavior AmE /bɪˈheɪvjə $ -ər/ noun  the way that someone 

behaves and the things that they doADJECTIVESgood/bad behaviour It is important 

to reward good behaviour. | The boys were suspended from school for bad 
behaviour.normal/abnormal behaviour They thought their son’s behaviour was 
perfectly normal. | Were there any signs of abnormal 

behaviour?aggressive/violent/threatening behaviour His behavior became 
increasingly violent.strange behaviour What could be causing her strange 
behaviour?antisocial behaviour Antisocial behaviour such as spitting and swearing in 

public will not be tolerated.acceptable/unacceptable behaviour This sort of 
behavior is completely unacceptable.appropriate/inappropriate 
behaviour formal (=suitable/not suitable in a situation) Inappropriate behaviour must 

not be ignored.human/animal behaviour The scientific study of human behaviour is 
known as psychology. | detailed observations of animal behaviourcriminal 

behaviour There are many theories as to what causes criminal behavior.sexual 
behaviour a survey of human sexual behaviourbehaviour + NOUNSbehaviour 
problems She teaches children with behaviour problems.VERBSchange your 

behaviour also modify your behaviour formal He has no reason to change his 
behaviour.affect/influence sb’s behaviour The genes we inherit influence our 
behaviour.examine/observe sb’s behaviour Scientists examined the behaviour of 

mice injected with the drug.explain sb’s behaviour (=be or give a reason for 
it) That’s the only way I can explain her behaviour.excuse sb’s behaviour (=make 
someone’s bad behaviour acceptable) He’s very tired, but that doesn’t excuse his 

behavior.apologize for sb’s behaviour David apologized for his behaviour towards 
me.sb’s behaviour gets better/improves His behaviour in school has improved.sb’s 
behaviour gets worse also sb’s behaviour deteriorates formal Children’s behaviour 

often deteriorates when they are anxious about something.PREPOSITIONSsb’s 
behaviour towards/toward sb She complained about her boss’s 
inappropriate behavior towards her.PHRASESstandards of behaviour The school 

expects certain standards of behaviour from its students. | It’s a parent’s job to instruct 
children in acceptable standards of behaviour.a pattern of 
behaviour Different patterns of behaviour exist in different cultures.be on your best 

behaviour (=be behaving as well and politely as you can) I want you both to be on 

your best behaviour at Grandad’s.THESAURUS: behaviourconduct formalthe 

way someone behaves in public or in their job – used mainly in official or legal  

contexts:Bates was arrested and charged with disorderly conduct (=noisy and 

violent). | The committee found him guilty of unsatisfactory professional  

conduct.mannerthe way someone behaves when they are talking to or dealing with  

other people, which is shown in their expression, their voice etc:She had a pleasant  

friendly manner. | Suddenly his whole manner changed, and he started shouting. | His  

initial manner towards her had been rather  
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formal.demeanour BrE demeanor AmE formalthe way someone looks and behaves,  

which shows you something about their character or feelings:She maintained a calm 

demeanour at all times. | Wenger’s demeanor suggested that he was not happy with  

the situation.anticssomeone’s behaviour – used when you think it is silly, funny,  

strange, or annoying:The drunken antics of some English football fans have brought  

shame on the country. | The actor is becoming known for his increasingly bizarre off-

screen antics.  

behind /bɪˈhaɪnd/ preposition adverb  at or towards the back of a thing or 

person: Behind the house there was a beautiful old oak tree.VERBSgo behind 
sb/sth The sun went behind a cloud.stand behind sb/sth I turned to speak to the 

person standing behind me.sit behind sb/sth The manager was sitting behind a huge 
desk.follow behind sb He set off down the road with the rest of us following close 
behind.creep up behind sb Someone could easily creep up behind us.get stuck 

behind sb/sth I got stuck behind a truck on the way to the airport.shut/close the 
door behind sb Jane shut the door behind her.NOUNS + behindthe man/woman/car 

etc behind The car behind was hooting impatiently.THESAURUS: behindat the 

back BrE in (the) back AmEbehind something, especially a building:There’s a small  

garden at the back of the cottage. | Their house has a pool in the back.at/to the 

rear writtenbehind something, especially a building. At/to the rear sounds rather  

formal and is used especially in written descriptions:They parked in a small carpark at  

the rear of the hotel. | There is a small seating area to the rear.in the backgroundif  

someone or something is in the background, it is behind the place where the main  

activity is happening:If you look carefully at the painting, you will see several men 

sitting at a table in the background.  

belief /bəˈliːf, bɪˈliːf/ noun  the feeling that something is definitely true or 

definitely existsADJECTIVESa firm/strong belief It is still my firm belief that we did 
the right thing.a strongly/deeply held belief (=that you believe very 

much) Many strongly held beliefs have been proved wrong.a 
common/popular/widespread/widely held belief (=that a lot of people 
believe) There is a common belief that educational standards are getting worse. | The 

article expressed the widely held belief that unemployment leads to crime.a 
mistaken/false belief There is a mistaken belief that being famous is the most 
important thing in life.a sincere belief (=based on what you really feel is true) We 

have a sincere belief in the power of art to enhance human life.a passionate belief He 
had a passionate belief in justice.religious/political beliefs People of all religious 
beliefs come here to pray.VERBShave a belief also hold a belief formal You must 

always have the belief that you can succeed. | He held this belief until the day he 
died.share sb’s belief She does not share my belief that things will improve.respect 
sb’s beliefs It is important to respect other people’s beliefs.defy/beggar belief (=be 

extremely surprising) It beggars belief that something like this could happen.belief + 

NOUNSa belief system His political views are an important part of his belief 
system.PREPOSITIONSa belief in sth She has a strong belief in God.beliefs about 

sth Our beliefs about women in the workplace are very different.beyond belief (=so 
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extreme that it is difficult to believe) His rudeness is beyond belief.PHRASESit is my 

belief that It is my belief that technology makes life better.contrary to popular 
belief (=opposite to what most people think) Contrary to popular belief, boys are not 

usually better at maths than girls.be based on the belief that Our policies must be 
based on the belief that the planet’s resources are finite.do sth in the belief 
that (=do it because you believe something is true) Thieves broke into the building in 

the mistaken belief that there was expensive computer equipment inside. 

believe /bəˈliːv, bɪˈliːv/ verb  1. to be sure that something is true or that 

someone is telling the truthADVERBSstrongly/firmly believe I strongly believe that all 
children deserve a good education.passionately/fervently believe (=be extremely 

sure) She passionately believes that what she is doing is 
important.genuinely/honestly/sincerely believe Do you honestly believe it was an 
accident?wrongly/mistakenly believe Many people wrongly believe that the disease 

can be caused by eating too much sugar.it is generally/widely believed 
that (=most or many people believe that) It is generally believed that stress can affect 
the heart.PHRASES(I) don’t believe a word of it (=used to say strongly that you do 

not believe something) He says he’ll have the money ready for me tomorrow, but I 

don’t believe a word of it.THESAURUS: 

believeacceptexplanation | story | version of events |to believe that something  

is true, especially because someone has persuaded you to believe it:His wife accepted 

his explanation for why he was late. | I don't accept their story. | Leah had slowly  

come to accept her brother’s version of events.take sb’s word for it especially  

spokento believe what someone says is true, even though you have no proof or  

experience of it:I don’t know anything about him, so I’ll just have to take your word for  

it. | You don’t have to take my word for it – go and see for yourself. | “Cakes are very  

easy to make.” “I’ll take your word for it.”give sb the benefit of the doubtto believe 

what someone says, even though you think it might not be true:Unless you have proof,  

you should give him the benefit of the doubt.TO BELIEVE SOMETHING THAT IS  

UNTRUEbe taken in also fall for sth informalstory | excuse | claimto be tricked into  

believing something that is not true:I can’t believe she fell for that old excuse! | A lot  

of people were taken in by these claims.swallow informalstory | explanation | liesto  

believe a story or explanation that is not true, especially when this makes you seem 

silly:His aunt had swallowed his story unquestioningly.2. to believe that someone or 

something existsPREPOSITIONSbelieve in God He started to pray, even though he did 
not believe in God.believe in miracles/ghosts etc Hearing that she was alive was 

almost enough to make me believe in miracles. 

bell /bel/ noun  an object or piece of equipment that makes a ringing sound, 

usually as a signalbell + VERBSa bell rings I could hear the church bells ringing in the 

distance.a bell rings out (=rings loudly) The bells rang out to celebrate the end of the 
war.a bell sounds/goes (=a bell makes a sound, especially an electric bell or warning 
bell) He raced for the school gates when the bell went.a bell chimes (=rings several 

times, especially in order to tell you the time of day) The bells of Princeton 
University chimed the hour.a bell tolls (=rings slowly, when someone has died) The 
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church bell was tolling in the distance.a bell tinkles (=a small bell rings with a high 

sound) The little bells on the horse’s harness tinkled merrily.VERBS + bellring a 
bell She rang the bell, and a maid opened the door.press the bell (=press a button to 

ring a bell) Irina pressed the bell for the nurse (=to call the nurse).answer the 
bell (=go and see who is ringing the bell) He dashed downstairs to answer the front 
door bell.NOUNS + bellthe door bell At that moment the door bell rang and Sophia 

went to answer it.a church/temple bell She woke on Sunday morning to the sound 
of church bells.the school bell She used to ring the school bell at the end of the day.a 
bicycle bell He rang his bicycle bell to warn us to get out of the way.a cow 

bell (=worn by a cow) People use the phrase wedding bells when saying that a  

couple are going to get married: Mark and Bridget seem very happy and we expect to  

hear wedding bells soon. PHRASESa peal of bells (=the sound of bells being rung 

several times) At midnight a peal of bells rings out. 

belongings /bɪˈlɒŋɪŋz $ bɪˈlɒːŋ-/ noun  the things you own, especially things 

that you can carry with youADJECTIVESpersonal belongings All students have a locker 
where they can store their personal belongings.sb’s most precious belongings (=the 
things which are the most important to you) She kept her most precious belongings in a 

box under her bed.VERBStake your belongings with you Don’t forget to take all 
your belongings with you when you get off the train.pack/pack up your 
belongings (=put them in a bag or suitcase) She packed all her belongings into an old 

suitcase.collect/gather your belongings Joe gathered his belongings and got ready 
to leave.go through/sort through your belongings (=search through 
them) He went through all his belongings trying to find his passport.rifle through sb’s 

belongings (=quickly and carelessly search through them) The man was rifling 
through my belongings, looking for something to steal.PREPOSITIONSamong your 
belongings They found the letter among his other belongings. 

belt /belt/ noun  1. a band of leather, cloth etc that you wear around your 

waistADJECTIVESa wide/broad belt Around his waist he wore a broad leather belt.a 
narrow/thin belt The dress has a narrow belt.a leather/plastic/silver belt He wore 

a big leather belt.VERBSwear a belt She was wearing a belt with a gold-plated 
buckle.buckle/fasten/do up your belt She put the robe on 
and fastened the belt.unbuckle/unfasten/undo your belt He unbuckled his belt and 

took his jeans off.loosen your belt After he finished eating, he loosened his belt a 
little.tighten your belt She tightened the belt of her coat and turned up the 

collar. Tighten your belt is usually used metaphorically to mean ‘try to spend less  

money than you used to’. NOUNS + belta gun/sword belt (=for holding a gun or 

sword) One protester tried to grab an officer’s gun belt.a money belt (=one with a 

pocket for money)belt + NOUNSa belt buckle He undid his belt buckle.2. an area 
across or around a place, which has particular things or people in itADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ belta wide/narrow belt Along the coast is a wide belt of sand dunes. | Most of the 

population is located in a narrow urban belt.a mountain/forest/desert belt Where 
two continents collide, a mountain belt is formed.a coastal belt This narrow coastal 
belt is mainly desert.a shelter belt The house is protected by a shelter belt of 

trees.the industrial belt (=where there are a lot of factories) He claimed that 
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the industrial belt of Silesia was ‘the most polluted part of Europe’.the green 

belt BrE (=land around a city where building is not allowed) The government has said it 
will protect the green belt.the corn/cotton/wheat belt (=where corn etc is 

grown) Dust storms hit the wheat belt in the 1930s.the rust belt/the Rust 
Belt (=where many factories have closed) The Rust Belt states saw entire industries die 
in the early 1980s.the commuter belt BrE (=an area around a large city from where 

people travel to work in the city every day) House prices are high in the 
London commuter belt.the stockbroker belt BrE (=an area around a city where rich 
people who work in the city live) She lived in a big house in the stockbroker belt.the 

asteroid belt The asteroid belt lies between Mars and Jupiter.PREPOSITIONSa belt of 
sth The hotel is screened from the nearest road by a belt of trees. 

bend /bend/ noun  a curved part of something, especially a road or 

riverADJECTIVESa sharp/tight bend (=that changes direction suddenly) Drivers 

usually slow down when approaching a sharp bend.a hairpin bend (=a very sharp 
bend in a road) The road wound up the mountain in a series of hairpin bends.a 
slight/gentle/wide bend (=that changes direction slightly or gradually) Ahead of us 

there was a wide bend in the river.a blind bend (=that you cannot see around when 
you are driving) Never overtake another car on a blind bend.a left-hand/right-hand 

bend (=going towards the left or the right) Take the turning just after the left-hand 
bend in the road.the first/next/final bend They rounded the final bend in the long 
drive and the house came into view.VERBScome around/round a bend Suddenly a 

motorbike came around the bend at top speed.round/take a 
bend He rounded the bend much too fast.negotiate a bend (=go round a sharp and 
difficult bend) The lorry knocked the sign over while trying 

to negotiate the bend.PREPOSITIONSa bend in sth There’s a bend in the pipe. 

beneficial adjective  THESAURUS > good (1) 

 

benefit AC /ˈbenəfɪt, ˈbenɪfɪt/ noun  1. an advantage or improvement that you 

get from something, especially one that helps you in your lifeADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ benefita great/major/substantial benefit The changes have brought great 

benefits to the organization.a real benefit To get some real benefit from the exercise, 
you should continue for at least half an hour.a direct benefit The money raised has 
been of direct benefit to the students.a lasting benefit These plans are likely to result 

in lasting benefit to the whole of our district.the full/maximum benefit of sth They 
will have the full benefit of our facilities.economic/social/environmental etc 
benefits Tourism has brought considerable economic benefits to the island.health 

benefits We all know the health benefits of eating green vegetables.mutual 
benefit (=for both people, companies etc involved) Our two companies are working 
together for mutual benefit.potential benefits (=that you might get) The potential 

benefits of the scheme must be weighed against the costs involved.VERBSget/gain a 
benefit also gain/derive a benefit formal If you do not exercise regularly, you are 
unlikely to get any benefit.enjoy the benefits We’re enjoying the benefits of living in a 

warm climate.have the benefit of sth I never had the benefit of a university 
education. | All the hotel rooms have the benefit of a balcony.reap the 

benefits (=enjoy the advantages of something you have worked hard to get) He was 
looking forward to reaping the benefits of all his hard work.bring/provide 
benefits The new bridge has brought considerable benefits.have 
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benefits Breastfeeding has health benefits for both baby and mother.see/appreciate 

the benefit of sth (=realize that it brings advantages) Some English people can’t see 
the benefit of learning another language.sth outweighs the benefits (=something is 

more important than the benefits) Make sure that the risks don’t outweigh the 
benefits.PREPOSITIONSthe benefits of sth What are the benefits of wearing contact 
lenses?benefit for/to sb This project will have benefits for everyone involved. | More 

efficient production is a benefit to all factories.the benefit from sth Some patients will 
get no benefit from this treatment.with/without the benefit of sth Most people 
manage without the benefit of servants.PHRASESbe of benefit to sb (=be useful or 

helpful to someone) His coaching has been of benefit to all the players. | I hope that 
the decision taken today will be to the benefit of the whole nation.be to sb’s 
benefit (=be helpful to someone) They oppose all change unless it is to their 

benefit.for the benefit of sb (=for someone to use) There is also a gym for the benefit 
of staff.for your own benefit (=for yourself) He used the money for his own benefit, 

instead of using it to help other people.THESAURUS: 

benefit→ advantage2. BrE money from the government for people who are sick, 

unemployed or have little moneyVERBSclaim benefit (=apply for it and get it) You may 

be able to claim benefit.get/receive a benefit Are you receiving any benefits?live on 
benefits Since he lost his job the family has been living on benefits.be entitled 
to/eligible for benefit (=be able to get it) Because she has savings, she is not 

entitled to any benefits.lose your benefit (=not get it) If you refuse a job offer, you 
could lose your benefits.NOUNS + benefitstate benefits (=from the government) The 

family is dependent on state benefits.welfare benefits She lied in order to get 
extra welfare benefits.child benefit (=for people who have children) Child benefit will 
not now be paid to higher income families.housing benefit (=to help pay someone’s 

rent or mortgage) The housing benefit covered the cost of their rent.PREPOSITIONSbe 
on benefit He hates being on benefit. 

benevolent /bəˈnevələnt/ adjective  THESAURUS > kind2 

bent adjective  no longer straightADVERBS AND PHRASESslightly bent Stand 

with your knees slightly bent.bent double (=with the top part of your body leaning 
forward towards your legs) He breathed in deeply, bent double in pain.bent in the 

middle/bent in two The knife was bent in the middle.keep your head bent She kept 
her head bent so that Josie couldn’t see her face.NOUNSbent metal/wire etc I cut 
myself on a piece of bent metal.a bent old man/woman (=not standing straight) The 

door was answered by a bent old woman.THESAURUS: 

benttwistedankle | knee | metal | wreckage | remains | branch | trunkhaving  

a bent shape that turns around – used especially when something has lost its natural  

straight shape:I had a twisted ankle. | His knee was all twisted. | All that was left was  

a pile of twisted metal. | They looked inside the twisted wreckage of the car. | He 

climbed up a twisted tree 

trunk.curvedsurface | line | wings | beak | knife | sword | bladebent in the shape  

of part of a circle, especially naturally or because something has been made that  

way:The mirror has a curved surface. | You could see the long curved line of the beach  

stretching into the distance. | The plane’s wings are curved. | The bird has a long 
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curved beak. | The dagger had a curved 

blade.warpedwood | plastic | board | window | doorbent or twisted into the wrong 

shape because of heat or dryness:The house has warped wooden floorboards. | The 

windows are warped and won’t open 

anymore.crookedteeth | nose | spine | path | street | sticknot straight, but  

bending sharply in one or more places, especially in a way that looks different from 

normal or does not look right:He had crooked teeth. | The witch had a crooked nose 

and a long thin face. | The boys at school used to make fun of me because I have a  

crooked spine. | They walked along a crooked path through the forest. | We got lost in  

the narrow crooked streets of the old town. | The guide had an old crooked stick. | The 

picture looks crooked – can you move it up on the left?wavyline | hairhaving  

smooth bends in it, usually in a regular pattern:The pictures were separated by a thin  

wavy line. | She shook back her brown wavy hair.  

best1 /best/ adjective noun  better than anything else or anyone 

else GrammarAs a noun, best is always used in the phrase the best. PHRASESone of 

the best It’s one of the best restaurants in New York.easily the best/by far the 
best (=much better than the others) The series was easily the best TV drama this 
year. | One girl stood out as by far the best singer.the very best (=the best – used for 

emphasis) The very best athletes compete at the Olympics.the best in the world/the 
country The university is one of the best in the world.make the best use of 
sth Making the best use of space is important in any room.NOUNSthe best way The 

best way to learn a language is to live in a country where it is spoken.the best thing 
(to do) The best thing to do is to apologize immediately.the best place to 
be/live London is the best place to be if you like going to the theatre.the best person 

for the job I’ve worked with her before and I believe she’s the best person for the 
job.best + ADJECTIVESthe best possible We sold the house at the best 
possible time.the best available The tuition we offer here is the best 

available.VERBSwant the best Parents naturally want the best for their children.think 
it best to do sth (=think that you should do something) I thought it best not to 
mention the matter.ANTONYMS → worst 

best2 /best/ adverb  1. more than othersVERBSlike sb/sth best Which jacket do 

you like best?know sb/sth best Those who know him best say he has a great sense of 

humour.suit sb best Choose the style that suits you best.be best remembered for 
sth as sth (=for a particular reason, more than any others) He is best remembered for 
his role in ‘Casablanca’.2. in a way that is better than any otherVERBSwork best Use 

the method that works best for you.describe sth best The feeling can best be 
described as like falling from a tall building.explain sth best Which of these 
theories best explains the behaviour of voters?understand sth 

best We understand the visual signs best.be best achieved Communication is best 
achieved by personal contact.PHRASEShow best to do sth We discussed how best 
to deal with the problem. 

best-selling adjective  THESAURUS > successful (3) 
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bet noun  an agreement that someone will be given money if something happens, 

and lose money if it does not happenVERBSput/place/lay a bet She placed a bet on a 
horse called Lucky.make a bet He made a bet with her that she couldn’t be silent for 

three hours.win/lose a bet France won the game and I won my bet. | He lost the bet, 
but he hasn’t paid me yet.have a bet Are you going to have a bet on the race?put a 
bet on (sth) He asked his brother to put a bet on for him.take/accept a 

bet (=accept someone’s money as part of a bet) They’re taking bets on the result of 

the election now. Place, put, or make a bet?You usually place/put a bet when  

gambling on the result of a horse race or a game: I put a bet on a horse and it came  

last.You use make a bet about more informal arrangements where you predict what  

will happen: We made a bet that the first one to get to the pub would buy the  

drinks.Lay a bet can be used in both meanings. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + beta £50 

bet/$100 bet etc Someone placed a £1,500 bet on the horse at odds of 14–1.a 
big/small bet He felt confident enough to make a big bet.a good/safe/sure/fair 
bet (=someone or something that is likely to be successful or to happen) It’s a safe 

bet that he will win. | I think Stephen is now an extremely good bet for the world 
championship.a bad bet (=a bet that you did not win, or are unlikely to win) She made 
what turned out to be a bad bet.an outside bet (=someone or something that is not 

expected to be successful by many people) He is a reasonable outside bet for the 
job.PREPOSITIONSa bet on sth I put a bet on a race and I lost my money.for a bet He 
dived off the bridge for a bet. 

better /ˈbetə $ -ər/ adjective, adverb  the comparative form of ‘good’ or 

‘well’ADVERBSmuch better/a lot better The weather is much better today.slightly 
better/a little better also a bit better informal She woke up feeling slightly 

better.infinitely better (=very much better) The new system is infinitely better than 
the old one.marginally better (=only very slightly better) The team did marginally 
better in the next game.even better The show was even better than I 

expected.VERBSget better The situation should get better soon.feel better Are you 
feeling any better?PHRASESthere is nothing better than sth There is nothing better 

than having praise from someone whose work you respect.THESAURUS: 

bettersuperiorbetter, especially in quality:German cars are far superior. | He thinks  

men are superior to women. | This is a superior product.preferable formalmore 

suitable or useful – used when saying which one you prefer:Cash would be 

preferable. | Anything would be preferable to the system we have now.be an 

improvement on sthto be better than something that existed before:The engine is a  

huge improvement on previous diesel engines.have the edgeto be slightly better than  

another person or thing – used especially when saying which one will win in a game or  

competition:Federer is likely to have the edge in Sunday’s game. | For me, this  

film has the edge over the others.be miles ahead (of sb/sth) also be streets 

ahead (of sb/sth) BrE informalto be very much better than someone or something  

that you are competing against:The company is streets ahead of its rivals.there’s no 
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comparison spokenused to emphasize that one person or thing is clearly much better  

than someone or something else:There’s no comparison between the two 

teams. | “Which apartment do you prefer?” “Well, there’s no comparison. The first one 

we saw is bigger, quieter, and has much nicer furniture.”ANTONYMS → worse 

bewildering /bɪˈwɪldərɪŋ/ adjective  THESAURUS > confusing 

bias AC /ˈbaɪəs/ noun  an unfair attitude which makes you treat one person or 

group better or worse than anotherADJECTIVES/NOUNS + biaspolitical bias New 

reporting is often affected by political bias.personal bias During the job interview, you 
should be careful to avoid personal bias towards or against the candidate.ideological 
bias (=a bias that comes from a particular way of thinking about the world) Historical 

accounts often contain some political or ideological bias.liberal/right-wing/left-wing 
etc bias Many Republicans claim that the US media has a liberal bias.a 
strong/marked bias There is a strong bias against older women.a 

clear/obvious/blatant bias The press showed a clear bias towards the ruling 
party.racial/cultural bias There is evidence of racial bias in some court cases. | The 
test questions may have a cultural bias, and children from non-British homes have 

difficulty answering them.gender bias (=a bias concerning men and women) There is 
a gender bias in many toys: pink kitchens for the girls, blue cars for the boys.class 
bias Is there a class bias in who gets admitted to universities?patriotic bias (=a bias 

in favour of your country) There is a patriotic bias in favour of the England team.media 
bias The candidate complained of media bias against him in the run-up to the 
election.VERBShave a bias against/in favour of sb The college has a bias in favour 

of middle-class students.show/display/demonstrate bias The referee is not allowed 
to show any bias toward either team.accuse sb of bias He accused the newspaper of 
having a liberal bias.avoid bias Teachers are careful to avoid bias towards any 

student.reflect/reveal a bias The way the questions were worded reflected a 
bias against fat people.eliminate/reduce bias The participants are chosen at random, 
in order to reduce bias.overcome bias Women are still working 

to overcome traditional bias in the workplace.PREPOSITIONSa bias against sb The 
article shows a bias against women.a bias towards/toward/in favour of sb An 
analysis of national television news revealed a significant bias towards the 

government.without bias The information must be presented without bias.PHRASESbe 
free from bias The news is supposed to be free from bias.anti-American/anti-

intellectual etc bias He accused the newspaper of having an anti-French bias.pro-
British/pro-government etc bias Israel accused them of a pro-Arab bias in their 
Middle East policies. 

 

bicycle /ˈbaɪsɪkəl/ noun  a vehicle with two wheels that you ride by pushing its 

pedals with your feetVERBSride a bicycle Riding a bicycle is very good exercise.Don’t 
say drive a bicycle.get on/get off your bicycle I got on my bicycle and cycled over to 

Rob’s house.mount your bicycle formal (=get on it) Sara mounted her bicycle and 
rode off.pedal a bicycle I used to see her pedalling her bicycle around 
town.push/wheel a bicycle (=walk beside it pushing it) She was wheeling her 

bicycle and talking to some friends.fall off/be knocked off your bicycle He 
was knocked off his bicycle by a careless driver.bicycle + NOUNSa bicycle ride They 
went for a 50 km bicycle ride.a bicycle helmet Always wear a bicycle helmet.a 
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bicycle pump (=for putting more air in a tyre)a bicycle wheel/tyre My front bicycle 

tyre is flat.a bicycle shed (=a place for keeping bicycles in) He built a bicycle shed in 
the back yard.a bicycle rack (=a metal frame that you can attach your bike to) There 

are some bicycle racks in front of the station.a bicycle shop also a bicycle 
store AmE Your local bicycle shop can advise you about what is the best bike for 
you.PREPOSITIONSon a bicycle They saw a few boys on bicycles.by bicycle In many 

cities, it is too dangerous for children to travel by bicycle. Bicycle or bike?In  

everyday English, people usually say bike: I ride my bike to work. Bicycle sounds  

rather formal.  

bid /bɪd/ noun  1. an offer to pay a particular price for something, especially at 

an auctionADJECTIVES/NOUNS + bida high/low bid There were several high bids for 

the painting.an opening bid (=the first bid at an auction) The opening bid was only 
$10.a final bid She was successful with a final bid of £9,500.the winning bid A 
wealthy Chinese businessman made the winning bid for the painting.a 

rival/competing bid (=competing with someone else’s bid) Shareholders will have to 
choose between two rival bids for the football club.VERBSmake a bid A film 
company made a bid for the film rights to the book.put in a bid/place a 

bid also submit a bid formal (=officially make a bid) Property developers have put in a 
bid for the land.receive a bid They received four bids for the company.attract a 
bid The business attracted bids of over £2 billion.accept a bid An auctioneer may 

refuse to accept any bid below a certain price.reject a bid The team 
has rejected a bid for its top player.invite bids (=say something is for sale) The 
company is inviting bids for its nine hotels.PREPOSITIONSa bid for sth They put in 

a bid for the house.a bid by/from sb The company rejected a bid by US Airlines.2. an 
attempt to do or get somethingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + bida successful bid The agency 
made a successful bid for funding.an unsuccessful/failed bid He made a failed 

bid for the presidency.a desperate bid Knox made a desperate bid to stop the ball 
reaching the goal.a rescue/escape bid Helicopters were brought in to help with 
the rescue bid. | Two prisoners made an escape bid.a takeover bid (=an attempt to 

buy another company) Staff are afraid that the takeover bid will threaten their jobs.a 
hostile bid (=an attempt to buy another company that does not want to be 
bought) The company faces a hostile bid from a major US firm.a leadership 

bid His leadership bid ended because of the affair.a presidential bid (=an attempt to 
become president) He had supported Reagan’s 1980 presidential bid.an election/re-
election bid Carter lost his re-election bid in 1980.VERBSmake a bid The party 

is making a serious bid for power.launch/mount a bid The city launched a bid to host 
the 2012 Olympic Games.succeed/fail in a bid to do sth We succeeded in our bid to 
reach the final. | Terry failed in his bid to keep the story out of the newspapers.a bid 

succeeds/fails The bid failed when officials rejected the plan. | If his bid succeeds, he 
will be the first person from the college to play for his country.PREPOSITIONSa bid for 

sth The ex-president made another bid for power.in a bid to do sth Stores installed 
cameras in a bid to reduce crime.PHRASESa bid for freedom (=an attempt to 
escape) The prisoners made a bid for freedom but they were soon recaptured. 

big /bɪɡ/ adjective  1. large in sizeNOUNSa big house/building They live in 

a big house in New York.a big country/city/place Canada is a big country.a big 
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road/river There is a big road outside the school.a big company/organization His 

father works for a big oil company.a big smile/grin She came out of the room with 

a big smile on her face and said “I’ve got the job!” Using big about peopleWhen you  

use big about people, it usually means that they have a lot of muscles, or they are  

fat: He was accompanied by two big bodyguards. I’m getting too big for these  

jeans.You also use big about people in your family who are older than you: She’s  

my big sister (=my older sister). ANTONYMS → small (1)2. very noticeable, 

important, or seriousNOUNSa big effect/impact The internet has had a big effect on 
our lives.a big difference There is a big difference in the price.a big change It was 
a big change in my life.a big advantage/disadvantage Our team had a big 

disadvantage, because we had never played together before.a big problem Don’t 
worry – it’s not such a big problem.a big mistake Marrying him was the biggest 

mistake she had ever made.THESAURUS: 

big→ important (1)ANTONYMS → small (1)3. large in number or amountNOUNSa 

big increase/decrease There has been a big increase in the number of people looking 
for work.a big cut/reduction/fall The sign says there are big price reductions.a big 
profit/loss The company announced big profits.a big population The city has a big 

population. You usually say a large amount, not a ‘big’ one. You also usually  

say large numbers of people/things, not ‘big’ ones. THESAURUS: bigSENSES 1,  

2, & 3 Academic WritingIn academic writing, it is better to use a more formal word  

instead of big. For example, you can say a large area instead of ‘a big area’  

or a major cause instead of ‘a big cause’. You can find more information about these  

alternative words  

below. largenumber | amount | quantity | proportion | increase | profit | area 

| man | womanlarge means the same as big, but is more formal. You 

use large when talking about the size, number, or amount of something:The museum 

attracts a large number of visitors. | The computer can store large amounts of  

data. | They found large quantities of weapons. | A large proportion of the food we buy 

is wasted. | There has been a large increase in the number of cars on the roads. | Oil  

companies make large profits. | Large areas of the forest have been destroyed. | He 

pointed to a large man in dark glasses. | Larger women sometimes have difficulty  

finding nice clothes. Big or large?You don’t use large when talking about the  

importance or seriousness of something.For example, you say a big problem (not a  

‘large’ one), a big mistake (not a ‘large’ one), and a big effect (not a ‘large’  
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one). greatsuccess | change | difference | number | variety | advantage | hon

our | mistakevery big – often used when something is very impressive, important, or  

serious:The show was a great success. | We are living in a time of great  

change. | Having the money has made a great difference to our lives. | The female lays  

a great number of eggs. | The store sells a great variety of household goods. | The 

great advantage of wind power is that it does not harm the environment. | It is a great  

honour to receive this award. | It would be a great mistake to ignore this  

evidence.majorpart | role | factor | problem | issue | change | cause | source | 

contribution | impactbig and important:Women’s health is a major part of our  

work. | He played a major role in the team’s success. | Exercise is a major factor in  

preventing heart disease. | Pollution is a major problem. | The cost is likely to be a  

major issue. | There has been a major change in government policy. | Long working  

hours are a major cause of stress. | Banking was a major source of employment. | He 

made a major contribution to modern science. | The new technology will have a major  

effect on people’s  

lives.considerableamount | number | degree | proportion | part | interest | imp

ortance | influence | success | progresslarge in amount, number, or  

degree. Considerable is used especially in formal English:They have already spent a  

considerable amount of money. | A considerable number of children live in one-parent  

families. | There is still a considerable degree of confusion. | A considerable proportion  

of the workers are women. | A considerable part of the land is not being used. | This  

subject is of considerable interest to scientists. | His writings are of considerable  

importance. | Jones had a considerable influence on young musicians. | The company 

has had considerable success. | Considerable progress has been made, but there is still  

a long way to  

go.substantialamount | number | part | proportion | increase | progress | chan

gelarge in amount or number. Substantial is used especially in formal English:They 

invested a substantial amount of money. | A substantial number of his poems were 

written there. | A substantial part of Britain’s trade is with Europe. | The disease 

affects a substantial proportion of the population. | There was a substantial increase in  

taxes. | Substantial progress has been made in the last twenty years. | Substantial  

changes are needed. Considerable or substantial?These words mean the same and  

can both be used about numbers and amounts. Considerable is used with a wider  

range of words. You say considerable importance (not substantial importance). You  

say considerable interest (not substantial interest). ANTONYMS → small (1)4. famou

sTHESAURUS: big→ famousWords meaning ‘very big’ see → huge 
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bike /baɪk/ noun  a bicycleVERBSride a bike I learned to ride a bike when I was 

six.go somewhere by bike/on a bike I usually go to work by bike. | Every Sunday 
he goes to visit his mum on his bike.get on/off a bike He got off his bike and walked 
with her for a while.rent a bike also hire a bike BrE You can rent bikes and explore 

the island’s cycle paths.NOUNS + bikea racing bike He bought a cool new racing bike.a 
mountain bike (=a strong bicycle for riding over rough ground) They went out for a 
ride on their mountain bikes.an exercise bike (=used for exercising indoors) I usually 

go on the exercise bike first at the gym.bike + NOUNSa bike ride I like going for 
long bike rides in the country.a bike race The Tour de France is a famous bike race.a 
bike rack (=a metal frame that you can attach your bike to) All stations should 

provide bike racks for passengers.a bike shed (=a small building for keeping bikes 
in) They used to meet behind the bike sheds at school.a bike lane (=a part at the side 
of a road for bikes to ride in) He was riding in the bike lane.a bike path The city has 

several bike paths and jogging trails.PREPOSITIONSby bike You can explore the 
area by bike.on a bike Ben came past the house on his bike. 

bill /bɪl/ noun  1. a written list showing how much you have to pay for 

somethingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + billa big/huge bill We got a huge bill for the repairs 
to the house.an electricity/gas/phone etc bill The gas bill keeps going up every 
year.legal/medical bills If you have no insurance, how do you pay your medical 

bills?a hotel bill He paid the hotel bill by credit card.a tax bill There are various ways 
you can reduce your tax bill.an unpaid bill She had unpaid bills amounting to 
£3,000.an outstanding bill (=still unpaid) He still didn’t have enough to pay his 

outstanding bills.an itemized bill (=giving details about each thing on it) An 
itemized phone bill lists every call you have made.VERBSpay a bill Have you paid the 
phone bill? | Most people pay their bills on time.settle a bill (=pay all the money that 

you owe) She went down to the lobby to settle the bill for their rooms.foot the 
bill/pick up the bill (=pay for something, especially when you do not want 
to) Taxpayers will probably have to foot the bill for the project.ask for the bill (=ask 

for the bill in a restaurant) If you’re ready to go, I’ll ask for the bill.get/receive a 
bill They’ll have a shock when they get the bill.run up a bill (=have to pay a lot of 
money for using or doing something) It’s easy to run up a big bill on your mobile 

phone.send sb a bill Send me your bill and I will pay you in full.face a bill (=have a 
lot to pay on a bill) They were facing a mounting legal bill.cut/reduce a bill We need 

to find a way to cut our fuel bill.share the bills (=each pay part of them) My 
housemates and I share the bills.a bill comes to sth (=it is for that amount) The bill 

came to $60.PREPOSITIONSthe bill for sth The bill for the repairs came to $650. In  

American English, people often use check about a bill in a restaurant: The waiter  

brought the check. THESAURUS: billcheck AmEa bill that tells you how much 

you must pay in a restaurant:Can I have the check, please?invoicea document that  

lists the goods that a company has sent, or the services they have provided, and tells  

you how much you must pay. It is often sent from one company to another  

company:I sent in an invoice for the work I had done. | She received an invoice  

for £200. | Payment is due ten days after receipt of the invoice.tab informala bill that  

is added up at the end of a period of time, especially for food or drinks that you have 
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had in a restaurant or hotel:People staying in the hotel can order food or drinks to  

be put on their tab.2. a written proposal for a new lawADJECTIVES/NOUNS + billa 

defence/finance/education etc bill Monday’s debate on the defence bill lasted all 

night.a controversial bill (=causing a lot of disagreement) There is a controversial bill 
to increase taxes on pensions.a draft bill (=not final) This is a draft bill – no final 
decision has been made yet.a private member’s bill BrE (=proposed by a member of 

parliament who is not a minister in the government) a private member’s bill aimed at 
preventing young people using sunbedsVERBSpass/approve a bill (=accept it so it 
becomes law) The Senate passed the bill by 96 votes to 3.vote for/against a bill The 

opposition parties are planning to vote against the bill.veto a bill (=not allow it to 
become law) The president said he would veto the bill.reject/throw out a bill They 
rejected a bill to limit arms exports.introduce/bring in a bill (=start using it) The 

government introduced a bill to provide stiffer penalties for terrorists.propose a 
bill (=suggest it) He proposed a bill to ban smoking in public areas.draft a bill (=write 
it) Experts from the labour ministry helped draft the bill. | He drafted a bill that would 

make it illegal for personal information to be used without getting permission 
first.debate a bill The bill is still being debated in Parliament.PHRASESa bill becomes 
law It will be several months before the bill becomes law.a bill goes through 

Parliament We want this bill to go through Parliament as quickly as possible. 

bin /bɪn/ noun BrE  a container for putting waste inNOUNS + bina 

rubbish/waste bin The rubbish bin needs emptying.a wastepaper bin (=for paper 

you throw away) I threw the letter straight in the wastepaper bin.a litter bin (=a bin in 
a public place) Please put all your rubbish in the litter bin.a recycling bin (=for rubbish 
that you can recycle) Those plastic cartons can go in the recycling bin.a wheelie 

bin (=a big bin on wheels kept outside a house) They come to empty the wheelie 
bins on Friday.a pedal bin (=that you open by pressing a lever with your foot) There is 
a pedal bin in the bathroom.VERBSput/throw sth in the bin also chuck sth in the 

bin informal Just put the wrapper in the bin.bin + NOUNSa bin bag/liner (=that you 
use inside a bin to keep it clean) We need some more bin liners for the kitchen bin.the 
bin men (=the people who take your rubbish away) Which day do the bin men come? 

bingo /ˈbɪŋɡəʊ $ -ɡoʊ/ noun  a game played for money or prizes, in which 

numbers are chosen by chance and called out, and if you have the right numbers on 
your card, you winVERBSplay bingo My sister likes to play bingo.win money at 

bingo Vera won £20 at bingo.bingo + NOUNSa bingo hall also a bingo 
parlor AmE The old cinema had been made into a bingo hall.a bingo game/a game 
of bingo They raised money for charity by organizing bingo games.a bingo card I 

crossed off all the numbers on the top line of the bingo card. 

bird /bɜːd $ bɜːrd/ noun  a creature with wings and feathers that can usually 

flyADJECTIVES/NOUNS + birda wild bird There are hundreds of different kinds of wild 
birds in the area.a migratory bird (=that moves to different regions for summer and 

winter) Migratory birds stop here on their way to Africa.a flightless bird (=that cannot 
fly) The emu is a large flightless Australian bird.a wading bird (=a bird with long legs 
that stands in water to catch fish) The lake is home to many different types of wading 

birds.a game bird (=that people shoot and eat) They hunt game birds such as ducks 

and pheasants. Songbird and seabird are usually written as one word. VERBSa bird 

flies Some birds fly incredible distances.a bird soars (=flies very high in the sky) We 
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watched birds soar in the blue sky above.a bird swoops (=it suddenly flies 

down) The bird swoops on its prey.a bird flaps its wings (=it moves its wings up and 
down) The baby birds were trying to flap their wings.a bird sings (=makes musical 

sounds) I woke up to hear the birds singing outside.a bird chirps/twitters (=makes 
short high sounds) Birds chirped to one another from different branches of the tree.a 
bird squawks (=makes a loud unpleasant sound) The bird in the cage 

started squawking.a bird nests also a bird builds a nest Many birds are nesting on 
the river banks.a bird lays its eggs The bird lays a single egg on the ground.a bird 
pecks (at) sth (=makes small movements with its beak) Some birds were pecking 

at the remains of a sandwich.a bird perches (=stands on something above the 
ground) Beautiful white birds perched on the tree’s branches.a bird migrates (=flies 
to different regions for summer and winter) The birds migrate from South America to 

North American breeding grounds.a bird hops (=makes small jumping movements) A 
small bird was hopping across the grass.bird + NOUNSa bird species/a species of 
bird Many of the island’s bird species need protection.a bird reserve/sanctuary (=a 

place where birds are protected) This part of the coast is now a bird sanctuary.a bird 
table BrE (=tall wooden object in a garden with food on it for birds) There was a bird 
table in the garden.a bird feeder (=something that you hang with food inside it for 

birds) She put some peanuts in the bird feeder. Birdwatcher, birdwatching,  

and birdsong are usually written as one word. PHRASESa flock of birds (=a large 

number of birds together) Suddenly a flock of birds flew up into the sky.a bird of 
prey (=that hunts and eats small animals) A big bird of prey was circling over our 
heads. 

birth /bɜːθ $ bɜːrθ/ noun  the time or process when a baby comes out of its 

mother’s bodyPHRASESsb’s date of birth especially BrE sb’s birth date especially 
AmE (=the day, month, and year you were born) Please give your name, address, 

and date of birth.sb’s place/country of birth I wanted to find out my father’s place of 
birth.the time of birth They believe that the position of the planets at the time of 
birth determines a person’s fate.birth + NOUNSthe birth rate (=the number of babies 

born somewhere) The country’s birth rate has decreased dramatically.a birth 
defect (=something wrong with a baby when it is born) About 11% of babies 
have birth defects.a birth certificate (=an official document showing when and where 

you were born) Her birth certificate says she was born in 1972.birth weight (=a 
baby’s weight when it is born) Many factors may affect a baby’s birth weight.sb’s birth 
mother (=someone’s natural mother, who may not be their legal mother) I was 

adopted when I was two because my birth mother couldn’t look after me.sb’s birth 
parents (=someone’s natural parents, who may not be their legal parents) When I was 
18, I tried to search for my birth parents.a birth plan (=a plan of what type of birth 

you would like) Make sure you discuss your birth plan with your midwife.VERBSgive 
birth (=produce a baby from your body) Most women in Britain give birth in 
hospital.celebrate sb’s birth They are celebrating the birth of their first child.register 

a birth (=officially tell a government department that a baby has been born) Failing 
to register a birth is illegal.attend a birth In Britain most fathers attend the birth of 
their children.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + birtha premature birth (=when a baby is born 

before the normal time) Smoking in pregnancy has been linked to premature birth.a 
multiple birth (=when a woman has two or more babies at the same time) The chance 
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of a multiple birth is about 1 in 100 for the average woman.a home birth (=when a 

woman gives birth at home, not in a hospital) I decided I wanted a home birth for my 
second child.a hospital birth Many women choose hospital births.a natural 

birth (=one that does not involve medical assistance or drugs) She wanted a natural 
birth.a difficult/easy birth It was a difficult birth and she took a long time to 
recover.a caesarean birth BrE a cesarean birth AmE (=one in which a woman’s 

body is cut open to take the baby out) The number of caesarean births has increased.a 
water birth (=one in which a woman sits in water) She hoped to have a water birth.a 
live birth (=when a baby is born alive – used especially in technical English) Last year 

69% of live births were to women in their thirties.PREPOSITIONSat birth He only 
weighed 2 kilos at birth.from birth Henry has been blind from birth.the birth of sb My 

husband was there at the birth of both our children.THESAURUS: 

birth→ beginning (1)  

 

birthday /ˈbɜːθdeɪ $ ˈbɜːr-/ noun  the day that is an exact number of years after 

the day you were bornADJECTIVESHappy Birthday! (=said to someone on their 
birthday) Happy Birthday, Linda!sb’s 1st/18th/40th etc birthday It’s Mum’s 50th 
birthday tomorrow.sb’s next birthday She’ll be 18 on her next birthday.sb’s last 

birthday On his last birthday, he was 93.VERBShave a good/nice etc birthday Did 
you have a nice birthday?get sth for your birthday What did you get for your 
birthday?give sth to sb for their birthday I never know what to give him for his 

birthday.celebrate sb’s birthday He will celebrate his 90th birthday on August 
25th.remember sb’s birthday (=remember to send a card or present) She 
always remembers my birthday.forget sb’s birthday (=forget to send a card or 

present) Oh no! I forgot his birthday.mark sb’s birthday (=celebrate it by doing 
something) The book was published to mark his 70th birthday.share a 
birthday (=have the same birthday) My friend and I share a birthday, so we 

sometimes have a joint party.birthday + NOUNSa birthday card Don’t forget to send 
her a birthday card.a birthday present Have you got Lou a birthday present yet?a 
birthday party Can you come to my birthday party next Saturday?birthday 

celebrations the president’s 60th birthday celebrationsa birthday treat (=something 
special you do on your birthday) What would you like to do for a birthday treat?a 
birthday meal Where are you going for your birthday meal?a birthday cake She 

had a birthday cake with 21 silver candles on it.the birthday girl/boy informal (=the 
person whose birthday it is) Here comes the birthday girl!PREPOSITIONSon sb’s 
birthday That photo was taken on my birthday.for sb’s birthday He always buys her 

expensive presents for her birthday. 

bit /bɪt/ noun informal  1. a small piece of somethingADJECTIVESa 

little/tiny/small bit The floor was covered in tiny bits of glass.PREPOSITIONSa bit of 

sth He wedged the door open with a bit of wood.PHRASESfall/come to 
bits (=separate into many different parts because of being old or damaged) The book 
was so old that I was afraid it would fall to bits.take sth to bits (=separate the parts 

of something) Tony loves taking old radios and computers to bits.break/smash (sth) 
to bits The vase fell and smashed to bits on the concrete floor.rip/tear sth to 
bits She grabbed the letter and ripped it to bits.be blown to bits (=be completely 

destroyed by a bomb) The aircraft was blown to bits.THESAURUS: bit→ piece2. a 
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little or a small amountADJECTIVES AND PHRASESa little bit She only ate a little 

bit.just a bit Just a bit of sugar for me.a teeny/teensy bit informal (=a very small 
amount) Can I have a teeny bit of the cake? I’m supposed to be on a diet.not the 

faintest/slightest bit (=not at all) They didn’t seem the faintest bit surprised. 

bite1 /baɪt/ verb (past tense bit /bɪt/, past participle bitten /ˈbɪtn/, present 

participle biting)  to use your teeth to cut, crush, or chew 
somethingPREPOSITIONS/ADVERBSbite into sth When he bit into the apple, he found it 

had a delicious taste.bite off sth She bit off a piece of bread.bite through sth The 
mice had bitten through one of the power cables.bite sb on the leg/hand etc The 
dog bit the boy on his leg.be badly bitten (=in a way that causes a serious injury) The 

child was lucky not to have been badly bitten.NOUNSbite your nails I wish I could 
stop biting my nails.bite your lip (=used especially when someone does this when 
trying to stop himself or herself from saying anything) She bit her lip and let him speak 

first. You also use bite about insects and snakes making a hole or mark on someone’s  

skin: I got bitten by a mosquito. THESAURUS: bitechewto keep biting  

something that is in your mouth:Helen was chewing a piece of gum. | He was chewing  

on a cigar.gnawif an animal gnaws something, it bites it repeatedly:The dog was in  

the yard gnawing on a bone.nip sb/give sb a nipto give someone or something a  

small sharp bite:When I took the hamster out of his cage, he nipped me.nibbleto take 

a lot of small bites from something:A fish nibbled at the bait. | She sat at her desk,  

nibbling her sandwich.sink your teeth into sb/sthto bite someone or something with  

a lot of force, so that your teeth go right into them:The dog sank its teeth into my 

leg. | He sank his teeth into the steak.chomp on sth informalto bite something and 

chew it in a noisy way:The donkey was chomping on a carrot. | He was chomping away  

on big slice of toast.stingif an insect stings you, it makes a very small hole in your  

skin. You use sting about bees, wasps, and scorpions, and bite about mosquitoes,  

ants, spiders, and snakes:I got stung by a bee. | She stepped on a wasps’ nest and 

must have been stung at least 20 times.  

bite2 /baɪt/ noun  1. the act of using your teeth to cut or crush food, so that you 

can eat itADJECTIVESa big/large bite Pierce took a large bite of his sandwich.a 

small/little bite She ate her food in little bites.VERBStake a bite She picked up the 
sandwich and took a bite.have a bite Can I have a bite of your apple?PREPOSITIONSa 

bite of sth Chew each bite of food slowly.a bite from/out of sth The dog had taken a 
bite out of the roast beef.PHRASESin one bite Antonio can eat a 
burger in one bite.2. an injury caused by an animal or insect biting youNOUNS + bitean 

insect/mosquito etc bite My arm was covered in insect bites.a dog/snake etc 
bite Dog bites can be serious. | Thousands of people die from snake bites every 
year.ADJECTIVESa nasty bite BrE It looks like a nasty bite.VERBSgive sb a bite Some 

fish can give you a nasty bite.get a bite I got a lot of mosquito bites when we were 
camping.bite + NOUNSa bite mark He had a bite mark on is neck.PREPOSITIONSa bite 
from an insect/animal The disease is passed through a bite from an infected 

mosquito.3. a small amount of food or a small meal that you eat You often use this  
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meaning of bite in the phrase a bite to eat. PHRASEShave a bite to eat We had a 

bite to eat in the car.get a bite to eat Do you want to go out and get a bite to 
eat?stop (off) for a bite to eat Do you want to stop off for a bite to eat at the next 

town?grab a bite (to eat) (=quickly eat some food) I grabbed a bite before going to 
class.a quick bite (to eat) Lunch was a quick bite in the canteen. 

bitter /ˈbɪtə $ -ər/ adjective  1. having or causing strong feelings of anger, 

unhappiness, or disappointmentVERBSfeel bitter Patsy feels very bitter about losing 
her job.sound bitter Howard was trying hard not to sound bitter.remain 
bitter She remained bitter about their divorce for many years.ADVERBSincreasingly 

bitter He became increasingly bitter about what had happened.NOUNSa bitter 
battle/dispute He was involved in a bitter dispute with his former employer.a bitter 
fight/struggle There was a bitter struggle between them for control of the company.a 

bitter debate The country now faces a bitter debate over the issue of abortion.a bitter 
disappointment The result was a bitter disappointment for us.a bitter 
blow (=something that affects you very badly) His death was a bitter blow to her.a 

bitter memory She had bitter memories of her relationship with Alan.bitter rivals The 
two businessmen are bitter rivals.PREPOSITIONSbitter about sth He was still bitter 
about the way he had been treated.PHRASESknow/learn/find out sth from bitter 

experience (=because of unpleasant experiences in the past) Jane had learned from 
bitter experience that love doesn’t always last.bitter and twisted (=behaving 
strangely because of being very bitter) You’ll end up bitter and twisted if you don’t 

learn to forgive.2. having a strong taste which is not sweetNOUNSa bitter taste The 
medicine had a bitter taste.bitter oranges/lemons Bitter oranges are good for 
making marmalade. 

black /blæk/ adjective, noun  the darkest colour, like the sky at nightADJECTIVES 

AND ADVERBScompletely black The screen went completely black.deep/dark 
black The adult birds have deep black feathers.jet black (=very dark – used especially 

about someone’s hair) He had jet black hair.pitch black (=a place is completely dark, 
so that you cannot see anything) It was pitch black inside the cave.inky black (=as 
dark as is possible) The sky was inky black, with bright jewels of stars.matt 

black (=black that is not shiny) The board was painted with matt 
black paint.PREPOSITIONSin black Fenella was dressed entirely in black. | Each product 
has a white label printed in black.PHRASESas black as night/coal/pitch/ebony Her 

eyes were as black as coal.black with soot/dirt/smoke His face and hands 
were black with dirt.black and white A black and white dog was sitting outside the 
shop. 

blade /bleɪd/ noun  the flat cutting part of a tool or weaponADJECTIVESa sharp 

blade Be careful – the blade is very sharp.a blunt/dull blade (=not 
sharp) This blade is too blunt to cut anything.NOUNS + bladea razor blade (=for 

removing hair from your face or body) I need to buy some razor 
blades.PREPOSITIONSthe blade of a knife/sword/saw She rinsed the blade of the 
knife under running water. 

blame1 /bleɪm/ verb [T]  to say or think that someone or something is 

responsible for something badPREPOSITIONSblame sb for sth Marie 
still blames herself for Patrick’s death.blame sth on sb Don’t try to blame everything 

on me.ADVERBSalways blame sb/sth You can’t always blame other people for what 
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happens.unfairly blame sb I felt that I was being unfairly blamed for their 

problems.be widely blamed (=by many people) The authorities have been widely 
blamed for making the situation worse.PHRASESbe the one to blame (=be the person 

who should be blamed) I’m the only one to blame for what has happened.be partly to 
blame Some people think that television is partly to blame for the increase in violence 
among young people.have no one to blame but yourself He should have checked 

that there was enough fuel in the car, so he has no one to blame but 

himself.THESAURUS: blameput/place/lay the blame on sb/sthto say who or  

what you think is responsible for something bad that has happened:The other driver  

tried to put the blame on me and said that I should have seen him. | Subsequent  

investigations placed the blame squarely on city officials (=very definitely). | Farmers  

have laid the blame for their problems entirely on EU policies.say it’s sb’s  

fault especially spokento say that someone is responsible for something bad that has  

happened:Are you saying it’s my fault that we lost the game?hold sb responsibleto  

say that someone is responsible for something bad that has happened, because it was  

their duty to prevent it from happening:He was held personally responsible for the 

failure of the project.take the rap informal also carry the can BrE informalto be 

blamed and punished for something that you did not do, or that someone else is also 

responsible for:He expects his wife to take the rap for him. | Alan’s colleagues decided 

to let him carry the can.  

blame2 /bleɪm/ noun  responsibility for a mistake or for something badVERBSget 

the blame (=be blamed) I always get the blame for his mistakes! | Sam knew that if 
something went wrong, he’d get the blame.take/accept the blame also shoulder 
the blame formal (=say that something is your fault) No one was prepared to take the 

blame for the disaster. | Do you accept any blame for what happened? | Parents must 
shoulder the blame if their kids behave badly.put/pin the blame on 
sb also lay/place the blame on sb formal (=blame someone, especially when it is not 

their fault) Don’t try to put the blame on me. | Everyone laid the blame for the crisis on 
the government.shift the blame (onto sb) (=blame someone for something you 

did) She always tried to shift the blame onto her brother.apportion/assign 
blame formal (=find someone to blame for something) He seemed to want to apportion 
blame for her death.share the blame He admitted he shared the blame for their World 

Cup defeat.absolve sb from blame formal (=say that something is not their fault) He 
was absolved of all blame.the blame lies with sb (=used to say that someone is 
responsible for something bad) In this case, the blame lay with the 

police.PREPOSITIONSthe blame for sth Much of the blame for the current crisis lies 
with the government.PHRASESaccept your share of the blame The media 
must accept its share of the blame for this problem.point the finger of blame at 

sb (=say that someone is responsible for something bad) I couldn’t believe it when 
they started pointing the finger of blame at me.place the blame squarely/firmly on 
sb (=blame someone in a very definite way) The investigation placed the blame 

squarely on the mayor. 

blank /blæŋk/ adjective  with nothing on itNOUNSa blank sheet of paper He 

was staring at a blank sheet of paper, wondering what to write.a blank screen When I 
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turned on my computer, all I got was a blank screen.a blank space Write your answer 

in the blank space under the question.a blank expression/look/face (=showing no 
emotion) She was looking out of the window with a blank expression on her 

face.VERBSgo blank (=become blank) The screen suddenly went blank.leave sth 
blank You can leave the last page blank – I’ll fill it out later.PHRASESmy mind went 
blank (=you suddenly can’t remember something) In the interview my mind went 

blank and I couldn’t think of anything to say.THESAURUS: blank→ empty 

blanket /ˈblæŋkət, ˈblæŋkɪt/ noun  a cover for a bed, usually made of 

woolADJECTIVESa thick/heavy/warm blanket She gave me a thick blanket to keep 

me warm. | He snuggled down into the warm blankets.a thin 
blanket The blankets were too thin to use in winter.a woollen/wool blanket The bed 
was covered with a brown woollen blanket.an electric blanket (=a blanket with wires 

in it, heated by electricity) She switched on the electric blanket to warm the bed.NOUNS 

+ blanketa picnic blanket He spread the picnic blanket under a tree.a beach 
blanket We sat down on the beach blanket and looked at the sea.VERBSwrap sb in a 

blanket The baby was wrapped in a blanket.cover sb/sth with a blanket His mother 
covered him with a blanket and put a cushion behind his head.throw a blanket over 
sb/sth She threw a blanket over the sleeping child.pull a blanket up/over 

you He pulled the blanket over his head and went to sleep.huddle under the 
blankets (=lie under the blankets with your body curled up) He lay huddled under the 
blankets, his eyes closed.PREPOSITIONSunder/beneath a blanket They were nice 

and warm under the blankets. 

blaze1 /bleɪz/ noun  a big dangerous fire – used especially in news 

reportsADJECTIVESa huge/massive blaze Four people died in a huge blaze at the 

factory.VERBS + blazeput out a blaze also extinguish a blaze formal (=stop it 
burning) Staff managed to put out the blaze before firefighters 
arrived.fight/battle/tackle a blaze Nearly 80 firefighters fought the blaze for three 

hours.control a blaze also bring a blaze under control It took several hours 
to control the blaze at the hotel.contain a blaze (=keep it in one place and stop it 
from spreading) Firefighters struggled to contain the blaze.start a 

blaze The blaze was started accidentally.cause/spark a blaze An electrical 
fault sparked the blaze.blaze + VERBSa blaze breaks out also a blaze starts The 
blaze broke out on the third floor of the building.a blaze spreads The 

blaze quickly spread to a neighbouring house.a blaze destroys sth The blaze 
destroyed most of the school. 

blaze2 /bleɪz/ verb  THESAURUS > burn1 (1) 

bleak /bliːk/ adjective  without anything to make you feel happy or 

hopefulNOUNSa bleak future/prospect/outlook My father lost his job and we faced 
a bleak future. | The factory and its workers face the bleak prospect of 

closure. | The outlook is particularly bleak for the construction industry.a bleak 
picture/impression The report painted a bleak picture of life in this war-torn 
country.a bleak vision/view Orwell’s book contains a very bleak vision of the future.a 

bleak place/landscape The landscape is very bleak in winter, when there are no 
leaves on the trees.a bleak look/smile/expression (=without any hope) She came 
out of the hospital with a bleak look on her face.bleak despair His mood was one 

of bleak despair.VERBSlook/seem bleak The company has lost a lot of money and the 
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future looks bleak for the workforce. | Her life seemed bleak after he died.remain 

bleak The economic situation remains bleak.ADVERBSpretty bleak (=rather 

bleak) Things are pretty bleak at the moment.THESAURUS: bleak→ depressing 

bleed /bliːd/ verb  to lose blood from your bodyADVERBSbleed 

heavily/profusely (=a lot) He was bleeding heavily and he looked very pale.bleed 
easily She bleeds easily and she has to be careful not to cut 

herself.PREPOSITIONSbleed from a wound/a part of your body The boy 
was bleeding from a cut on the side of his head.PHRASESstop the bleeding If you hold 
up your arm, it will help to stop the bleeding.bleed to death She bled to death before 

the doctors could save her. 

blessing /ˈblesɪŋ/ noun  1. something that is good about a situation, which 

makes you feel pleasedADJECTIVESa great blessing Having my parents living nearby 

has been a great blessing, as they often take care of the children while I work.a real 
blessing The dishwasher has been a real blessing!a mixed blessing (=it has both 
good and bad effects) Living next to a supermarket is rather a mixed 

blessing.VERBScount your blessings (=think about how lucky you are) The weather is 
terrible and we’re counting our blessings that we decided to cancel our trip.sth 
can/could be a blessing (=it can/could be a good thing) Not being able to speak the 

language can be a blessing sometimes.PREPOSITIONSsth is a blessing for sb The 
higher prices for corn have been a blessing for farmers.PHRASESit’s a blessing 
(that)... It’s a blessing no one was badly hurt.sth is a blessing in 

disguise (=something that seems unlucky, but actually has a good effect) The fire was 
a blessing in disguise, as the insurance paid for the house to be completely 
redecorated.sth is a blessing and a curse (=something has very bad effects, as well 

as good ones) The invention of the petrol engine has been both a blessing and a 
curse. | Being beautiful can at times be more of a curse than a blessing, because 
people don’t see the real person behind the looks.2. someone’s approval or 

encouragement for a plan, activity, idea etcADJECTIVESsb’s official blessing The plan 
now has the official blessing of the principal.sb’s full blessing (=complete 
approval) The author gave his full blessing to the film version of his book.VERBSgive 

your blessing to sth The board has given its blessing to the scheme.ask (for) sb’s 
blessing Eileen wrote to her father to ask his blessing.receive sb’s blessing The 
plans have not yet received an official blessing.PREPOSITIONSwith sb’s blessing The 

aid operation began, with the blessing of the United Nations.without sb’s 
blessing They were determined to marry, with or without their parents’ blessing. 

blind /blaɪnd/ adjective  unable to seeVERBSgo blind (=become blind) My aunt 

was slowly going blind.be born blind Harry was born blind.ADVERBSalmost/nearly 
blind She’s almost blind in her right eye.totally/completely blind He had measles as 
a boy, and it left him totally blind.partially blind She is 78 and partially blind.half 

blind The sun on the snow was so bright that he was half blind by the time he reached 
the town.legally blind AmE (=someone who US law says is blind, even if they can see 
a little) Paterson was the first legally blind governor in the US.blind + NOUNSa blind 

man/child/person He goes to a school for blind children. You can also say the  

blind (=blind people): He goes to a school for the blind. PHRASESblind in one 

eye/your left eye/your right eye The accident left him blind in one eye. | My mother 
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was blind in her left eye.(as) blind as a bat humorous informal (=unable to see things 

very well) I’m as blind as a bat without my glasses.blind with tears/rage She 

screamed at him, her eyes blind with tears.THESAURUS: blindvisually  

impaired formalunable to see very much, or unable to see at all. Visually  

impaired is used especially in official contexts, and is the politically correct  

use:Visually impaired students can record lectures and listen to them at  

home.partially sightedonly able to see a little:My grandmother is partially sighted  

and she can’t really read books anymore.  

blinding /ˈblaɪndɪŋ/ adjective  THESAURUS > bright (1) 

blissful adjective  THESAURUS > happy 

block /blɒk $ blɑːk/ noun  1. a piece of hard material such as wood or stone with 

straight sidesADJECTIVESa big/large/huge/massive block Huge blocks of stone 
were transported from the quarry.a solid block The guitar was carved from a solid 
block of wood.a concrete/stone/wooden block The street ended at a wall of 

grey concrete blocks.PHRASESa block of stone/marble/granite The Pyramids were 
built from massive blocks of stone.a block of wood Carefully position the base on 
the blocks of wood.a block of ice It was freezing and my feet felt like blocks of 

ice.THESAURUS: block→ piece2. a large building divided into separate 

partsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + blockan apartment block I met him at his apartment 
block in Manhattan.an office block She works in a 27-storey office block.a tower 

block BrE (=a tall building with apartments or offices) She lived on the 17th floor of 
a tower block in East London.a high-rise block (=with many levels) The area is full of 

huge concrete high-rise blocks.a science block (=part of a school or college with 
science labs) The new school science block has just been completed.PHRASESa block 
of flats BrE Three new blocks of flats were built on the land. 

blockade /blɒˈkeɪd $ blɑː-/ noun  the use of soldiers or ships to surround an 

area, in order to stop people or supplies entering or leavingADJECTIVESan 
economic/financial blockade The economic blockade was lifted in April.a naval 
blockade A naval blockade was imposed to prevent supplies reaching the 

country.VERBSimpose a blockade A blockade was imposed on the Spanish port of 
Cádiz.end/lift/remove a blockade He urged the US to lift its blockade of 
Cuba.maintain a blockade It was uncertain how long Russia 

would maintain the blockade on Georgia.PREPOSITIONSa blockade of/on 
sth President John F. Kennedy ordered a naval blockade of the island. | Moscow has 
imposed a blockade on its small southern neighbor. 

blockage /ˈblɒkɪdʒ $ ˈblɑː-/ noun  a situation in which things are unable to pass 

through a pipe, tube etcADJECTIVESa complete blockage Heart attacks are usually 
caused by a complete blockage of the coronary arteries.a partial blockage The patient 

had a partial blockage of the intestine.a temporary blockage The condition is caused 
by a temporary blockage of the blood flow to the brain.VERBScause a 
blockage The blockage was caused by bits of food which had got stuck in the 

pipe.clear a blockage The plumber came to clear the blockage under the sink. 

blog /blɒɡ $ blɑːɡ/ noun  a web page containing information or opinions from a 

particular person or about a particular subject, to which new information is added 
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regularlyVERBSwrite/keep a blog He writes a blog about his life as a professional 

gambler.read a blog A lot of people read her blog.start/create a blog I decided 
to create a blog and share my passion for food with other people.post a blog (=write 

entries for a blog on the internet) He began posting a blog last year that criticised the 
government.update a blog (=add new things to it) I update my blog every 
week.blog + NOUNSa blog entry/post Have you read his latest blog entry? 

blood /blʌd/ noun  the red liquid inside your bodyblood + NOUNSblood 

pressure High blood pressure increases the risk of a heart attack.sb’s blood 
type/group The most common blood type is O positive.a blood cell The red blood 
cells carry oxygen.a blood vessel (=a tube in your body through which blood 

flows) The blood vessels that lead to the heart were damaged.the blood supply If the 
blood supply to the brain decreases, you feel dizzy.the blood flow Fat reduces the 
blood flow to the surface of the skin.a blood test Blood tests proved he was not the 

father.a blood sample The doctor took a blood sample and sent it away for analysis.a 
blood transfusion (=putting more blood in someone’s body for medical reasons) The 
patient needed a blood transfusion after the operation.a blood donor (=someone who 

provides blood from their body for the medical treatment of other people) Blood donors 
normally give blood without expecting to be paid for it.a blood clot (=a mass formed 

when blood dries or sticks together) Blood clots in the legs are potentially fatal.blood 
poisoning (=a serious illness in which an infection spreads through your body) If the 
cut is not treated, he could die of blood poisoning.VERBS + bloodgive/donate 

blood (=provide it from your body for the medical treatment of other people) The 
Health Service is asking for more people to donate blood.lose blood He had lost a lot 
of blood and was very weak.draw blood (=make someone bleed) I got scratched by 

my kitten, but luckily it didn't draw blood.blood + VERBSblood flows A quick walk will 
get the blood in your legs flowing again.blood circulates (=moves around your 
body) A special machine keeps the blood circulating while the organs are 

removed.blood trickles (=moves slowly in a thin stream) The blood was beginning 
to trickle down his leg.blood oozes (=comes out slowly) Blood oozed from a cut on his 
forehead.blood gushes/streams (=comes out very quickly) Blood was gushing from a 

cut on his wrist.blood clots (=it forms a solid mass and stops 
flowing) The blood should clot and stop the wound from bleeding.PREPOSITIONSin sb’s 
blood The doctor might test the sugar levels in your blood.blood from sth Blood 

from a cut on his forehead ran down his face.PHRASESbe covered in blood His 
face was covered in blood.be caked with/in blood (=covered with dry blood) The 
cat’s fur was caked with blood.be spattered/splattered with blood (=covered with 

small spots of blood) Today the only sign of violence is the walls spattered with 
blood.loss of blood She suffered a massive loss of blood.a drop of blood Police found 
tiny drops of blood in the apartment.a pool of blood The body was surrounded by 

a pool of blood.a trickle of blood (=a small amount flowing from something) A trickle 
of blood was coming from his nose. 

blood pressure /ˈblʌd ˌpreʃə/ noun  the pressure with which blood flows from 

your heart around your bodyADJECTIVEShigh/low blood pressure If you have high 
blood pressure, you are more likely to have a stroke. | Fainting can be caused by low 
blood pressure.sb’s blood pressure is normal The doctor said that his blood 

pressure was normal for someone of his age.VERBStake/check sb’s blood 
pressure (=measure it) The nurse will take your blood pressure. 
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blossom /ˈblɒsəm $ ˈblɑː-/ noun  a flower or the flowers on a tree or bushNOUNS 

+ blossomcherry/apple/orange/peach blossom The cherry blossom is very 
beautiful at this time of year in Japan.PHRASESsth is in blossom (=it has flowers on 
it) I visited when the apple trees were in blossom.sth is in full blossom (=it has a lot 

of flowers on it) The cherry tree was in full blossom.the blossom comes out (=it 
appears) The blossom usually comes out in May.the blossom is out (=it has 
appeared) The orange blossom is out already. 

blow /bləʊ $ bloʊ/ noun  1. something bad that causes difficulty, sadness, or 

disappointment for someoneADJECTIVES/NOUNS + blowa big/major blow Not being 
selected for the team came as a big blow.a serious/heavy blow The banking crisis 

was a serious blow to the economy. | The loss of his job was a heavy blow.a 
severe/terrible/awful blow The news was a terrible blow for his family.a 
bitter/cruel blow Their defeat was a bitter blow.a damaging/crippling 

blow Climate change could deal a crippling blow to a way of life that has existed for 
centuries.a devastating/crushing/shattering blow (=one that has an extremely 
bad effect) Losing her husband was a devastating blow.a body blow (=a very severe 

blow, which makes someone or something very likely to fail) The scandal could be 
a body blow to his political career.a mortal/fatal/death blow (=one that causes 
something to finish or fail completely) The star’s departure dealt a mortal blow to the 

show.the final blow The final blow was when the company announced that it was 
closing down.VERBSsuffer/receive/take a blow The team suffered a blow when they 
lost their best player.deal a blow to sb/sth The 1982 drought dealt a 

devastating blow to the country.deliver a blow Opinion polls delivered a nasty blow to 
the Tory leader.inflict a blow The arrests inflicted a serious blow to the 
organization.soften/cushion the blow (=make it easier to deal with) To soften the 

blow, the company agreed to pay them a year’s salary.PREPOSITIONSa blow to 
sth/sb He had suffered a blow to his pride.a blow for sb/sth The closure of the 
school will be a big blow for the students.PHRASEScome as a blow to sb (=be a 

blow) His sudden death came as a huge blow to us all.be a bit of a 
blow BrE informal (=be disappointing) The result was a bit of a blow for the 
team.2. the act of hitting someone or something hardADJECTIVESa 

heavy/hard/powerful blow The injury was caused by a heavy blow to the chest.a 
glancing blow (=hitting someone or something on the side) Their car was struck 

a glancing blow by a big truck.a painful blow He got a painful blow in the ribs from 
another player.the fatal blow (=which kills someone) They could not prove which of 
his attackers struck the fatal blow.VERBSreceive/take a blow During the game, 

he received a blow to the head.give sb a blow The other boxer gave him a 
powerful blow to the jaw.strike/deliver a blow Who struck the first blow?aim a blow 
at sb/sth I aimed a blow at his nose.land a blow (=succeed in hitting someone when 

you try to) She managed to land one blow on the side of his head.ward off/parry a 
blow (=stop a blow from touching you) He raised an arm to ward off the blow.dodge a 
blow (=move so that a blow does not touch you) I managed 

to dodge the blow.exchange blows (=hit each other) The girl watched as the two 
men exchanged blows.rain blows on sb (=hit someone many times) Terrified and 
angry, she rained blows on him.PREPOSITIONSa blow to/on sth He died from a blow 

to the back of the head.a blow from sth/sb A blow from someone’s elbow broke his 
nose. | A blow from one of the men holding him knocked him down.PHRASEScome to 
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blows (=start hitting each other as a result of an argument) They often argued and on 

one occasion almost came to blows.with one blow/with a single blow He knew how 
to kill a man with a single blow. 

blue /bluː/ adjective, noun  the colour of the sky or the sea on a fine dayTYPES 

OF BLUEdark/deep blue She had deep blue eyes.pale/light blue He was wearing 
a pale blue shirt.bright/brilliant blue The sky is bright blue.navy blue (=very dark 
blue) I bought a navy blue sweater.sky blue (=blue like the colour of the sky) The staff 

wear sky blue uniforms.royal blue (=bright deep blue) She chose a royal 
blue dress.electric blue (=very bright blue) The fish were electric blue.cobalt 
blue (=a strong dark blue, used by artists) The picture shows a gold pyramid on 

a cobalt blue background.PREPOSITIONSin blue Who’s the woman in blue? | He wrote 
some comments in blue.PHRASESa shade of blue The room is decorated in 
different shades of blue. 

blunt /blʌnt/ adjective  THESAURUS > honest, sharp (1) 

board /bɔːd $ bɔːrd/ noun  1. a flat vertical surface used for writing or showing 

information onVERBSwrite sth on the board The teacher wrote the word 

‘democracy’ on the board.put sth (up) on the board She put a notice on the 

board saying when the next meeting would be. Noticeboard is usually written as one  

word: There was a message pinned on the noticeboard. Noticeboard is used in  

British English. In American English, people say bulletin  

board.Blackboard and whiteboard (=used by a teacher for writing on in a  

classroom) are usually written as one word. Scoreboard (=used for showing the  

score in a game) and billboard (=a big board for advertisements) are written as one  

word. 2. a flat piece of wood that you do something onNOUNS + boarda 

cutting/drawing/ironing etc board I need a cutting board for the 

bread. Breadboard, skateboard, chessboard, and surfboard are written as one  

word. 3. the group of people who make important decisions and rules for a company 

or other groupPHRASESthe board of directors/trustees The board of directors met 
yesterday.the board of governors (=in a school) She sits on the board of 

governors.the chairman of the board James Clark has been named chairman of the 
board.a seat on the board He gave up his seat on the board after 40 years’ service.at 
board level (=at a senior level in a company, involving people on the board) The 

policy was approved at board level.the board of examiners The board of 
examiners will publish lists of the candidates’ results.VERBSbe on the 
board also sit/serve on the board His father is on the board at the 

company. | She sits on the board of governors of the BBC.appoint/elect sb to the 
board They agreed that an independent chairman should be appointed to the 
board.join the board Last year she joined the board of the Boston 

Foundation.resign/retire/step down from the board Those four men should resign 
from the board for the good of the company.chair the board (=lead it) He chairs the 
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board of senior managers within the corporation.the board meets The board met last 

week to discuss the proposal.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + boardthe executive/governing 
board The governing board gave its approval to the plan.an advisory board The 

department ignored the recommendations of its own scientific advisory board.a review 
board The review board will look into the decision.the editorial board (=which makes 
decisions about what is published) She is a member of the editorial board of Prospect 

magazine.an examining board (=one that organizes examinations) If there is a 
complaint, the examining board will re-mark the paper.the school 
board AmE The school board voted on the appointment.board + NOUNSa board 

member Two board members resigned earlier this year.a board meeting An 
emergency board meeting will have to be held.PREPOSITIONSon the board Everyone 
on the board was in agreement. 

boast /bəʊst $ boʊst/ verb  to talk too proudly about your abilities, 

achievements, or possessions: He boasted that he could throw the ball further than 
anyone.PREPOSITIONSboast about sth He’s always boasting about how much money 
he has made.boast of sth The company is inclined to boast of its 

success.THESAURUS: boastbragto boast in a way that annoys other  

people. Brag is more informal than boast:He was bragging about how many 

girlfriends he had had. | I don’t think they have anything to brag about. | Paul bragged 

that his car was better than theirs.crowto boast about something you have achieved,  

when other people have been less lucky or successful:Nordstrom and his supporters  

are still crowing about winning the lawsuit.gloatto behave in a way that shows that  

you are proud of your own success and happy about someone else’s failure:The 

Australians are still gloating over their victory over England. | The liberals are gloating  

and celebrating all over town. | I haven’t come to gloat! We all have to lose 

sometimes.  

 

boat /bəʊt $ boʊt/ noun [C]  a vehicle that travels across 

waterADJECTIVES/NOUNS + boata small/little/tiny boat They left me alone in a small 
boat in the middle of the ocean.a fishing boat The fishing boats go out to sea early in 

the morning.a sailing boat BrE a sailboat AmE The lake was full of sailing boats.a 
rowing boat BrE a rowboat AmE We took a rowing boat out on the river.a canal 
boat also a narrow boat BrE (=for use on canals) We had a holiday on a canal boat in 

France.a pleasure boat (=a small boat that people use on a lake, river etc) The river 
is frequently used by pleasure boats, particularly in the summer.VERBS + boatsail a 
boat We sailed the boat across the ocean.row a boat They were rowing the boat as 

fast as they could.take a boat out Why don’t we take the boat out on the 
river?get/climb/step onto a boat I helped her get onto the boat.get/jump/step off 
a boat He jumped off the boat into the water.launch a boat (=put it in the 

water) Where’s the best place to launch the boat?steer a boat (=control it so that it 
goes in a particular direction) She steered the boat towards the shore.tie up/moor a 
boat (=tie it to something so that it stays in that place) The boy jumped on to the bank 

and tied up the boat. | How much does it cost to moor a boat here?anchor a 
boat (=put a metal object attached to the boat by a rope into the water, so that the 

boat stays in that place) He anchored his boat about 25 metres from the beach.meet 
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sb off the boat Her family were waiting to meet her off the boat.boat + VERBSa boat 

sails somewhere The boat sailed into the harbour.a boat sinks Our boat sank in a 
storm.a boat capsizes/overturns (=turns over in the water) He stood up suddenly 

and the boat capsized.a boat rocks (=moves from side to side in the water) The 
little boat was rocking in the wind.a boat drifts (=moves without any power) The boat 
drifted out to sea.boat + NOUNSa boat trip You can take a boat trip to the islands.a 

boat race There’s a boat race on the river tomorrow.PREPOSITIONSby boat The beach 
can only be reached by boat.in a boat I’ve never been in a boat before.on a 

boat Everyone on the boat was seasick. Boat or ship?A boat is smaller than  

a ship. THESAURUS: boatyachta large boat with a sail, used for pleasure or  

sportsailing boat BrE sailboat AmEa boat that uses one or more sailsrowing 

boat BrE rowboat AmEa small boat that you move through the water with  

oarsdinghya small open boat used for pleasure, or for taking people between a ship  

and the shorecatamarana sailing boat with two separate hulls (=the part that goes in  

the water)trimarana sailing boat with three separate hullsbargea large low boat with  

a flat bottom, used for carrying heavy goods on a canal or rivercanal  

boat also narrow boat BrEa boat that you use on canalscanoea long light boat that is  

open at the top and pointed at both ends, which you move along using a paddle.  

Canoes are for one to three peoplekayaka light boat for one or two people, that is  

pointed at both ends and covered on top. A kayak has round holes on top in which the 

people sit, and you move it along using a paddlepunta long thin boat with a flat  

bottom that you move by pushing a long pole against the bottom of the river – used 

for pleasurehouseboata boat that is specially made so that you can live on itpleasure 

boata small boat, for example a sailing boat or a rowing boat, that people use on a  

lake, river etc:People were out on the lake in pleasure boats.  

body /ˈbɒdi $ ˈbɑːdi/ noun  1. the physical structure of a person or 

animalADJECTIVESthe human body There are billions of cells in an adult human 
body.the female/male body Many of his pictures are of the female body.the 
upper/lower body This is a good exercise to strengthen the upper body.a 

good/great/fantastic body He was tall and had a great body.a muscular body Brad 
had a lean muscular body.sb’s thin/slim/slender body She wrapped the robe around 
her slim body.sb’s heavy body The big man lowered his heavy body into the chair.a 

dead body She had never seen a dead body before.sb’s whole body Her whole 
body was shaking with fear.sb’s lifeless body literary (=the body of someone who has 
died) They discovered his lifeless body in his car.sb’s limp body (=unconscious or 

dead, with all the muscles relaxed) They carried his limp body to bed.VERBSsb’s body 
aches He was exhausted and his body ached all over.sb’s body 
shakes/trembles Her body trembled because she was so nervous.sb’s body 

stiffens His body suddenly stiffened when he saw the snake.sb’s body lies 
somewhere Her body was lying on the floor.body + NOUNSbody weight You have 
exactly the right body weight for your height.body size/shape We encourage women 

to accept their body shape.body temperature His body temperature was dangerously 
low and they wrapped him in a foil blanket.body parts After the explosion, there were 
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blood and body parts everywhere.body language (=the movements and expressions 

that show what you feel) If you look at his body language, you can see that he is 
lying.body image (=your idea of how you look or how you should look) Teenagers are 

often very concerned about their body image.body fat Males have less body fat than 
females. | Replace your body fluids by drinking lots of water.body fluid The detectives 
took samples of body fluid.body odour BrE body odor AmE The person sitting next to 

me had terrible breath and body odor.PHRASESall over sb’s body I had bruises all 

over my body.THESAURUS: bodyfigurea woman’s figure is the shape of her body 

– used especially when it is attractive:She has a really nice figure. | Freya had an 

enviably slim figure.buildthe size and shape of someone’s body – used in the following 

phrases:Police described the man as tall and of medium build. | He was of heavy 

build. | She has a very slight build.physiquethe size and appearance of someone’s  

body – used especially about men who look attractive:He was over 1.8 m tall with  

a muscular physique. | Ben has a very athletic physique. | I wish I had your  

physique.A DEAD BODYbodythe dead body of a person:Her body was discovered at the 

bottom of a cliff. | Firefighters found the body of a woman in the 

house. | The body was lying in some bushes.corpsethe dead body of a  

person. Corpse is used when you are thinking about the body as an object rather than  

a person:Pathologists examined the corpse. | the corpse of a young mancarcassthe 

dead body of an animal:a whale carcass | The carcasses of the infected animals were 

burned.remainsparts of a dead person or animal, especially when they died a long 

time ago:Police found human remains under the floorboards of the house. | The cave 

contained the remains of prehistoric animals.2. an organizationADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ bodya public body The water and electricity supplies are controlled by public 
bodies.a national/international body The World Bank and other international 
bodies have invested money in the project.an independent body The Environmental 

Protection Agency is an independent body of scientists.a professional body Choose a 
builder who is a member of a professional body.the governing body (=controlling a 
school, organization, profession etc) The sport’s governing body introduced a drug 

testing programme.a legislative body (=one that makes laws) The European 
Parliament is the legislative body of the European Union.a regulatory body (=one that 
controls a profession or industry) The financial regulatory body should have taken 

action.a statutory body (=one created by Parliament, usually to control a profession 
or industry) The General Medical Council is a statutory body which regulates doctors.an 
advisory body The council is an advisory body with no legislative powers.a funding 

body They applied to a major funding body for a grant.VERBSset 
up/establish/create a body An advisory body was set up to consult on 
environmental issues.PHRASESa member of a body Some members of this body have 

already resigned. 

boil /bɔɪl/ verb  THESAURUS > cook1 

boiling adjective  THESAURUS > hot 

bold /bəʊld $ boʊld/ adjective  showing that you are not afraid of taking risks 

and making difficult decisionsNOUNSa bold move/step The newspapers described her 
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resignation as a bold move.a bold decision People praised his bold decision to cut 

income tax by 5%.a bold attempt It was a bold attempt to win back public 
confidence.a bold statement/assertion/claim She makes the bold claim that many 

of his poems were in fact written by his wife.a bold initiative Investors welcome the 
company’s bold initiatives.a bold experiment Telling the story from his point of view 

was a bold experiment, and it worked.THESAURUS: bold→ brave 

bold /bəʊld $ boʊld/ adjective  showing that you are not afraid of taking risks 

and making difficult decisionsNOUNSa bold move/step The newspapers described her 
resignation as a bold move.a bold decision People praised his bold decision to cut 

income tax by 5%.a bold attempt It was a bold attempt to win back public 
confidence.a bold statement/assertion/claim She makes the bold claim that many 
of his poems were in fact written by his wife.a bold initiative Investors welcome the 

company’s bold initiatives.a bold experiment Telling the story from his point of view 

was a bold experiment, and it worked.THESAURUS: bold→ brave 

bond AC /bɒnd $ bɑːnd/ noun  something that unites two or more people or 

groups, such as love or a shared interestADJECTIVESa close/strong bond A strong 
bond had developed between the members of the team.a common bond (=one that 

people share) They shared a common bond – a love of music.a special bond There 
was a special bond between Alan and his brother.an emotional bond He finds it 
difficult to form emotional bonds with other people.VERBSform/forge a bond (=begin 

to have a bond, which then grows) Most dogs form a strong bond with their 
owner.create/establish a bond (=cause one to form) He told his problems to his 
friend and this established a close bond between them.have a bond Twins 

often have a very special bond.feel a bond The people of the island feel a 
strong bond.strengthen a bond Sharing common aims 
has strengthened the bond between our two nations.break/destroy a bond The years 

spent apart had not broken the bonds of affection between them.develop a 
bond (=gradually form a bond over a long period) Over the six years we worked 
together, we developed a very close bond.a bond 

exists The bond that existed between my parents made me feel safe and secure.be 
linked/joined/united by a bond The two countries are linked by bonds of language, 
religion, and culture.PREPOSITIONSa bond of friendship/affection/trust etc The 

president spoke about the lasting bond of friendship between the US and the 
UK. | Through all this hardship the bonds of love kept them together.a bond between 
people There is a strong emotional bond between a mother and her child. 

bone /bəʊn $ boʊn/ noun  one of the hard white parts inside the body that form 

a skeletonADJECTIVESa broken bone The X-ray showed that I had a broken bone in 
my wrist. | Luckily the bone wasn’t broken.strong/healthy bones Vitamin C is 

essential for healthy bones, teeth, and gums.brittle/fragile bones (=easily damaged 
or broken) Old people often have fragile bones.NOUNS + bonesb’s thigh/hip/ankle 
etc bone He fell off the horse, fracturing his collar bone. | He was so thin that his hip 

bones were sticking out.chicken/fish etc bones She got a fish bone stuck in her 
throat.animal/human bones The team found stone tools and animal bones at the 
site.your funny bone (=the soft part of your elbow that hurts a lot when you hit it) I 

hate it when I bang my funny bone, don’t you?VERBSbreak a bone Most rugby players 
end up breaking a bone or two during their career.fracture a bone also crack a 
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bone informal (=partly break it so that a line appears on the surface) Sally 

fell, fracturing a bone in her leg.chip a bone (=injure a bone, so that a small piece 
breaks off) He chipped a bone in his ankle playing football.bone + NOUNSbone 

structure (=the shape of your face, formed by the bones in it) Amelia has good bone 
structure, which she gets from her mother.bone marrow (=the soft substance inside 
bones) Her son has leukemia and needs a bone marrow transplant.bone disease Mr 

Scott suffers from a rare bone disease.bone cancer He was diagnosed with bone 
cancer last summer.PHRASESpieces/fragments/splinters of bone (=small pieces 
that have broken off a larger piece) The small fragments of bone and pottery found at 

the site are hundreds of years old. 

bonus /ˈbəʊnəs $ ˈboʊ-/ noun [C]  1. an extra amount of money given to 

someone, especially as a reward for good work in their jobADJECTIVES/NOUNS + bonusa 
big/huge bonus Bankers get paid big bonuses if the bank has a good year.an annual 

bonus Each worker receives an annual bonus.a special bonus The company paid its 
top trader a special bonus of $1.2 million.a cash bonus Long-term savers qualify for 
a cash bonus.a Christmas bonus Employees receive a Christmas bonus.a 

performance bonus We offer a salary of £35,000 and a performance bonus.City 
bonuses BrE (=for people who work for financial companies in the City of 

London) People are concerned about the amount of money spent on City 
bonuses.VERBSget/earn/receive a bonus You will receive a bonus if you finish the 
work on time.give/pay/award sb a bonus A £2 million bonus was awarded to the 

chief executive.qualify for a bonus To qualify for this bonus, you must keep the 
money in your account for a year.bonus + NOUNSa bonus system/scheme The 
company offers a profit-related bonus scheme.a bonus payment He received 

$200,000 in bonus payments.2. something good that you did not expectADJECTIVESan 
unexpected bonus The money was an unexpected bonus.an 
added/extra/additional bonus The free drink that came with the meal was an added 

bonus.a big/real/great bonus His skills will be a big bonus for the team.a welcome 
bonus The sunny weather was a welcome bonus. 

book1 /bʊk/ noun  a set of printed pages that are held together in a cover so 

that you can read themNOUNS + booka history/travel/science/poetry etc book Not 

much is written about her in the history books.a library book I need to return 
my library books.a recipe book (=which tells you how to cook different foods) I got 

the idea from a recipe book.a paperback book (=with a thin card cover) She took 
a paperback book out of her bag and began to read.a hardback book (=with a thick 
stiff cover) Hardback books are often very heavy.a paper book (=one that is printed 

on paper, not electronically) Paper books are less tiring for your eyes. You use e-

book about an electronic book that you can read on a screen: E-books are now  

becoming more popular than paper  

books.Textbook, schoolbook and phonebook are usually written as one  

word.Cookbook (= a book that tells you how to cook different foods) is written as  

one word. It is used especially in American English. British people usually  



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [226] 

say cookery book. VERBS + bookread a book What book are you reading at the 

moment?look through a book I looked through the book until I found the right 
section.write a book He’s written several interesting travel books.publish a 

book The book is published by Penguin.borrow a book also take out a 
book BrE (=from a library) You can borrow up to six books from the library.return a 
book (=give it back) Please return all your books before the end of term.renew a 

book (=arrange to continue borrowing it from a library) If you need to renew a book, 
you can do it by phone.book + VERBSa book comes out (=it is published for the first 
time) The book first came out about a year ago.book + NOUNSa book review She 

had a book review published in the student magazine.a book fair (=an event at which 
publishers and authors show new books)a book token BrE (=a ticket that you can use 
to pay for a book) She always bought me book tokens for my birthday.PREPOSITIONSa 

book about sth/sb She wrote a book about her experiences. | I read a 
fascinating book about Margaret Thatcher.a book on a subject This section has books 
on politics and economics.in a book In his latest book, he tackles the subject of climate 

change.PHRASESthe cover of a book His picture is on the cover of the book.the back 
of the book It tells you the price on the back of the book.a chapter/section of a 
book The first chapter of the book is about his childhood. | The most useful section of 

the book is the list of suppliers of artists’ 

materials. Bookshop, bookstore, bookseller, and bookshelf are usually written as  

one word. THESAURUS: bookTYPES OF BOOKnovela book about imaginary  

people and events:The film is based on Nick Hornby’s best-selling novel. | I like  

reading historical novels. | 'Lucky Jim' was the title of a novel by Kingsley  

Amis.fictionbooks that describe imaginary people and events:The bookstore mostly  

sells popular fiction. | P.D. James is famous for writing crime fiction. | Lucille Andrews 

wrote more than 35 works of romantic fiction. | She likes reading historical  

fiction (=about people and events in the past). | You'll find his books in the fiction  

section.literaturenovels and plays that are considered to be important works of  

art:I’m studying American literature at university. | All great literature is about  

suffering.non-fictionbooks that describe real people and events:Men tend to prefer  

non-fiction.science fictionbooks about imaginary events in the future or space 

travelreference booka book such as a dictionary or encyclopedia, which you look at to  

find informationtextbooka book about a particular subject that you use in a  

classroomset book/course book BrEa book that you have to study as part of your  

courseguidebooka book telling visitors about a city or countrypicture booka book for  

children with many pictures in ithardcover/hardbacka book that has a hard stiff  

coverpaperbacka book that has a paper coverbiographya book about a real person’s  

life, written by another personautobiographya book that someone has written about  

their own liferecipe book/cookery book BrE also cookbook AmEa book that tells  

you how to cook different meals  
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book2 /bʊk/ verb  to arrange to stay in a hotel, eat in a restaurant, go to a 

theatre, or travel on a plane etc at a particular time in the futureADVERBSbook 
early/in advance/ahead The restaurant is very popular, so it’s a good idea to book 
ahead. | There are only 20 places, so it is essential to book well in advance. | I 

usually book early to get a better choice of holiday accommodation.book online (=on 
the internet) It’s much easier to book tickets online.be fully booked (=all the seats, 
tickets etc are sold) I’m afraid that show is fully booked.be booked solid (=all the 

seats, tickets etc are sold for a long period) The hotel is booked solid for the whole of 
August.book + NOUNSbook a holiday/vacation People often book their holidays in 
January.book a trip/flight I booked the whole trip on the internet. | He picked up the 

phone and booked a flight to Barcelona.book a ticket It’s cheaper if you book your 
train ticket in advance.book a table (=in a restaurant) I’ll book a table for 7.30 
tomorrow evening.book a room/hotel Ross found a good hotel and booked a 

room.book a seat She booked me a seat on the 9 a.m. flight.book a place on a 
course Students are advised to book a place on the course early.book (your) 
passage (=arrange to go on a long journey by boat) As soon as I received the news, 

I booked passage on a ship to Europe. 

booking /ˈbʊkɪŋ/ noun  an arrangement to travel by train, use a hotel room, eat 

at a restaurant etc at a particular time in the futureADJECTIVES/NOUNS + bookinga 

hotel/room booking I’ll make the hotel booking today.an online/phone/postal 
booking Most hotels take online bookings. | Postal bookings are accepted up to 48 
hours before the event.early/late booking Early booking is recommended because 

places are limited. | Late bookings for winter breaks have increased by 50%.advance 
booking The cinema charges £1 a ticket for advance booking.a holiday booking BrE I 
had an email confirming our holiday booking.a group booking (=a booking for a large 

number of seats, rooms etc) There’s a 20% discount for group bookings.VERBSmake a 
booking I made a booking for two nights. | The travel agent made our booking for 
us.confirm a booking (=say definitely that you are going to travel 

etc) Please confirm your booking 48 hours before your flight.cancel a booking If 
you cancel the booking, there will be a small charge.take/accept a 
booking Postal bookings are only accepted up to three days before the event.have a 

booking The hotel clerk asked me if I had a booking.change a booking I’ll phone the 
airline and try to change the booking.booking + NOUNSa booking form You can 

complete the booking form online.a booking fee Ticket agencies charge a booking 
fee.a booking system The airline uses an automated booking system.the booking 
office/hall BrE (=the place in a station where you can buy tickets) There were long 

queues in the booking hall.booking conditions (=the legal conditions for booking) In 
the event of a cancellation, a refund will be offered according to the terms of 
our booking conditions.PREPOSITIONSa booking for sth We have a booking for this 

afternoon’s performance. 
 

booklet /ˈbʊklət, ˈbʊklɪt/ noun [C]  a very short book that usually contains 

information on one particular subjectADJECTIVES/NOUNS + bookleta free 

booklet There is a free booklet on buying your own home.a little booklet Tia Mimi 
read out loud from a little booklet.an information booklet Have you read 
the information booklet?PREPOSITIONSa booklet on sth They published a booklet on 

choosing plants for your garden.in a booklet It says in the booklet that the best time 
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to go is in the autumn.THESAURUS: bookletbrochurea thin book with paper  

covers that gives information on something you may want to buy or advertises  

something:glossy holiday brochures (=printed on shiny paper) | The hotel was nothing  

like it said it would be in the brochure. | The brochure shows you all the different types  

of washing machine.leafleta small book or piece of paper, often only one or two folded  

pages, that advertises something or gives information on a particular subject:I looked 

at a leaflet about library services. | They were handing out leaflets for the Socialist  

Party.pamphleta very thin book with paper covers, in which someone writes about  

their opinions about something, or gives information about something:I never  

read political pamphlets - they're full of lies. | Paine wrote a pamphlet  

about slavery. | The pamphlet tells you all you need to know about growing  

cactuses.prospectus especially BrEa thin paper book that advertises and gives  

information about a school, college, new business etc:I asked them to send me 

the college prospectus.flyera small sheet of paper advertising something:People  

were giving out flyers advertising the fair. | We keep getting flyers through our door  

from local takeaway restaurants.tracta thin short book, especially about a moral or  

religious subject – a rather formal use:Two women were handing out religious tracts.  

boom /buːm/ noun  a sudden increase in business activityADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ booman economic boom The country is experiencing an economic boom.a great 
boom The great stock market boom ended and many people lost all their savings.an 
unprecedented boom (=greater than any before) We are living through 

an unprecedented housing boom.a property/housing boom (=a sudden increase in 
house prices) People made a lot of money in the 1980s property boom.a 
consumer/spending boom (=a sudden increase in the amount people 

spend) The consumer boom was followed by a deep recession.a credit boom (=when 
people borrow a lot) He was worried that the credit boom could result in a financial 
crisis.an investment boom The investment boom is over.a building/construction 

boom There’s been a recent construction boom in the area.VERBSexperience/enjoy a 
boom China has been enjoying a remarkable economic boom.cause/lead to a 

boom The tax cuts led to an economic boom.trigger/spark a boom (=start 
one) Lower interest rates triggered a credit boom.fuel a boom (=add to it) The energy 
crisis is fuelling a boom in alternative energy.boom + NOUNSthe boom 

years/times The development was planned during the boom years of the late 
1980s.PREPOSITIONSa boom in sth The company has enjoyed a boom 
in sales.PHRASESgo from boom to bust (=change from doing very well economically 

to doing very badly) The Mexican economy went from boom to bust very quickly.at the 
height of the boom (=when the economy, prices etc were at the highest or most 
active level) They sold their house at the height of the boom. 

booming /ˈbuːmɪŋ/ adjective THESAURUS > successful (3) 

boost1 /buːst/ verb  1. to make someone feel more confidentNOUNSboost sb’s 

confidence/self-confidence The victory boosted the team’s confidence.boost sb’s 
morale The president’s visit was intended to boost morale.boost sb’s ego (=make 

someone feel good about themselves) David did his best to boost my ego, and told me 
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that I could easily find another girlfriend.boost hopes of sth The good news about 

exports boosted hopes of an economic recovery.2. to make something more 
successfulNOUNSboost the economy The government cut taxes in order 

to boost the economy.boost sales/profits/trade The agreement will boost 
trade between the two countries.boost earnings She worked extra hours 
to boost her earnings.boost production The introduction of new technology should 

help to boost production.boost growth They want 
to boost economic growth.ADVERBSboost sth 
greatly/considerably/significantly The deal will significantly boost the firm’s 

position in the market.boost sth dramatically (=in a great and sudden way) The 
party’s share of the vote was boosted dramatically.boost sth artificially The drug 
can artificially boost energy levels.VERBShelp boost sth An attractive cover can help 

boost sales of a book. 

boost2 noun  something that helps someone feel more confident, or helps 

something be more successfulADJECTIVESa big/major/significant boost Her acting 
career got a big boost when she was chosen to appear in the film.a 
huge/great/tremendous boost The new factory will give the town’s economy 

a tremendous boost.a real boost The money will be a real boost to the local area.a 
financial boost Advertising offers a financial boost for free internet services.a 
psychological boost Saturday’s win was a huge psychological boost.a 

welcome/much-needed boost The new laws will give a much-needed boost to the 
police in their fight against crime.an extra/further boost Give your body an extra 
boost by eating more fresh fruit and vegetables.NOUNS + boosta morale 

boost (=something that gives you encouragement) The prime minister’s visit was 
intended to give the troops a morale boost.a confidence boost also a boost to your 
confidence The team needed a confidence boost after last week’s 4–0 defeat.an ego 

boost (=something that makes you feel that you are very important or special) It’s a 
real ego boost when people recognize you in the street.VERBSgive sb/sth a 
boost Winning the competition has given his confidence a boost.provide a boost to 

sb/sth The good news provided a significant boost to Japan’s stock 
market.get/receive a boost The island’s tourism industry received a major boost with 
the building of a new airport.need a boost His self-confidence needed a boost after his 

girlfriend left him.PREPOSITIONSa boost to sb/sth The discovery of oil gave a 
major boost to the country’s economy. 

boot /buːt/ noun  a type of shoe that covers your whole foot and the lower part 

of your leg, or that you use for a game or activityADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ bootfootball/rugby/riding/ski boots We can hire ski boots at the ski 
resort.walking/hiking boots In the mountains you’ll need some strong walking 

boots.leather/suede boots Long leather boots are in fashion this 
autumn.muddy/dirty boots Take off your muddy boots before you come in the 
kitchen.heavy boots They heard the sound of heavy boots in the street 

below.stout/sturdy boots (=strong and well-made) I was glad of 
my stout walking boots as I climbed up the hill.wellington boots BrE rubber 
boots AmE (=rubber boots that stop your feet and legs getting wet) The kids put on 

their rubber boots and went out in the rain.ankle boots (=women’s boots that are only 
as high as your ankles) Ankle boots look good with skirts or trousers.knee-high 
boots She looked fabulous in a mini-skirt and knee-high boots.lace-up 

boots (=fastened with laces)VERBSwear boots The workmen wear special boots.put 
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on/pull on your boots He put on his boots and went out.take your boots 

off also remove your boots formal He bent to take off his boots.lace your boots 
up (=tie the laces) She laced up her walking boots.unlace your boots (=unfasten the 

laces) Martin sat down and began unlacing his boots.PHRASESa pair of boots I really 
need a new pair of boots this winter. 

border /ˈbɔːdə $ ˈbɔːrdər/ noun  1. a line separating two countries or 

areasADJECTIVESthe Canadian/Mexican etc border I had reached the Swiss 

border.the southern/eastern etc border They renewed their attacks on Ethiopia’s 
northern border.a common border (=that countries share) India and Pakistan each 
withdrew troops from their common border.a disputed border (=one that people 

disagree about) Fighting broke out along the disputed border between Thailand and 
Cambodia.VERBScross/go across a border To cross the border, you will need a valid 
passport. | The army crossed the border and advanced on Warsaw.get across a 

border (=cross it, especially with difficulty) He helped me to get across the 
border.flee/escape across the border Over 100,000 civilians fled across the 
border.open/close the border After fifty years the border was finally opened. | The 

government moved quickly to close the border.form the border The river forms the 
border between the two countries.straddle the border (=cover land on both sides of 

it) This small village straddles the border between the West Bank and 
Jerusalem.border + NOUNSa border dispute (=a disagreement about where the border 
should be) The border dispute between Iraq and Iran was resolved.a border town She 

lives in the Chinese border town of Shenzhen.a border area/region The Afghan 
border area is open and wild.a border crossing (=a place where you cross a 
border) There are problems of delays at border crossings.a border guard The North 

Korean border guards will kill anyone who tries to cross.border controls (=controls on 
who crosses a border) Hungary tightened its border controls.PREPOSITIONSthe border 
between sth and sth We arrived at the border between the US and Mexico.the 

border of sth and sth Liechtenstein lies on the border of Switzerland and Austria.the 
border with sth We live in northern Sweden, near the border with Norway.on/along 
the border Chester is a town on the border of England and Wales. | There are regular 

patrols along the border.across/over the border (=on the other side of it) It 
happened hundreds of miles away, across the border.PHRASESsouth/north of the 
border The coach took us south of the border to Tiajuana.on this/the other side of 

the border Her friend lives on the other side of the border.THESAURUS: 

borderfrontier especially BrEthe border:They crossed the Libyan frontier into  

Egypt. | The town lies on the frontier with India.linethe official line that separates  

states and counties in the US:His family lived across the state line in West  

Virginia.boundarythe line that marks the edge of an area of land that someone owns,  

or one of the parts of a country:The fence marks the boundary between the two 

properties. | The Mississippi River forms the boundary between Tennessee and 

Arkansas. | A road runs along the western boundary of the site.2. a band around the 

edge of somethingADJECTIVESa black/blue/pink etc border The wedding invitations 
had gold lettering and a gold border.a wide/narrow border How do I make the 

border wider?a decorative border You can add a decorative border to your web 
page.VERBSput/draw a border around sth She drew a border around her 
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picture.add a border Adding a border to a photograph is quite easy.make a 

border How can I make a border for my quilt?have a border Her bedroom has a 
border of stars that goes all around it.PREPOSITIONSa border around sth also a 

border round sth BrE The badges have a silver border around them.in a border Use 
a contrasting colour in the border. 

bored /bɔːd $ bɔːrd/ adjective  tired and impatient because you do not think 

something is interesting, or because you have nothing to doVERBSget/become 

bored also grow bored formal I get bored if I’m at home on my own all 
day. | She grew bored and started gazing out of the window.feel bored If you feel 
bored, you’re welcome to turn on the television.look/sound bored The children were 

starting to look bored.NOUNSa bored look/expression He sat in front of his computer 
screen with a bored expression on his face.bored children/teenagers/pupils The 
park was full of bored teenagers.PREPOSITIONSbored with sth He is bored with the 

job already.bored of (doing) sth I’m bored of going to the same places every 
weekend.PHRASESbored stiff/bored rigid (=very bored) The audience looked bored 
stiff.bored to tears/bored to death (=very bored – more informal) I was bored to 

tears by the end of the film.bored out of your mind/bored witless (=very bored – 
more informal) After a week in the country she was bored 
witless.ANTONYMS → interested 

boredom /ˈbɔːdəm $ ˈbɔːr-/ noun [U]  the feeling you have when you are 

boredVERBSbe dying of boredom (=very bored) By the end of the film I was dying of 

boredom.relieve/alleviate the boredom (=stop yourself from feeling bored) We 
played games in the back of the car to relieve the boredom.ADJECTIVESsheer/utter 
boredom (=used when emphasizing that someone is very bored) He gave up his job 

because of sheer boredom.terminal boredom often humorous (=a situation in which 
you are too bored to do anything) Occasional jokes saved us from terminal 
boredom.PHRASEShave a low boredom threshold (=become bored very easily) She 

has a low boredom threshold and wants new challenges.THESAURUS: 

boredommonotonya bored feeling, caused by the same thing happening again and 

again, or something always looking the same:There were no trees or houses  

to break the endless monotony of the landscape. | He was longing to escape the 

dull monotony of his job.tediuma very boring feeling. Tedium is more formal  

than boredom, and is used especially when something very boring continues for a  

long time:To relieve the tedium of the days, they sang or told stories. | For the 

workers, the meal-breaks are a release from the tedium of their jobs at the 

factory. | The tedium is broken by the arrival of a passenger plane. | The women have 

grown tired of the tedium of being at home all day.  

boring /ˈbɔːrɪŋ/ adjective  not interestingNOUNSa boring job I had a boring 

job in a bank and I couldn’t wait to leave.boring work She was fed up with doing the 
same boring work every day.a boring person/man/woman Her husband is the 
most boring person I’ve ever met – all he wants to talk about is football. | My parents 

were boring people who never wanted to go anywhere.a boring subject I always 
thought that physics was a boring subject when I was at school.a boring 
book/film/programme The book was so boring that she never finished it.a boring 
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life My life is never boring!a boring place/town It’s a boring town with nothing for 

teenagers to do.a boring day/evening/morning He arrived home after 
another boring day at the office.a boring meeting The meeting was long 

and boring.boring details I’m not interested in all the boring details.the boring 
bits informal (=the boring parts of something) He didn’t bother to read the boring 
bits.ADVERBSreally boring I think golf is really boring.incredibly boring (=very 

boring) The work is incredibly boring.mind-numbingly boring (=extremely 
boring) The meeting was mind-numbingly boring and I fell asleep halfway 
through.dead boring informal (=very boring) The film sounds dead boring.VERBSget 

boring The game gets boring after a while.find sth boring Some people find her 
books really boring.sound boring I know it sounds boring, but I’d like to see the film 
again.Don’t say I feel boring. Say I feel bored.PREPOSITIONSboring for sb The concert 

was very boring for the children.PHRASESdull and boring Life seemed very dull and 

boring.the same boring things We always talk about the same boring things. You  

use boring when expressing your feelings very strongly and directly, usually in more  

informal English, for example when talking to someone you know well.Instead of  

saying boring, you can say that something isn’t very interesting. This sounds  

gentler and less direct: The story wasn’t very interesting. THESAURUS: 

boringdullfilm | place | routine | life | job | man | day | affairrather boring,  

especially because nothing exciting happens. Dull is more formal than boring and is  

used mainly in writing:The film was rather dull and I wished I had stayed at home. | A 

world without music would be a very dull place. | She wanted to escape the dull  

routine of her life. | He was always busy and life was never dull. | She caught the same 

train every morning to the same dull job. | Derby was a dull man who spent most of  

his life in business meetings. | It looks like another dull day outside (=the sky is grey 

and there is no sunshine). | The conference was usually a dull affair. | We have five 

children, so there’s never a dull moment in our house. You can use dull about  

colours that are not very bright or exciting: The room was painted a dull dark green  

colour. tediousprocess | task | job | work | journey | wait | paperwork | debat

e | businessvery boring and taking too long, so that you feel impatient:Applying for a  

visa is a long and tedious process. | Jake began the tedious task of sorting through his  

papers. | Planting seeds can be a tedious job but the results are very  

satisfying. | Pulling up the sails was tiring and tedious work. | After a tedious journey,  

we finally arrived in Paris. | There was a tedious wait to get on the plane. | My job 

involves a lot of tedious paperwork. | There was a long and tedious debate in  

parliament. | Checking that all the names are correct is a tedious business (=a tedious  

thing to have to  

do).monotonousvoice | work | job | task | diet | routine | existencesomething  
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that is monotonous is boring because it is always the same and does not change:The 

speaker’s voice was very monotonous and I found myself falling  

asleep. | Factory work is monotonous and unchallenging. | She was doing a tough  

and monotonous job. | Sam began the monotonous task of ironing the clothes. | He 

ate a monotonous diet of fish and rice. | Her life followed the same monotonous  

routine of making meals and taking the children to school. | Raj wants some 

excitement to improve his monotonous existence. | He has won the race every  

year, with monotonous regularity (=used when the same thing keeps happening  

and you know it will happen 

again).mundanematter | issue | task | details | worldrelating to ordinary things  

that you do every day, rather than more exciting things:Instead of philosophy and 

politics, he preferred to talk about more mundane matters. | Most of their arguments  

were about mundane issues such as money. | His duties included mundane tasks such  

as getting us out of bed in the mornings. | Her boss wasn’t interested in the mundane 

details of her life. | Our world must seem very mundane compared to  

hers.humdrumlife | existence | routine | job | workboring because nothing new or  

interesting ever happens:He wanted to escape from his humdrum life at the 

office. | Yasmin saw travel as a way out of her humdrum existence. | When the 

excitement was over, he could get back to his humdrum routine. | There are a lot  

of humdrum jobs to be done. | I had to do all the humdrum work when I first started  

my job.drysubject | topic | report | debate | readinga dry subject, piece of writing  

etc is boring because it is very serious and does not contain any humour:Economics  

can be rather a dry subject and it is difficult to make it interesting for  

students. | House insurance is something of a dry topic. | The report was incredibly  

dry, and he didn’t finish reading it. | We listened to a dry debate about government  

spending. | Books on statistics are usually dry  

reading.drearyplace | town | suburb | landscape | life | weathernot interesting,  

and making you sad or bored:The town is a dreary place in the winter. | He grew up in  

a dreary suburb of Paris. | Films were a way of escaping from their dreary lives. | The 

English weather was cold and dreary (=very grey and with no 

sunshine).ANTONYMS → interesting 

boss /bɒs $ bɒːs/ noun [C]  the person who employs you or who is in charge of 

you at work: Does your boss know you’re looking for another job? I’ll have to ask my 

boss for a day off. Boss sounds rather informal. The usual word to use in more formal  

English is manager. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + bosssb's old/former boss My old boss 

was very strict.sb's new boss His new boss lets him work from home one day a 
week.the big boss You should talk to Steve - he's the big boss around here.a 
company boss Company bosses are always giving themselves big pay 

rises.PHRASESbe your own boss (=work for yourself, rather than for an 
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employer) Since I’m my own boss, my hours are flexible.PREPOSITIONSthe boss of 

sth She's the boss of a big company.THESAURUS: bossmanagerthe person in  

charge of a business such as a shop, a bank, or a hotel, or of a part of a business:I’d  

like to speak to the hotel manager. | Her father is the manager of an Italian  

restaurant. | She is now area sales manager. | The deputy manager will look after the 

department while he is away.headthe person who is in charge of an organization or a  

department within that organization:My wife is head of the French department at the 

university. | He is the former head of the CIA.chiefthe most important person or one 

of the most important people in an organization such as the police, the fire service, or  

the army:The announcement was made by the chief of police. | Army chiefs met to  

discuss the attack. | They have appointed a new police chief.president especially  

AmEthe person who is in charge of a large company or a department within a  

company:He is the president of CBS news. | Angry shareholders called for the 

resignation of the company president.managing director BrEthe person who is in  

charge of the daily management of a company or organization:He’s the managing  

director of a small printing firm.chief executive also chief executive officer,  

CEOthe person who is in charge of the daily management of a company:the CEO 

of General Motors | Universal Studios is looking for a new chief  

executive.supervisorsomeone who is in charge of a group of workers, whose job is to  

make sure that the workers do what the manager wants:He was employed as a  

warehouse supervisor.line managerthe manager who is directly in charge of you in a  

company:If you want to take a holiday, first ask your line manager.report to sbif you 

report to someone in a company, that person is directly in charge of you:Jan is based 

in Birmingham and reports to the Head of Marketing.  

bottle /ˈbɒtl $ ˈbɑːtl/ noun  a plastic or glass container with a narrow top, used 

for keeping liquids inADJECTIVES/NOUNS + bottlea plastic/glass bottle The 
countryside is littered with old plastic bottles.a water/beer/wine/milk etc 

bottle The wine bottles are sent for recycling. | Bring a water bottle in case you get 
thirsty.a medicine/perfume/shampoo bottle It’s important to keep medicine 

bottles away from children.an empty bottle There were empty bottles all over the 
floor. | He drank a full bottle of whisky and made himself very ill.a bottle is half-
full/half-empty The bottle was already half-empty.VERBSopen a bottle Do you want 

me to open another bottle of beer?drink a bottle I was so thirsty that I drank the 
whole bottle.fill a bottle with a liquid She filled the bottle with water.pour liquid 
into/out of a bottle He carefully poured the sauce out of the bottle.uncork a wine 

bottle (=open it) They asked the waiter to uncork the bottle.bring a bottle (=bring a 
bottle of alcoholic drink with you) Come to my party, and bring a bottle.bottle + 

NOUNSa bottle bank (=a place where bottles are collected for recycling) I usually take 

our bottles to the bottle bank.a bottle top Don’t just throw the bottle top on the floor.a 
bottle opener I need a bottle opener to open this bottle of wine.PREPOSITIONSa 
bottle of sth Do you want another bottle of beer? 
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bottom1 /ˈbɒtəm $ ˈbɑː-/ noun  1. the lowest part of somethingADJECTIVESthe 

very bottom (=the lowest part – used for emphasis) It is a day’s ride down to the very 
bottom of the Canyon.VERBSsink to the bottom The ship sank to the bottom of the 
sea.PREPOSITIONSthe bottom of sth The bottom of the bath is very dirty.at the 

bottom I parked at the bottom of the hill and walked up to the top. | There is a note at 
the bottom of the page.on the bottom Lobsters live on the bottom of the ocean. | The 
skin on the bottom of my feet is very hard.to the bottom She slid to the bottom of the 

slope.PHRASESright at/to the bottom (=at or to the lowest part – used for 

emphasis) My name was right at the bottom of the list.THESAURUS: bottomthe 

underneath/the undersidethe bottom surface on the outside of something:You will  

find the serial number on the underneath of the computer. | The mechanic checked the 

underside of the car.the 

footstairs | staircase | steps | ladder | mountain | hill | cliff | wall | page | stat

ue | treethe bottom of the stairs, a mountain, a page etc:She had just reached the 

foot of the stairs when she saw Ben entering the yard. | I waited at the foot of the 

ladder | There was a small village at the foot of the mountain. | The note at the foot of  

the page says where the quote is  

from.basestatue | lamp | spine | back | neck | skull | tree | column | wallthe 

lowest part of something, or the wide part on which something stands:Flowers were 

left at the base of the statue. | The lamp has a square base. | She felt a slight pain at  

the base of her spine.bedsea | river | lake | oceanthe ground at the bottom of an  

area of water:The fish feed mainly on the sea bed. | They found some interesting  

stones on the river bed. Seabed and riverbed are often written as one  

word. foundationsbuilding | housethe layer of cement and stones that forms the 

bottom of a building:The earthquake shook the foundations of the building. | The 

builders have begun laying the foundations for the house.ANTONYMS → top1 (1)2. the 

least successful or important position in an organization or groupADJECTIVESthe very 
bottom He’s a man who has gone from the very top to the very bottom.VERBSstart at 

the bottom He started at the bottom and worked his way up to become managing 
director.PREPOSITIONSthe bottom of sth The school is near the bottom of the league 
table.at the bottom We must help those at the bottom of society to 

cope.PHRASESsecond/third etc from (the) bottom (=in a list or table showing 
results) The team is currently fourth from bottom.the bottom of the 
ladder/pile/heap (=used especially to describe the poorest or least powerful people 

in a group) Welfare cuts have reduced the income of those at the bottom of the 
pile.ANTONYMS → top1 (2) 

bottom2 /ˈbɒtəm $ ˈbɑː-/ adjective  at a lower level than the other one or other 

onesNOUNSthe bottom drawer/shelf My passport is in the bottom drawer of my 
desk.the bottom layer/row The bottom layer must be strong enough to support the 
layers of bricks above it.the bottom half/part There were only two windows in 

the bottom half of the building.the bottom step/stair Jenna sat on the bottom 
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step.the bottom corner Look at the bottom left-hand corner of your screen.sb’s 
bottom lip Her bottom lip trembled and she started to cry.ANTONYMS → top2 (1) 

boundary /ˈbaʊndəri/ noun  1. the real or imaginary line that marks the edge of 

a country or area of landADJECTIVES/NOUNS + boundarya national/international 
boundary In the age of the internet, national boundaries are becoming less 
important. | About 10% of hazardous waste is shipped across international 

boundaries.a state boundary The train crossed the state boundary.a city 
boundary The new housing estates stretch beyond the old city boundaries.the 
northern/southern etc boundary The road runs along the southern boundary of the 

city.a political/geographical/administrative boundary Reforms could extend 
the geographical and political boundaries of the EU.a natural boundary Here, the 
Andes forms a natural boundary between Argentina and Chile.VERBSmark/form a 

boundary The River Jordan marks the boundary between Israel and Jordan.cross a 
boundary At the river, we crossed the boundary into the next county.extend a 
boundary He extended the boundaries of his empire.draw/redraw a boundary In 

the mid-1990s the government redrew the country’s internal boundaries.boundary + 

NOUNSa boundary dispute They were involved in a boundary dispute with a 
neighbour.a boundary line There was some disagreement about the exact position of 

the boundary line.a boundary wall/fence (=dividing two gardens, areas of land 
etc) The boundary wall was about ten foot high.PREPOSITIONSthe boundary between 
sth and sth The road marks the boundary between the two districts.within a 

boundary They are not allowed to graze their cattle within park boundaries.beyond a 
boundary The restaurant’s reputation had spread beyond the 
county boundaries.across a boundary The ball had gone across the boundary onto 

private land.2. the limit of somethingADJECTIVESa clear boundary They attempt to 
maintain clear boundaries between their working and family lives.traditional 
boundaries These women were willing to take risks and step outside traditional 

boundaries.cultural boundaries Silent films can cross cultural 
boundaries.VERBScross/cut across a boundary This 
work crosses the boundary separating poetry and prose.push back/extend the 

boundaries (=do things that have not been done before) Science has pushed 
back the boundaries of human knowledge.blur the boundary (=make it unclear) The 
media blur the boundary between what is private and what is 

public.establish/set/define a boundary When raising a child, it is important to set 
boundaries regarding acceptable behaviour. | The aristocracy defined the boundaries of 
what was permissible.draw/redraw a boundary Can 

one draw clear boundaries between social classes?PREPOSITIONSthe boundary 
between sth and sth The boundary between art and advertising is not always 

clear.within the boundaries of sth Politicians must act within the boundaries of the 
law.beyond the boundaries of sth He is attempting to go beyond 
the normal boundaries of sports writing. 

bow1 /baʊ/ verb  to bend the top part of your body forward after you finish a 

performance or as a greetingNOUNSbow your head In Japan, it is polite to bow your 
head when you meet someone.ADVERBSbow deeply He walked to the front of the 
stage and bowed deeply.bow politely/respectfully “Good evening Sir,” she 

said, bowing respectfully.PREPOSITIONSbow to sb At the end of the show the 
actors bow to the audience. 
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bow2 /baʊ/ noun  the act of bending the top part of your body as a sign of 

respect or at the end of a performanceADJECTIVESa deep bow He made a deep bow 
and left the room.a slight bow The servant gave a slight bow and handed him the 
letter.VERBSgive/make a bow She gave a bow when she met him.take a 

bow (=make a bow at the end of a performance) The actors came back on stage to 
take a bow. 

bowl /bəʊl $ boʊl/ noun  a round open container that is widest at the 

topADJECTIVES/NOUNS + bowla shallow/deep bowl She arranged the flowers in 
a shallow bowl.a glass/plastic/wooden etc bowl I bought a beautiful wooden bowl.a 
soup/sugar/fruit etc bowl There are some apples in the fruit bowl if you want one.a 

serving bowl (=for serving food in) She put the strawberries in a glass serving bowl.a 
mixing bowl Put the butter and sugar in a mixing bowl.a washing-up bowl BrE (=for 
washing the dishes in) Emily filled the washing-up bowl with hot soapy water. 

box /bɒks $ bɑːks/ noun  a container for putting things in, especially one with 

four straight sidesADJECTIVESa cardboard/wooden/plastic/metal box We packed 
all our things into big cardboard boxes.an empty box He lifted the lid and found 

the box was empty.NOUNS + boxa lunch box also a sandwich box BrE His mum 
always put an apple in his lunch box.a storage box (=for storing things in) The house 
was full of plastic storage boxes.a money box (=used by a child for keeping money 

in) How much have you got in your money box?cash box (=used especially by a shop 
for keeping money in) Thieves stole £100 from a cash box at the school.a jewellery 
box BrE a jewelry box AmE She kept all her rings in a jewellery box by her bed.a 

ballot box (=where people put votes) The ballot boxes have been emptied and the 

votes are being counted. Toolbox and shoebox are usually written as one  

word. VERBSopen a box You can open the box to check the contents.shut/close a 

box He shut the box and locked it.empty a box The robbers emptied all the boxes, 
which contained cash and jewellery.a box contains sth The box contained old letters 

and other documents.PREPOSITIONSin/inside a box He put the machine 
back in its box.a box of sth He produced a box of matches and lit the 
candle.PHRASESthe lid of a box She closed the lid of the box.a box full of sth/filled 

with sth I have boxes full of old toys in the garage. 

boy /bɔɪ/ noun  a male child or a young manADJECTIVESa little/small boy Little 

boys love toy trains. | I was sitting next to a small boy and his mother.a young 

boy My family moved to Britain when I was a young boy.a baby boy (=a son) Lucy 
has had a baby boy.a teenage boy The movie is about the adventures of two teenage 
boys.a 10-year-old/12-year-old etc boy A 14-year-old boy has won an award for 

bravery.a good/nice boy (=a well-behaved boy) Kevin is a good boy who never gets 
in trouble.a bad/naughty boy That naughty boy has spilt water all over the floor!a 
clever/smart boy Some of the boys in my class are really clever.a big boy (=an older 

boy – used especially when saying that someone is old enough not to need help or 
advice from an adult) You don’t need me to go with you – you’re a big boy now.sb is 
the golden boy (=the one who everyone admires) Peter was always the golden boy at 

school. Little boy or small boy?You use little boy especially when showing your  

feelings about the boy, for example when you think he is cute. You use small  
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boy especially about a boy who is small in size. boy + NOUNSboy band/boyband (=a 

pop group that consists of attractive teenage boys) He used to be a singer in a boy 

band. Paperboy (=a boy who delivers newspapers) and choirboy (=a boy who sings  

in a choir) are usually written as one word. PHRASESbecome interested in 

boys Girls become interested in boys at a very young age.boys will be boys (=used 

when saying that you expect boys and young men to behave a little badly 
sometimes) Boys will be boys and it’s normal for there to be some fighting in the 
playground. 

boycott /ˈbɔɪkɒt $ -kɑːt/ noun  a form of protest in which people refuse to buy a 

country’s or company’s goods, or refuse to take part in somethingADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ boycottan economic/trade boycott It’s not clear whether economic boycotts really 

work. | The trade boycotts against South Africa helped bring about change in that 
country.an international boycott North Korea has been the subject of 
an international boycott for many years.a nationwide boycott (=in all of a 

country) They organized a nationwide boycott of the movie.a consumer 
boycott Environmental groups have asked for a consumer boycott of genetically 
modified foods.a mass boycott (=involving a large number of people or 

organizations) There was a mass boycott of the election.VERBSput a boycott on 
sth also impose a boycott on sth formal (=start a boycott) The United 
States imposed a boycott on trade with Cuba.organize a boycott The 

students organized a boycott of the company’s products.call for a boycott The 
senator called for a boycott on all French goods.end/lift a boycott He hopes to 
persuade Western countries to lift their boycott.threaten a boycott Athletes 

are threatening a boycott of the Olympic Games.support a boycott Many people do 
not support the boycott.join a boycott Several countries 
have joined the boycott.PREPOSITIONSa boycott of sth In 1955 Martin Luther King 

organized a boycott of the city’s bus services.a boycott on/against sth They want 
a boycott on all Canada’s seafood products. 

boyfriend /ˈbɔɪfrend/ noun [C]  a man that you are having a romantic 

relationship withADJECTIVESsb’s first boyfriend Josh was my first boyfriend.sb’s new 
boyfriend Her parents were anxious to meet her new boyfriend.sb’s current 
boyfriend He was much younger than her current boyfriend.a steady/long-term 

boyfriend (=that you have had a long relationship with) I asked if she had a steady 
boyfriend.an old boyfriend/ex-boyfriend/former boyfriend (=someone who was 
your boyfriend before) I met an old boyfriend from college. | Jan’s ex-boyfriend was in 

the army.a jealous boyfriend Her boyfriend was very jealous and wouldn’t leave her 
on her own with another man.a good-looking boyfriend She has a very good-looking 
boyfriend.VERBShave a boyfriend I have a boyfriend in the US.split up with your 

boyfriend Helen has just split up with her boyfriend.leave your boyfriend She left 
her boyfriend because he was boring.be sb’s boyfriend I told her that I wanted to be 

her boyfriend.THESAURUS: boyfriendpartnerthe person you are married to, or  

the person you are living with and having a sexual relationship with:Sweden allows gay 

partners to receive many of the same benefits that married couples get. | Partners are 

also welcome.loversomeone who you have a sexual relationship with, without being  
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married to them:A few nights later, they became lovers.fiancéthe man whom a 

woman is going to marry:Her fiancé was killed in the war.ex informalsomeone's former  

husband, wife, boyfriend, or girlfriend:Her ex has caused a lot of trouble for her.old 

flame informalsomeone who was your boyfriend or girlfriend in the past:In a box in  

the closet, I found love letters from one of her old flames.man informala woman’s  

husband or boyfriend:She’ll always stand by her man.sweetheart old-fashionedthe 

person that you love:They were childhood sweethearts.toy boy humorous informala 

young man who is having a sexual relationship with an older woman:A woman with a  

toy boy gets a lot more disapproving looks than a man with a younger woman.sugar  

daddy informalan older man who gives a younger woman presents and money in  

return for their company and often for sex:I can imagine her cashing checks from 

some mysterious sugar daddy. You can also say that someone is going out  

with someone, when saying that this person is someone's boyfriend or  

girlfriend: She’s been going out with Jack for a couple of months.  

 

brain /breɪn/ noun  1. the thing inside your head that you use for thinking, 

feeling, and controlling your bodyADJECTIVESthe human brain The human brain is 

extremely complex.brain + NOUNSbrain damage/a brain injury The baby suffered 
permanent brain damage.brain cells The disease destroys brain cells.a brain 
tumour BrE a brain tumor AmE He died of a brain tumour at the age of 49.a brain 

haemorrhage BrE a brain hemorrhage AmE (=when your brain bleeds) That night 
he suffered a brain haemorrhage and lost consciousness.brain activity Scientists can 
use the equipment to measure brain activity.a brain scan He was sent to hospital for 

a brain scan.brain surgery She was shot in the head and underwent brain 
surgery.PHRASESthe left/right side of the brain Damage to the left side of the 
brain can cause problems with language.how the brain works They hope to learn 

more about how the brain works.2. the ability to think clearly and learn 
quicklyADJECTIVES/NOUNS + braina good/quick brain It was obvious that Ann had 
a good brain.a business brain (=the ability to make good business decisions) We need 

someone who has a business brain.VERBShave brains (=be 
intelligent) She had more brains than her husband.use your brain It’s easy if you 
just use your brain.rack your brains (=try very hard to think of something) If we 

all rack our brains, we should come up with some ideas.pick sb’s brains (=ask 
someone for ideas) I thought I’d pick Greg’s brains about what to take with us.it 
takes/requires brains to do sth It takes brains to think of a plan like that.sth 

addles your brain (=makes you unable to think clearly) The alcohol 
had addled his brain. 

brainy /ˈbreɪni/ adjective  THESAURUS > intelligent 

brake /breɪk/ noun  a part of a vehicle that you can use to make it go more 

slowly or stopVERBSuse/apply the brakes also put the brakes on Apply the 
brakes gently so that you don't cause the car to skid.slam on/jam on/hit the 

brakes (=use them suddenly) The car in front stopped suddenly and I had to slam on 
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the brakes.release the brake (=stop using it) The traffic lights turned green and 

I released the brake.the brakes fail (=they do not work when you use them) Going 
down the mountain, I was afraid the brakes might fail.brakes screech (=make a high 

noise when you use them) He heard the train’s brakes screech.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ brakethe front brakes The front brakes need adjusting.the back/rear 
brakes There's something wrong with the back brakes.faulty/defective brakes (=not 

working properly) The truck could not stop in time because its brakes were faulty.the 
foot brake (=used with your foot, to slow the car down) He stamped on the foot 
brake.the hand brake also the emergency brake AmE the parking 

brake AmE (=used with your hand, to stop the car moving when parked) I tried to 
drive off with the hand brake still on.anti-lock brakes (=that do not cause the wheels 
to lock and skid if the brakes are used suddenly) The car comes equipped with anti-lock 

brakes.brake + NOUNSthe brake pedal (=that you press with your foot) She 
pressed the brake pedal but nothing happened.brake lights (=lights that come on at 
the back of a car when the driver brakes) If you see brake lights ahead, slow 

down.brake failure (=when brakes do not work) Police suspect the accident was 
caused by brake failure.PHRASESput/keep your foot on the brake Adam put his foot 
on the brake as they reached a T-junction.take your foot off the brake She 

accidentally took her foot off the brake and the car rolled forward.a screech/squeal of 
brakes (=the loud sound of a car stopping suddenly) I heard the screech of brakes in 
the road outside. 

branch /brɑːntʃ $ bræntʃ/ noun  1. a part of a larger 

organizationADJECTIVES/NOUNS + branchthe London/New York etc branch He 
works for the Paris branch of an American bank.the main branch The main branch of 

the New York Public Library was officially opened in 1911.a local/regional branch Her 
father had got a job in the local branch of a building society.a high street 
branch (=on one of the main streets in a town or city) The increase in online banking 

has led to the closure of many high street branches.the nearest branch The website 
tells you where the nearest branch of the store is.an overseas branch (=in a foreign 
country) The company has just opened its first overseas branch in Paris.VERBS 

+ branchhave a branch The bank has branches all over the country.open/close a 
branch The store opened its first branch in 1959.a branch opens/closes Many 
local branches are having to close.establish a branch The university wants 

to establish a branch in Australia.branch + NOUNSa branch office They have just set 
up a branch office in Boston.a branch manager The branch managers have a monthly 
meeting.a branch chairman He was elected branch chairman last year.a branch 

secretary She is branch secretary of the Association of University Teachers.a branch 
member Branch members of the National Farmers Union meet regularly to exchange 
views.a branch meeting The next branch meeting will be on May 5th.PREPOSITIONSa 

branch of sth He was the secretary of the local branch of the union.2. a part of a tree 
that grows out from the trunkADJECTIVESa low/high branch The bird flew down onto 
the lowest branch of the tree.the top/upper branches The top branches were 

swaying in the wind.an overhanging branch The overhanging branches of the tree 
formed a tunnel.the spreading branches They sat under the spreading branches of 
an oak tree.VERBSprune/cut back a branch Prune the branches of the tree in 

winter.chop off a branch We could chop off some branches to make a fire. 
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brand /brænd/ noun  1. a type of product which has its own name and is made 

by a particular companyADJECTIVES/NOUNS + branda leading/top brand Choose one 
of the leading brands of paint.a popular brand The store has all the popular brands of 
breakfast cereal.sb’s favourite brand BrE sb’s favorite brand AmE The shop no 

longer sells my favourite brand of soap.a well-known/famous brand A dangerous 
chemical has been found in a well-known brand of bottled water.a 
global/international brand The fashion company attempted to build a global brand.a 

luxury/premium brand (=an expensive brand) Cheap copies pose a threat to 
some luxury brands.own brand BrE store brand AmE (=sold by a particular store 
under its own name) A supermarket’s own brand should cost less than the nationally 

advertised brands.brand + NOUNSa brand name The brand name is well known to the 
public.a brand image (=the way a product or organization seems to the public) A 
company carefully protects its brand image.brand loyalty (=the tendency to always 

buy a particular brand) Advertising is used to sell a product and create brand 
loyalty.brand awareness (=the number of people who have heard of a brand) The 
aim of the campaign is to increase brand awareness.the brand leader (=the brand 

that sells the most) It is the brand leader for herbs and spices in the UK.2. a particular 
type of quality, behaviour, belief etc that a person or group hasADJECTIVESsb’s own 

brand of sth She has her own special brand of humour.sb’s particular brand of 
sth His speeches were filled with his own particular brand of hatred.sb’s 
unique/special brand of sth The Irish have a unique brand of 

hospitality.PREPOSITIONSsb’s brand of sth Their bizarre brand of humour is popular 
with young people. 

brave /breɪv/ adjective  showing that you are not afraid to do things or be in 

situations that other people find dangerous or difficultNOUNSa brave 

man/woman/girl etc The firefighters were all brave men.a brave soldier Brave 
soldiers have given their lives to defend our country.a brave smile Her tears were 
replaced by a brave smile.brave words Despite these brave words he felt very 

frightened.a brave attempt/effort He made a brave attempt to deal with the 
problem.a brave fight/battle Sadly, Mr Shaw died last week after a brave 
fight against cancer.a brave decision It was a brave decision to start again in a new 

country.a brave step/move Trying to enter this market is a brave move for the 
company.a brave act/deed (=something brave you have done) There were many 

stories about his brave deeds.a brave soul often humorous (=brave person) A 
few brave souls were making their way through the deep 
mud.ADVERBSincredibly/amazingly/exceptionally brave I think he was incredibly 

brave to do a parachute jump.PHRASESput a brave face on (sth) (=pretend that you 

are happy when you are upset) The team tried to put a brave face on their defeat. You  

can also use brave as a noun: The United States is the land of the free and the home  

of the brave. THESAURUS: 

bravecourageousman | woman | person | leader | decision | act | action | eff

ort | stand | battlevery brave – used especially about someone who does something  

because they believe it is right, or who fights against a disease for a long time:He is an  

extremely courageous man who has overcome severe disability. | She was  
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a courageous leader who fought for democracy all her life. | It was a courageous  

decision to stay and help his friend. | Their courageous actions saved many lives. | He 

took a courageous stand against the military government. | Her father died after a long 

and courageous battle with Parkinson’s  

disease.heroiceffort | attempt | achievement | act | deed | struggle | resistance

 | figurevery brave and admired by many people:The team made a heroic effort to  

rescue the miners. | Rebuilding the city after the floods was a heroic achievement. | In  

a heroic act of kindness, he donated one of his kidneys to save the life of a  

child. | There are many legends about their heroic deeds. | He praised the Russian  

people for their heroic resistance to the Nazis. | Mandela is a heroic figure for  

millions.boldmove | step | decision | attempt | initiativeshowing that you are 

willing to take risks, especially by making difficult decisions or suggesting things that  

other people may disagree with:It was a bold move to set up his own company. | We 

need someone who is not afraid to make bold decisions. | It was a bold attempt to  

improve the museum’s image and make it more attractive to younger visitors. | This  

project is a bold initiative that will help unemployed people find jobs. | None of his  

colleagues is bold enough to say it in public, but there is a widespread feeling that the  

president has  

failed.daringraid | mission | rescue | escape | exploits | robbery | pilotbrave 

because you are willing to take great risks:Three men were involved in a daring raid on  

a bank. | They set off on a daring mission to free the hostages. | The lifeboat took part  

in a daring rescue in the North Sea. | The men made a daring escape from 

prison. | Many people have seen films about the daring exploits of James 

Bond (=daring and exciting actions). | Viccei is thought to have got away with £26 

million from the daring robbery. | Her father was a daring fighter pilot who flew on 

over 100 combat  

missions.valianteffort | attempt | fight | struggle | defenderbrave. Valiant is  

often used when someone is unsuccessful, even though they try hard:The cinema was  

forced to close down, despite all their valiant efforts. | The book makes a valiant  

attempt to make the subject seem interesting. | The team put up a valiant fight, but  

they lost 2–1. | Their valiant struggle ended in 1886, when Geronimo negotiated a  

settlement with the US government. Valiant is only used before a  

noun. adventuroustraveller | visitor | spirit | lifean adventurous person likes  

going to new places and trying new things, even though they seem unusual or far  

away:Jordan has a lot to offer the adventurous traveller. | For those with  

an adventurous spirit and strong legs, mountain bikes can be hired. | The old lady has  

certainly led an adventurous life. | If you are feeling adventurous, there are many 

unusual dishes you can 
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try.intrepidexplorer | traveller | pilot | aviator | astronaut | reporterwilling to go  

on a dangerous journey or do dangerous things. Intrepid sounds rather formal and is  

used especially in written descriptions. It is also sometimes used humorously:A team 

of intrepid explorers will travel across 5,000 km of unexplored territory. | The book 

tells the story of those intrepid pilots who first crossed the Atlantic Ocean. | We sent  

our intrepid reporter to find out what was going on. Intrepid is usually used before a  

noun. fearlessdefender | campaigner | critic | climber | rider | disregardnot  

frightened of anything or anyone:He is a fearless defender of the US 

Constitution. | Powell was a fearless campaigner for native American  

rights. | A fearless critic of the government, Madhuku has been jailed several times. | a  

fearless climber who had climbed Everest three times | He is known for his fearless  

disregard for his own safety. | They were absolutely fearless and had no sense of  

danger.  

breach /briːtʃ/ noun  an action that breaks a law, rule, or 

agreementADJECTIVESa clear breach The claims made in the advertisement are 

a clear breach of the UK advertising regulations.a serious/grave/major breach Their 
actions were a serious breach of international law.a minor breach Players can be given 
a warning for a minor breach of the rules.a flagrant breach (=a shocking breach) This 

was a flagrant breach of international law.an alleged breach The building firm was 
taken to court over alleged breaches of safety regulations.a possible breach The 

racing driver is being investigated for a possible breach of the rules in last Sunday’s 
Grand Prix.VERBScommit a breach of sth He had committed a breach of the 
law.constitute a breach of sth formal (=be a breach of something) Failure to pay 

back the money constitutes a breach of the agreement.PHRASESa breach of an 
agreement Lawyers are investigating whether there has been a breach 
of the agreement.a breach of the law/rule/regulation The European Court of 

Justice deals with breaches of European law.a breach of the conditions/terms of 
sth The judge decided that she had committed a breach of the terms of the contract.a 
breach of confidence/trust/confidentiality (=when someone tells people about 

something that they have officially agreed to keep secret) Doctors are unable to discuss 
their patients’ records, because it would be a breach of confidentiality.breach of 
contract (=illegally breaking an agreement) She sued her employers for breach of 

contract.breach of copyright The website was accused of breach of copyright for 
using the photograph.be in breach of sth (=be breaking a law, rule, or agreement) If 
the newspaper prints the story, it could be in breach of the laws concerning personal 

privacy.a breach of the peace BrE (=the crime of making too much noise or fighting 
in a public place) He was arrested and charged with breach of the peace. 

bread /bred/ noun  a type of food made from flour and water that is mixed 

together and then bakedADJECTIVES/NOUNS + breadwhite/brown bread Would you 
like white bread or brown bread?wholemeal bread BrE also wholewheat 
bread AmE (=bread made with flour that contains all of the grain) Wholemeal bread is 

good for you.fresh bread There’s nothing better than the smell of fresh bread.stale 
bread (=hard and no longer fresh) This bread’s stale – shall I throw it away?mouldy 
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bread BrE moldy bread AmE (=covered with a green substance that grows on old 

food) All there was in the house was a loaf of mouldy old bread.crusty bread (=having 
a hard crust that is nice to eat) Serve the soup with crusty bread.sliced bread (=cut 

into pieces when you buy it) If you buy sliced bread, you don’t need a bread 
knife.homemade bread Homemade bread always tastes better than shop-bought 
bread.artisan bread (=made by a skilled baker, not in a factory) You can buy 

delicious artisan bread at the farmers’ market.VERBSmake/bake bread We 
usually make our own bread.cut/slice bread Could you cut me some 
more bread?butter bread (=spread butter on it) You butter the bread and I’ll make up 

the sandwiches.NOUNS + breada bread roll Would you like a bread roll with your 
soup?a bread bin BrE a bread box AmE (=a container for keeping bread 

in) Breadknife, breadboard, and breadcrumbs (=small pieces of bread) are usually  

written as one word. PHRASESa loaf of bread He’s gone to buy a loaf of bread.a 

slice/piece of bread Can I have another slice of bread?a hunk/chunk of bread (=a 

piece that you pull off a loaf) He tore off a chunk of bread and dipped it in the 
sauce.bread and butter We had bread and butter with the meal.bread and 
cheese Lunch was bread and cheese 

break1 /breɪk/ verb  1. to damage something, so that it separates into pieces, or 

to become damagedbreak + NOUNSbreak your leg/arm etc She broke her leg while 
skiing.break a cup/dish/plate etc His mother shouted at him when 

he broke a cup.break a window/mirror The burglar broke a window to get 
in.ADVERBSbreak easily Old people’s bones are fragile and break easily.PHRASESbreak 
(sth) in half/two He broke the biscuit in half and handed one piece to me. | The 

table broke in two.break (sth) into pieces Break the chocolate into pieces and melt it 
over a pan of hot water.break off a piece of sth She broke off a piece of 

bread.THESAURUS: breaksmashto break (something) with a lot of force:The 

plate smashed on the stone floor. | Someone smashed his camera.shatterto break 

(something) into a lot of small pieces:The glass shattered all over the pavement. | The 

explosion shattered the windows of the building.crumbleto break (something) into a  

powder or a lot of very small pieces:The wood just crumbled in my hand. | Crumble  

the yeast with your fingers.splitto separate (something) into two pieces along a  

straight line:The wood split down the middle. | Using a sharp knife, split the melon in  

half.snaprope | string | cord | stick | branch | twigto break (something) into two 

pieces, making a loud noise:The rope suddenly snapped. | One of the guitar strings  

snapped. | He snapped the sticks in two. | The branch snapped under his  

weight. | A twig snapped under her feet.crackice | glass | mirrorif something cracks,  

a line appears on the surface, which means that it could later break into separate  

pieces:The ice was starting to crack. | The glass cracked in the heat. | Do not  

overtighten the screws or you 

could crack the mirror.fracturearm | leg | wrist | bone | skullto damage a bone,  

especially so that a line appears on the surface:I fell over  

and fractured my wrist. | Schwarzenegger fractured his thigh bone while skiing in  
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Idaho.tearpaper | letter | page | photograph | jacket | dress | trousersto  

damage paper or cloth by pulling it so that it separates into  

pieces:Joe tore the paper into tiny pieces. | She tore up the letter and put it in the 

bin. | The man tore off a page from his notebook and handed it to  

me. | I tore my jacket on a piece of  

metal.burstpipe | balloon | bubble | tyre | damif something bursts, it gets a hole in  

it, and air or liquid suddenly comes out:The pipes had burst and there was water all  

over the kitchen floor. | He burst the balloon with a pin. | Hundreds of people were 

killed when a dam burst in China.THESAURUS: break→ disobey2. to fail to obey 

a rule or law, or fail to do something you promised to doNOUNSbreak the law He said 
he didn’t know he was breaking the law.break a rule/regulation If 
you break the rules, you can expect to be punished.break the speed limit (=drive 

faster than the speed that is allowed) He was fined for breaking the speed limit.break 
a promise/vow I’ll never forgive him for breaking his promise to me. | He accused her 

of breaking her marriage vows.break your word (=break a promise you made) I said 
I would do it and I never break my word.break an agreement/contract He took the 
company to court for breaking the contract. | This action broke the 

international agreement of 1925. 

break2 /breɪk/ noun  a period of time when you stop doing something before 

starting againADJECTIVES/NOUNS + breaka short/quick break Shall we have a quick 
break?a five-minute/two-week etc break The workers were only allowed a 20-

minute break.a lunch/coffee/tea break What time’s your lunch break?a 
morning/afternoon break I don’t usually have time for a morning break.a career 
break (=when you do something different instead of the job you have been doing) She 

took a career break to bring up her children.a well-earned break (=one that you 
deserve) Everyone’s looking forward to a well-earned break when the exams are 
over.VERBShave/take a break After two hours, she took a break and switched on the 

radio.need/want a break I’m sorry, I can’t do any more – 
I need a break.PREPOSITIONSa break from sth He said he needed a break 

from politics.a break for tea/coffee etc During the afternoon, there was a break 
for refreshments.a break in sth The actor was interviewed during a break in filming.on 
a break Stuart’s on his lunch break.without a break Do not work for long 

periods without a break. 

breakable adjective  THESAURUS > fragile 

breakdown /ˈbreɪkdaʊn/ noun  1. a time when a relationship, arrangement, 

process etc ends because of problems, or becomes very badADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ breakdowna complete/total breakdown The dispute led to a complete 
breakdown of their business relationship.an irretrievable breakdown formal (=one 

that is impossible to put right again) The irretrievable breakdown of a marriage can be 
grounds for divorce.marriage/relationship breakdown also marital 
breakdown formal Violence is sometimes a factor in marital breakdown.family 

breakdown A growing proportion of children are affected by family breakdown.a 
communication breakdown The misunderstanding was the result of a communication 
breakdown.VERBScause/lead to a breakdown Money problems 

often cause marriage breakdown.PREPOSITIONSa breakdown of/in sth Fighting 
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started again after a breakdown in peace negotiations. | There has been a breakdown 

of discipline at the school.2. a time when someone becomes mentally ill and is unable 
to deal with lifeADJECTIVESa nervous breakdown I think she’s heading for a nervous 

breakdown.a mental/emotional breakdown Clearly, he is having some kind 
of mental breakdown.a complete breakdown She had a complete breakdown and had 
to be admitted to a mental hospital.a severe/serious breakdown He suffered 

a severe mental breakdown in 1959.VERBShave/suffer a breakdown After months of 
stress, he had a breakdown.be heading for a breakdown (=be likely to have one 
soon) Jo is heading for a breakdown if she doesn’t take some time off work.PHRASESon 

the verge of a breakdown (=very close to having a breakdown) Amy was on the 
verge of a nervous breakdown and needed rest and quiet. 

breakfast /ˈbrekfəst/ noun  the meal you have in the morningADJECTIVESa big 

breakfast Most people don’t eat a big breakfast nowadays.a light breakfast (=a 

small one) She ate a light breakfast of toast and coffee.a good/proper 
breakfast (=with plenty of food) I think kids need a good breakfast before they go to 
school.a quick/hasty/hurried breakfast I grabbed a quick breakfast and ran to the 

bus stop.a leisurely breakfast (=not hurried) On Sunday mornings I like to have 
a leisurely breakfast.an early/late breakfast We had an early breakfast and left 

before 7.30.a full English breakfast (=a big hot breakfast with bacon, egg, toast etc 
– used especially in hotels) I’ll have the full English breakfast.a continental 
breakfast (=coffee and bread with butter and jam – used especially in hotels) The 

charge for the room includes a continental breakfast.a cooked/fried 
breakfast (=bacon, egg, toast etc) She likes to start the day with a cooked breakfast.a 
working breakfast (=at which you talk about business) She suggested we meet at 

8.30 for a working breakfast.NOUNS + breakfasta buffet breakfast (=one in a hotel, 
where you serve yourself from a range of dishes) A buffet breakfast is served in the 
hotel’s elegant dining room.VERBShave/eat breakfast Paul got up and had 

breakfast. | We ate our breakfast in silence.have sth for breakfast I 
usually have toast for breakfast.make breakfast She wandered into the kitchen 
to make breakfast.finish your breakfast Hurry up 

and finish your breakfast.skip/miss breakfast (=not eat breakfast) Be sure to eat at 
least three meals a day and don’t skip breakfast.breakfast + NOUNSthe breakfast 
things/dishes (=plates, spoons, bread etc that you have used at breakfast) Dad was 

clearing away the breakfast things.(a) breakfast cereal Many breakfast cereals are 
high in sugar.breakfast time I don’t like noise at breakfast time.breakfast 
television/TV (=programmes on television in the early morning) The children all eat 

their cereal in front of breakfast television.a breakfast table/room The house has a 
large kitchen and a breakfast room. 

breakthrough /ˈbreɪkθruː/ noun  an important discovery or achievement that 

happens after trying for a long timeVERBSmake a breakthrough Detectives think they 
may have made a breakthrough in their hunt for the murderer.achieve a 
breakthrough We achieved this breakthrough almost by accident.represent a 

breakthrough This discovery represents a major breakthrough in the search for a 
cure.a breakthrough comes The breakthrough came after a day of meetings between 
management and workers.ADJECTIVESa big/major breakthrough Researchers 

believe they are on the verge of a big breakthrough.a significant/important 
breakthrough The agreement is seen as a significant breakthrough in relations 
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between the two countries.a technological/scientific/medical 

breakthrough Recent medical breakthroughs have brought fresh hope to people with 
the disease.a historic breakthrough The president described the trade agreement as 

a historic breakthrough.PREPOSITIONSa breakthrough in sth Scientists have made 
significant breakthroughs in the treatment of breast cancer. 

breath /breθ/ noun  the air that you take into or send out of your lungs when 

you breatheADJECTIVESa deep breath (=in which you breathe a lot of air in 

slowly) She took a deep breath and knocked on the door.a shallow breath (=a quick 
one that is not deep) She was taking quick shallow breaths and seemed to be in 
pain.bad breath (=that has an unpleasant smell) Smoking gives you bad 

breath.VERBStake a breath (=breathe in) Pause at the end of the sentence and take a 
breath.hold your breath (=not breathe out for a few seconds or minutes) How long 
can you hold your breath underwater?let your breath out Let your breath out slowly 

and relax.draw breath formal (=breathe) I hid behind the door, hardly daring to draw 
breath.get your breath back also catch your breath (=start breathing normally 
again, especially after resting for a short time) He had to sit down until 

he’d got his breath back.be gasping for breath (=have difficulty breathing, especially 
because you have been using a lot of effort) By the time I reached the bus stop, I 

was gasping for breath.be fighting/struggling for breath (=find it very difficult to 
breathe) He stumbled through the smoke, fighting for breath.pause for breath (=stop 
doing something, especially talking) She talked solidly for five minutes, hardly pausing 

for breath.PHRASESbe out of breath (=have difficulty breathing after running, 
hurrying etc) Andrew hurried in, slightly out of breath.be short of breath (=be unable 
to breathe easily, because you are ill) She was so short of breath that it was an effort 

to speak.shortness of breath (=when you are unable to breathe easily) Symptoms 
include dizziness and shortness of breath.a sharp intake of breath (=when you 
breathe in very quickly and suddenly, especially because of shock) Richard took a sharp 

intake of breath as the hot cheese burned his tongue. 

breathe /briːð/ verb  to take air into your lungs and send it out 

againADVERBSbreathe deeply (=take long slow breaths of air) She breathed deeply in 
the cool night air.breathe heavily/hard (=breathe loudly, especially after 

exercise) He was breathing hard by the time he reached the top of the hill.breathe 
fast/rapidly (=breathe quickly because of illness, fear etc) I noticed that Freddie 

was breathing rapidly just before he fainted.breathe slowly Breathe slowly and try to 
relax.breathe softly/gently His wife lay next to him, breathing softly.breathe 
steadily/evenly/regularly He forced himself to breathe steadily and remain 

calm.breathe normally/properly The patient said that he felt a sharp pain in his 
chest and was unable to breathe normally.breathe easily Sucking a mint may help 
you breathe more easily when you have a cold.NOUNSbreathe (in) some air It was 

wonderful to be outside and breathe some fresh air.breathe (in) fumes (=breathe 
harmful gas or smoke) These children are breathing traffic fumes all day 
long.PREPOSITIONS/ADVERBSbreathe in (=take air into your lungs) It felt good to 

breathe in some country air.breathe out (=send air out) Breathe out slowly, and 
relax.PHRASEScan/cannot breathe He held her so tight that she could 
not breathe.can hardly breathe (=breathe with great difficulty) It was so hot that I 

felt as though I could hardly breathe.breathe through your nose/mouth This cold 
makes it hard to breathe through my nose. | Whales breathe through a blowhole in the 
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top of their head.have trouble/difficulty breathing also struggle to breathe In 

high altitudes some people have trouble breathing. | The crowd pressed in around me 
and I struggled to breathe. 

breathing /ˈbriːðɪŋ/ noun  the process of breathing air in and 

outADJECTIVESdeep breathing The yoga class starts with some deep 
breathing exercises.shallow breathing (=with small breaths) She was very ill and 
her breathing became more shallow.heavy breathing (=loud breathing, especially by 

someone who is sexually excited) When I picked up the phone, all I heard was heavy 
breathing.rapid breathing When you finish exercising your breathing is 
quite rapid.sb’s breathing is regular Walk around until 

your breathing becomes regular again.laboured breathing BrE labored 
breathing AmE (=breathing that is slow and done with difficulty) I could hear the old 
man’s laboured breathing.VERBShear/listen to sb’s breathing I lay in bed listening 

to her breathing.help/ease sb’s breathing (=make it easier for someone to 
breathe) He was given an inhaler to ease his breathing.sb’s breathing 
quickens (=gets faster) When we are excited, our breathing quickens.sb’s breathing 

stops It sounded as though his breathing had stopped.NOUNSbreathing 
exercises Breathing exercises can help you relax.breathing difficulties/problems If 

you develop breathing difficulties, go and see your doctor.breathing 
apparatus/equipment Firefighters use special breathing apparatus when they go into 
burning buildings. 

 

breathtaking /ˈbreθˌteɪkɪŋ/ adjective  THESAURUS > impressive 

breeze /briːz/ noun  a gentle windADJECTIVES/NOUNS + breezea cool breeze It 

was bright and sunny with a cool breeze.a warm breeze The warm breeze blew into 

the room.a gentle/soft/mild breeze It was a beautiful day with a blue sky and a 
gentle breeze.a light/slight/faint breeze The curtains moved slightly in the light 
breeze.a stiff/strong breeze There was a stiff breeze that morning, just right for 

sailing.a cold/chilly breeze A cold breeze blew off the water.a fresh breeze (=cool 
and quite strong) By the time we set off, a fresh breeze was blowing from the north.a 
sea/ocean breeze The boats were moving up and down in the sea breeze.a summer 

breeze He felt the soft summer breeze against his skin.the morning/evening 
breeze He stood on the balcony, enjoying the fresh morning breeze. | Palm trees 
swayed in the evening breeze.an easterly/westerly etc breeze It felt cold in the 

stiff easterly breeze.VERBSa breeze blows There was a strong breeze blowing when I 
went out.a breeze drifts/wafts (=blows very gently) A cool breeze drifted through 
the window.a breeze rustles/ruffles/stirs sth (=blows something, making a slight 

noise) A light breeze ruffled the leaves in the trees.a breeze comes off/from/into 

etc There was just a very faint breeze coming off the ocean.THESAURUS: 

breeze→ wind 

breezy /ˈbriːzi/ adjective  THESAURUS > windy 

bribe noun  money or a gift that you give someone to persuade them to do 

something for you, especially illegallyVERBSoffer (sb) a bribe Some of the team 
were offered bribes to perform badly.accept/take a bribe The judge was charged 

with taking bribes.pay a bribe It was claimed that the company paid bribes to win the 
contract.give (sb) a bribe He was arrested for trying to give the policeman 
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a bribe.demand a bribe It was common for government officials to demand bribes for 

their services.bribe + NOUNSbribe money He believes oil companies paid more than 
$130 million in bribe money to government officials.PREPOSITIONSin bribes The 

company allegedly paid millions of dollars in bribes to Indian officials. 

bridge /brɪdʒ/ noun  a structure built over a river, road etc that allows people or 

vehicles to cross from one side to the otherNOUNS + bridgea railway bridge BrE a 
railroad bridge AmE (=for trains) Go under the railway bridge and turn right.a road 

bridge (=for cars) The government plans to construct a new road bridge to the 
island.a suspension bridge (=one that hangs from strong steel ropes) San Francisco 
has a famous suspension bridge.a toll bridge (=one that you pay to go across) There 

is a toll bridge across the River Severn when you go into Wales.a swing 
bridge BrE (=one that can be pulled up for ships to go under)ADJECTIVESa 
stone/wooden/iron bridge This was one of the first iron bridges to be built in 

England.a hump-backed bridge BrE (=a short bridge with a steep slope at each 
side) There is a hump-backed bridge over a little stream.VERBSbuild a 
bridge also construct a bridge formal The bridge was built in 1902.cross a 

bridge An estimated 150,000 cars cross the bridge each day.a bridge crosses sth A 
pretty stone bridge crosses the little river.a bridge spans sth formal (=crosses a wide 

area) By 1875 a railroad bridge spanned the Missouri.a bridge links/connects sth 
with sth There’s a bridge linking the island with the mainland.PREPOSITIONSa bridge 
across/over sth We walked across one of the bridges over the River Avon.under a 

bridge The stream flowed under a small stone bridge.over/across a bridge We drove 
around the harbour and came back over the bridge. | I hurried home across the bridge. 

brief AC /briːf/ adjective  continuing for a short timeNOUNSa brief 

period/time He lived there all his life, apart from a brief period during the war.a brief 

spell (=a short time) After a brief spell in teaching, Sarah started her own business.a 
brief moment The old lady’s gaze rested on her for a brief moment.a brief 
pause There was a brief pause before he replied.a brief visit/stay The president met 

other world leaders during a brief visit to Geneva.a brief look/glance/glimpse He 
gave her a brief look. | From the train I had a brief glimpse of the city.a brief 
appearance (=when someone is seen somewhere for a short time) He made a brief 

appearance in front of reporters outside his home.a brief silence After a brief silence, 
she made another suggestion.a brief stint (=a short time spent doing a particular job 

or being in a particular place) After a brief stint as a newspaper reporter, Mark joined 
the BBC.a brief respite/lull (=when something, especially something bad, stops for a 
short time) The brief respite in the violence ended with last night’s explosion in the 

capital.VERBSkeep/make sth brief Let’s keep this conversation brief – I have a plane 
to catch.ADVERBSrelatively brief The relatively brief period of time he spent in 

Australia changed his life.THESAURUS: brief→ short (1)→ short (3)  

bright /braɪt/ adjective  1. shining strongly, or with plenty of lightNOUNSbright 

light The bright light hurt his eyes.bright sunlight/sunshine/sun He walked out into 
the bright sunlight.a bright day/morning It was a bright sunny morning.a bright 

sky Ella loved the bright skies of southern Australia.a bright room (=with plenty of 
light) The room is bright and spacious.a bright star Betelgeux is one of the brightest 
stars in the night sky.a bright flash There was a bright flash in the sky and then a 

rumble of thunder.ADVERBSblindingly/dazzlingly bright (=in a way that hurts your 
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eyes) The sun was already dazzlingly bright.THESAURUS: 

brightstronglight | sunlightstrong light is very bright:The plant grows best  

in strong light. | Photographs fade if they are exposed to strong  

sunlight.brilliantlight | sunshine | sun | moonbrilliant light is extremely  

bright:Brilliant light streamed through the window. | The garden was full  

of brilliant spring sunshine. | A brilliant sun shone through the trees. | A brilliant  

moon flooded the whole valley in white bright light. Brilliant is only used before a  

noun. dazzlinglighta dazzling light is so bright that you cannot look at  

it:The dazzling light of a torch shone in his eyes.blindinglight | flash | glarea 

blinding light is very bright and makes you unable to see for a short time after you 

have looked at it:There was a sudden blinding light, followed by a huge 

explosion. | A blinding flash lit up the sky. | The man was caught in the blinding  

glare of the car’s headlights.harshlight | sunlight | glarea harsh light is too bright  

and is unpleasant to look at:In the harsh light of the kitchen, she looked older than she 

was. | Rachel stood outside the cottage, blinking in the harsh sunlight. | The goggles  

protect your eyes from the harsh glare of the snow.lightroom | spacea light building  

or room is bright because there are big windows:The dining room was light and 

airy. | I need a nice light space in which to work.well-

litarea | room | street | officea well-lit place has plenty of light and it is easy to see 

clearly, usually because of electric lights:Always park in a well-lit area. | His studio is a  

large, well-lit room. | The well-lit streets were full of people.THESAURUS: 

bright→ sunny2. bright colours are strong and not paleNOUNSa bright colour The 

room was painted in bright colours.bright red/yellow/blue etc Wendy always 

wears bright red lipstick.a bright shade His face went a bright shade of 

purple.THESAURUS: brightbrilliantvery bright:Dancers dressed in brilliant  

colours filled the stage. | Brilliant white walls give the room a light feel. Brilliant is  

only used before a noun. vividvery strong and bright, especially in a way that is  

attractive:The sky was a vivid blue. | Fish have such beautiful vivid  

colours.vibrantvery strong and bright, especially in a way that is exciting:These 

rich vibrant colours look lovely with dark hair. | The room was decorated in vibrant  

reds and greens.dazzlinga dazzling white colour is extremely bright to look at:The boy 

had dazzling white teeth. | The beach is famous for its dazzling white sands.garishtoo 

bright and unpleasant to look at:He uses rather garish colours in his paintings. | The 

door was painted a garish yellow. | Her clothes looked garish and 

cheap.3. intelligentTHESAURUS: bright→ intelligent  

brilliant /ˈbrɪljənt/ adjective  THESAURUS 

> bright (1), bright (2), clever (2), intelligent 
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bring /brɪŋ/ verb  1. to take something or someone with you to the place where 

you are now, or to the place you are talking aboutPREPOSITIONSbring sb/sth with 
you Have you brought your passport with you?bring sb/sth to sth She wants 

to bring a friend to the party.THESAURUS: bringtaketo move something to  

another place, or help someone go to another place:I took a book with me to read on 

the train. | He was taken to hospital by ambulance.get also fetch especially BrEto go 

to another place and come back with something or someone:I went upstairs to get my 

jacket. | Joseph told me to fetch the doctor, so I ran to the village.2. to cause a 

particular situation or feeling to existNOUNSbring pleasure/joy/happiness Her books 

have brought pleasure to millions of children.bring 
pain/sorrow/misery/sadness The war brought only pain and sorrow.bring 
relief/comfort (=make someone feel less pain or worry) Knowing that she was 

safe brought him great comfort. | The tablets bring relief from back pain.bring 
peace Efforts to bring peace to the region have failed.bring chaos The winter 
weather brought chaos on the country’s roads.bring prosperity/wealth The 

oil brought economic prosperity to the country.PHRASESbring sth to an 
end/conclusion/close It is time the United Nations brought this terrible conflict to an 
end. | We hope to bring the talks to a successful conclusion as quickly as possible. | At 

last the meeting was brought to a close.bring sb to justice (=catch and punish 
someone for their crimes) We all hope that the killers will be brought to justice.bring 
sb to power (=cause someone to have political control over a country) The army 

had brought him to power.bring sth/sb to their knees (=make a situation so bad 
that someone or something cannot continue) Civil war has brought the country to its 
knees.bring sth to the boil (=heat liquid until it starts to boil) Bring the sauce 

slowly to the boil.bring sb into contact with sb/sth (=cause someone to meet other 
people or experience something) The people of the island were suddenly brought into 
contact with the outside world. 

brisk /brɪsk/ adjective  THESAURUS > fast1 (1) 

brittle adjective  THESAURUS > fragile, hard (1) 

broad /brɔːd $ brɒːd/ adjective  1. measuring a long distance 

acrossTHESAURUS: broad→ wide (1)2. consisting of a lot of different types of 

thingsTHESAURUS: broad→ wide (2)  

broadband /ˈbrɔːdbænd $ ˈbrɒːd-/ noun  a system for using the internet that 

allows you to stay connected all the timeADJECTIVEShigh-speed 

broadband With high-speed broadband you can download films and videos very 
quickly.VERBShave broadband Do you have broadband at home?broadband + NOUNSa 
broadband provider (=a company that provides broadband) Which is the 

cheapest broadband provider?a broadband connection I can’t send the email because 
my broadband connection isn’t working.broadband speed My broadband speed is 
really slow.broadband access Some areas do not have broadband access.a 

broadband service There are many companies that will provide you with a broadband 
service.a broadband network 3G is a type of broadband network.broadband 
communications More and more people are enjoying the benefits of broadband 

communications. 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [252] 

broadcast /ˈbrɔːdkɑːst $ ˈbrɒːdkæst/ noun  a programme on the radio or on 

televisionADJECTIVES/NOUNS + broadcasta live broadcast (=one shown at the same 
time as events are happening) NBC produced a 30-minute live broadcast from the 
White House.a radio/television broadcast The president addressed the nation in a 

live television broadcast.a satellite broadcast The match was shown live in a 
worldwide satellite broadcast.a news broadcast His death was reported on the BBC’s 
evening news broadcast.an election broadcast (=one shown before an election to 

persuade people to vote for a party) The Labour Party’s election broadcast was seen by 
an audience of 10 million.a party political broadcast (=made in order to advertise a 
political party) That was a party political broadcast on behalf of the Conservative 

Party.an outside broadcast (=a live broadcast from somewhere that is not in a 
building or studio) The outside broadcast from the Place de la Concorde will include an 

interview with the mayor of Paris. An internet broadcast is often called  

a webcast: The webcast is aimed at young people. VERBSmake/do/produce a 

broadcast The charity made a television broadcast appealing for money.give a 

broadcast The Queen gives a television broadcast to the nation every 
Christmas.watch/hear/listen to a broadcast Most viewers 
who watched the broadcast agreed with the president. | I was able to listen to the 

radio broadcast on my laptop. 

brochure /ˈbrəʊʃə, -ʃʊə $ broʊˈʃʊr/ noun  a thin book giving information or 

advertising somethingADJECTIVESa free brochure Would you like a copy of our free 

brochure?a colour brochure Please write or call for our colour brochure.a glossy 
brochure (=with shiny pages) Products always look nice in glossy brochures.NOUNS 

+ brochurea travel/tourist brochure also holiday brochure BrE We’ve looked in all 

the travel brochures, but can’t decide where to go on our vacation.a 
company/college/hotel brochure I’ll send you a copy of our company 
brochure. | The rooms look lovely in the hotel brochure.a sales brochure The kitchen 

looks just like the one in the sales brochure.a course brochure You’ll find details 
about the English class in the course brochure.VERBSread a brochure The first step is 
to read the course brochure, then complete the application form.flick through a 

brochure (=look at the pages quickly) She was flicking through a brochure about 
kitchen products.it says in the brochure (that)... It says in the brochure that the 

price includes all your meals and accommodation.send away for a brochure It looked 
like a nice hotel, so I sent away for the brochure.ask for/request a 
brochure To request a brochure, please call 214-9100. 

broken /ˈbrəʊkən $ ˈbroʊ/ adjective  1. damaged and split into piecesNOUNSa 

broken leg/arm/nose/bone A broken arm can take several weeks to heal.broken 
glass/a broken window He stepped on some broken glass and cut his foot.a broken 
bottle/cup/plate I tried to glue the broken plate together.broken 

furniture/chair We repair broken furniture.VERBSget broken How did the window get 
broken?2. if a machine is broken, it does not work: The washing machine is broken. My 

watch is broken.THESAURUS: brokendowncomputers | system | networkif a  

computer system is down, it is not working, usually for a short  

period:Our computers are down at the moment, so I can’t  
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check. | The system was down all afternoon, so we went  

home. | The network went down at 11.00 p.m.out of  

ordertoilet | elevator | lift | photocopiernot working – used about things that are 

used by the public:The toilets were all out of order. | We had to use the stairs because 

the elevator was out of order. You can say that a machine doesn’t work or won’t  

work: The photocopier won’t work.You say that an engine or car won’t start: I was  

late for work because the car wouldn’t start.In spoken English, you can also say that  

part of a machine or vehicle has gone: The hard drive on my laptop has gone.  

brother /ˈbrʌðə $ -ər/ noun  a boy or man who has the same parents as 

youADJECTIVES/NOUNS + brotheran older/elder brother I have two older brothers.a 
big brother (=older brother – more informal) Jake was my big brother and I admired 

him.a younger brother Do you have any younger brothers?a little/kid 
brother (=younger brother – more informal) My little brother was always annoying 
me.a baby brother (=one who is a baby, or who is much younger) Mum let me hold 

my new baby brother.a twin brother Luke and his twin brother Sam went everywhere 
together.a half-brother (=the son of just one of your parents) I never really liked 
my half-brother. 

brown /braʊn/ adjective, noun  the colour of earth, wood, or coffeeTYPES OF 

BROWNlight/pale/soft brown Her hair was light brown.dark/deep brown He 
removed his dark brown jacket.warm brown He was a tall, skinny boy with warm 

brown eyes.rich brown Cook the butter and sugar until the mixture turns a rich 
brown colour.dull/muddy brown The carpet is a rather unattractive dull brown. | The 
water is a muddy brown colour.reddish brown Some of the leaves had reddish 

brown spots.golden brown Cook until the cheese on top is golden brown.rusty 
brown (=an orange-brown colour) The leaves of the trees turn rusty brown.chestnut 
brown (=a red-brown colour) She had glossy chestnut brown hair.chocolate 

brown (=dark brown) He was dressed in a chocolate brown suit.ADVERBSvery/so 

brown You look very brown – have you been on holiday? Very brown and so  

brown are often used when saying that someone’s skin has been turned brown by  

the sun. PREPOSITIONSin brown He was dressed in brown.PHRASESa shade of 

brown Her hair had once been a soft shade of brown.as brown as a berry (=very 
brown – used about someone’s skin after they have been in the sun) She came back 
from her holiday looking as brown as a berry. 

brush1 /brʌʃ/ noun  a tool with hairs or plastic threads fastened to a handle, 

used for cleaning, painting, making your hair tidy etcADJECTIVESa fine brush (=a thin 
brush) Using a fine brush, paint eyes and a mouth on the doll.a soft brush I clean my 

teeth with a very soft brush.a stiff brush Scrub the wood thoroughly with water and 
a stiff brush.NOUNS + brusha clothes brush BrE (=used for removing dust from 
clothes) He used a clothes brush to remove the dust from his jacket.a scrubbing 

brush BrE a scrub brush AmE (=a stiff brush used for cleaning things) I had to get 
down on my knees with a scrubbing brush to clean the floor.a shaving brush (=used 
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for putting soap on when shaving) Stephen came back upstairs to collect his shaving 

brush. Paintbrush, toothbrush, hairbrush, and nailbrush are usually written as  

one word. VERBSuse a brush If you look at the painting closely, you can see how the 

artist uses his brush.clean sth with a brush Houseplants can be cleaned with 
a soft brush.put sth on with a brush also apply sth with a brush formal The paint 

is applied with a brush or a roller.brush + NOUNSa brush stroke (=a mark made with a 
paintbrush) You can see the brush strokes when you look closely at the 
painting.PHRASESa dustpan and brush (=a special container for putting dust etc in 

and a brush) She got a dustpan and brush and swept up the broken glass.a brush and 
comb (=for tidying your hair) There was a brush and comb on the dressing table. 

brush2 /brʌʃ/ verb  THESAURUS > clean2 

brutal /ˈbruːtl/ adjective  THESAURUS > cruel (1) 

bubble /ˈbʌbəl/ noun  a ball of air or gasNOUNS + bubblean air/gas bubble Gas 

bubbles in any liquid tend to rise to the surface.a soap bubble She was lying in the 
bath, covered up to her neck in soap bubbles.bubble + VERBSa bubble 

bursts/pops The bubble got bigger and bigger until it burst.a bubble 
forms Bubbles began to form as the liquid started to boil.a bubble 
floats The bubbles are floating on the surface of the water.a bubble rises He was 

watching the bubbles rise in his glass of lemonade.VERBS + bubbleblow bubbles The 
children were blowing bubbles in the air.form bubbles The gas in the beer forms 
bubbles.burst a bubble He burst the bubble with his finger. 

budget /ˈbʌdʒət, ˈbʌdʒɪt/ noun  the money that is available to someone, or a 

plan of how it will be spentADJECTIVES/NOUNS + budgetan annual/monthly/weekly 
budget The organization has an annual budget of $24 million. | Have a weekly budget, 

and try not to spend more than this.a big/large budget He does not have enough 
experience to manage a large budget.a small/low/limited budget If you have a 
limited budget, this is a good machine to buy.a tight budget (=small for what you 

want to do) Most young people have to live within a tight budget.a fixed budget Our 
clients usually have a fixed budget.a shoestring budget (=very small) The film had 
been made on a shoestring budget.a total/overall budget The National Institute of 

Health had a total budget of $11 billion. | There has been an increase in the overall 
budget made available by the government for training.the family/household 
budget Often the husband and wife contribute equally to the family budget.the 

government/national/federal/state budget He has a plan to balance the federal 
budget.the defence/education/welfare etc budget The government had to make 
cuts in the defence budget.the training/advertising/research etc budget Most 

of the advertising budget is spent on TV promotion.VERBShave a budget I have a 
budget of 5,000 euros to buy a new car.give sb/get a budget They were given a 
budget of $20 million.overspend your budget The school has overspent its budget by 

£10,000.keep/stay within a budget (=spend only the money that is 
available) Further cuts are needed in order to keep within the budget.balance the 
budget (=spend only the money that is available) They have to save 8 million euros 

to balance the budget.manage/control a budget In many homes, it is the woman 
who controls the budget.set a budget (=decide how much it will be) We set the 
budget at the beginning of the financial year.reduce/increase a budget The health 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [255] 

budget was increased by 6%.slash a budget (=reduce it by a lot) Budgets have been 

slashed and hundreds of people are going to lose their jobs.budget + NOUNSbudget 
cuts (=reductions in the amount of money that is available) The department has 

suffered severe budget cuts.a budget deficit/shortfall (=when a government has 
spent more money than it has) The country has a budget deficit of over $4 billion.a 
budget surplus (=when a government has more money than it spends) A 

huge budget surplus of over £16 billion was recorded.budget constraints (=limits to 
how much you can spend) Budget constraints mean that training is 
limited.PREPOSITIONSa budget for sth We only have a small budget 

for furniture.within budget (=not spending more than you planned) The project was 
completed within budget.under budget (=spending less than you planned) If you 
come in under budget, everyone will be very impressed.over budget (=spending more 

than you planned) Feature movies always run over budget.on a budget of 
$100/£50/€1,000 etc She has to feed her family on a budget of less than £50 per 
week.on a budget (=with only a small amount of money) We’ll show you how to 

arrange a wedding on a budget. 

buff /bʌf/ noun  THESAURUS > fan 

bug /bʌɡ/ noun  a fault in a computer programADJECTIVESa serious/major 

bug There have been reports of serious bugs in the latest version of the software.a 

minor bug The program has several minor but annoying bugs.NOUNS + buga 
software/computer bug Software bugs threaten the safety of the country’s nuclear 
power stations.VERBSsth has a bug (in it) The software had a bug in it.fix a 

bug They have now fixed all the bugs in the system.find a bug If you find a bug, you 
should report the problem to the IT department.PREPOSITIONSa bug in the 
software/a program/the system etc The error was caused by a bug in the 

software. 

build1 /bɪld/ verb  to make a building, bridge, road etcNOUNSbuild a 

house/home Hundreds of new houses are being built.build a road/railway 

line Instead of building more roads, we should be encouraging people to use public 
transport.build a bridge/tunnel A Japanese company won the contract 
to build the bridge across the harbour.build a factory/school/hospital/airport 

etc The firm is building a $20 million factory in Fremont, California.build a 
wall/fence/barrier Qin Shi Huang unified China and began to build the 

Great Wall. Other things that you buildBuild is also used about making other things  

such as cars and boats: Jaguar cars are built in the UK. The ‘Titanic’ was the  

largest ship ever built.You also use build about birds making their nests: The  

birds build their nests high up on the cliffs.When talking about tents, you say put  

up a tent (not ‘build’ it). PREPOSITIONSbe built of/from/out of sth (=using a 

particular material) The houses were built of stone.build sth on sth People built their 

homes on land near the river.THESAURUS: 

buildconstruct formalbuilding | house | bridge | tunnel | road | railway 

line | airport | school | factoryto build something, especially a large building, a  
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bridge etc. Construct is more formal than build:The 

present building was constructed in 1860. | The firm is planning to construct hundreds  

of houses in the area. | They are planning to construct a bridge across the River  

Thames. | The tunnel was constructed using huge digging  

machines. | Constructing new roads is incredibly expensive. | A railway line 

was constructed across Russia. | The authorities have approved a plan to construct a  

new airport. | The council plans to construct two new schools. | Sharp will invest about  

five billion yen to construct the new factory in Mexico. | The houses were constructed 

out of bricks.put 

upfence | wall | barrier | tent | statue | monument | memorialto build or put  

something somewhere:The neighbours have put up a new wooden fence. | Can you 

help me put up the tent? | They are planning to put up a statue in Bradman’s  

honour.erect formalstatue | monument | memorial | barrier | fence | wall | tent 

| buildingto build or put something somewhere:The city authorities erected a statue in  

his honour. | The monument was erected by friends of Camus after his  

death. | Memorials were erected in the towns and villages, listing the names of local  

people who died in the Great War. | They erected a huge barbed wire fence along the 

border. | The Berlin Wall was erected in August 1961. | The army began erecting  

tents for the refugees. | The building was erected in the 1870s. Erect or put  

up?These words mean the same. Erect is more formal, and is often used about  

statues and other public monuments: A monument was erected in the city’s main  

square. Erect is often used in the passive.Put up is not normally used in the passive,  

and is the normal word to use in everyday conversation, especially when talking  

about fences and tents: Do you know how to put up a tent? (You wouldn’t use ‘erect’  

when asking someone about this in everyday  

English.) assemblecars | trucks | computers | products | furnitureto put all the 

parts of something such as a machine or piece of furniture together:BMW has  

announced plans to assemble cars in India. | The plant will employ about 400 

people assembling personal computers. | The finished products are assembled at  

another factory. | The instructions tell you how to assemble the furniture. You can  

also say that new houses/hotels etc are going up or springing up (=a lot of them  

are being built): Fancy new homes are going up everywhere. New hotels and  

businesses are springing up all along the coast.  
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build2 /bɪld/ noun  the shape and size of someone’s body GrammarBuild is  

most commonly used in the phrase of medium/heavy/slim etc  

build. ADJECTIVESmedium/average build The thief was of medium build and 

wearing a light-coloured jacket.heavy build (=big and fat) The floor will not support 
someone of heavy build.slim/slender/slight build She was very strong despite 

her slender build. | Simpson was of slight build and shy in 
character.muscular/powerful/athletic build These exercises will help you achieve 
a muscular build. | She admired his athletic build.PHRASEShave the build of an 

athlete/rugby player/wrestler etc He had the build of a wrestler so I didn’t try to 
push past him. 

building /ˈbɪldɪŋ/ noun  1. a structure such as a house, church, or 

factoryADJECTIVES/NOUNS + buildinga tall building Central Park is surrounded by tall 
buildings.a high-rise building (=with many levels) There are a lot of high-rise 
buildings in Hong Kong.a low-rise building (=with only a small number of levels) Most 

people prefer to live in low-rise buildings.a two-storey/three-storey etc 
building (=with two, three etc levels) Our villa was a delightful two-storey building.a 
single-storey/one-storey building (=with only one floor) The village school was a 

one-storey building made of stone.a brick/stone/wooden building The farmhouse is 
a long stone building about a century old.an office/school/hospital etc building Our 
office building is close to where I live.a public building The town has a number of 

interesting public buildings, including the old town hall.a beautiful/fine/handsome 
building The old station was a fine building, but has sadly been demolished.an 
impressive/imposing building Notice the impressive buildings around the town’s 

central square.a historic building (=an old building of historical interest) Most of the 
historic buildings are from the 18th century.a derelict building (=empty and in very 
bad condition) Near the canal there are a number of derelict buildings.a dilapidated 

building (=in bad condition) He rented an apartment at the top of a dilapidated 
building in Paris.a ramshackle building also a tumbledown building BrE (=old and 
almost falling down) The farm was surrounded by tumbledown buildings.a listed 

building BrE (=protected by a government order) The school is actually a listed 
building.VERBSgo into a building also enter a building formal No-one saw him enter 
the building.come out of a building also exit a building formal As soon as you come 

out of the building, turn left.design a building He wanted to design a building that 
people would enjoy visiting.put up a building also erect a building formal (=build 
it) They’re putting up a lot of new buildings around here.convert a building (=change 

it so it can be used for something different) The building has been converted into 
apartments.demolish a building also pull down/knock down/tear down a 
building more informal All the old buildings were demolished.renovate a 

building (=repair it so it is in good condition again) The company specializes in 

renovating old buildings.THESAURUS: buildingproperty formala building or  

piece of land, or both together – used especially when talking about buying and selling  

buildings or land:The next property they looked at was too small. | The company 

received permission to build six residential properties on the land.premises formalthe 

buildings and land that a shop, restaurant, company etc uses:You are not allowed to  
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drink alcohol on the premises. | The bread is baked on the premises.complexa group 

of buildings, or a large building with many parts, used for a particular purpose:The 

town has one of the best leisure complexes in the country. | She lives in a  

luxury apartment complex.developmenta group of new buildings that have all been 

planned and built together on the same piece of land:They are planning a new housing  

development near where we live. | The factory is part of a huge industrial  

development.block especially BrEa large tall building that contains apartments or  

offices, or is part of a school, university, or hospital:an office block | a block of  

flats | a tower block (=a very tall building – often used disapprovingly) | My next  

lecture is in the science block.facility especially AmEa place or building used for a  

particular activity or industry:There is a research facility on campus.edifice formala 

large building, especially one that is tall and impressive – a very formal use:Their head 

office was an imposing edifice.structure formalsomething that has been made to  

stand upright – used especially when talking about buildings:Mogul calls this building,  

designed by Donald and John Parkinson in 1928, ‘the most important structure in Los  

Angeles of the 20th century’. | The stone arch is one of the town’s oldest existing  

structures. | an immense barn-like structure2. the process or business of building 

thingsbuilding + NOUNSbuilding work Building work on the new hospital will begin in 

May.a building site (=a place where something is being built) Hard hats must be worn 
on the building site at all times.a building firm/company Our extension was built by 
a local building firm.the building industry He works in the building industry.a 

building contractor (=someone who organizes the building of houses, offices etc) The 
building contractor completed the project ahead of schedule.building materials They 
sell building materials such as bricks and cement.a building boom (=when there is a 

lot of building) In Dubai, the building boom of the 1990s came to a halt.building 
regulations (=rules about the building of new houses, hotels etc) Strict building 
regulations mean that the area has remained unspoilt.NOUNS + buildinghouse/home 

building Land must be made available for house building.road building The 
government has a massive road building plan.PREPOSITIONSthe building of sth There 
is no money for the building of new schools. 

bullet /ˈbʊlət, ˈbʊlɪt/ noun  a small piece of metal that you fire from a gunVERBS 

+ bulletfire a bullet Police fired rubber bullets into the crowd.put a bullet through/in 
sth They threatened to put a bullet through his brain.spray bullets (=fire a lot of 

bullets) The soldier lifted the machine gun and sprayed bullets at the wall.take a 
bullet (=be hit by a bullet) Taylor took a bullet to the chest and later died.bullet + 

VERBSa bullet hits/strikes sb/sth The first bullet hit him in the back.a bullet 

misses sb/sth The bullet narrowly missed her heart.a bullet enters sb’s 
chest/brain etc There was a scar where the bullet had entered his shoulder.a bullet 
pierces sth (=makes a hole in something) One bullet pierced the side of his protective 

jacket.a bullet is lodged in sb’s chest/brain etc (=is stuck in that part of the 
body) Surgeons are trying to remove a bullet lodged in his neck.a bullet flies 
somewhere Bullets were flying around our heads.a bullet whistles past (=moves 

fast making a noise) I heard a bullet whistle past me.a bullet ricochets off sth (=hits 
something and moves away from it again) The bullet ricocheted off a wall.bullet + 
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NOUNSa bullet wound He was brought into hospital with a bullet wound in his leg.a 

bullet hole There were two bullet holes in the windscreen.ADJECTIVESa stray 
bullet (=one that is not intended to hit that person or thing) He was tragically killed by 

a stray bullet.a rubber/plastic bullet (=one that is not designed to kill) The police 
started firing rubber bullets at the protesters.PHRASESa hail/volley of bullets (=a lot 
of bullets fired together) Officers were met by a hail of bullets from the house.be 

riddled with bullets (=be hit by a lot of bullets) The car was riddled with bullets. 

bulletin /ˈbʊlətɪn/ noun  a short news report, or a short statement giving 

informationNOUNS + bulletina news bulletin We interrupt this program to bring you a 
special news bulletin.an information bulletin The club produces a weekly information 

bulletin.a radio/television bulletin The standard television bulletin lasts 15 minutes.a 
weather bulletin The weather bulletin said it was going to rain.ADJECTIVESan 
electronic/online bulletin The college’s online bulletin is updated every few days.an 

official bulletin An official bulletin will be released to the press later today.an 
hourly/daily/weekly/monthly etc bulletin They broadcast 
an hourly news bulletin about the storm.a regular bulletin The club produces 

a regular bulletin informing members about interesting events.the latest 
bulletin The latest bulletin is now available online.VERBSissue/release/put out a 

bulletin The office issued a bulletin warning people about the storm.broadcast a 
bulletin National television broadcast regular bulletins about the president’s medical 
condition.a bulletin says sth The official bulletin said that over 300 people had been 

killed.bulletin + NOUNSa bulletin board (=a place in a computer information system 
where you can read or leave messages) The bulletin board gives information about job 
vacancies.PREPOSITIONSa bulletin on sth A bulletin on the prime minister’s decision is 

expected shortly.a bulletin from sb We received a bulletin from the Institute of Food 
Research this morning. 

bumpy adjective  THESAURUS > rough (1) 

bunch /bʌntʃ/ noun  a group of things that are fastened, held, or growing 

togetherPHRASESa bunch of flowers/roses/herbs etc I picked a bunch of 
flowers from the garden. | You might like to add a bunch of fresh herbs to the stock.a 

bunch of grapes/bananas/fruit She served the cheese with a bunch 
of black grapes. | Bunches of bananas hung in the trees.a bunch of keys A bunch of 
keys dangled from his belt. 

burden /ˈbɜːdn $ ˈbɜːrdn/ noun  something difficult or worrying that you have to 

deal withADJECTIVESa heavy/great/huge/terrible burden Caring for elderly 
relatives can be a heavy burden.an intolerable burden (=one that is too hard for 

someone to deal with) Too many exams can place an intolerable burden on young 
people.an unfair/undue burden The new legislation put an unfair burden on 
employers.a financial burden Paying for extra staff would impose too great a financial 

burden on schools.NOUNS + burdenthe tax burden These changes will ease the tax 
burden for small businesses.the debt burden He made a serious attempt to ease the 
country’s debt burden.VERBSbe/become a burden The huge costs are a burden 

on the taxpayer. | I don’t want to be a burden to my children when I’m old.bear/carry 
a burden (=have something difficult or worrying to deal with) At the age of 16, 
Suzy bore the burden of providing for her family.shoulder/take a burden (=accept 

responsibility for something) Why should taxpayers shoulder this burden?place/put a 
burden on sb also impose a burden on sb formal This situation places the 
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main burden of family care on women.share the burden I was glad my brother was 

there to share the burden.shift the burden onto sb (=put it onto someone 
else) These changes are intended to shift the burden of paying for pollution from the 

taxpayer to the polluter.ease/reduce/lighten the burden Smaller classes 
would ease the burden for teachers.rid yourself of/shed a burden I was determined 
to rid myself of the burden of this secret.a burden falls on/upon sb The tax burden 

falls most heavily upon the poorest people.PREPOSITIONSthe burden on sb This would 
reduce the burden on those least able to pay.be a burden to sb The house is a burden 
to us and I don’t think we can keep paying for it.PHRASESthe burden of 

responsibility He felt unable to cope with the burden of responsibility.a burden of 
guilt She carried a heavy burden of guilt for not having been able to protect her 
child.the burden of taxation The burden of taxation falls more heavily on the poor.lift 

the burden from sb’s shoulders (=take it away or make it less severe) I feel as if a 
great burden has been lifted from my shoulders.a burden weighs heavily on 
sb (=they find it difficult to deal with) I admit that the burden of caring for her weighs 

heavily on me. 

bureaucracy /bjʊəˈrɒkrəsi $ bjʊˈrɑː-/ noun  a very complicated official system 

with a lot of rulesADJECTIVESunnecessary/excessive bureaucracy People are 

always complaining about the amount of unnecessary bureaucracy in local 
government.a faceless bureaucracy (=in which you do not have human contact with 
someone) Many big organizations seem like faceless bureaucracies.NOUNS 

+ bureaucracygovernment/state bureaucracy There is so much government 
bureaucracy that it is difficult for people to set up their own business.VERBScut/reduce 
bureaucracy Teachers want to cut bureaucracy in schools.increase/create more 

bureaucracy The new system will only create more bureaucracy for farmers.deal with 

bureaucracy Small businesses have to deal with a lot of bureaucracy. In more  

informal English, people often use the phrase red tape when talking about  

unnecessary rules and regulations: There’s a mountain of red tape to get through,  

before you can get a visa.  

burn1 /bɜːn $ bɜːrn/ verb  1. to produce flamesNOUNSa fire burns There was a 

wood fire burning in the front room.a candle/cigarette burns She left a candle 
burning next to her bed.a house/building/forest/car etc burns The trees were 

still burning.ADVERBSburn down (=be destroyed by fire) If your house burned down, 
would the insurance cover it?burn brightly A coal fire was burning brightly in the 

kitchen.burn fiercely Many buildings were burning fiercely.burn steadily The 
candle burned steadily.burn merrily (=in a way that looks cheerful) A fire burned 
merrily in the grate.PHRASESburn to the ground (=be completely destroyed by 

fire) The building burned to the ground after it was struck by lightning.burn out of 

control The fire has been burning out of control for three days.THESAURUS: 

burnblazefireto burn very brightly with a lot of flames and heat:They had their meal  

in the dining room, where a lovely fire was blazing.flickerflame | candle | fireto burn  

with an unsteady light that appears and disappears quickly:They watched the flames 

flicker in the fireplace. | The candle flickered in the wind. | The fire flickered and then 
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went out.smoulder BrE smolder AmEcigarette | cigar | fireto burn slowly and 

continuously, producing smoke but no flames:A cigarette smouldered in the 

ashtray. | The fire was still smouldering a week later. You can also say that a building,  

vehicle etc is on fire: Someone said our house was on fire. If something is burning  

with a lot of flames, you can say that it is ablaze or alight: Soon, the whole city  

was ablaze. By the time the fire engines got there, the factory was alight. 2. to hurt 

someone or damage something with fire or something hotNOUNSburn your 

hand/fingers/tongue etc She burned her hand on a hot pan.burn a 
letter/document etc Burn this letter after you read it.burn a hole in sth The 
cigarette had burned a hole in the carpet.ADVERBSbe badly/severely burned His face 

had been badly burned in the fire.be burned alive The animals were burned 
alive when a farm building caught fire.burn a house/building etc down (=destroy it 
with fire) They threatened to burn our house down.PHRASESbe burned to the 

ground (=be completely destroyed by fire) The entire village was burned to the 
ground.be burned to death Anyone inside the truck would have been burned to 
death.be burned at the stake (=be burned in a fire as a punishment) In those days, 

witches were burned at the stake.THESAURUS: burnset fire to sth also set sth 

on fireto make something start burning so that it gets damaged:Protesters set fire to  

cars. | Sparks from the fireplace could have set the rug on fire.scorchto damage the 

surface of something by burning it so that a dark mark is left on it:I accidentally  

scorched my shirt with the iron. | The heater was left on all night and it scorched the 

wall.scaldyourself | tongue | mouth | skinto burn yourself with very hot liquid or  

steam:I scalded myself with boiling water. | The coffee was so hot  

it scalded his tongue.singehair | eyebrows | moustache | beard | fingers | furto  

damage something by burning it slightly so that the ends or edges are 

burned:I singed the hairs on my arm. | The flames were hot enough 

to singe your eyebrows. | The heat was so intense 

it singed her fingers.ignite technicalfuel | oil | petrol | fire | gas | fumes | vapourt

o make something start to burn:When the fuel has been ignited, it forces the piston  

down. | A cigarette ignited some oil on the ground. | The explosion ignited a  

gasoline fire. | The gas is ignited by an electrical spark. | It appears that he lit a  

cigarette which ignited the petrol fumes.  

burn2 /bɜːn $ bɜːrn/ noun  an injury caused by fire, heat, or 

chemicalsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + burnserious/severe/terrible burns The man 
suffered serious burns.minor/superficial burns (=not serious) She is being treated 
for minor burns.a cigarette burn His body was covered in cigarette burns.first-

degree burns/second-degree burns/third-degree burns He has third-degree 

burns and will spend months in hospital. Different levels of burnsFirst-degree  

burns are not serious and the skin is red and a little painful. Second-degree  
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burns are more serious and there are blisters on the skin. Third-degree burns are  

extremely serious and painful, and the skin is badly damaged. VERBShave 

burns He had burns to his legs.suffer/receive burns A 

firefighter suffered serious burns when he tried to rescue two people from a burning 
house.cause burns Some chemicals can cause burns if you spill them on your 

skin.burn + NOUNSa burn mark You can still see the burn mark on my hand.a burns 
unit (=a department that treats people who have burns) The hospital has a 
special burns unit.a burns patient We have 20 beds for burns 

patients.THESAURUS: burnsunburnburns caused by strong sunlight:You should  

wear suntan lotion, to protect against sunburn.scorch marka burn on the surface of  

an object or a piece of clothing:The table has a scorch mark where someone put a hot  

pan on i  

burst verb  THESAURUS > break1 (1) 

bus /bʌs/ noun  a large vehicle that people pay to travel onVERBSgo/travel by 

bus I usually go to work by bus.go on the bus/use the bus (=travel by bus) It’s 
easier to go on the bus than to drive.get/take/catch a bus Can we get a bus from 

here to Reading? | I took a bus to San Francisco.ride a bus AmE It was the first time 
Craig had ridden a bus downtown by himself.get on/off a bus Several more 
passengers got on the bus.wait for a bus We were waiting for the bus for half an 

hour.miss the bus (=be too late to get on it) He woke up late and missed the bus.a 
bus goes/leaves The last bus went ten minutes ago.a bus comes/arrives I waited 
and waited but the bus didn’t come.buses run (=go at regular times) The buses 

run less frequently on a Sunday.ADJECTIVESa bus is full The bus was full, so we had to 
wait for the next one.a bus is late Sometimes the bus is late, and we’re late for 
school.a crowded bus He made his way to the front of the crowded bus.the last 

bus The last bus is at midnight.a regular bus Regular buses run to the airport.a 
double-decker bus (=one with two levels for passengers) London is famous for its 
red double-decker buses.an open-topped bus BrE (=one without a roof, used for 

showing tourists a town) We took a tour on an open-topped bus.NOUNS + busa school 
bus I saw her waiting for the school bus.a shuttle bus (=one that makes regular short 
journeys between two places) There’s a shuttle bus between the hotel and the 

beach.bus + NOUNSa bus ride/journey/trip It’s a 20-minute bus ride into town.a bus 
tour They went on a bus tour around the centre of London.a bus route We live very 
near a main bus route.a bus lane (=a part of the road where only buses are allowed to 

drive) You can be fined for driving in a bus lane.a bus service It’s a small village but 
there is a good bus service.a bus driver The bus driver asked everyone to move down 
the bus.a bus conductor BrE (=someone who collects fares on a bus, but does not 

drive it) The bus conductor gave me my ticket.a bus stop Let’s get off at the next bus 
stop.a bus station Dad met me at the bus station.a bus ticket He checked our bus 

tickets.a bus pass (=a card that allows you to make several bus journeys) Most of the 
students have a monthly bus pass.a bus fare (=the money you pay for a bus 
journey) I didn’t have enough money for my bus fare.a bus timetable BrE a bus 

schedule AmE The bus timetable changes on January 31st.a bus shelter (=a small 
covered area where you wait for a bus) Some kids had vandalized the bus shelter.a 
bus queue BrE (=a line of people waiting for a bus) We were chatting while we stood 
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in the bus queue.PREPOSITIONSby bus The best way to get there is by bus.on a 

bus There were a lot of people on the bus.the bus to/from a place The bus to the 
beach takes 10 minutes. | They were getting off the bus from the airport.the bus for a 

place (=that you use to go there) Is this the bus for the city centre?THESAURUS: 

buscoach BrEa bus with comfortable seats used for long journeys:Taking the coach is  

cheaper than the train.minibusa small bus with seats for six to twelve people:The 

school uses a minibus to take teams to matches.double-deckera bus with two 

levels:London is famous for its big red double-

deckers.tram BrE streetcar AmE trolley/trolley car AmEa vehicle for passengers,  

which travels along metal tracks in the street, and usually gets power from electric  

lines over the vehicle:We waited at the stop for the tram. | San Diego has a well-used 

trolley system.  

business /ˈbɪznəs, ˈbɪznɪs/ noun  1. the activity of making money by producing 

or buying and selling goods, or providing servicesVERBSdo business They are starting 

to do business in China and India.conduct/carry on business formal (=do business) I 
like the way they conduct their business.go into business (=start working in 
business) A lot of university graduates want to go into business.set up/start up in 

business The bank gave me a loan to help me set up in business.stay in 
business (=continue operating) Some stores are finding it hard to stay in business.go 
out of business (=stop doing business because of financial problems) In a recession, 

smaller firms often go out of business.Don’t say make business. Say do 
business.business + NOUNSa business deal She was just about to complete a 
big business deal.a business meeting He was late for an important business 

meeting.a business trip Her father was frequently away on business trips.business 
activities Her family did not know anything about her business activities.business 
interests (=business activities, or shares in companies) Both companies have 

substantial business interests in Indonesia.a business plan Together, they came up 
with a business plan.a business venture (=a new business activity that involves 
taking risks) It is unwise to invest all your money in one business venture.a business 

leader Business leaders have said that barriers to trade should be removed.the 
business community (=people who work in business) There was pressure on the 
government from the business community.the business world/the world of 

business You need to be flexible in today’s highly competitive business world.a 
business contact (=someone you know in connection with your work) Develop a 
network of useful business contacts.business studies (=a course of study about 

business) She did business studies at college.NOUNS + businessthe 
music/entertainment/computer etc business She has been in the music 

business for thirty years.PREPOSITIONSin business By his early twenties he was in 
business as a printer.on business (=in connection with your work) Are you here on 

business?THESAURUS: businesstradethe buying and selling of goods and 

services, especially between countries:Trade between European countries became 

easier after the introduction of the euro. | The two countries signed a trade 

agreement.commercethe buying and selling of goods and services. Commerce is  

more formal than business, and is used when talking about business activities in  
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general:One of the roles of the federal government is to regulate commerce. | London 

became a great centre of commerce. | the local chamber of commerce (=an 

organization which the companies and shops in an area belong to)e-commercethe 

buying and selling of goods and services on the internet:E-commerce is a fast-growing 

part of the US economy.2. an organization that produces or sells goods or provides a 

service for moneyVERBS + businesshave/own a business He had always wanted 

to have his own business.run a business His daughter Susan 
now runs the business.start/set up a business When you’re starting a business, you 
have to work long hours.establish a business She overcame many financial difficulties 

to establish her business.build (up)/develop a business He spent years trying 
to build a business in Antigua.grow a business (=make it larger) We borrowed money 
to help us grow the business.expand a business He has had to expand his business to 

cope with demand.take over a business (=take control of it) When my father retired, 
I took over the business.business + VERBSa business does 
well/thrives/flourishes (=it is successful) The business thrived, and they opened 

two more stores.a business collapses/fails Thirty percent of small businesses fail in 
the first year of operation.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + businessbig business (=big 
companies in general) Big business does so much damage to the environment.a 

small/medium-sized business Hundreds of small businesses have closed.a 
successful/profitable/thriving business Within a few years she had established 
a thriving business in London.a viable business (=one that is likely to be 

successful) It soon became clear that the restaurant was not a viable business.a 
software/publishing/construction/furniture etc business He and his brother run 
a construction business.an import/export business Kingwell had an export 

business in New Zealand.a family business (=owned and controlled by one family) For 
many years the hotel was a family business.business + NOUNSa business 
partner Margie was his wife and also his business partner.a business manager We 

need to take on a business manager.a business customer The company offers special 
services to business customers.3. the amount of work a company 
doesADJECTIVESbusiness is good/brisk People want our products 

and business is good.business is bad/slow During the recession, business was 
very bad.business is down (=not as good as before) Business is down over last 
year.new business What is the best way to get new business for your 

company?business + VERBSbusiness is booming (=is very good and 
increasing) Business is booming for mobile phone companies.business picks 
up (=becomes better) Hopefully, business will pick up soon.VERBS + businessdo 

good/brisk business (=sell a lot) The fish market does brisk business every 
morning.get/win/attract business They have been cutting their prices to win 
business.generate business Karen will focus on generating new business from 

existing clients.drum up business (=try to get more work) She took her product to 
shows and exhibitions to drum up business.compete for business The two companies 
were competing for business.lose business Local shops lost business when the road 

was temporarily closed. 

businessman/businesswoman /ˈbɪznɪsmən/ˈbɪznɪsˌwʊmən/ noun  a man 

or woman who works in businessADJECTIVESa successful 

businessman/businesswoman Her aim was to become a successful 
businesswoman.a wealthy/rich businessman/businesswoman The ship was owned 
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by a wealthy businessman.a good businessman/businesswoman (=good at doing 

business) She had researched the costs, like any good businesswoman.a 
shrewd/astute businessman/businesswoman (=able to understand situations in 

business and make good decisions) Are you a shrewd businessman, quick to see how to 
make a profit?a leading/prominent businessman/businesswoman In many 
cities, prominent businessmen financed city centre improvements.a small 

businessman (=one who owns a small business) Small businessmen have been hit 
hard by the recession. 

busy /ˈbɪzi/ adjective  1. if you are busy, you have a lot to doNOUNSa busy 

person/man/woman He’s a very busy man and he doesn’t have much free time.a 

busy day/week/weekend You look like you’ve had a busy day.a busy time The 
start of term is always a busy time for teachers.a busy life I sometimes wish 
my life wasn’t so busy.a busy schedule The president has a very busy 

schedule.ADVERBStoo busy Many people say they are too busy to do any 
exercise.really/extremely busy I’ve been really busy recently, and haven’t had time 
to write to him.VERBSkeep sb busy I have enough work 

to keep me busy.PREPOSITIONSbusy with sb/sth Mr Haynes is busy with a customer 

at the moment. | I have been very busy with my work.THESAURUS: 

busyhecticday | morning | week | schedule | life | lifestyle | roundused about a  

time when you are very busy:It’s been a very hectic day at the office. | She has taken 

some time out of her hectic schedule to be here with us today. | He retired in 1996,  

hoping for a slightly less hectic life. | The singer has a very hectic lifestyle. | Her life  

was a hectic round of parties (=she had to go to a lot of them). | Things have been 

hectic all day.THESAURUS: busy→ crowded2. full of people or vehicles and a lot 

of activityNOUNSa busy road/street Take care when crossing busy roads.a busy 

intersection/junction The two cars collided at a busy intersection.a busy 
place Hospitals are busy places.a busy city/town London is a huge busy city.a busy 
airport/station/port Chicago is known for its busy port.a shop/store/restaurant is 

busy The stores are always busy just before Christmas.VERBSget busy It was 8 p.m. 

and the restaurant was getting busy.THESAURUS: 

busycrowdedroom | hall | shop | store | street | city | train | bus | boat | stati

on | airport | restaurantfull of people:She looked around the crowded room for her  

friend. | He pushed his way through the narrow crowded streets. | We met in  

a crowded sushi restaurant. | The town is always crowded with visitors in  

summer.congestedroad | street | city | areafull of traffic, so that cars can only  

move slowly:The congested roads and lack of parking spaces are putting off  

visitors. | Cars move through the congested streets of London no faster than horse-

drawn carriages did a century ago. | Travel speed in Beijing, possibly China’s  

most congested city, averages about 10 kilometers per hour. | The area is heavily  

congested (=badly congested). The time when the trains and roads are busy with  
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people travelling to work is called the rush hour: The trains are really crowded in the  

rush hour.  

but /bət strongbʌt/ conjunction  used to connect two statements or phrases 

when the second one adds something different or seems surprising after the first 
one: It’s an old car, but it’s very reliable. They rushed to the hospital, but they were too 
late. We’ve invited the boss, but she may decide not to come. an expensive but 

extremely useful book “Has he got any experience?” “No, but he’s keen to 

learn”’THESAURUS: butalthoughused when contrasting one clause with another  

in the same sentence:Although you are in the middle of the city, you feel as if you are 

in the countryside. | The windmill is still in good working order, although it has not  

been used since the 1950s. | I enjoyed German although I wasn’t very good at  

it. | Although lack of sleep causes some problems, it has a relatively small effect on  

performance at work.howeverused when saying something that seems different or  

surprising after your previous statement:Jack and his family managed to escape before 

the soldiers arrived. Other families in the village, however, were less lucky. | Their  

economy was incredibly successful in the 1980s. Since then, however, there has been 

a big rise in unemployment. | The town is a long way from the nearest big city.  

However, there is a good bus service. | He began his academic career as a  

mathematician. However, his main achievements were in the field of nuclear  

physics. However is usually used in the middle of a sentence, separated from the  

rest of the sentence by commas. It can also come at the  

beginning. nevertheless/nonethelessused when saying something that seems 

different or surprising after your previous statement:A series of studies 20 years ago 

suggested that there was a link between watching violent films and violent behaviour.  

Nevertheless, the results remain highly controversial. | It was certainly a terrible  

accident. Nevertheless, air travel is still the safest form of transport. | The weather  

turned bad early in the day, but the festival was a great success nonetheless. | It was  

very hard digging in the dry ground, but the work was satisfying  

nevertheless. Nevertheless and nonetheless are used at the beginning or the end  

of a sentence. whereas/whileused when making comparisons and saying that  

something is true of one person, thing, or situation, but it is different for another:Taxes  

make up 62% of the price of a litre of petrol in France, whereas in Britain, the tax is  

75%. | Some people visit their doctor once every few weeks, while others may not visit  

a doctor for several years. | Whereas in most of the world they drive on the right, in  

the UK and Japan they drive on the left. Whereas and while are used when  

contrasting one clause with another in the same sentence. by contrast formalused 
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when making comparisons and saying that a person, thing, or situation is very different  

from the one you have just mentioned:The surface temperature on Venus is higher  

than the boiling point of water. Mars, by contrast, is very cold. | A report by the FBI  

shows that 26% of female murder victims in 1995 were killed by their husbands or  

boyfriends. By contrast, only 3% of male victims were killed by their wives or  

girlfriends. By contrast is used when referring back to the previous sentence.  

butter /ˈbʌtə $ -ər/ noun  a solid yellow food made from milk or cream that you 

spread on bread or use in cookingVERBSspread butter on sth Lee was spreading 
butter on his toast.spread sth with butter She spread the roll with 

butter.ADJECTIVESrancid butter (=old butter that smells unpleasant) The butter was 
so rancid that she couldn’t eat it.salted/unsalted butter (=with or without salt in 
it) Unsalted butter is better for baking. | Most butter is slightly salted.butter + NOUNSa 

butter dish (=a container with a lid for keeping butter in)a butter knife (=a knife 
with a round end for spreading butter)PHRASESbread and butter Do you want 
some bread and butter?a pat of butter (=a small flat piece) Breakfast was a small roll 

and a pat of butter.a knob of butter (=a small lump) Add a knob of butter to the meat 
juices in the pan. 

button /ˈbʌtn/ noun  1. a small round flat object on your shirt, coat etc that you 

pass through a hole to fasten itADJECTIVES/NOUNS + buttona shirt/skirt/coat etc 
button I’m not very good at fastening shirt buttons.the top/bottom button He was 
wearing a white shirt with the top button undone.brass/silver/gold/pearl 

buttons The coat had beautiful brass buttons.VERBSfasten/do up a button He 
quickly did up the buttons on his shirt. | Small children can’t fasten their 
own buttons.unfasten/undo a button I can’t undo the buttons on the back of this 

dress. | Can you unfasten this button for me?a button is missing Two of 
the buttons on the jacket were missing.a button comes off sth A button has come 
off my skirt.sth has lost a button His favourite shirt had lost a button.sew on a 

button It only takes a minute to sew on a button.PREPOSITIONSthe buttons of/on 
sth He undid the buttons of his shirt.2. a small part of a machine that you press to 
make it do somethingVERBSpress/push a button He pressed a button and the doors 

slid open.hit a button (=quickly press a button) He hit the alarm button by the 
door.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + buttonthe on/off button When one of her songs comes on 
the radio, I reach for the off button.the record/play/pause button Can you press the 

pause button?a panic/alarm button (=one that you can press if you need help 
quickly, for example from the police)PREPOSITIONSthe button on sth I could see him 
pressing the buttons on his phone.PHRASESat the touch/push of a button (=just by 

pressing a button) You can access any information at the touch of a button.have your 
finger on the button (=be ready to press a button) I had my finger on the off button, 
in case something went wrong. 

buy /baɪ/ verb  to get something by paying money for itADVERBSbuy sth 

cheaply Houses can be bought cheaply in the area.buy sth direct They buy the 
carpets direct from the manufacturer.buy sth in bulk (=in large quantities) It’s usually 

cheaper to buy in bulk.buy sth online/on the internet More and more people 

are buying their groceries online.THESAURUS: buypurchase formalto buy 
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something – used especially in official contexts:Tickets can be purchased from the 

Tourist Information Centre. | A small fee is charged when the shares are 

purchased.acquire formalto become the owner of something large or expensive such  

as property, a company, or a valuable object:In 2012 the business was acquired by a  

Chinese company. | The Getty Museum acquired the painting for $30 

million.get especially spokento buy something, especially ordinary things such as food,  

clothes, or things for your house:Did you remember to get some bread? | I've got you 

a present. | Do you want me to get you any shopping? | I never know what  

to get Dad for his birthday.snap sth up informalto buy something immediately,  

especially because it is very cheap, or because you want it very much and you are 

worried that someone else might buy it first:I was hoping to snap up a bargain. | Real  

estate in the area is being snapped up by developers.  

 

Letter C 

cab /kæb/ noun  a taxiVERBStake/get/catch a cab Why don’t we take a cab to 

the airport?call/order a cab also phone for a cab BrE (=telephone for one to 

come) Here’s the phone number if you want to call a cab. | There’s no need to give me 
a lift. I’ll phone for a cab.get into/in a cab I just saw Fiona getting into a cab.get out 
of a cab He got out of the cab and walked up to the hotel entrance.hail a 

cab written (=wave to make a cab stop for you) Martin put his hand out and hailed a 
cab.Don’t say get on a cab. Say get into a cab or get in a cab.cab + NOUNSa cab 
ride It’s only a short cab ride to Georgetown.a cab driver The cab driver didn’t speak 

any English.a cab fare (=the money you pay to travel in a cab) My dad gave me the 
money for my cab fare. 

cabinet /ˈkæbənət, ˈkæbɪnət/ noun  the group of politicians with important 

positions in a governmentcabinet + NOUNSa cabinet meeting The prime minister 
called an emergency cabinet meeting.a cabinet member also a member of the 
cabinet Two senior cabinet members have resigned.a cabinet minister Cabinet 

ministers voted against the proposal.a cabinet reshuffle (=when changes are made to 
a cabinet) He may lose his job in the next cabinet reshuffle.a cabinet post (=a job in a 
cabinet) She accepted a cabinet post with the new Conservative government.VERBSthe 

cabinet meets The cabinet will meet again on April 30th.appoint a cabinet The prime 
minister appoints the cabinet.form a cabinet Ministers remain in office until a 
new cabinet is formed.join/enter the cabinet Lee was considered a likely candidate 

to join the cabinet.leave/resign from the cabinet She resigned from the cabinet 
because she did not support the war.be approved by the cabinet The measures were 
formally approved by the cabinet on Friday.ADJECTIVESthe shadow cabinet BrE (=the 

most important members of the main opposition party) He joined the shadow 
cabinet as transport spokesman.the inner cabinet (=only the most important 
members) He was a member of Howard’s inner cabinet.the full cabinet BrE (=all the 

members) There was a meeting of the full cabinet. 
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cable /ˈkeɪbəl/ noun  a plastic or rubber tube containing wires that carry 

electricity or electrical signalsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + cablean 
electric/electricity/power cable Be careful you don’t cut through an electric cable.a 
telephone cable Telephone cables were damaged in the storm.an overhead 

cable (=attached to high posts) Overhead cables can be dangerous for birds.an 
underground cable Repairing faults takes much longer with underground cables.an 
undersea/submarine cable The electricity will be transmitted by undersea 

cables.VERBSa cable connects sth to sth They want to lay a cable connecting the 
island to the mainland.a cable carries signals/information etc These are 
the cables that carry TV signals to 60 percent of American households.lay a 

cable (=put one in the ground or under the sea) In 1866, the first 
permanent cable was laid under the Atlantic Ocean.run a cable somewhere (=put 
one in position somewhere) Try to run the cable beneath the floor if possible. 

cage /keɪdʒ/ noun [C]  a structure made of wires or bars in which birds or 

animals can be keptVERBSkeep sth in a cage I don’t think people 
should keep animals in cages.put sth in a cage She put the mice in a cage and gave 

them some food and water.let sth out of a cage We decided that it was safe to let the 
bird out of its cage.clean out a cage The cage must be cleaned out at least once a 
week.NOUNS + cagea bird cage He opened the door of the bird cage.cage + NOUNSa 

cage door Someone had left the cage door open and the canary had got out. 

cake /keɪk/ noun  a sweet food made by baking a mixture of flour, butter, sugar, 

and eggsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + cakea birthday/Christmas/wedding cake Lucy had 

twelve candles on her birthday cake.a home-made cake There was a stall selling 
delicious home-made cakes.a chocolate/lemon/coffee etc cake His favourite food 
is chocolate cake.a fruit cake (=one with dried fruit in it) Fruit cakes keep for quite a 

long time.a sponge cake (=one made from flour, butter, sugar, and eggs) It’s best to 
eat sponge cakes on the day you make them.a fairy cake BrE (=a small sponge 
cake)a cream cake (=one with thick cream inside it) I’ll get fat if I eat any 

more cream cakes.VERBSmake/bake a cake I’ve made a chocolate cake.decorate a 
cake We decorated the cake with sugar flowers.ice a cake BrE frost a 
cake AmE (=cover a cake with fine sugar mixed with a liquid) She iced her own 

wedding cake.cut the cake He took a photo of the bride and groom cutting the 
cake.cake + NOUNScake crumbs (=little pieces of cake) She brushed some cake 
crumbs off her dress.a cake recipe This is the best ginger cake recipe I know.a cake 

tin BrE a cake pan AmE (=that you bake a cake in) Use a 20 cm cake tin.a cake 
shop There’s a very good cake shop in the market.cake mix (=a mixture that you buy 
in a packet and use for making a cake) If I’m feeling lazy, I sometimes use a cake 

mix.Don’t say cook a cake. Say make a cake or bake a cake.PHRASESa piece/slice of 
cake Would you like a slice of cake? 

calculate /ˈkælkjəleɪt, ˈkælkjʊleɪt/ verb  to find out how much something will 

cost, the amount of time, the distance, or size of something etcADVERBScalculate sth 
exactly/precisely/accurately The computer calculates exactly how much fuel the car 
has used.carefully calculate We carefully calculated how much food we would need 

for twelve days.correctly calculate She correctly calculated the total cost to be 
£53.50.you can easily calculate sth You can easily calculate the number of calories 
in a meal using this guide.PHRASEScalculate sth to within a millimetre/an inch 

etc (=used to talk about how accurately something is calculated) Satellite tracking 
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devices can calculate your position to within a few metres.calculate sth to the 

nearest centimetre/second etc (=used when something is calculated approximately, 
using the nearest whole amount) Calculate the amount of money to the nearest 

dollar.calculate sth with great accuracy/great precision This method allows us to 

calculate the age of rocks with great accuracy.THESAURUS: calculatework 

outto calculate something. Work out is less formal than calculate, and is more 

common in everyday English:You need to work out how much you will need to  

borrow.figure out also figure AmE informalto calculate an amount:We still  

haven’t figured out how much it’s all going to cost. | There must be a better way of  

figuring welfare  

payments.assessimpact | effect | extent | performance | progress | effectivene

ss | needs | damage | risk | valueto decide how great the effect of something is,  

how good or bad something is, what the value or cost of something is etc:We need to  

have a better way of assessing students’ performance. | They are still assessing the 

damage. | The value of the paintings was assessed at $20 

million.quantify formaleffect | impact | amount | cost | benefit | problemto say 

how big or serious something is, how effective something is, or how much something  

will cost:We are making progress in quantifying the effects of government policies. | It  

is the most reliable method for quantifying the amount of calcium in the blood. | I think  

it’s difficult to quantify the cost at the moment, for a variety of reasons. | How do you 

quantify the benefits of the treatment? | It is only now that Ministers are beginning to  

quantify the problem.countto find out the total number of things or people in a group 

by looking at each one and adding them all together:The teacher counted the children  

as they got on the bus.total also total upto add a number of things together to get a  

final number:Once the scores have been totaled, we will announce the winner. | Okay,  

now let’s total up who had the most points.estimateto guess an amount, price, or  

number as exactly as you can, based on the knowledge you have:The police  

department estimates that the number of violent crimes will decrease by 2%.put a  

figure on sthto say what you think the exact total amount or value of something is,  

especially when it is a lot:It’s hard to put a figure on it, but the final cost is likely to be 

over £225 million. | The company has refused to put a figure on its losses.projectto  

calculate what an amount will be in the future, using the information you have 

now:The company projects sales of $4 million this year.DIFFERENT WAYS OF  

CALCULATINGaddto put two or more numbers together to find the total:If you add 7  

and 5, you get 12.subtract/take awayto reduce one number by another  

number. Take sth away sounds more informal than subtract:If you subtract 12 from 

15, you get 3.multiplyto add a number to itself a particular number of times:4 

multiplied by 10 is 40.divideto calculate how many times one number contains  

another number:10 divided by 2 equals 5.  
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calculation /ˌkælkjəˈleɪʃən, ˌkælkjʊˈleɪʃən/ noun  the action of adding, 

multiplying etc numbers in order to get an answerADJECTIVESa simple calculation A 
simple calculation will show that these figures are incorrect.a rough calculation (=not 
very detailed or exact) I made a few rough calculations of how much it would cost.a 

quick/rapid calculation He did a rapid calculation.a detailed calculation Your 
report must be supported by detailed calculations.complex calculations Computers 
can be used to handle complex calculations.mathematical/numerical/statistical 

calculations She was studying a page of mathematical calculations.a mental 
calculation (=one that you do without writing the figures down) I am not much good 
at mental calculations.sb’s calculations are right/correct/accurate Fortunately his 

calculations were accurate.sb’s calculations are wrong/inaccurate Some of our 
calculations were wrong.VERBSdo/make a calculation also perform a 
calculation formal Computers can perform calculations very quickly. | The children 

should be able to do that calculation in their heads.PREPOSITIONSby/according to 
sb’s calculations By my calculations, we need to raise about £10,000 

calculator /ˈkælkjəleɪtə, ˈkælkjʊleɪtə $ -ər/ noun  a small electronic machine that 

can add, multiply etcVERBSuse a calculator The children are taught to use 
calculators from a young age.work sth out on a calculator Work it out on a 
calculator if you can’t do it in your head.add sth up on a calculator I added the 

cost up on a calculator.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + calculatora pocket calculator (=a small 
one you can carry easily) I took out my pocket calculator and added up the figures.an 
electronic calculator Students may use electronic calculators in the exam 

call1 /kɔːl $ kɒːl/ verb  1. to say or shout somethingADVERBScall 

softly (=quietly) He called softly into the darkness.call loudly She called 
loudly enough for everyone at the bar to hear.call sb over (=call someone to come to 

you) He called the waitress over and ordered a cup of coffee.call sb back (=call 
someone to come back) I was just about to leave when he called me back.call out (=to 
shout something or say it aloud, rather than saying it quietly or in your head) He 

kept calling out in his sleep.NOUNScall sb’s name I called her name but she didn’t 
hear me.call sb’s number When they call your number, go to the desk.call a 
greeting Everyone clustered around them, calling greetings.call the 

register BrE (=say the names of students in a class, to check who is there) At the 
beginning of each day, the teacher calls the register.PREPOSITIONScall to sb In the 
distance, someone was calling to her.call for sb/sth Your mother’s been calling 

for you – didn’t you hear her? | He called for help, but no-one heard him.call sb into 
your office/study/room etc The head teacher called me into her office.2. to use a 
telephone to contact someone or somethingNOUNScall sb’s 

number I called your number, but there was no reply.call (sb) a cab also call (sb) a 
taxi BrE Would you like me to call you a cab?call (for) a doctor/ambulance There 
was no time to call a doctor. | If this happens again, call an ambulance.call (for) the 

police Get off my land or I’ll call the police!call (for) the fire service also call (for) 
the fire brigade BrE We called the fire brigade to make sure the fire was 
out.ADVERBScall back (=call again) Sam’s not here at the moment – can you call 

back later?call around (=call different places) I called around to see if anyone knew 
where Tom was.call (sb) collect AmE (=the person receiving the call pays for it) He 

was calling collect from a pay phone. In British English, you say reverse the  
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charges. PHRASEScall sb on the phone He called me on the phone and said “You’ve 

got the job!”call in sick (=phone your place of work to tell them you are sick) Anna’s 
not here – she called in sick this morning.wait for sb to call She sat by the 

phone waiting for Dan to call.3. to ask for something to happen GrammarIn this  

meaning, call is always used in the phrases call for sth or call on sb to do  

sth. call + NOUNScall for an end to/a return to sth Demonstrators have called for 

an end to the fighting. | The prime minister called for a return to traditional values.call 

for sb’s resignation Opposition parties called for the president’s resignation.call for 
action/reform/a change The European Parliament has called for action on age 
discrimination. | The Church has called for reform of the law. | Scientists are calling for 

a change in the law.call for a ban/boycott (=for something to not be allowed or 
done) French farmers have called for a ban on imports. | In 1980 he called for a 
boycott of the Olympic Games.call for an inquiry/investigation Relatives called for 

an inquiry into the causes of the plane crash.call for the abolition/removal/lifting 
of sth (=for something such as a law or ban to be ended) Human rights groups 
have called for the abolition of the death penalty.call for the 

creation/establishment of sth The report called for the establishment of an 
‘ecological police force’.call for calm/unity/cooperation The government is calling 
for calm..call for a ceasefire (=for an end to a war) The United Nations called for an 

immediate ceasefire.PREPOSITIONScall for sth The party leader called for unity.call on 
sb to do sth He called on the prime minister to resign. 

call2 /kɔːl $ kɒːl/ noun  an occasion when you speak to someone on the 

telephoneADJECTIVES/NOUNS + calla phone/telephone call I had a phone call from 
Barbara in Australia.a quick call This is just a quick call to make sure you’re OK.a 
local call Local calls are free at weekends.a long-distance call I’d like to make a 

long-distance call.an international call International calls are getting much cheaper 
these days.a collect call AmE (=one paid for by the person who receives it) Can I 
make a collect call to Florida, please?incoming/outgoing calls (=coming into or going 

out of a place) You have to dial 9 first to make an outgoing call.an emergency 
call (=to the police, fire service, or ambulance service) The police normally respond 
immediately to an emergency call.a hoax call (=one intended to trick someone) They 

received a hoax call warning of a bomb in the building.an anonymous call (=in which 
the caller does not give their name) The £10,000 demand was made in an anonymous 
call to his home.a crank call AmE (=made by someone you do not know, as a joke or 

to annoy you) The heavy breathing sounded like a crank call.nuisance 
calls (=annoying calls that you do not want) When you work from home, you get a lot 
of nuisance calls.VERBSgive sb a call (=phone someone) I’ll give him a call later 

today.make a call He made three calls, the first of which was to Lily. | I just need 
to make a phone call.get/receive/have a call At 11 in the evening we got a call from 
the police.there is/was a call There was a call for you while you were out.answer a 

call We’re sorry that we cannot answer your call right now.take a call (=answer 
one) Monica took the call upstairs.return sb’s call (=call someone after they have 
tried to call you) I left a message for her but she didn’t return my call.expect a 

call She’s expecting a phone call from Matt.transfer a call (=connect one to another 
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person’s phone) The call was transferred to his secretary.put through a 

call (=transfer or make one) She asked the switchboard to put the call through. 

calm1 /kɑːm $ kɑːm, kɑːlm/ adjective  1. relaxed and quiet, not angry, nervous, 

or upsetVERBSremain/stay/keep calm I tried to stay calm and ignore their 

comments.feel calm He felt calm and in control.look/seem calm She 
always looks so calm.NOUNSa calm person My dad’s a very calm person.a calm 
voice She spoke in a calm voice to reassure the child.a calm manner Karen answered 

in her usual calm manner.calm confidence/assurance/authority He spoke with 
the calm confidence of a priest.calm determination Her worry was replaced by calm 
determination.calm discussion We need calm discussion to solve these 

problems.ADVERBSperfectly calm (=completely calm) James felt perfectly calm as he 
walked into the room.remarkably calm Ella had seen the accident but she 
seemed remarkably calm about it.reassuringly calm (=in a way that makes you feel 

less worried) Adam’s voice was reassuringly calm.outwardly calm (=looking calm 
although you do not feel calm) He was outwardly calm but could feel the anger building 
inside him.PHRASESbeneath sb’s calm exterior (=used when someone seems calm 

but is not really calm) Beneath the calm exterior is a very troubled 

man.THESAURUS: calm→ quiet (3)2. not affected by strong windNOUNScalm 

water/sea The sun was shining on the calm water of the lake.calm 
weather/conditions Putting out a fire is easier in calm weather.a calm day It was 
a calm and sunny day.ADVERBSperfectly calm (=completely calm) The sea 

was perfectly calm 

calm2 /kɑːm $ kɑːm, kɑːlm/ noun  1. a situation in which people are not angry, 

upset, or excited and everything is quietADJECTIVESan uneasy calm (=which could 

end at any moment) An uneasy calm settled over the country as the peace talks 
continued.relative/comparative calm The relative calm is slowly attracting more 
tourists back to the area.apparent calm (=a situation in which a person or place 

seems to be calm) Despite the apparent calm, there are still fears of another 
attack.VERBS + calmmaintain calm Police were brought in to maintain calm on the 
streets.restore calm (=bring back calm) The government is struggling to restore 

calm after several days of violent protests.keep your calm (=not become angry or 
upset) She kept her calm and said, “We had better call for a doctor.”bring calm It is 
hoped that the peace talks will bring calm to the region.call/appeal for calm The 

president appealed for calm following a series of bombings.break/shatter the 
calm (=end it) The calm was suddenly shattered by a loud explosion.calm + 

VERBScalm descends on sth formal (=a place becomes calm) The crowds went home 

and calm descended on the streets.calm returns Calm returned after a week of 
violence and rioting.PHRASESan appeal for calm Political leaders made an appeal for 
calm.a period of calm The city is enjoying a brief period of calm after days of 

fighting.an oasis of calm (=a calm place that is very different from everything around 
it) The park provides an oasis of calm in the centre of the city.2. the feeling you have 
when you are very relaxed and not worried about anythingADJECTIVESdeep calm He 

closed his eyes and felt a sense of deep calm.inner calm She turned to religion in 
search of some kind of inner calm.PHRASESa feeling/sense/state of calm These 

breathing exercises can create a sense of calm and well-being.a moment of calm He 
had the chance to sit down and enjoy a rare moment of calm. 
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calorie /ˈkæləri/ noun  a unit for measuring the amount of energy that food will 

produceADJECTIVESlow-calorie She’s on a low-calorie diet at the moment.high-
calorie You mustn’t eat too many high-calorie foods.sb’s daily calories Americans get 
22% of their daily calories from snacks.extra/excess calories Exercise burns up extra 

calories.empty calories (=that do not contain anything good for your body) Sugary 
drinks are full of empty calories.VERBShave/contain calories These 
yoghurts have approximately 90 calories per pot.count calories (=control your weight 

by eating fewer calories) Women tend to count calories more than men.burn/burn 
up/burn off calories (=use up the calories you have eaten) Even gentle walking will 
help you to burn up calories.eat calories also consume calories formal The best way 

to lose weight is to eat fewer calories.calorie + NOUNScalorie intake (=the amount of 
calories someone eats) There are several ways you can reduce your calorie 
intake.calorie content The calorie content of the food is listed on the 

package.PHRASESbe high/low in calories (=contain a lot of calories/a few 
calories) Peanuts are very high in calories.a calorie-controlled diet I went on a 
sensible calorie-controlled diet to try to lose weight. 

camera /ˈkæmərə/ noun [C]  a piece of equipment used to take photographs or 

make films or television programmesADJECTIVES/NOUNS + cameraa digital camera I 
uploaded the pictures from my digital camera.a good/expensive camera You don’t 

need an expensive camera to take good photos.a hidden/secret camera He was 
filmed on a secret camera accepting bribes.a security/surveillance camera (=one 
that films or photographs people in public places) Security cameras have been installed 

in the store to prevent theft.a television/film/movie camera He never felt 
comfortable in front of television cameras. | Karl trained the movie camera on him.a 
video camera (=one that records moving pictures) They hired a video camera to use 

at their wedding.a compact camera (=a small camera) There are some very 
good compact cameras around.an underwater camera The fish were filmed using a 
special underwater camera.a thermal/infrared camera (=one for producing images 

in the dark) Rescuers used a thermal camera to help find the victims.an SLR 
camera (=a camera that allows you to look directly through the lens when taking 
photographs) If you are serious about photography, you should get a good SLR 

camera.VERBS + camerapose for the camera (=sit or stand in a position in order to be 
photographed) Come on everyone, pose for the camera!be caught on camera (=be 

photographed or filmed, especially doing something wrong) The boys were caught on 
camera leaving the store.set up a camera (=make it ready to use) The team set up 
their cameras some distance from the animals.camera + VERBSa camera 

films/records sth There were two cameras filming the action.a camera 
catches/captures sth (=films or photographs a particular event or scene) A car park 
security camera captured the attack.a camera zooms in/out (=moves closer to or 

further away from the subject) The camera zoomed in for a close-up of his 
face.cameras roll (=start filming) Whenever the cameras were rolling, she started to 
sing.a camera focuses on sth The camera focused on one man in the audience.a 

camera lingers on sth (=focuses on it for a long time) The cameras always linger 
on the winners’ reactions.camera + NOUNSa camera crew (=the people who operate 
the cameras for a film or programme) The camera crew were ready to start 

filming.camera equipment He has all the latest camera equipment.a camera lens A 
good camera lens can cost hundreds of dollars.the camera angle (=the position of the 
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camera in relation to what is being filmed or photographed) Because of the camera 

angle, her nose looks really big.a camera case (=for carrying a camera in) A camera 
case is essential for protecting your camera.a camera phone (=a phone that is also a 

camera) A lot of people use camera phones instead of cameras these 
days.PREPOSITIONSon camera I can never catch him laughing on camera.off 
camera He continued to speak in the character’s accent off camera.in front of the 

camera She’s very natural in front of the cameras. 

camp /kæmp/ noun  1. a place where people stay in tents or 

sheltersADJECTIVES/NOUNS + campan army/military camp The soldiers were from 
the army camp on the other side of town.base camp (=the main camp for people 

climbing a mountain) The expedition’s base camp was 6,000 feet below the summit.a 
training camp They found a terrorist training camp in the hills.a temporary camp We 
set up a temporary camp in the forest.a makeshift camp (=made from whatever is 

available rather than with proper tents or equipment) The families are living 
in makeshift camps with no water or electricity.a refugee camp (=for people who have 
escaped from a country because of war or a natural disaster) Hundreds of people have 

fled their homes and are now living in refugee camps.a holiday camp BrE (=a place 
with organized activities where people go for their holidays) He works as an entertainer 

at a holiday camp.a scout/guide camp (=for members of a boys’ group called the 
Scouts or a girls’ group called the Guides) I met Mary at a guide camp last year.a 
sports/activity camp (=where people go to play sports or do physical 

activities) Every summer, the kids go to an activity camp.a squatter camp (=where 
people live without permission) He lives in a squatter camp in a poor area of 
Nairobi.VERBSset up/make/pitch camp (=put up your tents) It was dark by the time 

we pitched camp. | We made camp in a clearing in the woods. | The soldiers set up 
camp outside the city.break camp (=take down your tents ready to move to a new 
place) Early the next morning we broke camp.PREPOSITIONSat a camp The men were 

trained at a camp in the desert. Campfire, campsite, and campground are usually  

written as one word. 2. a prison, especially one run by soldiers during a warNOUNS 

+ campa prison camp Life in the prison camp was unbearable.a 
detention/internment camp (=a prison camp) They held him in a detention camp for 
three months.a prisoner of war camp (=where soldiers captured in war are held) My 

grandad spent a year in a prisoner of war camp.a concentration camp (=where a lot 
of people who are not soldiers are kept and treated cruelly) Anne Frank died in a 
German concentration camp in 1945.a death camp (=a concentration camp where 

many people are killed) The pictures brought back memories of the Nazi death camps.a 
labour camp BrE a labor camp AmE (=for prisoners who are forced to do work) He 
was sentenced to 7 years in a labour camp.camp + NOUNSa camp guard Suddenly 

there was a lot of firing by the camp guards.the camp commandant (=the officer in 
charge) The camp commandant ordered his men to search the prison 
accommodation.camp inmates (=prisoners) Camp inmates had their heads 

shaved.PREPOSITIONSin a camp She died in a concentration camp.at a camp They 
were being held at a camp near the border 

campaign /kæmˈpeɪn/ noun [C]  a series of organized actions intended to 

achieve a particular result or persuade people about somethingADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ campaignan advertising/marketing/sales campaign The store ran a 
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television advertising campaign just before Christmas.a publicity campaign (=to tell 

the public about something) The interview was the start of a publicity campaign for his 
new book.a political campaign She was involved in many political campaigns.an 

election campaign He was a candidate in the 2008 election campaign.a presidential 
campaign In his presidential campaign speeches he promised that he would not raise 
taxes.an anti-smoking/anti-bullying etc campaign How effective has the anti-

smoking campaign been?a fund-raising campaign (=to get money for 
something) The church is launching a £50,000 fund-raising campaign for the renovation 
work.a media/press campaign The government spent thousands of pounds on a 

media campaign.a national/nationwide campaign The walk was part of a national 
campaign to raise £900,000.a worldwide/global/international campaign a 
worldwide campaign for peacea long campaign Her father fought a long campaign for 

an investigation to be held.an effective/successful campaign The Conservatives 
failed to mount an effective campaign.a deliberate/concerted campaign (=done by 
people in a determined way) There was a concerted campaign to attract more women 

into the armed forces.a determined campaign His wife waged a determined 
campaign for his release.a smear campaign (=in which unpleasant or untrue stories 
are spread about an important person) He claims he was the victim of a smear 

campaign.a strong campaign (=forceful and effective) The car was the subject of a 
strong advertising campaign.a vicious campaign (=very unpleasant and designed to 
attack someone) The state had conducted a vicious campaign of misinformation and 

propaganda.an orchestrated campaign disapproving (=organized secretly to make 
political events happen in the way you want) This resulted in an orchestrated 
campaign of civil disorder.a sustained campaign (=lasting a long time) The 

organization has mounted a sustained campaign against the killing of endangered 
species.VERBSlaunch/mount a campaign (=begin a campaign) They have launched a 
campaign to end world poverty.organize/wage a campaign also conduct a 

campaign formal William Wilberforce waged a successful campaign to end slavery.run 
a campaign (=organize a campaign, especially in politics or advertising) The 
Republicans ran a successful campaign.lead a campaign The government is leading a 

‘walk to school’ campaign.spearhead a campaign (=lead a campaign that involves a 
lot of people, organizations etc) The campaign was spearheaded by the Students’ 
Union.Don’t say make a campaign. Say organize a campaign.campaign + 

NOUNScampaign funds/money He was found guilty of using campaign 
funds illegally.a campaign manager She’s a campaign manager for Amnesty 
International.the campaign trail (=the places someone visits as part of their election 

campaign) Iowa was the first stop on the presidential campaign trail. 

campaigner /kæmˈpeɪnə/ noun  someone who tries to persuade governments 

and other public organizations to change what they are doing in order to achieve a 

particular aimADJECTIVES/NOUNS + campaignera leading/prominent 
campaigner (=an important one) He was a leading campaigner against the war.a 
great campaigner She’s a great campaigner, combining exceptional energy with a real 

knowledge of the issues.a lifelong campaigner (=all his or her life) Anderson was 
a lifelong campaigner for African development.a veteran campaigner (=who has had 
a lot of experience of campaigning) Helen Suzman, a veteran campaigner for human 

rights in South Africa, has died at the age of 91.a tireless campaigner (=one who 
tries very hard for a long time) He was a tireless campaigner for peace.a civil 
rights/human rights/animal rights campaigner Civil rights campaigners were put 
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in jail.a peace campaigner Peace campaigners organized protest marches.a 

green/environmental campaigner Environmental campaigners are trying to stop 
farmers from growing GM crops.an anti-nuclear/anti-drugs etc campaigner Anti-

nuclear campaigners say there is a risk of another nuclear accident.PREPOSITIONSa 
campaigner for sth Shelley was well known as a campaigner for women’s rights.a 
campaigner against sth He has been an active campaigner against the death penalty. 

campus /ˈkæmpəs/ noun  the land and buildings of a university or college, 

including the buildings where students liveNOUNS + campusa university/college 
campus The swimming pool is located on the college campus.campus + NOUNScampus 
life She was looking forward to experiencing campus life.the campus 

buildings The campus buildings are very modern.PREPOSITIONSon campus Most 
students live on campus.off campus We moved off campus in the second year of our 
course. 

can /kən strongkæn/ modal verb negative short form can’t  to be able to do 

something or to know how to do something: Gabriella can speak French fluently. You 
can swim, can’t you? I’m afraid Mr Harding can’t see you now – he’s busy. Even a small 

personal computer can store vast amounts of information. The police are doing all they 

can to find her.THESAURUS: canbe able to do sthused when saying that  

someone can do something:Will you be able to carry those bags on your own? | I was  

able to find out some more information about the course. | If you want to join the 

expedition, you must be able to speak Spanish. | The young birds are now able to  

fly. | I was able to get a good job (=I got one). Can or be able to?Be able to is  

used to form the future and past tenses of can, and is also the infinitive form  

of can.Be able to and can are sometimes used in slightly different ways. Compare  

these sentences:I can hear someone coming. You use can when talking about  

everyday things you can see, hear etc. You would not use 'be able to' in this  

sentence.He is able to walk without a stick You often use be able to when something  

seems difficult, or when someone was previously unable to do something. Can is also  

possible here - you use be able to because you are emphasizing that something is  

difficult to do.I called three times, and finally I was able to speak to the manager. You  

use be able to when saying that you succeeded in doing something after a lot of  

effort. You would not use 'can' in this sentence. be capable of sthto have the ability,  

energy, or qualities needed to do something, especially something very difficult or  

unusual – use this about people or machines:She’s perfectly capable (=completely  

capable) of dealing with the situation. | The car is capable of a top speed of 200 miles  

per hour. | No one thought he was capable of murder.have the ability to do sthto be 

able to do something, especially something that is unusual or that most people cannot  
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do:She seemed to have the ability to make people do anything she wanted. | I believe 

the team definitely has the ability to win the championship.be in a position to do 

sthto be able to do something because you have enough knowledge, power, money, or  

equipment to do it:We will have to run more tests before we are in a position to  

say whether the document is authentic or not. | They expect be in a position to begin  

construction within two years.manage to do sthto succeed in doing something  

difficult, especially after trying very hard:He finally managed to find an apartment near  

his office. | At least three of the hostages managed to escape.TO BE UNABLE TO DO 

STHcan’t/cannot do sthto be unable to do something because you do not have the 

ability, opportunity, time, or equipment that you need. Couldn’t/could not is used as  

the past form:Louise can’t see anything without her glasses. | He couldn’t remember  

where he had left the car. | “Will you help me move this?” “I’m sorry, I can’t – my 

back’s still giving me trouble.” | I couldn’t have done it without your help. | I could  

never have climbed that ridge – I’m too out of shape. | Scientists still cannot explain  

exactly how the virus reproduces. | Sarah could not understand why anyone would  

want to hurt her.not be able to do sthused when talking about inability in the past or  

the future, when you need to use an infinitive form of can, and also in more formal  

English:Unfortunately, I wasn’t able to help them. | I don’t think I’ll be able to come to 

the meeting after all. | The doctor told Tina she wouldn’t be able to have 

children. | I’ve looked all over the house but I haven’t been able to find my keys  

anywhere.be unable to do sthto not be able to do something, especially something  

important that you want to do or need to do - used especially in written English:He was  

unable to sleep and lay awake all night. | Many passengers were unable to reach the 

lifeboats in time.not be in a position to do sth also be in no position to do 

sth formalto not be able to do something because you do not have enough knowledge,  

power, money, or equipment to do it:I’m afraid I’m not in a position to answer your  

questions. | Having committed military force there, America is in no position to repeat  

this strategy elsewhere.not be capable of sth also be incapable of sthto not have 

the physical strength or mental ability to do something – often used when criticizing  

someone:My son seems to be incapable of keeping a job. | She’s not capable of looking  

after herself any more. | Her father was a man who was utterly incapable of pity or  

sympathy.  

cancel /ˈkænsəl/ verb  to decide that something that was officially planned will 

not happenNOUNScancel a meeting/class/appointment Please accept my apologies 
for having to cancel our meeting on January 24th.cancel a flight Flight 1098 
was canceled due to an engine problem.cancel a 

concert/show/performance The show was canceled because of poor ticket 
sales.cancel an event/competition/game/race/wedding 
etc Wednesday’s event was cancelled due to bad weather.cancel your plans The 

company was forced to cancel its plans to export cars to the United States.cancel a 
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project The project had been cancelled due to lack of funds.THESAURUS: 

cancelcall  

offstrike | protest | talks | deal | search | game | match | meeting | party | we

ddingto cancel something that has been planned to happen. Call off sounds more 

informal than cancel and is often used in news reports:The union refused to call  

off the strike. | They called off the protest after the authorities promised to reconsider  

their decision. | The US government threatened to call  

off the talks. | The deal was called off at the last minute. | The police called  

off their search for the missing woman. | The game was called off less than half an  

hour before kick-off. | Julia called off their wedding because she wasn’t sure he was  

right for  

her.postponemeeting | game | match | show | concert | trial | election | trip | d

ecisionto decide to do something at a later time, instead of the time that was officially  

planned:Tonight’s town council meeting has been postponed until next  

Tuesday. | The game was postponed because of a bomb 

scare. | Liverpool’s match against Arsenal was postponed because of  

fog. | The show has been postponed until next Saturday. | Defence lawyers asked for  

the trial to be postponed. | The government decided to postpone the election till the 

autumn. | We had to postpone our trip to Europe, because one of the children was  

ill. | The committee said it was postponing its decision for at least a  

month.shelve also put sth on 

ice informalplan | proposal | idea | project | programme | reportto decide not to  

continue with something that has been planned, although it may be considered again  

at some time in the future:The plan was shelved to save money. | Bad publicity forced 

the government to shelve the idea. | The company decided to put the project on  

ice. | The proposed investment programme has been put on ice. | The administration  

has shelved a report into pensions, because it could be 

embarrassing.liftban | sanctions | restriction | blockade | curfew | martial lawto  

end an official order that stops or limits someone from doing something:The 

state lifted its ban on gambling in casinos. | They want the US 

to lift economic sanctions against Cuba. | The EU has lifted restrictions on food 

imports. | They lifted their blockade of the country’s ports (=end actions that prevent  

goods or people from leaving or entering a place). | The 

government lifted the curfew on Monday, allowing vehicles back on the roads (=end a  

law that says that people must not go outside at particular times, especially at  

night). | The government says it will lift martial law as soon as possible (=end control  

of the country by the 

army).repeallaw | act | bill | legislation | amendment | statuteto officially end a  

law, so that it no longer has any authority:They want Parliament to repeal the laws on 
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hunting. | The act was repealed by the new socialist government. | Gun 

control legislation was repealed by the state senate. | The Republicans have introduced 

legislation to repeal the amendment.annul formalelection | result | marriageto  

officially decide that something has no legal authority and is therefore  

cancelled:Opposition parties have asked the Supreme Court  

to annul the election. | The judges annulled the results of the election. | In 1960, he 

married a 15-year-old, but the marriage was annulled because of the bride’s age. In  

informal English, people say that something is off (=it has been cancelled): I’m afraid  

the party is off.  

cancer /ˈkænsə $ -ər/ noun  a very serious disease in which cells in one part of 

the body start to grow in a way that is not normalADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ cancerlung/stomach/breast/bowel etc cancer He died of stomach cancer.skin 
cancer Australia has one of the highest rates of skin cancer.terminal cancer (=cancer 
that cannot be treated, which will cause you to die) My aunt has terminal cancer and 

she is not expected to live very long. You can say lung cancer, stomach cancer etc,  

or cancer of the lung, stomach etc. VERBShave/suffer from cancer Her 

father suffers from a rare form of cancer.get/develop cancer also contract 
cancer formal One in three people will develop cancer at some stage in their 
lives. | His wife contracted liver cancer and died suddenly.die of/from cancer He died 

of cancer last year.treat cancer The drug is used to treat cancer.cause 
cancer Everyone knows that smoking causes cancer.prevent cancer The new 
treatment may be used to prevent cancer.screen sb for cancer (=check to see if 

someone has cancer) Doctors are encouraging people to get screened for 
cancer regularly.detect cancer (=find that someone has cancer) If 
the cancer is detected early, the patient has a better chance of survival.be diagnosed 

with cancer (=a doctor says that someone has cancer, after examining them and 
doing tests) Each year 40,000 women are diagnosed with breast cancer in the 
UK.survive cancer also beat cancer informal Many people survive cancer. | It is 

possible to beat cancer.a cancer spreads The cancer had spread to his 
stomach.cancer + NOUNScancer research Millions of dollars are spent each year 
on cancer research.a cancer drug Cancer drugs are often extremely expensive.cancer 

cells Chemotherapy is treatment with drugs which destroy cancer cells.a cancer 
patient Less than 8% of lung cancer patients are alive five years after diagnosis.a 
cancer sufferer Some breast cancer sufferers say they have been denied 

treatment.cancer treatment The Christie Hospital is one of the foremost cancer 
treatment hospitals in the UK.cancer deaths also deaths from cancer Cancer 
deaths have gone down in recent years.cancer survival rates also the survival rate 

from cancer Some countries have better cancer survival rates than ours.a cancer 
ward (=a part of a hospital for cancer patients to stay in) He was moved to a cancer 

ward in the local hospital.PHRASESthe risk of cancer Smoking increases the risk of 
cancer.a type/form of cancer There are over 200 different types of cancer.a cause 
of cancer The organization carries out research into the causes of cancer.treatment 
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for cancer The drug can be used as a treatment for cancer.sb’s 

fight/battle/struggle against cancer He died after a long struggle against cancer. 

candid /ˈkændɪd/ adjective  THESAURUS > honest 

candidate /ˈkændədət, ˈkændɪdət $ -deɪt, -dət/ noun [C]  someone who is 

competing in an election or being considered for a jobADJECTIVESa suitable 
candidate No suitable candidate could be found.the successful/winning 
candidate The successful candidate will start on a salary of £25,000.a 

good/strong/promising candidate He looks like a very strong candidate for the 
job.a possible/potential/prospective candidate (=who might be given a job or 
position) There were two women who were possible candidates. | Prospective 

candidates must be educated to degree level.a likely candidate His recent experience 
makes him a likely candidate for the post.the ideal/perfect candidate The ideal 
candidate will have experience of leading a sales team.an obvious candidate There is 

no obvious candidate for the position of Chairman.the prime candidate (=the one 
most likely to get something) The prime candidate for the job was General Henri 
Giraud.a presidential candidate What is the system for selecting presidential 

candidates?a parliamentary candidate (=for the job of Member of Parliament) He 
was selected as his local party’s parliamentary candidate.a 
Republican/Democratic/Labour etc candidate This part of Florida usually 

supports Republican candidates.VERBSstand as a candidate (=compete in an 
election) Lee stated that he did not intend to stand as a candidate in the presidential 
elections.nominate/put up a candidate also put sb forward as a 

candidate (=suggest someone for election) The protest group has put up its 
own candidate for the election. | He was put forward as a candidate for governor.field 
a candidate (=have one of your party’s members competing for election) The Green 

Party decided not to field a candidate in Darlington.interview a candidate (=for a 
job) The human resources manager will interview the candidates first.choose a 
candidate also select a candidate formal We will choose the best candidate, 

regardless of age.reject a candidate What leads an interviewer to reject a 
candidate?endorse a candidate (=officially support them) The White House refused 
to endorse the Democratic candidate.vote for a candidate How many people voted 

for each candidate?PREPOSITIONSa candidate for sth There are only three candidates 
for the job 

candle /ˈkændl/ noun  a stick of wax with a string through the middle, which you 

burn to give lightVERBS + candlelight a candle She lit a candle in the church.blow out 
a candle Can you blow out all the candles on your birthday cake?put out a 
candle also extinguish a candle formal (=make it stop burning) Always make sure 

that you put out all the candles.candle + VERBSa candle burns (=it gives out light) The 
house was dark except for one candle burning in a window.a candle flickers (=the 
flame moves in an unsteady way) As the door opened, the candles flickered.a candle 

goes out (=it stops burning) There was a sudden gust of wind, and all the candles 
went out.a candle lights sth The bedroom was lit by a single candle.ADJECTIVESa 
lighted/burning candle A procession moved through the village carrying lighted 

candles. | There were burning candles all around the castle.a flickering candle The 
church was full of white flickering candles.a scented candle (=one that smells 
nice) Scented candles keep the air smelling sweet.a floating candle On the table was 

a bowl of water containing six floating candles.candle + NOUNSa candle flame The 
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candle flame flickered.candle wax There were drops of candle wax all over the table.a 

candle holder She used an old wine bottle as a candle 

holder. Candlelight and candlestick are usually written as one word.  

candy /ˈkændi/ noun AmE  a sweet food made from sugar or chocolateVERBSeat 

candy Eating too much candy is bad for your teeth.buy/get candy He wanted money 
to go to the store and buy some candy.candy + NOUNSa candy bar She was eating 

a candy bar.a candy wrapper (=the paper that covers the candy) You shouldn’t 
throw candy wrappers in the street.a candy store The family ran a candy store in 
Brooklyn.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + candychocolate candy Do you like chocolate 

candy?homemade candy She makes delicious homemade candy.PHRASESa piece of 
candy Would you like a piece of candy?a box of candy He gave me a box of candy as 

a present. Candy is used in American English. In British English, people say sweets.  

cap /kæp/ noun  a hatADJECTIVES/NOUNS + capa baseball cap He was wearing 

a sweater and a baseball cap.a swimming/bathing cap also a swim cap AmE A 
swimming cap will stop water getting in your ears.a flat cap also a cloth 

cap BrE (=made of cloth with a stiff piece that sticks out at the front) We saw an old 
man in a jacket and a brown flat cap.a school cap (=worn as part of a school 
uniform) He looked very smart is his little blazer and school cap.a peaked cap (=a cap 

with a part at the front which goes over your eyes, usually worn as part of a 
uniform) She wore a sailor’s peaked cap.a woollen/lace/leather cap His woollen 
cap had slipped over his right eye.a shower cap (=worn to keep your hair dry when 

having a shower) There was a little bag containing soap, shampoo, and a shower 
cap.VERBSwear a cap He was wearing a baseball cap.put on a cap Put on your 
swimming caps before you get in the pool.take off a cap also remove a 

cap formal He opened the door, took off his cap, and threw it on a hook 

capability /ˌkeɪpəˈbɪləti/ noun  the skill or power to do something, especially 

something difficultVERBShave the capability to do sth also possess the capability 

to do sth formal North Korea has the capability to produce a nuclear 
bomb.demonstrate a capability The video is intended 
to demonstrate the capabilities of the company’s products.develop/expand/increase 

a capability The company needs to develop the capability to assemble products quickly 
in response to customers’ orders.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + capabilitymental/intellectual 
capability The chimpanzee’s intellectual capabilities are similar to those of a young 

child.technical/technological capability The process requires a high level 
of technical capability.human capability The device can perform tasks with a speed 
and reliability beyond human capabilities.nuclear capability (=the ability to use 

nuclear weapons) They want the country to have its own nuclear capability.advanced 
capability The advanced capabilities of today’s mobile phones are very 
impressive.PREPOSITIONSbe beyond sb’s capabilities (=someone cannot do 

something) The task was beyond his capabilities as a programmer.be within sb’s 
capabilities (=someone can do something) The job is well within the capabilities of the 
average person. 

capacity AC /kəˈpæsəti, kəˈpæsɪti/ noun  the amount that something can contain 

or produceVERBShave a capacity of 10 litres/25 gallons etc The fuel tank has a 
capacity of 40 litres.increase/expand the capacity of sth The college is planning 
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to increase its capacity to 16,000 student places. | There are several ways 

of expanding the storage capacity of your computer.double the capacity of sth The 
scheme will nearly double the seating capacity of the stadium.reduce the capacity of 

sth The capacity of the warehouse has been 
slightly reduced.ADJECTIVESlimited/unlimited capacity The clinic only has a limited 
capacity for treating patients.high capacity (=able to hold a lot of things or 

people) There was demand for a high capacity public transport system.excess/spare 
capacity They could sell spare capacity on their trucks to other 
companies.full/maximum capacity They loaded the ship to maximum 

capacity.sufficient/adequate capacity The factory has sufficient capacity for 10,000 
kilos of laundry.NOUNS + capacitystorage/memory capacity (=how much information 
a computer disk can hold) The storage capacity is about 250 megabytes.seating 

capacity (=how many seats there are) The largest hall in the university has a seating 
capacity of over 1,500.production/manufacturing capacity (=the amount of 
something that a factory, country etc is able to produce) Over the next few 

years manufacturing capacity will expand.lung capacity (=the maximum amount of air 
your lungs will hold) The doctors measured his blood pressure and lung 
capacity.capacity + NOUNSa capacity audience (=the largest number of people who 

can fill a theatre, hall etc) The lecture attracted a capacity audience.a capacity 
crowd (=the largest number of people that can fit in a place) A capacity crowd of 
40,000 watched the game at the stadium.PHRASESbe filled/packed to capacity (=be 

completely full) The courtroom was filled to capacity.work/operate at full 
capacity (=produce the maximum possible amount) The factory is not yet operating at 
full capacity. 

capital /ˈkæpətl/ noun  1. an important city where the main government of a 

country or state iscapital + NOUNSthe capital city They live a long way from the capital 
city.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + capitalthe Spanish/French etc capital The Spanish 

capital Madrid has a population of over 3 million people.the regional/state 
capital Austin is the state capital of Texas. | The federal state of Baden Württemberg, 
with its regional capital of Stuttgart, lies in the south-west of Germany.a foreign 

capital He is a diplomat who has spent most of his working life in foreign capitals.the 
financial capital (=the city which is the centre of the finance industry) Is London’s 
position as the financial capital of Europe under threat?PREPOSITIONSthe capital of a 

country Warsaw is the capital of Poland.2. money or property, especially when it is 
used to start a business or to produce more wealthADJECTIVES/NOUNS + capitalforeign 
capital Sales of agricultural products are the country’s largest source of foreign 

capital.private capital The film was made with private capital.working 
capital (=money used by a business to carry on production and keep trading) The firm 
needs more working capital to pay for the introduction of new technology.additional 

capital Additional capital is required to finance the expansion of the 
company.investment capital The organization provides investment capital to 
businesses of all types.venture/seed capital (=money that is used to start a 

business) The seed capital for the business was provided by members of her 
family.surplus capital (=capital which is more than you need for your business) He 
plans to give any surplus capital to charities.VERBSraise/generate capital (=get 

capital) They want to raise capital for a new business venture.accumulate 
capital (=get more and more of it) The family had accumulated enough capital to set 
up their own bank.borrow capital The cost of borrowing capital has increased.invest 
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capital The organization only invests capital in companies whose activities do not harm 

the environment.inject capital (=put large amounts of money into something) The 
European Union plans to inject more capital to save the country’s banking 

system.attract capital The government has come up with a plan 
to attract foreign capital.sb's capital is tied up in sth (=it is being used for something 
and you cannot get at it easily) All their capital is tied up in investments.PHRASESthe 

movement of capital There is no restriction on the movement of capital. 

capital punishment noun  punishment which involves killing someone who 

has committed a crimeVERBSabolish capital punishment (=officially end it) Capital 

punishment was abolished in 1964.bring back/reintroduce capital 
punishment Some people want to bring back capital punishment for very serious 
crimes.support/be in favour of capital punishment The majority of 

Americans support capital punishment. | She was in favour of capital punishment for 
murderers.be opposed to/be against capital punishment Many human rights 

groups are opposed to capital punishment.PHRASESthe abolition of capital 
punishment They are calling for the abolition of capital punishment, because it is cruel 
and inhumane.the restoration of capital punishment He has been campaigning for 

the restoration of capital punishment.the arguments for/against capital 
punishment She became convinced by the arguments against capital 

punishment. Capital punishment or the death penalty?You can use either capital  

punishment or the death penalty when talking about the system of killing people  

as a punishment.You only use the death penalty when talking about a particular  

case: He faces the death penalty for his crimes. Prosecutors are calling for the death  

penalty.  

capture verb  to succeed in describing or recording something, using words or 

picturesADVERBScapture sth accurately The book accurately captures the mood of 

the country at the time.capture sth perfectly His photographs perfectly captured the 
wide open spaces and big skies of rural America.capture sth brilliantly This powerful 
film brilliantly captures the atmosphere of London in the 1960s.capture sth 

successfully I’m not sure if the spirit of the music has been captured successfully on 
the record.VERBStry to capture sth The artist tries to capture the horror of war in this 
famous picture.succeed in capturing sth/manage to capture sth He succeeds in 

capturing the lonely beauty of the islands.fail to capture sth The band’s live 
album fails to capture the excitement of their concerts.PREPOSITIONScapture sth on 
camera/film/video The robbery was captured on camera and police were able to 

identify the thieves. 

car /kɑː $ kɑːr/ noun  a vehicle with four wheels and an engine that can carry a 

small number of passengersADJECTIVES/NOUNS + cara sports car He was driving a 

red sports car.a racing car also a race car AmE The racing cars go around the track at 
over 200 miles an hour.a police car The vehicle was being chased by a police car.a 
company car (=one that your company gives you to use) She was given a company 

car.an electric car Electric cars are better for the environment.a hire car BrE a rental 
car AmE We picked up a rental car at the airport.a used/second-hand car (=one that 
is not new) The company sells used cars.an estate car BrE (=one with a door at the 
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back and folding seats) Once you have children, an estate car is very useful.VERBS 

+ cardrive a car In the UK you can learn to drive a car when you are 17.have/own a 
car Do you have a car?go/travel by car The children now walk to school instead 

of going by car.get in/into a car The man stopped and she got into the car.get out of 
a car He got out of the car and went into the newsagent’s.take the car (=use a car to 
go somewhere) Is it all right if I take the car this evening?run a car (=have a car and 

pay for the petrol, repairs etc it needs) People on low incomes can’t afford to run a 
car.use the car I use the car mainly at weekends.park a car She parked the car by 
the side of the road.back/reverse a car (=make it move backwards) Suzy backed the 

car into the driveway.lose control of a car (=no longer be able to control its 
direction) He lost control of the car on a sharp bend.car + VERBSa car 
passes/overtakes sb I didn’t want to let the other car overtake me.a car drives 

off/away The police car drove off at top speed.a car slows down The car slowed 
down and stopped outside our house.a car accelerates (=goes faster) She 
watched the car accelerate down the road.a car pulls out (=moves away from the side 

of the road) A car suddenly pulled out in front of me.a car pulls up (=stops) They 
heard a car pull up outside their house.a car hits sth/crashes into sth I saw the car 
leave the road and hit a tree.a car skids (=slides sideways in a way you cannot 

control) If it’s icy, the car might skid.a car breaks down (=stops working because 
something is wrong with it) On the way home, the car broke down.a car 
stalls (=suddenly stops, so that you have to start it again) My car stalled at the traffic 

lights.car + NOUNSa car crash/accident also a car wreck AmE He was involved in a 
car crash.a car park BrE She couldn’t find a space in the car park.a car 
door/engine/key etc She left the car engine running.a car driver Car drivers in 

large urban areas now spend a third of their time driving at below 5 miles per hour.the 
car industry especially BrE The car industry suffers in times of economic decline.a car 
maker/manufacturer Volkswagen is the biggest car manufacturer in the world.a car 

dealer (=someone who buys and sells used cars) Car dealers reported a 4% drop in 
sales.a car chase The best bit in the movie was the car chase through the city.car 
crime BrE (=stealing or damaging cars) Car crime in the area has gone down.a car 

bomb (=a bomb hidden in or under a car) A car bomb exploded in the city’s main 

square. Car industry and car maker are more common in British English. In  

American English, people usually say auto industry and auto maker.British people  

say car park, American people say parking lot.  

carbon /ˈkɑːbən $ ˈkɑːr-/ noun  a chemical substance that is found in coal, oil 

etccarbon + NOUNScarbon emissions (=the amount of carbon gases that are produced 
by cars, factories etc) In recent years carbon emissions have increased dramatically, 
because more and more people are using cars.sb’s carbon footprint (=the amount of 

carbon gases that a person or organization produces through their activities) The 
company wants to reduce its carbon footprint.carbon credits (=permission to produce 

a particular amount of carbon gases, which countries and companies can buy and sell 
as a way of reducing the damage to the environment) Countries that meet their 
emissions targets can sell carbon credits to those falling behind.carbon trading (=the 

buying and selling of permissions to produce carbon gases) The Australian prime 
minister supports carbon trading to reduce greenhouse gases.carbon offsetting (=a 
system in which you can balance the amount of carbon gases you produce, by 
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contributing to schemes that will reduce the overall amount of carbon that is 

produced) You can use carbon offsetting schemes to reduce the amount of damage 
caused to the environment, for example when you are flying.carbon polluter The US 

is the world’s biggest carbon polluter.PHRASESa low-carbon economy (=an economy 
that produces very little carbon dioxide) The president wants the US to change to 
a low-carbon economy.carbon-neutral (=taking the same amount of carbon gases out 

of the atmosphere as the amount you produce) A carbon-neutral home produces its 
own energy and stores it to heat the home. 

card /kɑːd $ kɑːrd/ noun  1. a small piece of plastic which you use to pay for 

goods or to get moneyADJECTIVES/NOUNS + carda credit card (=one you use to buy 

things and pay later) He put all the shopping on his credit card.a debit card also a 
check card AmE (=one you use to pay for things directly from your account) I paid for 
the tickets by debit card.a cash card also an ATM card especially AmE (=one you use 

to get cash from a machine) You should report stolen cash cards immediately.a valid 
card (=one with dates etc that are legal and correct) We accept cash and valid cards.a 
phone card (=one that you can use in some public telephones) You can use this phone 

card in several countries.a store/charge card (=one that allows you to buy things 
from a particular shop and pay for them later) Store cards often have high rates of 

interest.a stolen card The man tried to pay using a stolen card.VERBSpay by 
card Can I pay by card?put sth on your card (=pay using a credit card) I’ll put the 
restaurant bill on my card.use your card I don’t use my card if I can pay by 

cash.accept/take a card (=allow you to pay by card) Big hotels 
will accept most cards.apply for a card How do I apply for a debit card?issue a 
card Please contact the bank that issued your card.cancel a card If your card is 

stolen, you must cancel it immediately.card + NOUNSsb’s card number/details Enter 
your card number here. | Hackers stole hundreds of people’s card details.the card 
holder (=the person that a card belongs to) One in ten store card holders owes more 

than £500.the card issuer (=the company or bank that gave you a card) The card 
issuer may cancel your card at any time.card fraud (=the illegal use of other people’s 
cards) Banks are always looking at ways to prevent card fraud.a card payment also a 

card transaction formal We are unable to accept credit card payments. | Debit card 
transactions can be processed in three ways.2. a small piece of plastic or paper 
containing informationADJECTIVES/NOUNS + cardan identity card/ID card (=one that 

proves who you are) All US citizens must carry an identity card.a membership 
card Do you have a membership card for the library?a student card (=that proves 
you are a student) Entrance is free if you have a student card.a business card (=with 

your name and company details on it, for giving to people to keep) I’m having 
100 business cards printed.a smart card (=one with an electronic part that records 
information) Using a smart card with all your personal data on it, you can travel 

anywhere in the world.a swipe card (=one that you slide through a machine) You 
need a swipe card to get into the gym.a SIM card also a Sim card (=one in a mobile 
phone that stores your information and allows you to use a network) You can put your 

old SIM card into your new phone so you don’t lose all your numbers.an appointment 
card (=one on which the date you have to visit a doctor, dentist etc is written) The 
dentist gave me a new appointment card.a score card (=one on which you write your 

score in a game) Write the number of points in the score card.a medical card (=one 
that proves you are a patient of a particular doctor) You will need to bring your medical 
card.a donor card (=one that shows you want your organs to be given to someone 
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when you die) We want to encourage more people to carry a donor card.a 

sound/network card (=an electronic card put into a computer to allow 
sound/connection to a network) My computer wouldn’t play music as there was 

something wrong with the sound card.VERBScarry a card (=have one with 
you) Motorists could soon be forced to carry an ID card.show a card You have 
to show your student card at the door.flash a card (=show one very 

quickly) He flashed his card at the guard and walked straight in.swipe a card (=slide it 
through a machine) When you swipe your card, the door opens.3. a piece of folded card 
with a picture on the front that you give to people on special occasionsNOUNS + carda 

birthday card I must remember to send him a birthday card.a greetings card BrE a 
greeting card AmE (=a card you give to people on special occasions) They 
sell greetings cards and small gifts.a Christmas/Eid/Diwali etc card We got over 

100 Christmas cards last year.a thank-you card She gave me a box of chocolates and 
a thank-you card.a get-well card (=for someone who is sick) Katie’s in hospital so I’m 
going to send her a get-well card.a leaving card He was so unpopular that no one 

wanted to sign his leaving card.a sympathy card (=for when someone has died) The 
room was full of sympathy cards.VERBSsend (sb) a card Sally always sends me 
a card on my birthday.give (sb) a card I like giving cards at Christmas.get/receive a 

card (from sb) Did you get a card from David?sign a card Everyone in the 
office signed his leaving card.write/put sth on a card I can’t think of anything funny 
to write on her card.put up cards (=display ones you have received) I haven’t put our 

Christmas cards up yet.4. a small piece of stiff paper with pictures and signs on, for 
playing a gameADJECTIVES/NOUNS + cardplaying cards Five playing cards were laid 
out on the table.a high/low card The person with the highest card goes first.the 

winning/losing card He put down the winning card and punched the air with delight.a 
trump card (=one chosen to have a higher value than other cards) You have to play 
a trump card if you have one.a wild card (=one that can have any value the player 

chooses) He played a two, which in this game is a wild card.VERBSplay cards Four men 
were playing cards in the bar.deal cards (=give some to each 
player) Deal seven cards to each player.shuffle cards (=mix them up) Who wants 

to shuffle the cards?cut the cards (=divide a pack of cards into two) First, ask 
someone to cut the cards.put down/play a card The first card he put down was the 
three of clubs.card + NOUNSa card game My favourite card game is poker.a card 

trick Let me show you a card trick.a card player Rose was a skilful card 
player.PHRASESa game of cards Let’s have a game of cards.a pack of cards BrE a 
deck of cards AmE (=a set of 52 cards) He took out a pack of cards.a suit of 

cards (=one of the four types of cards) The four suits of cards are hearts, diamonds, 
clubs, and spades.a hand of cards (=a set of cards that a player has to play in a 
game) This is a terrible hand of cards. 

care1 /keə $ ker/ noun  1. the process of looking after someone, especially 

because they are ill, old, or very youngADJECTIVES/NOUNS + carehealth 
care/medical care Our patients get good standards of medical care. | The cost of 

health care in the United States is incredibly high.child care Mothers are usually 
responsible for child care.patient care (=care of someone who is ill) The changes 
should lead to better patient care.specialist care Her father is very ill and 

needs specialist care.proper care It’s important to give your pets proper 
care.intensive care (=in a special part of a hospital, for very seriously ill people) He 
was rushed to the intensive care unit at Alder Hey Hospital.constant/round-the-
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clock care (=all day and all night) He cannot do anything for himself and needs round-

the-clock care.day care (=care of people, especially children, during the day) Some 
businesses provide day care for the children of employees.residential care (=for ill or 

old people in a place where they stay) Residential care for the elderly can be very 
expensive.short-term/long-term care The home provides long-term care for people 
with severe disabilities.home care (=in people’s own homes) You can find home 

care through family service agencies.nursing care The important thing is the quality of 
the nursing care.VERBSprovide care The charity provides care and shelter for 
homeless people.need care also require care formal She had an aging mother 

who required constant care.receive care Every citizen has the right 
to receive health care.PREPOSITIONSin sb’s care It was better for him to be in the care 
of someone who loved him.under sb’s care (=officially looked after or treated by 

someone) She is under the care of a top heart specialist.care + NOUNSa care 
worker BrE (=someone whose job is looking after people) She’s a part-time care 
worker in a nursing home.care services/facilities How much money is spent on 

health care services?PHRASEStake care of sb She wanted to stay home and take care 
of her children.2. when you are careful to avoid damage, mistakes etcADJECTIVESgreat 
care He takes great care with his work.extra care Take extra care on icy 

roads.special/particular care Make sure that you take special care with your 
spelling.extreme care Extreme care is needed when flying at high speeds.meticulous 
care (=paying great attention to every detail) The journey had been planned with 

meticulous care.reasonable care Your employer must take reasonable care to ensure 
that your place of work is safe.VERBStake care Take care not to let the soup 
boil.exercise care formal (=do something with care) You have a duty 

to exercise reasonable care in carrying out your job.care is needed Great care is 
needed when handling the vase.PREPOSITIONSwith care She chose her clothes for the 
interview with care – she didn’t want to look too casual.PHRASESwith due care and 

attention formal (=with proper care when you are doing something) The driver had 

failed to act with due care and attention.THESAURUS: 

careCAREFULNESScautioncare to avoid danger or risks, or care about trusting  

information that might not be true:Her evidence should be treated with  

caution. | There was a certain lack of caution among investors.prudencea sensible and  

careful attitude that makes you avoid unnecessary risks – a rather formal use:Banks  

should show more prudence in lending money.vigilancecareful attention to what is  

happening, so that you will notice any danger or illegal activity:The police have called  

for greater public vigilance against terrorist attacks.regard for sthcareful attention  

and consideration shown to something, to avoid danger or risks – used especially when 

someone fails to do this:The company had shown no regard for the safety of its  

employees. | These men are cold-blooded killers with little regard for human 

life.tactcare not to say anything that might offend or upset someone:He showed great  

tact in dealing with the matter. | She handles a tricky subject with tact and 

sensitivity.discretioncare to deal with situations in a way that does not embarrass,  

upset or offend people, especially by not telling any of their secrets:Any confidential  

information must be treated with discretion.  
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care2 /keə $ ker/ verb  1. to think that something or someone is important and 

be concerned about what happens to themADVERBSreally care You really care about 
her, don’t you?genuinely/truly care The teachers genuinely care about their 
students.care a lot/very much When we’re young, we care a lot about how others 

see us.care deeply She cares deeply about environmental issues.care 
passionately I cared passionately about improving women’s lives.not really care/not 
care much I don’t really care what happens to him. | In my experience, most 

artists do not care much about politics.care little formal She cared little about her own 
safety.PREPOSITIONScare about sth/sb These people care about the future of their 
country.PHRASESall/the only thing sb cares about is... All he cares about is 

money.2. to look after someone who is not able to look after themselves. Care for 
sb is less common and more formal than take care of or look after: She has to care 

for her elderly mother. He was cared for by a team of nurses.THESAURUS: 

caretake care of sb also look after sb especially BrEto make sure a child or an old  

or sick person is safe and has the things they need:I have to look after my little  

brother. | Taking care of a baby is hard work. | She is taking care of her grandmother  

while her grandfather is in hospital.nurseto look after someone who is ill:He nursed his  

wife through a long illness. | The monks nursed him back to health (=looked after him 

until he was well again).babysitto look after children while their parents go out  

somewhere:I’ll ask Jane to babysit on Wednesday evening. | He used to babysit  

for Mary when she worked nights.mind BrEto look after a child while their parents are 

not there, especially for a short time:Will you mind the baby while I go to the shop?  

career /kəˈrɪə $ -ˈrɪr/ noun  a type of job which you do for a long period of your 

lifeADJECTIVESa long/short/brief career He has received dozens of awards in the 
course of his long career.a political/military/academic etc career The scandal 
ruined his political career.a teaching/acting/sporting career Her acting 

career lasted for more than 50 years.a professional career He scored over 100 goals 
during his professional career.a successful career David had a successful career in 
banking.a promising career (=likely to be successful) She gave up a promising 

career in advertising in order to look after her children.a 
distinguished/brilliant/illustrious/glittering career (=very successful) She retired 
last year after a distinguished career as a barrister. | Winning the gold medal was the 

highlight of her glittering career.a rewarding/fulfilling career (=one that brings you 
satisfaction) Teaching can be a very rewarding career.a flagging career (=becoming 
less successful) The show revived her flagging career.sb’s chosen career His parents 

encouraged him in his chosen career as a scientist.a varied career (=one including 
many types of work) My father had an interesting and varied career.sb’s career is 
over (=it has ended) When I broke my leg, I was afraid my career was over.VERBS 

+ careerhave a career Both my parents had careers in education.make/follow a 
career also pursue a career formal It isn’t easy to make a career in journalism. | She 
left teaching to pursue a career as a psychologist.begin/start a career also embark 

on a career formal Jacobs started his banking career in 1990.launch sb’s career Rita 
went to New York, where she launched her dancing career.build/forge a 
career (=make it develop) Despite difficult beginnings, she built a 

successful career.change career People may change careers several times in their 
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lives.end sb’s career The scandal ended his political career.cut short sb’s 

career (=end it earlier than it would usually end) His football career was cut short by 
injuries.ruin sb’s career Alcohol and drugs almost ruined his career.revive/resurrect 

your career (=make it successful again) The singer is seeking to revive his 
pop career.career + VERBSsb’s career takes off (=starts to be successful) His career 
took off and he started making a lot of money.sb’s career ends/comes to an 

end After his football career ended, he became a TV presenter.career + NOUNScareers 
advice/guidance Most universities offer professional careers advice.career 
opportunities/prospects Students often know little about the career 

opportunities available to them. | Good computer skills will improve your career 
prospects.the career ladder (=the way to higher positions in a career) Having children 
can disturb your progress up the career ladder.a career path (=a way of making a 

career) There’s no fixed career path for actors.a career structure (=a system for 
making progress in a career) Teaching offers a clear career structure.a career 
change/move After ten years in the job, I wanted a career change.career 

development/advancement/progression A good job offers a programme of training 
and career development.PREPOSITIONSa career in journalism/politics/teaching 
etc At the age of 15, he knew he wanted a career in politics.a career as a 

teacher/lawyer/singer etc What made you decide on a career as a lawyer? 

careless /ˈkeələs $ ˈker-/ adjective  not paying enough attention to what you are 

doing, so that you make mistakes, damage things etcNOUNSa careless mistake The 

essay was full of careless mistakes.careless attitude/approach Her son seemed to 
have a careless attitude to money.careless words/talk His careless words had upset 
her.careless driving The man was found guilty of careless driving.careless 

use Careless use of chemicals can be dangerous.careless handling The government 
was criticized for its careless handling of the crisis.a careless driver My aunt was hit 
by a careless driver and she had to go to hospital.VERBSget/become/grow 

careless People get careless about mixing drink and pills.PREPOSITIONSbe careless 
about (doing) sth Some restaurant workers are careless about washing their 
hands.be careless with sth Journalists are often careless with the facts.be careless 

of sth He was careless of his own safety.it is careless of sb (to do sth) It was 

careless of him to leave the door unlocked. Careless about, with, or of?Careless  

about is the most common use. You can use it with a noun: She is careless about her  

possessions. or in more complex sentences: He is careless about what he  

eats.Careless with is usually used to talk about things that you use, for  

example careless with money/knives/guns/language. It is also used in the  

phrase careless with facts/the truth (=saying things that could be  

misleading).Careless of is used especially in the following phrases: careless of your  

appearance/safety. It is also used in the phrase it is careless of  

sb. THESAURUS: 

carelessclumsyattempt | handling | fingers | hands | movementsnot doing  
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something skilfully, or moving in a careless way so that you break or drop things:He 

made a clumsy attempt to apologize. | The government’s clumsy handling of the affair  

has only made the problem worse. | With cold clumsy fingers she began fastening her  

coat. | She is turning the pages of a magazine with the clumsy movements of a four-

year-old child. | I’m so clumsy, I spilt milk all over the 

floor.sloppywork | job | thinkingcareless and lazy in the way you do your work, or in  

your behaviour generally. Sloppy sounds rather informal and is used mainly in spoken 

English:The teacher said she didn’t want any more sloppy work. | The previous builder  

did a very sloppy job. | There is a lot of sloppy thinking about climate change. | The 

government had been in power for too long and they started to get 

sloppy.reckless especially writtendriving | disregard | behaviour | spendingdoing 

dangerous or stupid things without thinking about your own or other people’s  

safety:The driver of the car was arrested for reckless driving. | His actions showed 

a reckless disregard for human life. | He began drinking heavily and 

his behaviour became more reckless. | We will all now have to pay for the previous  

government’s reckless spending.irresponsiblebehaviour | owner | lendingcareless  

in a way that might affect other people, especially when this could cause serious  

accidents or problems:Crew members could have lost their lives due to  

his irresponsible behaviour. | Some irresponsible owners allow their dogs to wander  

around the streets on their own. | The economic crisis was caused by irresponsible  

lending by some banks in America. | It’s irresponsible for parents to let their children  

smoke.thoughtlessremark | commentnot thinking about the effects of your actions  

on other people, in a way that seems rather careless:With that one thoughtless  

remark, she had got them all into trouble. | She realised it was thoughtless of her  

not to say where she was going.tactlessremark | thing to say | questioncarelessly  

saying something that upsets or embarrasses someone, without intending to do 

this:He kept making tactless remarks about her appearance. | I’m sorry – it was  

a tactless question. | It was tactless of her to say that it had been a boring  

evening. | I thought it would be tactless to ask about her  

divorce.casualattitude | way | mannershowing that you do not care very much 

about something and do not think it is important:Nigel has a very casual  

attitude towards his work. | She mentioned the incident in a casual way. | They seem 

very casual about what time people come into work.negligentconductcareless about  

something that you are responsible for, so that serious mistakes are made – used 

especially when someone will be officially punished for this:He was found guilty  

of negligent conduct and was dismissed from his post. | The court decided that the 

doctor was negligent.  

cargo /ˈkɑːɡəʊ $ ˈkɑːrɡoʊ/ noun  the goods that are being carried on a ship, 

plane, truck etcVERBScarry a cargo of sth The ship was carrying a cargo of oil.load 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [292] 

cargo A cargo of grain was loaded onto the ship before it left port.unload 

cargo also discharge cargo formal The ship stopped to unload its cargo at the port of 
Aden.inspect cargo The US Coastguard has the power 

to inspect suspicious cargo.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + cargoair cargo Hong Kong airport 
handles 5,600 tonnes of air cargo each day.a precious/valuable cargo The ship set 
sail with its precious cargo on board.a deadly cargo (=extremely dangerous 

cargo) The plane was carrying a deadly cargo of nuclear weapons.human 
cargo (=people who are carried on ships or vehicles, usually secretly and illegally) The 
worldwide trade in human cargo is now worth £20 billion a year.cargo + NOUNSa cargo 

plane Cargo planes are being used to transport medical supplies.a cargo 
boat/ship/vessel The containers are carried on huge cargo ships.the cargo 
hold/bay (=the part of a ship, plane, or spacecraft where the cargo is stored) Customs 

officers went down into the ship’s cargo hold to search for illegal weapons. | The space 
shuttle was transporting a huge telescope in its cargo bay.the cargo deck Cranes 
began lifting containers onto the ship’s cargo deck. 

caring /ˈkeərɪŋ $ ˈker-/ adjective  THESAURUS > kind2 

car park noun [C] BrE  an area where people can park their cars: I left my car 

in the car park in front of the station. The car park was full. The airport carpark is only 

5 minutes' walk from the main terminal.THESAURUS: car parkparking lot AmEa 

car park:The hotel has an underground parking lot.multistorey car  

park BrE also multistoreya building containing a car park of several levels:The car  

park was a huge concrete multistorey.parking garage AmEa multi-storey car park or  

an indoor, often underground, car park:I scraped the car leaving the parking  

garage.parking spacea space for one car in a car park:There wasn’t a single parking  

space available.garagean indoor place for parking a car, attached to a house:He 

reversed the car out of the garage.  

carpet /ˈkɑːpət, ˈkɑːpɪt $ ˈkɑːr-/ noun  heavy woven material for covering floors, 

or a piece of this materialADJECTIVES/NOUNS + carpeta thick carpet The thick 
carpet felt warm under her feet.a threadbare/worn carpet (=very thin and in bad 

condition) She gazed gloomily at the dirty walls and the threadbare carpet.the 
bedroom/living room etc carpet The bedroom carpet was brown.a wall-to-wall 
carpet also a fitted carpet BrE (=cut to fit a room, and fixed to the floor) Do you 

prefer rugs or a fitted carpet?a stair carpet We need a new stair carpet.a 
Persian/oriental carpet (=with a special pattern, usually from the Middle East) She 
looked down, pretending to study the pattern of the oriental carpet.VERBSfit/lay a 

carpet (=cut it to fit a room and fix it to the floor) Will it cost extra to have the carpet 
fitted?make/weave a carpet Young girls were trained to weave carpets.vacuum a 
carpet (=clean it with a machine that sucks dirt from it) I dusted every surface 

and vacuumed every carpet.PHRASESa roll of carpet The men were carrying a roll of 
carpet.the pile of a carpet (=the short upright threads that make the surface) Her 
feet sank into the thick pile of the carpet. 

carry /ˈkæri/ verb  to hold someone or something in your hand or arms, and take 

them somewherePREPOSITIONScarry sth to/into somewhere The waiter carried our 
drinks to the table.carry sth for sb Do you want me to carry your bags for you?carry 

sb/sth up or down sth Jack carried his grandson up the stairs.PHRASEScarry sb/sth 
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in your arms Angela carried the child in her arms.carry sb/sth on your 

shoulders They carried the sacks on their shoulders.THESAURUS: carrylugto lift  

and carry something heavy, with difficulty:They lugged the box up the 

stairs.cart informalto carry something large and heavy somewhere, especially when 

this is annoying or hard work:The film crew had to cart all their equipment around 

with them.tote informal especially AmEgun | weapon | case | sackto carry  

something:Guards toting machine guns stood inside the airport. | He came out of the 

office toting a black leather case. Tote is often used as a participle: gun-

toting gangs camera-

toting tourists. bear formalgifts | message | letter | tray | coffinto carry  

something:Three wise men arrived bearing gifts. | She was pleasantly surprised when 

he returned bearing a letter from Susie in Denmark. | The waiter followed 

her, bearing a tray of coffee. | His fellow officers will bear the coffin into the 

Church. Bear is often used as a participle, after another verb. transportto take 

goods or people somewhere in a plane, train, truck, ship etc:Experts say it is safer  

to transport uranium by air than by train. | The wounded men were transported to a  

US army hospital by helicopter  

carry out /ˌkæri ˈaʊt/ verb  THESAURUS > do 

cartoon /kɑːˈtuːn $ kɑːr-/ noun  a funny drawing or set of drawings in a 

newspaper or magazine, or a short film that is made by photographing a series of 
drawingscartoon + NOUNSa cartoon character The little mouse is one of the world’s 
most famous cartoon characters.a cartoon strip The ‘Peanuts’ cartoon strip was 

created by Charles M. Schulz.a cartoon series ‘The Simpsons’ is a very 
popular cartoon series.VERBSwatch a cartoon He’s in the living room, watching 
a cartoon on TV.draw a cartoon She draws cartoons for one of the national 

newspapers.ADJECTIVESa political cartoon Political cartoons are often very cruel.an 
animated cartoon formal (=a cartoon film) There is a large selection of animated 
cartoons produced for children. 

carve /kɑːv $ kɑːrv/ verb  THESAURUS > cut1 (1) 

case /keɪs/ noun  1. a matter that is dealt with by a law court or by the 

policeADJECTIVES/NOUNS + casea court case There was a lot of publicity 

surrounding the court case.a criminal case It was the longest and most 
expensive criminal case in US history.a murder/fraud/robbery etc case He had 
been a witness in a murder case.a libel case (=when someone claims that something 

that has been written about them is untrue) A libel case was brought against the 
newspaper.a divorce case Things can get nasty in a divorce case.a civil 
case (=involving a disagreement between people, not a crime) He is involved with civil 

cases, not criminal ones.a test case (=one that will establish a principle for the first 
time) If the dispute goes to court, it could be an important test case.a landmark 
case (=one that establishes a principle for the first time) It was a landmark case in the 

regulation of the internet.a high-profile case (=one that gets a lot of attention) They 
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consulted a lawyer who has handled some high-profile cases.VERBSbring a case 

(against sb) There was not enough evidence to bring a case against him.hear/try a 
case (=listen to the evidence before making a judgment) The case will be heard by a 

federal judge.decide a case A panel of judges will decide his case.settle a case (=end 
it finally) He paid a $15,000 fine to settle the case.prosecute/defend a case (=try to 
prove that someone is guilty or not guilty) He defended his case himself.win/lose a 

case (=be successful or unsuccessful in proving someone guilty or not guilty) Lomax 
was a brilliant lawyer who had never lost a case.adjourn a case (=stop it for a short 
time) The case was adjourned until next month for further reports.dismiss/throw out 

a case (=officially stop it from continuing) The case was thrown out by New York 
State’s highest court.investigate a case The police investigating the case had missed 
vital evidence.handle a case One of the lawyers handling the case had died.drop a 

case (=not continue with it) The case was dropped because of a lack of evidence.solve 
a case The police are making efforts to solve the case.a lawyer takes (on) a 
case (=agrees to handle it) Lawyers are unwilling to take on such cases.close a 

case (=stop investigating it) They cannot close the case until they find out how she 
died.reopen a case (=start investigating it again) The victim’s family want the case to 
be reopened.PREPOSITIONSa case against sb She lost her case against the 

newspaper.PHRASESa case comes/goes to court When the case finally came to 
court, they were found not guilty.a case comes/goes to trial By the time her case 
went to trial, her story had changed.a case comes before a judge/court The 

case will come before the European Court later this year.2. an example of a particular 
situation, problem etcADJECTIVESa clear case It was a clear case of poor 
management.a simple case His action appeared to be a simple case of cowardice.a 

classic case (=a very typical example) This is a classic case of blaming the victim.an 
extreme case In extreme cases, the building may have to be demolished.a special 
case Farm workers say they must be treated as a special case.a rare/isolated 

case There are rare cases of people being attacked by these animals.a similar case I 
know of two similar cases.PREPOSITIONSa case of sth This is another case of science 
being misrepresented.in one case/in this case etc In one case, a woman had to wait 

four hours for treatment.3. a set of reasons why something should happen or be 
doneADJECTIVESa good/strong/powerful case There is a good case for caution.a 
convincing/compelling/persuasive case He makes a convincing case for change.a 

weak case His case is weak because he should have complained earlier.VERBShave a 
case We believe we have a strong case.present/put a case You will have an 
opportunity to present your case.plead your case (=present your case) They pleaded 

their case to US officials.make a case I could make a case for both 
sides.support/strengthen/bolster a case The discovery of this 
document strengthened the case for war.weaken/undermine a case (=make it 

appear weaker) This information could undermine your case.PREPOSITIONSa case 
for/against sth I am aware of the case against nuclear energy. 

cash /kæʃ/ noun  1. moneyADJECTIVESspare cash You should put any spare 

cash into a savings account.ready cash (=money that you can spend immediately) If 
I’m short of ready cash, I can always borrow money from my parents.hard 
cash (=actual money, rather than a promise or possibility of payment) No one was 

prepared to back his business with hard cash.VERBShave any/enough etc cash I’d 
love to come, but I don’t have enough cash.raise cash (=get money) She organized a 
series of events to raise cash for cancer charities.generate cash (=make money from 
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business activities) The website generates cash from advertising.provide 

cash Campaigners are urging the government to provide more cash for health 
care.cash + NOUNSa cash prize The winner will get a cash prize of £10,000.cash 

flow (=the amount of money coming into a business compared to money going 
out) The company was having a few problems with cash flow.cash resources The 
organization’s cash resources are limited.a cash crisis (=a serious lack of money in an 

organization or country) The cash crisis has been blamed on the recession.a cash 
boost (=more money that is suddenly given to a project, business etc) Conservation 
projects in the region are being given a cash boost of £40,000.a cash 

reserve formal (=an amount of spare money that you have available to use) Experts 
always advise people to build up a cash reserve.PHRASESbe strapped for 
cash informal also be short of cash (=not have enough money) Many airlines are 

strapped for cash at the moment.2. money in the form of coins or notesVERBSpay 
cash (=using money, not a credit card) They won’t take credit cards, so you will have 
to pay cash.have some/any etc cash Do you have any cash with you?carry cash I 

don’t usually carry cash – I just use my credit card.withdraw/deposit cash (=take it 
out of a bank account, or put it into one) There is a charge for withdrawing cash from 
the machine.cash + NOUNSa cash machine (=a machine where you can get cash from 

your account with a plastic card) There was a long line of people at the cash machine.a 
cash withdrawal/deposit formal (=money that is taken out of or put into a bank 
account) There is a limit on cash withdrawals.PREPOSITIONSin cash The thieves stole 

over £200 in cash. 

cast /kɑːst $ kæst/ noun  all the people who perform in a play, film 

etcADJECTIVESa large/small cast The show required a large cast of dancers and 

singers.a strong/excellent/impressive cast (=with a lot of good actors) The play 
has a strong cast of young actors.a talented cast It’s a fantastic production with an 
enormously talented cast.an all-star/star-studded/stellar cast (=with a lot of very 

famous actors) The movie features an all-star cast.the supporting cast (=all the 
actors except the main ones) There’s also a fine supporting cast.VERBShead the 
cast (=be the main actor) Al Pacino heads the cast of this political thriller.have a cast 

(of people) The play had a cast of almost unknown actors.cast + NOUNSa cast 
member also a member of the cast The members of the cast included Vanessa 
Redgrave and Judi Dench.the cast list (=the list of the actors in a film, play etc) The 

movie has an impressive cast list. 

casual /ˈkæʒuəl/ adjective  1. not seeming to care or worry about something, or 

not treating something very seriouslyNOUNSa casual manner/attitude/way Some 

students have a rather casual attitude to their studies.a casual glance/look The man 
gave her a casual glance and then continued with his work.a casual 
remark/observation It was just a casual remark, and not intended to be taken 

seriously.a casual conversation They were having a casual conversation about the 
weather.VERBSsound casual She tried to sound casual when she was asking about the 
results of the test.PREPOSITIONScasual about sth She is very casual about most 

things, and doesn’t often become stressed.THESAURUS: 

casual→ careless2. casual clothes such as jeans are not suitable for a formal 

situationNOUNScasual clothes/dress/wear She felt comfortable in casual clothes.a 
casual jacket He was wearing jeans and a casual jacket.3. casual work is only for 
short periods of time and is not permanentNOUNScasual work There are plenty of 
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opportunities for casual work such as fruit picking.a casual worker The farm 

employs casual workers during the harvest season.casual labour BrE casual 
labor AmE The farmers depend on a supply of casual labour during the summer 

months.PHRASESon a casual basis At Christmas, the Post Office employs extra 
staff on a casual basis. 

casualty /ˈkæʒuəlti/ noun  someone who is hurt or killed in an accident or 

warADJECTIVES/NOUNS + casualtyheavy/huge/massive casualties (=a lot of 

casualties) There were heavy casualties on both sides.serious casualties (=badly 
injured people) Serious casualties were taken to a nearby hospital.civilian 
casualties The US forces are trying to avoid civilian casualties as much as 

possible.military casualties His death brings the total number of military casualties to 
5,000.road casualties (=people who are hurt or killed in road accidents) The 
government is looking into ways of reducing road casualties.unnecessary 

casualties The attack needs to be carefully planned in order to avoid unnecessary 
casualties.casualty + NOUNScasualty figures Official casualty figures put the number 
of people killed at 256.the casualty rate Passenger casualty rates have fallen by 30 

percent in the past five years.the casualty list The casualty list of the war is long and 
growing.VERBS + casualtysuffer casualties The British 

army suffered huge casualties in the battle.cause casualties The 
bomb caused many casualties.PHRASESthe number of casualties The number 
of civilian casualties is not known. 
cat /kæt/ noun  a small animal with four legs that people often keep as a 

petADJECTIVESa pet cat She has a pet cat called Snowy.a stray cat (=one that has 
lost its home) He found a stray cat and started feeding it.a wild cat If you are lucky, 
you might see a wild cat in the forests.a feral cat (=one that has no home and lives 

like a wild cat) The fishing village was full of feral cats.a ginger cat (=with orange-
brown fur)a tabby cat (=with dark and light lines on brown or grey fur)a 
tortoiseshell cat (=with yellow, brown, and black fur)a domestic cat formal (=one 

that lives with people) People have kept domestic cats for thousands of years.a 
pedigree cat BrE a pedigreed cat AmE (=produced from other cats of the same type, 
over many years) Pedigree cats can be very valuable, and should be insured against 

theft. A male cat is called a tom or a tom cat, and a young cat is called a kitten. cat + 

VERBSa cat miaows/mews (=makes a noise) The cat was miaowing outside the 

door.a cat purrs (=makes a soft noise that shows pleasure) The cat purred as she 
stroked it.a cat hisses (=makes a noise that shows fear or 
anger) Cats sometimes hiss at dogs.a cat scratches sb He’s been scratched by next 

door’s cat.a cat jumps/leaps/springs somewhere The cat leapt onto the bed.a cat 
pounces on sth (=jumps on something and catches it) The cat pounced on the mouse 
and ate it.a cat is curled up somewhere There was a cat curled up in the 

chair.VERBS + cathave a cat (=keep one as a pet) Mum, can we have a cat?feed a 
cat She comes in while we’re away to feed the cat.stroke a cat She tried 
to stroke the cat, but it walked away.let/put the cat out (=let it go outside or make it 

go outside) Can you let the cat out?cat + NOUNScat food We need to buy some more 
cans of cat food.a cat flap (=a special small door for a cat to go in and out of a 
house) The cat was getting too fat to fit through the cat flap.cat litter (=small grains 

for a cat to use as a toilet) You should change cat litter daily.a cat owner It is 
estimated that around 64 million Americans are cat owners. 
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catalogue also catalog AmE /ˈkætəlɒɡ $ -lɒːɡ, -lɑːɡ/ noun  a complete list of 

things that you can look at, buy, or useNOUNS + cataloguea 
clothes/furniture/gardening etc catalogue She saw the sweater in a clothes 
catalogue.a mail order catalogue (=which allows you to buy goods by post, without 

going to a store) He bought the coffee machine from a mail order catalogue.an 
exhibition catalogue The exhibition catalogue tells you about the history of each 
picture.a library catalogue I tried to find the book I wanted in the library 

catalogue.ADJECTIVESa free catalogue I asked them to send me a free catalogue.an 
online catalogue (=which you can look at on the internet) The online catalogue shows 
all the books they have available.an illustrated catalogue (=with pictures) The 

company has an illustrated catalogue of all their products.VERBSlook/flick/browse 
through a catalogue She was flicking through a catalogue of women’s 
fashions.order/buy sth from a catalogue I was thinking of ordering the seeds from a 

catalogue.send off for a catalogue You can send off for a 
free catalogue.produce/publish a catalogue The company publishes a catalogue of 
all its products. 

catastrophe /kəˈtæstrəfi/ noun  a terrible event in which there is a lot of 

destruction, suffering, or deathADJECTIVESa major catastrophe The fire was a major 
catastrophe for the area.a terrible catastrophe Then came the terrible catastrophe of 

1914, when the First World War started.a global/world catastrophe A nuclear war 
would be a global catastrophe.a national catastrophe For fans, losing the game was 
a national catastrophe.an environmental/ecological catastrophe A sudden rise in 

world temperatures could cause an environmental catastrophe.a natural 
catastrophe Natural catastrophes such as floods and earthquakes cannot be 
prevented.an economic catastrophe The country faces an economic catastrophe.a 

nuclear catastrophe People are worried that there could be another nuclear 
catastrophe like the one at Chernobyl.a humanitarian catastrophe (=one which has 
a terrible effect on a lot of people’s lives) The earthquake caused a humanitarian 

catastrophe and thousands of people were left homeless.VERBScause/lead to/result 
in a catastrophe The decision could lead to an economic catastrophe.prevent/avoid 
a catastrophe also avert a 

catastrophe formal Firefighters prevented a catastrophe by putting out the fire before 
it could spread.face a catastrophe The country is facing a catastrophe after being hit 

by three deadly storms.be heading for a catastrophe (=a catastrophe will happen 
soon) According to some scientists, the planet is heading for a catastrophe because of 
the effects of global warming.a catastrophe happens/takes place also a 

catastrophe occurs formal Fortunately, this kind of catastrophe occurs very rarely. 

catch /kætʃ/ verb  to stop someone after you have been chasing them and not 

let them get away. Catch is often used when saying that the police find and stop 
someone who has committed a crime, in order to arrest them: State police have 

launched a massive operation to catch the murderer. The thieves were caught as they 
were leaving the building. "You can’t catch me!" she yelled, running away. If you go 
back to the city, you’re bound to get caught (=it is certain that you will be caught - a 

rather informal use).THESAURUS: catcharrestif the police arrest someone, they 

take him or her to a police station because they think that person has done something  

illegal:Wayne was arrested for dangerous driving. | The police arrested him and 
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charged him with murder.apprehend formalif the police apprehend someone they 

think has done something illegal, they catch him or her:The two men were later  

apprehended after they robbed another store. | The killers were never  

apprehended. | All of the kidnappers were apprehended and convicted.captureto catch  

an enemy or a criminal in order to keep them as a prisoner:The French king was  

captured by the English at the battle of Poitiers in 1356. | The gunmen were finally  

captured after a shoot-out with the police.take sb prisonerto catch someone,  

especially in a war, in order to keep them as a prisoner:350 soldiers were killed and 

another 300 taken prisoner. | Ellison was taken prisoner by the Germans during the 

retreat to Dunkirk.trapto make someone go to a place from which they cannot escape,  

especially by using your skill and intelligence:Police trapped the man inside a bar on  

the city’s south side.cornerto force someone into a place from which they cannot  

escape:He was cornered outside the school by three gang members.  

category AC /ˈkætəɡəri, ˈkætɪɡəri $ -ɡɔːri/ noun  a group of people or things that 

are all of the same typeADJECTIVESthe main category There are two main 
categories of evidence.a special category Until very recently, female poets were 

placed in a special category.a distinct/separate category (=clearly different from 
others) Drivers fall into two distinct categories.a broad/general category Computer 

viruses fall into three broad categories.a major category Theft is one of the major 
categories of crime.the same/a different category In my opinion, this crime belongs 
in the same category as murder.VERBSbelong to/in a category A lot of plants belong 

in this category.fall into/come into a category The data we collected fell 
into two categories.fit into a category There were classes for beginners and for 
advanced students, but I didn’t fit into either category.put/place sb/sth in a 

category I would put this book in the category of adventure story.group sb/sth into 
categories First we grouped the participants into categories by age.divide/split sth 
into categories The exhibition of 360 paintings is divided into three categories.create 

a category The government wants to create a new category for this type of 
offence.form a category This type of book forms the largest single category.a 
category includes sth This category included skilled workers such as engineers, 

carpenters, and builders.PREPOSITIONSin a category The winner in each category will 
receive a prize. 

cause1 /kɔːz $ kɒːz/ noun  1. a person, event, or thing that makes something 

happenADJECTIVESa common cause of sth Stress is a common cause of sleep 
problems.the main/primary cause of sth Smoking is the main cause of lung 
disease.a major/leading cause of sth In this country, debt is a major cause 

of homelessness. | Drug abuse is the leading cause of crime and violence.a 
direct/indirect cause Government policies are the direct cause of the problems facing 
the economy.the root cause (=the most basic cause) It is time to tackle the root 

causes of crime.the underlying cause (=the basic cause, especially one that is not 
obvious) Current treatments deal with the symptoms rather than underlying causes of 
the disease.the probable/likely cause The probable cause of the fire was an 

electrical fault.VERBSfind/discover the cause Try to discover the cause of the 
problem.determine/establish/identify the cause (=discover definitely what it is) A 
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team of experts is at the scene of the accident, trying to determine the 

cause.investigate the cause Police are still investigating the cause of the 
fire.PHRASEScause of death The official cause of death was given as drowning.die 

of/from natural causes (=die of illness, old age etc, not because of an accident or 
crime) He died from natural causes, probably a heart attack.cause and effect The 
relationship between cause and effect in mental illness is complex.2. a fact that makes 

it right or reasonable for you to feel or behave in a particular wayPHRASEScause for 
concern/alarm/worry/anxiety There is no cause for alarm.cause for 
optimism/hope This report gives considerable cause for optimism.cause for 

celebration The recent success of girls in examinations is a cause for 
celebration.cause for complaint It seems to me that the team’s supporters have 
little cause for complaint.with good cause They worry about the future, and with good 

cause.without (good) cause People were imprisoned without cause.VERBShave 
cause to do sth Many people have cause to be grateful to him.give cause for sth His 
condition is giving cause for concern.ADJECTIVESgood cause These people have good 

cause to be frightened.reasonable cause formal They had reasonable cause to believe 
that the child was being harmed.no/little cause She had no cause to mistrust 
him.3. an aim, belief, or organization that a group of people support or fight 

forADJECTIVESa good cause (=one that is worth supporting, for example a 
charity) The money we are raising is for a good cause.a just cause (=one that is good 
and right) The rebels believed that they were fighting for a just cause.a noble 

cause (=one that is morally good) He died for a noble cause.a worthy/deserving 
cause (=a good cause which deserves people’s support) The Red Cross is a 
very worthy cause.the Nationalist/Republican etc cause The election results were a 

serious blow to the Nationalist cause.VERBSsupport a cause Giving money is only one 
way of supporting a good cause.fight for a cause Young people often want to fight 
for a cause.champion a cause (=publicly support it) He has championed the cause of 

renewable energy since the 1980s.advance/further/promote a cause (=help to 
achieve an aim) He did much to advance the cause of freedom.espouse a 
cause formal (=give your support to a cause) She espoused various left-

wing causes.PHRASESbe committed to a cause (=support a cause very 
strongly) We are committed to the cause of racial justice.be sympathetic to a 
cause (=understand it, and possibly support it) They hope the new president will be 

sympathetic to their cause.all in a good cause (=done in order to help or raise money 
for people) I didn’t mind looking silly since it was all in a good cause. 

cause2 /kɔːz $ kɒːz/ verb  to make something happen, especially something 

badNOUNScause a problem Heavy rain has been causing serious problems on the 
roads.cause trouble I decided not to complain because I didn’t want to cause 
trouble.cause damage/injury These insects can cause severe damage to 

crops. | Rugby is one of the sports that are most likely to cause injury.cause a 
disease Scientists are trying to find out what causes the disease.cause pain The 
infection can cause severe pain.cause death The famine caused the death of 400,000 

people.cause an accident 75% of accidents are caused by speeding.cause a 
delay Bad weather caused delays at many airports.cause 
chaos/disruption Floods caused chaos across much of the country.cause 

concern/alarm The pollution in the area is causing concern among scientists.cause 
confusion/uncertainty Teachers say the changes will cause confusion in 
schools.cause offence/embarrassment (=offend or embarrass someone) How can I 
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refuse the invitation without causing offence?THESAURUS: causeresult in sthif  

an action or event results in something, it makes that thing happen:The fire resulted in  

the deaths of two children. | The decision is likely to result in a large number of job  

losses. | Changes to the design of car engines could result in a significant reduction in  

air pollution.lead to sthto cause something to happen eventually after a period of  

time:The information led to several arrests. | A poor diet in childhood can lead to  

health problems later in life. | Having more money does not necessarily lead to an  

increase in human happiness.be responsible for sthsb’s  

death | bombing | killing | accidentif someone or something is responsible for  

something bad, they caused it to happen:He was responsible for the deaths of  

thousands of people. | A small militant group was responsible for the bombing. | The 

court decided that the other driver was responsible for the accident.bring about 

sthchange | improvement | sb’s downfall | peaceto make something happen – 

used especially about changes or improvements:The internet has brought about  

enormous changes in society. | Their system has not brought about any improvement  

in the conditions of the average worker. | He was very rich and had lots of money, but  

this helped bring about his downfall (=made him fail). | It’s important that we do 

everything we can to bring about  

peace.triggertsunami | earthquake | wave | protests | demonstrations | anger 

| outrage | alarm | crisis | heart attackto make something suddenly happen,  

especially a natural disaster or strong angry feelings:An earthquake off Java’s southern  

coast triggered a tsunami. | The incident triggered a wave of violence. | Food price  

rises have triggered protests. | The crisis was triggered on November 1st by the 

resignation of Sir Geoffrey Howe, deputy prime minister. | His heart attack was  

triggered by the physical and emotional pressure of his  

work.precipitate formalcrisis | collapse | sb’s fall | sb’s resignation | warto make 

a very serious event happen very suddenly, which will affect a lot of people:The 

withdrawal of foreign investment would precipitate an economic crisis. | The 

government’s actions precipitated a collapse in agricultural production. | Russia’s  

devaluation of its currency precipitated the fall of the Russian government. | The 

violent riots of 1969 precipitated his resignation as prime minister. | The assassination  

of Archduke Franz Ferdinand precipitated World War I.  

caution /ˈkɔːʃən $ ˈkɒː-/ noun  the quality of being very careful to avoid danger 

or risksADJECTIVESgreat/considerable caution With great caution he moved forward 
across the ice.extreme caution Bears can be dangerous and walkers should proceed 

with extreme caution.the utmost caution Such predictions should be treated with the 
utmost caution.VERBSadvise caution We advise caution if you are buying a property 
overseas.urge caution Scientists are urging caution in research involving 

genes.exercise caution (=be careful) Travellers are advised to exercise caution while 
travelling in remote areas.caution is needed also caution is required formal Caution 
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is required when interpreting these figures.PHRASEStreat sth with caution The results 

of the survey should be treated with caution.approach sth with caution The island 
had to be approached with caution because it was surrounded by rocks.view sth with 

caution At the moment investors are viewing the shares with caution.proceed with 
caution formal You should always proceed with caution in financial matters.err on the 
side of caution (=be more careful than may be necessary) Doctors should err on the 

side of caution and do immediate tests on the child. 

cautious /ˈkɔːʃəs $ ˈkɒː-/ adjective  careful to avoid danger or risksNOUNSa 

cautious approach I think we need to take a cautious approach and not rush into a 
decision.a cautious attitude Women tend to have a more cautious attitude than men, 

and they are less likely to take risks.cautious optimism There is cautious 
optimism that the talks will result in an agreement.a cautious 
welcome/response His suggestion received a cautious response from the other 

members of the group.a cautious driver My aunt is a cautious driver and she always 
drives very slowly.VERBSremain cautious Companies remain cautious about using the 
new technology.ADVERBSextremely/highly cautious You need to be extremely 

cautious with this type of information. | They are using a highly 
cautious approach.naturally cautious Some investors are naturally 

cautious.PREPOSITIONScautious about sth Banks are more cautious about lending 

people money.THESAURUS: cautious→ careful  

cave /keɪv/ noun [C]  a large natural hole in the side of a cliff or hill, or under the 

ground: the entrance to a caveADJECTIVESa dark cave They walked out of the dark 
cave into the bright sunshine.a damp cave The cave was cold and damp.a prehistoric 
cave (=which was used thousands of years ago) These prehistoric caves were occupied 

by men and animals some 70,000 years ago.VERBSenter a cave I switched on my 
torch as we entered the cave.explore a cave If you want to explore the cave, you’ll 
need to hire a guide.live in a cave The old man lived in a cave on the side of the 

mountain.hide in a cave She escaped being captured by hiding in a cave.be trapped 
in a cave The explorers were trapped in a cave in the Jura Mountains.cave + NOUNSthe 
cave entrance also the mouth of the cave The mouth of the cave was hidden by 

some tall bushes.the cave floor also the floor of the cave They crawled along 
the floor of the cave on their hands and knees.the cave walls/ceiling also the 
walls/ceiling of a cave People drew pictures of animals on the cave walls.a cave 

system The cave is part of a much larger cave system.a cave painting Altamira is 
famous for its cave paintings.cave dwellers (=people who live in caves) The first 
people who lived on the island were primitive cave dwellers.PREPOSITIONSin a 

cave Bats often live in caves. 

CD /ˌsiː ˈdiː◂/ noun  a small circular piece of hard plastic on which sound or 

information can be storedVERBSplay a CD Shall I play my new CD?put on a 

CD (=start to play it) She put on her favourite CD and lay on the sofa.listen to a CD I 
like listening to CDs in the car.insert a CD Don’t try and insert a CD while you’re 
driving.record a CD (=play music and record it on a CD) The band has plans 

to record a CD later this year.release a CD (=make a CD available for the public to 
buy) The group have just released a new CD.burn a CD (=put music, pictures, 
information etc on it) He burned a CD of his favourite songs.CD + NOUNSa CD 

player (=a piece of equipment for playing CDs) She switched off the CD player.the CD 
drive (=the place on a computer where you put in a CD-ROM) He put the CD in the CD 
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drive.sb’s CD collection (=the CDs that someone owns) Luke has a massive CD 

collection.a CD rack (=a piece of furniture for keeping CDs in)ADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ CDa double CD (=two CDs sold together)a compilation CD (=with songs from 

several CDs, singers, or groups) 

cease /siːs/ verb  THESAURUS > stop1 (1), stop1 (2) 

ceasefire noun  an agreement to stop fighting for a period of timeADJECTIVESa 

permanent/temporary ceasefire The US called for a temporary ceasefire so food aid 
could be brought in. | Taliban fighters and Pakistani officials agreed to a permanent 
ceasefire.an immediate ceasefire The president announced an immediate ceasefire.a 

unilateral ceasefire (=declared by one side only) A unilateral ceasefire was 
announced by the government.a complete ceasefire The president has ordered 
a complete ceasefire.VERBS + ceasefiredeclare/announce a ceasefire The two 

countries have declared a ceasefire.call for/demand a ceasefire The United 
Nations called for a ceasefire in the region.agree to a ceasefire The rebels 
eventually agreed to a ceasefire.negotiate a ceasefire The African Union is attempting 

to negotiate a ceasefire.break a ceasefire The ceasefire was broken when government 
troops invaded the area.observe a ceasefire formal (=obey it) Both sides 
have observed a ceasefire for over two months.monitor a ceasefire (=check that it is 

being obeyed) UN troops have been brought in to monitor the ceasefire.ceasefire + 

VERBSa ceasefire comes into effect (=it starts) As soon as the peace agreement is 
signed, a ceasefire will come into effect.a ceasefire breaks down Fighting has begun 

again after a ceasefire broke down.a ceasefire holds (=it is not being 
broken) The ceasefire is holding for now, but the situation could change at any 
moment.ceasefire + NOUNSa ceasefire agreement He was the first of the two leaders 

to sign the ceasefire agreement.PREPOSITIONSa ceasefire between sb The ceasefire 
between the government and the rebel army lasted only a few days.PHRASESthe terms 
of a ceasefire Under the terms of the ceasefire, it was decided that both armies would 

withdraw.a violation of a ceasefire (=an action that breaks a ceasefire) The rocket 
attack was a clear violation of the ceasefire. 

ceiling /ˈsiːlɪŋ/ noun  1. the inner surface of the top part of a 

roomADJECTIVES/NOUNS + ceilinga high/low ceiling The rooms have low ceilings and 
you need to be careful not to bang your head. | The house has beautiful high 
ceilings.the kitchen/bedroom etc ceiling She looked up at the bedroom ceiling.a 

painted ceiling The house is especially notable for its 17th-century painted ceilings.a 
sloping ceiling On the top floor the bedrooms have sloping ceilings.a vaulted 
ceiling (=made up of arches) The church has huge vaulted ceilings.ceiling + NOUNSa 

ceiling fan He stared at the ceiling fan turning above his bed.a ceiling light The 
corridor had small ceiling lights all along it.VERBShang from the ceiling The 
lamp hung from the ceiling.PREPOSITIONSon the ceiling There was an enormous 

spider on the ceiling.from floor to ceiling The bookcases covered the walls from floor 
to ceiling.2. the largest number or amount of something that is officially 
allowedVERBSput/set/impose a ceiling (on sth) The government set a ceiling on the 

number of people who could come into the country to work.raise/increase the 
ceiling (on sth) Republicans in Congress have been refusing to raise the ceiling on the 

national debt.NOUNS + ceilinga price ceiling The minister decided to lift price 
ceilings on bread, milk, and other basic foods.a spending/expenditure ceiling The 
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government has promised to stick to its spending ceiling.the debt ceiling The US 

Congress must pass legislation to raise the debt ceiling. 

celebrated /ˈselɪbreɪtɪd/ adjective  THESAURUS > famous 

celebration /ˌseləˈbreɪʃən, ˌselɪˈbreɪʃən/ noun  an occasion or party when you 

celebrate somethingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + celebrationa big celebration The big 
celebration usually takes place on Christmas Eve.a small/little celebration We’re 
having a small celebration for Dad’s birthday.a special celebration There’s a special 

celebration tonight to mark the school’s 50th anniversary.Christmas/New 
Year/wedding etc celebrations They invited me to join in their New Year 
celebrations. | The wedding celebrations can last for a week or more.a 

birthday/anniversary celebration He is planning a very special 40th birthday 
celebration. | It was the college’s 150th anniversary celebration last night.a family 
celebration Everyone’s coming here for a family celebration.a victory 

celebration Some football fans were arrested during the victory celebrations.a double 
celebration (=for two good things) It’s a double celebration for our first wedding 
anniversary and my birthday.centenary celebrations (=celebrating 100 years after a 

special event) A special committee was formed to organize the centenary 
celebrations.VERBShave a celebration The villagers were having a celebration of some 
kind.hold/host a celebration formal The company is holding a celebration for its 75th 

anniversary.go to a celebration also attend a celebration formal He was too ill 
to attend his son’s birthday celebrations.join in the celebrations You’re welcome to 
come and join in the celebrations!celebration + NOUNSa celebration 

dinner/meal/party There will be a celebration dinner at the Red Lion 
Hotel.PREPOSITIONSa celebration of/for sth He took an active role in celebrations 
for the town’s 50th anniversary.PHRASESa celebration takes place The celebrations 

took place in a stadium.a celebration to mark sth (=a celebration of something) They 
are organizing celebrations to mark the completion of the building. 

celebrity /səˈlebrəti/ noun  a famous living personADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ celebritya TV/television celebrity He is one of Britain’s most famous TV 
celebrities.a major/minor celebrity He became a minor celebrity after appearing on a 
reality TV show. | Have you ever met a major celebrity?a sports celebrity Sports 

celebrities can make a lot of money from advertising.a media celebrity (=one who is 
seen a lot on television, in magazines etc) She’s a famous fashion model and media 
celebrity.a national/international celebrity This exclusive resort 

attracts international celebrities.a local celebrity They’ve invited a local celebrity to 
open the new shopping centre.an A-list celebrity (=very famous) The restaurant is 
very fashionable and popular with A-list celebrities.a B-list celebrity (=quite 

famous) Several B-list celebrities were at the party.a Z-list celebrity (=a very minor 
celebrity) I didn’t recognize most of the Z-list celebrities on the show.celebrity + 

NOUNSa celebrity guest He has interviewed many celebrity guests on his radio 

show.celebrity status (=someone’s position as a celebrity) She used her celebrity 
status to raise money for charity.celebrity gossip (=stories about celebrities, 
especially about their private lives) ‘NOW’ magazine brings you the latest celebrity 

gossip.celebrity culture (=in which people pay a lot of attention to 
celebrities) Magazines, TV, and the internet are obsessed with celebrity culture.a 
celebrity magazine (=containing pictures and stories about celebrities) Nearly 3 

million celebrity magazines are sold each week in Britain.a celebrity couple Brad Pitt 
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and Angelina Jolie are one of the best-known celebrity couples.a celebrity chef (=one 

who is often seen cooking on television) He’s a celebrity chef who has published several 
recipe books. 

cell /sel/ noun  the smallest part of a living thing that can exist 

independentlyADJECTIVES/NOUNS + cella blood/nerve/brain/muscle etc cell No 
new brain cells are produced after birth.a human/animal/plant cell How do viruses 
get inside plant cells?a living/dead cell Every living cell has a nucleus.a 

normal/abnormal cell The test enables doctors to detect abnormal cells.a cancer 
cell Already there are many treatments which destroy cancer cells.a healthy 
cell Drugs that kill cancer cells also kill healthy cells.a red cell (=the most common 

type of blood cell) The red cells carry the oxygen.a white cell (=a type of blood cell 
that defends your body against disease) In leukaemia there is an abnormal and 
excessive formation of white cells.a stem cell (=one that divides and repairs the body, 

and may be used in medical treatment) Stem cells could be used to replace any body 
part.VERBSa cell divides White blood cells divide rapidly.cell + NOUNSthe cell 
wall (=the outside part of a cell) The cell walls of plants are made from a tough 

material called cellulose.cell division The embryo grows by cell division.a cell 
count (=the number of cells in a particular amount of blood) A healthy person’s red cell 

count is close to 1,000. 

cell phone cellphone /ˈselfəʊn $ -foʊn/ noun AmE  a small phone that you can 

carry with youVERBScall sb on his/her cell phone Why don’t you call him on his cell 
phone?use a cell phone It is illegal to use a cell phone while driving.a cell phone 

rings Her cell phone started ringing in the middle of the meeting.switch on/off a cell 
phone Please make sure that your cell phone is switched off.charge a cell 
phone (=put electricity into it) How often do you charge your cell phone?ADJECTIVESa 

hands-free cell phone States should ban drivers from using hands-free cell 
phones.cell phone + NOUNSa cell phone number What is your cell phone number?a 
cell phone company Which cell phone company do you use?a cell phone call The 

company is offering unlimited free cell phone calls at weekends.a cell phone 
ringtone (=the sound it makes when it rings) You can download cell phone 
ringtones from our website.a cell phone camera He was taking photos with his cell 

phone camera.PREPOSITIONSon a cell phone She was speaking on her cell 

phone.from a cell phone I can’t make calls from my cell phone. Cell phone is used  

in American English. In British English, people say mobile phone,  

or mobile (informal).In more formal American English, people say cellular phone.  

In informal American English, people say cell.  

censor /ˈsensə $ -ər/ verb  to remove parts of books, films, letters etc, because 

they are considered unsuitable for political, moral, or religious reasonsADVERBSbe 

heavily censored (=a lot of parts have been removed) The report had been heavily 
censored by the authorities. 

censorship /ˈsensəʃɪp $ -ər-/ noun  removing parts of books, films, letters etc, 

because they are considered unsuitable for political, moral, or religious 
reasonsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + censorshipgovernment censorship Newspaper reports 
about the war are subject to government censorship.political censorship The decision 
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to ban the film resulted in accusations of political censorship.strict/heavy 

censorship There was heavy censorship of all letters sent by prisoners.press/media 
censorship (=censorship of newspapers, television etc) I don’t agree with press 

censorship – I think it goes against the right to free speech.film censorship Film 
censorship was controlled by a special government department.VERBSimpose 
censorship on sth (=start controlling what is said or written and remove parts that 

are considered unsuitable) The authorities imposed strict censorship on all newspapers 
and television networks.PREPOSITIONScensorship of sth In some countries there is 
strict censorship of the media.PHRASESthe abolition of censorship Some people are 

calling for the abolition of censorship. 

census /ˈsensəs/ noun  an occasion when there is an official count of all the 

people who live in a country, and other information about them is also 
recordedADJECTIVESa national census A national census is going to be held next 

year.an official census The first official census of England and Wales was on March 
10th 1801.an annual census This document contains the results of the annual 
census.VERBScarry out a census also conduct a census formal A census used to 

be carried out every ten years in the UK.census + NOUNSa census form Have you filled 
in your census form yet?census figures/data Census figures show that Ireland’s 

population is growing by more than 2% each year.the census records The census 
records from 1841 to 1911 are available online.PREPOSITIONSin a census Academics 
rely on information gathered in the national census.according to a census According 

to the census, average household incomes have fallen by about 4 percent. 

central /ˈsentrəl/ adjective  most importantNOUNSa central role/part The 

report emphasizes the central role of science in industry.a central feature This mix of 
cultures is a central feature of modern British society.a central issue Education is 

a central issue for the government.a central concern Environmental problems are now 
a central concern.a central theme/idea What would you say is the central theme of 
the book? | This was a central idea in Marxist theory.a central figure During this time 

he was a central figure in American politics.the central question The central 
question is: could this accident have been prevented?the central argument Let’s 
consider the central argument for reducing the voting age.PREPOSITIONScentral to 

sth Her religion was central to her life.PHRASESof central importance The mining 

industry was of central importance to the country’s economy.THESAURUS: 

central→ main 

central heating /ˌsentrəl ˈhiːtɪŋ/ noun  a system of heating buildings in which 

water or air is heated in one place and then sent around the rest of the building through 
pipesVERBSswitch on/off the central heating also turn on/off the central 
heating We don’t usually switch on the central heating till October.turn up/down the 

central heating (=make it hotter or less hot) It was getting rather cold, so she turned 
up the central heating.install central heating (=put it in a house) They got rid of the 
coal fire and installed gas central heating.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + central heatinggas-

fired/gas central heating The house has gas-fired central heating.oil-fired/oil 
central heating Oil-fired central heating can be very expensive.central heating + 

NOUNSa central heating system We need to install a new central heating 

system. The part of the central heating system that burns gas or oil to produce heat is  



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [306] 

called the boiler. The thin metal objects that heat the rooms are called  

the radiators.  

centre BrE center AmE /ˈsentə $ -ər/ noun  1. the middle of an area or 

objectNOUNS + centrethe city/town centre The government has its main offices in the 
city centre.ADJECTIVESthe very centre In the very centre of the room was a large 
round table.the exact centre She placed the cake in the exact centre of the 

plate.PREPOSITIONSthe centre of sth Check that the centre of the cake is cooked.in 
the centre There was a fountain in the centre of the courtyard.at the centre People 
used to believe that the Earth was at the centre of the universe.through the 

centre 10,000 protesters marched through the centre of London.PHRASESright in the 

centre The hotel is right in the centre of the village, close to all the shops. At the  

centre is also often used when emphasizing that something is very important: Poetry  

has always been at the centre of her life. 2. a place where there is a lot of a particular 

type of business or activityADJECTIVES/NOUNS + centrea financial centre Boston is a 
leading financial centre.a business/commercial centre The company has branches 
worldwide in 15 major business centres.a trading centre The town was a trading 

centre for the Romans.a cultural centre Paris was then the cultural centre of Europe.a 
tourist centre Our destination was Queenstown, a tourist centre set amid mountains 
and lakes.a major/important centre The region has been named as a major 

centre of international terrorism.a world/international/national centre The Asian 
Pacific Rim is a world centre of economic activity. | The gardens are a national 
centre for botanical research.PREPOSITIONSa centre of/for sth Zurich is an 

international centre of finance. | The city became a centre for the paper industry.3. a 
building which is used for a particular purpose or activityADJECTIVES/NOUNS + centrea 
shopping centre They are building a huge new shopping centre just outside the 

town.a sports centre You could join an exercise class at your local sports centre.an 
arts centre (=for art, music, theatre, film etc) Shall we go to the concert at the arts 
centre on Saturday?a conference centre Westgate Hotel has 60 bedrooms and 

a conference centre.a tourist information centre For further details contact the 
Tourist Information Centre.a visitor centre The forest has a visitor centre with a shop 
and café.a research centre A new research centre has just been opened at King’s 

College Hospital.a training centre He was a new recruit at the police training centre.a 
health/medical centre The village has a small school and a health centre.a 
community centre (=where people can go for social events, classes etc) The church is 

used as a community centre.a youth centre BrE (=where young people can go to 
meet and take part in activities) The money will be used to provide a youth centre.a 
leisure centre BrE (=for sport and other leisure activities) There’s a leisure centre with 

a swimming pool, a sauna, and a gymnasium.a day centre/day care 
centre BrE (=where old, sick etc people can go during the day to be looked after) A 

new day centre for the over 70s has recently opened.a garden centre BrE (=a big 
shop where you can buy plants and equipment for your garden) The garden 
centre stocks a wide variety of houseplants.a job centre (=a place in Britain where 

jobs are advertised) I got the job through an advertisement at the job 
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centre.PREPOSITIONSa centre for sth He is a senior economist at the Centre 

for Economic and Business Research. 

century /ˈsentʃəri/ noun  one of the 100-year periods before or after the year of 

Christ’s birth, or any period of 100 yearsADJECTIVESthe 18th/20th etc century The 

movie is set in the 18th century. | He has a collection of 19th-century art.the 
early/mid/late 18th/20th etc century By the late nineteenth century, the town had 
a population of over 10,000.the last/next century The house was built in the early 

part of the last century.this century also the present century formal The present 
century has seen a big rise in international terrorism.Don’t say in this century. Just 

say this century. When talking about a century before Christ’s birth, use BC (Before  

Christ): Polybius lived in Rome in the second century BC. If you need to make it clear  

that you mean a century after Christ’s birth, use AD: This work was probably written  

in the third century AD. VERBSdate from the 15th/18th etc century (=something 

was built, made, or started at that time) The present church dates from the 13th 

century.a century sees something (=used when saying that something happens 
during that century) The nineteenth century saw major developments in 
science.PREPOSITIONSin the 18th/20th etc century The game was invented in the 

sixteenth century.for centuries This plant has been used for centuries to reduce 
pain.during a century During this century, the US became the most powerful nation 

on earth.throughout a century Throughout the eighteenth century, houses had 
relatively little furniture.PHRASESthe beginning of the century At the beginning of 
the century, there were more single than married people.the end of the century He 

wrote his books towards the end of the 19th century.the turn of the century (=the 
time when one century ends and another begins) The town was expanding at the turn 
of the century.the first/second half of the century In the second half of the century, 

people’s wages began to rise.the early/latter part of the century The latter part of 
the century saw great progress in organic chemistry.the early/middle/last years of 
the century The castle’s history begins in the last years of the ninth century.the 

first/second/last etc decade of the century These three writers were born in the 
first decade of the nineteenth century.half a century/a quarter of a century The 
civil war lasted for half a century. 

ceremony /ˈserəməni, ˈserɪməni $ -moʊni/ noun  a formal event, when people 

say or do special or traditional thingsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + ceremonya religious 
ceremony Did you have a religious ceremony when you got married?a special 

ceremony The winners will receive their awards at a special ceremony in London.a 
short/brief ceremony He became acting president in a brief ceremony yesterday.a 
simple ceremony The gymnasium was opened in a simple ceremony on 26 May.a 

grand/elaborate ceremony The inhabitants of the town organized a grand 
ceremony to mark the occasion.a solemn ceremony (=a very serious one) There 
was a solemn ceremony in the city cathedral.a traditional ceremony African 

traditional marriage ceremonies were not recognized by the state.a 
wedding/marriage ceremony It was a beautiful wedding ceremony.a civil 
ceremony (=a wedding ceremony that is not a religious one) They married in a 

registrar’s office, in a civil ceremony.a funeral ceremony Funeral ceremonies have 
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been held since ancient times.the opening/closing ceremony (=at the beginning or 

end of a special event) I stayed for the closing ceremony.a prize-giving/awards 
ceremony A prize-giving ceremony will take place tomorrow night at the 

university. | the annual television awards ceremonya graduation ceremony His proud 
parents attended his graduation ceremony.an inauguration ceremony (=when 
someone becomes president, chancellor etc) It was the nation’s 53rd inauguration 

ceremony.a swearing-in ceremony (=in which someone starting a public job 
promises to do it well) the presidential swearing-in ceremonya coronation 
ceremony (=for a new king or queen) Queen Elizabeth’s coronation ceremony took 

place in 1953.an initiation ceremony (=in which someone officially becomes an adult, 
a member of a group etc) tribal initiation ceremoniesa naming ceremony (=to name a 
baby, without a religious service) Many people opt for a naming ceremony rather than a 

christening.an unveiling ceremony (=to show the public something new, for example 
a work of art) He attended the statue’s unveiling ceremony.the tea ceremony (=a 
traditional ceremony in Japan for preparing and serving tea) It is Japan’s leading school 

for teaching the tea ceremony.VERBShold a ceremony A ceremony was held in Berlin 
to mark the occasion.attend a ceremony (=be at it) I attended the ceremony at the 
cathedral.perform/conduct a ceremony (=be in charge of it) The Bishop of 

Louisiana performed the ceremony.a ceremony marks sth (=it is done to celebrate 
it) The ceremony marks the beginning of adulthood.PHRASESa ceremony takes 
place The ceremony took place on 13 June at 2.30.take part in a ceremony Women 

will be taking part in the ceremony for the first time.be present at a ceremony The 
French ambassador was present at the ceremony. 

certain /ˈsɜːtn $ ˈsɜːr-/ adjective  1. confident and sure, without any 

doubtsADVERBSabsolutely/completely certain He was absolutely certain that he was 
right.almost certain I’m almost certain I left my keys on the kitchen table.fairly 
certain also pretty certain informal The team was fairly certain they would 

win.VERBSfeel certain She felt certain that he did not intend to harm 
her.PREPOSITIONScertain about/of sth You can’t be certain about anything these 
days. | He would be home soon. She was certain of that.2. if something is certain, it 

will definitely happen or is definitely trueADVERBSalmost/virtually certain It is almost 
certain that she is innocent.VERBSit seems certain (that)... It now seems certain 
that he will have to resign.seem/look/appear certain to do sth The mission seemed 

certain to end in failure.NOUNScertain death They escaped certain death by jumping 
out of the car before it went over the cliff.certain defeat The team seemed to be 
heading for certain defeat.PHRASESby no means certain/far from certain (=not 

certain at all) Victory was by no means certain. | Success is far from 

certain.THESAURUS: certaindefiniteanswer | decision | plan | dateif  

something is definite, it is certain because someone has officially stated that it will  

happen, is true etc:I hope you can give me a definite answer soon. | We must now 

make a definite decision about which one to buy. | I haven’t got any definite plans for  

the holidays yet. | No definite date has been set for the wedding.inevitableif  

something, especially something bad, is inevitable, it is certain to happen and you 

cannot do anything to prevent it:War now seems inevitable. | It was inevitable that he 

would find out her secret sooner or later. | Facial wrinkles are the inevitable result of  
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aging.be bound toif something is bound to happen, it is very likely to happen,  

especially because that is what usually happens in that kind of situation. Be bound 

to is less formal than certain and is very common in everyday spoken English:The 

kids are bound to be hungry when they get home. | My car broke down today. It was  

bound to happen sooner or later.be assured of sth formalto be certain to get  

something good, or to be successful:After the success of its recent single, the band is  

now assured of a contract with a major record company. | He is virtually assured  

of becoming the next prime minister.sth is a foregone conclusionif something is a  

foregone conclusion, its result is certain even though it has not happened yet:They 

were winning by such a large margin that victory seemed to be a foregone conclusion.  

certainly /ˈsɜːtnli $ ˈsɜːr-/ adverb [sentence adverb]  without any 

doubtADVERBSalmost certainly They have almost certainly gone home.most 
certainly (=used when you are very sure about something) “Giving up smoking has 

made a real difference.” “It most certainly has.”Certainly not! “Are you going with 

him?” “Certainly not!”THESAURUS: certainlyundoubtedlyused when saying that  

you are completely sure about something. Undoubtedly sounds more certain and a  

little more formal than certainly:They are undoubtedly the better team. | Undoubtedly  

it will be a huge shock for him. | The furniture, although undoubtedly fashionable, was  

a little too plain for my taste.there is no doubtused when you are completely sure 

about something:There is no doubt that violence on TV influences children. | He’s  

definitely innocent. There’s no doubt about that.without (a) doubtused when you are 

completely sure about something:She was without doubt one of Mexico’s finest  

artists. | There would be, without a doubt, some perfectly ordinary explanation for his  

behaviour.  

certificate /səˈtɪfɪkət $ sər-/ noun  an official document that states information 

about someone or something, or shows that someone has a 
qualificationADJECTIVES/NOUNS + certificatea birth/marriage/death certificate In 

order to get a passport, you’ll need your birth certificate. | According to his death 
certificate, he died aged 44.a medical certificate In the UK, you need to produce 
a medical certificate if you are off work for more than a week.a degree 

certificate (=showing that someone has a degree) I need to send them a copy of my 
degree certificate.a teaching certificate (=showing that someone is qualified to 
teach) All the staff have teaching certificates.a share certificate (=showing what 

shares someone owns) She kept official letters and share certificates in a locked case.a 
firearms certificate (=allowing someone to have a gun) He admitted possessing the 
gun without a firearms certificate.VERBShave a certificate also hold a 

certificate formal Do you have a teaching certificate?get/obtain a certificate She is 
studying to obtain a certificate in athletic training.issue a 
certificate The certificate will be issued upon payment of the fee.receive a 

certificate Everyone who takes part in the race receives a certificate.PREPOSITIONSa 
certificate of sth The diamonds have a certificate of origin (=something that shows 
where they come from). 
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chain /tʃeɪn/ noun  1. a series of events, things, or people in which each one is 

connected to or follows the one beforePHRASESa chain of events His resignation 
began the chain of events that led to her downfall.a chain of command (=a system in 
which orders or decisions are passed down) This decision can only be made be someone 

higher up the chain of command.a link in the chain As the least experienced member 
of the team, he was seen as the weak link in the chain.ADJECTIVESa long chain This 
was just one of a long chain of events leading up to the war.an unbroken chain The 

farm had been handed down from father to son in an unbroken chain for six 
generations.an endless chain She sat smoking an endless chain of cigarettes.NOUNS 

+ chainthe food chain (=things that eat and are eaten by other things) Predators such 

as lions are at the top of the food chain.the supply chain (=the way goods etc are 
sold and passed on) We can trace raw materials back through the supply chain to the 
producer.chain + NOUNSa chain reaction (=a series of related events, in which each 

one causes the next one) The failure of one bank could set off a chain reaction.2. a 
number of shops, hotels etc owned by the same company or personADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ chaina big/major/large chain It is one of Europe’s biggest clothing chains.a 

national/nationwide chain He was head of a national chain of grocery stores.an 
international/global chain It has expanded into a global chain with 258 stores in 15 

countries.a hotel/restaurant chain Hilton is an international hotel chain.a 
supermarket chain Many people buy all their food at one of the major supermarket 
chains.a department store/video store/food store etc chain Morgan was the 

owner of a computer store chain.a grocery/fashion/fast-food etc chain These are 
two of Florida’s largest grocery chains.a retail chain formal (=a chain of shops that 
sell goods to the public) Large retail chains usually want to expand and build more 

stores.chain + NOUNSa chain store She buys all her clothes from chain 
stores.PREPOSITIONSa chain of stores/hotels/restaurants etc He owned a chain 
of jewellery stores.PHRASESbe part of a chain The hotel is part of a chain.3. people or 

things which are connected or next to each other forming a lineADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ chaina mountain chain The town lies at the end of the Jura mountain chain.an 
island chain A huge earthquake shook an island chain north of Japan on Wednesday.a 

human chain (=a large number of people who form a line to do something) Riot police 
formed human chains to block demonstrators.a daisy chain (=a necklace of 
flowers) She sat on the grass making daisy chains.a long chain I could see a long 

chain of tiny lights.PREPOSITIONSa chain of things Most fabrics are made of 
long chains of molecules.VERBSform a chain They formed a human chain and passed 
buckets of water along to put out the fire. 

chair /tʃeə $ tʃer/ noun  a piece of furniture for one person to sit on, which has a 

backVERBSsit in/on a chair She sat in her favourite chair.pull/draw up a 
chair (=move a chair nearer someone or something) Pull up a chair and look at these 

pictures.take a chair (=sit down in one in a particular place) Brian took a chair beside 
his wife.sink/slump/flop into a chair (=sit down in a tired or unhappy way) Greg 
groaned and sank into his chair.collapse in/into a chair (=sit down suddenly because 

you are very tired or upset) Eileen collapsed into a chair and burst out crying.get up 
from your chair also rise from your chair formal He got up from his chair and 
walked to the window.jump up from your chair (=get up quickly) “Look at the time! 

she cried,” jumping up from her chair.push back your chair (=in order to get 
up) He pushed back his chair and stood up.lean back in your chair He leant back in 
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his chair and took out his pipe.lounge in a chair (=sit in one in a very relaxed 

way) Everyone was outside, lounging in chairs in the sun.ADJECTIVESa comfortable 
chair also a comfy chair informal There was a low glass table surrounded 

by comfortable chairs.a hard chair I sat on a hard chair in the corridor and waited.an 
empty chair (=with no one using it) He put his feet on an empty chair.a 
wooden/plastic/leather etc chair In the kitchen was a table with six wooden 

chairs around it.a folding chair (=one which you can fold so it is flat) People were 
sitting on blankets or folding chairs, listening to the outdoor concert.chair + NOUNSa 

chair leg/arm/back/seat The chair leg has broken. Prepositions with chairYou  

sit on a hard chair. You sit in a soft comfortable chair.  

chairman /ˈtʃeəmən $ ˈtʃer-/ noun  the person who is in charge of an 

organization, committee, or meetingVERBSappoint sb chairman He was appointed 

Chairman of the World Cup Organizing Committee.elect sb chairman The board of 
directors elected her chairman.take over as chairman He will take over as 
chairman of the airline SpiceJet.serve as chairman He has served as chairman of the 

US firm since 2010.a chairman resigns/stands down The chairman was forced 
to resign following the scandal.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + chairmana 
company/committee/club chairman The club chairman is responsible for hiring and 

firing managers.a party chairman She was elected party chairman by a large 
majority.the deputy/vice chairman (=the position directly below the chairman) She 

is deputy chairman of the school’s Parent-Teacher Association.the executive 
chairman The executive chairman is involved in the company’s day-to-day 
management.an honorary chairman He has served as honorary chairman for three 

years.the current chairman Who is the current chairman of the African Union?the 
former chairman He is the former chairman of a firm of accountants.the incoming 
chairman (=who will soon start) The incoming chairman has promised to make some 

major changes.the outgoing chairman (=who will soon finish) The outgoing 
chairman will retire next month.PREPOSITIONSthe chairman of a 
company/committee/meeting He became chairman of the company about five 

years ago. Chairman, chairwoman, chairperson, or chair?Chairman is used  

about both men and women. People often use chairperson or chair instead  

of chairman, to avoid the reference to men.You can also call a  

female chairman a chairwoman.  

challenge1 AC /ˈtʃæləndʒ, ˈtʃælɪndʒ/ noun  something that tests your ability or 

skill, especially in a way that is interestingADJECTIVESa big/great/huge/major 
challenge The bridge will be a major challenge for the engineers.biggest/greatest 

challenge Our biggest challenge is finding the money.a new/fresh challenge Ross is 
looking for a fresh challenge.a tough/formidable/daunting challenge (=a very 
difficult one) The mountain presents a formidable challenge to climbers.a real 

challenge Winning the championship will be a real challenge.a serious 
challenge These problems pose a serious challenge for the government.an 
intellectual/physical/technical etc challenge I enjoy the intellectual challenge of 

solving problems.VERBSface a challenge The new government faces some 
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difficult challenges.meet a challenge (=deal with it successfully) I am confident that 

we can meet the challenge.rise to the challenge (=find the skills, abilities etc you 
need to deal with it successfully) It was a difficult project but we rose 

to the challenge.deal with/tackle a challenge Governments have only just begun 
to deal with the challenge of global warming.accept/take up a challenge The new 
team captain says he is ready to take up the challenge.like/love/enjoy a 

challenge also relish a challenge more formal She is relishing the challenge of 
learning a new language.respond to a challenge (=do something to deal with it) We 
must respond to the challenge of global warming.represent/constitute a 

challenge This game represents the biggest challenge of his career.present/pose a 
challenge (=be a difficult challenge) Large classes present a challenge for 
teachers.provide a challenge Her new job provided a real challenge.a challenge 

faces/confronts sb There are many challenges facing our country today. 

challenge2 AC /ˈtʃæləndʒ/ verb  to question whether something is right, fair, or 

legal, or question whether someone has the authority to do somethingNOUNSchallenge 
a decision/ruling She plans to challenge the court’s decision.challenge an 

idea/notion/view He was one of the first people to challenge the idea that the Sun 
went around the Earth.challenge an assumption Duchamp challenges all 

our assumptions about art.challenge a 
claim/argument/statement They challenged the claim that carbon dioxide emissions 
contributed to global warming.challenge a stereotype/preconception The 

book challenges the stereotype that women are better at looking after 
children.challenge sb’s authority The manager thought he was trying 
to challenge her authority.challenge the legality/validity of sth Many people 

have challenged the legality of the war.ADVERBSsuccessfully/unsuccessfully 
challenge sth The company successfully challenged the ruling in the High 
Court.strongly/vigorously challenge sth They will vigorously challenge any attempt 

to change the law.openly/publicly challenge sth Anyone who openly challenges his 
authority risks severe punishment.directly challenge sth They did not directly 
challenge the system, but worked to change it. 

challenging adjective  THESAURUS > difficult 

champion /ˈtʃæmpiən/ noun  someone or something that has won a 

competition, especially in sportADJECTIVES/NOUNS + championa 

world/European/national champion At 22, he was the youngest world champion in 
the history of the game.an Olympic champion She’s a top international athlete and 
an Olympic champion.the defending/reigning champion (=the one who won last 

time) He defeated the defending champion in the National Grand Prix.a former 
champion He is a former world heavyweight champion.a great champion Like 
all great champions, he is dedicated to his sport.a worthy champion (=one who 

deserves to be champion) The Australians played well and are worthy champions.a 
two-time/three-time etc champion The five-time Wimbledon champion was beaten 
yesterday in a thrilling match.a junior champion (=in a young age group) The cycling 

team includes the British junior champion, Andrew Wright.a boxing/tennis/golf etc 
champion He became the world boxing champion at the age of 22.the 100/200 etc 

metres champion She is the world 100 metres champion.a 
heavyweight/middleweight/featherweight etc champion (=one in a particular 
group of boxers, according to their weight) Graham’s reign as middleweight 
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champion ended last night.champion + NOUNSa champion swimmer/boxer/cyclist 

etc Dan had been a champion swimmer in high school.VERBSbecome champion It 
took him only three years to become champion.be crowned champion (=become 

champion) The next year, the team were crowned rugby champions of the 
world.PHRASESa champion defends his/her title (=tries to win the title again in the 
next competition) He saw the world heavyweight champion Jack 

Dempsey defend his title against Gene Tunney. 

championship /ˈtʃæmpiənʃɪp/ noun  a competition to find which player or team 

is the best in a particular sportADJECTIVES/NOUNS + championshipthe world 
championship Twenty-nine nations competed in the world championship.a 

national/international championship It was the final game of the international 
championship.the British/European etc championship The team failed to qualify 
for the European Championship.a golf/swimming/tennis championship The 

Women’s Golf Championship was won by Paula Creamer.the league 
championship (=in which a group of soccer teams play against each other) (=for a 
particular group of teams or players) Arsenal are expected to win the League 

Championship this year.a major championship He has never won a major 
championship.a junior championship (=for younger players or teams) She reached 

the final of the junior championship when she was 15.VERBSwin/lose a 
championship He won three national championships at Oklahoma. | We lost the 
championship on the last day.take the championship informal (=win it) Everyone was 

surprised when we took the championship again.compete in/take part in a 
championship Players from all over the world will be taking part 
in the championship.qualify for a championship (=be good enough to be in it) Only 

26 players will qualify for the World Championship.a championship is held/takes 
place The championships are being held next Sunday at the San Jose Arena. | The 
world indoor athletics championships take place every 2 years.championship + NOUNSa 

championship game/race/fight He was playing in his first championship game of 
the season.the championship finals His team lost in the European Championship 
finals.a championship competition/tournament When is the next 

motorcycling championship competition?the championship winner The championship 
winner will receive $100,000.a championship series (=a number of competitions) The 
Texas Rangers won the American League Championship series.a championship 

title (=the position of being the winner in a sports competition) He’s trying to hold onto 
his world championship title.a championship record (=the best score, time etc ever 
in a championship) Christie’s time was a championship record of 6.64 seconds.a 

championship victory/success It is his fourth championship victory in a 
row.PREPOSITIONSin a championship He came second in the championship. 

chance /tʃɑːns $ tʃæns/ noun  1. the possibility that something will happen, 

especially something you wantADJECTIVESa good/strong chance (=something seems 
likely) I think there is a good chance that he will say yes.a high chance (=something 
seems very likely) These diseases have a high chance of being passed on to the next 

generation.every chance (=a good chance) There’s every chance that the baby will 
survive.a small/slight/slim chance He only has a very small chance of being 
elected. | There’s a slight chance of some sunshine in the west.little/not much 

chance The prisoners knew there was little chance of escape. | There is not much 
chance of her being found alive.no chance There is no chance of the same thing 
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happening again.some chance There’s some chance of snow later this week.a 

real/realistic chance Only go to court if you think you have a realistic chance of 
winning.a reasonable/decent chance If you study, you have a reasonable chance of 

passing the test.a one in three/four/ten etc chance People in their 30s have a one 
in 3,000 chance of getting the disease.a 50-50 chance/an even chance (=an equal 
chance that something will or will not happen) I’d say there is a 50–50 chance that the 

deal will go through.a million-to-one/one in a million chance (=something is 
extremely unlikely) It must have been a million-to-one chance that we’d meet.a 
sporting chance (=a fairly good chance) The proposals had at least a sporting 

chance of being accepted.a fighting chance (=a small but real chance) The 
Republican Party has a fighting chance at the next election.an outside/remote 
chance (=a very small chance) He still has an outside chance of winning the 

championship.VERBShave a chance of doing sth I think you have a good chance 
of getting the job.give sb a chance These treatments give the patient a high chance of 
survival.increase/improve the chance of sth The book shows you how to improve 

your chance of success. | A few simple precautions increase your chances of escaping 
from a house fire.reduce/lessen the chance of sth The talks were aimed at reducing 
the chance of war.ruin the chance of sth His behaviour ruined any chance of her 

marrying him.jeopardize the chance of sth (=make something much less likely to 
happen) This could jeopardize any chance of peace.rate sb’s chances (=say how likely 
you think someone is to do something) I don’t rate her chances too highly.PHRASESsb’s 

chances of success What are the team’s chances of success?sb doesn’t stand a 
chance (=they do not have a chance) I didn’t think that we stood a chance against 
such an experienced team.be in with a chance (=it is possible that someone can win, 

succeed etc) He knows that he is still in with a chance of winning the election.give sb a 
50-50/20% etc chance (=say how likely you think it is that someone will do 
something) He has been given a fifty-fifty chance of being fit for Sunday’s game.sb’s 

chances of survival After the accident, his parents were told that his chances of 
survival were slim.(the) chances are (=it is likely that) Chances are you’ll be 
fine.2. an opportunity to do somethingVERBS + chanceget/have the chance to do 

sth I’d like a job in which I get the chance to travel. | I’m sorry, I haven’t had a chance 
to look at it yet.give sb/offer/provide the chance to do sth I was given the 
chance to play the main part in the play. | Sport provides a chance for you to get 

outside with friends.take a chance (=accept an opportunity) If I was offered 
the chance to be in the team, I’d take it.deserve a chance Every kid deserves a 
chance in life.wait for a chance Ralph was waiting for a chance to introduce 

himself.jump at a chance (=use an opportunity eagerly) Ed jumped at the chance to 
earn some extra money. | If someone invited me over to Florida, I’d jump at the 
chance.grab/seize a chance (=quickly use an opportunity) As soon as she stopped 

speaking, I grabbed the chance to leave.deny sb the chance (=stop someone having 
an opportunity) She could not deny him the chance of becoming a father.miss/lose a 
chance (=not use an opportunity) He missed a chance to score just before half 

time.pass up/turn down a chance (=not accept or use an 
opportunity) Imagine passing up a chance to go to America!throw away/squander a 

chance also blow a chance informal (=not accept or use an opportunity by being 
careless or stupid) Your parents will be angry if you throw away the chance to go to 
college. | He thought he’d blown his chance of happiness.welcome the chance to do 

sth I’d welcome the chance to discuss the problem with someone.relish the chance to 
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do sth (=enjoy having the chance to do something) They obviously relished the chance 

to play together again.chance + VERBSa chance comes up also a chance 
arises formal (=it happens) When the chance came up, we took it.a chance 

comes His one chance came just before half time.a chance slips away/by Don’t let 
this chance slip away.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + chanceanother chance/a second 
chance The interview went badly, and I didn’t think they would give me a second 

chance.sb’s last/only chance This is my last chance to try to pass the exam.a 
good/great chance Temporary work gives you a good chance to try out different 
jobs.a real chance I haven’t yet had a real chance to talk to her about it.sb’s big 

chance (=a good and important one) This is your big chance to show everyone how 
good you are.a fair chance Did everyone have a fair chance to express their opinion?a 
rare chance Visitors will get a rare chance to see inside a working mine.sb’s life 

chances (=someone’s chance to have a good job and successful life) These children 
have not had the life chances that we take for granted.PREPOSITIONSa chance for 
sth The event provides a chance for open discussion.a chance at sth Everyone 

deserves a chance at happiness.PHRASESthe chance of a lifetime (=one that you are 
very unlikely to have again) If you don’t decide soon, you’ll have missed the chance of 
a lifetime.now is your chance (=you have the opportunity to do something now) If 

you ever wanted to be in a movie, now’s your chance.given half a chance/given a 
chance (=if there is any opportunity to do something) Goats will eat anything, given 
half a chance. 

change1 /tʃeɪndʒ/ verb  1. to become differentADVERBSchange a lot/a great 

deal/considerably The town has changed a lot since I was last here.change 
completely/totally His life had completely changed since he met Anya.change 

dramatically (=a lot, especially in a surprising way) The landscape has changed 
dramatically over the past hundred years.change 
fundamentally/radically/drastically (=completely, in a way that has a big 

effect) The political situation has fundamentally changed since the election.change 
slightly/a little After she died, the world seemed to change slightly. | The 
wind changed slightly and there was a hint of rain in the air.change 

rapidly/quickly The market for phones is changing rapidly.sb/sth has hardly 
changed (=they are almost the same as before) In 60 years the school had hardly 
changed.change slowly/gradually Working conditions are gradually changing, with 

an increase in the number of people working longer hours.change constantly/all the 
time The English language is changing all the time.change 
permanently/forever Something happened that would change her 

life forever.change overnight (=very suddenly) My financial position changed 
overnight and I was suddenly trying to think of ways of spending money.change 
irrevocably (=in a way that is impossible to change back) Her life changed 

irrevocably when her husband suffered a heart attack.PREPOSITIONSchange to/into 
sth Hope changed to despair.change from sth She has changed from a shy schoolgirl 
into a confident young woman.PHRASESchange for the better/worse (=in a way that 

is better or worse) According to his teachers, his attitude has changed for the 
better recently.sb/sth has changed out of all recognition (=they seem completely 
different) She has changed out of all recognition since she left home.times have 

changed (=the situation is different now) Times have changed since you could go out 
without locking your doors.things change (=situations always change) He used to love 
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his work, but things change.THESAURUS: 

changealtersituation | position | attitude | voice | tone | face | expressionto  

change. Alter sounds more formal than change. It is used especially about very small  

or very big changes, or in negative sentences:The situation has altered 

dramatically in recent weeks. | The position has not altered and we will continue to  

pursue our present policies. | His attitude has altered a little and he seems more 

relaxed. | His voice never altered. | Her tone suddenly altered and she said, “Come as  

soon as you can.” | Her face suddenly altered when she saw him 

coming.turnred | yellow | blue | green | colderto change and become a different  

colour, temperature, or mood:Her face turned red with embarrassment. | The leaves  

on the trees were starting to turn yellow. | The weather is turning  

colder. | Relief turned to joy when they heard the news. | Her tears quickly turned 

to rage.adaptperson | species | companyto change so that you can deal with a new 

situation:Some people find it hard to adapt to living in a foreign  

country. | Species have to adapt to different environments. | Companies that failed  

to adapt went  

bankrupt.evolvespecies | animal | humans | bird | plant | idea | plan | systemif  

a species of animal or plant evolves, it gradually changes over a period of time and 

develops into a different species. If an idea, plan or system evolves, it gradually  

develops:Many researchers believe our species evolved in  

Africa. | The animal has evolved to survive under very difficult conditions. | Do you 

think that humans have stopped evolving? | It is thought that birds evolved from 

dinosaurs. | Plants have evolved to deal with very dry climates. | The idea for the film 

was slowly beginning to evolve in his mind. | The plan evolved in discussions between 

various world leaders. | The Chinese writing system evolved into a complex system 

very different from picture writing.mutatevirus | geneif a virus or gene mutates, it  

changes and becomes a different organism:The virus has mutated into a much more 

dangerous form of the disease. | Genes often mutate and change their  

characteristics.fluctuateprice | value | number | rate | level | weight | speed | te

mperatureto keep changing to a higher or lower level and then back 

again:Share prices on the New York Stock Exchange fluctuated 

wildly. | The number of students in the class fluctuates between about  

8 and 15. | The death rate from the disease fluctuates from year to year. | I noticed  

that my blood sugar level was fluctuating. | Her weightfluctuated 

between 120 and 140 pounds. | The temperature fluctuates a lot, especially in the 

summer.alternateto keep changing from one thing to another and back again – used 

especially about people and their moods:His parents alternate between feelings of  

pride and moments of frustration and desperation. | Kate Winslet has alternated  

between big-budget Hollywood films and much smaller British films.2. to make 
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something become differentNOUNSchange your name/address Miriam changed her 

name to Mary.change your plans/decision We had to change our plans at the last 
minute because of the strike.change the law/system/rules The protesters want 

the law to be changed.change the way you do sth Technology 
is changing the way people work.change your 
opinion/attitude/outlook I’ve changed my opinion about her since then. | Having a 

baby completely changed her outlook.change your mind (=decide to do something 
different) I’ve changed my mind – I’m not going out tonight.change the 
subject/topic (=talk about something different) “Let’s change the subject,” she said 

suddenly. “I don’t want to talk about this any more.”change jobs/career I’m too old 
to change career now.change sb’s life You should read this book – it 
could change your life.change direction/course The ship suddenly changed 

direction.change colour BrE change color AmE It’s autumn and the leaves 
are changing colour.change your story (=give an explanation of something that is 
different from your previous one) The witness changed his story and said he’d never 

met Mr Green before.change society/the world She was young and idealistic, and 
wanted to change the world.sth changed the course of history (=used about very 
important events that had a big effect) December 7th 1941 was a day that changed the 

course of history.ADVERBSchange sth completely/totally I have completely 
changed my diet, and my weight is starting to come down.change sth forever It was 
an event which changed our lives forever.PREPOSITIONSchange sb/sth into 

sb/sth Farmland is being changed into housing estates.THESAURUS: 

changealterway | situation | position | structure | cells | character | shape | 

balance | lawto change something. Alter sounds more formal than change. It is  

used especially about very small or very big changes, or in negative sentences:The 

government has agreed to alter the way judges are appointed. | There was nothing we 

could do to alter the situation. | Scientists altered the genetic structure of the 

plant. | The cells have been genetically altered to produce proteins that protect the 

body’s immune system. | The development will alter the character of the 

neighbourhood. | They decided to alter the shape of plane’s wings. | This  

could radically alter the balance of power in the Arab World. | The law was altered so 

that companies did not have to pay so much tax. | This doesn’t alter the fact that he is  

guilty.adaptequipment | room | film | recipeto change something so that it can be 

used for a different purpose, or so that it is suitable for someone:How much would it  

cost to adapt the existing equipment? | The bathroom has been specially adapted for  

disabled people. | The film is adapted from a Michael Crichton novel about a theme 

park with real dinosaurs. | Vegetarians can adapt this recipe by omitting the 

bacon.adjustvolume | temperature | colour | brightness | position | level | rate

to make small changes so that something is more suitable or is more how you want  

it:How do you adjust the volume on the television? | Adjust the temperature so that  

the cake does not burn. | The program allows you to adjust the colour of the 

picture. | You can use this button to adjust the brightness. | He tried  

to adjust the position of his chair. | The recording levels can be adjusted  
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manually. | The bank has the power to adjust interest rates.turn sth 

up/downvolume | temperature | heat | thermostat | ovento make something  

louder or quieter, or hotter or cooler. Turn sth up/down is less formal than adjust,  

and is the usual way of saying this in everyday conversation:The music is very loud.  

Can you turn down the volume (=make it quieter)? | I’ve turned up the temperature in  

the living room (=made it warmer). | She turned up the thermostat to 25 

degrees (=turned the control on the heating system in order to make the temperature  

warmer). | I turned down the oven, to stop the pie from 

burning.reformsystem | law | economyto change a law, system, organization etc, so  

that it is fairer or more effective:They want to reform the health care system. | There 

is urgent need to reform the law. | The government is attempting to reform the 

island’s economy. | As president, Museveni reformed the police and the armed 

forces.reviseplan | policy | opinion | idea | decision | constitution | rules | versi

on | estimateto change something because of new information and ideas:The 

company has been forced to revise its business plans. | The government has said it is  

willing to look at revising its policy on this issue. | The court revised its opinion after  

hearing new evidence. | Scientists are having to revise their ideas about climate 

change. | Parliament voted in January to revise the constitution. | The committee 

voted to revise the membership rules. | The contract is a revised version of an earlier  

agreement. | The government’s revised estimate for economic growth is  

1.8%.restructurecompany | business | economy | industry | operationsto make 

big changes to a company, organization etc in order to make it more efficient, often  

with the result that a lot of people lose their jobs:The company has been restructured  

from top to bottom in order to make it more competitive. | Government plans  

to radically restructure the economy were met with widespread opposition. | Amdahl  

Corporation is restructuring its European operations.TO CHANGE SOMETHING 

COMPLETELYtransformway | life | society | economy | country | region | image |

 characterto change something completely, especially so that it is much better:His  

discovery completely transformed the way we think about space and 

time. | Education can transform people’s lives. | The First World  

War transformed Western society. | Putin transformed the 

Russian economy. | The country has been transformed into the world’s biggest  

economic superpower. | Recent events have transformed his image among 

voters. | Bright colours can transform the character of a  

room.revolutionize also revolutionise BrEway | understanding | industry | busin

ess | treatment | medicineto completely and permanently change the way people do  

something or think about something. Revolutionize sounds even stronger  

than transform, and is often used about a new idea or invention:The internet  

has revolutionized the way we shop. | His work has revolutionized our understanding of  
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human behaviour. | They are hoping the new screen will revolutionize the home 

entertainment industry. | Online banking has revolutionized the 

banking business. | The drug could revolutionize the treatment of HIV patients in  

developing countries. | Genetic engineering will revolutionize medicine.TO CHANGE 

SOMETHING IN ORDER TO DECEIVE PEOPLEdistorttruth | facts | argumentto explain  

facts, statements etc in a way that makes them seem different from what they really  

are:He believes the film distorts the truth about what really happened that  

day. | There has been a deliberate attempt to distort the scientific facts about global  

warming. | Readers can judge for themselves if I have distorted his arguments. | We 

all know that the media can seriously distort what anyone 

says.twistfacts | truth | words | meaningto explain facts, statements etc in a way 

that makes them seem different from what they really are. Twist is more informal  

than distort and is used especially when someone does this deliberately and 

dishonestly for their own advantage:Defence lawyers twist the facts, and guilty men 

are allowed to go free. | When leaders twist the truth they should be held  

responsible. | He accused reporters of twisting his words. | He 

is twisting the meaning of what I said in order to prove that I’m 

wrong.misrepresentfacts | situation | words | comments | view | opinionto give 

people a wrong idea about something, by what you write or say, especially in the 

newspapers, on television etc. Misrepresent is more formal  

than twist or distort:Scientists say the article misrepresents the facts about the 

safety of nuclear energy. | He accused the press of misrepresenting the situation in  

Pakistan. | The cardinal said his words had been misrepresented. | The prime minister  

insisted on Saturday that his comments had been misrepresented in the press. | He 

thought his critics had misunderstood or misrepresented his views. | Ms Ali said she 

had been misrepresented in the interview 

change2 /tʃeɪndʒ/ noun  a situation in which someone or something becomes 

different, or the act of making something differentADJECTIVESa 
big/major/huge/massive change Going to a new school is a big change for 
children.a slight/small/minor change A few minor changes were made to the 

programme.social/political/economic change Demands for political and social 
change are growing.an important/significant/change There have been some 
important changes to the law. | The change in blood pressure was not significant.a 

dramatic/drastic change (=very big, especially in a surprising way) The Industrial 
Revolution was a period of dramatic change.a fundamental/radical 
change (=affecting the most basic parts of something) Reducing waste requires 

a fundamental change in attitude.sweeping/far-reaching changes (=affecting many 
things or people) There are likely to be sweeping changes in the company. | The 
internet has brought about far-reaching changes in the way we work.a complete 

change I’ve had the same hairstyle for years and want a complete change.a subtle 
change (=difficult to notice) I sensed a subtle change in our 
relationship.gradual/rapid/sudden change Industry was experiencing a period 
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of rapid change.a marked change (=very noticeable) There was a marked change in 

his behaviour.a pleasant/nice/refreshing change It’s a refreshing change to hear 
people saying good things about teenagers. | It made a nice change to spend Christmas 

on the ski slopes.lasting change (=that will continue for a long time) How can we 
bring about lasting change?a proposed change (=that has been suggested) Not 
everyone is in favour of the proposed changes.NOUNS + changeclimate change The 

effects of climate change can be seen in Antarctica.a career change The website has 
information for people considering a career change.a policy change A number 
of policy changes have been implemented.a temperature change Fish cannot cope 

with sudden temperature changes.a personality change A head injury can cause 
a personality change.regime change (=a change in the government of a country 
forced by another country) The United States wanted regime change in Syria.VERBS 

+ changemake a change We’ve had to make some changes to the design.cause a 
change Pregnancy causes big changes in a woman’s body.bring (about) 
change (=cause change) The war brought about radical social change.introduce a 

change A number of changes were introduced after the accident.undergo a 
change (=be affected by a change) Farming 
was undergoing considerable change during this time.implement a change (=make 

the change that another person has suggested) The changes suggested in the report 
still have not been fully implemented.see/notice/observe a change I saw a 
big change in her when I met her again.signal/herald a change (=be a sign of a 

change) Does this move signal a change in US foreign policy?deal with/cope 
with/adapt to change She finds it hard to cope with change. | If animals can’t adapt 
to change, they will die out.welcome/embrace change (=be happy about it) People 

do not always welcome change.resist/oppose change (=not want it) We resist 
change because of fear of the unknown.feel like a change (=want to do something 
different) I felt like a change, so I decided to walk to work.change + VERBSchange 

happens/takes place also change occurs formal Language change is happening all 
the time.a change affects sb/sth The changes affect both new and existing 
customers.a change results in sth The changes resulted in lower 

costs.PREPOSITIONSa change in sth A change in personality may mean a person is 
depressed.a change of sth The plant is very sensitive to changes 
of temperature.PHRASESthe pace/rate of change People sometimes feel alarmed 

by the pace of technological change.a change for the better/worse (=it becomes 
better or worse) There was a change for the better in the patient’s 
condition. | A change for the worse in someone’s financial situation can quickly lead to 

debt problems.have a change of heart (=change what you want to do) She had 
a change of heart and decided to stay.a sea change in sth (=a very big change) There 

has been a sea change in attitudes to divorce over the past 50 years.THESAURUS: 

changealterationa change, especially a small one that happens naturally or  

gradually, or one that is made in order to improve something:I noticed a slight  

alteration in her behaviour. | They had to make some alterations to the 

design.reforma change made to a system or law in order to improve it:He called for  

a reform of our outdated voting system. | Many people opposed the economic  

reforms.shifta change, especially in people’s attitudes or in the way they do things, or  

in the position of someone or something:There has been a shift in public opinion about  
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the war. | There needs to be a major shift away from road transport to rail  

transport. | After he died, there was a dramatic shift in the balance of power.swinga 

big change, especially in someone’s opinions or moods:The drug can cause mood 

swings. | There has been a big swing toward the Democrats (=many more people are 

supporting them).fluctuationa change in something – used when something changes  

often:There are frequent fluctuations in the value of the dollar. | The graph 

shows temperature fluctuations over the past month. | She was used to fluctuations  

in his mood. | There has been some fluctuation in productivity levels.A GREAT 

CHANGEtransformationa change in which something or someone becomes completely  

different:There has been a complete transformation in his attitude since he became a  

father. | They watched her transformation from a shy local girl to a famous movie  

actress.revolutiona complete change in ways of thinking or working:The 1970s saw 

the beginnings of a new technological revolution. | Einstein’s General Theory of  

Relativity led to a revolution in scientific thinking.shake-upa situation in which a lot of  

changes are very quickly made in a system or organization in order to make it more 

effective:The administration is planning a thorough shake-up of the welfare  

system. | The department has not performed well and is badly in need of a shake-

up.U-turna complete change, so that you do the opposite of what you said you were 

going to do before – used especially about politics:The government was forced 

to do a U-turn after angry protests about their taxation policy.  

channel AC /ˈtʃænl/ noun  a television or radio station and all the programmes 

that it broadcastsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + channela television/radio channel NTV is the 
country’s most popular television channel.a news/movie/sports channel What’s 
on the movie channel tonight?a digital channel You can watch digital channels on 

your computer.a commercial channel (=paid for by companies advertising on 
it) On commercial channels they have advertisement breaks.a satellite 
channel (=using signals sent from a machine in space) There are now dozens 

of satellite channels to choose from.a cable channel (=using signals sent through a 
wire) ABC announced its plans for a new cable channel.a terrestrial channel (=not 
using satellite) Channel 5 is the newest terrestrial channel.VERBSwatch a channel The 

kids are always watching the cartoon channel.change/switch channels He 
kept switching channels. | He changed channels to watch the basketball 
game.change/switch to a channel I don’t like this show – can we change 

to another channel?launch a channel (=start a channel broadcasting on TV) In 1994, 
Sky launched two new channels.a channel broadcasts sth All the 
channels are broadcasting the match live.channel-hop (=keep changing from one 

channel to another) I usually start channel-hopping when the adverts are 
on.PREPOSITIONSa programme is on a channel What channel is ‘The Simpsons’ on? 

chaos /ˈkeɪ-ɒs $ -ɑːs/ noun  a situation in which everything is happening in a 

confused way and nothing is organized or arranged in orderADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ chaostotal/complete/utter chaos When we arrived, there was total chaos. | After 
the party, the whole house was in utter chaos.economic/political/social chaos The 

country faced widespread famine and economic chaos.traffic chaos The first day of the 
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holidays often brings traffic chaos.organized chaos (=a situation in which things are 

happening as they should, but it seems very busy, noisy, and disorganized) Mealtimes 
in our house tend to be organized chaos.VERBScause/create/bring chaos Snow 

has caused chaos on the roads this morning.end in chaos The game ended in 
chaos when supporters ran onto the pitch.be thrown/plunged into chaos A serious 
accident has thrown the roads into chaos. | The country was plunged 

into economic chaos.descend/slip into chaos (=gradually become completely 
confused and disorganized) After the invasion, the country descended into chaos.chaos 
ensues (=it happens as a result of something) A decade of civil war and chaos 

ensued.chaos reigns (=there is chaos and everything is out of control) Everyone was 
trying to talk at once and for a while chaos reigned.PREPOSITIONSin chaos The kitchen 
was in chaos.PHRASESbe in a state of chaos Nick’s bedroom is permanently in a state 

of chaos.a scene of chaos I came home to a scene of chaos, with food and empty 
bottles everywhere.chaos and confusion Heavy flooding has caused chaos and 
confusion throughout the country.be on the brink of chaos (=be about to become 

completely confused and disorganized) The peace talks were on the brink of 
chaos.bring/create order out of chaos He has the ability to bring order out of chaos. 

chapter AC /ˈtʃæptə $ -ər/ noun  one of the parts into which a book is 

dividedADJECTIVESthe first chapter also the introductory/opening 
chapter formal The introductory chapter gives an outline of the subject matter.the 
last/final chapter also the concluding chapter formal In the final chapter, you find 

out who the murderer is.the next chapter also the following chapter formal This 
theme will be developed in the next chapter. | The following chapters will explore this 
issue.earlier/later chapters (=ones before/after this one) These points will be 

explored in more detail in later chapters. | All these have been mentioned briefly 
in earlier chapters.the previous/preceding chapter The method is described in the 
previous chapter.the present chapter (=the one you are reading now) The present 

chapter deals with the years leading up to the war.a whole chapter There’s a whole 
chapter on this in my book.VERBSbe divided into chapters The book is divided 
into ten chapters.read a chapter I haven’t even read the first chapter yet.write a 

chapter He wrote the first chapter 20 years before the book was published.see 
chapter 2/3 etc (=used in books to direct a reader to a chapter) His scientific claims 
were never justified (see Chapter 16).a chapter deals with/discusses 

sth This chapter discusses power, and how people use it. | Three further chapters deal 
with soil, water, and air.a chapter explores/examines sth The second chapter 
explores the effects of global warming.a chapter outlines sth This chapter 

outlines the main changes that are taking place in the country.a chapter is 
devoted/dedicated to sth (=it deals only with a particular subject) Five 
whole chapters are devoted to social reform.PREPOSITIONSa chapter about/on 

sth There’s a whole chapter about William Shakespeare.in a chapter These points will 
be discussed in Chapter 8. | In the first chapter, he introduces the 
characters.PHRASESthe beginning/end of a chapter His character is introduced 

at the beginning of the first chapter. | The answers are given at the end of the 
chapter.the rest of the chapter also the remainder of the chapter formal The 
remainder of this chapter is devoted to a discussion of privatization. 

character /ˈkærəktə, ˈkærɪktə $ -ər/ noun  1. a person in a book, play, film 

etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS + characterthe main/central/leading character Alec is the 
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central character in the play.a minor/supporting character Two of the minor 

characters get killed.a male/female character He is the most sympathetic male 
character in the book.a television/movie/cartoon character Who’s your 

favourite television character?a comic/tragic character (=a funny or sad one) Homer 
Simpson is a great comic character.a fictional/fictitious character (=not existing in 
real life) People sometimes forget that television characters are fictional.a 

believable/convincing character (=seeming like a real person) The characters were 
totally convincing.a memorable character The extraordinary Mrs Jewkes is the novel’s 
most memorable character.a sympathetic character (=one you like) In the book, Jeff 

isn’t a sympathetic character.an interesting character For me, the nurse is the 
most interesting character.VERBSplay a character I wanted to play the character of 
Danny.create a character He created several memorable characters.portray a 

character (=show one in a play, book, film etc) The main characters are brilliantly 
portrayed.develop a character (=make a character become more interesting) The 
movie didn’t develop his character as well as the book did.character + NOUNScharacter 

development (=when you learn more about a character) I thought the plot was boring 
and there wasn’t much character development.2. the qualities which make someone a 
particular kind of personADJECTIVESa strong character You need brains and a strong 

character to be a leader.sb’s true character She is unaware of his true 
character.character + NOUNSa character trait (=a quality that someone has) Your 
greatest character trait is your honesty.a character flaw (=a bad quality that 

someone has) Few people have no character flaws at all.PHRASESbe in character/out 
of character (=be typical or untypical of someone’s character) His unkindness on that 
occasion was entirely out of character.a side of sb’s character (=a part of someone’s 

character) He had revealed a side of his character I hadn’t seen before. 

characteristic /ˌkærəktəˈrɪstɪk◂, ˌkærɪktəˈrɪstɪk◂/ noun  a quality or feature of 

something or someone that is typical of them and easy to 

recognizeADJECTIVESphysical characteristics I want you to describe the 
man’s physical characteristics.personal/individual characteristics (=relating to 
what a particular person is like) What are the personal characteristics that a leader 

requires?a human characteristic The power of speech is an entirely human 
characteristic.certain characteristics Successful organizations all have certain 
characteristics in common (=they have the same characteristics).the main 

characteristic of sth A new interest in art was one of the main characteristics of this 
period.an essential/important characteristic An essential characteristic of good 
teaching is that it creates interest in the learner.a common/shared 

characteristic (=that people or things share) There are some common 
characteristics between the two painters.a typical characteristic Stubborness is one 
of the typical characteristics of a Taurus.a unique characteristic Every city has its 

own unique characteristics.a distinguishing/distinctive characteristic (=separating 
someone or something from others of the same type) The blue feathers are the 
distinguishing characteristic of the male bird.a defining characteristic (=one that 

makes someone or something the kind of person or thing that they are) The democratic 
nature of local government is one of its key defining characteristics.a striking 
characteristic (=very noticeable) Its canals are one of Amsterdam’s most striking 

characteristics.racial/social/cultural characteristics Try not to describe people in 
terms of racial characteristics.a national characteristic (=typical of the people of a 
country) Good organization is often seen as a German national characteristic.an 
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inherited characteristic Intelligence is an inherited characteristic.VERBShave a 

characteristic also possess a characteristic formal He has all the characteristics of a 
great sportsman.show a characteristic also exhibit a characteristic formal A 

material may exhibit the characteristics of both a liquid and a solid.share a 
characteristic The group shared one characteristic – they were all under 25.inherit a 
characteristic (=get it from your parents) We all inherit physical characteristics from 

our parents.THESAURUS: characteristicqualitya characteristic of a person,  

especially a good one such as kindness or intelligence:Tina has a lot of good 

qualities. | I’m not sure about his leadership qualities. | Obedience is a quality that my 

father admires.featurean important or interesting characteristic of something,  

especially one that makes it how it is:It seems to be a feature of modern society that  

we tend to judge ourselves by our work above everything else. | A curious feature of  

the novel is the absence of women. | The building still has many of its original  

features.property technicala characteristic of a substance or object, for example  

hardness or elasticity, or how it behaves – used especially in scientific contexts:We 

examined the physical properties of various metals. | Some plants have healing  

properties (=they can be used to cure illness). | They were studying changes in the 

electrical properties of cells.attribute formala good or useful characteristic:I suspected  

I probably did not quite possess all the attributes required to succeed at the highest  

level. | All living things are able to reproduce their kind, an attribute which no machine 

possesses.good/bad pointsgood or bad characteristics – used when someone or  

something has both good and bad characteristics:The seller will obviously emphasize  

the car’s good points. | Draw up a list of your partner’s good and bad points.  

charge1 /tʃɑːdʒ $ tʃɑːrdʒ/ noun  1. the amount of money you have to pay for 

goods or servicesADJECTIVESa small charge For a small charge you can use the hotel 
pool.high/low charges Lawyers’ charges can be very high.an extra/additional 
charge He had to pay an extra charge because the equipment was damaged when he 

returned it.a fixed/standard charge There’s a fixed charge for having a dental 
check.a minimum charge Some restaurants operate a minimum charge at busy 

times.a daily/monthly/annual charge The daily charge for car rental is 50 euros.a 
one-off charge (=that you only pay once) There is a one-off charge to have the 
service set up.hidden charges (=ones that are not immediately obvious) Make sure 

there are no hidden charges.a nominal charge (=very small) Residents can use the 
tennis courts for a nominal charge.upfront charges (=that you pay before you get 
something) Personal pensions often have high upfront charges.NOUNS + chargea 

service charge (=for service in a hotel, restaurant etc) The bill for the meal includes a 
10% service charge.an admission charge (=for being allowed to enter a place) There 
is no admission charge to the museum.a delivery charge (=for taking goods 

somewhere) How much is the store’s delivery charge?a handling/administration 
charge (=for sending out tickets, goods etc or dealing with money transactions) Some 
banks add a handling charge each time you use your card abroad.a call-out 

charge BrE (=that you must pay a workman to come to your home) The electrician 
said there was a £40 call-out charge.a cancellation charge If you change your flight 
booking, you may have to pay a cancellation charge.an installation charge (=for 
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fitting a piece of equipment somewhere) You have to pay an installation charge for the 

water meter.bank charges You will have to pay bank charges if your account is 
overdrawn.phone charges What are all these extra phone charges on my 

bill?VERBSpay a charge There will be a charge to pay if you return the car late.make a 
charge (=ask you to pay a charge) We make no charge for this service.incur a 
charge formal (=result in you paying a charge) All cancellations incur a 

charge.introduce/impose a charge The government introduced a charge for visa 
applications.increase/reduce a charge Unfortunately, it has been necessary 
to increase our charges.waive a charge (=say it does not have to be paid) The bank 

has agreed to waive the charge this time.PREPOSITIONSa charge for sth There is 
a charge for the use of the swimming pool.a charge of €30/£5/$25 etc A charge of 2 
euros is made for infants under three years.PHRASESfree of charge (=with no 

cost) Your order will be sent free of charge. | Delivery is free of charge.at no (extra) 
charge (=with no cost) Guided tours are provided at no charge. | Breakfast may be 

served in your bedroom at no extra charge.THESAURUS: 

charge→ cost1 (1)2. an official statement by the police that someone may be guilty 

of a crimeADJECTIVES/NOUNS + chargemurder/burglary/drugs charges He 

appeared in court on drugs charges.criminal charges The investigation resulted 
in criminal charges against three police officers.a serious charge He was accused of 
dangerous driving, but the more serious charge of murder was withdrawn.a felony 

charge AmE (=for a serious crime) He pleaded not guilty to a felony charge of cocaine 
possession.an unrelated charge She admitted stealing £300 worth of clothing and 

an unrelated charge of possessing cannabis.a trumped-up charge (=based on false 
information to make someone seem guilty) The opposition leader was arrested 
on trumped-up charges.VERBSface charges (=have charges brought against 

you) He faces charges of tax evasion.deny/admit a charge All three men denied the 
charge of murder.plead guilty to a charge (=say formally in court that you are 
guilty) The youth pleaded guilty to a charge of burglary.press/bring charges (=make 

someone be brought to court for a crime) Sometimes the victim of an assault does not 
want to press charges.drop/withdraw the charges (=decide not to go on with a 
court case) They will drop the charges if we pay them £10,000.dismiss the 

charges (=say that a court case should not continue) If there is insufficient evidence, 
the court will dismiss the charges.PREPOSITIONScharges against sb The charges 
against him were eventually dropped.a charge of (doing) sth She denied a charge 

of assaulting her husband.on a charge of (doing) sth Two men have been 
arrested on a charge of helping illegal immigrants enter the country.PHRASESbe 
released without charge She had been arrested twice and released without 

charge.be convicted of/on a charge (=be judged to be guilty) McCorley 
was convicted on a charge of assault.be acquitted of/on a charge (=be judged to be 
not guilty) Both men were acquitted of all charges. 

charge2 /tʃɑːdʒ $ tʃɑːrdʒ/ verb  to ask someone for a particular amount of money 

for somethingNOUNScharge a fee Lawyers charge high fees.charge a price Some 
companies charge different prices for the same product.charge a rate The 

club charges a higher rate for non-members.charge a fare The airline charges the 
same fare for children and adults.charge interest They charge a lower rate 
of interest than the other banks.charge commission (=charge money for selling 

something) The gallery charges 50% commission on every painting.charge a 
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premium for sth (=charge more money than usual) Stores can charge a premium for 

freshly picked strawberries.charge (sb) a fine/penalty You will be charged a fine if 
you return your library book late.PREPOSITIONScharge for sth The hospital charges 

for parking.be charged at 2 dollars/25p etc Calls will be charged at 44p per minute. 

charity /ˈtʃærəti, ˈtʃærɪti/ noun  1. an organization that gives money, goods, or 

help to people who are poor, sick etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS + charitya 
cancer/animal/homeless etc charity The event raised thousands of pounds for a 

cancer charity.a local charity All the money raised goes to local charities.a 
national/international charity The Red Cross is a well-known international 
charity. | Help the Aged is a national charity representing older people.a registered 

charity (=an official one) How can I check that it is a registered 
charity?VERBSgive/donate sth to charity I like to give a small amount of what I 
earn to charity. | She sold all her jewellery and donated the money to charity.go to 

charity (=be given to charity) Any profit that she makes from her writing goes to 
charity.support a charity (=give money to one) Do you support any charities?set 
up/establish a charity We set up the charity soon after our son died of cancer.run a 

charity They run the charity from their own home.charity + NOUNScharity work She 
spends a lot of her time doing charity work.a charity worker (=someone who works 

for a charity, often without pay) Charity workers say these reforms will not help the 
poor.a charity appeal BrE a charity drive AmE (=an occasion when a charity asks for 
money) The organization is launching a charity appeal for a new air ambulance.a 

charity shop BrE (=which sells things people have given to get money for a charity) I 
usually give all our old clothes to the charity shop.a charity event (=one organized to 
collect money for a charity) She spoke at a charity event in aid of famine relief.a 

charity concert/show The band appeared at a charity concert for free.a charity 
auction (=a sale where things are sold and the profit given to charity) Several famous 
people have donated items for our charity auction.a charity game also a charity 

match BrE He scored two goals in the charity match against Manchester United.a 
charity dinner/ball/gala I met her at a charity dinner last year.PREPOSITIONSfor 
charity The festival raises a lot of money for charity every year. | Please give as much 

as you can – it’s all for charity.a charity for sb/sth Shelter is a British charity for the 
homeless.2. money and help from other people, given to someone who is too poor to 
look after himself or herselfVERBSrely on/depend on charity She doesn’t like to rely 

on charity from other people.ask for/accept charity Some people are too proud 
to ask for charity.not want charity The refugees say they do not want charity. They 
want to be back in their own homes. 

charm /tʃɑːm $ tʃɑːrm/ noun  a special quality someone or something has that 

makes people like themADJECTIVESgreat/considerable/immense charm He was a 
man of great charm. | Their music has considerable charm.personal charm He has a 

lot of personal charm and he gets on well with people.boyish charm (=like a young 
man or boy) Women seem to love his boyish charm.feminine charm (=that a woman 
has) She decided to use a little feminine charm.natural charm She had a quiet natural 

charm that everyone liked.easy charm (=relaxed charm) Hudson was full of easy 
charm and smiles.special/unique charm These old films have their own special 
charm.a certain charm (=some charm) The idea of moving to a Greek island does 

have a certain charm.traditional/old-world charm The old building is full 
of traditional charm.rustic charm (=charm that is simple, old-fashioned and typical of 
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the countryside) The cottage had a certain rustic charm.VERBShave charm Richard 

was clever and he had a lot of charm.use your charm She knew when 
to use her charm in order to get what she wanted.turn on the charm (=deliberately 

show a lot of charm) If you turn on the charm, I’m sure you’ll get the job.ooze 
charm also exude charm formal (=have or show a lot of charm) He always oozes 
charm and self-confidence.lack charm also be lacking in charm A lot of new 

buildings lack charm.sth loses its charm (=it no longer seems good or enjoyable) He 
was getting older, and travel was losing its charm.PHRASESbe part of sb’s/sth’s 
charm The house is a long way from anywhere and that is part of its charm.sth has 

its charms (=it has some attractive features) The town is small, but it has its 
charms.it is impossible to resist sb’s charm Women say that it was impossible 
to resist Clooney’s charm.fall for sb’s/sth’s charms also succumb to sb’s/sth’s 

charms formal (=allow yourself to be influenced by their charms) Thomas seemed to 
be succumbing to Sylvie’s charms. 

charming /ˈtʃɑːmɪŋ $ ˈtʃɑːr-/ adjective  very pleasant or attractiveNOUNSa 

charming man/woman Mr Benn is a very charming man.a charming smile He gave 

her a charming smile.a charming manner Her charming manner was irresistible.a 
charming village/town/place The region has several charming villages, which date 

from the 15th century.ADVERBSabsolutely/perfectly/utterly charming (=very 
charming) Mr Herzog was utterly charming and his guests soon felt relaxed.charming + 

ADJECTIVEScharming little We ate in a charming little restaurant.charming old The 

village is full of charming old cottages. 

chart AC /tʃɑːt $ tʃɑːrt/ noun  1. information shown in the form of a simple 

picture or a set of figuresNOUNS + charta weather chart The latest weather 
chart shows that a storm is coming.a wall chart The child can stick a star on the wall 

chart when she completes a task.a bar chart (=with bars of different heights 
representing different amounts)a pie chart (=a circle divided into sections 
representing different parts of an amount)a flow chart (=with shapes and lines 

showing different stages in a process)a colour chart BrE a color 
chart AmE (=showing a range of colours) They looked at a lot of colour charts before 
deciding to paint the kitchen a shade of yellow.VERBSa chart shows sth The chart 

shows the average temperature each month.PREPOSITIONSon/in a chart Energy is 
obtained from a number of sources, as shown in the chart below.2. the charts are the 

weekly lists of the most popular recordsVERBSenter the charts The album entered 
the UK charts at number 2.hit the charts (=enter the charts) The group eventually hit 
the charts.top the charts also be top of the charts ‘Without You’ topped 

the British charts for five weeks.NOUNS + chartthe singles chart(s) (=relating to 
songs sold separately) The song reached number 9 in the singles charts.the album 
chart(s) (=relating to CDs with a number of songs on them) This put Marley into the 

album charts for the first time.chart + NOUNSa chart hit (=a song or album in the 
charts) At last the band had got a chart hit.chart success It looks like they are set 
for chart success.PREPOSITIONSin the charts BrE on the charts AmE The song was in 

the charts for weeks.PHRASESnumber 1/5/15 etc in the charts BrE number 
1/5/15 etc on the charts AmE In 1962 ‘Love Me Do’ reached only number 17 in the 
charts 

charter /ˈtʃɑːtə $ ˈtʃɑːrtər/ noun  1. an official document giving the aims, 

principles, rights etc of an organizationVERBSdraw up a charter (=create one) the 
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United Nations Charter was drawn up at a conference in San Francisco.sign a 

charter More than 100 companies have already signed the charter.ratify a 
charter (=officially agree to the terms of a charter) Britain refused 

to ratify the charter.PHRASESbe in breach of a charter formal (=someone has done 
something which disobeys a charter) The government was in breach of the European 
charter of human rights.PREPOSITIONSunder/according to a 

charter Under the charter, complaints must be dealt with within a month.2. a 
document from a government or ruler that gives rights to a town or 
organizationVERBSgrant/issue a charter The town’s first charter was granted by 

Henry III in 1256.receive/obtain a charter The university obtained a charter from 
the king.ADJECTIVESa royal charter The National Library was founded in 1909 by royal 
charter.PREPOSITIONSunder a charter Land was given to the city under a charter of 

1508. 

chat /tʃæt/ noun  an informal friendly conversationADJECTIVESa friendly 

chat They had a friendly chat and talked about the weather.an informal chat Come 
and see me any time if you want an informal chat about jobs.a quiet chat (=one that 

other people will not interrupt) Let’s go and have a quiet chat over lunch.a nice/good 
chat We had a really nice chat.a long chat They sat down and had a long chat.a 

quick/brief chat My manager said he wanted to have a brief chat with me.a 
private/confidential chat I think you should have a confidential chat with the school 
nurse.a little chat Why don’t you call her and have a little chat?a cosy chat BrE a 

cozy chat AmE (=a relaxed and usually private one) I made some coffee and we had 
a cosy chat.VERBShave a chat We were just having a chat.stop for a chat He would 
have liked to stop for a chat.drop in for a chat (=visit someone informally for a 

chat) She used to drop in for a chat if she was passing.PREPOSITIONSa chat with 
sb Lucy felt more cheerful after her chat with Bridget.a chat about sth We had a 
nice chat about what our kids were doing. 

cheap /tʃiːp/ adjective  not at all expensive, or lower in price than you 

expectedNOUNSa cheap ticket/fare/flight The tickets were very cheap – they were 
only $20.a cheap hotel/restaurant We stayed in a cheap hotel near the station.a 
cheap shop/store/supermarket The shop is surprisingly cheap and you can find 

some real bargains.a cheap phone/camera/watch etc I only want a cheap phone, 
not a fancy one.cheap food Cheap food need not be tasteless or boring.a cheap 

way/method/alternative The cheapest way of buying plants is to grow them from 
seed.a cheap rate You get a cheaper rate for calls in the evenings.a cheap deal They 
are offering cheap deals on second-hand cars.ADVERBSrelatively cheap The 

equipment is relatively cheap and simple to use.dirt cheap informal (=extremely 
cheap) Wine is dirt cheap – you can get a bottle for less than 
$2.incredibly/surprisingly/ridiculously cheap Their computers are incredibly 

cheap.VERBSlook cheap The decoration is plain and simple, without looking 
cheap.PHRASEScheap and nasty BrE (=cheap and bad quality) The plastic strap 
looks cheap and nasty.cheap and cheerful BrE (=cheap, but not of bad 

quality) a cheap and cheerful Italian restaurantTHESAURUS: 

cheapinexpensivenot expensive. Inexpensive is more formal than cheap:The 

furniture is inexpensive, but well made. | a simple inexpensive meal | Nets hung over  

beds are an inexpensive way to help prevent  
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malaria. Inexpensive or cheap?Inexpensive things are not necessarily cheap, but  

they are not as expensive as you expect and you get good quality for the price.If  

something is cheap, it can also mean that it is not of good quality: cheap plastic  

chairs The man was wearing a cheap suit. Beware  

of cheap imitations. lowprice | rent | fare | fee | costlow prices, rents etc are not a  

lot of money:You can get good clothes at surprisingly low prices. | The rents in this  

area are low because it’s a long way from the city centre. | Their fares are extremely  

low. | The annual membership fee is very low – it’s only $25. | The cost is  

relatively low (£300-£500). Low or cheap?You usually say low cost or low  

fees (not cheap).You also use low when talking about  

someone’s wages/salary/pay/income: The women are on very low wages. You  

use cheap labour about workers who are not paid very much: Some companies rely  

on cheap labour in poor countries. reasonableprice | rent | ratesfair and not too 

expensive:The restaurant serves good food at reasonable prices. | The rent is a very  

reasonable $1.05 per square foot. | They are offering loans at reasonable interest  

rates. | Only £25 a night? That sounds very reasonable.economicalcar | way of  

doing sth | alternativecheap because you do not need to use a lot of money or  

fuel:The car is very economical and does 100 miles to the gallon. | A wood-burning  

stove can be an economical way of heating your home. | Until public transport offers a  

more economical alternative, people will continue to use their cars. | It is usually more 

economical to buy in large 

quantities.affordablehousing | homes | childcare | pricescheap enough for most  

people to be able to buy or pay for:There is a shortage of affordable housing. | Single  

mothers often have trouble finding affordable childcare. | The shop sells designer  

fashions at affordable prices. | Electronic book readers  

are becoming more affordable.competitiveprice | ratecompetitive prices and rates  

are as low as those charged by other shops or companies:I think you’ll find  

our prices are extremely competitive. | The hotel offers a high standard of service at  

very competitive rates.budgetairline | flight | hotel | accommodationhaving  

specially low prices:Budget airlines are offering cheap tickets to New York. | You can 

get a budget flight to Spain for only £50. | I found a list of budget hotels for under $90 

a night. | They have budget accommodation for families with young 

children. Budget is only used before a noun.Other ways of saying that something  

is cheapYou can say that something is a bargain: The tickets are a real bargain at  
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only $99 return. You can also say that something is good/great/excellent  

value: The hotel is very good value. ANTONYMS → expensive 

cheat /tʃiːt/ verb  1. to trick or deceive someone so that they do not get or keep 

something they have a right to have: Illegal workers are often cheated by 

employers. She cheated her aged aunt out of all her money.THESAURUS: 

cheatcon informalto get money from someone by telling them lies:They conned her  

into spending thousands of pounds on useless equipment. | He conned money out  

of the public by pretending to collect for charity.swindleto get money from a person or  

organization by cheating them in a clever way:The painting has been stolen and the art  

gallery has been swindled out of a large sum of money. | A City businessman 

who swindled investors out of millions of pounds was jailed for four years.defraudto  

commit the crime of getting money from an organization by deceiving them:He 

admitted attempting to defraud his former employer of $1 million. | Johnson is accused 

of conspiring to defraud the taxman out of hundreds of thousands of pounds.do sb out  

of sth informal especially BrEto dishonestly stop someone from getting or keeping 

something, especially something they have a right to have:They’ve done me out of  

three weeks wages!2. to behave dishonestly in a game, test etc, so that you can win, 

pass, or get advantages for yourselfPREPOSITIONScheat in a test/exam BrE cheat 
on a test/exam AmE If you cheat in the test, you will be severely 

punished.PHRASESbe/get caught cheating More than 4,000 teenagers were caught 
cheating in exams last year. 

check1 /tʃek/ verb  to do something in order to find out whether something 

really is correct, true, or in good conditionADVERBScheck sth 
carefully/thoroughly Carefully check your work before you hand it in.check 
first/beforehand He put the money in his pocket, checking it first to make sure it was 

all there.be checked regularly/daily/every week etc The water quality in the pool 
is checked regularly.always check We always check that all the children are on the 
bus before driving off.PREPOSITIONScheck (sth) for mistakes/errors/damage She 

re-read the letter, checking for mistakes.check sth against sth (=compare two things 
to check they are the same) The company’s figures are checked against the official 

data.THESAURUS: checkexamineto look at something carefully and thoroughly  

because you want to find out something about it:Experts who examined the painting  

believe it is genuine. | The police will examine the weapon for fingerprints.inspectto  

look at something carefully and thoroughly in order to make sure that it is correct,  

safe, or working properly, especially when it is your job to do this:The building  

is regularly inspected by a fire-safety officer. | Some insurance people have already 

been here to inspect the damage caused by the storm.go through sthto examine 

something such as a document or plan from beginning to end, especially in order to  

check that it is correct:You should go through the contract before you sign. | I’ve 

finished my essay, but I just need to go through it to check for spelling  
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mistakes.double-checkto check something again so that you are completely sure it is  

correct, safe, or working properly:I double-checked all my calculations and they 

seemed fine. | Travellers should double-check flight information before setting off  

today.testto examine or use something in order to find out whether it works or what  

its qualities are, or in order to check that it is satisfactory:Test your brakes to check  

they are working correctly. | These products have not been tested on 

animals.monitorprogress | performance | situation | qualityto carefully watch or  

keep checking someone or something in order to see what happens over a period of  

time:Doctors monitored her progress during the night. | Observers have 

been monitoring the situation in Burma closely. | Their job is to monitor the quality  

of water that we drink.  

check2 /tʃek/ noun  the process of finding out if something is safe, correct, true, 

or in the condition it should beADJECTIVESa quick check A quick check showed that 

the car had been stolen.a thorough/careful check An engineer gave the computer 
a thorough check.a regular check Despite regular checks, the drains had become 
blocked.a routine check (=happening as a normal part of a process) I went to the 

doctor for a routine health check.a random check (=done without any definite 
pattern) Customs officials were carrying out random checks on cars.a spot check (=a 

quick check of one thing in a group, done to obtain information) They do spot checks to 
make sure that all the products leave the factory in good condition.a visual 
check (=one done by looking at something) We normally make a visual check of the 

general condition of the water.a medical check People over 60 should have 
regular medical checks.NOUNS + checka safety/security check Airport security 
checks can take a long time.a health check The dog was given a thorough health 

check.a background check (=done to get information about someone’s previous 
work, education, family etc) The company conducts background checks on its 
employees.a credit check (=done to get information about someone’s financial 

history) Banks usually do a credit check before they give you a loan.a virus 
check (=for computer viruses) The computer is running a virus check.a spell 
check (=a process in which a computer program tells you if you have spelt words 

wrong) Have you done a spell check on your essay? Check or checkup?When talking  

about a medical examination to find out if you are healthy, you often  

say checkup: When was your last dental checkup? VERBSdo/make a check I did a 

quick check to make sure all the lights had been switched off. | One of the 
nurses makes regular checks during the night.carry out/run a check also conduct a 

check formal (=do a check, especially one that you often do) The police carried 
out a check on the car’s registration number. | You should run a virus check before 
downloading the file from the internet.have a check BrE Always have a final check to 

make sure you’ve got your ticket and passport.give sth a check I’d like you 
to give the car a careful check.a check reveals/shows sth A check of military 

records revealed that the man had left the army ten years ago.PREPOSITIONSa check 
on sb/sth There should be more checks on the performance of doctors.PHRASESkeep 
a (close) check on sb/sth (=check someone or something regularly) Keep a check 
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on your baby’s temperature. | His teacher was keeping a close check on his 

progress.go for a medical/health check She advised me to go for a medical check. 

checklist /ˈtʃekˌlɪst/ noun  a list that reminds you of the things you need to do 

or get for a particular activityADJECTIVES/NOUNS + checklista useful/handy 

checklist This is a useful checklist for anyone travelling abroad.a quick 
checklist Here’s a quick checklist of things you are likely to need.a mental 
checklist (=a list in your mind) I keep a mental checklist of jobs I have to do.a 

holiday checklist A holiday checklist is useful when you are packing.VERBSkeep a 
checklist Can you keep a checklist of what we still have to buy?use a 
checklist Interviewers often use a checklist to ensure that they’ve covered 

everything.make a checklist/draw up a checklist Why not draw up a checklist of 
things you want to achieve this year?go through/run through a checklist (=read it 
to see what still needs doing) I’ll just run through the checklist one more time. 

checkup check-up /ˈtʃek-ʌp/ noun  a general medical examination that a 

doctor gives you, to make sure you are healthyADJECTIVES/NOUNS + checkupa 
medical/dental checkup The doctor will see her for a general medical checkup.a 

regular checkup Dentists recommend regular checkups.a routine checkup (=one 
that is done regularly, not because there is a particular problem) Don’t worry – it’s just 
a routine checkup.an annual/yearly/monthly etc checkup She went for her annual 

checkup at the hospital.a health checkup You should get a health checkup before 
travelling.a thorough checkup Doctors gave her a thorough checkup.VERBShave a 
checkup It is important to have regular checkups.go for a checkup I went 

for a checkup at the dentist.give sb a checkup The doctor gave him a checkup and 
said he was fine.a checkup shows/reveals sth The check-up revealed that her blood 
pressure was very high. 

cheek /tʃiːk/ noun  the soft round part of your face below each of your 

eyesADJECTIVESpink/rosy cheeks She was a cheerful girl with rosy cheeks.red 
cheeks His cheeks were all red and he looked embarrassed.flushed 

cheeks Her cheeks were flushed and her eyes sparkled when she saw him.pale 
cheeks Tears ran down her pale cheeks.chubby cheeks (=rather fat cheeks) The little 
boy had chubby cheeks.hollow/sunken cheeks His dull skin and hollow cheeks made 

him look ill. Different kinds of cheeksPink or rosy cheeks look healthy. Red  

cheeks look embarrassed. Pale cheeks look worried or ill. Chubby cheeks look a  

little fat – used especially about babies. Flushed cheeks mean you look hot, excited,  

embarrassed, or you have been using a lot of effort. Hollow or sunken cheeks look  

very ill, for example because you have not eaten for a long time. VERBSsb’s cheeks 

flush (=they become red) Joanna’s cheeks flushed with embarrassment.sb’s cheeks 

burn (=they feel hot) Her cheeks burned as she remembered his kiss.kiss sb on the 
cheek/kiss sb’s cheek He leant over and kissed her on the cheek.touch/stroke sb’s 
cheek She stroked his cheek gently. 

cheerful /ˈtʃɪəfəl $ ˈtʃɪr-/ adjective  THESAURUS > happy 

cheese /tʃiːz/ noun  a solid food made from milkADJECTIVES/NOUNS + cheesea 

strong cheese This is one of the strongest French cheeses.a mild cheese (=without a 
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strong taste) The cheese is mild and creamy.a hard/soft cheese Camembert is my 

favourite soft cheese. | Use a hard cheese such as Cheddar for grating.goat’s/sheep’s 
cheese (=made from goat’s or sheep’s milk) Goat’s cheese often has a surprisingly 

strong taste.blue cheese (=with blue lines of a special type of mould)cream 
cheese (=a type of soft smooth white cheese)cottage cheese (=a type of soft white 
cheese with small lumps in it)processed cheese (=with substances added to preserve 

it)grated cheese (=cut into small pieces) Sprinkle the grated cheese over the 
pasta.cheese + NOUNSa cheese sandwich I’ll make you a cheese sandwich.a cheese 
omelette Lunch was a cheese omelette with salad.cheese sauce I made a cheese 

sauce to go with the pasta.VERBSgrate cheese (=cut it into many small pieces using a 
special tool) Cover the vegetables with the grated cheese.cheese melts Place the dish 
under a hot grill until the cheese has melted.PHRASESa piece/slice of cheese Would 

you like a piece of cheese? | Sue cut six thin slices of cheese.bread and cheese Lunch 
was bread and cheese.cheese and biscuits BrE cheese and crackers AmE After the 
meal we had coffee with cheese and biscuits.a wedge of cheese (=a large triangular 

piece) I bought a big wedge of cheese. 

chef /ʃef/ noun  THESAURUS > cook2 

chemical AC /ˈkemɪkəl/ noun  a substance used in chemistry or produced by a 

chemical processADJECTIVESdangerous/harmful/hazardous chemicals The sign on 

the truck said that it was carrying hazardous chemicals. | Many cleaning products 
contain chemicals that can be harmful.toxic/poisonous chemicals (=harmful to 
people and other living things) The chemicals that were released were 

highly toxic.industrial/agricultural chemicals Some deaths from cancer are related 
to industrial chemicals.household chemicals (=used for cleaning etc in the 
home) Keep household chemicals out of reach of children.synthetic 

chemicals (=made by mixing artificial substances) None of us lives in an environment 
that is free from synthetic chemicals.VERBSuse chemicals Farmers use chemicals to 
kill insects that would destroy their crops.produce chemicals Some 

plants produce toxic chemicals to protect themselves.release chemicals When we 
laugh, our brains release chemicals that make us feel good.contain 
chemicals Tobacco smoke contains thousands of different chemicals.be exposed to 

chemicals Many of the workers at the factory were regularly exposed 
to dangerous chemicals.a chemical reacts with another chemical In a rocket, two 

chemicals react with each other to provide a great deal of heat.chemical + NOUNSa 
chemical reaction The carbon dioxide is produced as a result of a chemical reaction.a 
chemical element (=a basic substance that consists of one type of atom) Silver is a 

chemical element whose symbol is Ag.a chemical compound (=a substance that 
consists of two or more elements) DNA is a complex chemical compound.a chemical 
symbol The chemical symbol for Hydrogen is H.a chemical agent technical (=a 

chemical that has an effect on other chemicals) Different chemical agents cause 
different kinds of change.the chemical industry The chemical industry is one of the 
most important industrial sectors.a chemical plant/factory There has been an 

explosion at a chemical plant in Germany.a chemical fertilizer (=a chemical to help 
plants grow) Many crops are grown with chemical fertilizers.chemical waste People 
who illegally dump chemical waste will be given prison sentences.chemical 

weapons (=poisonous chemicals used as weapons) The treaty banned chemical 
weapons.chemical warfare There is now also the threat of chemical warfare. 
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cheque BrE check AmE /tʃek/ noun  a printed piece of paper that you write on 

to give someone an amount of money from your bank accountVERBS + chequepay by 
cheque You can pay by cheque or credit card.write (out) a cheque I had 
to write a cheque for £360 yesterday.sign a cheque You’ve forgotten 

to sign the cheque.give sb a cheque Can I give you a cheque, or would you prefer 
cash?take a cheque also accept a cheque formal (=accept a cheque as payment) I’m 
afraid we don’t take cheques.make a cheque out/payable to sb (=write someone’s 

name on a cheque so it is paid to them) Who shall I make the cheque out to?enclose a 
cheque (=send it with a letter) I wrote to the company enclosing a cheque for 
£49.99.pay in a cheque (=pay a cheque into your bank account) I went to the bank 

to pay in a couple of cheques.cancel/stop a cheque (=stop a cheque from being paid 
to someone) Don’t forget to phone the bank and cancel that cheque.cash a 
cheque (=exchange a cheque for the amount of money it is worth) The company 

had cashed the cheque but not sent the goods.cheque + VERBSa cheque bounces (=is 
not paid by a bank because there is not enough money in the account) The cheque he 
had given me bounced, and I did not know his address.a cheque clears (=the money 

goes into the person’s bank account) Bank customers typically have to wait three days 
for a cheque to clear.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + chequea large/big cheque (=for a lot of 

money) Sara was delighted to receive a large cheque in the post.a blank 
cheque (=signed but without the amount written on it) I wasn’t sure how much the 
tickets would be so I gave her a blank cheque.a pay cheque (=one that you get 

regularly for doing your job) My pay cheque arrived at the end of each week.cheque + 

NOUNSa cheque book (=a book of cheques that your bank gives you to use) When 
you open a bank account you will be given your own cheque book.a cheque card (=a 

bank card shown when paying by cheque) Cheques must be accompanied by a 
valid card.a cheque stub (=the part of a cheque that stays in your cheque book when 
you have written a cheque) Check your cheque stubs to see when you wrote the 

cheque.PREPOSITIONSa cheque for £50/£120 etc The winner will receive a cheque 
for £5,000. 

chess /tʃes/ noun  a board game for two players, in which you try to trap one of 

your opponent’s pieces, called the kingVERBSplay chess Do you want to play 

chess?chess + NOUNSa chess match/game He could play four chess matches at the 
same time.a chess set (=a complete group of the different chess pieces) She gave him 

a beautifully carved wooden chess set.a chess player Even good chess players make 
mistakes.a chess piece (=one of the objects that you move around the board) Some 
of the chess pieces were missing.a chess championship/tournament (=a chess 

competition) Ray’s taking part in a chess tournament.a chess club Paul was a member 
of the school chess club.a chess move You first have to learn the basic chess moves.a 
chess master (=a very skilled player) An eight-year-old who can beat a chess 

master is remarkable.a chess grandmaster (=the highest title a chess player can 

get) Bobby Fischer was an American chess grandmaster. Chessboard is usually  

written as one word. PHRASESa game of chess Perhaps we could have a game of 

chess later. 

chest /tʃest/ noun  the front part of your body between your neck and your 

stomachADJECTIVESa broad chest He was a tall man with a broad chest.a 

powerful/muscular chest His arms were folded across his powerful chest.a hairy 
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chest His shirt was unbuttoned, revealing a hairy chest.a bare chest The workmen all 

had bare chests.a bad chest BrE (=one that is making you cough or giving you 
pain) I’m not going running today – my chest is bad.a weak chest (=one that often 

gets infections) My sister had a weak chest and was often ill. A woman with a flat  

chest has small breasts. chest + NOUNSchest pain/pains Infection in the lungs can 

cause chest pain.a chest infection Every time I get a cold I get a chest infection too.a 
chest complaint/problem (=something wrong inside your chest, especially with your 
lungs) Older people often suffer from chest complaints.a chest injury/wound He 

suffered serious chest injuries in the accident.a chest X-ray A chest X-ray showed that 
there was damage to his lungs.VERBSpuff out your chest (=make your chest bigger 
by breathing in) He puffed out his chest proudly.sb’s chest heaves (=moves a lot as 

they take deep breaths) He was exhausted at the end of the race, his chest 
heaving.PHRASESa tightness in sb’s chest (=an uncomfortable feeling) She felt 
a tightness in her chest and struggled to breathe. 

chicken /ˈtʃɪkən, ˈtʃɪkɪn/ noun  1. a common farm bird that is kept for its meat 

and eggsVERBS + chickenkeep/raise chickens More and more city-dwellers 
are keeping chickens.feed the chickens I’m going out to feed the chickens.chicken + 

VERBSa chicken lays eggs The chickens lay their eggs every morning.a chicken 

clucks (=it makes the noise that chickens make) The chickens started clucking as she 
approached with their food.a chicken pecks Chickens pecked in the dusty yard.a 

chicken roosts (=it rests or sleeps) He built a little hut for the chickens to roost.2. the 
meat from a bird that is kept for its meat and eggsADJECTIVESfresh 
chicken (=recently killed and not frozen) Is the chicken fresh?free-range 

chicken (=from a chicken that moved around outside and ate naturally) All 
the chicken we serve is free-range.roast chicken (=cooked in an oven) For dinner 
we’re having roast chicken.fried chicken (=cooked in oil) They filled their plates 

with fried chicken.grilled chicken BrE broiled chicken AmE (=cooked under heat) I 
think I’ll have the grilled chicken and a salad.barbecued chicken (=cooked over a 
flame or hot coals)organic chicken (=reared and fed without using chemicals to kill 

insects etc)skinless chicken (=with the skin removed) For this recipe, you will need a 
two pounds of skinless chicken pieces.VERBScook (a) chicken Cook the pieces 
of chicken in olive oil.roast (a) chicken I’ll roast a chicken and we can have it cold 

tomorrow.stuff a chicken (=put things to flavour it inside its body when cooking) My 
mother used to stuff the chicken with half a lemon.carve a chicken (=cut a cooked 
chicken into slices) Will you carve the chicken?chicken + NOUNSchicken 

breast/thigh/wing Chop the chicken breast into pieces.chicken 
drumsticks/legs I’ll make some chicken drumsticks for the party.chicken 
pieces (=the breasts, legs, thighs, or wings of a chicken) Place the chicken pieces in 

the oven on a baking tray.chicken nuggets (=small pieces of fried chicken) The kids 
want chicken nuggets and fries.chicken soup/broth You’ll feel better after a nice bowl 
of chicken soup.chicken salad I love chicken salad.a chicken sandwich I had 

a chicken sandwich for lunch.a chicken pie Mum was baking a chicken pie.PHRASESa 
piece of chicken Would you like another piece of chicken? 

chief /tʃiːf/ adjective  THESAURUS > main 

child /tʃaɪld/ noun  someone who is not yet an adultADJECTIVESa young 

child Young children are naturally curious about the world.a small/little child (=a 
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young one) My family lived in France when I was a small child.a four-year-old/ten-

year-old etc child A four-year-old child should not be left on his or her own.a school-
age child She had two school-age children and worked part-time.a newborn child He 

was holding the newborn child in his arms.an unborn child (=a baby that is still inside 
its mother) Smoking can damage your unborn child.a good/bad child Be a good 
child and sit down!a naughty child (=doing things that are not allowed) Some parents 

don’t know how to deal with naughty children.a spoilt/spoiled child (=allowed to do 
or have whatever he or she wants, and behaving badly) He’s behaving like a spoilt 
child.a bright child (=intelligent) He was a bright child – always asking questions.a 

gifted child (=extremely intelligent) She goes to a special school for gifted children.a 
difficult child (=difficult to deal with) Marcus was a difficult child and his parents didn’t 
know what to do with him.an adopted child (=legally made part of a family that he or 

she was not born into) I didn’t find out that I was an adopted child until years 
later.NOUNS + childa problem child (=one who causes problems for the people looking 
after him or her) Problem children may need to be removed from the classroom.street 

children (=who live on the streets because they have no homes) The organization 

aims to help street children in Latin America. Schoolchildren is more commonly  

written as one word. VERBSbring up a child especially BrE raise a child especially 

AmE The cost of bringing up a child has risen rapidly.a child is born Most children are 
born in hospital.a child grows up One in four children is growing up in poverty.child + 

NOUNSchild abuse (=cruelty to children, especially involving sex with them) He was 
arrested on suspicion of child abuse.child development She’s an expert in child 
development.child labour BrE child labor AmE (=the use of children as workers) The 

garments were made using child labour.child poverty The city has one of the highest 
rates of child poverty in the developed world.a child victim We want to help the child 
victims of the conflict.a child soldier Child soldiers were involved in the civil 

war.PREPOSITIONSchildren under/over five/eight etc In the UK, it is illegal to sell 
tobacco to children under 16.a child of five/eight etc For a child of five, this was a 
terrifying experience.as a child (=when you were a child) I lived there for several 

years as a child.THESAURUS: childkid informala child. Kid is the usual word to  

use in everyday spoken English:We left the kids in the car. | I lived there when I was a  

kid. | He's only a little kid. | The older kids were afraid of him.little boy/little girla 

young male or female child:Little boys love dinosaurs. | I lived there when I was a little  

girl.teenagersomeone between the ages of 13 and 19:There’s not much for teenagers  

to do around here.adolescenta young person who is developing into an adult – used 

especially when talking about the problems these people have:He changed from a 

cheerful child to a confused adolescent.youtha teenage boy. Youth is often used when  

you disapprove of a young person, for example because they are violent or commit  

crimes. It is also sometimes used in literary descriptions:He was attacked by a gang of  

youths. | A 17-year-old youth blocked the girl's path and said: "Give us your  

phone." | Her son was sent to a youth court. | A slim youth with curly hair answered 

the door. Youth is also used as an uncountable noun, when talking about young  
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people in general: The youth of today have a much easier time than we did when we  

were young. youngstera child or young person – used especially by old people:You 

youngsters have got your whole life ahead of you. | He’s a bright youngster with a  

good sense of humour.minor lawsomeone who is not yet legally an adult:It is illegal to  

sell alcohol to a minor.  

childhood /ˈtʃaɪldhʊd/ noun  the period of time when you are a 

childADJECTIVESa happy/unhappy childhood My sisters and I had a very happy 
childhood. | Her parents divorced and her childhood was unhappy.a normal 
childhood I think my childhood was fairly normal.a lonely childhood An only child 

with few friends, Greg had a lonely childhood.a deprived childhood (=without enough 
money, food, or love) Many children in this city have very deprived 
childhoods.early/middle/late childhood The experiences you have in early 

childhood are very important.VERBShave a happy/unhappy etc childhood I had 
a wonderful childhood growing up on a farm.spend your childhood somewhere This 
is the house where the artist spent most of his childhood.remember sth from (your) 

childhood He remembered the place from his childhood.childhood + NOUNSchildhood 
memories The photograph brought back happy childhood memories.a childhood 
friend The two childhood friends became bitter enemies in later life.sb’s childhood 

sweetheart (=the person they loved when they were very young) Brian married 
his childhood sweetheart.sb’s childhood home Her childhood home in North Dakota is 

no longer there.childhood experiences Our childhood experiences make us who we 
are as adults.sb’s childhood dream (=something they really wanted to do when they 
were young) Becoming world champion has been my childhood dream.a childhood 

illness/disease There are vaccinations against measles and other childhood 
illnesses.PREPOSITIONSsince/from childhood Anna and I have known each 
other since childhood.in/during childhood (=when you are a child) The disease 

usually occurs in childhood. 

chilling /ˈtʃɪlɪŋ/ adjective  THESAURUS > frightening 

chilly adjective  THESAURUS > cold1 

chin /tʃɪn/ noun  the front part of your face below your mouthADJECTIVESa 

double chin (=fat or loose skin under someone’s chin) Frank was much fatter now and 
he had a double chin.a pointed/pointy chin She had a narrow face and a pointed 

chin.a weak chin (=small, and not square in shape) He’s grown a beard to cover 
his weak chin.a square/strong chin His dark eyebrows and square chin make him 
look rather rugged.a determined chin literary (=giving someone’s face a determined 

appearance) She had short hair and a determined chin.a receding chin (=sloping 
backwards in an unattractive way) Half the boys in my college seemed to have receding 
chins.an unshaven chin (=with short hairs on because a man has not shaved) He 

looked scruffy, with old jeans and unshaven chin.a stubbly/bristly 
chin (=unshaven) He scratched his stubbly chin thoughtfully.a smooth chin (=with no 
hair on because a man has shaved) She rubbed her hand across his smooth 

chin.VERBSstroke/rub your chin (=stroke it in a way that shows you are thinking 
about something) He stroked his chin and then seemed to come to a decision.lift/raise 
your chin Michelle lifted her chin proudly and shook her head.rest your chin on/in 

sth He pictured her sitting at the table, resting her chin on one hand.sb’s chin juts 
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(out) literary (=is pushed forward) “I refuse to work in those conditions,” he said, his 

chin jutting out.PHRASESa chin strap (=a band of strong material used to hold a hat 
on your head) He adjusted the chin strap on his helmet. 

chip /tʃɪp/ noun  1. BrE a long thin piece of potato cooked in oilPHRASESfish and 

chips We had fish and chips last night.Don’t say chips and fish. American people  

say fries. 2. AmE a thin round piece of potato or cornPHRASESa bag of chips We 

bought a big bag of tortilla chips.NOUNS + chippotato/tortilla chips Can I have some 

of your potato chips? British people say crisps. 3. a small piece of silicon with 

electronic connections on it, used in a computerADJECTIVESa powerful chip The new 
computer has an extremely powerful chip and can process huge amounts of 
data.NOUNS + chipa computer chip The engine is controlled by a computer chip.a 

silicon chip The company manufactures silicon chips.a memory chip You should 
choose a computer with a big memory chip.a processor chip There was a problem 
with the processor chip, which caused the machine to keep crashing.a graphics chip A 

message came up on the screen saying that I needed to use a different graphics 
chip.VERBSimplant a chip in sb (=doctors put a chip into someone’s body) He has 
a chip implanted in his neck, which turns him into a violent killing machine. 

chocolate /ˈtʃɒklət, ˈtʃɒklɪt/ noun  a sweet brown food that you can eat as a 

sweet or use in cooking cakes etcPHRASESa bar of chocolate (=a long block) He 
bought a bar of chocolate.a piece of chocolate Would you like a piece of chocolate?a 

box of chocolates I gave Mum a box of chocolates for her birthday.a square of 
chocolate (=a small square piece) I only ate one small square of chocolate.a slab of 
chocolate (=a large flat piece) They shared a large slab of 

chocolate.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + chocolatemilk chocolate (=with milk added to it) She 
was eating a bar of milk chocolate. | The ice cream has a milk chocolate coating.dark 
chocolate also plain chocolate BrE (=without milk and not very sweet) The 

strawberries were covered in dark chocolate.white chocolate (=white in colour, with a 
sweet milky taste) Serve the cake with a white chocolate sauce.cooking 
chocolate (=chocolate used in cooking) Melt the cooking chocolate and spread it over 

the tray.bitter chocolate (=dark chocolate with a strong sharp taste) Bitter 
chocolate may be added to meat sauces for extra flavour.melted chocolate Stir in the 
eggs and the melted chocolate.chocolate + NOUNSa chocolate 

cake/pudding/sauce For her birthday he made her a chocolate cake.chocolate 
biscuits/cookies/brownies You mustn’t eat too many chocolate cookies.chocolate 
chips (=very small pieces of chocolate, used in cookies etc) vanilla ice cream 

with chocolate chipschocolate ice creamchocolate icing BrE chocolate 
frosting AmEa chocolate factory I worked in a chocolate factory for a few 
years.VERBSbe covered/coated in chocolate The coffee beans are covered in 

chocolate. 

choice /tʃɔɪs/ noun  1. the action of choosing between different people or things, 

or the opportunity to choose between themADJECTIVES/NOUNS + choicea difficult 

choice He called his decision to leave “the most painful and difficult choice of my life.”a 
stark choice (=a choice between two unpleasant things that you must make) We 
faced a stark choice: steal or starve.(a) free choice (=you are free to choose any 

thing or person) Students have an entirely free choice of what to study at 
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university. | In most countries, marriage is based on free choice.an informed 

choice (=one in which you know enough about something to make a good 
decision) The patient should have enough information to make an informed 

choice.consumer choice (=the opportunity for people to choose between a range of 
different things to buy) If these shops close, it will limit consumer choice.parental 
choice (=the opportunity for parents to choose between a range of different schools for 

their children) The aim is to extend parental choice in education.VERBShave a 
choice Students have a choice between German and Spanish.make a 
choice (=choose something) One of our course advisers can help you to make your 

choice.exercise choice formal (=make a choice) Everyone should have the right 
to exercise choice in matters of relationships.give/offer sb a choice Her 
doctor gave her a choice: take medicine or lose weight.be faced with a choice He was 

faced with a difficult choice.influence sb’s choice Many factors will influence your 
choice of career.have no choice/not have any choice (=have to do or accept 
something) The men had no choice but to obey.leave sb with no choice I was left 

with no choice but to resign.PREPOSITIONSa choice between sth and sth She was 
faced with a choice between her job and her husband.a choice of sth You should take 
more care with your choice of clothes.by choice (=because you choose to) Some 

people live alone by choice.PHRASESfreedom of choice Patients should have 
more freedom of choice.sth is a matter of (personal) choice (=it depends on what 
you prefer) The way you feed your baby is a matter of personal choice.given the 

choice (=if you had a choice) Given the choice, I probably wouldn’t work.2. the range 
of people or things that you can choose fromADJECTIVESa wide choice There is a wide 
choice of designs.a good/excellent etc choice It was a lovely hotel with a good 

choice of food.a limited choice There used to be a limited choice of TV 
channels.VERBSoffer/provide a choice Which university offers the widest choice of 
subjects?PHRASESbe spoilt for choice BrE (=have a lot of good things to choose 

from) If you find old buildings fascinating, you’ll be spoilt for choice in this area.3. the 
person or thing that someone choosesADJECTIVESa good/great/excellent 
choice This plant is a good choice if your garden is shady.the right/wrong choice I 

think you’ve made the right choice.the perfect choice This hotel is the perfect 
choice for those who like comfort.a sensible choice They thought that he was a 
sensible choice for the job of captain.personal choice I like strong colours, but that’s 

just my own personal choice.sb’s first/second choice (=what they like most, or like 
almost most) Tennis was not his first choice of sport at school.NOUNS + choicea career 
choice Do we ask teenagers to make career choices too early?a lifestyle 

choice Our lifestyle choices can affect how long we live.PREPOSITIONSsb’s choice of 
sth The sofa can be covered in your choice of material. 

choose /tʃuːz/ verb  to decide which one you wantADVERBSchoose sth 

carefully/with care I could tell he was choosing his words carefully as he 
spoke.PREPOSITIONSchoose between sth (and sth) For dessert we could choose 
between ice cream and apple tart.choose from sth You can choose from a wide range 

of options.choose sb/sth over sb/sth (=choose one person or thing instead of 
another) London was chosen over all the other candidates to host the 2012 
Olympics.choose sb for a job/post Why did you choose him for the job?choose sth 

as sth The company chose Seattle as its base.THESAURUS: choosepickto  

choose something, especially without thinking carefully. Pick is more informal  
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than choose:Pick any number from one to ten.select formalto choose something,  

especially after thinking carefully:The committee will meet to select a new 

chairman. | All our instructors are carefully selected.opt for/go forto choose one 

thing instead of another:Many car buyers opt for used vehicles. | I think I’ll go for the 

chocolate cake.decide onto choose something from many possible things, especially  

when the decision has been difficult or taken a long time:Thomas had decided on a  

career as a writer.single outto choose one person or thing from a group because they 

are better, worse, more important etc than the others:Why should he be singled out  

for special treatment ? | One student was singled out for special attention.take your  

pick especially spokento choose anything you want, especially when there are many 

different things available:You can take your pick from Bodrum’s many bars and 

restaurants.  

chop /tʃɒp $ tʃɑːp/ verb  THESAURUS > cut1 (1) 

chore /tʃɔː $ tʃɔːr/ noun  a small job that you have to do regularly, especially 

work that you do to keep a house cleanADJECTIVEShousehold/domestic chores I 
spend my day off doing household chores like washing and ironing clothes. | Everyone 

in the flat shared the cooking and domestic chores.the daily/everyday/day-to-day 
chores When you’re working it can be hard to find time for the daily 
chores.routine/regular chores (=done regularly) Who does most of the routine 

chores in your house?mundane chores (=ordinary and uninteresting) We all have to 
do mundane chores like putting out the trash.administrative chores (=things such as 
writing letters or paying bills) I have a lot of administrative chores I want to finish 

before I leave.VERBSdo the chores I stayed at home and did the 
chores.perform/carry out chores formal (=do them) They are not used 
to performing household chores.go about your chores (=do your chores) I got up 

and went about my chores.help (out) with the chores Do your children help with the 
chores?become a chore (=become something boring, that you do not want to 
do) Visiting his mother every week was starting to become a chore. 

Christmas /ˈkrɪsməs/ noun  the period of time around December 25th, the day 

when Christians celebrate the birth of ChristADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ ChristmasMerry/Happy Christmas! (=something you say to people at 

Christmas) Merry Christmas and a happy New Year everyone. | I just came over to say 
‘Happy Christmas’.a family Christmas We always have a family Christmas at home.a 
traditional Christmas Mum likes to have a traditional Christmas for all the family.a 

white Christmas (=with snow on the ground) We haven’t had a white Christmas in 
England for years.a good/nice Christmas Did you have a good 
Christmas?VERBShave/spend Christmas somewhere No one wants to spend 

Christmas alone. | We’re having Christmas by the sea this year.celebrate 
Christmas How does your family usually celebrate Christmas?give sb sth for 
Christmas What can I give Dad for Christmas?get sth for Christmas I got a new 

watch for Christmas.wish sb a happy Christmas (=say that you hope someone 
enjoys Christmas) They called to wish us a happy Christmas.Christmas + 

NOUNSChristmas Day (=December 25th) We spent Christmas Day with my 

parents.Christmas Eve (=December 24th, the day before Christmas Day) The children 
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were too excited to sleep on Christmas Eve.the Christmas holiday(s) The Christmas 

holiday starts next week.the Christmas season/period Most stores need extra staff 
during the Christmas season.Christmas dinner/lunch All the family come to our 

house for Christmas dinner.a Christmas party What are you wearing to the Christmas 
party?a Christmas present/card The children couldn’t wait to open their Christmas 
presents. | She sends me a Christmas card every year.Christmas shopping (=the 

activity of buying Christmas presents) Have you done your Christmas 
shopping yet?Christmas carols (=songs sung at Christmas) Children go from door to 
door singing Christmas carols.a Christmas tree (=a decorated tree that people have in 

their homes at Christmas) There were lots of gifts under the Christmas tree.Christmas 
decorations (=things to decorate a house, shop, or town at Christmas) When do you 
put your Christmas decorations up?a Christmas stocking (=a long sock which 

children leave in their house on Christmas Eve to be filled with presents) I put some 
small gifts in the children’s Christmas stockings and hung them on the bedroom door.a 
Christmas cracker BrE (=a decorated paper tube that makes a loud noise when pulled 

apart, which people do during Christmas dinner)the Christmas lights (=lights in the 
streets at Christmas, or on the Christmas tree) We went to see the Christmas lights in 
New York.PREPOSITIONSat Christmas Hopefully, we’ll see you at Christmas.over 

Christmas (=during the Christmas holiday) I’ll be in Scotland over Christmas.for 
Christmas Are you going home for Christmas? 

chubby /ˈtʃʌbi/ adjective  THESAURUS > fat1 (1) 

chunk noun  THESAURUS > piece 

church /tʃɜːtʃ $ tʃɜːrtʃ/ noun  1. a building where Christians go to 

worshipADJECTIVES/NOUNS + churchthe local church He plays the organ in his local 

church.a parish church BrE (=the main Christian church in a particular area) St Luke’s 
is the parish church for all the villages in this area.a country church They got married 
in a small country church.a Catholic/Protestant/Baptist/Methodist church I went 

to Mass at the nearest Catholic church. | They go to a youth club at the Baptist 
church.VERBSgo to church also attend church formal (=go to a regular religious 
ceremony in a church) My parents didn’t go to church.church + NOUNSa church 

service (=a religious ceremony in a church) There’s a church service at 10.30 every 
Sunday morning.a church hall (=a large room in or next to a church) The dance was 
held in the church hall.church bells I could hear the church bells ringing.church 

music His music is strongly influenced by the church music he heard as a child.a 
church wedding (=in a church) She wants to have a church wedding.a church 
tower (=the tall narrow part of a church) I looked at the clock on the church tower.a 

church spire/steeple (=a church tower with a pointed top) The tall church 
spires could be seen from far away.the church choir (=a group of people who lead the 
singing in a church) Steve’s a member of the local church choir.PREPOSITIONSin (a) 

church Did you get married in church?at church I made the Sunday dinner while my 
mother was at church.2. an organization which is part of the Christian religion and has 
its own beliefs and ceremoniesNOUNS + churchthe Catholic/Protestant/Mormon etc 

Church The group split from the Mormon Church more than a hundred years ago.the 
Christian Church (=the Christian religion) St Peter founded the Christian 

Church.church + NOUNSChurch leaders/elders (=the people in official positions of 
authority) Church leaders have called for an end to the fighting.the Church 
authorities The Church authorities refused to comment on the allegation.Church 
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members Church members donate a part of their salary to charity.Church 

teaching (=the principles and beliefs taught by a Christian religion) He claims to 

follow Church teaching on the role of women.THESAURUS: 

churchdenominationa religious group that has slightly different beliefs from other  

groups who belong to the same religion:Our staff come from churches of all  

denominations. | There were people of every denomination.secta religious group that  

has separated from a larger group:He is a leader in the powerful Ansar Sunni Muslim 

sect.cultan extreme religious group that is not part of an established religion:Members  

of the cult all committed suicide on the same day. | Her son joined a strange cult and 

refused to have any contact with his family.  

cigar /sɪˈɡɑː $ -ˈɡɑːr/ noun [C]  a thing that people smoke, which is made from 

tobacco leaves that have been rolled up. A cigar is much bigger than a 
cigarette.ADJECTIVESa big/large/fat cigar He was smoking a big fat 
cigar.VERBSsmoke a cigar Dan was smoking a cigar.puff (on) a cigar (=smoke a 

cigar and blow smoke) Monsieur Chaillot stood puffing his cigar.light a 
cigar He lit a cigar after dinner.cigar + NOUNScigar smoke The room smelled of cigar 
smoke.a cigar smoker Cigar smokers are usually men.a cigar butt (=the last part of 

a cigar that you do not smoke) There was a cigar butt in the ashtray.a cigar box He 
opened the cigar box and took out a cigar. 

cigarette /ˌsɪɡəˈret $ ˈsɪɡəˌret, ˌsɪɡəˈret/ noun [C]  a thin tube of paper filled 

with finely cut tobacco that people smokeVERBSsmoke a cigarette Some of the boys 
were smoking cigarettes.light a cigarette He went outside and lit a cigarette.put out 
a cigarette also extinguish a cigarette formal (=stop it burning) The man asked him 

to put out his cigarette. | Please extinguish all cigarettes before entering the 
building.pull on/drag on/draw on a cigarette (=smoke a cigarette with deep 
breaths) Ed pulled on his cigarette and coughed.roll a cigarette (=make your own 

cigarette using special paper) My grandad used to roll his own cigarettes.cigarette + 

NOUNScigarette smoke The room was full of cigarette smoke.cigarette 
smoking Everyone knows that cigarette smoking is bad for you.a cigarette 

lighter (=something that produces a flame for lighting cigarettes) Does anyone have a 
match or a cigarette lighter?a cigarette packet BrE a cigarette pack AmE Her 
mother found an empty cigarette packet in her pocket.a cigarette butt also a 

cigarette end BrE (=the part that remains when someone has finished smoking a 
cigarette) The ashtray was full of old cigarette butts.cigarette ash She flicked 
her cigarette ash onto the ground.cigarette advertising All TV cigarette 

advertising has been banned.a cigarette case (=a small case for carrying cigarettes 
in)a cigarette holder (=a narrow tube for holding a cigarette when you smoke 
it)ADJECTIVESa lit/lighted/burning cigarette The fire was started by someone 

dropping a lit cigarette.PHRASESa packet of cigarettes BrE a pack of 
cigarettes AmE How much does a packet of cigarettes cost?a carton of 
cigarettes (=a box containing many packets) I bought a carton of cigarettes at the 

airport.a brand of cigarettes (=a type that has a particular name) What brand of 
cigarettes does she smoke? 

cinema /ˈsɪnəmə, ˈsɪnɪmə/ noun  a building in which films are 

shownADJECTIVESsb’s local cinema We usually go to our local cinema.a multiplex 
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cinema (=with several different screens for showing films) Multiplex cinemas have a 

big choice of films for people to see.a 6-screen/12-screen etc cinema The new 
leisure complex includes a 12-screen cinema.VERBSgo to the cinema Why don’t we go 

to the cinema tonight?be showing at/in cinemas The film is showing in cinemas from 
this Friday.cinema + NOUNSa cinema audience (=the people who watch a film) His 
new movie is sure to bring in big cinema audiences.the cinema screen (=the large 

surface on which films are shown) The film was much better on the cinema screen than 
on TV.a cinema release (=the showing of a new film at the cinema) The film was 
never given a cinema release.a cinema ticket You can win free cinema tickets in our 

competition.a cinema chain (=a group of cinemas owned by the same company) The 
big cinema chains aren’t interested in showing small budget films.PREPOSITIONSbe on 

at the cinema Do you know what’s on at the cinema? In American English, people  

usually say movie theater.  

circle /ˈsɜːkəl $ ˈsɜːr-/ noun [C]  1. a round shape that consists of a curved 

lineVERBSdraw a circle She drew a big circle in the sand with a stick.form a 

circle The singers formed a circle around the woman at the piano.PREPOSITIONSin a 
circle The children sat around in a circle. | Lay the tomatoes in a circle on the 
plate.2. a group of people who know each other and meet regularly, or who have 

similar interests or jobsPHRASESa circle of friends Over the years she had established 
a circle of good friends.a circle of acquaintances (=a group of people that someone 

knows) She has a wide circle of acquaintances but few close friends.a circle of 
admirers (=a group of people who admire someone) When she was young, Sophie had 
a large circle of male admirers.in academic circles (=among people who study a 

subject at a high level, especially at university) His work is well-known in academic 
circles.in political circles (=among people who are involved in or interested in 
politics) There has been a lot of debate about this issue in political circles.in 

business/financial circles (=among people who are involved in business) He is well 
respected in the city’s financial circles.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + circlea 
literary/artistic/scientific circle She became part of his artistic circle.a social 

circle Dan and I didn’t mix in the same social circles.a wide/large circle They now 
had a wide circle of acquaintances in the area.a small/narrow circle Ken was the 
centre of a small circle of artists and writers.sb’s inner circle (=the people who 

someone is closest to and who influence them most) He was among the prime 
minister’s inner circle of advisers.sb’s immediate circle (=your family and some close 
friends) We didn’t tell anyone outside our immediate circle what had happened.the 

family circle It’s important for children to have friends outside the family circle.a 
close/close-knit circle (=in which the people know each other very well) He had 
a close circle of musical collaborators.a closed circle (=not open to other people) He 

didn’t have much experience of life beyond the closed circle of his family.a limited 
circle His writing was popular with a limited circle of admirers.VERBSmove/mix in ... 
circles (=belong to a particular type of circle) At Harvard he moved 

in scientific circles.be a member of a circle He was a powerful member of an 
elite circle of financiers.widen your circle (=make it include more people) The 
business needs to widen its circle of investors.build up/establish a circle She 

had built up a circle of supportive friends. 
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circle /ˈsɜːkəl $ ˈsɜːr-/ noun [C]  1. a round shape that consists of a curved 

lineVERBSdraw a circle She drew a big circle in the sand with a stick.form a 
circle The singers formed a circle around the woman at the piano.PREPOSITIONSin a 
circle The children sat around in a circle. | Lay the tomatoes in a circle on the 

plate.2. a group of people who know each other and meet regularly, or who have 
similar interests or jobsPHRASESa circle of friends Over the years she had established 
a circle of good friends.a circle of acquaintances (=a group of people that someone 

knows) She has a wide circle of acquaintances but few close friends.a circle of 
admirers (=a group of people who admire someone) When she was young, Sophie had 
a large circle of male admirers.in academic circles (=among people who study a 

subject at a high level, especially at university) His work is well-known in academic 
circles.in political circles (=among people who are involved in or interested in 
politics) There has been a lot of debate about this issue in political circles.in 

business/financial circles (=among people who are involved in business) He is well 
respected in the city’s financial circles.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + circlea 
literary/artistic/scientific circle She became part of his artistic circle.a social 

circle Dan and I didn’t mix in the same social circles.a wide/large circle They now 
had a wide circle of acquaintances in the area.a small/narrow circle Ken was the 

centre of a small circle of artists and writers.sb’s inner circle (=the people who 
someone is closest to and who influence them most) He was among the prime 
minister’s inner circle of advisers.sb’s immediate circle (=your family and some close 

friends) We didn’t tell anyone outside our immediate circle what had happened.the 
family circle It’s important for children to have friends outside the family circle.a 
close/close-knit circle (=in which the people know each other very well) He had 

a close circle of musical collaborators.a closed circle (=not open to other people) He 
didn’t have much experience of life beyond the closed circle of his family.a limited 
circle His writing was popular with a limited circle of admirers.VERBSmove/mix in ... 

circles (=belong to a particular type of circle) At Harvard he moved 
in scientific circles.be a member of a circle He was a powerful member of an 
elite circle of financiers.widen your circle (=make it include more people) The 

business needs to widen its circle of investors.build up/establish a circle She 
had built up a circle of supportive friends. 

circumstance AC /ˈsɜːkəmstæns, -stəns $ ˈsɜːr-/ noun  the conditions that 

affect a situation GrammarUsually plural. ADJECTIVESexceptional/special 

circumstances Students are not allowed to miss classes, except under special 
circumstances. | The court may allow children to give evidence in exceptional 

circumstances.unforeseen circumstances (=that you did not expect) The tragedy 
was the result of a series of unforeseen circumstances.normal 
circumstances In normal circumstances, a child’s language will develop naturally.the 

present/current circumstances I can’t see them giving us the money – not in 
the present circumstances.particular/certain circumstances (=special or specific 
circumstances) There may be particular circumstances in which these rules can be 

ignored.difficult circumstances These teachers are doing a very good job 
under difficult circumstances.unusual circumstances Occasionally you hear 
of unusual circumstances where this kind of thing happens.suspicious/mysterious 

circumstances The police said there were no suspicious circumstances surrounding his 
death.tragic circumstances (=when extremely sad things happen) Both parents died 
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in tragic circumstances.mitigating/extenuating circumstances (=conditions that 

make it reasonable for someone to break the rules or law) His lawyer will try to argue 
that there were mitigating circumstances for the crime.sb’s personal 

circumstances Because of changes to her personal circumstances, she’s not buying a 
new car this year.VERBScircumstances change If circumstances change, we might 
decide to cancel our holiday.circumstances exist also circumstances 

prevail formal A good army officer bases his decisions on 
the circumstances that exist at the time.circumstances dictate/require sth (=make 
something necessary) Unfortunately, circumstances dictated that we left the party 

early.PREPOSITIONSin/under ... circumstances Under certain circumstances, 
prisoners may be allowed to leave prison early, for example if they are very ill.due to 
circumstances (=because of them) Due to unusual circumstances, I had to leave the 

country quickly.PHRASESthe circumstances surrounding sth The book examines the 
circumstances surrounding Britain joining the war.the circumstances leading to 
sth The police are investigating the circumstances leading to his death.depending on 

the circumstances The club may, depending on the circumstances, ask members to 
pay more.in/under certain circumstances (=if particular circumstances exist) In 
certain circumstances, people may travel without a passport.under/given the 

circumstances (=in this situation) Under the circumstances, you were right to call the 
police.a set/combination of circumstances An unusual combination of 
circumstances caused me to miss my train.due to circumstances beyond sb’s 

control Occasionally flights are cancelled due to circumstances beyond our control.if 
circumstances allow/permit formal (=if it is possible in that situation) Letters can be 
sent to prisoners and, if circumstances permit, visits may also be 

arranged.by/through force of circumstance (=because the situation makes 
something necessary or likely) The country was at war and, by force of circumstance, 
the government’s policy suddenly had to change.a victim of circumstance (=having 

bad things happen to you because of a situation you cannot control) She wanted to 
control the situation, not simply be a victim of circumstance.in straitened 
circumstances formal (=having very little money) Families living in straitened 

circumstances can’t afford to eat in restaurants. 

citizen /ˈsɪtəzən, ˈsɪtɪzən/ noun  someone who has the right to live in a particular 

countryADJECTIVESa British/American/French etc citizen Her husband is a British 

citizen.a good citizen The education system is designed to produce good citizens.a 
second-class citizen (=someone who is treated badly and feels 
unimportant) Compared to men, women footballers are treated as second-class 

citizens.sb’s fellow citizens (=people who live in the same country or town as 
someone) 70% of our fellow citizens live in poverty.a private citizen (=an ordinary 
person who is not famous or powerful) The former prime minister is enjoying life as 

a private citizen.a law-abiding citizen (=someone who does not do anything 
illegal) Most people who live here are law-abiding citizens.an ordinary citizen also a 
regular citizen AmE The government needs to listen more to the views of ordinary 

citizens.a respectable/decent citizen (=good and honest) There are gangs on the 
streets terrorizing respectable citizens.a model citizen (=a very good one) Her 
neighbours describe her as a model citizen.an upstanding/upright citizen (=honest 

and responsible) He’s been in trouble with police but the rest of his family 
are upstanding citizens.a leading/prominent citizen (=an important one) Speeches 
were made by several leading citizens in the community.a senior citizen (=someone 
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over 60 years old, or someone who has retired) The cinema offers cheaper tickets 

for senior citizens.VERBSbecome a citizen To become a UK citizen, you have to be 
able to read English.PREPOSITIONSa citizen of a country We are proud to be citizens 

of the United States of America. 

citizenship /ˈsɪtəzənʃɪp, ˈsɪtɪzənʃɪp/ noun [U]  the legal right to live in a 

countryADJECTIVESUS/British/Chinese etc citizenship The men all have British 
citizenship.full citizenship Foreigners can acquire full citizenship after living in the US 

for a number of years.dual citizenship (=the right to live in two different 
countries) Mexican law prohibits its citizens from having dual 
citizenship.VERBShave/hold citizenship She was born in Brazil, but she 

also holds US citizenship.apply for citizenship After living in England for five years, 
he applied for British citizenship.acquire/obtain/gain 
citizenship She acquired Spanish citizenship last month.give/grant sb 

citizenship The French government refused to grant him 
French citizenship.deny/refuse sb citizenship She was 
continuously denied US citizenship.strip sb of citizenship (=take away someone’s 

right to live in a country) He was stripped of his Turkish citizenship. FormalityHave  

citizenship and hold citizenship mean the same. Hold is more formal  

than have. Give sb citizenship and grant sb citizenship mean the same. Grant is  

more formal than give. Acquire and obtain citizenship mean the same and both  

sound rather formal. PHRASESproof of citizenship You must show proof of 

citizenship, such as a passport. 

city /ˈsɪti/ noun  a large important townADJECTIVESa big/large/major city I 

had never lived in a big city before.a great city Cairo is one of the world’s great 
cities.a capital city (=where the government of a country or state is) Cuba’s capital 

city is Havana.a country’s second city (=the next largest after the capital) Bergen is 
Norway’s second city.sb’s home/native city (=where they were born or grew up) He 
said that he never wanted to leave his home city.an industrial city Sheffield is an 

industrial city in the north of England.an ancient/historic city The statue was found 
near the ancient city of Ephesus.a cosmopolitan city (=full of people from different 
parts of the world) San Francisco is a very cosmopolitan city.a provincial city (=in a 

part of the country that is not near the capital) There have been protests in the capital 
and in provincial cities.a bustling city (=with a lot of activity) It is a 
bustling modern city with many thriving businesses.a sprawling city (=spreading over 

a large area) Kinshasa is a sprawling city of about 5 million people.a walled 
city (=surrounded by a wall) the old walled city of Algheroa cathedral/university 
city We visited the cathedral city of Canterbury.city + NOUNSthe city centre BrE the 

city center AmE The hotel is in the city centre.a city street Traffic was moving slowly 
along the city streets.the city limits AmE (=the edge of a city) New developments are 
being built outside the city limits.a city dweller (=someone who lives in a city) In the 

summer, city dwellers escape to the sea.city life He was tired of city life.VERBSfound a 
city (=start developing a new city) He founded the city of Baghdad in the 8th 
century.PHRASESin the heart of a city The cathedral is right in the heart of the city.on 

the outskirts of a city (=on the edge) There were several bombings on the outskirts 
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of the city.the suburbs of a city We moved out to the suburbs of the city.the bustle 

of the city (=all the activity there) I like the noise and bustle of the 

city.THESAURUS: cityPLACE WITH HOUSES, SHOPS, AND OFFICEStowna large area  

with houses, shops, offices etc. A town is smaller than a city:La Coruña is a pretty  

seaside town.capital also capital citythe city where the government of a country or  

state is:We travelled to Budapest, the capital of Hungary.metropolisa big busy city  

that is full of people and activity:After 1850 Paris grew quickly into a busy  

metropolis.urbanrelating to towns and cities:Air pollution is particularly bad in urban 

areas. | There are restrictions on urban development. | The country's urban 

population has grown dramatically.OUTSIDE PART OF CITYthe outskirtsthe area  

around the edge of a city or just outside it:Disneyland is on the outskirts  

of Paris.suburban area around the edges of a city, where many people live:He lives in  

a suburb of London. | More and more people are moving to the suburbs.  

civil AC /ˈsɪvəl/ adjective  relating to the people who live in a countryNOUNScivil 

rights (=rights to vote, be treated fairly etc that everyone should have) African-

Americans marched in defence of their civil rights.civil liberties/liberty (=the right to 
be free to do what you want within the law) Detention without trial threatens our civil 
liberties.civil war (=fighting between groups from within the same country) His family 

fled Spain during the Spanish civil war.civil disobedience (=the refusal to obey some 
laws as a protest, usually without violence) Gandhi was known for advocating non-
violent civil disobedience.civil unrest/disturbances (=when people protest or behave 

violently) Troops have been called in to deal with civil disturbances. 

civilization also civilisation BrE /ˌsɪvəl-aɪˈzeɪʃən/ noun  a society that is well 

organized and developedADJECTIVESan ancient/early civilization The achievements 

of Egypt’s ancient civilization were remarkable.modern civilization Technology is one 
of the benefits of modern civilization.a great civilization History students read 
about the great civilizations of India and China.human civilization Art was important 

in the development of human civilization.Western civilization (=of Europe and North 
America) They were interested in the spread of Western 
civilization.American/European/Chinese etc civilization The book is a history 

of Chinese civilization.industrial civilization The building of factories created 
modern industrial civilization.an advanced/higher civilization Could there 
be advanced civilizations on other planets?a primitive civilization (=one that is not at 

all advanced) Even primitive civilizations make their own form of music.VERBSa 
civilization flourishes (=is very successful) Ancient Greek civilization flourished for 
more than a thousand years.a civilization collapses (=stops existing) What caused 

Roman civilization to collapse?build/create a civilization They dreamed of creating 
a new civilization in which everyone was equal.destroy a civilization The rise in 
temperatures could destroy our civilization.PHRASESa threat to civilization Climate 

change could be the greatest threat to our civilization.since the dawn of 
civilization formal (=since when civilizations started to exist for the first time) Wars 
have happened since the dawn of civilization.the decline of a civilization (=a 

situation in which it stops being successful) They are concerned about the decline of 
western civilization. 
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claim1 /kleɪm/ verb  to state that something is true GrammarClaim is often  

used with that: He claims that he has done nothing wrong. You can also  

use claim with an infinitive: They claim to be the world’s largest music  

company. He claimed to have earned over 5$million. ADVERBSrightly/rightfully 

claim sth (=claim something that is true) This hotel can rightly claim to have the best 
views on the island.justifiably/legitimately claim sth (=rightly claim) The factory 
can justifiably claim to be one of the most modern in Europe.falsely/wrongly claim 

sth Some companies falsely claim that their products have health 
benefits.VERBStry/attempt to claim sth She tried to claim that she had never seen 
him before in her life.NOUNSclaim responsibility for sth (=say that you are 

responsible for something bad) A terrorist group called a newspaper claiming 
responsibility for the attack.claim (the) credit for sth (=say that you are responsible 
for something good) Political parties always claim the credit for economic growth.claim 

victory (=say that you are the winner) The president will not be able to claim 
victory until all the votes are counted.claim your innocence Hussain has 
always claimed his innocence, saying Khan died when his own gun went off.claim 

descent (=say that you are related to someone important who lived a long time 

ago) She claims descent from the Russian royal family. Instead of saying claim your  

innocence, you can say maintain your innocence: Davis has always maintained  

his innocence. THESAURUS: claimallegeto claim that someone did something  

wrong or illegal, although you do not give any proof:It is alleged that he murdered his  

wife. | Patients allege that the firm failed to warn doctors about the dangers of the 

drug.maintainto repeatedly say that something is true, especially when other people  

do not believe you:He continued to maintain his innocence, even after he was sent to  

prison. | My mother always maintains that I learned to talk at six months.insistto say 

very firmly that something is true:She insists that Tom was there, although he denies  

it. | The government insist that the new system will be fairer.assert formalto state  

that something is true – used especially in formal writing when reporting someone’s  

opinion:They assert that children work better on their own.contend formalto claim 

that something is true, especially when other people disagree with you:Her  

lawyers contend that her medical condition was caused by her job.  

claim2 /kleɪm/ noun  a statement that something is trueADJECTIVESa false 

claim The company was making false claims about the effectiveness of its products.a 

claim is untrue A lot of the claims you read on the internet are untrue.a claim is 
unfounded/unsubstantiated formal (=not based on truth or 
evidence) Workers’ claims of cruel treatment are 

completely unfounded.extravagant/ridiculous/outrageous claims formal (=clearly 
not true) Companies try to sell more products by making extravagant claims about 

them.competing/conflicting claims (=saying that different things are true) Voters 
are confused by the competing claims of the different political parties.VERBSmake a 
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claim They make ridiculous claims about the benefits of the diet.bring/lodge a 

claim (=claim something officially or legally) She’s bringing a claim of unfair dismissal 
against her employer.deny/reject/dismiss a claim (=say it is not true) Government 

officials denied claims that the country possessed chemical weapons.accept a 
claim Some people refuse to accept the claim that sunlight is bad for your 
skin.support a claim also back up a claim The court found no evidence to support his 

claim.challenge a claim (=say that you do not believe it is true) The article challenges 
the claims companies make for their skincare products.investigate a claim Detectives 
are investigating claims of dishonesty by government officials.base a claim on 

sth (=use something to show that a claim is true) She has no evidence on which  
sth His friends didn’t believe his claims about having no money.claims by sb There 
have been claims by some people that they have seen a monster in the lake.PHRASESa 

claim does not stand up (=it is clearly not true) The government’s claims to have 

solved the problem simply don’t stand up.THESAURUS: claimallegationa 

statement that someone has done something wrong or illegal, but that has not been 

proved:He has strongly denied the allegations of sexual  

harassment.assertion formalsomething that you say or write that you strongly  

believe:He said he had evidence to back his assertion that the recession was  

over.contention formala strong opinion that someone expresses:Her  

main contention is that doctors should do more to encourage healthy eating.  

clammy adjective  THESAURUS > damp (1) 

clandestine adjective  THESAURUS > secret1 

clash noun  a short fight, especially between two armies or groups Clash is  

often used in news reports. ADJECTIVESa violent clash Four people were killed 

during violent clashes with the army.an armed clash (=involving the use of 
weapons) The hostility led to armed clashes on more than one occasion.a fierce/bitter 
clash After fierce clashes, the protesters withdrew.a serious clash This was one of the 

most serious clashes since the two countries agreed to a ceasefire.a minor clash Minor 
clashes took place between police and students.VERBSlead to a clash The anti-war 
protests led to violent clashes between police and demonstrators.a clash 

occurs/takes place The clash occurred near the border.a clash breaks 
out (=starts) Armed clashes broke out on Tuesday between the military and the 

rebels.PREPOSITIONSa clash between groups A clash between police and rioters left 
two people dead.in a clash with sb He was shot in a clash with security 
forces.PHRASESbe killed/injured in a clash Eight people were killed in 

clashes between the army and police. 

class /klɑːs $ klæs/ noun  1. a period of time during which someone teaches a 

group of peopleADJECTIVES/NOUNS + classa French/history/music/dance etc 
class I learned something interesting in my psychology class today.a 

beginners’/intermediate/advanced class He started with a general computer 
course and then took some more advanced classes.an evening class/a night 
class Mum goes to an evening class on Tuesdays.VERBSgo to a class also attend a 

class formal You could try attending a yoga class.have a class What classes do 
you have this morning?take a class (=go to classes as a student) I’m taking some 
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art classes at the moment.teach a class One of the other teachers was ill so 

I taught her class.miss a class Students who miss classes fall behind with their work.a 
class is held/takes place The classes are held in a local school.PREPOSITIONSin 

class He was a shy boy who rarely spoke in class.PHRASESbe late for class David was 
late for class again.2. one of the groups in a society that people are divided into 

according to their jobs, income, education etc The idea of social class is much more  

important in the UK than in the United States. ADJECTIVESthe middle class Most 

people say they belong to the middle class.the working/lower class At this time 

most of the working class was very poor.the upper class Members of the upper 
classes didn’t have to work.social class He belonged to a higher social class than his 
colleagues.the ruling/dominant class (=the people who have power) For a long time, 

French was the language of the ruling class.the professional class (=people with 
professional jobs) Doctors, lawyers, and teachers are all members of the professional 
class.the land-owning class This tax angered the land-owning classes.the educated 

class The educated classes shared certain values and experiences.a privileged 
class (=people who have advantages because of their wealth, social position 

etc) Holidays abroad used to be only for the privileged classes. GrammarThis  

meaning of class is often used in the plural. VERBSbelong to a class We asked 

people what class they belonged to.class + NOUNSthe class system He felt he was a 

victim of the class system.a class division Nowadays, class divisions are related to 
economic status.class differences (=differences that exist because of your 
class) There are noticeable class differences in family size.class 

struggle/war/conflict (=between different classes) The government was accused of 
waging class war by restricting trade unions. | Class conflict is inevitable in this kind of 
unequal society.class consciousness (=being aware of what class people belong 

to) There was a high level of class consciousness in British society.PHRASESa member 
of a class I suppose I’m a member of the middle class.along class lines (=according 
to social class) At that time there was a sharp division in education along class 

lines.THESAURUS: classbackgroundthe type of home and family you come from,  

and its social class:The school takes kids from all sorts of backgrounds. | We come 

from the same town and share a similar background. | The organization helps  

children from working-class backgrounds to go to university.middle-class/middle 

classbelonging to the class of people who are usually well educated, fairly rich, and 

who work in jobs which they have trained to do. For example, doctors, lawyers, and 

managers are middle-class:The newspaper’s readers are mostly middle class. | They 

live in a middle-class neighborhood on the edge of town. | Most people in this country  

consider themselves to be middle class. SpellingMiddle-class is spelled with a  

hyphen when it is used before a noun. white-collarworkers | jobssomeone who 

works in an office, not a factory, mine etc:The economic recession has put many white-

collar workers in danger of losing their jobs. White-collar is only used before a  
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noun. working-class/working classbelonging to the class of people who do not  

have much money or power, and who have jobs where they do physical work. For  

example, factory workers, builders, and drivers are working-class:Most of the people  

who live round here are working class. | I come from a working-class family – I’m the 

first one to graduate from college. SpellingWorking-class is spelled with a hyphen  

when it is used before a noun. blue-collarworkers | jobssomeone who does  

physical work, for example in a factory or a mine, and does not work in an office:His  

political support comes mainly from blue-collar workers. Blue-collar is only used  

before a noun. upper-class/upper classbelonging to the class of people who 

originally had most of the money and power, especially families that own a lot of  

land:Most senior politicians in the UK are from upper-class families. | He spoke with  

an upper-class accent. | His wife sounds very upper class. SpellingUpper-class is  

spelled with a hyphen when it is used before a noun. underclassthe lowest social  

class, who are very poor and may not have jobs, homes etc:The government has  

created an underclass who do not feel they have any rights in society.  

classic /ˈklæsɪk/ adjective  1. used when something is very typical of its 

kindNOUNSa classic example/case of sth The misunderstanding was a classic 
example of bad communication.a classic mistake She made the classic mistake of 

trying to drive away without releasing the hand brake.a classic symptom/sign Classic 
signs of stress include not eating and not sleeping well.2. used about something that is 
very good and is one of the best of its kindNOUNSa classic song/book/film Orson 

Welles directed the classic film ‘Citizen Kane’.a classic design The car has a classic 
design.a classic story/tale ‘Jane Eyre’ is a classic story of courage in the face of 
despair.a classic work The painting is a classic work of art.a classic car (=an old car 

of a high quality) The museum has an impressive collection of classic cars.a classic 
study Geoffrey Barraclough’s book is a classic study of the Middle Ages. 

classified adjective  THESAURUS > secret1 

clause noun  1. a group of words that contains a subject and a verb, but which 

is usually only part of a sentenceADJECTIVESa main clause (=giving the main 
information of the sentence) The main clause can be a sentence on its own.a relative 
clause (=connected to another clause by ‘who’, ‘why,’ ‘which,’ ‘that’ etc) In the 

sentence “The man who stole the money was punished”, the relative clause is ‘who 
stole the money.’a subordinate clause (=one that gives extra information to the main 
clause) Any clause containing the word ‘because’ is a subordinate clause.2. a part of a 

written law or legal document covering a particular subject of the whole law or 
documentVERBShave/include/contain a clause The bill is 93 pages long 
and contains over 100 clauses.add/insert/introduce a clause They want 

to add another clause to the agreement.draft a clause (=write it) Our lawyer 
suggested drafting an extra clause to the contract.a clause states sth The first clause 
states the purpose of the document.a clause specifies sth (=states it in 
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detail) Clause 2 specifies the charges that the customer will pay.ADJECTIVESa special 

clause A special clause was introduced to cover this type of case.an 
exclusion/exemption clause (=allowing some people to ignore a rule) There is 

an exemption clause for people who are over 65.an escape/get-out/opt-out 
clause (=which you can use to avoid obeying the conditions of an agreement) They are 
trying to find a get-out clause so that they don’t have to pay the money.an indemnity 

clause (=which promises to pay for loss or damage) Some home insurance policies 
contain an indemnity clause which may cover costs and damages in this type of 
case.PREPOSITIONSa clause in sth Is there a clause in the contract covering payments 

to lawyers?under clause 4/23 etc of sth Under clause 5 of the agreement, each 
partner is responsible for the company’s debts 

claw /klɔː $ klɒː/ noun [usually plural]  the sharp curved nail on the toes of 

animals such as cats or bears, or the sharp curved part that a crab, scorpion etc uses to 

attack other animals GrammarUsually plural. ADJECTIVESsharp claws Lizards have 

very sharp claws.powerful claws Crabs are equipped with powerful 

claws.VERBSdig/sink its claws into sth (=push its claws hard into something) The 
parrot dug its claws into my arm.sharpen its claws Our cat likes 
to sharpen its claws on our best furniture.claw + NOUNSclaw marks If you see claw 

marks on the trees, you know there are bears nearby. 

clean1 /kliːn/ adjective  1. without any dirt, marks etcNOUNSclean clothes He 

changed into some clean clothes.a clean shirt/sheet/towel I put on 

a clean white shirt.clean hands/face/teeth Make sure you have clean hands before 
you eat.a clean room/house/apartment Her mother always kept 
the house very clean.clean air/water (=free from dirt or pollution) The air is 

much cleaner outside the city.clean energy (=which does not cause pollution) Wind 
power is an excellent source of clean energy.a wound/cut is clean (=with no bacteria 
or infection) Always make sure that the wound is clean.a clean 

needle/bandage (=unused and without blood, bacteria etc) Drug users should be 
given access to clean needles.VERBSkeep sth clean You should always keep your 
kitchen clean.get sth clean It took me ages to get the tiles clean.wipe sth 

clean (=with a cloth) He started to wipe the blackboard clean.wash sth clean (=used 
about the rain or the sea) The streets had been washed clean by the 
rain.sweep/scrub sth clean (=with a brush) She quickly swept the floor clean.scrape 

sth clean (=by rubbing the dirt, ice etc off it) I scraped the dirty plates clean.leave 
sth clean Please leave the apartment clean when you 
go.ADVERBSspotlessly/immaculately clean (=completely clean – used for 

emphasis) The floor was spotlessly clean.completely/perfectly clean It is almost 
impossible to get the glass completely clean. | His fingernails were perfectly 
clean.sparkling clean (=very clean) I want everything sparkling clean!scrupulously 

clean (=very carefully cleaned) Hospitals must be kept scrupulously 
clean.PHRASESnice and clean Their job is to keep the streets nice and clean.clean 
and tidy BrE neat and clean especially AmE Her kids were always neat and clean. | I 

insist my children keep their rooms clean and tidy.(as) clean as a 

whistle informal (=very clean) The place was clean as a whistle.THESAURUS: 

cleanspotlessroom | kitchen | house | clothes | blouse | uniform | aproncompl

etely clean, especially because someone takes great care:Her kitchen is  
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always spotless. | They keep their house spotless. | She was wearing  

a spotless white blouse. Spotless means the same as spotlessly  

clean. immaculatecondition | clothes | suit | uniform | hair | teeth | room | ho

usecompletely clean, especially because someone takes great care:The car was in  

immaculate condition and had obviously been well looked after. | The man wore 

an immaculate dark grey suit. | The soldiers’ uniforms have to be immaculate. | Her  

black hair was immaculate. | Rachel keeps the house 

immaculate. Immaculate means the same as spotless. It is most commonly used in  

the phrase in immaculate condition. spick and spanclean and tidy, especially after  

having just been cleaned. Spick and span sounds rather informal:By the end of the 

day, the whole place was spick and span.pureair | waterpure air and water does not  

contain any harmful substances at all:I breathed in  

the pure mountain air. | The water in the stream is pure and safe to  

drink.pristinecondition | beaches | lakes | forest | desert | wilderness | country

side | beauty | house | shirtif something is pristine, it is so clean it looks like  

new. Pristine is also used about natural places that have no litter or other damage 

caused by humans:The painting was in pristine condition. | People come to the island 

for its pristine beaches and beautiful clear water. | Yellowstone National Park is  

a pristine wilderness. | Hawaii is known for its fresh ocean air and pristine  

beauty. | She found that having a permanently pristine house did not bring joy. | He 

wore a pristine  

white shirt.sterileneedle | bandage | dressing | conditionscompletely clean, with  

no bacteria, and therefore safe for medical or scientific use:The needles are heated to  

make them sterile. | Place a sterile bandage on the wound. | Always use a sterile  

dressing on the wound. | The samples must be kept in sterile  

conditions.hygienicconditions | wayclean and not likely to cause the spread of  

disease:The food is kept in hygienic conditions. | The most hygienic way to dispose of  

diapers is to burn them. | It’s not hygienic to eat things that everyone has  

touched.ANTONYMS → dirty2. not causing harm to the environmentTHESAURUS: 

clean→ environmentally friendly 

clean2 /kliːn/ verb  to remove dirt from something by rubbing or 

washingNOUNSclean a house/room/floor My mother used to spend 
hours cleaning the house.clean a window/wall The windows had not been cleaned in 

years.clean your teeth/hands I always clean my teeth after meals.clean your 
shoes/clothes/glasses Your shoes need cleaning.clean a wound The 
nurse cleaned the wound and put a bandage on it.PREPOSITIONS/ADVERBSclean out 

the cupboard/refrigerator It took me all morning to clean out the 
kitchen cupboards.clean off the dirt/mud/blood etc (=remove it) You can use a 
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damp cloth to clean off the dirt.clean up the mess Who is going to clean up all 

this mess?clean sth thoroughly It is important to clean the brushes thoroughly after 
you use them.PHRASESclean sth from top to bottom (=clean all of a place very 

thoroughly) They cleaned the house from top to bottom.have sth cleaned 
professionally (=by someone whose job is to clean things) It is better to have the 

carpets cleaned professionally.THESAURUS: 

cleanwipetable | hands | face | noseto remove dirt or liquid from something using  

a damp cloth, or your fingers:The waiter wiped the table and brought the 

menu. | She wiped her hands on her apron. | He wiped his face with his napkin. | The 

head teacher wiped her nose on a handkerchief. | Lucy wiped the tears from her  

eyes. | The man wiped the paint off his  

hands.brushhair | teeth | shoes | clothesto clean something using a brush:She 

was brushing her hair in front of the bedroom mirror. | He went to the bathroom 

to brush his teeth. | Paul brushed the mud off his  

coat.scrubfloor | pan | hands | (finger)nailsto clean something by rubbing it hard  

with a brush and some water:She was on her knees, scrubbing the floor. | I worked in  

the kitchen scrubbing the pans. | I scrubbed the dirt off my 

hands.polishshoes | glasses | car | table | furniture | floor | silverto rub  

something in order to make it shine, usually with a cloth:His shoes were always well  

polished. | She polished the glasses until they sparkled. | Moran washed 

and polished the car. | They sanded and polished the floor. | The 

butler polished the silver (=the silver spoons, bowls  

etc).dustfurniture | chair | shelvesto remove dust from somewhere using a  

cloth:They dusted and polished the furniture. | She found the letter when she 

was dusting some shelves in his study. | Don’t forget to dust on top of the 

cupboards.vacuumcarpet | rug | floor | house | room | carto clean something  

using a special machine that sucks dirt off the floor:It took me nearly an hour  

to vacuum the carpets. | Have you vacuumed the floor in the kitchen? | She 

had vacuumed the whole house before her mother  

arrived. | Our car needs vacuuming – it’s really  

dirty.rinsehair | hands | mouth | clothes | cloth | plate | dish | glass | cup | veg

etables | lettuceto wash something quickly by pouring water on it, in order to remove 

soap, shampoo, dirt etc:Rinse your hair thoroughly to get rid of the 

shampoo. | She rinsed her hands under the hot tap. | She rinsed out her  

dirty clothes. | Polly went into her little kitchen and rinsed out two glasses. | I rinsed 

off the soap. You use rinse out about using water to clean the inside of a cup, pan  

etc, or to clean a cloth, some clothes etc. You also rinse out your mouth with a liquid  

to make it clean. cleanse formalskin | woundto clean your skin or a wound 
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thoroughly:The cream is good for cleansing the skin. | Use salt water  

to cleanse the wound.disinfectsurface | wound | equipment | shoes | clothing | h

ands | house | roomto use chemicals to clean something, in order to prevent the 

spread of disease:Keep kitchen countertops and other surfaces disinfected. | It is  

important to disinfect the wound. | Walkers were required  

to disinfect their shoes before entering the farm. | Staff  

must disinfect their hands before they go into the operating theatre. | I had 

to disinfect the room with  

bleach.sterilize also sterilise BrEneedle | instrument | equipment | milk | watert

o make something safe to use by heating it or using chemicals, by killing all the 

bacteria:Always use sterilized needles, and only use them once. | He worked at the 

hospital, sterilizing surgical instruments. | Make sure that you sterilize the water before  

you drink it.  

cleanse verb  THESAURUS > clean2 

clear1 /klɪə $ klɪr/ adjective  1. easy to understandNOUNSclear 

instructions The instructions are clear and easy to follow.a clear 
explanation His explanation wasn’t very clear and I wasn’t sure what to do.clear 
advice/guidance The doctor’s advice was very clear: lose weight.a clear 

warning Police must give a clear warning before firing their weapons.a clear 
message/signal/indication The voters have sent a clear message to the 
government.a clear statement You should give a clear statement of your 

intentions.sb’s position is clear My position is absolutely clear: I am not in favour of 
these changes.ADVERBSabsolutely/perfectly clear Their answer was perfectly 
clear.crystal clear (=extremely clear) The instructions on the packet are crystal 

clear.clear and unambiguous (=clear and with no confusion about what you 
mean) The essay should be written in a way that is clear and unambiguous.VERBSmake 
sth clear Children may have difficulty in making their 

feelings clear.PREPOSITIONSclear about/on sth The law is very clear on this 
point.PHRASESmake it clear that... She made it clear that she did not want any 

help.make yourself clear (=express yourself in a way that is easy to 
understand) Please tell me if I’m not making myself clear.far from clear/by no 
means clear (=very unclear) Her explanation was far from clear.2. used when saying 

that someone is sure about something and understands it wellNOUNSa clear 
idea/understanding/picture This booklet will give you a clear idea of what the 
course involves.a clear sense of sth She had a very strong will and a clear sense 

of purpose.a clear objective/aim The US entered the war without any clear 
objectives.VERBSget sth clear (=understand something properly) I’m just trying to get 
clear exactly what you mean.PHRASESbe clear in sb’s mind The layout of the 

house was still clear in his mind.3. impossible to doubt, question, or make a mistake 
aboutNOUNSclear evidence/signs There is clear evidence that smoking is bad for 
health. | There are clear signs of a recovery in the economy.a clear case/example of 

sth It was a clear case of theft.a clear distinction There used to be a clear 
distinction between work and leisure.a clear winner/victory He is the clear 
winner.ADVERBSnot entirely clear Sam’s reasons for leaving were not entirely 

clear.painfully clear (=very clear – used especially about something that causes 
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problems or is embarrassing) It became painfully clear that I had got it 

wrong.abundantly clear formal (=extremely clear) By July the scale of the problem 
had become abundantly clear.PHRASESas clear as day/daylight (=extremely 

clear) His reason for contacting me was suddenly as clear as day.4. easy to see 
through, rather than coloured or dirtyNOUNSclear water/liquid The water was 
so clear that you could see down to the bottom of the lake.clear glass The walls are 

made of clear glass.ADVERBScrystal clear (=extremely clear) You can go diving 

in crystal clear water.THESAURUS: 

cleartransparentplastic | silk | varnish | film | tape | screenclear – used about  

materials and solid things. Transparent is a little more formal than clear:The bottles  

are made of transparent plastic. | a transparent silk nightdress | The cream forms a  

transparent film on your skin. | They observed the explosion through a transparent  

screen. | Fry the onions until they are almost transparent.see-

throughdress | blouse | top | bagmade of a very thin material that you can see 

through – used especially about clothes:She wore a black see-through dress. | He kept  

the map in a see-through plastic bag. You use opaque about something that is  

difficult to see through: The bathroom windows are made of opaque glass. 5. if the 

sky is clear, there are no cloudsTHESAURUS: clear→ sunny 

clear2 /klɪə $ klɪr/ verb  to make somewhere emptier or tidier by removing things 

from itNOUNSclear a road Snow plows have been out clearing the roads.clear the 
table (=remove the dirty plates, forks etc) It’s Kelly’s turn to clear the table.clear a 

way through sth The bulldozer cleared a way through all the rocks and mud.clear a 
space (for sth) Dad cleared a space in the garage for Jim’s tools.clear the wreckage 
from sth Workers began clearing wreckage from the tracks. 

clever /ˈklevə $ -ər/ adjective  1. a clever person is intelligent and good at 

thinking of ideas and ways of doing thingsNOUNSa clever boy/girl/man/woman My 
uncle is a very clever man.a clever person She was surrounded by clever people when 

she was at college.a clever politician/lawyer Smith escaped going to prison because 

he had a clever lawyer. Clever is often used to describe people who are good at  

tricking other people, for example lawyers and politicians. It is also used to describe  

people who you admire for their intelligence, especially in British English. In American  

English, people usually say smart. ADVERBShow clever How clever of you to 

remember!THESAURUS: clever→ intelligent2. a clever idea, plan, method etc is 

interesting or unusual and works wellclever + NOUNSa clever idea What a clever idea!a 
clever way of doing sth The brochure suggests several clever ways in which you can 
save energy in your home.a clever use of sth There is a clever use of space in the 

kitchen.a clever trick He used a clever trick to confuse his opponent.a clever 
gadget/device They use a clever little gadget for peeling the oranges.a clever piece 
of software He wrote a clever piece of software which can find the information you 

want for you.ADVERBSextremely/really clever She came up with an extremely 
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clever way of solving the problem.fiendishly clever (=extremely clever in a surprising 

way) The design is fiendishly clever.THESAURUS: 

cleveringeniousway | method | idea | solution | explanation | device | experi

mentvery clever:Many fish have ingenious ways of protecting their eggs from 

attack. | The people developed a highly ingenious method of freeze-drying potatoes,  

to provide food throughout the winter months. | It sounded like an ingenious  

idea. | Someone suggested an ingenious solution to the problem. | His explanation was  

very ingenious but I wasn’t sure whether I could believe it. | There is an ingenious  

device that can detect if you are telling the truth or not. | He used an ingenious  

experiment to test his theory.brilliantidea | suggestion | solutiona brilliant idea,  

suggestion etc is extremely good and very clever. Brilliant sounds rather informal and 

is used especially in spoken English:It sounded like a brilliant idea at the 

time. | Thanks again for your brilliant suggestion! | Archimedes came up with a brilliant  

solution to the problem.cunningplan | trick | wayclever – used about ways of  

tricking people and getting advantages for yourself:Bill thought of a cunning plan to  

make them reduce their prices. | He used a cunning trick to defeat his opponent. | It  

was a cunning way of making people think he was trying to help them.  

cliché /ˈkliːʃeɪ $ kliːˈʃeɪ/ noun  a phrase that has been used too 

oftenADJECTIVESan old cliché He seemed to believe that old cliché about a woman’s 
place being in the home.a tired/worn-out cliché (=boring because it has been used 

so often) Try to think of fresh ways of describing things rather than using tired 
clichés.the usual clichés The Chairman’s statement contained the usual 
clichés.VERBSuse a cliché ‘Time marches on’, to use the old cliché.PREPOSITIONSa 

cliché about sb/sth His book includes every possible cliché about the 
English.PHRASESbe full of clichés Sports reporting tends to be full of clichés.sth has 

become a cliché The phrase ‘going forward’ has become a cliché.THESAURUS: 

cliché→ phrase 

client /ˈklaɪənt/ noun  someone who gets services or advice from a professional 

person, company, or organizationADJECTIVES/NOUNS + clientan important/major 
client She is an important client and we do not want to lose her.a satisfied 

client Satisfied clients will recommend your company to their friends.a new 
client Most firms are desperate for new clients.a potential/prospective 
client (=someone who might become a client) Make sure potential clients know about 

all of your services.an existing client We are very keen to keep our existing 
clients happy.a private client (=a person rather than a business) He designs and 
builds houses for private clients.a corporate client (=a big company or a group of 

companies) Our law firm represents numerous corporate clients.a business 
client Competition for business clients between travel companies is keen.VERBSmeet 
(with) a client He has gone to meet a client.advise a client The surveyor 

will advise his client on the value of the property.act for/on behalf of a client The 
lawyer will write confirming that he agrees to act for his client.represent a client Mead 
was a top attorney representing major corporate clients.deal with a client They 
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receive training to help them deal with difficult clients.client + NOUNSa client 

base/list (=all the people, companies etc that are your clients) The company quickly 
expanded its client base in the US. | They have an impressive client list including Shell, 

BICC and Pedigree Petfoods. 

cliff /klɪf/ noun  a high area of rock or a mountain with a very steep side, often 

by the sea or a riverADJECTIVESa high/low cliff The cliffs here are the highest in 
Britain.a steep cliff The cliffs were steep and dangerous.a sheer/vertical 

cliff (=going straight up or down) The sheer cliff looked impossible to climb.a rocky 
cliff The stream then tumbles down a rocky cliff.a jagged cliff (=with a lot of sharp 
rocks) This is an area of spectacular gorges and jagged cliffs.a towering cliff (=very 

high) The towering cliffs of Gibraltar were visible in the distance.a rugged/craggy 
cliff (=rough and uneven) Huge Atlantic waves were breaking against the rugged 
cliffs.dramatic cliffs (=very impressive) The west coast has dramatic cliffs and a 

spectacular rock arch.chalk/limestone/granite cliffs White chalk cliffs rose up from 
the sea.a sea/coastal cliff The birds breed mainly on sea cliffs and in sea caves.cliff + 

NOUNSthe cliff face (=the side of a cliff) Some climbers were scrambling up the 

steep cliff face.the cliff edge Keep away from the cliff edge.the cliff top There was a 
lovely view from the cliff top.a cliff ledge (=a flat narrow piece that sticks out from a 

cliff) The sheep got stuck on a cliff ledge and he had to carry it down.a cliff path I 
followed the cliff path down to the bay.a cliff walk (=a walk along cliffs) This part of 
the coast is great for cliff walks.VERBSthe cliffs rise (up) literary The cliffs rose 

up ahead of us.cliffs fall away to sth (=used to say what is at the bottom of cliffs) On 
one side of the road, steep cliffs fell away to a beach of white sand.climb/scale a 
cliff (=climb up it) She fell while climbing a cliff.climb down a cliff We climbed 

down the cliff to the beach.PREPOSITIONSoff a cliff I was worried that he was going to 
jump off the cliff.over a cliff The car went over a cliff.along a cliff They often 
walked along the cliffs, enjoying the view.PHRASESthe top of a cliff We climbed to the 

top of the cliff.the bottom/foot/base of a cliff His body was found at the foot of the 
cliff.the edge of a cliff Don’t stand too near the edge of the cliff.be perched (high) 
on a cliff (=be situated on a cliff) An 11th-century castle is perched high on the cliff. 

climate /ˈklaɪmət, ˈklaɪmɪt/ noun  1. the typical weather conditions in a particular 

areaADJECTIVESa warm/hot climate Many people prefer to live where 
the climate is warm.a cold/cool climate Scotland’s climate is too cold for these plants 

to survive.a mild climate (=not too hot and not too cold) The 
region’s climate is mild all the year round.a dry climate (=with little rain) She loves 
the dry climate of southern California.a wet/damp climate A damp climate can 

damage buildings.a humid climate (=with hot and wet air) Florida has a humid 
climate.a tropical climate Their thick clothing was not suitable for the tropical 
climate of Brazil.a harsh climate also an inhospitable 

climate formal (=uncomfortable and difficult to live in) He endured the harsh 
climate of Siberia for three years.an extreme/severe climate (=extremely cold or 
hot) The region has a very severe climate, with temperatures falling below -30°C in 

winter.an arid climate (=very dry) The desert has a very arid climate and few plants 
can grow there.a temperate climate (=never very hot or very 
cold) Europe’s climate is temperate.a Mediterranean climate (=typical of the areas 

around the Mediterranean Sea) Croatia enjoys a Mediterranean climate.the 
global/world climate This temperature rise will change the global climate.climate + 
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NOUNSclimate change (=a permanent change in weather conditions) These fish are 

under threat as a result of climate change.a climate scientist Most climate 
scientists now agree that human pollution has contributed to global 

warming.THESAURUS: climate→ weather2. the general feeling or situation in a 

place at a particular timeADJECTIVESthe political/economic/social etc 
climate The political climate of the country was changing.a favourable climate BrE a 

favorable climate AmE (=good for doing something) Both sides were working to 
create a favourable climate for negotiations.a difficult/unfavourable climate The 
economic situation presents an unfavourable climate for investment.the 

current/present climate also the prevailing climate formal Change will be hard to 
achieve in the current climate.the international climate The international 
climate changed for the worse as conflict broke out in the region.the intellectual 

climate (=the general way of thinking) These ideas had an effect on the intellectual 
climate of the period.VERBScreate a climate It’s important to create a climate of trust 

between staff and management.the climate changes The 
social climate had changed since the beginning of the nineteenth 
century.PREPOSITIONSa climate of fear/trust/uncertainty etc There is a climate 

of fear and people are leaving.PHRASESthe climate of opinion (=the opinion which 
most people have about a subject) The climate of opinion is still favorable for the 
president. 

climax /ˈklaɪmæks/ noun  the most exciting or important part of a story, event, 

or time, which usually comes near the endVERBSreach/come to a climax The 
film reaches its climax in the final scene. | Things came to a climax with a large protest 
march on June 30th.build (up) to a climax The music was getting louder and building 

up to a climax.lead to a climax The earlier scenes lead logically to the climax in Act 
Three.near/approach a climax One of the most important trials in recent history 
is nearing its climax today.bring sth to a climax He scored again, bringing the 

game to a climax.mark the climax of sth This painting marked the climax of his 
career.the climax comes The climax came when the president ordered an air strike on 

the capital.ADJECTIVESa thrilling/dramatic/exciting climax The Round the World 
yacht race is reaching a dramatic climax.a big climax The big climax is when the 
magician makes the woman appear again.a sensational/spectacular climax The 

match was a sensational climax to the season.a fitting climax (=a very suitable 
one) The concert was very successful and a fitting climax to the school 
year.PREPOSITIONSthe climax of/to sth The harvest was the climax of the rural year. 

climb /klaɪm/ verb  to move up, down, or across something using your feet and 

hands, especially when this needs a lot of effortNOUNSclimb a 
mountain/hill/peak/slope Hillary and Tenzing climbed the mountain in 1953.climb 
the stairs/steps/staircase The old man slowly climbed up the stairs.climb a 

tree/ladder/wall Kids love climbing trees.climb a rope In order to reach the sails, 
you had to climb a rope.VERBS + climbgo climbing We used to go climbing together in 
the Alps.PREPOSITIONS/ADVERBSclimb up/down/over sth She climbed down the 

ladder.climb out of/off sth He climbed out of the pool and sat down.climb onto 

sth Fans climbed onto the roof to get a better view.THESAURUS: 

climbascend formalstairs | steps | staircase | mountain | hill | ladderto climb 

up something:Diana ascended the stairs to her room. | I ascended the steps of the 
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museum and went through the main entrance. | She began to ascend the narrow 

winding staircase. | They ascended the mountain by the light of the moon. | He drove 

up the country lane and ascended the hill. Ascend or climb?Ascend is much more  

formal than climb and is used mainly in written descriptions. Ascend is only used  

about going up, whereas climb can be used about going up, down, or over  

something. go upstairs | steps | staircase | mountain | hill | ladder | treeto  

move up something:The three children went noisily up the stairs. | She went  

up the steps to the platform. | The car went up the hill. | He escaped by going  

up a tree.mountstairs | steps | stage | platform | horseto climb up something, or  

climb onto something. Mount sounds rather formal:The women watched them 

curiously as they mounted the stairs. | The audience cheered as the 

band mounted the stage. | The speaker mounted the platform and began his  

speech. | The prince mounted his horse and rode 

off.scale formalwall | fence | mountain | peak | cliffto climb to the top of  

something very high:Enemy soldiers began scaling the walls of the castle. | The 

prisoners escaped by scaling a high barbed wire fence. | She was the youngest person 

ever to scale the mountain. | He died while attempting to scale a peak in central  

Nepal. | Rescuers had to scale a one-thousand-foot cliff before they could reach the 

injured climber.scrambleto climb somewhere quickly and with difficulty, using your  

hands to help you, especially when you are walking:They scrambled up the steep rocky  

bank.clamberto climb somewhere with difficulty, using your hands to help you:At last  

we saw the two girls clambering down the slope to safety. | Everyone clambered 

onto the back of the truck.  

clinic /ˈklɪnɪk/ noun  a place people can visit to get medical treatment or 

adviceADJECTIVES/NOUNS + clinica health/medical clinic Children are given 

vaccinations at their local health clinic.a hospital clinic You can be tested for infection 
at a special hospital clinic.a private clinic (=not paid for by the government) Fees 
at private clinics are usually very high.an outpatient clinic (=in a hospital, for people 

who do not need to stay there) There’s an outpatient clinic for people with diabetes.a 
family planning clinic (=giving advice about how to avoid pregnancy) There 
are family planning clinics all over the country.an antenatal clinic BrE (=giving 

medical care to pregnant women) The staff at the antenatal clinic will give you the 
results of your blood test.a fertility clinic (=helping people to become pregnant)a 
dental clinic (=treating problems with teeth)VERBSgo to a clinic also attend a 

clinic formal Pregnant women should attend an antenatal clinic at least once a 
month.hold a clinic (=arrange for a clinic to take place) The 
hospital holds vaccination clinics once a fortnight.clinic + NOUNSclinic staff Clinic 

staff are hopeful that Stephen will make a full recovery.clinic patients Some clinic 
patients had to wait over an hour to see a doctor.PREPOSITIONSat/in a clinic I have 
an appointment at the clinic. 
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clock /klɒk $ klɑːk/ noun  an instrument that shows what time it 

isVERBSlook/glance at the clock She looked at the clock. It was eight thirty.wind 
(up) a clock (=turn a key to keep it working) It was one of those old clocks that you 
have to wind up.the clock says eight/nine etc (=shows a particular time) The clock 

said five so I went back to sleep.a clock strikes eight/nine etc (=makes a number of 
sounds to show the hour) I heard a church clock strike eleven.a clock ticks (=makes 
regular quiet sounds) There was no sound in the room apart from a clock ticking.a 

clock stops (=stops working) My bedside clock had stopped at 6 a.m.an alarm clock 
goes off (=rings at a particular time) What time do you want the alarm clock to go 
off tomorrow?set an alarm clock (=move the controls so that it will make a noise at a 

particular time) She set her alarm clock for 7.15.ADJECTIVESa clock is 
fast/slow (=shows a later or earlier time than the real time) There’s no need to hurry 
– that clock’s fast.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + clockan alarm clock (=that makes a noise to 

wake you up) He forgot to set his alarm clock.a grandfather clock (=an old-style tall 
clock that stands on the floor) Where did you get that beautiful grandfather clock?the 
kitchen/station etc clock Harry glanced at the kitchen clock and saw that he was 

late.a wall clock (=that hangs on a wall) A loud ticking came from the wall clock.a 
digital clock (=that shows the time as numbers that keep changing) A digital clock at 

the finish line shows runners their times.a travel/travelling clock (=a small one for 
taking on journeys)a cuckoo clock (=a clock with a wooden bird inside that comes out 
every hour and makes a sound)PHRASESthe hands of/on a clock (=the long thin 

pieces that point at the numbers) The hands on the clock moved so slowly.the face of 
a clock/the clock face (=the front part that you look at) I couldn’t see the clock face 
from where I was sitting.by the hall/kitchen/church etc clock (=according to a 

particular clock) It was half past nine by the church clock. 

close1 /kləʊz $ kloʊz/ verb  1. to make something stop being open, or to stop 

being openclose + NOUNSclose your eyes/mouth/lips I closed my eyes and tried to 
sleep.close a door/window/gate Don’t forget to close the gate.close the 

curtains/blinds Can you close the curtains for me?close a 
book Harry closed the book and put it back on the shelf.close a 
bag/suitcase/purse It’s difficult to close the suitcase.close a box/jar He put the 

letter in the box and closed it.close a drawer/lid He 
carefully closed the drawer. | She closed the lid on the basket.NOUNS + closea 

door/gate closes The door slowly closed behind him.sb’s eyes close His eyes 
closed and he fell asleep.ADVERBSclose sth firmly Maggie closed the door firmly and 
went through to the kitchen.close sth tightly/tight (=used especially about your 

eyes) He closed his eyes tightly and pulled the trigger.close sth 
carefully Sabine closed her bag carefully.sth closes shut The door suddenly closed 
shut.sth does not close properly (=not completely) The car door doesn’t seem 

to close properly.PREPOSITIONSclose (sth) behind you She heard the door close 

behind her.THESAURUS: 

closeshutdoor | eyes | window | gate | drawer | book | box | suitcase | lidto  

close something:She shut the door with a loud bang. | He told the audience 

to shut their eyes. | It was getting cold so I shut the window. | She glanced back as  

she shut the gate behind her. | She shut the book and got up. | Can you help  

me shut this suitcase? | I put the money in the box 
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and shut the lid. Shut or close?Shut and close mean the same. Because they have  

different vowel sounds, they can have a slightly different feeling. Shut is used more  

when the action is quick, firm, or noisy. Close is used more when the action is slow,  

careful, or gentle.With some words you can only use close. You close the  

curtains (not ‘shut’ them). You close a bag/wallet/jar/container (not ‘shut’  

it). slamdoor | gate | lidto close a door or lid quickly and noisily, especially because 

you are angry:She left the room, slamming the door behind her. | The boy slammed 

the lid of his desk. You can also say slam sth shut: He slammed the  

drawer shut. drawcurtains | blindto close curtains or a blind by pulling them along a  

rail:I drew the curtains and went upstairs to bed. | The blinds were still drawn in his  

office.lockdoor | gate | box | drawer | safe | car | room | houseto close 

something with a key or a special number or code, so that other people cannot get  

in:She locked the front door behind her. | I always keep my bank book in a locked 

drawer. | Don’t forget  

to lock the car.sealjar | bag | box | container | hole | gap | chamberto close 

something so that no air or liquid can get in or out:Seal the jars and store them in a  

cool place. | I seal the bag, leaving a pocket of air inside like a balloon, and shake it  

vigorously. | Seal the box with tape. | The uranium is stored in hermetically  

sealed containers (=completely sealed, so no air at all can get in or out). | The sauce 

may be stored in a tightly sealed container without refrigeration. | It is better to seal  

gaps in window frames, in order to avoid loss of heat. | In this experiment,  

the chamber must be completely sealed. Seal is most commonly used as an adjective  

participle: The vegetables are sold in sealed containers, in order to keep them fresh.If  

you seal an envelope, you stick down the top part, so that it is completely  

closed. ANTONYMS → open2 (1)2. if a store, bank, museum etc closes, it stops being 

open for people to go therePREPOSITIONSclose at 5 o’clock/6.30 etc The bank closes 
at 3.30.close for lunch/for the holidays etc The college office closed for lunch at 1 

o’clock. Close or shut?Both close and shut are used in the same  

meaning. Shut sounds a little more informal, and is used especially in spoken  

English. ANTONYMS → open2 (2)3. if a company, factory etc closes, closes down, or 

someone closes it, it stops being open completely: The factory closed and 300 workers 
lost their jobs. They were forced to close the restaurant.ANTONYMS → open2 (3) 

close2 /kləʊs $ kloʊs/ adjective, adverb  1. not far awayPHRASESclose at 

hand (=very near) If there are any problems, the library staff are always close at 
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hand.in close proximity to sb/sth formal (=close to someone or something) In this 

city, the rich live in close proximity to the poor.at close quarters (=when you are very 
close) The picture looks even more magnificent at close quarters.at close 

range (=firing a gun from very close) He was shot in the head at close 
range.VERBSget/come close also draw close written She felt a little afraid as 
they drew close to the house. | Don’t get too close to the car in 

front.PREPOSITIONS/ADVERBSclose to sb/sth The hotel is close to the railway 
station.close together They sat close together on the sofa.close behind/beside 
sb The rest of the group followed close behind him.close by (=near to a place) All her 

relatives live close by.close up/up close (=from only a short distance away) I had 

never seen a snake close up before.THESAURUS: close→ near2. if you are close 

to doing something, you are very likely to do it soonPHRASESclose to tears (=very 

nearly crying) She was exhausted and close to tears.close to death He was close to 
death, but his condition has improved a little.close to extinction The Hawaiian crow 

is close to extinction.close to retirement Several of the firm’s employees are close to 
retirement.close to collapse/bankruptcy One of the big investment banks was 
rumoured to be close to collapse.VERBScome close to (doing) sth Only once has 

he come close to losing his temper.bring sb/sth close to (doing) sth His 
speech brought me close to tears.ADVERBSperilously/dangerously close Three years 
ago, the theatre came perilously close to closure.agonizingly/tantalizingly 

close (=extremely close to achieving something) The French came agonizingly close to 
winning the match.3. used when talking about looking at, thinking about, or watching 
something very carefullyNOUNSa close look She moved forward to take a close look at 

the painting.a close examination A closer examination of the facts soon solved the 
mystery.close attention Pay close attention when the teacher reads the 
instructions.close scrutiny (=careful and thorough examination) The investigation 

included close scrutiny of video images of the incident.close inspection Closer 
inspection revealed that the rocks were from an earlier period.close 
supervision Initially there will be close supervision of the trainee.a close study Their 

research involved a close study of two communities.PHRASESkeep a close eye/watch 
on sb/sth (=watch someone or something carefully) They have to keep a close eye 
on their finances.4. used when talking about a good relationship between 

peopleNOUNSa close friend He is a close friend of Prince Charles.a close 
colleague/associate He discussed the problem with some of his close colleagues.a 
close friendship/relationship He found it hard to form close relationships with other 

people.close ties/links The president has said that he wants closer ties with China.a 
close bond There has always been a close bond between the sisters.close 
cooperation Close cooperation is needed between team members.PREPOSITIONSclose 

to sb Guy was very close to his older sister. 

closed /kləʊzd $ kloʊzd/ adjective  1. not openNOUNSa door/gate is 

closed The bedroom door was closed.a window/shutter is closed All 

the windows were closed when they left the house.a curtain/blind is closed She kept 
the curtains closed during the daytime.sb’s eyes are closed His eyes were closed and 
he looked like he was asleep.sb’s mouth is closed It is polite to eat with 

your mouth closed.ADVERBStightly/firmly closed Her mouth was tightly 
closed.partially/partly closed One eye was partly closed.fully closed I checked that 
all the windows were fully closed.VERBSkeep sth closed He always keeps the door of 
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his office closed.remain closed His eyes remained closed while he listened to 

her. Closed or shut?Shut means the same as closed. You can say that a door, gate,  

or someone’s mouth or eyes are shut or closed. You don’t usually use shut about  

curtains or blinds. You don’t say that something is ‘partly shut’. You say that it  

is partly closed.You don’t use shut before a noun. Closed is sometimes used before  

a noun: He listened with closed eyes. ANTONYMS → open1 (1)2. if a store, bank, 

museum etc is closed, it is not open and people cannot enter or use itNOUNSa 

shop/store/bank/office is closed The flower shop is closed on Sunday.a 
gallery/museum is closed The museum is closed for a few days at Christmas.a 
market is closed Japanese financial markets remained closed for a national 

holiday.ADVERBStemporarily closed The palace is temporarily closed for structural 
repairs.permanently closed The bridge is permanently closed because it is 
unsafe.VERBSremain closed The park will remain closed until the end of the 

month.PHRASESclosed to the public/visitors The church is currently closed to the 
public because of restoration work.closed for 
repairs/maintenance/refurbishment The Grand Opera House remains closed for 

repairs. Closed or shut?Shut means the same as closed. Shut is mainly used in  

spoken English. Signs on buildings say closed, not shut. You usually  

say temporarily/permanently closed, not temporarily/permanently  

shut. ANTONYMS → open1 (2)3. restricted to a particular group of peopleNOUNSa 

closed meeting/session The committee held a closed meeting from which the public 
was excluded.a closed world/society In those days Japan was a closed society and 
there was little contact with foreigners.4. not willing to accept new ideas or 

influencesNOUNSa closed mind He was accused of having a closed mind, and of not 
listening to other people’s opinions 

cloth /klɒθ $ klɒːθ/ noun  1. material used for making things such as 

clothesADJECTIVES/NOUNS + clothwoollen/linen/silk cloth His suit was made of dark 
grey woollen cloth.dark/light cloth He wore a heavy cloak of dark cloth.fine cloth His 
waistcoat was made of fine cloth.coarse cloth (=rough cloth made from thick 

threads) The shawl was made of coarse cloth.VERBSmake/manufacture/produce 
cloth The cloth is made on a machine called a loom.weave 
cloth The cloth is woven by hand.cut cloth You need sharp scissors 

to cut the cloth.dye cloth The cloth is dyed and then washed.cloth + NOUNSa cloth 
cap/coat/bag A tall man wearing a cloth cap suddenly appeared.cloth 
making/manufacture Cloth making was well established in the area by the 15th 

century.a cloth merchant Her family were wealthy cloth merchants.2. a piece of cloth 
used for a particular purposeADJECTIVESa damp/wet cloth She cleaned the surfaces 
with a damp cloth.a clean cloth Cover the wound with a clean cloth.a soft cloth Use 

a soft cloth to clean stainless steel.an old cloth I use an old cloth to clean the glass.a 
cotton/linen cloth Gently wipe the lens with a cotton cloth.VERBSclean/wipe sth 

with a cloth The waitress was wiping the tables with a damp cloth.wrap sth in a 
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cloth He wrapped the gun in a cloth.cover sth with a cloth The body was covered 

with a cloth.lay/put/spread a cloth over sth The priest laid a linen cloth over the 

altar. Tablecloth (= which you put on a table), facecloth (=which you use for  

washing your face), and dishcloth (=which you use for washing plates) are usually  

written as one word.  

clothes /kləʊðz, kləʊz $ kloʊðz, kloʊz/ noun  the things that people 

wearADJECTIVES/NOUNS + clothesnew/old clothes I like your new 
clothes.clean/dirty clothes I can’t wait to get out of these dirty 

clothes.good/nice/beautiful/expensive/fashionable clothes The magazine was 
full of pictures of people wearing expensive clothes.warm/dry/wet clothes It’s cold 
in the mountains and you’ll need plenty of warm clothes.designer clothes (=made by 

a well-known designer) She spends hundreds of pounds on designer 
clothes.work/school/sports clothes He changed out of his work clothes.formal 
clothes It’s best to wear formal clothes for an interview.smart clothes BrE (=nice 

neat clothes that you wear for formal occasions) Do you have to wear smart clothes to 
work?casual clothes Most people feel more comfortable in casual clothes.sb’s best 
clothes They wore their best clothes for the photograph.ordinary/everyday 

clothes Everyone else was wearing ordinary clothes.second-hand clothes (=not 
new) Charity shops sell second-hand clothes at low prices.children’s clothes/baby 
clothes You don’t have to pay tax on children’s clothes in the UK.maternity 

clothes (=for women who are having a baby) The shop sells maternity 
clothes.winter/summer clothes The shops are already full of winter clothes.baggy 
clothes (=that do not fit tightly) She always wears baggy clothes that hide her 

figure.scruffy/shabby clothes (=dirty and untidy) I didn’t want to go to the 

restaurant in scruffy clothes. You use civilian clothes to mean ordinary clothes, not a  

military uniform: The soldiers were told to wear civilian clothes when off  

duty. Use plain clothes to mean ordinary clothes when saying that a police officer is  

not wearing a uniform: He was arrested by officers in plain clothes. VERBSwear 

clothes She always wears beautiful clothes.be dressed in … clothes The man was 
dressed in ordinary clothes.put your clothes on I told him to get up and put some 

clothes on.take your clothes off also remove your clothes formal She took off her 
clothes and slipped into bed.change your clothes I usually change my clothes as soon 
as I get home from work.PHRASESa change of clothes (=another set of clothes to put 

on) He only took a small bag with a change of clothes.THESAURUS: 

clothesclothingused when talking in general about a type of clothes, or about  

making or selling clothes. Also used in the phrase a piece/item/article of  

clothing (=one of the things that someone wears):You’ll need to take some warm 

clothing. | It is important to wear protective clothing at all times. | a clothing  

manufacturer | a clothing retailer | Police found a piece of clothing in the bushes. | I  

took a change of clothing with me.garment formalsomething that you wear. Garment  
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is often used when talking about people and companies that make clothes, or when 

talking about a type of clothes:They work in the garment industry. | Garment  

workers are often poorly paid. | The clothes are made in garment factories in  

Asia. | The burqa is a garment worn by some Muslim women, which covers the head 

and body.dressa particular style of clothes:Casual dress is not appropriate for an  

interview. | The picture shows a group of men in evening dress. | You have to  

wear fancy dress for the party (=clothes that make you look like a particular type of  

person, which you wear for fun). | The local people were wearing their traditional  

dress. Dress is not used on its own in this meaning – it needs to have an adjective  

before it. wearused about types of clothes sold in a shop, in the following phrases.  

Don’t use wear on its own:The shop sells children’s wear. | Can you tell me where 

the women’s wear department is? | Designer wear can be very expensive. | He 

preferred casual wear to formal clothes. Wear is often used to form nouns, for  

example sportswear and menswear. Wear is not used on its  

own. gear /ɡɪə $ ɡɪr/ informalclothes for a particular sport or activity:She was  

wearing her running gear. | Have you got all your sports gear?wardrobeall the clothes  

that you own, or all the clothes that you wear at a particular time of year:Her wardrobe 

consisted mainly of smart clothes for work. | I will need a new summer  

wardrobe. | You could win a complete new wardrobe!  

clothing /ˈkləʊðɪŋ $ ˈkloʊ-/ noun  the things that people 

wearADJECTIVES/NOUNS + clothingwarm clothing The flood victims need shelter 
and warm clothing.light clothing (=made from thin material) You’ll only need light 

clothing during the day.waterproof clothing Always take a map and waterproof 
clothing when walking on the hills.protective clothing Laboratory technicians have to 
wear special protective clothing.loose clothing (=that does not fit 

tightly) Wear loose comfortable clothing when travelling.tight clothing Tight 
clothing may show your underwear.outdoor clothing The shop sells ski-wear and 
other outdoor clothing.outer clothing (=that you wear over other clothes) They were 

getting hot, so they stopped to remove their outer clothing.designer clothing (=made 
by a well-known designer) She had been to all the designer clothing stores in 
London.vintage clothing (=old and interesting) She likes buying vintage clothing from 

the 1950s.sports clothing The shop has a range of sports equipment and sports 
clothing.winter/summer clothing It was cold, and they had not brought any winter 
clothing.clothing + NOUNSthe clothing industry There are plenty of job opportunities 

in the clothing industry.a clothing manufacturer/company He works for a 
large clothing manufacturer.a clothing store She stopped to look in the window of a 
clothing store.a clothing factory She worked in a clothing 

factory. Clothing or clothes?Clothing sounds more formal. It is often used when  

talking about the business of making and selling clothes. For example, you usually  
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say a clothing manufacturer or the clothing industry. (It is much less common to  

use clothes with these words.)Clothes is the usual word to use in everyday  

conversation. For example, when talking about your feelings about someone’s clothes,  

you say I like your clothes. and She always wears really nice clothes. (not  

‘clothing’).When talking about clothes in general, you can say  

either warm/dry/clean clothes or warm/dry/clean clothing. Clothing sounds a little  

more formal and less personal than clothes. PHRASESa piece of clothing There 

were pieces of clothing scattered around the room.an item/article of 
clothing formal (=a piece of clothing) All items of clothing should be clearly labelled.a 

layer of clothing In very cold weather it’s good to wear several layers of 

clothing.THESAURUS: clothing→ clothes 

cloud /klaʊd/ noun  1. a white or grey mass in the sky formed from very small 

drops of waterADJECTIVES/NOUNS + clouda dark/grey/black cloud Dark 
clouds usually mean rain.a white cloud There was a bright blue sky with a few white 

clouds.heavy/thick cloud By midday, heavy cloud had spread across the 
sky.low/high cloud Low cloud spoiled our view from the top of the hills.storm/rain 
clouds Dark storm clouds were moving in from the Atlantic.a threatening 

cloud (=looking as if it will produce rain) By ten o’clock the threatening clouds had 

vanished and the town was bathed in sunlight. Thundercloud is written as one  

word: He pointed to the black thunderclouds overhead. VERBSclouds 

gather/form The sky had darkened and clouds had gathered.clouds cover/hide 
sth also clouds obscure sth formal The moon was now hidden by clouds and the sky 

was dark.clouds clear/lift (=disappear) At last the rain had stopped and 
the clouds had cleared.clouds part (=move away from each other) Suddenly 
the clouds that covered the moon parted.clouds move/roll A narrow band 

of cloud has been moving across the country.clouds drift/float (=move slowly) A 
few clouds drifted across the top of the mountains.clouds race/scud (=move 
quickly) A strong wind was blowing and the clouds were scudding across the 

sky.clouds hang above/over a place Heavy grey clouds hung over the town.cloud + 

NOUNScloud cover (=cloud across the whole sky) The cloud cover should disappear by 
the afternoon.a cloud formation formal (=a shape in which cloud forms) His 

notebooks contain careful descriptions of cloud formations.PHRASESa bank/mass of 
cloud (=a large amount of cloud) A heavy bank of cloud was creeping across the sky.a 
band of cloud (=a long narrow area) Long narrow bands of cloud stretched across the 

valley.a layer of cloud The moon was shining through a thin layer of cloud.a 
blanket/veil of cloud (=a layer of cloud which stops you being able to see 
something) In the morning, a blanket of cloud still covered the hills.wisps of 

cloud (=long thin pieces) The plane flew through occasional wisps of cloud.a 
break/gap in the cloud(s) The moon was visible through breaks in the cloud.the sun 
breaks through the clouds (=it starts to be seen) The late morning sun was 
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beginning to break through the clouds.THESAURUS: cloudfogvery thick cloud 

near the ground which is difficult to see through:The cars crashed into each other  

in thick fog. | The fog had lifted slightly (=disappeared) and we were able to see the 

shapes of the mountains.mistlight cloud near the ground that makes it difficult for you 

to see very far. Mist is usually not as thick as fog. You often get mist near areas of  

water or mountains:The morning mist was lifting and the sun was coming up. | A grey 

mist hung over the water. | The hills were shrouded in mist (=surrounded by 

mist).hazesmoke, dust, or mist in the air which is difficult to see through:He saw the 

horses coming towards him through a haze of dust. | The road shimmered in the heat  

haze. | A pale blue haze hung over the far-off mountains.smogdirty air that looks like  

a mixture of smoke and fog, caused by smoke from cars and factories in cities:The city  

is covered in smog for much of the year. | A smog warning was issued for parts of  

Southern Oregon.thunderclouda large dark cloud that you see before or during a  

storm:He watched the thunderclouds roll across the valley.vapour trail BrE vapor 

trail AmEthe white line that is left in the sky by a plane:High overhead, a  

jet left its vapour trail across the blue sky.2. a mass of dust, smoke etc in the 

airPHRASESa cloud of dust/ash also a dust/ash cloud The car disappeared down the 

road in a cloud of white dust. | The plane flew into a volcanic ash cloud.a cloud of 
smoke/steam/gas The fire sent up a huge cloud of smoke.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ clouda great/big/huge/vast cloud of sth Where the bomb had landed, there was 

a great cloud of dust.a thick/dense cloud of sth These volcanic eruptions throw 
up dense clouds of ash.a swirling cloud (=moving around and around) A swirling 
cloud of smoke hid everything.a billowing cloud (=rising and moving 

outwards) Another piece of wall collapsed, sending up a billowing cloud of dust.VERBSa 
cloud rises When I turned over, a big cloud of dust rose from the mattress. 

cloudless /ˈklaʊdləs/ adjective  THESAURUS > sunny 

cloudy /ˈklaʊdi/ adjective  if the weather is cloudy, there are a lot of clouds in 

the skyNOUNScloudy weather The weather has been cloudy all week.a cloudy 
sky The sky was cloudy and dark.a cloudy day/morning/afternoon It looks like 
another cloudy day. | It was a cloudy afternoon with a few showers of 

rain.VERBSbecome cloudy It became cloudy later in the day.the sky grew 
cloudy especially literary (=became cloudy) The sky grew cloudy and it started to 
rain.ADVERBSmostly/partly cloudy The weekend will be mostly cloudy, with a chance 

of thunderstorms. | Thursday will be partly cloudy, with some 

sunshine.THESAURUS: 

cloudyfoggyweather | day | morning | afternoon | night | conditions | roadif  

the weather is foggy, there is a lot of thick low cloud that is difficult to see through.  

You use foggy especially about cities, roads, and low-lying places:The weather was  

very foggy and it was difficult to see anything. | It was a foggy day in London in  

November. | It was a cold foggy morning outside my window. | His car went off the 

road one foggy night. | Vehicles are travelling too fast for the foggy conditions. | A 
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truck collided with a bus on a foggy 

road.mistyweather | day | morning | afternoon | night | mountain | hills | sky |

 air | darkness | rain | conditionsif the weather is misty, there is a lot of light low 

cloud that is difficult to see through. You use misty especially about places that are 

next to water or in the mountains:The weather was wet and misty. | The day was grey 

and misty and it was difficult to see the path. | We went out on the lake one misty  

morning to catch some fish. | The town is surrounded by misty mountains. | They set  

off up the misty hills. | The sky was grey and misty. | He looked out into the misty  

darkness. | They walked through the misty rain. | The match was played in cool  

and misty  

conditions.hazysky | sunshine | morning | afternoon | day | outline | horizonif  

the sky is hazy, the air looks cloudy and it is difficult to see clearly, because there is  

smoke, dust, or mist in it:The sun was a dull glow in the hazy sky. | Hazy 

sunshine streamed in through the living room window. | It was a calm, windless  

and hazy morning as they left Clapham. | I went there on a hazy autumn day. | Every  

now and then, the hazy outline of a castle would appear on the horizon. | The rice  

fields stretch from the sea to the hazy horizon of blue mountains. | They could see the 

town ahead in the hazy 

distance.overcastsky | day | morning | afternoon | conditionsif the sky is  

overcast, it is dark and completely covered with clouds, and it will rain  

soon:The sky became overcast and it looked like it was going to rain. | It was a  

damp overcast day. | Overcast conditions are forecast for  

tomorrow.grey BrE gray AmEsky | weather | day | morning | afternoonif the sky 

is grey, there are a lot of dark clouds:She stared out of the train window at the grey 

sky. | The weather was cold and grey. | It’s a very gray day. | It was another grey 

morning.dullweather | day | morning | afternoon | skydull weather is cloudy and 

with no sunshine – used especially when this looks rather miserable:It’s nice to see 

some sunshine, after all the dull weather we’ve been having. | It was a dull day in  

February. | a dull winter’s morning | The plane’s landing lights blazed against the dull  

sky.gloomyweather | day | morning | afternoon | night | skygloomy weather is  

dark and cloudy, in a depressing way:The gloomy weather is set to continue over the 

next few days. | It was a gloomy day when we arrived back in England. | I couldn’t see 

the moon or the stars, only the gloomy sky. | The morning was grey 

and gloomy.leaden literaryskya leaden sky is grey and full of dark clouds:Snow fell  

from a leaden sky. Leaden means ‘looking like lead’, which is a heavy grey-coloured  

metal.  

club /klʌb/ noun  an organization for people who share a particular interest or 

enjoy similar activitiesADJECTIVES/NOUNS + cluba sports club Why don’t you join one 
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of the school sports clubs?a tennis/chess/gardening etc club She is the secretary of 

the local tennis club.a fan club (=for people who like a particular team, band, 
performer etc) I used to be a member of the Take That fan club.a youth club (=for 

young people) The youth club is on Thursday nights in the village hall.a social 
club (=where you meet people and talk) Older people may benefit from joining a social 
club.a health club (=where you go to do physical exercise) The hotel has its 

own health club with a range of exercise equipment.a country club (=a sports and 
social club, usually in the countryside) Ted was a member of an exclusive country 
club.VERBSbelong to a club Do you belong to any university clubs or societies?join a 

club I decided to join the computer club.form/start a club It’s always possible 
to form your own club.run a club My dad helps to run the rowing club.a club 
meets The club meets every Monday evening at 6.30 p.m.club + NOUNSa club 

member There’s a monthly magazine for club members.club membership Club 
membership costs £300 per year.a club meeting One of our members gave an 
interesting talk at the last club meeting.the club 

chairman/president/secretary Reg took over as club chairman three years 
ago. | For further information about membership, contact the club secretary.a club 
official (=someone with a position of authority in the club) At this meeting we will elect 

new club officials.PHRASESa member of a club They are members of the sailing club. 

clue /kluː/ noun  an object or piece of information that helps someone solve a 

crime or mysteryADJECTIVESan important/useful/valuable clue The car used in the 

robbery may provide important clues.a vital clue (=very important) A videotape could 
hold vital clues to the criminal’s identity.another clue/a further clue They searched 
the surrounding area for further clues.VERBSlook/hunt/search for clues The 

detectives are looking for clues which could help them find the killer. | Investigators 
descended on the crime scene hunting for clues.hold a clue formal (=contain a 
clue) The poem itself holds a clue about who it was written for.give/provide/offer a 

clue also yield a clue formal These old documents may provide a clue to the building’s 
origin. | The presence of certain minerals can yield clues about the planet’s history.find 
a clue He searched through old newspapers, hoping to find some clue as to what had 

happened to his father.leave a clue The robber got away but he may have left a 
vital clue.piece the clues together (=put them together in order to find out the 
truth) We can piece together clues from a variety of research studies.PREPOSITIONSa 

clue to/as to/about sth So far there are no clues as to what caused the 
crash.PHRASESa search for clues She opened every drawer in her desperate search 
for clues. 

clumsy /ˈklʌmzi/ adjective (clumsierclumsiest)  not doing something skilfully, 

or moving in a careless way so that you break or drop things: She was very clumsy and 
was always walking into doors. A clumsy waiter spilled wine all over her new 

skirt.NOUNSa clumsy attempt to do sth He made a clumsy attempt to catch the 
ball.clumsy fingers With clumsy fingers he took out a pack of cigarettes and tried to 
light one.clumsy movement A clumsy movement of her hand knocked the glass onto 

the floor.clumsy handling of sth The government was criticized for its clumsy 
handling of the dispute.PHRASESit was clumsy of sb/how clumsy of sb I'm sorry I 

knocked over your drink - it was really clumsy of me.THESAURUS: 

clumsyawkwardteenagermoving in a way that does not seem relaxed or  



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [371] 

comfortable:When we first met I was a shy awkward teenager. | Her husband 

always looked a bit awkward when he was dancing. | I sometimes feel awkward when 

I'm on stage.ungainlybird | animal | mannermoving in a way that is not graceful –  

used especially about people or things that are big:The ostrich is rather an ungainly  

bird. | She collapsed into the chair in an ungainly manner.uncoordinatednot able to  

control your movements very well, and therefore not very good at physical  

activities:When she first starting playing tennis, her movements were slow and 

uncoordinated.accident-proneoften having accidents:I was very accident-prone as a  

child and was always having to go to hospital.be all fingers and 

thumbs BrE informal be all thumbs AmE informalto be unable to control your fingers  

very well, so that you cannot do something:“Do you want some help unwrapping that?”  

“Yes please, I’m all fingers and thumbs today.”THESAURUS: clumsy→ careless 

coach /kəʊtʃ $ koʊtʃ/ noun  1. someone who trains a person or team in a 

sportADJECTIVES/NOUNS + coacha football/basketball/tennis etc coach Jody 
became the women’s basketball coach.the head coach Jim was head coach of the 

Dallas Mavericks.an assistant coach He took a job as an assistant coach at the 
college.the team coach He’s the youth team coach.the national coach (=for a 
country’s team) Davies was the national coach in the World Cup.a professional 

coach The tennis club has a professional coach.a top coach He’s one of America’s top 
coaches.2. a bus used for long journeysVERBSgo/travel by coach We travelled by 
coach to London.get on/get off a coach A group of tourists were getting 

on the coach.board a coach formal (=get on one) When everyone was there, 
we boarded the coach for the journey home.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + coachan express 
coach (=one that does not stop often) There is an express coach service to the 

airport.an air-conditioned coach Travel is by air-conditioned coach.coach + NOUNSa 
coach trip The two-night coach trip to Paris will cost £149.a coach tour How about 
going on a coach tour around Europe this year?a coach excursion (=a relatively short 

coach journey to visit a place) There are coach excursions to the great classical site at 
Ephesus.a coach party (=a group of people who travel by coach) We’re organizing 

a coach party to the theatre.a coach driver He worked as a part-time coach driver.a 
coach station You will go from Victoria Coach Station to Amsterdam.a coach 
service Our express coach service goes to the South of France and Costa Brava.coach 

travel The advantage of coach travel is that it’s relatively cheap.PREPOSITIONSby 
coach The capital is just three hours away by coach.on a coach I didn’t like the idea of 

sitting on a coach for four hours. Coach is used with this meaning especially in British  

English. In American English, people usually say bus.  

coal /kəʊl $ koʊl/ noun  a hard black mineral which is dug out of the ground and 

burnt to produce heatPHRASESa lump/piece of coal She put a few more lumps of 

coal on the fire.coal + NOUNSa coal fire The room was heated by a coal fire.a coal 
mine My dad worked in a coal mine all his life.coal mining The people feel threatened 
by the expansion of coal mining onto their lands.a coal miner The coal miners’ faces 

were covered in dust.the coal industry In Britain, the coal industry has been in 
decline for many years.a coal merchant Eighteenth-century coal merchants used 
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canals to transport their coal.coal production Coal production in China has fallen in 

recent years.a coal field 1.5 million tonnes of coal a year are mined from the 
Leicestershire coal field.a coal seam (=a layer of coal in the rock) The miners dig coal 

from the coal seams.coal dust Breathing in coal dust caused many miners to die before 
the age of 40.a coal bunker/cellar (=an underground room where coal is kept) They 
used to store the coal in a coal cellar.coal gas (=a gas produced by burning coal) Coal 

gas by-products included a number of toxic chemicals.ADJECTIVEShot/burning 
coals He warmed his hands over the hot coals.clean coal (=coal that produces less 
smoke and is less harmful to the environment) We have invested in clean 

coal technology to safeguard the environment.VERBSburn coal Every time you burn 
coal, you release carbon dioxide into the atmosphere.put coal on a 
fire He put some coal on the fire.produce coal The mine continues to produce coa 

coalition /ˌkəʊəˈlɪʃən $ ˌkoʊə-/ noun  two or more groups that have joined 

together to form a government, fight an election etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS + coalitiona 
political coalition This dispute threatens the prime minister’s fragile political 
coalition.a broad coalition (=formed of very different groups) Power was in the hands 

of a broad coalition of nationalists and ex-communists.the 
ruling/governing/government coalition The March elections may weaken the ruling 

coalition.a left-wing/right-wing etc coalition He is the leader of Italy’s right-wing 
coalition.the opposition coalition The opposition coalition's strength increased from 
37 to 53 seats.a loose coalition (=not very strongly connected) They lost the election 

to a loose coalition of opposition groups of both right and left.a two-party/three-
party etc coalition The composition of the three-party coalition remains 
unchanged.VERBSform a coalition (with sb) The Social Democrats rejected their offer 

to form a coalition.build a coalition He was now seeking to build a coalition of centre 
and left-wing forces.go into/enter into coalition with sb One option is to go into 
coalition with some of the other parties.join a coalition The Greens agreed 

to join the coalition.lead/head a coalition The coalition was led by the Christian 
Democrats and the Socialists.a coalition collapses/falls apart The ruling coalition 
collapsed in June after a minor party pulled out.coalition + NOUNSa coalition 

government The election resulted in a coalition government.a coalition partner The 
Labour Party’s main coalition partner supported the move.a coalition 
member Some coalition members are unhappy with the proposal.a coalition 

party The treaty required the backing of both governing coalition 
parties.PREPOSITIONSa coalition of parties The government is a coalition of seven 
political parties.in coalition with a party They govern in coalition with the Christian 

Democrats. 

coarse /kɔːs $ kɔːrs/ adjective  THESAURUS > rough (1) 

coast /kəʊst $ koʊst/ noun  the area where the land meets the 

seaADJECTIVES/NOUNS + coastthe east/west etc coast We stayed on the south 

coast of the island.the French/English etc coast There have been storms along the 
Spanish coast.the Atlantic/Pacific etc coast This wine is from the Mediterranean 
coast of Spain.a rocky/rugged coast (=with a lot of big rocks or cliffs) On the horizon 

appeared the outline of a rocky coast.coast + NOUNSa coast road In summer the coast 
road is very crowded.a coast path There were wonderful views from the coast 
path.VERBSfollow the coast (=stay close to the coast) The path follows the coast.hug 

the coast (=follow it very closely) A small railway hugs the coast.PREPOSITIONSthe 
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coast of France/California etc They landed on the coast of Italy.along the 

coast We drove east along the coast.up/down the coast (=north or south along the 
coast) They sailed up the coast to Newcastle.on the coast (=on the land near the 

sea) We stayed in a village on the coast.off the coast (=in the sea near the land) The 
ship sank off the coast of Ireland in 1588.PHRASESa stretch of coast (=a long area of 
coast) The 13th-century chapel lies on a spectacular stretch of coast.miles of 

coast Britain has 9,040 miles of coast.(from) coast to coast (=across a country, or 

all over a country) He has been giving talks from coast to coast.THESAURUS: 

coastshorethe land along the edge of the sea or along the edge of a lake:Vevey is a  

pretty town on the shores of Lake Geneva. | The children managed to swim to 

shore but their father was swept out to sea.the seashorethe land along the edge of  

the sea, especially where there is sand and rocks:Waves were crashing onto the 

seashore.coastlinethe edge of the land next to the sea. Used especially about a long 

length of land or the shape it makes, for example as seen from the air:The road follows 

the rugged coastline of northern France for nearly 100 miles (=with a lot of rocks and 

cliffs). | Environmentalists are concerned about possible damage to some of the most  

beautiful stretches of Welsh coastline.seaboardthe part of a country that is close to  

the sea. Seaboard is used mainly about very large countries such as the US or  

Australia:Australia’s eastern seaboard | the Atlantic seaboard of the USthe 

seaside BrEa place at the edge of the sea where people go for a holiday:The children  

love going to the seaside. | Scarborough is a seaside resort in Yorkshire. | She lives in  

the seaside town of Brighton.by the sea BrE by the ocean AmEon land next to the 

sea:We bought a small cottage by the sea. | He always walks by the ocean in the early  

morning.  

coat /kəʊt $ koʊt/ noun  a piece of clothing with buttons and long sleeves that is 

worn over your other clothesADJECTIVESa warm coat You’d better bring a warm coat.a 

heavy/thick coat She was wearing a heavy coat and a thick scarf.a light coat (=a 
thin coat) I took a light coat in case the weather got cooler in the evening.a long 
coat He was wearing a long black coat.a leather/fur etc coat She was wearing a fake 

fur coat.a waterproof coat I took my walking boots and a waterproof coat.a white 
coat (=worn by medical or laboratory staff to protect their clothes) The hospital doctors 
all wore white coats.NOUNS + coata winter coat You need a good winter coat in 

Canada.a morning coat (=a formal coat that men sometimes wear for weddings) The 

picture shows him dressed in his morning coat. Raincoat, overcoat (=a long warm  

coat worn in cold weather), and greatcoat (=a big thick coat worn by soldiers) are  

written as one word. VERBSwear a coat The men wore long coats.put on your 

coat also pull on your coat written Mark stood up and put on his coat.take off your 
coat also remove your coat formal She took off her coat and went into the 
kitchen.button (up)/do up your coat She shivered as she buttoned 

up her coat.unbutton/undo your coat He was hot, so he undid his coat.hang up 
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your coat We hung up our coats and went through to the lounge. When telling  

someone to put their coat on, people often say Get your coat on. coat + NOUNSsb’s 

coat pocket I thought my wallet was in my coat pocket.sb’s coat sleeve/collar The 

little boy was pulling at his mother’s coat sleeve.a coat hook (=for hanging a coat on a 
wall) There are some coat hooks in the hall. 

code /kəʊd $ koʊd/ noun  1. a set of rules, laws, or principles for 

behaviourADJECTIVES/NOUNS + codea moral/ethical code Children learn their 
parents’ moral code.a strict code Companies have to follow a strict code on the 
treatment of workers.a voluntary code (=one that people are not legally obliged to 

follow) The newspaper industry is governed only by a voluntary code.a dress 
code (=rules about what you must wear) Some of the more expensive clubs have a 
dress code.the penal/criminal code (=laws relating to the punishment of 

criminals) At that time the penal code allowed the death penalty.an unwritten 
code (=not formal or official but followed by most people) There’s an unwritten 
code about how boys should treat their girlfriends.a legal code (=rules decided by 

law) What is the legal code on the use of chemicals in farming?the Highway 
Code (=the official rules about driving in Britain) You will be tested on your knowledge 
of the Highway Code.the Country Code (=a set of rules for visiting the country in 

Britain) According to the Country Code you should always close gates behind 
you.VERBShave a code Most professional organizations have a code of ethics.draw 

up/lay down a code TV companies have drawn up their own code relating to 
advertising.adopt/introduce/establish a code The company has introduced a 
dress code for employees.follow a code also comply with a code formal When using 

dangerous chemicals, it’s important to follow a basic safety code.break a 
code also breach/violate/contravene a code formal Travel agents can be fined if 
they break the code. | Any companies breaching the code will be forced to leave the 

Association.enforce a code (=make sure that people follow it) A code of practice is 
useless if it isn’t enforced.PHRASESa code of practice/conduct/ethics (=rules for 
people in a particular profession) There is a strict code of conduct for doctors.a code of 

behaviour BrE a code of behavior AmE Each society follows its own code of 
behaviour.a code of honour BrE a code of honor AmE (=a moral code about the best 
way to behave) The soldiers’ strict code of honour means that they all support each 

other.2. a system of signs or symbols for sending secret messagesADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ codea secret code We can’t understand the message – it must be some sort 
of secret code.a security code (=a secret word, set of numbers etc used for protecting 

something) Only senior employees know the security code for the gate.Morse 
code (=a system of short and long sounds, or flashes of light) Soldiers used radios to 
communicate in Morse code.VERBSbreak/crack a code also decipher a 

code formal (=discover how to understand it) My job in the army was deciphering the 
codes used by the enemy.code + NOUNSa code word (=a secret word that you must 
say in order to get information or enter a place) He gave me the code word so I showed 

him the map.a code name (=a secret name used for referring to something or 
someone) The attack was always referred to by the code name ‘Operation 
Overlord’.PREPOSITIONSin code Secret agents sent messages to each other in 

code.code for sth ‘We’re Oscar Mike’ is code for ‘we’re on the move’. 
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coffee /ˈkɒfi $ ˈkɒːfi, ˈkɑːfi/ noun  a hot dark brown drink with a slightly bitter 

tasteADJECTIVESstrong coffee I need some strong coffee to wake me up.fresh 
coffee (=made recently using coffee beans) The room was filled with the delicious 
smell of fresh coffee.black coffee (=without milk) I’ve ordered 

two black coffees.white coffee (=with milk) I’d like a tea and a white coffee, 
please.decaffeinated coffee also decaf coffee informal (=without any caffeine in 
it) The restaurant didn’t serve decaf coffee so I had tea instead.VERBShave (a) 

coffee She always has coffee with her breakfast.go for (a) coffee (=go out to drink 
coffee) Let’s go for a coffee and discuss your idea.make 
coffee I’ll make some coffee.drink coffee I don’t drink coffee in the evening because it 

keeps me awake.pour the coffee He poured the coffee into mugs.sip coffee (=drink it 
slowly) Dad sat in his chair, peacefully sipping his coffee.spill coffee She spilled 
coffee on her skirt.coffee + NOUNSa coffee break (=a break from work to have some 

coffee) Shall we stop for a coffee break?a coffee cup/mug (=a cup or mug for 
drinking coffee) The café has run out of coffee cups.a coffee pot (=a pot for making 
coffee in) She lifted the coffee pot and poured herself some coffee.a coffee 

machine (=that makes coffee) Instead of working, he stands at the coffee 
machine talking to friends.a coffee shop/bar (=a café) There’s a coffee shop inside 

the hospital.a coffee stain (=a mark left by coffee or a coffee cup) It’s an old carpet 
covered in coffee stains.PHRASEStake/like your coffee black/white/with sugar 
etc (=prefer to drink it with or without milk and sugar) I take my coffee black. | How 

do you like your coffee?a cup/mug of coffee (=a cup or mug containing coffee) He 
usually has a cup of coffee after lunch.a pot/flask of coffee (=a pot or flask 
containing coffee) Shall I make a pot of coffee?coffee with/without milk (=used 

instead of saying white or black coffee) Can I have two coffees with 

milk?THESAURUS: coffeeTYPES OF COFFEEespressostrong black Italian coffee:I’ll  

have a double espresso.lattecoffee made by adding a lot of hot milk to a small amount  

of strong coffee:Two lattes, please.cappuccinocoffee that has hot milk with a lot of  

bubbles in it, usually with chocolate powder on top:I’ll have another cappuccino,  

please.Americanocoffee made by pouring a small amount of strong black Italian  

coffee on top of hot water:Can I have an Americano?decaf informalcoffee that does  

not contain caffeine. Decaf is short for ‘decaffeinated’:I always drink decaf. | a decaf  

latteskinnya skinny latte or cappuccino has very low-fat milk in it:I asked for a skinny 

latte, not a full-fat one.filter coffeecoffee made using a paper filter:We usually drink  

filter coffee at home.iced coffeecoffee served cold with ice:a can of iced coffee 

coin /kɔɪn/ noun  a flat round piece of metal, used as moneyADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ coina gold/silver etc coin In his hand there was a silver coin.a pound/dollar etc 
coin The machine will only accept pound coins.a Roman/Greek/Egyptian etc 
coin Roman coins showed the head of the emperor.VERBStoss a coin BrE flip a 

coin AmE (=throw it up in the air to decide something) The referee tossed a coin at the 
beginning of the match.put a coin in the slot (=put it into a thin hole in a machine, so 
that you can pay for something) She put a coin in the slot of the vending machine and 

selected a chocolate bar.count coins He counted the coins in his pocket.mint a 
coin (=make a coin) The ten-franc coin was first minted in Paris in 1856.issue a 
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coin (=make it available to be used) They issued a special coin to celebrate the royal 

wedding. 

coincidence /kəʊˈɪnsədəns, kəʊˈɪnsɪdəns $ koʊ-/ noun  a situation in which two 

things happen together in a surprising or unusual way because of 

chanceADJECTIVESpure/sheer/mere coincidence (=just coincidence and nothing 
else) It was pure coincidence that we both arrived on the same plane. | Is it mere 
coincidence that they always seem to employ men as drivers?a 

happy/lucky/fortunate coincidence By a happy coincidence I met an old friend at 
the conference.an unfortunate coincidence By a very unfortunate coincidence, she 
didn’t get either of his emails.a strange/curious/odd coincidence What a strange 

coincidence that they were born on the same day!a 
remarkable/amazing/extraordinary coincidence It was an extraordinary 
coincidence seeing him there.a complete coincidence (=used when emphasizing that 

something was a coincidence) It was a complete coincidence – I wasn’t planning to see 
her again.PREPOSITIONSby a ... coincidence also by coincidence By 
a remarkable coincidence, his new boss has the same name as him.PHRASESWhat a 

coincidence! It’s your birthday today too! What a coincidence!it is a coincidence 
that It was a remarkable coincidence that two people with the same name were staying 

at the hotel.it is no coincidence that (=it is deliberate) It’s no coincidence that the 
government made the announcement today.be more than (a) coincidence When I 
saw him a third time, I realized it was more than just coincidence.a string/series of 

coincidences The accident happened because of a string of unfortunate coincidences. 

cold1 /kəʊld $ koʊld/ adjective (coldercoldest)  having a low 

temperatureNOUNScold weather/climate More cold weather is expected later this 
week.a cold night/day It was a cold night in December.a cold winter In a cold 

winter, we have the heating on all day.a cold wind A cold wind was blowing from the 
north.cold water He fell into the cold water of the North Sea.a cold drink/beer I 
need a nice cold drink.cold food The café only serves cold food at lunchtime.a cold 

meal/dish You can choose from a range of hot and cold dishes.a cold 
floor/surface We had to spend the night on the cold floor.a cold 
country/place/house The bears live mainly in cold countries.a cold spell/snap (=a 

short period of cold weather) A lot of plants died during the cold snap. | Apart from 
a cold spell in November, it was a mild winter.ADVERBSfreezing cold (=extremely 

cold) Take your gloves – it’s freezing cold out there.bitterly cold (=extremely cold, in 
a way that hurts your skin) It was a bitterly cold day in 
January.unusually/exceptionally cold Crops have suffered during this period 

of unusually cold weather.ice cold His skin was ice cold.VERBSfeel 
cold I feel really cold – can we put the heating on?get cold also turn/grow cold more 
formal (=become cold) The birds fly south before the weather turns cold.eat sth 

cold/serve sth cold You can eat the beans cold.PHRASESit’s cold It’s cold in here – 

do you mind if I put the heating on?THESAURUS: coldA LITTLE  

COLDcooldrink | place | breeze | air | weather | day | evening | morning | sheet

sa little cold, especially in a way that feels pleasant:He poured himself a cool  

drink. | Store the seeds in a cool place. | There was a nice cool breeze coming up from 

the river. | She took a breath of the cool night air. | The cooler weather was good for  

cycling. | She climbed between the cool sheets, pulling the covers up around her. | The 
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air-

conditioning keeps everyone cool.chillyweather | wind | breeze | air | day | night

 | evening | rooma little cold, especially in a way that feels rather uncomfortable:In  

November the weather began to turn chilly (=become chilly). | Residents stood 

shivering in the chilly night air. | It was a chilly evening when I left  

London. | The room was uncomfortably chilly. | It’s getting a bit chilly in  

here.draughty BrE drafty AmEroom | house | corridor | hall | platform | window

with cold air blowing in from outside, in a way that feels uncomfortable:Old houses can 

be very draughty. | They waited for over an hour on a cold and draughty  

platform. | Plastic foam strips can be fitted around draughty windows to stop all the 

heat from escaping.crispday | morning | evening | air | weathercold, dry, and 

clear, in a way that seems pleasant:I love these crisp autumn mornings. | The 

clean crisp air in the mountains is good for your  

health.frostyweather | day | morning | evening | groundin frosty weather, the 

ground is covered in frost (=a white powder which consists of very small pieces of  

ice):The frosty weather made the countryside look even more beautiful. | It was a  

bright frosty morning.VERY 

COLDfreezing spokenweather | wind | water | night | day | evening | morning | 

house | roomvery cold – used when this makes you feel very  

uncomfortable:A freezing wind howled across the mountain. | The water in the pool  

was freezing at first. | The house was freezing, so I decided to light the fire. | Sally lay  

in bed in a freezing cold room. | It’s freezing cold outside. | You look absolutely 

freezing!icywater | weather | conditions | wind | air | blastvery cold, especially  

when the temperature is below zero:The boat sank in the icy waters of the lake. | Try  

to avoid going outdoors in icy weather. | She shivered in the icy wind and pulled her  

hat down over her ears. | An icy blast came through the trees (=a sudden very cold  

wind).arcticconditions | weather | wastelandextremely cold and unpleasant, with  

snow and ice:He would not survive for long in the arctic conditions.ANTONYMS → hot 

cold2 /kəʊld $ koʊld/ noun  1. a common illness that makes it difficult to breathe 

through your noseADJECTIVESa bad cold If you have a bad cold, just stay in bed.a 

nasty cold also a heavy cold BrE (=a very bad one) He sounded as if he had a heavy 
cold.a streaming cold BrE (=a cold in which a lot of liquid comes from your nose) You 
shouldn’t go to work if you’ve got a streaming cold.a slight cold It’s only a slight 

cold – I’ll be fine tomorrow.the common cold There are hundreds of viruses that 
cause the common cold.NOUNS + colda head cold (=affecting your nose and head) A 
bad head cold can sometimes feel like flu.a chest cold (=affecting your chest) He was 

taking cough medicine for a chest cold.VERBShave a cold also have got a 
cold spoken She’s staying at home today because she’s got a cold.be getting a 
cold (=be starting to have a cold) I think I might be getting a cold.catch a 

cold (=start to have one) I caught a cold and had to miss the match.come/go down 
with a cold (=catch a cold) A lot of people go down with colds at this time of 
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year.suffer from a cold He was suffering from a cold and feeling rather 

miserable. | Some people suffer from more colds than others.2. a situation in which the 
temperature is lowADJECTIVESthe bitter/freezing/biting cold (=extreme cold) We 

stood outside for hours in the freezing cold.extreme cold Extreme cold will damage 
these plants.the winter cold The animal’s thick fur protects it from the winter 
cold.VERBSfeel the cold (=feel uncomfortable because of the cold) I feel the cold more 

as I get older.shiver/shake with cold He awoke at dawn, shivering with cold.keep 
out the cold They wrapped old sacks round themselves to keep out the 
cold.PREPOSITIONSin the cold They waited in the cold outside the cinema.out of the 

cold She told him to come in out of the cold.against the cold (=in order to protect 
yourself from the cold) The spectators were well wrapped-up against the 
cold.PHRASESblue with cold Her hands were blue with cold.numb with cold (=so cold 

you can’t feel anything) He tried to light a cigarette, but his fingers were numb with 
cold. 

collapse verb  THESAURUS > fail (1) 

colleague AC /ˈkɒliːɡ $ ˈkɑː-/ noun [C]  someone who you work with in a 

company or organization, for example someone working in the same office, or someone 
teaching in the same schoolADJECTIVESa former colleague Friends and former 

colleagues described him as a kind and caring man.a close colleague (=one who you 
know very well) The two men were close colleagues and shared the same office for 
many years.a junior/senior colleague Junior colleagues often came to her for 

advice.a male/female colleague She discovered that her male colleagues were 
earning more than she was.a trusted colleague He only told his most trusted 
colleagues about his plans.PHRASESa colleague of mine/hers etc He is a colleague of 

mine from work.THESAURUS: colleagueworkmate BrEsomeone who you work 

with. Workmate is more informal than colleague:He went out for a drink with his  

workmates.coworker AmEsomeone who you work with:I was sad to say goodbye to  

all of my coworkers.associatesomeone who you work with, especially another  

businessman or businesswoman:They are close friends and business associates.staffall  

the people who work for an organization:The company employs a total of 520 

staff. | The manager called a staff meeting.  

collect /kəˈlekt/ verb  to get things of the same type from different places and 

bring them togetherNOUNScollect information/data The company collects 
information about people's buying habits.collect money Parents are trying to collect 
enough money to build a new school sports hall.collect taxes The government failed to 

collect taxes properly and the economy was in a terrible state.collect 
ideas/suggestions She's collecting ideas for her new novel.collect recipes After 25 
years of collecting recipes, she has compiled them into a cookbook.collect signatures 

for sth We’ve been out collecting signatures for our petition.ADVERBScollect sth 
together His articles were collected together and published as a 

book.THESAURUS: 

collectgatherinformation | evidence | crops | wood | firewoodto collect  

information from different places, or to collect crops, flowers, wood etc, especially from 

the ground:Computers make it easier to gather information. | The secret service had 
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gathered evidence of a meeting in Switzerland in June 2012. | The farmers are 

gathering their crops. | The men gathered firewood for the 

winter.assemble formalevidence | information | factsto collect something such as  

information in an organized way:When all the evidence has been assembled, we will  

write our report. | Brier assembled the information while researching a television  

program. | A committee was set up to assemble the facts. You can also  

use assemble about bringing together a group of people in order to do  

something: He has assembled a fine team of young players. build  

upcollection | library | reservesto gradually collect more things of the same type 

over time:He has built up one of the country’s finest collections of art. | They built a  

library of over 2,000 books. | The government has built up large reserves of  

oil.accumulatewealth | knowledge | evidenceto gradually get more and more of  

something such as money, possessions, or knowledge, over time. Accumulate is more 

formal than build up:He is driven by the desire to accumulate wealth. | They believed 

in the importance of accumulating knowledge. | The police believe that they have 

accumulated enough evidence against him to convict  

him.amassfortune | wealth | collection | knowledgeto collect a large amount of  

something such as money, information, or knowledge, over time:Carnegie amassed a  

fortune in the steel industry. | In the book, Ptolemy summarized the scientific  

knowledge that had been amassed over the previous centuries.run 

up informaldebt | bill | lossto allow a debt to increase quickly, especially by spending  

too much:He ran up huge gambling debts. | Students shouldn't have to run up bills to  

pay for their education - it should be free. | The company ran up losses of over £300 

million.  

collection /kəˈlekʃən/ noun  a set of things that are kept or brought 

togetherADJECTIVES/NOUNS + collectiona large/vast/extensive collection The 

museum has an extensive collection of Greek statues.a fine collection (=a very good 
collection) The palace has the finest collection of Scottish paintings in the world.a 
fascinating/remarkable collection You can see a fascinating collection of historic 

vehicles at the Transport Museum.a complete/comprehensive 
collection (=containing everything or nearly everything of a particular kind) She has 
a complete collection of his novels.a diverse collection formal (=containing things of 

very different types) The book is a diverse collection of stories from European writers.a 
private collection (=belonging to a person rather than a museum, gallery etc) Many 
of the paintings are now in private collections.a museum/library 

collection The museum collection contains objects from all over the world.a 
permanent collection (=one that is permanently kept at a particular museum 
etc) The art gallery hosts touring exhibitions and a permanent collection.an art 

collection The National Gallery has an excellent art collection.a music/record/CD 
collection (=all of someone’s CDs, music etc) Her enormous CD collection fills an 

entire room.a stamp/coin/book collection My uncle gave me his stamp collection.a 
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photographic collection There are many famous pictures in the 

museum’s photographic collection.VERBShave/own a collection She has an 
amazing collection of Chinese vases.start a collection I decided to start a 

coin collection.build up/assemble a collection He gradually built up a collection of 
plants from all over the world.hold/house a collection formal (=contain a 
collection) The museum holds a remarkable collection of 19th-century 

photographs.boast a collection formal (=have a very impressive one) The 
park boasts a fine collection of trees.add sth to your collection She bought him 
another hat to add to his collection.a collection consists of sth The collection consists 

of over 500 pictures.a collection contains/includes sth Her collection includes both 
oil and watercolour paintings.catalogue a collection (=make a list of the items in 
it) The church is looking for someone to catalogue its collection of religious 

paintings.donate a collection (=give it to someone) He decided to donate his 
collection of birds’ eggs to the Natural History Museum.bequeath a collection (=give 
it to someone after you die) She has bequeathed her impressive art collection to the 

National Gallery. 

collector /kəˈlektə $ -ər/ noun  1. someone who collects things that are 

interesting or attractiveADJECTIVESa keen/enthusiastic/avid collector She’s an avid 

collector of vintage movie posters.a great collector (=someone who collects a lot of 
things) He was a great collector of Chinese ceramics.a serious collector If you are 
a serious collector, the money is not important.a private collector The painting was 

bought by a private collector for £1.5 million.a wealthy collector Wealthy 
collectors will pay up to $10 million for one of his pictures.NOUNS + collectoran art 
collector My uncle is an art collector and he has dozens of paintings in his house.a 

stamp/book/record etc collector Record collectors will pay hundreds of dollars for 
one of his early records.PHRASESa collector’s item (=an object that people want to 
have because it is interesting or rare) Tiffany lamps are now a real collector’s 

item.2. someone whose job is to collect thingsNOUNS + collectora tax/debt/rent 
collector He worked as a tax collector for the government.a ticket 
collector The ticket collector asked for my ticket.a refuse/rubbish collector BrE a 

garbage collector AmE The rubbish collectors have to pick up all the litter. 

college /ˈkɒlɪdʒ $ ˈkɑː-/ noun  a place where people can study after they leave 

schoolADJECTIVES/NOUNS + collegeart/music/drama etc college David loves 

painting and he hopes to go to art college after he finishes school.an 
agricultural/secretarial/technical etc college I wanted a job in farm management 
so I went to agricultural college.a Further Education/FE college BrE (=where adults 

can go to study, especially part-time) She studied business studies at an FE college.a 
teacher training college (=where you learn to be a teacher) At teacher training 
college we studied a lot about child psychology.a military college (=where you learn 

to be an officer in the army) He left military college and joined the army as a junior 
officer.a sixth form college BrE (=a college for students between the ages of 16 and 
18 in the British school system) She is studying for her A-levels at sixth form 

college.VERBSgo to (a) college also attend college formal After university I went 
to teacher training college for a year. | He was the first person in his family to attend 
college.start college also enter college formal My daughter will start college next 

fall.leave/finish college What are you going to do when you leave college?graduate 
from college (=leave with a degree) Her son had just graduated from college.drop 
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out of college (=leave before getting a qualification) She dropped out of college after 

the first year.apply to (a) college All her friends are applying to college.college + 

NOUNSa college student Many college students are unprepared for the world of 

work.a college graduate College graduates earn more than people who have not been 
to college.a college education My father didn’t have a college education.a college 
teacher/lecturer The examinations are marked by college lecturers.PREPOSITIONSat 

college also in college especially AmE I met him when I was at college. | He studied 

journalism in college. College or university?When British speakers use college, they  

usually mean a place where people study after secondary school, which is not a  

university and does not give degrees.American speakers usually use college to mean  

a university.  

collision /kəˈlɪʒən/ noun  an accident in which two or more people or vehicles hit 

each other while moving in different directionsADJECTIVESa head-on 
collision (=between vehicles moving towards each other) Three people died in a head-

on collision between a car and a minibus.a high-speed collision Both drivers escaped 
unhurt from a high-speed collision in the final race of the season.a fatal collision (=in 
which someone is killed) The number of fatal collisions has gone down since the new 

speed limits were introduced.a mid-air collision The aircraft was involved in a mid-air 
collision with a military jet.VERBSbe involved in a collision The badly damaged car 

had clearly been involved in a collision.avoid/prevent a collision The bus driver 
swerved to avoid a collision.a collision takes place also a collision 
occurs formal More collisions occur at night when drivers are tired.PREPOSITIONSa 

collision with sth The truck was involved in a collision with a bus.a collision 
between sth and sth There was a collision between a train and a car stuck on the 

crossing.THESAURUS: collision→ accident  

colossal adjective  THESAURUS > huge 

colour BrE color AmE /ˈkʌlə $ -ər/ noun  red, blue, yellow etcADJECTIVESa 

bright/strong colour The house is painted in bright colours.a dark colour People 
tend to wear dark colours at work.a light/pale colour (=not dark or strong) Light 
colours make a room look larger.a rich colour (=strong and beautiful or expensive-

looking) I love the rich colours in oriental rugs.a deep colour (=dark and 
attractive) Her eyes were a deep brown colour.a bold/vivid/vibrant colour (=bright 
in a way that is exciting) His paintings are known for their use of bold colours.a loud 

colour (=very bright in a way that looks unpleasant or funny) He liked to wear ties 
in loud colours.a primary colour (=red, yellow, or blue) Children’s clothes are often 
in primary colours.a gaudy/garish colour (=very bright and usually showing bad 

taste) The owners of the restaurant had painted it in gaudy colours – the walls were 
bright orange.a neutral colour (=white or cream and other colours that match other 
colours easily) People usually use neutral colours in offices.a pastel colour (=pale 

blue, pink, yellow, or green) The bedroom was painted in pastel colours.a warm 
colour (=pleasant and containing some yellow, orange, or red) The old farmhouse is 
beautifully decorated with warm colours which give it a cosy feeling.a soft 

colour (=pleasant and not very strong) Soft colours make people feel more relaxed.a 
subtle colour (=pleasant, not strong, and a little unusual) The red looks too bright – 
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do you have any more subtle colours?contrasting colours (=ones that are different 

from each other in a way that looks attractive) You need to have one or two contrasting 
colours in the room.complementary colours (=ones that look nice together) Garden 

designers like to use plants which have complementary colours.a matching 
colour (=one that is the same as something else) I bought some gloves and a scarf 
in a matching colour.a red/green/blue etc colour Our door was painted a 

bright green colour.a reddish/greenish/bluish etc colour (=slightly red, green, blue 
etc) The glass used for bottles is often a greenish colour.a bluey/yellowy/browny 
colour (=a shade of blue, yellow etc) I like bluey colours best.VERBSa colour 

fades (=becomes less bright) The colour of the curtains had faded in the sun.a colour 
matches sth (=it is the same colour) The colour in this tin of paint doesn’t match the 
walls.a colour clashes (with sth) (=it looks very unattractive when next to another 

colour) Do you think the colour of this tie clashes with my shirt?colour + NOUNSa 
colour scheme (=the colours used in a room, painting etc) Have you decided on a 
colour scheme for your new house?a colour combination/combination of 

colours We looked at various colour combinations and in the end we decided to have a 
cream carpet and pale blue walls.PHRASESa range of colours (=a number of colours 
that you can choose from) There’s a wide range of colours to choose 

from.THESAURUS: colourshadea particular type of a colour:The dress is a light  

shade of pink. | He uses different shades of green.hue /hjuː/ literary or technicala 

particular colour or shade of a colour:Her face had lost its golden hue.tinta small  

amount of a colour in something that is mostly another colour:He wears sunglasses  

that have a pinky-orange tint.toneone of the many different shades of a colour, each  

slightly darker, lighter, brighter etc than the next:Carpets in neutral tones give a  

feeling of space.DARK COLOURSdarkused about a colour that is strong and fairly close 

to black:a dark blue suit | His eyes are dark brown.deepfairly dark – often used when 

you think this colour looks attractive:His eyes were a beautiful deep blue. | deep red  

lipsrichused about a colour that is fairly dark in a way that gives a pleasant feeling of  

warmth:The walls were painted a rich red colour.LIGHT COLOURSlightused about a  

colour that is not dark:a light blue sweater | His T-shirt was light green.paleused 

about a colour that is very light:He has very pale blue eyes.softused about a colour  

that is light in a way that is attractive because it is not too obvious:She wears soft  

colours such as cream, which match her complexion.pastelused about a colour that  

has a lot of white in it:The girls wore pastel pink sundresses.BRIGHT 

COLOURSbrightused about a colour that is strong and easy to see:The front door was  

painted bright red.brilliant/vividused about a colour that is very bright:I looked out  

at the brilliant blue sky. | vivid red flowerscolourful BrE colorful AmEused about  

things that have many different bright colours:There were window boxes full of  

colourful flowers.multicoloured BrE multicolored AmEused about things that have a  

pattern of many different bright colours:A multicoloured flag waved in the midday 

sun.gaudy/garishtoo brightly coloured, in a way that is unattractive:The wallpaper  

was much too gaudy for me. | a garish orange tie  
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column /ˈkɒləm $ ˈkɑː-/ noun  a regular article by a particular writer in a 

newspaper or magazineADJECTIVES/NOUNS + columna newspaper 
column His newspaper column is read by thousands of people.a 
weekly/daily/monthly column She writes a weekly column on gardening for a 

national newspaper.a regular column His views on religion are well known from 
his regular column in the magazine.a gossip column (=about the private lives of 
famous people) There were stories about their affair in all the gossip columns.a 

financial/sports/gardening etc column (=about a particular subject) My father is 
interested in business and he usually reads the financial column first.an obituary 
column (=about people who have just died) I spotted an old friend’s name in 

the obituary column.the personal column BrE (=with personal messages from 
readers) He sends birthday greetings to friends in the personal columns.the agony 
column BrE (=one that gives advice to readers about personal problems) I always read 

the agony column first.a lonely hearts column BrE (=with advertisements from 
people looking for a new lover or friend) She met him after placing an advertisement in 
a lonely hearts column.VERBSwrite a column He writes a column on food for the ‘Daily 

News’.have a column (=write one) My wife had a weekly column in a Sydney 
newspaper.publish/run a column (=include it in a newspaper or magazine) Several 

of the papers run her cookery column.column + NOUNScolumn inches (=space in a 
newspaper or magazine) Many column inches have been devoted to the pop star’s 
marriage problems.PREPOSITIONSa column in a newspaper/magazine He writes 

a column in one of the business magazines.a column about/on a subject She has a 
regular column on sport.in a column He wrote about his marriage in his column. 

coma /ˈkəʊmə $ ˈkoʊ-/ noun  when someone is unconscious for a long time 

because of a serious illness or injuryVERBSbe in a coma He has been in a coma for 

three years.go into a coma Mum went into a coma and died soon 
afterwards.slip/fall/lapse/sink into a coma There is a danger that the patient 
will slip into a coma.relapse into a coma (=go into a coma again) She was making 

progress, but then she suddenly relapsed into a coma.come out of a 
coma also emerge from a coma formal I want to be with him when he comes out 
of his coma.ADJECTIVESa deep coma (=with no sign of being conscious) She spent ten 

days in a deep coma.an irreversible coma (=a permanent one) He has been in an 
irreversible coma since the accident.coma + NOUNSa coma patient/victim (=someone 

who is in a coma) Medical staff believe that music can help long-term coma 
patients. | Doctors use various techniques for helping coma victims to regain 
consciousness. 

combat1 /ˈkɒmbæt $ ˈkɑːm-/ noun  fighting, especially during a 

warADJECTIVES/NOUNS + combathand-to-hand combat/close combat (=in which 
the opponents are very close) He was killed in hand-to-hand combat. | Swords and 
spears were used for close combat.unarmed combat (=without weapons) The soldiers 

are trained in the techniques of unarmed combat.single combat (=in which just two 
people fight) He will be defeated if he goes into single combat with the 
champion.ground combat (=on land) This is the biggest ground combat operation in 

NATO’s history.air/aerial combat (=fighting in planes) 30 enemy aircraft were 
destroyed in aerial combat.mortal combat literary (=until one opponent is killed) The 
two men found themselves locked in mortal combat.VERBSbe locked in combat (=be 

fighting hard with someone) Their troops were locked in combat.be engaged in 
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combat formal (=be fighting an enemy) Our troops are engaged in combat in the south 

of the country.send sb into combat The president’s most difficult task 
is sending soldiers into combat.see combat (=have the experience of fighting as a 

soldier) She was in the army for three years but never saw combat.combat + 

NOUNScombat operations/missions He flew 280 combat missions in two 
wars.combat troops/soldiers/forces/units US combat troops are being sent to the 

region.a combat zone (=an area where there is fighting) A group of reporters flew 
over the combat zone.combat planes/aircraft/vehicles Very few combat 
aircraft have been destroyed. | Armoured combat vehicles appeared on the streets of 

the city.combat fatigues/gear (=clothes that soldiers wear in battles) We were 
approached by soldiers in combat gear.combat boots The troops were issued with 
steel helmets and combat boots.combat readiness (=the state of being ready to 

fight) Their army has thousands of troops in combat readiness.PREPOSITIONSin 
combat They risk being injured or killed in combat.combat against sb France sent 
more troops into combat against the rebels. 

combat2 /ˈkɒmbæt, kəmˈbæt $ kəmˈbæt, ˈkɑːmbæt/ verb  THESAURUS 

> fight1 (4) 

combination /ˌkɒmbəˈneɪʃən, ˌkɒmbɪˈneɪʃən $ ˌkɑːm-/ noun  two or more 

different things that exist together or are used togetherADJECTIVESa good 

combination The computer offers a good combination of price and performance.the 
perfect/ideal combination The town has the perfect combination of beautiful 
beaches and a lively nightlife.the right/best combination You need to find the right 

combination of colours for you.a unique/rare/unusual combination She uses 
a unique combination of flavours. | The player has a rare combination of strength and 
speed.a particular combination The crisis was caused by a particular combination of 

events.a powerful/potent combination Music and drama can be a powerful 
combination.a winning/unbeatable/irresistible combination He spent hours 
testing out various recipes before discovering the winning combination.a bad 

combination Pilots know that low and slow is a bad combination.a lethal/deadly 
combination (=one that can kill you or that is very effective) Mixing alcohol and drugs 
can be a lethal combination. | He possesses a lethal combination of speed and skill with 

the ball.VERBSmake a good/excellent combination (=be good together) I think that 
Steve and Anna make a good combination.involve a combination Accidents 

usually involve a combination of driver error and dangerous driving conditions.use a 
combination The wine is made using a combination of grape varieties.offer a 
combination The hotel offers a combination of deluxe facilities with a relaxed 

atmosphere.NOUNS + combinationcolour combination Do you think that purple and 
green is a good colour combination?PREPOSITIONSa combination of sth Before the 
race she felt a combination of fear and excitement. | His success was due to 

a combination of things.in combination (with sth) The drugs are normally used in 
combination with each other.PHRASESa combination of factors/things The team’s 
success is due to a combination of factors.a combination of circumstances The fire 

appears to have resulted from an unfortunate combination of circumstances. 

come /kʌm/ verb  THESAURUS > arrive 

comeback noun  a time when someone is successful or popular 

againADJECTIVESa remarkable/amazing comeback When her career seemed 
finished, she staged a remarkable comeback to win another Olympic gold medal.a 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [385] 

dramatic/spectacular comeback A spectacular comeback in the last ten minutes of 

the game earned the team a victory.a big/great comeback This tour might be the 
singer’s chance for a big comeback.a political comeback When opinions changed after 

the war, the party made a remarkable political comeback.VERBSmake/stage a 
comeback The band are making a comeback after an absence of two years.comeback + 

NOUNSa comeback tour The singer is on the first night of a comeback tour of the US.a 

comeback album Having retired in the 1990s, the veteran singer has recently been 
working on a comeback album. 

comedy /ˈkɒmədi, ˈkɒmɪdi $ ˈkɑː-/ noun  1. entertainment that is intended to 

make people laughADJECTIVES/NOUNS + comedystand-up comedy (=one person 

telling jokes on stage) He’s developing a new stand-up comedy act.slapstick 
comedy (=in which the performers do silly things like falling over) The tradition 
of slapstick comedy goes back to the early days of cinema.black/dark 

comedy (=about subjects that are usually sad or serious, especially death) The film 
contains many moments of black comedy.high comedy (=very funny but also 
intelligent) The director wanted actors who could play high comedy.light 

comedy (=about subjects that are not very serious) He writes brilliant scripts in the 
area of light comedy.comedy + NOUNSa comedy series (=a regular funny TV 

programme about the same characters) He appeared in the popular comedy 
series 'Friends’.a comedy show She has her own comedy show on TV.a comedy 
film Chaplin made some of the most successful comedy films of all time.a comedy 

star/actor/actress The main role in the film is played by comedy star Whoopi 
Goldberg. | She is a popular American comedy actress.a comedy sketch (=a short 
funny performance that is part of a longer show) There is a famous comedy sketch by 

Monty Python about a man buying a dead parrot.a comedy duo (=two funny people 
who perform together regularly) He’s a fan of the legendary comedy duo Laurel and 
Hardy.a comedy writer Dan works as a comedy writer for radio and television.a 

comedy club She’s started playing the top London comedy clubs.the comedy 
circuit/scene (=shows by comedy performers in theatres and clubs) She became a 
major star on the international comedy circuit.a comedy routine (=the jokes that 

form a comedy performance) The show features a brilliant comedy routine by Eddie 
Murphy.VERBSdo comedy also play comedy more formal (=act in funny shows) She’s 
a serious actress who can also play comedy.2. a funny film, television programme, or 

playADJECTIVESa TV comedy The actor became famous for his part in the TV 
comedy ‘Frasier’.a romantic comedy The American actor is best known for his roles 
in romantic comedies.a musical comedy (=with music and singing) She has produced 

a string of successful musical comedies on Broadway.a sentimental comedy (=about 
emotions such as love and sadness) The film is one of those tearful sentimental 
comedies.a situation comedy (=a regular comedy TV programme about the same 

characters) She stars in a situation comedy about a family with teenage kids.a black 
comedy (=about serious subjects, especially death) There are several murders in 
this black comedy set in Florida.a screwball comedy (=in which crazy, funny things 

happen) The movie is an old-fashioned screwball comedy. 

comfort /ˈkʌmfət $ -ərt/ noun  1. a feeling of being physically relaxed and 

without any pain or unpleasant sensationsADJECTIVESgreat comfort After weeks of 

travelling, he was enjoying the great comfort of his own bed.maximum comfort You 
can adjust the heating for maximum comfort.relative comfort Some lucky passengers 
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were sitting in relative comfort. but most had to stand.PREPOSITIONSin comfort The 

car can seat five people in comfort.the comfort of sth I didn’t want to leave the 
comfort of the hotel room.PHRASESbe built/made/designed for comfort The tennis 

shoe is designed for comfort and performance.too hot/tight/close etc for comfort I 
was sitting too near the fire for comfort.in the comfort of your own home (=without 
having to leave your home) The internet lets you do your grocery shopping in the 

comfort of your own home.2. a feeling of being less worried or unhappy, or something 
that creates this feelingADJECTIVESgreat comfort Her letters were a great 
comfort.little/small/cold comfort (=not much comfort) The tax cuts will be cold 

comfort for people without jobs.VERBSbe a comfort to sb (=be someone or something 
that brings comfort) His daughter was always a comfort to him.take comfort from 
sth The family has taken comfort from the support of friends.draw/derive comfort 

from sth formal (=take comfort from something) The government will draw comfort 
from the latest economic figures.find/take comfort in sth She finds comfort in the 
fact that others have suffered similar problems.offer (sb) comfort Volunteers are 

available to offer comfort to victims of crime.give (sb) comfort She was so upset that 
it was impossible to give her any comfort.bring/provide comfort Religious faith 
can bring comfort during difficult times. | Talking about your problems 

may provide some comfort.seek comfort formal (=try to get comfort) Unfortunately, 
he sought comfort in drugs and alcohol.comfort + NOUNScomfort food (=food that you 
eat to make you feel relaxed and happy) To cheer me up, my mother would make me 

chicken soup or some other comfort food.PHRASESa source of comfort His happy 
memories were a source of comfort in difficult times.a word of comfort He tried to 
find some words of comfort that would help her.a crumb of comfort (=a very small 

amount) Other students got the same low mark as me, which was a crumb of comfort.if 
it’s any comfort (=used for saying something to make someone less worried or 
unhappy) If it’s any comfort, I lost a lot of money as well. 

comfortable /ˈkʌmftəbəl, ˈkʌmfət- $ ˈkʌmfərt-, ˈkʌmft-/ adjective  making you 

feel physically relaxed, without any pain or without being too hot, cold etcNOUNSa 
comfortable chair/sofa/bed This chair is nice and comfortable.a comfortable 

room/bedroom/lounge The rooms are very comfortable and have their own shower 
and bathroom.a comfortable house/hotel/apartment We stayed in a comfortable 
hotel not far from the city centre.comfortable 

clothes/clothing/shoes These shoes aren’t very comfortable – they’re too tight.a 
comfortable position Make sure that you are sitting in a comfortable 
position.comfortable surroundings You can relax in the comfortable surroundings of 

the hotel.VERBSfeel comfortable Does the jacket feel comfortable?look 
comfortable The bed looks very comfortable.make sb/sth comfortable Sit down 
and make yourself comfortable.PHRASEScomfortable to wear/use/ride My bike isn’t 

very comfortable to ride.warm and comfortable The house is warm and comfortable, 

even in winter.nice and comfortable It’s nice and comfortable in here. You also  

use comfortable when saying that someone has a nice easy life and plenty of money  

to live: She left her comfortable life in New Jersey in order to become a  

songwriter. Richard had a comfortable job and a good salary. THESAURUS: 
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comfortablecomfy informalshoes | slippers | chair | armchair | sofacomfortabl

e – used about chairs, clothes and people:These shoes are nice and comfy. | He 

wished he was at home in a comfy armchair. | You look very comfy in that  

chair.cosy BrE cozy AmEroom | lounge | bedroom | bed | fire | house | apartme

nt | home | cabin | restaurant | bar | suburb | atmosphereused about places that  

are comfortable and warm or friendly, which are often small. Cosy is more informal  

than comfortable:The dining room is small and cozy. | There’s a cosy lounge with a  

real fire. | They live in a cozy little house in the country. | They lived in a cozy 

suburb of Los Angeles. | Marion loved her home and its cosy atmosphere.snugwarm 

and comfortable, especially in a way that makes you feel protected. Small places can 

be snug, or people can feel snug:It was very cold outside, but our tents were snug 

and warm. | She wished she was back in her snug little house. | I’m snug as a rug in  

here! (=very snug – used in informal British  

English)smoothflight | crossing | ride | journeycomfortable because your car or  

plane does not shake, the sea is not rough, or there are no other  

problems:The flight was very smooth. | There was very little wind and we had a  

smooth crossing. | The car is designed to give a smooth ride. | I hope you have 

a smooth journey.  

comic /ˈkɒmɪk $ ˈkɑː-/ adjective  THESAURUS > funny (1) 

comical adjective  THESAURUS > funny (1) 

command /kəˈmɑːnd $ kəˈmænd/ noun  1. an order that should be 

obeyedVERBSgive a command also issue a command formal Which 
officer gave the command to advance?obey a command (=used about people or 

animals) Your dog will soon learn to obey your commands.carry out a 
command (=obey it – only used about people) The men carried 
out the command immediately.ignore/disobey a 

command I ignored his command and ran after him.shout/bark a 
command Kruger shouted his commands: “Faster, faster!” | She just stands 
there barking commands while everyone works.PREPOSITIONSat sb’s 

command (=when someone gives an order) At his command, the men lowered their 
weapons.2. the control of a group of people or a situationADJECTIVEScomplete/full 
command The authorities say that they now have full command of the 

situation.military command A large area was already under US military 
command.joint command (=shared by two people, countries, or groups) Russia and 
Ukraine had joint command over the Fleet.sole command (=not shared with 

anyone) He was in sole command of a small military unit.VERBShave command US 
planes now had command of the skies.take command (=begin controlling a group or 
situation) Captain Kent took command of the Emergency Control Centre.lose 

command The enemy was losing command of the situation.assume 
command formal (=start to be in charge of a group of people) He assumed 
command of all the troops in the Washington area.be given command He was given 

command of another ship.put/place sb in command A third goal put Brazil in 
command of the game.be relieved of your command formal (=lose your military 
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position) General Nivelle was relieved of his command and replaced by General Henri 

Petain.command + NOUNSa command structure (=the way in which a military 
organization is organized into ranks) Each of our national defence forces has its 

own command structure.PREPOSITIONSin command (of sb/sth) (=controlling people 
or things) Admiral Sir James Somerville was in command of the operation.under sb’s 
command (=being controlled by someone) Massive forces were assembled in the south 

of England under the command of General Eisenhower.at sb’s command (=available 
to be given orders) He had thousands of troops at his command.PHRASESthe chain of 
command (=a system in which decisions are passed from people at the top to the 

bottom) The order came from someone high up in the chain of command 

commemorate /kəˈmeməreɪt/ verb  to show in a public way that you 

remember and respect a person or an eventcommemorate + NOUNScommemorate a 
victory This grand monument was built to commemorate a famous 

military victory.commemorate an event Public celebrations are held every year 
to commemorate the event.commemorate the 25th/100th etc anniversary of 
sth To commemorate their 100th anniversary, the organisation has opened a new 

office in Glasgow.commemorate sb’s life/death The ceremony commemorates the 
deaths of soldiers in all recent wars.commemorate the victims of sth Candles were 

lit across the country to commemorate the victims of the disaster.NOUNS 

+ commemoratea statue commemorates sth A statue was built to commemorate 
those who died in the war.a plaque commemorates sth (=a piece of stone or metal 

with writing on it) A plaque was unveiled to commemorate the princess’s visit 

commence verb  THESAURUS > start1 (1), start1 (2) 

commencement noun  THESAURUS > beginning (1) 

comment AC /ˈkɒment $ ˈkɑː-/ noun  something you say or write that expresses 

your opinionADJECTIVESa brief/quick comment I just want to make a very brief 

comment.an interesting comment The students made some interesting comments on 
the poem.a positive/favourable/appreciative comment (=that shows you like 
something) There were some very positive comments in the report. | Thank you 

for your appreciative comments.a negative/critical comment (=that shows you don’t 
like it) The school has received critical comments from inspectors.helpful/useful 
comments Let us know if you have any helpful comments or suggestions.a 

constructive comment (=one that is intended to help someone do something 
better) I always try to give constructive comments to students.a rude comment He is 
always making rude comments about me.a sarcastic comment (=in which you say 

the opposite of what you mean, as an unkind joke) I tried to stay calm, despite his 
sarcastic comments.a snide comment (=unkind but indirect) I ignored his snide 
comments about my cooking.a disparaging/derogatory 

comment formal (=criticizing someone or something in an unpleasant way) Never 
make disparaging comments about a colleague’s work.a scathing/damning 
comment (=a very critical one) There were a lot of scathing comments about the 

film.fair comment (=criticism that seems reasonable) What he says is fair comment – 
he’s right.a casual comment (=not very serious or important) I only made a casual 
comment about finding the work a bit boring.a passing comment (=a quick comment 

made without thinking about it very carefully) She got upset about a passing 
comment I made about her clothes.a shrewd comment (=showing good judgment of 
people or situations) His newspaper article is always full of shrewd comments.a wry 
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comment (=saying that something is bad in an amusing way) “Perhaps the food could 

be improved,” was the wry comment of one prisoner.a public comment The jury are 
forbidden from making public comments.VERBSmake a comment The 

teacher made some very positive comments about his work.post a comment (=put it 
on the internet) I posted a comment on the newspaper’s website.have a 
comment (=want to make a comment) Do you have any comments on that, 

David?pass comment BrE (=give an opinion) He looked at my photos but he 
didn’t pass comment.invite comment(s) (=ask people to give an opinion) The 
website invites comments from people who visit it.welcome comments (=be glad to 

hear people’s opinions) We would welcome your comments and suggestions.receive 
comments It is very helpful to receive comments from the public.PREPOSITIONSa 

comment on/about sth I listened to their comments on the plan.THESAURUS: 

commentremarksomething that you say:Just ignore them if they start making rude 

remarks. | I’m not sure what he meant by that last remark. Remark or  

comment?These words often mean the same and are used as synonyms. Remark is  

used about something that someone says, usually in a conversation, often without  

being prepared. Comment is used about something that someone says or  

writes. pointsomething that someone mentions about a subject in a discussion,  

argument, article etc:That’s an interesting point, Steve. | He raises (=mentions) a  

number of important points in his paper.observationa comment in which you say 

what you think or have noticed about something:Karl Marx made the observation  

that history repeats itself first as tragedy, second as farce.asidea comment made in a  

low voice, that you intend only certain people to hear:Is that true?, she whispered in  

an aside to Don.quip /kwɪp/a clever and amusing comment:She knew she should reply  

with some light-hearted quip. | He couldn't think of a good quip to make.dig informala 

comment you make to annoy or criticize someone:I’m tired of her little digs  

at me. | He was always making digs at the other members of the 

team.taunt /tɔːnt $ tɒːnt/a comment intended to make someone angry or upset:The 

fans made racist taunts throughout the game. | He tried to ignore the taunts from the 

other boys in the class.  

commentary AC /ˈkɒməntəri $ ˈkɑːmənteri/ noun  a spoken description of an 

event, given while the event is happening, especially on the television or 
radioADJECTIVES/NOUNS + commentarya live commentary (=given at the time the 
event is happening) He got into trouble for a remark he made during a live 

commentary.a running/nonstop commentary (=a continuous commentary) The 
coach driver gave us a running commentary on the places we passed.a 
radio/television commentary A radio commentary on the funeral was broadcast 

live.the football/baseball etc commentary I could hear the TV football 
commentary in the next room.an audio commentary (=a recorded commentary that 
you listen to) The DVD extras include an audio commentary by the film’s 
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director.VERBSgive/provide a commentary His job is to give a non-

stop commentary on each moment in the game.listen to a commentary I 
was listening to the football commentary on the radio.keep up a commentary (=give 

one continuously) Attenborough kept up a running commentary on the animals’ 
movements.commentary + NOUNSthe commentary box (=a small room where the 
people describing a sports game sit) He was in the commentary box, microphone in 

hand.PREPOSITIONScommentary on sth Radio 5 will have full commentary on the 
match. 

commerce /ˈkɒmɜːs $ ˈkɑːmɜːrs/ noun  the buying and selling of goods and 

servicesADJECTIVESinternational/global commerce Good relations between 

countries are important for global commerce.e-commerce (=selling goods using the 
internet) E-commerce is becoming popular, and more and more people are buying 
goods on the internet.VERBSencourage/promote commerce The way to make people 

richer is to promote commerce in the region.PHRASESa chamber of commerce (=a 
local organization that works to improve business) She wrote to the Boston Chamber of 

Commerce complaining about lack of support for small companies.THESAURUS: 

commerce→ business (1)  

commercial /kəˈmɜːʃəl $ -ɜːr-/ adjective  related to business and the buying 

and selling of goods and servicesNOUNScommercial success The book was a 
great commercial success.commercial interests The US wants to protect 

its commercial interests.commercial activity The town was a major centre 
of commercial activity.commercial use The building was intended for commercial 
use.a commercial organization As a commercial organization we exist to make 

money.commercial value Is this data of commercial value?a commercial 
transaction formal (=a business deal) Commercial transactions are often done over 
the internet.commercial reasons/considerations The decision should not be based 

purely on commercial considerations.commercial development (=the building of 
houses, hotels, restaurants etc) It was felt that further commercial development in the 
village should be restricted.the commercial sector (=the business part of the 

economy) The commercial sector sponsors sport.commercial property (=property for 
businesses and industry) He decided to invest in commercial property.PHRASESfor 
commercial purposes Ships originally built for commercial purposes had to be 

adapted for military ones. 

commission /kəˈmɪʃən/ noun  a group of people who have been given the 

official job of finding out about something or controlling somethingADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ commissiona special commission A special commission was set up to investigate 
the killings.an independent commission The plan requires approval by 
an independent commission.an international commission A new international 

commission on climate change is being established.a joint commission (=involving 
two or more countries or groups) The two leaders agreed to set up a joint 
commission examining the issue.a parliamentary/government commission A report 

was made by a special parliamentary commission.a national/federal 
commission According to the National Commission on Children, one in four children is 
living in poverty.a royal commission (=set up by the UK government) The royal 

commission called for major changes to the criminal justice system.a presidential 
commission He served on the Presidential Commission on World and Domestic 
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Hunger.an investigative/investigating commission An investigative 

commission was set up immediately after the incident.VERBS + commissionset 
up/establish/create a commission They set up a commission to investigate the 

problem of youth crime.appoint a commission (=choose the members of a 
commission) The president appointed a commission to raise standards in 
hospitals.commission + VERBSa commission examines/looks into sth The 

commission will look into possible sites for the new airport.a commission 
recommends sth The commission recommended that the government changes the 
way it measures inflation.a commission approves sth The commission approved the 

plan.PREPOSITIONSa commission on sth He was a member of the Commission 
on Environmental Pollution.PHRASESa member of a commission Each member 
of the commission must be a resident of this state.a commission of 

inquiry/investigation There have been calls for a commission of inquiry into the 
incident. 

commit /kəˈmɪt/ verb  to do something wrong or illegalNOUNScommit a 

crime/offence People who commit crimes usually end up in jail.commit (a) 

murder/robbery etc She later admitted committing the robbery.commit an 
error formal She has committed a serious error of judgement.commit a sin (=do 

something that is wrong according to your religion) He thought that God would punish 
him for the sins he had committed.commit an act of 
violence/terrorism/aggression etc Anyone committing an act of terrorism will be 

severely punished.commit an atrocity (=commit a terrible and violent act) During the 
civil war atrocities were committed by both sides.commit adultery (=have sex, when 
married, with someone who is not your husband or wife) He had committed 

adultery with his boss’s wife. People also say commit suicide, even though killing  

yourself is no longer a crime in most places. THESAURUS: commit→ do 

commitment /kəˈmɪtmənt/ noun  1. a promise to do something, or something 

that you promised to do or must doADJECTIVESfamily/work/teaching 
commitments All the staff are married, with family commitments. | I was unable to go 
on the trip because of work commitments.financial commitments Many people are 

struggling to meet their financial commitments.an existing/prior commitment Do 
the hours of the course fit in with your existing commitments? | Mrs Dent will have to 

leave the meeting early because she has a prior commitment.a big/major 
commitment Marriage is a big commitment.a firm commitment They want a firm 
commitment from the government to provide more resources.a clear 

commitment The party made a clear commitment to improve public services.an 
unequivocal commitment (=very clear and definite) He expressed his unequivocal 
commitment to improving education.a long-term/lifelong commitment Her 

boyfriend is not ready for a long-term commitment.VERBSmake a commitment People 
had to make a commitment to pay regular contributions for five years.give a 
commitment The government gave a commitment to withdraw all its forces.have a 

commitment You can work part-time if you have family commitments.take on a 
commitment He is stressed because he has taken on too 
many commitments.meet/fulfil/honour a commitment (=do what you promised) I 

promised to help, and I intend to meet this commitment. | We will continue 
to honour our commitment to the treaty.back out of a commitment (=not do what 
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you promised) They are trying to back out of their commitment to reduce 

pollution.PREPOSITIONSa commitment to sb I made a commitment to my students 
and I won’t let them down.a commitment from/by sb The government wants 

a commitment from the rebels to end the violence.a commitment on sth We have 
received a fresh commitment on funding.2. a willingness to work hard to support or 
achieve somethingADJECTIVESreal/genuine/serious commitment The job 

demands real commitment.strong/deep/passionate commitment She’s known for 
her strong commitment to women’s rights.full/total commitment The treatment 
demands full commitment from the patient.personal commitment The children have 

a personal commitment to learning.continuing/long-term/lifelong 
commitment She was careful to stress her party’s continuing commitment to the 
European Union.political/religious commitment There was no local political 

commitment to the proposal. | Many people have ceased to have any active religious 
commitment.VERBSshow/demonstrate your commitment Throughout her life, 
she demonstrated her great commitment to helping the poor.have a commitment to 

sth He has a deep commitment to social justice.sth needs/requires/demands 
commitment Nursing as a profession demands genuine commitment.lack 
commitment I never get promoted because they think I lack 

commitment.abandon/lose your commitment She has 
never abandoned her commitment to a nonviolent struggle for 
democracy.reaffirm/reiterate your commitment formal (=state it 

again) He reaffirmed the government’s commitment to a fairer 
system.PREPOSITIONScommitment to sth These schools deserve the highest praise 
for their commitment to excellence.PHRASESa lack of commitment His lack of 

commitment to the project was easy to see.a level of commitment This post 
demands a high level of commitment. 

committed /kəˈmɪtəd, kəˈmɪtɪd/ adjective  willing to work hard to support or 

achieve somethingADVERBSfully/totally/wholly committed Both sides claim to 
be fully committed to the peace process.highly committed Our schools have highly 
committed teachers.deeply/strongly/firmly committed He was deeply committed to 

his faith.passionately/fiercely committed (=with very strong feelings) We are 
all passionately committed to our work in Africa.politically/ideologically 
committed They were ideologically committed to democratic principles.irrevocably 

committed formal (=in a way that cannot be changed) By now the US was irrevocably 
committed to the war.NOUNSa committed supporter He remains a committed 
supporter of the present government.a committed member of sth She is 

a committed member of the Scottish Socialist Party.a committed 
Christian/Muslim/pacifist/feminist etc They consider themselves to be committed 
Christians.VERBSremain committed to sth The government remained committed 

to the treaty.PREPOSITIONScommitted to (doing) sth We are committed to building a 
better society. 

committee /kəˈmɪti/ noun  a group of people chosen to do a particular job, 

make decisions etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS + committeea government committee A 
government committee is looking into drug laws.a special committee A special 
committee of scientists was set up to study the disease.the finance/education etc 

committee He served on the finance committee.an executive/management 
committee (=that manages an organization and makes decisions for it) He sat on the 
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firm’s Executive Committee.an advisory committee The government is following the 

advice of the Food Advisory Committee.a joint committee (=involving two or more 
groups) The two schools have set up a joint committee to look into the proposal.a 

select committee (=of politicians and advisers who examine a particular subject, 
especially in the UK) The government appointed a select committee to look into the 
issue of press freedom.a standing committee (=a permanent one) He is a member of 

the standing committee on foreign affairs.a steering committee (=one that directs a 
particular activity) Jeremy Boxall is the chair of the steering committee set up to 
organise the celebrations.a planning committee BrE (=one that considers requests to 

build new buildings) Several concerns were raised at the planning committee.VERBS 

+ committeeset up/form/appoint a committee The council appointed a special 
committee to study the issue.appoint/elect sb to a committee Mr D Pugh was 

elected to the committee, replacing Mr A J Taylor.serve/sit on a committee (=be a 
member of an important committee) Our organization is always in need of volunteers 
to serve on the committee.chair/head a committee (=be in charge of a 

committee) Professor Peacock was appointed to chair the committee.join a 
committee I was invited to join a committee to plan the summer 
carnival.leave/stand down from a committee After three years, she decided to 

leave the committee. | Everyone was sorry when he stood down from the 
committee.committee + VERBSa committee meets The committee meets once a 
month.a committee approves/rejects sth The committee has approved the 

idea.committee + NOUNSa committee meeting There’s a committee meeting once a 
month.a committee member also a member of a committee Four committee 
members did not attend the meeting.a committee chairman also a chairman of a 

committee There will be a new committee chairman next year.PREPOSITIONSa 
committee on sth She was a member of the Senate committee on welfare reform.be 
on a committee (=be a member of a committee) I was on the parents’ committee at 

my kids’ school. 

commodity /kəˈmɒdəti, kəˈmɒdɪti $ kəˈmɑː-/ noun  something that is bought 

and sold, especially a substanceADJECTIVESan important commodity Crude oil is the 

world’s most important commodity.an expensive commodity Consumers began to 
find that they could afford more expensive commodities.a valuable/precious 
commodity Land is an extremely valuable commodity.a rare/scarce 

commodity Soap was a scarce commodity during the war.agricultural 
commodities The falling prices of agricultural commodities such as coffee have 
severely affected the economy.industrial commodities Sales of the old industrial 

commodities of iron and coal are still important.a saleable commodity (=one that can 
be sold) This kind of information is a saleable commodity.commodity + 

NOUNScommodity prices Commodity prices are very high in the UK.a commodity 

market The price of coffee on the commodity market had risen.THESAURUS: 

commodity→ product  

common /ˈkɒmən $ ˈkɑː-/ adjective  1. happening often and to many people or 

in many places, or existing in many placesNOUNSa common cause/reason Heart 
disease is one of the most common causes of death.a common type/form of 

sth Many common forms of cancer can be treated if detected early.a common 
name Jones is a very common name in the UK.a common 
flower/plant/bird/animal Daisies are very common flowers.a common 
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problem Lack of sleep is a common problem among older people.a common 

illness/disease The drug is used to treat a range of common illnesses.a common 
belief/view There is a common belief that unemployment causes crime.common 

practice It was common practice for girls to be married as soon as possible.a common 
mistake/error Confusing ‘it’s’ and ‘its’ is a common error among students.a common 
misconception (=an idea which is wrong or untrue, but which many people 

believe) There is a popular misconception that too much exercise is bad for you.a 
common feature Windmills used to be a common feature of the landscape.a common 
sight (=something you often see) Street dentists are a common sight in Pakistan.a 

common occurrence (=something that often happens) Flooding is a common 
occurrence in the area.a common complaint A common complaint among air 
passengers is that there is not enough leg room.ADVERBSincreasingly common Living 

together before marriage has become increasingly common.particularly common The 
disease is particularly common among young children.extremely common Skiing 
injuries are extremely common.relatively common (=quite common) This situation 

is relatively common with small businesses.VERBSbecome 
common It’s becoming more and more common for women to keep their family name 
when they get married.remain common The problem remains common in some 

areas.PREPOSITIONSsth is common among sb/sth Bad dreams are fairly common 
among children.it is common for sb to do sth It is common for people to be afraid of 

the dark.THESAURUS: 

commonwidespreadsupport | agreement | belief | concern | criticism | conde

mnation | use | practice | corruption | dissatisfaction | discontent | acceptanc

eused when a lot of people think or say the same thing, or something happens in a lot  

of places:There was widespread support for the changes. | There is widespread 

agreement on the need for prison reform. | A widespread belief exists that the 

government should change this particular law. | There is widespread concern about the 

declining numbers of fish. | The decision was met with widespread criticism. | His  

comments attracted widespread condemnation. | The widespread use of chemicals in  

agriculture is causing permanent damage to the soil. | Leaving part of the land for  

birds to nest on is now widespread practice. | Corruption in government  

was widespread. | There was widespread discontent at the increase in tuition  

fees. | The treatment has gained widespread acceptance among doctors. | The relative 

success of extreme right-wing parties in the election caused widespread concern. | The 

report claimed that the problem was widespread. | The widespread availability of illegal  

drugs has become a serious problem. | The investigation uncovered widespread 

corruption within the police force. | Racism is much more widespread than people  

imagine.commonplaceif something is commonplace, it happens a lot somewhere –  

used especially about things that are shocking or surprising, or things that have 

changed because of new technology:Violence was commonplace. | It is becoming 

increasingly commonplace to see young people sleeping on the streets of  

London. | Electric cars are likely to become more commonplace over the next few 
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years. | Crimes such as robbery are commonplace in big cities. | It was  

a commonplace situation, familiar to every student. Commonplace is less commonly  

used before a noun. rife /raɪf/if an illness or problem is rife, it is very common:AIDS 

is rife in some parts of the world. | He claimed that racism was rife among police  

officers. | The city’s streets are still rife with violent crime. Rife is not used before a  

noun. prevalent formalused when saying that many people have an idea or belief, or  

an illness or problem is common:This belief is more prevalent among men than  

women. | Suicide is less prevalent in rural societies. | Recently this view has become 

increasingly prevalent. | The prevalent notion is that these prisoners should never be 

released. Prevalent is less common before a noun. ubiquitous /juːˈbɪkwətəs,  

juːˈbɪkwɪtəs/ formalvery common and seen in many different places – often used 

humorously in written descriptions:These cameras are ubiquitous in our  

cities. | Internet cafes are ubiquitous nowadays. | Nobody can fail to have noticed  

the ubiquitous presence of these phones in everyday life. You often say the  

ubiquitous...: She was wearing the ubiquitous little black dress. The film  

features the ubiquitous Scarlett Johansson. ANTONYMS → rare2. shared by two or 

more people, countries, or groupsNOUNSa common aim/goal/purpose We’re all 

working together towards a common goal.a common interest Dating agencies try to 
match people with common interests.a common language English is their common 
language.common ground (=things that people agree about) I’m hoping that we 

might be able to find some common ground.a common ancestor Monkeys and 
humans share a common ancestor.a common enemy They were fighting against 
a common enemy.a common border Canada and the United States share a common 

border.a common bond (=something you share, that brings you together) There was 
a common bond between the two men.PHRASEShave sth in common (=have 
something that you both share or are interested in, so that you like or know each 

other) The two men had a lot in common – they were both lawyers in their mid-30s.by 
common consent (=with everyone’s agreement) She was chosen as captain by 
common consent. 

common sense /ˌkɒmən ˈsens/ noun  the ability to behave in a sensible way 

and make practical decisionsVERBS + common senseuse your common sense If 
something goes wrong, just use your common sense.have no/little common 

sense People can be extremely intelligent, but have no common sense.show some 
common sense Finally, the authorities have shown some common sense.be based on 
common sense The safety rules are based on common sense.defy common 

sense (=not be sensible) The proposed change in the law defies common 
sense.common sense + VERBScommon sense tells sb sth Common sense tells me that 
I should get more sleep.common sense suggests sth People don’t always do 

what common sense suggests.common sense dictates sth (=tells you something 
very clearly) Common sense dictates that you should avoid handling wild 
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animals.common sense prevails (=is strong enough to make you do the sensible 

thing) Eventually common sense prevailed and they reached an 
agreement.ADJECTIVESsimple/plain/basic/sheer common sense (=very obviously 

sensible) Locking your doors at night is simple common sense.common sense + NOUNSa 
common sense approach We need a common sense approach to caring for the 
environment.a common sense view Ross took the common sense view that it would 

be better to stay at home.PHRASESsth is a matter of common sense (=it is 
something that requires no more than common sense) Not driving too fast is just a 
matter of common sense.a lack of common sense Leaving the child alone in the car 

showed a lack of common sense.an ounce of common sense (=a very small 
amount) Anyone with an ounce of common sense would have realised that was a silly 
thing to do. 

communicate AC /kəˈmjuːnəkeɪt, kəˈmjuːnɪkeɪt/ verb  to exchange information 

or conversation with other people, using words, signs, writing 
etcADVERBScommunicate directly (=by talking, writing etc to someone 
yourself) Television gave political leaders a way to communicate directly with their 

people.communicate effectively (=in a way that gets good results) We need to learn 
to communicate effectively with our colleagues.PREPOSITIONScommunicate with 

sb/sth Advertising involves communicating with customers. | The crew on the ground 
were trying to communicate with the spacecraft.communicate by 
email/phone/letter etc We communicate mostly by email.communicate sth to 

sb (=give someone particular information) The baby cries as a way of communicating 

to you that she needs something.THESAURUS: communicatecontactto write  

to, phone, or email someone especially for the first time, in order to give or ask for  

information:Neighbours contacted police after seeing a man with a gun. | She refused 

to comment when contacted by reporters from the local newspaper.get in touch 

(with sb)to write to, telephone, or email someone, especially someone who you do 

not see very often:I really ought to get in touch with Paula. It’s been months since we 

last spoke. | You’ve got my phone number if you need to get in touch.get hold of sbto  

succeed in contacting someone by telephone after trying several times:Where have 

you been? I’ve been trying to get hold of you all week. | It’s no use trying to phone 

Linda at work – she’s impossible to get hold of.approachto contact someone that you 

do not know or have not contacted before, in order to offer them something or ask 

them for something:He has already been approached by several professional football  

teams. | The company confirmed that it had been approached about a merger.  

communication /kəˌmjuːnəˈkeɪʃən, kəˌmjuːnɪˈkeɪʃən/ noun  the process of 

exchanging information or telling people about your thoughts and 
feelingsADJECTIVESgood communication It is vital to have good 
communication between doctors and patients.effective communication Effective 

communication is important in my job.poor communication Poor communication can 
be a problem in large companies.mass communication (=to large numbers of people 
at the same time) Television is a powerful form of mass communication.direct 

communication Business success requires direct communication between staff and 
their customers.open communication (=being honest) Open communication between 
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couples is essential in a successful relationship.two-way communication (=when 

each person or side tells things to the other) We want to make sure that there is two-
way communication between teachers and students.verbal communication (=using 

language) People don’t just use verbal communication when they are talking to each 
other, they also use body language.non-verbal communication (=using hand 
movements and facial expressions rather than language) Non-verbal 

communication includes gestures and facial expressions.human 
communication There are some similarities between animal and human 
communication.VERBSimprove communication We need to improve 

communication between company departments.establish communication The 
scientists succeeded in establishing communication with the spacecraft.promote 
communication (=encourage it) The aim is to promote better communication between 

employees.facilitate communication (=make it easier) The internet has facilitated 
communication between people in different countries.communication + 

NOUNScommunication skills You need to have good communication skills if you want 

to be a team leader.a communication system The country’s telephone and 
other communication systems were inadequate.a communication breakdown There 
was a communication breakdown between the teenager and his 

parents.PREPOSITIONScommunication between sb Communication between central 
government and local authorities needs improvement.communication with sb We 
want to establish good communication with our customers.PHRASESa 

means/method/form/system of communication (=a way of communicating) Text 
messaging is an important means of communication. | Technology today provides us 
with many different forms of communication.lines/channels of 

communication (=ways that information can be passed between groups) It’s vital to 
have clear lines of communication between management and staff.a lack of 
communication A lack of communication between crew members played a critical role 

in the accident.a breakdown in communication (=when people stop communicating 
well) There was a breakdown in communication between the team management and 
the players.sb’s powers of communication Roosevelt’s real political skill lay in 

his powers of communication and identification with ordinary people. 

community /kəˈmjuːnəti, kəˈmjuːnɪti/ noun (plural communities)  1. the 

people who live in the same area, town etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS + communitythe local 

community A school is often the centre of the local community.the whole 
community These issues affect the whole community.the international 
community (=all the countries of the world) The president appealed to the 

international community for help.the wider community (=all the other people who 
live in an area) The sports centre is open to both the university and the wider 
community.a small/large community 75% of the population live in small 

communities of fewer than 450 people.a close/close-knit/tight-knit 
community (=where all the people know each other well) His disappearance shocked 
the close-knit community where he lived.a thriving community (=very successful) In 

the past, the village was a thriving community with a number of shops.a 
farming/mining/fishing community She lives in a small mining community in North 
Wales. | a small farming community of about 1,000 inhabitantsa mixed/diverse 

community (=with a lot of different types of people) Living in a diverse 
community means you learn about other cultures.a rural/urban community (=in the 
countryside/a town) There is a need for better public transport for people in rural 
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communities.a village community Outside the capital, most people live in village 

communities.an expatriate community (=a group of people living in a foreign 
country) Local people and the expatriate community seem to get on well together.a 

gated community (=an area of houses enclosed by a wall or fence) Security guards 
patrol the edge of this gated community.VERBSserve a community The new arts 
centre will serve the whole community.help/support a community He wanted to use 

the money to help the local community.benefit a community The new bus service 
will benefit the whole community.unite/divide a community The bombing 
had united rather than divided the community.create/build a community We want 

to create a community, not just a row of houses.community + NOUNSa community 
group A local community group wants to take over the building.a community 
leader Community leaders meet regularly to discuss local problems.community 

services (=schools, hospitals, libraries etc) Some tax goes towards paying for 
your community services.community relations (=between people in a 
community) Poor community relations are more common in cities than in rural 

areas.community spirit (=support and friendship between people in an area) There is 
great community spirit in the area where I live.community work (=work to help the 
people in an area) She does a lot of voluntary community work.community 

education/health Community education includes classes, workshops, and summer 
schools.community policing (=police work that involves building good relationships 
with people in an area) The chief of police is a firm believer in community 

policing.community involvement/participation There was good community 
involvement in the project.community problems/affairs/needs We meet once a 
month to discuss community problems.a community centre BrE a community 

center AmE (=where people can go for social events, classes etc) A community 
centre is the ideal place for local residents to get together to discuss crime 
prevention.PREPOSITIONSin/within a community How can you help stop 

crime in your community?throughout a community The crime was greeted with 
shock throughout the whole community.PHRASESa member of a community It’s good 
to feel that you are a member of a community.a part/section of the community No 

other section of the community has been treated this way.sb is a pillar of the 
community (=he or she is very well respected there) The doctor was regarded as 
a pillar of the local community.the heart of the community (=the centre of it) The 

church used to be the heart of the community.a sense of community (=a feeling that 
you belong to a community) There is a real sense of community here.2. a group of 
people who have the same interests, religion, race etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ communitythe business community The idea has aroused a lot of interest from the 
business community.the academic/scientific community Many people in 
the academic community do not agree with his views. | The scientific community was 

very disturbed by the findings.Jewish/Christian/Muslim etc community The 
mosque serves the local Muslim community.a religious/faith community (=people 
with a particular religion) In any faith community there will be some people who believe 

more strongly than others.black/white/Asian etc community The city has a 
large Asian community.ethnic community (=people of a particular race, especially not 

the main one in a country) Black and other ethnic communities make up 47% of the 
city’s population.an immigrant community (=people living in a country who were not 
born there) The organization advises the immigrant communities on issues that affect 

them.a gay community This part of the city has a large gay community.a minority 
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community (=people whose race, religion etc is different from most of the other 

people in the country) There should be better provision for the needs of minority 
communities. 

commuter /kəˈmjuːtə $ -ər/ noun  someone who travels a long distance to work 

every dayADJECTIVES/NOUNS + commutera daily commuter Thousands of daily 
commuters pour into the city.a regular commuter He was a regular 
commuter between Cambridge and London.a long-distance commuter The fare 

increases will be bad news for long-distance commuters.a morning/evening 
commuter By 7.30 the roads are jammed with the usual morning commuters.a rush-
hour commuter (=one travelling at the busiest time of the day) The station was busy 

with rush-hour commuters.a rail commuter (=one who travels by train) Rail 
commuters face severe delays because of engineering works.a suburban 
commuter (=one who travels from the outside areas of a city into its centre) The 

majority of suburban commuters were unable to get to New York.commuter + NOUNSa 
commuter train/bus Several commuter trains were delayed because of the bad 
weather.commuter traffic How can we reduce commuter traffic in the 

capital?commuter services (=trains or buses for commuters) More money is needed 
to improve commuter services in the region.a commuter line (=a railway line for 

commuter trains) There’s a fast and reliable commuter line across the county.a 
commuter route (=a road or railway line that commuters use) This stretch of 
motorway is one of the country’s busiest commuter routes.a commuter 

town/village (=one from which a lot of people travel to a big city for work every 
day) It’s a commuter town about 40 miles from Paris.the commuter belt BrE (=an 
area around a large city, from which many people travel to work every day) House 

prices in the commuter belt are much higher than those outside it.a commuter 
plane (=a small plane for passengers travelling within a country) Commuter 
planes carry up to 100 passengers. 

compact /kəmˈpækt, ˈkɒmpækt $ kəmˈpækt/ adjective  THESAURUS > small (1) 

companion /kəmˈpænjən/ noun  someone you spend a lot of time with, 

especially a friendADJECTIVESa close companion At school, we were close 
companions.a loyal/faithful companion His dog had been a loyal companion for 

years.a female/male companion He arrived with a female companion.a 
constant/inseparable companion (=who you spend most or all of your time 
with) The two boys became constant companions.a lifelong companion (= throughout 

your life) Lucinda was her best friend and lifelong companion.a good/wonderful 
companion For older people, a pet cat can be a very good companion.ideal/perfect 
companion Who would be your ideal dinner companion?a 

travelling/dining/drinking companion I knew that Dave would be a good travelling 
companion. | We saw him in the restaurant with a very attractive dinner 
companion. | George was out again with his drinking companions.PREPOSITIONSa 

companion to sb She became an inseparable companion to my uncle.a companion 
for sb We bought the dog as a companion for my mother. 

company /ˈkʌmpəni/ noun (plural companies)  1. a business 

organizationADJECTIVESa big/large company She has a senior position in a 
large manufacturing company.a small company His father is the director of a small 
company.a medium-sized company The firm is a medium-sized company, employing 

just over 300 workers.a leading/major company Apple is one of the 
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world’s leading computer companies.a reputable company (=with a good 

reputation) Choose a reputable company to do the building work.a 
profitable/successful company How can we make this company more profitable?a 

foreign company There are many opportunities for foreign companies here.an 
international/multinational company (=with offices in different countries) She 
works for a major international company. | Within ten years the business grew into a 

huge multinational company.a local company The new development will bring more 
business to local companies.a private company (=not owned by the government) It 
is private companies that create wealth in a society.a public/listed company (=one 

that offers its shares for sale on the stock market) They are on the index of the top 
100 listed companies.a limited company (=one whose owners only have to pay a 
limited amount if it gets into debt) We decided it would be safer to change our business 

into a limited company.a state-owned/publicly owned company (=owned by the 
government) The state-owned company was very inefficient.NOUNS + companyan 
internet company He started his own internet company when he was only 15.an 

oil/drug/insurance/phone etc company The oil company is paying for the clean-up 
operation. | I called the phone company about the bill.a 
manufacturing/publishing/shipping etc company She works for a publishing 

company editing textbooks. | Manufacturing companies are worst hit by the economic 
crisis. | The tanker is owned by a New York shipping company.a utility company (=a 
company that provides water, gas, or electricity to homes) The utility companies have 

made huge profits.a water/electricity/gas company The water company says it is 
not responsible for the burst pipe.a bus/train company I phoned the bus company to 
see if I had left my bag on the bus.a subsidiary company (=one that is owned or 

controlled by a larger company) It is a large organization with several subsidiary 
companies.a parent company (=one that owns or controls a smaller one) The 
firm’s parent company is in the US.a sister company (=one that belongs to the same 

organization as another company) Many of the flights will be operated by our sister 
company.a blue-chip company (=a very important and successful one) He only 
invests in blue-chip companies.VERBS + companywork for a company She works for a 

publishing company.run/manage a company Nick runs an 
internet company.join/leave a company Sara joined the company in 2008 as a 
software developer.resign from a company I resigned from the company when they 

refused to promote me.set up/start/form/found/establish a 
company The company was set up just after the war. | The company was founded in 
1993 by William J. Nutt.launch a company Last year, she launched her 

own company.own a company The company is owned by an Indian 
businessman.buy/sell a company They sold the company for a million dollars.take 
over a company (=buy it and run it) The company was taken over by an Indian 

construction firm.wind up/dissolve a company (=formally end it) The factory was 
closed when the company was wound up.liquidate a company (=close it and sell the 
things that belong to it) Records show that the company was liquidated in 2009.sue a 

company (=take legal action against it) He threatened to sue the company for his 
injuries.company + VERBSa company makes/manufactures/produces 

sth The company manufactures parts for car engines.a company sells sth What does 
your company sell?a company supplies sth British Gas is one of 
the companies that supplies gas in the UK.a company specializes in sth (=it mainly 

makes or sells a particular product) We are a small company specializing in organic 
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cotton clothing.a company grows/expands The company has expanded since last 

year.a company goes bankrupt/fails (=stops doing business after losing too much 
money) He lost everything when his company went bankrupt.a company merges with 

another company (=they join together to become one company) What happened 
when the oil companies merged?company + NOUNSa company 
director/executive The company directors have awarded themselves a massive pay 

increase. | He earns a huge amount of money as a senior company executive.a 
company spokesman/representative A company spokesman denied that there had 
been a secret deal.company policy It is not company policy to give that information.a 

company car (=that your company gives you to use) Most sales people have company 
cars.a company pension (=money provided by your company when you stop 
working) I joined the company pension scheme when I started work.a company 

secretary (=someone with a high position in a company who makes sure it is managed 
correctly and legally) One of the directors acts as company secretary.a company 
logo (=a design that is the official sign of a company) The packaging has the company 

logo on it.PHRASESa company goes bust/goes under/goes to the 
wall informal (=it becomes bankrupt) They were worried that the company was about 
to go bust.a company goes into liquidation (=it is closed and sold in order to pay its 

debts) The company was forced to go into liquidation.THESAURUS: 

companyfirma company, especially one that provides a service rather than  

producing goods:She works for a top New York law firm. | A firm of accountants have 

been asked to check the company's accounts. | I don't think that private firms should  

be doing police work. | Foreign firms now own a lot of British industry.businessa 

company – often used when talking about a company that employs only a small  

number of people:Many small businesses are facing financial problems. | She set  

up her own catering business. | His son wants to work in the family  

business.corporationa large company that often includes several smaller  

companies:Apple is one of the biggest corporations in the world.multinationala very  

large company with offices in many different countries:The big multinationals cause 

huge amounts of environmental damage. | American multinationals are establishing  

research and development facilities across the developing  

world.conglomerate /kənˈɡlɒmərət, kənˈɡlɒmərɪt $ -ˈɡlɑː-/a very large company that  

consists of several different companies which have joined together:The company was  

taken over by a German media conglomerate. | Today, Tata is a huge 

conglomerate which employs over 300,000 workers.gianta word used mainly by 

newspapers for a very large company:Their clients include the retail giant, Wal-

Mart.subsidiarya company that is owned by a larger company:The company runs its  

New York operations through a US subsidiary.2. the fact that you are with another 

personADJECTIVESsb is good/pleasant company (=it is enjoyable being with them) I 
always liked seeing Rob – he was such good company.sb is poor company (=it is not 

enjoyable being with them) She apologized for being poor company on the 
journey.mixed company (=when men and women are together) Most of us are happy 
in mixed company.the assembled company formal (=the people who are together in 
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a place) He gazed at the assembled company.VERBSenjoy sb’s company Steve was 

fun and she clearly enjoyed his company. | The two men enjoy each 
other’s company.keep sb company (=be with someone so that they do not feel 

lonely) Mum was out so I stayed at home to keep my younger sister company.have 
company (=have a person or people with you) I’m sorry, I didn’t realize you had 
company.need/want company Children need the company of other kids their age.be 

expecting company (=be waiting for a visitor or visitors to arrive) You look very nice 
– are you expecting company?PREPOSITIONSfor company She only had her cat for 
company.in the company of sb (=when you are with someone) I felt nervous in the 

company of such an important man.in company (=when with other people) He finds it 
hard to speak to people and is awkward in company.PHRASESlike/prefer your own 
company (=prefer to be alone) She’s not unfriendly – she just prefers her own 

company.seek (out) the company of sb formal He has never sought the company 
of women.have the pleasure of sb’s company formal (=used especially to say or ask 
whether someone will be attending something) Will we have the pleasure 

of your company this evening?the company sb keeps (=the people someone spends 
time with) You can tell a lot about someone by the company they keep.get into bad 
company (=start spending time with bad people) Things began to go wrong when 

he got into bad company.you’re in good company (=used to tell someone that other 
people also do, think, or experience something) If you don’t understand these 
instructions, you’re in good company. 

compare /kəmˈpeə $ -ˈper/ verb  to consider two or more things or people, in 

order to show how they are similar or different: The report compares the different types 
of home computer available.PREPOSITIONScompare sb/sth with sb/sth The 

police compared the suspect’s fingerprints with those found at the crime 
scene.compare sb/sth to sb/sth Davies’ style of writing has been compared 
to Dickens’.PHRASEScompare and contrast Compare and contrast the main 

characters of these two novels.THESAURUS: comparemake/draw a 

comparisonto compare two or more things or people and say how they are similar:In  

her article, she makes a comparison between people’s lives now and 50 years ago. | It  

is possible to draw a comparison between the two poets’ work.draw an analogyto say 

that two situations are similar – a rather formal use:Some people have attempted 

to draw an analogy between America’s invasion of Iraq and the war in Vietnam. | One 

way to think of the development of the worm is to draw an analogy with a digital  

computer.draw a parallelto say that some features of things are similar, especially  

things that are actually very different – a rather formal use:He draws a parallel  

between football and religion. | Parallels can be drawn between her work and that of  

Picasso.contrastto compare two things, situations etc, in order to show how they are 

different from each other:In her novel she contrasts the lives of two families in very  

different circumstances.make/draw a distinction betweento say that you think two 

things are very different:The author draws a distinction between allowing death to  

occur, and causing it. | It is important to make a distinction between people’s fears  

about crime and the amount of crime that really happens.measure sb/sth against  

sb/sthto compare two people or things, in order to judge which is better, bigger  
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etc:As a young actress, she was nervous of being measured against her famous 

father. | Murray’s progress is often measured against that of Nadal.  

comparison /kəmˈpærəsən, kəmˈpærɪsən/ noun  a statement or examination of 

how similar or different two people or things areVERBSmake/do a 

comparison also perform a comparison formal Using the internet is an easy way 
to make comparisons between prices. | She was criticized 
for making a comparison between France’s current policy and that of Nazi 

Germany. | They did comparisons of three different types of camera.draw a 
comparison (=say in what way people or things are similar) The 
writer draws a comparison between the 1950s and the present day.provide a 

comparison The test can provide a comparison of language development in different 
children.allow a comparison The numbers were calculated as percentages 
to allow direct comparisons.invite comparison with sth formal (=be similar to 

something) The film invites comparison with Hitchcock’s work.a comparison 
shows/reveals sth Further comparison revealed that the pictures were by the same 
artist.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + comparisona direct comparison You can’t really make 

a direct comparison between the two schools.an interesting comparison The 
exhibition provides an interesting comparison of the artists’ works.a 

valid/useful/meaningful comparison (=a reasonable one, based on sensible 
information) There is not enough data for a valid comparison to be made.a fair/unfair 
comparison A fair comparison between the two firms is extremely difficult.a 

favourable/unfavourable comparison (=in which one thing or person is judged to 
be better/worse than another) My aunt was always making unfavourable 
comparisons between me and my cousin.a detailed/close comparison Students had 

to write a detailed comparison of the two writers. | A close comparison of the two 
pictures revealed no differences.an inevitable comparison (=that cannot be 
avoided) She was ready for the inevitable comparison with her sister.a price 

comparison You can use a price comparison website when shopping for household 
goods.PREPOSITIONSa comparison of sth The table shows a comparison of pollution 
levels in Chicago and Detroit.a comparison between sth (and sth) The comparison 

between Picasso and Matisse has been made before.a comparison with 
sth Comparisons with other countries show big variations.by/in comparison (=when 
you compare two things) The next test will be easy by comparison. | In comparison to 

Jane’s parents, mine aren’t strict at all.PHRASESfor (the) purposes of 
comparison Each child is given a score, simply for purposes of comparison.a basis for 
comparison (=something that can be used for comparing things) The test results 

serve as a basis for comparison.bear no/little comparison (=be very different) The 
stories in the press bear little comparison with what really happened. 

compass /ˈkʌmpəs/ noun  an instrument that shows directions and has a needle 

that always points northPHRASESthe points of the compass (=north, south, east 
etc) What are the four main points of the compass?a map and compass Always take a 
map and compass with you in the mountains.VERBSuse a compass Some of the kids 

were learning how to use a map and compass.set a compass (=make the needle and 
the north mark line up) Wait until the needle settles, then set the compass.check a 
compass When they checked the compass they realized they were going in the wrong 

direction.a compass shows sth Our compass showed that we should bear 
right.ADJECTIVESan electronic compass a highly accurate electronic compassa 
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digital compass (=an electronic compass) You’ll never lose your way if you’re carrying 

a digital compass.a magnetic compass (=an ordinary one, not an electronic 
one) Boats would sail away with only a magnetic compass to guide them.compass + 

NOUNScompass direction Owls can sense compass direction.a compass 
bearing/reading (=a direction shown by a compass) We took a compass bearing to 
make sure we were walking in the right direction.compass points (=north, south, east 

etc) The letters in black show the compass points marked on the compass.a compass 
needle (=a long piece of metal that moves to show north) 

compassion /kəmˈpæʃən/ noun  strong feelings of sympathyADJECTIVESgreat 

compassion He had great compassion for animals.human compassion (=which 

people expect other people to have) Judges are often criticised for lacking human 
compassion.genuine compassion The country needs a leader with genuine 
compassion for the suffering of the people.VERBSshow compassion The 

company showed no compassion towards him and fired him because he was too ill to 
work.feel compassion Helen felt compassion for her friend and wanted to help 
her.treat sb with compassion Criminals should always be treated with 

compassion.have compassion for sb It is difficult to have compassion for people who 
are just lazy.lack compassion His boss was a cold woman who lacked compassion.be 

filled with compassion They were filled with compassion for their 
son.PREPOSITIONScompassion for sb He had no compassion for them and thought 
they deserved to be punished for what they had done.compassion towards sb She 

felt great compassion towards the poor.PHRASESa lack of compassion The authorities 
showed a lack of compassion.a sense of compassion Only someone with no sense of 
compassion could treat another person so badly. 

compassionate adjective  THESAURUS > kind2 

compensation AC /ˌkɒmpənˈseɪʃən $ ˌkɑːm-/ noun  money paid to someone 

because they have suffered injury or loss, or because something they own has been 

damagedADJECTIVESfinancial compensation He applied for financial 
compensation from the government.full/maximum compensation (=fully covering 
the loss, damage etc) Full compensation is only paid very rarely.partial 

compensation (=partly covering the loss, damage etc) The woman received partial 
compensation of £5,000.substantial compensation (=a lot of money) She may be 
entitled to substantial compensation.record compensation (=more than has ever 

been paid before) The company agreed to pay record compensation of $1 
billion.adequate/appropriate compensation (=enough money) 1,000 euros is 
not adequate compensation for what we have suffered.compensation is 

payable/due (=it must be paid) A court ruled that 
no compensation was payable.VERBSapply for/claim compensation (=ask for it 
because you have a right to it) You can claim compensation for unfair dismissal from 

your job.get/receive/win compensation Some people have received 
compensation from the government for the loss of their homes.pay/give (sb) 
compensation Passengers will be paid compensation if their baggage is lost or 

damaged.award (sb) compensation (=say someone has a right to get it) Many 
victims have been awarded compensation by the courts.offer sb compensation The 

health authority offered compensation to the families.deny/refuse sb 
compensation (=not allow them to have it) The released prisoners were denied 
compensation.be entitled to/be eligible for compensation (=be able to get it) If 
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you have lost money, you may be entitled to compensation.seek compensation (=try 

to get it) Survivors of the rail disaster are seeking compensation.demand 
compensation (=ask for it in an angry way) The people whose houses were damaged 

are demanding financial compensation.fight for compensation (=try hard to get 
it) Alan, who hurt his back and hasn’t worked since, is still fighting for 
compensation.compensation + NOUNSa compensation claim He was seeking legal 

advice on a compensation claim.a compensation payment UK farmers may 
get compensation payments.a compensation payout (=a payment or payments, 
especially when this is a lot of money) A young footballer has received a 

record compensation payout for his injury.a compensation system also a 
compensation scheme BrE There is a compensation scheme for people hurt in road 
accidents.a compensation fund (=money available for paying 

compensation) A compensation fund was created for the victims of the 
attack.PREPOSITIONScompensation for sth You can get compensation for injuries at 
work.compensation from sb She received compensation from the government for 

damage to her property.in compensation The jury awarded Tyler $1.7 million in 
compensation.as compensation The workers were given 30 days’ pay as 
compensation. 

competence /ˈkɒmpətəns, ˈkɒmpɪtəns $ ˈkɑːm-/ noun  the ability to do 

something wellADJECTIVES/NOUNS + competencereasonable competence Some 
children failed to gain reasonable competence in reading.basic competence He lacked 

even basic competence in his job.professional/occupational competence (=in your 
job) The courses will improve the skills and professional competence of the staff.core 
competence (=a special skill or type of knowledge that a business has) The company 

is investing heavily in its core competence.managerial competence (=someone's 
ability as a manager) Several employees have questioned his managerial 
competence.technical/scientific competence We need to improve our technical 

competence.linguistic/language competence There are many careers that require a 
high degree of linguistic competence.intellectual competence (=intelligence) His 
achievements reflect intellectual competence and leadership skills.reading 

competence (=how well someone can read) a test of reading competencesocial 
competence (=how well someone deals with meeting people, forming relationships 
etc) The first years of life are very important in a child’s growth toward social 

competence.VERBSshow competence also demonstrate 
competence formal Students have to demonstrate competence in spoken and written 
English.have no/little/more etc competence People are expected 

to have some competence with computers.achieve/gain competence also acquire 
competence formal First you have to acquire competence in methods of 
research.develop competence Teaching should help students develop confidence 

and competence.maintain your competence Doctors have to constantly update their 
knowledge in order to maintain their professional competence.lack competence Some 
staff members lacked the competence to deal with technical problems.question sb’s 

competence (=say they do not have enough ability) He questioned the competence of 
the government.assess/evaluate sb’s competence (=see how able someone is) You 
have to do a test so they can assess your competence as a 

translator.PREPOSITIONScompetence in sth Students will gain competence in a wide 
range of skills.competence for sth He displayed absolutely no competence for the 
work.competence as sth First they need to assess your competence as a 
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manager.within the competence of sb (=able to be done by someone) The music is 

simple enough to be within the competence of an average choir.beyond/outside the 
competence of sb (=not able to be done by someone) Some work is beyond the 

competence of the staff.PHRASESa level of competence The trainees are expected to 
acquire a basic level of competence.a standard of competence They want to create a 
higher standard of competence in the company.a degree of competence (=some 

competence) All children require a degree of competence in mathematics. 

competition /ˌkɒmpəˈtɪʃən, ˌkɒmpɪˈtɪʃən $ ˌkɑːm-/ noun  1. an organized event 

in which people or teams compete against each otherADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ competitiona major/big competition She has won several major sports 

competitions.a national/nationwide competition He entered a nationwide 
competition to find the country’s best storyteller.an international competition Her 
oldest daughter has taken part in international competitions.an annual 

competition Last year he won the magazine’s annual photo competition.a 
writing/painting/dancing etc competition Greg took part in the school public-
speaking competition.a sports/football/basketball etc competition There is an 

increasing demand to watch sports competitions.a music/essay/poetry etc 
competition There’s a music competition in the town on June 12th.an open 

competition (=that everyone can take part in) An open competition is to be held at 
the tennis club.a knock-out competition BrE (=in which if you lose one part, you are 
no longer in the competition) The singing contest is a knock-out competition, and no 

one wants to be the first to leave.a newspaper/magazine competition (=organized 
by a newspaper/magazine) I entered a newspaper competition for young writer of the 
year.an exciting competition This year’s competition has been 

very exciting.VERBSenter a competition You must be over 16 
to enter the competition.take part in a competition also participate in a 
competition formal Ten schools took part in the competition.win a competition I was 

really happy when I heard I had won the competition.come first/second/third etc in 
a competition Stuart came second in the swimming competition.have/hold a 
competition Each year the school holds a painting competition.run a 

competition (=organize it) The company is running a competition to come up with a 
new invention.launch a competition (=start it) We’re launching a competition to find 
the best young designer.judge a competition (=decide who has won) A panel of five 

will judge the competition.withdraw from/retire from a competition (=not take 
part because you are no longer able to) He had to withdraw 
from the competition because of an injury.be disqualified from a competition (=not 

be allowed to continue in it because of doing something wrong) Anyone found taking 
drugs will be disqualified from the competition.put/knock sb out of a 
competition (=defeat someone so that they are no longer in a 

competition) They put us out of the competition in the semi-final last 
year.PREPOSITIONSbe in a competition She’s in a dancing competition this 
weekend.be out of a competition (=no longer be in a competition because you have 

been defeated) Our team scored the fewest points so we were out of the competition.a 
competition for sth There’s a competition for the best photograph.a competition 
between sb (and sb) We decided that a competition between the boys and girls 

would be fun.PHRASESthe results of a competition The results of the competition will 
be announced on April 3rd.the winner of a competition Jane was the clear winner 
of the competition.the rules of a competition Make sure you understand the rules 
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of the competition.a competition is open to sb (=used to say who can enter a 

competition) The competition is open to artists between 16 and 25 years 

old.THESAURUS: competitioncontesta competition in which people do an 

activity, and a group of judges decide the winner:a beauty contest | a contest to find  

America’s strongest manchampionshipan important sports competition to find the 

best player or team in the world or in a particular area:She plans to compete in the 

European Athletics Championship. | Brazil went on to win the world  

championship.tournamenta competition in a sport or game, in which many players or  

teams compete against each other until there is one winner:He won his first golf  

tournament when he was 19.quiza competition in which people have to answer  

questions:My dad likes watching TV quiz shows. | In England, pub quizzes are very  

popular. | The teacher made us do a quiz. | The answers to the quiz are at the back of  

the book.PART OF A COMPETITIONroundone of the parts of a competition that you have  

to finish or win before you can go on to the next part:Henman lost in the second round 

of the competition.heatone of several races or competitions whose winners then 

compete against each other:She came second in her heat, with a time of 23.2  

seconds.2. a situation in which people or organizations are trying to be more 

successful than othersADJECTIVESstrong/serious competition (=a lot of people, 
companies etc are competing) The company is facing strong competition in the 
market.stiff/tough/keen competition (=strong competition) There is stiff 

competition for places at the top universities.fierce/intense competition (=very 
strong) There is fierce competition between the three leading manufacturers.cut-
throat competition (=very strong and unpleasant) The cut-throat competition in the 

airline industry kept prices low.fair/unfair competition Fair competition offers the 
best guarantee of good services and low prices. | The government wants to protect the 
industry from unfair competition from abroad.open competition (=everyone has a 

chance to be successful) We welcome open competition in the software market.healthy 
competition (=it is a good thing) There has always been healthy competition between 
the two athletes.friendly competition There’s nothing wrong with a little friendly 

competition.increasing/growing competition There is increasing competition for 
school places.VERBSbe up against/face competition (=other people or organizations 
are competing with you) They are up against stiff competition.beat off/fight off 

competition (=be more successful than others) She beat off competition from dozens 
of other candidates to get the job.go into competition with sb also enter into 
competition with sb (=start competing with them) He never forgave his business 

partner for breaking away and going into competition with him.create 
competition The proposals were intended 
to create more competition.encourage/stimulate competition They want 

to encourage greater competition in the banking sector.increase/reduce 
competition We need to increase choice and competition.competition 
increases/grows/intensifies It is likely that competition will grow in the next few 

months. | Recently, competition between the companies 
has intensified.PREPOSITIONScompetition for sth Competition for the job was 
intense.competition between sb (and sb) Sometimes there’s a lot of competition 
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between brothers and sisters.competition among people/organizations This price 

reduction is due to competition among suppliers.competition from sb We face 
strong competition from foreign firms.be in competition with sb Government 

departments are in direct competition with each other for limited resources.PHRASESin 
the face of competition (=in a situation where you are competing to be 
successful) They won the contract in the face of tough competition. 

competitive /kəmˈpetətɪv/ adjective  THESAURUS > cheap 

competitor /kəmˈpetətə, kəmˈpetɪtə $ -ər/ noun  a person, team, company etc 

that is competing with anotherADJECTIVESsb’s main/chief/biggest competitor They 
sold many more phones than their main competitor.a major competitor Japan soon 

became a major competitor in the electronics industry.a strong/serious 
competitor (=one that you have to compete hard with) The company has become 
a strong competitor in the market.a top competitor (=one of the best, especially in a 

sport) The race attracted top competitors from all over the world.sb’s closest 
competitor also sb’s nearest competitor BrE (=the one most likely to beat you) He 
had five times as many votes as his nearest competitor.a direct 

competitor (=someone competing in exactly the same activity as you) He knew she 
was a successful businesswoman and a direct competitor.a potential competitor (=a 
person, company etc that might compete with you) He sees me as a potential 

competitor for the job.foreign/international/overseas competitors Foreign 
competitors can make the same goods at lower prices.VERBSbeat a competitor To 
stay in business you have to beat your competitors.outperform a competitor (=do 

better than them) The company has consistently outperformed its competitors.switch 
to a competitor (=start doing business with a competitor) If we do not provide good 
service, customers will switch to a competitor. 

complain /kəmˈpleɪn/ verb  to say that you are annoyed or not satisfied with 

somethingADVERBSsb is always complaining English people are always complaining 
about the weather – it’s always too cold or too hot.complain bitterly (=in a very 

angry way) My grandfather’s always complaining bitterly about how expensive things 
are.complain loudly The kids were complaining loudly about the heat.constantly 
complain She is constantly complaining about her job.formally/officially 

complain The club has officially complained about the referee’s decision.complain 
publicly People were unhappy with the government, but did not dare to complain 
publicly.PREPOSITIONScomplain about sth There’s no point complaining about the 

weather.complain to sb She complained to her boss about the behaviour of a 
colleague.complain of sth (=say that something is annoying or hurting you) She went 
to bed early, complaining of a headache.PHRASESI can’t complain spoken (=used to 

say that you are reasonably happy with something) My job is pretty easy, so I can’t 
complain.be the first to complain (=be quick to complain) He’s the first to complain if 
he thinks something is unfair.have (good) reason to complain We felt we had good 

reason to complain about the food at the hotel.have little/no reason to 
complain The school is good and parents have little reason to complain.have cause to 
complain (=have a good reason for complaining) Patients sometimes have cause to 

complain about their treatment.sb is in no position to complain also sb can hardly 
complain (=someone should not complain) He caused the problem himself, so he’s in 

no position to complain.THESAURUS: complainmake a complaintto formally  
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complain about something to someone in authority:His parents made a complaint  

to the head teacher.protestto complain about something that you think is wrong,  

especially publicly:Demonstrators were protesting against the war. | People  

were protesting about plans to build a new airport.objectto say that you oppose or  

disapprove of something:Local residents have objected to the plan. | Some 

teachers objected to the scheme.grumbleto keep complaining in a bad-tempered way 

about something:Rail travellers have been grumbling about the increase in ticket  

prices. | What’s he grumbling  

about now?moan/whine informal also whinge /wɪndʒ/ BrE informalto keep 

complaining in an annoying way:Everyone was moaning about the hotel food. | Stop 

whingeing and get on with your work!kick up/make a fussto complain or become 

angry about something, especially something that is not very important:The soup 

wasn’t hot enough, but he didn’t want to make a fuss. | He kicked up such a fuss that  

they were offered another room.  

complaint /kəmˈpleɪnt/ noun  a statement in which someone complains about 

somethingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + complainta formal/official complaint The man has 
made a formal complaint against the police.a common/widespread/frequent 
complaint A common complaint of children is that parents do not listen to them.a 

legitimate complaint (=reasonable) In my view, it is a legitimate complaint.a 
customer/consumer complaint As a result of the improvements, customer 
complaints went down by 70%.a serious complaint Serious complaints of negligence 

have been made.a bitter complaint (=very angry) The people are full of bitter 
complaints about their government.VERBSmake a complaint (to sb) (=complain 
formally to someone) The manager of the team made a complaint about the 

referee.file/lodge/register a complaint (with sb) formal (=make a 
complaint) She filed a complaint with her boss against several of her colleagues.bring 
a complaint against sb formal (=complain in a formal, legal way) Higgins brought a 

complaint against his former manager.voice a complaint (=complain) When 
employees voiced complaints, they received little response.have a complaint (=want 
to complain about something) Please let us know if you have any complaints about our 

service.get/receive a complaint Our department has received a number 
of complaints from the public.deal with/handle a complaint Police officers came to 
the house to deal with a complaint about noise.address a complaint formal (=try to 

deal with it) How did the department address complaints of discrimination?respond to 
a complaint The company responded to the complaint by saying it had not intended to 
cause offence.investigate a complaint The dog was rescued after 

officials investigated a complaint of neglect.resolve a complaint (=deal with it in a 
satisfactory way) The branch manager should be able to investigate and resolve your 
complaint.uphold a complaint (=say it is reasonable) The complaint was upheld and 

the advertisement was withdrawn.dismiss/reject a complaint (=say it is not 
reasonable) The investigation committee rejected the complaint.a complaint concerns 
sth/relates to sth We have received a number of complaints concerning faulty 

goods.PREPOSITIONSa complaint about sth/sb His manager had received a 
complaint about his behaviour.a complaint of sth There have been complaints 
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of bullying at the school.a complaint against sb (=about someone) Complaints 

against doctors continue to rise.a complaint from/by sb They were 
getting complaints from their customers.a complaint to sb The matter was 

investigated following a complaint to the police.PHRASEScause/grounds for 
complaint (=a good reason to complain) I do not think that he has any cause for 
complaint.a letter of complaint I wrote a letter of complaint to the hospital 

manager.a complaints procedure (=a system for dealing with complaints) There is no 

formal complaints procedure for patients.THESAURUS: complaintprotestwhen 

someone complains publicly about something that they think is wrong or unfair and 

should not be allowed to happen:Despite their protests, the students’ fees were 

increased. | When two members of the team were dismissed, the rest of them walked 

out in protest. | The ambassador lodged a formal protest against the 

proposals (=made an official written protest). | Ignoring my protests, he took off his  

jacket and wrapped it around my shoulders.grievancesomething that you feel  

unhappy about because you think that you have been treated unfairly – use this  

especially about an official complaint you make about the place where you 

work:She filed a grievance last year after her supervisor refused to promote 

her (=made an official complaint). | Anyone who has a legitimate grievance against the  

company can take it to the committee (=one that is based on reasonable  

grounds). | The meetings give employees the opportunity to express their views or air  

grievances (=talk about your grievances).  

complete /kəmˈpliːt/ verb  THESAURUS > finish1 (1) 

completely /kəmˈpliːtli/ adverb  to the greatest degree or in every 

waycompletely + ADJECTIVEScompletely different Your hair looks completely 

different.completely new The company has introduced a completely new range of low-
cost computers.completely free The service is completely free.completely 
sure/certain I’m not completely sure what happened at the party.completely 

wrong/unacceptable I'm afraid he is completely wrong.completely dependent on 
sb/sth Japan is completely dependent on imports of oil.completely satisfied Please 
let us know if you are not completely satisfied with any of our products.completely 

exhausted By the end of the game I was completely exhausted.completely + 

VERBScompletely destroy sth Bad weather had completely destroyed the 
crops.completely forget sth I completely forgot that it’s his birthday 

today.completely ignore sb/sth She completely ignored her mother's 
advice.completely recover David never completely recovered from his illness.sb/sth 
has changed completely The town has changed completely since I was there.sb/sth 

has completely disappeared My headache had completely 

disappeared.THESAURUS: completelytotally/absolutely especially  

spokencompletely:She looks totally different. | I’m totally exhausted. | He’s absolutely  

right. | They were totally wrong about him. | This kind of behaviour is totally  

unacceptable. | She became totally dependent on other people. | I felt that my views 

had been totally ignored. | The house was totally destroyed.entirelycompletely – used 
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especially in negative sentences or after ‘almost’:I’m not entirely sure. | The 

community is almost entirely dependent on farming.utterlycompletely – used 

especially to emphasize strongly disapproving words:It was utterly impossible to work  

in the house. | The whole thing is utterly absurd. | The map was utterly useless. | She 

felt utterly miserable.fullycompletely – used especially to show that you completely  

understand something or that you have all the information you need:He was fully  

aware of what was happening. | The disease is still not fully understood.  

complex1 AC /ˈkɒmpleks $ ˌkɑːmˈpleks◂/ adjective  consisting of many different 

parts and often difficult to understandADVERBShighly/extremely complex Dreaming 
is a highly complex brain activity.increasingly complex Modern weapons are 

becoming increasingly complex and difficult to handle.overly/unnecessarily 
complex (=more complex than it needs to be) The payment system is unnecessarily 
complex.NOUNSa complex system A complex system of pipes is used to carry water 

to the building.a complex process This guide takes you through the complex 
process of buying a home.a complex problem/issue International trade is a 
highly complex issue. | Many complex problems remain to be solved.a complex 

subject This is a very brief description of a complex subject.a complex situation It is 
a complex situation with no easy answer.a complex relationship The book explores 

the complex relationship between science and religion.a complex 
pattern/structure The tropical rainforest has a complex structure, with many levels.a 
complex series of events The French Revolution was a complex series of events.the 

complex nature of sth This view does not take into account the complex nature of the 

human mind.THESAURUS: complex→ complicated 

complex2 AC /ˈkɒmpleks $ ˈkɑːm-/ noun  1. a large building or group of buildings 

used for a particular purposeADJECTIVES/NOUNS + complexa large/vast complex The 
company headquarters are situated in a vast complex of buildings.a 
leisure/entertainment complex The new leisure complex includes a cinema and a 

bowling alley.a sports complex Their local sports complex has good tennis facilities.an 
office complex They rent some spaces in an office complex in Los Angeles.a holiday 
complex The hotel is part of an exciting modern holiday complex.a shopping 

complex A huge shopping complex was built on the old football ground.a housing 
complex also a residential complex formal AmE We lived in a rented unit in a single-
story housing complex near the center of Phoenix.an apartment complex AmE He 

lives in a luxury apartment complex.an industrial complex Kaesong is an industrial 
complex located in North Korea.2. an emotional problem that causes someone to worry 
a lotNOUNS + complexa guilt complex (=strong feelings of guilt) After surviving the 

plane crash, he suffered from a guilt complex.an inferiority complex (=when you 
think you are not as good as other people) When I first went to university, I had a 
real inferiority complex and I thought the other students were much smarter than I 

was.a persecution complex (=when you think other people are trying to harm 
you) Doctors say she’s developed a persecution complex.ADJECTIVESa 
huge/massive/terrible complex Our teenage son developed a huge complex about 

his weight.an acute complex (=a very serious one) The woman was suffering from 
an acute anxiety complex.VERBShave a complex also suffer from a 

complex She has a complex about her height.get/develop a complex You don’t want 
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your child to develop a complex about food.PREPOSITIONSa complex about sth I used 

to have a complex about being in large crowds. 

complexion /kəmˈplekʃən/ noun  the natural colour or appearance of the skin 

on your faceADJECTIVESa fair complexion (=light in colour) People with a fair 

complexion should use plenty of sunscreen.a dark complexion Bright colours may suit 
you if your complexion is dark.a pale complexion (=very light) Red hair often goes 
with a pale complexion.a clear/fresh/healthy complexion (=without any 

spots) Eating fresh fruit will keep your complexion clear.a bad complexion (=with 
spots or marks on it) Teenagers often suffer from a bad complexion.a 
glowing/rosy/pink complexion (=healthy and pink) His mother has the rosy 

complexion of a much younger woman.a flawless/perfect complexion (=perfect, 
with no marks or spots) Good make-up gives the appearance of a flawless complexion.a 
sallow complexion (=slightly yellow, often because of ill health) A sallow 

complexion can be a sign of illness.a ruddy complexion (=reddish in colour) Years of 
working outdoors have given her a ruddy complexion.a florid 
complexion literary (=red in a way that looks unhealthy) He has the florid 

complexion of a man who drinks too much alcohol.a tanned complexion (=brown 
from the sun) He has grey hair and a tanned complexion.VERBShave a ... 

complexion She has bright blue eyes and a rosy complexion. 

complexity /kəmˈpleksəti/ noun  a complicated state, or a feature that makes 

something complicatedADJECTIVESgreat/considerable/enormous complexity This 
is a problem of considerable complexity.increasing/growing complexity The growing 

complexity of new technology makes it impossible for ordinary people to 
understand.sheer complexity (=used when emphasizing that something is very 
complex) The sheer complexity of the process made it very expensive.technical 

complexity For reasons of its technical complexity, the full details of this research 
cannot be covered in this book.VERBSunderstand/grasp the complexity of sth You 
can’t solve the problem until you fully understand its complexity.cope with the 

complexity of sth (=deal with it successfully) Visitors to Korea often can’t cope with 
the complexity of its cultural rules.reduce the complexity of sth She is more relaxed 
now that she has managed to reduce the complexity of her life.PHRASESa 

level/degree of complexity His recent paintings show a level of complexity not found 
in his earlier work. 

complicated /ˈkɒmpləkeɪtəd, ˈkɒmplɪkeɪtəd $ ˈkɑːm-/ adjective  consisting of 

many parts or details, and difficult to understand or deal withNOUNSa complicated 
system/process The United States has a very complicated voting system. | Making 
chocolate is a long and complicated process, which takes a lot of patience.a 

complicated problem/issue/matter/subject Unemployment is an 
incredibly complicated issue. | Mental illness is a very complicated subject.a 
complicated situation/case She found herself in an extremely complicated 

situation.a complicated relationship The film is about the complicated 
relationship between a patient and her doctor.a complicated story It’s a long 
and complicated story about a man who is sent to prison for a crime that he did not 

commit.a complicated explanation/complicated instructions The instructions are 
too complicated for children.a complicated calculation The deal involved 
some complicated financial calculations.ADVERBSextremely/highly/enormously 

complicated The situation in South Africa is highly complicated.fiendishly 
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complicated (=extremely complicated – used when you want to emphasize how 

difficult something is to understand) The rules of the game are fiendishly 
complicated.unnecessarily complicated The current system of taxation 

is unnecessarily complicated.VERBSlook/seem complicated The recipe looks 
complicated, but it’s easier than it sounds.get complicated (=become 
complicated) This is the part where it gets complicated.PHRASESsth is a complicated 

business (=it is a complicated thing to do – a rather informal use) Developing a new 
drug is a complicated business.things get complicated (=a situation becomes 
complicated – a rather informal use) If there is an error in the 

software, things can get rather complicated.THESAURUS: 

complicatedcomplexsystem | process | structure | relationship | problem | s

ubject | issue | situation | set | series | network | naturecomplicated – often  

used when something consists of a lot of parts that are connected in different  

ways:Companies have to deal with a complex system of government  

regulations. | Learning a foreign language is a complex process which takes many 

years. | Viruses have a complex structure in which many different proteins are 

arranged around a piece of DNA or RNA. | The book examines the complex 

relationship between food and culture. | This is a complex problem and there is no 

simple single solution. | Genetic engineering is a complex issue. | The situation was  

much more complex than I had first imagined. | Inflation is caused by a complex set of  

factors. | The war was caused by a complex series of events. | The city has a complex 

network of railway lines. | The complex nature of the human mind makes it difficult to  

study. Complex or complicated?These words are very often used in the same  

meaning, with the same words. You can say a complex  

system/process/situation etc, or a complicated  

system/process/situation etc.Sometimes, the emphasis of the meaning is  

different. If something is complicated, it seems difficult to understand: The rules of  

cricket are very complicated (=difficult to understand). If something is complex, it  

has a lot of different parts, which are all connected with each other in different  

ways: The molecules have a complex structure (=one that consists of a lot of different  

parts, which are all connected to each other).Complex is more common  

than complicated, especially in more formal  

English. elaborateplan | system | scheme | method | design | theoryhaving a  

lot of parts or details and very carefully planned. You often use elaborate when 

something seems more complicated than is necessary:He came up with an elaborate  

plan to steal nuclear weapons so that he could use them to threaten an American  
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city. | An elaborate system of canals was built, so that goods could be transported  

inland. | Her uncle had all kinds of elaborate schemes for making money. | The ancient  

Egyptians developed elaborate methods for drying and preserving bodies. | The 

machine makes it possible to produce really exciting and elaborate designs. | People in  

the Middle Ages constructed elaborate theories about the causes and treatment of  

disease.intricatepattern | design | carving | drawing | detail | system | structur

ean intricate pattern or system is cleverly designed or made, and has a lot of parts or  

details which all connect with each other. You often use intricate when you admire  

what someone has done:Persian carpets have beautifully intricate patterns. | The 

company uses lasers to cut intricate designs in wood. | The temple walls are covered 

in intricate carvings. | Wainwright’s books are illustrated with his own intricate  

drawings. | She describes their lives in intricate detail. | From an intricate system of  

pipes, water flowed everywhere, in fountains and little artificial  

streams.involveddiscussion | debate | process | systemcomplicated and taking a  

long time to explain or understand:They were having a long and involved 

discussion about the best way to cook lasagne. | Getting a work permit is a long 

and involved process. | The system for choosing candidates is very involved, and I  

won’t go into it here. | Our plans have changed – it’s all rather involved.TOO 

COMPLICATEDconvoluted disapprovingplot | story | sentence | language | explana

tion | logic | structure | system | waytoo complicated and difficult to  

understand:The audience found it hard to follow the film’s convoluted  

plot (=story). | Legal documents frequently consist of long paragraphs and convoluted  

sentences. | The city has an amazingly convoluted road traffic system. | The book is  

written in a confusing and convoluted  

way.tortuous disapprovingroute | journey | process | explanation | negotiations 

| argument | analogy | attempt | historyextremely complicated – used when 

something takes a long time and effort, and is not direct enough:They came by 

a tortuous route, in order to avoid the mountains. | Taking a case to court can be a  

long and tortuous process. | The book contains a rather tortuous explanation of the 

author’s theories. | A deal was agreed last year after four years of tortuous  

negotiations. | The island has had a tortuous history, and has been invaded many 

times. Tortuous is related to torture, and it has the same idea of being very painful  

and slow. ANTONYMS → simple 

compliment /ˈkɒmpləmənt, ˈkɒmplɪmənt $ ˈkɑːm-/ noun  a remark or action 

that shows you admire someone or somethingADJECTIVESa great/big/huge 

compliment He said he loved my paintings, which was a great compliment.the 
highest/the ultimate compliment (=the best thing you can say or do) The highest 
compliment you can pay an actor is to say they don’t look as if they are acting.a nice 

compliment She got a lot of nice compliments on her new hairstyle.an extravagant 
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compliment (=a compliment that seems too great to be sincere) He paid all the actors 

and actresses extravagant compliments.an unexpected compliment John blushed 
at the unexpected compliment.a backhanded compliment BrE a left-handed 

compliment AmE (=something that someone says which is nice and not nice at the 
same time) The reviewer said it was better than his last two films, which was rather a 
backhanded compliment.VERBSpay/give sb a compliment He was always paying her 

compliments.get/receive a compliment The exhibition has received a lot 
of compliments from the public.accept a compliment (=show that you are pleased to 
have been given a compliment) She accepted his compliment graciously.mean sth as 

a compliment When I said she’d lost weight, I meant it as a compliment.take sth as 
a compliment (=be pleased about it, even though it may not have been meant as a 
compliment) She said he was aggressive, and he took it as a compliment.fish for 

compliments (=try to make someone say something nice about you) When she asked 
if I liked her dress, she was obviously fishing for compliments.PREPOSITIONSa 
compliment on sth I have had a lot of compliments on my cooking.a compliment to 

sb It’s a compliment to us that they are training so hard to beat us. 

component AC /kəmˈpəʊnənt $ -ˈpoʊ-/ noun  one of several parts that together 

make up a whole machine or system etcADJECTIVESan important/key 

component Tourism is becoming an important component of the economy.the 
main/principal component The course has four main components.an 
essential/vital/necessary component The drug remains an essential component in 

many forms of cancer treatment.a basic/fundamental component The first chapter 
of the book describes the basic components of the system.a major/minor 
component Education is a major component in a child’s growth and development.an 

electronic component The factory produces electronic components for car 
engines.VERBSassemble components The components are made abroad 
and assembled in this country.component + NOUNSa component part The component 

parts of the vehicle are made by different companies.a component 
manufacturer/supplier The company is a component supplier to the automobile 
industry. 

composition /ˌkɒmpəˈzɪʃən $ ˌkɑːm-/ noun  the different parts, things, or 

people that form somethingVERBSchange/alter the composition of sth Heat 
can change the chemical composition of a substance.analyse/study/measure the 

composition of sth We studied the composition of soil in different 
areas.ADJECTIVESthe social/racial/ethnic composition (=the different types of 
people who make up a group) The political opinions of each group vary according to the 

group’s racial composition.PREPOSITIONSthe composition of sth The composition 
of the city has changed dramatically in recent years.changes/difference in 
composition There is a difference in composition between the rock samples. 

compound AC /ˈkɒmpaʊnd $ ˈkɑːm-/ noun  a substance containing atoms from 

different elementsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + compounda chemical compound (=formed by 
a chemical process involving two or more elements) When elements combine, they 
form chemical compounds.a simple compound (=containing only a few 

elements) Green plants take simple compounds out of water and air.a complex 
compound (=containing several elements) Wine contains complex compounds that can 
make you live longer.an organic compound (=containing carbon) Living things 

consist of organic compounds.an inorganic compound (=not containing 
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carbon) Bones and teeth are made from quite simple inorganic compounds.a 

toxic/dangerous compound (=poisonous or harmful) Toxic compounds are stored in 
a locked cabinet in the lab.a natural compound Natural compounds produced in your 

mouth protect teeth from damage.a synthetic compound (=not existing in nature but 
made by people) The brush is made from a flexible synthetic compound.a volatile 
compound (=reacting easily with other substances) Some paints are dangerous 

because they contain volatile compounds.a stable compound (=not reacting easily 
with other substances) Any substance will be safe to use if it 
contains stable chemical compounds.a carbon/nitrogen/sulphur etc compound Use 

a copper compound to protect the trees from pests.VERBSform/produce a 
compound Atoms combine in specific ways to form chemical compounds.a compound 
contains sth also a compound is composed of sth formal This compound 

contains two atoms of nitrogen and four atoms of hydrogen.a compound is found in 
sth also a compound occurs in sth formal Ascorbic acid is a compound found in citrus 
fruits.a compound reacts with sth If a chemical compound reacts with skin, it is 

dangerous to use. 

comprehensive AC /ˌkɒmprɪˈhensɪv◂ $ ˌkɑːm-/ adjective  including all the 

necessary details or itemscomprehensive + NOUNSa comprehensive list We publish 

a comprehensive list of the good hotels in the area.a comprehensive guide The 
university’s booklet is a comprehensive guide to the courses they offer.a 
comprehensive study/survey/review She planned to publish a comprehensive 

survey of English literature.a comprehensive account/report He’s written 
a comprehensive account of animal life on the islands.a comprehensive 
assessment/analysis We begin with a comprehensive assessment of the client’s 

needs.a comprehensive range/set The college has a comprehensive range of sports 
facilities.a comprehensive picture (=an understanding or explanation of all 
aspects) The police still do not have a comprehensive picture of what 

happened.comprehensive information The information we have is 
fairly comprehensive.comprehensive coverage formal (=mentioning all aspects of 
something) The book offers comprehensive coverage of the history of the region.a 

comprehensive service Our professional staff provide a comprehensive beauty 
treatment service.a comprehensive programme BrE a comprehensive 
program AmE Your holiday will include a comprehensive programme of sightseeing 

trips.a comprehensive approach The president has promised a comprehensive 
approach to health care reform.ADVERBSfully comprehensive The report does not 
claim to be fully comprehensive.extremely/remarkably comprehensive The 

instruction manual is extremely comprehensive.fairly/reasonably 
comprehensive They supplied a reasonably comprehensive description of the job. 

compromise1 /ˈkɒmprəmaɪz $ ˈkɑːm-/ noun  an agreement in which all people 

accept less than they really want in order to end a disputeADJECTIVESa good 
compromise Eventually we came up with a good compromise.an 
acceptable/reasonable/satisfactory compromise An acceptable compromise has 

been reached and the dispute has ended.a sensible compromise Starting half an hour 
later would be a sensible compromise.an uneasy compromise (=one that people are 
not very happy with) The deal represented an uneasy compromise.VERBSreach a 

compromise After a bitter political fight, a compromise was finally reached.come to a 
compromise also arrive at a compromise (=reach a compromise) I’m sure we 
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can come to some sort of compromise.make a compromise Marriage involves being 

patient and making compromises.work out/find a compromise Workers and 
management eventually worked out a compromise.accept a compromise also agree 

on a compromise If you would accept a compromise, we could end this disagreement 
now.look for a compromise also seek a compromise formal It’s easier to seek a 
compromise than a perfect solution.negotiate/broker a compromise Advisers have 

failed to negotiate a compromise, so the strike continues.lead to a 
compromise Discussions between the residents and the council led to a 
compromise.compromise + NOUNSa compromise solution The prime minister may 

soon reach a compromise solution with his political opponents.a compromise 
deal/agreement There is hope that a compromise deal can be reached to end the 
war.a compromise position We need to find a compromise position.a compromise 

proposal Representatives accepted a compromise proposal from the 
president.PREPOSITIONSa compromise with sb I made a compromise with my wife 
that we would each go out on alternate Fridays.a compromise between sb/sth (and 

sb/sth) The agreement is a compromise between the president and the Senate.a 
compromise on/over sth There is unlikely to be a compromise on the issue of pay. 

compromise2 /ˈkɒmprəmaɪz $ ˈkɑːm-/ verb  1. to reach an agreement by 

accepting less than you really wantPHRASESbe prepared/willing/ready to 
compromise I’m willing to compromise if you think it costs too much.be 
unprepared/unwilling to compromise He criticized the government for 

being unwilling to compromise.refuse to compromise I offered to come home earlier, 
but Dad refused to compromise.PREPOSITIONScompromise on sth Are you prepared 
to compromise on the issue of pay?compromise with sb You have to be able 

to compromise with your co-workers.THESAURUS: compromisemeet sb 

halfwayto do part of what someone wants if they do part of what you want, in order  

to reach an agreement:Is the president ready to meet these senators halfway? | The 

asking price is £270,000. If the sellers won’t accept £250,000, maybe they would be 

prepared to meet us halfway and take £260,000?make concessionsif one group in a  

disagreement makes concessions, they let their opponents have something that they 

are asking for, in order to reach an agreement:The company has already made 

significant concessions on pay and conditions. | There is a policy of making no 

concessions to terrorists.2. if you compromise your principles or your beliefs, you do 

something that is against themcompromise + NOUNScompromise your principles The 
government says the plans will not compromise its 

environmental principles.compromise your integrity The journalist would 
not compromise his integrity by revealing the source of the information.compromise 
your beliefs/convictions/ideals Protesters were put in prison for refusing 

to compromise their beliefs.compromise your standards Universities should not have 
to compromise their academic standards.PHRASEScompromise on 
safety/security The company had compromised on safety in order to save 

money.compromise on quality We’re trying to reduce the prices of our goods 
without compromising on quality. 

compulsory /kəmˈpʌlsəri/ adjective  if something is compulsory, you must do 

it, because of a law or rule, or because someone in authority orders you to do 
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itVERBSmake sth compulsory The government is planning to make the 

test compulsory.NOUNScompulsory attendance Attendance is compulsory for all 
students.compulsory education Compulsory education was first introduced in England 

in 1870.compulsory retirement She works for an organisation that has a compulsory 
retirement age of 65.compulsory military service All men are obliged to do two 
years’ compulsory military service.compulsory testing Experts argue that compulsory 

testing of all cattle for the disease is unnecessary.compulsory redundancy (=when 
someone is forced to leave their job) The company has promised there will be 
no compulsory redundancies.compulsory insurance Insurance is compulsory for 

drivers in Britain.PHRASESit is compulsory for sb to do sth Since 1983 it has 

been compulsory for car drivers to wear seat belts.THESAURUS: 

compulsoryobligatoryif something is obligatory, you must do it because of a rule  

or law. Obligatory is more formal than compulsory:It is obligatory for all drivers to  

have car insurance. | It is obligatory to pay tax on imported goods. | The new 

regulations made it obligatory for students to do physical exercises before 

classes. | Shaving was obligatory. Obligatory is not usually used before a  

noun. mandatorysentence | penalty | limit | ban | requirement | retirement 

age | testingif something is mandatory, you must do it because it is the 

law. Mandatory is more formal than compulsory or obligatory and sounds  

stronger:There is a mandatory sentence of life in prison for murder (=a punishment in  

which someone must stay in prison for a period of time). | There are mandatory  

penalties for people who sell drugs to children. | There will be mandatory limits on  

carbon emissions. | There is a mandatory ban on imports of rare animals. | Companies  

have a mandatory requirement to provide a safe working environment. | They want to  

raise the mandatory retirement age to 70 years old. | Helmets are mandatory 

for cyclists in some countries.  

computer AC /kəmˈpjuːtə $ -ər/ noun  an electronic machine that stores and 

handles informationADJECTIVES/NOUNS + computera powerful/fast computer He 

decided he needed a more powerful computer. | The calculations take a long time, even 
on a fast computer.a home/personal computer Most of the children have a home 
computer.a computer is down (=is not working) I can’t give you that information 

because the computer is down.a computer is up (=is working again after stopping 
working) The computer should be up again soon.a computer is slow Why is the 
computer so slow today?VERBS + computerswitch on/off a computer also turn 

on/off a computer Always switch off your computer at the end of the day.log onto a 
computer (=start using it by typing a password) Next time you log onto your 
computer, you will have to use a new password.log off a computer (=stop using a 

computer system that requires a password) I had logged off my computer but not 
switched it off.start up/boot up a computer (=make it start working) He sat down at 

his desk and booted up his computer.shut down a computer (=close the programs 
and make it stop working until you need to use it again) I saved the file and shut down 
the computer.restart/reboot a computer (=make it start working again) The 

problem sometimes disappears if I restart my computer.program a computer (=give 
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it instructions so that it will do a particular job) You can program a computer to pay 

your monthly bills.download sth onto a computer (=move it from the internet onto 
your computer) I downloaded the video onto my computer.hold/store sth on a 

computer This data is all held on a central computer.software/a program runs on a 
computer You’ll need the appropriate software running on your computer.computer + 

VERBSa computer starts up/boots up My computer takes ages to start up in the 

morning.a computer shuts down (=closes the programs and stops working) Wait 
for your computer to finish shutting down.a computer crashes/goes 
down (=suddenly stops working) My computer crashed and I lost all the work I’d 

done.computer + NOUNSa computer screen/monitor Make sure your computer 
screen is at the right height.a computer keyboard The computer keyboard is shaped 
to put less strain on your wrists.a computer game Kids love playing computer 

games.a computer system/network Our office is installing a new computer 
system. | A virus had infected the entire computer network.a computer program (=a 
set of instructions stored inside a computer) At school, we’re learning how to write 

simple computer programs.computer software (=computer programs) Microsoft Corp 
is the world’s largest maker of personal computer software.computer 
hardware/equipment (=machines and equipment, not programs) a shop that 

sells computer equipmentcomputer technology Advances in computer 
technology have changed the way people work.computer graphics (=images created 
by computers) The film uses the latest computer graphics.a computer user Computer 

users can talk to each other over the internet.a computer hacker (=someone who 
tries to break into a computer system)a computer programmer (=someone who 
writes the instructions a computer uses to do a particular job) He is looking for work as 

a computer programmer.a computer language (=a system of instructions used to 
program a computer) You need to be able to use computer languages such as Java.a 
computer error The mistake was caused by a computer error.computer 

science (=the study of computers and what they can do) He has a degree in computer 
science.a computer virus (=a program that secretly destroys information stored on 
computers) Computer viruses do a lot of damage every single day.PREPOSITIONSon 

(a) computer We have all that information on computer now.by computer All the 

designing is done by computer nowadays. Instead of saying that you ‘work on a  

computer’, you often say that you work on screen. THESAURUS: 

computerACTIONS WHEN USING A COMPUTERstart up/boot upto make a computer  

start working:I’m having problems starting up my computer.log on/into start using a  

computer system by typing your name and password:He logged on and read his  

emails.click on sthicon | linkto press a button on a computer mouse to choose a  

program, file etc from the screen:What happens if I click on this icon? | When you click  

on the link, it sends you to the company’s  

website.downloadfile | video | movie | film | music | song | game | softwareto  

move information, pictures, or music from the internet onto your computer:You can 

download the files from the internet. | It will become easier and faster to download 

movies. | Downloading music for free is a huge threat to the music  

industry.uploadfile | video | music | songto move information, pictures, or music  
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from your computer to a different computer across the internet:People often upload 

files for use by others. | Sites such as YouTube allow you to upload your own 

videos. | The group has uploaded four songs from their latest  

album.installsoftware | programto add new software to a computer so that the 

software is ready to be used:All users should install anti-virus software. | Follow the 

instructions to download and install the 

program.openfile | program | application | app | email | inboxto make a file or  

program ready to use:I can't seem to open the file. | Simply open your mail program 

and start a new message.scroll up/downto move information on a computer screen 

up or down so that you can read it:Scroll down to read the questions and 

answers.enterpassword | name | information | detailsto type information into a  

computer:The program requires you to enter a password. | The information had been 

entered incorrectly.deletefile | document | program | emailto remove information  

from a computer:When you delete a file, it first gets moved to the recycle bin. | I’ve 

deleted all his emails.cut and pastetext | essay | picture | datato remove 

information from one place and put it in another place:You can cut and paste the 

text into a Word document. | Tutors are looking out for students who cut and 

paste their essays from the 

internet.savework | file | document | program | emailto make a computer keep 

the work that you have done on it:Make sure you save any work you do before you 

shut the computer down.closefile | program | application | app | windowto stop  

having a file or program ready to use:I accidentally closed the file without saving  

it. | To close the window, click on the ‘X’ in the top right-hand corner of the screen.log 

off/outto stop using a computer system by giving it particular instructions:I get an  

error message when I log off.shut downcomputer | machineto make a computer  

stop working:Employees should shut their computers down at the end of each  

day.restart/rebootcomputer | machineto make a computer start working  

again:Wait a few minutes before rebooting your computer.  

concentrate AC /ˈkɒnsəntreɪt $ ˈkɑːn-/ verb  1. to think very carefully about 

something that you are doingADVERBSconcentrate hard/intensely I concentrated 

hard on what he was telling me.concentrate fully/totally He closed his eyes so he 
could concentrate fully.concentrate only on sth Try to concentrate only on the music, 
and not on the words.PREPOSITIONSconcentrate on sth It’s difficult to concentrate 

on one thing for longer than an hour.VERBStry to concentrate Please can you be quiet 
– I’m trying to concentrate.PHRASESfind it difficult to concentrate I find it difficult to 
concentrate if I sit by the window.find it impossible to concentrate She finds it 

impossible to concentrate when people are talking.be unable to concentrate If the 
radio is on, I’m completely unable to concentrate.2. to give most of your attention or 
effort to one thingNOUNSconcentrate your efforts Tackle one problem at a time, so 

you can concentrate your efforts.concentrate your attention I tried 
to concentrate my attention on what the teacher was saying.concentrate your 
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energy She decided to continue to concentrate her energies on what she knew 

best.concentrate resources We identify the areas of greatest need so we know where 
to concentrate resources.concentrate your mind It took a lot of effort 

to concentrate his mind that morning.ADVERBSconcentrate solely/exclusively on 
sth (=only on it) In future the company will concentrate exclusively on the luxury 
market.concentrate mainly/primarily on sth To begin with, we concentrated 

mainly on short-term objectives.PREPOSITIONSconcentrate your 
efforts/attention/energies etc on sth It would be better to concentrate your 
thoughts on your immediate problems. 

concentration AC /ˌkɒnsənˈtreɪʃən $ ˌkɑːn-/ noun  the ability to think about 

something carefully or for a long timeADJECTIVESdeep/intense concentration The 
work of a surgeon demands intense concentration.total/absolute/utter 
concentration There was a look of total concentration on her face.poor 

concentration The girl behaved badly in class and suffered from poor 
concentration.VERBSsth takes/demands/requires concentration (=needs 
concentration) Playing a musical instrument takes a lot of concentration. | Operating 

the machine is not difficult, but it demands concentration.lose (your) 
concentration Halfway through the game, he seemed to lose 

concentration.break/disturb/affect sb’s concentration (=stop someone 
concentrating) The telephone rang and broke my concentration.lack 
concentration He’s a poor student who lacks concentration.increase/improve sb’s 

concentration Getting enough sleep will improve your concentration.concentration + 

NOUNSconcentration span (=the length of time that you are able to 
concentrate) Young children have a short concentration span.PHRASESpowers of 

concentration (=the ability to concentrate) The best athletes have great powers of 
concentration.a lapse in/of concentration (=a short time when you do not 
concentrate) Their brief lapse of concentration allowed the other team to score.a lack 

of concentration A lack of concentration when you are driving can cause accidents. 

concept AC /ˈkɒnsept $ ˈkɑːn-/ noun  an idea of what something is, or how 

something should be doneADJECTIVESa basic/fundamental concept The children 
learn the basic concepts of mathematics.a key/central/important concept The title 

tells you something about the central concept of the poem.a new concept Equality for 
women was a relatively new concept.a difficult concept Difficult concepts can 

sometimes be explained with diagrams or graphs.a simple concept Cause and effect is 
a fairly simple concept.an abstract concept He finds it hard to grasp abstract 
concepts.a legal/mathematical/political etc concept The right to remain silent is a 

very important legal concept.a general/broad concept The book begins with 
some general historical concepts.a theoretical concept The theoretical concepts of 
psychology are also useful in the study of literature.a vague/ambiguous 

concept (=one that is not clear or is hard to define) Trust is rather a vague concept.a 
clear concept When I paint, I have a very clear concept of what I am trying to 
communicate.a strange/alien concept In some countries, queuing for a bus is 

an alien concept.VERBSunderstand/grasp a concept The class will help you grasp the 
basic concepts of physics.have no concept of sth Young children have no concept 
of the value of money.define a concept First, we need to define the concept of 

reasonable force.examine/explore a concept In his book, 
Sartre explores the concept of individual freedom.explain a concept Please can 
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you explain the concept of ‘a just war’?develop a concept The 

Greeks developed the concept of democracy.introduce a concept The first year of the 
course introduces the basic concepts of management.PREPOSITIONSthe concept of 

sth They do not understand the concept of social class. 

concern /kənˈsɜːn $ -ɜːrn/ noun  1. a feeling of worry about something, or 

something that makes you worriedADJECTIVESgreat/considerable concern The 
spread of the disease is an issue of considerable concern.deep/serious/grave 

concern There is deep concern about the proposals among local people. | This 
disagreement was a matter of grave concern to the US.widespread concern (=among 
many people) There is widespread concern about the state of our hospitals.public 

concern The government is ignoring public concern about the safety of nuclear 
energy.real/genuine concern His teachers expressed real concern about his 
behaviour.sb’s main/major/biggest concern The aid workers’ main concern is the 

lack of clean drinking water.a particular concern The effect of pesticides on bees is 
a particular concern.growing/increasing/mounting concern Growing concern has 
been expressed over pollution in the North Sea.national concern The lack of good 

cheap public transport is a matter of national concern.a legitimate concern (=a 
reasonable thing to be worried about) Voters have legitimate concerns about the level 

of taxes.VERBScause/raise concern The announcement will cause concern in the Arab 
World. | The incident has raised concern over safety at the power station.feel 
concern/have concerns about sth He had some concerns about his health. | A lot of 

people felt some concern about the proposal.share sb’s 
concern We share your concern about the lack of training.express/voice 
concern (=say that you are worried) He expressed concern that the incident would 

harm the UK’s image abroad.raise your concerns (=mention something that is 
worrying you) He intends to raise his concerns at the next staff meeting.allay sb’s 
concern(s) formal (=make someone feel less worried) The head teacher attempted 

to allay parents’ concerns.address sb’s concerns (=deal with something that is 
worrying someone) Ministers must address these concerns.NOUNS 

+ concernsecurity/safety/health concerns The airport was closed because of safety 

concerns.PREPOSITIONSconcern about/over sth also concern regarding sth The 
president expressed concern over the situation.concern for/to sb The high cost of 
living is a concern for many people.amid concern that.../amid concern over 

sth formal (=because there is concern about something) Shares fell slightly amid 
concern that the economy is slowing.PHRASESa cause for concern Rising global 
temperatures are a cause for serious concern.a matter/issue/area of concern The 

long hours worked by hospital doctors have been a matter of concern for many 
years.2. something that is important to you or that involves youPHRASESsth is not 
sb’s concern also sth is none of sb’s concern His personal life is not my concern.be 

of concern to sb (=to interest or involve someone) Politicians should focus on issues 
that are of concern to the public.ADJECTIVESsb’s main/biggest concern Their main 
concern is to make money.sb’s primary/chief/principal concern (=main concern – 

more formal) The president said his primary concern was the welfare of the American 
people.sb’s central concern Our organization’s central concern is to help people get 
out of debt.a major concern Security is a major concern for internet users.sb’s 

only/sole concern Rick’s only concern was having a good time at the weekend.sb’s 
present/immediate concern Her two immediate concerns were to find a home and a 
job.sb’s overriding concern (=much more important than anything else) As an artist, 
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his overriding concern is to communicate.an urgent/pressing concern (=something 

that you must deal with as soon as possible) At the moment, we have more pressing 
concerns than arranging a party.3. a feeling of wanting someone to be happy and 

healthyADJECTIVESgenuine concern He showed a genuine concern for the welfare of 
his crew.tender/loving concern I want to thank my parents for their loving 
concern.VERBSshow/demonstrate concern He had not shown the 

slightest concern for her.be touched by sb’s concern (=feel grateful for it) “Will you 
be all right?” she asked. He was touched by her concern.PREPOSITIONSconcern for 
sb/sth She had great concern for the poor.out of concern for sb/sth He had sent his 

children abroad out of concern for their safety.PHRASESconcern for sb’s 
health/welfare/safety My employers had no concern for my safety. 

concerned /kənˈsɜːnd $ -ɜːrnd/ adjective  1. worried about 

somethingADVERBSvery/deeply/extremely concerned She is deeply 

concerned about her son’s behaviour.increasingly concerned The girl has been 
missing for five days, and her family are becoming increasingly concerned.particularly 
concerned Hotel owners are particularly concerned about the impact on 

tourism.naturally/understandably concerned (=used when you can understand the 
reasons why someone is concerned) Local people are naturally concerned about 

pollution from the factory.not overly/unduly concerned (=not too worried, or not 
very worried) She was not unduly concerned about the sudden change in the 
weather.PREPOSITIONSconcerned about sb/sth She’s concerned about her 

father. | We are very concerned about the current situation.concerned at/by sth The 
authorities are deeply concerned by the increase in violence. | They say they 
are concerned at the lack of progress.concerned for sb/sb’s safety His family are all 

very concerned for him.2. caring about something and thinking that it is 
importantADVERBSmainly/primarily concerned The organization is mainly 
concerned with protecting the rights of its members.solely/exclusively 

concerned (=only concerned) We are solely concerned with finding out the 
truth.genuinely concerned He seems genuinely concerned about our 
problems.PREPOSITIONSconcerned with/about sth She is too concerned with her 

appearance. 

concert /ˈkɒnsət $ ˈkɑːnsərt/ noun  a performance given by musicians or 

singersADJECTIVES/NOUNS + concerta pop/rock/jazz/classical concert There were 

150,000 people at the rock concert in Frankfurt.an orchestral concert/a symphony 
concert (=one in which an orchestra plays) Tickets for orchestral concerts range from 
$15 to $35.a big/huge concert (=with a lot of people in the audience) They had just 

done a big concert at the Albert Hall.a live concert (=that people are there to watch 
and listen to) Attending a live concert is more exciting than listening to a CD.an open-
air/outdoor concert He is playing a big outdoor concert in Hyde Park next week.a 

charity concert (=performed to raise money for charity) 600 tickets have already 
been sold for the charity concert in June.a gala concert (=performed to celebrate a 
special occasion) a 75th anniversary gala concertVERBSgo to a concert also attend a 

concert formal I love music and often go to concerts.give/do a concert The 
group gave concerts for charity throughout Europe.play/perform a concert The band 
still plays 100 concerts a year.put on a concert also stage a 

concert formal (=arrange one) The music club puts on regular concerts throughout the 
year.concert + NOUNSa concert performance She gave a number of concert 
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performances in Berlin.a concert hall On the last night, the concert hall was packed.a 

concert tour (=a journey made by musicians to perform in different places) This year 
we did a concert tour of the United States.a concert ticket Concert tickets are 

available from $17.50.a concert pianist (=who performs in concerts) Her ambition 
was to become a concert pianist.PREPOSITIONSa concert of sth We have tickets to a 
concert of music by Mozart. 

concession /kənˈseʃən/ noun  something that you agree to in order to end a 

disagreementADJECTIVESa major/important concession We made some major 
concessions in order to reach an agreement.a further concession Britain agreed 
to further concessions.a minor/small concession Washington made a few minor 

concessions in the climate talks.a significant/substantial concession This offer was 
viewed as a significant concession.a political concession The mayor was forced to 
make some political concessions.VERBSmake a concession The 

government made some concessions in order to get the law passed.offer a 
concession The king was prepared to offer some concessions to 
France.win/obtain/gain a concession In the end, the strikers returned to work 

having won few concessions.extract a concession from sb also wring a concession 
from sb (=make someone give you one) They failed 

to extract significant concessions from the government.PREPOSITIONSa concession on 
sth The company made some concessions on pay.a concession to sb This reversal of 
policy represented a significant concession to the opposition.a concession by/from 

sb We cannot reach a solution without concessions from all sides. 

concise /kənˈsaɪs/ adjective  THESAURUS > short (3) 

conclude verb  THESAURUS > finish1 (1) 

concluding determiner  THESAURUS > last1 (1) 

conclusion AC /kənˈkluːʒən/ noun  something you decide after considering all 

the information you haveADJECTIVESthe same/a similar conclusion The two teams 
of scientists reached the same conclusion.a different/the opposite conclusion A lot 
of scientific evidence supports the opposite conclusion.the right/correct conclusion I 

am sure that you came to the right conclusion.the wrong/an incorrect 
conclusion Reporters saw the couple together and leapt to the wrong conclusion.an 
obvious conclusion The conclusion was obvious: he had stolen the money.the 

inescapable/inevitable conclusion (=one that is very obvious, although you may 
not like it) The inescapable conclusion was that the country needed a change of 
leadership.the logical conclusion The logical conclusion is that short commercials are 

just as effective as longer ones.a firm/definite conclusion We still haven’t reached 
a firm conclusion about what to do.a hasty conclusion (=one that you reach too 
quickly) We must not leap to hasty conclusions on the basis of one study.a 

surprising/startling conclusion After years of research, he reached the startling 
conclusion that Einstein’s theory was wrong.VERBScome to/arrive at/reach a 
conclusion I came to the conclusion that I would never be a writer.draw a 

conclusion (=decide something from what you learn or see) We tried not 
to draw any conclusions too early in the investigation.jump to/leap to a 
conclusion (=decide without knowing all the facts) Everyone jumped 

to the conclusion that we would get married.base a conclusion on 
sth Your conclusion is based on a rather small sample.lead to/point to a 
conclusion (=make you decide that something is true) All the facts point to only 
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one conclusion.support/reinforce a conclusion This 

evidence supports the conclusion that his death was an accident.THESAURUS: 

conclusionfindingsthe information that someone has discovered as a result of their  

study, work etc:Surveys conducted in other countries reported similar  

findings.resultthe answers that are provided by a scientific study or test:Have you 

had the result of your blood test yet?  

concrete /ˈkɒŋkriːt $ kɑːnˈkriːt/ adjective  definite and specificNOUNSconcrete 

evidence The police must have concrete evidence that a crime has been committed.a 

concrete example I can illustrate this point with a concrete example.a concrete 
proposal People talked a lot but made few concrete proposals.concrete results The 
negotiations failed to achieve any concrete results.concrete action In order to solve 

this problem, the government must take concrete action.PHRASESin concrete 
terms Let me explain what I mean in more concrete terms.take concrete 
steps/measures to do sth The country has to take concrete steps to end the 

violence. 

condemn /kənˈdem/ verb  to say publicly and very strongly that you do not 

approve of somethingADVERBSstrongly/roundly condemn sth The president strongly 

condemned the attack. | Last week’s violence was roundly condemned by foreign 
governments.be widely condemned (=by many people or groups) The laws 
have been widely condemned by human rights 

groups.vehemently/vigorously/fiercely condemn sth (=in a very strong or angry 
way) Teachers have vehemently condemned the changes to the education 
system.utterly/totally/unequivocally condemn sth (=very definitely and with no 

doubts) We utterly condemn any acts of terrorism.publicly/openly condemn 
sth Army officers openly condemned the war.unanimously condemn sth (=all 
members of a group condemn something) The committee unanimously condemned his 

remarks.be rightly condemned by sb The attack has been rightly condemned by 
world leaders.PREPOSITIONScondemn sth as sth The move was condemned as a 
waste of time.condemn sb for (doing) sth Farmers have condemned the 

government for doing too little too late. 

condition /kənˈdɪʃən/ noun  1. the state that something is inPHRASESin 

bad/poor/terrible condition Some of these old buildings are in terrible condition.in 

good/excellent condition She keeps her hair in good condition.in reasonable 
condition (=quite good) The car is in reasonable condition, considering its age.in 
perfect condition The goods were in perfect condition when they left the factory.in 

mint/pristine/immaculate condition (=as good as when it was new) A copy of this 

book in mint condition is very valuable.THESAURUS: conditionTHE CONDITION  

OF SOMETHINGstatethe condition of something at a particular time – use this  

especially when something is in bad condition because it has not been well looked 

after:When I got back home, I was horrified to see what a terrible state the kitchen 

was in. | One of the things people complain of most is the state of the sidewalks.IN  

BAD 

CONDITIONshabbyclothes | coat | jacket | dress | room | house | apartment | h

otel | shop | street | area | placeused especially about clothes, furniture, or  
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buildings that are in bad condition because they are old and have been used a lot:His  

clothes were shabby and ill-fitting. | They lived in a shabby one-room 

apartment.tatteredclothes | shirt | jeans | dress | flag | banner | book | copy | 

notebook | paperbackused about things that are old and torn:The shirt was now 

tattered beyond recognition. | The old man clutched a tattered copy of ‘War and 

Peace’.dilapidatedbuilding | house | hotel | warehouse | condition | stateused 

about a building that is in very bad condition because it has not been looked after:He 

shared a dilapidated house with five other people. | The hotel looked slightly  

dilapidated.run-downarea | part | estate | houses | schoolsused about a building  

or area that is in bad condition, especially because the people who live there do not  

have enough money to look after it properly:It is often difficult to borrow money to buy  

a house in a run-down area. | We lived in a run-down part of the 

city.derelictbuilding | house | land | factory | warehouseused about something  

such as a house or piece of land that is in very bad condition, because it has been 

empty for a very long time:In the middle of town is a derelict building that used to be 

the school. | The land behind the factory is stony and 

derelict.batteredchair | suitcase | jacket | car | truckused about something that is  

old and in bad condition because it has been used a lot and treated roughly:There was  

nothing in his office except for a few battered chairs. | Alex and Lisa used to drive 

around town in a battered 

old car.ricketychair | table | furniture | staircase | stairs | ladder | gate | fence

 | bridge | boat | bicycleused about furniture and other structures that are in such  

bad condition that they look as if they would break if you tried to use them:They sat  

around the card table on rickety old chairs. | The staircase was old and rickety. | a 

rickety bamboo fenceclapped-out BrE informal beat-

up AmE informalcar | truck | van | sofavery old and damaged - used especially  

about vehicles:She drives an old beat-up pickup truck.be falling apart especially  

spokenif something is falling apart, it is gradually breaking into pieces, because it is old  

or badly made:I need some new shoes. These are falling apart.be on its last  

legs informalif a vehicle or machine is on its last legs, it has been used so much and is  

in such bad condition that you will soon not be able to use it any more:The washing  

machine was on its last legs.have seen better days informalif something has seen 

better days, it is not in as good condition as it was:The carpets, curtains, and cushions  

had all seen better days but still looked quite pretty. | She lived in an old Victorian  

house that had certainly seen better days.IN GOOD CONDITIONin good shapein good 

condition – used especially about a person or part of their body, or about something  

that has had a lot of use or is rather old:Doctor Morrissey told her that her leg was  

healing well, and was now in very good shape. | To avoid accidents, it’s important to  

check that all your tools are in good shape before starting.as good as newsomething  
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that is as good as new is almost as good as when it was new – used about things that  

have recently been cleaned or repaired:I’ve just had the bike serviced, and it looks as  

good as new.2. the state that someone is inADJECTIVESsb’s physical/mental 

condition I am very concerned about his mental condition.a serious/critical 
condition Doctors described the injured man’s condition as serious.a 
satisfactory/comfortable condition His life was in danger at one point, although 

his condition is now satisfactory.a stable condition (=not getting worse) He is in a 
serious but stable condition.VERBSsb’s condition 
improves Her condition is improving, but she remains seriously ill.sb’s condition 

deteriorates/worsens His condition deteriorated, and he died yesterday.sb’s 
condition stabilizes (=stops getting worse) After his condition stabilized, he was 
transferred to St Andrew’s Hospital.3. the situation somewhere, especially when 

someone is doing something GrammarAlways plural in this meaning. ADJECTIVESgood 

conditions/the right conditions In the right conditions, cooking can be very 
enjoyable.ideal/perfect conditions Conditions were ideal for diving.bad/poor 

conditions The game was stopped because of the poor conditions.difficult 
conditions She played well in spite of the difficult conditions.appalling/dreadful 
conditions (=very bad) The prisoners were being kept in appalling conditions.normal 

conditions Under normal conditions, there shouldn’t be a problem.cold/wet/windy 
etc conditions It’s not easy playing golf in windy conditions.overcrowded/crowded 
conditions The families are living in dirty overcrowded conditions.cramped 

conditions (=without enough space) The hostages were held in extremely cramped 
conditions.insanitary/unhygienic conditions (=dirty) Diseases spread quickly 

among people living in insanitary conditions.inhumane conditions (=so unsuitable 
that it is cruel to keep an animal or person there) Live animals were transported 
under inhumane conditions.physical conditions Physical conditions at the school are 

basic, but the teaching is excellent.NOUNS + conditionweather conditions The rescue 
was delayed because of the extreme weather conditions.working conditions A factory 
must provide safe working conditions.living/housing conditions Living conditions in 

the camp were appalling.driving/road conditions Drivers should take care 
because road conditions are very bad, with ice and fog.VERBSconditions 
improve Economic conditions are improving.conditions get worse also conditions 

deteriorate formal The weather conditions deteriorated until the rescue workers were 
forced to stop.conditions exist Unsafe conditions still exist at the factory.improve 
conditions The charity’s aim is to improve conditions for children.PREPOSITIONSin ... 

conditions They live in very cold conditions.under ... conditions The doctors are 
having to work under terrible conditions.PHRASESin/under laboratory 
conditions The test was carried out under laboratory conditions.in/under controlled 

conditions All this work must be done under carefully controlled 
conditions.4. something that you must agree to in order for something to 
happenADJECTIVESa strict condition The US agreed to give financial aid, with a 

number of strict conditions.VERBSlay down/set/impose conditions (=say that 
something must happen before you agree to do something) They laid 
down certain conditions before agreeing to the ceasefire.attach a condition (=add or 

include a condition) Only one condition was attached to this agreement.agree 
to/accept conditions He refused to accept the conditions set by union 
leaders.meet/satisfy/fulfil a condition (=be or do what has been agreed) In order 
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to get a state pension, you must satisfy certain conditions.comply with/observe a 

condition (=act according to a condition) You must agree to comply with the 
bank’s conditions before you can get a loan.PHRASESthe terms and 

conditions (=what a contract says must be done) Before you buy online, make sure 
you read the terms and conditions.on condition that formal The police released 
him on condition that he return the following week.on one condition You can go, but 

only on one condition – you must be back by eleven.on certain conditions He said we 
could rent the house from him on certain conditions.5. a health problem that someone 
has for a long timeADJECTIVES/NOUNS + conditiona medical condition She has an 

unusual medical condition.a heart/lung/skin etc condition I’m taking some 
medicine for a heart condition.a common condition Depression is a very common 
condition.a rare condition He had a rare condition which made all his hair fall out.an 

incurable condition I’m afraid the condition is incurable.a genetic/hereditary 
condition (=that is passed from parent to child) The disease is a genetic condition that 
eventually causes blindness.a life-threatening condition (=that may cause 

death) The surgery repaired a potentially life-threatening heart condition.a chronic 
condition (=that continues for a long time and cannot be cured) People 
with chronic medical conditions need long-term care.VERBShave a condition The 

baby has a rare skin condition.suffer from a condition He has suffered 
from this condition for many years. 

conduct1 AC /kənˈdʌkt/ verb formal  to do somethingNOUNSconduct 

research He’s conducting educational research at the University of 
Washington.conduct a test/experiment Investigators will be conducting tests to 
determine how the man died.conduct a study/review Scientists conducted a study of 

the area affected by the disaster.conduct a survey/poll She is conducting a survey to 
see what shops people want in the area.conduct an 
investigation/inquiry Experts conducted an investigation into the causes of the 

crash.conduct a search The authorities conducted a nationwide search for the 
girl.conduct an interview Here are a few guidelines on how 
to conduct an interview.conduct a campaign The party was criticized for the way it 

had conducted its election campaign.conduct your affairs (=organize your 
activities) We have no right to tell them how to conduct their affairs.conduct 
business The company had been conducting a lot of business in Latin 

America.conduct an election We must ensure that 
the election is conducted fairly.PHRASESconduct sth in accordance with sth He said 

the elections had been conducted in accordance with the rules. Conduct is a formal  

word. In everyday English, people usually say do or carry out: I’ve done a lot of  

research into this. We need to carry out some more tests. THESAURUS: 

conduct→ do 

conduct2 AC /ˈkɒndʌkt $ ˈkɑːn-/ noun formal  the way someone behaves, 

especially in public or in their jobADJECTIVESgood conduct One boy was given a book 
as a reward for good conduct.bad/disgraceful conduct I thought the other 
team’s conduct was disgraceful. | The employer’s conduct is so bad that his employees 

cannot be expected to endure it.improper/inappropriate conduct (=not 
acceptable) There was no evidence of improper conduct on the part of the 
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police.unprofessional conduct (=not acceptable for someone in a particular 

job) Members of the Institute can be suspended or expelled for unprofessional 
conduct.moral conduct Children should be taught about the basic rules of moral 

conduct.ethical conduct (=concerning the way people should be treated) Standards of 
ethical conduct have got worse.professional conduct (=by someone when they are 
doing their job) There are strict rules that regulate lawyers’ professional 

conduct.disorderly conduct (=behaving in a noisy or violent way in public) Her 
husband was arrested for drunkenness and disorderly conduct.violent conduct Their 
goalkeeper was sent off the field for violent conduct.criminal conduct In some cases 

of bullying, pupils may be guilty of criminal conduct.personal conduct You are 
expected to maintain a high standard of personal conduct at work.unsportsmanlike 
conduct (=behaviour that is not acceptable in a fair competition) He swore at the 

referee, and was penalized for unsportsmanlike conduct.human conduct Societies 
have certain rules for normal human conduct.PHRASESa code of conduct (=a set of 
rules stating how you must behave) All professions have a code of 

conduct.rules/standards of conduct In war, there are established rules of conduct.a 
course of conduct (=a set of actions) When you adopted this course of conduct, you 
knew there would be risks. 

confer /kənˈfɜː $ -ˈfɜːr/ verb  THESAURUS > give (1) 

conference AC /ˈkɒnfərəns $ ˈkɑːn-/ noun  a large formal meeting where a lot of 

people discuss an important subjectADJECTIVES/NOUNS + conferencea 
world/international conference She spoke at an international conference on human 

rights.a national/regional conference The teachers’ national conference will start 
next week.an annual conference It is the biggest annual conference for people who 
work in the advertising industry.a peace conference The two sides agreed to hold 

a peace conference.a sales conference He was looking forward to the company’s 
annual sales conference.a party conference (=for a political party) The prime minister 
will give a speech at the party conference.a summit conference (=for the leaders of 

governments) The heads of the Arab states met in Amman for a summit 
conference.VERBSgo to a conference also attend a conference formal Over 500 
scientists attended the conference.hold a conference The dentists’ 

annual conference was held in Chicago.host a conference (=have it in your country, 
city, university etc) In June, Japan hosted a peace conference.organize a 

conference The administration organized a conference on Africa.chair a 
conference (=be the person who is in charge and introduces the speakers) The 
conference was chaired by Professor James Murray.address a conference (=give a 

speech at a conference) He received a warm welcome when he addressed the 
conference.conference + NOUNSa conference centre BrE a conference 
center AmE The conference centre is about a mile from the station.a conference 

hall Thousands of people demonstrated outside the conference hall.conference 
facilities The hotel has conference facilities for 100 people.a conference 
delegate (=someone from an organization who is attending a conference) Most of the 

conference delegates were staying at the same hotel.a conference participant All the 
conference participants wore name badges.PREPOSITIONSa conference on sth She is 
attending a conference on linguistics.at a conference There were over 10,000 

people at the conference. 
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confession /kənˈfeʃən/ noun  a statement in which you admit that you have 

done something wrong, illegal, or embarrassingADJECTIVESa full confession The killer 
had made a full confession to the authorities.a written confession His written 
confession was produced as evidence.a false confession She made a false 

confession to protect her son.VERBSmake a confession He made a confession after he 
was arrested.sign a confession He had signed a confession in front of 
witnesses.retract a confession (=say that a confession you made was not 

true) Though he had confessed to the police, Gerrards later retracted his 
confession.get/obtain a confession Threats must not be used in order to obtain 
confessions.extract a confession (=get one with difficulty, or by using 

force) Confessions extracted under torture are unreliable.PHRASEShave a confession 
(to make) (=used humorously when you want to admit to doing something) I have a 
confession to make – I’ve eaten all the chocolates.a confession of guilt If I say I was 

there when the robbery happened, it could be seen as a confession of guilt.a 
confession of weakness/ignorance I was touched by his confession of weakness. 

confidence /ˈkɒnfədəns, ˈkɒnfɪdəns $ ˈkɑːn-/ noun  1. belief in your own ability 

to do things wellVERBS + confidencehave confidence As a teenager, she didn’t have a 
lot of confidence.give sb confidence I had really good teachers 
who gave me confidence in myself.boost/increase sb’s confidence (=make someone 

feel more confident) One of my stories was published, which really boosted my 
confidence.lose (your) confidence He started to lose his confidence in his abilities as 
a singer.lack confidence also be lacking in confidence Beth lacked the confidence to 

talk to people she didn’t know.gain confidence also grow/gain in 
confidence (=become more confident) He’s gaining in confidence now that he’s 
enjoying some success.exude/radiate confidence formal (=show it in a very 

noticeable way) As the leader, you have to exude confidence and authority.be 
brimming with confidence (=have a lot of confidence) His opponent was brimming 
with confidence.destroy/shatter sb’s confidence When she failed her degree, 

it shattered her confidence.build up sb’s confidence (=gradually increase it) When 
you’ve had an accident, it takes a while to build up your 
confidence again.undermine/shake/dent sb’s confidence (=make it less strong) A 

bad experience like that can undermine your confidence.ADJECTIVESquiet/cool/calm 
confidence (=confidence that is strong but not shown in an obvious way) She has 

a quiet confidence that other players admire.unshakeable/unwavering 
confidence formal (=so strong that nothing can reduce it) We were impressed by 
his unshakeable confidence.confidence + VERBSsb’s confidence 

grows/increases Since she started her new school, her confidence has grown a 
lot.sb’s confidence goes (=they stop being confident) She made a series of mistakes 
and her confidence went.confidence + NOUNSa confidence boost/booster They 

offered me the job immediately, which was a real confidence boost.confidence 
building (=making it develop) Training for a big match is all about confidence 
building.PREPOSITIONSwith confidence She speaks with great confidence and 

audiences like her.PHRASESbe full of confidence (=have a lot of confidence) The 
team are full of confidence after winning their last three games.a lack of 
confidence She suffers from a lack of confidence and she hates giving talks.a loss of 

confidence The team were suffering from a loss of confidence.THESAURUS: 

confidenceself-confidencea strong belief that you can do things well and that  
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other people will like you, which means you behave confidently in most situations:He’s  

new in the job but he has plenty of self-confidence. | Studies show that girls tend 

to lose some of their self-confidence in their teenage years. | Students who get some 

kind of work experience develop greater self-confidence and better communication  

skills.moralethe level of confidence, satisfaction, and hope that people feel, especially  

a group of people who work together:Morale among the soldiers has been low. | They 

sang songs to keep up their morale until the rescuers arrived.assurance/self-

assurancea feeling of calm confidence in your own abilities, especially because you 

have a lot of experience:She envied the older woman’s assurance. | Danby spoke to  

the committee with the self-assurance of an expert.self-esteemthe feeling that you 

are someone who deserves to be liked and respected:Getting a job did a lot for her  

self-esteem. | Sports should build a child’s self-esteem, not damage it. | His anger  

comes from low self-esteem.2. the feeling that you can trust someone or something to 

do something wellADJECTIVESgreat confidence She has great confidence in her 
doctors.little/no confidence He had little confidence in the government.public 

confidence The changes should improve public confidence in the system.NOUNS 

+ confidencebusiness confidence (=the feeling in business that the economic situation 
is good) The region has gained 46,000 jobs and business confidence is 

high.investor/market confidence (=the feeling of investors that the economic 
situation is good) A fall in the value of shares damages investor confidence.consumer 
confidence (=the feeling among ordinary people that the economic situation is 

good) Consumer confidence has fallen to its lowest for two years.customer 
confidence (=people’s feeling that they can trust a company or a type of goods or 
service) It is hoped that the new regulations will increase customer confidence in 

internet shopping.VERBS + confidencehave confidence I had no confidence at all that 
they would do anything about my problem.lose confidence Employees are losing 
confidence in the company.gain/win sb’s confidence As team captain, he soon won 

the confidence of the players.inspire/breed confidence (=make people have 
confidence) We need an education system 
that inspires public confidence.restore/rebuild confidence (=make people have 

confidence again) A few victories would restore the fans’ confidence.boost 
confidence (=make people have more confidence) The government’s decision was 
intended to boost consumer confidence.shake/undermine sb’s confidence (=make 

them have less confidence) The low value of the stock market has shaken the 
confidence of investors.destroy/shatter confidence in sb/sth The 
scandal destroyed public confidence in the bank.express confidence in sb/sth (=say 

or show that you have confidence) The teacher expressed confidence in her ability to 
pass the exam.confidence + VERBSconfidence falls also confidence 
wanes/declines formal (=people become less confident) Since the 

election, confidence in the party has waned.confidence 
increases/rises also confidence soars formal A positive financial report 
made confidence in the company soar.PREPOSITIONSconfidence in 

sb/sth Public confidence in politicians has never been lower.confidence among 
people These results reveal a lack of confidence among voters.confidence about 

sth They are full of confidence about the future.say/predict/state etc with 
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confidence We can now say with confidence that this is going to be the company’s 

best ever year.PHRASEShave every/complete/absolute confidence (=be very 
confident) The head teacher has complete confidence in his staff.a lack of 

confidence Among the team, there is clearly a lack of confidence in the manager.a 
crisis of confidence (=a situation in which people no longer have confidence) We are 
seeing a crisis of confidence over food safety.a vote of confidence (=a sign that 

people are confident) The decision to build the factory in Britain is a vote of 
confidence for the UK economy. 

confident /ˈkɒnfədənt, ˈkɒnfɪdənt $ ˈkɑːn-/ adjective  1. sure that you have the 

ability to do things well or deal with situations 

successfullyADVERBSextremely/supremely confident When she climbed up on to the 
stage, she looked supremely confident.VERBSlook confident It is important to try 
to look confident at a job interview.feel confident I’ve always been shy, and I wish 

I felt more confident.NOUNSa confident smile She gave Jack a confident smile.a 
confident voice He read his speech in a strong confident voice.PHRASESconfident in 
your ability He was very confident in his own abilities.confident in yourself They try 

to make young people feel more confident in themselves.THESAURUS: 

confidentself-confident/self-assuredconfident, and not shy or nervous in social  

situations:Jess was only 12, but she was very self-confident. | He was very self-

assured and spoke without notes. | I eventually became more self-confident as a public  

speaker. | She was supremely self-confident, with the gift of being able to talk on any 

subject whenever the camera was rolling (=extremely self-confident).self-

possessedconfident, calm, and in control of your feelings even in a difficult  

situation:He was cool and self-possessed in the midst of all the excitement around 

him. | The normally self-possessed Elton looked a little worried.assertiveconfident  

enough to say what you think and want, so that people take notice of you:The course 

helps women learn how to be more assertive in the workplace.sure of  

yourselfconfident that you are right, even when other people do not agree with  

you:He sounded so sure of himself that I didn’t bother to argue. | Jenny was younger  

than her sister but seemed much more sure of herself.extrovertsomeone who 

behaves in a confident way in social situations and likes talking and being with other  

people:Most actors are natural extroverts. | Jan says her twin babies are completely  

different: Kelly is a real extrovert while Jessie is quiet and thoughtful. | He’s a total  

extrovert who will talk to any stranger.brashbehaving and talking in a way that is too 

confident and loud. Used for showing that you disapprove:Ben was a brash and 

arrogant young man.2. sure that something will happen in the way that you want or 

expectVERBSfeel confident We feel confident that the project will be a success.remain 

confident He remains confident about the company’s long-term future.sound/seem 
confident His agent sounded confident that a deal would be worked out.NOUNSa 
confident mood The team are in a very confident mood after their win last night.a 

confident prediction It is hard to make a confident prediction about the 
economy.ADVERBSreasonably/fairly/pretty confident I’m fairly confident that 
they’ll get married eventually.completely confident Police were completely 
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confident that they had found the right man.quietly confident (=sure in your mind 

that you can succeed, even though you do not tell everyone about it) They were quietly 
confident of winning the game.PREPOSITIONSconfident of (doing) sth The president 

was confident of winning the election.confident about sth I feel quite confident 
about the future.PHRASESconfident in the knowledge that You can buy this 
car, confident in the knowledge that it has everything you will need. 

confidential /ˌkɒnfɪˈdenʃəl◂ $ ˌkɑːn-/ adjective  THESAURUS > secret1 

confirm AC /kənˈfɜːm $ -ɜːrm/ verb [T]  to show that something is definitely 

true, especially by providing more proof: Research has confirmed that the risk is higher 
for women.NOUNSconfirm a story New evidence has confirmed the first witness’s 

story.confirm evidence His evidence was confirmed by three other people.confirm 
sb's findings The research confirmed the findings of an earlier study.confirm a 
diagnosis To confirm my diagnosis I need to do some tests.confirm the 

presence/existence of sth The results confirmed the presence of the drug in his 
body.confirm sb's fears I was hoping that my worst fears would not be 
confirmed.PHRASESconfirm what sb already knew The new research confirms what 

most of us knew already - women are better drivers than men.THESAURUS: 

confirmback upto provide additional information to help prove that a statement,  

belief, or explanation is correct:When you write a history essay, you should back up all  

your points with facts. | Wright was accused of pretending to be injured, and this  

was backed up by video evidence.supportto help to prove that a belief, idea etc is  

probably true:Do you have any evidence to support these claims? | The notion that  

women are worse drivers than men is simply not supported by the facts.bear sth outif  

facts or information bear out a claim or opinion, they suggest that something is likely  

to be true:Most of the available evidence bears out the view that students learn better  

in small classes. | Marriage is not always easy; a fact that is clearly borne out in  

divorce statistics.corroborate formalto provide additional information which supports  

or agrees with something – used in scientific and legal contexts:Levine claims that a  

third car was involved in the accident and witnesses have corroborated this. | Professor  

Carling’s findings have been corroborated by more recent  

research.substantiate formalto provide additional information that helps to prove that  

a statement is correct, especially if the statement is difficult to believe:A police  

investigation failed to substantiate the claim that he had been sexually  

abused.validate formalto prove that information or results are correct by using  

scientific tests or very careful checking – used in scientific or technical contexts:All the 

information used in this report has been validated by an independent panel of experts.  

conflict AC /ˈkɒnflɪkt $ ˈkɑːn-/ noun  arguments or 

fightsVERBScause/create/provoke/lead to conflict Worries about their child caused 

conflict within their marriage. | Teenage rebellion can lead to conflict with 
authority.resolve/end/settle a conflict Legal advice may be needed 
to resolve a conflict between neighbours.avoid/avert/prevent a conflict The prime 

minister wants to avoid a conflict over the issue.a conflict begins also a conflict 
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arises/erupts formal When conflict arises, try to remain calm.a conflict 

escalates/intensifies formal (=gets worse) If the conflict intensifies, war could break 
out.ADJECTIVESbloody/violent conflict (=involving violence) The attack was followed 

by a bloody conflict that lasted for months.bitter conflict (=very angry) The new tax 
provoked bitter conflict.family conflict Our lawyers are experts in the area of family 
conflict.political/social conflict Widespread unemployment often leads to social 

conflict.armed/military conflict (=between armies) We are concerned about the use 
of children in armed conflicts.ethnic/racial conflict (=between people of different 
races) The ethnic conflict in the region has become violent.industrial 

conflict (=between workers and their employers) The industrial conflict resulted in a 
series of strikes.conflict + NOUNSconflict resolution (=finding a way to end a 
conflict) It’s important to teach children methods of conflict 

resolution.PREPOSITIONSconflict with sb They were engaged in a conflict with a 
neighbouring region.conflict between people There was angry conflict 
between members of the party.conflict over/about sth A conflict over pay is 

likely.PHRASEScome into conflict with sb Local people have come into conflict 
with planning officials over plans for a new road.bring sb into conflict with sb Her 
aggressive manner has brought her into conflict with managers.a source of 

conflict Lack of money is often a source of conflict between husband and wife.an area 
of conflict (=a subject that causes conflict) One potential area of conflict is where 
exactly to build the new store. 

confrontation /ˌkɒnfrənˈteɪʃən $ ˌkɑːn-/ noun  an angry argument or a 

fightADJECTIVESdirect/open confrontation (=very angry disagreements) The 
decision to strike brought workers into open confrontation with management.major 

confrontation Political differences are a source of major confrontation.a 
violent/physical confrontation Several people died in violent confrontations between 
rival gangs.armed/military confrontation Politicians are working hard to 

avoid military confrontation in the region.VERBSavoid (a) confrontation I knew she 
was upset, and I wanted to avoid confrontation with her if at all possible.lead to (a) 
confrontation also provoke a confrontation more formal His unpleasant behaviour 

seemed deliberately intended to provoke a confrontation.get into a confrontation He 
didn’t want to get into a confrontation with the soldiers.bring/lead sb into 
confrontation His strong opinions on religion would often lead him into 

confrontation.PREPOSITIONSconfrontation with sb The event brought protesters into 
direct confrontation with police.confrontation between sb and sb There was an 
armed confrontation between the rebels and government forces.confrontation 

about/over sth There were sometimes confrontations about money. 

confused /kənˈfjuːzd/ adjective  unable to understand or think clearly about 

what someone is saying or what is happeningVERBSget/become confused Because 

she is old, she gets confused from time to time. | I’m getting confused – can you say 
that again?feel confused When he read the instructions again, he felt more confused 
than ever.look/seem/appear confused The waitress spoke to him in Italian, and he 

replied in English. She looked completely confused.remain confused Many 
voters remain confused about the party’s policies.leave sb confused The book 
contains so much information that it can leave you feeling 

rather confused.ADVERBStotally/completely/utterly confused Polly stared at 
him, totally confused.hopelessly confused (=used when emphasizing that someone is 
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completely confused and does not know what to do) Now he was hopelessly 

confused and lost.somewhat confused/a little confused I was somewhat 
confused by this statement.NOUNSa confused state Dirk was wandering around in 

a confused state.a confused expression/look “What do I do now?” she asked with 
a confused expression.confused thoughts His mind was full of confused 
thoughts.PREPOSITIONSconfused about sth Customers are often confused 

about which product to choose.confused by sth I was rather confused by his 
question.PHRASESdazed and confused (=confused and unable to think clearly, 
especially because you have just had a big shock) She got out of the car looking dazed 

and confused.THESAURUS: confusedpuzzled also perplexed formalconfused 

because you cannot understand something, especially because it is different from what  

you expect:The doctor was puzzled by the man’s symptoms and ordered several  

further tests. | He had a puzzled expression on his face. | Ross looked perplexed when 

the audience laughed.baffledvery confused and unable to understand something, even  

though you have tried hard for a long time:Detectives admit they are baffled by the 

case. | He had a baffled expression on his face.bewilderedvery confused and 

surprised when something unusual and unexpected happens to you:He was bewildered 

to find three policemen at the front door. | Bewildered train passengers watched as the  

man was arrested. | At first she was bewildered by all the noise and activity of the 

city.bemusedconfused and surprised by what has happened, or by what someone has  

said:Local residents seem bemused by the sudden arrival of all the tourists. | She told  

him to leave, but he just sat there with a bemused expression.muddledconfused 

because you are not sure which person or thing is which, and you make a mistake:He 

often gets muddled and can’t find the right word. | She soon became hopelessly  

muddled.disoriented also disorientated BrEconfused and not understanding what is  

happening around you, or not knowing where you are:After a head injury, a person 

may become disorientated.dazedunable to think clearly because you have had a shock 

or because you have been hit on the head:He emerged from the wreck of the car  

dazed but unhurt. In spoken English, you say I can’t think straight when you are  

confused and cannot think clearly because you are tired, busy, or because a lot of  

things are happening around you: The children were all talking and asking me  

questions and I couldn’t think straight.  

confusing /kənˈfjuːzɪŋ/ adjective  unclear and difficult to understandVERBSfind 

sth confusing Many people find the new tax forms confusing.make sth 
confusing To make matters more confusing, the two girls both have the same 
name.sth gets/becomes confusing The film gets confusing towards the end.NOUNSa 

confusing situation The change in rules has created a very confusing 
situation.confusing messages/signals We get confusing messages about what kinds 
of foods are healthy or unhealthy.a confusing mixture She had a confusing mixture of 

feelings.a confusing mess/jumble The website was a confusing mess.a confusing 
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array of sth (=a confusing range of different things) There is a confusing array of 

products to choose from.ADVERBSextremely/highly confusing The way the report is 
written is highly confusing.rather/somewhat/slightly confusing The layout of the 

store is rather confusing if you’ve never been there before.PREPOSITIONSconfusing 

to/for sb Product labels are often confusing for shoppers.THESAURUS: 

confusingpuzzling also perplexing formalif something is puzzling, it seems 

confusing or difficult to understand, especially because it is different from what you 

expect:I found the ending of the book rather puzzling. | The results of these 

experiments were, to say the least, puzzling to the researchers. | Gandhi presented  

a deeply perplexing problem to the British authorities in  

India.bafflingcase | mysteryextremely difficult to understand, even though you try  

for a long time:Police are close to solving one of Australia’s  

most baffling murder cases. | This is one of science’s most baffling  

mysteries. | Westerners often find the Japanese writing system utterly  

baffling (=completely  

baffling).bewilderingnumber | variety | range | array | choice | experience | co

mplexityextremely confusing, especially because there are so many different  

things:There is a bewildering number of books on the subject. | Currently there is  

a bewildering variety of software available. | Supermarkets sell a bewildering range of  

cleaning products. | The geologist is faced with a bewildering array of rock types (=a 

lot of different rock types). | There is a bewildering choice of options. | Selecting items 

for your wedding list can be a bewildering experience with so much to choose from and 

so little time. | The bewildering complexity of the tax system causes problems for  

many people. Collocations of words meaning confusingIf something seems  

confusing to you, you say that  

you find it confusing/puzzling/perplexing/baffling/bewildering.Instead of  

saying that something is very confusing, you can say that it is deeply  

puzzling/perplexing, utterly baffling or, utterly bewildering.  

confusion /kənˈfjuːʒən/ noun  when you do not understand what is happening 

or what something meansADJECTIVESgreat confusion also considerable 
confusion The movie jumps around in time, which causes considerable 
confusion.complete/total/utter confusion The child’s face showed total 

confusion.general/widespread confusion There is general confusion about how the 
new rules will operate.understandable confusion Different groups received different 
advice, which led to understandable confusion.momentary confusion (=lasting only a 

short time) She was sorry for the momentary confusion her mistake had 
caused.mental confusion (=the medical condition of not being able to think 
clearly) Mental confusion is one of the symptoms of the disease.VERBS 

+ confusioncause/create confusion English spelling often causes confusion for 
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learners.lead to/result in confusion Different sets of instructions led to 

confusion.add to the confusion (=make something more confusing) There were a lot 
of rumours, which added to the confusion.throw/plunge sb into confusion (=make 

someone very confused) The unexpected news threw us all into confusion.clear up the 
confusion (=explain something more clearly) More accurate information would help 
to clear up the confusion.avoid/prevent confusion Try to avoid confusion by giving 

simple advice.confusion + VERBSconfusion arises (=starts to exist) The confusion 
arose because we both have the same name.confusion reigns (=there is a lot of 
confusion) Confusion reigned, with nobody understanding what they were supposed to 

do.PREPOSITIONSconfusion over/about sth also confusion as to sth The party 
cannot blame voters for the confusion over its policies.confusion among 
people There’s considerable confusion among parents about the school’s rules on 

uniform.in the confusion (=while or because people were confused) People didn’t 
understand the rules and, in the confusion, bad decisions were made.PHRASESa state 
of confusion They were in a state of confusion because of unclear advice.to avoid 

(any) confusion To avoid any confusion, let me state exactly what my views are.the 
confusion surrounding sth There is a lot of confusion among 
shoppers surrounding new food labels.a source of confusion (=something that 

confuses people) A possible source of confusion is that the two words sound very 
similar. 

congested /kənˈdʒestɪd/ adjective  THESAURUS > busy (2) 

congestion noun  a situation in which the roads are crowded with 

vehiclesADJECTIVES/NOUNS + congestionserious/heavy congestion (=bad 
congestion) There is heavy congestion on the roads during the rush hour.traffic/road 

congestion Traffic congestion is now a big problem in the country’s major cities.urban 
congestion (=in towns) Better public transport would help to reduce urban 
congestion.VERBScause congestion also lead to congestion The growing number of 

cars on the roads is leading to serious congestion in towns.reduce 
congestion also ease/relieve congestion formal The government introduced new 

traffic laws to reduce congestion.avoid congestion Taking the train would allow me 
to avoid the congestion around London.congestion + NOUNSa congestion charge (=a 
charge for driving your car in a city) Congestion charges are designed to encourage 

people not to drive in the city. 

congratulations noun  used when you want to congratulate someone: “I’ve 

just passed my driving test!” “Congratulations!”PREPOSITIONScongratulations on 

sth Congratulations on a superb performance!VERBSgive sb my 
congratulations Give him my congratulations on winning the award. 

Congress /ˈkɒŋɡres $ ˈkɑːŋɡrəs, ˈkɑːŋɡrɪs/ noun  the group of people elected to 

make laws for the US, consisting of the Senate and the House of 
RepresentativesVERBSCongress votes Congress voted to go to war.Congress passes 
a bill/law/amendment Congress passed a law making this practice illegal.Congress 

approves/authorizes sth Last month Congress approved a $100 million aid 
package. | This action was not authorized by Congress.Congress considers 
sth Congress is considering new legislation.Congress rejects sth Congress 

rejected the bill.Congress convenes (=meets) The new Congress will convene in 
January.Congress adjourns (=takes a break) Congress adjourned in the fall.sb is 
elected to Congress He was first elected to Congress in 1994.a party controls 
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Congress/has control of Congress The Democrats still control 

Congress.PREPOSITIONSin Congress Democrats in Congress have proposed alternative 
plans.PHRASESa member of Congress They are trying to persuade members of 

Congress to vote ‘No’.both houses of Congress (=the Senate and the House of 
Representatives) The bill must be approved by two-thirds of both houses of Congress.a 
session of Congress He promised to change the law during the next session of 

Congress.an act of Congress The organization was created by an act of Congress in 
1991.a seat in Congress She won a seat in Congress in 2008. 

connection /kəˈnekʃən/ noun  a relationship between facts, ideas, events, or 

peopleADJECTIVESa direct connection Poverty has a direct connection with ill health.a 

close connection also an intimate connection formal She sees a close 
connection between maths and music.a clear/obvious connection There is an 
obvious connection between this painting and his earlier works.a strong connection I 

still feel a strong connection with the country where I was born.a causal 
connection formal (=in which one thing causes another) He denies any causal 
connection between pollution and global warming.a loose connection also a tenuous 

connection formal (=not strong, close, or obvious) There seemed to be only a loose 
connection between the questions and the answers.VERBShave a connection Police do 

not think the two murders have any connection.see a connection It’s easy to see a 
connection between stress and illness.make/form a connection (=see or show that 
there is one) In learning to read, children make a connection between a written sign 

and a sound or word.establish a connection (=show that there is one) Studies 
have established a connection between ill health and pollution.discover/find a 
connection Investigators found a connection between the two men: they worked for 

the same company.sth suggests a connection The two things happened on the same 
day, which suggests a connection.break a connection also sever a 
connection formal We must break the connection between money and 

politics.maintain a connection After retiring as a player, he maintained a 
close connection to the football club.PREPOSITIONSa connection between sth (and 
sth) The book suggests a close connection between war and oil.in connection with 

sth There have been no further reports in connection with the attack.a connection 
to/with sth He hasn’t lived in the town for years and he no longer feels 
any connection to it. 

conscience /ˈkɒnʃəns $ ˈkɑːn-/ noun  your feelings about whether your 

behaviour is morally right or wrongADJECTIVESa guilty/bad conscience (=the 
knowledge that you have done something wrong) His guilty conscience kept him awake 

at night.a clear/easy conscience (=the knowledge that you have done nothing 
wrong) I was able to answer his questions with a clear conscience.a moral 
conscience (=an idea of what is right and wrong) At what age do children develop 

a moral conscience?a social conscience (=a moral sense of what society should be 
like) The writer’s strong social conscience is obvious in all his novels.VERBS 

+ consciencehave a guilty/clear etc conscience He may have a 

guilty conscience about his role in the accident.wrestle/struggle with your 
conscience (=struggle to decide whether it is right or wrong to do 
something) She wrestled with her conscience for weeks before joining the 

protest.examine your conscience (=ask yourself whether something is right or 
wrong) After examining his conscience, he still felt he was right.prick sb’s 
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conscience (=make someone feel guilty) Some of the things he did in his youth 

still prick his conscience.ease sb’s conscience (=make you feel less guilty) Returning 
some of the money helped to ease her conscience.follow your conscience (=do what 

you think is morally right) A good leader will always follow his or 
her conscience.conscience + VERBSyour conscience tells you to do sth They offered 
me a lot of money, but my conscience told me to refuse.your conscience 

troubles/bothers you (=you feel that something is morally 
wrong) His conscience continued to bother him and he decided to tell her the 
truth.PHRASESbe a matter of conscience (=be something that you must make a 

moral judgment about) Whether you vote or not is a matter of conscience.a crisis of 
conscience (=a situation in which it is very difficult to decide what is right) The 
minister had a crisis of conscience about whether to give this information to 

journalists.the voice of conscience (=something in your mind that tells you what is 
right) If you listen to the voice of conscience, you will know what to do.an attack of 
conscience (=a sudden strong feeling that you should do what is right) He finally had 

an attack of conscience and decided to admit what he had done.a prisoner of 
conscience (=someone who is in prison because they have followed their beliefs about 
what is right) The men claim that they are prisoners of conscience. 

conscious /ˈkɒnʃəs $ ˈkɑːn-/ adjective  aware of something or concerned about 

somethingADVERBSacutely/deeply conscious of sth formal (=very conscious) She 
was acutely conscious of the dangers of working with wild animals.fully conscious of 

sth He did not seem to be fully conscious of the consequences of his decision.painfully 
conscious of sth (=very conscious of something unpleasant) I was painfully conscious 
of the fact that I had failed.barely/hardly conscious of sth She felt so ill that she 

was barely conscious of where she was.socially/politically/environmentally etc 
conscious (=conscious of social, political, environmental etc issues) Environmentally 
conscious companies are reducing the amount of energy they use.NOUNS 

+ conscioushealth conscious People who are health conscious are careful about what 
they eat.fashion conscious Like many young girls, she is very fashion 
conscious.security/safety conscious After the attacks, most airports became 

extremely security conscious. | You have to be safety conscious when you’re working 
with large machines.class conscious (=concerned about what class of society people 
come from) In the past, people were much more class conscious.cost conscious The 

company will have to be cost conscious if it wants to make more money. 

consciousness /ˈkɒnʃəsnəs, ˈkɒnʃəsnɪs $ ˈkɑːn-/ noun  the normal condition of 

being awake and aware of things that are happeningVERBSlose consciousness (=stop 

being awake and aware) She hit her head and lost consciousness for several 
minutes.regain/recover consciousness (=start to be awake and aware again) I 
wanted to stay by his bedside until he regained consciousness.bring sb back to 

consciousness The doctors have been unable to bring her back to 
consciousness.PHRASESdrift in and out of consciousness (=change between being 
and not being awake and aware) He had a high temperature and was drifting in and out 

of consciousness.a state of consciousness The drug produces a strange state of 
consciousness. 

consensus AC /kənˈsensəs/ noun  an opinion that everyone in a group agrees 

with or acceptsADJECTIVESgeneral/broad consensus There was a general 

consensus that he should be replaced.clear consensus (=that everyone agrees 
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on) There was no clear consensus about the future direction of the 

company.growing/emerging consensus (=that more people are agreeing 
on) The growing consensus is that the UK economy is getting stronger.strong 

consensus There is a strong consensus that the party needs a new 
leader.political/scientific etc consensus The scientific consensus is that global 
warming is already occurring.national/international consensus There was 

no international consensus on how to deal with the situation.cross-party 
consensus (=agreement between different political parties) We are pleased that there 
is cross-party consensus on a number of issues.VERBS + consensusthere is a 

consensus There is a consensus among scientists that something needs to be 
done.reach/achieve a consensus also arrive at a consensus The committee found 
that it was unable to reach a consensus.build/forge/develop a 

consensus (=gradually achieve one) Leaders are trying to build a consensus among 
governments in the region.consensus + VERBSa consensus exists A clear consensus 
exists that women should have equal opportunities at work.a consensus emerges (=it 

is reached after people talk about something) No consensus emerged from these 
discussions.a consensus breaks down (=people stop agreeing) One angry comment 
could cause the consensus to break down.PREPOSITIONSconsensus on/about 

sth There is little consensus on the best method of teaching languages.consensus 
among/between people There is general consensus among drivers that petrol is too 
expensive.PHRASESa consensus of opinion After days of talks, no consensus of 

opinion has been reached.a lack of consensus Nothing was decided because of a lack 
of consensus among scientists.a degree of consensus (=some consensus) There is 
now a degree of consensus about this issue. 

consent AC /kənˈsent/ noun  permission to do somethingVERBSgive your 

consent The child’s parents have to give their consent for the operation.have sb’s 
consent You need to have the consent of the car’s owner before you carry out the 

repair.get/obtain sb’s consent Police officers got her consent to search her 
house.sth requires sb’s consent The lawyer requires your consent to make any 
changes to your will.grant consent formal (=give it formally) The local council 

has granted consent to the project.refuse (your) consent also withhold (your) 
consent formal A patient can refuse consent for treatment if they don’t want 
it.ADJECTIVESwritten consent If you are under 18, you need your parents’ written 

consent to get married.verbal consent (=spoken consent) He gave his verbal 
consent to have the interview taped.sb’s prior consent (=consent before you do 
something) Do not photograph people without their prior consent.parental 

consent (=from someone’s parents) Students may not be absent from school 
without parental consent.informed consent (=based on full information about what 
will happen) We took part in this study after giving our informed consent.express 

consent (=consent that makes your wishes clear) Your medical records can only be 
shown to other people with your express consent.tacit consent (=not given clearly but 
suggested) By living in a country, you give your tacit consent to obey its laws.planning 

consent BrE (=permission to build something) We’re still waiting for planning 
consent to build a garage.PREPOSITIONSconsent to/for sth I did not give my consent 
for the work to be done.consent to sb The patient gave his consent to the doctors for 

the operation to be carried out.PHRASESby mutual consent (=because both people 
agree) He and his wife have separated by mutual consent.by common/general 
consent (=because everyone agrees) By common consent, the committee decided to 
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meet only once a month.the age of consent (=the age at which someone can legally 

marry or have sex) She was under the age of consent when she became pregnant. 

consequence AC /ˈkɒnsəkwəns, ˈkɒnsɪkwəns $ ˈkɑːnsə-kwens, ˈkɑːnsɪ-

kwens/ noun  something that happens as a result of something 

else GrammarUsually plural ADJECTIVESserious consequences A nuclear accident 

would have serious consequences for the environment.important/major 

consequences Their decision had some important consequences.disastrous/dire 
consequences Rising temperatures could have disastrous consequences for 
agriculture.a negative/adverse consequence formal (=a bad effect on 

something) Heavy drinking has negative consequences for people’s health.unintended 
consequences Changing the voting system has had unintended consequences.the 
possible/likely consequences We need to think about the possible consequences of 

such an approach.an inevitable consequence (=that you cannot avoid) Ill health is 
not an inevitable consequence of old age.a direct consequence of sth The accident 
was a direct consequence of his actions.long-term consequences (=that last a long 

time, or appear after a long time) If you smoke, it may have long-term 
consequences for your health.far-reaching consequences (=important and affecting 
many things) New laws on tax will have far-reaching 

consequences.social/political/economic consequences A rise in food prices 
has political consequences.a natural/logical consequence Disappointment is a 
natural consequence of defeat.tragic consequences (=very sad, usually involving 

death) Someone dropped a burning cigarette, with tragic consequences.VERBShave 
consequences (=cause problems) Taking financial risks 
can have serious consequences.face/suffer the consequences (=experience 

something bad as a result of what you have done) If you break the law, you have 
to face the consequences.accept/take the consequences I’m prepared to accept the 
consequences of my decision.think about/consider the consequences She jumped 

into the river without considering the consequences.escape the 
consequences (=avoid them) I knew I’d made a mistake and that I couldn’t escape 
the consequences.consequences follow/arise (=happen as a result of something) If 

we fail to tackle the problem, serious consequences will arise.PREPOSITIONSa 
consequence of sth You need to think about the consequences of your actions.a 
consequence for sth There could be serious consequences for his future 

career.PHRASESas a consequence (=used for saying what happens as a result of 
something) He ate nothing on the journey and, as a consequence, was starving when 
he arrived. 

conservation /ˌkɒnsəˈveɪʃən $ ˌkɑːnsər-/ noun  the protection of countryside, 

wild animals, and other natural thingsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + conservationnature 
conservation She is a government adviser on nature conservation.wildlife 

conservation Woodland is important for wildlife conservation.environmental 
conservation Schools are educating children in environmental conservation and 
awareness.marine conservation (=relating to the sea and to plants and animals in 

it) She works as a diver in the area of marine conservation.conservation + NOUNSa 
conservation area (=an area where animals and plants are protected) The mountains 
are a wildlife conservation area.conservation measures/policies/efforts/work We 

welcome the government’s new conservation policies.a conservation 
programme/project Our conservation programme has already protected dozens of 
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beaches.a conservation group (=a group of people who support or work for 

conservation) Volunteers from a local conservation group planted hundreds of 
trees.conservation issues We want to make all our children aware of 

important conservation issues.PREPOSITIONSthe conservation of sth The 
conservation of these wetland areas is our main aim. 

consider /kənˈsɪdə $ -ər/ verb  to think about something carefully, especially 

before making a choice or decisionADVERBSconsider sth carefully You should 

carefully consider the impact on your family before taking the job.consider sth 
fully/in detail After fully considering all the options, we have reached a 
decision.consider sth separately/individually The results should be considered 

separately because they are based on different types of data.seriously consider 
doing sth (=think about it as a very strong possibility) At one point, she seriously 
considered emigrating to Australia.briefly consider doing sth (=think about doing it 

for a short time, then decide not to) I briefly considered phoning Matty, but it was very 
late.PREPOSITIONSconsider sb for a job You need to be fluent in Spanish to be 
considered for the job.PHRASESbe worth considering (=used to say that something 

might be the right choice or decision) If your children have left home, renting out one 
of your rooms is worth considering. 

considerable /kənˈsɪdərəbəl/ adjective  THESAURUS > big (3) 

considerate adjective  THESAURUS > kind2 

consideration /kənˌsɪdəˈreɪʃən/ noun  careful thought before making a 

decisionADJECTIVEScareful consideration After careful consideration, I have decided 
to leave the company.serious consideration His idea seemed silly and I didn’t give 
it serious consideration.detailed/full consideration Members’ views will be given full 

consideration.further consideration We’ve decided to postpone the meeting to allow 
time for further consideration.special consideration The president’s poor health 
required special consideration.due/proper consideration formal (=the serious 

consideration that is necessary) The road was built without due consideration for the 
environmental effects.urgent consideration formal (=considering something 
immediately) I would be grateful if you would give this matter urgent 

consideration.VERBSgive sth consideration also take sth into 
consideration I’ll give your idea some consideration.deserve/merit 
consideration also be worthy of consideration formal He made a number of 

suggestions that deserve consideration.need/require consideration Money is usually 
the first issue that needs consideration.receive consideration All applications for a 
university place receive careful consideration.PREPOSITIONSconsideration of 

sth After consideration of all the issues, we have made our decision.under 
consideration (=being considered) Several proposals are still under consideration.on 
consideration formal (=after considering something) You may feel, on consideration, 

that you want to change your mind.for sb’s consideration formal (=so that someone 
can read it, look at it etc) I have enclosed a copy of the letter for your consideration. 

consist of AC /kənˈsɪst/ verbif something consists of people or things, it has them in 

itADVERBSconsist mainly/mostly of sb/sth Their diet consists mainly of fish.consist 
largely/predominantly/chiefly/principally/primarily of sb/sth (=mainly – more 
formal) The audience consisted largely of women.consist entirely/wholly of 

sb/sth These organizations usually consist entirely of older people.consist 
only/solely/exclusively of sb/sth Your password should not consist solely 
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of letters. | Fats consist exclusively of carbon, hydrogen, and 

oxygen.usually/typically consist of sb/sth A brigade typically consists of 3,000 to 

5,000 soldiers.THESAURUS: consist ofbe made up ofto consist of a group of  

people or parts:Juries are made up of ordinary citizens. | The pattern is made up of  

squares and triangles. | The body is made up of millions of cells.be composed 

of formalto consist of something – used especially when saying which natural  

substances something contains, or what kind of people are in a group:Venus’  

atmosphere is mainly composed of carbon dioxide. | The team was composed of  

leading scientists from around the world. | Every chemical element is composed of  

atoms.  

conspicuous /kənˈspɪkjuəs/ adjective  very easy to noticeADVERBSvery/highly 

conspicuous The bird’s brightly coloured feathers are highly conspicuous.VERBSfeel 

conspicuous He felt conspicuous in his new suit.make sb/sth conspicuous She 
dressed like the local people, in order to make herself less conspicuous.look 
conspicuous The thief was careful not to look too conspicuous.NOUNSconspicuous 

markings This bird is easily recognized by its conspicuous markings.a conspicuous 
mark/patch Our cat has a conspicuous white patch on his face.a conspicuous 
place/position I’ll leave the instructions in a conspicuous place, so that you can find 

them.a conspicuous feature The most conspicuous feature of the garden is a large 
cherry tree.the conspicuous absence/lack of sth/sb I was surprised by 
the conspicuous absence of women.a conspicuous example The increase in recycling 

is a conspicuous example of how attitudes to the environment have changed.one 
conspicuous exception Everyone was at the meeting, with one conspicuous 
exception. 

conspiracy /kənˈspɪrəsi/ noun (plural conspiracies)  a secret plan made with 

other people to do something harmful or illegalADJECTIVESa political conspiracy Were 
the killings part of a political conspiracy?a criminal conspiracy There was no evidence 

of a criminal conspiracy between them.an international/worldwide/global 
conspiracy Some people believe there is a worldwide conspiracy to keep fuel prices 
high.an alleged conspiracy (=that people say exists but has not been proved) The 

police want to speak to him about an alleged conspiracy to commit fraud.a 
grand/great conspiracy (=involving many people) He claims there was a grand 
conspiracy to kill the president.VERBSbe part of a conspiracy also be involved in a 

conspiracy The minister was part of a conspiracy to cover up the truth.be charged 
with conspiracy (=be formally accused of it) The women were charged with 
conspiracy to supply drugs.be convicted of conspiracy (=be found guilty of it in a 

court) He was convicted of conspiracy to carry out terrorist 
attacks.uncover/discover/expose a conspiracy (=find out about it) Journalists 
realized that they had uncovered a conspiracy and published their story.hatch a 

conspiracy (=develop one) They hatched a conspiracy to cheat the public.conspiracy + 

NOUNSa conspiracy charge also a charge of conspiracy Three men have been 
convicted on fraud and conspiracy charges.a conspiracy theory (=a belief by a 

number of people that something is the result of a conspiracy) President Kennedy’s 
assassination inspired a lot of conspiracy theories.a conspiracy theorist (=someone 

who believes in a particular conspiracy) Conspiracy theorists believe that the princess’s 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [444] 

death was not an accident.PREPOSITIONSa conspiracy against sb He believed his 

opponents were involved in a conspiracy against him.a conspiracy between 
people/groups She alleged that there was a conspiracy between the police and the 

politicians.PHRASESa conspiracy of silence (=a refusal to give information about 
something bad that has been done) The press knows nothing because there is 
a conspiracy of silence within government. 

constant /ˈkɒnstənt $ ˈkɑːn-/ adjective  THESAURUS > continuous 

constitution AC /ˌkɒnstəˈtjuːʃən, ˌkɒnstɪˈtjuːʃən $ ˌkɑːnstəˈtuː-, ˌkɑːnstɪˈtuː-

/ noun  a set of laws and principles governing a country or organizationVERBS 

+ constitutiondraw up/draft a constitution (=write one) The American constitution 

was drafted in 1787.amend/change the constitution Congress amended the 
constitution more than 300 times during 1992.adopt/approve a 
constitution also ratify a constitution formal (=agree one and start to use it) In 

1994, the South African government adopted a new constitution.violate the 
constitution formal (=do something that is against it) Such unfair treatment of 
workers violates the constitution.suspend the constitution (=stop using it, usually for 

a short time) The army suspended the constitution and formed a military 
government.be enshrined in a constitution formal (=used about rights and principles 
protected by a constitution) The right to practise your religion is enshrined in 

the country’s constitution.constitution + VERBSa constitution says/states 
sth Peru’s constitution says that only a Peruvian can hold the highest elected office.a 
constitution guarantees sth (=says that it must happen or exist) The 

country’s constitution guarantees freedom of speech.a constitution requires sth The 
US Constitution requires that Church and State be kept separate.a constitution 
allows sth The constitution allows police to seize property used in a crime.a 

constitution forbids/prohibits sth Their constitution forbids sending troops 
abroad.ADJECTIVESthe US/Russian etc constitution The US constitution states that 
all men are created equal.a written constitution The UK has no written constitution.a 

democratic constitution After the king died, the people voted for a new democratic 
constitution.a draft constitution (=not yet in its final form) The new committee has 
produced a draft constitution to be considered by members.a federal 

constitution (=relating to a central government, not a state) The federal 
constitution allows all Americans to own a gun.a state constitution (=of one of the 

states that form a country) We’re voting on an amendment to Arizona’s state 
constitution.a proposed constitution (=which people want to 
introduce) The proposed constitution will require all citizens to 

vote.PREPOSITIONSunder/according to the constitution Under our constitution, the 
president has the power to get rid of any officer.PHRASESan amendment to the 
constitution (=a change) Any amendment to the constitution must be agreed by at 

least 70% of the members.a clause in the constitution (=a rule or section in 
it) There was a clause in the constitution that prevented women from joining the armed 
forces. 

 

constraint AC /kənˈstreɪnt/ noun  something that limits what you are able to 

do GrammarUsually plural. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + constrainta major/important 

constraint Shortage of water is a major constraint on farming here.a serious/severe 
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constraint Lack of land puts a serious constraint on development.tight 

constraints There are tight financial constraints on what we are able to 
do.financial/economic constraints Financial constraints prevented us from carrying 

out some of our plans.political constraints The government faces certain political 
constraints when making decisions.legal constraints There are many legal 
constraints on trade union activities.time constraints Exams are always done 

under time constraints.VERBSimpose/place/put constraints on sb/sth Lack of 
funding is putting severe constraints on research.free sb/sth from constraints The 
summer holidays free children from the constraints of the school timetable.overcome 

constraints (=achieve something in spite of 
constraints) We overcame many constraints to complete the work on 
time.relax/remove constraints (=get rid of them) The government is relaxing 

constraints on international trade.PREPOSITIONSconstraints on sth/sb He is very 
busy and there are severe constraints on the amount of time he has available.within 
constraints Alcohol advertising operates within tight legal constraints.PHRASESbe 

subject to constraints (=be limited by them) Teachers are subject 
to the constraints of the examination system.be free from constraints No 
government is free from the constraints of its budget.given the constraints on 

sth (=because there are particular constraints on something) Given the constraints 
on space in the city, most people live in tiny apartments. 

construct /kənˈstrʌkt/ verb  THESAURUS > build1 

construction AC /kənˈstrʌkʃən/ noun  the process of building things such as 

houses and roadsVERBSbegin/start construction They will soon begin 
construction on a major new housing development.finish/complete construction We 
expect to complete construction of the shopping mall in May.construction + NOUNSthe 

construction industry/sector The construction industry always suffers during difficult 
economic times.a construction project/programme The new hotel is one of the 
biggest construction projects in the city.a construction company/firm He runs a 

large construction company in Mexico.a construction worker Thousands 
of construction workers are out of work.construction work Construction work on the 
new road is expected to take two years.a construction site (=an area where 

something is being built) Safety is very important on construction sites.construction 
materials Steel and concrete are expensive construction materials.construction 

costs Construction costs are higher in Berlin than in any other European 
city.PREPOSITIONSthe construction of sth The government is funding the 
construction of a new national sports stadium.sth is under construction (=it is being 

built) A new road is currently under construction. 

consult AC /kənˈsʌlt/ verb  to ask for information or advice from someone 

because it is their job to know somethingNOUNSconsult a doctor If symptoms 
persist, consult a doctor without delay.consult a lawyer/solicitor I need to consult 

my lawyer.consult an expert I think it's time we consulted the 

experts.THESAURUS: consultseeto go to someone and ask them for their advice,  

especially a professional person such as a lawyer or doctor. See is the usual word to  

use in everyday English:I think he needs to see a doctor. | Why don’t you go and see a  

financial adviser?ask sb’s adviceto ask someone to tell you what they think you 

should do in a particular situation:I asked my teacher’s advice when it was time to  
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apply for colleges.check with sbto ask someone whether something is correct or a  

good idea:Check with your doctor before starting on a new exercise program.turn to 

sbto go to someone to ask for help, advice, or sympathy:Many people who were 

struggling to repay mortgages turned to the Citizens’ Advice Bureau for help.pick sb’s  

brains informalto ask someone who knows a lot about something for their ideas about  

it:The conference was a great place to meet other managers and pick their brains  

about issues I was also facing.  

consultant AC /kənˈsʌltənt/ noun  someone whose job is to give 

adviceADJECTIVES/NOUNS + consultanta business consultant She’s worked for 
several top London companies as a business consultant.a management 

consultant (=advising a company on its management) A team of management 
consultants advised the company to restructure.a political/financial/legal etc 
consultant He is a leading speech writer and political consultant.a marketing 

consultant The new advertising campaign was designed by a team of marketing 
consultants.a media consultant (=giving advice on how to deal with journalists) Every 
detail of the interview was discussed with the star’s media consultant.a recruitment 

consultant (=helping companies to find staff) Recruitment consultants say that 
employers are reducing the number of new staff.an outside/independent 

consultant (=one who does not belong to your organization) The school brings 
in outside consultants from time to time.a public relations consultant also a PR 
consultant The company needs a good PR consultant to repair its damaged public 

image.an image consultant (=giving people advice on their style or appearance) The 
new prime minister was advised to see an image consultant.a fashion 
consultant (=giving people advice on what to wear) She would love to have her 

own fashion consultant.VERBSact/work as a consultant He acted as a 
historical consultant on the film.hire/employ a consultant also bring in a 
consultant The company hired an outside consultant to help improve 

efficiency.PREPOSITIONSa consultant to sb She’s a marketing consultant to several 
major supermarket chains.a consultant on sth He was employed by the government 
as a consultant on cultural issues. 

consultation AC /ˌkɒnsəlˈteɪʃən $ ˌkɑːn-/ noun  a discussion in which people can 

give their opinionsADJECTIVESpublic consultation (=asking for ordinary people’s 
views) There should be formal public consultations before the new road is 

built.full/proper consultation (=including as many people and questions as 
necessary) No decision will be made until there has been full consultation with 
farmers. | Has there been proper consultation with the local community?close 

consultation (=in which people or groups discuss something carefully together) The 
changes followed close consultation with parents and teachers.prior 
consultation (=happening before something is done) We will not make any changes to 

your job description without prior consultation.further consultation The committee 
recommends that further consultation should take place between both 
groups.widespread/extensive consultation (=involving a lot of people or 

groups) After widespread consultation, important changes were made to the design of 
the park.joint consultation (=involving two groups) Committees can be used for joint 
consultation between employers and employees.formal consultation The meetings 

are part of a formal consultation.VERBShold/carry out a consultation The police 
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are holding further consultations with local residents.begin consultations also launch 

a consultation formal Officials from the US began consultations with the European 
nations.require consultation formal (=need consultation) Any decision on military 

action would require consultation.consultation + NOUNSa consultation 
paper/document (=a formal report on a subject that needs to be 
discussed) Researchers produced a consultation document on public transport in the 

city.the consultation process/period This meeting is the start of an eight-
week consultation process.a consultation exercise (=meetings designed to get 
people’s opinions on something) Unless there’s a proper consultation exercise, there 

will be no public support for the new factory.PREPOSITIONSconsultation on/about 
sth Will there be public consultation on the design of the building?consultation with 
sb There was no time for consultation with the public.consultations between 

people There were several months of consultations between community groups in the 
area.in consultation with sb (=involving someone in deciding or planning 
something) The decision was taken in consultation with members of the club. 

consumer AC /kənˈsjuːmə $ -ˈsuːmər/ noun  someone who buys and uses 

products and servicesconsumer + NOUNSconsumer goods/products In richer 
countries, there is greater demand for consumer goods.consumer demand Consumer 

demand decreases as unemployment rises.consumer spending also consumer 
expenditure formal Higher taxes will reduce consumer spending.consumer 
choice Competition between businesses leads to more consumer choice.the consumer 

market (=the people who buy consumer goods) Computer games manufacturers know 
that teenagers are their main consumer market.consumer prices Consumer 
prices rose by over 3% in December.a consumer society (=a society of people who 

want to buy a lot of things) In the West, we live in a consumer society and we have lost 
our spiritual values.consumer durables BrE (=goods that last a long time, such as 
cars, televisions, and furniture) We measure how rich we are by our ownership 

of consumer durables.a consumer boom (=when people in a country spend a lot of 
money on buying things) In the 1980s, Britain experienced a consumer 
boom.consumer confidence The economy was growing and consumer 

confidence returned.consumer debt (=money that people owe because they buy too 
much) The government is worried about high levels of consumer debt.consumer 
credit (=money that people can borrow from banks for buying new 

things) Is consumer credit still available at the same level as last year?a consumer 
group (=an organization that protects consumers’ rights) There have been complaints 
from consumer groups about high fuel prices.ADJECTIVESthe biggest/largest 

consumer of sth The US is the world’s biggest consumer of oil.the average 
consumer The average consumer cares a lot about the price of goods.a 
sophisticated/discerning/informed consumer formal (=one who knows a lot about 

which products are best) Their products are aimed at the discerning consumer. | Prices 
come down as informed consumers consider their options carefully.VERBSwarn 
consumers Experts are warning consumers to cook meat thoroughly.reassure 

consumers (=make them less worried) The government has tried to reassure 
consumers that the products are safe.confuse consumers Food labels 
sometimes confuse consumers and make them think that foods are healthy because 

they contain less fat.mislead consumers The advertisement was deliberately intended 
to mislead consumers.target consumers (=try to sell things to a particular type of 
person) The company is targeting consumers in the 18-30 age group. 
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consumption AC /kənˈsʌmpʃən/ noun  the amount of something that is used or 

the act of using or buying somethingNOUNS 

+ consumptionenergy/electricity/fuel/water etc consumption There are many 
ways to reduce your energy consumption.tobacco/cigarette/alcohol 

consumption The doctor says you need to cut your alcohol consumption. | 100,000 
deaths a year are the result of tobacco consumption.ADJECTIVEShigh/low 
consumption (=using a lot or very little of something, especially petrol) He drives a 

big car with a high petrol consumption.excessive/excess consumption (=too 
much) Excessive consumption of alcohol is harmful to your health.moderate 
consumption (=some, but not too much) Moderate consumption of coffee during 

pregnancy is fine.total/overall consumption Our total consumption of electricity has 
risen by 20%.domestic consumption (=in the country where something is 
produced) Most of the crop is grown for domestic consumption.current/future/past 

consumption Supplies will last for another 10 years at current consumption rates.per 
capita consumption (=per person) Turkey has the highest per capita consumption of 
tea in the world.conspicuous consumption (=buying expensive products to show 

other people that you are rich) His luxurious home is a fine example of conspicuous 
consumption.VERBSreduce/lower/cut consumption We want 

to reduce electricity consumption by up to 30%. | The government is urging people 
to cut their water consumption.increase consumption The ‘Five-a-Day’ promotion is 
meant to increase the consumption of fruit and vegetables.stimulate/encourage 

consumption (=make it increase) Government spending encourages consumption and 
hence economic growth.consumption rises/increases/goes up Consumption of 
unleaded fuel rose by 17%.consumption falls/decreases/goes down His 

cigarette consumption has fallen dramatically.PHRASESfit/unfit for human 
consumption (=suitable/not suitable to be eaten by people) The meat is not fit for 
human consumption.for personal/private consumption also for your own 

consumption (=for yourself to use, not to give or sell to others) You can bring alcohol 
into the country for your personal consumption. | They grow crops for their 
own consumption.for public/general consumption (=for anyone to use or know 

about) The information was not intended to be for public consumption.an 
increase/rise in consumption There has been a small increase in consumption of 
brown bread.a fall/decrease in consumption The smoking ban led to a fall in 

consumption of cigarettes.the level of consumption The current level of 
consumption is very high. 

contact1 AC /ˈkɒntækt $ ˈkɑːn-/ verb  to telephone, email, or write to someone, 

so that they speak to you or read your messageADVERBScontact sb directly It was 
the first time that Helen had contacted him directly since they had 
separated.PREPOSITIONScontact sb by phone/email/letter He contacted the other 

members of the club by email. | Derek made several further attempts 
to contact Charlotte by phone. | I was unable to contact the company by letter because 
I did not have its address.contact sb at an address/at home etc You 

can contact him at the usual address.PHRASESdo not hesitate to contact sb/feel 
free to contact sb Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any queries. | Feel 

free to contact us if you need any additional assistance.THESAURUS: contactget 

in touch withto contact someone. Get in touch with is less formal than contact:Do 

you know how I can get in touch with him?make contact withto succeed in  
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contacting someone, especially when this is difficult to do:After months of searching,  

they finally made contact with their son. | Do you think we will ever make contact with  

aliens?reach/get hold ofto succeed in speaking to someone by telephone:You 

can reach me on extension 2457. | I’ve been trying to get hold of him, but his phone’s  

switched off.approachto contact someone in order to ask them to do something:We 

have been approached by a company who are interested in working with us. | People  

have approached me about coaching but at the moment I just want to play  

football. | I approached several people for money to back the project.  

contact2 AC /ˈkɒntækt $ ˈkɑːn-/ noun  1. communication with a person, 

organization, country etcPHRASESbe in contact (with sb) (=have regular 

communication) He’s been in contact with his lawyer about the situation.get in contact 
(with sb) (=manage to communicate) Where can I get in contact with you while you 
are away?a point of contact (=a person or place you go to when you want to use a 

service) Your family doctor is the first point of contact for most medical 
services.VERBSmake contact also establish contact formal (=communicate with 
someone for the first time) We’d like to make contact with other schools in the 

area. | The police are trying to establish contact with the kidnappers.have contact 
with sb I haven’t had any contact with her for over a year.stay/keep in 

contact also maintain contact formal We’ve stayed in contact since we met on 
holiday.lose contact (=no longer see someone or hear from them) She went to live in 
Australia and he lost contact with her.put sb in contact with sb (=give someone the 

name, telephone number etc of another person) I can put you in contact with a friend 
of mine in Paris.come into contact with sb (=meet or spend time with someone) It’s 
good to come into contact with people from different cultures.bring sb into contact 

with sb The job brought me into contact with a lot of interesting people.break 
off/sever contact with sb (=refuse to have any contact with someone) After the 
divorce, she severed all contact with her husband.avoid contact with sb She doesn’t 

give interviews and avoids contact with the media.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + contactdirect 
contact (=spending time with someone) Our volunteers work in direct contact with 
people who need help.close contact (=communicating with someone often) I like to 

stay in close contact with my parents.personal contact (=seeing and speaking to 
someone yourself) She never comes into personal contact with senior 
managers.social/human contact (=spending time with other people) He lived alone 

and had little human contact.regular/frequent contact All students have regular 
contact with their tutor.constant contact Police negotiators were in constant 
contact with the gunman.radio/telephone/email contact (=using a particular 

method) Air traffic control had lost radio contact with the pilot. | Our business depends 
on telephone contact.face-to-face contact (=talking to someone who is with 
you) Certain types of jobs do not need face-to-face contact.one-to-one 

contact (=being with only one other person) Children with learning difficulties may 
need one-to-one contact.day-to-day/daily contact I like my job because it 
involves day-to-day contact with clients.contact + NOUNSsb’s contact details (=an 

address, telephone number etc on which someone can contact you) Please leave 
your contact details and we will write to you.a contact address (=an address at which 
someone can contact you) Do you have a contact address for when you’re in 

Germany?a contact name (=the name of someone that you can contact) We were 
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given a contact name and a phone number.PREPOSITIONScontact between sb and 

sb There is very little contact between the two tribes.contact with sb Many of us have 
no direct contact with elderly people.in contact (with sb) We stay in contact by 

email.2. the fact that people or things touch one otherPHRASESbe in contact (with 
sth) (=be touching) For a second, our hands were in contact with each 
other.VERBSmake contact (=touch something at a particular moment) He reached out 

and his fingers made contact with a wall.come into contact (=touch, especially when 
this produces a particular result) When water comes into contact with air, carbon 
dioxide is released.keep contact also maintain contact formal Make sure 

you keep eye contact all the time.avoid contact It is sensible to avoid contact with 
other people’s blood.prevent contact How can we prevent contact with harmful 
germs?ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + contactdirect contact Some skin diseases are spread 

by direct contact.prolonged contact (=for a long time) Prolonged contact with a wet 
nappy makes a baby’s bottom sore.eye contact (=looking directly at someone who is 
looking at you) He was shy and always avoided eye contact with people.physical 

contact Children need physical contact with a caring adult.intimate contact (=with 
another person’s body, especially sexual) She always avoided intimate contact with her 
boyfriend.sexual contact The disease spreads by sexual contact between infected 

people.contact + NOUNScontact sports (=sports in which players have physical 
contact) Rugby and American football are contact sports.PREPOSITIONScontact with 
sth You can catch the disease through contact with contaminated material.on 

contact (=when something touches something) The chemical explodes on contact with 
water.contact between sth and sth There must be no contact between the two 
surfaces. 

contact lenses /ˈkɒntæk ˌlenzɪz/ nounsmall round pieces of plastic that you put on 

your eyes to help you see clearlyVERBSwear contact lenses I used to wear glasses, 
but now I wear contact lenses.put your contact lenses in I couldn’t see because I’d 

forgotten to put my contact lenses in.take your contact lenses out also remove 
your contact lenses formal She took out her contact lenses and got 
undressed.ADJECTIVESdisposable contact lenses (=which you wear for a day and 

throw away) Disposable contact lenses are very cheap.hard/soft contact lenses I 
prefer to wear soft contact lenses.coloured/tinted contact lenses She had turned 

her brown eyes blue with coloured contact lenses. People sometimes just  

say lenses instead of contact lenses.  

container /kənˈteɪnə $ -ər/ noun  something such as a box or bowl that you use 

to keep things inADJECTIVESa plastic/glass/metal etc container A lot of food is sold 
in plastic containers.a large/small container He brought out a large container of ice.a 
shallow container (=not deep) Fill a shallow container with soil.an open 

container (=that has been opened or that does not have a lid) Don’t store food 
in open containers in the fridge.an empty/full container I need an empty 
container to put blackberries in.an airtight/watertight/sealed container (=not 

allowing air or water in) Seeds are best stored in airtight containers.a childproof 
container (=that children cannot open) Always store medicines in a childproof 
container.a recyclable container (=that can be put through a special process and 

used again) Try to buy food that is packed in recyclable containers.a reusable 
container (=that can be used again) Fizzy drinks are sold in reusable containers.a 
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disposable container (=that can be thrown away) The 

plastic container is disposable.VERBSkeep/store sth in a container Carrots from the 
garden were stored in containers of sand.put sth in a container The food is then put 

in special containers.fill a container First, fill a container with water.open/close a 
container One of the drinks containers had already been opened.seal a 
container (=close it so that no air or water can get in) Seal the container by closing 

the lid firmly.a container holds/contains sth How much liquid will this container 
hold? | Each container contains 100 ml of paint.NOUNS + containera water/food/milk 
etc container There were empty food containers all over the grass.a storage 

container (=for storing things in) There are a lot of old toys in storage containers in 
the attic.a cargo/freight container (=a very large steel box used for transporting 
goods) They hid in a freight container at the docks.a shipping container (=a cargo 

container, especially one used on ships) A huge crane lifted the shipping 
containers onto the boat.container + NOUNSa container ship (=a ship that transports 
cargo containers) The harbour was full of huge container ships.a container 

lorry BrE (=a lorry that transports a cargo container) Container lorries use large 
amounts of fuel.a container port (=a port where cargo containers are loaded onto 
ships) Rotterdam is one of the biggest container ports in the world.PREPOSITIONSin a 

container I keep my keys in a container on the top shelf.a container of sth She 
opened a container of juice.a container for sth You need some kind of container 
for your toys. 

contaminated /kənˈtæmɪneɪtɪd/ adjective  THESAURUS > dirty 

contemporary AC /kənˈtempərəri, -pəri $ -pəreri/ adjective  belonging to the 

present timecontemporary + NOUNScontemporary society What is the role of religion 
in contemporary society?contemporary life/culture Technology is a vital part 

of contemporary culture. | The media is very much a feature of contemporary life.the 
contemporary world The environment is a major issue in the contemporary 
world.contemporary Britain/America etc The book moves from the late 19th 

century to contemporary America.contemporary issues (=subjects or problems that a 
lot of people are talking about) Some film-makers tackle contemporary issues such as 
terrorism and climate change.contemporary debate (=discussion about things people 

are interested in now) The electoral system is a subject of contemporary 
debate.contemporary art He collects contemporary art.contemporary 

writing/literature/poetry Students study contemporary writing as well as pre-20th-
century literature.contemporary music/dance There is a contemporary music festival 
in town every spring.a contemporary artist/writer/composer Paintings 

by contemporary artists covered the walls.THESAURUS: 

contemporary→ modern (1)  

contempt /kənˈtempt/ noun  a feeling that someone or something is not 

important and deserves no respectADJECTIVESutter/total/complete contempt Sally 
looked at him with utter contempt.great/deep contempt also profound 

contempt formal He seemed to have a deep contempt for women. | It was a gesture 
of profound contempt.the utmost contempt (=great contempt) Many people regarded 
the government with the utmost contempt.open/undisguised contempt (=that you 

do not try to hide) Her expression was one of open contempt.barely/thinly disguised 
contempt (=obvious because someone is not hiding it very well) He corrected my 
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mistake with barely disguised contempt.cold/icy contempt (=that shows in a very 

unfriendly way) I noticed the icy contempt in his voice.withering contempt (=that 
makes someone feel very unimportant) She treated some of her staff with withering 

contempt.VERBStreat sth with contempt The opinions of the public should not be 
ignored or treated with contempt.have/feel contempt for sth He had a 
deep contempt for authority. | The contempt he felt for his fellow students was 

obvious.view/regard sb with contempt (=feel contempt for them) Anyone who did 
not have a job was regarded with contempt.hold sb in contempt (=feel contempt for 
them) He holds us in contempt because we do not agree with him.show contempt for 

sb Throwing litter on the floor shows total contempt for other people.express 
contempt for sth In public he expressed great contempt for the government.hide 
your contempt for sth also conceal your contempt for sth formal He tried hard 

to hide his contempt for their idiotic questions.PREPOSITIONScontempt for sb/sth He 
could not hide his contempt for his boss.with contempt She looked at me with 
contempt.beneath contempt (=very bad and not deserving any respect at all) That 

sort of behaviour is simply beneath contempt.PHRASESa look of contempt He gave 
her a look of contempt.have/feel nothing but contempt for sb I have nothing but 
contempt for people who treat animals badly.treat sth with the contempt it 

deserves She treated these accusations with the contempt they deserved.familiarity 
breeds contempt (=if you know someone very well, you may respect them 

less) Contempt (of court)This phrase is used about the crime of not doing what a  

court of law has ordered you to do: He was fined for contempt of court, after he failed  

to attend the trial.  

content /ˈkɒntent $ ˈkɑːn-/ noun  the things that something containsPHRASESthe 

contents of a bag/suitcase/desk/room etc He tipped the contents of her bag all 
over the floor.the content of a course/film/programme The website provides 

details about the content of each course.the contents of a letter/book/article He 
read the contents of the letter out loud to her.NOUNS + contentsalt/sugar/alcohol 
content Fast food such as burgers and sausages generally have a high salt 

content. | The alcohol content of beer ranges from 2% to 15%.fat/protein/vitamin 
content If you boil vegetables, they may lose some of their vitamin 
content.carbon/mineral content The carbon content of natural gas is about 45 

percent lower than the carbon content of coal.moisture/water content The 
maximum moisture content in air varies with temperature.VERBSexamine the 
contents She opened the suitcase and carefully examined its contents.empty the 

contents She emptied the contents of her handbag onto the table.pour the 
contents He poured the contents of the bottle into his glass.reveal/disclose the 
contents (=tell people about them) The report is confidential, and we 

cannot disclose its contents. The list of the chapters or sections that a book contains is  

called the contents, the contents page, or in more formal English the table of  

contents  

contented adjective  THESAURUS > happy 

contentious adjective  THESAURUS > controversial 
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contentment noun  THESAURUS > satisfaction 

contest /ˈkɒntest $ ˈkɑːn-/ noun  a competition or a situation in which two or 

more people are competing with each otherADJECTIVESa close/tight contest (=one 

which someone wins by a very small amount) The race was a close contest between 
two very good teams.a good/exciting/interesting contest This is going to be a 
really good contest.a fair contest Divide the class into groups in a way that will make 

it a fair contest.a one-sided contest also an uneven/unequal contest BrE (=one of 
the people, groups etc is much more likely to win) Given their military strength, the war 
was a pretty unequal contest.an even/equal contest BrE (=everyone has the same 

chance of winning) One of the men was much bigger so it was not an even contest.a 
head-to-head contest (=two people compete directly with each other) It’s a head-to-
head contest between the two candidates.a hard-fought contest (=both sides try 

hard to win) The game was a hard-fought contest.a leadership contest (=two 
politicians compete to become leader of their party) He is expected to win 
the leadership contest.a presidential contest the 1987 US presidential contesta 

beauty contest (=to find the most beautiful person) Miss Colombia won the beauty 
contest.a talent contest (=to find the best performer) She’s singing a song in the 
school talent contest.a popularity contest (=to decide which person people like the 

most) If there was a popularity contest, I don’t think my boss would win.an 
election/electoral contest What will be the outcome of the electoral contest?a 
sports/sporting contest The Highland Games is a sporting contest held in 

Scotland.VERBSenter a contest (=arrange to take part in one) Anyone over 18 years 
old can enter the contest.take part/compete in a contest Twenty-five countries took 
part in the contest. | The band has competed in many contests over the 

years.win/lose a contest Who do you think will win the contest?withdraw from a 
contest (=stop taking part in one) Two candidates had withdrawn 
from the contest.have/hold a contest They decided to hold a contest to see who 

could write the best song.a contest takes place The contest took place in 
Berlin.PREPOSITIONSa contest for sth There was a contest for the post of party 

leader.a contest between sb and sb Everyone remembers the 1960 contest 
between Kennedy and Nixon.a contest with/against sb Tomorrow’s contest 
with Canada should be very exciting.be in a contest I’ve never been in 

a talent contest before.be out of a contest (=be no longer able to take part because 
you have lost) If they lose this game, they’ll be out of the contest.PHRASESthe winner 
of a contest The winner of the contest wins a recording contract with a record 

company.a contest is open to sb (=particular people or groups can enter it) The 
talent contest is open to all teenagers. 

context AC /ˈkɒntekst $ ˈkɑːn-/ noun  the situation, events, or information that 

are related to something and that help you to understand itADJECTIVESthe general 

context I will start by explaining the general context behind these events.a 
broader/wider/larger context It is important to think about what he says in a 
broader context.the right/correct/appropriate context Students learn to use words 

in the right context.a narrow/limited context This is true, but only in a very narrow 
context.historical/political/economic context These events must be considered in 

their historical context.the cultural context You often need to understand the cultural 
context of jokes.a moral context There is a deeper moral context to this question.a 
Western/European etc context We study the work of these artists in a European 
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context.VERBSput sth in/into context also place/set sth in 

context formal (=consider something together with its context) These statistics need 
to be put into context.see sth in the context of sth (=consider and understand 

something in relation to a particular situation) His life and work must be seen in the 
context of his youth.examine/look at sth in context (=together with its 
context) This may seem a bad result, but let’s examine it in context.take sth out of 

context (=not consider the situation in which something is said) His comments, taken 
out of context, seem harsh.give a context for sth also provide a context for 
sth formal The research provides a context for developing a new 

curriculum.create/establish a context This creates a context in which successful 
teaching can take place.PREPOSITIONSthe context of/for/behind sth What was the 
context for these remarks? 

continual /kənˈtɪnjuəl/ adjective  → continuous 

continue /kənˈtɪnjuː/ verb  1. to not stop doing something, or to start doing 

something again after you have stopped GrammarYou usually use an infinitive  

after continue: Sheila continued to work after she had her baby. The  

economy continued to grow. You can also use a participle in the same  

meaning: Sheila continued working after she had her baby. The  

economy continued growing. The infinitive use is more common. continue + 

NOUNScontinue your work/studies/education Students may choose 
to continue their studies at an advanced level.continue your 
efforts/fight/struggle/campaign We will continue our efforts to find a 

solution.continue your journey They spent the night in Chicago 
and continued their journey the following morning.PREPOSITIONScontinue with 

sth He continued with his work despite his illness.THESAURUS: continuego 

on also carry on especially BrEto continue to do something. Go on and carry on are  

more informal than continue:Dan went on talking, but she was no longer  

listening. | Many people carry on smoking, even though they know it is bad for their  

health. | Sheehan has carried on with her campaign.keep (on) doing sthto continue 

doing something for a long time – especially so that you feel tired or annoyed:We kept  

on walking until we got to the top of the hill. | The man kept staring at me. | My 

computer keeps crashing.persevereto continue trying to do something in a very  

patient and determined way, in spite of difficulties. Persevere sounds rather  

formal:I’m sure that if you persevere, you will succeed in the end. | Despite his early  

disasters, he decided to persevere with photography and learn as much about it as he 

possibly could.2. to not stop happening or existingNOUNSa trial/case 

continues The trial continues tomorrow when the defence will begin their evidence.the 
war/fighting/violence continues As the war continued, the number of civilians killed 
rose to over a million.a show/exhibition continues The exhibition continues until 17 

May.a game continues The game continues until there is only one person left.work 
continues Work continues on the tunnel.a trend/process continues If this trend 
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continues, more than 15% of the island will be under water.ADVERBScontinue 

forever The rise in profits cannot continue forever.continue all day/night/week The 
wind continued all night.continue indefinitely (=you do not know when something 

will end) The strike will continue indefinitely.PREPOSITIONScontinue for 2 hours/10 
years etc The rain continued for an hour.continue until tomorrow/next week 

etc Work will continue until next March.THESAURUS: continuelastto continue –  

used when saying how long something continues for:The trial lasted for six days. | The 

meeting lasted until lunchtime. | The training lasts from July 2nd to August 25th. | It’s  

not certain how long the ceasefire will last. | I know my good luck won’t last  

forever. | How long does suncream protection last?go onto continue, especially for a  

long time:The film goes on for over two hours. | Disputes between neighbours can go 

on for years. | The war went on and on (=it continued for much too long).drag onto  

continue for much longer than necessary or for longer than you want:The case has  

dragged on for more than two years. | Presidential campaigns seem to drag on 

forever.persist formalproblem | symptoms | pain | conditionsif something bad or  

unwanted persists, it continues to exist or happen:If the problem persists, we may 

have to change our approach. | See your doctor if the symptoms persist (=signs that  

someone may have an illness). | If the pain persists, you must see your doctor about  

it. | The cloudy weather conditions are expected to persist into the evening.  

continuous /kənˈtɪnjuəs/ adjective  continuing for a long time without 

stoppingNOUNSa continuous process Learning is a continuous process – you don’t 

stop learning when you leave school.continuous 
improvement/development/growth It was a period 
of continuous economic growth.continuous flow/supply The system provides 

a continuous flow of information.a continuous line/stream of sth There was 
a continuous stream of traffic.a continuous series A continuous series of meetings 
took place.continuous use The battery allows 2.5 hours of continuous 

use.continuous employment/service She has been in continuous employment since 
she left school. | Roy Shaw, who has died aged 82, clocked up 50 years’ continuous 

service as a Labour councillor in north London.continuous assessment Teachers carry 
out continuous assessment of students’ work.ADVERBSalmost/virtually 
continuous We had a week of almost continuous sunshine.PHRASESthe 

longest/oldest continuous This summer was the longest continuous period of hot 

weather since records began.THESAURUS: 

continuouscontinualprocess | improvement | use | state | reminder | threat 

| fear | struggle | conflict | problemcontinuing for a long time without  

stopping:Spiritual development is a continual process. | There has been a continual  

improvement in standards. | The machine is in continual use. | Her mother was in a  

continual state of anxiety. | The house was a continual reminder of her past life. | The 

country lives with the continual threat of terrorism. | They are in continual fear of  

losing their homes. | Many arts organizations face a continual struggle to find  

funding. | There were continual problems with mud and 
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rain. Continuous or continual?In many situations, you can use  

either continuous or continual with the same meaning: There has been  

a continual/continuous improvement in standards.Continual is used more often when  

something keeps happening in a way that is annoying or causes problems: There  

were continual problems with leaking windows. He lived in continual fear of being  

attacked. constantpressure | attention | worry | fear | threat | reminder | sour

ce | struggle | battle | speed | temperature | rate | flow | streamcontinuing for a  

long time without stopping – used especially about things that are worrying, or when 

something continues to be at the same temperature, speed, rate etc:I’m 

under constant pressure from my family to get married. | Young children always  

want constant attention. | She was in constant fear of losing him. | There is always  

the constant threat of war. | The building is a constant reminder of the bombing. | Her  

sister was a constant source of irritation. | His illness makes life a constant struggle for  

him and his parents. | The car was traveling at a constant speed of 80 kilometres an  

hour. | The wine needs to be kept at a constant temperature. | This is assuming  

a constant rate of inflation of 5 per cent. | The channels must be kept clear to ensure 

a constant flow of water. | There was a constant stream of visitors to the 

house.incessant formalrain | noise | roar | traffic | questions | demands | chatte

r | whiningcontinuing for a long time without stopping – used about something that  

makes you feel annoyed:I was tired of the incessant rain. | She was kept awake by 

the incessant roar of the ship’s engines. | The incessant demands of a small child can 

test anyone’s patience. | Mrs Hassock’s incessant chatter was starting to irritate  

him.persistentproblem | reports | allegations | rumours | refusal | failure | dou

bt | cough | infectioncontinuing to exist for a long time and difficult to get rid of or  

ignore:Violence in the city has been a persistent problem. | There were persistent  

rumours about the president’s private life. | He criticized the government’s persistent  

failure to deal with this issue. | You should consult your doctor if you have a persistent  

cough.unbrokenrun | series | string | record | rule | sleepcontinuing for a long 

time – used especially when someone keeps being successful:The team’s unbroken  

run of wins came to an end on Saturday. | Nelson had an unbroken string of  

victories. | Brazil maintained their unbroken record of success against Italy. | The party  

has enjoyed 35 years of unbroken rule. | It was the first night of unbroken sleep he 

had had in months.non-

stop informalflight | service | entertainment | fun | action | work | raincontinuin

g for a long time or a long way without stopping:The airline has launched a new non-

stop service between London and Hong Kong. | The concert will be seven hours of non-
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stop entertainment. | We have had two days of non-stop rain. | They worked non-

stop.  

contract AC /ˈkɒntrækt $ ˈkɑːn-/ noun  an official agreement between two or 

more people, stating what each will doADJECTIVES/NOUNS + contracta one-year/two-

year etc contract He signed a five-year contract worth $2 million.a short-
term/long-term contract A lot of the workers are on short-term contracts.a written 
contract All employees should have a written contract.a binding contract (=one that 

must be obeyed) Our lawyer believes it is a binding contract.a recording/building etc 
contract The band was soon offered a recording contract with Columbia Records.a 
verbal contract (=using words, not written) He made a verbal contract over the 

phone, saying he agreed to take the apartment.VERBSsign a contract He signed a 
contract to become vice-president of the football club.make a contract also enter 
into a contract formal Did he know this when he made the contract? | The 

council entered into a contract with a building company for the construction of a block 
of offices.negotiate a contract (=agree the conditions of a contract with 
someone) Your lawyer will assist you in negotiating a contract.draw up a 

contract (=write one) The two sides drew up a contract.have a contract The 
company had a contract to build a new hotel there.agree to a contract also agree a 

contract BrE Keane was reported to have agreed a contract for a further three 
years.break a contract (=do something that your contract does not allow) She broke 
her contract and left the job after only six months.fulfil/honour a contract (=do what 

you have agreed to do) If you have signed a contract, you have to fulfil it.win/get a 
contract They won a contract to supply 37 passenger trains to Regional 
Railways.give/award sb a contract He was given a new two-year contract in 

March. | The state of Kentucky has awarded the firm a $10 million 
contract.cancel/end/terminate a contract The buyer has three days in which 
to cancel the contract.renew sb’s contract (=give someone another contract when 

their old one ends) I hope they will renew my contract at the end of the year.extend a 
contract His original two-year contract was extended.a contract expires (=ends at 
an agreed time) Her five-year contract expires at the end of June.PREPOSITIONSa 

contract with sb He is expected to sign a contract with a new club soon.a contract 
between sb and sb There is a contract between buyer and seller.under a 
contract (=according to a contract) Under the contract, the company will receive a 

share of the profits for its services.under/on contract (=working for someone, having 
signed a contract) He was under contract to the TV company for several 
years.PHRASESa contract of employment also an employment contract Make sure 

you fully understand your contract of employment.the terms of a contract (=the 
conditions that are part of the contract) He explained the terms of the contract.breach 
of contract formal (=an action that your contract does not allow) They are suing the 

building company for breach of contract.be in breach of (your) 
contract formal (=have done something that your contract does not allow) The striking 
drivers were fired because they were in breach of contract. 

contradict AC /ˌkɒntrəˈdɪkt $ ˌkɑːn-/ verb  to show that the opposite is true, or 

say the opposite of what someone saysNOUNScontradict yourself/each 
other She contradicted herself several times when she was interviewed by the 

police.contradict a view/idea/notion Some scientists say that the Earth’s 
temperature is not changing, but recent research contradicts this view.contradict a 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [458] 

claim The new evidence contradicts his claim that he did not know about the 

plan.contradict a statement/assertion A spokesman for the company was quick 
to contradict this statement.contradict reports His latest remarks contradict 

reports that he was planning to resign.contradict a theory The research appears 
to contradict previous theories about the origins of the universe.ADVERBScompletely 
contradict His evidence completely contradicts what the other witness was 

saying.directly contradict A report into the incident directly contradicted the 
government’s account of it.flatly contradict sb (=completely – used for 
emphasis) This study flatly contradicts the old idea that thin people live 

longer.VERBSseem/appear to contradict sth The survey appears to contradict claims 
that speed is the most important thing when you are choosing a car. 

contradiction AC /ˌkɒntrəˈdɪkʃən $ ˌkɑːn-/ noun  a very great difference 

between two statements, ideas, facts etc, so it seems they cannot both be true or 

possibleADJECTIVESa major contradiction If we look more closely, we can see major 
contradictions in the evidence from the two witnesses.a basic/fundamental 
contradiction There is a fundamental contradiction between the official figures and the 

experiences of people looking for work.an obvious contradiction I noticed 
some obvious contradictions in his story.a glaring contradiction (=extremely 

obvious) There are some glaring contradictions in the film.an apparent 
contradiction (=one that seems likely) There’s an apparent contradiction between 
wanting to help people and wanting to make a profit.a curious/strange 

contradiction One of the curious contradictions about him was that he loved the 
countryside but he chose to live in the city.an inherent contradiction formal (=one 
that forms an important part of something) There is an inherent contradiction between 

a one-party state and mass democracy.a logical contradiction There is a logical 
contradiction in his theory.internal contradictions Despite its internal contradictions, 
the same system has continued for over 200 years.VERBSthere is a 

contradiction There is an obvious contradiction in his argument.seem/sound (like) 
a contradiction This may seem like a contradiction, but sometimes the easy questions 
are the hardest ones to answer.contain a contradiction The present 

law contains many contradictions.see/notice/observe a contradiction They do 
not see a contradiction between individual freedom and the freedom of the other 
members of a society.highlight a contradiction (=make it very noticeable) The case 

has highlighted some contradictions in the present system.resolve a 
contradiction (=stop it being a problem) I can’t see any way 
of resolving this contradiction.PREPOSITIONSa contradiction between sth (and 

sth) Do you think there is a contradiction between these two 
statements?contradictions in/within sth There are some strange contradictions 
in the law.PHRASESbe full of contradictions Some people are full of 

contradictions.THESAURUS: contradictioninconsistencya difference between 

two statements, ideas etc, which makes you think that one is wrong, especially  

concerning small details. Inconsistency is used instead of contradiction in more 

formal English, when you want to be less direct:There are some strange inconsistencies  

in the law at present. | An examination of the facts soon reveals inconsistencies in the 

story. | There were some inconsistencies between what Jones told the media and what  

his defense said at his trial.  
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contraption /kənˈtræpʃən/ noun  THESAURUS > machine 

contrast AC /ˈkɒntrɑːst $ ˈkɑːntræst/ noun  a difference between people or 

things that are being comparedADJECTIVESa complete/total contrast The modern 
buildings are a complete contrast to those in the old town.a sharp/stark/strong 

contrast (=very big) There is a sharp contrast between the typical readers of these 
newspapers. | The winter heat wave in California is a stark contrast to the below-
freezing temperatures on the East Coast.a great contrast There is a great contrast 

between the countryside here and in other parts of England.a dramatic/startling 
contrast (=big and surprising) Alaska is a land of dramatic contrasts. | His attitude 
today was a startling contrast to yesterday.an obvious/clear/marked/striking 

contrast (=very noticeable) I noticed a marked contrast in his behaviour after his 
parents’ divorce.an interesting/fascinating contrast There is an interesting 
contrast between Picasso’s early and later paintings.a direct contrast She’s warm and 

amusing – in direct contrast to James.VERBSmake a contrast The fruit and the 
meat make a delicious contrast of flavours.draw a contrast (=say there is a 
contrast) It is tempting to draw contrasts between religion and science.provide/offer 

contrast (=be different in a way that is interesting) The plant is very attractive, 
and provides excellent contrast to other plants.highlight a contrast (=make it very 
obvious) The research will highlight the contrasts between different approaches to 

taxation.stand in contrast to sth (=be a contrast to something) The mountains stand 
in stark contrast to the area around them.PREPOSITIONSin contrast to/with 
sth (=unlike something) In contrast to his father, Joe was a very sociable person.a 

contrast between sth and sth She describes the contrast between the two women’s 
lifestyles.a contrast with sth The smooth marble makes a strong contrast with the 
rough stone around it.a contrast to sth The silent court was a complete contrast 

to the noisy square outside.by/in contrast (=used when giving a different 
situation) The birth rate for older women has fallen, but, by contrast, births to teenage 
mothers have increased. 

contravene /ˌkɒntrəˈviːn $ ˌkɑːn-/ verb  THESAURUS > disobey 

contribute verb  THESAURUS > give (1) 

contribution AC /ˌkɒntrəˈbjuːʃən, ˌkɒntrɪˈbjuːʃən $ ˌkɑːn-/ noun  something that 

you give or do in order to help something be successfulADJECTIVESa 
major/great/huge contribution Tourism makes a major contribution to the island’s 

economy. | This player has made a huge contribution to our team.a 
significant/important contribution All of you can make a significant contribution to 
the company.a useful/valuable contribution The book is a valuable contribution to 

the study of modern American history.a vital/invaluable contribution (=very 
important) Foreign workers make a vital contribution to the economy.an outstanding 
contribution (=very good) He won an award for his outstanding contribution to 

cinema over many years.a positive contribution We want kids to grow up to make 
a positive contribution to society.a small contribution also a modest 
contribution formal It made only a small contribution to the company’s profits.a 

financial contribution Some parents cannot afford to make a financial 
contribution when their kids go to college.VERBSmake a contribution I’d like everyone 
to make a contribution towards the discussion.acknowledge/recognize sb’s 

contribution (=say that you are grateful for what someone has 
done) He acknowledged the contribution of many individuals in writing the report.value 
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sb’s contribution (=think someone’s contribution is important) My co-workers didn’t 

seem to value my contribution.pay a contribution (=pay part of the money for 
something) Parents are being asked to pay a small contribution towards the 

trip.PREPOSITIONSa contribution to/towards sth He was awarded a prize for 
his contribution to sport. | Please let me make a contribution towards the cost of the 
party.a contribution from sb The journal has contributions from well-known writers. 

control1 /kənˈtrəʊl $ -ˈtroʊl/ verb  1. to have the power to make the decisions 

about how a country, place, company etc is organized or what it doesNOUNScontrol a 
city/country/area The area is now controlled by rebels.control a 
company/business His family has controlled the company for 150 years.control a 

party/union/organization The party was controlled by a small group of 
extremists.control an industry The oil industry was controlled by five multinational 
companies.control the media (=newspapers, television, radio etc) The government 

should not attempt to control the media.control the budget/finances Often, it is the 
woman who controls the household budget.ADVERBSdirectly control sth The bank is 
no longer directly controlled by the government.effectively control sth (=be really in 

control, when this is not what is intended or believed) His son effectively controls the 
company.be centrally controlled The Chinese economy is centrally 

controlled.THESAURUS: controlbe in chargeto have the authority to control  

what happens, and tell other people what to do:She is in charge of training new 

employees. | I left him in charge of the children while I was out. | He asked to speak to  

the person who was in charge.be in powerto be the leader or government of a  

country:The former prime minister resigned after less than a year in power. | The 

same party has been in power for a long time. | It was the first time a democratically  

elected government had been in  

power.runcompany | organization | school | hospital | hotel | country | econom

y | industry | worldto make the important everyday decisions concerning a company,  

organization, country etc, so that it can continue to operate:It was unusual for a  

woman to run a company in those days. | He was very good at running a  

big organization; he was clever, hard-working, and tough. | The parents want  

to run the school themselves. | Wexham Park hospital is run by the local National  

Health Service trust. | The military ran the country until 1974. | The socialists cannot  

be trusted to run the economy. | The book is about a world run by 

robots.managecompany | business | firm | store | hotel | teamto organize and 

control the work of a company or organization:Her father used 

to manage the company. | The business had been poorly managed, and owed a large 

amount of money (=badly managed). | In 1963, she opened a furniture store, and her  

son has managed it since 1985. | Sir Alex Ferguson managed the team for a long 

time.rulecountry | worldto control a country or place and make all the important  

political decisions:The president ruled the country for almost 30 years. | In those days,  

Britain ruled the world. | Japan was ruled by the same party for a long 

time.supervisework | activities | operation | project | team | students | employ
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eesto be in charge of a group of workers, students etc, and make sure that they do 

their work properly, or behave properly:I’m supervising the building work myself. | The 

Policing Board supervises the activities of the police. | The president said that  

he supervised the operation personally. | The project will be supervised by Dr Neil  

Crosby of the Department of Land Management. | Professor Braude supervised the 

research team. | There aren’t enough teachers to supervise the students. | She has  

to supervise over 100 employees.2. to limit the amount or growth of 

somethingADVERBScarefully control sth Costs need to be carefully 
controlled.strictly/tightly/rigidly control sth The sale of handguns is very strictly 

controlled. | Imports and exports are tightly controlled.adequately/effectively 
control sth It is important to control inflation effectively.NOUNScontrol 
costs/prices/wages All businesses have to control their costs.control 

spending also control expenditure formal If you want to save money, you have 
to control your spending.control inflation They may have to increase interest rates in 
order to control inflation.control pollution/crime/disease The state has strict laws 

to control pollution.control immigration He argued for the need to control 
immigration more strictly.control the growth/spread of sth Education is the best 
way of controlling the spread of AIDS.control pain There are many ways to 

help control pain in childbirth.control the bleeding To control the bleeding, press a 
clean bandage firmly against the wound.control your drinking (=drink less 
alcohol) Alcoholics cannot control their drinking.control your weight She exercises 

to control her weight.3. to make something operate in a particular 
wayADVERBSautomatically control sth Your body automatically controls its own 
temperature.electronically control sth The car’s locking system is electronically 

controlled.manually control sth The machine can be controlled manually or 
automatically.control sth remotely (=from a distant place) The heating in some bank 
branches is controlled remotely.be easily controlled Fuel flow is easily 

controlled using this switch.PHRASESremote-controlled also remote-
control (=controlled from a distant place using an electronic device) They use remote-
controlled robots to clean radioactive surfaces.radio-controlled (=controlled from a 

distant place using radio signals) He was given a radio-controlled toy car for his 
birthday. 

control2 /kənˈtrəʊl $ -ˈtroʊl/ noun  1. the ability or power to make someone or 

something do what you want or make something happen in the way you 
wantADJECTIVES/NOUNS + controlcomplete/total control The editor has complete 
control over everything that is published.full/absolute control (=complete) We are 

never in full control of our own lives.effective control (=used for saying who is really 
in control, when this may not be what is intended or believed) The rebels are now 
in effective control of the city.overall control Managers make many decisions, but the 

chairman has overall control.direct control The country was now under the direct 
control of the army.financial/political/social control The new CEO was given 
complete financial control.central control (=in which one main part of an organization 

or system controls the rest of it) Local governments increasingly came under central 
control.government/state control I am against government control of the 
media.military control (=by the armed forces) The town is under military 

control.local control (=in which different places have their own power, rather than 
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being controlled from the centre) They believe that education should remain in local 

control.parental control (=by parents) His problems have been blamed on a lack 
of parental control.self-control (=the ability to control your emotions and 

behaviour) Small children do not have the same self-control as adults.VERBStake 
control also assume/assert control formal Students are encouraged to take 
control of their own learning.seize control (=take control quickly or violently) About 

400 prisoners had seized control and were smashing up the jail.get/gain control He 
felt himself wanting to laugh and struggled to gain control.have control She’s a good 
teacher who always has control of her class. | Artists like to have some control 

over where their works are hung in a gallery.keep control also maintain/retain 
control formal Some people don’t know how to keep control of their dogs.lose 
control It is important to stay calm and not lose control of the situation.regain 

control How can the government regain control of the economy?give sb control His 
parents gave him control of his own finances.exercise control formal (=have control, 
or use the control that you have) Her parents no longer exercise any control over her 

life.give up control also relinquish control formal She relinquished control of the 
company to her three sons.control + NOUNSa control freak informal (=someone who 
wants to control every situation they are in) She’s a complete control freak and she 

won’t let anyone help her do anything.a control mechanism The body has a control 
mechanism that brings down blood-sugar levels when they gets too 
hgh.PREPOSITIONScontrol of/over sth Schools were given control over their own 

budgets.be in control He always drives because he says he likes to be in 
control.under sb’s control He has a large organization under his control.be 
outside/beyond sb’s control (=be impossible for someone to control) Flight delays 

do occur, for reasons that are outside our control.be out of control The fire was 
getting out of control.be under control The flu outbreak is now under 
control.PHRASESkeep sth under control Dogs are allowed on the trails if they are kept 

under control.fight/battle/struggle for control The rebels battled for control of the 
city.lose control of yourself (=be unable to stay calm and start shouting, crying 
etc) He lost control of himself and started shouting.2. a way of limiting something, 

often using an official rule or lawADJECTIVESstrict/tight controls There are strict 
controls on the kind of goods you can bring into the country.lax controls (=not strict 
enough) The banks admitted that controls on lending had been lax.NOUNS 

+ controlimport/export controls Import controls were introduced on farm 
products.arms control (=limits on the weapons countries can have) The two countries 
signed an arms control agreement.wage/price/rent controls Rent controls were 

introduced to stop landlords from making huge profits.gun control (=limits on who can 
buy and own guns) Many people in the US are against gun control.pollution 
control The company has improved its pollution control in recent years.immigration 

control (=limits on people allowed to come to a country to live) Immigration 
control has limited the number of foreigners seeking work in the 
country.VERBSintroduce controls The government introduced strict controls on 

imported goods.strengthen/tighten controls (=make them stricter) Some people 
say we need to tighten controls on the internet.relax controls (=make them less 

strict) Wage controls have been relaxed.remove/lift controls They 
have removed price controls on a number of basic goods. | Controls should be lifted as 
soon as possible.enforce controls (=make people obey them) The department is 
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responsible for enforcing controls on the sale of protected animals.PREPOSITIONSa 

control on sth There are tight controls on the number of foreign workers. 

controversial AC /ˌkɒntrəˈvɜːʃəl◂ $ ˌkɑːntrəˈvɜːr-/ adjective  causing a lot of 

disagreement and argumentNOUNSa controversial issue/topic/subject Gay 

marriage remains a controversial issue.a controversial figure (=a person who many 
do not agree with) He is a controversial figure because of his extreme views.a 
controversial decision The judge’s decision to release the prisoners was 

highly controversial.a controversial plan/proposal/policy There is a controversial 
plan to build a new airport.a controversial measure (=an official action that is 
controversial) Charging people to drive into the city was a controversial 

measure.controversial legislation (=controversial laws) They 
introduced controversial legislation to raise the retirement age to 66.a controversial 
book/film/play The film was extremely controversial and some people wanted it to be 

banned.controversial remarks/comments His talk contained some controversial 
remarks about religion.the controversial nature of sth The report was kept secret 
because of its controversial nature.ADVERBShighly/deeply/extremely 

controversial This policy proved highly controversial.politically controversial The 
area of workers’ rights remains politically controversial.potentially controversial The 

issue was a potentially controversial one for the government.VERBSremain 
controversial The treatment remains controversial because it is expensive and not 
always effective.prove controversial (=be controversial) The plans have proved 

controversial with local people.THESAURUS: 

controversialcontentious formalissue | subject | topic | area | question | pro

posal | debate | claimContentious means the same as controversial, but is more 

formal:Water has been a contentious issue between the country and its neighbours for  

years. | This is a contentious area of the law. | His comments sparked a contentious  

debate over nationalism. | These claims are highly contentious.  

controversy AC /ˈkɒntrəvɜːsi, kənˈtrɒvəsi $ ˈkɑːntrəvɜːrsi/ noun  a serious 

argument about something that involves many people and continues for a long 

timeADJECTIVESgreat/much/considerable controversy The article has 
caused considerable controversy.fierce/intense/bitter controversy (=very 
great) Her remarks have been at the centre of a fierce controversy. | The strike was 

called off, amid bitter controversy.a major controversy That decision was the 
second major controversy of the prime minister’s career.public controversy (=among 
ordinary people in a country) His book sparked public controversy about the issue.the 

latest controversy The scandal is the latest controversy to hit the 
government.growing/increasing controversy There is growing controversy over the 
decision.further/renewed controversy We need to settle the dispute without 

provoking further controversy.continuing controversy There is a continuing 
controversy about the education reforms.political/religious/financial 
controversy The agreement attracted a lot of political controversy.international 

controversy (=in many countries) The politician’s remarks aroused international 
controversy.VERBS + controversycause/create controversy His speech caused a lot 
of controversy.arouse/provoke/spark controversy (=cause it) The judges’ 

decision provoked controversy. | Locke aroused considerable controversy with his 
suggestion. | The new rules are likely to spark more controversy.run into 
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controversy BrE (=cause it without intending to) The band ran into controversy over 

the video for their single.fuel controversy (=add to it) England’s manager fuelled 
controversy with his criticism of the referee.be dogged by controversy (=cause it in 

a way that is a problem) From its very first introduction, the system was dogged by 
controversy.be embroiled in a controversy (=involved in a way that is hard to 
escape) A film company became embroiled in a controversy over the title of one of its 

movies.avoid controversy So far, the new president has avoided controversy.end a 
controversy also defuse a controversy formal Both sides quickly tried 
to defuse the controversy.court controversy (=behave in a way that makes it 

likely) He went through life doing things his own way, courting controversy as he did 
so.controversy + VERBScontroversy arises formal (=it starts to happen because of 
something) Some controversy arose over the safety of the vaccination.controversy 

exists Controversy exists over the use of the drug.controversy surrounds 
sth Much controversy surrounds the issue of genetically modified crops.controversy 
breaks out/erupts (=happens suddenly) The controversy erupted when three players 

were accused of match-fixing.controversy hits sth (=affects something 
suddenly) Controversy has hit this year’s competition.controversy rages (=there is a 
lot of controversy) Controversy was raging about smoking in public places.controversy 

grows (=increases) As the controversy grew, the president came under pressure to 
resign.PREPOSITIONScontroversy about/over sth There has been a lot 
of controversy over the decision. | We need to end the controversy about the 

project.controversy among/between sb He has provoked controversy among party 
members. | This led to controversy between Republicans and Democrats.amid 
controversy (=while there is controversy) He resigned amid much controversy last 

year.PHRASESa storm of controversy (=a lot of controversy) Since its release, the 
film has met a storm of controversy.be the centre of a controversy The book 
became the centre of a bitter controversy.a matter/subject of controversy The right 

age to have children is a matter of controversy. | His life and death are still the subject 
of controversy.months/years of controversy He resigned on Tuesday after months 
of controversy.be no stranger to controversy (=used for saying that someone has 

caused a lot of controversy in their life or career) Michael Jackson was no stranger to 
controversy. 

convention AC /kənˈvenʃən/ noun  1. a large formal meeting for people who 

belong to the same profession or organization or who have the same 
interestsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + conventionan annual convention The church has 
an annual convention each July.a national/international/European 

convention Leaders attended an international convention on climate change.a 
political convention The hall is used for political conventions.a party 
convention (=of a political party) He was elected leader at the party 

convention.VERBShold/have a convention The party will hold its 
annual convention next week.arrange/organize a convention She is 
busy organizing the company’s sales convention.go to a convention also attend a 

convention formal Teachers from all over the country went to the convention.speak 
at a convention (=make a speech there) Thank you for the invitation to speak 
at your convention.address a convention (=make a speech to the people at a 

convention) He addressed the national convention in 2008.a convention takes 
place Our 20th annual convention takes place in March.convention + NOUNSa 
convention centre BrE a convention center AmE (=a building where conventions 
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are held) The party conference will take place at the International Convention Centre in 

Birmingham.a convention organizer Convention organizers are expecting around 
2,000 people.a convention delegate (=someone who goes to a 

convention) Convention delegates must register on arrival.a convention hall (=a 
building or room in a building where conventions are held) The convention hall was 
packed with people.PREPOSITIONSat a convention He gave an excellent 

speech at the convention.a convention on sth She will speak at a convention 
on higher education next week.2. a formal agreement, especially between countries, 
about particular rules or behaviourADJECTIVES/NOUNS + conventionan international 

convention There is an international convention banning land mines.a European 
convention The dumping of waste at sea was banned under a European convention.a 
draft convention (=not the final version) A draft convention on arms control was 

prepared.a human rights convention Under the human rights convention, suspects 
must be quickly brought to court.VERBS + conventionsign a convention Twenty-five 
countries have signed the convention.ratify a convention (=make it official by signing 

it) He called on all states to ratify the convention.adopt a convention (=start using 
it) They adopted a convention banning the import of nuclear waste.breach/violate a 
convention (=not do what it says you must do) The proposals would violate the 

European Convention on Human Rights.adhere to/comply with a convention (=do 
what it says you must do) The court heard that members of the assembly had 
not complied with the convention.be bound by a convention (=have to do what it 

says) Countries are not bound by the convention unless they have signed 
it.convention + VERBSa convention bans sth The convention bans the production of 
chemical weapons.a convention governs sth The convention governs the treatment 

of political prisoners.a convention applies to sth The Vienna Convention applies 
to treaties between states.PREPOSITIONSa convention on sth They signed 
a convention on the rights of the child.a convention for sth the 

International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Shipsa convention 
against sth the UN Convention against Torturea convention between 
countries A convention between Italy and Turkey was signed in 1932.under a 

convention Torture is not allowed under the convention.PHRASESa signatory of/to a 
convention (=a country that has signed it) The UK and the US were signatories 
to the convention.the terms of a convention (=things a convention states must 

happen) The terms of the convention still apply.article/paragraph ... of a 
convention Article 3 of the convention states the following.be in breach of a 
convention (=have done something that is not allowed by it) His treatment was in 

breach of the Convention on Human Rights.3. the way something is usually done, or 
people’s attitudes about what is the most normal and correct way to do 

something GrammarThis meaning of convention can be countable or  

uncountable. ADJECTIVESthe normal/usual convention The normal convention is to 

reply to an invitation.an established convention (=one that has been used for a long 

time) There are established conventions for how you should end a letter.an accepted 
convention This way of referring to an unknown person as ‘s/he’ is a widely accepted 
convention.a social/cultural convention Each society has its own cultural 

conventions. | Playing together teaches children social conventions such as sharing.a 
legal convention There are legal conventions that all companies must use when 

writing contracts.artistic/literary conventions The poem reflects the literary 
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conventions of the time.VERBSfollow convention (=do what is accepted and 

normal) If everyone followed convention, life would be very dull.break (with) 
convention (=not do what is accepted or normal) She broke with convention and 

chose a pink wedding dress.use/adopt/follow a convention We will use the 
usual convention of representing an unknown number as x.defy/flout 
convention (=deliberately not do what is accepted or normal) He loved to flout 

convention by his eccentric behaviour.be bound by convention (=have to do 
something in a particular way because of convention) You do not need to be bound by 
convention and wear black to a funeral.convention demands/dictates sth (=says 

that something should happen in a particular way) Convention dictates that children 
take their father’s family name.PREPOSITIONSaccording to convention Society 
expects us to act according to convention.by convention (=according to 

convention) By convention, the bride’s father gives her away at her 
wedding.PHRASESsth is a matter of convention It is a matter of convention for 
business people to wear suits.a set of conventions In a different culture, you will 

have to learn a different set of conventions.rules and conventions Women were 
expected to behave according to certain rules and conventions.a break with 
convention In a break with convention, women were allowed into the club. 

conversation /ˌkɒnvəˈseɪʃən $ ˌkɑːnvər-/ noun  an informal talk in which people 

exchange news, feelings, and thoughtsADJECTIVESa short/brief/quick 
conversation We only had time for a brief conversation.a long conversation Joe had 

several long conversations with Maureen and she told him about her feelings.a 
serious/intelligent/meaningful conversation He’s always making jokes, and it’s 
difficult to have a serious conversation with him.an informal/casual conversation I 

heard someone say something about it in an informal conversation.a chance 
conversation He found out about the race after a chance conversation with a friend.a 
private conversation Is there somewhere near here where we can have private 

conversation?adult conversation Children quickly get bored by adult conversation.an 
animated/lively conversation (=in which people get excited) They seemed to be 
having an animated conversation about who was responsible for the accident.an after-

dinner conversation The scandal was the subject of many after-dinner 
conversations.a face-to-face conversation I don’t like sending emails. I much prefer 
to have a face-to-face conversation.NOUNS + conversationa phone/telephone 

conversation The president had a phone conversation with the German 
chancellor.VERBS + conversationhave a conversation with sb She was having a 
conversation with one of her friends on her phone.hold/conduct/carry on a 

conversation (=have a conversation – more formal) The noise of the traffic made it 
difficult to hold a conversation. | I want someone who can carry on a conversation 
intelligently and not keep saying “what?” all the time.get into/enter into a 

conversation (=become involved in a conversation with someone) I was at my 
daughter’s school and I got into a conversation with her teacher.join in/take part in a 
conversation I didn’t know anything about baseball, so it was hard for me to join in 

their conversation.start a conversation She was beginning to wish that she had not 
started this conversation.strike up a conversation with sb (=start talking to 
someone) She struck up a conversation with one of the other passengers.engage sb in 

conversation/initiate a conversation with sb formal (=make someone have a 
conversation with you) He is very shy and it can be difficult to engage him in 
conversation.make (polite) conversation (=talk to someone about unimportant 
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things so that you can have a conversation) “Nice weather, isn’t it?” he said, trying to 

make conversation.overhear a conversation (=hear someone else’s conversation) I 
overheard the conversation in the dressing room next to me.interrupt sb’s 

conversation Sorry – I hope I’m not interrupting your conversation.be engaged in 
conversation with sb formal (=be having a conversation) The two men appeared to 
be engaged in conversation.conversation + VERBSa conversation takes place The 

conversation took place in the early hours of the morning.the conversation turns to 
sth (=people start talking about something) The conversation turned to politics.a 
conversation ends Our conversation ended with him putting the phone 

down.PREPOSITIONSa conversation about sth We had a conversation about the best 
way to cook rice.a conversation with sb He paused then continued his conversation 
with her.a conversation between sb (and sb) There was a telephone conversation 

between the two leaders.during a conversation The remarks were made during a 
conversation with his lawyer.in conversation In conversation, he always seems very 
charming.PHRASESbe deep in conversation (=be having a serious conversation, so 

that you do not notice what is happening around you) The two men appeared to be 
deep in conversation about something.a topic/subject of conversation The only 
topic of conversation was food.snatches of conversation (=pieces of someone’s 

conversation, which you can hear) I managed to catch a few snatches of their 

conversation.THESAURUS: conversationdiscussiona conversation about  

something important:There was a lot of discussion about where the money was going  

to come from. | The two companies have been having discussions about a possible  

takeover.talka long conversation, especially about a problem or about what you plan  

to do:We had a long talk about our relationship. | I wanted to have a talk  

with him about the future.chat especially BrEan informal friendly conversation:I’ve 

just had a chat with Vinnie.natter BrE informala conversation with a friend about  

unimportant things:Mary and Jean were having a cup of tea and a  

natter.gossipconversations in which people talk about things they have heard,  

especially about other people’s private lives, which may well not be true:She always  

enjoyed going to friends’ houses and having a gossip. | It’s all just gossip.small  

talkpolite friendly conversation about unimportant subjects, especially when you do 

not know someone very well and feel a little nervous:We stood around making small  

talk about the weather.banterfriendly conversation in which people joke with each  

other and gently make fun of each other:She enjoyed the friendly banter with her  

colleagues at the office.  

convert AC /kənˈvɜːt $ -ˈvɜːrt/ verb  to change something so that it is in a 

different form or can be used in a different wayNOUNSconvert a 
building/house/barn/church etc The college wants to convert the building to 

provide accommodation for students. | Farm buildings are being converted into 
flats.convert energy Heat energy is converted into electrical power.convert 
data/information The software converts raw data into usable information.convert an 

image/signal A device in the camera converts the image into electronic 
signals.PREPOSITIONSconvert sth into sth Your 
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body converts carbohydrates into glucose. | We are going to convert the 

bedroom into an office. 

convey /kənˈveɪ/ verb  to communicate or express something, with or without 

using wordsNOUNSconvey a message The poem conveys a message about 

war. | Ads convey the message that thin is beautiful.convey information/facts All 
this information can be conveyed in a simple diagram.convey meaning Children 
sometimes find it easier to use pictures to convey meaning.convey a sense/an 

impression of sth The music conveys a sense of sadness and despair. | You don’t 
want to convey the impression that there’s anything illegal going on.convey an idea In 
her portrait, I was trying to convey the idea of dignity.convey an image Make sure 

your clothes convey the right image for a job interview.convey a feeling/an 
emotion How could he convey his feelings for her?convey your 
intentions/thoughts How can you convey your intentions to other drivers?convey 

the essence/flavour of sth (=show what something is like, without giving exact 
details) His book successfully conveys the flavour of the period.ADVERBSclearly 
convey sth His tone of voice clearly conveyed his disgust.adequately convey 

sth Words cannot adequately convey how relieved I am.effectively/successfully 
convey sth The novel effectively conveys some of the country’s 

problems.powerfully/vividly convey sth (=in a way that affects you or makes you 
take notice) The sense of desperation is powerfully conveyed in the 
music.PREPOSITIONSconvey sth to sb We use words to convey our thoughts to other 

people. | I want to convey to children that reading is one of life’s greatest treats. 

conviction /kənˈvɪkʃən/ noun  1. a very strong belief or opinion or the feeling of 

being very sure about somethingADJECTIVESa deep/strong/firm conviction They 
have a deep conviction that marriage is for life.great conviction He spoke on her 

behalf with great conviction.absolute/utter conviction She had this absolute 
conviction that she would be successful.an unshakeable conviction (=that no one 
can change) He had the unshakeable conviction that he was 

right.political/religious/moral convictions She has strong political 
convictions. | Some people refuse medical treatment because of their religious 
convictions.personal convictions People should vote according to their personal 

convictions.VERBShave/hold a conviction Americans held the firm conviction that 
anyone could become rich if they worked hard.share a conviction Many other 

leaders share the prime minister’s conviction.express a conviction He 
often expressed his conviction that men are superior to women.strengthen/reinforce 
sb’s conviction (=make it stronger) Their arguments 

only strengthened my conviction.confirm sb’s conviction (=make someone know 
they are right) The discovery confirmed our conviction that he was dead.shake sb’s 
conviction (=stop someone being sure about something) Nothing 

could shake her conviction that she was right.lack conviction It was a reasonable 
explanation, but her voice lacked conviction.carry conviction (=sound convincing) His 
words did not carry conviction.PREPOSITIONSwith conviction She spoke quietly 

but with conviction.without conviction Everything will be fine, she said to 
herself without conviction.PHRASEShave the courage of your convictions (=continue 
to do what you think is right, even when people say you are wrong) You have to have 

the courage of your convictions and stand up to your boss.2. a decision in a court of 
law that someone is guilty of a crime, or the process of proving that someone is 
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guiltyADJECTIVES/NOUNS + convictiona criminal conviction Jason already had a 

criminal conviction for theft. | Applicants are checked for criminal convictions.a 
previous/prior conviction (=a crime someone was found guilty of in the past) She 

was given a light sentence as she had no previous convictions. | The man had five prior 
convictions for being drunk and disorderly.wrongful conviction (=a situation in which 
someone is wrongly found guilty) The trial led to the men’s wrongful conviction.a 

motoring/driving conviction Do you have any motoring convictions?a drug/drugs 
conviction (=for selling or using illegal drugs) He lost his job following a drugs 
conviction.a murder conviction also a homicide conviction AmE (=for killing 

someone) He appealed against his murder conviction.a manslaughter 
conviction (=for killing someone but not deliberately) The judge gave her 
a manslaughter conviction.a felony conviction AmE (=for a serious crime such as 

murder) He got his first felony conviction at the age of 19.a fraud conviction (=for 
deceiving someone to get money) No bank would ever employ someone with a fraud 
conviction.VERBShave a conviction You must declare whether 

you have any convictions.lead to/result in a conviction They offered a reward for 
information leading to the conviction of the killer.get/obtain/secure a 
conviction (=make someone be found guilty) The police are confident of getting a 

conviction. | The prosecution had obtained a conviction based on false evidence.escape 
conviction (=not be found guilty) He was lucky to escape conviction for 
murder.appeal against a conviction (=ask a court of law to change it) The men 

intend to appeal against their convictions.overturn a conviction also quash a 
conviction BrE reverse a conviction AmE (=officially say that it was wrong) The 
Court of Appeal quashed their convictions.uphold a conviction (=officially say that it 

was right) The conviction was upheld by the Supreme Court.conviction + NOUNSthe 
conviction rate (=how many people are found guilty in court) The conviction rate for 
these crimes is increasing.PREPOSITIONSa conviction for sth This was her 

third conviction for theft. 

convincing AC /kənˈvɪnsɪŋ/ adjective  making you believe that something is 

true, real, or rightNOUNSconvincing evidence/proof There is now convincing 

evidence that the Earth’s climate is changing.a convincing argument/case One of 
the most convincing arguments against the death penalty is that an innocent person 
could be killed.a convincing explanation I can’t think of a more convincing 

explanation.a convincing reason There are no convincing reasons to believe this 
story.ADVERBStotally/completely/entirely/utterly convincing His portrayal of the 
ageing boxer is entirely convincing.far from convincing/not remotely 

convincing (=not at all convincing) Their explanation was far from 
convincing.VERBSseem/sound/look convincing This idea sounds convincing at 
first.find sth convincing Many people found his arguments convincing. 

convoluted /ˈkɒnvəluːtɪd $ ˈkɑːn-/ adjective  THESAURUS > complicated 

convoy /ˈkɒnvɔɪ $ ˈkɑːn-/ noun  a group of vehicles or ships travelling together, 

sometimes in order to protect one anotherADJECTIVES/NOUNS + convoyan 
aid/relief/humanitarian convoy (=taking food, clothes, medicine etc to people in 

disaster areas) A relief convoy was turned back at the border.a food convoy Troops 
guard the food convoys.a military/army convoy The military convoy moved towards 
Budapest.a naval convoy The ship is part of a US naval convoy.a troop 

convoy Twenty-eight soldiers were killed in an attack on a troop convoy.a police 
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convoy (=of police vehicles) He was driven off at speed in a police convoy.an armed 

convoy The president travelled to the meeting in an armed convoy.a refugee 
convoy (=of people trying to escape from a war, disaster etc) The refugee 

convoy consisted of several hundred buses and 3,000 people.a truck/vehicle 
convoy The troops’ truck convoy was travelling along the edge of the desert.VERBSjoin 
a convoy Three more cars joined the convoy.lead a convoy Alan led the convoy in his 

blue sports car.escort a convoy (=go with a convoy) Troops will escort convoys of 
emergency food through the war zone.ambush a convoy (=hide and then attack as it 
passes) Gunmen ambushed a convoy of trucks heading north.a convoy 

carries/transports sth The military convoy was carrying supplies to a NATO base.a 
convoy arrives/leaves The convoy arrived carrying 450 tonnes of food.a convoy 
reaches sth When is the convoy expected to reach its destination?PREPOSITIONSa 

convoy of sb/sth A convoy of military vehicles rumbled past.be in a convoy There 
were seven cars in the convoy.in convoy (=travelling together, in separate 
vehicles) We all drove to the beach in convoy. 

cook1 /kʊk/ verb  to prepare food for eating using heatNOUNScook 

rice/vegetables/meat etc Cook the onion until it is soft.cook food She tends 
to cook very spicy food.cook a meal David cooks all his own meals.cook (sb) 

breakfast/lunch/dinner He offered to cook me dinner one evening.VERBSlearn to 
cook She learned to cook from her mother.like/love to cook My dad loves to 
cook.offer to cook Mum always says no when I offer to cook.ADVERBScook sth 

slowly The pumpkin has to be cooked slowly.cook sth gently (=on a low 
heat) Cook the sauce gently for about 5 minutes.cook sth 
thoroughly Cook food thoroughly to destroy bacteria.be well cooked (=cooked for a 

long enough time, or cooked skilfully) Always make sure your food is well cooked.be 
perfectly/beautifully cooked The fish was perfectly cooked.be cooked 
through (=cooked in the middle as well as on the outside) Fry the fish until golden 

and cooked through.be evenly cooked (=cooked the same amount all over and on the 
inside) The cookies must be evenly cooked.freshly cooked (=it has just been 
cooked) Serve the dish with freshly cooked vegetables.ready cooked (=used to 

describe meals that have already been cooked) She heated up a ready cooked curry in 
the microwave.PREPOSITIONScook sth in the oven/in a pan Mushrooms can be fried, 
grilled, or cooked in the oven.cook for sb I’ve offered to cook for some 

friends.PHRASESbe cooked to perfection (=cooked perfectly) All the dishes were 

cooked to perfection by the French chef.THESAURUS: cookMAKE A  

MEALmakebreakfast | lunch | dinner | supper | meal | salad | sandwich | pasta 

| pizza | curry | fish and chips | cheese on toastto cook a meal or a kind of food,  

or get all the parts of it ready:It’s your turn to make 

breakfast. | I made some supper for the children. | He made us a fantastic meal. | I  

think I’ll make a salad for lunch. | She makes her own pasta. Make or cook?When  

talking about meals such as breakfast, lunch or dinner, you usually use make.When  

you use cook, the focus is on heating food, usually in a pan, so that it is ready to  

eat.You can use make about foods that do not need heat, such as salads or  
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sandwiches. preparemeal | food | dish | vegetables | sauceto get a meal or a  

kind of food ready to eat. Prepare is more formal than make:She had prepared a  

delicious meal for them. | The dish takes a long time to prepare. | Anna was in the 

kitchen preparing vegetables. | You can easily prepare a white sauce by melting the 

butter in a pan, then adding the flour.fix AmE informalmeal | something to 

eat | breakfast | lunch | dinner | supper | sandwichto make a meal  

quickly:I’ll fix us something to eat. | When I get home, I fix dinner and watch  

TV. | Mom fixed me a sandwich.rustle up informalmeal | breakfast | supperto cook 

a meal or dish quickly using whatever is available:The book tells you how to rustle  

up an inexpensive meal in a few minutes. | If friends arrived unexpectedly, could  

you rustle up some supper? | I’m not sure what we have in the fridge, but I’m sure I  

can rustle something up.DIFFERENT WAYS OF COOKING 

SOMETHINGbakebread | cake | pie | potato | fish | appleto cook food in an  

oven:She bakes her own bread. | I ordered baked potato topped with  

cheese.roastturkey | chicken | beef | pork | meat | potatoto cook meat in an  

oven, usually in its own juice. You can also roast potatoes in an oven, often using the 

juices from the meat:Roast the meat for 20 minutes. | Roast the potatoes in a hot  

oven. Don’t say roasted potatoes/beef/chicken. Say roast  

potatoes/beef/chicken. fryvegetables | onion | mushroom | egg | bacon | chi

cken | riceto cook food in hot oil or fat in a pan:First of all, fry an onion in some olive 

oil. | I ordered fried  

eggs.sautévegetables | potato | onion | mushroom | chicken | beefto fry  

vegetables or meat for a short time in a small amount of butter or  

oil:Sauté the mushrooms for two minutes. | I had sautéed chicken and rice.stir-

fryvegetables | beef | chicken | prawns | noodlesto fry small pieces of food while  

moving them around continuously:The prawns were served with stir-fried  

vegetables and noodles.deep fryvegetables | fish | prawnsto cook food under the 

surface of hot oil or fat:The vegetables are dipped in batter and then deep 

fried.grillcheese | chicken | meat | steak | fish | vegetables | onion | tomatoto  

cook food over or under strong heat:I’ll have a grilled  

cheese sandwich. | Grill the tomatoes until they turn  

brown.broil AmEchicken | fish | beef | steakto cook food under heat, especially fish  

or chicken:They have the best broiled chicken in town.boilegg | potato | riceto cook 

food in very hot water:He doesn’t even know how to boil an egg. | The dish was served 

with boiled potatoes.steamvegetables | rice | couscousto cook food using  

steam:Steam the vegetables until they are tender.poachegg | fish | pearto cook food 

slowly in hot water, wine, or milk:We had poached eggs on toast. | You 

can poach the pears in white wine.barbecuechicken | fish | beef | ribsto cook food 
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on a metal frame over a fire outdoors:Most American restaurants serve barbecued 

chicken. | They barbecued the fish on a grill.microwaveto cook food in a microwave 

oven:Food that has been microwaved is often very hot in the middle.  

cook2 /kʊk/ noun  someone who prepares and cooks foodADJECTIVESa good 

cook My mother is a very good cook.a great/excellent/fantastic cook Thanks for a 
lovely meal – you’re an excellent cook.a bad/terrible cook I admit I’m a terrible 
cook.a professional cook (=someone who cooks as their job) These knives are used 

by professional cooks.an amateur cook (=someone who cooks for their family or for 
fun, not as their job) The book has lots of advice for the amateur cook.Don’t say He is a 

good cooker. Say He is a good cook.THESAURUS: cookchefa professional cook,  

especially one who works in a restaurant or hotel:The head chef at the hotel is from 

France. | The restaurant is owned by celebrity chef Gordon Ramsay (=a well-known 

chef who often appears on television).  

cookery /ˈkʊkəri/ noun  the art or skill of cookingADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ cookeryFrench/Italian/Indian etc cookery Chillies are used a lot in Mexican 

cookery.vegetarian cookery More and more people are taking an interest 
in vegetarian cookery.basic cookery They learnt basic cookery such as how to make 
an omelette.cordon bleu cookery (=in the style of traditional French cooking of a high 

standard) She did a course in cordon bleu cookery.microwave cookery (=using a 
microwave oven) There are many books on microwave cookery.cookery + NOUNSa 
cookery course I decided to take a three-week cookery course.a cookery 

class/lesson I had basic cookery lessons at school.a cookery 
demonstration (=when someone shows you how to cook something) After the 
cookery demonstration there is a free buffet.a cookery programme BrE a cookery 

program AmE (=showing people how to cook on television) There are a huge number 
of cookery programmes on TV nowadays.a cookery book BrE (=a book of recipes) She 
opened her cookery book and chose a recipe.a cookery writer (=someone who writes 

books or articles about cooking) Julia Childs was a famous American cookery writer. 

cooking /ˈkʊkɪŋ/ noun  the act of making food and cooking 

itADJECTIVES/NOUNS + cookinghome cooking (=food cooked at home, not in a 

restaurant) Home cooking always tastes best.Italian/French/Mexican etc 
cooking Fresh herbs are used a lot in Thai cooking.regional cooking (=food cooked in 
a particular area) Italy is famous for its superb regional cooking.traditional 

cooking Traditional Japanese cooking has five distinctive types of dishes.vegetarian 
cooking I bought a book on vegetarian cooking.slow cooking (=cooking something 
for a long time at a low temperature) Slow cooking gives the dish a better 

flavour.VERBSdo the cooking Who does the cooking in your house?share the 
cooking Pete and I usually share the cooking.like/enjoy cooking I enjoy cooking at 
the weekend.cooking + NOUNScooking facilities (=somewhere to cook, with the 

equipment you need) There are cooking facilities in the apartments.cooking 
utensils (=pots, spoons, knives etc) The kitchen has all the cooking utensils you will 
need.cooking time (=the time a particular thing takes to cook) Adjust the cooking 

time according to the size of the chicken.cooking instructions Follow the cooking 
instructions on the box.a cooking method Grilling is a healthier cooking method than 
frying in oil.cooking oil Fry the chips in the cooking oil.cooking apples (=large, sour 
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apples used in cooking) Add sugar if you are using cooking apples.cooking 

chocolate (=chocolate used for cooking) Melt 200 grams of cooking 

chocolate.THESAURUS: cookingPREPARING FOODgrateto cut cheese, carrot etc  

into small pieces by rubbing it against a special tool:Grate the cheese and sprinkle it  

over the top of the pasta.meltto make butter, chocolate etc become liquid:Melt the 

butter, chocolate, and 1 teaspoon of cream over a low heat.sieve BrE sift AmEto put  

flour or other powders through a sieve (=a tool like a net made of wire, which you use 

for removing larger grains or pieces):Sift the flour and cocoa before adding to the rest  

of the mixture.chopto cut something into pieces, especially using a big knife:Chop up 

the vegetables.diceto cut vegetables or meat into small square pieces:Dice the carrots  

and then fry them in butter.seasonto add salt, pepper etc to food:Season the meat  

before grilling.crushto use a lot of force to break something such as seeds into very  

small pieces or into a powder:Add one clove of crushed garlic.mixto combine different  

foods together:Mix together all the ingredients in one bowl.beat/whiskto mix food 

together quickly with a fork or other tool:Whisk the egg whites until they form soft  

peaks.stirto turn food around with a spoon:Stir the sauce gently to prevent  

burning.fold sth into gently mix another substance into a mixture:Fold in the beaten 

egg whites.kneadto press dough (=a mixture of flour and water) many times with  

your hands when you are making bread:Knead the dough for ten minutes, until  

smooth.drizzleto slowly pour a small amount of a liquid onto something:Drizzle with  

olive oil.let sth standto leave something somewhere, before you do something else  

with it:Let the mixture stand for a couple of hours so that it cools naturally.serveto put  

different foods together as part of a meal:Serve with rice and a salad. | Serve the 

aubergines on a bed of lettuce.  

cool /kuːl/ adjective  THESAURUS > cold1 

cooperate AC /kəʊˈɒpəreɪt $ koʊˈɑːp-/ verb  to work together with someone, in 

order to achieve somethingADVERBScooperate closely The two governments 

are cooperating closely with each other in the fight against terrorism.cooperate 
fully (=completely) We will, of course, cooperate fully with the 
inquiry.PREPOSITIONScooperate with sb The US troops will continue to cooperate 

with local forces.PHRASESbe willing/ready/prepared to cooperate He says he 
is willing to cooperate with the police and help them find the killer.agree to 
cooperate The countries all agreed to cooperate in protecting the 

environment.refuse/fail to cooperate People who refuse to cooperate could face 
prosecution. 

cooperation AC /kəʊˌɒpəˈreɪʃən $ koʊˌɑːp-/ noun  working together with 

someone to achieve something that you both wantADJECTIVEScomplete/full 
cooperation We hope to have your complete cooperation. | They have promised 
their full cooperation with the investigation.close cooperation We work in close 

cooperation with many local agencies.better/greater cooperation Without better 
cooperation from students, we will not succeed.active cooperation There is active 
cooperation between the two schools.effective cooperation He criticized a lack 
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of effective cooperation among the staff.mutual cooperation (=when both people, 

groups etc cooperate) Because of the size of the task, mutual cooperation was 
essential.political/economic/military cooperation The association deals with trade 

and economic cooperation. | Officials from the two countries met to discuss military 
cooperation.international cooperation We need greater international cooperation to 
solve the problem.bilateral/multilateral cooperation (=between two countries or 

several countries) The two countries want to increase bilateral cooperation in the 
future.VERBShave sb’s cooperation He promised we would have his 
full cooperation.get sb’s cooperation also gain/secure sb’s cooperation formal If 

we can gain the cooperation of other users, we are much more likely to 
succeed.give/offer (sb) your cooperation Many local businesses 
have offered their cooperation.need/require sb’s 

cooperation Schools need the cooperation of parents.ensure sb’s 
cooperation (=make sure that someone cooperates) We ensured their cooperation by 
offering a reward.improve/increase cooperation We need to improve 

cooperation with foreign governments in the fight against drugs.strengthen 
cooperation (=increase it) They spoke about the need 
to strengthen international cooperation.encourage/promote cooperation (=make 

people want to work together) The programme will promote cooperation between 
universities and industry.call for/seek cooperation (=ask for it) He called 
for solidarity and cooperation to rebuild the damaged city.facilitate 

cooperation (=make it easier) This facilitates cooperation with other 
organizations.PREPOSITIONScooperation with sb Cooperation with other countries is 
important.cooperation between/among sb There should be more cooperation 

between management and workers.cooperation from sb The school got 
no cooperation from her parents.with/without sb’s 
cooperation Without your cooperation we would not have succeeded.in cooperation 

with sb A study was done in cooperation with oil companies.PHRASESa lack of 
cooperation There was a lack of cooperation among the staff at the hospital.a need 
for cooperation There is a need for closer cooperation between the departments.a 

spirit of cooperation We have a great spirit of cooperation in the team. 

coordination AC /kəʊˌɔːdəˈneɪʃən, kəʊˌɔːdɪˈneɪʃən $ koʊˌɔːr-/ noun  1. the 

activity of making sure that people or organizations work together 

wellADJECTIVESclose coordination The police are working in close coordination with 
the army.good/effective coordination There is very good coordination between local 
community groups. | Better coordination between different agencies might have been 

able to prevent the attacks.poor coordination Poor coordination is preventing supplies 
from getting through to the people who need them.overall coordination (=general 
coordination) Who is in charge of overall coordination of the 

work?VERBSimprove/strengthen coordination The group was set up in order 
to improve coordination between schools and universities.ensure 
coordination (=make sure that it happens) To ensure coordination, a project team 

with members from the various departments may be set 
up.PREPOSITIONScoordination between sb/sth (and sb/sth) He is in charge 
of coordination between the government and the aid organizations.coordination with 

sb Coordination with officials in other countries is not always easy.coordination of 
sb/sth We need better coordination of public services so that money is not wasted.in 
coordination with sb The program is being carried out in coordination with the United 
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Nations High Commissioner for Refugees.PHRASESlack of coordination Local officials 

began to complain about the lack of coordination between federal agencies.the 
degree/level of coordination I was impressed by the degree of coordination between 

the banks and the other financial institutions.a need for coordination Within 
government, there is a need for greater coordination.2. the way in which your muscles 
move together when you perform a movementADJECTIVESgood coordination He’s 

good at sports because he has good coordination.poor coordination (=not 
good) People who have the illness often have poor coordination and they are unable to 
do simple tasks.physical coordination She lacks the physical coordination needed to 

put her shoes on the right way.hand-eye/hand-to-eye coordination Computer 
games help to develop your hand-eye coordination.VERBSimprove/develop your 
coordination Dancing is an excellent way of improving your coordination.lose your 

coordination As the illness progressed, he lost his coordination and he found it difficult 
to walk in a straight line. 

cope /kəʊp $ koʊp/ verb  to succeed in dealing with a difficult problem or 

situationVERBScan/can’t cope Older people can’t cope very well with the heat.be 

able/unable to cope Some new mothers feel that they aren’t able to cope.have to 
cope You’ll just have to cope somehow.struggle to cope Hospital wards are struggling 

to cope with the injured.try to cope Don’t try to cope on your own.learn to cope In 
this job, you’ll have to learn to cope with pressure.ADVERBScope well Most 
schools coped well with the change.cope easily The exam was tough but she coped 

easily.cope successfully/effectively Careful planning will help you to cope 
successfully.cope admirably (=very well, in a way that should be admired) She coped 
admirably with a very demanding schedule.cope adequately (=well enough) The 

patient seems to be coping adequately.cope financially How would you cope 
financially if you lost your job?PREPOSITIONScope with sth How well do you cope 
with stress?PHRASESfind it difficult/hard to cope Sometimes I find it hard to 

cope. | We were finding it difficult to cope financially.have difficulty/trouble 
coping If you are having difficulty coping, don’t be afraid to ask for help.cope as best 
you can (=as well as you can) People whose homes had been destroyed just had 

to cope as best they could.sb’s ability to cope The bears’ survival will depend on their 
ability to cope with a changing environment.a way of coping Working hard was a way 
of coping with his grief.coping skills We help people learn coping skills to deal with 

these pressures.a coping strategy (=a way of coping with something) Some people 
use humour as a coping strategy. 

copy1 /ˈkɒpi $ ˈkɑːpi/ noun (plural copies)  1. something that is made to be 

exactly like another thingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + copya good/close/accurate 
copy (=very like the original) It’s not an original painting, but it’s a very good copy.a 
faithful copy (=accurate) The statue is a faithful copy of one in the palace gardens.an 

exact/identical/perfect copy She had a ring made that was an exact copy of her 
grandmother’s.a bad/poor copy All he has done is produce poor copies of other 
people’s work.a cheap copy A market stall was selling cheap copies of designer 

handbags.an illegal copy They warned us about buying illegal copies of the 
software.hard copy (=information from a computer printed on paper) I like to see hard 
copy of important documents.a back-up copy (=made in case the original is lost) Be 

sure you regularly make back-up copies of your data.a draft copy (=a version of a 
document that is not the final version) He showed me a draft copy of the contract.the 
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master copy (=the main version from which copies are made) All the documents were 

printed from this master copy.an electronic copy (=on computer) We keep electronic 
copies of all the documents.a paper/printed copy I need a paper copy of the 

email.VERBSmake/create a copy of sth Make a copy of the letter before you send 
it.take a copy (=make a copy of a document) He asked his secretary to take a copy of 
the letter.keep/save a copy of sth Did you keep a copy of the email?send/email 

(sb) a copy of sth Could you send me a copy of the agreement?attach a copy of 
sth (=put it with an email) I’m attaching a copy of the schedule.enclose a copy (=put 
it in a letter) I enclose a copy of my resume.download a copy of sth You 

can download a copy of the contract from our website.print a copy also run off a 
copy informal She printed a copy of the email and put it in a file.PREPOSITIONSa copy 
of sth The rug is a copy of a fine Chinese carpet.2. one of many books, magazines, 

DVDs etc that are all exactly the sameVERBSsth sells hundreds/thousands etc of 
copies The book has sold millions of copies.print/produce copies of sth The 
publishers printed 30,000 copies of the magazine.distribute/circulate copies of 

sth (=give them to a group of people) Someone has been circulating copies of the 
leaflet among students.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + copya free copy also a complimentary 
copy formal He was handing out free copies of his latest book.a spare copy Do you 

have a spare copy of the disk?your own/personal copy Each student has their own 
copy of the book.a hardback/paperback copy (=a book with a hard cover or a paper 
cover) Paperback copies are available from bookshops.a signed copy (=signed by the 

author) She sent me a signed copy of her autobiography.an advance copy (=given to 
someone before it is available to the public) The publishers sent me an advance copy of 
the book.a back copy (=an old copy of a newspaper or magazine, not the most recent 

one) He searched through back copies of the newspaper.a well-thumbed copy (=that 
has been read many times) A well-thumbed copy of the Bible lay on the desk.a 
pristine copy (=in perfect condition) In the box were 20 pristine copies of Vogue 

magazine. 

copy2 /ˈkɒpi $ ˈkɑːpi/ verb  1. to deliberately make or produce something that is 

exactly like another thingNOUNScopy a file/CD/DVD Press control and ‘C’ on your 

keyboard to copy a file.copy a letter/document/photograph Please could 
you copy this letter for me?copy a painting/sculpture I tried to copy his paintings to 
learn how to paint.ADVERBScopy sth illegally The films they were selling had 

been copied illegally.be widely copied (=by many people) Michelangelo’s statues 
were widely copied.PREPOSITIONScopy sth onto sth Copy the file onto your hard 
disk.copy sth from sth DNA is copied from one cell to another.PHRASEScopy and 

paste (=copy computer text and put it somewhere else) You can copy and paste the 

file onto your hard drive.THESAURUS: copyphotocopyto copy a document,  

picture, article etc onto a piece of paper, using a special machine:I’ll photocopy the 

article for you. You can also say make/take a photocopy (of sth): The customs  

officer made a photocopy of my passport. reproduceto print a copy of a picture or  

document, especially in a book or newspaper:The image was reproduced in magazines  

and newspapers around the world. | The paintings are reproduced by kind permission  

of the Tate Gallery (=used when saying that someone has allowed you to print a copy 

of something).forgesignature | note | billto illegally copy something written or  
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printed:He forged my signature in order to get money out of my account (=he copied 

the way I sign my name). | Police found thousands of pounds  

of forged £10 notes. | They want to make dollar bills harder  

to forge.pirateDVDs | videos | movies | films | music | software | copy | version

 | goods | productsto illegally copy and sell something, usually in large 

quantities. Pirate sounds rather informal and is often used in news 

reports:Manufacturers of pirated DVDs face big fines. | The company removes pirated  

videos from its website whenever copyright owners complain. | They were accused 

of pirating music through file-sharing on the internet. | The survey suggests that 27% 

of software in the UK has been pirated. | Police can locate internet sites that  

have pirated copies of the game. | Pirated versions of American movies are sold on  

DVDs in many countries. | Customs agents so far this year have seized pirated  

goods worth $156 million.2. to use someone else’s words, answers, or ideas instead of 

your ownNOUNScopy sb’s idea Be creative – don’t just copy other people’s ideas.copy 
sb’s work If the teacher sees you copying anyone else’s work, you will be in 

trouble.copy sb’s style Many young photographers 
have copied his style.ADVERBSblatantly copy sth (=in an obvious way, without trying 
to hide it) The idea was blatantly copied from the company’s 

competitors.blindly/slavishly copy sth (=exactly, without thinking for yourself) His 
designs have been slavishly copied by other fashion designers.VERBSaccuse sb of 
copying sb They have been accused of copying other bands.catch sb copying 

sb (=notice someone looking at someone else’s work and copying it) Any 
student caught copying will fail the test.PREPOSITIONScopy from sb (=cheat by 
copying someone else’s work) David had copied from the girl next to 

him.THESAURUS: 

copyplagiarize also plagiarise BrEwork | book | essay | speechto copy things  

that other people have written and pretend that they are your own work:He denied  

that he had plagiarized the work of other scientists. | The website is popular with  

students who are looking to plagiarise essays. | He accused Obama 

of plagiarising his speeches. | The book was plagiarized from another book by Sir  

Everard Digby. The activity of copying other people’s work is  

called plagiarism: There have been accusations of plagiarism. stealidea | designto  

take someone else’s ideas and use them without permission, in order to make money 

from them. You use steal especially when this seems shocking:He was worried that  

someone else would steal his idea. | The inventor claims that the 

company stole his design for a vacuum cleaner. | Picasso once famously said: “Good 

artists copy, great artists steal.”3. to write down words or numbers exactly as you read 

or hear themNOUNScopy an address/phone number I copied the address in my 
notebook.copy information/details She copied all the relevant information from the 

website. | Copy all the details onto a blank sheet of paper.ADVERBScopy sth 
carefully He copied her name carefully into his address book.copy sth 
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laboriously/meticulously (=very carefully) He had meticulously copied hundreds of 

names.copy sth faithfully (=so it is exactly like the original) I have 
faithfully copied his words.copy sth accurately It is important to copy the place 

names accurately.copy sth word for word/verbatim (=using someone’s exact 
words) Students need to learn to write using their own words, rather than just copying 
verbatim from books.PREPOSITIONScopy (sth) from sth Copy the vocabulary 

list from the whiteboard. | The children just copy from textbooks.copy sth into a 
book/notebook He copied the number into his notebook.4. to do the same as 
someone else: Children often copy adult behaviour. I learned to cook by watching my 

mother and copying her. 

copyright /ˈkɒpiraɪt $ ˈkɑː-/ noun  the legal right to control who uses a song, 

book, design etcVERBShave/own/hold the copyright Who owns the copyright of this 
book? | The composer holds the copyright to the song.be protected by copyright The 

database is protected by copyright.infringe/violate copyright (= print or use 
something without the owner’s permission) If you copy software without paying for it, 
you are infringing copyright. | A court decided that the doll was too similar to Barbie 

dolls and thus violated copyright (= they were using the design without the owner’s 
permission).the copyright expires (=it ends) The copyright usually expires at the end 

of 50 years.copyright + NOUNSthe copyright owner/holder Copyright owners say 
they have lost millions of dollars because of music file-sharing sites.a copyright 
infringement/violation (=the offence of using material without the copyright holder’s 

permission) Copyright infringements can result in big fines.copyright law Copyright 
law allows you to quote from other works as long as you note where the quotation 
comes from.copyright protection To qualify for copyright protection, a work of art 

must be original.PREPOSITIONSthe copyright on sth The copyright on the 
photographs belongs to the agency, not to the photographers.out of copyright (=no 
longer protected by copyright) His books are out of copyright in the US.in 

copyright (=protected by copyright) In the UK, songs remain in copyright for the 
lifetime of the composer plus fifty years.PHRASESbe subject to copyright (=protected 
by copyright) The government put the information on the web, and it is not subject to 

copyright.breach of copyright (=breaking copyright law) The original author sued the 
publishers for breach of copyright. 

cordial /ˈkɔːdiəl $ ˈkɔːrdʒəl/ adjective  THESAURUS > friendly 

core adjective  THESAURUS > basic (1), main 

corner /ˈkɔːnə $ ˈkɔːrnər/ noun  1. a point or place where two lines, edges, walls 

etc meetADJECTIVESthe top/bottom corner The ball flew straight into the top 

corner of the net.the far/opposite corner (=furthest from where you are) Something 
was moving in the far corner of the garden.the right-hand/left-hand corner We 
followed the path to the left-hand corner of the field. | Put your address in the 

top right-hand corner of the page.a quiet/dark corner (=in a room, garden etc) He 
sat on his own in a quiet corner of the library. | I suddenly noticed a man sitting in 
a dark corner of the room.a shady corner (=protected from the sun in a garden) Plant 

the herbs in a shady corner of the garden.the southeast/northwest etc corner I 
was staying in the southwest corner of the island.NOUNSa corner table The waiter 
showed us to a corner table.a corner seat He got a corner seat in an empty carriage.a 

corner cupboard BrE (=that fits into a corner) The cups are in the corner cupboard.a 
corner flag (=on a sports pitch) His shot hit the corner flag.a corner pocket (=on a 
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pool or snooker table) The ball went straight into the corner pocket.PREPOSITIONSin 

a/the corner They had a red flag with a golden star in the corner.on the corner She 
sat on the corner of her bed.PHRASESright in the corner (=very close to where two 

edges or lines meet) There’s a spider right in the corner of the window.the four 
corners of sth Each team stands in one of the four corners of the pool.the corner of 
your mouth (=the side of your mouth) There was blood coming from the corner 

of his mouth.out of the corner of your eye (=to one side, when you are not looking 
directly at something) Out of the corner of her eye, she saw a flash of light.2. the point 
where two roads meetADJECTIVES/NOUNS + cornera street corner She waited for her 

friend on the street corner.a tight/sharp corner (=very curved and difficult to drive 
around) Go slowly because there’s a sharp corner up ahead.a blind corner (=one that 
you cannot see around) The car had come around a blind corner much too 

fast.VERBSturn the corner (=go around a corner) I walked on and turned the 
corner into Church Road.come/go around a corner At that moment, a police 
car came around the corner.round a corner (=come around it) A tall good-looking 

man rounded the corner.approach a corner Reduce your speed as 
you approach the corner.take a corner (=go around it in a vehicle) He took the 
corner too fast and crashed into a tree.disappear around a corner We watched the 

two boys disappear around the corner.corner + NOUNSa corner shop BrE a corner 
store AmE Go and get some bread from the corner shop.the corner house We live 
in the corner house.PREPOSITIONSon a corner They stood on the corner chatting.at 

the corner We met in the café at the corner of the street.around the corner (=very 
near here) There’s a postbox just around the corner. 

corporate AC /ˈkɔːpərət, ˈkɔːpərɪt $ ˈkɔːr-/ adjective  belonging to or relating to 

a corporationNOUNScorporate headquarters (=a big company’s main offices) The 
company is moving its corporate headquarters from New York to Houston.corporate 
profits US corporate profits were higher than expected.the corporate sector (=the 

area of business involving big companies) The UK corporate sector is very 
competitive.the corporate world After 15 years, I really wanted to escape the 
corporate world.corporate culture (=the way the people in a big company think and 

behave) We need to change the corporate culture to accept family-friendly policies.the 
corporate ladder (=the levels in a big company, that you move up in your career) He 
climbed up the corporate ladder until he became vice-president.corporate 

identity/image (=the way a company presents itself to the public) Companies are 
always anxious to protect their corporate image. | Our new logo is part of the process 
of developing our corporate identity.corporate hospitality (=entertainment provided 

by companies for their customers) The castle can be hired for corporate 
hospitality.corporate clients/customers The bank has some big corporate 
clients.corporate finance (=relating to the money big companies need to run their 

businesses) I was trying to get a job in corporate finance.corporate 
planning/strategy (=planning what a big company needs to do to succeed) Roche is 
the man in charge of corporate planning.corporate executive/manager He is a 

highly paid corporate executive.corporate corruption/crime Corporate crime is not 
visible in the way that conventional crime is.corporate greed Corporate greed has 
ruined the lives of millions of people.corporate structure (=the way in which the parts 

of a big company are organized) The company has a new corporate structure and a new 
management. 
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correct /kəˈrekt/ adjective  having no 

mistakesADVERBSabsolutely/perfectly/entirely correct (=correct in every 
way) What he said was perfectly correct.broadly/essentially/basically correct (=in 
most ways) The results of his research are essentially correct.grammatically 

correct (=written or spoken with correct grammar) The sentence is grammatically 
correct, but doesn’t sound natural.factually correct (=having all the correct 
facts) Newspaper articles are not always factually correct.technically 

correct (=according to the exact details of a rule or law) The referee was technically 
correct in not allowing the goal.not strictly correct (=not completely) It’s not strictly 
correct to say he lied.partially/partly correct Her answer was only partially 

correct.politically correct (=used to describe language and behaviour that are 
carefully chosen so they do not offend anyone) It’s not politically correct to describe 
people as ‘disabled’.NOUNSthe correct answer Score one point for each correct 

answer.correct information I’m not sure that I’ve been given the correct 
information.the correct address/phone number Make sure you have the correct 
address before you set off.the correct size/temperature/position He cut the wood 

to the correct size.the correct order Put these numbers in the correct order.a correct 
entry (=answer in a competition) The first five correct entries will win a prize.correct 

spelling/grammar/pronunciation I’m never sure of the correct spelling of words like 
‘accommodation’. | It is important to use correct grammar when applying for a 
job. | The dictionary will help you learn the correct pronunciation.the correct 

term (=the correct word) What is the correct term for someone who is from the 
Netherlands?the correct way of doing sth She asked me about the correct way 
of replying to a wedding invitation.a correct assumption (=something that you rightly 

think is true) Your assumption is correct – I am married.a correct diagnosis (=a 
doctor’s right judgement about what illness someone has) His doctors finally arrived at 
a correct diagnosis.VERBSprove correct (=be shown to be true) Fortunately, my 

memory proved correct.seem correct All the paperwork seemed 
correct.PREPOSITIONScorrect in sth Do you think they are correct in their view that 
change is needed?correct about sth You were correct about how she would react. 

correlation /ˌkɒrəˈleɪʃən, ˌkɒrɪˈleɪʃən $ ˌkɔː-, ˌkɑː-/ noun  a connection between 

two ideas, facts etc, especially when one may be the cause of the otherADJECTIVESa 
significant correlation There is no significant correlation between age and work 

performance.a strong/high/close correlation (=things are closely related) They 
found a high correlation between drinking alcohol and violence.a poor/weak 
correlation (=things are not closely related) The graph shows whether there is a 

strong or weak correlation between two values.a general/broad correlation (=in 
most situations, but not all) There is a general correlation between body size and the 
size of our brains.a direct correlation Research showed a direct correlation between 

TV viewing and poor academic work.a clear/obvious correlation There is a clear 
correlation between carbon dioxide emissions and global warming.a positive 
correlation (=if one thing increases, the other also increases) They found a positive 

correlation between income and health.a negative/inverse correlation (=if one thing 
increases, the other decreases) Is there an inverse correlation between a person’s 
weight and the distance they walk on an average day?VERBSshow a 

correlation also demonstrate a correlation formal Studies have shown a 
correlation between crime and poverty.find a correlation also identify/establish a 
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correlation formal Researchers failed to find any correlation between the two.observe 

a correlation A correlation has been observed between untidiness and creativity.a 
correlation exists/there is a correlation A strong correlation exists between social 

class and exam success. | There is a correlation between social class and people’s 
health.PREPOSITIONSa correlation between sth and sth Is there a correlation 
between health and happiness? | There is a direct correlation between the best-known 

brands and the best-selling brands.a correlation with sth He noticed a correlation 
with the time of year. | There’s also some correlation with social class. 

correspondent /ˌkɒrəˈspɒndənt, ˌkɒrɪˈspɒndənt $ ˌkɔːrəˈspɑːn-, ˌkɔːrɪˈspɑːn-, ˌkɑː-

/ noun  a journalist reporting news from a particular area or on a particular 

subjectADJECTIVES/NOUNS + correspondenta foreign correspondent (=reporting on 
other countries) She works as a foreign correspondent for the ‘New York Times’.a 
political correspondent The report was from their political correspondent in 

Washington.a newspaper/television/radio correspondent The president 
told newspaper correspondents about his plans last night.a 
sports/education/health/science etc correspondent Here is our sports 

correspondent with all the details of yesterday’s game.a war correspondent A war 
correspondent from ‘The Sunday Times’ was killed by rebel soldiers.a diplomatic 

correspondent (=who reports about relations between countries) The 
BBC’s diplomatic correspondent is in Beijing to cover the story.a special 
correspondent (=one with a special area of responsibility) She is the paper’s special 

correspondent for the environment.the Beijing/Cairo/Washington etc 
correspondent (=sending reports from a particular place) This report comes direct 
from our Tel Aviv correspondent.a royal correspondent (=who reports about the 

king, queen etc) The alleged comments were made during a conversation with royal 
correspondent James Whitaker.PREPOSITIONSa correspondent for/with sth She is a 
political correspondent with ‘The Washington Post’. 

corrupt /kəˈrʌpt/ adjective  dishonest and immoral, because people use power to 

get advantages for themselvesNOUNSa corrupt official/politician/police officer 
etc Corrupt judges have taken millions of dollars in bribes.a corrupt 
government/regime The government is completely corrupt and it is impossible to get 

anything done without paying bribes.corrupt practices The police were found to be 
guilty of bribery and other corrupt practices.ADVERBSdeeply corrupt (=very 

corrupt) The book examines the deeply corrupt relationship between corporations and 
the government.totally/completely/utterly corrupt The elections will not be fair, 
because the government is totally corrupt.politically corrupt The country has a 

reputation for being politically corrupt.morally corrupt The mine owners were wicked 
and morally corrupt.inherently corrupt (=corrupt because of the way it is 

organized) The present system of giving honours is inherently corrupt.THESAURUS: 

corrupt→ dishonest  

corruption /kəˈrʌpʃən/ noun  dishonest or immoral behaviour by people with 

powerADJECTIVES/NOUNS + corruptionpolitical/financial corruption The country has 
a long history of political corruption.government/police corruption There will be an 
inquiry into police corruption.widespread corruption (=in many areas) There 

is widespread corruption in government.corruption is rife (=it is very 
common) Corruption is rife among government officials.rampant corruption (=it is 
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common, especially in a way that seems shocking) The country faced major problems, 

including rampant corruption.corruption is endemic (=it is so common that it is part 
of the system) In their political system, corruption is endemic.high-level 

corruption (=among senior officials) The new minister has promised to end high-level 
corruption.VERBSfight/tackle corruption (=try to stop it) He criticized the minister 
for failing to fight corruption within government.root out/weed out corruption (=find 

and stop it) The president is launching a new campaign to root out corruption.stamp 
out/eradicate corruption (=stop it completely) The party’s chairman called for action 
to stamp out corruption.expose/uncover corruption (=show that it exists) He wrote 

a newspaper article exposing corruption in government.corruption + NOUNSa 
corruption scandal All the newspapers are reporting the latest government corruption 
scandal.a corruption investigation/probe She is the officer in charge of 

the corruption investigation.a corruption case This is the most serious corruption 

case in the history of football. Moral corruption is used when people behave badly  

because they have lost their sense of the difference between right and wrong: Some  

people see television as a cause of moral corruption among young  

people. PHRASESallegations/charges of corruption The club’s chairman has 

strongly denied allegations of corruption.bribery and corruption It seems that bribery 
and corruption were widespread in the council. 

cosmetics /kɒzˈmetɪks $ kɑːz-/ noun  creams, powders, colours etc that women 

use to make themselves look more attractivecosmetics + NOUNSa cosmetics 
company/maker This cosmetics company specializes in make-up for African-American 

women.the cosmetics industry The cosmetics industry often makes claims about 
products that are supposed to make women look younger.VERBStest cosmetics on 

animals I think it is wrong to test cosmetics on animals. Cosmetics or make-

up?You use cosmetics when talking in general about beauty products. You  

use make-up when talking about what a particular woman puts on her face, skin etc  

to make herself look more attractive. You say She wears a lot of make-up. (not ‘She  

wears a lot of cosmetics’).Actors and performers wear make-up when they go on  

stage.  

cost1 /kɒst $ kɒːst/ noun  1. the amount of money that you have to pay in order 

to buy, do, or produce somethingADJECTIVEShigh/low cost Drivers are angry about 

the high cost of fuel.the average cost of sth The average cost of a wedding is around 
$25,000.the total/full cost The total cost of the project was over $30 million. | The 

employer pays the full cost of health insurance.the annual/monthly cost The annual 
cost of membership has increased.the estimated cost The estimated cost of the 
repairs was £3,000.exorbitant/extortionate cost (=much too high) The cost of court 

cases is exorbitant.prohibitive cost (=so high that people cannot afford to buy or do 
something) People in poor countries are dying because of the prohibitive cost of 
drugs.the rising cost of sth Older people are worried about the rising cost 
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of electricity.the escalating/spiralling cost of sth (=rising very quickly) Foreign 

goods are more expensive because of escalating transport costs.the final cost No one 
knows what the final cost will be.VERBS + costpay/cover the cost also meet/bear 

the cost formal His parents have offered to meet the cost of his college fees.afford 
the cost Many people cannot afford the cost of the 
treatment.cut/reduce/lower/bring down the cost If you go later in the year, it 

will bring down the cost of your holiday.keep the cost down (=make the cost as low 
as possible) Companies are using fewer workers in order to keep their 
employment costs down.increase/push up the cost The new tax will increase the 

cost of owning a car.incur costs formal (=have to pay costs) She drives hundreds of 
miles a week, incurring huge fuel costs.recover/recoup the cost formal (=get back 
money that you spent on something) They’ll start to recoup the cost of building the 

hotel when the first guests arrive.cost + VERBSthe cost rises/goes up The cost of 
electricity has risen again.the cost falls/goes down The average cost of a flight has 
fallen considerably.NOUNS + costlabour/production/transport etc costs The 

company employs hundreds of workers, so labour costs are very 
high.running/operating costs (=the amount it costs to run a machine, system, or 
business) The new technology is cheaper and the running costs are 

lower.administrative costs (=the cost of running an organization or for paying for 
things to be done as part of an official system) There have been complaints about poor 
customer service and high administrative costs.borrowing costs (=the amount it costs 

to borrow money from a bank) Interest rates and borrowing costs are likely to be 
higher next year.PHRASESthe cost of living (=the amount you need to pay for food, 
clothes etc) People are complaining about the rising cost of living.at a cost of (=used 

for saying what the cost of something is) They’ve built a new factory, at a cost of £10 
million.at no extra cost (=without having to pay more money) Many of these services 

are available to guests at no extra cost. Cost or price?You use price when talking  

about the exact money that you have to pay when you buy something in a shop, or  

pay to use something: The price is on the back cover of the book. The price includes  

breakfast.You often use cost when talking in a general way about whether something  

is expensive or cheap, rather than the exact price: The cost of living in Sweden is  

very high. The cost of insurance keeps going up.Costs is also used about the total  

amount of money that a company or organization spends: Companies are always  

trying to find ways of cutting costs. THESAURUS: costpricethe amount of money 

you must pay for something that is for sale:Prices were lower in those days. | Stores  

are charging higher prices for electronic goods. | They sell good-quality clothes  

at reasonable prices. | How much is the price of a plane ticket to New York?valuethe 

amount of money that something is worth:A new kitchen can increase the value of  

your home. | The value of your investment can go down as well as up.chargethe 

amount that you have to pay for a service or to use something:Bank charges have 
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increased. | There is a small delivery charge. | Hotel guests may use the gym for a  

small charge.feethe amount you have to pay to enter a place or join a group, or for  

the services of a professional person such as a lawyer or a doctor:There is no entrance 

fee to get into the museum. | The membership fee is £125 a year. | We had to pay a  

lot of money in legal fees.farethe amount you have to pay to travel somewhere by 

bus, plane, train etc:I didn’t even have enough money for my bus fare. | The train  

company has announced big fare increases. | The air fare to London is just under  

$500.rentthe amount you have to pay to live in or use a place that you do not  

own:The rent on his apartment is $800 a month. | Rents are high in this area. | People  

are attracted by the low rents.ratea charge that is set according to a standard  

scale:Most TV stations offer special rates to local advertisers. | Banks are able to  

charge high rates of interest.tollthe amount you have to pay to travel on some roads  

or bridges:You have to pay tolls on many French motorways. | The government is  

planning to introduce road tolls to reduce traffic congestion.2. the damage, losses, or 

other bad effects that are caused by 

somethingADJECTIVESgreat/huge/enormous/heavy/terrible cost They succeeded 
in capturing the city at great cost in terms of human life.personal cost He was 
determined to continue with his work, regardless of the personal cost.the social 

cost The social cost of their policies was enormous and many people lost their jobs.the 
human cost His photographs show the human cost of war.the environmental cost In 
spite of the benefits they bring, cars carry a massive environmental cost.the full 

cost The full cost of the disaster may never be known.VERBSpay the cost Future 
generations will have to pay the cost of our failure to protect the environment.sth 
comes at a cost/carries a cost Her success as a singer came at a huge cost to her 

personal life.PREPOSITIONSthe cost to sb/sth The cost to local wildlife was 
enormous.at a cost The Russians defeated the invasion at the cost of millions of 
lives.PHRASESat any cost/at all costs (=even though it may cause a lot of 

problems) He wanted to win, at any cost.find/learn/discover sth to your cost (=to 
realise something because of a bad experience) Superior strength does not necessarily 
mean victory, as the US learned to its cost in Vietnam. 

cost2 /kɒst $ kɒːst/ verb  to have a particular pricePHRASEScost a lot The course 

is good but it costs a lot.cost a fortune/cost the earth informal (=have a very high 
price) The ring must have cost a fortune.not cost (very) much The drug does not cost 

very much.cost sth per minute/hour/year etc Calls cost only 2p per minute.not 
cost (sb) a penny (=cost nothing) Using the internet, you can make phone calls 
that don’t cost a penny.cost sth per person also cost sth per head formal A 

meal costs £80 per person.THESAURUS: costbe especially spokento cost a  

particular amount of money:These shoes were only £5.be priced at sthto have a  

particular price – used when giving the exact price that a shop or company charges for  

something:Tickets are priced at $20 for adults and $10 for kids.retail at sthto be sold  

in shops at a particular price – used especially in business:The scissors retail at £1.99 

in department stores.sell/go for sthused for saying what people usually pay for  

something:Houses in this area sell for around £200,000.fetchused for saying what  
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people pay for something, especially at a public sale:The painting fetched over $8,000 

at auction. | A sports car built for Mussolini is expected to fetch nearly £1 million at  

auction.set sb back sth informalto cost someone a lot of money:A good set of  

speakers will set you back around £150.come toif a bill comes to a particular amount,  

it adds up to that amount:The bill came to £100 between four of us.  

costly adjective  THESAURUS > expensive 

costs nounTHESAURUS > spending 

costume /ˈkɒstjʊm $ ˈkɑːstuːm/ noun  a set of special clothes – used especially 

about clothes worn by actors, traditional clothes worn by people who live in a place, or 
clothes worn by people who lived at a time in the pastADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ costumethe traditional costume The local women were dressed in their traditional 

costumes.the national costume (=the clothes that are traditionally worn in a 
country) The men were wearing the Japanese national costume.period 
costume/historical costume (=clothes like those worn at a particular time) The play 

is set in the 1700s, and the actors wear period costumes. | At the museum, the pupils 
can wear historical costume and use objects from the Victorian period.a 
clown/fairy/rabbit etc costume He wore a red-striped clown costume and big 

shoes.a fancy-dress costume BrE The shop hires out fancy-dress costumes for 
parties.a colourful costume BrE a colorful costume AmE The actors wore colourful 
costumes.an elaborate/lavish costume (=expensive and detailed) The film 

features lavish costumes and spectacular sets.an outlandish costume (=very 
strange) He used to play guitar and wear outlandish costumes in a punk band.a 
swimming/bathing costume BrE (=clothes worn for swimming) I’ve forgotten to 

bring my bathing costume.a Halloween costume Children in Halloween 
costumes knocked on neighbor’s doors, holding bags full of candy.VERBSwear a 
costume/be dressed in a costume The children wore witch costumes for 

Halloween.costume + NOUNSa costume change In forty minutes, the singer performed 
eight songs and had six costume changes.a costume party AmE (=a party at which 
people dress like a famous person, or dress like a particular kind of person) They went 

to a costume party dressed as cowboys.a costume drama (=a play or TV programme 
set in the past, so that the actors must wear costumes) He got the lead part in 
a costume drama, an adaptation of a Dickens novel.PHRASESin full costume The 

rehearsal will be in full costume. 

cosy /ˈkəʊzi $ ˈkoʊzi/ adjective  THESAURUS > comfortable 

cottage /ˈkɒtɪdʒ $ ˈkɑː-/ noun  a small house in the countryADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ cottagea little/small/tiny cottage He lived all his life in a small cottage by the 
river.a country cottage (=in the countryside) We dreamed of leaving the city and 
buying a country cottage.a thatched cottage (=with a roof made from dry straw) The 

village is full of traditional thatched cottages.a stone cottage They live in an old stone 
cottage with a thatched roof.a holiday cottage BrE (=that people use or rent for 
holidays) We rented a holiday cottage in Wales.a weekend/summer cottage (=that 

the owners go to at weekends or in the summer) They live in London but they also 
have a weekend cottage by the sea.a remote cottage (=far from any towns) They 
spent the weekend in a remote cottage in the mountains.a picturesque 

cottage (=pretty) We rented a picturesque cottage on the coast.VERBSlive in a 
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cottage She lives in a pretty little cottage in the country.rent/hire a 

cottage also take a cottage formal We’ve rented a cottage in the Highlands for New 
Year.have/own a cottage It would be nice to have a weekend cottage. 

cotton /ˈkɒtn $ ˈkɑːtn/ noun, adjective  a natural cloth or thread made from the 

white fibres of a plantcotton + NOUNSa cotton shirt/dress/jacket etc She 
wears cotton dresses in summer.cotton cloth/fabric I always choose sheets made 
of cotton fabric.cotton thread (=used for sewing) Repair the holes in your socks 

with cotton thread.a cotton field/farmer/plantation etc Her grandparents worked 
in cotton fields in Texas.the cotton industry/trade The cotton industry began in the 
18th century.a cotton mill (=a factory where cotton is made into thread or cloth) His 

family used to own a cotton mill.ADJECTIVESthin/light cotton The dress was made 
of thin cotton.fine cotton (=thin and good quality) For summer, choose shirts made 
of fine cotton.100% cotton Are these trousers 100% cotton?pure cotton (=not mixed 

with any other materials) These socks are pure cotton.raw cotton (=natural, and not 
prepared for use) They imported raw cotton from America.VERBSbe made of/from 
cotton The tablecloth is made of cotton. 

cough1 /kɒf $ kɒːf/ noun  1. a medical condition that makes you cough a 

lotVERBShave (got) a cough I’ve had a cough for weeks now.get/develop a 
cough A lot of people get coughs at this time of year.relieve/soothe/treat a 

cough (=make it less severe) This medicine will help to relieve your 
cough.ADJECTIVESa bad/nasty/terrible cough She had a bad cough and a sore 
throat.a slight cough (=one that is not very serious) He has a slight cough but I don’t 

think he’s really ill.a hacking cough (=a severe and noisy cough) The man next to me 
had a hacking cough.a smoker’s cough (=one caused by smoking) He’s a heavy 
smoker and has the typical smoker’s cough.a tickly cough (=one that keeps irritating 

your throat) I had a tickly cough, a runny nose, and a high temperature.a violent 
cough (=one in which someone coughs very loudly) The symptoms include a violent 
cough.a persistent cough (=one that is difficult to cure) A persistent cough can be 

very tiring.a chesty cough BrE (=one that affects your chest) You need a medicine 
that is suitable for a chesty cough.a dry cough (=one that does not produce any 
liquid) A dry cough often causes a sore throat.a loose cough (=one that produces 

liquid) She has a rather loose cough in the mornings.cough + NOUNScough 
medicine/syrup/mixture You should take some cough medicine.a cough 

drop also a cough sweet BrE (=a sweet you suck to make a cough less severe) He 
was sucking on a cough sweet.2. the action of coughingADJECTIVESa loud 
cough There was a loud cough from someone in the audience.a quiet/little cough His 

friend gave a little cough, to attract his attention.VERBSgive a cough Stuart gave an 
embarrassed cough. 

cough2 /kɒf $ kɒːf/ verb  to suddenly push air out of your throat with a short 

sound, often repeatedlyADVERBScough politely/discreetly She coughed politely to 

get their attention.cough nervously He coughed nervously and changed the 
subject.cough apologetically The inspector coughed apologetically, uncertain what to 
say next.cough loudly He walked into the doctor’s room, coughing loudly.cough 

violently (=with a lot of force and noise, because you are very ill) One of the injured 
soldiers was coughing violently.VERBSmake sb cough The dust in the 
air made him cough.PHRASESbe coughing and sneezing I think I’m getting a cold – 

I’ve been coughing and sneezing all day.be coughing and 
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spluttering BrE (=coughing a lot) She woke up coughing and spluttering.a coughing 

fit (=a long period of continued coughing) He had a terrible coughing fit.cough (up) 
blood/food etc (=push blood, food etc out of your mouth by coughing) If she coughs 

up any blood, call an ambulance. 

council /ˈkaʊnsəl/ noun  1. a group of people chosen to make rules or 

decisionsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + councilthe executive/ruling/governing 
council (=the most important council) He is a member of the union’s 

national executive council.the school/student council Members of the student 
council had discussions with the principal of the university.an advisory 
council (=which gives advice) The report was issued by the Advisory Council on 

Science and Technology.a funding council (=which gives money to projects or 
organizations) The organization has received £10 million from the Scottish Funding 
Council.the Arts/Sports council The exhibition has been funded by the Arts 

Council.the UN Security Council There was an emergency meeting of the UN Security 
Council.VERBSset up/establish a council A National Radio and Television Council was 
established to control broadcasting.head a council (=be in charge of it) As prime 

minister, she heads the Council of Ministers.a council awards sth (=gives someone 
something, especially money) The Scottish Arts Council has awarded the project over 

£30,000.council + NOUNSa council member School council members are elected by 
their fellow students.a council resolution (=a decision made by voting) Council 
resolutions need to be voted for by two thirds of the members.PHRASESa seat on the 

council Japan is looking for a permanent seat on the UN Security Council.2. an 
organization providing services in a local areaADJECTIVES/NOUNS + councilthe 
city/county/district council The city council is responsible for making sure that the 

roads are in good condition.the local council Schools are managed by the local 
council.council + NOUNSa council house BrE (=owned by a council and rented to 
people) She’s lived in a council house all her life.council housing BrE (=owned by a 

council and rented to people) The factory was built next to an area of council housing.a 
council estate BrE (=an area of houses owned by a council and rented to people) The 
road runs through the middle of a large council estate.a council meeting Council 

meetings are open to the public.a council member The plan has the support of 
several council members.a council worker/employee Council workers are angry 
about plans to increase their working hours.a council grant (=an amount of money 

that a council gives to a person, organization, project etc) The community centre had 
its council grant cut by 50%.VERBSa council spends money The council is spending 
£5 million on a new sports centre.a council provides sth Waste collection is one of 

the services provided by the council.PREPOSITIONSon the council The Conservatives 
are the largest group on the council. 

counsellor BrE counselor AmE /ˈkaʊnsələ $ -ər/ noun  someone whose job is 

helping people with problemsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + counsellora professional/trained 
counsellor The boy’s parents decided to turn to a professional counsellor for help.a 
marriage (guidance) counsellor You should talk to a marriage counsellor about your 

feelings.a family counsellor When there have been serious misunderstandings, 
the family counsellor can help to resolve them.a school/student counsellor I worked 
for three years as a school counsellor.a debt counsellor A debt counsellor has been 

helping the family.VERBSsee a counsellor also talk to a counsellor (=go to a 
counsellor for help) Her doctor recommended that she should see a counsellor. 
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count /kaʊnt/ noun  the process of counting, or the total number 

countedVERBSdo/make a count She did a count to make sure that there were enough 
chairs.keep (a) count (=keep checking so that you know how many people or things 
there are) He kept a count of the number of correct answers.lose count (=forget how 

many, especially because there are a lot) I’ve lost count of the number of times I’ve 
seen this film.the count goes up/increases (=the number increases) The 
pollen count goes up in the summer.the count goes down/falls (=the number 

falls) The white blood cell count has gone down.ADJECTIVESa quick count He did 
a quick count of the number of people in the room.a rough count (=not exact) I made 
a rough count of the houses in the street.a word/page count (=of the number of 

words or pages) Your computer can do an automatic word count.a head count (=of 
the number of people who are there) Make sure you do a head count before the 
children get back on the bus.the pollen count (=of the amount of pollen in the air) A 

high pollen count is causing problems for people suffering from hay fever.the body 
count (=of the total number of people killed) The body count is still rising.a traffic 
count (=of the number of vehicles that pass through a place) We went to the main 

road at 9 a.m. to begin our traffic count.sb’s blood count/cell count (=of the good or 
harmful cells in someone’s blood) Doctors are pleased that her blood count has 

improved. 

counterfeit adjective  THESAURUS > false 

country /ˈkʌntri/ noun (plural countries)  1. an area of land that has its own 

government, president, king etcADJECTIVESan independent country Malaysia has 
been an independent country since 1963.sb’s home/native country After five years 
in the US, she returned to her home country, Japan.a foreign country How many 

foreign countries have you visited?a rich/wealthy/prosperous country Germany is 
one of the richest countries in the world.a poor/developing country Many developing 
countries rely on foreign aid.a developed/industrialized/advanced country (=rich, 

with a lot of industry and trade) Developed countries are responsible for most of the 
world’s pollution.a democratic country In a democratic country, everyone has the 
right of free speech.a neighbouring country BrE a neighboring 

country AmE (=next to another country) People are worried that the fighting could 
spread to neighbouring countries.a Western/European/African/Asian etc 
country The president will be visiting four European countries.a 

Christian/Muslim/Catholic etc country England became a Christian country in the 
seventh century.sb’s adopted country (=that they have chosen to live in 
permanently) She loved France, her adopted country.NOUNS + countrya member 

country There were talks between the member countries of the European Union.the 
host country (=where an event is held) They will meet to decide which will be the host 
country for the next World Cup.the mother country (=the country that your family 

were born in and that you feel a strong connection to, even though you do not live 
there now) They want to go back to their mother country.VERBSrule/run/govern a 
country The country has been ruled by the same party for over 20 years. | The 

government has been elected to run the country.lead the country She became the 
first woman to lead the country.leave the country Foreign journalists were given 24 

hours to leave the country.flee the country (=leave it quickly to avoid trouble) At the 
outbreak of the war, many people fled the country.serve your country These soldiers 
have served their country bravely.represent your country It is a great honour 
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to represent your country in a sport.betray your country Anyone who revealed this 

information would be betraying his country.PREPOSITIONSin/into a country They are 
one of the top companies in the country. | All travellers coming into the country need to 

fill in this form.across/through a country (=from one side to the other) It took us 
three days to drive across the country.throughout/across/around a country (=in 
many places in a country) The new bank has opened branches all across the 

country.PHRASESthe country of origin (=where someone was born or where 
something was produced) The fruit must be labelled with its country of origin.countries 
around the world/globe She has worked in dozens of countries around the world.the 

country as a whole (=all parts of a country, not just some parts) Bad weather is 
affecting the country as a whole.It’s a free country! (=used when telling someone 
they can say or do whatever they want) You can say what you want – it’s a free 

country.THESAURUS: countrynationa country, considered especially in relation  

to its people, or its political and economic structure:The events shocked the whole 

nation. | The US is the most powerful nation in the world. | Developing nations receive 

huge amounts of aid from Western countries. | Leaders of the world’s  

major industrialized nations attended the meeting.statea country considered as a  

political organization with its own government:They believe that Scotland should be 

an independent sovereign state. | In a democratic state, people are free to criticize the 

government. | Most European states joined the Council of Europe.powera country that  

is very strong and important:China is now a major world power. | There was a meeting  

of the great powers, including Russia, the United States, Britain, and 

France.superpowerone of the most powerful countries in the world:During the Cuban 

Missile Crisis there was a real danger of conflict between the two world  

superpowers.landa country or region – used especially in stories:He told them about  

his journeys to foreign lands. | I met a traveller from a far-off land. | She hopes one 

day to return to her native land (=the place where she was born).2. a type of 

areaADJECTIVES/NOUNS + countryfarming/walking country This is farming 
country and all you see is mile after mile of agricultural land.open country (=with few 

buildings, walls, trees etc) We left the city and headed towards the open country in the 
north.wild country (=not used or farmed by people) I love the wild country of the 
Scottish Highlands.rough country (=difficult to travel over) Here, you need a vehicle 

specially designed for rough country.mountain/mountainous country The town is on 
the edge of a vast stretch of mountain country.PHRASESa stretch/piece of 
country The new road will go right through this beautiful stretch of country. 

countryside /ˈkʌntrisaɪd/ noun  land that is outside cities and 

townsADJECTIVESbeautiful/lovely/stunning countryside The countryside between 
the mountain villages is stunning.open countryside (=with few buildings, walls, trees 

etc) The farmhouse has views over open countryside.the surrounding 
countryside Both the town and the surrounding countryside are worth 
exploring.rolling countryside (=with hills) They live in a valley surrounded by rolling 

countryside.unspoilt countryside (=with natural beauty not spoiled by buildings) We 
walked through miles of unspoilt countryside.VERBSprotect/conserve the 
countryside (=stop people building on it or spoiling its beauty) How can we protect 
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the countryside for future generations?spoil/ruin the countryside Too many tourists 

can spoil the countryside.PREPOSITIONSthe countryside around/near a place The 

countryside around London is surprisingly pretty.THESAURUS: countrysidethe 

countrythe area away from towns and cities, where there are fields, forests etc:Tired  

of city life, they moved to the country. | I’ve always wanted to live in the 

country.landscapea large area of countryside that you see from somewhere:The 

house looks out over a peaceful rural landscape. | Adams is famous for his  

photographs of the American landscape.scenerythe natural features of part of a  

country, such as mountains, forests etc, especially when these are attractive:New 

Zealand has some spectacular scenery. | I looked out of the window and admired the 

scenery (=looked at the scenery).wildernessa large area of land that has never been 

developed or farmed:Yukon is a vast wilderness of mountains, lakes, and forests.the 

bushwild country that has not been cleared, especially in Australia or Africa:The camp 

is popular with tourists wishing to experience the African bush.ruralrelating to the 

country:People are moving away from rural areas. | Keillor writes about small rural  

communities.  

countryside /ˈkʌntrisaɪd/ noun  land that is outside cities and 

townsADJECTIVESbeautiful/lovely/stunning countryside The countryside between 

the mountain villages is stunning.open countryside (=with few buildings, walls, trees 
etc) The farmhouse has views over open countryside.the surrounding 
countryside Both the town and the surrounding countryside are worth 

exploring.rolling countryside (=with hills) They live in a valley surrounded by rolling 
countryside.unspoilt countryside (=with natural beauty not spoiled by buildings) We 
walked through miles of unspoilt countryside.VERBSprotect/conserve the 

countryside (=stop people building on it or spoiling its beauty) How can we protect 
the countryside for future generations?spoil/ruin the countryside Too many tourists 
can spoil the countryside.PREPOSITIONSthe countryside around/near a place The 

countryside around London is surprisingly pretty.THESAURUS: countrysidethe 

countrythe area away from towns and cities, where there are fields, forests etc:Tired  

of city life, they moved to the country. | I’ve always wanted to live in the 

country.landscapea large area of countryside that you see from somewhere:The 

house looks out over a peaceful rural landscape. | Adams is famous for his  

photographs of the American landscape.scenerythe natural features of part of a  

country, such as mountains, forests etc, especially when these are attractive:New 

Zealand has some spectacular scenery. | I looked out of the window and admired the 

scenery (=looked at the scenery).wildernessa large area of land that has never been 

developed or farmed:Yukon is a vast wilderness of mountains, lakes, and forests.the 

bushwild country that has not been cleared, especially in Australia or Africa:The camp 

is popular with tourists wishing to experience the African bush.ruralrelating to the 

country:People are moving away from rural areas. | Keillor writes about small rural  

communities.  
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coup /kuː/ noun  a sudden and sometimes violent attempt to take control of the 

governmentADJECTIVESa military/army coup The general seized power in a military 
coup.an attempted coup There was an attempted coup against the country’s military 
dictator.a failed/unsuccessful coup also an abortive coup formal The men were 

jailed for taking part in a failed coup.a successful coup The armed forces are too weak 
to mount a successful coup.a bloodless coup (=without killing or violence) The regime 
was overthrown in a bloodless coup.a presidential coup (=in which power is taken 

from a president) There were fears of a presidential coup.VERBSplan/plot a coup They 
were accused of plotting a coup against the leader.stage/mount/launch a 
coup formal (=attempt one) Later that year, the rebels staged an 

unsuccessful coup.foil/crush a coup formal (=stop it from succeeding) The 
government foiled an armed coup by rebel soldiers.be overthrown in a coup also be 
deposed in a coup formal The prime minister was deposed in a coup by the armed 

forces.PREPOSITIONSa coup against sb She was accused of plotting a coup 
against the government.coup + NOUNSa coup attempt There have been repeated coup 
attempts against the government.the coup leader Most of the rebels were arrested 

but the coup leader escaped.a coup plot He warned the president of a coup 
plot against him. 

couple AC /ˈkʌpəl/ noun  two people who are married or having a sexual or 

romantic relationshipADJECTIVESa young couple A young couple with a baby moved 
into the house next door.a middle-aged couple/an elderly couple The only other 
people in the train carriage were an elderly couple.a married couple The tax laws are 

different for married couples.an unmarried couple It is common nowadays 
for unmarried couples to live together.a newly married couple (=having married not 
long ago) Many newly married couples cannot afford to buy their own homes.a 

childless couple (=without children) Childless couples tend to have plenty of money to 
spend.a retired couple (=who having finished working) These small houses are 
suitable for retired couples.a gay/homosexual/same-sex couple Some priests 

support the marriage of same-sex couples.a courting couple old-fashioned (=having a 
romantic relationship, often planning to get married later) The path by the river is a 
popular area for courting couples.a perfect couple (=a couple that seem very suited 

to each other) I’m surprised they split up – they seemed like the perfect couple.the 
happy couple (=a bride and bridegroom at their wedding) Guests congratulated 

the happy couple.PHRASESmake a lovely couple (=be suited to each other as 
romantic partners) Everyone who knows them thinks that they would make a lovely 
couple. 

courage /ˈkʌrɪdʒ $ ˈkɜːr-/ noun  brave behaviour in a difficult 

situationADJECTIVESgreat/remarkable/extraordinary courage The soldiers fought 
with great courage.enough/sufficient courage Not many politicians have enough 
courage to vote against their own party.personal courage (=the courage of one 

particular person) She showed enormous personal courage during her illness.moral 
courage He does not have the moral courage to make such a difficult 
decision.physical courage To be a mountain climber requires great physical 

courage.political courage Our leaders must have the political courage to make 
unpopular decisions.VERBShave the courage to do sth He didn’t have the courage 
to say what he really thought.sth takes courage (=it needs courage) It takes courage 

to disagree with your friends.show courage also demonstrate courage formal The 
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pilot showed enormous skill and courage.find/pluck up/summon up the courage to 

do sth (=get enough courage to do something that you do not want to do) He was 
trying to pluck up the courage to end their relationship. | You must find the courage 

to deal with the problem.lack the courage to do sth I lacked the courage to tell her 
the truth.give sb the courage to do sth My friends and family gave 
me the courage to carry on with my work.sb’s courage fails (=is not great enough to 

do something) I was going to jump but my courage failed at the last moment.bolster 
your courage (=make it stronger) The soldiers often sang songs to bolster their 
courage.PHRASEShave the courage of your convictions (=be brave enough to do 

what you have decided or think is right) We want a government that has the courage of 
its convictions.courage under fire (=when you are being attacked or criticized) The 

troubled prime minister has shown remarkable courage under fire.THESAURUS: 

couragebraverycourage in a dangerous or frightening situation, especially when you  

are fighting in a war:He won a medal for bravery during the Iraq war.guts informalthe 

courage and determination to do something difficult or unpleasant:It must have taken 

a lot of guts for him to say that.heroismvery great courage in a dangerous  

situation:The president praised the heroism of the firefighters.  

courageous /kəˈreɪdʒəs/ adjective  THESAURUS > brave 

course /kɔːs $ kɔːrs/ noun  1. a series of lessonsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + coursea 

language/art/business etc course The school runs language courses in the 

summer.a full-time/part-time course We also offer part-time courses for mature 
students.a short course I did a short course on website design.a one-year/two-year 
etc course She did a one-year teacher training course.a college/university 

course Students who fail their college courses still have to pay the fee.a degree 
course BrE also an undergraduate course (=a first course at a university, which 
usually lasts three years) The college offers degree courses in nursing.a postgraduate 

course BrE (=one you do after your first degree course) After graduating, she did a 
two-year postgraduate course.a beginner’s/intermediate/advanced course She is 
taking an advanced course in art and design.an introductory course She decided to 

do an introductory computing course.an intensive course also a crash 
course informal (=in which you learn a lot in a short time) Workers who are moving to 
the Moscow office are sent on an intensive Russian course.a training course Before 

you start the job, you will attend a two-week training course.an induction 
course (=done when you start a new job) The company will send you on an induction 
course.a vocational course (=that trains you to do a particular job) The local college 

offers a number of vocational courses.a correspondence course also a distance-
learning course (=in which you work at home) Older students often prefer to do 
a correspondence course.a foundation course BrE (=a general course that students 

do in the first year at some universities) You do a science foundation course before 
taking chemistry.a refresher course (=short and intended to teach you about new 
developments in a subject) When the rules change, all referees will have to attend 

a refresher course.a sandwich course BrE (=that includes periods of work in industry 
or business) Students on the sandwich course spend a year working in the 
industry.VERBS + coursedo/take a course I decided to do a Spanish course.go on a 

course My company wanted me to go on a course in time management.attend a 
course She couldn’t attend the course because she was ill.enrol on a 
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course also sign up for a course informal (=officially put your name on the list of 

students for the course) He enrolled on a cookery course.apply for/to do a 
course (=ask to join a course) She applied for a nursing course.pass a 

course (=complete it successfully) If you pass the course, you get a diploma.fail a 
course If she fails the course, she may lose her job.finish/complete a course I went 
back to university to finish my degree course.run a course (=organize a 

course) The course is run by the British Council.teach a course He is teaching an 
introductory course in Russian.drop out of a course (=leave without finishing 
it) She dropped out of the course after a few weeks.change (your) course (=at 

university or college) Students can change their course after the first year.course + 

VERBSa course covers/includes sth The course covers all aspects of wine-making.a 
course focuses/concentrates on sth The course focuses on European 

history.course + NOUNSa course tutor BrE I discussed the essay with my course 
tutor.course material Some course material is available on the school’s website.the 
course syllabus (=the plan of what is taught on a course) The history department has 

recently introduced a new course syllabus.PREPOSITIONSa course on/in a subject We 
run a six-month course on car maintenance.2. the way that something changes, 
develops or is doneVERBSchange/alter the course of sth The incident changed the 

course of the election.influence/shape the course of sth This battle influenced the 
whole course of the war.determine/decide the course of sth Passing or failing an 
exam could decide the course of your career.sth takes a ... course (=develops in a 

particular way) Events were taking a dangerous course.sth takes/runs its 
course (=develops in the usual or natural way) Doctors can only watch the illness run 
its course.reverse the course of sth (=cause the opposite thing to happen) There is 

no way now to reverse the course of history.PHRASESthe course of history The king’s 
sudden death changed the course of history. 

court /kɔːt $ kɔːrt/ noun  the place where a trial is held, or the people who make 

decisions thereADJECTIVES/NOUNS + courta criminal court (=which deals with 
crimes) The case will go to a criminal court.a civil court (=which deals with 
disagreements between people rather than crimes) Family disputes are dealt with 

by civil courts.the Supreme Court (=the most important court in some countries or 
states) Thomas was the only African-American judge on the Supreme Court.the High 
Court (=an important court, with more power than an ordinary court) Their convictions 

were overturned in the High Court.a federal court A federal court reached a similar 
conclusion.an appeals court/court of appeal (=one that deals with cases in which 
people are not satisfied with a decision) The appeals court rejected the defence’s 

argument.a Crown Court (=a British court for cases about serious crimes) He was 
found guilty of robbery with violence at Oxford Crown Court.a magistrates’ court (=a 
court in each area in England and Wales that deals with less serious crimes) The case 

was heard in a magistrates’ court.a kangaroo court disapproving (=an unofficial court 
that punishes people unfairly) Innocent civilians were dragged before a kangaroo court 
and sentenced to death.a higher/lower court (=a more important or less important 

one) His appeal was rejected by a higher court.VERBS + courtgo to court (=take legal 
action) The costs of going to court are very high.take sb to court (=take legal action 
against someone) She took the company to court for sex discrimination.bring sb/sth 

to court also bring sb/sth before a court He died before the case could be brought 
to court. | The boys were brought before a magistrates’ court.appear in court The 
men will appear in court on Monday.settle sth out of court (=reach an agreement 
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without using a court) The matter was finally settled out of court.attend court Several 

key witnesses failed to attend court.a case comes to court/comes before the 
court The case came to court 21 months later.court + VERBSa court finds sb 

guilty/innocent The court found him guilty of all the charges.a court clears/acquits 
sb (=says that they are not guilty) A US court cleared him of bribery allegations.a 
court convicts sb (=says that they are guilty) A New York court convicted her as a tax 

cheat.a court orders sth The court ordered that the men should be released.a court 
hears a case (=they listen to all the evidence before making their decision) The 
county court will hear the case next month.a court rules sth (=it decides 

something) The court ruled that the penalty was not excessive.a court adjourns/is 
adjourned (=it stops for a period of time) The court adjourned until Tuesday.a court 
overturns/quashes sth (=it says that an earlier decision was wrong) A 

Brazilian court has quashed his sentence.a court dismisses/throws out 
sth (=refuses to allow or consider something) The court dismissed his appeal against 
conviction.a court upholds sth (=says that an earlier decision was right) It seems 

likely that the court will uphold his conviction.court + NOUNSa court case (=a problem 
or crime that is dealt with in a court of law) He was involved in a famous court case.a 
court battle He faces a lengthy court battle.a court hearing (=a meeting of a 

court) A court hearing is scheduled for February 14th.a court order A court 
order specified that the money must be paid back over six months.court action They 
were threatened with court action if they did not go back to work.a court ruling (=an 

official decision) The company appealed against the court ruling.court 
proceedings (=the processes that are part of a court case) The court 
proceedings were over in a day.a court appearance (=when someone accused of a 

crime appears in court) He refused to speak during his court appearance.PHRASESa 
court of law You may be asked to give evidence before a court of 

law.THESAURUS: courtIN A COURTdefendantthe person who is on trial for a  

crimethe defence BrE the defense AmEthe lawyers who are working for the 

defendantthe prosecutionthe lawyers who are trying to prove that the defendant is  

guiltyjudgethe official in charge of a court who decides how criminals should be 

punishedjurya group of people, usually 12 people, who listen to the facts and decide 

whether the defendant is guilty or not guiltywitnesssomeone who describes in a court  

of law what he or she knows about a crimetestimonya formal statement made in a  

court of law about a particular situation or actionverdictthe decision of the jury as to  

whether the defendant is guilty or not guilty  

courtesy /ˈkɜːtəsi $ ˈkɜːr-/ noun  polite behaviour and respect for other 

peopleADJECTIVESgreat courtesy They welcomed us with great courtesy and 
kindness.VERBStreat sb with courtesy He treated everyone with 

courtesy.behave/act with courtesy She behaved with great courtesy towards 
us.show courtesy towards sb The staff are trained to show courtesy 
towards customers at all times.have the courtesy to do sth (=be polite enough to do 

something – used especially when criticizing someone for being rude) He didn’t 
even have the courtesy to call and say he couldn’t come.PREPOSITIONSwith 
courtesy They always spoke to one another with courtesy.PHRASESit is (only) 

common courtesy to do sth It is only common courtesy to hold the door open for 
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other people.as a courtesy also as a matter of courtesy As a courtesy to other 

diners, we ask that all cell phones be switched off.out of courtesy (=in order to be 
polite) I don’t think she really wanted us to come and stay with her, she just 

offered out of courtesy. 

cover1 /ˈkʌvə $ -ər/ verb  1. to be over the surface of something, or to put 

something over the surface of somethingADVERBScover sth completely/entirely We 
need a bigger tablecloth, one that covers the table completely.barely cover sth (=only 

just cover something) The hat was too small, barely covering the top of his 
head.partly/partially cover sth The path was partially covered with 
snow.PREPOSITIONScover sth with sth She covered her face with her 

hands.THESAURUS: coverput sth over sthto put a cloth, blanket etc loosely  

over the top of something in order to cover it:They gave him a blanket to put over his  

legs.wrap also wrap upto put paper, plastic, cloth etc tightly around something in  

order to protect, decorate, or post it:I haven’t wrapped her birthday present  

yet.envelop literaryto surround something completely so that it is difficult to see –  

used especially about darkness, smoke, and clouds:At sunset, darkness enveloped the 

town.be shrouded in mist/darkness/smoke etc literaryto be covered and hidden in  

mist, smoke etc:The mountains were shrouded in mist.2. to deal with or include 

somethingNOUNScover a topic/subject The course covers topics such as financial 
planning and IT skills.cover an issue It is the job of a newspaper to cover the 
political issues of the day.cover aspects of sth These lectures will cover all 

major aspects of European art.cover a range/variety of things Her 
photographs cover a huge range of subjects.cover costs/expenses (=provide enough 
money to pay for what something costs) The money he makes only just covers his 

living expenses.ADVERBScover sth fully/comprehensively/in full (=include 
everything) Students need a textbook that covers the subject in full. | The major issues 
of the day are all comprehensively covered by the magazine.cover sth in 

depth/detail (=cover all aspects) The report covers the 
incident in great detail.PHRASEScover the whole spectrum of sth (=include all things 

of a particular type) Modern banking covers the whole spectrum of financial 
services.extend sth to cover sth (=change something so that it also includes another 
thing) The law has been extended to cover workers under 16 as well. 

cover2 /ˈkʌvə $ -ər/ noun  1. something that you put over something to protect 

itADJECTIVESa glass/plastic/leather etc cover I bought a plastic cover for my 
phone.a protective cover The sewing machine has a protective cover.a loose 
cover (=for covering cushions and chairs, that can be removed) Loose covers are 

useful because they are easy to wash.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + covera CD/record/album 
cover The name of the band never appears on their album covers.a cushion cover I 
bought some new cushion covers for the lounge.VERBStake off/remove the 

cover Now that winter is over, people are taking the covers off their garden 
furniture.put the cover on I put a clean cover on the duvet.lift the cover She took 
the container and lifted the cover carefully.replace the cover (=put it back on) After 

using the camera, always replace the lens cover.PREPOSITIONSa cover for sth The 

company makes covers for chairs and sofas.THESAURUS: covercoveringa layer  

of something, or a sheet of something, that covers something else:There was a light  



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [496] 

covering of snow on the ground. | The hard shell acts as a protective covering.lida 

cover for a container such as a pan or a box:I put the lid back on the jar. | a saucepan 

lidtop/capthe thing that you put on top of a bottle, tube, or pen, in order to prevent  

the liquid or other things inside from coming out:I can’t find the cap for the pen. | Put  

the top back on the milk! | I can't find the cap that goes on the toothpaste.corkthe top  

part that you put on top of a bottle of wine:Can you take out the cork for me? | He put  

the cork back in the bottle.wrapping also wrap especially AmEa sheet of paper,  

plastic etc that is put around something in order to cover or protect it:John tore the 

wrapping off his presents. | The lamp was still in its wrapping.wrappera piece of paper  

or plastic that is put around something you buy, especially a small object:He took the 

drinking straw out of its wrapper. | Put the candy wrappers in your pocket - don't just  

throw them in the street.2. the outside part of a book or magazineADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ covera book/magazine cover The magazine cover says ‘How to lose five kilos in a 
month’.the front/back cover The price of the book is on the back cover.cover + 

NOUNSa cover story (=the main story mentioned on the front of a magazine) The 

editor decides what the cover story will be.a cover photo/shot (=a picture on the 
front cover) The picture became the July 4th cover shot.a cover design We are 
working on the cover design for the magazine’s Christmas issue.a cover girl (=an 

attractive woman whose photo is on the front cover) She was a cover girl for Vogue 
magazine in her youth.PREPOSITIONSon the cover Her face was on the cover of every 
magazine.PHRASESread sth from cover to cover (=read a book, magazine etc very 

thoroughly) I read the book from cover to cover in one day. 

coverage /ˈkʌvərɪdʒ/ noun  when a subject or event is reported on television or 

radio, or in newspapersADJECTIVES/NOUNS + coveragemedia/press coverage (=on 

television, in newspapers etc) The case has received wide press 
coverage.television/newspaper/radio coverage The private lives of celebrities get 
a lot of newspaper coverage.news coverage The BBC won an award for its 24-

hour news coverage.election/sports/political etc coverage The issue has 
dominated election coverage on all TV channels.live coverage (=broadcast at the 
same time as something is happening) There will be live coverage of the 

concert.full/detailed coverage also comprehensive coverage formal (=with all the 
details) Both channels are giving the election full 
coverage.local/national/international coverage The charity is hoping for 

more international coverage of its work.extensive/wide/widespread 
coverage Health issues get wide coverage in many 
magazines.VERBSget/receive/have coverage The exhibition has received 

extensive coverage in the press.attract coverage The company’s problems have 
been attracting a lot of coverage.provide coverage Satellite coverage of the 
Olympics was first provided in 1968.give sth coverage The story was 

not given any coverage in British newspapers.coverage focuses on sth (=deals 
mainly with something) Coverage of the election has focused on the president’s 
remarks.PREPOSITIONScoverage of sth The newspaper’s coverage of sport is 

excellent. 

cow /kaʊ/ noun [C]  a large female animal kept on farms for its milk and 

meatADJECTIVES/NOUNS + cowa dairy cow (=kept for its milk) He keeps a herd 
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of dairy cows.a beef cow (=kept for its meat) The farmer is selling his herd of beef 

cows.VERBSmilk a cow (=get the milk from a cow) Once a day, the cows are brought 
in to be milked.a cow moos (=makes a long low sound) I could hear cows mooing in 

the barn.a cow grazes (=eats the grass) Cows were grazing peacefully in the fields.a 

cow calves (=produces a young cow) At this time of year, the cows are calving. A  

baby cow is called a calf. A male cow is called a bull. PHRASESa herd of cows (=a 

group) A farmer was driving a herd of cows across the bridge.a breed of cow (=a 
type) Many farmers think Friesians are the best breed of cow for milk. 

crack1 /kræk/ noun  a very narrow space or thin line on a surface, or between 

two things or two parts of somethingADJECTIVESa deep crack I noticed a deep crack in 
the pavement.a narrow crack She squeezed through a narrow crack between two 
rocks.a small/thin crack They reduced the price of the vase because it had a small 

crack in it.a hairline crack (=extremely thin) The X-ray revealed a hairline crack in the 
bone.VERBSa crack appears/forms A large crack had appeared in the 
concrete.fix/mend/repair a crack There’s a crack in the windscreen that 

needs repairing.fill/seal a crack Fill all the cracks in the wall before painting it.fall 
into/down a crack My credit card has fallen down a crack in the 
floorboards.PREPOSITIONSa crack in sth This plate has a crack in it.a crack between 

sth and sth She stuffed the money into a crack between the bricks.through a 
crack He could see them through a crack in the fence. 

crack2 verb  THESAURUS > break1 (1) 

craft /krɑːft $ kræft/ noun  an activity in which you make something skilfully with 

your hands. Objects made in this way are called craftsADJECTIVESa 

traditional/ancient craft You can learn traditional crafts such as weaving and 
pottery.a local craft The village shop sells local crafts as well as food.a rural/country 
craft The museum contains exhibits of old rural crafts.a skilled craft Building stone 

walls is a highly skilled craft.VERBSlearn a craft As a girl, she had to learn the craft of 
hand sewing.practise a craft BrE practice a craft AmE (=make something skilfully 
with your hands) They use traditional tools to practise their ancient crafts.craft + 

NOUNScraft work (=things made by hand) Craft work, such as hand-knitted items or 
decorated cakes, often sells well.a craft fair (=an event where people buy and sell 
crafts)a craft shop (=that sells things made by hand)a craft workshop (=where 

someone makes things by hand)a craft centre BrE a craft center AmE (=where you 
can see different crafts and buy things)PHRASESarts and crafts (=art and beautiful 
things produced by hand) We went to an exhibition of Indian arts and crafts. 

craftsman /ˈkrɑːftsmən $ ˈkræfts-/ noun  someone who is very skilled at a 

particular craftADJECTIVES/NOUNS + craftsmana skilled craftsman The pots are made 
by skilled craftsmen.a fine/good/great/superb craftsman The maker was obviously 

a very fine craftsman.a local craftsman We bought some jewellery made by local 
craftsmen.a master craftsman (=a very skilled craftsman with a lot of experience) He 
was apprenticed at the age of ten to a master craftsman. 

craftsmanship /ˈkrɑːftsmənʃɪp $ ˈkræfts-/ noun  skill at making something in a 

beautiful or detailed wayADVERBSfine/good craftsmanship The chair is truly an 
example of the finest craftsmanship.superb/exquisite/superior craftsmanship The 

watch is well-made and the craftsmanship is superb.skilled/expert 
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craftsmanship The local people have a reputation for skilled 

craftsmanship.traditional craftsmanship We use traditional craftsmanship, and every 
puppet is carved by hand.PHRASESthe quality of the craftsmanship The quality of 

the craftsmanship is very impressive.the standard of craftsmanship In Japan, 
the standard of craftsmanship is very high.a fine/superb etc piece of 
craftsmanship The carving is a superb piece of craftsmanship.craftsmanship goes 

into sth (=work and skill is used) A considerable amount of craftsmanship has gone 
into the building. 

cramped /kræmpt/ adjective  THESAURUS > small (1) 

crash1 noun  an accident in which a vehicle violently hits something 

elseADJECTIVES/NOUNS + crasha car/train/plane crash He was badly hurt in a car 
crash.an air/rail/road crash There will be an investigation into the cause of the air 

crash.a fatal crash There have been several fatal crashes on this road.a 
horrific/terrible/appalling crash She was left paralysed after a horrific crash.a 
head-on crash (=in which the front parts of two vehicles hit each other) He died in 

a head-on crash with a lorry.a high-speed crash In a high-speed crash, this kind of 
seat belt is not adequate.VERBShave a crash also be involved in a crash (=in a 
car) I’ve been nervous about driving since I had a crash last year.survive a crash The 

pilot and one passenger survived the crash.cause a crash So far, there are no clues as 
to what caused the crash.a crash happens/occurs The crash happened on the corner 
of Ongar Road.a crash involves sth Two women were taken to hospital after a crash 

involving a bus and a car.a crash kills sb The crash killed the two crew members and 
three people on the ground.crash + NOUNSa crash victim Families of the crash 
victims want to know what happened.the crash site/scene The authorities closed off 

a five-mile area around the crash site.a crash investigator Crash investigators spent 
several days examining the scene.PREPOSITIONSa crash with sth A motorcyclist has 
been killed in a crash with a stolen car.a crash between sth and sth Fifty people 

were taken to hospital after a crash between a coach and a lorry.in a crash Six people 

were injured in the crash.THESAURUS: crash→ accident  

crash2 /kræʃ/ verb  to have an accident in a car, plane etc by violently hitting 

something else: The jet crashed soon after take-off. He was drunk when he crashed the 
car.PREPOSITIONScrash into sb/sth The plane crashed into a 

mountain.THESAURUS: crashhitto move into something quickly and with  

force:He wasn’t paying attention, and almost hit another car. | The truck hit a  

lamppost.collideif two cars, trains, planes etc collide, they hit each other, especially  

when they are moving in opposite directions:The two planes collided in mid-air. | An 

express train collided with a freight train in the morning rush hour.run into sthto hit a  

vehicle or object that is directly in front of you, especially because you are not paying  

attention:He ran into the car in front while he was talking on his mobile phone.smash 

into sthto crash into something, causing a great amount of damage:An army 

helicopter smashed into the side of the mountain.plough into BrE plow into AmEto  

crash into something with a lot of force, especially when your vehicle continues moving  

afterwards:The bus went out of control and ploughed into a line of traffic.ramto  
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deliberately hit another boat or vehicle very hard, especially when it is not moving:The 

ship had been rammed by a submarine. | The gunmen tried to ram the police car.  

crater /ˈkreɪtə $ -ər/ noun  a round hole in the ground made by something that 

has fallen on it or by an explosionADJECTIVES/NOUNS + cratera deep crater The 

explosion left a deep crater.a large/huge/massive crater The large craters were 
formed by volcanic activity.a bomb crater The road was dotted with bomb craters.a 
volcanic crater There are more than 400 volcanic craters in the region.a lunar 

crater (=on the moon) You can look at lunar craters through a telescope.a meteor 
crater (=a crater caused by a rock from space) The meteor crater in Arizona is 1.2 km 
in diameter.an impact crater (=a crater caused by a meteor hitting the surface) The 

most common feature on the moon’s surface is the impact crater.VERBSleave a 
crater The blast left a 10-foot crater in the car park.PHRASESthe rim of a 
crater (=the edge of a crater) You can walk around the rim of the crater.the 

floor/bottom of a crater The floor of the crater is enormous. 

crazy /ˈkreɪzi/ adjective informal  very strange or not at all sensibleNOUNSa 

crazy person/man/woman There are some crazy people out there.a crazy 

idea/thought/suggestion It sounds like a crazy idea to me.a crazy 
plan/scheme Her father had lots of crazy schemes for making money.a crazy 
world We’re living in a crazy world.a crazy thing When you’re young, you do all kinds 

of crazy things.ADVERBSabsolutely/totally/completely crazy You’re absolutely 
crazy to trust someone like him.VERBSsound/seem crazy I know it sounds crazy but I 
always knew I would be famous one day. | It seems crazy to spend all that money on 

one meal.think sb is crazy My parents think I’m crazy to leave my 

job.THESAURUS: 

crazymad BrE informalidea | scheme | suggestion | worldcrazy:Whose mad 

idea was that? | Sometimes I think we are living in a mad world. | You must be 

mad to go out in weather like this. | At first, everyone thought he was completely 

mad.insane informallook | grin | desirecompletely crazy:The man had an insane 

grin on his face. | Steiner had an insane desire to laugh. | I know it sounds insane,  

but it’s true. | My friends  

all think I’m insane.eccentricperson | character | millionaire | family | behavio

ur | habitsbehaving in a way that seems a little strange or unusual to other  

people:The professor was a rather eccentric person who never wore matching  

socks. | The office was full of eccentric characters who had been at the company for  

years. | Hughes was an eccentric millionaire who designed his own plane. | Her friends  

became worried about her increasingly eccentric behaviour.  

cream /kriːm/ noun  1. a thick yellow-white liquid that rises to the top of 

milkVERBSwhip/whisk cream (=make it thicker by stirring it very 

fast) Whip the cream until it is thick.serve sth with cream Serve the apple 
tart with thick cream.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + creamfresh cream On the farm, they made 
butter from fresh cream.single cream BrE (=thin cream that you can pour 

easily)double cream BrE heavy cream AmE (=thick cream)clotted 
cream BrE (=very thick cream that you cannot pour)whipped cream (=made thick 
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and light by stirring it very fast)sour/soured cream (=with a slightly sour 

taste)cream + NOUNSa cream cake/bun BrE (=a cake with whipped cream inside)a 
cream tea BrE (=tea with small cakes called scones, that you eat with cream and 

jam)2. a thick smooth substance that you put on your skin to make it feel soft, treat a 
medical condition etcVERBSput cream on (sth) I put cream on my neck at night.apply 
cream (to sth) formal Don’t forget to apply sun cream every few 

hours.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + creamface/hand cream As your skin gets older, you may 
need to use a different face cream.antiseptic cream (=that helps to prevent 
infection)sun cream/suncream BrE (=that helps prevent your skin being burned by 

sunlight) 

create /kriˈeɪt/ verb  THESAURUS > invent, make (1) 

creative /kriˈeɪtɪv/ adjective  involving the use of imagination to produce new 

ideas or things: This job is so boring. I wish I could do something more 

creative.ADVERBShighly/extremely creative They came up with some highly creative 
solutions.NOUNSthe creative process He talks about the creative process of writing a 
poem.a creative genius Picasso was a creative genius.a creative idea/solution We 

need some good creative ideas.creative thinking I wanted to be alone so that I could 
do some creative thinking.creative writing I teach creative writing at Trinity College. 

creature /ˈkriːtʃə $ -ər/ noun  anything that is living and is not a 

plantADJECTIVES/NOUNS + creaturea living creature He was always careful not to hurt 
any living creature.a wild creature Damage to the environment affects all wild 
creatures.a sea/marine creature They catch fish and other sea creatures in their 

nets.a woodland creature Rabbits, foxes, and other woodland creatures regularly 
came into the garden.a little/small/tiny creature Not all small creatures are pests.a 
furry creature My cats kill birds and small furry creatures.a strange creature A lot 

of strange creatures live in the depths of the sea.a beautiful/magnificent 
creature The buffalo is a magnificent creature.a shy creature These shy creatures are 
rarely seen.a nocturnal creature (=awake at night and sleeping in the day) As 

darkness falls, nocturnal creatures begin to make an appearance.a primitive/simple 
creature (=one with only a few cells) They were simple creatures, made of two layers 
of cells.a complex creature (=consisting of many different parts) Complex 

creatures such as reptiles did not appear until 500 million years ago.a mythical 
creature (=of a type that exists only in stories) The unicorn is a mythical creature that 
looks like a horse with a single horn. 

credibility /ˌkredəˈbɪləti, ˌkredɪˈbɪləti/ noun  the quality of deserving to be 

believed and trustedVERBShave some/no/little credibility By then the president had 
ceased to have any credibility.lack/be lacking in credibility The new 

government lacked credibility from the start.give sb/sth credibility also lend 
credibility to sb/sth There’s enough evidence to give credibility to this 
theory.undermine/damage sb’s/sth’s credibility These 

errors undermine the credibility of the report.destroy sb’s/sth’s credibility The 
scandal nearly destroyed the FBI’s credibility.establish your credibility Dave had 
already established his credibility with his colleagues.gain credibility It took many 

years for these ideas to gain credibility in the science community.lose credibility Both 
of our major political parties are losing credibility.restore credibility His priority was 
to restore credibility to his government.ADJECTIVESpolitical/scientific/academic etc 

credibility A school’s academic credibility often depends on its exam 
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results.PREPOSITIONSsb’s credibility as sth His credibility as a journalist has been 

damaged.PHRASESa blow to sb/sth’s credibility (=something that damages it) The 
case was a severe blow to the administration’s credibility. 

credible /ˈkredəbəl/ adjective  deserving or able to be believed or 

trustedADJECTIVEShighly credible (=very credible) His story is highly 
credible.scarcely/barely credible Her excuse was barely credible.wholly 
credible (=completely credible) I find his version of what happened to be wholly 

credible.NOUNSa credible witness The judge refused to accept her as a credible 
witness.credible evidence/information There is no credible evidence that ghosts 
exist.a credible report/account His account of the accident seemed very credible.a 

credible explanation/excuse/story He was unable to give a credible explanation for 
his behaviour.a credible threat/challenge (=something or someone that could 
possibly create a danger, defeat someone etc) Arsenal are a credible threat to 

Manchester United’s chances of winning the league. | Nobody at the moment could put 
up a credible challenge to her leadership.a credible alternative Does the party 
provide a credible alternative to the current government? 

credit noun  1. an arrangement with a shop, bank etc that allows you to buy 

something and pay for it laterVERBSgive sb credit also extend credit to 

sb formal (=allow customers to buy things on credit) He seems to know how to get 
people to give him credit.let sb have credit The store agreed to let him have 
credit.refuse/deny sb credit You may be refused credit if you have a bad financial 

record.get/obtain credit (=be allowed to buy something on credit) The economic 
situation is making it more difficult for people to get credit.pay by credit We accept 
cash, cheques, or you can pay by credit.credit + NOUNSa credit card (=a plastic card 

that you use to buy things and pay for them later) Can I pay by credit card?a credit 
agreement (=an arrangement to allow or receive credit) People sometimes sign credit 
agreements and then realize they can’t afford the payments.credit terms (=how much 

you must pay back and when) The credit terms were a deposit of £1,000 and two later 
instalments of £900.a credit arrangement/facility The company announced that it 

has received a credit facility of approximately $12 million from China.sb’s credit 
limit The amount you can withdraw depends on your credit limit.sb’s credit 
history/credit rating (=how likely a bank etc thinks someone is to pay their debts) If 

you have a poor credit rating, you will have a hard time getting a mortgage.a credit 
risk (=a risk that a bank etc may not get back the money it lends) Banks first have to 
assess whether a borrower is a credit risk.a credit crunch/squeeze (=a situation in 

which people are not allowed as much credit as before) Due to a credit squeeze, 
interest rates rose.NOUNS + creditconsumer credit (=the amount of credit used by 
consumers) Consumer credit has risen substantially during this period.PREPOSITIONSon 

credit (=using credit) Most new cars are bought on credit.2. approval or praise that 
you give to someone for something they have doneVERBSget the 
credit She got the credit even though Steve did most of the work.give sb the 

credit They never give Martin any credit for the extra work he does.take the 
credit He took the credit for his team’s work.claim the credit The US and 
NATO claimed the credit for ending the Bosnian war.deserve the credit Who really 

deserves the credit for the company’s success?ADJECTIVESgreat 
credit She deserves great credit for trying her best.due credit (=credit owed to 
someone) He has never received due credit for his achievements.PREPOSITIONSthe 

credit for (doing) sth The credit for preparing such an excellent meal goes to the 
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kitchen staff.to sb’s credit (=used when saying that someone deserves to be 

praised) To his credit, he remained calm.PHRASESall the credit goes to sb/sb gets 
all the credit All the credit goes to Tony who has done a wonderful job.credit must 

go to sb It was a thrilling game to watch and full credit must go to both sets of 
players.give credit where it is due (=used to say that someone deserves to be 
praised for the good things they have done) You have to give credit where it is due – he 

did all the work on time. 

creep /kriːp/ verb  to walk quietly and slowly, because you do not want anyone 

to see or hear youADVERBScreep slowly The three of them began to creep 
slowly down the hill, moving from tree to tree.creep silently/quietly Nancy took off 

her shoes and crept silently up the stairs.creep stealthily (=secretly, carefully hiding 
your movements) The cat was creeping stealthily through the long 
grass.PREPOSITIONScreep into/out of sth She crept into the house through the back 

door.creep up/down sth He crept up the stairs, trying to avoid the ones that 
creaked.creep towards/away from sth All four of them crept towards the door, 
desperate to escape.creep up on sb (=surprise someone by walking up behind them 

silently) Don’t creep up on me like that! You nearly gave me a heart attack! 

creepy /ˈkriːpi/ adjective  THESAURUS > frightening 

crest noun  THESAURUS > top1 (1) 

crew /kruː/ noun  a group of people who work on a ship or plane, or work 

togetherADJECTIVES/NOUNS + crewa film/TV/camera crew Journalists and TV 

crews were waiting outside their house.a stage crew (=working to produce a 
play) There is a cast of 100 and a stage crew of 20.a production crew (=working to 
produce a film, programme, play etc) She’s a member of the production crew for a new 

television series.a fire crew Fire crews took more than three hours to bring the blaze 
under control.an ambulance crew The woman died before the ambulance 
crew arrived.the cabin crew (=the people who look after passengers on a plane) I was 

impressed by the polite and efficient cabin crew.the ground crew (=the people who 
prepare a plane to fly) The ground crew were refueling the plane.VERBShave/carry a 
crew Each ship carried a crew of 1,900 officers and men.PREPOSITIONSa crew of 

3/10/34 etc The boat had a crew of 20.PHRASESa crew member also a member of 
the crew The ship sank but all the crew members were rescued. 

cricket /ˈkrɪkət, ˈkrɪkɪt/ noun  a game between two teams of 11 players in which 

players try to get points by hitting a ball and running between two sets of three 
sticksVERBSplay cricket Do you play cricket?watch cricket He likes to spend summer 
weekends watching cricket.cricket + NOUNSa cricket player He used to be a 

professional cricket player.a cricket team He was made captain of the 
Australian cricket team.a cricket club (=a group of people who play cricket 
together) It is the oldest cricket club in Ireland.a cricket field/ground/pitch They 

respect his achievements on the cricket field. | Everyone at the Melbourne Cricket 
Ground stood up and applauded.a cricket match Were you at the cricket 
match yesterday?a cricket ball Peterson hit the cricket ball over the head of the 

bowler.a cricket bat He swung the cricket bat round and hit the ball for a six.a cricket 
captain David Gower is a former England cricket captain.a cricket tour (=a trip to a 
different country to play cricket) Singh will miss India’s cricket tour of South Africa 

because of a knee injury.the cricket season The cricket season starts in May.a 
cricket fan John is a big cricket fan and he spends hours watching matches on 
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TV.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + cricketinternational/world cricket He brought South Africa 

back into international cricket.county cricket (=played between counties in 
England)Test cricket (=played between the teams of different countries)first-class 

cricket (=at the highest professional level) He has announced that he is to retire 
from first-class cricket.PHRASESa game of cricket It was a perfect day for a game of 
cricket. 

crime /kraɪm/ noun  something that is against the law, or illegal activities in 

generalADJECTIVES/NOUNS + crime(a) serious crime Armed robbery is a very serious 
crime.(a) violent crime There has been a rise in violent crime.a terrible/horrific 
crime also a dreadful crime BrE What made him commit such a terrible crime?petty 

crime (=crime that is not very serious, such as stealing small amounts of 
money) There has been an increase in petty crime.car crime BrE (=stealing cars) The 
latest figures show that car crime has gone down.gun/knife crime There is far less 

gun crime in Europe than in the US.street crime (=crimes such as robbery committed 
on the streets) Cameras can help to reduce street crime.juvenile/youth 
crime (=committed by children and teenagers) Police say gangs are responsible for a 

third of all juvenile crime in the city.organized crime (=committed by large 
organizations of criminals) The recent killings have been linked to organized crime.a 

war crime (=a serious crime committed during a war) The country’s president will be 
charged with war crimes.computer crime It is usually companies that are the victims 
of computer crime.corporate crime (=involving businesses) Those responsible 

for corporate crime often escape punishment.hate crime (=committed against 
someone because of their race, religion etc) Hate crime is a serious 
offence.VERBScommit (a) crime He has committed a serious crime and he deserves to 

be punished. | The crime was committed in the early hours of the morning.carry out a 
crime (=commit a crime. especially one that you have planned) The police are not sure 
how the crime was carried out.Don’t say do a crime. Say commit a crime or carry out a 

crime.turn to crime (=start committing crimes) Youngsters who are bored 
sometimes turn to crime.fight/combat/tackle crime How can the public help the 
police fight crime?solve a crime It took ten years for the police 

to solve the crime.report a crime I immediately telephoned the police 
to report the crime.crime + NOUNSthe crime rate Japan’s crime rate is relatively 
low.the crime figures/statistics The new crime figures are not good.a crime 

wave (=a sudden increase in crime in an area) The village has suffered a crime 
wave recently, with more than 30 burglaries.a crime spree (=when one person 
commits a lot of crimes in a short time) He was arrested after a two-day crime 

spree.crime prevention The police can give you advice on crime prevention.a crime 
syndicate AmE (=an organization of criminals) Women are trapped into prostitution 
by crime syndicates.a crime story/novel/writer Ian Rankin writes crime stories that 

are set in Edinburgh. | Conan Doyle was famous as the crime writer who created 
Sherlock Holmes.PREPOSITIONSa crime against sb There has been an increase 
in crimes against women.PHRASESa victim of crime More help should be offered 

to victims of crime.the scene of the crime also the crime scene (=the place where a 
crime was committed) Detectives were already at the scene of the crime.a crackdown 
on crime (=strong action to fight crime) The government has promised a crackdown 

on crime.be tough on crime (=punish crime severely) Politicians want to appear tough 
on crime.be soft on crime (=not punish crime severely enough) He accused the 
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government of being soft on crime.THESAURUS: crimeILLEGAL  

ACTIONSoffence BrE offense AmEa crime, especially one that has a particular  

description and name in law:It is an offence to drive while using a mobile phone. | He 

was stopped for a minor offence (=one that is not serious). | Drug smuggling is  

a serious offence. | I didn't realise that I was committing a parking  

offence.misdemeanor AmE lawa crime that is not very serious:They pleaded guilty to  

a misdemeanor and were fined.felony especially AmE lawa serious  

crime:He committed a series of violent felonies. | Fewer than 25 percent of the people  

arrested on felony charges are convicted.CRIMES OF STEALINGrobberythe crime of  

stealing from a bank, shop etc:£100,000 was stolen in a bank robbery. | The 

gang carried out a string of daring robberies.burglarythe crime of breaking into  

someone’s home in order to steal things:There have been several burglaries in our  

area. | Many burglaries are carried out at night, when people are asleep. | Some of  

these tools may have been used to commit burglaries.theftthe crime of stealing  

something:Car theft is a big problem. | He was charged with identity theft (=stealing  

another person's personal details, especially in order to get money dishonestly by  

pretending to be that person) | Thefts of credit cards are on the 

increase.shopliftingthe crime of stealing goods from shops:They get money for drugs  

from shoplifting. | The former TV star was found guilty of shoplifting.fraudthe crime of  

getting money from people by tricking them:He’s been charged with tax fraud. | Banks  

are always looking at ways to prevent credit card fraud.larceny especially AmE lawthe 

crime of stealing something:He was found guilty of larceny.phishingthe activity of  

tricking people into giving their personal details, bank numbers etc on the internet, in  

order to steal money from them:One in four computer users reports that they have 

been hit by phishing attempts.VIOLENT CRIMESassaultthe crime of physically attacking  

someone:He was arrested for an assault on a policeman.muggingthe crime of  

attacking and robbing someone in a public place:Muggings usually happen at  

night. | Victims of mugging often do not report the crime to the police.murderthe 

crime of deliberately killing someone:He is accused of the murder of five 

women.homicide especially AmE lawmurder:Homicide rates are rising fastest amongst  

15 to 19-year-olds.rapethe crime of forcing someone to have sex:In most cases of  

rape, the victim knows her attacker.CRIMES AGAINST PROPERTYarsonthe crime of  

deliberately setting fire to a building:The school was completely destroyed in an arson 

attack. | He was charged with committing arson.vandalismthe crime of deliberately  

damaging things, especially public property:He often got into fights and committed  

acts of vandalism.  

criminal1 /ˈkrɪmɪnəl/ noun  someone who is involved in illegal activities or has 

been proved guilty of a crimeADJECTIVES/NOUNS + criminala violent/dangerous 

criminal He believes there should be tougher sentences for violent criminals.a petty 
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criminal (=one who commits crimes that are not very serious) How much time should 

the police spend dealing with petty criminals?a convicted criminal (=someone who 
has been found guilty of a crime) The president pardoned a number of convicted 

criminals.a habitual/hardened/career criminal (=someone who often commits 
crimes) Young offenders should not be put in the same prison as hardened criminals.a 
common criminal (=one who is not special) He was treated like a common criminal.a 

known criminal Some of this man’s friends are known criminals.a suspected 
criminal It is right that the police should keep information on suspected criminals.a 
notorious criminal (=one who is famous for their crimes) The prison houses some of 

Britain’s toughest and most notorious criminals.a wanted criminal (=who the police 
want to arrest) He is one of the ten most wanted criminals in the United States.a war 
criminal (=one who committed serious crimes during a war) They believed that all 

Nazi war criminals should be prosecuted.VERBScatch a criminal also apprehend a 
criminal formal Information from the public helps the police catch criminals.arrest a 
criminal Within hours of the incident, the criminals had been arrested.prosecute a 

criminal The United Nations wanted to prosecute these war criminals.jail a 
criminal More criminals than ever are being jailed.PHRASESbring a criminal to 
justice (=put them on trial) We will make every effort to bring these criminals to 

justice.THESAURUS: criminaloffendersomeone who breaks the law:The courts  

should impose tougher punishments on offenders. | He was sent to a special prison  

for young offenders.crook informala dishonest person, especially one who steals  

money and who you cannot trust:Some politicians are crooks, but not all of  

them. | They’re just a bunch of crooks.felon law especially AmEsomeone who has  

committed a serious crime - used in legal contexts:Convicted felons should not be 

allowed to profit from their crimes.the culpritthe person who has done something  

wrong or illegal:The culprits were never found. | If I ever catch the culprit, he or she is  

in big trouble. | The culprits were just six years old.delinquenta young person who 

behaves badly and is likely to commit crimes – used especially in the phrase juvenile 

delinquent:He later worked with juvenile delinquents in a Florida youth services  

program.accomplicesomeone who helps a criminal to do something illegal:Police 

believe the murderer must have had an accomplice.DIFFERENT TYPES OF  

CRIMINALthiefsomeone who steals things:Car thieves have been active in the 

area. | The thieves stole over £5,000 worth of jewellery.robbersomeone who steals  

money or valuable things from a bank, shop etc, especially while people are 

watching:A masked robber armed with a shotgun asked him to hand over all the 

money. | They were the most successful bank robbers in US history.burglarsomeone 

who goes into people’s homes in order to steal:The burglars broke in through a  

window.shopliftersomeone who steals goods from shops:The cameras have helped 

the store catch several shoplifters.pickpocketsomeone who steals things from 

people’s pockets, especially in a crowd:A sign warned that pickpockets were active in  

the station.conman/fraudstersomeone who deceives people in order to get money or  

things:Conmen tricked the woman into giving them her savings, as an  
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‘investment’.forgersomeone who illegally copies official documents, money, artworks  

etc:He was a skilful forger who produced pictures that fooled museum 

curators.counterfeitersomeone who illegally copies money, official documents, or  

goods:Counterfeiters in Colombia are printing almost perfect dollar  

bills.piratesomeone who illegally copies and sells another person’s work:DVD 

piratesmuggersomeone who attacks and robs people in public places:Muggers took his  

money and his mobile phone.murderersomeone who deliberately kills someone 

else:His murderer was sentenced to life imprisonment. | Do you think they should  

execute murderers? | Breivik was a mass murderer who killed 77 people (=someone 

who kills a large number of people).serial killersomeone who kills several people, one 

after the other over a period of time, in a similar way:Shipman was a trusted family  

doctor who became Britain’s worst serial killer.rapistsomeone who forces someone 

else to have sex:Some rapists drug their victims so that they become unconscious.sex 

offendersomeone who is guilty of a crime related to sex:Too many sex offenders are 

released from prison early.vandalsomeone who deliberately damages public  

property:Vandals broke most of the school’s windows.arsonistsomeone who 

deliberately sets fire to a building:The warehouse fire may have been the work of an  

arsonist.  

criminal2 /ˈkrɪmənəl, ˈkrɪmɪnəl/ adjective  1. used to describe something that is 

a crimeNOUNSa criminal offence/act Driving without insurance is a criminal 
offence.criminal activity/behaviour There was no evidence of any criminal 

activity. | Is it possible that the tendency to criminal behaviour is inherited?criminal 
wrongdoing AmE (=actions that are illegal) The investigation cleared him of 
any criminal wrongdoing.criminal damage BrE (=damaging someone’s property 

illegally) He was charged with criminal damage to his boss’s car.criminal 
negligence (=not taking enough care to protect people you are responsible 
for) Charges of criminal negligence were brought against senior staff.2. relating to 

actions of lawyers or the police that are concerned with crimeNOUNSa criminal 
charge He faces criminal charges under the Official Secrets Act.a criminal 
conviction (=an official decision that someone is guilty of a crime) He had a criminal 

conviction for fraud.a criminal investigation The FBI is conducting a criminal 
investigation into the bombing.a criminal record (=the fact that someone has 
committed crimes in the past, which the police have a record of) It can be difficult for 

someone with a criminal record to find work.the criminal justice system How 
effective is our criminal justice system?a criminal case These courts deal with the 
overwhelming majority of criminal cases.a criminal trial His year-long criminal 

trial ended in October.a criminal court (=that deals with crimes) The trial will take 
place in an international criminal court.criminal proceedings (=legal actions to deal 
with criminals) Criminal proceedings have been started against the 

demonstrators.criminal law The basic principle of English criminal law is that a person 
is presumed innocent until they have been shown to be guilty of an offence.a criminal 
lawyer (=who deals with criminal cases) He was a criminal lawyer who defended 

Capone and other gangsters. Criminal or civil?You use criminal when talking about  
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crimes, for example robbery or crimes of violence. You use civil about cases involving  

legal disagreements about property, business etc, rather than crimes: The case will  

be heard in a civil court. The magistrate deals with civil cases.  

crisis /ˈkraɪsəs, ˈkraɪsɪs/ noun  a very bad situation, especially one that must be 

dealt with quicklyADJECTIVES/NOUNS + crisisa major/serious/deep/severe 

crisis The company is in the middle of a major financial crisis.the worst/biggest 
crisis This is the worst crisis the industry has ever faced.an 
economic/political/financial etc crisis Europe was hit by an economic crisis.an 

energy/fuel/debt etc crisis The rising cost of oil could create another energy crisis.a 
worsening/deepening crisis The strikes came during a worsening economic crisis.a 
personal/family crisis She had to take time off work because of a family crisis.a 

constitutional crisis (=relating to the way a country is governed) President Nixon’s 
involvement in the Watergate Affair led to a constitutional crisis.a midlife 
crisis (=when someone is in their 40s or 50s and realises they are no longer 

young) Some men have a midlife crisis and start dating women half their age.a cash 
crisis (=a lack of money) The council is facing a cash crisis and needs to reduce its 
staff.VERBScreate/cause a crisis The people fled the country, creating a huge 

refugee crisis.precipitate a crisis formal (=make a crisis start suddenly) The rising oil 
prices precipitated an energy crisis.face a crisis Many families are facing a 
debt crisis.go through/experience a crisis The company is going through a serious 

financial crisis.deal with/handle a crisis Many voters thought the 
president handled the crisis badly.tackle/resolve a crisis (=deal with it 
successfully) We still hope that the hostage crisis can be resolved by negotiation.avert 

a crisis formal (=stop it happening) More talks were proposed in an attempt 
to avert a crisis.defuse a crisis (=stop it developing further) Diplomatic efforts 
to defuse the crisis have failed.a crisis is looming (=seems likely to happen 

soon) There is a crisis looming for the European Union.crisis + NOUNSa crisis 
situation We could end up in a crisis situation.(a) crisis point (=the point at which a 
problem becomes a crisis) Events were now reaching crisis point.crisis 

management (=dealing with crises) Most of my job consists of crisis 
management.crisis talks (=discussions about a crisis) The prime minister went back to 
London for crisis talks.PREPOSITIONSin crisis The country is in crisis. | The 

construction industry is an industry in crisis.during a crisis During the oil crisis, 
American companies began producing smaller cars.in a crisis We want a leader who 
can keep calm in a crisis.PHRASESa time of crisis The countries provide support for 

each other in times of crisis.a way out of a crisis There appears to be no way out of 
the current financial crisis. 

crispy /ˈkrɪspi/ adjective  THESAURUS > hard (1) 

criterion AC /kraɪˈtɪəriən $ -ˈtɪr-/ noun  a standard that you use to judge 

something or make a decision about something This word is usually used in the plural,  

which is criteria. The singular word criterion sounds very  

formal. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + criterionthe main/key criteria What are your main 

criteria when you are choosing someone for the job?the sole criterion (=the only 
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one) Examination results are still seen as the sole criterion for success in 

education.objective criteria (=based on fact and not opinion) Are there objective 
criteria for deciding whether a work of art is good or bad?strict criteria All the cars are 

tested to make sure they meet strict criteria.basic/essential criteria The form sets 
out the basic criteria for applying for a loan.academic/political/environmental etc 
criteria The winning product must satisfy a range of environmental criteria.selection 

criteria (=for choosing someone or something) Our two main selection criteria were 
the skill of the artists, and their ability to teach.VERBSmeet/satisfy/fulfil the 
criteria I hope my experience meets the criteria for the job.use/apply 

criteria What criteria do we use to decide whether one book is better than 
another? | We apply the same criteria to everybody.be based on criteria The judge’s 
decisions are based on clear criteria.establish/set out/lay down 

criteria The criteria are laid down in the official guidelines.PREPOSITIONScriteria for 
(doing) sth The document gives the criteria for assessing students’ work.PHRASESa 
set/list of criteria There is a list of criteria that you must meet in order to pass your 

driving test. | Doctors use an established set of criteria when deciding what is wrong 
with the patient. 

critic /ˈkrɪtɪk/ noun  1. someone whose job is to write or broadcast giving their 

opinion of new plays, films, exhibitions etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS + critica 
film/art/music etc critic Film critics say that it is his best film for a long time.a 
literary critic (=of books and other literature) Literary critics were shocked by the 

novel when it first appeared.a theatre/restaurant/food critic One restaurant critic 
said that the food was overpriced.a distinguished critic (=well known and very 
respected) She is one of the country’s most distinguished art critics.VERBSa critic 

reviews sth (=writes or says what they think of it) The critics who reviewed the play 
said that it wasn’t very good.a critic praises sth The play was 
highly praised by critics.a critic pans sth informal also a critic slates 

sth BrE informal (=criticizes something strongly) The film was panned by critics but 
was a commercial success.a critic attacks sth Many critics attacked Seurat’s paintings 
for their lack of colour.a critic hails sth as sth (=describes something as very 

good) Critics hailed the film as a triumph.2. someone who criticizes a person, 
organization, idea etcADJECTIVESa fierce/harsh/sharp/strong critic He is one of the 
president’s fiercest critics.a leading/prominent critic (=one who is well known for 

criticizing someone or something) She has been among the leading critics of the 
theory.an outspoken/vocal critic (=one who often criticizes very openly and 
directly) Her father, an outspoken critic of the regime, was killed by police.a frequent 

critic He has been a frequent critic of the government.a longtime critic (=one who 
has been criticizing someone or something for a long time) The senator is a longtime 
critic of the war.VERBSanswer your critics How would you answer your critics?silence 

your critics (=make them stop criticizing you) The regime tried 
to silence its critics.confound your critics (=do well after being 
criticized) She confounded her critics and the show was a great success.disarm your 

critics (=make them feel more friendly towards you) The best way 
to disarm your critics is to make them laugh.PREPOSITIONSa critic of sth The senator 
is well-known as a critic of the president’s economic policies.PHRASESprove your 

critics wrong She was desperate to prove her critics wrong.sth has its 
critics also sth is not without its critics (=it is criticized by some people) This 
policy was not without its critics within the party. 
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critical /ˈkrɪtɪkəl/ adjective  1. if you are critical, you criticize someone or 

somethingADJECTIVEShighly critical He made some highly critical remarks.strongly 
critical Many parents are strongly critical of the school.openly critical She was openly 
critical of the government’s decision.PREPOSITIONScritical of sth/sb The teacher was 

rather critical of my essay.NOUNSa critical comment/remark He made some 
very critical comments about the prime minister.a critical report She wrote a 
highly critical report about the country’s prison system.a critical assessment The 

book provides a critical assessment of the poet’s major works.2. extremely 
importantADJECTIVESabsolutely critical It’s absolutely critical that we find out the 
truth.NOUNSa critical factor Temperature is the most critical factor in food storage.a 

critical issue We need an immediate decision on this critical issue.a critical 
moment/time Right now he faces the most critical time in his career.a critical 
period/stage in sth The negotiations have reached a critical stage.a critical need 

for sth There is a critical need for food and clean water in the disaster area.PHRASESof 
critical importance Foreign trade is of critical importance to the country. 

criticism /ˈkrɪtəsɪzəm, ˈkrɪtɪsɪzəm/ noun  remarks that say what you think is bad 

about someone or somethingADJECTIVESstrong/severe/heavy criticism The decision 
to build the road received strong criticism from environmental 
groups.fierce/harsh/sharp/bitter criticism (=involving angry feelings) The prison 

system has been the object of fierce criticism.main criticism My main criticism is that 
the film is too long.a major criticism One major criticism is that the system is very 
complicated.a minor criticism A minor criticism of the book is that the sections are 

not numbered.a valid criticism In his article, he made a number of valid 
criticisms.unfair criticism I feel young people come in for a lot of unfair 
criticism.constructive criticism (=that will help you improve something) I 

welcome constructive criticism of my work.public criticism (=in public) As a politician, 
you have to get used to public criticism.widespread criticism (=from many different 
people) There was widespread criticism of his speech.growing/mounting 

criticism The government last night faced mounting criticism over its plans to 
introduce a new higher rate of tax.outspoken criticism (=said very openly and 
directly) I was surprised by his outspoken criticism of the system.scathing 

criticism (=attacking someone or something very strongly) The minister came in 
for scathing criticism from the press.an implied criticism (=suggested indirectly, 

rather than said openly) She sensed the implied criticism in his remarks.VERBSmake a 
criticism The only criticism I would make is that the film was a little too 
long.express/voice a criticism The report expressed criticism of the way the police 

handled the situation.face criticism The United States faces international criticism 
because of its refusal to take part in the talks.come under criticism/come in for 
criticism also be subjected to criticism formal (=be criticized) The new law came 

under fierce criticism. | These arrangements have been subjected 
to considerable criticism.receive/meet with criticism (=be criticized) His theory met 
with harsh criticism from colleagues.draw/attract/provoke criticism (=be 

criticized) The plan has drawn criticism from environmental groups.accept/take 
criticism (=listen to it and learn from it) I am not very good at taking 
criticism.level/direct criticism at sb/sth (=criticize someone or something) A great 

deal of criticism was levelled at the manager.single sb out for criticism (=criticize 
one person in particular) The goalkeeper was singled out for criticism.answer/address 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [510] 

a criticism How would you answer their criticisms?PREPOSITIONScriticism of 

sb/sth There has been much criticism of the government’s housing policy.PHRASESbe 
the subject/object of criticism (=be criticized by people) The club has been the 

subject of criticism since last October.be open to criticism (=be able to be 
criticized) The magazine is open to criticism for printing the article.be sensitive to 
criticism (=care about or be upset by criticism) He was highly sensitive to criticism in 

the press.a storm/barrage of criticism (=a lot of criticism) His comments provoked 
a barrage of criticism. 

criticize also criticise BrE /ˈkrɪtəsaɪz, ˈkrɪtɪsaɪz/ verb  to say that you think 

someone has done something badly, or that something has been badly 

doneADVERBSstrongly/severely/heavily criticize sb/sth The president was strongly 
criticized for the way in which he handled the crisis.sharply/harshly criticize 
sb/sth (=in an angry way) The report sharply criticized the behaviour of some 

banks.criticize sb unfairly He feels that he has been criticized unfairly.be widely 
criticized (=by many people) The research has been widely criticized, because of the 
methods that were used.publicly criticize sb/sth The coach publicly criticized the 

referee’s decision.openly criticize sb/sth (=in a public and direct way) People 
who openly criticize the government are likely to end up in prison.roundly criticize 

sb/sth (=strongly and severely) Their research has been roundly 
criticized.PREPOSITIONScriticize sb/sth for (doing) sth He criticized the 
president for failing to send aid.be criticized as sth The system has been criticized 

as undemocratic.PHRASESbe quick to criticize sb/sth Their opponents were quick to 
criticize the plan.criticize sb/sth on the grounds that (=for the reason that) The 

survey was criticized on the grounds that the sample was too small.THESAURUS: 

criticizebe critical of sb/sthto criticize someone or something, especially by giving  

detailed reasons for this:The report was highly critical of the police investigation. | The 

press have been critical of his leadership style.attackto criticize someone or something  

very strongly, especially publicly in the newspapers, on TV etc:They attacked the 

government’s decision to undertake nuclear weapons tests.lay into sb/tear into sbto  

criticize someone very strongly for something they have done, especially by shouting  

at them:He started laying into one of his staff for being late.tear sb/sth to shredsto  

find a lot of things wrong with someone’s arguments or ideas and make them seem 

very weak:The prosecution will tear him to shreds.panto strongly criticize a film, play  

etc in the newspapers, on TV etc:Her first movie was panned by the critics.be 

pilloried especially writtento be strongly criticized or made fun of by a lot of people in  

the newspapers, on TV etc:He was pilloried in the right-wing press.condemnto say 

very strongly in public that you do not approve of something or someone, especially  

because you think they are morally wrong:Politicians were quick to condemn the 

bombing. | I strongly condemn any terrorist act.TO CRITICIZE UNFAIRLYfind fault  

with sb/sthto criticize things that you think are wrong with something, especially  

small and unimportant things:She is quick to find fault with other people’s work.pick 

holes in sth informalto criticize something by finding many small faults in it, often in a  

way that seems unreasonable and unfair:Why are you always picking holes in my 
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work? | If they try to pick holes in your argument, just say they don't know what they 

are talking about.knockto criticize someone or something, in an unfair and 

unreasonable way:I know it’s fashionable to knock Tony Blair, but I think he did a good  

job. | You shouldn't knock him - he's no worse than all the others.  

crop /krɒp $ krɑːp/ noun  1. a plant such as wheat, rice, or fruit that is grown by 

farmersADJECTIVES/NOUNS + cropthe wheat/cereal/rice etc crop In January, 
farmers prepare the ground for the potato crop.a food crop The land is unfit for food 

crops.a staple crop (=an important one that forms a big part of people’s diet) In 
Japan, rice has been the staple crop for centuries.a cash crop (=grown to be sold 
rather than used) Cotton is grown here as a cash crop.an export crop (=grown to be 

exported) Cocoa is the country’s main export crop.genetically modified 
crops also GM crops (=ones that have had their genetic structure changed) GM crops 
could cause huge problems for the environment.an arable/agricultural crop (=grown 

on farm land) A lot of woodland has been cleared for arable crops.VERBS + cropgrow a 
crop also cultivate a crop formal They grow crops such as beans and 
maize.plant/sow a crop They cleared the ground and planted crops.spray 

crops Crops are sprayed with chemicals to protect against insects and disease.irrigate 
crops (=water them) Water from the river was used to irrigate crops.rotate 

crops (=regularly change the crops grown on a piece of land) Crops are 
sometimes rotated with grass.sth destroys/damages a crop The crops were 
destroyed by insects.crop + VERBSa crop grows They prayed for rain that would help 

the crops grow.a crop ripens (=becomes ripe and ready to pick) It is too cold here 
for crops to ripen.a crop fails (=does not grow or produce food properly) The drought 
meant the crops failed and food was scarce.crop + NOUNScrop production The area is 

mostly unsuitable for crop production.crop failure (=failure to grow or produce 
food) Ethiopia’s 1989 crop failure was disastrous.crop damage The storms caused crop 
damage across the country.crop rotation (=the practice of not growing the same 

crops in the same place each year) Crop rotation helps build up soil fertility.2. the 
amount of wheat, rice, fruit etc that is produced in a seasonADJECTIVESa 
good/heavy/big crop We had a good crop this year.a bumper crop (=a very large 

amount) They will have to find somewhere to store their bumper crop.a record 
crop (=the largest amount ever) They had a record crop of grapes last year.a poor 
crop Food prices rose last spring as a result of poor crops.VERBSproduce/yield a 

crop Olive trees usually produce a big crop every two years.harvest/bring in/gather 
a crop Brazil’s coffee crop begins to be harvested in May.PREPOSITIONSa crop of 
sth If you follow these instructions, you should get a good crop of apples next year. 

cross1 /krɒs $ krɒːs/ verb  to go from one side of something to the 

otherNOUNScross a road/street Always look carefully when you 
are crossing the street.cross a river We decided to cross the river lower down.cross 

the ocean/sea They crossed the Atlantic Ocean in a small sailing ship.cross a 
border The men had crossed the border illegally.cross a bridge After crossing the 
bridge, follow the path on your right.cross a line He crossed the finish line in under 10 

seconds. 

cross2 /krɒs $ krɒːs/ adjective  THESAURUS > angry 

crowd /kraʊd/ noun  a large group of people who have gathered together to do 

or watch somethingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + crowda big/large/huge crowd A big 
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crowd gathered outside the parliament building.a good crowd (=a big one at an 

event) There was a good crowd on the first night of the show.a 5,000-
strong/15,000-strong etc crowd The match took place in front of a 30,000-strong 

crowd.a record crowd (=the biggest one there has ever been) They were playing 
before a record crowd of 50,000.a capacity crowd (=the largest number that a place 
can hold) The band performed brilliantly to a capacity crowd.a sellout crowd (=one at 

an event where every ticket has been sold) The team won in front of a sellout crowd of 
17,765.an angry/hostile crowd The president’s car was attacked by an angry 
crowd.an excited/ enthusiastic/appreciative/adoring crowd Clinton was greeted 

by an enthusiastic crowd. | He was trying to make himself heard in the middle of 
an excited crowd.the home crowd (=the supporters of the team who are playing in 
their own town or country) There was a roar from the home crowd as he 

scored.crowd + VERBSa crowd gathers A large crowd had gathered to watch the 
procession.a crowd cheers The crowd cheered as the team came onto the pitch.a 
crowd roars (=shouts loudly in a very excited way) As the band appeared, the crowd 

roared in approval.a crowd disperses/breaks up (=goes away in different 
directions) The speech finished and the crowd began to disperse.crowds line the 
street/route etc Huge crowds lined the streets on the day of the royal wedding.a 

crowd surges forward (=people all move forward together) Police officers began to 
lose control and the crowd surged forward.VERBS + crowdattract/draw a crowd The 
ceremony is expected to draw a crowd of more than 1,000.pull in a crowd (=attract a 

lot of people) Low prices always pull in the crowds.disperse/break up a 
crowd (=make a crowd go away in different directions) Troops fired warning shots in 
an attempt to disperse the crowd.address a crowd (=speak to them) He went up onto 

the platform and addressed the crowd.entertain a 
crowd He entertained the crowd with a fine display of tennis.mingle/mix with the 
crowd (=join a crowd to be friendly or in order not to be noticed) Police officers in plain 

clothes were sent to mingle with the crowd.crowd + NOUNScrowd control The police 
officers were trained in crowd control.crowd trouble/violence (=at a sports 
event) The match was abandoned because of crowd trouble.PHRASESa crowd of 

people/supporters/demonstrators I pushed my way through the crowd of 
people. | He spoke to a crowd of supporters outside the court. | Police fired into 
a crowd of demonstrators.a crowd of onlookers (=people who stop to watch 

something that is happening) A crowd of onlookers had gathered to see what the 

argument was about.THESAURUS: crowdmoba crowd of noisy and violent people  

who are difficult to control:An angry mob set fire to cars and buildings. | The 

leadership had been criticized for giving in to mob rule (=a situation in which violent  

angry groups of people control what happens).massa very large crowd which is not  

moving and which is very difficult to move through:I tried to find my way through  

the huge mass of people in front of me.hordea large crowd of people, especially  

people who are behaving in a way that you disapprove of or that annoys you:In  

summer the town is full of hordes of tourists.in drovesin a crowd of people – used 

especially when you are talking about a crowd of people who move from one place to  

another:The public came in droves to see the event.throng literarya very large 

crowd:A great throng had gathered to listen to his speech.flocka large group of people  
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of the same type, especially when they have a leader:A flock of children were being  

shown through the museum. | Flocks of visitors come to see the house. The original  

meaning of flock is about a flock of sheep or birds. packa group of people of the 

same type, especially a group you do not approve of:A pack of reporters shouted  

questions. | Mobs hunted in packs, smashing windows and looting goods. The original  

meaning of pack is about a pack of dogs or other animals. swarma large crowd of  

people who are moving quickly in many directions in a very uncontrolled way:A swarm 

of children ran into the playground. | The castle attracts swarms of tourists. The  

original meaning of swarm is about a swarm of bees or other insects. crusha 

crowd of people who are pressed close together:There was such a crush on the Metro 

this morning.multitude formala very large number of people, especially ordinary  

people:The emperor came out to speak to the multitude.  

crowded /ˈkraʊdəd, ˈkraʊdɪd/ adjective  if a place is crowded, there are a lot of 

people and it is difficult to move aroundNOUNSa crowded train/bus The train was 
very crowded, and we had to stand.a crowded restaurant/bar/room etc We were in 
a crowded bar, full of English soccer fans. | The restaurant was crowded and noisy.a 

crowded street She pushed her way through the narrow crowded streets.a crowded 
station/airport The stations are always crowded during the rush 

hour.PREPOSITIONScrowded with people/traffic/shoppers The narrow streets 
were crowded with holiday traffic.ADVERBSdensely crowded The people live in densely 
crowded conditions.increasingly crowded The roads are becoming increasingly 

crowded and we all need to use our cars less.THESAURUS: 

crowdedpackedtrain | house | hall | courtroomyou use packed about trains,  

theatres, and other public places that are very crowded:The trains are 

always packed at this time of day. | On the first night of the play, the house was  

packed (=the theatre was completely full). | He spoke to a packed lecture hall. | There 

was silence in the packed courtroom. | The bus was packed with people returning  

from their  

holidays.busyroad | street | intersection | town | station | airport | shopping 

centrea busy road, town etc is full of people or vehicles:We live next to a busy  

road and you can hear the traffic all the time. | He was crossing a busy street and got  

hit by a car. | The accident happened at a busy intersection. | Skipton is  

a busy market town. | The group exploded a bomb outside 

a busy railway station. | Tens of millions of passengers pass through busy airports like  

London’s Heathrow every year. | The former factory is now a busy shopping  

centre. | At this time of day, the city centre is busy 

with shoppers.overcrowdedcities | prison | train | conditionsif a place is  
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overcrowded, there are too many people in it and it feels uncomfortable:More and 

more people are choosing to leave Japan’s overcrowded cities. | The 

country’s prisons are terribly overcrowded. | Perry was fed up with travelling on 

overcrowded trains to a boring bank job. | The workers live in overcrowded 

conditions.teemingstreets | citiesfull of people who are all moving around – used to  

describe a place where there is a lot of activity:He got lost in the teeming streets of  

Cairo. | In the teeming cities of Asia, car pollution is becoming more and more of a  

problem. | The border area is teeming with soldiers.THESAURUS: 

crowded→ busy (2)  

crucial AC /ˈkruːʃəl/ adjective  extremely important, especially because other 

things depend on itNOUNSa crucial factor/part/element Timing was a crucial 

factor in the company’s success.a crucial point They forget to mention one crucial 
point – how are we going to pay back the money?the crucial thing The crucial thing is 
not to start until you are completely ready.a crucial issue/question They will be 

focusing on the crucial issue of the economy. | The crucial question is: why does this 
happen?a crucial moment/time/point/stage He withdrew his support at a crucial 
moment.a crucial difference There is a crucial difference between British and 

American attitudes.a crucial step The talks are a crucial step towards peace.crucial 
information/evidence The government did not share this crucial information. | The 
prosecution had forgotten one piece of crucial evidence.a crucial decision This is 

a crucial decision which needs a lot of careful thought.ADVERBSabsolutely 
crucial Technology has an absolutely crucial role in modern medicine.VERBSprove 
crucial (=be crucial) His appointment was to prove crucial to the organization’s 

success.remain crucial Oil remains crucial to the country’s 
economy.regard/consider sth as crucial The city was regarded as crucial to the 
area’s defence.PREPOSITIONScrucial to/for (doing) sth In some countries, money 

is crucial to success in politics.crucial in doing sth Ted’s mother was crucial in forming 
his outlook on life.PHRASESplay a crucial role/part in sth Parents play a crucial role 
in preparing their children for adult life.be of crucial importance Good leadership is of 

crucial importance in motivating staff.THESAURUS: crucial→ important (1)  

crude /kruːd/ adjective  THESAURUS > simple 

cruel /ˈkruːəl/ adjective  1. very unkind – used when someone deliberately 

causes suffering to a person or an animalNOUNSa cruel man/woman/person The 
king was a cruel man and everyone hated him.a cruel joke/trick Simon made cruel 
jokes about her appearance.cruel treatment There are laws against the cruel 

treatment of prisoners.a cruel punishment The death penalty is an 
unnecessarily cruel punishment.a cruel sport Many people think hunting is a cruel 

sport.a cruel act He deserves to be punished for this cruel act.a cruel streak (=a 
cruel part of your character) My boss had a cruel streak and she loved to humiliate 
people.ADVERBSunnecessarily cruel His reaction seemed unnecessarily 

cruel.unspeakably/hideously cruel (=in an extreme and shocking way) The press 
were unspeakably cruel about her.PREPOSITIONScruel to sb Children can be very cruel 

to each other sometimes.THESAURUS: cruelheartlessnot feeling any pity and 
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not caring about other people or their problems:He was cold and heartless and had no 

concern for the welfare of his employees. | How could you be so heartless? | Heartless  

thieves stole all the old lady’s  

money.sadisticpleasure | treatment | violence | killer | crime | streakgetting  

pleasure from making other people suffer:The guards took sadistic pleasure in abusing  

prisoners. | The judge described him as a sadistic killer who showed no mercy to his  

victims. | He had a sadistic streak in him which frightened her. | He was vicious and 

sadistic, and beat us  

regularly.barbaricact | practice | murder | crime | sport | punishmentextremely  

cruel, in a way that shocks people:The bombing was a barbaric act. | Keeping chickens  

in tiny cages is a barbaric practice. | We have all been profoundly shocked by 

this barbaric crime.viciousattack | assault | war | fight | dog | killervery violent  

and cruel, especially by suddenly attacking someone and causing injury to them:It was  

a vicious attack on an innocent man. | Some dogs can be vicious. Vicious is also used  

when someone says or writes cruel things: The newspaper launched a vicious  

attack on him. | I don’t know who was responsible for these vicious  

rumours. brutalassault | attack | murder | killing | violence | treatment | dicta

tor | regime | honesty | criticismvery cruel and violent, in a way that shows no 

human feelings:He was the victim of a brutal assault. | Many people died under  

his brutal regime (=political system). | One of the judges is known for his brutal  

honesty (=honesty that might upset  

people).inhumanetreatment | act | conditionsinhumane conditions, treatment etc  

cause too much suffering and should not be allowed:The prisoners were subjected  

to inhumane treatment. | He is charged with committing murder and inhumane 

acts against Muslims. | The animals had been kept in inhumane conditions. | The 

punishments were inhumane and degrading (=showing no respect).cold-

bloodedmurder | killing | massacre | killer | murderer | psychopathextremely  

cruel and showing no pity or emotion when killing or attacking someone:Bates was  

charged with the cold-blooded murder of his girlfriend. | Prosecutors say the brothers  

are cold-blooded killers.2. used when something happens that makes someone suffer 

or feel very unhappyNOUNSa cruel blow His death was a cruel blow.a cruel 

irony (=situation that is cruel and unusual or the opposite of what you expect) It’s 
a cruel irony that a woman who has helped so many cancer sufferers should die from 
cancer herself.a cruel twist (of fate) (=a cruel situation that you were not 

expecting) He considered his illness to be a cruel twist of fate.a cruel world It’s a cruel 
world out there.a cruel death His cruel death from a brain tumour at the age of 35 
devastated his parents. 

cruelty /ˈkruːəlti/ noun  behaviour or actions that deliberately cause pain to 

people or animalsADJECTIVESdeliberate cruelty This was an act of deliberate 
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cruelty which deserves the most severe punishment allowed.terrible/unimaginable 

cruelty The prisoners were treated with unimaginable cruelty.extreme cruelty The 
film contains scenes of extreme cruelty.mental cruelty (=involving the mind rather 

than the body) The most common reason women give for leaving their husbands 
is mental cruelty.VERBSinflict cruelty on sb (=do something cruel to someone) The 
court found him guilty of inflicting cruelty on a child.suffer cruelty Animals should not 

be allowed to suffer cruelty.NOUNS + crueltyanimal/child cruelty Her ex-partner was 
convicted of child cruelty.PREPOSITIONScruelty to/towards sb Cruelty towards slaves 
was common.PHRASESan act of cruelty formal He was charged with committing an act 

of cruelty. 

cruise noun  a holiday on a boat, or a journey by boat for 

pleasureADJECTIVES/NOUNS + cruisea luxury cruise He went on a luxury cruise to 

Alaska.a Mediterranean/Caribbean/Nile etc cruise On our Mediterranean cruise, 
we visited Italy, Greece, and Turkey.a world cruise (=around the world) How much 

would a world cruise cost?a river cruise We all enjoyed the river cruise on the Rhine.a 
pleasure cruise I wanted to take a pleasure cruise on the lake.VERBSgo on a 
cruise What about going on a cruise down the Nile?take a cruise We thought 

about taking a ten-day cruise in the Caribbean.cruise + NOUNSa cruise ship/liner It is 
the largest cruise ship ever built.a cruise line/operator (=a company that provides 
cruises) Many cruise lines offer short cruises out of Florida.PREPOSITIONSa cruise on a 

river/lake/ocean etc You can take a cruise on the lake.a cruise down the Nile/the 
Seine/the coast We planned to sail her on a year-long cruise down the Atlantic 
coast.a cruise around the Caribbean/the island/the world They were on a 

luxury cruise around the world.a cruise to sth They were planning a weekend cruise 
to Jamaica. 

crumb noun  THESAURUS > piece 

crumble verb  THESAURUS > break1 (1) 

crunchy adjective  THESAURUS > hard (1) 

crusade /kruːˈseɪd/ noun  a determined attempt to change something because 

you think you are morally rightADJECTIVESa moral crusade She began a moral 

crusade against sex and violence on television.a national/nationwide crusade The 
president launched a national crusade to raise standards in schools.a personal 
crusade (=a crusade that someone works hard for and is very interested in) The 

campaign to change the law has become something of a personal crusade for him.a 
one-man crusade He launched a one-man crusade to change the system.a great 
crusade People remember him for his great crusade against slavery.a religious 

crusade The movement for independence became something like a religious 
crusade.an ideological crusade especially disapproving (=a crusade in which you try 
to change people’s attitudes about something) She seems to be on an ideological 

crusade against liberalism.VERBSlaunch a crusade (=begin a crusade) The new 
mayor launched a crusade against corruption in the city.lead a crusade She led a 
crusade for democracy that resulted in free elections in 1988.join a crusade The 

doctor inspired hundreds of people to join his crusade to provide hospital care for poor 
youngsters.PREPOSITIONScrusade against sth He seems to be running a one-
man crusade against cigarette smoking.crusade for sth She started her crusade 

for women’s voting rights in 1918.be on a crusade He has been on a crusade to 
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improve automobile safety for over 30 years. The Crusades were originally wars  

fought by Christians against Muslims in the Middle Ages.  

cry1 /kraɪ/ verb  1. to produce tears, usually because you are unhappy or 

hurtADVERBScry quietly/softly/silently The woman was crying softly to herself in a 
corner of the room.cry loudly The little boy cried loudly and refused to go up to his 
room.cry uncontrollably When she saw him, she started to cry uncontrollably.cry 

hysterically (=very loudly and uncontrollably) The girl cried hysterically and her 
friends tried to calm her.VERBSmake sb cry The end of the book was so sad that 
it made me cry.PREPOSITIONScry about/over sth I didn’t know what he was crying 

about. | There is no point in crying over that now.cry for sb (=because you feel sorry 
for them, or want them) She cried for herself and for all those who had suffered like 
her. | The baby was crying for her mother.cry with rage/pain/relief etc I was 

almost crying with rage.PHRASEScan’t stop crying She was so unhappy, she couldn’t 
stop crying.feel like crying (=used when something makes you feel very 
upset) Today’s been a really bad day. I just felt like crying.cry your eyes out/cry 

your heart out (=cry a lot) Lucy read the letter and cried her eyes out.cry all the 
time When my girlfriend left me, I cried all the time.cry like a baby (=cry a lot and 
without control) I cried like a baby when I heard the news.cry yourself to sleep (=cry 

until you fall asleep) That night, in his lonely room, he cried himself to sleep.cry so 
hard (that)... She was crying so hard they couldn’t understand what she was 

saying.THESAURUS: crybe in tearsto be crying:By the end of his story, we were 

all in tears.be close to tearsto be almost crying:You could see that she was close to  

tears.weep literaryto cry, especially for a long time:His mother put her head on the 

table and wept.sobto cry, taking sudden loud breaths:I could hear someone sobbing in  

the next room.wailto cry very loudly in a high voice:The baby started wailing for its  

mother.whimperto cry quietly and weakly:She began rocking to and fro, whimpering  

softly.hold/fight back the tearsto make a big effort not to cry:She told her  

story, struggling to hold back the tears.your eyes waterif your eyes water, they have 

tears in them, for example because of smoke, wind, or when you are cutting  

onions:The onions were making my eyes water. | She was laughing so much that her  

eyes started to water.TO START CRYINGburst into tearsto suddenly start crying:The 

man shouted at her and she suddenly burst into tears.break downto start crying after  

trying hard not to cry, especially when talking about something very upsetting:He 

broke down and begged for forgiveness. | When I saw what had happened to him, I  

just broke down and cried.2. to shout or say something loudly: “Someone please help 

us!” he cried. I heard someone cry my name. 

cry2 /kraɪ/ noun  a shout or a loud sound expressing pain, fear, pleasure 

etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS + crya loud cry There were loud cries of protest when he said 

this.a great cry (=a loud cry by a lot of people) With a great cry, they charged into 
battle.a small/little cry She gave a small cry and ran towards me.a low cry (=not 
loud or high) I heard a long low cry of despair.a sharp cry (=loud, short, and 

sudden) He gave a sharp cry of pain.a strangled/stifled cry (=that stops before it is 
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finished) The girl gave a stifled cry of disappointment.a muffled/faint cry (=that 

cannot be heard clearly) I thought I heard a muffled cry from the next room.an 
anguished/agonised/desperate cry (=full of unhappiness) She gave an anguished 

cry, calling his name.a plaintive cry (=a high sad cry) They could hear the plaintive 
cries of the wounded.a wild cry (=showing uncontrolled emotion) Their wild 
cries frightened me.a battle/war cry (=used in a battle to show courage and frighten 

the enemy) They charged forward, shouting their battle cry.VERBSgive/let out/utter 
a cry The woman looked up and gave a cry of fear. | Seeing the mountains, 
she uttered a cry of delight.PREPOSITIONSa cry of pain/despair/delight etc He fell 

with a sharp cry of surprise.a cry for help/mercy etc Two walkers heard his cries for 
help.a cry of "No"/"Stop" etc There were cries of “No!” from the crowd. 

cube noun  THESAURUS > piece 

cult1 adjective  popular and fashionable, often among a small group of 

peoplecult + NOUNSa cult film/book/show/TV programme ‘Easy Rider’ became 

a cult film in the late 1960s.a cult object The Mini is a classic car, cult object, and 
lifestyle symbol.a cult hero The actor James Dean acquired the status of a cult hero.a 
cult figure His sense of humor and fondness for simple rock and roll helped make him 

a cult figure.a cult following (=small group of people who admire someone or 
something) The band soon acquired a cult following.cult status The actress gained cult 
status for her role in the 1965 Russ Meyer movie ‘Faster, Pussycat! Kill!’ 

cult2 noun  a small religious group with extreme beliefsVERBSjoin a 

cult He joined a strange religious cult.belong to a cult She belongs to a cult, having 

abandoned her family many years ago.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + culta religious cult It is 
surprisingly easy for people to become involved in religious cults.cult + NOUNSa cult 
leader The cult leader ordered his followers to commit suicide.a cult member also a 

member of a cult Cult members are not allowed to read or watch anything not 
produced by the cult itself. 

cultural AC /ˈkʌltʃərəl/ adjective [usually before noun]  relating to a particular 

society and its way of lifeNOUNScultural heritage (=ideas, customs etc that have 
existed for a long time) Greeks are proud of their cultural heritage.cultural life The 
festival is a major event in British cultural life.cultural values (=ideas of what is right 

and wrong in a culture) It is important to be aware of local cultural values.cultural 
identity (=a feeling of belonging to a group and sharing its values) Children develop a 
sense of their cultural identity at a young age.cultural differences People should be 

tolerant of cultural differences.cultural diversity (=including people from many 
different cultures) We all benefit from the cultural diversity of British society.cultural 
background People from different cultural backgrounds had the chance to exchange 

ideas.cultural tradition The city has a proud cultural tradition and there are lots of 
theatres, concert halls, and museums.cultural factors/influences Cultural factors are 
important in a child’s ability to learn foreign languages.cultural context (=the culture 

at a particular place or time) This chapter looks at the cultural context in which the 
French Revolution took place.cultural change These were decades of rapid cultural 
change. 

culture AC /ˈkʌltʃə $ -ər/ noun  1. the ideas, beliefs, and ways of behaving of 

people in a particular society or organizationADJECTIVESnational culture Sport is part 
of our national culture.local culture The local culture of the island has much to interest 

visitors.traditional/ancient culture They have a traditional culture which has hardly 
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changed in 500 years.Western/American/Japanese etc culture Modern Korean 

society is heavily influenced by American culture.youth culture (=of young 
people) Music and clothes are very important in youth culture.modern 

culture Technology is a vital part of modern culture.human culture Stories about how 
the earth was created are found in every human culture.a common culture (=one that 
different societies or people share) Many European countries share a common 

culture.the dominant culture (=the one that has the most influence) Youth culture is 
the dominant culture in Western society.culture + NOUNSculture shock (=confusion or 
shock that you may feel in a very different place) During my first weeks in Britain, I 

experienced huge culture shock.culture clash (=problems between people or groups 
because of different cultures) There was a culture clash when the companies 
merged.VERBScreate/build a culture The head teacher wants to create a culture of 

honesty and openness among staff.a culture develops A culture of 
blame developed within government. | The island’s culture has developed over 
hundreds of years.PHRASESbe part of sb’s culture The car is so much part of 

American culture.a culture of fear/blame/secrecy etc It is clear that a culture of 
secrecy existed within the company.2. art, music, and similar 
activitiesADJECTIVES/NOUNS + culturepopular culture also pop 

culture informal (=enjoyed by a lot of ordinary people) She writes about movies, pop 
music, and other aspects of popular culture.high culture (=enjoyed by highly educated 
people) The government still gives money to support ballet, opera, and other high 

culture activities.folk culture (=traditional among a group or in a region) Nursery 
rhymes and children’s songs are part of folk culture.PHRASESa man/woman/person 
of culture (=one who likes and understands art, music etc) She is a woman 

of great culture and refinement. 

cunning /ˈkʌnɪŋ/ adjective  1. a cunning plan is clever and often involves 

tricking other people in order to get what you wantcunning + NOUNSa cunning 

plan/plot They used a cunning plan to get him out of prison.a cunning 
trick/ploy/ruse (=a clever trick or plan) My uncle thought it was a cunning 
ploy intended to get money from him.a cunning strategy The king won the battle by 

means of a cunning strategy, in which his men pretended they were about to 

surrender.THESAURUS: cunning→ clever (2)2. a cunning person is good at 

tricking people in a clever way in order to get what he or she 
wantsADVERBSvery/extremely cunning These people are very cunning and they will 
do everything they can to protect those closest to them.PHRASESa cunning old 

devil What is he doing now, the cunning old devil?as cunning as a fox The old man 

was as cunning as a fox and it would be difficult to catch him.THESAURUS: 

cunning→ intelligent  

cup /kʌp/ noun  a small round container for drinking coffee, tea, and similar 

drinks, or the amount of coffee, tea etc a cup containsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + cupa full 

cup The cup was full of hot tea.an empty cup A girl was clearing away 
the empty cups.a whole cup I spilled the whole cup on my skirt.a 
paper/plastic/china cup The tea was served in plastic cups.a coffee cup He picked 

up the coffee cups and took them into the kitchen. Teacup is usually spelled as one  

word. VERBSfill a cup She filled the cup and handed it to him.drink/have a cup (of 
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sth) I drink two or three cups of coffee a day. | Will 

you have another cup?drain/empty a cup (=drink all the coffee, tea etc in it) He lifted 
his cup of coffee and drained it.drink out of/from a cup He drinks from a cup placed 

next to his bed.make (sb) a cup of sth I’ll make you a cup of tea.pick up a 
cup also lift a cup The woman lifted the cup and took a sip.put down a 
cup also set/lay down a cup formal There was a mark on the table where someone 

had put a hot cup down on it.pour (sb) a cup Pour yourself a cup from the 
teapot.order a cup of sth She ordered a cup of coffee.PREPOSITIONSa cup of 
sth Two cups of tea, please. | She keeps a cup of water by her bed.PHRASESa cup and 

saucer Do you prefer a mug or a cup and saucer?a set of cups They bought a set 
of beautiful blue coffee cups. 

cupboard /ˈkʌbəd $ -ərd/ noun  a piece of furniture for storing things, with 

doors and usually shelvesADJECTIVES/NOUNS + cupboardthe 

kitchen/bathroom/bedroom etc cupboard The kitchen cupboards were empty.the 
food/clothes/medicine etc cupboard BrE The medicine cupboard is in the 
bathroom.a built-in/fitted cupboard BrE (=that is there permanently and cannot be 

moved) The kitchen has built-in cupboards.a wall cupboard BrE (=fixed to the wall, 
not on the floor) Wall cupboards provide extra storage in the garage.a storage 

cupboard BrE (=for storing things) There was a storage cupboard under the stairs.a 
drinks cupboard BrE (=for alcoholic drinks) He went to the drinks cupboard and 
poured a whisky.the airing cupboard BrE (=a warm cupboard for sheets and 

towels) She looked in the airing cupboard for a fresh towel.a broom cupboard (=for 
brushes and other things you use to clean the house) The room was tiny, not much 
bigger than a broom cupboard.a linen cupboard BrE (=for sheets and towels) There 

was a linen cupboard at the top of the stairs.a bedside cupboard BrE (=a small 
cupboard beside a bed) The alarm clock sits on a small bedside cupboard.VERBSkeep 
sth in a cupboard They keep coats in a cupboard in the hall.put sth in a 

cupboard Please put your toys back in the cupboard.look in a cupboard They looked 
in all the cupboards but could not find the camera.take sth out of a 
cupboard We took all the dishes out of the cupboard so we could clean it.cupboard + 

NOUNSa cupboard door She pulled open the cupboard door.cupboard space (=space 
that cupboards provide for storing things) It was a lovely big house with plenty 
of cupboard space.PREPOSITIONSin a cupboard Is there any flour in the 

cupboard? Cupboard is used especially in British English.  

curb /kɜːb $ kɜːrb/ verb  THESAURUS > stop1 (3) 

cure1 verb [T]  to make an illness or medical condition go awayADVERBSbe 

completely/fully cured Her illness is now fully cured.be partially cured His 
condition was only partially cured.be miraculously cured (=be cured in a very 

unexpected way, or be cured by an act of God) The people who drank the water 
claimed that they had been miraculously cured.sth can easily be cured The disease 
can easily be cured, providing you have access to modern medical treatment.sth can 

now be cured Many types of cancer can now be cured.VERBS + curecan cure 
sb/sth The old man claims he can cure illness without using 
medicine.PREPOSITIONScure sb of sth She was treated and cured of cancer by a team 

of German doctors. You can also use cure about dealing successfully with  
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problems: Installing new software could help to cure the problem. THESAURUS: 

curehealto cure someone – used especially when someone cures people using special  

religious powers, rather than using medicine. Also used when saying that a cream or  

treatment makes a wound better:He claimed that he could heal the sick. | This cream 

is good for healing minor cuts and bruises.make sb (feel) betterto make someone 

who is ill well again, especially when they have an illness that is not very serious:The 

pills did make me feel better.relieve/ease also alleviate formalto reduce someone’s  

pain or unpleasant feelings:Aspirin will help to relieve the symptoms of flu (=reduce 

the effect of the things that you usually get when you have an illness, for example by 

making a high temperature lower). | I can give you something to alleviate the pain.  

cure2 /kjʊə $ kjʊr/ noun  a medicine or medical treatment that makes an illness 

go awayADJECTIVES/NOUNS + curean effective cure A few decades ago there was 
no effective cure for the disease.a miracle cure (=a very effective one that cures a 
serious disease) People always hope for a miracle cure.a possible/potential cure The 

drug is being tested as a possible cure for AIDS.an instant/quick cure (=one that 
works very quickly) The treatment is offered as an instant cure for short 
sight.VERBSfind/discover a cure Scientists have still not found a cure for the common 

cold.develop a cure It will be at least ten years before a cure is 
developed.search/look for a cure also seek a cure formal Millions are spent every 
year searching for a cure for cancer.PREPOSITIONSa cure for sth What is the best cure 

for a headache?PHRASESno known cure At present there is no known cure for this 
virus.the search for a cure Scientists worldwide are involved in the search for a 
cure.prevention is better than cure BrE an ounce of prevention is worth a 

pound of cure AmE (=used to say that it is better to prevent illness than to cure it) If 
you feel you might be getting a cold, look after yourself – prevention is better than 

cure.THESAURUS: cureremedya way to treat a health problem, especially a small  

problem such as a cold, using plants or other natural methods:Rinsing with salt water  

is a good home remedy for a sore throat. | The store sells herbal remedies.antidotea 

medicine that will stop the effects of a poison or dangerous drug:There is no known 

antidote to a bite from this snake. | There is an antidote to rabies, but it can be 

extremely painful. You also use antidote about something that makes you feel less  

unhappy or worried: Laughter is a good antidote to stress. A cruise across the  

Mediterranean had seemed the perfect antidote to a long hard winter in England.  

curiosity /ˌkjʊəriˈɒsəti, ˌkjʊəriˈɒsɪti $ ˌkjʊriˈɑːs-/ noun  the desire to know about 

somethingADJECTIVESgreat/intense curiosity The arrival of the foreigners 
caused great curiosity in the town.insatiable curiosity (=a lot of curiosity about 

everything) He learned the job quickly, thanks to his insatiable curiosity.natural 
curiosity A good teacher will encourage children to follow their natural curiosity.idle 
curiosity (=curiosity for no particular reason, for example because you are bored) Out 

of idle curiosity, I opened the book.intellectual curiosity (=wanting to understand 
and learn about ideas) He was an intelligent man, full of intellectual curiosity.scientific 
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curiosity Their scientific curiosity led to the development of the vaccine.open 

curiosity (=that you do not try to hide) The children were staring at her with open 
curiosity.mild curiosity I watched what was happening with mild curiosity.morbid 

curiosity (=about death or other unpleasant things) Ken used to enjoy listening to 
murder trials – he had some kind of morbid curiosity.VERBSarouse sb’s 
curiosity also pique sb’s curiosity formal (=make someone want to know about 

something) New people arriving in the village always aroused our curiosity.satisfy sb’s 
curiosity (=find out something that you want to know) I decided to call him in order 
to satisfy my curiosity.PREPOSITIONSout of curiosity (=because you are curious) She 

saw the door and, out of curiosity, opened it.curiosity about sth Children have a 
natural curiosity about animals and nature.PHRASESbe an object/subject of 
curiosity Anyone new was always the object of our curiosity.be burning with 

curiosity (=want to know about something very much) She was burning with 
curiosity about this strange man.curiosity gets the better of sb also curiosity 
overcomes sb (=you decide to do something because you are curious, even though 

you feel you should not do it) Curiosity got the better of me and I read her diary. 

curious /ˈkjʊəriəs $ ˈkjʊr-/ adjective  1. wanting to know about 

somethingADVERBSdeeply/intensely/extremely curious He began to feel intensely 

curious about Anna. Why was she here?a little/mildly/rather curious Colin was a 
little curious about the reasons for her visit.naturally curious Children are naturally 
curious and they like to find out why things happen.genuinely curious She 

seemed genuinely curious about my work.just/merely curious “Why do you want to 
know?” “I’m just curious, that’s all.” | Don’t worry. The children are merely curious, as 
we don’t get many visitors here.curious + NOUNSa curious look/glance/stare Her 

shouting attracted some curious glances from other people in the restaurant.curious 
onlookers (=people watching because they want to know what is happening) Curious 
onlookers watched as the car started to roll back down the hill.VERBSmake sb 

curious She had told me just enough to make me curious.feel 
curious He felt slightly curious, and went for a closer look.grow curious (=become 
curious) When nothing happened, people began to grow curious.PREPOSITIONScurious 

about sth He was curious about the money.curious as to sth I am curious as to why 
she left.PHRASEScurious to know/find out/hear etc Mandy was curious to 

know what happened.THESAURUS: 

curiousinquisitivemind | stare | look | crowd | animals | naturecurious – used 

when someone always wants to find out more about things, or when describing  

someone’s expression:She had an inquisitive mind and asked her parents many 

questions. | The man looked straight at the camera with an inquisitive stare. | The 

man gave her an inquisitive look when she asked if the painting was  

genuine. | An inquisitive crowd had already gathered around him. | Cats are inquisitive  

animals. | He was born with an inquisitive nature.inquiringmind | lookwanting to find  

out more about things – used especially in the following phrases:The young scientist  

had an inquiring mind. | The president gave him an inquiring look. Inquiring is only  

used before nouns. nosy disapprovingneighbour | questionalways wanting to find  

out about things that do not concern you, especially other people’s private  
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lives:Our neighbours are very nosy and they always want to know what we’re  

doing. | I’m sorry if this is a nosy question. | “Who were you talking to on the phone?”  

“Don’t be so nosy!” In informal English, you call a nosy person who annoys you a  

nosy parker. 2. strange or unusualVERBSlook/seem/sound curious It 

all looks very curious to me.curious + NOUNSa curious thing A curious thing happened 

to me the other day.a curious way In a curious way, the argument had actually made 
them feel closer to each other.a curious mixture He felt a curious mixture of 
excitement and anxiety.a curious fact It is a curious fact that Lee wrote no other 

books after the success of her first novel.a curious coincidence It was a curious 
coincidence that the couple were both born on the same day.a curious 
sensation/feeling She had a curious sensation in her legs. 

curl /kɜːl $ kɜːrl/ noun  a piece of hair that hangs in a curved 

shape GrammarUsually plural in this meaning. ADJECTIVESsoft/loose curls She has 

gorgeous long brown hair in soft curls.tight curls (=small and close together) Her dark 

hair was arranged in tight curls.natural curls She wished she had her sister’s natural 
curls.dark/black/blond etc curls The little boy had a tangle of blond curls.a 
stray/wayward curl (=hanging on its own) Emily pushed back a stray 

curl.VERBShave curls She is lucky to have such beautiful natural curls.curls 
fall/tumble (=hang down) The child’s golden curls fell around her 
shoulders.smooth/tease/push your curls (=smooth, pull or push curly hair into 

shape) She pushed her dark curls back under her hat.PREPOSITIONSin curls Her 
beautiful hair hung in curls over her shoulders.PHRASESa mass/mop of curls (=thick 
curly hair) The boss was a gorgeous Italian man with a mass of dark curls.a tangle of 

curls (=untidy curly hair) He pulled off the cap to reveal a tangle of brown curls. 

currency AC /ˈkʌrənsi $ ˈkɜːr-/ noun  the money that is used in a 

countryADJECTIVESlocal currency You can change money into local currency at the 

airport.foreign currency They make an extra charge for transactions in foreign 
currency.the national currency The national currency of Zambia is the ‘kwacha’.hard 
currency (=unlikely to lose its value because it is from a country with a strong 

economy) Some goods have to be paid for in hard currency.a strong/weak 
currency (=whose value is currently high or low compared with others) The central 
bank tried to prevent the already weak currency from falling further in value.a stable 

currency (=not likely to rise or fall suddenly) The government wants to maintain 
a stable currency.a single currency (=one currency used by many countries in 
Europe) He argued against the creation of a single 

currency.VERBSchange/exchange/convert currency Unlike most banks, we make 
no charge for exchanging currency.devalue a currency (=reduce its value in relation 
to other currencies) The finance minister was forced to devalue the currency.peg/tie a 

currency to sth (=keep its value the same in relation to another currency) Like most 
countries in the region, they peg their currency to the US dollar.prop up/defend a 
currency (=try to prevent its value from falling) The government may take action 

to prop up the currency.a currency rises/falls If the currency falls much more, the 
economy will be in serious trouble.currency + NOUNScurrency exchange Banks make 
good profits on currency exchange.currency movements/fluctuations (=changes in 

values of currencies) Global trends such as oil prices influence currency 
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movements.currency reserves (=money that a government saves for use in difficult 

economic times) The country’s currency reserves are running low.the currency 
markets (=financial markets where currencies are bought and sold) Experts were 

surprised to see the dollar’s recent fall on the currency markets.PREPOSITIONSin ... 
currency We only had a few pounds in local currency. 

current /ˈkʌrənt $ ˈkɜːr-/ noun  a continuous movement of water in the sea or a 

riverADJECTIVES/NOUNS + currenta strong current On surfing beaches, strong 

currents are common.a dangerous/treacherous current Beaches usually have signs 
warning of dangerous currents.a fast/fast-flowing/swift current He was swept 
away by a fast-flowing current.an ocean/sea current Ocean currents carry young fish 

out to sea.a river current A small boat can be carried away by a strong river current.a 
tidal current (=caused by the movement of the tides) Tidal currents make the seas 
around the islands very rough.VERBSa current flows Sea currents flow at up to 12 

miles per hour around parts of the coast.a current carries sb/sth Their boat was 
moving fast, carried by the current.a current sweeps sb/sth away (=carries them 
away very powerfully) The treacherous currents have swept away many 

swimmers.PREPOSITIONSagainst the current (=in the opposite direction) These fish 
swim upstream, against the current, to lay their eggs.with the current (=in the same 

direction) We stopped rowing and allowed the boat to drift with the current. 

curriculum /kəˈrɪkjələm, kəˈrɪkjʊləm/ noun  subjects that are taught, or things 

that are studied in a particular subjectADJECTIVES/NOUNS + curriculumthe school 
curriculum Helping with community projects is part of the new school curriculum.the 

science/maths/English etc curriculum The English curriculum is divided into 
Language and Literature.the National Curriculum (=the curriculum set by the 
government for schools in England and Wales) Most independent schools also follow 

the National Curriculum.the academic curriculum Some schools are moving away 
from teaching the traditional academic curriculum.a broad/broad-based/wide 
curriculum (=involving a wide range of different types of subjects) The school offers 

a broad curriculum with a rich choice of learning opportunities.a balanced 
curriculum (=with a good mix of subjects) We want to ensure a balanced 
curriculum for all pupils.a narrow curriculum (=not broad enough) Many teachers 

complained that the new curriculum was too narrow.the core/common 
curriculum (=subjects that everyone must study because they are considered 

important) English, Maths, and Science are the main elements of the core 
curriculum.the primary/secondary/high school etc curriculum (=for particular 
ages at school) Some teachers think there should be more science in the primary 

curriculum.the undergraduate curriculum (=for a first degree at university or 
college) The undergraduate curriculum allows students to study three subjects in their 
first year.VERBSdevelop/design/plan a curriculum The government has spent five 

years developing the new school curriculum.follow a curriculum Five-year-olds 
now follow the National Curriculum.change/revise the curriculum The education 
minister wants to revise the curriculum to include more practical subjects.introduce 

sth into a curriculum (=start to teach it as part of the curriculum) Some parents 
objected when sex education was introduced into the curriculum.curriculum + 

NOUNScurriculum development/planning/design After retiring as a teacher, he 

worked in curriculum development.curriculum content There have been important 
changes in curriculum content in the last two years.curriculum review (=discussions 
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about possible changes to the curriculum) Headteachers accept that curriculum 

review is necessary.curriculum aims/objectives (=things that teaching the 
curriculum is supposed to achieve) This document explains the school’s teaching 

principles and curriculum objectives.PREPOSITIONSon the curriculum Is the study of 
other religions on the curriculum?across the curriculum (=in all or many 
subjects) Our exam results this year improved across the whole curriculum.PHRASESbe 

part of the curriculum Moral education should be an important part of the school 
curriculum. 

curry /ˈkʌri $ ˈkɜːri/ noun (plural curries)  a type of spicy food from India and 

other eastern countriesADJECTIVES/NOUNS + currya hot curry (=very spicy) He made 

a really hot curry for dinner.a mild curry (=not very spicy) The curry was 
quite mild and the children loved it.a medium curry She ordered a medium curry.a 
chicken/beef/vegetable etc curry I chose a chicken curry.an Indian/Thai etc 

curry (=made from an Indian, Thai etc recipe) She had never tried 
a Thai red curry before.VERBShave curry For dinner we had curry and rice.go for a 
curry (=go to a restaurant to eat a curry) We often go for a curry on Saturday 

nights.make/cook curry He cooked the curry according to his mother’s recipe.curry + 

NOUNScurry powder (=a mixture of spices for making curry) Add a teaspoon of curry 

powder.curry sauce (=a sauce for making curry, often in a jar) He served the 
sausages with curry sauce.a curry house BrE (=a restaurant that serves curry) A 
new curry house has opened in the high street. 

curtain /ˈkɜːtn $ ˈkɜːrtn/ noun  a piece of hanging cloth that covers a window, 

divides a room etcVERBSdraw/close/shut the curtains (=move them to cover a 
window) The room was dark because the curtains were drawn.open/draw 
(back)/pull back the curtains (=move them so that they do not cover a 

window) He opened the curtains to let the sunlight in.put up/hang curtains (=fix new 
curtains) She was standing on a ladder hanging some new curtains.curtains 
hang Bright red curtains hung at all the windows.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ curtainheavy/thick curtains Heavy curtains help to keep the house 
warm.velvet/net/lace etc curtains The window was hung with red velvet curtains.a 
shower curtain (=for keeping the water in the shower) Over the bath was a shower 

with a plastic shower curtain.curtain + NOUNScurtain fabric/material During the war, 
women made dresses out of old curtain material.a curtain rail/pole/rod (=a long 

stick for hanging a curtain) For a heavy fabric choose a strong curtain pole.curtain 
hooks (=for attaching curtains to a rail) The curtain hooks fit into these loops. 

curve /kɜːv $ kɜːrv/ noun  a line that gradually bends like part of a 

circleADJECTIVESa gentle curve (=one that turns gradually) From the hilltop, we could 

see the river’s gentle curves.a sharp/tight curve (=one that turns suddenly) There’s 
a tight curve in the road up ahead.an upward/downward curve Her eyes followed 
the upward curve of the bird’s flight.a graceful curve Her arm arched over her head in 

a graceful curve.a sweeping curve (=wide and gentle) The road follows the sweeping 
curve of the bay.a smooth curve We admired the smooth curves of the aircraft’s 
design. 

curved /kɜːvd $ kɜːrvd/ adjective  THESAURUS > round1 

cushy adjective  THESAURUS > easy 
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custody /ˈkʌstədi/ noun  1. if someone is in custody, they are kept in prison, or 

in a room at a police stationVERBSbe held/kept in custody The men have been held 
in custody since they were arrested.be remanded in custody BrE (=be kept in prison 
until you can be put on trial) Davis has been remanded in custody on a burglary 

charge.take sb into custody Three armed FBI agents took Coleman into 
custody.place/put sb in custody I believe it is wrong for children to be placed in 
custody.remain in custody The judge ruled that Marsh should remain in custody until 

his trial.be released from custody He was released from custody having served a 
two-year jail sentence.escape from custody The two men escaped 
from police custody.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + custodypolice/military custody The army 

began an inquiry after a prisoner died in military custody.protective custody (=that is 
meant to keep someone safe) The gang’s leader has been placed in protective 
custody.PREPOSITIONSin custody He has already spent six months in custody.2. if 

someone has custody of a child, they have the right to take care of the 
childADJECTIVES/NOUNS + custodyjoint/shared custody (=both parents have 
custody) After the breakup, the parents were awarded joint custody.sole 

custody (=only one parent has custody) The mother got sole custody because of the 
father’s violence.temporary/interim custody (=until a permanent decision is 

made) The boy’s grandmother was granted interim custody.child custody Matters 
of child custody are dealt with by the courts.VERBShave custody His ex-wife has 
custody of their six-year-old daughter.get/win custody (=be given this right by 

law) She tried to prevent her husband from getting custody of their son.be 
given/awarded/granted custody (=get it) The child’s grandparents were awarded 
custody.lose custody If he loses his job, he may also lose custody of his child.seek 

custody formal (=try to get it) He is seeking custody of his two children.ask/apply 
for custody also claim custody formal She was told that if she applied for custody, 
she would be refused.share custody Normally it’s better if both parents share 

custody after a divorce.keep custody also retain custody formal The judge decided I 
should retain custody of the children.custody + NOUNSa custody battle/dispute (=a 
legal argument about who will have custody) He is fighting a bitter custody battle for 

his children.PREPOSITIONScustody of sb The court gave him custody of both of his 
children. 

custom /ˈkʌstəm/ noun  something that is traditionally done by people in a 

particular societyADJECTIVES/NOUNS + customa local custom We were unfamiliar with 
the local customs.an old custom We still follow the old custom of hiding a coin in the 
Christmas pudding.a traditional custom The children learn about traditional customs, 

crafts, music, and dance.an ancient/age-old custom The coming of spring is 
celebrated with many ancient customs.a French/Greek/Spanish etc 
custom The Japanese custom is to take off your shoes when you enter someone’s 

house.an established custom This behaviour has become the established custom.a 
social custom The length of people’s hair varies according to social custom.a tribal 
custom (=of a tribe) He knows a lot about African tribal customs.a quaint 

custom (=amusing and rather old-fashioned) My father observed the quaint custom of 
standing up whenever a woman came into the room.burial customs (=things done 
when someone dies and is buried) The burial customs in some parts of the world may 

seem strange to us.VERBSfollow/observe a custom He follows the Chinese custom of 
writing his family name first.respect a custom Strangers should respect the 
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customs of the country they are in.a custom survives These 

old customs still survive in some rural areas.a custom dies out/disappears Many of 
the region’s ancient customs have died out.PREPOSITIONSthe custom of doing 

sth Where did the custom of eating cheese with apple pie come from?according to 
custom also in accordance with custom (=because it is a custom) According 
to Norwegian custom, the couple shared a bed the night before their 

wedding.PHRASESit is the custom to do sth In Korea, it is the custom to bow your 
head slightly when saying ‘hello’.as is the custom (=because it is a custom) We 
covered our heads with scarves before entering the church, as was the custom. 

customer /ˈkʌstəmə $ -ər/ noun  someone who buys goods or 

servicesADJECTIVES/NOUNS + customera regular customer Our regular customers are 
particularly important to us.a major/big/large customer The bank is one of 
our biggest customers.a good customer (=one who buys a lot of goods or services 

from a company) He was a very good customer for local restaurants.a loyal 
customer Some of our loyal customers have been coming here since the store 
opened.a potential/prospective customer (=who might become a customer in the 

future) It is important for any company to make contact with potential 
customers.existing/current customers We want to improve our service for both new 

and existing customers.a satisfied/happy customer Satisfied customers will return 
again and again.a dissatisfied/unhappy customer They received hundreds of calls 
from dissatisfied customers.a business/corporate customer (=a customer that is a 

business) The bank has a separate department for dealing with business 
customers.VERBSdeal with a customer He has a lot of experience in dealing with 
customers.serve a customer Every day the shop serves around 

800 customers.attract customers also bring in customers The internet is a great 
way to attract new customers.keep/retain customers Keeping prices low helps to 
retain customers.lose a customer If we do not resolve this problem, we could lose 

customers.customer + NOUNScustomer service/care (=serving customers and 
making sure they are happy) Our aim is always to raise the level of customer 
service.customer relations Staff are given training in customer relations.customer 

complaints My job is to handle customer complaints and enquiries.customer 
base (=a company’s group of customers) The company aims to increase its customer 
base.customer satisfaction/dissatisfaction (=how pleased customers are) They 

carried out a survey of customer satisfaction.customer 
needs/requirements (=things that customers want or need) As customer 
needs change, so our service needs to change.customer demand (=the amount of 

something customers want to buy or use) We try to respond quickly to 
changing customer demand.customer loyalty We’re trying to develop top-quality 

services that will create customer loyalty.THESAURUS: customerclientsomeone 

who pays for a service from a professional person or company:He has  

a meeting with one of his clients. | The company buys and sells shares on behalf of  

their clients.shoppersomeone who goes to the shops looking for things to buy:The 

streets were full of Christmas shoppers. | The store was crowded with  

shoppers.guestsomeone who pays to stay in a hotel:Guests must leave their rooms by 

10 a.m. | All the other hotel guests were asleep.patron /ˈpeɪtrən/ formala customer of  
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a particular shop, restaurant or hotel – used especially on signs and notices:The notice  

said ‘Parking for Patrons Only’.patientsomeone who is getting medical treatment from 

a doctor, or in a hospital:He is a patient of Dr Williams.consumeranyone who buys  

goods or uses services – used when considering these people as a group who have 

particular rights, needs, or behaviour:Consumers are demanding more 

environmentally-friendly products. | The rights of the consumer are important. | The 

law is designed to protect consumers who buy goods on the internet.marketthe 

number of people who want to buy a product, or the type of people who want to buy 

it:The market for organic food is growing all the time. | The magazine is aimed at  

the youth market.clientele /ˌkliːənˈtel $ ˌklaɪənˈtel, ˌkliː-/ formalthe type of customers  

that a particular shop, restaurant etc gets:They have a wealthy international  

clientele. | The hotel has a very upmarket clientele (=rich customers - a rather  

humorous use).  

cut1 /kʌt/ verb  1. to use a knife, scissors, or another sharp tool to divide or 

remove something, make something look neat etcNOUNScut (sb) a piece/slice of 

sth Can I cut you another slice of pizza?cut food/bread/cake etc The picture shows 
her cutting their wedding cake.cut wood/metal etc The blade needs to be strong to 
cut metal.cut a hole in sth They had to cut a hole in the kitchen wall for the water 

pipe.cut sb’s nails Her nails were cut very short.cut the 
grass/lawn/hedge The grass needs cutting – it’s getting very long. | Our 
neighbour cuts our hedge for us.cut sb’s hair “Who cuts your hair? It looks really 

nice.”PHRASEScut sth in half Cut the melon in half and remove the seeds.cut sth into 
pieces/slices/quarters She cut the bread into thin slices.cut sth to 
size/length (=so that it is the size or length you need) The shop will cut the wood to 

size for you.Don’t say I cut my hair. Say I have my hair cut: She usually has her hair 
cut once every six weeks.PREPOSITIONS/ADVERBScut sth down The trees were cut 
down and used for timber.cut sth off (=remove something by cutting) Cut off all the 

dead branches.cut sth away (=remove part of the surface) Cut away the peel from the 
grapefruit.cut sth open She cut open the avocado and removed the stone.cut 
through sth The knife is so sharp that it will cut through anything.cut sth 

lengthways (=cut it in the direction that is longest) First cut the fish in 
half lengthways.cut sb free (=cut something, so that someone can escape) Firefighters 

had to cut him free from his car using special equipment.THESAURUS: 

cutsawwood | logs | timberto cut wood, metal etc, using a saw (=a long tool with a  

row of sharp points):Saw the wood in half. | Sawing logs is hard work. | The men 

were sawing the timber into boards and beams. | They sawed through the bars of the  

windows.chopwood | firewood | vegetables | onion | tomato | herbs | meatto  

cut wood, vegetables, meat etc into pieces, using a heavy knife or an axe:We need 

to chop some more wood for the fire. | Chop the onion into small pieces. | a can 

of chopped tomatoes | Add the chopped meat to the stew. | He chopped down the 

old tree. | Bill was outside chopping up firewood with an axe (=cutting it into  

pieces). | They chopped off the king’s  
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head.slicebread | vegetables | tomato | onion | fruit | apple | meat | chicken | 

hamto cut something – used especially about cutting food into thin  

pieces:Slice the bread thinly. | She sliced the tomatoes and arranged them on the top  

of the dish. | The sandwich had sliced chicken in the middle. | He took his sword  

and sliced the knot in half. | Careful that you don’t slice off your  

finger.carvemeat | chicken | turkey | beef | jointto cut thin pieces from a large 

piece of meat:Uncle Ray carved the turkey. | A sharp knife is essential  

when carving any joint of meat. You also use carve about cutting wood or stone into  

a particular shape: The statue was carved out of solid  

marble. snipthread | tape | hairto cut something by making quick movements,  

especially using scissors:She snipped the thread with a pair of scissors. | The 

hairdresser snipped away at her hair (=she or he kept snipping at it). | I snipped 

off the top of the packet.slitenvelope | bag | throat | wristto make a long narrow 

cut through something, especially using a knife:She slit the envelope open with a  

penknife. | The customs officer slit the bag open to see what was in it. | They 

threatened to slit his throat if the police came any closer. | Gahan had slit his wrists in  

an attempt to kill himself.slashtyre | wrist | face | painting | seatto cut something  

quickly and violently with a knife, making a long thin cut:Someone 

had slashed the tyres on his new car. | Her son tried  

to slash his wrists. | The painting was badly slashed in five places. | Vandals  

had slashed the seats to ribbons (=into thin  

pieces).dicecarrot | onion | apple | pineapple | chicken | ham | baconto cut  

vegetables, meat etc into small square pieces:Add one cup of diced 

carrots. | First dice the apple into cubes.gratecheese | lemon | carrot | onionto cut  

cheese, vegetables, fruit etc by rubbing it against a special tool:Grate the cheese and 

sprinkle it over the 

vegetables.peelpotato | onion | tomato | apple | banana | orange | grapefruit | 

skinto cut the outside part off vegetables or fruit:I peeled the potatoes and put them 

in a saucepan. | Clarisa peeled a banana and handed half of it to him. | I don’t bother  

to peel off the skin (=the outer part of vegetables or  

fruit).trim also cliphair | beard | moustache | fat | end | edge | grass | hedgeto  

cut a small amount off something, especially to make it look neater:His white hair was  

always neatly trimmed. | The old man’s beard was long and 

needed trimming. | Trim the excess fat off the meat. | Trim the ends off the beans and 

cut them in half. | Someone was trimming the hedges around the playing  

field.shaveface | head | legsto cut the hair off your face or your body, using a  

razor:He shaved his face and combed his hair. | The monk had shaved his  

head completely. | She shaved her legs and underarms, and shampooed her  
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hair. | Nigel had shaved off his beard (=removed it). | I shaved and went down to 

breakfast.mowlawn | grassto cut the grass in a garden, park etc:The gardener  

was mowing the lawn. | Bob was out mowing the grass this morning.THESAURUS: 

cut→ reduce2. to injure yourself by touching something sharpNOUNScut yourself 

(on sth) I cut myself on a piece of glass.cut your finger/hand/leg 

etc She cut her foot on a sharp stone.ADVERBScut sth badly He fell off his bike 
and cut his legs rather badly.3. to reduce the price, number, or amount of 
somethingNOUNScut prices Shops have been forced to cut their prices after very slow 

sales.cut costs (=reduce the amount of money you spend running a business, a home 
etc) They cut costs by getting rid of staff.cut taxes/rates The government is expected 
to cut interest rates next month.cut spending/borrowing In the 1990s, governments 

worldwide cut military spending.cut jobs also cut the workforce The bank announced 
that it was cutting 500 jobs.cut crime Cameras have helped to cut crime in the town 
centre.ADVERBScut sth sharply/severely/drastically (=cut something a 

lot) Budgets for local councils have been sharply cut.PREPOSITIONScut sth from... 
to... The department’s budget has been cut from £2 million to £1.5 million.PHRASESbe 
forced to cut sth If the company loses more orders, it will be forced to cut jobs.cut 

sth to the bone (=reduce it to the lowest level possible) Funding for art and music in 
schools has been cut to the bone. 

cut2 /kʌt/ noun  1. a reduction in an amount or number, for example in an 

amount of money available to spend GrammarUsually plural in this  

meaning. ADJECTIVESbig/deep/severe cuts Deep cuts were made in research 

spending.drastic/sharp cuts (=big and sudden) The minister resigned over drastic 
cuts in the education budget.swingeing cuts formal (=so big that they cause 
harm) Universities are worried about swingeing cuts.VERBSmake cuts The country 

needs to make cuts in the carbon dioxide it produces.impose cuts (=officially force 
people to accept them) The government may impose cuts on public 
spending.announce cuts A major engineering company has announced big 

job cuts.propose/threaten cuts The manager is proposing cuts in working hours.take 
a pay cut Some employees were forced to take pay cuts.face cuts The education 
department is facing cuts to its budget.suffer cuts Several companies in the area 

are suffering job cuts.NOUNS + cuttax cuts The president announced tax cuts.price 
cuts The company announced big price cuts on all its computers.pay/wage 
cuts Millions of workers face pay cuts.job/staff cuts There have been falling sales 

and job cuts at the company.spending cuts His proposals could involve spending 
cuts of up to £12 billion.budget cuts There are likely to be further budget cuts in 
several departments.defence cuts BrE defense cuts AmE Further proposals 

for defence cuts were announced.PREPOSITIONScuts in sth Will there be any cuts 
in public spending?cuts to sth If there are cuts to pay, employees will be 

unhappy.PHRASESa round of cuts (=one of several occasions when cuts are 

made) This next round of cuts could be even more severe.THESAURUS: 

cut→ decrease12. a wound that is caused when something sharp cuts your 

skinVERBShave a cut He had a cut on his forehead.get a cut How did 
you get that cut on your hand?suffer a cut formal The cyclist suffered cuts to his face 
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and neck.bandage/dress/cover a cut The nurse will bandage that cut for 

you.clean/wash a cut Use warm water to clean any cuts.a cut bleeds The cut on her 
knee was still bleeding.a cut heals Lift the bandage carefully to check if the cut has 

healed.ADJECTIVESa minor/small/slight cut Two passengers had to be treated 
for minor cuts.a superficial cut (=not deep) I’m fine – just a few superficial cuts.a 
bad/nasty cut (=wide or deep and bleeding a lot) How did you get that nasty cut?a 

deep cut She fell and got a deep cut on her leg.PREPOSITIONSa cut on sth also a cut 
to sth formal He was treated in hospital for cuts to his head.PHRASEScuts and 
bruises (=cuts and dark marks on the skin) He escaped the crash with just a few cuts 

and bruises. 

cute /kjuːt/ adjective  THESAURUS > beautiful 

CV /ˌsiː ˈviː/ noun BrE  a document giving details of your qualifications and work 

experience, which you send to companies when applying for a jobADJECTIVESan 

impressive CV His CV looks very impressive and he has a lot of experience.a full 
CV They asked me to send a full CV with my application form.an up-to-date CV/a CV 
is up to date (=including all the latest information) Always make sure that 

your CV is up to date.VERBSsend a CV Please send your CV to the following 
address.enclose a CV (=include it with your letter) I am interested in applying for the 
post of sales manager and I enclose my CV.write a CV When you write your CV, you 

list your academic qualifications and the companies you have worked for.update a 
CV (=change it to include the latest information) The last time I applied for a job was 
three years ago and my CV needs updating.read a CV I read his CV and he looks like 

the best candidate for the job. CV is short for curriculum vitae.British people say CV.  

American people say resume.  

cycle AC /ˈsaɪkəl/ noun  1. a set of related events that are 

repeatedADJECTIVES/NOUNS + cyclethe natural cycle All creatures go through 
the natural cycle of birth and death.the complete/whole/full cycle This is 

the complete cycle of operations that make the engine work.the 
yearly/monthly/weekly etc cycle People lived according to the yearly cycle of 
planting and harvesting crops.the economic/business cycle Every country’s 

economy goes through periods of growth and decline – it’s all part of the economic 
cycle.sth’s life cycle (=the stages of life that happen in order) The insects develop 
wings in the last stage of their life cycle.the lunar/solar cycle (=relating to the moon 

or the sun) The old calendar was based on the 28-day lunar cycle.the menstrual 
cycle (=relating to the blood that women lose each month) Illness can disrupt your 
menstrual cycle.VERBS + cyclefollow a cycle Human sleep patterns follow a 

natural cycle.go/pass through a cycle (=follow a cycle) Economies seem to go 
through a regular cycle.break a cycle (=stop a bad cycle happening) If people can get 
jobs, they can break the cycle of poverty and debt.reverse a cycle (=stop a bad cycle 

and make good things happen) Exercise can actually reverse the cycle of poor sleeping 
and tiredness.complete a cycle We protect the birds to allow them to complete their 
breeding cycle.cycle + VERBSa cycle begins/ends Winter snow disappears, plants 

grow, and the cycle of nature begins again.a cycle repeats itself She wakes in the 
night, then falls asleep during the day, and this cycle repeats itself.PHRASESthe cycle 
of life also the cycle of birth and death Getting old is all part of the cycle of life.the 

cycle of the seasons Agricultural societies are very dependent on the cycle of the 
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seasons.a cycle of poverty/violence/addiction We want to help these people out of 

their cycle of addiction.be trapped in a cycle The country is trapped in a cycle of 
poverty and underdevelopment.a stage/phase of a cycle We are now in the 

recovery phase of the economic cycle.2. a bicycle or motorcyclecycle + NOUNSa cycle 
lane (=a part of a road that only bicycles can use) Cars are not allowed in the cycle 
lanes.a cycle path/track (=a path for bicycles in a park, wood etc, or beside a 

road) The forest is full of beautiful cycle paths.a cycle route (=a way of getting 
somewhere on a bicycle) I bought a map of all the cycle routes in the area.a cycle 
ride (=a trip on a bicycle for pleasure) We went for a 20 km cycle ride.a cycle 

race The Tour de France is the annual cycle race around France.a cycle helmet (=a 
hat to protect your head) You should always wear a cycle helmet.cycle hire BrE Cycle 

hire is available in the town centre. GrammarCycle is used mainly in compounds such  

as cycle lane or cycle path. In other situations, you normally use bicycle or bike.  

cyclone /ˈsaɪkləʊn $ -kloʊn/ noun  THESAURUS > wind 

cynicism noun  an unwillingness to believe that people have good or sincere 

reasons for doing somethingADJECTIVESbitter cynicism The writer is known for 
his bitter cynicism.deep cynicism also profound cynicism formal The actions of the 

government met with deep cynicism across the community.general/widespread 
cynicism There is widespread cynicism regarding the behaviour of professional 
sportsmen.growing/increasing cynicism Research indicates a growing 

cynicism among the public about how they are governed.public cynicism Are the 
media responsible for public cynicism about Congress?healthy cynicism (=natural, 
normal, and sensible cynicism) He still has a healthy cynicism about big 

business.VERBSbreed cynicism (=cause it) Old age very often breeds cynicism – most 
of us have heard it all before.PREPOSITIONScynicism about sth There is a lot 
of cynicism about politics these days.PHRASESa hint/touch/trace of cynicism (=a 

little cynicism) I detected a hint of cynicism in his reply. 

Letter D 

dam /dæm/ noun  a big wall built across a river to stop the water from flowing, 

especially in order to make a lake or produce electricityVERBSbuild/construct a 

dam They are planning to build a dam across the river.a dam bursts/breaks The dam 
burst and flooded the surrounding villages.a dam holds back water The dam holds 
back millions of cubic metres of water.ADJECTIVESa hydroelectric dam Hydroelectric 

dams use water to generate electricity.dam + NOUNSa dam project The dam 
project will cost millions of dollars. 

damage1 /ˈdæmɪdʒ/ noun  harm to somethingADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ damageserious/severe damage The earthquake caused severe damage to a 
number of buildings.extensive/widespread damage (=covering a large 
area) Because of the size of the bomb, the damage was 

extensive.permanent/irreparable/irreversible damage (=that cannot be 
repaired) Smoking can cause irreversible lung damage.minor damage Fortunately, the 
fire caused only minor damage.physical damage There is considerable evidence that 

the drug can cause physical damage.structural damage (=to the structure of a 
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building) After the earthquake, the building was checked for structural 

damage.environmental damage The programme will concentrate on 
reducing environmental damage and pollution.fire/storm/flood etc 

damage (=caused by fire, storm, flood etc) The campsite suffered extensive flood 
damage.brain/liver/nerve etc damage If you drink a lot of alcohol, it can cause liver 
damage.accidental damage (=caused by an accident) The insurance covers you 

for accidental damage to your possessions while you are on holiday.criminal 
damage (=caused by someone committing a crime) The man was charged 
with criminal damage after setting fire to his girlfriend’s house.VERBScause 

damage The explosion caused damage over a wide area.do damage (=more informal 
than ‘cause’) Too much sun can do permanent damage to your skin.inflict 
damage (=make someone or something suffer damage) The bombers intended 

to inflict maximum damage.suffer/sustain 
damage formal She sustained brain damage in the accident.repair the damage The 
cost of repairing the damage could be around £300 million.prevent/avoid 

damage Young trees need protecting to prevent damage from the 
wind.limit/reduce/minimize damage We need to limit the damage done to the area 
by mining.inspect/survey the damage (=look at it) He got out of his car to inspect 

the damage after hitting another car.assess the damage (=make a judgment about 
what has been damaged) Once the fire was put out, the immediate task was to assess 
the damage.PREPOSITIONSdamage to sth Biofuels cause less damage to the 

environment.damage from sth $50,000 was spent on repairing damage from the 
fire.PHRASESthe (full) extent of the damage It is too soon to assess the full extent 
of the damage.the cost of the damage The cost of the damage was over £300,000. 

chologically damaged (=a person’s mental health has been damaged) These are 
people who have been psychologically damaged by childhood abuse.NOUNSdamage a 
building/house/car/plane etc The attack damaged airport buildings.damage sb’s 

health Drinking too much alcohol will damage your health.damage sb’s 
image/reputation/good name (=have a bad effect on people’s opinion about 
someone or something) The incident seriously damaged the country’s image 

abroad.damage sb’s credibility (=make people less likely to believe someone or take 
them seriously) The president’s credibility was damaged by his failure to act.damage 
sb’s confidence/morale The leader of the rail workers’ union said that the plan would 

badly damage morale.damage the economy/business They argued that high public 

spending was damaging the economy.THESAURUS: damagevandalizeto  

deliberately damage buildings, vehicles, or public property:All the public telephones in  

the area had been vandalized.sabotageto secretly damage machines or equipment so 

that they cannot be used, especially in order to harm an enemy:There is evidence that  

the airplane was sabotaged.tamper with sthto deliberately and illegally damage or  

change a part of something in order to prevent it from working properly:The car’s  

brakes had been tampered with.desecrateto damage a church or other holy place:The 

church had been desecrated by vandals.defaceto deliberately spoil the appearance of  

something by writing on it, spraying paint on it etc:Someone had defaced the statue 

and painted it bright orange.  
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damp /dæmp/ adjective  1. slightly wet, often in an unpleasant wayNOUNSa 

damp cloth/towel Wipe the leather with a damp cloth.damp hair Meg’s hair was 
still damp from her shower.damp clothes The room smelled of damp clothes.damp 
earth/soil/ground/grass Worms crawled through the damp earth.damp 

air/atmosphere The damp air is bad for my lungs.a damp wall/surface Paper was 
peeling off the damp walls.a damp patch There were damp patches on the ceiling 
where water had leaked through.ADVERBSslightly damp The towel was still slightly 

damp.VERBSfeel/smell/look damp The air felt damp.PHRASEScold and damp The 
church was cold and damp.damp with sweat/tears His T-shirt was damp 

with sweat.THESAURUS: 

dampmoistsoil | earth | lips | eyes | skin | cake | airslightly wet in a pleasant  

way, or in the way that something should be:The cream helps to keep your skin  

moist. | The cake was beautifully moist. | Warm moist air is flowing from the Gulf of  

Mexico.clammyhands | skin | palmclammy hands or skin feel slightly wet and sticky,  

in an unpleasant way:Ben was nervous and his hands felt clammy. | Her skin was hot  

and clammy after all the 

exercise.dank literaryroom | corridor | tunnel | basement | smell | airunpleasantl

y damp and cold – used especially about rooms and smells:Theresa had to sleep in a  

dank little room in the basement. | The dank corridors led to a courtyard. | It was a  

small dark room with a dank smell. | The cold dank air chilled him.2. if the weather is 

damp, it often rains and there is a lot of moisture in the airNOUNSa damp day It was a 
cold damp day in November.damp weather/conditions The weather was 
too damp for drying clothes outside.damp climate The damp climate made the land 

less suitable for growing wheat.PHRASESdark and damp It was a dark and 

damp November morning.THESAURUS: 

damphumidweather | climate | air | atmosphere | heat | summer | night | da

yhumid weather or air is very hot and damp:The hot and humid weather was making  

him feel tired. | It gets very humid in Tokyo in the 

summer.muggynight | day | afternoon | weather | air | heatmuggy weather is  

warm and damp, and makes you feel uncomfortable:It was a hot and muggy night,  

and it was difficult to sleep. | The muggy weather gives me a headache. | The 

relentless muggy heat made my skin feel as if it had been smeared with syrup. | It’s  

really muggy – I wish it would rain. Muggy or humid?These words are very similar  

in meaning. You use humid especially when talking about places that are very hot  

and damp in summer, for example Tokyo or Hong Kong. You use muggy especially  

when talking about the weather in places such as England, where the weather is less  

hot.Muggy is always used when saying that the weather makes you feel  

uncomfortable. Humid can be used in a more neutral way – you can say This plant  
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prefers humid conditions. You wouldn’t use muggy in this sentence. THESAURUS: 

damp→ rainy 

dance /dɑːns $ dæns/ noun  1. movements performed to music, for pleasure or 

as a form of entertainmentADJECTIVESa traditional dance The drum is often used to 
accompany traditional dances.a folk dance (=typical of the ordinary people who live 
somewhere) This is one of the oldest folk dances in Greece.a national dance The 

tango is Argentina’s national dance.modern/contemporary dance She 
teaches contemporary dance at a local college.classical dance Do you know anything 

about Indian classical dance?VERBSdo a dance I couldn’t do any of the dances they 
taught us.perform a dance We watched the group perform some traditional 
Spanish dances.dance + NOUNSdance music There was a band at the party 

playing dance music.a dance step (=a movement in a dance) Lou taught me a 
few dance steps.a dance routine/sequence (=a set of movements that are part of a 
dance) She was practising a complicated dance routine.the dance floor (=a special 

floor for people to dance on) When we heard the song starting we rushed onto 
the dance floor.a dance hall (=built for popular dancing) The town had a theatre, 
cinemas, and a dance hall.a dance class We took dance classes for a few months 

before the wedding.a dance teacher/instructor His dance teacher gave him some 
stretching exercises to do.a dance band (=playing music that people can dance 
to) Grandad used to play the saxophone in a dance band.a dance company He worked 

as a choreographer with a top Paris dance company.2. a social event where people 
danceVERBSgo to a dance We’re going to a dance at the Park Hotel.have/hold a 
dance They’re having the dance in the church hall.NOUNS + dancea school 

dance There’s always a school dance just before the summer holidays.a Christmas 
dance Are you going to the office Christmas dance?a dinner/tea dance (=an event 
that consists of a meal followed by dancing) Some of the hotels hold tea dances in the 

afternoons.PREPOSITIONSat a dance We met at a dance when we were both 

17.THESAURUS: danceballa large formal occasion where people dance:The 

University holds a ball at the end of June. | Are you going to the ball?proma formal  

dance party for high school students, especially in the US, usually held at the end of a  

school year:Who’s your date for the prom?formal AmEa dance at which you must wear  

formal clothes:He rented a tuxedo to wear to his company’s holiday  

formal.club/nightcluba place where people go at night to dance:We went out for  

dinner and then to a club.  

danger /ˈdeɪndʒə $ -ər/ noun  a situation in which something bad may happen 

or someone or something may be harmed, destroyed, or killedPHRASESbe in 
danger The public was not in danger at any time.be in danger of doing 

sth It was clear that the ship was in grave danger of sinking.put sb/sb’s life in 
danger Firemen put their own lives in danger as part of their job.be fraught with 
danger (=involve a lot of danger) Their journey was long and fraught with danger.be 

out of danger (=no longer be in danger) John is still in hospital but he is out of 
danger.ADJECTIVESgreat danger Soldiers in the area are in great 
danger.grave/serious danger (=very great) People are putting themselves in grave 

danger by taking illegal drugs.real danger There is a real danger that the disease will 
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spread.mortal danger literary (=danger of death) The plane’s crew were now 

in mortal danger.immediate/imminent danger (=likely to happen very soon) The 
passengers on the boat were not in immediate danger.potential danger (=possible 

but not definite) Gloves should be worn because of the potential danger of 
infection.constant danger (=continuing all the time) They are in constant danger of 
attack.physical danger (=danger to your body) Many sports involve some physical 

danger.an obvious danger Some sports have obvious dangers.a hidden 
danger (=one that is not easy to notice) Many parents of young children don’t 
recognize the hidden dangers in their own homes.VERBSface danger Today’s police 

officers face danger every day.avoid danger To avoid danger of torn muscles, you 
must warm up properly before exercising.sense danger (=feel that there is 
danger) The animal lifted its head, sensing danger.pose a danger (=be something that 

can harm someone or something) The chemical poses a danger to human 
health.highlight the dangers (=emphasize that something can harm someone or 
something) The report highlights the dangers of alcohol.danger threatens (=seems 

likely) Most birds will warn other birds when danger threatens.danger lurks (=it exists 
but you may not see it or know about it) My mother was very anxious, and danger 
lurked everywhere for her.danger lies in sth (=it exists) The river’s danger lies in its 

depth and strong undercurrents.danger passes (=there is no longer any danger) At 
last the sound of bombing had stopped and the danger had passed.danger + NOUNSa 
danger area/zone (=an area that could be dangerous) People living in the danger 

area have been told to leave.PREPOSITIONSthe danger of sth The danger of a fire in 
the home increases during the holidays.danger from sth The public was not aware of 
the danger from nuclear tests in Nevada.a danger to sb/sth Smoking is a danger 

to health.THESAURUS: dangerriskthe chance that something bad may 

happen:Smoking greatly increases the risk of lung cancer. | There is a high risk of  

failure. | The older you are, the greater the risk of getting the disease.threatthe 

possibility that something very bad will happen:The only way to reduce the threat  

of nuclear war is to get rid of all nuclear weapons. | There is an increased threat of a  

terrorist attack.hazardsomething that may be dangerous or cause accidents or  

problems:People are more aware of the health hazards. | The insurance policy covers  

you against natural hazards such as avalanches. | There is a lack of concern about  

the potential hazards (=the possible hazards).  

dangerous /ˈdeɪndʒərəs/ adjective  likely to harm or kill someone, or cause 

very serious problemsNOUNSa dangerous situation/position The situation was 

extremely dangerous and someone could have been killed.a dangerous 
place/road/area The mountains are a dangerous place for walkers because the 
weather changes quickly.dangerous job/work Police work can be dangerous.a 

dangerous sport/activity Parachute diving is an extremely dangerous sport.a 
dangerous chemical/substance/drug US troops were exposed to nerve gas and 
other dangerous chemicals. | Cocaine and crack are very dangerous drugs, which can 

kill you.a dangerous weapon Police have the power to stop and search people for 
dangerous weapons such as knives.a dangerous level of sth They found dangerous 
levels of pollution in the city air.a dangerous man/criminal/offender He is one of 

the most dangerous criminals in the country.a dangerous animal/dog There have 
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been several cases of dangerous dogs attacking young children.dangerous driving He 

was charged with causing death by dangerous driving.ADVERBSextremely/highly 
dangerous The drug is highly dangerous if misused.increasingly dangerous The 

political situation has made her work increasingly dangerous.potentially 
dangerous High blood pressure is potentially dangerous as it can lead to a heart 
attack.downright/positively dangerous (=used to emphasize that something is 

dangerous) Driving without lights is downright dangerous.inherently dangerous (=in 
a way that is a natural part of something) Firefighting is an inherently 
dangerous job.VERBSmake sth dangerous Snow and ice are making driving conditions 

very dangerous.PREPOSITIONSdangerous for sb/sth Plastic bags can be dangerous 
for very young children.dangerous to sb/sth Smoking is dangerous 
to health.PHRASESsth is a dangerous business (=a job or activity is 

dangerous) Politics is a dangerous business in some countries.sth is a dangerous 
game (to play) (=something is likely to cause serious problems for you) Delaying the 
decision is a dangerous game to play.sth sets a dangerous precedent (=something 

could be used to support later actions or decisions, in a way that will cause serious 

problems) The court’s decision sets a dangerous precedent.THESAURUS: 

dangerous Collocations with words meaning dangerousYou can  

say extremely dangerous or highly dangerous, and extremely risky or highly  

risky.You say extremely hazardous/treacherous/perilous, and completely  

unsafe. riskybusiness | situation | strategy | proposition | move | venture | a

ctivity | operation | investmentif something is risky, something bad could easily  

happen or you could easily make a mistake:Buying a second-hand car can be a risky  

business. | It’s a risky strategy trying to blame the previous government. | Doctors  

said it was too risky to operate.high-

riskstrategy | approach | business | venture | enterprise | behaviour | sport | 

activitya high-risk activity, plan etc is one in which something bad could very easily  

happen:Borrowing so much money to buy the club was a high-risk  

strategy. | Developing new drugs is a high-risk venture that requires large amounts of  

capital. | High-risk sports are excluded from many insurance policies. High-risk is  

usually used before a  

noun. hazardouswaste | chemical | substance | material | journey | job | occu

pation | business | conditionsdangerous, especially to someone’s health or  

safety:Governments need to decide how to deal with hazardous waste. | There are 

strict laws concerning the use of hazardous chemicals. | The journey through the 

desert was extremely hazardous. | Coal-mining is an extremely hazardous  

occupation. | Travel was a hazardous business in the eighteenth century. | Take care 

when driving in hazardous  

conditions.unsafebuilding | road | water | conditions | level | minea place that is  
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unsafe is dangerous because someone is likely to be hurt there. Water that is unsafe is  

likely to make someone ill:The building was unsafe because it had been damaged by 

the earthquake. | The road is unsafe for children. | Millions of people die from diseases  

caused by unsafe drinking water. | The people were exposed to unsafe levels of  

lead. | The central government plans to shut down unsafe coal mines. | The roof  

was declared 

unsafe.treacherous literaryconditions | road | surface | terrain | waters | sea | 

currents | journeytreacherous places or conditions are very dangerous for anyone 

who is walking, driving, climbing etc in them:The snow turned to ice,  

making conditions treacherous for walkers. | Ahead are 1,700 miles  

of treacherous mountain roads. | The boat sank in the treacherous waters of the North  

Atlantic  

Ocean.perilous literaryjourney | crossing | trip | position | situation | statea 

perilous journey or situation is very dangerous:He was the first person to make 

the perilous journey to the South Pole. | The club has no money and is still in  

a perilous position. | The economy is in a perilous state and we need some imaginative  

changes.ANTONYMS → safe (2) 

dank /dæŋk/ adjective  THESAURUS > damp (1) 

daring adjective  THESAURUS > brave 

dark /dɑːk $ dɑːrk/ adjective  1. with little or no lightNOUNSa dark 

place/room The curtains were drawn and the room was dark.a dark 

corner/recess He hid in a dark corner.a dark street/alley The thief escaped down 
a dark alley.a dark tunnel/corridor She walked down endless dark corridors.a dark 
night It was a cold dark night in November.ADVERBScompletely dark The room 

was completely dark.pitch dark (=used to emphasize that a place is completely dark 
and you cannot see anything) The country lanes are pitch dark at night.VERBSgo 
dark (=become dark) Suddenly, the room went dark.PHRASESit is dark It was dark by 

the time we arrived home.it gets dark It gets dark around 5 p.m. in 

winter.THESAURUS: darkgloomyroom | office | place | corridor | streeta 

gloomy place or room is not at all bright or cheerful:We sat in  

a gloomy waiting room. | She pushed open the only door, and found herself in  

a gloomy office. | His childhood memory of the house was of a dark and gloomy 

place. | The bar was rather gloomy and smelled of stale cigar  

smoke.shadyspot | place | corner | garden | woodsa shady place is cooler and 

darker than the area around it, because the light of the sun cannot reach it:They found 

a shady spot for a picnic. | It was nice and shady under the 

trees.murkywater | darkness | lightdark and difficult to see through:The fish were 

barely visible in the murky water. | A man appeared out of the murky darkness.dimly 

litroom | corridor | hall | hallway | street | churcha dimly lit building or place is  

fairly dark because the lights there are not very bright:She showed us into a dimly lit  
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room. | The church was dimly lit.unlitarea | room | staircase | passage | roaddark  

because there are no lights or because the lights are not switched on:Don’t park your  

car in an unlit area. | We drove along narrow unlit  

roads.darkenedroom | hall | house | building | theatrea darkened room or  

building is darker than usual, especially because its lights have been turned off or the 

curtains have been drawn:He lay down in a darkened room because his headache was  

so bad. | The car stopped outside a darkened house.pitch-dark/pitch-

blackcompletely dark, so that nothing can be seen:It was pitch-dark inside the 

shed.2. a dark colour is not pale and is closer to blackNOUNSa dark colour Lena 

always wears dark colours.dark brown/blue/green/red etc Her hair is dark 
brown.dark clouds Dark clouds moved across the sky.a dark 

sky The sky grew dark and it looked like it was going to rain.THESAURUS: 

darkdeepblue | red | yellow | green | purple | orange | brown | colourdeep 

colours are strong and dark, especially in a way that is attractive:She looked at him 

with her deep blue eyes. | The house was painted in deep 

colours.richcolour | blue | red | yellow | green | purple | orange | brownrich  

colours are strong and dark, and give a feeling of luxury and comfort:The cushions  

were all in rich jewel colours. | She admired the rich  

purple curtains.ANTONYMS → pale (1) 

darkness /ˈdɑːknəs, ˈdɑːknɪs $ ˈdɑːrk-/ noun  when there is no 

lightADJECTIVEScomplete/total darkness It was late and the village was in total 
darkness.pitch darkness (=complete darkness) We ended up coming down the 
mountain in pitch darkness.semi-darkness I could see the figure of a man in the semi-

darkness.gathering/growing darkness literary (=night that is slowly 
coming) The gathering darkness made it hard to see her face.near darkness The only 
light in the near darkness was the moon.VERBSdarkness falls/comes also darkness 

descends literary As darkness fell, rescue workers had to give up the search.darkness 
closes in literary (=it becomes darker outside) The rain turned to snow and darkness 
closed in.PREPOSITIONSin darkness All the lights went out, leaving the 

room in complete darkness.into the darkness The car 
disappeared into the darkness.out of the darkness The house seemed suddenly to 
appear out of the darkness.PHRASESthe hours of darkness (=the night) Desert 

animals come out during the hours of darkness when it’s cool.under cover of 
darkness (=when darkness makes you less likely to be seen) The attack took 
place under cover of darkness.be plunged into darkness (=be suddenly in darkness 

because the lights go out) Suddenly the electricity went off and we were plunged into 
darkness.be shrouded in darkness (=be very dark) When I arrived, the apartment 

was shrouded in darkness. 

data AC /ˈdeɪtə, ˈdɑːtə/ noun  information or factsADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ dataaccurate data It’s important that the data we collect is accurate.reliable 
data Some of the data isn’t very reliable.historical/financial/scientific etc data My 

research involves analyzing historical data.raw data (=that has been collected, but not 
organized or studied) We have plenty of raw data, but we don’t yet know what it 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [540] 

means.available data Unfortunately, the available data was incomplete.published 

data All the published data on the subject suggests that public opinion has 
changed.personal data The company has very secure systems for storing 

customers’ personal data.computer data Digital cameras transfer pictures and sound 
into computer data.electronic data These tiny devices can store huge amounts 
of electronic data.statistical data It is difficult to compare statistical data from 

different countries.empirical data (=based on real tests and experience, not on 
theories) The theory is supported by empirical data.factual data It’s difficult to 
collect factual data on human emotions.experimental data (=produced by 

experiments) Students then analyze this experimental data.survey/census 
data (=produced in a survey or census) Survey data show that people’s participation in 
sports rises with their level of income.VERBS + datacollect data The survey data has 

been collected over the last three decades.store data The data is stored on a computer 
in our central office.process data (=store and organize it using computers) Newer 
computers can process data much more quickly.analyze data The researchers then 

began analyzing the data.access data (=get it so you can use it) The website has been 
improved so that users can access the data they need more easily.input/enter 
data also feed in data (=put it onto a computer) His job is to input the data into the 

main computer system.retrieve/extract data (=get it from a computer or other place 
where it is stored) The search program makes it very quick to retrieve data.data + 

VERBSdata shows/reveals sth The data shows that suicide rates among young men 

have increased.data indicates/suggests sth Our data indicates that weather patterns 
are likely to get more extreme.data + NOUNSdata collection/capture Choosing the 
right method of data collection is important.data processing (=using computers to 

store and organize information) They’ve got a very efficient system for data 
processing.data protection (=the process of keeping people’s personal information 
safe) This information cannot be published because of European laws on data 

protection.data encryption (=the process of keeping electronic information private by 
putting it into a form that people cannot read) In order to send bank information safely, 
some form of data encryption would be used.data analysis Computers are increasingly 

used for data analysis.a data bank (=a large amount of data stored in a computer 
system) We can compare insurance prices from different companies on the data 
bank.PREPOSITIONSdata on sth We did not have any data on people’s alcohol 

use.data for sth Some of the data for the period 2002–2004 was not 
reliable.PHRASESa set of data The three sets of data produced very different results.a 
piece/item of data Every single piece of data is important.a body of data (=a large 

amount of data) There is an enormous body of data supporting the theory 

database /ˈdeɪtəˌbeɪs/ noun  a large amount of information that is stored on a 

computerADJECTIVES/NOUNS + databasea computer database/an electronic 

database Patient records are kept on a computer database.an online database This 
website provides an online database of jobs in the computer industry.a big/huge 
database The company have a big database which has the details of all their 

products.a national database The ID cards will contain data which will be stored on 
a national database.a central database The police have a central database of criminal 
fingerprints.a customer database Your customer database can be used as a mailing 

list of clients.VERBShave/keep a database The library has a database of over 21 
million book titles.build/create a database After you’ve created a database, simply 
enter or import your information into the fields.put sth in/into a database You want 
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to be able to retrieve every single piece of data you put into a database.hold/keep sth 

on a database Some argue that everyone’s DNA should be kept on a database to help 
fight crime, do you agree?update a database The database will be updated to a new 

version.search a database You can search the database online.access/use a 
database The library database can be accessed by all students registered at the 
college.a database contains sth The database contains over 100,000 

names.database + NOUNSdatabase management The IT manager is responsible 
for database management.a database system The company is planning to update 
its database system.PREPOSITIONSbe on a database Customer details are 

held on a database.a database of sb/sth The National Insurance Crime Bureau has 
access to a database of vehicles which have been reported as stolen. 

date /deɪt/ noun  1. a particular day of the month or year, especially shown by a 

numberADJECTIVESthe exact/precise date I can’t remember the exact date we 

moved into this house.the due date (=the date by which something is due to 
happen) Payment must be made by the due date.the closing date (=the last day you 
can officially do something) The closing date for applications is April 30th.a provisional 

date (=one that may change later) The provisional date for the meeting is August 
24th.a start date Setting a start date for the negotiations has been difficult.the sell-

by date BrE (=a date on a food product after which it should not be sold) Those 
yoghurts are a week past their sell-by date.the agreed date BrE the agreed upon 
date AmE (=one that people have agreed on) The work was not finished by the agreed 

date.NOUNS + datea start date Setting a start date for the negotiations has been 
difficult.the completion date (=a date when work will be finished) The completion 
date for the work is early October.the delivery date (=a date on which goods will be 

delivered) The delivery date should be around 23 August.the expiry 
date BrE expiration date AmE (=a date on a product after which it cannot be 
used) Check the expiry date on your credit card.the departure date (=the date when 

someone leaves) My departure date was only a few days away.the launch date (=the 
date when a new product or system is available) The proposed launch date for the 
software is next December.a wedding date The couple are engaged but have not yet 

set a wedding date.the publication date (=the date when something is published) We 
are aiming at a publication date of mid-November.VERBSset/decide on/fix a 
date (=decide the date when something will happen) They haven’t decided on a 

date for the election yet. | Have you set a date for the wedding yet?change a 
date They’ve changed the date of the show from March 6th to March 9th.confirm a 
date (=say that something will definitely happen on a particular day) The company 

called to confirm the delivery date for our sofa.announce a date (=tell people when 
something will happen) The band has announced the dates of their European 
tour.PREPOSITIONSa date for sth A date for the trial will be set later this year.the 

date of sth What’s the date of the next meeting?on a date The ship sank on this 
date in 1912.before/after a date You should apply at least 8 weeks before your 
date of departure.PHRASEStoday’s date Don’t forget to put today’s date at the top of 

the letter.sb’s date of birth also sb’s birth date (=the day and year when someone 
was born) What’s your date of birth?the date of publication/issue/departure 
etc formal The insurance will only cover costs incurred on or after the date of 

departure.at a future/later date (=at some time in the future) We planned to extend 
the house at a later date.2. an arrangement to meet someone, especially someone you 
have a romantic relationship withVERBShave a date Ben had a date with a woman 
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from work.go on a date She agreed to go on a date with him.ADJECTIVESa first 

date He had kissed her on their first date.a blind date (=an arranged meeting for two 
people who have not met each other before) I’ve only been on a blind date once.a hot 

date informal (=a meeting with someone who you are very sexually attracted to) He 
had a hot date with the woman of his dreams.PREPOSITIONSa date with sb She has a 
date with John tonight.on a date I always feel nervous on a first date. 

dated /ˈdeɪtɪd/ adjective  THESAURUS > old-fashioned 

daughter noun  someone’s female childADJECTIVESeldest/oldest 

daughter Their eldest daughter is studying at universityyoungest daughter She was 

the youngest daughter of an American millionaire.elder/older daughter (=used when 
someone has two daughters) Jane is their elder daughter.younger daughter (=used 
when someone has two daughters) She loved her younger daughter 

dearly.second/third etc daughter Three years later I had my second daughter, 
Melissa.middle daughter His middle daughter has found a new hobby: snowboarding 
in the nearby mountains.only daughter It's natural for an only daughter to want to be 

with her mother at a time like this.five-year-old/14-year-old etc daughter They 
have a ten-year-old daughter.young/little/small daughter He loved his little 
daughter, but he wished she had slightly less energy.baby daughter I remember 

holding my beautiful new baby daughter Danielle in my arms.teenage daughter She 
says she finds it difficult to communicate with her teenage daughter, Camille.grown-
up/adult daughter Christine has two grown-up daughters and seven 

grandchildren.adopted daughter (=who has legally become their child after being 
born to other parents) The couple have three boys of their own and an adopted 
daughter.a good/dutiful daughter (=one who behaves towards her parents as she 

should) She had always been a dutiful daughter and often helped her mother with the 
housework.VERBShave a daughter They now have two daughters.bring up/raise 
your daughter She left work to bring up her daughter.sb’s daughter is born Their 

youngest daughter was born last year.PHRASESgive birth to a daughter It was not 
long before Judith gave birth to a daughter, named Gisèle.sons and daughters The 

school was set up to educate the sons and daughters of wealthy families. 

daunting adjective  THESAURUS > difficult 

dawn noun  the beginning of the day when it starts to get lightVERBSdawn 

breaks As soon as dawn broke, they set off on their journey.dawn comes 
(up) Unfortunately as the dawn came up, so did the clouds.ADJECTIVESthe grey 

dawn He woke early to a grey dawn.the early dawn By early dawn they had reached 
the coast.NOUNS + dawnthe dawn chorus (=sound of many birds singing at dawn) He 
was woken up by the dawn chorus.a dawn raid (=an attack at dawn) The police 

carried out a dawn raid on the house of a suspected drug dealer.PREPOSITIONSat 
dawn She would be up at dawn and away before he woke.PHRASESat the crack of 
dawn (=very early in the morning) I had to get up at the crack of dawn to catch a 

plane.from dawn till dusk She used to work in the fields from dawn till dusk.the light 

of dawn The light of dawn was beginning to brighten the sky.THESAURUS: 

dawn→ beginning (1)  

day /deɪ/ noun  1. a period of 24 hoursADJECTIVES/NOUNS + dayevery/each 

day The museum is open to visitors every day.the same day Similar protests took 
place on the same day in other towns.the next/following day (=the day after 
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something happened in the past) The story was in the newspaper the following day.the 

previous day (=the day before something happened in the past) I had been to the 
doctor the previous day.a big day (=a day when something important is planned) The 

team was training hard to prepare for the big day.a historic day (=when a historically 
important event happens) The moon landing was a historic day.a 
school/working/trading etc day (=a day when children go to school, people go to 

work etc) She has to get up at 7 a.m. on school days.election/market etc 
day Election day is on May 2nd. | Wednesday is market day in Oxford.a holy 
day Friday is the Muslim holy day.Christmas/Easter/Independence etc Day What 

day of the week is Christmas Day this year?sb’s wedding day (=the day when 
someone gets married) She wanted everything to be perfect for her wedding 
day.VERBSa day comes (=it happens) The war will end and, when that day comes, 

everyone will be happy.a day passes/goes by The day 
passed uneventfully. | Another day went by, and he still hadn’t called.PREPOSITIONSon 
a day On days when I have to work, I leave the house at 8 a.m. | On the day she was 

due to arrive, there was a rail strike.the day of sth (=the day when a particular thing 
happens) They all looked forward to the day of the wedding.for ... days (=used for 
saying how many days something lasts) It rained heavily for three days.in ... 

days also in ... days’ time (=used for counting a number of days into the 
future) In six days’ time they will be in San Francisco.PHRASESthe day before 
yesterday We arrived in France the day before yesterday.the day after 

tomorrow They have agreed to meet for lunch the day after tomorrow.the other 
day (=a few days ago) Mark called the other day.day by day also by the day (=as 
time passes) She gets more beautiful day by day.24 hours a day (=during the whole 

day and night) In Cairo, the streets are busy 24 hours a day.one/some day (=at 
some time in the future) They knew they would see each other again some day.2. the 
time during the day when it is light, or when you are working or doing 

thingsADJECTIVESa beautiful/lovely/glorious day (=with very nice weather) It was 
a beautiful day for a wedding.a sunny/rainy/cloudy day They hoped for a sunny 
day for the picnic.a nice/lovely/happy day The family enjoyed a lovely day at the 

beach.a good day (=in which things have happened in the way you want) She had 
another good day at work.a bad day (=in which things have happened in a way you do 
not want) You look as if you’ve had a bad day.a hard day (=in which you work hard) A 

hot bath is nice after a hard day.a long day They’ve been working since 6 a.m., so it’s 
been a long day.VERBShave a ... day Simon had had a difficult day at the office.spend 
the day (doing sth) I spent the day shopping with my friends. | She plans to spend 

the day with her boyfriend.start the day (=do something at the beginning of a 
day) You should start the day with a good breakfast.end the day (=do something at 
the end of a day) We ended the day at a little restaurant by the beach.a day goes 

well/badly etc Although they had expected problems, the day 
went very well.PREPOSITIONSby day (=during the period that is not night) This shy 
creature sleeps by day and feeds at night.per day (=for each period of one 

day) Workers on the farm are paid about £45 per day.PHRASESall day 
(long) (=throughout the whole of a day) The sun continued to shine all day.Have a 

nice/good day! spoken (=used when saying goodbye to someone in a friendly 
way) Bye Sam! Have a good day!one of those days spoken (=a day when there are 
problems) I’m sorry I’m late. I’ve had one of those days.day and night (=for many 
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hours, including periods during the night) They would have to work day and night to get 

the project finished. 

dazzling /ˈdæzəlɪŋ/ adjective  THESAURUS 

> bright (1), bright (2), impressive.   

dead1 /ded/ adjective  no longer aliveNOUNSa dead body A dead body has been 

found in the woods.a dead man/woman/person etc Police are trying to contact the 
family of the dead man.sb’s dead husband/wife/son etc She had a photograph of 

her dead husband next to her bed.a dead animal/bird/cat You often find dead 
animals on the road.a dead tree/plant/leaves Dead trees are cut down and used for 
firewood. | The pond was full of dead leaves.VERBSdrop dead (=die 

suddenly) He dropped dead from a heart attack at the age of 52.find sb dead A man 
was found dead in the apartment.lie dead He lay dead for several days before being 
discovered by one of the neighbours.shoot sb dead She shot him dead with a single 

bullet to the heart.sth leaves sb dead (=an event results in someone dying – used 
especially in news reports) The explosion left at least 28 people dead.leave sb for 
dead (=leave someone to die) The men beat him and ran away, leaving him for 

dead.pronounce/declare sb dead (=say officially that someone is dead) She 
was pronounced dead at the scene of the accident.be presumed dead (=used when 
someone is missing and the police think they are certainly dead) The two boys have not 

been seen since they fell into the river, and are now presumed dead.be feared 
dead (=used especially in news reports when people have probably been killed in an 
accident or attack) Hundreds of people are feared dead in a ferry 

disaster.ADVERBSclinically dead (=dead based on medical checks) A person is 
declared clinically dead when the brain stops working.long dead (=dead for a long 
time) Her grandparents were long dead.PHRASESdead and gone informal (=dead and 

no longer here) Let’s face it, we’ll all be dead and gone soon.dead or alive/alive or 
dead The president said he wanted the men caught, dead or alive.more dead than 
alive (=very badly hurt or ill and almost dead) He was swept up onto a beach after 

three days at sea, more dead than alive. GrammarYou can also use dead as a  

noun: The names of the dead were read out at the memorial service. Ten children  

were among the dead and injured. THESAURUS: 

deadlate formalhusband | wife | father | mother | sister | brotherdead – use 

this as a polite way of talking about someone who has died, especially recently:Her late  

husband started the business 20 years ago. | The book was a present from his late  

father. Late is only used before a noun. You often use the late before someone’s  

name: The play was written by the late Harold  

Pinter. deceased formalperson | partner | husband | wife | brother | sisterdead.

 Deceased is very formal and is often used in legal situations:A deceased person's  

assets will be distributed according to his or her will. | The house had belonged to  

her deceased husband. | Her parents, now deceased, disapproved of her  

marriage. Deceased can also be used as a noun: It is important to check whether the  
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deceased had already made arrangements for their own  

funeral. lifeless literarybody | fingersdead or seeming to be dead:His lifeless  

body was eventually taken from the river. | The scissors fell from her lifeless  

fingers and skidded across the floor. | She was lying there,  

apparently lifeless.ANTONYMS → alive 

dead2 /ded/ adverb informal  completelyADJECTIVESdead 

right/wrong You’re dead wrong, so let me handle this.dead straight/flat The 
countryside around here is dead flat all the way to the sea.dead quiet/calm/still The 
room was dead quiet while we waited for Ted to reply.dead drunk He came home dead 

drunk in the middle of the night.PHRASESbe dead (set) against sth (=completely 
disapprove of or disagree with something) I’d like to be an actress but Mum and Dad 
are dead set against it.be dead set on sth (=be determined to do something) At the 

moment, Steve’s just dead set on winning the gold medal.stop dead (in your 
tracks) (=suddenly stop moving completely) She was so shocked that she stopped 
dead in her tracks. 

deadline /ˈdedlaɪn/ noun  a date or time by which you have to do or complete 

somethingVERBSmeet a deadline (=finish something by a deadline) Everyone’s 
working extremely hard to meet the deadline.miss a deadline (=fail to finish 

something by a deadline) There will be penalties if the government misses the 
deadline to cut air pollution.have a deadline It’s easier to work hard if you have a 
deadline.work to a deadline (=have to finish something by a deadline) We’re all 

under pressure and working to deadlines.beat a deadline (=finish or do something 
before a deadline) Five thousand applicants rushed to beat Wednesday’s deadline for 
applications.set a deadline (=decide on a date when something must be finished) The 

deadline has been set at January 31st.give sb a deadline also impose a 
deadline formal (=make someone have a deadline) NATO has imposed a deadline of 
two weeks for a deal to be reached.extend a deadline (=make the date or time later 

than it was before) My editor agreed to extend the deadline by two weeks.a deadline 
approaches/looms Things began to get more frantic as the deadline loomed.a 
deadline passes (=the date or time by which you must do something goes past) The 

deadline had already passed for him to raise the money.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ deadlinea tight deadline (=one that is difficult because it does not allow much time 

to do something) As a journalist, you have to be able to work to tight deadlines.a strict 
deadline (=a time or date when something must definitely be finished) We’re working 
to a very strict deadline.a self-imposed deadline (=one that you have set for 

yourself) The government has missed a self-imposed deadline to solve the problem.the 
Friday/December etc deadline The project went on long after the December 
deadline.PREPOSITIONSa deadline for (doing) sth The deadline for registration on 

the course is 23 January.a deadline of sth A deadline of 3 May was set. 

deadly /ˈdedli/ adjective  THESAURUS > poisonous 

deaf /def/ adjective  physically unable to hear anything or unable to hear 

wellADVERBStotally deaf (=completely deaf) My grandmother is totally deaf.partially 

deaf (=partly deaf) The accident left him partially deaf in his left ear.stone 
deaf informal (=completely deaf) She must be stone deaf if she didn’t hear all that 
noise!profoundly deaf (=completely deaf) Many profoundly deaf children have 
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difficulty in learning to read.VERBSgo deaf (=become deaf) By the time he was 50 he 

had begun to go deaf.be born deaf If the mother gets the disease, her baby may be 
born deaf.leave sb deaf (=cause someone to become deaf) A blow on the 

head left him permanently deaf.THESAURUS: deafbe hard of hearingto have 

difficulty hearing things, for example because you are old:You’ll have to speak up –  

she’s a little hard of hearing. | The programme has subtitles for the hard of  

hearing.hearing-impaired formalhaving a permanent physical condition which makes  

it difficult for you to hear things. Hearing-impaired is used especially in official  

contexts, and is the politically correct use:Not all hearing-impaired people are 

completely deaf.  

deafening /ˈdefənɪŋ/ adjective  THESAURUS > loud 

deal /diːl/ noun  an agreement or arrangement, especially in business or politics, 

that helps both sides involvedNOUNS + deala business deal Branson and Wilson 
discussed a possible business deal together.a trade deal The two countries are hoping 
to negotiate a trade deal.a pay deal (=one that involves an agreement about how 

much people will be paid) They are currently negotiating a new pay deal.a record 
deal (=one between a singer or band and a recording company) It’s hard for a band to 
get a record deal.a sponsorship deal (=when a company gives money to an event or 

organization as a form of advertising) His football club has just signed a sponsorship 
deal with a soft drinks company.an arms/weapons deal (=one which involves selling 
weapons) A number of recent arms deals have embarrassed the government.a peace 

deal (=an agreement to end fighting between countries) Hopes of a peace deal are 
fading.ADJECTIVESa financial/political etc deal After weeks of negotiation, the 
chances of a political deal seemed increasingly unlikely.a good deal (=a good price, 

offer, or arrangement) You can buy two for £10, which sounds like a good deal.a shady 
deal (=dishonest or illegal) Some senior members of the party were involved in shady 
deals and bribery.a secret deal A secret deal was struck with the US to release the 

prisoners.a lucrative deal (=one that will give you a lot of money) She’s just signed a 
lucrative deal to host the show.a one-year/two-year etc deal (=one that will be 
fixed for one year, two years etc) The five-year deal is estimated to be worth $17.2 

million.VERBS + dealmake/do a deal They made a deal to sell the land to a property 
developer. | The two companies have recently done a major deal.reach/strike a 
deal (=agree a deal after a lot of discussions) The two countries reached a deal to 

reduce the number of nuclear weapons.clinch/secure a deal (=finally agree on a 
deal, especially one that is good for you) The salesman was eager to clinch the deal.cut 
a deal informal (=agree a deal, especially when it is difficult or you have to accept 

some things you would rather not accept) His lawyer thinks they can cut a deal, so that 
he only has to go to prison for a couple of years.sign a deal The singer has signed a 
$20 million deal with an American TV network.negotiate a deal (=agree a deal by 

discussing over a long period) We have negotiated a special deal with one of the world’s 
leading car hire companies.close/conclude a deal formal (=agree a deal formally) A 
deal between the two parties has now been concluded.offer (sb) a deal Stores 

are offering good deals to attract customers.have a deal (=have made or agreed on a 
deal) Do we have a deal?back out of/pull out of a deal (=decide not to make a deal 

after discussing one) Twenty-five jobs were lost after their partner pulled out of the 
deal.get a good deal (=buy something at a good price) He thought he had got a good 
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deal.deal + VERBSa deal goes through/ahead (=it happens as arranged) It’s 99% 

certain that the deal will go through.a deal falls through (=does not happen as 
arranged) The cost was simply too high, so the deal fell through.a deal involves 

sb/sth He was linked to an arms deal involving machine guns.PREPOSITIONSa deal 
with sb They signed a deal with a multinational company.a deal between sb and 
sb Twelve US soldiers were released after a deal between the army and the guerrillas.a 

deal on sth The company offered a better deal on pay and working hours.under a 
deal Under the deal, the production of the engines will be moved to 
China.PHRASESpart of the deal I got free accommodation as part of the deal.the 

terms of a deal (=the details or conditions in it) The hotel group refused to release 
the financial terms of the deal.a done deal informal (=something that has been 
completely agreed) The takeover has been described as a done deal.a deal worth 

sth (=used for saying how much money someone will get from a deal) He has just 
signed a deal worth £2 million. 

deal with /ˈdiːl wɪð/ verb1. to take action to solve or get rid of a problemNOUNSdeal 

with a problem/issue/matter We are currently looking at ways of dealing 

with the problem.deal with a situation At first I had no idea how to deal 
with the situation.deal with a crisis The president has flown home to deal 

with the crisis.deal with an emergency All our ambulance drivers are trained to deal 
with emergencies.deal with a complaint Working in the Customer Service 
Department, you become an expert in dealing with complaints.deal with a 

question/enquiry Our staff will be happy to deal with any enquiries.ADVERBSdeal 
with sth effectively The company did not deal with the problem of bullying 
very effectively.deal with sth successfully Most of these issues have now 

been successfully dealt with.deal with sth adequately/satisfactorily Do you think 
our Health Service deals adequately with the needs of older people?deal with sth 
speedily/promptly (=quickly) The organization deals with complaints 

very promptly.deal with sth properly/appropriately If the police had dealt with the 
case properly, we would not be in this situation.deal with sth fairly We felt that the 

court had not dealt with our case fairly.THESAURUS: deal 

withhandlesituation | case | complaintto deal with a problem or difficult situation  

by making particular decisions. Used especially when talking about how well or badly  

someone does this:I thought he handled the situation really well. | Most customers  

were happy with the way their complaints had been 

handled.tackleproblem | issue | crime | povertyto start to deal with a problem,  

especially one that is complicated:More needs to be done to tackle the problem of  

global warming. | We need to tackle the issue of drugs in schools. | The government is  

introducing new measures to tackle online crime.see to/attend to sthto deal with all  

the practical details of something that needs to be done or organized. Attend to is  

more formal than see to:My son saw to all the funeral arrangements. | I have some 

business to attend to.take care of sthto do the work or make the arrangements that  

are necessary for something to happen. Used especially when you do this for someone 

else so that they do not have to worry about it:My secretary takes care of all the 

paperwork. | Don't worry about canceling the meeting - I'll take care of  
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that.processapplication | order | claim | requestif a company or organization  

processes an application, order etc, they do the things that are usually done as part of  

their official system, in order to deal with it:It will take a minimum of 14 days to  

process your passport application. | I called their office, and they said that my request  

was still being processed.2. to be about a subjectNOUNS + deal witha 

book/article/report/essay etc deals with sth She has written several books 

dealing with the history of medicine.a chapter/section etc deals with sth The 
first chapter deals with his early work.ADVERBSdeal with sth 
fully/comprehensively It is the first book to deal comprehensively with this 

topic.deal with sth separately My essay will deal with these three 
questions separately.deal with sth at length (=writing or speaking about it a lot, 
giving a lot of detail) The article deals at length with the question of guilt.3. to 

successfully control your feelings about an emotional problemNOUNSdeal with 
stress Different people have different ways of dealing with stress.deal with 
emotions Teenagers find it very difficult to deal with these emotions.deal with 

grief/loss I would find it difficult to deal with that level of grief.ADVERBSdeal with sth 
well The family has dealt with this tragedy remarkably well.deal with sth 
bravely People admired the way she dealt with the illness so bravely. 

death /deθ/ noun  the end of someone’s lifeADJECTIVESsudden 

death Monroe’s sudden death shocked the world.tragic death The newspapers carried 
the story of the tragic death of a child.violent death (=caused by violence, especially 

deliberately) There is a high rate of violent death in the city.a painful death At that 
time people with the disease faced a very painful death.early death (=at a young 
age) His first marriage ended with the early death of his wife.untimely 

death formal (=at a young age, when this seems very sad and unexpected) He 
remained in charge of the company until his untimely death in 2004.premature 
death (=earlier than people usually die) Smoking is a significant cause of premature 

death.accidental death (=caused by accident, not deliberately) The court decided that 
it was an accidental death.a suspicious/mysterious death The police are 
investigating a suspicious death in the village.a lingering death (=lasting a long 

time) We do not want the animal to suffer a lingering death.certain death (=definitely 
going to happen) Many of the prisoners faced certain death.VERBScause (sb’s) 
death Police still don’t know what caused his death.lead to (sb’s) death also result 

in (sb’s) death The delay in calling an ambulance may have resulted 
in her death.mourn sb’s death (=feel very sad after someone has died) The 
entertainment world was last night mourning the actor’s death.die a 

peaceful/terrible etc death At least he died a peaceful death at home with his 
family.meet your death formal (=die) He met his death tragically while on holiday in 
Greece.risk death She risked death to save the lives of others.escape death (=avoid 

being killed) He narrowly escaped death when he fell from a cliff while climbing.death + 

NOUNSthe death toll (=the number of people who die in an accident or 
disaster) The death toll from the earthquake could be as high as 3,000.the death 

rate (=the number of people who die each year from something) The death rate from 
heart attacks is about 50% higher for smokers.the death penalty (=the legal 
punishment of death) In the West, most countries have abolished the death penalty.a 

death sentence (=the legal punishment of death) Because of his young age, the judge 
decided not to impose a death sentence.death row (=the part of a prison for prisoners 
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who have a death sentence) He spent ten years on death row before being executed.a 

death threat (=a threat to kill someone deliberately) The writer had received a 
number of death threats.a death squad (=a group of people who have been ordered 

to kill someone’s political opponents) Party members had been murdered by the 
president’s death squads.a death wish (=a desire to die) He drank more than two 
bottles of whisky a day, as if he had some kind of death wish.PREPOSITIONSthe death 

of sb The death of the princess caused a huge display of public grief.death from 
sth The number of deaths from cancer is falling steadily.death by sth She was guilty 
of causing death by poisoning.PHRASESbleed/freeze/burn/starve to 

death Thousands of people are starving to death.stab/beat/kick sb to death He 
was stabbed to death in an attack outside his home.be put to death (=be killed as a 
punishment) The rebels were defeated and their leaders put to 

death.sentence/condemn sb to death (=decide someone must die as an official 
punishment) Two men were sentenced to death for the killings.the cause of 
death (=used especially in legal or medical contexts) The cause of death was gunshot 

wounds.a matter of life and/or death (=a very important matter) The decision to go 
to war is literally a matter of life and death.be close to death (=almost dead) She 
was close to death when the doctor arrived. 

death penalty /ˈdeθ ˌpenlti/ noun  the legal punishment of deathVERBSabolish 

the death penalty In 1969, Britain abolished the death penalty. | The death 
penalty was abolished in 1969.bring back the death penalty Some people want 

to bring back the death penalty for very serious crimes.face the death penalty He 
could face the death penalty if he is found guilty.a crime carries the death 
penalty (=the punishment for a crime is the death penalty) Drug 

trafficking carries the death penalty in Saudi Arabia.support the death penalty More 
than 70 percent of the state’s population supports the death penalty.be against the 
death penalty Most people in the UK are against the death penalty.carry out the 

death penalty The death penalty was carried out in the early hours of the 
morning.impose the death penalty The Supreme Court had the power 
to impose the death penalty in exceptionally serious cases of ‘crimes against life’.seek 

the death penalty Prosecutors are seeking the death penalty for a man caught 
smuggling drugs.PHRASESthe abolition of the death penalty He called for 
the abolition of the death penalty and described it as cruel and inhumane.the use of 

the death penalty I would never support the use of the death penalty, even for the 
most violent crimes.a supporter of the death penalty Some supporters of the death 
penalty argue that it is less expensive than a life sentence.an opponent of the death 

penalty She has been a long-time opponent of the death penalty. 
debate AC /dɪˈbeɪt/ noun  discussion of a particular subject in which people 

express different opinionsADJECTIVESa heated/fierce/impassioned debate (=in 

which people express strong opinions in an angry way) There has been a fierce 
debate over the reasons for the war.lively debate (=interesting and involving a lot of 
different opinions) The conference produced some lively debate.intense debate (=in 

which people put forward strong and different arguments) Nuclear power has been the 
subject of intense debate.considerable/great debate There has been considerable 
debate about the best way to pay for university education.a wider debate (=involving 

more people or a more general discussion) The issue of an ageing population should be 
part of a wider debate about health care.a public debate He called for a public 
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debate on racism in society.a national debate It is time to start a national debate on 

the future of education.political debate There was much political debate on pensions 
reform.a long-running debate His comments are part of a long-running debate about 

religious freedom.ongoing debate (=still continuing) There is an ongoing debate about 
the benefits of nuclear power.endless debate (=continuing for so long that it becomes 
annoying) The newspapers are continuing the endless debate over the future of the 

royal family.open/honest debate What we need is an open debate on voting 
reform.genuine/proper debate There has been a lack of genuine debate about 
immigration.parliamentary debate (=in parliament) The vote followed several months 

of parliamentary debate.a televised debate (=shown on television) It was the 
first televised debate between party leaders.VERBS + debatehave a debate I think we 
should have a proper debate about population growth.get into a debate I don’t want 

to get into a debate about the details of the plan.be drawn/dragged into a 
debate The president’s wife refused to be drawn into the 
debate.provoke/spark/trigger debate also stimulate/fuel debate formal (=cause 

a debate to start) The episode provoked fierce debate about freedom of speech.stifle 
debate (=prevent people from having a debate) He was accused of trying to stifle 
debate about the war.reignite/reopen a debate (=cause it to start again) Her 

comments have reignited the debate over politicians’ pay.shape/influence a 
debate You can help shape the debate on the future of our cities.debate + VERBSa 
debate centres on sth The debate centred on the question of whether he was 

responsible for his actions.a debate rages (=happens over a period of time and 
involves strong feelings) A national debate is now raging over the level of youth crime.a 
debate continues The debate continues over whether the government should send 

more troops to the region.PREPOSITIONSdebate on/about/over sth There continues 
to be much debate about the safety of the nuclear industry.debate between 
people There is likely to be fierce debate between the main parties on this 

issue.debate among people The minister’s comments are likely to fuel the debate 
among teachers.debate within a group There has been lively debate within the 
Church over the bishop’s comments.PHRASESbe the subject of debate/be a matter 

of debate Teaching methods have long been the subject of debate. | The effectiveness 
of the government’s policy has been a matter of fierce debate.sth is a matter for 
debate (=it is something that people should discuss) The future of the police force is a 

matter for public debate.be open to debate (=be something that people can have 
very different opinions about) The precise cause of the problem is open to debate.there 
is debate as to sth (=people are not sure about something) There is some debate as 

to the exact number of people killed.debate surrounding/concerning sth There is 
considerable debate surrounding the manager’s decision to resign. 

debt /det/ noun  1. an amount of money that a person or organization 

owesADJECTIVES/NOUNS + debta big/large debt The debts got bigger and 
bigger.huge/massive debts (=very big) Young people often leave university 
with huge debts.heavy debts (=big debts) The company wanted to reduce its heavy 

debts.a crippling debt (=big and causing a lot of problems) Her husband left her 
with crippling debts.an unpaid/outstanding debt (=not yet paid) The 
average outstanding debt on credit cards in the UK is now over £3,000.a bad 

debt (=one that is unlikely to be paid back) Companies lose millions of pounds each 
year from having to write off bad debts.a bank debt (=one that you owe to a 
bank) The company closed with bank debts of about £350 million.a credit card debt I 
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want to pay off my credit card debt.gambling debts His gambling debts had become 

so large that he had to sell his home.the national debt (=the total amount that is 
owed by the government of a country) Their national debt is the third largest in the 

world.household debt (=the total amount of money that people owe relating to their 
home and goods in it) Household debt has risen sharply.student debt (=money owed 
by students) Student debt rose by 167% during the past decade.VERBShave debts The 

company has debts of over $200 million.run up debts also amass/accumulate 
debts formal (=borrow more and more money) At that time, he was drinking a lot 
and running up debts.pay off a debt (=pay the money back) He had enough money 

to pay off his outstanding debts. | The first thing I’m going to do is pay off my 
debts.repay/settle a debt formal (=pay the money back) He was hoping he would 
soon have enough money to settle his debts.clear your debts (=repay all of them) It 

took her three years to clear her bank debts.service a debt (=pay the interest on a 
debt, but not pay it back) By then, she was borrowing more money just to service her 
debts.write off/cancel a debt (=say officially that it does not have to be paid) The 

bank finally agreed to write off the debt.be burdened with/saddled with 
debts (=have big debts) Many poor countries are saddled with huge debts.reduce a 
debt The programme aims to reduce the debt of the world’s poorest countries.debt + 

NOUNSdebt relief/forgiveness (=when a country or bank says that money paid to a 
poor country does not need to be paid back) We need a programme of debt relief for 
the world’s poorest countries.debt reduction The government has a target for debt 

reduction.a debt burden/load (=money that someone owes which must be paid 
back) The country’s debt burden became even heavier.a debt collector (=someone 
whose job is to get back money that people owe to a bank or company) They were 

chased by debt collectors after failing to pay their household bills.debt 
restructuring (=when an agreement is made to change payments of a debt) The 
country is seeking a debt restructuring plan.PREPOSITIONSa debt of £5,000/$700 

etc She had debts of over £100,000.2. a situation in which you owe moneyVERBSbe in 
debt He had lost his job and was already in debt.get/run/fall/go into 
debt Eva got deeper into debt through gambling.get out of debt Borrowing more 

money is not the way to get out of debt.PHRASESbe heavily/deeply in debt (=owe a 
lot of money) The country remains heavily in debt.be £2,000/$50,000 etc in 
debt (=owe £2,000 etc) By the time they leave university, many students are £30,000 

in debt.3. a feeling of being grateful because someone has helped you or influenced 
youADJECTIVESa huge/immense/great debt Betty later acknowledged her huge 
debt to her mother.VERBSowe a debt I owe an immense debt to my 

parents.acknowledge a debt He acknowledged a debt to previous researchers.repay 
a debt (=do something for someone who has helped you) Paul had helped me 
immensely and it was now time to repay the debt.PREPOSITIONSa debt to sb The 

singer acknowledged her debt to Marilyn Monroe.PHRASESbe in sb’s debt (=feel that 
someone has helped you and that you owe them something) He saved my life and 
I’ll be forever in his debt.a debt of gratitude/thanks I owe a debt of gratitude to my 

old teacher who encouraged me to go to university. 

decade AC /ˈdekeɪd, deˈkeɪd/ noun  a period of ten yearsADJECTIVESthe 

last/past decade (=the decade before this one) The number of Americans with the 

disease has doubled in the last decade.the previous decade Darwin had been working 
on his theory for much of the previous decade.preceding decades (=previous 
decades) The economy grew much more quickly than in the preceding decades.the 
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next/following decade China will become even more powerful in the next decade.the 

present/current decade By the beginning of the present decade, the city’s population 
had increased to over six million.recent decades Universities have changed a lot 

in recent decades.PREPOSITIONSduring/throughout a decade During the 
next decade, the world’s population will continue to grow.for decades This problem 
has been going on for decades.in a decade In a decade from now, scientists will have 

found a cure for the disease.PHRASESthe beginning/middle/end of the decade The 
city’s population will approach 12 million by the end of the decade.the first 
half/second half of the decade The number of violent crimes had dropped steadily 

during the second half of the decade 

decay1 /dɪˈkeɪ/ noun  changes that cause something to be slowly 

destroyedADJECTIVES/NOUNS + decaynatural decay The damage to the wood is 
caused by natural decay. | Because plastic bags are not subject to the process 

of natural decay, they damage the environment.slow/rapid decay The houses were 
all neglected and in a state of slow decay. | Excess mouth acid is one of the main 
causes of rapid tooth decay.tooth decay Eating too much sugar causes tooth 

decay.economic decay Many parts of the country are now suffering the signs 
of economic decay.urban decay (=the gradual destruction of city areas because of 

poverty and lack of care) The area was affected by mass unemployment and urban 
decay.VERBScause decay Bacteria in food will cause decay.prevent decay Using a 
preservative on the wood prevents decay.allow sth to decay Buildings are standing 

empty and being allowed to decay.PHRASESin a state of decay Most of the wooden 
floorboards were in an advanced state of decay.signs of decay The house is old and 
showing signs of decay.a stage of decay Apples lay on the ground in various stages of 

decay.the process of decay Fungi play an important part in the natural process of 
decay.the rate of decay (=the speed at which decay happens) A dentist cannot 
always predict the rate of decay of a tooth. 

decay2 /dɪˈkeɪ/ verb  to be slowly destroyed by a natural chemical process, or to 

make something do thisVERBSstart to decay The body was already starting to 
decay.DECAYING + NOUNSdecaying matter You can put decaying organic matter on 

the soil to improve it.THESAURUS: decayrotto decay. Rot is less formal  

than decay and is more common in everyday English:The fruit was left to rot on the 

ground. | He had rotting teeth. | Most of the wood under the paint had rotted. | There 

was the smell of rotting vegetation (=decaying leaves and plants).go off BrEif food 

goes off, it starts to smell bad and is no longer safe to eat:I think the milk’s gone 

off. | The meat smells as if it’s gone off.spoilif food spoils, it starts to decay, so that it  

is no longer safe to eat. Spoil is more formal and is less common in everyday British  

English than go off:Food left in the sun will quickly start to spoil.go mouldy BrE go 

moldy AmEto begin to have a soft green or black substance growing on the surface of  

the food, so that it is not good to eat any more:Ugh, the cheese has gone 

mouldy!decompose formalto decay – use this especially about dead plants or  

flesh:The leaves decompose on the forest floor.putrefy formalto decay and have a  

very bad smell – use this especially about flesh or plants:After two days, the body was  

already beginning to putrefy. | The air was full of the smell of putrefying  
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meat.biodegradeto decay naturally into substances that do not harm the environment  

– use this especially about man-made materials and chemicals:Unlike many other  

materials, plastic does not biodegrade.  

deceased /dɪˈsiːst/ adjective  THESAURUS > dead1 

deceitful adjective  THESAURUS > dishonest 

deceive /dɪˈsiːv/ verb [T]  to make someone believe something that is not 

true: He had been deceived by a young man claiming to be the son of a 
millionaire.PREPOSITIONSdeceive sb into believing/thinking (that)... He tried 
to deceive the public into thinking the war could still be won.deceive sb about sth I 

wouldn’t deceive you about anything as important as this.PHRASESdon't be deceived 

by sth Don’t be deceived by its appearance.THESAURUS: deceivetrickto make 

someone believe something that is not true, in order to get something from them or  

make them do something:A man posing as an insurance agent had tricked her out  

of thousands of dollars. | He tricked them into believing his story.foolto make 

someone believe something that is not true by using a clever but simple trick:The 

wig didn’t fool anyone. | Most people aren't that easily fooled.misleadto make people  

believe something that is not true, by deliberately not giving them all the facts, or by 

saying something that is only partly true:The company was accused 

of misleading customers about the nutritional value of the product.dupe informalto  

trick or deceive someone, especially so that they become involved in someone else’s  

dishonest activity without realizing it:The spies duped government and military officials  

alike.con informalto trick someone, especially by telling them something that is not  

true:I’m pretty good at judging people; I didn’t think he was trying to con me. | I was  

sure I had been conned. | He conned them into thinking that he was a real doctor.  

decent /ˈdiːsənt/ adjective  THESAURUS > good (3) 

decide /dɪˈsaɪd/ verb  to make a choice or judgment about something, especially 

after considering all the possibilities or argumentsADVERBSsuddenly decide Why did 

you suddenly decide to leave?wisely decide He was tempted to argue, but wisely 
decided to say nothing.eventually decide I thought long and hard, and eventually 
decided not to accept their offer.PREPOSITIONSdecide in favour of sb/sth (=choose 

a person, thing, action etc) After long discussions, they decided in favour of doing 
nothing at all.decide between (=choose one of two or more people or things) He was 
trying to decide between strawberry jam and honey.decide against sth (=choose not 

to do or have something) I had planned to walk, but decided against it because it was 
raining.PHRASESdecide for yourself (=without being influenced or controlled by 
others) I can’t tell you which career to take – you must decide for yourself.decide 

among/amongst yourselves (=used when a group of people decide something 
together) The team were left to decide among themselves who should take each 

role.THESAURUS: decidemake up your mindto decide something, especially  

after thinking about it for a long time. Make up your mind is less formal  

than decide and is mainly used in spoken English:Have you made up your mind about  
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where you’ll go on holiday?choose to do sthto decide to do something – especially  

when this is different from what people expect or tell you to do:She chose to ignore my 

advice. | More young couples are choosing not to marry.make a decisionto decide 

after thinking carefully about something, especially about something that is very  

important:They made a decision not to have children.resolve formalto decide that you 

will definitely do something, especially because you think it will be better for you, or  

because of your past experiences:She resolved to work hard at  

school.determine formalto officially decide what something shall be:Each hospital can 

determine its own pay rates.come down in favour of sth BrE come down in favor  

of sth AmEto decide to support a particular plan, argument etc – used especially about  

groups of people:Eight of the ten committee members came down in favour of the 

changes.come to/reach a decisionto officially decide about something important  

after discussing and carefully considering it – used especially about groups of  

people:After two hours of discussion, the committee had still not come to a decision on 

any of the proposals.  

decision /dɪˈsɪʒən/ noun  a choice or judgment that you make after a period of 

discussion or thoughtADJECTIVESan important/big/major decision My father made 
all the important decisions. | Marriage is a big decision. | The government now has 

some major decisions to make.a difficult/hard/tough decision In the end, I took the 
difficult decision to retire early.an easy decision It was an easy decision to leave 
because I hated my job.a good/wise decision It was a good decision to change the 

name of the product.a bad/poor decision I think he made a bad decision.the right 
decision She chose to study Engineering and it was definitely the right decision.the 
wrong decision I thought she’d made the wrong decision marrying Jeff.a 

conscious/deliberate decision (=one that you have thought about clearly) Belinda 
had made a conscious decision not to have children.a clear/firm decision (=a definite 
one) It’s now time to come to a clear decision on this.a final decision (=one that will 

not be changed) The council will make a final decision in four months.an informed 
decision (=one based on knowledge and correct information) The information in this 
leaflet is intended to help you make an informed decision about which treatment to 

choose.a snap decision (=one that you make extremely quickly) Police officers often 
have to make snap decisions on how to act.a hasty decision (=one that you make 
without enough thought) Don’t let yourself be forced into making hasty decisions.a 

controversial decision (=that people disagree about) A controversial decision was 
taken to close the school.a joint decision (=one that two people make together) Jo 
and I made a joint decision that we should separate.a collective decision (=one that 

a group of people make together) Society should take collective decisions about 
individual rights and responsibilities.a unanimous decision (=one that everyone 
agrees about) The unanimous decision to remove the ban was greeted with 

applause.VERBSmake a decision I want to think about it a bit longer before I make a 
decision.take a decision BrE (=make an important or formal decision) I fully accept 
the decision taken by the committee.reach/come to/arrive at a decision (=make a 

decision after a lot of thought) We hope they will reach their decision as soon as 
possible.announce a decision The minister announced his decision to resign.face a 
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decision (=have to make one) Tom is facing a difficult decision about whether to have 

the operation.regret a decision (=wish you had not made a particular decision) I was 
already regretting my decision to go on holiday with him.reconsider a 

decision (=think about changing a decision you have made) She said she wasn’t 
prepared to reconsider her decision.reverse a decision (=change a decision) They 
want him to reverse his decision to quit.overrule/overturn a decision (=officially 

change a decision made by another person or group) A director of the company 
had overruled that decision.postpone/delay a decision (=not make a decision until 
later) The government has postponed its decision about when to hold the 

election.welcome a decision (=be pleased about it) Environmental 
campaigners welcomed the decision to cancel the road building project.defend a 
decision (=argue to try to show that a decision is right when people are criticizing 

it) The airline defended its decision to charge passengers for carrying 
wheelchairs.PREPOSITIONSa decision on/about/over sth A decision on whether to 
accept the proposal will be made next week.a decision by sb The decision by the 

committee to reject the application was welcomed. 

declaration /ˌdekləˈreɪʃən/ noun  an important or official statement about a 

plan, intention, or beliefADJECTIVES/NOUNS + declarationa formal declaration The 

king responded with a formal declaration of war.a joint declaration (=by two or more 
people, groups, countries etc) The leaders of North and South Korea signed a joint 
declaration calling for a permanent peace deal.a unilateral declaration (=by one side 

only) The country became an independent state by unilateral declaration in 1975.a 
final declaration At the end of the meeting, the heads of government issued a final 
declaration.a ceasefire declaration (=an agreement to stop fighting) A ceasefire 

declaration by the rebels was rejected by the government.VERBSmake a 
declaration The president made a declaration to the nation.issue a declaration Two 
hundred scientists issued a declaration urging politicians to agree on targets for dealing 

with climate change.sign a declaration On December 10th, 1948, 48 
countries signed the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.PHRASESa declaration of 
independence The United States Declaration of Independence was signed in 1776.a 

declaration of war Britain issued a declaration of war against Germany.a declaration 
of intent (=which explains your plans) The two countries signed a declaration of 
intent to increase trade with each other. 

decline AC /dɪˈklaɪn/ noun  a decrease in the quality, quantity, or importance of 

somethingADJECTIVESa rapid decline We noticed a rapid decline in his energy level.a 
sharp/steep decline also a precipitous decline formal (=by a large amount) The 

higher prices caused a sharp decline in sales.a dramatic decline (=extremely fast, 
and by a large amount) There has been a dramatic decline in the number of tigers in 
the area.a marked decline (=very noticeable) Hunting led to a marked decline in bird 

numbers.a gradual/slow decline After 1870, there was a gradual decline of the 
disease.a steady/progressive decline (=gradual but continuous) There has been 
a steady decline in club membership.a long-term decline The long-term decline of 

manufacturing industry is still continuing.an inexorable/irreversible 
decline (=which cannot be stopped) Unless training improves, we will see 
an inexorable decline in standards.a terminal decline (=which continues until 

something stops existing) After this, his health went into a terminal 
decline.economic/industrial decline This area has been severely affected by long-
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term industrial decline.a moral decline (=in which people’s behaviour becomes less 

honest or reasonable) Some people regard the 1960s as the beginning of a moral 
decline in Western society.VERBScause a decline also lead to a decline The use of 

agricultural chemicals has led to a decline in water quality.go/fall into 
decline (=become less important, successful etc) At the beginning of the century the 
cloth trade was going into decline.suffer/experience a decline The firm suffered a 

sharp decline in its profits.stop/halt a decline (=stop it from continuing) These 
measures are intended to halt the decline in fish populations.reverse a 
decline (=make something start to improve again) The main aim is to reverse the 

economic decline.see a decline (=used to say that a decline happens at a particular 
time or in a particular place) The 20th century saw a steady decline in the rural 
population.accelerate a decline (=make it happen faster) Supermarkets are being 

blamed for accelerating the decline of local shopping.PREPOSITIONSa decline in 
sth Has there really been a decline in the standard of education?the decline of 
sth The decline of shipbuilding led to the closure of steel factories.be in 

decline also be on the decline We do not accept the view that the car industry is in 

decline.THESAURUS: decline→ decrease1 

decoration /ˌdekəˈreɪʃən/ noun  1. something pretty that you use to make 

something look more attractive, or to celebrate somethingVERBSuse sth as a 
decoration You can use the ribbon as a decoration.put up decorations We used 
to put up the Halloween decorations at the beginning of October.take down a 

decoration In France they traditionally take down the Christmas decorations on 
January 6th.NOUNS + decorationChristmas/birthday etc decorations The children 
helped to put up the Christmas decorations.a cake decoration The bakery specializes 

in wedding cake decorations.a table decoration They decided to use candles as table 

decorations.THESAURUS: decorationornamenta small pretty object that is  

used in a room or house to make it look more attractive:There were a number of  

small glass ornaments on the shelf. | He bought an unusual china ornament at an  

antiques market.accessorysomething that matches your clothes and makes your  

appearance more attractive, for example a handbag, a belt, or a piece of jewellery:She 

works in a shop that sells women’s fashion accessories. | You can wear the belt as an  

accessory.frillsa decoration on the edge of a piece of cloth that is made of many small  

folds in the cloth:She was wearing a white blouse with frills on the sleeves. Frills are  

also extra things that are added to a product or service, especially things that seem  

unnecessary: The restaurant serves good food without any  

frills. embellishment formalsomething that is added in order to make another thing  

seem more attractive:The letters in old manuscripts often have elaborate  

embellishments. | He paints simply and without any embellishment.garnisha small  

amount of food that is used to make a dish look nice:Parsley can be used as a  

garnish with fish. | Serve the pie with a garnish of tomato and lettuce.2. the way in 

which a house is decoratedADJECTIVESinterior decoration (=of the inside of a 
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house) The interior decoration of the house is magnificent and it is surrounded by 

Italian-style gardens. 

decrease1 /ˈdiːkriːs/ noun  the process of becoming less, or the amount by 

which something becomes lessADJECTIVESa significant/substantial/considerable 

decrease There has been a significant decrease in the number of road accidents.a 
dramatic/sharp decrease (=a very big and surprising decrease) The figures show 
a dramatic decrease in violent crime.a marked decrease (=a very noticeable 

decrease) The new treatment has resulted in a marked decrease in the number of 
deaths from the disease.a slight/small decrease The company reported a slight 
decrease in profits.a steady/gradual decrease There has been a steady decrease in 

the number of visitors to the island.a general/overall decrease The graph shows 
a general decrease in fuel prices. | The firm has experienced an overall decrease in 
production.a large decrease There has been a large decrease in the amount of water 

resources available.PREPOSITIONSa decrease in sth There was a decrease in the 

number of people who were unemployed.THESAURUS: decreasefall/dropa 

decrease, especially by a large amount. Fall and drop are less formal  

than decrease:There has been a sharp fall in sales of CDs. | The US auto maker  

reported a huge drop in profits. | There was a dramatic fall in share prices on the New 

York Stock Exchange. | There was a fall in demand for beef because of concerns about  

food safety. | Last night there was a big drop in temperature.declinea decrease in the 

number, amount, level, or standard of something, especially one that happens  

gradually:There has been a decline in the number of young workers. | Farmers have 

seen a decline in their incomes. | The country has experienced a gradual decline in  

population. | There was a decline in the price of corn from $5 to $4.reductiona 

decrease in the price, amount, or level of something:The company announced 

significant price reductions. | Stores are offering big reductions on electronic goods. | A 

small reduction in costs can mean a large increase in profits. | Have you noticed  

any reduction in your earnings? | There has been a significant reduction in the 

volume of traffic. | The firm saw a dramatic reduction in the number of  

complaints.cuta decrease in the price, amount, or level of something, because a  

company or government has reduced it. Cut is more informal than reduction, and is  

often used in news reports and on advertisements:The bank announced a 1% cut  

in interest rates. | He called for drastic cuts in government spending. | The website is  

offering big price cuts on a range of goods. | The government has promised tax  

cuts for families with children. | The company has already made significant job  

cuts. Collocations with words meaning decreaseYou can  

use significant and dramatic with all these words: a significant fall in  

sales a significant decline in the number of applicants a dramatic reduction in  
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costs dramatic price cuts.You often use big with fall/drop, reduction and cut: a big  

fall in profits a big reduction in costs big tax cuts  

decrease2 /dɪˈkriːs/ verb  to become less in number, amount, or levelNOUNSthe 

number/rate/level/amount of sth decreases The number of farmers 
is decreasing year by year.the price/value/cost of sth decreases The price of 
gold decreased to 618.50 dollars per ounce.crime/violence/unemployment 

decreases Crime has decreased by 70% since the cameras were 
installed.ADVERBSdecrease significantly/considerably/substantially (=a 
lot) Violent crime has significantly decreased over the last ten years. | During this 

period unemployment decreased considerably.decrease rapidly (=very quickly) Since 
then, elephant numbers have been decreasing rapidly.decrease 
dramatically (=suddenly by a large amount) The survival rate decreases 

dramatically as the disease progresses.decrease markedly (=very noticeably) The 
number of accidents decreased markedly during the 1990s.decrease 
slightly Population levels have slightly decreased.decrease steadily (=gradually and 

continuously) The number of cigarette smokers has been steadily 
decreasing.PREPOSITIONSdecrease from... to... The amount of debt decreased 
from £63 million to £58 million.decrease by sth The population decreased by almost 

50%. In more formal English, people often use decline instead of decrease: Living  

standards declined. Agricultural exports have declined, and food imports are  

increasing at 7% a year.In more informal English, people often use go down: The  

price of computers has gone down. THESAURUS: decreasego downto  

decrease. Go down is more informal than decrease:Unemployment has gone down in  

the past few months. | The value of the shares went down by over  

30%.decline formalto decrease – used with numbers or amounts, or about the level or  

standard of something:The standard of living has declined. | Support for the 

government is steadily declining. | Salaries have declined by around 

4.5%.plunge/plummetto suddenly decrease very quickly and by a very large 

amount:Share prices have plummeted 29% in the last four months. | Climate change 

could cause global temperatures to plummet.fall/dropto decrease, especially by a  

large amount. Fall and drop are less formal than decrease:The number of tigers in  

the wild has fallen to just over 10,000. | At night, the temperature drops to minus 20 

degrees.diminishto become smaller or less important:Union membership diminished 

from 30,000 at its height to just 2,000 today.slideif a price or value slides, it gradually  

decreases in a way that causes problems – used especially in news reports:The dollar  

fell in late trading in New York yesterday and slid further this morning.dwindleto  

gradually decrease until there is very little left of something, especially numbers or  

amounts, popularity, or importance:Support for the theory is dwindling.taper offif a  

number or the amount of an activity that is happening tapers off, it gradually  
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decreases, especially so that it stops completely:Political violence tapered off after the 

elections.ANTONYMS → increase1 (1) 

dedicated /ˈdedɪkeɪtɪd/ adjective  someone who is dedicated works hard, tries 

hard, or is very interested in something, and cares about it a lotADVERBShighly 

dedicated He is a highly dedicated member of staff.absolutely/totally 
dedicated She was totally dedicated to her children.NOUNSdedicated staff We have 
friendly dedicated staff who are happy to help in any way they can.a dedicated 

team Our dedicated team provides excellent customer service.a dedicated 
fan/follower The most dedicated football fans spend an average of £97,500 following 
their team during a lifetime.a dedicated teacher/doctor She is a dedicated and hard-

working doctor.a dedicated professional He is a dedicated professional with a huge 
passion for his sport.PREPOSITIONSdedicated to sth She was a very good teacher who 
was dedicated to helping students 

deed /diːd/ noun  something someone does, especially something that is very 

good or very badADJECTIVESa good deed He did many good deeds without expecting 
any kind of reward.a heroic/brave/noble deed Hercules was a strong courageous 

hero who was known for his strength and his heroic deeds.a great deed She has 
ambitions to do great deeds in her life.an evil/wicked deed The man will be punished 
for his evil deeds.a dastardly deed (=a wicked deed – often used humorously) The 

book is full of tales of pirates and their dastardly deeds.a dirty deed (=a bad thing 
that is done secretly) The management get him to do their dirty deeds, such as firing 
people.VERBSdo a deed Some people choose to do a good deed because it makes them 

feel better.perform a deed formal (=do a deed) The award is given to people 

who perform heroic deeds, such as saving someone’s life. Deed is a rather old-

fashioned sounding word, used especially about brave things that people did in the  

past. Nowadays it is mostly used in the phrase your good deed for the day, which  

is a rather humorous expression, used when someone has done something kind and  

helpful: I’ve made the dinner and washed the dishes – I’ve done my good deed for  

the day.  

deep /diːp/ adjective  1. measuring a long distance to the bottomNOUNSdeep 

water The submarine was found by scuba divers in deep waters off the coast of 

Australia.deep ocean/sea These creatures live in deep oceans.a deep river/lake For 
most of the year the river is deep, wide and impossible to cross.a deep 
valley/gorge/canyon There are snow-capped mountains and deep valleys.a deep 

hole/cave/well/mine The explosion blew a deep hole in the road.deep snow The 
north of the country was covered with deep snow.a deep cut/gash He had a deep 
cut in his arm.the deep end (=of a swimming pool) She dived in at the deep 

end.ADVERBSdeep enough also sufficiently deep formal The canal is not deep 
enough or wide enough for larger boats.PHRASESwaist-deep/knee-deep The water 
was only waist-deep and I walked ashore.six inches/three metres etc deep In 
places, the lake is more than twenty metres deep.ANTONYMS → shallow2. used about 

strong feelingsNOUNSa deep feeling/emotion A deep feeling of sadness washed over 
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her.a deep sense of sth They felt a deep sense of shock when they heard the 

news.deep love/admiration He has a deep love for classical music.deep 
desire/yearning There was a deep desire for political change.deep 

concern/anxiety They expressed deep concern about the economic situation.deep 
shock Everyone is in deep shock and we can’t believe such a thing could 
happen.deepest sympathy/apologies You have my deepest sympathy.deep 

hatred/distrust These young people have a deep distrust of the police.deep 
despair/frustration/disappointment The failure to end the violence is causing deep 
frustration.deep gratitude I want to express my deep gratitude for what you’ve 

done.PHRASESrun deep (=be felt very strongly) When it comes to religion, feelings run 

deep in this area.THESAURUS: 

deepprofoundadmiration | respect | concern | shock | hatred | distrust | apol

ogies | sympathy | disappointment | gratitude | belief | sense of  

sthprofound means the same as deep but is more formal:Atkinson 

expressed profound admiration for her work. | Leaders declared their profound 

concern over the issue. | The terrorists have a profound hatred of the West. | There is  

an atmosphere of profound distrust between the two countries. | My profound 

apologies for the delay. | There was profound disappointment at the news. | The 

soldiers have the profound gratitude of all Americans. | There is a profound belief that  

gambling is wrong. | She felt a profound sense of shame.3. thinking a lot about 

something or understanding it very wellNOUNSdeep thought/contemplation Holmes 
looked at him in deep thought.deep understanding You need to develop a deep 

understanding of local culture.deep interest She had a deep interest in 
psychology.deep insight His work provided some deep insights into the human 

mind.THESAURUS: deepprofoundunderstanding | insightprofound means the  

same as deep but is more formal:Shakespeare’s greatness lies in his profound 

understanding of the human heart. | He offers some profound insights into our current  

economic problems (=new and original ideas which help you understand something  

better).4. used when a situation is very bad, or something has a very big 

effectNOUNSdeep trouble These animals are in deep trouble because of climate 
change.deep crisis The farming industry is in deep crisis.deep recession (=when 

there is very little money in an economy) The economy is in deep recession.a deep 
effect/impact/influence His friend’s death had a deep effect on 

him.ADVERBSunusually deep Experts are saying that the current economic crisis 

is unusually deep.THESAURUS: 

deepprofoundeffect | impact | influence | consequences | implicationsused 

when something has a very big effect. Profound is more formal than deep:Parents  

have a profound effect on children’s early development. | The war had a profound 

impact upon public opinion. | Japanese prints had a profound influence on Western  

art. | The change in the law could have profound consequences for business. | The 

case has profound implications for freedom of expression on the 

internet.THESAURUS: deep→ strong (3)5. used about someone’s 
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voiceTHESAURUS: deep→ low (3)6. used about coloursTHESAURUS: 

deep→ dark (2)  

deeply /ˈdiːpli/ adverb  very, or very much – used especially about feelings that 

affect you strongly, about strongly held beliefs, or about things that have an important 
effectADJECTIVES AND PAST PARTICIPLESdeeply concerned/troubled/worried Local 

people are deeply concerned about the rise in violent crime.deeply 
ashamed/embarrassed She was deeply ashamed of the way she had 
behaved.deeply shocked/distressed/disturbed We were all deeply shocked by the 

terrible news.deeply affected/touched/moved I was deeply affected by the 
film.deeply hurt/upset I was deeply hurt by her remarks.deeply saddened We 
are deeply saddened by the news of his death.deeply unhappy She was deeply 

unhappy at school.deeply afraid They are deeply afraid of losing the election.deeply 
suspicious/sceptical The villagers are deeply suspicious of outsiders.deeply 
grateful/indebted We were deeply grateful for their help.deeply impressed I 

was deeply impressed by his knowledge of the subject.deeply interested She 
is deeply interested in Italian art.deeply offended Listeners were deeply offended by 
the language used on the show.deeply offensive Some of his comments were deeply 

offensive to women.deeply religious Her family are all deeply religious.deeply 
committed He is a deeply committed supporter of human rights.deeply 
conservative They live in a deeply conservative society whose attitudes towards 

women are very old-fashioned.deeply involved She became deeply involved in 
politics.deeply influenced Her work was deeply influenced by the ideas of Basil 
Bernstein.deeply divided At that time, Spain was deeply divided by the war.deeply 

rooted/embedded/ingrained Thai culture is deeply rooted in Buddhism.deeply 
unpopular The new tax was deeply unpopular among most of the population.deeply 
flawed (=there is something seriously wrong with it) The report is deeply 

flawed because a lot of important information is missing.VERBSlove sb deeply His 
family loved him deeply.deeply regret sth She deeply regretted being so rude to 
him.deeply resent sth She deeply resented being made to wait for such a long 

time.THESAURUS: deeply→ very1 

defeat1 /dɪˈfiːt/ verb  to win a victory over someone in a war, competition, 

game, or electionNOUNSdefeat an enemy The king was able 
to defeat his enemies.defeat an army Napoleon’s army was defeated at the battle of 
Waterloo.defeat an 

opponent/rival Williams defeated her opponent easily. | Obama defeated his rival Joh
n McCain.defeat a team The team was defeated in the finals of the competition.defeat 
a government The government could be defeated in tomorrow’s election.defeat a 

party The Socialists have defeated the ruling Nationalist Party.ADVERBSnarrowly 
defeat sb (=only just defeat someone) Kennedy narrowly defeated Nixon for the 
presidency in 1960.easily defeat sb The Yankees easily defeated the Boston Red Sox 

12–3.decisively/comprehensively defeat sb (=in a clear and definite way that 
leaves no doubt) The Arab armies decisively defeated the Persians in the battle.be 
soundly defeated (=in a clear and definite way that leaves no doubt) The English 

army were soundly defeated by the Scots.be heavily defeated (=be defeated easily or 
by a large number of votes, points etc) The party was heavily defeated in the 
election.be completely/totally defeated Austria was totally defeated by Prussia at 
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the battle of Sadowa. Defeat or beat?Defeat is more formal and is the usual word to  

use in writing. Beat is more informal and is the usual word to use in everyday spoken  

English: Manchester City beat Liverpool. The Democrats beat the Republicans at the  

last election.When talking about wars and fighting, you usually use defeat: The  

Greeks defeated the Persians in a famous battle. THESAURUS: defeatbeatto  

defeat someone in a game or election. Beat is more informal than defeat:Chelsea  

beat Arsenal 2–0. | My brother always beats me at chess. | The Liberal party  

were badly beaten and only won 19 seats. | He beat his opponent by 2 sets to  

1.conquerto take control of a country or people using soldiers:The Romans conquered  

much of Europe. | The Spanish conquered the Incas in South America. | He believed he 

could conquer the world.overcometo succeed in defeating someone or something,  

especially after using a lot of effort:They finally overcame their opponents after a  

thrilling game. | The champion overcame Sharapova 6–2, 3–6, 6–3. Overcome is  

most commonly used when talking about dealing with problems or feelings that stop  

you from doing something: Engineers are trying to overcome a  

mechanical problem. First, he had to overcome his fear of going on  

stage. overwhelmto defeat someone in a game or in a battle, especially because you 

are much stronger, more skilful, or have a much bigger army:Becker overwhelmed his  

opponent 6–2, 6–0, 6–0. | The troops were overwhelmed by a superior German 

force.annihilateto completely defeat an enemy’s army and destroy them. In informal  

English, annihilate is also used about defeating a team or player completely:The 

English army was annihilated at the battle of Bannockburn. | The team annihilated FC 

Cologne by eight goals to one.routto defeat someone completely in a battle or  

game:Cincinnati routed Cleveland 30–0. | The German forces were routed by the 

Russians.trounceto defeat someone easily and completely, especially in a game or  

election:The United States trounced the Netherlands 2–0 in the women’s soccer  

championship. | Haider was trounced in elections for Vienna’s city  

hall. Rout or trounce?Rout is used about armies and sports teams. If an army  

is routed by another army, they are completely defeated and run away.If  

you trounce someone in a game or election, you defeat them very easily because  

you are much better or more skilful. thrash BrE informalto defeat someone 

completely, especially in a game:Liverpool thrashed Luton 4–0.vanquish literaryto  

defeat someone or something completely, especially in a battle – used in historical  
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descriptions:The Vietnamese army vanquished the Chinese in AD 40 and set up their  

own independent state.  

defeat2 /dɪˈfiːt/ noun  a failure to win or succeedADJECTIVES/NOUNS + defeata 

serious/heavy/bad/big defeat This was a serious defeat for the government.a 

humiliating defeat (=very embarrassing) They are still bitter about their humiliating 
defeat.a crushing/resounding defeat (=by a very large amount) He quit as prime 
minister following a crushing defeat in regional elections.a disastrous defeat (=very 

big, and with a very bad result) The party suffered a disastrous defeat in the 2006 
election.a narrow defeat (=by a small amount) Following their narrow 17–
15 defeat by Wales last year, England are hoping to do better this time.an 

election/electoral defeat It was their worst general election defeat since 1982.a 
military defeat The president resigned following a series of military defeats.a shock 
defeat BrE (=very unexpected) Arsenal are now out of the competition, following their 

shock defeat by Torquay Town.VERBSsuffer a defeat (=be defeated) The 
party suffered a defeat in the state elections.inflict a defeat on sb (=defeat someone, 
especially easily) The army inflicted a heavy defeat on the English.admit defeat If I 

left my job, I would be admitting defeat.accept defeat It can be very hard to accept 
defeat.concede defeat (=formally accept that you have lost in a game, election 

etc) His opponent conceded defeat.face defeat (=be likely to be defeated) In May 
1945 Germany faced defeat at the hands of the Allies.PREPOSITIONSa defeat in 
sth The party suffered its worst defeat in a general election since 1912.a defeat 

against sb Pakistan had suffered a shock defeat against Ireland in last Saturday’s 
game. 

defect /dɪˈfekt, ˈdiːfekt/ noun [C]  a fault or a lack of something that means that 

something or someone is not perfectADJECTIVES/NOUNS + defecta serious defect The 

movie has a few serious defects.a major defect (=very serious) They have found a 
major defect in the program.a slight/minor defect There are one or two minor 
defects on the car’s paintwork.a physical defect Doctors examined the baby and could 

find no physical defects.a structural defect Older buildings are bound to have 
some structural defects.a genetic/inherited defect (=one that is passed to you in 
your genes) The condition is caused by a genetic defect.a birth defect (=one that you 

are born with) About 11% of children have birth defects.a heart defect Laura was born 
with a rare heart defect.a speech defect (=an incorrect way of saying certain 

sounds) He had a speech defect which made it quite difficult to understand him.a 
character defect (=a fault in your character) Laziness was just one of his character 
defects.VERBShave a defect The old system had some serious defects.correct a 

defect She had surgery to correct a defect in her right eye.test sth for defects All the 
cars are tested for defects before they leave the factory. 

defence BrE defense AmE /dɪˈfens/ noun  1. things that are done to protect 

someone or something from attackPHRASEScome to sb’s defence Luckily a passing 

driver came to his defence and chased the gang away.leap/spring/rush to sb’s 
defence His wife rushed to his defense and hit his attacker in the face.put 
up/mount/offer a defence The old man was too weak to put up much of a 

defence.act as a defence (=be used as a defence) The huge wall acted as a defense 
against the sea.sb’s defences are vulnerable to attack (=they are easily 
attacked) The city’s defences are vulnerable to attack.VERBSbuild/put up a 

defence also construct/erect a defence formal They erected defences against the 
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foreign invaders.break through a defence also penetrate a defence formal The 

Russian tanks easily broke through the German defenses.strengthen/weaken sb’s 
defences The attack had weakened the city’s defences.2. something you say to 

support someone or something that is being criticizedPHRASEScome to sb’s 
defence None of his friends came to his defence.leap/spring/rush to sb’s 
defence She immediately leaped to her colleague’s defense.speak in defence of 

sb/sth The minister spoke in defence of the government’s plans to cut the education 
budget.put up/mount/offer a defence They are sure to put up a strong defence of 
their policies.speak in sb’s defence His lawyer spoke in his defense.ADJECTIVESa 

strong/powerful/effective/good defence He put up a strong defence of his 
arguments.a spirited/robust defence (=strong and impressive) Thatcher made a 
spirited defence of her own record and expressed her determination to defeat any 

opponents.3. relating to a country’s armies and weapons that it uses to protect itself 
from attack by other countriesdefence + NOUNSthe defence budget (=amount of 
money a government makes available for defence) They have called for the defence 

budget to be increased.defence spending/expenditure There are plans to 
cut defense spending.the defence force(s) (=group of soldiers, pilots etc trained to 
defend a country) The country’s defence forces are on standby in case of an attack.a 

defence policy Ministers in Brussels have been discussing a possible European defence 
policy.the Defense Department (=part of the government dealing with defence – 
used especially about the US) This is secret information, known only to the Defense 

Department.the Defence Secretary (=the person in a government in charge of 
defence – used especially about the UK) The Defence Secretary is under pressure to 
resign. 

defend /dɪˈfend/ verb  to try to protect someone or something from being 

attacked or criticizedADVERBSbravely/valiantly defend These men died bravely 
defending their country.fiercely/vigorously defend (=with a lot of energy and 

determination) She gave a lecture in which she vigorously defended her 
theory.resolutely defend (=in a very determined way) Our party has always 
resolutely defended the freedom of the press.strenuously defend (=very strongly) His 

lawyer said that his client intended to strenuously defend himself against the 
charges.successfully defend They successfully defended the city against the 
attack.publicly defend Few people would be willing to publicly defend his 

comments.be heavily defended (=be protected by a lot of soldiers, weapons etc) The 
port is heavily defended by anti-aircraft guns and tanks.PREPOSITIONSdefend 
sth/sb/yourself from attack/criticism I was constantly having to defend myself 

from criticism.defend sth/sb/yourself against sb/sth They were trying to defend 
their territory against the Romans.PHRASESbe determined to defend sb/sth We are 

determined to defend our hard-won rights and freedoms.THESAURUS: 

defendstand up for sb/sthto strongly defend someone who is being criticized, or  

strongly defend your ideas or your rights:My grandfather would always stand up for  

what was right. | I don’t want him fighting, but I do want him to stand up for  

himself.stick up for sb informalto strongly defend someone who is being criticized,  

especially when no one else will defend them:Thanks for sticking up for me in the 

meeting. | Iˈm sure heˈs perfectly able to stick up for himself.come to sb’s  
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defence BrE also come to sb’s defense AmEto say something to defend someone 

who is being criticized:Aitken’s colleagues quickly came to his defence.  

deficit /ˈdefəsət, ˈdefɪsət/ noun  the difference between the amount of money 

that a country, organization etc spends and the amount that it 

earnsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + deficita huge/massive deficit (=very big) These 
economic problems left the government with a massive deficit.a growing 
deficit (=becoming bigger) Congress must make big cuts in government spending to 

reduce this growing deficit.a trade deficit (=the difference between the amount of 
goods a country imports and the amount it exports) Last year the country had its 
largest trade deficit in recent history.a budget deficit Last year there was a budget 

deficit of $700 billion.a projected deficit (=which people expect in the future) The UK 
is facing a projected deficit of several billion pounds.a federal deficit AmE (=of the US 
government) The president should do more to tackle the federal deficit.a public-sector 

deficit (=relating to government departments and government-owned 
industries) There is concern about Germany’s growing public-sector deficit.VERBShave 
a deficit The UK had a trade deficit of more than £4 billion.show a deficit Friday’s 

trade figures showed a €10 billion deficit.face a deficit The company 
is facing a deficit of £1.3 million for this year.reduce/cut a deficit We must 

drastically cut our budget deficit to help economic growth.deal with/tackle a 
deficit Conditions will not improve unless the government tackles the 
huge deficit.finance/fund a deficit (=use money to prevent it from getting 

bigger) This money is no longer available to fund the deficit.eliminate/correct a 
deficit also wipe out a deficit informal It will take years to wipe 
out the deficit.reverse a deficit (=change a situation so that you earn more money 

than you spend) Our main aim is to reverse the trade deficit.deficit + NOUNSdeficit 
reduction There needs to be a greater emphasis on deficit reduction.PREPOSITIONSa 
deficit of €1 million/$1 billion etc How will the government deal with a deficit 

of over a billion dollars?a deficit in sth The nation faces a growing deficit in foreign 
trade.in deficit If a country finds itself in deficit, action should be taken early. 

definition AC /ˌdefəˈnɪʃən, ˌdefɪˈnɪʃən/ noun  a phrase explaining what a word 

means or what something isADJECTIVES/NOUNS + definitiona good/satisfactory 

definition Can we come up with a good definition of intelligence?a clear/precise 
definition There is no precise definition of a storm.the dictionary 

definition The dictionary definition of a phobia is ‘an irrational fear of something’.the 
legal definition What is the legal definition of murder?the 
usual/traditional/accepted definition People who do not fit the traditional 

definition of a refugee may not be allowed to stay in a country.a broad/general 
definition (=including a lot of things) This is a very broad definition of what poetry is.a 
narrow/strict definition (=including only a few things) Some psychiatrists still use a 

very narrow definition of mental illness.a working definition (=one that is good 
enough, although it may not be exactly right) For this report we have agreed a working 
definition of poverty.a simple definition There is no simple definition of 

‘culture’.VERBSgive/offer a definition Can you give me a definition of 
‘psychology’?come up with a definition (=think of a definition) The committee tried 
to come up with a definition of mental illness.fit a definition These objects did 

not fit the traditional definition of art.use/adopt a definition The courts now use a 
different definition of ‘reasonable force’.establish a definition This 
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judgment establishes a new definition of what constitutes a threat to national 

security.extend/broaden/widen a definition (=make it include more) The new 
law broadened the definition of terrorism.narrow a definition (=make it include 

less) The government is narrowing the definition of ‘disabled’ so they can save money 
on benefits.PREPOSITIONSa definition of sth There are many definitions of ‘risk’.the 
definition of sth as sth Do you agree with his definition of leadership as ‘the ability to 

influence others’?by/according to a definition By this definition, the country is not a 
democracy. 

defy /dɪˈfaɪ/ verb  THESAURUS > disobey 

degree /dɪˈɡriː/ noun  1. a course of study at a university or college, or the 

qualification that you getADJECTIVES/NOUNS + degreea university/college 
degree For many jobs you need to have a university degree.a science/history/law 
etc degree I decided to do a maths degree.an arts degree (=in a subject that is not 

science) What kind of jobs are open to people with arts degrees?a good 
degree Mature students are more likely to get a good degree.an honours degree (=a 
British university degree that is above pass level) The ideal candidate will have 

an honours degree.a bachelor’s/undergraduate degree (=a first university degree, 
which usually takes three or four years study) He has a bachelor’s degree in French.a 
higher/postgraduate/graduate degree (=one that you take after a first degree) He 

was offered a grant for a postgraduate degree.a master’s degree (=a higher degree 
for which you study for one or two years) She decided to stay on and do a master’s 
degree.a first-class/second-class/third-class degree She was very bright and was 

expected to get a first-class degree.a joint degree BrE (=in which you study two 
subjects) a joint degree in economics and politicsan honorary degree (=given as an 
honour to an important person, not to a student) Last year, the actress received an 

honorary degree from Queen’s University.a research degree (=a higher degree for 
which you do your own research)VERBShave a degree also hold a degree formal You 
will earn more if you have a college degree. | The ideal candidate will hold a degree in 

physical chemistry.do/take a degree Not enough students are taking degrees in 
physics.study/work/read for a degree He is studying for a degree in 
law.get/obtain a degree She worked hard and got a good degree.be 

awarded/receive a degree At the end of the three years, he was awarded a first-
class honours degree.degree + NOUNSa degree course I didn’t enjoy the first year of 

my degree course.degree level Candidates should be educated to degree 
level.PREPOSITIONSa degree in history/economics/chemistry etc Applicants 
should have a degree in biochemistry.a degree from a university/college He holds 

an engineering degree from the University of Nebraska.2. a level or amount of a 
qualityADJECTIVESa high/large/great degree These investments involve a high 
degree of risk.a considerable/significant/substantial degree The king depended to 

a considerable degree on his advisers.a remarkable/extraordinary degree When we 
were children, we were allowed a remarkable degree of freedom.a fair/reasonable 
degree (=quite a lot) We can predict the result of the election with a fair degree of 

confidence.a certain degree/some degree There is a certain degree of truth in what 
he says.an unusual degree He enjoyed an unusual degree of financial success for a 
painter.a marked degree (=a noticeable level or amount) The dog showed a marked 

degree of aggression.a small/limited/low degree You need only a limited degree of 
fitness to do this job.a sufficient degree formal (=enough) Does the child have 
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a sufficient degree of understanding to make that decision?a moderate degree The 

curtains between the beds give patients a moderate degree of privacy.an 
unprecedented degree (=more than ever before) With this new system we get 

an unprecedented degree of flexibility.PHRASESto a degree/to a certain 
degree (=partly but not completely) To a degree, he succeeded.to a lesser 
degree His illness affected his wife badly, and, to a lesser degree, his children.to a 

greater degree They were concerned to a greater degree about the effect on the 
business.to a greater or lesser degree (=sometimes more, sometimes less) We all 
depend on other people to a greater or lesser degree. 

delay1 /dɪˈleɪ/ noun  a situation in which something happens later than it could 

have or should haveADJECTIVESa long/lengthy delay Patients often face long 
delays in getting the treatment they need.a considerable/serious delay (=very 
long) After a considerable delay, the report was finally published.a slight/short 

delay He rang the bell and there was only a short delay before a woman opened the 
door.a 20-minute/6-month etc delay A train had broken down, causing a two-hour 
delay.an unavoidable delay He announced that there would be a slight 

but unavoidable delay due to engine difficulties.unnecessary delays They want to 
avoid unnecessary delays.NOUNS + delaytraffic delays The roadworks are likely to 

cause serious traffic delays.flight delay(s) Unfortunately, flight delays do sometimes 
occur.VERBScause/lead to/result in a delay The bad weather caused a three-
hour delay in sending out rescue helicopters.experience delays People 

are experiencing considerable delays in receiving their mail.face delays (=be likely to 
experience them) Commuters face long delays as a result of the rail 
strikes.reduce/minimize delays (=make them shorter and less frequent) The new 

rules should reduce delays in bringing prisoners to trial.PREPOSITIONSa delay in 
(doing) sth I apologize for the delay in replying.a delay of 20 minutes/3 hours 
etc After a delay of ten minutes, the game started again.without 

delay (=immediately) Fill in the form and return it to us without delay.PHRASESa 
series of delays After a series of delays and setbacks, the project was finally 
approved. 

delay2 /dɪˈleɪ/ verb  to wait until a later time to do something: The opening of 

this section of the road is delayed until September. Our meeting was delayed for ten 
minutes. Don’t delay – send off for the information now. Big companies often delay 

paying their bills.THESAURUS: 

delaypostponemeeting | decision | game | match | visitto decide to hold an  

event or make a decision at a later time or date:Spain has postponed a meeting of  

European Union ministers. | The company has had to postpone its  

decision indefinitely (=used when you do not now know when something will actually  

happen, or if it will happen at all). | The game was postponed because of a bomb 

scare.put offdecision | visitto delay doing something. Put off is less formal  

than delay or postpone, and is the usual phrase to use in everyday English:I used to  

put off making difficult decisions. | I've decided to put off buying a phone for now.hold 

offto delay doing something, especially while you are waiting for more information or  

for something else to happen:House buyers seem to be holding off until interest rates  
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drop.defer formaldecision | application | retirementto delay doing something until  

a later date, usually because something else needs to happen first:The decision had 

been deferred until after a meeting of the directors. | She decided to defer her  

university application for a year so that she could go travelling.procrastinate formalto  

delay doing something that you ought to do:Don’t procrastinate – make a start on your  

assignments as soon as you get them.  

delete /dɪˈliːt/ verb [T]  to remove something, especially something that has 

been written down or stored in a computer: His name was deleted from the 

list. I deleted the file by mistake.THESAURUS: deletecutto remove a section  

from a piece of writing or a film:You’ll have to cut some of your essay if it’s over 1,500 

words. | A couple of scenes had to be cut because they were too violent. | I decided to  

cut the last part of the email.cross sth outto draw a line through a word to show that  

it was a mistake or that you want to change what you have written:If you make a  

mistake in the exam, just cross it out. | I’ve crossed out the names of people who can’t  

come.rub sth out BrE erase AmEto remove writing or pictures from paper with a  

rubber, or from a board with a cloth:Use a pencil so you can rub out your mistakes. | I  

had to rub the whole thing out and start again.eraseto remove sounds or pictures that  

have been recorded on a machine:You can erase the tape or record over it. | Somehow 

all my photographs had been erased.  

deliberate /dɪˈlɪbərət, dɪˈlɪbərɪt/ adjective  intended or plannedNOUNSa 

deliberate attempt/effort His comments had been a deliberate attempt to embarrass 

her.a deliberate act/action/move It was a deliberate act of cruelty.a deliberate 
choice/decision She made a deliberate choice to remain single.a deliberate 
intention They have to show that there was a deliberate intention to mislead the 

public.a deliberate policy/strategy/campaign Some companies have a deliberate 
policy of delaying payments for as long as possible.a deliberate ploy (=a clever but 
dishonest trick) It was a deliberate ploy to make them think he didn’t have any 

money.a deliberate attack It was a deliberate attack on unarmed civilians.a 
deliberate lie Would you ever tell a deliberate lie in order to get a job?a deliberate 
insult They saw it as a deliberate insult to their religion.a deliberate provocation (=a 

deliberate attempt to make someone angry or upset) The bombing was a deliberate 
provocation.the deliberate use of sth The deliberate use of torture to obtain 
information is legal in some countries.ADVERBSquite/completely deliberate The use 

of the word ‘unhelpful’ in the report was quite deliberate.THESAURUS: 

deliberateintentionalkilling | actdeliberate. Intentional is more formal  

than deliberate:We believe that the intentional killing of another person is  

wrong. | Lying is an intentional act. | Do you think it was intentional, or do think it was  

a mistake? | There are some funny moments in the movie, but you wonder how many 

of them were actually  

intentional.calculatedattempt | plan | act | move | insult | murder | killingplanne

d in a careful and deliberate way, especially in order to hurt or cause problems for  
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someone:The speech had been a calculated attempt to discredit the president. | Every  

word he spoke was a calculated insult. | This was a cold calculated  

killing.premeditatedmurder | killing | attack | assault | act | crimea 

premeditated crime or attack is deliberate and has been planned:He was found guilty  

of premeditated murder. | Jones was the victim of a premeditated attack. | He admits  

killing her but denies that it was premeditated. In everyday English you often say that  

someone did something on purpose: I think she said it on purpose, in order to make  

me feel uncomfortable. On purpose is less formal  

than deliberate. ANTONYMS → accidental 

deliberately /dɪˈlɪbərətli, dɪˈlɪbərɪtli/ adverb  done in a way that is intended or 

planned: I deliberately kept the letter short. I'm sure that he didn't upset her 

deliberately.THESAURUS: deliberatelyon purpose especially  

spokendeliberately, especially in order to annoy someone or get an advantage for  

yourself:I didn’t push her on purpose; it was an accident.intentionallydeliberately,  

especially in order to have a particular result or effect:Very few teenagers become 

pregnant intentionally.consciously /ˈkɒnʃəsli/done after thinking carefully about what  

you are doing, especially because you know what the results of your actions might  

be:Parents pass their values to their children, though not always  

consciously.knowinglyif you knowingly do something wrong or illegal, you do it even 

though you know it is wrong:FBI agents arrested Dillon for ‘knowingly making a false  

statement on a passport application’.  

delicate /ˈdelɪkət/ adjective  1. attractive and graceful – used especially when 

something is not big or heavy, or is easily damagedNOUNSdelicate features She had a 
pretty face with delicate features.a delicate face Long blonde hair framed her delicate 
face.delicate hands/fingers Her delicate fingers moved gracefully over the guitar 

strings.delicate skin The sun can easily damage a child’s delicate skin.a delicate 
flower/delicate leaves This tall plant has delicate leaves.a delicate touch Playing 
the piano requires a delicate touch.delicate beauty When he first saw her, he was 

struck by her delicate beauty.ADVERBSextremely delicate Silk is an extremely 
delicate material.surprisingly delicate For such a large man, his movements 

were surprisingly delicate.THESAURUS: delicate→ fragile2. needing to be dealt 

with carefully or sensitively in order to avoid problems or failureNOUNSa delicate 
matter/issue/question/subject She was wondering how to approach the delicate 

question of asking her boss for a pay rise.a delicate balance There is a delicate 
balance between meeting your customers’ expectations and remaining a profitable 
operation.delicate negotiations Following delicate negotiations, a peace deal was 

finally agreed.a delicate task/operation He faced the delicate task of deciding who 
deserved promotion.a delicate process They have begun the delicate process of 

negotiating a peace agreement.a delicate business Persuading him to give us 
permission was a delicate business.ADVERBShighly/extremely delicate This is an 
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extremely delicate matter that needs to be handled carefully.particularly 

delicate Immigration control is a particularly delicate issue which the government has 
to face.politically delicate Increasing tuition fees is a politically 

delicate matter.THESAURUS: delicate→ difficult  

delicious /dɪˈlɪʃəs/ adjective  very pleasant to taste or smellNOUNSdelicious 

food The restaurant serves delicious food at surprisingly reasonable prices.a delicious 

meal/lunch/dinner Thanks for a delicious meal.a delicious dish Our recipes will 
show you ways of creating simple and delicious dishes.a delicious smell The delicious 
smell of apple pie was coming from the kitchen.a delicious taste/flavour Fresh basil 

adds a delicious flavour when used in salads.a delicious recipe You’ll find lots 
of delicious recipes in this week’s magazine.VERBStaste delicious Blueberries are good 
for your health and they taste delicious.smell/look delicious The pizza smells 

delicious. | Those apples look delicious.sound delicious Everything on the 
menu sounded delicious.ADVERBSabsolutely delicious The chocolate cake 

was absolutely delicious.Don’t say very delicious.THESAURUS: 

delicioustastyfood | meal | dish | morsel | treatif food is tasty, it has a good 

strong taste. Tasty is more informal than delicious:There is plenty of tasty food to  

choose from. | He can make a tasty meal using just a few vegetables. | Baked apple  

and almonds is a very tasty dish. | The mother bird was holding a tasty morsel in her  

beak (=small piece of delicious food). | You can cook the pears in chocolate to make 

a tasty treat. | I liked the onion soup – it was really tasty.mouth-

wateringaroma | food | dish | selection | variety | saucelooking or smelling  

delicious:There was a mouth-watering aroma coming from the kitchen (=a delicious  

smell). | They offer mouth-watering food that is full of goodness. | The chef had 

prepared a selection of mouth-watering dishes. | There was a mouth-watering selection  

of cakes. | France makes hundreds of cheeses, in a mouth-watering variety of shapes,  

textures, and tastes. | The ice cream was covered in a mouth-

watering chocolate sauce.appetizingfood | meal | colourappetizing food looks or  

smells good to eat. Appetizing is often used in negative sentences:The hospital food 

didn’t look very appetizing. | You should be able to prepare a healthy appetizing  

meal in ten minutes. | The stew was  

an appetizing golden colour.juicyorange | peach | melon | strawberry | pineapple

 | tomato | meat | steakjuicy fruit or meat contains a lot of juice and tastes  

good:The oranges are lovely and juicy. | I picked some juicy tomatoes from the 

garden. | The meat was juicy and tender. | They served us a big juicy  

steak.succulentmeat | pork | beef | chicken | fruit | peach | pear | flesh | flavo

ursucculent fruit or meat contains a lot of juice and tastes good:The succulent  

meat melted in his mouth. | The tree produces small succulent fruit in August. | She 

bit into the succulent flesh of the chicken. | The guests loved the succulent flavour of  

the tender meat. Succulent or juicy?Succulent is more formal than juicy and is  
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mainly used in written descriptions. You use succulent when emphasizing the  

pleasure something gives you when you put it in your mouth and bite or suck on it.  

You use juicy when saying that fruit or steak contains a lot of juice.You can say that  

food melts in your mouth (=it is very soft and delicious): The delicate butter  

pastry melts in your mouth. You can also say that food is bursting with flavour (=it  

is delicious and has a lot of flavour): The cherry tomatoes are bursting with flavour.  

delight /dɪˈlaɪt/ noun  a feeling of great pleasure and 

satisfactionADJECTIVESgreat delight It gave her great delight to tease him about his 
girlfriends.sheer/pure delight (=very great) She opened the present and laughed 
with sheer delight.obvious/evident delight The children were watching the show 

with obvious delight.VERBStake/find delight in (doing) sth (=enjoy something a 
lot) He took delight in cooking for his friends.squeal/scream with delight Lucy saw 
the sea and screamed with delight.laugh with delight “That’s a brilliant idea!” she 

said, laughing with delight.greet sth with delight His offer was greeted with 
delight.PREPOSITIONSto sb’s delight To my delight, dolphins came and swam 
alongside the boat.in/with delight (=because of feeling very happy) He clapped his 

hands in delight.sb’s delight at sth He could not hide his delight at being invited.sb’s 
delight in sth Her love of gardening was related to her delight in nature.PHRASESa 

squeal/gasp/cry etc of delight The child gave a squeal of delight.a source of 
delight This beautiful park is a source of delight to many visitors. 

delighted /dɪˈlaɪtɪd/ adjective  THESAURUS > happy 

delivery /dɪˈlɪvəri/ noun  the act of bringing things to a particular person or 

place, or the things that are broughtADJECTIVES/NOUNS + deliveryfree 
delivery Delivery is free for purchases over £20. | We offer free delivery anywhere in 
the UK.next-day/overnight delivery You have to pay extra for next-day 

delivery.immediate/prompt delivery The software may not be available 
for immediate delivery.special/express delivery (=a service that delivers mail and 
packages very quickly) A brown package arrived by special delivery.recorded 

delivery BrE (=when a record is kept of posting and safe delivery) I’d better send my 
passport recorded delivery.mail delivery also postal delivery BrE The strike 
stopped mail deliveries to 20,000 homes and businesses.parcel delivery BrE All visits 

and parcel deliveries to prisons were cancelled.milk/fuel/pizza etc delivery I gave 
the kids some money for a pizza delivery.VERBSmake/do a delivery I’m afraid we 
don’t make deliveries on Saturdays.have a delivery The store has 

just had a delivery of tiles from Italy.take delivery of sth (=receive something that 
has been delivered) The airline has just taken delivery of three new passenger 
jets.accept/receive a delivery Someone must be at home 

to accept the delivery.expect (a) delivery She wanted to know when to expect 
delivery of the fabric.await (a) delivery They could not do the repair because they 
were awaiting delivery of some engine parts.delivery + NOUNSa delivery charge There 

is no delivery charge on goods over £20.a delivery date/time The normal delivery 
time is 7 to 10 days after you place your order.a delivery service The store has 
a delivery service.a delivery truck/van Just then a delivery truck stopped outside.a 
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delivery note (=a piece of paper showing the details of your order) A delivery note is 

sent along with the goods.a delivery man (=man who delivers goods to people) He 
got a job as a delivery man for a hardware store. 

delusion /dɪˈluːʒən/ adjective  THESAURUS > untrue 

demand /dɪˈmɑːnd $ dɪˈmænd/ noun  1. the need or desire that people have for 

particular goods and servicesADJECTIVES/NOUNS + demandhigh/strong demand (=a 
lot of people want something) Demand for housing is higher than ever.low 

demand (=not many people want something) Recently the demand for new cars has 
been relatively low.a big demand There’s always a big demand for photographs of 
celebrities.a great/huge demand (=very big) There is a huge demand for business 

software and services.increased/increasing/growing demand One of the problems 
is the growing demand for housing.falling demand (=decreasing) The falling 
demand for coal has put many coal merchants out of 

business.global/international/world demand There is a huge global demand for 
specialist skills.consumer/customer demand (=people’s desire to buy 
goods) Consumer demand for new technology is strong.VERBSmeet/satisfy 

demand (=supply as much as people need or want) Companies must be able to satisfy 
demand.keep up with demand also keep pace with demand (=satisfy the 
demand) Public funding for higher education has not kept up with demand.cope with 

demand (=satisfy demand) The existing services were not capable of coping 
with the demand for advice.increase/boost demand A very hard 
winter boosted the demand for natural gas.reduce demand Higher prices could have 

the effect of reducing the demand for oil.demand 
rises/increases/grows Demand for energy has continued to rise.demand 
falls (=becomes lower) Demand for the products has fallen in the last six 

months.PREPOSITIONSthe demand for sth The demand for new housing has 
risen.PHRASESbe in demand (=people want someone or something) As a speaker 
he was always in demand.be much in demand also be in great demand (=be 

wanted by a lot of people) Fuel-efficient cars are now much in demand.supply 
outstrips/exceeds demand (=more is available than people need or want) In the 
1980s, the supply of grain far exceeded the demand.a lack of demand Many factories 

closed through lack of demand.a surge in demand (=a sudden increase) There’s 
often a surge in demand for the internet at the weekend.2. a firm request for 

somethingVERBSmake a demand The kidnappers made a demand for over $1 
million.face a demand The president is facing demands for him to resign.reject a 
demand The government rejected demands for a general election.resist a demand It 

can be difficult for parents to resist the demands of children for the latest toys.ignore a 
demand He was arrested after ignoring police demands to stop.agree to a 
demand Employers won’t agree to demands for such big pay 

increases.accommodate/satisfy a demand formal (=do what someone asks) This 
strategy will satisfy Iraqi demands for power.ADJECTIVESan unreasonable demand It 
is not an unreasonable demand to want a higher salary.an impossible demand I’m 

afraid this is an impossible demand.PREPOSITIONSa demand for sth The government 
is facing demands for political change.3. a situation in which someone or something has 

to use a lot of effort or do a lot of work GrammarUsually plural in this  

meaning. ADJECTIVESheavy/great demands Being overweight makes heavy 
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demands on your heart.growing/increasing demands Increasing demands are being 

placed on police officers.excessive demands (=too many) Teachers argue that the 
new exam system is placing excessive demands on students.conflicting/competing 

demands (=things which are very different and difficult to combine) Working mothers 
face competing demands on their time.VERBSplace/put demands on sb/sth The 
demands placed on athletes these days are incredibly tough.make demands on 

sb/sth The new curriculum makes great demands on teachers.juggle/balance the 
demands of sth (=do two difficult things successfully) It can be very difficult to juggle 
the demands of being a father and a successful politician.cope with/deal with the 

demands of sth Being fit and healthy helps you to cope with the demands of 
life.PREPOSITIONSthe demands of sth Mary was finding it difficult to cope with the 
demands of being a doctor.demands on sb Demands on students are greater than 

ever. 

demanding /dɪˈmɑːndɪŋ $ dɪˈmæn-/ adjective  THESAURUS > difficult 

demonstrate verb  to show or prove something clearlyADVERBSdemonstrate 

sth clearly The study clearly demonstrates the connection between smoking and heart 
disease.amply demonstrate sth (=show something more than enough) These 
figures amply demonstrate the financial problems which the company 

faces.demonstrate sth conclusively (=show that something is definitely 
true) Research has conclusively demonstrated that the drug does not cause 
cancer.vividly/graphically demonstrate sth (=show something in a very clear 

way) This selection of Hoffmann’s finest short stories vividly demonstrates his intense 
imagination.NOUNSdemonstrate the/your ability to do sth Students have 
to demonstrate their ability to speak English fluently.demonstrate 

skills/knowledge/experience The interview is an excellent opportunity 
to demonstrate your skills and enthusiasm for the job.demonstrate your 
commitment to sth The government now has an opportunity 

to demonstrate its commitment to reform.demonstrate the existence of sth Recent 
evidence does not clearly demonstrate the existence of life on Mars.demonstrate the 

importance/value/power of sth This documentary demonstrates the importance 
of oil in the global economy.demonstrate the need for sth These accident 
statistics demonstrate the need for improvement in road safety.demonstrate the 

effectiveness of sth The tests clearly demonstrate the effectiveness of the 
medicine.demonstrate your support/willingness to do sth She wanted 
to demonstrate her support for the project in a practical way. 

demonstration AC /ˌdemənˈstreɪʃən/ noun  1. an event at which a large group 

of people meet to protest or to support something in publicADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ demonstrationa big/large demonstration Opponents of the new law are planning a 
big demonstration next week.a huge/massive demonstration (=very big) Thousands 

of people took part in a series of massive demonstrations against the war.a mass 
demonstration (=involving a very large number of people) There have been mass 
demonstrations in several American cities.a peaceful demonstration Everyone has 

the right to take part in peaceful demonstrations.a violent demonstration Nine 
people have been killed during violent demonstrations.a street demonstration (=in 

the streets of a city) A street demonstration completely blocked the centre of the city.a 
student demonstration (=by students) In France, student demonstrations were 
disrupting university teaching.a political demonstration (=to protest about the 
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government or a political policy) She was arrested twice for her part in political 

demonstrations.a public demonstration (=by members of the public) A series 
of public demonstrations have been held in cities across the country.a protest 

demonstration (=in which people protest against something) The price increases were 
met by a series of strikes and protest demonstrations.an anti-government/pro-
democracy etc demonstration There have been further violent anti-government 

demonstrations this week.VERBShold/stage a demonstration (=organize and take 
part in one) Protesters staged angry demonstrations outside government 
buildings.organize a demonstration A large demonstration was organized by the 

opposition.take part in a demonstration also participate in a 
demonstration formal As many as 400,000 people took part in the demonstration.go 
on a demonstration BrE (=take part in a demonstration) I’ve never been on a 

demonstration before.join a demonstration They were prevented by police 
from joining the demonstration.break up a demonstration (=prevent it from 
continuing) Police moved in to break up the demonstration.provoke/spark a 

demonstration (=cause it) The incident sparked a demonstration of 2,000 people.a 
demonstration takes place Violent street demonstrations took place in the 
capital.PREPOSITIONSa demonstration against sth Students took part in a 

demonstration against changes to university funding.PHRASESa demonstration in 
support of sth/sb Public demonstrations took place in support of the rebels.a 
demonstration in protest at sth There were demonstrations in protest at the food 

shortages.2. something that shows that something is trueADJECTIVESa clear 
demonstration This study provides the clearest demonstration yet that passive 
smoking can cause cancer.a vivid/graphic demonstration (=very clear and often 

unpleasant) Her death was a graphic demonstration of the dangers facing journalists in 
the country.a powerful demonstration (=one that has a strong effect) This is a 
powerful demonstration of what can be achieved with new technology.PREPOSITIONSa 

demonstration of sth The high number of calls received is a clear demonstration of 
the need for this service. 

denial AC /dɪˈnaɪəl/ noun  a statement saying that something is not 

trueVERBSissue a denial (=deny something publicly or officially) Immediately the 
government issued a denial of the rumours.make a denial He made no public denial of 
the allegations against him.ADJECTIVESa strong/firm denial Her accusation against 

the company met with a strong denial.an angry denial There were angry denials of 
corruption in the police force.an official/public denial The Army has consistently 
issued official denials that they were involved. | He refused to make any public denial.a 

categorical/flat denial (=saying very definitely that something is not true) Her 
response to the allegation was a categorical denial.a vehement/vigorous 
denial (=very strong) The report led to vehement denials from the minister. 

dentist /ˈdentəst, ˈdentɪst/ noun [C]  someone whose job is to treat people’s 

teethPHRASESsb is at the dentist "Where's John?" "He’s at the dentist."go to the 
dentist I have to go to the dentist this afternoon.an appointment at the 

dentist. I’ve made an appointment with the dentist next Wednesday.a visit to the 

dentist She always dreaded a visit to the dentist.THESAURUS: 

dentistorthodontista dentist who makes teeth straight when they have not been 

growing correctlydental hygienist/hygienistsomeone who is specially trained to help  
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a dentist by cleaning teeth and giving advice about how to keep teeth healthy:Ask your  

dental hygienist for advice on using floss.oral surgeona dentist who has special  

training to operate on people’s teeth  

eny AC /dɪˈnaɪ/ verb  to say that something is not true, or that you do not believe 

somethingADVERBSstrongly/firmly/emphatically deny sth Reports of government 
corruption have been strongly denied.vehemently/vigorously/strenuously deny 
sth (=very strongly) He vehemently denied that he had ever been to her 

house.flatly/categorically deny sth (=very definitely and directly) In the interview, 
he flatly denied knowing the woman.angrily deny sth The singer angrily denied the 
allegations.hotly deny sth (=in an angry or excited way) She hotly denied ever having 

taken drugs.repeatedly/consistently deny sth King has repeatedly denied being a 
gang member.NOUNSdeny a charge/allegation/accusation Officials denied 
allegations that torture was used.deny a claim Claims that money had been wasted 

were denied by the chairman.deny a report/rumour Their chief executive denied 
rumours of the company’s decline.deny any involvement in sth The minister denied 
any involvement in the affair.deny any wrongdoing formal (=say that you have not 

done anything wrong) The White House denied any wrongdoing.deny all knowledge 
of sth CIA officers denied all knowledge of the operation.deny the existence of 

sth The government has denied the existence of chemical weapons in the country.deny 
a fact You can’t deny the fact that we made a mistake.deny the truth There is no 
point in denying the truth.PHRASESrefuse to confirm or deny sth (=say whether 

something is true or not) He refused to confirm or deny the story. 

department /dɪˈpɑːtmənt $ -ɑːr-/ noun  one part of a large organization such as 

a hospital, university, company, or governmentADJECTIVES/NOUNS + departmenta 
government/federal department The Ministry of Arts & Culture was the government 

department responsible for museums.a university department University 
departments are generally judged by the quality of their research.the 
biology/English/history etc department (=in a university or school) He joined 

the German Department at Stirling University in 1972.the finance/sales/personnel 
etc department (=in a company) She worked in the sales department of a software 
company.the outpatient/casualty/physiotherapy etc department (=in a 

hospital) I had to go to the physiotherapy department for treatment twice a week.the 
police/fire department AmE He is a narcotics officer with the San Francisco Police 

Department. | When she saw smoke, she telephoned the fire department.the State 
Department also the Department of State AmE (=the part of the US government 
responsible for relations with other countries) She was head of Southeast Asian Affairs 

at the State Department.department + NOUNSa department manager (=in a 
company) After two years, he was promoted to the job of department manager.a 
department official (=in a government department) A Justice Department 

official gave details of the case.department staff (=people working in a 
department) All department staff will be affected by the new working 
hours.PHRASESthe Department of Health/Trade/Education etc also the 

Department for Health etc BrE (=in a government) My brother works for 
the Department of Health.the head of a department The current head of 
department is Professor Mary Keen.a member of a department Meetings are open to 

all members of the department. 
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departure /dɪˈpɑːtʃə $ -ˈpɑːrtʃər/ noun  the act of leaving a place, organization, 

or jobADJECTIVES/NOUNS + departuresb’s sudden/abrupt departure (=done 
suddenly, without being planned) I didn’t know the reason for his abrupt 
departure. | Their departure seemed rather sudden.a hasty/speedy 

departure (=done very quickly and suddenly) The room showed signs of a hasty 
departure.sb’s imminent/impending departure (=going to happen soon) They were 
feeling sad about their son’s imminent departure for university.a flight/train/coach 

departure All flight departures have been delayed due to fog.departure + NOUNSthe 
departure date/time also the date/time of departure You cannot make a change 
to your booking within six weeks of your departure date. | Do you know your 

exact departure time?a departure lounge (=airport room where people wait before 
their flights) We sat in the departure lounge for over an hour,a departure gate (=an 
exit from an airport to get on a particular plane) It was a long walk to the departure 

gate.the departures board (=a board showing the times of planes or trains) I 
checked the departures board for details of my flight.VERBSdelay sb’s 
departure (=make it happen later) She decided to delay her departure by a few 

days.hasten sb’s departure (=make it happen sooner) This defeat in 
parliament hastened the prime minister’s departure.PREPOSITIONSsb’s departure for 

a place (=when they leave to go to a place) She came to visit us shortly before 
her departure for France.sb’s departure from a place/organization He began 
making arrangements for his departure from the city.PHRASESon the eve of sb’s 

departure (=the day before they leave) He stayed at the Adelphi Hotel on the eve 
of his departure for America.the day of departure As the day of departure drew 
closer, we became more and more excited. 

depend /dɪˈpend/ verb  1. to be affected by something 

else GrammarDepend is used with on or upon, except in the phrase it/that  

depends. ADVERBSsth very much/greatly depends on sth The cost of 

accommodation very much depends on where you live.sth mainly/largely depends 
on sth Whether they succeed or not will mainly depend on their own efforts.sth 
entirely/completely depends on sth It entirely depends on each individual couple 

how they conduct their relationship.sth partly depends on sth The result partly 
depends, of course, on the conditions at that particular time.sth rather depends on 

sth (=partly – often used ironically to mean that something has a large effect) “Is it 
easy?” “That rather depends on what you mean by ‘easy’!”sth ultimately depends on 
sth His future ultimately depended on whether the court believed his 

story.PREPOSITIONSdepend on/upon sth The outcome depends on several economic 
factors.PHRASESit (all) depends on sth (=something will affect what will happen or 
what you choose) Several different scenarios are possible. It all depends on the 

weather.it/that depends (=used when saying that you are not sure what will 
happen) “How are you going to get there?” “It depends.”everything depends on 
sth Everything depends on how the team plays on the day.depend on sth to some 

extent (=be partly affected by something, but not completely) Your answer will depend 
to some extent on the type of person you are.2. to need someone or something in 
order to be able to do somethingADVERBSdepend heavily on sb/sth She finds it 

difficult to walk, and depends heavily on her children. | Our work depends heavily on 
voluntary donations from the public.depend entirely on sth/sb The industry depends 
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entirely on exports.PREPOSITIONSdepend on/upon sb for sth We all depend upon 

one another for survival.THESAURUS: dependrely on sth/sbto depend on 

something or someone to do or provide what you need, especially because you have 

no choice:In rural areas, many people rely on public transport. | She’d never wanted to  

rely on a man for money.count on sthto depend on something that you expect to  

happen:Their government was counting on American support. | I’m counting  

on getting a pay rise next year.lean on sbto depend on someone for support and 

encouragement, especially at a difficult time:We all need a good friend that we can 

lean on. | When her husband died, she leant on Mike for support.  

deposit /dɪˈpɒzət, dɪˈpɒzɪt $ dɪˈpɑː-/ noun  money that you pay when you rent 

something such as an apartment or car, which will be given back if you do not damage 
itVERBSpay a deposit Car hire firms may ask you to pay a deposit in advance.get 

your deposit back You’ll get your deposit back when all the bills have been paid.give 
sb their deposit back also return sb’s deposit formal When I left, the landlord 
refused to give me my deposit back. | Your deposit will be returned to you when you 

leave the flat.lose your deposit If there is any damage to the car, we could lose our 
deposit.ADJECTIVESa refundable/returnable deposit (=that you get back later if 
there is no damage) You can hire a bicycle with a refundable deposit of 100 euros. 

depressed /dɪˈprest/ adjective  very unhappy, either because something bad 

has happened or because of a medical conditionVERBSbe/feel depressed People 
who feel depressed often have difficulty sleeping.get/become depressed If you get 

depressed, talk to someone about it. | She became depressed after her husband left 
her.look/sound depressed I was worried about him because he 
had sounded so depressed on the phone.make sb depressed Losing his job made him 

even more depressed.ADVERBSdeeply/terribly depressed Helen sat at home all day 
feeling deeply depressed.severely/seriously depressed (=very depressed, so that 
you are ill or almost ill) He became severely depressed after his wife died.clinically 

depressed technical (=depressed in a way that doctors recognize as an illness) His 
medical records show that he was suicidal and clinically depressed.slightly/mildly 
depressed I was slightly depressed when we lost.PREPOSITIONSdepressed about/at 

sth He was depressed about the break-up of his marriage. | I was really depressed 

at the thought of coming in to the office this morning.THESAURUS: 

depressed→ sad (1)  

depressing /dɪˈpresɪŋ/ adjective  making you feel sadNOUNSa depressing 

experience Being unemployed is a very depressing experience.a depressing 

thought “Maybe life will always be like this.” “What a depressing thought!”a 
depressing prospect (=something that seems likely to be depressing) Working until 

I’m 70 is rather a depressing prospect.a depressing sight The building was 
a depressing sight, with water leaking through the roof.a depressing picture (=a 
depressing idea of what something is like) The latest report paints a depressing 

picture of Britain.depressing news There was more depressing news about the 
economy.a depressing place The walls were painted grey and it looked like 
a depressing place to live.a depressing story He told me a depressing story about a 

man who died on the subway without anyone even noticing.a depressing 
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conclusion She reached the depressing conclusion that life would never 

improve.VERBSfind sth depressing He found the news 
very depressing.ADVERBSvery/really/deeply depressing The article was deeply 

depressing.PHRASESsth makes depressing reading (=it is bad and makes you feel 
depressed when you read it) The crime statistics make depressing reading.sth 
happens with depressing regularity (=this happens often and it makes you feel 

depressed) Political scandals are reported with depressing regularity.THESAURUS: 

depressinggrimreality | reminder | news | picturedepressing, especially  

because something unpleasant happens:His films show the grim reality of war and its  

effect on people’s lives. | The bombings are a grim reminder of the threat of  

terrorism (=something that makes you remember an unpleasant event or  

situation). | A police officer told them the grim news about the accident. | The report  

paints a grim picture of the situation in  

Burma.gloomynews | picture | prediction | forecast | outlook | prospect | asses

smentshowing that things are not going well and not making you feel hopeful about  

the future:The news about the economy is always gloomy. | In his book, he paints  

a gloomy picture of the future of our planet. | People are making gloomy 

predictions about the future of the company. | Scientists produced a gloomy forecast of  

the impact of global warming. | The outlook for democracy looks gloomy . | The 

thought of spending two weeks with him was a gloomy prospect. | The coach gave 

a gloomy assessment of the team’s  

chances.bleakpicture | future | prospect | vision | outlook | dayif something  

seems bleak, there is nothing at all to make you feel happy or hopeful. Bleak sounds  

even more miserable than gloomy:He gives a bleak picture of his lonely life. | The 

country faced a bleak economic future after the war. | Many people face the bleak  

prospect of losing their jobs. | The report offers a bleak vision of the future. | He had a  

very bleak outlook on life. | It was another bleak day for English football  

fans.draboffice | building | surroundings | existenceif something seems drab,  

there is nothing exciting or interesting about it – used especially about places:I waited  

for hours in a drab government office. | The town is full of drab concrete  

factory buildings. | He was tired of his drab surroundings. | She wanted to escape from 

her drab existence and become an 

actress.drearyday | life | monotony | routine | tale | placeif something seems 

dreary, there is nothing exciting or interesting about it – used especially about  

situations that continue for a long time in a boring way:I came home, after  

another dreary day at the office. | My own life seemed very dreary compared to  

theirs. | She hated the dreary monotony of her work. | He needed a break from 

his dreary routine at the post office. | Every day, he would tell me the same dreary  

tale. | The town is a dreary place in winter, when all the tourists have gone 

away.dishearteningdepressing and making you want to give up what you are doing:It  
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was disheartening for fans to see their team lose again. | I found the attitude of some 

students very disheartening – they didn’t seem to care about their  

work.THESAURUS: depressing→ sad (2)  

depression noun  1. a medical condition that makes you very unhappy and 

anxious and often prevents you from living a normal lifeADJECTIVESdeep 

depression She sank into a deep depression.severe depression Severe 
depression requires medical treatment.mild depression I have been suffering 
from mild depression for the last year.post-natal depression (=depression after 

giving birth) Post-natal depression can affect women in different ways.clinical 
depression (=severe depression which requires medical help) How do you tell the 
difference between clinical depression and normal sadness?manic depression (=a 

mental illness that causes someone to feel very strong emotions of happiness and 
sadness in a short period of time) Manic depression affects one in 200 people, both 
men and women alike.VERBSsuffer from/have depression He’s been suffering from 

depression since his wife died.treat depression Some doctors think that exercise is 
useful in treating depression.diagnose depression also diagnose sb with 
depression (=find out that someone has depression) Most people diagnosed with 

depression are successfully treated.PHRASESsymptoms of depression Sleeplessness 
is one of the symptoms of depression.a bout of depression (=a period during which 
someone is depressed) He suffered bouts of depression throughout his adult 

life.feelings of depression A poor diet can result in tiredness and feelings of 
depression.anxiety and depression also depression and anxiety She went through 

a long period of anxiety and depression.2. a long period during which there is very little 
business activity and a lot of people do not have jobsADJECTIVESthe Great 
Depression The Great Depression began in 1929 with the Stock Market crash.an 

economic depression The economic depression is likely to worsen.a worldwide 
depression The Great Depression of 1929 was a worldwide depression that lasted for 
ten years.a major/severe depression The economy collapsed and the country 

entered a major depression.the worst depression The United States is suffering 
the worst depression since the 1930s.VERBSgo into a depression The economy went 
into a depression.come out of a depression There are signs that the country is 

beginning to come out of the depression.a depression deepens/gets 
worse The depression deepened and people felt increasingly 
desperate.PREPOSITIONSduring a depression A lot of people were out of 

work during the depression.PHRASESbe in the middle/midst of a depression The UK 
is in the middle of a depression with few signs of recovery.be in the grip of a 
depression (=be experiencing a depression) The entire country is in the grip 

of a depression. 

deprived adjective  THESAURUS > poor (1) 

describe /dɪˈskraɪb/ verb  to say what someone or something is like by giving 

details about themADVERBSdescribe sb/sth accurately Which of the following words 
most accurately describes you?describe sb/sth perfectly This passage perfectly 
describes the way you feel on a hot humid day.describe sb/sth vividly (=with a lot of 

details, so you can imagine them very clearly) Victorian London is vividly described in 
the novels of Charles Dickens.describe sb/sth fully Can you describe the man you 
saw more fully?describe sth briefly The introduction briefly describes how and why 
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the two men began their research.PREPOSITIONSdescribe sb/sth to sb When she 

described him to me, I immediately realized who she was talking about.describe 
sb/sth as sth Colleagues describe her as ‘dynamic’ and ‘highly focused’.PHRASESbe 

difficult/hard/not easy to describe My feelings at the time are very difficult to 
describe.describe sth in great detail The article describes in great detail how the 

device works.THESAURUS: describetell sb about sb/sthto describe someone 

or something to someone. This phrase is more commonly used than describe in  

everyday spoken English:So, tell me about your holiday! | My friends have told me all  

about you!depict formalto describe someone or something in a piece of writing:His  

stories depict life in Trinidad as seen through the eyes of a young boy. | In this new 

biography she is depicted as a lonely and unhappy  

woman.portray/represent formalto describe someone or something in a particular  

way:College teachers are often represented on television shows as slightly  

eccentric. | The magazine has been criticized for the way it portrays women. | The 

treatment has been portrayed as a painless way of curing cancer, which is simply not  

true. | Police have represented her as a willing participant in the crimes.characterize 

sb/sth as sth formalto describe someone or something by emphasizing one particular  

quality or feature about them:He characterized himself as ‘an average American’. | The 

successful schools were characterized as innovative and creative.paint sb/sth as 

sthto describe someone or something, especially in a way that makes people believe 

something that is not true:Not all young people are as bad as they’re painted in the 

press. | We won, yet the media is painting it as a victory for our opponents. | The 

woman was painted as having only a slight grasp of reality.paint a picture of sthto  

describe a situation, so that people can get a general idea of what it is like:Can you 

paint a picture of life in Japan for us? | My uncle’s letters generally painted a rosy  

picture of how things were (=make them seem good, especially better than they really  

are). | The report painted a bleak picture of the management’s failures (=make them 

seem very bad).  

description /dɪˈskrɪpʃən/ noun [C,U]  a piece of writing or speech that gives 

details about what someone or something is likeADJECTIVESa good description There 
is a good description of life in ancient Egypt.a clear description She gave the police a 
clear description of the car.a detailed/full description Please give a full description of 

your responsibilities in your present job.an accurate description I don’t think the 
hotel’s description of its facilities was very accurate.a perfect description (=a very 
suitable description) When they said it was like being in paradise, it was a perfect 

description of the place.a long/lengthy description I didn’t want to hear a lengthy 
description of their holiday.a brief/short description There’s only a brief 
description of the company on the internet.a general description (=not detailed) He 

started by giving us a general description of the manufacturing process.a vivid 
description (=very clear and interesting) The book contains some vivid descriptions of 
his childhood.a graphic description (=very clear and containing a lot of details, 

usually about something unpleasant) The book has some graphic descriptions of life in 
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the prison camp.VERBSgive (sb) a description He was able to give the police a good 

description of his attackers.provide a description formal The diary provides a 
clear description of farming life in the 1850s.issue a description (=formally give a 

description of someone to the public) Police have issued a description of the two men 
they are looking for.fit/match a description (=be like the person in a police 
description) The first man they arrested did not fit the description given by the 

victim.sb answering a description (=a person who looks like someone in a police 
description) A young girl answering this description has been seen in 

Spain.THESAURUS: descriptionaccounta written or spoken description that  

says what happens in an event or process:He provided the police with a detailed  

account of what he saw.storyan account of something that has happened which may 

not be true – used especially when people are telling each other about something:I  

don’t think he was honest enough to tell us the full story. | Her parents did  

not believe her story.reporta written or spoken account of a situation or event, giving  

people the information they need, especially after studying something as part of your  

job:The UN will issue a report on the incident. | Initial police reports suggest she was  

murdered.versiona particular person’s account of an event, which is different from the  

account that another person gives:Her version of events has been contradicted by 

other witnesses.  

desert /ˈdezət $ -ərt/ noun  a large area of land where it is always very 

dryADJECTIVES/NOUNS + deserta vast desert (=extremely big) To the south is a vast 

desert.an arid desert (=with very little rain) Very little can grow in this arid 
desert.empty/open desert (=with no buildings) Outside the city there was nothing 
but empty desert. | They left the village and headed into open desert.an inhospitable 

desert (=not easy to live or stay in) The interior of the country is an inhospitable 
desert.a barren desert (=where no plants can grow) Years of intensive farming have 
turned the area into a barren desert.the Sahara/Gobi/Australian etc 

desert The Gobi desert is the largest desert in Asia.desert + NOUNSa desert 
area/region A hot dry wind blows from the desert areas of North Africa.a desert 

landscape She found the flat desert landscape uninteresting.desert 
country/land Large parts of Oman are desert country.the desert sun/heat Animals 
shelter from the desert sun during the day.desert plants/animals Many desert 

plants have small leaves.desert conditions These frogs have adapted to hot desert 
conditions.VERBSa desert stretches (=covers a large area) The desert stretches for 
hundreds of miles.PREPOSITIONSin the desert He got lost in the 

desert.across/through the desert They travelled across the desert for three 
days.PHRASESa stretch/expanse of desert (=a very large area of desert) In front of 
us was nothing but a vast expanse of desert. 

deserted /dɪˈzɜːtɪd $ -ɜːr-/ adjective  THESAURUS > empty 

deserve /dɪˈzɜːv $ -ɜːrv/ verb  if you deserve something, it is right that you get 

it or experience itADVERBSthoroughly/fully deserve sth He did no work, so 
he thoroughly deserved his poor marks.richly deserve sth (=deserve something very 

much, especially something good) She finally got the success that she richly 
deserved.really/truly deserve sth He played well and truly deserved to win.well 
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deserved The restaurant has a well deserved reputation for excellent 

fish.NOUNSdeserve a rest/break/holiday etc Now that the students have done their 
exams they deserve a break.deserve a chance Everybody deserves a 

second chance.deserve credit/praise/respect The team played really well and 
they deserve credit for it. | Our police officers deserve our respect.deserve your 
reputation The hotel thoroughly deserves its reputation for good food.deserve sb’s 

support This is a great idea which deserves our support.deserve sb’s attention This 
issue deserves the government’s attention.deserve (a) punishment He got the 
punishment he deserved and he was put in prison for the rest of his life.deserve a 

(special) mention (=used especially in speeches to mention someone’s good work or 
actions) Richard deserves a special mention for all his hard work on this 
project.deserve recognition (=public respect and thanks) The teaching 

profession deserves more recognition.PHRASESdeserve better (=deserve to be treated 
better or to be in a better situation) They treated him badly at work and I thought 
he deserved better.get what you deserve (=experience something bad after you 

have behaved badly) I like films where the bad guys get what they deserve.deserve 
all/everything you get (=deserve any bad things that happen to you) She’s behaved 
really stupidly and she deserves all she gets. 

design1 AC /dɪˈzaɪn/ noun  the form of something, or the way it has been made 

or will be madeADJECTIVES(a) good design Good design is very important in a 
house.a modern design Many people were against such a modern design in the old 

city centre.a simple design The latest model of the car has a much simpler design.an 
innovative design (=new and different) The company has won several prizes 
for innovative designs.an elegant/stylish design We chose this bath because of 

its elegant design.a traditional design The furniture they make is known for 
its traditional design.a classic design (=traditional design that always looks good) The 
jacket has a simple classic design that goes with anything.the basic design (=not 

including all the small details) The basic design of the two churches is very 
similar.VERBSdo/create/produce a design Who did the design for the princess’s 
wedding dress? | They produced a design for the packaging.come up with a 

design (=think of one) We asked the architect to come up 
with another design.change/improve a design How can we improve the design of 
safety belts?design + NOUNSa design feature (=something interesting or attractive 

that is part of the design) The aircraft has some special design features.a design 
fault/flaw (=a part of something that does not work well or look good) The 
main design fault with this washing machine is that it makes too much noise. 

design2 AC /dɪˈzaɪn/ verb  to draw or plan something that will be made, built, 

done etcADVERBSwell designed The furniture was attractive and well 
designed.badly/poorly designed Their ships were poorly designed and very 

slow.specially designed The chemicals are transported in specially 
designed vehicles.carefully designed The questions have been carefully designed to 
test your understanding of the subject.cleverly designed The kitchen is small but has 

many cleverly designed cupboards.originally designed The cell was originally 
designed to hold around 20 prisoners.be specifically designed for sb/to do sth The 
game was specifically designed for children.PREPOSITIONSbe designed for sth The 

sofa is designed for three people to sit on comfortably.be designed as sth (=was 
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intended to be something) The building was not designed as a place for people to live 

permanently. 

designer /dɪˈzaɪnə $ -ər/ noun  someone whose job is to design clothes, 

furniture, equipment etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS + designera top designer (=a very good 

and famous designer of clothes) She always wore clothes by top designers.a fashion 
designer (=who designs clothes) The fashion designer will be showing his latest 
collection next week.an interior designer (=who chooses colours, furniture etc for 

people’s homes) The apartment’s previous owners had hired an expensive interior 
designer.a dress designer (=who designs clothes for women) Her wedding dress will 
be made by her favourite dress designer.a costume designer (=who designs clothes 

for the actors in a play) He spent eight years as a costume designer for TV 
commercials.a furniture designer The tables and chairs were made by the furniture 
designer Robert White.a garden/landscape designer A landscape designer was 

commissioned to design the garden.a graphic designer (=who designs the way 
pictures and words look in books, magazines etc) He’s been working as a graphic 
designer for two years.a web designer (=who designs websites) A good web 

designer will create a website that is easy to use.a software/program 
designer Software designers are working on a new operating system. 

desirable /dɪˈzaɪərəbəl $ -ˈzaɪr-/ adjective  THESAURUS > good (1) 

desire /dɪˈzaɪə $ -ˈzaɪr/ noun  a strong wish to have or do 

somethingADJECTIVESa great/strong desire His one great desire in life was to be 
famous. | The desire was too strong to resist.a deep/fierce/passionate 

desire (=very strong) The victim’s family felt a deep desire for revenge.a burning 
desire (=extremely strong) You could sense the team’s burning desire to win.an 
overwhelming/irresistible desire (=so strong that it is hard to fight it) He felt 

an overwhelming desire for a cigarette.a sudden desire I had a sudden desire to 
escape.a natural desire Kids have a natural desire to find out about new things.a 
genuine/real/sincere desire Everything she did was motivated by a genuine 

desire to help the poor.an insatiable desire (=a desire that cannot be satisfied) She 
had an insatiable desire to be admired.a desperate desire Who knows what they will 
do in their desperate desire to hold on to power?an earnest desire (=serious and 

sincere) My earnest desire is to see you happy.an understandable desire Companies 
have an understandable desire to avoid paying tax.VERBShave/feel a 
desire Milly had a sudden strong desire to laugh.express a desire Many political 

leaders have expressed their desire for peace.show a desire also indicate a 
desire formal He had shown no desire to get involved in the project.satisfy/fulfil a 
desire Companies aim to satisfy people’s desire for variety.fight/resist/suppress a 

desire She fought the desire to go back to him.PREPOSITIONSa desire for sth We 
seem to be born with a desire for knowledge.in your desire to do sth (=as a result of 
your desire) In our desire to be fair to women, we must not be unfair to 

men.PHRASESan object of desire (=something that someone wants very much) This 
car is an object of desire for many drivers.have/feel no desire to do sth (=used to 
emphasize that you do not want to do something) It was raining outside and I had no 

desire to go out. 

desk /desk/ noun  a piece of furniture like a table that you sit at to write and 

workVERBSsit at a desk I don’t want a job in which I’m sitting at a desk all day.get up 

from your desk He got up from his desk to welcome the visitors.tidy your desk I 
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need to tidy my desk.clear your desk (=remove all the papers etc from it) He was told 

to clear his desk and leave the building.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + deska tidy desk Try to 
keep your desk tidy.a cluttered desk (=covered with papers, books etc in an untidy 

way) His desk is so cluttered he can’t find anything.an empty desk (=that no one is 
using) There are one or two empty desks in the office.an office desk I got back from 
holiday to find piles of papers on my office desk.a school desk The children are at 

their school desks by 8.30 in the morning.a writing desk (=that you use for writing 
letters etc) Under the window was a small writing desk.desk + NOUNSa desk 
job (=working mostly at a desk in an office) He left his desk job to become a 

gardener.a desk drawer She opened her desk drawer and took out a document.a 
desk lamp He switched on his desk lamp.PREPOSITIONSat your desk He said he 
would be back at his desk at 3 o’clock. 

despair /dɪˈspeə $ -ˈsper/ noun  a very unhappy feeling, because you think 

there is no hope at allADJECTIVESdeep/great despair Losing his job had left him in a 
state of deep despair.complete/total/utter despair I was in complete despair and I 
didn’t know what to do next.PREPOSITIONSout of despair (=because of despair) Out 

of despair he banged his fists against the wall.to sb’s despair To the despair of his 
parents, he refused to study for his exams.PHRASESbe in despair I was in despair and 

I didn’t know who I could ask for help.be filled with despair Jane was filled with 
despair when her husband left her.be in the depths of despair Her business was 
losing money and she was in the depths of despair.be close to despair She was close 

to despair when she received the tax bill.drive sb to despair Their son’s 
behaviour drove them to despair.throw up your hands in despair The England 
manager threw up his hands in despair.shake your head in despair She stared at the 

broken vase, shaking her head in despair.cry in despair She cried in despair when no 
one believed her story.fall into despair formal (=become very unhappy) He fell into 
despair when his wife died.a feeling/mood/note of despair A feeling of 

despair came over him when he realized that he had missed his flight.a cry of 
despair She gave a cry of despair when she realised that there was nothing she could 
do.a sense/feeling of despair He looked around the dark prison cell with a sense of 

despair.a moment/state of despair He tore up the painting in a moment of 
despair.joy turns to despair Joy turned to despair in a few seconds when the goal was 
disallowed by the referee.the edge/point/verge of despair Noisy neighbours were 

driving her to the edge of despair. 

desperate /ˈdespərət/ adjective  THESAURUS > bad (2) 

destination /ˌdestəˈneɪʃən, ˌdestɪˈneɪʃən/ noun  the place that someone or 

something is going toADJECTIVESsb’s/sth’s final destination also sb’s/sth’s 

ultimate destination formal We should arrive at our final destination around 1 p.m.a 
popular/favourite destination Switzerland is a popular destination for skiing. | The 
Greek islands are a favourite destination for people who enjoy the sun and the sea.a 

top/major destination This ancient city is a major tourist destination.an exotic/far-
off destination (=a place that is far away and exciting) The company arranges tours 
to exotic destinations such as Nepal.sb’s/sth’s intended destination The parcel 

never reached its intended destination.NOUNS + destinationa tourist destination (=a 
place where a lot of tourists go) Las Vegas is the country’s top tourist destination.a 
holiday destination also a vacation destination AmE (=a place to go for a 

holiday) If you like the sun, Egypt is the ideal holiday destination.a honeymoon 
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destination (=where people have a holiday just after getting married) The couple set 

off today for a secret honeymoon destination.VERBSreach your destination/arrive at 
your destination/get to your destination It had taken us six hours 

to reach our destination.Don’t say reach to your destination. 

destroy /dɪˈstrɔɪ/ verb  to damage something so badly that it no longer exists or 

cannot be used or repairedADVERBScompletely/totally/utterly destroy sth The 
house was completely destroyed.partially destroy sth (=destroy part of 

something) The fire partially destroyed the 
prison.almost/nearly/practically/virtually destroy sth A 15-year civil war 
has virtually destroyed the country.effectively destroy sth (=used when saying that 

this was the real result of someone’s actions) He was the man who effectively 
destroyed the Italian Socialist party.NOUNSdestroy a building/house/city etc The 
explosion destroyed the building.destroy the world/planet No one wants another 

war, which might destroy the world.destroy the evidence (=deliberately destroy 
evidence of a crime) They set light to the car to destroy the evidence.destroy sb’s 
career/reputation The scandal destroyed his political career.destroy sb’s power Mrs 

Thatcher wanted to destroy the power of the unions.destroy sb’s hopes/dreams That 
defeat destroyed the team’s hopes of reaching the semi-finals.destroy sb’s 

confidence When he failed his degree, it completely destroyed his confidence.destroy 
the myth (=show that something is completely untrue) The Vietnam 
war destroyed the myth that the United States could not be defeated.VERBS 

+ destroythreaten to destroy sth (=used especially when saying something is likely 
to destroy something) Our dependence on oil threatens to destroy our planet.set out 
to destroy sth (=deliberately try to destroy) He set out to destroy his opponent’s 

political reputation.THESAURUS: destroydevastateto damage a large area very  

badly and destroy many things in it:Allied bombing in 1943 devastated the city. | The 

country’s economy has been devastated by years of fighting.demolishto completely  

destroy a building, either deliberately or by accident:The original 15th-century house 

was demolished in Victorian times. | The plane crashed into a suburb of Paris,  

demolishing several buildings.flattento destroy a building or town by knocking it down,  

bombing it etc, so that nothing is left standing:The town centre was flattened by a  

500-pound bomb.wreckto deliberately damage something very badly, especially a  

room or building:The toilets had been wrecked by vandals. | They just wrecked the 

place.trash informalto deliberately destroy a lot of the things in a room, house 

etc:Apparently, he trashed his hotel room while on drugs.obliterate formalto destroy  

a place so completely that nothing remains:The nuclear blast obliterated most of  

Hiroshima.reduce sth to ruins/rubble/ashesto destroy a building or town 

completely:The town was reduced to rubble in the First World War.ruinto spoil  

something completely, so that it cannot be used or enjoyed:Fungus may ruin the 

crop. | The new houses will ruin the view.  

destruction /dɪˈstrʌkʃən/ noun [U]  the act or process of destroying something 

or of being destroyedADJECTIVESgreat/massive destruction The bombing 

caused massive destruction.widespread destruction (=over a big area) There 
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was widespread destruction to crops as a result of the storms.total/complete 

destruction The earthquake resulted in the total destruction of the town.the 
wholesale destruction of sth formal (=the destruction of every part of something – 

used especially when you strongly disapprove of what is being done) These people are 
facing the wholesale destruction of their way of life.wanton 
destruction formal (=done in a very careless and stupid way, without any good 

reason) People were shocked by the wanton destruction that occurred during the 
riots.partial destruction He ordered the partial destruction of the castle.deliberate 
destruction They were accused of the deliberate destruction of official company 

records.environmental destruction The islands are threatened by environmental 
destruction.NOUNS + destructionhabitat destruction (=of the natural homes of plants 
and animals) Habitat destruction has reduced elephant herds in central 

Africa.forest/rainforest destruction We seem powerless to prevent rainforest 
destruction.VERBScause/lead to/bring about destruction The bomb was clearly 
intended to cause death and destruction.wreak destruction formal (=cause 

it) The destruction wrought by the hurricane left thousands of people homeless.save 
sth from destruction Protests alone will not save the rainforest from 
destruction.prevent/stop destruction Action is needed 

to prevent widespread destruction of the animal’s habitat.PREPOSITIONSthe 
destruction of sth The government has done little to prevent the destruction of the 
rainforest.PHRASESa trail/path of destruction (=a long series of things that have 

been destroyed) The accident left a trail of destruction on the motorway.weapons of 
mass destruction (=nuclear, chemical, or biological weapons) The country is believed 
to have the potential to develop weapons of mass destruction. 

detail /ˈdiːteɪl $ dɪˈteɪl/ noun  1. a piece of information GrammarOften plural in  

this meaning. ADJECTIVESa small/minor/tiny detail Don’t waste time examining 

every minor detail.further/more details Check our website for more details.full 
details The police have not yet disclosed the full details of the case.precise/exact 
details Precise details of what happened may never be known.every detail He 

remembers every detail of the accident.sb’s personal details (=your name, address, 
and other information about you) Please make sure that all your personal details are 
correct.the gory details (=the full details about an unpleasant or interesting event – 

often used humorously) She wanted to hear all the gory details about Tina’s date with 
Nigel.VERBSgive details She refused to give any details about what had 
happened.provide/supply details He did not provide details of the government’s 

plans.disclose/reveal/release details (=make secret information public) The 
magazine revealed details of her relationship with the musician.ask for details I went 
into the bank to ask for details about their savings accounts.send (off) for 

details (=write asking for information) Why don’t you send for details of the 
course?send your details (=send your name and address to someone) For a free 
sample, send your details to us at this email address.confirm the details (=make sure 

that they are correct) Could you confirm the details of your reservation in 
writing?announce/publish details Further details of the band’s tour will 
be announced later.PREPOSITIONSdetails of/about sth Details of the course can be 

found on our website. | A spokesperson for the union refused to give any further details 
about the strike.2. detailed information which concerns all the parts or features of 
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something GrammarAlways uncountable in this meaning. ADJECTIVESin 

great/considerable detail The subject has already been discussed in great 
detail.enough/sufficient detail The government was criticized for not giving sufficient 

detail about the proposed tax changes.little detail (=not much detail) Maps of the area 
contain very little detail.fine/minute/precise detail (=very exact detail) We’ve been 
through all the arrangements for the wedding in minute detail.meticulous 

detail (=very careful detail) His books describe the mountains and their paths 
in meticulous detail.graphic detail (=a lot of very clear and often unpleasant 
detail) He told the police in graphic detail about his involvement in the murders.vivid 

detail (=so clear that they seem real) The three characters in the novel are described 
with vivid detail.VERBSgo into detail (=give a lot of details) He refused to go into 
detail about what had been said at the meeting.describe/explain sth in detail The 

doctor spent time describing the treatment in detail to me.discuss sth in detail His 
report discusses the problem in detail.examine/consider/study sth in detail I asked 
my lawyer to examine the contract in detail.be set out in detail (=be written down 

and described in detail) The changes to the system are set out in detail in the next 
paragraph.plan sth in detail/work sth out in detail I haven’t worked our trip out in 
detail yet.PHRASESattention to detail (=care that all the small features of something 

are correct) Editing requires great attention to detail.an eye for detail (=the ability to 
notice all the small features) He’s a brilliant photographer with a fantastic eye for 
detail.every last detail (=all the details, including the small things) He wanted to 

know every last detail of my personal life.a wealth of detail (=a lot of useful 
detail) The records provide a wealth of detail about people’s lives. 

detailed /ˈdiːteɪld $ dɪˈteɪld/ adjective  giving a lot of information about every 

part of somethingADVERBShighly/extremely/immensely detailed The book 
includes highly detailed colour illustrations.incredibly detailed (=extremely 
detailed) The spacecraft sent back some incredibly detailed images of the surface of 

Mars.minutely/meticulously detailed (=very carefully done and containing a lot of 
small details) Her paintings are minutely detailed and you can see every leaf on the 
trees.finely/exquisitely detailed (=very beautiful because you can see a lot of small 

details) The carving is exquisitely detailed.richly detailed (=with many interesting 
details) She gives a richly detailed account of her life in Paris.sufficiently detailed The 
recipes are sufficiently detailed to allow even inexperienced chefs to use 

them.NOUNSdetailed information The guide gives detailed information about setting 
up a website.a detailed study/examination The scientists are doing a detailed 
study of the effects of climate change.detailed research/analysis The report contains 

a detailed analysis of the country’s economic situation.a detailed report They 
published a detailed report about their findings.a detailed 

description/account/record/picture of sth He gave the police a detailed 
description of his attacker. | Chapter three gives a detailed account of the events 
leading up to the war. | The book gives a detailed picture of life in Japan.a detailed 

plan/proposal The government has published detailed plans to cut emissions of 
greenhouse gases.detailed instructions He’s left detailed instructions on how to take 
care of the animals.a detailed knowledge The job requires a detailed knowledge of 

international law. 

deteriorate /dɪˈtɪəriəreɪt $ -ˈtɪr-/ verb  to become worseADVERBSdeteriorate 

rapidly/suddenly Ethel’s health deteriorated rapidly and she died soon 
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afterwards.deteriorate sharply/dramatically (=suddenly and a lot) The situation in 

the country has deteriorated sharply since yesterday.THESAURUS: 

deteriorateget worseto become worse. Get worse is less formal and more 

common than deteriorate in everyday English:My eyesight seems to be getting  

worse. | He’s never been well-behaved, but he’s getting even worse.go downto  

become gradually worse – used especially about the standard of something:The hotel’s  

gone down since its management changed. | Nick’s teachers say that his work has  

gone down recently.go downhillto become much worse and be in a very bad 

condition, especially after a particular time or event:During the recession the business  

began to go downhill. | Her health went downhill rapidly after  

Christmas.decline especially writtento become gradually worse – used especially about  

standards of living, education, health etc:After the war, the standard of living  

declined. | Over the years, the standard of public transport has declined 

considerably.degenerate formalto become worse, or to become something bad 

instead of something good:Relations between the two countries have 

degenerated. | The debate degenerated into an argument between the two 

sides.escalateto become much worse very quickly – used especially about fighting,  

violence, or a bad situation:Further violence could escalate into a full-scale armed 

conflict. | The political crisis escalated.spiral out of controlto become worse in a way 

that cannot be controlled and is extremely serious and worrying:Police say that the 

violence has spiralled out of control. | Scientists are worried that global warming could  

soon spiral out of control. | Costs have been spiralling out of control.  

determination /dɪˌtɜːməˈneɪʃən, dɪˌtɜːmɪˈneɪʃən $ -ɜːr-/ noun  the quality of 

trying to do something even when it is difficultADJECTIVESgreat determination She 
showed great determination to succeed.sheer determination (=nothing except great 
determination) He had survived by sheer determination.fierce 

determination (=involving strong feelings) They fought with fierce 
determination.dogged/steely/grim/gritty determination (=very strong 
determination) As a politician she was known for her dogged determination.single-

minded determination (=having one clear aim and working very hard to achieve 
it) She tackled every task with the same single-minded determination.ruthless 
determination (=that involves not caring about hurting other people) His ruthless 

determination took him to the top, but it also made him many enemies.VERBShave ... 
determination To become a professional musician, you need to have a lot 
of determination.show determination also demonstrate 

determination formal Yuri shows great determination to learn English.sth requires 
determination Success requires hard work and determination.express your 

determination to do sth He made a speech expressing his determination to rebuild 
the economy.underline your determination to do sth (=emphasize it) The prime 
minister underlined his determination to keep inflation under 

control.PREPOSITIONSwith determination He gripped the rope with grim 

determination.THESAURUS: determinationwillpowerthe ability to control your  
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mind and body in order to achieve something you have decided to do:It takes a lot of  

willpower to give up smoking. | She made herself get better by sheer willpower, when 

everyone else had given up hope (=using only your willpower).drivethe determination  

and energy to succeed, especially in business or work:We’re looking for young people  

who have drive, initiative, and new ideas. | He’s clever enough, but he lacks  

drive.resolve formala strong determination to succeed in doing something, especially  

because you are sure that it is a good thing to do:The poverty she saw 

there strengthened her resolve to do something to help (=made her even more 

determined). | The success of a military enterprise depends partly on the resolve of its  

leaders.perseverancethe ability to continue trying to achieve something over a long 

period in a patient way, even when this is difficult:Reaching this standard of musical  

skill requires incredible perseverance. | A good teacher should have imagination and 

perseverance.ruthlessnessthe quality of being extremely determined to achieve what  

you want, and not caring if you have to hurt other people to do it:He was a man who 

pursued his aims with complete ruthlessness. | The revolt was suppressed with total  

ruthlessness.tenacity formalthe determination to never stop trying to do something,  

especially when other people try to stop you:He clung to power with remarkable  

tenacity. | When fighting cancer, Tsongas showed the same tenacity he displayed in  

politics.  

determined /dɪˈtɜːmənd, dɪˈtɜːmɪnd $ -ɜːr-/ adjective  having a strong desire to 

do something and not letting anyone or anything stop you from doing itNOUNSa 

determined man/woman/character My mother was a very determined woman and 
she wasn’t going to let her illness prevent her from attending the wedding. | Always 
a determined character, he gave up alcohol and smoking at the same time.a 

determined effort/attempt/bid George made a determined effort to get a job.a 
determined campaign There was a determined campaign to protect the forest.a 
determined attack The rebels launched a determined attack on the town.determined 

opposition/resistance Leopold 's plan soon ran into determined opposition and he 
was forced to abandon it.a determined mood The team started the game in 
a determined mood.a determined look/expression He walked into the office with 

a determined look on his face.ADVERBSabsolutely determined Paul is absolutely 
determined to win.fiercely determined She was fiercely determined to be financially 
independent from her husband.grimly determined (=serious and 

determined) Nathan’s expression was grimly determined.THESAURUS: 

determinedstubbornrefusal | resistance | determination | pride | insistence 

| man | child | streakYou use stubborn when you think someone is being  

unreasonable, because they refuse to listen to other people and change what they are 

doing. You can also use stubborn when you admire someone because they refuse to  

give up, in spite of all the difficulties they face:Her stubborn refusal to admit the truth  

irritated me. | The defenders put up stubborn resistance. | Ella was treating me like  

a stubborn child. | Hutchings had a stubborn streak and he refused to be rushed into  
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making a decision (=he had a stubborn character). | I wish you would stop being so 

stubborn!single-

mindeddetermination | pursuit | devotion | dedication | obsession | commitme

nt | attitude | approachworking very hard in order to achieve one particular thing,  

and thinking that everything else is much less important:He tackled the task  

with single-minded determination. | The single-minded pursuit of profits is likely to be 

harmful to the public interest. | He was very single-minded about his  

career.toughnegotiator | businessman | businesswoman | leaderhaving a strong 

character and determined to succeed, even in difficult situations:He is known as  

a tough negotiator. | Calder was a tough businessman who didn’t believe in being nice  

to people. | In competitive sports, you need to be mentally tough as well as  

physically fit.firmleadership | management | voice | gripshowing by your  

behaviour that you are determined not to change your mind, especially when you are 

telling someone what to do:What this country needs is firm leadership. | The whole 

system requires firm management from the top. | Use a firm voice when issuing  

instructions. | He has a firm grip on power (=he is determined to keep it). | You have 

to be firm with young children. | I always try to be firm but  

fair.resolute formalaction | opposition | leadership | determination | defenceve

ry determined and refusing to change your opinions or change what you are doing,  

especially because you believe firmly that you are right:The government must  

take resolute action to tackle this problem. | China expressed its resolute opposition to  

the proposal. | They remained resolute in spite of the terrorist  

threat.tenacious formalefforts | hold | grip | beliefdetermined and refusing to give 

up:Thanks to their tenacious efforts the building was saved from the fire. | The doctors  

were amazed at her tenacious hold on life. | He is tenacious in fighting for the rights  

of his  

members.doggeddetermination | persistence | refusal | resistance | insistence 

| pursuitdogged behaviour shows that you are very determined and will not give up,  

over a long period of time:I admired him for his dogged determination to learn the 

language. | With dogged persistence, she eventually gained access to the 

records. Dogged is only used before a  

noun. persistentefforts | attempts | offender | criticsomeone who is persistent  

keeps trying to do something or keeps asking something:The scheme was set up 

mainly because of Wilson’s persistent efforts. | Despite persistent attempts the singer  

has never won an award. | Persistent offenders will receive severe 

punishments (=people who keep committing crime). | He is one of the government’s  

most persistent critics. | The journalist was very persistent and he refused to leave 

until he got an  



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [591] 

answer.ruthlessdictator | leader | determination | efficiency | ambition | streak

extremely determined to get what you want, and not caring if you harm other  

people:Stalin was a ruthless dictator, responsible for the deaths of millions. | He 

carried out the task with ruthless efficiency. | She was driven by ruthless ambition to  

become the biggest star in the world. | She was completely ruthless in her approach  

to management.feistywoman | heroine | kiddetermined and energetic, and not  

afraid to say what you think and argue with people:The group is led by a feisty 65-

year-old woman. | Fonda plays the feisty heroine of the film. | He is a feisty kid with a  

mind of his own.strong-willedalways very determined to do what you want to do,  

even if other people think it is not a good idea to do it:Young children are often very  

strong-willed and will make a fuss if they don’t get what they want. | My grandmother  

was a strong-willed and ambitious woman.headstrongdetermined to do what you 

want, without listening to other people’s advice or thinking about the results of your  

actions – used especially about young people:He had many arguments with his  

headstrong young daughter about her behaviour. | Her brother was headstrong and 

impulsive, and always went out whenever and wherever he liked.  

deterrent /dɪˈterənt $ -ˈtɜːr-/ noun  something that makes someone less likely 

to do something, by making them realize it will be difficult or have bad 

resultsADJECTIVESa good/effective/powerful deterrent Street cameras have been 
shown to be a powerful deterrent against crime.a real/significant deterrent Burglar 
alarms are a real deterrent to thieves.a major/great deterrent The high degree of 

risk is a major deterrent to investors.the ultimate deterrent The death penalty is 
the ultimate deterrent.a sufficient deterrent (=enough of a deterrent) Is the cost of 
cigarettes a sufficient deterrent to teenage smoking?a general deterrent The threat of 

prison may act as a general deterrent.a nuclear deterrent (=nuclear weapons, which 
are kept in order to stop other countries attacking your country) The prime minister has 
said that there will be no reduction in Britain’s nuclear deterrent.an ineffective 

deterrent Extreme punishment is an ineffective deterrent to truly violent 
criminals.VERBSact as/be a deterrent also serve as a deterrent more formal The 
small fines for this type of crime do not act as much of a deterrent.provide a 

deterrent Experts do not agree about whether the death 
penalty provides a deterrent.be intended as a deterrent Speed cameras are intended 
as a deterrent against speeding to improve road safety.deterrent + NOUNSa deterrent 

effect There is no hard evidence that proves the death penalty has a deterrent 
effect on criminal violence.the deterrent power/value of sth World war may be 
prevented by the deterrent power of nuclear weapons.a deterrent sentence There are 

some cases where courts are justified in imposing a deterrent sentence.PREPOSITIONSa 
deterrent against sth/sb Window locks are a cheap and effective deterrent 
against thieves.a deterrent to sth/sb Is capital punishment a deterrent to murder?a 

deterrent for sb The study demonstrated that longer prison sentences can be 
a deterrent for some offenders. 

detrimental adjective  THESAURUS > bad (1) 

devastated adjective  THESAURUS > sad (1) 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [592] 

develop /dɪˈveləp/ verb  to grow or change into something bigger, stronger, or 

more advanced, or to make someone or something do thisADVERBSdevelop 
rapidly/quickly Vietnam’s economy has been developing quite rapidly.develop sth 
further If you want to develop your talents further, you should consider going to art 

college.fully developed Once the product is fully developed, he hopes to find more 
investors. | Fully developed young bears can weigh up to 350 kilograms.highly 
developed Japan’s electronics and automobile industries are highly developed. | Cats 

have a highly developed sense of smell.recently/newly developed Tests on newly 
developed drugs can take several years.develop + NOUNSdevelop a plan/strategy We 
had to develop a strategy that could handle the rapidly changing situation.develop a 

system Staff at the hospital developed a system for sharing information.develop a 
product The company will have to develop new products to stay competitive.develop 
an idea Watching the programme helped us to develop ideas for our own 

house.develop your skills These lessons help young children develop their 
reading skills.NOUNS + developa friendship/relationship 
develops Our relationship first began to develop when we were at college.technology 

develops Some people believe that as technology develops, cars will become less 
damaging to the environment.PREPOSITIONSdevelop into sth Chicago developed 

into a big city in the late 1800s.develop from sth Isn’t it amazing that a tree develops 

from a small seed?THESAURUS: develop→ make (1)  

developing /dɪˈveləpɪŋ/ adjective  THESAURUS > poor (1) 

development /dɪˈveləpmənt/ noun  1. the process of increasing business, 

trade, and industrial activityADJECTIVESeconomic/industrial development The US 
has been keen to encourage economic development in Egypt.business/trade 

development The organization promotes trade development in Asia.regional 
development (=of particular regions of a country or area) The area received European 
Union funding for regional development.sustainable development (=that is able to 

continue without damaging the environment) There should be more emphasis 
on sustainable development.overseas development (=in other countries, especially 
poor ones) The Overseas Development Minister announced a £7 million emergency aid 

programme for Somalia.VERBSsupport/assist/further development They want the 
Arts Council to support the development of the European film 
industry.encourage/promote development (=help it) Projects which could 

have encouraged economic development have been abandoned.facilitate 
development formal (=make development easier) Making loans to small businesses 
would facilitate the development of the local economy.stimulate 

development (=actively help it grow) We are looking at measures 
to stimulate economic development and create jobs.development + NOUNSa 
development plan/project/programme The region receives aid from the United 

Nations Development Programme.development work (=the work of helping 
development in poor areas) The development work can only continue if we get more 
funds.a development grant (=money, usually from a government, to help 

development) Blackpool Pleasure Beach received a large development grant from the 
English Tourist Board.development aid (=money given to help development in poor 
areas) The region has received huge amounts of development aid from the European 

Union.a development agency (=an organization that aims to help development in 
poor areas) international development agencies2. the process of gradually improving or 
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becoming more advancedADJECTIVES/NOUNS + developmenthuman 

development Forming strong family bonds is vital for human development.child 
development (=from being a small baby to becoming a young adult) We can observe 

stages of child development by simply watching children at play.language 
development Language development is a gradual process that begins at 
birth.personal development (=in your personal life or in your job) Activities such as 

music and sport are an important part of students’ personal development.career 
development Are there good opportunities for career development within your 
company?professional development (=in a professional job) The school is committed 

to providing continuing professional development for all staff.skills 
development These exercises are aimed at vocabulary expansion and skills 
development.VERBSpromote/encourage development (=help it) The government is 

keen to promote the development of IT skills.hinder/impede/inhibit 
development (=make it difficult) We want to remove the barriers 
that hinder language development.influence development (=affect its progress) We 

studied the main factors influencing adolescent development.PREPOSITIONSthe 
development of sb/sth The test allows us to check the development of each 
student’s writing skills. 

device AC /dɪˈvaɪs/ noun  1. a machine or tool that does a special 

jobADJECTIVESa simple device He invented a simple device for chopping onions.a 
labour-saving device BrE a labor-saving device AmE (=one that reduces the 

amount of work you have to do) Most households have labour-saving devices like 
washing machines and vacuum cleaners these days.a clever/ingenious 
device This clever little device rings to tell you where you left your keys.an electronic 

device (=something such as a computer) The shops are always full of new electronic 
devices.a mechanical device (=a machine or piece of equipment that is powered by 
an engine or by electricity) One day it may be possible to replace a human heart with 

a mechanical device.a handheld device (=a small electronic device that you hold in 
your hand) This new handheld device for playing electronic games is very popular.a 
mobile device (=an electronic device that is small enough to carry around with 

you) They make chips for personal computers, mobile devices and video game 
systems.a medical device All new medical devices have to be approved before they 
can be used in a hospital.NOUNS + devicea security device (=that protects against 

crime) Modern cars have better security devices, making them much harder to steal.a 
safety device (=that keeps you safe) The accident happened because a simple safety 
device wasn’t properly fitted.a storage device (=a thing that stores information so 

that you can use it on a computer) You may need an additional storage device if you 
have a lot of data.VERBSbe fitted with a device From 2010, all new cars had to 
be fitted with this safety device.make a device The company makes a device that can 

detect carbon monoxide.develop a device (=design and make it) Dr Stone 
has developed a hand-held device which can measure blood pressure.use a 
device People who have used the device are generally happy with the 

results.PREPOSITIONSa device for doing sth The ships are fitted with a device 

for detecting submarines.THESAURUS: device→ machine2. a 

bombADJECTIVES/NOUNS + devicean explosive device The explosive device was left 
at a bus stop close to a crowded marketplace.a nuclear/atomic device The country 
had tested a nuclear device.an incendiary device (=that contains a substance which 
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burns) Terrorists planted an incendiary device under his car.VERBSplant a 

device (=put it somewhere to explode) No group has admitted responsibility 
for planting the device.set off a device She set off an explosive device as she walked 

towards the police checkpoint.test a device India tested a nuclear device in 1974.a 
device goes off/explodes One device went off and another was defused. 

devious /ˈdiːviəs/ adjective  THESAURUS > dishonest 

devise /dɪˈvaɪz/ verb  to plan or invent a new way of doing 

somethingNOUNSdevise a method/way We have devised a way to improve quality 
and reduce costs.devise a means (=think of a way) We need to devise a means of 
getting aid to the most remote villages.devise a system How do 

you devise a system of testing students that is completely fair?devise a 
plan/scheme Together they devised a plan to escape.devise a strategy (=plan a 
series of actions for achieving something) The region is keen to devise a strategy to 

develop tourism.devise a solution No one has yet devised a long-term solution to the 
problem.devise a programme BrE devise a program AmE Your trainer will devise an 
exercise programme for you to follow.devise an experiment/test He devised a series 

of experiments to test his theory.THESAURUS: devise→ invent 

devoted AC /dɪˈvəʊtəd, dɪˈvəʊtɪd $ -ˈvoʊ-/ adjective  giving someone or 

something a lot of love and attentionADVERBScompletely/utterly/absolutely 
devoted The researchers are absolutely devoted to their work.passionately 
devoted He loves soccer and is passionately devoted to the game.NOUNSa devoted 

husband/wife She was a devoted wife who had spent her lifetime taking care of her 
husband.a devoted father/mother He was the devoted father of three young 
children.a devoted fan Devoted fans of the singer regularly travel hundreds of miles to 

see her perform.a devoted following (=a loyal group of fans) The band has gained 
a devoted following since the release of their first CD last year.a devoted follower He 
became a devoted follower of Buddhism.PREPOSITIONSdevoted to sb David is devoted 

to his wife and children. 

devotion AC /dɪˈvəʊʃən $ -ˈvoʊ-/ noun  great love or loyalty, which shows that 

you care about someone or something a lotADJECTIVESgreat/deep devotion Shah 
Jahan showed his great devotion to his wife by building a great palace in her 

honour.total/complete devotion The monks lead a life of total devotion to 
God.lifelong devotion She received an award for her lifelong devotion to her 

work.undying devotion (=someone never stops being devoted to someone or 
something) I remember his undying devotion to his students.selfless 
devotion (=great devotion that shows you care about other people more than 

yourself) Churchill was famous for his selfless devotion to his country.fanatical 
devotion (=very strong devotion, which makes you do crazy things) The band 
inspire fanatical devotion amongst their followers.blind devotion especially 

disapproving (=devotion without thinking about whether this is the right thing to 
do) The leader expected his followers to show blind devotion toward him.religious 
devotion Praying is an act of religious devotion.VERBSshow your devotion He shows 

his devotion to his religion by praying every day.inspire devotion (=make people feel 
devotion) There are few leaders today who inspire as much devotion as Nelson 
Mandela.PREPOSITIONSdevotion to sb/sth a mother’s devotion to her 

childrenPHRASESan act of devotion Taking care of her husband was an act of 
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devotion.an object of devotion The cross is an object of devotion in the Christian 

religion.devotion to duty/your work/a cause He was praised for his devotion 
to duty. 

devout /dɪˈvaʊt/ adjective  THESAURUS > religious (2) 

diagnosis /ˌdaɪəɡˈnəʊsəs, ˌdaɪəɡˈnəʊsɪs $ -ˈnoʊ-/ noun  a statement saying what 

medical condition or disease someone has, or the process of discovering what is wrong 
with someone by examining them closelyADJECTIVESa correct/accurate diagnosis It 

is impossible to make an accurate diagnosis without a thorough examination.an 
incorrect/wrong diagnosis The doctors apparently made an incorrect diagnosis.an 
early diagnosis (=at an early stage of a disease) Successful treatment is dependent 

on early diagnosis.a positive diagnosis (=saying that a disease is present) Following 
a positive diagnosis, she was admitted to the hospital for treatment.a definite/firm 
diagnosis (=that doctors are sure is correct) With this disease it can be very difficult to 

make a firm diagnosis.a medical/clinical diagnosis Computer-based systems are 
being used in medical diagnosis. | Pneumonia is the most common clinical diagnosis of 
these symptoms.a final diagnosis (=after a series of examinations or tests) It took 

several weeks of tests to arrive a final diagnosis of his condition.VERBSmake a 
diagnosis The doctor examined him before making her diagnosis. | An 
exact diagnosis can only be made by obtaining a blood sample.arrive at/reach a 

diagnosis (=find out the reason why someone is ill) It is important to arrive 
at a diagnosis and begin treatment as soon as possible.give (sb) a diagnosis They 
will give me a diagnosis when they get the scan results.confirm a diagnosis (=show 

that it is definitely true) The blood tests confirmed the diagnosis.PREPOSITIONSa 
diagnosis of cancer/epilepsy/AIDS etc It may take months or even years to arrive 
at a diagnosis of Alzheimer’s disease. 

diagram /ˈdaɪəɡræm/ noun  a simple drawing or plan that shows what 

something is like or how something worksADJECTIVESa simple diagram The whole 
process can be summarized in a simple diagram.a rough diagram The teacher drew 

a rough diagram of a molecule.a detailed diagram On page 14 there is a detailed 
diagram of the human eye.NOUNS + diagrama flow diagram (=a diagram that shows 
the different stages of a process or system) On the next page is a flow diagram of the 

US economy.a circuit/wiring diagram (=a drawing of an electric circuit) A circuit 
diagram is useful for understanding how an electric circuit works.VERBSa diagram 
shows/illustrates/represents sth This diagram shows how this process works.draw 

a diagram He drew a quick diagram to explain how the parts of the system were 
connected with each other.see diagram The plant uses sunlight to make energy (see 
diagram on page 268).ADVERBSthe diagram above/below The diagram 

below illustrates the life cycle of a butterfly. 

dialogue also dialog AmE /ˈdaɪəlɒɡ $ -lɒːɡ, -lɑːɡ/ noun  a discussion between 

two groups or countriesADJECTIVESpolitical dialogue Only political dialogue can bring 

an end to the crisis.peaceful dialogue The Chinese president wants to settle the 
dispute through peaceful dialog.open dialogue (=a dialogue in which people are free 
to say what they want) Staff meetings aim to encourage open dialogue and the sharing 

of ideas.constructive dialogue (=dialogue in which you are trying to reach an 
agreement about something, not just criticizing each other) The government said that it 
was involved in a constructive dialog with the US.direct dialogue Ministers refused to 

enter into direct dialogue with the terrorists.VERBShave a dialogue The 
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leaders had a dialogue about relations between their countries.be engaged/involved 

in a dialogue formal (=be having a dialogue) The parties are currently engaged in 
a political dialog.start/open a dialogue The union says it wants to start a 

dialogue with the management.enter into/establish a dialogue formal (=start a 
dialogue) The United States entered into a dialog with Russia about nuclear 
weapons. | China agreed to establish a dialogue with Japan concerning trade between 

the two countries.engage in a dialogue formal (=take part in a dialogue) The artist 
was happy to engage in a dialogue about her work.maintain a dialogue The two 
countries are keen to maintain a dialog with each other.encourage/promote 

dialogue He hopes to encourage dialogue between parents and their 
children.PREPOSITIONSa dialogue with sb Pakistan has restarted a dialogue 
with China.a dialogue between sb There is little prospect of dialogue between the 

government and the rebels.a dialogue about sth The two countries were continuing 
a dialogue about trade.through dialogue (=by discussion) The dispute should be 
settled through dialogue. 

diary /ˈdaɪəri $ ˈdaɪri/ noun  a book in which you write down the things that 

happen to you each dayVERBSkeep/write a diary (=write regularly in a diary) While I 
was travelling, I kept a diary every day.write (sth) in your diary He wrote 

in his diary that he was planning to visit her.record sth in your diary also note sth in 
your diary James Alvin recorded the incident in his diary.read a diary I wish my sister 
would let me read her diary.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + diarysb’s personal/private 

diary She later agreed to the publication of parts of her personal diary.a detailed 
diary For years she had kept a detailed diary.a daily/weekly diary Clarke kept 
a daily diary of life in San Francisco.a travel diary His travel diary makes fascinating 

reading.a secret diary He found his girlfriend’s secret diary.diary + NOUNSa diary 
entry (=a piece of writing in a diary) His last diary entry was on June 14th.a diary 
extract/excerpt (=a short part of a diary entry) A newspaper printed diary extracts in 

which he called the president ‘arrogant’.PREPOSITIONSin a diary He 

records in his diary his arrival in New York as a young man.THESAURUS: 

diaryjournala diary, especially one written by a famous or important person:In the 

1837 journal, Darwin gives an account of his voyage to South America. | Her book 

draws on letters, diaries, journals, and historical sources.memoirsa written record of  

the important events and people in your life which you write in order to publish –  

especially one that is written by a famous or important person such as a politician or a  

military leader:A lot of politicians think about writing their memoirs. | The book was  

titled ‘The Memoirs of a President’.bloga diary that someone puts on a website, which  

is a record of their activities, experiences, and opinions, with the latest information  

always at the top. On some blogs, readers can leave comments:I tried to keep a  

regular blog while I was travelling. | I came across a great post on a blog I read 

recently (=a message on a blog).log/log bookan official record of events, especially  

on a journey in a ship or plane:He wrote in the ship’s log: ‘The storm has now 

ceased.’ | The captain had made a few notes in the log book.  

die /daɪ/ verb  to stop living and become deadADVERBSdie suddenly Jack died 

suddenly of a heart attack.die instantly (=as soon as an accident, injury etc 
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happens) He was shot in the head and died instantly.die peacefully (=calmly and 

without pain) My grandmother died peacefully in her sleep.die tragically His wife 
had died tragically in an accident.die young They had seven children and three of 

them died young.die alone It’s very sad to think of someone dying alone in 
hospital. | He was terrified of being single all his life and dying alone.die 
unmarried He died unmarried in 1922.die penniless (=without any money) Van 

Gogh died penniless, but his paintings were later worth millions.PREPOSITIONSdie 
of/from sth His mother died of cancer. | Too many people in the world are dying 
from preventable illnesses.die in a fire/crash/fall etc Her father died in a car crash 

when she was only ten.die for your country/beliefs/principles etc (=be killed while 
fighting to defend something) Would you be willing to die for your beliefs?PHRASESdie 
aged 35/50 etc Her father died aged 84.die in your sleep We would all prefer 

to die peacefully in our sleep.die in suspicious/mysterious circumstances (=used 
to say that someone may have been killed) He got involved with drugs and died in 
mysterious circumstances.die from natural causes (=not because of being killed by 

someone else) The coroner concluded that Wilks had died from natural causes.die a 
sudden/violent/slow etc death At the end of the play, the main character dies a 
violent death.die a hero/a rich man etc He died a hero on the battlefield.die in 

childbirth (=giving birth to a baby) In the 19th century, it was fairly common for 
women to die in childbirth.until/til the day I die (=for someone’s whole life) Their 
screams will haunt me until the day I die.sb’s dying wish (=someone’s last wish) It 

was my father’s dying wish to be buried with my mother.sb’s dying 
breath (=someone’s last breath, before they die) With her dying breath, she cursed 

the soldiers.THESAURUS: diepass awayto die – used when you want to avoid  

using the word ‘die’, in order to show respect or to avoid upsetting someone:His wife  

passed away six years ago.pass onto pass away – use this especially when you 

believe that the soul has a life after the death of the body:I’m sorry, Emily, but your  

mother has passed on.lose your lifeto be killed in a terrible event:Hundreds of people  

lost their lives when the ship overturned in a storm.perish literaryto die in a terrible  

event – used especially in literature and news reports:Five children perished before 

firefighters could put out the blaze.give your life/lay down your life formalto die in  

order to save someone, or because of something that you believe in:We honor the men 

and women who have given their lives in service of their country.drop dead informalto  

suddenly die, when people do not expect you to:One day, he came home from work  

and dropped dead of a heart attack.  

diet /ˈdaɪət/ noun  1. a plan of eating only certain foods, in order to lose weight 

or improve your healthPHRASESbe on a diet (=be only eating certain foods, in order to 
lose weight) She didn’t have a dessert because she was on a diet.Don’t say I’m doing a 

diet. Say I’m on a diet.go on a diet (=start eating less or only some types of food) I 
really ought to go on a diet.stick to a diet (=continue to follow a diet) Most people find 
it hard to stick to a diet.VERBSfollow a diet (=only eat certain types of food) You will 

feel better if you follow a low-fat diet.ADJECTIVESa strict diet (=in which you eat a 
very limited amount or range of food) She followed a strict diet for several weeks.a 
crash diet (=a very sudden and strict attempt to lose weight) It’s better to lose weight 

gradually than to go on a crash diet.a low-calorie/low-fat etc diet A low-calorie 
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diet should solve your weight problem.a starvation diet (=in which you eat very 

little) A starvation diet can have negative health effects.2. the kind of food that a 
person or animal eats each dayADJECTIVESa healthy/good diet A healthy 

diet includes plenty of fresh fruit and vegetables.a poor/unhealthy diet Diseases like 
this are caused by poor diet.a nutritious diet (=that provides you with the substances 
your body needs) The mothers provide a nutritious diet for their children.a balanced 

diet (=including all the types of food that people need) A balanced diet is important for 
a child’s development.a varied diet (=including many different foods) Provide your fish 
with a varied diet of worms, insects, and dried food.a sensible/proper diet Students 

don’t always eat a sensible diet.sb’s staple diet (=the food that a group of people or 
type of animal normally eats) For hundreds of years potatoes were their staple diet.a 
diet high/rich in sth (=which contains a lot of something) In the West many people 

eat a diet high in fat and salt.a vegetarian diet (=that does not include any meat or 
fish) A vegetarian diet is good for protecting against cancer and heart disease.a high-
fibre/high-protein etc diet A high-fibre diet is good for your health.a low-fat/low-

carbohydrate etc diet Low-carbohydrate diets can make you feel tired all the 
time.VERBSeat/have a diet People in Mediterranean areas generally have a very 
good diet.live/exist on a diet of sth The people lived on a diet of fish and rice.feed 

sb (on) a diet of sth Kids should not be fed a diet of hamburgers and sugary 
snacks.sb’s diet consists of sth Their diet consists mainly of wild fruit and 
shellfish.PREPOSITIONSin sb’s diet You should include more vegetables in your diet. 

 

differ /ˈdɪfə $ -ər/ verb  to be different from something in some 

wayADVERBSdiffer greatly/enormously/considerably Modern teaching 

methods differ greatly from those fifty years ago.differ 
slightly/somewhat Prices differ slightly from one shop to another.differ 
significantly/substantially (=in an important way) The second set of test results did 

not differ significantly from the first.differ widely (=used to say that there are many 
very different things) Opinions differ widely on the best approach to the problem.differ 
sharply/noticeably/markedly/dramatically (=in a very noticeable 

way) Opportunities for women differed markedly from those enjoyed by men.differ 
radically/fundamentally (=in a very basic and important way) The new car differed 
radically from the earlier model. | These paintings differed fundamentally from his 

earlier work.differ little (=not much) The system differs very little from state to 
state.PREPOSITIONSdiffer from sb/sth People differ from one another in their ability 
to handle stress.differ between places/people etc Business practices differ 

between countries.differ in sth They differ in their views on 
religion.PHRASESopinions/views differ Opinions differ greatly as to whether the 
government’s strategy will work. | Experts have differing views on the subject. 

difference /ˈdɪfərəns/ noun  a way in which two or more people or things are 

not like each otherADJECTIVES/NOUNS + differencea big/great/huge/enormous etc 
difference There is a big difference between a musical and a Shakespeare play.the 

main difference The main difference between African and Asian elephants is the size 
of the ears.an important/key/significant/crucial difference A study of the two 
groups of students showed a significant difference.a 

considerable/major/substantial difference He points out two major 
differences. | There may be a considerable difference in size between the oldest and the 
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youngest chicks.a slight/small/minor difference There’s only a slight 

difference between the male and the female bird.the only difference The only 
difference is that this apartment has two bedrooms, not one.a real difference Voters 

believe there is no real difference between the parties.an obvious/clear/noticeable 
difference One obvious difference between these systems is their size.a 
marked/striking/dramatic difference (=very noticeable) There was a marked 

difference between the two sets of results.a subtle difference (=not 
obvious) There’s a subtle difference in flavour between these coffees.an 
essential/fundamental/basic difference The fundamental differences between the 

two sides slowly emerged.the age/price/temperature etc difference Despite the 
big age difference, they fell in love.individual differences (=between one person and 
another) We respect the children’s individual differences.cultural/political 

differences The book examines cultural differences between the East and the 
West.national/regional differences (=between different countries or areas) It is vital 
for a businessman to have an understanding of national differences.class 

differences (=between different classes of society) People’s answers to the questions 
showed clear class differences.sex/gender differences (=between men and 
women) They studied gender differences in levels of criminality.VERBSnotice a 

difference She has noticed a dramatic difference in her energy levels.spot the 
difference (=see the difference) It’s easy to spot the difference between real and 
imitation leather.can tell/see the difference (=can recognize how two things are 

different) I can’t really see the difference between these two colours.know the 
difference (=know how two things are different) If you don’t know the 
difference between two words, your dictionary can help.show a difference Our 

data showed considerable national differences.highlight/emphasize a 
difference (=make it noticeable or draw attention to it) The report also highlighted the 
difference in attitudes between men and women.explain the difference (=help 

someone understand it, or be a reason for it) Can you explain the difference between 
psychiatry and psychology? | The difference is explained by the fact that wealthier 
people tend to eat healthier food.a difference emerges (=becomes 

noticeable) Differences are now emerging between graduates of different 
universities.PREPOSITIONSa difference between sth and sth There are 
many differences between British English and American English.a difference in 

age/price/quality etc There is little difference in price between these two 
cars.PHRASESthere is a world of difference (=there is a very big 
difference) There’s a world of difference between being alone and being 

lonely.THESAURUS: differencecontrasta very clear difference that you can 

easily see when you compare two things or people:What surprised me was the contrast  

between Picasso’s early style and his later work.gapa big difference between two 

amounts, two ages, or two groups of people:There’s a ten-year gap between Kay’s two 

children. | The gap between rich and poor is wider in the South than in the rest of the 

country. | The age gap between us didn’t seem to matter until we decided to have 

children.gulfa very big difference and lack of understanding between two groups of  

people, especially in their beliefs, opinions, and way of life:More riots led to a growing  

gulf between the police and the communities in which they worked. | The central  

problem was how to bridge the gulf between the warring factions of the 
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party.disparity formala big difference between two groups of people or things – use 

this especially when you think the difference is unfair or may cause problems:It is not  

easy to explain the disparity that still exists between the salaries of men and 

women. | The disparity in wealth between the highest and the lowest employees has  

grown in recent years, with top managers awarding themselves huge pay 

increases. | The economic disparity between the area’s black and white citizens is a  

serious problem.  

different /ˈdɪfərənt/ adjective  not like something or someone else, or not like 

beforeADVERBScompletely/totally/entirely different From now on, Tess’s life was 
to be completely different.slightly different/a little different They decided to use a 

slightly different approach.rather/somewhat different In New Zealand for example, 
the situation is somewhat different.fundamentally/radically different (=extremely 
different in very basic ways) Their world was radically different from ours.significantly 

different (=very different in an important and noticeable way) The results from the 
two groups of patients were significantly different.refreshingly different North Africa 
offers a fascinating and refreshingly different style of holiday.NOUNSa different 

way/approach/method Women are treated in a different way from men.a different 
kind/type/sort of sth Obama promised that he would be a different kind of leader.a 

different view/perspective/outlook Other scientists take a different view.a 
different world My parents seemed to live in a different world.a different 
person When she came back from college, she was a different person.a different 

direction/angle He approaches the subject from a different angle.a different 
colour/taste/smell Her left eye is a slightly different colour.PREPOSITIONSdifferent 
from sb/sth Health care is different from producing cars or selling food.different 

than sb/sth especially AmE Boys are often different than girls. GrammarIn spoken  

British English, you will also sometimes hear people say different to. In written  

English it is better to use different from or different than. PHRASESbe no 

different (=not different in any way) He is no different than any other pop 

star.THESAURUS: differentuniquevery different, special, or unusual and the 

only one of its kind:The book is certainly very rare, and possibly unique. | the unique 

wildlife of the Galapagos Islands Don’t use words such  

as very or extremely before unique. distinctivehaving a special feature or  

appearance that makes something different from other things, and makes it easy to  

recognize:Male birds have distinctive blue and yellow markings.unlikecompletely  

different from a particular person or thing:In Britain, unlike the United States, the 

government provides free health care for everyone.dissimilar formalnot the same as  

something else:These four politically dissimilar states have all signed a treaty of  

friendship and cooperation.have nothing in commonif two people have nothing in  

common, they do not have the same interests or opinions and therefore cannot form a 

friendly relationship:Apart from the fact that we went to the same school, we have 
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absolutely nothing in common. | I discovered that we had a lot in common - we grew 

up in the same town.there’s no/little resemblanceused when saying that two 

people or things seem very different:There’s no resemblance between the two sisters  

at all. | The final product bore no resemblance to the original proposal (=it was very  

different).ANTONYMS → same 

difficult /ˈdɪfɪkəlt/ adjective  hard to do, understand, or deal withNOUNSa 

difficult job/task Peter had the difficult task of judging the competition.a difficult 

question There were some difficult questions in the test.a difficult 
situation/position The country is in a difficult economic situation.difficult 
circumstances/conditions Staff are doing a good job in difficult circumstances.a 

difficult problem/issue Anti-social behaviour is a difficult problem for the police to 
deal with.a difficult decision/choice The government is facing some difficult 
decisions.a difficult time/period/day/year Gina has had a difficult time recently – 

she has just lost her job.a difficult person/man/child etc Joe was a very difficult 
man to live with.difficult words/language Lawyers tend to use a lot of long 
and difficult words.ADVERBSextremely/incredibly/extraordinarily difficult The past 

week has been an incredibly difficult time.fiendishly difficult (=used to emphasize 
that something is difficult) This piece of music is fiendishly difficult to play.increasingly 

difficult/more and more difficult As the disease develops, walking 
becomes increasingly difficult.notoriously difficult (=in a way that many people know 
about) Mountain weather is notoriously difficult to predict.doubly difficult (=much 

more difficult than usual) If you have sensitive skin, finding suitable skin products can 
be doubly difficult.VERBSmake sth difficult Shortages of food during the war made life 
very difficult.find sth difficult He’s finding it difficult to get a job.prove difficult (=be 

difficult) The task was proving more difficult than she had imagined.become/get 
difficult When things get difficult, I know I can always ask him for help.look 
difficult The puzzle looks more difficult than it really is.PREPOSITIONSdifficult for 

sb Talking about personal problems is very difficult for many people.PHRASESit is 
difficult to understand/imagine It’s difficult to imagine what life was like in the 18th 
century.it is difficult to know/say/see It’s difficult to see how peace can be achieved 

in the region.THESAURUS: 

difficulthardjob | work | time | day | decision | choice | question | test | prob

lem | life | partdifficult:It’s a hard job and some of the drivers work seven days a  

week. | I was having a hard time finding a place at university. | We will have to make 

some hard decisions. | The test was really hard. | You can see from her face that she 

has had a hard life. | The hardest part is over. | It was hard to forgive him after what  

he had done. Hard or difficult?Hard is less formal than difficult and is very  

common in spoken English.If something is tiring and you have to use a lot of effort,  

you usually use hard rather than difficult: It was a hard race. It was a  

long hard climb to the summit.You say a difficult problem/issue or a difficult  

situation, not a ‘hard’  
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one. toughtime | decision | choice | question | game | challenge | competition

 | lifevery difficult, because you have to use a lot of effort, or because it affects you 

emotionally:James has had a tough time at home recently – his parents have just got  

divorced. | Doctors had to make tough decisions about who to treat first. | The team 

faces some tough 

competition. | Life is tough sometimes.demandingjob | task | work | schedule | da

ydifficult and tiring, because it takes a lot of effort:Being a nurse in a busy hospital is  

a demanding job. | He was exhausted after a busy and demanding day at work. | It  

can be very demanding bringing up young 

children.challengingtask | work | job | role | position | situationdifficult in an  

interesting or enjoyable way:This was a challenging task even for an experienced 

manager. | I wanted a job that was more challenging. | The course is meant to  

be intellectually challenging. You sometimes use challenging when you want to  

politely avoid using the word difficult: Some of the students can be  

rather challenging to  

teach. dauntingtask | prospect | challenge | problem | experienceif something  

seems daunting, you think that it will be difficult and you do not feel confident about  

being able to do it:We are faced with the daunting task of raising $5 million. | Your  

first solo performance may seem a daunting prospect (=an idea of something that will  

happen, which worries you). | The aim is to make a visit to the hospital less daunting  

for  

children.awkwardquestion | position | situation | problem | moment | silencerat

her difficult to deal with – used especially when something could be embarrassing:They  

started asking awkward questions about where the money had gone. | You’ve put me 

in a very awkward position. | There was an awkward moment during the meal when 

she asked him about his family. | It was getting dark and foggy, which made the 

rescue even more 

awkward.trickysituation | business | task | job | operation | question | subject |

 issue | problemdifficult because it is complicated and full of problems. Tricky is  

more informal than awkward and is used especially in spoken English:She had helped 

him out of a tricky situation. | Fixing up a curtain rail can be a tricky business (=a 

tricky job). | It was a tricky operation to move the barrels. | Then there is the tricky  

issue of who is going to pay for the wedding. | Merging the two companies was bound 

to be 

tricky.delicatebalance | matter | subject | issue | question | task | operation | p

rocess | situation | negotiationsneeding to be dealt with carefully or sensitively,  

especially in order to avoid offending people or causing problems:There is a delicate  
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balance between treating every student equally and rewarding those who do better. | I  

need to speak to you about a rather delicate matter. | The country is beginning  

the delicate task of maintaining peace. If something is difficult and needs a lot of time  

and effort, you say that it is an uphill battle/struggle/task: For a long time, it was  

an uphill struggle and we didn’t think we would succeed. If you are impressed that  

someone has done something very difficult, you say that it is no mean feat: Sailing  

across the Atlantic Ocean is no mean feat.You can also use negative sentences, and  

say that something is not easy: It’s not easy bringing up three children on your  

own. ANTONYMS → easy 

difficulty /ˈdɪfɪkəlti/ noun  a problem, or the situation of having a 

problemADJECTIVESgreat/considerable/enormous difficulty Many deaf children 
have great difficulty in learning to read. | They had considerable difficulties in getting 

funding for their research.a major/serious/severe difficulty Making sure the rules 
were obeyed remained a major difficulty.the main difficulty The main difficulty was in 
finding the right actor to play the title role.a real difficulty The real difficulty was 

finding suitably qualified staff.technical difficulties The flight was delayed due 
to technical difficulties.financial/economic difficulties The company is facing 
serious financial difficulties.practical difficulties It’s a great idea, but there will be a 

number of practical difficulties.breathing difficulties She was taken to hospital 
with breathing difficulties.marital difficulties (=in a marriage) You may need help in 
dealing with your marital difficulties.an insurmountable/insuperable 

difficulty formal (=one that you cannot deal with successfully) I do not think this 
difficulty is insuperable.VERBS + difficultyhave difficulties/difficulty Robbie 
was having difficulty with reading.face difficulties The hotel’s owners 

were facing financial difficulties.experience/encounter difficulties formal Graduates 
often experience considerable difficulties in getting their first job.run into/get into 
difficulties (=find yourself in a difficult situation) Three people were rescued from a 

boat that had got into difficulties.deal with/tackle a difficulty What is the best way 
to deal with this difficulty?overcome/resolve difficulties (=deal with them 
successfully) We are confident that we can overcome these difficulties.present/pose 

difficulties (=be something that is difficult to deal with) English spelling 
may present some difficulties for learners.cause/lead to difficulties Stress and worry 
both cause sleep difficulties.compound these/sb’s difficulties formal (=increase 

them) A reduction in funding would compound these difficulties.difficulty + 

VERBSdifficulties arise (=happen) The student should feel able to 
discuss difficulties as they arise.difficulties face sb (=exist for someone) He stressed 

the difficulties facing the government.the difficulty lies in sth (=used to say what the 
problem relates to) The difficulty lies in heating the fuel to a high enough 

temperature.PREPOSITIONSa difficulty with sth There are a couple of difficulties 
with this argument.with difficulty He heaved himself out of the chair with 
difficulty.without difficulty She found the hotel without difficulty.be in 

difficulty They help people who are in difficulty.PHRASESa lot of/a great deal of 
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difficulty I had a great deal of difficulty in hearing what they were saying.be fraught 

with difficulties (=involve a lot of them) The whole plan was fraught with 
difficulties.give rise to difficulties formal (=cause them) The stormy weather gave 

rise to difficulties for many of the competitors in the yacht race.the difficulties 
inherent in sth formal (=the difficulties that it always involves) The difficulties 
inherent in creating a successful television station are immense. 

dig /dɪɡ/ verb  to move earth, snow etc, or to make a hole in the ground, using a 

spade or your handsNOUNSdig a hole The turtles dig a small hole in the sand to bury 
their eggs.dig a tunnel/trench/ditch A tunnel had to be dug through the hillside for 
the railway.PREPOSITIONS/ADVERBSdig for sth (=try to find it by digging) The apes 

use sticks to dig for insects and roots.dig (sth) up (=remove it from earth etc by 
digging) Someone had dug up all the flowers in the garden.dig down Archaeologists 
dug down to uncover the original foundations of the temple.dig deep If you dig deep 

enough into the snow, you will find plants living underneath.THESAURUS: 

digmake a holeto dig a hole in the ground, using your hands or a tool:Make a hole  

just big enough for the plant’s roots.burrow /ˈbʌrəʊ $ ˈbɜːroʊ/if an animal burrows, it  

makes a hole or a passage in the ground by digging the earth with its feet, nose 

etc:The rabbits had burrowed a hole under the fence.plough BrE plow AmE /plaʊ/to  

turn over the soil using a machine or a tool pulled by animals, to prepare the soil for  

planting seeds:The farmers here still plough their fields using  

buffaloes.excavate /ˈekskəveɪt/ formalto dig a large hole in the ground, especially as a  

preparation for building something:The men began excavating the hole for the 

pool.boreto make a deep round hole in the ground using a special machine, especially  

in order to look for oil or water:Companies need a special licence to bore for oil.  

dignified /ˈdɪɡnəfaɪd, ˈdɪɡnɪfaɪd/ adjective  behaving in a calm and serious way, 

so that people respect youVERBSlook/sound dignified She looked very dignified in 
her uniform.remain dignified Her father remained calm and dignified throughout the 
trial.NOUNSa dignified man/woman/lady His grandfather was a dignified man who 

always wore a suit. | When she was given the news, the dignified old lady said, “Thank 
you.”a dignified figure She sat alone on the platform, a silent but dignified figure.a 
dignified manner/way The minister answered their questions in a dignified manner.a 

dignified silence The princess maintained a dignified silence and refused to speak to 
reporters.a dignified exit/departure (=leaving in a dignified way) He tried to make 
a dignified exit, but he fell over a chair.PHRASESquietly dignified Colin Firth gives 

a quietly dignified performance. 

dignity /ˈdɪɡnəti, ˈdɪɡnɪti/ noun  1. calm behaviour, even in difficult situations, 

which makes people respect youADJECTIVESgreat dignity He acted with great 

dignity throughout the crisis.quiet dignity Her quiet dignity impressed everyone.a 
certain dignity The refugees have a certain dignity about 
them.VERBSmaintain/retain/keep your dignity He managed to maintain his dignity, 

and refused to become angry or upset.show dignity She 
has shown remarkable dignity throughout this awful time.PREPOSITIONSwith 
dignity She faced her death with dignity.PHRASESan air of dignity (=a calm 
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appearance or way of behaving) He always had an air of dignity.2. the feeling that you 

deserve respect from other peopleADJECTIVEShuman dignity Respect for human 
dignity is one of our basic principles.VERBStreat sb with dignity All the prisoners 

are treated with dignity.lose your dignity Old people are often afraid 
of losing their dignity.respect sb’s dignity Every society should respect the dignity of 
the individual.die with dignity Patients should be allowed to die with 

dignity.recover/regain your dignity (=get it back) He got up off the floor and tried 
to recover his dignity.have your dignity We still have our dignity and self-
respect.give sb (a sense of) dignity Having a job gives people a sense 

of dignity.lend dignity to sth formal (=make people respect this position or 
occasion) They want someone who will lend dignity to the office of head of 
state.restore the dignity of sb/sth formal (=bring it back) The new government says 

it wants to restore the dignity of the nation.PHRASESa sense of dignity Being a 
grandmother gave her a sense of dignity.sth is beneath your dignity (=it is 
something that is for people who are less important than you) They do jobs that the 

local people think are beneath their dignity.a loss of dignity Patients fear the loss of 
dignity that may come with their illness.a shred of dignity (=a small amount of 
dignity) He took the last shred of dignity the woman had.be an affront to sb’s 

dignity formal (=be something that shows no respect for someone) His unpleasant 
remark is an affront to the dignity of every woman in this town.with your dignity 
intact (=you keep your feeling of dignity) I felt that I left the job with my dignity 

intact.with dignity and respect All employees should be treated with dignity and 
respect. 

dilemma /dəˈlemə, dɪˈlemə, daɪ-/ noun  a situation in which it is very difficult to 

decide what to do, because all the choices seem equally good or equally badVERBSface 
a dilemma also be faced with a dilemma Many women are faced 
with the dilemma of choosing between work and family.be in a dilemma/have a 

dilemma I’m in a dilemma about whether to accept their job 
offer.pose/create/present a dilemma (=exist and cause problems) The economic 
situation poses a dilemma for investors.put sb/place sb in a dilemma The 

disagreement between his advisers placed the president in a dilemma.resolve/solve a 
dilemma People often need help resolving their dilemmas.explain your 
dilemma (=talk about it) He explained his dilemma to me.ADJECTIVESa 

difficult/serious dilemma He was in a serious dilemma as he risked upsetting either 
his mother or his wife.a terrible dilemma Knowing that her son had committed a 
crime put her in a terrible dilemma.a moral/ethical dilemma Doctors face a moral 

dilemma over whether to prolong a suffering patient’s life.a legal/political 
dilemma My political dilemma was whether to support my party or stick to my 
principles.a personal dilemma The men had a personal dilemma over whether to join 

the strike.a painful dilemma (=a very difficult one) She had the painful dilemma of 
having to choose which friend to believe.a common/familiar dilemma (=one that a 
lot of people have) Deciding whether to put an elderly relative in a nursing home is 

a common dilemma.the central dilemma (=the main one) The country’s central 
dilemma is how to increase its own security without seeming to threaten its 
neighbours.PREPOSITIONSthe dilemma of sth The dilemma of having to choose was 

too much, so I bought them both.a dilemma over sth Parents are in a dilemma 
over which school to choose for their children.a dilemma about sth We face 
a dilemma about negotiating with terrorists in the interests of peace.a dilemma 
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between sth and sth He was faced with a dilemma between his religious beliefs and 

his professional duties.PHRASESa way out of a dilemma (=a way to solve it) There 
seemed to be no way out of the dilemma.a solution to a dilemma (=a way to solve 

it) One possible solution to the dilemma is to divide the money equally between them. 

dim /dɪm/ adjective  not very bright, or difficult to see because there is not much 

lightNOUNSa dim light The dim light made it difficult to read.dim lighting Dim 
lighting on stairs and in passageways can be dangerous.a dim glow I watched her 

standing in the dim glow of a street lamp.a dim shape/outline He could see a dim 
shape on the other side of the room. | They could see the dim outline of the church.a 
dim figure There was a dim figure standing next to his bed.PHRASESthe sky grew 

dim especially literary (=it became dark) The evening sky grew dim and the people 

returned to their homes.THESAURUS: dimfaintlight | glow/glimmer | stara 

faint light is not very bright, especially because it is a long distance away:In the 

distance I could see a faint light. | There was a faint glimmer of light from her  

window. | There was a faint glow on the horizon. | Above them there was a faint star in  

the night sky.weaklightweak light is not strong enough for you to see clearly:The 

frosted windows let in a weak light.palelight | moonlight | sunlight | glowpale light  

is not bright and has very little colour:The pale light of morning crept in through the 

window. | His white shirt gleamed in the pale moonlight. | The pale winter sunlight falls  

on stone farmhouses and walls. | There was a pale glow in the 

sky.poor/badlight | lightingpoor or bad light is not at all bright, so that you cannot  

see well enough to do things:The game was finally abandoned because of bad 

light. | Reading in poor light is very bad for the eyes. | Poor lighting makes the streets  

dangerous to cycle on at night.softlight | lighting | glowsoft light is pleasant and 

relaxing because it is not too bright:The antique furniture glowed in the soft  

light. | Soft lighting is used to create a feeling of relaxation. | He switched on the 

bedside lamp and the room was filled with a soft glow.lowlight | lightinglow light is  

rather dark for seeing or photographing things. Low lighting is not bright and gives a  

room a pleasant and relaxing feeling:Owls’ eyes are adapted for seeing in very low 

light. | Low lighting, lots of couches, and excellent music produce a great  

atmosphere.ANTONYMS → bright (1) 

dimension AC /daɪˈmenʃən, də-/ noun  a part of a situation or a quality involved 

in itADJECTIVESa new/different dimension Her experience will bring a new 

dimension to the team.an extra/added/additional dimension Add an extra 
dimension to your holiday by hiring a car.a social/political/cultural/historical 
dimension His writing has a strong political dimension.a moral/ethical 

dimension The book discusses the ethical dimension of genetic engineering.a spiritual 
dimension People need to have a spiritual dimension to their lives.a human 
dimension Statistics alone cannot show us the human dimension of the disaster.an 

international/global dimension Foreign players bring an international dimension to 
the English Premier League.a regional/local dimension The spending cuts have 
a regional dimension, affecting areas in the north most 

severely.VERBSadd/give/bring a ... dimension (to sth) Digital cameras 
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have added a new dimension to photography.have a ... dimension Learning a 

language has an important cultural dimension.take on a ... dimension (=develop in a 
particular way) Since I met her, my life has taken on a completely 

different dimension.PREPOSITIONSa dimension to sth His argument added a 
religious dimension to the debate.the ... dimension of sth He emphasizes the 
psychological dimension of the illness. 

diminutive /dəˈmɪnjətɪv/ adjective  THESAURUS > short (4) 

dinner /ˈdɪnə $ -ər/ noun  the main meal of the day, eaten in the middle of the 

day or the eveningVERBShave/eat dinner We had dinner at a nice local 
restaurant. | He ate his dinner slowly.have sth for dinner I thought we 

might have pasta for dinner tonight.finish your dinner She was so upset she 
couldn’t finish her dinner.make/cook/prepare dinner I offered to cook dinner.have 
sb for/to dinner We’re having a few friends round to dinner.ask/invite sb to 

dinner Let’s ask Kate and Mike to dinner.come for/to dinner Mark is coming over for 
dinner.go out for/to dinner (=go and eat in a restaurant) Would you like to go out for 
dinner on Saturday?serve dinner (=start giving people food) Dinner is served between 

7 and 11 p.m. in the hotel restaurant.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + dinnera three-
course/four-course etc dinner The cost of the hotel includes a three-course 
dinner.Sunday/Christmas/Thanksgiving dinner (=a special meal eaten on Sunday 

etc) We usually have a walk after Christmas dinner.a good/excellent dinner They 
were relaxing after a good dinner.a quiet dinner He was having a quiet dinner with a 
couple of friends.a romantic dinner (=for two people in a romantic relationship) Clive 

and Denise were enjoying a romantic dinner for two in a quiet French restaurant.a 
candle-lit dinner (=with only candles for lighting) Chris treated his girlfriend to a 
candle-lit dinner.a leisurely dinner (=not hurried) I enjoy having a leisurely 

dinner with some friends at the weekend.a formal/official dinner A formal dinner was 
held to celebrate the 150th anniversary of the college.a black-tie dinner (=where 
people wear special formal clothes) He was invited to a black-tie dinner at one of the 

Oxford colleges.school dinners BrE (=meals provided at school in the middle of the 
day) School dinners are served in the canteen.a slap-up dinner BrE informal (=with a 
lot of good food) Mum always makes a slap-up dinner for me when I go home.dinner + 

NOUNSdinner time He said he would be back by dinner time.a dinner party (=when 
someone’s friends are invited for a special evening meal) We are having a dinner 

party on Saturday.a dinner guest The dinner guests began arriving at about seven 
o’clock. 

diploma /dəˈpləʊmə, dɪˈpləʊmə $ -ˈploʊ-/ noun  a document showing that 

someone has successfully completed a course of study or passed an examination In  

American English people usually use diploma when talking about a high school or  

college diploma. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + diplomaa teaching/engineering/banking 

etc diploma BrE Do you have a teaching diploma?a college/university 
diploma Having a college diploma no longer guarantees you a job.a high school 

diploma AmE More women than men have a high school diploma.a national 
diploma BrE He holds a national diploma in business management.a professional 
diploma BrE If you want to be a chef, you need to have a professional diploma.an 

advanced/higher diploma BrE She is working for an advanced diploma in educational 
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management.a one-year/two-year/three-year diploma BrE I am thinking of taking 

a two-year diploma in hairdressing.VERBShave a diploma also hold a 
diploma formal She has a diploma in fashion design. | You don’t even have a high 

school diploma.get/obtain/receive a diploma also gain/attain a 
diploma formal He went back to college and got a diploma in business studies. | He 
recently gained a diploma in company management.earn a diploma AmE (=get a 

diploma) 68 percent of Colombian-American adults had earned a high 
school diploma.take a diploma also do a diploma BrE Two years ago 
he took a diploma in leisure management at Southampton University. | She had come 

to London University to do a postgraduate music diploma.study for a diploma BrE I 
am currently studying for a teaching diploma.complete a diploma BrE After 
graduation, Levinson completed an Artist’s Diploma.receive a diploma also be 

awarded a diploma BrE She received a diploma from the Institute of Management.a 
course leads to a diploma BrE Some courses lead to a diploma.a 
college/university etc offers a diploma BrE The college offers a diploma in business 

studies.diploma + NOUNSa diploma course/programme BrE The diploma course lasts 
nine months.PREPOSITIONSa diploma in sth She is studying for a diploma in nursing.a 
diploma from a college/university etc He has a diploma from the London College of 

Technology. 

diplomacy /dəˈpləʊməsi, dɪˈpləʊməsi $ -ˈploʊ-/ noun  the activity of dealing with 

relationships between countries or groups of peopleADJECTIVESinternational 

diplomacy Before he became president, he had little experience of international 
diplomacy.secret diplomacy There are rumours of secret diplomacy between the US 
and Iran.quiet diplomacy A lot of quiet diplomacy has been going on behind the 

scenes.clever/skilful diplomacy Through skilful diplomacy, they succeeded in 
reaching an agreement that was acceptable to both sides.careful diplomacy This is a 
very sensitive situation that needs careful diplomacy.high-level diplomacy The 

hostages were released as a result of high-level diplomacy in Washington.NOUNS 

+ diplomacyshuttle diplomacy (=diplomacy in which someone travels between 
countries and talks to leaders there) The Japanese prime minister was leading a round 

of shuttle diplomacy, traveling first to China and then to South Korea.gunboat 
diplomacy disapproving (=the threat of force against another country) The British 
used gunboat diplomacy to make the Chinese agree to their terms.telephone 

diplomacy There was some intense telephone diplomacy between Moscow and 
Paris.VERBSconduct diplomacy (=talk to other countries on behalf of a 
country) Congress does not have the power to conduct diplomacy.use diplomacy It is 

always better to use diplomacy rather than military force.PHRASESa round of 
diplomacy (=one of several periods of diplomacy) The two sides began a new round of 
diplomacy aimed at achieving a ceasefire.a flurry of diplomacy (=a situation in which 

there is suddenly a lot of diplomacy) There was a flurry of diplomacy after two weeks of 
heavy fighting. 

diplomatic /ˌdɪpləˈmætɪk◂/ adjective  relating to or involving the work of 

diplomatsNOUNSdiplomatic relations/ties (=between governments that have an 
embassy in each other’s country) We hope to restore diplomatic relations between our 
two countries.diplomatic activity The attacks led to intensive international diplomatic 

activity.diplomatic efforts Diplomatic efforts to end the fighting began on October 
15th.diplomatic pressure There was diplomatic pressure on the president to step 
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down.a diplomatic initiative (=plan to achieve something) Havana launched 

a diplomatic initiative to establish ties with Latin American governments.diplomatic 
channels (=diplomatic methods for achieving something) The president said that he 

hoped the situation could be resolved through diplomatic channels.a diplomatic 
solution UN delegates met to find a diplomatic solution to the crisis.a diplomatic 
row/incident (=disagreement) The affair led to a diplomatic row between Russia and 

China.a diplomatic mission (=a group of diplomats sent somewhere) He was sent to 
France three times on diplomatic missions.diplomatic immunity (=the right not to 
obey a country’s laws, which foreign diplomats have) The two men had diplomatic 

immunity and were released from police custody.diplomatic sources (=people who 
work at an embassy) According to diplomatic sources, up to 300 people were killed in 
the violence.diplomatic recognition (=acceptance that a government has official 

authority) Beijing’s diplomatic recognition of South Korea was welcomed by NATO. 

dire /daɪə $ daɪr/ adjective  THESAURUS > terrible 

direct /dəˈrekt, dɪˈrekt, ˌdaɪˈrekt◂/ adjective  done without any other people, 

actions, or processes coming betweenNOUNSdirect access Very few people have direct 

access to the president.direct contact The disease is only spread by direct 
contact between people. | I’ve heard he’s well, but haven’t been in direct contact with 
him for months.a direct link/connection There is a direct link between poverty and 

ill-health.a direct relationship Performing live helps build a direct 
relationship between a band and its fans.a direct effect/impact These government 
spending cuts will have a direct impact on children’s lives. | Your level of education has 

a direct effect on your income.a direct result/consequence The decision to close the 
hospital is a direct result of government policy. | Many illnesses here are a direct 
consequence of bad diet.a direct influence/bearing The price of a barrel of oil has 

a direct bearing on the price drivers pay at the pumps.direct evidence There is 
no direct evidence that the substance causes cancer.direct control The Bank of 
England has direct control over interest rates.direct experience He had no direct 

experience of managing a football club before he took over here.THESAURUS: 

direct→ honest  

direction /dəˈrekʃən, dɪˈrekʃən, daɪ-/ noun  1. the way something or someone 

moves, faces, or is aimedADJECTIVESthe right/wrong direction Are you sure this 

is the right direction for the airport?the opposite/other direction The car crashed 
into a truck that was coming in the opposite direction. | When he saw me coming he 
walked off in the other direction.a different direction They attacked us from different 

directions.the same direction The sheep were all moving in the same 
direction. | When it is twelve o'clock, the hands of the clock are facing the same 
direction.a southerly/westerly etc direction A strong wind was blowing from 

an easterly direction. | Continue in a southerly direction until you reach the 
road.VERBSgo in a direction Which direction did they go in? | I’ll walk with you if 
you’re going in my direction.move/head/travel in a direction The car was last 

seen heading in the direction of Miami. | We followed the other passengers heading 
in the direction of passport control. | He overtook on the bend, knowing that a car could 
be travelling in the opposite direction.look/glance in a direction She looked 

in the direction that Jeremy was pointing.face (in) a direction He turned around until 
he was facing the opposite direction.turn in a direction The men turned 
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in the direction of Mecca and began praying.change direction (=start to go in a 

different direction) Suddenly the flock of birds changed direction. | The road was 
blocked, so I changed direction and drove back towards town.PREPOSITIONSfrom a ... 

direction There was a loud scream from the direction of the children’s pool. | The 
noises seemed to be coming from the same direction.the direction of sth It was hard 
work rowing against the direction of the river’s current.PHRASESin each/every 

direction also in all directions From the top of the tower, there are splendid views in 
every direction. | As shots rang out, the crowd ran screaming in all directions.in both 
directions The traffic in both directions was at a complete standstill.in different 

directions They said goodbye and walked off in different directions.in the general 
direction of sth (=approximately where something is) He pointed in the general 
direction of the village.in a clockwise/anticlockwise direction (=like or unlike the 

movement of the hands of a clock) The cars go round the track in a clockwise 
direction.a sense of direction (=the ability to judge which way you should be going) I 
have a terrible sense of direction so Mike usually drives.2. instructions about how to get 

from one place to another GrammarAlways plural in this meaning. VERBSgive sb 

directions Luke gave me directions to his house.follow directions You can’t get lost if 
you follow my directions.ask (sb) for directions Let’s stop and ask someone for 

directions.get directions (=ask someone for directions) I went into a petrol station 
to get directions.ADJECTIVESclear/good directions His directions were very clear and 
easy to follow.PREPOSITIONSdirections to sth He gave me directions to his apartment 

on Boylston Street.3. instructions about how to do something GrammarUsually plural  

in this meaning. VERBSfollow the directions Always follow 

the manufacturer’s directions when using this product.read the directions I wish that 
I’d read the directions properly before starting!ADJECTIVESclear directions There 

are clear directions on their website telling you how to download the software.step-by-
step directions The software comes with step-by-step directions for installing it. 

director /dəˈrektə, dɪˈrektə, daɪ- $ -ər/ noun  1. the person who gives 

instructions to the actors and other people working on a film or playADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ directora film/movie director The film director Stephen Spielberg is expected to win 
the award.a theatre director BrE a theater director AmE Laura Thompson is 
a theatre director, currently rehearsing ‘Romeo and Juliet’.an artistic director (=who 

controls which plays a theatre produces and how they are produced) He returned to the 
theatre as artistic director in 2008.a musical director (=who controls which music is 
performed and how it is performed) He later became musical director of the London 

Symphony Orchestra.a television/TV director She worked as a television director for 
the BBC.a Hollywood director Martin Scorsese is a famous Hollywood director.2. a 
person who controls and manages a company or a department of a 

companyADJECTIVES/NOUNS + directora company director Mr Eaton and the 
other company directors will be attending the meeting.a managing director BrE (=the 

person who is in charge of a large company) The managing director may have to 
resign.the finance/marketing/sales etc director (=of a particular department) The 
sales director explained the new marketing strategy.an executive director (=who is 

involved in the daily management of a company) Bill was promoted to executive 
director.a non-executive director (=who gives advice but is not involved in the daily 
management of a company) She is a non-executive director for several big 
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companies.VERBSappoint a director (=choose someone to become a director) She 

was appointed a director of DBCM in June 2009.PREPOSITIONSa director of sth Her 
husband is a director of a small publishing company.PHRASESthe board of 

directors His appointment to the board of directors was confirmed by the chairman. 

dirt /dɜːt $ dɜːrt/ noun  1. any substance that makes things dirty, such as mud or 

dustPHRASESbe covered with/in dirt The kitchen floor was covered with dirt.be 
black with dirt (=be very dirty) His hands were black with dirt after work.a speck of 

dirt (=a very small piece of dirt) Their house was so clean – there wasn’t a speck of 
dirt anywhere.VERBSremove the dirt (from sth) First, remove any dirt from the cut 
and then put a bandage on it.wash off/clean off/scrub off the dirt I washed the dirt 

off my hands and sat down to eat.brush off/rub off the dirt Brush the dirt off those 
boots before you come into the house.sth shows the dirt (=something looks dirty – 
used about colours) These white jeans really show the dirt.ADJECTIVESloose 

dirt (=that you can brush off easily) He brushed some loose dirt off his 
trousers.ingrained dirt (=under the surface of something and difficult to clean off) We 
had to wash the walls to remove the ingrained dirt.ground-in dirt (=difficult to 

remove because people have walked over something) He couldn’t get rid of the ground-
in dirt from the carpet.2. especially AmE earth or soildirt + NOUNSa dirt road We drove 

down a dirt road until we came to the lake.a dirt track/path There are several dirt 
tracks through this part of the forest.a dirt floor They slept on mats on a dirt 
floor.PREPOSITIONSin the dirt The children had been playing in the dirt.PHRASESa pile 

of dirt There was a pile of dirt next to the hole.a handful of dirt His sister threw 
a handful of dirt onto his coffin. 

dirty /ˈdɜːti $ ˈdɜːr-/ adjective  not cleanNOUNSdirty clothes/socks/sheets 

etc My son leaves his dirty clothes all over the bedroom floor.dirty 

laundry/washing She put the dirty laundry in the washing machine.dirty 
dishes/plates There was a stack of dirty dishes in the sink.dirty 
hands/fingernails Don’t eat food with dirty hands.a dirty 

city/street/room/place They lived in a poor part of London, in a dirty street full of 
cheap bars.dirty window/glass He looked through the dirty window at the children 
playing outside.a dirty mark The coal had left a dirty mark on her white shirt.a dirty 

nappy BrE a dirty diaper AmE You should dispose of dirty nappies in a bin and not 
down the toilet.dirty water Drains carry the dirty water underground to the sewer.a 

dirty needle An injection using a dirty needle can cause serious diseases such as 
HIV.dirty work/job (=which makes you dirty) Working in the fields is hot dirty 
work.VERBSget dirty How did you get so dirty?get/make sth dirty Don’t walk in the 

mud – you’ll get your shoes dirty.THESAURUS: 

dirtyfilthyclothes | streets | hands | room | window | water | river | condition

svery dirty:His clothes were filthy, covered in dirt and blood. | The mayor plans to get  

citizens to clean up the city’s filthy streets. | She fell into the filthy water. | The 

animals were being kept in filthy  

conditions.squalid formalconditions | camp | housing | prison | room | mess | sh

anty town | slum | neighbourhoodextremely dirty and unpleasant. Squalid sounds  

very disapproving and is used about the place or conditions in which someone 

lives:People are living in squalid conditions, with little water and no sanitation. | The 
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refugees were forced to live in squalid  

camps.pollutedair | water | river | lake | land | soil | city | area | environmentdi

rty and dangerous because of unwanted chemicals and gases from cars, factories  

etc:The air is heavily polluted because of all the fumes from the 

traffic. | The river is polluted and many fish have died. | Reducing car usage will help  

to clean up Britain’s polluted  

cities.contaminatedland | soil | water | food | meat | milk | site | area | needle 

| bloodmade dirty by a dangerous substance or bacteria:Cleaning up contaminated  

land is very expensive. | Thousands of people die every year from 

drinking contaminated water. | He became infected with HIV after being  

given contaminated  

blood.unhygienic formalconditions | practice | method | premisesdirty in a way 

that is likely to cause diseases to spread:The food was prepared under unhygienic  

conditions. | Officials have blamed the infections on unhygienic practices at the 

hospital. | Wiping tables with a dirty cloth is  

unhygienic.unsanitary formal also insanitary BrEconditions | housingused about  

dirty conditions that are likely to cause diseases to spread, especially because there is  

not a good system for getting rid of waste:They work for long hours in unsanitary  

conditions. | People’s health is being threatened by overcrowded and insanitary  

housing.muddyboots | shoes | footprints | water | puddle | field | track | path | 

roadcovered with mud:She left her muddy boots by the door. | There were muddy 

footprints all over the white carpet. | Children like splashing in muddy puddles. | It had  

been raining hard and 

the path was muddy.grubbyhands | fingers | face | handkerchief | clothes | mar

kfairly dirty and needing to be cleaned or washed:The children put their grubby 

hands on the walls. | He pulled a grubby handkerchief out of his  

pocket.grimywindow | glass | face | street | citycovered with thick dirt or dirt that  

has been there for a long time:I couldn’t see much out of the grimy windows of the 

train. | They spent the day walking round the cold grimy 

streets.greasyhair | skin | hands | fingers | overalls | markcovered with oil or  

grease:If your hair is greasy, you may need to wash it every day. | She wiped 

her greasy hands on the towel. | There was a greasy mark on his  

shirt.dingyroom | office | hotel | basement | apartment | buildinga dingy place 

looks dark, dirty, and unpleasant:The room had a small window and was  

rather dingy. | We worked in a dingy little office behind the 

station.dustyroad | street | track | town | room | book | shelfcovered with  

dust:He cycled up the narrow dusty road. | The books were dusty and looked as  

though they hadn’t been read for a long time.mucky BrE informalcovered with dirt or  

an unpleasant substance:I don’t want to get mucky. | We were filming in some pretty  
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mucky conditions. | Plastic plates and mucky tables give a bad 

impression.soiled formalnappy | diaper | clothes | sheets | bedding | linen | mat

tress | dressingmade dirty, especially by waste from your body:Soiled nappies should  

be changed as quickly as possible. | The dressing was heavily soiled with  

blood.ANTONYMS → clean1 (1) 

disability /ˌdɪsəˈbɪləti/ noun  a physical or mental condition that makes it 

difficult for someone to use a part of their body properly, or to learn 

normallyADJECTIVES/NOUNS + disabilitya learning disability He goes to a special 
school for people with learning disabilities.a physical disability She manages to lead a 
normal life in spite of her physical disabilities.a mental disability Someone may be 

born with a mental disability or may acquire it through brain damage.a language 
disability Behaviour problems are common in children with speech and language 
disability.a permanent/long-term disability He was in a car accident that left him 

with a permanent disability.a severe disability She teaches children 
with severe learning disabilities.a mild disability Colour blindness is usually classed as 
a mild disability.VERBShave a disability The university welcomes applications from 

students who have a disability.suffer from a disability In Florida alone, there are 
more than half a million people who suffer from a disability.disability + NOUNSdisability 

benefits/payments Seven percent of Britons of working age receive disability 
benefits.PREPOSITIONSwith a disability Public places are becoming more accessible 
to people with disabilities. 

disabled /dɪsˈeɪbəld/ adjective  someone who is disabled cannot use a part of 

their body properly, or cannot learn easilyADVERBSseverely disabled Elaine is 
severely disabled and relies on 24-hour care.partially/temporarily disabled He 
was partially disabled as a result of the accident.physically disabled If you 

are physically disabled, you can get help with your living accommodation.NOUNSa 
disabled person Disabled people should have the same rights and choices as everyone 
else.a disabled adult/child a support group for parents of disabled childrena 

disabled toilet The nearest disabled toilet is in the hall.VERBSbe born disabled Her 
son was born disabled.leave sb disabled The accident left him disabled and unable to 

use his legs.THESAURUS: disabledspecial needsif someone has special needs,  

they have physical or mental disabilities - used especially about children and 

students:He goes to a school for children with special needs. | A woman whose five-

year-old son has special needs has accused her local education authority of failing to  

provide him with a decent education.learning difficulties/disabilitiesif someone has  

learning difficulties, they have difficulty learning basic skills or information:There are 

special courses for students with moderate learning difficulties. | She has learning  

difficulties and she needs someone to help her with money.wheelchair usersomeone 

who is in a wheelchair because they cannot walk:There is good access for wheelchair  

users.paraplegicsomeone who is unable to move the lower part of their body,  

including their legs:He had a riding accident, which left him a  

paraplegic.quadriplegicsomeone who is permanently unable to move any part of their  
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body below their neck People used to use 'handicapped' to describe someone who is  

disabled. This word is old-fashioned and is now considered offensive. It is better to  

say that someone is disabled, or that someone has learning difficulties or special  

needs.  

disadvantage /ˌdɪsədˈvɑːntɪdʒ $ -ˈvæn-/ noun  something that causes 

problems, or that makes someone or something less likely to be successful or 
effectiveADJECTIVESa big/great/major disadvantage This method has one major 
disadvantage: its cost.the main disadvantage The main disadvantage of iron as a 

material is its weight.a serious/severe disadvantage Public transport is very bad 
here, which is a serious disadvantage.a significant disadvantage This approach does 
have a number of significant disadvantages.a slight/minor disadvantage Children 

who are young in their school year sometimes have a slight disadvantage.a 
further/additional/added disadvantage It’s a very small garden and it has the 
further disadvantage of facing north.an unfair disadvantage This arrangement would 

put the UK citizen at an unfair disadvantage.social/economic/educational 
disadvantage Unemployment often leads to social disadvantage.a competitive 
disadvantage (=one relating to a situation in which people or companies are 

competing) Firms that are not part of the group would be at a competitive 
disadvantage.VERBShave a disadvantage Cars have many disadvantages and they 

cause a lot of pollution.suffer (from) a disadvantage formal Working-class boys 
suffer disadvantages in the educational system.overcome a disadvantage (=succeed 
in spite of a disadvantage) She was able to overcome the disadvantages of 

poverty.PREPOSITIONSthe disadvantage of doing sth This medicine has the 
disadvantage of working slowly.disadvantages to sth There are some disadvantages 
to the plan.PHRASESsb/sth is at a disadvantage (=they have a disadvantage 

compared to other people, companies etc) The company was at a 
disadvantage compared with its competitors.put/place sb at a disadvantage (=make 
someone less likely to be successful than others) Not speaking English might put you at 

a disadvantage.be/work to the disadvantage of sb (=make someone unlikely to be 
successful) This system works to the disadvantage of women.advantages and 
disadvantages (=the good and bad features of something) Both methods have 

their advantages and disadvantages.the advantages outweigh the 
disadvantages (=there are more advantages than disadvantages) The advantages of 

building the new road would outweigh the disadvantages.THESAURUS: 

disadvantagedrawbacka bad feature that something has, especially when it has  

other features that seem good:One of the main drawbacks is the price. | The only  

drawback that I can think of is that the house is next to a busy road. | The system has  

one slight drawback – it’s rather complicated to use.the downsidethe disadvantage of  

a situation that in most other ways seems good or enjoyable:It’s a great job. The only  

downside is that I don’t get much free time. | There is a downside to all this success –  

you can’t have any privacy. | Can you think of a potential downside (=something that  
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might cause problems)?bad point especially spokena bad feature that something  

has:All of these designs have both their good points and bad points.  

disadvantaged /ˌdɪsədˈvɑːntɪdʒd◂ $ -ˈvæn-/ adjective  having social problems, 

such as a lack of money or education, which make it difficult for you to succeedNOUNSa 

disadvantaged group/community The college has announced plans to increase the 
number of students from disadvantaged groups.a disadvantaged area/region Fewer 
than one in five young people from the most disadvantaged areas enters higher 

education.a disadvantaged background Despite coming from a disadvantaged 
background, he was a millionaire by the age of 30.disadvantaged 
people/students/children Britain’s education and welfare system is 

failing disadvantaged children.disadvantaged families The charity raised £30,000 
for disadvantaged families in Birmingham.ADVERBSseriously/severely 
disadvantaged Many of the girls are severely disadvantaged and their families do not 

have any money to pay for their education.economically/socially 
disadvantaged The government provides training programs for economically 
disadvantaged young people.doubly/further disadvantaged Children from poor 

families are further disadvantaged due to a lack of home internet 

access.THESAURUS: disadvantaged→ poor (1)  

disagree /ˌdɪsəˈɡriː/ verb  to have or express a different opinion from someone 

elseADVERBScompletely/totally/entirely disagree Some people say that this is his 
best film. I completely disagree.strongly/profoundly disagree Although we strongly 

disagree about politics, we are still friends.sharply disagree (=strongly, and in an 
important way) The prime minister and foreign minister sharply disagreed on the best 
way to handle the crisis.fundamentally disagree (=disagree about the most basic 

aspects of something) John and I fundamentally disagree about the role of women in 
society.violently disagree (=very strongly and angrily) The brothers had violently 
disagreed over what should be done with their parents’ estate.PREPOSITIONSdisagree 

with sb/sth I totally disagree with the decision to close the hospital.disagree 
about/on/over sth Experts disagree on how much the program will 

cost.THESAURUS: disagreebe divided/splitif a group of people is divided or  

split on something, some of them have one opinion and others have a completely  

different opinion:The party is deeply divided on this issue.differif two or more people  

differ about something, they have different opinions from each other about it:The two 

men differed on how to handle the crisis.not see eye to eyeused to say that two 

people have different opinions and ideas so that it is difficult for them to be friends or  

work together:Some of the teachers don’t see eye to eye with the principal of the 

school.be mistakenused to say that you disagree with someone’s opinion and that you 

think they are wrong:People are mistaken if they think that this problem will go away 

on its own.take issue with sb/sth formalto express strong disagreement with an idea 

or with what someone has said or done:A number of people took issue with the 

mayor’s decision.dissent formalto say publicly that you disagree with an official  

opinion or one that most people accept:Two members of the jury dissented from the 

majority verdict.ANTONYMS → agree 
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disagreement /ˌdɪsəˈɡriːmənt/ noun  a situation in which people have different 

opinions or argue about somethingADJECTIVESconsiderable/substantial 
disagreement (=people have very different opinions) There is considerable 
disagreement among teachers about the value of the tests.deep/profound 

disagreement (=people have extremely different opinions) The issue has caused deep 
disagreement among local people.bitter/sharp disagreement (=people have very 
different opinions and argue a lot about something) There was bitter 

disagreement between the EU and the US over farming subsidies. | There were sharp 
disagreements between Republicans and Democrats in the Senate 
yesterday.widespread disagreement (=among many people) The judge’s decision 

was a source of widespread disagreement.fundamental disagreement (=about the 
most basic parts of something) There is fundamental disagreement about the nature of 
history.a serious/major disagreement (=a situation in which people argue about 

something because they strongly disagree) If you have a serious disagreement at work, 
you should talk to your manager.a minor/slight disagreement (=about something 
that is not very important) There was a slight disagreement about where we should 

eat.VERBScause disagreement The decision has caused an enormous amount 
of disagreement.have a disagreement (=have an argument because you do not agree 

about something) We’ve had a few disagreements, but we’re still good friends. | The 
only disagreements we have are about money.resolve/settle a disagreement (=end 
it by finding a way in which you can agree) Negotiations failed to resolve the 

disagreement.express/voice disagreement (=say that you disagree) She wrote to 
the newspaper expressing her disagreement with the article.disagreements 
arise/occur formal (=they happen) Disagreements often arise because of 

misunderstandings.disagreement exists Disagreement still exists over who is to 
blame.PREPOSITIONSa disagreement with sb I had a minor disagreement with my 
parents.disagreement between/among people There is deep disagreement 

between ministers on how to tackle the problem. | There is still disagreement 
among doctors about the treatment.disagreement about sth They found themselves 
in sharp disagreement about policy.in disagreement The meeting ended with the two 

sides in disagreement.PHRASESa cause/source of disagreement The issue has 
become a cause of disagreement between the airline and the union.an area of 
disagreement (=an idea or subject that people disagree about) Substantial areas of 

disagreement still exist between scientists.a point of disagreement (=a particular 
thing that people disagree about) One point of disagreement between the two parties 
concerns the future of nuclear power.room/scope for disagreement (=the possibility 

that people will disagree about something) There is room for disagreement about how 
much independence to give children. 

disappear /ˌdɪsəˈpɪə $ -ˈpɪr/ verb [I]  to become impossible to see any longer, 

or be impossible to findNOUNSa man/woman/boy/girl etc disappears The man 
disappeared on the day after the murder.a car/ship/plane/train disappears He 
stood there watching until the little car had disappeared.the sun/moon/cloud 

disappears The sun disappeared behind a cloud.sb’s money/savings disappear It is 
impossible to know how the money disappeared.sb’s hopes/anger/worries 
disappear The team’s hopes of winning disappeared.ADVERBSdisappear 

completely/altogether The next day, the pain had completely 
disappeared.mysteriously disappear Several reporters in the area have mysteriously 
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disappeared.sth has almost/virtually/practically disappeared Dolphins 

have virtually disappeared from this part of the ocean.PHRASESdisappear without 
trace (=disappear without leaving any signs that you were there) Hundreds of 

people disappear without trace every year.disappear from view/sight The train went 
around a bend and disappeared from view.disappear into thin air (=completely 
disappear in way that seems mysterious) The money had somehow disappeared into 

thin air.disappear from/off the face of the earth (=disappear completely – a rather 
informal phrase, used for emphasis) As far as I knew, he had disappeared off the face 
of the earth.disappear into a crowd The thief ran away and disappeared into the 

crowd.disappear over the horizon (=disappear after passing the place where the sky 
seems to meet the sea or the land) The ship slowly disappeared over the 

horizon.THESAURUS: disappearvanishto disappear very suddenly, especially in  

a mysterious way:When I looked again, the boy had vanished. | His smile vanished 

and he looked worried. | Two days later the pain vanished. | The investment failed and 

their money vanished. | Her plane vanished without trace in the middle of the Indian  

Ocean (=disappeared completely, without leaving any signs that it was there). | The 

bird flew up and vanished from sight (=it could not be seen). | It seems impossible for  

a whole continent to just vanish from the face of the earth.go 

awaypain | headache | hunger | problem | issue | threat | questionto disappear  

and stop causing problems:The doctor gave me an injection, and the pain went  

away. | I wish this headache would go away. | After a few hours, the hunger went  

away. | We can’t just wait for the problem to go away. | The issue has not gone 

away and the government needs to start doing something about it. | The threat of  

another attack has never completely gone away. | Some people are hoping that if we 

ignore the question, it will go away by itself.fade 

(away)sound | voice | laughter | light | anger | hope | power | scandalto  

gradually become less clear, strong, or bright, and finally disappear:The sound of the 

city faded away. | Their voices faded away into the distance. | The speaker stopped,  

and the laughter faded away. | The light faded away, and they found themselves in  

complete darkness. | His anger slowly faded away and he became more 

cheerful. | Hopes of peace are fading. | The power of the state is beginning to fade 

away, because of the internet. | Just when the first scandal had faded away, there was  

news of another.melt  

awaycrowd | anger | tension | opposition | support | doubtto disappear,  

especially gradually. Melt away is used about groups of people or feelings, especially  

in written descriptions:The concert ended and the crowd slowly started to melt  

away. | When she apologized, his anger melted away. | Public opposition to  

the plan melted away.die 

outspecies | animal | plant | custom | tradition | practice | language | diseaset

o stop existing after gradually becoming more and more rare:Scientists estimate that  

between 15 and 20 species are dying out every year (=types of animal or  
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plant). | The animal is in danger of dying out, because of the destruction of the rain  

forests. | The report estimates that up to 40,000 plants could die out by the middle of  

next century. | Sometimes the streets are decorated with flower petals, although  

this custom is dying out. | Many of these old traditions are dying out. | Boys used to do 

boxing at school, but the practice died out in the 1960s (=this activity  

stopped). | The language is only spoken by a few people, and there are fears that it  

could die out very soon. | The disease was believed to have died out. | Wolves had 

died out in much of Europe. If a type of animal or plant stops existing because they  

have all died, you can say that it becomes extinct: Dinosaurs became extinct millions  

of years ago. The rocks contain the bones of extinct species of animals (=types of  

animals that no longer exist). ANTONYMS → appear (1) 

disappearance /ˌdɪsəˈpɪərəns $ -ˈpɪr-/ noun  a situation in which someone or 

something disappearsADJECTIVESstrange/mysterious disappearance The film is 
about the mysterious disappearance of several teenage girls on a school trip.gradual 

disappearance The gradual disappearance of the forests in the region is cause for 
extreme concern.sudden disappearance Mystery surrounds the sudden 
disappearance of a wealthy businessman.rapid disappearance Destruction of the 

rainforest has led to the rapid disappearance of many animals.virtual 
disappearance (=someone or something has almost completely 

disappeared) Improvements in medicine have resulted in the virtual disappearance of 
the disease in most parts of the world.complete/total disappearance The treatment 
resulted in the complete disappearance of the cancer cells.apparent 

disappearance (=someone or something seems to have disappeared) She asked the 
detective to investigate the apparent disappearance of her friend.subsequent 
disappearance His research explores the gradual decline and subsequent 

disappearance of a species of fish.VERBSinvestigate/look into sth’s/sb’s 
disappearance Police are looking into the woman’s disappearance.be 
linked/connected to sb’s disappearance A Dutchman linked to the disappearance of 

an American teenager five years ago was arrested on Thursday. 

disappointed /ˌdɪsəˈpɔɪntəd◂, ˌdɪsəˈpɔɪntɪd◂/ adjective  unhappy because 

something you hoped for did not happen, or because someone or something was not as 
good as you expectedADVERBSbitterly disappointed (=extremely disappointed, in a 

way that makes you very unhappy) Local residents were bitterly disappointed with the 
decision.deeply/extremely/terribly/incredibly disappointed The team 

were deeply disappointed that they didn’t win.a little/slightly disappointed I think 
my parents were a little disappointed in me.sadly disappointed (=used when saying 
that someone will be disappointed, because what they want is not going to happen) If 

people think the country will change overnight, they are going to be sadly 
disappointed.NOUNSa disappointed customer/fan Thousands of disappointed 
customers were kept waiting for free tickets.a disappointed 

look/expression/face She gave me a long disappointed 
look.VERBSlook/sound/feel disappointed He looked disappointed when I told him 
the news.PREPOSITIONSdisappointed with sb/sth I was a little disappointed with the 
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film.disappointed by sth They are disappointed by the lack of progress.disappointed 

at sth He was disappointed at not being selected for the team.disappointed in 
sb/sth I’m disappointed in you, Mervyn. I thought you had more 

intelligence. Choosing the right prepositionYou can be disappointed  

with or disappointed by something: I was a little disappointed with/by the  

food. Disappointed with is more common.Disappointed at is often used with a  

participle: He was disappointed at finishing in ninth place. (you would not  

use with or by in this sentence).Disappointed in is often used about people: It was  

clear that the president was disappointed in me. (you could also use disappointed  

with in this sentence, but not at or by).Disappointed is also often used  

with that: I’m disappointed that we didn’t win. It is also used with an infinitive: They  

were disappointed to find that all the tickets had been sold. THESAURUS: 

disappointedfeel let downto feel disappointed because something was not as  

good as you expected, or someone did not do what you expected them to do for you –  

a rather informal use:I felt let down when I saw the film. | Nurses feel badly let down – 

they were promised a pay increase months ago.disillusioned /ˌdɪsəˈluːʒənd◂,  

ˌdɪsɪˈluːʒənd◂/disappointed because you have lost your belief that an idea is right, or  

that something or someone is good:People are becoming deeply disillusioned 

with politics. | Disillusioned voters are turning against the 

government.disenchantedno longer feeling enthusiastic, especially so that you do not  

think you should be involved in something, or give someone your support:Americans  

have grown increasingly disenchanted with politics. | a disenchanted workforcebe/feel  

sorry spokenused when telling someone that you feel disappointed and wish that the 

situation was different:I’m sorry you can’t come to the party. | She always felt sorry  

that she hadn’t got to know him better.VERY 

DISAPPOINTEDgutted BrE informalextremely disappointed, especially because you 

were unsuccessful:I was gutted when we lost the game.crestfallen literarylooking  

very disappointed and sad, especially when you suddenly realise that something you 

want cannot happen:Gary looked crestfallen as they calculated how much money they 

would need. | a crestfallen look  

disappointing /ˌdɪsəˈpɔɪntɪŋ◂/ adjective  THESAURUS > bad (1) 

disappointment /ˌdɪsəˈpɔɪntmənt/ noun  1. a feeling of unhappiness because 

something is not as good as you expected, or has not happened in the way you 
hopedADJECTIVESgreat/huge/deep disappointment There was great 

disappointment among the fans when England lost.bitter disappointment (=in which 
you feel very unhappy and upset) She could not hide her bitter disappointment at not 
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being chosen for the job.extreme disappointment She expressed her extreme 

disappointment at the court’s decision.obvious disappointment “Are you leaving?” he 
asked with obvious disappointment.VERBSfeel disappointment It’s only natural to feel 

disappointment when this sort of thing happens.express disappointment (=say that 
you are disappointed) They expressed disappointment at the company’s pay 
offer.hide/conceal your disappointment She turned away quickly 

to hide her disappointment.avoid disappointment We recommend that you book early 
to avoid disappointment.overcome your disappointment (=stop feeling 
disappointed) He eventually overcame his disappointment.share sb’s 

disappointment We all shared her disappointment when she didn’t get the job.be 
doomed to disappointment (=be sure to be disappointed) If you expect too much, 
you will be doomed to disappointment.PREPOSITIONSto sb’s 

disappointment To Edward’s disappointment, Gina was not at the 
party.disappointment at sth The victim’s family expressed anger and disappointment 
at the verdict of ‘not guilty’.disappointment with sth/sb He was painfully aware of 

his father’s disappointment with him.disappointment over/about sth There was a lot 
of disappointment over the cancellation of the project. | She felt huge disappointment 
about her failed marriage.PHRASESa sense/feeling of disappointment There is 

a sense of deep disappointment at the team’s performance.a look of 
disappointment She couldn’t hide the look of disappointment on her face.a twinge of 
disappointment (=a small feeling of disappointment) She felt a twinge of 

disappointment at not getting first prize.2. someone or something that is not as good 
as you hoped or expectedADJECTIVESa big disappointment I was a big 
disappointment to my parents.a huge/great/massive disappointment His latest 

film is a massive disappointment.a bitter disappointment Not getting into university 
was a bitter disappointment to my brother.a terrible disappointment It must be a 
terrible disappointment to lose a final.a severe/grave disappointment The 

unemployment figures are a grave disappointment for the government.VERBScome as 
a disappointment If you are looking for quiet beaches, the island may come as a 
disappointment.prove/turn out to be a disappointment (=be shown to be a 

disappointment) The job proved a disappointment and she left after only six 
months.PREPOSITIONSa disappointment to/for sb The cut in funding came 
as a huge disappointment to us. | The concert was a real disappointment for many 

fans.PHRASESbe something of a disappointment (=be rather disappointing) After 
her brilliant last novel, this one was something of a disappointment. 

disapproval /ˌdɪsəˈpruːvəl/ noun  the feeling when you do not like or agree with 

someone or somethingADJECTIVESstrong/deep/intense disapproval The president 
faces strong disapproval of his war strategy.widespread/general 
disapproval (=among many people) There is widespread international disapproval of 

the way the country has treated its citizens.public disapproval The company decided 
not to go ahead with the plan, because of public disapproval.official disapproval His 
behaviour was the subject of official disapproval.universal disapproval (=by 

everyone) There is almost universal disapproval for the 
scheme.VERBSexpress/show/voice your disapproval Britain and the United States 
expressed their disapproval by withdrawing their offer of substantial economic aid. | My 

friends showed their disapproval by refusing to have any more contact with me.look at 
sb/look upon sth with disapproval Isaac looked at his son with disapproval.meet 
with disapproval/be greeted with disapproval (=people disapprove of 
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something) The decision met with widespread public disapproval.PHRASESa chorus of 

disapproval (=a lot of people saying that they do not agree with something) This 
suggestion was met by a chorus of disapproval from other party members.much to 

sb’s disapproval (=used when saying that someone strongly disapproves of 
something) She decided to study art, much to her parents’ disapproval. 

disapprove verb  to think that someone or something is bad or 

wrongADVERBSstrongly disapprove of sb/sth Her parents strongly disapproved of 
the marriage.thoroughly disapprove of sb/sth (=completely) I thoroughly 
disapprove of hunting in any form.ANTONYMS → approve (1) 

disarmament /dɪsˈɑːməmənt $ -ˈɑːr-/ noun  when a country reduces the 

number of weapons it has, or the size of its army, navy etcADJECTIVESnuclear 

disarmament The campaign for nuclear disarmament began in the 1960s.multilateral 
disarmament (=involving several different countries) Some form of multilateral 
disarmament would benefit everyone.unilateral disarmament (=involving only one 

country) The British prime minister is not in favour of unilateral 
disarmament.disarmament + NOUNSdisarmament negotiations/talks United 
Nations disarmament negotiations started today.a disarmament 

treaty/agreement There will be talks on a new disarmament treaty.the 
disarmament process The disarmament process seems to have come to a halt.a 
disarmament programme BrE a disarmament program AmE If a disarmament 

program can be implemented, the region will be far more stable.the nuclear 
disarmament movement the growth of the nuclear disarmament movement in the 
1950s 

disaster /dɪˈzɑːstə $ dɪˈzæstər/ noun  1. a sudden event such as a flood, storm, 

or accident which causes great damage or sufferingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + disastera 
natural disaster (=one caused by nature, such as a storm or earthquake) The island 

has been hit by storms and other natural disasters.a terrible disaster The nation 
suffered a terrible disaster and thousands were killed.the worst disaster The 
earthquake was the worst disaster in the country’s history.a national disaster (=one 

affecting the whole of a country) The president called the flooding a national 
disaster.an ecological/environmental disaster (=one causing great damage to 
nature) This region is facing an ecological disaster as oil continues to wash up on our 

coastline.a humanitarian disaster (=in which a lot of people die) The prime minister 
appealed for international aid to avert a humanitarian disaster.a nuclear 
disaster (=an accident involving nuclear power or weapons) People are worried that 

there could be another nuclear disaster like the one in Fukushima.an air/rail 
disaster (=a bad air or rail accident) The crash was the worst rail disaster in Pakistan’s 
history.a ferry disaster His parents were both drowned in a ferry disaster in the Greek 

islands.a shipping/maritime disaster (=a bad accident at sea) It was the worst 
peacetime maritime disaster in British coastal waters.a mining disaster 83 coal 
miners have been killed in the country’s worst ever mining disaster.VERBSa disaster 

strikes (=happens suddenly) No one knows where the next 
natural disaster will strike.a disaster happens/takes place We moved out of New 
Orleans shortly after the disaster happened. | The disaster took place in 

2002.prevent/avert a disaster Luckily the pilot saw the other plane just in time, and 
a disaster was averted.spell disaster (=mean that a disaster will happen) The drought 
could spell disaster for wildlife.disaster + NOUNSa disaster area/zone (=area where a 
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disaster has happened) Military planes flew food supplies to the disaster area.disaster 

relief (=medicine, food etc for people in a disaster area) The charity launched an 
emergency appeal for disaster relief.a disaster victim also a victim of a disaster Aid 

is being given to the disaster victims. | Many foreign tourists are among the victims 
of the disaster.PHRASESthe aftermath of a disaster (=the time after a disaster when 
people are still dealing with its effects) In the aftermath of the disaster, disease and 

starvation killed many people.THESAURUS: disastercatastrophea terrible event  

in which there is a lot of destruction, damage, suffering, or death over a wide area of  

the world:A large comet hitting the Earth would be a catastrophe. | We don’t want  

another nuclear catastrophe like Chernobyl. | Scientists say that the oil spill is  

an ecological catastrophe (=it has an extremely bad effect on the 

environment).tragedya very sad event, that shocks people because it involves  

death:It was a tragedy that he died so young. | the AIDS tragedy in Africadebaclean 

event or situation that is a complete failure and is very embarrassing:The opening  

ceremony turned into a debacle. | The team is hoping to do better this game, after last  

week’s debacle against the Chicago Bears.NATURAL DISASTERSearthquakea sudden 

shaking of the Earth’s surface that often causes a lot of damage:A powerful earthquake  

struck the Indonesian island of Sulawesi. | It was the biggest earthquake to hit the 

Pacific Northwest for 52 years.flooda very large amount of water that covers an area  

that is usually dry:Bangladesh has been hit by a series of devastating floods (=very  

bad floods). | The crisis began with floods that covered one third of the 

countryside.droughta long period of dry weather when there is not enough water for  

plants and animals to live:The country experienced its worst drought this century. | In  

East Africa, three years of drought have left 10 million people in urgent need of food 

and water.faminea situation in which a large number of people have little or no food 

for a long time and many people die:Poor harvests led to famine. | 4,000,000 people  

are threatened by famine in northern Ethiopia.hurricanea storm that has very strong 

fast winds and that moves over water – used about storms in the North Atlantic  

Ocean:The hurricane season starts soon. | The authorities have issued a hurricane 

warning. | The hurricane left a trail of devastation along the coast.typhoona violent  

tropical storm – used about storms in the western Pacific Ocean:A typhoon has hit the 

Philippines, lifting roofs off houses and uprooting trees. | The typhoon season starts in  

September.tsunamia very large wave, caused by extreme conditions such as an  

earthquake, which can cause a lot of damage when it reaches land:Thousands of  

people were killed in the tsunami. | The north coast of Japan was hit by a  

tsunami. | Many Pacific earthquakes have generated tsunamis.THESAURUS: 

disaster→ accident2. something that is very bad or a failure, especially when this is 

very annoying or disappointingADJECTIVESa complete/total disaster It rained all day 
and the parade was a complete disaster.a financial/economic disaster The project 

was a financial disaster.a personal disaster I’d taken some professional risks and 
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survived a few personal disasters.an unmitigated disaster (=a complete failure) The 

movie was an unmitigated disaster, hated by critics and the public.a potential 
disaster (=one that could happen) Always save a backup copy of your work to 

avoid potential disasters.impending disaster (=one that is going to happen soon) She 
had a sense of impending disaster.a near disaster (=almost a complete failure) The 
election proved to be a near disaster for Labour.VERBSend in disaster The 

scheme ended in disaster and they lost all their money.spell disaster (=cause 
something to end badly or fail) Bad luck and the recession spelt disaster for her 
business.be courting disaster (=be behaving in a way that makes a bad thing more 

likely to happen) By having an affair with his boss, he was courting disaster.become a 
disaster The crisis was quickly becoming a political disaster.a disaster befalls 
sb/sth formal (=happens to someone or something) He blames the banks for 

the disaster that has befallen the economy.PREPOSITIONSbe a disaster for sb This 
year has been a disaster for the team.PHRASESbe on the brink of disaster (=almost 
in a very bad situation) Once again the peace process was on the brink of disaster.be a 

recipe for disaster (=very likely to end badly) Getting married too young is a recipe 
for disaster. | Five small boys on skis is a recipe for disaster.sth is a disaster waiting 
to happen (=used to say that something is bad and will fail) The government’s health 

service reforms are a disaster waiting to happen. 

disbelief /ˌdɪsbəˈliːf/ noun  the feeling when you cannot believe someone or 

something or are very surprisedADJECTIVEScomplete/total/utter/absolute 

disbelief My mother looked at me in total disbelief.VERBSlook/stare/watch in 
disbelief When he said he didn’t know the answer, she stared at him in 
disbelief.express disbelief (=say that you cannot believe that something is true) The 

school expressed disbelief when he scored zero marks in his English exam. 

discipline /ˈdɪsəplən, ˈdɪsɪplən/ noun  control of your own or other people’s 

behaviour so that rules are obeyedADJECTIVES/NOUNS + disciplinestrict 
discipline (=very firm and not always reasonable or kind) Some parents complained 

about the school’s strict discipline.strong/firm/good discipline (=clear rules that 
people understand and must obey) Without good discipline in the classroom, learning 
suffers.harsh discipline (=severe or cruel) Discipline is harsh, and can include 

physical punishment.rigid discipline (=always strictly maintained) The rigid 
discipline of life in a monastery was not for him.poor discipline (=not firm 

enough) Problems tend to arise in families where there is poor discipline.military 
discipline (=the kind of strict discipline imposed in the army) I hated the army and the 
routine of military discipline.school/classroom discipline The committee looked at 

ways to improve school discipline.parental discipline I blame the lack of parental 
discipline for the way some of these kids behave.VERBSmaintain/keep 
discipline (=make people obey rules) A good teacher can maintain discipline without 

shouting.enforce/impose discipline (=make people obey rules, especially by using 
punishment) Discipline in the army is very strictly enforced.need/require 
discipline The children needed firm discipline.restore discipline (=bring it back) The 

General wanted to restore discipline among the troops.discipline + NOUNSa discipline 
problem (=a problem with bad behaviour, especially in a school) The school has very 
few discipline problems.PHRASESa lack of discipline The principal never tolerated 

a lack of discipline.a breach of discipline formal (=an act of not obeying the 
rules) Being absent without permission was a breach of discipline. 
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discount /ˈdɪskaʊnt/ noun  a reduction in the usual price of 

somethingADJECTIVESa special discount Some hotels offer special discounts during 
the winter.a big/large/huge discount If you spend over £500, you get a big 
discount. | We bought their old stock at a huge discount.a generous 

discount (=larger than normal) Some students may qualify for generous discounts on 
fees.a substantial/good discount (=fairly big) Insurance companies give substantial 
discounts to mature drivers.a 10%/40% etc discount The gym is offering a 15% 

discount to members who renew their membership.a small discount They offer 
a small discount to people who pay their bills online.a staff discount BrE an 
employee discount AmE The employee discount can be up to one-third of the sale 

price.a trade discount (=given to people such as painters who do something as a 
job) The standard trade discount is 20 percent.VERBSget/receive a 
discount You get a small discount if you book more than ten tickets. | Members get a 

15% discount.give (sb) a discount Many theatres give discounts to students.offer 
(sb) a discount The store is offering a 50% discount on some toys.ask for a 
discount I asked for a discount because the vase was slightly damaged.be entitled to 

a discount also qualify for a discount (=have the right to get a discount) Staff are 
entitled to a 20% discount. | To qualify for this discount, students must be in full-time 

education.discount + NOUNSa discount price You can buy books online at discount 
prices.a discount fare The bus company offers discount fares to pensioners.a 
discount scheme BrE (=system for giving discounts to people) Many stores 

operate discount schemes for regular customers.a discount card The discount 
card entitles customers to 15% off.a discount store/shop (=selling things more 
cheaply than other shops) There’s a lot of competition from large discount 

stores.PREPOSITIONSa discount on sth This card gives you a discount on all rail 
travel.a discount of 5%/10% etc Season ticket holders get a discount of between 10 
and 15%.at a discount Employees can buy books at a discount. 

discovery /dɪsˈkʌvəri/ noun  something that is discovered, or the act of 

discovering somethingADJECTIVESa scientific/medical etc discovery The book 
covers the major scientific discoveries of the last century.an 
important/significant/major discovery The archaeologists had made an important 

discovery.a great discovery The truly great discoveries are the ones that are perfectly 
obvious after someone has pointed them out to us.an exciting/interesting 

discovery The existence of a new planet was a very exciting discovery.a 
remarkable/amazing discovery It was a remarkable discovery.a 
surprising/unexpected/startling discovery Their work led to some surprising 

discoveries. | When they examined the virus, they made a startling discovery.a new 
discovery New discoveries are being made all the time.an accidental/chance 
discovery (=happening by chance) All these were chance discoveries by scientists 

working on other things.a grim discovery (=an unpleasant and sad discovery such as 
finding a dead body) Police made the grim discovery while they were searching the 
house.VERBSmake a discovery He made some interesting discoveries in the course of 

his research.lead to a discovery It was pure chance that led to the 
discovery.PREPOSITIONSthe discovery of sth I’m reading a book about the discovery 
of America. 

discrimination /dɪˌskrɪməˈneɪʃən, dɪˌskrɪmɪˈneɪʃən/ noun  the practice of 

treating one person or group differently from another in an unfair 
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wayADJECTIVES/NOUNS + discriminationracial/race discrimination Racial 

discrimination is against the law.sex/sexual discrimination She had been the victim 
of sex discrimination.age discrimination Many older job candidates face age 

discrimination.religious discrimination Religious discrimination was widespread in 
northern Ireland.job/employment discrimination (=not giving someone a job 
because of their race, sex etc) We are making progress in reducing job 

discrimination.workplace discrimination (=at work) She highlighted workplace 
discrimination against disabled people.unlawful discrimination formal (=not allowed 
by law) The European Court decided that he had been the subject of unlawful 

discrimination.widespread discrimination (=happening in many places) There 
was widespread discrimination against women in the job 
market.institutional/institutionalized discrimination (=discrimination that is part 

of an organization and is difficult to change) The situation for disabled people is made 
worse by institutional discrimination.positive discrimination/reverse 
discrimination (=giving jobs or positions to a group who have been discriminated 

against in the past) Positive discrimination will help to get more women into 
parliament.VERBSexperience/face/suffer discrimination Women faced 
discrimination when applying for jobs. | Like anyone who has suffered discrimination, 

he is angry.fight/oppose discrimination The Senator opposed discrimination against 
gays in the military.prevent discrimination By speaking out, he hopes to prevent 
discrimination against people suffering with AIDS.end discrimination We want to end 

discrimination against older people at work.prohibit/ban discrimination (=officially 
end or prevent it) Laws were passed banning racial discrimination in employment and 
education.tackle discrimination (=try to deal with it) The law can now be used 

to tackle discrimination on the grounds of religion.allege discrimination (=say that 
there is discrimination, before anything is proven) She complained to the 
tribunal, alleging sex discrimination.PREPOSITIONSdiscrimination against sb He 

fought discrimination against homosexuals.discrimination in favour of 
sb BrE discrimination in favor of sb AmE Does the minister agree with 
positive discrimination in favour of people with disabilities?PHRASESdiscrimination on 

the grounds of sth Discrimination on the grounds of nationality is prohibited.a victim 
of discrimination (=someone who has experienced discrimination) Victims of 
discrimination have the right to compensation.a form of discrimination The union is 

committed to fighting all forms of discrimination and prejudice.an act of 
discrimination formal We condemn all acts of discrimination on the ground of race, 
colour, and ethnic origin. 

discuss /dɪˈskʌs/ verb  to talk about something with another person or a group 

in order to exchange ideas or decide somethingADVERBSdiscuss sth at length (=for a 
long time) The committee has discussed the problem at length.discuss sth briefly We 

only discussed sales briefly at our last meeting.discuss sth openly/publicly (=in a 
way that does not hide your opinion or feelings) With John, she felt that she 
could discuss her feelings openly. | At that time mental illness was not usually publicly 

discussed.discuss sth fully/thoroughly/in detail (=discuss everything about 
something) The surgeon and I discussed the operation thoroughly before I made my 
decision.discuss sth informally It’s a place where mothers can meet and discuss their 

problems informally.discuss sth sensibly/rationally (=in a way that is calm and 
thoughtful) Surely we can discuss this rationally, like adults.NOUNSdiscuss a 
question/subject/topic We’d never discussed the question of having children. | I 
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sometimes let the class choose which topic they want to discuss.discuss a 

matter/issue formal The two leaders met to discuss the issue further.discuss a 
problem I suggested meeting her to discuss the problem.discuss the situation They 

held a three-hour meeting to discuss the situation.discuss a possibility Government 
officials were seriously discussing the possibility of war.discuss a 
plan/idea/policy It’s a good idea to discuss your plans with your parents.discuss the 

future of sth He met the energy minister to discuss the future of the nuclear 
industry.discuss the details Let’s get together soon to discuss the details of the 
trip.discuss work I never discuss work outside the office.VERBS + discussmeet to 

discuss sth We met to discuss arrangements for the wedding.refuse to discuss 
sth also decline to discuss sth formal Colonel Simpson refused to discuss the military 
operation in detail.need to discuss sth There are still a few minor things that we need 

to discuss.wish to discuss sth We certainly don’t wish to discuss family matters with 
someone we hardly know.be willing/prepared to discuss sth I don’t know if she will 
be willing to discuss this with me.agree to discuss sth The principal has agreed to 

discuss the matter.PREPOSITIONSdiscuss sth with sb My accountant discussed the 
changes with me. 

discussion /dɪˈskʌʃən/ noun [C,U]  an occasion when people discuss something, 

or the process of discussing somethingADJECTIVESa long/lengthy discussion After 
a long discussion, they decided that she should go back to work.a short/brief/quick 
discussion The book starts with a brief discussion of how people might live without 

modern technology.much discussion There has been much discussion recently of the 
role of religion in the modern world.a general discussion There will be a general 
discussion about the situation in Afghanistan.an informal/private discussion The 

two leaders had informal discussions over the phone.an 
interesting/fascinating/useful discussion Thank you all very much – it has been a 
very interesting discussion. | We had useful discussions with our colleague, Ian Utting, 

who has a lot of experience of this subject.a serious/intense discussion There needs 
to be a serious discussion about the future of our planet.a heated discussion (=one in 
which people have very strong feelings) There were a number of heated 

discussions between the actor and the director of the film.a lively/animated 
discussion The meeting generated a great deal of lively discussion and useful 
feedback.a high-level discussion (=by people in very important positions) There have 

been high-level discussions between the US and Russia.a detailed/in-
depth/extensive discussion For a more detailed discussion of this issue, see Chapter 
12.a wide-ranging discussion (=about many things) They had wide-ranging 

discussions covering political, financial, and strategic matters.an ongoing 
discussion (=a continuing discussion) There are ongoing discussions as to how we can 
deal with the problem of global warming.an online discussion (=on the 

internet) There will be an online discussion and everyone will get a chance to express 
their views.a preliminary discussion (=one that is intended to prepare for the main 
discussions) The company has entered into preliminary discussions with the Mexican 

government about oil exploration.VERBS + discussionhave a discussion They 
were having a discussion about the best place for the conference.hold a 
discussion formal (=people have a discussion) Discussions were held in Geneva about 

a possible peace agreement. | The two leaders held discussions about trade.join 
in/take part in/participate in a discussion He is an enthusiastic student who 
always joins in class discussions.start/open a discussion The president will start 
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discussions on Monday with political leaders to form a new government.enter into a 

discussion (=start a discussion in order to reach an agreement about something) The 
two companies have agreed to enter into discussions aimed at resolving the 

issue.continue a discussion I hope we can continue this discussion at a later 
date.lead a discussion (=be the main speaker in a discussion about 
something) Timothy Garton Ash led a discussion about Britain’s place in the 

world.encourage/promote/stimulate discussion We hope the book will encourage 
discussion on the development of Asian cities.come up for discussion (=be something 
that people discuss) The subject of who owns the islands is likely to come up for 

discussion.facilitate a discussion (=help people to have a successful discussion) His 
role is to facilitate discussions between the two opposing groups.confine the 
discussion to sth (=only discuss one thing) We shall confine our discussion in this 

chapter to the country’s recent history.discussion + VERBSa discussion takes 
place Discussions took place about the types of restaurants and shops that would be 
most appropriate for the area.a discussion arises/ensues (=people start to discuss 

something) Considerable discussion arose over the role played by the US in the war.a 
discussion centres on/focuses on sth The discussion centred on the best way to 
use the money.NOUNS + discussiona group discussion Students are expected to take 

part in group discussions about a range of different topics.a class discussion We had 
a class discussion about the death penalty.a round-table discussion (=a discussion in 
which everyone is equal and has the right to talk and ask questions) There was 

a round-table discussion involving the president and business leaders.discussion + 

NOUNSa discussion document The booklet is in the form of a discussion 
document.PREPOSITIONSa discussion about/on sth There has been a lot 

of discussion about racism in sport recently.a discussion with sb He visited Paris 
for discussions with the French president.a discussion between sb There have 
been discussions between the two companies about a possible merger.sth is under 

discussion (=people are discussing it) The subject is still under discussion and no 
agreement has been reached.be in discussion with sb (=be discussing something 
with someone) We are currently in discussion with his lawyer.PHRASESa subject/topic 

for discussion also a subject/topic of discussion The main topic for discussion in 
Britain is usually the weather.the outcome of a discussion (=what is decided as the 
result of a discussion) The main outcome of the discussions was a trade agreement 

between the two countries.use sth as the basis for discussion The teacher used the 
film as a basis for discussion about women’s issues.throw the subject open for 
discussion (=allow people to discuss something and give their opinions about it) The 

chairman threw the subject open for discussion and asked people for their 
comments.bring the discussion to an end/close (=end the discussion) We’re 
running out of time and I think we had better bring the discussion to a close.a 

discussion is going nowhere (=it is not achieving anything useful) I don’t see any 
point in continuing – this discussion is going nowhere.a full and frank discussion (=a 
discussion in which people say what they really think and often strongly disagree) Let’s 

just say we had a full and frank discussion about why we lost the 

game.THESAURUS: discussiondebatediscussion of a particular subject that  

often continues for a long time, in which people express different opinions. Also used to  

mean a formal discussion of a subject, after which people vote for or against  

something:The student union is holding a debate on the death penalty. | There is a lot  
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of debate about the safety of nuclear power.talksformal discussions between 

governments, organizations etc:the Arab-Israeli peace talks | The next round of trade 

talks will be held in the spring. | Bilateral talks (=between two groups or countries)on 

refugees took place in November.negotiationsofficial discussions between two or  

more groups who are trying to agree on something:The two sides have begun 

negotiations aimed at ending the dispute. | International negotiations on reducing  

sulphur dioxide emissions have ended without agreement.conferencea large formal  

meeting at which people from many places discuss their work or research, or important  

matters relating to their organization:an international conference on nuclear  

physics | the Labour Party conferenceconsultationa formal discussion in which people  

who are affected by or involved in something can give their opinions:The government  

promised a full public consultation before a decision was made to build the 

airport. | Students and their parents were involved in the consultation process.  

disease /dɪˈziːz/ noun  an illness which affects a person, animal, or 

plantADJECTIVES/NOUNS + diseasea common disease Measles is a common 
disease among children.a rare disease She suffers from a rare bone disease.a serious 

disease He was worried that he might be suffering from a serious disease.a 
fatal/deadly disease (=that causes death) If left untreated, the disease can be 

fatal. | Thousands of children are struck down by this deadly disease every year.an 
incurable disease (=that cannot be cured) Diseases that were once thought incurable 
can now be treated with antibiotics.an infectious/contagious disease (=that spreads 

quickly from one person to another) The disease is highly 
contagious.heart/blood/skin etc disease He is being treated for kidney disease.a 
hereditary/inherited/genetic disease (=that is passed from parent to child) Should 

people with a serious hereditary disease have children?a sexually transmitted 
disease (=that is spread by having sex) There was a worrying rise in the number 
of sexually transmitted diseases.a tropical disease (=one that occurs in hot 

countries) Malaria is the commonest of the tropical diseases.a degenerative 
disease formal (=one that gradually gets worse and makes your body weaker over a 
long time) She was suffering from a degenerative disease that confined her to a 

wheelchair.chronic disease formal (=continuing for a long time and not possible to 
cure) Chronic disease is sometimes seen as an inevitable part of being old.VERBShave 
a disease How long have you had the disease?suffer from a disease About three 

million people suffer from the disease.catch/get a disease also contract a 
disease formal He caught the disease while travelling in Africa.develop a disease A 
few years ago, she developed a serious lung disease.die of/from (a) disease Many of 

the prisoners died of disease.pass on a disease also transmit a disease formal They 
may pass the disease on to their children.carry a disease (=have it and able to give it 
to people) They tried to kill the insects that carried the disease.cause a 

disease Smoking is probably the major factor causing heart disease.prevent a 
disease It has been claimed that fibre in the diet could help prevent many 
serious diseases.treat a disease The disease can be treated with antibiotics.cure a 

disease The plant was believed to cure diseases in humans and cattle.fight/control a 
disease (=try to stop it continuing) Some bacteria help the human body fight 
disease.detect a disease The treatment is effective only if the disease is detected 
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early.diagnose a disease also diagnose sb with a disease (=say what a disease 

is) The disease is difficult to diagnose. | He was diagnosed with the disease 10 years 
ago.a disease spreads The disease spread quickly throughout Europe.PREPOSITIONSa 

disease of the lungs/liver/spine etc He suffers from a disease of the 
liver.PHRASESa cure for a disease There is no known cure for this disease.the 
symptoms of a disease (=physical signs that someone has a disease) To begin with, 

there are often no symptoms of the disease.an outbreak of a disease (=an occasion 
when a lot of people or animals get it) There has been an outbreak of the disease in 
Wales.the spread of a disease Knowing the facts about AIDS can prevent the spread 

of the disease.a stage of a disease She was still in the early stages of the disease. 

disgust /dɪsˈgʌst, dɪz-/ noun  a very strong feeling of dislike or 

disapprovalVERBSlook at sb/sth with disgust She looked at him with disgust.feel 
disgust also experience disgust formal He felt disgust at seeing his daughter’s killer 

in court.show/express your disgust The player showed his disgust by throwing his 
shirt to the ground as he left the pitch.hide your disgust She made no effort 
to hide her disgust.ADJECTIVESobvious disgust She was staring at him with obvious 

disgust.utter disgust He had a look of utter disgust on his face.PREPOSITIONSin 
disgust Sam threw his books down in disgust and stormed out of the room.with 

disgust She shook her head with disgust.disgust at/with sb/sth The fans didn’t hide 
their disgust at the referee’s decision.PHRASESa look/expression of disgust He 
reached into the bin with a look of disgust on his face.feelings of disgust People who 

are extremely overweight often experience feelings of disgust about their own 
bodies.(much) to sb’s disgust Much to my disgust, I found that there were no toilets 
for the disabled.be full of disgust His voice was full of disgust and anger.turn up 

your nose in disgust (=reject something because you feel disgust) The dog turned 
up its nose in disgust at the bowl of food. 

disgusting /dɪsˈɡʌstɪŋ, dɪz-/ adjective  extremely unpleasant and making you 

feel sickADVERBSabsolutely disgusting (=completely disgusting) The soup 

tasted absolutely disgusting.Don’t say very disgusting.THESAURUS: 

disgusting→ terrible  

dish /dɪʃ/ noun  1. a type of food that is served as one part of a 

mealADJECTIVES/NOUNS + disha French/Greek/Mexican etc dish Mexican 

dishes are often very spicy.a local dish When I’m visiting a place, I like to try the local 
dishes.a country’s national dish Fish and chips is Britain’s national dish.a 
traditional/classic dish Sushi is a traditional Japanese dish.a meat/fish/vegetable 

etc dish This herb is used in many meat dishes.a vegetarian dish Most restaurants 
now have vegetarian dishes on the menu.a delicious/tasty dish They serve a wide 
range of tasty dishes.a hot/cold dish I prefer to eat hot dishes in the winter.a simple 

dish This simple dish only takes a few minutes to prepare.a sweet dish The dish is 
too sweet for some people’s tastes.a savoury dish BrE a savory dish AmE (=tasting 
of salt and not sweet) The cheese can be used in both sweet and savoury dishes.a 

main dish The main dish was fish stew.a side dish (=a small amount of food such as 
vegetables or salad, that you eat with a main dish) I ordered the salad as a side 
dish.VERBScook a dish He cooks some amazing dishes.prepare/make a dish Most of 

these dishes can be prepared in advance.serve a dish This dish can be served as a 
first course.create a dish The dish was created by a French chef.PHRASESa 
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variety/range/selection/choice of dishes The restaurant offers a delicious range 

of homemade dishes.the most popular dish on the menu The chocolate pancakes 
are the most popular dish on the menu.2. a container with low sides, used for serving 

or cooking foodADJECTIVES/NOUNS + disha shallow/deep dish Arrange the meat in 
a shallow dish.a serving dish Put the pudding into a serving dish.a pie dish You will 
need a big pie dish.a baking dish (=for using in an oven)a casserole dish (=used for 

making stew)an ovenproof dish (=which is not damaged by the heat of an 
oven)3. the dishes are the plates, bowls, pans etc that have been used when making 

and serving a meal GrammarAlways plural in this meaning. VERBSdo/wash the 

dishes I was in the kitchen doing the dishes.clear the dishes (=take them off the 
table) He stood up and began clearing the dishes.dry the dishes Gloria helped dry the 
dishes after dinner.put away the dishes I’ll do the washing-up and then you can put 

away the dishes.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + dishdirty dishes He used to leave dirty 
dishes in the sink.the breakfast/supper/lunch dishes Mike offered to wash the 
breakfast dishes. 

disheartening /dɪsˈhɑːtn-ɪŋ $ -ɑːr-/ adjective  THESAURUS > depressing 

dishonest /dɪsˈɒnəst, dɪsˈɒnɪst $ -ˈɑː-/ adjective  behaving in a way that is 

intended to deceive people, for example by lying, cheating, or 

stealing GrammarDishonest is most commonly used after the verb be: Are you  

accusing me of being dishonest? Not all politicians  

are dishonest. ADVERBSdeliberately dishonest When he said he knew nothing about 

it, he was being deliberately dishonest.patently dishonest (=obviously dishonest) He 
described the government’s attitude as patently dishonest.fundamentally/basically 

dishonest There is something fundamentally dishonest about this policy.downright 
dishonest informal (=completely dishonest) It was downright dishonest of him to sign 
the contract when he knew that he couldn’t do what was agreed.NOUNSa dishonest 

person There are dishonest people in every area of society.dishonest 
tactics/methods They used dishonest tactics to get what they wanted.a dishonest 
claim The company made dishonest claims about its products.dishonest 

conduct formal (=dishonest behaviour) He was found guilty of dishonest 

conduct.THESAURUS: 

dishonestcorruptofficial | politician | leader | government | regime | police 

officer | cop | practice | system | countryusing your official power in a dishonest  

way to get advantages for yourself:Corrupt officials have been accepting  

bribes. | Corrupt politicians were put in jail. | There was an international campaign  

against Burma’s corrupt military regime (=government – used to show 

disapproval). | The police force is determined to get rid of all officers who are engaged 

in corrupt practices. | The justice system is notoriously corrupt (=everyone knows it  

is corrupt).deviousway | means | scheme | tactics | minddishonest in a clever  

way, and good at thinking of ways of secretly tricking people in order to get what you 

want:Companies bend the rules in various devious ways. | Using various devious  
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means, they can trick people into paying hundreds of dollars for things they don’t  

want. | You have a very devious mind! | Be careful what you tell her – she can be very  

devious.sneaky informaltrick | waysecretly tricking people in order to get what you 

want:What a sneaky trick! | Companies have all kinds of sneaky ways of getting  

information about their customers. | It was a bit sneaky not telling him that you 

already had a boyfriend. Sneaky or devious?These words are similar in  

meaning. Sneaky is much more informal than devious. You say a sneaky trick (not  

a ‘devious’ one). Devious sounds more serious and is often used when someone  

carefully plans what they are doing. slysmile | grin | look | fox | waydeliberately  

behaving in a way that hides what you are really thinking or doing, and is often slightly  

dishonest:He left the room with a sly smile on his face. | The old man had a sly grin on  

his face, as if he knew something that we didn’t. | He’s a sly old fox (=a sly  

person). | Lucy was very sly and didn’t tell him where she was  

going.underhand BrE underhanded AmEtactics | method | means | manner | wa

y | dealingsunderhand methods involve secretly deceiving people in order to get what  

you want:The other candidate used underhand tactics to win the election. | The boy 

behaved in an underhand way, and made sure that he was never the one who got the 

blame. | There has never been any hint that he was involved in underhand 

dealings (=secretly dishonest business activities). | I find it hard to believe that she 

could be involved in anything  

underhand.unscrupulousemployer | landlord | lender | dealer | trader | seller | 

owner | politician | company | personan unscrupulous person uses dishonest and 

unfair methods to get what they want, without caring about the effects of their actions  

on other people:Some unscrupulous employers try to avoid paying pensions to their  

workers. | The new rules are intended to prevent unscrupulous landlords from 

overcharging tenants. | Unscrupulous lenders try to persuade people to borrow huge 

sums of  

money.fraudulent formalclaim | practice | activity | conduct | transaction | use |

 accountingdeliberately deceiving people, especially in order to get money – used 

when this is against the law or the official rules:You will be prosecuted if you make 

a fraudulent claim on your insurance policy. | The stolen credit card had been used to  

carry out fraudulent transactions (=for buying things or getting money in a dishonest  

way). | Fraudulent use of a passport is a serious  

offence.deceitful formalway | politiciantelling lies or tricking people, especially in  

order to get what you want:He won the race in a deceitful way. | The company were 

deliberately deceitful about their intentions when they bought the land. | It would be 

deceitful to suggest that this is an easy task.ANTONYMS → honest 
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disinfect /ˌdɪsənˈfekt/ verb  THESAURUS > clean2 

dislike1 /dɪsˈlaɪk/ verb  to think someone or something is unpleasant and not 

like themADVERBSstrongly/heartily dislike Many people strongly dislike being 
contradicted.particularly dislike He was not fond of fish, and particularly disliked 

shellfish.instinctively dislike (=without thinking about why) Parents instinctively 
dislike the government telling them how to raise their children.dislike sb/sth 
intensely (=very strongly) She had to work with a man who she disliked intensely.be 

widely/generally disliked (=by many people) As a leader, he was widely 

disliked.THESAURUS: dislikenot liketo not like someone or something:Why did  

you invite Claire? You know I don’t like her. | I don’t really like getting up in the 

morning when it’s dark. Not like or dislike?Dislike is stronger than not like, and is  

used especially in written English. not be very keen on sth informal also not be 

very fond of sth especially BrEused to say that you do not like something, but in a  

polite or gentle way:I’m not very keen on Chinese food. | She’s never been very fond 

of his books.not think much of sb/sthto not like someone or something because you 

do not have a good opinion of them:We’ve tried that restaurant twice and we don’t  

think much of it. | I worked with him last year and I didn’t think much of him.not be 

sb’s kind of thing also not be sb’s cup of tea informalto not be the kind of thing  

you enjoy – used about activities, films, books etc:Detective stories aren’t really my 

kind of thing.go off sb/sth BrE informalto stop liking someone or something that you 

used to like:Dan and I went out together for six months and then I just went off  

him.put sb off sb/sth BrEto make you stop liking someone or something:I was  

terrible at sport at school and it totally put me off doing any kind of  

exercise.ANTONYMS → like 

dislike2 /dɪsˈlaɪk, ˈdɪslaɪk/ noun  a feeling of not liking someone or 

somethingADJECTIVESa deep/strong/great dislike He took a strong dislike to his 

piano teacher.an intense/violent dislike She has an intense dislike of the media.a 
hearty dislike (=a very strong dislike) Doctors have a hearty dislike of this kind of 
advertising, which encourages people to eat unhealthy food.a personal dislike I 

allowed my personal dislike of the man to influence my decision.initial 
dislike Margaret had made some effort to overcome an initial dislike of Louise.mutual 
dislike Their mutual dislike is well known.a visceral dislike formal (=a very strong 

dislike that does not change) Many people had a visceral dislike of him as a 
leader.VERBShave a dislike of/for sb/sth I have a particular dislike of modern 
jazz.feel dislike of/for sb/sth I don’t feel any dislike for him – we’re just very 

different.take a dislike to sb/sth (=start to dislike someone or something) My 
sister took an instant dislike to him.show/express your dislike of/for sb/sth Arthur 
tried hard not to show his dislike of the meal. | They are too scared 

to express their dislike of the president.hide/conceal your dislike of/for sb/sth He 
didn’t bother to hide his dislike for me.share a dislike of/for sb/sth He seems 
to share your dislike for religion.overcome your dislike of/for sb/sth (=stop 

disliking something) She managed to overcome her dislike of the local 
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food.PREPOSITIONSa dislike of sth/sb Denise shared her mother’s dislike 

of housework.a dislike for sb/sth He always had a deep dislike for authority. Dislike  

of or dislike for?These prepositions mean the same. Of is more common.  

dismal /ˈdɪzməl/ adjective  THESAURUS > sad (2) 

dismiss /dɪsˈmɪs/ verb  1. to refuse to consider someone’s idea, opinion etc, 

because you think it is not serious, true, or importantNOUNSdismiss an idea Both 

actors dismissed any idea of a romantic relationship between them.dismiss a 
suggestion/proposal He dismissed suggestions by his rival that he should 
resign.dismiss a possibility The prime minister dismissed the possibility of an early 

election.dismiss a claim An industrial tribunal dismissed his claim of unfair 
dismissal.dismiss an allegation/charge She dismissed all the allegations against her, 
saying they were completely unfounded.dismiss a thought I tried 

to dismiss the thought that he could be lying to me.dismiss fears The Transport 
minister dismissed fears that the railway line would close.dismiss 
criticism He dismissed criticism of the country’s human rights record.ADVERBSdismiss 

sth easily/lightly (=without much thought) This is a question that cannot 
be dismissed lightly.quickly dismiss sth He quickly dismissed the idea as 
unworkable.casually dismiss sth (=without thinking about it seriously enough) You 

can’t just casually dismiss her opinion like that.PHRASESdismiss sth out of 
hand (=immediately, without thinking about it) It’s an interesting idea so 
don’t dismiss it out of hand.dismiss sth as unrealistic/false/ridiculous 

etc We dismissed his proposal as completely unworkable.dismiss sth as nonsense/a 
fake/a joke etc She dismissed the comments as ‘a joke’.2. to make someone leave 
their job, usually because they have done something 

wrongPREPOSITIONS/ADVERBSdismiss sb from their job/post/position He was 
dismissed from his post as chairman of the party.dismiss sb for sth/on the grounds 
of sth (=for a particular reason) The senior nursing officer was dismissed for 

misconduct.be unfairly dismissed The tribunal decided that she was unfairly 
dismissed from her job. 

disobedient /ˌdɪsəˈbiːdiənt◂, ˌdɪsəʊ- $ ˌdɪsə-, ˌdɪsoʊ-/ adjective  THESAURUS 

> naughty 

disobey /ˌdɪsəˈbeɪ, ˌdɪsəʊ- $ ˌdɪsə-, ˌdɪsoʊ-/ verb [I,T]  to refuse to do what 

someone with authority tells you to do, or refuse to obey a rule or lawNOUNSdisobey 

sb’s orders/instructions He had disobeyed the captain’s orders.disobey the 
law/rules If you disobey the rules, you can expect to be punished.disobey an 
officer In the army, it is a crime to disobey a superior officer.disobey your 

father/mother/parents etc You know what will happen, if you continue 
to disobey your father.ADVERBSwilfully disobey (=deliberately disobey) The charges 
against him include making false official statements and wilfully 

disobeying orders.THESAURUS: 

disobeybreaklaw | rule | regulations | guidelines | limit | agreement | promis

eto not obey a law or rule, or not do what you have agreed or promised:The 

government will deal harshly with anyone who breaks the law. | They are not allowed 

to break the rules of their religion. | The minister was caught breaking the 
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speed limit by the police. | Both sides accused each other  

of breaking their agreement. | She said she would come to the party and then 

she broke her promise.defylaw | order | ban | father | parentsto deliberately refuse  

to do what someone in authority tells you to do, especially in a way that shows you do 

not agree with them and have no respect for them:Supermarkets  

are defying the law by opening on national holidays. | The police arrested the youth  

for defying a court order. | Protesters defied the ban on demonstrations (=defied an 

order that forbids you from doing something). | John had always argued with  

his father and defied him.flout /flaʊt/law | rules | regulationsto deliberately disobey 

a rule or law in a very public way, especially in a way that shows you do not care about  

it:Some drivers regularly flout the law and drive at speeds of over 180 kilometres per  

hour. | We need tougher action against companies who flout the rules. | For too long,  

people have blatantly flouted building regulations (=in a very obvious  

way).violatelaw | rules | regulations | rights | agreement | treaty | terms | prin

cipleto disobey a law, or do something that is against an agreement or  

principle:Capone was arrested for violating US tax laws. | EU duties on imports from 

Thailand may violate international trade rules. | The government has violated the basic  

human rights of its citizens. | He denied that Britain had violated its agreement. | Both  

countries have accused each other of violating the treaty. | She violated the terms of  

her contract by working for another company. | Giving government money to a  

company violates the principle of free 

competition.contravene formallaw | act | guidelines | rules | agreement | treaty 

| resolution | convention | section | articleto be against a law, rule, or agreement,  

or do something that is against a law, rule, or agreement:Some people say that the US 

invasion contravened international law. | The players were wearing shirts  

which contravened the rules. | The deal did not contravene any existing  

trade agreements. | Legal advice suggests that such actions  

could contravene the Treaty of Rome. | They claim that these acts contravene the 

United Nations resolution. | The British government may have contravened the 

European Convention on Human Rights. | The law could contravene article 30 of the 

treaty (=be against part of a treaty).ANTONYMS → obey 

disorder /dɪsˈɔːdə $ -ˈɔːrdər/ noun  a mental or physical illness which prevents 

part of your body from working properlyADJECTIVES/NOUNS + disordera common/rare 

disorder The doctor said that it was a very common skin disorder.a genetic 
disorder (=caused by a gene from your parents) This genetic disorder speeds up the 
process of ageing.a mental/psychiatric/psychological disorder (=affecting the 

mind) He was diagnosed with a severe psychiatric disorder.a 
blood/brain/heart/liver etc disorder She suffers from a rare blood disorder.an 
eating disorder (=in which someone stops eating a normal amount of food) Eating 

disorders can be very difficult to treat. | severe eating disorders such as bulimia and 
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anorexiaa sleep/sleeping disorder Sleep disorders such as insomnia affect huge 

numbers of people.a personality disorder (=that stops someone having normal 
relationships) The study suggested that 84% of prisoners have some sort of personality 

disorder.VERBShave a disorder The singer admitted she had an eating disorder.suffer 
from a disorder People who are suffering from psychological disorders often fail to get 
treatment.develop a disorder Women are more likely to develop this disorder than 

men.treat a disorder The drug is used to treat lung disorders.a disorder affects 
sb/sth Many genetic disorders affect only girls or only boys.PREPOSITIONSa disorder 
of sth He suffers from a rare disorder of the liver. 

display AC /dɪˈspleɪ/ noun  a show or an arrangement of things for people to 

look at or buyADJECTIVESa fine/magnificent/superb display (=a very good 
one) The museum has a magnificent display of medieval jewellery.a 
spectacular/dazzling/eye-catching display (=very impressive to look at) The 

gymnastic team put on a dazzling display.a special display There was a special 
display of local photographs at the studio.a window display (=in the window of a 
shop) The window display caught my eye. | I stopped to look at something in 

the window display.a floral display (=of flowers) The village has won many awards for 
its floral displays.VERBScreate a display She created an award-winning display at the 

national garden show.have a display The gallery has a superb display of modern 
art.go on/be on display The vase will go on display to the public from today. | Her 
paintings are on display in the National Portrait Gallery.display + NOUNSa display 

case/cabinet (=a small cupboard with a glass front) There was a display case full of 
medals.a display board We put photographs of all the school’s staff on the display 
board.a display stand (=a table with shelves etc, for showing things to the public) A 

lot of companies had impressive display stands in the conference hall.a display 
area/space Can you help me set the stand up in the display area?PREPOSITIONSa 
display of sth I was amazed at the dazzling display of talent on show. 

disposal AC /dɪˈspəʊzəl $ -ˈspoʊ-/ noun  the process of getting rid of 

somethingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + disposalsafe disposal The US and Russia held talks on 
the safe disposal of nuclear weapons.illegal disposal People were put at risk by 
the illegal disposal of clinical waste.waste disposal (=of unwanted materials or 

substances) Most countries have improved their standards of waste 
disposal.refuse/rubbish/garbage disposal (=of things people throw out of houses, 

shops etc) Refuse disposal is the responsibility of county councils.sewage 
disposal (=of waste water and waste products from toilets etc) The city invested 
heavily in improved sewage disposal.bomb disposal (=of bombs before they 

explode) The building was evacuated and a bomb disposal team moved in.disposal + 

NOUNSa disposal site (=a place to put waste and rubbish) The waste was sent by rail 
to a disposal site in Utah.a disposal facility (=a place where waste, especially harmful 

waste, is kept or dealt with) There just aren’t enough disposal facilities for toxic 
waste.a disposal problem All cities have a waste disposal problem.PREPOSITIONSthe 
disposal of sth There are strict rules governing the safe disposal of hazardous waste. 

dispute /dɪˈspjuːt, ˈdɪspjuːt/ noun  a serious argument or 

disagreementADJECTIVES/NOUNS + disputea bitter/fierce/acrimonious 
dispute (=very angry) It caused a bitter dispute between the neighbouring republics.a 
major/serious dispute He had major disputes with several players.a minor 

dispute A minor dispute about homework became a violent confrontation.a long-
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running/long dispute They now have a chance to end this long-running dispute.an 

industrial dispute BrE a labor dispute AmE (=between workers and employers) A lot 
of working days are lost through industrial disputes.a pay dispute (=about how much 

money employees are paid) The pay dispute involved 450 staff.a trade dispute The 
countries were involved in a trade dispute over imports of bananas.a political/legal 
dispute There was a long legal dispute between the two companies.a domestic 

dispute formal (=between people who live together) The court heard that he had been 
stabbed during a domestic dispute.a border dispute (=about where the border 
between two countries is) The border dispute between Argentina and Chile was 

resolved.a territorial dispute (=about which country land belongs to) The war started 
as the result of a territorial dispute.VERBSbe involved in/have a dispute The US 
government was involved in a dispute with China.be locked in a dispute (=be 

involved in one that is difficult to resolve) Workers and management are locked in a 
bitter dispute.get into a dispute (=become involved) We don’t want to get into a 
dispute with them.be in dispute with sb He was in dispute with the company about 

his contract.resolve/settle/end a dispute It is hoped that the dispute can be 
resolved peacefully.deal with/handle a dispute The court can deal with 
disputes between member states.mediate (in) a dispute (=help people to agree) He 

has rejected a UN offer to mediate the dispute.sth leads to a dispute Decisions about 
education can lead to disputes between parents.a dispute 
arises (=starts) Sometimes a dispute arises between the seller and the 

buyer.PREPOSITIONSa dispute over/about sth There was a dispute over pay.a 
dispute between sb and sb It is a typical dispute between two former business 
partners.a dispute with sb He was involved in a dispute with his employer. 

dissertation /ˌdɪsəˈteɪʃən $ ˌdɪsər-/ noun  a long piece of writing on a particular 

subject, especially one written for a university degreeADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ dissertationa 3,000-word/15,000-word etc dissertation Courses are assessed by 

written examination and by a 15,000-word dissertation.a PhD/MA etc dissertation I 
wrote my MA dissertation on Japanese phonetics.an undergraduate 
dissertation BrE More and more colleges are requiring undergraduate 

dissertations that demonstrate a student’s abilities.a research dissertation He is 
collecting data for his research dissertation.VERBSwrite/do a dissertation Students 
have to write a 10,000-word dissertation.finish/complete a dissertation Do you 

think you will complete your dissertation on time?hand in your 
dissertation also submit your dissertation formal You 
must submit your dissertation by the deadline date.dissertation + NOUNSa dissertation 

topic You should select a dissertation topic that can be completed within a two-year 
time frame.a dissertation abstract (=a short description of the contents of a 
dissertation) This article presents relevant guidelines on how to write a 

good dissertation abstract.a dissertation proposal All dissertation proposals must be 
approved by the course tutor.PREPOSITIONSa dissertation on sth She wrote 
her dissertation on Charles Baudelaire, the French poet. 

distance /ˈdɪstəns/ noun  the amount of space between two places or 

thingsADJECTIVESa long/great/considerable distance The sound of guns seemed a 
long distance away.vast distances (=very long distances) The aircraft is able to carry 

huge loads over vast distances.a short distance I quickly walked the short distance to 
the car.a good distance (=quite a long distance) He was a good distance ahead of 
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us.some distance (=quite a long distance) He heard a scream some distance away.a 

safe distance (=enough space to be safe) You should keep a safe distance from the 
car in front.a respectful distance Two members of staff were standing at a respectful 

distance.the right/correct distance Are you the right distance from your computer 
screen?the stopping/braking distance (=how far you travel in a car after pressing 
the brakes) What’s the stopping distance at 30 miles an hour?VERBStravel a 

great/long etc distance In some countries children must travel great distances to 
school each day.cover a distance (=go a particular distance) I don’t know how 
he covered the distance so quickly.measure the distance between things Now we 

are able to measure the distances between the planets.judge/estimate a 
distance Animals that hunt can judge distances very well.PREPOSITIONSthe distance 
between sth and sth He judged the distance between the boat and the river bank 

wrongly.the distance from sth to sth The distance from London to Weymouth is 143 
miles.at a distance of two feet/ten metres etc I followed him at a distance of about 
ten yards.from a distance of two feet/ten metres etc She could read the sign from 

a distance of 20 feet.over a long/short etc distance We can now communicate 
easily over long distances.PHRASESwithin (easy) walking distance (=near enough to 
walk to easily) There are lots of restaurants within walking distance.within 

travelling/commuting/driving distance of sth (=near enough to make travel to or 
from a place possible) The job was not within travelling distance of my home.within 
striking distance of sth (=not far from something, especially something you are 

going to attack) Their troops had advanced to within striking distance of the 
town.within spitting distance informal (=very near something) The ball 
passed within spitting distance of the goal.put some distance between yourself and 

sb/sth (=go quite a long way from them) He wanted to put some distance between 
himself and his pursuers. 

distant /ˈdɪstənt/ adjective, adverb  THESAURUS > far 

distinction AC /dɪˈstɪŋkʃən/ noun  1. a clear difference or separation between 

two similar thingsADJECTIVESa clear distinction The legal system makes a clear 
distinction between adults and children.a fine/subtle distinction (=small) Language 
enables us to make fine distinctions between similar ideas.a sharp distinction (=very 

clear) The president drew a sharp distinction between his party and the Republican 
Party.an important/crucial distinction There is an important distinction between 

these two types of cancer.a fundamental distinction (=a basic one) There is 
a fundamental distinction between authors and readers.a useful distinction He makes 
a useful distinction between the two theories.VERBSmake a distinction also draw a 

distinction formal (=say or show that one exists) It isn’t easy to make a 
distinction between these two words.see a distinction (=recognize that one 
exists) He saw no distinction between religious beliefs and superstition.blur the 

distinction between sth and sth (=make it less clear) The distinction 
between military and civilian targets has become blurred.PREPOSITIONSa distinction 
between sth There is often no clear distinction between an allergy and food 

intolerance.2. the quality of being special in some wayVERBShave/enjoy the 
distinction of doing sth Philadelphia has the distinction of being the largest city in 
Pennsylvania.achieve/earn the distinction of doing sth He had achieved 

the rare distinction of being the only driver to win both races.ADJECTIVESa rare 
distinction Ahmed had achieved the rare distinction of qualifying for all four 
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championships.a dubious distinction (=a special quality that is not good) The country 

has the dubious distinction of having the highest proportion of its population in prison. 

distort /dɪˈstɔːt $ -ɔːrt/ verb  THESAURUS > change1 (2) 

distress /dɪˈstres/ noun  1. great unhappiness or 

sufferingADJECTIVESgreat/considerable/deep distress This type of crime can 
cause great distress.acute/severe distress (=which you feel very strongly) She was 
clearly suffering from acute distress after the death of her 

husband.emotional/mental/psychological distress Some people eat too much as a 
way of dealing with emotional distress.physical distress (=suffering in part of your 
body) Relieving the physical distress of the patient is the first 

priority.financial/economic distress (=difficulties caused by money problems) The 
charity helps families who are in financial distress.obvious distress She had arrived on 
Gina’s doorstep one evening in obvious distress.further distress I was anxious to 

avoid causing them any further distress.VERBScause sb distress I’m sorry if 
I caused you any distress.feel distress I know that he feels great distress as a result 
of losing his job.suffer/experience distress She claimed that 

she suffered emotional distress because of the company’s actions.show signs of 
distress Did your pet show any signs of distress when you moved home?express your 
distress (=say that you feel unhappy) The president expressed his distress at the loss 

of life.relieve/alleviate distress (=make it less painful) No one came 
to relieve my distress.add to sb’s distress I don’t want to add to your distress by 
giving you more things to worry about.PREPOSITIONSin distress The girl was crying 

and clearly in distress. | He was waving his hands in distress.sb’s distress at/over 
sth We share their distress at what has happened.to sb’s distress To the distress 
of his parents, he showed no interest in getting a job.PHRASESa state of distress The 

women was in a state of distress.a cause/source of distress It is a source of 
distress to some parents that their children don’t feel able to talk to them. | I hate 
being the cause of their distress.a damsel in distress especially humorous (=a young 

woman who needs help) He stopped to help a damsel in distress.2. a situation when a 
ship or aircraft is in danger and needs helpdistress + NOUNSa distress call/signal The 
ship sent out a distress signal because it was sinking.a distress flare Captain Richards 

spotted their distress flares.PREPOSITIONSin distress We stopped to help another 
boat in distress. 

distressed /dɪˈstrest/ adjective  THESAURUS > sad (1) 

distribute verb  THESAURUS > give (1) 

district /ˈdɪstrɪkt/ noun  an area of a town or the countryside, especially one 

with particular featuresADJECTIVES/NOUNS + districtan urban district (=in a town) By 
1911 over three-quarters of British people lived in urban districts.a rural district (=in 
the countryside) There are few schools in the rural districts of Bangladesh.the 

surrounding districts (=in the area around or next to something) The market attracts 
farmers from the surrounding districts.a financial/business/commercial 
district (=where there are a lot of banks and other businesses) He works in San 

Francisco’s financial district.a shopping district The bomb exploded in a 
crowded shopping district.an entertainment district (=where there are a lot of bars, 
clubs etc) The West End is London’s entertainment district.a theatre district BrE a 

theater district AmE The restaurant is located in the middle of New York’s theater 
district.a residential district (=where people live rather than work) The residential 
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districts are much quieter than the city centre.a poor/wealthy district (=where a lot 

of people are poor or wealthy) He lived in one of London’s poorest districts.a slum 
district (=where poor people live in very bad conditions) Disease was common in 

the slum districts.a fashionable district (=popular with rich or well-known 
people) She lives in a fashionable district of the city.PREPOSITIONSin a district The 

apartment is in a wealthy district of Cairo.THESAURUS: district→ area (1)  

distrust /dɪsˈtrʌst/ noun  a feeling that you cannot trust 

someoneADJECTIVESdeep/profound distrust (=great distrust) Dylan’s deep 
distrust of journalists made him difficult to interview.mutual distrust (=both people, 

countries etc distrust each other) The two countries are locked in a relationship 
of mutual distrust.popular/public distrust A new study shows that public distrust of 
the media has increased.widespread/general distrust (=among many people) The 

financial crisis has led to widespread distrust of the banking industry.growing 
distrust The poll reveals a growing distrust of business among the public.healthy 
distrust (=distrust for good reasons) He has always had a healthy distrust of 

authority.VERBSfeel distrust Eighty percent of American citizens feel distrust of 
politicians.create distrust Lies create distrust in a relationship between two 
people.PREPOSITIONSdistrust of sb/sth Will the country ever overcome its distrust 

of foreigners?distrust between sb and sb The book discusses the origins of 
the distrust between the Arab World and the West.distrust towards/toward 
sb/sth There is growing distrust toward the government.with distrust Local people 

regard the police with suspicion and distrust.PHRASESa climate/atmosphere of 
distrust There remains a climate of distrust between the management and the 
workers.feelings of distrust She has had feelings of distrust for her husband ever 

since he admitted to having an affair. 

disturb /dɪˈstɜːb $ -ɜːrb/ verb  to interrupt someone or interfere with something 

so that it cannot continue in the same wayNOUNSdisturb sb’s concentration I 

couldn’t work with the kids disturbing my concentration.disturb sb’s sleep Local 
people said their sleep was being disturbed by noise from aircraft.disturb sb’s 
thoughts A gentle knock on the door disturbed his thoughts.disturb the 

balance also disturb the equilibrium formal His arrival disturbed the 

delicate balance of their marriage. Disturb the peace is used in legal contexts, to  

refer to the crime of making a loud noise, fighting etc in a public place: He was found  

guilty of disturbing the peace. PHRASESsorry to disturb you spoken Sorry to disturb 

you, but could you sign this letter, please? 

disturbance /dɪˈstɜːbəns $ -ɜːr-/ noun  a situation in which people behave 

violently in publicADJECTIVESa violent disturbance Over a hundred people were 

injured during violent disturbances in the capital.a serious disturbance There 
were serious disturbances in a number of British cities.a public disturbance Many 
people were unhappy with the government’s plans but there were no reports of public 

disturbances.civil disturbances (=fighting between different groups of people in a 
country) Two men had already been killed in civil disturbances.political 
disturbances There were political disturbances following the 

announcement.VERBScause/create a disturbance Several people were arrested 
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for creating a disturbance outside the embassy.quell a disturbance formal (=stop 

one) Extra police were called to quell the disturbances.be involved in a 
disturbance He was involved in a disturbance with journalists waiting outside his 

house.a disturbance breaks out (=starts) A disturbance broke out between local 
youths and a group of soldiers. 

ditch /dɪtʃ/ noun  a long narrow hole dug at the side of a field, road etc to hold 

or remove unwanted waterADJECTIVES/NOUNS + ditcha deep ditch The car had 

become stuck in a deep ditch.a shallow ditch (=not deep) The body was found in 
a shallow ditch.a drainage ditch (=for water to drain away into) They were digging a 
drainage ditch.an irrigation ditch (=taking water to fields, crops etc) Fields were 

separated by irrigation ditches.an open ditch (=not covered) The horse had to jump 
over an open ditch.a roadside ditch His clothes were found in a roadside 
ditch.VERBSdig a ditch Ditches were dug to prevent the river from flooding.a ditch 

runs along/down etc sth A muddy ditch ran along the side of the field. 

dive /daɪv/ noun  when something moves down through the air or 

waterADJECTIVESa steep dive (=going down suddenly) The fighter plane went into 

a steep dive.a vertical dive (=going straight down) His actions sent the plane into a 
near vertical dive.a shallow dive (=going down slowly rather than suddenly) The bird 
captures its prey on the ground after a long shallow dive.VERBSgo into a dive (=start 

to move downwards) The plane was in trouble, then it went into a dive.pull out of a 
dive (=stop a plane going down) He tried to pull out of the steep dive before hitting the 
ground. 

diverse adjective  including many different things or types of 

peopleADVERBShighly/incredibly diverse (=extremely diverse) India is an incredibly 

diverse country.ethnically/culturally diverse New York is one of the most culturally 
diverse cities in the world.NOUNSa diverse range/group The college has students 
from a diverse range of social and economic backgrounds.a diverse 

population/community/society The rainforest is home to a diverse population of 
animals and plants.a diverse workforce The advantage of having a diverse 
workforce is that staff can relate to a wide range of customers.diverse 

backgrounds/cultures University gives you the opportunity to meet people 
from diverse backgrounds.diverse interests He was a man of remarkably diverse 
interests and achievements.diverse needs Teachers have to take account of 

the diverse needs of their students. 

diversity AC /daɪˈvɜːsəti, daɪˈvɜːsɪti, də- $ -ɜːr-/ noun  a situation in which 

something includes many different types of people or 

thingsADJECTIVESgreat/considerable/enormous diversity There was considerable 
diversity of opinion among the experts.rich diversity The region is known for the rich 
diversity of its wildlife.incredible/extraordinary diversity Iran is a country 

of incredible diversity.the sheer diversity of sth (=the surprisingly great 
diversity) The sheer diversity of the courses available is amazing.cultural 
diversity Because of its cultural diversity, Malaysia has many festivals throughout the 

year.ethnic/racial diversity The huge number of different restaurants reflects 
the ethnic diversity of the city.religious diversity The Ivory Coast is a country of 
great religious diversity.political diversity Britain has a reputation for 

tolerating political diversity.biological diversity (=the fact that there are many 
different types of plant and animal) Human society is having a major effect on 
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the biological diversity of the Earth.linguistic diversity (=the fact that there are many 

different languages) There is an amazing amount of linguistic diversity in Africa.genetic 
diversity (=the fact that there are many different genes) Genetic diversity is vital for 

maintaining disease resistance in crops.high/low diversity Areas in central and 
western Africa are regions of high species diversity.VERBSencourage/promote 
diversity Creating a pond in your 

garden encourages wildlife diversity.maintain/protect/preserve diversity It is 
important to maintain diversity among the plant population.increase/reduce 
diversity Governments often try to reduce diversity in education.reflect the diversity 

of sth The school is keen to reflect the diversity of the 
community.PREPOSITIONSdiversity of sth Because of our members’ diversity 
of experience, our debates are interesting and well-informed.diversity in 

sth The diversity in the size and shape of animals’ horns is remarkable. 

divide /dəˈvaɪd, dɪˈvaɪd/ verb  1. to separate something into two or more 

parts GrammarYou can also say divide sth up, with the same meaning. ADVERBSbe 

broadly/roughly divided (up) into sth (=in a way that is not exact) The research 
can be broadly divided into three main categories.be neatly divided (up) into sth In 
those days, the world was neatly divided into friends and enemies.be conveniently 

divided (up) into sth The book is conveniently divided into three 
parts.PREPOSITIONSdivide sth in two The room was divided in two by a plastic 

partition.divide sth (up) into sth Divide the class into groups of four. Divide  

in or divide into?You can use divide in or divide into with numbers on their  

own: She divided the cake in/into two.You use divide into with nouns such as  

groups, types, or categories: The books are divided into three main categories. 2. to 

share something between people or things GrammarYou can also say divide sth up,  

with the same meaning. ADVERBSdivide sth (up) equally We need to divide the 

work equally.divide sth (up) fairly The other family members complained because 

they didn’t think the money was being divided up fairly.be evenly divided The eight-
member panel was evenly divided between Republicans and 
Democrats.PREPOSITIONSdivide sth (up) between/among sb They planned 

to divide the money between them. | After dividing the treasure among themselves, 

they separated.3. to make a group of people disagree with each other GrammarThis  

meaning of divide is often passive. ADVERBSbe deeply divided Politically, the city 

is deeply divided.be bitterly divided The country was bitterly divided over the 
war.sharply divided (=very clearly divided) Opinion is sharply divided on this issue.be 

evenly divided Voters are evenly divided over the plan.be hopelessly divided The 
party remains hopelessly divided and there is no sign of an agreement.VERBSremain 
divided Experts remain divided about whether the drug is harmful or not.NOUNSdivide 

the country/nation We need a leader that can unite this divided country.divide the 
community We risk dividing the community even further.divide the party The issue 

continues to divide the party.divide opinion The war 
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has divided public opinion.PREPOSITIONSbe divided over/on/about sth The people 

are divided over the future of their country. 

division /dəˈvɪʒən/ noun  1. the act of separating something into two or more 

different parts, or the way these parts are separated or sharedADJECTIVESa fair/equal 

division The aim of the law is to make sure that there is a fair division of property if a 
couple divorces.an unfair division People are complaining about the unfair division of 
oil wealth in the country.a clear division There is a clear division between the two 

regions which are conveniently separated by a river.PREPOSITIONSthe division of sth 
into sth The division of Berlin into American, British, French, and Russian zones took 
place in 1945.the division of sth between/among people This paper pays special 

attention to the division of wealth among different segments of the 
population.PHRASESthe division of labour BrE the division of labor AmE (=the way 
different tasks are shared) The unequal division of labour within the home means that 

women do more than their fair share of housework.2. disagreement among the 
members of a group that makes them form smaller opposing 
groupsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + divisiondeep division Deep divisions among members of 

the government exist over several issues.bitter division The country was poor and 
there were bitter divisions between Catholics and Protestants.internal 

division Worrying signs of internal divisions within the organization have 
appeared.class/racial/social division The old class divisions had begun to break 
down.VERBScreate/cause/lead to division What important issues created 

division between the Soviet Union and the US?heal division Can the divisions among 
the Republicans ever be healed?PREPOSITIONSdivision among/between people The 
proposal has caused division among member states of the European Union.divisions 

within sth The prime minister is struggling to control the divisions within his own 
party. 

divorce1 /dəˈvɔːs, dɪˈvɔːs $ -ɔːrs/ noun  the legal ending of a marriageVERBSget 

a divorce After five unhappy years they decided to get a divorce.ask (sb) for a 

divorce She asked her husband for a divorce after he had been unfaithful.want a 
divorce She told him she wanted a divorce.a marriage ends in divorce One in three 
marriages ends in divorce.file/petition for (a) divorce (=start the legal divorce 

process) The next day I saw a lawyer and filed for a divorce.be granted a 
divorce (=be legally given one) Mullaney’s wife was granted a divorce on grounds of 

his adultery.go through a divorce (=experience a divorce) I was going through a 
divorce and it was a very painful time.a divorce comes through (=you get a legal 
document stating that your marriage has ended) The divorce came through last month, 

so she is free to remarry.ADJECTIVESa bitter/painful divorce After a long and bitter 
divorce, Wendy was looking forward to starting a new life. | I had been through 
a painful divorce, and wasn’t ready for a new relationship.a messy 

divorce (=complicated and unpleasant to deal with) For the children’s sake we want to 
avoid a messy divorce.an amicable divorce (=friendly and without angry 
feelings) The marriage ended in an amicable divorce, and they still spend holidays 

together.divorce + NOUNSthe divorce rate (=the number of people who get a 
divorce) The country has a high divorce rate.a divorce case (=a legal case dealing 
with a divorce) It was the biggest divorce case that an English court has dealt with.a 

divorce settlement (=the amount of money, property etc each person gets in a 
divorce) She received a $10 million divorce settlement from her first husband.divorce 
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proceedings (=the legal processes of getting a divorce) Ben and I separated in May, 

and I’ve now started divorce proceedings.a divorce lawyer/court (=one dealing with 
divorce) She’s a famous New York divorce lawyer.divorce papers (=documents 

concerning a divorce) My husband refused to sign the divorce papers.PHRASESgrounds 
for divorce (=acceptable reasons for divorce, according to the law) Violence and 
neglect are grounds for divorce. 

divorce2 /dəˈvɔːs $ -ɔːrs/ verb  if someone divorces their husband or wife, or if 

two people divorce, they legally end their marriage: They got divorced after only two 

years of marriage.THESAURUS: divorceseparateto start to live apart from your  

husband or wife because of problems in your marriage:She separated from her  

husband and moved to a flat in London. | They argued all the time and in the 

end agreed to separate.split up/break upto end a marriage or a romantic  

relationship:When Andy was nine, his parents split up. | He’s just broken up with his  

girlfriend.leave sbto stop living with your husband, wife, or partner, often because you 

are having a relationship with someone else:Her husband left her for a younger woman 

after 27 years of marriage. | Dan’s left me - he says he doesn't love me anymore.  

DNA /ˌdiː en ˈeɪ◂/ noun [U]  a substance that carries genetic information in the 

cells of the bodyDNA + NOUNSa DNA test A DNA test shows that he is not the baby’s 

father.a DNA sample The prisoner refused to give a DNA sample.DNA evidence He 
was found guilty on the basis of DNA evidence.a DNA database The police want to 
create a DNA database containing details of everyone in the UK .DNA 

testing/analysis DNA analysis showed that the dolphin was a separate species.sb’s 
DNA profile (=the way someone’s DNA is arranged) Everyone’s DNA profile is 
different.DNA profiling/fingerprinting (=the use of DNA samples to find out if 

someone was involved in a crime) DNA profiling is often used by the police. 

do /duː/ verb  to perform an action or activitydo + NOUNSdo a 

job/task Machines are doing jobs that humans used to do.do 

work/housework/homework She was too tired to do any work. | I’ve been doing 
the housework all day. | My parents don’t let me go out unless I’ve done my 
homework.do business The company does a lot of business in China.do 

something/nothing/anything My son lies on the sofa and does nothing all day.do 
sports/exercise The doctor says I need to do more exercise.do a 
test/exam/course/class Everyone has to do a fitness test. | She wants 

to do a course in French at Leeds University.do an essay/report I’m doing an essay 
on Jane Austen.do research/an experiment/a study A lot of experiments have 
been done by psychologists on this topic. | Fraser spent some time in 

Egypt doing archaeological research.do a talk/presentation I was asked 
to do a talk at the conference.do a check/inspection/search Customs officers 
are doing a check on the company.do an investigation/survey The police did a 

thorough investigation but they found no new evidence.do a calculation She did a 
quick calculation on a piece of paper.do a 
drawing/painting/picture/sketch He did a picture of an old farmer.do an 

operation The surgeon who did the operation said it was too early to say whether it 

was a success.do some repairs They are doing some repairs to the roof. You often  
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use do when talking about everyday household tasks – do the  

shopping/cleaning/ironing/cooking: Who does the cooking in your family? do  

the dishes/laundry: Can you do the dishes for me (=wash them)? do your  

hair/make-up: She’s upstairs doing her make-up (=putting it on). THESAURUS: 

domakedecision | choice | mistake | speech | statement | announcement | su

ggestion | progress | changeused with certain nouns when saying that someone 

does something, for example decides, says, or changes something:The committee 

will make its final decision tomorrow. | I want to make the best possible choice for the 

future. | The newspaper admitted that it  

had made a mistake. | He made a speech about the need for more nurses. | Can 

I make a suggestion? | His teacher says he has made good progress at  

school. | Companies are having to make major changes to adjust to new market  

conditions.givespeech | talk | presentation | class | lecture | performanceto do 

something such as talk or perform in front of an audience:Lieberman 

is giving a speech today about the need to protect children when they are using the 

internet. | Chris will give an illustrated talk on his expedition to Greenland. | We’ve 

arranged for her to give a short presentation at the next meeting of the Council. | He is  

due to give a lecture on the future of British politics. | Nicole Kidman gave a  

brilliant performance in the 

film.taketest | exam | bath | shower | walk | drive | ride | swimto do something  

– used about tests and everyday actions such as going for a walk or having a  

shower:Kate’s taking her driving test tomorrow. | I think I’ll go 

and take a shower. | They took long walks in the woods. | He had taken a swim in the 

bay near his summer home. British speakers often use have instead of take, and  

say have a bath/shower/walk/swim.You can also say go for a  

walk/drive/swim. commitcrime | offence | murder | robbery | act | suicide | 

sin | atrocityto do something that is a crime, or something that people strongly  

disapprove of:The crime was committed in the early hours of Sunday morning. | He 

was one of the men who committed the robbery. | The group were planning to commit  

acts of terrorism. | She tried to commit suicide because she was being bullied at  

school (=tried to kill herself). | He will be punished for the sins he 

has committed. | The army committed atrocities against the civilian population (=did  

extremely shocking things). You don’t say do a crime/offence. However, when you are  

talking about a particular crime, you can say that someone was the person who did  

the murder/robbery/burglary. carry 
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outwork | task | duties | research | study | test | experiment | operation | inve

stigation | search | survey | business | attack | robbery | punishment | executi

onto do something, especially in a carefully planned way:The work is being carried  

out in the university laboratory. | He was unable to carry out his duties because he was  

too ill. | Scientists have been carrying out research into the effects of the drug. | We 

are currently carrying out tests to find out the cause of the 

problem. | The operation was carried out by a team of surgeons. | They carried  

out a survey on people’s attitudes to work. | A fire at the factory prevented the 

company from carrying out its business. | The group has carried out a number of  

bomb attacks. | The punishment was carried out in the city’s main square. You also  

use carry out when you do what you have said you will do: The union carried out  

their threat and went on strike. You also use it when you do what another person has  

told you to do: I was only carrying out your orders. The staff carried out her  

instructions. conduct formalresearch | study | test | experiment | investigation 

| inquiry | search | survey | ceremony | business | operation | interviewto do 

something, especially in a carefully planned way. Conduct means the same as carry 

out, but it sounds more formal and official:The center is well-equipped for training  

doctors and for conducting medical research. | The study was conducted by Liverpool  

University for the National Rivers Authority. | North Korea announced that it  

had conducted a nuclear test. | The police are conducting an investigation into the 

cause of the fire. | They conducted a survey of approximately 2,000 people living in  

the area. | The ceremony was conducted by the Bishop of Lincoln. | The whole purpose 

of conducting business is to make money. | The interview was conducted in  

English.perform formaltask | duties | operation | surgery | ceremony | analysis 

| research | study | experiment | calculation | actionto do something:The job  

mostly involves performing administrative tasks. | The officer continued to perform his  

normal duties. | Surgeons performed an emergency operation to save the baby. | We 

asked our local priest to perform the ceremony. | Do you think it is right to perform 

experiments on animals? | The children have to perform these actions in time to the 

music.undertake formalinvestigation | inspection | review | research | study | s

urvey | project | programmeto do something, especially something complicated or  

something that needs a lot of effort, which you are responsible for:The company 

is undertaking a full investigation into the allegations. | The lawyers were asked 

to undertake a review of all the available documents. | Erikson undertook a  

major study of Burma. | Rowntree undertook a survey of poverty in rural areas. | All  

final year students have to undertake a research project. | The Department  

will undertake a programme to reduce 
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accidents.implementpolicy | plan | system | programme | decision | recommen

dation | proposal | change | reform | measureto do something that has been 

officially planned or agreed:The government continued to implement its policy of  

radical economic reform. | The Americans hope to implement the plan by 

November. | The company had to abandon plans to implement the 

new system because of financial difficulties. | Managers are expected to implement  

decisions rather than deciding on the overall direction of the company. | Schools will  

have three months in which to implement the changes. | The Socialist government  

resisted implementing economic reforms. | If these measures are implemented, they 

will cause long delays for passengers (=official decisions that are intended to deal with  

something). FormalityOften the same noun can be used with a range of different  

verbs, depending on the formality. For example carry out research/a study/an  

experiment/an operation sounds neutral. Do research/a study/an experiment/an  

operation sounds more informal and is typically used in spoken  

English. Perform research/a study/an experiment/an operation sounds more formal  

and is typically used in written English.  

doctor /ˈdɒktə $ ˈdɑːktər/ noun  someone who is trained to treat people who are 

illVERBS + doctorgo to the doctor I’d been having bad headaches so I went to the 

doctor.see/visit a doctor (=go to the doctor) A friend urged me to see a doctor about 
my breathing problems.ask a doctor also consult a doctor formal If you have any of 
these symptoms, you should consult a doctor.call a doctor (=telephone one and ask 

them to come to you) His mother was very worried and called the doctor.send for/get 
a doctor (=arrange for one to come to you) In the middle of the night we decided to 
get the doctor.qualify as a doctor He studied medicine, and qualified as a doctor in 

2008.doctor + VERBSa doctor examines sb The doctor examined her and said she had 
a chest infection.a doctor treats sb The doctors who treated her say she will recover.a 
doctor prescribes sth (=writes an order for medicine for someone) My doctor 

prescribed me some painkillers.a doctor diagnoses sth (=says what illness someone 
has) The doctor diagnosed malaria.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + doctora qualified/trained 
doctor The operation must be performed by a qualified doctor.a junior 

doctor BrE (=a doctor who has finished their medical training, who works in a hospital 
to get experience) She worked as a junior doctor at South Tyrone Hospital.sb’s local 
doctor You should go and see your local doctor.a family doctor (=who treats all the 

members of a family) We’ve had the same family doctor for 15 years.a hospital 
doctor BrE Hospital doctors have to work very long hours.PHRASESa doctor’s 
appointment I have a doctor’s appointment this afternoon.the doctor’s 

surgery BrE the doctor’s office AmE (=where a doctor works) Parents usually 

accompany children on visits to the doctor’s surgery.THESAURUS: doctorGP BrEa 

doctor who is trained in general medicine and who treats the people who live in a local  

area:My GP told me that I must lose weight.physician /fəˈzɪʃən,  
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fɪˈzɪʃən/ formal especially AmEa doctor:Dr Carrington was trained as a physician and a  

psychiatrist.paramedicsomeone who has been trained to treat sick or injured people,  

especially at the scene of an accident:Paramedics treated him for  

shock.surgeon /ˈsɜːdʒən $ ˈsɜːr-/a doctor who does operations in a hospital:One of the 

world’s top heart surgeons performed the operation.specialista doctor with special  

knowledge about a particular illness, part of the body, or type of treatment:The new 

drug is being tested by cancer specialists. | an eye specialistconsultant BrEa very  

senior doctor in a hospital, with a lot of knowledge about a particular area of  

medicine:The consultant said that she needed to have the operation as soon as  

possible.quack informalsomeone who pretends to be a doctor:Lefebre was a quack  

who made up various medicines at his home and sold them at extremely high  

prices.the medical professiondoctors and nurses considered as a group:This view is  

widely accepted among the medical profession.vet also veterinarian especially AmEa 

doctor who treats animals:We took the cat to the 

vet.paediatrician BrE pediatrician AmEa doctor who treats children who are 

sickgynaecologist BrE gynecologist AmEa doctor who treats medical conditions and 

illnesses that affect women’s bodiesobstetriciana doctor who deals with the birth of  

childrenradiographersomeone whose job is to take X-rays or to treat people using an 

X-ray machineA DOCTOR WHO TREATS MENTAL ILLNESSpsychiatrist /saɪˈkaɪətrəst,  

saɪˈkaɪətrɪst $ sə-/a doctor who is trained to treat people with mental illnesses:In order  

to become a psychiatrist, you first need a medical degree.psychologist /saɪˈkɒlədʒəst,  

saɪˈkɒlədʒɪst $ -ˈkɑː-/a scientist who studies and is trained in psychology (=the study of  

the mind):Some psychologists believe that there is a link between watching too much 

television and aggressive behaviour.shrink informala humorous word for a  

psychiatristtherapista trained person whose job is to help people with their emotional  

problems, especially by talking to them and asking them to talk about their  

feelingsSOMEONE WHO IS STUDYING TO BE A DOCTORmedical studenta student who is  

studying medicine in order to be a doctor:James is a medical student at Edinburgh  

university.intern AmEa student who has almost finished studying to be a doctor, and 

who is working in a hospital  

document AC /ˈdɒkjəmənt, ˈdɒkjʊmənt $ ˈdɑːk-/ noun  a piece of writing on 

paper or on a computerADJECTIVESa legal document Legal documents are often 
written in a way that is difficult to understand.an official document His name is 
mentioned in an official document.an important document Your birth certificate is 

an important document, so keep it safe.a secret/confidential 
document This document is strictly confidential. | Several secret documents went 
missing.a leaked document (=a secret document that is made public in a newspaper, 

on the internet etc) The paper published a leaked document which showed that the 
company knew the equipment was unsafe.a written/printed document This 
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paragraph did not appear in the final printed document.an electronic document You 

can send electronic documents by email.the original document A photocopy will not 
be accepted – we need to see the original document.false/forged documents They 

were travelling on false documents.VERBSsign a document I had to sign a 
document to say that I had received my money.read/write a document She 
was reading some documents relating to the sale of her house.print/publish a 

document The final document was published the following 
year.create/produce/prepare a document They produced a document called ‘Safety 
in Swimming Pools’.NOUNS + documenttravel documents I’ve lost my passport and all 

my travel documents.a draft document (=an early version of a document, which will 
be changed later) This is only a draft document.a discussion/consultation 
document (=a document that asks people’s opinions about something) We all have to 

comment on the proposals in the consultation document.a policy document The 
government published a policy document on its approach to global warming. 

documentary /ˌdɒkjəˈmentəri◂, ˌdɒkjʊˈmentəri◂ $ ˌdɑːk-/ noun  a television or 

radio programme that gives detailed information about a subjectADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ documentarya television/radio documentary There is an interesting television 
documentary about the effects of climate change.a wildlife/science documentary He 

likes watching wildlife documentaries.a fly-on-the-wall documentary (=a 
documentary showing people’s daily lives using a secret camera) The programme is 
filmed in the style of a fly-on-the-wall documentary.a drama documentary He 

appeared in a drama documentary about the life of Jane Austen.a spoof 
documentary informal (=a humorous film that is done in the style of documentary, 
but is not about real people) The film is a spoof documentary about a group of 

musicians.documentary + NOUNSa documentary film/programme He has just 
completed a documentary film about Thomas Jefferson.a documentary series There 
was a BBC documentary series about the history of art.a documentary 

filmmaker The American documentary filmmaker Michael Moore has won several 
awards.VERBSmake a documentary A local film crew is making a documentary about 
volcanoes.see/watch a documentary I watched a really interesting documentary last 

night.show/broadcast a documentary The documentary was first shown on Channel 
4.PREPOSITIONSa documentary about/on sth I remember seeing a documentary 
about Picasso’s early life. | Did you see that documentary on the Vikings? 

dog /dɒɡ $ dɒːɡ/ noun  a common animal with four legs, fur, and a tail. Dogs are 

kept as pets or trained to guard places, find drugs etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS + doga pet 
dog (=that you keep in your house) Some owners give their pet dogs too much food.a 

family dog (=that belongs to a family) Labradors make a great family dog.a wild 
dog Packs of wild dogs roamed the countryside.a stray dog (=a pet dog that is 
lost) He was always bringing home stray dogs.a guide dog BrE a seeing eye 

dog AmE (=trained to guide a blind person) No dogs except guide dogs are allowed in 
the store.a guard dog (=trained to guard a building) The guard dog growled at him.a 
police dog (=trained to help the police) Police dogs helped in the search for the 

missing child.a sniffer dog BrE (=trained to find drugs or bombs) Police and sniffer 
dogs have become a regular presence at the airport.a dangerous dog There have 

been several tragic cases of young children being attacked by dangerous dogs. A  

young dog is called a puppy. A female dog is sometimes called a bitch, especially in  
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British English. dog + VERBSa dog barks (=makes short loud sounds) The dog 

barks every time someone comes to the door.a dog yaps (=barks – used of small 
dogs) A little dog was yapping at her heels.a dog growls (=makes a long deep angry 

sound) The dog growled at me as I walked towards it.a dog snarls (=shows its teeth 
and makes an angry sound) When a dog snarls, it is threatening attack.a dog 
whines (=makes a long high sound because it is unhappy or in pain) I could hear 

the dogs whining outside the door.a dog howls (=makes a long loud sound like a 
wolf) We knew something was wrong because the dogs were howling.a dog bites 
sb The dog bit me on the leg.a dog pants (=breathes quickly usually with its tongue 

hanging out) The dog was panting heavily beside her.a dog wags its tail (=moves its 
tail from side to side to show pleasure) The dog bounded towards me, wagging its 
tail.VERBS + doghave a dog (=keep one as a pet) We have one dog and two cats.walk 

a dog/take a dog for a walk She loves walking her dogs on the beach.feed a 
dog Feeding a dog of that size costs a lot of money.train a dog (=teach it to do 
something) The dogs are trained to sniff out drugs.dog + NOUNSdog food Ella opened a 

can of dog food.a dog owner Dog owners are responsible for controlling their 
animals.a dog lover (=someone who likes dogs) Britain is a nation of dog lovers.a dog 
walker (=someone who is taking a dog for a walk) The girl’s body was discovered by a 

local dog walker.a dog handler (=someone whose job is training and working with 
dogs) Dog handlers decided that the dog was dangerous and should be shot.a dog 
warden BrE (=someone whose job is to collect dogs who do not have owners) The 

council employs several dog wardens.a dog show (=a competition for the best 
dog) Crufts is the largest dog show in the world.dog dirt also dog 

poo informal (=waste from a dog’s bowels) There was dog dirt all over the 
grass.PHRASESa breed of dog (=a type of dog) The corgi is a small breed of dog.a 
pack of dogs (=a group of wild dogs or stray dogs) There are packs of wild dogs in the 

mountains.Good dog! (=said to a dog when it obeys you) Sit! Good dog!Beware of 
the dog! (=a sign warning people that there is a dog inside a place) There was a sign 
on the gate saying ‘Beware of the dog!’ 

domestic AC /dəˈmestɪk/ adjective  1. relating to or happening in one particular 

country and not involving any other countriesNOUNSdomestic affairs (=public and 
political events inside a country) Colombia rejected any interference in its domestic 
affairs.domestic policy (=policy relating to your own country) The president’s foreign 

and domestic policies have been criticized.the domestic market (=buying of goods 
inside a country) The French domestic market is the largest consumer of 
champagne.the domestic economy (=production, sales etc inside a 

country) Japan’s domestic economy expanded greatly during this period.domestic 
demand (=the amount of something that people want to buy in a country) Exports fell 

by 0.5 percent while domestic demand grew.domestic consumption (=the amount of 
something that people use in a country) Are the goods for domestic consumption or for 
export?domestic flights (=that stay inside a country) London’s airports handle 

100,000 domestic flights a year.2. relating to family relationships and life at 
homeNOUNSdomestic violence/abuse (=in a family, especially by a husband towards 
his wife) The organization supports women who are victims of domestic 

violence.domestic problems (=problems in the home and with family 
relationships) He never spoke about his domestic problems at work.a domestic 
dispute (=an argument between people who live together, especially when it involves 
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violence) Police are often called to domestic disputes.domestic life She 

enjoyed domestic life and bringing up her children.domestic tasks/chores (=small 
jobs at home such as cleaning and washing) How many hours do you spend 

on domestic tasks each week? | Many people find domestic chores very 
tedious.domestic responsibilities It can be hard to balance your work and 
your domestic responsibilities.domestic waste (=food, paper, containers etc from a 

house that are thrown away) More domestic waste needs to be recycled.domestic 
help (=help with cleaning, washing etc) People in well-paid jobs can afford domestic 
help.domestic service formal (=the work of a servant in a large house) His mother 

went into domestic service at the age of 15. 

dominant /ˈdɒmɪnənt $ ˈdɑː-/ adjective  THESAURUS > powerful (1) 

donate verb  THESAURUS > give (1) 

donation noun  something, especially money, that you give to a person or an 

organization in order to help themADJECTIVESa big/large/substantial donation The 

Princeton Public Library received a large donation from the Kendrick family.a generous 
donation A generous donation of £800 was received from a local 
company.private/individual donations It is unrealistic to expect the political parties 

to give up large private donations unless funding needs are met from other 
sources.public donations Over £900,000 has been raised through public 
donations.political donations Big companies spend a lot of money on political 

donations.corporate donations (=from big companies) The party gets a lot of money 
from corporate donations.an anonymous donation (=when the person giving money 
does not say who they are) Hundreds of patients will be helped by a 

£400,000 anonymous donation to the hospital.charitable donations (=to 
charities) The company makes a number of charitable donations every financial 
year.NOUNS + donationa campaign donation (=to help pay for someone’s efforts to 

get elected) The president has denied allegations that his party had received 
illegal campaign donations.VERBSmake/give a donation Would you like 
to make a donation to our charity appeal?send a donation Please send all donations to 

the following address.get/receive a donation Any donation, however small, will be 
gratefully received.appeal for/ask for donations The Disasters Emergency 
Committee is appealing for donations to help people caught up in the floods.be funded 

by donations also rely on donations The charity receives no government help 
and relies entirely on donations from the public.PREPOSITIONSa donation to 
sb/sth He made a large donation to Cancer Research.a donation from sb The party 

receives huge donations from the big tobacco companies. 

donor /ˈdəʊnə $ ˈdoʊnər/ noun  1. someone who gives money or goods to help 

an organization or countryADJECTIVESan anonymous donor (=one whose name is not 

known) An anonymous donor has given $5 million to the museum.a 
private/individual donor Some of the money came from the Arts Council, and the 
rest from private donors.a corporate donor The company is one of the Republican 

Party’s biggest corporate donors.a generous donor The refugees have received help 
thanks to generous donors.a big/major donor (=someone who gives a lot of 
money) Most of the party’s campaign costs were paid for by big donors.PREPOSITIONSa 

donor to sth Mr James was known as a major donor to the Conservative 
party.2. someone who gives blood or a body organ so that it can be used in the medical 
treatment of someone elseADJECTIVES/NOUNS + donora blood donor Are you willing 
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to register as a blood donor?an organ donor He carried a card showing that he was 

willing to be an organ donor.a heart/liver/kidney etc donor There is a desperate 
shortage of kidney donors.a sperm/egg donor (=a man who gives sperm or a woman 

who gives eggs to help someone else have a baby) Her husband was infertile, so they 
conceived using a sperm donor.a suitable donor The doctors think that his brother 
may be a suitable donor.donor + NOUNSa donor organ She had to wait for over a year 

before a donor organ became available.a donor heart/liver etc The technique 
keeps the donor heart beating while it is transported.donor blood Donor blood had to 
be used during the operation.(an organ) donor card (=that you carry to give 

permission for your organs to be used if you die) Do you carry a donor card?VERBSfind 
a donor It can take several months to find a suitable donor. 

doom /duːm/ noun  failure, destruction, or death that is certain to 

happenADJECTIVESimpending doom (=likely to happen soon) With a terrible sense 

of impending doom, he opened the door.certain/inevitable doom (=sure to 
happen) Some environmentalists have concluded that Earth faces certain 
doom.VERBSspell doom (=mean that something will not continue to exist) Many 

people predicted that the internet would spell doom for traditional media.meet your 
doom (=die in an unpleasant way) Thousands of soldiers met their doom on this very 

field.PHRASESa sense/feeling of doom Rachel was filled with a terrible sense of 
doom.doom and gloom also gloom and doom (=bad things that may happen in the 
future) The newspapers are always full of doom and gloom.it’s not all doom and 

gloom (=there are some positive features) Despite unemployment rising, it’s not all 
doom and gloom for the economy.a prophet of doom (=someone who says that 
something bad is going to happen) In this electronic age, the prophets of doom are 

predicting the end of the paper book.a harbinger of doom formal (=a sign that 
something bad is going to happen) In ancient times, comets were seen as harbingers of 
doom. 

doomed adjective  THESAURUS > unsuccessful 

door /dɔː $ dɔːr/ noun [C]  the thing you open or close when entering a building, 

room, vehicle etc, or using a cupboardADJECTIVES/NOUNS + doorthe front/back/side 

door I heard someone knocking at the front door. | The family normally use the back 
door.the main door The main door to the hotel is on Queen Street.the 
kitchen/bedroom/bathroom etc door Jake opened the kitchen door to let the steam 

out.the oven/fridge/cupboard door Smoke poured out when I opened the oven 
door. | He closed the cupboard door with his elbow. | The handle on the fridge door is 
broken.a car/train door She heard a car door slamming.the passenger door (=for 

the person in a car who sits beside the driver) The taxi driver was holding open the 
passenger door.the rear door (=at the back of something, especially a vehicle) The 
kids opened the rear doors and climbed in.a sliding door (=one that slides rather than 

swings open) Glass sliding doors opened onto the roof terrace.the lift doors BrE the 
elevator doors AmE I pushed the button and waited for the lift doors to close.a fire 
door (=a heavy door that is kept closed to help prevent fire from spreading) There are 

four fire doors on each level of the building.a screen door AmE (=a door made of a 
wire net inside a frame, that lets air in but keeps insects out) I could see that someone 

was standing behind the screen door.a storm door AmE (=one fitted to the outside of 
a door during the winter to give extra protection against bad weather) Joe had 
new storm doors fitted last year.VERBS + dooropen the door I opened the door and 
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Dad was standing there. | Could you open the door for me, please?close/shut the 

door Can you close the door as you go out?push/pull open the door Michael pushed 
open the door and stepped inside.slam/bang the door (=shut it noisily) He strode out 

of the room, slamming the door behind him.knock on/at the door Who’s 
that knocking at the door?bang/hammer on the door (=hit it very loudly and 
urgently) We banged on the door but no one answered.tap on/at the door (=hit it 

very gently) I tapped on the door and waited for Mary to let me in.answer the 
door also get the door informal (=open it for someone who has knocked or pressed 
the bell) Lucy ran downstairs to answer the door. | Could you get the door for 

me?lock/unlock the door I locked the door and turned out the lights. | Don’t forget 
to lock the garage door.bolt the door (=slide a metal bar across to fasten it) She locks 
and bolts the front door at night.door + VERBSa door opens We were still waiting for 

the train doors to open.a door closes/shuts The door closed behind him with a 
bang.a door slams/bangs (=shuts loudly) I heard the front door slam.a door 
flies/bursts open (=opens very suddenly and quickly) Suddenly the door burst 

open and two men pushed their way in.a door swings open/shut (=moves forward 
to open or backwards to shut) The door swung shut behind me.a door slides 
open/shut (=moves smoothly to the side or back again) The lift doors slid open and 

we got in.a door leads somewhere (=used to say what place is on the other side of a 
door) The kitchen door leads into the garden.door + NOUNSa door handle (=that you 
move up or down to open a door) Ella reached for the door handle.a door key She was 

looking in her bag for her door key.a door knocker (=a metal object on a door that 
you use to knock with) There was a brass door knocker in the shape of a lion’s 

head. Doorbell, doormat, and doorknob (= a round object that you turn to open a  

door) are usually written as one word. Doorstep is always written as one  

word. PHRASESthe key to a door I’ve lost the key to the back door. 

dose /dəʊs $ doʊs/ noun  1. an amount of a medicine or a drug that someone 

takes or should takeADJECTIVESa high/large/massive dose High doses of the drug 
can have bad side effects. | The singer died after taking a massive dose of heroin.a 

low/small dose You should only take the drug in small doses.a daily dose The study 
shows that a daily dose of aspirin may reduce the risk of heart disease.the 
recommended dose (=recommended by medical experts) The recommended dose is 

250 mg a day.a lethal/fatal dose (=an amount that kills you) He died after taking 
a lethal dose of painkillers.a single dose The medicine is given as a single 
dose.VERBStake a dose of sth He had taken his usual dose of sleeping pills.give sb a 

dose of sth A nurse came in to give me a dose of antibiotics.exceed the dose (=take 
more than you should) You should take care not to exceed the recommended dose of 
paracetamol.increase/reduce the dose He was in a lot of pain, and doctors decided 

to increase the dose of morphine.prescribe a dose (=a doctor says that someone 
should have an amount of a drug) The doctor prescribed a higher dose of the 

drug.PREPOSITIONSa dose of sth She was given another dose of painkillers.2. an 
amount of a particular qualityADJECTIVESa healthy dose of sth (=normal or 
sensible) He responded to the criticism with defiance and a healthy dose of humour.a 

double dose of sth The government faces a double dose of difficulty today with key 
meetings on the economy and education.VERBSinject a dose of sth (=add a particular 
quality) They might be able to inject a dose of common sense into the debate. 
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doubt1 /daʊt/ verb [T not in progressive]  to think that something may not be 

true or that it is unlikelyADVERBSdoubt sth very much “Do you think you will ever go 
back there again?” “I doubt that very much.”seriously doubt (=doubt something very 
much) I seriously doubt that such a meeting would take place in the near 

future.PHRASESI doubt it (=I don’t think so) “Do you think there’ll be any tickets left?” 
“I doubt it.”I never doubted sth (for one minute) (=you were completely sure 

about it) I never doubted for one minute that we would win.THESAURUS: 

doubtbe doubtful/dubiousto doubt that something will happen, is true, or is a good 

idea:Economists are doubtful that the situation will improve this year. | “You can eat  

the whole fish including the head.” Janey looked dubious. | When my husband 

suggested emigrating, I was dubious at first. | Mum looked doubtful when I suggested  

having a party for all my friends.have reservationsto feel that a plan or idea may not  

be good because you think there may be some problems with it:Health care 

professionals had reservations about giving both vaccines together.have misgivingsto  

feel worried about doing something, because it may have a bad result:Ralph had 

serious misgivings about changing his career at the age of 50.have mixed feelingsto  

be unsure exactly how you feel about something or someone because there are both  

good and bad things about them:I have very mixed feelings about moving house – it’s  

exciting but I’ll miss this area.have second thoughtsto start having doubts about  

whether a decision you have just made is the right one:I liked the dress in the shop,  

but when I got it home I had second thoughts.  

doubt2 /daʊt/ noun  a feeling of being not sure about 

somethingADJECTIVESserious/grave doubts They have some serious doubts as to his 

honesty. | I have grave doubts about whether this is the right thing to 
do.considerable doubts He had considerable doubts about accepting the job.a 
lingering/nagging doubt (=that does not go away) I still had a nagging doubt that 

there might be something seriously wrong. | There was still one little nagging doubt at 
the back of his mind.growing/increasing doubts There have been growing 
doubts about the accuracy of the test results.VERBShave doubts also harbour 

doubts formal Scientists still have some doubts about the theory.feel 
doubt He felt some doubt about whether the treatment would work.express/voice 
doubts (=say that you have doubts) Many people expressed doubts about the 

necessity of the war.raise doubts (=make people unsure about something) The 
disaster raised doubts about the safety of nuclear power.cast/throw doubt on 
sth (=make people unsure about something) Research has cast doubt on the safety of 

mobile phones.call/throw sth into doubt (=make people unsure about 
something) The accuracy of his account was called into doubt.remove 
doubt(s) also dispel doubts formal The new evidence removes any doubt that the 

men are guilty.PREPOSITIONSdoubt about sth There is no doubt about what he 
wants.doubt over sth There are continuing doubts over his fitness.doubt as to 
sth Some government ministers had serious doubts as to whether the policy would 

work.in doubt (=not sure) If in doubt, ask your teacher.without doubt She 
is, without doubt, the most beautiful woman I have ever seen.beyond 
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doubt (=definitely) The test proved beyond doubt that Paul was her 

father.PHRASEShave no/little doubt (=be completely sure) I have no doubt that you 
are right.be in no doubt/not be in any doubt (=be completely sure) The 

government is in no doubt about the seriousness of the situation.leave no/little 
doubt (=make people sure or almost sure about something) The evidence left no doubt 
that he was the murderer.there is no/little/some doubt (=used to talk about how 

sure people are about something) There is little doubt that he will play for England one 
day. | There’s no doubt that he was a major artist.without/beyond a shadow of a 
doubt (=without any doubt) I knew without a shadow of a doubt that I was going to 

win.not the slightest doubt (=no doubt at all) There’s not the slightest doubt in my 
mind about it.an element of doubt (=a slight doubt) There’s an element of 
doubt about his true age as he doesn’t have a birth certificate. 

downfall /ˈdaʊnfɔːl $ -fɒːl/ noun  a complete failure or the complete loss of 

money, position, power etcADJECTIVESthe ultimate/eventual downfall of 
sb/sth There were various causes which led to the eventual downfall of the Roman 
Empire.the inevitable downfall of sb/sth The economic crisis resulted in 

the inevitable downfall of the government.VERBSlead to/cause sb’s downfall The 
scandal led to the president’s downfall.sth is sb’s downfall (=it causes someone’s 

downfall) Gambling was his downfall.prove (to be) sb’s downfall (=eventually cause 
it) An addiction to alcohol proved to be her downfall.contribute to sb’s 
downfall (=help to cause it) Several factors contributed to his downfall.plot sb’s 

downfall (=plan it) He plotted the downfall of his hated rival.sb’s downfall 
comes Her downfall came through being overconfident. 

download /ˌdaʊnˈləʊd $ ˈdaʊnloʊd/ verb  to get something from the internet or 

a computer system and put it onto your computer, phone etcNOUNSdownload 

music/a song/a film/a game etc He often downloads films onto his 
computer. | There are hundreds of games for people to download.download 
software/a program/a file etc You can download the software for 

free.PREPOSITIONSdownload sth from sth/off sth I downloaded the camera 
software from the internet.download sth to sth A salesman can write an order 
and download it to his company’s main computer at the end of the day.download sth 

onto sth I downloaded the songs onto my phone so I could listen to them on the train. 

drab /dræb/ adjective  THESAURUS > depressing 

draft AC /drɑːft $ dræft/ noun  a piece of writing or a plan that is not yet in its 

finished formADJECTIVESthe first/second etc draft The second draft of the 
agreement contained a few important changes.the final draft (=the finished form) All 
parties eventually approved the final draft of the peace treaty.a rough draft (=not the 

finished form) Could you let me see a rough draft of your report?the original 
draft (=the first one) The hero had a different name in the original draft of the 
story.an early/earlier draft (=written before others) In earlier drafts of the speech, 

he criticized the pace of political progress.a preliminary draft (=coming before 
others) A preliminary draft of the charter has been issued.a revised draft (=changed 
from an earlier form) The US circulated a revised draft last week.VERBSwrite/draw 

up/prepare a draft Always write a rough draft of your essay first. | He drew 
up a draft of the club’s rules and regulations.approve a draft (=officially accept 
one) The draft was approved by the Senate.draft + NOUNSa draft proposal The 

committee was discussing draft proposals to restructure the organization.a draft 
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resolution/agreement/treaty 33 countries approved a draft treaty calling for the 

toxic waste industry to be regulated.a draft report/document/contract The draft 
report says the government is failing to meet minimum human rights standards.draft 

legislation The government produced draft legislation on tax changes.a draft 
constitution/budget Parliament approved the draft constitution earlier this 
month.PREPOSITIONSin a draft The information had not been 

included in previous drafts. 

drama AC /ˈdrɑːmə $ ˈdrɑːmə, ˈdræmə/ noun  1. a play or a film that tells a 

dramatic story, usually a serious oneADJECTIVES/NOUNS + dramaa 
TV/television/radio drama The book has been made into a television drama.a 

romantic drama The film is a romantic drama about two young people who fall in 
love.a comedy drama There is a new comedy drama on TV.a historical drama She 
starred in a historical drama about Marie Antoinette.a costume drama (=about events 

in history, in which people wear costumes from that time) The series is a costume 
drama set in Victorian England.a medical/hospital drama He played a doctor in the 
US medical drama ‘ER’.a courtroom drama Perry Mason was the hero of 82 courtroom 

dramas.a crime drama ‘American Gangster’ is a crime drama set in 1970s New York.a 
police drama ‘The Bill’ was a popular police drama.a powerful drama (=having a 

strong emotional effect on viewers) ‘Scum’ was a powerful drama about the treatment 
of young prisoners.a three-part/six-part etc drama (=having three, six etc 
programmes) There’s a new four-part crime drama starting on Monday night.a 

compelling drama (=very interesting or exciting, so that you cannot stop watching 
it) It’s a compelling drama set in a small town in the American 
South.VERBSwrite/produce a drama He has written a new drama about life in 

prison.watch a drama Marie had watched many hospital dramas on television.a 
drama is set in sth (=it happens in a particular place or time) ‘Washington Square’ is 
a drama set in the 1850s.a drama stars sb The 1955 drama, 

‘Summertime’, starred Katharine Hepburn.drama + NOUNSa drama series/serial (=a 
number of programmes with the same characters) The show is one of the longest-
running drama series on Japanese television.a drama critic (=someone whose job is 

to write about whether a drama is good, bad etc) Beebe was the Herald 
Tribune’s drama critic.PREPOSITIONSa drama about sth He is starring in a new drama 
about prison life.in a drama The main actors in the drama are very well-

known.2. excitement, or an exciting or unusual set of eventsADJECTIVEShigh 
drama There was high drama at the hotel when a suspect bomb was found.an 
unfolding drama (=one that is happening) Every aspect of this unfolding drama was 

covered by the media.VERBSa drama unfolds (=it happens) They were having a picnic 
in the park when the terrifying drama unfolded. 

draught /drɑːft $ dræft/ noun  THESAURUS > wind 

draughty adjective  THESAURUS > cold1 

draw /drɔː $ drɒː/ verb  1. to produce a picture, pattern etc using a pen or 

pencilNOUNSdraw a picture Can you draw a picture of a cat?draw a 

map/graph/diagram Keith was drawing a complicated-looking graph.draw a 
sketch She drew a sketch of how she wanted the room to look.draw a circle/line 

etc The teacher drew a circle on the blackboard.THESAURUS: 

drawsketch /sketʃ/to draw a picture of something or someone quickly and without a  
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lot of detail:Roy took a pencil and sketched the bird quickly, before it  

moved.illustrateto draw the pictures in a book:The Winnie the Pooh books were 

illustrated by Ernest Shepherd. | The book is beautifully illustrated.doodle /ˈduːdl/to  

draw shapes or patterns without really thinking about what you are doing:He was on 

the phone, doodling on his notepad as he spoke.scribbleto draw shapes or lines  

without making a definite picture or pattern. Small children do this before they have 

learned to draw or write:At the age of two, she loved scribbling with crayons and 

coloured pencils.traceto copy a picture by putting a piece of thin paper over it and 

drawing the lines that you can see through the paper:First trace the map, and then 

copy it into your workbooks.THESAURUS: draw→ close1 (1)2. if you draw up 

something such as a list, document etc, you prepare itNOUNSdraw up a 

plan/scheme Local authorities have drawn up new plans for waste disposal.draw up 
a proposal The European Union was drawing up proposals to control the export of 
chemicals.draw up a list They drew up a list of suitable candidates for the job.draw 

up guidelines A committee of teachers has drawn up guidelines for schools on dealing 
with difficult students.draw up a report Environmental organizations have been 
involved in drawing up the report.draw up a contract/agreement Some people draw 

up a contract when they get married.draw up a timetable/schedule They haven’t 
yet drawn up a timetable for the elections.draw up a programme BrE draw up a 
program AmE A small team has drawn up a programme of action.draw up a 

constitution (=a set of laws and principles that govern a country) The first 
Czech constitution was drawn up here in 1920.draw up a budget (=a plan of how to 
spend the money that is available) Each year, business managers draw 

up a budget.3. if you draw on something such as knowledge or experience, you use 
itNOUNSdraw on sb’s experience The books have drawn on the experience of working 
teachers.draw on sb’s knowledge Fortunately I was able to draw on my 

own knowledge of the law.draw on sb’s resources The committee has drawn 
on the resources and skills of local people.draw on sb’s ideas We hope that we will be 
able to draw on these ideas to develop the work further.draw on (sb’s) work The final 

chapter of the book draws on the work of several Russian historians.draw on sb’s 
expertise (=expert knowledge and experience) Now we can draw on the expertise of 
some of the most talented network engineers.draw on a tradition The design draws 

on local architectural traditions.ADVERBSdraw heavily on sth (=use a lot of 
something) The project has drawn heavily on the talents of our students. 

drawback /ˈdrɔːbæk $ ˈdrɒː-/ noun  a disadvantage of a situation, plan, product 

etcADJECTIVESthe main/major/biggest drawback One of the major drawbacks of 
being famous is the lack of privacy.the only/one drawback It’s a good-looking car – 
the only drawback is the price.a slight drawback A slight drawback with this phone is 

that the keyboard is a bit small.a serious drawback A serious drawback to solar 
energy is that it’s only available to us for a certain number of hours per day.a real 
drawback I can’t think of any real drawbacks.the obvious drawback The obvious 

drawback of this method is that it takes a long time.a possible drawback I think 
we’ve considered all the possible drawbacks.VERBShave a drawback This 
approach has a number of drawbacks.suffer from a drawback The car suffers 

from one major drawback: there is not enough luggage space.overcome a 
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drawback In order to overcome this drawback, we would like to make the following 

suggestion. 

drawer /drɔː $ drɒːr/ noun  part of a piece of furniture, such as a desk, that you 

pull out and push in and use to keep things inADJECTIVES/NOUNS + drawerthe 

top/bottom/middle drawer He opened the bottom drawer and got out a T-shirt.a 
desk/table etc drawer The passports are in my desk drawer.the kitchen 
drawer (=in a piece of kitchen furniture) There’s some string in the kitchen drawer.the 

sock/underwear/cutlery etc drawer (=containing socks, underwear etc) He put the 
forks in the cutlery drawer.the right-hand/left-hand drawer Have you looked in the 
left-hand drawer?VERBSopen a drawer Jonathan opened the drawer and took out a 

fork.pull open/pull out a drawer (=open it) He pulled open drawers until he found 
the papers.close/shut a drawer She shut the drawer and locked it with a small 
key.go/look/search through drawers (=look in drawers for something) I’ve gone 

through all the drawers and I can’t find it.rummage/rifle through drawers (=search 
in them by moving things around in an untidy way) Someone had been in my bedroom 
and rummaged through the drawers.PREPOSITIONSin a drawer You can put the 

papers in that drawer. 

drawing /ˈdrɔːɪŋ $ ˈdrɒː-/ noun  a picture that you draw with a pencil, pen 

etcVERBSdo a drawing Sammy was doing a drawing of his sister.make a drawing In 

ancient times, people made drawings of animals on cave walls.a drawing shows 

sth The drawing showed a castle surrounded by woods. Do or make a  

drawing?Do is more common than make. Make sounds more  

formal. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + drawinga pencil/ink/charcoal etc drawing (=done 

using a pencil, ink etc) I like to do a few pencil drawings when I travel anywhere.a line 
drawing (=consisting only of lines) The front cover had a line drawing of a girl on the 
beach.a detailed drawing He made detailed drawings of plants and flowers.a scale 

drawing (=showing the correct relative sizes of things) The architect made a scale 
drawing of the new room.PREPOSITIONSa drawing of sth/sb I did a drawing of the 

front of the house.THESAURUS: drawingsketcha drawing that is done quickly  

and has few details:When she was traveling, she drew quick sketches of the places  

she’d seen.doodlea shape or pattern that you draw when you are bored or thinking  

about other things:His schoolbooks were always covered in doodles. | I often do 

doodles when I'm in lectures.graffitidrawings or writing that people secretly put on  

walls or other public places:Vandals had covered the station in graffiti.comic stripa 

series of pictures drawn inside boxes that tell a story, especially in a newspaper or  

magazine:Asterix started off in a comic strip.cartoona funny drawing in a newspaper  

or magazine:The cartoon shows the American president as a cowboy. | I usually read 

the cartoons first.  

dream /driːm/ noun  1. thoughts, images, and feelings you experience when you 

are asleepADJECTIVESa bad dream (=unpleasant or frightening) The movie gave the 

kids bad dreams.a strange/weird dream Sometimes I have a strange dream in which 
I try to speak but I can’t.a vivid dream (=very clear) The dream was so vivid I 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [658] 

thought it was real.a recurring/recurrent dream (=that you have many times) I 

have a recurring dream that I’m trying to escape from somewhere.VERBShave a 
dream I had a dream about you last night.wake from a dream also awake from a 

dream formal Suddenly she awoke from her dream.remember a dream It’s hard 
to remember your dreams if you don’t write them down.PREPOSITIONSa dream about 
sth I often have this dream about falling down the stairs.in a dream In my dream I 

flew to a forest of enormous trees.PHRASESbe/seem like a dream (=seem 
unreal) That summer was so wonderful it seemed like a dream.Sweet dreams! (=said 

to someone who is going to bed) Good night, Sam! Sweet dreams!THESAURUS: 

dreamnightmarea very unpleasant and frightening dream:She 

still has terrible nightmares about the accident.daydreama series of pleasant thoughts  

that go through your mind when you are awake, so that you do not notice what is  

happening around you:Neil was in a daydream, and didn’t hear the teacher call his  

name.reverie formala state of imagining or thinking about pleasant things, that is like  

dreaming:The doorbell rang, shaking her from her reverie.2. something that you want 

very muchADJECTIVES/NOUNS + dreambig/great dreams (=a wish to achieve great 
things) She was a little girl with big dreams.an impossible dream (=about something 

that cannot happen) Having a number one record had seemed an impossible dream.a 
childhood dream (=that you had when you were a child) I had a childhood dream of 
becoming an actor.a lifelong dream (=that you have had all your life) His lifelong 

dream had been to write a novel.a distant dream (=that it will take a long time to 
achieve) Peace in this area may still be a distant dream.broken/shattered 

dreams (=that will never come true) The team is on its way home, leaving 
its shattered dreams behind.VERBShave a dream/dreams I had dreams of becoming 
a doctor.sb’s dream is to do sth Her dream is to make a 

movie.achieve/fulfil/realize a dream (=do or get what you want) He had 
finally achieved his dream of winning an Olympic gold medal. | I fulfilled a 
childhood dream when I became champion.live the dream (=be as famous or 

successful as you have always wanted to be) I’m living the dream, and I don’t want it 
to ever end.pursue/follow a dream (=try to do or get what you want) She left her 
home town to pursue her dreams.abandon a dream (=stop trying to do or get what 

you want) Remember, never abandon your dreams.shatter sb’s dreams (=end 
someone’s hopes of doing or getting what they want) Injury shattered his dreams of 
being able to play in the World Cup final.dream a dream literary (=have a wish) We 

can dream great dreams for ourselves and others.dream + NOUNSa dream 
home/holiday/job etc (=one you would very much like to have) Here’s how you can 
win a dream kitchen.a dream world You’re living in a dream world if you think this is 

going to work.PREPOSITIONSdreams of sth She had dreams of going to 
university.PHRASESa dream comes true (=something you want happens) I’d always 
wanted to go to Africa and at last my dream came true.the man/woman/house etc 

of your dreams (=the perfect one for you) We can help you find the house of your 
dreams. | I have just met the man of my dreams!beyond your wildest 
dreams (=better or more than you ever hoped for) Suddenly he was wealthy beyond 

his wildest dreams.never/not in your wildest dreams (=used to say that you had 
never expected something to happen) Never in my wildest dreams did I think I would 

win the competition.THESAURUS: dreamambitionsomething that you want to  
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achieve and that you work hard to achieve, especially in your work:My ambition had 

always been to start my own business. | His problem is that he lacks ambition - he 

needs to find something that really interests him.aspirationsthe important things that  

people want from their lives – used especially about the things a society or a large 

group of people wants:It’s important that young people think seriously about  

their career aspirations.fantasysomething exciting that you imagine happening to you,  

which is extremely unlikely to happen and often involves sex:I used to have fantasies  

about him when I was at school. | Not in my wildest fantasies did I ever think I would  

get the job (=used when you never expected something to happen).pipe dreama 

dream that is impossible or is extremely unlikely to happen:Is world peace no more 

than a pipe dream? 

dreary /ˈdrɪəri $ ˈdrɪri/ adjective  THESAURUS > depressing 

drenched adjective  THESAURUS > wet1 (1) 

dress1 verb  to put clothes on yourself or someone else GrammarIn everyday  

spoken English, you usually say get dressed: I got dressed and went down for  

breakfast. Dress on its own sounds more formal, and is mainly used in written  

descriptions: That evening, Julia dressed for dinner with unusual care.You  

also dress children and other people who cannot put on their own clothes: I usually  

have to dress the kids in the mornings. ADVERBSdress quickly/hurriedly She quickly 

got dressed and went out of the house.THESAURUS: dressTO PUT ON CLOTHESput 

sth onto put on a particular piece of clothing, jewellery etc:Wait –I need to put my 

shoes on! | She was putting on her earrings in front of the mirror.dress upto put on  

more formal clothes than you usually wear, or to put on special clothes for fun:We 

always used to dress up to go to church. | Paul dressed up as a pirate for the 

party.dress yourselfto put on your clothes – used when this is difficult for someone 

because they are very old, young, injured etc:He’s hurt his arm so badly that he can’t  

dress himself.TO BE WEARING CLOTHESwearto have a particular piece of clothing or a  

particular style of clothing on your body:All visitors must wear a protective 

helmet. | Can you tell me what the man was wearing? | She always wears black.have 

sth onto be wearing a particular piece of clothing, jewellery etc. Have sth on is more 

informal than wear:I had my new blue top on. | He had on a red tie and a grey 

jacket. | The boy had nothing on!be dressed in sth especially writtenused especially  

in written descriptions when describing the clothes that someone is wearing:Alistair  

was dressed in his best suit and tie.  

dress2 /dres/ noun  1. a piece of clothing worn by a woman or girl that covers 

the top of her body and part or all of her legsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + dressa 
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beautiful/pretty dress That’s a pretty dress you’re wearing!a black/red/white etc 

dress I think I’ll wear my yellow dress.a silk/cotton/velvet etc dress Ellie chose a 
green silk dress.a long/short dress Most of the women were wearing long dresses.a 

wedding dress Have you chosen your wedding dress yet?an evening dress (=a 
formal dress to wear in the evening) She arrived in a red evening dress.a cocktail 
dress (=a formal dress which is not usually very long) She wore a little black cocktail 

dress.a party dress (=for parties) I need a new party dress for Christmas.a summer 
dress The weather wasn’t warm enough for a summer dress.a strapless dress (=that 
does not have straps on your shoulders) She was wearing a strapless cream dress and 

matching shoes.a sleeveless dress (=without any sleeves) She was photographed 
wearing a figure-hugging sleeveless dress.VERBSwear a dress Sheila wore a long 
red dress.make a dress She has made dresses for the Queen.design a 

dress The dress was designed by Vera Wang.dress + NOUNSa dress shop (=selling 
dresses and other women’s clothes) It was an expensive dress shop.a dress 
designer (=someone whose job is designing women’s clothes) She’s a former 

royal dress designer.PREPOSITIONSin a dress (=wearing a dress) Who’s that 

woman in the green dress?THESAURUS: dress→ clothes2. clothes of a particular 

type or for a particular occasion GrammarAlways uncountable in this  

meaning. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + dressevening dress (=formal clothes for an 

important social event) Everyone was in evening dress.formal dress This kind 
of formal dress is worn at very traditional weddings.casual dress (=not formal) Casual 
dress is now acceptable in many British workplaces.traditional dress Women 

in traditional Tibetan dress lined the streets.modern dress They performed 
Shakespeare plays in modern dress.fancy dress BrE (=clothes that you wear for fun, 
which make you look like someone else or like an animal or object) Party guests have 

been asked to wear fancy dress.military dress The prince often wears military 
dress.dress + NOUNSa dress code (=a standard of what people must wear) The school 
has a strict dress code.PREPOSITIONSin ... dress The dancers 

were in traditional dress.PHRASESfull evening dress/full military dress 
etc (=completely dressed in evening clothes, military clothes etc) The others were all 
wearing full evening dress. 

dressed /drest/ adjective  having your clothes on or wearing a particular type of 

clothesADVERBSwell-dressed (=wearing nice clothes of good quality) The restaurant is 
full of well-dressed couples.smartly/neatly dressed There was a smartly 

dressed man with a briefcase at the door.immaculately/impeccably 
dressed (=perfectly dressed in smart clothes) He was immaculately dressed in a grey 
suit and a blue tie.fashionably dressed Most teenagers want to be fashionably 

dressed.elegantly/beautifully dressed Even in her eighties, my grandmother was 
always elegantly dressed.fully dressed (=with all your clothes on) She was so tired 
that she went to bed fully dressed.half dressed (=not having finished putting your 

clothes on) Don’t come in – I’m only half dressed!casually dressed (=wearing 
informal clothes) Luke was casually dressed in jeans and a T-
shirt.properly/suitably/appropriately dressed (=wearing suitable clothes for 

something) It’s important to be properly dressed when walking in the mountains.badly 
dressed (=not well dressed) The prime minister has been criticized for being badly 
dressed.shabbily/scruffily dressed (=wearing old and untidy clothes) A 
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dirty, shabbily dressed man was sitting on the bench.expensively dressed (=wearing 

clothes that look like they cost a lot of money) Both men were tall and expensively 
dressed.PREPOSITIONSbe dressed in jeans/shorts/a suit etc She was dressed in a 

skirt and jacket.dressed as sb/sth (=dressed to look like a person, animal etc) The 
children came to the party dressed as pirates. 

drift /drɪft/ verb  to move slowly from one place or condition to anotherNOUNSa 

boat drifts A boat had come loose and was drifting down the 

river.cloud/smoke/mist drifts Cloud drifted across the sky.a sound/sb’s voice 
drifts Joe’s voice drifted to where we were standing.a smell drifts The smell of freshly 
baked bread drifted into the room.sb’s gaze drifts/sb’s eyes drift His gaze drifted to 

the wedding ring on her finger.sb’s mind drifts/sb’s thoughts drift (=start thinking 
about other things) The meeting was rather boring and her mind started 
to drift.ADVERBSdrift slowly The boat drifted slowly down the river.drift 

aimlessly (=do one thing after another, without any definite purpose) Some 
people drift aimlessly through life without knowing what they really want to do.drift 
helplessly We splashed at the water with pieces of wood, drifting 

helplessly around.drift apart (=gradually end your relationship) Some couples get 
bored with each other and slowly drift apart. 

drink1 /drɪŋk/ verb (past tense drank /dræŋk/, past participle drunk /drʌŋk/)  

1. to take liquid into your mouth and swallow itNOUNSdrink some 
water/coffee/beer etc You should drink plenty of water.drink a glass/bottle of 
sth He drank another glass of orange juice.PREPOSITIONS/ADVERBSdrink sth 

quickly/slowly She drank her tea slowly because it was hot.drink sth 
down/up (=finish your drink) Drink up your coffee – it’s time to go.drink out 
of/from sth We had to drink out of plastic cups.PHRASESsomething to drink Take a 

seat while I get you something to drink.THESAURUS: drinksip also take a sipto  

drink something very slowly:Helen sat in a corner of the bar, slowly sipping her  

drink.slurp informalto drink something in a noisy way:The boy's mother told him to 

stop slurping.gulp sth down also down sthto drink all of something very quickly:Her  

father gulped down his coffee and rushed out of the door.knock sth back informalto  

drink all of an alcoholic drink very quickly:She raised the glass to her lips and knocked 

the brandy back quickly.swig informalto drink something quickly with large mouthfuls,  

especially from a bottle:He's swigging champagne in some posh hotel while I have to  

do all the work.swallowto make food or drink go down your throat and towards your  

stomach:She swallowed the last of her coffee and asked the waiter for the bill.2. to 

drink alcoholADVERBSdrink heavily/excessively (=drink a lot of alcohol often) After 

his wife left him, he started drinking heavily.drink sensibly/in moderation (=not 
drink too much) The advertisement warns people to drink sensibly.drink too 
much Don’t drink too much at the party!PHRASESdrink like a fish informal (=often 

drink a lot of alcohol) She drinks like a fish – she says it helps her to relax.drink and 
drive We all know the dangers of drinking and driving.sb can drink sb under the 
table informal (=someone can drink much more than another person without getting 

drunk) My sister can drink me under the table anytime.sb has had too much to 
drink The man had had too much to drink and he couldn’t walk in a straight line.binge 
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drinking (=drinking a lot of alcohol in a short time, so that you get very drunk) Binge 

drinking is a problem among students. 

drink2 /drɪŋk/ noun  liquid that you drink, or the act of drinking 

somethingADJECTIVESa hot/warm drink Come inside and I’ll make you a hot drink.a 

cool/cold drink You can relax by the pool with a nice cool drink.a soft drink also a 
non-alcoholic drink formal (=one that does not contain alcohol) I’m driving, so I had 
better have a soft drink. | They only sell non-alcoholic drinks.an alcoholic drink (=one 

that contains alcohol) Beer, wine, and other alcoholic drinks will be available.a fizzy 
drink BrE a carbonated drink especially AmE (=with bubbles of gas) Fizzy drinks are 
bad for children’s teeth.a refreshing drink (=making you feel less tired or hot) You 

can enjoy a refreshing drink in our lakeside café.strong drink (=strong alcohol) His 
breath smelled of tobacco and strong drink.a stiff drink (=a glass of strong alcohol) He 
needed a stiff drink to calm himself down.a quick drink (=one or two drinks in a pub 

or bar) Why don’t we go for a quick drink after work?a quiet drink (=alone or with a 
small group of people) We went for a quiet drink, just the two of us.a farewell 
drink (=in order to say goodbye to someone) When someone leaves the company, 

they usually organize a farewell drink.a relaxing/leisurely drink (=that you drink in a 
slow relaxed way) The hotel terrace is an ideal place to enjoy a relaxing drink.a 

celebratory drink (=in order to celebrate something) After winning the game, they 
went out for a celebratory drink.VERBShave a drink Can I have a drink of water?take 
a drink She took a drink of her coffee.pour (sb) a drink She got out two glasses 

and poured us a drink.make (sb) a drink Shall I make you a hot drink?buy/get sb a 
drink It’s my turn to buy you a drink.go for a drink (=go to a bar or pub for an 
alcoholic drink) Why don’t we go for a drink after work?sip your drink (=drink it in 

very small amounts) Connie was sitting at the table, sipping her drink slowly.spill sb’s 
drink He split his drink all over the floor.spike sb’s drink (=secretly add alcohol or a 
drug to it) She suspects that someone spiked her drink.down your drink/knock back 

your drink (=quickly drink all of an alcoholic drink) He downed his drink and stood 
up.drink + NOUNSa drink problem BrE (=when someone often drinks too much 
alcohol) Their marriage ended because of her husband’s drink problem.drink 

driving BrE (=driving after having drunk too much alcohol) He was arrested for drink 
driving.a drinks cabinet She took a bottle of whisky out of the drinks cabinet.a drinks 
can Empty drinks cans littered the street.PREPOSITIONSa drink of sth Would you like 

another a drink of coffee?PHRASESsb has had a few drinks (=someone has been 
drinking alcohol) He looked like he had had a few drinks.the drinks are on sb (=used 
when saying that someone will pay for the drinks) I’ve just got my bonus, so the drinks 

are on me!THESAURUS: drinksomething to drink especially spokena drink:Can 

I get you something to drink?soft drinka cold drink that does not contain alcohol,  

especially one that is sweet and has bubbles in it:There is a cafe where you can buy 

lemonade and other soft drinks.toasta drink, usually of wine, that a group of people  

have on a special occasion, for example to celebrate something or wish someone luck  

in the future:At midnight they all drank a toast to the New Year.beverage formala 

drink – often used on menus and signs:Beer is the most popular alcoholic  

beverage. | There is a wide choice of beverages.  
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drinker noun  someone who drinks somethingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + drinkera 

heavy drinker also a big drinker informal (=someone who drinks a lot of 
alcohol) Journalists are often heavy drinkers. | Heavy drinkers are more likely to 

develop cancer. | I’m not really a big drinker – I usually just have a couple of glasses of 
beer.a hard drinker (=someone who drinks a lot of strong alcohol such as whisky or 
brandy) He had a reputation for being a hard drinker.a social drinker (=someone who 

drinks alcohol only on social occasions such as parties) Some alcoholics believe 
themselves to be merely social drinkers.a moderate drinker (=someone who does not 
drink too much alcohol) Moderate drinkers have a lower chance of heart trouble than 

heavy drinkers.a binge drinker (=someone who often drinks a lot of alcohol in a short 
period of time) One in four adults in Britain are binge drinkers.a coffee/beer/wine 
etc drinker The company varies its instant coffee to suit the tastes of coffee drinkers in 

different countries. 

drive1 /draɪv/ verb  1. to make a car moveADVERBSdrive fast She 

was driving too fast, and lost control of the car.drive slowly Stevie drove slowly along 

the narrow streets.drive safely/carefully Drive safely, and let me know when you’ve 
got home.drive dangerously Teenage drivers are more likely to drive dangerously and 
go over the speed limit.drive recklessly (=badly and without caring that you might 

cause an accident) The man who caused the accident admitted that he had been driving 
recklessly.drive erratically (=in a way that is not safe, for example because you do 
not drive in a straight line or you do not obey the traffic rules) He was driving 

erratically and appeared to have been drinking.PHRASESdrink and drive (=drink 
alcohol and then drive) It is against the law to drink and drive.2. to make someone or 
something get into a bad or extreme state, usually an emotional onePHRASESdrive sb 

crazy/mad/insane spoken also drive sb nuts spoken informal (=make someone feel 
very annoyed) The continuous noise was driving me crazy.drive sb 
crazy/wild (=make someone feel very excited) The handsome singer is known 

for driving women wild.drive sb up the wall/round the bend/out of their 
mind spoken informal (=make someone feel very annoyed) The sound of her 

voice drives me up the wall.drive sb to despair/desperation (=make someone feel 
despair) Problems with debt have driven many people to despair.drive sb to 
distraction (=make someone feel very upset or annoyed) She was being driven to 

distraction by her two small children.drive sb to drink (=make someone so annoyed 
or upset that they depend on alcohol) Losing his wife almost drove him to drink. 

drive2 /draɪv/ noun  a journey in a carADJECTIVESa long/short drive It’s only 

a short drive to the airport.an easy drive The town isn’t far – it’s an easy drive.a five-

hour drive/20-minute drive I was very tired after our five-hour drive.an hour’s 
drive The nearest hospital is an hour’s drive from here.a pleasant drive It takes 
longer along the coast road, but it’s a pleasant drive.a leisurely drive (=a slow 

pleasant drive, without rushing) After a leisurely drive through the countryside, we 
arrived at our hotel.VERBSgo for a drive/take a drive Let’s go for a drive along the 
coast.take sb for a drive Taylor took me for a drive through the town. 

driver /ˈdraɪvə $ -ər/ noun  someone who drives a car, bus etcADJECTIVESa 

good driver He thinks he’s a very good driver.a careful/safe driver Since I had the 
accident, I’m a much more careful driver.a bad driver There are a lot of bad drivers on 

the roads.a dangerous/reckless driver Some young men tend to be dangerous 
drivers.a reckless driver (=dangerous and taking risks) Reckless drivers should be 
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given more severe punishments.a drunk driver Her husband was killed by a drunk 

driver.a hit-and-run driver (=a driver who hits someone and does not stop) The boy 
was in hospital after being knocked down by a hit-and-run driver.an 

experienced/inexperienced driver Young drivers are much more likely to have 
accidents than experienced drivers. | Many accidents are caused by young 
or inexperienced drivers.a young/elderly driver Elderly drivers must have regular 

eyesight tests.NOUNS + drivera taxi/bus/truck/car driver Car drivers will have to 
pay a charge to enter the city.a racing driver (=driving racing cars in 
competitions) He wanted to be a world famous racing driver like Lewis Hamilton.a 

delivery driver (=delivering goods to a place) He’s a delivery driver for a pizza 
takeaway restaurant.a learner driver BrE (=who is learning to drive) Learner 
drivers spend a lot of money on driving lessons.driver + NOUNSa driver’s 

license AmE The police officer asked to see his driver’s license.driver error (=when a 
driver makes a mistake) Most road accidents are caused by driver error.driver 
fatigue (=when a driver is tired) Motorists need to be warned about the dangers 

of driver fatigue.THESAURUS: drivermotorist especially writtensomeone who 

drives a car – used especially when talking about car drivers in general:Motorists who 

are caught speeding have to pay a heavy fine. | The government has increased taxes  

on the motorist (=used when talking about motorists in general).chauffeursomeone 

whose job is to drive a car for someone else:He was picked up by a chauffeur in a  

limousine.trucker informal especially AmEsomeone who drives a truck:There is a legal  

limit on how many hours truckers can drive daily.  

driving /ˈdraɪvɪŋ/ noun  the activity of driving a car or truckdriving + 

NOUNSdriving conditions Icy roads have made driving conditions dangerous.a 

driving lesson Jane is having driving lessons.a driving test He passed his driving 
test first time.a driving instructor It’s important to feel comfortable with your driving 
instructor.a driving licence BrE When hiring a car, you must bring your driving 

licence.a driving ban After the accident he faced a three-year driving ban.a driving 
offence He had to appear in court for a driving offence.a driving examiner He was 

told to take the first turning on the left by the driving examiner.driving 
experience How much driving experience do you have?ADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ drivingcareless/dangerous/reckless driving He faces charges of reckless 

driving.bad driving Accidents are often caused by bad driving.drink-
driving BrE (=the offence of driving after drinking too much alcohol) Len was convicted 
on a charge of drink-driving.safe driving Young drivers should be educated about safe 

driving.motorway driving BrE I don’t have much experience of motorway 
driving.VERBSgo driving We went driving in the mountains.be banned/disqualified 
from driving (=not be allowed to drive any more as a punishment) If you are caught 

speeding, you could be banned from driving. 

drop1 /drɒp $ drɑːp/ verb  1. to fall to a lower level or amountADVERBSdrop 

sharply/dramatically (=suddenly and by a large amount) Figures showed that 
inflation had dropped sharply.drop significantly (=by a large and noticeable 

amount) The number of refugees arriving has dropped significantly.drop rapidly The 
temperature drops rapidly at night.drop steadily Sales have been dropping 

steadily.drop slightly Her blood pressure has dropped slightly with the new 
medication.PREPOSITIONSdrop by sth The number of people attending church 
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has dropped by 30%.drop below sth Temperatures regularly drop below zero during 

the winter.drop from sth to sth In this national park, the rhino population 
has dropped from 150 to 16.2. to stop doing something, discussing something, or 

continuing with somethingNOUNSdrop the charges/a case (=stop a legal process 
against someone) Both men have been released and the charges have 
been dropped.drop the subject/matter (=stop talking about it) I think we’ve said 

enough – can we drop the subject? | After weeks of argument, 
the matter was dropped.drop a subject (=stop studying it at school or 
university) Students may choose to drop a subject in their second year.drop a 

plan/scheme/proposal The company has dropped its plan to build a hotel on the 
site.drop a demand They agreed to drop demands for compensation.drop the 
idea The project was going to be too expensive so the idea was dropped.drop 

everything (=completely stop everything you are doing) When my mother was sick, 
I dropped everything and flew to be with her in Seattle.drop an 
investigation The investigation into his tax affairs was dropped.drop the 

pretence (=stop pretending) He has finally dropped the pretence that he’s 
innocent.ADVERBSquietly drop sth (=in a way that does not attract attention) The 
proposal was quietly dropped earlier this year.PHRASESlet sth drop (=agree not to talk 

about something any more) “What about the money?” “We’ve agreed to let it drop.” 

drop2 /drɒp $ drɑːp/ noun  THESAURUS > piece 

drought noun  a long period of dry weather when there is not enough water for 

plants and animals to liveADJECTIVESthe worst drought Australia suffered the worst 
drought in its history.a severe drought A severe drought has caused most of the corn 
crop to fail.a devastating drought (=it causes serious damage) The village was hit by 

a devastating drought.a prolonged drought (=continuing for an unusually long 
time) This part of Africa has been hit by a prolonged drought.the summer 
drought The summer drought is threatening Britain’s fruit and vegetable 

crops.VERBSexperience/suffer a drought The country experienced its 
worst drought this century.be affected by drought/be hit by drought The area has 

been severely affected by drought.drought + NOUNSdrought conditions Drought 
conditions have spread to nearly all of the country.PHRASESa period of drought Some 
trees survive long periods of drought by storing water internally.in times of 

drought In times of drought, established plants may tolerate 10-14 days between 
waterings.months/years etc of drought In East Africa, three years of drought have 
left 10 million people in urgent need of food and water. 

drug /drʌɡ/ noun  1. a medicineADJECTIVES/NOUNS + druga strong/powerful 

drug Morphine is a very powerful drug.a miracle/wonder drug (=a very effective 
drug that cures a serious disease) When penicillin first appeared, it was seen as 
a miracle drug.a life-saving drug (=that stops people dying) People are being 

denied life-saving drugs because they don’t have enough money.a pain-killing drug A 
pain-killing drug was injected into the man’s leg.a prescription drug (=that you can 
only have if a doctor writes an official note for it) Not everyone can afford the cost 

of prescription drugs.an over-the-counter drug (=which is available without special 
permission from a doctor) Some over-the-counter drugs can have serious side effects.a 

performance-enhancing drug (=taken by a sportsperson to make them perform 
better) Seven of the twelve winners tested positive for performance-enhancing drugs.a 
new drug New drugs are being developed all the time.VERBStake a drug There are 
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certain drugs you should not take when you are pregnant.give (sb) a drug They gave 

him all sorts of drugs.administer a drug formal (=put a drug into someone’s 
body) The drug is usually administered in tablet form.prescribe a drug (=a doctor 

writes an official note saying that someone can receive it) Doctors won’t prescribe 
drugs if you don’t need them.develop a drug It takes an average of 12 years 
to develop a new drug.test a drug also trial a drug BrE They tested the drug for five 

years before using it on humans.drug + NOUNSa drug company The big drug 
companies make huge profits.PREPOSITIONSa drug for sth There’s a new drug 
for breast cancer.a drug against sth Some drugs against the disease have strong side 

effects.PHRASESbe on a drug (=be taking it regularly) How long have you been on this 
drug?put sb on a drug (=make someone take it) The doctor put me on a drug for my 
depression.a drug is used to treat sb/sth The drug is used to treat heart disease.the 

side-effects of a drug (=the bad effects it can have) One of the side effects of the 
drug is headaches.2. an illegal substance such as marijuana or cocainePHRASESbe on 
drugs (=take drugs regularly) Sometimes she looks as though she’s on drugs.be 

addicted to drugs (=be unable to stop taking drugs) People who are addicted to drugs 
need help.get hooked on drugs informal (=become addicted) She got hooked on 
drugs, and ended up homeless.come off/get off drugs (=stop taking drugs 

permanently) It was years before I was able to come off drugs.be high on 
drugs also be under the influence of drugs formal (=be experiencing the effects of 
a drug) He was high on drugs when he was arrested.the war on drugs (=a long 

struggle by the authorities to control drugs) The war on drugs continues.drink and 
drugs Drink and drugs were threatening to ruin her life.VERBStake/use drugs also do 
drugs informal When did he start taking drugs? | All my friends were doing 

drugs.experiment with drugs (=try taking drugs) She admitted that she 
had experimented with drugs.inject drugs (=use a needle to put drugs into your 
body) They found equipment used by heroin users for injecting drugs.deal (in) 

drugs (=sell drugs) He’s in jail for dealing drugs.smuggle drugs (=take drugs illegally 
from one country to another) She was caught trying to smuggle drugs into the 
country.seize drugs (=take possession of drugs) The police seized drugs worth over 

£1 million.drug + NOUNSdrug abuse (=taking illegal drugs) She is being treated 
for drug abuse.drug addiction (=the problem of not being able to stop taking 
drugs) He wrote a book about his struggle with drug addiction.a drug 

addict (=someone who cannot stop taking drugs) He is a former drug addict who has 
been in prison twice.a drug user (=someone who takes drugs) We set up a counselling 
service for drug users.a drug problem/habit (=the problem of being addicted to 

drugs) His daughter has a drug problem.a drug overdose (=taking too much of a drug 
at one time) She died from a drug overdose.a drug dealer/pusher (=someone who 
sells drugs) The city’s streets are full of drug dealers.drug 

trafficking/smuggling (=the crime of bringing drugs into a country) The maximum 
penalty for drug smuggling was 25 years in jail.a drug 
trafficker/smuggler (=someone involved in bringing drugs into a country) US efforts 

against drug traffickers are beginning to work.the drug trade The international drug 
trade is worth billions of dollars.a drug charge (=a legal accusation that someone is 

guilty of having or selling drugs) He’s awaiting trial on a drug charge.a drug 
offence BrE a drug offense AmE (=a crime related to having or selling drugs) He is 
serving 20 years for drug offences.a drug test (=a test that shows if you have taken 

drugs) She was banned from the Olympics after failing a drug test.ADJECTIVESillegal 
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drugs A lot of crime is connected to illegal drugs.hard drugs also class A 

drugs BrE (=strong drugs such as heroin, cocaine etc) He was in prison for 
dealing hard drugs.soft drugs (=less strong drugs such as marijuana) Soft drugs are 

legal in some countries.recreational drugs (=taken for pleasure) Ecstasy was first 
used in Britain as a recreational drug in the 1980s.designer drugs (=produced 
artificially from chemicals) Designer drugs are highly addictive and can have 

unpredictable side effects.a banned drug (=not allowed, especially in sport) The 
runner later admitted taking a banned drug. 

drunk /drʌŋk/ adjective  having drunk too much alcohol so that your behaviour 

and mental processes are affectedVERBSget drunk I just hope they don’t get 

drunk and start fighting.get sb drunk (=deliberately try to make someone drunk) She 
was trying to get him drunk.make sb drunk The wine had made her drunk.feel 
drunk I started to feel a bit drunk.look/sound drunk Both men sounded 

drunk.ADVERBSslightly drunk He was slightly drunk and his face was 
pink.completely/very drunk By 10 p.m., she was completely drunk and I had to take 
her home.roaring/blind drunk informal (=very drunk) They were not just happy, 

they were roaring drunk.too drunk She was too drunk to stand up.NOUNSa drunk 
man/woman We found a drunk man lying in a bush.a drunk driver Their daughter 

had been killed by a drunk driver.drunk driving He was arrested for drunk 

driving. Driving when drunkYou say that someone is arrested for drink  

driving (BrE) or drunken driving (AmE), or in official contexts driving under the  

influence (of alcohol). PHRASESdrunk and disorderly (=used in legal situations 

when someone is drunk and behaving badly) She admitted two charges of being drunk 

and disorderly.THESAURUS: drunkdrunken especially  

writtenstupor | state | behaviour | rage | brawl | driving | rampage | party | nig

ht | man | soldier | sailor | yob | revellerdrunk, or behaving in a way that shows 

you are drunk – usually used in the following phrases:We found him lying by the 

roadside in a drunken stupor (=almost unconscious as a result of being drunk). | She 

was injured during a drunken brawl outside a bar. | He was arrested for drunken 

driving (=driving after you have drunk alcohol – used in American English). | On New 

Year’s Eve, the streets are full of drunken revellers (=people who are enjoying  

themselves by getting drunk, especially in order to celebrate something). Drunken is  

always used before a noun. Don’t say He is drunken. Say He is  

drunk. intoxicated formaldrunk – used especially in legal or official situations:He 

was arrested for driving while intoxicated. Intoxicated is not usually used before a  

noun. tipsyslightly drunk:After the second glass of wine I was feeling a  

little tipsy. | He got a bit tipsy and started saying some embarrassing things. | A group  

of tipsy women were singing outside my window.  
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dry /draɪ/ adjective  1. without any water or moistureNOUNSdry clothes I need 

to change into some dry clothes.dry grass/leaves There had been no rain and 
the grass was very dry.dry mouth/tongue/throat/lips My mouth is getting dry – 

can I have a glass of water? | Her lips felt very dry in the cold weather. Dry land is  

used especially when someone has been on the sea or a river in a boat, and comes  

back onto the land: It was good to get off the ship onto dry  

land again. VERBSkeep/stay dry We managed to keep dry inside an old farm 

building.get dry (=become dry) Come inside and get dry.shake/rub/wipe etc sth 

dry He wiped his hands dry with a handkerchief.towel sth dry (=use a towel to dry 
something) She toweled his hair dry.ADVERBScompletely dry Don’t put clothes away 
until they are completely dry.PHRASES(as) dry as a bone/bone dry (=completely dry 

and with no moisture at all) These plants need some water – the soil is as dry as a 
bone.a river runs dry (=it becomes dry) The Yellow River has run dry twice in the last 

few years.THESAURUS: 

dryaridregion | area | land | landscape | conditions | environment | climate | 

desert | plain | wastesan arid region is extremely dry because it rarely rains, which  

makes it difficult to grow crops:Scorpions are able to survive in some of the world’s  

most arid regions. | The organism evolved in order to cope with the hot and arid  

conditions of the desert. | They crossed mountain passes and arid deserts. | The 

people live in the arid wastes of the Tibetan  

plateau.parched literarythroat | skin | lips | land | earth | soil | landscape | regi

oncompletely dry and needing water or rain:Her throat was parched with  

thirst. | The earth was so parched that there were huge cracks in it. | They travelled  

across the parched landscape of Arabia. In informal English, you  

say I’m parched. when you are very thirsty. ANTONYMS → wet1 (1)2. if the weather 

is dry, there is very little rainNOUNSdry weather Water the rose bushes regularly 

in dry weather.a dry spell (=a period when there is no rain) The country has enjoyed a 
long dry spell.a dry summer Two dry summers in succession have caused low water 
levels.dry conditions The plants prefer warm dry conditions.dry season (=period of 

the year in some countries when it never rains) In many climates there are long dry 

seasons followed by long wet seasons.THESAURUS: 

dry→ sunnyANTONYMS → rainy3. not interestingTHESAURUS: dry→ boring 

dull /dʌl/ adjective  THESAURUS > boring, cloudy 

during /ˈdjʊərɪŋ $ ˈdʊr-/ preposition  from the beginning to the end of a period 

of timeduring + NOUNSduring the day Foxes remain hidden during the day.during the 
night There was a storm during the night.during the summer/winter etc The bears 
hibernate during the winter.during the holidays/vacation During the holidays she 

worked as a lifeguard.during this period/that time etc During this period, the city of 

Cologne became the biggest city in Germany.THESAURUS: duringall  
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through also throughout /ɔːl ˈθruː, θruːˈaʊt/during all of a period of time:The café is  

closed all through the winter and opens again in April. | Throughout her career she has  

worked hard and achieved the highest standards.overat one point or at various  

different points during a period of time:I’m going to redecorate my bedroom over the 

holidays. | She’s been a great help to me over the past year.in the course 

of formalduring a particular process or period of time:In the course of the study we 

consulted with leading experts in global warming. | Many factors control the rise and 

fall of a species in the course of evolution. | There was huge social change in the 

course of the 1960s.withinduring a period of time, or before the end of a period –  

used when you want to emphasize that it is a short or limited period:Payment must be 

made within 30 days. | If your application is successful, you will receive a letter within  

14 days. | There have been five serious accidents within the last few months.  

dust1 /dʌst/ noun  dry powder consisting of extremely small bits of 

dirtPHRASESbe covered in dust All the furniture was filthy and covered in dust.a layer 
of dust I brushed away the thin layer of dust which covered the picture.a cloud of 

dust A truck roared past, sending a large cloud of dust into the air.a particle of 
dust also a dust particle (=a small piece of dust) The air is full of dust particles.a 
speck of dust (=a tiny piece of dust) By the time I’d finished cleaning, there wasn’t 

a speck of dust anywhere.VERBSgather/collect dust (=become covered with dust – 
especially because something has not been used for a long time) Piles of old books lay 
on the floor gathering dust.NOUNS + dusthouse/household dust Some people are 

allergic to house dust.coal/brick/chalk dust There was brick dust everywhere while 
the building work was being done. 

dust2 /dʌst/ verb  THESAURUS > clean2 

dustbin /ˈdʌstbɪn/ noun BrE  a large container for waste outside your 

houseVERBSput sth in the dustbin Don’t put plastic bottles in the dustbin – recycle 
them!empty the dustbin The dustbins are emptied once a week.NOUNSa dustbin 
lid When he took off the dustbin lid, a mouse jumped out.a dustbin man (=the men 

who take away the waste) The dustbin men come on Thursdays. Dustbin is used in  

British English. American people say garbage can.  

dusty /ˈdʌsti/ adjective  THESAURUS > dirty 

duty /ˈdjuːti $ ˈduː-/ noun  1. something that you have to do because it is morally 

or legally rightVERBShave a duty to do sth Parents have a duty to make sure that 

their children receive an education.do your duty I felt I had done my duty by 
voting.fulfil your duty BrE fulfill your duty AmE formal (=do the things you are 
officially supposed to do) The school has failed to fulfil its legal duty towards 

students.have/owe a duty to sb A tenant owes a duty to the landlord to keep the 
house in reasonable condition.fail in your duty (=not do something that you should 
do) I would be failing in my duty if I didn’t warn you of the dangers.ADJECTIVESa legal 

duty Employers have a legal duty to ensure the safety of their workers.a moral 
duty She felt it was her moral duty to care for her mother.a religious duty For many 
Muslim women, covering their hair is a religious duty.a public duty The media has 
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a public duty to report the truth.a statutory duty (=according to the law) Local 

authorities have a statutory duty to keep public parks clean.a civic duty (=something 
that you must do because you live in a town or area) It is your civic duty to 

vote.PHRASESit is your duty to do sth We feel it is our duty to help her.because 
of/out of a sense of duty He visited them out of a sense of duty rather than love.be 
under a duty to do sth formal (=have a duty to do something) The committee is 

under a duty to act fairly.be duty-bound to do sth (=have a duty to do something) If 
you know a colleague is breaking the law, you are duty-bound to report it.2. something 

you have to do as part of your job GrammarUsually plural in this  

meaning. VERBScarry out your duties also perform/discharge your 

duties formal (=do your job) She has always carried out her duties efficiently.take up 

your duties (=start doing a new job) Neale has agreed a three-year contract and takes 
up his duties on March 1st.report for duty (=arrive and be ready to start work) You 
must report for duty at 8.30 tomorrow morning.resume your duties (=start doing 

your job again) She hopes to be well enough to resume her duties next week.neglect 
your duties (=not do your job properly) They accused him of neglecting his duties as a 
parent.sb’s duties include sth John’s duties included cleaning the 

cars.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + dutyofficial duties The new president will take up 
his official duties next month.presidential/royal/ministerial etc duties (=duties 
that go with being a president, royal person, minister etc) The prince is now old enough 

to carry out royal duties.household/domestic duties (=jobs you have to do around 
the house) My husband and I share most of the household duties.light duties (=not 
involving hard physical work) He’d been wounded, sent home, and put on light 

duties.guard duty There were two soldiers on guard duty outside the 
embassy.PHRASESbeyond the call of duty (=more than you have to do as part of 
your job) She’s a doctor who has gone beyond the call of duty in her care for her 

patients.in the course of duty (=while doing your job, especially for your 
country) Stewart received a medal for outstanding bravery in the course of duty.a tour 
of duty (=a period of working in another country as a soldier, government officer 

etc) He became a General, and his tours of duty included Korea and Vietnam.neglect 
of duty (=failing to do your job properly) Six police officers were fired for neglect of 
duty. 

dynamic /daɪˈnæmɪk/ adjective  THESAURUS > energetic 

 

Letter E  
 

eager adjective  THESAURUS > enthusiastic 

ear /ɪə $ ɪr/ noun  one of the two parts on the side of your head that you use for 

hearingADJECTIVESsb’s left/right ear She is deaf in her right ear.big/small 

ears African elephants’ ears are bigger than those of Indian elephants.long/short 
ears Why do some dogs have long ears?floppy ears (=soft and hanging down 
loosely) She brought out a rabbit with big floppy ears.pointy/pointed ears The cat 

has short pointy ears.pierced ears (=with a hole in the skin where an earring can be 
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put) Her new boyfriend has long hair and pierced ears.sb’s inner/middle ear (=the 

parts inside your ear, which you use to hear sounds) I’ve got an infection in my middle 
ear.VERBSsay/whisper sth into sb’s ear He whispered something into his 

wife’s ear.cover your ears (=put your hands over your ears) She covered her ears and 
said, “I’m not listening.”close/shut your ears (=used for telling someone not to listen 
to something) Close your ears if you don’t like bad language!have your ears 

pierced (=have a hole put into the skin, so that you can wear an earring) I had my 
ears pierced when I was quite young.an animal pricks up its ears (=it makes them 
upright when listening carefully) The horse pricked up its ears and set off in the 

direction of its master’s voice.sb’s ears stick out If my hair is too short, you can see 
that my ears stick out.sb’s ears pop (=the pressure in them changes suddenly, for 
example when you go up or down quickly in a plane) My ears finally popped when the 

plane landed.sb’s ears are ringing (=have a continuous sound in them) We left the 
rock concert with our ears ringing.ear + NOUNSan ear infection He’s taking medicine 

for an ear infection. Earphones, earrings (=jewellery that you wear on your  

ears), earache, earlobe (= the soft part at the bottom of your ear),  

and eardrum (= the part inside your ear that vibrates with sounds) are written as  

one word. PREPOSITIONSin your ear It feels like there’s something in my ear.behind 

your ears She tucked her hair behind her ears. 

early /ˈɜːli $ ˈɜːrli/ adjective adverb  1. arriving or happening before the usual or 

expected timeVERBSarrive early/be early Some of the guests arrived early.leave 
early I had to leave early, so I missed the end of the party.be/get/come home 

early Your father said he’d be home early.get up/wake up/be up early Set the 
alarm for six – I have to be up early tomorrow.go to bed early I think I’ll go to bed 
early tonight.NOUNSan early lunch/dinner Let’s have an early lunch before we go.an 

early night (=when you go to bed earlier than usual) I need an early night because 
I’m tired.an early start (=when you have to get up earlier than usual in the 
morning) I should go to bed. I’ve got an early start in the morning.early 

retirement She took early retirement at the age of 52.sb’s early death (=when 
someone is not very old) The early death of her father at the age of 45 had a profound 
effect on her.an early election There were rumours that there would be an early 

election.early arrival/departure The show is very popular so early arrival is 
advised.an early exit (=when a person or team leaves a competition early) The team 
is facing an early exit from the World Championships.PREPOSITIONSearly for sth I 

arrived early for my appointment.PHRASESfive minutes/three hours etc early The 

bus left five minutes early, and I missed it.THESAURUS: earlyin good 

time especially BrEearly enough, so that you do not have to rush, or so that you have 

time to get ready:Everything was ready for the party in good time. | The concert will  

be very popular, so make sure that you get there in good time.on timearriving  

somewhere or happening at the right time:The bus was on time. | The project  

was finished on time.ahead of timeearlier than the time when you have arranged to  

do something or than when you need something:The building work was completed  

ahead of time. | Some of the food can be prepared ahead of time.ahead of  
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scheduleearlier than the officially agreed time:The prime minister called the elections  

early, five months ahead of schedule.with time to sparearriving somewhere or  

finishing something before the time when you have to arrive or finish:We got to the 

airport with plenty of time to spare. | I finished the test with time to spare.first  

thing especially spokenimmediately after you get up, or as soon as you start work:I’ll  

telephone her first thing tomorrow. | I'll see you first thing in the 

morning.ANTONYMS → late (1)2. in the first part of a period of time, event, or 

processNOUNSearly morning/afternoon/evening The lake looked beautiful in 
the early morning light.early spring/summer/autumn The plants produce flowers in 

the early spring.early August/January etc Italy is lovely in early June, before it gets 
too hot.the early days/weeks/months/years of sth In the early years of our 
marriage, we lived with my wife’s parents.the early 1870s/1920s etc (=1870–73, 

1920–23 etc) He lived in London in the early 1980s.the early 17th/20th etc 
century She was born in the early 19th century.the early part of sth I was doing 
quite well in the early part of the race.an early stage His illness is at an early 

stage.sb’s early childhood/life We’ve known each other since early childhood.sb’s 
earliest memory One of my earliest memories is of sitting on the beach with my 
dad.sb’s early work The artist’s early work focused on nature.an early sign Chest 

pains can be an early sign of heart disease.PREPOSITIONSearly in sth We set off early 
in the morning.in early May/June etc They decided that the wedding would be on a 
Saturday in early July.in early 1998/2004 etc We moved to Tokyo in early 2004.be 

in your early twenties/forties etc (=aged 20–23, 40–43 etc) Both men are in their 
early twenties.PHRASESat/from an early age He played the piano from a very early 
age.as early as The money could be paid as early as next week.early 

yesterday/today Mike called me earlier today.these are (still) early days (=used 
when it is too soon to say what will happen) We have made a lot of progress, but these 
are still early days.ANTONYMS → late (2) 

earn /ɜːn $ ɜːrn/ verb  1. to receive a particular amount of money for the work 

that you doNOUNSearn money I’d like to earn more money than I do now.earn a ... 
wage/salary You are more likely to earn a decent wage if you have a degree.earn a 

living also earn your living (=earn the money you need to live) She earns a living by 
giving music lessons.earn £30,000 a year/$200 a week/£5 an hour etc Newly 
qualified teachers earn a minimum of £24,000 a year.earn good 

money informal (=earn a lot of money) She was earning good money at the bank.earn 
a fortune informal (=earn an extremely large amount of money) Footballers at the top 

clubs earn a fortune these days.THESAURUS: earngetto earn a particular amount  

of money every hour, week etc:How much do you get an hour? | She gets more money 

than I do.maketo earn money, especially a lot of money, or money that is not from 

regular employment:You can make a lot of money in banking. | Jo makes a bit of extra  

money by selling his paintings.be on sth BrEto earn a particular amount of money 

each year. This is the most common way of talking about someone’s salary in British  

English:How much are you on? | Some chief executives are on huge salaries.be/get  

paidto receive money for work that you do for an employer, not by working for  

yourself:Workers are paid around $500 a month. | I get paid monthly.well-
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paid/badly paidpaid a lot of money/not much money for the work that you do:well-

paid lawyers working in the city | It was boring badly paid work.take hometo earn a  

particular amount of money after tax etc has been taken away from your pay:After tax  

and other deductions, I only take home £200 a week.THESAURUS: 

earn→ get (1)2. to get something as a result of your efforts – used especially when 

saying that someone deserves to get something GrammarIn this meaning, earn is  

often used with himself/herself: He had earned himself a reputation as a great  

artist. NOUNSearn (sb) a reputation The company has earned a reputation for 

excellent customer service.earn (sb) a nickname/title Ray Charles’s song-writing 

skills earned him the nickname of ‘the Genius’.earn (sb’s) 
respect/praise/admiration He quickly earned the respect of his colleagues.earn 
(sb) the right to sth I feel I’ve worked hard and have earned the right to a good 

pension.earn (sb) a place in sth His performance earned him a place in the national 
team.earn (sb) an award/degree/medal The village has earned awards for its 
flower displays.earn a victory/win The team went on to earn a 5–

1 victory.PHRASESwell-earned He is taking a well-earned rest from work.hard-
earned People spend a lot of their hard-earned money on holidays. 

earnings /ˈɜːnɪŋz $ ˈɜːr-/ noun  the money that you receive for the work that 

you doADJECTIVES/NOUNS + earningsaverage earnings Average earnings for teachers 
are around $70,000.hourly/weekly/monthly earnings Some football players 
have weekly earnings of over £50,000.high earnings Professional people pay more 

tax, because of their higher earnings.low earnings The new government policy is 
designed to help people on low earnings.annual earnings His annual earnings are over 
£1 million.future earnings (=money that a person or company is likely to earn in the 

future) With serious injuries, the court may award substantial damages for loss 
of future earnings.gross earnings (=before tax has been paid) You can usually borrow 
up to three times the value of your gross earnings per year.net earnings (=after tax 

has been paid) The company’s net earnings have fallen over the last two years.export 
earnings (=money a company earns by exporting goods or services) Export 
earnings from oil bring valuable overseas currency into the country.quarterly 

earnings (=the amount a company earns during a three-month period) The bank will 
announce its quarterly earnings on January 17.first/second etc quarter 
earnings (=the amount a company earns during one of the four three-month periods 

in a financial year) The company’s fourth quarter earnings are excellent.VERBShave 
earnings Last year the company had earnings of over $20 million.report 
earnings (=publicly state the amount of money a company has earned during a 

particular period) Many car manufacturers have reported disappointing earnings this 
year.earnings rise/increase Average earnings increased by 5 per cent last 
year.earnings fall (=become lower) The company’s earnings fell by 21% in the fourth 

quarter.PHRASESloss of earnings The insurance policy covers you for loss of 
earnings due to illness.level of earnings (=the amount a person or company 
earns) He found he was having to work harder just to maintain his level of 

earnings.growth in earnings (=an increase in the amount a person or company 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [674] 

earns) The first part of this year has seen a substantial growth in 

earnings.THESAURUS: earnings→ salary 

earring /ˈɪərɪŋ $ ˈɪr-/ noun  a piece of jewellery that you wear on your 

earPHRASESa pair of earrings She was wearing a pair of beautiful 
diamond earrings.ADJECTIVESgold/silver earrings Inside the box was a pair of gold 
earrings.diamond/pearl/ruby etc earrings He bought her some expensive diamond 

earrings.dangling/dangly earrings (=long earrings that hang down) Who’s that 
woman with the dangly earrings?hoop/hooped earrings (=in the shape of a large 
circle) Emma wore large silver hoop earrings.VERBSwear earrings We are not allowed 

to wear earrings at school.put on/take off your earrings I forgot to put on my 
new earrings. 

earth /ɜːθ $ ɜːrθ/ noun  1. the planet that we live on In this meaning earth is  

often used in the phrase the Earth, which is often spelled with a capital  

‘E’. PHRASESthe Earth’s surface Over 70% of the Earth’s surface is covered by 

ocean.the Earth’s mantle (=the parts around the central core) There are incredibly 
high temperatures and pressures deep within the Earth’s mantle.the Earth’s 

atmosphere The Earth’s atmosphere blocks off all radiation from space other than light 
and radio waves.the Earth’s climate The level of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere 
has an influence on the Earth’s climate.the Earth’s gravity The continual pull of the 

Earth’s gravity on the Moon has affected the way that it has evolved.the Earth’s 
orbit (=a regular movement around it) The rocket left the Earth’s orbit and set off to 
Mars.the Earth’s crust Volcanoes and earthquakes occur where there is movement 

in the Earth’s crust.the Earth’s core (=the central part) The Earth’s inner core is 
almost entirely composed of iron.the Earth’s rotation (=its turning motion) The rate 
of the Earth’s rotation has slowed slightly.the Earth’s axis Over thousands of years, 

the direction of the Earth’s axis slowly changes.VERBSthe Earth orbits sth (=it moves 
around it) The Earth orbits the Sun once a year, and the Moon orbits the Earth 
approximately every 27 days.sth orbits the Earth A space satellite was orbiting the 

Earth.the Earth revolves/rotates Because of the direction in which the 
Earth revolves, the Sun always rises in the east and sets in the west.fall to earth The 
rocket fell back to earth.NOUNS + earthplanet Earth I’m reading a book about the 

origin of life on planet Earth.PREPOSITIONSon earth Mount Everest is the highest 

mountain on earth.THESAURUS: earththe worldthe planet we live on – used 

when talking about all the people, countries, places etc on it:He’s one of the richest  

men in the world. | Sir Francis Drake was the first Englishman to sail around the 

world.the globethe world – used especially when you want to emphasize that  

something happens in or comes from every part of the world:a meeting of  

scientists from around the globe | There has been an increase in skin cancer across the 

globe. | The network is accessible from any point on the globe.2. the substance that 

plants grow inADJECTIVESwet/damp/moist earth His feet were slipping on the damp 
earth.dry earth She picked up a handful of the dry earth.parched earth (=very hard 
and dry from a lot of sun) Nothing grew in the parched earth.bare earth (=not covered 

by trees or grass) There were no flowers or grass in the yard, just bare earth.soft 
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earth The wheels got stuck in the soft earth.the earth is hard It hadn’t rained for 

weeks and the earth was hard.freshly dug earth We planted seeds in the freshly dug 
earth.PHRASESa mound of earth (=a pile of earth that looks like a small hill) A mound 

of earth lay beside the grave.a clod/clump/lump of earth (=a piece of earth) The 
horse’s hooves kicked up great clods of earth. 

earthquake /ˈɜːθkweɪk $ ˈɜːrθ-/ noun  a sudden shaking of the Earth’s surface 

that often causes a lot of damageADJECTIVESa big/large/major earthquake The city 

was hit by a big earthquake. | If a major earthquake hits a large city, millions could 
die.a powerful/strong earthquake A powerful earthquake shook the northwest of 
the country.a great/massive/huge earthquake San Francisco was destroyed by 

the great earthquake of 1906.a small/minor earthquake Minor earthquakes are 
relatively common.a devastating earthquake (=causing a lot of damage) The whole 
town was flattened by a devastating earthquake.VERBSan earthquake 

happens also an earthquake occurs formal Scientists cannot predict when 
an earthquake will occur.an earthquake hits/strikes a place (=happens in a 
particular place) A huge earthquake hit Japan in March 2011.an earthquake 

destroys/damages sth The earthquake completely destroyed most of the town.an 
earthquake shakes sth A powerful earthquake shook buildings across a large region 

of western Indonesia.an earthquake rocks a place (= shakes it violently) Thousands 
of people were injured after an earthquake rocked southern Peru.earthquake + 

NOUNSan earthquake zone The city is in an earthquake zone.an earthquake 

victim They want to raise money to help the earthquake victims.PHRASESan 
earthquake measures 5/6.4 etc on the Richter scale The earthquake, 
which measured 7.6 on the Richter scale, left more than 20,000 people homeless.the 

magnitude of an earthquake (=how powerful it is) The magnitude of the 
earthquake was 5.8.the epicentre of an earthquake (=the exact place on the Earth’s 
surface above where an earthquake begins) The town was close to the epicentre 

of the earthquake.THESAURUS: earthquakequake informalan earthquake –  

used especially in journalism:More than 2,000 people died when a quake hit the island 

of Flores.tremora small movement in the Earth’s surface in which the ground shakes  

slightly:He was awoken by a series of tremors during the night.aftershockfurther  

movements in the Earth’s surface that happen after a larger earthquake:In the days  

after the earthquake, the area suffered a series of aftershocks.tsunamian ocean wave 

caused by an earthquake under the water, which causes a lot of damage when it  

reaches the shore:There was no warning of the approaching tsunami. | Japan was hit  

by a tsunami.  

ease1 /iːz/ noun  if you do something with ease, you do it easilyPHRASESwith 

ease He passed the test with ease.for ease of sth (=in order to make something 
easy) The boxes can be fitted together for ease of storage.ADJECTIVESwith 

great/considerable ease (=very easily) The car handles these mountain roads with 
great ease.with surprising ease We were impressed by the surprising ease with which 
she completed the tasks.with relative/comparative ease (=seeming easy, especially 

considering how difficult something is) Most modern laptops can store large amounts of 
data with relative ease.with apparent ease (=seeming easy, although this may not be 

the case) I was amazed by the apparent ease with which the thieves got through the 
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security system.with consummate ease formal (=in a way that shows great skill and 

so makes something difficult look very easy) She defeated her opponent with 
consummate ease.with practised ease (=with great skill that comes from doing 

something many times) He hits the ball with practised ease. 

ease2 /iːz/ verb  THESAURUS > reduce 

east /iːst/ adjective, adverb, noun  the direction from which the sun rises, or the 

part of a place that is in this directioneast + NOUNSthe east side/end We live on 

the east side of the city.the east coast There are some lovely beaches on the east 
coast.the east bank The village of Skelton lies on the east bank of the River Ouse.an 
east wind (=a wind from the east) The weather will be cold, with a bitter east 

wind.ADVERBSfurther east I had never been further east than Brooklyn.due 
east (=directly east) The village lies about five miles due east of 
York.VERBSgo/travel/head east They travelled east until they reached the border 

with Hungary.face east The garden faces east.PREPOSITIONSin the east The sun 
rises in the east.to/towards the east Berlin is 50 miles from here, to the east.from 
the east The road enters the city from the east.the east of a place The east 

of Australia has all the major cities. The EastWhen people talk about the East, they  

mean countries in Asia such as India and China. The East sounds exotic – a place  

with traditions and customs that are very different from the West.The Far  

East includes Japan, Korea, and China. The Middle East includes Egypt, Israel, Saudi  

Arabia, and Iran.  

easy /ˈiːzi/ adjective  not difficult to do, and not needing much effort or not 

causing any problemsNOUNSan easy job/task (=often used in negative 

sentences) Persuading John to come with us is not going to be an easy task.an easy 
question All you have to do is answer a few easy questions and you could win a 
prize.an easy test/exam The test was really easy and I got 100%.an easy 

solution/answer It’s a problem which has no easy solution.the easy way The easiest 
way to reach the island is by boat.the easy option (=the easiest thing you can do) It 

is human nature to take the easy option.an easy time/day It is not an easy time to be 
looking for a job.an easy target (=one that is easy to attack) The bird flies very 
slowly, which makes it an easy target for hunters.easy access The town has easy 

access to London.an easy decision Moving to a different country was not an easy 
decision for either of us.an easy life I just wanted an easy life with no worries.an easy 
victory/win The team had an easy victory on Saturday.ADVERBSquite/fairly/pretty 

easy It is fairly easy to create your own website.relatively/comparatively easy The 
drug is relatively easy to produce.surprisingly/remarkably easy He had 
a surprisingly easy victory over Federer.ridiculously easy (=so easy that it seems 

silly) It is ridiculously easy to gain access to personal information about people 
online.VERBSfind sth easy I find it easy to talk to her.make sth easy The 
software makes it easier to download music.look/sound easy She makes 

dancing look so easy.prove easy (=be easy) The journey proved easier than we 
expected.become/get easier The exercise is difficult but it does get easier with 
practice.PREPOSITIONSeasy for sb It's easy for you – you’re good at maths.PHRASESit 
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is easy to see/understand It is easy to see why he is so popular.sth is easy to 

use/make/find Good software should be easy to use.as easy as pie/as easy as 
ABC informal (=very easy) It’s as easy as pie to order from the website.far from 

easy (=not easy at all) She found the visit far from easy.be no easy task (=be 
difficult to do) Becoming a lawyer is no easy task.quick and easy The dish is quick and 
easy to prepare.nice and easy I love spaghetti! It’s so nice and easy to cook.within 

easy reach of sth (=close and easy to get to) The station is within easy reach of the 
town centre.within easy walking distance of sth (=close enough to walk to) The 

park is within easy walking distance.THESAURUS: 

easysimpleanswer | question | explanation | instructions | thing | solution | 

way | method | system | terms | rules | idea | testeasy to understand or do,  

because there are no complicated words, processes, or actions involved:I just want  

a simple answer – yes or no. | She began with a simple question: “When did he first  

become interested in politics?” | Patients need a simple explanation of how the disease 

is likely to affect them. | Vaccination is such a simple thing, and it can save many 

lives. | The simplest solution would be to cancel the event. | There is a simple way to  

identify which snakes are poisonous. | They developed a simple system for sending  

messages over long distances. | The guide explains in simple terms how to use the 

dictionary. | The rules of the game are simple. | This book gives you plenty of simple  

ideas for healthy meals. | Scientists have developed a simple test which can tell you if  

you are likely to get the illness. Simple or easy?If something is simple, it is not  

complicated: The book is written in simple language, which anyone can understand. If  

something is easy, it is not difficult to do: The program is very easy to  

use. straightforwardmatter | task | approach | process | explanation | answer

 | question | caseeasy to understand or do, and unlikely to cause you any 

problems:Applying for a licence is a relatively straightforward matter. | The 

most straightforward approach is to ask the customer exactly what they 

want. | The process sounds straightforward enough. | I asked a straightforward  

question, and I’d appreciate a straightforward answer. | When she explained how to fill  

in the form, it all sounded perfectly straightforward (=completely  

straightforward).user-

friendlyguide | computer | software | website | interface | product | car | cam

era | phone | featureeasy to use:The book is a user-friendly guide to setting up your  

own business. | The company’s website is now much more user-friendly. | The 

database is easy to search through and the user-friendly interface works  

well. | Their products are designed to be user-friendly.undemandingjob | roleeasy 

because it does not take a lot of effort:The job was undemanding, but it didn’t pay very  

well. | It was an undemanding role for someone of his  
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experience.mindlessjob | taskso easy that you can do it without thinking – used 

especially when it makes you feel bored:I got a mindless job in a factory. | Housework  

is basically a series of mindless tasks which have to be done.painlesswithout any 

difficulties or problems – used especially when you expected something to be much 

worse:Finding the car hire place at the airport was relatively painless. | There is no 

quick fix or painless solution to this problem.cushy informaljoba cushy job is easy to  

do and needs very little effort – often used when you are envious of the person who 

has it:It’s a pretty cushy job – all she has to do is drive a nice car around. | He earns  

£5,000 a week for two days’ work – most people would consider that a very cushy 

number (=a very easy job). Other ways of saying that something is easyThere  

are many other ways of saying that something is easy. You can say that something  

is plain sailing, if there are no problems: If you get the measurements right, the  

rest is plain sailing. If something is not complicated to do, you can say that it is not  

rocket science: Building a wind turbine is not exactly rocket science. If something is  

surprisingly easy to do, you can say that it is child’s play: Woods makes the game  

look like child’s play. In informal English, if something is very easy, you can say that  

it is a piece of cake: “How was the interview?” “It was a piece of  

cake.” ANTONYMS → difficult 

eat /iːt/ verb (past tense ate /et, eɪt $ eɪt/, past participle eaten /ˈiːtn/)  to put 

food in your mouth and chew and swallow itNOUNSeat food Is your baby eating the 

right food?eat meat (=include it in your diet) She doesn’t eat meat, so I made her a 
tomato omelette.eat a healthy/balanced/vegetarian etc diet It’s important to eat a 
balanced diet.eat breakfast/lunch/dinner/supper What time do you usually eat 

lunch?ADVERBSeat well (=have enough food, or have good food) The people work 
hard, but they eat well.eat healthily/sensibly If you eat healthily and exercise 
regularly, you’ll look and feel a lot better.eat properly BrE eat right AmE (=eat food 

that will keep you healthy) He hadn’t been eating properly and looked very thin. | I 
exercise and eat right and get plenty of sleep.eat hungrily/ravenously (=eat a lot 
quickly, because you are very hungry) The children ate hungrily, devouring everything 

on their plate.eat heartily (=eat a lot of food) We ate heartily every evening.eat 
sparingly (=eat very little) Carter joined us for lunch, but ate 
sparingly.PHRASESsomething to eat I’m sure you can get something to eat on the 

train. | We stopped for something to eat.a bite to eat (=a small meal or snack) We 
should have time for a bite to eat before we set out.nothing to eat I’ve had nothing to 
eat all day.have enough/plenty to eat Have you had enough to eat?go out to 

eat (=eat at a restaurant) Would you like to go out to eat?eat like a horse (=eat a 
lot) She eats like a horse but never puts on any weight.eat like a bird (=eat very 

little) Ever since she was a child, Jan had always eaten like a bird. Eat or have?You  
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use eat when talking about having food in your mouth and biting or chewing it: He  

was eating a banana. You can use eat when talking about someone’s diet: She  

doesn’t eat meat. You can also use eat about the time when you eat: We  

usually eat at about 1 o’clock.You use have when talking about eating a particular  

food for a meal: We usually have porridge for breakfast. I think I’ll have a cheese  

sandwich.When talking about meals, it is more common to say have  

breakfast/lunch/dinner: You must have lunch with us some time. THESAURUS: 

eathaveto eat a particular food or meal:“What do you usually have for breakfast?” “I  

usually just have coffee and toast.” | We had the set meal.feed on sthto eat a  

particular kind of food – used when talking about animals:Foxes feed on a wide range 

of foods including mice, birds, insects, and fruit.consume writtento eat or drink  

something – used especially in scientific or technical contexts:Babies consume large 

amounts relative to their body weight.munch (on) sthto eat something with big  

continuous movements of your mouth, especially when you are enjoying your food:He 

was munching on an apple. | They were sitting on a bench munching their  

sandwiches.nibble (on) sthto eat something by biting off very small pieces:If you 

want a healthy snack, why not just nibble on a carrot?pick at sthto eat only a small  

amount of your food because you are not hungry or do not like the food:Lisa was so 

upset that she could only pick at her food.stuff/gorge yourselfto eat so much food 

that you cannot eat anything else:He’s always stuffing himself with cakes. | We gorged 

ourselves on my mother’s delicious apple tart.slurpto eat soup, noodles etc with a  

noisy sucking sound:In Britain it’s considered rude to slurp your soup, but in some 

countries it’s seen as a sign of enjoyment.TO EAT SOMETHING QUICKLYgobble sth 

up/down informalto eat something very quickly, especially because you like it very  

much or you are greedy:You’ve gobbled up all the ice cream! | The children gobbled it  

down in no time.wolf sth down informalto eat food quickly, especially because you 

are very hungry or in a hurry:The boy wolfed down everything on his plate and asked 

for more.bolt sth down BrEto eat food very quickly, especially because you are in a  

hurry:He bolted down his breakfast and was out of the door within 5 minutes. | You 

shouldn’t bolt your food down like that.devour /dɪˈvaʊə $ -ˈvaʊr/ especially writtento  

eat all of something quickly because you are very hungry:In a very short time, the 

snake had devoured the whole animal.TO EAT LESS FOOD OR STOP EATINGbe on a 

dietto be eating less or different food than normal in order to become thinner:No cake 

thanks – I’m on a diet.fastto not eat for a period of time, often for religious  

reasons:Muslim people fast during the month of Ramadan.  



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [680] 

eater /ˈiːtə $ -ər/ noun  used when talking about how much someone eats, or 

what kinds of things someone eatsADJECTIVESa big eater (=someone who usually eats 
large meals) I’m not a very big eater.a good eater (=someone who eats plenty of food 
and is not difficult to please) All her children were good eaters.a healthy 

eater (=someone who eats healthy food) Do you think healthy eaters live longer?a 
picky/fussy eater (=someone who will only eat particular things, and is difficult to 
please) My son’s a very picky eater, and only eats bread and peanut butter.a messy 

eater (=someone who drops food and makes a mess when they eat) He’s a very messy 
eater – he leaves crumbs all over the floor.a noisy eater (=someone who makes 
unpleasant noises with their mouth as they eat) I can’t stand noisy eaters!a 

compulsive eater (=someone who cannot stop themselves eating too 
much) Most compulsive eaters suffer from a range of psychological problems.NOUNS 

+ eatera meat eater (=a person or animal that eats meat) I’m not a big meat eater, 

but I do like chicken.a plant/fruit eater (=an animal that only eats plants, fruit 
etc) Most insects are plant eaters. | Most of the birds in this group are fruit eaters. 

eccentric /ɪkˈsentrɪk/ adjective  behaving in a way that is unusual and different 

from most peopleADVERBSa little eccentric also a bit eccentric especially BrE Aunt 
Nessy is a little eccentric and she keeps all her money under her 
bed.rather/somewhat eccentric He has his own rather eccentric taste in 

furniture.highly eccentric The writer has a highly eccentric view of the world.wildly 
eccentric The idea is not as wildly eccentric as it sounds.increasingly eccentric His 
behaviour became increasingly eccentric and his family were worried about 

him.eccentric + NOUNSeccentric behaviour/habits He has a number of eccentric 
habits, including keeping cockroaches as pets.eccentric personality Some Hollywood 
actors are known for their eccentric personalities.eccentric appearance She was 

wearing an enormous straw hat, which added to her eccentric 
appearance.VERBSconsider sb/sth (to be) eccentric (=think that someone or 
something is eccentric) In those days it was considered rather eccentric for a woman to 

be a farmer.regard sb/sth as eccentric (=think that someone or something is 
eccentric) He always wore the same jacket and his colleagues regarded him as 

somewhat eccentric.THESAURUS: eccentric→ crazy→ unusual  

echo1 /ˈekəʊ $ ˈekoʊ/ verb  1. if a sound echoes, it is repeated, especially 

because it hits a surface and comes back againNOUNSsb’s voice echoes Sarah’s voice 

echoed in the tunnel.a sound/noise echoes He dropped the hammer, and the sound 
echoed around the garage.sb’s footsteps echo Their footsteps echoed in the 
hall.ADVERBSecho faintly Their voices echoed faintly in the distance.echo 

strangely/eerily His words echoed eerily around the darkened room.echo 
hollowly The sound of their boots echoed hollowly from the paving stones.echo 
back The sound echoed back from the bottom of the well.PREPOSITIONSecho around 

sth The applause was still echoing around the auditorium.echo off sth Her 
voice echoed off the walls of the cave.echo through sth The sound echoed 
through the empty building.echo across sth The call of the ducks echoed across the 

lake.2. to repeat what another person thinks or says, or be similar to another 
thingNOUNSecho sb’s views also echo sb’s sentiments formal His views about the 
situation are echoed by many of his colleagues.echo sb’s 

comments/remarks/words Her comments were echoed by other world leaders.echo 
sb’s point I would like to echo the point made by the previous speaker.echo sb’s 
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thoughts “I wish I could go home,” he said, echoing my thoughts exactly.echo sb’s 

call He echoed their calls for an investigation into the causes of the accident.echo a 
theme The same theme is echoed throughout the poem.ADVERBSsimply/merely/just 

echo sb/sth Was Weber merely echoing Marx’s theories?closely echo She found that 
the experiences of other women closely echoed her own.deliberately/consciously 
echo The speech deliberately echoed President Kennedy’s speech in 1961.clearly 

echo The play clearly echoes the mood in the country at the time. 

echo2 /ˈekəʊ $ ˈekoʊ/ noun  1. a sound that is repeated, especially because it 

hits a surface and comes back againADJECTIVESa faint echo I heard a faint echo from 
the other side of the cave.a distant echo The distant echo of thunder came from the 

mountains.VERBSan echo dies away/fades (=it disappears) The echo of their voices 
slowly died away.an echo comes back The echo came back from the bottom of the 
cave.hear/listen to an echo He could hear the echoes of his footsteps on the 

pavement. | I listened to the echoes of the horses’ hooves.send an echo The sound of 
the explosion sent echoes around the valley.2. something that is very similar to another 

person or thing from the past GrammarUsually plural in this meaning. VERBShave 

echoes of sth The case has echoes of another famous murder trial.there are echoes 
of sth There are echoes of T.S. Eliot in his poems.hear echoes of sth It’s easy to hear 

echoes of the Beach Boys in their music.find an echo in sth Chardin’s paintings 
also find an echo in the work of some modern artists.ADJECTIVESa strong echo His 
books have strong echoes of classic crime novels.a distinct/clear echo The movie 

has clear echoes of another famous Hollywood movie.a faint echo The novel has faint 
echoes of Conrad’s ‘Heart of Darkness’.a direct echo There are a few direct echoes of 
the opera in the Study Symphony.an unconscious echo Her writing 

reveals unconscious echoes of other Romantic poets. 

eclipse /ɪˈklɪps/ noun  1. an occasion when the Sun or the Moon cannot be seen 

because of the position of the EarthADJECTIVESa solar eclipse (=one in which the Sun 

is hidden behind the Moon) You need to wear protective glasses to view a solar 
eclipse.a lunar eclipse (=one in which the Moon is hidden behind the Sun) If it’s 
cloudy, it may not be possible to see the lunar eclipse.a partial eclipse (=one in which 

the Sun or Moon is not completely hidden) A partial eclipse of the Sun will occur on 
August 28th.a total eclipse (=one in which the Sun or Moon is completely hidden) The 
best places to witness the Sun’s total eclipse are in southern Africa and South 

America.PREPOSITIONSan eclipse of the Sun/Moon They were able to see a 
partial eclipse of the Moon.2. a situation in which someone or something stops being 
popular, powerful or famous, usually because of some other person or 

thingADJECTIVESthe gradual eclipse of sb/sth The rise of television led to 
the gradual eclipse of radio.a temporary eclipse A few defeats followed, and the 
champion suffered a temporary eclipse.political eclipse The party suffered a string of 

defeats in national elections, leading to gradual political eclipse. 

eco-friendly /ˈiːkəʊ ˌfrendli $ ˈiːkoʊ-/ adjective  THESAURUS 

> environmentally friendly 

ecology /ɪˈkɒlədʒi $ ɪˈkɑː-/ noun  the way in which plants, animals, and people 

are related to each other and to their environmentADJECTIVES/NOUNS + ecologyfragile 
ecology (=one that is easily damaged) Exploring for oil will damage the island’s fragile 

ecology.plant/animal ecology (=the animals, plants etc that live in a particular 
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place) He’s written a book about the plant ecology of this fascinating area.marine 

ecology (=in the sea) Not much is known about the marine ecology of the Red 
Sea.rainforest ecology (=in a tropical rainforest) She’s taking part in a new study 

of rainforest ecology.urban ecology (=in a town) People want pleasant green spaces 
in cities and developers understand the importance of urban ecology.ecology + 

NOUNSthe ecology movement (=political groups concerned about the natural 

environment) She was active in the ecology movement.PREPOSITIONSthe ecology of 
sth Environmental groups argue that a new motorway would damage the 
fragile ecology of the area. 

economic AC /ˌekəˈnɒmɪk◂, ˌiː- $ -ˈnɑː-/ adjective  relating to trade, industry, 

and the management of moneyNOUNSeconomic growth/development We have 
enjoyed a period of steady economic growth.economic performance The 
country’s economic performance this year has been better than expected.the 

economic conditions/situation/climate In the current economic climate, a lot of 
people are trying to save more and spend less.economic activity This year we have 
seen an increase in economic activity.the economic system There are fears that the 

country’s whole economic system could collapse.economic 
policy/strategy Controlling inflation is the main aim of the government’s economic 

policy.economic reform The government agreed to a programme of economic 
reform.economic problems The country’s continuing economic problems could lead to 
recession.an economic crisis The economic crisis continues to worsen.an economic 

recovery There are now signs of economic recovery in the region.an economic 
slowdown/downturn (=when the economy stops growing as quickly) Experts are 
predicting an economic slowdown at the beginning of next year.the economic 

outlook (=future economic conditions) Many experts are saying that the economic 
outlook is good.economic factors Complex economic and social factors have 
contributed to the rise in violent crime.an economic indicator (=something that 

shows how well the economy of a country is doing, and what is likely to happen to it in 
the future) The main economic indicators show that the economy is still in 
decline.economic sanctions (=an official decision not to trade with another country, 

as a way of forcing political changes) The UN threatened economic sanctions against 
the regime. 

economical /ˌekəˈnɒmɪkəl, ˌiː- $ -ˈnɑː-/ adjective  THESAURUS > cheap 

economically AC /ˌekəˈnɒmɪkli, ˌiː- $ -ˈnɑː-/ adverb  in a way that is related to 

trade, industry, and the management of moneyADJECTIVESeconomically 
developed/advanced (=modern, with many different types of industry) The situation 
is different in the economically developed countries of western Europe.economically 

successful The Far East is now an economically successful area.economically 
powerful The region is supported by economically powerful countries like the 
US.economically disadvantaged (=poor) Many of our students are from economically 

disadvantaged backgrounds.economically depressed (=with not enough business 
activity, jobs etc) Economically depressed areas in the northeast will receive extra EU 
funding.economically dependent (=depending on someone or something for 

money) The country is still economically dependent on agriculture.economically 
viable/feasible (=likely to be or remain financially successful) Most of the coal mines 
in the area are no longer economically viable.economically active/inactive (=with or 

without a job that earns money) Fifty years ago, far fewer women were economically 
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active. | Children under the age of 16 are regarded as economically 

inactive.economically independent (=not depending on other people for 
money) Societies change when women become economically 

independent.VERBSdevelop economically (=grow and become more economically 
successful) China is continuing to develop economically and politically.survive 
economically If there was another war, could the country survive economically? 

economy AC /ɪˈkɒnəmi $ ɪˈkɑː-/ noun  the system by which a country’s money 

and goods are produced, or a country considered in this wayADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ economya strong/powerful economy The government’s main aim is to build a 
strong economy.a big/large economy Germany has one of the world’s biggest 

economies.a booming economy (=extremely strong and successful) What can we 
learn from China’s booming economy?a stable economy (=steady, rather than being 
strong then weak) The economy has been relatively stable for the last two years.a 

weak/fragile/depressed economy The president’s main problem is the continuing 
weak economy. | The country’s fragile economy depends almost exclusively on 
tourism.a flagging/ailing economy (=becoming weaker) The government must take 

action to boost the flagging economy.a stagnant economy (=bad and not progressing 
or improving) Measures aimed at reviving the stagnant economy are not working.the 

world/global economy Rising oil prices threaten the world economy.the 
US/German etc economy The Japanese economy is showing signs of recovery.the 
national/local economy The new factory is good news for the local economy.the 

agricultural economy (=the business of farming) The early 1920s saw a rapid 
expansion in the American agricultural economy.the rural economy (=business in the 
countryside) The rural economy was badly hit by the weather.a capitalist/free-

market/market economy (=in which companies produce and sell products freely, 
without restrictions) The country changed to a free-market economy in the 1990s.an 
industrial economy (=one that is based mainly on industries producing goods or 

materials) Expectations for growth in the main industrial economies remain 
low. | Britain has an advanced industrial economy.a developing economy (=one that 
is getting stronger and starting to include more modern industries) Many developing 

economies are investing in sources of renewable energy.a service economy (=one 
that is based mainly on selling services such as insurance or tourism) Britain has shifted 
from a manufacturing to a service economy.the black economy especially 

BrE (=business activity in which people buy and sell goods illegally, without paying 
tax) Illegal immigrants have to seek work in the black 
economy.VERBSboost/stimulate the economy (=make there be more activity and 

money in it) People are hoping that the Olympic Games will boost the 
country’s economy.kick-start the economy (=make there be more activity and 
money in it when there has been very little) Congress hopes the tax cut will kick-start 

the economy.manage the economy Governments are judged on how well 
they manage the economy.harm/damage the economy The rise in oil prices 
could harm the economy.build/create an economy They want to build a 

strong economy.destroy the economy The floods last year destroyed the 
region’s economy.economy + VERBSthe economy grows/expands The economy 
grew by 3% last year.the economy slows down/contracts (=there is less activity 

and money in it) The economy is slowing down after a long period of growth.the 
economy collapses (=fails completely) In 1929, the US economy collapsed.the 
economy recovers (=returns to normal after a period of problems) The economy is 
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beginning to recover from the recession.PHRASESa slowdown/downturn in the 

economy (=a reduction in activity and money in it) The continuing slowdown in the 
economy is giving cause for concern.an upturn in the economy (=an increase in 

activity and money in it) New figures showed the first signs of an upturn in the 
economy.a sector of the economy (=part of it) Levels of pay are low in this sector of 
the economy.the backbone of the economy (=the most important industry in 

it) Agriculture was the backbone of the economy, employing over 80% of people. 

ecosystem /ˈiːkəʊˌsɪstəm, ˈiːkəʊˌsɪstɪm $ ˈiːkoʊ-/ noun  all the animals and 

plants in a particular area, and the way in which they are related to each other and to 
their environmentADJECTIVES/NOUNS + ecosystema natural ecosystem The lake has 

an amazingly complex natural ecosystem.a fragile/delicate ecosystem The tourists 
may be damaging the island’s fragile ecosystem.a marine ecosystem (=in the sea or 
the ocean) The oil is threatening the marine ecosystem.a forest ecosystem Scientists 

are studying the forest ecosystem.VERBSdamage/disrupt/destroy an 
ecosystem They are worried that the dam will severely disrupt the 
river’s ecosystem. | We cannot sit back and let our ecosystem be destroyed.threaten 

an ecosystem Pollution is threatening the ecosystem of the Black Sea. 

ecstatic /ɪkˈstætɪk, ek-/ adjective  feeling extremely happy and 

excitedADVERBSabsolutely ecstatic I was absolutely ecstatic when I found out that I 

had passed my exam.not exactly ecstatic/less than ecstatic spoken (=not pleased 
at all) She wants to marry him, but her parents are not exactly ecstatic about the 
idea. | Kerry’s reaction was less than ecstatic.PREPOSITIONSecstatic about/over/at 

sth Thompson is ecstatic about receiving the award. | Fans were ecstatic at meeting 

their idols. Ecstatic about, over, or at?These prepositions all mean the  

same. Ecstatic about is more common than the others. THESAURUS: 

ecstatic→ happy 

edge /edʒ/ noun  1. the part of an object that is furthest from its 

centreADJECTIVESthe top edge I gripped the top edge of the door and pulled myself 
up.the bottom/lower edge The lower edge of the window frame was starting to 

rot.the front/back edge I banged my elbow on the front edge of the desk.the 
inside/inner edge He painted carefully around the inner edge of each door.the 
outside/outer edge The airport is located on the outer edge of the town.the 

northern/southern etc edge (=used about a part near the end of an area of land, 
city etc) There’s a ridge of hills on the northern edge of the county. | A tall iron fence 
marks the eastern edge of the park.the leading edge technical (=at the front of 

something moving forward) There’s a white band on the leading edge of the wing.the 
trailing edge technical (=at the back of something moving forward) The air flows 
downwards as it passes the wing’s trailing edge.PREPOSITIONSat the edge The bird 

has black wings that are yellow at the edges.the edge of sth We walked to the 
far edge of the wood.on the edge He stood on the edge of the harbour 
wall.around/round the edge There is a large square of grass with flowers around the 

edges.over the edge Her feet were dangling over the edge of the bed.PHRASESthe 
edge of the sea BrE the edge of the ocean AmE (=the land next to the sea) The 
castle stands on the edge of the sea.the water’s edge (=the land next to a river, the 

sea etc) We sat down at the water’s edge.THESAURUS: edgesidethe part of  
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something that is near its left or right edge:On the left side of the garden there was an 

old stone wall. | They parked by the side of the road.rimthe edge of something  

circular, especially the top of a cup or glass, or the outside edge of a pair of glasses:a 

white cup with a gold rim | She was looking at me over the rim of her  

spectacles.marginthe empty space at the side of a page that has writing on it:My 

teacher had marked my essay and made some comments in the margin. | Leave wide 

margins on both sides of the page.hemthe edge of a piece of cloth that is turned under  

and stitched down, especially the lower edge of a skirt, trousers etc:If you want the 

dress a bit shorter, I can easily turn up the hem.kerb BrE curb AmEthe edge of the 

pavement at the side of a road:A big black car was parked at the kerb.outskirtsthe 

areas of a city that are furthest away from the centre:The new station was built on the 

outskirts of the city.perimeterthe outside edge around an enclosed area of land such  

as a military camp or a prison:Security guards patrol the perimeter night and 

day.2. the thin sharp part of a blade or other tool that cutsADJECTIVESa sharp 

edge You need a blade with a really sharp edge.a razor-sharp edge (=extremely 

sharp) The blade of this sword has a razor-sharp edge.a jagged edge (=with a series 
of uneven sharp points) The stone had a dangerous jagged edge like broken glass.a 
rough edge (=uneven) He cut his hand on the rough edge of the wall.a serrated 

edge (=with a row of sharp points for cutting) The bread knife has a serrated edge.the 
cutting edge The drill has diamonds along its cutting edge.3. an advantage over 
othersADJECTIVESa slight edge (=a small advantage) Running on the inside lane will 

give him a slight edge.a distinct/definite edge (=a noticeable advantage) Being tall 
gives you a distinct edge in some sports.a competitive edge (=something that makes 
a person or business able to compete successfully against other people or 

businesses) Investment in new technology is the only way for the company to maintain 
its competitive edge.VERBShave the edge over sb/sth (=to be slightly better than 
someone or something else) We believe our products have the edge over the 

competition.get/gain an edge over sb/sth A well-trained workforce is a key factor 
in gaining a competitive edge over our rivals.give sb the/an edge I hope my 
qualifications and experience will give me the edge.lose your edge He’s had a lot of 

injuries and lost a lot of his competitive edge. 

edition AC /ɪˈdɪʃən/ noun  the form that a book, newspaper, magazine etc is 

produced inADJECTIVES/NOUNS + editiona new edition They published a new 

edition of his poems.a revised edition (=one that has more information than a 
previous edition, or contains corrections) The revised edition includes a chapter on 
modern art.the first/second/third etc edition (=the first, second etc set of copies to 

be published) The first edition of the novel was published in 2010.a later edition The 
mistake was corrected in a later edition of the book.a special edition They produced a 
special edition of the magazine, to celebrate its 50th anniversary.a limited 

edition (=only a limited number of copies are produced) The band has released a 
new limited edition CD.an online edition (=published on the internet) The article was 
only available in the online edition of the newspaper.an electronic edition (=available 

on the internet or on a CD, DVD etc) The company has produced an electronic edition of 
its entire catalogue.the hardback/paperback edition The paperback edition costs 
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£7.99.the morning/evening edition (=of a newspaper) An apology was printed in 

the evening edition of the newspaper.a print edition (=in the form of a newspaper, 
book etc, not on the internet) The print edition of the dictionary contains fewer 

examples.an abridged edition (=shorter because some original sections have been 
removed) An abridged edition of the book was produced for children.a facsimile 
edition (=an exact copy of a book, magazine etc published a long time ago) She gave 

him a facsimile edition of the magazine published on the day he was 
born.VERBSpublish an edition The first edition of the book was published in 
1982.produce/release/bring out an edition A special edition of the paper 

was produced.an edition comes out/appears (=is published or produced) An 
English edition of the poems appeared in the same year.an edition 
contains/includes sth A later edition of the book includes more 

photographs.PREPOSITIONSan edition of sth The article appeared in the US edition 
of the paper.in an edition His photograph appeared in the June edition of ‘Time’ 
magazine. 

education /ˌedjʊˈkeɪʃən $ ˌedʒə-/ noun  the process of teaching and 

learningADJECTIVES/NOUNS + educationa good education It is important to get a good 
education.a poor education (=not very good) She had a poor education, and left 

school without qualifications.an all-round education (=including a balance of lots of 
different subjects) The school offers a good all-round education.full-time 
education (=spending every weekday in a school or college) Children must stay in full-

time education until the age of 16.state education BrE public 
education AmE (=provided by the government) The state of California guarantees free 
public education to all children.private education (=that people have to pay for) I 

don’t agree with the principle of private education.formal education (=from teachers 
at school or college, rather than learning by yourself) She had no formal education and 
was brought up by her grandmother.higher education (=at universities) When he 

starts university in October, he will be the first member of his family to go into higher 
education.further education BrE (=at colleges after leaving school) The government 
aims to provide further education for everyone.secondary education (=for students 

between 11 and 18 years old) She hopes to start a teaching career in secondary 
education.primary education BrE elementary education AmE (=for children aged 
between 5 and 11) The government has announced plans to improve the quality 

of primary school education.nursery/pre-school education (=for children aged under 
5) The funding will provide nursery education for all four-year-olds.adult 
education (=for adults) They run adult education classes at the local community 

college.vocational education (=relating to skills needed for a particular job) We 
offer vocational education and job training.a university/college education Did you 
have a university education?health/sex education Health education leaflets give 

information about the dangers of smoking.VERBShave an education Most 
teachers have had a university education.get/receive an education Some children 
grow up without receiving any education.give/provide an education The school aims 

to provide a good general education.stay in education He decided to get a job rather 
than stay in education.continue your education I hope to continue my 
education after high school.complete/finish your education He went back to the US 

to finish his education.deny sb an education (=not allow them to have it) Young 
people are being denied a good education.enter education formal (=start going to 
school, college etc) The number of students entering higher education has risen.leave 
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education BrE (=stop going to school, college etc) She left full-time education at the 

age of 16.education + NOUNSthe education system Japan’s education system is very 
different from that of Britain.education policy The teaching unions are calling for the 

government to review its education policy.education reform They talked about the 
government’s programme of education reform.the local education authority BrE The 
school is funded by the local education authority.the education 

department Newcastle City Council’s education department has a new leader.the 
education service There are plans to expand the adult education 
service.PREPOSITIONSthe education of sb The education of women was inadequate. 

eerie /ˈɪəri $ ˈɪri/ adjective  THESAURUS > frightening 

effect /ɪˈfekt/ noun  a change that is caused by somethingADJECTIVESa 

big/major effect The increase in oil prices will have a big effect on the economy.an 
important/significant/substantial effect Climate change will have a significant 

effect on agriculture.a powerful/profound/strong effect My father’s death had 
a profound effect on me.a dramatic effect (=very big and sudden) The treatment had 
a dramatic effect.a good/positive effect also a beneficial effect formal The holiday 

had a good effect on him and he felt much more relaxed. | Exercise has a beneficial 
effect on your heart.a bad/negative effect Stress has a very negative effect on 
people’s health.a detrimental/adverse effect formal (=a bad effect) Any tax increase 

will have an adverse effect on economic growth.a harmful/damaging 
effect (=causing harm or damage to something or someone) We all know about 
the harmful effects of drinking too much alcohol. | The effects of the disease can be 

quite damaging.an immediate effect The painkillers had an immediate effect.a 
visible/noticeable/marked effect (=that you can clearly see) The punishment didn’t 
seem to have any visible effect on his behaviour.the long-term/short-term 

effect (=for a long or short time) The disease can have serious long-term effects.the 
full effect People are starting to feel the full effect of the world economic crisis.a 
knock-on effect (=an effect on one thing which then affects other things) The strike 

could have a knock-on effect at other airports.a cumulative effect (=the effect of 
many things happening one after the other) The cumulative effect of the government’s 
policies will be to push up inflation.a calming/soothing effect Her words seemed to 

have a calming effect on the dog.the desired effect (=the effect you want) His team 
talk had the desired effect because the team went on to win the game. | A much lower 

dose of the painkiller can still produce the desired effect.VERBShave an effect The 
war had a big effect on people’s lives. | My parents’ divorce had a big effect on 
me.produce an effect If you mix the two colours together, it produces an interesting 

effect.feel an effect (=notice it) Small companies will feel the effect of the recession 
first. | The climbers soon began to feel the effects of the thin mountain air.suffer 
(from) the effects of sth The people in this area are still suffering from the effects of 

the famine.lessen/reduce/minimize an effect (=make an effect smaller or less 
severe) The government must take action to reduce the effects of pollution.an effect 
lasts (=continues) The effect of the drug lasts about six hours.an effect wears 

off (=gradually stops) The effect of the anaesthetic was beginning to wear off.cushion 
the effect of sth (=make it less bad) A tax cut helped cushion the effect of rising fuel 
prices.deal with the effects of sth These people are already dealing with the effects 

of climate change.PREPOSITIONSan effect on sth What is the effect of a rise in 
temperature on the plant?PHRASEShave the effect of doing sth The news had the 
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effect of making everyone feel better. | The ingredient has the effect of making your 

hair darker.have little or no effect The treatment had little or no effect and he went 
back to his doctor.cause and effect (=when one thing directly causes another) History 

is more than a simple case of cause and effect.a domino effect (=when one event or 
action causes several other things to happen, one after the other) If a major bank fails, 
we could see a domino effect leading to a global banking crisis.the greenhouse 

effect (=the gradual warming of the air surrounding the Earth as a result of heat being 

trapped by pollution) Car exhaust fumes add to the greenhouse effect.THESAURUS: 

effectimpactan effect that happens as a result of something important, especially a  

big and permanent effect:Changes in technology have had a massive impact on the 

way we work. | People are becoming aware of the environmental impact of pollution  

from cars.influencethe effect that something has on people’s opinions or behaviour, or  

on how something develops:American television has had a big influence on popular  

culture in the West. | His ideas had a lot of influence at the time.side effectan 

unwanted and unplanned effect that something has – used especially about drugs and 

medical treatment:Common side effects of the drug may include headaches and 

muscle pains.after-effects BrE aftereffects AmEbad effects that continue for a long 

time after the thing that caused them:A traumatic experience can have severe 

psychological after-effects. | The book deals with the after-effects of the 

war.repercussions /ˌriːpəˈkʌʃəns $ -pər-//the effects that happen later as a result of  

an event or decision, especially a range of effects that continue for a long time:The 

scandal could have serious repercussions for her career. | The judge’s decision is likely  

to have important repercussions for future cases of this kind.a knock-on 

effect BrEused when something has an effect on something, which then has an effect  

on something else:Higher oil prices have a knock-on effect on other fuels.footprintthe 

effect that human activities have on the environment, caused by using up its natural  

resources, pollution, waste etc:The house has a low carbon footprint (=it uses very  

little energy from carbon and therefore is good for the environment). | Businesses all  

over the world must attempt to reduce their environmental footprint.  

effective /ɪˈfektɪv/ adjective  successful, and working in the way that was 

intendedADVERBSextremely/highly/superbly effective The company launched 

a highly effective advertising campaign.remarkably/surprisingly/amazingly 
effective The cleaning fluid he was using had been remarkably 
effective.reasonably/moderately effective The advertisements were only 

moderately effective.increasingly/more and more effective American industries 
faced increasingly effective competition from other countries.devastatingly 
effective (=extremely effective) It was a devastatingly effective argument, superbly 

supported by facts and logic.NOUNSan effective way/method/means What’s the 
most effective way to control crime?an effective method/means Exams are not the 
most effective method of assessing students’ abilities. | Is reducing the speed limit an 

effective means of reducing accidents?an effective solution The most effective 
solution to traffic congestion is to build more roads.an effective treatment Antibiotics 
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are still the most effective treatment for this disease.an effective system There needs 

to be a more effective system of financial management.effective action The police 
must take effective action to protect the public.VERBSprove effective formal (=be 

shown to be effective) A new antibiotic may prove effective in fighting the 
disease.PHRASESsth is just as effective The other treatment was just as effective, but 

much cheaper.THESAURUS: effective→ successful (1)  

efficiency /ɪˈfɪʃənsi/ noun  the quality of doing something well and effectively, 

without wasting time, money, or energyADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ efficiencygreater/increased efficiency In a search for greater efficiency, the two 

departments have merged.maximum efficiency The boat’s design helps it to move 
with maximum efficiency.high efficiency (=used about machines) The diesel engine 
offers high efficiency and low fuel consumption.fuel/energy efficiency Better fuel 

efficiency can be achieved by driving more slowly.operating/operational 
efficiency (=the efficiency with which a machine or system works) The computer can 
process this information quickly, without any loss of operating efficiency.economic 

efficiency The government approved various measures aimed at achieving 
greater economic efficiency.VERBSimprove/increase efficiency The company is 
taking steps to improve efficiency and reduce costs.promote efficiency (=develop or 

encourage it) A competitive market helps to promote efficiency.efficiency + 

NOUNSefficiency savings (=money saved by being more efficient) Efficiency 
savings in the industry will inevitably lead to job losses.efficiency 

gains/improvements New technology introduced by the company has 
brought efficiency gains.efficiency measures (=changes introduced to make 
something more efficient) The new efficiency measures are designed to improve the 

health service. 

efficient /ɪˈfɪʃənt/ adjective  if someone or something is efficient, they work well 

without wasting time, money, or energyADVERBSextremely/highly/incredibly 

efficient The factory is modern and highly efficient.economically efficient We needed 
a more economically efficient way of transporting our goods.relatively efficient The 
failing company has transformed itself into a relatively efficient business.ruthlessly 

efficient (=achieving success with a determined attitude that could seem cruel) She 
was known to be a ruthlessly efficient manager.technically efficient The team 
is technically very efficient but they lack confidence.efficient + NOUNSan efficient 

way Email is an efficient way of contacting a large number of people.an efficient 
method/means They need a secure and efficient method of storing data. | The tram is 
a very efficient means of transport.an efficient system He introduced a more efficient 

system for collecting payments.an efficient service We aim to provide our clients with 
an efficient and friendly service.the efficient use of sth We should work towards the 
more efficient use of natural resources.the efficient operation/running of sth The 

law must protect investors without interfering with the efficient operation of the 
market.an efficient solution Using mobile phones to communicate was the 
most efficient solution.efficient management Accurate records are essential for 

the efficient management of any business.NOUNS + efficientenergy/fuel 
efficient (=not wasting any fuel or energy) We installed a more energy 

efficient heating system.cost efficient (=costing or spending as little as possible) The 
larger a firm becomes, the more cost efficient it can become.PREPOSITIONSefficient at 
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doing sth As we get older, our bodies become less efficient at using the food we 

eat.efficient in sth The kitchen is very efficient in its use of space. 

effort /ˈefət $ ˈefərt/ noun  1. an attempt to do something GrammarAlways  

countable in this meaning. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + efforta big/great effort to do 

sth The government has made a big effort to tackle the problem of poverty.a 

supreme/tremendous effort (=a very big effort) It was only with a supreme 
effort that Roger controlled his temper.a successful/unsuccessful effort Their efforts 
were successful, and they won the contract. | Efforts to save the hospital from closure 

have been unsuccessful.a futile effort (=with no chance of success) Doctors knew that 
any effort to save his life would be futile.a special effort (=one that you do not 
normally make) I made a special effort to be nice to the children.a determined 

effort (=showing a lot of determination) She had made a determined effort to lose 
weight.a deliberate/conscious effort He made a conscious effort to become a better 
person.a desperate effort The prisoners made a desperate effort to escape.a heroic 

effort (=used when you admire someone for their great efforts) Thanks to the heroic 
efforts of the firefighters, the building was saved.a superhuman effort (=using all 
your strength and power) It took a superhuman effort to get the car back on the road.a 

joint/collaborative effort (=with different people or groups working together) This 
was a collaborative effort involving the three largest energy companies.a team 
effort (=in which people work together as a team) We had many fine individual 

performances, but the win was a real team effort.a concerted effort (=determined 
and well-organized) It will take a concerted effort to get rid of this problem.a 
sustained effort (=one that you continue making for a long time) It will take a 

sustained effort over the next five years to achieve our objectives.a final effort I made 
one final effort to open the door.a last-ditch effort (=a last desperate effort, even 
though you think you probably will not succeed) The team made a last-ditch effort to 

score a goal.VERBSmake an effort (=try to do something) I made an effort to be 
polite.abandon your efforts Bad weather forced them to abandon their efforts to sail 
across the Atlantic.continue your efforts We will continue our efforts towards 

peace.PREPOSITIONSeffort at sth They all laughed at her efforts at skiing.through 
sb’s efforts (=because of someone’s efforts) Through scientists’ efforts, we have 
learnt a lot about disease.despite sb’s efforts Despite all our efforts, we lost the game 

1–0.in an effort to do sth (=in order to try to do something) He bought an expensive 
car in an effort to impress her.PHRASESmake the effort (=try especially hard to do 
something that you do not usually do) She always makes the effort to talk to the 

children.make every effort to do sth (=try very hard) I made every effort to see 
their point of view.make no effort to do sth (=not try at all) They make no effort 
to learn the local language.2. the physical or mental energy needed to do 

something GrammarAlways uncountable in this  

meaning. ADJECTIVESgreat/considerable/huge effort The police put considerable 

effort into finding his car.physical/mental effort Digging requires a lot of physical 
effort.hard/strenuous effort After a lot of hard effort, we got the sofa up the 
stairs. | Ernest would not let his wife do any work that might involve strenuous effort.a 

constant effort (=you have to keep using a lot of effort) Walking was a constant 
effort.the extra effort It’s a long way to the top of the hill, but it is worth the extra 
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effort.VERBSsth takes effort also it takes effort to do sth (=you have to try hard) It 

takes so much effort to interest audiences in new shows.sth requires/involves 
effort formal (=it takes effort) Trying to get my mother to change her 

mind requires considerable effort.take the effort out of sth (=make it easy) An 
automatic car takes the effort out of driving.put effort into (doing) sth (=try hard to 
do something) Frank put a lot of effort into the party. | Let’s try again, 

only put more effort into it this time.use effort You need to use your time and effort 
efficiently.focus your efforts on sth (=give special attention to something) The 
company is focussing its efforts on Asia.effort goes into sth A lot of effort goes 

into organising a football team.PREPOSITIONSwith effort With great effort, he 
managed to keep quiet.without effort Her horse jumped the 
fence without any effort.PHRASESa great deal/a lot of effort I eventually found the 

house, but it took a great deal of effort.be (well) worth the effort (=be worth doing 
even though it is hard) It’s a difficult place to get to, but it’s well worth the effort.be a 
waste of effort I could have told him it was a waste of effort.time and effort You can 

save time and effort by booking your holiday online.an effort of will (=a big effort not 
to do something you feel like doing) It took a huge effort of will not to cry.a 
duplication of effort (=doing the same thing twice, and therefore wasting 

effort) Good planning will avoid unnecessary duplication of effort.3. work that people do 
to achieve somethingNOUNS + efforta relief effort (=work to provide food, medicine 
etc to people who have none) The UN is organizing the relief effort to the region 

affected by the earthquake.a fund-raising effort The party is planning a huge fund-
raising effort later this year.the war effort Everyone did what they could to 
support the war effort. 

egg /eɡ/ noun  1. a round object that contains a baby bird, snake, insect 

etcVERBSlay an egg Blackbirds lay their eggs in March.fertilize an egg (=provide the 
male cell that will help create a baby bird, snake etc) After the female fish has laid 

the eggs, the male comes along and fertilizes them.incubate an egg (=keep it warm 
so that it will hatch) The female bird incubates the eggs.an egg hatches (=it opens 
and the baby bird, snake etc comes out) The eggs hatch after 26 days.PHRASESa 

clutch of eggs (=a group of eggs) The birds lay their first clutch of eggs by the end of 
March.2. an egg, especially one from a chicken, that is used for foodADJECTIVESfree-
range eggs (=from chickens that are not kept in cages and are able to move freely 

outside) The restaurant uses only free-range eggs.organic eggs (=from chickens that 
are not kept in cages and that are fed foods without chemicals) Organic eggs are 
usually more expensive, but you know the chickens are well looked after.fresh 

eggs They keep chickens, so they always have fresh eggs.a boiled egg We sometimes 
have boiled eggs for breakfast.a hard-boiled egg (=an egg that has been boiled until 
the inside is hard) The sandwiches had hard-boiled eggs in them.a fried egg I’m 

having fried eggs and hash brown potatoes.a poached egg (=cooked in a little 
water) She made us poached eggs on toast.scrambled egg (=cooked with the yellow 
and white parts mixed together) He had a quick meal of scrambled eggs and coffee.a 

raw egg (=not cooked) Some raw eggs contain a bacteria called salmonella.a runny 
egg (=an egg that has been cooked but is still a liquid) I like my eggs to be a 

little runny.a bad/rotten egg The crowd threw rotten eggs at the stage. Easter  

eggsThese are usually made of hollow chocolate, with small pieces of chocolate or  
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candy inside. egg + NOUNSan egg yolk (=the yellow part of an egg) The little boy 

dipped his toast into the egg yolk.an egg white (=the part that is not the yolk) Add 
the egg whites to the icing sugar and beat them together.an egg sandwich I’d like 

an egg mayonnaise sandwich on brown bread.VERBSboil/fry/cook an 
egg Boil the eggs for four minutes.break/crack an egg Rodney broke two eggs into 
the frying pan.beat/whisk an egg Beat the eggs in a bowl, then add the milk and 

flour.separate an egg (=separate the white part from the yolk) Separate the 
eggs carefully and beat the whites to soft peaks.PHRASESeggs over easy AmE (=eggs 
that have been fried on both sides) He orders eggs over easy, bacon, and sliced 

tomatoes.bacon and eggs/ham and eggs We had a quick meal of bacon and 

eggs. You usually say bacon and eggs, or ham and eggs, rather than ‘eggs and  

bacon’ or ‘eggs and ham’.  

ego /ˈiːɡəʊ, ˈeɡəʊ $ -ɡoʊ/ noun  the opinion that you have about 

yourselfADJECTIVESa big/large/huge/enormous/massive ego (=when you think 

you are very intelligent or important) Richard has the biggest ego of anyone I’ve ever 
met. | The affair was not about love; it was about satisfying his huge ego.an inflated 
ego (=you think you are much more intelligent or important than you really are) His 

early success had given him an inflated ego.a fragile ego (=when you lose confidence 
easily) She works with actors and is used to dealing with fragile egos.a 
bruised/wounded ego (=you feel upset because you were unsuccessful) Friedman 

was nursing a bruised ego because he did not get chosen for the team.the male ego I 
didn’t want to hurt his feelings, as I know how fragile the male ego is.VERBShave a 
big/large etc ego Unfortunately, Carson has a big ego but no talent.boost/build 

up/bolster sb’s ego (=make someone feel more confident about their abilities) The 
promotion really boosted her ego. | You can bolster a child’s ego by giving him a job to 
do that he can do well.massage sb’s ego (=say or do things that make someone feel 

more confident about their abilities) Artists often need their egos 
massaging.dent/deflate sb’s ego (=make someone feel less confident) She told him 
that she wasn’t interested in having a date, but this did not seem to dent his ego in the 

least.crush sb’s ego (=make someone lose all their confidence) His ego was 
badly crushed when he failed his driving test.set/put aside your 
ego also leave/check your ego at the door (=not think of being the best or most 

important person, so that you can work together well with other people) The coach 
asked them to set aside their egos and work together as a team.ego + NOUNSan ego 
trip disapproving informal (= a situation in which someone feels pleased because they 

think they are important and other people admire them) The film is a huge ego trip for 
the director.an ego boost (=something that makes you feel much more confident 
about yourself) Getting the prize was a real ego boost.an ego problem My husband is 

really proud of my success. He doesn’t have an ego problem.PHRASESbe good for sb’s 
ego Someone said she looked ten years younger, which was very good for her ego.be 

a blow to sb’s ego (=make them lose confidence) Failing the class was a terrible blow 
to her ego.it’s an ego thing informal (=it is caused by someone worrying about their 
ego) Men want to be best at everything – I guess it’s an ego thing. 

elaborate /ɪˈlæbərət/ adjective  THESAURUS > complicated 
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elder /ˈeldə $ -ər/ adjective  olderelder + NOUNSan elder brother/sister He has 

two elder brothers.an elder daughter/son/child Her elder son Liam became a 
lawyer.an elder sibling formal (=elder brother or sister) His elder siblings looked after 
him.an elder statesman (=an old and respected politician) Deng is one of China’s 

leading elder statesmen. You can also use elder as a noun: Sarah is the elder of the  

two.Elder or older?Elder and older mean the same. Elder is more formal and is  

usually used about family members. The same is true of eldest and oldest.  

elderly /ˈeldəli $ ˈeldərli/ adjective  old – often used about an old person who is 

weak or has bad health because of their ageelderly + NOUNSan elderly 

man/woman/lady/gentleman I stood up and offered my seat to an elderly 
gentleman on the bus. | The door was opened by an elderly woman in black.an elderly 
person There are more elderly people attending the church than there are young 

people.an elderly mother/father/parent She has to take care of her elderly 
parents.an elderly relative Elderly relatives are often put in retirement homes.an 

elderly couple An elderly couple sat drinking tea at one of the tables.ADVERBSvery 
elderly His aunt is very elderly and she needs full-time care.PHRASESelderly and 

infirm formal (=old and in bad health) All the victims are elderly and infirm. You can  

also use elderly as a noun: She works in a home for the  

elderly.Elderly or old?Elderly sounds more formal than old. It makes the person  

sound weak and needing help. Some people consider that elderly is not politically  

correct. THESAURUS: elderly→ old (1)  

elect /ɪˈlekt/ verb  to choose someone for an official position by 

votingNOUNSelect sb (as) leader/president/mayor etc Chavez was elected 
president in 1998. | Kaysone was elected as party president.elect a 

government Voters will elect a new government on November 26.elect a 
representative/elect sb as a representative Lucio was elected as a state 

representative in 2006. GrammarThe passive form elected is often used before  

nouns, like an adjective: Rebels tried to overthrow the elected government. Elected  

officials are not allowed to accept money from the public. ADVERBSdemocratically 

elected This is the country’s first democratically elected government.freely 
elected (=elected in a fair election) He is the Congo’s first freely elected president in 

more than 40 years.newly elected What would be your advice to the newly 
elected president?duly elected (=as people expected) Edwards was duly elected as 
treasurer at the next annual meeting.elect sb unanimously (=all of the people in a 

group vote for someone) The new chairman was elected unanimously by the members 
of the board.PREPOSITIONSbe elected to Parliament/Congress etc He was the first 
Muslim to be elected to Congress.elect sb as leader/president/chairman etc The 

people elected her as their leader. | Wilkes was elected as a Member of 
Parliament.PHRASESrun for elected office (=try to be elected for an important 
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position such as mayor) She decided to run for elected office.THESAURUS: 

elect→ vote1 

election /ɪˈlekʃən/ noun  an occasion when people vote to choose someone for 

an official positionADJECTIVES/NOUNS + electiona general/national election (=in 
which the whole country votes to elect a government) The party’s victory in the general 

election gave them a huge majority.a local/regional election The Green Party 
increased its share of the vote in the French regional elections.a presidential 
election (=for electing a new president) He is the Democrat Party’s candidate for the 

next presidential election.a leadership election (=for electing a new leader for a 
political party) The result of the leadership election will be announced today.a mayoral 
election (=for electing a new mayor) The mayoral elections are due to take place next 

month.fair/democratic elections (=with no unfair advantage to one person or 
group) We are confident we can win, if the elections are fair.free elections (=with 
everyone allowed to vote for who they want) These will be the country’s first free multi-

party elections.a congressional/parliamentary election (=for electing people to 
Congress or Parliament) The Republican Party had considerable success in the 
congressional elections.a federal election (=for electing a federal government) The 

federal elections are scheduled for May 2nd.a gubernatorial election (=for electing a 
governor) We are still waiting for the result of the gubernatorial election in New 
Jersey.a snap election BrE (=announced suddenly and unexpectedly) He decided to 

call a snap election, to take advantage of his leap in support.VERBSvote in an 
election People under 18 years of age cannot vote in elections.have/hold an 
election The government plans to hold an election in November.call an 

election (=decide that one should happen) The prime minister would be unwise to call 
an election now.win/lose an election Who do you think will win the election? | If the 
party loses the election, they may decide they need a new leader.fight an 

election BrE also contest an election BrE formal (=take part in it and try to 
win) Three independent candidates are also planning to contest the election.run for 
election also stand for election BrE (=try to become elected) Three candidates are 

running for election.rig an election (=dishonestly arrange the result) He accused the 
ruling party of rigging the elections.boycott an election (=refuse to take part in it as a 
protest) Opposition parties have threatened to boycott the elections.an election takes 

place The last election took place four years ago.election + NOUNSthe election 
results The election results have been coming in all night.an election 
victory/defeat The party suffered its worst election defeat.an election 

campaign The election campaign has already started.an election 
candidate BrE (=someone trying to be elected in an election) Local party members 

choose the election candidates.an election manifesto (=a written statement by a 
political party, saying what they will do if they win the election) In the party’s election 
manifesto, they said they would cut taxes.an election promise/pledge (=a promise 

made while a person or party is trying to be elected) The government has broken all its 
election promises.election day/night/year/time We urge all our supporters to get 
out and vote on election day. | I’m sick of all those political pamphlets that come 

through my door at election time. | The Chancellor won’t raise taxes in an election 
year.an election rally (=a public meeting to support a politician or party before an 
election) The party leader spoke at an election rally in Manchester.an election 

broadcast BrE (=a programme by a party saying why people should vote for them in 
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an election) The next programme will be an election broadcast by the Green 

Party.PREPOSITIONSin an election He lost power in the last election.at an 
election We’re hoping to do better at the next election.an election for sth Elections 

for the state governorship will be on November 25th.sb’s election to sth Since 
his election to the Senate, he has had a lot of support.PHRASESthe result/outcome of 
an election Which factors will decide the outcome of the election?the run-up to the 

election (=the period of time before an election) There have been violent street 
protests in the run-up to the elections.win an election by a large/small etc 
majority (=win by a lot of votes or a small number of votes) The Labour Party won the 

2001 election by a huge majority.THESAURUS: electionballot /ˈbælət/an 

occasion when the members of an organization vote by marking what they want on a  

piece of paper, especially to make sure that it is secret:The result of the ballot showed 

that nurses were not in favour of a strike. | The union held a ballot of its  

members.referendum /ˌrefəˈrendəm/an occasion when everyone in a country votes on  

an important political subject:In the Danish referendum, the people voted ‘no’ to  

joining the European single currency. | The government decided to hold a referendum 

on the issue.the pollsthe process of voting in a political election – used especially in  

news reports:4,500,000 voters went to the polls in eight provinces to elect six  

governors.show of handsan act of voting informally for something by the people in a  

group raising their hands:May I have a show of hands from all those in favour of the 

proposal? | The decision was approved by a show of hands.  

electric /ɪˈlektrɪk/ adjective  relating to electricity – used especially about 

something that works using electricity, or about power produced by electricityelectric + 

NOUNSan electric light/kettle/fan/guitar etc She filled the electric kettle to make 

tea.Don’t say electrical kettle.an electric car The electric car has a range of about 100 
miles.Don’t say electrical car.electric power Most of the country’s electric 
power comes from nuclear energy.an electric wire/cable The battery was connected 

to a thin electric cable.electric wiring (=the wires that carry electricity in a building or 
machine) The electric wiring is old and needs replacing.electric current The weapon 
can send 50,000 volts of electric current through your body.an electric charge In an 

atom, a proton has a positive electric charge.an electric shock Be careful not to touch 

the bare wire, or you will get an electric shock.THESAURUS: 

electricelectricalgoods | equipment | appliances | fault | storm | engineeruse

d about goods that use electricity, problems caused by electricity, or people whose job  

is to make or repair things that use electricity:The store sells electrical  

goods. | The electrical equipment often breaks down. | He repairs electrical  

appliances such as washing machines. | The problem was caused by an electrical  

fault. | Electrical storms can cause a lot of damage (=storms with lightning). | Michael  

is training to be an electrical engineer. Electric or electrical?You can say an electric  

charge or an electrical charge: The proton has a positive electric/electrical  
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charge.You can say electric power or electrical power: The generator  

produces electric/electrical power.You can say electric wire/cable or electrical  

wire/cable: Don’t touch the electric/electrical wires.You say an electrical fault.  

Don’t say an electric  

fault. electronicequipment | device | calculator | message | game | book | mu

sic | database | votingused about equipment such as computers and televisions that  

work by using tiny electrical parts, or about things that you do using  

computers:All electronic equipment such as mobile phones should be turned 

off. | Electronic devices can detect tiny changes in temperature. | I used an electronic  

calculator to add up how much we had spent. | You can send and receive electronic  

messages on your mobile phone. | Kids love electronic games. | Electronic books are 

becoming more and more popular. | The band plays electronic music. | The information  

is stored on an electronic database. | The winner of the competition will be chosen 

by electronic voting. Electronic is often shortened to just ‘e’, for  

example email (=electronic mail), e-book (=electronic book), and e-

commerce (=electronic commerce).  

electricity /ɪˌlekˈtrɪsəti, ɪˌlekˈtrɪsɪti, ˌelɪk-/ noun  power that is carried by wires, 

cables etcVERBSgenerate/produce electricity We need to find cleaner ways 

of generating electricity.provide/supply electricity The dam will provide water 
and electricity for 30 million people.use electricity The system uses electricity to heat 

the water.save/conserve electricity (=not waste it) To save electricity, turn the 
lights out when you leave a room.have electricity The farm didn’t have electricity and 
we used candles for lighting.be powered by electricity In an emergency, the hospital 

can be powered by electricity from a generator.cut off the electricity (=stop the 
supply of electricity) You risk having your electricity cut off if you fail to pay the 
bill.waste electricity Am I wasting electricity if I keep my computer on all 

day?conduct electricity (=electricity can travel along or through something) Some 
metals conduct electricity better than others.electricity + NOUNSthe electricity 
supply The storms have affected the electricity supply in some areas.electricity 

consumption (=the amount of electricity that is used) Our target is to cut electricity 
consumption by 10%.electricity production Nuclear power accounts for 17% of 
world electricity production.an electricity bill Have you paid the electricity bill?an 

electricity company Contact the electricity company to see if you can move onto a 
cheaper plan.the electricity industry He works in the electricity 
industry.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + electricitymains electricity BrE (=supplied to a building 

from the national electricity supply) The cottage has no mains electricity.static 
electricity (=that collects on a surface, for example on your clothes or a balloon) He 
touched the door handle, and felt a jolt of static electricity. 

electric shock /ɪˌlektrɪk ˈʃɒk/ noun  a sudden shock to your body, caused by 

electricityVERBSget/receive an electric shock I got an electric shock when I touched 
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the kettle.give sb an electric shock The fence can give you a mild electric 

shock.ADJECTIVESa mild/small/tiny electric shock He got a mild electric shock as 
he changed a light bulb.a severe/massive electric shock He survived a massive 

electric shock after he drilled into an electrical cable. 

electronic /ˌelɪkˈtrɒnɪk, ɪˌlek- $ -ˈtrɑː-/ adjective  THESAURUS > electric 

elegance /ˈeləgəns/ noun  the quality of being beautiful and 

gracefulADJECTIVESgreat elegance She danced with great elegance.simple 

elegance The simple elegance of the design will appeal to many people.classical 
elegance The sofa combines classical elegance and modern style.understated 
elegance (=something is attractive because it is simple and does not have too many 

decorations) The hotel has an understated elegance with its white marble floors and its 
high ceilings.a certain elegance The café is informal, but has a certain elegance.great 
elegance The women danced with great elegance.PREPOSITIONSwith elegance Each 

bedroom has been furnished with elegance and style.PHRASESa touch of 
elegance Lace curtains add a touch of elegance to any room. 

elegant /ˈeləɡənt, ˈelɪɡənt/ adjective  an elegant person dresses in an attractive 

and graceful way. An elegant building has a beautiful design, or is decorated in a way 
that looks beautifulVERBSlook elegant The guests, who all wore evening 
dress, looked very elegant.ADVERBSbeautifully/wonderfully elegant The beautifully 

elegant church tower rises to a height of 200 feet.supremely elegant (=extremely 
elegant) Morris’s designs look supremely elegant in any room.NOUNSan elegant 
woman/lady/man Mark looked up at the tall elegant man in his long black coat.an 

elegant hotel/restaurant We stayed at an elegant hotel in Manhattan, overlooking 
Central Park. | The hotel has an elegant restaurant, with a terrace facing the 
harbour.an elegant building/house/room We enjoyed a fine meal in the 

hotel’s elegant dining room.elegant clothes/dress/suit/shoes Italian people are 
often admired for their elegant clothes. | The suit he wore was slim 
and elegant.elegant surroundings We dined in the elegant surroundings of the royal 

palace. You can also use elegant about a solution that you admire because it is very  

simple and effective: The French mathematician Pascal came up with an elegant  

solution to the problem.  

element AC /ˈeləmənt, ˈelɪmənt/ noun  one part or feature of a whole system, 

plan, piece of work etcADJECTIVESan important element This one fact is the 

most important element of his theory.a key/major element (=very important and 
necessary) Trust is a key element in any relationship. | Private study is a major 
element of the students’ timetable.a vital/essential/crucial/critical 

element (=extremely important and necessary) Her determination is a vital element of 
her success. | The most crucial element of our economic system is the law of supply 
and demand.the main element The reform programme has three main elements.a 

basic/fundamental element Milk and butter are the basic elements of these 
sauces.the human element (=involving people and their feelings, thoughts, or 

weaknesses) An aircraft is not a machine operating by itself – we have to consider 
the human element.VERBScontain/include/incorporate an element For a joke to be 
funny, it must contain an element of truth.consist of elements Any successful method 
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will consist of these three elements.combine elements The final plan combined 

elements from all the previous ones.introduce an element By offering a prize for the 
best design, you introduce an element of competition.PREPOSITIONSan element of 

sth Music is an important element of these TV shows.an element in sth Marketing is 
an essential element in the success of any business. 

elementary /ˌeləˈmentəri◂, ˌelɪˈmentəri◂/ adjective  1. very simple or 

basicNOUNSan elementary mistake/error The team made a number of elementary 

mistakes.the elementary principles/rules/laws of sth The article shows an 
ignorance of even the most elementary principles of physics.elementary level The 
coursebook is designed for students at elementary level, who want to improve their 

language skills.an elementary course She did an elementary course in mathematics 
at school.elementary science/maths/biology etc I took elementary science for two 

terms.THESAURUS: elementary→ simple2. relating to the first six years of a 

child’s educationNOUNSan elementary school She went to the local elementary 
school.an elementary teacher After college, I decided I wanted to become 

an elementary teacher.elementary education The children spend six years 

in elementary education and three years in junior high school. In British English,  

people usually say primary: a primary school primary education  

elevator /ˈeləveɪtə, ˈelɪveɪtə $ -ər/ noun AmE  a machine that takes people and 

goods from one level to another in a buildingVERBStake the elevator My office is on 

the fourth floor, so I usually take the elevator.ride the elevator (=take the 
elevator) Glen walked through the lobby, and rode the elevator to the eleventh 
floor.use the elevator Do not use the elevators in the event of a fire.get into/out 

of/off the elevator I did not want to get into an elevator crowded with people.step 
into/out of/off the elevator As he stepped into the elevator, the doors closed behind 
him.the elevator goes up/down The elevator only goes up to the 23rd floor, and 

then you have walk up to the top floor.NOUNSthe elevator door The elevator door slid 
open and then shut again.the elevator shaft (=the passage in a building, through 
which an elevator travels up and down) The elevator will be out of action until 

repairmen fix an electrical fault in the elevator shaft. Elevator is used in American  

English. British people say lift.  

eliminate AC /ɪˈlɪməneɪt, ɪˈlɪmɪneɪt/ verb [T]  to completely get rid of something 

that is not needed or wantedADVERBSeliminate sth 
completely/totally/entirely Their aim is to completely eliminate the disease.be 

largely/virtually eliminated (=almost completely eliminated) The use of these 
chemicals has now been virtually eliminated.effectively eliminate sth The company 
has effectively eliminated all the competition and they now dominate the 

market.VERBStry to eliminate sth also seek to eliminate sth formal They are trying 
to eliminate the risk of people catching the disease.help to eliminate sth Better 
lighting would help to eliminate the problem.be designed to eliminate sth The bank’s 

security measures are designed to eliminate fraud.NOUNSeliminate the need for 
sth The new system will eliminate the need for people to buy tickets from a ticket 
office.eliminate the risk It is impossible to eliminate the risk of an accident 

completely.eliminate the problem The engineers think that they have eliminated the 
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problem.eliminate the possibility of sth If you save the file on an external hard 

drive, this will eliminate the possibility of losing data.eliminate poverty The 
government wants to eliminate child poverty.eliminate waste We are always looking 

for new ways to eliminate waste and make the company more efficient. Eliminate is  

rather a formal word, which is used especially about problems and risks. In everyday  

spoken English, people usually say get rid of: We still haven’t managed to get rid  

of the problem completely. THESAURUS: eliminate→ kill  

eloquent /ˈeləkwənt/ adjective  able to express your ideas and opinions well 

when you are speaking in public, especially in a way that influences peopleNOUNSan 
eloquent speaker The president is an eloquent speaker and he is good at persuading 
people to accept his arguments.an eloquent speech She gave an eloquent 

speech about the need for reform.an eloquent appeal/plea The head of the Red 
Cross made an eloquent appeal for aid to help the survivors. | His lawyer made 
an eloquent plea for mercy, but the judge still sentenced him to three years in 

prison.PHRASESwax eloquent about sth formal (=talk a lot about something, in a 
very enthusiastic way) The critics waxed eloquent about the show, and praised the 

actors for their performances.THESAURUS: eloquentarticulateable to talk or  

write about your ideas or feelings easily and effectively:Girls are often more articulate  

and better at expressing their ideas than boys. | Jones emerged as the most articulate  

spokesman for the group.flowerylanguage | proseflowery language uses words or  

phrases that are rare or difficult to understand, instead of simple clear language:His  

books are full of flowery language and they can be rather hard to read. | It’s best not  

to use flowery prose in a formal report. You can also say that someone has a way  

with words, when you think that they are good at speaking or writing: He has  

a wonderful way with words, and describes everyday events in a unique and  

interesting way.  

email e-mail /ˈiː meɪl/ noun  a system that allows you to send and receive 

messages by computer, or a message sent using this systemVERBSsend (sb) an 
email I’ll send you an email with all the details.get/receive an email Didn’t you get 

my email?read an email It took most of the morning to read my emails.write an 
email Jack spent the evening writing emails and surfing the internet.reply to/answer 
an email She did not bother replying to his email.check your email(s) The first thing 

I do every morning is check my email.delete an email I accidentally deleted your 
email.forward an email (=send an email you have received to someone else) Can you 
please forward this email to Chris?fire off an email informal (=send it quickly, 

especially because you are angry about something) I fired off an email to the hotel, 
saying how disgusted I was with their level of service.ADJECTIVESa long email also a 
lengthy email formal He sent me a long email explaining how I could improve my 

performance.an angry email In an angry email, she accused her boyfriend of being 
unfaithful.email + NOUNSan email address What’s your email address?an email 
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message I can send email messages on my phone.an email attachment (=a 

computer file sent in an email) Don’t open an email attachment unless you know who 
sent it.an email account Kevin showed her how to open an email account.an email 

enquiry They get a lot of email enquiries about driving lessons.email 
confirmation (=an email that tells you something is definitely booked, ordered 
etc) The airline sent email confirmation of our flights.PREPOSITIONSby email It’s best 

to contact him by email.THESAURUS: emailmessagean email – used when it is  

obvious that you are talking about a message sent by email, rather than a message 

sent by some other method:I deleted your message by mistake. | My inbox was full  

of junk messages.attachmenta document or file that is sent with an email:You can 

email the photo to me as an attachment. | I can't seem 

to open the attachment.spamunwanted email messages from advertisers:I  

was getting so much spam that I changed my email address.phishingthe activity of  

sending emails in order to trick someone into giving away information such as their  

bank account number or their computer password. This information is then used to get  

money or goods:Yahoo announced new measures to protect users from phishing.  

embargo /ɪmˈbɑːɡəʊ $ -ˈbɑːrɡoʊ/ noun  an official order to stop trade with 

another countryADJECTIVES/NOUNS + embargoa trade embargo The EU threatened to 

impose a trade embargo.an arms embargo (=that stops weapons being sold or sent 
to a country) Ministers knew that the arms embargo was being broken.an oil 
embargo Some Middle Eastern countries were threatening an oil embargo.an 

economic embargo He asked for an immediate end to the economic embargo.a 
financial embargo Some countries wanted to tighten the financial embargo on 
Syria.an international embargo (=one that a group of countries agree to impose 

together) Under the terms of the international embargo, medical aid can still be flown 
into the capital.a complete/total embargo also a blanket embargo (=on all of 
something) There is a complete embargo on arms sales to governments that violate 

human rights.a partial/selective embargo (=on some things but not 
others) The partial trade embargo includes limits on exports.a strict embargo There is 

a strict embargo on arms exports.an air embargo (=stopping aircraft from flying into 
or out of a country) An air embargo in Iraq was agreed by five members of the Security 
Council.VERBSimpose/place/put an embargo on sth The UN imposed an embargo 

on trade with the military regime.lift/end an embargo We 
should lift the embargo because people are suffering.break an embargo also violate 
an embargo formal (=break the rules forbidding trade) It has been almost impossible 

to stop countries breaking the arms embargo.tighten an embargo (=make it stricter 
and more difficult to break) We are taking further action to tighten the embargo.ease 
an embargo (=make it less strict) The US will ease its trade embargo when there is a 

ceasefire.PREPOSITIONSan embargo on sth The country imposed an 
immediate embargo on US goods.an embargo against sb The UN ordered an 
international arms embargo against Iraq. 

embarrassed /ɪmˈbærəst/ adjective  feeling uncomfortable or nervous, and 

worrying about what people think of youADVERBSterribly/deeply 
embarrassed (=very embarrassed) I was deeply embarrassed to see my mother 

arrive in a very short skirt.acutely/highly embarrassed (=extremely 
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embarrassed) The government must be acutely embarrassed by the minister’s 

behaviour.slightly/a little embarrassed Tom looked slightly embarrassed when his 
name was called out.somewhat embarrassed (=rather embarrassed) His family 

seemed somewhat embarrassed to be there.clearly/obviously embarrassed He 
was clearly embarrassed about what had happened.easily embarrassed My sister was 
easily embarrassed.VERBSfeel embarrassed I felt embarrassed that he had seen me 

cry.seem/look/sound embarrassed The judge seemed embarrassed to be asking 
her such personal questions.get/become embarrassed Sometimes I get 
embarrassed, and I start to stutter.make sb embarrassed Don’t say that! You’re 

making me embarrassed!NOUNSan embarrassed silence There was an embarrassed 
silence, then Gina laughed loudly.an embarrassed smile/laugh/grin Lucy gave an 
embarrassed smile and looked down at her feet.PREPOSITIONSembarrassed by sth I 

felt embarrassed by my own lack of knowledge about the 
subject.PHRASESembarrassed and ashamed I was embarrassed and ashamed of your 

behaviour.THESAURUS: embarrassedself-consciousembarrassed about your  

body or the way you look or talk:Paul had always been self-conscious about his big  

feet.uncomfortableunable to relax because you are embarrassed and not sure what  

to say or do:There was a long silence and everyone at the table looked 

uncomfortable. | Do you feel uncomfortable about telling him the 

news?awkward /ˈɔːkwəd $ ˈɒːkwərd/feeling embarrassed because you are in a  

situation in which it is difficult to behave naturally:Teenagers often feel awkward in  

formal social situations. | There were some awkward moments when neither of us  

knew what to say to each other. | There was an awkward silence while she tried to find  

the right page of her notes.sheepishslightly embarrassed because you know that you 

have done something silly or because you feel a little guilty:Nigel came in late looking  

sheepish and apologetic.red-facedembarrassed or ashamed – used especially in  

newspaper reports:A judge was left red-faced when his mobile phone rang in  

court.mortifiedextremely embarrassed and ashamed because you realize that you 

have done something very silly or wrong:He said he was mortified at the way his  

comments had been reported in the papers.  

embarrassing /ɪmˈbærəsɪŋ/ adjective  making you feel ashamed, nervous, or 

uncomfortableNOUNSan embarrassing situation I was in a very embarrassing 

situation and I didn’t know what to do.an embarrassing position John’s refusal to 
attend his brother’s wedding put the rest of his family in an embarrassing position.an 
embarrassing question The media began asking embarrassing questions about his 

private life.an embarrassing silence There was a long and embarrassing silence after 
she asked the question.an embarrassing experience Discussing your personal 
problems with a complete stranger can be an embarrassing experience.VERBSfind sth 

embarrassing Men often find it embarrassing to talk about their problems.prove 
embarrassing (=be embarrassing for someone) Rumours about his affair with a 
glamour model proved highly embarrassing.ADVERBShighly/deeply/extremely 

embarrassing This incident is highly embarrassing for the 
college.acutely/excruciatingly embarrassing (=extremely embarrassing) She had 
never asked her family for money before, and she found the whole situation acutely 
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embarrassing.rather/somewhat/quite embarrassing Meeting my old boyfriend at 

the party was rather embarrassing.a little embarrassing also a bit 
embarrassing spoken especially BrE It was a bit embarrassing when he started to 

cry.potentially embarrassing (=could be embarrassing in the future) The timing of 
his resignation is potentially embarrassing for the government.How embarrassing! “I 

suddenly realised I had forgotten her name.” “How embarrassing!” Adverbs  

with embarrassingHighly, deeply, and extremely embarrassing all mean the  

same. Highly embarrassing is the most common collocation to use.Acutely  

embarrassing sounds even stronger than highly/deeply/extremely  

embarrassing. Excruciatingly embarrassing is the strongest of  

all. PREPOSITIONSembarrassing to/for sb This news will be embarrassing to the 

government.THESAURUS: 

embarrassingawkwardsituation | position | moment | question | silence | p

auserather embarrassing, so that you do not feel relaxed when you are talking to  

someone or dealing with someone. Awkward sounds less strong 

than embarrassing:The British government found itself in an awkward  

situation. | Because he is my brother, it puts me in rather an awkward  

position. | There was an awkward moment when she asked him why he was being so 

rude. | My parents are sure to ask some awkward questions about where I was last  

night. | After he finished talking, there was an awkward silence. | “Hi David!” There 

was an awkward pause and then he said, “Actually, my name is  

Daniel.”uncomfortableposition | experience | silence | reminder | truth | factus

ed about things that make people feel nervous and not relaxed. Uncomfortable is  

similar in meaning to awkward:She found herself in the uncomfortable position of  

criticizing people who used to be her friends. | Watching yourself on camera can be a  

very uncomfortable experience. | There was a long uncomfortable silence and people  

tried to avoid looking at each other. | The documents are an uncomfortable  

reminder of the past (=they make you remember something  

embarrassing). | The uncomfortable truth was that he did not love her any more. | It  

was easier to ignore the uncomfortable facts and pretend that everything was  

OK.humiliatingdefeat | experience | climbdownmaking you feel very ashamed and 

embarrassed, because you have been made to look stupid or weak in front of other  

people:The team suffered a humiliating defeat. | It was the most humiliating  

experience of my life. | The government has been forced into a humiliating  

climbdown about its economic policy (=an embarrassing situation, in which someone in  

authority has to admit they were wrong and change their plans). | It was humiliating 

for her to admit she had lied to the court.  
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embarrassment /ɪmˈbærəsmənt/ noun  1. the feeling you have when you are 

embarrassedADJECTIVESgreat/huge/severe embarrassment To my great 
embarrassment, my dad started dancing.acute/intense embarrassment formal The 
incident has caused acute embarrassment for the minister.considerable 

embarrassment His behaviour was a source of considerable embarrassment to his 
family.further/fresh embarrassment (=more) His resignation should save the 
government any further embarrassment.potential embarrassment (=possible) By 

leaving the competition, he was spared the potential embarrassment of losing.obvious 
embarrassment (=clear for others to see) He shuffled his feet around in obvious 
embarrassment.political embarrassment Her remarks caused considerable political 

embarrassment to the party.VERBScause embarrassment Some of his jokes caused 
embarrassment to the older members of the audience.avoid embarrassment This 
solution could help both countries avoid embarrassment.hide your 

embarrassment She started laughing in an attempt 
to hide her embarrassment.spare/save sb embarrassment (=allow them to avoid 
it) If he goes, it will save us the embarrassment of asking him to leave.feel 

embarrassment She seems incapable of feeling embarrassment.overcome your 
embarrassment also get over your embarrassment She 

quickly overcame her embarrassment and rejoined the 
group.PREPOSITIONSembarrassment at/over sth I was amused by 
his embarrassment over one little kiss.with/in embarrassment He smiled with 

embarrassment as he admitted the truth.PHRASESa source of embarrassment (=a 
cause of embarrassment) His views on immigration were a constant source of 
embarrassment to the party.(much) to sb’s embarrassment (=which makes 

someone feel embarrassed) Much to my embarrassment, my parents kissed each 
other.nearly/almost die of embarrassment (=feel extremely embarrassed) I almost 
died of embarrassment when photos of me as a baby were brought out.flushed with 

embarrassment (=with a red face because of embarrassment) I reached for her hand 
and, a little flushed with embarrassment, she gave it to me.2. a feature or event that 
makes people stop respecting a person, an organization etcADJECTIVESa 

major/huge/big embarrassment If the story is true, it could be a huge 
embarrassment for the government.a severe/serious embarrassment The scandal 
was a serious embarrassment for the club.an acute embarrassment (=extremely 

severe) The newspaper stories were an acute embarrassment to the president.a 
potential embarrassment (=something that could be an embarrassment) The party 
is anxious to avoid a potential embarrassment just before the 

elections.VERBSbe/become an embarrassment Your behaviour is becoming an 
embarrassment to the school.consider sb/sth an embarrassment (=think they are 
embarrassing) His colleagues considered him an embarrassment and they decided to 

get rid of him.prove an embarrassment formal (=be an embarrassment) The 
publication of the documents proved a severe embarrassment to the 
company.PREPOSITIONSan embarrassment to/for sb The scandals came as an 

embarrassment to the government. 

mbassy /ˈembəsi/ noun (plural embassies) [C]  a group of officials who 

represent their government in a foreign country, or the building they work 

inADJECTIVESthe Chinese/French/British etc Embassy I went to the American 
Embassy to get a visa.a foreign embassy There are many foreign embassies in central 
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London.embassy + NOUNSan embassy official Embassy officials have urged tourists 

not to travel to the region.embassy staff The government ordered the Iranian 
ambassador and two other embassy staff to leave the country.an embassy 

spokesperson An embassy spokesperson insisted that the story was not true.the 
embassy compound (=the embassy buildings and land) People were trying to climb 
over the wall to get into the embassy compound.VERBSopen/close an embassy Italy 

decided to close its embassy and withdraw its ambassador.take/seek refuge in an 
embassy (=go there and ask to be protected) The man was forced to seek refuge in 
the US embassy. 

emergency /ɪˈmɜːdʒənsi $ -ɜːr-/ noun  an unexpected and dangerous situation 

that must be dealt with immediatelyADJECTIVESa serious emergency The police 
usually respond quickly to serious emergencies.an extreme emergency These 
weapons should be used only in an extreme emergency.a major emergency In 

a major emergency, the national guard may be called in.a 
sudden/unexpected/unforeseen emergency I left early in case of traffic jams or 
any unforeseen emergency.a national emergency With food supplies running 

dangerously low, the government declared a national emergency.a medical 
emergency The patient’s condition represented a serious medical 

emergency.VERBSdeal with an emergency Several fire crews were called to deal 
with the emergency.cope with an emergency Do you think that you could cope 
with an emergency?handle an emergency There is always a doctor on call to handle 

emergencies.respond to an emergency (=go to the place where it happens and deal 
with it) How long does it take an ambulance crew to respond to an emergency?declare 
an emergency (=say officially that there is an emergency situation and the 

government is taking action to deal with it) The storm caused a lot of damage and the 
president declared a national emergency.emergency + NOUNSthe emergency 
services (=the police, fire service, and ambulance service) There have been pay cuts 

for members of the emergency services.an emergency vehicle (=an ambulance or 
fire engine) Emergency vehicles rushed to the scene.an emergency situation The 
pilot and crew must stay calm in an emergency situation.an emergency 

landing (=when problems with an aircraft force the pilot to land unexpectedly) The 
plane made an emergency landing on the Hudson River.emergency treatment The 
driver is receiving emergency treatment at Park Royal Hospital.an emergency 

operation He had an emergency operation to save his sight. | At the hospital, the 
victim received emergency surgery to save his leg.emergency aid/relief/help The 
charity made a television appeal for emergency aid to the region.an emergency 

meeting/session The government held an emergency meeting earlier today. | The 
decision was taken during an emergency session of the UN Security 
Council.emergency powers (=special powers given to the government, police, or 

army in a very serious situation) The army was given emergency powers to help tackle 
the rising violence.emergency measures (=official actions in order to deal with an 
emergency situation) The president announced emergency measures to deal with the 

financial crisis.PREPOSITIONSin an emergency She is able to stay very calm in an 
emergency.for emergencies They keep extra supplies of food and fuel in the 
basement for emergencies.PHRASESin case of emergency/in the event of an 

emergency (=if there is an emergency) The fire-exit doors should only be opened in 
case of emergency. 
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eminent /ˈemɪnənt/ adjective  THESAURUS > famous 

emissions /ɪˈmɪʃən/ noungases in the air that come from cars, factories 

etc GrammarUsually plural in this meaning, except in some noun phrases such  

as emission levels. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + emissionscarbon/carbon 

dioxide/greenhouse gas etc emissions The treaty calls for a 30% reduction 
in carbon emissions.harmful emissions (=likely to cause harm to people or the 

environment) The law is designed to limit harmful emissions.toxic 
emissions (=poisonous) By the end of the decade, we could reduce toxic emissions by 
half.noxious emissions (=harmful and poisonous) The air contains noxious 

emissions from nearby factories.vehicle emissions (=from cars, lorries etc) California 
has introduced tough new standards for vehicle emissions.industrial 
emissions (=from factories) The trees are being killed by acid rain and other industrial 

emissions.VERBScut/reduce emissions These countries signed an agreement to cut 
emissions of gases which contribute to global warming.control/limit 
emissions Efforts to control carbon dioxide emissions have not been very 

effective.monitor emissions (=officially check how much pollution is being 
produced) The department monitors emissions from factories around the 
country.emissions + NOUNSemission levels (=the amount of emissions) We want to 

see much lower emission levels throughout the industry.emissions targets (=a level 
that emissions should be reduced to) Too many companies are failing to meet 
their emissions targets.emission(s) standards (=official rules or agreements about 

how much pollution can be produced) There are strict emission standards for new 
vehicles.emission reduction/cuts The government will continue to work 
towards emission reduction.emission controls With stricter emission controls, we 

could see major improvements in air quality.emissions trading (=a system in which 
companies pay money if they produce more pollution than an official level) We would 
like to see more industries joining the emissions 

trading scheme.PREPOSITIONSemissions of sth Since the new engine was introduced, 
there has been a sharp fall in emissions of carbon monoxide.emissions from 
sth Experts are concerned about emissions from the power station. 

emotion /ɪˈməʊʃən $ ɪˈmoʊ-/ noun  a strong human feeling such as love, hate, 

or angerADJECTIVESa strong/intense emotion The death penalty is a topic which 
arouses strong emotions.a powerful emotion Grief is a very powerful emotion.a deep 

emotion (=strongly felt, but not always expressed) He had never revealed these deep 
emotions to anyone.great emotion She sings with great emotion.real/true/genuine 
emotion There was real emotion in his voice.raw emotion (=shown clearly without 

any attempt to hide it) The film is full of raw emotion.human emotions We 
express human emotions through music and poetry.a painful emotion Painful 
emotions, stored away in the patient’s memory, can suddenly come flooding 

back.mixed/conflicting emotions (=a mixture of very different feelings) She 
had mixed emotions about starting a new school.pent-up/suppressed 
emotions (=that someone feels but does not express) Crying can release pent-up 

emotions.a positive emotion (=love, happiness, hope etc) Try to focus on 
your positive emotions.a negative emotion (=anger, fear, hate etc) It’s not easy 
learning how to deal with negative emotions.an overwhelming emotion of sth (=a 

very strong one that you feel suddenly) She was filled with an overwhelming emotion of 
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relief.VERBSshow/display emotion He didn’t show any emotion when I told him I was 

pregnant.express an emotion (=show or talk about it) He had always found it difficult 
to express his emotions.feel/experience an emotion Meeting his new wife, she felt a 

mixture of emotions.have emotions Young people have strong emotions that they 
don’t always know how to express.hide your emotions also conceal/suppress your 
emotions formal Laura could not hide her emotions on seeing him again.control your 

emotions She was behaving like a teenager who 
couldn’t control her emotions.arouse/provoke emotions (=cause people to feel 
them) Abortion is a subject that arouses strong emotions.stir up people’s 

emotions (=deliberately try to make people full of anger and hate) He accused 
politicians of trying to stir up people’s emotions.PREPOSITIONSwith emotion His voice 
was shaking with emotion.PHRASESfull of emotion (=showing or feeling strong 

emotions, especially sadness) When she spoke, her voice was full of 
emotion.overcome with emotion (=feeling it so strongly that you cannot behave 
normally) As soon as I heard that song, I was overcome with emotion.choked with 

emotion (=feeling so much that you cannot speak normally) Mr Ford’s voice 
was choked with emotion as he addressed the mourners.devoid of 
emotion formal (=not showing or feeling any emotion) I find his books 

completely devoid of emotion.a lack of emotion I was shocked by her apparent lack of 
emotion.a display/expression of emotion Open displays of emotion made him 
uncomfortable.a sign of emotion He showed no sign of emotion as the guilty verdict 

was read out.a hint/trace/flicker of emotion (=a very small sign) I thought I saw 
a flicker of emotion in his eyes.a wave/flood/surge/rush of emotion (=a sudden 
very strong emotion) A great surge of emotion swept through her when she learnt that 

he was safe.emotions are running high (=people in a particular situation have very 
strong feelings, especially feelings that could lead to violence) The police were aware 
that emotions in the city were running very high. 

emotional /ɪˈməʊʃənəl $ ɪˈmoʊ-/ adjective  1. feeling or causing strong feelings 

of sadness or happinessADVERBSvery/highly emotional It was a highly 
emotional moment when they renewed their wedding vows.quite/pretty 

emotional He became quite emotional at the end of his speech.VERBSfeel 
emotional I felt very emotional when I returned to the house where I was 
born.get/become emotional Everyone got quite emotional when he left.NOUNSan 

emotional experience The funeral was a very emotional experience for his family.an 
emotional reunion (=a meeting in which you cry because you have not seen someone 
for a long time) She had an emotional reunion with her father, who she had not seen 

for over ten years.an emotional farewell Fans gathered outside the church to bid 
an emotional farewell to the singer who died last week.an emotional moment It was 
a very emotional moment and they both wept tears of joy.an emotional scene There 

were emotional scenes in the court as the killer was led away to prison.an emotional 
speech/appeal/plea The parents of the missing girl made an emotional appeal for 
her return. | She made an emotional speech after accepting the award.an emotional 

roller coaster (=a situation which causes you to feel very happy, then very sad) Her 

relationship with the singer was an emotional roller coaster.THESAURUS: 

emotionalemotiveissue | subject | word | languagemaking people have strong 

feelings, so that they want to argue with each other:Fox hunting is a very emotive 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [707] 

issue in Britain. | Animal experiments are a highly emotive subject. | ‘Propaganda’ is  

a highly emotive word. | His speech was full of emotive 

language.movingstory | account | film | experience | tributemaking you have 

strong feelings, especially of sadness, sympathy, or pity:The book is a moving  

story about a young boy’s search for his mother. | She gives a moving account of her  

childhood in Iran. | I found the film deeply moving. | Listening to him play the violin  

was a profoundly moving experience. | Jeremy paid a moving tribute to his  

wife.touchingstory | gesture | faithaffecting your emotions and making you feel  

sympathy, especially because someone shows how much they care about another  

person or animal. Touching is less strong than moving:She wrote a touching  

story about a little girl and her dog. | My son phoned me to wish me good luck, which  

was a touching gesture. | I found his faith in his parents rather touching. | There was  

something rather touching about the letter. Deeply or highly?You usually say highly  

emotional and highly emotive, but deeply moving and deeply  

touching. poignantreminder | memory | moment | imagemaking you feel strong 

feelings of sadness or pity, especially because you remember something in the 

past:The ruins are a poignant reminder of the city’s glorious past. | The visit clearly  

brought back poignant memories. | There are some poignant moments in the 

film. | The portrait of his mother is one of the artist’s more poignant  

images.sentimentalfilm | song | comedy | storydealing with emotions such as love 

and sadness in a way that seems silly:I found the film too sentimental. | They released 

an album of sentimental love songs. | The play is a sentimental  

comedy. | Her stories have been criticized for being too sentimental.highly 

chargedatmosphere | meeting | debate | topic | issuefull of strong emotions, so 

that people often argue with each other:The trial took place in a highly charged 

atmosphere. | After a highly charged meeting, the council eventually voted by 459 

votes to 403 to accept the deal. | There was a highly charged debate in which the 

parents argued about what was best for their children. | Euthanasia (=killing someone 

to prevent them from suffering) has always been a highly charged topic. | highly  

charged issues such as health care reform2. relating to your feelings, and the way in 

which they affect your lifeNOUNSemotional problems The patient has a long history 

of emotional problems.sb’s emotional state Her parents were worried about 
her emotional state.emotional support His friends gave him a lot of emotional 
support during the breakup of his marriage.emotional needs It is important to pay 

attention to the emotional needs of the child.emotional well-being/welfare (=the 
state of feeling happy and not worried about your life) Physical and emotional well-
being are closely linked.emotional strain/distress/trauma (=very unpleasant 

feelings after a bad experience) She has been under a great deal of emotional 
strain lately. | Children who have been abused suffer varying degrees of emotional 
trauma.an emotional scar (=a permanent bad effect on someone, caused by a bad 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [708] 

experience) His childhood had left deep emotional scars.emotional turmoil (=strong 

and confused feelings) When you’re going through emotional turmoil, you can’t 
concentrate on anything.the emotional impact They were worried about 

the emotional impact of their divorce on the children.emotional 
involvement/attachment (=a feeling of liking or loving someone or something) A 
nurse has to avoid emotional involvement with patients. | Most people have 

some emotional attachment to the place where they grew up.emotional 
baggage (=feelings about the past which affect your life now) He was carrying a lot 
of emotional baggage from a previous relationship.emotional energy Worrying uses 

up a lot of emotional energy. 

emotive /ɪˈməʊtɪv $ ɪˈmoʊ-/ adjective  THESAURUS > emotional (1) 

emphasis AC /ˈemfəsəs, ˈemfəsɪs/ noun  special attention or 

importanceVERBSput emphasis on sth The airline is accused 

of putting more emphasis on profit than on safety.place/lay emphasis on 
sth formal (=put emphasis on something) The school places a lot of emphasis 
on sports.give emphasis to sth We need to give greater emphasis to cancer 

prevention.shift the emphasis (=change it to something else) With drug addiction, we 
are shifting the emphasis from punishment to treatment.the emphasis 
shifts/moves (=changes) The emphasis is now shifting away from oil towards 

renewable sources of energy.add emphasis (=make an opinion or fact seem more 
important) Some punctuation marks are used to add emphasis.ADJECTIVESgreat 
emphasis The company places great emphasis on customer care.strong/heavy 

emphasis There is a strong emphasis on research in the university.considerable 
emphasis Most religions put considerable emphasis on the importance of marriage.the 
main emphasis The main emphasis must be on quality, not 

quantity.particular/special emphasis The new legislation places particular 
emphasis on energy conservation.increasing/growing emphasis Recently, there has 
been an increasing emphasis on creating more jobs.undue emphasis (=too much 

emphasis) In our society, we place undue emphasis on wealth and 
possessions.PREPOSITIONSemphasis on sth In many Asian cultures, there is a lot 
of emphasis on politeness.PHRASESa change of emphasis also a shift in 

emphasis There has been a change of emphasis in the government’s foreign policy. 

emphasize AC also emphasise BrE /ˈemfəsaɪz/ verb  to say something in a 

strong wayNOUNSemphasize the importance/significance/value of sth The report 

emphasizes the importance of improving safety standards.emphasize the need for 
sth I would emphasize the need for further research before we can reach a definite 
conclusion.emphasize sb’s/sth’s role His work emphasized the role of psychological 

factors in physical illness.emphasize a point/fact She emphasized her point by giving 
several shocking examples.ADVERBSstrongly emphasize The report strongly 
emphasizes the need for better communication between teachers and 

parents.repeatedly/constantly emphasize They repeatedly emphasized the 
government’s failure to deal with unemployment.PHRASESbe keen to emphasize/be 
at pains to emphasize (=make a lot of effort to emphasize something) He was keen 

to emphasize that the situation was getting better.it is worth emphasizing that (=it 
is good to emphasize it) It is worth emphasizing that this man is innocent until proved 

guilty.THESAURUS: emphasizestressto emphasize something when you are 
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talking about a subject:Most schools stress the importance of parental involvement in  

their child’s learning. | He stressed the need for parents to listen to their  

children.highlightto show that something is important, so that people will pay special  

attention to it:This case highlights the need for tougher laws on gun ownership. | The 

report highlights the decline in the numbers of native plants and 

insects.underline/underscoreto help to show clearly that a fact is true, especially a  

fact that is already known:These attacks underline the fact that the security situation  

here remains fragile. | The president’s speech repeatedly underscored the progress  

that has been made.accentuateto show something clearly and make it easier to  

notice:The recent economic crisis has accentuated the gap between the rich and the 

poor.overemphasizeto emphasize something too much:The relation between food 

and health is often overemphasized in my view.play upto emphasize something and 

make it seem more important than it really is, especially to get advantages for  

yourself:The story has been played up by the media. | The party is always playing up 

the problems left by the previous government.  

empire /ˈempaɪə $ -paɪr/ noun  1. a group of countries that are all controlled by 

one ruler or governmentADJECTIVESa large/vast/huge empire The Emperor Claudius 
ruled a vast empire stretching from Persia to Britain.a great empire (=large and 

powerful) The city was the centre of a great empire.the Roman/British/Ottoman etc 
Empire The Barbarians finally overthrew the Roman Empire.a colonial empire (=a 
group of countries ruled by another country that is far away) France had a huge colonial 

empire.VERBSfound/establish an empire (=start an empire) The 
Persian Empire was founded by Cyrus the Great.expand an empire (=increase its 
size) Spain wanted to expand its empire north.destroy an empire Crusades and civil 

wars gradually destroyed the Byzantine Empire.an empire 
grows/expands The empire grew to include many new territories.an empire 
falls/collapses (=loses power suddenly) In AD 476, the western part of the empire 

collapsed.an empire crumbles (=loses power gradually) The vast empire was 
beginning to crumble.PHRASESthe decline of an empire (=the gradual decrease in its 
power) The next two hundred years saw the gradual decline of the Roman Empire.the 

fall/collapse of an empire (=its sudden end) After the Battle of Waterloo, 
the collapse of Napoleon’s empire was inevitable.2. a group of organizations controlled 
by one personADJECTIVESa large/vast/huge empire He created 

a vast financial empire worth billions of dollars.a business/financial/media etc 
empire His business empire is now worth over $20 billion.VERBSbuild (up) an 
empire She built her clothing empire from one small shop to an international chain.run 

an empire She now runs a whole media empire.expand an empire The tycoon 
is expanding his empire.an empire collapses When the business empire collapsed, 
thousands of employees lost their jobs.empire + NOUNSempire building (=increasing 

the number of companies or organizations that you control) They are a large 
organization already but they still have a taste for empire building.PHRASESthe 
collapse of an empire He left the country after the collapse of his 

construction empire. 

employ /ɪmˈplɔɪ/ verb  THESAURUS > use1 
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employee /ɪmˈplɔɪ-iː, ˌemplɔɪˈiː/ noun  someone who is paid to work for 

someone elseADJECTIVESa full-time/part-time employee We now have 110 full-time 
employees.a permanent/temporary employee Some of the temporary 
employees were later hired as permanent staff.a senior/junior employee The 

company offers large bonuses to senior employees.a male/female 
employee Many female employees earn less than men doing similar jobs.a former 
employee The company is being sued by three former employees.a disgruntled 

employee (=who is annoyed by the way their company has treated 
them) A disgruntled employee revealed secret information to a national newspaper.a 
public-sector/government employee (=working for the government or a public 

organization) The government is reducing pensions for public-sector employees.a 
state/federal employee (=employed by a US state government or the US national 
government) The governor authorized a pay increase for state employees. | A union 

representing federal employees is challenging the new law.VERBShave ... 
employees The Birmingham-based company has over 200 employees.recruit 
employees (=offer them jobs) We are recruiting employees for our IT division.lay off 

employees also make employees redundant BrE (=stop employing them because 
there is no work for them to do) Unions fear that many part-time employees will be laid 

off. | The company was nearing bankruptcy and had to make 720 employees 
redundant.dismiss/fire an employee also sack an employee BrE (=stop employing 
them, usually because they have done something 

wrong) Seven employees were dismissed for misconduct.an employee joins a 
company/firm etc Employees who join the firm after April will be on the new 
contracts.an employee leaves A number of employees have left the company in 

recent months.employee + NOUNSemployee benefits The company offers 
excellent employee benefits.employee involvement We’re aiming for 
greater employee involvement in major business decisions.PREPOSITIONSan employee 

of sth Employees of the bank were given the bad news this morning.an employee at 
sth Employees at the power station have to wear special protective clothing. 

employer /ɪmˈplɔɪə $ -ər/ noun  a person, company, or organization that 

employs peopleADJECTIVESa big/large/major employer The company is one of the 

state’s biggest employers. | The farm is the only large employer in the area. | The giant 
insurance company is a major employer in Ipswich.a local employer A number of local 

employers are involved in the scheme.sb’s former/previous/last 
employer His former employer described him as an excellent worker.a 
future/prospective/potential employer (=someone who might employ you) It is 

important to be able to prove to prospective employers that you have the relevant 
experience for the job.sb’s present/current employer Try to persuade your current 
employer to give you more training.sb’s new employer She hoped that she wouldn’t 

be a disappointment to her new employer.a good employer The company has a 
reputation as a good employer.an unscrupulous employer (=an unfair or dishonest 
employer) Unscrupulous employers forced children to work for up to 16 hours a day.a 

private employer also a private sector employer BrE Private sector employers have 
also been looking abroad for staff.a public employer also a public sector 
employer BrE The National Health Service is the largest public sector employer in 

Europe.a corporate employer Almost every major corporate employer utilizes the 
services of these consultants.VERBSan employer hires sb (=gives someone a job) The 
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government wants to encourage employers to hire more workers.an employer 

fires/sacks/dismisses sb (=stops employing someone, usually because they have 
done something wrong) His employer fired him for taking too much time off. | Women 

were, typically, sacked by their employers when they married. | Employees have a right 
not to be unfairly dismissed by their employer.work for an employer My father 
has worked for the same employer since he was 19. 

employment /ɪmˈplɔɪmənt/ noun  the condition of having a paid 

jobADJECTIVESfull-time/part-time employment Mike is in full-time employment, but 
his wife is not working.permanent/temporary employment The staff are mainly 
university graduates entering permanent employment for the first time.long-

term/regular employment (=working for the same company for a long time) She 
finally found regular employment at a hospital in York.continuous employment You 
can join the pension scheme after two years of continuous employment with the 

company.alternative employment After leaving his job in a tax office, he 
found alternative employment in a restaurant.gainful employment formal (=which 
provides money for you to live) He has had no gainful employment for the last five 

years.paid employment (=for which you receive money) 51% of women return 
to paid employment within 5 years of having a child.VERBSlook for/seek 

employment My son had to leave the farm and seek 
employment elsewhere.give/offer sb employment He was offered employment in the 
company’s main office.provide employment The new power station will provide 

employment for around 400 people.create/generate employment The government is 
trying to stimulate the economy and create employment.find/get/obtain 
employment The men hope to find employment in the construction industry. | He 

found it difficult to obtain employment because of his criminal record.terminate sb’s 
employment formal (=end it) After he arrived at work drunk several times, the 
decision was taken to terminate his employment.employment + NOUNSthe 

employment figures/statistics The latest employment figures will be embarrassing 
for the government.employment opportunities There are very few employment 
opportunities in the area.employment prospects (=someone’s chances of getting a 

job) Better qualifications will improve your employment prospects.employment 
rights (=the rights that someone has in their job) Part-time workers now have the 
same employment rights as full-time staff.an employment contract There is a clause 

in your employment contract covering holiday entitlement.employment practices (=a 
company’s treatment of its workers) The company was accused of unfair employment 
practices.employment legislation/law The government is supporting changes to 

European employment law.an employment agency (=an organization that finds jobs 
for people) After losing his job, he signed on with several employment agencies.an 
employment tribunal (=a court that decides a case relating to employment) She felt 

that she had been treated unfairly and she took her case to an employment 
tribunal.employment levels (=the number of people employed in an 
area) Employment levels in the region are above the national average.PREPOSITIONSin 

employment (=in the position of having a paid job) He has been in employment for 
the last three years.out of employment (=in the position of not having a job) He has 
nowhere to live and is currently out of employment.employment in sth She’s 

seeking employment in the health sector.employment as sth He managed to 
obtain employment as a waiter.PHRASESsb’s place of employment formal They had a 
long journey to their place of employment.loss of employment The insurance policy 
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pays your rent in the event of loss of employment.conditions of employment All 

workers have a right to a fair wage and decent conditions of employment.the terms of 
employment (=the rules or conditions relating to someone’s job) It’s in the terms 

of their employment that they can’t go on strike. 

empty /ˈempti/ adjective  if something is empty, there is nothing or no one in 

itNOUNSan empty bottle/can/box/packet Can you put the empty bottles in the 
recycling bin?an empty cup/glass/plate A girl cleared away the empty cups.an 

empty cupboard/fridge/shelf The food had all gone and the cupboard was empty.an 
empty tank The fuel tank is almost empty.an empty room/hall/corridor His voice 
echoed through the empty room.an empty 

house/hotel/restaurant/building The hotel was completely empty when they 
arrived.an empty seat/chair/bed People began filling up the empty seats.an empty 
street The rain fell on the empty streets.an empty train/bus The trains are empty at 

the weekends.an empty space There was an empty space where his chair had 
been.an empty landscape (=with no trees, houses, hills etc) She stared out of the 
window at the bleak empty landscape.ADVERBScompletely empty The shelves 

were completely empty.almost/nearly/virtually/practically empty The restaurant 
was dark and almost empty, except for four men at a table.half-empty A half-

empty bottle of red wine stood on the table.VERBSa building stands/stays/lies 
empty (=no one lives there) The house stood empty for over a year.leave sth 
empty Holiday homes are sometimes left empty for months.PREPOSITIONSempty of 

people/traffic The streets were still empty of traffic.THESAURUS: emptyWITH 

NOTHING IN IT OR ON ITbareroom | cupboard | landscape | tree | branchused 

about a room or cupboard that has very little in it:The room was bare, except for a  

small table. | She was hungry, but the cupboard was bare. | The road climbed up into  

a bare landscape of mountains. | I looked out at the bare trees in the snow (=with no 

leaves).blanksheet | page | screen | space | disk | tapeused about a computer  

screen or a piece of paper that has no writing or pictures on it, or a disk or tape with  

nothing recorded on it:Fontaine handed her a pen and two sheets of blank  

paper. | The screen suddenly went blank (=became blank). | I’ve left a blank space for  

your signature.hollowtree | tube | cylinder | piece of woodused about something  

that has an empty space inside:The insects make their nests in hollow trees. | The 

device was hidden inside a hollow piece of wood.NOT BEING 

USEDfreeseat | table | room | parking spaceavailable and not being used:There is  

a seat free by the window. | He said he was happy to wait until a table became 

free. | “Is the meeting room free?” “I’m sorry, it’s being used right now.” | There are 

never any parking spaces free at this time of day. Free is less commonly used before  

a  

noun. vacantroom | seat | chair | table | building | house | apartment | land | l

otavailable and not being used. Vacant is more formal than free and is used 

especially about places you pay to use or buy:I asked the hotel if they had any vacant  
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rooms. | He was lucky enough to find a vacant seat. | The table next to ours became 

vacant. | The house had been vacant for over a year. | They bought a vacant lot for  

$40,000 (=a small area of land). On toilets in public places, there is often a sign  

which says vacant (=empty) and engaged (=someone is using it). WITH NO PEOPLE  

THEREdesertedstreet | road | beach | city | town | village | station | platform | 

placea deserted place is quiet because there is no one there, or because the people  

who used to be there have left:It was three o’clock in the morning and 

the streets were deserted. | We went for a walk along the deserted beach. | They 

found the remains of a deserted village. | The old lady stepped off the train onto 

the deserted platform. | This place is deserted at  

night.uninhabitedisland | area | regionused about a place that has no people living  

in it, especially permanently:Cousin Island is a beautiful uninhabited island which is  

home to many rare birds. | The rocket fell in an uninhabited region of the Negev 

desert.unoccupiedhouse | apartment | flat | building | property | roomused 

about a house or room that no one is living in or using at the moment:Burglaries  

frequently happen when people are on holiday and their house is unoccupied. | There 

was no noise and the building appeared to be unoccupied. | Never leave a candle  

burning in an unoccupied room. Unoccupied is less commonly used before a  

noun. ANTONYMS → full (1) 

encounter AC /ɪnˈkaʊntə $ -ər/ noun formal  an occasion when you meet 

someone or experience something, especially for the first timeADJECTIVESsb’s 
first/next/last encounter This was my first encounter with Shakespeare.a 

chance/unexpected encounter A chance encounter in a restaurant led to a profitable 
business partnership.a casual encounter He tried to suggest it was a casual 
encounter, but Claire guessed he had been waiting for her.a brief 

encounter That brief encounter changed my life forever.sb’s previous/last 
encounter He had not yet fully recovered from their last encounter.a recent 
encounter He remembered the anxiety she had shown during their recent encounter in 

the church.a personal/face-to-face encounter In my personal encounters with 
Italians, I have found them very friendly.a direct encounter It was not until many 
years later that I had my first direct encounter with the organization.a close 

encounter He looked very shaken after his close encounter with a shark.a violent 
encounter The film begins with a violent encounter between people in a Paris street.an 
unpleasant encounter One evening I had an unpleasant encounter on the bus.a 

strange encounter He had a strange encounter with a man who was dressed as a 
woman.a dangerous encounter After some dangerous encounters with pirates, they 
finally find the treasure.VERBShave an encounter On their travels, they have one 

strange encounter after another.survive an encounter He was lucky 
to survive his encounter with the snake.describe an 
encounter Michael described an encounter with a lady in the park.remember/recall 

an encounter I remember my first encounter with him.an encounter takes 
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place/occurs On May 6th 1999 an unlikely encounter took place in Downing 

Street. | My one encounter with him occurred at a conference.NOUNS + encounteran 
alien encounter (=an encounter with creatures from space) He claimed he had had 

an alien encounter.PREPOSITIONSan encounter with sb/sth I told her about 
my encounter with the priest. | His first encounter with a computer changed his career 
plans.an encounter between people There was a violent encounter between police 

and protesters. 

encourage /ɪnˈkʌrɪdʒ $ ɪnˈkɜːr-/ verb  to give someone more confidence or 

desire to do something, or to make something easier or more desirable to 
doADVERBSactively/positively encourage sth/sb The teachers actively 

encourage independent decision-making.strongly/greatly encourage sb Language 
students are strongly encouraged to study abroad for one semester.deliberately 
encourage sb He had deliberately encouraged the other boy to throw 

stones.PREPOSITIONSencourage sb in sth We want to encourage young 
people in whatever they choose to do.PHRASESdesigned to encourage 
sth/sb also aimed at encouraging sth/sb There are various incentives designed to 

encourage participation in the program.try to encourage sb/sth The government 
is trying to encourage more schools to manage their own budgets. 

encouragement /ɪnˈkʌrɪdʒmənt $ ɪnˈkɜː-/ noun  something that helps 

someone feel that they can do somethingADJECTIVESgreat/considerable 
encouragement It was a great encouragement to hear these words. | We 
took considerable encouragement from our early success.a little encouragement I’m 

sure he can become a good player – he just needs a little encouragement from 
us.strong encouragement A new organization is to be established, with strong 
encouragement from the government.active encouragement The scheme was set up 

with the active encouragement of the local authority.gentle encouragement I find 
that gentle encouragement often works better than criticism.every 
encouragement Every encouragement should be given to those trying to bring peace 

to the region.parental encouragement Parental encouragement improves children’s 
performance at school.VERBSgive sb encouragement My friends gave me a lot 
of encouragement.offer encouragement My parents offered encouragement and 

support.provide encouragement The scheme is intended to provide 
encouragement for young writers.shout encouragement The fans shouted 

encouragement to the team.get/receive encouragement We 
have received tremendous encouragement from the Australian people.take/draw 
encouragement from sth (=you feel encouraged because of something) The coach 

will have taken encouragement from the way his team performed.need 
encouragement Young boys often need help and encouragement. | In my experience, 
she never needs much encouragement to go shopping.PREPOSITIONSencouragement 

from sb Stephen received a lot of encouragement from his parents.with sb’s 
encouragement With her husband’s encouragement, she became a 
teacher.PHRASESwords of encouragement The rest of the team shouted out words of 

encouragement. 

encouraging /ɪnˈkʌrədʒɪŋ, ɪnˈkʌrɪdʒɪŋ $ ɪnˈkɜːr-/ adjective  giving you hope and 

confidenceADVERBSvery/most/highly encouraging The first results look very 
encouraging. | The response from the public has been most 

encouraging.extremely/tremendously/immensely encouraging I’m pleased with 
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his progress – it all sounds extremely encouraging.quite encouraging The news so far 

is quite encouraging.hardly encouraging/far from encouraging (=not at all 
encouraging) The latest sales figures were far from encouraging.NOUNSencouraging 

news There is some encouraging news about the economy.an encouraging sign His 
breathing was now normal, which was an encouraging sign.encouraging 
results Scientists are reporting encouraging results from early tests of a vaccine.an 

encouraging response (=many people have replied) The police have had 
an encouraging response to their appeals for information.encouraging noises (=say 
some encouraging things) After making some encouraging noises, they eventually 

rejected his request.an encouraging start The team had an encouraging start to the 
season when they won their first two games.an encouraging development Despite 
these encouraging developments, the situation is still not 

satisfactory.PREPOSITIONSencouraging for sb It is encouraging for students to get 
nice comments about their work.ANTONYMS → discouraging 

encyclopedia also encyclopaedia BrE /ɪnˌsaɪkləˈpiːdiə/ noun  a book or CD 

containing facts about many different thingsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + encyclopediaa 
scientific/medical etc encyclopedia I read about the condition in the family medical 
encyclopedia.a baseball/football etc encyclopedia AmE If you need to know all the 

statistics, check a baseball encyclopedia.a two-volume/eight-volume etc 
encyclopedia An eight-volume Encyclopedia of Practical Cookery, published in 1899, 
gives several recipes for tomato jam.VERBSlook sth up in an encyclopedia If you 

don’t know how many kinds of elephant there are, look it up in an 
encyclopedia.consult an encyclopedia formal (=look in an 
encyclopedia) He consulted several encyclopedias but could not find the information he 

wanted.write/compile an encyclopedia The encyclopedia is compiled by a big team 
of editors.publish an encyclopedia The encyclopedia was first published in 
1829.encyclopedia + NOUNSan encyclopedia entry/article (=a piece of writing about 

something in an encyclopedia) The encyclopedia entry listed all the artist’s major 
paintings.PREPOSITIONSan encyclopedia of gardening/music/technology etc I’ve 
just bought a big encyclopedia of gardening. 

end1 /end/ noun  1. the last part of a period of time, event, activity, or 

storyPHRASESthe end of the day/week/month etc Karen will return to the US at 
the end of the month.the end of March/July/December etc My visa runs out at 

the end of May.from beginning to end Michael Jones led the race from beginning to 
end.in the end (=used for saying what finally happens or is decided) We considered 
going to France but in the end, we went camping in Scotland.ADJECTIVESthe very 

end Save the best joke for the very end of the speech.a fitting end (=a very suitable 
one) Winning the championship a fifth time was a fitting end to his 
career.PREPOSITIONSthe end of sth The end of the match was very exciting. | The two 

men met once again before the end of the war.at the end At the end of the book they 
get married. | I’ll come and see you at the end of my exams.until the end You have to 
wait until the end of the movie to find out what happens.by the end It was a good 

performance but by the end some people were getting bored.towards/near the 
end Her character only appears towards the end of the film. | We’re getting near the 
end of the holidays now.ANTONYMS → beginning (1)2. a situation in which something 

is finished or no longer existsVERBScome to an end (=finish) The team’s series of 
victories came to an end when they lost 3–2.draw to an end also near an end (=be 
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close to the end) My holiday was drawing to an end. | At 38, she is nearing the end 

of her career as a player.get to the end of sth also reach the end of sth The 40-
year-old power station has now reached the end of its life.put an end to sth (=make 

something stop) A shoulder injury put an end to his baseball career.bring an end to 
sth also bring sth to an end (=make something stop) They began talks aimed 
at bringing an end to the war.call for/demand an end to sth (=publicly ask for 

something to stop) The union is calling for an end to discrimination.mark/mean/spell 
the end of sth (=show that something is ending) These disappointing sales figures 
could spell the end of the company.ADJECTIVESa sudden/abrupt end (=sudden and 

unexpected) After the news leaked out, his political career came to a sudden end.an 
early end Hopes of an early end to the conflict are fading.a tragic end (=when 
something ends in a very sad and upsetting way, usually with the death of 

someone) His promising acting career came to a tragic end.a premature/untimely 
end (=when something ends too soon) The event came to an untimely end when a fire 
broke out inside the stadium.PREPOSITIONSan end to sth We are hoping for an 

early end to the dispute.PHRASESsth is at an end (=it has ended) Now that the war 
is at an end, the country can begin the task of rebuilding itself.the end is in 
sight (=you know that something will end soon) After a nine-month wait for her 

operation, the end is finally in sight.to/until the bitter end (=until it is not possible to 
do something any longer, even though you are in a very difficult situation) They will 
remain loyal to their leader to the bitter end.3. the part of a place or object that is 

furthest from its beginning or centreADJECTIVESthe opposite/other end (of sth) The 
two men were sitting at opposite ends of the bar. | Take hold of the other end of the 
string and pull hard.the far end (of sth) (=furthest from you) He walked to the far 

end of the room and sat down.the very/extreme end of sth Our room was at 
the very end of the corridor.the deep/shallow end (=used about the parts of a 
swimming pool where the water is deepest or least deep) The kids were splashing about 

in the shallow end.PREPOSITIONSthe end of sth The hairdresser snipped off the ends 
of her hair.at the end of sth The school is just at the end of the street.on the end of 
sth On the end of the chain was a bell.on (its) end Try standing the pencil on its 

end.PHRASESlay/place sth end to end (=in a line, with the ends touching) The roof 
tiles are laid end to end.from end to end (=from one end to the other) The animal 

measures over four metres from end to end.THESAURUS: endtipthe end of  

something, especially something pointed:the tip of your nose | an arrow tippointthe 

sharp end of something:The point of the pencil broke.4. an aim or 

purposeADJECTIVESpolitical/military financial etc ends The government used the 
situation for political ends.a common end (=which you all want to achieve) We felt we 
were all working together towards a common end.a desired end People want 

democracy but how can they bring about this desired end in that country?a 
noble/worthy end (=one that you admire) Finding a cure for cancer seems a 
very worthy end.VERBSachieve your own ends disapproving (=get what you 

want) Some people would do almost anything to achieve their own ends.PHRASESto 
that/this end (=with that/this aim or purpose) Our first priority is safety, and the 
airline is working to that end.the end justifies the means disapproving (=you believe 

that doing something bad is acceptable, if it achieves a good result) The terrorists 
believe that the end justifies the means, and it doesn’t matter how many people are 
killed.a means to an end (=something that you do because it is a way of getting 
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something else) To Joe, work was a means to an end, nothing more.an end in 

itself (=the only thing that you want to achieve) The programme is not an end in itself, 
but rather the first step the prisoner takes towards a new life.with this end in 

view (=with this thing as your aim) We need to reduce costs, so, with this end in view, 
the company is switching supplier. 

end2 /end/ verb  1. if something ends, it reaches its final pointNOUNSa 

meeting/game/trial ends The meeting ended in the late afternoon, without any 

agreement.a class/course/term ends When the class ended, the teacher said she 
wanted to talk to me.a show/exhibition/concert/festival ends The audience 
clapped when the show ended.a period/year/day/week etc ends For the three-

month period ending December 31st, the company made £24.8 million.a 
story/movie/film/play ends The story ends with the couple getting 
married.war/fighting ends The Vietnam War ended in 

1975.conversation/talks/negotiations end The talks ended in failure.a 
marriage/relationship ends Her marriage ended seven years ago, when her husband 
suddenly left home.sb’s life ends (=used especially when someone’s life suddenly 

stops being happy or interesting) Just because you have children, it doesn’t mean that 
your life ends.ADVERBSend well/badly I knew it would end badly.end 

happily Cinema audiences like films that end happily.PREPOSITIONSend with sth The 
day ended with a trip to a local restaurant.end in sth The game ended in a 
draw.PHRASESend in failure/defeat/disaster/success Every attempt has ended in 

failure.end in divorce One in three marriages ends in divorce.end in 
tears informal (=end with people being unhappy) I hope that it won’t all end in 
tears.end on a high/positive/happier note (=end with something good 

happening) The story ends on a happier note, with Sally recovering from her 

illness.THESAURUS: endfinishmeeting | concert | show | exhibition | raceto  

end – use especially when saying what time an organized event  

ends:The meeting will finish at 7 p.m. and refreshments will be 

provided. | The concert is due to finish at 12.30 a.m. | The show finishes at the end of  

May. | The exhibition finishes on March 7th. | The race finishes just past Westminster  

Bridge. You can also use end in all these sentences. End is more common  

than finish in this meaning. come to an 

endtime | period | year | career | war | ordeal | holiday | contract | relationshi

pto finally end – used about something that has continued for a long time:Her time in  

Africa was coming to an end. | The six month trial period comes to an end on 

Friday. | The years of economic growth came to an end. | His 40-year career in politics  

is coming to an end. | The war finally came to an end six years later. | Her long ordeal  

came to an end and he was released by the kidnappers (=a bad experience that  

continues for a long time). | The holiday came to an end and she returned to her  

family home. | His contract will come to an end in July. | Their relationship finally came 

to an end, and they decided to get a divorce. | We’d love to stay here longer, but all  

good things must come to an end.draw to a close/an 
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endyear | century | day | afternoon | season | career | campaign | war | game 

| conversationif a period of time or an activity draws to a close, it gradually  

ends. Draw to a close/end is rather formal and is mainly used in written  

descriptions:The weather turned colder as the year drew to a close. | The 

20th century was drawing to an end. | The holiday season drew to a close in  

September. | Lowe’s international playing career was drawing to a close. | As 

the campaign drew to a close, it became clear who was going to win the election. | It  

was spring and the war in Europe was drawing to an end. | As the game drew to a  

close, United were awarded a penalty.run 

outtime | money | luck | supply | visa | contract | agreement | lease | ticket | 

guaranteeif time, money etc runs out, there is no more available. If an official  

document runs out, the period of time when you can use it has ended:You’d better  

hurry – time is running out. | I stayed in Paris until my money ran out. | His luck ran  

out and he lost the next game by one point. | One day the supply of oil will run  

out. | Her boyfriend must go home because his visa has run out. | My contract runs  

out at the end of this month. | Oh no, my ticket has run out – I’d better go and move 

the car. | The five-year guarantee runs out this  

October.expirevisa | contract | agreement | lease | card | ticket | passport | gu

arantee | warrantyif something expires, the period of time when you can use it has  

ended. Expire is more formal than run out:She had to leave when her visa  

expired. | The player’s contract has expired. | The card was due to expire in  

March. | My season ticket is about to expire and I need to get a new one. | If  

your passport expires this year, now is a good time to renew it. | The customer has to  

pay for repairs after the guarantee expires. | The 12-

month warranty has expired (=guarantee – a formal use). You can say that  

something is over (=it has definitely ended): The war was over. His political career is  

over. I will be glad when all this is over.You can also say that something is at an  

end (=it has ended, or nearly ended): Laura realised that her marriage was at an  

end. He thought his life was at an end.You say that time is up when the time that  

you are allowed has officially ended: Stop writing and put down your pens. Your time  

is up. ANTONYMS → start1 (2)2. to make something stop permanentlyNOUNSend a 

war/conflict In 1975 a treaty was signed, which ended the war in Vietnam.end the 

violence/fighting/killing The only way to end the violence is for everyone to be 
involved in the peace process.end a strike/dispute The workers voted 
to end their strike.end a situation/problem/crisis We need to find a way 

of ending the current economic crisis.end sb’s career The scandal effectively ended his 
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political career.end the use/sale of sth Governments have promised to end the use 

of these weapons. 

ending /ˈendɪŋ/ noun  the way that a story or film finishes, or the way 

something that you are describing finishesADJECTIVESa happy ending I like stories 

with happy endings.a sad/unhappy/tragic ending The story has a sad ending, and 
the girl never sees her family again.a dramatic ending The movie has a dramatic 
ending in which both the main characters are killed.a surprise ending I think a good 

detective story should have a surprise ending.a good ending A joke makes a good 
ending to a speech.the perfect ending The walk home under the stars was the perfect 
ending to the evening.a fairy-tale ending (=a good and happy ending that seems 

unlikely) The story has a fairy-tale ending, and the two enemies become close friends.a 
disappointing ending It was a disappointing ending for Castrale, who managed only 
third place.a different/alternative ending The author invites readers to choose 

between three different endings.the original ending I prefer the original 
ending because it seems more likely.an ambiguous ending It’s a 
deliberately ambiguous ending – we don’t know what the couple’s future will 

be.VERBShave a happy/sad ending The story has a happy ending: the dog survived 
and now has a new owner.give away the ending (=tell someone what the ending of a 

story will be) The title of the story gives away the ending.PREPOSITIONSan ending to 
sth It was a disastrous ending to his career.the ending of a 
film/story/book/poem He changed the ending of the book. 

endless /ˈendləs/ adjective  used when saying that there seem to be a very 

large number of something, or something seems to continue for a very long time, 
especially when this makes you surprised, annoyed, or boredNOUNSan endless 
series/succession We had to sit through an endless series of talks.an endless 

stream An endless stream of trucks went to and from the harbour.an endless 
supply Our host seemed to have an endless supply of amusing stories.an endless 
round of meetings/parties Life was an endless round of picnics and parties.an 

endless variety The fish display an almost endless variety of colors and 
patterns.endless problems/difficulties/trouble They had endless trouble with the 
water supply.endless questions She patiently answered her son’s endless 

questions.endless meetings They had endless meetings with the producer.endless 
cups of tea/coffee He drank endless cups of tea as he worked.an endless 

corridor It is easy to get lost in the endless corridors of its offices.the possibilities 
are endless I could start a business of some kind. The possibilities are endless.the list 
is endless There are so many courses to choose from – 

the list is endless.ADVERBSalmost/virtually/practically endless The possible colour 
combinations are almost endless.seemingly/apparently endless He had a seemingly 
endless list of demands.VERBSseem endless The journey home seemed endless. 

ends /endz/ nounTHESAURUS > purpose 

enduring /ɪnˈdjʊərɪŋ $ ɪnˈdʊr-/ adjective  THESAURUS > long (2), permanent 

enemy /ˈenəmi/ noun  someone who hates you and wants to harm 

youADJECTIVESa great enemy Henry prepared to fight his great enemy, the king of 

France.main/biggest/greatest enemy He sees terrorism as his country’s main 
enemy.an arch enemy/arch-enemy (=main enemy, used for emphasis) The comic 
book character Lex Luthor is Superman’s arch enemy.bitter enemies (=enemies who 
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hate each other very much) When these former friends quarrelled over money, they 

became bitter enemies.a political enemy The prime minister keeps these political 
enemies at a safe distance.sworn enemies (=enemies who will always hate each 

other) The men have been sworn enemies for many years.a common 
enemy (=shared by more than one person or group) They were all united against 
the common enemy of fascism.a formidable enemy (=a very powerful enemy) The 

North Vietnamese army proved to be a formidable enemy.deadly enemies (=enemies 
who try to harm each other as much as possible) France and Germany, once deadly 
enemies, are now partners in the European Union.an old/traditional enemy (=that 

has been an enemy for a long time) In 1548, Scotland moved towards an alliance 
with her traditional enemy, England.an implacable enemy formal (=one who is very 
determined and refuses to change their opinions) The two countries have 

been implacable enemies for many years.VERBShave enemies Everybody loved her – 
she didn’t have any enemies.make enemies (=become unfriendly with people) During 
her long political career, she made many enemies.defend/protect yourself from 

your enemies Our country has a right to protect itself from its enemies.defeat an 
enemy His opponent will be a hard enemy to defeat.face/confront an enemy We 
must confront the real enemy, which is poverty and disease.engage/meet the 

enemy (=start fighting them) For these young soldiers, this will be the first time 
they engage the enemy.enemy + NOUNSenemy forces The town is occupied by enemy 
forces.enemy soldiers/aircraft He shot down over forty enemy aircraft.an enemy 

position (=a place controlled by an enemy army) General Hunt ordered an air strike on 
the enemy positions.PHRASESbehind enemy lines (=behind the edge of an area that 
is controlled by an enemy army) Men from the First Airborne Division were 

dropped behind enemy lines.I wouldn’t do sth to my worst enemy (=used when 
saying that you would never do something because it is such a bad thing to do) I would 

not treat my worst enemy as badly as he treats his children.THESAURUS: 

enemyPERSONadversary formalan enemy:When he retired, he was replaced by his  

old adversary. | He made the fatal mistake of underestimating his  

adversary.foe literaryan enemy:A guard called out “Who goes there – friend or  

foe?” | The two former foes are now in the government. | The Russian Army were 

a formidable foe.arch enemysomeone’s main enemy:In the movie, Batman goes into  

battle with his arch enemy the Joker.opponentsomeone you are competing against,  

for example in a sports game, competition, or election:You win the game if you are left  

with more cards than your opponent. | He is admired even by his political  

opponents.nemesis writtenan enemy or opponent that is impossible to defeat – a  

rather formal use:In the final, he met his nemesis, Rafael  

Nadal.COUNTRY/ARMYenemya country or army that you are fighting against in a  

war:Soldiers who were captured by the enemy suffered terribly.  

energetic AC /ˌenəˈdʒetɪk◂ $ -ər-/ adjective  having or needing a lot of energy 

or determinationVERBSfeel energetic If you’re feeling energetic, we could go out for a 
run.NOUNSan energetic person/man/woman/child The hotel is run by a friendly 
and energetic woman.energetic activity Guests can relax by the pool or take part in 

more energetic activities.energetic efforts Kim made energetic efforts to improve that 
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situation.an energetic campaign Despite an energetic campaign, the Republicans lost 

the election.an energetic performance All the dancers gave energetic 
performances.ADVERBSvery/highly energetic She is at home all day with three highly 

energetic children.PHRASESyoung and energetic The players are young and 

energetic.THESAURUS: 

energeticdynamicleader | performer | person | performancevery energetic –  

used especially about someone who does a lot of new or exciting things:Margaret  

Thatcher was a very dynamic leader. | Robbie Williams is a powerful and dynamic  

performer. | I’m not normally a very dynamic person. | The team delivered a dynamic  

performance.hyperactivechild | son | daughtera hyperactive child has too much 

energy and cannot keep still or quiet for very long:Our youngest son was hyperactive,  

and it had a damaging effect on the whole 

family.tirelesscampaigner | worker | advocate | supporter | efforts | work | ca

mpaigning | dedicationworking with a lot of energy in a determined way in order to  

achieve something:She was a tireless campaigner for women’s rights. | The president  

praised the tireless efforts of the rescue team. Other ways of saying that someone  

is energeticYou can also say that someone is full of energy or bursting with  

energy: At the beginning of the year, the students are full of energy and enthusiasm.  

energy AC /ˈenədʒi $ -ər-/ noun (plural energies)  1. power used to provide 

heat, operate machines etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS + energysolar energy (=from the 
sun) The water is heated using solar energy.nuclear/atomic energy The problem 

with nuclear energy is dealing with the waste. | a report on the cost of nuclear 
energywind/wave energy The windmill uses wind energy to crush grain and pump 
water.renewable energy (=energy such as solar or wind energy that can be replaced 

naturally) Switching to sources of renewable energy will reduce carbon 
emissions.alternative energy (=from sources other than oil, coal, or nuclear 
energy) It is the first form of public transport to be powered by alternative 

energy.clean/green energy (=causing no pollution) The aim is to provide 80% of 
electricity from clean energy sources.VERBSgenerate/produce energy It is possible 
to generate energy from waste.supply/provide energy The wind farm 

will provide enough energy for 100,000 homes.use energy Washing machines use a lot 
of energy.save/conserve energy (=not waste it) An efficient boiler will conserve 
energy and save you money.store energy Batteries store the energy from the solar 

panels.harness energy (=get energy from somewhere and use it) The system is 
designed to harness the energy of the waves.release energy Fuels release 
energy when they react with oxygen.energy + NOUNSenergy use also energy 

consumption formal 30% of all our energy use is in the home. | We all need to reduce 
our energy consumption.energy production Energy production has fallen.energy 
conservation (=preventing it from being wasted) There will be taxes to 

encourage energy conservation.energy efficiency This guide provides advice on ways 
of improving energy efficiency.energy needs/requirements Sixty percent of the 
country’s energy needs are met by imported oil.energy supplies/resources The 

world’s energy resources are being used up at an alarming rate. | We must secure the 
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country’s future energy supplies.an energy source Nuclear power is one of the 

few energy sources that does not pollute the atmosphere.an energy 
shortage California experienced energy shortages that in turn led to power outages.an 

energy crisis Europe could soon face an energy crisis.an energy bill (=the amount 
someone spends on energy or a statement showing how much someone owes for it) We 
are looking at ways of cutting our energy bill.energy prices Energy prices keep going 

up.an energy company/the energy industry Energy companies are making massive 
profits. | We need greater regulation of the energy industry.PREPOSITIONSenergy 
from sth The water is heated using energy from the sun.PHRASESa source/form of 

energy Coal is more expensive than other sources of energy.the demand for 
energy The demand for energy in developing countries will continue to grow.2. the 
physical and mental strength that makes you able to do thingsPHRASESbe full of 

energy/be bursting with energy (=have a lot of energy) I felt happy and full of 
energy. | The children were all bursting with energy.a lack of energy Common 
symptoms include a loss of appetite and a lack of energy.a burst of energy (=a short 

sudden increase in energy) He tried to summon up one final burst of energy, but his 
legs wouldn’t respond.VERBShave a lot of/little/no etc energy He always has plenty 
of energy!lack energy (=have no energy) She lacked the energy to continue.put 

energy into sth I really put a lot of energy into what I do. | Try to put more energy 
into your game.channel your energy into sth (=use your energy doing something, 
rather than other things) She should channel more of her energy into her 

studies.devote your energy to sth (=use most of your energy doing 
something) Models devote all their energy to looking perfect.conserve energy (=use 
as little as possible) The lions spend much of the day sleeping, conserving energy for 

the hunt.waste energy Don’t waste energy making excuses.run out of 
energy (=have none left) The players seemed to be running out of energy.drain/sap 
your energy (=make you tired) The long walk in hot weather sapped our 

energy.summon up/find the energy to do sth (=manage to do something even 
though you feel tired) I couldn’t even summon up the energy to make a cup of 
tea.your energy flags (=it becomes less and you become tired) After eight laps of the 

running track, my energy began to flag.sth takes energy also sth requires 
energy formal Climbing with a full backpack takes a lot of 
energy.ADJECTIVESboundless energy (=that seems to have no limit) Her boundless 

energy and lively personality make her a great kids TV presenter.youthful 
energy (=energy that young people naturally have) She is very talented and full of 
youthful energy.creative energy (=that makes you want to write, draw, paint etc) We 

have seen an explosion of creative energy from the band this year. | The city is full 
of creative energy.nervous energy (=energy that comes from being nervous or 
excited) She seems to thrive on nervous energy.excess/surplus energy Kids need an 

opportunity to use up their excess energy.pent-up energy (=used especially when 
someone feels frustrated because they have a lot of unused energy) He needed an 
outlet for all his pent-up energy.energy + NOUNSenergy levels (=the amount of 

energy someone has) Regular exercise increases your energy levels.an energy 
boost (=extra energy given by something) If you need an energy boost, a short nap 

could be the answer 

enforce AC /ɪnˈfɔːs $ -ɔːrs/ verb  to make people obey a rule or 

lawNOUNSenforce a law He wants the police to enforce the law and arrest the 
men.enforce a rule/regulation The rules are strictly enforced.enforce an 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [723] 

agreement The president called for UN action to enforce the agreement.enforce 

discipline A school must enforce discipline in the classroom.enforce a ban A ban on 
arms sales can only be enforced with international cooperation.enforce sanctions The 

EU has threatened to enforce sanctions by blockading the port.ADVERBSbe 
strictly/rigorously/rigidly enforced The new parking restrictions will be strictly 
enforced.be properly/fully enforced Rules are only effective if they are properly 

enforced.be effectively enforced Many members think that the regulations cannot 
be effectively enforced.be legally enforced Most of the social rules and customs we 
follow are not legally enforced. 

engagement /ɪnˈɡeɪdʒmənt/ noun  1. an agreement between two people to 

marry, or the period of time they are engagedVERBSannounce your 
engagement (=tell people about it) The couple are expected 
to announce their engagement today.break off an engagement (=suddenly end 

it) Were you surprised when she broke off the engagement?ADJECTIVESa long 
engagement (=a long period between getting engaged and getting married) Neither of 
them wanted a long engagement.a short engagement They were married last month 

after a short engagement.engagement + NOUNSan engagement ring Jerry bought her 
a beautiful sapphire engagement ring.an engagement party Have you been invited to 

their engagement party?an engagement announcement The royal couple finally 
made their engagement announcement on Friday.PREPOSITIONSsb’s engagement to 
sb He announced his engagement to the actress last week.2. formal an official 

arrangement to do something, especially one that is related to your workADJECTIVESan 
official engagement This is the prime minister’s first official engagement since the 
elections.a public engagement She appeared with her husband at many public 

engagements.an important engagement He had an important engagement with his 
solicitor.a pressing engagement (=something important that must be done now) He 
left in a hurry, claiming to have a pressing engagement elsewhere.a previous/prior 

engagement (=one that is already arranged) I’m sorry I can’t be there, but I have 
a previous engagement.a speaking engagement (=one in which you give a 
speech) I’ve been turning down speaking engagements to concentrate on writing my 

memoirs.VERBShave an engagement I don’t have any engagements tomorrow.keep 
an engagement (=do the thing that you have arranged to do) The prime minister will 
be unable to keep this engagement.carry out an engagement Last year, the 

princess carried out over 300 official engagements.cancel an engagement He 
instructed his secretary to cancel all his engagements.PREPOSITIONSan engagement 
with sb He had an engagement with the French president.3. formal the fact of being 

involved with something or someoneADJECTIVESemotional engagement The audience 
has no emotional engagement with these dull characters.constructive 
engagement (=designed to achieve something) The US president refused to consider 

a policy of constructive engagement with the terrorists.active 
engagement (=involving action) For many of these students, there will be active 
engagement in politics.engagement + NOUNSengagement policy There has been a 

change in South Korea’s engagement policy with its northern 
neighbours.PREPOSITIONSengagement with sb/sth He is a monstrous 
person with whom there can be no real engagement.engagement in sth It was clear 

that the least healthy people in the group had no engagement in physical activity of any 
kind.PHRASESrules of engagement (=rules about fighting a war) Some of these army 
units were not clear about the rules of engagement. 
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engine /ˈendʒən, ˈendʒɪn/ noun  the part of a vehicle that produces power to 

make it moveVERBSstart an engine also switch on/turn on an engine I fastened 
my seat belt and turned on the engine.switch off/turn off an engine Maggie pulled 
over and switched off the engine.rev (up) an engine BrE gun an 

engine AmE (=make an engine run very fast, usually when the vehicle is not 
moving) He waits at the red light, impatiently revving the engine.leave/keep the 
engine running (=not turn it off) He parked outside the bank and kept the engine 

running.an engine cuts out (=stops suddenly) The engine keeps cutting out for no 
reason.an engine idles also an engine ticks over (=runs slowly while the vehicle, 
machine etc is not moving) The taxi waited at the kerb, its engine idling noisily.an 

engine runs on sth (=it uses a kind of fuel) The engine runs on ordinary 
petrol.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + enginea big/powerful engine The newer model has a 
more powerful engine.a small engine The engine is small, so it’s quite cheap to run.a 

petrol/diesel engine The van has a 2.5 litre diesel engine.a jet engine We could 
hear the plane’s powerful jet engines.a car/motorbike etc engine Modern car 
engines are highly efficient and use much less gas.a four-cylinder/six-cylinder 

engine The older model had a six-cylinder engine.engine + NOUNSengine 
trouble (=problems with an engine) When the boat developed engine trouble, the crew 

had to abandon ship.engine failure (=when an engine stops working suddenly) Their 
aircraft suffered engine failure and crashed into the sea.the engine capacity (=the 
size of the engine) The car has a small engine capacity but it produces a lot of 

power.the engine speed The rev counter measures the engine speed, not the speed 
the car is travelling at.an engine immobiliser (=a device that makes the engine 
impossible to start if someone tries to steal it) Most modern cars are fitted with 

an engine immobiliser. 

engineer /ˌendʒəˈnɪə, ˌendʒɪˈnɪə $ -ˈnɪr/ noun  someone whose job is to design, 

build, or repair things such as machines, bridges, or roadsADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ engineera civil engineer (=an engineer who designs and builds roads, bridges 

etc) The bridge was designed by the famous civil engineer, Thomas Telford.a 
mechanical engineer He was a mechanical engineer, and he knew everything there 
was to know about car engines.an electrical/electronic engineer He works as an 

electronic engineer for a phone company.an aircraft engineer The plane had been 
checked by aircraft engineers.a mining engineer Mining engineers were constructing a 

new mine shaft.a qualified/trained engineer The oven should be installed by 
a qualified engineer.a chartered engineer BrE (=a qualified engineer) She is training 
to become a chartered engineer.VERBSwork as an engineer He works as an 

engineer at a nuclear power plant.train as an engineer He dreamed of becoming a 
designer of planes and trained as an engineer.an engineer designs/develops sth A 
British engineer has designed a car made of wood especially for use in Africa.an 

engineer builds sth The spacecraft was built by a team of American engineers. 

English /ˈɪŋɡlɪʃ/ noun  the language used in Britain, the US, Australia, and some 

other countriesADJECTIVESgood/excellent English You speak very good 
English.perfect English His English was perfect, with no trace of an accent.fluent 

English (=very good English, without any mistakes or hesitations) She studied in the 
United States, and she speaks fluent English.poor English (=very bad) He had only 
recently arrived in Britain, and his English was poor.British/American/Australian 

etc English The spelling ‘color’ is used in American English.non-standard 
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English (=English which some native speakers say, but which is not considered to be 

correct) ‘There ain’t no bread’ is non-standard English.correct/standard English The 
correct English phrase is ‘There isn’t any bread.’pidgin English (=English consisting of 

a few simple English words mixed with another language) They were able to 

communicate by means of pidgin English. Instead of saying that someone’s English is  

‘bad’, you usually say that it is not very good, poor, or terrible if it is very  

bad. Don’t say His English is broken. Say His English isn’t very good. You only 

use broken in this meaning in the phrase in broken English.VERBSspeak 

English Does anyone here speak English?understand English Most people 
can understand English because they study it at school.use English The children 
all use English at home.learn English I came here because I wanted to learn 

English.practise your English BrE practice your English AmE She was glad of a 
chance to practise her English.improve your English Hiroshi hopes 
to improve his English.master English (=become good at using English) It takes 

several years to master English.translate sth into English Some of her books have 
been translated into English.be published in English His books are being published in 
English for the first time.English + NOUNSan English word/phrase The English 

word ‘landscape’ comes from the Dutch word ‘lanschap’.English grammar A good 
knowledge of the rules of English grammar is essential.an English 
course/class/lesson I’m thinking of taking English classes this summer. | She made 

a living giving English lessons to foreigners.an English teacher His English 
teacher says his English is getting better.an English translation of sth He is working 
on an English translation of a Russian play.PREPOSITIONSin English The sign 

was written in English.PHRASESbe fluent in English (=be able to speak English well, 
without mistakes or hesitation) He spent a year in England and became fluent in 

English.have a good command/knowledge of English (=be able to speak English 
well) The book is aimed at those who already have a good command of English.not 
speak a word of English (=does not speak any English at all) He doesn’t speak a 

word of English.in plain English (=in simple clear English) Could you explain, in plain 
English, what that means?in broken English (=speaking English with a lot of 
mistakes) A waitress came and took their order in broken English.learners of 

English Pronunciation is a problem for many learners of English. The Queen’s  

EnglishPeople sometimes talk about the Queen’s English, meaning ‘standard  

British English’. This phrase now sounds rather old-fashioned.  

enigmatic /ˌenɪgˈmætɪk◂/ adjective  THESAURUS > mysterious 

enjoy /ɪnˈdʒɔɪ/ verb  1. to get pleasure from somethingADVERBSenjoy sth very 

much/very much enjoy sth It’s a very funny book and I enjoyed it very much. | I 
have very much enjoyed working here.enjoy sth a lot I’ve enjoyed my trip a 
lot.really/thoroughly enjoy sth She really enjoys cooking.enjoy sth 

immensely/enormously/tremendously/hugely The audience enjoyed the 
show immensely.greatly enjoy sth The children’s teacher said they had greatly 
enjoyed the visit.particularly/especially enjoy sth I particularly enjoyed the article 

about space travel.quite/rather enjoy sth He quite enjoys being alone.actually 
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enjoy sth (=used when you think it is surprising) I actually enjoy being out in the 

rain.NOUNSenjoy your job/work He clearly enjoys his job.enjoy a holiday/trip Did 
you enjoy your holiday?enjoy a day/evening We enjoyed our day in London.enjoy a 

meal The waiter brought their food and said “Enjoy your meal”.enjoy life I’m enjoying 
life more than ever before.enjoy an experience I enjoyed the experience of being 
part of a team.enjoy sb’s company (=enjoy being with someone) He was an 

interesting man and she enjoyed his company.enjoy the view They sat 
outside, enjoying the view across the lake.enjoy your 
freedom Enjoy your freedom while you can.PHRASESenjoy yourself (=do things that 

make you happy) People come here to relax and enjoy themselves.enjoy every 

minute I enjoyed every minute of the trip. GrammarEnjoy is usually used  

transitively and usually has an object after it. Don’t say I enjoyed very much. Say I  

enjoyed it very much. People sometimes say Enjoy! on its own, meaning “I hope  

you enjoy it!”, especially when they are serving you a meal. THESAURUS: 

enjoyhave fun informalto enjoy doing something relaxing or not serious:See you 

soon. Have fun! | We all had a lot of fun when we were in Paris. Have fun is usually  

used on its own. You can also use it with a participle: They had fun shopping  

together. get pleasure from/take pleasure into enjoy something:She gets a lot of  

pleasure from her job. | They took great pleasure in each other’s company. These  

phrases are sometimes used when talking about people who enjoy causing suffering  

or problems: Some people get pleasure from hurting other people. I  

shall take great pleasure in telling him that I’m resigning. delight in doing sthto  

enjoy doing something that makes other people feel a little uncomfortable or  

embarrassed:She delights in telling other people they are wrong. | He delighted in  

playing tricks on people.revel in sthto enjoy every moment or part of something very  

much:The rest of the family were revelling in the glorious hot weather. | He 

was positively revelling in his new-found freedom (=enjoying it very  

much).relishprospect | chance/opportunity | challenge | thought/ideato enjoy 

the thought that something is going to happen:He is relishing the prospect of playing  

against some of the best players in the world. | I relished the chance to learn all about  

the local culture. | It’ll be tough, but I’m relishing the challenge. | I  

don’t relish the thought of leaving all my 

friends.savour BrE savor AmEmoment | memory | victory | prospectto enjoy 

something as it happens and spend time thinking about how enjoyable it is:He paused 

to savour the moment of being on top of the world’s highest mountain. | She 

sighed, savouring the memory of his kiss. | He had little time 
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to savour his victory. | Fans are savouring the prospect of a great match.bask 

inglory | publicity | attentionto enjoy the approval or attention that you are getting  

from other people:He smiled for the cameras, basking in the glory of a job well  

done. | He and his men find themselves basking in the kind of publicity they never  

dreamt of. | Robertson basks in the attention such stories bring.wallow 

inmisery | self-pity | the pastto enjoy being sad and feeling sorry for yourself,  

especially in order to make people notice you and pay attention to you:His songs are 

depressing and he seems to enjoy wallowing in misery. | Since his girlfriend left him,  

he’s been wallowing in self-pity. | Some people like to wallow in the past (=they enjoy  

saying how much better things were in the past than they are now).lap sth 

up informalto enjoy something very much and want more:The American public lapped 

up every detail of the stars’ lives. | “Did the audience like the show?” “Yes, they lapped  

it all up.” Lap up is usually used in another meaning: Cats lap up milk (=they drink it  

quickly with a lot of pleasure). These two meanings are very different, but they are  

also related. 2. to have something goodNOUNSenjoy an advantage These children do 

not enjoy the same advantages that we have.enjoy a benefit Other countries want to 
share the benefits that Western countries now enjoy.enjoy good health My aunt 

Eileen is enjoying good health at the age of 84.enjoy support The police service 
still enjoys the support of the public.enjoy success The 
team enjoyed some success.enjoy popularity The 

magazine enjoyed enormous popularity in the early 20th century.enjoy a good 
reputation The hotel enjoys a good reputation.enjoy a good/close relationship The 
two men enjoyed a good relationship.enjoy 

freedom Students enjoy considerable freedom. 

enjoyable /ɪnˈdʒɔɪəbəl/ adjective  giving you 

pleasureADVERBSvery/really/highly/most enjoyable We all had a very 

enjoyable time. | This has been a most 
enjoyable evening.extremely/hugely/immensely enjoyable The film is a hugely 
enjoyable romantic comedy.quite/rather enjoyable Learning new skills can be quite 

enjoyable. FormalityHighly enjoyable, most enjoyable,  

and immensely/enormously enjoyable are more formal  

than very/really/extremely enjoyable. NOUNSan enjoyable experience I wanted 

the holiday to be an enjoyable experience for us.an enjoyable activity Cooking should 

be an enjoyable activity.an enjoyable day/evening/afternoon We had an enjoyable 
day at the beach yesterday.an enjoyable time They all had a really enjoyable time.an 
enjoyable holiday It is the perfect place for a relaxing and enjoyable holiday.an 

enjoyable game It was certainly an enjoyable game to watch.an enjoyable way of 
doing sth Sailing is an extremely enjoyable way of learning teamwork skills.VERBSfind 
sth enjoyable I found the task quite enjoyable.make sth enjoyable How can 

teachers make learning enjoyable?THESAURUS: 
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enjoyableagreeable formalexperience | evening | placepleasant and enjoyable:I  

wished that my visit had been a more agreeable experience. | They had an agreeable  

evening at the theatre. | Cambridge is an agreeable place to  

live.rewardingexperience | job | occupationenjoyable because it gives you a lot of  

satisfaction:Finding your new home can be a rewarding experience. | The teacher likes  

the children and says she finds her job rewarding. | Isn’t being a nurse a rewarding  

occupation?entertainingfilm | book | story | account | programme | eveningenjo

yable because it is interesting, exciting, or funny:It is a highly 

entertaining film. | The book is an entertaining account of his travels in China. | We 

watched an entertaining programme about penguins. | Thank you for a most  

entertaining evening.fun informaltime | dayenjoyable:We all had a fun time. | I had 

a fun day with the kids. | It was fun while it lasted, but I’m back at college 

tomorrow (=used when saying that you enjoyed something, but now it has finished).  

enjoyment /ɪnˈdʒɔɪmənt/ noun  a feeling of 

pleasureADJECTIVESgreat/huge/tremendous enjoyment Three boys had been 

watching my struggles with great enjoyment.maximum enjoyment The trip is 
planned to give maximum enjoyment.obvious enjoyment also evident 
enjoyment formal He was eating a vast breakfast with evident enjoyment.VERBSget 

enjoyment out of/from sth also derive enjoyment from sth formal I get a lot 
of enjoyment out of painting. | The strange thing was that he derived no 
real enjoyment from smoking.find enjoyment in sth I was finding enjoyment in 

discovering London on foot.bring/give enjoyment to sb His music has brought 
enjoyment to millions.add to/increase sb’s enjoyment also enhance sb’s 
enjoyment formal Knowing about the poet’s life can add to our enjoyment of the 

poem.spoil/interfere with sb’s enjoyment The behaviour of a few 
fans spoiled the enjoyment of the other people watching the game. | We hope the brief 
loss of sound did not interfere with the enjoyment of viewers.take away/detract 

from sb’s enjoyment (=make someone enjoy something less) He had a bad headache 
and this rather detracted from his enjoyment of the film.PHRASESfor your own 

(personal) enjoyment She cooks for friends, and for her own enjoyment.a source of 
enjoyment Music can be more than just a source of enjoyment.a sense/feeling of 
enjoyment He still plays the game with a sense of enjoyment. 

enormous /ɪˈnɔːməs $ -ɔːr-/ adjective  THESAURUS > huge 

enough determiner, pronoun  as many or as much as is needed or 

wantedNOUNSenough time/money We had just enough time to catch the 

train.enough food/water There should be enough food for everyone.enough 
space/room He left enough room on the sofa for Anna to sit down.enough 
evidence/information There is enough evidence to suggest that this drug is 

potentially harmful.enough experience/practice She doesn’t have enough 
experience for the job.enough sense/courage Luckily, Marija had enough sense not 
to panic.PREPOSITIONSenough for sb/sth There 

weren’t enough chairs for everyone.PHRASESmore than enough They’ve had more 
than enough time to make all the preparations.nowhere near/not nearly 
enough (=much less than is needed) The money I had was nowhere near enough to 
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buy a car.barely enough (=only with great difficulty) There was barely enough room 

for them to pass each other.just enough The lamp gave just enough light to see what 
we were doing.quite enough (=definitely enough) You’ve spent quite enough money 

already.enough to go round (=enough for everyone) They took pain-relieving drugs 

to the refugees but there weren’t enough to go round. Someone has had  

enoughThis phrase has two meanings. It can mean you don’t want any more: “Do  

you want any more pizza?” “No thanks, I’ve had enough.” It can also mean that you  

are annoyed with someone or something, and you don’t want the situation to  

continue any longer: “I’ve had enough of this job. I need a change.” THESAURUS: 

enoughsufficient formalevidence | time | funds | resources | information | dat

a | detail | reason | interest | number | amountenough for a particular  

purpose:The police did not have sufficient evidence to charge her. | Allow sufficient  

time to get there. | If there is sufficient interest, we might organize another workshop 

next year. | There should be a sufficient number of trained staff. | Three kilos should  

be sufficient for our  

needs.adequate formalsupply | provision | resources | funding | support | prote

ction | explanation | information | training | time | preparationenough in  

quantity or good enough in quality for a particular purpose:We try to make sure the 

refugees have adequate supplies of food. | You need to make adequate provision for  

your retirement (=enough preparation, especially by making sure there is enough 

money). | Your insurance policy should give you adequate protection. | All staff must  

be given adequate training in health and safety. | The heating system was barely 

adequate (=only just adequate). | This printer is perfectly adequate for most  

purposes (=completely  

adequate).ampleopportunity | time | evidence | proof | reason | warning | spac

e | room | parking | scopemore than enough for what is needed:Local residents will  

be given ample opportunity to express their views. | If we leave at 3 o’clock, that  

should allow ample time to get to the airport. | The dining room has ample space for a  

large table. | There’s ample parking at the hotel. | People used to think that 1 GB of  

memory was ample for the average personal computer.plentyan amount that is  

enough or more than enough:Allow yourself plenty of time to get to the airport. | Your  

daughter won’t need much cash at camp ($20-25 will be plenty).  

enter /ˈentə $ -ər/ verb  to go or come into a placeNOUNSenter a room They all 

looked up when she entered the room.enter a building/house etc You have to show 
your ID when you enter the building.PREPOSITIONSenter (sth) by/through 
sth Calderon entered through a back door. | The two big men entered by the main 

south door.THESAURUS: entergo in/into sthto enter a place. Go in/into is the 

usual phrase to use in everyday English:It was getting cold so we went in. | He went  
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into the café and ordered a drink.come in/into sthto enter a place – used when you 

are already in that place:Come in and sit down. | When you come into the village,  

you’ll see the church on your right.get in/into sthto succeed in entering a place,  

especially when it is difficult or it takes a long time:I’d lost my key so I couldn’t get  

in. | You can’t get into the club if you are under 18.break in/into sthto enter a  

building using force, for example in order to steal something:If anyone tries to break  

in, the alarm will go off. | Thieves broke into the house and took all her jewellery.burst  

in/into sthto enter a room or building very suddenly and noisily:Two men with guns  

burst in and told us to lie on the floor. | He burst into my office laughing and screaming 

like a maniac.barge in/into sthto suddenly enter a room where you are not wanted 

because you are interrupting someone or you were not invited:She just barged into my 

room without knocking. | You can’t just go barging in.sneak in/into sthto enter a  

place quietly and secretly hoping that no one will notice you:If you’re late, just try and 

sneak into the back of the class.slip in/into sthto enter a place quietly and 

quickly:Maggie opened the door silently and slipped in. | He slipped into the room and 

sat down.trespass formalto enter an area of land that belongs to someone else  

without permission:The sign said ‘Trespassers will be prosecuted’. | Trespassing on the 

railway is a criminal offence in the UK.THESAURUS: enter→ write (1)  

enterprise /ˈentəpraɪz $ -tər-/ noun formal  1. companies and businesses in 

generalADJECTIVES/NOUNS + enterpriseprivate enterprise (=companies that are not 
owned by the government) The government feels it cannot interfere in private 

enterprise.state/state-owned/public enterprise (=companies owned by the 
government) New Zealand Rail is a state-owned enterprise.local 
enterprise (=businesses in a particular area) The council is helping to support local 

enterprise.enterprise + NOUNSan enterprise zone (=an area created by the 
government to attract businesses) Many firms relocate to enterprise zones because of 
tax advantages.an enterprise economy (=an economic system in which there are 

many private businesses) An enterprise economy can generate wealth and reduce 
unemployment.an enterprise culture (=enthusiasm for creating new businesses) We 

need to create an enterprise culture.2. a company or businessADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ enterprisea large/large-scale enterprise The company has grown into a large-
scale enterprise.a small/small-scale enterprise The tax will affect owners of small-

scale enterprises consisting of up to ten people.a successful enterprise She is the 
owner of an extremely successful enterprise.a commercial/business enterprise If 
you are setting up your own business enterprise, your bank can help.an economic 

enterprise (=one that is intended to make money) It’s an economic enterprise, not a 
charity.an industrial enterprise (=a large business involving factories) The machines 
are sold to a range of industrial enterprises.3. an activity that someone is involved 

inADJECTIVESa dangerous/hazardous enterprise He was probably involved in 
a dangerous enterprise of some kind.a criminal enterprise In these countries, the 
government is secretly involved in large-scale criminal enterprises.an exciting 

enterprise She knew the trip would be an exciting enterprise.VERBSundertake an 
enterprise (=do it) Why did you agree to undertake such a hazardous 
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enterprise?embark on an enterprise (=start doing it) A few months after first 

discussing it, they were embarking on this most exciting of enterprises. 

entertaining /ˌentəˈteɪnɪŋ◂ $ -tər-/ adjective  enjoyableADVERBShighly/very 

entertaining The novel is highly entertaining and I would recommend it to 

anyone.hugely/enormously/wonderfully entertaining (=extremely 
entertaining) This hugely entertaining play was a big hit on Broadway.mildly 
entertaining (=not very entertaining) The film is mildly entertaining in 

parts.VERBSfind sb/sth entertaining The children certainly found him 

entertaining.THESAURUS: entertaining→ enjoyable 

entertainment /ˌentəˈteɪnmənt $ -tər-/ noun  things such as films, television, 

performances etc that are intended to amuse or interest peopleADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ entertainmentlive entertainment (=performed while people watch, not recorded and 

watched later) There are three bars on the ship, all with live entertainment.family 
entertainment (=suitable for children and adults) The holiday village has plenty 
of family entertainment on offer.mass/popular entertainment (=popular with large 

numbers of people) Reality TV has been a very successful form of mass 
entertainment.light entertainment (=shows that are funny and easy to understand 
rather than serious) He believes that children can appreciate more than just light 

entertainment.home entertainment (=provided by machines such as televisions, DVD 
players, and music systems) A TV that connects to the internet will become a standard 
part of home entertainment.a day’s/afternoon’s/evening’s 

entertainment The evening’s entertainment concluded with a firework 
display.VERBSprovide entertainment Dancers and musicians were on hand to provide 
entertainment.put on/lay on entertainment (=organize and provide it) The 

organizers laid on some entertainment for the children.entertainment + NOUNSthe 
entertainment business/industry The union represents people who work in 
the entertainment industry.entertainment value (=how enjoyable something is to 

watch) The films have great entertainment value for kids.an entertainment 
venue (=a place such as a concert hall where there are 
performances) Most entertainment venues have a licence to sell alcohol.an 

entertainment complex (=a group of buildings providing a range of 
entertainment) The hotel is next to a large entertainment complex.PREPOSITIONSfor 
sb’s entertainment formal After dinner, there will a musical 

performance for your entertainment.PHRASESa form of entertainment (=a type of 
entertainment) Video games are a popular modern form of entertainment.a place of 
entertainment formal (=a place where people can go to enjoy entertainment) Clubs 

and other places of entertainment must close by 3 a.m.a source of 
entertainment The only source of entertainment was a piano. 

enthralling /ɪnˈθrɔːlɪŋ $ -ˈθrɒːl-/ adjective  THESAURUS > interesting 

enthusiasm /ɪnˈθjuːziæzəm $ ɪnˈθuː-/ noun  strong feelings of interest in 

something, and a desire to be involved in itADJECTIVESgreat/much/considerable 
enthusiasm There was considerable enthusiasm for the idea of a 

picnic.enormous/tremendous enthusiasm He always plays with tremendous 
enthusiasm.genuine/real enthusiasm She talked about the project with genuine 
enthusiasm.boundless/unbounded/unbridled enthusiasm formal (=very great) I’d 

like to thank the organizers for their boundless enthusiasm.infectious 
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enthusiasm (=spreading from one person to 

another) Her enthusiasm was infectious.little enthusiasm (=not much enthusiasm) In 
the nearby villages, there’s little enthusiasm for the new airport.initial 

enthusiasm (=happening at first, but not lasting) After a few months, their initial 
enthusiasm had started to wane.renewed enthusiasm (=starting again, with 
increased energy or interest) After lunch, she went about the task with renewed 

enthusiasm.youthful enthusiasm (=that is typical of young people) The team has just 
the right mix of youthful enthusiasm and experience.VERBShave enthusiasm He 
never had much enthusiasm for work.show enthusiasm The younger 

children showed little enthusiasm for the game.lose (your) enthusiasm The diet 
started well, but I lost enthusiasm after a while.lack enthusiasm The audience 
seemed to lack enthusiasm.dampen sb’s enthusiasm formal (=stop them feeling 

enthusiastic) The bad weather had dampened our enthusiasm.fire sb’s 
enthusiasm (=make someone feel very enthusiastic) The teacher 
really fired their enthusiasm for history.arouse/generate enthusiasm formal (=make 

people feel enthusiastic) The new system failed to arouse enthusiasm amongst the 
staff.retain enthusiasm (=still have it) We want children to retain this enthusiasm for 
sport in their adult lives.share sb’s enthusiasm I don’t share my 

husband’s enthusiasm for camping.muster/summon enthusiasm (=make yourself 
feel it) He couldn’t muster any enthusiasm for the party.enthusiasm wears 
off/wanes/fades (=becomes less strong) After years of doing the same job, 

your enthusiasm tends to wane.PREPOSITIONSwith/without enthusiasm The 
proposal has been greeted with enthusiasm by both parties.enthusiasm for/about 
sth He has great enthusiasm for all types of sport.enthusiasm among people There 

was not much enthusiasm for the plans among local people.PHRASESfull of 
enthusiasm (=very enthusiastic) He entered politics full of enthusiasm, but that 
gradually disappeared.brimming/bursting/bubbling with enthusiasm (=very 

excited and enthusiastic) Her voice was brimming with enthusiasm when she told us 
her plans.fired (up) with enthusiasm (=very enthusiastic and keen to do 
something) She came back from the course fired up with enthusiasm.a 

wave/burst/surge of enthusiasm (=a sudden feeling of enthusiasm) The new year 
began with a fresh wave of enthusiasm.a lack of enthusiasm My lack of 
enthusiasm for his suggestion upset him. 

enthusiast /ɪnˈθjuːziæst $ ɪnˈθuː-/ noun  THESAURUS > fan 

enthusiastic /ɪnˌθjuːziˈæstɪk◂ $ ɪnˌθuː-/ adjective  feeling or showing a lot of 

interest and excitement about somethingADVERBSvery/highly/extremely 

enthusiastic The children are very enthusiastic about the holiday. | The band played in 
front of a highly enthusiastic crowd. | Her teacher is extremely enthusiastic about her 
work.wildly enthusiastic (=extremely enthusiastic) The audience burst into wildly 

enthusiastic applause.overly enthusiastic (=too enthusiastic) An overly 
enthusiastic child had rung my doorbell five times.not overly enthusiastic (=not very 
enthusiastic) I wasn’t overly enthusiastic about doing the extra work.VERBSbe/feel 

enthusiastic They felt enthusiastic about moving to another country.get/become 
enthusiastic He got very enthusiastic while he was telling the story.seem/appear 
enthusiastic I wanted to go, but Helen seemed less enthusiastic.sound/look 

enthusiastic “I’m sure we can do it,” she said, trying to sound enthusiastic. | Your 
husband doesn’t look too enthusiastic about the idea.NOUNSenthusiastic support His 
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policies won him the enthusiastic support of middle-income voters.an enthusiastic 

supporter He is an enthusiastic supporter of the war.an enthusiastic response The 
proposal has received an enthusiastic response from students.an enthusiastic 

reception/welcome The audience gave him an enthusiastic reception.an 
enthusiastic crowd/audience An enthusiastic crowd cheered the team onto the 
pitch.enthusiastic applause His speech was greeted by enthusiastic applause.an 

enthusiastic amateur (=someone who tries hard but is often not very skilful) There 
are a few professionals in the race, but most are enthusiastic amateurs.an 
enthusiastic review The play received enthusiastic 

reviews.PREPOSITIONSenthusiastic about sth All the staff are enthusiastic about the 

project.THESAURUS: 

enthusiasticeageranticipation | expectation | audience | fans | customers | 

hands | face | smilewanting to do something or know about something very soon:We 

waited in eager anticipation. | Eager fans waited for hours to hear him play. | The 

child’s eager hands tore the wrapping paper off the gift. | The classroom was full  

of eager young faces. | He was eager to hear every detail of her day.keeneager to  

work or learn:She hasn’t much experience but she’s very keen. | John was a keen 

student who worked very hard. In British English, keen can also be used before a  

noun when someone is very enthusiastic about a particular activity and does it a  

lot: Pat is a very keen gardener. I’m a keen golfer and play twice a  

week. avidreader | collector | fan | supporter | golfer | skier | interestused 

when you want to emphasize that someone does something a lot or is very interested  

in something:She was an avid reader all her life. | I’ve become an avid collector of his  

work. | Henry is an avid fan of the sport. | As a schoolboy he had an avid interest in  

birds. Avid is only used before a noun.Avid or keen?In British  

English avid or keen can be used before a noun to describe someone who does  

something a lot or is very interested in it. Avid is more formal than keen: He is  

a keen/avid skier.In American English, keen is not usually used in this sense  

and avid is the usual word to use: He is an avid skier. zealousdoing something in a  

very enthusiastic way, especially supporting something or making sure that people  

obey rules:She was a zealous supporter of the revolution. | The company has been 

extremely zealous in defending its interests. | Officials have been very zealous in the 

application of the new 

regulations.fervent writtensupporter | admirer | proponent | believer | belief | s

upport | prayer | wishbelieving or feeling something very strongly and 

sincerely:Galinsoga was one of Franco’s most fervent supporters. | He was a fervent  

admirer of Margaret Thatcher. | It was her fervent belief that she could achieve 
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anything. Fervent is usually used before a noun. be mad on/about  

sth BrE informalto like something very much and be very interested in it:My sister’s  

mad on horses. | Since you’re so mad about clothes, you can help me choose a  

wedding dress. Mad can also be used in combination with a noun to say that someone  

likes something very much: This gift would be suitable for any football-mad boy. The  

country is run by a power-mad leader.In informal English, if you are very eager to do  

something, you can use the phrase can’t wait to do sth: I can’t wait to see him  

again.If you are pleased and excited because you know something is going to happen  

soon, you can say that you are looking forward to something: I’m looking forward  

to visiting Japan next month.  

entrance /ˈentrəns/ noun  1. a door, gate etc that you go through to enter a 

placeADJECTIVES/NOUNS + entrancethe main entrance She found a parking space 

close to the hospital’s main entrance.a front/back/rear/side entrance Steps lead up 
to the front entrance.a narrow entrance I could see part of the yard through 
the narrow entrance.a wide entrance There was a wide entrance at the front of the 

building.a grand/impressive/imposing entrance She was photographed in front of 
the museum’s imposing entrance.the hotel/hospital/museum etc entrance Our taxi 
pulled up outside the hotel entrance.the tunnel/cave entrance The tunnel entrance is 

halfway up the mountain.the harbour entrance BrE the harbor entrance AmE We 
watched as the ferry approached the harbour entrance.VERBSuse an entrance It’s 

quicker to use the side entrance.come/go/pass etc through an 
entrance People passed in single file through the narrow entrance.block the 
entrance A large stone blocked the entrance to the tomb.entrance + NOUNSthe 

entrance hall (=a room at the entrance to a building) He walked through the front 
door into the entrance hall.the entrance gate/door Soldiers were guarding 
the entrance gate.2. the act of arriving at a place where you are seen by a lot of other 

peopleADJECTIVESa dramatic entrance (=exciting or impressive) The actor makes 
a dramatic entrance at the end of the first scene.a big/grand entrance (=very 
impressive, so that a lot of people notice you) This was his chance to make a grand 

entrance.VERBSmake an entrance (=go into a room in an impressive way that people 
notice) She’s the kind of person who likes to make an entrance.3. the act of going into 
a placeVERBSgain entrance (=go into a place) You need to show your ticket in order 

to gain entrance.entrance + NOUNSan entrance charge/fee The great thing about 
these museums is that there is no entrance fee.an entrance ticket Show 
your entrance ticket to the guard.PREPOSITIONSentrance into a place Entrance 

into this area of the club is strictly for members only.4. the act of becoming a member 
of a university, an organization, or a group of people who do a type of workVERBSgain 
entrance (=succeed in getting a place or becoming a member) Some of you will be 

lucky enough to gain entrance to the country’s top universities.deny sb entrance She 
has been denied entrance into a number of golf clubs.make an entrance (=join a 
profession or group) He made his entrance into medicine at the age of 40.entrance + 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [735] 

NOUNSentrance requirements The entrance requirements for some colleges are quite 

low.an entrance exam also an entrance examination formal Unfortunately, he did 
not pass the entrance examination.NOUNS + entranceuniversity/college 

entrance The school gives advice to pupils on university 
entrance.PREPOSITIONSentrance into sth To gain entrance into the club, you must be 
recommended by a member. 

entry /ˈentri/ noun  1. the act of going into a placeVERBSgain entry (=succeed 

in going into a place) Burglars use various methods to gain entry to houses.force an 
entry (=get into a building by breaking a door, window etc) The church was locked, but 
he managed to force an entry.make your entry (=enter in a way that makes other 

people notice you) She waited until everyone was sitting down before 
she made her entry.ADJECTIVESillegal entry (=when someone enters a building 
illegally) The two men were later arrested and charged with illegal entry.unauthorized 

entry (=when someone enters a place without permission) There was a big sign on the 
door saying ‘No Unauthorized Entry’.forced entry (=when someone gets into a 
building illegally by breaking a door, window etc) There were no signs of a forced entry, 

but several paintings were missing.entry + NOUNSan entry point also a point of 
entry (=a place where people can enter a country) This mountain pass is the 

main entry point into the country for refugees.PREPOSITIONSentry into a place This is 
where the thieves made their entry into the building.2. the right to go into a 
placeVERBSallow (sb) entry also grant (sb) entry formal (=let someone enter a 

place) Citizens of most EU countries are allowed automatic entry into 
Britain.refuse/deny (sb) entry (=stop someone entering) He was refused entry to 
the club because he was wearing trainers.apply for entry The number of 

people applying for entry into the country is increasing every year.restrict/limit 
entry We have to restrict entry to the first 300 people who apply.ADJECTIVESfree 
entry Guests have free entry to the hotel spa and gym.entry + NOUNSan entry 

visa (=a visa which allows you to enter a country) Visitors to the United States must 
first obtain an entry visa.an entry fee Do visitors to the castle pay an entry fee?an 
entry ticket The price of the holiday includes a two-day entry ticket to the Disneyland 

Theme Park.PREPOSITIONSentry to/into a place Entry to the palace gardens is 
included in the price of admission.PHRASESno entry (=written on signs to show that 
you are not allowed to go somewhere) The door had ‘No Entry’ written in large 

letters.right of entry Mexican citizens do not have automatic right of entry into the 
United States.3. when someone becomes a member of a university, an organization etc 
or starts to take part in a system, a particular kind of work etcVERBSgain entry (=be 

allowed to do something or join something) You need good exam results to gain 
entry to the best universities.restrict entry (=stop someone from doing something or 
joining something) Tariffs on trade have the effect of restricting entry into the 

market.NOUNS + entryuniversity/college/school entry Japan has one of the highest 
rates of college entry in the world.entry + NOUNSentry requirements Applicants must 
satisfy the normal entry requirements for the school.entry qualifications What are 

the entry qualifications for the course?an entry form New members have to fill in a 
ten-page entry form.PREPOSITIONSentry into/to sth This is the minimum height 
for entry into the police force.4. a piece of information written in a book, on a list, on a 

website etcVERBSwrite/make an entry She was asked to write an entry on karate for 
a new sports dictionary.post an entry (=on a website) An unhappy 
customer posted an angry entry on the company’s website.read an entry If 
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you read any entry on the American Revolution, it will mention George 

Washington.NOUNS + entryan encyclopedia/dictionary entry The encyclopedia 
entry for him is over two pages long.a diary entry This was the last diary entry she 

made before she died.a blog entry (=on a website) In a recent blog entry, she 
criticized government policy on education.PREPOSITIONSan entry in sth There’s 
no entry in her diary for that date.an entry for sth Look at the entry for ‘Russia’ in the 

encyclopedia. 

envelope /ˈenvələʊp $ -loʊp/ noun  a thin paper cover in which you send a 

letterADJECTIVESa stamped-addressed envelope (=with a stamp and an address 
already on it) A copy of the rules can be obtained by sending a stamped-addressed 

envelope to the above address.a self-addressed envelope (=with your own name 
and address on) Enclose a self-addressed envelope with your application form.a pre-
paid envelope (=marked to show that the cost of sending it has already been 

paid) Return the completed form in the pre-paid envelope provided.a sealed 
envelope (=firmly closed) The contract was delivered by special messenger in a sealed 
envelope.a brown/white etc envelope There was a large brown envelope on his 

desk.a manila envelope (=made from strong brown paper) There’s a pile of manila 
envelopes on the floor by my desk.VERBSopen an 

envelope I opened the envelope and pulled out the document.tear/rip open an 
envelope (=open it quickly and roughly) My fingers trembled as I tore 
open the envelope.seal an envelope (=close it) She sealed the envelope and stuck on 

a stamp.stuff envelopes (=to put letters or documents into many envelopes, for 
example as part of a political campaign) We need volunteers to stuff envelopes and 
deliver leaflets.an envelope contains sth Does the envelope contain any 

money?...the envelope provided Complete the form and return it in the envelope 
provided.an envelope marked... (=used for saying what is written on the front of an 
envelope) He put the note inside an envelope 

marked ‘Confidential’.PREPOSITIONSin/into an envelope I put the card in a 
small envelope. | He was struggling to get the photograph into an envelope.PHRASESon 
the back of an envelope (=used to describe a calculation or plan that is written down 

quickly on any available small piece of paper) She scribbled a few ideas on the back of 
an envelope. 

envious /ˈenviəs/ adjective  wanting something that someone else 

hasVERBSbe/feel envious He felt envious of his friends who had children.get 
envious I get envious when other people talk about their holidays in exotic 
places.look/sound envious “How nice!” she said, trying not to sound envious.make 

sb envious He showed us his new sports car, which made us all 
very envious.NOUNSenvious looks/glances She was aware of the envious looks of 
other women as she began to dance with him.envious friends/colleagues Envious 

colleagues wondered how he had got such a big office.envious eyes The other players 
have been watching him win every game with envious eyes.PREPOSITIONSenvious of 
sb/sth She was very envious of her brother 

environment AC /ɪnˈvaɪrənmənt/ noun  1. the air, water, and land on 

EarthVERBSprotect the environment You can help protect the environment by 
recycling your waste.conserve the environment (=protect it and prevent it from 
changing or being damaged) People need to live in harmony with nature and conserve 

the environment.harm/damage the environment The government insists that the 
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dam will not harm the environment.destroy the environment We need to find ways 

of producing energy without destroying the environment.affect the 
environment Tourism affects the environment in several ways.pollute the 

environment Nuclear waste will pollute the environment for centuries.clean up the 
environment It’s about time that we started cleaning up the environment.Don’t 
say hurt the environment. Say harm the environment or damage the 

environment.PHRASESbe good/bad for the environment Plastic bags are bad for the 
environment.be harmful/damaging to the environment Emissions from cars are 
harmful to the environment. | Some of these chemicals are very damaging to the 

environment.protection of the environment In developing countries, protection of 
the environment is not a primary concern.conservation of the environment There 
are many organizations dedicated to conservation of the environment.damage/harm 

to the environment A lot of chemicals used in industry cause harm to the 
environment.the destruction of the environment How can we prevent the 
destruction of the natural environment?pollution of the environment The waste 

material must be stored safely to avoid pollution of the environment.the 
effect/impact on the environment The building’s design will minimize its impact on 
the environment.ADJECTIVESthe natural environment Current methods of farming 

are damaging the natural environment.the marine environment (=the sea and the 
creatures that live there) Fish farming poses a threat to the marine 

environment.THESAURUS: environmentecosystem technicalall the animals  

and plants that exist in a place, considered as a single system with parts that depend 

on each other:The rapid decline in the number of great sharks is disrupting the 

ecosystem. | The island has a fragile ecosystem.habitatthe natural home of an animal  

or plant:The tree can grow to be 120 feet tall in its natural habitat. | The animals'  

habitat is being destroyed by mankind's activities.the biosphere technicalthe Earth’s  

surface and atmosphere where animals and plants can live:Scientists are monitoring  

changes in the global biosphere.ecologythe scientific study of the way in which the 

animals, plants, and natural features of a place affect and depend on each other:She’s  

studying marine ecology.greenrelating to the environment or to protecting the 

environment:Voters are becoming more concerned about green issues. | The party is  

keen to demonstrate its green credentials (=show that it thinks the environment is  

important).eco-relating to the environment and protecting the environment:eco-

friendly products (=which do not harm the environment) | eco-tourism (=which does  

not harm the environment) | an eco-warrior (=someone who protests to try to save 

the environment)2. the people and things that are around you in your 

lifeADJECTIVES/NOUNS + environmentthe physical environment (=the place where 
you live or work, including buildings, furniture etc) Improvements to the physical 

environment range from removing graffiti to planting trees.the immediate 
environment (=the building in which you live or work, and the area very close to 
it) Most accidents happen to young children within the immediate environment of their 

home.a safe environment The playground provides a safe environment for children.a 
stable environment (=without any big changes) They argued that being married 
helps provide a stable environment for bringing up children.a friendly/pleasant 
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environment The restaurant offers a stylish and friendly environment with first-class 

service.a clean/dirty environment No-one wants to live in a dirty environment.a 
competitive environment (=where everyone is trying to be the best) Our business 

has to operate in an increasingly competitive environment.an unfamiliar 
environment (=one that you do not know very well) I find it difficult to sleep in an 
unfamiliar environment.a working/learning environment Most people prefer a 

quiet working environment.the home/family environment also the domestic 
environment A lot of children suffer because of problems in their home 
environment.the economic/political/business environment The economic 

environment has changed, and many countries are sliding into recession. | Ministers are 
having to make these decisions in a difficult political environment. | In today’s fast-
moving business environment, companies must be flexible.the cultural/social 

environment Changes in the cultural environment affect people’s attitudes and 
values.VERBScreate an environment We want to create an environment where 
children can learn happily.provide an environment The government 

should provide an economic environment which encourages enterprise.improve an 
environment also enhance an environment formal They do not take pride in their 
area, and do nothing to improve their environment.PREPOSITIONSin an 

environment Children should not be growing up in this environment.an environment 
for sth The spa provides a pleasant environment for relaxation.an environment of 
sth Important decisions must be discussed in an environment of understanding.3. the 

natural features of a place, for example its weather, land, and plantsADJECTIVESa 
harsh/hostile environment also an inhospitable environment (=with many 
difficulties and dangers) How can anything can survive in such a hostile 

environment? | The freezing climate makes this one of the most inhospitable 
environments on the planet.a fragile environment (=easily damaged) Many people 
are worried about the impact of tourism on the region’s fragile environment.a 

coastal/desert/mountain etc environment The storm caused significant damage 
to the coastal environment.VERBSadapt to an environment (=change in order to 
become suitable for it) Darwin studied how organisms adapt to their 

environment.PREPOSITIONSin an environment Foxes and rabbits are often found in a 
forest environment. 

environmental AC /ɪnˌvaɪrənˈmentl◂/ adjective  concerning or affecting the air, 

land, or water on EarthNOUNSenvironmental issues Environmental issues, such as air 
pollution, directly affect people’s lives.environmental damage She wrote a famous 
book about the environmental damage caused by the use of chemicals in 

agriculture.environmental pollution Power stations cause a lot of environmental 
pollution.environmental protection Is environmental protection more important than 
economic growth?an environmental group Environmental groups have launched a 

campaign to protect the Antarctic.the environmental movement (=all the groups 
concerned about the environment) There are differences of opinion about nuclear power 
within the environmental movement.environmental problems Acid rain is one of the 

major environmental problems associated with burning coal.the environmental 
impact/effect Pollution from cars is having a serious environmental 
impact. | The environmental effects of building the dam will be felt by generations to 

come.environmental concerns (=worries about the environment) Residents have 
raised some valid environmental concerns about the nuclear plant.environmental 
awareness Schools are crucial in helping to raise environmental awareness. 
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environmentally friendly /ɪnˌvaɪrə / adjective  not harmful 

to the environmentNOUNSenvironmentally friendly products The company claims 
that all its products are environmentally friendly.an environmentally friendly 
car/vehicle/form of transport Battery-powered cars are supposed to 

be environmentally friendly, but where does the electricity come 
from?environmentally friendly methods/practices/technology Farmers are using 
more environmentally friendly farming methods, and there are more birds and 

butterflies in the fields.an environmentally friendly alternative Parents of babies 
should consider using an environmentally friendly alternative to disposable 
nappies.environmentally friendly paper/packaging/washing powder etc All their 

books are printed on environmentally friendly paper.THESAURUS: 

environmentally friendlyeco-friendlyproducts | house | home | car | light  

bulb | technology | lifestyleeco-friendly means the same as environmentally  

friendly. People often use eco-friendly because it is shorter and easier to say:We 

always use eco-friendly cleaning products. | The book offers advice on how to make 

your home more eco-

friendly.greenenergy | technology | products | building | party | movement | ca

mpaigner | politician | Member of Parliament | issues | image | credentialsnot  

harmful to the environment. You also use green about the people and issues that are 

concerned with protecting the environment:The electricity will come from green 

energy sources such as wind farms. | The US leads the world in green 

technology. | Green campaigners are opposed to the building of a new airport. | Green 

issues should be higher on the political agenda. | The company is anxious to maintain  

its green credentials (=its reputation for not harming the 

environment).cleanenergy | fuel | technology | alternativeclean energy and fuels  

do not release any harmful substances into the atmosphere:Hydrogen could be a  

fantastic source of clean energy. | We need cleaner fuels for cars and other road 

vehicles. | Gas is a cheaper and cleaner alternative to  

oil.renewableenergy | power | fuel | source | resource | technologyrenewable  

energy comes from sources that can be easily replaced naturally, so that there is  

always more available:The building is heated using renewable energy from the 

sun. | Wind power is renewable and produces no greenhouse gases during  

operation. | Trees can be a renewable resource if forests are managed 

properly.sustainabledevelopment | growth | agriculture | farming | tourism | s

ource | resource | lifestyleusing the earth’s resources, without causing damage to  

the environment – used especially about farming, ways of living, and development:The 

government wants to encourage sustainable development of the areas around our  

cities. | Sustainable farming is much more cost-effective in the long term. | All our  

timber products come from sustainable sources. | We need to make changes that will  

make our lifestyle more environmentally sustainable.carbon-
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neutralcity | home | company | strategybalancing the amount of carbon gases that  

you put into the earth’s atmosphere with other activities that will effectively reduce the 

amount of carbon gases, for example by planting trees:This is the world’s first carbon-

neutral city. | All new homes will have to be carbon-neutral.low-

carboneconomy | technology | electricityproducing only a small amount of  

carbon:The paper examines ways of developing a low-carbon economy. | The use of  

wind farms and other low-carbon technology could reduce energy bills. | The school  

uses low-carbon electricity.low-energylight bulb | house | building | housingusing  

very little energy:Low-energy lightbulbs have been criticized because they do not  

produce enough light. | Low-energy houses are designed to keep the heat from 

escaping.  

envy /ˈenvi/ noun  the feeling of wanting something that someone else 

hasVERBSbe filled with envy All the other boys were filled with envy when they saw 

his new computer.be consumed with envy formal (=very envious) She 
was consumed with envy when she heard the news.feel envy I sometimes feel 
envy when I see how much money he earns.arouse envy formal (=make someone feel 

envy) His achievements aroused envy among his classmates.PREPOSITIONSwith 
envy Other countries look with envy at our excellent education system.PHRASESgreen 

with envy informal (=very envious) My friends are green with envy.a 
twinge/tinge/touch/stab of envy (=a sudden short feeling of envy) As he talked 
about his happy childhood, I felt a twinge of envy.an object of envy Enzo Ferrari’s 

cars have become objects of envy. 

ephemeral adjective  THESAURUS > short (1), temporary 

episode /ˈepəsəʊd, ˈepɪsəʊd $ -soʊd/ noun  1. one of a series of television or 

radio programmes, in which the same story is continued each weekADJECTIVESthe 
next episode The next episode of the series will be shown on Tuesday.the 
last/previous episode I missed the last episode.the final episode You don’t find out 

who the killer is until the final episode.last week’s episode/next week’s 
episode Did you see last week’s episode?an exciting/thrilling episode Don’t miss 
next week’s thrilling episode.a classic episode The DVD contains classic episodes of 

the show.VERBSwatch/see an episode She always watches every episode of the 
programme.show/broadcast an episode The first episode was shown last Monday.an 
episode is repeated Today’s episode will be repeated on Wednesday.2. an occasion 

when something happens, especially something bad or unusualADJECTIVESthe latest 
episode The case is the latest episode in a series of disputes between the two 
countries.the whole/entire episode The whole episode was clearly an 

embarrassment to her father.a dramatic episode The fire was one of the 
most dramatic episodes of her childhood.a sad/unfortunate/tragic episode The war 
was a tragic episode in the country’s history.a sorry/shameful episode (=used when 

you wish an event had not happened) The whole sorry episode has damaged the prime 
minister’s reputation. | The scandal was a shameful episode in the history of British 
politics.a violent/bloody episode (=in which many people are hurt or killed) In one 

particularly bloody episode, the terrorists left a bomb on a crowded train.a 
strange/bizarre/extraordinary episode This strange episode was witnessed by a 

local police officer.PREPOSITIONSan episode in sb’s life/sth’s history It was 
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an episode in his life which he would rather not think about. Episode is also used in  

medical English when talking about an occasion when someone is affected by a  

serious illness, which they have for a long time: an episode of depression The patient  

suffered from recurrent episodes of intestinal obstruction (=the patient’s stomach was  

often blocked).  

equal /ˈiːkwəl/ adjective  1. the same in size, number, amount, value etc as 

something elseNOUNSan equal number/amount Both candidates received an equal 

number of votes.an equal chance Everyone has an equal chance of winning the 
lottery.ADVERBSabout/almost equal The two objects are about equal in height and 
weight.roughly/approximately equal also more or less equal (=about equal) The 

number of buyers and sellers must be roughly equal before trading begins.exactly 
equal The food is shared out in exactly equal portions.PHRASESbe equal to sth The 
rent was equal to half his monthly income.of equal size/length/value etc Draw two 

lines of equal length. | He is remembered for his novels, but his scientific work is of 
equal importance.equal in size/length/value etc The population of each 
town is roughly equal in size. | In higher education, women are equal in numbers to 

men. | Your pension will be equal in value to two thirds of your final year 
salary.2. having or involving the same rights, opportunities etc as everyone else, 
whatever your race, religion, or sexNOUNSequal rights In many countries, women do 

not have equal rights with men.equal opportunities The government must make sure 
that all children have equal opportunities in education.equal pay The workers’ 
demands include equal pay for equal work.equal access (=the same right to do or 

receive something) The law states that disabled people must have equal access to 
employment.equal treatment Everyone should get equal treatment under the 
law.equal status Meetings are held at a round table, emphasising the equal status of 

everyone present.an equal partner She never felt she was an equal partner in their 
marriage.VERBSbe considered equal Different classes of people were not considered 
equal in public life.be born equal It is a myth that all men are born equal.be created 

equal They believe that everyone is created equal by 
God.ADVERBSgenuinely/truly/really equal For women to be genuinely equal, they 
must receive equal pay.reasonably/fairly equal I was able to discuss problems with 

her on reasonably equal terms.PHRASESon equal terms/on an equal footing (=in 
conditions that are the same for everyone) If one player has better equipment, they are 
not competing on equal terms. | Women in the police force need to be on an equal 

footing with men 

equality /ɪˈkwɒləti, ɪˈkwɒlɪti $ ɪˈkwɑː-/ noun  a situation in which people have the 

same rights, advantages etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS + equalitycomplete/full/absolute 

equality Women have not yet achieved full equality with men.racial/race 
equality The minister is a well-known campaigner for racial equality.sexual/gender 
equality How can we have sexual equality if women cannot choose whether to have 

children?social/political/economic equality African Americans fought for social and 
economic equality with whites.genuine/real equality There is still no genuine 
equality for people with disabilities.workplace/employment equality We are proud 

of our record on workplace equality.VERBSachieve equality He praised previous 
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generations who struggled to achieve racial equality.demand equality (=ask for it 

firmly because it is your right) Disabled people are demanding equality under the 
law.fight for equality Women fought for equality throughout the twentieth 

century.promote equality (=help it to happen) The organization’s aim is to promote 
equality for people of all religions.equality + NOUNSequality laws/legislation It is a 
country where there are no equality laws.equality policy She is the government 

minister responsible for equality policy.equality issues The organization has made 
progress on equality issues.PREPOSITIONSequality for sb We want equality for all 
groups in society.equality between/among people Can there ever be true equality 

between men and women? | The aim is to achieve equality among men and women 
employed in top positions.equality with sb They are asking for equality with people of 
other faiths.PHRASESthe struggle/fight for equality The film is about the people who 

led the struggle for equality in the United States.the campaign for equality She is 
one of the leaders of the campaign for equality for gay women.demands for 
equality There have been demands for greater equality in the world of 

politics.equality of opportunity The government must ensure equality of 
opportunity for all children. 

equation AC /ɪˈkweɪʒən/ noun  1. a statement in mathematics that shows that 

two amounts or totals are equalADJECTIVESa mathematical equation Look at the set 
of mathematical equations printed below.a quadratic equation (=one that involves an 
unknown quantity that is multiplied by itself) You don’t study quadratic equations until 

your third year.an algebraic equation (=in which quantities are represented by 
letters) The problem can be written in the form of an algebraic equation.simultaneous 
equations (=a set of equations in which more than one quantity is unknown) Since 

these are simultaneous equations, there will be at least two solutions.VERBSsolve an 
equation For homework, solve the equations on page 56.work out an equation I 
spent over an hour trying to work out the equation.satisfy an 

equation technical (=make it correct) What is the set of numbers that 
would satisfy this equation?PHRASESa side of an equation (=the letters and numbers 
on one side of an equals sign) Add up what you’ve got on the right-hand side 

of the equation. | Find the square root of both sides of the equation.2. the set of 
different facts, ideas, or people that all affect a situation and must be considered 
togetherADJECTIVESa complex equation New factors are beginning to affect this 

already complex equation.VERBSsth enters the equation also sth comes into the 
equation (=it is part of a situation and has an effect) Consumer confidence also enters 
the equation.bring sth into the equation (=introduce a new idea for people to 

consider) It all becomes more complicated once you bring money into the 
equation.PHRASESa part of the equation The tourist industry is a crucial part of the 
country’s overall economic equation.a side of an equation We need to discuss the 

financial side of the equation. 

equipment AC /ɪˈkwɪpmənt/ noun  the tools, machines etc that you need to do 

a particular job or activityADJECTIVES/NOUNS + equipmentspecial equipment You 

don’t need any special equipment, just a pair of running shoes.the right/proper 
equipment We need the right equipment to do the job properly.modern/up-to-date 
equipment The factory has some of the most up-to-date 

equipment available.essential/necessary/vital equipment A compass is essential 
equipment when hiking.heavy equipment The truck has to be able to carry tanks and 
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other heavy equipment.standard equipment (=that comes with a car or other 

product, and does not cost extra) Standard equipment on this model includes airbags, 
climate control, and cruise control.camping/skiing/climbing etc equipment Can 

you help me load the camping equipment into the car?sports/gym equipment The 
shop sells a wide range of sports equipment.electrical/electronic/computer 
equipment The thieves stole thousands of pounds of computer equipment.medical 

equipment The ambulance carries life-saving medical equipment.office 
equipment The company supplies office equipment such as photocopiers and 
printers.military equipment The sale of military equipment to the country is 

banned.safety/protective equipment Employers must provide safety equipment and 
make sure it is used.VERBSuse equipment I will now demonstrate how 
to use the equipment safely.provide/supply equipment Our firm won the contract 

to supply drilling equipment to the mine.install equipment (=put it in a place so that 
it is ready to use) We are installing new computer equipment in place of the old 
machines.need/require equipment For scuba diving, 

you’ll need specialized equipment.test equipment All the equipment has 
been tested by our engineers.PREPOSITIONSequipment for sth Equipment for golf can 
be very expensive.PHRASESa piece of equipment also an item of 

equipment formal When you buy an expensive piece of equipment, you need to insure 

it.THESAURUS: equipmentgear informalequipment and clothes for an activity  

that you do in your spare time:We loaded all our gear into the boat, and set off to go 

fishing. | I’ve decided to sell my climbing gear. | I took all my camping gear. | I don't  

have my running gear with me. | His hobby is photography and he has all the 

gear.kitthings for a particular purpose or activity, especially ones kept together in their  

own container:You’ll find a hammer in my tool kit. | Do you have a first aid kit? | You 

can buy a special kit for repairing bicycle tyres.apparatustools and machines used for  

scientific, medical, and technical purposes:Astronauts have to wear special breathing  

apparatus. | This experiment can be performed using the apparatus shown in the 

diagram.stuff informalequipment that you use to do something:The builders have left  

all their stuff round the back of the house. | Where’s the decorating  

stuff?things informal especially BrEthe equipment or clothes that you need for a  

particular activity:She went into the shed where her father kept his gardening  

things. | They got all the Christmas things out of the loft. | I forgot my sports  

things.paraphernalia writtena lot of small things that are used for a particular  

purpose:All the paraphernalia for making tea and coffee stood on the bedside 

table. | The police found drug paraphernalia all over the house.  

equitable /ˈekwətəbəl/ adjective  THESAURUS > fair 

equivalent AC noun  something that has the same value, purpose, meaning etc 

as something elseADJECTIVES/NOUNS + equivalenta direct/exact equivalent The 
word has no direct equivalent in English.the nearest/closest equivalent In those 

days, the grocer’s shop was the closest equivalent to a supermarket.the 
modern/modern-day equivalent (of sth) Boxers are the modern-day equivalent 
of Roman gladiators.an English/American/French etc equivalent Savings and loan 
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associations are the American equivalent of building societies in Britain.the 

musical/literary etc equivalent of sth It is a loud and overpowering song, 
the musical equivalent of cheap perfume.a cash equivalent The prize is a holiday 

worth £1,000, or a cash equivalent.VERBShave an equivalent This 
institution has no equivalent in any other European country.PREPOSITIONSthe 
equivalent of sth He had drunk the equivalent of half a bottle of whisky.an 

equivalent to sth The disease is the human equivalent to the cattle disease known as 
BSE.an equivalent in sth This concept has no equivalent in British law. 

era /ˈɪərə $ ˈɪrə/ noun  a period of time in historyADJECTIVES/NOUNS + erathe 

modern/present era Kennedy was probably the greatest president of the modern 

era. | People feel much less secure in the present era of international terrorism.a new 
era They hope the talks will be the start of a new era in relations between the two 
countries.a bygone era (=a time in the past, usually when something was good) The 

hotel belongs to a bygone era and has a beautiful marble staircase.a golden era (=a 
time when something is at its most successful) The album features songs from 
the golden era of rock ‘n’ roll.the Obama/Thatcher etc era (=when a particular 

political leader was in power) The end of the Bush era was defined by the war in 
Iraq.the colonial/apartheid/communist era (=with a particular type of rule or 

government) Many of the older buildings in Indian cities were built during the colonial 
era.the Victorian/Edwardian/Elizabethan era (=used about different periods in 
British history) The museum holds a collection of romantic paintings from the Victorian 

era.VERBSenter an era/move into an era We have entered an era of instant global 
communication.usher in an era formal (=to be the start of a new era) His 
death ushered in an era of political instability.herald/mark/signal an 

era formal (=show that it is beginning) Her election heralded an era of social 
change.define/characterize an era (=represent its main qualities or features) The 
Cold War era was defined by a lack of trust.recreate/recapture an era (=allow 

people to experience it again) This marvellous ship recreates the era of luxury ocean 
travel.evoke/recall an era (=make people remember it) The black and white pictures 
of the hotel recall a bygone era.an era begins/ends The era of cheap oil 

has ended. | A new era began for Northern Ireland with the signing of the peace 
agreement.PREPOSITIONSin an era We live in an era of rapid technological change.an 
era of sth People in the region are hoping for a new era of peace.PHRASESthe 

end/passing of an era The closure of the last coal mine marked the end of an era in 
Wales.the dawn/beginning of a new era The fall of the Berlin Wall heralded 
the dawn of a new era in Europe. 

erect /ɪˈrekt/ verb  THESAURUS > build1 

erosion AC /ɪˈrəʊʒən $ ɪˈroʊ-/ noun  1. the process by which rock or soil is 

gradually destroyed by wind, rain, or the seaADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ erosionserious/severe erosion Some areas of the coast have suffered severe 

erosion.significant erosion (=quite severe) This system of cultivation leads 
to significant erosion of the subsoil.soil erosion Soil erosion is worse in areas where 
trees have been cut down.marine/coastal erosion (=on land that is close to the 

sea) Some of these homes are at risk from coastal erosion.water/wind 
erosion (=caused by water or wind) Trees help to reduce the effect of wind 
erosion.VERBScause erosion Acid rain has caused serious erosion in the area.lead to 

erosion Poor farming practices have led to erosion of the soil.contribute to 
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erosion (=be one of the causes of it) High levels of rainfall can contribute to 

erosion.suffer (from) erosion Many areas of farmland 
have suffered severe erosion.reduce erosion They introduced new measures designed 

to stop flooding and reduce erosion.prevent erosion Planting this grass along 
coastlines helps to prevent erosion.erosion happens/occurs The worst erosion 
occurs where soil is exposed to drought.erosion + NOUNSerosion damage Volunteers 

are building stone walls to prevent further erosion damage.an erosion problem This 
stretch of coast does not have a significant erosion problem.erosion control These 
areas would benefit from better erosion control.PREPOSITIONSerosion of sth If sea 

levels continue to rise, there will be more erosion of coastlines.erosion in a 
place Erosion in deserts is caused mainly by wind.PHRASESthe rate of 
erosion also the erosion rate The maps show that the average rate 

of coastal erosion is about four metres per year.2. the process by which something is 
gradually reduced or destroyedADJECTIVESgradual/steady erosion There has been 
a steady erosion of the courts’ powers over the last ten years.serious/significant 

erosion The demonstrators were protesting about the serious erosion of individual 
freedoms.VERBSsee/witness an erosion of sth We have seen a gradual erosion of 
these rights over the last 40 years.lead to/result in an erosion of sth The 

government’s policies have led to a serious erosion of freedom of speech. | More and 
more of these buildings are being constructed, resulting in further erosion of the town’s 
character.PREPOSITIONSerosion of sth We are seeing a gradual erosion of our civil 

liberties.erosion in sth There has been considerable erosion in support for the 
government. 

error AC /ˈerə $ ˈerər/ noun  a mistakeADJECTIVESa common error Writing 

‘recieve’ instead of ‘receive’ is a common error.a serious/grave error The hospital 
admitted they had made a serious error. | He has committed a grave error.a 
small/minor error The letter contained some minor spelling errors.a glaring 

error (=very bad and very noticeable) There is a glaring error on page 15.a 
spelling/grammatical/typing error The article was full of spelling errors.a factual 
error (=which includes a fact that is wrong) The article contains many factual errors.a 

fatal error (=extremely serious, so that you are certain to fail) It was a fatal error, 
which ended his political career.an unfortunate error An unfortunate error resulted in 
confidential information being released to the press.a clerical/administrative 

error (=relating to office work) The application forms were sent to the wrong 
addresses due to a clerical error.a tactical error (=a mistake in someone’s planning 
which could cause them to fail) The decision to wait before attacking was a tactical 

error.a random error (=one that is not like others or part of a pattern) This may seem 
like a random error, but in fact it is repeated once in every 5,000 samples.NOUNS 

+ errorcomputer error It is unlikely that the accident was caused by computer 

error.human/driver/pilot error (=errors made by people, drivers etc) Automatic 
checks reduce the danger of human error. | Investigators believe the crash was caused 
by pilot error.VERBSmake an error The bank made an error, and added $10,000 to her 

account instead of $100.commit an error formal (=make an error, especially one that 
has very serious effects) He knew he had committed a serious error of 
judgment.contain an error/have an error in it If the data contains errors, the 

results will be wrong.find/spot/notice an error His teacher spotted several errors in 
his work.correct an error also rectify an error formal We will rectify the error as 
soon as possible.realize your error By the time she realized her error, it was too 
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late.point out an error (=tell someone there is one) Why didn’t you point out the 

error at the time?avoid errors How can we avoid similar errors in the 
future?compound an error formal (=make it worse) He refused to listen to our 

advice, which compounded the error.PREPOSITIONSan error in sth There must be an 
error in our calculations.PHRASESan error of judgment The decision to lie on the 
application form was an error of judgment.a margin of error (=an amount by which 

something may be different from the correct amount, without causing problems) We 
have to allow for a small margin of error in the calculations.be in error (=have made a 
mistake) The doctor admitted he was in error.do sth in error (=do something by 

mistake) The wrong man was arrested in error.learn from your past errors formal If 
we do not learn from our past errors, we will probably repeat them. 

escalator /ˈeskəleɪtə $ -ər/ noun  a set of moving stairs that take people to 

different levels in a buildingVERBStake the escalator They took the escalator to the 

second floor.use the escalator It is quicker to use the escalator.ride (up/down) the 
escalator AmE They rode the escalator down to the first level of the mall.get on/off 
the escalator also step on/off the escalator She fell over when she was stepping off 

the escalator.an escalator takes/brings/carries sb to sth The escalator 
takes you to the menswear department.ADJECTIVESthe up escalator/the down 

escalator We couldn’t find the down escalator, so we took the stairs.a moving 
escalator You should always be careful when getting on or off a moving escalator.a 
stationary escalator (=an escalator that is not moving) She walked up the stationary 

escalator.PHRASESat the top of an escalator Turn right at the top of the escalator.at 
the bottom/foot of an escalator She was standing at the foot of the escalator.the 
escalator is out of order (=it is not working) The escalator was out of order, so we 

had to use the stairs instead. 

escape1 /ɪˈskeɪp/ verb  1. to leave a place when someone is trying to catch you 

or stop you, or when there is a dangerous or unpleasant situationVERBStry/attempt to 
escape Some prisoners tried to escape, but they were quickly recaptured and taken 

back to the prison.manage to escape (=succeed in escaping) I managed to 
escape when the guards weren’t looking.PREPOSITIONSescape from 
somewhere Three men have escaped from prison.escape to 

somewhere They escaped to South America.escape by doing sth I escaped 
by jumping out of a window.PHRASESescape with your life/escape alive (=escape 

and not be killed) When the tunnel collapsed, the men were lucky to escape 
with their lives. | The crew of the sinking vessel were lucky to escape alive.escape sb’s 
clutches especially literary (=not be caught be someone) She managed 

to escape the clutches of the secret police.THESAURUS: escapeget awayto  

escape from someone who is chasing you, especially when there is no chance that you 

will be caught. Get away is more informal than escape:The robbers got away but left  

plenty of clues at the scene. | Don’t let him get away!break free/break awayto  

escape from someone who is holding you:She broke free and started  

running.flee writtento leave somewhere very quickly in order to escape from 

danger:Many people were forced to flee the country. | The two men fled before police  

arrived.get outto escape from a building or room:I was locked in the room and 

couldn’t get out.break outto escape from prison:The jail is so secure that no one has  
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ever broken out of it.abscond formalto escape from a prison or institution where you 

are supposed to stay:Three prisoners who absconded have still not been 

found. | He absconded from a psychiatric hospital.2. to avoid having something bad 

happen to youNOUNSescape injury (=not be hurt) Both drivers were lucky 
to escape serious injury.escape punishment (=not be punished) The people 
responsible for this crime will not escape punishment.escape justice (=not be caught 

and punished) These terrorists must not be allowed to escape justice.escape 
capture (=not be captured) We are not sure how the men continue to escape 
capture in an area flooded with police officers.escape detection (=not be 

noticed) Some insects manage to escape detection by merging with the 
background.escape sb’s attention (=not be noticed, contacted, or talked to by 
someone) His criminal activities had so far escaped the attention of the police.escape 

the ravages of sth (=not be spoiled by the effects of something) Her face, still 
beautiful, had escaped the ravages of old age.ADVERBSnarrowly/barely 
escape (=only just avoid having something bad happen to you) The 

firefighters narrowly escaped being killed by the explosion.miraculously escape (=be 
very lucky to escape) The bomb fell just a few yards away but our house miraculously 
escaped damage.largely escape (=only be slightly affected by something bad) The 

area has largely escaped the violence that plagues the rest of the city.escape 
unharmed/unhurt also escape unscathed formal (=not be harmed or hurt in an 
accident or attack) Two bodyguards were killed, but the president escaped 

unharmed.escape scot-free (=not be punished) Victims are angry when they see 
criminals escape scot-free. 

escape2 /ɪˈskeɪp/ noun  1. the act of getting away from a place, or away from a 

dangerous or bad situationVERBSmake your escape I had to make my escape before 
the guards returned.plan an escape We planned our escape carefully and waited for 
just the right moment.prevent an escape also foil an escape formal (=stop an 

escape) He grabbed her by the wrist, preventing any chance of escape.block sb’s 
escape I rushed towards the door but two large men blocked my escape.make good 
your escape literary (=to succeed in escaping) Dillinger handcuffed the deputy to the 

desk and made good his escape.facilitate sb’s escape formal (=make it possible) He 
gave them money in order to facilitate their escape.ADJECTIVESa daring escape Two 
prisoners made a daring escape in a helicopter.a quick escape I saw him walking 

towards me so I decided to make a quick escape.escape + NOUNSan escape 
attempt/bid She made several unsuccessful escape attempts before finally getting 
away.an escape plan You should have an escape plan in the event of a fire.an escape 

route All their escape routes had been blocked.PREPOSITIONSan escape from 
sth There have been no escapes from the prison in its history.an escape to sth They 
made their escape to freedom.PHRASESa means of escape (=a way of escaping) She 

searched in vain for a means of escape.a chance/hope/possibility of escape The 
river represented our only hope of escape.there is no easy escape (from sth) (=it is 
difficult for you to get out of a bad situation) They have a life of poverty and 

unemployment from which there is no easy escape.2. a situation in which you avoid 
something bad happening to youADJECTIVESa lucky escape The report tells of the 
family’s lucky escape when a tree crashed onto their car.a miraculous escape (=when 

you are extremely lucky to escape or avoid harm) Ellie had a miraculous escape after a 
firework exploded in her hand.a narrow escape (=when you only just avoid danger or 
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difficulties) The team had a narrow escape from disaster last season.a remarkable 

escape The city was heavily bombed but the cathedral had a remarkable escape.3. a 
way of forgetting about a bad or boring situation for a short timePHRASESa means of 

escape (=a way of forgetting about a bad situation) Drugs and alcohol are their 
only means of escape.ADJECTIVESa convenient escape For most of us, television is 
a convenient escape from our worries.a perfect escape The peaceful island offers 

the perfect escape for busy westerners.PREPOSITIONSan escape from sth She 
wonders if there can be any real escape from her grief. 

especially /ɪˈspeʃəli/ adverb  used to emphasize that something is more 

important or happens more with one particular thing than with others: I never liked 

long walks, especially in winter. I like all his songs, especially his early ones. Art books 
are expensive to produce, especially if they contain colour 

illustrations.THESAURUS: especiallyparticularlyparticularly means the same as  

especially, but is a little more formal:This disease mostly affects women, particularly  

older women. | Paris is always full of tourists, particularly in the summer. | The surface  

is very slippery, particularly when it has been raining.specially spokenespecially:I like  

parks, specially when they’ve got lakes. | You have to be careful what you say,  

specially if there are children listening.in particularespecially – used before or after a  

noun. Often used in the phrases anyone/anything/anywhere in  

particular and someone/something/somewhere in particular:Mary loves most  

classical music, in particular Bach and Vivaldi. | Kids in particular will love this  

show. | Is there anything in particular you would like to eat? | Was there someone in  

particular you were hoping to meet?notably formalused for saying someone or  

something is an important example of what you are talking about:The use of illegal  

drugs – notably marijuana – has increased in recent years. | A number of respected  

philosophers, most notably Leibniz, criticized Newton’s theories.above allused for  

emphasizing that something is more important than all the other things you have 

mentioned:Get plenty of sleep, eat lots of good food, and above all try to relax.most 

of allmore than anything or anyone else:Swimming and soccer are fun, but I like  

dancing most of all. | Out of everybody at school she was the person who helped me 

most of all.  

essay /ˈeseɪ/ noun  a short piece of writing about a subjectADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ essayan English/history/politics etc essay Have you done your economics essay 

yet?a 10,000-word/20-page etc essay Students have to write a 3,000-word essay 
on a subject of their choice.a critical essay (=that judges how good a book, writer etc 
is) The book contains critical essays by Kael, Graham Greene and others.an academic 

essay Mature students often need practice writing academic essays.a literary 
essay In a literary essay, you should explore the meaning and construction of the 
text.VERBSwrite/do an essay I’m writing an essay about Alexander Fleming.give 

in/hand in an essay also submit an essay formal Make sure that you hand in your 
essay on time.mark an essay BrE grade an essay AmE I still have a pile of essays to 
mark this evening.read an essay Did you read her essay on ‘The Waste Land’?an 

essay discusses/examines/explores sth This essay discusses the causes of the 
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Spanish Civil War.sb argues sth in an essay In his essay, he argues that true equality 

is impossible.an essay is entitled sth She wrote an essay entitled ‘The Theory of 
Democracy’.essay + NOUNSan essay question We practised essay questions from 

previous exam papers.an essay title You will find a list of essay titles on the 
noticeboard.an essay topic Students will be given six essay topics, from which they 
must choose two.PREPOSITIONSan essay on/about sth We had to write an essay 

on the causes of the Russian Revolution. | What is your essay about?in an essay She 
mentions this research in her essay.PHRASESa collection of essays She published a 

collection of essays on philosophy.THESAURUS: essaypaperan essay written by a  

someone who has studied a subject as part of their research. Paper is also used about  

an essay that you have to write for a class at school, especially in American  

English:The professor has published over forty scientific papers on diseases of tropical  

crops. | At the beginning of the school year we had to write a paper about our  

interests.dissertationa long essay written as part of a university degree:In the third  

year of their course, students have to write a 10,000-word dissertation on a topic that  

has been approved by their tutor.thesisa very long essay that is part of an advanced 

university degree such as a master’s degree or a doctorate:He wrote his doctoral  

thesis on the literature of the English romantic movement.  

essential /ɪˈsenʃəl/ adjective  very important and 

basicADVERBSabsolutely/really essential Regular checks at the dentist 
are absolutely essential if you want healthy teeth.almost/practically essential A 

hosepipe is almost essential for filling a large pool.NOUNSan essential 
part/feature Practical study forms an essential part of the course.an essential 
ingredient/element/component (=a part that is essential for something to 

succeed) Most people believe that love is an essential ingredient in a marriage. | Hard 
work is the essential element of his success.the essential difference The essential 
difference between the two boats lies in the design of the hull.the essential point I 

think they have missed the essential point.an essential requirement Knowledge of 
the financial markets was an essential requirement of her job.an essential tool A 

camera is an essential tool for all kinds of work.an essential item Mothers are given 
money so they can buy clothes and other essential items for their babies.essential 
information You can get essential travel information from the website.essential 

reading (=something you must read) The journal is essential reading for 
doctors.essential services (=organizations such as the police or the fire or health 
service) The law prohibits workers in essential services from striking.VERBSbe 

seen/regarded as essential These measures are seen as essential for national 
security.be considered essential Air conditioning is considered essential in some 
parts of the world.PREPOSITIONSessential for sb/sth Change is essential for the 

survival of the company.PHRASESplay/perform an essential role in 
sth Antibiotics play an essential role in controlling infection.by no means 
essential (=certainly not essential) The equipment is useful but by no means 

essential.THESAURUS: essential→ basic (1)→ important (1)  

establish AC /ɪˈstæblɪʃ/ verb [T]  THESAURUS > start1 (3) 
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established AC /ɪˈstæblɪʃt/ adjective  already in use or existing for a long 

period of time GrammarEstablished is usually used before a noun with this  

meaning. ADVERBSwell established (=existing for a long time and respected or 

trusted by people) As an author, McCarthy is well established.long established The 

right to remain silent is a long-established principle of British justice. You write well-

established and long-established with a hyphen when you use them before a  

noun. NOUNSan established business He wanted to buy an established business, 

rather than start his own.an established institution The new prime minister criticized 
many established government institutions.an established brand/product The 
company plans to make major changes to its established products.an established 

reputation This firm has an established reputation for quality.an established 
tradition The custom of sending Christmas cards was an established tradition by 
1900.established practice (=a particular way of doing something that is accepted as 

the best way) Not allowing patients to eat before surgery is established practice.an 
established part/feature of sth The tomato has become an established part of the 
British diet.an established writer/artist/composer etc (=one that is already 

successful) The exhibition includes work by art students as well as by more established 
artists.the established order (=the people and organizations that have power) The 
revolutionaries posed a serious threat to the established order. 

establishment AC /ɪˈstæblɪʃmənt/ noun  1. the group of people in a society or 

profession who have a lot of power and influence, and are often opposed to any kind of 

change GrammarIn this meaning, you always say the establishment. You usually  

use it when you disapprove of the people who control what happens in a  

society. PHRASESa member of the establishment Most male members of the 

establishment resisted equal rights for women.a pillar of the establishment (=an 
important and respected member) Though a rebel in his youth, he became a pillar of 
the establishment.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + establishmentthe political 

establishment (=the political rulers) His resignation stunned the political 
establishment.the military establishment The committee includes many people who 
are close to the military establishment.the medical establishment Health service 

reforms were introduced despite protests from the medical establishment.the 
scientific establishment Professor Walker’s views are not shared by the scientific 

establishment.the legal establishment Some members of the legal 
establishment were opposed to war crimes trials.the literary/art/music 
establishment Graffiti artists are becoming accepted by the art establishment.the 

religious establishment His teachings were unacceptable to the religious 
establishment of the time.the educational establishment The proposals sent shock 
waves throughout the educational establishment.the British/American/Spanish etc 

establishment (=the people who have power in a particular country) The affair caused 
acute embarrassment to the British establishment.2. formal an organization or 
institutionADJECTIVES/NOUNS + establishmentan educational establishment It is a 
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large educational establishment with over 2,000 pupils.a training establishment Look 

for a qualified therapist who attended a reputable training establishment.a drinking 
establishment (=a pub or bar) The bar was the kind of drinking establishment that 

Harry hated.a modest establishment (=a small business, shop etc) Mineo’s Pizza 
House is a modest but busy establishment just off the High Street 

estimate AC /ˈestəmət, ˈestɪmət/ noun  a calculation of the probable cost, size, 

or amount of somethingADJECTIVESa rough/approximate estimate (=not exact) Can 

you give me a rough estimate of how long this is going to take?an accurate/reliable 
estimate (=fairly exact) It’s hard to put an accurate estimate on the number of people 
who have been affected by the disaster.a conservative estimate (=deliberately 

low) By conservative estimates, 2.5 million people die each year from smoking 
cigarettes.an official estimate (=accepted by people in authority) According 
to official army estimates, more than 500 rebels had been killed.current/recent 

estimates (=ones that are accepted now) According to current estimates, the country 
can expect 200,000 visitors in the next three years.the latest estimates (=most 
recent) The latest estimates are that sea levels could rise by about 20 cm by 

2050.earlier/previous estimates These amounts are much higher than those given 
in previous estimates.the original estimate (=the one given at the beginning of a 

process) The final cost of the project was nearly three times the original estimate.a 
revised estimate (=changed from the previous one) If the time starts to exceed this 
estimate, we will let you know and give you a revised estimate.VERBSmake an 

estimate If you don’t know the exact figure, make a rough estimate.give (sb) an 
estimate also provide (sb with) an estimate formal (=tell them approximately how 
much something will cost) The builder’s going to give us an estimate for the work.put 

an estimate on sth (=say the amount that you think something is) It is impossible 
to put an estimate on the value of the jewellery.exceed an estimate (=be more than 
it) The final price cannot exceed the estimate.base an estimate on sth (=use 

something as information to give an estimate) The government based its estimate 
on data from the 2008 census.an estimate puts sth at sth Independent estimates 
put the number of refugees at 50,000.estimates range/vary from sth to 

sth Estimates of the number of homeless people in the city range 
from 6,000 to 10,000.PREPOSITIONSan estimate of sth We need an estimate of the 
number of people who will come.an estimate for sth How much was their estimate 

for the work?according to an estimate According to some estimates, an acre of 
rainforest is cleared every minute. 

etc /et ˈsetərə/ adverb  used in writing after a list to show that there are many 

other similar things or people that you could have added: The shop sells cards, 
calendars, wrapping paper etc. They asked me about my past experience, qualifications 

etc. The letter says pay at once, they’ve reminded us before etc, etc. Etc or et  

cetera?The full form of etc is et cetera, but this is rarely used in written English.  

Don’t use etc in essays or formal writing.Etc. or etc.?In American English, etc. is  

usually written with a full stop. In modern British English, etc is often written without  

a full stop. THESAURUS: etcsuch asused before one or more nouns to say that  



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [752] 

there are many other examples of the same kind. It is better to use such as rather  

than etc in essays and formal writing:It is best to avoid drinks such as tea, coffee or  

alcohol. | a distressing event such as the break-up of a marriageto name (but) a  

fewused after examples of something when saying that there are many more you 

could have mentioned:Our daily activities include tennis, swimming, darts, snooker, to  

name but a few.and so on spokenused in spoken English when you want to say that  

there are other examples of things of the same kind. Don’t use and so on in essays or  

formal writing – it sounds too vague:You can do things to look after yourself in the way 

of diet, exercise, not smoking, and so on.and many othersand many other people or  

things:The book includes poems by Christina Rossetti, William Blake, and many 

others. | The college offers courses in maths, physics, computer science, and many 

others.  

eternal /ɪˈtɜːnəl $ -ɜːr-/ adjective  THESAURUS > permanent 

ethics AC /ˈeθɪks/ noun  moral rules or principles of 

behaviourADJECTIVES/NOUNS + ethicsprofessional ethics He said professional 
ethics did not allow him to give me the information.business ethics Business 

ethics may vary from one country to another.medical ethics Not giving a patient full 
information about their treatment is against medical ethics.journalistic/media 
ethics It is a violation of journalistic ethics to let your own opinions influence a news 

report.PHRASESa code of ethics (=a set of ethics, usually an official one) Members are 
required to abide by the code of ethics.a system of ethics This philosopher offered a 
new system of ethics.a breach/violation of ethics (=doing something that is not 

morally acceptable) He was accused of a breach of 

journalistic ethics. GrammarEthics is used with a plural verb in this meaning, but a  

singular verb when it refers to a subject of study: Ethics are important in  

business. Ethics is offered as a degree course with Politics and Philosophy.  

ethnic AC /ˈeθnɪk/ adjective  relating to a particular race or group of people with 

the same culture and traditionsNOUNSan ethnic group People from India form the 
city’s largest ethnic group.an ethnic minority (=a small ethnic group living within a 

much larger group) There should be no discrimination against those from ethnic 
minorities.ethnic origin/background The students are from a variety of ethnic 
backgrounds.an ethnic identity (=the feeling of belonging to an ethnic group) These 

small tribal communities share a common ethnic identity.ethnic diversity (=the fact of 
including people from many different ethnic groups) Chicago prides itself on its ethnic 
diversity.an ethnic mix (=a mixture of people from different ethnic groups) The school 

has a wonderful ethnic mix.the ethnic composition/make-up of sth (=how many 
members of different ethnic groups something contains) The ethnic composition of the 
population has changed.ethnic violence/conflict (=fighting between different ethnic 

groups) There have been outbreaks of ethnic violence.ethnic tension It is feared that 
the growing ethnic tension could lead to civil war.ethnic divisions (=disagreements 
between members of different ethnic groups) There are deep ethnic divisions in the 

country.ethnic cleansing (=the action of forcing people to leave an area or country 
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because of their ethnic group) The first time we heard about ethnic cleansing was in 

Yugoslavia.an ethnic Russian/Albanian etc (=someone whose family is Russian etc, 
but who is living in another country) There are about 1.4 million ethnic Hungarians in 

Romania.PHRASESalong ethnic lines (=according to the ethnic groups that people 
belong to) They are planning to divide the country along ethnic lines. 

evade /ɪˈveɪd/ verb  THESAURUS > avoid (2) 

evaluate verb  to judge how good, useful, or successful something 

isADVERBScarefully evaluate sth The research data is carefully evaluated.critically 
evaluate sth There is a constant need to critically evaluate and improve the systems 

we use for our work.properly evaluate sth There was a failure to properly evaluate 
the evidence available at the time.fully/thoroughly evaluate sth The project’s effect 
on criminal behaviour has not yet been thoroughly evaluated.continually/constantly 

evaluate sth The relationship between doctors and other health workers needs to be 
continually evaluated.PHRASESbe difficult/hard to evaluate It is difficult to evaluate 
the effectiveness of the drug based on a small number of patients. 

evaluation noun  the process of making a judgment about what something is 

like or how good it isVERBSmake/carry out/do an evaluation also conduct an 

evaluation formal The doctors are carrying out an evaluation of the patient’s 
condition.undergo an evaluation formal Every new product has to undergo a 
safety evaluation before it is allowed to be sold.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + evaluationa 

full/comprehensive evaluation A decision will be taken after a full evaluation of all 
the possible options.a critical evaluation The students were asked to write a critical 
evaluation of the poem.a proper evaluation Nobody has yet provided a proper 

evaluation of the risks involved.a performance evaluation Each employee has to 
undergo an annual performance evaluation.a psychiatric evaluation (=an evaluation 
of someone’s mental health) She was ordered by a judge to undergo psychiatric 

evaluation.PREPOSITIONSfor evaluation Some samples were sent to the laboratory for 
evaluation.under evaluation (=being examined and judged) The new drug is 
currently under evaluation to make sure that it is safe.PHRASESsb’s evaluation of the 

situation His evaluation of the situation is much the same as mine. 

even adjective  THESAURUS > flat1 

evening /ˈiːvnɪŋ/ noun  the early part of the night between the end of the day 

and the time you go to bedADJECTIVES/NOUNS + eveninggood evening (=used when 
meeting someone in the evening) Good evening, officer.this/that evening I’ll phone 

you this evening. | I couldn’t go, as I had a date that evening.tomorrow/yesterday 
evening Would you like to come over tomorrow evening? | The robbery took 
place yesterday evening around nine o’clock.Monday/Friday etc evening By Sunday 

evening, all the snow had gone.early/late evening By the time we arrived, it was late 
evening. | We met for a drink in the early evening.all evening/the whole 
evening They watched television all evening.a fine/warm/cool etc evening It was 

a fine evening, so we decide to eat outside.a spring/summer etc evening On 
a summer evening, the streets are full of people.a lovely/wonderful/pleasant 
evening I thanked them for a lovely evening.a romantic evening Tonight the couple 

are having a romantic evening to celebrate their anniversary.evening + NOUNSan 
evening meal I was just preparing the evening meal when the phone rang.the 
evening paper/news There was a report about the fire on the evening 

news. | Someone had left a copy of the evening paper beside him.evening 
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dress (=formal clothes that people wear to social events in the evening) The men all 

wore evening dress.the evening rush hour (=when people are travelling home from 
work) The accident happened during the evening rush hour.VERBSspend an 

evening He spent many evenings alone in his room.have a nice/wonderful etc 
evening Have a nice evening. See you tomorrow.PREPOSITIONSin the evening We 
met up again later in the evening.during the evening During the evening, fighting 

broke out near the palace.for the evening Her parents had gone out for the 
evening.on Monday/Friday etc evening They were due to leave on Sunday 
evening.on the evening of July 4th/May 12th etc formal On the evening of January 

27th his car was involved in an accident.Don’t say On the evening we went to a 
party. Say In the evening we went to a party. 

event /ɪˈvent/ noun  1. something that happens, especially something important, 

interesting, or unusualADJECTIVESan important event It’s natural to be nervous 

before such an important event.a big/major/significant event (=important) Getting 
married is a major event in anyone’s life.a political/historical event The French 
Revolution was the result of a complex series of historical events.a 

historic/momentous event (=very important and having a big effect) The signing of 
the peace treaty was a historic event. | Everyone remembers the momentous events of 

9/11.a dramatic event (=very exciting) The dramatic events were broadcast live all 
over the world.a terrible/tragic event The court heard evidence of the tragic 
events that led to his death.current events (=happening now) The website has news 

of current events in the US.recent events/the latest events Recent events in the 
country have caused great concern. | We will be bringing you news of all the latest 
events.the day’s/week’s etc events We sat down to discuss the day’s events.a 

traumatic event (=very upsetting) He was forced to relive the traumatic events of his 
kidnap.a rare/unusual event A sighting of a white deer is a rare event.an unlikely 
event Should this unlikely event take place, they want to be prepared.a 

common/everyday event The death of a child was a common event in those 
days.VERBSan event happens/takes place also an event occurs formal When 
traumatic events happen, we need our families around us.events unfold (=happen, 

usually in an exciting or unexpected way) I watched the dramatic events unfold from 
my window.events lead (up) to sth (=cause it) His assassination was one of the 
events that led to the First World War.celebrate/commemorate/mark an 

event (=do something to show that you remember it) Fans observed a minute’s silence 
to commemorate the tragic event.witness an event (=see it happen) Luckily, a film 
crew was there to witness the event.record an event (=write down or photograph 

what happened) Two photographers recorded the events.PHRASESa series/sequence 
of events (=related events that happen one after the other) The book describes the 
sequence of events leading up to the war.a chain of events (=a series of events 

where each one causes the next) He set in motion a chain of events that he couldn’t 
control.the course of events (=the way in which a series of events happens) Nothing 
you could have done would have changed the course of events.the events 

surrounding sth (=the events that are closely related to it) The events 

surrounding her death remain a mystery.THESAURUS: 

eventoccurrence /əˈkʌrəns $ əˈkʌrəns/ formalsomething that happens – used 

especially when saying how often something happens:Divorce is a common 
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occurrence these days. | Storms like this one are fortunately a rare  

occurrence. | Accidents are almost a daily occurrence on this road.incidentsomething  

that happens, especially something that is unusual or unpleasant, or something that is  

one of several events:He died after a violent incident outside a nightclub. | This latest  

incident could put an end to his career. | It was an unfortunate incident, which will not  

happen again.occasionan important social event or celebration:She only wore the 

dress for special occasions. | It was his 100th birthday, and friends and family  

gathered to mark the occasion.affairsomething that happens, especially something  

shocking in political or public life which involves several people and events:The affair  

has caused people to lose confidence in their government.phenomenon /fɪˈnɒmənən,  

fɪˈnɒmɪnən $ fɪˈnɑːmənɑːn, fɪˈnɑːmɪnɑːn, -nən/something that happens or exists in  

society, science, or nature, especially something that is studied because it is difficult to  

understand:natural phenomena such as earthquakes and floods | Homelessness is not  

a new phenomenon.2. a performance, sports competition, party etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ eventa social event (=at which people meet and spend time together for pleasure) I 

don’t go to many social events since my husband’s death. | The end-of-year party was 
an important social event.a sporting event Many of the weekend’s sporting 

events were cancelled due to bad weather.a cultural event You can buy a monthly 
guide to the cultural events in London.a musical event The building is used for theatre 
productions and musical events.a charity/fund-raising event (=to raise money for 

poor, sick etc people) Forthcoming fund-raising events include a sponsored five-mile 
walk.a media event (=getting a lot of attention in newspapers, on television etc) The 
Oscars is an important media event.a family event We produce photographs for family 

events such as weddings and christenings.VERBSgo to an event also attend an 
event formal Unfortunately, the prime minister will not be able to attend the 
event.arrange/organize an event They arrange social events every Friday 

night.hold/stage an event (=organize a public event) The charity plans 
to stage several fund-raising events this year.support an event (=by paying to go to 
it) I’d like to thank everyone who came tonight for supporting the event.boycott an 

event (=refuse to go to it as a protest) The games went ahead despite threats 
to boycott the event.sponsor an event (=give money to an event, especially in 
exchange for the right to advertise) The idea is to get companies 

to sponsor sporting events.publicize an event (=let people know about it using 
advertisements, interviews etc) The event wasn’t very well publicized.an event takes 
place Various social events take place during the year. 

everlasting /ˌevəˈlɑːstɪŋ◂ $ ˌevərˈlæ-/ adjective  THESAURUS > permanent 

everywhere /ˈevriweə $ -wer/ also everyplace AmE spoken adverb  in or to 

every place: The south should remain dry, but everywhere else will have heavy 
rain. I’ve been looking everywhere for my keys. Poverty affects children 

everywhere.THESAURUS: 

everywhereeveryplace AmE spokeneverywhere:There you are. I’ve been looking  

for you everyplace.all overeverywhere on a surface or in a place:Jack’s clothes were 
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all over the floor. | Teams from all over the world will be taking part. | Fry the potatoes  

until they are brown all over.worldwideeverywhere in the world:The Olympic Games 

are watched by people worldwide. | The show has a worldwide audience of 50 million  

viewers.nationwidein all parts of a particular country:a nationwide study of  

adolescents | The company has over 200 stores nationwide.throughoutin every part  

of an area or place:The house is carpeted throughout. | He travelled throughout  

Scotland.  

evidence AC /ˈevədəns, ˈevɪdəns/ noun  facts or signs that show something is 

trueADJECTIVESgood/clear/strong/firm evidence There is clear evidence that 
smoking causes heart disease.convincing/compelling evidence (=making you feel 

sure that something is true) The data provides compelling evidence that the climate is 
changing.conclusive/incontrovertible/irrefutable evidence (=showing that 
something is definitely true and cannot be proved false) We need irrefutable 

evidence before making an arrest. | The government claims it has conclusive 
evidence of the country’s nuclear weapons programme.overwhelming evidence (=so 
much that you are sure something is true) The evidence against him was 

overwhelming.hard evidence (=facts that show something is true, rather than ideas 
and things that people say) They have no hard evidence to support their 

claim.reliable/credible evidence (=that can be trusted or believed) Do you think 
their evidence is reliable?flimsy evidence (=not good enough to make you believe 
something) Their conclusions are drawn from some very flimsy evidence.vital 

evidence (=very important) Vital evidence was ignored.fresh evidence (=new 
evidence) The police have found fresh evidence which proves Tom was at the scene of 
the crime.medical/scientific evidence The eating guidelines are based on the latest 

scientific evidence.damning evidence (=proving that someone has done something 
wrong) Her testimony proved to be the most damning evidence against 
him.incriminating evidence (=making someone seem guilty of a crime) The robbers 

were careful not to leave any incriminating evidence behind.circumstantial 
evidence (=that makes something seem likely, but does not prove it) His barrister 
claims the case against him is based on circumstantial evidence.anecdotal 

evidence (=based on what people believe, rather than on facts) Anecdotal 
evidence suggests that gang-related violence is on the increase.conflicting 
evidence (=suggesting that different things are true) With so much conflicting 

evidence, it’s almost impossible to make a decision.empirical evidence (=based on 
scientific testing or practical experience) Where is the empirical evidence to back up 
these claims?admissible evidence (=acceptable in a court of law) Her lawyer advised 

that the tape would not be admissible evidence in court.VERBS + evidencelook 
for/search for evidence The investigation will look for evidence of financial 
mismanagement.gather/collect evidence Police experts are still collecting 

evidence at the scene of the crime.find/obtain evidence The authorities failed to 
obtain enough evidence to convict him.consider/examine/study the 
evidence Having considered all the evidence, the court found him not guilty.see 

evidence If he was unhappy, we saw little evidence of it.have evidence Do you have 
any evidence that this treatment works?hide/destroy evidence The killer may have 
tried to burn the bodies in an attempt to hide the evidence.plant 

evidence (=deliberately put it somewhere to make someone look guilty) He claims the 
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evidence was planted there by the police.produce evidence (=for a court case) The 

police needed time to produce further evidence.give evidence (=tell a court about 
what you have seen or know to be true) Ms White has agreed to give evidence at their 

trial.evidence + VERBSevidence shows sth Evidence shows that most accidents are 
the result of human error.evidence confirms/proves/supports sth All the evidence 
supports this theory. | There was a lack of planning, as the evidence 

confirms.evidence points to/suggests sth Police say evidence suggests there was a 
third man involved.evidence emerges (=becomes known) New evidence 
emerged which could clear him of the murder.evidence 

mounts/grows (=increases) Evidence is growing that the disease may be 
genetic.PREPOSITIONSevidence of sth At present we have no evidence of life on other 
planets.evidence for sth There is no evidence for these claims.evidence from 

sth Evidence from official statistics supports her view.evidence about/on sth He has 
vital evidence about what happened that night. | the scientific evidence on climate 
changeevidence against sb Do the police have any evidence against him?PHRASESa 

piece of evidence They found an important piece of evidence.not a scrap/shred of 
evidence (=none at all) There is not one scrap of evidence against our client.evidence 
comes to light There could be a re-trial if new evidence comes to light.be used in 

evidence (=be used as evidence) The photographs may be used in evidence against 
him. 

evil1 /ˈiːvəl/ adjective  deliberately doing things that are bad or cruelNOUNSan 

evil man/woman/person These evil men want to destroy our society.an evil 
dictator/tyrant He was an evil dictator, responsible for the deaths of millions.an evil 
genius/mastermind Who was the evil genius behind this terrible plan?an evil 

spirit The charm is believed to keep away evil spirits.evil forces He warned that evil 
forces were at work.an evil deed One day he will be punished for his evil deeds.an 
evil plan Although he beat her, she refused to help him with his evil plan.evil 

intentions He was unaware of her evil intentions.ADVERBStotally/utterly/truly 
evil These crimes are carried out by people who are truly evil or 
sick.inherently/intrinsically evil (=naturally and always evil) I don’t believe that 

these killers are inherently evil.THESAURUS: evil→ bad (4)  

evil2 /ˈiːvəl/ noun  1. something that is very bad or harmfulADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ evila great evil He saw fascism as the greatest evil of his times.a lesser 

evil also the lesser of two evils (=a bad thing, but not as bad as something else) She 
had chosen what she thought was the lesser evil.a necessary evil (=something that is 
bad but necessary) Most businesses see government regulation as a necessary evil.a 

social evil They battle against social evils such as poverty and drug abuse.a moral 
evil Mental or physical torture is a moral evil, and it can never be 
justified.PREPOSITIONSthe evils of sth He knew all about the evils of war.2. cruel or 

morally bad behaviour in generalADJECTIVESpure evil In the film, the killer is a symbol 
of pure evil.VERBSfight/combat evil They swore to fight evil in all its 
forms.PHRASESgood and evil You have to teach your kids about right and wrong, good 

and evil.the forces of evil literary (=the people or things that increase the amount of 
evil in the world) The superhero fights the forces of evil that are threatening 

mankind.sth is the root of all evil (=something is the main cause of bad things) Love 
of money is the root of all evil. 
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evolution AC /ˌiːvəˈluːʃən, ˌevə- $ ˌevə-/ noun  the gradual development of 

something – used about animals and plants, and also about ideas, systems, countries 
etcADJECTIVESgradual/slow evolution The book traces the gradual evolution of the 
modern state.continuous evolution Computer technology is in a process 

of continuous evolution.cultural/social/political etc evolution Prime Minister Nehru 
played a significant role in the political evolution of India. | Neither cultural or 
social evolution is any guarantee that we are moving towards a better world.human 

evolution Our ancestors reached a key stage in human evolution when they began to 
stand upright.biological evolution Every living creature has been formed by the slow 
process of biological evolution.Darwinian evolution (=as described by Charles 

Darwin) He suggests that human language is the product of Darwinian 
evolution.VERBSevolution takes place also evolution occurs formal We can see 
signs of evolution taking place in the world around us.trace sth’s evolution (=find 

how it developed) The show traced the evolution of black American music from gospel 
through soul to hip-hop.PREPOSITIONSsth’s evolution from sth to/into sth These 
photographs show Tucson’s evolution from small frontier town to thriving modern 

city.PHRASESthe theory of evolution Many Christians find it impossible to accept 
Darwin’s theory of evolution.a stage in the evolution of sth The crucial stage in the 

evolution of writing occurred when pictures were replaced by symbols representing 
sounds. 

evolve /ɪˈvɒlv $ ɪˈvɑːlv/ verb  THESAURUS > change1 (1) 

exact /ɪɡˈzækt/ adjective  completely correct or the same, in every 

detailNOUNSthe exact amount/number/figure I don’t know the exact amount, but it 
cost a lot.the exact size You need a piece of paper about 10 cm x 25 cm – the exact 
size doesn’t matter.the exact date/time etc He plans to retire soon, but the exact 

date is not fixed.the exact position/location/spot etc Satellite pictures showed the 
enemy’s exact location.the exact cause An investigation will be held to determine 
the exact cause of death.the exact details (=details that are correct in every 

way) Nobody knows the exact details of what happened.sb’s exact words (=the words 
someone actually said) I can’t remember his exact words, but he basically refused.the 
exact wording (=the words that were used in a letter, speech etc, with nothing 

changed) What was the exact wording of the message?an exact 
copy/replica (=something which has been made, that is exactly like another 
thing) The boat is an exact replica of an ancient Greek ship.an exact equivalent There 

is no exact equivalent in English for the phrase.an exact match (=something that is 
exactly the same as something else) The two DNA samples were an exact match.the 
exact same thing/way etc informal (=exactly the same thing, way etc) If you’d been 

there, you’d have done the exact same thing.THESAURUS: exactpreciseprecise  

information is based on clear and exact figures or measurements, especially when it is  

important that no mistakes are made:It’s difficult to be precise about the number of  

deaths caused by smoking. | We need to know your precise location. | I'm afraid  

these measurements aren't very precise.accuratecompletely correct because all the 

details are true:The witness was able to give an accurate description of what she had 

seen. | The government tries to  

provide accurate financial forecasts.ANTONYMS → rough (2) 
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exactly /ɪɡˈzæktli/ adverb  used when emphasizing that something is no more 

and no less than a number or amount, or is completely correct in every detail: It’s 
exactly half past five. The figures may not be exactly right, but they’re close enough. I 
can’t remember exactly what she said. Police are still trying to find out exactly how the 

accident happened. Where exactly did you stay in Portugal?THESAURUS: 

exactlypreciselyexactly – used when it is important to be sure that something is  

completely correct in every detail:We need to know precisely how much this is going to  

cost. | Can you tell us precisely where he is? | What precisely do you mean by 

‘relativity’?just especially spokenexactly – used especially when saying that things are 

exactly right, exactly the same, or exactly in a particular position:He and his brother  

are just the same. | The frame is just the right size for the picture. | The hotel is just  

next to the station. | A new handbag! That’s just what I wanted.rightexactly in a  

particular position or direction:The ball hit me right in the eye! | I got a mosquito  

bite right on the end of my nose. | There’s the house, right in front of you. | He sat  

down right beside her.directlyexactly in a particular position or direction Directly is  

more formal than right:Amy was sitting directly opposite me. | The hotel is directly in  

front of the station.on the dot informalat exactly a particular time, and no earlier or  

later than that time:She always leaves the office at 5.30 p.m. on the 

dot.bang BrE informalexactly – used especially in the following very informal  

expressions:The train was bang on time. | The shot was bang on target. | Cockatoo 

Island is right bang in the middle of Sydney harbour.  

exaggerate /ɪɡˈzædʒəreɪt/ verb  to say that something is greater, worse etc 

than it really isNOUNSexaggerate the importance/significance of sth I think people 

sometimes exaggerate the importance of his work.exaggerate the impact/effect of 
sth It is important not to exaggerate the impact of this legislation.exaggerate the 
danger/threat/risk Newspapers were accused of exaggerating the danger of the 

virus.exaggerate the size of sth I’m sure the government is exaggerating the size of 
the problem.exaggerate the extent of sth The extent of the damage has 
been exaggerated.ADVERBSgreatly exaggerated He claimed that the risks had 

been greatly exaggerated.wildly exaggerated (=by a very large amount, in a way 
that is not at all realistic) Wildly exaggerated reports about the singer's private life 
began appearing in the press.highly exaggerated Their claims were highly 

exaggerated.grossly exaggerated (=by a very large amount, in a way that is 
wrong) The damage the animals did to crops was grossly exaggerated.slightly 
exaggerate sth I may have slightly exaggerated my ability as a cook.deliberately 

exaggerate sth Did government officials deliberately exaggerate the threat to national 
security?PHRASESit is difficult/hard/impossible to exaggerate sth (=used to 
emphasise that something is very big, important etc) It is difficult to exaggerate the 

strength of people’s feelings on this matter.it is easy to exaggerate sth It is easy to 

exaggerate the threat of terrorism.THESAURUS: exaggerateblow sth (up) out  

of all proportionto say a situation or event is a lot worse or much more serious than  

it really is:The problem has been blown up out of all proportion by the media.make 
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too much of sthto treat something that has happened as though it were more 

important or serious than it really is – used especially when saying that you should not  

do this:She loved the fact that he’d sent her flowers, but she didn’t want to make too 

much of it in case it meant nothing. | It’s probably nothing – children often get these 

strange ideas. You shouldn’t make too much of  

themoveremphasize also overemphasise BrEimportance | role | danger | riskto  

say that a part of something is more important and has a bigger effect than is really  

true, especially in relation to other things:The importance of cleanliness in the 

preparation of food cannot be overemphasized. | Historians have tended to  

overemphasize the role of the monarchy in British  

history.overstatecase | importance |to describe something in a way that makes it  

sound more important or serious than it really is:Sometimes she overstates her  

case. | It is impossible to overstate the importance of his contribution to the 

subject. | The importance of advertising can hardly be overstated.overplayissueto  

make something seem more important than it is, in the way that you talk about it or  

treat it:The press has greatly overplayed this issue.glorifywar | violenceto make 

someone or something seem much better, less harmful etc than they really are – used 

when you think it is wrong to do this:No one wants to glorify war. | His films glorify  

violence.talk sth 

up informalchance | prospect | threat | experience | importanceto talk about  

something in a way that makes it appear more important, interesting, or successful  

than it really is, especially to get someone’s support or interest:Senior figures on both  

sides talked up the chances of an agreement. | The government tried to talk up the 

threat posed by these countries, in order to justify an increase in military  

spending. | At the interview, he talked up his experience of working in sales. | The 

party has been talking up the importance of the ‘creative industries’.overratedif you 

think someone or something is overrated, you think they are not nearly as good as  

people claim:I think her books are overrated. | As a player he’s  

overrated.idealized also idealised BrEpicture | image | viewan idealized image,  

view, picture etc of someone or something shows them as being much better than they  

really are:His books give an idealized picture of English rural life. | She was rather  

surprised at her friend’s idealized view of marriage.  

exaggeration /ɪɡˌzædʒəˈreɪʃən/ noun  a statement or way of saying something 

that makes something seem better, larger etc than it really isADJECTIVESa great/huge 
exaggeration Some people say the painting is worth over $1 million – this is a great 
exaggeration. | It would be a huge exaggeration to say that his tennis career is over 

just because he lost one match.a gross exaggeration formal (=very great and 
untrue) His comments were a gross exaggeration.a wild exaggeration The claim that 
100,000 people attended the concert was a wild exaggeration.a slight 

exaggeration also a bit of an exaggeration informal It’s a slight exaggeration, but 
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it’s not far from the truth.PHRASESwithout exaggeration I can say without 

exaggeration that he is one of the finest writers of his generation.a degree/an 
element of exaggeration (=some exaggeration) There may be a degree of 

exaggeration in her story, but basically it is true.it is no exaggeration to say 
that... (=it is definitely true, even though it may seem surprising) It is no exaggeration 
to say that this is the best film so far this year.sb is prone to exaggeration (=they 

often exaggerate) My aunt was prone to exaggeration and I did not always trust what 
she said. 

exam /ɪɡˈzæm/ noun  a test of knowledge, usually taken in a school, college, or 

universityADJECTIVES/NOUNS + exama chemistry/French/music etc exam She 

scored 80% in her history exam.a written exam There is a written exam at the end of 
the course.an oral exam (=in which you answer questions by speaking) I have my 
French oral exams next week.a final exam (=at the end of a course) The students 

take their final exams in June.an entrance exam (=in order to enter a school or 
university) Her son failed the entrance exam to a national university.high school 
exams Greg got good grades in all of his high school exams.a mock exam BrE (=as 

practice for a real exam) He did well in the mock exams.a practical exam (=in which 
you have to make or do things) There’s a practical exam as well as a written one.a 

multiple-choice exam (=in which there are several answers to choose from) There 
are various strategies for doing multiple-choice exams.an end of year/end-of-term 
exam BrE I knew I had to do well in the end of year exams.a professional exam (=to 

qualify in a profession, for example to be an accountant) Once you’ve passed your 
professional exams, you can start to build up your experience.the bar exam (=in order 
to become a lawyer) He is studying for the bar exam.board exams AmE (=in order to 

become a nurse or doctor) He failed his board exams in psychiatry.VERBStake/do an 
exam also sit an exam BrE We have to take exams at the end of each year. | I 
hate doing exams!Don’t say make an exam.pass an exam (=succeed in it) You need 

50% or more to pass the exam.fail an exam also flunk an exam AmE informal If 
you fail the exam, you can retake it.do well/badly in an exam BrE do well/badly 
on an exam AmE Maria always did well in her exams at school.study for an 

exam also revise for an exam BrE She has to study for her exams.sail though an 
exam (=pass it easily) Don’t worry – I’m sure you’ll sail through all your exams.scrape 
through an exam (=only just pass it) He managed to scrape through the exam and 

stay on the course.cheat in an exam BrE cheat on an exam AmE She was 
caught cheating in the exam.retake an exam also resit an exam BrE (=take it again 
because you did not do well the first time) If you don’t do well, you’ll have to resit the 

exam in January.set an exam BrE (=write the questions for it) Set the students an 
exam and see how well they do.mark an exam BrE grade an exam AmE (=see how 
well someone has done) Which teacher will be marking the exam?exam + NOUNSan 

exam paper I’ve still got dozens of exam papers to mark.an exam question Read the 
exam questions carefully before writing your answers.exam results The school 
achieves consistently good exam results.exam marks BrE exam score AmE Her exam 

marks have improved since last year.exam revision BrE I have to do my exam 
revision this weekend.exam practice Schools say they have to spend too much time 
doing exam practice.an exam essay/script (=that someone has written during an 

exam) I’ve brought in some old exam scripts for us to look at.exam technique (=good 
ways to succeed in exams) Mr Frasier gave us some useful tips on exam 
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technique.PREPOSITIONSin an exam BrE on an exam AmE In his chemistry exam, he 

got 68%. 

examination /ɪɡˌzæməˈneɪʃən, ɪɡˌzæmɪˈneɪʃən/ noun  1. a test of knowledge, 

usually taken in a school or college Examination is a formal word. In everyday  

English, people usually say exam. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + examinationa 

chemistry/French/music etc examination Most of the students passed the science 

examination.a written examination Assessment is by coursework and written 
examinations.an oral examination (=in which you answer questions by speaking) For 
French, there is an oral and a written examination.a final examination (=at the end 

of a course) My final examinations are in June.an entrance examination (=to enter a 
school or university) He failed the college entrance examination twice.high school/A 
level/GCSE etc examinations (=taken at a particular level) The school usually gets 

good results in GCSE examinations.a mock examination (=a practice examination to 
prepare for the real one) We have our mock examinations in March, and the real ones 
in June.VERBStake an examination also sit an examination BrE Do you have to take 

an examination in every subject?pass an examination (=succeed in it) I really hope 
that Suzie passes the examination.fail an examination Michael had never yet failed 
an examination.study for an examination also revise for an examination BrE I 

have been studying all week for the examination.do well/badly in an 
examination BrE do well/badly on an examination AmE He did well in his 

examinations, and went on to study at MIT.cheat in an examination BrE cheat on 
an examination AmE Any student caught cheating in an examination will be 
suspended.set an examination BrE (=write the questions for it) The people who set 

the examinations are usually former teachers.mark an examination BrE grade an 
examination AmE (=decide what score someone has achieved) We’re still waiting for 
the examinations to be marked.examination + NOUNSexamination 

results The examination results will be announced in September.an examination 
paper There will be a choice of questions on the examination paper.an examination 
question Read the examination questions carefully before starting to 

write.examination revision Students need somewhere quiet to do examination 
revision.an examination script (=everything that someone writes in an 
examination) She had 200 examination scripts to mark.examination 

marks BrE examination grade AmE On average, girls achieved higher examination 
marks than boys.an examination pass To apply, you need at least two A 
level examination passes.PREPOSITIONSin an examination BrE on an 

examination AmE In this examination, students may use a calculator.2. the process of 
looking at something carefully in order to see what it is likeADJECTIVESa careful 
examination After a careful examination of the evidence, we find the defendant 

guilty.a detailed examination Investigators have carried out a detailed 
examination of the scene.a close/thorough examination (=very careful and 
detailed) A close examination of the figures raised some questions. | There needs to be 

a thorough examination of these claims.a brief examination (=quick, and not very 
detailed) In chapter one, there is a brief examination of the economic situation at the 
time.a cursory examination (=very quick and not careful or detailed) Even a cursory 

examination of the documents would reveal some serious problems.a superficial 
examination (=looking only at things that are obvious and easy to see) The police 
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carried out a fairly superficial examination of the room.a preliminary/initial 

examination (=done before something is examined more closely) An initial 
examination of the car showed no mechanical fault.further examination (=a more 

detailed or careful examination) The results of the experiment merit further 
examination.forensic examination (=the scientific methods used for finding out about 
a crime) The clothing was sent to the lab for forensic examination.VERBScarry out an 

examination also conduct an examination formal (=examine something) The police 
are carrying out an examination of the crime scene.an examination shows 
sth also an examination reveals sth formal Closer examination reveals the difference 

between the two insects.PREPOSITIONSan examination of sth An examination of the 
figures shows that sales have been falling.under examination The way the matter 
was handled is under examination by investigators.PHRASESon closer 

examination On closer examination, I could see a slight crack in the vase.3. a set of 
medical testsADJECTIVESa medical examination We need to do a further medical 
examination.a physical examination All patients are given a complete physical 

examination.a routine examination (=one that is done regularly) I made an 
appointment at the dentist’s for a routine examination.a clinical examination (=by a 
doctor) The clinical examination did not reveal anything abnormal.a post-mortem 

examination (=of a dead body to discover why the person died) The post-mortem 
examination showed that he died from heart failure.VERBShave an 
examination also undergo an examination formal He was examined by Dr Bower 

yesterday and will have another examination today. | All new employees are required 
to undergo a medical examination.conduct/perform an examination The doctor 
will perform an examination in order to assess the problem.an examination shows 

sth also an examination reveals sth formal A second examination showed a small 
growth in his stomach. 

examine /ɪɡˈzæmən, ɪɡˈzæmɪn/ verb  to look at something carefully and 

thoroughly because you want to find out more about itADVERBSexamine sth 
carefully/closely The doctor examined his ears carefully, and told him there was no 
damage.examine sth thoroughly/fully These important archaeological remains will 

be thoroughly examined by experts.examine sth briefly In this section we briefly 
examine the evidence so far.PREPOSITIONSexamine sth for sth (=look at it carefully 
trying to find something) The police have examined the weapon for 

fingerprints.PHRASESexamine sth in detail Hegel’s philosophy will be examined in 

detail in Chapter 4.THESAURUS: examinehave a look at/take a look 

at especially spokento quickly examine something to find out what is wrong with it or  

to find out more about it. Have a look at is less formal than examine, and is the 

usual phrase to use in everyday English:I’ll have a look at your car if you 

like.inspectto examine something carefully to make sure that it is correct, safe, or  

working properly, especially when it is your job to do this:The building is regularly  

inspected by a fire-safety officer. | Some insurance people have already been here to  

inspect the damage caused by the storm. | Russian and American teams will have the 

right to inspect each other’s missile sites.analyze also analyse BrEto examine 

something carefully, especially detailed information about something, so that you can 

understand it:Researchers analyzed the results of the survey. | We’re still analysing all  
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the data. | One of the problems in analyzing the situation is that we do not have all the  

information yet.studyto spend a lot of time examining something very carefully, for  

example a problem or situation:I won’t comment till I’ve had time to study the 

proposals. | A team of scientists has been studying the effects of global warming on 

Antarctica.reviewto examine something such as a situation or process to see if any 

changes are necessary:The bank will review its security procedures after last week’s  

attack.scrutinize also scrutinise BrEto examine something very carefully to find out if  

there is anything wrong with it:Congress is currently scrutinizing the deal.  

example /ɪɡˈzɑːmpəl $ ɪɡˈzæm-/ noun  1. something that explains or supports 

an idea or is typical of somethingADJECTIVESa good/typical example This painting 

is a good example of his early work.a fine/excellent example Cairo has many fine 
examples of Arab architecture.an outstanding example (=extremely good) The 
garden is one of the most outstanding examples of traditional Japanese garden 

design.a classic/perfect/prime example (=very typical) This is a classic example of 
how not to run a business. | The pot is a perfect example of the Marine Style. | This is a 
prime example of government incompetence.an obvious example The most obvious 

example of an information source is a dictionary.a blatant/glaring example (=very 
obvious and very bad) His case is a blatant example of the unfairness of the current 

system.an extreme example To give you an extreme example, one lady called the 
police 15 times in a single evening.a notable example formal (=important and worth 
mentioning) In some industries income is uncertain and variable, building being a 

notable example.a graphic example (=very clear and full of unpleasant details) The 
film is full of graphic examples of what can go wrong if safety procedures are not 
followed.VERBSgive/provide an example Let me give you an example of how this 

might happen. | Can anyone give me an example of a transitive verb? | Our 
brochure provides examples of the different villas on offer.take an 
example (=consider it or talk about it) Let’s take the example of a family with two 

school-age children.use an example He used several examples to illustrate his 
point.cite an example (=mention one) The report cites the example of Sweden, where 
there is a complete ban on advertising on children’s television.find an 

example We found examples of people being overcharged by as much as 
50%.contain/include an example The exhibition also contains some examples of his 
book illustrations.an example shows/illustrates sth These examples show how the 

disease can be passed on to humans.THESAURUS: examplecasean example of  

something that happens, especially something bad:There have been some cases  

of women employees being fired because they are pregnant. | In one case a man was  

charged $2,000 for a simple medical check-up. | Recent government spending on 

schools is a classic case of too little, too late.instancean example of a particular kind  

of situation or event, especially something bad. Instance is more formal  

than case:Some users of Ecstasy have actually died, but such instances are very  

rare. | The report describes instances of discrimination. | In a few rare instances, the 

disease can cause death.illustrationsomething, especially a story or situation, that  

you use as an example:As an illustration of this, consider the following example. | He 
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mentioned the recent events in the Middle East by way of illustration (=as an 

example).WHAT YOU SAY WHEN GIVING EXAMPLESfor exampleused when giving an 

example:Prices have risen sharply. The price of gasoline, for example, has risen by 

over 50%. | Nepal has many attractions for visitors. For example, you can go trekking  

in the Himalayas, or see tigers in Chitwan National Park.for instanceused when giving  

an example. For instance is slightly less formal than for example and is used more 

in spoken English:There were many unanswered questions. For instance, where was  

the money going to come from? | Some people are really good at  

languages. Take Katie, for instance.eg/e.g. writtenused when giving an example or a  

list of examples. Don’t use eg in formal writing – use the full phrase for  

example:Make sure you eat foods that contain protein, e.g. meat, fish, eggs, milk, or  

cheese.such as especially writtenused when giving one or two typical examples when 

there are many others:It is difficult to get even basic foods such as bread and 

sugar.take spokenused when giving a particular example as a way of proving that  

what you are saying is correct:Take John – he has a good job but he didn’t go to  

university. | It is possible to recover from some types of cancer. Take skin cancer, for  

example.be a case in pointused when emphasizing that someone or something is a  

good or typical example of what you have just mentioned:Some birds have returned to  

Britain after once being extinct here. The return of the osprey is a case in point.2. a 

person or behaviour that people copyADJECTIVESa good/positive example The older 
children should set a positive example for the rest of the school.a bad example Stop it 

– you’re setting a bad example to your little brother.a shining example (=a very good 
example) Professor Squires was a shining example of what a good teacher should be.an 
inspiring example (=who makes people want to do something great or good) She 

remains an inspiring example of love and self-sacrifice.VERBSset an example (=show 
by your own behaviour how other people should behave) Parents should set an 
example for their children. | You should be setting an example for your little 

brother.follow sb’s example (=copy their behaviour) I suggest 
you follow Rosie’s example and start doing regular exercise. | I tried to follow my 
parent’s example with my own kids.lead by example (=show people what they should 

do by doing it yourself) The captain of the team should lead by example.hold sb up as 
an example (=use someone as a good example of something) He was held up as an 
example to the younger athletes.PREPOSITIONSan example to sb Her courage is an 

example to us all. 

excellent /ˈeksələnt/ adjective  extremely good or of very high 

qualityNOUNSexcellent condition The car is in excellent condition.excellent 

value The hotel was excellent value.an excellent example The palace is an excellent 
example of late 17th-century architecture.an excellent idea/suggestion/choice I 
think the award is an excellent idea.an excellent job/piece of work She does 

an excellent job of describing the problems that young people face.an excellent 
student/player/cook Maria was an excellent student and passed all her exams 
easily.an excellent book/film/song He wrote an excellent book about child 

psychology.excellent English/French/German etc The hotel staff all speak excellent 
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English.an excellent article/report/paper The paper has an excellent article on the 

current political situation in Greece.excellent food/meal The food was excellent and I 
left a large tip.an excellent opportunity/chance The meetings provide an excellent 

opportunity for discussion.an excellent result Studies reported excellent results with 
the drug.ADVERBSreally excellent His wife was a really excellent cook.absolutely 
excellent I loved the speech – it was absolutely excellent.truly excellent We 

increased our profit by 40% – a truly excellent performance!Don’t say very 

excellent.THESAURUS: excellentgreat spokenextremely good. Great is more 

informal than excellent, and is very common in everyday spoken English:The kids had 

a great time. | He did a great job as captain. | It sounds like a great  

idea.wonderfulextremely good – used especially when you are very pleased or  

excited:“She’s having a baby.” “That’s wonderful news.” | There are some wonderful  

moments in the film.fantastic/terrific spokenextremely good – used especially when 

you are very pleased or excited:The music was fantastic – it’s one of the best concerts  

I’ve ever been to. | He’s a terrific tennis player.awesome informalvery good – used 

especially when you are very pleased or excited. Awesome is a very informal word,  

which is used mainly by young people:The band were 

awesome.amazing/incredibleextremely good in a surprising and exciting way:The 

hotel has an amazing view of Tokyo. | The trip was an incredible  

experience.superbextremely good – used especially when you are very impressed by 

something:The acting was superb. | There is a superb range of cheeses.first  

classfood | service | meal | hotel | restaurant | accommodation | facilitiesof a  

high quality and much better than most others:The service at the hotel is first  

class. | The school has first-class sports facilities. | Everything about the place is first  

class. You write first-class with a hyphen when you use it before a  

noun. outstandingexample | achievement | success | performance | player | f

eature | natural beautyextremely good – used especially when saying that someone 

has done something very well:The painting is an outstanding example of early Italian  

art. | Winning the championship three times was a truly 

outstanding achievement. | It was an outstanding performance by a talented young 

actor. | One of the play’s outstanding features is the use of language. | The Lake 

District is an area of outstanding natural  

beauty.exceptionaltalent | ability | skill | value | player | artist | performance | 

qualityunusually good – used when saying that someone or something is much better  

than any others:He is an artist of exceptional talent. | The café offers exceptional  

value for money. | Britain is full of writers of exceptional quality. | He writes good 

essays, but I wouldn’t say that his work is particularly exceptional. If something is  
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extremely good, you can say that it is out of this world: The food is out of this  

world.  

except /ɪkˈsept/ conjunction preposition  used to introduce the only person, 

thing, action, fact, or situation about which a statement is not true: GrammarAt the  

beginning of a sentence, you must use except for, not just except, before a  

noun The office is open every day except Sundays. You can have any of the cakes 

except this one. Everyone went except for Scott and Dan. She felt fine except for being 

a little tired. Clarissa could think of nothing to say except that she was so sorry. Staff 
are not permitted to make personal phone calls except in an emergency. Benson kept 
the studio locked except when he was working there. He wouldn’t talk about 

work, except to say that he was busy. She had nothing to do except spend 

money.THESAURUS: exceptapart from/aside fromused when mentioning one 

or two things that do not fit the main thing that you are saying:Aside from one or two 

minor errors, this is an excellent piece of research. | The films were all made in  

Hollywood, apart from one, which was made in the UK. | The weather was not very  

good in the first week. Apart from that, it was a good holiday.excluding/not  

includingused when saying that something, especially a total number or amount, does  

not include a particular thing or person. Excluding is more formal than not 

including:The software costs $49.95, not including tax. | Excluding students, the total  

number of unemployed rose from 2 million to 2.3 million.with the exception 

of formalexcept for one particular person or thing:Denmark has more wind turbines  

than any other place in the world, with the exception of California. | With the exception  

of skin cancer, breast cancer is the most common cancer among women.butused 

especially after words such as nothing, all, any, anyone,  

everything or everyone when saying that something is the only thing, or someone is  

the only person:There is nothing but trees, for mile after mile. | The garment  

covers everything but the eyes. | All but a few of her family died of the 

disease.save formalused for mentioning the only person or thing which is not included 

in what you are saying:Every man she had ever loved, save her father, was now dead.  

exception /ɪkˈsepʃən/ noun  something or someone that is not included in a 

general statement or does not follow a rule or patternADJECTIVESan 
important/significant exception The treaty was signed by all the EU member 
countries with one significant exception: Britain.a major exception (=very 

important) Most industries are struggling but the tourist industry is a major 
exception to this.a notable exception (=one that is very interesting, excellent, or 
unusual) The houses along the river are all modern, with the notable exception of the 

old mill.an obvious exception The earliest historical records are written in Indo-
European languages, with the obvious exception of Chinese.a conspicuous 
exception (=one that is very easy to notice) With one conspicuous exception, the 
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landscape here is completely flat.a minor exception (=not important) Everyone was in 

agreement, with a few minor exceptions.a single/sole exception (=one on its 
own) All the men were killed, with the sole exception of Captain Jones.a rare 

exception Books on philosophy can be quite dull, but this is a rare exception.an 
honourable exception BrE an honorable exception AmE (=used to emphasize that 
something is better than most others) Most banks are still providing a poor service with 

a few honourable exceptions.VERBSmake an exception (=deal with someone or 
something in a different way from usual on a particular occasion) We usually require a 
10% deposit, but I’ll make an exception in this case.PREPOSITIONSan exception to 

sth There are some exceptions to this rule.without exception Without exception, all 
the children were well behaved and polite.with the exception of sth/sb We all 
laughed, with the exception of Miss Smith.PHRASESbe no exception The river floods 

every winter, and this year was no exception.be the exception to the rule/that 
proves the rule (=be different from most other people or things) Most of the boys 
were shy, but Larry was the exception to the rule.be the exception, not the 

rule (=used to emphasize that something is unusual) Staying married for life seems 
to be the exception, not the rule these days.with the possible exception of 
sb/sth Scientists say that Mercury is the least understood planet, with the possible 

exception of Uranus. 

exceptional /ɪkˈsepʃənəl/ adjective  1. unusually goodADVERBSquite 

exceptional (=very exceptional) Her memory for facts is quite exceptional.truly 

exceptional (=really or extremely exceptional) The film features a truly 
exceptional cast, including Oscar winner Denzel Washington.NOUNSexceptional 
talent/ability/skill He showed exceptional talent even as a youngster.exceptional 

quality This is a wine of exceptional quality.exceptional bravery/courage Fire crews 
showed exceptional bravery.an exceptional performance He left the field to cheers 
from the fans, after another exceptional performance.exceptional value The hotel 

offers exceptional value.an exceptional person/player/student etc He was 

an exceptional manager, and all the staff liked him.THESAURUS: 

exceptional→ excellent2. unusual and likely not to happen oftenNOUNSan 

exceptional case Students are only allowed to take time off from their studies 
in exceptional cases.an exceptional event If an exceptional event occurs, such as the 

death of a family member, you can ask for the court case to be postponed.an 
exceptional situation It was an exceptional situation so the usual rules didn’t 
apply.the exceptional nature of sth (=the very unusual qualities or features that 

something has) In view of the exceptional nature of his crime, he was sentenced to 20 
years in prison.ADVERBSmost exceptional (=very exceptional) A child will only be 

removed from the parental home in the most exceptional cases.highly 
exceptional (=extremely exceptional) A loan of this size is highly 
exceptional.PHRASESin exceptional circumstances (=when a situation is extremely 

unusual) The US will only issue a visitor visa at short notice in exceptional 
circumstances.give sb exceptional leave to do sth formal (=give someone special 
permission to do something) Two of the asylum seekers were given exceptional leave 

to stay in Britain.THESAURUS: exceptional→ unusual  
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excesses /ɪkˈsesɪz/ nounharmful actions that are socially or morally 

unacceptable GrammarAlways plural. ADJECTIVESworst excesses He lived through 

some of the worst excesses of military rule.wild excesses (=very extreme 

behaviour) The Press Complaints Commission criticized the wilder excesses of tabloid 
journalism.VERBScurb the excesses of sth (=control or limit bad behaviour) The 
government was unable to curb the excesses of the secret police.commit 

excesses (=do very bad or immoral things, especially hurting or killing 
people) The excesses committed by a few men have ruined the regiment’s good 
name.perpetrate excesses formal (=commit them) The military government used the 

situation as an excuse to perpetrate excesses against suspected rebels. 

excessive /ɪkˈsesɪv/ adjective  much more than is reasonable or 

necessaryADVERBSrather/somewhat excessive $20 for two beers seems rather 

excessive. | I thought her reaction was somewhat excessive.grossly 
excessive (=extremely excessive) The punishment was grossly excessive and totally 
unfair.NOUNSexcessive use of sth Farmers have been criticized for their excessive use 

of chemical fertilizers.excessive force The men claim that the police officers 
used excessive force.excessive amounts of sth I was staying up late, 
consuming excessive amounts of coffee.excessive levels of sth The city has the worst 

air quality in Texas, with excessive levels of carbon monoxide.excessive 
drinking/eating His liver problems had been caused by excessive drinking.excessive 
speed Excessive speed is a major cause of road accidents.excessive noise Exposure 

to excessive noise can damage your hearing.excessive demand If you are unfit, 
strenuous activity can make excessive demands on your body 

exchange1 /ɪksˈtʃeɪndʒ/ verb  to give someone something and receive the same 

kind of thing from them at the same timeNOUNSexchange 

ideas/views/information The meeting will be an opportunity for people to exchange 
ideas.exchange phone numbers/addresses They exchanged phone numbers and 

agreed to meet soon.exchange glances/looks We exchanged glances when we saw 
the bill.PREPOSITIONSexchange sth for sth You can exchange the 

goods for something else of the same value. You change money from one currency  

into another: I’d like to change some dollars into euros.  

exchange2 /ɪksˈtʃeɪndʒ/ noun  1. the act of giving someone something and 

receiving something from themADJECTIVESa fair exchange Two of his computer 

games for two of mine seemed like a fair exchange.PREPOSITIONSan exchange of 
sth We hope to have an exchange of ideas on how to deal with the problem. | In 
an exchange of letters, Roth said he could no longer support the government. | At least 

one soldier died in an exchange of gunfire last night. | Effective exchange of 
information between police forces is vital.in exchange for sth The country agreed to 
give up its nuclear program in exchange for energy benefits and other aid.2. an 

arrangement in which a student, teacher etc visits another school or university to work 
or studyADJECTIVES/NOUNS + exchangea student exchange Our college 

arranged student exchanges with four colleges in France.a language 
exchange (=done for the purposes of learning a foreign language) A German girl is 
coming to stay with us on a language exchange.a Spanish/French/German etc 
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exchange (=in order to learn a particular language) I’m going to Madrid on a Spanish 

exchange.a cultural/scientific/academic exchange The mayors of Tokyo and New 
York signed an agreement to encourage cultural exchanges between the cities.VERBSgo 

on an exchange also take part in an exchange Students have the opportunity to go 
on exchanges.exchange + NOUNSan exchange programme BrE an exchange 
program AmE The University of Stirling has undergraduate exchange programmes with 

several institutions.an exchange visit He had gone to France on an exchange visit.an 
exchange student We have a German exchange student in our class.an exchange 
partner We are going to Rome in March, then our Italian exchange partners are 

coming over in June.PREPOSITIONSon an exchange I went to Japan on an 
exchange.an exchange with sb/sth I’m here for one term, on an exchange with Dr 
Fisher.an exchange between sb/sth Her visit is part of an exchange 

between students from the two universities.3. a process in which you change money 
from one currency to anotherADJECTIVES/NOUNS + exchangeforeign 
exchange (=money in a foreign currency, that a country gets by selling goods 

abroad) Oil is a vital source of foreign exchange earnings for the country.currency 
exchange Rates of currency exchange have varied widely this year.exchange + 

NOUNSthe exchange rate What’s the current exchange rate between the dollar and 

the euro?the exchange markets (=a financial market where different currencies are 
bought and sold) The pound rose against the dollar on the world foreign 
currency exchange markets.exchange controls (=limits on the amount of a currency 

people are allowed to exchange) The government is going to impose stricter exchange 
controls.4. a short conversation, usually between two people who are angry with each 
otherADJECTIVESa brief exchange (=a short conversation) There followed a brief 

exchange between Mitti and Helga in German.an angry exchange His angry 
exchange with the referee earned him a yellow card.a heated exchange (=a very 
angry conversation) I overheard a heated exchange between John and his wife.an 

acrimonious exchange formal (=involving anger and criticism) The newspaper article 
led to a series of acrimonious exchanges between leading scientists.a sharp 
exchange (=showing disapproval or annoyance) The proposed bill provoked 

some sharp exchanges in Parliament.a bitter exchange (=involving strong feelings of 
hate and anger) There were bitter exchanges between them outside the court room.a 
frank exchange (=one in which you are honest, even if you might upset or offend 

someone) This frank exchange did not damage our relationship.a lively exchange (=in 
which fairly strong feelings are expressed) The two leaders were reported to have had 
a lively exchange.a verbal exchange (=spoken rather than written) They became 

involved in a heated verbal exchange.PREPOSITIONSan exchange with sb Her 
parting exchange with George had not been friendly.an exchange between 
sb Sharp exchanges between the two governments followed. 

excite /ɪkˈsaɪt/ verb  to cause a particular feeling or reactionNOUNSexcite 

interest/attention She is a talented young actress who has excited a lot 
of interest.excite curiosity Rumours of hidden treasure excited our curiosity.excite 

sympathy She sought to excite the jury’s sympathy at every opportunity.excite 
anger The government’s proposals have excited anger among teachers.excite 
hatred/hostility He accused sections of the media of trying 

to excite racial hatred.excite suspicion He tried not to do anything 
to excite the suspicion of the police.excite a reaction Her comments did 
not excite any reaction from her listeners.excite comments The film excited a lot of 
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favourable comments, both here and in America.excite rumours BrE excite 

rumors AmE These photographs have excited rumours that their marriage is 
over.excite speculation (=encourage people to discuss something when they do not 

know the facts) The cut in US interest rates excited speculation of a similar cut in the 
UK. 

excited /ɪkˈsaɪtəd, ɪkˈsaɪtɪd/ adjective  happy, interested, or hopeful because 

something good has happened or will happenVERBSget/become 

excited They got really excited about the idea.feel/sound/look 
excited She looked very excited when I told her the news.NOUNSan excited 
voice/face Loud excited voices could be heard outside the room.an excited 

crowd The streets were full of excited crowds.excited anticipation (=excited feelings 
because you know something will happen soon) We waited with excited anticipation for 
the band to come on stage.ADVERBSwildly excited They played in front of a wildly 

excited crowd.PREPOSITIONSexcited about sth The governors were very excited 
about the scheme.excited by sth Many people were excited by what he had to 

say.excited at sth I was excited at the thought of seeing her again. Choosing the  

right prepositionYou usually say that you are excited about something: We’re all  

very excited about the news.Excited by is much less common. It is used especially  

with clauses: He was excited by everything that he saw in Japan. They were excited  

by what she had to say.You usually use excited at in the phrase excited at the  

prospect/thought of something (=excited about the idea that something is going to  

happen): She sounded excited at the prospect of meeting her son.Excited is also  

used with an infinitive: Julia said she was excited to be there.. It is also used  

with that: I was excited that my favourite American magazine was going to be  

published in the UK. PHRASESsth is nothing to get excited about (=it is not very 

good or special) The food was nothing to get excited about.THESAURUS: 

excitedthrilled /θrɪld/very excited and pleased:She was thrilled to hear that you 

were in London. | I was thrilled when they told me that I’d got a place on the 

course. | We were all thrilled by the news.exhilarated /ɪɡˈzɪləreɪtəd, ɪɡˈzɪləreɪtɪd/very  

excited and full of energy, especially because you are experiencing something new or  

something that involves risks:She felt exhilarated by her new freedom. | The climb left  

him feeling exhilarated.look forward to sthto feel excited about something good that  

is going to happen and to think about it a lot:The kids are looking forward to their  

vacation – they’ve never been to California before. | She’s really looking forward to  

meeting him.can’t wait to do sth especially spokento be very excited about  

something good that is going to happen:I can’t wait to see him again.on the edge of  

your seatextremely excited and interested when you are watching a film, game etc,  
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because you do not know what is going to happen next:I was on the edge of my seat  

throughout the movie. | The game kept fans on the edge of their seats.on 

tenterhooks /ˈtentəhʊks $ -ər-/very excited and nervous because you are waiting to  

find out what has happened:Don’t keep us on tenterhooks! Did you pass your  

test?rapturous especially writtenrapturous behaviour shows that a large group of  

people are extremely excited and pleased:They received a rapturous welcome. | He 

came on the stage to rapturous applause (=everyone was clapping and cheering).  

excitement /ɪkˈsaɪtmənt/ noun  the feeling of being 

excitedADJECTIVESgreat/tremendous/enormous excitement There is great 

excitement about the Pope’s visit. | The news caused tremendous excitement among 
her fans.growing/mounting excitement (=increasing excitement) The children 
waited with growing excitement.sheer excitement (=used when emphasizing that 

something is very exciting) Nothing can beat driving a racing car for sheer 
excitement.intense excitement (=a very strong feeling of excitement) The trial 
created intense excitement.real/genuine excitement There is genuine 

excitement about what we can achieve together.nervous excitement (=a feeling of 
being worried and unable to relax) Before the race I was full of nervous 
excitement.heady excitement (=strong excitement about what you might achieve) I 

remember the heady excitement of the days following the 
revolution.youthful/childlike excitement Her voice was full of youthful 
excitement.VERBS + excitementfeel excitement I remember the excitement I felt as I 

approached the house.cause/generate/create excitement The arrival of a 
stranger caused some excitement in the village.hide/conceal your excitement He 
tried to hide his excitement, but his voice was shaking.control/contain your 

excitement She could hardly control her excitement when I told her the news.tremble 
with excitement Her hands were trembling with excitement as she opened the 
letter.be bursting with excitement (=be feeling extremely excited) I was bursting 

with excitement and I couldn’t wait to tell them the news.be bubbling with 
excitement (=be feeling very excited and happy) Charles came rushing in bubbling 
with excitement and wanting to know what had happened.excitement + VERBSthe 

excitement grows/mounts/builds (=it increases) Her excitement grew as the day 
of the wedding came nearer.the excitement wears off (=it gradually becomes 
less) The initial excitement of my new job was starting to wear off.the excitement 

dies down (=people stop feeling excited) The excitement after last month’s elections is 
beginning to die down.PREPOSITIONSexcitement at sth You can imagine 
my excitement at the thought of visiting Antarctica.the excitement of (doing) sth He 

loved the excitement of flying his own plane.with excitement We waited with great 
excitement but nothing happened.in the/your excitement (=because of being 
excited) In her excitement, she forgot to shut the door behind her.PHRASESa 

sense/feeling of excitement He woke up that morning with a feeling of excitement.a 
state of excitement It seemed that the whole country was in a state of excitement.an 
air of excitement (=a general feeling of excitement among a group of people) There 

was a real air of excitement before the game.be full of excitement/filled with 
excitement They were full of excitement at the thought of meeting a real movie 
star.be wild with excitement Cathy was wild with excitement at the idea.a 

surge/buzz/frisson of excitement (=a sudden feeling of excitement) He felt a surge 
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of excitement when he saw her. | There is a buzz of excitement inside the stadium.a 

flurry of excitement (=an occasion when there is suddenly a lot of excitement about 
something) The takeover bid has caused a flurry of excitement .a ripple of 

excitement (=a feeling of excitement that spreads through a group of people) A ripple 
of excitement went through the audience as the lights dimmed.a flicker of 
excitement (=a feeling of excitement that lasts a very short time) He felt a flicker of 

excitement when he heard someone mention his name.sb’s eyes shine/sparkle/are 
bright with excitement Her eyes were bright with excitement as she talked about her 
plans.sb’s face is flushed with excitement (=their face is pink) He ran to meet 

them, his face flushed with excitement. 

exciting /ɪkˈsaɪtɪŋ/ adjective  making you feel excitedVERBSfind sth 

exciting He found it very exciting to ride a horse at such speed.make sth exciting We 
want to make politics more exciting to young people.ADVERBSvery/really exciting It’s 

a really exciting time for us.tremendously/incredibly exciting This has been 
a tremendously exciting project.pretty/quite exciting (=rather exciting) It was pretty 
exciting to see him on stage.visually exciting We wanted the website to be visually 

exciting.sexually exciting The images are meant to be sexually exciting.NOUNSan 
exciting opportunity The new post offers an exciting career opportunity.exciting 

news I’ve got some very exciting news for you.an exciting 
story/film/game The story was so exciting that I forgot about the time.an exciting 
event Eva felt very tired after the exciting events of the weekend.an exciting 

possibility Penny considered the exciting possibility that Jack might be at the party.an 
exciting time It was the most exciting time of my life.an exciting development (=a 
change that makes a product, situation etc better) This exciting development could 

mean the end of the long-running conflict.an exciting prospect (=a future event, or a 
person who is likely to be successful) For the team, there’s the exciting prospect of 
travelling all over the world. | His pace and skill mark him as one of the most exciting 

prospects in Super League.an exciting life She leads a glamorous and exciting life in 
New York.an exciting discovery This Roman coin was a very exciting discovery for 
archaeologists.an exciting challenge Competing in the event will be an exciting 

challenge.PHRASESnew and exciting At that time the internet was all new and 
exciting.an exciting new... There are some exciting new developments in cancer 
research.something exciting Philip could see that she had something exciting to tell 

him.THESAURUS: 

excitingthrilling /ˈθrɪlɪŋ/game | match | race | contest | adventure | experienc

e | finish | climax | moments | spectaclevery exciting:Arsenal won 4–3 after a  

thrilling match. | For ten years he had one thrilling adventure after another. | The 

game ended with a thrilling climax. | Ice hockey is the world 's fastest team game. It's  

a thrilling spectacle (=it is very exciting to  

watch).grippingstory | film | drama | account | read | viewinga gripping film,  

story etc is very exciting and interesting:‘Rebecca’ is a gripping story of love, death,  

and deception. | Curtis-Hall's gripping drama will keep you pinned to the edge of your  

seat. | The book is a gripping read from start to finish (=it is very exciting to  

read). | The film offers 100 minutes of gripping viewing (=it is very exciting to  
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watch).dramaticevent | end | ending | startused about something that is exciting to  

watch or hear about as it happens:There have been some dramatic events this  

week. | There is a dramatic ending in which the main character dies. | It was a  

dramatic start to what was to become a remarkable  

career.exhilarating /ɪɡˈzɪləreɪtɪŋ/experience | journey | adventure | walk | ridem

aking you feel happy, excited, and full of energy:It had been the most exhilarating  

experience of her life. | Visitors can now take an exhilarating journey through the art of  

the classical world. | The Mourne Mountains offer plenty of opportunities for  

exhilarating walks. | They went for an exhilarating ride on his motorcycle.nail-

bitingfinish | situation | game | match | battlevery exciting, especially because 

you do not know what is going to happen next:The race ended in a nail-biting  

finish. | In last week's nail-biting game against Argentina, Ireland won by a point.  

exclude AC /ɪkˈskluːd/ verb  to deliberately not include someone or 

somethingADVERBSspecifically/expressly exclude sb/sth (=exclude them in 
particular) The insurance policy specifically excludes dangerous sports such as rock 

climbing.completely/totally exclude sb/sth These people are completely 
excluded from our society.automatically exclude sb/sth Prisoners are automatically 
excluded from voting.VERBSdecide/choose to exclude sb/sth The researchers chose 

to exclude these figures from their calculations.seek/try/attempt to exclude 
sb/sth The contract seeks to exclude liability for all such claims.feel excluded Writers 
and artists often feel excluded from the world around them.PREPOSITIONSexclude 

sb/sth from sth Women were excluded from the top levels of decision-making and 

power.THESAURUS: excludeomit formalto not include something, especially a  

piece of information, either deliberately or because you forget:Sara’s name had 

been omitted from the list of employees. | I am sorry I omitted to mention him in my 

speech.leave outto not include someone or something, either deliberately or  

accidentally. Leave out is more common in everyday English  

than exclude or omit:Fans were shocked that Giggs had been left out of the 

team. | You left out one of the numbers in the code.miss out Britishto not include 

someone or something that should be included, often by mistake:You missed out  

several important facts. | They’ve missed out the last letter of his name.dropto decide 

not to include someone or something – used especially about not including someone in  

a team:He was dropped from the team because of injury. | The company decided 

to drop the word ‘healthy’ from its advertising.be exempt(ed) from sth formalused 

when saying that a rule, law, agreement etc does not affect someone or  

something:People with bad eyesight were exempt from military service. | High 

technology equipment would be exempted from any trade agreement.  

exclusion /ɪkˈskluːʒən/ noun  a situation in which someone or something is not 

included in something or unable to take part in itADJECTIVEStotal/complete 
exclusion The team faces total exclusion from the competition.permanent 
exclusion The punishment was permanent exclusion from school.social 
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exclusion (=from the rest of society) Older people often suffer from social exclusion 

and feel lonely and left out.financial/economic exclusion (=which prevents people 
from having enough money to live the same life as other people) Millions of people 

suffer from financial exclusion and are unable to access banking 
services.PREPOSITIONSexclusion from sth Some groups complain about their 
exclusion from British society.the exclusion of sb/sth They are considering the 

exclusion of Latin from the list of subjects that students should study. 

exclusive AC /ɪkˈskluːsɪv/ adjective  1. available or belonging only to particular 

people, and not sharedNOUNSexclusive rights to sth BSkyB had exclusive rights to all 
the live matches.exclusive access to sth Regulations prohibit anyone 

having exclusive access to the data.the exclusive use of sth We had exclusive use 
of the house while he was away.an exclusive report/interview/picture (=appearing 
in only one newspaper or magazine) The newspaper featured exclusive pictures of the 

couple’s new baby.exclusive coverage (=by only one newspaper or TV channel) You 
can watch exclusive coverage of all the matches on BBC1.an exclusive 
deal/contract (=one that says that no other person or company can do the same 

job) Our firm has an exclusive contract to handle the company’s legal affairs.an 
exclusive club (=only open to particular people) Unfortunately, I’m not a member 

of the exclusive club of millionaires.PREPOSITIONSexclusive to sb This offer is 
exclusive to club members.2. exclusive places, organizations, clothes etc are so 
expensive that not many people can afford to use or buy themNOUNSan exclusive 

suburb/area They live in an exclusive suburb on the north side of the city.an 
exclusive neighbourhood BrE an exclusive neighborhood AmE Some of these kids 
are from the most exclusive neighbourhoods.an exclusive hotel With its marble 

columns and crystal chandeliers, the Crillon is one of the most exclusive hotels in 
Paris.an exclusive school Marjorie went to an exclusive girls’ school.an exclusive 
shop also an exclusive store AmE I walked along Bond Street, past all the exclusive 

shops. 

excuse /ɪkˈskjuːs/ noun  a reason that you give to explain something you 

doADJECTIVESa good excuse I hope you have a good excuse for keeping me waiting.a 
wonderful/great excuse (=a very good excuse to do something) A wedding is a 

wonderful excuse to buy a new set of clothes.the perfect excuse The phone call gave 
me the perfect excuse to leave.a reasonable/legitimate/valid excuse (=one that is 

true and that other people cannot criticize) He didn’t have a legitimate excuse for being 
late.a plausible excuse (=one that other people will believe) She tried to think of a 
plausible excuse.a lame/feeble/weak/flimsy excuse (=not good) Joe muttered 

some feeble excuse about having a headache.a pathetic excuse (=very weak) That’s 
the most pathetic excuse I’ve ever heard.the usual excuse/the same old excuse He 
made the usual excuses for not coming. | Whenever the trains are late, it’s always the 

same old excuse.a convenient excuse The rioting provided the government with a 
convenient excuse not to hold an election.VERBSgive/offer an excuse I’ll have 
to give my boss some kind of excuse.make an excuse I made an excuse and 

left.make up/think up/invent an excuse I made up some excuse about my car 
breaking down. | We’d better think up an excuse, fast.find an excuse You must find 
an excuse to go back there.have an excuse Companies have no excuse for breaking 

the law.use sth as an excuse She never complained or used her illness as an 
excuse.look for an excuse I began to look for excuses to avoid seeing 
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him.believe/accept an excuse She didn’t believe his excuse for one minute.listen to 

sb’s excuses The teacher didn’t want to listen to his excuses.run out of 
excuses (=have made a lot of excuses before, so that you cannot think of any 

more) The government has run out of excuses for its failure to fix the economy.make 
excuses for sb/sth (=try to explain why someone has made a mistake or behaved 
badly) His mother was always making excuses for her son’s behaviour.sth gives 

sb/provides an excuse Drinking provides an excuse for behaving 
badly.PREPOSITIONSan excuse for (doing) sth What was his excuse for not calling 
you?PHRASESat the slightest excuse (=for any reason, however unimportant) She 

comes to our house at the slightest excuse.use every excuse in the book (=use 
every possible excuse) He used every excuse in the book to avoid seeing the doctor. 

execute /ˈeksəkjuːt/ verb  THESAURUS > kill 

execution /ˌeksəˈkjuːʃən, ˌeksɪˈkjuːʃən/ noun  the act of killing someone, 

especially as a legal punishmentADJECTIVESa public execution (=which ordinary 
people can watch) The last public execution in England was held in 1868.a mock 
execution (=in which people pretend they are going to kill someone) The guards gave 

him a mock execution.a political execution During the 1930s political executions were 
common in Stalin’s Russia.a mass execution (=in which many people are killed at the 
same time) Evidence of a mass execution of young men has been found.summary 

execution (=in which someone is killed immediately, without a trial) Churchill 
demanded the summary execution of Nazi leaders.VERBScarry out an 
execution The execution was carried out early the next morning.face 

execution He faces execution for the murder of his brother.await 
execution formal (=be waiting to be executed) More than 3,300 prisoners 
currently await execution in US prisons.order sb’s execution The 

judge ordered his execution.watch/witness an execution A crowd had gathered 
to witness the execution.delay an execution The court agreed 
to delay the execution while they looked at new evidence.stop/halt an execution The 

US Supreme Court stopped his execution, just minutes before he was to be 
killed.escape execution The man was lucky to escape execution.an execution takes 
place The execution took place the following day.PHRASESa stay of execution (=an 

order that an execution should be delayed) Saddam’s lawyers asked a US judge for 
a stay of execution.death by execution They face death by execution. 

exercise1 /ˈeksəsaɪz $ -ər-/ noun  physical activities or movements that you do 

in order to stay healthy and become strongerADJECTIVESgood exercise Swimming is 
very good exercise for all your muscles.regular/daily exercise Taking regular 
exercise is the best way to improve your overall health.physical exercise Physical 

exercise keeps you fit and helps to reduce stress.hard/strenuous/vigorous 
exercise (=involving a lot of physical effort) Pregnant women should avoid strenuous 
exercise.gentle/light/moderate exercise Try to do some gentle exercise as part of 

your daily routine.aerobic exercise (=in which you breathe deeply and your heart 
beats faster) Aerobic exercise, such as jogging or cycling, is a great way to stay in 
shape.NOUNS + exercisekeep-fit exercises I couldn’t get to the gym, so I did a 

few keep-fit exercises in my bedroom.a warm-up exercise (=in order to make your 
muscles ready for doing an activity) The athletes were doing their warm-up 
exercises before the race.stretching exercises (=in order to stretch your muscles and 

make you healthy) My grandfather was doing his stretching exercises.leg/chest/arm 
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exercises Repeat this series of leg exercises three times.VERBSdo some 

exercise also take some exercise BrE I don’t do enough exercise. | He was advised 
by his doctor to take more exercise.do an exercise She does exercises to strengthen 

her legs.get some exercise I work in an office, so I 
don’t get enough exercise.exercise + NOUNSan exercise programme BrE an exercise 
program AmE The athletes follow an intensive exercise programme.an exercise 

routine/regime also an exercise regimen AmE His exercise routine includes weight 
training and running ten kilometres a day.an exercise class I usually go to 
my exercise class on Wednesdays.an exercise session (=a period of time when you 

exercise) I try to do a 30-minute exercise session each day.PHRASESlack of 
exercise Children are becoming overweight through lack of exercise.a type/form of 
exercise This type of exercise is great for your upper body. 

exercise2 /ˈeksəsaɪz $ -ər-/ verb  to do physical activities so that you stay 

strong and healthyADVERBSexercise regularly It is important to exercise 
regularly.exercise every day/three times a week etc I had to exercise every day 

for at least 15 minutes.THESAURUS: exercisedo some exercise/a lot of  

exercise etcthis phrase is much more common than the verb exercise, and means  

the same thing:Her doctor said that she needed to do more exercise. | My son does  

very little exercise – I don’t know how he stays so slim. | Dogs need lots of  

exercise.stay/keep/get in shapeto stay or to become physically healthy and strong 

– used especially when you consider exercise as a way to keep a nice-looking body:Try  

jogging with a friend who also wants to get in shape.keep fit BrEto exercise regularly  

in order to stay healthy and strong:The class encourages older people to keep fit.work 

outto do exercise in order to be healthy and strong, especially to exercise regularly in  

a gym or exercise class:He works out three times a week.tone up also firm upto  

exercise in order to make your body or part of your body firmer:I need to tone up my 

stomach and legs.warm upto do gentle exercises to prepare your body for more active  

exercise:It’s important to warm up before you begin to play. | I usually do some 

stretching to warm up my legs.stretchto reach your arms, legs, or body out to full  

length, in order to make your muscles as long as possible, so that you do not injure  

them when you exercise:Jog for five minutes, then stretch before starting on your  

run.limber up also loosen upto do gentle exercises so that your muscles are warm 

and not tight before you begin a more active exercise:The footballers were limbering  

up before a training session.train especially BrEto prepare for a sporting event by 

exercising in a particular way:She’s training to do the London 

Marathon.practise BrE practice AmEto do a sports activity regularly, in order to get  

better and prepare for competition:The team practices on Wednesdays and Saturdays.  

exert /ɪɡˈzɜːt $ -ɜːrt/ verb  to use your power, influence etc in order to make 

something happenNOUNSexert pressure Environmental groups are exerting 

pressure on the government to tighten pollution laws.exert influence Large 
companies exert considerable influence over the government.exert control The state 
should not exert control over the media.exert power He exerts a lot of power within 
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the family.exert authority Parents sometimes need to exert their authority by 

establishing firm rules.exert discipline Exerting discipline with these problem students 
is essential.exert effort We exerted every effort to get there on time.exert your 

will (=make something happen in the way that you want) The people used the 

elections to exert their will.THESAURUS: exert→ use1 

exhausted /ɪɡˈzɔːstəd, ɪɡˈzɔːstɪd $ -ˈzɒːs-/ adjective  extremely 

tiredADVERBSabsolutely exhausted I was absolutely exhausted by the time we got 
home.totally/completely/utterly exhausted Looking after a baby on my own left 
me feeling totally exhausted.mentally exhausted When I got to the end of my exams, 

I was mentally exhausted.physically exhausted After the climb, both men 
were physically exhausted.emotionally exhausted She was emotionally 
exhausted and the strain was affecting her job.VERBSfeel exhausted He felt 

exhausted, as though he had just run a marathon.look 
exhausted You look absolutely exhausted.PREPOSITIONSexhausted by/from sth I 
was exhausted by the journey. 

exhausting /ɪgˈzɔːstɪŋ $ -ˈzɒːs-/ adjective  THESAURUS > tiring 

exhaustion /ɪɡˈzɔːstʃən $ -ˈzɒːs-/ noun  extreme tirednessVERBSsuffer from 

exhaustion The singer was suffering from exhaustion and she had to cancel the 

concert.collapse with/from exhaustion They kept on dancing until they collapsed 
from exhaustion.die of/from exhaustion Many of the prisoners died from 
exhaustion or lack of food.be overcome by exhaustion (=be so exhausted that you 

cannot continue) Overcome by exhaustion, she fell asleep at her desk.drive yourself 
to exhaustion (=work so hard that you become exhausted) He drove himself to 
exhaustion in order to finish the book on time.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ exhaustioncomplete/total/utter exhaustion Henry returned home late from work 
in a state of complete exhaustion.sheer exhaustion (=used to emphasize that 
someone is very tired) I eventually fell asleep from sheer exhaustion.nervous 

exhaustion (=exhaustion caused by worrying a lot) The actor said he was suffering 
from nervous exhaustion.mental/emotional exhaustion He was forced to give up 
teaching because of mental exhaustion.physical exhaustion She can no longer deal 

with the physical exhaustion of doing two full-time jobs.heat exhaustion (=caused by 
very hot weather) Several elderly people were treated for heat 
exhaustion.PHRASESclose/near to exhaustion The men were close to exhaustion, 

having walked for over 36 hours.weak with exhaustion The long climb had left 
him weak with exhaustion.to/at the point of exhaustion He pushed himself to the 
point of exhaustion.on the edge of exhaustion I could see that she was on the edge 

of exhaustion and she needed to rest.be in a state of exhaustion The long journey 
had left him in a state of exhaustion.a sense/feeling of exhaustion There was 
a feeling of exhaustion after eight days of fighting. 

exhibition AC /ˌeksəˈbɪʃən, ˌeksɪˈbɪʃən/ noun  a show of paintings, photographs, 

or other objects that people can go to seeADJECTIVES/NOUNS + exhibitionan 
art/photography/sculpture exhibition The museum houses temporary art 

exhibitions.a big/large/small exhibition This is the largest exhibition of its kind that 
we have ever seen in London. | The library has a small exhibition showcasing the work 
of local artists.an important/major exhibition His work is the subject of a major new 

exhibition at the National Gallery. | There was an important exhibition of work by Dutch 
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painters.a permanent exhibition The museum has a permanent exhibition of 

paintings by local artists.a temporary exhibition The space is used for temporary 
exhibitions.a touring/travelling exhibition (=one that moves from place to 

place) The touring exhibition is scheduled to be in Dallas from March until June.a 
retrospective exhibition (=one that shows work from the past) It was a retrospective 
exhibition celebrating 150 years of photography.VERBS + exhibitiongo to/visit an 

exhibition We went to an exhibition at the National Gallery.see an exhibition Did 
you see any exhibitions when you were in Paris?have an exhibition The college 
is having an exhibition of the students’ work in April.hold/mount/stage an 

exhibition formal (=have an exhibition) The Hayward Gallery is mounting an 
impressive exhibition of new British artists.put on an exhibition (=arrange for an 
exhibition to take place) Last summer the museum put on some 

wonderful exhibitions for children.organize/arrange an exhibition The exhibition was 
organized by the Getty Foundation. | An exhibition of his drawings was arranged in New 
York.host/house an exhibition formal (=provide the place for an exhibition) Boston’s 

Museum of Fine Art hosts temporary exhibitions alongside its permanent 
collection.promote an exhibition (=tell the public about it) Our press officer 
contacted the local radio and TV stations to promote the exhibition.exhibition + 

VERBSan exhibition opens/closes (=it starts or ends) The exhibition opens on May 
2nd.an exhibition includes sth The exhibition includes some little-known works by 
Picasso.exhibition + NOUNSan exhibition centre BrE an exhibition center AmE (=a 

large building for holding exhibitions) The exhibition will be held in the 
National Exhibition Centre in Birmingham.an exhibition hall There’s a large exhibition 
hall on the ground floor.an exhibition stand (=a stand for showing things at an 

exhibition) He took up his position at the exhibition stand.exhibition space (=space 
where exhibitions can be held) The building provides 125,000 square metres 
of exhibition space.an exhibition venue (=a place where exhibitions can be held) We 

are still looking for suitable exhibition venues.an exhibition catalogue BrE an 
exhibition catalog AmE (=a list or book giving information about all the things in an 
exhibition) The exhibition catalogue contained some interesting information about the 

artists.PREPOSITIONSan exhibition of sth We’re going to see an exhibition of Victorian 
photography.in an exhibition All the paintings in the exhibition are for sale.on 
exhibition (=being shown in an exhibition) Ancient musical instruments are on 

exhibition at the Institute. American EnglishUS speakers often say exhibit instead  

of exhibition. THESAURUS: exhibitionshowan exhibition. Show is less formal  

than exhibition. It can be used about small events as well as big public ones:The 

artist is preparing for a big show at the Museum of Modern Art. | He is putting  

on a one-man show in a local gallery (=by one artist - used about shows by male or  

female artists). | Every year a trade show is held at the conference centre (=a show 

for people and companies involved in a particular business). | We went to see the 

London Motor Show at Earl’s Court.exhibit AmEan exhibition:I went to see an exhibit  

of modern paintings and sculptures. In British English, you only use exhibit about an  

object that is being shown at an exhibition: You're not allowed to touch  
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the exhibits. fairan event at which people or businesses show or sell their products,  

which is often not open to the public:Every year there is a big trade fair. | The 

Frankfurt Book Fair is for publishers and the media.expositiona large and important  

public event at which people or businesses show or sell their products:177 galleries  

from nineteen countries will take part in the Chicago International Art Exposition.  

exile /ˈeksaɪl, ˈeɡzaɪl/ noun  a situation in which you are forced to leave your 

country and live in another country, especially for political reasonsVERBSgo into 
exile Napoleon’s wife went into exile in Austria.live in exile The Guatemalan writer 
has lived in exile in Mexico for over 40 years.be sent into exile The old 

leaders were removed from power and sent into exile.be forced/driven into 
exile Many of his political opponents have been forced into exile.flee/escape into 
exile Hundreds of people fled into exile or were jailed.die in exile He never returned 

to his own country, but died in exile.return from exile Martinez returned from exile in 
1990 and was later elected president.ADJECTIVESlong exile These refugees have 
finally returned home from a long exile in Senegal.permanent exile The king 

threatened her with permanent exile.enforced exile (=when someone is forced to go 
into exile) After 12 years of enforced exile abroad, Almeyda returned home to 
Salvador.self-imposed/voluntary exile (=when someone goes into exile willingly, 

without being forced) He spoke to the media from his self-imposed exile in the United 
States.internal exile (=when someone is forced to move somewhere within a 
country) The governor has the power to send people into internal exile in other 

regions.PREPOSITIONSin exile Sharif began a new life in exile.exile from a 
place During his exile from Russia, he took up art as a hobby. 

exist /ɪɡˈzɪst/ verb  to happen or be present in a particular situation or 

placeADVERBSreally/actually exist Do you think ghosts really exist?already 
exist Legislation to protect us from terrorists already exists.currently exist No 
treaty currently exists between the two countries.still exist (=existing in the past and 

continuing to exist) A number of his early photographs still exist.VERBScontinue to 
exist The same problems continue to exist.cease to exist (=stop existing) The club 
will cease to exist if financial help is not found.be known to exist Seven copies of the 

original book are still known to exist.PHRASESthe right to exist The president issued a 
statement recognizing Kosovo’s right to exist. 

existence /ɪɡˈzɪstəns/ noun  1. the state of existingADJECTIVESa brief/short 

existence The band had rather a brief existence.human existence Darwin’s theory of 
natural selection changed our view of human existence forever.sth’s actual 
existence Poaching now threatens the animal’s actual existence.sth’s continued 

existence The city’s continued existence is threatened by rising water levels.sth’s 
very existence (=the fact that it exists at all) The university’s very existence is in 
doubt.sth’s mere existence (=just the fact that something exists) The mere 

existence of a contract does not guarantee that you will be paid.VERBScome into 
existence (=start to exist) Pakistan came into existence as an independent country in 
1947.spring into existence (=suddenly start to exist) After the invasion, a resistance 

movement sprang into existence.bring sth into existence formal (=make something 
start to exist) This is the treaty that brought our state into existence.go out of 
existence (=stop existing) If a buyer isn’t found, this famous old club could go out of 
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existence.acknowledge/recognize/accept the existence of sth (=agree that 

something exists) The company finally acknowledged the existence of a 
problem.prove/confirm/establish the existence of sth The images confirm the 

existence of water on the planet’s surface.deny the existence of sth He 
immediately denied the existence of any deal.doubt the existence of sth He began 
to doubt the existence of God.threaten/jeopardize the existence of sth (=make it 

likely that something will stop existing) The strike could jeopardize the existence of his 
company.owe your existence to sth (=be able to exist because of something) The 
birds owe their existence to the fact that they have no natural enemies on the 

island.PREPOSITIONSthe existence of sth Between the ages of two and five, children 
usually become aware of the existence of rules.in existence The organization has 
been in existence for 25 years.2. the type of life that someone has, especially when it is 

bad or unhappyADJECTIVESeveryday/daily/day-to-day existence (=someone’s 
normal life that is the same most days) He saw drugs as a way of escaping the tedium 
of his everyday existence.a lonely/solitary existence Male bears live a 

mostly solitary existence, away from the female and cubs.a miserable existence The 
refugees had to endure a miserable existence in the desert.a dull/routine existence I 
was happy to leave my routine existence behind.a frugal existence (=without much 

money) He led a hard and frugal existence.a hand-to-mouth existence (=with just 
enough food or money to live) The survivors lived a hand-to-mouth existence until they 
were rescued.a precarious existence (=only just managing to live) The islanders, 

who rely on the sea to provide food, have a precarious existence.a comfortable 
existence (=with plenty of food and money) He left behind his comfortable 
existence to become a monk.a peaceful existence The different tribes in the area 

enjoyed a relatively peaceful existence.a quiet existence He led a quiet existence, 
with just occasional visits from his family.a rural/urban/suburban existence (=life 
in the countryside, city, or suburbs) The girls hated their boring suburban 

existence.VERBSlead/live a ... existence The family lived a pretty 
miserable existence.enjoy a peaceful/quiet etc existence They enjoy a 
comfortable existence.eke out an existence (=manage to live with very little 

money) She eked out a miserable existence in a dreary apartment. 

exit /ˈeɡzət, ˈeɡzɪt, ˈeksət/ noun  1. a door or space through which you can leave 

a public room, building etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS + exita fire/emergency exit (=a 

special door, used if there is an emergency or a fire) Fire exits should not be locked.the 
front/rear/side exit When the lights dimmed, she slipped out by the rear exit.the 
nearest exit Please leave the building in an orderly fashion, using the nearest 

exit.VERBShead for/make for the exit (=go to the exit) Disappointed fans 
began heading for the exits.use an exit In the event of a fire, please use the 
emergency exit nearest to you.block an exit Two men were blocking the exit.exit + 

NOUNSan exit door Exit doors shouldn’t be blocked at any time.an exit route (=a 
way out of a building, plane etc, used in an emergency or a fire) Staff must become 
familiar with the building’s exit routes.an exit sign (=one showing where an exit 

is) There was a red glowing exit sign over the door.2. when you leave a room or 
buildingADJECTIVESa quick/fast exit I made a quick exit before the speeches began.a 
hurried/swift exit (=very quick) The family made a hurried exit, leaving many of 

their belongings behind.a dignified exit (=when someone leaves in a way that makes 
people respect them) Marco did his best to make a dignified exit.an undignified 
exit (=when someone leaves in a way that is embarrassing or makes them look 
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silly) She made a rather undignified exit, tripping down the step.VERBSmake an 

exit/make your exit (=leave) I chatted to a few people, then made a quick 
exit. | And then, kissing them both goodbye, he made his exit.3. when someone stops 

being involved in something such as a competition or business, especially because they 
have not been successfulADJECTIVESan early exit (=not having progressed very far in 
a competition etc) England’s early exit from the World Cup competition was 

disappointing.a graceful/dignified exit (=one that makes people respect you) He 
made a graceful exit from the race for mayor.an embarrassing/humiliating 
exit also an ignominious exit formal This is the first time he has appeared in public 

since his ignominious exit from sport last year.VERBSmake a ... exit Nick made 
an early exit from the tournament.exit + NOUNSan exit strategy/plan (=a plan to 
stop your involvement, especially in a war or business) The president is searching for 

an exit strategy.PREPOSITIONSan exit from sth The company has lost a lot of money 
since its exit from the US market.4. a place where vehicles can leave a road such as a 
motorway, and join another roadVERBStake an exit also turn off at an exit Take the 

next exit, junction 15.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + exitthe next exit Let’s go off at the next 
exit and stop for lunch.the northbound/southbound etc exit The northbound exit to 
the A139 will be closed until 6 a.m. on Monday.a motorway exit BrE a 

highway/freeway exit AmE He signaled a right as he came to his freeway exit.exit + 

NOUNSan exit sign (=one showing the names of places or roads near an exit) Stay on 
the same road until you see an exit sign for Rhode Island.PREPOSITIONSthe exit for 

sth Leave the N3 motorway at the exit for Rapperswil. 

exotic /ɪɡˈzɒtɪk $ ɪɡˈzɑː-/ adjective  THESAURUS > unusual 

expand AC /ɪkˈspænd/ verb  to become larger in size, or to make something 

become larger in sizeADVERBSexpand (sth) rapidly The population is expanding 

rapidly. | The seaside town rapidly expanded its tourism business.expand (sth) 
greatly Japan’s domestic economy expanded greatly during this period.expand (sth) 
significantly (=in an important way) The United Nations significantly expanded its 

peacekeeping force in the region.expand (sth) dramatically (=in a great and sudden 
way) Wine production has expanded dramatically.NOUNS + expandmetal 
expands Metal expands when it is heated.the universe expands One day 

the universe will stop expanding.an economy expands The economy is expanding by 
2% a year.expand + NOUNSexpand the number of sth The college intends 

to expand the number of full-time courses that it offers to students.expand the 
range/scope of sth The store will expand the range of goods that it sells.expands 
your business/activities/operations The chairman wants the firm 

to expand its business in Asia. | Siemens successfully expanded its 
international business.expand production Car-makers expanded production of luxury 
cars.expand your influence China has expanded its influence in Africa.expand your 

use of sth Firms have expanded their use of information technology. 

expansion AC /ɪkˈspænʃən/ noun  when something increases in size, range, 

amount etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS + expansiona rapid expansion During the 1990s, there 
was a rapid expansion in student numbers.a steady expansion There has been 

a steady expansion of the self-employed sector of the economy.a big expansion This 
week the company announced a big expansion of its European workforce.a 
great/huge/massive expansion There are plans for a massive expansion of the oil 

and gas industries.a major/significant expansion (=large and important) The 
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company is planning a major expansion of its retail 

outlets.economic/business/commercial expansion Economic expansion in India 
and China is set to continue. | These new measures could limit business 

expansion.urban expansion (=the growth of towns) We are seeing uncontrolled urban 
expansion in many African cities.further expansion Investors think the hotel chain is 
ready for further expansion.VERBSexpansion takes place also expansion 

occurs formal The biggest expansion occurred in the retail sector.expansion + 

NOUNSexpansion plans The city’s ambitious expansion plans will require major 
investment.an expansion programme BrE an expansion program AmE Such an 

aggressive expansion programme could double the size of the business in five 
years.PREPOSITIONSexpansion of sth The rapid expansion of cities can cause social 
and economic problems.expansion in sth There was a huge expansion in the size of 

the school.PHRASESthe rate of expansion The rate of expansion was slightly slower 
last year.a period of expansion The 1960s was a period of expansion. 

expect /ɪkˈspekt/ verb  to think that something will happen because it seems 

likely or has been plannedADVERBSfully expect sth (=completely) We fully 

expected to win.confidently expect sth (=with a feeling of confidence) He confidently 
expected to be elected again.half expect sth (=partly, but not completely) He walked 

slowly towards the box, half expecting it to explode.really/honestly expect sth I 
didn’t really expect her to come. | Do you honestly expect me to look after the kids 
while you go on holiday?realistically/reasonably expect sth You need to ask 

yourself what you want and what you can realistically expect.rightly expect 
sth (=with good reason) The public rightly expects government officials to be 
honest.hardly expect sth (=used to say that it is not reasonable to expect 

something) You can hardly expect a child of three to understand such a difficult 
concept.be widely expected to do sth (=many people think something will 
happen) The Democrats are widely expected to win the election.PHRASESas 

expected (=in the way that was planned or thought likely to happen) As expected, the 
chairman resigned from his post.sth is (only) to be expected (=used to say that you 
are not surprised by something unpleasant) After all this rain, some flooding is only to 

be expected. | A little nervousness is only to be expected when you are starting a new 
job.it is reasonable/unreasonable to expect sth It’s unreasonable to expect a 
tenant to pay for repairs to the outside of the house.sb is entitled to expect 

sth (=they have the right to think something will happen) You’re entitled to 
expect good service at these prices.sth happens when you least expect it Bad luck 
tends to happen when you least expect it. 

expectation /ˌekspekˈteɪʃən/ noun  what you think or hope will 

happenADJECTIVES/NOUNS + expectationhigh expectations (=expecting that someone 
or something will be very good) Like most parents, we have high expectations for our 

children.great expectations (=very high) Emigrants sailed to America with great 
expectations.low expectations (=expecting that someone or something will not be 
very good) Their expectations of success were pretty low.growing/rising/increased 

expectations China’s growing economy will bring rising expectations of 
wealth.realistic/reasonable expectations The disease is not curable, and patients 
must have realistic expectations. | We had reasonable expectations that we would get a 

good standard of service.unreasonable/unrealistic expectations I think you 
had unrealistic expectations of what could be done in the time.legitimate 
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expectations (=reasonable or based on someone’s rights) The men have legitimate 

expectations of a fair trial.parental/family expectations (=what parents or families 
hope for their children) Parental expectations for a first child tend to be quite 

high.social expectations (=what society expects) Social expectations of masculine 
and feminine behaviour changed drastically during the 1960s and '70s.career 
expectations (=how well someone expects to do in their job) People with low self-

confidence usually have low career expectations.a general/widespread 
expectation (=shared by a lot of people) The general expectation was for married 
couples to have children.VERBShave expectations People 

often have high expectations when they first arrive in the US.raise sb’s 
expectations (=make people expect that something good will happen) The 
government raised expectations, then failed to keep its promises.lower sb’s 

expectations (=expect that something will not be as good) If you can’t afford your 
dream home, you may have to lower your expectations.come up to/live up to sb’s 
expectations (=be as good as someone hoped) The match was boring, and didn’t live 

up to expectations at all.meet/satisfy/fulfil sb’s expectations (=be as good as 
someone hoped) The concert failed to meet the fans’ expectations.exceed/surpass 
(sb’s) expectations (=be even better than someone hoped) The holiday exceeded all 

our expectations.create expectations (=make people expect that something will 
happen) His remarks created expectations that the couple would soon announce their 
marriage.dampen (sb’s) expectations (=make people think that something is less 

likely to happen) These events have dampened expectations of a peace 
agreement.confound (sb’s) expectations (=be different from what someone 
expected, in a way that surprises or confuses them) The play totally confounds the 

audience’s expectations.PREPOSITIONSabove/below expectations Economic growth 
last month was above expectations. | Retail sales in December were well below 
expectations.beyond all expectations (=greater or better than someone 

expected) The plan succeeded beyond all expectations.against/contrary to 
expectations (=very different from what someone expected) Contrary 
to our expectations, the share price actually increased.expectation of sth The 

learner’s expectation of success is often based on past experience.in/with the 
expectation that The weapons had been developed in the expectation that they would 
be used.in the expectation of (doing) sth Anne left Germany in the expectation 

of seeing her family again soon.PHRASESfall below/fall short of (sb’s) 
expectations (=be worse than someone hoped) Our profits last year fell below 
expectations.in line with expectations (=the same as you expected, or similar to 

what you expected) Results were in line with expectations. 

expedition /ˌekspəˈdɪʃən, ˌekspɪˈdɪʃən/ noun  1. a long and carefully organized 

journey, especially to a dangerous or unfamiliar placeADJECTIVESa scientific 

expedition He led the first major British scientific expedition to the Amazon.a military 
expedition The generals decided to launch a military expedition to the region.an 
Arctic/Antarctic expedition I accompanied him on one of his Arctic expeditions.a 

punitive expedition (=in order to punish someone) The army mounted a punitive 
expedition against the local militia groups.VERBSgo on an expedition Swainson went 
on an expedition to Patagonia.make an expedition (=go on an expedition) The 

men made expeditions to Spain, Greece, and Asia Minor to find fossils.set off on an 
expedition also embark on an expedition formal Trent set off on a 
botanical expedition with other students.mount/launch an expedition (=plan, 
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organize, and begin an expedition) Scientists are mounting an expedition to the island 

to study its wildlife.lead an expedition Scott led an expedition to the South 
Pole.expedition + NOUNSan expedition leader Bonington was the expedition leader.an 

expedition member Expedition members built a camp at the second 
site.PREPOSITIONSan expedition to a place He led an expedition to Borneo.on an 
expedition What equipment should we take with us on the expedition?2. a short 

journey in order to do somethingNOUNS + expeditiona shopping expedition (=when 
you go shopping) I took Mary and the kids on a shopping expedition into Manchester.a 
fishing expedition We’re organizing a fishing expedition to the lake for next week.a 

hunting expedition He was joined on his hunting expedition by two local 
guides.VERBSgo on an expedition We decided to go on a shopping expedition to 
London.take someone on an expedition He’s taking the boys on 

a camping expedition next weekend. 

expenditure /ɪkˈspendɪtʃə $ -ər/ noun  the total amount of money that a 

government, organization, or person spends during a particular period of 
timeADJECTIVES/NOUNS + expenditurepublic/government/state 

expenditure (=money a government spends on the services it provides for 
people) The Conservatives want to maintain a firm control on public 

expenditure.national/local expenditure (=money spent by national or local 
government) There have been cuts in local expenditure on 
education.military/defence expenditure (=money that a government spends on the 

armed forces) Military expenditure has been growing each 
year.health/welfare/education expenditure There has been a steady rise 
in welfare expenditure.household expenditure (=the money the people in a house 

spend on food, heating etc) The figures show that household expenditure on fuel has 
risen.total/overall expenditure The company’s total expenditure rose by 
19%.additional/extra expenditure Businesses have been forced to pass on 

the additional expenditure to customers.capital expenditure (=money that a 
company spends on buildings, machinery etc) Capital expenditure on IT equipment will 
come from a different budget.gross/net expenditure (=the total amount a company 

spends before/after tax or costs have been taken away) Spending on research and 
development represents 13% of our gross expenditure.VERBSincrease 
expenditure The company plans to increase capital expenditure by 20% this financial 

year.cut/reduce expenditure The school has been told it must cut 
expenditure.control expenditure The government intends to 
strictly control public expenditure.incur expenditure formal (=have to spend 

money) They will incur additional expenditure on architects’ fees.expenditure rises As 
public expenditure has risen, so have taxes.expenditure 
falls Government expenditure on scientific research has fallen in the last few 

years.PREPOSITIONSexpenditure on sth Expenditure on education has 
increased.expenditure of £5 million/$4 billion etc The government 
proposed expenditure of £10 billion on modernizing the rail network.PHRASESan 

increase/rise in expenditure The government has announced a planned 
4.4% increase in public expenditure.a cut/reduction in expenditure There has been 
a significant cut in expenditure on social and welfare services.an item of 

expenditure (=something a government or person spends money on) Housing is the 
biggest single item of expenditure in most household budgets.the level of 
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expenditure The level of expenditure on military equipment was too 

high.THESAURUS: expenditure→ spending 

expense /ɪkˈspens/ noun  1. the amount of money that you spend on 

somethingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + expensethe extra/additional expense Is it 
worth the extra expense to get a room with a sea view?an unnecessary 
expense Paying extra for leather seats seemed like an unnecessary 

expense.living/household expenses (=money that you spend on basic things such 
as rent, food, and electricity) She receives £80 a week, from which she must pay for all 
her living expenses.legal/medical expenses We had to get a loan to pay for my 

husband’s medical expenses. | The tenant can incur considerable legal 
expenses.VERBSmeet the expenses formal (=pay the necessary money) She did not 
have enough money to meet household expenses.incur an expense formal (=have to 

pay for something) He did not want to incur the expense of upgrading his 
computer.cover an expense (=be enough to pay for something) The payments he 
gets barely cover his expenses.afford the expense of sth What happens to patients 

who cannot afford the expense of private care?PHRASESat 
great/huge/considerable/vast expense (=used when saying that something costs 
a lot of money) The tiles were imported at great expense from Italy. | Recently, and at 

vast expense to the taxpayer, the bridge was rebuilt.at your own expense (=used 
when saying that you pay for something yourself) He had copies of the book printed at 
his own expense.at (the) public expense (=paid for by the public through taxes) The 

bridge was built at public expense.go to the expense of doing sth (=do something 
that costs a lot of money) He didn’t want to go to the expense of buying a suit, so he 
hired one.spare no expense (in doing sth) (=spend a lot of money to buy the best 

things) Her parents spared no expense in arranging the wedding. | Everything has been 
provided tonight – no expense has been spared!2. things that you pay for when you are 
doing your job, which you can ask your employer to pay you back 

for GrammarAlways plural in this meaning. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ expensetravel/travelling expenses The company will pay the travelling 

expenses involved in getting to and from the meeting.business expenses She 
receives an allowance for business expenses.entertainment expenses (=expenses for 
meals, trips etc with people who you are doing business with) When I take clients out 

for a meal, I can put it on entertainment expenses.relocation/moving 
expenses (=expenses when changing where you live or work) We are prepared to pay 
the relocation expenses of successful candidates.reasonable/legitimate 

expenses All reasonable interview expenses will be reimbursed.VERBSpay sb’s 
expenses They agreed to pay my travel expenses.claim expenses If you have to stay 
overnight, you will be able to claim expenses.claim/put sth on expenses (=claim 

money from your employer for it) He claimed the meal on expenses.fiddle your 
expenses BrE informal (=deliberately make a false claim for money) Several MPs were 
accused of fiddling their expenses.reimburse sb’s expenses (=pay the money 

someone has spent for business purposes back to them) Your expenses will be 
reimbursed within one month of receiving the claim. 

expenses /ɪkˈspensɪz/ nounTHESAURUS > spending 

expensive /ɪkˈspensɪv/ adjective  costing a lot of moneyNOUNSexpensive 

clothes/furniture/equipment She spent all her money on expensive clothes.an 
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expensive car/camera/watch/phone There was a big expensive car parked outside 

their house. | He was wearing an expensive watch.an expensive gift/present Her 
boyfriend was always buying her expensive presents.an expensive 

hotel/restaurant We stayed at the most expensive hotel in town.an expensive 
place/area/part Tokyo is one of the world’s most expensive places to live.Don’t say 
an expensive price. Say a high price.ADVERBSrather expensive also quite 

expensive BrE The food’s quite expensive.too expensive Private medical insurance 
is too expensive for many people.ridiculously/outrageously/horrendously 
expensive (=extremely expensive, in a way that seems shocking) Room service in the 

hotel was ridiculously expensive.astronomically/phenomenally 
expensive (=extremely expensive) The drug is phenomenally expensive.prohibitively 
expensive (=too expensive, with the result that most people cannot afford to buy 

something) HIV medicines are still prohibitively expensive for sufferers in 
Africa.VERBSlook/seem/sound expensive At £75, the concert 
tickets seemed rather expensive. | Her clothes look very expensive.PHRASESsth is 

expensive to make/produce/buy Handmade furniture is expensive to produce.sb 
has expensive tastes (=they want to have things that are very expensive) His wife 
has very expensive tastes.sth was an expensive mistake (=it resulted in someone 

having to spend a lot of money) Choosing the wrong builder turned out to be 

an expensive mistake.THESAURUS: 

expensivehighrent | fee | price | cost | taxhigh rents, fees, taxes etc cost a lot of  

money:Rents are very high in Manhattan. | Lawyers charge high fees. | Drivers are 

complaining about the high price of fuel. | Students have problems because of the high  

cost of accommodation. | If people want better public services, they’ll have to  

pay higher taxes. High is the usual word to use before these nouns,  

not expensive.You also use high when talking about  

someone’s wages/salary/pay/income: Bankers are paid high  

salaries. pricey /ˈpraɪsi/ informalexpensive – used when something costs more than  

you want to pay:She looked at the menu. Everything was very pricey. | The clothes are  

beautiful but pricey.overpricedtoo expensive and not worth the price:The restaurant  

was overpriced and the food wasn’t very good. | The tickets are ridiculously  

overpriced. | The shop sells overpriced  

souvenirs.costlymistake | failure | business | exercise | process | lawsuit | legal  

battle | delayif something is costly, it results in you having to pay a lot of money :The 

decision turned out to be a costly mistake. | The project was a costly failure and he 

lost a lot of money. | Caring for all these animals is a costly business. | Moving house 

can be a costly exercise. | A lawsuit would be costly and we would probably  

lose. | They were hoping to avoid a costly legal battle. | The strike caused a costly  

delay in delivering the goods. You also use costly mistake about a mistake that  

causes you a lot of problems: Leaving their best player out of the team was a costly  
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mistake. astronomicalprice | cost | amount | sum | rate | feeextremely  

expensive:The painting was sold for an astronomical  

price. | Housing costs are astronomical here. | Fifteen pounds was an astronomical  

amount of money in those days. | His paintings sell for astronomical sums of  

money. | Their interest rates are astronomical. | The director wanted an astronomical  

fee.exorbitant /ɪɡˈzɔːbətənt, ɪɡˈzɔːbɪtənt $ -ɔːr-/fee | price | rent | amount of  

money | ratemuch too expensive:Some accountants charge exorbitant fees. | It’s a  

nice hotel, but the prices are exorbitant. | We can’t afford to buy a house,  

and rents are exorbitant. | The call cost an exorbitant amount of money. | The building  

was being rented at an exorbitant rate. If something is too expensive for someone,  

you can say they cannot afford it: Young people cannot afford to live in the area.If  

something looks expensive, you can say that it must have cost a lot of money: The  

house looked like it must have cost a lot of money. ANTONYMS → cheap 

experience /ɪkˈspɪəriəns $ -ˈspɪr-/ noun  1. knowledge or skill that you gain 

from doing a job or activity, or the process of doing thisADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ experienceconsiderable/extensive experience Margaret has considerable 

experience of hospital work.long experience His long experience of management 
enabled him to give us some useful advice.useful/valuable experience That summer 
he got some valuable experience working in a tax office.invaluable 

experience (=extremely useful) Playing in the under-21 team gives these young 
players invaluable experience.relevant experience (=that directly relates to a job, 
subject, or problem) Applicants need a degree and two years of relevant 

experience.past/previous experience He had no previous experience of running a 
farm.practical/hands-on experience (=gained from doing something, not from 

books or study) The classes provide students with some practical experience of 
computers.direct/first-hand experience (=gained by doing something yourself) She 
has no first-hand experience of dealing with sick children.teaching/nursing etc 

experience Preference will be given to candidates with teaching experience.work 
experience (=experience of working in a job) Students will spend three months 
doing work experience.professional experience He was younger and had 

less professional experience.VERBShave experience You must have experience of 
working with children.get experience also gain experience formal He suggested that 
I should gain some experience in the travel industry.lack experience (=not have 

enough experience) Some students lack experience writing essays.broaden/widen 
your experience (=increase the amount of different experience you have) After six 
years with the bank, he went to work in New York to broaden his experience.use your 

experience She was able to use her experience in public relations to promote the 
event.PREPOSITIONSexperience of sth Bella had ten years’ experience of team 
management.experience in sth She lacked experience in the entertainment 

industry.experience as a teacher/salesperson/manager etc Firaz has 
considerable experience as a journalist.PHRASEStwo years’/50 years’ etc 
experience Carla has over 25 years’ experience in the IT industry.lack of 
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experience My colleagues kept making comments about my lack of experience.a 

wealth of experience (=a lot of useful experience) Between them, the team members 
have a wealth of experience.breadth of experience (=the amount of experience that 

someone has) Mature workers have a breadth of experience which is lacking in younger 
workers.2. knowledge that you gain about life and the world by being in different 
situations and meeting different people, or the process of gaining 

thisADJECTIVES/NOUNS + experiencepersonal experience She spoke from personal 
experience about the harmful effects of taking drugs.first-hand experience (=gained 
from doing something yourself) Her father had been badly affected by his first-hand 

experience of living in a war zone.bitter experience (=that makes you feel 
disappointed or upset) I knew from bitter experience how unreliable she could be.life 
experience (=experience that comes from life) Older people have life 

experience which is a great asset.VERBSknow/learn from experience Janet knew 
from experience that love doesn’t always last.speak from experience The 
miners spoke from experience about the dangers of their work.lack experience These 

young men lack experience and social skills.experience suggests/shows 
sth Experience suggests that many criminals commit crimes from an early 
age.experience teaches sb sth Experience has taught me to read a document 

carefully before signing it.use your experience also draw on (your) 
experience formal He has over 50 years of experience that he can draw 
on.PREPOSITIONSthrough/from/by experience Good judgment comes 

gradually through experience.in sb’s experience In my experience, children like 
getting muddy.PHRASESlack of experience He was embarrassed about his lack of 
experience with women.3. something that happens to you or something you do, 

especially when this has an effect on what you feel or thinkADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ experiencea good/pleasant/enjoyable experience We want to make 
the experience as enjoyable as possible. | On the whole, going to boarding school was a 

good experience for him. | She recalled pleasant experiences from her past.a 
bad/unpleasant experience I’ve had some bad experiences when I’ve been 
travelling on my own.a positive/negative experience The entire experience has 

been very positive. | Many people reported having negative experiences when dealing 
with their local council.an interesting experience I had an interesting 
experience yesterday.a memorable/unforgettable experience (=one that you will 

remember for a long time) Meeting the Queen was a memorable experience.a painful 
experience Her family supported her through the painful experience.a 
frightening/terrifying experience The attack was truly a terrifying experience for 

her.a traumatic/harrowing experience (=extremely shocking and upsetting) Having 
an operation can be a traumatic experience for a child.an everyday/commonplace 
experience (=one that is typical of normal life) The sound of gunfire is an everyday 

experience in the city.a new experience Life in London was a whole new 
experience for me.childhood experiences Our childhood experiences make us what 
we are as adults.an early experience She believes that depression often relates 

to early experiences.a formative experience (=one that has an important influence 
on the way someone develops) The trip was probably the most formative experience of 

my life.a religious experience As a young man he had a profound religious 
experience.VERBShave an experience I had a similar experience last year.talk 
about/share your experiences They meet monthly to share their experiences.relive 

an experience (=remember or imagine it so that you have the same feelings 
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again) He had been forced to relive the experience in court.PREPOSITIONSexperience 

of (doing) sth This was my first experience of living on my own.a bad/interesting 
etc experience for sb We want to make reading an enjoyable experience 

for children.PHRASESbe quite an experience BrE (=used when something had a 
strong effect on you) Meeting him was quite an experience. 

experienced /ɪkˈspɪəriənst $ -ˈspɪr-/ adjective  having skills or knowledge 

because you have done something often or for a long timeNOUNSan experienced 

player/skier/rider Mick is a very experienced player and will be an excellent addition 
to the team.an experienced driver/pilot/sailor It’s better to travel with 
an experienced driver.an experienced teacher/manager/politician Experienced 

teachers know what kind of behavior to expect.an experienced member Yvonne is 
one of the most experienced members of the crew.an experienced user The books 
are written by experienced users.experienced staff/workforce/team/crew Classes 

are led by experienced staff.ADVERBSvery/highly experienced The company has 
a highly experienced workforce of engineers.extremely/vastly experienced They 
have a number of vastly experienced players.PREPOSITIONSbe experienced in/at 

(doing) sth They are experienced in running training courses.THESAURUS: 

experiencedveteranpolitician | leader | campaigner | player | actor | fighter 

| member | broadcasterused about someone who has been doing something for a  

very long time and is respected by other people:He is a veteran politician and a former  

ambassador to the United Nations. | Le Duc Tho, a veteran leader of the Communist  

Party, died aged 79. | Sister Christine is a veteran campaigner against corruption. | We 

have two veteran players who we can rely on. | The film 

stars veteran Hollywood actor Dustin  

Hoffman.seasonedtraveller | professional | performer | campaigner | observer |

 veteranused about someone who has done something regularly for a long time, and 

knows all the problems involved:It’s best to take as little luggage as possible, as  

every seasoned traveller knows. | She’s a seasoned professional, and I can’t see her  

having any difficulties. | Parker was by that time a seasoned performer on the jazz  

scene. | The two candidates are both seasoned campaigners. | Jenkins is  

a seasoned political observer who writes for the New York Times. | The pilots were a  

mixture of new arrivals and seasoned veterans (=people who have been doing  

something for a long 

time).hardenedcriminal | terrorist | professional | politician | reporterused 

about someone who has committed a lot of serious crimes, or someone who has a lot  

of experience and is not easily shocked or affected by something:Seven men, some of  

them hardened criminals, have escaped from jail. | The ambulance workers  

are hardened professionals. | Even hardened crime reporters were horrified by some of  

the details of the case.practised BrE practiced AmEeye | easegood at doing  

something, because you have a lot of experience:He looked at the painting with  

a practised eye (=he had a lot of experience and was good at noticing things). | Ben 
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turned the boat around with practised ease. | They were practised in the art  

of negotiation (=good at negotiating, because you have a lot of experience). In more  

informal English you can also say that someone is an old hand (=he or she has a lot  

of experience): The rest of the team are all old hands.  

experiment /ɪkˈsperəmənt, ɪkˈsperɪmənt/ noun  a test that is done in order to 

discover somethingADJECTIVESa scientific/medical/psychological 
experiment Astronauts performed scientific experiments during the flight.a simple 
experiment In a simple experiment, he gave yellow and green grasshoppers a choice 

between yellow and green backgrounds.a practical experiment (=one that relates to 
real situations or events, not scientific theories) The research team compiled a set 
of practical experiments in Modern Astronomy.a controlled experiment (=one that is 

done using correct scientific methods) The theory has not yet been tested by a 
properly controlled experiment.NOUNS + experimenta laboratory experiment (=one 
that takes place in a laboratory) They did a series of laboratory experiments on human 

sleep patterns.a field experiment (=one that takes place in the real world, not in a 
laboratory) In our field experiments, we used patients who did not know that it was a 
test situation.animal experiments (=experiments using animals) I think most animal 

experiments are cruel and unnecessary.VERBSdo/carry out an 
experiment They carried out a series of experiments to test their theory.Don’t 
say make an experiment.perform/conduct an experiment formal (=do an 

experiment) The laboratory began conducting experiments on rats.try an 
experiment He decided to try a simple experiment.repeat an experiment The 
researchers obtained similar results when they repeated their experiment.an 

experiment shows/proves/demonstrates sth His experiment showed that lightning 
was a kind of electricity. | The experiment proved that fabrics treated with the chemical 
are much less likely to catch fire.an experiment suggests/indicates 

sth Experiments suggest that the disease is carried by flies.an experiment to 
test/measure/find out sth We did an experiment to test the acidity of the 
soil.PREPOSITIONSan experiment on sb/sth I don’t agree with experiments 

on animals.an experiment with sb/sth In 1936 he had started his experiments with 
wheat-free diets. | The company carries out experiments with crops such as 
tomatoes.an experiment in sth Experiments in psychology have shown how our 

beliefs can be altered.in an experiment In this experiment, different metal objects 
were left in water to see if they rusted.by experiment It has been shown by 
experiment that this substance is harmful to plants.PHRASESthe results of an 

experiment The results of the experiment supported her theory.THESAURUS: 

experiment→ research1 

expert1 AC /ˈekspɜːt $ -ɜːrt/ noun  someone who has special knowledge of a 

subject, or a special skillADJECTIVES/NOUNS + experta leading/top expert He is one 

of the country’s leading experts on climate change.a world/international 
expert (=someone who knows more about something than most people in the 
world) She is a world expert on tropical diseases.a great expert I’m not really a great 

expert on Japanese food.a medical/legal/financial etc expert Medical experts agree 
that screening can prevent deaths from breast cancer.a health/safety/computer etc 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [792] 

expert Some air safety experts have expressed concern.an 

acknowledged/recognized expert (=someone who people agree is an expert) The 
authors are acknowledged experts in this field.a renowned expert (=a famous 

expert) He is a renowned legal expert.an independent expert (=someone who is not 
connected with an organization or the government) The authorities called in an 
independent expert to advise them.a so-called expert (=someone who says they are 

an expert, but who you do not respect very much) There are many so-called 
experts willing to tell you how to bring up your children.VERBStalk to/consult an 
expert If cracks appear in your house, you should consult an expert to find out what is 

causing the problem.experts advise/recommend sth Most financial experts 
recommend that you don’t borrow money on credit cards.NOUNSexpert 
advice/help Get some expert advice before investing in a property. | Drug users can 

get expert help at this new treatment centre.expert knowledge He has expert 
knowledge of the plants and animals in this area.expert opinion Expert opinion on the 
matter is deeply divided.expert evidence/testimony Two psychiatrists were called to 

give expert testimony at the trial.expert tuition (=teaching by someone who knows a 
lot about a subject) We offer expert tuition by top sportsmen and women.expert 
eye (=the eyes of someone who knows a lot about something) To the expert eye, this 

is a rare example of early Roman pottery.PREPOSITIONSan expert on/in sth He is an 
expert on beetles.PHRASESa team/panel of experts You can get advice from our 
panel of gardening experts.an expert in the field of sth We consulted an expert in 

the field of genetic engineering.the advice of an expert The government has 

ignored the advice of its own experts.THESAURUS: expertspecialistan expert  

who has studied a particular medical or technical subject for a long time and knows 

much more about it than other people:She is a specialist in corporate finance. | My 

doctor sent me to see a heart specialist.authorityan expert whose knowledge and 

opinions are greatly respected:The professor is one of the world’s leading authorities  

on African art.connoisseuran expert on food, art, literature, or design, who has had a  

lot of experience and knows when something is of very good quality:He was  

a connoisseur of fine wines. | His works are popular among 

connoisseurs.buff informalsomeone who is very interested in a subject and knows a lot  

about it:a wine buff | Jazz buffs will be familiar with the band’s first album.virtuosoan 

expert player or performer:The piece was played by violin virtuoso Pavel Sporcl. | She 

is a virtuoso pianist.  

expert2 /ˈekspɜːt $ -ɜːrt/ adjective  THESAURUS > skillful 

expertise AC /ˌekspɜːˈtiːz $ -ɜːr-/ noun  special skills or knowledge in a 

particular subject, that you learn by experience or trainingADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ expertiseconsiderable/extensive/great expertise (=a lot) The Marine Pollution 
Control Unit has considerable expertise in dealing with oil spills.professional 

expertise (=skills requiring education and special training) A health and safety 
inspector will be glad to give you the benefit of his professional 
expertise.special/specialist expertise (=a lot of knowledge about a particular 

subject) Our haulage company has specialist expertise in transporting hi-tech 
products.medical/scientific/technical/legal expertise How can an individual 
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without medical expertise make such a decision? | His father, also a lawyer, used 

his legal expertise to help civil rights groups.managerial/management 
expertise Does he have the management expertise required to make the department 

more productive?business expertise (=skill at operating a business or company) She 
was employed because of her business expertise.relevant expertise All the applicants 
had the relevant expertise for the job.VERBShave expertise The rescue 

workers have a lot of expertise in dealing with this type of emergency.need/require 
expertise (=used about a job, task etc) It’s a specialist job that requires 
expertise.lack expertise The country lacks the expertise, equipment, and funds to deal 

with the disaster.develop expertise also acquire/gain expertise formal Many 
administrators develop great expertise within their specialized areas.share/pool 
expertise By sharing knowledge and expertise we can make the town a better place to 

live.use sb’s expertise also draw on sb’s expertise formal The course draws 
on the expertise of lecturers at the city’s three universities.PREPOSITIONSexpertise in 
sth The inspection will be carried out by someone with expertise in language 

teaching.PHRASESsb’s area/field of expertise (=the subject or activity that someone 
is skilled in) She is a historian whose area of expertise is the Roman 
Empire.degree/level of expertise Different financial advisers will have different levels 

of expertise.range of expertise The committee hopes to draw on a wide range of 
expertise from different institutions.a lack of expertise His lack of expertise in running 
such a large factory led to serious problems. 

expire /ɪkˈspaɪə $ -ˈspaɪr/ verb  THESAURUS > end2 (1) 

explain /ɪkˈspleɪn/ verb  1. to tell someone about something in a way that is 

clear and easy to understandADVERBScarefully explain sth He carefully explained the 
situation to me.politely/patiently explain sth She politely explained that she could 

not give out any information about a client.briefly explain sth Could you just explain 
briefly why you are here?clearly explain sth The meanings of technical terms are 
clearly explained in the glossary at the back.PREPOSITIONSexplain sth to sb If you 

explain the problem to your teacher, she may be able to help.explain about sth Would 
you explain about this equipment – what is it for?PHRASESI can explain (=used when 
you want the chance to explain a situation that seems bad) Tony, please calm down. I 

can explain.let me explain (=used when you are going to explain something that 
seems complicated, surprising, or bad) It’s really quite simple. Let me explain...be 

hard/difficult to explain It’s hard to explain why it upset me so much.explain sth in 
a few words (=briefly) I’ll start by explaining in a few words what my research is 

about.THESAURUS: explaintellto explain something. People often  

use tell instead of explain in everyday conversation:He told me how to get to his  

house. | The book tells you how to improve your health through diet.showto explain to  

someone how to do something by doing it while they watch you:Ellen showed me how 

to work the coffee maker.demonstrate /ˈdemənstreɪt/to explain to someone how to do  

something by doing it while they watch you, especially when it is part of your job:The 

cabin crew demonstrated the safety procedures to the passengers. | A qualified  

instructor will demonstrate how to use the equipment properly.go through sthto  

explain something carefully, especially one step at a time:Mrs Riddell went through the 

homework assignment.set out sthto explain a series of ideas, reasons or opinions in  
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an organized way in writing or in a speech:In his speech, he intended to set out the 

party’s policies on education.2. to show why something happens or is 

trueADVERBSsatisfactorily explain sth (=in a way that seems likely to be 

correct) These mysterious events were not satisfactorily explained until recently.partly 
explain sth She had not slept very well, which partly explains why she was in such a 
bad mood.PHRASEShelp to explain sth Differences in diet help to explain differences 

in life expectancy between the two countries.go a long way/some way to 
explaining sth (=explain most/part of the reason for something) If we could find a 
genetic link, it would go a long way to explaining why some people seem to gain weight 

more easily. 

explanation /ˌekspləˈneɪʃən/ noun  the reason for something happening, or a 

reason that someone givesADJECTIVESa good explanation Can you think of a good 
explanation why this happens?a satisfactory/adequate explanation No satisfactory 

explanation has been found for this decline.the most likely/probable 
explanation (=one that is probably true) The most likely explanation is that John 
missed the bus. | The most probable explanation is that the water was contaminated.a 

possible explanation One possible explanation is that he may have forgotten that 
there was a meeting today.a plausible/convincing/reasonable explanation (=one 

that seems likely to be true) Pilot error is the most plausible explanation for the 
crash.an alternative/different explanation This led us to consider an alternative 
explanation.an obvious explanation There is no obvious explanation for his strange 

behaviour.a simple explanation He has a simple explanation for the book’s success.a 
logical/rational/scientific explanation There is no logical explanation for this 
feeling. | It can’t be a ghost – there must be some scientific explanation.an innocent 

explanation (=an explanation in which someone is not involved in doing something 
bad) She insists there is a more innocent explanation.further explanation No further 
explanation is necessary.VERBSgive/offer/provide an explanation The 

police gave no explanation for their actions. | This theory may provide an 
explanation for the origins of the universe.put forward/propose an 
explanation Another team of researchers proposed a different explanation.find/think 

of/come up with an explanation Scientists have been unable to find an explanation 
for this phenomenon.ask for/demand/want an explanation Furious parents are 
demanding an explanation from the school. | When I asked for an explanation, the 

people at the office said they didn’t know.have an explanation I 
don’t have any explanation for his behaviour.owe (sb) an explanation (=should give 
someone an explanation) I think you owe me some kind of explanation.accept an 

explanation (=believe that it is true or correct) The court accepted her 
explanation.need/require an explanation We think the minister’s decision requires 
an explanation.wait for an explanation She continued to stare at him in 

silence, waiting for an explanation.the explanation lies in sth (=is related to 
something) The explanation lies in the structure of atoms.PREPOSITIONSan 
explanation for/of sth They were not satisfied with his explanation of events.an 

explanation as to why/how She offered no explanation as to why she had gone 
home.without explanation He used to disappear for long periods without 
explanation.PHRASESby way of explanation (=as an explanation) “I had a train to 

catch,” she said by way of explanation.there is no apparent explanation (=used 
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when there is no explanation that you can think of) There was no apparent 

explanation for the attack. 

explode /ɪkˈspləʊd $ -ˈsploʊd/ verb  if a bomb explodes or you explode it, it 

bursts violently into small pieces, usually with a loud noise and in a way that causes 

damageNOUNSa bomb explodes A bomb exploded on a crowded subway train, killing 
over 50 people.sb explodes a bomb Far sooner than anyone thought possible, the 

Russians exploded an atomic bomb. You can also use explode when saying that  

something suddenly and violently bursts into pieces: The plane exploded as it hit the  

ground. PHRASESa bomb/weapon/device fails to explode The device was thrown 

at an army patrol but failed to explode.THESAURUS: explodeTO EXPLODEgo 

offbombif a bomb goes off, it explodes. Go off is less formal than explode and is the 

usual phrase to use in everyday English:Luckily the station was empty when the bomb 

went off. | As many as ten bombs went off across the city, most of them car  

bombs.blow upplane | ship | car | rocketif something blows up, it bursts suddenly  

and violently into pieces, causing a lot of damage:The plane blew up in mid-air,  

killing all the passengers and crew. | In early 1986, a US space shuttle blew up shortly  

after launch.erupt /ɪˈrʌpt/volcanoif a volcano erupts, it explodes and sends smoke 

and rock into the skyburstpipe | tyre | balloonif something that has air or liquid  

inside it bursts, it explodes and the air or liquid comes out:One of the water pipes had 

burst. | The plane caught fire after one of its tyres burst on landing.TO MAKE 

SOMETHING EXPLODEset offto make a bomb explode, either deliberately or  

accidentally. Set off is less formal than explode and is the usual phrase to use in  

everyday English:The group set off a bomb outside a crowded café in Izmir last  

September. | Police say radio signals were probably used to set the bomb 

off.detonate /ˈdetəneɪt/to make a bomb explode, especially by using special  

equipment. Detonate is a more technical word than set off:Army experts detonated  

the bomb safely in a nearby field. | The 200 kg bomb was detonated by terrorists using  

a remote-control device.let off BrEto deliberately make a bomb explode:Terrorists let  

off a bomb in the city centre. | The bomb was let off shortly before 3 p.m.blow upto  

make a building, car, plane etc explode:He was involved in a plot to blow up a  

passenger jet. | He struck a match and blew the whole place up.  

exploit /ɪkˈsplɔɪt/ verb  THESAURUS > use1 

explorer /ɪkˈsplɔːrə $ -ər/ noun [C]  someone who travels through an unknown 

area to find out about itADJECTIVES/NOUNS + explorera European/Spanish/French 

etc explorer European explorers discovered the temple in the 19th century.a great 
explorer Marco Polo was the great explorer who travelled across Asia.the first 
explorers He was one of the first explorers to see an American buffalo.an early 

explorer The early explorers were looking for new lands and trading opportunities.an 
intrepid explorer (=an explorer who is willing to go to dangerous places) The 
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two intrepid explorers became the first people to travel across the US.an 

Arctic/Antarctic/Polar explorer Perry was following in the footsteps of other Arctic 
explorers.a space explorer One day space explorers will set up a base on Mars. 

explosion /ɪkˈspləʊʒən $ -ˈsploʊ-/ noun  1. a loud sound and the energy 

produced by something such as a bomb bursting into small piecesADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ explosiona huge/massive/tremendous explosion A huge explosion tore the roof 
off the building.a powerful explosion A powerful explosion took place outside an army 

training center.a loud explosion We heard several loud explosions followed by a long 
silence.a muffled explosion (=one that is not heard very clearly) He reported hearing 
a muffled explosion from deep inside the mine.a bomb explosion He was fatally 

injured in a bomb explosion.a nuclear/atomic explosion This is the site of the first 
ever nuclear explosion.a gas explosion Firefighters say that a gas explosion destroyed 
the building.a controlled explosion (=one in which a bomb is exploded safely) Bomb 

disposal experts carried out a series of controlled explosions.VERBScause an 
explosion The police do not yet know what caused the explosion.set off/trigger an 
explosion (=cause an explosion) Investigators believe a fuel leak may 

have triggered the explosion.an explosion takes place/happens also an explosion 
occurs formal The largest explosion took place at the city’s main post office.an 

explosion shakes sth A series of explosions shook the building.an explosion 
destroys sth Seven people died when an explosion destroyed the bus.carry out an 
explosion (=cause one deliberately) By 1942, the United States had carried 

out test explosions with nuclear bombs.hear an explosion I heard the explosion and 
ran for my life.2. a sudden or quick increase in the number or amount of 
somethingADJECTIVESa sudden explosion There was a sudden explosion of interest in 

the sport.NOUNS + explosiona population explosion At the turn of the century, the 
city saw a population explosion.PHRASESan explosion of interest in sth There has 
been an explosion of interest in his work.an explosion of violence The army had to 

cope with the explosion of violence that followed the elections.an explosion of 
anger The verdict was greeted by an explosion of public anger.an explosion of 
colour BrE an explosion of color AmE literary After the rain, the desert bloomed in 

an explosion of color. 

export AC /ˈekspɔːt $ -ɔːrt/ noun  the business of selling and sending goods to 

other countries, or a product that is sold to another countryADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ exporta country’s major/main/principal export Coffee is the country’s main 
export.oil/agricultural/manufacturing exports Oil exports from Iraq have 
resumed.British/US etc exports British exports to Europe are at their lowest level 

since April.invisible exports (=exports of services such as banking or insurance, 
rather than of goods) Most of the country’s earnings come from invisible exports such 
as banking services.exports are up/down (=they have increased or 

decreased) Exports to China are up by 25%.export + VERBSexports 
increase/rise/grow Electronics exports grew more slowly than in previous 
years.exports fall/decline/drop Exports of gas and oil continued to fall.exports 

account for sth (=form a particular part of a total) Exports currently account for 37% 
of sales.VERBS + exportboost exports (=make them increase) The government wants 
to boost exports and create employment.encourage exports Kenya used subsidies 

to encourage exports.ban exports The government banned exports of wood from the 
rainforest.export + NOUNSan export market The US is our second largest export 
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market.export earnings/revenue (=money made from exports) Oil and gas provide 

40% of Norway’s export earnings.export sales/figures Export sales are down on last 
year. | The latest export figures look good.export trade Most of the country’s export 

trade is with Russia.an export licence BrE an export license AmE (=an official 
document giving you permission to sell something to another country) You will have to 
submit an application for an export licence.export 

controls/restrictions/quotas (=official limits on the number of exports) The 
European Parliament wants tougher export controls on certain goods. | The number of 
goods subject to import and export quotas is being reduced.an export ban also a ban 

on exports The ban on exports was lifted in June.PREPOSITIONSexports to the 
US/Japan/Germany etc Exports to the US were up by 50%.for export They produce 
goods for export.PHRASESa growth/rise/increase in exports The electronics sector 

has seen a 16% growth in exports.a fall/decline/drop in exports There has been a 

decline in exports and an increase in oil prices.THESAURUS: 

export→ productANTONYMS → import 

express1 /ɪkˈspres/ verb  to tell or show people what you are feeling or thinking 

by using words, looks, or actionsADVERBSexpress sth openly (=express a feeling in a 

way that is obvious to other people) They expressed their anger openly in the 
meeting.express sth publicly Republicans have publicly expressed their concerns 
about his appointment.express sth privately Humphrey had privately 

expressed serious reservations about the war.express sth clearly He expresses his 
views very clearly.express sth freely I’m proud of living in a country where ideas and 
beliefs can be freely expressed.NOUNSexpress your views/opinions/ideas Everyone 

who attends the meeting will be given the opportunity 
to express their opinions.express your feelings He found it difficult 
to express his feelings.express an interest in sth Many property developers 

have expressed an interest in buying the land.express concern (=say or show that 
you are worried) Economic analysts have expressed concern about the possibility of a 
recession.express regret He has expressed regret over the remarks he made.express 

doubts/reservations Environmentalists began to express doubts about the benefits of 
biofuels.express surprise/shock She expressed surprise that anyone thought he was 
guilty.express anger Teachers have expressed anger at the government’s education 

reforms.express your thanks/gratitude/appreciation (=say thank you to 
someone, in a speech) On behalf of the team, I’d like to express our appreciation for all 
your efforts.express your support/opposition The Israeli leader expressed his 

support for the US plan. | Local people have expressed their opposition to plans for a 
new airport.express your grief/sorrow/sympathy I couldn’t find words 

to express my grief. | I wrote to his widow expressing our sympathy.express 
confidence His legal team expressed confidence that they would win the case.express 
your hopes/desires Nadia expressed her hopes about remaining in San Diego County 

with her two children.express a willingness to do sth (=say or show that you are 
willing to do it) The unions expressed a willingness to have talks with the 
employers.PREPOSITIONSexpress sth in/by/through sth She expressed her 

disgust in a letter to a national newspaper.PHRASESexpress yourself (=say or show 
what you think or feel) Young people like to express themselves through the way they 
dress.a chance/opportunity to express sth The debate will give MPs an opportunity 
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to express their views.words cannot express sth (=it is impossible to describe 

something) Words can’t express how much I miss her. 

express2 /ɪkˈspres/ adjective  THESAURUS > fast1 (1) 

expression /ɪkˈspreʃən/ noun  1. a look on someone’s face that shows what 

they are thinking or feelingADJECTIVESsb’s facial expression (=the expression on 
someone’s face) Victor’s facial expression never changed throughout the interview.a 
thoughtful expression (=one that shows you are thinking about something) She 

listened to his story with a thoughtful expression on her face.a blank/vacant 
expression (=one that shows no emotion or interest) He said nothing in class – he just 
sat there with a blank expression.a serious/worried/anxious expression “Is there 

any news?” she asked with an anxious expression. | His expression changed and 
became more serious.a surprised/shocked expression He didn’t need to speak – 
his shocked expression said it all.an angry/furious expression Her father rushed into 

the room with an angry expression on his face.a puzzled/baffled/bewildered 
expression (=one that shows you are confused) Dan looked at the sign with a puzzled 
expression.a stern expression (=very strict) I saw from Aunty Kitty’s stern 

expression that she was not amused.an innocent expression “It was so late,” she 
continued with an innocent expression, “I had to stay the night.”a pained 
expression (=one that shows you are upset or hurt) A pained expression crossed 

Rory’s face when he saw them together.a dazed expression (=that shows you are 
unable to think clearly, especially because of a shock or accident) He was sitting on the 
ground with a dazed expression on his face.a glazed expression (=that shows you 

are not aware of the things around you) From her glazed expression, he knew she had 
been taking drugs.a smug expression (=that shows too much satisfaction with your 
own cleverness or success) Peter was wearing an unbearably smug expression and 

waving the tickets in front of me.VERBShave an expression (on your 
face) also wear an expression formal He had a puzzled expression on his face. | The 
pilot’s face wore an expression of extreme relief.change your expression The child 

did not cry or change her expression.watch sb’s expression “Why do you want to 
know?” Elizabeth asked, watching his expression closely.see sb’s expression You 
should have seen the expression on his face when I said I was leaving!read sb’s 

expression (=understand how someone is feeling by looking at their expression) In 
the half light, Ellen could not read his expression.sb’s expression changes Suddenly, 

her expression changed.an expression crosses sb’s face (=it appears on their 
face) Dean looked towards Meredith, and a surprised expression 
crossed his face.PREPOSITIONSan expression of surprise/shock/anxiety etc He 

looked at me with an expression of shock.the expression on sb’s face I could tell 
by the expression on her face that she was angry.PHRASESa lack of expression I was 
surprised at the lack of expression on his face.be devoid of expression formal (=have 

no expression on your face) His face was totally devoid of expression, but I could sense 

his anger.THESAURUS: expressionlookan expression – used especially with  

adjectives that describe the expression. Look sounds less formal than expression:She 

had a sad look on her face. | With a look of relief, he handed her the baby. | She gave 

me a dirty look (=a look that showed she was angry). | What’s that look for?faceused 

when talking about someone’s expression, especially in the following phrases:You 

should have seen his face! | The boys were making faces (=making strange, silly, or  
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rude expressions which show that you dislike someone )through the window. | Look at  

my face. Am I bothered?DIFFERENT TYPES OF EXPRESSIONsmilean expression in which  

your mouth curves upwards, when you are being friendly or are happy or  

amused:She gave him a quick smile. | I might tell him what I really think of his work -

 that'll take the smile off his face.frownthe expression on your face when you move 

your eyebrows together because you are angry, unhappy, or confused:"So what’s  

wrong with that?" she asked with a frown. | He seems to have a permanent frown on 

his face.scowlan angry or disapproving expression:There was a scowl of irritation on 

his face. | Her father gave her a scowl and went back to reading his newspaper.glarea 

long angry look:He gave her a furious glare, but said nothing.grimacean expression  

you make by twisting your face because you do not like something or because you are 

feeling pain:When he tried to stand up, his face twisted into a grimace.sneeran 

expression that shows you have no respect for something or someone. Sneer sounds  

rather nasty and unkind:"I suppose you think you're smarter than me," she said with a  

sneer.smirkan expression in which you smile in an unpleasant way that shows you are 

pleased by someone else’s bad luck or that you think you are better than other  

people:He had a self-satisfied smirk on his face.poutan expression in which you push  

out your lower lip because you are unhappy that you did not get what you 

want:“You’re going away?” she said with a pout.THESAURUS: 

expression→ phrase2. a word or group of words with a particular 

meaningADJECTIVESa common expression ‘Out to lunch’ is a common 
expression which means ‘crazy’.an old-fashioned/outdated expression ‘In the 

family way’ is an old-fashioned expression which means ‘pregnant’.an idiomatic 
expression Try to avoid using idiomatic expressions in essays.a figurative 
expression (=one in which words are not used with their literal meaning) ‘Boiling with 

rage’ is a figurative expression which means ‘very angry’.a coarse/vulgar 
expression (=rude) He came out with some vulgar expressions that I couldn’t possibly 
repeat.an American/English etc expression She remembered the American 

expression her mother had always used: ‘Life’s a breeze’.VERBSuse an 
expression Lawyers often use expressions that are hard for ordinary people to 
understand.coin an expression (=invent it) He coined the expression ‘war on 

terror’.an expression means sth Do you know what the expression ‘go ballistic’ 
means?PHRASESif you’ll pardon/forgive the expression (=used when you have said 
a word or phrase that might offend someone) He didn’t seem to give a damn, if 

you’ll pardon the expression.3. something you say, write, or do that shows what you 
think or feelPHRASESfreedom of expression (=the right to say what you think without 
being punished) Students protested, demanding greater freedom of expression.a 

means/form of expression Art is not just a means of expression, it is also a means 
of communication. | Music and painting are two completely different forms of 
expression.sb’s powers of expression formal (=the ability to express what you feel) I 

tried to write about how I felt, but my powers of expression failed me.an expression 
of regret/sympathy/concern The military has not offered any expression of 
regret over the death of civilians. | There was no apology or expression of sympathy for 
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what she had suffered. | His release from prison provoked expressions of concern from 

the public.ADJECTIVESmusical/literary/poetic expression (=expressing something 
as poetry or in literature) Charlie Parker took jazz to a new level of musical 

expression.creative/artistic expression (=expressing something through art) They 
work with the children to encourage creative expression.VERBSgive expression to 
sth formal (=express something) In the book, he gives expression to his political 

ideals. 

exquisite /ɪkˈskwɪzət, ˈekskwɪ-/ adjective  THESAURUS > beautiful 

extent /ɪkˈstent/ noun  how large or serious something such as a problem, 

injury, or crime isADJECTIVESthe full extent He refused to reveal the full extent of his 

debts.the actual/true extent Rescue workers still do not know the true extent of the 
disaster.VERBSknow/realize the extent of sth We do not yet know the extent of the 
damage.understand the extent of sth Other people didn’t seem to understand the 

extent of his disability.discover/find out the extent of sth We were shocked when 
we discovered the extent of the fraud.assess/establish/determine the extent of 
sth We are still trying to assess the extent of the problem.show/reveal the extent of 

sth These pictures show the extent of the devastation caused by the earthquake. | A 
report published by the government has revealed the extent of air pollution in the 
area.PHRASESto some extent/to a large extent etc (=used when saying how much 

something is true or how much something is affected by another thing) What he says is 
true to some extent. | The materials we use will depend to a considerable extent on 
what is available. | Attitudes have changed, although only to a limited 

extent. | Children suffer the effects of poor diet to a greater extent than adults. | The 
same is true for women, though to a lesser extent. | He annoyed her to such an extent 
that she had to leave the room. | Food prices have risen here, but not to the same 

extent as in other countries. | He annoyed her to such an extent that she had to leave 
the room. | To what extent does cutting down trees contribute to climate change? | I 
didn’t realise the extent to which the money would alter my life. 

extinct /ɪkˈstɪŋkt/ adjective  if a type of animal or plant is extinct, it has stopped 

existingADVERBSalmost/virtually/practically extinct The grey whale was almost 
extinct because of hunting.completely/totally extinct Wolves became totally extinct 

in Scotland.VERBSbecome extinct There are fears that the polar bear could become 
extinct because of climate change.be thought to be extinct The orchid was so rare it 
was thought to be extinct. 

extinction /ɪkˈstɪŋkʃən/ noun  a situation in which a particular type of animal or 

plant stops existingADJECTIVEStotal/complete extinction Polar bears may face total 
extinction if nothing is done to protect them.mass extinction We do not know what 

caused the mysterious mass extinction of the dinosaurs.near/virtual extinction The 
deer has been hunted to virtual extinction. | Wolves have returned to the forest, almost 
ten years after near extinction.certain extinction (=which will definitely happen) The 

crested ibis faces certain extinction in Japan after attempts to breed from the sole 
remaining pair failed.imminent/impending extinction (=likely to happen soon) The 
ban on hunting was introduced to stop the imminent extinction of some big game 

animals.VERBSface extinction (=be likely to stop existing soon) The red squirrel faces 
extinction in England and Wales.lead to/cause extinction Hunting 
has caused the extinction of several species.save sth from 

extinction Conservationists are trying to save the whale from extinction.be 
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threatened with extinction (=likely to stop existing) Hundreds of species of birds are 

now threatened with extinction.be hunted to extinction (=hunted so much that 
extinction is the result) The wolves were hunted to extinction in the 

1920s.PREPOSITIONSextinction of sth Climate change could lead to the 
mass extinction of many species.PHRASESin danger of extinction The species is in 
danger of extinction in the UK.be on the verge/brink of extinction (=at the point of 

almost not existing) The Siberian crane is on the verge of extinction 

extravagant /ɪkˈstrævəɡənt/ adjective  spending or costing a lot of money, 

especially more than is necessary or more than you can affordADVERBSwildly 
extravagant $300,000 for a car sounds wildly extravagant, but you do get a lot for 

your money.a little extravagant I know it’s a little extravagant, but I wanted to get 
him something special for his birthday.rather extravagant It does seem rather 
extravagant to have three houses.extravagant + NOUNSan extravagant lifestyle He 

enjoyed an extravagant lifestyle of luxury holidays and fast cars.an extravagant taste 
in sth (=you like buying expensive things) His wife had a rather extravagant taste in 
clothes.extravagant spending Instead of extravagant spending on unnecessary 

weapons systems, we should use the money to help the poor.an extravagant 
present/gift He often bought the children extravagant 

presents.PREPOSITIONSextravagant with sth She is very extravagant with her 

money, and is always buying new clothes. Extravagant is also used  

about claims and promises which are not true because someone is  

exaggerating: The company makes extravagant claims about its beauty products. The  

party made extravagant promises before the elections.  

extreme /ɪkˈstriːm/ adjective  1. very great in degree GrammarExtreme is  

usually used before a noun in this meaning. NOUNSextreme care/caution It is 

necessary to use extreme caution when handling chemicals.extreme difficulty He 
had extreme difficulty finding the book she wanted.extreme importance The article 

emphasizes the extreme importance of good family relationships.extreme 
poverty Extreme poverty still exists in many rural areas.extreme pressure They are 
working under extreme pressure.extreme violence Many of the refugees had 

witnessed extreme violence.extreme cold/heat Most plants are not able to 
withstand extreme cold.extreme pain He was rushed to hospital in extreme 
pain.2. very unusual and severeNOUNSan extreme case In extreme cases, the illness 

can cause death.an extreme example This incident is an extreme example of poor 
management.extreme circumstances The use of force is only justified in extreme 
circumstances.an extreme situation In extreme situations, children may be removed 

from their parents.an extreme measure (=a very unusual or severe action taken to 
try to solve a problem) He hoped that such extreme measures would not be 
necessary.an extreme form of sth Racially motivated attacks are the most extreme 

form of discrimination.extreme weather/conditions The search had to be abandoned 
because of the extreme conditions.extreme temperatures Extreme temperatures had 
caused the pipes to burst.PHRASESgo to extreme lengths (=do things that are very 

unusual) Criminals will go to extreme lengths to smuggle drugs into the 
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country.3. having very strong political or religious opinions which seem 

unreasonableNOUNSextreme views/opinions Some party members have extreme 
right-wing views.extreme policies Their policies on immigration seem very 

extreme.an extreme nationalist The most extreme nationalists wanted complete 
separation from England.ANTONYMS → moderate 

eye /aɪ/ noun  one of the two parts of the body that you use to see 

withCOLOURbrown/blue/grey/green eyes Both their children have blue eyes.dark 
eyes She looked into his dark eyes.hazel eyes (=pale brown and slightly green or 
golden) He was a quiet kindly man, with hazel eyes.red/bloodshot eyes (=red 

because you are upset, tired, ill etc) My mother’s eyes were red from crying.Don’t 
say black eyes when you mean dark eyes. If someone has a black eye, they have a 
bruise around their eye after being hit.SHAPE/POSITIONbig/small eyes She looked at 

me with those big brown eyes. | His small cold eyes seemed full of menace.narrow 
eyes He has a thin face and narrow eyes.deep-set eyes (=deep in your face) It was 
difficult to see his deep-set eyes.close-set eyes (=close together) He had a small nose 

and close-set eyes.sunken eyes (=very deep-set, especially because of age or 
illness) The man’s eyes were sunken, with deep black rings around them.puffy 
eyes (=swollen because you are ill or upset) The girl’s eyes were puffy and full of 

tears.sb’s eyes are open/closed/shut His eyes were closed and he seemed to be 
asleep.ABILITY TO SEEsharp/keen eyes (=good at seeing or noticing 
things) Her sharp eyes had missed nothing.beady eyes (=small and good at noticing a 

lot of things) His beady eyes darted around the room.SHOWING YOUR 

FEELINGS/CHARACTERtired/sleepy eyes He rubbed his tired eyes and yawned.bleary 
eyes (=unable to see very clearly, because you are tired or have been crying) He tried 

to focus his bleary eyes on the doctor.sad eyes He smiled, but his eyes were 
sad.soulful eyes (=showing strong emotions, especially sadness) The dog looked up at 
her with big soulful eyes.misty/moist eyes (=almost crying) Her eyes grew moist at 

the memory.bright eyes (=happy or excited) Her eyes were bright with hope.cold 
eyes (=unfriendly and not showing any emotion) Her eyes were cold and 
uncaring.wild/mad/staring eyes (=very angry, afraid etc) The old man stared at 

them with wild eyes.piercing eyes (=intelligent and seeming to know what someone is 
thinking) He fixed her with his piercing blue eyes.hungry/greedy eyes (=showing 
that you want something very much) The men looked around the room with 

their greedy eyes.VERBS + eyeopen/close/shut your eyes Joe closed his eyes and 
tried to get back to sleep. | I slowly opened my eyes.rub/wipe your 
eyes Anna rubbed her eyes wearily. | He wiped his eyes with his handkerchief.lower 

your eyes (=look down at the ground) Instead of answering the question, he lowered 
his eyes.raise your eyes (=look up at someone or something) She raised her 

eyes towards the sky.narrow your eyes (=partly close them, especially to show that 
you do not trust someone) The woman narrowed her eyes at him suspiciously.roll your 
eyes (=move your eyes up to show you are annoyed, bored, frustrated etc) When I 

asked her to tidy her room, she rolled her eyes and sighed.shade/shield your 
eyes (=protect them from a bright light or the sun) They gazed out to sea, shielding 
their eyes from the sun.avert your eyes literary (=look away from 

something) He averted his eyes from the body.run/cast your eye over sth (=look at 
or read something quickly) I asked him to run his eye over my report.set/lay/clap 
eyes on sb/sth (=see something or meet someone, especially for the first time) He 

had loved her from the moment he set eyes on her.eye + VERBSsb’s eyes 
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open/close I shook him, and his eyes opened. | She let her eyes close for just a 

moment.sb’s eyes widen (=become more open because they are surprised) His eyes 
widened in shock.sb’s eyes narrow (=become half closed, when someone is thinking 

or feeling suspicious or angry) Her dark eyes narrowed for a moment.sb’s eyes 
shine/sparkle/twinkle (=are bright because they are very happy) Jenny’s eyes 
sparkled with excitement.sb’s eyes light up (=suddenly show excitement or 

happiness) His eyes lit up when I mentioned the word ‘money’.sb’s eyes 
flash (=suddenly show anger) Her eyes flashed angrily.sb’s eye/eyes fall on 
sth (=they suddenly notice it) My eye fell on a piece of paper on the desk.sb’s eyes 

dart somewhere (=they look there quickly) His eyes darted around the room, looking 
for a weapon.sb’s eyes glaze (over) (=they show no expression, because they are 
very bored or tired) As I talked, I could see his eyes begin to glaze over.two people’s 

eyes meet (=they look at each other’s eyes) Our eyes met across a crowded 
room.eye + NOUNSeye contact (=when you look directly at someone at the same time 
as they are looking at you) Make eye contact with the person interviewing you.an eye 

test also an eye exam AmE (=to find out how well you can see) You should have an 
eye test every couple of years.eye make-up (=make-up that you put on your eyelids 
or eyelashes) She never leaves the house without lipstick and eye make-

up.PHRASESsb’s eyes are full of tears/hatred etc When she put the phone 
down, her eyes were full of tears. | The prisoners stared at him, their eyes full of 
hatred.sb’s eyes are glued to sth/fixed on sth (=they are watching something with 

all their attention) Ted sat with his eyes glued to the television.can’t take your eyes 
off sb/sth (=be unable to stop looking at someone or something) She was so beautiful 
I couldn’t take my eyes off her.look into sb’s eyes She looked into his eyes and said 

“Don’t worry”.look sb in the eye (=look directly at someone when speaking to them) I 
knew he was lying because he didn’t look me in the eye.keep your eyes 
open (=prevent them from closing) I was so tired I could hardly keep my eyes 

open.keep an eye out for sth also keep your eyes peeled (=watch carefully so that 
you will notice something when it appears) Keep an eye out for butterflies as you walk 
along.keep an eye on sb/sth (=watch them, especially to make sure they are safe or 

do not cause harm) I asked my neighbour to keep an eye on the house while I was 
away.see sth with your own eyes (=see something yourself) I know he took the 
money – I saw him with my own eyes.with/to the naked eye (=without a telescope 

or microscope) The particles are invisible to the naked eye.before/in front of sb’s 
very eyes (=while someone is watching) Their homes were destroyed before their very 
eyes.all eyes are on sb/sth (=everyone is watching someone or something) All eyes 

were on the clock. 

eyesight /ˈaɪsaɪt/ noun  someone’s ability to seeADJECTIVESgood/better 

eyesight Your eyesight is much better than mine.bad/poor eyesight Moles have 

very poor eyesight.perfect eyesight People think that you need to have perfect 
eyesight to become a pilot.keen eyesight (=extremely good) Eagles are known for 
their extremely keen eyesight.failing eyesight (=becoming worse) In his later years, 

he suffered from failing eyesight.VERBShave good/bad etc eyesight She has very 
good eyesight.lose your eyesight He lost his eyesight as the result of an accident.sb’s 
eyesight fails She’s over 80 now, and her eyesight is beginning to fail.sb’s eyesight 

deteriorates/gets worse People’s eyesight gradually deteriorates with age.eyesight + 

NOUNSeyesight problems Many older people suffer from eyesight problems. 
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Letter F 

face1 /feɪs/ noun  the front part of your head, or your expressionADJECTIVESa 

pretty/beautiful/handsome/nice face She has a pretty face – she could be a 
model.an ugly face I never want to see his ugly face again!a plain face (=not 
pretty) Her face was rather plain and she was dressed like an old woman.a 

round/oval/square face The woman’s face was round and jolly.a 
thin/narrow/long face The girl had a thin face and big dark eyes.a wrinkled/lined 
face (=with a lot of small lines, especially because someone is old) The old man looked 

at me with his wrinkled face.a craggy/rugged face (=strong-looking, with deep 
lines) Jake looked like a cowboy, with his tanned rugged face.a 
haggard/gaunt/drawn face (=looking very tired or ill) Her face was haggard and 

she had not slept for two nights.a lean/angular face (=with little fat) He had a 
lean hard face.a happy/smiling face It was good to see the children’s happy faces.a 
sad/serious/grim face Maggie looked at him with a sad face.a long face (=an 

unhappy expression) I could see from his long face that he wasn’t happy with the 
decision.an angry/scowling face He looked around and saw his boss’s scowling 
face behind him.an anxious/worried/puzzled face The woman glanced up at 

Kathleen, her face puzzled.a shocked/horrified face “You are not going out in that 
dress!” my father said with a horrified face.a blank/impassive face (=showing no 

emotion or thoughts) What was she really thinking behind that blank face? How the  

colour of someone’s face shows their feelingsIf someone’s face  

is red or scarlet, they are embarrassed.If someone’s face is pale or white, they are  

very worried or afraid.If someone’s face is grey or ashen, they are very worried, ill,  

or in pain. VERBSpull/make a face (=make a silly expression or make an expression 

that shows you are unhappy about something) The kids were pulling faces for the 
camera.sb’s face goes red/white etc also sb’s face turns red/white etc (=it 

becomes red, white etc) When he heard the news, his face suddenly went pale.sb’s 
face falls (=they look sad or disappointed) Her face fell when she found out that she 
hadn’t got the job.sb’s face lights up/brightens (=they start to look 

happy) Denise’s face lit up when she heard the news.sb’s face darkens (=they start 
to look angry) She handed him the letter and his face darkened.sb’s face 
glows (=they look healthy or happy) Her face was glowing with happiness.sb’s face 

flushes (=it goes red because they are embarrassed) Her face flushed when she was 
told she had won the prize.sb’s face softens/hardens (=their expression becomes 
kinder, or becomes less friendly) He frowned. Then his face softened a little.PHRASESa 

look/expression on sb’s face She had a rather surprised look on her face. | I could 
tell by the look on Dan’s face that he was disappointed.a smile/grin/frown on sb’s 
face There was a mischievous grin on her face. | He was reading the newspaper with a 

frown on his face.sth is written all over sb’s face (=their feelings can be seen very 
clearly in their expression) You’re jealous – it’s written all over your face!a sea of 
faces (=the faces of a very large number of people) She walked onto the platform and 

looked out at the sea of faces.you should have seen sb’s face (=used to say that 
someone was very angry, surprised etc) You should have seen his face when I told him 
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that I was resigning.sb has a face like thunder (=they have a very angry 

expression) The boss had a face like thunder when he arrived this morning. 

face2 /feɪs/ verb  1. to have to deal with a difficult situation that is likely to 

happenNOUNSface a problem/difficulty She told me about some of the problems she 

was facing. | The hotel’s owners were facing financial difficulties.face 
opposition/criticism The government faced opposition from the courts.face a 
challenge The coal industry faces serious challenges.face the task of doing 

sth He faced the task of preparing a three-course meal for 50 people.face a 
dilemma (=have a difficult choice) The manager is facing the dilemma of who to select 
for the team.face charges/prosecution/trial (=be accused of a crime and have to 

go to a court of law) The former chairman faces charges of fraud and theft. | She is due 
to face trial over the deaths of two children.face the risk/threat of sth The factory 
is facing the threat of closure.face the prospect of sth (=something bad is likely to 

happen to you in the future) Many coastal cities face the prospect of disastrous 
flooding.face starvation A million people across the country face starvation.face 
extinction (=used when all of a type of animal could die, so that it no longer 

exists) The polar bear could face extinction if global warming continues.face 
competition We are facing strong competition from Chinese companies.face a 

difficult/uncertain etc future The school faces an uncertain future.2. to accept that 
a bad situation existsNOUNSface the truth Doctors told him he was dying but he just 
couldn’t face the truth.face facts Face facts, Peter, she doesn’t love you any more.face 

reality It’s time she faced reality and accepted that it will not be easy to find a 
job.PHRASESface the fact that... I had to face the fact that I would never see my 
mother again.(let’s) face it (=used when saying that something is true, although it 

may be hard to accept) She is quite pretty but let’s face it, she’s never going to be a 
model. 

facilitate AC /fəˈsɪləteɪt, fəˈsɪlɪteɪt/ verb [T] formal  to make it easier for 

something to happenNOUNSfacilitate the development/growth of sth The course 

helps to facilitate the development of new skills.facilitate progress The talks are 
intended to facilitate progress towards a peace agreement.facilitate a 
process Computer software may be used to facilitate the process of analysis.facilitate 

communication Nowadays we use a variety of electronic devices to facilitate 
communication.facilitate discussion His job is to facilitate discussion between the two 

groups.facilitate learning The games are designed to facilitate learning.facilitate 
trade The agreement will facilitate trade between the US and its neighbours.facilitate 
the exchange of sth The journal aims to facilitate the exchange of information 

between scientists.facilitate a change/transition The United Nations soldiers are 
helping to facilitate the transition from dictatorship to democracy.facilitate the use of 
sth The government wants to facilitate the use of new technology.facilitate access to 

sth The new water treatment plant will facilitate access to clean drinking 
water.facilitate the flow of sth The road will facilitate the flow of traffic through the 
town.VERBShelp to facilitate sth The African Trade Office helps to facilitate trade 

between the US and countries in Africa.be designed to facilitate sth The course 
is designed to facilitate language learning.ADVERBSgreatly facilitate sth The internet 
has greatly facilitated the movement of ideas. 
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facility AC /fəˈsɪləti, fəˈsɪlɪti/ noun  1. facilities are rooms, equipment, or services 

that are provided for a particular purpose GrammarAlways plural in this  

meaning. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + facilitymodern facilities The Grand Hotel offers 

many modern facilities and there is internet access in every room.state-of-the-art 
facilities (=with the most modern equipment) The college has state-of-the-art 
recording facilities.sports facilities Have you checked out the local sports 

facilities?leisure/recreational facilities (=for activities that you do for 
pleasure) The leisure facilities include a sauna and a gym.training facilities The 
company plans to set up in-house training facilities.cooking/washing etc 

facilities The rooms all have cooking facilities and a fridge.parking facilities The 
building has parking facilities for 20 cars.hotel facilities Make use of the hotel 
facilities, which are excellent.medical facilities The university has its own medical 

facilities.educational facilities We aim to improve the provision of educational 
facilities such as libraries.computing facilities The department provides 
excellent computing facilities for students.childcare facilities More women would work 

if there were better childcare facilities.toilet facilities Toilet facilities are available at 
the bus station.private facilities (=private bathroom and toilet) All rooms have private 
facilities.communal facilities (=to be used by everyone who lives in a 

place) Communal facilities at the campsite were well-maintained.shared 
facilities (=facilities to be shared, especially bathrooms) The less expensive rooms 

have shared facilities.tea/coffee facilities There are tea and coffee facilities in every 
room.VERBShave facilities Both towns have excellent facilities.provide/offer 
facilities Recycling facilities are provided by the local council.use the facilities Guests 

are welcome to use all the hotel’s facilities.make use of the facilities We hope 
students make use of the new facilities.the facilities include sth The centre’s facilities 
include an outdoor swimming pool.PREPOSITIONSfacilities for sb The sports centre 

has facilities for disabled people.facilities for sth Some campsites have facilities 
for barbecues.PHRASESa range of facilities The range of facilities offered by this hotel 

is superb.2. formal a factoryTHESAURUS: facility→ factory 

fact /fækt/ noun  a piece of true informationADJECTIVESthe basic/key/central 

facts The report outlines the basic facts of the case. | You seem to be overlooking the 
central facts of the case.an important/crucial fact You seem to have forgotten 

one important fact.an interesting/fascinating fact The research revealed 
some interesting facts about the behaviour of cats.a curious/remarkable/amazing 
etc fact The book is full of all kinds of curious facts.a well-known/little-known 

fact It is a well-known fact that smoking is bad for you. | It is a little-known fact that 
the actor was born in London.a relevant fact Have we been told all the relevant 
facts?a simple fact The simple fact is, he’s not good enough for the job.a useful 

fact We learned some useful facts.a sad fact It’s a sad fact that many of these 
marriages will end in divorce.an obvious fact The writer ignores the obvious fact that 
not everyone has a car.hard facts (=information that is definitely true and can be 

proven) His theory is supported by hard facts.the bare facts (=only the basic general 
facts of a situation) We know the bare facts of his life, but nothing about what he was 

really like.the full facts I can’t give my opinion until I know the full facts.a 
historical/scientific fact I’m not making this up – it’s a historical fact.an 
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inescapable/undeniable/indisputable fact (=one that is definitely true and has a 

big effect) It’s an undeniable fact that none of us is getting 
younger.VERBSgive/present/provide the facts Newspapers have a duty to give their 

readers the facts.tell sb the facts/let sb have the facts If you let him have the 
facts, he can make his own decision.state the facts (=say what you know is true) I’m 
not exaggerating – I’m just stating the facts.stick to the facts (=say only what you 

know is true) Just stick to the facts when the police interview you.look at/examine 
the facts I decided to examine the facts for myself.ignore/overlook a fact He chose 
to ignore the fact that his wife was having an affair.learn a fact Children should do 

more in school than just learn facts.know a fact She knows a lot of facts about the 
city.understand/grasp a fact He has failed to grasp the fact that he is no longer 
welcome here.establish/piece together the facts (=find out what actually happened 

in a situation) The police are still piecing together the facts.deny a fact (=say that 
something is not true) It’s impossible to deny the fact that this is hugely 
embarrassing.a fact emerges (=becomes known) Several 

important facts have emerged from the inquiry.PREPOSITIONSa fact about sth Here 
are some fascinating facts about sharks.PHRASESbe aware of a fact I was aware of 
the fact that the company was in trouble.know for a fact (=used to say that 

something is definitely true) I know for a fact that she is older than me.get your facts 
right/straight (=make sure that what you say or believe is correct) You should get 
your facts straight before making accusations.get your facts wrong It’s no use 

putting together a beautifully written argument if you get your facts wrong.the facts of 
the case Let us look at the actual facts of the case.the facts of sb’s life The facts of 
his life are well-known.facts and figures The book is packed with facts and 

figures about the island. 

factor AC /ˈfæktə $ -ər/ noun  one of several things that influence or cause a 

situationADJECTIVES/NOUNS + factoran important/significant factor Peace is the 

most important factor for economic development.a big/major/key factor (=a very 
important one) Training is a key factor in the team’s success.a crucial/critical 
factor (=an extremely important one) Timing is often a crucial factor with any business 

venture.the deciding/decisive factor (=the one that has the biggest effect) The 
support of women voters could be the deciding factor in the election.a contributing 
factor (=one that helps to make something happen) Stress is a contributing factor in 

many illnesses.a causal factor formal (=one that directly causes something to happen 
– used in scientific contexts) They suggested that pollution was a causal factor in the 
decline of forests.economic/social/environmental factors The crisis was caused by 

a wide range of social and economic factors. | Various environmental factors affect the 
growth of grapes.genetic factors Genetic factors may play a role in who gets the 
disease.a risk factor (=something that makes a bad thing such as an illness more 

likely) The highest risk factor for heart disease was found to be smoking.VERBSfactors 
cause sth The increase in the number of accidents was caused by several 
factors.factors influence/affect/determine sth Various factors influenced the 

government’s decision. | The final cost of the product is determined by a combination 
of factors.depend on factors How well you do in the test depends on a variety of 
different factors.identify factors Our aim was to identify key factors that affect crime 

rates.consider a factor The judge also considered other factors, including the man’s 
previous criminal record.a factor contributes to sth A number 
of factors have contributed to the country’s economic problems.PREPOSITIONSa factor 
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in sth It is estimated that alcohol is a factor in a third of all accidents.a factor behind 

sth His concern about his health was one of the main factors behind his decision to 

retire. Factor in or factor behind?In and behind mean the same. You often  

use behind when talking about factors that are not immediately obvious. PHRASESa 

variety/number of factors There are a number of factors that need to be 

considered.a combination of factors A combination of factors led to the factory 
closing.take certain factors into account (=consider them) You should take 
all these factors into account. 

factory /ˈfæktəri/ noun  a place where goods are produced in large quantities 

using machinesNOUNS + factorya car/textile/chemical/chocolate etc factory The 
company plans to build the biggest car factory in Europe.ADJECTIVESa modern 
factory There are pictures of workers assembling electronic equipment in modern 

factories.a disused factory (=not used any more) The apartments will be built on the 
site of a disused paint factory.VERBSwork in a factory My dad works in a 
carpet factory.open a factory The company opened a new factory in India last 

year.close/shut down a factory They are planning to shut down the factory and 
make everyone redundant.a factory makes/produces/manufactures 
things The factory produces sports shoes.factory + NOUNSa factory worker Factory 

workers are usually well paid.a factory owner/manager The factory owner placed a 
large order for some new equipment.a factory inspector Factory inspectors reported 

that safety regulations had been ignored.factory work People moved to cities to 
do factory work.a factory closure Further factory closures have been announced.on 
the factory floor (=among the workers in a factory) A manager should spend time 

on the factory floor, as well as in his office.the factory gates (=the entrance to a 

factory) A crowd of protesters had gathered outside the factory gates.THESAURUS: 

factoryfacilitymanufacturing facility | research facility | weapons facilitya 

factory. Facility is more formal than factory and is used mainly by people in business  

and in news reports:The company plans to set up a big new manufacturing facility in  

Mexico. | The satellite pictures are of a nuclear weapons facility. | The facility will  

provide work for over 400 people.plantcar plant | chemical plant | power 

plant | water treatment planta large factory, especially one where energy, cars, or  

chemicals are produced:Workers at the car plant produce over 1,200 cars every  

day. | Two people were killed in an explosion at a chemical  

plant.workssteelworks | brickworks | chemical works | cement 

works | printing worksa factory where steel, chemicals, cement etc are produced, or  

where books are printed:The steelworks specialized in the manufacture of rails made 

from Bessemer steel. | He owns the city's oldest-established printing works.milltextile  

mill | cotton mill | paper milla factory that produces cloth or paper:The wool was  

exported to British textile mills in Lancashire. | The early paper mills were powered by 

steam.refineryoil refinery | sugar refinerya factory where things are removed from 

oil, sugar etc to make them pure:The new oil refinery can process 200,000 barrels per  

day.foundrya factory where things are made out of metal using moulds:The bells were  
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made in a foundry just outside Paris.assembly line/production linea system in a  

factory, in which the products move past a line of workers who each do one part of the 

work:Over 1,000 cars come off the assembly line each day.sweatshopa factory where 

people work very hard in bad conditions for little money:The shoes are made in  

sweatshops by child workers.  

fail /feɪl/ verb  1. to not succeed GrammarYou often use fail with an infinitive  

verb in this meaning: The climbers failed to reach the top of the mountain. The  

team failed to win the competition. NOUNS + faila plan fails Their plan failed and they 

had to start again.an attempt fails The prisoners’ attempt to escape failed.an 
experiment fails Ulrich later admitted that his experiment had failed.a 
company/business fails (=it is unable to make a profit and has to 

close) The company failed and the investors lost all their money.a marriage 
fails Some marriages fail after only a few months.talks/negotiations fail The 
peace talks failed and the fighting continued.crops fail (=they do not grow) The crops 

failed and the people went hungry.ADVERBSfail 
completely/totally/altogether Unfortunately our plan failed completely.fail 
badly Critics say that the current system is failing badly.fail 

miserably/dismally (=very badly) We have failed miserably to stop climate 
change.fail spectacularly (=extremely badly) The plan failed spectacularly and the 
terrorists blew themselves up.narrowly fail (=only just fail) The team narrowly 

failed to win the game.PREPOSITIONSfail in an attempt/effort/bid to do sth The 
two sides failed in their attempt to reach an agreement. | She failed in her bid to 
become the first woman to fly around the world.PHRASESbe doomed to fail (=be 

certain to fail) The talks seem doomed to fail before they start.sb/sth can hardly 
fail (=it seems certain they will succeed) He is the best player and he can hardly fail to 

win.if all else fails (=if every other method fails) If all else fails, you can borrow some 

money off your parents.THESAURUS: 

failflop/bomb informalmovie | show | record | productif a movie, show etc flops,  

it is unsuccessful because people do not like it. Bomb is more informal  

than flop:The show bombed and ended after only a couple of weeks. | His first record  

flopped and only sold a few copies. You can also say that a movie, show etc was a  

flop. fall throughdeal | plan | saleif a deal, plan etc falls through, it is unsuccessful  

and fails to happen:They were hoping to buy a house, but the deal fell through at the 

last minute. | His great ambition was to travel around the world by bus. Those 

plans fell through. | The family wanted to move to a house in London, but the sale fell  

through.backfireplan | strategy | scheme | tacticif a plan backfires, it has the 

opposite effect of what it was intended to do:Her plan to get attention backfired, and 

instead of being promoted she lost her job. | The company’s tactic backfired and they 

were forced to admit publicly that they were 

wrong.collapsesystem | economy | talksto fail suddenly and completely, especially  
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with the result that there is a very serious situation:People are worried that the 

banking system could collapse. | In 1929 the US economy collapsed and millions of  

people lost their jobs. | The talks with the union collapsed and workers went back on 

strike.break 

downtalks | negotiations | agreement | communication | relationship | marria

geto fail, with the result that you are unable to continue:Talks broke down between 

unions and employers. | The negotiations broke down, because neither side was willing  

to compromise. | The agreement broke down almost  

immediately. | Communication sometimes breaks down between 

couples. | Their relationship broke down almost five years ago. | Unfortunately,  

his marriage had broken down and he and his wife had 

separated.COMPANIES/BUSINESSESgo bankruptcompany | firm | businessif a  

company or person goes bankrupt, they cannot pay their debts and they have to stop  

trading permanently:My father’s company went bankrupt, with debts of over $15 

million. | Unfortunately, the firm went bankrupt before the work was  

completed. | Their cloth-making business went bankrupt during the recession. | The 

reason he went bankrupt, he says, is that there weren’t enough customers.go 

bust informalcompany | firm | businessif a company goes bust, they cannot pay 

their debts and they have to stop trading permanently:A record number  

of companies are going bust every week. | The travel firm went bust and hundreds of  

people had to cancel their holidays. | His business went bust and he owes 

£120,000. | The store went bust and 200 staff lost their jobs. Another way of  

saying that someone or something failsYou can use other parts of speech to say  

that someone or something failed. For example, you can say that someone or  

something was unsuccessful: Unfortunately, on this occasion your application  

was unsuccessful. He was unsuccessful in his attempt to reach the South Pole.You can  

also say that something was a failure: The experiment was a failure.If something  

failed very badly, you can say that it was a complete failure, or a disaster: I burnt  

the pizza and the meal was a disaster.Finally, you can say that someone tried in  

vain to do something (=they tried unsuccessfully): Rescue workers tried in vain to  

save the ship. All her efforts had been in vain.Another way of saying that a  

company or business failsThere are many expressions you can use when talking  

about a company having to close its business.You can say that a company closes  
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down: The steel plant closed down, with the loss of 2,500 jobs.You can say that a  

company goes under: More than 7,000 firms have gone under in the last three  

months (=they had too many debts to be able to continue trading).Finally, you can  

say that a company goes to the wall: Many small firms will go to the wall (=have to  

close because of difficult financial conditions). ANTONYMS → succeed2. to not pass a 

testfail + NOUNSfail a test/exam If you fail the test, you can always take it again.fail 
an interview They told her that she had failed the interview.ADVERBSfail sth 

badly I failed the test badly.(only) just fail sth His son just failed the entrance 
exam.ANTONYMS → pass (1) 

failure /ˈfeɪljə $ -ər/ noun  a lack of success in doing something, or something 

that is not successfulADJECTIVEScomplete/total/utter failure The project ended 
in total failure.(an) abject/dismal failure (=used to emphasize how bad a failure 
is) The experiment was considered a dismal failure.a disastrous failure This approach 

was a disastrous failure.a costly failure (=one that results in a lot of money or many 
lives being lost) The war came to be seen as a costly failure.a personal failure (=a 
failure that is someone’s personal fault) He considered his inability to form long-term 

relationships to be a personal failure.a commercial failure (=something that does not 
make much money) The film was a commercial failure.economic/political 

failure Economic failure drove the government out of office.VERBSend in/result in 
failure A series of rescue attempts ended in failure.be doomed to failure (=be 
certain to fail) The rebellion was doomed to failure from the start.admit failure He was 

too proud to admit failure.accept failure Being able to accept failure is part of 
life.avoid failure She was anxious to avoid failure.failure + NOUNSthe failure 
rate There is a high failure rate in the restaurant industry.PHRASESfear of failure Fear 

of failure should not deter you from trying.the risk/possibility of failure The risk of 
failure for a new product is very high.an admission of failure Dropping out of college 
would be an admission of failure.a history/record of failure (=when someone has 

failed many times in the past) Some children have a history of failure at school.a 
string of failures (=a series of failures) The team has had a string of failures in recent 
games.a sense/feeling of failure He felt a sense of failure when he lost he job.the 

consequences of failure The political consequences of failure would be defeat at the 

next election.THESAURUS: failureflop informalsomething that is not successful  

because people do not like it – used especially about a film, play, product, or  

performance:Despite the hype, the movie was a flop at the box office. | Their next  

computer was a flop.disasterused when saying that something is extremely  

unsuccessful:Our first date was a disaster. | Their marriage was a total  

disaster.fiascosomething that is completely unsuccessful and goes very badly wrong –  

used especially about things that have been officially planned, which go very  

wrong:The baggage system broke down on the first day the airport was open. It was  

a complete fiasco. | The fiasco came close to ending de Gaulle’s political  

career.debacle formalan event or situation that is a complete failure, because it does  
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not happen in the way that it was officially planned:The recent banking debacle has put  

the world economy at risk. | The government is anxious to avoid another political  

debacle.shambles informal especially BrEif a situation or event is a shambles, it is  

completely unsuccessful because it has been very badly planned or organized, and no 

one seems to know what to do:The first few shows were a shambles, but things soon 

got better. | The meeting ended in a complete shambles.washout informala failure –  

used when something is so bad that it would be better if it had not happened:The play  

wasn’t a complete washout; the acting was okay. | His most recent and ambitious  

project, a big-budget Hollywood film, was a washout with both critics and audiences  

alike.turkey informalsomething that is so bad and unsuccessful that you think the 

people involved should be embarrassed about it – a very informal use:Since that  

movie, he has appeared in a string of turkeys. | Surely they must have realised the 

show was a turkey?ANTONYMS → success 

faint1 /feɪnt/ adjective  1. difficult to see, hear, or smellfaint + NOUNSa faint 

noise/sound He could hear the faint sound of voices in the room next door.a faint 
light/glow I could see a faint light in the distance.a faint smell/scent/aroma When 

I got into the car, I noticed the faint smell of perfume.a faint smile A faint 
smile crossed his face.a faint trace of sth There was a faint trace of a foreign accent 

in his voice.the faint outline of sth I could just see the faint outline of the town.a 
faint memory Her childhood was now only a faint memory.VERBSbecome faint The 
sound became fainter.sound faint His voice sounded faint on the 

telephone.THESAURUS: faint→ dim→ quiet (1)2. very small or slightfaint + 

NOUNSa faint hope There is still a faint hope that the men may be alive.a faint 
possibility There is only a faint possibility that he will be fit enough to play.a faint 

chance The team has a faint chance of winning the competition. 

faint2 /feɪnt/ verb  to suddenly become unconscious for a short timePHRASESbe 

going to faint/be about to faint She turned pale and looked as if she was about to 

faint. | He thought he was going to faint.be close to fainting He was so hungry, he 
was close to fainting.faint at the sight of blood Are you one of those people who faint 
at the sight of blood?faint from hunger/exhaustion He fainted 

from exhaustion. Faint is often used when saying that someone was very  

shocked: She almost/nearly fainted when she saw the bill.  

fair /feə $ fer/ adjective  treating people equally or in a way that is 

rightNOUNSfair treatment They are demanding fair treatment for all workers.a fair 
chance Everyone should have a fair chance of winning.a fair wage Women workers do 

not receive a fair wage.a fair share of sth (=as much as other people) He insisted 
that he had always paid his fair share of taxes.a fair system Do you think the current 
voting system is fair?a fair election The country’s first free and fair elections were held 

last year.a fair trial The men may be guilty, but they deserve a fair trial.a fair 
hearing (=a chance for you to talk about something, so that your opinions can be 
considered) He claimed he was not given a fair hearing and that his views were 

ignored.fair competition There should be fair competition between US companies and 
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foreign companies.fair trade (=in which workers are treated well and there are no 

unfair taxes or laws which give one country an advantage) Denying fair trade to 
developing countries is a major cause of 

poverty.ADVERBScompletely/totally/entirely fair I don’t think this statement is 
completely fair.absolutely/perfectly fair (=completely fair – used for emphasis) It 
seems perfectly fair that she should get paid the same as everyone else.scrupulously 

fair (=very careful to treat people fairly) The judge was scrupulously fair to both sides 
in the dispute.PREPOSITIONSfair to sb The referee has to be fair to everyone.fair on 

sb It’s not fair on him, if he has to do all the work. You use fair on sb especially in  

negative sentences, when you think someone is being treated badly compared to  

other people. PHRASESit is fair It’s not fair that she gets paid more than me.it is only 

fair I thought it was only fair to let you know what happened to your money.to be 

fair To be fair, it is the first time he has ever played the game.THESAURUS: 

fairreasonableamount | price | offer | excuse | groundsfair and sensible  

according to most people’s standards:It is important to give children a reasonable  

amount of freedom of choice. | Twenty dollars sounds like a perfectly  

reasonable price for a meal to me. | The police officer must have reasonable grounds  

for stopping and searching someone (=a good reason for doing  

this).just formalpunishment | cause | war | society | rewardmorally right and 

fair:We believe our cause is just. | Do you think there is such a thing as a just  

war? | He will receive his just reward when the time 

comes.impartialadvice | account | observer | judgeable to make fair comments or  

decisions, because you do not support anyone who is involved in a situation:Our staff  

can offer impartial advice on choosing the best investment. | Journalists have a duty to  

be impartial. | The scientist is supposed to be an impartial  

observer.balancedview | reporting | accountgiving fair and equal treatment to all  

sides of an argument or subject:The movie gives a balanced view of the situation in  

Iraq. | Balanced reporting of the news is essential to a democracy.even-

handedapproach | attitude | criticismgiving fair and equal treatment to everyone,  

and not favouring one particular group:Schools are expected to have an even-handed 

approach when they are punishing students. | The author is even-handed in his  

criticism of both sides.equitable /ˈekwətəbəl,  

ˈekwɪtəbəl/ formaldistribution | treatmentgiving equal treatment to everyone 

involved:In his speech, he called for a more equitable distribution of wealth. | the 

equitable treatment of all members of societyANTONYMS → unfair 

faith /feɪθ/ noun  1. a strong feeling of trust or confidence in someone or 

somethingADJECTIVESgreat/enormous faith He had great faith in his 
team.complete/total/absolute faith The owners have complete faith in Sam as 

manager.blind/unquestioning faith (=trusting someone or something without 
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thinking) Most people just have blind faith that they will have enough money when they 

retire.unshakeable/firm faith (=that nothing can make weaker) Her parents 
had unshakeable faith in her ability.implicit faith formal (=complete faith) He 

has implicit faith in her judgment.VERBShave faith They no longer have faith that the 
police will protect them.put/place your faith in sb/sth People seem less and less 
inclined to put their faith in science.show faith in sb/sth The club have shown faith 

in the young goalkeeper by offering him a permanent contract.lose faith After more 
broken promises by the government, people are starting to lose faith.destroy sb’s 
faith in sb/sth Terry’s lies had destroyed Liz’s faith in men.shake/undermine sb’s 

faith in sb/sth (=make it weaker) Bad decisions by judges shake the public’s faith 
in the legal system.restore sb’s faith in sb/sth (=make it return) His kindness 
had restored her faith in human nature.sb’s faith is misplaced (=they are wrong to 

trust someone or something) I hope their faith in him is 
not misplaced.PREPOSITIONSfaith in sb/sth After so many disappointments, my faith 
in him was almost gone.PHRASEShave every faith in sb/sth (=trust them 

completely) We have every faith in your ability to solve the problem.a leap of 
faith (=something risky that someone does, believing that it may have a good 
result) She took a leap of faith and lent him the money he needed to start the 

company.2. a belief in a god or godsADJECTIVESreligious faith Yousuf put his success 
down to his religious faith.deep faith He is a man of deep faith.VERBSlose faith Her 
experience of war led her to lose her faith in God.find faith Christians of all nations 

have found faith in Christ.PREPOSITIONSfaith in God My first priority has always been 
my faith in God.3. a religionADJECTIVES/NOUNS + faitha religious faith It is easy to 
concentrate on the differences between the religious faiths and forget what they have in 

common.the Christian/Jewish/Hindu/Muslim etc faith She was brought up in the 
Jewish faith.a world faith It is important for students to study other world faiths apart 
from their own.VERBSpractise your faith BrE practice your faith AmE (=do the 

things that it is your duty to do, according to your religion) Everybody should be 
allowed to practice their faith.spread the faith Their mission was to spread the 
faith.faith + NOUNSa faith community/group (=a group of people living somewhere 

who belong to a particular religion) He will meet the leaders of the different faith 
communities.a faith school (=which is based on a particular religion) Parents want to 
have the choice of sending their children to a faith school.PHRASESof all faiths/of 

every faith/of different faiths People of all faiths are welcome. 

faithful /ˈfeɪθfəl/ adjective  remaining loyal to a particular person, belief, 

political party etc and continuing to support themNOUNSa faithful servant He was one 

of the king's most faithful servants and the king knew he could trust him.a faithful 
friend/companion Visitors often bring fresh flowers to the last resting place of a 
faithful friend.a faithful follower The band's faithful followers waited for hours outside 

the ticket office.a faithful dog His faithful dog Hachiko waited for him at the 
station.faithful service She retired after 40 years of faithful service to the 
company.VERBSremain faithful to sb/sth He remained faithful to his principles to the 

last.THESAURUS: 

faithfulloyalfriend | supporter | fan | customer | servant | member | troops | 

service | followingsupporting a particular person, party, set of beliefs etc – used 

especially about someone you can trust and depend on to support you:You couldn't  
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have a more loyal friend. | He is one of the party's most loyal supporters. | The 

company wants to have as many satisfied and loyal customers as possible (=used 

about someone who always buys a company's products or always uses a particular  

shop). | He gave many years of loyal service to the company. | The singer has  

attracted a small but loyal following. | He remained loyal to the Communist Party. | I  

am not blindly loyal. If I see something that I think is a mistake which could be 

handled better, I will say  

so.devotedfan | admirer | following | husband | wife | father | mother | son | d

aughter | family | servicestrongly supporting someone or something because you 

admire them, love them, or enjoy what they do:She says that she is one of the 

author’s most devoted fans. | He was a devoted husband and father.truefriendfaithful  

and loyal to someone, or to your beliefs, principles etc, even if there are problems:In  

times like these you find out who your true friends are. | He remained true to his  

socialist principles. | She promised that she would always be true to  

him.staunchsupporter | defender | allyvery loyal, in spite of problems or  

difficulties:He is a staunch supporter of the president. | a staunch defender of civil  

liberties | Britain has long been the US’s staunchest  

ally.steadfastsupporter | support | loyalty | servicenot changing what you do or  

what you believe in:His one constant friend and steadfast supporter was Catherine  

Blake. | He praised the steadfast support of America’s allies. | The Queen has set a  

shining example of steadfast service to her country. | She has always been steadfast  

in her sense of  

duty.patrioticsong | duty | pride | sentiment | fervour | rhetoricfeeling a lot of  

love and respect for your country:On national holidays we had a parade, marching up 

and down and singing patriotic songs. | Millions joined the army in a national outburst  

of patriotic fervour (=strong patriotic feeling). | His speech was full of patriotic  

rhetoric (=the use of language to persuade people to accept your  

arguments). | Americans are very patriotic.  

fake /feɪk/ adjective  THESAURUS > artificial, false 

fall1 /fɔːl $ fɒːl/ verb  1. to become lessADVERBSfall dramatically (=by a very 

large amount) The number of deaths has fallen dramatically.fall 

sharply/steeply (=quickly and by a large amount) Share prices fell sharply today, 
leading to fears of recession.fall slightly Sales fell slightly this quarter, from $5.3 

million to $5.1 million.fall significantly (=enough to make a big difference) The price 
of corn has fallen significantly.fall gradually The population fell gradually, because 
fewer people were having children.PREPOSITIONSfall to sth In winter, the temperature 

can fall to 20 degrees below zero.fall below sth Unemployment has fallen below one 
million for the first time in ten years.PHRASESbe expected/likely to fall Interest rates 
are expected to fall over the coming months.2. to move or drop down from a higher 

position to a lower positionPREPOSITIONS/ADVERBSfall off sth Careful you don’t fall 
off your bike.fall down/over He fell over and hurt his leg.fall on sth I fell on a loose 
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stone and went flying through the air.fall down She fell down at school today and 

grazed her knees.fall badly The old lady fell badly and injured her ankle.PHRASESfall 
down on your knees She fell down on her knees and begged him to 

stay.THESAURUS: falltrip on/over sthto fall or almost fall when you hit your foot  

against something:Someone might trip over those toys. | I tripped on a piece of  

wood.slipto fall or almost fall when you are walking on a wet or very smooth  

surface:She slipped and hurt her ankle. | I was scared I would slip on the highly  

polished floor.stumbleto almost fall when you put your foot down in an awkward 

way:He stumbled and almost fell. | One of our porters stumbled on the rough 

ground.collapseto fall suddenly and heavily to the ground, especially when you 

become unconscious:One of the runners collapsed halfway through the race.lose your  

balanceto become unsteady so that you start to fall over:She lost her balance on the 

first step and fell down the stairs. | Have something to hold onto, in case you lose your  

balance.fall flat on your faceto fall forwards so you are lying on your front on the 

ground:She fell flat on her face getting out of the car.  

fall2 /fɔːl $ fɒːl/ noun  1. a decrease in the price, amount, level etc of 

somethingADJECTIVESa big/huge fall The study shows a big fall in the number of 
people who die from the disease.a slight fall A slight fall in fuel prices has been 

predicted.a sudden/rapid fall There was a sudden fall in the value of the US dollar.a 
sharp/steep fall (=a sudden big fall) There has been a sharp fall in the price of 
electricity.PREPOSITIONSa fall in sth There was a sudden fall 

in temperature.THESAURUS: fall→ decrease12. an occasion when someone or 

something goes down onto the groundADJECTIVESa bad/nasty/terrible fall My aunt 

had a nasty fall and she had to go to hospital.a heavy fall There was a heavy fall of 
snow.VERBShave a fall The old lady had a fall and hurt her leg.break/cushion sb’s 
fall (=make someone fall more slowly and not get badly hurt) He fell off a cliff, but 

luckily some trees below broke his fall.survive a fall His friends were amazed that he 
had survived the fall.3. AmE autumnADJECTIVESearly/late fall The fruit is ready 
in early fall.PREPOSITIONSin the fall New England looks beautiful in the fall. 

false /fɔːls $ fɒːls/ adjective  not true or not realNOUNSa false 

name/address The man used a false name and address.false 
teeth/eyelashes/moustache My grandmother had false teeth.false 

information The company gave clients false information about their investments.false 
charges/allegations He claims that all the charges against him are false.a false 
idea/impression/assumption The ‘local’ label gives a false impression about where 

the food is from.false hopes/expectations The team had false hopes of an easy 
victory.a false premise/argument (=a false principle that you base your ideas 
on) The theory is based on a false premise.a false smile She looked at me with a false 

smile.false modesty If I say it was a lucky choice, it sounds like false 
modesty.ADVERBScompletely/entirely/absolutely false This story is completely 
false.patently/clearly false (=obviously false) Some of their claims are patently 

false.blatantly false (=obviously false in a shocking way) I am continually amazed by 
how much blatantly false information is on their website.PHRASESa false sense of 
security The gun gave him a false sense of security.under false pretences (=used 
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when someone gets something by deceiving people) She had obtained the 

money under false pretences.THESAURUS: 

falsefakepassport | ID | painting | fur | jewellery | pearls | tanmade to look like  

something else, especially in order to deceive people:The men were able to enter the 

country using fake passports. | The collar is made of fake fur. | You can use the cream 

to give yourself a fake tan. Fake can also be used as a noun: The painting is a  

fake. phoney/phony /ˈfəʊni $ ˈfoʊ-/ disapproving  

informalaccent | smile | story | excuse | name | address | certificate | passportf

alse. You use phoney about what someone says or does, or about a name or  

document that is not real:He spoke with a phony American accent. | I made up 

some phony excuse about having problems with my car. | He gave the hotel a phoney 

address so that they could not contact him later. | She was caught using  

a phoney medical certificate. Phoney is also used as a noun: I knew the guy was a  

phony (=he was not who he said he  

was). imitationleather | silk | diamonds | pearls | gunimitation materials and 

objects are made to look like the real thing, especially something that is much more 

expensive:The shoes are made of imitation leather. | Only an expert can tell if  

the pearls are imitation. | The robbers used an imitation gun. | He was wearing an 

imitation Rolex watch. Imitation can also be used as a noun: The watch was an  

imitation. counterfeit /ˈkaʊntəfɪt $ -tər-/money | note | dollar  

bill | goods | tickets | drugs | medicines | cigarettescounterfeit money and goods  

are produced in large quantities by criminals in order to deceive people:He was  

arrested for trying to exchange counterfeit money. | The bank has issued a warning  

about counterfeit notes. | They found hundreds of counterfeit dollar bills in a suitcase 

under the bed. | Police seized thousands of pounds worth of counterfeit goods. | The 

authorities are concerned about the production of counterfeit medicines such as fake 

antibiotics. | About a third of the vodka that is sold is  

counterfeit.forgeddocument | passport | evidence | letter | signature | cheque |

 banknotea forged document, letter etc is made to look like a real one in order to  

deceive people:He is charged with using forged documents to get a work  

permit. | The evidence against him was all forged. | The passport had a forged 

signature on it. | They flooded the country with forged banknotes in order to  

destabilize the economy. You can also say that something is a forgery: The passport  

was a forgery. insincereif someone is insincere, he or she is not being honest about  

their true feelings:His apology sounded insincere and I didn’t believe a word of it. | He 
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knew that her compliments were insincere. Insincere is not usually used before a  

noun. empty/hollowpromise | threat | gestureused when you do not believe that  

someone will do what they say:She accused the government of making empty  

promises in order to get votes. | He looked serious and I knew this was not a hollow 

threat. | We are not fooled by this empty gesture (=an action which will not have any 

real effect on the situation).spurious /ˈspjʊəriəs $ ˈspjʊr-

/claim | argument | reason | excuse | charges | allegationsused when you do not  

believe that what someone says is true, especially when it stops you from thinking  

about the real situation:Food manufacturers often make spurious claims about the 

health benefits of their products. | People say that the Earth’s climate is always  

changing, but that is a spurious argument. | The charges against him 

were spurious.THESAURUS: 

false→ untrue→ wrong (1)ANTONYMS → realANTONYMS → true 

fame /feɪm/ noun  the state of being known about by a lot of people because of 

your achievementsADJECTIVESinternational/worldwide fame The Beatles were the 
first British group to achieve international fame.national fame Her oil paintings won 

her national fame.local fame The restaurant rapidly acquired local fame for its 
excellent food.lasting/enduring fame (=used when someone is famous for a very 
long time) Beatrix Potter gained lasting fame for her children’s books.brief fame Ed 

achieved brief fame as a pop singer in the late 1980s.instant fame (=used when 
someone suddenly becomes famous) The success of her first novel brought her instant 
fame.great fame His acting ability brought him great fame.new-found fame (=used 

when someone has just become famous) Anna was finding it difficult to get used to 
her new-found fame.VERBS + famewin/gain fame He won fame when he appeared in 

the film ‘The Graduate’.achieve/find fame Amy Johnson found fame as a pilot when 
she became the first woman to fly from Britain to Australia.bring/win sb/sth 
fame Chomsky’s theories about language brought him fame.rise/come to 

fame (=become famous) She rose to fame during the early sixties.shoot to 
fame (=become famous very suddenly) She shot to fame as a result of her victory in 
the Olympics.seek fame (=try to become famous) He sought fame in the jazz clubs of 

New York.enjoy fame (=be famous) The town briefly enjoyed fame as the location of a 
popular television series.fame + VERBSsb’s fame spreads/grows By this time his 
fame had spread throughout the islands.sb’s fame rests on sth (=used to say what 

someone is famous for) His fame rests on his achievements as an 
engineer.PREPOSITIONSfame as sth She later achieved fame as a writer.of ... 
fame (=used to show what someone is famous for) The film was produced by George 

Lucas, of ‘Star Wars’ fame.PHRASESsb’s/sth’s rise to fame Her rise to fame has been 
astonishingly rapid.at the height of his/her fame (=when someone was most 
famous) At the height of his fame, he could earn $5,000 a day.sb’s/sth’s claim to 

fame (=reason for being famous) One of his main claims to fame is having invented 
the electric light bulb.fame and fortune (=being rich and famous) He came to London 
to seek fame and fortune. 
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familiar /fəˈmɪliə $ -ər/ adjective  if you are familiar with someone or 

something, or if they are familiar to you, you have seen, read, or used them 
beforeVERBSlook/sound/seem familiar Her face looks familiar and I’m sure I’ve seen 
her somewhere before.ADVERBSstrangely/oddly familiar The writing on the envelope 

looked strangely familiar.slightly/vaguely familiar Her face is vaguely familiar, but I 
can’t remember her name.depressingly/painfully familiar Those problems 
sound depressingly familiar.reassuringly familiar (=familiar in a way that makes you 

feel relaxed) His hometown looked reassuringly familiar.sth is all too familiar (=you 
have experienced the same thing many times before) The problem is all too familiar to 
many people.NOUNSa familiar face/voice I recognized a familiar face – it was one of 

my old school friends.a familiar figure (=someone you often see somewhere) The 
local policeman became a familiar figure in our school.familiar surroundings (=a 
place you know well) It was good to be back home in more familiar 

surroundings. | Some women prefer to give birth in familiar surroundings and choose a 
home birth.a familiar landmark (=a famous building that people can recognize 
easily) St Paul’s Cathedral is one of London’s most familiar landmarks.a familiar 

sight (=something that you often see) Beggars on the street are a familiar sight.a 
familiar name/word The company name sounds familiar. | Rearrange the letters so 

that they form a familiar word.a familiar refrain (=something that you often hear 
people say) Parents hear the familiar refrain from their children “I’m 
bored!”PREPOSITIONSsth is familiar to sb The name will be familiar to many 

people.sb is familiar with sth Are you familiar with his books? Familiar does not  

mean ‘connected with families’. Don’t say a familiar holiday. Say a family  

holiday.Familiar sounds a little formal. In everyday English, you often say that  

you know someone or something: Do you know Los Angeles? She knew him well.You  

can also say that you have heard of someone or something, when you are familiar  

with their name: I’m sure that I’ve heard of him from somewhere. THESAURUS: 

familiarbe acquainted with formalto be familiar with someone or  

something:Readers will already be acquainted with the basic techniques of digital  

photography. | He was well acquainted with the work of Karl Marx.  

family /ˈfæməli/ noun  a group of people who are related to each 

otherADJECTIVES/NOUNS + familya large/big/small family He came from a large 
family and had four sisters.a wealthy/rich/well-off family She was from a wealthy 

family and did not need to work.a poor/low-income/disadvantaged family Children 
from poor families are less likely to go to university.a young family (=with young 
children) It’s not easy bringing up a young family on your own.the whole family/the 

entire family/all the family We have invited the whole family to our house for 
Christmas. | This is a game which all the family can enjoy.the Smith/Jones/Brown 
etc family The Smith family are living in temporary accommodation.the royal 

family (=the king or queen and their family) The royal family have large estates in 
Scotland.sb’s immediate family (=closest relations) What if one of your immediate 
family were disabled?sb’s extended family (=including not only parents and children, 
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but also grandparents, aunts etc) She gets a lot of help from her extended family.a 

one-parent/single-parent family Many of the kids are from one-parent families.a 
two-parent family The traditional two-parent family was seen as the best way of 

bringing up children.a nuclear family (=a family consisting of a mother, a father, and 
their children) Not everyone lives in a typical nuclear family.a close/close-knit 
family (=spending a lot of time together and supporting each other) Laura’s family are 

very close.a dysfunctional family formal (=a family with bad relationships between 
the members) Children from dysfunctional families need special help.VERBScome from 
a family He comes from a family of doctors.start a family (=start to have 

children) She wanted to get married and start a family.bring up/raise a 
family (=look after children until they are grown up) You can work as well as bringing 
up a family.support your family (=provide the money and things they need) He 

works hard to support his family.have family somewhere I moved to Australia 
because I had family there.sth runs in the family (=used to say that many members 
have an illness, feature, ability etc) Depression runs in my family.family + NOUNSa 

family member/a member of the family He lost two members of his family in the 
disaster.sb’s family background He comes from a stable family background.a family 
history Is there a family history of heart disease?family life Some people believe that 

television is destroying family life.family ties (=connections between people who are 
related to each other) The family ties began to weaken, as younger members of the 
family moved away.a family unit formal (=a family that lives together) They thought it 

was important to preserve the family unit.a family business (=one run by members of 
a family) My parents expected me to join the family business.sb’s family 
home (=where someone’s family live and where they lived as a child) Her family 

home is in a village outside Derry.a family car (=one designed for families with 
children) It’s a practical family car that is also fun to drive.a family holiday BrE a 
family vacation AmE Most of our family holidays were spent in the south of France.a 

family resemblance (=when members of the same family look like each 
other) There’s a strong family resemblance between all the sisters.PREPOSITIONSa 
family of four/five etc This house isn’t big enough for a family of seven.in sb’s 

family Everyone in my family is smarter than me.Don’t say My family is five. Say There 
are five people in my family. 

famine /ˈfæmɪn/ noun  a situation in which a large number of people have little 

or no food for a long time and many people dieADJECTIVESa severe/terrible 
famine The country suffered a severe famine last year.a devastating famine (=it 
causes a lot of damage) A devastating famine killed over one million 

people.widespread famine Lack of rain produced widespread famine in Africa.the 
worst famine In Sudan the year 1888 is remembered as the worst famine in 
history.VERBSsuffer a famine When the potato crop failed, the people of 

Ireland suffered a terrible famine.be hit by famine The charity continues to support 
food distribution in the areas hit by famine.be facing famine Millions of people in West 
Africa are facing famine.cause a famine The poor harvest caused a famine.relieve a 

famine (=end it) Donations of grain from Western nations 
gradually relieved the famine in Ethiopia.famine + NOUNSfamine victims also victims 
of famine The organization was founded to provide aid to famine victims.famine 

relief (=help for people suffering from famine) A concert was organized to raise money 
for famine relief.famine areas The worst famine areas are in the north of the country. 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [821] 

famous /ˈfeɪməs/ adjective  known about by a lot of people in a country or in the 

world, especially because someone or something is very good or impressiveNOUNSa 
famous writer/actor/singer/artist Leonardo was one of the most famous 
artists who has ever lived.a famous person/man/woman Many famous people are 

buried there, including Oscar Wilde and Jim Morrison.a famous 
book/story/poem/painting ‘Nineteen Eighty-Four’ was Orwell’s most famous book.a 
famous name/brand The company owns some famous names, including Johnnie 

Walker whisky and Gordon’s gin.famous phrase/words In John Donne’s famous 
phrase, “No man is an island”.a famous example/case The painting is probably the 
most famous example of his work.a famous victory The Democrats were celebrating 

a famous victory by Barack Obama.VERBSbecome famous She became famous for the 
gardens she created.make sb famous The song made him 
famous.ADVERBSinternationally famous The internationally famous Munich beer 

festival is held in the autumn. If something is famous all over the world, you say that  

it is world-famous: Cheddar cheese is world-famous. PREPOSITIONSfamous for 

sth France is famous for its wine.famous as sth He is famous as the man who 

invented the internet.THESAURUS: famouswell-

knownbrand | book | story | play | poem | artist | writer | actor | face | figure 

| companyused about things and people that many people know about:a well-known 

brand of breakfast cereal | The film is based on a well-known children’s book. | A well-

known story tells of a beautiful princess who is woken from her sleep. | The exhibition  

features works by some well-known artists, including Damien Hirst and Tracy  

Emin. | There are some well-known faces in the show. | Michael appeared in many 

shows and concerts and was a well-known figure in the theatre in  

Bradford, (=someone who people know well). | He works for a well-known insurance 

company. | She is well known for her views. | His work is well known 

among people who collect modern art. You write well-known with a hyphen before  

a noun: a well-known poem. You write well known without a hyphen when you use  

it on its own: He became very well known for his  

paintings. legendarysinger | musician | performer | player | figure | name | re

putation | ability | couragevery famous and greatly admired for a long time – used 

especially about a singer, musician, or performer, often one who has died:The album 

features songs by legendary guitar player Jimi  

Hendrix. | Her courage was legendary. | Newman was legendary for his good 

looks.eminentscientist | historian | scholar | professor | doctor | surgeon | eco

nomist | memberused about scientists and experts who are greatly respected  

because of their knowledge:Professor Dawkins is one of the most eminent scientists in  

his field. | The book contains contributions from many eminent scholars in various  

parts of the world. | This is the view taken by the eminent American economist J. K.  



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [822] 

Galbraith. | The Royal Geological Society has many eminent  

members.celebratedcase | example | artist | writer | painter | study | experime

nt | collectionfamous and often mentioned:In one celebrated case, the jury decided 

that a man was not guilty, because he was asleep at the time when the crime was  

committed. | Frida Kahlo is one of Mexico’s most celebrated artists. | Kenneth Clark is  

famous for his celebrated study of Western Civilization. | We visited the 14th-century  

church to see its celebrated collection of medieval  

monuments.bigname | brandfamous and very popular or important. Big sounds  

rather informal:Some big names will be at the concert, including Coldplay and 

Beyoncé. | People tend to choose the big brands, which they know they can rely  

on. | The band is big in America.renownedfamous for something:The British  

are renowned for their love of animals. | Colombia is world-renowned for its  

coffee. | The city has an internationally renowned art school. You can also talk about  

someone being famous using the noun fame, for example: The book brought him  

worldwide fame (=it made him famous). She achieved/gained fame for her  

discoveries (=she became famous). The band enjoyed fame during the 1990s (=they  

were famous). | The city’s main claim to fame is its cathedral (=the main reason it is  

famous). FAMOUS FOR DOING SOMETHING BADnotorious /nəʊˈtɔːriəs, nə- $ noʊ-, nə-

/criminal | killer | gang | case | example | reputationused about people, places,  

and cases that are famous for bad reasons:Al Capone was one of America’s most  

notorious criminals. | In one notorious case, a police officer was allowed to go free 

after shooting an innocent man in the street. | The city is notorious for its level of  

violence.infamouscase | event | incident | wordsfamous for being extremely bad –  

used especially about something that is very shocking:The massacre was one of  

the most infamous events of the Vietnam War. | He uttered his now infamous  

words “Read my lips. No new taxes.” | The country became infamous for its  

treatment of political prisoners.NOT FAMOUSunknownnot famous:The painting is by  

an unknown Scottish artist. | The singer is virtually unknown outside the US (=almost  

unknown). | Her work remained unknown for many years. | They found 

an unknown early play by Tennessee Williams.little-knownonly known about by a few 

people:Phyllis Pearsall was the little-known artist who created the A–Z map of  

London. | The film featured a little-known young Scottish actor. | The orchestra will  

perform a little-known work by a Swiss composer. | Cornhill was until recently a little-

known insurance company.obscureonly known about by a very small number of  

people, especially people who have special knowledge or interest in a subject:They 

listened to Guitar Gabriel, Big Boy Henry, and other obscure recording artists. | The 
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lines are by an obscure 17th-century English poet. | At that time Truman was  

an obscure politician, but he later became president of the United States. | She is  

appearing in an obscure Shakespeare play called ‘Love’s Labours Lost’. | He bought  

shares in an obscure software company, which made him very rich.minornot famous 

or important:The pictures are mainly by minor artists. | This is one of  

Beethoven’s minor works. An unsung hero is someone who deserves praise for their  

efforts, even though they are not famous: Coaches like Ron are the unsung heroes of  

British athletics.A has-been is someone who is no longer famous or important. Has-

been is a disapproving informal use: The show is full of old Hollywood has-beens.  

fan /fæn/ noun  someone who likes a famous person or a particular kind of sport, 

music, film etc very muchNOUNS + fana football/tennis/baseball etc fan Jack is a 

keen football fan.a music/jazz/rock etc fan Every year jazz fans come to the 
Montreux Jazz Festival.a film/movie fan This book about Hollywood is essential 
reading for film fans.a Manchester United/Red Sox/Colts etc fan Manchester 

United fans were delighted with their team’s victory.a Beatles/Bob Marley etc fan I 
didn’t know you were a Lady Gaga fan!ADJECTIVESa big/great/huge/massive 
fan Elizabeth is a massive fan of Elton John.a keen/avid/ardent fan He is 

an avid tennis fan and has been to all the major tournaments.a devoted/dedicated 
fan (=a very strong supporter or admirer) Devoted fans from all over the country have 

travelled to the concert.a loyal fan (=who always supports someone) He will be 
playing to hundreds of loyal fans on Sunday.a die-hard/hard-core fan (=a fan who is 
one of a small group of people who will always like and support someone or 

something) He is a die-hard fan of the show and has never missed a single episode.a 
lifelong fan (=someone who has been a fan since they were young) Like his father, he 
was a lifelong fan of Liverpool football club.adoring fans (=who like and admire 

someone very much) She’s surrounded by adoring fans wherever she goes.sb’s 
number one fan She told the singer that she was his number one fan.rival/opposing 
fans (=who support different teams) There were fights between rival fans outside the 

stadium. | The player had abuse hurled at him by rival fans.home fans (=at their own 
team’s sports field) The home fans cheered the team onto the pitch.away/visiting 
fans (=who have travelled to another team’s sports field) Two sections of the ground 

had been allocated to away fans.VERBSfans cheer/applaud (sb/sth) Fans on both 
sides applauded their skill and spirit.fans boo (sb/sth) (=make disapproving 
noises) Their own fans booed them as they left the pitch.fans chant sth (=keep 

shouting something) England fans chanted his name.delight/please 
fans He delighted his fans by coming back on stage and singing three more 
songs.disappoint fans The concert was cancelled, disappointing hundreds 

of fans.fan + NOUNSfan mail/letters The band receives lots of fan mail.a fan 
club Her fan club has 25,000 members in the UK.sb’s fan base (=the people who are 
someone’s fans) The band has built up a loyal fan base over the 

years.THESAURUS: fanadmirersomeone who admires a famous writer, leader,  

painter, or performer, especially with the result that this influences what they 

do:President Obama is a great admirer of Abraham Lincoln. | The artist was a keen 
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admirer of Picasso’s work and you can see this in his paintings (=he liked Picasso’s  

work very much).lovera music/opera/jazz etc lover | an animal/dog/cat etc  

lover | a nature loversomeone who likes a particular subject, activity, or animal very  

much:Opera lovers have been waiting for the concert for months. | The British are a  

nation of animal lovers. | The island is a paradise for nature lovers. | This book is the 

ideal present for lovers of gardening.supportera Manchester United/Liverpool etc  

supporter | a football/soccer supportersomeone who likes a particular soccer team 

and often goes to watch them play:Manchester United supporters cheered when 

Rooney scored the winning goal. | Hundreds of football supporters were making their  

way to the stadium. | His son is a keen supporter of Barcelona.buffa film/movie 

buff | a jazz/opera buff | a wine buff | a history buffsomeone who is interested in  

a particular subject and knows a lot about it:My brother is a movie buff and he can tell  

you all the movies that a director has made. | The show is mainly of interest to jazz  

buffs. | The museum is seeking history buffs to serve as volunteer tour guides.addicta 

TV addict | a news addict | a chocolate addict | a computer games 

addictsomeone who watches, eats, or does something too much, because they like it a  

lot:She’s a TV addict and she spends half her life in front of the television. | Are we 

becoming a nation of chocolate addicts? | We’re both addicts of the show and we 

watch it every Saturday night. The original meaning of addict is ‘someone who  

cannot stop taking dangerous illegal drugs’. This meaning has expanded to include  

less harmful things. enthusiasta car/motoring enthusiast | a railway/aircraft  

enthusiast | a DIY enthusiast | a sports enthusiastsomeone who is very  

interested in a subject, and often has a lot of technical knowledge about it:The 

exhibition will be of interest to classic car owners and other motoring enthusiasts. | My 

dad was a keen model railway enthusiast and had his own model railway in his  

garden. | She’s a great sports enthusiast.  

fanatic /fəˈnætɪk/ noun  1. disapproving someone who has very extreme political 

or religious ideas, which you strongly disagree withADJECTIVESa religious fanatic He 
was murdered by a religious fanatic.a crazed fanatic A bunch of crazed fanatics tried 

to blow up a crowded subway train.a right-wing/left-wing fanatic The party is full 
of right-wing fanatics who want to start another war.2. informal someone who likes 

doing something very much GrammarFanatic is usually used after a noun in this  

meaning. NOUNS + fanatica sports/football/baseball fanatic The family are 

all sports fanatics and they love watching games on TV.a fitness fanatic He is 

a fitness fanatic and he is in the gym every morning at 6 a.m.a crossword/chess 
fanatic The website is aimed at crossword fanatics, and there are thousands of puzzles 
on it. 

fantastic /fænˈtæstɪk/ adjective  THESAURUS > excellent 
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fantasy /ˈfæntəsi/ noun (plural fantasies)  something that you imagine 

happening to you, which is extremely unlikelyADJECTIVES/NOUNS + fantasya childhood 
fantasy The story is just a childhood fantasy.a romantic fantasy She started 
having romantic fantasies about her boss.sth is pure/sheer fantasy (=it is not really 

true) None of this will ever happen – it’s all pure fantasy.a sexual/erotic fantasy He 
writes about his sexual fantasies.VERBShave fantasies about sth He had 
fantasies about being a famous actor.act out/play out/live out your fantasies (=do 

what you imagine you would like to do) For many people, computer games are a way 
of acting out their fantasies.fantasy + NOUNSa fantasy world She created a fantasy 
world, in order to escape from her job at the factory.a fantasy novel/story/tale The 

book is a fantasy tale about a boy and his dragon.a fantasy figure Marilyn Monroe was 
a real person, not just a Hollywood fantasy figure.a fantasy life He lived in a fantasy 
life where he thought he was a kind of superhero.PHRASESthe realms of 

fantasy (=used when you think someone’s ideas are completely wrong and not based 
on reality) The idea belongs in the realms of fantasy.sb is living in (a) fantasy 
land (=they are imagining something that will never happen) If he thinks he can 

persuade them, he’s living in fantasy land.not even/never in your wildest 
fantasies (=used especially when saying that something is very surprising) Even in 

my wildest fantasies, I never imagined that I would get the job. 

far /fɑː $ fɑːr/ adjective, adverb  a long distance from 

somewherePREPOSITIONS/ADVERBSfar from sth He was far from home.far 

away They could hear the sound of water not far away. GrammarFar is not used  

before a noun. You use distant, remote, or faraway instead. Don’t say My house is 

far. Say My house is a long way from here. Far is not usually used on its own. Far is 

most commonly used in questions and in negative sentences: “How far is it to the 

station?” “It’s not very far.”THESAURUS: fara long wayif something is a long 

way, it is a long distance from a place. A long way is much more common 

than far:It’s a long way to the next town. | The school is a long way from her  

house. | The airport is a long way away – over 50 miles.miles informalvery far:I  

was miles from the nearest hospital. | We had been walking for miles and needed a  

rest.distant especially  

literarysound | voice | star | planet | galaxy | horizon | land | thunder | gunfire

a long distance away, and often difficult to see or hear:I could hear the distant  

sound of thunder. | On the distant horizon they saw a small fishing boat. | Several  

miles distant was the border with  

Switzerland.remotevillage | island | area | place | location | part | cornera very  

long distance away from the nearest town or city, so that few people go there:He 

comes from a remote mountain village in Nepal. | They travelled to one of the most  

remote corners of the world to make this film. | This area is physically remote 

from the rest of the USA (=used to emphasize that a place is  

remote).faraway especially literaryplace | land | country | kingdoma very long 

distance away:a traveller from a faraway land | He lay in bed dreaming of faraway 
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countries. | Her home was in faraway Australia. Far away is written as two words  

when it is used as an adverbial phrase: Her only living relative lived far away in  

America.  

faraway adjective, adverb  THESAURUS > far 

fare /feə $ fer/ noun  the price you pay to travel somewhere by bus, train, plane 

etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS + farean air fare/a plane fare Air fares are becoming much 
cheaper.a train fare also a rail fare BrE Train fares are too expensive.a bus/coach 

fare The coach fare is only £20.a taxi fare The taxi fare from the airport is €25.a one-
way fare also a single fare BrE A one-way fare costs £75.a return fare BrE a 
round-trip fare AmE (=which includes going to a place and coming back) The airline is 

offering a $99 round-trip fare.cheap/low fares Several companies offer cheap fares to 
Barcelona.high fares People are fed up with paying high fares for short flights.full 
fare If you are not a student, you have to pay full fare.half fare Children can 

travel half fare.the normal/standard fare The standard fare is £30, but you pay less 
if you book early.the first-class/second-class fare How much is the first-class 
fare to London?fare + NOUNSa fare increase/rise People who travel to work by train 

are complaining about the fare increases.a fare dodger (=someone who travels 
without paying) Fare dodgers will be punished if they are caught.VERBSpay a fare You 
get on the bus, pay your fare, then sit down.cut/lower/reduce fares If train 

companies reduce their fares, it will encourage people to use their cars 
less.increase/put up fares The airline plans to increase its fares by 10%.fares 
increase/go up Fares have gone up three times in the last two years.fares 

decrease/go down Fares have decreased by as much as 20%.PREPOSITIONSthe fare 

to a place How much is the fare to Boston?THESAURUS: fare→ cost1 (1)  

farm /fɑːm $ fɑːrm/ noun  an area of land used for growing crops or keeping 

animalsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + farma sheep/cattle/pig farm His family owns a sheep 
farm in Australia.a dairy farm (=a farm that has cows and produces milk) The milk 
comes from local dairy farms.an arable farm (=where crops such as wheat or corn are 

grown) The wheat is grown on huge arable farms in Canada.a fruit farm He lives on 
a fruit farm and helps to pick apples.an organic farm (=where artificial chemicals are 
not used) Organic farms are better for the environment.a factory farm (=where many 

animals are kept inside, in small spaces, and made to grow or produce eggs very 
quickly) It is cruel to keep animals on factory farms.a 300-hectare/400-acre etc 

farm He bought a 300-hectare farm in Shropshire.VERBSwork on a farm I used 
to work on a farm when I was younger.live on a farm She lives on a farm in 
Wiltshire.own/have a farm The family owned a small farm in Suffolk.manage/run a 

farm He manages a large dairy farm.grow sth on a farm They grew wheat and 
barley on their farm.farm + NOUNSfarm produce (=things that are produced on a 
farm, such as vegetables or eggs) The local shop sells farm produce.farm animals This 

crop is used mainly for feeding farm animals.a farm worker/labourer They employ 
temporary farm workers to pick the fruit. | The cottages were built for farm labourers.a 
farm building The farmhouse is separated by hedges from other farm buildings.farm 

machinery In the field, there was a tractor and some other farm 

machinery.THESAURUS: farmrancha very large farm, especially in the US or  
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Australia, where they keep cattle, horses, or sheep:His family owns a 73,000 acre 

ranch in Texas. | a cattle ranch in Wyomingvineyarda place where grapes are grown 

to make wine:The vineyard produces about 5,400 bottles of wine a year.orcharda 

cherry/apple/pear orchardan area of land with trees, used for growing fruit:Kent  

was once full of apple orchards. | The orchards are in blossom at this time of  

year.plantationa tea/coffee plantation | a cotton/sugar/rubber plantation | a 

banana plantationa farm in a hot country, where they grow crops such as tea or  

cotton:The tea is grown on plantations in northern India.grovean olive grove | a 

lemon/orange grove | a palm/coconut grovea place where they grow olives,  

oranges, lemons etc:The town is surrounded by olive groves.market gardenan area of  

land, often with greenhouses on it, used for growing vegetables and fruit:He runs his  

own market garden, and sells his produce to the big supermarkets.smallholding BrEa 

piece of land used for farming, that is smaller than an ordinary farm:We bought a  

smallholding and started farming organically.homesteada piece of land for farming  

that was given to people in the past by the US and Canadian governments:He still  

farms on the family homestead, a hundred years after his grandfather received 

it.spread AmE informalan area of land used for farming or ranching:They have a big  

spread just south of the Canadian border.allotment BrEa small area of land of land,  

especially in a town or city, which you can use for growing your own vegetables. The 

land is usually owned by the local council, who charge a very low rent:We grew the 

tomatoes on our allotment.  

farmer /ˈfɑːmə $ ˈfɑːrmər/ noun  someone who owns or manages a 

farmADJECTIVES/NOUNS + farmeran organic farmer Organic farmers don’t use 
chemicals that damage the environment.a local farmer We buy our eggs from a local 

farmer.a dairy farmer (=farmers who keep cows for their milk) He is a dairy 
farmer with a herd of 100 cows.a sheep/pig/cattle/chicken farmer Sheep 
farmers have been keeping sheep here for hundreds of years. | Some chicken 

farmers let their birds live outside in the daytime.a rice/wheat/cotton/tobacco 
farmer In Japan, rice farmers receive a lot of money from the government. | Tobacco 
farmers used to use slaves.a livestock farmer (=farmers who keep animals) Livestock 

farmers need to get their animals to market.a beef farmer (=a farmer who keeps 
cattle for their meat) Beef farmers want their animals to be in good condition.a hill 
farmer BrE (=a farmer who keeps sheep and other animals in the hills) Hill 

farmers often struggle with difficult weather conditions 

farming /ˈfɑːmɪŋ $ ˈfɑːr-/ noun  the activity of growing crops or keeping animals 

to produce foodADJECTIVES/NOUNS + farmingorganic farming Organic farming does 

not use chemicals that will harm the environment.sheep/pig farming There is a lot 
of sheep farming in central Australia.dairy farming (=keeping cows for their milk) The 
grass makes the area suitable for dairy farming.chicken/poultry farming (=keeping 

chickens and other birds) Poultry farming is a big industry.arable farming (=in which 
you grow crops such as wheat) There is a big difference between arable farming and 
keeping animals.intensive farming (=in which large numbers of animals are kept 
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together in crowded conditions) Many people think that intensive farming is bad for 

humans as well as the animals.subsistence farming (=in which the farmer can only 
produce enough food to feed his or her family) The region is poor and relies heavily 

on subsistence farming.hill farming BrE Hill farming is very hard work and the farmers 
often earn very little money.farming + NOUNSthe farming industry The farming 
industry gets huge amounts of money from the government.a farming 

community In farming communities many people own shotguns.farming 
methods Modern farming methods make it possible to grow far more food than ever 

before.THESAURUS: farmingagriculturefarming as an economic activity or a  

subject that you study:The population increase led to a rapid development of  

agriculture. | She studied agriculture at college.  

fascinating /ˈfæsəneɪtɪŋ/ adjective  THESAURUS > interesting 

fascination noun  the feeling of being extremely interested in 

somethingADJECTIVESgreat fascination The children listened with great fascination to 

the story.a particular fascination There was one painting in the gallery that held 
a particular fascination for me.a morbid/unhealthy fascination (=that seems 
unusual and bad for you) He developed an unhealthy fascination with guns.an 

enduring/abiding fascination (=it lasts a long time) Venice has always held 
an enduring fascination for artists.a lifelong fascination She has had a lifelong 
fascination with the islands.continued/constant/endless fascination The Loch Ness 

Monster is a subject of endless fascination.VERBSsb has a fascination with sth The 
boy had a fascination with all forms of transport.sth has/holds a fascination for 
sb She studied in the US as a teenager, and American culture has held a fascination for 

her ever since.watch (sb/sth) with fascination They watched with fascination as the 
turtle laid its eggs.sth retains its fascination (=it continues to be fascinating) The 
Lake District retains its fascination for people from all over the world.sth’s fascination 

lies in sth (=used when saying why something is fascinating) Much of the 
film’s fascination lies in the fact that it is based on true events.PREPOSITIONSa 
fascination with/for sth He’s had a fascination with trains ever since he was a 

child.PHRASESsth is a source of fascination (=it is fascinating) Her life has been a 
source of fascination to French writers from Voltaire to the present day.a 
subject/object/topic of fascination The royal family has always been a subject of 

fascination throughout history. 

fashion /ˈfæʃən/ noun  1. a style of clothes that is popular at a particular 

timeADJECTIVESthe latest fashion The store sells all the latest fashions.Don’t say the 

last fashion.men’s/women’s fashions Men’s fashions have not changed much in the 
last 50 years.high fashion (=fashion by top designers) She longed to be involved in 
the glamorous world of high fashion.fashion-conscious (=very interested in the latest 

fashions, and always wanting to wear fashionable clothes) Fashion-conscious people 
can’t get enough of these new designs.VERBSkeep up with fashion (=make sure that 
you know about the most recent fashions) Lucy likes to keep up with the 

latest fashions.follow fashion (=wear what is fashionable) Don’t follow fashion blindly, 
but think about what suits you.fashion + NOUNSthe fashion industry/world London is 
the centre of the British fashion industry. | Small women are often overlooked by the 

fashion world.a fashion model Fashion models are usually very tall.a fashion 
magazine She’s the editor of a leading fashion magazine.a fashion show Calvin 
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Klein’s fashion show featured suits and sportswear.fashion design/designer He went 

to St Martin’s School of Art to study fashion design. | Her favourite fashion 
designers include Giorgio Armani and Gianfranco Ferré.a fashion house (=a company 

that produces new and expensive styles of clothes) All the big fashion houses will be at 
the show.fashion photograph/photography/photographer a book of 
Avedon’s fashion photographs | Later he worked as a fashion photographer for Vogue.a 

fashion shoot (=an occasion when photographs are taken of fashion models) She was 
asked to star with top model Naomi Campbell in a fashion shoot.a fashion 
victim informal (=someone who always wears what is fashionable, even if it makes 

them look bad) I didn’t want to look like a fashion victim.2. a situation in which 
something is popular for a period of timePHRASESbe in fashion (=be 
fashionable) Gangster movies are in fashion again this year.be out of fashion (=no 

longer fashionable) His teaching methods are now out of fashion.go/fall out of 
fashion (=stop being fashionable) The Beatles’ songs will never go out of 
fashion.come back into fashion (=become fashionable again) Her paintings 

have come back into fashion.be the height of fashion (=be very fashionable) Wigs 
were considered to be the height of fashion.VERBSfashions change also fashions 
come and go Fashions change at an alarming rate.start/set a fashion Prince 

Albert started the fashion for having trees at Christmas.PREPOSITIONSa fashion for 
sth There was a fashion for big cars in the 1950s.fashions in sth Fashions 

in education come and go.THESAURUS: fashionvogue formalif there is a vogue 

for something, or it is in vogue, it is fashionable:There was a vogue for cream 

furniture in the 1920s. | His pictures are very much in vogue these days. | the current  

vogue for realistic animated filmstrenda way of doing something or a way of thinking  

that is becoming fashionable or popular:The magazine focuses on the latest trends  

in contemporary design. | The trend is for people to wait longer to marry and have 

children.craze/fad informala fashion, activity, type of music etc that suddenly  

becomes very popular, but only remains popular for a short time – often used about  

things that you think are rather silly:It’s the new fitness craze from America. | People  

will get tired of the current fad for cooking programmes. | I’m sure it’s just a passing  

fad (=something that will soon stop being fashionable). | Fad diets can be 

dangerous.sth is all the rageused when saying that something is very popular and 

fashionable for a short time:The game was all the rage at her school.  

fashionable /ˈfæʃənəbəl/ adjective  modern and popular at the present 

timeNOUNSfashionable clothes She likes her clothes to look young and fashionable.a 

fashionable store/restaurant/club Rodeo Drive is full of fashionable stores.a 
fashionable area/district/resort Acapulco become a fashionable resort in the 
1950s.a fashionable address (=a fashionable place to live) Mayfair is London’s 

most fashionable address.a fashionable idea/view/theory He doesn’t agree with all 
these fashionable teaching ideas.a fashionable design/style The house was built in 
a fashionable modern style.a fashionable word/term/phrase/topic ‘Diversity’ has 

become a fashionable word.VERBSbecome fashionable Long before it became 
fashionable, the restaurant only served locally produced food.make sth 
fashionable The town was made fashionable by Hollywood stars such as Frank 

Sinatra.ADVERBSvery/highly fashionable Their clothes look good, as well as 
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being highly fashionable.no longer fashionable His ideas are no longer 

fashionable these days.PREPOSITIONSbe fashionable among/with a group of 
people Tight jeans were fashionable among teenagers.it is fashionable for sb to do 

sth It was fashionable for women to wear huge hats covered with bird 

feathers. Instead of saying that something is fashionable, you can say that it is in  

fashion: Short hair was in fashion.Instead of saying that something becomes  

fashionable, you can say that it comes into fashion: Their music  

is coming back into fashion.Instead of saying that something is no longer  

fashionable, you can say that it has gone out of fashion: His work has never gone  

out of fashion. THESAURUS: fashionabletrendy informalfashionable – often  

used in a slightly disapproving or joking way:That’s a very trendy tie you’re  

wearing. | She criticized their trendy teaching methods.stylishfashionable and well-

designed in an attractive way:She was wearing a stylish two-piece suit. | Sweden has a  

reputation for stylish design.cool informalfashionable – used especially about  

someone’s appearance:Michael looked very cool in his dark jacket and 

sunglasses. | White socks and sandals is not a cool look.be in fashionto be 

fashionable at a particular time:At that time long hair was in fashion. | The Sixties look  

is back in fashion.ANTONYMS → unfashionable 

fast1 /fɑːst $ fæst/ adjective  1. moving quickly or able to move quicklyNOUNSa 

fast car/train/plane/boat Her husband liked driving fast cars.a fast 
runner/walker/driver Bolt is the fastest runner in the race.a fast pace They were 

walking at a fast pace and she found it hard to keep up.a fast time The fastest time for 
the 100 metres is under 10 seconds.the fast lane (=the part of a road for vehicles that 
can go fast) He pulled out into the fast lane to go past a truck.a fast road (=where 

people drive fast) Be careful when driving in the rain on fast 
roads.ADVERBSextremely/incredibly/unbelievably fast The plane is incredibly 
fast and can reach speeds of over 1,500 miles an hour.PHRASESthe fastest ... in the 

world/on earth The cheetah is the fastest animal in the 

world. Fast or quick?Fast is the usual word to use when talking about speed of  

movement. You say a fast train or a fast runner (not a ‘quick’ one).Quick is the usual  

word to use when something takes a short time. You  

say a quick shower or a quick meal (not a ‘fast’ one). However, food that is made and  

eaten quickly is called fast food.When talking about the speed at which someone can  

do something, you can use either fast or quick. You can say She’s  

a fast learner, or a quick learner. However, you say a fast computer (not a ‘quick’  
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one). THESAURUS: fasthigh-speedtrain | line | service | rail  

link | collision | chaseable to travel very quickly, or happening when someone is  

travelling very quickly:High-speed trains can travel from London to Paris in just over  

two hours. | The bus was involved in a high-speed collision but luckily no one was  

hurt. | The police caught up with the gang after a high-speed 

chase.supersonicaircraft | plane | jet | airliner | fighter | bomber | speed | fligh

ta supersonic aircraft can travel faster than the speed of sound:Concorde was the 

world’s first supersonic passenger aircraft. | The Air Force's F–22 supersonic  

fighter cost billions of dollars. | The plane was travelling at supersonic  

speed.expresstrain | bus | coach | servicean express train or bus travels quickly  

because it does not stop at many places:An express train suddenly came rushing  

past. | The airport express service operates every 15 minutes. You can also  

use express as a noun: It’s quicker if you take the  

express. swiftmovement | kick | stroke | water | currentmoving  

quickly. Swift sounds rather formal and is mainly used in written English:With a  

sudden swift movement, he seized the shotgun with his left hand. | She gave the door  

a swift kick. | He cut off the branch with one swift stroke. | The water was very swift,  

shallow, and rocky.briskwalk | pacequick and energetic:They went for a brisk walk in  

the countryside. | We set off at a brisk pace.fast-

flowingriver | stream | water | currentfast-flowing water moves quickly:He fell into  

the fast-flowing river.ANTONYMS → slow2. able to do something quicklyNOUNSa fast 

computer/processor/chip Computer companies want faster chips, and faster means 

smaller.a fast machine It is one of the fastest machines on the market.a fast 
worker/learner/reader He’s a fast worker and he should have it done by 

lunchtime.THESAURUS: fastquicklearner | worker | reader | mind | brainable  

to do something quickly:He was a quick learner and his English seemed to get better  

every day. | His mind was surprisingly quick for someone of his age.high-

speedbroadband | internet accesshigh-speed internet connections operate very  

quickly:Do you have a high-speed broadband connection at home? | All rooms 

have high-speed internet access.ANTONYMS → slow3. taking only a short time to do 

somethingTHESAURUS: fast→ quick (1)  

fast2 /fɑːst $ fæst/ adverb  at a high speedVERBSgo/drive/travel 

fast You’re driving too fast – slow down.run/walk fast You can run much faster than I 

can.move fast (=take action quickly) The rescue workers knew that they had to move 
fast.work fast There’s a lot to do – we need to work fast.learn fast In this job, you 
have to learn fast.be falling/sinking fast The temperature was falling fast.be 

growing/rising fast Inflation is rising fast.be fading fast (=disappearing 

quickly) Outside the window, the light was fading fast.THESAURUS: 
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fastquicklyused especially about actions that do not take much time or things that  

happen in a short time:She looked quickly around the hall. | They quickly became good  

friends. | Quickly fry the onions, then add the meat. | I wanted to get out of the 

situation as quickly as possible.rapidlyquickly – used about changes, increases,  

improvements etc:The population is growing rapidly. | Fashions change rapidly. | There 

is a rapidly expanding demand for air travel.swiftlyquickly, especially so that an  

unwanted situation does not continue:The police reacted swiftly and arrested a  

man. | The government will have to act swiftly to get out of the crisis.promptlywithout  

any delay:She always pays her bills promptly. | Make sure you return your  

form promptly. | His brother took over the firm and promptly sold it.flat  

out informalas fast as you can:Everyone has been working flat out to get the job  

finished on time. | Increase your speed until you are running flat out.  

fasten /ˈfɑːsən $ ˈfæ-/ verb  to join together two sides or ends of something in 

order to close it, or join together two things so they are attachedADVERBSfasten sth 
tightly/securely The gate was fastened securely with a padlock and chain.fasten sth 

together A paperclip is for fastening pieces of paper together.NOUNSfasten your 
belt/seat belt Please fasten your seat belts ready for landing.fasten your 
coat/tie/shoes I stopped to fasten my shoe.fasten a rope/chain He fastened the 

rope to a metal ring on the harbor wall.PREPOSITIONSfasten sth to sth A name badge 
was fastened to his jacket with a safety pin.fasten sth around sth She fastened a silk 

scarf around her neck.THESAURUS: fastenattachto fasten something firmly to  

another object or surface, using screws, nails, tape, glue etc:The boards were attached  

with screws. | The prisoner was attached to the wall with chains.jointo connect or  

fasten things together:Join the pieces using a strong glue. | The wing section is joined 

to the main part of the plane by hundreds of rivets.glueto join things together using  

glue:Glue the two pieces of card together. | The poster was glued to the wall.tapeto  

fasten something using tape:The students’ name cards were taped to the 

table.stapleto fasten something using staples (=a small piece of wire that is pressed 

through paper using a special machine):The card was stapled to his passport.clipto  

fasten things together using a clip (=a small metal object):A photo was clipped to the 

letter.tieto fasten a tie, shoelaces etc by making a knot:Don’t forget to tie your  

shoelaces! | He tied a knot so that the string wouldn't slip.do sth up especially BrEto  

fasten a piece of clothing or the buttons etc on it:The teacher doesn’t have time to do 

up every child’s coat. | "I can't fasten my dress." "Let me do it up for you."button 

(up)to fasten a shirt, coat etc with buttons:His shirt was buttoned right to the 

top. | Can you help me button up my coat?zip (up)to fasten a piece of clothing, a bag 

etc with a zip:Zip up your jacket, it’s cold.buckle (up)to fasten a seat belt, belt, shoe 

etc that has a buckle (=a small metal object that fits through a hole in a strap):The 

little girl struggled to buckle her shoes. | You should always buckle up when you're  
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driving.unfasten/untie/undo/unbutton/unzipto open something that is  

fastened:Do not unfasten your seatbelt until the car has stopped completely.  

fat1 /fæt/ adjective  1. weighing too much because you have too much flesh on 

your body Be careful when you use fatFat is a very direct word. You might use it  

about yourself, but it will usually cause offence if you use it about someone else. The  

same is true about other words meaning fat. ADJECTIVESa fat 

man/woman/boy/girl He was a short fat man in his early fifties.a fat person The 
number of fat people in Britain is rising.a fat baby/child/teenager People made fun 

of him at school because he was a fat child.a fat stomach also a fat 
belly informal The exercise is good for getting rid of a fat stomach.a fat face She was 
a small woman with a fat face.fat hands/fingers His fat fingers made playing the 

guitar difficult.fat legs/thighs/bottom He ran as fast as his fat legs would carry 
him.VERBSget/become fat also grow fat formal You’ll get fat if you eat too much 
chocolate.look fat Do I look fat in this dress?make sb fat Eating too much fast food 

will make you fat.ADVERBSextremely/enormously/incredibly fat I was incredibly 

fat in those days.PHRASESbig fat informal He had a big fat stomach.THESAURUS: 

fatoverweightweighing more than you should:One in three Americans is  

overweight. | She was several kilos overweight. | Diabetes is particularly common 

among overweight people. | He is grossly overweight (=extremely  

overweight).big/largeman | woman | boy | girl | person | bottom | stomachused  

when saying that someone has a big body. Large is more common than big in written  

English:My father was a big man. | These chairs have been specially designed for large 

people. | Does my bottom look big in these trousers? | My stomach is bigger than  

yours.obeseperson | child | teenager | patientextremely fat in a way that is  

dangerous to your health:Obese people cannot control their desire for fattening  

foods. | He went to a summer camp for obese teenagers. | Obese patients are put on a  

special diet. | Her son was clinically obese (=obese according to official medical  

standards). | a morbidly obese woman (=extremely  

obese)chubbybaby | child | boy | girl | cheeks | face | arms | legs | hands | fing

ersslightly fat in a nice-looking way:A chubby little baby was playing on the rug. | He 

was a chubby boy of about 16. | His cheeks were slightly chubby. | Her chubby 

face broke into a smile. | Her chubby arms were folded in front of her. | She ran  

her chubby fingers through her  

hair.plumpwoman | baby | child | body | face | cheeks | arms | chickena plump 

woman, baby, or bird has a pleasantly round fat body:Her mother was a plump 

cheerful woman. | She was holding a plump baby in her arms. | She wore a thick coat  

over her plump body. | Her plump face turned red with embarrassment. | She 

had plump cheeks and pretty brown hair. | She put her plump arms around his  

shoulders. | The chickens were 
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getting plump.flabbystomach | arms | legs | bodyhaving soft loose skin that looks  

unattractive:Lack of physical exercise can lead to a flabby stomach. | She was waving  

her flabby arms in the air. | He looked down at his flabby 

body.portly literaryman | figure | framea portly person has a fat round body – used 

especially about middle-aged men:The farmer was a portly man with a long 

beard. | She saw a portly figure standing by the gate. | He had difficulty getting  

his portly frame through the narrow 

door.ANTONYMS → thin (1)2. thickTHESAURUS: fat→ thick (1)  

fat2 /fæt/ noun  1. an oily substance in some foodsPHRASESbe low/high in 

fat (=contain very little fat or a lot of fat) Cheese is very high in 
fat.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + fatlow-fat/high-fat (=containing very little fat or a lot of 
fat) A low-fat diet with plenty of vegetables is good for you.animal/vegetable fat It is 

a good idea to cut down on the amount of animal fat that you 
eat.saturated/unsaturated fat Saturated fat is found mostly in animal products such 
as meat.VERBScontain fat The cake contains a lot of fat.fat + NOUNSfat intake (=the 

amount of fat that you eat) You should reduce your fat intake.fat content (=the 
amount of fat that a food contains) There have been calls for manufacturers to reduce 
the fat content in fast foods.2. a substance under the skin of people and animals, that 

helps to keep them warmADJECTIVES/NOUNS + fatbody fat Women tend to have 
more body fat than men.excess/surplus fat (=extra fat) He needs to lose some of 
that excess fat.VERBSlose/shed fat The best way to lose fat is to do some 

exercise.burn off fat (=get rid of fat by exercise) Jogging helps to burn off 
fat.PHRASESa roll of fat There was a big roll of fat around her stomach. 

fatal /ˈfeɪtl/ adjective  1. resulting in someone’s 

deathADVERBSoften/sometimes/rarely fatal This type of cancer is often 
fatal.potentially fatal (=used when something can cause someone to die) Snake bites 
are potentially fatal.invariably fatal (=almost always fatal) The disease is invariably 

fatal.VERBSprove fatal (=be fatal) If it is not treated correctly, the condition can prove 
fatal.NOUNSa fatal accident The number of fatal accidents has gone down.a fatal 
crash/collision Diana died in a fatal car crash in Paris.a fatal injury/wound The 

cyclist received fatal injuries.a fatal disease/illness The disease can be fatal in young 
children.a fatal heart attack Her father suffered a fatal heart attack.a fatal 
shooting There have been several fatal shootings this year.the fatal shot It was 

Oswald who fired the fatal shot.a fatal dose He had been given a fatal dose of 
morphine.fatal consequences/results Driving at high speeds can have fatal 
consequences.PREPOSITIONSfatal to sb The disease can be fatal 

to cats.THESAURUS: fatalterminalillness | cancer | conditiona terminal illness  

cannot be cured and will cause someone to die:He has a terminal illness and only has a  

few months left to live. | Her husband suffers from terminal cancer. | The doctors say 

his condition is terminal.mortal literarywound | dangercausing death:The hero 

receives a mortal wound to his chest. | The crew of the spacecraft were in mortal  

danger (=they were in danger of dying). Mortal is only used before a noun. 2. having 

a very bad effectNOUNSa fatal mistake/error It was a fatal mistake, which cost him 
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the game.a fatal flaw There was one fatal flaw in the plan – they didn’t have enough 

money.a fatal blow The scandal was a fatal blow to his career.fatal attraction The 
book is the story of a young poet’s fatal attraction to a married woman.VERBSprove 

fatal (=used when saying that something has a very bad effect) His decision not to 
include Ronaldo in the team proved fatal. 

fate /feɪt/ noun  the things that happen to someone or something, especially an 

unpleasant death or endADJECTIVESthe same/a similar fate He did not intend to 

meet the same fate as his companion. | The project suffered a similar fate to many of 
its predecessors.a terrible/horrible/grim fate The crew of the ship met a terrible 
fate.a sad/tragic fate The play is about the tragic fate of two lovers.a cruel fate She 

suffered a cruel fate at the hands of her captors.sb’s ultimate fate (=what finally 
happens to someone) The ultimate fate of the refugees is in our hands.an uncertain 
fate (=not clear, definite, or decided) The bill faces an uncertain fate in the 

Senate.VERBS + fatesuffer a fate We must prevent other children from suffering the 
same fate.face a fate Other army bases are facing a similar fate.meet your/a 
fate This is the battlefield where he met his fate.share sb’s fate (=have the same 

fate) She had no desire to share Linda’s fate.decide/determine sb’s/sth’s fate The 
meeting will decide the fate of the factory.seal sb’s fate (=make it certain that 

something bad will happen to someone, especially that they will die) Engine 
failure sealed the pilot’s fate.leave/abandon sb to their fate (=leave someone in a 
bad situation) The abandoned sailors were left to their fate on the island.resign 

yourself to/accept your fate I had no choice but to resign myself to my 
fate.bemoan your fate formal (=complain about your fate) It was no use bemoaning 
her fate.deserve a fate These people deserve a better fate.escape a fate He only 

narrowly escaped the fate of his parents.discover/find out sb’s fate He only 
discovered his sister’s fate after the war.fate + VERBSsb’s/sth’s fate depends on 
sth The company’s fate depends on a decision by the bank.a fate awaits 

sb formal (=something will happen to someone) A terrible fate awaited any soldier who 
was captured.a fate befalls sb formal (=something happens to someone) I wondered 
what fate would befall me.PHRASESyour fate is in sb’s hands (=someone will decide 

what happens to you) His fate is now in the hands of the judge.sb’s/sth’s fate hangs 
in the balance (=is uncertain) The fate of mankind hangs in the balance. 

father /ˈfɑːðə $ -ər/ noun [C]  a male parentADJECTIVES/NOUNS + fathera 

good/better father I hope I’ve been a good father to you.a loving/devoted 
father He said he was lucky to have such a loving father.a proud father Steve 
recently became the proud father of a baby girl.an absent father (=who has left the 

family home) Absent fathers are being made to pay to support their children.a 
single/unmarried/lone father (=who has to bring up a child without the help of a 
mother) The evidence suggests that lone fathers are more likely to work than lone 

mothers.sb’s real/birth/biological father He never knew who his real father 
was.sb’s foster father (=a man who looks after a child instead of its real father) His 
uncle became his foster father.sb’s late father (=who has died) The picture was given 

to him by his late father.VERBSbecome a father Andrew was very excited 
about becoming a father.resemble/take after your father (=be like your 
father) They are worried that John will take after his father and start gambling.NOUNS 

+ fathera father figure (=someone who seems like a father to you and who you ask 
for advice) Mitchell has been a father figure to Reid since he was ten.PHRASESa father 
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of two/three etc The driver of the car was a father of four.be like a father to sb The 

coach was like a father to him.THESAURUS: fatherdad informalused when talking  

to your father, or about someone’s father:Can I borrow your car, Dad? | Her dad 

retired ten years ago. | My dad was in the army.daddya name for father, which is  

used especially by young children or when you are talking to young children:Where’s  

your daddy? | Daddy, can I have a drink, please?pop AmE informalused when talking  

to your father, or about someone’s father:I helped Pop fix the gate this morning. | He 

is in New York with his pop’s credit card, eating all the ice cream and pizza the city has  

to offer.stepfather also stepdad informala man who is married to your mother, who 

is not your father but often acts as your parent:Her stepfather is really nice.  

faucet /ˈfɔːsət, ˈfɔːsɪt $ ˈfɒː-/ noun AmE  the thing that you turn on and off to 

control the flow of water from a pipeVERBSturn on/off a faucet She turned 

on the faucets in the tub.a faucet drips The faucet was dripping steadily.ADJECTIVESa 
leaky faucet He fixed the leaky faucet.a dripping faucet A dripping faucet can leak 

up to 200 liters a day. Faucet is only used in American English. British people  

say tap.  

fault /fɔːlt $ fɒːlt/ noun [C]  1. something that is wrong with something, 

especially something that prevents it from working properlyADJECTIVES/NOUNS + faulta 
small/minor/slight fault It’s only a minor fault – it shouldn’t take long to fix.a 
serious/major fault If the product has a serious fault, you should be able to get your 

money back.an electrical fault The fire was caused by an electrical fault.a design 
fault The car had a design fault and thousands of vehicles had to go back to the 
factory.VERBSfind/discover/detect/identify a fault It took them a couple of 

minutes to find the fault.develop a fault The phone developed a fault and I had to 
take it back.fix/deal with/rectify/cure a fault I’ve managed to fix the fault and the 
computer works OK now. | It looks like the fault has been cured.PREPOSITIONSa fault 

in/with sth There was a fault in one of the engines.PHRASESfor all its faults (=even 
though there are things wrong with something) For all its faults, we love this 

city.THESAURUS: faultdefecta fault in something such as a product, machine, or  

system, caused by the way it was made or designed:Cars are tested for defects before 

they leave the factory. | There is some kind of defect in the system. You also  

use defect when talking about something that is wrong with someone's body when  

they are born: Researchers have identified a genetic defect that could make you more  

likely to have the disease. weaknessa part of a plan, system, or argument that is not  

as good as the other parts, and makes it likely to fail:What are the strengths and 

weaknesses of each method? | He was always looking for a weakness in his opponent's  

argument.flawa fault in a plan, system, argument etc, especially one that makes it  

useless or not effective:There was one major flaw in his suggestion – we didn’t have 

enough money. | Your argument has a fundamental flaw.buga fault in a computer  
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program:A bug in the system was quickly fixed.glitcha small fault in the way 

something works, that can usually be easily corrected:I noticed a small glitch when 

installing the software. | We obviously had a glitch in the system.mistakesomething  

that is wrong in someone’s spelling, grammar, calculations etc:I hope I didn't make too  

many mistakes in the exam. | The article was full of spelling mistakes. | There is  

a grammatical mistake in the first sentence. | It's an easy mistake to make.there’s  

something wrong with sthused when saying that there is a problem in a machine,  

car etc, but you do not know what it is:There’s something wrong with the computer – it  

won’t shut down.2. if something is your fault, you made it happen and you are 

responsiblePHRASESsay/claim that sth is sb’s fault The other driver said it was my 
fault, because I should have stopped in time.the fault lies with sb/sth (=that person 
or thing should be blamed) Everyone always thinks that the fault lies with the 

parents.sth is sb’s own fault It’s my own fault – I should have made sure the store 
was open on Sundays.sth is sb’s stupid fault It’s his own stupid fault for drinking too 
much last night. 

favour BrE favor AmE /ˈfeɪvə $ -ər/ noun  1. something that you do for 

someone in order to help them or be kind to themADJECTIVESa big/great/huge 
favour I’ve got a big favour to ask of you. | He acted as though he’d done us a great 

favor by coming.a small/little favour Can you do me a small favour?a special 
favour As a special favour, we were allowed to watch the players training.a personal 
favour (=something you do specially for a particular person) As a personal favor, he let 

us use the hall to rehearse.a political favour He was accused of granting political 
favours in return for illegal payments.VERBSdo sb a favour Could you do me 
a favour and lend me £5?ask sb a favour also ask a favour of sb formal I felt 

nervous about asking Stephen a favour.owe sb a favour (=feel that you should do 
something for someone because they have done something for you) I owe you 
a favour for all the help you’ve given me.return a favour (=do something for someone 

because they have done something for you) He helped me in the past and now he 
wanted me to return the favor.grant sb a favour formal (=do them a favour) Female 
soldiers do not wish to be granted any special favors.PHRASESas a favour to 

sb (=because you want to be kind, not because you have to) She delivered the 
parcel as a favour to her sister.do yourself a favour (=do something good for 
yourself) Do yourself a favour and get a good night’s rest before the exam.2. popularity 

or approvalVERBSfind/win favour (=become popular) This method has found 
favour with teachers.lose favour (=become less popular) Investments of this type 
have lost favour in recent years.curry favour (=try to make someone like you in order 

to get something you want) Politicians promise tax cuts to curry favour with the 
voters.PHRASESbe in favour (=be popular) He was not in favour with the party 
leadership.be out of favour (=not be popular any more) Big cars are out of 

favour.come back into favour (=used when someone or something starts being 
popular again) His ideas are now coming back into favour.fall/go out of 
favour (=used when someone or something stops being popular) The custom fell out 

of favour at the beginning of the 20th century. 

favourable BrE favorable AmE /ˈfeɪvərəbəl/ adjective  THESAURUS > good (1) 
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favourite1 BrE favorite AmE adjective  your favourite thing or person is the 

one that you like more than othersNOUNSsb’s favourite food What’s your favourite 
food?sb’s favourite book/film/website etc One of my favourite books as a child 

was R. L. Stevenson’s ‘Treasure Island’.sb’s favourite place The writing room was her 
favourite place in the house.sb’s favourite subject/topic English was my favorite 
subject at school.sb’s favourite pastime (=the thing that someone likes doing the 

most) Her favourite pastime is golf.sb’s favourite kind of sth He says his favourite 
kind of music is jazz.sb’s favourite time of (the) year Autumn is my favourite time 
of the year.ADJECTIVESleast favourite Cleaning the shower is one of my least favorite 

jobs. 

favourite2 BrE favorite AmE noun  1. something that you like more than 

othersADJECTIVESa great/big favourite (=used when saying that a lot of people like 
something) The area is a great favourite with tourists.an old/traditional 
favourite (=popular for a long time) The CD contains all the old favorites plus some 

new additions.sb’s own/personal favourite This poem is one of my personal 
favourites. | Everyone will have their own favourites.a particular favourite Their 
songs were all good – my particular favourite was ‘Mamma Mia’.a firm 

favourite (=used when saying that someone likes something very much) Dahl’s books 
are firm favourites with children.an all-time favourite (=your favourite of all the ones 
that have existed) This song is one of my all-time favourites.a perennial 

favourite (=something that is always a favourite) The film is a perennial favourite at 
Christmas time.NOUNS + favouritea family/crowd favourite The game quickly 

became a family favorite.VERBSchoose/pick a favourite All his books are good and it 
is difficult to choose a favourite.remain a favourite The Empire State Building remains 
a favorite with visitors to New York.PREPOSITIONSsth is a favourite of sb’s The poem 

is a favourite of my father’s.sth is a favourite with a group of people The bar is 
a favourite with students.2. the team or player that is expected to win a game or 
competitionADJECTIVESthe clear/strong favourite At this stage, the US team 

looked clear favourites.the odds-on favourite (=the one that is most likely to 
win) Serena is the odds-on favourite to win.the overwhelming favourite (=the one 
that is much more certain to win than any of the others) This horse is the overwhelming 

favourite in tomorrow’s race.the hot favourite informal (=the one that most people 
think will win) The team are hot favourites to win the competition.joint 
favourites (=used when two teams or players are both the favourites) France and 

Spain are joint favourites. 

fear1 /fɪə $ fɪr/ noun  the feeling you have when you are afraid, or something 

bad that you are afraid will happenADJECTIVES(a) great/deep/terrible fear I had a 

terrible fear that I was going to die. | It was a time of great fear.(a) genuine/real 
fear There was a look of genuine fear on her face.constant fear (=all the time) During 
the war, we lived in a state of constant fear. | Some people live with the constant 

fear that their cancer will come back.sb’s worst/greatest fear Her worst fear was 
that she would never see her children again.an irrational fear (=one that is not 
reasonable) He grew up with an irrational fear of insects.a deep-seated fear (=very 

strong and difficult to change) He exploited people’s deep-seated fears about 
strangers.paralysing fear BrE paralyzing fear AmE (=making you unable to move or 
think clearly) How can I overcome this paralysing fear?sb’s fears are 

groundless/unfounded (=there is no good reason for someone to be afraid) As it 
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turned out, these fears were groundless.VERBShave no fear (of sth) He had no fear of 

death.feel fear For the first time, Peter felt fear.show your fear She was determined 
not to show her fear.shake/tremble with fear He was shaking with fear after being 

held at gunpoint.be gripped/overcome by fear (=be very afraid) We were gripped 
by fear as the boat was tossed around by the waves.conquer/overcome your 
fear (=stop being afraid) She managed to conquer her fear of flying.create/cause 

fear The purpose of the terrorist attack was to create fear among the local 
population.confirm sb’s fears (=show that what you were afraid of has actually 
happened) The look on Colin’s face confirmed all my worst fears.sb’s fears are 

realized (=what they are afraid of happens) His worst fears were realized and he was 
arrested.calm/ease/allay sb’s fears (=make someone less afraid) Frank eased my 
fears about not being able to speak the local language.dispel sb’s fears (=make 

someone stop being afraid) The announcement failed to dispel fears that jobs would be 
cut.instil fear BrE instill fear AmE also inspire fear (=make someone feel afraid) I 
remember the fear our father instilled in us.raise fears (=make people feel afraid) The 

attack has raised fears of increased violence against foreigners.increase/heighten 
sb’s fear The case has heightened public fears about youth violence.Don’t say that 
someone has fear. Say that someone is frightened or is afraid. However, you can say 

that someone has a great/terrible fear of something, or has no fear of 
something.PREPOSITIONSfear of sth/sb Fear of failure should not stop you trying.fear 
about sth There were fears about the possibility of the disease spreading.fears for 

sb (=worries that something bad might happen to someone) She spoke of her fears 
for her children.in/from/out of fear (=because you are afraid) One of the women 
cried out in fear.for fear of doing sth/for fear that sth might happen (=because 

you are afraid something might happen) They do not go out alone for fear of being 
kidnapped. | I didn’t want to leave the path, for fear that I might get lost.without 
fear People should be able to go about without fear of attack.PHRASESfilled with 

fear/full of fear Mark sat in silence, his eyes filled with fear. | The residents are too 
full of fear to leave their houses.be white/pale with fear His face was pale with 
fear.be paralysed with fear (=be so afraid that you cannot move) Bruce was 

paralysed with fear when he saw the snake.be/live in fear of sth (=be always afraid 
of something) They were constantly in fear of an enemy attack.be in fear of/for your 
life (=be afraid that you may be killed) Celia was in fear of her life when she saw the 

truck coming toward her.strike fear into the heart of sb (=make someone feel 
afraid) Their shouts struck fear into the hearts of their enemies.be/feel sick with 
fear As she stood up to speak, she felt sick with fear.a state of fear People are living 

in a constant state of fear.a sense/feeling of fear There is a great sense of fear and 
tension in the area.a climate/atmosphere of fear (=when everyone in a place feels 
afraid) The killings have created a climate of fear.a stab of fear (=a sudden strong 

feeling of fear) With a stab of fear, she recognized the man.sb’s eyes are wide with 
fear (=wide open because of fear) He took a step back, his eyes wide with fear.hopes 

and fears We each had different hopes and fears about the trip.THESAURUS: 

fearterrora feeling of great fear, because you think that something terrible is about  

to happen:She let out a scream of sheer terror (=used when emphasizing that  

someone was very afraid). | They watched in terror as the ship slowly started to  

sink.frighta sudden feeling of fear, or a situation that makes you feel this:His body 
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was shaking with fright. | You gave me a fright - I thought there was no one else in the  

room! (=used when someone did something which suddenly made you feel  

frightened) | He had a fright when he opened the door.panica sudden feeling of fear or  

nervousness that makes you unable to think clearly or behave sensibly:She 

was in such a panic that she hardly knew what she was doing! | There were scenes  

of sheer panic immediately following the bomb blast (=used when emphasizing that  

someone was extremely frightened and unable to think or behave sensibly).alarma 

feeling of fear or worry which shows in your voice or behaviour, because you think  

something bad might happen:When I mentioned her name, he looked up at me in  

alarm. | The streets were calm and there was no sign of alarm.forebodinga feeling  

that something bad or unpleasant might happen although there is no obvious reason 

why it should:She felt the same sense of foreboding she had before her father  

died. | The sound of his voice filled them with foreboding.phobiaa permanent strong 

unreasonable fear of something:I had a phobia about going to the dentist.  

fear2 /fɪə $ fɪr/ verb  to feel afraid or worried that something bad may 

happenADVERBSsecretly fear He secretly feared that he wouldn’t be brave enough to 

do the jump.greatly fear The disease was greatly feared at the time.initially 
fear Doctors initially feared he had suffered a heart attack.NOUNSfear death Many 

people fear death.fear an attack They feared attacks by terrorists.fear 
violence Fearing violence, the group asked for police protection.fear 
persecution Some refugees fear persecution in their own countries.fear 

reprisals/retaliation/retribution (=fear that someone will do something bad to you 
because of something you have done) He spoke without giving his name because 
he feared reprisals.fear a backlash (=fear that people will have a bad reaction) The 

government fears a public backlash over the war.fear arrest In 1990, fearing arrest, 
he disappeared.fear a repeat Police fear a repeat of the violence at the end of last 
year’s festival.fear the consequences Some employees fear the consequences of 

making a complaint.PREPOSITIONSfear for sb We fear for him and we’re worried that 
he might be killed.fear for sth She has lost her job and now fears for her 
future.PHRASESsth is not as bad as you had feared Luckily, the news was not as bad 

as we had first feared.be feared dead (=be thought to have died – used in news 
reports) Hundreds of people are feared dead after a big earthquake hit northern 
Turkey.have nothing to fear (=you do not need to be worried or afraid) You have 

nothing to fear in the test if you have studied hard.have reason to fear sth (=a good 
reason to fear it) He had reason to fear that someone was trying to kill him.fear the 
worst (=think that something very bad has happened) When Jake didn’t return, I 

started to fear the worst. 

feast /fiːst/ noun  a large meal where a lot of people celebrate a special 

occasionADJECTIVES/NOUNS + feasta great feast (=large and impressive) A great 

feast took place at the palace.a sumptuous/lavish feast (=very large and 
impressive) A hundred guests were treated to a sumptuous feast.a 
wedding/marriage feast This dish is traditionally served at wedding feasts.a 

midnight feast (=snacks eaten late at night, usually by children in secret) I slept over 
at my friend’s house and we had a midnight feast.VERBShave a feast They decided 
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to have a feast to celebrate the victory.hold/give a feast (=arrange for a feast to take 

place) The feast was held in the college dining hall.prepare a feast A catering 
company was hired to prepare the feast.attend a feast The men of the village 

were attending a feast given by the chief. 

feature AC /ˈfiːtʃə $ -ər/ noun  1. an important or interesting part of 

somethingADJECTIVESa common feature In the 1920s, suburbs became a common 
feature of many American cities.an interesting/attractive/useful feature The 

building has some interesting features, including a natural climate control system.an 
important/major/significant/key feature One of the key features of the phone is 
its size.the main feature The main feature of the square is the Gothic cathedral.a 

striking/distinctive/notable feature (=noticeable and interesting) The most striking 
feature of this design is its simplicity.an unusual/unique feature A unique feature of 
this guitar is its shape.a distinguishing feature (=one that makes something different 

from others of the same type) The bird’s main distinguishing feature is its curved 
beak.a regular/recurring feature (=one that happens often) Delays and 
cancellations are a regular feature of air travel. | Humour is a recurring feature of her 

novels.a redeeming feature (=a good feature of something that is otherwise bad) The 
hotel’s only redeeming feature was its view of the bay.a standard feature Airbags are 

now a standard feature on most cars.NOUNS + featurea design feature The building 
has many interesting design features.a safety feature The car has more safety 
features than its rivals.a security feature (=that protects something or someone 

against crime etc) The new software has better security features.2. a part of someone’s 
faceADJECTIVESregular features (=not an unusual shape or size) She was attractive 
rather than beautiful, with regular features and dark hair.strong features He was 

good-looking, with strong features and even teeth.small/large 
features Her small pretty features twisted into a frown.fine/delicate features The 
girl had fine features and a long slender neck.handsome/pretty features A scar 

spoiled his otherwise handsome features.sb’s best feature Her large brown eyes were 
her best feature. 

fee AC /fiː/ noun  an amount of money that you pay to do something or that you 

pay to a professional person for their workADJECTIVES/NOUNS + feea high fee The 

school fees are extremely high.a hefty/fat fee informal (=a very large fee) Customers 
are being charged a hefty fee for their telephone service.a small/low/modest 

fee For a small fee, the shop will wrap the gift for you.an annual/monthly fee An 
annual fee of £150 has been introduced.a flat/fixed/set fee (=a fee that is the same 
in every case) You pay a flat fee for all the services that are provided.an 

entrance/entry fee (=a fee to enter a place) The gallery charges an entrance fee.a 
membership fee (=a fee to become a member of a club or organization) The gym’s 
annual membership fee is £250.school/college/university fees She paid for 

her college fees by taking a part-time job as a waitress.tuition fees (=money paid for 
being taught) Many universities now charge tuition fees for these 
courses.doctor’s/lawyer’s/accountant’s etc fees We need to find the money for 

the doctor’s fees somehow.legal/medical fees She received £300 compensation 
after legal fees had been deducted.a booking fee also a service fee AmE (=a charge 
you pay when buying a ticket) Tickets for the concert are £45, plus a booking fee.a 

cancellation fee (=a charge for ending an agreement you have made to do 
something) A 10% cancellation fee will be charged if the booking is cancelled.a 
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subscription fee (=a fee to receive copies of a newspaper or magazine) You can 

pay the subscription fee by cheque.the licence fee BrE (=the money a television 
licence costs) The licence fee is set to rise again.VERBScharge a fee The 

accountant charged a big fee for his services.pay a fee You have to pay a fee for the 

course.THESAURUS: fee→ cost1 (1)  

feeble /ˈfiːbəl/ adjective  THESAURUS > weak (1), weak (3) 

feed /fiːd/ verb (past tense and past participle fed /fed/)  1. to give food to a 

person or animalNOUNSfeed a baby/child The baby is crying – I think he 
needs feeding.feed an animal/bird Have you fed the cat?feed a family There was 

enough food to feed a family of five.feed the world There will be problems feeding the 
world if the population keeps growing.PREPOSITIONSfeed sth to sb The children 
were feeding bread to the ducks.feed sb on/with sth (=always give a person or 

animal a particular type of food to eat) We feed our dog mainly on meat.2. to eat a 
particular type of foodPREPOSITIONSfeed on sth The birds feed on worms.feed off 

sth The caterpillars feed off nettles and other plants. Feed on or feed off?You say  

that an animal feeds on a particular type of food. You use feed off when saying that  

the animal uses something as one of its sources of food.  

feedback /ˈfiːdbæk/ noun  advice or criticism about how successful or useful 

something isADJECTIVESpositive/good feedback (=people say they like 
something) We have had some positive feedback on our courses.negative 

feedback (=people say they dislike something) Try not to be discouraged by negative 
feedback.constructive feedback (=which helps someone to improve what they are 
doing) It’s important to give constructive feedback.useful/valuable feedback Thank 

you for your feedback. It was most useful.detailed feedback Your tutor will 
provide detailed feedback on your essay.written feedback You will be given written 
feedback on your interview.verbal feedback (=feedback in which you talk to 

someone) Verbal feedback is often quicker and more effective.immediate/instant 
feedback The coach is able to give the players immediate feedback on how they are 
playing.regular feedback It is our policy to offer regular feedback to 

students.VERBSgive sb feedback You have to be careful not to upset people 
when giving them feedback.provide sb with feedback Students need to 
be provided with regular feedback.ask for/request feedback She asked for 

feedback on her work.get/receive/have feedback It is useful to get feedback on 
your performance.offer feedback Will I be offered feedback on my 
interview?collect/gather feedback We are trying to gather feedback from students 

on our courses.welcome/appreciate feedback The museum welcomes feedback from 

visitors. FormalityProvide feedback is more formal than give feedback. Request  

feedback is more formal than ask for feedback. Receive feedback is more formal  

than get feedback. NOUNS + feedbackcustomer/user feedback Customer 

feedback is very useful to businesses.PREPOSITIONSfeedback on sth We 
welcome feedback on our products. 
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feel1 /fiːl/ verb  1. to experience a particular physical feeling or 

emotionADJECTIVESfeel angry/happy/guilty/frightened etc She felt angry with 
herself.feel hungry/cold/ill/strange etc I was feeling hungry, so I made myself a 
sandwich.feel good (=happy or physically comfortable) Sunshine makes people feel 

good.feel better You’ll feel better in the morning after you’ve slept.feel bad/terrible 
etc (=unhappy, guilty, or ill) She felt bad about leaving without saying 
goodbye.NOUNSfeel pain The doctor asked if I felt any pain.feel an emotion I felt a 

mixture of emotions as I prepared to leave.feel anger/fear/relief/excitement 
etc He remembered the fear he felt that night.PHRASESfeel as if/as 
though/like He felt as if he were drowning.how sb feels The nurse asked me how I 

was feeling.2. to have a particular opinion or think that something is 
trueADJECTIVESfeel sure/certain Harry felt sure something was terribly wrong.feel 
confident I felt confident we would find her.ADVERBSfeel strongly Many people feel 

strongly about this issue.PHRASEShow sb feels about sb/sth I know how you feel 
about him – he can be rather scary. 

feel2 /fiːl/ noun  the way that something seems to youADJECTIVESthe 

overall/general feel The overall feel of the place is very modern.a different feel The 
two hotels have a completely different feel – one is very traditional, while the other is 
very new.a good/nice feel The house has a good feel about it.a 

friendly/relaxed/warm feel The restaurant has a nice relaxed feel and the staff are 
friendly.a homely feel (=it feels like a nice home) A log fire will give your house 
a homely feel.a modern/contemporary feel The camera work gives the film 

a contemporary feel.a traditional feel The bar has a traditional feel.an authentic 
feel Italian-speaking waiters give the restaurant an authentic feel.VERBShave a 
feel Despite their age, the photographs have a modern feel.give sth a feel Silk 

sheets give the room a luxurious feel.create/provide a feel Soft lighting creates a 
nice feel to the restaurant.add/bring a feel The colour adds a warm feel to the 
room.retain/maintain a feel (=keep it, in spite of other changes) The house 

has retained the feel of being a family home. 

feeling /ˈfiːlɪŋ/ noun  1. an emotion that you feelADJECTIVESa 

good/great/wonderful etc feeling It’s a great feeling when you try something new 

and it works.a terrible feeling I had a terrible feeling of guilt.a 
strong/deep/intense feeling A deep feeling of sadness came over her.an 
overwhelming feeling (=very great) When I heard the news, I just had an 

overwhelming feeling of relief.a slight/vague feeling He didn’t know how to 
explain his slight feeling of unease.positive/negative feelings These women 
had negative feelings about their bodies.mixed/ambivalent feelings (=used when 

you have doubts about whether something is a good idea) Her parents had mixed 
feelings about the marriage.bad feeling (=the feeling that you hate someone because 
of what has happened) There is still a lot of bad feeling toward the soldiers.a warm 

feeling (=a happy or friendly feeling) Their kindness gave me a warm feeling.a painful 
feeling A rejected lover may have painful feelings of emptiness and rage.sb’s 
true/real feelings He never revealed his true feelings.VERBShave/experience a 

feeling I remember experiencing a feeling of tremendous excitement.give sb a 
feeling My work gives me a feeling of achievement.arouse/cause a feeling The 
music aroused a feeling of calm within him.show your feelings I know you find it 

embarrassing to show your feelings.express your feelings/put your feelings into 
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words (=tell other people about them) Children sometimes find it difficult to put their 

feelings into words.vent/give vent to your feelings (=express angry feelings) He 
only vented his feelings about the decision in private.hide/conceal/disguise your 

feelings She could no longer hide her feelings.control/suppress your feelings (=not 
feel something, or not show your feelings) She struggled to control her feelings. | She 
is trying to suppress her natural feelings in order to appear strong.hurt sb’s 

feelings (=make someone feel upset) I hope I didn’t hurt your feelings.a feeling 
comes/sweeps over sb Suddenly, a feeling of joy came over him.PREPOSITIONSa 
feeling of guilt/panic/relief etc Stephen had a sudden feeling of panic.sb’s 

feelings about sth/sb He wrote a poem about his feelings about the death of his 
father.sb’s feelings towards/toward sb She had made her feelings towards him very 
clear.sb’s feelings for sb (=especially feelings of love) Tom’s feelings for her hadn’t 

changed.PHRASESfeelings are running high (=people have strong feelings, especially 
of anger) It was the last game of the season, and feelings were running high.2. an idea 
or opinion about something, especially one that is influenced by your 

emotionsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + feelinga strong feeling Mary has very strong feelings 
on the subject of women’s rights.a vague feeling I had a vague feeling that I had seen 
him somewhere before.a distinct/definite feeling (=used when you feel sure that 

something is true) He had a distinct feeling that he was being tricked in some way.a 
good feeling I had a good feeling about the race (=I thought I would probably win).a 
bad feeling He had a bad feeling about the project from the start.a strange/funny 

feeling (=not easily explained) I had the strange feeling that we had met before.an 
uneasy/uncomfortable feeling (=used when you feel a little worried about 
something) She had the uneasy feeling that something was wrong.a sinking 

feeling (=a sudden bad feeling that something is true) I realized with a sinking 
feeling that I had left my keys at the office.a sneaking feeling (=a slight feeling that 
something is true, without being sure) I have a sneaking feeling that this band will do 

very well.sb’s personal feeling My personal feeling is that it would be a very good 
idea.a gut feeling (=an opinion based on emotion, not facts) I had a gut feeling that 
something very unusual was about to happen.VERBShave a feeling He has strong 

feelings about the war.get the feeling that I got the feeling that he didn’t like me 
much.PREPOSITIONSsb’s feelings about/on sth What are your feelings about this 
subject? 

feisty /ˈfaɪsti/ adjective  THESAURUS > determined 

female1 adjectiverelating to women or girlsNOUNSa female 

doctor/nurse/teacher/student etc Female teachers are better at dealing with 
girls.a female friend/colleague She has a lot of female friends.a female 
worker/employee Female workers received lower rates of pay compared with their 

male counterparts.a female voter The candidates need to attract the support of 
female voters.the female body Advertisers try to sell things by using images of the 
female body.the female sex (=women in general) I don't like his attitude towards the 

female sex.THESAURUS: femalefemininebeauty | weaknessused about  

qualities that are considered to be typical of women:The ideal of feminine beauty has  

changed over the years. | Crying was seen as a sign of feminine weakness. | Her new 

hairstyle made her look more feminine. | Billy C isn't afraid to show his more 

feminine side (=behave in way that shows you care about other people's feelings,  
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and not behave in an aggressive way like a  

man).womanlyvirtue | quality | strength | figurebehaving, dressing etc in a way 

that is thought to be typical of or suitable for a woman – used to show approval:the 

womanly virtues of compassion and patience | Her sister had a more womanly  

figure.girly/girlie informalbehaving or dressing in a way that is thought to be typical  

of girls. Girly is often used humorously or disapprovingly:Her room is painted a very  

girly shade of pink. | Stop being so girly! It’s only a mouse!effeminate disapprovinga 

man who is effeminate looks or behaves like a woman:His long blonde hair made 

him look rather effeminate. | a pale effeminate-looking young man 

female2 nounTHESAURUS > woman 

fence /fens/ noun  a structure made of wood, metal etc that surrounds a piece of 

landADJECTIVES/NOUNS + fencea high/low fence There was a high fence around the 

prison.a wooden/wire/metal fence A wooden fence separates the two gardens.a 
barbed wire fence BrE (=a fence made of wire with sharp metal points) He tore his 
pants on the barbed wire fence.a chain-link fence (=a fence made of wire twisted 

together in a diamond pattern) There was a high chain-link fence around the military 
base.an electric fence Electric fences are sometimes used to stop animals escaping.a 
garden fence She enjoyed talking to her neighbour over the garden fence.a picket 

fence AmE (=a fence made from a line of pointed sticks) The house has a white picket 
fence in front of it.a security fence The school is surrounded by a security fence.a 
perimeter/boundary fence (=around the edge) The plane crashed into the 

airport’s perimeter fence.a border fence There was violence at the border 
fence between Lebanon and Israel.VERBSput up/build a fence also erect a 
fence formal They put up a fence around the pool.climb a fence also scale a 

fence formal A determined fox can scale a fence.jump (over) a fence The 
dog jumped over the fence.be surrounded by a fence The military base is surrounded 
by a high fence.a fence separates sth There is a fence separating the campsite and 

farm.fence + NOUNSa fence post A bird landed on the fence post.a fence panel One 
of the fence panels had blown down in the wind. 

ferry /ˈferi/ noun (plural ferries)  a boat that takes people and sometimes 

vehicles across a river or small area of seaVERBStake/catch/get a 
ferry We took the ferry to Staten Island.get on a ferry also board a 
ferry formal He boarded the ferry for an overnight sailing.a ferry 

runs/operates A ferry operates between the island and the mainland.a ferry 
leaves/sails also a ferry departs formal The first ferry sails at 7.30.a ferry 
arrives The ferry arrives at 11.15.a ferry carries sb/sth A ferry carrying 116 

passengers sank off the island of Sumatra.ferry + NOUNSa ferry boat The ferry 
boat can carry up to 200 people.a ferry passenger The ferry passengers were waiting 
to get off the ferry.a ferry service The ferry service was cancelled because of bad 

weather.a ferry crossing There is a daily ferry crossing.a ferry ride/trip It was a 
two-hour ferry ride to the island.a ferry company/operator The ferry operators have 
increased ticket prices.a ferry port The town is a busy ferry port.a ferry 

terminal (=the place where you wait before getting on a ferry) The ferry terminal is at 
the southern end of the town.NOUNS + ferrya car ferry The car ferry was sailing from 

Tallinn to Stockholm.a passenger ferry The island is served by passenger ferries from 
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the port of Kinloch.ADJECTIVESthe cross-channel ferry (=across the English 

Channel) We took the cross-channel ferry from Dover to Calais.PREPOSITIONSby 
ferry You can travel from England to France by ferry.on a ferry We had a meal while 

we were on the ferry. 

fertile /ˈfɜːtaɪl $ ˈfɜːrtl/ adjective  able to produce good cropsNOUNSfertile 

soil Farmers use the fertile soil to grow huge quantities of rice and vegetables.fertile 
land On this side of the island, the land is more fertile.fertile farmland Ukraine has 

vast stretches of fertile farmland.a fertile valley/plain The wheat is grown on 
the fertile plains of Canada.a fertile area/region This is one of the most fertile 

areas of the country. You can also use fertile about situations that are likely to be  

interesting or useful for someone: This is particularly fertile ground for future  

research. The country is now fertile territory for extremists.Fertile is also used about  

people, animals, or plants that are able to produce babies, animals, or plants: The  

seeds are still fertile.  

fervent /ˈfɜːvənt $ ˈfɜːr-/ adjective  THESAURUS > enthusiastic 

festival /ˈfestəvəl, ˈfestɪvəl/ noun  1. a series of performances or special events 

in a placeADJECTIVESan international festival They will be taking part in an 

international festival of drama and dance.a cultural festival A cultural festival will 
celebrate the traditions of the local people.a literary festival He will be speaking at 
the town’s literary festival.NOUNS + festivala music/rock/pop/folk etc festival He’s 

appeared at folk festivals all over Europe.a film/theatre/music/arts etc 
festival The movie won an award at the Cannes Film Festival. | The theatre company 
has performed at many drama festivals.a beer/wine/food festival the famous 

Munich beer festivalVERBShave/hold/stage a festival Tucson had a film festival last 
month.organize a festival She has organized the annual theatre festival for ten 
years.go to a festival also attend a festival formal An estimated 20,000 people 

attended the festival.perform/play/appear at a festival The singer is scheduled 
to appear at a festival in Amsterdam next month.take part in a festival (=perform 

there) She is one of the performers taking part in the festival.a festival takes 
place (=happens) The festival takes place once a year, usually in March.a festival 
opens/starts The festival opens on June 17th.festival + NOUNSa festival 

organizer Festival organizers say they expect more than 50,000 visitors.a festival 
programme BrE a festival program AmE (=a series of events at a festival) This 
year’s festival programme includes musicians from all over the world.festival 

events Many of the festival events are already sold out.PREPOSITIONSat a 
festival There were lots of people at the festival.2. an important religious 
celebrationVERBScelebrate a festival Muslims will celebrate the festival of Eid ul-Fitr 

on Tuesday.have/hold a festival The festival is held in the middle of summer.a 
festival marks/celebrates sth Christmas celebrates the birth of 
Christ.PREPOSITIONSthe festival of Easter/Eid/Obon etc Tomorrow is the start of 

the festival of Diwali. 

feud /fjuːd/ noun  an angry argument between two people or groups that 

continues for a long timeADJECTIVESa bitter feud There had been a long and bitter 
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feud between the two families.a bloody feud (=a violent feud) The dispute caused 

a bloody feud between the two groups.a long-running feud (=continuing for a long 
time) The quarrel developed into a long-running feud.a long-standing feud (=which 

has continued for a long time) Is it true that there was a long-standing feud between 
the two brothers?an ongoing feud (=a feud that is continuing now) The incident was 
part of an ongoing feud.a personal feud The dispute is part of a personal 

feud between two of the country’s most powerful men.a public feud He had a public 
feud with other members of the band.an internal feud (=between people in an 
organization) The party was split by internal feuds.a simmering feud (=a feud in 

which people feel angry but do not express their feelings) The gunfight may have been 
caused by a simmering feud between two rival drug gangs.VERBShave a feud He and 
his uncle Alfred had a long-running feud.be involved in a feud also be engaged in a 

feud formal The two men have been engaged in a bitter public feud.settle a 
feud (=agree to end it) The families eventually settled their feud.end a feud I wish 
they would end this ridiculous feud.ignite a feud (=make it suddenly start) The feud 

was ignited by an email that was published in a national newspaper.a feud breaks 
out/erupts (=it suddenly starts) A feud erupted between the neighbours about who 
owned the land.a feud escalates (=it becomes worse) The feud escalated in the years 

that followed.NOUNS + feuda family feud She refuses to speak to her parents because 
of a family feud.a blood feud (=in which people have been killed or injured) The 
groups have continued a blood feud for generations.PREPOSITIONSa feud between 

two people/groups There was a feud between the two families.a feud with sb They 
are involved in a continuing feud with neighbours.a feud over sth The murder followed 
a feud over money. 

fever /ˈfiːvə $ -ər/ noun  an illness in which you have a high 

temperatureVERBShave a fever I had a fever and my muscles ached.Don’t say I have 
fever. Say I have a fever.be running a fever (=have a fever, usually a serious 

one) The little boy was running a fever for several days.develop a fever Some 
people develop a slight fever after having the injection.catch a fever also contract a 
fever formal In 1821, he caught a fever and died.cause fever The disease 

often causes fever.ADJECTIVESa high fever (=a very high temperature) He is in bed 
with a high fever.a raging fever especially literary (=a very serious fever) He was 
admitted to hospital with a raging fever and a temperature of 106 degrees.a slight 

fever It is nothing to worry about – it’s just a slight fever.a mild fever (=one whose 
effects are not serious) Symptoms often include a mild fever.PHRASESa bout of 
fever (=an occasion when you have a fever) My mother was recovering from a bout of 

fever. You can also say that someone has a temperature (=their body temperature  

is too high): He doesn’t look very well – I think he has a temperature.  

few /fjuː/ determiner pronoun adjective (fewerfewest)  a small number of 

things or peopleNOUNSa few things I have to buy a few things at the supermarket.a 
few people There were a few people sitting at the back of the hall.a few 

seconds/minutes/hours/days etc Pam called to say she’s going to be a few 
minutes late.PHRASESa few of sth I’ve read a few of her books.a few more There 
are a few more things I’d like to discuss.just a few I could suggest many different 

methods, but anyway, here are just a few.a very few (=not many) There are only a 
very few exceptions.the last few days/weeks/months etc The office has been 
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closed for the last few weeks.every few minutes/hours/days etc The plants need to 

be watered every few days. 

fibre BrE fiber AmE /ˈfaɪbə $ -ər/ noun  1. a type of material, or the thin threads 

that form this materialADJECTIVES/NOUNS + fibreman-made/artificial/synthetic 

fibre The shirts are made of man-made fibres such as nylon.natural fibre Clothes 
made from natural fibres such as wool or cotton will keep you warmer than clothes 
made from synthetic fibres.muscle/nerve fibre (=the material that your muscles or 

nerves consist of) You need protein to build up your muscle fibre.2. the parts of plants 
that you eat but cannot digest. Fibre helps to keep you healthy by moving food quickly 
through your body.PHRASESbe high/low in fibre (=contain a lot of fibre or only a 

little fibre) Brown rice is good for you because it is high in fibre. | Their diet is too high 
in fat and sugar and too low in fibre.a source of fibre Beans are a good source of 
fibre.ADJECTIVEShigh-fibre/low-fibre (=containing a lot of fibre or only a little 

fibre) You need to eat plenty of high-fibre foods.dietary fibre (=fibre in your diet) Too 
little dietary fibre slows down the digestive processes.fibre + NOUNSfibre content Fruit 
and vegetables are high in fibre content.fibre intake (=the amount of fibre you 

eat) Try to increase your daily fibre intake. 

fiction /ˈfɪkʃən/ noun  1. books and stories about imaginary people and 

eventsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + fictionmodern/contemporary fiction I like 

reading modern American fiction.historical fiction She writes historical fiction.science 
fiction Arthur C. Clarke wrote science fiction books.romantic fiction (=love 
stories) Men don’t usually like reading romantic fiction.crime/detective fiction Agatha 

Christie was a crime fiction writer.literary fiction (=fiction that is considered to be 
literature) The book will appeal to readers of both popular and literary fiction.popular 
fiction (=fiction that is read by large numbers of people, but is not usually considered 

to be literature) Many supermarkets now sell popular fiction.pulp fiction (=fiction that 
is not very good and is often about sex and violence) The novel could be described 
as pulp fiction.mainstream fiction (=the general kind of fiction that most people read, 

rather than a particular kind of fiction) She is one of those authors who has moved from 
romance into mainstream fiction.experimental fiction (=fiction in which you try using 
new writing methods, new types of character etc) Robbe-Grillet was famous for 

his experimental fiction.VERBSwrite fiction Ruth Rendell writes detective fiction.read 
fiction She mostly reads fiction.publish fiction Penguin publish fiction and non-fiction 

books.fiction + NOUNSa fiction writer Henry James was best known as a fiction 
writer.fiction writing His fiction writing career began in 1990.2. something that is not 
trueADJECTIVESpure/complete/sheer fiction The claims were dismissed as pure 

fiction by the government.VERBSkeep up/maintain a fiction She was determined 
to maintain the fiction that everything was going well with her marriage.PHRASESa 
work of fiction (=something that is completely untrue) The article is a work of 

fiction.separate fact from fiction (=decide what is true and not true) Some people 
find it difficult to separate fact from fiction. 

field /fiːld/ noun  1. an area of grass or crops with a border around 

itADJECTIVES/NOUNS + fieldgreen/grassy fields All around the house were green 

fields and rolling hills.open fields (=with nothing growing or built on them) I saw a fox 
run across the open field.a corn/wheat/cotton etc field There were corn fields on 
both sides of the road.an arable field (=for growing crops) Barley was growing in 

the arable fields surrounding the castle.a paddy field (=a flooded field where rice is 
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grown) This rice is grown in the paddy fields of China.a playing/sports field (=on 

which sport is played) There’s a large playing field at the back of the school.a 
rugby/football/cricket etc field The garden is the size of a football 

field. Battlefield and minefield are written as one word. VERBSwork in the 

fields (=do farm work) Most villagers work in the fields during the day.plough a 
field (=make long deep lines in the ground so that you can grow crops) The farmer 

was using a tractor to plough the field.cultivate a field (=use it for growing crops and 
plants) By clearing woods and cultivating fields, man has changed the 
environment.PREPOSITIONSin a field (=used about fields in the countryside) The 

children spent hours playing in the fields.on a field (=used about sports fields) It was 
one of the best games ever seen on a rugby field.a field of corn/wheat/rice etc The 

sun set over the fields of corn.THESAURUS: fieldmeadowa field with wild grass  

and flowers:The village is surrounded by peaceful meadows. | The walk takes you 

through some beautiful alpine meadows.paddocka small field in which horses are 

kept:Horses are much happier in a big paddock with several other horses.pastureland  

or a field that is covered with grass and is used for cattle, sheep etc to feed on:Flocks  

of sheep grazed in the pastures near the farm. | The higher pastures are used in the 

summer months.2. an area of activity that someone is involved inADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ fieldsb’s chosen field He is extremely talented in his chosen field.a 
specialist/specialized field The academic study of music is a specialist field.a 

related field Graduates with degrees in languages, philosophy, and related fields are 
invited to apply.a research field The subject has now become a major research field.a 
new field Human genetics is a relatively new field of research.VERBSwork in a 

field Many former students are now working in the field of mechanics.open up a 
field (=create it) New technologies open up new fields of research.lead the field (=be 
the best or most advanced) US companies lead the field in 

biotechnology.PREPOSITIONSa field of sth This is a very exciting field of research.in 
sb’s field He couldn’t find a job in his field. | They are both experts in 
their respective fields.outside sb’s field I don’t know much about physics – 

it’s outside my field.PHRASESan expert in the field Cole is the most noted expert in 
the field.a pioneer in the field (=someone who discovered new and important 
things) He was a pioneer in the field of telecommunications.sb’s field of 

expertise (=the subject or activity they are skilled in) We’re looking for a historian 
whose field of expertise is the Roman Empire. 

fight1 /faɪt/ verb (past tense and past participle fought /fɔːt $ fɒːt/)  1. if two 

people fight, they hit each other and try to hurt each otherPREPOSITIONSfight with 
sb Dean was fighting with his brother.fight over/about sth People were so hungry 

that they were fighting over food. Instead of saying that people are fighting, you can  

say that they are having a fight. 2. to take part in a war or battleADVERBSfight 

bravely also fight valiantly formal They fought valiantly to defend their 

country.NOUNSfight a war The two countries have been fighting a long war.fight a 
battle His army fought several battles against the English.fight the enemy They had 
the guns and equipment needed to fight the enemy.PREPOSITIONSfight against 

sb The Greeks fought against the Turks.fight with sb (=fight together with someone 
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against another country or group) He fought with the US forces in Vietnam.fight 

alongside sb (=fight and help another group of people) Polish airmen fought 
alongside British pilots in World War II.fight over/about sth The two sides 

are fighting over land.fight for sth They fought for control of the islands.PHRASESfight 
to the death (=keep fighting until you are killed) They say they will fight to the 
death against the invaders.fight to the last man (=fight until there is only one soldier 

who is still alive) His soldiers fought to the last man.THESAURUS: fightwage 

warto begin and continue a war:Many people believe the US was wrong to wage war  

on Iraq.take up arms formalto get ready to fight a war:They say they are willing  

to take up arms if necessary to protect their homeland.3. to try hard to achieve 

somethingADVERBSfight hard (=using a lot of effort) The people have fought hard for 
independence.fight tirelessly/ceaselessly (=for a long time, without stopping) He 

has fought tirelessly for justice for the victims.fight desperately (=in a very 
determined way, even though you know you are unlikely to succeed) The sailors fought 

desperately to save the ship.fight stubbornly/tenaciously/doggedly (=in a very 
determined way) She fought tenaciously to keep her children.PREPOSITIONSfight for 

sth At that time, women were fighting for the right to vote.THESAURUS: 

fightstruggleto try for a long time to get freedom, independence etc, especially  

when a lot of people suffer while this is happening:African-Americans have struggled  

for freedom and human rights.campaignto work for a long time to try to achieve a  

change, for example by making speeches, writing letters etc:He has campaigned for a  

change in the law.4. to try hard to stop somethingNOUNSfight 

crime/corruption/terrorism We are determined to fight terrorism.fight 
poverty Oxfam raises money to fight poverty around the world.fight disease You 
need your immune system to help you fight disease.fight 

discrimination/prejudice/racism Dr King fought against racism all his life. | African-
Americans have been fighting discrimination for hundreds of years.fight 
injustice (=fight situations that are not fair) The organization is dedicated to fighting 

injustice. PrepositionsYou can either say fight  

crime/discrimination/injustice etc, or fight against  

crime/discrimination/injustice etc. PHRASESfight sth tooth and nail (=in a very 

determined way) We will fight the proposals tooth and nail.THESAURUS: 

fightcombatcrime | terrorism | disease | poverty | discrimination | racism | in

flation | unemployment | climate change | problem | threatto try to stop  

something bad from happening, or a problem that affects a large number of  

people. Combat sounds more formal than fight and is often used in news 

reports:Police are being given new powers to combat crime. | Some people say that  

the best way to combat terrorism is to deal with the situation in the Middle East. | New 

drugs are being developed to combat the disease. | More effort is needed to combat  

poverty. | The school has policies aimed at combatting discrimination. | It is not easy  
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to combat racism in society. | The new policies are intended to combat inflation. | This  

is a long-term strategy to combat unemployment. | To help combat climate change we 

are being encouraged to use our cars less. | How can we combat the problem of  

identity theft? | Music companies are looking at ways to combat the threat of illegal  

downloads from the internet.wage war on sthillegal  

drugs | corruption | terrorism | povertyto make a determined and organized effort  

in order to try to stop something bad from happening, over a long period:The 

administration has been waging war on illegal drugs for some time, without much 

success. | The government says it will wage war on corruption. | It is impossible  

to wage war on terrorism. | Campaigners talked about the need to wage war on  

poverty.5. to have argumentsADVERBSfight constantly/be always fighting (=have 

a lot of arguments) His wife and his daughter fought constantly.PREPOSITIONSfight 

with sb I wish you two would stop fighting with each other! 

fight2 /faɪt/ noun  1. a situation in which two people or groups hit, push, or hurt 

each otherADJECTIVESa big fight There was a big fight outside the pub.a fair fight It 
was a fair fight – two against two.a fierce fight The city was the scene of a fierce 

fight between armed gangs.a bloody fight (=when many people die or are 
wounded) After a bloody fight, government troops forced them back.NOUNS + fighta 

street fight There were reports of street fights every night in the local newspaper.a 
fist fight (=when people hit each other with their closed hands) A fist fight broke out 
after the match.a knife/sword fight There have been several arrests, following knife 

fights between drunken fans.a title fight (=a fight between two boxers to decide who 

will win a competition) a heavyweight title fight Gunfight and firefight (=a fight in  

which groups of soldiers fire bullets at each other) are written as one word. VERBS 

+ fighthave a fight I didn’t want to have a fight with him.get into a fight (=become 
involved in a fight) The two men got into a fight over a girl.start a fight They started a 

fight in the crowded bar.pick a fight (=deliberately start a fight) The guy tried to pick 
a fight with Jack.stop/break up a fight The police were called in to break up a 
fight outside a nightclub.win/lose a fight He always won every fight he was in at 

school.be spoiling for a fight (=be very eager to fight with someone) The kids went 
round in gangs, all spoiling for a fight.fight + VERBSa fight breaks 
out/erupts (=suddenly starts) A fight broke out and one man was struck on the 

head.a fight takes place (=happens) The fight took place outside a 
nightclub.PREPOSITIONSa fight with sb He had a fight with an older boy.a fight 
between people There were fights between rival fans.a fight over/about sth He was 

knifed in a fight over some drugs.THESAURUS: fightbattlea fight between 

opposing armies or groups of people:The English king was killed at the Battle of  

Hastings. | There was a fierce battle between two rival gangs.scufflea short fight that  

is not very violent:There was a short scuffle with the police, but no arrests were 

made. | He was hurt in a scuffle with the protesters.punch-up BrE informala fight in  

which people hit each other because of an argument:The game turned into a punch-

up.brawla noisy fight between a group of people:He was hurt in a drunken 
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brawl.altercation formala short noisy argument or fight, especially one that is not  

serious:There was a brief altercation and someone called the police.riota fight  

involving a large number of people, especially people who are protesting about  

something:The demonstration ended in a riot and hundreds of shops were 

damaged. | The video provoked riots all over the Arab World.2. the process of trying 

hard to achieve, get, or prevent somethingADJECTIVESa long fight They won their case 

after a long fight in the courts.a tough/hard fight We are prepared for a hard fight if 
necessary.a brave/valiant fight She died yesterday, after a brave fight against 
cancer.a desperate fight This is the story of their desperate fight for survival.a legal 

fight A 14-year-old girl won a legal fight to be allowed to wear trousers in 
school.VERBSwin/lose a fight The islanders won their fight for 
independence. | She lost her fight for compensation.lead a fight Nelson Mandela led 

the fight for freedom in South Africa.face a fight The men faced a long hard fight to 
prove their innocence.wage a fight (=try hard to achieve something) It is over 100 
years since Lincoln waged his fight to end slavery.continue a fight The protesters 

vowed to continue their fight.give up a fight They refused to give up the fight for 
justice.join (in) a fight He urged others to join the fight to change the 
law.PREPOSITIONSa fight for sth We will continue our fight for justice.(in) the fight 

against sth Schools have an important part to play in the fight 
against drugs.PHRASESput up a fight (=try very hard to win or achieve 
something) The team put up a good fight, but in the end they lost the game 3–2.have 

a fight on your hands (=used to say that someone will find it difficult to do 
something) The government is determined to bring in this law, but it has a fight on its 

hands.THESAURUS: fightbattlea fight to change a situation or deal with a  

problem in society:The battle against racial discrimination is not over.campaigna 

planned series of actions intended to achieve something:Motoring  

organizations launched a campaign for safer roads (=started a campaign).strugglea 

long, hard fight for freedom, independence, equal rights etc:Nkrumah led the people in  

their struggle for independence.crusadesomeone’s fight against something they think  

is morally wrong:She intends to continue her crusade against sex and violence on TV.  

fighting noun  a situation in which people or armies attack each 

otherADJECTIVESheavy/fierce/intense fighting They finally took the town after nine 
days of heavy fighting.violent fighting There was violent fighting between rebel and 
government forces.hand-to-hand fighting There was fierce hand-to-hand fighting and 

hundreds of people were killed.sporadic fighting (=occasional fighting) Sporadic 
fighting was reported during the rest of October.VERBS + fightingstop/halt/end the 
fighting Talks were held to halt the fighting.flee/escape the fighting People fled the 

fighting and crossed the border into Jordan.fighting + VERBSfighting breaks 
out/erupts (=it suddenly starts) Fighting broke out between the army and the 
rebels.fighting continues/goes on The fighting went on for almost a week.fighting 

stops/ceases/ends The fighting finally ended and a peace agreement was 
signed.PREPOSITIONSfighting between/among sb More than 35 people were killed in 
fighting between religious groups.PHRASESan outbreak of fighting (=a situation in 

which fighting suddenly starts) There are still sometimes outbreaks of fighting along the 
border. 
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figure /ˈfɪɡə $ ˈfɪɡjər/ noun  1. a number representing an 

amountADJECTIVES/NOUNS + figurea high/low figure 1,000 calories a day is quite 
a low figure.the exact figure What is the exact figure for the number of foreign 
workers in the country?an approximate/rough/ballpark figure (=not exact) He 

gave us an approximate figure for the cost of the repairs. | Can you give me a ballpark 
figure of the likely price?the final/total figure The final figure is expected to be much 
higher than this.a target figure (=that you want to achieve) The government set 

a target figure of 6.2%.a realistic figure (=likely to be achieved) A more realistic 
figure for energy saving would be 20%.the latest figures The latest figures show that 
crime is down slightly.official figures According to official figures, almost one million 

people are unemployed.government figures Government figures suggest the 
economy is recovering.sales/unemployment/crime etc figures We exceeded our 
target sales figures. | There have been changes in the way the unemployment 

figures are calculated.trade figures (=showing the value of a country’s exports 
compared to imports) The trade figures were down compared to the previous 
year.attendance figures (=how many people went to an event) Last year’s fair 

saw attendance figures of 32,000.VERBScalculate a figure The figures were calculated 
based on the number of cancer cases at 212 hospitals.add up the figures I must have 

made a mistake when I added up the figures.estimate a figure (=say what you think 
it is, without calculating it exactly) We estimate the figure to be around 15%.reach a 
figure The population reached a figure of over 100 million.exceed a figure (=be more 

than it) The total figure must not exceed £75,000.release figures (=make them 
public) The company will release its sales figures later this week.massage the 
figures (=present them in a different way to make them seem better) Myers accused 

the government of deliberately massaging the unemployment figures.PREPOSITIONSin 
figures Write the amount in words and in figures.according to the figures According 
to official figures, exam results have improved again this year.PHRASESin single 

figures (=less than 10) Women senior managers in the company are in single 
figures.in double figures (=between 10 and 99) Only two students in the class 
achieved scores in double figures.in round figures (=to the nearest 10, 20, 100 

etc) In round figures, about 20 million people emigrated from Europe during that 
period.four-figure/five-figure/six-figure etc (=in the thousands/ten 
thousands/hundred thousands etc) He earns a six-figure salary (=more than 

£100,000). | Choose a four-figure number that you can easily remember.run into 
four/five/six figures (=be as much as 1,000, 10,000, or 100,000 pounds or 
dollars) The final cost will easily run into six figures.facts and figures The report 

contains some interesting facts and figures.2. a personADJECTIVES/NOUNS + figurea 
leading/key/central figure (=very important) Several leading figures resigned from 
the party.a controversial figure (=often doing things people disapprove of) He is 

a controversial figure in politics.an authority figure (=someone who has the power to 
tell people what to do) The teacher is an authority figure, like the parent.a father 
figure (=an older man who you trust and respect) Ken was a father figure to all of us.a 

public figure (=someone important known by the public) Do we have a right to know 
about the private lives of public figures such as politicians and business leaders?a 
political figure The president is the most powerful political figure in the country.a 

hate figure (=hated by a lot of people) After the incident, he became a hate figure in 
the British press.a tall/tiny etc figure They saw a tall figure in the window. | We 
watched and waited until, at last, a tiny figure appeared on the horizon.a lone 
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figure (=alone) A lone figure was standing at the bus stop.PHRASESthe figure of a 

woman/man/child I saw the figure of a woman below the bridge.3. the shape of a 
woman’s bodyADJECTIVES/NOUNS + figurea good/great figure She was quite 

attractive, with a good figure.a slender/slim figure (=attractively thin) He admired 
Laura’s tall slender figure.a boyish figure At 45, she still had a trim boyish figure.an 
hourglass figure (=with a narrow waist in comparison with the chest and 

hips) Marilyn Monroe had an hourglass figure.VERBShave a good/slim etc figure We 
are looking for a girl who has a slim figure and a natural look.keep your figure (=stay 
slim) She eats enormous meals but still manages to keep her figure.get your figure 

back (=get the body shape you had previously) Exercise and a sensible diet will help 
you get your figure back after having a baby. 

file1 AC /faɪl/ noun  1. information on a computer that you store under a 

particular nameVERBSopen/close a file Click here to open the file. | You may need 

to close the file and restart the computer.save a file I saved the file to my hard 
drive.create a file She created a file of useful contacts for work.delete a file I 
accidentally deleted the wrong file.access a file (=open or read it) You won’t be able 

to access the file if another user has opened it.edit a file After you’ve finished editing a 
file, always remember to save it.copy a file I copied the file onto a memory 

stick.move a file He was trying to move the file from one folder to another.transfer a 
file (=move it from one computer system to another) You can transfer files and share 
your stuff with friends.send/email sb a file Do you want me to send you the 

file?attach a file (=send it with an email) Sorry, I forgot to attach the file.download a 
file (=copy it from the internet so that you can use it) It just takes a few seconds 
to download the file.upload a file (=send a file from your computer onto another 

computer system using the internet) Save your work, then upload the file.load a 
file (=put a file onto a computer) Double-click on the icon and it will load the 
zip file onto your computer.compress a file (=make it smaller so that it uses less 

space on a computer) The program allows you to compress files.NOUNS + filea 
computer file I’ve just deleted all my old computer files.a backup file (=a copy of a 
file, which is made in case the original becomes lost or damaged) It’s always a good 

idea to have a backup file.a data file The bigger the data file, the more time is needed 
to search it.a text file The text file contains hints on how to get the best out of the 
program.a graphics file This handy utility allows you to change graphics files from one 

format to another.2. a set of paper documents or records with information about 
someone or somethingVERBSfiles are kept/stored somewhere The patients’ files are 
stored in the basement.keep/store sth on file (=put information in a special 

file) Customers’ details are kept on file.keep/retain a file (=save it and not get rid of 
it) Lawyers have to retain their files for several years.open/close a file There was no 
more evidence and the police closed the file on the case.find/lose a file The passport 

office said they had lost my file.PREPOSITIONSa file on sb/sth The government has 
hundreds of files on suspected terrorists.on file The information is kept on file in case it 
is needed later. 

file2 AC /faɪl/ verb  1. to give a document to a court or other organization so that 

it can be officially dealt withNOUNSfile a lawsuit/case He has filed a lawsuit 
against the newspaper.file a complaint They filed a formal complaint with the 

police.file an appeal We plan to file an appeal in the High Court.file an 
application You will need to file an application with the planning authorities.file a 
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charge Charges of assault were filed against him.file a claim Filing a false claim is a 

crime.file a tax return Your tax return can be filed online.file evidence He filed 
evidence to support his claim.file a petition (=officially ask for a divorce) In English 

law, you cannot file a divorce petition until you have been married for at least one 
year.PHRASESfile for divorce She filed for divorce when her husband admitted having 
an affair.file for bankruptcy He was forced to file for bankruptcy.2. to keep papers, 

documents etc in a particular place so that you can find them 
easilyPREPOSITIONS/ADVERBSfile sth away She took all the papers 
and filed them away.file sth under sth The articles are filed under the name of the 

author.file sth alphabetically The contracts are filed alphabetically. 

fill /fɪl/ verb  to put things or liquid into something, so that it is fullNOUNSfill a 

container Fill the container with water.fill a bag/suitcase She filled her suitcase with 
clothes.fill a bottle/jug/kettle He filled the jug with fruit juice.fill a glass The 

waiter filled our glasses with champagne.fill a tank I filled the tank with fuel.fill a 
space/gap He filled the space with a new sofa.PREPOSITIONS/ADVERBSfill sth with 
water/oil etc She filled his glass with wine.fill sth up (=completely) She filled the 

bottle up.fill sth completely It cost me £70 to fill the tank completely.PHRASESfill sth 
to the brim (=fill a glass, bucket etc up to the top) He filled the glass right to the 

brim.be filled to capacity (=be completely full) The tank was filled to 

capacity.THESAURUS: fillpackbag | suitcase | caseto fill a bag or case with  

clothes and other things that you need when travelling:I packed a small bag to take 

with me to Paris. | I usually pack the suitcase the day before we leave. | Ellie  

was packing the case for her trip.load/load upcar | truck | ship | planeto fill a  

vehicle with goods:She loaded up the car with all the bags for their trip. | Two men 

were loading a truck with boxes of melons. | Tell the men to 

start loading the ship. | They began loading the plane with medical supplies.top sth 

up BrE especially spokenglass | cupto fill a glass or cup that still has some liquid in  

it:Can I top up your glass of wine? | She topped up his cup of tea. You can also  

say give sb a top-up: Do you want me to give you a top-up? (=fill your glass or  

cup) replenish/recharge formalglassto fill someone’s glass again:Our host came 

and replenished our glasses.  

fill out /'fɪl aʊt/ verbTHESAURUS > write (1) 

film /fɪlm/ noun  moving pictures shown at a cinema or on 

televisionADJECTIVES/NOUNS + filman action/adventure/war film Boys like action 
films.a horror film (=a frightening film about ghosts, murders etc) The old house 

looked like something out of a horror film.a science fiction film My favourite science 
fiction film was ‘2001: A Space Odyssey’.a documentary film (=about real people and 

events, not a story) We watched a documentary film about China.a wildlife/nature 
film I’ve seen lions in wildlife films.a cowboy film John Wayne was best-known for his 
roles in cowboy films.a gangster film He directed a series of gangster films set in New 

York.a cartoon film/animated film Disney started making cartoon films in the early 
1920s.a classic film (=an old film that is very good) Bogart and Bergman starred 
in the classic film ‘Casablanca’.a cult film (=one that a small group of people like very 
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much and watch often) ‘The Blues Brothers’ was a cult film when I was at college.a hit 

film (=a successful film) The book was turned into a hit film.a big-budget/low-
budget film (=that costs a lot/a little to make) Big-budget Hollywood films can cost 

over $200 million.a mainstream film (=the usual kind of popular film) Mainstream 
films avoided the subject of gay relationships.an independent film (=a film made by a 
small film company) Young directors began making small independent films.an art-

house film (=made by a small company for artistic reasons, not to earn lots of 
money) It’s a small cinema which shows mainly art-house films.a feature film (=a 
full-length film shown in the cinema) He has appeared in short films, but this is his first 

full-length feature film.a short film Before the main film, they showed a short film 
about a bank robbery.a black-and-white film I love those old black-and-white films.a 
silent film (=made in the time before films had sound) He started his career in silent 

films.a foreign-language film (=a film in a language that is not the audience’s native 
language) Foreign-language films seldom do well at the box office.VERBS + filmwatch a 
film He stayed in and watched a film on TV.see a film We saw a good film last night at 

the cinema.appear in/be in a film She once appeared in a film with Al Pacino.star in 
a film (=be one of the main characters) Robert Mitchum starred in a film called ‘River 
of No Return’ with Marilyn Monroe.make/shoot a film She is making a film for 

Australian TV.direct/produce a film The film was directed by Jean-Luc 
Godard.show/screen a film The film is being shown in cinemas all across the 
country.distribute a film (=make it available for people to see at cinemas, on the 

internet etc) Warner Bros became the first major studio to distribute its films over the 
internet.edit a film The film was edited using the latest digital technology.film + 

VERBSa film stars sb The film starred Brad Pitt.a film comes out/ is released (=it 

starts to be available for people to see) The film is due to come out in May.a film is 
showing/is on somewhere (=it is being shown at a cinema) The film is on at the 
Odeon cinema.a film is set somewhere (=it takes place in a place or at a time) The 

film is set in Paris in the 1950s.sth is made/turned into a film The story was made 
into a highly successful film.film + NOUNSa film actor/star She dreamed of being a 
film star.a film director This year’s festival includes a tribute to the French film 

director Bertrand Tavernier.a film producer (=someone who controls the preparation 
of a film) British film producer Alexander Korda decided to make a movie about 
Vienna.a film crew/unit (=a group of people working together to make a film) The 

film crew are making a documentary about village life.the film industry Scorsese is a 
highly respected figure in the film industry.a film company (=a company that 
produces films) Many film companies are based in Hollywood.a film studio (=a 

company that makes films, or a building where films are made) The scenes were all 
shot in a film studio.a film maker He is one of several exciting young film makers.film 
music In ‘La Strada’, Nino Rota demonstrates the poetic power of film music.a film 

camera The company produces digital film cameras.a film premiere (=the first 
showing of a film) Film premieres tend to be glamorous occasions.a film critic The 
review was written by the Daily Telegraph’s film critic.a film buff (=someone who is 

interested in films and knows a lot about them) Film buffs will enjoy reading ‘The 100 
Best Movies of All Time’.film school He graduated from film school in 1998.film 

studies She’s studying for a diploma in film studies.film footage (=film that shows 
something happening) The new showed film footage of the soldiers killing protesters.a 
film clip (=a very short piece of film) They watched the film clip again and 

again.PREPOSITIONSa film about sb/sth He wanted to make a film about a 
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boxer. Film is used especially in British English. In American English, people usually  

say movie. THESAURUS: filmmotion picture formal also picturea film – used 

especially by people who make films or by critics:The book was made into a major  

Hollywood motion picture. | Tell us about your latest picture.blockbuster informala 

very successful film:We watched Steven Spielberg’s latest Hollywood 

blockbuster.flick informala film – a very informal use:He has appeared in a couple  

of action flicks.documentarya film that gives detailed information and facts about a  

particular subject:There was a documentary on the rainforest.comedya film intended 

to make people laugh:Monroe appeared in several comedies.romantic  

comedy also romcom BrE informala film about two people who are in love, which is  

intended to make the people who watch it feel happy:‘Notting Hill’ is a romantic  

comedy starring Julia Roberts and Hugh Grant.thrilleran exciting film, especially about  

murder or serious crimes:‘The Birds’ is a classic Hitchcock thriller.film noira film that  

shows strong feelings of fear or evil and whose characters are often immoral, or these 

films in general:‘The Big Sleep’ is a classic Hollywood film noir.action film/moviea 

film that has lots of fighting, explosions etc:The film is an action movie which ends in a  

big car chase through the streets of Chicago.horror film/moviea frightening film 

about ghosts, murders etc:I don't like watching horror movies - they scare me and 

give me bad dreams.westerna film with cowboys in it:John Wayne is famous for  

making westerns.cartoona film with characters that are drawn or made using a  

computer:One of his first cartoons was ‘Snow White and the Seven 

Dwarfs’.anime /ˈænɪmeɪ, -mə/a type of Japanese animated film, which often has a  

science fiction story:Miyazaki’s anime film ‘Spirited Away’ became an international  

success. | an anime characterCGIthe use of computers to create characters and 

images in a film. CGI is short for ‘computer generated imagery’:The film uses CGI to  

make it look as if the people are flying through the air. | Disney’s latest CGI 

movieshorta short film, usually shown before a longer movie in the cinema:an 

animated shorttrailera series of short scenes from a film or programme, shown in  

order to advertise it in a cinema, on television etc:There was a trailer for the next  

'James Bond' movie. | We had to sit through all the trailers before we could watch the 

film.THE PEOPLE WHO MAKE FILMactora man or woman who acts in a film:a previously  

unknown actor | Brando was one of Hollywood’s greatest actors.actressa woman who 

acts in a film. Women who appear in films or plays usually prefer to be 

called actors:She was the actress who played Scarlet O’Hara in ‘Gone with the 

Wind’.stara famous actor or actress:He looked liked a movie star. | a hotel which was  

used by the stars You also use star about the most important character in a film: The  

dog is the real star of the movie. directorthe person who tells the actors and 
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actresses in a film what to do:The director of the film is Quentin  

Tarantino.producerthe person who makes the arrangements for a film to be made and 

controls the budget:The producers said there was no more money.film/movie 

crewthe people operating the camera, lights etc who help the director make a film:The 

film crew started setting up their equipment in the city's main square.  

filthy /ˈfɪlθi/ adjective  THESAURUS > dirty 

final1 adjective  THESAURUS > last1 (1) 

final2 AC noun  the last and most important game, race, or part of a 

competitionADJECTIVES/NOUNS + finalthe championship final The two teams will play 
against each other in the Italian Championship Finals.the cup final Spain won the 
World Cup Final.the national finals Tom won fourth place in the national finals.the 

regional finals The winners of the regional finals will compete against each other in 
London.the semi-finals (=one of two games whose winners will play each other in the 
final) Murray reached the Wimbledon semi-finals.the quarter-finals (=one of four 

games whose winners play in the semi-finals) She didn’t get further than the quarter-
finals.the grand final (=the final, especially of a singing or dancing competition) Five 
acts are performing in the grand final.VERBSreach/make the final If we don’t reach 

the finals, I will be very disappointed.go/get through to the final If Elaine wins the 
regional competition, she will go through to the national final in May.play in the 
final The match will decide which team will play in the final.win/lose the final Nadal 

went on to win the final.the final is held somewhere The finals will be held in 
Atlanta.PREPOSITIONSbe in the final Which two teams are in the final?the final of a 
competition She is swimming in the final of the 800 metres. 

finally AC /ˈfaɪnəl-i/ adverb  after a long time: After several delays we finally 

took off at six o’clock. Finally, Karpov cracked under the pressure. After a lot of 

questioning, James finally admitted he had taken the car.THESAURUS: 

finallyeventually/in the endafter a long time, especially when there have been 

difficulties or delays. Eventually and in the end mean the same as finally. In the 

end is used especially in spoken English:The plane eventually arrived at 6.30 – over  

three hours late. | In the end, I decided that the best thing to do was to ask Billy for  

help.at lastused when something good happens after you have waited for it for a long 

time:I’m really glad that Ken’s found a job at last. | At long last (=after a very long 

time) he was able to see his family again.after much adoafter a long time and when 

there have been a lot of worries, problems, or delays - used mainly in humorous  

descriptions:After much ado, we moved into our new house last week.  

finance AC /ˈfaɪnæns, fəˈnæns $ fəˈnæns, fɪˈnæns, ˈfaɪnæns/ noun  1. the 

management of money, especially by governments or large 

organizationsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + financeinternational finance The City of London is 
still the world’s leading centre of international finance.high finance (=business 
activities involving very large amounts of money) He is a key figure in the world of high 

finance.corporate/business finance (=involving big companies) I was trying to get a 
job in corporate finance.personal/consumer finance (=relating to borrowing and 
saving by ordinary people) This month’s personal finance feature looks at retirement 
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planning.finance + NOUNSa finance minister Finance ministers from around Europe 

are meeting in Luxembourg.a finance director She joined the company as finance 
director.the finance department (=the part of a company that deals with its 

money) The finance department has no record of your invoice.2. the money that is 
needed to pay for something, especially a big projectADJECTIVESpublic 
finance (=money that governments need for their activities) Taxation is a central part 

of modern public finance.private finance (=money from private companies, rather 
than government) The bridge was built using private finance.finance + NOUNSfinance 
costs (=the costs of borrowing money) The finance costs are high for this type of 

loan.a finance company also a finance house BrE (=a company that lends 
money) He got a loan from a finance company to buy the car.VERBSget/raise/secure 
finance (=get the money to do something) It took a long time to raise the 

necessary finance.provide finance Who is providing the finance for the 
project?PREPOSITIONSfinance for sth They had difficulty getting finance for the 
scheme.PHRASESa source of finance Banks are the usual source of finance. 

financial AC /fəˈnænʃəl, fɪˈnænʃəl, faɪ-/ adjective [usually before noun]  relating 

to money or the management of moneyNOUNSa financial institution (=an 
organization such as a bank, which lends money) The agency is responsible for 

regulating the activities of banks and other financial institutions.the financial 
markets (=stock markets and other markets) India’s financial markets were closed on 
Monday for a national holiday.the financial year They reported an increase in profits 

at the end of the financial year.financial support/assistance/aid The Japanese 
government gives financial support to farmers.financial problems/difficulties The 
company faces serious financial problems.financial adviser/advice An 

independent financial adviser told me to put my money in stocks and shares.financial 
services Steve has over 32 years experience in the financial 
services industry.financial resources Big companies have the financial resources to 

invest in research and development projects.a financial transaction (=the action of 
buying or selling something) Police are investigating illegal financial 
transactions involving millions of dollars.a financial incentive (=money offered to 

someone in order to encourage them to do something) There should be more financial 
incentives for people to save.financial success Financial success is important, but it is 
not the only thing that matters.a financial statement In our opinion the financial 

statements give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the 

company.THESAURUS: 

financialeconomicgrowth | development | policy | recovery | crisis | problem

s | reform | activityrelating to the money of a country, area, or society, and the way 

it is earned, spent, and controlled:Economic growth has been slow. | The US gave aid  

to help with economic development. | American voters were anxious for a change 

in economic policy. | We are in the middle of the worst economic crisis for many 

years. | The government introduced economic reforms. | There has been a slowdown 

in economic activity.fiscal formalrelating to the money, debts, tax etc that are owned 

and managed by the government:fiscal control | The Indian government is trying to  

reduce the fiscal deficit.monetary formalpolicy | system | unionrelating to money,  

especially all the money in a country, and how it is managed:The Bank of Thailand has  
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retained a tight monetary policy. | The country wants to join the European Monetary  

System. | Monetary union may have been a  

mistake.budgetary formalcontrol | constraints | decisions | processrelating to the  

official plan of how the money of a country or organization is spent:We need to  

improve budgetary control within the department. | City officials are facing tough 

budgetary decisions.  

find /faɪnd/ verb (past tense and past participle found /faʊnd/) [T]  to discover, 

see, or get something that you have been searching for: I can’t find my car keys. We 
need to find somewhere to live. She had almost given up hope of finding a 
husband. They think they have found the solution.PHRASESsb/sth is nowhere to be 

found (=used when people cannot find someone or something anywhere) Her mother 
went to the shops, and on her return, Kathleen was nowhere to be found.sth is found 

hidden somewhere The bag was later found hidden in the bushes.THESAURUS: 

finddiscoverto find something that was hidden or that people did not know about  

before:A second bomb has been discovered in south London. | The island was first  

discovered by Captain Cook. | Marie and Pierre Curie discovered radium in  

1898.locate formalto find the exact position of something:The airline are still trying to  

locate my luggage. | Online maps make it easy to locate almost any place in the 

world.come across sthto find something unexpectedly when you are not looking for  

it:I came across some old letters from my father in my drawer.stumble on/across 

sthto find something unexpectedly, especially something very important:They may 

have stumbled across some vital evidence. | You may have stumbled on the 

truth.traceto find someone or something that has disappeared, especially by a careful  

process of collecting information:She had given up all hope of tracing her missing  

daughter.track sb/sth downto find someone or something that is difficult to find by 

searching in different places:I’ve been trying to track down a book that’s out of  

print. | The police managed to track down the killer.unearthto find something that has  

been hidden or lost for a long time, by digging or searching for it:In 1796, a carved 

stone was unearthed near the burial mound.  

finding /ˈfaɪndɪŋ/ noun  information that someone has discovered as a result of 

their study or work GrammarOften plural. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + findingresearch 

findings Her research findings will be published next month in the ‘British Medical 
Journal’.the main findings There is a summary of the main findings at the end of the 
report.an important finding His study contained some important findings.an 

interesting finding Another interesting finding is that many of these patients were 
women.a surprising/unexpected finding These unexpected findings could change 
the way doctors treat the disease.new/recent findings This view is supported 

by recent findings.worrying/disturbing findings One of the most worrying 
findings was that many young people believe they have no hope of getting a 
job.early/preliminary findings (=before you have completely finished your 

report) The research team published some of their early findings after the first six 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [861] 

months.VERBS + findingpresent/report your findings We had 

to present our findings to the class.publish your 
findings His findings were published in the ‘International Journal of Linguistics’.be 

based on findings The report is based on the findings of a team which visited the 
country last year.discuss sb’s findings Ministers will be discussing the findings of the 
report.findings suggest sth The findings suggest that there is a link between 

watching violent films and aggression.findings support/confirm sth Our findings do 
not support this view. | The report confirmed the findings of other 
studies.PREPOSITIONSthe findings of sth We are waiting for the findings of the 

research team.findings from sth The findings from their study are very 
interesting.findings on/about sth Recent findings on depression have greatly 
increased our understanding of the condition. | There have been some new findings 

about Mars. 

fine1 /faɪn/ adjective  1. very goodNOUNSa fine performance Congratulations 

on a fine performance.a fine player/musician/soldier Many fine musicians never 
become famous.fine wine/food He likes fine wine and beautiful women.a fine 

collection/selection The museum has a fine collection of Roman coins.a fine 
example of sth The church is a fine example of Gothic architecture.a fine 

shot/goal/save A fine save by the goalkeeper kept the score level.fine quality Our 

modern factory produces fine quality carpets. Fine artYou use this phrase about  

paintings, sculptures etc that are made by artists for people to look at: She is  

studying fine art at college. PHRASESin fine form He was in fine form and scored 

three times.in fine style They began their journey in fine style, taking a limousine to 

the airport.THESAURUS: fine→ good (1)2. healthy: She had a bad cold, but she’s 

fine now. “How are you?” “I’m fine.” I’m fineYou say I’m fine when someone asks  

“How are you?” It means “I’m healthy and everything is OK.” Often though, it is just  

something you say automatically, without thinking.Don’t say I’m very fine. 3. sunny 

and with no rainNOUNSa fine day/morning/afternoon (=bright and sunny, with no 
rain) It’s going to be a fine day tomorrow.fine weather The weather was fine, so they 

decided to go sailing.THESAURUS: fine→ sunny4. thin or narrowNOUNSfine 

hair/thread/wire They use fine gold thread to make the jewellery. | Your hair is 
very fine.a fine needle/tube A fine tube is inserted into the body.a fine brush She 

used a fine brush to paint the grass.fine lines As we get older, our skin starts to 
develop fine lines.a fine layer/coating The table was covered with a fine coating of 
dust.fine rain/drizzle (=consisting of very small drops of rain) A fine rain was 

falling.the fine print (=small writing that gives important information which people 

often miss) Always read the fine print before you sign anything.THESAURUS: 

fine→ narrow (1)  

fine2 /faɪn/ noun  money that you have to pay as a 

punishmentADJECTIVES/NOUNS + finea large/heavy fine There are heavy fines for 
people who break the law.a stiff/hefty fine (=a large fine) The men face stiff 
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fines and a possible jail sentence. | Offenders now face hefty fines – or even prison 

terms.a $100/£50 etc fine He got a thousand dollar fine.the maximum 
fine The maximum fine for dropping litter is £200.an unlimited fine Punishments 

include unlimited fines and being banned from driving.a parking/speeding fine You 
can get a parking fine if you park outside the police station.a library fine I didn’t have 
enough money to pay my library fine.an on-the-spot fine (=a fine that you have to 

pay immediately to the person who gives it) If you are caught speeding, you have to 
pay an on-the-spot fine.an unpaid fine There are companies that collect unpaid 
fines.VERBSpay a fine He refused to pay the fine.get/receive a fine I got a fine for 

paying the bill late.face a fine The company could face fines of up to a million 
dollars.give sb a fine also impose a fine formal Should parents be responsible 
for fines imposed on their children?PREPOSITIONSa fine for sth People should get fines 

for dropping litter.a fine of £100/$50/€200 Fines of $1,000 are not unusual. 

finger /ˈfɪŋɡə $ -ər/ noun  one of the four long thin parts on your 

handADJECTIVES/NOUNS + fingerlong fingers You need to have long fingers to play 
the piano.small/little/tiny fingers The baby had tiny fingers.thin/slim 

fingers also slender fingers literary She had long slender fingers.fat fingers He held 
his cigar with two big fat fingers.chubby/pudgy fingers (=a little fat) The baby 

touched her hand with his pudgy fingers.nimble fingers (=skilful fingers) Surgeons 
need to have nimble fingers.gnarled fingers (=old and twisted) The old man held the 
fork with his gnarled fingers.sticky fingers The kids had made marks on the windows 

with their sticky fingers.trembling/shaking fingers She opened the letter 
with trembling fingers.an accusing finger “What are you doing?” he said, pointing an 
accusing finger at Paul.index finger (=the finger next to your thumb) You point with 

your index finger.middle finger He clicked his thumb and middle finger.third 
finger (=the third finger from your thumb)little finger (=the fourth finger from your 
thumb, which is your smallest finger)ring finger (=where you wear a ring – usually the 

third finger on your left hand) The large diamond on her ring finger sparkled in the 
moonlight.wedding finger (=where you wear a ring that shows you are married) She 
was wearing a ring on her wedding finger.a dislocated finger (=injured because one 

of the bones has moved out of its normal position) The doctor said he had a dislocated 
finger.VERBSput/dip/stick/poke your finger in sth He dipped his finger in the water 
to see how cold it was. | Stop sticking your fingers in the cake mixture!point your 

finger at sb/sth The man pointed his finger at my shoes.cut your finger I cut my 
finger on the bread knife.prick your finger (=make a small hole in it) She pricked her 
finger when she was pruning the roses.click/snap your fingers (=make a noise by 

rubbing them together) She was clicking her fingers in time to the music.drum/tap 
your fingers on sth (=tap one finger after another against something, especially in an 
impatient way) He waited, drumming his fingers on the desk.run your fingers 

through sb’s hair (=gently pass your fingers through someone’s hair) She ran her 
fingers through his hair.cross your fingers (=put one finger over another as a way of 
wishing for good luck) I crossed my fingers, hoping the letter would be for me.wag 

your finger (=shake your finger from side to side to show disapproval) “You naughty 
girl!” she said, wagging her finger.wiggle your fingers (=move them up and 
down) The doctor asked him to wiggle his fingers.lace your fingers (=put your hands 

together with your fingers passing next to each other) He laced his fingers on top of the 
desk. 
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fingernail /ˈfɪŋɡəneɪl $ -ɡər-/ noun  the hard flat part near the top of your 

fingerADJECTIVESlong/short fingernails The woman had long fingernails.dirty/clean 
fingernails I cleaned my dirty fingernails with a nailbrush.sharp fingernails Careful 
you don’t tear the fabric – you have sharp fingernails.painted fingernails She had red 

lipstick and red painted fingernails.manicured fingernails (=carefully cut and 
shaped) Sally always has perfectly manicured fingernails.VERBScut your 
fingernails She was cutting her fingernails with some scissors.file your 

fingernails He was filing his fingernails with a nail file.paint your fingernails She 
likes to paint her fingernails in different colours.bite your fingernails Don’t bite your 
fingernails!break a fingernail I broke a fingernail trying to fix my bike.grow your 

fingernails I want to grow my fingernails but I can’t stop biting them. Instead  

of fingernail, in everyday English people usually just say nail.The nails on your toes  

are called toenails.  

fingerprint /ˈfɪŋɡəˌprɪnt $ -ɡər-/ noun  a mark made by the pattern of lines at 

the end of someone’s fingerVERBSleave fingerprints The burglar was careful not 
to leave any fingerprints.take sb’s fingerprints (=make a copy of them) The police 
will take his fingerprints and compare them with ones found at the crime scene.look 

for fingerprints They went round the whole house looking for fingerprints.find 
fingerprints The police found no fingerprints except those of the owner.PHRASESa set 
of fingerprints Every set of fingerprints is unique. 

finish1 /ˈfɪnɪʃ/ verb  1. to do all of something GrammarFinish is often followed  

by a participle in this meaning: Have you finished eating? Don’t say Have you finished  

to eat? NOUNSfinish your work/homework The work was finished four months 

ahead of schedule.finish your meal/food/drink You stay and finish your meal.finish 
a book/article/report She is finishing her first book, which will be published this 

autumn.finish your course/studies/education I had just finished my 
university course, and was wondering what to do next.finish school/university He 
didn’t have the money to finish high school.ADVERBSalmost/nearly/just about 

finished We’ve nearly finished making the cakes.VERBSlet sb finish (=allow someone 
to finish speaking) Just let me finish, and then you can make your point.wait for sb to 
finish We all had to wait for her to finish eating.PHRASESsb will be finished in no 

time informal (=they will have finished very soon) Don’t worry, we'll be finished in no 

time.THESAURUS: 

finishcompletework | task | job | project | course | studies | PhD | training | 

education | journey | investigation | sale | term of officeto finish doing  

something, especially something that takes a lot of time and effort. Complete is more 

formal than finish:Marx died before he could complete the work. | The time taken 

to complete the task is measured. | Final payment is not made until  

the job is completed. | Students have to complete a research-based project in their  

final year. | She started a new job as a computer technician  
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after completing her course. | After completing her studies at university, she worked as  

a nurse for six years. | She has just completed her PhD. | Many schoolchildren have to  

leave the region to complete their education. | They had to leave the car  

and complete the journey on foot. | They need more time 

to complete their investigation. | They expect to complete the sale in around six  

months. | The president has just completed his term of office (=the period when he or  

she has the position of  

president).conclude formalagreement | deal | negotiations | work | study | inves

tigation | interview | argumentto finish something, especially an agreement or an  

investigation:The US concluded a trade agreement with Mexico. | The two sides had 

hoped to conclude a deal by the end of the year. | We aim 

to conclude the negotiations this month. | The committee hopes  

to conclude its work on Friday. | They conclude their study with the suggestion that  

more work needs to be done. | Police concluded their investigation and a 39-year-old  

man was charged with the murder. | She concludes the interview by saying “I feel so 

lucky to be here.” | The defence 

lawyers concluded their arguments.finalize also finalise BrEagreement | deal | neg

otiations | sale | details | plans | arrangementsto do the last things that are 

necessary in order to finish an agreement or plan:The agreement was finalized during  

ten hours of talks at the presidential mansion. | They were in the last stages  

of finalizing the deal. | They finalized the sale of the company yesterday. | We have an 

agreement in principle and we are finalizing the details. | The couple  

are finalizing their plans for the wedding. | The arrangements are still  

being finalized.wrap sth 

up informalagreement | deal | negotiations | investigation | game | match | vict

ory | winto finish something successfully. Wrap up is rather informal and is often  

used in news reports:The company hopes to wrap up an agreement as soon as  

possible. | Negotiators are meeting on Friday to wrap 

up the deal. | The negotiations should have been wrapped up a lot earlier. | The police  

have a few more days in which to wrap 

up their investigation. | The game was wrapped up by half-time, with Rooney scoring  

twice.round off BrE round 

out AmEevening | day | year | season | meal | visit | meeting | interview | gam

eto finish something by doing one final thing, especially something enjoyable:You 

can round out the evening with a trip to a local nightclub. | The day was rounded 

off with a picnic. | The win was the perfect way to round out the season. | We rounded 

off the meal with some Irish coffee. | Kylie rounded off her visit to the UK with a great  

live performance. | It’s best to round off the meeting with a quick summary of what  
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has been agreed. When saying that you have finished doing something in everyday  

English, you often say that you have done it: Have you done your  

work/homework/essay? I've done the washing/ironing/cleaning. This is much more  

common than saying “I/you have finished”.In informal spoken English, people also  

say I’m done (=I have finished). ANTONYMS → start1 (1)2. to endTHESAURUS: 

finish→ end2 (1)  

finish2 /ˈfɪnɪʃ/ noun  the end or last part of somethingADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ finishan early/late finish On Fridays we have an early finish, and can go home at 
three o’clock.an exciting/dramatic/nail-biting finish The race had an exciting 

finish.a strong finish A performance needs a strong finish that leaves the audience 
wanting more.a close/tight finish (=when two competitors finish very close to each 
other) Jack came second, but it was a close finish.a photo finish (=in which the 

winner is decided by looking at a photo because it is very close) His horse was 
announced to be the winner, after a photo finish.finish + NOUNSthe finish line Bolt was 
first across the finish line.PREPOSITIONSthe finish of sth We usually have a party to 

celebrate the finish of filming.at the finish There was a sprint for second place at the 
finish.to/until the finish She stayed to the finish.a finish to sth There was a much 
closer finish to the election campaign than expected.PHRASESfrom start to finish The 
whole day was a disaster from start to finish.ANTONYMS → start2 

finished /ˈfɪnɪʃt/ adjective  if something is finished or you are finished, you have 

done all of somethingNOUNSthe finished result I was very pleased with the finished 

result.the finished picture/drawing She showed him the finished 
drawing.ADVERBSsb is almost finished I’m almost finished - can you give me a few 
more minutes?PREPOSITIONSfinished with sth (=used when you have finished using 

something) Are you finished with my tools yet?THESAURUS: 

finisheddonefinished – used especially in everyday English instead of finished:I  

can’t come out till my essay’s done. | They promised the work would be done by 

April.completecompletely finished – used especially to emphasize that there is no 

more work to do:Six months later the job was complete. | The first stage of the project  

is now complete.overfinished – used about an event, activity, or period of  

time:Football practice is over at 4.30. Can you pick me up then? | The summer  

was nearly over.be through informalto have finished doing something or using  

something:I probably won’t be through till about 6 o’clock. | Are you through  

with those scissors?  

fire1 /faɪə $ faɪr/ noun  1. flames, light, and heat that destroy and damage 

thingsADJECTIVESa big/major/serious fire The house was destroyed by a big fire.a 
small fire It was only a small fire and we quickly put it out.NOUNS + firea forest 

fire (=a very large fire in a forest) There have been a lot of forest fires this summer in 
Greece.a brush fire/bush fire (=a very large fire in a wild area of bushes and small 
trees) There were frequent brush fires during the hot dry summers.a house fire (=a 
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fire that starts inside a house) Faulty electrical wiring is being blamed for a house 

fire.VERBS + firestart a fire The fire may have been started by a cigarette.set fire to 
sth/set sth on fire (=make something start burning) A candle fell over, setting fire to 

the curtains.sth catches fire (=starts burning) The boat caught fire and sank.put out 
a fire also extinguish a fire formal (=stop a fire burning) Firefighters successfully 
extinguished the fire.fight a fire (=try to make a fire stop burning) Further attempts 

to fight the fire were abandoned.die in a fire He died in a fire two years ago.fire + 

VERBSa fire burns The fire was burning more strongly every minute.a fire breaks 
out (=starts suddenly) A fire broke out in the engine room.a fire goes out (=stops 

burning) After several hours, the fire eventually went out.a fire rages/blazes (=burns 
strongly for a long time over a large area) Fires were raging in the forest near 
Magleby.a fire spreads The fire spread to the house next door.a fire 

destroys/damages sth The school was badly damaged by fire.fire + NOUNSthe fire 
brigade/service BrE the fire department AmE (=the organization that works to 
prevent fires and stop them burning) Someone had seen the smoke and called the fire 

brigade.a fire fighter/firefighter (=someone whose job is to stop fires 
burning) Firefighters rescued ten people from the burning building.a fire engine also a 
fire truck AmE (=a large vehicle used by firefighters) The fire engine arrived within a 

few minutes.a fire station (=a building where firefighters are based) The nearest fire 
station is over 20 kilometres away.a fire extinguisher (=a metal container with water 
or chemicals in it, used for stopping small fires) He grabbed a fire extinguisher and put 

the fire out.a fire alarm (=a piece of equipment that makes a loud noise to warn 
people of a fire in a building) When the fire alarm went off, we all went outside.a fire 
escape (=metal stairs on the outside of a tall building that people can use to escape if 

there is a fire) They rushed down the fire escape.PHRASESbe on fire (=be burning) The 
whole house was on fire within minutes.bring a fire under control Firefighters took 

more than an hour to bring the fire under control.THESAURUS: fireflamesthe 

bright parts of a fire that you see burning in the air:The flames from the burning  

building were lighting up the night sky. | The flames shot up into the 

air. | Flames were coming from one of the plane's engines.blaze writtena large and 

dangerous fire – used especially in news reports:Firemen fought to keep the blaze 

under control. | The house was badly damaged in the blaze.inferno writtenan 

extremely large and dangerous fire which is out of control – used especially in news 

reports:The entire building was on fire and hundreds of people were trapped in the 

inferno. | He was lucky to escape from the raging inferno just in  

time.conflagration formala very large fire that destroys a lot of buildings, trees  

etc:The conflagration spread rapidly through the old town.2. burning material used to 

heat a room, cook food etc, or get rid of things you do not wantADJECTIVESan open 

fire (=a fire in a room that is not inside a stove etc) Sophie warmed herself by the 
open fire.a (nice) warm fire There was a nice warm fire burning in the fireplace.a 
roaring/blazing fire (=one that is burning strongly) I sat by the roaring fire and dried 

off.a real fire (=one that burns wood or coal) There was a real fire blazing in the 
fireplace.NOUNS + firea coal/wood/log/gas fire He was sitting in front of a big log 

fire. | She lit the gas fire and settled in front of the TV. Campfire is written as one  
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word. VERBS + firemake/build a fire He found wood to make a fire.start/light a 

fire She struck a match and lit the fire.stoke a fire (=put more wood or coal on 
it) I stoked the fire and boiled some water.put sth on the fire Put another log on the 

fire.cook sth over a fire They cooked strips of meat over a wood fire.fire + VERBSa 
fire burns/blazes A fire was burning merrily in the sitting room.a fire 
smoulders BrE a fire smolders AmE (=a little smoke comes from a fire when it has 

almost gone out) The fire was smouldering in the grate and the room was getting 
cold.a fire dies down (=it burns less strongly) The fire slowly died 
down.PREPOSITIONSby/in front of the fire Vernon was sitting in his armchair by the 

fire.PHRASESthe embers of a fire (=pieces of wood, coal etc that have almost been 
completely burned) He stared at the glowing embers of the fire. 

fire2 /faɪə $ faɪr/ verb  1. to shoot bullets or bombsNOUNSfire a gun/weapon I 

heard the sound of a gun being fired.fire a bullet He fired three bullets, all of which 
missed their target.fire a rocket Guerrillas fired five rockets at the capital yesterday, 
killing 23 people.PREPOSITIONS/ADVERBSfire at sb The troops started firing at the 

enemy.fire bullets/shots/rockets etc at sb The police fired two shots at the 
suspects before they surrendered.fire into a crowd Soldiers started firing into the 
crowd in order to try to stop the demonstration.fire on sb (=fire at a group of 

people) They had fired on an unarmed group of protesters.fire back The rebels fired 
back, killing several government soldiers.2. to make someone leave their job, especially 
because they have done something wrong: He was fired for being late. You're 

fired.THESAURUS: firedismiss formalto fire someone:Harris was caught stealing,  

and was dismissed from his job.sack sb/give sb the sack BrE informalto make 

someone leave their job, especially because they are not good at it, or because they 

have done something wrong:Bates was sacked from his job after the team failed to win  

any games. | His boss gave him the sack for taking too much time off work. | You're  

sacked.lay sb offto make a lot of workers, especially workers in a large factory or  

organization, leave their jobs, because there is not enough work for them to do, or not  

enough money to pay their wages:3,000 car workers have been laid off at the factory  

in Cleveland.make sb redundant BrEto make someone leave their job because they 

are no longer needed:A hundred staff will be made redundant at the end of this  

month.let sb goto make someone leave their job. Used by employers to avoid saying  

directly that they are getting rid of people:We’ve had to let two members of staff  

go. | I'm sorry but we are going to have to let you go.dischargeto make someone 

leave their job in the army, air force etc:Grant had been discharged from the navy for  

threatening an officer.ease sb outto make someone leave their job in a way that  

makes it seem as if they have chosen to leave:He had been eased out of office in an  

attempt to prevent a political crisis.relieve sb of their post/position formalto make 

someone leave their job because they have done something wrong. Used especially to  

avoid saying this directly, and also when the job is a powerful one:The colonel and two 

other senior officers were relieved of their posts.  
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firework /ˈfaɪəwɜːk $ ˈfaɪrwɜːrk/ noun  an object that burns or explodes to 

produce coloured lights and noise in the sky GrammarOften plural. VERBSwatch the 

fireworks We can watch the fireworks from our bedroom window.let off/set off a 

firework (=make it explode) People were letting off fireworks in the street.light a 
firework You need to be careful when lighting fireworks.a firework goes off (=it 
explodes) There were fireworks going off outside.firework + NOUNSa firework 

display/show Every year there is a huge firework display in the park.a firework 
party We’re having a firework party in our garden.a firework accident/injury She 
was badly burned in a firework accident.a fireworks factory A fire at a fireworks 

factory killed 20 people. British people associate fireworks with November 5th, which  

is called Bonfire Night. It was on this night in 1605 that Guy Fawkes tried to blow up  

the Houses of Parliament. There are firework parties and shows on this night each  

year.  

firm1 /fɜːm $ fɜːrm/ adjective  1. not softPHRASESnice and firm Make sure that 

the apples are nice and firm.firm to the touch (=firm when you touch them) The 
pears should be firm to the touch.NOUNSa firm base/foundation The bricks need to 

have a firm base made of concrete.a firm mattress A firm mattress is good for your 
back.firm ground The ground is firm enough for the horses to race on.firm 
stomach/thighs/buttocks If you want a firm stomach you have to do a lot of 

exercise. | She has very firm thighs because she does a lot of skiing.firm flesh The 

melons have firm yellow flesh.THESAURUS: firm→ hard (1)2. not changing your 

decision, or not likely to changeNOUNSa firm promise/commitment The company 

has made a firm commitment to clean up the oil spill.a firm 
decision/intention No firm decision has yet been made.a firm offer I will not leave 

my job until I get a firm offer from the other company.a firm date We should set 
a firm date for the wedding.firm plans She had no firm plans for the next day, so she 
agreed to go out with him.a firm conclusion It is difficult to reach a firm 

conclusion without knowing all the facts of the case.firm evidence There is not 
enough firm evidence to find him guilty.a firm belief/conviction It is her firm 
belief that women are better than men.a firm believer/supporter John is a firm 

believer in natural medicine.a firm favourite BrE a firm favorite AmE The Harry 
Potter books are a firm favourite with children.firm friends We met three years ago 
and have been firm friends ever since.VERBSstand/hold firm (=not change your 

decision) He is standing firm and refusing to sell his land to developers. | Hold firm and 
do not change your mind.PHRASESbe firm in your beliefs She is firm in her belief that 

she will never have children.THESAURUS: firm→ determined3. strictNOUNSfirm 

discipline/control This school believes in firm discipline and students who break the 
rules will be dealt with immediately.firm leadership/government The country 

needs firm leadership.firm action The police should take firm action against people 
who break the law.a firm stance/stand We fully support their firm stand against 
racism.a firm voice “We’re going now,” he said in a firm voice.a firm hand (=firm 

treatment) He believes that children need a firm hand.PREPOSITIONSbe firm with 
sb You must be firm with her.be firm about sth She is very firm about us doing our 
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homework on time.PHRASESfirm but fair A good manager needs to be firm but 

fair.take a firm line (=deal with something in a very strict way) The school takes a 

firm line about smoking.THESAURUS: firm→ strict (1)4. holding or pressing 

something stronglyNOUNSa firm grip/hold/grasp He kept a firm grip on his wallet.a 
firm handshake Mr Smith welcomed me with a firm handshake.firm 
pressure Apply firm pressure to the wound. 

firm2 /fɜːm $ fɜːrm/ noun  a business or companyADJECTIVES/NOUNS + firma 

large/small/medium-sized firm He is managing director of a large firm. | He trained 
with a small firm in Cardiff. | The law will not affect medium-sized firms with less than 

100 employees.a British/American/Swiss etc firm British firms are competing with 
a number of foreign companies.an international/multinational firm They want to 
encourage more multinational firms to establish factories in Spain.a local firm (=based 

nearby) The equipment was supplied by a local firm.a family firm The business grew 
from a small family firm into a large company.a foreign/overseas firm There has 
been renewed competition from foreign firms.a leading firm (=one of the most 

successful firms) The building was designed by a leading firm of American architects.a 
reputable firm (=a firm that people say is good) Make sure you choose a reputable 
firm to fit your new windows.a rival firm (=one that you compete with) They didn’t 

want rival firms to know what they were planning.a law/accountancy/consultancy 
firm She was offered a job with a top law firm.an 
engineering/electronics/advertising firm Fred worked for an electronics 

firm.VERBS + firmwork for a firm Chris has been working for this firm for nearly 20 
years.join a firm She joined the firm when she was 20.set up/start/found a 
firm Hanson decided to start his own management consulting firm.manage/run a 

firm We need someone younger to run the firm.leave a firm Why did 
you leave the firm?take over a firm (=buy it and start to run it) They expanded 
by taking over existing firms.firm + VERBSa firm employs sb The firm employs more 

than 200 people.a firm produces sth Our firm produces computer software for the 
insurance market.a firm supplies sth The firm supplies office furniture to local 

businesses.a firm expands/grows (=it employs more people) As a firm expands it 
needs greater financial control.a firm goes bankrupt also a firm goes 
bust/under informal (=it cannot continue because it cannot pay what it 

owes) Unfortunately, the firm went bankrupt before the work was 
completed.PREPOSITIONSa firm of solicitors/accountants/architects etc Ms Shaw 
is a partner in a firm of solicitors.be with a firm (=be working for a firm) He has been 

with the same firm for many years. 

first1 /fɜːst $ fɜːrst/ adjective determiner  coming before all the other things or 

people in a seriesNOUNSthe first time It was the first time she had been on a 
plane.the first day/month/year etc Today is the first day of spring.the first 

part/section/chapter/stage The first part of the report dealt with the school’s 
history.the first half/quarter The custom began in the first half of the 19th 
century.sb’s first book/film/record etc Shakespeare’s first play was ‘Henry VI, Part 

One’.sb’s first boyfriend/wife/child etc Her first husband died when he was very 
young.sb’s first reaction/response/instinct My first reaction was surprise.the first 

thing I just said the first thing that came into my head.the first step The first step is 
to get the evidence.the first sign/indication Chest pain can be the first sign of a 
heart attack.PHRASESthe first (one) of its kind The service is believed to be the first 
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of its kind.THESAURUS: 

firstinitialreaction | response | shock | impression | assessment | stage | pha

se | period | costat the beginning, when something starts or has just  

happened. Initial is more formal than first:Her initial reaction was to  

laugh. | The initial response has been very positive. | Patrick’s initial shock was now 

turning to anger. | My initial impression was that he was very depressed. | The 

investigators will be carrying out an initial assessment of the damage. | Parents are 

very important in the initial stages of learning. | The initial phase of the project is now 

over. | The job is for an initial period of two years, although this may be 

extended. | The initial cost is higher than we 

expected.preliminaryresults | findings | report | investigation | inquiry | test | s

tudy | research | work | hearing | discussioncoming before the main  

one:Preliminary results show that the drug is effective in over 60% of  

cases. | The preliminary findings were that 10% of Europe’s forests have been 

damaged by pollution. | This study confirms the results of our preliminary report. | The 

FBI announced that it was opening a preliminary investigation into the matter. | The 

US attorney is carrying out a preliminary inquiry, to find out if there was evidence of  

any illegal activities. | Preliminary tests have shown no evidence of dangerous levels of  

radiation. | Carbon could be stored deep under the Earth’s surface, according to a  

Dutch preliminary study. | Preliminary research shows that the town was originally a  

Viking settlement. | A lot of the preliminary work has been done already. | A 

short preliminary hearing of the case was held last Monday (=a meeting of a court of  

law or an official committee). | Officials from 35 countries held preliminary  

discussions on a European energy  

agreement.openingday | night | ceremony | session | stages | address | speech 

| words | lines | sentence | chapter | scene | barshappening at the beginning of  

an event, book, film, piece of music etc:Tomorrow is the opening day of the 

conference. | I hope you will be coming to the opening night of the play (=the first  

performance). | the opening ceremony of the Olympic Games | the opening session of  

the trial | In the opening stages of the war, there were attempts to find a peaceful  

solution. | His opening address to the Assembly lasted two and a half hours (=the 

opening speech). | In his opening speech, he warned about the threat of another  

nuclear war. | The opening words of the book are ‘Man is born free, but everywhere he 

is in chains.’ | “All happy families are similar, but an unhappy family is unhappy in its  

own special way,” observes Leo Tolstoy in the opening lines of Anna 

Karenina. | The opening sentence of George Orwell’s book ‘Nineteen Eighty-Four’ is “It  

was a bright cold day in April and the clocks were striking 13.” | As we saw in  

the opening chapter, there are many health risks associated with sport. | The opening  

scene of the film shows American soldiers arriving on the Normandy beaches. | The 
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orchestra began playing the opening bars of Beethoven’s 5th  

symphony.introductorychapter | paragraph | section | essay | course | lecture |

 talkwritten, said, or done as an introduction:The introductory chapter opens with a  

general statement of the problem. | It is best to begin with an introductory paragraph,  

in which you explain the background to your essay. | The book has an  

excellent introductory section, which gives a brief history of the 

subject. | An introductory essay gives a brief account of Magritte’s intentions in his  

paintings. | This introductory course is designed to provide a general overview of  

Geographic Information Systems. | Michael was asked to give the introductory  

lecture at an engineering conference. | The day begins with a ten minute introductory  

talk.ANTONYMS → last1 (1) 

first2 /fɜːst $ fɜːrst/ adverb  before anything or anyone elseVERBSdo sth 

first/finish first An extra five points will be given to the team that finishes 

first.arrive/get somewhere first Cindy and Joe arrived first.first discover/find out 
about/hear about sth The disease was first discovered in 1986 in the 
UK.PHRASESfirst of all First of all we’d better make sure we’ve got everything we 

need.first and foremost (=first and most importantly) He is first and foremost a 

brilliant engineer.THESAURUS: firstSAYING THE FIRST THING THAT YOU WANT TO  

MENTIONfirst/firstlyused when mentioning the first in a list of reasons, arguments, or  

questions to consider:I want you to consider these three points in your essay: first,  

what is the writer’s attitude to the war in this poem... | There are several reasons for  

this conclusion. Firstly...first of allused at the start of what you are going to say:First  

of all, I’d like to say a big ‘thank you’ to everyone who has supported us over the last  

two years.in the first place also for a start BrE spokenused when giving the first and 

most important reason or example, especially when you are arguing or discussing  

something with someone:Our main priority should be better public transport – in the 

first place to reduce the amount of traffic on our roads. | He’s not the right person for  

the job. For a start he’s too young.to begin with/to start with spokenused when 

telling someone the first and most important thing that you want to say:There are 

numerous activities on offer. To start with, there are over 60 miles of walks with  

splendid views. | Let me tell you something about him. To begin with, he is the most  

difficult man that I know.  

first aid noun  simple medical treatment for an injury or illness that is given as 

soon as possibleADJECTIVES/NOUNS + first aidbasic first aid You will learn how to 
administer basic first aid.immediate first aid He needed immediate first 

aid.emergency first aid She was given emergency first aid by firefighters before being 
rushed to hospital.VERBSgive sb first aid also administer first aid formal A woman 

stopped and gave the boy first aid. | There was a cut on his arm so I administered first 
aid.receive first aid The victim received first aid from one of the other passengers.first 

aid + NOUNSa first aid kit/box Remember to pack a first aid kit in case one of you has 

an accident.a first aid course Fortunately, one of her friends had done a first aid 
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course.first aid training I remembered my first aid training and used my handkerchief 

to stop the bleeding.PHRASESbe trained in first aid All teachers should be trained in 
first aid.a knowledge of first aid It’s always useful to have a knowledge of first aid 

first class adjective  THESAURUS > excellent 

fish /fɪʃ/ noun  1. an animal that lives in water, and uses its fins and tail to 

swimADJECTIVES/NOUNS + fishfreshwater fish (=that live in rivers or lakes) The pools 

are home to frogs and freshwater fish.marine/saltwater fish (=that live in seas or 
oceans) Marine fish are difficult to breed in captivity.tropical fish There was a tank full 
of tropical fish in the waiting room.river/sea fish Pike are river fish.VERBScatch a 

fish Pete caught a really big fish.keep fish (=have them as pets) We used 
to keep tropical fish when I was young.breed fish He has 
been breeding tropical fish for many years.fillet a fish (=cut the meat away from the 

bones) You need a sharp knife to fillet fish.a fish swims Red fish swam on either side 
of the boat.a fish bites (=it takes food from a hook and gets caught) The 
fish aren’t biting today.fish + NOUNSfish stocks (=the quantity of fish in the sea) Fish 

stocks have declined dramatically.a fish tank (=a glass container for keeping fish 
indoors) He keeps several kinds of tropical fish in his fish tank.a fish pond (=for 
keeping fish outdoors, in a garden) We’re thinking of building a fish pond in the back 

garden.a fish farm (=an area of water used for breeding fish as a business) The 
salmon comes from fish farms in Scotland.fish food (=for feeding fish that you keep) I 

sprinkled some fish food into the tank. A fish tank is also called  

an aquarium. PHRASESa shoal/school of fish (=a large group swimming 

together) Shoals of little fish were swimming around her.a species of fish (=a type of 

fish) There are over 200 species of fish in British waters. | 74 of California’s 113 native 
fish species are in need of protection.2. the flesh of a fish used as 
foodADJECTIVESfresh fish The market sells an amazing variety of fresh fish.frozen 

fish (=stored at a very low temperature to preserve it) I stopped at the supermarket to 
buy some frozen fish.oily fish (=containing a lot of natural oil) A diet of oily fish can 

help prevent heart disease.raw fish (=not cooked) In Japan, people eat raw fish.white 
fish (=which is white when cooked)smoked fish (=left in smoke to give it a special 
taste)fried fish (=cooked in hot oil) We’re going to have fried 

fish tonight.steamed/poached fish (=cooked over boiling water) The kitchen smelt 
of steamed fish.baked fish (=cooked in an oven) Serve the baked fish with slices of 
lemon.battered fish (=covered in a mixture of flour and water, and then fried) The 

restaurant is well-known for its battered fish dishes.dried fish (=preserved by having 
the water removed) Occasionally, the guards gave us some vegetables and dried 
fish.salted fish (=preserved by adding salt) The dish is made with rice and salted 

fish.fish + NOUNSa fish shop She works in the fish shop on the High Street.a fish 
market I bought some salmon at the local fish market.fish soup Use the bones to 
make fish soup.fish paste (=a smooth food, made by crushing fish) She spread 

some fish paste on fresh bread.PHRASESfish and chips (=fried fish and long pieces of 
fried potato) Why don’t we stop off for some fish and chips on the way home?Don’t 
say chips and fish 

fishing /ˈfɪʃɪŋ/ noun  the sport or business of catching fishVERBSgo fishing We 

used to go fishing in the lake.take sb fishing My dad promised to take me fishing at 
the weekend.NOUNS + fishingsalmon/trout/tuna etc fishing He and his wife share a 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [873] 

passion for trout fishing.(deep) sea fishing We went deep sea fishing in my uncle’s 

boat.river fishing People go to the area for river fishing.fly fishing (=fishing with 
hooks that look like flies) It was my first experience of fly fishing for 

salmon.ADJECTIVESgood/excellent fishing (=good opportunities for catching 
fish) There is good fishing out in the bay.commercial fishing (=catching fish in large 
quantities as a business) There is a ban on commercial fishing in these waters.coarse 

fishing BrE (=the sport of catching fish, except for trout or salmon, in rivers and 
lakes) The new coarse fishing season starts next Wednesday.fishing + NOUNSa fishing 
boat/vessel There were a few small fishing boats in the bay.a fishing 

village/port The resort was once a tiny fishing village.the fishing industry The oil 
spill caused problems for the local fishing industry.a fishing rod/line/net He tied a 
hook to the end of the fishing line.fishing tackle/gear (=equipment for fishing) The 

shop sells fishing tackle and bait.a fishing trip/expedition Their boat sank when they 
were on a fishing trip.a fishing fleet (=a group of fishing boats) The harbour provides 
shelter for a small fishing fleet.fishing grounds (=an area where fish can be 

caught) The ship headed out to the fishing grounds off the coast of Canada.a fishing 
community There is pressure in some fishing communities for the reduction of seal 
populations.PREPOSITIONSfishing for cod/tuna etc There may have to be a ban 

on fishing for cod in the North Sea.THESAURUS: fishinganglingthe sport of  

catching fish with a fishing rod:The lake is stocked with fish every year by the 

local angling club.trawlingthe activity of fishing by pulling a wide net behind a  

boat:The government wants to set limits on trawling, in order to preserve fish stocks.  

fist /fɪst/ noun  your hand when it is tightly closedADJECTIVESa clenched 

fist (=in which you hold your fingers tightly, especially because you are angry or want 

to hit someone) The two men took their jackets off and stood there with clenched 
fists.sb’s left/right fist I hit him with my right fist.a big/huge/massive fist The 
gorilla held the banana in his huge fist.a small/little/tiny fist The baby waved its tiny 

fists around.VERBSbang/slam/beat/pound/smash your fist on sth (=hit 
something hard with your fist) Helen banged her fist on the table.bring your fist 

down on sth He brought his fist down on his desk with a bang.shake your 
fist (=move your fist in the air to show your anger) She stood there, shaking her fist at 
the departing van.clench your fist also clench your hand into a fist (=close your 

hand tightly) He clenched his fists in frustration and 
annoyance. | She clenched her hands into fists and tried not to cry.raise your 
fist He raised his fist in victory as the judge read her decision.pump your 

fist informal (=move your fist up and down to show you are 
pleased) Hassan pumped his fist in the air as he crossed the finish line.make a 
fist (=close your hand into a fist) The doctor asked me to make a fist with my injured 

hand.unclench your fist (=open your fist and stretch out your 
fingers) She unclenched her fists, gave a short laugh and sat down again.close your 
fist over sth Jack picked up the flower and closed his fist slowly over it.use your 

fists Some men use their fists to settle arguments.put up your fists (=put them in a 
position ready for fighting) She put up her fists like a boxer.drive/ram your fist into 
sth He drove his fist into my face.fists fly (=people fight with their fists) There was an 

angry argument and fists started flying.sb’s fist hits sb/sth His fist hit me in the eye 
and I fell down.PREPOSITIONSin your fist He crumpled the note up in his fist.with 
your fist She pounded on the door with her fist.fist + NOUNSa fist fight He got into 
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a fist fight with another teenager who had insulted his girlfriend.a fist 

bump informal (=when you touch someone’s fist with yours as a greeting) He said 
“Hi!” and gave me a fist bump. 

fit1 /fɪt/ verb  1. to be the right size and shape to go on or in 

somethingADVERBSfit well It’s important to buy shoes that fit well. | The second-hand 
coat fitted her very well.fit perfectly (=very well) The dress fitted perfectly.fit 
tightly/closely/snugly The ring fitted snugly on her finger. | The boards did not fit 

closely together.fit loosely The jacket fitted loosely around his waist.fit properly The 
lid doesn’t fit properly.fit exactly The piece of wood fitted exactly in the space.fit 
neatly/nicely Trim the circle of paper so that it fits neatly into the baking tin.fit 

easily/comfortably The notebook will fit easily into a handbag.PHRASESfit (sb) like a 
glove (=very well) The expensive jacket fitted him like a glove.2. to match or be 
similar to something in some wayADVERBSfit sth well/perfectly The man fitted her 

description perfectly. | This latest incident fits the pattern quite well.NOUNSfit a 
description The man fits the description of the thief.fit the facts/data His 
explanation fits the facts.fit an image/stereotype She doesn’t fit the image of the 

perfect athlete.fit a profile (=match a description or idea of a particular type of 
person) Passengers who fit the profile of potential terrorists are questioned.fit a 

pattern The crime fits the pattern of the previous murders.fit a theory He ignored 
facts that didn’t fit his theory.fit the criteria We identified 141 patients 
who fitted the criteria.fit sb’s needs/requirements The college can adapt courses 

to fit your needs.PREPOSITIONSfit (in) with sth Their view fits in 
with mine.PHRASESthe punishment should fit the crime They believe that the 
punishment should fit the crime and that murderers should be killed. 

fit2 /fɪt/ adjective  healthy and able to do physical exerciseVERBSget fit I need to 

get fit before we go for any long walks.keep sb fit Cycling keeps you fit.keep/stay 
fit She tries to keep fit by going swimming twice a week.look fit Keith doesn’t look 
very fit – he needs to do some exercise.feel fit Do you feel fit enough to do the 

race?ADVERBSreally/incredibly fit My dad’s really fit for someone of his 
age.physically fit You need to be physically fit to join the army.fully/perfectly fit It 
could take months before he is fully fit again after his injury.PHRASES(as) fit as a 

fiddle (=completely fit) I feel as fit as a fiddle now. 

fit3 noun  1. a short time during which you cannot control your emotions or 

actionsPHRASESa fit of laughter The audience were in fits of laughter.a fit of 
temper/rage/anger My father had terrible fits of rage.a fit of jealousy He killed his 
wife in a fit of jealousy.a fit of madness/insanity In a fit of madness, she jumped 

from her bedroom window.a fit of depression/despair The writer was subject to fits 
of depression.a fit of hysteria/hysterics In a fit of hysteria, she blamed me for 
causing her father’s death.a fit of coughing also a coughing fit The dust sent him 

into a fit of coughing. | I waited until his coughing fit had ended.a fit of pique (=a 
short time of feeling annoyed and upset) In a fit of pique, he destroyed all his early 
poems.a fainting fit I am prone to fainting fits.ADJECTIVESan epileptic fit (=caused 

by epilepsy) I was worried that she was having an epileptic fit.a sudden fit The woman 
slammed the door in a sudden fit of rage.occasional/periodic fits He has periodic 

fits of depression.a major/mild fit (=of epilepsy) He had three or four major 
fits before he was diagnosed with epilepsy.VERBShave a fit Nina had a 
coughing fit.cause/trigger a fit Flashing lights can trigger a fit.throw a 
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fit informal (=get very angry and upset) When I refused to carry him, 

Tommy threw a fit.PREPOSITIONSa fit of sth He had a sudden fit of anger. | She 
suffers from fits of depression.in a fit of sth Paul collapsed in a fit 

of laughter.PHRASESbe in fits (=be laughing uncontrollably) By the end of her story 
we were in fits.have sb in fits (=make someone laugh uncontrollably) He’s so funny – 
he had us all in fits.2. the way in which something fits on or into 

somethingADJECTIVESa good/perfect fit The shoes look a good fit. | These jeans are 
a perfect fit.a poor/bad fit The door was a poor fit and there was a big gap 
underneath. | The coat was not a bad fit.a tight/snug/close fit We got all the 

furniture in the van, but it was a tight fit. | Make sure both sections form a close fit.a 
loose fit I like skirts with a loose fit.a comfortable fit The dress has an elastic waist 
for a comfortable fit. 

fitness /ˈfɪtnəs, ˈfɪtnɪs/ noun  how healthy and strong someone is, especially 

when doing sports or exerciseADJECTIVESphysical fitness (=how healthy your body 
is) You need a reasonable level of physical fitness for this job.general 
fitness Swimming is good for your general fitness.personal fitness The gym 

offers personal fitness training by professionals.full/peak fitness (=maximum 
fitness) He has six weeks to get back to peak fitness before the 

race.VERBSimprove/increase your fitness I’m trying to improve my fitness by 
playing tennis. | Exercise such as jogging or cycling will increase your fitness.build up 
your fitness (=improve it, especially gradually) Start with a lot of walking to build  

up your fitness.work on your fitness (=try to be fitter) He’s working on his fitness in 
preparation for the New York marathon.maintain your fitness (=stay fit) She worked 
hard to maintain her fitness while pregnant.get back to fitness also regain your 

fitness formal (=become fit again) She gradually regained her fitness after her 
injury.fitness + NOUNSa fitness test (=a test to see if a sports player is fully fit) He 
failed a fitness test and will not be playing in tomorrow’s match.fitness 

levels His fitness levels are as good as someone half his age.a fitness 
programme BrE a fitness program AmE Choose a fitness programme that suits 
you.a fitness routine I’m running every day as part of my fitness routine.fitness 

training The players have to do a lot of fitness training.a fitness instructor He works 
as a fitness instructor at a local gym.a fitness fanatic informal (=someone who likes 
exercising a lot) He’s a fitness fanatic who works out every day.PHRASEShealth and 

fitness There are hundreds of books about health and fitness.a degree/level of 
fitness Running marathons requires a high level of physical fitness. 

fix /fɪks/ verb  THESAURUS > repair1 

flag /flæɡ/ noun  a piece of cloth that represents a country or organization, or is 

used as a signalADJECTIVESthe national flag People were waving the national flag.the 
American/British/Spanish etc flag The American flag is known as the Stars and 
Stripes.the Union flag (=the British flag) The Union flag is red, white, and blue.a 

white flag (=a sign that you do not want to fight) They raised a white flag, and the 
police stopped firing.the chequered flag BrE the checkered flag AmE (=a flag with 
black and white squares, waved at the end of a motor race) The race official waved 

the checkered flag to signal the end of the race.a battle flag They had captured their 
enemy’s battle flag.a tattered flag (=badly torn) A tattered flag still fluttered above 
the fort.VERBSwave a flag People cheered and waved flags as the parade came 

by.carry/hold a flag The solder in front was carrying the French flag.fly a 
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flag (=have a flag on a pole) The ships flew the Spanish flag.raise/hoist a 

flag also run up a flag The Marines hoisted the American flag above the 
embassy. | The mayor ran up a flag to signal the official opening of the airport.lower a 

flag The flag is ceremonially lowered at the end of each day.hang a flag/put up a 
flag They hung a big flag over the entrance to the shop.plant a flag (=put it in the 
ground) The climbers planted a flag on the summit of the mountain.unfurl a 

flag (=open out a flag) People in the crowd started unfurling red flags.drape a flag 
over sth/be draped with a flag (=used when people cover something with a 
flag) His coffin was draped with a Mexican flag.salute the flag The soldiers stood still 

and saluted the flag.a flag flies somewhere There was a Red Cross flag flying from 
the rooftop.a flag hangs somewhere White flags were hanging from the windows.a 
flag flutters/flaps (=it moves gently in the wind) Colourful flags fluttered in the 

breeze.PHRASESa flag flies at half-mast (=halfway up a pole, not at the 
top) Flags are flying at half-mast today as a sign of respect.pledge allegiance to the 
flag (=swear that you will be loyal to your country) I pledge allegiance to the flag of 

the United States of America.under the American/UN etc flag (=on behalf of a 
country or organization) Soldiers from other countries fought under the American 
flag.the flag of surrender They carried the white flag of surrender on their rifles. 

flame /fleɪm/ noun  hot bright burning gas that you see when something is on 

fireADJECTIVES/NOUNS + flamea red/orange/blue etc flame Which substance burns 
with a green flame?bright flames Bright flames were coming from the fire.roaring 

flames (=very bright and hot and making a loud noise) A firefighter shouted over the 
sound of the roaring flames.a naked/open flame (=not enclosed with a cover) Never 
use a naked flame near spray paint.a candle flame He lit the fire with the candle 

flame.a gas flame The glass is heated over a gas flame.VERBS + flameput out the 
flames also extinguish the flames formal (=make them stop burning) Firefighters 
are still trying to put out the flames.douse flames (=pour water on them to make 

them stop burning) We used a bucket of water to douse the flames.smother 
flames (=put something over them to make them stop 
burning) Barry smothered the flames with a blanket.fan flames (=make them burn 

more by waving something in front of them) She desperately fanned the flames to stop 
the fire going out.light the flame also ignite the flame formal (=make it start 
burning) The spark had ignited the flame.flame + VERBSa flame 

burns A flame will burn hotter and faster in pure oxygen.flames die 
down also flames subside formal (=burn less strongly) By evening, 
the flames had died down.a flame goes out (=stops burning) Try not to let the flame 

go out.flames flicker (=move unsteadily) He watched the flames flickering in the 
fireplace.flames engulf sth (=completely surround and burn 
it) Flames quickly engulfed the building.flames leap (=go high into the 

air) Flames were leaping up the chimney.flames lick sth literary (=touch something 
lightly) Flames licked the darkening sky.PHRASESburst into flames (=suddenly start 
burning with big flames) The plane had crashed and burst into flames.go up in 

flames (=be destroyed by fire) The whole town went up in flames.in flames (=being 
destroyed by fire) He returned home to find his house in flames. 

flash1 /flæʃ/ verb  1. to shine brightly for a very short time, once or many 

timesNOUNSa light flashes A police car sped past with its lights flashing.lightning 
flashes Lightning flashed across the sky.a sign flashes A big neon sign 
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flashed outside the hotel.PHRASESflash on and off The lights flash on and off in time 

with the music.2. to make something shineNOUNSflash your headlights The other 
driver flashed his headlights and let me go first.flash a 

torch She flashed her torch along the corridor.3. to smile or look at someone 
quicklyNOUNSflash a smile/grin She flashed him a smile and drove off.flash a 
look/glance My mother flashed a warning glance at me.flash your teeth (at sb) He 

was very pleased and he flashed his teeth in a big smile. 

flash2 /flæʃ/ noun  1. a bright light or colour that appears for a very short 

timeADJECTIVESa bright flash There was a bright flash of light.a brilliant 
flash (=very bright) We saw a brilliant flash.a blinding flash There was a blinding 

flash as the rockets exploded.a brief flash They observed a brief flash of light.VERBSa 
flash lights up/illuminates sth The night sky was lit up by flashes of light from the 
explosions.a flash illuminates sth formal (=makes it be clearly seen) A 

brilliant flash of lightning illuminated the house.a flash blinds sb He was blinded by 
the flash.PHRASESa flash of light They saw a big flash of light in the sky.a flash of 
lightning also a lightning flash There was a flash of lightning and a crash of 

thunder.2. an occasion when you suddenly feel or experience something for a short 
timeADJECTIVESa sudden flash of sth She had a sudden flash of inspiration.a 

brief/momentary flash of sth She felt a brief flash of doubt.a blinding 
flash (=when you suddenly realize something which surprises you) In a blinding flash, 
she realized what he had meant.a rare/occasional flash of sth He had one of 

his occasional flashes of brilliance. | “That won’t be difficult,” Felicity said with a rare 
flash of humour.VERBShave a flash of sth Then I had a flash of inspiration.feel a 
flash of sth She felt a flash of excitement.PHRASESa flash of inspiration He was 

sitting in the bath when he suddenly had a flash of inspiration.a flash of brilliance The 
player has shown flashes of brilliance this season.a flash of anger/temper “That’s 
ridiculous!” he said with a flash of anger.a flash of humour BrE a flash of 

humor AmE It is a dark film, but there are a few flashes of humour.a flash of 
insight (=when you suddenly realize something) With a flash of insight, he realized 
that she didn’t hate him at all. 

flat1 /flæt/ adjective adverb  not sloping or curvingNOUNSa flat surface Lay the 

cloth on a flat surface.a flat roof The shed has a flat roof.flat 
land/ground The land near the coast is mostly flat.a flat stone/rock He sat down on 

a flat rock.a flat screen Modern TVs have flat screens.a flat bottom/base/top Use 
pans with flat bottoms. | The hill is small and bare with a flat top.a flat stomach He 
started exercising because he wanted a flat 

stomach.ADVERBScompletely/perfectly/absolutely flat The field is perfectly flat.as 
flat as a pancake (=completely flat) The sea was as flat as a pancake.VERBSlie 
(down) flat Peter lay down flat on his towel.lay/spread sth (out) flat She laid the 

map out flat on the table.fold (sth) flat The table and chairs fold flat for easy 
storage.keep sth flat Bend your legs, keeping your feet flat on the floor.press sth 

flat He pressed his nose flat against the window.THESAURUS: 

flatlevelsurface | ground | floora level surface does not slope in any direction, so 

that every part is at the same height:Press the soil down to make a firm level  

surface. | The pilot was looking for an area of level ground so that he could land the 

plane. | Make sure that the floor is level before you lay the tiles. | The base needs to  



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [878] 

be absolutely level.evensurface | groundwithout any holes or raised areas:Spread 

the rug out on an even surface. | The ground isn’t very even and you can’t play soccer  

on it. | The walls look nice and even.smoothskin | surface | wall | waterwithout any  

holes or raised areas – used especially when saying how something feels when you 

touch it:Her skin was as smooth as a child’s. | His boots clicked on the smooth  

surface of the marble floor. | The office had smooth white walls. | She looked out over  

the smooth water of the lake. | He rubbed the wood until it was perfectly  

smooth. You also use smooth about a journey which is comfortable and without any  

sudden movements or problems: Did you have a smooth  

flight/crossing? horizontalline | stripe | band | layer | positiongoing straight  

across and not sloping:The paper had horizontal lines printed on it. | The sweater  

has horizontal stripes. | The bird’s feathers have horizontal bands of colour. | You can 

see the horizontal layers of rock. | Keep your body in a horizontal  

position.ANTONYMS → rough (1) 

flat2 /flæt/ noun  BrE a home consisting of a set of rooms that are part of a larger 

buildingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + flata small/tiny flat The flat was too small for the three 
of them.a big/spacious flat It is a big flat with eight or nine rooms.a one-

bedroom/two-bedroom etc flat She lived in a one-bedroom flat in North London.a 
studio flat (=a small flat with one main room) I might just be able to afford a 
tiny studio flat.a ground-floor/first-floor/second-floor etc flat We’re moving 

into first-floor flat.a basement flat (=below ground level) They lived in a basement 
flat in South London.a furnished/unfurnished flat (=rented with or without 
furniture) We rented a furnished flat in the city centre.a luxury flat (=large and 

expensive) They’re building some luxury flats next to the harbour.high-rise 
flats (=flats in a very tall building) Many high-rise flats are now having to be knocked 
down.a holiday flat She has a holiday flat in Spain.a self-contained flat (=with its 

own kitchen and bathroom) We rented a self-contained flat in the city centre.a granny 
flat informal (=a separate place inside or next to someone’s house for an older relative 
to live in) They converted the garage into a granny flat for Pat’s mum.VERBSlive in a 

flat Terry lived in a flat on the second floor.move into a flat They move into their 
new flat next week.buy a flat I’m planning to buy a flat with my girlfriend.rent a 
flat (=pay money to live in someone else’s flat) Renting a flat can be very expensive in 

this part of town.rent out a flat also let a flat (=let someone live in a flat that you 
own for money) Why don’t you rent the flat out?own a flat They live in London but 
also own a small flat in Oxford.make/convert sth into flats The hospital is 

being converted into flats.PHRASESa block of flats (=a large building divided into 

separate flats) I live on the fourth floor of a block of flats. American speakers  

say apartment.  

flavour BrE flavor AmE /ˈfleɪvə $ -ər/ noun  the particular taste of a food or 

drinkADJECTIVES/NOUNS + flavoura strong flavour The flavour of the sauce was 

quite strong.a mild flavour I prefer a cheese with a milder flavor.a delicious 
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flavour Mango gives the pudding a delicious flavour.a spicy/bitter/salty etc 

flavour The flavor was too bitter for me.a delicate/subtle flavour (=pleasant and 
not at all strong) If you serve the wine too cold you will not appreciate its delicate 

flavour.a rich flavour (=strong and pleasant) Brown sugar gives the candy a 
lovely rich flavor.a full flavour (=having a strong and satisfying taste) The beer is 
brewed longer with reduced sugar to give a fuller flavor.a mellow/smooth 

flavour (=pleasant and not strong or bitter) Add milk to make 
the flavour more mellow.a distinctive/unique flavour (=very different from other 
foods or drinks) The berries give the drink its distinctive flavour.a 

chocolate/strawberry etc flavour Does this milkshake come in a chocolate flavor?a 
nutty/smoky/fruity flavour (=like nuts, smoke etc) The seeds have a nutty 
flavour.VERBShave a ... flavour The sauce has an interesting flavour.add/give 

flavour to sth Herbs add flavor to a salad.bring out the flavour (=make the flavour 
more noticeable) The fruit is cooked to bring out the flavour.improve/enhance the 
flavour Salt is used to enhance the flavour of other foods.PHRASESbe full of 

flavour The soup was full of flavour. 

flaw /flɔː $ flɒː/ noun  a mistake, fault, or weakness in something or in 

someone’s characterADJECTIVESa serious/major flaw There are some serious flaws in 

the design.a fundamental/basic flaw The theory has some fundamental flaws.a fatal 
flaw (=a very serious flaw which makes someone or something certain to fail) He has 
a fatal flaw for a politician: he has no idea how to reach compromises.the 

main/biggest flaw The main flaw in this argument is that not everyone is motivated 
by money.a small/little/tiny flaw It’s a small flaw in an otherwise impressive film.a 
minor/slight flaw I wouldn’t worry about it – it’s only a minor flaw.an 

obvious/glaring flaw You don’t have to be an expert in statistics to see the obvious 
flaw in this analysis. | The script has many glaring flaws, chiefly, that it never explains 
why he accepts such a dangerous job.a tragic flaw literary (=one that makes 

someone, especially in a play or novel, certain to fail) His plays are about noble leaders 
doomed by some tragic flaw.NOUNS + flawa character flaw He seemed to have 
no character flaws.a design flaw The type of reactor used at Chernobyl had a design 

flaw.VERBShave a flaw The system has some serious flaws.find/discover a 
flaw Scientists have found flaws in the theory.point out a flaw He pointed 
out the flaw in her logic.expose/reveal a flaw The drought of 1976–77 exposed a 

design flaw in the dam.highlight a flaw Yesterday’s report highlighted fatal flaws in 
the system.correct a flaw What would be the cost of correcting the flaws in the 

software? You often use have its/his/her flaws when saying the good things about  

someone or something: I like him, although he has his flaws. PREPOSITIONSa flaw in 

sth There is a flaw in this argument.despite its/his flaws Despite its flaws, the book 

is a remarkable achievement. 

flexible AC /ˈfleksəbəl, ˈfleksɪbəl/ adjective  1. able to change easily to suit any 

new situationNOUNSa flexible approach They tried using a more flexible approach to 

the problem.a flexible system We need a flexible management system, able to meet 
the changing needs of our customers.a flexible arrangement In their culture, 
marriage was a flexible arrangement where people could have more than one partner.a 

flexible attitude It’s always best to have a flexible attitude.flexible 
working (=working different hours to the usual hours, working from home etc) More 
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and more companies are introducing flexible working.ADVERBShighly flexible They 

used a highly flexible approach.PREPOSITIONSflexible about sth I’m flexible 
about what time we leave.2. easy to bendNOUNSa flexible material Rubber is 

a flexible material.flexible plastic/rubber/steel etc The trays are made of flexible 
plastic, so the ice cubes turn out easily.a flexible tube The procedure involves putting 
a flexible tube down the patient’s throat.a flexible hose BrE (=a long thin rubber 

tube) The cold water supply is connected to a flexible hose.ADVERBShighly 
flexible These tubes are highly flexible. 

flight /flaɪt/ noun  a journey in a plane or space vehicle, or the plane or vehicle 

that is making the journeyADJECTIVESa good/pleasant/comfortable flight Have 

a good flight!a long/short flight I was very tired after the long flight.a cheap flight I 
found a cheap flight on the internet.a direct/non-stop flight (=going straight from 
one place to another without stopping) She got on the next direct flight to Tokyo.a 

connecting flight (=arriving in time for you to get on another plane) We flew to New 
York before catching a connecting flight to Chicago.a long-haul/long-distance 
flight (=one travelling a long distance) You should wear comfortable clothes on a long-

haul flight.an international flight (=between one country and another) The number 
of international flights increased by over 5% last year.a domestic/internal 

flight (=within a country) Is there a domestic flight between Boston and Portland?a 
return flight BrE a round-trip flight AmE (=to a place and back again) The holiday 
cost nearly £1,000, including a return flight and accommodation.a scheduled 

flight (=a plane service that flies at the same time every day or every week) There is 
only one scheduled flight per day between the islands.a charter flight (=a plane 
service that is arranged for a particular group or purpose) The company is 

operating charter flights to Crete.a test flight (=a flight to test a new plane) The plane 
performed well on its first test flight.a maiden flight (=the first flight of a new 
plane) The plane’s maiden flight is scheduled for November.VERBS + flightbook a 

flight (=reserve a seat on a particular plane) I booked a flight to Paris over the 
internet.be booked on a flight I am booked on this morning’s flight from Heathrow to 
LAX.catch a flight (=be in time to get on a plane) They caught a flight that night to 

Frankfurt.get a flight (=book it or catch it) I’ll be there tomorrow morning if I 
can get a flight. | You’ll need to leave before 7 to get your flight.board a flight (=get 
on a flight) We arrived at the departure lounge to board the flight to Madrid.get on/off 

a flight She’d just got off a flight from Buenos Aires.miss your flight (=arrive too late 
for a flight) Jack overslept and missed his flight.travel on a 
flight Passengers travelling on flight 373 to Zurich should proceed to gate 17.operate 

flights (=make flights available for people to use) The airline operates three flights a 
day between London and New York.flight + VERBSa flight leaves also a flight 
departs formal By the time we got to the airport, our flight had already left.a flight 

arrives/lands The flight landed 30 minutes late.a flight is cancelled All flights have 
been cancelled due to fog.a flight is delayed She called to say 
her flight was delayed.a flight is diverted (=it has to change direction and land at a 

different airport) Our flight was diverted to Luton because of poor weather.a flight is 
bound for London/New York etc (=it is going there) Johnson boarded a flight bound 
for Caracas.flight + NOUNSflight time (=how long it takes to fly somewhere) Our 

estimated flight time is 3 hours and 15 minutes.flight path (=the route taken by an 
aircraft) They lived directly underneath a busy flight path.the flight number (=the 
number given to the flight by the airline or airport) Write the flight number on all your 
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luggage labels.a flight plan (=the planned route of an aircraft) For some reason the 

pilot diverged from the flight plan.a flight attendant (=a person who looks after 
passengers on a plane) The flight attendant asked me if I wanted a drink.the flight 

crew (=the pilot and all the other people working on a plane) The flight crew helped 
passengers board the plane.PREPOSITIONSa flight to a place There are three flights a 
day to Logan Airport from Heathrow.a flight from a place Has the flight from Sydney 

landed yet? 

flood /flʌd/ noun  1. a very large amount of water that covers an area that is 

usually dryADJECTIVESa big/huge/massive flood There was a huge flood and many 
people lost their homes.a devastating/disastrous/catastrophic flood (=which 

affects a place very badly) The country is still recovering from devastating floods that 
killed more than 700 people.the great flood (of 1947/2010 etc) (=a very famous 
flood) People still talk about the great flood of 1826.the worst flood Last winter the 

town suffered the worst floods for 50 years.a flash flood (=a sudden flood) The 
thunderstorm caused flash floods on some roads.a spring/summer/winter flood The 
highways were damaged by winter floods.flood + NOUNSflood water/floodwater The 

kitchen was full of flood water.flood damage The town suffered extensive flood 
damage.a flood victim Helicopters were sent to rescue flood victims.a flood 

warning The National Weather Service has issued a flood warning.flood 
defences/barriers People living near the river were warned to prepare flood 
defences.flood prevention/control More money needs to be spent on flood 

prevention.flood risk A rise in sea levels would increase the flood risk in low-lying 
areas.a flood plain/floodplain (=an area of land that is often flooded by a river) You 
shouldn’t build houses on a flood plain.VERBSa flood hits sth (=it affects a place) In 

2010, the area was hit by massive floods. | The flood that hit Pakistan was one of the 
worst natural disasters in recent times.a flood destroys sth The floods destroyed the 
crops completely.a flood sweeps away sth The bridge had been swept 

away by floods.be cut off by floods (=people are unable to leave a place because of 
floods) The village was cut off by floods.a flood inundates sth formal (=it covers an 
area with water) Catastrophic floods inundated the region.a flood subsides (=it goes 

away) After the flood had subsided, the new seed was sown in the dark fertile soil.2. a 
very large number of things or people that arrive at the same time and are very difficult 
to deal withPHRASESa flood of refugees/immigrants The flood of refugees is causing 

serious problems for neighbouring countries.a flood of cheap imports A flood 
of cheap imports is threatening the country’s clothing industry.a flood of 
calls/letters/complaints After their appeal for information, police received a flood of 

calls.a flood of information The internet provides a flood of information on the 
subject.VERBScope with/handle the flood of sth The brain cannot cope with the 
flood of messages it is receiving.stem the flood of sth (=stop it) Federal agents are 

trying to stem the flood of drugs into the United States.bring a flood of sth The low 
price of land brought a flood of new settlers into the area. 

floor /flɔː $ flɔːr/ noun  1. the flat surface that you stand on inside a 

buildingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + floorthe bathroom/kitchen/bedroom etc floor I’ve 
still got to clean the bathroom floor.a wooden/concrete/stone etc floor The hut had 
a muddy wooden floor. | He slipped on the marble floor.a tiled floor (=covered with 

tiles) Tiled floors can be cold to walk on.a carpeted floor (=covered with a 
carpet) Barbara was sitting on the carpeted floor.a bare floor (=not covered by 
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anything) The room had a bare floor and a simple bed.a dance floor (=a special floor 

for dancing on) Ray and Lisa were the first ones on the dance floor.VERBSclean/wash 
the floor Take your shoes off – I’ve just cleaned the floor.mop the floor (=wash it 

with an object with a long handle and strings on one 
end) The floor needs mopping.scrub the floor (=clean it by rubbing it hard with a stiff 
brush) She was on her hands and knees scrubbing the kitchen floor.sweep the 

floor (=clean it with a brush with a long handle) He grabbed a broom and 
began sweeping the floor.fall/drop/sink to the floor He took off his jacket and let 
it fall to the floor.hit the floor/land on the floor She fainted, and hit the floor with a 

thud.look at the floor (=look down, for example because you are embarrassed) She 
had her head down, looking at the floor.floor + NOUNSfloor space There’s not 
enough floor space for another bed.floor polish (=a substance you rub onto a floor to 

make it smooth and shiny) The room smelt of floor polish.floor tiles (=flat square 
objects used for covering floors) When you buy floor tiles, always get a few extra.a 
floor covering (=a material, such as carpet, that covers a floor) A carpet fitter can fit 

floor coverings quickly and inexpensively.a floor plan (=a drawing of the shape of a 
room or building, seen from above) Draw a simple floor plan of your new 

home. Floorboard is usually written as one word. PHRASESfrom floor to 

ceiling Books covered the walls from floor to ceiling.PREPOSITIONSon the floor The 
children can sit on the floor.all over the floor There were toys all over the floor.2. a 
level in a buildingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + floorthe top floor He lives on the top floor of a 

block of flats.the first/second/third etc floor The fire started on the eighth floor of 
the hotel.the ground floor BrE (=at the same level as the ground) They got in through 

a ground floor window.the next floor (=the one above) Menswear is on the next 
floor.PREPOSITIONSon a floor There are 17 rooms on this floor.up/down a floor He 

took the lift up three floors. | She ran down two floors into the entrance hall. First  

floor or ground floor?In British English, the ground floor is the floor at ground  

level. In American English, this is the first floor. In British English, the first floor is  

the floor above the one at ground level.The floor under the ground is called  

the basement. THESAURUS: floorstorey BrE story AmEused when saying how 

many levels a building has:a five-storey car park | The school is a single-storey  

building.the ground floor also the first floor AmEthe floor of a building that is at  

ground level:There is a shop on the ground floor. | The emergency room is on the first  

floor.the first floor BrE the second floor AmEthe floor of a building above the one at  

ground level:She lives on the first floor.deckone of the levels on a ship, bus, or  

plane:The Horizon Lounge is on the top deck of the ship.3. the bottom of the sea or 

the oceanNOUNS + floorthe sea/ocean floor These creatures live close to the ocean 
floor. 

flow1 /fləʊ $ floʊ/ verb  to move in a steady continuous streamADVERBSflow 

fast/swiftly The stream was flowing fast over the stones.flow freely/easily If the 
windows are shut, air cannot flow freely through the building.flow smoothly Keeping 
to the speed limit helps traffic to flow smoothly.PREPOSITIONSflow into/out of 
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sth These gates regulate the amount of water flowing into the canal.flow through 

sth The blood flowing through your veins transports nutrients around your body.flow 

past sb/sth A constant stream of cars flowed past them.THESAURUS: flowrunto  

flow – used when saying that something flows in a particular direction:Water  

was running down the walls of the room. | The river runs into the sea. | Sweat ran  

off his nose.come outto flow out of something:You couldn’t drink any of the water  

that came out of the tap. | Blood was coming out of the cut.pourto flow in large 

quantities:The rain poured down. | Blood was pouring from a wound on his  

head.gushto flow out quickly in very large quantities:Water was gushing out at more 

than 3000 gallons a minute.spurtto flow out suddenly with a lot of force:Oil  

was spurting from a small hole in the pipe.trickleto flow slowly in drops or in a thin  

stream:Clare felt sweat trickling down the back of her neck.leakto flow in or out  

through a small hole or crack, usually when this is not meant to happen:Oil  

was leaking from the engine. | Water is leaking from a pipe under the floor.oozeto flow 

from something very slowly – used about blood or a thick liquid:Blood was oozing  

from the wound. | Jam oozed out as she bit into the cake.dripto fall in  

drops:Water dripped from the tap continuously. | Some paint had dripped onto the 

floor.cascadeto flow down the side of something in large amounts:Water cascades  

down the hillside. | Gallons of water cascaded over the side of the bath.  

flow2 /fləʊ $ floʊ/ noun  a steady movement of something such as water, people, 

vehicles, or informationADJECTIVESa steady/constant/continuous flow There has 

been a steady flow of customers into the store.a free flow of sth There needs to be 
a free flow of air around the room.an adequate flow You need to 
maintain adequate blood flow from the heart.a poor flow The problem was caused 

by poor blood flow.NOUNS + flowthe water/blood flow You can adjust the water 
flow. | The drug increases the blood flow to the brain.the air flow If there is too much 
air coming out, you can reduce the air flow.the traffic flow The new road system has 

improved the traffic flow.VERBScontrol the flow of sth It is impossible 
to control the flow of information on the internet.increase/improve the flow of 

sth Exercise improves the flow of blood to the brain.reduce/restrict/slow the flow 
of sth The dam helps to restrict the flow of water.maintain/ensure the flow of 
sth More planes were brought in, to maintain the flow of supplies.stem the flow of 

sth (=stop it or make it less) She tightened the bandage to stem the flow of 
blood.interrupt the flow of sth They want to interrupt the flow of illegal drugs.flow + 

NOUNSthe flow rate We calculated the flow rate of the river.PREPOSITIONSthe flow 

of sth He held up his arm to stop the flow of blood.against the flow The salmon have 

to swim against the flow of the river.THESAURUS: flowstreama continuous flow 

of people or things, or of a liquid or air. A stream is smaller than a flow:He received a  

steady stream of visitors. | There was a constant stream of traffic outside the 

house. | Add the oil in a thin stream. | There is a constant stream of  

customers. | A stream of water was coming from the tank.tricklea small flow of liquid,  

or a small number of people or things going somewhere. A trickle is smaller than  
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a stream:A trickle of blood was running from the corner of his mouth. | A thin trickle  

of sweat ran down her forehead. | So far, there has been only a trickle of voters.gusha 

large quantity of liquid or air that suddenly comes out of something:Kids played in  

the gush of water from the fire hydrant. | He tried to stop the gush of blood from his  

nose. | There was a sudden gush of oil out of the ground.currenta moving flow of  

water in a river, lake, or sea, or a flow of air:The swimmers were caught by a strong  

current and swept out to sea. | I felt a current of warm air.tidethe regular flow of  

water towards and away from the shore. Tide is also used about a very large number  

of people or things, or increasingly strong feelings among a group of people:The 

walkers were cut off by the tide (=prevented from leaving a place by the tide). | They 

want to stem the tide of illegal immigrants. | The government faced a tide of  

opposition to the war.  

flower /ˈflaʊə $ -ər/ noun  a plant which has coloured parts called petals, from 

which its seeds or fruit develop, or this part of the plantADJECTIVES/NOUNS + flowera 
wild flower The meadow was full of wild flowers.spring/summer/autumn/winter 
flowers The mountains were covered with spring flowers.a lovely/pretty/beautiful 

flower He gave me a bunch of beautiful flowers.a delicate flower The bush 
produces delicate pink flowers.a garden flower Roses have become one of the best-

loved garden flowers.cut flowers (=flowers that have been cut from garden 
plants) Cut flowers last longer if you change the water in the vase.dead 
flowers The flowers were dead, so I threw them out.dried flowers (=flowers that 

have been allowed to dry out so they last a long time) She brightened up the room with 
an arrangement of dried flowers.artificial flowers a basket of artificial flowersflower + 

VERBSa flower grows Flowers were growing along the side of the road.a flower 

blooms (=it appears on a plant) Spring flowers bloomed in the meadows.a flower 
appears The first flowers appear in the early spring.a flower opens As the weather 
gets warmer, the flowers open.a flower wilts (=it bends and starts to 

die) The flowers began to wilt in the hot sun.VERBS + flowerpick 
flowers I’ll pick some flowers to put on the table.give/send sb flowers He sent his 
daughter flowers and a birthday card.receive/get flowers I never get flowers from 

my husband.produce flowers During spring, the plant produces beautiful 
purple flowers.grow flowers He grows flowers as well as vegetables.plant 
flowers (=put flower bulbs or seeds into the ground) I want to plant more flowers next 

year.be covered in flowers (=have flowers on every part) The fields are covered 
in wild flowers.flower + NOUNSa flower pot The terrace was covered in flower pots.a 
flower bed (=an area for growing flowers in a garden) The flower beds had not been 

weeded for a long time.a flower shop I got the lilies from a flower shop.flower 
arranging I learnt flower arranging from my mother.a flower arrangement She 
makes and sells flower arrangements.flower petals (=the main parts around the 

centre of a flower) The guests threw flower petals in front of the bride and groom as 
they walked down the aisle.flower seeds a packet of flower seedsa flower show (=a 
public event where you can see lots of different flowers and gardens) Have you ever 

been to the Chelsea flower show?PHRASESa bunch of flowers He picked a bunch of 
flowers and gave them to her.a bouquet of flowers (=a carefully arranged 
bunch) The bride held a bouquet of flowers.a vase of flowers There was a vase of 
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flowers on each table.the flowers are in bloom also the flowers are out (=they 

appear on a plant) At this time of the year, most of the flowers are in bloom.be in 
flower (=have flowers) The roses are in flower throughout the summer.be in full 

flower (=have a lot of flowers) By May, the trees are in full flower. 

flowery /ˈflaʊəri/ adjective  THESAURUS > eloquent 

flu /fluː/ noun  a common illness in which you have a high temperature, a sore 

throat, cough a lot etcVERBShave flu He can’t come to school because he has 

flu.suffer from flu Martha was suffering from flu and had lost her voice.get/catch 
flu I don’t want you to get my flu.come/go down with flu (=start to have flu) Half 
the people in the office have come down with the flu.recover from flu/get over flu It 

was several weeks before she recovered from her flu.ADJECTIVESbad flu I had 
really bad flu and I was off work for two weeks.mild flu The illness feels like mild 
flu.NOUNS + fluswine flu (=a type of flu that started in pigs before spreading to 

humans) The government was worried that there would be a serious outbreak of swine 
flu.bird flu (=a type of flu that started in birds before spreading to humans) So far, 
bird flu has been rare in humans.flu + NOUNSa flu virus also a flu bug informal I 

picked up a flu bug from someone at work.flu symptoms The classic flu symptoms are 
a high fever, a runny nose, and a cough.a flu jab BrE a flu shot AmE also a flu 
vaccination formal Have you had your flu shots? | The flu jab does not protect you for 

more than one year.a flu vaccine Flu vaccines are not always very effective.a flu 
outbreak (=when a lot of people get the flu) Britain was in the midst of its worst flu 
outbreak in a decade.a flu epidemic (=when an extremely large number of people get 

the flu) Doctors now fear a flu epidemic.a flu strain (=a type of flu virus) Five hundred 
chickens died from the H5N1 flu strain.PREPOSITIONSwith flu I stayed home from 
school with flu.PHRASESbe in bed with flu Steven is still in bed with flu.be laid up 

with flu (=have flu and be unable to work or do anything) Johnson took over for Ben 
Miller while he was laid up with flu.a case of flu There have been a number of cases of 
flu at the college.a bout of flu (=an occasion when you are affected by flu) This is her 

second bout of flu this winter.have a touch of (the) flu informal (=have a mild case 

of flu) Harry can’t come – he has a touch of the flu. Flu or the flu?In British English,  

people often just say flu: She’s off work with flu. In American English, people always  

say the flu: She’s off work with the flu. Don’t say a flu.Flu or influenza?Flu is the  

usual word to use in everyday English. Flu is short for influenza, which is more  

formal: Millions of people died in the great influenza epidemic after the war.Man  

fluWomen sometimes talk about man flu. This is a humorous expression used about  

an illness such as a cold, which is much less serious than the man imagines it is.  

fluctuate AC /ˈflʌktʃueɪt/ verb  to keep changing between a high and a low 

amount or numberADVERBSfluctuate wildly Oil prices fluctuated wildly.fluctuate 
significantly/considerably The number of visitors fluctuates considerably, depending 

on the time of year.fluctuate sharply (=change suddenly by a large amount) The 
value of the dollar fluctuated sharply.NOUNSfluctuating demand Hotels and other 
services must learn to deal with fluctuating demand.PREPOSITIONSfluctuate between 
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sth and sth Her weight fluctuated between 50 and 60 kilos.fluctuate by sth The 

temperature can fluctuate by as much as 30 degrees in one day.fluctuate 
with/according to sth His mood seemed to fluctuate according to the weather. | The 

cost of imported goods fluctuates with the value of the pound.fluctuate from day to 
day/week to week etc Prices fluctuate from day to day.fluctuate around sth The 
number of children in the school fluctuates around 100.fluctuate over time The value 

of your investment will fluctuate over time.THESAURUS: 

fluctuate→ change1 (1)  

fluctuation /ˌflʌktʃuˈeɪʃən/ noun  a change in a price, amount, or 

levelADJECTIVESminor fluctuations The number of masters degrees awarded by the 
college shows only minor fluctuations over the past ten years.wild 

fluctuations (=large changes that are difficult to predict) The illness can cause wild 
fluctuations in blood pressure.random fluctuations (=changes that happen by 
chance) Random fluctuations in the weather affect plant growth.seasonal 

fluctuations Many types of businesses experience seasonal fluctuations in sales.short-
term fluctuations Short-term fluctuations in stock prices are difficult to predict.NOUNS 

+ fluctuationtemperature fluctuations Temperature fluctuations in New York can be 

traced to both natural and man-made causes.climate/climatic fluctuations Climatic 
fluctuations have profound effects on water resources in the western United 
States.price/market fluctuations Professional traders need to understand what 

events are likely to cause market fluctuations.exchange rate/currency 
fluctuations What is the effect of exchange rate fluctuations on the income of 
exporters and importers?VERBScause fluctuations There are a number of factors that 

can cause fluctuations in rainfall levels.experience fluctuations The US economy 
has experienced fluctuations in employment and inflation 
rates.PREPOSITIONSfluctuation in sth Fluctuation in the price of oil can damage the 

world economy.PHRASESbe subject to fluctuation (=something may 

change) Prices are subject to fluctuation.THESAURUS: fluctuation→ change2 

fluent /ˈfluːənt/ adjective  able to speak a language very wellNOUNSfluent 

English/Chinese etc She speaks fluent Italian and spends part of each year in 
Rome.a fluent speaker Collins, a fluent Japanese speaker, acted as our 

interpreter.ADVERBSvery fluent She is very fluent in Spanish.completely/totally 
fluent He lived in the US and his English is completely fluent.VERBSbecome fluent It 
is very difficult to become fluent in a language.PREPOSITIONSbe fluent in 

English/Chinese etc She was fluent in several European languages. You can also say  

that someone speaks like a native.  

fly1 /flaɪ/ verb  to travel through the air – used about planes, people in planes, 

birds, and insectsPREPOSITIONS/ADVERBSfly to/from a place We flew 
from London to New York.fly over/across an area of land/ocean The plane flies 

over Greenland on its way to Toronto.fly past I saw a flock of pigeons flying past.fly 
high/low They watched the birds flying high above them in the sky. | The plane flew 
low over the town.fly direct/nonstop (=without stopping) She flew nonstop to 

Singapore. | You can now fly direct from London to Tokyo.fly solo (=fly a plane 
alone) He bought a small plane which he flew solo from Los Angeles to 
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Miami.THESAURUS: flysoarto fly very high in the sky – used about birds and 

planes:The aircraft soared up into the sky. | An eagle soared high above them.glideto  

fly using currents of air – used about planes flying without using engine power, or birds  

flying without moving their wings up and down:The swans glided down onto the 

water. | The space shuttle glided slowly back to Earth.swoop downif a bird swoops  

down, it flies down suddenly, especially in order to catch something:A sea eagle  

swooped down to catch a fish.buzzif an insect buzzes, it flies noisily:Flies were buzzing  

around the kitchen.take offif a plane or a bird takes off, it leaves the ground and 

starts to fly:We watched the planes taking off from the airport.landto come down onto 

the ground or onto something – used about planes, birds, and insects:The 

plane landed safely at Brindisi Airport. | A seagull landed on top of the roof. | A 

wasp landed on top of his head.  

fly2 /flaɪ/ noun  1. a small flying insect with two wingsVERBSa fly buzzes A 

few flies buzzed around the kitchen.a fly lands A fly landed on his arm and he waved it 
away.swat a fly (=hit it) He swatted a fly that was annoying him.shoo (away) a 

fly (=make it move away) A woman tried to shoo away a fly and lost control of her 
car.attract flies If you leave food out, it will attract flies.NOUNS + flya 
house/fruit/horse etc fly The common house fly can carry many different 

diseases.fly + NOUNSfly spray Fleas can be easily dealt with using fly spray.a fly 
swatter (=a flat piece of plastic on a stick that you hit flies with) He killed a fly with 
the fly swatter.PHRASESa swarm/cloud of flies A swarm of flies was buzzing around 

my head. | A thick cloud of flies seemed to follow them.2. the part at the front of a pair 

of trousers which you can open Flies or fly?In British English, people usually  

say flies: John, your flies are undone. In American English, people say fly: John,  

your fly is open. VERBSdo up your flies Don’t forget to do your flies up.zip/button 

(up) your flies Don’t forget to zip your flies.unzip/undo your flies He unzipped his 
flies as he went into the bathroom.PHRASESyour flies are open also your flies are 
undone BrE Katie whispered, “John, your fly is open!” 

focus1 AC /ˈfəʊkəs $ ˈfoʊ-/ verb  to give special attention to one particular person 

or thing, or to make people do this GrammarFocus is usually used  

with on or upon (in more formal English). ADVERBSfocus mainly/primarily/largely 

on sth This essay will focus mainly on the work of European philosophers. | The talks 
between the leaders focussed primarily on terrorism.focus heavily on sth (=focus a 

lot on something) The book focuses heavily on the artist’s eccentric personality.focus 
especially/particularly/specifically on sth I would like to focus particularly on the 
moral aspects of this issue.focus only/exclusively/solely on sth Try to focus 

only on those things which you can easily change.focus entirely/completely on 
sth The programme focused entirely on the problems of nuclear energy.be 
narrowly/sharply focused on sth (=giving attention to only one thing) Companies 

are often narrowly focused on making profits. | The group is sharply focused on only 
two issues: Social Security and Medicare.be firmly/intensely focused on sth She 
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was firmly focused on her exams.NOUNSfocus your mind on sth (=give your attention 

to something) She tried to focus her mind on her work.focus sb’s attention on 
sth We need to focus public attention on this issue. | All of our attention was 

focused on the boy.focus sb’s efforts/energies on sth Teachers tend 
to focus their efforts on the weakest students.focus on an issue Each group will focus 
on a particular issue, and will try to come up with some suggestions.the 

research/study/essay etc focuses on sth The study focussed on patients at one 
London hospital.a discussion/talks focus on sth The discussion will focus on the 
situation in the Middle East.VERBSstay/remain/keep focused He was finding it hard 

to stay focused on the game.help/allow sb to focus Breathe slowly – this 
will help you to focus better on the task.PREPOSITIONSfocus on/upon sth He wants 
to focus more on his career. | This essay will focus upon the writer’s early work. 

focus2 AC /ˈfəʊkəs $ ˈfoʊ-/ noun  1. the thing, person, situation etc that people 

pay special attention toADJECTIVESthe main/central/primary focus The 
film’s central focus is the relationship between the two women. | The main focus of our 
attention will be on providing an efficient service. | The economic situation is likely to 

be the primary focus of the discussion.a clear/sharp focus Lessons should have 
a clear focus.a narrow/tight focus (=attention to only one thing or a few 

things) Within the narrow focus of this book, the treatment is detailed and full.a broad 
focus (=attention to several things) The museum now has a broader focus than 
before.VERBSbecome the focus When you give a talk you become the focus of 

attention.provide a focus The church provided a focus for the community.change the 
focus He changed the focus from general to specific problems.shift the focus (=move 
it to something else) They accused the prime minister of trying to shift the focus onto 

other issues.bring sth into focus (=make people start paying attention to 
it) 9/11 brought the issue of terrorism into sharp focus.come into focus (=start 
having attention paid to it) In the 1960s a new set of problems came into focus.lose 

focus (=stop paying attention to something you should be concentrating on) You won’t 
win the game if you lose focus.lack focus (=not have an important central thing to pay 
attention to) Her work often lacks focus.the focus changes/shifts The focus of the 

negotiations shifted to working conditions.PREPOSITIONSthe focus is on sth The focus 
is now on improving students’ communication skills.the focus of sth The focus of the 
project is literacy.a focus for sth Now he had a focus for his investigation.PHRASESthe 

focus of attention In this section the focus of attention will be on statistics.a focus of 
interest Animal behaviour has always been a focus of interest for scientists.the focus 
of debate (=the thing which people are discussing) The strike became the focus of 

debate in the media.the focus of concern (=the thing which people are worried 
about) The spread of the disease has become the main focus of concern.a 
change/shift of focus Over the years, there has been a change of focus from 

treatment to prevention.2. the clearness of an imageVERBScome into focus (=become 
clear) When I put my glasses on everything came into focus.adjust the 
focus (=change the settings on a camera, telescope etc so an image looks clearer) You 

can adjust the focus on the binoculars manually.ADJECTIVESsharp focus (=very 
clear) Objects closer to the camera are seen in sharp focus.soft focus (=when the 
edges of images in a photograph or film are not clear, to make it more attractive) There 

was a photograph of his wife, in soft focus.PREPOSITIONSin focus (=showing an image 
clearly) It’s a good photograph with the main building in focus.out of focus (=not 
showing an image clearly) The picture is a little out of focus. 
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fog /fɒɡ $ fɑːɡ, fɒːɡ/ noun  cloudy air near the ground which is difficult to see 

throughADJECTIVES/NOUNS + fogthick/heavy/dense fog Heavy fog is making driving 
conditions dangerous.freezing fog (=which forms ice) Flights were cancelled due 
to freezing fog.swirling fog (=which blows around) She could not see through 

the swirling fog.patchy fog (=in some areas but not in others) Mist and patchy fog will 
form tonight.hill/sea/ground fog Rain was forecast, along with hill fog.VERBSbe 
covered in fog The mountains were covered in fog.be shrouded in fog literary (=be 

covered in fog, so that it is difficult to see) The streets of London were shrouded in 
fog.fog comes down also fog descends literary (=it appears) Suddenly the fog came 
down and covered the valley.fog rolls in (=it arrives from the mountains, the sea 

etc) The fog rolled in from the ocean.the fog lifts/clears (=it disappears) He sat and 
waited for the fog to lift.PHRASESa blanket of fog (=a large area of fog) A blanket of 
fog lay over the town.a bank of fog (=a large mass of fog) As we approached the 

coast, we ran into a dense bank of fog.patches of fog (=fog in some places but not in 
others) Patches of fog are expected later today. 

foggy /ˈfɒgi $ ˈfɑːgi, ˈfɒːgi/ adjective  THESAURUS > cloudy 

fold /fəʊld $ foʊld/ verb  to bend something such as paper or cloth, so that one 

part covers another partADVERBSfold sth neatly Molly shook the crumbs off the 
tablecloth and folded it neatly.fold sth carefully He folded his clothes carefully and put 

them on the chair.fold sth tightly The note was written on a tightly folded piece of 
paper.NOUNSfold paper Fold the paper along the dotted line.fold a 
newspaper/map Stevens folded his newspaper and put it back in his briefcase.fold 

clothes/laundry Mom was folding laundry in the kitchen.fold a 
sheet/towel/napkin She showed me how to fold the napkin into a fan shape.fold 
your arms Henry folded his arms across his chest.PREPOSITIONS/ADVERBSfold sth 

up Fold up your clothes – don’t just leave them on the floor.fold sth 
over/under/down etc Fold the paper over, so that you make the shape of a 
triangle. | The sheets on the bed were folded back, ready for me to get into bed.fold 

sth away (=fold something and put it away) I folded away the blankets.fold sth in 
half/two The letter will fit in the envelope if you fold it in half. 

follow /ˈfɒləʊ $ ˈfɑːloʊ/ verb  1. to move along behind someone 

elseADVERBSfollow (sb) closely A woman walked down the street with her 
children following closely behind.follow quickly/slowly etc Dad went indoors and 
Frankie and I followed quickly.follow shortly (=follow soon) Tom’s already gone out to 

Rome and his wife and children will follow shortly.PREPOSITIONSfollow sb 
to/into/out of sth Peggy followed her out into the hall.follow sb down/along 

sth I followed him down the stairs.THESAURUS: followpursue formalto follow 

someone in a very determined way in order to try to catch them:The singer was closely  

pursued by a crowd of screaming fans. | He promised they would pursue the terrorists  

and bring them to justice. | The car raced down the street, hotly pursued by two police  

cars (=closely pursued by them).chaseto quickly run or drive after someone or  

something:The police officers chased after the robbers but they couldn’t catch  

them. | She chased him out of the house.trail behind/after sbto follow someone,  

especially slowly and unwillingly:The children trailed behind her and didn’t seem very  
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interested in going for a walk.tailto secretly follow someone in order to watch what  

they do and where they go. Usually police or secret agents tail people:He was  

being tailed by an unmarked police car.stalkto secretly follow an animal in order to kill  

it, or to secretly follow a person in order to attack them:Cats like to stalk birds and 

small animals. | She kept seeing his car parked outside her house and she thought that  

he was stalking her. | The tiger stalks its prey (=it secretly follows the animals that it  

kills in order to have food to eat).trackto follow and find a person or animal by looking  

at the marks they leave on the ground or by using electronic equipment:The hunters  

sometimes tracked the deer for days. | They use satellite equipment to track the 

movements of enemy troops.2. to happen or come after something 

elseADVERBSfollow soon/closely after sth The next earthquake followed soon after 
the first one.follow quickly/swiftly This announcement was followed swiftly by the 

news that the chairman was planning to resign.follow immediately As soon as he had 
asked the question, the answer followed immediately.PHRASESthere follows sth After 
weeks of intense fighting, there followed a brief period of calm.the 

days/years/weeks that followed Over the years that followed, friendship turned 
into love.follow (hot/hard) on the heels of sth (=happen very soon after another 
related thing) The band’s success follows hard on the heels of their recent US 

tour.follow in the wake of sth (=happen after another related thing, especially one 
that helps cause it to happen) The economic crisis followed in the wake of a sudden rise 
in the price of oil.3. to do what someone tells you to doNOUNSfollow sb’s 

advice He followed the doctor’s advice and had no further trouble.follow 
instructions/directions/guidelines Follow the instructions very carefully when filling 
out the form. | To make the sauce, follow the directions on the packet.follow the 

rules The game is more fun if you follow the rules.follow orders The soldiers are 
trained to follow orders without questioning them.follow your instinct Cats 
will follow their natural instinct to hunt, even if they are not 

hungry.ADVERBSobediently follow sb/sth The men obediently followed his 
orders.dutifully follow sb/sth (=carefully do what someone says you should do) The 
cookbook said to use 300 grams of chocolate, and I dutifully followed these 

instructions.blindly follow sb/sth disapproving (=do what someone says without 
questioning it or thinking for yourself) I don’t just blindly follow everything the boss 

says I should do.THESAURUS: follow→ obey4. to do the same thing or do 

something in the same way as someone elseNOUNSfollow sb’s example (=do the 
same thing after another person has done something) The younger children learned 

how to behave by following the example of the older ones.follow sb’s lead (=do the 
same thing after another person, company etc has done something, especially because 
you think it is the best thing to do) If one energy company puts up the price of 

electricity, the other companies are sure to follow their lead.ADVERBSfaithfully follow 
sth The TV version faithfully follows the book.slavishly follow 
sb/sth disapproving (=do exactly what other people do, without thinking for 

yourself) Some people slavishly follow all the latest fashions, with the result that they 
end up looking silly.PHRASESfollow in sb’s footsteps (=do the same type of work or 
achieve the same success as someone else) She hopes to follow in her 

father’s footsteps and become a lawyer.follow suit (=do the same thing that a group 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [891] 

of other people, companies etc have just done) When one supermarket lowered prices, 

the others felt they had to follow suit.follow the family tradition He followed the 
family tradition and became a farmer.follow the crowd disapproving (=do the same 

as everyone else does – used especially when you think this is a boring thing to do) She 
has her own unique style of clothes – she doesn’t just follow the crowd.be a hard act 
to follow (=have done something so well that other people will have difficulty doing it 

to the same standard) Her sisters had done very well in school, so they were a hard act 
to follow.5. to understand a story, an explanation, or what someone saysPHRASESbe 
hard/difficult/impossible to follow The story was really complicated and hard to 

follow.be easy to follow The instructions are easy to follow.not quite follow 
sb/sth especially BrE I’m afraid I don’t quite follow you – can you explain the rules 
again? 

fond /fɒnd $ fɑːnd/ adjective  liking someone or something very much, and 

caring about them a lotADVERBSvery/deeply/extremely fond of sb/sth I’m very 
fond of this house and I’ll miss it when we move. | She was deeply fond of her two 
nieces.quite/rather fond of sb/sth It was an old car and he was quite fond 

of it.genuinely fond of sb/sth The boy’s nanny seemed genuinely fond of 
him.increasingly fond of sb/sth He found himself growing increasingly fond 

of her.VERBSgrow fond of sb/sth (=become fond of them) Over the years 
we’ve grown very fond of each other.NOUNSa fond look/smile Mr Armstrong gave his 
wife a fond look.a fond farewell She waved a fond farewell to her parents and 

sister.PREPOSITIONSbe fond of sb/sth He was fond of Lily and wished he could help 

her. You also use be fond of when saying that someone does something  

often: “There’s more to life than making money,” she was fond of telling people.  

food /fuːd/ noun  things that people and animals 

eatADJECTIVESgood/delicious/tasty food The hotel was nice and the food was really 
good. | Thanks for dinner – the food was delicious.fresh food He buys fresh food from 

a local farm.frozen/canned/processed food Some people claim that frozen food is 
just as healthy as fresh food. | We had to live on canned food for a week. | The 
colourings and flavourings in processed food are chemicals produced in 

factories.healthy/nutritious food We try to give the kids good healthy food.spicy 
food (=with a hot taste) I like spicy food with a lot of chilli in it.plain/simple food He 

liked eating simple food, nothing spicy.hot/cold food She wanted a rest and some hot 
food. | The cafeteria only serves cold food.Italian/French/Chinese etc food The 
restaurant serves delicious Italian food.organic food (=produced without using 

chemicals) Organic food is better for the environment.vegetarian food (=food that 
does not contain meat) The restaurant specializes in vegetarian 
food.fatty/salty/sugary/starchy foods (=containing a lot of fat, salt, sugar, or 

starch) I try to avoid eating fatty foods. | Starchy foods include bread, rice, pasta, and 
potatoes.junk food (=full of sugar or fat, and bad for your health) Eating too 
much junk food makes you fat.fast food (=food you buy which is prepared quickly and 

which you can take away with you to eat) He cooked hamburgers in a fast 
food restaurant.convenience food (=food that is sold in cans, packages etc, so that it 
can be prepared quickly and easily) I found that I had more time to cook, instead of 

just heating up convenience food.exotic food (=unusual because of being from a 
foreign country) The shop sells all kinds of exotic foods from Japan and China.VERBS 
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+ foodeat food He sat in the corner and ate his food.have food Sit down 

and have some food.cook/prepare food I have to cook some food for this 
evening.serve food (=give food to someone, especially in a restaurant) The waitress 

was serving food to the customers.enjoy your food I’ve never seen anyone enjoy their 
food so much.chew food He chewed the food slowly and carefully.swallow 
food (=make it go down your throat) She had difficulty swallowing her food.digest 

food If you drink plenty of water, it helps you digest your food.food + VERBSfood 
tastes good/delicious etc The food at Jan’s house always tastes delicious.food 
smells good/delicious etc The food smelt good to her.food + NOUNSthe food 

industry The food industry has responded to consumer concerns about health.food 
prices Food prices have increased rapidly in recent months.food production (=the 
process of making or growing food to be sold) Farmers have increased food 

production to meet demand.food products Food products must have clear labelling.a 
food shortage He remembered the food shortages of the war years.a food 
scare (=when people are afraid to eat a particular food) The meat industry has been 

badly affected by recent food scares.a food supply The bears have a plentiful food 
supply in the summer months.food additives (=chemicals that are added to improve 
the taste or appearance of food) Biscuits and cakes often contain a lot of food 

additives.food colouring BrE food coloring AmE (=a substance used to make food a 
different colour) Dilute a little food colouring with water.PHRASESoff your 
food BrE (=not wanting to eat) The baby is off his food. | Since becoming ill, he 

has gone off his food (=stopped wanting to eat).THESAURUS: fooddisha type of  

food that is cooked in a particular way:Fish and chips is a traditional English dish. | In  

Korea, ‘kim-chi’ is the national dish - pickled cabbage. | The restaurant has a wide 

range of vegetarian dishes. | ‘Fufu’ is a simple local dish made in villages throughout  

Congo. | There are plenty of dishes to choose from on the 

menu.speciality BrE specialty AmEa type of food that a restaurant or place is famous  

for:Smoked cheese is a specialty of the region. | Home made pies are one of the 

hotel’s specialities.delicacyan unusual food which people in a particular place like to  

eat:The local delicacies include laverbread (boiled seaweed). | The fish's eggs  

are considered to be a great delicacy.dietthe type of food that someone usually  

eats:You shouldn’t have too much salt in your diet. | In the Andes, the main diet is  

beans, potatoes, and corn. | His diet consists mainly of junk food.cookingfood made in  

a particular way, or by a particular person:Herbs are used a lot in French cooking. | I  

love Spanish cooking. | I love my mum’s home cooking.cuisine /kwɪˈziːn/ formalthe 

food you can eat in a particular country or area:The restaurant specializes in Italian  

cuisine. | Often a national cuisine is best accompanied by wines from the same 

country. | Trying the local cuisine is all part of the fun of travelling. | France is known 

for its haute cuisine (=high class cooking). Cuisine is very similar in meaning  

to cooking. It is used about food that is very high quality. fine diningeating or  

serving the kind of food that you get in expensive restaurants, which is of extremely  

high quality:The restaurant deserves its reputation for fine dining. | Going to a pizza  
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restaurant is not exactly fine dining.nutritionfood considered as something that is  

necessary for good health and growth:Many homeless people suffer from poor  

nutrition. | Good nutrition is important. | Nuts are a major source of  

nutrition.nourishment /ˈnʌrɪʃmənt $ ˈnɜː-, ˈnʌ-/goodness that you get from food,  

which helps your body to stay healthy:There’s not much nourishment in fast  

food.fare formalthe kind of food that is served in a place – used especially when 

saying how interesting it is:In China you can feast on bird’s nest soup and other exotic  

fare. | Dinner was pretty standard fare (=the usual kind of food).  

fool /fuːl/ noun  a stupid personADJECTIVESa silly/stupid fool Why did you do 

that, you silly fool? | I told him I couldn’t pay him back the money, and the stupid 
fool believed me!a complete/utter/absolute/awful fool I felt like a complete 
fool when I found out that I had been cheated out of my money. | He had made an 

utter fool of himself over the issue, since there was no way he could have won. | I felt 
an awful fool, but how was I supposed to know he was married?an old/young 
fool You old fool! Why don’t you watch where you’re going! | There are as many young 

fools as old ones – age doesn’t always bring wisdom.a poor fool (=used when you feel 
sorry for someone) The poor fool lent her his car, even though he knew she was a bad 
driver.a crazy fool The crazy fool ran right out into the street in front of the 

cars!PHRASESmake a fool (out) of sb (=make someone look stupid) I’m always afraid 
I’ll make a fool of myself when I have to give a speech. | He was furious; she had made 
a fool of him in front of his colleagues.feel like a fool I felt like a fool when I found out 

she wasn’t really a famous singer.look like a fool I suppose you think you’re clever, 
making me look like a fool in front of everyone!like a fool She said she loved me, 
and like a fool, I believed her.what a fool What a fool she had been to think that he 

would stay.be no fool/be nobody’s fool (=used when saying that someone is not 
stupid) It was clear that the old lady was no fool; her mind was still sharp. | The young 
police officer was nobody’s fool. He asked a lot of questions.only a fool would do 

sth Only a fool would go out in a storm like this.sb is a bigger fool than you 
thought If you think that story is true, you’re an even bigger fool than I 

thought. Fool or idiot?Fool seems a little old-fashioned, and people usually use a  

slightly stronger word such as idiot: You stupid idiot! What did you do that for?  

foolish /ˈfuːlɪʃ/ adjective  stupid and not 

sensibleADVERBSrather/very/extremely foolish It was very foolish not to tell 
anyone where you were going.VERBSfeel foolish She felt foolish because she didn’t 
know the answer.look foolish He was certain that he would look foolish if he tried to 

dance.sound foolish I wanted to ask a question, but I was afraid I’d sound 
foolish.seem/appear foolish It seems foolish to plan a holiday when we haven’t yet 
saved the money.NOUNSa foolish man/woman Only a foolish man would ignore their 

warnings.a foolish thing I knew it was a foolish thing to do, but I lent him the 
money.a foolish question How can you ask such a foolish question?a foolish idea It 
was a foolish idea to ask him to the party.a foolish dream His plans to be an artist 

now seemed like a foolish dream.foolish pride My foolish pride prevented me from 
saying that I was sorry.PHRASESit is foolish to do sth It would be foolish to ignore her 
advice.sth is foolish of sb The man started shouting at the police officer, 
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which was very foolish of him.be foolish enough to do sth I was foolish enough 

to believe him, even though he had lied to me before.young and foolish We 
were young and foolish and we wanted to enjoy ourselves. 

foot /fʊt/ noun  1. the part of your body that you stand on and walk 

onADJECTIVESsb’s left/right foot He kicked the ball with his left foot.front foot (=of 
an animal) A tiger has five claws on each of its front feet.back/hind foot (=of an 
animal) The horse lifted its back foot.big/small feet He has very small feet for a 

man.bare feet The marble floor felt cold under his bare feet.dainty feet (=small and 
pretty) She was sitting on the couch, her dainty little feet tucked under her.flat 
feet (=a medical condition in which your feet rest flat on the ground, with no curved 

part) The doctor says I have flat feet.smelly feet (=which have an unpleasant 
smell) Someone in the changing room had very smelly feet.VERBSinjure/hurt your 
foot Simon injured his foot while playing rugby.wipe your feet (=wipe your shoes on 

a mat to remove dirt) Be sure to wipe your feet before coming into the house.raise/lift 
your feet He raised his foot off the floor and rested it on a chair.dangle your 
feet (=let them hang down) They dangled their feet in the river.stamp your feet (=hit 

them on the ground loudly) He stamped his feet to keep warm.tap your feet (=hit the 
ground with your toes, making a short sound) She was tapping her feet in time with the 

music.shuffle your feet (=make small movements with them, because you are 
nervous or impatient) The boy shuffled his feet and looked down at the floor.sb’s foot 
hurts These boots make my feet hurt.foot + NOUNSa foot passenger (=travelling on a 

boat without a vehicle) Foot passengers can leave the ferry now.a foot injury He 
suffered a foot injury during the match against Sporting Lisbon.a foot massage A foot 
massage would help you to relax.PREPOSITIONSat sb’s feet (=on the ground, near 

your feet) The dog was sitting at his master’s feet.under/beneath sb’s feet The sand 
was hot under her feet.PHRASESthe sole of your foot (=the base of it, that you walk 
on) The soles of her feet were aching from the long walk.the ball of your foot (=the 

rounded part at the base of the toes) He has a blister on the ball of his foot.in your 
stockinged/stocking feet (=not wearing shoes) She was only 5 feet tall in her 
stockinged feet.my feet are killing me informal (=they hurt a lot) She had been 

shopping for hours and her feet were killing her.2. the lowest part of something, or the 
end of somethingPHRASESthe foot of the stairs/staircase/steps/ladder Perry 
stood at the foot of the stairs, looking up at her.the foot of the 

hill/mountain/cliff/slope The museum is at the foot of the hill.the foot of the 
page There was a note at the foot of the page.the foot of a statue/tree At the foot 
of the statue was a big iron candleholder.the foot of the bed She sat at the foot of the 

bed and took off her shoes. 

football /ˈfʊtbɔːl $ -bɒːl/ noun  1. a game played by two teams of eleven players 

who try to kick a round ball into the other team’s goal This meaning of football is  

used in British English. In American English, people say soccer. Soccer is also used  

in British English, but it is less common. VERBSplay football The boys are playing 

football in the garden.watch football He likes to spend Saturday afternoon watching 
football.follow football (=be interested in football) Bob follows football and goes to as 
many matches as he can.football + NOUNSa football match/game Do you often go 

to football matches?a football team/club Which football team do you 
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support? | Tottenham Hotspur is a North London football club.a football 

player/star As a boy, his ambition was to be a football player.a football 
manager/coach Football managers shouldn’t complain about referees’ decisions.a 

football referee (=the person who makes sure that the rules of football are 
followed) Football referees sometimes have to make difficult decisions.a football 
fan (=someone who likes football a lot) Pat is a keen football fan.a football 

supporter (=someone who likes a particular football team and goes to see them 
play) After the game, 55 football supporters were arrested.a football 
hooligan (=someone who behaves in a noisy or violent way when they go to watch a 

football match) There were fights between gangs of football hooligans.a football 
pitch BrE (=an area of grass where football is played) An area of waste ground had 
been turned into a football pitch.a football ground/stadium (=a place where people 

can watch football being played) Hundreds of fans were making their way towards 
the football ground.a football tournament They have never won a major football 
tournament.the football season (=the period in a year when football is played) The 

new football season is just over a week away.a football league (=a group of football 
teams who play against each other) The English Premier League is one of the most 
popular football leagues in the world.football boots He got some new football boots for 

his birthday.a football shirt They were all wearing England football shirts.football 
kit (=clothes for playing football in) Don’t forget to take your football kit.a football 
strip (=the clothes worn by a particular football team) The team wear a 

different football strip for their Champions League matches. Instead of football  

player, people often say footballer. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + footballprofessional 

football It was his dream to play professional football one day.international 
football (=played by teams representing their country) He will retire from international 
football after the World Cup.domestic football (=played between teams from the 

same country) Saturday’s defeat was the team’s first in domestic football for seven 
matches.five-a-side football BrE (=with five players on each team) He plays in a five-
a-side football team.2. a game played in the US by two teams of eleven players who try 

to carry or kick an oval ball into the other team’s goal British people call this  

sport American football. VERBSplay football He played football in college.watch 

football I like watching football on TV.football + NOUNSa football team The Dallas 
Cowboys are a great football team.a football player/star Simpson was a former 
professional football player.a football coach He is the head football coach at UCLA.a 

football fan The stadium was crowded with 75,000 football fans.a football game I 
went to a football game at the University of Arizona last week.a football field (=an 
area of grass where football is played) Brad was a hero on the football field.a football 

stadium (=a place where people can watch football being played) The football stadium 
was filled to capacity.the football season (=the period in a year when football is 
played) We’re coming to the end of the football season.a football uniform/helmet He 

took off his football helmet.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + footballprofessional football I 
always wanted to play professional football.college/high school football It’s the best 
team in college football. 

footpath /ˈfʊtpɑːθ $ -pæθ/ noun  a narrow path for people to walk along, 

especially in the countryADJECTIVESa public footpath A public footpath crosses the 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [896] 

field.a narrow footpath There is a narrow footpath up the mountain.a muddy 

footpath At this time of year the footpaths are all muddy.a long-distance 
footpath The South Downs Way is a long-distance footpath from Eastbourne to 

Winchester.VERBSfollow/take/use a footpath We followed 
a winding footpath through the woods. | Take the footpath that has a stream running 
alongside it.keep/stick to the footpath also stay on the footpath It’s important 

to keep to the footpath, otherwise you’ll get lost.a footpath leads to sth The footpath 
leads to the top of the hill.a footpath runs between sth A footpath runs between the 
school and Church Street.footpath + NOUNSa footpath sign Follow the footpath 

signs to the church.PREPOSITIONSon a footpath They walked through the woods, 
staying on the footpaths.along a footpath We walked along a footpath beside the 
river.a footpath across/through sth She took the footpath across the field. 

footsteps /ˈfʊtsteps/ nounthe sounds made on the ground when someone is 

walkingVERBShear sb’s footsteps I could hear his footsteps behind 
me.footsteps The footsteps stopped in front of the house.sb’s footsteps fade/die 
away (=become less loud) She listened as their footsteps faded away.sb’s footsteps 

echo His footsteps echoed in the empty hall.ADJECTIVESheavy footsteps (=loud 
footsteps) She heard his heavy footsteps going down the stairs.light/soft 

footsteps (=quiet footsteps) They walked with light footsteps so that they would not 
be noticed.rapid/quick/brisk footsteps There were rapid footsteps outside my 
bedroom door.PHRASESthe sound of footsteps Behind him he heard the faint sound 

of footsteps. 

forbid /fəˈbɪd $ fər-/ verb  if something is forbidden, it is not 

allowed GrammarForbid is usually used in the passive. ADVERBSsth is strictly 

forbidden Smoking is strictly forbidden in the mine.sth is 
absolutely/completely/totally forbidden It was absolutely forbidden to talk to the 
other prisoners.be expressly/explicitly/specifically forbidden from doing sth (=a 

particular thing is forbidden) The jury are expressly forbidden from discussing the case 
outside the court.PREPOSITIONSsb is forbidden from doing sth Women are forbidden 
from going out without a veil.PHRASESit is forbidden to do sth Under Islamic law, it is 

forbidden to receive interest from savings accounts.sth is forbidden by 

law Discrimination is forbidden by law.THESAURUS: forbidprohibitto not allow 

something, especially because of a law or rule. Prohibit sounds more official  

than forbid:Photographs are strictly prohibited in the museum. | The men 

are prohibited from leaving the country. | The Act prohibits discrimination on the 

grounds of race, colour or nationality. Prohibit is usually used in the passive. not 

allowto say that someone must not do or have something, and stop them doing or  

having it:The Mexican government does not allow foreigners to own land in  

Mexico. | Food is not allowed in the art room.not letto not allow someone to do 

something. Not let is more informal than not allow:My boss won’t let me take any 

more time off work. | I don’t let the kids play near the road.sth is not permittedif  

something is not permitted, a rule or law says that you must not do it. Not 

permitted is more formal than not allowed:Talking is not permitted during the 
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examination. | The doctor is not permitted to discuss the patient’s confidential  

records.banto say officially that people must not do or have something. Usually  

governments or courts ban people from doing things:Parliament voted to ban the 

drug. | They want experiments on animals to be banned. | He was banned from driving  

for three years.proscribe formalto say officially that people are not allowed to do 

something. Proscribe is similar in meaning to ban, but is much more formal:The law 

proscribes discrimination in the workplace. | The men are charged with being members  

of a proscribed organization. | The drug is proscribed in the UK.barto not allow 

someone to enter a place or do something, especially by preventing it officially:She 

was barred from the pub. | He was barred from talking to journalists.  

force1 /fɔːs $ fɔːrs/ noun  1. physical power or violenceADJECTIVESphysical 

force They had to use physical force to get into the building.great/considerable 
force The rock had been thrown with considerable force.brute force (=force rather 

than intelligence or careful thinking) He got the box open using sheer brute force.the 
full force of sth He slammed the full force of his body into the man to stop 
him.excessive force (=too much force) The police should not use excessive 

force when arresting suspects.reasonable force (=no more than is necessary) You 
have the right to defend yourself with reasonable force.VERBSuse force The 

police used force to overpower the demonstrators.resort to force (=use it because 
every other method has failed) The government is prepared to resort to force if 
negotiations fail.PREPOSITIONSby force (=using force) He had to be thrown out of the 

house by force.the force of sth The force of the explosion smashed all the 
windows.with great/considerable etc force He raised his hand and hit 
her with terrifying force.PHRASESthe use of force On this occasion, the use of 

force was fully justified.2. a group of people, especially soldiers or police 

officers GrammarYou usually say forces when talking about a group of  

soldiers. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + forcethe armed forces (=the army, navy, and air 

force of a country) Representatives from the armed forces attended the 
ceremony.military forces US military forces will remain for as long as they are 

needed.the police force I’m thinking of joining the police 
force.American/British/French etc forces Several battles took place 
involving American forces.government forces (=soldiers fighting for the 

government) Fighting between government forces and the rebels continues.security 
forces (=who protect a country against people who are fighting the 
government) The security forces destroyed the rebels’ headquarters.defence 

force BrE defense force AmE (=the armed forces of a country or other area) Should 
the European Union have its own defence force?enemy forces Enemy forces now 
occupy large areas of the city.rebel forces (=those fighting against the 

government) The village was attacked by rebel forces.a peacekeeping force A 
UN peacekeeping force is being sent to the region.special forces (=who are specially 
trained to fight against guerrilla or terrorist groups) Bin Laden was killed by US special 

forces.a sales force (=people who sell a company’s products) Soon he was organizing 
a sales force to sell the product in Europe.VERBSjoin the forces (=become a soldier, 
sailor etc) He was too young to join the forces.serve in the forces (=be a soldier, 
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sailor etc) Both my brothers served in the forces.assemble/mobilize your 

forces (=get them ready to fight) He assembled his forces and moved to defend the 
island.send forces somewhere also deploy forces somewhere formal They knew 

where to deploy their forces for maximum effect.withdraw your forces (=take them 
out of a place) The US began withdrawing its forces from the country.PREPOSITIONSin 
the forces (=in the army, navy, or air force) Her husband is in the forces.3. someone 

or something with a lot of influence on eventsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + forcea 
strong/powerful force also a potent force formal She was a strong force behind her 
son’s career.a major/dominant force (=very important) Television had become 

a major force in American political life.a driving force (=someone or something that 
makes something happen) Motivation is the driving force that helps us achieve our 
goals.outside/external forces The play is about a marriage torn apart by external 

forces.invisible/unseen forces Nature is driven by invisible forces.dark forces (=bad 
or evil) They believe that dark forces cause all the pain and suffering that exists in the 
world.PREPOSITIONSthe force behind sth Simon Cowell is the force behind shows 

such as X-Factor and American Idol.a force for sth The party likes to present itself as 
a force for change.PHRASESa force to be reckoned with (=powerful and difficult to 
defeat or deal with) He’s a fast and powerful player – a force to be reckoned 

with.forces beyond your control (=things that you cannot control) The fall in prices 
was due to forces beyond their control.the forces of nature Man cannot fight the 
forces of nature. 

force2 /fɔːs $ fɔːrs/ verb  to make someone do something they do not want to 

do GrammarUsually you force someone to do something: Government troops  

have forced the rebels to surrender. Due to the high cost of borrowing, many  

companies have been forced to close. I had to force myself to get up this  

morning. PREPOSITIONSforce sb into (doing) sth In some countries, women 

are forced into arranged marriages. | Bad health forced him into taking early 

retirement.THESAURUS: forcemaketo force someone to do something by using  

pressure, threats, or violence. Make sb do sth is more common than force sb to do 

sth in everyday English:Her parents disapproved of Alex and they made her stop  

seeing him. | Two men with guns made the staff hand over the money. GrammarYou  

say make someone do something. Don't say make someone to do  

something. pressure also pressurize BrEto try to force someone to do something by 

making them feel that they should do it:Some employers pressure their  

staff into working very long hours. | She felt they were trying  

to pressurize her into getting married. | I don't want you to feel that you are 

being pressurized in any way.blackmailto force someone to give you money or do 

what you want by threatening to tell embarrassing secrets about them:She tried to  

blackmail him with photographs of them together at the 

hotel. | They blackmailed him into giving them the money.compel formalto force 
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someone to do something using official power or authority. Also used when someone 

has to do something because of their situation:The town was surrounded and 

compelled to surrender. | I felt compelled to offer them some kind of  

explanation. | People are compelled by law to carry an ID card at all  

times.coerce formalto force someone to do something by threatening them:Local  

people were coerced into joining the rebel army. | The soldiers didn't want to fire on  

the crowd - they were coerced by their commanding officers.be obliged to do 

sth formalif someone is obliged to do something, they must do it because it is the law 

or the rule, or because of the situation they are in:They were obliged to sell the 

land. | You are not obliged to say anything which may later harm your defence in  

court (=used by police officers when arresting someone).  

forecast /ˈfɔːkɑːst $ ˈfɔːrkæst/ noun  a description of what is likely to 

happenADJECTIVESan economic forecast The Bank of England has revised 

its economic forecast.an accurate/reliable forecast Long-range weather forecasts 
are often not very reliable. | Good policy depends on accurate forecasts of the future.a 
pessimistic/gloomy forecast (=expecting bad things to happen) Scientists have 

produced a gloomy forecast on the effects of global warming.an optimistic/upbeat 
forecast (=expecting good things to happen) In his speech, the president gave 

an optimistic forecast for the economy.a long-term/long-range forecast (=for a 
long time from now) In their long-term forecast, they projected that sugar imports 
would double in the coming year.a short-term/short-range forecast (=for a short 

time from now) The short-term forecast looks good.NOUNS + forecastthe weather 
forecast The weather forecast for the weekend is fine and dry.the shipping 
forecast (=about weather conditions at sea) According to the shipping forecast, strong 

winds can be expected later today.a sales/profit forecast (=how much of a product a 
company expects to sell/how much profit it expects to make) The company has cut 
its profit forecast to £57 million. | The gloomy sales forecast started rumours that the 

company would be making job cuts.VERBSmake a forecast It is too early 
to make a forecast on what will happen.give/provide a forecast Economists gave an 
upbeat forecast for the world economy. | Analysts usually provide growth forecasts for 

no more than two years ahead.revise a forecast (=change it because of new 
information) The company has revised its sales forecast.PREPOSITIONSa forecast for 
sth The forecast for the weekend is not very good.a forecast of sth Forecasts 

of future prices were of little use.PHRASESsth is in line with forecasts (=it is the 
same as predicted) The rise in inflation has been roughly in line with forecasts. 

forehead /ˈfɒrəd, ˈfɒrɪd, ˈfɔːhed $ ˈfɔːrəd, ˈfɔːrɪd, ˈfɑː-, ˈfɔːrhed/ noun [C]  the 

part of your face above your eyes and below your hairADJECTIVESa high forehead A 
cap was pulled down over his high forehead.a broad/wide forehead He was a tall 
man with a broad forehead.a sloping forehead Chimpanzees have sloping foreheads.a 

smooth forehead The treatment is claimed to get rid of lines and give you a smooth 
forehead.a wrinkled forehead (=with a lot of lines because of old age) The old lady 
had a wrinkled forehead.VERBSwipe/mop sb’s forehead He paused 

to wipe his forehead with a handkerchief.kiss sb on the forehead She kissed him on 
the forehead.press/lean/rest your forehead against sth The 
boy pressed his forehead against the window.touch sb’s forehead He reached out his 
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hand and touched her forehead.scratch your forehead He scratched his forehead and 

said “let me think about this.”wrinkle your forehead (=make lines appear on your 
forehead) She looked puzzled and wrinkled her forehead.PHRASESwipe the sweat 

from your forehead He wiped the sweat from his forehead with the back of his 
hand.push/brush the hair back from your forehead She pushed her hair back 
from her forehead. 

foreign /ˈfɒrən, ˈfɒrɪn $ ˈfɔː-, ˈfɑː-/ adjective  from or relating to another 

countryNOUNSa foreign language How many foreign languages can you speak?a 
foreign country It takes a long time to get used to living in a foreign country.a 
foreign student/worker/visitor She teaches English to foreign students. | Foreign 

workers are important for this country’s economy. | The tourist trade relies on foreign 
visitors.a foreign national formal (=a person who was born in a foreign country, or 
who is living in or visiting another country) Foreign nationals need to have a permit in 

order to work.a foreign company/bank etc US car-makers face tough competition 
from foreign companies.foreign currency/exchange formal (=money from other 
countries) Customers can buy foreign exchange at most banks.foreign 

investment The government wants to attract foreign investment.foreign aid The 
government relies heavily on foreign aid.foreign affairs (=things that happen in other 

countries) Most people aren’t very interested in foreign affairs.foreign 
policy US foreign policy toward the region has changed.the foreign ministry also the 
foreign office BrE (=the government department that deals with matters involving 

other countries) I applied to work at the Foreign Office because I wanted a career 
abroad.the foreign minister also the foreign secretary BrE The Japanese foreign 
minister is visiting the UK.a foreign correspondent (=a journalist who lives in a 

foreign country and reports on it) He works as a foreign correspondent in 

China.THESAURUS: foreignoverseas especially  

BrEmarket | trade | investment | aid | company | student | visitor | player | tri

pfrom or connected with a foreign country, especially one that is a long distance 

away:The company has increased its sales to overseas markets. | Overseas trade in  

cloth brought wealth to the region. | We need more overseas investment to help the 

economy grow. | The US government already spends a lot of money on overseas  

aid. | Much of the land is owned by overseas companies. | The university welcomes 

applications from overseas students. | There has been a big increase in the number  

of overseas visitors. | The team has several overseas players. | This is his  

first overseas trip. GrammarThe adjective overseas is always used before a  

noun.Overseas is also used as an adverb: Her parents  

lived overseas. alien formalculture | species | country | landfrom or relating to  

another country, race, or society, especially one that seems strange:He had difficulty  

adapting to an alien culture when he was living in Australia. | The introduction of  

an alien species has often proved ecologically disastrous. | My parents were worried  

about me moving to an alien country. | The settlers were in an alien land, far away 

from home. In everyday English, you can also use the phrase from abroad when  
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talking about someone or something from another country, for example: Visitors from  

abroad have become the island’s main source of income. The flow of money from  

abroad to Thailand has increased. Companies face increased competition from abroad.  

forest /ˈfɒrəst, ˈfɒrɪst $ ˈfɔː-, ˈfɑː-/ noun  a large area of land covered with 

treesADJECTIVESthick/dense forest (=with trees growing close together) The island 

was once covered in thick forest.a tropical forest (=in a very hot part of the 
world) Many areas of tropical forest have been cleared.virgin forest (=forest that has 
not been used or changed by people) Canada has huge areas of virgin forest.a 

primeval forest (=forest which has existed since ancient times) One of Europe’s last 
areas of primeval forest is threatened with destruction.a deciduous forest (=with 
trees that lose their leaves in winter) a deciduous forest of red oak treesa coniferous 

forest (=with pine or fir trees) We entered a dark coniferous forest.NOUNS + foresta 

pine/oak etc forest A narrow path led through the pine forest. Rainforest is usually  

written as one word. VERBScut down/clear a forest The forest was cut down to 

make way for housing. | Huge areas of forest have been cleared since 1960.plant a 
forest (=plant new trees to create a forest) Large areas of forest have been planted.be 

covered in forest The mountain slopes were covered in forest.forest + NOUNSa forest 
fire A forest fire destroyed thousands of trees.the forest canopy (=the area at the top 
of the trees) He could see the sky through the gaps in the forest canopy.the forest 

floor (=the ground in a forest) A huge snake slid across the forest floor.forest 
management (=controlling the way a forest grows and is used) The main aim of forest 
management is timber production.PREPOSITIONSin a forest Many types of animals 

live in the forest.PHRASESin the depths of a forest (=deep inside it) In the depths of 
the forest there is a beautiful waterfall.an area of forest The Grunewald is a huge area 

of forest south of Berlin.THESAURUS: forestwoods also wood BrEan area of  

land covered with a lot of trees, that is smaller than a forest:Follow the path through a  

small wood. | Behind the house were the woods that we used to play in.woodlandan 

area of land that is covered with trees – used especially for describing the type of land 

in an area:The lake is surrounded by woodland. | The site covers 74 acres of  

beautiful ancient woodland.rainforesta thick forest with tall trees, in tropical parts of  

the world that have a lot of rain:Tropical rainforests are home to over half of the 

planet’s plant and animal species. | Each year thousands of acres of Brazilian  

rainforest are destroyed. | The rainforest is under threat from huge multinational  

companies who care nothing about the future of our planet (=used when talking about  

rainforests in general).junglean area of tropical forest where trees and large plants  

grow very closely together:The monkeys are found in the jungles of Borneo. | The 

palace was hidden for centuries in Guatemala’s dense jungle.grovea small group of  

trees, or an area of land planted with a particular type of fruit tree:The temple was  

built in the centre of a small grove of trees. | the olive groves of southern  

Spaincopse /kɒps $ kɑːps/a small area of trees or bushes growing closely together:At  
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the top of the field was a copse full of rabbits.thicket /ˈθɪkət, ˈθɪkɪt/a small group of  

bushes, plants, or small trees growing closely together:Tall bamboo thickets fringed 

the narrow river.plantationa large area of trees or crops that are planted in order to  

grow a particular kind of food or material:Darjeeling is famous for its tea  

plantations. | The coffee comes from plantations in South America. | The train goes  

through mile after mile of rubber plantations | They worked all their lives on the cotton  

plantations.  

forget /fəˈɡet $ fər-/ verb  to not remember facts, information, people, or things 

from the pastADVERBScompletely/totally forget I’m so sorry I’m late – I completely 

forgot that we’d changed the time of the meeting.never forget He never forgets my 
birthday.almost/nearly forget I almost forgot my keys, but remembered them just as 
I was leaving.conveniently forget (=in a way that is probably deliberate, because it 

gives a good result for you) She conveniently forgot to mention all the help she had had 
from her family.sth is largely forgotten (=most people do not know about it now) His 
poetry is now largely forgotten.PREPOSITIONSforget (all) about sb/sth Sorry I didn’t 

come to the meeting! I forgot all about it!PHRASEScan’t/couldn’t forget We can’t 
forget what happened that terrible day.keep forgetting I keep forgetting to ask him 
about the money.sth is easy/hard to forget It is easy to forget that she is not 

English.sb never forgets a face (=someone is good at remembering people who they 
have met) I recognized you at once – I never forget a face.(it’s better to) forgive 
and forget (=people should try to forget bad things that others have done, rather than 

remain angry) Can’t you two just forgive and forget?THESAURUS: forgetdon’t  

remember/can’t rememberused when saying that you have forgotten something:I  

know I needed something at the shops, but I can’t remember what it was. | I don't  

remember the name of the town where we stayed.have no recollection of  

sth formalto not remember anything about something that happened in the past:He 

told the jury that he had no recollection of the accident.slip your mind especially  

spokenif something that you must do slips your mind, you forget to do it because you 

are busy thinking about other things:I’m sorry I didn’t call. There was so much going  

on that it completely slipped my mind.it goes in one ear and out the 

other spokenused to say that someone forgets what you tell them very quickly  

because they are not interested or do not listen properly:With kids you have to say 

everything twice. It all goes in one ear and out the other.my mind goes 

blank especially spokenused to say that you are suddenly unable to remember  

something at a time when you need it:I was so nervous that my mind went blank as  

soon as they asked me a question.TO TRY TO FORGET SOMETHINGput sth out of your  

mindto make yourself stop thinking about something that stops you concentrating or  

makes you angry, sad, or nervous:When I’m competing I put everything out of my 

mind and concentrate on winning.put sth behind youto stop thinking about  

something sad or unpleasant that happened to you in the past, so that you can 

continue with your life and be happy:It can take a long time to put a traumatic  
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experience like that behind you.take/keep your mind off sthto do something that  

helps you stop thinking about a problem for a short time:Sara went out for a walk to  

try to take her mind off what had happened. | I needed to find something that would  

keep my mind off my work.blot sth outto forget an unpleasant memory or thought, by  

deliberately stopping yourself from thinking about it:He started drinking heavily in an  

effort to blot out the thought of what he had done. | I wanted to blot out the events of  

the previous day.  

forget /fəˈɡet $ fər-/ verb  to not remember facts, information, people, or things 

from the pastADVERBScompletely/totally forget I’m so sorry I’m late – I completely 
forgot that we’d changed the time of the meeting.never forget He never forgets my 

birthday.almost/nearly forget I almost forgot my keys, but remembered them just as 
I was leaving.conveniently forget (=in a way that is probably deliberate, because it 
gives a good result for you) She conveniently forgot to mention all the help she had had 

from her family.sth is largely forgotten (=most people do not know about it now) His 
poetry is now largely forgotten.PREPOSITIONSforget (all) about sb/sth Sorry I didn’t 
come to the meeting! I forgot all about it!PHRASEScan’t/couldn’t forget We can’t 

forget what happened that terrible day.keep forgetting I keep forgetting to ask him 
about the money.sth is easy/hard to forget It is easy to forget that she is not 

English.sb never forgets a face (=someone is good at remembering people who they 
have met) I recognized you at once – I never forget a face.(it’s better to) forgive 
and forget (=people should try to forget bad things that others have done, rather than 

remain angry) Can’t you two just forgive and forget?THESAURUS: forgetdon’t  

remember/can’t rememberused when saying that you have forgotten something:I  

know I needed something at the shops, but I can’t remember what it was. | I don't  

remember the name of the town where we stayed.have no recollection of  

sth formalto not remember anything about something that happened in the past:He 

told the jury that he had no recollection of the accident.slip your mind especially  

spokenif something that you must do slips your mind, you forget to do it because you 

are busy thinking about other things:I’m sorry I didn’t call. There was so much going  

on that it completely slipped my mind.it goes in one ear and out the 

other spokenused to say that someone forgets what you tell them very quickly  

because they are not interested or do not listen properly:With kids you have to say 

everything twice. It all goes in one ear and out the other.my mind goes 

blank especially spokenused to say that you are suddenly unable to remember  

something at a time when you need it:I was so nervous that my mind went blank as  

soon as they asked me a question.TO TRY TO FORGET SOMETHINGput sth out of your  

mindto make yourself stop thinking about something that stops you concentrating or  

makes you angry, sad, or nervous:When I’m competing I put everything out of my 

mind and concentrate on winning.put sth behind youto stop thinking about  

something sad or unpleasant that happened to you in the past, so that you can 

continue with your life and be happy:It can take a long time to put a traumatic  
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experience like that behind you.take/keep your mind off sthto do something that  

helps you stop thinking about a problem for a short time:Sara went out for a walk to  

try to take her mind off what had happened. | I needed to find something that would  

keep my mind off my work.blot sth outto forget an unpleasant memory or thought, by  

deliberately stopping yourself from thinking about it:He started drinking heavily in an  

effort to blot out the thought of what he had done. | I wanted to blot out the events of  

the previous day.ANTONYMS → remember 

forgiveness /fəˈgɪvnəs $ fər-/ noun  when someone forgives another 

personVERBSask for (sb’s) forgiveness also ask (sb’s) forgiveness He admitted 
that he had been rude, and asked for her forgiveness.beg (for) forgiveness She 

apologized and begged him for forgiveness.pray for forgiveness I prayed for 
forgiveness for the things I had done.seek forgiveness (=look for it) He sought 
forgiveness from his wife.show (sb) forgiveness She showed him forgiveness and 

support.PREPOSITIONSforgiveness for sth He begged forgiveness for the mistakes he 
had made.forgiveness of sth They prayed to God for forgiveness of their sins. 

fork /fɔːk $ fɔːrk/ noun  a tool with a handle and three or four points, especially 

one you use for eating foodVERBSeat sth with a fork It is difficult to eat peas with a 
fork.hold sth with a fork He was holding a big piece of cheese with his fork.pick 
up/put down a fork She picked up her knife and fork and started to 

eat.beat/whisk/mix sth with a fork Beat the egg lightly with a fork.pierce/prick 
sth with a fork (=make a hole using a fork) Prick the potatoes with a fork to check if 
they are cooked.PHRASESa knife and fork He placed his knife and fork side by side on 

the plate.Don’t say a fork and knife. 

form1 /fɔːm $ fɔːrm/ noun  1. a particular type of something that exists in many 

different varietiesADJECTIVESa common form of sth Breast cancer is the 

most common form of cancer among women.a simple/basic/primitive form of 
sth Flags were used as a simple form of communication.a new form of sth He created 
a new form of music.a different form of sth There are many different forms of 

government.various forms of sth The painter uses various forms of technique.an 
early form of sth Pascal invented a calculating machine that was an early form of 
computer.sth’s final form of sth The report is not yet in its final form.a traditional 

form of sth Bowing is the traditional form of greeting in Japan.the standard form of 
sth ‘BBC English’ is often regarded as the standard form of the language in the UK.a 
complex form Mankind is the most complex form of life on the planet.a mild/severe 

form of sth She suffers from a mild form of the illness.a pure form The drug is very 
dangerous in its purest form.an artistic/musical/literary form Picasso experimented 
with a wide range of artistic forms.NOUNS + forman art form Music is an art form that 

has existed since the beginning of time.a life form (=a type of living thing) Do you 
think we will find life forms on other planets?PREPOSITIONSa form of sth Poetry is 
a form of expression.in the form of sth Peace is represented in the form of a 

dove.PHRASEStake the form of sth (=used when saying what something is like) The 
examination took the form of an interview.in solid/liquid/tablet etc form The 
medicine is available in tablet form.in any form/in all its forms He opposed the use 

of violence in all its forms.in some form (or other) We all need help in some form or 
other.in any shape or form (=of any type) The school will not tolerate bullying in any 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [905] 

shape or form.in its original form In its original form, the building only had three 

rooms.in its present/current form The organization cannot continue in its present 
form.2. an official document with spaces where you write informationVERBSfill out a 

form also fill in a form BrE If you want to become a member, you need to fill 
out a form.complete a form formal Please complete the form below and we will 
respond to your request as soon as possible.sign a form The person 

who signs the form should be 18 or over.send in/off a form I sent in my 
application form last week.return a form formal (=send it back) You 
should return the form to the above address.NOUNS + forman application form Please 

complete this application form in block capitals.a tax form The tax form must be 
submitted before the end of the month.an order form Send your completed order 
form together with your payment to the address below.a booking form (=a form you 

use to reserve something) Have you filled out a hotel booking form?a registration 
form On arrival at the hotel, the guest must complete a registration form.an online 
form (=on the internet) It’s easier to fill out an online form.an entry form (=to take 

part in something) If you wish to take part in the competition, please fill out an entry 
form.a consent form (=a form giving permission for something) Patients must sign 
a consent form for the operation to take place.3. a shapeADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ formhuman form Greek Gods appeared in human form but possessed supernatural 
powers.the female form His paintings are often of the female 
form.VERBSchange/alter sth’s form The plant changes its form according to the 

growing conditions.take on a form also assume a form formal (=to change into 
another shape) The wizard used his magic powers to take on the form of a large 
bird.PREPOSITIONSin the form of sth The chairs were arranged in the form of a 

circle.4. how well a player, team, musician etc is performing or has performed 
recentlyADJECTIVESbe in good/great/fine form The singer was in good form and the 
audience loved his performance.poor form Her poor form in the race may have been 

due to injury.recent form His recent good form has earned him a place in the national 
team.current/present form The player said that he was happy with his current 
form.VERBSfind form (=start to perform well) The player was struggling to find 

form because of an ankle injury.regain form (=start to perform well again) The team 
has regained form and won its last two matches.maintain form (=continue to perform 
well) She hopes to maintain her good form at next week’s tournament.PHRASESon 

form (=in good form) The players were on form today and put in their best 
performance of the competition.off form (=in bad form) She was badly off form and 
suffered a heavy defeat.on present/current/past etc form On current form, he is 

one of the best players in the world.a return to form (=someone is playing or doing 
something well again) The band’s new record is a return to form. 

form2 /fɔːm $ fɔːrm/ verb  1. to establish somethingNOUNSform a 

company/organization/society/party etc The World 
Trade Organization was formed in 1995. | The company was formed by an electrical 
engineer called Bob Hill.form a government The party has enough votes 

to form a government.form an alliance/partnership The two 
countries formed an alliance.form a relationship/friendship The two men formed a 
close relationship.form a band/group He formed his first band at the age of 14 with 

three friends from high school.THESAURUS: form→ start1 (3)2. to make 

something start to existTHESAURUS: form→ make (1)3. to make a shape or 
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lineNOUNSform a circle/square etc The teacher asked the children 

to form a circle.form a line/queue The visitors had formed a queue outside the 
museum. 

formal /ˈfɔːməl $ ˈfɔːr-/ adjective  1. formal language or behaviour is used with 

people who you do not know well, or at important official occasionsNOUNSformal 
language It’s best to use formal language when you’re writing an essay.a formal 
word ‘Acquire’ is a formal word for ‘get’.formal behaviour BrE formal 

behavior AmE His mother’s behaviour towards the children was rather formal.a formal 
manner “Am I speaking to Miss Price?” he asked in a very formal 
manner.VERBSseem/sound formal Her voice sounded very formal on the 

phone.THESAURUS: formalstiffbehaving in a formal way, which seems rather  

unfriendly and not relaxed:When we first met he seemed rather stiff and he never  

smiled. | She has a stiff upper-class manner.stuffyformal and traditional or old-

fashioned:The college does not want to seem stuffy and behind the times. | Opera has  

a rather stuffy image, which does not appeal to many young people. | We both dislike  

formality and stuffy weddings where everybody does what their parents  

want.ANTONYMS → informal2. made or done officially or publiclyNOUNSa formal 

announcement/statement The chairman will make a formal announcement about 

the company’s future.a formal request/invitation You have to make a formal 
request to see the documents. | Have you received a formal invitation to attend the 
conference?a formal complaint She intends to make a formal complaint against the 

police.a formal agreement The two companies have signed a formal agreement to 
merge with each other.a formal system/procedure There is a formal procedure for 
dealing with complaints.a formal meeting The committee held a formal meeting to 

discuss the issue.a formal occasion/event He only wears his suit at formal 
occasions such as weddings and funerals.a formal investigation/inquiry The 
authorities have launched a formal investigation into the accident.formal 

approval Parliament gave its formal approval to the bill.formal 
education/training/qualifications (=in a school or college) His father had no formal 

education after the age of 14. | He works as an accountant, but he does not have 
any formal qualifications.ANTONYMS → informal 

format AC /ˈfɔːmæt $ ˈfɔːr-/ noun [C]  the way in which something is arranged, 

organized, or presentedADJECTIVESa new format The magazine hopes to attract 
younger readers with its new format.a different format The movie is available in 
several different formats.digital/electronic format The pictures are sent in digital 

format.a standard/common format They usually use a standard format for writing 
business letters.the usual/traditional format The meeting will follow the traditional 
format, with a speech by the chairman at the end.a large/small format The book was 

published in a large format with pictures for children.a similar format The August 
event will follow a similar format to the spring event.VERBSchange the format The TV 
company has changed the format of the show.use a format This time we’re using a 

slightly different format.follow a format When you’re writing an essay, it’s best 
to follow the usual format.adopt a format (=start using a format) The two companies 
have agreed to adopt a common format for their products.PREPOSITIONSthe format 

for sth The format for the event is the same as last year.in a ... format The paper is 
available in a larger format. 
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ormula AC /ˈfɔːmjələ, ˈfɔːmjʊlə $ ˈfɔːr-/ noun  1. a series of numbers or letters 

that represent a mathematical or scientific ruleADJECTIVESa chemical formula CO₂ is 
the chemical formula for carbon dioxide.a mathematical formula Richter used 
a mathematical formula to calculate the size of the earthquake.a 

complex/complicated formula Insurance companies use a complex formula to 
calculate risk.a standard formula There is a standard formula for doing this type of 
calculation.VERBSdevise/work out/come up with a formula (=think of a 

formula) He worked out a formula for measuring the distance around the 
earth.PREPOSITIONSthe formula for sth The chemical formula for water is H₂O.2. a 

method that you can use in order to do something successfullyADJECTIVESa magic 
formula (=a method that is certain to be successful) There is no magic formula for 
success.a winning/successful formula The company’s winning formula includes 

excellent service and quality products.the same formula Both books use 
the same basic formula.the right formula After years of trying to win the 
championship, he finally found the right formula.a simple formula The authorities 

found a simple formula to deal with the problem.VERBShave a formula If you have a 
successful formula for giving speeches, don’t change it.use/follow a formula Many 
Hollywood films follow the same successful formula.search for a formula The team 

has been searching for a winning formula, but so far without success.find/discover a 
formula He discovered the formula for getting votes easily and winning 
elections.agree on a formula The two countries could not agree on a formula for 

dividing the disputed territory.repeat a formula Her latest novel looks like an attempt 
to repeat a winning formula.change a formula We’ve been successful using this 
method in the past. Why change a formula that works?PREPOSITIONSa formula for 

sth She found the formula for the perfect crime novel. 

formulate AC /ˈfɔːmjəleɪt, ˈfɔːmjʊleɪt $ ˈfɔːr-/ verb [T] formal  to think of 

somethingNOUNSformulate a theory/idea Isaac Newton formulated the theory of 

gravity. | Aristide Briand formulated the idea of a federation of European 
nations.formulate an opinion/view Students are expected 
to formulate an opinion after carefully researching the subject.formulate a 

plan/strategy/policy O’Brien was involved in formulating government 
economic policy.formulate a rule/law The people who formulate the rules have lost 
touch with the needs of local people.formulate an answer/reply/response The 

authorities say they are still formulating a response to his letter.formulate a 
question There is a problem with the way she 
has formulated the question.ADVERBSoriginally/first formulated When the policy 

was originally formulated, no one thought this would happen. | The idea was first 
formulated by Descartes.fully formulated The idea for the story was fully 
formulated in her mind. 

fortune /ˈfɔːtʃən $ ˈfɔːr-/ noun  1. a very large amount of money This meaning  

of fortune is used in two ways. You use it when talking about the amount of money  

someone has, or gets from their work: She will inherit her father’s fortune. He made  

his fortune in the oil industry.You also use it in informal English, when saying that  

something costs a lot of money, or someone spends or earns a lot of money: The ring  
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must have cost a fortune. Lawyers earn a fortune. ADJECTIVESa 

large/substantial/considerable fortune She made a considerable fortune as an 
author.a huge/vast/immense fortune When he died, his vast fortune went to his 

daughter.an absolute fortune informal (=used when you want to emphasize how 
much something costs, someone earns etc) The ring must have cost an absolute 
fortune.a small fortune informal (=a surprisingly large amount of money) My first 

painting sold for £25, which was a small fortune for an art student. | He made a small 
fortune in the London property boom.sb’s personal/private fortune (=how much 
money someone has – used about someone who had a lot of money) Her personal 

fortune was estimated at £37 million.a £20 million/$40 million etc fortune She is 
believed to have a $25 million fortune.VERBScost a fortune informal (=be very 
expensive) It’ll cost a fortune if we go by taxi.make a fortune informal (=get a lot of 

money) He sold the business and made a fortune.make your fortune (=become 
rich) She made her fortune in the fashion industry.earn a fortune informal (=get a lot 
of money from your job) Some bankers earn a fortune.amass a 

fortune formal (=gradually get a lot of money) His family amassed a fortune during 
that period.lose a fortune informal Her father lost a fortune on the stock 
market.spend a fortune You don’t have to spend a fortune to have a good holiday.pay 

a fortune informal We had to pay a fortune in rent.save a fortune informal You 
can save a fortune by buying online.leave sb a fortune (=arrange for someone to 
receive a lot of money after you die) The old man left his wife a fortune.inherit a 

fortune (=get a lot of money after someone dies) He inherited a fortune of a million 
pounds from his uncle.PHRASESbe worth a fortune informal The painting is worth a 

fortune.fame and fortune (=a situation in which someone is rich and famous) He 
came to London to seek fame and fortune.be heir to a fortune (=be the person who 
will get a lot of money from someone after they die) Joseph was heir to a 

vast fortune.2. luckADJECTIVESgood fortune His success was mainly due to good 
fortune.bad fortune also ill fortune formal No-one deserves such ill 
fortune.VERBSbring (sb) fortune In Britain, it is believed that if a black cat crosses 

your path, it will bring good fortune.fortune smiles on sb literary (=they are 
lucky) Fortune smiled on me that night, and I escaped unharmed.PHRASEShave the 
good fortune to do sth I did not have the good fortune to know your father.a change 

of fortune also a reversal of fortune formal (=from good to bad luck, or bad to 
good) Some internet firms have suffered a painful reversal of fortune.a piece/stroke 
of good fortune It really was an extraordinary piece of good fortune.3. your fortunes 

are the good or bad things that happen to you GrammarAlways plural in this  

meaning. ADJECTIVESchanging fortunes The book is the story of a family’s changing 

fortunes over the years.flagging/declining fortunes (=something is becoming less 
successful) The new leader claims he can revive the party’s flagging fortunes.mixed 
fortunes (=some good things and some bad) It has been a week of mixed fortunes for 

the British team.economic fortunes The economic fortunes of companies can 
change.political fortunes There has been a revival in the political fortunes of the 
Liberal Party.VERBSsb’s fortunes change Then, a year later, his fortunes changed and 

he was offered a job at the United Nations.improve sb’s fortunes They moved to New 
York in the hope of improving their fortunes.restore/revive sb’s fortunes (=make 
them successful again) He was working in a bank, desperately trying to restore the 
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family fortunes.reverse sb’s fortunes (=change them from good to bad, or bad to 

good) Those companies need government help to reverse their fortunes.follow the 
fortunes of sb (=pay attention to how successful they are) Since then I have 

always followed the fortunes of Manchester United.PHRASESa change in sb’s 
fortunes The defeat marked a change in the team’s fortunes.a revival in sth’s 
fortunes (=it starts being successful again) A decision to change the product’s name 

brought an instant revival in its fortunes.the fortunes of war (=the things that can 
happen during a war) The position of the frontier changed with the fortunes of war. 

fossil /ˈfɒsəl $ ˈfɑː-/ noun [C]  an animal or plant that lived many thousands of 

years ago and that has been preserved, or the shape of one of these animals or plants 

that has been preserved in rockVERBSlook for fossils The children were looking for 
fossils on the beach.find a fossil They found a fossil of a dinosaur in the cliffs.dig up 
fossils The scientists dug up the fossils from the ground.collect fossils His hobby 

is collecting fossils.contain fossils The rocks contain fossils of tropical plants.fossil + 

NOUNSfossil evidence Fossil evidence of early man has been found in East 
Africa.fossil remains He uncovered the fossil remains of a large reptile.a fossil 

bone The fossil bones were taken to the museum.a fossil hunter (=someone who 
looks for fossils) French fossil hunters have discovered huge dinosaur footprints.a 

fossil species New fossil species are constantly being discovered.a fossil fuel (=made 
from the decayed remains of animals and plants that lived millions of years ago) The 
use of fossil fuels such as coal damages the environment.PREPOSITIONSa fossil of 

sth The fossils of ancient animals have been found in the desert.ADJECTIVESa living 
fossil (=a plant or animal that is not closely related to any other living species, but 
seems to belong to a species only known as a fossil) The horseshoe crab is a living 

fossil, having changed little in 150 million years. 

found /faʊnd/ verb  THESAURUS > start1 (3) 

foundation AC /faʊnˈdeɪʃən/ noun  1. something from which another thing can 

develop and become successfulADJECTIVESa strong/solid/firm/sound 

foundation His research provided a strong foundation for the work of other 
scientists. | Education should provide a solid foundation on which people can build their 
hopes and dreams.a good foundation The course is designed to give students a good 

foundation for a career in design.shaky/weak foundations The country’s economic 
recovery rests on shaky foundations.a scientific foundation There is no scientific 
foundation for their claims.a theoretical foundation This book presents 

the theoretical foundations of modern psychology.the economic foundations The 
crisis rocked the economic foundations of the country.VERBSlay the foundations for 
sth His training at drama school laid the foundations for his acting career.provide a 

foundation for sth Investment in new technology provides a foundation for the future 
growth of the company.build the foundations for sth By doing these exercises, you 
will be building the foundations for your future health and fitness.shake/rock the 

foundations of sth Freud’s writings shook the foundations of 
psychology.PREPOSITIONSa foundation for sth The previous manager laid a 
sound foundation for the firm’s future.2. the solid layer of cement, bricks, stones etc 

that is put under a building to support it GrammarUsually plural in this  

meaning. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + foundationdeep foundations Tall buildings need to 

have deep foundations.stone/concrete foundations You can still see the stone 
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foundations of the temple.VERBSlay the foundations The foundations of the building 

were laid in the first week of May.build the foundations We have 
already built the foundations and walls for four new classrooms.dig the 

foundations Workmen damaged an underground pipe while digging the foundations of 
the new hotel.foundation + NOUNSthe foundation stone The foundation stone was laid 
in 1829.3. an organization that gives or collects money to be used for special purposes, 

especially for charity or for medical researchADJECTIVESa charitable 
foundation (=one that provides money to help people) The money for the research 
came from several charitable foundations.a private foundation The billionaire 

established his own private foundation.a research foundation He is the director of an 
international research foundation.VERBSset up/establish a foundation They set 
up a foundation to provide education for children in developing 

countries.PREPOSITIONSthe foundation for sth Her research is funded by 
the Foundation for Science and Technology. 

foundry /ˈfaʊndri/ noun  THESAURUS > factory 

fracture verb  THESAURUS > break1 (1) 

fragile adjective  easily broken or damaged – used about physical objects, and 

also about abstract thingsNOUNSglass is fragile The glass is extremely fragile.fragile 
bones Her bones were old and fragile.a fragile relationship He didn’t want to create 
distrust in an already fragile relationship.a fragile state Her health was in a fragile 

state.a fragile ecosystem/habitat The oil could damage the island’s fragile 
ecosystem.a fragile economy The fragile economy cannot keep up with population 
growth.a fragile democracy The country’s fragile democracy is under threat.a fragile 

peace/truce/ceasefire A fragile peace has been in place since the war ended.fragile 

health She wasn’t able to travel because of her fragile health.THESAURUS: 

fragiledelicatecup | flower | necklace | fabric | skineasily damaged – used 

especially about things that are made from thin material and look attractive:The tea  

was served in delicate little china cups. | The plant has delicate yellow flowers. | She 

was wearing a delicate gold necklace. | Silk is a very delicate fabric. | People  

with delicate skin should not go out in strong sunlight. Delicate is also used about  

hands or features that are small or thin and look pretty: The dancers had delicate  

features.It is also used about people who are weak and in poor health: He was  

a delicate child and was often ill. brittlebones | nails | hair | materialif something  

is brittle, it has a hard surface that breaks easily:An unhealthy diet can lead to the 

development of brittle bones. | If your nails are brittle, this may mean that you need to  

eat more calcium. | The shampoo is good for brittle hair. | Glass is a brittle  

material.breakableobject | ornamentbreakable objects must be handled carefully  

because they will break easily:Breakable objects should be carefully wrapped in  

newspaper. | It’s best to keep breakable ornaments away from animals and 

children.flimsyshirt | dress | material | wall | furniture | structuremade of thin or  

light material which is easily damaged or badly made:His flimsy cotton shirt did not  
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give him much protection from the cold. | She was only wearing  

a flimsy nylon dress. | The scarf is made of a flimsy material that will tear easily. | The 

hotel walls were so flimsy that you could hear everything in the next room. | Their  

furniture is very flimsy and doesn’t last very long. | The hut was a flimsy structure that  

looked like it would collapse at any moment.  

fragment noun  THESAURUS > piece 

fragrance noun  THESAURUS > smell1 

frail adjective  THESAURUS > weak (1) 

frame /freɪm/ noun  a structure made of wood, metal, plastic etc that surrounds 

something such as a picture or window, and holds it in placeADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ framea picture/photo frame The photo was in a silver picture frame.a 
door/window frame She was painting the window frames.a wooden/metal/steel 
etc frame The windows have timber frames.a gold/silver frame Paintings hung in 

big gold frames.a gilt frame (=one that is decorated with a thin substance that looks 
like gold or is made of gold) The picture would look good in a gilt 
frame.PREPOSITIONSin a frame She put the picture in a frame on the mantelpiece. 

framework AC /ˈfreɪmwɜːk $ -wɜːrk/ noun  a set of ideas, rules, or beliefs from 

which something is developed, or on which decisions and actions are 
basedADJECTIVESa basic framework This course provides a basic framework for 
understanding the issues involved.a general/broad framework The meeting 

established a broad framework for the negotiations.a legal/political/social 
framework Services must operate within the current legal framework.a 

conceptual/theoretical framework (=a set of ideas that are used as a basis for 
understanding or doing something) Scientists are trying to develop a single theoretical 
framework which explains everything that happens in the universe.a 

regulatory/statutory framework (=a framework of rules or laws) We need 
a regulatory framework that ensures better health care for everyone.a constitutional 
framework (=based on a constitution) They are working to establish the constitutional 

framework for a stable government.a clear/coherent framework The Education Act 
provided a coherent framework for identifying children with special needs.a legislative 
framework (=a framework of laws) A legislative framework exists for mental health 

care.an analytical framework This analytical framework is used to assess the 
policies.VERBSprovide/offer a framework The previous research 
programme provides a framework for further 

studies.create/build/develop/establish a framework The aim is 
to create a framework for discussion.introduce/implement a framework The 
government has introduced a new framework for inspecting schools.use a 

framework We use the same framework for all our research.PREPOSITIONSa 
framework for sth The data will be used to develop a framework for future 
policies.within a framework Teachers must work within the framework of the 

curriculum. 

frank /fræŋk/ adjective  THESAURUS > honest 

fraud /frɔːd $ frɒːd/ noun  the crime of getting money or goods by tricking 

someoneVERBScommit fraud Criminals used her bank details to commit 

fraud.prevent/reduce fraud We have introduced new measures to prevent 
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fraud. | The new technology will help reduce fraud.combat/tackle/fight fraud The 

government wants to use ID cards as a way of tackling fraud.detect a 
fraud (=discover it) The fraud was detected by the bank’s security 

systems.investigate a fraud Police are investigating the fraud.be charged with 
fraud Taylor was arrested and charged with fraud.be convicted of fraud (=found by a 
court to be guilty of fraud) He was convicted of tax fraud.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ fraudserious fraud We believe that a serious fraud has been committed.an alleged 
fraud (=one that people believe has been committed) Police are investigating 
an alleged fraud.credit card fraud There has been an increase in credit card 

fraud.benefit fraud BrE (=in which someone illegally gets money from the government 
by falsely claiming that they are ill, unable to work etc) The country loses millions of 
pounds through benefit fraud.identity fraud (=in which someone pretends to be 

someone else) You may become a victim of identity fraud if your passport is 
stolen.tax/insurance/accounting/financial fraud He’s been charged with tax 
fraud.election/electoral fraud (=cheating in an election) The country has a long 

history of corruption and election fraud.online fraud Several computer users have 
become victims of online fraud.wire fraud AmE (=involving electronic 
communication) He faces eight charges of wire fraud.mail fraud AmE (=involving the 

use of the postal system) She was found guilty of mail fraud.corporate fraud (=a 
fraud committed by people who work for the company that is affected) Corporate 
fraud costs companies a lot of money.fraud + NOUNSa fraud case The number of fraud 

cases has increased.fraud squad (=a team of police who investigate fraud) Fraud 
squad investigators visited the company’s headquarters.a fraud investigation Police 
have begun a fraud investigation.fraud detection We are using new technology 

for fraud detection.a fraud allegation (=saying that someone has committed a 
fraud) He left his job following fraud allegations.a fraud charge She is facing fraud and 
theft charges.a fraud trial Four directors are facing a fraud trial in Italy.a fraud 

investigator I work as a fraud investigator for a bank.fraud prevention We offer 
advice on fraud prevention.PHRASESa victim of fraud If you are a victim of credit 
card fraud, you must call your bank immediately. 

freak /friːk/ adjective  THESAURUS > unusual 

free /friː/ adjective  1. something that is free does not cost you any 

moneyADVERBScompletely/absolutely free The design service is absolutely 

free.VERBSbe free There’s a concert in the park, and it's free.come free (=be given 
free when you get or buy something else) Drinks come free with your meals.NOUNSa 
free copy Call us for a free copy of our brochure.a free ticket I was given two free 

tickets for the concert.a free gift There’s a special free gift with this month’s 
magazine.free parking The hotel offers free parking.free admission/entry There 
is free admission to the gardens for all members.free delivery There is free delivery on 

all orders over £50.a free event/concert This free event runs from 1-5 p.m.free 
software You can download free software from this site.a free service We offer 
a free legal advice service.free advice The police will give you free advice on 

preventing crime.2. not kept as a prisonerVERBSset sb/sth free Stolen cattle were 
returned to their owners or set free.break/struggle/pull free After a struggle she 
managed to break free.roam/run free (=move around freely – used especially about 
animals) Outside, ducks and chickens roam free. | ɪn the mountains, the horses are 

able to run free.walk free (=not be sent to prison) The charges were dropped and 
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he walked free from court.remain free Lozano was allowed to remain free while 

appealing against his conviction.3. not being usedTHESAURUS: 

free→ available→ empty 

freedom /ˈfriːdəm/ noun  the right to do what you want without being controlled 

or restrictedADJECTIVEStotal/complete freedom Riding a motorbike gives me a 

feeling of total freedom.great/considerable freedom Teachers are 
given considerable freedom to choose their teaching methods.personal/individual 
freedom Our personal freedom is being restricted more and more.new-found/new 

freedom (=which someone has been given only recently) She loved the new-found 
freedom her car provided.a basic/fundamental freedom (=which everyone deserves 
to have) Our economy should give all people the fundamental freedom to 

work.political/religious freedom The people were given political freedom for the first 
time in the country’s history.academic freedom (=for people studying at university or 
doing research) She wants to teach at a university that provides complete academic 

freedom.artistic freedom Banning the film would be an unacceptable restriction 
on artistic freedom.VERBShave freedom If you had your own apartment you 
would have more freedom. | We have the freedom to travel all over the world.enjoy 

freedom (=have it – more formal) Filmmakers today enjoy more freedom than in the 
past.give sb freedom She likes to give her children a lot of freedom. | Our flexible 
programme gives you the freedom to study when and where you like.defend/protect 

freedom People have fought wars to defend the freedom that we enjoy.value your 
freedom I didn’t want to get married because 
I valued my freedom.limit/restrict/curb sb’s freedom The new laws 

would limit our freedom of speech.take away sb’s freedom We should not take 
away people’s freedom to choose.PHRASESthe struggle/fight for freedom The 
student movement played an important role in the struggle 

for political freedom.freedom of speech/expression (=the legal right to say what 
you want) We will defend freedom of speech and oppose censorship.freedom of 
choice If more companies come into the market, that gives customers greater freedom 

of choice.the freedom of the press (=the right of newspapers to publish what they 
like, free from political control) The freedom of the press is guaranteed by the 
constitution.freedom of movement (=the right or ability to travel, or the ability to 

move your body freely) The tight uniforms restrict their freedom of movement. | The 
automobile gave Americans a new freedom of movement.freedom of 
religion/worship Freedom of religion is threatened in many countries.freedom of 

assembly (=the right to meet as a group for a particular purpose) Religious groups 
were threatened by restrictions on freedom of assembly. 

freeway /ˈfriːweɪ/ noun AmE  a very wide road in the US, built for fast 

travelADJECTIVESa major freeway The motel is near a major freeway.a 
crowded/congested freeway Interstate 15 is the most congested freeway in the 
county.VERBScome off/get off/exit a freeway He got off the freeway and called 

police.get on a freeway We need to get on the freeway.PREPOSITIONSon a 
freeway There was an accident on the freeway.NOUNSa freeway system Los Angeles 
has an increasingly crowded freeway system.freeway traffic We were stuck in freeway 

traffic.a freeway project (=a plan to build a freeway) The state approved a 
new freeway project.freeway construction New freeway construction has caused 
controversy.a freeway extension (=a new section added to the freeway) The freeway 
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extension has been included in the spending plans.a freeway overpass The parking 

lot was under a freeway overpass.a freeway off-ramp/on-ramp (=the road that you 
use to get off or onto a freeway) You can’t park on a freeway off-ramp. 

freeze /friːz/ verb  1. if a liquid or something wet freezes or you freeze it, it 

becomes solid because it is very coldADVERBSfreeze solid The water had frozen 
solid in the pipes.freeze over (=freeze across its entire surface) It was so cold that the 
lake froze over.2. to say that wages, prices etc will not increase for a period of 

timeNOUNSfreeze prices/rates Prices will be frozen until the end of the year.freeze 
wages/salaries/pay Wages in the public sector have been frozen since last 
year.freeze a budget The council has frozen the school’s budget.freeze 

spending The government plans to freeze defence spending.freeze a 
grant/payment The museum’s grant has been frozen since 2010. | This payment has 
been frozen for several years. 

freezer /ˈfriːzə $ -ər/ noun  a piece of equipment in a kitchen, that you store 

food in at a very low temperature for a long timeADJECTIVES/NOUNS + freezera chest 
freezer (=one with a door that you lift upward) There was a chest freezer full of 

food.an upright freezer An upright freezer is better for a narrow space.a walk-in 
freezer (=that is like a room that you can walk into) The warehouse has three walk-in 
freezers.a deep freezer AmE (=a freezer) The deep freezers come in chest or upright 

models.VERBSdefrost a freezer (=switch it off so that the ice melts) You 
should defrost your freezer regularly.fill/stock a freezer Before their visit 
she filled the freezer with pre-cooked meals.freezer + NOUNSa freezer 

compartment (=a small freezer that is part of a fridge) There’s some ice cream in 
the freezer compartment of the fridge.a freezer bag The berries will keep well in 
a freezer bag in the freezer.freezer space I didn’t have enough freezer space for all 

the food.PREPOSITIONSin the freezer We keep the fish in the freezer. 

fresh /freʃ/ adjective  1. prepared or picked recentlyNOUNSfresh 

fruit/vegetables/milk/fish/eggs etc You should eat two or three pieces of fresh 

fruit every day.fresh bread Let’s eat the bread today, while it’s fresh.fresh 
produce (=food grown on a farm) The market sells fresh produce.fresh 
ingredients (=fresh things used to make a meal) Italian cooking is based on 

simple fresh ingredients.VERBSkeep sth fresh Store apples in the bottom of the fridge 
to keep them fresh.stay fresh Milk does not stay fresh for long in the heat.2. new and 
interestingNOUNSfresh ideas We need some fresh ideas.a fresh 

perspective/insight (=a new way of thinking about something) Reading this book 
gave me a fresh perspective on the subject. | Through this research, we hope to gain 
a fresh insight into the problems.a fresh approach The new director has brought 

a fresh approach to the job.fresh thinking Fresh thinking and creativity is essential to 
our work.fresh talent (=new people with skills) The company needs to attract fresh 
talent.a fresh challenge I was a teacher but I’m looking for a fresh 

challenge.PHRASEStake a fresh look at sth You need to take a fresh look at your 

wardrobe, and throw out things you never wear.THESAURUS: fresh→ new (1)  

fridge /frɪdʒ/ noun  a large piece of electrical kitchen equipment, used for 

keeping food and drinks coolVERBSkeep sth in the fridge You should keep milk in the 
fridge.defrost a fridge (=switch it off so that any ice melts) You need to defrost 

fridges and freezers regularly.raid the fridge (=quickly take food out of it because you 
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are hungry) Dad caught her raiding the fridge.a fridge is filled/stocked with 

sth The fridge was stocked with bottled water.ADJECTIVESa well-stocked fridge (=a 
fridge with a lot of things in it) The house had a well-stocked fridge.fridge + NOUNSthe 

fridge door He opened the fridge door.PREPOSITIONSin the fridge There was some 

orange juice in the fridge. Fridge is short for refrigerator. In everyday English,  

people usually say fridge.  

friend /frend/ noun  someone who you know and like, and enjoy spending time 

withADJECTIVES/NOUNS + frienda good/close/great friend (=one of the friends you 
like the most) The owner of the restaurant is a good friend of mine.your best 

friend (=the friend you like the most) She asked her best friend to help her.an old 
friend (=someone who has been your friend for a long time) We are staying with 
some old friends.a dear friend (=a friend who is very important to you) I’d like you to 

meet a dear friend of mine.a lifelong friend (=all your life) The two men met during 
the war and became lifelong friends.a childhood friend (=someone who was your 
friend when you were a child) I had lost touch with all my childhood friends.a 

school/college/university friend I met some old school friends for lunch.a family 
friend He’s visiting family friends.a personal friend Mr Hutton is a close personal 
friend of my father.a mutual friend (=someone who is a friend of both you and 

someone else) They went to a mutual friend’s home for dinner.firm friends (=friends 
who like each other a lot and want to stay friends for a long time) They have 

remained firm friends for over 20 years.a true friend A true friend will always tell you 
the truth.a loyal friend She has always been a loyal friend to me.a trusted 
friend She told only a few trusted friends.a male/female friend Most of my male 

friends are married now.VERBShave a friend Suzie is a popular student who has lots 
of friends.become friends Liz and Vanessa soon became friends.make 
friends (=make someone your friend) He found it hard to make friends.remain/stay 

friends We have remained friends despite some difficult times.PHRASESa friend of 
mine/yours/Bill’s etc A friend of mine is going to Tokyo next week.a friend of a 
friend I managed to get tickets from a friend of a friend.sb’s circle of friends (=all 

the friends someone has) She has a wide circle of friends.family and 
friends also friends and relatives/relations I have had a lot of support from 

my family and friends.THESAURUS: friendacquaintance /əˈkweɪntəns/someone 

who you know and see sometimes, but who is not one of your close friends:We 

borrowed the money from one of Paul’s business acquaintances.mate BrE informala 

friend – used especially about boys or men:He always goes to the pub with his mates  

on Friday night. | Terry’s an old mate of mine.buddy AmE informala friend – used 

especially about men or young people:He’s out playing basketball with some of his high  

school buddies. | My dad spends most of his time with his army 

buddies.crony disapprovinga friend – used about powerful people who will help each  

other even if it is slightly dishonest:The mayor gave the job to one of his  

cronies.companion writtensomeone who spends time with you, doing the same things  

as you – used about animals as well as people:His dog was his constant  

companion (=was always with him). | My travelling companions were an elderly couple  
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from the north of England. | In many ways, he was the perfect companion.the 

girls informala woman’s female friends:We’re having a girls’ night out.the 

lads BrE informala man’s male friends:a night out with the lads  

friendly /ˈfrendli/ adjective  behaving in a pleasant and helpful way towards 

someone, or making someone feel comfortable and relaxedADVERBSgenuinely 
friendly The staff seem genuinely friendly.overly friendly (=too friendly, usually 
because someone wants something from you) Beware of overly friendly strangers 

offering to help with your bags.NOUNSa friendly smile She greeted us with a friendly 
smile.a friendly voice Talk to the dog in a calm friendly voice.a friendly 
atmosphere The café has a friendly atmosphere.a friendly welcome We received 

a friendly welcome when we arrived.friendly service The service at the restaurant is 
always friendly.a friendly chat They were enjoying a drink and a friendly chat.a 
friendly manner I liked Ben’s open friendly manner.a friendly place/city/hotel 

etc (=a place where the people are friendly) This is a friendly family-run hotel. | We 
want our school to be a friendly place.PREPOSITIONSfriendly to/towards sb The 

other students were very friendly to me.THESAURUS: friendlynice especially  

spokenguy | man | woman | girl | personfriendly and kind:You’ll like him – he’s  

a nice guy. | A nice man helped me put my bike on the train. | The woman in the store  

was nice. | Emma’s a really nice girl. | He’s not a very nice  

person.warmwelcome | reception | hospitality | smile | personalityfriendly and 

caring about other people, in a way that makes them feel comfortable when they are 

with you:We received a warm welcome from the staff at the hotel. | You can be certain  

of a warm reception. | She thanked them for their warm hospitality. | He greeted me 

with a warm smile. | My aunt had a wonderfully warm 

personality.welcomingsmile | atmospherefriendly to someone who has just arrived  

somewhere:He greeted me with a welcoming smile. | The hotel has a warm 

and welcoming atmosphere.hospitableperson | people | country | welcomefriendly  

and wanting to make visitors feel comfortable:She’s a very hospitable person, and 

made me feel very welcome. | The Japanese are a very hospitable people. | Germany 

is a very hospitable country. | Thank you for your kind and hospitable welcome. | They 

are always very hospitable to strangers.amiableman | mood | naturefriendly and 

easy to like:He was an amiable man who was well liked by his students. | Flynn was in  

an amiable mood and offered to buy us all a drink. | People sometimes took advantage 

of his amiable nature.genialsmile | hostbehaving in a cheerful and friendly way:He 

answered her question with a genial smile. | “Glad you could come,” said our genial  

host.cordialrelations | relationship | ties | atmosphere | welcome | reception | 

meeting | invitation | greetingsfriendly and polite but formal:The two nations have 

always maintained cordial relations. | This will strengthen the cordial  

relationship between Britain and Nigeria. | The two countries have maintained close 

and cordial ties. | The meeting was held in a cordial atmosphere. | They received 

a cordial welcome. | Baldwin was given a most cordial reception. | The Pope had 
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a cordial meeting with the US president. | He received a cordial invitation to dine at the 

White House. | The two leaders exchanged cordial greetings.approachableeasy to talk  

to – used especially about people who are important or famous:Even though she is an  

international star, she is still very approachable.ANTONYMS → unfriendly 

friendship /ˈfrendʃɪp/ noun  a relationship between friendsADJECTIVESa close 

friendship (=two people are very good friends) Ron had formed a close friendship with 
Andrea.a firm friendship (=strong and not likely to change) Our working relationship 

developed into a firm friendship.a lasting friendship (=that continues for a long 
time) This began a lasting friendship between the two women.a long-standing 
friendship (=that has existed for a long time) There is a long-standing 

friendship between our two countries.a lifelong friendship (=that continues for the 
whole of the friends’ lives) The two men formed a lifelong friendship.an unlikely 
friendship (=between people you would not expect to be friends) Many people were 

surprised by this unlikely friendship between a teenager and an elderly man.true/real 
friendship There is respect and real friendship between the two 
leaders.VERBSstart/form/strike up a friendship He and Matthew struck 

up a friendship. | The two girls soon formed a friendship.renew a 
friendship (=become friends again) They renewed their friendship after the 

war.destroy/spoil a friendship An argument about a 
boy destroyed their friendship forever.strengthen a friendship (=make people better 
friends) Having disagreements and talking about them can strengthen a friendship.lose 

sb’s friendship I don’t want to lose your friendship.value sb’s friendship (=consider 
it to be important) If she really valued your friendship she wouldn’t behave this way.a 
friendship starts Their friendship started after they met at a conference.a friendship 

develops Friendships often develop on the basis of shared interests.PREPOSITIONSa 
friendship with sb Her parents disapproved of her friendship with John.a friendship 
between sb and sb The friendship between Jane and Sarah was as strong as 

ever.PHRASESthe start/end of a friendship We met at work and that was the start of 
a long friendship. | If she finds out I lied to her, it will be the end of our friendship.a 
gesture of friendship (=an action which shows that someone is a friend) He invited 

us to his house as a gesture of friendship.an offer of friendship He turned down the 
king’s offer of friendship.offer/extend the hand of friendship (=officially say that 
you want a friendly relationship) America extended the hand of friendship, but it was 

rejected.bonds/ties of friendship (=things that connect friends) They were united by 
deep bonds of friendship. 

frighten /ˈfraɪtn/ verb  to make someone feel afraidPHRASES(almost) frighten 

sb to death informal (=make someone very frightened) You almost frightened me to 
death!frighten the life out of sb informal (=make someone very frightened) When I 

felt his hand on my neck, it frightened the life out of me. You say that  

someone frightens easily, when they often become frightened: The horses frighten  

easily. THESAURUS: frightenscare especially spokento frighten  

someone. Scare is less formal than frighten, and is the usual word to use in everyday 

English:He was driving fast just to scare us. | It scared him to think that his mother  

might never recover.terrifyto make someone feel extremely frightened:The idea of  
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going down into the caves terrified her. | Robbers terrified bank staff by threatening  

them at gunpoint.give sb a frightto make someone suddenly feel frightened in a way 

that makes their heart beat more quickly:It gave me a terrible fright when I found him 

unconscious on the floor. | You gave me such a fright!give sb the creepsif a person 

or place gives you the creeps, they make you feel slightly frightened because they are 

strange:This house gives me the creeps. | I wish he wasn't here - he gives me the 

creeps.startleto frighten someone. Used when you suddenly see someone and did not  

know they were there, or when you suddenly hear something:I’m sorry. I didn’t mean 

to startle you. | The noise startled him, and he dropped his glass on the floor.alarmto  

make someone feel frightened and worried that something bad might happen:I didn’t  

want to alarm her by calling in the middle of the night.intimidateto deliberately  

frighten someone, especially so that they will do what you want:Many of the gangs  

were using dogs to intimidate people. | They tried to intimidate him into keeping quiet  

about what happened.  

frightened /ˈfraɪtnd/ adjective  worried that you might be hurt, or that 

something bad might happenVERBSbe/feel frightened Don’t be frightened. We’re not 

going to hurt you.look/sound frightened “What are those men doing here?” 
Garry sounded frightened. | She looked frightened when she got out of the car.get 

frightened (=start to feel frightened) He used to get frightened when the boys from 
the village asked him to play with them.make sb frightened The big waves 
are making me frightened.NOUNSa frightened look There was a frightened look in his 

eyes.PREPOSITIONSfrightened of sth Many animals are frightened 
of fireworks.frightened about sth There’s nothing to be frightened about. It’ll be all 
right.frightened at sth She was frightened at the thought of going back there 

again. Choosing the right prepositionYou usually say that you are frightened  

of someone or something: She’s frightened of thunderstorms.Frightened about is  

less common, and is used especially with a participle: I’m still frightened about going  

out of the house.You usually use frightened at in the phrase frightened at the  

prospect/thought of something (=frightened about the idea that something is going  

to happen): The middle classes were frightened at the thought of working-class  

revolution.Frightened is also used with an infinitive: He was too frightened to ask  

anyone for help. It is also used with that: I was frightened that I was not  

alone. PHRASESfrightened to death/frightened out of your 

wits informal (=extremely frightened) I was frightened to death that I was going to 
make a mistake.like a frightened rabbit/animal The young woman just stared at 

me like a frightened rabbit. Frightened, scared, or afraid?Scared is a little more  
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informal than frightened, and is very common in spoken English. In written  

English, frightened is more commonly used. Afraid is more formal  

than frightened and often sounds more serious. THESAURUS: 

frightenedscared especially spokenfrightened. Scared is less formal  

than frightened and is the usual word to use in everyday English:I’m scared  

of spiders. | Old people are too scared to go out of their  

homes.afraidfrightened. Afraid sounds more formal  

than frightened or scared:Children are often afraid of the dark. | I was afraid that I  

might say the wrong thing.alarmedfrightened and worried that something bad might  

happen:She was alarmed at the thought of performing in front of an audience. | There 

is nothing to be alarmed about. | I was a little alarmed by this  

news.fearful formalfrightened that something bad might happen:They are fearful  

of another terrorist attack. | He was fearful that he might make another mistake. | a 

fearful panicVERY FRIGHTENEDterrifiedvery frightened:He looked terrified as the plane 

took off. | James was absolutely terrified of losing his only child. | He dragged the 

terrified woman into his car.petrifiedextremely frightened – used especially when you 

are so frightened that you cannot think or move:She looked absolutely  

petrified. | I'm petrified of heights.scared stiff/scared to death informalvery  

frightened:I had to make a speech, and I was scared stiff. | She was scared to death of  

her father.in terror writtenif you do something in terror, you do it because you are 

very frightened:People fled in terror as the building burst into flames.  

frightening /ˈfraɪtn-ɪŋ/ adjective  making you feel afraidNOUNSa frightening 

experience Going skiing for the first time can be a frightening experience.a 
frightening place The forest is a frightening place at night.a frightening moment It 
was the most frightening moment of my life.a frightening film/book/story There are 

some frightening stories about people getting lost in the mountains.a frightening 
thought/prospect (=something frightening that you imagine happening) They faced 
the frightening prospect of having no money.ADVERBSextremely/truly/genuinely 

frightening The whole building was shaking – it was truly frightening.PHRASESfind 
sb/sth frightening I found him a little frightening at first.it is frightening to 
think/imagine... It’s frightening to think what could happen if terrorists got hold of 

nuclear materials.THESAURUS: frighteningscary especially  

spokenmovie | film | story | experience | moment | place | monster | feeling | t

houghtfrightening. Scary is more informal than frightening and is very common in  

spoken English:I don’t like watching scary movies. | The subway can be a scary  

place. | Maybe they’re watching us right now – it’s a scary  

thought.spooky informalatmosphere | house | place | story | tale | feeling | coin

cidencefrightening and strange, especially because something involves ghosts or  

powers that people do not understand:The dark shadows created a spooky 
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atmosphere. | They live in a spooky old house in the country. | By some spooky 

coincidence, they had been born in the same hospital at the same 

time.creepy informalfeeling | place | house | guy | filmfrightening because you 

think there is something strange and unpleasant about someone or something,  

especially when you are not exactly sure what it is:Do you know that creepy 

feeling when you think that someone’s watching you? | With the wind whistling through 

the trees and the cries of the owls, Park House could be a creepy place for a child. | I  

remember seeing this really creepy film called ‘Magic’. | There was something creepy 

about him.eerie especially  

literarysilence | stillness | feeling | sensation | sound | effect | light | glow | coi

ncidencestrange and frightening:An eerie silence descended on the house after the 

soldiers had gone. | An eerie stillness hung over the place like a cloud. | She began to  

get an eerie feeling that something terrible was about to happen. | The church bells  

made an eerie  

sound.chillingtale | account | story | thought | reminder | moment | words | m

essage | facts | discovery | performancefrightening, especially because violence,  

cruelty, or danger is involved:The book is a chilling tale of murder and 

revenge. | Maybe they had been kidnapped – it was a chilling thought. | The camps are 

a chilling reminder of the country’s past (=they make you remember something  

terrible that happened). | The chilling words ‘ethnic cleansing’ were first used about  

Yugoslavia. | He won an Oscar for his chilling performance as man-eating doctor  

Hannibal  

Lecter.intimidatingplace | experience | atmosphere | presence | man | woman

making you feel frightened or nervous – used when something makes you lack  

confidence, or when you feel someone wants to hurt you:Big schools can 

be intimidating places for young children. | Giving evidence in court is often a  

rather intimidating experience. | The city remains calm, in spite of the intimidating  

presence of large numbers of soldiers. | Outside the door was a big,  

angry, intimidating young man.menacingway | manner | look | presence | tonebe

having in a frightening way – used when someone looks like they are about to hurt  

you:He pointed the rifle at me in a menacing way. | The bull started to move towards  

her in a rather menacing manner. | The boy had a menacing look on his face. | They 

became aware of Captain Trentham’s menacing presence. | “I’d like to have a word  

with you outside,” he said in a menacing  

tone.alarmingrate | increase | rise | decline | number | proportionsvery  

worrying and frightening:Violent crime is increasing at an alarming rate. | There has  

been an alarming increase in violence against the homeless. | He noticed an alarming  

rise in the numbers of children with the disease. | An alarming number of journalists  

have been killed. | In Egypt, the problem has reached alarming  
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proportions.dauntingtask | challenge | experience | prospect | thoughtif  

something is daunting, you are worried because you think it may be too 

difficult:Dealing with climate change is an incredibly daunting task. | Flying four kites  

at the same time is a daunting challenge for anyone. | Your first solo show can be a  

very daunting experience. | Giving a speech may seem a daunting prospect.VERY 

FRIGHTENINGterrifyingexperience | ordeal | moment | prospect | thought | situ

ationextremely frightening:Crossing the ocean alone must have been a truly 

terrifying experience. | The hostages knew that their terrifying ordeal was over (=a 

very frightening situation that causes a lot of suffering). | For one terrifying moment,  

he thought he was going to be killed. | The gang all had knives – it was a terrifying  

situation.hair-raisingadventure | story | ride | experience | encountervery  

frightening and involving danger, in a way that is exciting:The film tells the story of  

his hair-raising adventures in the jungles of South America. | They went on a hair-

raising ride through the mountains. | We had a hair-raising encounter with a family of  

bears (=a very frightening meeting).spine-

chillingstory | tale | novel | movie | film | music | moment | experiencea spine-

chilling story, film etc is very frightening, because very violent and cruel things  

happen:The book is a spine-chilling tale of obsession and murder. | ‘The Bone 

Collector’ is a spine-chilling novel. | He wrote the spine-chilling music for Hitchcock’s  

film ‘Psycho’. | There are some spine-chilling moments and I’m glad I wasn’t watching  

the film on my own.blood-curdling especially literaryscream | howl | sounda blood-

curdling sound is very frightening:I heard a blood-curdling scream in the middle of the 

night. | There was a long blood-curdling howl, and then silence.  

frog /frɒɡ $ frɑːɡ, frɒːɡ/ noun [C]  a small green animal that lives near water and 

has long legs for jumpingVERBSa frog jumps/hops/leaps The frog jumped into the 
pond.a frog croaks (=makes a noise) We could hear the frogs croaking in the rice 
fields. 

front1 /frʌnt/ noun  the part of something that is furthest forwardVERBSface the 

front Turn around and face the front.reach/get to the front There was a long queue 
and we waited an hour to get to the front.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + frontthe very 
front (=the part of something that is furthest forward) Our seats were on the first row, 

right at the very front.a glass/metal/wooden front The cabinet has a glass front so 
you can see all his medals and prizes.an open front The workshop has an open 

front so you can see right in.a store/drawer/house front Paint was peeling from 
the store fronts.sb’s shirt front His shirt front was trimmed with 
lace.PREPOSITIONSthe front of sth The front of the house is painted white.on the 

front It’s a thick book with a picture of a soldier on the front.on your front (=on the 
front part of your body) She was lying on her front on the bed.at the front The 
photographer asked the smallest kids to stand at the front.in the front Adam was 

sitting in the front, next to the driver.down the front (=across the front surface of 
something such as a shirt) His sweater had ice cream all down the front.in 
front (=directly ahead) Don’t get too close to the car in front.in front of sb (=directly 
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ahead of someone) I can’t see if you stand in front of me. At, on, or in the front?At  

the front is used to talk about a forward position in a group, the front part of a  

building or place, or the beginning part of a book: There’s a small garden at the front  

of the house. The contents list is at the front.On the front is used to talk about the  

front surface or cover of something, such as a book: The magazine has a famous  

actor’s face on the front.In the front is used to talk about the forward part inside  

something, especially a vehicle: She let me sit in the front. ANTONYMS → back1 (2) 

front2 /frʌnt/ adjective  at, on, or in the front of somethingNOUNSthe front 

page/cover The story is on the front pages of all the newspapers.the front row When 

we went to the theatre, we had seats on the front row.the front 
door/entrance/bedroom (=at the front of a building) She knocked on the front door, 
but no-one answered.the front garden/lawn The house has a large front garden and 

a field at the back.the front end/edge/side The pilot sits in the front end of the 
plane. | She stood at the front edge of the stage. | The front side of his guitar is 
covered in stickers.sb’s front teeth Two of his front teeth had been knocked out.an 

animal’s front leg/paw The dog had injured his front leg.a vehicle’s front 
seat/wheel/headlights A woman was sitting in the front passenger seat.the front 
desk/office (=one that people see when they come into a building) He works at 
the front desk of a hotel.ANTONYMS → back2 

frontier noun  1. the border of a countryVERBScross the frontier They crossed 

the frontier into Switzerland.reach the frontier Alexander’s armies reached the 
frontier of India.ADJECTIVESthe northern/southern/eastern/western frontier The 
Great Wall protected the northern frontier of China.the Russian/Chinese etc 

frontier The town is not far away from the Russian frontier.frontier + NOUNSthe 
frontier zone You need a special permit to pass through the frontier zone.frontier 
controls Illegal immigration could be reduced by introducing stricter frontier controls.a 

frontier town/province/area I visited Tinh Bien, a frontier town in the Laotian-
Vietnamese border area.PREPOSITIONSthe frontier between sth and sth The town is 

close to the frontier between France and Belgium.the frontier with sth Pakistan has a 
1,500 mile frontier with Afghanistan.on/at the frontier They were 
delayed at the frontier by security checks.along the frontier Fighting 

continues along the frontier.2. the limits of people’s knowledge about 
somethingVERBSpush back the frontiers of sth Space travel is an example of 
mankind pushing back the frontiers of technology.expand/extend/advance the 

frontiers of sth (=make people get more knowledge about something) The research 
institute continues to expand the frontiers of medical science.explore the frontiers of 
sth The new research institute will explore the frontiers of digital 

technology.ADJECTIVESa new frontier At the time of its invention, the internet 
represented a new frontier.the last/final frontier As the final frontier of science, the 
brain and its functions are still largely unknown.PREPOSITIONSthe frontiers of sth No 

one has done more to advance the frontiers of medicine. 
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frost /frɒst $ frɒːst/ noun  very cold weather, when water freezesADJECTIVESa 

severe/hard/heavy frost (=when the temperature falls several degrees below 
freezing point) Many plants were damaged by the hard frost. | We’ve had three 
continuous nights of severe frost.a sharp frost (=sudden and severe) There had been 

a sharp frost overnight.ground frost (=that forms on the ground) Tonight will be cold, 
with clear skies and a ground frost in most areas.an early/late frost I hoped the early 
frost wasn’t a sign of a bad winter to come. | There’s always the danger of a late 

frost killing the new flowers.VERBSthe frost melts The frost was gradually melting.be 
covered in/with frost The lawn was covered in frost.protect sth against frost The 
plants need to be protected against frost.withstand/survive frost (=not be damaged 

by it) Can the plants withstand frost or will it be too cold for them?frost + NOUNSfrost 
damage Some crops have suffered frost damage.PHRASESa risk/danger of 
frost There is a risk of frost from September onwards. 

frosty /ˈfrɒsti $ ˈfrɒːsti/ adjective  THESAURUS > cold1 

frown1 /fraʊn/ verb  to move your eyebrows together and make an angry or 

unhappy faceADVERBSfrown angrily/irritably/impatiently He frowned angrily as he 

listened to her excuse. | Dad waited in the car, frowning impatiently. | She frowned 
irritably and said “I don’t need help, thank you”.frown disapprovingly She didn’t 
speak, she just frowned disapprovingly.frown doubtfully She frowned doubtfully when 

I suggested she got a new hairstyle.frown thoughtfully “That’s an interesting point,” 
said Mr Jones, frowning thoughtfully.frown slightly/a little He looked at the letter 
and frowned slightly.VERBSmake sb frown She couldn’t see without her glasses, which 

made her frown with frustration. | The thought that she could be wrong made her 
frown.PREPOSITIONSfrown at sb “What’s all this mess?” she said, frowning 
at him.frown in concentration/thought/puzzlement The children sat at their 

desks, frowning in concentration.frown with 
disapproval/annoyance/frustration Her father always frowns with disapproval 
when she wears make-up. 

frown2 /fraʊn/ noun  an angry, unhappy, or confused expressionVERBShave a 

frown on your face His sister always had a frown on her face.wear a frown (=have a 
frown on your face) Lucy, wearing a worried frown, asked where Joe was.give a 

frown The teacher gave a frown and told him not to be so rude.a frown 
deepens (=gets angrier, more unhappy etc) Her frown deepened into a scowl.a frown 
crosses sb’s face (=a frown appears on someone’s face) Suddenly, a frown 

crossed Anna’s face.ADJECTIVESan angry/irritated frown I could see from his angry 
frown that something was wrong.a worried/puzzled frown She had a puzzled 
frown on her face. | His worried frown turned into a smile of relief when he saw his 

brother.a thoughtful frown She examined the picture with a thoughtful frown.a 
slight/small frown A slight frown crossed his face when he read the letter.a 
deepening frown (=a frown that is getting angrier, more unhappy etc) He looked 

around with a deepening frown, seeing how much damage had been done.frown + 

NOUNSfrown lines There were frown lines on his forehead.PREPOSITIONSwith a 
frown “Are you still here?” he said with a frown.a frown of 

disapproval/concentration/irritation He looked up from his desk with a frown of 
irritation.PHRASESsb’s face creases into a frown (=lines appear on someone’s 
face) Her face creased into a frown, and we knew she was angry.a frown creases sb’s 
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forehead (=lines appear on someone’s forehead) A frown creased his forehead as he 

glanced around the room. 

frozen adjective  very cold and hard or covered in ice because of low 

temperaturesNOUNSfrozen food She buys lots of frozen food and cooks it in the 
microwave.frozen peas/fish/meat I put some frozen peas in a saucepan of water.a 
frozen lake/river People were skating on the frozen lake.frozen 

ground The ground here is frozen for most of the winter.the frozen wastes (=a large 
area of frozen ground with few people, plants, or animals) A railway was being built 
in the frozen wastes of Siberia.ADVERBScompletely frozen Leave the fruit juice in the 

freezer until it is completely frozen.permanently frozen In the Antarctic, some lakes 
are permanently frozen.frozen + ADJECTIVESfrozen solid We can’t go fishing because 
the river is frozen solid. 

fruit /fruːt/ noun  food such as apples, bananas, and grapesADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ fruitfresh fruit Try to eat plenty of fresh fruit.canned fruit also tinned 
fruit BrE Canned fruit is on the bottom shelf, next to the sugar.dried fruit The cake is 

made with sultanas, currants, and other dried fruit.ripe fruit When the fruit is ripe, it 
smells sweet.citrus fruit (=lemons, oranges, limes etc) The drink has a sharp taste, 
like citrus fruit.tropical/exotic fruit (=grown in hot countries) He likes tropical 

fruits such as pineapples and bananas.soft fruit (=small fruits with no skin or large 
seed) She made a dessert out of strawberries, raspberries, and other soft fruit.fleshy 
fruit (=with a large soft part) Peach trees produce a fleshy fruit with a large stone in 

the middle.the fruit is hard (=it is too hard for eating) The fruit in the supermarket is 
often too hard to eat.VERBSpick fruit You can pick the fruit in October.a tree bears 
fruit (=produces fruit) It was too cold for the trees to bear fruit.grow 

fruit I’m growing fruit in my greenhouse.peel fruit (=take off the outer part) Use a 

sharp knife to peel the fruit. Bear fruit is also used to mean that something has a  

good or useful result: These reforms are unlikely to bear fruit in his lifetime. fruit + 

NOUNSa fruit tree They have fruit trees in the garden.fruit juice She always has a 

glass of fruit juice for breakfast.fruit salad (=a dish of many kinds of fruit cut into 
small pieces) Fruit salad is a very healthy dessert.a fruit pie For dessert, we’re 
having fruit pie.a fruit bowl (=a bowl for holding fruit) There was a fruit bowl full of 

oranges in the middle of the table. Fruitcake is usually written as one  

word. PHRASESfruit and vegetables People buy fruit and vegetables in the local 

market.a piece of fruit (=a whole apple, pear etc, or a piece cut from it) Lunch is 
usually a sandwich and a piece of fruit. 

fruitful /ˈfruːtfəl/ adjective  THESAURUS > successful (1) 

frustrating adjective  THESAURUS > annoying 

frustration /frʌˈstreɪʃən/ noun  the feeling of being annoyed or impatient, 

because you cannot control or change somethingADJECTIVESdeep frustration (=a lot 

of frustration) Children feel deep frustration if they can’t 
communicate.growing/increasing/mounting frustration He could not hide 
his growing frustration.sheer frustration Jack wanted to shout in sheer 

frustration.bitter frustration If patients recover much more slowly than they hoped, 
this can lead to bitter frustration.angry frustration Soon his satisfaction turned 
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to angry frustration.pent-up frustration Finally, years of pent-up frustration came 

out.sexual frustration Her sexual frustration and jealousy destroyed their 
friendship.VERBSfeel frustration also experience frustration formal It’s natural 

to feel frustration if you can’t do something.lead to/cause frustration The ferry only 
takes a limited number of cars, and this can lead to frustration for drivers. | Not being 
listened to can cause frustration and anger.express/vent your frustration The 

fans expressed their frustration at their team’s poor performance.take your 
frustration out on sb (=be angry with other people because of your frustration with 
yourself) Don’t take your frustration out on other people.hide your frustration In the 

end she could not hide her frustration any longer.understand sb’s 
frustration I understand your frustration, but please try to be 
patient.PREPOSITIONSfrustration at/over sth She feels frustration at her own 

helplessness. | There was growing public frustration over the delays.frustration with 
sb/sth She tried not to show her frustration with him as he struggled to understand.do 
sth in frustration (=showing frustration) He sighed in frustration.do sth 

through/out of frustration (=because of frustration) Many people leave their 
jobs through frustration.PHRASESa sense of frustration People often feel a sense of 
frustration that they are not progressing at work.a source of frustration Her son is a 

constant source of frustration to her.tears of frustration She cried tears of 
frustration.anger and frustration She wanted to cry with anger and frustration. 

fry /fraɪ/ verb  to cook something in hot fat or oilNOUNSfry eggs Fry the eggs in 

a little oil.fry onions He’s frying onions to go with the hot dogs.fry 
bacon/chicken/fish Helen was in the kitchen frying bacon.ADVERBSfry sth 
gently Add the vegetables and fry gently for 4 minutes.fry sth lightly Pour a little oil 

in a pan and lightly fry half an onion.deep-fry sth (=in deep oil) He covered the fish in 
batter and deep fried it.shallow-fry sth (=in a little oil) First, shallow-fry the chicken 
in peanut oil.stir-fry sth (=in a small amount of very hot oil, stirring often) She made 

a Chinese dish of stir-fried vegetables and rice.pan-fry sth (=in a flat pan in a little 

oil) We pan-fry the fish and serve it on a bed of spinach.THESAURUS: fry→ cook1 

fuel /ˈfjuːəl/ noun  a substance such as coal, gas, or oil that can be burned to 

produce heat or energyVERBSuse fuel Our car uses a lot of fuel.run on fuel (=use fuel 
as the source of power) Will this engine run on unleaded fuel?run out of fuel (=have 
no more left) The ship ran out of fuel and drifted helplessly.fill up with fuel (=put fuel 

in a vehicle’s fuel tank) Before leaving, I filled up with fuel at the local petrol 
station.save fuel You can save fuel by driving more slowly.waste fuel The booklet 
gives helpful tips on how to avoid wasting fuel.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + fuela fossil 

fuel (=a fuel such as coal or oil, produced by the gradual decaying of plants and 
animals) Global warming may be caused by burning fossil fuels.nuclear fuel What do 
we do with the spent nuclear fuel (=fuel which has been used)?solid fuel (=a solid 

substance, such as coal, that is used as a fuel) The number of homes using solid 
fuel for heating has decreased.domestic/household fuel (=used in a house) There 
has been a sharp rise in domestic fuel costs.a clean fuel (=that does not harm the 

environment) The proposal is to cut tax on cars that run on clean fuel.smokeless 
fuel (=that burns without producing smoke) The government is trying to encourage the 

use of environmentally friendly smokeless fuels.a green fuel (=a fuel that harms the 
environment as little as possible) Are green fuels, like biodiesel, really the solution to 
our fuel crisis?unleaded fuel (=that does not contain lead) Modern cars run 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [926] 

on unleaded fuel.aviation fuel (=used by planes) high-octane aviation 

fuel Biofuel (= fuel made from plants, animal waste etc) is written as one word. fuel + 

NOUNSfuel costs/prices The increase in fuel costs is causing problems for many old 

people.sb’s fuel bill I wish there was some way to cut our fuel bill.a fuel tank (=a 
container for storing fuel) The fuel tank holds 14 gallons of petrol.a fuel gauge (=an 
instrument that shows how much fuel there is) I noticed the fuel gauge was on empty 

so I pulled into the nearest gas station.fuel consumption (=the amount used) Fuel 
consumption averages 54 miles per gallon.fuel economy/efficiency (=how well a 
vehicle uses fuel, without wasting any) Modern cars have much greater fuel economy.a 

fuel pump (=a machine that forces fuel into an engine) The car’s fuel pump was 
leaking.PHRASESsth is running low on fuel (=it does not have much fuel left) The 
plane was running low on fuel. 

fulfil /fʊlˈfɪl/ verb  to do what is hoped for, needed, promised etcNOUNSfulfil a 

condition/requirement Students must fulfil the following requirements in order to 
pass the exam.fulfil an aim/objective/goal He fulfilled his aim of getting into art 

school.fulfil a dream/hope/ambition She fulfilled her dream of becoming a 
doctor.fulfil a function/role/duty The book fulfils its function of providing an 
introduction to French literature.fulfil an obligation The country has failed 

to fulfil its obligations under international law.fulfil a need The 
course fulfils the need for music students to be exposed to the use of computers in 
music making.fulfil a promise/pledge He fulfilled his promise to provide financial 

support for the project.fulfil expectations The film failed 
to fulfil her expectations.fulfil your potential/promise The university aims to help all 
students to fulfil their potential.VERBSfail to fulfil sth The company failed to fulfil the 

terms of the contract.ADVERBSadequately fulfil sth Because he was feeling so ill, he 
no longer felt able to adequately fulfil his professional duties.completely fulfil sth The 
hotel was excellent and completely fulfilled her expectations. 

full /fʊl/ adjective  1. containing as much or as many things or people as 

possible, so there is no space left GrammarFull is usually used after the verb be in  

this meaning. NOUNSa plane/train/bus/car is full The train was completely full.a 

hotel/restaurant is full All the hotels are full in August.a course/class is full The 
college said the course was full and that I’d have to apply again next year.a 

glass/cup/plate is full He kept pouring until the glass was full.a box/bag/suitcase 
is full The suitcase was full of clothes.a cupboard is full There was a cupboard full of 
toys.sb’s mouth is full (=full of food) You shouldn’t talk with your mouth full.a full 

tank The car has a full tank of gas.ADVERBScompletely full Each day the café 
was completely full.almost/nearly/virtually/practically full The bus was almost 
full and we had to sit separately.half full/three-quarters full The cups are only half 

full.PHRASEScrammed/stuffed/packed full of sb/sth (=very full of people or 
things) The hall was crammed full of people.chock full of 
sb/sth informal (=containing a lot of people or things) The book is chock full of useful 

information.full to the brim (=full to the top with liquid) The bath was full to the 
brim with hot water.full to bursting (with sth) (=extremely full) The fridge is full to 

bursting with pies, cakes, and drinks. Full ofYou often use full of when saying that  
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something contains a lot of things or people: The book is full of fascinating  

information.Full upYou say that hotels, restaurants, courses etc are full up, when  

there are no more places available: The hotel is full up for the next three  

weeks. THESAURUS: 

fullpackedstreet | road | room | store | restaurant | hall | house | theatre | tra

in | bus | plane | audiencecompletely full of people. Packed is a little  

informal:The streets are packed with late night shoppers. | The room will be packed 

with journalists. | The restaurant is packed on Friday nights. | Wherever they play,  

the house is always packed (=the concert hall or theatre is full). | He gave a speech to  

a packed audience of students (=a hall full of people who have come to watch or listen 

to something).bursting with sthextremely full of something:Her wardrobe was  

bursting with coats and shoes. | At this time of year, the garden is bursting with  

flowers.crammed with sb/sthso full that you cannot fit anyone or anything else in –  

often used when you think there are too many people or things:In summer, the hotels  

are crammed with tourists. | The shelves are crammed with books on art and 

design.teeming with sthfull of people, animals etc that are all moving around:The 

rivers are teeming with fish. | The town is teeming with tourists. | The rainforest  

is teeming with life (=many different animals live there).overflowingso full of things,  

liquid, or people that some of them come outside:Heavy rains and overflowing rivers  

have flooded hundreds of towns and villages. | The drawers were overflowing  

with magazines. | The little meeting hall was overflowing with people.overloadedused 

about a vehicle or a ship which has too many people or things in it:an overloaded 

fishing boat | The trucks are often grossly overloaded (=far too overloaded). Half  

full or half empty?If you say that someone’s glass is always half empty, you  

mean that this person is a pessimist, and is never happy with his or her  

situation.Someone who thinks their glass is half full has a more positive attitude to  

life. ANTONYMS → empty2. including all of something GrammarFull is always used  

with the in this meaning. NOUNSthe full amount/length/extent (of sth) The 

insurance company agreed to pay the full amount.the full cost/price (of sth) The full 
cost of the repairs could be over $30,000.the full range (of sth) Patients will have 

access to the full range of services.the full effect/impact (of sth) People are starting 
to feel the full impact of the recession.the full force The building suffered the full 
force of the bomb. 

fumes /fjuːmz/ noun  strong-smelling gas or smokeADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ fumestoxic/noxious/poisonous fumes (=fumes that can harm or kill you) Clouds 
of toxic fumes were coming from a nearby chemical factory. | The firemen wear special 
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masks to protect themselves from noxious fumes.traffic/exhaust fumes The streets 

are full of traffic fumes.factory fumes You can smell the factory fumes as soon as you 
get near the city.gas fumes (=from petrol in cars, or from heaters etc that use 

gas) Walking means you’re not adding gas fumes to the air. | Gas fumes are a serious 
risk in old houses.petrol/diesel fumes BrE There was a strong smell of petrol 
fumes inside the car.paint fumes A strong smell of paint fumes filled the 

studio.VERBSgive off fumes (=produce them) Burning plastic gives off poisonous 
fumes.breathe (in) fumes also inhale fumes formal When I’m on my bike I don’t 
like breathing in car exhaust fumes.be overcome by fumes (=become extremely sick 

or unconscious from breathing in fumes) Two employees at a plastics company 
were overcome by fumes and taken to the hospital.be exposed to fumes People who 
are exposed to fumes from common household cleaning products are more likely to 

develop asthma.PREPOSITIONSfumes from sth He died after inhaling poisonous fumes 
from a stove. 

fun /fʌn/ noun, adjective  an experience or activity that is very 

enjoyableADJECTIVESgood fun BrE It was good fun working with 

him.great/tremendous fun The show is great fun for all the family.harmless 
fun (=not likely to upset or offend anyone) People say these video games are 

just harmless fun, but some parents disagree.VERBShave fun Did you have fun at the 
party?join in the fun On festival days the whole village joins in the fun.sth sounds 
(like) fun A picnic sounds like fun.spoil/ruin the fun It was cold on the beach but we 

didn’t let that spoil the fun.fun + NOUNSa fun time (=an enjoyable 
experience) Everyone had a really fun time at the beach.a fun day (=an event in which 
various enjoyable activities are organized) The school organizes a fun day in the 

summer.a fun run (=a fairly short race that is not intended to be very serious) We are 
holding a 5 km fun run in the park to raise money for charity.PHRASESjust for 
fun/just for the fun of it (=because you enjoy it) She’s the kind of person who learns 

a new language just for the fun of it.a lot of fun also lots of fun The kids had a lot of 
fun singing and dancing.sth is no fun/not much fun (=not enjoyable) Being stuck in 
a traffic jam for three hours was no fun.sth is not sb’s idea of fun (=something is not 

the kind of thing you enjoy) Camping in the rain is not my idea of fun.sth is half the 
fun (=it is a very enjoyable part of something) Planning a vacation is half the fun.have 
a sense of fun Children like her because she has a great sense of fun.a fun thing to 

do (=something that is enjoyable) We’re planning lots of fun things for the children to 
do.in fun (=with the intention of being funny, not of upsetting someone) We teased 
her, but just in fun.good clean fun BrE (=not offensive or not involving sex) The show 

is good clean fun for all the family.THESAURUS: fun→ enjoyableTHESAURUS: 

funenjoymentthe feeling you get when you enjoy doing something:I get a lot of  

enjoyment out of working with young children. | They don't expect to be paid - they do  

it for enjoyment. | The bad weather didn't spoil our enjoyment of the 

holiday.pleasurean experience or activity that makes you feel happy and satisfied:The 

game was a pleasure to watch. | One of her greatest pleasures was walking in the 

mountains. | Ted enjoyed the simple pleasures of life: his family, his home, and his  

garden. | Reading for pleasure is an essential part of a child's  

development.entertainmentthings such as performances and films which are intended  
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to be enjoyable:Three musicians provided the entertainment. | What do you do for  

entertainment around here? | There's very little entertainment in the 

evenings.relaxationa way of resting and enjoying yourself:I play the piano mainly for  

relaxation. | Her work left little time for relaxation.leisurethe time when you are not  

working, when you can enjoy yourself – used especially in compounds:People have 

much more leisure time these days. | The form asks you to list your leisure 

activities. | They are planning to build a new leisure centre in the centre of town. | The 

cinema is part of a big leisure complex, which also includes a bowling  

alley. | Thousands of people work in the leisure industry (=they work in bars,  

restaurants, nightclubs etc). | Working mothers have very little time for  

leisure.recreation formalactivities that you do to enjoy yourself:There are plenty of  

parks and places for outdoor recreation. | He says he cooks for recreation (=for  

fun). | The local authority needs to provide better recreation facilities.a good/great  

time especially spokena time when you enjoyed yourself:The kids all had a great  

time. | We had some good times in Japan. | Were the 1960s really such great  

times?sth is a blast informalused when saying that something is a very enjoyable  

experience – a very informal use:The trip was a blast!  

function1 AC /ˈfʌŋkʃən/ noun  1. the purpose or job that something or someone 

hasADJECTIVESan important/key function Your kidneys have an important function – 
they remove waste from your blood.a basic function The most basic function of a 
home is to provide shelter.a useful function These rules serve no useful function.a 

special/particular/specific function Each part of the machine has a special 
function.the main/primary function The main function of a business is to make 
money.a dual function (=two purposes) School has a dual function: to educate 

children and help them to become good citizens.normal function Alcohol affects 
the normal function of the brain.bodily functions (=eating, breathing, going to the 
toilet etc) The nervous system regulates our bodily functions.liver/lung/cell 

function Some drugs can affect liver function.VERBShave a function The two 
switches have different functions.fulfil/serve a function (=have a function) Singing 
seems to serve two functions for birds – defending territory and attracting 

females. | Do speech and writing fulfil the same function?carry out/perform a 
function In her new role she will perform a variety of 
different functions.PREPOSITIONSthe function of sth The function of the courts is to 

maintain the rule of justice.THESAURUS: functionpurposethe purpose of  

something is the reason why it happens or what it is intended to achieve:What is the 

purpose of your visit? | He called a meeting for the purpose of introducing the new 

staff. | Violence serves no useful purpose.usea way in which something is  

used:Computers have many different uses. | Don’t throw those candles away – I’m 

sure I can find a use for them. | She is putting her singing skills to good use as a music  

teacher.applicationa practical way in which technology, knowledge, or study can be 

used:Nuclear energy has a wide range of applications. | The research may 
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have practical applications.2. a large party or official eventADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ functiona social function This room is used for wedding receptions and other social 
functions.an official function The Queen has to attend many official functions.a 

corporate function He has made speeches at various corporate functions.an evening 
function No evening functions are planned for this week.VERBSgo to a 
function also attend a function formal His wife usually attends functions with 

him.hold a function The company holds many social functions for its employees. 

function2 AC /ˈfʌŋkʃən/ verb  to work in the correct or intended 

wayADVERBSfunction correctly/properly Check that all the equipment is functioning 
correctly.function well/effectively/successfully No factory can function 

effectively without a happy workforce. | She has had a liver transplant and her new 
organ is functioning well.function efficiently/smoothly Everyone wants to see the 
economy functioning smoothly again.function normally Flights in and out of Heathrow 

are functioning normally again.function perfectly All systems are functioning 
perfectly.function independently We teach people who have been involved in serious 
accidents to function independently again.barely function (=almost not function at 

all) He was so tired he could barely function.VERBSbe able/unable to 
function Without support staff, a hospital would be unable to function.cease to 

function Her legs have now ceased to function.fail to function What happens if the 
reserve parachute fails to function?continue to function/keep functioning His 
brain continued to function even though he could not move or speak.enable/allow sth 

to function (=make it possible for something to function) Every organization has rules 
which allow it to function.PREPOSITIONSfunction as sth The library will function as an 
extra classroom. 

fund AC /fʌnd/ noun  1. an amount of money that is collected and kept for a 

particular purposeNOUNS + fundan emergency fund We keep an emergency fund in 
case we have unexpected bills to pay.an investment fund (=which buys shares, 
property etc in order to make a profit for investors) The building is currently owned by 

an investment fund.a pension fund (=which pays for people’s pensions) He had been 
paying into a pension fund for the whole of his working life.a campaign fund (=used 
to help a political party or a politician to get elected) These social events help to 

raise campaign funds.a memorial fund (=for remembering the life of someone who 
has died) They launched a memorial fund for Olivia, to support children’s art projects in 

her name.a disaster fund (=used to help people who have been affected by a 
disaster) There was a disaster fund for victims of the earthquake.an appeal 
fund BrE (=one that asks people to give money to help someone, save or repair 

something etc) The appeal fund for the church roof has now reached £65,000.a trust 
fund (=money that belongs to one person, but is controlled by another) The money 
from the sale of the house will go into a trust fund for the children.VERBSset 

up/establish/launch a fund (=start it) They have set up a fund to repair the church 
roof. | They plan to launch an investment fund by raising $40 million from 
investors.manage/administer a fund (=be in charge of it) The fund is managed by 

an investment company.pay sth into a fund All the money 
was paid directly into the fund.a fund is invested in sth The fund is invested in a 
range of securities.fund + NOUNSa fund manager (=someone who decides how to 

invest the money in a fund) As market conditions change, the fund manager may buy 
and sell stocks.a fund holder (=someone who owns a fund) Fund holders are worried 
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that they will not get their money back.PREPOSITIONSin a fund The money was 

invested in a trust fund.2. money that a person or organization needs or 

has GrammarAlways plural in this meaning. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + fundavailable 

funds All the available funds have now been used.sufficient/insufficient 
funds formal (=enough or not enough) The bank will only transfer the money if there 
are sufficient funds in your account. | The project was cancelled because of insufficient 

funds.limited/unlimited funds Many organizations are fighting for limited funds. | We 
do not have unlimited funds.surplus funds (=extra and not needed for a particular 
purpose) Surplus funds can be invested.government/public funds also federal 

funds AmE There have been claims that ministers misused public funds.private 
funds (=from individuals or companies, not the government) The school was paid for 
entirely by private funds.church/school etc funds A total of $5,800 in church 

funds has been used to help local people.VERBShave funds He did 
not have the funds to pay for the work.raise funds (=get money for something) The 
event was held to raise funds to promote AIDS awareness.provide funds Critics claim 

the scheme did not provide sufficient funds to help those in need.spend funds They 
have no control over how the funds are spent.transfer funds You can transfer 
funds from one account to another.misuse funds (=use them in a dishonest way) He 

was found guilty of misusing public funds.PHRASESa lack/shortage of funds The park 
remains unfinished due to a lack of funds.be short of funds (=not have enough 
money) The museum is so short of funds it may have to sell the painting.access to 

funds (=used for talking about how easy it is to get funds) This account allows 
immediate access to funds.PREPOSITIONSfunds for sth The government will provide 

the funds for this research.funds from sth Political parties are not allowed to 
accept funds from abroad. 

fundamental AC /ˌfʌndəˈmentl◂/ adjective  relating to the most basic and 

important parts of somethingNOUNSa fundamental change A fundamental change is 

needed in the way we use energy.a fundamental difference/distinction There are 
no fundamental differences between the two parties. | A fundamental distinction exists 
between knowing a fact and understanding it.a fundamental problem We need to 

deal with the fundamental problems in society, which make young people want to 
commit crime.a fundamental question/issue The report raises a number 
of fundamental issues. | To reach a solution several fundamental questions need to be 

answered.the fundamental reason/cause The fundamental reason for failure was 
lack of money.a fundamental mistake/error The company made some fundamental 
mistakes in its marketing strategy.a fundamental weakness/flaw (=fault) There is 

a fundamental weakness in his argument. | There is a fundamental flaw in the current 
tax system.fundamental principles Freedom of speech is one of the fundamental 

principles which our democracy is based on.PHRASESsth is of fundamental 
importance (=it is extremely important) This issue is of fundamental 

importance.THESAURUS: fundamental→ basic (1)  

funding AC /ˈfʌndɪŋ/ noun  money that is provided by an organization for a 

particular purposeADJECTIVES/NOUNS + fundinggovernment funding We need 
more government funding for the arts.federal funding (=from the government, 

especially in the US) The agency has federal funding from the US government.public 
funding (=from the government) The charity receives no public funding.private 
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funding (=from people and companies, rather than the government) Many top 

universities rely heavily on private funding.adequate/sufficient funding The main 
problem was a lack of adequate funding.research funding They have applied 

for research funding for the project.extra/additional funding The organization 
requires additional funding of between £8 and £10 million in order to continue its 
work.external funding (=funding from outside an organization) We have been 

successful in attracting external funding.VERBSget/receive funding The 
museum receives funding from the government.get/obtain/find funding (=succeed 
in getting it) They were unable to get funding for their idea.secure funding (=succeed 

in getting it – ‘secure’ sounds more formal and more definite than ‘get’) We hope 
to secure funding for the project from local businesses.apply for funding The group 
successfully applied for funding to build a new youth centre.provide funding The 

university has provided funding for the project.cut funding The 
government cut funding for sport.attract funding They are looking at new ways 
of attracting funding for the school.seek funding The scientists are seeking funding for 

their research work.need funding Theatre groups always say that 
they need more funding.funding comes from sb/sth The funding comes from the 
local authority.funding + NOUNSa funding crisis Universities are facing a 

serious funding crisis.a funding gap (=a difference between the amount of money 
someone has and the amount they need) The group faces a funding gap of more than 
£500 million.funding arrangements The government has changed the funding 

arrangements for schools.a funding application We have submitted several funding 
applications, so far without success.a funding body/agency/council (=an 
organization that provides funding) The Science Research Council is a research-funding 

body in the UK.PREPOSITIONSfunding for sth Funding for the project comes from the 
government.PHRASESa source of funding The shops are the charity’s main source of 
funding. 

funeral /ˈfjuːnərəl/ noun [C]  a religious ceremony for burying or 

cremating (=burning) someone who has diedADJECTIVES/NOUNS + funerala 
big/elaborate funeral There was a big funeral in Westminster Abbey after he died.a 

small/simple funeral She asked to have a simple funeral with a few close family 
members.a public/private funeral A public funeral will be held for the singer in her 
hometown.a state funeral (=a very big funeral that is arranged by the government for 

a very important person) A state funeral will be held for the former US 
president.VERBSa funeral is held/takes place The funeral will be held at St Martin’s 
Church.go to a funeral also attend a funeral formal Hundreds of 

people attended the funeral of the two boys.funeral + NOUNSa funeral 
service/ceremony A priest conducted the funeral service.a funeral 
procession (=the line of people, vehicles etc going to a funeral with the body) We 

watched the funeral procession as it went through London.a funeral pyre (=a fire on 
which a body is burned in some religions) They set fire to the funeral pyre.a funeral 
director (=someone who is paid to organize funerals)a funeral home/parlour (=the 

place where a body is kept before a funeral)the funeral expenses/costs The 
insurance policy will pay your funeral costs.PREPOSITIONSbe at a funeral All his family 
were at the funeral.a funeral for sb There will be a state funeral for the former 

president. 
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funny /ˈfʌni/ adjective (funnierfunniest)  1. making you laughNOUNSa funny 

story The book is a funny story about a young robot called Tonk.a funny 
joke Someone told me a really funny joke.a funny book/film/play etc ‘Shrek’ is 
such a funny film.a funny scene/line/part The play has some funny lines in it.a 

funny moment There were several funny moments during the trip.VERBSfind sth 
funny (=think that something is funny) I didn’t find the video funny at all.look/sound 
funny John looked funny in his new 

hat.ADVERBShilariously/hysterically/outrageously funny (=extremely funny) The 
film is hilariously funny.wickedly funny (=very funny but slightly cruel) He did 
some wickedly funny impressions of his classmates.wonderfully/brilliantly 

funny This is a wonderfully funny book.wildly funny The kids all seemed to think it 
was wildly funny.genuinely funny He was a genuinely funny man.unintentionally 
funny Some parts of the film are unintentionally funny.not that funny A lot of his 

jokes aren’t that funny.PHRASESsee the funny side (=see that something is partly 

funny) Luckily, when I explained the situation, he saw the funny side.THESAURUS: 

funnyamusinganecdote | story | incident | tale | moment | company | spectac

lefunny and enjoyable. Amusing is more formal than funny. It is often used when 

something is a little funny and makes you smile, rather than laugh:The book contains  

many amusing anecdotes about his time in the army (=interesting stories about things  

that happened to you). | Thackeray tells an amusing story about the events of that  

day. | He recalled an amusing incident which happened on his wedding day. | She 

recounted some amusing tales of her time in France. | There are some highly 

amusing moments in the film. | He is very amusing company (=he says things that  

make you smile and you enjoy being with him). | It should be a highly 

amusing spectacle. | His parents didn’t find the situation  

very amusing.humorouslook | story | tale | account | anecdote | moment | spe

ech | verse | styleintended to be funny – used about stories, films, articles etc that  

have situations that are a little funny:The novel takes a humorous look at  

relationships. | It’s a humorous short story set in New York. | It is a humorous tale of  

friendship. | The book is a lively, humorous account of the author’s early years in  

Canada. | Maybe you have a humorous anecdote you’d like to share. | There were 

some mildly humorous moments in the film. | He gave a humorous speech at the 

wedding. | She has written a book of humorous verse. | The article is written in  

a humorous style.light-heartedlook | comedy | fun | conversation | banterdone 

for amusement or enjoyment, and not intended to be serious:The programme is  

a light-hearted look at recent political events. | The film is a light-hearted  

comedy. | The jokes were all good light-hearted fun. | He made some light-hearted  

conversation. | There was some light-hearted banter between Kim and 

Frank (=conversation in which friends or colleagues gently tease each  

other).wittyremark | comment | conversation | repartee | dialogue | line | scrip

t | comedy | riposteusing words in a funny and clever way:Dan often makes witty  
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remarks. | Amal is always ready with a witty comment. | I laughed at her witty  

conversation. | He had some jokes and witty repartee to entertain us (=conversation in  

which someone gives clever funny answers). | She has written some very witty  

dialogue. | The movie contains some witty lines. | Good performances and a witty  

script make for a very entertaining film. | This is an intelligent and witty comedy. | He 

managed to come up with a witty riposte (=a witty  

reply).comicopera | novel | tale | drama | performer | performance | character 

| geniusa comic opera, novel etc is intended to be funny. Comic is also used about  

performers and characters:The comic opera of Gilbert and Sullivan is a regular feature  

on the programme. | This comic novel is about the daily life of the Slivenowicz  

family. | It is a darkly comic tale of greed and power. | The film is a comic  

drama starring Penélope Cruz. | There are some wonderful comic performances in the 

film. | Walt Disney created some famous comic characters. | Charlie Chaplin was  

a comic genius (=a brilliantly funny performer).comicalfunny in a strange or silly way,  

especially without intending to be funny:There was something rather comical about the 

situation. | He plays a comical little man who is full of his own self-importance. | I  

talked, in my comical Japanese, about cultural differences between Japan and the 

US.hilariousstory | tale | show | parody | moment | scene | consequencesextre

mely funny:She told me a hilarious story about how they met each other. | This is  

a hilarious tale of life and love. | It’s a fast-paced, illuminating, and frequently hilarious  

show. | It was a hilarious parody of a cowboy movie (=a funny film, book etc that  

copies another more serious film, book etc). | There is one particularly hilarious  

moment in the play. | There is a hilarious scene in which she prepares herself for her  

date. | In the film, she starts her own restaurant, with hilarious  

consequences.hysterical informalextremely funny:You should have seen the look on 

his face. It was hysterical! Hysterical is used in informal spoken English. It does not  

have any strong collocations, and is often used after the verb be. 2. a little 

strangeVERBSseem funny It seems funny that he didn’t 
call.sound/look/smell/taste funny The milk tasted funny.feel funny I feel a bit 

funny – I need to sit down.NOUNSa funny feeling I had a funny feeling that I’d seen 
her somewhere before.a funny situation No one knew what to do – it was a funny 
situation.a funny sound/noise There was a funny sound coming from the engine.a 

funny smell/taste What’s that funny smell? 

fur /fɜː $ fɜːr/ noun  the thick soft hair that covers the bodies of some animals, 

which is sometimes used for making clothesADJECTIVESblack/white/brown/grey 

fur The fox has reddish brown fur.fake fur The hood of the coat was trimmed with fake 
fur.real fur Her coat was made from real fur.soft/thick fur The rabbit has short soft 
fur.NOUNS + furanimal/fox/rabbit etc fur I never wear clothes made from animal 

fur.fur + NOUNSa fur coat/hat/jacket He was wearing a fur hat.a fur collar The coat 
had a fur collar.the fur trade Many people campaign against the fur trade.a fur 
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trader His grandfather had been a fur trader.a fur farm (=a place where animals are 

kept and bred for their fur) Fur farms are cruel and should be banned.VERBSstroke 
sth’s fur He stroked the cat’s soft fur.wear fur Do you think it is wrong to wear 

fur? When talking about dogs, you usually say coat: Our dog has nice shiny coat. You  

use fur about cats, rabbits, foxes, bears etc.When talking about the whole of an  

animal’s fur used as a rug or a decoration, you usually say skin: There was  

a sheepskin rug on the floor.  

furious /ˈfjʊəriəs $ ˈfjʊr-/ adjective  THESAURUS > angry 

furniture /ˈfɜːnɪtʃə $ ˈfɜːrnɪtʃər/ noun  objects such as chairs, tables, beds, and 

cupboards Furniture is uncountable. Don’t say  

‘furnitures’. ADJECTIVESold/antique/period furniture The house was filled 

with antique furniture.modern furniture Modern furniture can be rather 
uncomfortable.wooden furniture The bedrooms all had wooden 

furniture.pine/oak/mahogany furniture Pine furniture was fashionable in the 
1970s.second-hand furniture The landlord had furnished the flat with second-hand 
furniture.fine furniture (=furniture of very high quality) Rosewood is used mainly for 

making fine furniture.flat-pack furniture BrE (=furniture that you buy in a box and 
put together yourself) I spent the afternoon trying to assemble some flat-pack 
furniture.reproduction furniture (=furniture made using copies of old designs) The 

shop sells reproduction furniture.NOUNS + furniturehousehold furniture (=furniture 
for the home, or in someone’s home) We sold all the household furniture when my 
grandmother died.office furniture They sell office furniture such as desks and filing 

cabinets.garden furniture BrE lawn furniture AmE Sales of garden furniture go up in 
the summer.furniture + NOUNSa furniture store also a furniture shop BrE She works 
in a furniture store.a furniture maker/manufacturer My father was a furniture 

maker.furniture design Furniture design has changed over the last century.a 
furniture designer Thomas Chippendale was an English furniture designer.a 
furniture restorer (=someone who repairs old furniture) Furniture restorers can be 

very expensive.furniture polish He polished the table with furniture 
polish.VERBSmake furniture The company makes traditional pine furniture.move the 
furniture We helped move the furniture.arrange/rearrange the 

furniture They rearranged the furniture, to make the room look bigger.PHRASESa 
piece of furniture also an item of furniture formal The table was the only piece of 

furniture in the room. 

fury /ˈfjʊəri $ ˈfjʊri/ noun  extreme, often uncontrolled, angerPHRASESbe 

shaking with fury Her face had turned bright red, and she was shaking with fury.sb’s 
face is twisted/contorted with fury The man was so angry that his face was 

twisted with fury.VERBScause/provoke fury The decision caused fury among local 
people.vent your fury (=express it) He vented his fury by kicking over a wastepaper 
basket.ADJECTIVESpent-up/suppressed fury (=which has not been expressed) All 

her pent-up fury came pouring out.cold fury There was a cold fury in her 
voice.PREPOSITIONSin fury She began screaming at her husband in fury.in a fury He 
stormed out of the room, slamming the door in a fury. 
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fuss /fʌs/ noun  a lot of worry, anger, or excitement, usually about unimportant 

thingsADJECTIVESa big/great/huge fuss There was a big fuss when he couldn’t find 
the keys.unnecessary fuss I can’t understand all this unnecessary 
fuss.VERBSmake/kick up/create a fuss There’s no need to make such a fuss.cause 

a fuss The new rules caused a lot of fuss.fuss surrounds sth After all 
the fuss that surrounded the film, I expected it to be really 
shocking.PREPOSITIONSwithout (any) fuss The children went upstairs quietly 

and without any fuss.a fuss about/over sth There was a big fuss about who was 
going to sit at the head of the table.PHRASESa (big) fuss about nothing People 
complained that the buildings would spoil the view, but it was all a big fuss about 

nothing.what all the fuss is about (=why people are worried, angry, or excited) It’s 
just a football game – I don’t understand what all the fuss is about.with little fuss The 
move took place with little fuss.with the minimum of fuss/with minimum 

fuss (=with hardly any problems or interruptions) The workmen did the job quickly 
and with the minimum of fuss. 

futile /ˈfjuːtaɪl $ -tl/ adjective  THESAURUS > useless 

future1 noun  the time after the present, or what will happen to someone or 

something thenPHRASESin the near future (=soon) We’re planning to move house in 

the near future.in the immediate future (=very soon) There will be no major changes 
in the immediate future.in the distant future (=a very long time from now) I don’t 
worry about what might happen in the distant future.in the dim and distant 

future (=such a long time from now that you do not know if something will ever 
happen) He plans to get married in the dim and distant future.in the not too distant 
future (=quite soon) We’re planning to go there again in the not too distant future.for 

the foreseeable future (=for as long as you can imagine) The population is expected 
to keep growing for the foreseeable future.sb’s plans/hopes for the future What are 
your hopes for the future?worries about the future I don’t have any worries about 

the future.what the future holds/will bring (=what will happen) No one knows what 
the future holds for the company.sb has a great/bright future ahead of them He’s 
a fantastic actor and has a great future ahead of him.sb’s/sth’s future is in sb’s 

hands (=they will decide or control it) The corporation’s future is in the hands of a new 
management team.ADJECTIVESa great/good future The country has a great 
future.the long-term future (=a long time from now) The long-term future of the 

collection remains uncertain.a bright/promising/rosy future (=likely to be good or 
successful) Her future as a tennis player looks promising.a bleak/grim/dark 
future (=without anything to make you feel hopeful) The theatre is losing money and 

its future looks bleak.an uncertain future (=not clear or decided) The college’s future 
is now uncertain.a secure future (=good and definite) This job offers a secure 
future.sb’s/sth’s financial future He wanted a secure financial future for his 

family.sb’s/sth’s political future His political future depends on the outcome of the 
war.a country’s economic future Graduates are crucial to Britain’s economic 
future.VERBS + futurepredict the future No one can predict the future.foretell the 

future (=say what will happen in the future, especially using magical powers) The god 
Apollo gave her the power to foretell the future.see/look into the future (=know 

what will happen in the future) I wish I could see into the future.look to the 
future (=think about or plan for the future) She could now look to the future with 
confidence.plan/make plans for the future As soon as she knew she was pregnant, 
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she started to plan for the future.have a ... future The company has a great 

future.face a bleak/grim etc future Many pensioners face a bleak future.threaten 
sb’s/sth’s future Global warming is threatening the future of life on this 

planet.build/create a future We will work together to build a better future.shape 
sb’s future Your boss is the one who recommends you for promotions and shapes your 
future.secure/ensure/safeguard sth’s/sb’s future (=make sure that they will 

continue or be all right) We have secured the future of the railway.future + VERBSthe 
future looks good/bright etc The future looks good for the company.sb’s/sth’s 
future lies in/with sth (=is related to a particular thing) The country’s economic 

future lies with its skilled workforce.PREPOSITIONSin the future This lack of control 

may cause problems in the future. In British English, in future is used to mean “from  

now”: I will be more careful in future. THESAURUS: futureTHE TIME AFTER  

NOWfrom now onused when saying that something will always happen in the future,  

starting from now:From now on, I’m not letting anyone borrow my car. | The meetings  

will be held once a month from now on. | From now on, you will have to make your  

own lunch. | From now on, homeowners will have to get a city permit if they want to  

build an addition onto their homes.years/days etc to comefor a long time in the 

future:In years to come, people will look back on the 20th century as a turning point in  

history. | Nuclear power stations will still be needed for a long time to come.in the 

long/short/medium termuse this to talk about what will happen over a period from 

now until a long, short etc time in the future:We don’t know what will happen in the 

long term. | In the short term, things look good. | Aid to these countries is bound to  

run into billions of dollars in the long term.on the horizonused when talking about  

what is likely to happen in the future:There are some big changes on the horizon.WHAT  

WILL HAPPEN TO SB/STHsb’s/sth’s futurewhat will happen to someone or  

something:He knew that his future was in films. | Shareholders will meet to decide the 

company’s future.fatesomeone or something’s future – used especially when you are 

worried that something bad could happen:The fate of the hostages remains  

uncertain. | The show’s fate lies in the hands of TV bosses (=they will decide what  

happens to it).destinywhat will happen to someone in their life, especially something  

important:Sartre believed that everyone is in charge of their own destiny. | He thinks  

that it is his destiny to lead the country.the outlookwhat will happen, especially  

concerning business, the economy, or the weather:The economic outlook looks  

good. | Here is the weather outlook for tomorrow.prospectthe idea or possibility that  

something will happen:They face the prospect of another terrorist attack. | Prospects  

for a peace settlement don’t look too good.fortunewhat will happen to a person,  

organization etc in the future – used especially when talking about whether or not they 

will be successful:Fans are hoping for a change in the club’s fortunes. | Two years ago,  

my financial fortunes took a turn for the better (=they improved). | In 1680 he decided 

that his fortune lay in the theatre.  
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future2 /ˈfjuːtʃə $ -ər/ adjective [only before noun]  likely to happen or exist at a 

time after the presentfuture + NOUNSfuture generations It is important to preserve 
the countryside for future generations.future plans I don’t know what my future 
plans are at the moment.future events The leaflet has details of future events at the 

college.future development/direction He feels uncertain about the future 
direction of his career.future growth Research is vital for the future growth of the 
company.a future role There has been a lot of discussion about the future role of the 

monarchy.future research/work This is a topic for future research.future 
prospects (=what is likely to happen to someone or something) The team’s future 
prospects look good.future success We’re looking forward to the future success of the 

team.sb’s future wife/husband (=the person who you later marry) She met 
her future husband while they were at university.PHRASESin future years We are 
hoping the birds will survive, and breed in future years.at a future date (=at some 

time in the future) The decision will be made at some future date.for future use They 
kept the other bottles for future use.for future reference (=for you to look at for 
information in the future) He took some notes for future reference. 

 

Letter G 

gadget /ˈɡædʒət, ˈɡædʒɪt/ noun [C]  a small, useful, and cleverly designed 

machine or toolADJECTIVES/NOUNS + gadgeta useful/handy gadget This handy 

gadget tells you when the meat is cooked.a nifty/neat little gadget informal (=a 
clever gadget) There’s a nifty little gadget for peeling potatoes.the latest gadget The 
kitchen has all the latest gadgets.an electronic/electrical gadget The building is full 

of electronic gadgets for controlling the lighting and the temperature.a high-tech 
gadget The car has all kinds of high-tech gadgets.a kitchen/household gadget He 
loves buying household gadgets.PREPOSITIONSa gadget for doing sth I bought a 

clever little gadget for sharpening knives.THESAURUS: gadget→ machine 

gain1 /ɡeɪn/ verb  to get or achieve somethingNOUNSgain control/power The 

army had already gained control of the city. | The government of mainland 
China gained control of the island in 1683. | Many women wanted to gain power in a 
male-dominated world.gain independence In 1962, Jamaica gained 

independence from Britain.gain a reputation He had gained a reputation as a hard 
worker.gain support/acceptance The proposal failed 
to gain much support. | Governments gain popularity by cutting taxes. | The theory has 

gradually gained acceptance among scientists.gain credibility (=start to be believed 
or trusted, or start to be thought of as good) Film actors feel that they gain 
credibility when they perform on stage.gain experience/knowledge Voluntary work 

is a good way of gaining experience. | Knowledge gained from the research will be used 
directly to help patients.gain confidence As you gain confidence you will become a 
better driver.gain strength He is beginning to gain strength again after his illness.gain 

an understanding of sth/gain an insight into sth Drama is a way for children 
to gain an understanding of themselves and others. | You can gain an insight 
into horses’ feelings by watching their behaviour.gain momentum (=make progress 

and become more successful) His campaign to become president was starting to gain 
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momentum.gain notoriety (=become famous, especially for doing something bad) The 

only reason she makes these outrageous comments is to gain notoriety. | He gained 
notoriety as the author of a controversial novel.ADVERBSquickly/rapidly gain 

sth Adam quickly gained the respect of the soldiers under his command.steadily gain 
sth The party was steadily gaining more support.gradually gain sth He is gradually 
gaining confidence in his own abilities.PREPOSITIONSgain in 

popularity/confidence/strength/size etc (=become more popular, confident 
etc) The sport seems to be gaining in popularity.gain (sth) from sth Children gain a 
lot from reading books. | He did not in any way gain from her death.PHRASESstand to 

gain (sth) (=used when someone is likely to gain advantages from something) The 
rich stand to gain the most from the tax cuts.have a lot/much to gain (from 
sth) Schools have much to gain from adopting new technologies.have little/nothing 

to gain (from sth) He has nothing to gain from lying about the situation.have 
something to gain (from sth) Is there anyone who had something to gain from her 

death?THESAURUS: gain→ get (1)  

gain2 /geɪn/ noun  an improvement, an increase, or a benefitADJECTIVESa 

big/significant/substantial gain The company has achieved significant gains in 
productivity.a modest gain (=fairly small) Buyers expect to make a modest gain over 

time, and not become rich overnight.potential gain (=possible) A businessman saw 
the potential gain and decided to support the idea.immediate gain Sometimes you 
have to sacrifice immediate gain for long-term advantage.short-term gain (=in the 

period not very far into the future) Political parties are only interested in short-term 
gain.long-term gain (=in the distant future) Are you prepared to suffer short-term 
pain for long-term gain?economic/financial/political gain Criminals should not 

receive financial gain from writing about their crimes.personal/private gain (=for 
yourself) She is motivated entirely by personal gain.net gain (=after considering all 
you have lost and gained) Labour made a net gain of 39 seats in the 

election.VERBSmake/achieve a gain The party made considerable gains at local 
elections.result in a gain Leg exercises can also result in gains in the upper 

body.show a gain February sales showed a gain of 0.4%.report/post a 
gain (=announce a gain in profits) Stores posted big gains over the Christmas 
period.PREPOSITIONSgains in sth There have been substantial gains in efficiency. 

gale /ɡeɪl/ noun  a very strong windADJECTIVESa severe/strong gale Severe 

gales prevented the plane from taking off.a fierce gale (=very strong) The tree was 
blown down during a fierce gale.a howling gale (=that makes a lot of 
noise) Suddenly, through the howling gale she heard a cry.a force 5/8/10 etc 

gale (=a severe gale of a particular strength) He had to get the ship into port in a force 
nine gale.VERBSa gale blows A gale had been blowing all afternoon.a gale sweeps 
sth (=blow sacross a place) Strong gales have been sweeping the south coast.it’s 

blowing a gale BrE spoken (=the wind is blowing very strongly) It was blowing a 
gale last night.gale + NOUNSgale force (=a measurement showing that a wind is 
extremely strong) The winds had increased to gale force.PREPOSITIONSin a gale Some 

roof tiles had come off in a gale.THESAURUS: gale→ wind 

gallery /ˈɡæləri/ noun  a building where people can see pieces of 

artADJECTIVES/NOUNS + galleryan art gallery I first saw his paintings in an art 
gallery in Spain.a picture gallery The picture gallery is full of treasures.a portrait 
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gallery (=showing paintings of people) The latest painting of Queen Elizabeth is on 

display at the National Portrait Gallery.a private gallery (=owned by a private 
person) The drawing was sold to a private gallery.a national gallery (=owned by a 

country) Edinburgh has three national galleries.VERBSvisit/go to a gallery The 
children visited the gallery on a school trip.a painting hangs in a gallery Many of her 
pictures hang in the National Gallery of Canada.a gallery shows sth also a gallery 

exhibits sth formal The gallery is showing a series of watercolour works.a gallery 
contains sth also a gallery houses sth formal Today the gallery houses a fine 
collection of photographs and paintings.exhibit sth in/at a gallery It was the first 

time that the paintings had been exhibited in a gallery.gallery + NOUNSgallery 
space (=an area for displaying art) She exhibited her work in the gallery space of the 
Institute of Art and Technology.PREPOSITIONSat a gallery More of his work is on 

show at the gallery.in a gallery It is one of my favourite pictures in the gallery. 

gamble1 /ˈɡæmbəl/ verb  to risk money or possessions on the result of 

something such as a card game or a race, when you do not know for certain what the 
result will be: Eddie loved to gamble, and would spend most evenings at the roulette 

table.PHRASESgamble sth away Her father gambled all the money away and they 

were left with nothing.THESAURUS: gamblebet/have a betto try to win money 

by guessing who will win a race or game:He liked to smoke, drink, and bet  

on horses. | Jerry bet $1,000 on the game. | We had a bet on the Irish team to 

win.put £10/$20 etc on sthto gamble £10, $20 etc on the horse or team that you 

think will win a race or competition:I put $100 on the Cowboys to win.have a 

flutter BrE informalto gamble a small amount of money, especially on the result of a  

horse race. Used especially when someone does not gamble very often:I’m not a heavy  

gambler, but I like to have a flutter from time to time. | I had a little flutter on the 

Grand National and won £5.play for moneyto gamble money on the result of a game 

which you are playing:“Are we playing for money here, gentlemen?” he said as he 

approached the pool table. | You’re allowed to play cards in the bar, but not for  

money.backto gamble money on a particular horse, team etc that you think will win a  

race or competition:When I back a horse, it always seems to finish second.  

gamble2 /ˈgæmbəl/ noun  an action or plan that involves a risk but that you 

hope will succeedADJECTIVESa big/huge/enormous gamble Giving him the job 
seemed like a big gamble.a calculated gamble (=in which you consider the risks very 

carefully) He made a calculated gamble that an early election would return his party to 
power.a desperate gamble The parents took a desperate gamble by throwing their 
baby out of the burning building.a reckless gamble (=not at all careful) He described 

the spending cuts as a reckless gamble with people’s livelihoods.a political 
gamble The decision was a huge political gamble.VERBStake a gamble He was never 
afraid to take a gamble.a gamble pays off (=succeeds) She gave up a career in law to 

become an actor, but the gamble has paid off.a gamble fails You must prepare for the 
possibility that a gamble might fail.PREPOSITIONSa gamble on sth/sb The 
publishers’ gamble on an unknown author paid off.PHRASESbe something of a 

gamble also be a bit of a gamble spoken (=involve an amount of risk) A few years 
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ago, launching a weekly magazine for men would have been something of a 

gamble. | It was a bit of a gamble putting him on the team, but he played well. 

gambler noun  someone who likes to risk money on the result of card games, 

races etcADJECTIVESa heavy gambler (=someone who gambles a lot and loses a lot of 
money) Her father was a heavy gambler and he was always in debt.a compulsive 
gambler (=someone who cannot stop gambling) The organization was set up to 

help compulsive gamblers.an inveterate gambler (=someone who often 
gambles) Uncle Cosmo was an inveterate gambler who was always hoping for a big win 
on the horses.a professional gambler Many professional gamblers owe great sums of 

money to other gamblers.an online gambler The majority of online gamblers play 
poker. 

game /ɡeɪm/ noun  an activity in which you try to win according to agreed rules, 

or an occasion when a game is playedVERBSplay a game They explained how to play 
the game.have a game BrE They were having a game of golf.see/watch a game Did 
you see the game last night?win/lose a game Our team won the game with a last-

minute goal. | Arsenal lost the game because of a mistake by their goalkeeper.draw a 
game BrE (=end the game with the same score as the opposing team or player) We 
played badly and were lucky to draw the game.the game is tied (=both teams or 

players have the same score) The game was tied 10–10 at half-
time.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + gamea close/tight game (=when both teams or players 
play equally well and might win) It was a close game and we should have won it.a 

tough/hard game (=one that is hard to win) They are a good team, and it will be a 
very tough game for us.a card/board/ball game Bridge is a card game for four 
people. | When we couldn’t go outside because it was raining, we played board 

games.a computer/video game He was up all night playing computer games.a team 
game I wasn’t very good at team games when I was at school.a party game The kids 
had fun playing party games.indoor games There is a hall for indoor games and social 

functions.a basketball/baseball/football etc game AmE He was watching a baseball 
game on TV.a home game (=played at a team’s own sports field) Next Saturday 

Liverpool have a home game against Manchester United.an away game (=played at 
an opposing team’s sports field) We didn’t win any away games last season.a league 
game (=played as part of a league competition) There’s a big league game against 

Chelsea on Saturday.a cup game (=played as part of a cup competition) He hopes to 
play in the cup game on Wednesday.PREPOSITIONSa game of tennis/football etc We 
played another game of chess.a game against/with sb I watched their last game 

against Holland.PHRASESthe rules of the game It’s against the rules of the game to 
pick up the ball. 

gang /ɡæŋ/ noun  a group of young people who spend time together, often one 

that fights against other groupsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + ganga criminal gang He had 

links with a criminal gang.a rival gang (=that another gang competes or fights 
with) Fighting between rival gangs left dozens of people injured.a street gang (=which 
spends a lot of time on the streets) He belonged to a notorious street gang in 

Chicago.an armed gang (=with guns) An armed gang stole jewels worth more than 
five million pounds.a masked gang (=wearing masks to cover their faces) She woke 

up to find a masked gang in her bedroom.a teenage gang Teenage gangs often carry 
knives to make themselves look tough.VERBSjoin a gang He was only eight when 
he joined the gang.belong to a gang Eleven men belonging to a local gang were 
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arrested.gang + NOUNSa gang member also a member of a gang Shootings by gang 

members have increased.a gang leader Gang leaders used cellphones to order the 
attacks.gang violence Local people say that gang violence is common.gang 

crime (=crime committed by gangs) Most gang crime happens between gang 
members.gang warfare (=fighting between gangs) Gang warfare is wrecking the 
neighborhood.gang activity In most areas, gun crime is linked to gang activity.gang 

culture Tattoos have become an important part of gang culture.PREPOSITIONSa gang 
of kids/youths etc There are always gangs of kids hanging around.be in a 
gang (=be a member of a gang) Has he ever been in a gang? 

gap /ɡæp/ noun  1. a big difference between two situations, amounts, groups of 

people etcADJECTIVESa big/large/wide gap There is a big gap between our system 
and theirs.a huge/enormous gap A huge gap still exists between rich and poor.a 
yawning gap (=a very big difference) There was a yawning gap between the earnings 

of men and women.a narrow gap The gap between the two candidates is very 
narrow.a growing/widening gap There is a growing gap in the academic 
performance of boys and girls.an unbridgeable gap (=a difference that cannot be 

reduced or overcome) He felt that there was an unbridgeable gap between the 
negotiating positions of the two sides.a cultural gap (=a difference between 

cultures) There is a cultural gap between Europe and America on this subject.NOUNS 

+ gapan age gap (=a difference in age between two people) There is a big age gap 
between them – she’s 17 and he’s 52.a generation gap (=the difference in attitudes 

between older and younger people) One reason for the generation gap is that younger 
people have been brought up in a very different way from their parents.the gender 
gap (=the difference between the situation of men and women) The gender gap was 

visible in the way men and women voted during the presidential elections.the trade 
gap (=the difference between the amounts a country imports and 
exports) Britain’s trade gap almost doubled last month.VERBSbridge/close/narrow 

the gap (=make it less big) The book aims to bridge the gap between theory and 
practice. | The policies are designed to close the gap between rich and poor.widen the 
gap Technology has widened the gap between people with and without computer 

skills.the gap narrows/widens (=gets smaller or bigger) The 
gap is widening between rich and poor. | Polls show the gap between the two 
candidates has narrowed.a gap exists A cultural gap exists between the older and the 

younger generations.a gap separates people/things The gap separating winners and 
losers has widened.PREPOSITIONSa gap between sth and sth The gap 
between rich and poor has grown wider.2. a space between two thingsADJECTIVESa 

narrow/small/little/tiny gap She has a small gap between her front teeth.a 
big/wide/enormous/massive gap There is a big gap in the fence.VERBSfill in/seal 
a gap We filled in the gaps around the windows.a gap opens up A gap had opened up 

between the wall and the ceiling.PREPOSITIONSa gap between There are gaps 
between the floorboards.3. a situation in which there is something missingADJECTIVESa 
big/large/huge/great gap There were huge gaps in his story.an important/major 

gap The present study aims to fill an important gap in the 
research.VERBSleave/create a gap His mother’s death left a big gap in his 
life.fill/plug a gap This machine has been designed to fill a gap in the 

market.identify/spot a gap Losey had identified a gap in the existing 
research.PREPOSITIONSa gap in sth There are still many gaps in our knowledge of the 
laws of physics. 
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garage /ˈɡærɪdʒ, -ɑːʒ $ ɡəˈrɑːʒ/ noun  1. a building for keeping a car in, usually 

next to or attached to a houseADJECTIVESa double/two-car garage (=for two 
cars) The house had a double garage.a single/one-car garage (=for one car) A single 
garage could increase the price of a house by 8%.a detached garage (=not joined to 

a house) The house benefits from a large detached garage.an integral garage (=part 
of a house and not a separate building) The house has huge gardens and an integral 
garage.a lock-up garage BrE (=that you rent to keep a car or goods in) They kept the 

car in a lock-up garage round the corner.VERBSput the car in the garage Dad’s 
just putting the car in the garage.get the car out of the garage Wait here while I get 
the car out of the garage.garage + NOUNSthe garage door/roof/wall She locked 

the garage door.a garage sale AmE (=a sale of used furniture, clothes etc held in a 
garage) I bought the albums for 50 cents each at a garage sale.PREPOSITIONSin a 
garage What car do you have in your garage?2. a place where motor vehicles are 

repairedVERBStake a car/truck etc to a garage I’m taking my car to the garage in 
the morning.work in a garage He works as a mechanic in a local garage.ADJECTIVESa 
local garage He bought the car from a local garage.garage + NOUNSa garage 

mechanic The garage mechanic said her car needed two new tyres.a garage 
owner also a garage proprietor formal They supplied cheap petrol to garage 

owners.a garage forecourt BrE (=a large open area in front of a garage) We drove 
onto the garage forecourt.PREPOSITIONSat a garage My car’s at the garage having its 
brakes fixed. 

garbage /ˈɡɑːbɪdʒ $ ˈɡɑːr-/ noun  AmE waste material, such as paper, empty 

containers, and food thrown awayVERBStake/put the garbage out Can you take the 
garbage out for me? | I forgot to put the garbage out on Monday night.dump 
garbage (=leave it in a place, especially where it should not be) At the time, the 

city dumped surplus garbage into the bay.collect the garbage They come to collect 
the garbage once every week.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + garbagehousehold 
garbage (=produced by people at home) Here are some ideas for reducing 

your household garbage.kitchen garbage How can I keep the kitchen garbage from 
smelling bad?recyclable garbage (=that can be treated and used again) The blue box 
is for recyclable garbage.rotting garbage (=decaying) The smell of rotting 

garbage was overpowering.garbage + NOUNSa garbage can (=a container with a lid for 
holding waste until it can be taken away) Go and put it in the garbage can.a garbage 

truck The garbage truck had already taken the bags away.a garbage collector also a 
garbage man informal She didn’t want the garbage collectors seeing what she’d 
thrown out.garbage collection People want more frequent garbage collection.a 

garbage bag/sack (=a large plastic bag for putting garbage in) Vegetable waste 
should be put in the green garbage bag.a garbage dump (=a place where garbage is 
taken and left) I’m going to take these old toys to the garbage dump.a garbage 

picker (=someone who searches through garbage to see if they can find anything they 
want) These garbage pickers survive by collecting empty plastic bottles.a garbage 
disposal (=a small machine in a kitchen sink which breaks vegetable waste into small 

pieces and gets rid of it) You can put the potato peelings in the garbage 
disposal.PREPOSITIONSin the garbage Don’t throw glass in the garbage – recycle 

it. In British English, people usually say rubbish.  
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garden /ˈɡɑːdn $ ˈɡɑːr-/ noun  especially BrE the area of land next to a house, 

where there are flowers, grass, and other plantsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + gardena 
beautiful/lovely garden The cottage has a beautiful garden with lots of pretty 
flowers.the front garden (=at the front of a house) Our house only has a small front 

garden.the back garden (=at the back of a house) The children are playing in the 
back garden.a flower/rose/vegetable/herb garden The vegetable garden has rows 
of cabbages and lettuces.a well-kept/tidy/neat garden The hotel is set in a well-

kept garden.an overgrown garden (=covered with plants that have grown in an 
uncontrolled way) The garden is getting rather overgrown.a secluded 
garden (=private and quiet) There is a secluded garden where patients can sit.a 

kitchen garden (=where you grow vegetables, herbs etc) The kitchen garden supplies 
vegetables to the manor house.a walled garden (=with a wall around it) Walled 
gardens are good for growing fruit trees, because they protect the trees from the 

wind.a rock garden (=a garden with rocks that have plants growing between 
them) Alpine plants are suitable for rock gardens.VERBSwater the garden I need to 
water the garden – the soil is really dry.weed the garden (=remove unwanted wild 

plants) She was outside weeding the garden.do the garden informal (=take care of it 
by doing gardening) Grandad is too old to do the garden himself.plant a 

garden They planted a beautiful rose garden in her memory.design a garden Ask a 
professional to design your garden.garden + NOUNSa garden centre (=a shop selling 
plants and things for the garden) She has gone to the garden centre to get some new 

plants.a garden shed (=a small building in the garden for storing tools and 
equipment) The lawnmower is kept in the garden shed.a garden 
path/gate/wall Martin was waiting by the garden gate. | Elaine walked up the garden 

path and into the house.garden waste (=grass, leaves etc that you have cut and do 
not want) You can use garden waste to make compost.a garden pond (=a small area 
of water in a garden) The garden pond was full of fish.garden furniture BrE (=chairs 

and tables used in a garden) We bought some new garden furniture for summer 
barbecues.garden tools (=tools that you use for digging, planting etc in the 
garden) Choose the right garden tool and you’ll do the job properly.a garden hose (=a 

long rubber tube used for watering a garden) He accidentally left the garden 
hose running.a garden gnome (=a stone or plastic figure in a garden, which looks like 
a little old man with a pointed hat) Somebody had stolen one of their garden 

gnomes.PREPOSITIONSin the garden She is outside in the garden.PHRASES(at) the 
bottom of the garden (=the part furthest from the house) There was a big apple tree 

at the bottom of the garden. In American English, people usually  

say yard. THESAURUS: gardenAREAS AND STRUCTURES IN A GARDENlawnan 

area of short grass in a garden:They were sitting on the front lawn of the 

house.flowerbedan area of ground where you grow flowers:The flowerbeds were full  

of roses. | The flowerbeds look well maintained.rockery BrEan area of a garden where 

there are rocks with small flowers growing between them:There was a rockery with  

some beautiful alpine plants.hedgea row of small bushes or trees growing close 

together, used for dividing one garden from another:There is a high hedge which hides  

the road.vegetable patch/plot also kitchen garden BrEa part of a garden where 
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you grow vegetables:She has a vegetable patch where she grows a few lettuces and 

tomatoes.patioa flat stone area next to a house, where people sit outside:We had 

cocktails on the patio before dinner.ponda small area of water in a garden:Ponds are 

good for encouraging wildlife to come into the garden.water featurea small pool or  

structure with water running through it, used to make a garden look more 

attractivegreenhousea glass building where you can grow plants that need protection  

from the weathersheda small wooden building in a garden, where you can store 

thingsdeckinga flat wooden area in a garden, where people can sitWORK YOU DO IN A  

GARDENcut the grass/mow the lawnto cut grass using a machine:I need to mow the 

lawn.trim a hedgeto make a hedge look neater by cutting small pieces off it:Hedges  

need to be trimmed regularly in summer.cut back/prune shrubsto cut pieces off a  

bush in order to make it grow better:March is the ideal time for pruning roses.weed 

the flowerbeds/do some weedingto remove unwanted plants:Dad was doing some 

weeding.sow seedsto put seeds in the ground:The children had been sowing  

sunflower seeds.plant a plant/treeto put a plant or tree in the ground so that it will  

grow:They’d planted a row of cherry trees.deadhead plantsto remove the dead or  

dying flowers from a plant:When deadheading roses, make sure you use sharp pruning  

scissors.  

garment /ˈgɑːmənt $ ˈgɑːr-/ noun  THESAURUS > clothes 

gas /ɡæs/ noun (plural gases or gasses)  1. a substance such as air, which is 

not solid or liquid, and usually cannot be seenADJECTIVES/NOUNS + gasnatural 
gas (=gas from under the earth, used for cooking and heating) Russia supplies huge 

amounts of natural gas to European countries.a poisonous/toxic/noxious gas (=a 
harmful gas) The factories send toxic gases into the atmosphere. | We can now 
measure the level of noxious gases emitted by the power plant.greenhouse gas (=a 

gas that traps heat above the Earth, causing the surface to become warmer) If we don’t 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions, we can expect more extreme weather events.tear 
gas (=a gas that stings your eyes, used by the police to control crowds) Police 

fired tear gas into the crowd.nerve gas (=a poisonous gas used in war to kill or 
paralyse people) The Iraqi army was accused of using nerve gas on Kurdish 
civilians.mustard gas (=a poisonous gas that burns the skin, used especially during 

World War I) Mustard gas causes terrible blisters on the skin.VERBSgas escapes/leaks 
(out) Ammonia gas leaked out of a broken pipe at the factory.smell gas I’m sure I 

can smell gas. Can you?produce gas The chemical reaction produced a 
toxic gas.release/emit/give off gas (=let it flow out) Burning waste releases harmful 
gases into the atmosphere.breathe in gas also inhale gas formal Many protesters 

were suffering the effects of inhaling tear gas.gas + NOUNSa gas 
cooker/oven/stove Do you use a gas or an electric cooker?a gas fire/heater (=an 
object that burns gas to heat a room) She turned on the gas fire to warm up the 

room.a gas leak (=gas that comes out through a hole in something) If you suspect 
a gas leak, do not turn on an electric light.the gas supply (=the system for supplying 
gas to someone’s house) Engineers have finally restored the gas supply to the 

estate.gas reserves (=a supply of gas kept to be used when it is needed) Norway has 
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far greater gas reserves than the UK.a gas field (=a large area where gas is 

found) Five new onshore and off-shore gas fields have started production this year.a 
gas pipeline Building the gas pipeline was a joint project involving China and 

Russia.the gas industry There are plans to nationalize the country’s gas industry.gas 
production (=the process of getting gas from the ground, or the amount 
produced) The country’s revenue from oil and gas production has remained stable for 

the last five years. | The company expanded its gas production facilities.a gas bill (=a 
bill you have to pay for gas you have used) Household gas bills have increased 
dramatically.a gas cylinder (=a large container for gas) One of the gas cylinders at 

the factory exploded.a gas bottle (=a small container for gas) Gas bottles need to be 
stored safely.a gas cloud (=a mass of gas floating in the air) The fire sent a gas 
cloud over the nearby town.2. AmE liquid used to power cars and other 

vehiclesVERBSuse gas The engine uses regular gas and gets reasonable mileage.fill (a 
vehicle) up with gas I filled up with gas before leaving Fresno.run out of gas (=have 
no more gas) We’ve run out of gas on Route 12. Can you come get us?gas + NOUNSa 

gas station (=a place where you take your car to fill it with gas) I pulled into the gas 
station and filled up.a gas pump (=a machine for putting gas into cars at a gas 
station) There were long lines at the gas pumps.the gas tank (=the part of a car 

where you put the gas) He stopped to fill up the gas tank.ADJECTIVESpremium 
gas (=gas that is of high quality) Most sports cars need premium gas.regular 
gas (=gas that is of average quality) The truck uses regular gas and gets about 12 

miles to the gallon.PHRASESa tank of gas (=the amount of gas that you need to fill up 
a car) The tax cut will save consumers a couple of dollars on a tank of gas.a gallon of 

gas How much does a gallon of gas cost in Florida? In British English, people  

say petrol.  

gasp /gɑːsp $ gæsp/ verb  to take a quick, noisy breath, for example because 

you are surprised or in painPHRASESgasp in horror/pain/wonder etc She gasped in 
pain as he grabbed her tightly by the arm.gasp with admiration/shock/disbelief 
etc The audience gasped with admiration as they watched the show.gasp for 

air/breath (=have difficulty in breathing) She was coughing and gasping for 
breath.VERBSmake sb gasp The ice-cold water made her gasp when she jumped in the 
lake.ADVERBSgasp audibly (=loud enough to be heard) She gasped audibly when she 

noticed that the man was holding a gun.PREPOSITIONSgasp at sth He gasped at the 
horrific sight in front of him. 

gate /ɡeɪt/ noun  the part of a fence or outside wall that you can open and close 

to enter or leave a placeADJECTIVES/NOUNS + gatethe front/back/side gate She 
stood outside the front gate of the cottage.the school/factory/prison etc 
gates Parents were waiting outside the school gates.the main gate/the entrance 

gate (=where most people go in) Soldiers were guarding the main gate.the garden 
gate Ellie ran down the path towards the garden gate.a metal/wooden/iron 
gate We went through a small wooden gate. | Their way was barred by huge wrought-

iron gates.VERBS + gateopen a gate He heard Jack open the gate.close/shut a 
gate Please close the gate behind you.go through a gate They went 
through the gate into the field.lock a gate (=close it with a key) The gate was locked, 

so he climbed over it.padlock a gate (=lock it with a special 
lock) He padlocked the gate because he didn’t want anyone getting into his 
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garden.leave a gate open Someone left the gate open, and the dog got out.gate + 

VERBSa gate opens The gate opens automatically when you approach it.a gate 
closes/shuts The gates shut behind him with a loud bang.a gate swings 

open/shut (=it opens or shuts quickly and smoothly) As the gate swung open, it hit 
me in the face.a gate leads to sth She ran through the gate leading to the 
station.PREPOSITIONSthrough a gate Go through the gate and turn left.PHRASESa set 

of gates We passed through a second set of gates. 

gather /ˈɡæðə $ -ər/ verb  1. to get things from different places and put them 

togetherNOUNSgather information/data/statistics We hope to gather 
information about people’s eating habits. | The police gather statistics on crimes in the 

area.gather evidence Police have not yet gathered enough evidence to prosecute 
him.gather intelligence (=secretly collect information about someone or 
something) They were attempting to gather intelligence on US military 

operations.gather material The research was based on material we had gathered from 
interviews.gather views/opinions/ideas The meeting aimed to gather the views of 
local people.gather support He met with other leaders to gather support for military 

action.gather signatures They are gathering signatures for a petition against the road 
building programme.2. to come together and form a groupNOUNSpeople 

gather Thousands of people gathered outside the embassy.a crowd/group 
gathers A crowd gathered to watch the fight.friends/family gather Friends and 
family gathered to celebrate her 21st birthday.supporters/fans gather His supporters 

gathered outside the High Court.PREPOSITIONS/ADVERBSgather 
around/round Gather round, everyone, so that you can see the screen.gather 
together Could the bride’s family all gather together for a 

photo?quickly/hastily/hurriedly gather They hastily gathered around the television, 
to see if there was any news about the storm.VERBSbegin to gather A crowd began to 
gather outside the building.3. to increase in speed, development etcNOUNSgather 

speed/pace The train started to gather speed.gather momentum (=make progress 
and become more successful) The campaign is gathering momentum. 

gauge also gage AmE /ɡeɪdʒ/ noun  an instrument for measuring the size or 

amount of somethingNOUNS + gaugea fuel gauge also a petrol gauge BrE , a gas 

gauge AmE (=one that shows how much fuel is in a car, truck etc) The fuel gauge read 
a little over half full.a pressure gauge He checked the pressure gauge on the oxygen 

cylinder.a temperature gauge The oil temperature gauge was twice its normal 
reading.a depth gauge A depth gauge is essential when diving.a rain gauge The rain 
gauge filled to 6 inches.VERBSthe gauge shows sth The gauge showed an abnormal 

increase in radiation.check the gauge Steve checked the oil gauge. 

gay /ɡeɪ/ adjective  sexually attracted to people of the same sexNOUNSa gay 

man/woman Gay men still face prejudice.gay people Life for gay people has changed 
a lot since the 1960s.a gay couple Gay couples are allowed to adopt children.the gay 

community Many people in the gay community want the law to be changed.gay 
marriage Gay marriages are legal in some states.gay rights (=equal treatment for 
gay people) He’s a campaigner for gay rights.gay liberation (=freedom for people to 

be gay) He became involved in the gay liberation movement.a gay activist (=someone 
who tries to achieve a better situation for gay people) Gay activists are critical of the 
US policy on AIDS.gay culture There is a proud gay culture in cities like San Francisco 

and New York.the gay scene (=the places where gay people go and the people who go 
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there) The city has a lively gay scene.a gay bar There are lots of gay bars in 

London.ADVERBSopenly gay (=gay and not trying to hide it) The mayor is openly 
gay.PHRASESgay and lesbian The city has a large gay and 

lesbian community. GrammarGay is also used as a noun, usually in the  

plural: Discrimination against gays is illegal. THESAURUS: 

gayhomosexualman | woman | couple | relationship | act | activity | behaviou

r | practicessexually attracted to people of the same sex. Homosexual is more 

formal than gay:Homosexual men face discrimination in the workplace. | Violence 

against homosexual women is increasing. | They were the country’s first homosexual  

couple to get married. | He was involved in a homosexual relationship. | He was gay at  

a time when homosexual acts were illegal in Britain. | More people get the HIV virus  

through heterosexual sex than through homosexual activity. | Homosexual  

behaviour between adults is not a criminal offence in Britain. | Some churches  

believe homosexual practices are wrong. Homosexual is also used as a  

noun: Homosexuals are still discriminated against in many areas of  

society. lesbianwoman | couple | relationshipa lesbian woman is sexually  

attracted to other women:There was a ban on lesbian women in the military. | Lesbian  

couples can marry in some states. | She had never had a lesbian  

relationship before. Lesbian is also used as a noun: They are demanding equal rights  

and protection for lesbians and gay men. same-

sexmarriage | couples | relationshipused about relationships between people who 

are both men, or both women:The protesters want the state to legalize same-sex 

marriages. | They voted to allow same-sex couples to marry. | Same-sex relationships  

have similar pressures and problems (and rewards, of course) as other relationships.  

gaze1 /ɡeɪz/ verb  to look at something for a long timeADVERBSgaze 

longingly (=showing you want something very much) She was gazing longingly at the 

cakes.gaze wistfully (=in a thoughtful and slightly sad way) She sat gazing 
wistfully at photographs of her family far away.gaze lovingly/fondly The old 
man gazed lovingly at his grandchildren.gaze absently/blankly/vacantly (=without 

paying attention, while thinking about something else) He sat gazing blankly at the 
screen.gaze intently/steadily (=with a lot of attention, and without looking 
away) The baby was gazing intently at my face. | She wondered what he was thinking 

as she gazed steadily at his face.PREPOSITIONSgaze at sb/sth I gazed at her with 
admiration.PHRASESgaze into sb’s eyes The two lovers gazed into each 
other’s eyes.gaze out of the window He gazed out of the window at the rain.gaze 

into space (=straight ahead, without paying attention) The boy sat gazing into space, 
completely bored with the lesson.gaze into the distance (=at a point far away, 
without paying attention) She just gazed into the distance and gave no answer.gaze in 

awe/wonder at sth They gazed in awe at the beauty of the landscape. 
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gaze2 /geɪz/ noun  the action of looking at someone or something, especially for 

a long timeADJECTIVESa steady/level gaze (=not looking away) The man’s steady 
gaze never left her face.an intense gaze I felt embarrassed under his intense gaze.a 
piercing/penetrating gaze (=very intense, as if you know what someone is 

thinking) The teacher fixed the boy with a piercing gaze.a steely gaze (=a determined 
look) He turned a steely gaze on his opponent.gaze + VERBSsb’s gaze falls on 
sb/sth (=someone looks at someone or something) My gaze fell on a photograph on 

the table.sb’s gaze moves/travels/shifts His gaze moved around the room.VERBS 

+ gazelower/drop your gaze (=look down) Her eyes met his and she 
immediately dropped her gaze.avert your gaze (=stop looking at someone or 

something) He averted his gaze from the beggars that lined the streets.avoid sb’s 
gaze (=avoid being looked at by someone) He looked straight at me but I avoided his 
gaze.meet sb’s gaze (=look at someone who is looking at you) He said nothing, 

but met her gaze.hold sb’s gaze (=keep looking at someone who is looking at 
you) He held her gaze for a few seconds, then continued eating.fix your gaze on 
sb/sth also keep your gaze (fixed) on sb/sth (=look at someone or something 

continuously) He fixed his gaze on the clock behind her.PHRASESunder sb’s watchful 
gaze (=with someone watching carefully) Little children play in the sand under the 

watchful gaze of their parents. 

gear /ɡɪə $ ɡɪr/ noun  1. the machinery in a vehicle such as a car, truck, or 

bicycle that you use to go comfortably at different 
speedsADJECTIVESfirst/second/third etc gear The traffic was so bad that we never 

got out of second gear.a low gear (=first or second gear, for going slowly) You should 
use a low gear when going up a hill.a high gear (=third, fourth, or fifth gear, for going 
fast) Put the car into a higher gear.top gear BrE (=the highest gear) Hamilton slipped 

effortlessly into top gear.bottom gear BrE (=the lowest gear) The car trundled slowly 
forward in bottom gear.the wrong gear The straining noises from the engine told him 
that he was in the wrong gear.reverse gear (=for driving backwards) He put the truck 

into reverse gear.VERBSchange gear also switch/shift gears AmE It takes some 
time to learn when to change gear.put a car into (first/second/third etc) 
gear He put the car into gear, and they moved slowly forwards.engage first/second 

etc gear formal (=put the car into gear) Nick struggled to engage first gear.slam the 
car into gear (=quickly and forcefully put the car into gear) She slammed the car into 

gear and drove off.crunch/grind the gears (=change gear in a way that makes an 
unpleasant noise) He crunched the gears into reverse.gear + NOUNSa gear lever also a 
gear stick BrE a gear shift AmE (=the stick you move to change gears) She pushed 

the gear lever into first gear.gear change A rapid gear change gave them speed on 
the corner.PREPOSITIONSin first/third etc gear Andy drove cautiously along in 
second gear.in gear (=with one of the gears connected) Don’t turn off the engine while 

you’re still in gear.out of gear (=with no gear connected) It’s a good habit to take the 
car out of gear while you’re at a stoplight.2. equipment or clothes for a particular 
activityADJECTIVES/NOUNS + gearprotective gear Police officers wore protective 

gear including vests and helmets.climbing/walking gear I changed out of my walking 
gear into some jeans.outdoor gear The store sells waterproof jackets, backpacks, and 
other outdoor gear.camping/fishing gear We packed all the camping gear into the 

car.combat/battle gear Armed troops in full battle gear were seen entering the 
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camp.riot gear (=worn by police dealing with violent crowds) 70 police officers in riot 

gear raided the site.THESAURUS: gear→ clothes 

gender AC /ˈdʒendə $ -ər/ noun  the fact of being male or femalegender + 

NOUNSa gender difference There are gender differences in the way alcohol affects the 
brain.a gender gap (=a difference between how men and women behave or how they 
are treated) A gender gap still exists between men and women’s pay.gender 

roles (=the positions of men and women in society) It is a country where gender 
roles have remained largely unchanged.gender 
bias/inequality/discrimination (=when one gender is treated unfairly) Her research 

investigates gender bias in the classroom.gender equality (=when men and women 
are treated in the same way) Organizations have a duty to promote gender 
equality.gender relations (=the way in which men and women behave towards each 

other) The best way to understand gender relations is to study children.a gender 
stereotype (=a fixed idea of what men or women are like) The characters in the novel 
were criticized for being gender stereotypes.gender politics (=the way in which men 

and women compete with each other for power) Much of the discussion of gender 
politics is rather simplistic.gender issues (=ideas and problems related to being male 
or female) Businesses seem to pay more attention to gender issues in senior 

positions.gender identity (=whether someone is male or female) Gender 
identity refers to our inner feeling of being masculine or feminine.ADJECTIVESthe 
male/female gender Some diseases are more likely to affect the male gender than 

the female.the same gender He has trouble making friends of the same gender.the 
other/opposite gender She was not used to speaking to people of the opposite 
gender.PHRASESon (the) grounds of gender (=because of gender) Discrimination on 

grounds of race or gender is forbidden. 

gene /dʒiːn/ noun  a part of a cell in a living thing that controls what it looks like, 

how it grows, and how it develops. People get their genes from their 

parentsADJECTIVESa dominant gene (=a gene that has its effect when there is only 
one copy of it) The disease occurs when a child inherits a single dominant gene from a 
parent with the disease.a recessive gene (=a gene that has its effect only when there 

are two copies of it) The gene for blue eyes is recessive.a defective/faulty gene (=a 
gene that does not work properly) The disease is caused by a defective gene.a human 
gene The actual number of human genes is still in dispute.VERBShave a gene Identical 

twins have the same genes.carry a gene (=have a gene that causes a medical 
condition which you can pass on to your children) Some women carry a gene which 
makes them more likely to develop breast cancer.inherit a gene (=get a gene from 

your parents) Children who inherit the gene may be born with physical 
abnormalities.pass on a gene (=have it inherited by your children) All animals try to 
maximize their chances of passing on their genes to the next 

generation.identify/discover a gene (=find a particular gene which is responsible for 
something) Scientists have identified a gene which seems to protect against some types 
of cancer.a gene controls sth The gene controls the manufacture of insulin in 

humans.gene + NOUNSthe gene pool (=all the genes in a particular species) It is 
hoped that these new wolves will mate with the native population and increase 

the gene pool.gene therapy (=using genes to treat diseases) Scientists have 
successfully treated the disease using gene therapy.PREPOSITIONSa gene for sth Matt 
carries the gene for Huntington’s disease. 
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general /ˈdʒenərəl/ adjective [usually before noun]  1. describing or relating to 

only the main features or parts of something, not the detailsNOUNSa general 
description/account/overview/outline There is a general description of the 
company’s work.general information The website gives you some general 

information about the area.a general introduction This book is a good general 
introduction to the subject.a general idea/impression I hope you get the general 
idea of what we are trying to do.a general comment/remark/point/observation I 

will start by making a few general comments. | I would just like to make a couple 
of general points.general suggestions/advice/guidance The leaflet gives general 
advice on choosing courses.a general discussion There will be a general 

discussion about the situation in the Middle East.the general 
principle/approach The general principle is that you can use enough force in order to 
defend yourself.PHRASESin a general way/in general terms We began talking in a 

general way about the project. | He explained his objections in general terms.in a 
general sense In a general sense, he is right.ANTONYMS → specific2. among most 

people, or concerning most things or situationsNOUNSa general belief/feeling There 
is a general belief that economic growth is more important than protecting the 
environment.a general sense of sth The general sense of optimism is very 

noticeable.the general conclusion The general conclusion from the research is that 
cellphones are not harmful to health.general support/agreement/praise There 
was general support for the idea.general concern/confusion There is general 

concern about the impact of the changes.a general lack of sth In the US there is 
a general lack of interest in global politics.a general 
trend/pattern/direction The general trend is for oil prices to increase.a general 

improvement/decline We have seen a general decline in the size of 
families.PHRASESas a general rule (=used when saying that something is usually 
true) As a general rule, vegetable oils are better for you than animal 

fats.THESAURUS: generalWAYS OF SAYING THAT SOMETHING IS TRUE IN MOST 

CASESin generalused when saying that something is usually true in most situations, or  

about most people or things:In general, temporary jobs are less well-paid. | In  

general, the bigger a company becomes, the harder it is to maintain customer  

satisfaction.generallyanother way of saying ‘in general’, which is often used before a  

verb. Generally can also be used to say that most people have a particular  

opinion:Women generally live longer than men. | Newton is generally regarded as the 

father of modern science.generally speaking/as a ruleother ways of saying ‘in  

general’:Generally speaking, large breeds of dog are becoming less popular. | He’s a  

singer who doesn’t do interviews, as a rule. | The graduates are, generally speaking, a  

confident and articulate group of young people.mostly/mainly/largelyused when 

saying that something is true about most people or things, or about most of  

something. Largely is slightly more formal than mostly or mainly:The disease mainly  

affects women. | Their attempts were largely unsuccessful. | The students were mostly  

French and German, but there were a few Japanese students too.for the most 

partused when saying that something is true in most cases, but not in every  

case:These problems have for the most part been resolved. | For the most part, the 
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gangs were made up of boys aged between 11 and 16.by and large/on the 

wholeused for saying that something is true in most ways or in most cases:The 

project was, by and large, a success. | On the whole, people were very friendly.  

generalization also generalisation BrE /ˌdʒenərəlaɪˈzeɪʃən $ -lə-/ noun  a 

statement about all the members of a group that may be true in some or many 
situations, but is not true in every caseADJECTIVESa broad generalization (=one that 
is only partly true and not true in every case) As a broad generalization, you can say 

that people who go to good universities tend to get better jobs.a sweeping/gross 
generalization (=one that is very exaggerated and obviously untrue) The article 
makes a number of sweeping generalizations about the attitudes of young people.a 

dangerous generalization It’s a dangerous generalization to say that change is 
always a good thing.VERBSmake a generalization People are always making 
generalizations about what men and women are like.PREPOSITIONSa generalization 

about sth It’s best to avoid making generalizations about people from different 
cultures.PHRASESa generalization is based on sth None of these generalizations is 
based on good evidence. 

generate verb  THESAURUS > make (1) 

generation AC /ˌdʒenəˈreɪʃən/ noun  all people of about the same 

ageADJECTIVES/NOUNS + generationmy/your/their etc generation He was the 
greatest actor of his generation.future generations We need to preserve the planet 
for future generations.the younger generation We want to encourage the younger 

generation to take an interest in politics.the older generation These beliefs were 
common among the older generation.the new generation (=younger people, 
especially people who use new ways of doing something) He is one of the new 

generation of English players.the next generation People want to pass on money 
to the next generation when they die.successive/succeeding 
generations (=generations that follow one another) This textbook has been used 

by successive generations of medical students and doctors.earlier/previous 
generations Compared with previous generations, we eat more and do less. | As 
with earlier generations of his family, he had been educated at Bootham School, 

York.later generations For later generations, the chances of getting work on leaving 
school were much lower.the baby-boom generation (=people born between 1946 
and 1964) Healthcare expenses are expected to rise as the baby-boom 

generation reaches retirement.generation + NOUNSthe generation gap (=the 
difference in attitudes between older and younger people) This study explores the 
generation gap between parents and their teenage children.generation X (=people 

born in the US between during the late 1960s and 1970s) There has been a change in 
society since generation X became adults.VERBSbelong to a generation Cho belonged 
to a new generation of Koreans who did not remember the war.PREPOSITIONSin/of 

sb’s generation Most people in my generation feel the same as I do.PHRASEShand 
sth down from generation to generation Native Australians hand down stories and 
songs from generation to generation.pass sth from one generation to the 

next Traditional customs are passed from one generation to the next. 

generous /ˈdʒenərəs/ adjective  kind because you are very willing to give people 

thingsADVERBSextremely/incredibly generous also exceedingly 

generous formal Church members have been extremely generous with the money they 
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have given. | Local firms have been exceedingly generous and have offered to pay for a 

new sports hall.overly/excessively generous (=too generous) A £20 tip 
seems excessively generous.NOUNSa generous person/man/woman Her father was 

a warm and generous man who was always willing to help other people.a generous 
gift/donation She felt she could not accept such a generous gift.a generous offer I 
was thankful for my employer’s generous offer to pay all my expenses.generous 

support He thanked the members for their generous support.a generous 
gesture (=something you do that is kind and generous) Lending money to friends and 
relatives may be a generous gesture, but it is not always a good idea.a generous 

donor/benefactor (=someone who has given money or other things) The school’s 
computer room is a gift from a generous donor.PREPOSITIONSbe generous to sb He is 
very generous to his friends.be generous with sth Jim is generous with his time.it is 

generous of sb to do sth It was generous of them to offer to help.PHRASESbe 
generous to a fault (=always extremely generous) Harry was generous to a fault; 
he’d always help out when his friends needed money.kind and generous Mrs 

Lyndham had been so kind and generous to her.THESAURUS: generous→ kind2 

genetic /dʒəˈnetɪk, dʒɪˈnetɪk/ adjective  relating to genes or geneticsNOUNSa 

genetic defect/abnormality (=a problem in a gene) Genetic defects are responsible 

for diseases such as Huntington’s disease. | Cells are removed and tested for genetic 
abnormalities.a genetic disorder/condition (=a disease or condition caused by a 
gene) Some types of mental handicap are caused by genetic disorders. | She has 

a genetic condition that affects brain function.genetic testing/screening (=the 
examination of someone’s DNA, to see if they have a particular gene) Genetic 
testing can show whether you have a chance of developing a particular 

disease. | Genetic screening is being promoted as a way to get rid of inherited genetic 
diseases.genetic engineering/modification/manipulation (=the science of 
changing the genetic structure of an animal or plant) If you breed dogs for something 

such as speed, this is a very simple form of genetic engineering. | Genetic 
modification has been used to change a gene in tomatoes so that they do not spoil as 

quickly. | Using genetic manipulation, the scientists are trying to develop a more 
effective vaccine.genetic make-up also genetic endowment technical (=all your 
genes and their arrangement, in order) Some parts of people’s personalities, such as 

shyness, may be part of their genetic make-up. | You obtain half of your genetic 
endowment from your father, and half from your mother.genetic fingerprint (=a 
description of all someone’s genes, used to identify who that person is) Scientists have 

discovered the genetic fingerprint of Viking invaders in the blood of Orkney and 
Shetland islanders.genetic fingerprinting (=the process of examining someone’s 
DNA, especially to see if they have committed a crime) Police used genetic 

fingerprinting to find the murderer.genetic diversity/variation (=the many different 
genes within types of a particular animal or plant) The genetic diversity of crops such as 
apples has been greatly reduced – there are many fewer types now than there were 

150 years ago. | Because the types of cocoa plants used for chocolate came only from a 
few wild ancestors, there is little genetic variation among them.the genetic 
code (=the arrangement of genes that controls the way a living thing develops) The 

scientists were able to identify the genetic code of rice.genetic 
information/material (=all the instructions that genes have for how a living thing 
develops) DNA carries all the genetic information of a plant or animal. | The whole point 
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of sex is to mix the genetic material from two individuals.genetic 

mutation/change (=a change in a gene) Genetic changes that are an aid to survival 
get passed on to a plant or animal’s offspring. | Radiation from X-rays can 

cause genetic mutations.a genetic trait (=a particular characteristic that is passed on 
through the genes) Should companies choose employees based on tests for genetic 
traits that may lead to disease? 

genius /ˈdʒiːniəs/ noun  1. someone who is extremely intelligent or skilful at 

doing somethingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + geniusan artistic/musical/literary/creative 
genius He argued that James Joyce was the greatest literary genius of the 20th 
century.a scientific/mathematical genius You don’t need to be a mathematical 

genius to do this calculation.a computer/football/jazz etc genius The game was the 
invention of a Japanese computer genius.a comic genius Charlie Chaplin was a comic 
genius.a great genius Picasso was the greatest genius of the century.a real/true 

genius Hendrix was a true genius, who created his own unique style of guitar 
playing.an evil genius In the movie he plays an evil genius who wants to take over the 
world.a boy genius (=a boy or young man who is extremely clever or good at 

something) The chess championship was won by a Russian boy genius.2. a very high 
level of intelligence, mental skill, or ability, which only very few people 

haveADJECTIVESartistic/musical/literary/creative genius The music was written 
when Mozart was at the peak of his creative genius. | Tolkien was a man of literary 
genius.great genius He has been described as a man of great genius.pure/sheer 

genius (=used when emphasizing how good something is) The film is a work of pure 
genius.real/true genius During the painter’s lifetime, few people recognized his true 
genius.VERBSshow sb’s genius The performance showed his musical genius at its 

greatest height.sb’s genius lies in sth The author’s genius lies in his ability to make 
memorable characters.PREPOSITIONSa genius for sth She is a kind woman who has a 
genius for friendship.PHRASESa stroke/touch of genius (=a very clever idea) Adding 

cinnamon to the chocolate mixture was a stroke of genius – the cake tasted 
wonderful.a work of genius The building is beautiful, a work of genius.a 
man/artist/writer etc of genius P. G. Wodehouse was a comic writer of genius, 

whose books still make us laugh. 

genre /ˈʒɒnrə $ ˈʒɑːnrə/ noun  a style of writing, art, film, music 

etcADJECTIVESliterary/musical/artistic genre Writers such as Virginia Woolf created 

a new literary genre.a particular genre Lucas is a master of his own particular genre 
of film-making.a popular genre A popular genre within the children’s publishing 
market is that of ‘real life’ teenage fiction.VERBScreate/invent/develop a 

genre Tarantino has created his own genre of movies.mix/combine genres The book 
was a fun way to combine two genres that I’ve always liked: the action thriller and the 
horror story. 

gentle /ˈdʒentl/ adjective  1. kind, and careful not to hurt anyone or 

anythingNOUNSa gentle man/woman/person My mother was a kind gentle 
woman.gentle fingers/hand Her gentle hand stroked my hair.a gentle smile He 
looked up at her with a gentle smile.a gentle touch He felt his mother’s gentle 

touch on his shoulder.a gentle voice “Where does it hurt?” she asked in a gentle 
voice.gentle persuasion (=speaking kindly in order to persuade someone) With a 
little gentle persuasion, the boy’s mother got him to go into the classroom.a gentle 

giant (=a big strong man who is gentle) She described her husband as a gentle 
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giant who wouldn’t hurt a fly.PREPOSITIONSgentle with sb/sth Be gentle with the 

baby.2. not strong, loud, or extremeNOUNSgentle exercise Gentle exercise will help 
you feel better more quickly.a gentle breeze There was a gentle breeze, just enough 

to move the curtains slightly.a gentle rain A gentle rain began to fall.gentle 
pressure Apply gentle pressure to the wound to stop the 
bleeding.PREPOSITIONSgentle on sth Use a soap that is gentle on your skin. 

genuine /ˈdʒenjuən, ˈdʒenjuɪn/ adjective  1. if a thing or person is genuine, they 

really are what they seem to beNOUNSa document/letter/signature etc is 
genuine The historians believe that the documents are genuine.a painting/work of 
art is genuine An art expert confirmed that the painting was genuine.a genuine 

attempt/effort There was a genuine attempt to improve living conditions for the 
working classes.a genuine mistake It wasn’t clear if this was a genuine mistake, or a 
deliberate action.a genuine refugee They have to show that they are genuine 

refugees in order to be allowed to stay in the country.ADVERBSabsolutely 
genuine (=completely genuine) They are sure that the pictures are absolutely 
genuine.PHRASESsb/sth is the genuine article (=they really are as good as people 

say they are) He was the genuine article, a great champion who never did anything but 

his best.THESAURUS: genuine→ real (1)2. genuine feelings are 

sincereNOUNSgenuine concern There is genuine concern about the safety of nuclear 
energy.genuine interest/enthusiasm The students seem to have a genuine 
interest in the subject.a genuine desire She was motivated by a genuine desire to 

help the poor.a genuine love/affection/respect Wilentz is a fine scholar, and I have 
a genuine respect for his work. | He had a genuine love of his country and its history.a 
genuine belief There was a genuine belief that she was the best person for the 

job.genuine surprise/fear The decision was greeted with genuine surprise by many 
older members.a genuine person (=someone who is honest about their 
feelings) Although she is a famous movie star, she is also a very genuine 

person.ADVERBSperfectly genuine (=completely genuine) Their surprise 
seemed perfectly genuine. 

germ /dʒɜːm $ dʒɜːrm/ noun  a type of bacteria that spreads 

diseaseVERBSspread germs Cover your mouth when you cough so that you 
don’t spread germs.protect against germs Washing your hands will 
help protect you against germs.kill germs Bleach is good for killing germs.be exposed 

to germs (=be in a place where there are germs) We are constantly exposed to 
germs and the possibility of infection.contain germs She is worried that the dirt 
contains germs that will harm her children.ADJECTIVESdeadly germs (=germs that can 

kill people) Terrorists could use deadly germs to carry out an attack on a 
population.nasty/harmful germs There are some nasty germs around.germ + 

NOUNSgerm warfare (=the use of harmful bacteria in war to cause illness and death 

among the enemy) The Biological Weapons Convention is a treaty that bans germ 
warfare.PHRASESthe spread of germs Good hygiene has a major role to play in 
preventing the spread of germs. 

gesture /ˈdʒestʃə $ -ər/ noun  1. something that you say or do to show how you 

feel about someone or somethingADJECTIVESa nice gesture It would be a nice 
gesture if we gave them something to say ‘thank you’.a friendly gesture Ella bought 

him a drink as a friendly gesture.a generous gesture Giving all that money was a 
very generous gesture.a grand gesture (=something you do to impress people) Love 
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is not about grand gestures and expensive gifts.a dramatic gesture In 

politics, dramatic gestures are sometimes necessary.a bold gesture (=that shows you 
are not scared of taking risks) Appointing one of his opponents to the government was 

seen as a bold gesture.a token gesture (=done to pretend that you are dealing with a 
problem) The inclusion of one woman on the committee was seen as a token gesture.a 
symbolic gesture (=that is intended to show how you feel) In a symbolic gesture, he 

gave up his $10,000 monthly presidential salary.an empty gesture (=that does not 
achieve anything important) Sacking his deputy was an empty gesture which failed to 
satisfy his critics.a futile gesture (=that is not likely to have any effect) Sending extra 

troops was a futile gesture.a conciliatory gesture (=that shows you want to solve an 
argument or disagreement) The government made several conciliatory gestures to the 
protesters.VERBSmake a gesture Shouldn’t we make some gesture to show we 

appreciate what she’s done?PREPOSITIONSa gesture towards/toward sth The visit 
was regarded as a gesture towards repairing relations between the two 
countries.PHRASESa gesture of goodwill also a goodwill gesture (=done to show 

you want to be helpful) As a gesture of goodwill, customers will be offered a full 
refund.a gesture of friendship He invited the two men to his house as a gesture of 
friendship.a gesture of support She wrote a letter to the prime minister as a gesture 

of support.a gesture of solidarity (=done to show loyalty and support) People sent 
food parcels to the strikers in a gesture of solidarity.a gesture of defiance (=done to 
show that you will not do what someone tells you to do) The rebels launched an attack 

as a gesture of defiance.2. a movement of part of your body, especially your hands or 
head, to show what you mean or how you feelVERBSmake a gesture He made a 
gesture to the waiter.ADJECTIVESa rude/obscene gesture Luke made a rude 

gesture with his finger. | The player was fined for making an obscene gesture at the 
referee.an angry/threatening gesture One of the men made a threatening 
gesture and I decided to leave. 

et /ɡet/ verb  1. if you get something, you are given it or buy it, or you find it or 

succeed in having it through your efforts GrammarGet is rarely used in the  

passive. Obtain and acquire are often used in the passive. NOUNSget a 

present/some clothes/some food etc I got some nice presents for my birthday.get 
a letter/email/phone call/message etc She gets hundreds of emails every day.get 

a job/get work It is hard for young people to get jobs.get a 
degree Sachs got his degree in biology from Yale University.get money/get a loan I 
don’t know where he gets his money from.get information/details/sb’s address 

etc You can get more information from the Tourist Office.get an 
answer/reply/reaction Hopefully we’ll get an answer later today.get an 
invitation/offer/complaint I got an offer of a place on a course.get a 

ticket/table/room/seat They managed to get a table at an Italian restaurant.get a 
surprise/shock I got a shock when I opened the front door.get a 
husband/girlfriend etc He was worried that he would 

never get a girlfriend.PREPOSITIONSget sth from sb/sth We get all our food from our 
local supermarket.get sth for sb/sth Where did you get the idea for the 

book? Get or have got?Don’t confuse I got some money (=I received it) and I have  

got some money (=I have it). Have got is only used in the present tense. If you  
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want to talk about having something in the past, you say I had, not I had  

got. THESAURUS: 

getreceiveprize | award | present | money | attention | support | letter | mess

age | email | call | answer | invitation | offer | complaintto be given something,  

or to get something that someone has sent you. Receive is more formal than get:The 

winner will receive a prize of $500. | He had never received such a  

magnificent present. | The case received a lot of attention in the 

media. | He received 2,000 emails of support. | The police received a phone call from 

someone who said they had some information. | I called her name,  

but received no answer. | He received an invitation to give a talk in Moscow. | We 

have received several offers of help. | The television station received hundreds  

of complaints from 

viewers.obtain formalinformation | document | copy | result | sample | loan | pe

rmission | degreeto get something, especially by asking officially, or by studying or  

examining something. Obtain is also used about something that is difficult to  

get:More information may be obtained from Cambridge Computers Ltd. | Journalists  

were able to obtain top secret government documents. | You can obtain a copy of the 

report from the Education Department. | The results that were obtained are shown in  

the table below. | They were able to obtain samples of rock from the 

moon. | Businesses sometimes find it difficult to obtain loans. | You will need to obtain  

permission from the author, if you want to publish part of the book. | She obtained a  

master’s degree in  

German.acquire formalcompany | business | land | property | painting | collecti

on | skill | knowledge | reputation | information | languageto get something,  

especially something big or expensive, or to get skills, knowledge etc:The investment  

group acquired the company for $18 a share. | The land was acquired for the purpose 

of building houses. | He acquired the property in 1985. | The painting was acquired by 

an American collector for $50 million. | The Museum of Modern  

Art acquired a collection of Warhol’s work. | The course is for students who want  

to acquire computer skills. | Students will acquire a basic knowledge of the principles of  

the legal system. | The university has acquired an 

excellent reputation. | The information was acquired over a number of years. | They 

are studying how children acquire  

language.gaincontrol | power | independence | reputation | support | popularit

y | experience | confidence | understanding | strength | momentumto get or  

achieve something. Gain is more formal than get:The army has already gained 

control of the city. | The party was unable to gain real political power. | Algeria gained 

independence from France in 1962. | Gubbay gained a distinguished reputation as a  
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lawyer. | The sport began to gain popularity in the 1950s. | Students are able to gain  

experience of working for different companies. | He gained more confidence in his  

abilities as a public speaker. | You will gain a better understanding of modern teaching  

methods. | Each day she began to gain strength and soon she was fully  

recovered. | The campaign to change the law is starting to gain momentum (=make 

more 

progress).winprize | award | medal | right | reputation | support | respect | ad

miration | trust | confidenceto get something as a result of your  

efforts:He won the prize for best new writer. | Atwood has won many awards and her  

work been translated into 33 languages. | Carl Lewis won four gold medals at the 

Olympics. | The men are hoping to win the right to stay in the US. | The 

university won an international reputation for its research. | The party won support by  

promising tax cuts. | His films have won admiration from the critics. | If you want  

someone to help you, you first have 

to win their trust.earnreputation | right | respect | praise | title | admirationto  

get something as a result of your efforts, especially because people think you deserve 

it:Johnson earned a reputation as one of the hardest-working players in the 

game. | The team played well and they have earned the right to be in the final of the 

competition. | She earned the respect of all her colleagues. | He earned praise for his  

performance in the play. | Mrs Thatcher earned herself the title of the Iron  

Lady. Earn is often used with himself/herself: He had earned himself a reputation  

as a great  

artist. inheritmoney | house | estate | jewellery | fortune | wealth | propertyto  

get someone’s money or property after they die:Jo inherited a lot of money from her  

mother. | Who will inherit the house when he dies? | Presley’s  

daughter inherited an estate worth over $100 million (=houses, money etc, which  

someone leaves when they die). | His son will inherit most of his fortune. | She felt  

guilty about her inherited wealth, and gave most of it away.get hold of sth informalto  

get something that is difficult to find:I have been trying to get hold of a map of the 

area.2. to becomeTHESAURUS: get→ become3. if you get to a place, you arrive 

thereTHESAURUS: get→ arrive 

ghost /ɡəʊst $ ɡoʊst/ noun [C]  the spirit of a dead person that some people 

think they can feel or see in a placeVERBSsee a ghost People say they have seen the 

ghost of a young girl in the room.believe in ghosts Do you believe in ghosts?exorcise 
a ghost (=make it go away, especially through a religious ceremony) They called a 
priest to exorcise the ghost from the house.a ghost haunts a place The house is 

supposed to be haunted by ghosts.a ghost appears A ghost appeared through the 
wall.a ghost disappears/vanishes The ghost suddenly vanished into thin air.ghost + 

NOUNSa ghost story ‘The Turn of the Screw’ is a ghost story by Henry 
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James.ADJECTIVESa friendly ghost Don’t be scared – he’s a friendly 

ghost.PREPOSITIONSthe ghost of sb The ghosts of the dead are believed to come out 

on that night.THESAURUS: ghostspirita creature without a physical body, such  

as an angel or ghost:The house is said to be haunted by evil spirits. | She says she can 

communicate with the spirit world.apparitionan image of a dead person that someone 

sees suddenly for a short time:He claimed to have seen an apparition in the 

church.poltergeista ghost that people cannot see, which throws things or moves  

things around:The house was haunted by a poltergeist that makes things move around  

all by themselves, sometimes quite big things like beds or  

wardrobes.phantom literarya frightening and unclear image of a dead person - used in  

stories:They had seen phantoms gliding on the surface of the 

water.spectre BrE literary specter AmE literarya ghost, especially a frightening one -  

used in stories:She had looked like a spectre. | The following night, the spectre  

appeared again.spook informala ghost:I’m not scared of spooks.  

gift /ɡɪft/ noun  1. something that you give someone, usually on a special 

occasionADJECTIVES/NOUNS + gifta birthday/wedding/Christmas etc gift The 
camera was a birthday gift from his parents.a free gift (=something that a shop or 
business gives you) If you spend over £50, you get a free gift.the perfect/ideal 

gift This book is the perfect gift for anybody with an interest in birds.a suitable 
gift What would be a suitable gift for a ten-year-old boy?an expensive gift His wife 
always gives him expensive gifts.a generous gift She thanked them for such 

a generous gift.a lavish gift (=a large, impressive, or expensive gift) She 
received lavish gifts of jewellery and clothes.an unwanted gift You can return 
any unwanted gifts if you have the receipts.a parting gift (=a gift that you give 

someone when you leave) Before boarding the train, he gave her the ring as a parting 
gift.a small gift I decided to give my hosts a small gift.VERBSgive sb a 
gift We gave her a gift on her birthday.receive a gift He received a lot of gifts from 

clients.accept a gift Sam accepted the gift on behalf of the school.exchange 
gifts (=people give each other gifts) It’s traditional to exchange gifts at 

Christmas.wrap (up) a gift We were wrapping gifts for the children.make sb a gift of 
sth formal (=give someone something as a gift) She had always admired the painting 
so I made her a gift of it.sth makes a good/ideal/unusual etc gift A recipe 

book makes an ideal gift for someone who likes to cook.shower sb with gifts (=give 
someone a lot of gifts) She has a rich boyfriend who showers her with gifts.gift + 

NOUNSa gift idea I walked round the shop looking for gift ideas.a gift shop also a gift 

store AmE The museum has a gift shop.PREPOSITIONSa gift for/to sb The money 
was intended as a gift for the children.a gift from sb The bike was a gift from his 

grandparents.as a gift Please accept the tickets as a gift. Gift or present?Present is  

the usual word to use in everyday conversation. Gift sounds more formal. Companies  

give away free gifts (not ‘presents’). 2. a natural ability to do something 

wellVERBShave a gift also possess a gift formal She has a gift for making people feel 
happy.ADJECTIVESa great gift Being able to get on with all kinds of people is a great 
gift.a special/remarkable gift The boy has a remarkable gift for music.a natural 
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gift also a God-given gift literary She has a natural gift for all sports.PREPOSITIONSa 

gift for sth Because of his gift for languages, he loves to travel. 

gifted /ˈgɪftɪd/ adjective  THESAURUS > intelligent, skillful 

gigantic adjective  THESAURUS > huge 

giggle1 verb  to laugh quickly in a high voice, especially because you are excited 

or nervousADVERBSgiggle nervously Instead of answering my question, the 
girl giggled nervously.PREPOSITIONSgiggle at sb/sth The couple stopped kissing and 
were giggling at each other. 

giggle2 noun  a quick, quiet laugh, in a high voiceADJECTIVESa nervous 

giggle She gave a nervous giggle before answering.a little giggle Angela nodded 

politely with a little giggle.a hysterical giggle (=that someone cannot control) The 
children were all in hysterical giggles.a high-pitched giggle (=with a very high 
sound) The young woman gave a high-pitched giggle.helpless giggles (=that you 

cannot control) She tried to answer him through helpless giggles.a girlish giggle He 
sat by the pool listening to their girlish giggles.VERBSgive a 
giggle (=laugh) She gave a little giggle.give sb the giggles (=make someone 

laugh) The way he was waving his arms around gave us the giggles.burst 
into/collapse into giggles (=suddenly start laughing) When I said I was their new 
teacher, the class suddenly all collapsed into giggles.stifle/suppress a giggle (=try to 

not laugh) Britta covered her mouth to stifle a giggle.get/have the giggles (=laugh in 
a way that is difficult to control) Now every time he looks at me I get the giggles. | The 
girls had the giggles, and couldn’t stop laughing.PREPOSITIONSwith a giggle “Catch 

me if you can,” she said with a giggle.PHRASESa fit of giggles (= an occasion when 
you suddenly start laughing a lot) Her remark sent Danny off into another fit of giggles. 

girl /ɡɜːl $ ɡɜːrl/ noun [C]  a female childADJECTIVES/NOUNS + girla 

pretty/beautiful/cute girl She is a pretty girl with dark brown long hair.a 
little/small girl (=one who is under 10 years old) I’ve known Mollie ever since I was a 
little girl.a young girl (=one aged from about 5 to about 16) Young girls in school 

uniform were walking to school.a baby girl She just had a baby girl!a five-year-old 
girl/a ten-year-old girl etc The picture was of an eight-year-old girl.a teenage 
girl His fans are mainly teenage girls.a good/bad girl (=one who behaves well or 

badly) Have you put all your toys away? That’s a good girl.a big girl (=one who is old 
enough to behave in a sensible way) She’s a big girl; she can take care of herself. | Sit 
up and eat your dinner like a big girl, Lily.PHRASESa girl of three/seven etc (=aged 

three, seven etc) The patient was a girl of 12.boys and girls Both boys and girls can 
apply to join the choir. 

girlfriend /ˈɡɜːlfrend $ ˈɡɜːrl-/ noun [C]  a girl or woman that you are having a 

romantic relationship withADJECTIVESsb’s first girlfriend Beth was his first girlfriend.a 
steady/long-term girlfriend (=that you are having a long relationship with) I asked 
him if he had a steady girlfriend.sb’s new girlfriend His parents were looking forward 

to meeting his new girlfriend.sb’s current girlfriend She was much older than his 
current girlfriend.an old girlfriend/ex-girlfriend/former girlfriend (=someone who 
was your girlfriend before) His old girlfriends were all very glamorous.VERBShave a 

girlfriend Paul had never had a girlfriend before.split up with your girlfriend He’s 
just split up with his girlfriend.leave your girlfriend Sam left his girlfriend because 
they kept arguing.be sb’s girlfriend She told him that she wanted to be his 
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girlfriend.THESAURUS: girlfriendpartnerthe person you are married to, or the 

person you are living with and having a sexual relationship with:He brought his partner  

along to the party.old flame informalsomeone who was your girlfriend or boyfriend in  

the past:I found a love letter from one of his old flames.mistressa woman that a man 

has a sexual relationship with even though he is married to someone else. Often used 

when the man is famous or powerful:The president had a mistress for many 

years.loversomeone who you have a sexual relationship with, but who you are not  

married to:He was going to meet his secret lover. | She had many lovers.fiancéethe 

woman who a man is going to marry:Rod plans to marry his fiancée later this  

year.ex informalsomeone’s former wife, husband, girlfriend, or boyfriend:My ex looks  

after the children on Thursdays.be going out with sbif you are going out with  

someone, that person is your girlfriend or boyfriend:She’s going out with a guy she 

met at work.  

gist /dʒɪst/ noun  the main idea and meaning of what someone has said or 

written GrammarGist is always used in the phrase the gist. VERBSget the 

gist (=understand the main meaning) She knew enough of the language to get the 
gist of what people were saying.give sb the gist (=tell someone the main ideas) I 

don’t need to know everything that was said – just give me the gist.PREPOSITIONSthe 
gist of sth The gist of his argument is that full employment is impossible.PHRASESthe 
gist of the conversation I don’t speak a lot of Spanish, but I got the gist of the 

conversation.the gist of the/sb’s argument The gist of her argument is that books 
give children a wider experience of the world.the gist of the story/report/article 
etc The gist of the newspaper’s story is that people were tricked into working for very 

low wages. 

give /ɡɪv/ verb  1. to let someone have something, or put something in 

someone’s handNOUNSgive sb a present/gift At Christmas people give each 

other presents.give sb a prize/award/medal The judges gave the prize to an 
Egyptian writer.give sb some money/a loan/a grant She asked her father 
to give her the money. | Researchers were given a £10,000 grant to continue their 

work.give help/support/backing The Venezuelan president gave his support to the 
plan.give advice They can give expert advice on career opportunities for students.give 
an answer Think carefully before you give your answer.give your 

name/address/phone number The form asks you to give the address where you are 
staying.give sb a drug/some medicine The doctor gave him a drug which made him 
feel sleepy.give sb a chance/opportunity Give me the chance to 

explain.ADVERBSgive generously The refugees need your help, so please give 
generously.PREPOSITIONSgive sth to sb/sth The ring was given to her by her 
grandmother.give sb sth for their birthday/for Christmas etc What did 

Bob give you for your birthday?THESAURUS: 

givedonatemoney | blood | organ | kidney | eggto give money or other things to  

an organization to help with their work. You also use donate about giving blood or part  

of your body to help save someone’s life:Lawrence sold everything  
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and donated the money to charity. | Large numbers of volunteers came to the main  

hospital to donate blood. | There is a shortage of donated human organs. | Patterson  

said he had decided to donate a kidney because Renada is his daughter and he loves  

her. | Women can receive an embryo made from a donated egg and 

sperm.distributeleaflet | pamphlet | questionnaire | food | aid | copiesto give 

things to a large number of people:Anti-war protesters were distributing  

leaflets. | Food banks distribute food to the homeless. | United Nations agencies  

are distributing aidto the refugees. | Afterwards, police distributed 2,500 copies of a  

letter explaining their actions to local residents.contributemoney | funds | troopsto  

give money, goods etc in order to help to achieve something, especially when other  

people, organizations, or countries are also doing this:Some of America’s biggest  

companies contributed money to his election campaign. | The Clark Center is named 

after the family that contributed funds for the renovation of the 

theatre. | Canada contributed troops to the UN peace-keeping  

force.awardprize | medal | Oscar | degree | damagesto officially give something  

such as a prize to someone:Doris Lessing was awarded the Nobel Prize for  

Literature. | The sergeant-major fought on the Somme, where he was awarded the 

Military Medal. | Penn was awarded an Oscar for Best Supporting Actor. | She 

was awarded a law degree at Yale University. | The court awarded him damages of  

$500,000 (=they said he should receive this money because of the harm done to  

him).leave also bequeath /bɪˈkwiːð,  

bɪˈkwiːθ/ formalhouse | money | painting | collection | estateto officially arrange 

for someone to have something that you own after your death:He left his house to his  

children in his will. | An uncle left her enough money to travel to Europe. | Sainsbury,  

who died last year, bequeathed 18 paintings from artists including Claude Monet and 

Paul Gauguin. | He bequeathed his entire collection of 1,279 artworks to the City of  

Philadelphia. | The estate was bequeathed to the 

nation.lavish formalpraise | gifts | money | attentionto give someone a lot of  

something:The French press lavished praise on the book when it was published. | She 

was lavished with gifts including airline tickets and jewellery. | The company lavished 

money on a new $850 million headquarters in Manhattan. | He was jealous of all  

the attention that was lavished on his sister. Lavish is used in two ways. You  

can lavish praise/attention etc on someone, or lavish someone with praise/attention  

etc. confer formalright | power | status | privilege | benefit | title | honour | de

greeto officially give someone a special right, power, or honour:The 

Constitution conferred equal rights on all US citizens. | The contract confers power on  

the directors of the company to manage its affairs. | In many societies, being a  
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doctor confers special status. | Pope Leo X conferred the title ‘Defender of the Faith’ on  

Henry VIII. | She received the highest honour that her country could confer  

on her. | The university will confer the degree of Doctor of Law on Professor  

Gregory.bestow formalhonour | gift | title | name | privilege | right | citizenship

 | favourto give someone something to show how much they are respected – a very  

formal use:Churchill was awarded the Congressional Gold Medal, the highest  

civilian honour that America can bestow. | The king bestowed many 

precious gifts upon her. | The title of “Grand Cross of the Order of Liberty”  

was bestowed upon him by the president. | He bestowed the name ‘Virginia’ on this  

area of land, in honour of his queen. | American citizenship was bestowed upon the 

Native Americans in 1924.TO PUT SOMETHING IN SOMEONE’S HANDhandto put  

something in someone’s hand:She handed a note to the waiter and asked him to give 

it to the person at the next table. | He handed her his coat. If  

you hand something out, you give it to a group of people: The teacher was handing  

out forms to the students.If you hand something over, you give it to someone,  

especially when you do not want to: The police officer ordered him to hand over the  

gun. passto move something so that someone can have it, by putting it in their hand,  

or by putting it next to them:Can you pass me my glasses? | She passed him the 

paper and said “Read this!” You often ask someone to pass you something when you  

are eating: Can you pass me the salt/sugar/water?Pass is also often used in sport,  

when one player throws or kicks the ball to another player: He passes the ball to  

Johnson, who scores. presentprize | award | cup | chequeto formally or officially  

give something to someone by putting it in their hands, especially at a formal  

ceremony:The prizes were presented by club president Lawrence 

Mitchell. | The award will be presented by Michelle Obama. | The 

championship cup was presented to the winning team 

captain. | He presented a cheque for £50,000 to the hospital. | The head of the 

school was presented with flowers and gifts by the students. Prepositions with  

verbs meaning giveThe usual preposition is to.  

You give/donate/distribute/award/leave/hand/pass/present something to someone.  

You can also say:give/award/leave/hand/pass someone  

something.You lavish/confer/bestow something on/upon someone. Upon is used in  
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formal English. 2. to do something such as make a speech in front of an 

audienceTHESAURUS: give→ do 

give up /gɪv ˈʌp/ verbTHESAURUS > stop1 (1) 

glad /glæd/ adjective  THESAURUS > happy 

glance1 /ɡlɑːns $ ɡlæns/ verb [I always + adv/prep]  to quickly look at someone 

or somethingADVERBSglance up/down/across (at sb/sth) She glanced up at him 

before continuing to read. | He glanced down and noticed that she was wearing red 
shoes. | She glanced across at Ralph, who continued to look uncomfortable.glance 
away Blushing, Polly glanced away.glance back He walked away, and this time he 

didn’t glance back.glance over (at sb/sth) I saw him glance over at his friend.glance 
sideways She glanced sideways to see Neil’s expression.glance 
nervously/anxiously Rosa glanced nervously at the door.glance 

quickly/briefly He glanced quickly around the room again.glance 
surreptitiously (=quickly and secretly so that other people do not 
notice) Maria glanced surreptitiously at the papers on his desk.barely glance at 

sb/sth (=almost not look at someone or something) He had barely glanced at her all 
evening.VERBShappen to glance at/over etc sth (=look by chance) Jake happened 
to glance out of the window, and noticed a car outside.turn to glance at sb/sth She 

had turned to glance at her friend.PREPOSITIONSglance at sb/sth Shelley glanced 
at the clock.glance towards sb/sth Everyone glanced towards the door.glance 
around/round sth He glanced around the restaurant before sitting down. 

glance2 /glɑːns $ glæns/ noun  a quick lookADJECTIVESa quick/brief glance I 

had little time for more than a quick glance around the house.a cursory glance (=a 
very quick look without much attention to details) I cast a cursory glance over the 

document.a fleeting glance (=a very quick look) Stephen caught a fleeting glance of 
his father in the crowd.a backward glance He took a quick backward glance at the 
house, and then walked on.a sidelong/sideways glance (=a way of looking by 

moving your eyes to the side) Christina gave her husband a sidelong glance.a furtive 
glance (=a quick secret look) I sneaked a furtive glance at the letter on her desk.a 
casual glance (=without any serious interest or attention) At a casual glance, the two 

pictures look identical.a meaningful glance (=clearly showing what you think) They 
exchanged meaningful glances.a nervous glance With a quick nervous glance up and 
down the road, she stepped into the house.a curious glance Her unusual clothes 

attracted some curious glances from other people in the restaurant.a warning 
glance Santerre continued, ignoring his wife’s warning glance.an admiring 
glance Her appearance drew admiring glances from men.VERBSgive sth/sb a 

glance He gave me a brief glance, then nodded.cast/take/have a glance at 
sth (=have a quick look at something) Can you cast a glance at this 
report? | She took a quick glance around the office.steal/sneak a glance (=look 

quickly and secretly) Alice stole a quick glance in the mirror to check her hair.shoot a 
glance at sth/sb also shoot sth/sb a glance (=look extremely quickly) He shot a 
glance at Ellen, making sure she understood him.exchange glances (=look at each 

other quickly) The two brothers exchanged glances. | Mai exchanged glances with 
Tatsuya.sb’s glance falls on sth (=someone looks at something) Geoff’s glance fell 
on the broken vase.PREPOSITIONSa glance at sb/sth A glance at my watch showed 

that it was still only 9.30.a glance towards/over/across etc sth After a glance 
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through the window, Mary started to worry.a glance from sb She was completely 

unaware of the curious glances from people walking past.with a glance With a 
glance at the clock, she got up.without a glance He and Nina passed without a 

glance.PHRASESat a glance (=by looking at something or someone very quickly) I 
could tell at a glance what it was.at first glance (=when you first look at something or 
someone) At first glance everything looked normal. 

gland /ɡlænd/ noun [C]  an organ of the body which produces a substance that 

the body needs, such as hormones, sweat, or salivaVERBSa gland produces sth also a 
gland secretes sth technical The pituitary gland secretes nine hormones.ADJECTIVESa 
swollen gland (=one that is bigger than usual because of illness) He had a sore throat 

and swollen glands. 

glare1 /gleə $ gler/ verb  to look angrily at someone or something for a long 

timeADVERBSglare angrily/furiously He stood up, still glaring angrily at his 

mother.glare fiercely The two men stood glaring fiercely at each other.glare 
accusingly She turned and glared accusingly in Lindsey’s 
direction.PREPOSITIONS/ADVERBSglare at sb “Where did he go?” Katherine demanded, 

glaring at her daughter.glare back Ebert was glaring back at him, his hands shaking 
with anger. 

glare2 noun  1. an angry lookADJECTIVESan angry/furious/hostile glare He 

fixed his audience with an angry glare.a steely/icy glare (=a very determined 
glare) Her eyes narrowed into a steely glare.VERBSgive sb a glare Instead of 

answering his question, she gave him a hostile glare.fix sb with a glare (=look at 
someone very closely in an angry way) Her mother fixed her with a glare as soon as 
she entered the room.2. very bright light which is unpleasant to look atADJECTIVESthe 

harsh/intense/brilliant glare (=very strong and unpleasant) The sun came up, 
giving the snow the harsh glare of desert sand.the blinding glare (=so strong that it 
is difficult for you to see) They shielded their eyes against the blinding glare of the 

sun.VERBSreduce/stop/eliminate glare These sunglasses help to reduce 
glare.reflect the glare The whitewashed houses reflected the glare of the sun. 

glass /ɡlɑːs $ ɡlæs/ noun  a transparent solid substance used for making 

windows, bottles etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS + glassbroken glass She cleaned up 
the broken glass with a dustpan and brush.stained glass (=glass of different colours 
used in windows) He designed the stained glass windows of Coventry cathedral.tinted 

glass (=coloured rather than completely transparent) The car had tinted glass.frosted 
glass (=glass with a rough surface so that it is not transparent) The bathroom windows 
were made of frosted glass.clear glass (=that you can see through rather than being 

coloured) The drink comes in clear glass bottles.plate glass (=big pieces of glass made 
in large thick sheets, used especially in shop windows) Vandals smashed a plate 
glass window.safety glass (=strong glass that breaks into small pieces that are not 

sharp) The company makes safety glass for car windows.glass + NOUNSa glass 
bottle/bowl/vase etc Glass bottles can be recycled very easily.a glass 
window/door The doors had two round glass windows in them.VERBSglass 

breaks This type of glass doesn’t break easily.glass shatters (=breaks into small 
pieces) When glass shatters, it leaves jagged edges.glass cracks Glass will crack if too 
much pressure is put on it.PHRASESa piece of glass He cut his foot on a piece of 

glass.a shard/splinter of glass (=a sharp piece of broken glass) People were injured 
by shards of glass following the explosion.a fragment of glass (=a small piece of 
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glass that has broken off) Fragments of glass covered the floor near the broken 

window.a pane of glass (=a piece of glass used in a window) There was a broken pane 
of glass in the kitchen window.a sheet of glass (=a piece of flat glass) Sheets of 

glass were used as shelves. 

glasses /ˈglɑːsɪz/ noun  two pieces of specially cut glass or plastic in a frame, 

which you wear in order to see more clearlyVERBSwear glasses I didn’t know you wore 
glasses.put on your glasses He put on his glasses and read through the 

instructions.take off/remove your glasses Elsie took off her glasses and rubbed her 
eyes.wipe/clean your glasses Harry wiped his glasses with the corner of a 
handkerchief.break your glasses I broke my glasses when I accidentally sat on 

them.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + glassesdark glasses (=sunglasses) She wore a scarf over 
her head and dark glasses.thick glasses (=with lenses that are thick) The old man 
looked up at them through thick glasses.reading/driving glasses (=for reading or 

driving) I can’t find my reading glasses.distance glasses (=for seeing things that are 
not close to you) Without her distance glasses she couldn’t see his expression.tinted 
glasses (=with coloured glass) He always wore a pair of tinted glasses.steel-

rimmed/gold-rimmed/horn-rimmed glasses (=with frames made of steel, gold 
etc) He was a thin little guy with gold-rimmed glasses.glasses + NOUNSa glasses 

case She put her glasses back in her glasses case.PHRASESa pair of glasses She was 
wearing a new pair of glasses. 

gleam /gliːm/ verb  to shine softlyNOUNS + gleama light gleams She pointed to 

a first-floor window where a light gleamed faintly.sb’s eyes gleam He laughed, 

his eyes gleaming with amusement.sb’s teeth gleam His teeth gleamed under his 
moustache.sb’s hair gleams Her hair was gleaming in the sunlight.water 
gleams The water in the lake gleamed under the pale moon.wood/a table 

gleams The long conference table gleamed in the morning light.ADVERBSgleam 
brightly The moon gleamed brightly in the sky.gleam faintly/dully Her 
teeth gleamed faintly through half-parted lips.PREPOSITIONSgleam with sth The 

wooden floor was gleaming with wax polish.PHRASESgleam white/gold/silver His 
teeth gleamed white in the darkness. 

glide /ɡlaɪd/ verb [I]  to move smoothly and quietly, as if without 

effortADVERBSglide along/over The couples glided over the dance floor.glide 
away/down/up/through etc Sea birds glided through the air, suddenly diving into 
the ocean for fish.glide effortlessly Experienced skiers glided effortlessly down the 

slopes.glide gracefully Skaters were gliding gracefully over the ice.glide 
smoothly Sailing boats glided smoothly over the calm surface of the lake. 

glimpse /ɡlɪmps/ noun [C]  1. a quick look at someone or something that does 

not allow you to see them clearlyVERBScatch/get a glimpse They caught a glimpse of 
a dark green car.have a glimpse Stephen had a glimpse of a man running past the 
car.ADJECTIVESa brief/quick/fleeting glimpse (=lasting a very short time) We only 

had a fleeting glimpse of the river.an occasional glimpse (=one that does not happen 
often) The sky was often cloudy, and we caught only occasional glimpses of the sun.a 
tantalising glimpse (=one that makes you want to see more) She gave us 

a tantalising glimpse of the cake.sb’s first glimpse of sth (=the first time someone 
sees something) I got my first glimpse of the sea when I was seven, on a school 
outing.2. a short experience of something that helps you understand itADJECTIVESa 

rare glimpse The programme gives you a rare glimpse into the private life of the royal 
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family.a fascinating glimpse The exhibition provides a fascinating glimpse of how 

people lived in ancient Egypt.VERBSgive/allow sb a glimpse We were given a 
glimpse of the team’s preparations for the Olympic Games.provide/offer a 

glimpse The court case offers a glimpse into the top-secret world of medical 
research.show/reveal a glimpse The young player struggled at times, but showed 
glimpses of the great sportsman he could become.get/have a glimpse We got a 

few glimpses of how well she could play.PREPOSITIONSa glimpse of sth Visit the 
weekly market to get a glimpse of traditional Italian life.a glimpse into the 
future/the past/sb’s world The film offers a glimpse into the future of our planet. 

global /ˈɡləʊbəl $ ˈɡloʊ-/ adjective  affecting or including the whole 

worldNOUNSthe global economy The financial problems in the US affected the global 
economy.global trade There is a growing global trade in hazardous waste, which 
needs regulation.the global market The company has a large share of the global 

market for computers.the global village/community (=the world considered as a 
place where all people live closely together) In today’s global village, events in small 
countries can affect events worldwide.ADVERBSincreasingly global (=involving more 

of the world’s countries) The economy is increasingly global, so events worldwide have 
an effect on it.truly global (=really including every country in the world) The internet 

is a truly global network that links millions of people. 

global warming /ˌgləʊ ɔːmɪŋ/ noun [U]  a general increase in world 

temperatures caused by increased amounts of carbon dioxide around the 
EarthVERBScause global warming Burning fossil fuels such as coal causes global 

warming.reduce/curb global warming They failed to agree on actions to curb global 
warming.stop/prevent global warming Larger countries should do more to stop 
global warming.deal with/tackle global warming Urgent action is needed to tackle 

global warming.fight/combat global warming The leaders are meeting to discuss 
ways to combat global warming.contribute to global warming (=help cause global 
warming) Gases such as carbon dioxide contribute to global warming by trapping heat 

in the atmosphere.sth is caused by global warming The rise in sea levels is caused 
by global warming.sth is linked/related to global warming The recent floods 
have been linked to global warming.PHRASESthe effects/consequences of global 

warming One of the effects of global warming has been the melting of the 
glaciers. | Scientists have warned of the terrible consequences of global warming for 

the environment.the threat of global warming To deal with the threat of global 
warming, countries must work together on clean energy.the fight/battle against 
global warming The fight against global warming is one of the most important issues 

of our times. 

globe AC /ɡləʊb $ ɡloʊb/ noun [C]  the worldPHRASEShalfway around the 

globe We had gone halfway around the globe, only to find shops selling the same 
things we could buy at home.on/to the other side of the globe The internet allows 

information to be sent to the other side of the globe with just the click of a 
button.in/from every corner of the globe (=in or from every part of the 
world) Scientific information has come in from every corner of the globe.ADJECTIVESthe 

entire/whole globe These lines circle the entire globe, allowing information to travel 
quickly around the world.VERBScircle the globe (=go around the globe) They were the 
first to circle the globe in a hot-air balloon.span the globe (=include all the countries 

in the world) His publishing businesses span the globe.spread across the globe The 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [968] 

slowdown in the economy spread across the globe.PREPOSITIONSaround/across the 

globe The book includes stories from writers around the globe. | The television show is 
popular with audiences across the globe.all over the globe Millions of people all over 

the globe use the internet to keep in touch. 

gloom /ɡluːm/ noun  1. a feeling of great sadness and lack of hopePHRASESbe 

filled with gloom She was filled with gloom when she heard the news.be 
sunk/shrouded in gloom (=feel very sad and hopeless) The boy was sunk in 

gloom and would not speak.cast (a) gloom over sth (=make people feel sad) Her 
father’s illness cast a gloom over the holidays.add to the gloom (=make people feel 
more sad) To add to the gloom, the team’s best player is injured.doom and 

gloom (=when there seems no hope) The economic situation is not all doom and 
gloom – some industries are doing very well.an atmosphere of gloom They laughed, 
and the atmosphere of gloom lightened a little.a sense of gloom He had a sense of 

gloom about the test.VERBSgloom descends (=people start to feel sad) Gloom 
descended on the crowd when the news was announced.gloom deepens (=people feel 
more sad) The party’s gloom deepened as the election results came in.gloom 

lifts (=people stop feeling sad) Germany’s gloom lifted when Stallkamp scored a 
goal.dispel/lift the gloom (=make people feel less sad) Now for some good news 

to dispel the gloom.ADJECTIVESeconomic gloom It was a year of economic gloom for 
the car industry.deep gloom There was deep gloom about the future.deepening 
gloom (=becoming worse) There is deepening gloom over the country’s economic 

prospects.the general gloom (=when many people feel there is not much 
hope) Amid the general gloom, there are some positive signs.PREPOSITIONSgloom 
about/over/at sth There is deepening gloom over the lack of progress in the peace 

negotiations.2. almost complete darkness – used especially in literaturePHRASESsb’s 
eyes become accustomed to the gloom (=they start to be able to see in the 
darkness) My eyes gradually became accustomed to the gloom.be shrouded in 

gloom The ballroom was empty and shrouded in gloom.peer into the gloom “Who’s 
that?” the old woman asked, peering into the gloom.ADJECTIVESdeep gloom They 
wandered through the deep gloom of the forest.deepening/gathering 

gloom (=becoming darker) We drove through the deepening gloom.damp/cold 
gloom The two men stood in the chilly damp gloom.PREPOSITIONSin the gloom All 
she could see in the gloom was the high wall of a building.through the gloom Through 

the gloom, he could just make out the figure of a man.into/out of the gloom I 
stared into the gloom. | Out of the gloom, a car appeared. 

gloomy /ˈgluːmi/ adjective  THESAURUS 

> cloudy, dark (1), depressing, sad (1) 

glorious adjective  THESAURUS > beautiful 

glory /ˈɡlɔːri/ noun  1. praise and admiration from peoplePHRASESsb’s moment 

of glory His moment of glory came in the second half of the game when he scored.a 
blaze of glory (=when someone or something is praised a lot) The film opened in a 
blaze of glory with rave reviews from critics.sb’s dreams of glory His dreams of 

glory were shattered when he lost to Federer.VERBSwin glory These men had won 
glory in battle.bring glory to sb/sth Locals hope the discovery will bring prosperity 
and glory to the town.cover yourself in glory (=do something that makes people 

admire you) As team captain, he hasn’t covered himself in glory.bask/bathe/revel in 
the glory of sth (=enjoy the fame and admiration you get) He basked in the glory 
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of his achievement.steal sb’s glory (=do something that makes you more admired 

than someone else doing something similar) She played brilliantly, but 
Shaw stole all the glory by scoring three times.ADJECTIVESreflected glory (=fame that 

you get because you are close to someone admired) She basked in the reflected 
glory of her daughter’s marriage to such a famous actor.personal glory She put the 
team’s interests above personal glory.greater glory (=more fame and admiration) He 

aimed to bring greater glory to France.past glory (=past successes) Journalists only 
ever talk about past glories and no one thinks of the future.glory + NOUNSglory 
days/years (=a time in the past when someone or something was admired) The 

team’s glory days are over.2. great and impressive beautyPHRASESrestore sth to its 
former glory (=make something impressive and beautiful again) This 17th-century 
house has been restored to its former glory.in all its/their etc glory Charles had 

longed to see Venice in all its glory.ADJECTIVESsth’s full glory Roses reach their full 
glory in June.3. something’s most impressive featureADJECTIVESsth’s great glory The 
castle’s great glory is its massive twin-towered gatehouse.sth’s crowning glory (=the 

thing that is the most impressive and beautiful) The stunning gardens are the 
hotel’s crowning glory. 

glossy /ˈglɒsi $ ˈglɒːsi, ˈglɑːsi/ adjective  THESAURUS > shiny 

glove /ɡlʌv/ noun  a piece of clothing that you wear on your hand in order to 

protect it or keep it warmPHRASESa pair of gloves Forbes pulled on a pair of black 
leather gloves.VERBSwear gloves I usually wear gloves when gardening.put on your 
gloves Put on your gloves, children – it’s cold outside.take off your gloves He took 

off his gloves and hat.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + gloverubber/leather/woollen etc 
gloves She put on some rubber gloves to do the washing-up.boxing gloves The 
trainer laced up Mike’s boxing gloves.a baseball glove He caught the ball in 

his baseball glove.surgical gloves (=gloves worn by doctors) Surgical gloves help 
prevent the spread of germs.gardening gloves Gardening gloves protect your hands 
from being scratched or stung.an oven glove BrE (=for taking hot things out of the 

oven) Paul used the oven glove to take the hot tray out of the oven.protective 
gloves Protective gloves and a safety helmet are worn to minimize injury.disposable 
gloves (=that you throw away after use) Nurses must wear disposable gloves when 

handling patients.a left-hand/right-hand glove A left-hand glove was found at the 
scene of the crime. 

glow /gləʊ $ gloʊ/ verb  1. to produce or reflect a soft steady lightNOUNS 

+ glowthe sun glows The evening sun glowed in the sky.a lamp/light glows The 
lights of the city glowed in the distance.a fire glows The fire still glowed in the 
fireplace.coals glow A few coals were still glowing in the fireplace.a cigarette 

glows The men stood around, their cigarettes glowing in the dark.ADVERBSglow 
softly/faintly/dimly The bedside lamp glowed dimly.glow brightly/brilliantly The 
lights inside the shop were glowing brightly.glow warmly A candle glowed warmly in 

its holder.glow briefly The sun glowed briefly on the horizon and was gone.glow 
steadily The power light on the computer glowed steadily.PREPOSITIONSglow with 
sth The windows were glowing with a warm yellow light.PHRASESglow 

red/orange/pink The end of her cigarette was glowing red.2. to look very happy and 
healthyNOUNS + glowsb’s face glows also sb’s cheeks glow Her face was glowing as 
we talked.sb’s eyes glow Her eyes glowed with delight when she saw him.sb’s skin 

glows To make your skin glow, eat plenty of fresh fruit and 
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vegetables.ADVERBSpositively glow (=used to emphasize how happy and healthy 

someone looks) Rachael was positively glowing at her birthday party on 
Saturday.PHRASESglow with health He returned from his holiday glowing with 

health.glow with pride/pleasure/happiness She gazed up at him, glowing with 
happiness. 

glum adjective  THESAURUS > sad (1) 

goal AC /ɡəʊl $ ɡoʊl/ noun  1. something that you hope to achieve in the 

futureADJECTIVESthe main goal also the primary goal formal My main goal is to win 
this race. | As a business, their primary goal is to make money.the ultimate 

goal (=that you hope to achieve eventually) The ultimate goal is a fairer and more 
democratic society.a long-term goal (=that you hope to achieve after a long 
time) The organization’s long-term goal is to gain a strong position in the European 

market.a short-term goal (=that you hope to achieve after a short time) Companies 
should not focus only on the short-term goal of profitability.an immediate goal (=that 
you want to achieve very soon) Our immediate goal is to cut costs.an ambitious 

goal (=difficult to achieve) The agreement set ambitious goals to cut greenhouse gas 
emissions worldwide.sb’s personal goal They had to sacrifice personal goals for their 
family life.a common goal (=shared by more than one person or organization) Iran 

and Turkey shared common goals in their handling of the refugee crisis.a 
realistic/achievable goal Students are encouraged to set themselves realistic 
goals for academic improvement. | We pushed for what we thought were achievable 

goals.a modest goal (=not too difficult to achieve) Don’t try to lose a lot of weight 
quickly; set yourself a more modest goal.VERBSachieve/attain/reach your goal She 
worked hard to achieve her goal of becoming a doctor. | They’re hoping to reach their 

goal of raising £10,000 for charity.set a goal (=decide what you want to achieve) It 
helps if you set yourself clear goals.have a goal Henry had one goal in life: to make a 
lot of money.work towards a goal We are all working towards similar goals.pursue a 

goal Have we gone too far in pursuing the goal of national security?NOUNS + goala 
career/business goal The plan sets out our business goals and 

targets.THESAURUS: goal→ aim→ purpose2. the action of making the ball go 

into a goal in a game such as soccerVERBSscore a goal Robbie Keane scored a 
goal just before half-time.get a goal It was great that he got that goal so late in the 

game.head a goal (=score a goal by hitting the ball with your head) Peter 
Crouch headed England’s equalizing goal.make a goal (=help another player to score a 
goal) Rooney made the goal with a superb pass to Saha.concede a goal/let in a 

goal (=let the other team score a goal) Arsenal conceded a goal in the final minute of 
extra time. | They didn’t let in any goals and the game ended in a draw.disallow a 

goal (=not allow a goal to be counted because a rule has been broken) The goal was 
disallowed by the referee.ADJECTIVESa spectacular/superb goal (=very good) He 
has scored some spectacular goals this season.the winning goal The winning 

goal came three minutes before the end.an own goal (=when a player accidentally 
puts the ball into his or her own net) Dixon scored an unfortunate own goal against 
West Ham.a last-minute goal (=one that happens just before the game ends) Italy 

won with a last-minute goal.a late goal (=one that happens near the end of a 
game) A late goal from Aguilera gave Torino a 3–2 victory.an early goal (=one that 
happens near the start of a game) The team got off to a good start with an early 

goal from Jelen.an equalizing goal BrE (=a goal that gives you the same number of 
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points as your opponent) A loud cheer went up as he scored the equalizing goal.goal + 

NOUNSa goal scorer He is the team’s top goal scorer.a goal attempt Ford missed a 
goal attempt.PREPOSITIONSa goal by/from sb A goal from Bowyer gave Leeds a 

victory. 

goat /ɡəʊt $ ɡoʊt/ noun  an animal that has horns on top of its head and long 

hair under its chinADJECTIVES/NOUNS + goata wild goat There are wild goats in the 
hills around the town.a mountain goat He was as agile as a mountain goat as he 

climbed up the rocks (=he moved as easily and skilfully as a mountain goat).a billy 
goat (=a male goat) The billy goat had big horns.a nanny goat (=a female goat) They 

went to look at the nanny goat and her two kids. A baby goat is called  

a kid. VERBSkeep goats They kept goats and chickens.tether a goat (=tie it with a 

rope to a post) The goats were tethered on a patch of grass.milk a goat My mother fed 

the chickens and milked the goat.a goat bleats (=makes a noise) The goat 
bleated loudly.goats graze (=eat grass etc) Sheep and goats grazed the 
plains.PHRASESa herd/flock of goats We had to stop for a herd of goats to cross the 

road.goat’s milk/cheese Goat’s cheese has a distinctive taste. 

go away /gəʊ əˈweɪ/ verbTHESAURUS > disappear, stop1 (2) 

god /ɡɒd $ ɡɑːd/ noun  1. the spirit or being who Christians, Jews, Muslims etc 

pray to, and who they believe created the universe This sense is usually written with a  

capital letter as God. VERBSbelieve in God Do you believe in God?pray to 

God They prayed to God for forgiveness.worship God (=show love and respect for 
God) On this day, people worship God and thank Him for the harvest.praise God They 
came to the church to praise God.find God (=start to believe in God) He was an armed 

robber before he found God.God exists I believe that God exists.PHRASESbelief/faith 
in God About one third of the population has no belief in God. | Her faith in God helped 
her deal with her illness.God’s will/the will of God (=what God wants to happen) He 

believed it was God’s will that they should suffer.Almighty God/God 
Almighty (=used to emphasize God’s power) He swore by Almighty God to tell the 
truth.the word of God (=what God says) Missionaries travelled the world to tell 

people the word of God.a gift from God Life is a gift from God.God’s existence/the 
existence of God Philosophers argued about the existence of God.2. a male spirit who 
is believed by some religions to control the world or part of it, or who represents a 

particular qualityADJECTIVESa Greek/Roman/Egyptian/Norse god Janus is one of 
the most important Roman gods.PREPOSITIONSthe god of sth Eros is the Greek god 

of love.THESAURUS: godgoddessa female god:Artemis was the Greek goddess  

of the moon.deitya god. Deity is more formal than god:Ganesh is a Hindu 

deity. | There were statues of Roman deities. | He was the supreme deity (=the most  

important and most powerful god).idola picture or statue that people pray to as a  

god:a bronze idolSOMEONE WHO DOES NOT BELIEVE IN GODatheistsomeone who 

believes that God does not exist:Her father was an atheist and he did not want a  

church funeral. | Professor Dawkins is well known for his atheist  
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views.agnosticsomeone who believes that people cannot know whether God exists or  

not:He was an agnostic rather than an atheist.  

gold /ɡəʊld $ ɡoʊld/ noun  a very valuable soft yellow metalADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ goldsolid gold The chain was made of solid gold.pure gold Pure gold can be beaten 

out to form very thin sheets.9/18/24 carat gold (=a measurement used to show how 
pure gold is) These earrings are 18 carat gold.yellow/white/red gold The necklace 
has six diamonds set in white gold.burnished gold literary (=polished gold) The wood 

was polished till it shone like burnished gold.molten gold (=gold that is so hot it is 
liquid) They pour the molten gold into a mould.gold + NOUNSa gold 
chain/ring/watch/coin etc He wore a gold ring on the third finger of his left 

hand. | He had inherited his grandfather’s gold watch. | A number of gold coins were 
found buried in a field.gold jewellery BrE gold jewelry AmE She likes wearing 
chunky gold jewellery.a gold medal (=for first place in a race etc) She dreams of 

winning an Olympic gold medal.gold leaf (=a very thin sheet of gold) The picture 
frame was covered with gold leaf.gold bullion (=bars of gold) Gold bullion worth £26 
million was taken in the robbery.a gold bar/ingot (=a piece of gold the size of a 

brick) The bank keeps the gold bars locked in its vault.gold dust (=very small pieces of 
gold) They traded cloth and china for spices and gold dust.a gold nugget (=a small 

rough piece of gold) They found the most gigantic gold nugget you’ve ever seen.a gold 
mine Her father worked in a gold mine.a gold field (=an area where there are a lot of 
gold mines) He had made a fortune in the gold fields of South Africa.a gold rush (=a 

time when people hurry to a place where gold has been found, hoping to find gold 
themselves) People headed west in the days of the California gold rush.VERBSprospect 
for gold (=try to find gold) The company had prospected for gold in China, with some 

success.pan for gold (=wash soil in order to find small pieces of gold in it) Every day 
he went down to the river to pan for gold.mine (for) gold 70 percent of gold is 
now mined in developing countries.find gold also strike gold The French came to 

America in the hope of finding gold there.be set in gold (=be surrounded by or 
attached to a piece of gold jewellery) The diamonds and rubies are set in eighteen-

carat gold. Using gold when saying that something is very valuableIf you say  

something is (like) gold dust, you mean it is difficult to get and people will pay a lot  

of money for it: Tickets for the show are like gold dust.A gold mine is often used  

about something that makes a lot of money for someone: The shop turned out to be  

a gold mine for us.Strike gold originally meant “to find gold”. It is now usually used  

when someone has discovered or created something very valuable: The company that  

makes the drug thinks it has struck gold.  

golden /ˈɡəʊldən $ ˈɡoʊl-/ adjective  having a bright yellow colour like 

goldNOUNSgolden hair She had golden hair and blue eyes.a golden beach The Costa 
del Sol has almost two hundred miles of golden beaches.golden sand The resort has a 

long beach of fine golden sand.golden light In the evening, the front of the house is 
bathed in golden light.a golden glow The interior was lit only by the golden glow of 
the fire.a golden colour BrE a golden color AmE This soup is a beautiful golden 
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color. Golden or gold?Golden is the usual word to use when talking about  

colour: She has beautiful golden hair. the island’s golden beachesGold is the usual  

word to use when saying that something is made of gold: a gold bracelet. Golden is  

rarely used in this meaning, but you will sometimes see it in stories: the goose that  

lays the golden eggs The Man with the Golden Gun. In these phrases the idea of the  

colour and the material are mixed together.  

golf /ɡɒlf $ ɡɑːlf, ɡɒːlf/ noun  a game in which you hit a small white ball into holes 

in the groundVERBSplay golf I often play golf at the weekends.take up golf (=start 
playing golf) She took up golf as a way of getting more exercise.golf + NOUNSa golf 
course (=an area of land designed for playing golf) The hotel has an 18-hole golf 

course.a golf club (=an organization that runs a golf course, or the building where 
members meet) Keith is a member of the Royal Aberdeen Golf Club.golf clubs (=long 
thin sticks for hitting the ball in golf) She bought a new set of golf clubs.a golf 

tournament/championship He will play in the British Open golf championship.sb’s 
golf swing (=the way someone moves a golf club when hitting the ball) He had 
lessons to improve his golf swing.a golf bag (=that holds the clubs) I put the golf 

bag over my shoulder.a golf ball His golf ball was lost in some long grass.a golf 
cart (=a small car used on golf courses) He used a golf cart to get around the course.a 

golf lesson I’m thinking of taking golf lessons.a golf professional (=someone who 
plays golf, or gives people golf lessons, as a job) He’s employed at the resort as a golf 
professional.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + golfamateur/professional golf The standard 

of amateur golf is improving.tournament/championship golf The course is suitable 
for world-class championship golf.PHRASESa game/round of golf He invited me to 
join him for a round of golf. 

good /ɡʊd/ adjective (better /ˈbetə $ -ər/best /best/)  1. used about things that 

you like, or about things that are useful, suitable, or of high qualityNOUNSa good 
time/day/year We had a really good time at the party.good news I have some good 
news – you’ve passed your exam.a good idea/suggestion It’s a good idea to take 

some warm blankets if you’re driving in snow.good advice The book offers plenty 
of good advice on buying a house.the good thing/aspect/point The good 
thing about this car is that it is cheap to run.a good reason/excuse/argument Is 

there a good reason why you haven’t done your homework?a good effect The changes 
had a good effect on the economy.a good example/illustration The church is a good 

example of early English architecture.good luck Some people believe that black cats 
bring good luck.good weather I hope we have good weather for our picnic next 
week.good food The restaurant serves good food at a reasonable price.a good 

hotel/restaurant/place Do you know any good places to eat?a good 
book/film/song Have you read any good books recently?ADVERBSreally good I 
thought the play was really good.rather/quite/pretty good The facilities at the 

school are quite good.particularly/especially good The food was nice and the 
dessert was especially good.outstandingly/exceptionally good 2009 had been 
an exceptionally good year for the company.good enough The weather wasn’t good 

enough for a barbecue.PHRASESbe of good quality The carpets are of good 
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quality and are very expensive.THESAURUS: 

goodniceday | place | house | hotel | feeling | idea | surprise | meal | weather

pleasant and enjoyable. Nice is very common in spoken English. In essays and formal  

written English, it is better to use other words:Have a nice day. | Heidelberg is a nice  

place to live. | What a nice surprise! I wasn’t expecting to see you. | It will be really  

nice to meet your  

brother.fineview | food | example | performance | painting | collection | buildin

g | church | piece of workvery good and impressive:The hotel has fine views of the 

old town. | This restaurant serves some of the finest food in Italy. | The house is a fine 

example of a Tudor building. | The museum has a fine collection of clocks dating back  

to 1658. | This is an extremely fine piece of work. Fine can be used to talk about  

good weather: If it’s fine tomorrow, we’ll go for a walk.You can also use fine to say  

that your health is good, especially when you were ill  

before: I’m fine now. soundadvice | reason | judgment | decision | strategy | in

vestmentgood and sensible:The book is full of sound advice. | There is a very sound 

reason for this decision. | Some people have questioned whether  

his judgment was sound. | Property always makes a sound investment. Sound is  

often used after an adverb: financially/theoretically/morally/ecologically etc  

sound: The product is easy to use and is environmentally  

sound. attractiveoffer | idea | prospect | opportunity | proposition | option | al

ternative | deal | price | rate | feature | argument | investment | targetif  

something is attractive, it seems good and makes you feel that you want to do 

something:It was a very attractive offer and I was tempted by it. | Some people find  

the idea of living abroad attractive. | The company offers an attractive opportunity for  

investors. | Setting up your own business may seem like an attractive proposition, but  

you need to be aware of the risks involved. | Buying direct from the manufacturer  

seems the most attractive option. | The product is available at a very attractive 

price. | The scheme has a number of attractive features. | The city centre is  

an attractive target for terror  

attacks.desirable formalquality | feature | attribute | place | location | area | ai

m | goal | outcome | state of affairsused about things that you want to have,  

places where you want to live, or things that you want to happen:Most drivers put  

safety at the top of the list of desirable features in a car. | California remains  

a desirable place to live. | Getting rid of all nuclear weapons sounds like a  

very desirable aim. | Clearly, this situation is not a desirable state of  
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affairs.favourable BrE favorable AmEresponse | reaction | reception | impressio

n | reviews | comments | conditions | climate | position | result | outcomegood 

– used especially when people like something, or when the conditions are suitable for  

success:The new style of exam received a favourable response from teachers. | She 

wanted to make a favourable impression at the interview (=she wanted people to like  

her and think she was suitable for the job). | Conditions are favourable for  

sailing. | There was little hope of a favourable  

outcome.positiveeffect | influence | impact | experience | step | aspect | feedb

ack | response | reaction | comments | results | contributiongood – used 

especially when something has a good or useful effect, or shows that you like 

something:Exercise has a positive effect on health. | Working here has been a  

very positive experience for me. | There are a lot of positive aspects to retirement, but  

there is a negative side too. | The response from our customers has been 

very positive.beneficialeffect | impact | influence | consequences | change | arr

angement | rolehaving a good effect:Drinking plenty of water has a beneficial  

effect on your skin. | Aspirin has a potentially beneficial role in preventing heart  

attacks.ANTONYMS → bad (1)2. doing something in a skilful wayNOUNSa good 

player/team The team has some really good players.a good 

actor/singer/painter/writer He’s a very good actor and he’s been in a lot of films.a 
good swimmer/skier/driver/teacher I’m not a very good swimmer.a good 
student Amelie’s teachers say she is a good student who asks intelligent questions.a 

good cook Eva was a good cook and often made cakes for us.good 
English/French/Japanese etc Your French is really good – have you lived in 
France?a good game It was a good game and the players played well.a good 

performance/speech We want to put on a good performance.a good job/good 
work Ken did a good job of painting the house.a good grade/mark Svetlana always 
gets good grades in English.Don’t say I want to be a good English speaker. Say I want 

to speak English well/fluently/like a native speaker.ADVERBSreally good Daniel is really 
good at tennis.rather/quite/pretty good I’m quite good at 
art.exceptionally/outstandingly good Mike has done an outstandingly good job and 

I’d like to thank him.good enough The team are not good enough to win the 
competition.PREPOSITIONSgood at (doing) sth Ella is very good at making 
clothes.PHRASESbe good with your hands (=be good at making things) My dad was 

very good with his hands and made some beautiful things for the house.be good with 
figures (=be good at doing calculations) You should ask Steve – he’s very good with 
figures.be good with words Some sports players aren’t very good with words.be 

good with people/children He is very good with children and knows how to talk to 
them.ANTONYMS → bad (3)3. behaving in a way that is morally right, or in the way 

that you should behaveNOUNSa good man/woman/person Ford was a good 
man who was well respected by voters.a good boy/girl/child/dog Have you been 
a good boy at school today?good behaviour BrE good behavior AmE It is important 

to reward good behaviour.good manners (=polite behaviour) It is only good 
manners to obey the traffic regulations wherever you are.good intentions She was full 
of good intentions when she started her job.a good deed (=a good thing that you 
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do) I feel like I’ve done my good deed for today.PHRASESas good as gold (=very well 

behaved) The children were as good as gold.be on your best behaviour BrE be on 
your best behavior AmE (=behave as well and politely as you can) You’d better be on 

your best behaviour when your grandmother comes to visit.it is good of sb to do 

sth (=it is kind) It was good of them to offer to lend us the money.THESAURUS: 

goodniceperson | man | guy | bloke | woman | child | kidgood, kind, and 

friendly. Nice is very common in spoken English. In written English, it is better to use 

other words:Dave’s a really nice guy. | It was nice of him to help.well  

behavedchild | pupil | dog | pet | crowdbehaving in a polite calm way, and doing  

what you are told to do:The children were very well behaved all day. | Well-behaved 

dogs are welcome at the hotel. | A police spokesman said the crowd was  

remarkably well behaved. You write well-behaved before a noun. You write well  

behaved if there is no following  

noun. decentperson | man | woman | guy | bloke | chap | citizengood and 

honest, and treating people in a fair and kind way:My parents were decent hard-

working people. | Hopefully the kids will grow up to be decent citizens. | It's decent  

of you to join  

us.honourable BrE honorable AmEman | woman | thing | history | profession | 

war | defeat | surrender | settlement | compromisemorally correct and showing 

that you have high moral standards, especially when you do something that you feel is  

your duty:Her father was a brave and honourable man. | In the circumstances, the 

only honourable thing she can do is to resign. | The country has a long and honourable  

history. | She still believed that politics was an honourable profession. | There is no 

such thing as an honourable  

war.respectableman | woman | person | family | citizen | business | occupatio

nbehaving and living your life in a way that most people think is morally correct – this  

use seems rather old-fashioned these days:The bar was no place for  

a respectable married man. | To the outside world they seem like perfectly  

normal respectable people. | His mother wants him to marry someone from 

a respectable family. | They didn’t think that running a restaurant was a respectable  

occupation for a woman.virtuous formal or  

humorousman | woman | life | conductbehaving in a morally correct way and having  

very high moral standards:Everybody agreed that Senator Daley was a wise 

and virtuous man. | She felt very virtuous because she hadn’t drunk any alcohol for  

a year.upright formalcitizen | member of the community | manhaving high moral  

standards and always obeying the law:Wordsworth was a man of integrity, an upright  

citizen. | He was regarded as an upright member of the community. | He was a good 

honest upright man.dutiful formalwife | daughter | son | husband | servantcareful  
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to do what people expect you to do, especially people in your family – this use seems 

rather old-fashioned these days:She remained the dutiful wife, never complaining  

about her husband. | I was being a dutiful daughter and a good sister.THESAURUS: 

good→ kind2ANTONYMS → bad (4) 

goodbye /ɡʊdˈbaɪ/ interjection  used when you are leaving or when someone is 

leaving you: Goodbye, John, see you tomorrow. Thank you for calling. 
Goodbye.PHRASESsay goodbye to sb I need to say goodbye to Jane.say your 

goodbyes We said our goodbyes and left. Goodbye or bye?Goodbye sounds rather  

formal and is used especially when talking to people you do not know well. In  

everyday English people usually just say bye. THESAURUS: goodbyebyea 

more informal word for goodbye:“Bye, Annie.” “Bye, Mom,” she said, kissing her  

mother on the cheek. | Bye everyone! | Bye for now – call me if you need 

anything (=used especially on the phone when you know that you will speak to  

someone again soon).see you informalused when saying goodbye to a friend who you 

will see again soon:See you, Darren. | “I’m going now.” “Okay. See you 

tomorrow.” | Have a safe trip back, guys. We’ll see you soon.later/catch you 

later informalused when saying goodbye to a friend you will see again soon. These 

expressions sound very informal and are used especially by young people:Catch you 

later, Matt. | “Later, Mike.” “Later, Steve.”see you around informalused when saying  

goodbye to someone and you are not sure when you will see them again:He spent the 

night with me and then just said “See you around” and left.so long AmEused when 

saying goodbye to someone who you will not see again for a long time:So long, he 

said. Don’t forget to write. | She grabbed Nick by the shoulders and hugged him 

affectionately. “So long, Nick.”have a good weekend/a great trip etcused when 

saying goodbye to someone to wish them a good weekend, an enjoyable trip etc:Have 

a nice weekend. | Have a great time at the concert, guys!have a nice dayused by 

people working in shops when saying goodbye to customers:Here’s your change. Have 

a nice day.take careused when saying goodbye to someone, especially someone you 

like every much, to show that you care about them:“Bye love! Take care.” “You too!  

Bye!”cheerio BrE informalgoodbye. Cheerio sounds rather old-fashioned and is used 

especially by older people:Right, well we’re going now, cheerio  

then!cheers BrE informalgoodbye – used especially by younger people:Cheers, mate!  

See you soon.  

good-looking / ˌgʊd ˈlʊkɪŋ / adjective  THESAURUS > beautiful 

goods /ɡʊdz/ noun  things that are produced in order to be 

soldADJECTIVES/NOUNS + goodselectrical goods People spend more money 
on electrical goods than on clothing.household goods (=which you use in your 

home) The high street has several shops selling household goods.consumer 
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goods (=televisions, washing machines etc) The market for consumer goods is 

huge.white goods BrE (=large electrical equipment such as washing machines and 
refrigerators) Sales of white goods have increased by 15%.luxury goods People are 

getting richer and the demand for luxury goods is growing.imported goods (=from 
other countries) The government raised taxes on imported goods.manufactured 
goods (=made in large quantities using machines) Imports of manufactured 

goods have increased rapidly.perishable goods (=foods etc, that stay fresh for a short 
time only) Perishable goods are transported in refrigerated 
trucks.damaged/defective/faulty goods (=that have something wrong with 

them) Faulty goods can be returned to the manufacturer for a refund.stolen 
goods The police charged him with handling stolen goods.counterfeit goods (=made 
to look like the real thing, but are not the real thing) Counterfeit goods will be seized 

and traders will face prosecution.duty-free goods (=that you do not pay tax on when 
you bring them into a country) Airports have numerous shops selling duty-free 
goods.brown goods BrE (=electrical goods for home entertainment, such as TVs and 

music systems) The company has 22 percent of the total market for brown 
goods.VERBSproduce/manufacture goods The company produces goods for 
export.import goods Huge quantities of goods are imported from China.export 

goods We export our goods all over the world.supply goods The firm supplies 
goods and services to Europe.deliver goods We promise to deliver the goods in time 
for Christmas.transport goods Companies are still choosing to transport most of 

their goods by road.PHRASESgoods and services We pay tax on income and also on 
the goods and services we buy.all sb’s worldly goods (=all the things that someone 

owns) He managed to fit all his worldly goods into four suitcases.THESAURUS: 

goods→ product  

gorgeous /ˈgɔːdʒəs $ ˈgɔːr-/ adjective  THESAURUS > beautiful 

gossip /ˈɡɒsəp, ˈɡɒsɪp $ ˈɡɑː-/ noun  conversation or information about other 

people’s private livesADJECTIVES/NOUNS + gossipthe latest gossip Annie told me 
all the latest gossip from work.juicy gossip informal (=interesting gossip) Do you want 

to hear some juicy gossip?hot gossip informal (=new and interesting) The magazine 
features hot gossip from the world of show business.idle gossip (=not based on 
facts) I’m not interested in idle gossip.malicious gossip (=unkind and intending to 

upset or harm someone) Criticisms of him were based on malicious gossip.scurrilous 
gossip formal (=damaging and untrue) The article was a mixture of facts and 
utterly scurrilous gossip.salacious gossip formal (=about sex) The newspapers have 

an insatiable desire for salacious gossip.celebrity gossip (=about famous people) The 
public shows no sign of losing interest in celebrity gossip.common gossip (=that 
everyone knows about) Their affair had become a subject of common gossip.office 

gossip He told her a few bits of office gossip which he thought might interest 
her.village gossip BrE She knew from village gossip how Harry had treated his first 
wife.VERBSspread gossip Someone’s been spreading gossip about Lucy and 

Ian.exchange gossip (=talk about other people and their private lives with 
someone) They used to meet up and exchange gossip.listen to gossip He was always 
willing to listen to gossip.gossip goes around (=it is told by one person to another) It 

was a small village, and any gossip went around very quickly.gossip + NOUNSa gossip 
column (=a regular article in a newspaper or magazine about the private lives of 
famous people) The princess often appeared in the gossip columns.a gossip 
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columnist (=someone who writes a gossip column) Gossip columnists wrote about 

every aspect of his private life.PREPOSITIONSgossip about sb/sth There is always a 
lot of gossip about professional football players.PHRASESa piece/bit/snippet of 

gossip I’ve got a piece of gossip which might interest you.be the subject of 
gossip (=be talked about) His close friendship with Carol was the subject of gossip. 

government /ˈɡʌvəmənt, ˈɡʌvənmənt $ ˈɡʌvərn-/ noun  1. the group of people 

who govern a country or stateADJECTIVES/NOUNS + governmentthe UK/Japanese etc 

government The UK government has offered to send aid.the Labour/Conservative 
etc government In August 1931, the Labour government collapsed.a left-
wing/right-wing government The new left-wing government restructured the 

economy.the Cameron/Blair/Thatcher etc government Did the Blair 
government do more for Africa than previous ones?central/national 
government (=that deals with national rather than local things) Funding will continue 

to be available from central government for further education for adults.federal 
government (=of the whole of the US rather than of the individual states) The state, 
rather than the federal government, would have to pay the extra cost.local/state/city 

government (=in a particular area) Libraries are the responsibility of local 
government.a democratic government/a democratically elected 

government (=one that people have voted for in a fair election) A military group tried 
to overthrow the democratically elected government.an authoritarian 
government (=a strict one which forces people to obey it) An 

increasingly authoritarian government is threatening people’s political freedom.a 
coalition government (=one made up of members of more than one political 
party) The country has had a succession of weak coalition governments.a minority 

government (=that does not have enough politicians to control parliament) His party 
had gained only enough seats to form a minority government.an interim/caretaker 
government (=one that is in charge for a short time until a new one is elected) An 

interim government will be appointed, pending elections early next year.government + 

NOUNSa government minister A government minister said that there would be an 
inquiry.a government official (=someone who works for a government in an official 

position) He had a meeting with French scientists and government officials.a 
government department/agency/body The Ministry of Justice is the government 
department responsible for prisons in England and Wales. | The National Care 

Standards Commission is a government body which inspects private 
hospitals.government policy Government policy on education has been 
criticized.government spending Government spending on health care totals about 

$60 billion a year.government funding (=money given by the government to an 
organization, industry etc) There have been huge cuts in government funding for arts 
organizations.a government grant (=an amount of money given by the government 

to an organization, industry etc) The technology institute had received a £2 
million government grant.government cuts (=a reduction in the amount of money a 
government spends) Many research centres will close because of government 

cuts.VERBS + governmentelect a government (=vote to choose a government) A new 
government was elected last October.form a government Neither party had the 
majority necessary to form a government.bring down a government (=force it to 

lose power) It was a major scandal that nearly brought down the 
government.overthrow/topple a government (=remove it, especially by 
force) Soldiers made an unsuccessful attempt to overthrow the 
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government.destabilize a government (=make it less strong) He accused the media 

of deliberately trying to destabilize the government.lobby a government (=try to 
persuade a government that a law or situation should be changed) Health 

groups lobbied the government for a ban on smoking in public places.government + 

VERBSa government comes to power/takes office (=it starts to have power) The 
new government took office in May.a government falls/collapses (=it suddenly fails 

and cannot continue) The government collapsed after only nine 
months.PREPOSITIONSunder a government Structural reforms are unlikely under the 
present government.in government He was offered one of the most important 

positions in government.PHRASESa member of the government The prime minister 
and other members of the government travelled to Davos for the meeting.a change of 

government I hope that we will have a change of government soon.THESAURUS: 

governmentadministrationthe government of a country, especially one such as  

the US, which is led by a president:He worked for the Obama administration. | They 

will have to deal with all the problems left by the previous administration.regimea 

government, especially one that was not elected fairly or that you disapprove 

of:Saddam's brutal regime finally ended. | They fought against the apartheid regime in  

South Africa.the executivethe part of the government that makes sure that laws and 

decisions work well:The separation of powers between the executive, the legislature,  

and the judiciary is an important part of the constitution.democracya political system 

in which everyone can vote to choose the government, or a country that has this  

system:In a democracy, people have freedom of speech. | The transition to  

democracy has not been easy (=the change to democracy).republica country that has  

an elected government, and is led by a president, not a king or queen:Mauritius  

became a republic in 1992.monarchy /ˈmɒnəki $ ˈmɑːnərki/the system of having a  

king or queen as the head of state, or a country that has this system:To many people,  

monarchy seems a very old-fashioned concept. | Some monarchies have elected  

governments. | They want the abolition of the monarchy and a change to a presidential  

system.AN UNDEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENTdictatorshipa political system or country that  

has a dictator (=a leader who has complete power and who has not been 

elected):Argentina was a military dictatorship until 1983. | They still remember the 

years of dictatorship, when demonstrations were banned.totalitarianused for  

describing countries in which ordinary people have no power and the government has  

complete control over everything:Hitler became Chancellor in January 1933 and turned  

Germany into a totalitarian state. | The government's objective is to extend its power  

until it achieves the type of control that is characteristic of totalitarian regimes.police 

statea country where the government strictly controls people’s freedom, for example  

to travel or to talk about politics:In those days, East Germany was a police state. | It’s  

like living in a police state.2. the process, method, or system of governing a country or 

stateADJECTIVESstrong/firm government We need a leader who can provide strong 

government.good/effective government The lack of effective government has 
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caused problems over many years for the country.democratic government He 

promised more democratic government for the island.authoritarian 
government Powers were limited to prevent authoritarian government.big 

government (=when the government has a lot or too much control over people’s 
lives) President Clinton declared an end to big government.small government (=when 
the government does not have too much control over people’s lives) The party has 

traditionally supported the idea of small government. 

graceful /ˈɡreɪsfəl/ adjective  moving in a smooth and attractive way, or having 

an attractive shapeNOUNSa graceful movement He watched her graceful 
movements as she came towards him.sb’s graceful neck/legs/arms She had 

slender graceful arms.sth’s graceful lines (=graceful shape) People admire the 
building’s graceful lines.a graceful curve The dancer raised his arm in a graceful 
curve.a graceful sweep (=curved shape or movement) They drove up the graceful 

sweep of the driveway to the house. 

grade AC /ɡreɪd/ noun  a number or letter that a student is given for their work 

or for an examinationADJECTIVESa good grade If you study hard, you will get good 

grades.a bad grade Matt was disappointed because he got a bad grade.a high 
grade She got high grades in all her science subjects.a low grade These boys 
receive low grades because they fail to turn in assignments.the top grade Ted’s 

was the top grade in the maths exam.grade + NOUNSgrade A/B/C etc BrE Applicants 
must have Grade A, B, or C in two GCSE subjects.VERBSget/receive a grade He had 
always received good grades.achieve a grade BrE Rick had achieved good 

exam grades.give/award sb a grade A quarter of all students 
were given a grade A.improve your grades She’s working hard 
to improve her grades. 

gradual /ˈɡrædʒuəl/ adjective  happening slowly over a long period of 

timeNOUNSa gradual change/shift Over the last ten years, there has been a gradual 
change in people’s attitudes.a gradual process Learning is a gradual process.a 

gradual increase in sth One symptom is a gradual increase in your weight.a gradual 
decline/reduction/decrease in sth There was a gradual decline in the birthrate 
during that decade.a gradual improvement/deterioration There has been a gradual 

improvement in girls’ performance in mathematics. | Very often the elderly patient is 
aware of this gradual deterioration.the gradual development of sth A long novel is 
able to show the gradual development of a character.a gradual loss of sth There is 

a gradual loss of function of some brain cells which can result in forgetfulness.a 
gradual withdrawal The US is now planning for a gradual withdrawal of its forces.the 
gradual erosion of sth We are witnessing the gradual erosion of our rights.the 

gradual emergence of sth The book examines the gradual emergence of democracy 

in Europe.THESAURUS: gradual→ slow 

graduate /ˈɡrædʒuət, ˈɡrædʒuɪt/ noun  someone who has completed a university 

degreeADJECTIVES/NOUNS + graduatea university/college/art school etc 
graduate Many university graduates are facing unemployment.a history/science etc 

graduate They want to persuade more science graduates to become teachers.a 
recent/new graduate The firm hires 100 new graduates every year.a 
Cambridge/Harvard/Bristol University etc graduate The head teacher was 

a Cambridge graduate. In American English, college graduate is used more often  
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than university graduate, and someone who has completed their studies at high  

school is a high school graduate. graduate + NOUNSa graduate 

trainee/recruit BrE He joined the newspaper as a graduate trainee.a graduate 

engineer/teacher/nurse BrE The number of jobs for graduate engineers in Scotland 
has almost doubled in the past 18 months.graduate recruitment BrE (=employing 

new graduates) Businesses have found it increasingly difficult to maintain their level 
of graduate recruitment.a graduate student especially AmE He worked on the project 
while a graduate student at Yale.a graduate degree AmE (=one you take after your 

first degree) She has a graduate degree in education from Ohio State.a graduate 
program AmE (=a course or courses for graduates) She hopes to continue her Arabic 
studies in a graduate program at Georgetown University.graduate school AmE (=a 

college where graduates can study) After graduation, Karen and Jess are planning to go 
to graduate school.PREPOSITIONSa graduate of/from York University/Boston 
University etc Terry is a graduate of York University. | She is a law graduate 

from Queen’s University, Belfast.a graduate in engineering/philosophy etc The 
ideal candidate will be a graduate in electronic engineering. 

graduation /ˌɡrædʒuˈeɪʃən/ noun  the time when you complete a university 

degree course, or your education at an American high schoolgraduation + NOUNSa 

graduation ceremony She had come to attend her sister’s graduation 
ceremony.graduation day That photo was taken on graduation day.a graduation 

present/gift His parents gave him a car as a graduation gift.the graduation rate The 
high school graduation rate is about 75 percent.NOUNS + graduationcollege/high 
school graduation AmE He had been with the bank since college graduation. | The 

week after her high school graduation, they were married.PREPOSITIONSgraduation 
from college/high school/Yale etc He went to work for the company after 
his graduation from Syracuse University.after graduation After graduation, he moved 

to Washington. | 4.1 percent said they planned to start a business upon 
graduation.before graduation 25 percent of all American high school students 
dropped out of school before graduation. 

grammar /ˈɡræmə $ -ər/ noun  the way the words of a language are combined 

into sentences and can change their formsADJECTIVESEnglish/French etc 
grammar The students have been taught the basics of English grammar.bad/poor 

grammar Bad grammar is not acceptable in essays.good grammar A secretary should 
have good grammar and spelling.correct/proper grammar They provide examples 
of correct grammar for students to use.grammar + NOUNSa grammar book They all 

opened their grammar books.grammar rules Understanding grammar rules can help 

with fluency and accuracy. Grammar or grammatical?You can say grammar  

rules or grammatical rules. It is much more common to say a grammatical  

error/mistake than a ‘grammar error/mistake’. VERBSlearn grammar I need 

to learn some grammar.teach (sb) grammar He taught us Latin grammar.use 

grammar It’s important for journalists to use proper grammar.correct sb’s 
grammar His mother used to correct his grammar when he talked. 
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grand /ɡrænd/ adjective  1. very impressiveNOUNSa grand 

house/hotel/building The house was very grand, but rather cold.a grand 
event/affair The ball was a very grand affair.grand plans They have grand plans to 
open an art gallery.a grand gesture (=done to impress someone) She said she liked 

the house and, in a grand gesture, he bought it for her.2. the most important or 
impressive part of somethingNOUNSa grand finale (=the last and most impressive part 
of a show or event) They had arranged a fireworks display as a grand finale.the grand 

prize (=the top prize) The grand prize is a holiday for two in Barbados. 

grandparent /ˈɡrænˌpeərənt $ -ˌper-/ noun [C usually plural]  one of the 

parents of your mother or father: My grandparents live in Sussex.ADJECTIVESelderly 

grandparents He lives with his elderly grandparents.maternal grandparents (=on 
your mother’s side of the family) My maternal grandparents are from 
Germany.paternal grandparents (=on your father’s side of the family) His paternal 

grandparents were farmers.THESAURUS: grandparentWORDS FOR  

GRANDPARENTSgrandfather/grandmotherthe male or female parent of your father  

or mother:She looks just like her grandmother. | My grandfather was a  

farmer.grandpa informalgrandfather:My grandpa died when I was a baby. | Ask 

Grandpa if he’ll buy us an ice cream.grandma informalgrandmother:I was at my 

grandma’s house 

yesterday.grandad informal also granddad AmEgrandfather:Grandad collects me 

from school on Fridays.granny informalgrandmother:Granny, can I come with  

you?nan/nanna BrE informalgrandmother – used especially by children:She’s staying  

at her nan’s. | You can have a cuddle on the sofa with Nanna.  

grant AC /grɑːnt $ grænt/ noun  an amount of money given to someone, 

especially by the government, for a particular purposeNOUNS + granta government 
grant The school has won a £25,000 government grant for new sports equipment.a 
research grant He received a research grant to study the effect of pollution on the 

environment.a student grant If you are on a low income, you may be able to get 
a student grant.a block grant AmE (=money given by the central government to state 
governments to pay for particular services) Congress approved block grants for 

education, health, and social services.VERBSget/receive a grant It is likely that you 
will receive a grant to pay for your tuition.get/obtain a grant We may be able to get a 
grant to put a new roof on the building.give/award sb a grant He has been awarded 

a grant to study in Paris.apply for a grant If you wish to apply for a grant, write to the 
Treasurer.qualify for a grant also be eligible for a grant (=be allowed to receive a 
grant) This booklet explains who is eligible for a grant.be funded by a grant The 

construction of the new science lab was funded by a government grant.grant + NOUNSa 
grant application (=a letter, document etc asking for a grant) Together they wrote a 
short grant application.grant aid The scheme has received grant aid of £18.1 

million.PREPOSITIONSa grant of £5,000/$8,000 etc The library received a grant 
of $20,000 to improve its computer facilities.a grant from sb Training was funded by 
a grant from the Sports Council.a grant to sb A $1 million grant to the Library of 

Congress will be used to pay for this work.a grant for sth People on low incomes can 
be given a grant for home improvements. 
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grape /ɡreɪp/ noun [C]  one of a number of small round green or purple fruits 

that grow together on a vine. Grapes are often used for making wine.PHRASESa bunch 
of grapes I’ve brought you a bunch of grapes.ADJECTIVESseedless grapes It's usually 
best to buy seedless grapes.grape + NOUNSgrape juice The drink is made from grape 

juice.a grape variety (=a type of grapes) Different grape varieties produce wines of 

widely different character.THESAURUS: grapevine also grapevinea plant that  

produces grapes:There are 2,000 acres of vines in England, compared with 2.6 million  

in France. | He left the grapes on the vine as long as possible – sometimes even late  

into October.vineyarda piece of land where grapevines are grown in order to produce 

wine:The wine is from one of Germany’s most famous vineyards.  

graph /ɡrɑːf $ ɡræf/ noun  a drawing that uses a line or lines to show how two 

or more sets of measurements are related to each otherVERBSa graph shows 

sth The graph shows the increase in blood pressure.draw a graph Draw a graph to 
show changes in the temperature over this period.plot sth on a graph (=show facts, 
numbers etc as points on a graph) The different values can be plotted on a 

graph.NOUNS + grapha bar graph (=a picture of boxes of different heights, in which 
each box represents a different amount or quantity) The monthly variations in rainfall 
are shown on the bar graph below.a line graph A line graph is a way of presenting 

figures in visual form.PREPOSITIONSa graph of sth Martin showed me a graph of their 
recent sales. 

grasp /grɑːsp $ græsp/ verb  1. to take and hold something 

firmlyADVERBSgrasp sth firmly He was sitting down, grasping the box firmly in his 
hands.grasp sth tightly She grasped her bag tightly and pressed it to her 
chest.NOUNSgrasp a handle She grasped the handle of the bucket and picked it 

up.grasp sb’s hand/arm/wrist I grasped his arm firmly and led him 
away.PHRASESgrasp sb by the hand/arm/wrist She grasped the screaming child by 
the arm.grasp hold of sth/sb The goalkeeper managed to grasp hold of the ball.2. to 

completely understand a fact or an ideaADVERBSfully grasp sth They did not fully 
grasp the seriousness of the problem.easily grasp sth This course will help you 
to easily grasp the basics of the language.NOUNSgrasp an idea/concept He manages 

to explain technical ideas in a way that non-specialists can grasp.grasp the 
meaning She found it difficult to grasp the meaning of some words in the text.grasp 
the significance At the time he failed to grasp the significance of what had 

happened.grasp the point (=understand what someone is trying to say) She was 
struggling to grasp the point that he was making.grasp the reality The government 
needs to grasp the reality of the situation.VERBStry to grasp sth The students were 

asked to try to grasp the meaning of the poem.fail to grasp sth The government failed 
to grasp the severity of the financial crisis.struggle to grasp sth He was struggling to 
grasp what he had done wrong.PHRASESdifficult/hard to grasp Some pupils find 

even basic concepts in mathematics difficult to grasp.grasp the fact that My boyfriend 
won’t grasp the fact that he needs to be a bit more romantic. 

grass /ɡrɑːs $ ɡræs/ noun  a very common plant that covers the ground in fields 

and gardens and is often eaten by animalsADJECTIVESgreen grass Cows were eating 
the green grass.tall/long grass I walked across the meadow through the tall 
grass.short grass These mowers only work well on short grass.coarse/rough 
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grass (=consisting of thick and large pieces) There were no plants except a few 

patches of coarse grass.damp/wet grass His foot slipped on the wet grass and he 
fell.lush grass (=thick, healthy, and green) The garden was full of lush grass and 

trees.VERBScut the grass The grass in the back garden needs cutting.mow the 
grass (=cut it with a special machine) I usually mow the grass once a week.grass + 

NOUNSgrass clippings/cuttings (=pieces of cut grass) You can use your grass 

clippings to start your own compost pile.grass stains (=marks on clothing caused by 
grass) It’s going to be difficult to get the grass stains out of this skirt.grass seed Now 
is the best time to plant grass seed.a grass verge BrE (=an area of grass next to a 

road) He stopped the car on the grass verge of the deserted road.PHRASESa blade of 
grass (=a single piece of grass) A few blades of grass poked out of the dry earth.a 
tuft/clump of grass (=several blades of grass growing very close together) He scaled 

the hill, holding onto roots and tufts of grass.a patch/stretch of grass (=an area 
covered with grass) We found a patch of grass to sit down on. 

grateful /ˈɡreɪtfəl/ adjective  feeling or showing that you want to thank someone 

for something that they have doneADVERBSvery/really/deeply grateful We 

are deeply grateful for their support.extremely/immensely/enormously grateful I 
am extremely grateful to him for getting me out of a very awkward situation.so 

grateful also most grateful formal If you could help me, I would be so grateful. | I 
would be most grateful for any assistance you can give me.eternally 
grateful (=grateful forever) He gave me my first job, and for that I will be eternally 

grateful.just grateful I’m just grateful to have the chance to put things right.NOUNSa 
grateful look/smile The woman gave him a grateful look.grateful 
thanks formal Our grateful thanks go to everyone who helped to organize the 

event.PREPOSITIONSbe grateful for sth I am grateful for the opportunity to explain 

my work.be grateful to sb He was grateful to Sam for his advice.THESAURUS: 

gratefulindebted to sb formalvery grateful to someone for what they have done for  

you:We are deeply indebted to you. | I am indebted to my friend Carol  

Karasik for introducing me to them.appreciativefeeling or showing that you are 

grateful for someone’s help or kindness:I was really appreciative of the way the club  

stood by me. | She had chosen the gift with great care, and felt her nephew was not  

very appreciative.thankfulgrateful or pleased that something has happened, especially  

because without it the situation would be much worse:She was thankful that no-one 

else had seen her. | I have a lot to be thankful for. Thankful is not used before a  

noun. glad of sth/to have sthgrateful and pleased that you have something:I’m 

always glad of an excuse to tell the story again. | I’m so glad to have a friend like  

you. Thankful and glad are often used when someone is pleased about something  

that no-one, except perhaps God or Fate, is responsible for.  

gratitude /ˈɡrætətjuːd, ˈɡrætɪtjuːd $ -tuːd/ noun  the feeling of being 

gratefulADJECTIVESsb’s deep/profound/immense/heartfelt gratitude (=which 
someone feels very strongly) My only emotions afterwards were relief and deep 
gratitude. | He would like everyone to know about his immense gratitude for all their 
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work.sb’s eternal/undying gratitude (=forever) The doctors who saved my daughter 

have my undying gratitude.sb’s sincere gratitude First, I must express our sincere 
gratitude for all you have done.VERBSshow your gratitude He bought them a present 

to show his gratitude.express your gratitude We would like to express our 
gratitude to everyone for their generous donations.feel 
gratitude He felt some gratitude to Eleanor for giving him this idea.earn sb’s 

gratitude (=make someone feel grateful) Her willingness to 
help earned the gratitude of her colleagues.my/our gratitude goes to sb (=used 
when thanking someone publicly) My gratitude goes to the taxi driver who took me to 

hospital and wouldn’t accept any money.PREPOSITIONSgratitude to/towards sb I 
would like to express my gratitude to all the people who have helped us.gratitude for 
sth Maureen ought to show some gratitude for what Dean has done.gratitude at 

sth The old man almost wept with gratitude at John’s kindness.with gratitude She 
accepted his offer with gratitude.in gratitude “I’ll take the car back, shall I?” he asked, 
and Eline nodded in gratitude.in gratitude for sth We’d like to take you out to 

dinner in gratitude for what you’ve done.PHRASESa feeling/sense of gratitude She 
had a sudden feeling of gratitude towards him.an expression of gratitude He took 
the money with an expression of gratitude.a gesture/token of (sb’s) 

gratitude (=something you do to show you are grateful) I think I deserve a 
small gesture of gratitude for my efforts, don’t you?owe sb a debt of 
gratitude (=someone deserves your gratitude) I owe my former teacher a deep debt 

of gratitude. 

grave1 /grɑːv/ adjective  THESAURUS > bad (2) 

grave2 /ɡreɪv/ noun  the place in the ground where a dead body is 

buriedADJECTIVES/NOUNS + gravea shallow grave (=not very deep in the ground) The 

body of a woman was found in a shallow grave in the woods.a mass grave (=filled 
with many people) Victims of the disease were buried in mass graves.an unmarked 
grave (=one that does not have anything to show where it is or who is in it) Until 

1855, poor people here were buried in unmarked graves.a family grave (=one where 
members of a family are buried together) Walter was buried in the family grave in 
Finchley cemetery.a war grave (=one where a soldier killed in a war is buried) He has 

gone to visit the war graves in Flanders.an open grave (=one that has not yet been 
covered in earth) He wept by her open grave.a freshly dug/fresh grave (=a new 

one) In the churchyard was a fresh grave with flowers.VERBSdig a grave In the 
churchyard, a man was digging a grave.mark a grave The 
stone marked her grave.bury sb in a grave (=put someone in a grave) She 

was buried in a grave next to her older sister.visit sb’s grave I always visit my 
mother’s grave on her birthday.desecrate a grave (=deliberately damage it) More 
than 300 graves had been desecrated.a grave contains sb/sth Police discovered 

a grave containing the bodies of at least ten people.grave + NOUNSa grave site (=the 
place where a grave is) The president visited the grave sites of 12 youths killed in 
recent bombings.PREPOSITIONSin a grave Several bodies were 

discovered in unmarked graves.on a grave I laid some flowers on the grave. 

greasy /ˈgriːsi, -zi/ adjective  THESAURUS > dirty 

great adjective  THESAURUS > big (3), excellent, powerful (1) 

greed /ɡriːd/ noun  a strong desire for more food, money, power, possessions 

etc than you needADJECTIVEShuman greed We can all see the damage that human 
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greed has done to the environment.corporate greed (=greed by big companies or 

people who work for them) Critics saw the large bonuses as evidence of corporate 
greed.personal greed The country’s leaders are motivated mainly by personal 

greed.insatiable greed (=that can never be satisfied) His insatiable greed was his 
downfall.pure/simple greed Why have they increased their prices? Pure 
greed.VERBSbe driven/motivated by greed (=greed is the reason for doing 

something) The people who are developing this land are driven by greed.satisfy 
your/sb’s greed (=get as much of something as you can for yourself, even though 
this harms other people) Some people will do anything in their power to get what they 

want, and to satisfy their greed.PREPOSITIONSgreed for sth There appeared to be no 
end to the man’s greed for power. 

greedy /ˈɡriːdi/ adjective  always wanting more food, money, power, 

possessions etc than you needNOUNSa greedy person/child/relative etc Greedy 

relatives wanted to get their hands on the old lady’s money.greedy 
banks/corporations This ruling will hurt the customer and increase profits for greedy 
corporations.greedy eyes He looked at the gold with greedy eyes.greedy 

hands Greedy hands grabbed at the cakes on the plate.a greedy 
pig informal (=someone who is greedy) Have you eaten them all, you greedy 

pig?PREPOSITIONSgreedy for sth The company was greedy for profits. 

green /ɡriːn/ adjective, noun  1. the colour of grass or leavesTYPES OF 

GREENpale/light/soft green The room had pale green walls.dark/deep green The 
plant has dark green leaves and white flowers.bright green She dyed her hair bright 

green.brilliant/vivid green In his pictures, the trees are a brilliant green 
colour.fluorescent green (=very bright light green that seems to shine) The runners 
were wearing fluorescent green vests.lime green (=bright light green) The lime 

green sofa contrasted with the red carpet.emerald green The sea was a 
beautiful emerald green.olive green Soldiers wearing olive green uniforms guarded the 
building.bottle green (=dark green) elderly men in bottle green polyester trouserssea 

green She wore a sea green silk dress.jade green (=the light green colour of the 
stone jade) She was wearing a jade green dress.PREPOSITIONSin green Fiona was 
dressed in green. | I underlined the headings in green.green with 

moss/mould/algae (=with small green plants growing on it) The old stone fountain 
was green with moss.PHRASESa shade of green Her eyes were an odd shade of 

green.2. harming the environment as little as possible, or connected with protecting the 
environmentNOUNSgreen products There is an increasing market for green 
products.green energy/fuels The school is switching to green energy by installing 

solar heating panels.green technology Car makers are investing in green 
technology.a green car/vehicle They are funding research into greener cars.green 
transport BrE green transportation AmE Mountain bikes are a popular method 

of green transport.a green building It is expected to become 
the greenest parliament building in the world.green consumers Organic foods appeal 
to green consumers.green issues The group has been campaigning on green issues for 

ten years.green politics She has brought realism to green politics.the Green Party I 
usually vote for the Green Party.VERBSgo green (=change in order to harm the 

environment less) We’re always being told that we must go green.THESAURUS: 

green→ environmentally friendly 
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greeting /ˈɡriːtɪŋ/ noun  1. something you say or do when you meet 

someoneADJECTIVESa friendly/warm greeting He didn’t respond to my friendly 
greeting.a polite greeting We exchanged the usual polite greetings.a formal 
greeting After formal greetings, they were invited to sit down and watch the 

ceremony.a traditional greeting A bow is 
the traditional Japanese greeting.VERBSexchange greetings (=greet each 
other) We exchanged greetings if we met in the street.shout/call out a greeting One 

of the boys shouted a greeting.give/offer sb a greeting He always gave her a 
friendly greeting.nod/wave a greeting The man nodded a greeting to 
us.acknowledge/return sb’s greeting (=greet someone who has greeted 

you) She acknowledged their greetings with a 
wave. | She returned my greeting politely.ignore sb’s greeting The old 
woman ignored his greeting and continued talking to her friend.PREPOSITIONSin 

greeting Jack raised a hand in greeting as they drove past.PHRASESwords/a word of 
greeting Words of greeting were exchanged.a gesture/smile of greeting She came 

to the door with a smile of greeting.THESAURUS: greetingwelcomefriendly  

behaviour towards someone when they arrive somewhere:If you visit Australia you 

will receive a warm welcome. | When the team returned home, they were given a big  

welcome.receptiona particular type of behaviour towards someone when they arrive 

somewhere:He warned them to expect a hostile reception. | Rocky came on stage 

and got a great reception from the crowd.2. a friendly message that you send 

someone, for example on their birthday or at ChristmasNOUNS 

+ greetingbirthday/Christmas etc greetings He sent her some flowers with birthday 
greetings.holiday greetings AmE The president sent holiday greetings to Muslims in 

the United States and across the world.season’s greetings The Christmas card said 
“Season’s Greetings” inside.VERBSsend greetings At Christmas some people just send 
greetings by email.bring (sb) greetings old-fashioned I bring greetings from my 

master.greeting + NOUNSa greetings card BrE a greeting card AmE The shop sells a 
range of greetings cards for all occasions.PREPOSITIONSgreetings from sb Greetings 

from the whole family.greetings from somewhere Greetings from sunny 
Cornwall.greetings to sb Greetings to all the family. 

grey /greɪ/ adjective  THESAURUS > cloudy, rainy 

grief /ɡriːf/ noun  extreme sadness, especially because someone you love has 

diedADJECTIVESdeep/great grief She expressed deep grief at his 
death.terrible/overwhelming grief Childlessness brings feelings of terrible 
grief.public grief There was a great public grief when Princess Diana 

died.private/personal grief Too often the media intrudes on private grief.VERBSfeel 
grief When her father died, she felt no grief.deal with/cope with your 
grief People deal with their grief in different ways.come to terms with your 

grief (=accept the sad event and not be upset any more) Counselling helped her come 
to terms with her grief.show/express your grief Women 
traditionally show their grief more than men. | Let him express his grief by 

crying.share your grief A funeral is an opportunity to share your grief.cause/bring 
(sb) grief He said he wanted to apologize for causing them grief. | Adultery 
often brings grief and shame.grief + NOUNSgrief counselling BrE grief 
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counseling AmE The victims’ families were offered grief 

counselling.PREPOSITIONSgrief at/over sth Her grief at his death was deep and 
sincere.grief for sb He had been driven mad by grief for his son.PHRASESbe 

overcome/overwhelmed with grief (=feel it so strongly that you feel you cannot 
continue) When his wife died, he was overcome with grief.be racked/wracked with 
grief (=feel extremely deep grief) She was so racked with grief that she couldn’t 

sleep.mad with grief Her poor husband was mad with grief.an outpouring of 
grief (=the strong expression of a lot of grief) The tragedy prompted a 
national outpouring of grief.feelings of grief In his poems, he writes about his feelings 

of grief for his mother.a sense of grief This sense of grief may be hard to cope with. 

grievance /ˈɡriːvəns/ noun  a belief that you have been treated unfairly, or a 

complaint that you have been treated unfairlyADJECTIVESa genuine grievance (=a 
real one) He felt that he had a genuine grievance and was prepared to take the 

company to court.a legitimate grievance (=one that is reasonable) Many people feel 
that the rebels have a legitimate grievance.an old/long-standing grievance (=one 
that you have felt unhappy about for a long time) Years later, we became friends again 

and sorted out our old grievances.a personal grievance He had turned the dispute 
into a personal grievance.VERBShave a grievance (against sb) I had no grievance 

against him.air your grievances (=tell people you think you have been treated 
unfairly) There must be an opportunity for both sides 
to air their grievances.nurse/harbour a grievance (=think about it a lot or for a long 

time) He was nursing a grievance about not being picked for the team.file a 
grievance AmE (=officially complain) She filed a grievance after failing to get a 
promotion.settle a grievance (=solve one) The union decided to settle its grievance in 

the law courts.redress/remedy a grievance formal (=do something to make a 
problem better) Governments that do not redress genuine grievances will not be re-
elected.grievance + NOUNSa grievance procedure (=a system for dealing with 

complaints) You should pursue your complaint through the company’s grievance 
procedure.a grievance committee AmE (=group of people whose job is to settle 
grievances) The complaint will be reviewed by a grievance committee.PREPOSITIONSa 

grievance against sb/sth If you have a grievance against a company, then you must 
go through a formal complaints procedure.PHRASESa sense of grievance (=a feeling 
that you have been treated unfairly) Anti-Americanism in these countries comes from a 

deep sense of grievance against the United States.a source of grievance (=something 
that causes grievance) Salaries are a traditional source of grievance in industry. 

grill /grɪl/ verb  THESAURUS > cook1 

grim adjective  THESAURUS > bad (1), depressing 

grimy adjective  THESAURUS > dirty 

grin1 /ɡrɪn/ verb (past tense and past participle grinned, present 

participle grinning) [I]  to smile widely, showing your teethADVERBSgrin 
broadly/widely She was grinning broadly when she opened the letter.grin 

sheepishly (=in a way that shows you are embarrassed) “Sorry about that!” he said, 
grinning sheepishly.grin mischievously (=in a naughty way) She grinned 
mischievously at me and I wondered what she was planning to do.grin inanely (=in a 

way that makes you look stupid) The picture shows him grinning inanely at the 
camera.PREPOSITIONSgrin at sb He grinned at me and said “I’ve passed my 
test!”PHRASESbe grinning from ear to ear (=in a way that shows you are very 
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pleased) He came out of the interview grinning from ear to ear.be grinning like an 

idiot (=in a way that makes you look stupid) Her friend was still grinning like an idiot. 

grin2 /grɪn/ noun  a wide smileADJECTIVESa wide/broad/big grin She opened 

the door with a wide grin.a mischievous grin “Let’s play a trick on her,” he suggested, 

with a mischievous grin.a sheepish grin (=embarrassed because you have done 
something silly or wrong) “Sorry,” he said with a sheepish grin.a friendly grin He 
greeted us with a friendly grin.a delighted grin “I’ve managed to fix it!” she said, with 

a delighted grin.a silly grin “Wipe that silly grin off your face!” the teacher shouted.a 
sly grin (=looking as if you are planning something clever but bad) A sly grin crossed 
his face.an evil grin He face wore the evil grin of someone who enjoys causing 

trouble.a toothy grin (=that shows your teeth a lot) The man gave a large toothy 
grin.a rueful grin (=showing that you are sorry about something) He handed her the 
flowers with the rueful grin of a naughty schoolboy.VERBSgive a grin He gave 

a big grin when she walked into the room.flash sb a grin (=smile quickly at 
someone) Flashing me a grin over her shoulder, she got into the car.a grin spreads 
over/across sb’s face A self-satisfied grin spread across his face.sb’s face 

breaks/splits into a grin The old man’s face broke into a grin.sb’s grin 
widens His grin widened when he found out what had really happened.PHRASESa grin 

on sb’s face He looked at me with a big grin on his face. 

grip1 /ɡrɪp/ noun  1. the action of holding something tightly GrammarUsually  

singular in this meaning. ADJECTIVESa firm/tight grip The streets were crowded and 

she kept a tight grip on her bag.a strong grip Maggie took the boy’s arm in a strong 
grip.a good grip (=with which you can keep hold of something) The rocks were wet 

and slippery and it was difficult to get a good grip.an iron/vice-like grip (=very 
strong) Victor was holding her wrist in an iron grip.VERBSkeep a grip on 
sth also maintain a grip on sth formal Alain kept a firm grip on the bag.tighten your 

grip (=hold something more tightly) Holding her son’s hand, she tightened her grip as 
they crossed the road.loosen/relax your grip (=hold something less 
tightly) Lee loosened his grip on the dog’s collar.have a grip on sth You need 

to have a good grip on your tennis racket.get a grip on sth (=hold something that is 
hard to hold firmly) I got a grip on the rope and pulled myself up.take a grip on 
sth Mitch took a firm grip on her arm.lose your grip (=accidentally let go of 

something) As he was climbing up he lost his grip and fell.release your grip/let go of 
your grip (=stop holding something) The guard released his grip on the prisoner and 
pushed him into the cell.sb’s grip tightens His grip tightened on the steering 

wheel.PREPOSITIONSsb’s grip on sth I felt her grip on my wrist.2. power or control 

over someone or something GrammarAlways singular in this meaning. ADJECTIVESa 

tight/firm/strong/powerful grip She kept a firm grip on her voice, trying to hide 

her fear.an iron grip (=very strong) Previously the government had kept an iron 
grip on national spending.a tenuous grip (=not strong) He is losing support and has 

only a tenuous grip on the presidency.VERBShave a grip on/over sth The 
president has a firm grip on power.lose your grip The government seems to 
be losing its grip on the economic situation.tighten your grip (=start to have more 

power and control) The army tightened their grip on the area.relax/loosen your 
grip (=start to have less power or control) The movie is a powerful drama which 
never loosens its grip on you.keep/maintain your grip Voters will decide whether the 
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Republicans maintain their grip over the Senate.break sb’s/sth’s grip (=stop 

someone or something having power or control) Police and community groups are 
working to break the grip of gangs in the city.PREPOSITIONSa grip on/over 

sth Religion had a powerful emotional grip over people’s lives.PHRASESbe in the grip 
of sth (=be in a bad situation that you cannot control) Europe is in the grip of the 
worst economic recession for 50 years.get a grip on yourself (=control your strong 

emotions) After a few moments I managed to get a grip on myself and calm down. 

grip2 /grɪp/ verb  to hold something tightlyADVERBSgrip sb 

tightly/firmly/hard The little boy gripped his mother’s arm tightly. 

gripping adjective  THESAURUS > interesting 

groan noun  a long deep sound that you make when you are in pain or do not 

want to do somethingADJECTIVESa low/deep groan He gave a low groan when he 
saw the mess in the kitchen.a loud groan There was a loud groan of disappointment 
from the crowd.a little/small groan She let out a little groan of frustration as she 

struggled to open the door.VERBSgive a groan He gave a groan when I asked him to 
wash the dishes.let out a groan She tried to sit up, let out a groan of pain, and 
collapsed again.hear a groan He could hear groans of pain coming from the patient in 

the next bed.PREPOSITIONSa groan of protest/disappointment etc The 
announcement was met with groans of protest.with a groan With a small groan of 
annoyance, he got up to answer the door.PHRASESmoans and groans (=complaints 

about unimportant things) Everything I ask her to do is met with moans and groans. 

grotesque adjective  THESAURUS > ugly (1) 

ground /ɡraʊnd/ noun  1. the surface of the earthADJECTIVESmuddy 

ground They were picking up potatoes from the muddy ground.firm/soft ground We 
managed to get the car back onto firm ground.frozen ground Snow fell on the frozen 

ground.dry/wet ground The ground is so dry that the dirt turns to dust.VERBSfall to 
the ground The tree fell to the ground.hit the ground I caught the ball just before it 
hit the ground.leave the ground The plane left the ground and went up into the 

air.PREPOSITIONSon the ground She lay on the ground and looked up at the 
stars.above/below the ground The miners work thousands of feet below the 

ground.THESAURUS: groundlandused when talking about an area of ground that  

is owned by someone, or is used for an activity. Also used when talking about the part  

of the earth’s surface that is not covered with water:His family owns a lot of  

land. | The area has some of the best agricultural land in the country. | She got off the 

ferry, happy to be back on dry land (=back on the land, after being on a  

ship).earth/soilthe substance that plants grow in:The vegetables were still covered in  

black soil. | The soil here is very fertile and good for growing crops. | The earth is too 

wet for digging. | They prepared the earth for planting crops.mudwet earth:Your shoes  

are covered in mud. | The mud made it difficult to walk across the field.terraina type 

of land – used when talking about how easy an area of land is to cross, and whether it  

is rocky, flat etc:The Land Rover is built to go over rough terrain. | The terrain gets  

flatter when you go further south.the ocean/forest/cave etc floorthe ground at the 

bottom of the ocean, a forest, a cave etc:Many wonderful creatures live on the ocean 
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floor.2. a subject that people are talking about or dealing withADJECTIVESnew/fresh 

ground The research covers some interesting new ground.the same (old) ground I 
don’t want to have to go over the same ground again.familiar ground If you have 

read any of his other books, you will be on familiar ground.dangerous/shaky 
ground When I saw her face suddenly change, I knew that we were on dangerous 
ground.safe ground I think the author decided to stick to safe ground.common 

ground (=things that you agree about or share an interest in) There is some common 
ground between the two political parties.VERBScover/go over ground In her speech 
she covered a lot of ground.break new/fresh ground (=deal with something that 

people have not dealt with before) The film broke new ground and was the first film to 
be shown in 3-D.3. your grounds for doing something are your reasons for doing 

it GrammarAlways plural in this  

meaning. ADJECTIVESgood/strong/reasonable/valid grounds for sth There are 

strong grounds for believing that the same thing could happen again.on 

medical/legal/financial/moral grounds Ethan was forced to give up work on 
medical grounds.on compassionate grounds (=because something bad has 
happened in your life) When my dad died, I was allowed time off work on 

compassionate grounds.VERBShave grounds for sth He may have grounds for a claim 
against the company.give grounds for sth The latest news about the US economy 
gives grounds for optimism.PREPOSITIONSon ... grounds I don’t agree with animal 

experiments on moral grounds.on the grounds that His application was turned down 
on the grounds that he didn’t have enough experience.grounds for sth The court 
decided that she had grounds for divorce. 

group /ɡruːp/ noun  1. several people or things togetherVERBSjoin a group I 

asked him if he wanted to come over and join our group.belong to a 
group Snakes belong to the same group of animals as lizards and 

crocodiles.put/divide/organize sth/sb into groups The children were divided into 
groups according to their age.get into groups The teacher told the students to get into 
groups.leave a group Rebecca left the group following a 

disagreement.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + groupan age group The show appeals to people 
from all age groups.a social group (=from a particular part of society) The researchers 
studied the health of different social groups.an ethnic/racial group (=who belong to 

a particular race) The university welcomes applications from all ethnic groups. | The 
police should treat people from all racial groups equally.a minority group (=who 
belong to a different race, religion etc from most people in a place) Conditions for 

some minority groups have got worse in recent years.a religious/faith group The 
president will meet with representatives from various religious groups.sb’s peer 
group (=who are the same age as you, do the same things as you etc) Teenagers are 

often greatly influenced by their peer group.an income group (=who earn similar 
amounts of money) Older people are often in the lowest income groups in society.a 
terrorist group A terrorist group has claimed responsibility for the bombing.a 

splinter/breakaway group (=that has separated from another political or religious 
group) The Social Democratic Party (SDP) was formed as a splinter group of the main 
Socialist Party.a pressure group (=one that tries to make the government do 

something) Friends of the Earth is a leading environmental pressure group.a support 
group (=whose members try to help each other deal with a difficult experience) She 
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set up a support group for people suffering from the disease.a social network(ing) 

group (=a group of people who send messages to each other, especially on the 
internet) Social network groups are a good way to make new friends.a control 

group (=a group used in an experiment or survey to compare its results with those of 
another group) The patients in the control group received a different drug.a close-
knit/tightly knit group (=in which everyone knows each other well and supports 

each other) The young artists in Paris formed a close-knit group.group + NOUNSa 
group discussion The course includes both individual work and group discussions.a 
group decision It wasn’t just my idea – it was a group decision.a group 

leader Each group leader gives a report to the general manager.PREPOSITIONSa 
group of sb/sth A group of teenagers were standing on the street corner.as a 
group The team work well as a group.in/within a group People in lower 

income groups will be worst affected by the new tax.outside a group They weren’t 
allowed to speak to people outside the group.PHRASESa member of a group She’s 

a member of a Christian group at the school.THESAURUS: groupA GROUP OF  

THINGSbunchflowers | roses | keys | fruit | grapes | bananasa group of things  

that are held or tied together, or that grow together on a plant:He handed me a bunch  

of roses. | The manager took out a huge bunch of keys and unlocked the door. | I’ve 

brought you a bunch of  

grapes.bundlepapers | clothes | letters | documents | newspapers | sticksa 

group of things that have been put or tied together, often in an untidy way:Bundles of  

papers and files filled the shelves. | The room was untidy and a large bundle of  

clothes lay near the wardrobe door. | The old woman was carrying a bundle of  

sticks. | She tied the letters into a bundle.sheaf especially  

literarypapers | letters | notes | documentsa lot of pieces of paper held or fastened 

together in a flat pile:He produced a sheaf of papers and asked Harry to sign every  

one. | She sat down at the desk, pulling a sheaf of notes towards  

her.clusterhouses | buildings | shops | trees | stars | galaxies | islands | cellsa 

group of things of the same kind that are close together in a place:To our left stood 

a cluster of houses. | The track ended at a cluster of farm buildings. | Near to the 

house was a cluster of small trees. | The Faroes are a cluster of islands between 

Scotland and Iceland. | They found a small cluster of cancer cells.A GROUP OF  

ANIMALSherdcows | deer | elephantsa group of cows, deer, or elephants:A herd of  

cows was blocking the 

road.flocksheep | birds | seagulls | geese | crows | pigeonsa group of sheep or  

birds:The farmer has over 100 sheep in his flock. | A flock of seagulls landed on the 

ocean.packdogs | wolves | houndsa group of dogs or wolves:The dogs work  

in packs. | According to legend, the children were raised by a pack of  

wolves.school/shoalfish | dolphinsa group of fish or dolphins:Piranha fish live 

in shoals in the wild. | A school of dolphins swam alongside our  

boat.litterpuppies | kittensa group of baby animals born at one time to a particular  



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [994] 

mother:He was one of a litter of seven puppies.THESAURUS: groupA GROUP OF  

PEOPLEcrowda large group of people who have come to a place to do something:There 

were crowds of shoppers in the streets. | The crowd all  

cheered. | A crowd had gathered outside the US embassy.moba large noisy crowd of  

people, who are likely to behave in a violent way:An angry mob of demonstrators  

approached.bunch informala group of people who are all similar in some way:They’re  

a nice bunch of kids.ganga group of young people, especially a group that often  

causes trouble and fights:He was attacked by a gang of youths. | Gangs hang around 

on street corners.hordea very large group of people who all go somewhere - used 

especially when you think that there are too many people in a place:In summer hordes  

of tourists flock to the island. | She was quickly surrounded by a horde of  

children. | There were hordes of people coming out of the subway.crewa group of  

people who all work together, especially on a ship or plane:the ship’s crew | The flight  

crew will serve drinks shortly. | I spoke to a member of the crew and he said the ship  

would be leaving in a few minutes.partya group of people who are travelling or  

working together:A party of tourists stood at the entrance to the temple.2. several 

musicians or singers performing popular music togetherVERBSstart a 

group also found a group formal They started the group when they were still at 
school.a group splits up also a group disbands formal (=the members decide not to 
play together anymore) The group split up because of ‘musical differences’.a group re-

forms (=the members decide to play together again) The group has re-formed and is 
planning a series of comeback concerts.NOUNS + groupa pop/rock/jazz 
group They’re one of the most exciting rock groups around at the moment.PHRASESin 

a group She plays the saxophone in a jazz group.a member of a group Jeremy was 
a member of a heavy metal group. 

grow /ɡrəʊ $ ɡroʊ/ verb  1. to increase in amount, size, number, or 

strengthADVERBSgrow rapidly/fast The city grew rapidly.grow slowly The 

business grew slowly at first.grow steadily The economy has grown steadily.grow 
significantly They have seen the value of the shares grow significantly over five 

years.have grown considerably Since then, the number of students has grown 
considerably.grow dramatically British exports grew dramatically at the end of the 
eighteenth century.grow exponentially (=keep growing at increasing 

speed) Computer speed is growing exponentially.PREPOSITIONSgrow by... Sales are 
expected to grow by six percent this year.grow (from...) to... The population of the 
village grew from 3,000 to over 20,000.grow in size/number/popularity etc Farms 

have been growing in size.2. if a living thing grows, it becomes biggerNOUNSa 
child/animal grows The children have all grown since I last saw them.sb’s hair 
grows/nails grow Don’t worry – your hair will grow back.a plant/tree 

grows The plant grows rapidly.grass grows In spring, the grass starts 
to grow.ADVERBSgrow quickly/rapidly/fast The weeds are growing fast.grow 
well There are many plants that will grow well in shade.grow tall/long The trees 

have grown so tall they hide the house. | I’m going to let my hair grow long.grow 3 
inches/30 centimetres etc I had grown six inches since he had last seen 
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me.PREPOSITIONSgrow into sth He had grown into a tall strong youth. Grow  

up means to develop from being a child to being an adult: Their children have grown  

up and left home. PHRASESgrow to 12 feet/40 metres etc This fish can grow to 12 

feet.grow to a height of 20 inches/3 metres etc The plant grows to a height of 20 
inches.3. to look after plantsNOUNSgrow crops/food Farmers have cleared the land 

to grow crops.grow plants If you haven’t got much space, you can grow plants in 
containers.grow flowers/vegetables/fruit/herbs etc She grew the flowers for the 
wedding herself. | I grow tomatoes in my greenhouse.ADVERBSbe locally grown All 

the vegetables are locally grown.grow sth organically (=without using 
chemicals) Many people choose to buy vegetables that have been grown 
organically.PHRASESgrow your own vegetables/food He likes gardening 

and grows his own vegetables.grow sth from seed You can grow herbs from 

seed.THESAURUS: growcultivateto grow a crop. Cultivate is more formal  

than grow:The Mayans were the first people to cultivate cocoa. | When did people  

begin to keep livestock and cultivate crops?4. to becomeTHESAURUS: 

grow→ become 

growth /ɡrəʊθ $ ɡroʊθ/ noun  1. an increase in the success, importance, or size 

of somethingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + growtheconomic/industrial growth China 

enjoyed a long period of economic growth.population growth The country has one of 
the highest population growth rates in the world.sales growth Sales growth was 
7%.rapid growth During this period there was rapid growth in the economy.strong 

growth Many industries are expecting strong growth this year.steady growth There 
has been a steady growth in employment.slow/sluggish growth Economists are 
forecasting a period of slow growth.exponential growth (=becoming much faster very 

quickly) Internet advertising has experienced exponential growth in the last few 
years.explosive growth (=very fast growth) India has the potential for explosive 

growth.sustained growth (=that continues) The industry is enjoying sustained 
growth.zero growth (=no growth) The company recorded zero growth this 
quarter.annual growth Mexico achieved a remarkable annual growth rate of 

8%.VERBSstimulate/encourage/promote growth (=make it more likely to 
happen) Greater government spending 
may stimulate economic growth.maintain/sustain growth Governments that want to 

survive have to maintain growth.achieve growth After the war, 
Europe achieved remarkable economic growth.growth slows 
(down) Economic growth slowed last year.growth + NOUNSa growth 

area/industry (=a type of activity that is increasing) Recycling waste is a huge growth 
industry. | Nuclear energy will be the main growth area in the energy sector.the 
growth rate The economic growth rate averaged only 1.4 percent.PREPOSITIONSthe 

growth of sth The growth of the internet has allowed more people to work from 
home.growth in sth There has been a growth in the number of elderly people.2. the 
development of the physical size of a person, animal, or plantADJECTIVESnormal 

growth This protein is essential for normal growth.healthy growth Make sure your 
children get all the right vitamins for healthy growth.abnormal growth The gene 
causes abnormal growth in the cells.VERBSstimulate/encourage growth (=make it 
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more likely to happen) This process produces nutrients that stimulate the growth of 

new grasses.stunt/inhibit growth (=stop someone or something from growing as 
much as they should) Seckel syndrome is a rare disease that stunts growth.growth + 

NOUNSgrowth rate Genetic modification could produce crops with faster growth 
rates.growth hormone (=a substance produced by your body that controls 
growth) Growth hormone is produced in the pituitary gland.NOUNS + growthplant 

growth Cold inhibits or prevents plant growth.hair growth A balanced diet is 
important for healthy hair growth. 

grudge /ɡrʌdʒ/ noun  a feeling of dislike for someone because you cannot forget 

that they harmed you in the pastVERBSbear/carry a grudge (=have a grudge) I try 

not to bear grudges.have/hold a grudge The police asked if anyone might 
have had a grudge against the victim.harbour a grudge BrE harbor a 
grudge AmE (=have a grudge for a long time) He was the sort of person who 

would harbour a grudge for years.nurse a grudge (=have a grudge and keep finding 
reasons for it) She was still nursing a grudge against her former 
boss.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + grudgea personal grudge It is known that the man had 

a personal grudge against his co-worker.an old/ancient/long-standing grudge He 
said they should celebrate their achievements, not nurse old grudges.a childhood 

grudge (=from when someone was a child) Police hinted that Robert’s crime was 
motivated by a childhood grudge.PREPOSITIONSa grudge against sb/sth Do you 
have some sort of grudge against her?PHRASESbear/hold etc no grudge He insisted 

that he held no grudge against Taylor.someone with a grudge The bomb could be the 
work of someone with a grudge against the company. 

grumpy /ˈgrʌmpi/ adjective  THESAURUS > angry 

guarantee1 AC /ˌɡærənˈtiː/ verb [T]  1. to promise that something will 

happenNOUNSguarantee sb’s safety/security New measures will 
help guarantee the safety of passengers.guarantee sb’s rights/freedom The 
law guarantees equal rights for men and women. | Kenya is a democratic country 

which guarantees freedom of speech.guarantee standards/quality Companies must 
be able to guarantee the quality of their products.guarantee the accuracy of sth We 
cannot guarantee the accuracy of this information.ADVERBSpersonally guarantee I 

can personally guarantee that you will have the delivery on Thursday.effectively 
guarantee (=used when saying what the real situation is, even though it may seem 
different officially) The bank has effectively guaranteed to lend him the money.2. to 

make something certain to happenNOUNSguarantee success There is no way 
of guaranteeing success.guarantee a place A win today will guarantee the team a 
place in the final.guarantee (sb) a job Training programmes do not guarantee a job, 

but they do provide necessary skills.ADVERBSalmost/practically/virtually 
guarantee The island has beautiful beaches and friendly people, so a good time 
is virtually guaranteed.automatically guarantee Having a lot of money does 

not automatically guarantee happiness.sth is by no means guaranteed (=it is not 
certain to happen, even though some people think that it is) Victory is by no means 
guaranteed. 

guarantee2 AC /ˌgærənˈtiː/ noun  1. a company’s formal promise to repair or 

replace a product if it breaksADJECTIVES/NOUNS + guaranteea one-year/two-year 
etc guarantee The washing machine has a five-year guarantee.a full 

guarantee (=one that covers all problems) All our bathrooms come with a full 
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guarantee.a lifetime guarantee They say that their furniture has a lifetime 

guarantee.a money-back guarantee (=one that gives you back the money you paid if 
there is a problem) The company offers a 30-day money-back guarantee on all its 

products.VERBS + guaranteehave a guarantee All our boots have a five-
year guarantee.come with/carry a guarantee The building work comes with a 30-
year guarantee.extend a guarantee (=make it last for a longer period) For an extra 

£20 you can extend the guarantee to two years.guarantee + VERBSa guarantee 
covers sth (=it includes something) The guarantee doesn’t cover accidental damage.a 
guarantee runs out/expires (=it ends) Customers have to pay for repairs after 

the guarantee runs out.PREPOSITIONSa guarantee on sth The company offers a five-
year guarantee on all new cars.a guarantee against sth There is a guarantee 
against all electrical faults.be under guarantee (=be protected by a guarantee) We 

paid for the repair because the computer was no longer under guarantee.2. a person’s 
firm promise to do somethingVERBSgive/offer sb a guarantee also provide sb with 
a guarantee He gave me a guarantee that the work would be finished next 

week.get/receive a guarantee I received a guarantee that prisoners would be 
treated fairly.demand a guarantee Customers are demanding guarantees that their 
goods will be delivered on time.ADJECTIVESa cast-iron guarantee also an absolute 

guarantee (=one that is completely definite) The manager has given him a cast-iron 
guarantee that he will be promoted.sb’s personal guarantee I give you my personal 
guarantee that I will be at the meeting.PHRASESa guarantee of satisfaction (=a 

promise that someone will be pleased with something you are giving them) Each of our 
products comes with a guarantee of complete satisfaction. 

guard1 /ɡɑːd $ ɡɑːrd/ noun  someone whose job is to protect a place or person, 

or prevent someone from escapingADJECTIVESan armed guard Armed guards stood in 
front of the gate.NOUNS + guarda security guard There were two security guards on 
duty outside the building.a border guard We were stopped by border guards.a prison 

guard Prison guards patrolled the jail. Bodyguard (= someone whose job is to  

protect an important person) is written as one word. VERBSa guard escorts 

sb (=goes with someone) Six guards escorted the men into court.a guard patrols 
somewhere (=a guard walks regularly around) Guards patrolled the area with 
dogs.post/station a guard somewhere (=make a guard stand 

somewhere) Armed guards were posted by the exit.PHRASESbe on guard duty (=be 
standing as a guard somewhere) Two men were on guard duty at the 

gate.THESAURUS: guardbodyguardsomeone whose job is to protect an  

important person:She had four armed bodyguards. | He was the president’s personal  

bodyguard.sentrya soldier who stands outside a building as a guard:A sentry stood 

outside the palace gates. | The sentry ordered the men to stop.bouncersomeone 

whose job is to stand at the door of a club, bar etc, and stop unwanted people coming 

in, or make people leave if they are behaving badly:The bouncers refused to let him 

into the nightclub.  

guard2 /gɑːd $ gɑːrd/ verb  1. to stand next to someone or something to protect 

them or prevent them from escapingADVERBSbe heavily/closely/tightly 

guarded (=with a lot of soldiers or weapons) The US embassy is heavily 
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guarded.PREPOSITIONSguard sth from/against sth The missiles are there to guard 

the city from attack.2. to prevent someone from taking something or finding out about 
somethingADVERBSbe closely/carefully/tightly guarded The name of the new car is 

a closely guarded secret.jealously/fiercely guard sth (=in a way that shows you 
care a lot about something) Universities have jealously guarded their independence. 

guerrilla /ɡəˈrɪlə/ noun  a member of a small unofficial military group that fights 

in small groupsguerrilla + NOUNSa guerrilla group/movement A left-wing guerrilla 

group has claimed responsibility for the bombing.a guerrilla fighter The camp was 
used as a training base for guerrilla fighters.a guerrilla leader Che Guevara was a 
famous guerrilla leader.guerrilla forces Guerrilla forces attacked the Afghan capital.a 

guerrilla attack Ten people were killed in a guerrilla attack.a guerrilla war The 
country is in the middle of a guerrilla war.guerrilla warfare They used guerrilla 
warfare to win independence.a guerrilla campaign The group is continuing 

its guerrilla campaign against Israeli occupation.guerrilla tactics Rebel armies moved 
from guerrilla tactics to more conventional fighting.ADJECTIVESan urban 
guerrilla (=fighting in a town) Urban guerrillas detonated a car bomb outside the 

embassy.a separatist guerrilla (=one who wants to start a new country with its own 
government) Separatist guerrillas were fighting for an independent 

Kurdistan.THESAURUS: guerrillaterrorist disapprovingsomeone who uses  

violence in order to achieve a political aim, especially by killing ordinary people using  

bombs:The terrorists set off a bomb on a busy train, killing 50 people. | The World  

Trade Center was destroyed in a terrorist attack. | He is the leader of a terrorist  

group.freedom fighter approvingsomeone who is fighting for the freedom of a  

country, using guerrilla methods – used when you admire this person:They say they 

are freedom fighters who want to liberate their people from an oppressive government.  

guess1 /ɡes/ verb  to try to answer a question or form an opinion when you are 

not sure whether you will be correctADVERBSguess right/correctly The first team 

to guess correctly wins the game.guess wrong/incorrectly If they guess incorrectly, 
the other team gets the points.NOUNSguess the answer You can probably guess the 
answer to that question.PREPOSITIONSguess at sth We can only guess at the cause of 

the crash.PHRASESbe difficult/hard/easy to guess It was difficult to guess his 

age.let me guess What star sign are you? Let me guess.THESAURUS: 

guessestimateto try to judge how big, how much, how long etc something is, partly  

by guessing and partly by calculating:I estimated that the car was travelling at more 

than 100 miles per hour. | It is difficult to estimate how much it will cost. | The journey  

took much longer than we had originally estimated.speculateto talk about what you 

think will happen or has happened, without knowing all the facts or details:I can 

only speculate about the reasons for their success. | Friends were speculating that the 

couple might be getting married.put sth at sth informalto guess that the value, cost  

etc of something is a particular amount, without trying to be exact:Insurers put the 

cost of repairs at more than $15 million.  
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guess2 /ges/ noun  an attempt to answer a question or make a judgment when 

you are not sure whether you will be correctADJECTIVESa rough guess (=one that is 
not exact) This is just a rough guess, but I think it would cost about $50.a wild 
guess (=one made without much thought or information) I made a wild guess and I 

got the answer right first time.a lucky guess “How did you know?” “It was just a lucky 
guess.”a good/fair/reasonable guess (=one that is likely to be right) I’m not sure 
how old she is, but I can make a good guess!sb’s best guess (=one that you think is 

most likely to be right) My best guess is that it will take around six months.an 
educated/informed guess (=a guess based on things that you know are 
correct) Stockbrokers try to make educated guesses as to which stocks will do well.an 

intelligent guess Analysis of the archaeological site will help us make an intelligent 
guess as to what it was used for.an inspired guess (=a very good guess that you 
make suddenly) It’s hard to believe he got that right with just an inspired 

guess.VERBSmake a guess I didn’t know the answer to question 7, so I just had 
to make a guess.have a guess BrE take a guess AmE Go on, have a guess at how 
much it cost. | Take a guess. How many people do you think showed up?hazard a 

guess (=guess something, when you feel very uncertain) No one at this stage is 
prepared to hazard a guess about the outcome of the elections.PHRASESmy guess is 

(that)... My guess is there won’t be many people there.at a guess BrE (=used when 
saying that you are making a guess) I’d say the house was built around 1900, at a 
guess.I’ll give you three guesses (=used when you think it will be easy for someone 

to guess something) “Where is he?” “I’ll give you three guesses.”your guess is as 
good as mine (=used when saying you do not know any more than the person you are 
talking to) “How much will it cost?” “Your guess is as good as mine.” 

guest /ɡest/ noun  someone who is invited to your home or to an event or 

special occasionADJECTIVES/NOUNS + guesta wedding/party/dinner guest We need 
to send out invitations to all the wedding guests. | This is an ideal dish to cook 
for dinner guests.an overnight guest also a house guest (=who stays at your 

house) We use this room when we have overnight guests. | There was a constant 
stream of house guests at their country estate.the main/chief/principal guest The 
prime minister was one of the main guests at the event.an uninvited guest She was 

surprised when an uninvited guest arrived at the door.an unwelcome guest (=one 
who is not wanted) Security guards were employed to keep out unwelcome guests.a 

regular/frequent guest The Johnsons were regular guests at Eric’s house.an 
honoured guest BrE an honored guest AmE (=one who is given special respect and 
treatment) They were the honoured guests of the Queen at the Royal Garden Party.a 

distinguished guest (=one who people respect or admire a lot) Many distinguished 
guests were invited to the opening ceremony.invited guests Celebrations continued 
with a dinner for 100 invited guests.VERBShave guests (=have people visiting you in 

your house) We had guests over Christmas, and the house was full.invite a 
guest The guests were invited to a dinner at his country house.greet/welcome the 
guests Roger was busy greeting the guests as they arrived.entertain guests (=have 

guests at your house or another place for a meal or party) Their garden is a wonderful 
place to entertain guests.guest + NOUNSthe guest list (=a list of the people invited to 
an event) The guest list included many of his old school friends.a guest 

speaker/lecturer (=one who is invited to an event from another organization, 
university etc) The guest speaker at the conference was Dr Kim.the guest 
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room/bedroom (=the bedroom for guests) You can stay in our guest 

room.PHRASESthe guest of honour BrE the guest of honor AmE (=the most 
important guest) The senator was guest of honor at a reception held at the embassy. 

guide /ɡaɪd/ noun [C]  1. someone whose job is to show people around a 

placeADJECTIVESa local guide If you are going into the jungle, you need to hire the 
services of a local guide.NOUNS + guidea tour guide A group of teenagers were 
listening to their tour guide.a mountain guide They went climbing with a mountain 

guide.a museum guide The museum guide explained about the history of the coins.a 

tourist guide She works as a tourist guide in her vacation. Tourist guide is also  

often used to mean a book that tells you about a place. VERBShire a guide You 

can hire a guide for $30 a day.act as a guide The hotel owner acted 
as our guide.work as a guide He works as a guide for Japanese tourists.2. something 

that provides information and helps you to form an opinion or make a 
decisionADJECTIVESa good/reliable/accurate guide The weather forecast is not 
always a very reliable guide to the weather.a rough guide (=not exact) These figures 

are only meant to be a rough guide.a general guide As a general guide, you need one 
kilo of sugar for every kilo of fruit.VERBSuse sth as a guide This information should 
only be used as a general guide.provide/offer a guide The tests offer a guide to 

students’ abilities.act/serve as a guide His paintings act as a guide to how he was 
feeling at the time.3. a book or piece of writing that gives information about 

somethingADJECTIVESa useful/handy guide The website also includes a useful 
guide for writing research papers.a practical guide This book is a practical guide to 
designing your own website.a detailed guide There is a detailed guide of the best 

walks in the area.a brief/quick/short guide The article includes a brief guide to local 
restaurants.a comprehensive guide (=including all the information you need) The 
tourist office produces a comprehensive guide to the city.the definitive guide (=the 

best guide) He wrote the definitive guide to photography.an introductory guide The 
book is intended as an introductory guide to the subject.a step-by-step guide (=a 
guide that clearly explains each stage in a process) The magazine offers a step-by-step 

guide to making wine.NOUNS + guidea travel guide I read about the beach in 
the travel guide.a study guide You can use study guides to help you prepare for your 
exam.a reference guide The book is intended as a reference guide for 

students.VERBSproduce/publish a guide They produced a handy guide to identifying 
butterflies.offer/provide a guide The book offers a guide to selling your home.write 
a guide He wrote a useful guide for dog owners.PREPOSITIONSa guide to sth There is 

a short guide to hotels in the area.a guide for sb This is a useful guide 

for walkers. Guidebook is written as one word.  

guidelines AC /ˈɡaɪdlaɪnz/ noun  rules or instructions about the best way to do 

somethingADJECTIVESnew guidelines The government has announced new 
guidelines for food safety.strict guidelines There are strict guidelines on how the 
money can be used.clear guidelines Students should be given clear guidelines on 

which books they need to study.simple/basic guidelines Here are some simple 
guidelines to help you when you are choosing a pet.general/broad guidelines The 
committee produced a set of general guidelines.detailed/specific guidelines Detailed 

guidelines are available for students who are planning to take the exam. | The hospital 
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authorities issued a set of specific guidelines for doctors.ethical guidelines (=moral 

principles about what you should or should not do) There are ethical guidelines for 
scientists working in this field of research.NOUNS + guidelinesgovernment 

guidelines Under government guidelines, everyone can have free emergency 
treatment.policy guidelines We need to establish clear policy guidelines.safety 
guidelines Try to follow these basic safety guidelines.VERBSfollow guidelines You 

must follow these guidelines when you are writing your application.meet 
guidelines also comply with guidelines formal (=obey them) All new vehicles 
must meet the guidelines on emissions.issue/lay down guidelines The hospital 

has issued strict new guidelines on the treatment of mentally ill patients.provide/offer 
guidelines They should provide some sort of guidelines which tell you how to fill out 
the form.introduce/implement guidelines (=start to use guidelines for the first 

time) The new guidelines will be introduced next year.establish/draw up 
guidelines The school has drawn up guidelines for teachers.produce/publish/bring 
out guidelines Guidelines have been published on prevention and treatment of the 

disease.adopt guidelines (=start to use them) Many states 
have adopted the guidelines.revise guidelines (=change them) The guidelines are 
being revised.PREPOSITIONSunder guidelines Under current guidelines, the treatment 

is not offered to people over 65.guidelines on/about sth There are new guidelines 
on the employment of children.guidelines as to sth There are guidelines as to how 
much luggage you can take on the plane.PHRASESa set of guidelines We have 

developed a new set of guidelines. 

guilt /ɡɪlt/ noun  1. the feeling you have when you have done something you 

know is wrongVERBShave/feel guilt She didn’t feel any guilt; she had done nothing 

wrong. | I had a lot of guilt about what had happened.be consumed with/racked 
with/overwhelmed by guilt (=feel very guilty) After he hit his son he was racked 
with guilt.assuage sb’s guilt formal (=make someone feel less guilty) I was not there 

when he died, and there was nothing I could do to assuage my guilt.guilt + NOUNSa 
guilt complex (=when you cannot stop feeling guilty, although it is 
unnecessary) Some of the survivors developed a guilt complex about living when others 

had died.a guilt trip informal (=an unreasonable feeling of guilt) My parents like to 
give me a guilt trip about not studying enough at college.ADJECTIVEScollective 
guilt (=guilt shared by each member of a group or society) Should we feel some kind 

of collective guilt for what our country did in the past?parental/maternal guilt (=guilt 
that a parent or mother feels) Maternal guilt stopped her going back to work after her 
baby was born.PREPOSITIONSguilt over/about sth He felt some guilt over the 

accident.out of guilt (=because you feel guilty) I think he married her out of 
guilt.without guilt Now the children are older, we can take time to relax without 
guilt.PHRASESa feeling/sense of guilt I had a permanent feeling of guilt that I didn’t 

see Mum and Dad as often as I should.a pang/twinge/stab of guilt (=a sudden 
feeling of guilt) Richard felt a pang of guilt for forgetting her birthday.a burden of 
guilt (=a strong feeling of guilt) Many children feel responsible when their parents 

divorce, and carry a burden of guilt.THESAURUS: guiltshamethe feeling of being  

guilty or embarrassed that you have after doing something that is wrong, when you 

feel you have lost people’s respect:I was filled with shame for what I had done. | To 

my shame, I never offered to help (=used when you feel ashamed because you did or  
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did not do something). | There is a sense of shame for what happened during the 

war.regreta feeling of sadness about something, especially because you wish it had  

not happened:Kate watched her go with a feeling of regret. | I have no regrets  

about what happened. | In his speech, he expressed deep regret for the 

deaths.remorsea strong feeling of being sorry for doing something very bad:The 

murderer showed no remorse for what he had done.contrition formala feeling of being  

guilty and sorry for something wrong that you have done:The company CEO expressed 

contrition for the errors that led to the crash. | At his trial he sounded full of  

contrition. | They wanted to perform some kind of act of contrition (=do something  

that shows you feel sorry for something).penitence formala feeling of being sorry for  

something that you have done wrong, when you do not intend to do it again. Penitence 

is often used in religious contexts, about someone who wants to show God that they 

realise they have committed many sins:He lived his remaining forty years in prayer  

and penitence. | St Francis preached the importance of penitence.consciencethe part  

of your mind that tells you whether what you are doing is morally right or wrong:My 

conscience has been troubling me ever since. | I don't want his death on my 

conscience (=I don't want to feel that I was responsible for it). | Dolly also slept  

soundly, with nothing on her conscience.2. the fact that you have committed a crime 

or done something wrongVERBSadmit your guilt Athletes who are caught using drugs 
rarely admit their guilt.deny your guilt He has always denied his guilt.prove sb’s 
guilt Lawyers said Jackson’s behaviour after the killing was enough 

to prove his guilt.PHRASESan admission of guilt (=something that you say or do, 
which shows you know that you have done something wrong) His resignation was seen 
as an admission of guilt.evidence of guilt Silence should not be used as evidence of 
guilt.ANTONYMS → innocence (1) 

guilty /ˈɡɪlti/ adjective  1. if someone is guilty of a crime or doing something 

wrong, they did it, and they should be punished for itVERBSfind sb guilty (=decide 

that someone is guilty) He was found guilty of murder.declare sb guilty (=say that 
someone is guilty) The jury declared the defendants guilty on all charges.prove sb 
guilty A person is regarded as innocent until they are proved guilty.plead guilty (=say 

in court that you committed a crime) The men pleaded guilty to the robbery.NOUNSa 
guilty man/woman The guilty men will go to prison for a long time.the guilty 
party (=the person or people who made something bad happen) She appeared to 

be the guilty party, so everyone blamed her.a guilty verdict (=a decision that 
someone is guilty) Simpson escaped a guilty verdict in his criminal trial.a guilty 
plea (=a statement to a court, in which someone admits they are guilty of a crime) In 

exchange for his guilty plea, the government dropped the other charges against 
him.PREPOSITIONSguilty of sth The soldiers were guilty of war 

crimes.THESAURUS: guiltyresponsibleused when saying who should be blamed 

for something bad that has happened:Police believe a local gang is responsible for the 

burglaries. | As manager, he is ultimately responsible for the failure of the 

project. | The other driver was partly responsible for the accident.be to blameif  
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someone is to blame for a bad situation, they are responsible:The government is partly  

to blame for the crisis. | If anything goes wrong, it’s never him that is to  

blame.culpable /ˈkʌlpəbəl/ formalresponsible for something bad or illegal, so that you 

deserve to be blamed or punished:The people who helped the terrorists are 

equally culpable for what happened on July 7th. | He pleaded guilty to culpable  

homicide (=being guilty of causing someone’s  

death).negligent /ˈneɡlɪdʒənt/responsible for something bad that has happened,  

because you did not take enough care, or you did not try to stop it from happening -  

used especially when a court or official group has decided that someone should be 

punished because of this:The court decided that the railway company was  

negligent. | The hospital authorities were grossly negligent (=extremely negligent,  

especially in a way that deserves to be severely punished).be in the wrongto be 

responsible for an accident, mistake etc – used when deciding which person, group etc  

should be blamed:The other driver was clearly in the wrong. | She always thinks it’s  

me who is in the 

wrong.incriminatingevidence | documents | information | material | photograp

hused about things which seem to show that someone is guilty of a crime:She and her  

husband tried to hide any incriminating evidence. | I was terrified because I had on me 

a number of incriminating documents. | He didn’t want to say anything  

incriminating.ANTONYMS → innocent2. if you feel guilty, you feel sorry or ashamed 

because you think you have done something wrongVERBSfeel guilty I feel guilty about 
leaving my family.make sb feel guilty She’s always trying to make other people feel 
guilty.look guilty Lisa looked a little guilty.NOUNSa guilty feeling I had a guilty 

feeling that somehow I was responsible for what happened.a guilty 
conscience (=guilty feelings, because you regret doing something) He had a guilty 
conscience and decided to give them back the money.a guilty secret (=something 

that you feel bad about, which you do not tell other people about) She must have 
carried that guilty secret all her life.a guilty pleasure especially 
humorous (=something that you enjoy, even though you know you should not do 

it) She says her guiltiest pleasure is eating chocolate cookies.PREPOSITIONSguilty 
about sth Do you ever feel guilty about what you did? 

gun /ɡʌn/ noun  a weapon that fires bullets or shellsVERBSfire/shoot a 

gun Someone fired a gun into the air.point a gun at sb/sth The man 
was pointing a gun at me.have a gun If someone has a gun, you don’t argue with 
them.be carrying a gun/be armed with a gun The terrorists were armed with 

guns and grenades.pull a gun on sb (=take it out and threaten to use it to kill 
someone) One of the men pulled a gun on the clerk and told him to hand over all the 
money.load a gun (=put bullets in it) He loaded the gun and got ready to shoot.draw 

a gun (=pull it out so it is ready to use) The police officer drew his gun from his 
belt.turn a gun on sb/sth (=move a gun so that it points at someone) The 
man turned the gun on himself and tried to kill himself.lay down/put down your 

gun (=put it down on the ground) The police ordered the robbers to lay 
down their guns.a gun goes off (=it fires a bullet, usually by mistake) The gun went 
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off accidentally in his hand.gun + NOUNSgun crime Gun crime in the city has 

increased.a gun battle/attack Two gang members were killed in a gun battle. | He 
was injured in a gun attack.gun laws/control Britain has stricter gun laws than the 

US.gun culture disapproving Gangs and gun culture have had a terrible impact on 
many lives.the gun lobby disapproving (=the group of people who fight for the right to 
own guns) The US has a powerful gun lobby which opposes any limits on gun 

ownership. Gunshot is written as one word. ADJECTIVESa loaded gun (=with bullets 

in it) He kept a loaded gun under his bed.NOUNS + guna machine gun (=that fires a 
lot of bullets very quickly) He began to fire a machine gun into the crowd.a toy gun Do 

you think children should be allowed to play with toy guns?a replica gun (=a gun that 
does not work but is made to look like a real gun) The new law restricts the sale 

of replica guns. Handgun (= a small gun that you can fire with one hand)  

and shotgun (= a long gun, used especially for hunting) are written as one word.  

gusty /ˈgʌsti/ adjective  THESAURUS > windy 

guy /ɡaɪ/ noun informal  a manADJECTIVESa nice/good guy People say he’s 

a nice guy.a great guy Phil is a great guy and a lot of fun.a decent guy (=kind and 
fair) I’ve always thought he was a decent guy.a bad guy (=a person who is responsible 

for something bad that happens, or a person who you do not like) He’s a little crazy but 
he’s not a bad guy.the bad guy (=the bad person in a book or movie that you want to 
be defeated) He usually plays the bad guy.the good guy (=the hero in a book or 

movie) He’s one of the good guys in the ‘Star Wars’ films.the poor guy (=used when 
expressing sympathy) The poor guy was robbed of all his money.a tough guy (=a man 
who is strong and not afraid) He’s trying to prove he’s a tough guy.a regular 

guy AmE (=an ordinary man) I knew him in high school. He’s just a regular guy.the 
little guy AmE (=ordinary people rather than a powerful organization, government 
etc) He wanted to get elected and fight for the little guy. 

Letter H 

habit /ˈhæbət, ˈhæbɪt/ noun  something you do regularly, often without thinking 

about itADJECTIVES/NOUNS + habita bad habit Some children develop bad habits and 
always leave their room in a mess.an annoying/unpleasant/nasty habit He had an 
annoying habit of eating with his mouth open.a dirty/filthy habit We all know 

smoking is a filthy habit.a good habit Exercising every day is a good habit to get 
into.a strange/peculiar/odd habit Amy had a lot of peculiar habits, one of them 
being to stare at you without blinking.a disconcerting habit (=making you feel 

slightly worried or embarrassed) The president has a disconcerting habit of saying 
exactly what he is thinking.an unfortunate habit (=one that you wish was 
different) She had an unfortunate habit of forgetting what she wanted to 

say.eating/drinking habits (=the kinds of things you eat or drink regularly) You need 
to change your eating habits and start eating healthy foods.buying/spending 

habits (=the kinds of things you buy regularly) People are changing their spending 
habits because they are worried about their jobs.viewing habits (=the kinds of 
television shows you regularly watch) Parents try to control their children’s viewing 

habits.sexual habits The survey looked at the sexual habits of gay men.personal 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1005] 

habits (=the things you normally do each day, for example keeping yourself clean or 

whether you smoke) He had disgusting personal habits.social habits (=the things 
people normally do when they are with other people) Television changed some of 

our social habits.VERBShave a habit (of doing sth) He has a habit of being late.sth 
becomes a habit Thinking negatively can become a habit.get into a habit (=start 
doing something regularly or often) Try to get into the habit of walking for 30 minutes 

each day.get out of a habit (=stop doing something regularly or often) I was busy at 
work and got out of the habit of exercising.break/kick a habit (=stop doing 
something that is bad for you) I’ve smoked for years, but I really want to kick the 

habit.develop/form a habit He felt very uncomfortable in social situations and 
had developed the habit of avoiding them.change your habits It’s sometimes difficult 
for people to change their habits.make a habit of (doing) sth (=start doing 

something regularly) You can leave work early today as long as you don’t make a habit 
of it.PREPOSITIONS/ADVERBSout of/from habit (=because you have been doing 
something regularly for a long time) I always go to the same supermarket, out of 

habit.PHRASESbe in the habit of doing sth On Friday evenings, Carrie was in the 
habit of visiting her parents.(by/from) force of habit (=used about a habit that is 
difficult to change) I still think about her every day – force of habit, I 

suppose.change/break the habits of a lifetime (=stop doing the things you have 
done for many years) It is hard to change the habits of a lifetime, but you must eat 

more healthily.THESAURUS: habitcustomsomething that people in a particular  

society do because it is traditional or the accepted thing to do:In Japan it is the custom 

to take off your shoes when you enter a house. | It is important to respect the local  

customs of the country you're visiting. | In the village of Marlott, following the ancient  

custom, the young women gathered to dance every holiday. | Many of the traditional  

customs have died out (=they no longer exist).traditiona belief, custom, or way of  

doing something that has existed for a long time:The tradition of giving Easter eggs  

goes back hundreds of years. | In many countries, it is a tradition for the bride to wear  

white. | It was a family tradition to go for a walk on Christmas Day.practicesomething  

that people often do, especially as part of their work or daily life:The hotel has  

ended the practice of leaving chocolates in guests’ rooms. | It is standard practice for  

children to be prevented from attending school if they behave badly. | It has  

become common practice for companies to allow people to work from home.  

habitat /ˈhæbətæt, ˈhæbɪtæt/ noun  the natural home of a plant or 

animalADJECTIVES/NOUNS + habitatsth’s natural/native habitat (=the type of place 

where an animal or plant usually lives or grows) She studies gorillas in their natural 
habitat.a wildlife habitat The area has a rich variety of wildlife habitats.an important 
habitat The island is an important habitat for exotic animals.a fragile habitat (=that 

could easily be damaged) The forest has become an increasingly fragile habitat.an 
endangered/threatened habitat (=that is in danger of being destroyed) These 
wetlands are one of Britain’s most endangered habitats.a suitable habitat The land 

provides a suitable habitat for many types of birds.a 
woodland/grassland/marshland/wetland habitat (=in a wood, grassy area 
etc) The owl inhabits woodland habitats from Scotland to southern Spain.a marine 

habitat (=in the sea) Divers have seen the creatures in different marine 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1006] 

habitats around the world.a coastal habitat (=on or near the coast) Dolphins could be 

harmed by this pollution because of their coastal habitat.VERBSdamage/destroy a 
habitat Widening the road will damage the habitat of many birds.threaten a 

habitat (=be likely to damage it) Huge out-of-town developments 
are threatening wildlife habitats.protect/conserve/preserve a habitat These laws 
will protect the habitat of endangered species such as wolves.provide a habitat (=be 

suitable and available as a habitat) Marshes provide a habitat for many species of 
wading birds.create a habitat The aim is to create a suitable breeding habitat for rare 
birds.a habitat disappears The number of bears is falling because their 

natural habitat is disappearing.a habitat shrinks (=becomes smaller as parts are 
destroyed) As their habitat shrinks, these animals struggle to survive.habitat + 

NOUNShabitat destruction/loss Several species of bird are under threat from habitat 

loss.habitat conservation/preservation/protection The organization’s main aim 
is habitat conservation.PREPOSITIONSa habitat for sth The woods provide an 
excellent habitat for dozens of small mammals.in a habitat Could the creatures 

survive in any other habitat?PHRASESloss of habitat The elephants are threatened 
by loss of habitat.the destruction of sth’s habitat The destruction of the 
bird’s habitat has been worst in the south. 

hail /heɪl/ noun  frozen raindrops which fall as hard balls of iceVERBShail is 

falling Hail was falling from a black sky.hail + NOUNSa hail shower Tomorrow, there 

will be sleet and hail showers. Hailstorm and hailstone (= a piece of ice which falls  

as hail) are written as one word.  

hair /heə $ her/ noun  the mass of things like fine threads that grow on your 

head GrammarWhen talking about the mass of things on your head, hair is always  

uncountable. You say He has got brown hair. Don’t say He has got a brown hair.The  

countable form a hair is used when talking about a single piece of hair: I found  

a hair in the sink. ADJECTIVES – COLOURdark hair He’s about six feet tall, with dark 

hair and brown eyes.fair hair Her long fair hair fell untidily over her 

shoulders.black/brown hair Her long black hair hung down her back. | Her hair was 
light brown.blond/blonde hair (=pale yellow in colour – ‘blonde’ is used especially 
about women) Anneka has short blonde hair and blue eyes.red/ginger hair (=orange-

brown in colour) The boy had red hair and his friends called him 
‘carrot’.grey/white/silver hair (=used about old people’s hair) She was about 70, 

with grey hair. | Her father’s hair was starting to turn silver. | At the next table was an 

old man with white hair. Other hair coloursJet black hair is completely  

black. Chestnut hair is dark brown. Sandy hair is pale brown. Mousy hair is an  

unattractive pale brown colour. Auburn hair is brownish-red. Golden hair is a  

beautiful yellow colour. ADJECTIVES – LENGTHshort hair I like your hair when it’s 

short like that.long hair A few of the boys had long hair.shoulder-length/medium-
length hair He had shoulder-length brown hair.close-cropped hair (=very short and 
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cut close to your head) His close-cropped hair was hidden under a black 

cap.ADJECTIVES – TYPEstraight hair Bella has long straight hair.curly hair When he 
was young, his hair was thick and curly.frizzy hair (=tightly curled) She had 

dark frizzy hair which might have been permed.wavy hair (=with loose curls) Her 
golden wavy hair fell around her shoulders.thick hair She had thick hair down to her 
waist.fine hair (=thin) Her hair is so fine, it’s difficult to style.spiky hair (=stiff and 

standing up on top of your head) Billy had black spiky hair.ADJECTIVES – 

CONDITIONglossy/shiny hair She combed her hair until it was all glossy.greasy 
hair (=containing too much oil) This shampoo is ideal for greasy hair.dry 

hair (=lacking oil) Use a shampoo for dry hair.sb’s hair is in good/bad/terrible etc 
condition How do you keep your hair in such perfect condition?sb’s hair is out of 
condition (=no longer in good condition) If your hair is out of condition, this may be 

because you are eating the wrong foods.lustrous hair literary (=very shiny and 
attractive) Her lustrous dark hair flowed onto her shoulders.silky hair (=soft, smooth, 
and shiny) Fernando stroked her silky hair.dull hair (=not shiny) Dull hair can be 

caused by poor diet.lank hair especially literary (=thin, straight, and unattractive) Bill 
was a scruffy young man with lank hair.thinning hair (=becoming thinner because you 
are losing your hair) His dark hair was thinning on top.receding hair (=gradually 

disappearing, so that it is high on your forehead) The man was in his late thirties, and 
his hair was receding slightly.dishevelled/unkempt hair especially literary (=very 
untidy) His face was bright red and his hair looked dishevelled.matted hair (=twisted 

or stuck together in a thick mass) Her hair was matted and uncombed.unruly 
hair (=difficult to control) Sarah brushed her unruly hair and tried to make it look 
smooth.tousled hair especially literary (=a little untidy, in a way that looks 

attractive) He was a slender man with dark tousled hair.windswept hair especially 
literary (=blown around by the wind) Her hair was all windswept when they came off 
the beach.VERBShave ... hair She has beautiful blonde hair.brush/comb your 

hair He cleaned his teeth and brushed his hair.wash your hair He showered 
and washed his hair.do your hair also fix your hair AmE (=arrange it in a style) She’s 
upstairs doing her hair.have your hair cut/done/permed also get your hair cut 

etc (=by a hairdresser) I need to get my hair cut.cut sb’s hair My mum always cuts 
my hair.dye your hair (blonde/red etc) (=change its colour, especially using 
chemicals) Craig has dyed his hair black.wear your hair long/in a ponytail 

etc (=have that style of hair) He wore his hair in a ponytail.grow your hair 
(long) (=let it grow longer) I’m growing my hair long, but it’s taking forever.lose your 
hair (=become bald) He was a small round man who was losing his hair.run your 

fingers through sb’s hair (=touch someone’s hair in a loving way) He ran his fingers 
through her smooth silky hair.ruffle sb’s hair (=rub it in a kind friendly way) He 
patted me on the back and ruffled my hair.Don’t say I cut my hair if another person cut 

your hair for you. Say I had my hair cut.hair + NOUNShair colour BrE hair 
color AmE You’ve changed your hair colour!hair products (=products such as 
shampoo that you use to make your hair look nice) The company has launched a new 

range of hair products.hair loss The drug can cause hair loss.hair dye The survey 
showed that 75% of women have used hair dye.hair extensions (=artificial hair that is 

joined to your own hair to make it look longer) Ella had some hair extensions.hair 
gel Sam used hair gel to make his hair look spiky.hair accessories (=things that you 
wear in your hair or use for tying it up) The box is ideal for storing small items such 

as hair accessories or jewellery.hair straighteners (=a piece of electrical equipment 
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that you use to make your hair look straight) I borrowed my sister’s hair 

straighteners. Hairstyle, haircut, and hairdresser (=someone who cuts people’s  

hair as a job) are written as one word. PHRASESa strand/wisp of hair (=a thin piece 

of hair) She brushed away a strand of hair from her eyes.a lock of hair (=a fairly thick 
piece of hair) She tossed a stray lock of hair back off her forehead.a mop of hair (=a 

large amount of thick untidy hair) He had an unruly mop of brown hair.have a full 
head of hair (=used to say that a man has not lost any hair) Even though he is 70, he 
still has a full head of hair. 

haircut /ˈheəkʌt $ ˈher-/ noun  1. if you have a haircut, someone cuts your hair 

for youVERBShave a haircut How often do you usually have a haircut?get a 
haircut She went to get a haircut.need a haircut Your hair is too long – you need a 
haircut.give sb a haircut Last time they gave me a terrible haircut.2. the style your 

hair is cut inADJECTIVESa new haircut I like your new haircut.a short haircut A short 
haircut really suits him.a good/decent haircut A good haircut can make you look ten 
years younger.a stylish haircut The band all have stylish haircuts.a bad haircut He 

had a bad haircut and wore unfashionable clothes. 

hairdresser /ˈheəˌdresə $ ˈherˌdresər/ noun [C]  a person who cuts, washes, 

and arranges people’s hair in particular styles Hairdressers cut both women and  

men's hair. When men talk about getting their hair cut, they talk about going to the  

barber's. PHRASESthe hairdresser's (=the place where you can go to get your hair 

cut) "Where's Helen?" "She has gone to the hairdresser’s." | I'll be at the hairdressers 
this afternoon.a hairdresser's appointment I have a hairdresser’s appointment this 

afternoon.THESAURUS: hairdresserbarbera man whose job is to cut men’s hair  

and sometimes to shave them:How often do you go the barber’s?stylistsomeone who 

cuts or arranges people’s hair as their job:Renee was the top stylist at the 

salon.beauticiansomeone whose job is to give beauty treatments to your skin, hair  

etc:Her beautician told her she had problem skin.  

half noun (plural halves /hɑːvz $ hævz/)  one of two equal parts of 

somethingADJECTIVESthe top/bottom half The bottom half of the wall is painted 
blue.the upper/lower half The upper half of the door contained a stained glass 
window.the first/second half Profits doubled in the first half of the year.the 

northern/southern half The northern half of the city is more industrial.the other 
half Half the patients were given the drug and the other half were given a sugar 
pill.the last/latter half He had a lot of illness in the latter half of his 

life.VERBSbreak/cut/tear sth in half He tore the paper in half.divide/split sth in 
half Divide the dough in half.reduce/cut sth by half The company has reduced the 

number of staff by half.decrease/fall by half Share prices fell by half.increase/rise 
by half The number of passengers using the service has increased by 
half.PHRASESone/two etc and a half “How old is she?” “Five and a half.” 

hall /hɔːl $ hɒːl/ noun  a building or a large room for meetings, concerts, dances 

etcNOUNS + halla school hall The play will be performed in the school hall.a sports 
hall There’s a large sports hall where you can play badminton and other sports.a 
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lecture hall She was sitting at the back of the lecture hall.a dining hall The prisoners 

were eating their lunch in the dining hall.a banqueting hall (=for large formal meals 
for a big group of people) There is a vast banqueting hall next to the palace.a village 

hall BrE The band rehearses in the village hall.the town/city hall The town hall clock 
struck midnight.a conference/convention/exhibition hall Hundreds of people were 
packed into the conference hall.a concert hall He plays to huge audiences at concert 

halls around the world.a pool hall He loves playing pool and spends every spare 
moment at the local pool hall.a bingo hall BrE The cinema is now a bingo 
hall.ADJECTIVESthe main hall There will be an exhibition of students’ work in the main 

hall.the great hall (=a large main hall in an old building) It had once been the great 

hall of the castle.THESAURUS: hallchambera large room in a public building used 

for important meetings or discussions:Meetings are normally held in the council  

chamber. | Hundreds of students packed into the debating chamber to hear him 

speak.auditoriumthe main part of a theatre, cinema etc where the audience sit:Please  

take your seats in the main auditorium: the performance is about to begin. | The lights  

went down in the packed auditorium.ballrooma large room in a hotel, palace etc  

where formal dances and other events are held:The band will play live at the hotel  

ballroom on Saturday night. | They danced gracefully across the ballroom floor.  

halt1 /hɔːlt $ hɒːlt/ noun  a stop or pauseADJECTIVESa sudden halt also an 

abrupt halt formal My happiness was brought to a sudden halt by the death of my 
father. | His career came to an abrupt halt when he was seriously injured in a road 

accident.an immediate halt The government called for an immediate halt to the 
fighting.a complete halt Traffic on the busy motorway has slowed almost to 
a complete halt.a temporary halt The game was brought to a temporary halt when 

the floodlights failed.a grinding halt (=one in which all of a system stops 
completely) One accident can bring the whole road system to a grinding halt.a 
screeching halt (=in which a vehicle stops suddenly with a loud high noise) A car 

came to a screeching halt outside the house.a shuddering halt (=in which a vehicle 
shakes as it stops moving) He slammed his foot on the brake pedal, bringing the truck 

to a shuddering halt.a premature halt (=one that happens sooner than expected) A 
sudden snowstorm brought the event to a premature halt.VERBSbring sth to a 
halt (=make it stop moving or operating) The city was brought to a halt by the 

transport strike.sth/sb comes to a halt (=they stop moving or operating) The 
bus came to a halt right outside the school.call for a halt to sth (=publicly ask for 
something to stop) The government has called for a halt to the violence.call a halt to 

sth (=stop doing it) University officials have asked the students to call a halt to their 
protest.order a halt to sth (=officially say that something must stop) The 
president ordered a halt to nuclear tests on the islands.demand a halt to sth (=firmly 

ask for something to stop) Irish farmers demanded a halt to imports of British 
cattle.put a halt to sth (=stop something) The bad news put a halt to our 
celebrations.sth grinds to a halt (=it stops slowly – used for emphasis) If the 

computer system fails, the entire banking system could grind to a halt.sth draws to a 
halt (=a vehicle slows down and stops) As the train drew to a halt, people started to 
get off.sth screeches to a halt (=a vehicle stops very quickly with a loud high 

sound) A police car screeched to a halt and two officers jumped out.sth 
shudders/skids/jolts to a halt (=a vehicle stops with a particular type of 
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movement) The old bus gave a coughing sound, then shuddered to a 

halt.PREPOSITIONSa halt to sth The government has agreed to meet protesters if 
there is an immediate halt to the violence. 

halt2 /hɔːlt $ hɒːlt/ verb  THESAURUS > stop1 (3) 

hand1 /hænd/ noun  the part of your body at the end of your arm, including your 

fingers and thumb, that you use to hold thingsADJECTIVESsb’s right/left hand She 
held the book in her right hand.big/small hands He has very big hands and 

feet.strong hands His strong hands gripped her shoulders.delicate hands (=small 
and thin) Ben has very delicate hands for a man.clammy/sweaty hands (=with a lot 
of sweat) His hands get clammy when he’s nervous.rough hands The farmer had 

big rough hands.gnarled hands (=rough and twisted because of old age) The 
photograph showed the gnarled hands of the old man.sb’s free hand (=the hand 
someone is not already using) Amy was stroking the dog with her free hand.an 

outstretched hand (=stretched out towards someone or something) She took her 
father’s outstretched hand and began to walk from the room.a gloved hand (=covered 
with a glove) He stretched out a gloved hand.sb’s cupped hand (=in the shape of a 

cup) Hamil shook the dice in his cupped hand.VERBS + handwave your 
hand Marta waved a hand to attract his attention.clap your hands They were singing 
and clapping their hands.wash your hands Go wash your hands before dinner.hold 

hands (with sb) Joanne and Kevin held hands on the sofa.shake sb’s 
hand also shake hands with sb “Nice to meet you,” he said, as they shook 
hands.take sb’s hand (=hold someone’s hand) He reached across the table and took 

her hand in his.take sb by the hand (=hold someone’s hand in order to take them 
somewhere) She took the boy by the hand and led him across the street.join 
hands (=take hold of the hands of people on either side of you) They stood in a circle 

and joined hands.clasp your hands (=hold them together tightly) Emily clasped her 
hands together and stood there nervously.raise your hand also put your hand 
up (=lift your hand, especially when you want to ask or answer a question) If you know 

the answer, raise your hand.fold your hands (=put your hands together and rest 
them on something) Lily folded both hands on her stomach.hand + VERBSsb’s hands 
shake/tremble His hands trembled as he lifted the cup.sb’s hand holds sth His 

other hand was holding his mobile phone.sb’s hand touches sth Daniel’s hand 
touched mine.sb’s hand grips/clutches sth (=holds something firmly) Her hands 

gripped the steering wheel very tightly.sb’s hand grabs/grasps sth (=takes and 
holds something firmly) He felt Connor’s hand grasp his shoulder.sb’s hand 
tightens Her hand tightened on the knife handle.sb’s hand closes on/around/over 

sth Jeb’s big hand closed around mine.sb’s hand slips (=it slides and stops holding 
something tightly) My hand slipped and I cut my finger.hand + NOUNSa hand 
movement The disease means she has trouble controlling her hand movements.a 

hand gesture/signal (=a movement of your hand to show what you mean) He made 
a rude hand gesture at the other driver.hand cream/lotion (=substance you rub into 
your hands to make the skin soft and smooth) If your hands feel rough, put some 

hand cream on them.a hand towel (=for drying your hands) There was no hand 
towel in the bathroom.PREPOSITIONSin sb’s hand In her hand was a tattered old 
photograph.with your hands I grasped the vase with both my hands.by hand (=done 

or made by a person and not a machine) You should wash delicate clothes by 
hand.PHRASEShand in hand (=holding hands with each other) The couple left the 
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building hand in hand.the palm of your hand (=the inside surface of your hand) The 

phone could fit into the palm of his hand.the back of your hand (=the outside surface 
of your hand) Let a dog sniff the back of your hand, rather than your fingers.with your 

bare hands (=without using a tool, weapon, machine etc) With his bare hands, he 
forced the doors apart.on your hands and knees (=in a crawling position) They got 
down on their hands and knees to search. 

hand2 /hænd/ verb  THESAURUS > give (1) 

handbag /ˈhændbæɡ/ noun  a small bag in which a woman carries money and 

personal thingsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + handbaga leather/plastic etc handbag She was 
carrying a brown leather handbag. | It’s just a cheap plastic handbag.a designer 

handbag They sell expensive shoes and designer handbags.VERBScarry a handbag I 
always carry a handbag wherever I go.steal/snatch/take sb’s handbag A man 
bumped into her and snatched her handbag.empty your handbag The customs officer 

asked her to empty her handbag.search through your handbag At the airport, the 
security men searched through my handbag.rummage around in your 
handbag (=look inside it in order to try to find something) She was rummaging around 

in her handbag trying to find her keys.PHRASESthe contents of a handbag (=the 
things inside) I emptied the contents of my handbag onto the kitchen table. 

handicap /ˈhændikæp/ noun  a situation that makes it difficult for someone to 

do what they wantADJECTIVESa real handicap Not speaking the language is a real 
handicap.a major/big handicap The lack of an industrial sector in the country is 
a major handicap to improving its economy.a serious/severe handicap His old age 

proved to be a serious handicap to being elected president.VERBShave a handicap The 
English team had a big handicap because several of their best players were 
injured.overcome a handicap She had to work hard to overcome the handicap of 

coming from a very poor family.PREPOSITIONSa handicap to sth Being a small 
country is not necessarily a handicap to economic success.a handicap for sb Shyness 
can be a handicap for anyone who wants to become an actor.a handicap in (doing) 

sth Lack of experience is a handicap in finding a job. HandicappedThis word was  

used in the past about disabled people. It is now becoming old-fashioned and is  

considered offensive by many people.  

handle noun  the part of something used for opening it or holding itVERBSturn 

the handle She turned the handle and went inside.try the handle (=try to turn 
it) He tried the handle, but the door was locked.hold the handle Hold the handle of 
the basket carefully so that you don’t drop it.grab/grasp the handle I grabbed the 

handle of the door and pulled it open.ADJECTIVESa wooden/brass/metal etc 
handle The drawers all have wooden handles.a long/short handle Use a brush with 

a long handle.the handle is loose I tried the door, but the handle was loose and came 
off in my hand.NOUNS + handlea door handle He put his hand on the door handle and 
tested it.a knife handle/the handle of a knife The knife handle is made of bronze.a 

broom handle If I want anything, I knock on the ceiling with a broom handle. 

handshake /ˈhændʃeɪk/ noun  the act of taking someone’s right hand and 

shaking itADJECTIVESa firm handshake He greeted me with a firm handshake.a 
hearty handshake (=friendly and firm) The wedding guests exchanged jokes 
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and hearty handshakes.a limp handshake (=weak – used to show disapproval) I don’t 

trust a man with a limp handshake.a congratulatory handshake (=when saying ‘well 
done’) For the winners there were pats on the back and congratulatory handshakes.a 

farewell handshake (=when saying ‘goodbye’) After a brief farewell handshake, he 
boarded the train.a secret handshake (=done in a special way as a secret 
signal) Club members greet each other with a secret handshake.VERBSgive sb a 

handshake The women hugged me and the men gave me a handshake.greet sb with 
a handshake He greeted all of his guests with a handshake.exchange 
handshakes The teams exchanged handshakes at the end of the game. 

handsome /ˈhænsəm/ adjective  1. a handsome man is good-lookingNOUNSa 

handsome man/boy Your husband is a very handsome man.a handsome 
prince A handsome prince kissed her and she woke up.a handsome 
face His handsome face looked sad for a moment.handsome features His handsome 

features are framed by thick dark hair. Handsome is normally only used about men.  

It is sometimes used in literature about a woman, especially an older woman with  

very strong or noticeable features: She was a tall handsome woman dressed in riding  

clothes. ADVERBSstrikingly handsome (=in a very noticeable way) He is a strikingly 

handsome young man.devastatingly handsome (=extremely handsome) A smile 
passed across his devastatingly handsome face.darkly handsome (=handsome, with 

dark hair and skin) He was lively, funny, and darkly handsome.ruggedly 
handsome (=handsome, with strong features) I like men who are ruggedly handsome, 
not pretty boys.classically handsome (=handsome in a way that has always been 

considered to be handsome) His face is interesting, rather than classically 
handsome.VERBSlook handsome You look very handsome in your new 
suit.PHRASEStall (dark) and handsome Jack is very tall and handsome. | He entered 

the room, tall, dark, and handsome.young and handsome She likes working with 

men, particularly if they are young and handsome.THESAURUS: 

handsome→ beautiful2. large or impressiveNOUNSa handsome profit He sold the 

house at a handsome profit.a handsome sum £10,000 is a handsome sum.a 
handsome reward She received a handsome reward for finding the 

wallet.PHRASESpay handsome dividends (=have very good results later) Being well 
prepared will pay handsome dividends in a job interview. 

handwriting /ˈhændˌraɪtɪŋ/ noun  the style of someone’s 

writingADJECTIVESneat/clear handwriting Your handwriting is much neater than 
mine.legible/illegible handwriting (=written clearly, or not written clearly enough 
for you to read) He writes very quickly and his handwriting is 

almost illegible.small/tiny handwriting Her handwriting was so tiny I couldn’t read it 
without my glasses.bad/poor/terrible/awful handwriting (=untidy and difficult to 
read) Like many doctors, she has terrible handwriting.good/lovely/beautiful 

handwriting I received a postcard in her familiar lovely handwriting.sb’s best 
handwriting The teacher encouraged pupils to do the test in their best 
handwriting.VERBShave neat/small etc handwriting Yu Yin has tiny 

handwriting.recognize sb’s handwriting I didn’t recognize the handwriting on the 
envelope.read sb’s handwriting I left her a note and hoped she would be able to read 
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my handwriting.handwriting + NOUNSa handwriting expert (=someone who studies 

people’s handwriting) A handwriting expert is sure that the letter was written by the 
suspect.handwriting analysis We use handwriting analysis to discover aspects of 

people’s character.a handwriting sample Experts have looked at several handwriting 
samples.PHRASESin (sb’s) handwriting Entry forms must be completed in the 
candidate’s own handwriting. 

handy /ˈhændi/ adjective  THESAURUS > useful 

hangover /ˈhæŋəʊvə $ -oʊvər/ noun  a pain in your head and a feeling of 

sickness the day after you have drunk too much alcoholADJECTIVESa bad/terrible 
hangover He woke up the next morning with a terrible hangover. | Don’t shout – I’ve 

got a bad hangover.a raging hangover She had such a raging hangover she couldn’t 
go in to work.VERBShave a hangover If you have a hangover, get plenty of rest and 
drink plenty of water.be suffering from a hangover/be nursing a 

hangover (=have a hangover) The boys were still in bed, suffering from 
hangovers.give sb a hangover I never mix red and white wine because it gives me a 
hangover.cure a hangover What’s the best way to cure a hangover?a hangover goes 

away (=it stops) I wish this hangover would go away.hangover + NOUNSa hangover 
cure/a cure for a hangover A good breakfast is a great hangover cure. 

happen /ˈhæpən/ verb  used when saying that there is an event, especially one 

that is not plannedNOUNSan accident/incident/event happens The accident 
happened at 6.15 a.m.an attack/explosion/murder etc happens Neighbours are 
shocked that such an attack could happen in their village.a change happens They 

don’t believe that climate change is really happening.a disaster/earthquake 
happens The question is, could an earthquake like this happen in California?a miracle 
happens I was hoping that a miracle would happen.a ... thing happens A funny thing 

happened last week when I was on the subway.something/nothing 
happens If something happens, call me immediately.VERBSmake sth happen It’s up 
to you – only you can make it happen.let sth happen The authorities are determined 

not to let the same thing happen again.predict/know that sth will happen It’s 
impossible to predict what will happen next.ADVERBShappen 
quickly/slowly/gradually It all happened so quickly that there was nothing I could 

do.happen overnight (=immediately) Change doesn’t happen 
overnight.PREPOSITIONShappen to sb The same thing happened to my 
sister.PHRASESsth is bound to happen (=certain to happen) An accident was bound 

to happen sooner or later.what happens next Nobody knows what is going to happen 
next.these things happen/it could happen to anyone (=used when someone 
should not feel worried or blame themselves for what has happened) Don’t 

worry. These things happen in business. | It was an accident. It could happen to 
anyone.it just happened (=used when saying that something was not deliberate) We 
didn’t mean to fall in love – it just happened.sth happens all the time/every 

day (=it happens often) This kind of thing happens all the time where I live.whatever 
happens We’ll still be friends, whatever happens.the worst that can happen The 
worst that can happen is that you will get a fine.stranger things have happened (=it 

is possible that something could happen, even though it seems unlikely) Maybe Arsenal 
will win – stranger things have happened.something/nothing untoward has 
happened formal (=something bad or nothing bad has happened) They both tried to 

behave as if nothing untoward had happened.carry on as if nothing has 
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happened (=continue what you are doing, while pretending that nothing has 

happened) The two men carried on with their conversation as if nothing had 
happened.sth is an accident/disaster waiting to happen (=used when you knew 

that something bad would happen) Wyman's marriage to Mandy Smith was a disaster 

waiting to happen.THESAURUS: happentake 

placemeeting | conference | ceremony | marriage | competition | game | race 

| demonstration | change | accident | incident | attack | murderto happen. Take 

place is often used about things that have been planned:The meeting took place in  

Paris on January 12th. | The conference will take place on the campus of the University  

of Melbourne. | The ceremony will take place in Westminster Abbey. | The marriage 

took place on a beautiful summer’s day. | This is the third time 

the competition has taken place in England. | The protesters were unable to stop  

the game from taking place. | A peaceful demonstration took place in the city’s main  

square. | Important changes were taking place across the Arab World. | They want to  

avoid the kind of accident that took place at Three Mile Island in the US. | Hundreds of  

similar incidents take place in Washington every day. | She was there when the attack  

took place. | They had a rough idea of when the murder took place from the state of  

the 

body.occur formalproblem | accident | incident | attack | explosion | situation | 

case | disease | conditionto happen. Occur is used about events that have not been 

planned, especially bad events. Occur is more formal  

than happen:Problems might occur if there is a big rise in sea levels. | The accident  

occurred on the northbound No. 3 Freeway. | He was on his second visit to Afghanistan  

when the incident occurred. | The attack occurred in the early hours of October  

26th. | A similar situation occurred in Thailand in 2004. | 95 percent of the cases  

occurred in children under nine years old. | The disease occurs in tropical  

climates. | The condition occurs most commonly in old people.come 

upquestion | opportunity | chance | problemto happen – used especially about  

problems, questions, and opportunities:This question often comes up when I’m talking  

to students. | After a year, an opportunity came up to move to Vienna. | I would go 

back there again, if the chance came up. | Whatever problems came up, she could  

handle them herself. | There aren’t any jobs at the moment, but we’ll let you know 

if something comes up (=if there are any opportunities for  

jobs).arise formalproblem | difficulty | question | opportunity | chance | circum

stance | need | dispute | conflict | doubt | concernto happen – used especially  

about problems, questions, and opportunities. Arise is more formal than come up. It  

is often used when talking about dealing with possible problems:There may be 

financial problems arising from the patient’s illness. | It is best to deal with  

the problem as soon as it arises. | Difficulties arise in almost every police  
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investigation. | The question arose as to who the money belonged to. | Charles decided  

to talk to her about it, when the opportunity arose. | If the circumstances arose, we 

could change our roles and my husband could look after the children. | The lifeguard  

will be there to rescue you, should the need arise (=if necessary). | A dispute  

arose between the steel companies and their employees. | If conflicts arise, the couple  

can benefit from discussing their feelings and differences with a trained  

counselor. | Doubts arose as to whether the document was genuine. | Serious concerns  

arise when people claim that nuclear energy is safe.crop 

upproblem | issue | emergency | questionto happen suddenly or often – used 

especially about less serious problems that can easily be dealt with:Traditionally, if  

a problem crops up, a manager goes in and tells people what to do. | The 

same issues always keep cropping up on every project. | He is expected to handle  

any emergencies which crop up in the classroom. | One question that keeps cropping  

up is: “Why did she never get married?” | Here is my phone number, just in  

case something crops 

up.strikedisaster | tragedy | earthquake | tsunami | hurricane | storm | droug

htto happen suddenly – used about very bad events:They were coming down the 

mountain when disaster struck. | Tragedy struck when he had a bad fall just days  

before the competition. | I was on the 38th floor of an office building when 

the earthquake struck. | When the tsunami struck, it left 220,000 people dead. | After  

the hurricane struck, many people were left homeless. | They died when a storm 

struck on Mount Everest. | They remember the drought that struck East Africa last  

year.turn outwell | fine | okay | badly | as plannedused when saying whether  

something happens successfully, in the way that you wanted:Luckily,  

everything turned out well in the end. | I promise you, it will all turn out fine. | Some 

things turn out well, others turn out badly. | Things don’t always turn out as  

planned. | How did it all turn out?materialize also materialise BrEto happen – used 

when saying that something did not happen, even though people expected it to:The 

rains failed to materialize last year. | The violence the newspapers had predicted did  

not materialize. Instead of saying that something happened, you often use there  

is/was: The leaflet tells you what to do if there is an accident (=if an accident  

happens).You say that there is something going on, when you know that  

something is happening, but you are not sure what it is: There’s something going  

on outside our house.  

happiness /ˈhæpinəs, ˈhæpinɪs/ noun  the state of being happyADJECTIVESgreat 

happiness His grandchildren bring him great happiness.true/real happiness She 
found true happiness with a man she loved.perfect/pure/sheer happiness The birth 
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of my child was a moment of sheer happiness.human happiness One of the greatest 

sources of human happiness is love.personal happiness People are realizing that 
wealth and success do not always bring personal happiness.future 

happiness Your future happiness depends on this decision.lasting happiness (=that 
continues for a long time) In her second marriage, she found lasting 
happiness.fleeting/short-lived happiness (=lasting a short time only) She had a 

rather sad life with only a few moments of fleeting happiness.domestic 
happiness (=coming from family life at home) The secret to domestic happiness is 
talking to your partner about your feelings.marital happiness (=coming from being 

married) After her first marriage ended, she could never imagine enjoying marital 
happiness again.earthly/worldly happiness (=in this world, rather than in 
heaven) Religious leaders tell us not to be concerned about earthly 

happiness.VERBSfind happiness also achieve happiness formal His ambition was to 
be a musician but he unexpectedly found happiness as a teacher.bring (sb) 
happiness She wrongly believes that money can bring happiness.seek/pursue 

happiness formal (=try to get it) Most of us spend our lives pursuing happiness.be 
filled with happiness She ran towards me, her eyes filled with happiness.glow with 
happiness (=look very happy) The bride’s face seemed to glow with happiness.buy 

happiness (=get happiness with money) If money can buy happiness, why do so many 
rich people live sad lives?PHRASESa feeling of happiness Being by the ocean gave her 
a feeling of great happiness.the pursuit of happiness (=the act of trying to achieve 

happiness) Life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness are seen as basic rights.I wish 
you every happiness (=used to say that you hope someone will have a happy 

life) I wish you both every happiness in your new life together.THESAURUS: 

happinesspleasurethe feeling you have when you enjoy doing something, or when 

something happens that you enjoy:I get a lot of pleasure from my work. | Are you 

taking the trip for business or pleasure? | His music has given pleasure to a great  

many people over the years.satisfactionthe feeling you have when you have done 

something well, or when something is as good as it should be:She stood back and 

looked at her work with satisfaction. | He gets a lot of satisfaction from helping young 

people in his coaching job.contentmenta quietly happy and satisfied feeling:She felt a  

sense of peace and deep contentment. | Joey sighed with contentment, snuggling  

down in his warm bed.cheerfulnesshappy feelings, which show in your expression,  

your voice, and your behaviour:His normal cheerfulness seemed to have 

returned. | “Morning, everybody!” she said with loud cheerfulness.GREAT 

HAPPINESSjoy especially writtena feeling of great happiness:The sisters hugged and 

cried tears of joy. | It was a day of great joy for the whole town. | Most people would  

be jumping with joy if they had been told they had got the job (=be very pleased about  

something).delightthe feeling you have when you are very pleased and excited  

because something good has happened:They watched with delight as their new son 

started walking. | To her delight, she discovered the perfect wedding present.blissa 

feeling of very great happiness and great pleasure – used when something has a great  

effect on your senses:Lying in the warm sun and listening to the sea felt like sheer  
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bliss (=complete bliss). | Her idea of bliss is to be curled up on the sofa watching a  

romantic comedy with a big bowl of popcorn. | The happy couple looked a picture of  

domestic bliss (=they looked how you usually imagine people who are having a good 

time with each other at home).elation writtena feeling of great happiness and 

excitement, especially because you have achieved something or something good has  

happened to you:As they reached the top, the climbers experienced a moment of  

elation. | Her mood suddenly changed from tears and misery to a feeling of  

elation.euphoriaan extremely strong feeling of happiness and excitement, especially  

because you have achieved something, or because of the effects of a drug:The 

euphoria that new parents feel quickly changes to exhaustion. | The euphoria  

of Ireland’s amazing victory over England last Sunday has died away. | The drug  

produces a feeling of euphoria.ecstasyan extremely strong feeling of happiness and 

pleasure, especially sexual pleasure:It was a moment of sheer ecstasy (=complete  

ecstasy).  

happy /ˈhæpi/ adjective  having feelings of pleasure, for example because 

something good has happened to you or you are very satisfied with your 

lifeVERBSbe/feel happy It’s a lovely house and we’ve been very happy here. | I’ve 
never felt happier in my life.look happy They looked so happy and proud of their 

son.make sb happy I loved her and thought I could make her happy.NOUNSa happy 
ending The story has a happy ending and the baby bear finds his mother again.a 
happy man/woman/couple/family If we win, I’ll be a very happy man. | The happy 

couple will spend their honeymoon in New Zealand.a happy face/smile I looked 
around at the happy faces of the children.a happy child/boy/girl Nigel was a happy 
boy with lots of friends.a happy childhood/marriage Although we were poor, we had 

a very happy childhood in many ways.a happy time/occasion/experience Floyd’s 
farm was a place where I spent many happy times. | It was a colourful and happy 
occasion as guests met with graduates, staff, and friends of the University.a happy 

life We hope you have a long and happy life together.a happy home She is fortunate 
to have found such a wonderfully happy home.happy memories The film brought back 
many happy memories.happy birthday/Christmas/New Year (=used as a greeting 

on someone’s birthday, at Christmas etc) I wanted to wish you a very happy 
birthday.the happy news (=often used when someone has a new baby or is going to 
have one) She couldn’t wait to tell her friends the happy news.the happy 

couple (=often used about two people who have just got married.) The happy 
couple are planning to buy a house together.PREPOSITIONShappy with sth (=used 
especially when saying someone is satisfied) I’m happy with the situation.happy about 

sth When I talked to her about the idea, she seemed very happy about it.happy for 
sb I’m so happy for you both.happy in your job/work/marriage/life He is happy in 
his job and has no intention of leaving.ADVERBSblissfully/deliriously 

happy (=extremely happy) Ronni had never been so deliriously happy in her 
life.perfectly happy (=completely happy and not wanting anything to 
change) I’m perfectly happy here – I don’t want to move.fairly/reasonably 

happy (=fairly satisfied) He was reasonably happy with his performance in the 
competition.genuinely happy She seemed genuinely happy to be 
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there.PHRASEShappy as can be/happy as anything especially spoken (=extremely 

happy) His parents are as happy as can be.THESAURUS: 

happycheerfulvoice | smile | face | expression | manner | mood | atmosphere

 | woman | man | room | place | colourlooking or sounding happy:“Great to see 

you!” he said in a cheerful voice. | “I’m Robyn,” she said with a cheerful smile.  

“Pleased to meet you.” | It was the end of term and everyone was in a cheerful  

mood. | Mrs Johnson was a cheerful woman with enormous energy. | The room was 

painted in bright cheerful colours. | He seems a lot more cheerful  

today.contentedsmile | expression | silence | sigh | mood | man | woman | bab

y | catfeeling happy with your life, job, situation etc. Contented sounds a little formal  

and is mainly used in written English:There was a contented smile on the little boy’s  

face. | She sat down with a contented expression on her face. | They sat for a few 

minutes in contented silence. | The old man was in a contented mood after eating a  

very large lunch. | He was a contented man, with a good wife and a prosperous  

farm. | Haverford looked like a particularly contented baby at feeding-time. | She 

was contented with her job at the university. Contented or content?You can also  

use content to mean “satisfied with your life”: Henry was happy and if he  

was content, so was Diana.However, usually content means that someone does not  

want to do anything else, or have anything else: He was content to just sit back and  

wait. The team had to be content with second place. pleased/gladhappy because 

something good has happened:I’m pleased I passed my exam. | He was glad to see 

someone that he knew. Pleased and glad are not usually used before a noun.If  

someone seems happy, you can also say that he or she is in a good mood. VERY 

HAPPYdelightedvery happy because something good has happened:The doctors say 

they are delighted with her progress.thrilledvery happy and excited about  

something:He’s thrilled at the idea of going to Disneyworld.overjoyedvery happy 

because you have heard some good news:She was overjoyed when she found out that  

her son was safe. Delighted, thrilled, and overjoyed are not used before a  

noun. ecstaticfans | crowd | welcome | reviewextremely happy and feeling very  

excited:The crowd were ecstatic, and cheered wildly. | The singer received an ecstatic  

welcome when he arrived at the airport. | The play received ecstatic reviews. | The 

coach said he was simply ecstatic about yesterday’s  

result.blissfulsmile | weeks | hoursextremely happy, especially because something  

gives you a lot of pleasure:The man lay asleep, a blissful smile on his face. | For  

two blissful weeks we explored the islands. | They were alone together for  
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three blissful hours. | It sounded blissful – sea, sun, and good food. If someone is  

extremely happy because something good has happened, you can say that he or she  

is on top of the world or over the moon: I was over the moon when I found out  

that I’d passed my exam. ANTONYMS → sad 

harassment /ˈhærəsmənt, həˈræsmənt/ noun  unpleasant or threatening 

behaviour towards someoneADJECTIVES/NOUNS + harassmentsexual harassment The 
woman accused her boss of sexual harassment.racial harassment At school he was 
the victim of bullying and racial harassment.frequent/continual 

harassment (=happening often) Female students experience frequent 
harassment. | Democracy campaigners have suffered continual harassment by the 
police.police harassment African-Americans have been complaining about police 

harassment for years.verbal harassment (=using threatening language) 78% of girls 
in the study reported some verbal harassment in school.VERBSsuffer/experience 
harassment Employees can take legal action to protect themselves if they 

have suffered harassment.be subjected to harassment (=suffer 
harassment) Opposition party members have been subjected to harassment and death 
threats.accuse sb of harassment Under the new law, an employee who keeps making 

remarks about a woman’s appearance could be accused of sexual 
harassment.complain of harassment The group was set up to protect journalists, 

who often complain of harassment by the authorities.PREPOSITIONSharassment of 
sb Sexual harassment of women is still a problem.harassment against sb There have 
been reports of threats and harassment against human rights groups.PHRASESa victim 

of harassment Victims of harassment in the workplace can take their company to 
court.accusations/allegations of harassment False accusations of harassment can 
destroy people’s lives.a campaign of harassment She was accused of carrying out 

a campaign of harassment against her ex-husband. 

harbour BrE harbor AmE /ˈhɑːbə $ ˈhɑːrbər/ noun  an area of calm safe water 

for ships, close to the landADJECTIVES/NOUNS + harbourSydney/Portsmouth/Boston 
harbour We sailed into Sydney harbour.a busy harbour The town has a busy harbour, 

and boats come and go all day.a picturesque harbour (=pretty) The hotel is right 
next to a picturesque harbour.a fishing harbour The fishing harbour is full of boats 
unloading boxes of fish.a natural harbour There is a small sandy beach surrounded by 

rocks which form a natural harbour.a man-made/artificial harbour The port has the 
largest man-made harbour in the world.a deep-water harbour The magnificent deep-

water harbour can accommodate huge ships.a sheltered harbour (=protected from 
strong winds and waves) We reached a sheltered harbour and waited for the storm to 
blow away.a commercial harbour Las Palmas is a busy commercial 

harbour.VERBSenter a harbour The photograph shows sailing boats entering the 
harbour.sail into/out of a harbour At four o’clock we sailed into Poole Harbour.leave 
(a) harbour The ship was getting ready to leave harbour.harbour + NOUNSthe 

harbour wall The waves crashed against the harbour wall.the harbour 
entrance also the harbour mouth The harbour entrance is very narrow.the harbour 
area We walked around the harbour area.a harbour town Fowey is a pretty harbour 

town.a harbour scene Most of her paintings are of harbour scenes.a harbour 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1020] 

master (=the person in charge of a harbour) The harbour master decided to allow no 

more boats out of the harbour. 

hard /hɑːd $ hɑːrd/ adjective  1. having a surface that is difficult to press down, 

cut, or breakNOUNSa hard chair She was sitting on a hard wooden chair.a hard 

bed The beds were hard and uncomfortable.a hard floor The plate smashed on 
the hard stone floor.the hard ground Players can easily injure themselves on the hard 
ground.a hard surface The birds drop shellfish onto hard surfaces in order to break 

them open.a hard material/substance Diamonds are the hardest substance known 
to man.a hard case (=used to protect something from being damaged) I keep my 
guitar in a hard case when I’m travelling.hard metal/stone The steps were made 

of hard stone.hard skin The skin on his feet had become 
very hard.cheese/bread/potatoes etc are hard The bread was old and 
very hard.ADVERBSextremely/incredibly hard The pan is made of an extremely 

hard type of metal.rock hard (=extremely hard and very difficult to break) The ice 
was rock hard.VERBSset hard It takes a few days for the concrete to set hard.go 

hard (=become hard) The bread had gone hard.THESAURUS: 

hardfirmmattress | cushion | texture | pear | apple | tomato | musclesnot easy  

to press or bend, but not completely hard – used especially when this seems a good 

thing:I like to sleep on a firm mattress. | This particular cheese has a good firm 

texture. | It’s best to buy pears when they are still firm. | These exercises will make 

your stomach muscles nice  

and firm.stiffcollar | cardboard | card | paper | material | cotton | body | brush

difficult to bend and not changing shape:The collar of the shirt felt stiff and 

uncomfortable. | The box was made out of stiff cardboard. | I’m using a piece of stiff  

card as a bookmark. | She made a birthday card from some stiff  

paper. | His body was stiff and motionless. | Use a stiff brush to remove the 

dirt.solidgold | silver | iron | metal | wood | oak | pine | rock | stone | block of  

sthconsisting of a thick hard material and not hollow or liquid:She was wearing a solid  

gold bracelet. | All the rooms have solid wood floors. | The sculpture was carved out  

of solid rock. | During winter the lake became a solid block  

of ice.rigidframe | structure | case | containerhaving a structure that is made of a  

material that is difficult or impossible to bend:The tent is supported by a rigid  

frame. | The skull is a rigid structure that protects the brain. | The camera is supplied  

with a rigid case. | Carry sandwiches in a rigid  

container.crispybacon | chicken | duck | lettuce | pancakeused about thin pieces  

of food that are pleasantly hard, which make a noise when you bite them:They had 

fried eggs and crispy bacon for breakfast. | It’s best to use crispy lettuce leaves for the  

salad. | We’re having crispy pancakes for dinner. | Fry the potato slices until they are 

nice and 

crispy.crunchycarrots | vegetables | lettuce | salad | biscuit | toast | peanut 

butter | texturefood that is crunchy makes a noise when you bite on it – used 
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especially about things that are fresh, for example fruit, vegetables, and 

nuts:The carrots are nice and crunchy. | The waiter brought us a plate  

of crunchy baby vegetables. | I made a delicious crunchy salad. | Do you prefer  

smooth or crunchy peanut butter? | The beans have a crunchy 

texture.toughmeat | steak | leavesmeat, vegetables, or plants that are tough are 

difficult to chew or cut:The meat was tough and flavourless. | The steak I had 

yesterday was a bit tough. | The outer leaves of the cabbage can be 

rather tough.rubberychicken | texturehaving a rather hard surface which bends like 

rubber, and seems unpleasant:The chicken was a bit rubbery. | The cheese has a mild  

flavour, and a slightly rubbery texture.brittlebones | nails | hair | materialif  

something is brittle, it has a hard surface that breaks easily:Old people often  

have brittle bones. | If your nails are brittle, this may mean that you need to eat more 

calcium. | The shampoo is good for brittle hair. | Glass is a brittle  

material.ANTONYMS → soft (1)2. difficultTHESAURUS: 

hard→ difficult3. tiringTHESAURUS: hard→ tiring 

hardened /ˈhɑːdnd $ ˈhɑːr-/ adjective  THESAURUS > experienced 

hard-hearted adjective  THESAURUS > unkind 

hardship /ˈhɑːdʃɪp $ ˈhɑːrd-/ noun  conditions that make someone’s life difficult, 

especially lack of moneyADJECTIVESgreat/immense/deep hardship The report looks 
at the great hardship caused by the earthquake.considerable/substantial 

hardship formal (=great hardship) People in this troubled region 
experienced considerable hardship and poverty.severe/serious/extreme 

hardship (=very bad) The 1930s was a period of severe hardship for many people in 
America.economic/financial hardship The closure of the steelworks 
brought economic hardship.real/genuine hardship Prolonged illness can cause real 

hardship for families.unnecessary hardship also undue hardship formal He believes 
the ban is causing unnecessary hardship. | The court decided that putting him in prison 
would cause undue hardship to his family.physical hardship (=when you lack the 

things that your body needs) The people of the war-torn region face severe physical 
hardship.personal hardship (=affecting one person in particular) The victim of a crime 
often suffers considerable personal hardship.material hardship formal (=a serious 

lack of money or of things that you need in order to live) Aid workers report that 
victims of the flood are experiencing enormous material hardship.VERBScause/create 
hardship The severe winter caused great hardship in remote 

villages.experience/suffer hardship also endure hardship formal Many old people 
are experiencing hardship as a result of the new tax.face hardship (=be likely to 
experience it) The state of the economy left many 

families facing financial hardship.inflict hardship on sb (=cause someone to 
experience it) Civil war has inflicted hardship and suffering on thousands.alleviate 
hardship formal (=make it less severe) The programme aims to alleviate 

hardship among the poorest sections of society.survive hardship People who lived 
through the war survived terrible hardship.PREPOSITIONShardship to/for sb The 
change would cause considerable hardship to university students.in hardship Dozens 
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of factories closed, leaving many families in real hardship.PHRASESin times of 

hardship In times of hardship, she knew she could rely on her family for help. 

harm1 /hɑːm $ hɑːrm/ noun  damage, injury, or trouble caused by someone or 

somethingVERBScause (sb/sth) harm We try not to use chemicals that cause harm to 

the environment.do (sth) harm The scandal did a lot of harm to his reputation.inflict 
harm formal (=make someone suffer physical harm) None of us wants to inflict 
harm on another human being.suffer harm formal Luckily, no one suffered any 

serious harm.prevent harm Pregnant women should stop smoking in order to prevent 
harm to their unborn babies.reduce/minimize harm The new law aims 
to reduce the harm caused by drugs. | The bags can be reused 

to minimize environmental harm.protect/shield sb/sth from harm They offer advice 
on how to protect children from harm when using the internet.Don’t say give 
harm or make harm. Say do harm or cause harm.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ harmgreat/serious/significant harm If you drink too much alcohol, you can do 
yourself serious harm.lasting/permanent harm The doctor says that there is 
no permanent harm to his legs.irreparable harm (=which cannot be made better) The 

stories in the newspapers caused irreparable harm to her career.untold 
harm formal (=very great harm) Bullying causes untold harm and can affect a child for 

the rest of his or her life.potential harm People need to be more aware of 
the potential harm of some foods.physical harm (=to someone’s body) Too much 
exercise can cause physical harm.psychological/emotional harm (=to someone’s 

mind) Some of these children have suffered serious emotional harm.environmental 
harm Gold mining causes a lot of environmental harm.self-harm (=physical harm that 
someone deliberately does to themselves, such as cutting their skin) People with some 

mental illnesses may be at risk of self-harm.PREPOSITIONSharm to sb/sth Plastic 
bags cause a lot of harm to the environment.PHRASESmean no harm (=not intend to 
hurt or upset someone) He apologized and assured me that he meant no harm.come 

to no harm/not come to any harm (=not be hurt or damaged) She was pleased her 
car had come to no harm.do more harm than good Vitamin pills sometimes do more 
harm than good.out of harm’s way (=in a place where something cannot cause harm 

or be harmed) If you have children, make sure you keep medicines out of harm’s 
way.be at risk of harm The child can be removed from the family if they 
are at serious risk of harm.no harm done spoken (=used to tell someone not to worry 

about something they have done) “I’m sorry, I didn’t mean to stand on your foot.” 
“Don’t worry, no harm done.”where’s the harm in that? spoken (=used when you 
think that something seems reasonable, although other people may not) I sometimes 

have a few drinks with my friends – where’s the harm in that? 

harm2 /hɑːm $ hɑːrm/ verb  to have a bad effect on something or 

someoneADVERBSseriously/severely harm sb/sth The incident has seriously harmed 

his chances of winning the election.deliberately/intentionally harm sb/sth They 
had been accused of deliberately harming their children.irreparably harm sth (=in a 
way that cannot be repaired) Environmentalists said the area’s wildlife would be 

irreparably harmed by the building work.physically harm sb (=harm someone’s 

body) Prisoners will not be physically harmed in any way.THESAURUS: 

harmdamagehealth | economy | reputation | image | confidence | credibility |

 career | chancesto harm something badly. Damage is more serious  
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than harm:Drinking too much alcohol can severely damage your health. | High wage 

rises could damage the economy. | His reputation was badly damaged and his career  

was in ruins. | The affair has damaged people’s confidence in the government. | Losing  

their best player could damage the team's chances of success in the competition.be 

bad for sb/sthbusiness | trade | health | the economy | the 

environment | morale | reputation | imageto be likely to harm someone or  

something:All this rain is bad for business. | We all know that smoking is bad for your  

health. | Uncertainty about the future is always bad for morale (=it makes a group of  

people feel unhappy and less confident about their situation). | They are worried that  

the news will be bad for the company's image abroad. | Too much fatty food is bad for  

you.be detrimental to sb/sth formalinterests | health | characterto be bad for  

something or someone:They say the deal is detrimental to the interests of American  

workers. | Some of these chemicals may be detrimental to health. | The new housing  

development will be detrimental to the character of this small  

town.impair formalability | vision | hearingto harm something, especially  

someone’s ability to do something or the correct working of a system:Any amount of  

alcohol that you drink will impair your ability to drive. | His vision was impaired  

because of the effects of the drug.prejudicechances | outcometo have a bad effect  

on the future success of something:Don’t do anything to prejudice our chances of  

winning. | I do not wish to prejudice the outcome of the talks.  

harmful /ˈhɑːmfəl $ ˈhɑːrm-/ adjective  causing harmNOUNSa harmful 

effect We all know about the harmful effects of smoking, so why do so many people 
still smoke?a harmful side effect The drug appears to have no harmful side 
effects.harmful consequences She was unaware of the harmful consequences of her 

actions.a harmful substance The workers may have been exposed to harmful 
substances.harmful bacteria Cooking should kill any harmful 
bacteria.ADVERBSextremely harmful Smoking is extremely harmful to your 

health.potentially harmful (=could be harmful) Many natural foods are potentially 
harmful.positively harmful (=very harmful – often used when this is the opposite of 
what people expect) Hiding your true feelings can be positively 

harmful.PREPOSITIONSharmful to sb/sth These chemicals are harmful to the 

environment.THESAURUS: harmfulbe bad for  

sb/sthbusiness | trade | health | the economy | the 

environment | morale | reputation | imageto have a harmful effect on someone or  

something. This phrase is very commonly used in everyday English when saying that  

something is harmful:All this rain is bad for business. | We all know that smoking is  

bad for your health. | Uncertainty about the future is always bad for morale (=it makes  

a group of people feel unhappy and less confident about their situation). | They are 

worried that the news will be bad for the company's image abroad.damagingused 

about things that cause permanent physical harm, or that have a bad effect in other  

ways, for example on people’s opinion of someone:Acid rain has a damaging effect on  
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trees and the soil. | The allegations were very damaging to his career. | Constant  

criticism is damaging to a child’s self-

esteem.detrimental formaleffect | impactcausing harm or having a bad effect on  

something:Employers are worried that the new laws will have a detrimental effect on  

their business. | These chemicals are detrimental to the environment. | The 

government's policies have been detrimental to the interests of old  

people.negativeeffect | impact | influencea negative effect is one that is bad and 

causes problems:The car tax had a negative effect on car sales. | the negative 

impact of the recession in the US on the rest of the world  

economyhazardouswaste | material | substance | chemicalshazardous substances  

are likely to be dangerous to people’s health and safety:Hazardous waste needs to be 

disposed of safely. | The sign said ‘Danger - hazardous  

chemicals’.toxicwaste | chemicals | substance | material | fumes | gases | emis

sionstoxic substances, smoke etc are dangerous to people's health:The factory was  

discharging toxic waste and crude oil into the sea. | Toxic chemicals spilled into the 

river. | The fire gave off toxic fumes.pernicious /pəˈnɪʃəs $ pər-

/ formaleffect | influence | mythused about something that has a gradual bad effect  

which is not easy to notice, especially on people’s morals, or on their  

health:the pernicious effects of violent video games | the pernicious effect of  

secondhand smoke | They are worried about the pernicious influence of Hollywood 

films on their culture.  

harmless /ˈhɑːmləs $ ˈhɑːrm-/ adjective  unable or unlikely to hurt anyone or 

cause damageADVERBScompletely/totally/perfectly harmless Don’t be frightened – 
the dog is perfectly harmless.relatively harmless (=not very harmless) The drug 

is relatively harmless if taken in small amounts.seemingly/apparently 
harmless This seemingly harmless mushroom is actually very 
poisonous.environmentally harmless Hydrogen is supposed to be an environmentally 

harmless source of energy.sb/sth is harmless enough (=used when emphasizing 
that someone or something is harmless) John shouts a lot, but he’s harmless 
enough.NOUNSharmless fun The children are just having a bit of harmless fun.a 

harmless pleasure A harmless pleasure can become a big problem if it gets out of 
control.a harmless substance Some substances are harmless to humans, but they 
can be harmful to other animals.a drug is harmless We need to know that 

the drug is harmless.a species is harmless Many species of snakes 
are harmless.harmless levels They want to reduce pollution to harmless 
levels.VERBSlook/seem harmless Smoking may seem harmless, but it is very bad for 

your health. | Lying sleeping in the sun, the lion looked almost harmless.render sth 
harmless formal (=make something harmless) Medical advances mean that some 
diseases have been rendered harmless.PREPOSITIONSharmless to sth Most spiders 

are harmless to humans. 

harmony /ˈhɑːməni $ ˈhɑːr-/ noun  when people live or work together without 

fighting or disagreeingADJECTIVESperfect/complete harmony The brothers work 
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together in perfect harmony.relative/reasonable harmony (=quite friendly and 

peaceful when compared to something else) These neighbouring peoples have lived 
together in relative harmony for years.racial/social/political harmony We aim to 

promote racial harmony through shared sporting activities.domestic harmony (=in 
the home) There was a lot of tension beneath the impression of domestic 
harmony.inner harmony (=a feeling of being peaceful and calm) His search for inner 

harmony led him to Buddhism.interfaith harmony (=between people of different 
religions) Religious leaders are calling for greater interfaith harmony.VERBSlive in 
harmony We want a society in which people of all races and religions can live in 

harmony.work in harmony The president urged all Americans to work in harmony to 
solve the nation’s problems.achieve harmony After years of tension, it will be difficult 
to achieve racial harmony in the city.promote harmony (=do things that help it 

develop or improve) We need to develop ways of promoting harmony between 
nations.create harmony The aim is to create better harmony within the 
community.restore harmony (=make it exist again) It will be difficult to restore 

harmony between workers and management after months of bitter 
dispute.PREPOSITIONSharmony between/among people Leaders appealed 
for harmony between Christians and Muslims in the region.harmony within a 

group Rules help to maintain order and harmony within the family.PHRASESpeace and 
harmony He longed for peace and harmony to return.a sense of harmony There was 
a quiet sense of harmony between them as they walked along. 

harsh /hɑːʃ $ hɑːrʃ/ adjective  1. unkind or cruel, especially in a way that seems 

unfairharsh + NOUNSharsh criticism Politicians have to learn to live with harsh 
criticism.a harsh punishment There are harsh punishments for drug smugglers.harsh 

treatment He experienced particularly harsh treatment in prison.harsh 
discipline Their father believed in harsh discipline and beat them with a stick.harsh 
words She has some harsh words to say about her ex-husband.a harsh 

tone/voice “You don’t know what you’re doing,” he said in a harsh tone.a harsh 
decision The referee’s decision seemed very harsh.ADVERBSa little harsh also a bit 
harsh BrE spoken Maybe I’m being a bit harsh, but I think he deserved to be expelled 

from school.rather harsh/particularly harsh Making him take the test again because 
of one small mistake seemed rather harsh. | Some of the prisoners are 
given particularly harsh treatment.unduly harsh (=unreasonably harsh) It is unduly 

harsh to criticise him for doing what he was told to do.VERBSsb is being harsh “I think 
you’re being a bit harsh,” she objected.seem/sound harsh I am sorry if I sound 
harsh, but I don’t trust him at all.PREPOSITIONSbe harsh on sb Don’t be too harsh 

on him, he’s only a child.THESAURUS: harsh→ strict (1)→ strict (2)2. difficult 

or unpleasantharsh + NOUNSa harsh climate/harsh weather Siberia has a very harsh 

climate and the temperature can go below minus 30 degrees. | Harsh weather can 
make your skin dry.a harsh winter Some plants may not survive the harsh 
winter.harsh conditions Conditions in the camp were particularly harsh.a harsh 

environment The city is a harsh environment for any child to grow up in.a harsh 
world He sees himself as a victim of a cruel harsh world.the harsh facts Don’t wait to 
find out these harsh facts the hard way.the harsh truth The harsh truth is, he is not 

good enough to be a professional footballer.the harsh reality/realities of sth The 
only way he could escape the harsh realities of life was to lose himself in books.harsh 
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light (=too strong, especially in a way that makes it difficult to see) He shielded his 

eyes from the harsh light. 

harvest /ˈhɑːvəst, ˈhɑːvɪst $ ˈhɑːr-/ noun  the gathering of crops from the fields, 

or the amount of crops that are gatheredADJECTIVESa good harvest Farmers are 

hoping for a good harvest this year.a bumper harvest (=very good) Thanks to a good 
summer, there will be a bumper harvest.a poor/bad harvest There were food 
shortages because of last year’s poor harvest.a disastrous harvest (=very 

bad) The disastrous harvest of 1948 caused widespread famine.VERBSbring in/gather 
in/get in the harvest (=collect the crops from the fields) They worked late into the 
night to bring in the harvest.help with the harvest He goes back home in late 

summer to help with the harvest.the harvest fails (=there are no crops or only poor 
crops) The potato harvest failed that year.NOUNS + harvestthe grain/potato/grape 
etc harvest This year’s grain harvest is expected to be well over 85 million 

tons.harvest + NOUNSharvest time He hired extra workers to help at harvest time.the 
harvest season The harvest season is in October.a harvest festival (=celebration to 
give thanks for the harvest) Many churches and schools hold a harvest festival in 

September. 

hassle /ˈhæsəl/ noun informal  something that is annoying, because it causes 

problems or is difficult to do Hassle is an informal word which is mainly used in  

spoken English. Don’t use it in formal written English. ADJECTIVESa real 

hassle (=used to emphasize that something is very annoying or causes a lot of 

problems) It’s a real hassle getting to college in the morning.a big hassle One of 
the biggest hassles of living here is being so far from any 
shops.legal/bureaucratic/administrative hassle They finally managed to sort out 

all the legal hassles about who owned the land.VERBSget hassle I get a lot 
of hassle from my parents if I don’t clean my room.have hassle They’ve had so 
much hassle from the tax office.give sb hassle (=make someone experience 

problems) Our landlord is great and doesn’t give us any hassle.avoid hassle The best 
way to avoid the hassle is to get to the airport early.PHRASESit’s not worth the 
hassle I’m not going to argue with him – it’s just not worth the hassle.it’s too much 

hassle I don’t feel like cooking tonight, it’s too much hassle.take the hassle out of 
sth The internet takes all the hassle out of shopping.without the hassle of (doing) 

sth I can work from home, without the hassle of the journey to the office.go through 
the hassle of doing sth (=experience it) The shirt didn’t fit so I had to go through the 
hassle of taking it back to the shop. 

hasty /ˈheɪsti/ adjective  THESAURUS > quick (1) 

hat /hæt/ noun  a piece of clothing that you wear on your headADJECTIVESa 

fur/straw/paper etc hat She was wearing a thick coat and a fur hat.a woolly 
hat BrE informal (=made of wool) Wear a woolly hat to keep your head warm.a sun 

hat In hot weather, make sure the kids wear sun hats.a riding/swimming hat He got 
off the horse and took off his riding hat.a hard hat (=worn by workers to protect their 
heads) Hard hats must be worn on the building site at all times.a floppy hat (=made 

of soft material that bends easily) She was wearing a flowery dress and a big floppy 
hat.a silly hat The people at the party were all wearing silly hats.VERBSwear a 
hat The man was wearing a cowboy hat.have a hat on especially spoken (=be wearing 
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a hat) His mother had her best hat on.put your hat on She fastened her coat and put 

her hat on.take off your hat also remove your hat formal It is polite to take your hat 
off when you go into someone’s house.raise your hat (=lift it up as a greeting) He 

always raised his hat when he saw me.pull down your hat over your eyes/ears She 
had a red woolly hat pulled down over her ears.hat + NOUNSa hat box There’s a hat 
box on top of the wardrobe.a hat stand (=for putting a hat on) He collected his 

baseball cap from the hat stand and left.PREPOSITIONSin a hat A man in a 

fur hat came over to me.THESAURUS: hatcapa hat with a curved part sticking out  

at the front:a baseball cap | An old man in a flat cap was walking down the 

street.helmeta hard hat worn on the head to protect it:a motorcycle  

helmet | Always wear a helmet when riding your bike. | They gave me my parachute  

and a safety helmet.bonneta hat with ribbons that you tie under your chin, worn by 

babies or by women in the past:The women wore long skirts and bonnets. | a baby’s  

bonnetheaddressa traditional head covering:The chief wore a special headdress made 

out of feathers. | The cloth is used as a headdress by Arab men.bereta flat round hat  

that has a soft loose top part and a band around the bottom:French men often wore 

berets. | The soldiers marched past in their berets.turbana long piece of cloth that you 

wind tightly around your head, worn by Sikh men:A red turban was wrapped around 

his head.  

hate1 /heɪt/ verb  to dislike something or someone very 

muchADVERBSreally/absolutely hate sb/sth I absolutely hated sport when I was at 

school.secretly hate sb/sth One in ten people admitted to secretly hating their 
boss.PREPOSITIONShate sb for (doing) sth She hated her husband for what he had 
done.PHRASEShate to see sth Her mother hated to see good food being wasted.come 

to hate sth/grow to hate sth (=begin to hate) By last year, I had come to 
hate everything about my life.I hate it when... I hate it when we argue with each 
other.I hate to say/admit it I hate to admit it, but you’re right.be the one that 

everyone loves to hate (=used when someone or something is very unpopular) They 
are the team that everyone loves to hate.the thing I hate most/what I hate 

most informal The thing I hate most about him is that he is always 

yawning.THESAURUS: hatecan’t stand sth especially spokento hate someone or  

something very much – used especially when someone or something is very annoying  

or upsetting. Can’t stand is more informal than hate:I can’t stand all this waiting  

around. | Extremists carry out their attacks because they can’t stand the thought of a  

democracy.loathe/detestto hate something or someone very  

much. Loathe and detest are more formal than hate:He loathed housework. | Greg 

had detested his brother for as long as he could remember.despiseto hate someone or  

something very much and have no respect for them:She despised her husband, whom 

she considered a fool.abhor formalto hate something because you think it is morally  

wrong:He abhorred violence. | We abhor racism in any form.  

hate2 /heɪt/ noun  the angry feeling that someone has when they hate 

someonePHRASESbe full of hate/be filled with hate Her eyes were full of hate.a 
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look of hate He gave me a look of pure hate as I entered the room.a love-hate 

relationship (= in which you sometimes like and sometimes hate someone or 
something) She had a love-hate relationship with her 

mother.ADJECTIVESabsolute/pure hate There was a look of pure hate in his 
eyes.hate + NOUNSa hate figure (=someone who a lot of people hate) He became a 
national hate figure because of his remarks.hate mail (=letters or messages 

expressing hate and threats towards someone) She began receiving hate mail and 
abusive phone calls after she appeared on the show.a hate crime (=crime that is 
committed by someone because they hate a particular group of people and want to hurt 

them) Most hate crimes are based on race or ethnicity.a hate campaign (=a series of 
unpleasant actions someone does to hurt someone they hate) Barker was the victim of 
a vicious hate campaign.NOUNS + haterace hate (=hate between people of different 

races) The comments had been intended to stir up race hate. You say that something  

is a pet hate when you particularly dislike it: Rice pudding has always been one of  

my pet hates.Hate or hatred?Hatred and hate both mean “the feeling of hating  

someone”. Hatred is more common.Hate is often used in compounds such as hate  

figure, hate mail, or hate crime, and often has the feeling that you want to harm  

someone because you hate them so much.  

hatred /ˈheɪtrəd, ˈheɪtrɪd/ noun [C,U]  an angry feeling of extreme dislike for 

someone or somethingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + hatreddeep/bitter/passionate/intense 
hatred (=that you feel very strongly) What had she done to provoke such deep 

hatred?pure hatred (=complete hatred) The child opened her eyes and stared at Juliet 
with pure hatred.irrational hatred (=very unreasonable) Some drivers seem to have 
an irrational hatred of cyclists.pathological hatred (=very strong and unreasonable, 

and impossible to change) My sister had a pathological hatred of men.racial 
hatred The attack was motivated by racial hatred.ethnic hatred Churches and 
mosques were burnt as ethnic hatred turned into violence.religious/sectarian 

hatred (=between different religious groups) The law makes it an offence to stir 
up religious hatred.mutual hatred (=between two people) Their relationship was one 
of mutual hatred.VERBShave a hatred of sb/sth Gang members have a hatred of the 

police.feel hatred I just feel hatred for the evil person who killed my brother.harbour 
a hatred of sb/sth BrE formal harbor a hatred of sth/sb AmE formal (=hate 
someone or something for a long time) Bellfield admitted that he harboured a hatred 

of women.incite/stir up hatred (=encourage people to hate each other. ‘Incite’ is 
more formal than ‘stir up’) He faces criminal charges for inciting racial hatred. | Right-
wing parties tried to stir up hatred and exploit racial tension.fuel hatred (=make 

hatred stronger) The government’s policy will only fuel racial hatred.preach 
hatred (=try to persuade other people to hate a particular group of people) They 
continue to preach hatred in the name of religion.PREPOSITIONShatred of sth Racism 

and hatred of foreigners is on the increase in some countries.hatred for sb/sth Abby 
made no secret of her hatred for her father.hatred towards sb It is terrifying to know 
that someone can feel such hatred towards another person.PHRASESfull of/filled with 

hatred She told me, in a voice full of hatred, that I meant nothing to her.feelings of 
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hatred It will take a long time for their feelings of hatred to go away.THESAURUS: 

hatredhatethe angry feeling that someone has when they hate someone and want to  

harm them:His mind was filled with hate and the desire for revenge. | Her love for  

him turned to hate, and she tore up all his old letters. | Thatcher became a hate 

figure for the left (=someone who many people hate). | His enemies started a hate  

campaign against him in the press.loathinga very strong feeling of hatred for  

someone or something that you think is extremely unpleasant:I felt nothing but  

loathing for him after the way he’d treated me.animositya feeling of hatred and anger  

that often makes people behave unpleasantly to each other:The animosity  

between parents who are getting a divorce can often cause great suffering to their  

children.abhorrence formala deep feeling of hatred towards something that you think  

is morally wrong or unpleasant:I have an abhorrence of any kind of hypocrisy. | He 

spoke about the abhorrence of terrorism by all decent people.contempta feeling of  

hate towards someone or something you think does not deserve any respect at  

all:She looked at him with contempt. | I have nothing but contempt for these people.  

hazard /ˈhæzəd $ -ərd/ noun  something that may be dangerous, or cause 

accidents or problemsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + hazarda serious/major/real 

hazard Fumes from the factory posed a serious hazard to the health of people living in 
the area.a potential/possible hazard (=something is likely to be a 
hazard) Microwave ovens are a potential hazard if not used properly.a fire 

hazard Christmas lights and decorations pose a potential fire hazard.a health 
hazard The waste needs to be removed before it becomes a health hazard.a safety 
hazard Protesters claim that the nuclear reactor is a safety hazard.a traffic 

hazard Cars parked in the wrong places can cause a traffic hazard.an occupational 
hazard (=a hazard that always exists in a particular job) Catching frequent colds is 
an occupational hazard when working with young children.a natural hazard (=caused 

by nature) One of the most widespread natural hazards is flooding.an environmental 
hazard Oil from the tanker caused an environmental hazard.VERBScause/create a 
hazard There was concern that overhead power lines could cause a 

health hazard.pose/present/constitute a hazard (=be a possible hazard) It was not 
known whether radiation from the weapons posed any hazard to soldiers.eliminate a 
hazard (=get rid of a hazard) They took steps to eliminate all potential 

fire hazards.reduce a hazard The authorities are trying to reduce the hazard of 
flooding by building new flood defences.avoid a hazard The road safety classes aim to 
help children to avoid hazards while crossing the road.identify a hazard Staff are 

trained to identify possible hazards.PREPOSITIONSa hazard to sth/sb The chemical is 
present at levels which are likely to be a hazard to health.a hazard for sb Icy paths 

are a hazard for elderly people.the hazard from sth The hazard from lead in water is 
very serious. 

hazardous /ˈhæzədəs $ -zər-/ adjective  THESAURUS > dangerous, poisonous 

hazy adjective  THESAURUS > cloudy 

head /hed/ noun  1. the top part of your body that has your face at the front and 

is supported by your neckADJECTIVESa bare head (=not covered with a hat) The sun 
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beat down on her bare head.a bald head (=with no hair) His bald head shone with 

sweat.a balding head (=with some hair not there) Ronnie’s balding head shot up from 
behind the counter.a shaved/shaven head (=with the hair removed from it using a 

razor) He has a shaved head and a small beard.sb’s blonde/dark/grey etc 
head (=with blonde etc hair) I saw my son’s blond head sticking out from the car 
window.a sore head (=a painful head) I had a sore head after drinking too much the 

night before.VERBS + headturn your head John turned his head to look at the 
boy.shake your head (=move it from side to side, especially to show 
disagreement) “It’s too much,” he said, shaking his head.nod your head (=move it up 

and down, especially to show agreement) The audience nodded their 
heads enthusiastically.raise/lift your head (=look up) Tom raised his head to listen, 
then went back to his book.bow/bend/lower your head (=look down) He bowed his 

head and tried not to look at her.hang your head (=look down, especially because you 
are ashamed) She hung her head, not sure how to reply.scratch your 
head (=especially because you do not understand something) He scratched his 

head and started looking through the drawers again.tilt/cock your head (=hold your 
head at an angle) The dog cocked his head to one side and raised his ears.bang/bump 
your head He fell over and banged his head.head + VERBSsb’s head 

hurts/aches Dan’s head was aching and he was tired.sb’s head throbs/pounds (=it 
hurts with regular beats of pain) Her head was throbbing and she needed to lie 
down.sb’s head turns Everyone’s head turned to look at him.sb’s head nods I asked 

another question and her head nodded again.sb’s head lolls (=it hangs in a relaxed 
way) His head lolled forward onto his chest.sb’s head rests on 
sth Tom’s head was resting on her shoulder.head + NOUNShead injury Wearing a 

helmet reduces the risk of head injuries.PHRASESa shake of your head He answered 
with a shake of his head.a nod of your head With a nod of her head, she indicated 
that he should sit on the chair.dive head first into sth They dived head first into the 

water.from head to toe (=over all your body) She was dressed in black from head to 
toe.with your head held high (=with your head and neck straight, especially as a 
sign of confidence or pride) Anne walked home with her head held high.the crown of 

your head (=the top of the back of your head) Laura was so short that he looked down 

on the crown of her head.THESAURUS: head→ mind2. your mind and 

thoughtsVERBSuse your head (=think carefully) If you used your head, you could do it 
without any problem.clear your head (=make yourself able to think more clearly) All 
he wanted was some fresh air to clear his head.sb’s head is 

spinning/reeling/swimming (=they cannot think clearly, especially because they are 
very tired, ill etc) My head was spinning after the interview.ADJECTIVESa cool 
head (=an ability to stay calm) Sarah has a cool head, she won’t panic.a clear 

head (=an ability to think clearly and sensibly) I didn’t drink any alcohol because I 
wanted to keep a clear head for the next day.a level head (=an ability to be calm and 
sensible) Nursing is a job where a level head is essential.PREPOSITIONSin your 

head Bertie quickly did the calculation in his head.PHRASESsth comes into/enters 
your head (=you think of something) I said the first thing that came into my head.sth 
pops into your head (=you suddenly think of something) A strange idea popped into 

her head.put sth into sb’s head (=make someone think or believe 
something) What put that idea into your head?get/put sth out of your head (=stop 
thinking or worrying about something) I know you’re worried about your exams but try 

to put them out of your head.get your head round sth BrE (=be able to understand 
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something) He just couldn’t get his head round what he was supposed to be doing.get 

sth into your head (=realise that something is true) Can’t you get it into your 
head that he is never going to change?take/get it into your head to do sth (=decide 

to do something, especially something stupid) In the middle of the night, Alan took it 
into his head to go for a swim.drum sth into sb’s head (=keep telling someone 
something until they cannot forget it) For weeks my dad had been drumming into my 

head the importance of studying.3. the person in charge of 
somethingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + headdeputy/assistant head He is assistant head of 
the hotel school.departmental/department head Mary moved to Durham University 

where she became departmental head.head + NOUNSthe head 
coach/chef/gardener/waiter Wannstedt became head coach of the Chicago 
Bears.PREPOSITIONSthe head of sth Paula is the head of marketing.PHRASESa head 

of state (=leader of a country) 34 heads of state met in Geneva. 

headache /ˈhedeɪk/ noun  1. a pain in your headVERBShave a 

headache also have got a headache spoken If you have a headache, you should go 
and lie down.get headaches/suffer from headaches (=regularly have a 

headache) He sometimes gets headaches at school.give sb a headache The noise was 
starting to give her a headache.cause headaches The drug can cause 

headaches.complain of a headache (=say that you have a headache) The 
patient complained of headaches and had difficulty looking at bright objects.relieve a 
headache formal (=make it better) Sleep sometimes relieves a headache.a headache 

goes away (=it stops) She lay down until her headache went 
away.ADJECTIVESbad/terrible/severe headache I’ve got a really bad 
headache.Don’t say a strong/heavy headache.a splitting/blinding headache (=a 

very bad headache) The next day he woke up with a splitting headache.a 
throbbing/pounding headache (=a very bad headache with regular strong pains) He 
had a throbbing headache, behind his nose and his eyes.a slight headache also a bit 

of a headache spoken (=one that is not very serious) I’d rather stay at home – I’ve 

got a bit of a headache.Don’t say a little headache.THESAURUS: 

headachehangovera headache and feeling of sickness that you get the day after  

you have drunk too much alcohol:The next day I had a terrible  

hangover.migraine /ˈmiːɡreɪn, ˈmaɪ- $ ˈmaɪ-/a very bad headache, which makes you 

feel sick and have difficulty seeing:He has suffered from migraines all his life.2. a 

problem that is annoying or difficult to deal withADJECTIVESa big/major/massive 

headache The new president’s biggest headache is likely to be the economy.a 
political/financial etc headache Families across Britain could soon be facing a 
major financial headache.VERBScreate a headache Constant changes to employment 

law create a big headache for businesses.face a headache Summer camps are great 
for parents who are facing the headache of what to do with kids during the 
vacation.PREPOSITIONSa headache for sb/sth The unpredictability of the weather 

creates a headache for organizers of the event. 

headline /ˈhedlaɪn/ noun  the title of a newspaper report, which is printed in 

large letters above the reportADJECTIVES/NOUNS + headlinea newspaper 

headline The story dominated newspaper headlines around the world.a front-page 
headline The front-page headline was “Prime Minister resigns”.a big headline Sex 
scandals always get big headlines.a banner headline (=a very large headline across 
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the top of the page) The paper ran its famous banner headline “We are all Americans 

now”.national/international headlines The announcement made the national 
headlines.a tabloid headline (=in a newspaper that has a lot of stories about famous 

people, shocking events etc) One tabloid headline read “Doctor of Death”.a 
lurid/sensational headline (=one that is deliberately shocking) There were lurid 
headlines about the singer’s alleged sexual activities.PHRASESbe in the 

headlines (=be reported in many newspapers as an important story) The case has 
been in the headlines all week.VERBS + headlinehave/carry a headline ‘The 
Times’ carried the headline “Massive Earthquake hits Los Angeles”.run a 

headline (=use a headline) One newspaper ran the headline “Crime rate hits all-time 
low”.read a headline He picked up the paper and read the headlines.make/grab 
(the) headlines (=be reported in many newspapers as an important story) The issue 

that has grabbed the headlines this year is food safety.hit the headlines (=be 
reported for the first time in many newspapers) The woman hit the headlines after she 
was arrested for the murder of her husband.dominate the headlines (=be the story 

that is most often reported in newspapers) The war continues to dominate the 
headlines.headline + VERBSa headline reads/says The next morning’s headline read: 
“Missing boy found”.a headline screams (=it states something unusual or shocking 

that is difficult to ignore) “Dog ate my husband” screamed one headline.headline + 

NOUNSheadline news The protests made headline news.a headline writer He is the 
man that headline writers call “Mac the Knife”. 

headquarters /ˈhedˌkwɔːtəz, ˌhedˈkwɔːtəz $ -ɔːrtərz/ noun  the main offices of a 

large organization, or the place from which military operations are 
controlledADJECTIVES/NOUNS + headquarterscorporate/company 

headquarters The company headquarters are based in San Francisco.military 
headquarters Israel’s military headquarters are located in the centre of Tel 
Aviv.police headquarters The police headquarters will be relocated from their current 

site.campaign headquarters (=where a political campaign to get someone elected is 
organized) Council member Jim Graham is setting up his campaign headquarters at 
3512 Georgia Avenue this year.government/party headquarters The opposition 

party has seized control of government headquarters.regional/national 
headquarters Multinational businesses are being encouraged to set up regional 
headquarters in China.VERBSsth’s headquarters are located somewhere The 

company’s global headquarters are located in Seattle.report to headquarters He was 
ordered to report to headquarters twice daily.visit headquarters The 
students visited the headquarters of Microsoft in order to learn about international 

business practices.PREPOSITIONSthe headquarters of sth The headquarters of the UN 
in New York were developed by an international team of architects.at (sb’s) 
headquarters Regular meetings are held at the headquarters of the Cambridgeshire 

Football Association. 

headstrong adjective  THESAURUS > determined 

health /helθ/ noun  the general condition of your body and how healthy you 

areADJECTIVESgood/excellent health Physical exercise is essential to good 
health. | At the age of 70, her health is excellent.robust health formal (=when 

someone is not often ill) His once robust health is starting to fail.poor/bad health He 
wanted to join the army but his health was too poor.ill health (=bad health – always 
used as a fixed phrase ‘ill health’) He retired early due to ill health.frail health (=when 
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someone seems very weak) The Pope’s frail health was causing 

concern.failing/declining health (=someone’s health is getting worse) Despite failing 
health, she travelled to Australia to visit her son.physical health Poverty affects 

children’s physical health.mental health The long hours of work were having an effect 
on his mental health.general health (=the health of your whole body rather than a 
particular part) A balanced diet will improve your general health.human health Some 

chemicals pose a significant risk to human health.sexual health The programme aims 
to educate teenagers about sexual health.VERBShave good/poor etc 
health also enjoy good/poor etc health formal The study showed that happy people 

enjoy better physical health.damage your health There is no doubt that smoking can 
seriously damage your health.endanger your health formal (=cause danger to your 
health) Being overweight endangers your health.improve (sb’s) health Doing more 

exercise will improve your health.sb’s health improves/gets better Her health 
improved slowly after she came home from hospital.sb’s health deteriorates/gets 
worse Her health deteriorated rapidly and she died two days later.health + 

NOUNShealth care/healthcare (=care from doctors, nurses etc) Many Americans 
cannot afford even basic health care.a health problem He missed a lot of time at work 
through health problems.a health condition (=illness or health problem that affects 

you permanently of for a very long time) The test can be used to test for specific health 
conditions such as diabetes.a health risk/hazard/threat (=something that could 
damage your health) The report looked at the health risks linked to eating excess 

sugar.health benefits There are many known health benefits of doing yoga.health 
effects The study looked at the long-term health effects of drinking alcohol.a health 
warning (=a warning printed on a product that could harm you) There is a health 

warning on cigarette packets.health education Health education is vital in helping to 
stop the spread of diseases.a health professional/worker (=someone who works in 
a job related to health, such as a doctor or nurse) Most health professionals believe 

that being overweight increases your chances of developing cancer.health 
inequalities (=differences in people’s health which relate to social class, where they 
live etc) Health inequalities between the rich and the poor still persist.PHRASESbe good 

for your health Eating plenty of vegetables is good for your health.be bad for your 
health Smoking is bad for your health.be in good health (=be healthy) Doctors who 
visited him said that he was in good health.be in rude health formal (=be very 

healthy) Isabel had always been in rude health.be in poor health (=be unhealthy) Her 
parents were elderly and in poor health.for health reasons I don’t eat meat for health 
reasons.sb’s state of health Your choice of exercise must depend on your 

general state of health.health and well-being Getting a good night’s sleep can 
improve health and well-being. 

healthy /ˈhelθi/ adjective  1. physically strong and not likely to become ill or 

weakVERBSstay/remain healthy If you want to stay healthy, you should try to get 
plenty of sleep.look healthy The children all looked happy and healthy.keep sb 
healthy Exercise keeps you healthy.ADVERBSperfectly healthy (=completely healthy, 

with no health problems) I’ve always been perfectly healthy until now.NOUNSa healthy 
baby/child/person She gave birth to a healthy baby boy.a healthy body Salt is 
essential for a healthy body.healthy skin/teeth Vitamin A is good for healthy 

skin.healthy cells/tissue The drug leaves healthy cells unharmed.a healthy 
plant/animal Make sure that the plants are healthy when you buy 
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them.THESAURUS: healthywellused especially when describing or asking about  

how someone feels or looks:I don’t feel well. | How was James – did he look  

well?fine spokenused in a reply to a question about your health, or when talking about  

someone else’s health. Use fine only in replies, not in questions or statements:“Hi,  

Tom, how are you?” “Fine, thanks.” | She had a bad cold, but she’s fine now.all  

right/OK spokennot ill or injured. These expressions are very commonly used in  

everyday spoken English:You look pale – are you feeling all right? | He’s had an 

accident but he’s OK.betterless ill than you were, or no longer ill:I’m feeling a lot  

better now. | Don’t come back to school until you’re better.fithealthy, especially  

because you exercise regularly:She keeps fit by cycling everywhere. | Police officers  

have to be physically fit and have good eyesight.in (good) shapehealthy and 

fit:Jogging keeps me in pretty good shape (=fairly healthy and 

fit).robust literaryhealth | constitution | planthealthy and strong, and not likely to  

become ill:The couple are still in robust health. | His grandfather had a robust  

constitution (=a strong and healthy body). | The plants looked robust when I bought  

them.be/look a picture of healthto look very healthy:She looked a picture of health  

as she posed for the cameras.2. good for your body and making you strongNOUNSa 

healthy diet A healthy diet is one that contains lots of vitamins and minerals.healthy 
food I try to eat plenty of healthy food, especially fresh fruit and vegetables.a healthy 
meal Poor families find it difficult to afford healthy meals.healthy exercise Cycling is 

good fun and healthy exercise.a healthy lifestyle He has a very healthy lifestyle and 
goes to the gym three times a week.healthy living/eating The booklet gives advice 

on healthy living.THESAURUS: healthynutritiousfood | meal | snacknutritious  

food contains substances that are good for your health:Eggs are a highly 

nutritious food. | The programme shows you how to make quick and nutritious  

meals.balanceddieta balanced diet contains the right amounts of the different types  

of foods that your body needs:It is important to eat a balanced diet. You can say that  

a food is good for you: Peanut butter is good for you. You can also say that a  

food is low in something: Prawns are low in calories.  

hear /hɪə $ hɪr/ verb  to know that a sound is being made, using your ears: She 

heard Tom go upstairs. Blanche heard a loud bang. Did anyone hear anything last 
night?VERBS + hearcan hear sb/sth Jenny could hear them arguing 
outside. | I couldn’t hear what they were saying most of the time.pretend not to hear 

sb/sth When I asked if he had finished he pretended not to hear.ADVERBShear sb/sth 
clearly I can hear you very clearly.sb doesn't hear very well (=they have problems 

with their hearing) The old man doesn’t hear too well any more.THESAURUS: 

hearlistento pay attention to something, using your ears:I was listening to the news 

on the car radio. | My daughter never listens to anything I say. | I try to tell him, but  

he never listens.make outto hear something with difficulty:I could just make out what  
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he was saying. | When I got closer, I could make out a human voice.overhearto  

accidentally hear another person’s conversation:I overheard her say to her friend that  

she had lost something.catchto hear something that someone says:Sorry, I didn’t  

catch your name. | I caught the last few minutes of the programme.tune into listen to  

a programme – often used in announcements on the radio:Thousands of people tune in  

to the show every week. | Tune in for all the latest news and views from around the 

world.  

hearing /ˈhɪərɪŋ $ ˈhɪr-/ noun  1. a meeting of a court or special committee to 

find out informationADJECTIVES/NOUNS + hearinga court hearing At a court 
hearing last week, he was accused of hiding evidence.a public hearing A public 

hearing on the proposal will be held next week.a congressional hearing At 
a congressional hearing, the Secretary of State admitted that the case had been 
wrongly handled.a disciplinary hearing (=one to decide if someone should be 

punished) A disciplinary hearing ruled that Mr Reid should be dismissed from his job.a 
preliminary hearing (=one happening before the main hearing) He appeared in court 
for a preliminary hearing.an appeal hearing (=one to try to change an earlier 

decision) At the appeal hearing, his lawyer argued that the conviction was 
unlawful.VERBShold/conduct a hearing The committee promised to hold hearings on 

discrimination in the armed forces.attend a hearing He was arrested after failing 
to attend a court hearing.tell a hearing sth A doctor told the hearing that she could 
not say for certain when Ms Williams had died.open/close a hearing The 

committee opened a hearing into the scandal yesterday.adjourn a hearing (=stop it 
until a later time) The hearing was adjourned until January 23rd.face a hearing She 
is facing a disciplinary hearing over allegations of professional misconduct.a hearing 

takes place The next hearing will take place on April 2nd.PREPOSITIONSat a 
hearing At the hearing, he denied lying about the money.2. the sense which you use 
to hear soundsADJECTIVESgood/sharp/acute hearing My hearing isn’t as good as it 

used to be. | Owls and other predatory birds have very acute hearing.bad/poor 
hearing You’ll have to speak clearly – she has very bad hearing.normal hearing He 
was born with normal hearing but became deaf at the age of 11.impaired 

hearing (=not good or not perfect) Her hearing has been impaired since 

birth. Hearing-impaired can be used as a more polite way of saying ‘deaf’: The hotel  

has installed fire alarms with flashing lights for hearing-impaired guests. VERBShave 

good/bad etc hearing Dogs have excellent hearing.lose your hearing (=become 
unable to hear) He lost his hearing as a child after suffering scarlet fever.sb’s hearing 

deteriorates/gets worse Your hearing deteriorates as you get older.sb’s hearing 
goes (=they become unable to hear) His hearing has gone in one ear.affect/impair 
your hearing (=make your hearing worse) Listening to loud music will 

eventually impair your hearing.hearing + NOUNShearing loss Many older people suffer 
from some degree of hearing loss.a hearing problem/difficulty/impairment The 
phone is suitable for people with hearing difficulties.a hearing aid (=a piece of 

equipment worn in or around someone’s ear to help them hear) My grandfather wears 
a hearing aid.PHRASESbe hard of hearing (=not be able to hear well) There is a 
subtitling service for people who are hard of hearing. 
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heart /hɑːt $ hɑːrt/ noun  1. the organ in your chest which pumps blood through 

your bodyVERBSsb’s heart beats Her heart was beating fast.sb’s heart 
pounds/thuds/thumps (=it beats very strongly) He reached the top of the hill, his 
heart pounding.sb’s heart races (=it beats very fast) Was there someone there in the 

dark? Joe’s heart began to race.sb’s heart misses a beat also sb’s heart skips a 
beat (=They suddenly feel nervous) Her heart missed a beat when she was called into 
the interview room.ADJECTIVESa healthy heart Eating oily fish can help maintain a 

healthy heart.a bad/weak heart (=an unhealthy heart) The effort proved too much 
for her weak heart.heart + NOUNSa heart attack (=a sudden and very painful event in 
which your heart stops working) Jim had a heart attack and died at the age of 55.heart 

disease Smoking increases the risk of heart disease.heart trouble/problems You 
should not take this medication if you have heart problems.heart failure (=when your 
heart stops working, either suddenly or gradually) The cause of death was heart 

failure.a heart condition/defect (=something wrong with your heart) The baby was 
born with a heart condition.sb’s heart rate (=the number of times someone’s heart 
beats per minute) Your heart rate increases as you exercise.heart 

surgery/operation Geoff is going into the hospital for a heart operation.a heart 
transplant (=a medical operation to put a heart from someone else into a person’s 

body) In 1967, Dr Barnard performed the first heart transplant.a heart bypass 
(operation) (=an operation to direct blood through veins outside the heart because 
the veins in the heart are blocked) He needs a heart bypass.a heart 

patient 3,000 heart patients have already received surgery at the hospital.a heart 
surgeon Heart surgeons were able to save his life using a new technique.the heart 
muscle Tests showed that his heart muscle was damaged.heart palpitations (=when 

your heart beats very quickly and irregularly) Drinking too much coffee causes heart 
palpitations in some people.2. the part of you that feels strong emotions and 
feelingsADJECTIVESa big heart (=a kind and generous character) She may be only 

small, but she has a big heart.a good/kind/warm heart (=a kind character) My 
father had a good heart.a soft heart (=a kind and sympathetic character) Julia’s soft 
heart had been touched by Minnie’s grief.a cold/hard heart (=used about someone 

who does not feel sympathy for other people) It takes a hard heart not to be moved by 
these images of suffering.with a heavy heart (=feeling very sad) She made her way 
to the hospital with a heavy heart.with a light heart (=feeling happy) Paul left for 

home with a light heart.a broken heart (=when someone feels very sad, especially 
because a love affair has ended) I wonder how many broken hearts Carlo was 
responsible for.VERBS + heartbreak sb’s heart (=make someone feel very 

sad) It broke my heart to see him so sick.win sb’s heart (=make someone love 
you) The singer won the hearts of millions of teenagers.touch sb’s heart (=make 
someone feel strong feelings, especially of sympathy) The sight of starving 

children touched the hearts of people around the world.warm sb’s heart also gladden 
sb’s heart formal (=make someone feel happy) It gladdened her heart to see him 
smiling because she knew the news must be good.set your heart on sth (=want to do 

something very much) She had set her heart on becoming an actor.follow your 
heart (= do what your emotions want you to do) Follow your heart. Who cares what 
everyone else thinks?melt sb’s heart (=make someone less angry or unfriendly and 

start to like you) Robert gave her a smile which melted her heart.open your 
heart (=tell someone about your feelings) Marge wept as she opened her heart to the 
priest.heart + VERBSsb’s heart aches (=they feel very sad) It made his heart ache to 
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look at her.sb’s heart leaps/jumps/lurches literary (=you suddenly feel excited, 

frightened etc) The unexpected sound of his voice made her heart leap.sb’s heart 
sinks (=they suddenly feel very unhappy or lose hope) My heart sank when I saw 

Richard’s car outside the house.my heart bleeds (=you feel a lot of sympathy – often 
used ironically to mean that you do not have any sympathy for someone) It makes my 
heart bleed to see them suffer.PREPOSITIONSat heart (=used for saying what 

someone is really like even though they may seem different) I’ll always be a 
Canadian at heart even though I now live in Britain.from the heart His comments 
were spoken from the heart.in your heart (=used for saying that you know something 

but do not want to admit it) In my heart, I knew he didn’t really love 
me.PHRASESaffairs of the heart (=matters relating to love) I had little experience 
of affairs of the heart.a heart of gold (=a very kind character) She was rather brisk in 

manner but with a heart of gold.a heart of stone (=a very cruel character) You’d have 
to have a heart of stone not to feel sorry for them.with all your heart and 
soul (=used when you feel something very strongly) She loved Peter with all her heart 

and soul.from the bottom of your heart (=used to emphasize that your feelings are 
sincere) I thank you from the bottom of my heart.be in good heart (=to be happy and 
confident) The team was in good heart, despite their loss this weekend.be sick at 

heart (=to feel very unhappy) He was too sick at heart to know what to say.sb’s heart 
rules their head (=someone makes decisions based on emotions rather than careful 
thought) He has never been one to let his heart rule his head.3. the most important or 

central part of something GrammarIn this meaning, you always say the heart  

of something. PHRASESthe heart of the matter/issue/problem We need to get 

to the heart of the matter.be/lie at the heart of sth (=be the most important or 
central part) Unemployment is at the heart of many of society’s problems. | In any 
organization, good communication lies at the heart of success.go to the heart of 

sth also strike at the heart of sth (=involve or deal with the most important or 
central part) These are difficult questions which go to the heart of the education 
process.ADJECTIVESthe very heart of sth The hospital was built at the very heart 

of the community it serves. 

heartbreaking /ˈhɑːtˌbreɪkɪŋ $ ˈhɑːrt-/ adjective  THESAURUS > sad (2) 

heartbroken adjective  THESAURUS > sad (1) 

heartless adjective  THESAURUS > cruel (1) 

heat /hiːt/ noun  1. very hot weather or conditionsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + heatthe 

summer heat Air-conditioning is great in the summer heat.the tropical/desert 
heat (=warm, damp weather in the hottest parts of the world) He stepped off the plane 
into the tropical heat. | Fourteen people died when the desert heat hit 46 degrees 

Centigrade.the midday/afternoon heat The air shimmered in the midday 
heat.burning/searing/blistering/scorching heat (=extreme heat) The desert is a 
place of scorching heat by day and bitter cold by 

night.stifling/oppressive/sweltering heat (=extreme heat that makes you feel 
uncomfortable) They spend the summer in the mountains to escape the oppressive 
heat.intense/extreme heat People in the region are suffering from intense heat and 

continuing drought.dry heat The garden soil had cracked in the dry 
heat.humid/sultry heat (=when the weather is hot and damp) The humid heat of a 
tropical forest was too much for her.35-degress/90-degree heat (=a temperature of 
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35 Celsius, 90 Fahrenheit etc) Would you want to play tennis in a hundred-degree 

heat?heat + NOUNSa heat wave (=a period of unusually hot weather) In the summer 
of 2006, there was a heat wave in Britain.heat exhaustion (=weakness and sickness 

caused by doing too much in very hot weather) Several players were suffering 
from heat exhaustion.a heat haze (=the effect when very hot weather makes it 
difficult to see things clearly) A heat haze shimmered above the fields.PREPOSITIONSin 

the heat She was starting to sweat in the heat.PHRASESthe heat of the day The 
locals retreat to their cool houses and sleep during the heat of the day.2. the warmth 
produced by somethingVERBSproduce/generate heat Lightbulbs generate heat as 

well as light.radiate heat (=produce and spread heat) A huge open fire radiated 
heat throughout the room.withstand heat The material is capable 
of withstanding extreme heat.absorb heat Stone absorbs the heat from the 

sun.conduct heat (=allow heat to move through) Metals conduct heat better than 
other materials.retain heat (=keep heat) Close the door to retain the heat in the 
room.NOUNS + heatbody heat More than 30% of body heat can be lost through your 

head.heat + NOUNSheat loss Double glazing reduces heat loss through windows.a heat 
source (=something that produces heat) Don’t put a fridge next to a radiator or any 
other heat source. 

heated /ˈhiːtɪd/ adjective  THESAURUS > angry 

heater /ˈhiːtə $ -ər/ noun  a machine for making air or water 

hotterADJECTIVES/NOUNS + heateran electric heater There is a small electric heater in 
the corner of the room.a gas/oil heater Old gas heaters can be dangerous and you 

need to have them checked regularly.a kerosene heater also a paraffin 
heater BrE He warmed himself in front of the paraffin heater.a water heater (=that 
heats the water you use for washing) The water heater is broken so we have to wash in 

cold water.a fan heater The central heating broke, so we borrowed fan heaters from 
friends.a room heater All the room heaters can be switched off by remote control.a 
wall heater One tiny wall heater is not enough to heat such a big room.an immersion 

heater BrE (=an electric heater that provides hot water for a house) He can’t afford 
hot water, except twice a week when he puts on his immersion heater for a bath.a 
storage heater BrE (=a heater than stores heat at times when electricity is cheaper, 

for example at night) We decided to have storage heaters installed.VERBSturn on/off 
the heater I turned the heater on and waited for the car to warm up.switch on/off 

the heater Did you remember to switch off the electric heater?turn up/down the 
heater (=make it hotter or cooler) It’s getting hot in here – I think I’ll turn the 
heater down. | He turned up the heater, but still couldn’t get warm.the heater is 

on/off (=it is working/not working) Are the heaters all on? It’s freezing in here. 

heating /ˈhiːtɪŋ/ noun  a system for making a room or building 

warmADJECTIVEScentral heating (=a system in which water or air is heated in one 
place and sent around a building) Most houses now have central heating.gas/electric 

heating Electric heating is the only source of hot water in the cottage.solar 
heating (=powered by the sun) They’ve installed solar heating in the new 
house.underfloor heating Underfloor heating is popular in bathrooms.VERBS 

+ heatinghave heating The house didn’t have any heating when we moved 
in.put/switch/turn the heating on Why don’t you put the heating on if you’re 
cold?switch/turn the heating off We turn the heating off before bed.turn the 

heating down/up Can you turn the heating down a bit?have the heating on (=use 
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the heating) It’s getting colder, but we haven’t had the heating on yet.leave the 

heating on (=continue to use the heating) I don’t like to leave the heating on at 
night.install heating We’re thinking of installing underfloor heating.heating + 

VERBSthe heating comes on/goes off The heating comes on at six. | The heating 
goes off automatically when the room is warm enough.the heating breaks 
down (=stops working properly) The train was cold because the heating had broken 

down.heating + NOUNSa heating bill Many people can’t afford to pay their heating 
bills.heating costs A modern boiler could save you up to £130 a year in heating 
costs.a heating system The gas leak was caused by a faulty heating system.heating 

fuel The warmer weather caused a drop in demand for heating fuels.a heating 
appliance (=piece of equipment) We sell a wide range of heating appliances such as 
gas fires. 

heavy /ˈhevi/ adjective  1. weighing a lotNOUNSa heavy bag/suitcase He had 

a heavy bag on his back.a heavy load If you have to carry a heavy load, divide the 
weight between two bags.a heavy weight Take care when lifting heavy weights.heavy 
equipment/machinery (=large and powerful) They used heavy machinery to clear 

the site.heavy artillery/weapons/guns (=large and powerful) Troops with heavy 
weapons were advancing into the area.a heavy vehicle/lorry The road is not suitable 

for heavy vehicles.heavy lifting (=lifting heavy objects) He has a bad back and can’t 
do any heavy lifting.ADVERBSvery/extremely heavy The boy was very heavy to 

carry.quite/fairly/rather heavy Her bag was quite heavy.THESAURUS: 

heavycumbersomeheavy and difficult to move or carry:The old movie cameras were  

very big and cumbersome. | He was carrying cumbersome diving  

equipment.weighty literarytome | volumeheavy – used about books, especially ones  

that contain a lot of information about a serious subject:This is a weighty tome that  

deals in depth with the subject (=a big book that contains a lot of information). | The 

encyclopedia consists of twelve weighty volumes. If something is very heavy, you can  

also say that it weighs a ton: This suitcase weighs a ton – I don’t know if I can lift  

it. ANTONYMS → light2 (1)2. great in amount or degree, or very severeNOUNSheavy 

traffic We were late because we got stuck in heavy traffic.heavy 

rain/downpour/rainfall Heavy rains had left the roads flooded.heavy 
snow/snowfall Heavy snowfalls are expected in the north.heavy fighting (=a lot of 
fighting in a war, with many people hurt) More than 100 people were killed in heavy 

fighting.heavy drinking/smoking (=drinking a lot of alcohol or smoking a lot) Heavy 
drinking increases the risk of liver disease.a heavy drinker/smoker Her father was 
a heavy smoker and died aged 58.heavy losses (=when someone loses a lot of 

something, usually money) The company made heavy losses last year.heavy 
casualties (=a large number of people injured or killed) Both armies suffered heavy 
casualties.heavy use/demand The equipment is strong enough to withstand heavy 

use.a heavy fine/penalty Those who break the law face heavy fines.a heavy 
burden (=a very difficult responsibility) Looking after a sick relative is a heavy 
burden.heavy pressure Businesses are under heavy pressure to cut costs.a heavy 

emphasis The school places a heavy emphasis on good behaviour.a heavy 
reliance Our heavy reliance on cars means that many of us do not get enough 
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exercise.ADVERBSunusually heavy Unusually heavy rain has caused flooding in the 

area.PHRASESpay a heavy price (=have to suffer or give up a lot for 
something) Ordinary people pay a heavy price when their governments go to 
war.ANTONYMS → light2 (3) 

hectic /ˈhektɪk/ adjective  THESAURUS > busy (1) 

height /haɪt/ noun  1. how tall someone or something isADJECTIVESof 

average/medium height Nick was a slim man of average height.a considerable 

height (=a height that is quite tall) The trees had grown to a considerable height.a 
maximum/minimum height The plants reach a maximum height of 50 
cm.VERBSmeasure sb’s/sth’s height The nurse measured his height.grow to/reach 

a height of sth Sunflowers can grow to a height of 15 feet.reduce/increase sth’s 
height They decided to increase the height of the wall.height + NOUNSa height 

difference There’s a big height difference between her and her husband.a height 
advantage (=the advantage of being taller) At 6ft tall, she has a natural height 
advantage over other players.a height limit/restriction (=a rule about how tall 

something or someone can or must be) Height restrictions apply to some rides at the 
theme park.PREPOSITIONSin height He was a small man, only 1.6 metres in 
height.PHRASESpull/draw yourself up to your full height (=stand straight so you 

are as tall as possible) She pulled herself up to her full height and glared at him.2. the 
distance that something is from the groundVERBSreach a height The 
plane reached a height of 500 metres before it came down.gain height (=become 

higher) He liked to walk in the early morning before the sun had gained height.lose 
height (=become lower) The plane suddenly lost height.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + heighta 
great/considerable height He had fallen from a great 

height.shoulder/waist/chest/head height (=the same level as someone’s shoulder, 
waist etc) He held the ball at waist height. 

hello /həˈləʊ, he- $ -ˈloʊ/ also hallo hullo BrE interjection noun [C]  used when 

you meet someone, or when you start a telephone conversation: Hello, John! How are 
you?PHRASESsay hello (to sb) Stanley, come and say hello to your nephew.Hello 

there! Well, hello there! I haven’t seen you for ages. Hello or hi?In everyday English,  

most people usually say hi because it sounds more friendly. You use hello especially  

when talking to people you do not know well, or to older people. THESAURUS: 

hellohiused as a friendly greeting when you meet someone start a telephone 

conversation, or at the beginning of an email:Hi, Gwen – did you have a nice  

weekend? | Hi, everybody.hey especially AmE informalused as a friendly greeting  

when you see someone you know well and you want to start talking to them:Hey,  

Scott! What’s up, buddy?hiya informalused as a very informal greeting when speaking  

to someone you know well especially by young people:Hiya, Jake. How’s it going?good 

morning/good afternoon/good eveningused when meeting someone at a  

particular time of day. In everyday English, people usually just  

say Morning!, Afternoon! etc:Good morning, class! | Morning, everyone. Sorry I’m 

late. | Good afternoon, Mr Smith.how are you? also how are you doing?/how’s it  
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going? informalused when you are greeting someone and starting a  

conversation:How’s it going Tom? I haven’t seen you for ages. | Hi, Helen. How are 

you doing? Is the new job going well?how do you do? formalused when you meet  

someone for the first time, especially after you have just been told their name. How 

do you do sounds very formal. These days in everyday English, people often  

say hi when meeting someone for the first time:“John, I’d like you to meet our new 

project manager, Nisha Patel.” “How do you do?”pleased/good/nice to meet 

youused when you meet someone for the first time and have just been told their  

name:“Richard, this is my brother Ronnie.” “Nice to meet you, Ronnie.” | “My name is  

Lena Curtis.” “Pleased to meet you, I’m David Bennet.” | Mrs Parrish, it’s good to meet  

you after hearing Lynn talk so much about you.  

help1 /help/ verb  to make it possible or easier for someone to do something by 

doing part of their work or by giving them something they needADVERBShelp 

considerably/enormously/tremendously The sleeping pills helped 
considerably.greatly help Of course, the money will greatly help.really help It really 
helps if you can speak the local language.help a little I’m glad I was able to help a 

little.definitely/certainly help The trees definitely help to reduce the noise from the 
traffic.PREPOSITIONShelp (sb) with sth Can you help with the washing 

up?PHRASESanything/nothing I can do to help If there’s anything I can do to help, 

just give me a call.THESAURUS: helpassist formalto help someone:He was  

employed to assist the manager in his duties. | Some of the guests assisted with the 

preparation of the food.aid formalto help someone to do something – used especially  

when saying that something helps your body to do something:Coffee can aid  

concentration. | Fennel aids the digestion. | There are plenty of materials to aid the 

teacher.help outto help someone, especially because there are not enough people to  

do all the work, or they need someone to give them something:Organizing the school  

trip will be a lot of work, so I need some volunteers to help out. | My parents have 

helped us out on several occasions by sending us money.give sb a hand informalto  

help someone to do something, especially by carrying or lifting things:Can you give me 

a hand with these boxes? | Dave wants to paint the kitchen and I promised I’d give 

him a hand.lend a hand informalto help someone, especially when there are not  

enough people to do something:Scott is moving on Saturday and we promised to lend 

a hand. | I went over to see if I could lend a hand.  

help2 /help/ noun  1. things you do to make it easier or possible for someone to 

do somethingVERBSask (sb) for help He asked for help with the cleaning.appeal for 
help (=publicly ask for help) The police are appealing for help to track down the 

killer.seek help (=try to find help) He decided to seek medical help for his drink 
problem.give sb help Do you want me to give you some help?get/receive 
help She gets no help from her husband.accept help Her father was a proud man who 

wouldn’t accept help from anyone.offer (your) help The taxi driver offered his 
help and we accepted.provide help The government should do more to provide 
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help for people who are looking for work.need help Some of the older patients need 

help with walking.enlist sb’s help (=persuade someone to help you) She enlisted the 
help of a private investigator to find her missing son.find help To get it finished by 

tomorrow, we’ll need to find help from somewhere.refuse 
help She refused medical help despite being 
injured.ADJECTIVESmedical/financial/legal/technical help She needs 

urgent medical help. | We received a lot of financial help from my family. | You can find 
free legal help for your problem by logging onto our website. | I might need 
some technical help understanding the instructions.practical help The organization 

offers practical help with finding accommodation.expert/specialist help Expert help is 
available if you want to give up smoking.professional help You need to seek 
some professional help.outside help (=from someone who is not in your organization, 

family etc) Can you do it yourself or do you need outside help?extra help Some of the 
younger children need extra help with writing.online help There is online help in 
installing the software.PREPOSITIONShelp with sth Do you want any help with the 

washing up?help in doing sth Our business advisers offer help in starting your own 
business.help from sb Help from the public was essential in solving the crime.with 
sb’s/sth’s help With the help of a dictionary, I managed to read the 

article.THESAURUS: helpassistancehelp. Assistance is more formal than help,  

and is used especially about people giving official help:The police are asking the public  

for their assistance. | The project received financial assistance from the 

government. | Thank you very much for your assistance, sir. | He set up the 

business with the assistance of his two sons.aidhelp. Aid is more formal than help,  

and is used especially about money, food, medicine etc that is given to countries or  

people that are in a very bad situation:Aid is being sent to areas affected by the 

earthquake. | The US spends billions of dollars on humanitarian aid to developing  

countries (=aid to help people and prevent suffering, for example medicines and 

food). | Another driver stopped and came to his aid (=came to help him).supporthelp  

and encouragement:Thanks to everyone who gave us their support. | We could not  

have won the case without your support.cooperationhelp – used especially when 

people, organizations, or countries work together to get things done, and show that  

they are willing to do this:The cooperation of landowners was needed for the plan to  

succeed. | The meeting is intended to encourage a spirit of international  

cooperation.backupextra people, equipment etc that can be used in case people need 

help:The officer waited for backup to arrive before making any arrests.2. someone or 

something that helpsVERBSa great/big help Thank you. You’ve been a great help.a 
real help Talking to someone can be a real help when you are worried.PREPOSITIONSa 
help to sb She was a great help to me when I was sick.be of help (=be something 

that helps) This information may be of help to you. 

helpful /ˈhelpfəl/ adjective  providing useful help in making a situation better or 

easierADVERBSextremely helpful The staff were extremely helpful and offered to carry 

our bags to our room.most helpful formal, especially spoken (=very helpful) Thank 
you for your suggestions – you’ve been most helpful.especially/particularly 
helpful The books are particularly helpful for parents with small children.NOUNShelpful 
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advice He gave me some helpful advice about visiting Paris.a helpful hint This 

website contains helpful hints on how to improve your grammar skills.a helpful 
suggestion His colleagues had plenty of helpful suggestions.helpful information The 

book is packed with helpful information and good ideas.a helpful guide The tourist 
office publishes a helpful guide to hotels in the area.VERBSfind sth helpful I found his 
explanation very helpful.prove helpful (=be helpful when you are doing 

something) Her language skills proved helpful when she was travelling around 
Europe.PREPOSITIONShelpful to sb They are trained to be polite and helpful 
to customers.helpful for sb/sth Professor Taylor’s book is very helpful for students 

who want a general introduction to the subject.THESAURUS: helpful→ useful  

heritage /ˈherətɪdʒ/ noun  customs, buildings, art etc which have existed for a 

long time and are important to a group of people or a placeADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ heritagea rich heritage The town has a rich heritage and there are many historic 
buildings.sb’s common/shared heritage The UK and the US share a common 
heritage and language.the national/nation’s heritage These works of art are 

considered of great importance to Russia’s national heritage.cultural heritage Cubans 
are proud of their cultural heritage.artistic/architectural/literary heritage The city 
takes great pride in its architectural heritage.VERBSpreserve/protect sth’s 

heritage They want to preserve the country’s heritage for future 
generations.PHRASESsth is part of sb’s/sth’s heritage The castle is part 
of the heritage of Wales and should be preserved for the Welsh people. 

hero /ˈhɪərəʊ $ ˈhɪroʊ/ noun  1. someone, often a man, who is admired for doing 

something extremely brave or for a particular skillADJECTIVES/NOUNS + heroa great 
hero He finally got to meet his great hero, the footballer David Beckham.a real/true 

hero Virginia Hall was a true hero of the French Resistance.a war hero His father was 
a war hero, a former fighter pilot.a national/local hero In Cuba, Fidel was seen as 
a national hero.a sporting hero There are many female sporting heroes, for example 

Venus Williams.sb’s boyhood/childhood hero (=when you were a boy or a 
child) McEnroe had been one of his boyhood heroes.a cult hero (=someone who a 
particular group of people admire) She became a cult hero for her role in the film.a folk 

hero (=an ordinary person who becomes a hero for a particular group) He was a folk 
hero in his home country because of his escapes from the police.an unsung 
hero (=someone whose bravery or effort is not noticed or recognized) These 

volunteers are the unsung heroes of the campaign.an unlikely hero (=someone who 
people did not expect to be a hero) A taxi driver became an unlikely hero when he 
helped to get the woman to hospital.a reluctant hero (=someone who is a hero but 

does not want to be) The reluctant hero did not want to talk to the press about how she 
prevented the robbery.an accidental hero (=one who becomes a hero by chance) He 
became an accidental hero after finding the child while out walking.a conquering 

hero (=someone who has defeated someone else) Team members were greeted 
like conquering heroes on their return.VERBSbe sb’s hero Keith Richards was my hero 
and I wanted to play the guitar like him.become a hero He became a national hero for 

his part in the war.be hailed (as) a hero (=people say you are a hero) He was hailed 
a hero after saving the young girl’s life.hero + NOUNShero worship (=admiration for 

someone, especially when it is extreme or unreasonable) They treat her with a kind 
of hero worship.hero status Maier is an Olympic champion who has hero status in his 
home country.PREPOSITIONSa hero to sb Some called him a criminal, but he was 
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a hero to many.PHRASESreceive/be given a hero’s welcome (=be treated as a hero 

when you arrive somewhere) The team were given a hero’s welcome when they 
returned to the city.the hero of the hour (=someone who does something brave or 

admirable at a particular time) The Russian president emerged as the hero of the 
hour.2. the main male character of a film, book etcVERBSplay the hero Sean 
Penn plays the hero of the film.ADJECTIVESa romantic hero The movie features Clark 

Gable as the romantic hero.a tragic hero Othello is the tragic hero of Shakespeare’s 

play. Hero or heroine?When talking about people who are admired for their bravery,  

skill etc, you can use hero about both men and women. Women are also  

called heroines: His grandmother was a national heroine.When talking about films  

and books, you use hero for the main male character and heroine for the main  

female character.  

heroic /hɪˈrəʊɪk $ -ˈroʊ-/ adjective  THESAURUS > brave 

hesitation noun  a short pause before you do something, or the feeling that 

you should not do somethingADJECTIVESa brief/momentary hesitation After a brief 

hesitation, she answered “Yes”. | There was only a momentary hesitation before he 
replied.a little/slight hesitation There was a slight hesitation in his voice.the 
slightest/least hesitation They agreed to help without the slightest 

hesitation.PREPOSITIONSwithout (any) hesitation/with no hesitation He 
agreed without hesitation.after some hesitation After some hesitation, one of the 
boys began to speak.hesitation over/about sth There was some hesitation over who 

should take the penalty kick.PHRASEShave no hesitation in doing sth I would have 
no hesitation in recommending her for the job.a moment’s hesitation After a 
moment’s hesitation, she decided to accept their offer.show some/no hesitation The 

judges showed no hesitation in declaring him the winner.a trace of hesitation (=a 
very small amount) I could detect a trace of hesitation in her voice. 

hide /haɪd/ verb  to make sure that something cannot easily be seen or 

foundADVERBSbe well hidden (=be very difficult to see or find) The entrance to the 
cave was well hidden.be cleverly hidden The money was cleverly hidden inside one of 
the books on the shelf.deliberately hide sth The authorities deliberately hid the 

truth.NOUNShide some money/valuables etc She kept the money hidden under the 
bed.hide drugs/a gun etc Bailie asked Larkins to hide the gun for him.hide your 
feelings My father didn't show any emotion and always hid his feelings.hide your 

anger/surprise/sorrow disappointment etc It was impossible for me to hide my 
anger any longer.hide your face She hid her face from the cameras and looked 
away.hide the truth Jenna saw no reason to hide the truth and pretend that 

everything was fine.hide the fact (that sth is true) Ross was suffering from 
boredom, but he managed to hide the fact very well.hide evidence/information 
etc They burned the body, in an attempt to hide evidence of the 

crime.PREPOSITIONShide sth in/under/behind sth She quickly hid the bag behind 
the sofa.hide sth from sb He was accused of trying to hide evidence from the 
police.PHRASESkeep sth hidden somewhere I keep a spare key hidden under a plant 

pot.THESAURUS: hideconceal formalto hide something, especially by carefully  
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putting it somewhere, or to hide your true feelings or the truth about  

something:Several kilos of drugs were concealed in the back of the truck. | Dan could  

not conceal his feelings any longer. | She looked at him with barely  

concealed contempt (=not very well concealed). | The witness gave evidence behind a  

curtain in order to conceal his identity. | The court decided that the police officers  

had concealed and falsified evidence.cover upto put something over another thing  

that you do not want people to see, in order to hide it completely:People cover up 

cracks with wallpaper or tiles. | I used some make-up to cover up the spots. | She was  

wearing a thin shawl to cover up the bruises on her arm. You also use cover up when  

a government, company etc hides the truth about something, because it could be  

embarrassing: The authorities attempted to cover up the truth about what happened  

to the prisoners. disguiseto make someone or something seem like a different  

person or thing, so that other people cannot recognize them:She managed to get into  

the camp by disguising herself as a soldier. | The men had disguised the 

vessel as fishing boat. | Stephen's controlled voice disguised his  

true feelings.camouflageto hide something by covering it with materials that make it  

look like the things around it:We camouflaged the plane by covering it with  

leaves. | The troops used charcoal to camouflage their faces. | Soldiers  

had camouflaged the trucks with branches and dirt.obscure literaryview | truthto  

make it difficult to see something clearly, or difficult for people to realise the truth  

about something:The view was obscured by mist. | Prejudice always obscures the 

truth. | His body was found, partially obscured by bushes, at the bottom of a shallow 

canyon.masksmell | taste | sound | noise | symptoms | effects | suffering | con

temptto make something less noticeable:The lemon helps to mask the taste of the 

fish. | Helen had turned on the radio to mask the noise of the traffic. | He did little to  

mask his contempt.  

hideous /ˈhɪdiəs/ adjective  THESAURUS > terrible, ugly (1) 

high /haɪ/ adjective (higherhighest)  1. measuring a long distance from the 

bottom to the top, or in a position that is a long way from the groundNOUNSa high 

mountain/cliff Mount Fuji is the highest mountain in Japan. | The castle had been 
built on the top of a high cliff.a high wall/fence The camp was surrounded by a high 
fence.a high tower The high towers of the cathedral rose above them.a high 

ceiling The rooms all had high ceilings.at high altitude (=a long distance from the 
ground, or in a place that is high above sea level) The plane can fly at high 

altitude. | The athletes have been training at high altitude.a high shelf Keep medicines 
on a high shelf where children cannot reach them.PHRASES100 feet/40 metres etc 
high The waves were up to 40 metres high.waist/chest/knee high (=as high as your 

waist etc) The grass was knee high. Saying how high a place is in relation to  
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other placesYou say that a place is 800 feet/3,000 metres etc above sea  

level: Mexico City is situated 2,250 metres above sea level. THESAURUS: 

hightallman | woman | boy | girl | figure | grass | tree | building | column | pi

llar | chimney | glassmeasuring a long distance from the bottom to the top – used 

about people, or about things that are high and narrow, such as trees, plants, and 

buildings:He was a tall man with dark hair. | A tall woman came towards us. | She 

thought she recognized the tall boy in the photograph. | She is the tallest girl in her  

class. | A tall figure appeared at the top of the stairs. | A cat was hiding in the tall  

grass. | The house was surrounded by tall trees. | Her office is in a tall modern  

office building. | The temple roof is supported by tall marble columns. | He poured the 

wine into a tall glass. Tall or high?You use tall about people (not ‘high’).  

You high about mountains (not  

‘tall’). majesticmountain | landscape | scenery | building | arch | tree | animal

 | birdvery big, high, and impressive:They could see the majestic mountains of the 

Himalayas. | This tiny village is surrounded by some of the most majestic scenery in  

Europe. | The castle is a majestic building that overlooks the town below. | The 

cathedral is noted for its majestic arches and elegant windows. | The garden contains  

some majestic oak trees. | The African elephant is a majestic animal. | All eyes were 

on the majestic bird above 

them.soaringmountain | cliff | skyscraper | towerextremely high and 

impressive:Soaring mountains give way to enormous glaciers. | The boat slowly made 

its way past the soaring cliffs. | Manhattan is famous for its soaring  

skyscrapers. | They paused to admire the soaring towers of the 

palace.toweringfigure | wall | skyscraper | mountain | peak | cliff | treeextremel

y high, in a way that seems impressive, but also often rather frightening:The other  

boxer was a towering figure of a man. | He looked up at the towering walls of the 

prison. | The old building sits among the towering skyscrapers of Hong Kong. | The 

village is surrounded by towering mountains. | We looked up at the towering peaks of  

the Snowdonia National Park. | The towering cliffs of Gibraltar were clearly  

visible. | Beyond the river there were towering  

trees.lofty literaryheights | mountain | peak | tower | tree | roof | ceilingvery  

high and impressive:From the lofty heights of the church tower you have a superb view 

of the town. | He could see a chain of lofty mountains in the distance. | Clouds began 

to roll over the lofty peaks of the mountains. | The Town Hall has an exceptionally lofty  

tower. | The paths are sheltered by lofty trees.high-risebuilding | apartment 

block | flat | office | developmentused about tall modern buildings with many floors  

containing apartments or offices:Old houses were knocked down and replaced by ugly  
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modern high-rise buildings. | They live in a high-rise apartment block. | He was  

brought up in a high-rise flat in Glasgow. | From his high-rise office Carson looked out  

over the roofs of Rome. | To the south was a park and a huge high-rise  

development.ANTONYMS → low (1)2. great, or greater than the usual amount, 

number, price etcNOUNSa high amount/proportion/percentage People who 
eat high amounts of fat are more likely to suffer heart attacks. | A high proportion of 

women with children under five work full-time.a high number/grade/score The 
university has an unusually high number of part-time students.a high 
price/charge/fee If you want the best, you have to be prepared to pay a high 

price for it.a high rent/tax Taxes are much higher in Sweden.high 
salary/wages/pay/income Doctors get paid high salaries.a high 
level/rate/degree A high level of chemical pollution was found in the river 

water. | High interest rates should encourage people to save money. | This job requires 
a high degree of technical skill.a high standard The school has 
very high academic standards.high speed The train was approaching at high speed.a 

high temperature Temperatures are likely to remain high this weekend.a high 
demand There is a high demand for Chinese goods.a high profit/return High 
profits from oil and gas have made Russia a rich country.high unemployment The 

north east is an area of high unemployment.high inflation The 1920s were a period 
of high inflation.a high risk/chance There is a high risk of losing your money.a high 
sugar/salt/fat etc content (=it contains a lot of sugar etc) Red meat tends to have 

a high fat content.THESAURUS: 

highrisingprice | cost | rate | level | demand | crime | unemployment | inflati

onbecoming higher than before:Rising house prices have pushed the cost of the 

average home to more than $200,000. | Voters are concerned about the rising cost of  

living. | rising interest rates | The nation’s capital has been struggling with rising  

crime.soaringprice | cost | rate | level | demand | unemployment | inflationbec

oming very high:They are protesting about the soaring price of corn. | The soaring  

cost of housing means that many young people cannot find a place to live. | The US 

has a soaring divorce rate. | Despite these soaring levels of homelessness, hardly any 

affordable housing is being built. | Fuel companies will be unable to meet the soaring  

demand for energy. | The economic crisis resulted in soaring  

inflation.rocketingprice | cost | rate | unemployment | inflationvery high and 

increasing very quickly. Rocketing sounds a little informal and is often used in news 

reports:The rocketing price of oil will have a bad effect on the economy. | The police  

force is trying to cope with  

a rocketing crime rate.recordnumber | amount | level | rate | profits | sales | de

mand | unemployment | inflationthe highest ever:They received a record number of  

complaints. | The United States is likely to import a record amount of steel this  

year. | Sales have reached record levels. | The economy is growing at a record  

rate. | Banks announced record profits. | The car achieved record sales in Italy. | The 

government was responsible for record unemployment.ANTONYMS → low (2)3. near 
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the top of the range of soundsNOUNSa high note He had difficulty singing the high 

notes of the song.a high voice/sound He spoke with an unusually high voice for a 
man. | If a string or band vibrates very fast it will have a high sound.a high pitch Her 

voice rose to a high pitch.THESAURUS: highhigh-

pitchedvoice | sound | noise | cry | squeak | whine | whistlea high-pitched voice  

or sound is very high:She was speaking in an unnaturally high-pitched voice. | Dogs  

are able to hear high-pitched sounds which humans cannot hear. | The boy let out  

a high-pitched cry. | Bats make high-pitched squeaks. | She could hear the high-

pitched whine of a dentist’s drill.shrillvoice | cry | whistle | scream | laugha shrill  

voice or cry is high and unpleasant:His boss had a rather shrill voice, which could be 

heard all over the office. | The bird has a shrill cry. | There was a shrill whistle from the 

referee. | He heard a shrill scream from the living room. | The woman gave a shrill  

laugh.piercingscream | shriek | noise | whistleextremely high and loud, in a way 

that is unpleasant:She let out a piercing scream. | I was woken by the piercing noise of  

a bullet passing close to my head. | Suddenly I heard a piercing  

whistle.squeakyvoice | floorboard | gate | noise | toymaking short high noises that  

are not very loud:She spoke with a squeaky little voice. | He lived in an old house 

with squeaky floorboards. | The gate was squeaky and needed oiling. | The baby was  

making squeaky noises with its mouth. | The dog was playing with a squeaky 

toy.ANTONYMS → low (3)4. costing a lotTHESAURUS: high→ expensive 

highly /ˈhaɪli/ adverb  THESAURUS > very1 

high-risk adjective  THESAURUS > dangerous 

high-speed adjective  THESAURUS > fast1 (1), fast1 (2) 

high-tech also hi-tech adjective  THESAURUS > advanced (1) 

highway /ˈhaɪweɪ/ noun especially AmE  a wide main road that joins one town 

to anotherADJECTIVES/NOUNS + highwaya main/major highway He pulled off 
the main highway into a side road.a 4-lane/12-lane etc highway There is a big 

new 8-lane highway from the airport into the city.an interstate highway I drove my 
rental car at 100 miles per hour along a straight stretch of interstate highway.a federal 
highway We were heading southwest on the busy federal highway.VERBSdrive along 

a highway We were driving along the highway from Montreal to Ottawa.travel 
on/along a highway I was traveling north along the highway.turn off/pull off a 
highway Near the Oregon border, we turned off Highway 97 to Highway 161.build a 

highway They are planning to build a highway across the country.highway + 

NOUNShighway traffic She decided to take the train in order to avoid the highway 
traffic.the highway patrol (=the police who control a highway) Colorado Highway 

Patrol officers charged him with drunk driving.the highway system In the 1950s, 
construction of the vast interstate highway system began.highway safety We need to 
look at ways of improving highway safety.highway construction Today highway 

construction is big business.PREPOSITIONSon a highway There was a lot of 
traffic on the highway.along a highway Port Arthur is just one 

mile along the highway to the west.a highway to/from somewhere The road 
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connects the village with the main highway to Veracruz. | Burgos lies on the 

main highway from France to Valladolid. 

hilarious /hɪˈleəriəs $ -ˈler-/ adjective  THESAURUS > funny (1) 

hill /hɪl/ noun  an area of land that is higher than the land around it, like a 

mountain but smallerADJECTIVESa steep hill She pushed her bicycle up the steep 
hill.rolling/gentle hills (=hills with slopes that are not steep) He loved the 
green rolling hills of Dorset.a high/low hill We climbed a very high hill today called An 

Teallach.a long hill The bus started going up the long hill into town.a rugged/rocky 
hill (=rough and uneven) A spectacular coastline and rugged hills characterize West 
Wales.a wooded hill (=one covered with trees) He has a house in the wooded hills of 

Northern Virginia.green hills (=covered with grass) New Zealand is a country of 
lush green hills.VERBSclimb a hill (=walk or drive up a hill) She climbed the hill out of 
the village.go down a hill It’s best to use a low gear when you are going 

down steep hills.a hill overlooking sth The castle is on a hill overlooking the town.sth 
nestles in/among hills literary (=it is surrounded by hills) The farmhouse nestles 
in the hills of southern Spain.hill + NOUNSa hill town the hill towns of Tuscanya hill 

farm/farmer They have a small hill farm in Devon. | Many hill farmers are struggling 
financially.hill country (=a rural area where there are a lot of hills) the rough hill 
country on the Welsh borderhill walking BrE (=the activity of walking on hills) We 

spent five days hill walking in Wales.a hill station (=a town in the hills in South Asia, 
especially one where people go to escape the summer heat) Travellers pass through the 
hill station en route to the Himalayas.PREPOSITIONSon a hill Their house is on a 

hill overlooking the sea.PHRASESthe top of a hill The view from the top of the hill was 
beautiful.the brow/crest of a hill (=the top part of a hill) A car appeared over the 
brow of the hill.the bottom/foot of a hill The house was at the bottom of a hill. 

hint /hɪnt/ noun  1. something that you say or do to suggest something to 

someone, without telling them directlyVERBSgive (sb) a hint Come on, what is 
it? Give me a hint.drop a hint (=give a hint) She was dropping quite a few hints about 

what she’d like for her birthday.get the hint (=understand a hint) I looked hopefully at 
the cake, but he didn’t get the hint.take a/the hint (=understand a hint and do 
something) Mark took the hint and stopped talking.ADJECTIVESa broad/strong/heavy 

hint (=one that is very easy to understand) He had dropped a heavy hint that they 
might get married.a subtle/gentle hint (=sometimes used ironically when someone is 
being very obvious) Is your yawning a subtle hint that you’re bored?a vague hint (=so 

general that it is not at all clear) In his article, he gave only vague hints as to what he 
had actually done.PREPOSITIONSa hint about sth His wife kept dropping hints 
about all the work that needed to be done.PHRASESI can take a hint (=used when you 

understand someone’s hint) All right, I can take a hint. I’m leaving.2. a useful piece of 
advice about how to do somethingVERBSgive/offer hints Can you offer some hints on 
what to look for when buying a car?ADJECTIVEShelpful/handy/useful hints The book 

gives some handy hints on owning a dog.PREPOSITIONSa hint on (doing) sth There 
are some hints on decorating your home.3. a small amount or sign of 
somethingADJECTIVESa slight/faint/vague/subtle hint There was just a faint hint of 

light in the sky.the slightest/merest hint of sth He didn’t even have the slightest 
hint of a French accent.VERBSdetect a hint of sth (=notice it) I detected a hint 
of anger in Stuart’s voice.add a hint of sth This gloss adds a hint of colour to your 

lips.show a hint of sth She didn’t show a hint of fear or pain.PREPOSITIONSa hint of 
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sth A hint of a smile crossed his face.without a hint of sth Jack made the 

remark without a hint of bitterness.PHRASESat the first hint of sth He always 
leaves at the first hint of trouble. 

hip /hɪp/ noun  one of the two parts on each side of your body between the top 

of your leg and your waistADJECTIVESnarrow/slim hips The boy had narrow 
hips.wide/big hips Some women have wide hips.an artificial hip She was fitted with 
an artificial hip.a broken hip The old lady was admitted to hospital with a broken 

hip.VERBSmove your hips She began moving her hips in time to the music.break 
your hip He fell off a horse and broke his hip.hip + NOUNSa hip operation She is 
recovering from a hip operation.a hip injury A hip injury prevented him from playing in 

the match.a hip joint He suffered an injury to his hip joint.a hip replacement (=a 
medical operation in which a damaged hip is replaced by an artificial one) He had to 
have a hip replacement operation.PHRASESstand with your hands on your 

hips She was standing with her hands on her hips outside the front door.the curve of 
sb’s hips Her narrow waist emphasised the rounded curve of her hips. 

historic /hɪˈstɒrɪk $ -ˈstɔː-, -ˈstɑː-/ adjective  1. a historic building or place is 

important because it is oldNOUNSa historic building/house/monument The town 
has many historic buildings, including a 15th-century town hall. | Britain’s historic 
houses are one of our greatest treasures. | The organization was set up to protect the 

country’s historic monuments.a historic town/city/capital/port York is a beautiful 
and historic city.a historic place/site There are many castles and other historic 
places which you can visit. | This part of Italy is full of historic sites.a historic 

landmark (=a well-known place which is easy to recognize) The Eiffel Tower is Paris’s 
most famous historic landmark.sth’s historic character They say that the 
development would be harmful to the historic character of the town.PHRASESof 

historic interest The village of Hutton is over a thousand years old, and has many 
buildings of historic interest.of historic importance The church is of historic 

importance and is an attraction for many tourists.THESAURUS: 

historic→ old (1)2. a historic event is very important and will be recorded as part of 

history In more formal English, people also say an historic event, moment etc. NOUNSa 

historic event Neil Armstrong’s walk on the moon was a historic event.a historic 

moment/day The signing of the agreement was a historic moment in relations 
between the two countries. | When the Berlin wall was knocked down, it was a historic 
day for Germany, and for the rest of the world.a historic opportunity This is a historic 

opportunity to achieve peace.a historic victory Switzerland won a historic victory over 
Spain in the World Cup.a historic role President Yeltsin played a historic role in leading 
Russia to democracy.a historic agreement He called the treaty a historic 

agreement. Historic or historical?Don’t confuse historic and historical. Historic is  

used about places that are important because they are old, or about important  

events. For example, you say The city has many historic buildings (not ‘historical  

buildings’).Historical just means relating to history. You say historical evidence (not  

‘historic evidence’). THESAURUS: historic→ important (1)  
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historical /hɪˈstɒrɪkəl $ -ˈstɔː-, -ˈstɑː-/ adjective  relating to 

history GrammarHistorical is usually used before a noun. NOUNShistorical 

research/study/analysis Historical research has shown that people have been living 

there for hundreds of years.historical evidence/facts/data There is no historical 
evidence for the story.historical records/documents According to the historical 
records, they moved to London in 1737.historical events/periods The film is based 

on actual historical events.a historical figure Robin Hood was a real historical figure.a 
historical novel/play/romance (=which takes place during a period in the past) The 
book is a historical novel set in 18th-century Paris.a historical 

reason/explanation/connection There are all sorts of historical reasons why the two 
countries are suspicious of each other.the historical background/ 
context/perspective You need to understand the historical background to the 

war. | She discusses the historical context in which the novel was written.a historical 
overview The book begins with a brief historical overview of Spain in the 16th 

century.A book about history is a history book. Don’t say a historical book. A film,  

play, or programme which tells a story about people who lived in the past is often  

called a period drama.  

history /ˈhɪstəri/ noun  all the things that have happened in the past, or the 

study of these eventsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + historyAmerican/Chinese/British etc 
history We studied American history and the War of Independence.world history The 

attack changed the course of world history.local history (=the history of a particular 
local area) The building is now a museum of local history.oral history (=history told 
through speech, often consisting of personal memories) Smith recorded the 

conversation for oral history.early/ancient history I’m reading a book about ancient 
Roman history.modern/contemporary/recent history For the first time in modern 
history, the country had a female leader. | This has been one of the most dramatic 

elections in recent history.political/social/economic history The 1780s were a 
dramatic time in French political history.art/music/sports etc history The Beatles 
are an important part of Britain’s music history.family history (=the history of one 

particular family) My grandfather has researched our family history and discovered that 
we come from the south of Ireland.a long history (=something has existed for a long 
time) The 1970s were the most successful years in the theatre’s long history.a rich 

history (=an interesting and important history) Greece has a very rich history.human 
history It was the most destructive war in human history.in recorded history (=since 

people have written things down) We are suffering under the worst floods in recorded 
history.VERBSstudy/teach history Paul studied history at Bristol University.trace the 
history of sth (=find out what the history of something is) He traces the history of the 

game back to the late 1700s.be steeped in history (=be connected with many 
important events) Cambridge is steeped in history and tradition.go down in 
history (=be remembered for many years) She will go down in history as one of the 

greatest tennis players of all time.make history (=do something important that will be 
recorded and remembered) Ordinary Berliners made history when they tore down the 
wall.shape history (=influence events) He is one of the politicians who shaped 20th-

century history.rewrite history (=change what we believe are the facts about the 
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past) Politicians often try to rewrite history to justify their actions.history 

shows/tells/teaches us (that)... History teaches us that society is always 
changing.history suggests (that)... History suggests that these actions are unlikely 

to be successful.history + NOUNSa history book History books often don’t tell you 
much about the lives of ordinary people.a history lesson/class Many of our history 
lessons focused on the Second World War.a history teacher/student He gave a 

series of lectures to history students about the English civil war.a history 
degree/course The history of medicine is part of our history course.PREPOSITIONSthe 
history of sth The book is about the history of flying.in (sth’s) history This was the 

worst battle in the country’s history.during sth’s history (=during the time since 
something started) During its 80-year history, the organization has undergone many 
changes.throughout history Throughout history the achievements of women have 

often been ignored.PHRASESa period of/in history It was an interesting period 
in Japanese history.change the course of history Roosevelt and Churchill helped 
to change the course of history.for the first time in history For the first time in 

history, the US had a black president.consign sth to the dustbin of history (=get rid 
of something unwanted forever) One day nuclear weapons will be consigned to the 
dustbin of history. 

hit1 /hɪt/ verb  1. to touch someone or something quickly and hard with your 

hand, a stick etcADVERBShit sb/sth hard He felt as though someone had hit him very 
hard in the stomach.PREPOSITIONShit sb/sth with sth He accidentally hit his thumb 

with the hammer.hit sb/sth on sth A small piece of rock flew off and hit me on the 
chin.hit sb/sth in sth The door swung back and hit her right in the face.hit sth 
into/over sth She hit the ball into the net.hit sb over the head (=hit someone on 

their head) The robbers hit him over the head with a baseball bat.THESAURUS: 

hitTO HIT SOMEONEbeatto hit someone deliberately many times, especially very  

hard:He was beating the donkey with a stick and I told him to stop. | The girl had  

been beaten to death.strike writtento hit someone with your hand or a  

weapon. Strike is more formal than hit and is mainly used in written English:Police 

say that the man had been struck on the head. | Her husband struck her twice across  

the face.punchto hit someone hard with your closed hand, especially in a  

fight:I punched him on the nose. | She was screaming and punching him with her  

fists.thump informalto punch someone very hard:Sometimes I just want to thump 

him.beat sb upto hurt someone badly in a violent attack, by hitting them many 

times:He claims he was beaten up by the police. | The man had been badly beaten 

up and tortured with lighted cigarettes.slapto hit someone with your open hand,  

especially because you are angry with them:They had a big row and she ended up 

slapping him.spank also smack especially BrEto hit someone, especially a child, with  

your open hand in order to punish them:Should a parent ever smack a child? | I don’t  

agree with smacking. | In those days, children were spanked if they behaved badly.TO 

HIT SOMETHINGknockto hit a door or window with your closed hand in order to attract  

the attention of the people inside:Someone was knocking on the door. | I knocked 

loudly but no one came.strike writtento hit a surface. Strike is more formal  
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than hit and is mainly used in written English:The ball struck the side of the 

goal.whack informalto hit something very hard:Edmonds whacked the ball into the 

air.bashto hit something hard, especially in a way that causes damage:The police had 

to bash the door down to get in.tapto gently hit something with your fingers, often in  

order to attract someone’s attention:I tapped him on the shoulder. | I heard  

someone tapping on the window.rapto knock quickly or hit something several times:He 

rapped the table with his pen to bring the meeting to order. | Two police  

officers rapped on the door at 7 o’clock in the morning.bangto suddenly hit something  

hard, in a way that makes a loud noise:Her father banged his fist down on the table  

angrily. | The door suddenly banged shut.pound writtento hit something many times 

with a lot of force:I could hear the sea pounding on the rocks. | She pounded on the 

door and shouted wildly.hammer writtento hit something quickly many times making  

a loud continuous noise:The rain was hammering on the roof. | A crowd of people were  

outside hammering on the door angrily.TO HIT SOMETHING ACCIDENTALLYbumpto hit a  

part of your body against something, especially because you do not see or notice  

it:Careful you don’t bump your head – the ceiling’s very low.bang/bashto hit  

something hard, so that you hurt yourself or damage something:He banged into the 

car in front. | I bashed my knee climbing over a gate. | She fell and bashed her  

chin on the ground.stubto hit your toe against something and hurt it:I stubbed my toe 

on the leg of the table.2. to have a bad effect on someone or somethingADVERBShit sb 

badly/severely/hard Local farmers have been hit very hard by the dry weather.be 

worst hit (=be the most badly affected) Unemployment increased in many areas of the 
country, with the North the worst hit. 

hit2 /hɪt/ noun  something or someone that is very popular and 

successfulVERBSbecome a hit The TV series became a hit with viewers.prove (to be) 
a hit (=be a hit) Patrick proved a big hit with the audience.have a hit Michael 
Jackson had a big hit with the song.score a hit informal (=have a hit) She scored a 

US hit with ‘Learn to Love Again’.ADJECTIVESa big/great/huge/massive hit The new 
museum has been a big hit with families.sb’s latest hit She sang her latest hit.sb’s 
greatest hits The band released a record of their greatest hits.an instant hit With his 

experience and enthusiasm, he was an instant hit.a runaway hit (=something that 
quickly becomes successful) The film has become a runaway hit.NOUNS + hita number 
one hit (=a song that is number one on the weekly list of the most popular 

records) Her single ‘Crazy In Love’ was a number one hit all over the world.a smash 
hit (=a very successful song, play, film etc) They had a smash hit with their first 
single.a box office hit (=a play or film that is very successful) The film ‘Mamma Mia’ 

was a box office hit.a pop hit The radio station plays all the latest pop hits.a chart 
hit (=a song that has been on the weekly list of the most popular records) The singer 
has had twenty chart hits.hit + NOUNSa hit movie/film She worked on the hit 

movie ‘Toy Story’.a hit show/musical/comedy Gervais was co-writer of the hit 
comedy ‘The Office’. | He went to see the hit musical ‘Phantom of the Opera’.a hit 
song/record/single The band has had a couple of hit singles. | The musical 

‘Oklahoma’ is packed with hit songs.a hit series She took part in the hit series ‘Who Do 
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You Think You Are?’.PREPOSITIONSa hit with sb She was a popular politician and a 

huge hit with voters. 

hobby  

/ˈhɒbi $ ˈhɑː-/ noun (plural hobbies) [C]  an activity that you enjoy doing in your 

free timeADJECTIVESan interesting/fascinating/absorbing hobby Growing roses is 

a fascinating hobby.sb’s favourite/main hobby His favourite hobby is motor 
racing. | My main hobbies are tennis and reading.a strange/unusual hobby Keeping 
snakes may seem like an unusual hobby.an expensive hobby Photography is an 

expensive hobby.VERBShave a hobby At the interview they asked me if I had any 
hobbies.take up a hobby (=start doing it) If you are feeling bored, you should take up 
a hobby.sb’s hobbies include sth Susan’s hobbies include reading, cooking, and 

drama.pursue your hobbies formal (=do them) Retirement gave him the time to 
pursue his hobbies.PHRASESsth started as a hobby It started as a hobby and then 

she decided to start her own cake-making business. Instead of saying “What are your  

hobbies?”, people often say What do you do in your free time? THESAURUS: 

hobbyinterestsomething that you are interested in and like doing or talking  

about:Her interests were the same as most young girls – pop music, boys, and 

clothes. | The form asks you about your interests.pastime especially writtensomething  

that you do because it is enjoyable or interesting:Gardening was her mother’s favourite  

pastime. | In Britain talking about the weather is a national pastime (=something that  

a lot of people in a country do).passionsomething that you feel extremely interested  

in and care a lot about:Football was his passion. | For the French, food is a  

passion.pursuit formalan activity that you spend time doing – used especially in the 

following phrases:The hills and lakes are used for a variety of outdoor pursuits. | Her  

son wasn’t really interested in academic pursuits. | Mountaineering, golfing, and fishing  

were among his leisure pursuits.  

hoist /hɔɪst/ verb  THESAURUS > lift1 (1) 

hold1 verb  to have something in your hand, hands, or armsADVERBShold 

sb/sth tightly She took his hand and held it tightly.hold sb close (=put your arms 
around someone and hold them close to your body) Max held her close and wiped away 

her tears.hold sth up Hold the picture up so we can see it.hold sth out He held 
out his hand to help her to her feet.PREPOSITIONShold onto sth I walked carefully 

down the steps, holding onto the rail.hold sth for sb Could you hold my 
bag for me?hold sth in your hand/hands/arms I held the baby in my arms until she 

fell asleep. | He was holding a key in his hand.THESAURUS: holdgripto hold  

something very tightly and not let it go:He gripped her arm so she couldn’t walk  

away. | Jenny gripped the side of the boat to steady herself.clutchto hold something  

tightly, especially because you do not want to drop or lose it:A businessman hurried  

past, clutching his briefcase. | The little girl clutched onto his hand.clasp writtento hold  

someone or something tightly, closing your fingers or arms around them:She was  

clasping a bunch of small summer flowers. | He clasped her in his arms and kissed 
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her.get/take hold of sthto take something in your hand or hands and hold it:I took  

hold of the handle and pulled as hard as I could. | Quickly – try and get hold of that  

frog!grasp writtento take hold of something firmly, especially in a determined way:She 

grasped the lowest branch and pulled herself up into the tree.grabto take hold of  

something suddenly and often violently:He grabbed my bag and ran off with it. | The 

other man grabbed hold of (=suddenly took hold of) my arms and threatened me with  

a knife.seize /siːz/ writtento take hold of something suddenly and often violently:A 

police officer ran after him and seized the gun.hang on (to sth)to hold on to  

something or someone tightly to support yourself:He hung on to the rail at the back of  

the motorbike. | Hang on tight!keep hold of sthto continue to hold something:Greg 

was struggling to keep hold of the dog. | She tried to take her hand away but he kept  

hold of it.  

hold2 noun  the action of holding something with your handsADJECTIVESa 

tight/firm hold Rose had a tight hold of her hand.VERBStighten your 

hold Luke tightened his hold on his wallet.loosen/relax your hold Laughing, 
he loosened his hold until she could pull her arms free.release your hold (=stop 
holding something) As soon as his fingers released their hold, Robyn turned and 

ran.PHRASESkeep hold of sth (=hold something without letting go) I had to run 
to keep hold of the leather strap.get/take hold of sth (=start holding 
something) Wallace took hold of Fred’s jacket and pulled him roughly 

backwards.catch/grab/seize etc hold of sth (=start holding something quickly and 
firmly) She grabbed hold of the letter and tore it open.have hold of sth (=be holding 
something) Nathan had hold of her hand again. 

hold up verb  THESAURUS > steal 

hole /həʊl $ hoʊl/ noun [C]  an empty space in something solidADJECTIVESa 

big/massive/great hole There was a big hole in the middle of the field.a small/tiny 
hole The plant’s leaves are full of tiny holes.VERBSdig a hole I 
began digging a hole for the tree.make/cut a hole Make a hole for the wire to go 

through.drill/bore a hole (=make a hole using a special tool) The engineers began 
boring a hole in the side of the mountain.blow/blast a hole The explosion blew a 
massive hole in the side of the building.burn a hole The hot iron had burned a hole in 

the shirt.come in through a hole Rain was coming in through a hole in the roof.fill in 
a hole Can you help me fill in this hole?NOUNS + holea bullet hole The car was full of 
bullet holes.a mouse/rabbit hole We found a mouse hole behind the 

fridge.PREPOSITIONSa hole in sth There was a huge hole in the road.THESAURUS: 

holespacean empty area between two things, into which you can put something:Are 

there any empty spaces on the bookshelf? | We managed to find a parking  

space.gapan empty area between two things or two parts of something, especially one 

that should not be there:He has a gap between his two front teeth. | I  

squeezed through a gap in the hedge.openinga hole that something can pass through  

or that you can see through, especially at the entrance of something:The train  

disappeared into the dark opening of the tunnel. | I looked through the narrow 
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opening in the wall.leaka small hole where something has been damaged or broken 

that lets liquid or gas flow in or out:There was a leak in the pipe. | The plumber’s  

coming to repair the leak.puncture especially BrEa small hole in a tyre through which  

air escapes:My bike has a puncture.cracka very narrow space between two things or  

two parts of something:The snake slid into a crack in the rock. | She was peering  

through the crack in the curtains.slota straight narrow hole that you put a particular  

type of object into:You have to put a coin in the slot before you dial the number. | A 

small disk fits into a slot in the camera.cratera round hole in the ground made by an 

explosion or by a large object hitting it hard:You could see the craters on the 

moon. | The explosion left a crater in the road. | At the top of the mountain there is an  

enormous volcanic crater.TO MAKE A HOLE IN SOMETHINGmake a hole in sthto cause 

a hole to appear in something:Make a hole in the bottom of the can using a hammer  

and nail.pierceto make a small hole in or through something, using a pointed  

object:The dog’s teeth had pierced her skin. | Shelley wanted to have her ears  

pierced (=for earrings).prickto make a very small hole in the surface of something,  

using a pointed object:Prick the potatoes before baking them. | My finger was bleeding  

where the needle had pricked it.punchto make a hole through paper or flat material  

using a metal tool or other sharp object:I bought one of those things for punching  

holes in paper. | You have to get your ticket punched before you get on the 

train.punctureto make a small hole in something, especially something where skin or  

a wall surrounds a softer or hollow inside part:The bullet had punctured his  

lung.perforate formalto make a hole or holes in something:Fragments of the bullet  

had perforated his intestines.drillto make a hole using a special tool, often one which  

turns round and round very quickly:The dentist started drilling a hole in my 

tooth. | They won a contract to drill for oil in the area.boreto make a deep round hole  

through a rock, into the ground etc:The engineers had to bore through solid rock. | The 

men were boring a hole for the tunnel.  

holiday /ˈhɒlədi, ˈhɒlɪdi, -deɪ $ ˈhɑːlədeɪ, ˈhɑːlɪdeɪ/ noun  1. BrE a period of time 

when you travel to another place for pleasure Holiday is used in British English.  

American speakers say vacation. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + holidaya good/great/nice 

holiday We had a great holiday in Austria.a summer/winter holiday They were 
going to a house on the coast for their summer holidays.a skiing/camping/walking 

etc holiday They went on a camping holiday in France.a beach holiday The hotel is in 
the perfect place for a relaxing beach holiday.a foreign/overseas holiday We 
couldn’t afford to go on foreign holidays.a two-week/seven night etc holiday The 

prize is a fabulous two-week holiday to Jamaica.a package holiday (=in which you 
pay a price that includes travel, room, and food) The company organizes package 
holidays to Spain and Greece.a family holiday I first visited Orkney on a family 

holiday when I was a boy.a self-catering holiday (=in which you cook your own 
food) Self-catering holidays are an attractive option for families with young children.an 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1057] 

adventure/activity holiday We provide outdoor activity holidays for children with 

special needs.sb‘s dream holiday (=the best holiday you can imagine) They won a 
dream holiday for two to the Caribbean.an annual holiday (=a holiday you take every 

year) We were getting ready for our annual holiday in Cornwall.VERBSgo on 
holiday The children were excited about going on holiday.have/take a 
holiday We’ve had two lovely holidays in Italy.book a holiday I booked the 

holiday online.plan a holiday He and Marcia were planning a holiday in Japan.cancel a 
holiday We had to cancel the holiday because my dad was ill.holiday + NOUNSa 
holiday resort (=a place with many hotels where a lot of people go on 

holiday) Benidorm is a terrific holiday resort with so much to do.a holiday 
destination (=a town or country where a lot of people go on holiday) Marmaris is one 
of Turkey’s most popular holiday destinations.a holiday 

home/house/cottage/apartment (=a house that someone owns and uses for 
holidays) They bought a holiday home in France.holiday accommodation The tourist 
office can give information about holiday accommodation in the area.a holiday 

camp/park (=a place for holidays, which provides somewhere to stay and 
entertainment for a lot of people) The larger holiday parks may have swimming pools 
and restaurants.the holiday season The town is very busy during the holiday 

season.holiday photos also holiday snaps informal (=photographs that you take 
when you are on holiday) Do you want to see our holiday snaps?a holiday 
brochure (=a magazine that shows what holidays you can take) We were looking 

through holiday brochures trying to decide where to go.a holiday romance (=a brief 
romantic relationship with someone you meet on holiday) It was just a holiday 
romance; I never saw him again.a holiday company Holiday companies increase 

prices during school holidays.PREPOSITIONSon holiday What did you do on 
holiday?PHRASESa holiday abroad (=a holiday in a country other than the one you 
live in) They were planning a holiday abroad that year.the holiday of a lifetime (=a 

very good or expensive holiday that you will only take once) We took the family on a 
holiday of a lifetime to Orlando, Florida.a holiday from hell informal (=a very bad 
holiday) It turned into the holiday from hell after our passports and money were 

stolen.2. BrE a time of rest from work or schoolNOUNS + holidaythe school 
holidays The school holidays start tomorrow.the summer holidays (=time during the 
summer when children do not go to school) What are you doing in the summer 

holidays?ADJECTIVESpaid holiday (=when you are paid by your employer but do not 
have to go to work) We get 25 days‘ paid holiday a year.VERBStake a 
holiday I’m taking a holiday on Tuesday next week.get/have holiday How much 

holiday do you get?holiday + NOUNSholiday pay (=money from your employer when 
you have a holiday) Many workers do not get holiday pay.holiday entitlement (=the 
amount of time that your employer allows you to be away from work as a 

holiday) Employees would like to have more holiday entitlement.a holiday job (=a job 
you do when you have a holiday from school or college) I had a holiday job working on 
a farm.PREPOSITIONS(away) on holiday I’m away on holiday until June 

1st.in/during the holidays He came to stay with us in the school holidays.PHRASESa 
week’s/two weeks‘ etc holiday I get five weeks‘ holiday a year.3. a day fixed by law 

when people do not have to go to work or schoolADJECTIVES/NOUNS + holidaya 
national/public/official holiday July 4th is a national holiday in the US.a bank 
holiday BrE (=an official holiday when banks and some businesses are closed) The last 

Monday in August is a bank holiday.a religious holiday Christmas Day is a religious 
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holiday.a Jewish/Muslim etc holiday The family always observe the Jewish 

holiday Yom Kippur.the Passover/Thanksgiving etc holiday The market was closed 
because of the Thanksgiving holiday.holiday + NOUNSa holiday weekend Many people 

travel during the Easter holiday weekend.the holiday season AmE (=time between 
Thanksgiving and New Year) Sales of toys usually increase during the holiday 
season.VERBScelebrate/observe a holiday Jewish people were gathering 

to observe the Passover holiday. 

hollow /ˈhɒləʊ $ ˈhɑː-/ adjective  THESAURUS > empty 

holy /ˈhəʊli $ ˈhoʊ-/ adjective  if something is holy, it is treated with special 

respect, especially because it is connected with God or religionNOUNSa holy 

place/city/site Jerusalem is regarded as a holy city by Jews, Christians, and 
Muslims.holy ground You are standing on holy ground.the Holy 
Land (=Israel/Palestine) Millions of people visit the Holy Land each year.a holy 

mountain/river Kanchenjunga is regarded as a holy mountain.a holy man Mount 
Koya is the burial place of Japan’s great holy man, Kobo Daishi.a holy book The holy 
book contains guidelines about the behaviour expected from Muslims.a holy war He 

called for a holy war against the American invaders.a holy relic (=a holy object) The 
box was used for storing holy relics.holy water I dipped my fingers in the holy 
water and crossed myself.the holy month (of Ramadan) The festival marks the end 

of the holy month of Ramadan.a holy day They light the candle on Sundays and holy 
days.VERBSbe considered holy/be regarded as holy This site is also considered 
holy by Muslims. | These festivals were regarded as holy occasions when all ordinary 

work stopped. Holy or sacred?These words mean the same and have many of the  

same collocations. You can say a holy place/city/mountain/relic or a sacred  

place/city/mountain/relic.There are some differences. You say a holy man and  

a holy war (not a ‘sacred’ one). It is more common to say a holy book, but  

a sacred text. It is more common to say holy water, but a sacred flame.Holy is  

used with a capital letter about many things that are connected with the Christian  

religion – for example, the Holy Bible, the Holy Spirit, the Holy Ghost, the Holy  

Father, and the Holy Cross.  

home /həʊm $ hoʊm/ noun  the house, apartment, or place where you 

liveVERBSlive at home (=live with your parents) More people in their twenties are 
still living at home because housing is so expensive.leave home Lisa had left home at 

age 16.work from home/work at home (=instead of in an office) I work at 
home three days a week.stay at home BrE stay home AmE Last night we stayed at 
home and watched TV.head for home (=begin the journey to your home) Tired and 

weary, they headed for home.make your home somewhere (=start living 
somewhere) A family of birds made their home under the roof.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ homea nice/beautiful/luxurious home We interviewed the star in her luxurious 

home.a comfortable home I didn’t want to move out of my nice comfortable 
home.affordable homes (=that do not cost too much money) We need to 
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provide affordable homes for young people.a permanent/temporary home Flood 

victims were offered temporary homes.a happy home (=a happy family) We had 
a happy home when I was young.a secure/stable home (=a caring family without a 

lot of changes) He had grown up in a stable home.a broken home (=a family in which 
the parents have separated) Many of the youngsters came from broken homes.sb’s 
childhood/boyhood etc home (=where you lived as a child) I had not been back 

to my childhood home for ten years.the family home (=where a family lives) The 
house was once the family home of the Kennedys.the marital home (=where a 
husband and wife live) He left the marital home to move in with his lover.the parental 

home (=where your parents live) More and more young people are returning to 
the parental home after college.a second home (=in addition to the one where you 
usually live, for holidays etc) About 300,000 British people have a second 

home abroad.a holiday home BrE a vacation home AmE They bought a 
luxury holiday home in Spain.home + NOUNShome address/phone number If you 
give me your home address, I’ll send you a copy.a home owner Home owners will be 

badly affected by the rise in mortgage rates.sb’s home life He worked long hours to 
escape his unhappy home life.home environment Bad behaviour is sometimes related 
to the child’s home environment.home comforts (=things at home which make your 

life pleasant) I really missed my home comforts when I was travelling.home 
improvements (=things you do to make your house nicer) They spent a lot of money 
on home improvements.PREPOSITIONS/ADVERBSat home I wasn’t at home when he 

called.away from home He was spending more and more time away from 

home.THESAURUS: homehousea building that someone lives in, especially a  

building intended for one person, couple, or family:Shall we meet at your  

house? | Have you seen Dave’s new house – it’s huge!place spoken informalthe house,  

apartment, or room where someone lives:We went to Sara’s place after the 

movie. | He’s just bought a fantastic place right by the sea.residence formalthe house 

or apartment where someone lives, especially a large or official one:The prime 

minister’s official residence is 10 Downing Street. | His wife transferred her main  

residence to Spain. On official forms, your place of residence is the place where you  

usually live. holiday home BrE vacation home AmEa house that someone owns by 

the sea, in the mountains etc, where they go for their holidays:They bought a luxury  

holiday home in Spain.  

homely /ˈhəʊmli $ ˈhoʊm-/ adjective  THESAURUS > ugly (1) 

homesick adjective  THESAURUS > sad (1) 

homework /ˈhəʊmwɜːk $ ˈhoʊmwɜːrk/ noun  work that a student at school is 

asked to do at homeVERBSdo your homework Paul, have you done your 

homework?give (sb) homework also set (sb) homework BrE The teacher gave 
them some homework to do by Monday.get homework I think we get too much 
homework.help sb with their homework I often have to help her with her 

homework.hand in your homework (=give it to the teacher) You must hand in your 
homework by Friday.finish your homework You’re not going out until you’ve finished 
your homework.NOUNS + homeworkbiology/history/French etc homework The 
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science homework was really hard.homework + NOUNSa homework 

assignment Students are given homework assignments to do.PREPOSITIONSfor 
homework For homework, finish the exercise on page 14.Don’t say make/write your 

homework. Say do your homework.PHRASESa piece of homework I still have one 
more piece of homework left to do. 

honest /ˈɒnəst, ˈɒnɪst $ ˈɑːn-/ adjective  if you are honest, you tell the truth and 

do not cheat or stealNOUNSan honest man/woman/person He looked like an honest 

man, so she agreed to lend him the money.an honest face The lady had a kind honest 
face.an honest answer/opinion I’m going to ask you something and I want 
an honest answer.an honest mistake Please believe me. It was an honest 

mistake.the honest truth (=used when emphasizing that this is the truth) The honest 
truth is that nobody knows why he left his job.an honest debate/discussion We 
need to have an honest debate about the future of the European Union.an honest 

assessment/appraisal During his speech, the president gave an honest 
assessment of the current state of the 
economy.ADVERBScompletely/totally/absolutely/perfectly honest I’ll be perfectly 

honest with you – I don’t really want to go to the party.scrupulously honest (=very 
careful to be honest) Lawyers have to be scrupulously honest in their dealings with 

their clients.painfully honest (=in which you talk about things that are difficult or 
embarrassing to talk about) This is a painfully honest account of her relationship with 
her parents.brutally honest (=in a way that may seem unkind) To be brutally honest, 

she’s too old for the job.refreshingly honest (=in a way that is unusual and good) He 
is refreshingly honest about the mistakes he has made.PREPOSITIONShonest with sb I 
don’t think you are being completely honest with me.honest about sth It’s always 

best to be honest about your feelings.PHRASESlet’s be honest Let’s be honest, she 
only married him for his money.to be honest (=used when saying what you really 

think) To be honest, I don’t like her very much.THESAURUS: 

honesttruthfulanswer | accountif you are truthful, you do not tell any 

lies:The truthful answer is that we do not know. | It was a truthful account of life inside  

the camp. | To be truthful with you, l had to admire this guy. | I don’t think she is  

being entirely truthful with us. | Theresa was a truthful  

child.sincereapology | thanks | belief | desire | wish | hopeif you are sincere, you 

say what you really think or feel:Please accept our sincere apologies for the 

delay. | We published the story in the sincere belief that the documents were 

genuine. | It was their sincere desire to make sure that no further lives were 

lost. | He sounded so sincere that I forgave him at  

once.frankdiscussion | debate | account | assessment | admissionspeaking  

honestly and directly about something, especially something that people find difficult to  

discuss:The programme contains a frank discussion about sex. | It was an 

unusually frank admission of guilt. | In her book, she is brutally frank about their  

marriage (=in a way that may shock people). | To be frank, I have no idea where the 

money has gone. If you say that there was a full and frank exchange of views,  
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this usually means that there was an angry argument, because people said what they  

really thought. straight informalanswer | talkingsaying what you really think:I need 

a straight answer. | After some straight talking by the manager, the team started to  

play better. | I can’t help you if you’re not straight with me.openwilling to talk about  

your feelings and opinions in an honest way, rather than trying to hide them:American  

people tend to be more open about their feelings. | She’s very easy to talk to because 

she’s so open. Open is not used before a noun in this  

meaning. candid formaladmission | interview | discussion | statement | assess

menthonest about the facts, or about your opinions and feelings, even if other people  

disapprove of them:It was an unusually candid admission for a politician. | In a candid  

interview, he talks about his reasons for resigning. | His candid assessment was that  

the war had been a disaster. | The actor has always been completely candid about his  

past.directanswer | manner | waysaying exactly what you think in a clear way, even 

when this might annoy or upset people:When I asked him what he thought of my 

work, I got a surprisingly direct answer. | Not everyone liked her direct manner. | The 

boss can be very  

direct.bluntmessage | warning | statement | answer | language | wordssaying  

exactly what you think in a few words without trying to be careful or polite, even when 

this might annoy or upset people:The report’s blunt message was ‘Tackling climate 

change means tackling the demand for cheap flights.’ | He gave them a blunt  

warning – either go back to work, or face the consequences. | Diplomats expressed 

surprise at the blunt language of the text. | His hard tone and blunt words were 

hurtful. | Sorry if I was a bit blunt with you earlier. | She didn’t reply and I knew I  

had been too 

blunt.forthright formalmanner | way | views | statement | speech | attack | reje

ctionsaying exactly what you think, without being afraid of what other people will  

think:Her husband told her in a forthright manner where he thought she was going  

wrong. | Philippe is well known for his forthright views about the game. | The Chief  

Executive Officer issued a forthright statement in which he described the company’s  

financial position as ‘deeply worrying’. | At times, Helena was a little too 

forthright.outspokencritic | opponent | advocate | supporter | views | opinions 

| comments | criticism | oppositionexpressing your opinions publicly in a very  

direct way, which may offend or annoy some people:Ozawa is an outspoken critic of  

the government. | The senator is an outspoken advocate of tax cuts (=someone who 

strongly supports an idea). | Professor Dawkins is known for his outspoken views on 

religion.upfront informaltalking and behaving in an honest way, even when it is  

difficult to do this, in a way that people respect:It’s best to be upfront about your  
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financial problems. | You have to be upfront with kids. Upfront is not used before a  

noun. ANTONYMS → dishonest 

honesty /ˈɒnəsti $ ˈɑːn-/ noun  the quality of being 

honestADJECTIVEScomplete/total honesty I want complete honesty from you.brutal 
honesty (=honesty that might hurt someone) Sometimes brutal honesty is necessary 
to get someone to change.painful honesty (=about something that is upsetting or 

embarrassing for you) “I don’t know,” she said with painful honesty.refreshing 
honesty (=that you like because it is unusual) He admitted, with refreshing honesty, 
that the team hadn’t deserved to win.intellectual honesty I admire the 

author’s intellectual honesty.PREPOSITIONSwith honesty He 
talked with complete honesty about his drink problem.PHRASESin all honesty (=used 
to emphasize that you are being honest) In all honesty, I found it a bit boring.have the 

honesty to do sth At least have the honesty to admit how you really feel. 

honour BrE honor AmE /ˈɒnə $ ˈɑːnər/ noun  1. something that makes you feel 

very proudADJECTIVESa great honour It was a great honour to meet my hero in 

person.a rare honour (=a very special honour that is not given to many people) Being 
asked to paint a portrait for the Queen is a rare honour for any artist.a dubious 
honour (=something that you are not sure that you should be proud of) The city has 

the dubious honor of being the smoggiest city in the world.a signal honour formal (=a 
great honour) He received the signal honour of becoming an Honorary Fellow of the 
college.VERBShave the honour formal As a young man, he had the honour of meeting 

Winston Churchill.do sb the honour formal (=make someone proud and happy by 
doing something for them) Will you do me the honour of becoming my 
wife?PREPOSITIONSthe honour of doing sth Over 100 players competed for the 

honour of representing the county in the national finals.PHRASESit is an honour to do 
sth (=used as a polite way of saying that you are pleased to do something) It is an 
honour to have you here, sir.2. the respect that you, your family, your country etc 

receive from other people, which makes you feel proudVERBSbring honour to 
sb/sth (=make people respect someone or something) The bravery of these men 
has brought honour to their regiment.defend sb’s/sth’s honour (=do something to 

protect it when it is being attacked) To defend his honour and his business interests, he 
was prepared to go to court.save the honour of sb/sth (=stop it being lost) He saved 

the team’s honour by scoring a goal in the final minute.uphold the honour of 
sb/sth (=defend it) She felt duty bound to uphold the honour of her country.restore 
the honour of sb/sth (=make it return to its former state) He would be forced 

to restore the honor of his family name.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + honournational 
honour For the French team, winning tomorrow’s game is a matter of national 
honour.family honour Refusal of a marriage offer is seen as an attack on the family 

honour.PHRASESsb’s/sth’s honour is at stake (=someone may lose their 
honour) People believed that the country’s honor was at stake over the 
incident.3. strong moral beliefs and standards of behaviour that make people respect 

and trust youPHRASESa man of honour I know Tom to be a man of honour and 
integrity.a matter/point/question of honour (=something you feel you must do 
because of your moral beliefs) To my mum, paying bills on time is a point of honour.a 

code of honour (=a set of moral rules, laws, or principles that people follow) We abide 
by a strict military code of honor.a sense of honour (=a desire to do what is morally 
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right) Is he marrying her out of some misplaced sense of honour?a badge of 

honour (=something that shows you have honour) He wore his battle scars as a badge 
of honour.sb’s word of honour (=a promise based on strong moral beliefs) I give 

you my word of honour that you will not be harmed.be/feel honour bound to do 
sth (=feel that you should do something, because it is morally right or your duty to do 
it) My father felt honour bound to help his sister.4. a prize or title given to someone for 

an achievementADJECTIVEShighest honour The Victoria Cross is Britain’s highest 
honour for bravery.a top honour Joey was awarded the top honour in recognition of 
his work.a major honour The team last won a major honour in 

2001.VERBSwin/receive an honour The company has won several honours including 
the Queen’s Award for Export.give/award (sb) an honour Many people who 
are awarded this honour go on to win the Nobel Prize.bestow an honour on 

sb formal (=give it to them) The honour is normally bestowed on someone who has 
done something for the city.accept an honour Paltrow accepted the honor at a city 
hall ceremony.PREPOSITIONSan honour for sth The Hero Star medal is Russia’s 

top honour for bravery. 

honourable BrE honorable AmE /ˈɒnərəbəl $ ˈɑːn-/ adjective  deserving 

respect and admirationNOUNSan honourable man/woman He is an honourable 

man and I am sure that he will keep his promise.the honourable thing to 
do The honourable thing to do is to admit that you made a mistake.an honourable 
tradition/history The country has a long and honourable tradition of providing a safe 

place for refugees.an honourable mention (=praise for doing something 
admirable) He deserves an honourable mention for his contribution to the team’s 
success.an honourable way Both sides are looking for an honourable way of ending 

the crisis.an honourable exception (=used when saying that only a few people, 
companies etc have done what they should do) With a few honourable exceptions, 

banks are still providing a poor service to many of their customers. Honourable is  

also used in the British parliament, when talking about the members of  

parliament: the Honourable member for Henley-on-Thames I agree with  

the honourable gentleman. THESAURUS: honourable→ good (3)  

hope1 /həʊp $ hoʊp/ verb  to want something to happen or be true and to 

believe that it is possible or likelyADVERBSreally/very much hope I really hope things 

get better.secretly hope She had secretly hoped to marry him.sincerely 
hope We sincerely hope that you enjoy your stay with us.desperately hope The 

team desperately hopes to win the match.fervently hope formal (=very much want 
something to happen) He fervently hopes to be picked for the 
team.PREPOSITIONShope for sth They are hoping for good weather.PHRASEShope for 

the best We shall continue to hope for the best and prepare for the worst.be hoping 
against hope (=hope for something that is very unlikely to happen or be true) She 
glanced about the hall, hoping against hope that Richard would be waiting for her.hope 

and pray They were hoping and praying for a better future.sth is too much to hope 
for We might win the competition, but I guess that is too much to hope for. 

hope2 /həʊp $ hoʊp/ noun  the feeling that what you want will happen, or 

something that you want to happenVERBS + hopehave hope The situation looked bad, 
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but we still had hope that things would get better soon.give/offer hope The research 

has given hope to thousands of people who have the disease.express/voice hope The 
president has expressed the hope that relations will improve.lose/give up/abandon 

hope (=stop hoping) After six weeks, she had abandoned hope of finding him 
alive.raise sb’s hopes also get/build sb’s hopes up (=make someone feel that what 
they want is likely to happen) I don’t want to raise your hopes too much. | Don’t build 

your hopes up, Julie. You’ll only get hurt.hold out hope (=say that you think 
something is likely) Negotiators did not hold out much hope of a peaceful solution.pin 
your hopes on sth (=hope for one thing that everything else depends on) After a 

difficult year, the company is pinning its hopes on its new range of products.cling to 
the hope that (=keep hoping that something will happen, even though it seems 
unlikely) They clung to the hope that one day a cure would be found.dash/shatter 

sb’s hopes (=make what someone wants seem impossible) The ending of the talks 
has dashed any hopes of peace.live in hope (=keep hoping) We haven’t had any 
success yet, but we live in hope.hope + VERBShopes are fading (=people have much 

less hope of doing something) Hopes are fading that rescuers will find any more 
survivors.sb’s hope lies in/with sth (=something gives people hope) Our real hope 
lies with a vaccine.ADJECTIVESfresh/renewed hope The news has given the 

family renewed hope that their daughter may still be alive.false hope We don’t want to 
give people false hopes.a vain/forlorn hope (=hope for something that is 
impossible) He traveled south in the vain hope of finding work.sb’s only/one hope My 

only hope is that someone may have handed in the keys to the police.sb’s last 
hope (=the only person or thing left that can help someone) No one else would lend us 
the money – you are our last hope.hopes are high (=people think that something 

good will happen) Hopes are high that the hostages will be released 
soon.PREPOSITIONShope for/to sb This drug offers new hope for breast cancer 
sufferers.hope for sth The Pope has voiced hope for peace.hopes of (doing) sth Rita 

has hopes of becoming a nurse.in the hope of doing sth (=because you hope that 
you will do it) Shoppers flocked to the sales in the hope of finding a bargain.in the 
hope that (=because you hope that something will happen) We went for a picnic 

anyway, in the hope that the weather would improve.PHRASESbe full of hope His voice 
sounded full of hope.a glimmer/ray of hope (=a little hope, or something that gives 
you a little hope) The new treatment gives patients a glimmer of hope.a 

symbol/beacon of hope (=something that makes people have hope) Mandela was a 
symbol of hope for his whole country.sb’s hopes and dreams/fears We talked about 
all our hopes and dreams for the future. | The crew members have different hopes and 

fears about the trip.keep sb’s hopes alive (=make someone still have hope) A goal in 
the 33rd minute kept England’s hopes alive.it is our fervent hope 
that... formal (=used when saying that you hope very much that something will or will 

not happen) It is our fervent hope that change is coming.hope springs 
eternal (=used to say that people will always hope for something) It is unlikely these 
diets will work, but hope springs eternal. 

hopeless adjective  THESAURUS > useless 

horizon noun  1. the line where the land or sea seems to meet the 

skyADJECTIVESthe distant/far horizon Beyond the thick forests lie the Rocky 
Mountains on the distant horizon.VERBSscan the horizon (=examine it carefully but 

quickly) He scanned the horizon for any sign of the boat.dominate the horizon (=be 
the biggest and most noticeable thing on the horizon) The 
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castle dominates the horizon.appear on the horizon Clouds had begun to appear 

on the horizon.disappear over the horizon She watched the car until it disappeared 
over the horizon.PREPOSITIONSon the horizon They could see a 

ship on the horizon.above/below the horizon The sun 
disappeared below the horizon.over/beyond the horizon He saw the moon rising 
up over the horizon.2. your horizons are the limits of your ideas, knowledge, and 

experience GrammarAlways plural in this meaning. VERBSbroaden/expand sb’s 

horizons Which books would you say 
have broadened your horizons?ADJECTIVESlimited/narrow horizons They are 

incapable of seeing beyond their own narrow horizons. 

horizontal adjective  THESAURUS > flat1 

horoscope /ˈhɒrəskəʊp $ ˈhɑːrəskoʊp, ˈhɔː-/ noun  a description of your 

character and the things that will happen to you, based on the position of the stars and 
planets at the time of your birthADJECTIVES/NOUNS + horoscopea 

newspaper/magazine horoscope Millions of people consult their newspaper 
horoscope every day.a daily/weekly horoscope He writes a weekly horoscope for a 
woman’s magazine.VERBSread your horoscope She reads her horoscope in the 

newspaper every day.check your horoscope also consult your 
horoscope formal I checked your horoscope and it says that today is a good day for 
making new relationships.believe in horoscopes Do you believe in horoscopes?draw 

up a horoscope also cast a horoscope formal (=make a horoscope for someone) She 
asked a famous astrologer to draw up a horoscope for her.your horoscope 
says/predicts that... My horoscope says that I need to be careful about financial 

matters. | Her horoscope predicted that she would get married that year. 

horrible /ˈhɒrəbəl, ˈhɒrɪbəl $ ˈhɔː-, ˈhɑː-/ adjective  THESAURUS > terrible 

horrific /hɒˈrɪfɪk, hə- $ hɔː-, hɑː-/ adjective  THESAURUS > terrible 

horror /ˈhɒrə $ ˈhɔːrər, ˈhɑː-/ noun  1. a strong feeling of shock and 

fearADJECTIVESabsolute/sheer/abject horror (=great horror) There was a look 
of sheer horror on her face.mock horror (=horror that is not real) Grandma raised her 
hands in mock horror.VERBSfill sb with horror The idea of killing an animal filled him 

with horror.express horror The president expressed horror at the terrible 
events.imagine sb’s horror Imagine his horror when he found the 
body.PREPOSITIONSin horror Ashley stared in horror at the black hairy spider.with 

horror Staff watched with horror as he set the documents on fire.to sb’s horror To 
my horror, I realized my shirt was wet with blood.horror at sth He was filled 
with horror at the thought of what he had to do.PHRASESa look of horror Suddenly, a 

look of horror spread over his face.a sense of horror The news filled me with a sense 
of horror.2. something that is very shocking and terribleADJECTIVESthe true/full 
horror of sth He suddenly realized the true horror of what he was doing. | The full 

horror of the attack was revealed last night.unspeakable/unimaginable 
horror (=used when emphasizing how bad something is) The refugees had 
suffered unspeakable horrors.VERBSexperience/suffer a horror His grandfather 

had experienced the horror of the First World War.face a horror I also had to face the 
same horror.describe the horror of sth She described the horror of losing a 
child.witness a horror (=see it happen) The whole world has witnessed the horrors of 

terrorism.survive the horrors of sth Naomi had survived the horrors of life in a prison 
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camp.commit a horror also perpetrate a horror formal (=cause it to 

happen) Many horrors were perpetrated during the war.a horror unfolds (=it starts to 
happen) People stood helplessly and watched the horror unfold.PREPOSITIONSthe 

horror of sth Local people were stunned by the horror of this brutal attack. 

horse /hɔːs $ hɔːrs/ noun  a large strong animal that people ride onVERBS 

+ horseride a horse Do you know how to ride a horse?get on a horse also mount a 
horse formal He got on his horse and rode away.get off a horse I helped her to get 

off her horse.fall off a horse He fell off his horse and injured his shoulder.be thrown 
off/from a horse She was thrown off her horse when she was trying to jump over a 
hedge.breed horses The local people have been breeding horses for hundreds of 

years.tie up/tether a horse (=attach it to a post, tree etc) He tethered his horse to a 
tree and made a campfire.saddle (up) a horse (=put a saddle on it so that it is ready 
to ride) The men saddled up their horses and left town.startle a horse (=suddenly 

make it frightened) I approached slowly, so as not to startle the horses.groom a 
horse (=brush it and make it look clean) She got a job in a stable grooming 
horses.shoe a horse (=put a curved piece of metal on the horse’s hooves) The village 

blacksmith shoed the horses.horse + VERBSa horse pulls sth The carriage was pulled 
by four black horses.a horse gallops (=it runs very quickly) The horses galloped along 

the beach.a horse canters (=it runs fairly quickly) The horses cantered into the yard.a 
horse trots (=it moves at a fast walking speed) The horses trotted past, kicking up 
gravel from the rough road.a horse bolts (=it suddenly runs away very quickly) A 

sudden noise could make the horse bolt.a horse neighs (=it makes a loud 
sound) The horse neighed when it saw its owner coming across the field.a horse 
whinnies (=it makes a high sound) The horse whinnied softly when she stroked its 

neck.horse + NOUNSa horse race He won the money on a horse race.horse 
racing Horse racing is a multi-million pound industry.horse riding We went horse 
riding in the mountains.a horse rider The track is muddy and is often used by horse 

riders.a horse show Horse shows give people the chance to show off their riding 
skills.a horse trailer (=a special vehicle for transporting a horse) We attached 
the horse trailer to the back of the car.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + horsea police horse The 

demonstrators were surrounded by police horses.a pack horse (=a horse used for 
carrying things) The guns were carried on pack horses.PHRASESa horse and cart In 
the old days, milk used to be delivered by a horse and cart.a horse and carriage After 

the church ceremony, a horse and carriage waited for the newly married 

couple. Travelling by horseYou usually say that someone goes somewhere on  

horseback: The village was attacked by men on horseback. He set out on  

horseback from Mexico.  

hospital /ˈhɒspɪtl $ ˈhɑː-/ noun  a large building where sick or injured people 

receive medical treatment GrammarIn British English, people usually miss  

out the before hospital and say go to hospital. In American English, people say go  

to the hospital. VERBSgo to (the) hospital The pain got worse and she had to go 

to the hospital.go into (the) hospital (=go to hospital and stay for treatment which 

has already been planned) He’s going into hospital for an operation next week.be 
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taken/rushed to (the) hospital Three people were taken to hospital after a crash on 

the motorway.be airlifted to (the) hospital (=be taken there in a plane or 
helicopter) A man was airlifted to hospital with serious injuries.be admitted to (the) 

hospital (=be taken into the hospital) He was admitted to hospital suffering from chest 
pain.leave/come out of (the) hospital He is expected to come out of hospital later 
this week.be discharged/released from (the) hospital (=be allowed to leave 

hospital because you are better) It was several weeks before he was released from 
hospital.run a hospital The company which runs the hospital says that costs have 
increased.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + hospitala general hospital (=one that treats many 

different types of disease and injury) The injured were taken to Bristol General 
Hospital.a psychiatric hospital also a mental hospital old-fashioned (=for people 
with mental illnesses) He was admitted to a secure psychiatric hospital.a maternity 

hospital BrE (=for women having babies) Many maternity hospitals have been forced 
to close.a children’s hospital They are trying to raise money to build a children’s 
hospital.a military hospital Injured soldiers were taken to a nearby military hospital.a 

teaching hospital (=one where medical students receive practical training) The nurse 
had trained at a London teaching hospital.a private hospital BrE (=one that is run by 
a company and not the government) The operation was carried out at a private 

hospital.an NHS hospital BrE a public hospital AmE (=one that is paid for or run by 
a government) About 40% of funding for the public hospitals comes from federal 
government.hospital + NOUNShospital treatment/care He is badly hurt and needs 

urgent hospital treatment.a hospital stay (=the period someone spends in 
hospital) New surgical techniques mean a hospital stay of less than 48 hours.a 
hospital bed There is a shortage of hospital beds.a hospital ward (=a room for 

patients staying in a hospital) She works on a busy hospital ward.hospital 
doctor/nurse/staff Hospital doctors often work long hours.a hospital 
patient Most hospital patients were satisfied with the treatment they 

received.PREPOSITIONSin (the) hospital His wife visited him in hospital. | Two people 
are in the hospital with serious burns.at a hospital She’s a 
doctor at Addenbrooke’s Hospital.PHRASESadmission to (the) hospital Symptoms of 

the illness are usually mild, and admission to hospital is necessary in only a few 

cases.THESAURUS: hospitalmedical center AmEa large hospital, which often  

has many different departments, including areas for research:The research was done 

by doctors at the New England Medical Center.clinica place, often in a hospital, where 

medical treatment and advice is given to people who do not need to stay in a  

hospital:Her son goes to a special clinic for people with drug and alcohol problems. | a 

family-planning clinic (=which gives people help and advice about birth  

control)hospicea special hospital for people who are dying:They are hoping to raise  

funds to build a hospice for sick and dying children.nursing home/old people’s  

home also homea place where people who are old and ill can live and be looked after,  

by nurses:She doesn’t want to end up in a nursing home.sanatoriuma place where 

people recovering after a long illness were sent in the past, so that they could rest and 

receive special care:He was sent to a sanatorium in the Swiss Alps.PARTS OF A  

HOSPITALA&E/casualty BrE emergency room/ER AmEthe part of a hospital where 

people who are injured or who need urgent treatment are brought:A 33-year-old man 
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was brought to the emergency room in a coma. | A&E waiting times have gone 

down.operating theatre BrE operating room AmEa room in a hospital where 

operations are done:Mrs Barnett was in the operating theatre for 11 hours while the 

transplant was carried out.intensive carethe part of a hospital where people who are 

very seriously ill or badly injured are cared for:Mr Dye is in intensive care with head 

injuries.unitpart of a hospital where a particular kind of treatment is carried  

out:the maternity unit (=for women who are having a baby) | the intensive care 

unit | the burns unit (=for people who have been badly burned)warda large room in a  

hospital where people who need medical treatment stay:She works as a nurse on a  

busy hospital ward. | the women’s ward | mixed wards (=where men and women 

patients are in the same room)  

hostage /ˈhɒstɪdʒ $ ˈhɑː-/ noun  someone who is kept as a prisoner by an 

enemy in order to force people to agree to their demandsVERBStake sb 

hostage (=force someone to be a hostage) The bank robbers took three 
customers hostage and threatened to shoot them.seize a hostage Rebel 
gunmen seized 30 more hostages in Chechnya.keep/hold sb 

hostage They kept him hostage for nine months in the jungle.hold a hostage Police 
have surrounded the house where the hostages were being held.rescue a hostage US 

special forces attacked the bus and rescued the hostages.release/free a hostage The 
terrorists have agreed to release all the hostages.kill a hostage The rebels threatened 
to kill the hostages.hostage + NOUNSa hostage crisis Diplomatic talks have begun to 

bring the hostage crisis to an end.hostage-taking They use hostage-taking as a way 
of getting money to buy weapons.a hostage situation/incident A police 
spokeswoman said that a bus had been hijacked and that there was a hostage 

situation.a hostage negotiator He works as a San Francisco Police 
Department hostage negotiator.PHRASESthe release of the hostages The 
government is continuing its efforts to secure the release of the hostages. 

hostile /ˈhɒstaɪl $ ˈhɑːstl, ˈhɑːstaɪl/ adjective  1. angry and deliberately 

unfriendly towards someoneADVERBSopenly hostile (=used when someone does not 
try to hide their unfriendly feelings) The guards were openly hostile to 
him.increasingly hostile The boy became increasingly hostile to his parents and 

refused to talk to them.downright hostile (=extremely hostile in a very unpleasant 
way) She was downright hostile towards us.NOUNSa hostile 

welcome/reception (=people are hostile to someone when they arrive 
somewhere) The visiting team received a hostile reception from the crowd.a hostile 
attitude Some young people have a very hostile attitude to the police.a hostile 

crowd/audience A hostile crowd of protesters gathered outside the parliament 
building.a hostile atmosphere There was a hostile atmosphere at the match, and the 
police made several arrests.VERBSbecome hostile The neighbours became hostile and 

started shouting at her.remain hostile The girl remained hostile to him, even though 
he tried to be kind to her.PREPOSITIONShostile to/towards sb The local people are 
often hostile to foreigners.2. opposing something very stronglyADVERBSdeeply 

hostile They were deeply hostile to any kind of change.bitterly hostile Public opinion 
is bitterly hostile to tax increases.hostile + NOUNSa hostile response/reaction The 
plan met with a hostile response from the workers.VERBSremain hostile to sth UK 
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shoppers still remain hostile to genetically modified foods.PREPOSITIONShostile 

to/towards sth They became hostile to the war when they realised how many soldiers 
were being killed.3. difficult or dangeroushostile + NOUNSa hostile environment It is 

hard to believe that anything can survive in the hostile environment of the desert.a 
hostile climate The hostile climate means that people can only live there during the 
summer months.hostile terrain (=land that is difficult to cross) The hostile 

terrain makes the area difficult to attack. 

hostility /hɒˈstɪləti, hɒˈstɪlɪti $ hɑː-/ noun  unfriendly and angry feelings, or 

strong oppositionADJECTIVESdeep hostility There was deep hostility to the changes 
among the workforce.open hostility (=not trying to hide your feelings of hostility) The 

two women looked at each other with open hostility.outright hostility (=complete 
hostility) The mood in the village had changed to outright 
hostility.great/considerable hostility The reforms were greeted with considerable 

hostility.widespread hostility (=among many people) There is widespread 
hostility towards the foreign soldiers in the country.growing hostility He had noticed 
a growing hostility towards refugees.personal hostility The writer seems to have 

a personal hostility to Mary Kingsley.mutual hostility (=between two people or 
groups) The mutual hostility between the two groups seems to be deep-

rooted.VERBSface hostility Foreigners often face hostility from the local 
population.meet sb/sth with hostility also greet sb/sth with hostility The idea 
was met with hostility when it was first suggested.feel hostility I felt no 

hostility towards him – I just felt sorry for him.arouse/provoke 
hostility formal (=cause hostility) The speaker aroused hostility among some members 
of the audience.PREPOSITIONShostility to/towards sb/sth The plans had to be 

abandoned because of hostility to them.hostility against sb There have been reports 
of violent hostility against foreigners.hostility between sb There is a lot of hostility 
between the two groups. 

hot /hɒt $ hɑːt/ adjective  having a high temperatureNOUNShot 

weather/climate In hot weather, the plants need to be watered every day.a hot 
day/evening/summer It was a hot day and everyone was wearing T-shirts.a hot 
country The bird normally lives in hot countries.hot drink/food/meal A hot drink will 

help to warm you up.hot water/bath/shower There is hot water in all the 
rooms.ADVERBSincredibly hot (=very hot) Tokyo gets incredibly hot in 

summer.boiling hot (=very hot) The car is boiling hot.scorching hot (=extremely 
hot) The drill gets scorching hot. | a scorching hot dayblazing hot also baking 
hot BrE (=extremely hot – used about the weather) It was a baking hot week in 

August.scalding hot (=extremely hot – used about liquids) The coffee was scalding 
hot.burning hot (=used about someone’s skin or the weather) His forehead 
was burning hot. | The sun was burning hot.steaming hot (=used about drinks or the 

weather) The waitress put a steaming hot cup of coffee on the table. | a steaming 
hot day in New Orleanspiping hot (=very hot – used about food and drink) The fruit 
pie was covered with piping hot custard.red hot (=so hot that it glows red, or 

extremely hot to touch) Take care – the iron is red hot.white hot (=white hot metal 
has been heated to a very high temperature) He held the metal in the flame until it 
became white hot.uncomfortably hot The sweater made her feel uncomfortably 

hot.unbearably/oppressively hot (=so hot that it is very uncomfortable) The office 
gets unbearably hot in summer.VERBSbe/feel hot I was hot and tired after the 
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journey. | The wine made her feel hot.become/get hot The water gets hot very 

quickly.keep sth hot The flask will keep the tea hot.serve sth (while it is) hot Serve 
the soup hot with fresh bread.PHRASEShot and cold The bar serves hot and cold 

food. Hot is also used about food that is very spicy: I like a  

nice hot curry. THESAURUS: 

hotwarmweather | climate | day | evening | summer | water | air | wind | clot

hes | bed | fire | beda little hot, especially in a way that seems pleasant:People come 

to the coast to relax in the warm weather. | Florida is full of British people who are 

attracted by the warm climate. | Scrub your hands with soap and warm water. | I was  

looking forward to being in a nice warm bed. | It’s lovely and warm in here. | He 

moved his legs in order to try to keep warm.boiling spokenvery hot:It’s boiling in my 

office. | You must be absolutely boiling in that sweater! Boiling is not usually used  

before a noun. You use boiling hot before a noun: a boiling  

hot day. scorchingheat | sun | weather | day | summer | desertextremely hot,  

especially because the sun is shining very strongly:The local people are accustomed to 

the scorching heat of the desert. | They walked in the scorching sun for several  

hours. | When we got to Spain, the weather was scorching. | It was a scorching day in  

August. | It looks like being another scorching  

summer.humidweather | climate | conditions | air | atmosphere | night | day | 

morning | summerhot and with a lot of moisture in the air:The weather becomes 

very humid during the rainy season . | Southern India has a very humid  

climate. | The humid air from the Arabian Sea rolls in at night. | The night was hot  

and humid, and she was unable to sleep. | Hong Kong gets very humid at this time of  

year.feverishfeeling very hot because you are ill:His head ached and he felt  

feverish. Feverish is not usually used before a noun.Another way of saying that  

something is hotYou can also say that a room, car etc is like an oven: It’s like an  

oven in here.If part of your body feels very hot and painful, you say that it  

is burning: His forehead was burning. I had a burning sensation in my  

mouth. ANTONYMS → cold1 

hotel /həʊˈtel $ hoʊ-/ noun  a building where people pay to stay and eat 

mealsVERBSstay at/in a hotel We stayed at a hotel near the airport.check into a 
hotel also book into a hotel BrE He checked into the hotel a little after 2 p.m.check 
out of a hotel (=leave a hotel) We packed and checked out of the hotel.book a 

hotel BrE (=arrange to stay in it) Have you booked the hotel yet?run/manage a 
hotel They run a small hotel in Cornwall.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + hotela two-star/five-
star etc hotel (=a hotel that has been given a particular rating) On our honeymoon, 
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we stayed in a four-star hotel in Paris.a luxury hotel (=an expensive and comfortable 

hotel) He took her to a luxury hotel in central London.a comfortable hotel The Beau 
Rivage is a comfortable hotel on the lakeside.a boutique hotel (=a small expensive 

hotel which is decorated in an attractive and unusual style) ‘La Maison’ is reputedly 
Rio’s first boutique hotel.a budget hotel (=with rooms at low prices) The chain now 
has 200 budget hotels in Europe.a country hotel (=a hotel in the countryside) They 

chose a quiet country hotel for their honeymoon.a city centre hotel BrE a downtown 
hotel AmE He rents a suite in a downtown hotel.a family-run hotel BrE (=one owned 
and run by a family and not a company) It’s a family-run hotel with a relaxed 

atmosphere.hotel + NOUNSa hotel room She was watching TV in her hotel room.a 
hotel suite (=a set of rooms in a hotel) The singer was staying in a luxury hotel 
suite.hotel accommodation BrE hotel accommodations AmE (=rooms in a 

hotel) The price includes hotel accommodation.a hotel guest Hotel guests have free 
use of the gym and pool.the hotel manager/receptionist/porter Speak to the hotel 
manager if you are not happy with your room.the hotel restaurant/bar/gym The 

hotel bar was empty.the hotel reception/lobby She waited for him in the hotel 
lobby.the hotel industry Workers in the hotel industry are often paid low wages.a 
hotel chain/group (=a group of hotels owned by the same company) The building has 

been bought by the Hilton Hotels chain.the hotel bill He paid the hotel bill by credit 

card.PREPOSITIONSat/in a hotel I’ll meet you at the hotel.THESAURUS: 

hotelmotela hotel for people travelling by car, usually with a place for the car near  

each room:The Palm Court Motel is on Highway 23.inna small hotel, especially an old  

one in the countryside. Also used in the names of some big modern hotels:We stayed 

at an 18th-century country inn. | the Holiday Innbed and breakfast also B & Ba 

private house or small hotel, where you can sleep and have breakfast:There’s a nice  

bed and breakfast in the village. | I’ve got a list of bed and breakfasts from the tourist  

information centre.guesthousea private house where people can pay to stay and have  

meals:We stayed in a well-run guesthouse near the sea.hostel/youth hostela very  

cheap hotel where people can stay for a short time while they are 

travelling. Hostels are used especially by young people:New Zealand has a network of  

small hostels, ideal for backpackers.  

hour /aʊə $ aʊr/ noun [C]  a unit for measuring time. There are 60 minutes in 

one hour, and 24 hours in one dayPHRASEShalf an hour also a half hour (=30 
minutes) I’ll meet you in half an hour.(a) quarter of an hour (=15 minutes) She was 
only gone for about a quarter of an hour.three quarters of an hour (=45 

minutes) The journey takes three quarters of an hour.miles/kilometres an 
hour (=used in speeds) The speed limit is 65 miles an hour.£10/$7 etc an 

hour (=used to say how much someone is paid or something costs) I earn £5 an 
hour babysitting.an hour’s walk/drive etc Frankfurt is about three hours’ 
drive away.an hour’s/six hours’ etc work (=that took you an hour, six hours etc to 

do) I did two hours’ work before breakfast.ADVERBSan hour/two hours etc later An 
hour later she arrived home.an hour/two hours etc earlier/before I had just seen 
him a few hours earlier.an hour/two hours etc ago He left an hour ago.VERBSsth 

takes an hour also it takes an hour to do sth It took about three hours to paint the 
whole wall.spend an hour I spent an hour reading.last (for) an hour The 
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meeting lasted almost two hours.an hour goes by/passes Six hours had passed since 

he left, and I was starting to get worried.PREPOSITIONSfor an hour/for two hours 
etc I study for an hour every evening.in an hour/in two hours etc (=one hour etc 

from now) We’ll have to leave in an hour.within an hour/within two hours 
etc (=before one hour etc has passed) I should be back within an hour.over an 
hour/over two hours etc (=more than an hour etc) It took us over three hours to get 

there.under an hour/under two hours etc (=less than an hour etc) You can be in 
Amsterdam in under an hour.an hour/two hours etc of sth After ten hours of work, I 
was very tired.by the hour (=according to the number of hours) You can hire a boat 

for a whole day or by the hour.within hours of sth (=very soon after something else 
happened) Her bag was stolen within hours of her arrival 

house /haʊs/ noun  a building that someone lives inADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ housea small/big/huge etc house They live in a huge house in London. | There 

was a row of small houses.a beautiful/nice/lovely house Her family has a beautiful 
house overlooking the bay.a three-bedroom/four-bedroom etc house A four-
bedroom house in this area costs around £350,000.a semi-detached 

house BrE (=one that is joined to another house on one side) It was a semi-detached 
house with a very small garden.a detached house BrE (=that is not joined to other 

houses) Fontaine lives in a large detached house.a terraced house BrE a row 
house AmE (=joined to other houses on two sides) They lived with their four children 
in an old row house.a country house (=a very large house in the countryside) After 

the war, many big country houses had to be sold because the owners could not afford 
to maintain them.a council house BrE (=one owned by a local council that people can 
rent cheaply) There are not enough council houses available for people to live in.a 

derelict house (=that no one lives in and is in very bad condition) Some derelict 
houses in our street are being knocked down.a private house (=one that is owned by 
someone) It was a residential neighborhood of private houses.a rented house (=one 

owned by someone who rents it to people) She shares a rented house with three other 
students.a Georgian/Victorian/Edwardian etc house (=built during the reign of a 
particular king or queen) They live in a lovely old Edwardian house with high 

ceilings.VERBSlive in a house The star lives in a big house in Hollywood.buy a 
house We bought this house when Liam was just a baby.rent a house (=pay rent to 
live in it) They decided to rent a house in the suburbs.sell a house We decided to sell 

the house and move back to Seattle.move into/out of a house We’re moving into our 
new house next week.build a house The family is building a house on land overlooking 
Galway Bay.put up houses (=build houses, especially quickly) I think they’ve ruined 

the village by putting up these new houses.decorate a house (=put paint or wallpaper 
on the inside walls of a house) The couple are busy decorating their new house.do up a 
house informal (=decorate it) We’ve been doing up the house bit by bit since we first 

moved in.renovate a house (=repair a house so that it is in good condition again) He 
makes money by renovating old houses and selling them.house + NOUNShouse 
prices House prices have tripled over the last ten years.house hunting (=the activity 

of looking at houses that you might buy) Have you had any success with your house 
hunting?a house purchase A solicitor can help you with the legal aspects of a house 
purchase.PHRASESput a house on the market (=make it available for people to 

buy) They got divorced and put their house on the market.THESAURUS: 

housecottagea small house in the country – used especially about houses in the 
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UK:They have a cottage in the country which they use mainly at weekends. | a 

beautiful old thatched cottage (=with a roof made of straw)townhouseone of a row of  

houses that are joined together. In British English, townhouse is often used about a  

large and impressive house in a fashionable area of a city:She lives in an 18th-century  

townhouse in Bath.bungalowa small house that is all on one level:Bungalows are good  

for old people because you do not have any stairs.country housea large house in the 

countryside, especially one that is of historical interest:The hotel was originally an  

Edwardian country house.mansiona very large house:The star has a mansion in  

Beverly Hills.ranch house AmEa long narrow house that is all on one level:a California  

ranch houseduplex AmEa house that is divided into two separate homesAN 

APARTMENTapartment especially AmE flat BrEa set of rooms where someone lives  

that is part of a house or bigger building. In British English, people usually  

say flat. Apartment is used about large and expensive flats, or in advertisements:His  

apartment is on the eighth floor. | In London, I shared a flat with some other  

students.condominium also condo informal AmEone apartment in a building with  

several apartments, owned by the people who live in them:a 10-unit condominium 

complexA GROUP OF HOUSESdevelopmenta group of new houses or other buildings  

that are all planned and built together on the same piece of land:They are planning to  

build another development just up the road. | The site is to be used for a housing  

development.estate BrEan area where a large group of houses have all been built  

together at the same time:They want to dig up the countryside outside the town and 

turn it into a big new housing estate. | She grew up on a council estate in Leeds (=an 

area of houses built by the local authorities for people to live in, usually at a low rent).  

household /ˈhaʊshəʊld $ -hoʊld/ noun  all the people who live in a house, 

considered as a groupADJECTIVESthe average household The average 
household throws away 3 kg of waste paper every week.the whole household The 
whole household was asleep.a poor/low-income household Low-income 

households are less likely to have the internet.a wealthy household Wealthy 
households tend to eat healthier food.a private household Most elderly people still 
live in private households.a domestic household (=people in a house – used when 

comparing this to a factory or an office) Domestic households use a lot of gas and 
electricity.a single-person/four-person etc household The typical four-person 
household spends $200 a week on food.the royal household He worked as doctor in 

the royal household.household + NOUNShousehold goods/products The cost 
of household goods keeps going up. | These chemicals are found in many household 
products.the household chores/duties (=the things that needs doing in a house, 

such as cleaning or washing clothes) Her husband helps her with the household 
chores.household waste 60% of the city’s household waste is now 
recycled.household expenditure/expenses (=the money that people in a house 

spend) Food is one of the biggest items of household expenditure.a household 
bill Household bills increased by an average of 12%.household income The changes 
will only affect people with a household income of over £50,000 a year.the household 
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budget The woman controls the household budget.a household appliance formal (=a 

machine such as a fridge or a cooker) The store sells household appliances and other 
electrical goods.household size Average household size decreased from 3.09 people in 

1961 to 2.55 in 1987.VERBSrun/maintain a household Her daughter helped her 
to maintain the household.PHRASESthe head of the household Traditionally, the man 
is the head of the household.a member of a household Different members 

of the household do different jobs around the house. 

housework /ˈhaʊswɜːk $ -wɜːrk/ noun  work that you do to take care of a 

house, for example washing, cleaning etcVERBSdo the housework Women usually do 
the housework.help sb with the housework Her husband sometimes helps her with 

the housework.share the housework We share the housework – I do the cleaning and 
he washes the dishes.ADJECTIVESlight housework (= which does not need much 
physical effort) The job involves some light housework such as ironing 

clothes.PHRASESdo your (fair) share of the housework She always does her fair 

share of the housework. Housework or homework?Don’t  

confuse housework (=cleaning, washing etc) and homework (=essays and other  

work that a teacher gives you).  

housing /ˈhaʊzɪŋ/ noun  places for people to liveADJECTIVEScheap housing It 

is difficult to find cheap housing in the centre of the city.affordable/low-cost 
housing (=not too expensive for people) There is a shortage of affordable housing in 

the area.rented housing Rented housing is often in poor condition.poor/bad 
housing Poor housing is a problem in many of our cities.good/decent/adequate 
housing There is not enough good housing available.temporary/permanent 

housing The family is having to live in temporary housing while their house is being 
repaired.public housing/social housing also council housing BrE (=provided by the 
government) 84 percent of the city’s population live in public housing.private 

housing A lot of people cannot afford to live in private housing.sheltered 
housing BrE (=where help is provided for people who cannot do things for 
themselves) Older people can live in sheltered housing provided by local 

authorities.subsidized housing (=for which the government or a company pays part 
of the cost) Subsidized housing is provided for factory workers.VERBSprovide housing 
for sb The project has provided housing for local people in low-paid 

employment.housing + NOUNSthe housing market (=the business of buying and 
selling houses) The housing market is in deep trouble.housing conditions The people 
live in very poor housing conditions.a housing shortage/a shortage of 

housing There is a shortage of housing for young families.a housing estate BrE a 
housing project AmE (=a large group of houses that have been built together, 
especially one built by the government for people on low incomes) She grew up on a 

rough housing estate in South London.a housing development/scheme (=a group of 
houses that are built together at the same time in the same place) There are plans to 
build a big housing development outside the city.a housing association (=an 

organization formed by a group of people working together to build or buy homes for 
themselves)Housing associations attempt to provide housing at fair rents.the housing 
authority/committee/department (=a government organization that provides 

money for housing) The housing authority has provided grants worth £3.6 million for 
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new housing in Dundee.housing benefit BrE (=money from the government to help 

people pay their rent) You can get more information about the housing benefit scheme 
from your local authority.the government’s housing policy There has been much 

criticism of the government's housing policy.housing costs Housing costs have risen 
steeply over the past year.the housing crisis The current housing crisis is more 
serious than ever.the housing stock (=the number of houses available for people to 

live in) The proportion of the housing stock owned by local authorities was 13 percent. 

hug1 /hʌɡ/ verb  to put your arms around someone and hold them tightly to 

show love or friendshipADVERBShug sb tightly She hugged her daughter tightly and 
said goodbye.hug sb close (=hug someone tightly) Sarah kissed him and hugged him 

close.THESAURUS: hugembraceto put your arms around someone and hold him 

or her in a caring way. Embrace is more formal than hug:Jason warmly embraced his  

son. | The two leaders embraced each other.cuddleto put your arms around someone 

or something as a sign of love, especially a child or a small animal:She sat on a chair,  

cuddling her daughter. | He cuddled the puppy.put your arms around sbto hold  

someone closely to your body, especially to comfort them or show that you love 

them:The woman put her arms around the sobbing boy.cradle especially literaryto  

hold someone very gently in your arms, especially a baby:She cradled the little baby in  

her arms. | She cradled his head in her hands and kissed him on the forehead.  

hug2 /hʌg/ noun  the action of putting your arms around someone to show 

affectionVERBSgive sb a hug Mary gave him a friendly hug and got onto the 

train.ADJECTIVESa big hug She came over to him and gave him a big hug.a quick 
hug He gave her a quick hug and said goodbye. 

huge adjective  extremely bigNOUNSa huge amount/quantity There is a huge 

amount of work to be done.a huge number Huge numbers of people use the airport 
each year.a huge increase There has been a huge increase in the number of cars on 

our roads.a huge profit/loss/debt The company made a huge profit last year.a huge 
impact/effect The new technology will have a huge impact on people’s lives.a huge 
success The book was a huge success and sold millions of copies.a huge 

difference There is a huge difference between acting and 
directing.ADVERBSabsolutely huge The task ahead of them is absolutely huge.Don’t 

say very huge.THESAURUS: hugeenormousenormous means the same 

as huge, and can be used with the same collocations:The building cost an enormous  

amount of money. | Her books are enjoyed by an enormous number of people. | She 

gets enormous pleasure from her work. | The impact of his discovery was absolutely  

enormous.massivemassive means the same as huge and enormous, and can be 

used with the same collocations. It sounds a little more informal:There was a massive 

increase in food prices. | We need a massive investment in education. | The company 

is massive, operating in 150 countries. | They heard a massive explosion. When you  

use massive about objects and buildings, it has the feeling of being very solid or  

heavy: The castle is surrounded by a massive stone wall. a massive wooden  
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table giantgiant things are much bigger than other things of the same kind:There is a  

giant TV screen on the wall. | He works for a giant electronics corporation. Giant is  

often used about animals and plants: a giant snake a giant mushroomGiant is only  

used before a  

noun. vastamount | quantity | number | range | area | distance | majorityvast  

amounts, numbers, areas, or distances are extremely big:A vast amount of energy is  

wasted. | Sweet foods like ice cream contain vast quantities of sugar. | The gallery has  

a vast number of paintings. | They discussed a vast range of topics. | The fire spread 

over a vast area. | In those days planes could not fly vast distances and had to stop  

overnight. | The vast majority of children did not go to  

school.colossalstatue | amount | bill | mistake | wastea colossal object or amount  

is extremely big. A colossal mistake is a very serious. Colossal sounds even bigger  

than huge:In the middle of the square there is a colossal statue. | There is still a  

colossal amount of work to be done. | She received a colossal phone bill. | The war was  

a colossal mistake. | The project was a colossal waste of  

money.giganticcreature | snake | wave | proportions | scaleextremely big and 

very frightening or worrying. Gigantic sounds even bigger than huge:The earth was  

once inhabited by strange gigantic creatures. | The rocks looked like some kind of  

gigantic snake. | Gigantic waves crashed onto the beach. | The debt has now increased  

to gigantic proportions. | This is corruption on a gigantic  

scale.immensesatisfaction | pleasure | respect | relief | importance | value | po

wer | problems | difficulties | amountimmense feelings are very  

strong. Immense is also used about something that is very important or serious:Her  

job gives her immense satisfaction. | She found immense pleasure in books and 

wanted her grandchildren to share that joy. | I have immense respect for him as an  

artist. | I felt immense relief when I found that I had passed my exam. | The forest is  

of immense importance because of its wildlife. | The course was of immense value to  

her. | Advertising has immense power to persuade people. | The country faces  

immense economic problems. | There are immense difficulties to be overcome. | The 

book contains an immense amount of information about  

China.tremendouschange | opportunity | impact | difference | pressure | effort 

| amount | respect | achievementhaving an extremely big effect. You also 

use tremendous when you think someone or something is very impressive:There 

have been some tremendous changes in our society. | We have a tremendous  

opportunity now to help our fellow citizens. | My parents had a tremendous impact on  

me. | The money will make a tremendous difference to her life. | She has been under  

tremendous pressure all year. | There has been a tremendous effort from every  
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member of the team. | The organization does a tremendous amount of good work. | I  

have tremendous respect for him as a scientist. | Four Olympic gold medals is a  

tremendous  

achievement.monumentaltask | effort | struggle | mistake | error | moment | si

gnificanceneeding a very large amount of effort, or very serious or  

important. Monumental sounds even bigger than huge:Clearing up all the mess will  

be a monumental task. | Winning the game required a monumental effort. | There was  

a monumental struggle for power. | Releasing the terrorists was a monumental  

mistake. | He admitted later that it was a monumental error. | It was a monumental  

moment when Obama became president. | The changes are of monumental  

significance, because they will affect the whole future of the country.mega-

megastore | megacity | megacorporation | megastarused as a prefix, in the 

names of very big or important things:Huge megastores have been built on the edge of  

town. | Millions of people are living in megacities in Latin America. | The trade in coffee  

is controlled by American megacorporations. | The singer is now a megastar (=she is  

very famous).whopping informalused before a number, when you want to emphasize 

that it is extremely big:He lost a whopping 23 kilos. | The film cost a whopping $200 

million to make.ginormous informalextremely big:Their house is absolutely  

ginormous. | There was a ginormous explosion. Ginormous is a combination  

of giant and enormous. It is very informal and is used in spoken English.  

human1 /ˈhjuːmən/ adjective  belonging to or relating to people, especially as 

opposed to machines or animalsNOUNSthe human body The diagram shows all the 
organs in the human body.the human mind/brain Distances in space are too great 

for the human mind to comprehend.human life I believe that all human life is 
precious.the human race (=all people as a group) We are all members of the human 
race.human rights (=basic rights that all people should have) It is important to 

respect the prisoners' basic human rights.with the human eye (=used when talking 
about what people can or cannot see) These creatures are too small for the human 
eye to see. | Within minutes the human eye becomes accustomed to the dark.human 

error (=a mistake made by a person) Investigators concluded that the crash was 
caused by human error.human health Toxic waste is a risk to human health and the 
environment.human behaviour BrE human behavior AmE We study aspects 

of human behaviour that result from our social upbringing.human activity Our 
research measured the impact of human activity on this particular eco-system.human 
relationships Trust is an essential ingredient in all human relationships.the human 

spirit The film is about the triumph of the human spirit.human society In 
every human society there is a struggle for power.the human population The UN 
estimates that the human population will reach 9.1 billion by 2050.human needs Food, 

water, and shelter are basic human needs.human remains (=the body of someone 
who has died) The police found human remains in the basement.PHRASESfit for 
human consumption/habitation (=suitable to be eaten or lived in by people) This 

meat is not fit for human consumption. 
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human2 also human being /ˈhjuːmən/ noun  a person. Human is often used 

when comparing people with animals or computers: Humans still have some 
advantages compared to computers. It was thought that the disease could not be 
passed to human beings. The monkeys show no fear of humans. 

humdrum adjective  THESAURUS > boring 

humid adjective  THESAURUS > damp (1), hot 

humiliating /hjuːˈmɪlieɪtɪŋ/ adjective  THESAURUS > embarrassing 

humorous adjective  THESAURUS > funny (1) 

humour BrE humor AmE /ˈhjuːmə $ ˈhjuːmər, ˈjuː-/ noun  the quality of being 

funny or being able to find things funnyPHRASESa sense of humour (=the ability to 
make people laugh, or to laugh at funny things) I’m afraid my dad doesn’t have a very 

good sense of humour.sb’s brand of humour (=the type of jokes etc that a particular 
person likes or tells) His brand of humour is not enjoyed by everyone.a 
flash/trace/touch of humour (=a very small amount) She replied with a rare flash 

of humour.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + humourgentle/subtle humour His novels are full 
of gentle humor.black/dark humour (=about unpleasant things such as death) The 
film is a light comedy but there are moments of black humour.dry/deadpan 

humour (=in which someone appears to be serious but is really being 
funny) Sometimes people don’t understand his deadpan humour.wry 
humour (=making something seem both funny and sad) He wrote with wry 

humour about his time in prison.sly humour (=clever and not obvious) The film has a 
political message beneath its sly humour.self-deprecating humour (=in which you 
criticize or make fun of yourself) Her self-deprecating humour made the audience howl 

with laughter.schoolboy humour (=jokes etc that are silly and rude but not 
offensive) The show is full of schoolboy humour.gallows humour (=jokes etc which 
make very unpleasant things seem funny) People working in hospitals often have a kind 

of gallows humor.VERBSsee/appreciate the humour (=understand that something is 
funny) I was covered in mud, but I could still see the humour in the situation. 

hunger /ˈhʌŋɡə $ -ər/ noun  1. lack of food, especially for a long period of time, 

that can cause illness or deathVERBSdie from/of hunger Thousands of people 
are dying from hunger every day.suffer from hunger He experienced a hard life in the 
desert, suffering from hunger, thirst, and loneliness.fight hunger The organization 

aims to fight hunger, poverty, and disease.end hunger She claims it is possible to end 
hunger, if governments seriously want to do so.alleviate hunger formal (=make the 
problem of hunger less serious) Billions of dollars have been spent on alleviating 

hunger in Africa.satisfy sb’s hunger (=stop someone feeling hungry) Sugary foods 
are high in calories and do not satisfy your hunger for long.Don’t say I have 
hunger. Say I’m hungry.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + hungerwidespread hunger (=in many 

parts of an area) Harvest failures brought widespread hunger and rioting.hunger + 

NOUNSa hunger strike (=refusal to eat food as a protest, especially by a prisoner) He 
was on a hunger strike in prison.a hunger striker (=someone, especially a prisoner, 

who protests by refusing to eat food) The health of the hunger strikers is becoming 
worse.hunger pangs (=sudden feelings of hunger) I was getting hunger pangs and my 
stomach was rumbling.PHRASESbe weak from hunger I hadn’t eaten for two days and 

was weak from hunger.2. a feeling of wanting something very 
muchADJECTIVESinsatiable hunger (=when people seem to want more and more of 
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something) People have an insatiable hunger for stories about the private lives of the 

rich and famous.real/genuine hunger There is a genuine hunger for reform in the 
country.VERBSsatisfy sb’s hunger (=give someone the things they want) These 

industries exist to satisfy the world’s hunger for consumer products.PREPOSITIONSa 
hunger for sth He read every book he could get in his hunger for knowledge. 

hungry /ˈhʌŋɡri/ adjective  1. wanting to eat something, or ill because of lack of 

foodVERBSbe/feel hungry I'm hungry – can we stop for a meal?get 

hungry (=become hungry) If you get hungry, there’s some salad in the fridge.go 
hungry (=not get anything to eat) Life was not easy and we often went 
hungry.ADVERBSalways/constantly hungry We were always hungry in 

wartime.desperately hungry The people are desperately hungry and they need our 
help.NOUNShungry children/people Each week, 210,000 hungry people die from lack 

of food.THESAURUS: hungryWANTING TO  

EATstarving/ravenous /ˈrævənəs/ also starved AmE spokenvery hungry and wanting  

to eat as soon as possible:I missed lunch and I’m absolutely starving. | Sam’s always  

ravenous when he gets home from school.famishedvery hungry. Famished is less  

common and sounds a little more formal than starving or ravenous:Everyone was  

famished by the time they reached the hotel.peckish BrE informala little  

hungry:I’m feeling a bit peckish. What’s in the fridge?I could eat a  

horse! spokenused to say that you are very hungry:“Are you hungry?” “Yeah, I could  

eat a horse.”ILL BECAUSE OF LACK OF FOODstarvingnot having had enough food for a  

long time and likely to die soon without food:Because of the drought, millions of people  

were starving. | the starving refugees from the warmalnourished formalunhealthy  

and thin because you have not had the right kinds of food over a long period of  

time:According to the report, one fifth of the world’s population are 

malnourished. | malnourished infants2. wanting something very much GrammarIn  

this meaning, you usually say hungry for sth. PHRASEShungry for 

success/victory/power/profit He has been training hard and is hungry for 

success.hungry for news/information/knowledge The media are hungry for 
news about the royal family.hungry for love/affection The little boy was hungry for 
love.hungry for justice/revenge The team will be hungry for revenge on Saturday. 

hunk /hʌŋk/ noun  THESAURUS > piece 

hunky adjective  THESAURUS > strong (1) 

hurricane noun  THESAURUS > wind 

hurry1 /ˈhʌri $ ˈhɜːri/ verb  to do something or go somewhere more quickly than 

usual, especially because there is not much time GrammarHurry is often used with  

an infinitive: They were hurrying to catch their train. PHRASEShurry up! (=used when 

telling someone to hurry) Hurry up! We'll miss our flight!there is no need to 

hurry There’s no need to hurry. We’ve got plenty of time.we will have to 
hurry We’ll have to hurry, otherwise we’ll miss the start of the movie.if we hurry... If 
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we hurry, we’ll get there in time.PREPOSITIONS/ADVERBShurry up/down/along 

sth She hurried down the corridor as fast as she could.hurry after sb John hurried 
after his girlfriend.hurry back I hurried back home to find out what had 

happened.NOUNShurry a meal/your lunch etc I hate having to hurry a 

meal.THESAURUS: hurryrushto go somewhere very quickly, or to do something  

too quickly and without thinking carefully enough:Everyone rushed out into the street  

to see what was happening. | Try to answer the questions calmly, without rushing. | A 

police car rushed past.dashto go somewhere very quickly, especially because there is  

something important or urgent you must do:I’ve got to dash to the shops to get some 

more milk. | She had to dash off and get the kids from school. | I must dash - see you 

this evening.in a hurry/in a rushdoing something quickly because you do not have 

much time, usually with the result that you make mistakes:She had left in a hurry, and  

forgotten her passport. | I was in such a rush that I didn't have time to say goodbye to  

everyone.get a move on/get moving informalto start to do something or go 

somewhere more quickly than before:Get a move on – it’s already 8 o’clock! | I  

think we’d better get moving, it’s only five minutes to boarding time.get 

cracking informalto start working quickly:It’s time you got cracking with your  

homework. | We'd better get cracking - it's almost 10 o'clock.  

hurry2 /ˈhʌri $ ˈhɜːri/ noun [U]  if you are in a hurry, you want to go somewhere 

or do something quickly GrammarThe noun hurry is usually used in the phrase be in  

a hurry. ADVERBSbe in a big/great hurry She was in a big hurry to get home.be in 

a terrible/frightful/desperate hurry I can’t talk to you now – I’m in a terrible 
hurry.be in no hurry “Take your time – we’re in no hurry.” 

hurt1 /hɜːt $ hɜːrt/ verb  1. to injure yourself or someone elseADVERBShurt 

sb/sth badly Luckily, nobody was badly hurt in the accident.seriously/severely hurt 
sb/yourself A fall like that could kill or seriously hurt 

someone.intentionally/deliberately hurt sb I would never intentionally hurt 
anyone.NOUNShurt your leg/arm/finger/back etc Ouch! I think I’ve hurt my 

back.hurt yourself She hurt herself when she fell over.THESAURUS: 

hurtinjureto hurt yourself quite severely, or to be hurt in an accident or fighting:One 

of our players has injured his leg, and won't be able to play for several months. | Four  

people have been seriously injured on the Arizona highway.woundto deliberately hurt  

someone using a weapon such as a knife or gun:The gunmen shot and killed twelve 

people and wounded three others.maimto hurt someone very severely, especially so 

that they lose an arm, leg etc, often as the result of an explosion:In countries where 

there are landmines, people are killed and maimed daily.breakto hurt a part of your  

body by breaking a bone in it:The X-ray showed that I had broken my wrist.bruiseto  

hurt a part of your body when you fall on it or hit it, causing a dark mark to appear on  

your skin:Cathy fell off her bike and bruised her legs badly.sprain/twistto hurt your  
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ankle, wrist etc by suddenly twisting it while you are moving:I jumped down from the 

wall and landed awkwardly, spraining my ankle.strain/pullto hurt one of your muscles  

by stretching it or using it too much:When you are lifting heavy loads, be careful not to  

strain a back muscle.dislocateto damage a joint in your body in a way that moves the 

two parts of the joint out of their normal position:Our best batsman dislocated his  

shoulder during training.2. if part of your body hurts, it feels painfulADVERBShurt a 

lot If your stomach hurts a lot, see a doctor.really hurt My ankle really hurts when I 
walk.hurt badly His head was hurting quite badly, and he wanted to lie down.hurt like 
hell informal (=very very much) It was only a little knock, but it hurt like 

hell.PHRASESit hurts when/if (=it feels painful) It hurts when I lift up my 

arm.THESAURUS: hurtacheto hurt with a continuous pain:We had been walking  

all day and my legs were really aching.throbto feel a bad pain that comes and goes  

again in a regular and continuous way:Lou had a terrible headache and his whole head 

seemed to be throbbing.stingto feel a sharp pain, or to make someone feel this,  

especially in your eyes, throat, or skin:My throat stings every time I swallow. | This  

injection may sting a little.smartto hurt with a sudden sharp pain – used especially  

about your eyes, or your skin where something has hit you:Her eyes were smarting  

from the thick smoke. | Jackson’s face was still smarting from the punch.burnto feel  

very hot and painful or uncomfortable:Be careful because this chemical will make your  

skin burn. | His eyes were burning because of the gas.sth is killing me informalused 

when something feels very painful:My legs are killing me. | These shoes are killing  

me. You can also say that someone has a bad back, when their back feels  

painful: He’s off work with a bad back.  

hurt2 /hɜːt $ hɜːrt/ adjective  1. suffering pain or injuryADVERBSbadly/seriously 

hurt Fortunately, no one was seriously hurt.slightly hurt A driver was slightly 
hurt after two cars collided.VERBSget hurt Sometimes players get hurt in 

training.2. upset because someone has done something unkind or 
unfairADVERBSdeeply hurt She was deeply hurt that Gabriel no longer loved 

her.terribly hurt My mother would be terribly hurt if I didn’t call and see her when I 
was in London.slightly hurt He felt slightly hurt that Ella had forgotten his 
birthday.easily hurt Be careful what you say to her – she’s very easily hurt.VERBSget 

hurt Some people don’t want a serious relationship because they fear getting hurt.feel 
hurt I felt hurt that he had not bothered to call me.look hurt He looked hurt when she 
didn’t join him.sound hurt “Don’t you like it?” he asked, sounding hurt.NOUNShurt 

feelings David bravely hid his hurt feelings.hurt pride It was hurt pride that made me 
behave so coldly towards you.a hurt look/expression He saw Tom standing at the 
door with a hurt look.a hurt voice “Why don’t you want me to come?” she asked in 

a hurt voice. 

hurtful adjective  THESAURUS > unkind 

husband /ˈhʌzbənd/ noun  the man that a woman is married toADJECTIVESa 

good husband He’s a very good husband and father.a devoted/loving husband Paul 
was a devoted husband and he often bought her gifts.sb’s first/second/third etc 
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husband Stuart is her second husband.sb’s new husband She and her new 

husband bought a house in the country.sb’s ex-husband also sb’s former 
husband formal My children live with my ex-husband.sb’s future husband I met 

my future husband when we worked together.sb’s late husband (=someone’s 
husband who is now dead) Her late husband had been a police officer.sb’s estranged 
husband formal (=someone’s husband that they no longer live with – used especially 

in newspapers) She and her estranged husband rarely speak.a common-law 
husband (=a man that a woman lives with like her husband, without them being 
officially married – used especially in newspapers) She has two children with 

her common-law husband.a faithful/unfaithful husband He had been a faithful 
husband. | Unfaithful husbands are often very good at telling lies.a jealous 
husband (=one who suspects his wife of being unfaithful) He had been threatened by 

a jealous husband.an abusive husband (=a husband who treats his wife in a cruel or 
violent way) A woman should be free to leave an abusive husband.VERBShave a 
husband She had a husband who loved her very much.find a husband Magazines 

used to give women advice on how to find a husband.meet your husband (=meet the 
man who will become your husband) I met my husband at university.leave your 
husband also walk out on your husband (=decide you do not want to live with your 

husband any longer) She left her husband after two years of marriage.lose your 
husband (=your husband dies) Jill lost her husband last year.be unfaithful to your 
husband also cheat on your husband informal (=have sex with a man who is not 

your husband) Carol had been cheating on her husband for several months.be 
divorced/separated from your husband Joanna is divorced 
from her husband.NOUNS + husbanda house husband (=a husband who does not have 

a paid job, but cleans the house and looks after the children while his wife works) More 
and more men are becoming house husbands.PHRASEShusband and wife It is a small 
company that is run by husband and wife. 

husky /ˈhʌski/ adjective  THESAURUS > low (3) 

hygiene noun  the practice of keeping yourself clean and the things around you 

clean, in order to prevent the spread of diseaseADJECTIVES/NOUNS + hygienepersonal 
hygiene A healthy lifestyle includes having a nutritious diet and good personal 
hygiene.good/proper hygiene Schools should have policies to ensure good hygiene in 

kitchen areas.bad/poor/inadequate hygiene Poor hygiene leads to the spread of 
disease.basic hygiene A lack of basic hygiene causes a wide range of illnesses.food 
hygiene Anybody who handles food as part of their job must be trained in food 

hygiene.oral hygiene (=keeping your mouth and teeth clean) Dentists are urging 
parents to encourage their children to adopt good oral hygiene habits from a very 
young age.dental hygiene (=keeping your teeth clean) Though we all know the 

importance of dental hygiene, it is still the case that many of us fail to take care of our 
teeth properly.hygiene + NOUNShygiene standards Food factories must meet 
strict hygiene standards.hygiene practices Poor hygiene practices in a restaurant can 

risk the health of customers. 

hygienic adjective  THESAURUS > clean1 (1) 

hyperactive adjective  THESAURUS > energetic 

hypothesis AC /haɪˈpɒθəsəs, haɪˈpɒθəsɪs $ -ˈpɑː-/ noun (plural hypotheses /-

siːz/)  an idea that is suggested as an explanation for something, but that has not 

yet been proved to be trueVERBStest/examine a hypothesis He set up an 
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experiment to test his hypothesis.support a hypothesis also be consistent with a 

hypothesis formal The test results supported her hypothesis.put forward a 
hypothesis also propose a hypothesis formal This hypothesis was first put 

forward by Einstein in the early 20th century.be based on a hypothesis The theory 
is based on the hypothesis that man first appeared in Africa more than 100,000 years 
ago.develop/form a hypothesis also formulate a 

hypothesis formal Researchers developed the hypothesis that there was a link 
between diet and blood pressure.prove/confirm a hypothesis There is no way 
of proving this hypothesis.accept/reject a hypothesis Most 

scientists accept the hypothesis that the universe began between 10 and 20 billion 
years ago.a hypothesis explains sth The hypothesis explains the observed 
facts.ADJECTIVESa working hypothesis (=a hypothesis that can be used now, but you 

may have to change later) He developed a working hypothesis.an alternative 
hypothesis No one has been able to suggest an alternative hypothesis.a plausible 
hypothesis (=one that can be believed) I have yet to see a plausible hypothesis which 

can explain why this happens.PREPOSITIONSa hypothesis about sth His research 
tests a hypothesis about a possible cause of the disease. 

hypothesis AC /haɪˈpɒθəsəs, haɪˈpɒθəsɪs $ -ˈpɑː-/ noun (plural hypotheses /-

siːz/)  an idea that is suggested as an explanation for something, but that has not 

yet been proved to be trueVERBStest/examine a hypothesis He set up an 
experiment to test his hypothesis.support a hypothesis also be consistent with a 

hypothesis formal The test results supported her hypothesis.put forward a 
hypothesis also propose a hypothesis formal This hypothesis was first put 
forward by Einstein in the early 20th century.be based on a hypothesis The theory 

is based on the hypothesis that man first appeared in Africa more than 100,000 years 
ago.develop/form a hypothesis also formulate a 
hypothesis formal Researchers developed the hypothesis that there was a link 

between diet and blood pressure.prove/confirm a hypothesis There is no way 
of proving this hypothesis.accept/reject a hypothesis Most 
scientists accept the hypothesis that the universe began between 10 and 20 billion 

years ago.a hypothesis explains sth The hypothesis explains the observed 
facts.ADJECTIVESa working hypothesis (=a hypothesis that can be used now, but you 
may have to change later) He developed a working hypothesis.an alternative 

hypothesis No one has been able to suggest an alternative hypothesis.a plausible 
hypothesis (=one that can be believed) I have yet to see a plausible hypothesis which 
can explain why this happens.PREPOSITIONSa hypothesis about sth His research 

tests a hypothesis about a possible cause of the disease. 

hypothetical /ˌhaɪpəˈθetɪkəl◂/ adjective  based on a situation that is not real, 

but that might happenADVERBSpurely hypothetical The question is purely 

hypothetical.NOUNSa hypothetical situation/scenario Imagine the hypothetical 
situation of going to live alone on an island. Which books would you take with you?a 
hypothetical question Let me ask a hypothetical question. What would you do if you 

saw a UFO?a hypothetical example/case He brought up a hypothetical case to make 
his point.a hypothetical problem The students were given a number of hypothetical 
problems to solve. 

hysteria noun  uncontrolled excitement or fearADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ hysteriamass/public hysteria (=among a lot of people) There was mass 
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hysteria when she died.anti-communist/anti-British etc hysteria During the 1950s, 

the US was gripped by anti-communist hysteria.media/press hysteria Much 
unnecessary anxiety about the disease has been caused by media hysteria.tabloid 

hysteria (=in newspapers that do not have serious news stories based on facts) There 
is a lot of tabloid hysteria about which foods are good or bad for 
you.VERBScreate/provoke hysteria The terrorists are trying to create hysteria and 

make people frightened to go to work.whip up hysteria (=encourage it) Extremists 
have been whipping up hysteria in the local community.border on/verge on 
hysteria (=be close to hysteria) He arrived in a state of excitement bordering on 

hysteria.PREPOSITIONShysteria about/over sth There is a lot of hysteria about bird 
flu at the moment.PHRASESbe in a state of hysteria Her family were in a state of 
hysteria because they did not know where she was.a mood/atmosphere/climate of 

hysteria The government was accused of creating a mood of hysteria about the crisis.a 
wave/tide/outbreak of hysteria A wave of hysteria about communism was 
sweeping the country.a fit of hysteria In a fit of hysteria, she blamed me for causing 

her father’s death.be on the verge/edge of hysteria (=be nearly hysterical) She was 
deeply upset and on the verge of hysteria. 

hysterical adjective  THESAURUS > funny (1) 

Letter I 
 

ice /aɪs/ noun  water that has frozenADJECTIVESthick ice Thick ice was 

preventing the ship from moving.thin ice The ice is too thin to skate on.black ice (=a 

thin layer of ice on a road, which is difficult to see) Black ice on the roads is making 
driving conditions very dangerous.crushed ice (=broken into small pieces, for example 
to add to a drink) Serve the cocktail with crushed ice.pack ice (=a mass of ice floating 

in the sea)polar ice Global warming directly causes the melting of polar ice.VERBSbe 
covered in ice Our driveway was covered in ice.ice melts The ice in my glass had 
begun to melt.ice forms Ice was forming on the surface of the lake.ice cracks We 

could feel the ice cracking beneath our feet.scrape the ice off sth He scraped the ice 
off the car windscreen.ice + NOUNSan ice cube (=a small square piece of ice that you 
add to a drink) She put a couple of ice cubes in her glass.ice crystals (=very small 

pieces of ice that form naturally) Ice crystals fall from the sky as snowflakes.an ice 
rink (=a specially prepared surface of ice where you can skate) The floor was as 
slippery as an ice rink.the ice cap (=an area of thick ice that permanently covers the 

North and South Poles) As the polar ice caps melt, sea levels will rise.an ice floe (=a 
large flat piece of ice that has broken off and is floating in the sea) We could see 
penguins standing on the ice floes.an ice sheet (=an area of thick ice covering 

land) Twenty thousand years ago, this area of land was covered by an ice 
sheet.PHRASESa block of ice The fish were packed in blocks of ice, ready for 

transportation.a sheet of ice A thin sheet of ice had formed over the surface of the 
pond.a lump of ice (=an irregular piece of ice) A lump of ice fell from the wing of a 
plane.a slab of ice (=a thick flat piece of ice) Huge slabs of ice drifted down the frozen 

river. A very large mass of ice floating in the sea is called an iceberg. A long thin  

pointed piece of ice that hangs from something is called an icicle. THESAURUS: 
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icefrosta thin coating of white powder-like ice that forms on the ground and plants, or  

the weather conditions in which this powder appears:There was frost on the 

ground. | Even in May we can sometimes get a late frost. | The leaves were covered in  

frost.hailstonesfrozen balls of ice which fall like rain from the sky:Giant hailstones  

flattened the crops.glaciera large mass of ice which moves slowly down a mountain  

valley:The glaciers are melting at an alarming rate. | the Kangshung Glacier  

ice cream / $ ˈ.., $ ˈ../ noun  a frozen sweet food made from milk, cream, 

sugar etcADJECTIVESchocolate/vanilla/strawberry etc ice cream I’d like 

some chocolate ice cream, please.ice cream + NOUNSan ice cream cone (=a tall thin 
container that you can eat, which contains ice cream) He was sitting on the beach 
eating an ice cream cone.an ice cream parlour BrE an ice cream parlor AmE (=a 

small restaurant that serves ice cream) She took the children to an ice cream parlour as 
a special treat.an ice cream van BrE The ice cream van was parked outside their 
house.an ice cream sundae (=a tall dish of ice cream with nuts, fruit, sauce etc) She 

was eating an ice cream sundae with marshmallows, nuts and bananas.PHRASESa 
scoop of ice cream I had two scoops of vanilla ice cream for dessert.a tub of ice 
cream The woman was eating from a big tub of ice cream. 

icy /ˈaɪsi/ adjective  THESAURUS > cold1 

idea /aɪˈdɪə/ noun  1. a plan or suggestion that someone thinks ofADJECTIVESa 

good/bad idea “Let’s have a party!” “Good idea!” | It’s a good idea to make copies of 

important documents. | Knocking down this wall was a really bad idea.a 
great/brilliant/excellent etc idea It sounds like a great idea to me!a nice 
idea It’s a nice idea, but I don’t think we have enough money.an interesting idea The 

idea sounded interesting, but I didn’t think it would work.a clever idea It seemed 
like a clever idea at the time.a simple idea His idea was simple but effective.a bright 
idea (=a very good idea – often used in a joking way to mean a stupid 

idea) Whose bright idea was it to build the school next to a busy road?a 
new/original/fresh idea The company is looking for people who can come up 
with fresh ideas for selling its products.a radical idea (=very new and different, so 

that people may not agree with it) He has some radical ideas about reforming the 
healthcare system.a stupid/silly/crazy etc idea The idea sounded crazy to me, and I 
told him so. | He had the crazy idea of hitchhiking around South America.a half-baked 

idea (=one that has not been carefully thought about) His speech was full of half-baked 
ideas about borrowing money to help to pay off the country’s debts.a big idea (=an 
idea for a big change, or for something new and important) The government has 

some big ideas for improving schools.the basic idea The basic idea is that freedom is 
not free and we must always work hard to protect it.the whole idea I think we should 
forget the whole idea and start again.VERBS + ideahave an idea He thought he would 

never be able to escape. Then he had an idea.come up with an idea (=think of an 
idea) Why don’t you ask Helen? She’s always coming up with interesting ideas.hit on 
an idea informal (=suddenly think of an idea) Then we hit on the idea of having the 

concert on the beach.conceive an idea formal (=first think of an 
idea) Edison conceived the idea of a machine that could record sounds.get an 
idea Martha got the idea from an article in a magazine.give sb an 

idea What gave you the idea for the book?toy with an idea (=think about doing 
something, but not very seriously) I’m toying with the idea of going back to 
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college.abandon/give up/forget an idea He abandoned the idea of studying 

medicine and decided to be an actor.reject/dismiss an idea The committee rejected 
the idea.develop an idea They helped him develop his business idea.suggest/float 

an idea The president even floated the idea of dividing the country in 
two.share/exchange ideas (=talk to each other about your ideas) It will be an 
opportunity for local business people to share ideas.bounce ideas off each 

other (=discuss each other’s ideas and think of good new ones) The students work in 
groups and bounce ideas off each other.brainstorm ideas (=get a group of people to 
all try and think of ideas) We had a meeting to brainstorm ideas for the new advertising 

campaign.idea + VERBSan idea comes to/occurs to sb (=someone suddenly thinks of 
an idea) The idea came to me while I was having a bath.NOUNS + ideaa business 
idea She has lots of good business ideas.a gift idea As Christmas approached, I was 

running out of gift ideas.recipe ideas The book contains recipe ideas for cooks in a 
hurry.PREPOSITIONSthe idea of (doing) sth Who first had the idea of preserving food 
in cans?the idea for sth The idea for the poem came from an experience he had while 

travelling.PHRASESbe full of ideas also be bursting with ideas (=have a lot of 
ideas) The children were enthusiastic and full of ideas.have the right idea (=be 
planning or doing something that will probably have a good result) He has the right 

idea, but how would it work in practice?THESAURUS: ideathoughtsomething that  

comes into your mind:The thought had entered my mind that he might be lying. | She 

was lost in her thoughts. | Perhaps he was with someone else - it was a worrying  

thought.inspirationa good and original idea, which makes you think of doing or  

creating something:Where did you get your inspiration for the book? | Then he had a  

sudden flash of inspiration. | The design for the house was entirely the inspiration of  

the architect.brainwave BrE brainstorm AmEa sudden new and clever idea,  

especially one that solves a problem:I thought I’d have to sell the house, but then 

I had a brainwave.2. an image in your mind or an understanding of 

somethingADJECTIVESa clear/definite idea John had a very clear idea of how he 
wanted the house to look.a rough/general idea Can you give me a rough idea of the 

cost?a vague idea She had only a vague idea of how much her husband earned.a 
fixed idea I certainly had no fixed idea of what to do when I graduated from 
college.the very idea (=just the idea) The very idea of eating meat made her feel 

ill.VERBShave an idea/some idea/no idea I have some idea of what the job 
involves. | When she woke, she had no idea what time it was.give sb some/an idea I 
wanted to give you a clearer idea of the business.get the idea (=begin to understand 

something or how to do something) I’m not explaining it very well, but you get the 
idea.PREPOSITIONSan idea of sth We try to give the children an idea of what things 
were like in the past.PHRASESnot have the faintest/slightest/foggiest idea (=not 

know at all) I haven’t the faintest idea where he is.THESAURUS: 

ideaimpressionthe idea that you have in your mind about what someone or  

something is like:What was your impression of him? | She wanted to make a good 

impression at the interview (=make people have a good opinion about you). | This kind  

of behaviour gives a very bad impression.conceptan idea of how something is, or how 

something should be done:The concept of beauty varies from culture to culture. | The 
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traditional concept of marriage is still relevant in our modern world.3. an opinion or 

beliefADJECTIVESan old/traditional idea They have some very traditional ideas about 
women’s role in society.a strange/funny idea I had the strange idea that I could eat 

and not get fat.a false/mistaken idea He thought it would be easy to do, but he soon 
realised that this idea was mistaken.strong ideas Parents have strong ideas about 
what their children should and should not eat.VERBShave an idea My mother had the 

idea that being in the cold air was good for you.express an idea Students are taught 
how to express their ideas clearly.support an idea The statistics supported the idea of 
a link between smoking and cancer.reinforce an idea (=make someone believe it 

more strongly) These TV programmes reinforce the idea that architects only design 
spectacular buildings.challenge an idea (=say or show that it might be 
wrong) She challenged the idea that housework is women’s work.PREPOSITIONSideas 

about/on sth People have funny ideas about computers.PHRASESget/have the 
wrong idea (=think that something is true when it is not) You seem to have got the 

wrong idea about me.THESAURUS: ideanotionan idea about life or society,  

especially one that is a little silly, old-fashioned, or not connected with the real  

world:There is no evidence to support the notion that poverty is caused by laziness. | I  

had all these romantic notions of becoming a writer, but I ended up working in an  

office like everyone else.  

ideal /ˌaɪˈdɪəl◂/ noun  a principle about what is morally right, or a perfect 

standard that you hope to achieveADJECTIVESa high ideal also a lofty 

ideal formal Most politicians start out with high ideals about changing the world.a 
noble ideal (=good and impressive) A united and peaceful country remains a 
legitimate and noble ideal.a romantic ideal Paul gave up his romantic ideal of love at 

the age of nineteen.political ideals Are you willing to fight for your political 
ideals?democratic/socialist/liberal ideals The authorities put her in prison, but she 
refused to abandon her democratic ideals.revolutionary ideals He still believed in 

the revolutionary ideals of equality and justice.artistic ideals also aesthetic 
ideals formal His father had given up artistic ideals in pursuit of money.VERBSbelieve 

in an ideal We believe in the ideal of justice for all.be committed to an 
ideal (=believe in it strongly) Everyone in the party is committed to the 
same ideals.meet/live up to your ideals (=reach the standard of your ideals) We still 

have not met our ideal of liberty for all.fall short of your ideals (=not be as good as 
you think something should be) In appearance, she fell somewhat short of his ideals.be 
true to your ideals (=behave in the way that you believe is right) Stick to your 

principles and be true to your ideals.cling to your ideals (=continue to believe them 
even when real life seems very different) He still clings to ideals of loyalty and 
friendship.abandon your ideals (=stop believing in them) Have these young 

people abandoned the ideals of the Civil Rights Movement?betray your ideals (=do 
something that is not acceptable according to them) He refused to betray his 
socialist ideals. 

identical AC /aɪˈdentɪkəl/ adjective  exactly the same, or very 

similarVERBSlook/sound identical The phones look identical and it is difficult to tell 
them apart.ADVERBScompletely/absolutely identical The cells are completely 

identical in all respects.almost/nearly/virtually/practically identical Last week, 
two different groups of scientists presented virtually identical results.identical + 
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NOUNSan identical twin Identical twins share the same genes.an identical 

copy Cloning is a process where an identical copy of an original organism or thing can 
be created.PREPOSITIONSidentical to sth His laptop is identical to mine.identical in 

size/shape/appearance The boxes are identical in size. 

identification AC /aɪˌdentəfəˈkeɪʃən, aɪˌdentɪfəˈkeɪʃən/ noun  1. official papers 

or cards, such as your passport, that prove who you areVERBShave identification Do 
you have some kind of identification with you?carry identification Foreign visitors are 

expected to carry identification at all times.show/provide/produce 
identification You have to show some identification before you can enter the 
building.ask (sb) for identification The police officer asked for identification and I 

showed him my passport.check identification Householders 
should check the identification of sales people calling at the house.accept 
identification The only forms of identification they will accept are a passport or a 

driver’s licence.ADJECTIVESpersonal identification You will need to have two forms 
of personal identification.photographic identification All hospital staff should wear 
clearly visible photographic identification.biometric identification (=using technology 

that measures things such as people’s eyes, fingerprints etc) The latest passports 
use biometric identification.identification + NOUNSidentification number Every patient 

has their own personal identification number so that they can be identified easily.an 
identification card/document/badge Armed officers checked identification 
cards.identification papers The police officer asked him to produce his identification 

papers.PHRASESa form of identification Bring some form of identification, preferably 
a passport.a means of identification Fingerprinting can be used as a means of 
identification.2. the act of recognizing what something is or who someone 

isVERBSmake an identification The birds look very similar and it can be difficult 
to make an identification.allow identification also enable 
identification formal Uniforms allow easy identification of the 

wearer.help/facilitate/aid/assist identification (=make it easier to recognize 
someone or something) The items have all been numbered to facilitate 
identification.ADJECTIVESpositive identification (=you are completely certain who 

someone is or what something is) The picture is not really clear enough to make 
a positive identification.correct/accurate precise identification Correct 
identification of the insect is difficult, unless you are an expert. | Precise 

identification can be achieved using a microscope.early/rapid identification Early 
identification is important, if the disease is to be treated successfully.easy 
identification The items are colour coded for easy identification.PHRASESfor 

identification purposes This number is used for identification purposes. 

identity AC /aɪˈdentəti, aɪˈdentɪti/ noun  someone’s identity is their name or who 

they areADJECTIVESsb’s real/true identity The true identity of the author was not 

revealed until 100 years later.a new/different identity He avoided arrest by 
adopting a new identity.a false identity (=when someone pretends to be another 
person) He used a fake passport to assume a false identity.VERBSfind out/discover 

sb’s identity The police have yet to discover the victim’s identity.know sb’s 
identity He wanted to know the identity of his real father.hide/conceal sb’s 
identity She used a false name to conceal her identity.protect sb’s identity (=make 

sure no one finds out who someone is) Journalists frequently protect the identity of 
their sources.reveal/disclose sb’s identity (=show or say who a person is) The 
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company did not reveal the identity of the prospective buyer.give away sb’s 

identity (=accidentally reveal it) The thief gave away his identity by 
mistake.adopt/assume/take on an identity (=give yourself a new identity) She 

assumed a false identity and went to live in South America.steal sb’s 
identity (=pretend to be another person) Someone had stolen my identity and taken 
money out of my bank account.prove your identity I have lost all my documents so I 

can’t prove my identity.check sb’s identity You should have checked his 
identity before letting him into the house.identity + NOUNSidentity 
card/papers/documents (=documents that show who you are) Each member of staff 

is issued with an identity card.identity theft/fraud (=the crime of stealing another 
person’s personal details in order to pretend to be that person) Identity theft is 
becoming more and more common because of the internet.an identity 

parade BrE (=when someone looks at a line of people to see if they recognize a 
criminal) The victim identified her attacker from an identity parade.PHRASESproof of 
identity (=something that proves you are who you say you are) You will need proof of 

identity, such as a driving licence.a case of mistaken identity (=when people think 
that someone is a different person) When he was arrested, he said it was a case of 
mistaken identity. 

idiom /ˈɪdiəm/ noun  THESAURUS > phrase 

if /ɪf/ conjunction  used when talking about something that might happen or be 

true, or might have happened: We’ll stay at home if it rains. If you need money, I can 
lend you some. If you had worked harder, you would have passed your exams. What 

would happen to your family if you were to die in an accident? If Dad were here, he 
would know what to do.PHRASESif necessary Taste the soup and add salt and 
pepper if necessary.if possible I want to get back by five o’clock if possible.if not I 

think I can fix it tomorrow. If not, you’ll have to wait till Friday.if so Is the book 
available, and if so, where?only if The missiles can be fired only if the operator types in 
a six-digit code.if and when (=if it happens or when it happens) We’ll face that 

problem if and when it comes along.if by any chance... If by any chance you can’t 
manage dinner tonight, perhaps we can at least have a drink 

together.THESAURUS: ifunlessif something does not happen, or if someone does  

not do something:The star is difficult to see unless the sky is very clear. | Doctors said  

they could not treat the boy unless his parents gave their permission.whether or  

notused when saying that it does not matter if something happens or not, or if  

something is true or not:Most people will get better on their own, whether or not they 

receive medical treatment. | I’m still going, whether she likes it or not.otherwiseused 

when saying that there will be a bad result if someone does not do something, or if  

something does not happen:Drink plenty of water – otherwise you will become 

dehydrated.in casein order to deal with something that might happen:She did not  

think it would rain, but she took her umbrella just in case. | It is best to keep a medical  

kit ready in case of emergency.as long as/provided thatonly if something else  

happens or is true:Visitors are welcome, as long as they bring their own tent. | Anyone 

can join the course, provided that there is space available. | As long as you can find a  

computer, you can access an internet-based bank account wherever you are.on 
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condition thatused when you agree to do something only if someone first agrees to  

do something else:He was offered the job on condition that he went on a month-long 

training course.  

ignite /ɪgˈnaɪt/ verb  THESAURUS > burn1 (2) 

ignorance AC /ˈɪɡnərəns/ noun [U]  lack of knowledge or information about 

somethingADJECTIVEScomplete/total/sheer ignorance Her comments were based 
on total ignorance.widespread ignorance (=among many people) There 

is widespread ignorance about where our food comes from.general/public 
ignorance Many people are unaware that they have diabetes because of public 
ignorance about the disease.blissful ignorance (=happy because you do not know 

about something) Isabel remained in blissful ignorance of her husband’s affair.wilful 
ignorance disapproving (=deliberately not trying to find out about something) His 
actions showed a wilful ignorance of police procedure.crass/woeful/gross 

ignorance disapproving (=used when you are very shocked that someone does not 
know about something) They accused him of crass ignorance and neglecting his public 
duties.VERBSshow/display/demonstrate ignorance His remarks showed a 

complete ignorance about politics.reveal/betray your ignorance I kept quiet, 
because I didn’t want to reveal my ignorance.admit your ignorance He was too 
embarrassed to admit his ignorance.plead/claim ignorance (=say you have no 

knowledge of something and you cannot be blamed) The children pleaded 
ignorance when I asked where the chocolate had gone.feign 
ignorance formal (=pretend that you do not know something) I had already heard the 

news, but I feigned ignorance.dispel ignorance (=get rid of ignorance by giving 
people information) Our aim is to raise awareness and dispel ignorance about the 
disease.PREPOSITIONSignorance of sth Ignorance of the law is no excuse.ignorance 

about sth Fear was made worse by ignorance about how the disease 
spread.ignorance among sb There is much ignorance among the public about these 
issues.PHRASESthe level of ignorance I am always surprised at the level of 

ignorance about scientific matters.fear and ignorance Fear and ignorance about AIDS 
has made life more difficult for sufferers.a veil of ignorance formal (=ignorance that 
hides the truth about something) We need to remove the veil of ignorance that 

surrounds this illness.be said/spoken in ignorance Many of these things were said in 

ignorance.THESAURUS: ignoranceinnocencelack of experience about life and 

the world, and the bad things that can happen:There was a charming air of  

innocence about the boy. | Children lose their innocence much too soon these 

days.naivetylack of knowledge about life, so that you trust people too much and are 

too willing to believe what they say:He smiled at her youthful naivety. | The men 

escaped punishment, mainly because of the naivety of the jury.apathythe feeling that  

you do not care about something because you are not interested in it:There 

is widespread apathy toward the elections (=among many people).  

ignorant AC /ˈɪɡnərənt/ adjective  not knowing facts or information that you 

ought to knowADVERBStotally/completely/wholly ignorant He is totally ignorant of 

the facts.blissfully ignorant (=happy because you do not know about something 
unpleasant) Many people remain blissfully ignorant about the dangers of too much 
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sun.largely ignorant (=ignorant about most of something) Her mother was largely 

ignorant of the situation.woefully/grossly ignorant disapproving (=used when you 
are very shocked that someone does not know about something) People are woefully 

ignorant of other cultures.wilfully ignorant disapproving (=deliberately not trying to 
find out about something) Politicians seem wilfully ignorant about the effects of the war 
on ordinary people’s lives.VERBSremain ignorant There are still many people 

who remain ignorant of their rights.keep sb ignorant Anna had been kept 
ignorant about her father’s poor health.PREPOSITIONSignorant of/about sth As a city 
girl, I was completely ignorant about country life. | Historians are often rather ignorant 

of economics.THESAURUS: ignorantunawarenot realising that a situation exists  

or that something is true. Unaware is more neutral than ignorant:She was unaware 

that the car was missing from her garage. | James seemed completely unaware of the 

seriousness of the problem. | The women are blissfully unaware of the world outside  

their homes (=happy because you do not realise something).innocentlacking  

experience about life and the world, and the bad things that can happen:She was so 

lovely, so young, so innocent, and she had such courage. | The little boy looked at me 

with his big innocent eyes.naivelacking knowledge about life, so that you trust people  

too much and are too willing to believe what they say:She said she loved him, and he 

was naive enough to believe her. | Who would be so naive as to believe such a  

story? | I had only just left school and I was incredibly naive about such  

matters. | They were young and politically naive, and believed that they could create a  

society in which everyone was equal.uninformedif you are uninformed about  

something, you have not been told about it, or you lack the knowledge to make 

judgements about it:Company executives remain largely uninformed about new 

technologies and business methods. | He dismissed their comments as uninformed 

criticism. | To the uninformed observer, the two pots look identical.  

ignore AC /ɪɡˈnɔː $ -ˈnɔːr/ verb [T]  1. to not consider or obey something 

because you do not think it is importantADVERBScompletely/totally ignore sth Their 
evidence was completely ignored at the trial.largely ignore sth (=mostly ignore) This 

complex issue has been largely ignored.deliberately/wilfully ignore sth The 
company deliberately ignored the laws about dumping waste.blatantly ignore 
sth (=deliberately ignore something in a shocking way that shows you do not 

care) Some motorists blatantly ignore the speed limits.blithely ignore sth (=not take 
any notice of something in a way that seems rather careless) The government blithely 
ignored the facts about global warming.routinely/systematically/consistently 

ignore sth (=often ignore something– used when you disapprove of this) Regulations 
about food safety are routinely ignored in some restaurants.conveniently 
ignore (=ignore something because it is helpful for you) The author conveniently 

ignores all the evidence against his arguments.NOUNSignore sb’s 
advice He ignored his doctor’s advice and continued working.ignore a warning Many 
people ignore warnings about the dangers of sunbathing.ignore the evidence We 

cannot ignore the evidence about climate change.ignore the problem/issue We 
cannot ignore the problem of homelessness.ignore the fact that... It is impossible 
to ignore the fact that traffic congestion is getting worse.ignore a law/rule Many 
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employers are choosing to ignore the laws about maximum working hours.ignore a 

sign Cyclists often just ignore road signs and go down streets the wrong way.ignore 
sb’s wishes The council has completely ignored the wishes of local residents.ignore 

calls/demands for sth The government had ignored calls for greater security.ignore 
sb’s needs Children’s needs are often ignored.ignore the possibility It would be 
dangerous to ignore the possibility of war.ignore sb’s rights The company was 

criticized for ignoring workers’ rights.ignore sb’s plight (=ignore the fact that 
someone is in a very bad situation and needs help) He accused the West of ignoring the 
plight of refugees.VERBSchoose to/decide to ignore sth Some people have chosen to 

ignore their doctor’s advice.tend to ignore sth Such advice tends 
to be ignored.continue to ignore sth The country continues to ignore international 
laws on human rights.sb can (safely) ignore sth (=you can ignore it without anything 

bad happening) It’s a warning that you can safely ignore.PHRASESsth is impossible to 
ignore The problem is now so serious that it is impossible to ignore.sb cannot afford 
to ignore sth (=you must not ignore it, because there will be very serious 

problems) The government cannot afford to ignore the increase in 

unemployment.THESAURUS: 

ignoredisregardlaw | rule | fact | evidence | advice | warning | viewto ignore 

something. Disregard sounds more deliberate and more serious than ignore. You use 

it when you disapprove of what someone is doing:Some people are still choosing  

to disregard the law about drinking and driving. | Those who disregard the rules will be  

punished. | The article disregards some important historical facts. | It would be foolish  

to disregard the evidence. | The government entirely disregarded the 

committee’s advice. | Those who were injured had disregarded warnings. | The 

department has completely disregarded the views of local  

residents.overlookfact | faults | problem | detailto notice that something is bad or  

wrong but decide to ignore it:His new employer was willing to overlook the fact that he 

had a criminal conviction. | She loved him so much that she was ready to overlook all  

his faults. | This is a problem that cannot be overlooked. | If we overlook this  

unfortunate detail, the rest is perfect.neglectyour duties | your studies | your 

health | area | issue | aspectto not pay enough attention to something:The security  

guard was accused of neglecting his duties. | Her son began drinking and neglecting  

his studies at university. | When you are working hard, it is important not to neglect  

your health. | This area of research is frequently neglected by scientists. | Animal  

welfare is a neglected issue and we need to pay more attention to the needs of  

animals. | Mental health is one of the more neglected aspects of the healthcare  

system.pay no attentionto ignore something, especially by not listening or  

watching:The boy paid no attention to what I was saying, and continued playing his  

computer game. | The men paid no attention to our warnings.turn a blind 

eye informalto pretend not to notice something bad, so that you do not have to do 

anything about it:The guards turned a blind eye when the prisoners stole food from the  

kitchen. | The authorities have turned a blind eye to human rights abuse.not to listen 
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to sbto ignore what someone says:My son never listens to me and he always does  

what he wants. | She won’t listen to what I say – can you have a word with her?2. to 

pretend not to notice or hear someone or somethingADVERBScompletely/totally 

ignore I said hello but he completely ignored me.virtually ignore She virtually 
ignored me.simply ignore The troops either didn’t hear, or simply ignored, the 
call.deliberately ignore The children were deliberately 

ignoring me.studiously/pointedly ignore (=very deliberately) He studiously 
ignored her question.politely ignore Unpleasant questions are politely 
ignored.NOUNSignore a question/request “Where do you live?” 

Dean ignored the question.ignore a remark/comment Try 
to ignore unpleasant remarks.VERBSchoose/decide to ignore sth Barker chose to 
ignore her comments.try to ignore sth She tried to ignore the sound of his 

crying.THESAURUS: ignoretake no noticeto ignore someone or something and 

not let them affect how you feel or what you do:I told him to be quiet, but he took no 

notice and carried on talking. | Take no notice of her – she doesn’t know what she’s  

talking about.snubto deliberately ignore someone or something, to show that you do 

not like them – used especially when someone is offended because of this:She felt she 

had been snubbed by her friends when she wasn’t invited to the 

party.blank informalto ignore someone by pretending that you have not seen them 

even though they are looking at you:I walked right in front of her, but she just blanked 

me.  

ill /ɪl/ adjective  suffering from a disease or not feeling well GrammarYou do not  

usually use ill before a noun, unless it has an adverb in front of it. VERBSfeel ill I’ve 

been feeling ill since I woke up this morning.look ill He looked rather ill when I saw 
him.become ill also get ill informal She became ill after eating oysters.fall 

ill formal (=become ill) Louise fell ill while she was on holiday.be taken ill (=become ill 
suddenly) Henry was suddenly taken ill and had to go to the hospital.make sb ill I 
think it was the heat that made me ill.ADVERBSseriously ill (=very ill) Any seriously 

ill patients are usually sent to a state hospital.gravely ill formal (=extremely ill) She 
went to visit her grandfather, who was gravely 
ill.critically/desperately/dangerously ill (=so ill that you might die) He got news 

that his mother was critically ill in hospital.terminally ill (=with a very serious illness 
that you will die from) He is terminally ill with cancer.chronically ill (=with a long-
term illness that cannot be cured and will not get better) Chronically ill patients often 

find it difficult to get travel insurance.mentally ill (=with an illness of your 
mind) Caring for mentally ill people can be challenging.PREPOSITIONSill with 

flu/pneumonia/cancer etc He became ill with pneumonia. Other ways of saying  

that someone is illYou can say that someone is sick, especially in American English.  

You can also use unwell, which is formal and is not used before a  

noun. THESAURUS: illsick especially AmEill:She’s been sick with the flu. | a sick  

child | Dan got sick on vacation (=became ill).not very wellill, but not seriously  
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ill:Sarah’s not very well – she has a throat infection.unwell formalill:The singer had 

been unwell for some time. | Symptoms include fever, aching muscles, and feeling  

generally unwell.poorly BrE spokenill:Your grandmother’s been very poorly lately.be 

in a bad way informalif someone is in a bad way, they are very ill or badly hurt:You’d  

better call an ambulance – she looks like she’s in a bad way.be off sick BrE be out  

sick AmEif someone is off sick, they are not at work or at school, because they are 

ill:Two teachers were off sick yesterday.SLIGHTLY ILLunder the weather also off  

colour BrE informalslightly ill:Sorry I haven’t called you – I’ve been feeling under the 

weather. | You look a bit off colour – are you sure you’re OK?run downfeeling slightly  

ill and tired all the time, for example because you have been working too hard, or not  

eating well:Some people take extra vitamins if they are feeling run down.OFTEN ILLin  

poor healthunhealthy and often ill:Chopin was already in poor health when he arrived  

on the island.delicateweak and likely to become ill easily:She was delicate and pale  

and frequently complained of headaches. | He had a delicate constitution and 

throughout his adult life suffered from various illnesses.sicklya sickly child is often  

ill:He was a sickly child and spent a lot of time at home on his own. | His younger  

daughter was sickly and died when she was young.  

illegal AC /ɪˈliːɡəl/ adjective  not allowed by the lawNOUNSan illegal 

weapon He was charged with carrying an illegal weapon.illegal drugs She was found 
guilty of possession of illegal drugs.an illegal substance (=an illegal drug) Customs 
officials found an illegal substance in Smith’s luggage.illegal 

parking/gambling/hunting etc The fines for illegal parking are likely to 
increase.illegal activities They were suspected of being involved in illegal activities.an 
illegal act Driving without insurance is an illegal act.illegal use of sth There has been 

an increase in the illegal use of guns.illegal possession of sth Illegal possession of a 
weapon is punishable by a prison sentence.illegal trade/sales We need to stop 
the illegal trade in wild animals.an illegal immigrant (=someone who enters a country 

illegally) An estimated seven million illegal immigrants are brought into Europe each 
year.illegal immigration (=entering a country illegally in order to live there) The 
government is determined to tackle illegal immigration.ADVERBShighly 

illegal (=completely illegal) He was driving at a speed which was highly 
illegal.completely/totally illegal The deal was completely illegal.strictly 
illegal (=completely illegal – used for emphasis) Copying music files is strictly 

illegal.technically illegal (=according to the exact details of a law) This type of 
boxing, although technically illegal, remained popular until the 1880s.potentially 
illegal (=possibly illegal) The charges for this service are unethical and potentially 

illegal.VERBSbecome illegal The drug did not become illegal until the 1970s.make sth 
illegal She was involved in the campaign to make hunting illegal.declare sth 
illegal The strike was declared illegal on July 7th.do something/anything illegal I 

don’t know why they’re complaining – we’re not doing anything illegal.PHRASESit is 
illegal to do sth It is illegal to sell tobacco products to anyone under the age of 

16.THESAURUS: 

illegalunlawfulkilling | violence | arrest | detention | act | means | strikeillega
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l. Unlawful is more formal than illegal. It is used especially when a particular action  

is considered to be illegal, although there are some situations where such actions can 

be legal:The soldiers were found guilty of the unlawful killing of an unarmed 

civilian. | Police officers are charged with using unlawful violence to stop the 

demonstration. | Anyone who has been a victim of unlawful arrest has the right to  

compensation. | Possessing a knife is not an unlawful act. | The money was obtained 

by unlawful means. | The judges said that  

the strike was unlawful.illicitdrug | substance | alcohol | activity | trade | use | af

fairillicit drugs, goods, or activities are illegal and are used or done secretly:Illicit  

drugs are sometimes used by athletes to help improve their performance. | Some 

government officials were involved in illicit activities. | There is an illicit trade in rare  

animals. | There has been a rapid growth in the illicit use of drugs. | The poet had 

an illicit affair with his half-sister. Illicit is usually used before a  

noun. illegitimate formaluse | wayusing your power or authority in a way that is not  

allowed or not acceptable according to rules or agreements:The report warns about  

the illegitimate use of power by the US and other countries. | They attacked and 

victimized him in an illegitimate way. | He declared that the Council and its decisions  

were illegitimate.unconstitutionalnot allowed by a country’s constitution (=the set  

of rules and principles by which a country is governed):The court ruled that the new 

law was unconstitutional. | Critics say that the president’s decision was  

unconstitutional. Unconstitutional is not usually used before a noun.You can also  

say that an action is against the law: Driving a car without insurance is against the  

law. ANTONYMS → legal (2) 

illegal AC /ɪˈliːɡəl/ adjective  not allowed by the lawNOUNSan illegal 

weapon He was charged with carrying an illegal weapon.illegal drugs She was found 

guilty of possession of illegal drugs.an illegal substance (=an illegal drug) Customs 
officials found an illegal substance in Smith’s luggage.illegal 
parking/gambling/hunting etc The fines for illegal parking are likely to 

increase.illegal activities They were suspected of being involved in illegal activities.an 
illegal act Driving without insurance is an illegal act.illegal use of sth There has been 
an increase in the illegal use of guns.illegal possession of sth Illegal possession of a 

weapon is punishable by a prison sentence.illegal trade/sales We need to stop 
the illegal trade in wild animals.an illegal immigrant (=someone who enters a country 
illegally) An estimated seven million illegal immigrants are brought into Europe each 

year.illegal immigration (=entering a country illegally in order to live there) The 
government is determined to tackle illegal immigration.ADVERBShighly 
illegal (=completely illegal) He was driving at a speed which was highly 

illegal.completely/totally illegal The deal was completely illegal.strictly 
illegal (=completely illegal – used for emphasis) Copying music files is strictly 

illegal.technically illegal (=according to the exact details of a law) This type of 
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boxing, although technically illegal, remained popular until the 1880s.potentially 

illegal (=possibly illegal) The charges for this service are unethical and potentially 
illegal.VERBSbecome illegal The drug did not become illegal until the 1970s.make sth 

illegal She was involved in the campaign to make hunting illegal.declare sth 
illegal The strike was declared illegal on July 7th.do something/anything illegal I 
don’t know why they’re complaining – we’re not doing anything illegal.PHRASESit is 

illegal to do sth It is illegal to sell tobacco products to anyone under the age of 

16.THESAURUS: 

illegalunlawfulkilling | violence | arrest | detention | act | means | strikeillega

l. Unlawful is more formal than illegal. It is used especially when a particular action  

is considered to be illegal, although there are some situations where such actions can 

be legal:The soldiers were found guilty of the unlawful killing of an unarmed 

civilian. | Police officers are charged with using unlawful violence to stop the 

demonstration. | Anyone who has been a victim of unlawful arrest has the right to  

compensation. | Possessing a knife is not an unlawful act. | The money was obtained 

by unlawful means. | The judges said that  

the strike was unlawful.illicitdrug | substance | alcohol | activity | trade | use | af

fairillicit drugs, goods, or activities are illegal and are used or done secretly:Illicit  

drugs are sometimes used by athletes to help improve their performance. | Some 

government officials were involved in illicit activities. | There is an illicit trade in rare  

animals. | There has been a rapid growth in the illicit use of drugs. | The poet had 

an illicit affair with his half-sister. Illicit is usually used before a  

noun. illegitimate formaluse | wayusing your power or authority in a way that is not  

allowed or not acceptable according to rules or agreements:The report warns about  

the illegitimate use of power by the US and other countries. | They attacked and 

victimized him in an illegitimate way. | He declared that the Council and its decisions  

were illegitimate.unconstitutionalnot allowed by a country’s constitution (=the set  

of rules and principles by which a country is governed):The court ruled that the new 

law was unconstitutional. | Critics say that the president’s decision was  

unconstitutional. Unconstitutional is not usually used before a noun.You can also  

say that an action is against the law: Driving a car without insurance is against the  

law. ANTONYMS → legal (2) 

illness /ˈɪlnəs, ˈɪlnɪs/ noun  something wrong with your health, or the state of 

being illADJECTIVES/NOUNS + illnessa serious/severe illness His illness is more 
severe than the doctors first thought.a minor illness He suffered a succession of minor 

illnesses.a terminal illness (=causing death eventually, and not possible to cure) At 
that point the illness was thought to be terminal.a fatal illness (=causing death quite 
quickly) She developed a fatal illness.an incurable illness (=not possible to cure) The 

film tells the sad story of a young boy with an incurable illness.a life-threatening 
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illness (=likely to cause death) Doctors say that his illness isn’t life-threatening.a 

long/short illness She nursed him through his long illness. | Arthur died following a 
short illness.a childhood illness Measles is a common childhood 

illness.mental/psychiatric illness The man who attacked the painting had a history 
of mental illness.a chronic illness (=that lasts a long time, and cannot be 
cured) Diabetes is a chronic illness.an acute illness (=becoming serious very 

quickly) In acute illness, doctors take full responsibility for treatment.a debilitating 
illness (=that makes you very weak) His last years were ruined by a debilitating 
illness.VERBShave an illness When did you first find out that you had the 

illness?suffer from an illness She suffers from a rare illness.get/develop an 
illness She developed the illness when she was in her 50s.contract an 
illness formal (=get an illness by catching it from another person) He contracted the 

illness while he was working abroad.recover from an illness It took several months 
for him to recover from his illness.die of/from an illness His father had died of a 
mysterious illness.treat an illness No one had any idea how to treat his illness.cure 

an illness This isn’t an illness that can be cured.prevent illness Vaccines have been 
successful in preventing illness.fight an illness They are testing new drugs to fight 
illness.cause/lead to illness Inadequate hygiene can lead to illness.be diagnosed 

with an illness (=be found by doctors to have an illness) Her husband had just been 
diagnosed with a terminal illness.PHRASESthe symptoms of an illness Symptoms of 
the illness include vomiting and severe headaches.a stage of an illness He was in the 

last stage of a terminal illness.a period of illness He returned to work after a period of 
illness.a cause of illness Malaria is the single leading cause of illness and death in 

Nigeria.THESAURUS: illnessdiseasea particular illness, especially one that  

spreads to other people easily or that affects one part of your body:Her father suffers  

from heart disease. | The disease can now be cured. | Infectious diseases remain the 

leading cause of death. | Childhood diseases such as measles and chickenpox can 

sometimes be serious. | It is easy to catch the disease. | Flies can spread 

disease.infectionan illness that is caused by bacteria or a virus:She has a chest  

infection. | The infection spread to the rest of his body. | It is important for doctors to  

wash their hands, to prevent the spread of infection.conditiona health problem that  

affects you permanently or for a long time:The drug is used to treat medical  

conditions such as asthma. | She suffers from a heart condition.problemsomething  

that is wrong with a particular part of your body or your health in general:He treats  

patients with back problems. | You shouldn't ignore health problems and hope they will  

go away. | When did the problem start?troubleillness or pain that affects a particular  

part of your body:I’ve had a bit of stomach trouble.disorder formalan illness that  

prevents a particular organ of your body from working properly, or affects the way you 

behave:She suffers from a rare blood disorder. | Anorexia nervosa is an eating  

disorder. | a liver disorderAN ILLNESS THAT IS NOT VERY SERIOUSbug informalan illness  

that spreads to other people very easily but that is not very serious:He must  

have caught the same bug as me. | a nasty flu bug | There’s a bug going round at  

school and a lot of the children are off sick.complaint medicalan illness that affects a  
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particular part of your body, especially one that is not very serious – used by 

doctors:The doctor told her that she had a minor skin complaint. | Deakin suffers  

from a back complaint called arachnoiditis.ailment /ˈeɪlmənt/ formalan illness that  

affects a particular part of your body, especially one that is not serious:People often go 

to their doctor about relatively minor ailments. | The ointment is used to treat  

ailments such as small wounds and insect bites.THE GENERAL STATE OF BEING 

ILLsicknessthe state of being ill, especially when it stops you working:There has been 

an increase in the amount of absence from work due to sickness.ill health formalthe 

state of being ill, usually for a long period of time:Research shows that there is a link  

between air pollution and ill health.  

illusion /ɪˈluːʒən/ noun  an idea about something that is not really 

truePHRASESbe under an illusion (=believe something that is not true) Some 

people are under the illusion that smoking is a harmless activity.have no illusions 
about sth (=used when you know that something is difficult) She had no illusions 
about how difficult the job would be.sth is just an illusion He says that for him, 

love is just an illusion.ADJECTIVESa dangerous illusion The idea that we can all stay 
young forever is a dangerous illusion.a grand illusion Leaders sometimes have grand 
illusions about curing all the world’s problems.a romantic illusion People have all 

kinds of romantic illusions about life in the country, but the reality is very different.an 
optical/visual illusion (=an image or view that tricks your eyes into seeing 
something that is not there) He thought he could see water in the distance, but it was 

just an optical illusion caused by the heat.VERBScreate/give an illusion The white 
walls create the illusion of space.shatter/destroy/dispel an illusion Their illusions of 
creating a perfect society were completely shattered.suffer from an illusion Some 

people suffer from the illusion that money will solve all their problems.maintain an 
illusion His parents tried to maintain the illusion that they were all one big happy 
family.foster an illusion (=encourage people to believe something that is not really 

true) He believes that doctors have fostered the illusion of miracle 

cures.THESAURUS: illusion→ untrue 

illustrate /ˈɪləstreɪt/ verb  to show that something is true, or show what 

something is likeADVERBSillustrate sth clearly/well These statistics clearly 
illustrate the seriousness of the problem.neatly/nicely illustrate sth The 

results neatly illustrate the difference between the two groups of people who took the 
test.perfectly illustrate sth His remarks perfectly illustrate the point I just 
made.dramatically/graphically/vividly illustrate sth The chart below dramatically 

illustrates the fate of the world’s rainforests.NOUNSillustrate a point/an 
argument Let me give an example to illustrate the point.illustrate a 
problem/difficulty/danger The novel illustrates the danger of seeing status and 

money as the most worthwhile aims in life.illustrate the importance/value of 
sth This accident illustrates the importance of wearing a seatbelt when you are 
driving.illustrate the difference Figure 3 below illustrates the difference between the 

two situations.illustrate the fact that… In this quotation, he illustrates the fact that 
the Americans rebelled against the English way of life.VERBStry/attempt to illustrate 
sth I’ll try to illustrate the concept using a diagram.serve to illustrate sth (=help to 
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show that something is true) He provides some selected examples that serve to 

illustrate how the process works.be designed to/be intended to illustrate sth The 
exhibition is designed to illustrate the history of the town through the 

centuries.PREPOSITIONSillustrate sth with sth Illustrate your answer with specific 
examples.illustrate sth by sth The severity of the situation was illustrated by a 
number of shocking figures and reports. 

illustration noun  1. a picture in a book, magazine etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ illustrationa colour illustration/ a black-and-white illustration There are helpful 
step-by-step colour illustrations to make the recipes easy to follow.VERBSdo the 

illustrations Ernest Shepherd did the illustrations for the Winnie the Pooh 
books.PREPOSITIONSan illustration by sb The Peter Pan story has illustrations by 
Arthur Rackham.2. an example that shows that something is true, or shows what 

something is likeADJECTIVESa good illustration This film is a good illustration of the 
type of movie the director has been making in recent years.a perfect illustration The 

accident is a perfect illustration of what can happen if safety guidelines are not 
followed.a classic illustration The introduction of the rabbit into Australia offered 
a classic illustration of how a species could take over a new environment.a clear 

illustration This project provides a clear illustration of how technology can be used to 
protect the environment.a graphic/vivid illustration (=a very clear one) These 
figures can be used as a graphic illustration of the country’s economic 

crisis.VERBSgive/provide/offer an illustration The Chernobyl 
incident provides an illustration of the risks associated with nuclear power.serve as an 
illustration The story is meant to serve as an illustration of the problem.use sth as 

an illustration The collapse of the company is being used as an illustration of how 
competitive the market is.PHRASESby way of illustration These are merely a few 
cases mentioned by way of illustration.as an illustration As an illustration of this style 

of writing, look at the opening chapter of the novel.for the purposes of 
illustration For the purposes of illustration, let’s consider the following example. 

image AC /ˈɪmɪdʒ/ noun  1. the way a person, organization etc seems to the 

publicADJECTIVESa good/positive image It is important to present a positive 
image of yourself at the interview.a bad/negative/poor image It’s difficult to explain 
why the industry has such a bad image.a glamorous image These parties were part of 

Hollywood’s glamorous image.a wholesome/clean-cut image (=morally good and 
never doing anything bad) The recent scandal has damaged his clean-cut image.a 
macho image (=someone’s image as a man who is strong and tough) He was keen to 

project a macho image in this film.an upmarket image BrE an upscale 
image AmE (=expensive and good quality) The company is trying to promote an 
upmarket image.a downmarket image BrE a downscale image AmE (=cheap and 

not good quality) The store has struggled to break away from its downmarket 
image.the traditional image of sth They want to improve the traditional image 
of English food.sb’s/sth’s public image Her public image does not reflect the way she 

behaves in private.the popular image of sb/sth (=that many people have) The 
popular image of him as a quiet shy man is not entirely accurate.sth’s corporate 
image (=a company’s image) The bank wanted to improve its corporate 

image.VERBShave an image In those days cigarettes had a rather 
glamorous image.give (sb) an image You need to choose clothes that give the right 
image.create an image The company is trying to create an image of quality and 

reliability.present/project/promote an image (=behave in a way that creates a 
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particular image) He presented an image of himself as an energetic young 

leader.cultivate an image (=try to develop a particular image) He was trying 
to cultivate an image of himself as an intellectual.improve/enhance sb’s/sth’s 

image The casino industry was keen to improve its image.damage sb’s/sth’s 
image Has this scandal damaged the company’s image?tarnish sb’s/sth’s 
image (=damage it slightly) His behaviour has tarnished the image of the sport.clean 

up your image (=improve your image after it has been damaged) The pop star 
promised to clean up his image after he was released from prison.live up to your 
image (=be like the image you have presented of yourself) He has certainly lived up 

to his wild rock-star image.lose/shed an image (=get rid of it) The party struggled 
to lose its image of being somewhat old-fashioned.image + NOUNSan image 
problem Politicians have an image problem as far as many young people are 

concerned.THESAURUS: image→ reputation2. a picture that you see or that you 

have in your mindADJECTIVESa visual image Sounds and visual images are stored on 

the disk.a mental image She had a sudden mental image of herself walking out onto 
the stage.a photographic/television image His paintings are so detailed they look 
like photographic images.a powerful image The man’s face as he is shot is a powerful 

image.a clear image I have a very clear image of how Miami looked that day.a vivid 
image (=very clear) A series of vivid images came into her 
mind.disturbing/horrifying/horrific images We were warned that the show has 

some disturbing images in it.VERBShave an image (=have it in your mind) She had an 
image of the bunch of flowers lying on the path.conjure up an image (=make you 
have it in your mind) The word ‘breakfast’ conjures up the image of a steaming cup of 

coffee. 

imaginary /ɪˈmædʒənəri, ɪˈmædʒɪnəri $ -neri/ adjective  not real, but produced 

from pictures or ideas in your mindimaginary + NOUNSan imaginary world In her 
books, she creates an imaginary world of magicians and wizards.an imaginary 

line The equator is an imaginary line around the middle of the earth.an imaginary 
creature The unicorn is an imaginary creature.an imaginary friend Many young 

children have an imaginary friend.an imaginary conversation She sat in the bedroom 
having imaginary conversations with her 
teacher.ADVERBScompletely/purely/wholly/entirely imaginary The story 

was purely imaginary.PHRASESreal or imaginary Think of a place, real or imaginary. 

imagination /ɪˌmædʒəˈneɪʃən, ɪˌmædʒɪˈneɪʃən/ noun  the ability to form pictures 

or ideas in your mindADJECTIVESa vivid/fertile/lively imagination (=an ability to 
think of a lot of strange ideas and things that could happen) Carroll had a very vivid 

imagination, as can be seen in books like ‘Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland’.a good 
imagination If you want to be a writer, you need to have a good imagination.great 
imagination (=a lot of imagination) His paintings show great imagination.creative 

imagination Reading depends greatly on the creative imagination of the reader.an 
overactive/fevered imagination (=a mind that imagines strange things that are not 
real – used especially when something seems crazy) These stories are the product of an 

overactive imagination.VERBSuse your imagination Musicians need to use their 
imagination as well as their technical skills.have (an) imagination Her poems show 

that she has a lot of imagination.show/display imagination His latest 
paintings display a vivid imagination.stimulate sb’s imagination (=make someone 
use their imagination) The aim of the exhibition is 
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to stimulate people’s imagination.stretch sb’s imagination (=make someone think of 

something very unlikely) These games will stretch the children’s imaginations.sth 
takes imagination It doesn’t take much imagination to guess what would 

happen.PHRASESbe a figment of sb’s imagination (=be something that someone 
imagines, not something real) Were the lights in the sky real, or just a figment of my 
imagination?be a product of sb’s imagination (=be something that is not real or 

true) Professor Dawkins believes that religion is a product of the human imagination.let 
your imagination run wild/run riot (=think of many strange or wonderful 
things) When he writes songs, he lets his imagination run riot.be full of 

imagination Her stories are full of imagination. Lack imaginationIf you say that  

someone’s work lacks imagination or shows a lack of imagination, you mean that  

there is nothing new or original about it: A lot of today’s pop music seems to lack  

imagination.  

imagine /ɪˈmædʒən, ɪˈmædʒɪn/ verb  to form a picture or idea in your mind 

about what something could be likeVERBScan/can’t imagine Joe couldn’t imagine life 
without his wife.ADVERBScan easily imagine also can well imagine I can easily 
imagine how frightening the accident must have been. | I can well imagine how 

delighted you were with the news.can hardly/scarcely imagine (=find it difficult to 
imagine) She could scarcely imagine what living in such conditions would be 

like.naively imagine (=imagine that something is true, without realizing how 
complicated or bad a situation is) She naively imagined that marriage would solve all 
her problems.fondly imagine (=believe something because you want it to be true, 

when it is not true) He had fondly imagined that she was in love with him.PHRASESsth 
is difficult/hard to imagine It is difficult to imagine being in a prison – it must be 
horrible. | It’s hard to imagine the suffering she must have gone through.sth is easy 

to imagine It was easy to imagine his father’s reaction.be bigger/smaller/worse 
etc than sb imagined The interview was much worse than I had imagined.be 
what/how sb imagined (=be what or how you thought something would be like) The 

job was not what he imagined. | The house was exactly what I had imagined.sb is 
imagining things (=they think something is true when it is not true) Am I imagining 
things or did I see you in town earlier?let us imagine… (=used to encourage someone 

to think about a possibility) Let’s imagine you could do any job in the world – what 

would you do? GrammarImagine is often used with yourself/himself etc, when  

you are imagining that you are in a particular situation: She imagined herself lying on  

a beach in Florida. THESAURUS: imaginevisualize also visualise BrEto form a 

picture of someone or something in your mind, especially something that is definitely  

going to happen or exist in the future:Anna visualized meeting Greg again at the 

airport. | The finished house may be hard to visualize.pictureto form a clear picture of  

something or someone in your mind:I can still picture my father, even though he died  

a long time ago. | The town was just how she had pictured it from his  

description.envisage /ɪnˈvɪzɪdʒ/ especially BrE envisionto imagine something as  
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possible or likely to happen in the future:How do you envisage your career developing  

over the next ten years? | They had envisioned the creation of a single armed force,  

small but efficient.conceive of sth formalto imagine a situation, especially one that is  

difficult to imagine:For many people, music is so important that they cannot conceive 

of life without it.fantasizeto imagine something exciting that you would like to  

happen, but that is very unlikely to happen:I used to fantasize about becoming a film 

star.daydreamto imagine pleasant things, so that you forget where you are and what  

you should be doing:For a minute I thought I was back in Japan, and then I realised  

that I was only daydreaming. | Stop daydreaming and get on with your work! | Mark  

began to daydream, and didn’t even hear the teacher’s question.hallucinateto  

imagine that you are seeing things that are not really there, especially because you are 

ill or have taken drugs:The drug can cause some people to hallucinate. | When I saw 

the walls moving, I thought I must be hallucinating.  

imbalance /ɪmˈbæləns/ noun  a situation in which there is not an equal balance 

between two thingsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + imbalancea serious/dangerous 
imbalance There is a serious imbalance between the rich and the poor in the world.a 

great/huge/major imbalance There is a great imbalance between government 
spending on roads and public transport.a growing/increasing 

imbalance The increasing imbalance of wealth in the global economy is becoming a 
problem.a chemical imbalance Some mental illnesses are caused by a chemical 
imbalance in the brain.a power imbalance A power imbalance exists between the 

north and the south of the country.an economic imbalance Politicians have failed to 
redress the economic imbalance between different parts of the UK.a trade 
imbalance This essay will talk about the trade imbalance between the US and 

China.VERBSthere is an imbalance/an imbalance exists At the higher levels of 
management, there’s definitely an imbalance between the number of men and 
women.cause/create an imbalance Human activity has caused an imbalance in the 

climate system.correct/redress/counteract the imbalance (=make something 
more balanced) Eighty per cent of our wealth belongs to five per cent of the people, 
and we need to counteract this imbalance.reduce the imbalance The president 

stressed the need to reduce the trade imbalance.PREPOSITIONSan imbalance 
between sth and sth The economy is failing because of the great imbalance 
between imports and exports.an imbalance in sth There is an imbalance in the 

country’s population: for every seven women there are now only three men. 

imitation1 /ˌɪməˈteɪʃən◂, ˌɪmɪˈteɪʃən◂/ noun  something that is made to look like 

another thing, but is often not as goodADJECTIVESa cheap imitation There are a lot 

of cheap imitations of the Swiss Army knife.a poor/pale imitation (=used when you 
are emphasizing that something is not nearly as good as another thing) The new film is 
a pale imitation of the original movie.a good imitation It’s a remarkably good 

imitation of a real diamond.imitation + NOUNSan imitation gun/weapon/firearm He 
had used an imitation gun to rob the bank.an imitation diamond/stone The 
diamonds were all imitation.imitation leather/wood/gold etc The seats 

were imitation leather. 

imitation2 /ˌɪmɪˈteɪʃən◂/ adjective  THESAURUS > artificial 
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immaculate adjective  THESAURUS > clean1 (1) 

immediate /ɪˈmiːdiət/ adjective  1. very soon and without 

delayNOUNSimmediate access The internet gives you immediate access to all kinds of 

information.immediate use The equipment is ready for immediate use.immediate 
action The police say they will take immediate action to find the man.immediate 
attention These problems require immediate attention.immediate 

help/assistance If you are bitten by a snake, you need to 
seek immediate medical help.2. existing now and needing to be dealt with 
quicklyNOUNSimmediate concern My immediate concern is finding somewhere to 

live.immediate priority The immediate priority is to help the wounded.the 
immediate problem Our immediate problem was to find a way out of the forest before 
it got dark.immediate danger Your injury is not serious and you are not in 

any immediate danger.immediate need There is no immediate need to go back to 
work.3. happening just after something or just before itimmediate + NOUNSthe 
immediate effect/result/impact The immediate result was that the pain 

disappeared.the immediate cause The immediate cause of death was a heart 
attack.sb’s immediate response/reaction My immediate reaction was to leave.the 
immediate future We are not thinking of buying a house in the immediate 

future.immediate plans I don’t have any immediate plans to move.an immediate 
benefit They claim that the drug can produce immediate benefits for patients.the 
immediate aftermath (=the effects of something very bad that has just 

happened) The photograph shows the immediate aftermath of the bombing.sb’s 
immediate predecessor She was my immediate predecessor in the job.4. very near 
to a place or personimmediate + NOUNSthe immediate area The dogs can pick up the 

scent of a fox in the immediate area.the immediate vicinity/locality formal (=the 
area near a place) There are several restaurants in the immediate vicinity of the 
hotel.the immediate environment/surroundings If the immediate environment is 

pleasant, students will learn more easily.the immediate neighbourhood BrE the 
immediate neighborhood AmE He never goes outside the immediate 

neighbourhood.sb’s immediate neighbour BrE sb's immediate neighbor AmE In 
some cities, people don’t even know their immediate neighbours. 

immediately /ɪˈmiːdiətli/ adverb  without delay: Sam immediately offered to 

help. The telephone rang, and he answered it immediately. The doctor came 

immediately. Mix in the remaining ingredients and serve immediately.THESAURUS: 

immediatelyat onceimmediately – used especially for emphasis:Remove the pie  

from the oven and serve at once. | He came home at once when he heard his wife was  

ill.right away also straightaway BrE especially spokenimmediately, especially  

because something is urgent. Right away and straight away are less formal  

than immediately, and are very common in everyday spoken English:If this happens,  

let us know right away. | I apologized straightaway.instantlyif something happens  

instantly, it happens immediately after something else, with almost no time 

between:The boy was killed instantly. | The message is sent instantly from your  

computer.right now/this minute spokenif someone orders you to do something right  

now, they want you to do it immediately, especially because they are annoyed with  
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you:The head teacher wants to see you right now.without delayimmediately, because 

it is important that you do something as soon as possible:If you lose your passport,  

you should contact the embassy without delay.  

immense /ɪˈmens/ adjective  THESAURUS > huge 

immigrant AC /ˈɪməɡrənt, ˈɪmɪɡrənt/ noun  someone who enters another 

country to live there permanentlyADJECTIVESEuropean/African/Jewish etc 
immigrants There has been a recent increase in the number of African immigrants.an 

illegal immigrant Large numbers of illegal immigrants try to enter the country.a legal 
immigrant 720,000 legal immigrants were admitted to the United States in that year.a 
recent immigrant The majority of workers at the factory are recent immigrants.a 

first-generation immigrant (=someone who came to a country as a child or 
adult) Her parents were first-generation immigrants from Poland.a second-generation 
immigrant (=who was born in a country to parents who were immigrants) The boys 

are second-generation immigrants who grew up speaking English.VERBSwelcome 
immigrants (=be pleased to accept them) The US has always welcomed 
immigrants.immigrant + NOUNSan immigrant family A quarter of the school’s 

students are from immigrant families.immigrant workers Many immigrant 
workers live in poor areas of the city.an immigrant community/group There are 
shops catering for various immigrant communities.an immigrant population The 

immigrant population increased rapidly during the 1970s.PREPOSITIONSimmigrants 
from a country His grandparents were immigrants from Mexico.immigrants to a 
country Many immigrants to the United States are better educated than the average 

American.PHRASESa wave/influx of immigrants (=a large number of them) A 
new wave of immigrants arrived in the 1950s.a flood of immigrants disapproving (=a 
very large number that arrive at the same time – used especially when you think there 

are too many) Some people are worried that there will be a flood of immigrants coming 
into their country. 

immigration /ˌɪmɪˈgreɪʃən/ noun  the activity of entering another country in 

order to live thereADJECTIVESillegal immigration The Coast Guard plays a critical role 
in fighting drug smuggling and illegal immigration.legal immigration Large-scale legal 
immigration to both Britain and France ended in the early 1970s.large-scale/mass 

immigration Mass immigration helped to double the country’s 
population.immigration + NOUNSimmigration policy A large majority of Americans 
want to see the nation’s immigration policy reformed.immigration 

controls/restrictions The party is calling for immigration controls to be 
tightened.immigration law/rules/legislation Under immigration law, foreign 
nationals have to register with the police once they arrive.the immigration 

issue The immigration issue could greatly damage the party at the next general 
election.the immigration authorities/service The journalists are being held by 
the immigration authorities, because they are suspected of entering the country 

illegally.sb’s immigration papers The police officer asked to see his immigration 
papers.sb’s immigration status Employers have a duty to check the immigration 
status of foreign workers before offering them a job.an immigration 

official/officer Immigration officers stopped and arrested the man at JFK airport.the 
immigration minister The immigration minister spoke about the government’s plans 
to reduce immigration to more manageable levels.VERBScontrol/limit/restrict 
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immigration The European Union has policies to control immigration from non-

member countries.reduce immigration The government wants to reduce 
immigration.PREPOSITIONSimmigration from another country When 

did immigration from Mexico to the US begin?PHRASESa wave of immigration (=a 
sudden increase in the number of immigrants) In the 1950s Britain experienced a wave 
of immigration from the West Indies. 

immoral adjective  THESAURUS > bad (4) 

impact AC /ˈɪmpækt/ noun  the effect or influence that an event, situation etc 

has on someone or somethingADJECTIVESa big/great/profound impact The internet 

has had a big impact on people’s shopping habits. | His impact was greater than that of 
the Beatles. | Losing her mother so young made a profound impact on her.a 
huge/enormous/massive impact Industry has made a huge impact on the 

environment we live in. | The impact has been enormous on people’s daily lives.a real 
impact informal (=big) The film made a real impact on cinema audiences.a 
major/significant/strong impact (=important) The war had a major impact on 

French domestic politics.little impact New technologies have had little impact on the 
overall level of employment.a minimal/negligible/minor impact (=very small and 
not important) The change in government had a minimal impact in rural areas of the 

country.a lasting impact (=one that lasts for a long time) Karen made a lasting 
impact on everyone she met.the long-term/short-term impact (=over a long or 
short period) Scientists are assessing the long-term impact of the floods.a 

negative/damaging impact also an adverse impact formal The impact on the 
environment of a new airport would be negative.a positive impact Cuts in interest 
rates should have a positive impact on spending.a disastrous/devastating 

impact (=very bad) His leg injury had a disastrous impact on his footballing career.an 
immediate impact The change in the law will have an immediate impact for 
consumers.the full impact of sth (=all the different effects) It will take some time 

for the full impact of the disaster to be understood.the potential/likely impact He’s 
studying the potential impact of climate change.an 

emotional/political/environmental etc impact Their mother’s death had a 
huge emotional impact on the children.VERBShave an impact New technology has had 
a massive impact on our lives.make an impact The product quickly made an 

impact on the market.feel the impact of sth Many families are feeling the impact 
of rising food prices.assess/consider/examine the impact of sth Further studies 
are needed to assess the impact of GM crops on the 

countryside.reduce/lessen/soften the impact (=make it less severe or 
unpleasant) The chemical industry is looking at ways to reduce its impact on the 
environment.minimize the impact (=make it as little as possible) We need 

to minimize the impact of tourism on the islands.increase the impact Pictures and 
music will increase the impact of your presentation.PREPOSITIONSan impact on 
sb/sth We believe the smoking ban will have a massive impact on public health. 

impartial /ɪmˈpɑːʃəl $ -ɑːr-/ adjective  not favouring a particular person, group, 

organization etcNOUNSimpartial advice I need some impartial advice about choosing a 
phone.impartial information The website gives you impartial information on 

insurance.an impartial investigation/inquiry There needs to be an impartial 
inquiry into the cause of the accident.an impartial judge Judges are expected to 
be impartial throughout the trial.an impartial observer/spectator The journalist 's 
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role is to be an impartial observer and not support either side.an impartial view He 

gave an impartial view of the situation.an impartial review The website 
includes impartial reviews of the latest computer games.an impartial manner We will 

treat all complaints in a fair and impartial manner.ADVERBScompletely/totally 
impartial Their service is completely impartial and they do not receive money from any 
of the companies they recommend.politically impartial The media is supposed to 

be politically impartial.THESAURUS: impartial→ fair  

impatience /ɪmˈpeɪʃəns/ noun  the feeling you have when you are annoyed 

because something has not happened or someone has not done something soon 

enoughADJECTIVESgrowing/mounting/increasing impatience He listened to her 
explanation with growing impatience.barely concealed impatience (=not really 
hiding your feelings) Helen frequently glanced at her watch with barely concealed 

impatience.VERBScontrol your impatience also contain/curb your 
impatience formal You must learn to control your impatience.hide your 
impatience His mother was finding it increasingly difficult 

to hide her impatience.express/show/reveal 
impatience He expressed his impatience at the delay.PREPOSITIONSimpatience at 
sth He sighed with impatience at being made to wait.impatience with 

sb/sth Sometimes Joe was unable to hide his impatience with his staff and started 
shouting at them.with impatience She was waiting with impatience for her husband’s 
return.PHRASESa note/hint of impatience (=a small amount) There was a hint of 

impatience in his voice. 

impatient /ɪmˈpeɪʃənt/ adjective  annoyed because something has not 

happened, or wanting something to happen as soon as 

possibleVERBSget/become/grow impatient The band were over an hour late and the 
audience were starting to get impatient.seem/sound impatient His voice was starting 
to sound impatient.ADVERBSincreasingly impatient They are becoming increasingly 

impatient with the slow pace of change.NOUNSan impatient glance “No,” he said, with 
an impatient glance at his watch.an impatient voice I heard an impatient voice say 
“Can’t you hurry up?”an impatient driver/motorist An impatient driver behind us 

started blowing his horn.PREPOSITIONSimpatient with sb She was 
becoming impatient with her husband because she thought they would miss the 
plane.impatient with/at sth There was no sign of the train and they were 

getting impatient at the delay. | We were impatient with the lack of progress.impatient 
for sth (=you want to have something soon) He is impatient for news about the results 

of his test. If you feel impatient because you want something good to happen soon,  

you often say that you can’t wait for it to happen: I can’t wait for the summer  

vacation. She can’t wait to see all her friends.  

impetus /ˈɪmpətəs, ˈɪmpɪtəs/ noun  an influence that makes something happen 

or makes someone or something more likely to be successfulADJECTIVESnew/fresh 

impetus The rise in oil prices has given fresh impetus to research into alternative 
forms of energyfurther/added/extra impetus We need to find a good team leader to 
give this project added impetus.the initial/original impetus The initial impetus for 

the development of the railway came from plantation owners.the main 
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impetus The main impetus towards equal opportunity policies has come from female 

members of staff.a major/strong/great impetus The construction of a power station 
will provide a major impetus for the local economy.real impetus Shocking news 

reports gave real impetus to campaigns to protect children from abuse.the necessary 
impetus Her earlier defeat could provide her with the necessary impetus to win this 
race.VERBSgive impetus to sth We hope the new factory will give impetus to the local 

economy.provide impetus The festival’s success provided the impetus for the creation 
of the Southbank Centre.add impetus The improvement in US–Soviet relations 
had added further impetus for a US policy revision.gain/receive impetus The peace 

movement gained impetus after a civilian plane was attacked. | Unemployment grew in 
the area, where once the Industrial Revolution had received its greatest impetus.lose 
impetus The business began to lose its impetus.impetus comes from 

sth The impetus to change a product may come from the 
customer.PREPOSITIONSimpetus for sth The impetus for change must always come 
from within.the impetus behind sth The impetus behind these cuts has been the need 

to reduce government spending. 

implement /ˈɪmpləment/ verb  to do something that has been officially planned 

or suggestedNOUNSimplement a plan/policy/strategy We are now ready 

to implement our plan.implement changes/reforms We do not have the time 
to implement the reforms before the summer.implement an idea/proposal How will 
his proposals be implemented?implement measures The revolutionary government 

had the power to implement whatever measures that it chose.implement 
recommendations/suggestions They were advised to give the staff more training 
but they did not implement these recommendations.implement a 

directive The directive must be implemented by January 1st.ADVERBSfully 
implemented The plan has not yet been fully implemented.properly 
implemented The key policies have not yet been properly implemented.successfully 

implemented This policy has generally been successfully implemented across the 
country.widely implemented (=done in most places or parts of an organization) The 
proposals have been widely implemented and most companies now send bills by 

email.VERBSfail to implement sth The government has failed to implement the 

reforms that were promised. Implement sounds rather formal. In everyday English  

people usually use carry out, which is less formal: The government has failed  

to carry out the reforms that were promised. THESAURUS: implement→ do 

implication AC /ˌɪmpləˈkeɪʃən, ˌɪmplɪˈkeɪʃən/ noun  1. a possible future effect or 

result of an action, event, decision etc GrammarUsually plural in this  

meaning. ADJECTIVESthe financial/political/legal/social implications Managers 

must be aware of the financial implications of their decisions. | The court’s decision 
could have far-reaching political implications. | We have taken advice on the legal 
implications of our activities. | She’s studying the social implications of different 

patterns of work.the possible/potential implications He was worried about 
the possible implications of his illness.the wider implications (=affecting more people 
or society in general) What are the wider implications of this change in the law?the 

practical implications We discussed the practical implications of the 
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decision.important/serious/profound implications The results of the research 

could have important implications. | The transformation of Europe has profound 
implications.major/huge implications (=very important or serious) The lack of 

affordable housing has major implications for families in rural areas.far-reaching 
implications (=affecting a lot of things in an important way) This trial could have far-
reaching implications for the American justice system.the full implications (=all the 

different effects) The full implications of the decision will become clear over the next 
few weeks.long-term implications Eating a poor diet can have long-
term health implications.NOUNS + implicationhealth implications The health 

implications of smoking are well known.tax/cost implications You should consider 
the tax implications of your investments. | The cost implications of extending the 
service are huge.VERBShave implications This is an environmental disaster which 

will have implications for more than one country.understand/realize/grasp the 
implications The government has been slow to grasp the implications of the current 
teacher shortage.consider/assess the implications Before you make your final 

decision, you should consider the implications carefully. | They asked for more time 
to assess the implications of the proposal.study/examine the implications He 
has studied the implications of recent technical innovations.discuss the 

implications The paper discusses the implications of the agreement.PREPOSITIONSthe 
implications of sth What are the implications of these proposals?implications for 
sth This election has profound implications for the future of our 

democracy.2. something that you say in a way that is not directADJECTIVESa 
clear/obvious implication There was a clear implication in what he said that I was 
lying.a strong implication Police statements carried the strong implication that the 

man was guilty.VERBShave/carry an implication The word ‘know-all’ usually carries 
implications of disapproval.resent an implication (=be annoyed by 
it) He resented the implication that he wasn’t doing enough to help.PREPOSITIONSby 

implication The article examines the processes by which English, and by implication, 
any language, is learned. 

imply AC /ɪmˈplaɪ/ verb  to suggest that something is true, without saying this 

directlyADVERBSstrongly imply sth He strongly implied that he would like to 
leave.clearly imply sth In the interview, she clearly implies that the minister 
lied.wrongly/falsely imply sth The newspaper wrongly implied that he had been 

addicted to drugs.subtly imply sth (=in a very indirect way) They subtly implied that 
she was not good enough to do the job.NOUNSan implied criticism He was a little hurt 
by her implied criticism.an implied threat There seemed to be an implied threat that 

the company would close the factory if the workers went on strike.an implied 
condition/agreement/obligation There is an implied condition that the goods 
supplied are fit for that purpose.PHRASESseem to imply sth The advertisement seems 

to imply that taking vitamin tablets can prevent any illness.do/did not mean to imply 
sth I’m sorry, I didn’t mean to imply that it was your fault.be taken to imply 
sth (=be understood to imply something) This statement should not be taken to 

imply that there will be no job cuts.as the name implies The Cornmarket, as the 
name implies, was once the place where corn was bought and sold. 

import /ˈɪmpɔːt $ -ɔːrt/ noun  a product that is brought from one country into 

another so that it can be sold there, or the business of doing thisADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ importChinese/German etc imports Japanese imports rose by 5% last 
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year.foreign imports Foreign imports into Britain continued to grow.cheap 

imports Farmers are complaining about cheap imports flooding the 
market.oil/coal/food etc imports Japan is dependent on oil imports for almost all its 

basic energy needs. | There is pressure on the country to reduce its rice 
imports.agricultural imports The country relies heavily on agricultural imports.luxury 
imports Higher duties were placed on luxury imports.essential imports The country 

had problems paying for its essential imports.VERBSimports 
increase/rise/grow Imports increased by 13 percent last year.imports 
fall/drop Imports of consumer goods fell sharply in December.ban 

imports (=officially order them to stop) The organization wants the government to ban 
imports of exotic birds.control/restrict imports The scheme aims to control 
imports of cheap goods.reduce/cut imports New investment will reduce imports and 

save jobs.import + NOUNSan import ban The US imposed an import ban on several 
types of fish.import restrictions/controls Strict import controls were 
introduced.import quotas (=limits on the number of imports allowed) Import 

quotas restrict the number of foreign cars which can be sold in the country.import 
taxes/duties/tariffs Import duty on cigarettes has increased by 
5%.PREPOSITIONSthe import of sth The import of weapons and explosives is 
forbidden.ANTONYMS → export 

importance /ɪmˈpɔːtəns $ -ɔːr-/ noun  the quality of being 

important GrammarImportance is often used in the phrase be of ...  

importance. ADJECTIVESgreat/considerable/enormous importance Their 

friendship was of great importance to her. | Some people attach enormous 

importance to personal wealth.vital/crucial/critical importance (=very great) This 
research is of vital importance.central/fundamental importance The central 
importance of interest rates is widely recognized.overriding importance (=greater 

than for anything else) The question that will be of overriding importance is how you 
are going to finance your training.equal importance When applying for a job, 
qualifications and experience are often of equal importance.particular 

importance Tourism has particular importance in some regions.relative 
importance (=compared to other things) Discuss the relative importance of the factors 
affecting people’s health.growing/increasing importance This is evidence of 

the growing importance of the internet as a source of 
information.international/national/local importance Crime is an issue of national 
importance.economic/political importance The role of the police has great political 

importance.practical importance (=related to things that happen, rather than just 
ideas) Science has long been of practical importance to civilization as a 

whole.VERBShave importance This is an issue that has importance for all of us.attach 
importance to sth (=think it is important) She attached great importance 
to loyalty.emphasize/stress the importance of sth I’d like to emphasize the 

importance of reading exam questions carefully.exaggerate/overestimate the 
importance of sth It is hard to exaggerate the importance of this 
development.recognize/realize the importance of sth We all recognize the 

importance of his work.underestimate the importance of sth Do not underestimate 
the importance of good illustrations.assume/take on importance (=become 
important) The town assumed importance once it was connected to the rail system.lose 
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its importance The island lost its importance when trade routes 

changed.grow/increase in importance (=become more important) The country’s 
tourism industry has grown in importance.decline in importance (=become less 

important) The party declined in importance as new parties were 
formed.PREPOSITIONSthe importance of sth The article stresses the importance of 
regular exercise.importance to sb These records are of importance to local 

historians.PHRASESa sense/feeling of importance (=a feeling that you are an 
important person) Sitting behind the big desk gave her a feeling of importance.matters 
of importance He consulted Lansdowne on all matters of importance.a man of 

importance Her husband was a man of great importance, a former deputy prime 
minister.be of little/no importance Where the money came from is of no 
importance.be of the utmost importance/be of paramount importance (=be 

extremely important) It is of the utmost importance that this matter is kept 
confidential.be of secondary importance (=be less important than another 
thing) It is how confidently you speak that matters; what you say is of secondary 

importance.be of primary importance formal (=be the most important 

thing) Finishing the project on time is of primary importance.THESAURUS: 

importancesignificancethe importance of an event, action etc, especially because 

of the effects or influence it will have in the future:The significance of the discovery  

was not understood until years later. | 9/11 was an event of global significance (=very  

important because it affected the whole world). | The results were of little  

significance at the time (=not very important).valuethe importance and usefulness of  

something:The athletes talked to the students about the value of a college 

education. | Such methods are of little value. | His work was of great value to future  

scientists.prominencethe fact of being important and well-known:He first came to 

prominence in the 1990s (=he first became well-known).  

important /ɪmˈpɔːtənt $ -ɔːr-/ adjective  1. having a big effect or influence on 

people’s lives, or on what happens in the futureNOUNSan important 
event/occasion The Civil War was the single most important event in American 

history.an important moment/time/day Today is a very important day for her – 
she’s getting married.an important decision Choosing a home is one of the 
most important decisions of your life.an important meeting He has 

an important business meeting.an important point/question/issue The important 
point to remember is that language is constantly changing.an important 
part/feature/aspect Music is an important part of the life of the community.an 

important role/contribution Agriculture still has an important role in the country’s 
economy.an important factor Price is always an important factor.an important 

source of sth Vegetables are an important source of vitamin C.the (most) important 
thing spoken You’re safe – that’s the most important thing.PREPOSITIONSbe 
important to sb/sth My relationship with God is very important to me.be important 

for sth Regular exercise is important for health.ADVERBSextremely/highly 
important The right to privacy is a highly 
important issue.tremendously/incredibly/hugely important Radio still plays 

an incredibly important part in people’s lives.vitally/crucially/critically 
important (=extremely important for someone or something to succeed) It is vitally 
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important for buyers to have accurate and independent information.supremely 

important (=more important than anything else – used for emphasis) His role 
was supremely important.particularly/especially important Training is particularly 

important for young people who’ve never had a job.increasingly important China 
now has an increasingly important role in world affairs.equally important The father’s 
role is equally important.strategically important (=important because of its 

position) Turkey is strategically important, because of its border with Iran, Iraq, and 
Syria.VERBSbecome important Combining a career with a family is becoming 
important to more and more women.PHRASESit is important (that)... It is important 

that the patient understands the risks.most important of all Most important of all, try 
to get as much information as you can about the universities you are considering going 

to.THESAURUS: 

importantbigday | occasion | moment | decision | game | problem | issue | 

mistakeimportant or serious:The couple have spent months getting ready for the big  

day. | Choosing the right course is a big decision. | It’s a big game for both  

teams. | Crime is a big problem. | Tax cuts will be a big issue at the next  

election. | You’re making a big  

mistake.significantdifference | change | increase | reduction | improvement | p

rogress | number | proportion | effect | impact | role | contributionimportant  

enough to be noticeable or have a big effect. You often use significant about things  

that have been measured:There is no significant difference between the two 

groups. | The researchers found significant changes in the level of carbon in the 

atmosphere. | Studies demonstrated that the pest outbreak was due to the significant  

reduction in the number of spiders. | Significant progress has been made towards an  

agreement. | There have been a significant number of cases of the disease in  

Canada. | The results are not statistically  

significant.majorproblem | issue | part | change | cause | factor | reason | con

tribution | sourceone of the most important or serious things:Homelessness  

continues to be a major problem. | Selling goods on the internet is now a major part of  

their business. | When major changes happen in your life, this can affect your financial  

position. | Smoking is a major cause of heart disease. | Age is a major factor, and 

most patients are very old or very young. | The long hours and the poor salaries are 

the major reasons why it is difficult to find people to do the work. | Oil is a major  

source of income for the government. Major is always used before a  

noun. notable formalexception | feature | achievement | success | victory | ex

ampleimportant or interesting and deserving your attention:Apart from one or  

two notable exceptions, there are very few women in positions of power. | The 

other notable feature of the palace is the beautiful gardens. | The Theory of Evolution  

was his most notable achievement. | This painting is a particularly notable example of  

the artist’s early work. | The film is notable for its use of special effects.VERY 
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IMPORTANT OR EXTREMELY 

IMPORTANTkeypart | area | element | role | factor | point | issue | question | ob

jectiveextremely important:Listening is a key part of communication. | Manufacturing  

is one of the key areas of the economy. | Good financial planning is a key element in  

business. | Wheeler had a key role in the development of the atom bomb. | Training is  

a key factor in the team’s success. | The key point to bear in mind is that the situation  

is constantly changing. | Cost is naturally a key issue. | The key question is – will  

people buy it? | One of their key objectives is to reduce the amount of waste. | Timing  

is key.essentialpart | element | aspect | feature | role | suppliesextremely  

important, because something cannot exist without it, or you cannot do something  

without it:Protein is an essential part of a healthy diet. | Electricity services are 

an essential feature of modern society. | The US is sending essential supplies of food 

and medicine to the victims of the earthquake. | Oxygen is essential for life. | It is  

essential to speak the local  

language.vitalpart | element | role | information | evidence | clue | source | res

ourcesextremely important, because something cannot exist without it, or you cannot  

do something without it:Communication is a vital part of our business. | Forests play  

a vital role in reducing the impact of climate change. | Vital evidence has been 

stolen. | Detectives believe the photographs may hold a vital clue. | His evidence 

was vital to the case. Vital or essential?These words basically mean the  

same. Essential sounds more neutral: Calcium is essential for healthy  

bones. Vital sounds stronger and more urgent: It is vital that he gets the money  

today. crucial/criticalrole | part | factor | time | moment | stage | question | i

ssueextremely important, because without it there could be serious problems. You also  

use crucial/critical about times and questions that are extremely important:Oil plays  

a crucial role in the country’s economy. | Libraries are a crucial part of our  

culture. | Shareholder confidence is a critical factor for any company. | He was worried  

about losing his voice at a crucial moment in front of an audience. | The critical  

question is whether this trend is likely to  

continue.paramount /ˈpærəmaʊnt/ formalconsideration | concernmore important  

than anything else, so that you must consider it when deciding what to do:The safety  

of the child must be the court’s paramount consideration (=the thing that most affects  

their decision). | Secrecy was always the paramount concern. | The needs of the 

students are paramount. In more formal English, if something is very important, you  

can say it is of great/considerable importance: Tourism is of great importance to  

the local economy. If something is extremely important, you can say that it is of  
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major/vital/crucial/paramount importance: Customer loyalty is of paramount  

importance to us. IMPORTANT IN  

HISTORYhistoricmoment | event | agreement | opportunity | victoryvery  

important and having a great effect on future events:Today is a historic moment for  

our country. | A huge crowd of people had gathered to witness the historic event. | The 

politicians must seize this historic opportunity for  

peace.landmarkdecision | judgment | ruling | case | study | report | agreement

 | deal | victory | achievement | event | visitvery important and having a great  

effect on future events, or on the future development of something:In a landmark  

decision, the Supreme Court said that students of all races should be able to attend the  

college. | They published a landmark study which showed that aspirin could reduce the 

risk of heart disease. | The US and Russia signed a landmark agreement on nuclear  

weapons. | President Nixon made a landmark visit to China in 1972. Landmark is  

often used as a noun: The case was a landmark for women’s rights (=an important  

event which had a great effect on the development of women’s  

rights). momentous formalevent | decision | occasion | change | consequences

 | victory | yearextremely important and having a very great effect on the 

future. Momentous sounds even more important  

than historic or landmark:Momentous events were taking place across the Arab 

World. | This was to be a momentous decision, although he did not know it at the 

time. | He resigned, with momentous consequences for the future of his country. | The 

party won a momentous victory. | 2012 was a momentous year for the 

city.ANTONYMS → unimportant2. an important person, organization, or country has a 

lot of power or influenceNOUNSan important person/man/woman He is a 

very important man and he does not like to be kept waiting.an important 
customer/client Japan Airlines is one of our most important customers.an important 
guest/visitor We are expecting some important visitors tomorrow.an important 

friend/ally Turkey is an important ally and a good friend of the United 

States.THESAURUS: 

importanttopman | woman | executive | scientist | expert | jobmost  

important. Top sounds rather informal and is often used in news reports:He is the 

party’s top man in the Senate. | In China, over 30 per cent of top executives are 

women. | She was appointed to the top job at the State Department. | Who is the top 

dog around here? (=the most important person – an informal  

use)keyplayer | member | personnela key person is very important to the success  

of a group or organization:The team will be without one of their key players. | She is a  

key member of the laboratory staff, with over 28 years’ experience. | Pilots and 
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other key personnel need to be able to get regular  

sleep.leadingfigure | member | expert | authority | scientist | intellectual | writ

er | artist | opponentimportant and well respected:He was one of the leading  

figures in the art world. | His uncle was a leading member of the Egyptian Communist  

Party. | Professor Cole is one of the country’s leading authorities on the subject (=he 

or she knows more about it than anyone). | 100 of the world’s leading scientists will  

attend the conference. | In July, two leading opponents of the government were 

arrested. | Gandhi played a leading role in India’s struggle for  

independence.influentialfigure | member | writer | artist | newspaper | magazin

e | journalimportant and having a lot of influence:She worked with some of  

Hollywood’s most influential figures (=influential people). | Another influential writer of  

the period was William Faulkner. | The Süddeutsche Zeitung is one of Germany’s  

most influential newspapers. | Stieglitz was the editor of the highly 

influential journal ‘Camera  

Work’.prominentfigure | member | businessman | businesswoman | activistimp

ortant and well known:The letter was signed by 34 prominent figures from the US 

entertainment industry. | Cox was a prominent member of the Campaign for Nuclear  

Disarmament. | A prominent French businessman gave the refugees his private plane 

to use. | The prominent human rights activist was freed from prison (=someone who 

takes part in activities intended to achieve political or social  

change).valuedmember | customervery important to a company, team, or  

organization:Her pleasant personality and hard work made her a valued member of  

staff. | As one of our most valued customers, we would be delighted to offer you our  

Gold Credit Card.  

imposing /ɪmˈpəʊzɪŋ $ -ˈpoʊ-/ adjective  THESAURUS > impressive 

impossible /ɪmˈpɒsəbəl, ɪmˈpɒsɪbəl $ ɪmˈpɑː-/ adjective  something that is 

impossible cannot happen or be doneADVERBSabsolutely impossible It is absolutely 
impossible to predict the outcome of the election.almost/nearly impossible He 

thought that winning would be almost impossible.virtually/practically 
impossible (=almost impossible) Getting tickets for the concert is practically 
impossible.well-nigh impossible formal (=almost impossible) It would be well-nigh 

impossible to police the whole coastline.seemingly impossible He managed to win the 
chess game from a seemingly impossible position.physically impossible It 

was physically impossible for him to climb over the wall.VERBSseem 
impossible Finding time to exercise can seem impossible when you have a demanding 
job.prove impossible (=be impossible because you have tried but not 

succeeded) It proved impossible for the two sides to reach an agreement.become 
impossible As it became darker, it became impossible for players to see the ball.find 
sth impossible He found it impossible to sleep because of the heat.make sth 

impossible also render sth impossible formal The loud 
music made conversation impossible. | The large number of prison guards rendered any 
escape impossible.NOUNSan impossible job/task He faced the near impossible 
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task of paying back huge debts.an impossible feat (=something that is impossible to 

do) She achieved the seemingly impossible feat of breaking the world record.an 
impossible dream (=something you want, but will never happen) For a small club, 

winning the cup final will always be an impossible dream.impossible demands She 
was growing tired of the company’s impossible demands.PREPOSITIONSimpossible for 
sb Lifting such a heavy object would be impossible for anyone.PHRASESit is 

impossible to do sth It is impossible to know if this story is true.difficult, if not 
impossible (=difficult, and perhaps impossible) Obtaining funding for the film will 

be difficult, if not impossible.THESAURUS: impossibleimpracticalsomething  

that is impractical is too expensive, takes too much time, is too difficult etc and 

therefore it is not sensible to try to do it:It’s a nice idea, but it’s totally  

impractical. | We cannot all just stop using our cars – that would be completely  

impractical. | For various reasons it has proved impractical to build the tunnel (=people  

found that it was impractical). | His suggestion sounded hopelessly impractical.out of  

the questionused when saying that something is completely impossible, especially  

because it is not allowed:It’s out of the question for you to go alone. | You can't have 

more money - it's absolutely out of the question.there’s no way informalused when 

saying that you think something is completely impossible:There’s no way we can get to  

the airport in less than an hour.inconceivableimpossible to imagine or believe:It  

seemed inconceivable that there could be an end to the fighting in Northern  

Ireland.unthinkableimpossible to imagine or believe – used especially about  

something that seems very shocking to people:In those days it was unthinkable for a  

lady to work outside the home.unattainableimpossible to achieve:an unattainable  

goal | Victory seemed unattainable.it can’t be done spokenused when saying very  

definitely that something is impossible:I’m afraid it can’t be done - we don't have 

enough time.ANTONYMS → possible 

impression /ɪmˈpreʃən/ noun  the opinion or feeling you have about someone 

or something because of the way they seemADJECTIVESa good/favourable/positive 
impression She wanted to make a good impression on her first day at college.the 

right impression It is important to create the right impression for customers.a 
bad/unfavourable/negative impression They say that the film gives people 
a negative impression of their religion.the wrong impression/a misleading 

impression The advertisement gives a misleading impression of the product.a 
false/mistaken impression He had the mistaken impression that Julia was 
married.sb’s first/initial/immediate impression My first impression was that he 

was rather arrogant.the overall/general impression The general impression was of a 
well-run company.a strong/deep/big/great impression (=one that someone feels 
very strongly) She made a strong impression on me the first time I met her.a 

clear/vivid impression He had the clear impression that most people were in favour 
of the idea.the distinct impression (=used when something seems very clear to 
you) We were left with the distinct impression that the contract was ours if we wanted 

it.the overwhelming/overriding impression (=an impression that is stronger than 
all others) The overwhelming impression after the meeting was one of optimism.a 
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lasting impression (=one that someone remembers for a long time) Sam’s 

performance had made a lasting impression on the audience.an indelible 
impression formal (=lasting forever and impossible to change) Alan’s wartime 

experiences had left an indelible impression on him.a vague impression (=not very 
clear) Dave only had a vague impression of the man who had attacked him.sb’s 
personal impression My personal impression is that the new government has done a 

good job.VERBSmake an impression on sb His father made a big impression on him 
when he was young.have/leave an impression on sb (=make an impression on 
someone) The film left a lasting impression on me.give sb an impression/leave sb 

with an impression The company gave the impression that they were interested in 
publishing her work. | I was left with the impression that he didn’t like me very 
much.create an impression Arriving late won’t create a very good impression at an 

interview.get an impression also gain an impression formal What sort 
of impression did you get of the city?form an impression The coach had formed a 
very favourable impression of him.correct an impression I’d like to correct a 

false impression I may have given.confirm/reinforce an impression The 
report confirmed his initial impression that the business was worth investing 
in.PHRASESbe under the impression (that)... (=believe that something is true when 

it is not) I was under the impression that the museum opened at 9.30.first 
impressions count (=the impression you make when you first meet someone is 
important) Always remember that first impressions count, so don’t be late. 

impressive /ɪmˈpresɪv/ adjective  something that is impressive makes you 

admire it because it is very good, large, important etcNOUNSan impressive 
achievement/feat Winning the award at her age is an impressive 

achievement.impressive performance/display/results The team gave 
an impressive performance. | Researchers have obtained very impressive results using 
the treatment.an impressive sight The huge bridge is an impressive sight.an 

impressive victory/win He won an impressive victory over his opponent.an 
impressive start/debut The team have made an impressive start to the season.an 
impressive record He has an impressive record of 21 goals in 27 games.an 

impressive list The conference includes an impressive list of speakers.an impressive 
array of sb/sth formal (=an impressive group) Among the guests was an impressive 
array of authors and critics.ADVERBSpretty impressive informal (=rather 

impressive) The results are pretty impressive.particularly impressive The museum 
has a particularly impressive collection of modern art.highly impressive (=very 
impressive) This is a highly impressive piece of work.hugely/tremendously/mightily 

impressive It was a tremendously impressive performance.VERBSlook/sound/seem 
impressive The figures certainly look impressive.PHRASESfar from impressive (=not 
impressive at all) The results of the experiment were far from 

impressive.THESAURUS: 

impressivespectacularview | sight | display | success | result | goal | fashion

 | examplevery impressive and exciting to look at or watch:There are spectacular  

views of the ocean. | The waterfall is a spectacular sight. | In the autumn there is  

a spectacular display of colours. | The book was a spectacular success. | The company 

has achieved some spectacular results this year. | Rooney scored a spectacular  

goal near the end of the match. | Bolt won the race in spectacular fashion (=in a  
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spectacular way). | The museum contains some spectacular examples of his  

work.majesticmountain | river | castle | scenery | view | sight | animal | birdve

ry impressive because of being big and beautiful:The village is surrounded by majestic  

mountains. | The majestic river flows into the sea. | The majestic castle rises above 

the town. | Visitors come for the majestic mountain scenery. | There is a majestic  

view of Mount Fuji in the background. | The huge gothic cathedral is a majestic  

sight. | The bull was a majestic animal. | The golden eagle is one of the 

most majestic of  

all birds.imposingbuilding | figure | structure | entrance | door | edificebig and 

impressive. Imposing sounds rather formal and is mainly used in written  

descriptions:Delhi is full of wide avenues, beautiful gardens, and imposing  

buildings. | He looked an imposing figure in his official blue and gold uniform (=an 

imposing person). | Grand Central station is an imposing structure. | Leon walked up 

the steps to the imposing entrance of the hotel. | They approached the imposing front  

door of the building. | The Vienna Theatre was an imposing edifice (=an imposing  

building – a formal  

use).breathtakingview | scenery | sight | image | beauty | pace | speedextremel

y impressive – used especially when something is very beautiful, very big, or very  

fast:The hotel has a breathtaking view across the Bay of Naples. | The views of the 

Rocky Mountains are simply breathtaking. | I paused a moment in order to look at  

the breathtaking scenery. | The huge ship was a breathtaking sight. | The spacecraft  

sent back some breathtaking images of the solar system. | Nepal is known for  

the breathtaking beauty of its mountains. | The economy is growing at a breathtaking  

pace. | Everything seemed to be happening at a breathtaking speed.awe-

inspiringsight | display | masterpieceso impressive that you feel great respect and 

admiration, or you feel rather frightened:The volcano was an awe-inspiring sight. | The 

US forces gave an awe-inspiring display of firepower. | Michelangelo’s masterpiece 

is awe-

inspiring.dazzlingsmile | display | performance | sight | success | rangeextremel

y impressive – used especially when someone does something very well or looks very  

beautiful:She gave me a dazzling smile. | There is a dazzling display of art on  

show. | Uma Thurman gives a dazzling performance as Charlotte. | The palace must  

have been a dazzling sight. | The show was a dazzling success. | There is a dazzling  

range of different products to choose 

from.glitteringcareer | success | prizeextremely impressive – used when someone 

is greatly admired for their achievements:Hoffman has had a glittering career as an  

actor. | The record was a glittering success. | This was the first of many glittering  

prizes in his political career.  



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1118] 

improve /ɪmˈpruːv/ verb  to become better, or to make something 

betterADVERBSa lot The town has improved a lot since I was 
young.considerably/significantly/greatly Doctors said yesterday his condition 
had improved significantly.dramatically With regular exercise, your energy levels 

will improve dramatically.immeasurably formal Since meeting John, my life 
has improved immeasurably.really improve (sth) Your spelling has really 
improved.vastly (=very much) A new carpet would vastly improve the living 

room.radically The system needs to be radically improved.slightly/marginally In the 
afternoon the weather improved slightly and we were able to go 
out.steadily/gradually/slowly He believes the economic climate will gradually 

improve.rapidly The quality of education is rapidly improving.PHRASESimprove with 
age/time/practice The singer’s voice has improved with age.new and 
improved They produce a new and improved version of the software every eighteen 

months.THESAURUS: improveget 

bettersituation | things | weather | economyto become better. Get better is more 

informal than improve:The situation is getting better. | I hope things get better at  

work soon. | They decided to wait for the weather to get better. | Four out of five think  

the economy will get better under the new government.pick 

upeconomy | business | sales | thingsif an economy or area of business picks up, it  

improves:I would advise him to wait until the economy picks up. | Unless business  

picks up soon, the shop will have to close. | Sales are beginning to pick up. | They’re  

hopeful that things will pick up.make improvementsto make changes or add things to  

something that will make it better:We help companies to identify areas where they can 

make improvements. | People are borrowing money to make improvements to their  

houses.enhance formalreputation | performance | security | quality of  

life | valueto improve something or a quality that something has:The success of the 

project has enhanced their reputation. | The athlete was accused of taking drugs  

to enhance his performance. | We have taken a number of steps to enhance 

security. | Public parks and green spaces enhance the quality of life of city  

dwellers. | The painting’s interesting  

history enhances its value.perfecttechnology | system | technique | skillsto  

improve something or work on a skill until it is perfect:Our goal is  

to perfect this technology within the next three years. | Almost a decade ago 

they perfected the system they have used ever since. | He spent a further two 

years perfecting his technique. | The best way to perfect your language skills is to  

spend time in a foreign  

country.upgradecomputer | network | software | system | facilities | equipmen

tto make a machine, building, or system more modern or effective:I need 

to upgrade my computer. | The telecommunications company will have to invest  

to upgrade the network. | Do you know how to upgrade your software to the latest  

version? | There are plans to upgrade the rail system. | They plan  
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to upgrade the facilities at the hospital. | The money will be used to upgrade 

equipment for troops.  

improvement /ɪmˈpruːvmənt/ noun  the act of improving something, or the 

state of being improvedADJECTIVESa big improvement There’s been a big 

improvement in the children’s behaviour.a great/vast/major/massive 
improvement (=very big) The new computer system was a vast improvement.a 
dramatic improvement (=very big and happening suddenly) With the new treatment 

we saw a dramatic improvement in his condition.a 
significant/substantial/considerable improvement (=quite big) There has been 
a considerable improvement in trading conditions.a marked/noticeable/distinct 

improvement (=easy to notice) Joanna’s work showed a marked improvement.a 
slight/modest improvement Sales figures have shown a slight improvement this 
month.a gradual/steady improvement There has been a gradual improvement in 

educational standards.a continuous improvement The company is committed 
to continuous improvement of its service.a general improvement (=in all or most 
aspects of something) The 1960s brought a general improvement in the standard of 

living.VERBScarry out/make improvements We need to carry 
out some improvements to the system.see/notice an improvement Despite the 

changes, I hadn’t noticed any improvement in the service.show an 
improvement Patients showed significant improvement after taking the new 
drug.represent an improvement (=be an improvement) A profit of £4.3 

million represents a 15% improvement on last year.need improvement The payment 
process needs improvement.bring (about)/produce an improvement This policy 
has brought substantial improvements in some schools.PREPOSITIONSan 

improvement in sth Reducing car usage will result in significant improvements in air 
quality.an improvement on sth (=something that is better than something that 
existed before) This version of the software is a big improvement on its 

predecessor.PHRASESshow signs of improvement The patient is showing signs of 
improvement.there is room for (further) improvement (=something could be done 
better) There’s room for improvement in the way we run our business. 

impulse /ˈɪmpʌls/ noun  a sudden strong desire to do something without 

thinking about whether it is sensibleADJECTIVESa strong impulse Harry often felt 
a strong impulse to stop and talk to her.an irresistible impulse (=very strong, so you 

cannot control it) I felt an irresistible impulse to laugh.a sudden impulse On a sudden 
impulse, he threw the book into the fire.sb’s first/initial impulse Her first 
impulse was to turn and walk away.a natural impulse My natural impulse was to 

shout for help.VERBShave/feel an impulse to do sth Rosa had an impulse to tell 
Henry the truth.resist/control an impulse Gerry couldn’t resist the impulse to kiss 
her.do sth on impulse (=do something without having planned it) Many people buy 

clothes on impulse and then find they never wear them.act on an impulse also obey 
an impulse formal (=do something because of a sudden desire to) Acting on an 
impulse, he decided to visit his sister. | Obeying an impulse, she entered the 

building.impulse + NOUNSan impulse buy (=something you buy because you see it 
and not because you planned to buy it) She admitted that the shoes had been an 
impulse buy. 

inaccurate /ɪnˈækjərət/ adjective  not accurate or 

correctADVERBStotally/completely/wholly inaccurate A lot of what has been 
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written about him is totally inaccurate.grossly/wildly inaccurate The report in ‘The 

Times’ was criticized for being wildly inaccurate.hopelessly inaccurate In the 16th 
century, maps were often hopelessly inaccurate.slightly/somewhat inaccurate The 

statement he gave to the police was somewhat inaccurate.historically 
inaccurate Some of the events shown in the film are historically inaccurate.factually 
inaccurate He complained that the article was factually inaccurate.notoriously 

inaccurate (=known by many people for being inaccurate) Tabloid stories about 
celebrities are notoriously inaccurate.NOUNSinaccurate 
information/data/figures/results The report was based upon inaccurate 

information.an inaccurate claim/statement An advertisement can be banned if it 
makes inaccurate claims about a product.an inaccurate picture/portrayal/ 
representation of sth The report paints an inaccurate picture of events.inaccurate 

reporting She accused the newspaper of inaccurate reporting.an inaccurate 
estimate/forecast An inaccurate weather forecast can put sailors’ lives at 
risk.VERBSprove inaccurate formal (=be inaccurate) The original estimate of the 

cost proved inaccurate.THESAURUS: inaccurate→ wrong (1)  

inappropriate adjective  not suitableADVERBStotally/completely/wholly 

inappropriate His comments were wholly inappropriate on such a solemn 
occasion.highly inappropriate He lost his job after making a series of highly 
inappropriate remarks about his female colleagues.particularly 

inappropriate also singularly inappropriate formal Wearing red at a funeral is 
considered particularly inappropriate as it is a joyful color.clearly/obviously 

inappropriate This is clearly inappropriate and unacceptable behaviour.wildly 
inappropriate The clothing available for kids these days seems to range from wildly 
inappropriate to just plain stupid.somewhat/rather inappropriate His somewhat 

inappropriate jokes managed to offend quite a few people.NOUNSinappropriate 
behaviour BrE inappropriate behavior AmE also inappropriate 
conduct formal Inappropriate conduct such as using foul language can get you into 

trouble at work.an inappropriate comment/remark She was forced to apologize 
after making an inappropriate comment about the president.an inappropriate 
question She refused to answer an inappropriate question about her private life.an 

inappropriate response/reaction Violence is an inappropriate response to the 
problem of racism.inappropriate language Inappropriate language will not be 
tolerated in the classroom.an inappropriate time/place When was the last occasion 

you laughed at an inappropriate time?VERBSseem/appear inappropriate It seems 
inappropriate to ask her how old she is.be considered/judged inappropriate This 
story contains language which may be considered inappropriate for more sensitive 

readers.be regarded as inappropriate also be deemed inappropriate formal The 
college rules make clear what is regarded as inappropriate behaviour.make sth 
inappropriate The violent scenes in the film make it inappropriate viewing for young 

children.PREPOSITIONSinappropriate for sb/sth It would be inappropriate for me to 

comment until we know more of the facts.THESAURUS: 

inappropriate→ unsuitable 

incentive AC /ɪnˈsentɪv/ noun  something that encourages you to work harder, 

start a new activity etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS + incentivea strong/powerful 

incentive Competition with others acts as a strong incentive for many people.a 
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significant incentive The high financial rewards are a significant incentive.a greater 

incentive The scheme gives industry a greater incentive to tackle pollution.the 
main/biggest incentive The main incentive is the high salary.an extra/added 

incentive As an added incentive, there’s a bottle of champagne for the best team.a 
financial/economic incentive (=money offered as an incentive) Doctors are 
encouraged through financial incentives to work in poor areas.cash incentives The 

scheme gives farmers cash incentives to manage the countryside for wildlife.tax 
incentives (=a reduction in tax, offered as an incentive) Tax incentives are provided 
for employees to buy shares in their own companies.price incentives (=lower prices, 

offered as an incentive) The strong December sales were attributed to attractive price 
incentives.VERBSgive/offer sb an incentive If you want people to change their 
behaviour, it’s good to offer them some kind of incentive.provide (sb with) an 

incentive Good teachers provide their students with incentives to learn.create an 
incentive We need to create an incentive for people to recycle their rubbish.act as an 
incentive (=be an incentive) The chance of promotion acts as an incentive for many 

employees.have an incentive Companies have an incentive to cut their energy 
use.remove/take away an incentive Some people believe that welfare 
benefits remove the incentive to work.lack an incentive He lacked any incentive to try 

harder.incentive + NOUNSan incentive scheme/system The incentive scheme was 
introduced to promote renewable energy.PREPOSITIONSan incentive for sb Awards 
provide an incentive for young people to improve their skills.PHRASEShave little/no 

incentive to do sth Poor farmers have little incentive to grow crops for export. 

incessant /ɪnˈsesənt/ adjective  THESAURUS > continuous 

incidence AC /ˈɪnsədəns, ˈɪnsɪdəns/ noun formal  the number of times 

something happens, usually something bad, among a group of peopleADJECTIVESa 

high incidence of sth There is a high incidence of side effects with this medication.a 
low incidence of sth In Greece there is a low incidence of violent crime.a 
higher/increased/greater incidence of sth There is an increased incidence of 

alcohol abuse in people suffering from depression.the overall incidence of sth (=the 
total incidence) There is no sign that the overall incidence of cancer is decreasing.the 
annual incidence of sth (=in a year) The annual incidence of the disease was at its 

highest in 1983.the true incidence of sth The official figures underestimate the true 
incidence of food poisoning.incidence + VERBSthe incidence of sth 

decreases/falls The incidence of cardiovascular disease would decrease if people 
exercised more.the incidence of sth increases/rises The incidence of hepatitis B 
is increasing.VERBS + incidencereduce the incidence of sth Certain vitamins have 

been shown to reduce the incidence of birth defects.increase the incidence of 
sth Raising the speed limit is likely to increase the incidence of accidents.have a 
high/low incidence of sth Women smokers have a higher incidence 

of miscarriage.find a high/low incidence of sth Medical researchers have found a 
low incidence of coronary heart disease in Toulouse.PREPOSITIONSthe incidence of 
sth (among/in a group) The incidence of depression among lawyers is 3.6 times the 

national average.PHRASESthe incidence of cancer/leukaemia/heart disease 
etc The cause of the unusually high incidence of cancer remains a mystery.the 
incidence of crime They believe that punishment reduces the incidence of crime.the 

incidence of poverty Why is there a greater incidence of poverty among older 
women? 
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incident AC /ˈɪnsədənt, ˈɪnsɪdənt/ noun [C]  an event, especially one that is 

unusual, important, or violentADJECTIVESa major incident (=very serious) The most 
recent major incident was an explosion at an oil refinery.a small/minor incident An 
apparently minor incident sparked off rioting.a serious incident The road is closed 

following a serious incident earlier today.a dramatic incident (=unexpected and 
exciting) Viewers watched the dramatic incident on the television news.the whole 
incident The whole incident was caught on camera.a separate incident Young men 

were killed in two separate incidents on the same day.an isolated incident (=one that 
happens on its own, not connected with others) Luckily the attack turned out to be an 
isolated incident.a related incident (=connected to another incident) The report 

describes a number of related incidents.the latest incident (=the most recent in a 
series) In the latest incident two men were seriously hurt.an unfortunate 
incident There was an unfortunate incident when someone dropped their wedding ring 

down the toilet.a tragic incident (=one involving death or serious injury) We attended 
a memorial service to remember all those who died in this tragic incident.a violent 
incident There have been several violent incidents at football games recently.a 

strange/unusual/curious incident Any unusual incidents should be reported to the 
police.an embarrassing incident He left after an embarrassing incident in the bar.a 

shooting/stabbing incident (=when someone is shot or stabbed) Two men died 
today in a shooting incident.a terrorist incident The explosion is being treated as 
a terrorist incident.VERBSan incident happens/takes place/occurs The incident 

happened as Mrs Edwards was walking her dog. | The tragic incident occurred just after 
midnight.cause an incident His carelessness caused a major incident.be involved in 
an incident All those involved in the incident were sacked.witness an incident (=see 

it) Anyone who witnessed the incident should contact police.investigate an 
incident Hospital officials are investigating the incident.deal with/handle an 
incident The company was criticized for the way in which 

it handled the incident.describe an incident Police asked the victim 
to describe the incident.an incident leads to/causes sth The incident led to security 
at the hospital being tightened.PREPOSITIONSwithout incident (=without anything 

unusual happening) The plane landed without incident. 

income /ˈɪŋkʌm, ˈɪn-/ noun  the money that you receive, for example as 

payment for workingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + incomea high/large income He has a 

relatively high income.a low/small income Rent takes a large part of their small 
income.a fixed income I’m retired and on a fixed income.sb’s annual 
income Brian’s annual income is around £43,000.the average income The report 

compares average incomes across different European countries.family/household 
income She works in a shop to supplement the family income.disposable 
income (=your income after tax and necessary bills have been paid) People are 

spending more of their disposable income on things like mobile phones and 
computers.gross income (=income before you have paid tax) The family’s gross 
income has increased by 5% this year.net income (=income after you have paid 

tax) He was left with a net income of just £80 per week.taxable income (=the part of 
your income on which you pay tax) Money received in rent is included as part of 
your taxable income.sb’s personal income Average personal incomes rose by about 

5% last year.a joint income (=that two or more people have) Between them they 
have a joint income of less than £20,000.the national income (=the income of a 
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country) A large proportion of the national income comes from food 

exports.investment income (=income from investments) You will be taxed on 
your investment income.VERBShave an income He has an income of $80,000 a 

year.receive an income The tax authorities need to know about any income you have 
received during the past year.provide (sb with) an income The properties he rented 
out provided him with an income.generate an income (=provide one) He decided to 

invest the money to generate an income for the future.increase your income She 
took on extra work to increase her income.supplement/add to your 
income (=increase your income, for example by doing an extra job) Ted supplemented 

his income by doing part-time work in the evenings.sb’s income 
rises/increases/goes up They saw their income rise considerably over the next few 
years.sb’s income falls/goes down Average income fell by one third during this 

period.income + NOUNSan income group/bracket (=a group of people with roughly 
the same income) In general, people in higher income brackets live longer.an income 
level The tax rate rises with the individual’s income level.income tax (=tax that you 

pay on your income) The standard rate of income tax is to be cut by 0.5%.incomes 
policy BrE (=government controls on wages) Government control of the economy must 
include an effective incomes policy.PREPOSITIONSon a high/low etc 

income People on low incomes will get help to pay their fuel bills.income from 
sth Only 5% of this group had any income from paid employment.PHRASESa source of 
income His pension was his only source of income.loss of income You can buy 

insurance to protect you against loss of income if you are ill.THESAURUS: 

income→ salary 

incompatible /ˌɪnkəmˈpætəbəl◂/ adjective  THESAURUS > unsuitable 

incongruous adjective  THESAURUS > unsuitable 

inconsiderate adjective  THESAURUS > unkind 

inconvenient adjective  THESAURUS > unsuitable 

incorrect adjective  THESAURUS > wrong (1) 

increase1 /ɪnˈkriːs/ verb  1. to become bigger in size, number, or 

amountADVERBSgreatly increase The city has greatly increased in size.vastly 
increase (=by an extremely large amount or number) The power of the state 
has vastly increased.increase significantly The number of students is expected 

to increase significantly over the next few years.increase 
dramatically/sharply (=suddenly and by a large amount) The population increased 
dramatically in the first half of the century.increase rapidly Oil imports are increasing 

rapidly.increase gradually/slowly/steadily After fourth grade, the amount of 
schoolwork continues to increase gradually.increase slightly The prison 
population increased only slightly from 2,800 prisoners to 2,950.increase 

markedly (=enough to be easily noticed) Violence in the city has increased 
markedly in recent days.increase exponentially formal (=used when something 
keeps increasing at a very fast rate) Internet fraud has increased exponentially in the 

last few years.increase threefold/tenfold etc (=by three, ten etc times as many or 
as much as before) Car production increased tenfold.NOUNS + increasethe 
number/rate/amount/level of sth increases During this period, the number of car 

drivers increased by 8%.the price/value/cost of sth increases The price of land 
continues to increase.crime/violence/unemployment 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1124] 

increases Crime has increased throughout the Western world during the past half 

century.sb’s salary/income/pay increases Doctors’ salaries increased by 50 
percent.sales increase/production increases Sales have increased rapidly over the 

last few years.the population increases The world’s population is increasing at an 
alarming rate.the risk increases The risk of getting the disease increases as you get 
older.sb’s power/influence increases The power of the 

unions increased.PREPOSITIONSincrease by 10%/£100/a large amount etc Food 
prices increased by 10% in less than a year.increase to 1 million/£1,000/75% 
etc The salary is £18,600 a year, increasing to £23,000.increase in 

value/size/importance etc Investments are certain to increase in value.increase 
with age/time/speed etc The risk of getting the disease increases 
with age.PHRASESincrease in real terms (=increase in amount when you consider all 

other things, especially when you include the rate of inflation) Pensions have increased 

in real terms over the last twenty years.THESAURUS: increasego 

upprice | cost | tax | rate | salesto increase. Go up is less formal than increase,  

and is the usual verb to use in everyday English when talking about prices, taxes  

etc:The price of coffee keeps going up. | Costs have gone up by 15%. | Taxes will go 

up dramatically. | Attendance rates have gone up at sports games. | Sales have gone 

up this  

year.riselevel | rate | unemployment | crime | price | inflation | production | de

mand | temperature | living standardsto increase. Rise sounds a little formal and 

is often used when talking about the level of something increasing:Income levels rose,  

as did prices. | Interest rates rose by 3.75%. | Unemployment has been rising in most  

European countries. | Crime has risen faster than at any time in our history. | Oil  

production rose by 24% to almost 26 million tonnes. | The demand for gas has been 

rising steadily. | Global temperatures are expected to rise by as much as five 

degrees. | Living standards have risen  

dramatically.grownumber | population | economy | sales | trade | imports | exp

ortsto increase, especially gradually over a period of time. Grow sounds a little formal  

and is used about numbers or amounts:The number of people working from home has  

grown substantially. | The town’s population grew from 3,000 to over  

20,000. | Vietnam’s economy has grown by an average of more than 7% a 

year. | Sales grew slightly during the first quarter. | Since 1990, US imports of foreign  

goods have grown at a rate of 7.7% per  

year.escalateviolence | fighting | crime | cost | priceto increase to a high level –  

used about things that you do not want to increase:Police statistics indicate that late-

night violence has escalated. | The fighting has escalated in recent months. | There are 

problems dealing with escalating crime and violence. | The cost of the project has  

escalated from £457 million to £1.4 billion. | The price had escalated from $30 to over  

$60.soarprice | profit | sales | temperature | unemployment | inflation | dema

nd | confidence | popularityto increase and reach a very high level – used about  
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numbers and amounts, or about feelings:Copper prices have soared due to strong  

demand from China’s booming economy. | The company’s operating profit soared by 

150%. | The temperature soared to 36.6 degrees centigrade. | After winning the match  

his confidence soared. | The singer’s popularity has soared.shoot 

upprice | profit | sales | temperature | unemploymentto increase very quickly  

and suddenly:Share prices shot up 30% over the last week. | Sales of their products  

have shot up by more than a third. | My body temperature shot up. | US workers have 

seen unemployment shoot up alarmingly in the past  

year.ANTONYMS → decrease22. to make something become bigger in size, number, 

or amountADVERBSgreatly/substantially increase sth Smoking greatly 
increases your risk of developing cancer.vastly increase sth (=by an extremely large 
amount or number) Rapid economic development has vastly increased demand for 

water in recent years.dramatically/sharply increase sth (=suddenly and by a large 
amount) The government was determined to dramatically increase the number of 
people going to university.significantly increase sth The United States significantly 

increased the number of US military personnel in the area.increase sth 
threefold/tenfold etc (=by three, ten etc times as many or as much as before) We 
have increased our online sales threefold since May.gradually/slowly/steadily 

increase sth The union has steadily increased its membership, which now stands at 
over 5 million.increase sth slightly There is a slightly increased risk of 
cancer.increase + NOUNSincrease the number/rate/amount/level of sth The city 

authorities increased the number of police officers.increase the price/cost of 
sth Businesses are expected to increase the price of their products.increase 
sales/production The company changed their website in order to try to increase 

sales.increase the risk/chance/likelihood of sth (=make something more likely to 
happen) Studying languages increases your chances of getting a good job.increase 
sb’s power The internet has increased the power of the people, because governments 

can no longer control the flow of information.increase production/demand Saudi 
Arabia increased oil production to 1 million barrels a day. | Advances in information 
technology will increase the demand for training.increase efficiency Companies are 

always looking for ways of increasing efficiency.increase 
speed He increased his speed to 50 miles an hour.PREPOSITIONSincrease sth by 
10%/£100/a large amount etc The bank increased its profits by 

13.4%.THESAURUS: increaseput upprice | tax | rent | costto make prices,  

taxes etc increase. Put up is less formal than increase, and is the usual verb to use in  

everyday English when talking about prices, taxes etc:They’re always putting up gas  

prices. | Voters expect the government to put up taxes. | The landlord has put the rent  

up again. | They put up the cost of seeds for  

farmers.raisetax | rate | standard | level | awareness | tensionto increase 

something such as prices or taxes, or levels or standards. Raise is a little more formal  

than increase:The Democrats want to raise taxes. | The bank has raised interest rates  

for the third time this year. | The new government wants to raise living  

standards. | The school aims to raise students’ levels of achievement. | They are trying  
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to raise awareness about the disease. | Recent events have raised tensions between 

different racial  

groups.boostsales | profits | output | revenue | imports | exports | hopes | conf

idence | attendanceto make something increase to a higher level:The hot weather  

has boosted sales of ice cream. | Cost-cutting helped boost operating  

profits. | Expanding world trade will boost German exports. | The news boosted the 

party’s hopes of winning the election. | The team’s victory had boosted their  

confidence. | Cheaper tickets will help to boost  

attendance.expandbusiness | operations | trade | range | scopeto increase 

something, especially the amount of business, or the range of something:The South  

Korean firm has been expanding its business in the US. | The company plans to expand 

its retail operations. | They want to expand trade with China. | We have expanded the 

range of products and services we offer to customers. | He decided to expand the 

scope of his project.growbusiness | company | economyto increase the size of a  

company or economy – used in business English:He helped grow the business from 

three hotels to 63. | We need more money to grow the company. | Cutting taxes would  

help to grow the economy and create new 

jobs.extendinfluence | power | dominance | role | range | scope | lifeto increase 

something such as your power or influence, the range of something, or the time that  

something lasts:China hopes to extend its influence in the region. | The government  

has extended the role of local planning departments. | The company plans to extend 

the range of services that they offer. | The scientists extended the scope of the 

research. | One day we may be able to extend human life to up to 150 years.step 

upefforts | pressure | campaign | attacks | security | paceto increase your efforts  

or activities:All governments need to step up their efforts to fight global  

warming. | Congress stepped up pressure on the president to change his  

decision. | Local people have stepped up their campaign to prevent the airport being  

built in their neighbourhood. | Rebel forces stepped up their attacks against the 

government. | Security has been stepped up following the bombing. | The government  

has agreed to step up the pace of political  

reform.heightentension | awareness | fears | worries | concerns | effect | inter

est | excitementto increase a feeling or effect:The presence of foreign troops has  

heightened tensions between the different groups. | The campaign is aimed at  

heightening awareness about the disease. | Unemployment rose, heightening fears of a  

slowdown in the US economy. | The attack has heightened concerns about gun 

crime. | Hunger can heighten the effect that alcohol has on you. | There has been 

heightened interest in Formula One racing in  

India.maximize also maximise BrEprofit | return | chance | benefit | impact | eff

iciency | savings | potentialto increase something as much as possible:Companies  
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are always looking for ways to maximize profits. | Corporations exist only to maximize 

returns to their shareholders. | He studied hard to maximise his chances of passing his  

exam. | You need to eat healthily in order to maximize the benefits of exercise. | TV 

advertising was used in order to maximize the impact of the campaign. | The 

organization is trying to maximize efficiency and cut costs. | A merger represents the 

most efficient and logical means of maximizing the potential of the two 

companies.ANTONYMS → decrease2 

increase2 /ˈɪnkriːs/ noun  a rise in amount, number, or degreeADJECTIVESa 

big/large/great increase The company has announced a big increase in 
profits. | There has been a great increase in air traffic in the last twenty years.a 

huge/massive increase There was a huge increase in house-building after the war.a 
substantial/considerable increase formal (=big) He negotiated a substantial 
increase in pay for the workers.a significant/marked increase (=definite and 

noticeable) Over the last few years, there has been a marked increase in tourism to 
developing countries. | There has been a significant increase in violent crime over the 
past year.a dramatic/sharp increase (=large and sudden) We have seen a sharp 

increase in the number of vehicle thefts in the area.a slight/small increase Doctors 
have reported a slight increase in the number of deaths caused by the disease. | The 

temperature increase was quite small.a modest increase (=small) The figures reveal 
a modest increase in the birth rate.a rapid increase Recently there has been a rapid 
increase in fish farming.a gradual increase There was a gradual increase in the 

severity of her symptoms.a steady increase (=happening slowly but 
continuously) The university has benefited from a steady increase in student numbers.a 
threefold/fourfold/fivefold etc increase (=by three, four etc times) The figures 

show a threefold increase in passenger numbers.a 10%/50% etc increase A 15% 
increase in oil prices is predicted.an annual increase This is the smallest annual 
increase in wages since 1995.VERBSlead to an increase Government policies have led 

to an increase in unemployment.cause/bring about an increase The 
heatwave brought about a massive increase in water consumption.see an 
increase We’ve seen a huge increase in the number of insurance claims.NOUNS 

+ increasea price/fare/tax increase The airline introduced a 10% fare increase. | The 
company announced another price increase. | The government had no choice but to 
impose a tax increase.a wage/pay/salary increase Canadian workers received a 

5.4% wage increase.PREPOSITIONSan increase in sth School reforms were 
accompanied by an increase in funding.an increase of 10%/£500 etc The proposed 
charge represents an increase of £45.an increase over/on sth This is a 10% increase 

over last year’s figure.PHRASESthe rate of increase The rate of increase in the world 
population is worrying.sth is on the increase (=it is increasing) Knife attacks are on 

the increase.THESAURUS: increasegrowthan increase in the number, size, or  

importance of something. Growth is also used when saying that a company or a  

country’s economy becomes more successful:Japan experienced a period of  

rapid economic growth. | Many people are concerned about the exponential growth  

in the world’s population (=used when something increases at an extremely fast  

rate). | The astonishing growth of the internet has had a dramatic effect on people’s  
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lives.risean increase in the amount of something, or in the standard or level of  

something:The latest figures show a sharp rise in unemployment in the region (=a 

sudden big rise). | There was a big rise in the number of armed robberies. | The 

company reported a small rise in profits. | The majority of families experienced a rise  

in living standards.surgea sudden increase in something such as profits, demand, or  

interest:There was a huge surge in demand for organically grown food. | The 

sudden surge in gas prices came at the worst possible time. | We have seen a  

tremendous surge of interest in Chinese medicine. | There has been a surge in  

popularity of this type of dancing.gainan increase in the amount or level of something  

– used especially in business or political contexts, or when talking about an increase in  

someone’s weight:The party has experienced a significant gain in popularity. | There 

was a big gain in productivity after the new system was introduced. | The December  

job figures show a net gain of 81,000 jobs (=a gain after other numbers or amounts  

have been taken away). | The amount of weight gain during pregnancy  

varies.hike informal especially AmEa large or sudden increase in prices, taxes etc –  

often used in newspaper reports:Further price hikes are expected. | The government is  

planning to introduce tax hikes. | Further wage hikes could affect the company’s ability  

to compete with foreign companies. | Despite a 25% hike in fuel costs, the airline  

made a profit last year.A VERY BIG INCREASEexplosiona sudden very large increase in  

the amount or number of something:The country experienced a population  

explosion. | The book caused an explosion of interest in Renaissance Italy. | There has  

been an explosion in the number of fast food restaurants.booma sudden large increase  

in trade, profits or sales, with the result that a country, company, or industry becomes 

very successful. Boom is also used about a sudden increase in interest in something,  

with the result that it becomes very popular:Japan experienced an economic boom in  

the 1980s. | There has been a boom in sales of diet books and videos. | The boom 

years are over for construction companies.ANTONYMS → decrease1 

independence /ˌɪndəˈpendəns, ˌɪndɪˈpendəns/ noun [U]  political freedom from 

control by the government of another countryADJECTIVESfull/complete 
independence The country gained complete independence from Britain in the 

1960s.political/economic independence Zambia achieved political 
independence without a prolonged conflict.national independence The struggle 
for national independence lasted over 20 years.local independence The new 

constitution aims to strengthen local independence.VERBSget independence The 
country eventually got its independence in 1960.gain/achieve/win 
independence (=get independence) Our aim was 

to achieve full independence.declare independence Estonia declared independence on 
August 20th.grant sth independence (=allow a country to become independent) It 
was General de Gaulle who granted Algeria independence.bring independence to 

sth The rebels fought to bring independence to East Africa.move towards 
independence (=gradually achieve it over a period of time) The country was 
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slowly moving towards independence.independence + NOUNSIndependence Day (=a 

day on which a country’s independence is celebrated) The president was on television 
giving his Independence Day speech.independence celebrations The region is 

preparing for Monday’s independence celebrations.PHRASESthe struggle for 
independence The struggle for independence continued for three decades. 

independent /ˌɪndəˈpendənt◂, ˌɪndɪˈpendənt◂/ adjective  1. able to do things by 

yourself, without needing help or advice from other peopleADVERBSvery 

independent He is a very independent child and gets himself ready for school every 
morning.fiercely independent (=very determined to be independent) She had worked 
hard all her life and was fiercely independent.financially/economically 

independent His inheritance from his father left him financially independent.NOUNSan 
independent life The aim is to enable disabled people to lead an independent 
life.PREPOSITIONSindependent of sb Almost every child eventually 

becomes independent of its parents.THESAURUS: independentself-reliantable  

to do or decide things by yourself:If a mother works, the child will learn to be more 

self-reliant.self-sufficientable to provide all the things you need without help from 

other people:People in these small communities had to be self-sufficient. | The 

government wanted to make the country self-sufficient in food.2. an independent 

country or organization is not controlled, owned, or paid for by another oneNOUNSan 
independent state/country/nation Iceland was the first country to recognize 
Lithuania as an independent state.an independent company The government can 

order large firms to be split up into smaller independent companies.an independent 
school especially BrE (=one not owned or paid for by the government) He has chosen 
to send his children to an independent school.independent 

television/radio/broadcasting BrE (=television or radio companies that are not 
owned or paid for by the government)Independent radio stations who criticized the 
government had been shut down.an independent film (=one not made or produced 

by a large film production company) Awards are more valuable to independent 
films than to the big studio movies.the independent sector BrE (=private companies 

that provide education, health care etc) What can the independent sector learn from 
state schools?ADVERBSfully independent Bahrain became fully independent in 
1971.newly independent A trade agreement was signed with the newly 

independent state of Ukraine in late December.politically independent It is important 
that our police service remains politically independent.VERBSbecome independent 
(from France/the UK etc) Mozambique became independent from Portugal in 

1975.PREPOSITIONSindependent of sth In some countries, central banks are 
completely independent of the government. 

index AC /ˈɪndeks/ noun  1. an alphabetical list of names, subjects etc at the 

back of a book, with the numbers of the pages where they can be foundVERBSlook 

(sth up) in the index She couldn’t resist looking her name up in the index.appear in 
the index The name ‘Shakespeare’ does not appear in the index.use an 
index Children are taught how to use an index to find information they want.compile 

an index The index has been compiled carefully and thoroughly.the index lists sth At 
the back, an index lists all the artist’s paintings.PREPOSITIONSin the index He looked 

to see if his school was in the index.an index of sth The book includes an index 
of Latin plant names.2. a list of the prices of shares or products made every day or 
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every month, that shows how they have changedNOUNS + indexa price index The 

state pension is increased annually in line with the retail price index.a share/stock 
index On Thursday, share indexes fell for a fifth day.the FTSE/Dow Jones/Nikkei 

etc index (=a list from a particular Stock Exchange) There were forecasts that the Dow 
Jones index would soon hit 30,000.VERBSan index rises The consumer price index 
rose by 17 percent in the first 11 months of 1989.an index 

falls The index has fallen more than 9 per cent so far this year.an index jumps 283 
points/11 percent (=it increases suddenly by a large amount) The Jakarta Stock 
Price Index jumped 3.2 percent to 550.989.an index gains/adds 6 points/1 

percent etc In Amsterdam the AEX index gained 1.43 percent to 497.78 points.an 
index drops/loses 6 points/1 percent etc The Shanghai A-share Index lost 12.57 
points to 2,155. 26.an index is up/down 6 points/1 percent etc Argentina’s 

Merval index is up 4.2 percent.an index closed/ended up/down 6 points/1 
percent etc (=it had a particular level at the end of the day) The FTSE 100 
shares index closed down 25.27 at 2,052.an index edged up/down 0.03 percent 

etc (=it increased or decreased by a small amount) The capital’s leading share index 
edged up 0.04 percent to 6,262.20 points.an index stands at 104/895.2 etc A year 
ago, the index stood at 66.1. 

indication AC /ˌɪndəˈkeɪʃən, ˌɪndɪˈkeɪʃən/ noun  a sign that something exists or 

is happeningADJECTIVESa good/fair indication The presence or absence of wildlife 
gives a good indication of pollution levels.a clear indication The heavy police presence 

was a clear indication that security concerns remained high.a strong indication There 
were strong indications that the economy was recovering.an accurate/true 
indication These figures do not give an accurate indication of the rate of volcanic 

activity.a general/rough/broad indication These responses give us a rough 
indication of how many people to expect.an important indication Her decision is 
an important indication of the minister’s influence on her.a useful indication This test 

will provide a useful indication of the child’s linguistic ability.the first 
indication The first indication of the disease is brown spots on the plant’s leaves.an 
early indication (=a sign of something that comes some time before it happens) This 

was an early indication of what the government would decide.another/a further 
indication There is a further indication that he was lying.every indication (=very 
clear signs) There is every indication that the problem will get worse.VERBSsb/sth 

gives an indication He didn’t give any indication that he knew she was there.sth 
provides an indication The research provides an indication of what may happen if 
British summers get warmer.show no indication also not show any indication None 

of them showed any indication of illness.find indications Police found indications that 
the house had been broken into.see no indication I see no indication of him changing 
his mind.have an indication It would be useful to have an indication from you as to 

when you can start work.receive an indication They had 
not received any indication from the school that a problem existed.be seen as an 
indication A guilty plea is seen as an indication of remorse.PHRASES(the) indications 

are that... The indications are that people are becoming more cautious in their 
spending.PREPOSITIONSan indication of sth Strange behaviour can be an indication 
of stress.an indication as to sth formal He gives no indication as to how this system 

might work.an indication from sb They were anxious to get a clear indication 
from the player regarding his future. 
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indicator AC /ˈɪndəkeɪtə, ˈɪndɪkeɪtə $ -ər/ noun  something that shows what is 

happening or what is likely to happenADJECTIVESa good/reliable indicator Property 
prices are a good indicator of how the economy is progressing.a poor/unreliable 
indicator Students’ scores on this test were found to be a poor indicator of their 

ability.a key/important/major indicator Retail sales are a key indicator of the health 
of the US economy.a useful indicator The colour of a fruit can be a useful indicator of 
its ripeness.an economic/financial indicator There is not one economic 

indicator which suggests that a recovery is on the way.a performance 
indicator These performance indicators enabled schools to be graded.a rough/crude 
indicator (=not accurate or exact) The tests are just a rough indicator.a leading 

indicator (=one that gives early signs of what will happen) Demand for machines that 
make machines is a leading indicator of future industrial production.a sensitive 
indicator (=one that is very closely related to something) Infant mortality is often 

assumed to be a sensitive indicator of extreme poverty.a lagging indicator (=one that 
follows what has happened earlier) The figures tell only the beginning of the story, for 
they are lagging indicators.VERBSbe used as an indicator Car ownership is 

frequently used as an indicator of affluence.be seen/regarded/considered as an 
indicator Gold prices are often seen as an indicator of inflation. | Tool using 

was considered an indicator of intelligence.serve as an indicator Absenteeism 
might serve as an indicator of job satisfaction.PREPOSITIONSan indicator of sth Most 
physicians accept that weight is an important indicator of health.an indicator for 

sth The number of new orders is a key indicator for future sales. 

indifference /ɪnˈdɪfərəns/ noun  lack of interest or 

concernADJECTIVEStotal/complete indifference also supreme 
indifference especially literary They showed a total indifference to local cultural 

traditions.apparent/seeming indifference Her apparent indifference to the situation 
was annoying.studied indifference (=deliberately seeming or pretending to be 
indifferent) The girls, with studied indifference, avoided the eyes of the boys as they 

walked past.casual indifference He treated his guests with casual indifference and 
they thought he was very rude.public indifference There was widespread public 
indifference to the president’s visit.pretended/assumed/feigned indifference She 

saw through his pretended indifference to criticism of his work.cool/bland 
indifference (=calm indifference) “Those are the Baron’s orders,” he said with cool 

indifference.callous/heartless indifference They accused the government of callous 
indifference to the plight of the refugees.VERBSshow indifference He 
has shown nothing but indifference towards his own children.express 

indifference Thirty-one per cent of those polled liked the statue, while twenty-five per 
cent expressed indifference.PREPOSITIONSindifference to/towards sth/sb In spite 
of his indifference to her needs, Amy loved him.with indifference All too often, elderly 

patients are treated with indifference.PHRASESa matter of indifference (to 
sb) (=something that does not matter to someone) It is a matter 
of complete indifference to me whether he comes or not. 

indifferent /ɪnˈdɪfərənt/ adjective  not caring at all about 

somethingADVERBStotally/quite indifferent They seem totally indifferent to the fact 
that their actions caused a huge amount of damage. | He was quite indifferent to his 
critics.largely indifferent The guide was describing the church’s history to a largely 

indifferent group of tourists.VERBSseem/appear indifferent Alice shrugged, trying 
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to seem indifferent.remain indifferent The world cannot remain indifferent to his 

brutality.NOUNSsb’s indifferent attitude His teammates joke about his indifferent 
attitude to training.PREPOSITIONSindifferent to sth/sb He was indifferent to the 

attention he received. 

indigestion /ˌɪndɪˈdʒestʃən/ noun  pain that you get when your stomach cannot 

break down food that you have eatenADJECTIVESsevere/acute indigestion (=sudden 
and painful) The symptoms of acute indigestion can be frightening.chronic 

indigestion (=that someone has over a long period of time) He is in constant 
discomfort due to chronic indigestion.terrible indigestion I had terrible 
indigestion and couldn’t sleep.VERBShave indigestion I had indigestion all night.get 

indigestion If you eat too quickly, you’ll get indigestion.suffer from indigestion If 
you often suffer from indigestion, you should consult your doctor.complain of 
indigestion He had come into the medical centre that morning complaining of 

indigestion.give sb indigestion Onions give me indigestion.cause indigestion Stress 
can cause indigestion.indigestion + NOUNSan indigestion tablet Eat smaller meals and 
try indigestion tablets.PHRASESa bit/touch of indigestion It’s just a bit of 

indigestion.a bout of indigestion He suffered from bouts of indigestion. 

indignant /ɪnˈdɪgnənt/ adjective  THESAURUS > angry 

 

individual AC noun  a person, considered separately from the rest of the group 

or society that he or she lives inADJECTIVESa private individual (=a person, not a 

government or company) Most churches were built with donations from private 
individuals.a particular individual The writer is addressing a general reader rather 
than a particular individual.a single individual (=one person on their own) Equipment 

of this kind is not something a single individual could afford.an ordinary 
individual Ordinary individuals need no more than 3–5 grams of salt per day.a 
talented/gifted individual He had taken a group of talented individuals and built a 

superb team.an outstanding individual (=with unusually good qualities) We need a 
few outstanding individuals to act as leaders.a wealthy individual (=rich 
person) Large ranches are often owned by corporations or wealthy individuals.selected 

individuals (=ones who are specially chosen for something) Selected individuals were 
invited to the dinner.isolated individuals (=on their own, not in a group with 
others) Society does not consist of isolated individuals.like-minded 

individuals (=people who share the same opinions) The message board is a forum 
where like-minded individuals can communicate.VERBStreat sb as an individual Each 
student must be treated as an individual.individuals vary (=everyone is 

different) Individuals vary in their ability to adapt to change.PHRASESthe rights of the 
individual The rights of the individual must be protected.freedom of the 
individual We live in a society which prizes the freedom of the individual.a group of 

individuals We need to perform as a team rather than a group of individuals.the 
needs of the individual The fitness program is adapted to the needs of the 
individual.respect for the individual The policies are based on respect for the 

individual. 

industry /ˈɪndəstri/ noun  the production of a particular type of goods or 

servicesADJECTIVESan important/major industry Whisky making is a major 

industry in Scotland.a thriving/booming industry (=very successful) Software 
development soon became a thriving industry in the area.a growing industry The 
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company is part of a small but growing industry.a burgeoning industry (=one that is 

developing and growing quickly) The burgeoning wine industry in Indiana has added 
$34 million to the local economy.a declining industry (=one that is less and less 

successful) Coal and steel are declining industries in Britain.heavy 
industry (=industries that involve the production of large goods) Shipbuilding and 
other heavy industry developed in the north of the country.light industry (=industries 

that involve the production of small goods) Jobs in light industry are increasing.a 
global/international industry Market research is becoming a global industry.local 
industry Most of the people are employed in local industry.a traditional 

industry (=one that has been in a particular area for a long time) The shipyards, the 
traditional industry in the Northeast, had closed.modern industry Modern 
industry needs to be in places where there are good transport links.the 

pharmaceutical/agricultural/financial etc industry Drugs produced by the 
pharmaceutical industry undergo rigorous testing.the nuclear industry The nuclear 
industry spends a lot of money trying to find ways of disposing of its waste.NOUNS 

+ industrythe car/oil/food etc industry He works in the car industry.the 
manufacturing/banking/advertising etc industry The last twenty years have seen 
a decline in manufacturing industry.a service industry (=businesses that provide a 

service, such as banking and tourism) Most of the new jobs are in service 
industries.the film/music/entertainment industry She would really like to work 
in the music industry.the tourist/tourism/travel industry The tourist industry earns 

billions of dollars per year.the leisure/entertainment industry Computer technology 
has revolutionized the entertainment industry.industry + VERBSan industry 
grows/expands The clothing industry grew rapidly during the 1960s.an industry 

declines (=becomes less successful) The shipping industry declined after World War 
II.an industry suffers Many industries have suffered during the recession.an 
industry employs sb The industry currently employs 2.2 million people.VERBS 

+ industrynationalize an industry (=make it owned by the government) The 
rail industry was nationalized in the 1950s, with disastrous results.privatize an 
industry (=make it owned by companies, and not by the government) The 

water industry was privatized in the 1980s.regulate an industry (=control an industry 
so that it does not make unfair profits) A new agency was created to regulate the 
telecommunications industry.develop an industry More investment is needed 

to develop new industries such as tourism.damage an industry Financial scandals 
have damaged the industry in recent years.cripple/devastate an industry (=affect it 
very badly) High taxes are crippling the road transport industry.boost an 

industry (=make it more successful) The new development will boost the local 
construction industry.revive an industry (=make it successful again) The government 
needs to do more to revive the country’s tourism industry following the terrorist 

attacks.spawn an industry (=cause an industry to start to exist) The development of 
computers and software has spawned a huge industry of support services.industry + 

NOUNSan industry leader (=one of the most successful companies or people in a 

particular industry) They are the industry leader in this kind of software sales.industry 
experts (=people who know a lot about a particular industry) Industry experts expect 

house prices to rise.industry insiders (=people who work in a particular industry and 
know about it) Music industry insiders predict huge success for the band.industry 
analysts (=people who study a particular industry to see how it is developing) Industry 

analysts are anticipating better profits in the second half of the year.PREPOSITIONSin 
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an industry There is a debate in the packaging industry about the environmental 

impact of some plastics.PHRASESa captain of industry (=someone who runs a large 
company and has a lot of influence) The prime minister is continuing to hold meetings 

with the country’s captains of industry.trade and industry (=the business of 
producing, buying, and selling goods) He works for the Department of Trade and 
Industry. 

inequality /ˌɪnɪˈkwɒləti, ˌɪnɪˈkwɒlɪti $ -ˈkwɑː-/ noun  an unfair situation, in which 

some people or groups have more money, opportunities, power etc than 
othersADJECTIVES/NOUNS + inequalitygreat inequality Great inequality exists between 
the rich and the poor.growing/increasing/rising inequality There are growing 

inequalities between the highest and lowest paid workers.gross inequality (=great 
and unreasonable or unacceptable) There is gross inequality in the educational 
system.social/racial inequality Education can help to reduce social 

inequality.economic inequality There has been an increase in economic 
inequality between nations.global/geographical inequality (=depending on where a 
person lives) Global inequalities in health mean that child mortality rates are much 

higher in some countries.class inequality (=inequality between social classes) Class 
inequality is firmly embedded in our society.gender inequality Gender 

inequality starts at home and in school.health inequality Health inequalities between 
rich and poor still persist.income inequality (=when some people earn a lot of money 
and some people earn very little) Countries with high levels of income inequality have 

high levels of political violence.VERBScreate/cause/result in inequality Certain 
economic systems inevitably result in inequality.increase/widen inequality Some 
government policies have actually increased inequalities between men and 

women.reduce inequality Taxes can be used to reduce inequality.redress 
inequality (=make a situation fairer) The country has had some success 
in redressing racial inequality.tackle inequality We need a strategy to tackle 

inequalities in health.PREPOSITIONSinequality between sb/sth and 
sb/sth Economic inequalities between men and women can be clearly seen.inequality 
in sth Inequalities in wealth and power have become increasingly 

prominent.inequality of wealth/opportunity Our main goal is to reduce 
the inequality of opportunity suffered by some minority groups. 

inevitable /ɪˈnevətəbəl/ adjective  certain to happen and impossible to 

avoidVERBSseem/look inevitable Defeat now seems inevitable.become 
inevitable War was becoming inevitable.make sth inevitable The country’s huge 
debts made financial collapse almost inevitable.consider sth 

inevitable also see/regard sth as inevitable An increase in oil prices is 
now considered inevitable.ADVERBSalmost/virtually inevitable It was almost 
inevitable that he would resign from his job.perhaps inevitable It was perhaps 

inevitable that she should see the accident as some kind of punishment.NOUNSan 
inevitable consequence/result of sth Disease was an inevitable consequence of 
poor living conditions.an inevitable part of sth Leaving home is an inevitable part 

of growing up.the inevitable conclusion The inevitable conclusion is that someone 
must have been lying about what happened.the inevitable question There is always 
the inevitable question – how did he achieve his success?inevitable 

problems/delays Heavy snowfall means that there will be inevitable delays for air 
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passengers.inevitable decline Lack of investment in new players led to the inevitable 

decline of the club. 

infamous adjective  THESAURUS > famous 

infant /ˈɪnfənt/ noun formal  a baby or very young childADJECTIVESa young 

infant The never-ending demands of a young infant can be very stressful for parents.a 
newborn infant Newborn infants only a few hours old can distinguish between 

different voices.an unborn infant Unborn infants can hear some sounds while still in 
the mother’s womb.a premature infant (=born too early) The hospital provides life-
saving care to premature infants.a healthy infant Healthy mothers are more likely to 

produce healthy infants.a sick infant Sick infants are treated in the intensive care 
nursery.infant + NOUNSinfant mortality (=the number of infants who die) The infant 
mortality rate doubled during the 1990s.infant deaths The number of infant 

deaths has fallen significantly. 

infection /ɪnˈfekʃən/ noun  a disease that affects a particular part of your body 

and is caused by bacteria or a virusADJECTIVES/NOUNS + infectiona chest/throat/eye 

etc infection The doctor said he had a chest infection. | He developed a severe throat 
infection. | She was given antibiotics for an ear infection.a serious/severe 
infection He was admitted to hospital with a serious infection.a slight/minor 

infection (=not serious) Alice is suffering from a slight infection.a nasty 
infection informal (=serious) He’s got a really nasty infection.an acute 
infection (=one that is serious and develops quickly) The disease usually occurs as 

an acute infection of the throat.a secondary infection (=an additional infection that 
happens as a result of the main illness) He developed a secondary infection and had to 
go back to the hospital for treatment.a bacterial/viral/fungal infection (=caused by 

bacteria, a virus, or a fungus) Antibiotics are not effective against viral infections.VERBS 

+ infectionhave an infection Your temperature is often high when 
you have an infection.suffer from an infection He was suffering from an infection of 

the lungs.get/develop/catch an infection She got a nasty throat infection which 
meant she couldn’t sing.contract/acquire an infection formal (=get an 
infection) They had contracted the infection through contaminated water.treat an 

infection Antibiotics are used to treat the infection.fight/combat an infection Your 
body is trying to fight the infection. | A new drug is being developed 
to combat the infection.spread an infection also transmit an 

infection formal Pregnant women can transmit the infection to their unborn child.be 
exposed to an infection (=have contact with bacteria, a virus etc) He was exposed 
to the infection while he was travelling in India.infection + VERBSan infection causes 

sth The infection causes vomiting and diarrhoea.an infection occurs Most infections 
occur in childhood.an infection spreads The infection spread to her chest.an 
infection clears up (=goes away) Usually the infection clears up in a few 

days.PHRASESthe source of an infection Doctors are trying to locate the source of 
the infection. 

infectious /ɪnˈfekʃəs/ adjective  1. an infectious disease can be passed from one 

person to another, especially through the air you breatheADVERBShighly/very 
infectious The virus is highly infectious.NOUNSan infectious disease How can we 
prevent the spread of infectious diseases?an infectious virus Hepatitis B is a 

highly infectious virus.infectious waste Infectious waste should be disposed of 
separately.2. if one person has an infectious smile or feeling, other people quickly start 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1136] 

to have it tooNOUNSan infectious smile/grin I remember his infectious smile and 

sense of fun.a infectious laugh She has an infectious laugh.infectious 
enthusiasm The best teachers have an infectious enthusiasm for their 

subject.infectious happiness Her happiness was infectious, and everyone’s mood 
lightened. 

inferior /ɪnˈfɪəriə $ -ˈfɪriər/ adjective  not good, or not as good as someone or 

something elseADVERBSgreatly inferior Iron is greatly inferior to steel in many 

ways.far inferior (=greatly inferior) He easily defeated a far inferior opponent.vastly 
inferior (=by a very great amount) The original software was vastly inferior to the 
latest version.considerably inferior (=by quite a large amount) The product was 

replaced by one of a considerably inferior quality.slightly/somewhat inferior I 
always felt slightly inferior to her.markedly inferior (=in a way that is easy to 
notice) Our equipment was markedly inferior to that of the enemy forces.socially 

inferior She felt socially inferior to her husband’s wealthy friends.morally 
inferior Non-believers were considered morally inferior by the religious.intellectually 
inferior Students from working-class families were made to feel intellectually 

inferior.VERBSfeel inferior She knows so much, she always makes me feel 
inferior.consider sb/sth inferior Women were considered to be socially inferior to 

men.NOUNSinferior quality The poor soil produces wine of inferior quality.an inferior 
position/status She refused to accept an inferior position in society. | As a slave, he 
was aware of his inferior status.inferior service He wrote a letter to complain 

about inferior service at the hotel.inferior goods/products The public are being 
deceived into buying inferior goods.PREPOSITIONSinferior to sb/sth A fake diamond 
is inferior to the real thing. 

inflation /ɪnˈfleɪʃən/ noun  a situation in which prices of goods in a country 

increaseADJECTIVES/NOUNS + inflationlow inflation France had achieved low 
inflation and steady growth.high inflation Inflation remained high throughout this 
period.double-digit inflation (=over 10%) There was a period of recession, 

with double-digit inflation.zero inflation The government is committed to 
achieving zero inflation.rising inflation The country was hit by rising 
inflation.soaring/spiralling inflation (=inflation that is increasing quickly and out of 

control) Argentina was suffering from spiralling 
inflation.rampant/runaway/galloping inflation (=out of control) Rampant 

inflation drastically reduced the value of their savings.rapid inflation There were 
periods of rapid inflation in the 1970s and 1980s.annual inflation Annual inflation in 
1990 was 8.1%.price/wage inflation (=increasing prices or wages) Price 

inflation was running at about twelve percent last summer.inflation + NOUNSthe 
inflation rate also the rate of inflation The current inflation rate stands at 4.1%.the 
inflation figures April’s inflation figures are likely to show a further fall.an inflation 

target The government set an inflation target of 3 percent.VERBS 

+ inflationcause/lead to inflation Too much government borrowing can lead to 
inflation.fuel/push up/increase inflation (=make inflation worse) The increase in 

food prices is fuelling inflation. | There are now fears that price rises will push up 
inflation.control/curb inflation (=prevent it from increasing more) These measures 
are designed to curb inflation.fight/combat/tackle inflation An economic plan 

to combat inflation was drawn up.reduce inflation/get inflation down The 
government has promised to reduce inflation to 3%. | The government’s top priority is 
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to get inflation down to 2%.keep inflation down (=keep it at a low level) These 

policies will help to keep inflation down.outpace/outstrip inflation (=rise more than 
prices) The pay of college-educated men outpaced inflation in the 1980s.inflation + 

VERBSinflation rises Inflation rose steadily from the mid-1960s.inflation 
soars/spirals (=increases quickly by a lot) Inflation soared to over 1,000 
percent.inflation falls Inflation fell by 0.5% last month.inflation is running at 

3%/4% etc also inflation stands at 3%/4% etc (=used to talk about the present 
rate of inflation) Inflation currently stands at 3.2%.PHRASESa rise/increase in 
inflation There was a slight rise in inflation due to an increase in petrol prices.a 

fall/drop in inflation They welcomed the fall in inflation.bring/keep inflation under 
control They have made great progress in bringing inflation under control.keep pace 
with inflation (=rise the same amount as prices) Salaries have not kept pace with 

inflation.increase/raise sth in line with inflation (=increase it as much as prices 
have increased) The tax on tobacco was increased in line with inflation.adjust (sth) 
for inflation (=consider inflation when comparing or changing amounts) The value of 

the minimum wage, adjusted for inflation, is at its lowest point in 40 years. 

influence1 /ˈɪnfluəns/ noun  the ability to change what someone does or thinks, 

or how something develops, or a person or thing with this abilityVERBS + influencehave 

an influence His works have had an influence on many modern writers.use your 
influence She wasn’t afraid to use her influence to get what she 
wanted.exercise/exert/wield influence formal (=have it or use it) The Catholic 

Church still wields considerable influence. | He urged Mr Lang to exercise his influence 
on the government. | Technology exerts a powerful influence over our lives.gain 
influence The movement grew and gained political influence.extend your 

influence (=make your influence affect more people or things) Syria had the 
opportunity to extend its influence in the region.increase/strengthen sb’s 
influence Britain tries to increase its influence by placing its representatives in key 

posts.reduce/weaken sb’s influence The influence of priests has been 
reduced.come/fall under the influence of sb/sth (=be influenced by someone or 
something) At university, he came under the influence of Professor Green.influence + 

VERBSsb’s/sth’s influence grows/increases His wealth and his influence 
grew.sb’s/sth’s influence wanes/dwindles/declines (=becomes less) The unions 
are still important, but their influence has waned.sb’s/sth’s influence spreads Martin 

Luther’s influence spread beyond Germany.ADJECTIVESa good/positive 
influence Television can have a positive influence on young people.a bad/negative 
influence He thought her friends were a bad influence.a big influence The 

goalkeeper’s injury had a big influence on the 
match.great/considerable/enormous/tremendous influence He had great 
influence in the region. | Well-organized pressure groups can exert considerable 

influence on the government.an important/significant/major influence Parents 
have an important influence on children’s development. | He was a major influence on 
my musical tastes.a strong/powerful influence The press can have a powerful 

influence on the way people vote.a deep/profound influence His writings had a 
profound influence on the Romantic poets.the growing/increasing influence of 
sb/sth Many people are worried about the growing influence of these websites.a 

lasting influence (=continuing for a long time) His travels in Africa had a lasting 
influence on his work.a direct/indirect influence The cubist painters had a direct 
influence on his work. | The federal government has an indirect influence on investment 
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through its control of bank credits.a calming/soothing influence The music seemed 

to have a calming influence.sb’s personal influence Frank used his personal 
influence to get his son a job at the newspaper.political/cultural/economic 

influence French political influence began to dominate the country.outside/external 
influence (=happening from outside a country or a situation) They must make their 
own decisions, free from external influence. | The US remains the biggest outside 

influence on the country.undue influence (=too much influence) He felt that the 
United States wielded undue influence in Europe.PREPOSITIONSinfluence over 
sb/sth These newspapers have considerable influence over their readers.influence 

with sb They used their influence with local officials to get the water supply 
reconnected. 

influence2 /ˈɪnfluəns/ verb  to affect someone’s thoughts or behaviour, or to 

affect a situationADVERBSgreatly influence sth Living conditions greatly influence the 

spread of disease.deeply influence sb/sth also profoundly influence 
sb/sth formal His writings deeply influenced many later scientists.strongly/heavily 
influence sb/sth Marx was strongly influenced by the historian Niebuhr.significantly 

influence sth His work significantly influenced modern educational theory.directly 
influence sb/sth The environment a child lives in has been shown to directly 

influence its behaviour.unduly influence sb/sth (=influence them too much) Critics 
say the president has been unduly influenced by his advisers.negatively/adversely 
influence sth (=in a bad way) These experiences could negatively influence you later 

in life.positively influence sth (=in a good way) The government is attempting 
to positively influence world events, without using military force.NOUNSinfluence a 
decision/choice He tried to influence the committee’s decision about who to 

appoint.influence sb’s actions also influence sb’s behaviour BrE influence sb’s 
behavior AmE The research looks at the extent to which 
genes influence our behaviour.influence sb’s 

thinking/attitude/perception/opinion The media has a big role 
in influencing public opinion.influence the outcome His injury almost 
certainly influenced the outcome of the game.influence the future These discoveries 

will influence the future of medical research.influence the 
development/course/direction of sth Environmental factors could influence the 
development of some mental illnesses.influence people Do adverts really influence 

people?influence sb’s work Her childhood experiences have 
undoubtedly influenced her work.VERBStry/attempt to influence sth/sb also seek 
to influence sb/sth formal No one should attempt to influence the competition 

judges. 

influential adjective  having a big effect on people’s opinions and 

behaviourADVERBShighly/extremely influential He is a highly influential member of 
Hong Kong’s banking community.immensely/hugely/enormously/profoundly 
influential Aristotle was an immensely influential ancient Greek philosopher.widely 

influential (=in many places) His research has been widely influential.particularly 
influential Within political theory the work of John Dewey has been particularly 
influential.increasingly influential Political advertisements have become increasingly 

influential in determining voters’ decisions at the polls.politically influential She was 
born into one of India’s most politically influential families.NOUNSan influential 
man/woman/person President Abraham Lincoln was one of the most influential 

men in history.an influential writer/artist/politician/member He painted with a 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1139] 

group of influential artists that became known as the New York School.an influential 

figure/voice formal (=an influential person) He became an influential figure in world 
politics.an influential group/organization/body An influential group of scientists 

has concluded that global warming is very likely to have a human cause.an influential 
book/magazine/paper/report ‘Vogue’ is a highly influential fashion magazine.an 
influential role/position She has always had an extremely influential position within 

the party.an influential factor According to the study, price is the most influential 
factor when deciding on which airline to use.PREPOSITIONSinfluential on 
sb/sth Picasso’s work was influential on many other painters.influential in doing 

sth Although she was not a professional politician, her views were influential in shaping 

government policy.THESAURUS: influential→ important (2)→ powerful (1)  

inform /ɪnˈfɔːm $ -ɔːrm/ verb formal  to officially tell someone about something 

or give them informationADVERBSofficially inform sb The school had been officially 
informed of this change.NOUNSinform the police He saw a man behaving suspiciously 
and informed the police.inform the authorities Barker was released from prison on 

condition that he did not change his address without informing the authorities.inform 
the public The public needs to be informed of the risk.VERBSkeep sb 
informed (=give them the latest information) Keep the school informed of any change 

in circumstances.fail to inform sb The bank had failed to inform customers of the 
change in interest rates.be required to inform sb The head teacher is required to 
inform the parents of any child who will be excluded.PREPOSITIONSinform sb 

of/about sth Please inform us of any change of address as soon as possible. | The 
leaflet aims to inform consumers about healthy eating.PHRASESinform sb in 
writing You must inform us in writing if you wish to close your account.I/we regret 

to inform you that... (=used in formal letters when rejecting or refusing 
someone) We regret to inform you that your application has been unsuccessful.I 
am/we are pleased to inform you that... (=used in formal letters when giving 

someone good news) We are pleased to inform you that you have been selected for 
interview. 

informal /ɪnˈfɔːməl $ -ɔːr-/ adjective  1. relaxed and friendly, rather than 

following strict rules of correct behaviourADVERBSrelatively informal (=informal 
compared to similar things) The meetings are usually relatively informal.fairly 
informal also pretty informal spoken The atmosphere at work is fairly 

informal.NOUNSan informal meeting/discussion The chancellor had informal 
discussions with other European finance ministers. | This is an informal meeting where 
parents can chat to teachers about how their child is getting on.an informal 

chat/conversation I managed to have an informal chat with some of the players after 
the game.informal talks The two leaders held informal talks.an informal 
agreement/arrangement We reached an informal agreement, but haven’t yet signed 

a contract. | We couldn’t afford child care and had to rely on an informal 
arrangement with our parents.an informal atmosphere The hotel’s relaxed 
and informal atmosphere makes it the perfect place for a weekend 
break.ANTONYMS → formal2. informal language is language that you use when you 

are speaking to friends and people you know wellNOUNSinformal language/word It’s 
best not to use informal language in essays.ANTONYMS → formal 

information /ˌɪnfəˈmeɪʃən $ -fər-/ noun  facts about someone or 

somethingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + informationuseful/valuable information The 
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information he gave me was very useful.correct/accurate information Are you sure 

this information is correct?wrong/false information He was jailed for providing false 
information to the police.relevant information (=about the subject you are interested 

in) Some of the information in the article is not particularly relevant.important 
information He said he had some important information for me.confidential/secret 
information That information was confidential and should not have been passed 

on.more/further/additional information For more information, visit our 
website.new information The police have received new information about the 
case.the latest information (=information that has been discovered very 

recently) We have access to all the latest information.the necessary information This 
leaflet should provide you with all the necessary information.detailed 
information More detailed information is available free on request.personal 

information (=information about yourself) Be careful about putting personal 
information on the internet.financial/economic information The financial 
information contained in the report is based on the company’s accounts.background 

information (=information explaining what happened before the present situation) He 
gave us some background information about the trial.VERBShave information Do 
you have any information about coach trips to Oxford?contain information The 

documents contained top secret information.store information The information is 
stored on computer.get/find/obtain information She tried to get information about 
her husband’s death.get/receive information (=be given it) It is vital that people 

receive the information they need.collect/gather information The job consisted 
of gathering information about consumer needs.look for information also seek 
information formal Journalists going to the building to seek information were denied 

entry.ask for information also request information formal I had written to them 
requesting further information.need information When I needed information for my 
report, Jack was always extremely helpful.give/provide/offer information The 

booklet gives information about local education services. | The website offers 
information on how to arrange a divorce.Don’t say tell someone information. Say give 
someone information or tell someone about something.exchange information (=give 

information to each other) The meetings provided an opportunity to exchange 
information.reveal/disclose/divulge information (=give it to someone, rather than 
keeping it secret) They didn’t want to reveal too much information about the 

project.pass on information to sb (=give it to someone else) He had passed that 
information on to the authorities.leak information (=deliberately give secret 
information to a newspaper, TV company etc) A government official had leaked 

information to the press.withhold information (=not give it to someone) Why did the 
banks withhold this information from the public?disseminate 
information formal (=give it to a lot of people) The internet plays a key role 

in disseminating information.PREPOSITIONSinformation about/on 
sth also information regarding sth formal They gathered information about the 
firm. | If you have any information regarding the case, contact the police.PHRASESa 

piece/bit of information also an item of information formal He provided me with 
several useful pieces of information.a source of information (=someone or something 

that can provide information) Newspapers are valuable sources of information. 

ingenious /ɪnˈdʒiːniəs/ adjective  THESAURUS > clever (2) 
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ingredient /ɪnˈɡriːdiənt/ noun  1. one of the foods that you use to make a 

particular food or dishADJECTIVESfresh ingredients All the ingredients we use 
are fresh, and bought locally.natural ingredients We use only natural ingredients in 
our products.artificial ingredients Nowadays much of what we eat 

contains artificial ingredients.dry ingredients (=ones that are not liquid or soft) Mix 
the flour, sugar, and other dry ingredients together.the main ingredient The main 
ingredient of the sauce is tomatoes.a basic/key ingredient (=an important 

ingredient) This mixture of spices is a basic ingredient of the curry sauce.a secret 
ingredient The cake has a secret ingredient which makes it so moist.the remaining 
ingredients (=the ingredients that are added later when you are preparing a dish) Add 

all of the remaining ingredients and mix well.VERBSuse ingredients Many recipes in 
this book use Chinese ingredients.combine the ingredients (=mix them 
together) Combine all the ingredients to form a smooth dough.add 

ingredients Add the other ingredients and stir thoroughly.stir in/mix in 
ingredients (=add them by stirring or mixing) Heat the sauce gently, then stir in the 
remaining ingredients.PREPOSITIONSan ingredient of sth Flour is one of 

the ingredients of bread.PHRASESa list of ingredients You should check the list of 
ingredients on food packets.2. a quality that you need to achieve 

somethingADJECTIVESan essential/vital ingredient Adverts have become 
an essential ingredient in the launching of a new product.an important/key/basic 
ingredient Physical strength is a key ingredient in the modern tennis game.raw 

ingredients (=basic and undeveloped) The team possess all the raw 
ingredients needed to be successful.a missing ingredient There is a missing 
ingredient in this movie.a secret ingredient The secret ingredient which contributes to 

the programme’s success is humour.VERBShave an ingredient Her 
books have an ingredient that no other crime stories have.PREPOSITIONSan 
ingredient for/of sth Two of the basic ingredients of good leadership are curiosity and 

daring.an ingredient in sth Excitement is a key ingredient in any romance. 

inhabitant /ɪnˈhæbətənt, ɪnˈhæbɪtənt/ noun  one of the people who live in a 

particular placeADJECTIVESa local inhabitant Most of the local inhabitants worked 
down the mine.the early/original inhabitants How did the early inhabitants of this 

area live?the indigenous/native inhabitants (=people who lived in a place before 
other people came there) What effect will the project have on the forest’s indigenous 

inhabitants?the present inhabitants The village includes many writers and artists 
among its present inhabitants.rural inhabitants The country’s politicians have 
neglected the needs of rural inhabitants.the oldest inhabitant At 98, he is the 

town’s oldest inhabitant.PREPOSITIONSan inhabitant of a place Most of 
the inhabitants of the island were related to each other.a city/town/village of 
1,500/60,000 inhabitants The road will bring you to Weinfelden, a town of about 

9,000 inhabitants. 

inherit /ɪnˈherɪt/ verb  THESAURUS > get (1) 

inhumane adjective  THESAURUS > cruel (1) 

initial adjective  THESAURUS > first1 

injection /ɪnˈdʒekʃən/ noun  an act of putting a drug into someone’s body using 

a special needleVERBSgive sb an injection The nurse gave him an injection to relieve 
the pain.have an injection I had an injection so that I wouldn’t feel any pain.receive 
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an injection formal The patient received an injection of morphine.administer an 

injection formal (=give someone an injection) She was taught how 
to administer an injection.ADJECTIVESa painkilling injection I needed a painkilling 

injection in my elbow.an intravenous injection (=into a vein) He had given the 
patient an intravenous injection to calm her down.a lethal injection (=one that kills 
someone) Pinkerton was executed by lethal injection.PREPOSITIONSan injection 

against sth You may need to be given an injection against tetanus.by injection The 
only effective treatment is antibiotics, preferably by injection. 

injure AC /ˈɪndʒə $ -ər/ verb  to hurt yourself or someone else, for example in an 

accident or attackADVERBSbe seriously/badly/severely injured Fortunately, no one 

was seriously injured.be critically injured (=be very badly injured) She was critically 
injured in a car crash two months ago and is still in hospital.be fatally injured (=when 
someone is so badly injured they die) Three workers were hurt, one of them fatally 

injured.be slightly injured The car turned over but, amazingly, he was only slightly 

injured. GrammarThese adverbs are usually used with injure in the  

passive. NOUNSinjure your knee/ankle/back etc I injured my knee playing 

football.injure yourself You might fall and injure yourself.PREPOSITIONSbe injured in 
an accident/crash/fire etc Her husband was injured in an accident at 

work.PHRASESleave sb injured The fire left one woman critically injured and 35 people 
homeless. 

injury AC /ˈɪndʒəri/ noun  a wound or damage to part of your body caused by an 

accident or attackADJECTIVES/NOUNS + injurya serious/severe injury Bella 
suffered serious leg injuries in the accident.a minor injury A man was treated in 
hospital for minor injuries.a head/leg/shoulder etc injury Thomas suffered 

a shoulder injury while playing rugby.a terrible/horrific injury (=very bad and 
shocking) Some of the victims had terrible injuries.a nasty injury The player is 
recovering from a nasty knee injury.a fatal injury (=that kills someone) Fortunately, 

her injuries weren’t fatal.a life-threatening injury (=that may kill someone) He 
remains in hospital although his injuries are not life-threatening.permanent 
injury Even a minor blow to the head can cause permanent injury.internal 

injuries (=injuries inside your body) He was coughing blood, a sign that he 
had internal injuries.multiple injuries (=many different injuries) The man was hit by a 

train, and died of multiple injuries.a sports injury (=one you get while doing 
sport) She has vast knowledge of treating sports injuries.an industrial injury (=one 
that happens at work) Victims of an industrial injury can claim compensation.a 

spinal/facial/abdominal injury (=to the spine/face/stomach) The boy is being 
treated for a spinal injury.VERBS + injuryhave an injury Tom had just a few 
minor injuries.suffer an injury also receive/sustain an injury formal (=get an 

injury) Her brother suffered a serious leg injury in a motorcycle 
accident. | She sustained an injury to her hip.get an injury He didn’t want 
to get another injury.treat an injury The injury was treated at the local hospital.cause 

an injury The injury was caused by flying glass.recover from an injury It took her 
six months to recover from the injury.escape/avoid injury Two workers 
narrowly escaped injury when a wall collapsed.aggravate an injury (=make it 

worse) Rooney aggravated an old knee injury during training.be nursing an 
injury (=be resting so the injury gets better) Winterburn is nursing a 
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shoulder injury and won’t play in Saturday’s game.inflict an injury on 

sb formal (=make someone have an injury) Jenkins was accused of inflicting a 
head injury on one of his former colleagues.injury + VERBSan injury 

happens/occurs The injury occurred five minutes into the game.an injury heals She 
broke her ankle six months ago but the injury still hasn’t healed.injury + NOUNSinjury 
problems BrE (=when a sports player has injuries) He suffered injury 

problems throughout his career as a footballer.PREPOSITIONSan injury to sth He gave 
up skiing after an injury to his leg.through injury (=because of injury) Beckham has 
missed several games through injury.PHRASESdo yourself an 

injury BrE informal (=accidentally hurt yourself) Be careful with that knife or you’ll do 
yourself an injury.be prone to injury (=often get injuries) She was rather prone to 

injury and often missed matches as a result.THESAURUS: injurywoundan injury,  

especially a deep cut in your skin made by a knife, bullet, or bomb:He died of  

a gunshot wound to the head. | She received a very serious wound to the 

stomach. | The boy was rushed to hospital with stab wounds (=caused by someone 

attacking him with a knife). | The patient had multiple wounds to his head and 

body (=several wounds, usually all caused together at the same time).cuta small  

injury made when a sharp object cuts your skin:Blood was running from a cut on his  

chin. | He was lucky to escape with a few minor cuts and bruises. | That looks like  

a nasty cut.bruisea dark mark on your skin that you get when you fall or get hit:Jack  

often comes home from playing rugby covered in bruises. | There was a big black  

bruise on her arm.graze/scrapea small injury that marks your skin or breaks the 

surface slightly:She fell off her bike and got a few grazes on her legs and knees.gasha 

long deep cut:He had a deep gash across his forehead.bumpan area of skin that is  

swollen because you have hit it against something:How did you get that bump on your  

head? | It took a few days for the bump to go down.sprainan injury to your ankle,  

wrist, knee etc, caused by suddenly twisting it:It’s a slight sprain – you should rest  

your ankle for a week.strainan injury to a muscle caused by stretching it or using it  

too much:He complained about a muscle strain in his neck.fracturea crack or broken 

part in a bone:a hip fracture | He had multiple fractures to his legs.  

ink /ɪŋk/ noun  a coloured liquid that you use for writing, printing, or 

drawingADJECTIVESblack/red/green etc ink Write your answers clearly in black 

ink.coloured inks BrE colored inks AmE Every page was printed in several coloured 
inks.printing ink The cylinder is then rotated through a container of printing 
ink.indelible ink (=ink that cannot be removed after it dries) Write your name on the 

labels in indelible ink.invisible ink (=ink that cannot be seen until it is heated or 
treated with a chemical) There was a secret message written in invisible ink on the 
back.VERBSwrite sth in ink All the documents are written in ink.use 

ink She uses black ink to make the outlines of the figures more definite.run out of 
ink My printer has run out of ink.ink + NOUNSan ink cartridge (=a small container of 
ink that you put in a printer or pen) You need to replace the ink cartridge.an ink 

drawing I bought a delightful ink drawing of a horse.an ink blot (=a mark made by 
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dropping ink) A well-known psychological test involves looking at ink blots and saying 

what they look like.PREPOSITIONSin ink His name has been crossed out in ink. 

innocence /ˈɪnəsəns/ noun  1. the fact that someone is not guilty of a 

crimeVERBSprove sb’s innocence I am determined to prove my innocence.protest 

your innocence (=say firmly that you are innocent) When the police interviewed her, 
she protested her innocence.maintain your innocence (=keep saying that you are 
innocent) He has maintained his innocence and is appealing against his 

conviction.proclaim/declare sb’s innocence He 
has proclaimed his innocence through his lawyers.establish sb’s innocence (=prove 
it) Doesn’t the man deserve a chance to establish his innocence?believe in sb’s 

innocence He still believes in his wife’s innocence.be convinced of sb’s 
innocence (=be sure that someone is innocent) I am convinced of her innocence – she 
isn’t capable of such a thing.PHRASESproof/evidence of sb’s innocence After her 

execution, proof of her innocence was found.the presumption of 
innocence formal (=the idea that a person is considered not guilty until they have 
been proved to be guilty) The presumption of innocence is one of the principles of our 
justice system.ANTONYMS → guilt (2)2. lack of experience of life, or of knowledge of 

the bad things in the worldVERBSlose your innocence (=used when you become 

aware of what the world is really like) We’ve lost our innocence, but not our 
hope.ADJECTIVESchildlike/childish innocence (=which is typical of a child) Jackson 
had a childlike innocence about him which was appealing to his fans.wide-eyed 

innocence (=used to emphasize how innocent someone seems) I’m not sure the 
character’s wide-eyed innocence is convincing.PREPOSITIONSin my/his etc 
innocence (=used when someone did not realize the truth about a 

situation) In my innocence, I assumed that everyone obeyed the rules.PHRASESan 
air/look of innocence (=an innocent appearance) The boy had a touching air of 
innocence.the innocence of childhood There is no return to the innocence of 

childhood. 

innocent /ˈɪnəsənt/ adjective  not guilty of a crimeVERBSfind sb 

innocent (=decide that someone is innocent) He was found innocent of all the charges 

against him.declare sb innocent (=say that someone is innocent) The 
jury declared him innocent and he was allowed to go free.prove sb innocent Even if 
I’m proved innocent, my reputation will be ruined.plead innocent AmE (=say in court 

that you did not commit a crime) He pleaded innocent to the charge of theft.be 
presumed innocent formal (=be considered to be innocent) A person is presumed 

innocent until proven guilty. In Britain, a person does not plead innocent.  

They plead not guilty. ADVERBScompletely/totally innocent She claims her son 

is completely innocent.NOUNSan innocent man/woman An innocent man spent ten 

years in jail for a crime he did not commit.PREPOSITIONSinnocent of sth She 
was innocent of the crime with which she was charged.ANTONYMS → guilty 

innovation AC /ˌɪnəˈveɪʃən/ noun  a new idea, method, or 

inventionADJECTIVESa technological/technical/scientific innovation Technological 
innovations have changed the way we communicate with each other.a major/great 
innovation I believe the system is a major innovation.an important/significant 

innovation The most important innovation of her era was the televising of 
Parliament.a new/recent innovation This simple new innovation makes planting 
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seeds much easier. | Day centres for the mentally ill are a more recent innovation.the 

latest innovation He employed all the latest technological innovations in creating 
these images.a radical innovation (=something completely new and different) This 

way of strengthening a bridge was a radical innovation.a welcome 
innovation (=something new that the speaker is pleased about) One welcome 
innovation is the audio commentary that explains each painting.a successful 

innovation If this innovation proves successful, it may be adopted by other 
schools.VERBSintroduce an innovation During her time as minister, 
she introduced numerous innovations.make an innovation He 

has made important innovations in several areas.adopt an innovation These 
agricultural innovations were rapidly adopted.PREPOSITIONSinnovations in sth The 
thirteenth century saw several major innovations in military technology. 

innovative /ˈɪnəvətɪv $ ˈɪnəˌveɪtɪv/ adjective  THESAURUS > new (1) 

inquest noun  a legal process to find out the cause of someone’s deathVERBS 

+ inquesthold an inquest also conduct an inquest formal An inquest will be held into 

his death.order an inquest The coroner ordered an inquest into the child’s still 
unsolved death.an inquest finds/concludes sth The inquest concluded that the 
cause of death was suicide.PREPOSITIONSan inquest into sth Doctors have been 

ordered to give evidence at an inquest into the death of a 79-year-old patient. 

inquiring adjective  THESAURUS > curious (1) 

inquiry also enquiry BrE /ɪnˈkwaɪəri $ ɪnˈkwaɪri, ˈɪŋkwəri/ noun  1. an official 

process designed to find out about somethingVERBShave/hold/conduct an 
inquiry The government is planning to hold an inquiry into the incident.launch/set up 

an inquiry (=start one) Police launched an inquiry yesterday after a man was hit by a 
patrol car.ask/call for/demand an inquiry Members of both political parties 
are calling for an inquiry.announce an inquiry (=say officially that there will be 

one) The committee is expected to announce an inquiry into deaths at the 
hospital.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + inquiryan official/government inquiry There will be 
an official inquiry into the causes of the riots. | A government inquiry was set up into 

discipline in schools.a public inquiry (=which members of the public can attend) MPs 
are demanding a public inquiry into the accident.an independent inquiry The Labour 
Party is calling for an independent inquiry into the conduct of the police.a police 

inquiry The case has been reopened with a police inquiry.a judicial inquiry (=led by 
a judge) Some politicians are calling for a judicial inquiry into the affair.an 
accident/murder inquiry The accident inquiry revealed that the accident had been 

caused by human error. | Police say they haven’t launched a murder inquiry at this 
stage.a parliamentary/congressional inquiry (=by Parliament or Congress) The 
report of a parliamentary inquiry into the drugs trade is published 

today.PREPOSITIONSan inquiry into sth Will there be an inquiry into the plane 
crash?2. a question you ask in order to get informationVERBSmake an inquiry The 
police are making inquiries in the area to see if anyone witnessed the 

incident.get/have/receive an inquiry We’ve already had a lot of inquiries about the 
course. | The TV station has received several inquiries from viewers requesting a repeat 
of the programme.deal with/handle an inquiry Staff will be available to deal with 

inquiries.answer an inquiry also respond to an inquiry formal The company has not 
yet answered our inquiry.welcome inquiries (=be very willing to deal with them) The 
school welcomes inquiries from parents about the new exam system.ADJECTIVESa 
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general inquiry (=about a general point) Reception staff can answer general 

inquiries only.a specific inquiry (=about a detail) If you have a specific inquiry about 
a course, contact the relevant head of department.a written inquiry I made a written 

inquiry to the local council.PREPOSITIONSinquiries about sth We’ve received 
hundreds of inquiries about the new tax.inquiries from sb Phone inquiries 
from members of the public come to this office.PHRASESa flood/stream of 

inquiries The special offer has produced a flood of inquiries from interested customers. 

inquisitive /ɪnˈkwɪzətɪv/ adjective  THESAURUS > curious (1) 

insane adjective  THESAURUS > crazy 

insect /ˈɪnsekt/ noun  a small creature with six legs, such as a fly or an 

antADJECTIVESa small/tiny insect The bird’s natural diet mainly consists of small 
insects.a flying/winged insect The air was filled with thousands of flying 

insects.VERBSan insect flies Insects were flying around the food on the counter.an 
insect crawls (=moves along the ground) A tiny insect was crawling up his arm.an 
insect buzzes (=makes a continuous sound, like a bee) In the 

forest, insects buzzed around our heads.insect + NOUNSan insect bite/sting He had a 
large red insect bite on his back. | This cream is good for treating insect stings.insect 
repellent (=a chemical to keep insects away) If you go camping, you should take 

some insect repellent.an insect species Large numbers of insect species are becoming 
extinct.insect eggs The leaves were covered in insect eggs.insect larvae (=young 
insects with soft bodies and no wings) Fish eat worms and insect 

larvae.THESAURUS: insectbuga small insect:What are those little bugs in my 

roses? | The spray is used for killing bugs. | There was a bug crawling up my 

shirt.creepy-crawly informalan insect, especially one that you are frightened of:The 

mattress was covered in creepy-crawlies.aphid technicala small insect that lives on the 

juice of plants and destroys them:The leaves have been attacked by aphids.  

insecure AC /ˌɪnsɪˈkjʊə◂ $ -ˈkjʊr◂/ adjective  not feeling confident about 

yourself, your abilities, or your relationships with peopleVERBSfeel 
insecure She felt lonely and insecure away from her family.become insecure After 

my divorce, I became increasingly insecure and lacking in 
confidence.ADVERBSdeeply/highly insecure (=very insecure) The experience left me 
feeling humiliated and deeply insecure.increasingly insecure The workforce face 

an increasingly insecure future.PREPOSITIONSinsecure about sth She’s very insecure 
about her appearance. 

insecure AC /ˌɪnsɪˈkjʊə◂ $ -ˈkjʊr◂/ adjective  not feeling confident about 

yourself, your abilities, or your relationships with peopleVERBSfeel 

insecure She felt lonely and insecure away from her family.become insecure After 
my divorce, I became increasingly insecure and lacking in 
confidence.ADVERBSdeeply/highly insecure (=very insecure) The experience left me 

feeling humiliated and deeply insecure.increasingly insecure The workforce face 
an increasingly insecure future.PREPOSITIONSinsecure about sth She’s very insecure 

about her appearance. 

insist /ɪnˈsɪst/ verb  1. to keep saying firmly that you want to do something, or 

you want something to happen GrammarIn this meaning, insist is usually used  
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with on, or with upon in more formal English: The woman insisted on speaking to the  

manager. | They are insisting upon a complete withdrawal of all US troops. PHRASESif 

you insist "Can you give me a little more time?" "All right then - if you 

insist."THESAURUS: insistdemandapology | refund | resignationto say very  

strongly and sometimes angrily that you want something or that something must  

happen:I wrote a letter to the company, demanding an apology. | The newspapers are 

demanding his resignation, after he admitted that he lied to Parliament. | The 

guards demanded to see her ID.require formalif you are required to do something, a  

rule or law says that you must do it:The successful applicant will be required to sign a  

two-year contract. | The law requires that all drivers must wear a safety belt.won’t  

take no for an answer informalto insist that someone must do what you say or  

ask:You’re coming home with me – I won’t take no for an answer.put your foot  

downto say very firmly that someone must not do something:Ed was talking about  

dropping out of school, but Mom and Dad put their foot down.2. to say firmly and often 

that something is true, especially when other people think it may not be 

true GrammarIn this meaning, insist is usually used with (that): Mike insisted  

that he was right. ADVERBSstrongly insist She strongly insists that this is what really 

happened. 

inspection AC /ɪnˈspekʃən/ noun  an examination of something, usually to check 

that it is satisfactoryADJECTIVESa careful/detailed/thorough inspection An 
architect will make a detailed inspection of the building.an official inspection The 
school was preparing for an official inspection.an annual inspection The building is 

due for its annual safety inspection.a routine inspection (=an ordinary one that 
happens regularly) A routine inspection revealed that the machine was not functioning 
correctly.regular/frequent inspections Restaurants are subject 

to regular health inspections.a full inspection A full inspection of the site has been 
conducted.a brief inspection also a cursory inspection formal (=very quick and not 

very careful) He gave the truck only a cursory inspection.a random inspection (=not 
done regularly, but at any time) Random inspections are carried out on restaurants to 
ensure that they meet food hygiene standards.a daily inspection The crew carries out 

a daily inspection of the aircraft.a medical inspection Schoolchildren had to undergo a 
compulsory medical inspection.VERBSdo/make/carry out an inspection Engineers 
had carried out an inspection on the plane.conduct/perform/undertake an 

inspection formal (=make an inspection) Experts conducted a thorough inspection of 
the site of the crash.arrange/organize an inspection The head teacher 
has arranged a uniform inspection.have an inspection also undergo an 

inspection formal Boats carrying more than 12 passengers on international voyages 
must undergo an inspection each year.pass/fail an inspection The shop will have 
to pass a hygiene inspection. | The vehicle failed a safety inspection.complete/finish 

an inspection When the inspection is finished, these forms must be filled in.an 
inspection shows/reveals sth The inspection revealed several safety problems at the 
factory.an inspection takes place The most recent inspection took place last 
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month.NOUNS + inspectiona safety/health inspection A safety inspection was carried 

out on the boiler system. | The meat failed a health inspection and had to be 
destroyed.a school inspection The teachers are hoping that the school inspection will 

be a success.a weapons inspection (=to see what weapons a country or organization 
has) The government has agreed to allow UN weapons inspections in the 
country.inspection + NOUNSan inspection visit An inspection visit will be made by 

officials from the education department.an inspection team The inspection 
team described the school as ‘outstanding’.an inspection process/procedure After a 
long inspection process the clinic has been closed down.an inspection 

report The inspection report says good progress has been made since the school was 
last inspected.PHRASESon close/closer/further inspection (=after examining 
something carefully) On closer inspection, the painting turned out to be a fake.a tour 

of inspection (=an official visit to inspect something) Building control officers arrived 
on the site for a tour of inspection.be available/ready for inspection The troops 
are ready for inspection. 

inspiration /ˌɪnspəˈreɪʃən, ˌɪnspɪˈreɪʃən/ noun  a sudden good idea, or someone 

or something that gives you the ideaVERBSget inspiration from 
sth I got the inspiration for this dish from my holiday in Thailand.take/draw 

inspiration from sth also derive inspiration from sth formal (=get 
inspiration) Many writers draw inspiration from old folk tales.find inspiration in 
sth She often finds inspiration in nature.look for inspiration also seek 

inspiration formal The artist sought inspiration in the medieval carvings in this 
cathedral.have an inspiration (=suddenly have an idea) She had an inspiration while 
she was taking a walk.lack inspiration (=not have any good or interesting ideas) He 

sat down to plan the party, but lacked inspiration.provide inspiration for sth This 
landscape provided the inspiration for a famous children’s book.sb’s inspiration 
comes from sb/sth Where did your inspiration for this design come 

from?ADJECTIVESartistic/creative/poetic etc inspiration Where do you get 
your artistic inspiration?a great inspiration My mother was a great inspiration to me.a 
sudden inspiration I had a sudden inspiration.fresh inspiration (=new 

inspiration) Her travels provided fresh inspiration for her painting.direct 
inspiration (=in which someone takes an idea directly from a person or thing) She 
took direct inspiration from the films of John Ford.divine inspiration (=inspiration 

from God) He prayed for divine inspiration.PREPOSITIONSinspiration for 
sth Inspiration for the paintings came from a recent trip to New York.inspiration 
behind sth Daniel Marks was the inspiration behind the show.an inspiration to 

sb (=giving someone ideas, confidence, or enthusiasm) She’s a wonderful teacher who 
has been an inspiration to many students.PHRASESa flash/moment of 
inspiration (=a sudden good idea) A sudden flash of inspiration came to him.a source 

of inspiration for/to sb His success was a source of inspiration for many Africans. 

install /ɪnˈstɔːl $ -ˈstɒːl/ verb  to put a piece of equipment somewhere and 

connect it, so that it is ready to be used: A man came to install the 

dishwasher. Security cameras have been installed in the city centre.THESAURUS: 

installput inwindow | cooker | shower | bath | engine | lightbulbto install  

something. Put in is more common in everyday English than install and is used 

especially about things that are not very complicated to install:The workmen are 
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coming to put the new windows in today. | We put in a new cooker soon after we got  

the house. | They removed the bath and put in a shower instead. | I don't think he 

even knows how to put in a lightbulb.fitlock | seatbelt | tyre | tap | faucet | plugto  

put a new part or piece of equipment into or onto something:We decided to fit new 

locks after the burglary. | All vehicles must have seatbelts fitted. | The garage fitted  

new tyres on the car. | The plumber fitted some new taps in the 

bathroom.laycarpet | tiles | cable | wire | pipeto put something in the correct place 

on the ground:Two workmen were laying a carpet in the front room. | Work on laying  

the telephone cables has not yet begun.  

instance /ˈɪnstəns/ noun  an example of a particular type of 

situationADJECTIVESmany/several instances also a number of instances Several 
instances of theft from college buildings have been reported 
recently.countless/numerous/innumerable instances (=a very large 

number) Countless instances of human rights abuses have occurred.a few 
instances There have only been a few instances of students being caught cheating in 
exams.a rare/occasional instance also an isolated instance formal The floods this 

month are unlikely to be an isolated instance.the only instance/a single 
instance Fortunately that was the only instance of racism I came across.a 

particular/specific/certain instance He couldn’t think of any specific instances when 
she had been behaving strangely.a recorded instance There are recorded instances of 
these birds finding their way home from 1,100 miles away.VERBSgive/provide an 

instance of sth History has provided many instances where technology has changed 
the way we communicate.remember/recall an 
instance I remember an instance when he turned up two hours late for 

work.find/record an instance Observers had recorded several instances of fraud in 
the counting of votes.report an instance People are five times less likely 
to report an instance of internet crime than if it were a real-life crime.an instance 

occurs formal Whenever an instance of bullying occurs, it is taken very seriously by the 
college authorities.PHRASESfor instance (=used when giving an example) We need to 
rethink the way we consume energy. Take, for instance, our approach to transport.in 

this instance In this instance I think she was mistaken.in the first instance (=at the 
beginning of a series of actions) Anyone wishing to join the society should apply in the 
first instance to the secretary.in one instance In one instance, a man was arrested for 

the theft of a bottle of whiskey from a liquor shop.in every instance In every 
instance the murder weapon used was a knife. 

instead /ɪnˈsted/ adverb  used when saying that a particular thing is used or 

happens and not another thing, or that someone does something and not another 
person: Can I have soup instead of salad? I really wished it had been me instead 
of him. Instead of being annoyed, he seemed quite pleased. Chris couldn’t go to the 

meeting, so I said that I would go instead.THESAURUS: insteadrather  

thaninstead of something or someone – often used when someone does something  

instead of doing another thing, because it seems better or more suitable:Rather than  

driving around all day looking for somewhere to park, why don’t you take a bus into  

town? | A lot of people are choosing to rent rather than buy their own homes. | I’d say 
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it was warm rather than hot. | It might be better if you asked him rather than me.in  

sb/sth’s placehaving the position or role that something or someone else once 

had:The factory was demolished and flats were built in its place. | If I refused to go,  

they would send someone else in my place.on behalf of sb/on sb’s behalfinstead of  

someone or as their representative:She asked the doctor to speak to her parents on  

her behalf. | He collected the award on behalf of his sister.in favour of BrE in favor  

of AmEused when something is not chosen or used, because something else seems 

much better:The original plan was abandoned in favour of a new proposal. | She was  

rejected for the job in favor of a more experienced teacher.in preference 

to formalused when something is chosen or used because it seems much better than  

something else:What makes customers choose one brand in preference to another?  

instinct /ˈɪnstɪŋkt/ noun  a natural tendency to behave in a particular way or a 

natural ability to know somethingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + instincta basic instinct The will 

to survive is the most basic instinct that we have.sb’s gut instinct (=one that you feel 
sure is right, although you have no reason for this) Her gut instinct about Jimmy had 
been right – he was a liar.sb’s first/initial instinct His first instinct was to run away.a 

natural instinct I thought I could find my way back using my natural instinct.a 
deep/strong/powerful instinct A deep instinct told me not to trust 

him.human/animal instinct It’s a natural human instinct to comfort someone who is 
unhappy. | It is animal instinct to attack the leader of the herd when he is 
weak.survival instinct (=an instinct to survive in a difficult situation) Survival 

instinct told me to get up and run.the killer instinct (=the instinct which makes you 
determined to win or get what you want) To be a great player you need the killer 
instinct as well as skill.the maternal instinct (=the instinct of a 

mother) Your maternal instinct makes you want to care for a baby.competitive 
instincts His competitive instincts are useful in his banking job.business/commercial 
instincts Her partners have faith in her business instinct.political instincts The 

minister’s shrewd political instincts will help him through this crisis.VERBStrust/rely on 
your instinct(s) I’ve trusted my instincts in the past and they’ve usually been 
right.follow/obey your instinct(s) also go on your instincts informal You 

should follow your instincts when dealing with strangers. | I just went on my 
instincts and said yes.have an instinct She has a good instinct for business.lack the 
instinct for doing sth He was intelligent, but he lacked any instinct for dealing with 

money.your instinct tells you sth Every instinct told her that he was not to be 
trusted.an instinct takes over also an instinct kicks in informal (=starts to control 
someone’s behaviour) My survival instinct kicked in and I pulled myself out of the river. 

institution AC /ˌɪnstəˈtjuːʃən, ˌɪnstɪˈtjuːʃən $ -ˈtuː-/ noun  a large organization 

such as a bank, university, or churchADJECTIVES/NOUNS + institutiona 
national/international institution Many national institutions and private galleries 

organize exhibitions of foreign works of art.a financial/economic/banking 
institution They had received loans from several financial institutions.a 
government/state institution Once in power, the armed forces immediately 

abolished all state institutions.a large/major/important institution He has held key 
roles at major banking institutions. | The University is one of 
the largest academic institutions in Britain.a powerful institution The Catholic Church 
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is the most powerful institution in the country.a prestigious/venerable 

institution (=a respected institution) Its students were routinely accepted at Harvard 
and other prestigious institutions. | Even some of the venerable British 

colonial institutions are changing.an academic/educational institution It was the 
first academic institution in Britain to offer a degree course in golf.a 
scientific/research institution One of the UK’s major scientific institutions, the Royal 

Society, was founded in 1660. | There should be more cooperation between industry 
and research institutions.a political/cultural institution Each state has its 
own political institutions. | The San Diego Museum of Art is a non-profit cultural 

institution located in Balboa Park.a religious institution Religious institutions such as 
monasteries were extremely powerful at that time.a public/private institution Public 
institutions are suffering cutbacks. | Many parents who can afford it send their children 

to private institutions.VERBSfound/set up an 
institution The institution was founded in 1919 by Henry Huntington.fund an 
institution (=provide the money for it) The College is a publicly funded 

institution.PREPOSITIONSat an institution He conducted the research while at the 
Carnegie Institution.in an institution There has been an increase in the number of 
librarians working in educational institutions. 

instruction AC /ɪnˈstrʌkʃən/ noun  1. written information that tells you how to 

do or use something GrammarUsually plural in this meaning, except when used  

before another noun. VERBSfollow the instructions (=do what they tell you to 

do) You should follow the instructions on the packet.read the 
instructions Always read the instructions before switching on the 

machine.provide/supply instructions (=give someone 
instructions) Detailed instructions are supplied with the software.come with 
instructions The tent comes with instructions on how to put it up.the instructions 

say sth also the instructions tell you to do sth The instructions say that you should 
take the tablets after meals.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + instructionclear 
instructions The instructions that I got with the phone weren’t very clear.detailed 

instructions There are detailed instructions on the back of the box.written 
instructions Each member of the team was issued with written 
instructions.full/comprehensive instructions (=very detailed) There 

are comprehensive instructions for completing the new tax form.step-by-step 
instructions (=giving details of each thing you should do in order) This book 
gives step-by-step instructions for making curtains.the manufacturer’s 

instructions (=given by the company that made something) Make up the mixture 
according to the manufacturer’s instructions.safety instructions Written safety 
instructions should be supplied with all equipment.the operating 

instructions The operating instructions have been simplified so that they are easier to 
follow.the cooking instructions Follow the cooking instructions on the 
packet.instruction + NOUNSan instruction book/manual The instruction manual for 

the camera is over 150 pages long.an instruction booklet/leaflet/sheet The 
washing machine comes with an instruction leaflet.PREPOSITIONSinstructions on 
(doing) sth He gave us clear instructions on opening the parachute.instructions for 

(doing) sth Where are the instructions for the printer?2. a statement telling someone 

what they must do GrammarUsually plural in this meaning. VERBSgive sb 
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instructions/issue sb with instructions I gave him clear instructions not to spend 

any more money.follow/obey instructions also act on instructions (=do what 
someone tells you to do) It was not my decision; I was simply following 

instructions.disobey/disregard sb’s instructions I was angry because she had 
deliberately disobeyed my instructions.leave instructions He left strict instructions 
saying that he was not to be disturbed.receive instructions The lawyer 

has received no instructions from his client.await instructions formal (=wait for 
someone to give you instructions) The staff are awaiting instructions from the 
manager.ADJECTIVESspecific/explicit instructions (=clear and giving details) I gave 

you explicit instructions about where to leave the package.strict instructions (=which 
must be followed) Workers have received strict instructions not to speak to 
journalists.further instructions (=more instructions) We were told to go home and 

await further instructions.PREPOSITIONSinstructions from sb Military leaders have 
received no instructions from the president.be under instructions to do 
sth (=someone has told you that you must do something) The players are under 

instructions to drink no alcohol for the next two weeks. 

instructor AC /ɪnˈstrʌktə $ -ər/ noun  someone who teaches a sport or practical 

skillADJECTIVES/NOUNS + instructora qualified instructor She is 

a qualified aerobics instructor.a driving/riding/swimming/flying etc 
instructor Her driving instructor told her she was driving too fast. | The flying 
instructor let him have control of the plane.a ski instructor The ski instructor showed 

them how to go down the ski slope.an aerobics/yoga/fitness instructor She now 
has her own personal fitness instructor.a drill instructor AmE (=someone who trains 
soldiers in marching) The drill instructor shouted orders.an experienced 

instructor The trainees practise their skills under the supervision of an experienced 
instructor.the chief instructor You can pay for a private lesson with the chief 
instructor. 

instrument /ˈɪnstrəmənt, ˈɪnstrʊmənt/ noun  an object used for producing 

music, such as a piano or violinVERBSplay an instrument Can you play a 
musical instrument?learn to play an instrument also learn an instrument All 
students at the school have the opportunity to learn an instrument.tune an 

instrument (=make small changes so that it plays exactly the right notes) The 
members of the orchestra were tuning their instruments before the concert.hire an 

instrument You could hire an instrument from a music shop.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ instrumenta musical instrument She owns a shop that sells musical instruments.a 
wind/woodwind instrument (=such as a flute or saxophone) I like the sound of 

flutes and other wind instruments.a brass instrument (=such as a trumpet or 
trombone) The tuba is the deepest of the brass instruments.a string/stringed 
instrument He plays the violin and some other string instruments.a keyboard 

instrument Keyboard instruments are relatively easy to learn.a percussion 
instrument (=one that you hit) Children can learn to play percussion 
instruments through games and songs.an electronic instrument An electronic 

instrument requires no tuning.a solo instrument (=one that can be played on its 

own) The organ has become popular as a solo instrument.THESAURUS: 

instrument→ tool (1)  
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insult1 /ˈɪnsʌlt/ noun  a remark or action that is offensive or deliberately 

rudeVERBSshout/hurl insults at sb He was drunk and started shouting insults at 
us.take sth as an insult (=think it is an insult) He took the comparison to the older 
writer as an insult.mean sth as an insult I didn’t mean it as an insult.people 

trade/exchange insults (=insult each other) Supporters of both sides traded 
insults.ignore an insult Scott ignored the insult and continued walking.ADJECTIVESa 
personal insult He took my remark as a personal insult.a great/terrible insult In 

their culture, it is a great insult to refuse food that is offered to you.the 
ultimate/worst/greatest insult Being called weak was the ultimate insult.a 
deliberate/calculated insult It was a deliberate insult, and I will never forgive him 

for it.a gratuitous insult (=an insult that there is no reason for) He was hurt by 
their gratuitous insults.a racial/racist insult Racial insults in sport will not be 
tolerated.PREPOSITIONSan insult to sb/sth Not preparing properly is an insult to your 

audience.PHRASESan exchange of insults The fight between the two men began with 

an exchange of insults. The final insultYou use this phrase about the last and most  

annoying of a series of things that happened to you: The final insult was that they  

later claimed they had never received my complaint. THESAURUS: 

insultabuserude or offensive things that someone says to someone:They 

were hurling abuse at each other. | When he objected, he received a torrent of  

abuse (=a lot of abuse). | The word ‘hippie’ had become a term of  

abuse.affront formalan action that offends or insults someone:This vandalism is  

an affront to the memory of those who died defending their country. | He took my 

decision as a personal affront.slura remark that insults someone or something or will  

make people have a bad opinion of them:He used a racial slur to insult a co-

worker. | How dare she cast a slur on my character?  

insult2 /ɪnˈsʌlt/ verb  to offend someone by saying or doing something they think 

is rudeVERBSpublicly insult sb He accused the newspaper of publicly insulting 
him.allegedly insult sb (=used when people say this but it has not been 

proved) She allegedly insulted Mr Harris’s wife during the interview.VERBSfeel 
insulted Staff felt insulted by the company’s pay offer.NOUNSinsult sb’s 
intelligence (=say or do something that suggests you think someone is 

stupid) Don’t insult my intelligence by telling me such an obvious lie!insult sb’s 
honour BrE insult sb’s honor AmE (=show someone a lack of respect) He claimed the 
man had insulted his wife’s honour by trying to kiss her.insult sb’s memory (=insult 

someone who has died) Their actions insult the memory of our dead troops.insult sb’s 
family Nobody insults my family and gets away with it! 

insurance /ɪnˈʃʊərəns $ -ˈʃʊr-/ noun  an arrangement in which a company pays 

you money if something bad happensADJECTIVES/NOUNS + insurancehealth/medical 
insurance (=that pays for health care) Many families cannot afford private health 
insurance.life insurance (=paid to someone’s family when they die) When her 

husband died, she discovered that he had no life insurance.travel insurance The bank 
can also arrange travel insurance.car/motor insurance He was fined for driving 
without motor insurance.house/home insurance The damage may be covered by 
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your house insurance.accident insurance Some of the injured workers had 

no accident insurance.comprehensive insurance (=car insurance that pays for 
damage whether caused by you or someone else) The cost of comprehensive 

insurance is likely to drop.third-party insurance (=that pays money to someone who 
is harmed by something that you do) You are legally obliged to take out third-party 
insurance.VERBShave insurance Do you have insurance for your boat?get/take out 

insurance (=buy insurance) It is wise to take out insurance on your house and its 
contents. | I’m thinking of getting private medical insurance.buy insurance You 
can buy insurance against risks of all kinds.claim on your insurance (=ask an 

insurance company to pay for something) She has never claimed on 
her car insurance.arrange insurance A finance company will be able to arrange 
insurance for you.sell insurance The company also sells insurance for its electrical 

products.insurance covers sth (=it includes something) Flood damage isn’t covered 
by the insurance. | The insurance covers the cost of rebuilding the house after a 
fire.insurance pays for sth His insurance paid for the damage to the car.insurance + 

NOUNSan insurance policy (=an insurance agreement) Check if your insurance 
policy covers damage to cameras.an insurance claim She filed an insurance claim for 
the missing jewellery.insurance cover (=protection by insurance in case something 

happens) The scheme provides full insurance cover for medical conditions.an 
insurance company They are one of the biggest insurance companies in the 
country.an insurance scheme An insurance scheme is available in case you lose your 

job.an insurance premium/payment (=money that you pay regularly to an 
insurance company) Your insurance premium must be paid when you book your 
holiday. | If you are late with your insurance payments, the policy may be cancelled.an 

insurance certificate/a certificate of insurance The police asked to see 
his insurance certificate.an insurance broker (=a person or firm that sells insurance 
to people on behalf of insurance companies) Speak to an insurance broker about the 

right policy for you.an insurance salesman He works as a life insurance salesman.the 
insurance industry The insurance industry is very competitive.insurance 
fraud (=getting money from insurance companies by telling lies) Insurance fraud costs 

the industry millions of pounds each year. 

integrity AC /ɪnˈteɡrəti, ɪnˈteɡrɪti/ noun  the quality of being honest and strong 

about what you believe to be rightADJECTIVESgreat integrity He is a man of great 

integrity.absolute/complete integrity His people could depend on his absolute 
integrity.personal integrity He is a highly respected statesman with a reputation 
for personal integrity.moral integrity The president’s moral integrity is not in 

question.artistic/professional/political integrity The play’s director said he was not 
willing to compromise his artistic integrity. | This company has the highest standards 
of professional integrity. | She needs to convince voters of her political 

integrity.unquestionable integrity They produced a witness of unquestionable 
integrity.VERBShave integrity He has a lot more integrity than the rest of the 
candidates.lack integrity As a boss, there were accusations that he was inconsistent 

and lacked integrity.maintain your integrity Despite many temptations 
he maintained his integrity.compromise sb’s/sth’s integrity Accepting gifts from 
clients could compromise your integrity.undermine sb’s/sth’s integrity The taking of 

performance-enhancing drugs undermines the integrity of athletics.question/doubt 
sb’s/sth’s integrity We see no reason to doubt the integrity of the witnesses. | How 
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dare you question my integrity!PREPOSITIONSwith integrity We want leaders who 

act with integrity. 

intellect /ˈɪntəlekt, ˈɪntɪlekt/ noun  the ability to understand things and to think 

intelligentlyADJECTIVESgreat/considerable intellect She was a woman of great 

intellect.a keen intellect (=sharp intelligence) He had been selected because of 
his keen intellect.a formidable/brilliant intellect Despite his formidable intellect, Jon 
did not get a first-class degree.a superior intellect He outwitted his opponents with 

his superior intellect.human intellect This may never be understood, given the 
limitations of the human intellect.VERBShave a keen/brilliant etc 
intellect Gordon has a brilliant intellect. 

intellectual1 /ˌɪntəˈlektʃuəl◂, ˌɪntɪˈlektʃuəl◂/ adjective  relating to the ability to 

understand things and think intelligentlyNOUNSintellectual ability Women were 
considered inferior in intellectual ability to men.sb’s intellectual development What 

factors influence children’s intellectual development?intellectual curiosity Learning by 
rote can kill students’ intellectual curiosity.intellectual activity/work All forms 
of intellectual activity were tightly controlled by the state.intellectual freedom The 

universities were determined to defend their intellectual freedom.intellectual life His 
work had a great influence on the intellectual life of Spain.an intellectual level I knew 
I was not on the same intellectual level as her.an intellectual challenge He enjoys 

the intellectual challenge of research.intellectual effort Solving this puzzle requires a 
lot of intellectual effort.intellectual stimulation She joined a book group because she 
wanted some intellectual stimulation. 

intellectual2 /ˌɪntəˈlektʃuəl◂/ noun  a well-educated person who is interested in 

art, science, philosophy etc at a very high levelADJECTIVESa leading/prominent 
intellectual (=important and well known) The plan was supported by leading 

intellectuals and religious figures.a dissident intellectual (=who disagrees with 
government policies) Odinga was among six dissident intellectuals who were arrested 
by the police.a left-wing/right-wing intellectual A group of 150 left-wing 

intellectuals announced plans to form a Marxist party. 

intelligence AC /ɪnˈtelədʒəns, ɪnˈtelɪdʒəns/ noun  1. the ability to learn, 

understand, and think about thingsADJECTIVESgreat/considerable intelligence His 

mother was a woman of great intelligence.high intelligence He was of high 
intelligence and did well at school.average/normal intelligence The forms should be 
able to be understood by a person of average intelligence.low/limited intelligence He 

claimed that most criminals were of low intelligence.quick intelligence Miller was 
impressed by his quick intelligence.native/natural intelligence (=that someone has 
naturally, not as a result of education or training) He had arrived in California with 

nothing but his native intelligence and capacity for hard work.VERBSuse your 
intelligence People had to use their intelligence in order to survive.have the 
intelligence to do sth He had the intelligence to wait to see what their reaction would 

be.show intelligence The fact that the animal is using a rock as a tool to break the 
nuts shows intelligence.intelligence + NOUNSan intelligence test He achieved high 
scores on intelligence tests.PHRASESbe a sign of intelligence Asking lots of 

questions is a sign of intelligence in a child.a man/woman of intelligence (=an 

intelligent person) He was obviously a man of intelligence.THESAURUS: 

intelligencebrains informalintelligence:She had brains and beauty. | It takes brains  
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to make money and survive in this business. You can also say that someone has  

a good brain or a quick brain. mental abilitythe ability to understand and 

think. Mental ability is more formal than intelligence:Studies have shown that  

caffeine improves mental ability on tasks requiring speed. Your mental ability is  

something that can be changed, but intelligence is usually considered to be  

something you are born with. intellectthe ability to understand things and to think  

intelligently:She had a formidable intellect.IQyour level of intelligence, measured by a  

test, with 100 being the average result:She has an IQ of 150. | There was one 

applicant with an exceptionally high IQ.cleverness especially BrEthe ability to learn  

and understand things quickly, and think of good ideas:He grinned with delight at his  

own cleverness.geniusa very high level of intelligence, mental skill, or ability, which  

only a few people have:He is a writer of genius. | Asking the children to decorate the 

building was a stroke of genius (=a very good idea).witsyour ability to think quickly  

and make the right decisions:She used her quick wits to escape. | He had to live 

by his wits on the streets. | You’ll have to keep your wits about you, or the plan will  

fail (=have to keep thinking clearly and quickly). | The match was a battle of  

wits.2. information about the secret activities of foreign governments, enemies, or 

important criminals, or the people who obtain itVERBSgather intelligence The 
department gathered intelligence on extremist organizations.provide intelligence He 

is in a position to provide accurate intelligence on military operations.share 
intelligence EU states share intelligence.ADJECTIVESmilitary intelligence He was 
head of military intelligence in Iraq.foreign intelligence The papers were taken from 

the KGB’s foreign intelligence archives.secret intelligence He had access to secret 
intelligence.good/accurate intelligence Good intelligence is the key to military 

success.bad/faulty intelligence The attack was based on faulty 
intelligence.intelligence + NOUNSthe intelligence services He is known to 
Saudi intelligence services.an intelligence agency/unit He had confessed to spying 

for the US Central Intelligence Agency.an intelligence 
agent/officer/official Intelligence officers have known about the group’s activities for 
some time.the intelligence community (=intelligence services and agents in 

general) Why did the intelligence community not recognise the documents were 
fakes?an intelligence operation She was involved in a top-secret intelligence 
operation.an intelligence report They received intelligence reports that terrorists 

were planning to hijack a plane.an intelligence source We need to protect 
our intelligence sources.PREPOSITIONSintelligence on/about sb/sth They began to 
gather intelligence on the leaders of the protests. 

intelligent AC /ɪnˈtelədʒənt, ɪnˈtelɪdʒənt/ adjective  having a high level of mental 

ability and good at understanding difficult ideasNOUNSan intelligent 
man/woman/boy/girl/person He was a well-educated and intelligent man with a 

sharp sense of humor.an intelligent animal/creature Pigs are very intelligent 
animals.intelligent life/beings (=from another planet or universe) Do you think there 
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is intelligent life elsewhere in the universe?an intelligent 

question/conversation/comment (=which shows you understand something 
well) The students asked some intelligent questions.ADVERBShighly/extremely 

intelligent People who are highly intelligent are not always good team 

workers. Highly or extremely intelligent?Highly intelligent is much more  

common. THESAURUS: intelligentclever especially  

BrEman | woman | boy | girl | child | idea | way | trick | lawyer | politiciangood 

at learning and understanding things quickly, and using your intelligence to do things.  

You also use clever about ideas and ways of doing something that seem effective and 

good:“He’s a very clever man, and a dangerous enemy,” said Holmes. | Well done!  

You’re a clever boy! | It sounds like a clever idea. | The book is full of clever ways of  

saving money. | She had a clever lawyer at her trial, and was never punished for the 

murder. Intelligent or clever?Intelligent sounds more neutral and is used when  

talking about someone’s level of mental ability. You say Chimpanzees are  

highly intelligent animals (not ‘clever’ ones).You use clever about someone who is  

good at using their intelligence to do things. Clever is often used about someone who  

is also slightly dishonest. You say a clever lawyer/politician (not an ‘intelligent’  

one).You use clever about ideas and methods. You say What a clever idea! (not an  

‘intelligent’ one). smart especially AmEguy | kid | move | ideasmart means the 

same as clever:My boss is a pretty smart guy. | He’s a smart kid who works  

hard. | Selling the shares was a smart move (=a clever thing to do). | They have all  

kinds of smart ideas. | Monroe was a smart cookie, even though she pretended to be 

dumb (=a clever person – an informal use). Smart or clever?These words mean the  

same. Clever is more common in British English. In American English, people usually  

say smart. brightstudent | pupil | young man | young 

woman | boy | girl | child | kidintelligent. Bright is more informal  

than intelligent and is used especially about young people:Helen was the brightest  

student in her year. | He is a bright young man with a great future. | I had a class of  

very bright children and they did some really good projects. | He’s a bright kid and he 

should do well. | Universities want to attract the best and the brightest. You can  

also say a bright idea. This means a clever idea, but it is also often used ironically  

in the opposite meaning: Whose bright idea was this? (=this idea seems  

stupid) brilliantscientist | scholar | mathematician | student | engineer | lingui
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st | mindextremely intelligent and good at the work you do:The research team is led  

by one of the world’s most brilliant scientists. | He was a brilliant student. He did  

everything well. | Brunel was a brilliant engineer who designed ships, bridges, and 

railway lines. | He is a great writer, with a brilliant mind.giftedchild | studenta gifted  

child or student has a high level of intelligence or natural ability :Her son goes to a  

special school for gifted children. | Academically gifted students sometimes find it  

difficult to form relationships with people of their own 

age.wiseman | woman | decision | choice | move | precautionable to make good 

decisions and give sensible advice, especially because you have a lot of experience.  

You also use wise about decisions that seem sensible:A wise man once said that all  

political careers end in failure. | She was known as a wise woman, and people often  

went to her for advice. | I think you’ve made a wise decision. | Putting him in prison  

was not a wise move (=was not a sensible thing to do). | Carrying an ice axe is a wise 

precaution (=a wise thing to do, in case something  

happens).cunningplan | strategy | way | politiciangood at using your intelligence 

to get what you want, often by making secret plans or tricking people:It was just  

a cunning plan to make people feel sorry for him. | Palin is a cunning politician. Even 

her enemies admit that. | He’s a cunning old devil! (=a cunning person – an informal  

use)brainy informalintelligent and good at studying:I wish I was as brainy as he 

is. | My sister is the brainy one in our family.  

intend /ɪnˈtend/ verb [T]  to have something in your mind as a plan or 

purpose GrammarIntend is usually followed by an infinitive: He intends to stay there  

for a year. In more formal English, people say It is intended that...: It is intended  

that these meetings will become a regular event. ADVERBSfully intend to do 

sth (=definitely intend) I fully intend to return home next year.originally intend to 
do sth We spent much more than we originally intended.clearly intend to do sth The 

bomb was clearly intended to cause as much damage as possible.sb never intended 

to do sth I’m sure that she never intended to hurt anyone. In more informal English,  

you often use mean to, especially when saying that something was not what you  

intended: I’m sorry – I didn’t mean to hurt your feelings.When talking about your  

plans, you often use going to instead of intend to: We’re going to come back again  

next year. THESAURUS: intendbe going to do sth especially spokento intend 

to do something – used when you have made definite arrangements to do it:We’re 

going to have a meeting about it next week. | I’m going to start karate lessons.mean 

to do sth especially spokento intend to do something – used especially when you 

forget to do something or when something does not happen in the way you 
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intended:I’ve been meaning to call you for ages. | Sorry, I didn’t mean to scare 

you.plan to do sthto intend to do something – used especially when you have thought  

carefully about how and when you will do it:The airline plans to start flights to Thailand 

in July. | Jane and Rob are planning to get married next year.set out to do sthto  

intend to do something – used when someone is very determined and knows clearly  

what they want to do:He set out to make a movie that would challenge people’s  

prejudices.aim to do sthto intend to do something – used when saying what someone 

hopes to achieve:We aim to finish the work by next week. | The film aims to explain  

global warming and what people can do about it.propose to do sth formalto intend to  

do something – used when saying what someone suggests doing:How do you propose 

to deal with the situation?have sb/sth in mindto imagine that something is the kind  

of thing that you want to happen, or that someone is the person you want to  

choose:“How about going out for a pizza?” “That wasn’t exactly what I had in  

mind.” | Who do you have in mind?have no intention of doing sthto have decided 

that you will definitely not do something:Tom has no intention of retiring just  

yet. | The government has no intention of lifting the ban.  

intense AC /ɪnˈtens/ adjective  having a very strong effect or felt very 

stronglyNOUNSintense pressure The prime minister is under intense pressure to 

resign.intense competition There is intense competition for places on the 
course.intense heat/cold He could feel the intense heat of the desert sun. | He was 
shivering with intense cold.intense pain She felt an intense pain in her right 

shoulder.intense feelings/emotion Her lips trembled with intense emotion.intense 
dislike I have an intense dislike of snakes.intense interest in sth The police are 
aware of the intense media interest in the case.intense activity There was a period 

of intense activity before the restaurant’s opening night.intense 
debate/discussion The war has become the subject of intense debate.intense 
scrutiny (=being examined very carefully) The mining industry is coming 

under intense scrutiny over its environmental record.intense speculation (=a lot of 
guessing about what may have happened) After weeks of intense speculation, the 
actress announced that she was pregnant.intense opposition There is intense 

opposition among local people to plans to expand the airport.ADVERBSvery 
intense Training is very intense in preparation for the competition.particularly 
intense Criticism of the government’s education policy has been particularly 

intense.less intense As she got to know him, her dislike became less 
intense.VERBSbecome/grow intense Fighting has become very intense in the south of 

the country.THESAURUS: intense→ strong (3)  

intention /ɪnˈtenʃən/ noun  what you are intending to doADJECTIVESsb’s 

real/true intention He had made the mistake of revealing his true intentions.sb’s 
only/sole intention Their sole intention was to make a profit.good 

intentions also the best of intentions (=intentions to do something good or kind, 
especially when the result is not good) I’m sure you acted with good intentions.sb’s 
original intention My original intention was to write four books, but I ended up writing 

seven.sb’s stated/declared/avowed intention (=that someone has stated 
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openly) Their avowed intention is to get rid of the government.the firm intention of 

doing sth He returned home to Yorkshire with the firm intention of becoming a 
farmer.VERBSstate/express your intention (=say what you intend to 

do) They expressed their intention to work together. | The government 
has stated its intention to reduce taxation.announce/declare your intention The 
actor has announced his intention to do more comedy.indicate/signal your 

intention formal (=show it) Several celebrities have already indicated their intention of 
taking part. | The unions had signalled their intention not to accept further wage 
reductions.PREPOSITIONSwith the intention of doing sth They bought the building 

two years ago with the intention of turning it into an art gallery.the intention behind 
sth The intention behind this policy is to reach a wider audience.PHRASESsb’s 
intention is to do sth Her intention was to start her own business.have no intention 

of doing sth also not have the slightest intention of doing sth I have no intention 
of leaving my job.have every intention of doing sth (=definitely intend to do 
something) He had every intention of marrying Maria.give notice of your intention 

to do sth formal He gave notice of his intention to appeal against the decision.make 
clear your intention The education minister 

has made his intentions quite clear.THESAURUS: intention→ purpose 

intentional /ɪnˈtenʃənəl/ adjective  THESAURUS > deliberate 

interest /ˈɪntrəst, ˈɪntrɪst/ noun  1. if you have an interest in something or 

someone, you want to know or learn more about themADJECTIVESgreat interest The 

government has shown great interest in the idea.enormous/intense interest (=very 
great) This tournament has created enormous interest.considerable/strong/keen 
interest The results of the tests will be of considerable interest.special/particular 

interest Natural history was a special interest of his.a personal interest in sth He 
took a personal interest in the lives of his workers.renewed interest (=starting again 
after it had stopped) There has been a renewed interest in the artist’s work since her 

death.a consuming interest (=a very strong feeling of interest) My father has 
a consuming interest in cricket.a long-term/abiding interest (=an interest you have 
had for a long time) She has had a long-term interest in antiques.VERBShave an 

interest in sth Steve has a keen interest in birds. | My parents had no interest 
in politics.show an interest in sth The child shows no interest in school. | I try 
to show an interest in my friends’ work.express an interest in sth (=say that you are 

interested) Several film directors have expressed interest in the script.take an 
interest in sth (=be interested in something) He first took an interest in golf when he 
was only six.arouse/generate/attract interest (=make people interested) She is a 

young actor who has aroused great interest in Hollywood.lose interest in sth (=stop 
being interested) I could see that she had lost interest in our 
conversation.maintain/keep up an interest in sth After his retirement from the 

army, he maintained an interest in military affairs.feign interest formal (=pretend to 
be interested) He feigned interest in her work just so he could spend time with 
her.interest grows Interest in the show has steadily grown.interest 

wanes formal (=it becomes less) After six months in the job, his interest 
waned.PREPOSITIONSinterest in sth His interest in electronics helped him to get the 

job.out of interest (=because you want to know something, not because you need to 
know) Just out of interest, what time did you leave the party?PHRASESa lot of/a great 
deal of interest There has been a lot of interest in the story. | The exhibition has 
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generated a great deal of interest.(a) lack of interest The show was cancelled due 

to lack of interest from the public.2. things about something that make it seem good or 

interesting to someone GrammarIn this meaning, you often say of  

interest. PHRASESsth is of great/considerable/huge interest The book is 

of considerable interest to students of Indian culture.something/nothing/anything 

of interest There was nothing of interest in the magazine.much/little of 
interest There is much of interest on the island if you like wild flowers.of 
special/particular interest There is one item of news of particular interest to me.of 

scientific/historical interest The discovery is of huge scientific interest.VERBShold 
no/any interest Does the movie hold any interest for lovers of sport?add interest to 
sth A few more flowering plants would add interest to the garden.lack interest This is 

an important historical document but it lacks interest as a human story.3. the things 

that bring advantages or benefits to someone or something GrammarOften plural in  

this meaning. ADJECTIVESsb’s own interests All they are interested in doing is 

looking after their own interests.sb’s personal/private interests Wasn’t he allowing 
his personal interests and prejudices to cloud his judgement?political/economic 

interests Her political interests may have influenced her decision.sb’s selfish 
interests disapproving He had put his own selfish interests before those of the 
group.VERBSlook after/protect/safeguard sb’s interests We need to look after our 

own interests first.consider sb’s interests The company didn’t seem to want to 
consider the interests of the local community.PREPOSITIONSagainst sb’s 
interests also contrary to sb’s interests He would never do anything that 

was against the interests of his family.PHRASESbe in sb’s (best) interests (=bring an 
advantage or benefit to someone) It would be in your best interests to accept the 
offer.have sb’s (best) interests at heart (=try to do things that are best for 

someone) As parents, we have our children’s best interests at heart.in the interest(s) 
of sth (=in order to protect something or make something happen) In the interest 
of safety, smoking is not allowed in the building.sth is in the national/public 

interest The government will only reveal the information if it is in the public interest. 

interested /ˈɪntrəstəd, ˈɪntrɪstəd/ adjective  giving a lot of attention to 

something because you want to find out more about it or because you enjoy 

itADVERBSvery/really interested My friends are all really interested in music.deeply 
interested Herschel was also deeply interested in chemistry and other scientific 
subjects.particularly interested Scientists are particularly interested in observing 

changes in sea level.genuinely interested A good teacher is genuinely interested in 
his or her students.keenly/passionately interested The whole family 
are passionately interested in sport.mainly/mostly/primarily interested He 

was mainly interested in modern art.only interested Adam is only interested in one 
thing – making money.not (even) remotely interested (=not at all) I was 
never remotely interested in listening to their 

problems.VERBSseem/look/sound/appear interested The doctor seemed 
interested – he wasn’t just being polite.become/get interested She got interested in 
flying when she took a ride in a small plane for her sixth birthday.get sb 

interested (=make someone interested) My dad got me interested in golf.keep sb 
interested It is difficult to keep students interested for two 
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hours.PREPOSITIONSinterested in sb/sth She became interested in the work of Dr 

Ludwig Schmitt.THESAURUS: interestedfascinatedvery interested by 

something you see, read, or hear about:She watched, fascinated, as the bird came 

closer until she could almost touch it. | The more I read about the place, the more 

fascinated I became.curiouswanting to find out more information about something or  

someone:Small children are naturally curious. | I was curious to find out the reasons  

for his sudden departure. | She was curious about this mysterious  

stranger.intriguedinterested in something because it seems strange or mysterious:He 

was intrigued by her story.be into sth informalused when talking about the kind of  

things you are interested in and enjoy doing:Are you into classical music? | I got  

into (=became interested in) yoga when I was at college.SO INTERESTED THAT YOU 

GIVE SOMETHING ALL YOUR ATTENTIONabsorbed/engrossed in sthvery interested in  

something, so that you give it all your attention and do not notice anything else:Jane 

was lying on the sofa engrossed in a novel. | She was so absorbed in her own thoughts  

that she didn’t hear me call.gripped/rivetedvery interested, especially in a story you 

are reading, a film you are watching etc, so that you are eager to find out what  

happens next:It was a brilliant book and I was gripped from beginning to end. | I was  

so riveted by the film that I forgot the time.enthralled writtenvery interested and 

enjoying something very much, so that you want to see or hear more:From the 

opening line of the play, the audience was completely  

enthralled.spellbound writtenextremely interested in something very strange or  

wonderful, so that you are unable to move or think of anything else:He 

could hold audiences spellbound with the power of his voice. | They all listened,  

spellbound.rapt formalshowing by your expression that you are very interested in  

something and are giving all your attention to it:He spoke before a rapt  

audience. | The congregation listened with rapt attention.NOT INTERESTEDnot 

interestednot wanting to know about something or give it your attention:I wasn’t  

interested in science at school. | They didn't seem very interested in what I was  

saying.uninterestednot interested in wanting to know about something, especially  

something you are told:When I tried to tell her about my holiday, she 

seemed completely uninterested.apatheticnot interested in a particular problem or  

situation, so that you are not willing to make an effort to change and improve 

things:People have become increasingly apathetic about politics.indifferenthaving no 

interest in someone or something, and often not caring about them:Sometimes the 

government seems indifferent to the problems of the poor.sb couldn’t care 

less spokenused when saying that someone does not care at all about something and 

is not interested in it:I couldn’t care less what other people think.ANTONYMS → bored 

interesting /ˈɪntrəstɪŋ, ˈɪntrɪstɪŋ/ adjective  if something or someone is 

interesting, you give them your attention because they seem unusual or exciting, or 
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provide information that you did not know aboutNOUNSan interesting 

book/film/programme I saw an interesting programme about bees.an interesting 
story/article There’s an interesting article in today’s paper.an interesting 

person/man/woman He is one of the most interesting people I’ve ever met.an 
interesting question The students asked some interesting questions.an interesting 
point/idea You’ve raised an interesting point.an interesting example/case This is a 

particularly interesting example of her work.an interesting experience Travelling 
around India was an interesting experience for me.interesting results/findings The 
report contained some interesting findings.an interesting 

feature/aspect An interesting feature of the room is its circular 
window.ADVERBSvery/really interesting The book sounds really 
interesting.particularly/especially interesting This last statement is particularly 

interesting.quite interesting His story is quite 
interesting.historically/geologically/architecturally etc interesting The building 
is architecturally interesting because of the material it is built from.VERBSfind sth 

interesting I found her talk really interesting.look/sound/seem interesting Leigh’s 
new movie sounds quite interesting.make sth interesting Teachers need 
to make lessons interesting for students.PREPOSITIONSinteresting for sb The film 

was interesting for me because I used to live in Japan.PHRASESsomething/anything 
interesting Is there anything interesting on television?sth makes interesting 
reading (=something is interesting to read) The report makes interesting reading.the 

interesting thing is... The interesting thing is that he wrote most of his poems before 
he was 20.nothing remotely interesting (=nothing interesting at all) He had 

nothing remotely interesting to say.THESAURUS: 

interestingfascinatingstory | book | film | account | subject | place | history 

| collection | insightextremely interesting:The film is the fascinating story of Mary  

Shelley, the woman who wrote Frankenstein when she was only 18 years old. | The 

book is a fascinating account of their love affair. | The origin of words is an endlessly 

fascinating subject. | New York is a fascinating place to visit. | The island has  

a fascinating history. | The museum had a fascinating collection of china dolls. | The 

book gives some fascinating insights into Picasso’s life (=pieces of information that you  

did not know 

about).intriguingquestion | possibility | idea | story | aspect | results | mixturei

nteresting because of being unusual, mysterious, or unexpected, so that you want to  

find out more:It’s an intriguing question, but I’m not sure what the answer is. | This  

discovery raises the intriguing possibility that there may be life on other planets. | It  

sounds an intriguing idea, but I’m not sure it would work. | The book tells  

the intriguing story of a boy who was found in the desert. | One intriguing aspect of  

this case is why the attacker chose his victim. | Their research has produced 

some intriguing results. | The buildings were an intriguing mixture of old and 

new.stimulatingdebate | argument | conversation | ideas | book | experience | 

environmentgiving you new ideas or experiences in a way that is interesting and 

enjoyable:The programme provided the basis for a stimulating debate. | Gender  



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1164] 

differences have been the subject of much stimulating argument. | I appreciate your  

stimulating conversation and I really enjoy your sense of humour. | Frude’s book 

brings together a range of stimulating ideas. | It is a very thoughtful and stimulating  

book. | I found the trip an enjoyable and stimulating experience. | Children need a  

happy and stimulating  

environment.absorbing/engrossinghobby | book | account | contest | game | ta

skinteresting in a way that keeps your attention completely or for a long 

time. Engrossing is more formal than absorbing:Cooking can be an absorbing  

hobby. | It’s an engrossing account of his time in India. | He defeated Jones in  

an absorbing contest. | Ben was involved in the absorbing task of writing  

invitations.gripping/riveting/compellingstory | account | tale | drama | book | f

ilm | performance | contestused about a very interesting story, film etc that you feel  

you must keep reading or watching. Compelling is more formal  

than gripping and riveting:The book is a riveting story of love and power. | There’s  

a gripping account of how the climbers got down from the mountain. | The play is  

a compelling tale of drug addiction and recovery. | The film is a gripping drama about a  

boy who sees a murder. | I couldn’t put the book down – it was absolutely 

riveting. | He gives a riveting performance as a tough street cop. | It was a riveting  

contest between the two teams. | The programme makes compelling viewing (=you  

cannot stop watching  

it).enthrallingmatch | game | contest | experience | climaxvery interesting and 

exciting – used especially about a performance you are watching or listening  

to:Germany won an enthralling match by three goals to two. | The players are both  

good, and it should be an enthralling contest. | Visitors to the show will find it  

an enthralling experience. | The film reaches an enthralling  

climax.spellbindingtale | story | description | performancevery interesting  

because of being so strange, unusual, or wonderful:The book is a spellbinding tale of  

her life in China. | Her book contains a spellbinding description of the creatures that  

live underwater. | The actor gives a spellbinding performance. Collocations with  

words meaning interestingYou can use the verb find with all of these words, when  

talking about your personal opinion about  

something: I found it fascinating/intriguing/stimulating/absorbing etc. ANTONYMS → b

oring 

interfere /ˌɪntəˈfɪə $ -tərˈfɪr/ verb [I]  to deliberately get involved in a situation 

where you are not wanted or needed: My daughter-in-law said that I was interfering, 

but I was only trying to help. I wish you'd stop interfering! GrammarInterfere is  

often used with in: It’s not the church’s job to interfere in politics. THESAURUS: 
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interferemeddleto interfere in someone else’s affairs in a way that is annoying for  

them. Meddle is more informal than interfere, and has more of a feeling of being  

annoyed:I did not want my parents meddling in my private affairs. | He warned 

diplomats against meddling in Indonesia’s affairs.intrudeto interfere by being  

somewhere where you are not wanted, or getting involved in a situation that is private  

– used especially when saying that you want to avoid doing this:Sorry, I didn’t mean to  

intrude while you were on the phone. | When someone dies, people are often worried  

about intruding.butt in informalto interfere by trying to become involved in a private  

situation or conversation that does not concern you:Stop butting in, will you! | I didn’t  

want to give them any advice in case they thought I was butting in.pryto try to find  

out what someone else is doing in their private life, by asking questions or secretly  

checking what they are doing, in a way that seems annoying or rude:Journalists like  

to pry into the lives of the rich and famous. | I didn’t mean to pry – I just wanted to  

know if I could help.poke/stick your nose into sth informalto ask questions about  

someone else’s private life or give them advice they do not want, in a way that annoys  

them:She’s one of those people who’s always poking her nose into other people’s  

business. | I hope I'm not sticking my nose in where it's not wanted.  

interference /ˌɪntəˈfɪərəns $ -tərˈfɪr-/ noun  an act of getting involved in a 

situation where you are not wanted or neededADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ interferenceoutside/external interference (=from outside an organization, group, 
country etc) Most governments resist outside interference in their internal 

affairs.foreign interference They should be allowed to choose their own government 
without foreign interference.political/government interference We cannot 
tolerate political interference with the workings of the law courts. | Government 

interference in the voting brought the result into question.unwarranted 
interference (=for no good reason) They should be free to do their jobs 
without unwarranted interference from the head office.bureaucratic 

interference Head teachers complained about bureaucratic interference.human 
interference How much of the present landscape is a result of human 

interference?VERBSresent sb’s interference It was her case and 
she resented Baxter’s interference.not tolerate interference He has made it clear 
that he will not tolerate any interference in the way he runs the 

team.PREPOSITIONSinterference in sth (=getting involved in something) He thinks 
there is too much government interference in people’s personal lives.interference 
with sth (=trying to change something) This would represent a very 

dangerous interference with the freedom of the press.interference from/by sb He 
blamed interference from neighbouring states for his country’s problems.without 
interference Journalists should be allowed to report without interference.PHRASESfree 

from/of interference Such organisations must be free 
from government interference or control. 

interminable /ɪnˈtɜːmənəbəl $ -ɜːr-/ adjective  THESAURUS > long (2) 

international /ˌɪntəˈnæʃənəl◂ $ -tər-/ adjective  relating to or involving more 

than one countryNOUNSan international organization/agency/company They 
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asked the UN and other international organizations for advice.an international 

conference/competition/event They are attending an international conference in 
Rome.international trade The regulations will apply to UK companies involved 

in international trade.international relations/affairs The change of policy is sure to 
affect international relations.an international agreement She called for 
an international agreement on regulating internet gambling.international law The 

bombing was illegal under international law.an international court/tribunal They 
want him to be tried before an international court for crimes against humanity.the 
international community We are urging the international community to take decisive 

action.an international reputation The choir has an international reputation.an 
international flight All domestic and international flights have been cancelled. 

internet /ˈɪntənet $ -tər-/ noun  a system that allows millions of computer users 

around the world to exchange information PunctuationYou can spell internet with or  

without a capital letter.GrammarYou usually say the internet: I bought it on the  

internet. Don’t say I bought it on internet.The exception to this is when internet is  

used before another noun: internet users internet shopping VERBSuse the 

internet He uses the internet for his work.go on the internet I went on the 

internet to find some information for my assignment.access the internet/connect to 
the internet You can access the internet from your mobile phone.surf the 

internet (=look at different websites) She spends hours surfing the internet every 
evening.search/trawl/scour the internet She immediately searched the internet for 
relevant information.download sth from the internet I downloaded the file from the 

internet.buy sth on the internet He bought the chairs on the internet.internet + 

NOUNSan internet connection You need a high-speed internet connection to play this 
game.internet access also access to the internet Not everyone has internet 

access at home.an internet address (=the address of a website) The company 
charges $100 to register a new internet address.internet shopping/banking Internet 
banking saves customers a lot of time. | The new regulations will increase customer 

confidence in internet shopping.internet dating (=using the internet to meet people 
for a romantic relationship) Internet dating websites are becoming increasingly 
popular.an internet user The number of internet users is doubling every six 

months.internet use The software allows parents to control children’s internet 
use.internet traffic (=the movement of information using the internet) When the 
news came out, there was a sudden surge in internet traffic.an internet service 

provider (=a company that allows you to connect to the internet) Your internet service 
provider should be able to solve the problem.an internet café (=a café with 
computers, where people can pay to use the internet) The message had been sent from 

an internet café in Leeds.PREPOSITIONSon the internet You can find this 
information on the internet.over/via the internet (=using the internet) A lot of 
business is now done over the internet.Don’t say You can pay bills by internet. Say You 

can pay bills online. The internet is often shortened to the net, especially in informal  

English. You can get the information off the net.Instead of saying ‘using the internet’,  

you can say online: We do most of our shopping online.  
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interrupt /ˌɪntəˈrʌpt/ verb  to stop someone from continuing what they are 

saying or doing by suddenly speaking to them, making a noise etcVERBS 

+ interruptstop interrupting Will you stop interrupting me!keep interrupting She 
kept interrupting and I couldn't remember what I wanted to say.ADVERBSrudely 

interrupted As I was saying before I was so rudely interrupted, we need to think about 
the future.PHRASESsorry to interrupt Sorry to interrupt, but I need to ask you about 
something.sb's thoughts are interrupted by sth My thoughts were interrupted 

by the sound of the doorbell.THESAURUS: interruptbutt into rudely start  

speaking when someone is already speaking:Will you please stop butting  

in! | Steve kept butting in with silly comments.cut sb off/cut sb shortto prevent  

someone from finishing what they are saying:He slammed down the phone and cut her  

off in mid-sentence. | Bob began to speak but Donna cut him short.heckleto  

deliberately interrupt a speaker or performer by shouting, especially to show that you 

do not agree with what they are saying:Comedians are used to dealing with members  

of the audience who heckle. | The speaker was heckled by a group of protesters.chip  

into interrupt a conversation or discussion by adding comments, especially helpful or  

useful ones:Feel free to chip in if you have any comments to make.WHEN SOMEONE IS  

DOING SOMETHINGdisturbto interrupt someone when they are trying to work, sleep 

etc:The sign on the door said ‘Do not disturb. Meeting in progress.’ | I hope I’m not  

disturbing you. Do you want me to come back later? | Her sleep was disturbed by a  

violent hammering on the door.botherto interrupt someone, especially by asking  

questions when they are trying to do something else:“I’m very sorry to bother you,”  

Jackson said smoothly, “but I’d like a few minutes of your time.” | You mustn’t bother  

him – he’s working on his essay.  

interruption /-ˈrʌpʃən/ noun  something that prevents someone from 

continuing to talk, or that prevents something from continuing to happen, usually for a 
short timeADJECTIVESconstant/frequent interruptions She was distracted from her 

studies by constant interruptions.numerous interruptions His speech was marked 
by numerous interruptions from members of the opposition party.a brief/short 
interruption An electrical failure caused a brief interruption to production at the 

factory.a temporary interruption There will be a temporary interruption to the email 
service as necessary maintenance work is carried out.occasional interruptions The 
radio station plays music continuously with only occasional interruptions by an 

announcer.further interruption(s) She hoped that she would be able to finish her 
work without any further interruptions.a major interruption Businesses find it much 
easier to reorganize in the event of a major interruption if they are prepared in 

advance.a rude interruption He switched off his mobile phone to avoid any rude 
interruptions during the meeting.an unwelcome interruption The impression she 
gave was that she had better things to do and that our presence was an unwelcome 

interruption.VERBSexperience/suffer interruptions The airport has 
been experiencing interruptions in operations due to the bad 
weather.avoid/prevent/reduce any interruption The police were determined 

to prevent any interruption to the president’s visit by protesters.minimize the 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1168] 

interruption Engineering work is generally carried out at the weekends 

to minimize the interruption to rail passengers.ignore an interruption She decided 
to ignore the interruption and carried on speaking.PREPOSITIONSan interruption to 

sth What should I do if there is an interruption to my electricity supply?an 
interruption in sth Ill health caused an interruption in his education.without 
interruption She let him speak without interruption. 

interval AC /ˈɪntəvəl $ -tər-/ noun  the period of time between two events or 

activitiesADJECTIVESat weekly/monthly/10-minute etc intervals The treatment 
may have to be repeated at monthly intervals.at regular intervals Feed your dog 
small quantities at regular intervals.at irregular/random intervals The banging 

continued at irregular intervals. | Her anxiety attacks seemed to occur at random 
intervals.at frequent intervals (=often) The patients were checked at frequent 
intervals.at fixed intervals In some countries, elections are held at fixed intervals.a 

short/brief interval After a short interval, the woman returned carrying a box.a long 
interval There was a long interval before the next course.a decent interval (=a 
suitably long interval) He waited for a decent interval before asking her friend out on a 

date.PREPOSITIONSan interval of 4 weeks/6 years etc There was an interval 
of eight years before I had another exhibition.an interval of time Memory of an event 

can often improve after an interval of time has passed.the interval between sth and 
sth The interval between taking and freezing the specimens was less than 30 
minutes.at intervals (=sometimes, not continuously) At intervals throughout the next 

months he worked on this material.at intervals of 10 minutes/20 years 
etc Meetings were held at intervals of three months.in an interval In that 
short interval, he had changed completely. 

interview /ˈɪntəvjuː $ -ər-/ noun  1. a meeting at which someone is asked 

questions in order to find out whether they are suitable for a job, course of study 
etcVERBShave an interview She has an interview next week for a teaching job in 
Paris.go for an interview also attend an interview formal I went for an interview at 

a software company yesterday.get an interview Only 5% of the applicants will get an 
interview.be called/invited for (an) interview Applicants who are called for 
interview may be asked to have a medical exam.carry out/do an 

interview also conduct an interview formal (=ask questions) The interview was 
conducted in French.give sb an interview (=ask someone questions) We gave her an 

interview, but decided not to offer her the job.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + interviewa job 
interview Try to predict the questions you might get in your job interview.an 
informal/formal interview Applicants will normally have an informal interview with 

the manager. | One out of every six candidates reached the formal interview.the first 
interview also the preliminary interview formal He felt the first interview had gone 
well.a second/follow-up interview (=a more detailed interview after you have been 

successful in a previous interview) She was asked back for a second interview.a mock 
interview (=one that you do for practice, rather than a real interview) Mock 
interviews are one way in which students can improve their job-seeking skills.a face-

to-face/personal interview (=in which people meet in person) I had to do a face-to-
face interview followed by an entry test.a one-to-one/one-on-one 
interview (=when one person asks someone questions) I find one-to-one 

interviews less intimidating.a telephone interview The first stage is a telephone 
interview.interview + NOUNSthe interview panel (=the group of people interviewing 
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someone) The interview panel were very impressed with her enthusiasm.interview 

technique The book gives some useful advice on interview technique.PREPOSITIONSan 
interview for a job/post etc I have an interview for a job tomorrow.at (an) 

interview She felt quite confident at the interview.THESAURUS: 

interviewinterrogationan occasion when someone is asked a lot of questions for a  

long time in order to get information, sometimes using threats, usually by the police or  

the army:He claims he was tortured during his interrogation. | Police interrogation  

methods have been questioned.cross-examinationan occasion when someone is  

asked questions about what they have just said, in order to see if they are telling the 

truth, especially in a court of law:Under cross-examination, the only witness said she 

could not be sure about what she saw.consultationa meeting with a doctor or an  

expert to discuss treatment or to get advice:The therapist charges $100 for a half-hour  

consultation. | Would you like to come back for another consultation?audiencea 

formal meeting with a very important person:He was granted an audience with the 

Pope (=he was officially allowed to meet him).2. an occasion when someone is asked 

questions for a newspaper, magazine, television programme etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ interviewa newspaper/radio/television interview She said in a recent television 

interview that she was enjoying life.an exclusive interview (=one that is given to 
only one newspaper, programme etc) He gave the paper an exclusive interview.an in-
depth interview (=one that finds out a lot of information) This is his first in-depth 

interview since the death of his son.VERBSdo an interview I have to do an 
interview with the principal for the school magazine (=ask him or her questions in an 

interview). | He’s a very private person and rarely does interviews (=answers questions 
in an interview).give an interview (=answer someone’s questions) The minister 
agreed to give them an interview.carry out an interview also conduct an 

interview formal (=ask questions) She had done her research before carrying out the 
interview.PREPOSITIONSan interview with sb He managed to get an interview 
with Madonna. | In an interview with reporters yesterday, he said he regretted his 

action.an interview for/with a newspaper/programme etc He made the remarks 
in an interview for ‘The Times’. 

intimate /ˈɪntəmət, ˈɪntɪmət/ adjective  1. private, friendly, and comfortable, 

especially because a place is small or there are few peopleNOUNSan intimate 

restaurant/hotel He took her out to a small, intimate restaurant.an intimate 
venue The singer has played large stadiums, but prefers more intimate venues.an 
intimate dinner/meal She enjoys intimate meals with old friends.an intimate 

gathering/party The party was meant to be an intimate gathering, with just 20 
guests.an intimate atmosphere/setting Candles create an intimate 

atmosphere. | Divide a large room into two distinct areas to create an intimate 
setting.an intimate room/dining room We were shown into an intimate dining 
room with dark green walls.2. relating to very private or personal mattersNOUNSan 

intimate conversation They were sitting close together, having an intimate 
conversation.intimate details Her autobiography contains intimate details of her 
life.intimate secrets She confided intimate secrets to me.sb’s intimate 

thoughts/feelings I felt I could discuss my most intimate thoughts with him. 
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intimidating /ɪˈtɪmədeɪtɪŋ/ adjective  THESAURUS > frightening 

intolerance noun  THESAURUS > prejudice 

intoxicated adjective  THESAURUS > drunk 

intrepid adjective  THESAURUS > brave 

intricate /ˈɪntrɪkət, ˈɪntrɪkɪt/ adjective  THESAURUS > complicated 

intriguing /ɪnˈtriːgɪŋ/ adjective  THESAURUS > interesting 

introduce /ˌɪntrəˈdjuːs $ -ˈduːs/ verb  to bring something into use or into a place 

for the first timeNOUNSintroduce a product We haven’t introduced any 
new products for over a year.introduce technology The ultimate reason 

for introducing new technology is to improve efficiency.introduce a 
system/scheme/programme A queuing system should be introduced.introduce a 

service We have introduced an information service for our employees.introduce a 
change/reform Changes to the curriculum were introduced gradually.introduce a 
law/rule The government has already introduced tougher laws on food 

hygiene.introduce a measure/policy The measures will be introduced in two 
stages. | The National Party introduced the policy of racial segregation in 
1948.introduce a tax The government introduced a tax on newspapers.introduce a 

plant/animal/species These plants were introduced to Australia by European 
settlers.ADVERBSsth was first/originally introduced The programme was first 
introduced in 2004.gradually introduce sth Try gradually introducing more healthy 

foods into their diets.quickly/rapidly introduce sth Technical improvements 
are rapidly introduced.successfully introduce sth Similar arrangements 
were successfully introduced in other prisons.PREPOSITIONSintroduce sth into/to/in 

sth They are about to introduce the scheme into schools. 

introduction /ˌɪntrəˈdʌkʃən/ noun  1. the first part of a book, essay, or 

talkADJECTIVESa brief/short introduction Each chapter begins with a brief 

introduction.PREPOSITIONSin the introduction Set out your intentions in the 
introduction.sb’s introduction to sth “It is the language that is the most important 
thing,” says Anthony Burgess in his introduction to the book.PHRASESby way of 

introduction (=as a way of introducing something) A brief biography is also often 

included by way of introduction.THESAURUS: introductionprefacea short piece 

of writing at the beginning of a book that says what the book is about or the reason for  

writing it:In the preface, he explains his motives for returning to the subject of Middle  

Eastern politics.foreworda short introduction to a book or report, usually written by 

someone who is not the author:Greene wrote the foreword to Suzmann’s  

book.prologuean introduction to a piece of writing, especially a play or a long 

poem:We had to read the prologue to Shakespeare’s ‘Henry V’. | The poem begins with  

a brief prologue.preamblea statement at the beginning of something, especially an  

official document, which explains what it is about:the Preamble to the US 

Constitution2. something that gives general basic information about a 

subjectADJECTIVESa general introduction ‘History of Music 1’ is a general introduction 
to the subject.a good/useful/excellent introduction He gives a useful introduction 
to business practice.PREPOSITIONSan introduction to sth This colourful book is an 
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introduction to the geography and history of Russia.3. the act of bringing something 

into use for the first timeADJECTIVESthe gradual introduction of sth The government 
is planning the gradual introduction of tax increases.the recent introduction of 

sth The recent introduction of wireless networks will mean easier access to 
information.the widespread introduction of sth The widespread introduction of 
electric cars may simply transfer the problem of pollution somewhere 

else.PREPOSITIONSwith the introduction of sth With the introduction of better street 
lighting, the number of accidents went down by 25%.4. things people say when they 
first meet each otherADJECTIVESa formal introduction With these formal 

introductions completed, she showed me to my new office.VERBSdo/make the 
introductions (=introduce people to each other) Shall I do the introductions? 

introductory /ˌɪntrəˈdʌktəri◂/ adjective  THESAURUS > first1 

invasion /ɪnˈveɪʒən/ noun  a situation in which the army of one country enters 

another country by force, in order to take control of itADJECTIVES/NOUNS + invasiona 
foreign invasion The role of the military is to protect the country from foreign 
invasion.a military invasion He warned the US against any military invasion of Cuba.a 

full-scale invasion The operation became a full-scale invasion.a land/ground 
invasion Some called for air strikes followed by a land invasion.a seaborne/airborne 
invasion (=by ships or planes) The southern coastal counties of England were at risk 

from seaborne invasion. | The inhabitants of England watched their skies for the first 
signs of airborne invasion.an alien invasion (=by creatures from another planet) a 
science fiction movie about an alien invasiona successful invasion The last successful 

invasion of the British Isles was in 1066.VERBSlaunch/mount an invasion He feared 
that the Spanish king might launch an invasion. | We have no capability to mount a 
ground invasion at this point.order an invasion Mussolini ordered the invasion of 

Greece later that year.resist/repel an invasion Could they 
successfully resist an invasion? | The army stands ready to repel an invasion.invasion + 

NOUNSan invasion attempt The 1744 invasion attempt was abandoned.an invasion 

plan He supplied details of the invasion plans to the enemy.an invasion 
force An invasion force of five thousand troops was advancing on the capital.an 
invasion fleet His mission was to intercept a French invasion fleet.PHRASESthe threat 

of invasion The king had to defend his frontiers against the threat of invasion.fear of 
invasion There was a genuine fear of invasion. 

invent /ɪnˈvent/ verb  to think of a new type of thing, or think of an 

excuseNOUNSinvent the telephone/the wheel/the motor car etc Alexander 
Graham Bell invented the telephone in 1876.invent an idea/concept/theory Newton 
was the man who invented the idea of gravity. | Neumann invented a 

mathematical theory of games.invent a 
word/term/phrase/language The word ‘robot’ was invented by a Czech 
writer.invent a game/sport James Naismith invented the game of basketball.invent 

an excuse/reason She didn’t want to go to the party, so she decided to invent some 
kind of excuse.ADVERBSnewly invented The first words ever spoken on the newly 

invented telephone were “Come here Watson, I want you.”THESAURUS: 

inventcreatedesign | style | character | story | work of  

art | game | dish | product | look | worldto make or design something new and 

original:Jacquie creates imaginative carpet designs in her London studio. | Picasso and 
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Braque created a new style of painting, which became known as  

‘cubism’. | The character of Winnie-the-Pooh was originally created by A. A.  

Milne. | He created a story about a little girl who falls down a rabbit hole. | The 

museum contains some of the finest works of art ever created. | The program allows 

you to create your own video games. | The French chef was responsible  

for creating many famous dishes. | I simply want to create a great  

software product. | The article is full of advice on how to create your own 

individual look for your house. | In his books he created an imaginary world for  

children.deviseway | method | system | strategy | scheme | technique | plan | t

est | program | solutionto invent a way of doing  

something:Scientists devised a way of making energy from water. | They are hoping  

to devise a system that is fair for everyone. | Clay devises a daring plan to steal two 

million dollars. | The test was devised in the 1940s by the Swiss psychologist Max 

Luscher. | He devised a computer program called Sketchpad while he was at  

MIT. | He devised a simple solution to the problem.come up with 

sthidea | way | solution | plan | name | system | theoryto think of something,  

especially an idea or solution. Come up with is more informal  

than devise or invent:It was Tony who first came up with the idea. | I hope someone 

can come up with a way to help us. | Scientists think they may have come up with  

a solution to the problem. | They came up with a plan to get the money back. | The 

parents are trying to come up with a name for their daughter. | I don’t think it is  

possible for somebody to come up with a system that works. | Someone came up 

with a theory that he was killed by the CIA.make sth upexcuse | story | songto  

invent something, especially something that is not true, or is about imaginary  

things:I made up an excuse and said that I had a cold. | The press are always making  

up stories about famous people. | He liked to make up songs for the 

children.cointerm | word | name | phrase | expression | sloganto invent a new 

word or phrase:It was Spencer who coined the term ‘survival of the 

fittest’. | Apollinaire coined the word ‘surrealism’. | The name was coined by Richard  

Owen, a British scientist, in 1842. | William Gibson coined the phrase ‘cyberspace’ in  

his novel  

‘Neuromancer’.fabricateevidence | charges | allegations | confession | case | da

tato invent things that are not true, in order to try to prove something:Police officers  

later admitted fabricating evidence which was presented to the court. | They accused 

the government of fabricating the charges for political reasons. | The man probably  

faked his injuries and fabricated the allegations. | He claims the case against him 

was fabricated by the police. | The scientists were accused 

of fabricating their data about global warming.dream sth upidea | way | schemeto  

think of an idea or plan that seems unusual or annoying. Dream up sounds rather  
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informal:Carrot ice cream? I wonder who dreamt up that idea! | Companies are 

constantly dreaming up new ways to sell us things we don’t need. | It’s just a  

cunning scheme dreamed up to make us do more work.  

invention /ɪnˈvenʃən/ noun  a useful machine, tool etc that has been 

inventedADJECTIVESa new/recent/modern invention The telephone was a recent 
invention then. | New inventions like the threshing machine were transforming 
agriculture. | At the time the house was built, the electric iron was a modern 

invention.a great invention The internet is one of the world’s greatest inventions.a 
wonderful/brilliant invention The computer is a wonderful invention.an ingenious 
invention (=very clever) No one knows who first made this ingenious invention.a 

technical/technological invention In the textile industry, technical 
inventions produced an increase in output.VERBSmake an invention Edison made a 
number of other important inventions.develop an invention He continued 

to develop his invention.patent an invention (=get a special document which says 
that only you can use it) He never thought of patenting his invention or trying to make 
any money out of it.exploit/market an invention They plan to give university 

researchers the chance to patent and exploit their own inventions. | You then have to 
consider how to market your invention.PREPOSITIONSan invention for doing 

sth Thomas Edison’s 1877 invention for recording sound was very simple. 

invest AC /ɪnˈvest/ verb  to buy shares, property, or goods because you hope 

that the value will increase and you can make a profit: I’ve got a few thousand dollars 
I’m looking to invest.ADVERBSinvest heavily in sth (=invest a lot of money) He 

had invested heavily in the bond market.PREPOSITIONSinvest (money) in sth Oliver 

made a fortune by investing in antique furniture.THESAURUS: investput money 

into sthto give money to a business, organization, activity etc, in order to help it  

develop and be successful:We’re looking for an investor who will put money into our  

business. | Every year the charity puts millions of dollars into research to find ways to  

treat cancer.backto invest in a project or business, especially when the fact that you 

do this shows you support it:The scheme has been backed by several major  

companies. | The movie is backed by a powerful state-owned bank.interestif you have 

an interest in a particular company, you own shares in it:In 1986 GM acquired  

a controlling interest (=enough shares to control what decisions are taken) in the 

sports car maker Lotus. | He has business interests throughout Europe.  

investigate AC /ɪnˈvestəɡeɪt, ɪnˈvestɪɡeɪt/ verb  to try to find out the truth about 

something such as a crime, accident, or scientific problemADVERBSinvestigate sth 
thoroughly The police say that the matter will be investigated thoroughly.investigate 

sth properly It is the Chief Constable's responsibility to see that these complaints are 
properly investigated.investigate sth further He promised that they would investigate 
the matter further.NOUNSinvestigate a case A team of detectives investigated the 

case.investigate a murder/a robbery/sb's death etc They are investigating the 
murder of an old man.investigate an allegation/ accusation The company secretary 
is being questioned by police investigating allegations of fraud.investigate a 

claim/complaint The insurance company are still investigating his claim.investigate 
the matter At this stage we are not able to say exactly how the fire started. We are 
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still investigating the matter.investigate the possibility of sth (=consider whether 

something is true) The two scientists were investigating the possibility that species 

change when they are exposed to a new environment. You also use investigate the  

possibility of doing something when people consider whether they should do  

something: We're investigating the possibility of starting our own  

business. THESAURUS: investigatelook into 

sthcase | matter | problem | complaint | claim | allegation | possibility | wayst

o find out more about a problem, especially after someone has asked you to do 

this:The police agreed to look into the case. | Please could you look into the matter for  

me? | We need more time to look into the problem. | The manager promised to look  

into my complaint. | They 're looking into the possibility of moving to London. | We're 

looking into ways of speeding up the process. | I'll look into it and get back to  

you.exploreways | possibility | optionto consider or discuss something, in order to  

help you decide what you should do:Military leaders are exploring new ways of  

defending the United States from terrorism. | I’m going to explore the possibility of a  

part-time job. | We still haven't fully explored all the options.probeto try to find  

secret or hidden information, especially by asking questions:The press began probing  

into the actor’s private life. | We have been probing the reasons why the government  

has been so slow to react to the problem of climate change.delveto look somewhere in  

order to try to find more information about something, especially something that is  

difficult to find out about:Over the past year Ms Deen has been delving into the 

national archives, in order to discover information on the early Muslim settlers. | I  

think we need to delve a little deeper.be under investigationif someone or their  

activities are under investigation, the police are trying to find out if they have done 

something illegal:Several public figures are under investigation for corruption.  

investigation AC /ɪnˌvestɪˈɡeɪʃən/ noun  an official attempt to find out about 

somethingADJECTIVESan official/formal investigation Federal agents have begun a 
formal investigation of the company.a full/full-scale investigation A full investigation 

of the incident was continuing yesterday.a thorough/detailed investigation There 
will be a thorough investigation into why, and how, this accident happened.a 
criminal/police investigation The bank faces a criminal investigation by the 

Department of Justice.scientific investigation The effect of cellphones on people’s 
health has been the subject of intense scientific investigation.an internal 
investigation (=by other members of the same organization) An internal investigation 

revealed that executives received £19 million in unauthorized payments.a preliminary 
investigation (=the first investigation, when more work will be done later) A 
preliminary investigation showed the man was hit by two bullets fired at close range.an 

ongoing investigation (=one that is continuing) He will continue to assist the police in 
their ongoing investigation.an investigation is underway (=it has started) A formal 
investigation is underway into their complaints.further investigation Further 
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investigation revealed that the brake cables had been cut.VERBScarry out an 

investigation (=do one) The Health and Safety Authority carried out an investigation 
into the accident.conduct/perform/undertake an investigation formal (=carry out 

an investigation) I am sure the police will conduct a thorough investigation and bring 
him to justice.launch/open an investigation (=start an investigation) An 
investigation has been launched into the fire.reopen an investigation (=start it again, 

usually after a long time) Detectives have reopened an investigation into the 
disappearance of the two men.lead/be in charge of an investigation Senator 
Thompson will lead an investigation into the allegations.order/demand/call for an 

investigation Congress has recently called for an investigation of the use of these 
chemicals.prejudice an investigation formal (=affect it in a way that means it cannot 
be done properly) We could not publish this information because it would prejudice the 

investigation.be placed under investigation/undergo an investigation (=be 
investigated) The company is currently undergoing investigation by the fraud 
office.close an investigation Police said on Friday they have closed their investigation 

into the matter.an investigation leads to sth The investigation led to nine riders 
being charged with drugs offences.PREPOSITIONSan investigation into sth The army 
are carrying out an investigation into the shooting.be under investigation (=being 

investigated) Several politicians are under investigation.PHRASESthe outcome of an 
investigation (=the final result) We are pleased with the outcome of this 
investigation.sth is part of a wider investigation The inquiry is part of a much wider 

investigation.THESAURUS: investigationinquiryan official process to find out  

why something happened, which usually takes several months or years:Local people  

are calling for a public inquiry into the accident. | An independent inquiry found serious  

shortcomings at the children’s home. | An inquiry was launched into the 

scandal (=people started an inquiry).casea matter that police or officials are trying to  

find out information about, especially so that it can be dealt with in a court of  

law:The case has never been solved. | The police say it is one of the most baffling  

cases they have had to deal with.probean investigation in which many questions are 

asked to find out the truth about something – used especially in journalism:The TV 

show featured a probe into charges charged by high street banks. | The Security  

Committee is carrying out a probe into the matter.inquesta legal investigation to find  

out why someone died:The inquest heard that Mr Swan was poisoned. | At the inquest,  

the judge said that the officers had acted unlawfully.surveya process in which people  

are asked questions in order to find out about their opinions or about their  

behaviour:They did a survey to find out who was the most popular  

politician. | The survey was carried out by a well-known market research  

company. | Based on a survey of 250 companies, the report says that over two thirds  

of companies expect operating costs to increase as a result of addressing  

environmental issues.autopsy BrEa medical examination of a dead person’s body, to  

find out why that person died:If she died of a drug overdose, it would show up in the 

autopsy. | The hospital authorities carried out an autopsy into his death.  
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investment AC /ɪnˈvestmənt/ noun  the use of money in order to make a profit, 

or to get benefits in the futureADJECTIVESa good investment Property is usually a 
good investment.a bad/poor investment The shares turned out to be a poor 
investment.a big/major/massive/huge investment Developing a new computer 

system is always a big investment for an organisation.a safe investment (=in which 
you are unlikely to lose money) Electricity shares are still a safe investment.a wise 
investment (=very sensible) A pension might be a wise investment.a risky 

investment (=in which you are likely to lose money) If you cannot afford to lose any 
money, choose less risky investments.a long-term/short-term investment (=one 
that will give you profit after a long time or a short time) Buying a house is a long-term 

investment.foreign/overseas investment The government is eager to attract foreign 
investment to fund building projects.private investment (=investment by companies 
or people, not the government) The government is hoping to attract private 

investment for the project.heavy investment (=the investment of a lot of money) He 
called for heavy investment in public transport.VERBSmake an investment (in 
sth) We have made a huge investment in our website.attract investment The 

company is trying to attract investment from overseas.stimulate/encourage 
investment The government has cut taxes in order to stimulate investment.protect 

your investment A company will want to protect its investment in training, and 
discourage employees from leaving.recoup your investment (=get back the money 
that you have invested) Investors will have to take legal action to recoup their 

investment.investment + NOUNSan investment opportunity The salesman said it was 
a unique investment opportunity.an investment scheme BrE an investment 
program AmE Most investment schemes are subject to tax.investment 

income (=money that you earn from your investments) The rate of taxation 
on investment income is set to increase.an investment adviser He has served as an 
investment adviser for several major banks.an investment banker He is an 

investment banker at a prestigious Wall Street firm.PREPOSITIONSinvestment in 
sth We need increased investment in public services.an investment of $5,000/£1 
million etc His investment of £1,000 has grown to £7,690.as an investment He 

bought the painting as an investment.PHRASESthe (rate of) return on an 
investment (=how much profit you will get) We expect a high return on our 
investment. 

invisible AC /ɪnˈvɪzəbəl, ɪnˈvɪzɪbəl/ adjective  something that is invisible cannot 

be seenADVERBSalmost/nearly invisible The thread is so thin that it is almost 
invisible.virtually/practically invisible (=almost invisible) Tigers are virtually 

invisible in the thick jungle.totally/completely invisible The pipes are laid inside the 
wall, making them totally invisible.VERBSbecome invisible As morning approached, 
the stars faded and became invisible.PREPOSITIONSinvisible to sth The plane 

is invisible to radar.invisible from sth Because the house was surrounded by trees, it 
was almost invisible from the road.PHRASESinvisible to the naked/human eye Using 
a telescope, Galileo discovered stars that were invisible to the naked eye. 

invitation /ˌɪnvəˈteɪʃən, ˌɪnvɪˈteɪʃən/ noun  a written or spoken request to 

someone, inviting them to go somewhere or do somethingADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ invitationa party/wedding invitation He had a wedding invitation from Rob and 
Jen.a dinner/lunch invitation Fred’s wife has accepted the dinner invitation.a 

formal/official invitation The president received a formal invitation to visit Nigeria.a 
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personal invitation Each parent was sent a personal invitation for the school’s open 

day.a special invitation We received a special invitation to attend a reception at the 
embassy.an open/standing invitation (=an invitation to do something at any time 

you like) Phillip kindly gave me an open invitation to stay at his villa in Tuscany.a long-
standing invitation (=an invitation which someone has had for a long time) He had 
accepted a long-standing invitation to address the conference.sb’s kind 

invitation formal It gives me great pleasure to accept your kind 
invitation.VERBSget/receive an invitation Did you get an invitation to Janet’s 
party?have an invitation The following week, I had an invitation to give a talk in 

Cambridge.send (sb) an invitation also send out invitations They must have 
forgotten to send me an invitation.give sb an invitation also issue/extend an 
invitation formal He has issued an invitation to the Chinese president to come to 

Washington.accept an invitation She accepted his invitation to dinner.take up sb’s 
invitation/take sb up on their invitation (=accept someone’s invitation) I decided 
to take up Teresa’s invitation and visit her.refuse/turn down an 

invitation also decline an invitation formal She turned down an invitation to take 
part in a televised debate.thank sb for an invitation I’ll have to write a 
letter thanking Martha for the invitation to her wedding.invitation + NOUNSan 

invitation card (=a card with an invitation printed on it) Everyone entering will have 
to show an invitation card.PREPOSITIONSan invitation to sth She had an invitation 
to a party that Sunday.an invitation from sb I received an invitation from my German 

pen friend to spend a week with her.at sb’s invitation (=because someone has invited 
you) He paid a visit to China at the invitation of the Chinese government.by 
invitation formal (=because someone has invited you) We are here by 

invitation.PHRASESa flood of invitations (=a lot of invitations) He got a flood of 
invitations to appear on TV and radio shows. 

invite /ɪnˈvaɪt/ verb  to ask someone to come to a party, wedding, meal 

etcADVERBSformally/officially invite sb The Pope has been formally invited to visit 
Ireland by the Irish bishops.kindly invite sb She kindly invited me to come for the 
weekend.warmly invite sb (=in a friendly way) They warmly invited us to stay with 

them when we visit Boston.cordially invite sb formal (=in a friendly but polite and 
formal way) Members are cordially invited to a special screening of the film on Monday 
evening.invite sb in (=ask someone to come into your home) Mrs 

West invited her in for a cup of tea.invite sb over also invite sb round BrE (=ask 
someone to come to your house for a meal or a drink) I rang a few friends 
and invited them over.invite someone out (=ask someone to go on a date with 

you) He phoned to invite me out for dinner.invite sb along (=ask someone if they 
would like to go somewhere with you) I invited Susie along to meet the director.invite 
sb back (=ask someone to come to your home after you have been out somewhere 

together) I’d like to invite you back for coffee, but I have to be up early 
tomorrow.PREPOSITIONSinvite sb to a party/wedding/show etc Are 
you inviting him to your birthday party?invite sb for dinner/a meal/a drink etc Why 

don’t you invite her for a drink at the club one evening? 

invoice /ˈɪnvɔɪs/ noun  a list of goods that have been supplied or work that has 

been done, showing how much is owed for themVERBSget/receive an invoice After a 

month, he called to make sure they had received his invoice.send an 
invoice Please send the invoice to me at our office in London.issue an invoice When 
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you issue the first invoice to a new customer, check that the name is correct.put 

in/submit an invoice (=give them to a company or organization, asking them to pay 
you money ) He submitted fake invoices and stole a total of £12,448.pay/settle an 

invoice All invoices must be paid within a month. | I settled the invoice for the repair 
the day the car was returned to me.ADJECTIVESan unpaid/outstanding invoice They 
are taking him to court over an unpaid invoice.PREPOSITIONSan invoice for 

sth An invoice for the fees will be sent to you. 

involved /ɪnˈvɒlvd $ ɪnˈvɑːlvd/ adjective  THESAURUS > complicated 

IQ /ˌaɪ ˈkjuː/ noun  your level of intelligence, measured by a test, with 100 being 

the average resultADJECTIVESa high IQ He has an extremely high IQ.a low IQ Many 

of the prisoners have low IQs.an average IQ These boys were found to have 
an average IQ of only 80.IQ + NOUNSan IQ test Their son has scored 130 on an IQ 
test.an IQ score Does children’s diet affect their IQ scores?PREPOSITIONSan IQ of 

85/130 etc She’s a remarkable little girl with an IQ of 175. 

irate /ˌaɪˈreɪt◂/ adjective  THESAURUS > angry 

ironic /aɪˈrɒnɪk $ aɪˈrɑː-/ also i·ron·i·cal /-ɪkəl/ adjective  funny or sad because 

something happens that is the opposite of what you expectADVERBShow ironic “It was 

freezing cold in the desert.” “How ironic!”somewhat/rather/a little ironic The fact 
that he is seen as so typically English is somewhat ironic when you consider that he 
was actually born in the US.deeply ironic Her colleagues find it deeply ironic that she 

should complain about other people’s incompetence.particularly/especially 
ironic Burning wood causes pollution, which is particularly ironic considering its natural 

origin.doubly ironic (=used when emphasiing that something seems very ironic ) It 
is doubly ironic that in the US, some prisoners are given a medical test to find out if 
they are fit enough to be executed.NOUNSthe ironic thing The ironic thing is that I 

didn’t really want to go to the party anyway.an ironic twist In an ironic twist, the book 
he wrote about his job made so much money he was able to quit. 

irony /ˈaɪərəni $ ˈaɪrə-/ noun  1. the use of words that are the opposite of what 

you really mean, often in order to be amusingADJECTIVESheavy irony BrE (=a lot of 

irony) “Take your time. There’s no hurry,” he said with heavy irony.gentle irony She 
pointed out with gentle irony that he was not in a position to criticize 
her.PREPOSITIONSwith irony “Any more brilliant ideas?” he 

said with unpleasant irony.without irony He told me, without irony, that everyone 
agreed with him.PHRASESa trace/hint/touch of irony Without a trace of irony, she 
told me she had done most of the work.2. a situation that is unusual, funny, or sad 

because of something strange or unexpectedADJECTIVESa bitter/cruel/terrible 
irony The bitter irony was that the whole plan had been her idea right from the start.a 

tragic/sad irony What a tragic irony that he was unknowingly killed by his own 
father!a certain irony There is a certain irony in the fact that he is now president of 
the organization that once expelled him.a strange irony It seems a strange irony that 

we suffer water shortages in a country where it rains so much.a great irony The great 
irony for him is that although he could now afford the surgery, it is considered too 
risky.the ultimate/final/supreme irony To lose her now would be the ultimate 

irony.a nice irony (=that you find pleasing or interesting) There is a nice irony in the 
fact that this famous Spanish explorer was in fact Portuguese.PREPOSITIONSthe irony 
of sth He smiled faintly, as if the irony of the situation had suddenly struck him.by a 
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cruel/strange etc irony By a cruel irony, their divorce became final on their sixth 

wedding anniversary. 

irrational AC /ɪˈræʃənəl/ adjective  not based on a good reasonNOUNSan 

irrational fear She has an irrational fear of birds.an irrational hatred/prejudice He 

had developed an irrational hatred of teenagers.irrational behaviour BrE irrational 
behavior AmE His parents were becoming concerned about his increasingly irrational 
behaviour.an irrational belief/thought Anxious people may have irrational 

beliefs about situations they fear.an irrational feeling He had an irrational feeling that 
everything was about to go wrong.ADVERBScompletely/totally/quite 
irrational These actions seem to me to be completely 

irrational.seemingly/apparently irrational I finally understood the reason for 
his seemingly irrational behaviour. 

irrelevant AC /ɪˈreləvənt, ɪˈrelɪvənt/ adjective  not useful or not relating to a 

particular situation, and therefore not 
importantADVERBScompletely/totally/entirely/utterly irrelevant also quite 
irrelevant BrE His age is completely irrelevant. What matters is his ability to do the 

job.increasingly irrelevant The country where a company is based is 
becoming increasingly irrelevant.largely irrelevant (=mostly irrelevant) The precise 
timing of the meeting is largely irrelevant.NOUNSan irrelevant detail People always 

focus too much on irrelevant details.irrelevant information When you look on the 
internet, you’re presented with so much irrelevant information.an irrelevant 
question The lawyer was criticized by the judge for asking irrelevant 

questions.VERBSbecome irrelevant People’s social class is becoming irrelevant.seem 
irrelevant The subject of pensions seems irrelevant to most teenagers.dismiss sth as 
irrelevant (=say that it is not worth considering something, because you think it is 

irrelevant) The report’s findings were dismissed as irrelevant at the time.consider sth 
irrelevant/regard sth as irrelevant Nobody’s feelings should be considered 
irrelevant.PREPOSITIONSirrelevant to sb/sth Politics is irrelevant to many young 

people. In spoken English, people often say that something has (got) nothing to do  

with what you are talking about: “What about the money?” “That has got nothing to  

do with it!” This use sounds a little informal and very strong.In more formal English,  

people say that something has no bearing on another thing: The court decided that  

the evidence had no bearing on the case (=it had no effect on the case and should  

not be considered). ANTONYMS → relevant 

irreplaceable /ˌɪrɪˈpleɪsəbəl◂/ adjective  THESAURUS > valuable (1) 

irresponsible /ˌɪrɪˈspɒnsəbəl◂, ˌɪrɪˈspɒnsɪbəl◂ $ -ˈspɑːn-/ adjective  careless in a 

way that might affect other people, especially when this could cause accidents or 

serious problemsADVERBShighly irresponsible (=very irresponsible) Driving with 
tyres in this condition is highly irresponsible.totally/completely/utterly 
irresponsible The judge said that the company’s behaviour was totally 

irresponsible.downright irresponsible especially spoken (=extremely irresponsible – 
used when you feel very strongly about this) Selling cheap alcohol to teenagers 
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is downright irresponsible.grossly irresponsible (=extremely irresponsible – used 

when you think something will have a very bad effect) It would be grossly 
irresponsible for any government to cut taxes, when the economy is in such a bad 

state.NOUNSirresponsible behaviour BrE irresponsible 
behavior AmE The irresponsible behaviour of some fans ruined the game.an 
irresponsible act/action Many people’s lives will be affected by these irresponsible 

actions.an irresponsible owner The authorities will prosecute irresponsible 
owners who do not clear up their dog’s mess.an irresponsible 
parent Some irresponsible parents let their children stay up until after midnight.an 

irresponsible attitude Dumping toxic waste shows an irresponsible attitude towards 
the environment.irresponsible lending Irresponsible lending by banks has left people 

with large debts.THESAURUS: irresponsible→ careless 

irritated /ˈɪrɪteɪtɪd/ adjective  THESAURUS > angry 

irritating adjective  THESAURUS > annoying 

island /ˈaɪlənd/ noun  a piece of land completely surrounded by 

waterADJECTIVESa Greek/Spanish/Caribbean etc island They spent the summer 
sailing round the Greek islands.a tropical island They had their wedding on a tropical 

island.a desert island (=a tropical island that is far away and where nobody lives) It is 
a story about a man shipwrecked on a desert island.a remote island (=far 
away) The islands were so remote that they could only be reached at certain times of 

the year.an uninhabited island (=one where nobody lives) There are over a 
thousand uninhabited islands in the seas around Greece.a volcanic island (=with a 
volcano on it) The island is volcanic and has very little vegetation.an offshore 

island (=near the coast of a country) The turtles lay their eggs on the beaches 
of offshore islands.island + NOUNSan island nation (=a country that is an 
island) An island nation such as Britain needed a powerful navy.island life He had 

become used to the slow pace of island life.an island paradise She rented a beach 
house on the island paradise of Phuket.sb’s island home He had invited her back to 
his island home on Grand Cayman.PREPOSITIONSon an island There are no motor 

vehicles allowed on the island.PHRASESa chain/group of islands Our destination was 
a chain of islands 60 miles east of Taiwan.the tip of an island (=the thin pointed end 

of an island) We live on the northernmost tip of the island.THESAURUS: 

islandislean island – used in poetry or in names of islands:The horse carried him to 

the windswept isle of Bujan. | It is the most southerly point in the British Isles. | the 

Windward Isles | the Isle of Wightpeninsulaa piece of land almost completely  

surrounded by water but joined to a large area of land:There is a coastal path around 

the peninsula. | the Korean peninsulaarchipelagoa group of small islands that are in a  

line:He lives on an island at the eastern end of the Indonesian archipelago.  

isolated AC /ˈaɪsəleɪtəd, ˈaɪsəleɪtɪd/ adjective  1. an isolated building, village etc 

is far away from any othersNOUNSan isolated village They live in an isolated 

village high up in the mountains.an isolated area/spot/location The area is 
very isolated and can only be reached on foot.an isolated community He comes from 
a small isolated farming community in the north of Scotland.an isolated house Eddie 

lived in an isolated house in the country.an isolated farm The farm is 
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very isolated and they don’t have many visitors. You can also say that a country  

is isolated, when there is very little communication with other countries: At that  

time, Japan was isolated from the rest of the world. ADVERBScompletely 

isolated The house was completely isolated and surrounded by acres of 
fields.geographically isolated (=isolated because there is something that makes it 

difficult to reach) The area was geographically isolated from the rest of the 
city.2. happening only once and not likely to happen againNOUNSan isolated 
incident The attack was an isolated incident and normally it is safe to walk around the 

city at night.an isolated case There have been a few isolated cases where the drug 
has caused side-effects.an isolated example Sadly, this case is not an isolated 
example.an isolated instance (=an isolated occasion when something 

happens) Except in a few isolated instances, his behaviour has been much 
better.3. feeling alone and unable to meet other peopleVERBSfeel isolated At school 
she felt isolated and different from the other girls.ADVERBSsocially isolated Old people 

can become socially isolated if they live alone.completely/totally isolated People 
sometimes feel completely isolated when they first move to a foreign 
country.increasingly isolated He became increasingly isolated after losing his 

job.PREPOSITIONSisolated from She kept herself isolated from her work colleagues, 
and they knew little about her private life. 

isolation AC /ˌaɪsəˈleɪʃən/ noun  1. the state of being separate from other 

places, things, or peopleADJECTIVEScomplete/total isolation The singer lives 
in complete isolation on a small farm.increasing isolation The government 
faces increasing isolation because of its unpopular policies.relative 

isolation The relative isolation of his home gave him the peace he needed for 
writing.economic isolation As a result of its economic isolation, Cuba is very 
poor.diplomatic/political isolation North Korea has been in a state of diplomatic 

isolation for over 50 years.international isolation For many years, South Africa 
faced international isolation.cultural isolation Recent immigrants can break out of 
their cultural isolation by improving their language skills.geographical 

isolation Because of its geographical isolation, the area developed its own unique 
culture.self-imposed isolation (=when you choose to live in isolation) The decision to 
allow its citizens to travel abroad ended the country’s self-imposed isolation.enforced 

isolation (=when someone is forced to live in isolation) The enforced isolation of being 
in prison only made him more angry.VERBSface isolation The country faces 
isolation from the rest of the international community.end the isolation An improved 

road system would end the isolation of many remote villages.isolation + NOUNSan 
isolation hospital (=a hospital where people with infectious illnesses are kept away 
from other people) People with the disease were sent to isolation hospitals.an isolation 

ward (=a room in a hospital where people with infectious illnesses are kept away from 
other people) The hospital has an isolation ward for people with infectious 

diseases.PREPOSITIONSin isolation As a writer, I usually work in isolation.PHRASESin 
splendid isolation often humorous (=used when saying that someone or something 
stands on their own, away from other people or things) The house stands in splendid 

isolation on top of the hill.2. a feeling of being alone and unable to meet other 
peopleVERBSexperience isolation People often experience isolation after the death of 
their husband or wife.ADJECTIVESsocial isolation Severe disability can result in social 
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isolation.PHRASESa sense/feeling of isolation He felt a sense of isolation when he 

first moved to the city, but he soon began to make new friends. 

issue /ˈɪʃuː, ˈɪsjuː $ ˈɪʃuː/ noun  a subject or problem that people discuss or argue 

aboutADJECTIVESan important issue The committee will meet this week to discuss 

the important issue of childcare.a key/major/big issue (=very important) For most 
families, the big issue is cost.a fundamental issue (=basic and important) Decisions 
still need to be made about some fundamental issues.a political/social/economic 

etc issue Students hold regular meetings to discuss a range of political issues.a 
difficult/complex issue He was able to grasp complex issues quickly.a 
controversial/sensitive issue (=causing strong feelings and arguments) They 

discussed the controversial issue of abortion.a thorny issue also a vexed 
issue formal (=causing a lot of disagreement) Immigration is always a thorny issue.a 
burning issue (=very important and urgent) Transport is a burning issue for people in 

rural areas.wider/broader issues (=more general) This is a question that raises 
much wider issues.the underlying issue (=the cause of something) This research 
explores some of the underlying issues related to high unemployment.an unresolved 

issue (=not yet dealt with) A number of unresolved issues are preventing the groups 
from reaching an agreement.a topical issue (=important at the present time) The 

magazine discusses topical issues in science.VERBS + issuediscuss/debate an 
issue They met to discuss the issue of working conditions at the factory.raise an 
issue also bring up an issue (=mention it) Some important issues were raised at the 

meeting.deal with an issue The school made a serious attempt to deal with the 
bullying issue.address/tackle an issue The government must tackle the issue of knife 
crime.decide/settle/resolve an issue The issue was settled after some tough 

negotiations.face an issue (=accept that it exists and deal with it) Politicians seem 
reluctant to face the issue of child poverty.avoid/evade an issue also dodge an 
issue informal (=avoid discussing or dealing with it) There is no point in evading the 

issue.confuse/cloud/muddy the issue (=make it more difficult to understand) You 
must not let your feelings cloud the issue.highlight an issue (=bring attention to 
it) The minister used his speech to highlight the issue of global warming.issue + 

VERBSan issue comes up also an issue arises formal (=people start to discuss 
it) The issue arose during a meeting of the Budget Committee.an issue 
faces/confronts sb The high cost of education is just one of many issues 

facing students today.an issue concerns/involves sth Another issue concerns the 
methods used by police to control crowds.an issue affects sb Fuel prices are 
an issue that affects private individuals and companies alike.PHRASESthe issues 

surrounding sth This chapter discusses the ethical issues surrounding genetically 
modified foods.a range of issues A range of issues were debated at the meeting.sth 
is not the issue spoken (=something is not the most important problem or part) The 

price of the service is not the issue. 

item AC /ˈaɪtəm/ noun  a single thing, especially one thing in a list, group, or set 

of thingsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + itema particular item The shop assistant can show you 

any particular item you are interested in.a single/individual item This is the highest 
price ever paid for a single item of jewellery.an essential/important item Salt was 
an important item in the Roman economy.a household item (=something that you 

often use in your home) The shop stocks a wide variety of household items.a 
consumer item (=something that people often buy) The government controls the 
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import of hundreds of consumer items.a luxury item Tea and coffee, once luxury 

items, began to be drunk by everyone.the offending item humorous (=something 
that is causing a problem) I removed the offending item from my soup.a collector’s 

item (=something interesting or valuable that a collector would want to own) This 
record is so rare that it has become a collector’s item.stolen items The police have 
recovered most of the stolen items.miscellaneous items (=of lots of different 

types) The cardboard box contained a number of miscellaneous items.PHRASESan item 
of clothing/equipment/furniture She still needs a few items of clothing for her 
trip.an item of food also a food item The cupboard contained a few items of food.an 

item of jewellery BrE an item of jewelry AmE Expensive items of jewellery should 
be insured.an item on a list What’s the next item on the list?an item on an 
agenda (=one of a list of things to be discussed at a meeting) The next item on the 

agenda is the sales conference.a range of items (=different types of items) Clay was 
used to make a wide range of items. 

Letter J 

jacket /ˈdʒækət, ˈdʒækɪt/ noun  a short light coatADJECTIVES/NOUNS + jacketa 

dinner jacket (=one worn by men on very formal occasions) He looked very elegant in 

a black tie and a dinner jacket.a sports jacket BrE a sport jacket AmE (=one that is 
not part of a suit) The men were all dressed in sports jackets.a denim jacket also a 
jean jacket Apparently denim jackets are back in fashion this year.a leather 

jacket He was dressed in a black leather jacket and motorcycle gear.a loose/baggy 
jacket The man seemed to be hiding something under his baggy jacket.a tweed 
jacket (=one made from rough woollen cloth of different colours) My grandfather 

always wore an old tweed jacket.a linen/cotton jacket Linen jackets are good for hot 
weather.a bomber jacket (=a short jacket that fits tightly at the waist) Bomber 
jackets were fashionable in the 1970s.a tailored/fitted jacket (=a woman’s jacket 

that fits the body closely) She wore a stylish suit with a long fitted jacket.a flak 
jacket (=one made of strong material that helps to protect soldiers from bullets) The 

journalists all had to wear flak jackets.a camouflage/combat jacket (=a loose jacket 
made of brown and green material, worn especially by soldiers) He was dressed in a 
camouflage jacket, which made him look like some kind of terrorist.a donkey 

jacket BrE (=one worn by workmen, with strips of plastic or leather on the 
shoulders) The workers were wearing donkey jackets and yellow hard hats.VERBSwear 
a jacket Should I wear a jacket and tie?take off your jacket also remove your 

jacket formal Chris took off his jacket and loosened his tie.put on your jacket I put 
on my tweed jacket and left for work.undo your jacket (=open the buttons) I had 
to undo my jacket to take out my wallet.button up your jacket (=close the 

buttons) Fern buttoned up her jacket and straightened her skirt.grab your 
jacket (=reach for it quickly) I grabbed my jacket and left.jacket + NOUNSa jacket 
pocket/sleeve/collar He took a handkerchief from his jacket pocket. 

jail also gaol BrE /dʒeɪl/ noun  a building where people are kept as a punishment 

for a crime, or while they are waiting for their trialVERBSgo to jail They’re going to 
jail for a long time.send sb to jail The judge sent Meyer to jail for six years.put sb in 

jail The government would put him in jail if he stayed in the country.throw sb in 
jail (=put someone in jail) Drunks were thrown in jail for a few days.get out of/leave 
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jail He got out of jail after five years for armed robbery.release sb from jail More 

than 30 of those arrested were released from jail for lack of evidence.escape from 
jail The killer has escaped from jail.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + jailthe local jail The 

suspects were taken to the local jail.the town/city/county jail He was held for 30 
days in the county jail.a high-/top-/maximum-security jail Some inmates at the 
high-security jail had been wrongfully imprisoned.jail + NOUNSa jail sentence He’s 

serving a seven-year jail sentence.a jail term (=a period of time in jail) He served only 
half of his three-month jail term.a jail cell The suspect was found dead in his jail 
cell.PREPOSITIONSin jail He has been in jail for 14 years.out of jail He has been trying 

to stay out of jail.PHRASESspend time/six years etc in jail Griffiths spent three days 
in jail after pushing a policeman.serve time/five years etc in jail (=spend time in 
jail) He was finally released after serving 27 years in jail. 

jar /dʒɑː $ dʒɑːr/ noun  a glass container with a wide top and a lid, used for 

storing food such as jamADJECTIVES/NOUNS + jara glass jar The jam will keep for 
months in a sealed glass jar.an empty jar The jar of cookies was almost empty.a 
jam/coffee/cookie jar We recycle all our old jam jars.a storage jar (=for putting 

food in until you use it) The spaghetti is kept in a storage jar in the cupboard.VERBSa 
jar of sth Buy a jar of peanut butter if you’re going to the store.in a jar He put the 

coffee in a jar.VERBSfill a jar with sth We managed to fill 15 jars with honey. | Jars 
filled with home-made jam lined the kitchen shelves. 

jargon /ˈdʒɑːɡən $ ˈdʒɑːrɡən, -ɡɑːn/ noun [U]  words used in a particular 

profession or by a particular group, which are difficult for others to 

understandADJECTIVES/NOUNS + jargontechnical jargon We try to avoid 
using technical jargon in our instruction manuals.computer jargon In computer 
jargon, a SAN is a ‘storage area 

network’.legal/academic/scientific/medical/military jargon The letter was full 
of legal jargon that I didn’t understand.incomprehensible jargon (=jargon that is 
impossible to understand) Their conversation was just incomprehensible jargon to 

everyone else.VERBSuse jargon Don’t use jargon unless you’re speaking to someone 
who works in the same field.avoid jargon Keep your comments simple and avoid 
jargon whenever possible.know the jargon I knew the jargon, so I could actually 

follow what he was saying.PREPOSITIONSthe jargon for sth ‘Patient outcome’ is the 
medical jargon for whether a patient survives an illness.in jargon Please don’t talk to 

me in jargon.PHRASESbe full of jargon The instructions are full of technical jargon.the 
use of jargon It’s best to avoid the use of jargon. 

jaw /dʒɔː $ dʒɒː/ noun  1. one of the two bones that your teeth are 

inADJECTIVESthe lower/bottom jaw Horses move their lower jaw from side to side 

when they eat.the upper jaw There are up to 29 teeth in the upper jaw.a 
broken/fractured jaw The X-ray showed she had a broken jaw.a square 
jaw (=broad and strong-looking) He looks like an American football player, with a thick 

neck and a square jaw.a firm/strong jaw (=indicating that someone has a 
determined or strong character) She would never forget that face, with its firm jaw and 
challenging eyes.VERBSbreak/fracture your jaw Bill broke his jaw playing 

rugby.clench your jaw (=hold your upper and lower jaw tightly 
together) She clenched her jaw, trying not to cry out in pain.rub your jaw He frowned 
and rubbed his jaw thoughtfully.jaw + NOUNSjaw muscles I could see her jaw 

muscles tighten as she pulled on the rope.a jaw bone They found an animal’s jaw 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1185] 

bone in the field.PREPOSITIONSon the jaw He punched one of the men on the jaw.in 

the jaw The muscles in his jaw finally began to relax.2. the mouth of a person or 

dangerous animal GrammarAlways plural in this meaning. ADJECTIVESpowerful 

jaws A shark’s powerful jaws are designed for ripping and tearing flesh.huge/massive 
jaws The whale’s huge jaws are fifteen feet long with spiked teeth.open/gaping 
jaws (=wide open) She watched in horror as the animal disappeared into the gaping 

jaws of a large crocodile.VERBSjaws open/close The wolf’s powerful jaws closed on 
the deer’s neck.jaws snap (=close quickly) The fish leapt into the air with its jaws 
snapping. 

jazz /dʒæz/ noun  a type of music that has a strong beat and parts for 

performers to play alone, which they can compose themselves as they playjazz + 

NOUNSjazz music If you like jazz music, you’ll love New Orleans.a jazz band He plays 

trumpet in a traditional jazz band.a jazz musician/player Many people think he is one 
of the best young jazz musicians around today.a jazz pianist/drummer/guitarist 
etc Many great artists, including jazz pianist Chick Corea, have played at the venue.a 

jazz singer I had always wanted to be a jazz singer.a jazz club Have you ever been 
to a jazz club?a jazz festival the San Francisco jazz Festivalthe jazz scene (=the 
activities and people involved in playing and listening to jazz music) Paris had a 

flourishing jazz scene in the 1960s.ADJECTIVESmodern jazz I find a lot of modern 
jazz rather difficult to listen to.traditional jazz He has a fine collection of traditional 
jazz recordings.VERBSplay jazz These days he mostly plays jazz.listen to jazz I grew 

up listening to jazz. 

jealous /ˈdʒeləs/ adjective  1. feeling unhappy because someone has something 

that you wish you hadVERBSbe/feel jealous Fathers sometimes feel jealous of the 

attention given to a new child.get jealous Parents get jealous of their 
children.ADVERBSreally jealous “I wish I could have a house like that,” he said. 
'“I’m really jealous.”a little jealous/rather jealous I was always a little jealous of my 

older sister.bitterly jealous (=extremely jealous) They were all bitterly jealous of her 
because she had a face like a film star.sb is just jealous spoken He’s just 
jealous because each time the telephone rings it’s for me and not for 

him.PREPOSITIONSjealous of sb/sth His wife was jealous of his 

success.THESAURUS: jealousenvious especially writtenwishing that you had 

something nice or special that someone else has:All the other boys were envious of his  

new phone. | When I saw the garden, I was really envious. | She knew she was  

beautiful and enjoyed the envious looks of other women.green with envyvery envious  

- a rather informal use:You’ll be green with envy when you see their new 

house.2. feeling unhappy because someone you love is attracted to another 

personVERBSget jealous He gets very jealous of other men looking at me.make sb 

jealous I let you think she was my girlfriend, because I wanted 
to make you jealous.NOUNSa jealous husband/wife/lover A jealous husband tried to 
kill his wife and her new lover.ADVERBSinsanely jealous (=extremely jealous in a way 

that seems crazy) When he heard of her wedding, he was insanely 

jealous. Jealous or envious?You can use either jealous or envious when saying  

that you wish you had something that someone else has. Jealous sounds a little  
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more informal.You only use jealous when saying that someone is unhappy because  

the person they love is attracted to another person. You say a jealous husband (not  

an ‘envious’ one).  

jealousy /ˈdʒeləsi/ noun  a feeling of being jealousADJECTIVESpure 

jealousy The remark was motivated by pure jealousy.petty 

jealousy disapproving (=about unimportant things) He quickly discovered the petty 
jealousy of village life.bitter jealousy (=strong and angry) She felt nothing but bitter 
jealousy for her rival.intense/extreme jealousy His intense jealousy ruined their 

relationship.obsessive/irrational jealousy (=not reasonable) He found her obsessive 
jealousy difficult to live with.sexual jealousy (=between people in a sexual 
relationship) Sexual jealousy is a common motive for murder.professional 

jealousy (=between people who do the same kind of work) Feelings of professional 
jealousy can upset the workings of an office.VERBSfeel jealousy I 
didn’t feel any jealousy when I met her ex-husband.cause/provoke/arouse 

jealousy A partner’s close friendship with a colleague can cause 
jealousy.PHRASESfeelings of jealousy Children may have strong feelings of 
jealousy about a new baby.a pang/stab/twinge of jealousy (=a sudden strong 

feeling of jealousy) She felt a pang of jealousy whenever she saw him talking to 
another woman.in a fit of jealousy (=because of sudden strong feelings of 
jealousy) In a fit of jealousy, he broke off their engagement. 

jeans /dʒiːnz/ noun [plural]  trousers made of denim (=a strong, usually blue, 

cotton cloth) GrammarAlways plural. VERBSwear jeans Sarah was wearing jeans and 

sandals.be dressed in jeans (=be wearing jeans) He was dressed casually in 

jeans and a T-shirt.put on your jeans I’ll put some clean jeans on and come over.pull 
on your jeans (=put them on quickly) She pulled on her jeans and called a cab.take 
off your jeans He took off his old jeans and put on a pair of 

trousers.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + jeansbaggy jeans (=big and loose) The place was full 
of teenagers wearing baggy jeans and baseball caps.tight jeans Tight jeans don’t suit 
you!designer jeans (=made by a famous clothes designer) He bought a pair of 

expensive designer jeans.faded jeans She came to the party dressed in an old leather 
jacket and faded jeans.blue jeans He looked good dressed in blue jeans and a white 
shirt.denim jeans Denim jeans never go out of fashion.black/white jeans I’m going 

to wear my black jeans and a pink top.jeans + NOUNSjeans pocket He stuffed the 
piece of paper into his jeans pocket.PHRASESa pair of jeans I need a new pair of 

jeans. 

jet /dʒet/ noun  a fast plane with a jet engineADJECTIVES/NOUNS + jeta jumbo 

jet (=a type of very large jet) We flew in a Boeing 747 jumbo jet.a passenger 
jet A passenger jet had to make an emergency landing in Toronto.a fighter/military 

jet A squadron of military jets took off from the base.a private jet (=for use by one 
person or group, not by everyone) He took me to Monte Carlo in his private jet.an 
executive/business jet (=for important business people) We flew to New York in the 

company’s executive jet.jet + NOUNSa jet aircraft/plane/airliner Her father flies jet 
airliners for Cathay Pacific.a jet fighter (=a military jet) Two jet fighters launched a 
rocket attack on the convoy.a jet engine The plane is powered by two jet engines.jet 
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fuel The price of jet fuel has gone up dramatically.jet lag (=a feeling of tiredness 

caused by flying long distances between time zones) It was midnight, but he was wide 
awake and suffering from jet lag.jet + VERBSa jet flies The jet was flying at 35,000 

feet.a jet takes off The jet took off from Heathrow airport at 7 p.m.a jet touches 
down/lands The Alaska Airlines jet landed safely.a jet crashes Their private jet 
crashed shortly after take-off.VERBS + jetfly/pilot a jet He left the airforce and 

started flying jets for a commercial airline.charter a jet (=pay a company for its 
use) The team will charter a 256-seat jet to fly fans to the game.hijack a jet (=take 
control of it illegally and by force) The men planned to hijack a jet and take the 

passengers hostage.PREPOSITIONSin a jet He travels around the world in his 
private jet.on a jet Thirteen hours on a jet is too long.aboard/on board a jet We left 
Egypt aboard his private jet. 

jewel /ˈdʒuːəl/ noun [C]  a valuable stone, such as a 

diamondADJECTIVESprecious jewels They found diamonds, rubies, and other precious 
jewels.jewel + NOUNSa jewel thief The jewel thieves got away with jewellery worth 
thousands of pounds.PHRASESthe crown jewels (=the crown and other valuable 

objects worn by the king or queen on important royal occasions) The crown jewels are 

kept in the Tower of London.THESAURUS: jewelprecious stonea rare and 

valuable jewel such as a diamond or an emerald:The handle of the sword was  

decorated with precious stones.gem also gemstonea jewel that has been cut into a  

special shape:The cross had large red gems set into it. | Her eyes were shining like  

gemstones.semi-precious stonea valuable stone, but one that is not as rare or  

valuable as a diamond, ruby, emerald etc:Lapis lazuli is a semi-precious stone that was  

often used by the ancient Egyptians.solitaire technicala single jewel, especially a large  

diamond:a gold ring with a diamond solitaire  

jewellery BrE jewelry AmE /ˈdʒuːəlri/ noun  small things that you wear as a 

decoration, such as rings or necklacesADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ jewellerygold/silver/diamond jewellery She looked very elegant in her black 
dress and silver jewellery.handmade jewellery The shop sells beautiful handmade 
jewelry.expensive/cheap jewellery The star always wears expensive 

jewellery.costume jewellery (=jewellery that is not valuable but looks expensive) The 
company sells costume jewelry for teenagers.antique jewellery The thieves 
stole antique jewellery worth thousands of pounds.VERBSwear jewellery She likes 

to wear a lot of jewellery.make/produce jewellery Sarah makes her 
own jewelry.design jewellery The jewelry is beautifully designed.jewellery + NOUNSa 
jewellery box I keep all my rings and necklaces in a jewellery box.a jewellery 

designer The brooch was made by a famous jewellery designer.a jewellery 
store also a jewellery shop BrE The jewellery shop was robbed.PHRASESa piece of 
jewellery also an item of jewellery formal This necklace is a very unusual piece of 

jewellery.Don’t say jewelleries. Jewellery is an uncountable noun and is not used in 
the plural. 

jigsaw /ˈdʒɪɡsɔː $ -sɒː/ noun  a picture that consists of many pieces that you try 

to fit together, as a gamejigsaw + NOUNSa jigsaw puzzle She’s very good at 
doing jigsaw puzzles.a jigsaw piece One of the jigsaw pieces was missing.VERBSdo a 
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jigsaw I like doing jigsaws in the evenings.complete a jigsaw He completed a 5,000-

piece jigsaw. 

job AC /dʒɒb $ dʒɑːb/ noun  1. the regular paid work that you do for an 

employerADJECTIVES/NOUNS + joba part-time/full-time job He had a part-time 

job in a restaurant.a temporary/permanent job The job is only temporary, but I’m 
hoping it will be made permanent.a teaching/cleaning/engineering etc job She 
was offered a teaching job at the local college.a well-paid/low-paid job I used to 

have a well-paid job and a nice apartment.a paid job His wife doesn’t have a paid 
job.a steady job (=a job that is likely to continue) I haven’t had a steady job since last 
March.a good/decent job If you work hard at school, you’ll get a good job.a proper 

job BrE (=a good job that is likely to continue) His parents wanted him to settle down 
and get a proper job.a high-powered job (=well paid and of high rank) She had a 
high-powered job as a banker in London.a menial job (=low-paid and of low rank) He 

did menial jobs in the vacation to earn a bit of money.a dead-end job (=low paid and 
with no chance of progress) He had a series of dead-end jobs.a rewarding job (=one 
that makes you feel happy because you feel you are achieving something good) She 

thinks that being a nurse is the most rewarding job in the world.an office job She was 
fed up with her boring office job.a holiday job BrE (=done by a student during a 

holiday from school or university) I once had a holiday job in a chocolate 
factory.VERBShave a job Mark doesn’t have a job right now.look for a job He left 
school and started looking for a job.apply for a job I’ve applied for a job at the 

university.offer/give sb a job After the interview, they offered me the job.get/find a 
job Eventually, Mary got a job as a waitress.land a job (=get a job, especially 
unexpectedly) My husband finally landed a job in marketing.take a job (=accept a job 

you are offered) I was so desperate that I took the first job that came along.start a 
job She will start her new job next week.do/carry out your job The police officer said 
he was just doing his job.hold down a job (=keep a job) He had never been able 

to hold down a job.leave/give up/quit your job He gave up his job to look after his 
sick wife.lose your job At least there’s no danger of you losing your job.be 
fired/sacked/dismissed from your job (=lose your job, usually as a 

punishment) He was fired from his job because of his drinking problem.create 
jobs The government should encourage industry and create jobs.cut jobs The 
company had to sell off stores and cut jobs.job + NOUNSjob losses/cuts The factory is 

closing, with 600 job losses.job satisfaction (=the enjoyment you get from your 
job) Levels of job satisfaction vary between departments.job security (=how 
permanent your job is likely to be) As an actor, he has very little job security.a job 

description (=an official list of what you must do in your job) Arranging meetings is 
not part of my job description.a job offer He turned down a job offer from an American 
company.PREPOSITIONSa job as sth Wendy got a job as a receptionist in a dental 

surgery.in a job He has been in the job for three years.out of a job (=without a 
job) If the project fails, we’re all out of a job.learn/be trained on the job (=learn 
skills by doing a job) He doesn’t have any cooking qualifications – he learned on the 

job.THESAURUS: jobworkactivities that you are paid for doing – used either when  

you work for an employer or when you work in your own business:I started work when 

I was 18. | Most people stop work when they are in their sixties. | He graduated from 

college last year and is still looking for work. | It's often difficult for young people  
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to find work these days.professiona job for which you need special education and 

training:There are now a lot more women in the legal profession. | He hopes to find a  

job in the medical profession. | Many teachers are leaving the 

profession.occupation formala job, or a type of job – often used on official documents  

or in official reports:Please give your name, age, and occupation. | Coal-mining  

is traditionally a male occupation. | The workers are mainly in manual  

occupations (=jobs in which you use your hands). | People in professional  

occupations such as lawyers and teachers are usually well paid compared to other  

groups in society. If you say that something is a full-time occupation, you mean  

that it takes up a lot of your time: Looking after three dogs is a full-time  

occupation. careerthe work you do or plan to do for most of your life:I’m interested  

in a career in journalism. | He started his career as a reporter on a local  

newspaper. | She has had a long and successful political career.position formala 

particular job within an organization:I am writing to apply for the position of technical  

assistant. | We regret that the position has already been filled. | Please state  

the position which you are applying for.post formala job, especially an important one 

in a large organization:She has held the post of managing director for two 

years. | He applied for the post of Senior Manager.vacancy/openinga job that is  

available for someone to do:The hospital has been unable to fill the vacancy. | There 

are very few openings in scientific research. | A vacancy came up and I applied for  

it (=a job became available).postinga situation in which someone is sent somewhere 

to do a job for a period of time by the organization they work for:This was his  

first overseas posting (= in a foreign country). | His next posting took him to the 

Ministry of Defence.tradea job that involves using your hands, and for which you need 

special training:Most of the men had worked in skilled trades such as carpentry and 

printing. | His father told him to find himself a trade.employmentthe fact of having a  

job:The factory will provide employment for local people. | She was offered  

employment in the sales office.2. a particular thing that has to be doneADJECTIVESa 

hard/tough/tricky job Bringing up a child is a tough job.an easy job They had 
thought that building a shelter would be an easy job.a big job It was a big job, and we 
only had three days to do it.a small/little job I had some small jobs to do around the 

house.VERBShave the job of doing sth She has the job of carrying water home for 
her family.give sb the job of doing sth I was given the job of dealing with customers’ 
complaints.take on a job (=agree to do it) He took on the job of looking after his little 

sister.do a job They haven’t got the tools they need to do the job.get on with a 
job (=continue doing it) He quietly got on with the job.finish/complete a job I am 
sure we can finish the job this week.PHRASESdo a good/great/fine etc job (=do 

something well) I think our troops are doing a great job.make a good job of sth (=do 
something well) He offered to cut our hedge, and made a good job of it. 
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join /dʒɔɪn/ verb  1. to connect or fasten things togetherPREPOSITIONSjoin sth 

to sth The island is joined to the mainland by a narrow strip of land.join sth 
together I joined the wires together.join sth with sth (=using something) Join the 

two pieces of wood with strong glue.THESAURUS: joinattachto join one thing to  

another, so that it stays in position. Attach is often used when you can separate the 

two things later:She attached the photo to the letter with a paper clip. | The boards  

are attached with nails. | On the wall, attached with adhesive tape, was a New York  

City subway map.connect also connect upto join pieces of equipment together,  

especially with a wire or pipe, so that electricity, gas, water etc can pass from one to  

another:Have you connected up the speakers to the stereo? | The hoses  

that connect the radiator to the engine are leaking.link also link upto connect  

machines, systems, computers etc, so that electronic signals can pass from one to  

another:All the office PCs are linked to the main server.2. if two roads, rivers etc join, 

they become one: This is the point where the two roads join. The River Ouse joins the 
River Humber. 

joint /dʒɔɪnt/ adjective  involving two or more people or groups, or owned or 

shared by themNOUNSa joint venture (=when two companies work together in order 
to do something) The project is a joint venture between Ford and an Indian car 

company.a joint project The European fighter aircraft is a joint project between 
Britain, Germany, Spain, and Italy.a joint effort (=something that is done by two 
people working together) The meal was a joint effort by Bob and Sarah.joint 

action There needs to be joint action by the police and the army against the 
terrorists.a joint statement/declaration The two leaders issued a joint 
statement saying that the talks had been successful.joint favourites BrE joint 

favorites AmE (=two teams, players etc that are both equally likely to win) Manchester 
United and Arsenal are joint favourites to win the competition.a joint account (=a 
bank account that two people can use) Many married couples have a joint account.joint 

research They are carrying out joint research with Swiss government organizations.a 
joint meeting/session The decision was made at a joint meeting of the two 
organizations.a joint committee A joint committee of the three agencies will be 

established.PHRASESin joint names (=owned or used by two people) Both people 
must sign the form if the account is in joint names. 

joke /dʒəʊk $ dʒoʊk/ noun  something that you say or do to make people laugh, 

especially a funny story or trickADJECTIVESa good/funny joke I heard a really good 
joke the other day.a bad/terrible/feeble/lame joke (=not funny) Dad was known 
for his bad jokes.a cruel/sick joke (=very unkind) When I heard he had cancer, at 

first I thought it was some kind of sick joke.an old joke It reminded me of the old 
joke about the chicken crossing the road.a corny joke (=old and silly) He always 
laughed at his boss’s corny jokes.a dirty joke (=about sex) A bunch of boys were 

telling dirty jokes.a practical joke (=that involves tricking someone) He set off the fire 
alarm as a practical joke.an inside/private joke (=that only a few people who are 
involved in something will understand) After I’d worked there a while, I started to 

understand some of the inside jokes.a running joke (=in which people always laugh 
when the same situation happens, or when someone says something) It’s a running 
joke in our house that my husband can never find his keys.VERBStell a joke (=repeat a 
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funny story) He was always telling jokes and making people laugh.Don’t say say a joke. 

Say tell a joke.make a joke also crack a joke (=say something intended to be 
funny) He was cracking jokes and seemed relaxed and happy.get a joke (=understand 

a joke and find it funny) She never gets my jokes.laugh at sb’s jokes A few 
people laughed at his jokes, but some didn’t find them funny.play a joke on sb (=trick 
someone to make people laugh) John’s always playing jokes on his brothers.share a 

joke (with sb) (=laugh at a joke with someone else) They seemed to be sharing a 
private joke.swap jokes (=tell each other jokes) They spent the evening swapping 
jokes and stories.PREPOSITIONSa joke about sb/sth She made a joke about his 

unusual name.as/for a joke He pretended to be choking, as a joke.PHRASESa joke 
falls flat (=people don’t find a joke funny) His practical jokes usually fell flat.sb can 
take a joke (=someone can laugh at jokes about themselves and not get 

upset) Luckily he can take a joke.mean sth as a joke I meant it as a joke, but she 
thought I was being serious.be the butt of a joke (=be the person a joke is made 
about, so that people laugh at you) Somehow he’d become the butt of all his 

classmates’ jokes.make jokes at sb’s expense (=make jokes about them in a way 
that makes them seem silly) He had the unpleasant habit of making jokes at his 

wife’s expense.THESAURUS: jokepun also play on wordsa joke made by mixing  

up two different meanings of the same word, or two words with the same sound:The 

joke is based on a pun on the words ‘bear’ and ‘bare’. | The title of the book is a witty  

play on words. | Shakespeare used a lot of puns for comic effect.funny storya short  

story that someone tells to make people laugh:He was one of those guys who are good 

at telling funny stories at dinner parties.gaga short joke, especially one told by a  

professional entertainer:He’s a great comedian, with plenty of good gags.one-linera 

very short joke or funny remark:There are some memorable one-liners in the film.  

journal AC /ˈdʒɜːnl $ -ɜːr-/ noun  1. a magazine for professional people or for 

people who have a particular interestADJECTIVESa scientific/medical/technical 

journal The results were published in the medical journal ‘The Lancet’.an academic 
journal She often writes articles for academic journals.a specialist journal The paper 

was published in a specialist journal for engineers.a professional journal The ‘Nursing 
Standard’ is a professional journal for nurses.a leading/major journal (=an 
important journal) The study first appeared in a leading academic journal.a 

prestigious journal (=one that is very well respected) Prestigious journals such as 
‘Scientific American’ reported on the importance of this research.an international 
journal They produce an international journal called ‘Waste and Environment 

Today’.an electronic/online journal The company publishes a free online journal.a 
monthly/quarterly journal ‘Scottish Affairs’ is a new quarterly journal.NOUNS 

+ journala trade journal (=for people involved in a particular profession or 

business) ‘The Bookseller’ is a trade journal for people who are involved in selling 
books.a science/law journal The article appeared in a Dutch law journal.a research 
journal The department publishes its own research journal.VERBSpublish/produce a 

journal The journal is published monthly.appear in/be published in a journal The 
research has appeared in specialist journals.write (sth) for a journal He’s writing an 
article for a scientific journal.subscribe to a journal (=pay to have copies of a journal 

sent to you regularly) The college library subscribes to several journals.journal + 

NOUNSa journal article/report I read a journal article about this 
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study.THESAURUS: journal→ magazine2. a written record that you make of the 

things that happen to you each dayVERBSkeep a journal Darwin kept a journal of his 
voyage.write sth in your journal “Another dramatic day”, she wrote in her 

journal.ADJECTIVESan online journal Blogs are a kind of online journal.journal + 

NOUNSa journal entry He quoted a journal entry by Victor Hugo for December 

1847. Journal or diary?A journal is often written by a famous or important person.  

journalist /ˈdʒɜːnəl-əst, ˈdʒɜːnəl-ɪst $ -ɜːr-/ noun [C]  someone who writes news 

reports for newspapers, magazines, television, or radioADJECTIVES/NOUNS + journalista 

freelance journalist He is freelance journalist specializing in Middle Eastern affairs.an 
investigative journalist (=one who tries to find out stories and 
information) Investigative journalists found out that the president had been having an 

affair.a well-known journalist William Safire was a well-known journalist and 
broadcaster.a television/radio journalist In an interview with a BBC television 
journalist, she talks about her life as an artist.a tabloid journalist (=one who works 

for a newspaper that has a lot of stories about famous people and not much 
news ) Tabloid journalists are always looking for stories about the royal 
family.PREPOSITIONSa journalist on a newspaper She worked as a journalist on the 

New York Times.THESAURUS: journalistreportersomeone whose job is to find  

out about news stories and ask questions for a newspaper, television or radio company 

etc:A crowd of reporters were waiting outside the house all night. | He told reporters  

that he had no intention of resigning.correspondentsomeone who writes news articles  

or does reports about a particular subject, especially a serious one, for a newspaper or  

news organization:He was the BBC’s correspondent in Moscow. | She was a  

famous war correspondent. | our economics correspondentcolumnistsomeone who 

writes articles, especially about a particular subject, that appear regularly in a  

newspaper or magazine:The article was by an influential financial  

columnist. | The gossip columnists were saying that the couple were planning to get  

married.hack informala disapproving word for a journalist, especially one whose work 

is of low quality:The editor sent one of his hacks to interview the murderer’s  

girlfriend.newsman/woman also newspaperman/womana general word for  

someone who works for a newspaper, especially a reporter or editor:He is  

an experienced newspaperman.the pressnewspapers and journalists in general:The 

press always like a good story about the royal family. | The right-wing press always  

say that things are getting worse.Fleet Streetthe British press. This phrase comes 

from the street in London, where many newspapers used to have their offices:Relations  

between the government and Fleet Street aren’t as cosy as they once were.  

journey /ˈdʒɜːni $ -ɜːr-/ noun  a tripADJECTIVES/NOUNS + journeya 

car/plane/bus etc journey I often feel sick on car journeys.a long/short 
journey They arrived tired from their long journey.a two-hour/forty-minute etc 
journey It’s a six-hour train journey from here to London.a six-mile/hundred-mile 

etc journey The seven-mile journey down the river is an experience not to be 
missed.a difficult journey It was a difficult journey, especially in the winter months.a 
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dangerous/hazardous/perilous journey They set off on the dangerous 

journey down the river.a safe journey (=used especially to wish someone a good 
journey) Have a safe journey.a wasted journey (=not achieving the result you 

wanted) To avoid a wasted journey, call first to check that the event is still on.an epic 
journey (=very long and eventful) Lewis and Clark made their epic journey across the 
continental United States in the early 1800s.an arduous journey (=to a place that is 

difficult to reach) They continued their arduous journey to the North Pole.the outward 
journey/the journey there (=the journey to a place) The outward journey seemed 
long and slow.the return journey/the journey back (=the journey back from a 

place) The return journey was uneventful.the homeward journey (=the journey back 
home) In the car on their homeward journey, they discussed the wedding.VERBSgo on 
a journey (=travel somewhere, especially somewhere far away) She doesn’t like going 

on long journeys.make a journey (=go on a journey – used about a complete 
journey) I still use my car, but now I make fewer journeys.begin/start a 
journey He began the journey home across London.set off on a 

journey also embark on a journey formal (=start a long journey) Before setting off 
on a journey, look at maps and guidebooks.break your journey (=make a short stop 
on a journey) We broke our journey to have a picnic.continue your journey We 

stopped for breakfast, then continued our journey.PREPOSITIONSa journey to sth The 
journey to work takes about an hour.a journey from sth We started our journey 
from New York on May 1st.a journey across/along/around etc sth The journey 

across Europe was long and hard.a journey by sth A journey by steam train can be 
magical.on a journey We made many friends on our journey.PHRASESa leg/stage of 
a journey (=one part of a journey) We set off on the final leg of our 

journey.THESAURUS: journeytripa journey to visit a place:She is away on a  

business trip for most of this week. | I visited Paris on a school trip. | They're thinking  

of taking a trip to Canada. | We went on a trip to Florida when I was young. | See you 

soon. Hope you have a good trip. Trip or journey?You say a business trip or  

a school trip (not 'journey'). A trip is often for pleasure or for your job.You often  

use journey when talking about travelling a long distance, especially when this is  

difficult. You say Captain Scott set off on his journey to the South Pole. (not his  

'trip').Journey is more common in British English - US speakers often  

use trip instead. For example, British speakers would be more likely to  

say The journey takes about 40 minutes. whereas US speakers would  

say The trip takes about 45 minutes. toura journey for pleasure, during which you 

visit several different towns, areas etc:Last summer we went on a tour  

of Europe. | The band are on a three month tour of the US (=they are travelling  

around the US playing concerts for three months). | They set off on a world  

tour.excursiona short journey by a group of people to visit a place, especially while  

they are on holiday:The cost of the holiday includes excursions to see the Pyramids  
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and the temples at Luxor.expeditiona long and carefully organized journey, especially  

to a dangerous or unfamiliar place:They set off on an expedition to find the source of  

the River Nile. | Darwin was on an expedition to the Galapagos Islands.commutethe 

journey to and from work that someone does every day:People are fed up with  

the daily commute on overcrowded trains.pilgrimage /ˈpɪlɡrəmɪdʒ, ˈpɪlɡrɪmɪdʒ/a  

journey to a holy place for religious reasons:Muslims go on a pilgrimage 

to Mecca.treka long journey, for example over mountains or through forests,  

especially one that people do on foot for pleasure:We're going on a two-

week trek across the Atlas Mountains.travelthe general activity of moving from one 

place to another:Air travel causes a lot of pollution. | Foreign travel became more 

popular in the 1970s. | Her new job involves a lot of travel. | Paul Theroux is a  

famous travel writer (=someone who writes books about their journeys). | I can claim 

my travel expenses back from my company. | Many travel agencies have gone out of  

business, because more and more people are buying tickets online.sb’s  

travelssomeone’s journeys to places that are far away:I’m longing to hear all about  

your travels in China. | He is off on his travels again (=he is travelling  

again). Travel or travelling?Travel is mainly used as a verb. Don't say I like  

travel. Say I like travelling. BY PLANE/BOAT/CAR/BICYCLE ETCflighta journey by 

air:You should check in at the airport two hours before your flight. | The flight  

to Morocco takes about four hours. | Nice to see you - did you have a good 

flight? | The flight was very smooth (=comfortable and without any 

problems).voyage /ˈvɔɪ-ɪdʒ/a long journey over the sea:Columbus set off on his  

long voyage across the Atlantic Ocean. | He had sailed with Captain James Cook on his  

famous voyage of discovery to the South Pacific in 1776.crossinga short journey by 

boat from one piece of land to another:A 30-minute ferry crossing takes you to the 

island.cruisea journey for pleasure, especially on a big ship that can carry a lot of  

passengers:They are on a 10-day cruise of the Mediterranean. | We went on a  

cruise down the Nile. | You can take a pleasure cruise around the lake.drivea journey 

in a car, often for pleasure:The drive through the mountains was absolutely  

beautiful. | We went on a drive along the coast.ridea short journey in a car, or on a  

bicycle or horse:It’s a twenty-minute taxi ride to the station. | It's only a short bus  

ride to the airport. | Why don't we go for a bike ride?  

joy /dʒɔɪ/ noun  great happiness and pleasurePHRASESbe filled with joy also be 

full of joy I was filled with joy at the thought of seeing her again.be jumping for 

joy (=be very pleased about something) She tried to appear calm, but 
she was secretly jumping for joy.tears of joy She began to cry again, but they 
were tears of joy.a feeling/sense of joy A feeling of total joy swept over him.a look 

of joy There was a look of joy on their faces.shouts/cries of joy They greeted each 
other with cries of joy.ADJECTIVESgreat joy There was great joy in the town that 
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day.pure/sheer/complete joy The victory was a moment of pure joy.overwhelming 

joy formal (=very great joy) He felt overwhelming joy at seeing her again.true/real 
joy She is still trying to find true joy in her life.VERBSgive (sb) joy His music 

has given people a lot of joy over the years.bring joy to sb (=make someone feel 
joy) Her children have brought her great joy.feel/experience joy I had 
never experienced such joy before.express your joy It was nice to see the 

children express their joy so openly.PREPOSITIONSjoy at sth The book describes 
the joy she felt at her children’s happiness.to sb’s joy (=used for saying that 
something makes someone very happy) To my great joy, she agreed to marry me. 

judge1 /dʒʌdʒ/ noun  1. an important public official, whose job is to make 

decisions in a courtADJECTIVES/NOUNS + judgea high court judge A high court 
judge ordered that the men should be released.a federal judge AmE (=a judge in a 
federal court) A federal judge ruled that the land belonged to them.a trial 

judge The trial judge instructed the jury to ignore what the witness had just said.a 
district judge AmE A district judge in Johnson County ordered an investigation into 
Shaw’s death.a circuit judge BrE (=a judge who works in different courts in an 

area) The appeal was made to the circuit judge.a senior judge He is Scotland’s 
most senior judge.the presiding judge (=the most important judge in charge of the 

trial) The presiding judge refused to accept his claim.an appeal judge (=whose job is 
to decide whether a previous decision should be changed) Appeal judges ruled that the 
decision was right.VERBSa judge orders sth The judge ordered that she should pay a 

fine.a judge rules (that)... (=says that this is what he or she has decided) The judge 
ruled that there was not enough evidence to prove him guilty.a judge finds sb 
innocent/guilty (=decide that someone is innocent or guilty) The judges found her 

innocent of all charges.a judge sentences sb to 6 months/5 years etc in 
prison (=says that someone must go to prison as a punishment) The judge 
sentenced the men to three years in prison.a judge imposes a fine/penalty/prison 

sentence (=gives someone a fine or punishment) The judge can impose a fine of up to 
$1 million.a judge awards/grants sth The judge awarded him £20,000 
compensation.a judge hears a case/evidence/testimony (=considers it, in order to 

make a decision) Three judges will hear the case.a judge throws out a case/the 
charges (=decides that there should not be a trial) The judge threw out all 
the charges against him.a judge overturns/overrules sb/sth (=changes an earlier 

legal decision) Two senior judges overturned the ruling.a judge dismisses/rejects 
sth (=refuses to accept something) The judge rejected this argument.a judge 
instructs a jury (=advises the jury to do something) The judge 

instructed the jury about the main legal points in the case.2. someone who decides who 
has won a competitionADJECTIVESan independent judge The winner will be decided 
by a panel of independent judges.NOUNS + judgea competition judge The competition 

judges were impressed by her singing.VERBSa judge awards (sb) a prize The judges 
awarded him first prize.a judge decides sth The judges decided that there were two 
winners.PHRASESa panel of judges (=a group of judges) Each competitor will cook 

their dish in front of a panel of judges. 

judge2 /dʒʌdʒ/ verb  to form or give an opinion after thinking 

carefullyPHRASESsth is difficult/hard/impossible to judge It is difficult to judge the 

size of the problem. | It was impossible to judge how serious the danger was.judge sth 
a success/failure The concert was judged a success.judge sth on its 
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merits (=according to how good it is and nothing else) The ideas should be judged on 

their merits, regardless of who suggested them.judge sth on the basis of 
sth (=using a particular thing to make your decision) You can’t judge someone’s 

progress on the basis of a single exam.judge sb/sth by certain standards We 
shouldn’t judge people who lived 100 years ago by our standards.judge it best/better 
to do sth The animal looked fierce, so I judged it best not to approach it.judge it safe 

to do sth The sea was calm, so he judged it safe to go swimming.judge 
whether/if/how etc It is impossible, at this early stage, to judge whether the 
experiment will work.judging by sth (=used for giving a reason for your 

opinion) Judging by the smile on his face, I’d say he’s had some good 
news.ADVERBSjudge sth objectively/fairly/impartially (=in a fair way, without 
being affected by your own personal feelings or interests) Local people are worried that 

their protests will not be judged objectively.judge sb harshly (=in a severe or unkind 
way) Do not judge her too harshly; she was very young at the time.judge sth 
correctly It takes a lot of experience to judge correctly how hard to hit the 

ball.PREPOSITIONSjudge sb/sth on/according to sth (=by considering 
something) Candidates are judged on their performance on the day.judge sth against 
sth (=by comparing one thing with another) Readers will inevitably judge this new 

book against her earlier novels.THESAURUS: 

judgeassessimpact | effect | extent | progress | performance | damage | situ

ationto judge how good, bad, successful etc someone or something is, especially by 

using a fixed set of standards:It's too early to assess the impact of these 

changes. | Are tests and exams the best way to assess students’ progress? | The 

insurance company will send someone to assess the damage. | We need to assess the 

situation first, before we make a  

decision.evaluateeffectiveness | performance | effect | impact | evidence | data

 | results | findingsto judge how good, bad, successful etc someone or something is,  

especially by carefully examining all the information about them. Evaluate is often  

used about the work of people doing research:We need to evaluate the effectiveness of  

the treatment. | The researchers then evaluated driver performance. | The test is used 

to evaluate the effects of pesticides on domestic bees. | The data from the study is still  

being  

evaluated.gauge also gage AmE formalreaction | opinion | mood | impact | effect

 | level | extentto judge people’s opinions or feelings about something, or to measure 

the effect, importance etc of something. Gauge is often used when talking about  

getting a general idea of what something is like:He watched Jehana's face, trying to  

gauge her reaction. | A meeting was arranged in order to gauge the opinions of  

parents and students. | The government is trying to gauge the public mood about this  

issue. | It' s too early to gauge the impact of the oil price rises on people’s  

spending. | It can be difficult for the tutor to gauge the level of assistance that the 

student needs. | Without further information it is impossible to gauge the full extent of  

the problem.appraise formalperformance | effectivenessto judge how successful,  
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effective etc someone or something is, especially by comparing their good and bad 

points:Twice a year, managers appraise the performance of employees. | This research  

aims to appraise the effectiveness of the different kinds of treatment. If  

you appraise a situation, you examine it carefully before making a decision about  

what to do: The environmental department is currently appraising the situation and  

will issue their report soon.  

judgment also judgement /ˈdʒʌdʒmənt/ noun  1. an opinion that you form, 

especially after thinking carefully about somethingVERBSmake/form a judgment It’s 

too soon to make a judgment about whether the experiment was a success. | I prefer 
to form my own judgments, rather than relying on other people’s opinions.come 
to/reach a judgment (=make a judgment after considering all the facts) The tribunal 

will examine all the evidence before coming to a judgment.pass judgment (on 
sth) (=give your opinion, especially a negative one) Our aim is to help him, not to pass 
judgment on what he has done.base your judgment on sth (=make a judgment 

because of something) His judgment was based on the information available to him at 
the time.reserve judgment (=wait to decide until you have all the facts) Why don’t 
you reserve judgment until you have finished the book?render a 

judgment formal (=give an official judgment) The court will render its judgment on the 
case tomorrow.ADJECTIVESa moral judgment (=based on what you think is right) You 

should always be careful when making moral judgments about other people’s 
behaviour.a snap judgment (=made very quickly) In business, you often have to 
make snap judgments.a balanced judgment (=that gives equal attention to all sides 

or opinions) He interviewed as many people as possible so that he could form 
a balanced judgment.an informed/considered judgment (=that is based on 
knowledge) Voters are capable of making an informed decision if they are told the 

facts.PREPOSITIONSin sb’s judgment In my judgment, we should accept his offer.a 
judgment about/on sth We won’t make a judgment about the treatment until we 
have seen the full results. | Voters will deliver their judgment on the president’s 

performance on election day.PHRASESagainst sb’s better judgment (=even though 
you think your action may be wrong) I lent him the money, against my better 
judgment.2. the ability to make sensible decisionsVERBSuse your judgment Officers 

have to use their professional judgment when handling a violent 
situation.trust/respect sb’s judgment I trusted Ben’s judgment, so I asked his 
opinion.question sb’s judgment (=have or express doubts about someone’s 

decision) She’s the doctor – why should I question her judgment?affect/influence 
sb’s judgment Hill sometimes allowed his personal feelings 
to affect his judgment. | His judgment was influenced by his own childhood 

experiences.cloud sb’s judgment (=make someone less able to make good 
decisions) Don’t let your friends’ comments cloud your judgment.impair your 
judgment (=stop it being as good as it should be) Alcohol impairs your judgment, 

making you take risks you would not normally take.show good/bad etc judgment I 
think his decision to sue the newspaper showed really poor judgment.rely on/upon 
sb’s judgment Business people are used to relying on their own judgment when 

making decisions.ADJECTIVESgood/sound judgment They demonstrated good 
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judgment in their choice of captain. | She has a reputation as an effective leader 

with sound judgment.bad/poor judgment He showed poor judgment in discussing the 
affair with the press.sb’s political judgment Her handling of the matter has led 

people to question her political judgment.sb’s personal judgment Sometimes you 
have to rely on your own personal judgment.PHRASESan error of judgment In 
trusting him, Ellie had made a serious error of judgment.a lack of judgment Doesn’t 

that show a lack of judgment on your part? (=show a lack of judgment by you)sth is a 
matter/question of judgment How you decide to proceed is very much a matter 
of personal judgment. 

juice /dʒuːs/ noun  the liquid that comes from fruit and vegetables, or a drink 

that is made from thisADJECTIVES/NOUNS + juicefruit juice A glass of fruit juice costs 
£1.40.lemon/orange/apple/tomato etc juice A Coke and a tomato juice, 
please.fresh/freshly squeezed juice Add some freshly squeezed orange juice.pure 

juice Drink water or pure fruit juice rather than sugary drinks.VERBSdrink 
juice She drank some more juice.extract juice (=get juice out of a fruit) Press the 
pears well to extract the juice.dilute juice (=add water to juice) For young children, 

you should dilute juice.juice + NOUNSa juice bar (=a small restaurant that sells fresh 
juices) There is a juice bar selling 14 freshly squeezed fruit juices and nine vegetable 

juices.PHRASESa glass of juice Would you like a glass of juice?a carton of juice Bella 
was drinking a carton of juice. 

juicy /ˈdʒuːsi/ adjective  THESAURUS > delicious 

jump1 /dʒʌmp/ verb  to push yourself up into the air, or over or away etc from 

something, using your legsPREPOSITIONS/ADVERBSjump over sth The boy jumped 
over the wall and ran off.jump off sth The man was threatening to jump off the 
bridge.jump out of/into/onto sth She jumped out of the plane and opened the 

parachute.jump down/up The driver jumped down from the truck.jump up and 
down (=used especially when someone is excited) Fans were jumping up and 
down and cheering.jump clear of sth (=jump out of the way of something) We 

managed to jump clear of the car before it hit the wall.PHRASEShow high/far sb can 

jump How high can you jump?THESAURUS: jumpleapto suddenly jump up high  

or a long way. Leap sounds a little more formal than jump and is more common in  

written descriptions:The deer leapt over the fence. | Tina leapt onto the boat as it was  

moving away. | Fish were leaping out of the water.diveto jump into water with your  

head and arms first:Zoë dived into the swimming pool.skipto move forwards with little  

jumps between your steps, especially because you are feeling happy:The little girl was  

skipping down the street.hopto jump or move around on one leg:He was hopping  

around because he’d injured his foot.bounceto jump up and down several times,  

especially on something that has springs in it:Children love bouncing on 

beds.vault especially writtento jump over something in one movement, using your  

hands or a pole to help you:He vaulted the ticket barrier and ran for the exit. | Ben 

tried to vault over the bar.  

jump2 /dʒʌmp/ noun  1. an act of pushing yourself suddenly up into the air using 

your legsVERBSdo a jump He did some jumps to keep warm.perform a jump (=do a 
jump, especially as part of a sports performance) The skaters performed a 
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perfect jump.give a jump (=do a quick jump, especially without intending to, because 

you are surprised) She gave a jump, then a gasp, when she saw who it 
was.ADJECTIVESa big jump He did a big jump and landed on top of the bin.a 

little/small jump She gave a little jump of joy.a standing jump (=a jump from 
standing still) The fox can go over a high fence with a standing jump.NOUNS + jumpa 
parachute jump (=from an aircraft using a parachute) They did a parachute jump to 

raise money for charity.a bungee jump (=from a high place with a rope which 
stretches so you move up and down) I’ve always wanted to do a bungee 
jump.PHRASEStake a running jump (=do a jump after running) He took a 

running jump and cleared the fence.THESAURUS: jumpleapa jump that is as far  

or as high as you can:With a huge leap he landed on the opposite bank of the 

river.divea jump into water with your head and arms first:That was the best dive of  

the competition.skipa little jump that someone, especially a child, does while  

walking:Rufus was happy and gave a little skip.hopa jump on one leg:“I can do ten  

hops,” said the little boy.  

junction /ˈdʒʌŋkʃən/ noun  a place where one road, track etc joins 

anotherADJECTIVESa busy junction It’s a busy junction at any time of the day.a 
dangerous junction We have installed cameras at dangerous road junctions.the next 

junction Turn left at the next junction.VERBSreach/approach a junction Slow down 
as you approach the junction.use a junction BrE (=used especially about a place 
where a smaller road joins a motorway) For the superstore, use junction 11.take a 

junction also go off at a junction BrE (=used about a place where a smaller road 
joins a motorway) If coming by road, take junction 5 off the M5.NOUNSa 
road/motorway junction This is a very busy road junction during rush hour.a 

railway junction BrE a railroad junction AmE Bletchley was on the railway 
junction between Oxford and Cambridge.PREPOSITIONSat the junction of sth The 
market square lies at the junction of two main roads.the junction with sth He turned 

left off the A6 just south of the junction with the A5012. 

jungle /ˈdʒʌŋɡəl/ noun  a thick tropical forest with many large plants growing 

very close togetherADJECTIVES/NOUNS + jungledense jungle (=where trees grow 

close together) The explorers walked through miles of dense jungle.remote 
jungle (=far from other places) A new species of rat has been discovered in a remote 
jungle in Indonesia.tropical jungle On the island of Timor there are large areas 

of tropical jungle.the Amazon/African etc jungle The plane crashed in the Amazon 
jungle.jungle + NOUNSjungle warfare (=fighting in the jungle) The soldiers had been 
trained in jungle warfare.PREPOSITIONSin the jungle The snake is found in the 

jungles of South America.PHRASESdeep in the jungle They discovered a lost city deep 
in the jungle. 

junior /ˈdʒuːniə/ adjective  1. having a low rank in an organizationNOUNSa 

junior position/post/rank She managed to get a junior position at a clothing 
company.a junior member of sth Collins was the most junior member of the 
department.a junior doctor/nurse/reporter Junior doctors have to work very long 

hours.a junior officer/minister She is a junior minister at the Department of 
Health.junior staff Junior staff must have regular personal development meetings with 
managers.a junior colleague I spoke to one of his junior colleagues.a junior 
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partner He’s a junior partner in a law firm.PREPOSITIONSbe junior to sb He is junior 

to me.THESAURUS: junior→ young2. relating to sport for young people below a 

certain ageNOUNSa junior team The junior team won their match.a junior 

player The junior players compete in their own league.a junior champion She 
became junior champion after winning the final.a junior 
championship/tournament/league He won the junior championship at the age of 

16. 

junk /dʒʌŋk/ noun  unwanted objects that have no use or valueADJECTIVESold 

junk The garage was full of old junk.useless/unwanted junk I need to tidy the house 

and get rid of a lot of useless junk.household junk Almost all your household junk can 
be re-used or recycled.VERBSthrow out/get rid of your junk You could create a lot of 
space by throwing out some of this junk.collect junk He’s not one of those people 

who collects junk and won’t throw it out.PHRASESa heap/pile of junk There was a 
large pile of junk in the front garden that included an old cooker.a bit/piece of 
junk The artist creates sculptures out of pieces of junk. 

jury /ˈdʒʊəri $ ˈdʒʊri/ noun  a group of people in a court who decide whether 

someone is guilty or notPHRASESa member of the jury Only three members of the 
jury were women.the foreman of the jury (=its leader, who announces its 

decision) The foreman of the jury announced a guilty verdict.trial by jury Defendants 
have a right to trial by jury.the jury finds sb guilty/not guilty (=says officially 
whether someone is guilty or not) The jury found her not guilty of her husband’s 

murder.the jury reaches a verdict also the jury arrives at a verdict (=decides if 
someone is guilty or not guilty) The judge asked if the jury had reached its verdict.the 
jury returns a verdict (=gives its decision to the court) The jury returned 

a guilty verdict.a jury’s verdict (=the decision of a jury) The jury’s verdict is 
final.VERBSa jury convicts sb (=says that someone is guilty) The jury convicted him 
on two fraud charges.a jury acquits/clears sb (=says that someone is not guilty) He 

was acquitted by a jury when the case came to court.a jury hears sth (=is given 
information) The jury heard how the attack followed an argument in a bar.a jury 
retires (to consider its verdict) (=goes out of the court to discuss its decision) No 

new evidence can be presented to the court once the jury has retired.VERBS 

+ jurysit/serve on a jury (=be a member of a jury) I’ve never served 
on a jury before.address the jury (=speak to it) The defence lawyer stood up 

to address the jury.a judge directs/instructs a jury (=tells it what to 
decide) The judge directed the jury to find her not guilty.ADJECTIVESa hung 
jury (=one that cannot agree whether someone is guilty of a crime) The trial ended 

with a hung jury.an inquest jury (=one that decides the cause of someone’s 
death) The inquest jury decided that his death was accidental.a grand jury AmE (=one 
that decides whether someone must be judged in a court) Their business practices are 

now being investigated by a grand jury.jury + NOUNSthe jury system The government 
proposed changes to the jury system.jury service/duty (=when you have to spend 
time on a jury) He has been called for jury service in July.a jury trial (=a trial with a 

jury) Should all accused people have a jury trial?PREPOSITIONSon a jury She was the 
only woman on the jury. 

just /dʒʌst/ adjective  THESAURUS > fair 
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justice /ˈdʒʌstəs, ˈdʒʌstɪs/ noun  1. the system of judging people in courts of law 

and punishing criminalsVERBSface justice It is important that he faces justice for his 
crimes.escape justice (=escape being punished) The thieves managed to escape 
justice.demand justice The families of the murder victims are demanding 

justice.bring sb to justice (=catch and punish someone) No one has been brought to 
justice for any of these killings.justice is done (=a case is judged fairly in a court of 
law, especially with the result that the person who committed a crime is punished) We 

want to see that justice is done.administer/dispense justice formal (=to judge cases 
and decide if someone should be punished) In wartime, the courts were closed and it 
was impossible to administer justice in the normal way.obstruct justice (=prevent a 

case from being judged fairly, usually by lying or hiding evidence) She was charged 
with obstructing justice by lying to the police.justice + NOUNSthe justice system The 
criminal justice system is in need of reform.the justice minister The justice 

minister confirmed that a total of 5,200 prisoners had been released.the justice 
department The Justice Department believes that it has now caught everybody 
involved in the fraud.PHRASESa miscarriage of justice formal (=an occasion when 

justice is not done and someone is unfairly punished) His lawyer claims that he is the 
victim of a miscarriage of justice and he was denied a fair trial.pervert the course of 

justice formal (=prevent justice from being done by lying, hiding evidence etc) The 
men are accused of attempting to pervert the course of justice by threatening 
witnesses.2. fairness in the way people are treatedADJECTIVESsocial justice (=fair 

treatment for everyone in society, both rich and poor) The government aims to 
improve social justice by providing better schools in poor neighbourhoods.rough 
justice (=punishment that is not decided in court in the usual legal way, and that is 

often severe or unfair) Gangs practise a kind of rough justice on their members.poetic 
justice (=a situation in which something bad happens to someone, but they deserve it 
because they have done something bad) After the way he treated her, it’s poetic 

justice that she left him.PHRASESa sense of justice He has a strong sense of justice, 
and feels that people who work hard should be rewarded for their efforts. 

justification AC /ˌdʒʌstəfəˈkeɪʃən, ˌdʒʌstɪfəˈkeɪʃən/ noun  a good and acceptable 

reason for doing somethingPHRASESthere is no/little justification for doing 

sth There is no justification for holding her in jail.use sth as a justification The 
terrorists try to use religion as a justification for their crimes.with some 

justification Hoggart felt, with some justification, that his friends had let him 
down.VERBSprovide/give/offer a justification The company failed 
to provide a justification for its actions.see/find justification I 

can see little justification for most of the changes.need justification also require 
justification formal Spending money on such a project will require 
justification.ADJECTIVESsufficient justification (=a good enough reason) You can’t 

put someone in prison without sufficient justification.ample justification (=more than 
enough good reasons) If she was angry, she had ample justification.a 
reasonable/rational justification He could provide no rational justification for his 

change of mind.legal/economic/scientific justification I see no economic 
justification for investing in new equipment.moral justification There was no moral 
justification for the war.theoretical justification (=theories that give a reason) The 

article examines theoretical justifications for capital punishment.the main 
justification The main justification for this policy is that it will save money.the only 
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justification He believed that profit was the only justification for being in 

business.further justification He doesn’t need to give any further justification of his 
decision.a possible justification What possible justification can there be for sacking 

her?PREPOSITIONSwithout justification Police officers cannot stop and search 
people without justification.justification for sth There is no justification for this 
belief.justification of sth This gives a justification of the method used. 

juvenile /ˈdʒuːvənaɪl $ -nəl, -naɪl/ adjective  THESAURUS > young 
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Letter K 
keen adjective  THESAURUS > enthusiastic 

keep (on) doing sth verbTHESAURUS > continue (1)b 

keep /kiːp/ verb  to leave something in one particular place so that you can find 

it easilyPREPOSITIONSkeep sth in sth We usually keep some aspirin in the 
cupboard.keep sth under/on top of sth George kept a bottle of whiskey under his 

bed.keep sth on a computer The information is kept on a computer.PHRASESwhere 
do you keep sth? Where do you keep your teabags?keep sth for future use (=keep 
something so that you can use it later) I decided to keep the map for future 

use.THESAURUS: 

keepstoreinformation | records | files | food | energy | woodto keep or put  

something somewhere, so that you can use it later - used especially about large 

quantities of things:The information is stored on a computer. | The files are stored 

in boxes in the basement. | The plants store the energy they have collected during the 

day. | Villagers have begun storing wood for the 

winter.filedocument | information | details | report | articleto store things such  

as documents or information in a particular order or a particular place:The documents  

are filed alphabetically. | The information is now filed electronically. | The report  

is filed under my name.holdinformation | details | records | filesto keep 

something to be used when it is needed, especially something that many different  

people may need to use:The information is held by the Defense Department and the 

CIA. | We need to make sure that the details we hold are correct. | Medical records are 

now usually held on computers. | The data was held in separate files.saveto keep 

something so that you can use or enjoy it in the future:He had been saving the bottle  

of champagne for a special occasion. | We can save the rest of the pie for  

later.collectto get and keep objects of the same type because you think they are 

attractive or interesting:Kate collects old postcards. | I used to collect stamps. | He 

collects paintings from the 19th century.reserve formalto keep part of something for  

use at a later time during a process such as cooking:Reserve some of the chocolate so 

that you can use it for decorating the cake.hoardto keep large amounts of food,  

money etc because you think you may not be able to get them in the future – used 

when you do not approve of people doing this because it is not necessary or not fair to  

other people:People have been hoarding food and fuel in case there is another  

attack. | Rationing of basic food products was introduced to prevent hoarding.  

kettle /ˈketl/ noun [C]  a container with a lid, a handle, and a spout, used for 

boiling and pouring waterVERBSput the kettle on also switch the kettle on (=start 
boiling water in a kettle) She put the kettle on and made a cup of tea.fill a 
kettle He filled the kettle with water.a kettle boils The kettle is boiling – I’d better 
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turn it off.boil a kettle She boiled the kettle and got out a couple of 

mugs.ADJECTIVESan electric kettle We need to buy a new electric kettle. 

key1 /kiː/ noun  1. a shaped piece of metal that fits into a lock to open a door 

etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS + keya door/house key I can’t find my house keys. | I’ll get a 

new door key cut for you.car keys She left her car keys on the hall table.the ignition 
key (=the key that starts an engine) She turned the ignition key and drove slowly 
away.a spare key She hides her spare key under the doormat.VERBSput the key in a 

lock/door also insert the key formal I put the key in the lock and opened the 
door. | She inserted the key into the lock.turn the key He climbed into his car 
and turned the key.jingle/jangle your keys (=move them so they make a ringing 

sound) The manager walked off down the corridor, jangling his keys.a key 
unlocks/opens sth The largest key unlocks the front door.a key turns We heard 
the key turn in the lock.PREPOSITIONSthe key to sth (=that opens something) Has 

anyone seen the key to the garage door?PHRASESa bunch/set of keys (=a group of 
keys kept together) He had a huge bunch of keys hanging from his belt.get a key 
cut (=have a key made) I got another key cut for my brother.2. a button that you 

press on a computer keyboardNOUNS + keythe return/shift/control etc key Use the 
Return key to move the cursor down to the next line.VERBSpress/hit a key Press 

the Delete key to get rid of a word you have typed.hold down a key Hold down 
the Control key while you press the Function key.3. the thing that makes something 
possible or successfulVERBShold/have the key (=be the person or thing that brings 

success) He’s the player who holds the key to victory in the World 
Cup.PREPOSITIONSthe key to sth Money still seems to be the key to success in 
American politics. 

key2 /kiː/ adjective  very importantNOUNSa key factor The weather could be 

a key factor in tomorrow’s game.a key element/feature/component Advertising is 
a key element in the success of a product.a key role/part The captain played a key 
role in the team’s winning season.a key area What are the key areas of the 

government’s economic policy?a key issue/question/point The environment became 
a key issue during the election.a key figure (=person) Adams was a key figure in the 
company’s success.a key player (=a person, organization etc that has a very 

important role in a situation, or an important player in a team) Germany is a key 
player within the EU.a key witness (=someone who can give important information 

about a crime) She will be a key witness in the murder trial.a key decision Women 
made most of the key decisions about money in these families.ADVERBSabsolutely 
key For any business to succeed, timing is absolutely key.clearly/obviously key His 

good looks have obviously been key to his success.PREPOSITIONSkey to sth Finding a 

safe place to live is key to survival for these animals.THESAURUS: 

key→ important (1)→ important (2)  

kick1 /kɪk/ verb  to hit something or someone with your footADVERBSkick 

sb/sth hard Her brother kicked her leg hard under the table.kick sb/sth 

repeatedly He had been repeatedly kicked as he lay on the ground.NOUNSkick a 
ball/football Billy was kicking a ball around the yard.kick the door 
down/open (=force it to open by kicking) The police had to kick the door down.kick 

off your shoes She kicked off her shoes and sat down. 
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kick2 /kɪk/ noun  1. an act of hitting something with your foot, or a movement of 

your leg that is like thatADJECTIVESa good/hard kick (=with a lot of force) The 
machine only works if you give it a good kick.a swift kick (=done quickly and with 
force) She gave me a swift kick on the shins.a well-aimed kick He was knocked over 

by a well-aimed kick to his chest.a high kick The dance routine was full of high 
kicks.VERBSgive sth a kick He gave the door a kick.get a kick While trying to get the 
ball, he got a kick on the ankle.2. informal a feeling of great excitement or 

enjoyment This meaning of kick is sometimes used when someone gets enjoyment  

from doing something that causes problems or suffering for other  

people. PHRASES(just) for kicks (=because it is enjoyable, not for a serious 

reason) Some kids get involved in crime just for kicks.get your kicks from sth She’s 

the kind of person who gets her kicks from embarrassing junior staff in meetings.get a 
kick out of sth He loves playing the game and he says he still gets a real kick out 
of it.give sb a kick It gave me a big kick to see her so happy.ADJECTIVESa 

real/big/huge kick Winning the trophy a second time gave me a huge kick. 

kid /kɪd/ noun informal  a childADJECTIVES/NOUNS + kida young kid She has 

two young kids.a little kid (=a very young child) He lived in Los Angeles when he was 

a little kid.a school kid A group of school kids were being shown around the museum.a 
four-year-old/a five-year-old etc kid Even a four-year-old kid knows 
that.VERBSraise a kid (=look after a child) After his wife died, he had 

to raise the kids on his own.treat sb like a kid I wish she’d stop treating me like a 
kid and let me make my own decisions.a kid grows up Now that the kids have grown 
up, she has more free time.PHRASESa wife and kids He had a wife and kids to 

support.be married with kids She’s happily married with two kids.when I was a 
kid/as a kid As a kid, I was a big fan of hip-hop music.be just a kid She was just a 
kid and didn’t know that she was doing anything wrong.be good/great with 

kids He’s great with kids, and always knows how to keep them amused. 

kill /kɪl/ verb  to make someone dieNOUNSkill a man/woman/person Police 

officers shot and killed a man in Los Angeles. | A bomb exploded, killing five people.kill 

an animal/insect/plant I believe it is wrong to kill any animal.kill 
germs/bacteria/cancer cells If you boil the water it will kill all the bacteria.kill 
yourself She tried to kill herself by taking an overdose of sleeping 

tablets.ADVERBSdeliberately/accidentally kill sb He accidentally killed one of his 
patients by giving them the wrong medicine.slowly kill sb The disease was slowly 
killing him.kill sb/sth humanely (=in a way that does not cause unnecessary 

suffering) Does it matter if a murderer is killed humanely?kill sb 
unlawfully formal (=illegally) The journalist was unlawfully killed by US troops.be 
tragically killed (=used when this is very sad) His son was tragically killed in a plane 

crash.be killed instantly (=immediately) The driver of the car was killed instantly.be 
needlessly killed (=in a way that is unnecessary) Our soldiers are being needlessly 
killed, in a war which cannot be won.kill (sb) indiscriminately formal (=without 

caring which person dies) The terrorists kill indiscriminately. Be killedKill is often  

used in the passive, when saying that someone dies: One soldier was killed and  
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another seriously injured. THESAURUS: killmurderto deliberately kill someone – 

used when talking about this as a crime:He was found guilty of murdering his  

wife. | Watson was brutally murdered by robbers in his own 

home.assassinatepresident | prime 

minister | king | leader | politician | judgeto deliberately kill an important  

person:The president was assassinated on 22 November, 1963 in Dallas. | The 

Israeli prime minister was assassinated by a Jewish law student. | There was an 

attempt to assassinate King Hassan by shooting down the royal jet. | They were 

involved in a plot to assassinate the Libyan leader. | A 

prominent politician was assassinated in Pakistan. | He was part of a plot to  

assassinate Hitler.execute also put sb to 

deathprisoner | criminal | murderer | killerto kill someone as a punishment for a  

crime:85 prisoners were executed in the US in 2000. | The gas chamber is used 

to execute criminals in seven states. | In Louisiana two 

convicted murderers were executed in the electric chair. | McVeigh, who killed 168 

people in a bombing attack, was executed by lethal  

injection.eliminateopponent | rivalto kill someone in order to prevent them from 

causing trouble:The military government eliminated their political opponents. | In the 

1930s Stalin eliminated his rivals inside the Communist Party.slayto kill someone or  

something in a violent way. Slay is an old-fashioned word which is used in old stories  

and in news reports:The king was slain at the Battle of Hastings. | St George slew the 

dragon. | The victims were slain in their beds.TO KILL A LARGE NUMBER OF  

PEOPLEmassacreto kill a large number of people in a violent way:Hundreds of  

demonstrators were massacred in the city’s main square. | The soldiers massacred  

men, women, and children.slaughterto kill animals for food, or to kill a large number  

of people in a cruel and violent way:The pigs are slaughtered on the farm. | It is  

estimated that half a million people were slaughtered. | The army slaughtered  

thousands of civilians in an effort to stop the revolt. | His enemies had all been 

slaughtered. | The Poles were slaughtered in millions.exterminateto kill large 

numbers of a particular group of people or animals, so that they no longer exist:The 

Nazis exterminated six million Jews. | They want to exterminate all the rats from the 

building. | Some species of bird have almost been exterminated as a result of modern  

farming methods. | The Native Americans were nearly exterminated in the 19th  

century.wipe outto kill all of a group of people, animals, or plants. Wipe out is more 

informal than exterminate:Whole villages were wiped out. | It was not long before 

the species was wiped out.TO KILL YOURSELFcommit suicideto kill yourself:He tried to  

commit suicide after the death of his girlfriend.take your own lifeto kill yourself:Ian  

Curtis tragically took his own life in 1980, after recording the song ‘Love will tear us  
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apart’. | Some people believe that it is a sin to take your own life. Take your own  

life or commit suicide?Take your own life sounds rather formal, and shows a  

feeling of sympathy for the person who died. Commit suicide sounds more  

neutral. Take your own life is also often used in moral discussions.  

killer /ˈkɪlə $ -ər/ noun  1. someone who kills peopleADJECTIVES/NOUNS + killera 

vicious/brutal killer The police are searching for the brutal killer of a 9-year-old 
boy.a ruthless/cold-blooded killer The judge described him as a cold-blooded 
killer.a serial killer (=who kills several times) Detectives say that they have no proof 

that a serial killer is responsible for the four women’s deaths.a contract killer (=who 
kills people for money) He hired a contract killer to murder his boss.a suspected 
killer The suspected killer has been arrested.a notorious killer Ted Bundy was one of 

the most notorious serial killers in history.a psychotic killer (=who has a serious 
mental illness) The story tells of a psychotic killer who hopes to set a record by 
committing 90 murders.VERBShunt for a killer Police are focusing the hunt 

for the killer on a man seen outside the victim’s home before the 
murder.find/catch/track down a killer The actor plays a Detroit cop who travels to 
California to track down the killer of his best friend.PHRASESa killer is on the 

loose (=he or she has escaped from prison) A serial killer is on the loose in South 
Carolina.bring sb’s killer to justice People are being urged to come forward with any 

information that might help bring her killer to justice.2. something that kills 
peopleADJECTIVESa major/leading killer Apart from road accidents, cancer is still 
the major killer of children.killer + NOUNSa killer disease/virus Malaria is one of the 

developing world’s killer diseases. 

kind1 /kaɪnd/ noun  one of the different types of a person or thing that belong to 

the same groupADJECTIVESall kinds/every kind of You can buy all kinds of fruit at 
the market. | He’s done all kinds of work.different kinds of The flowers attract 

many different kinds of insects. | Fossils of several different kinds have been found at 
this site.the same kind of We both have the same kind of car.some kind of Carved 
into the stone was some kind of design.(of) any kind There was no television, no radio 

– no technology of any kind. | Get me a sandwich – any kind will do.the right/wrong 
kind of It isn’t the right kind of course for me.the best/worst kind of The best kind 
of teaching is when the teacher also gets to learn from her students.a 

certain/particular/specific kind of Certain kinds of cancer can be treated with 
drugs.various kinds Students have to read various kinds of literature, including 

novels, plays, and poetry.ADVERBSprecisely/exactly the kind of This was precisely 
the kind of advice she needed.PREPOSITIONSa kind of sth A vihuela is a kind of small 
guitar.PHRASESwhat kind of What kind of sandwich would you like?of its kind It is the 

biggest shopping centre of its kind in the country.of this kind How can we be sure a 
disaster of this kind will not happen again?of the worst/best etc kind This is 
hypocrisy of the worst kind.that kind of thing She usually wears trainers and 

jeans, that kind of thing.in a funny/nervous/optimistic etc kind of way spoken He 
was behaving in a silly, giggly kind of way. 

kind2 /kaɪnd/ adjective  saying or doing things that show that you care about 

other people and want to help them or make them happyNOUNSa kind 
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man/woman/person The priest was a kind man and he took the trouble to sit and 

talk to her.a kind face/smile The old lady had a kind face and gentle blue eyes.kind 
words Thank you for your kind words about the magazine – I’m glad you like it.a kind 

offer/invitation/gift Jenny wrote to say that she would be delighted to accept 
their kind offer. | Ms Jarvis is unable to accept your kind invitation.a kind thing It was 
a kind thing to say.a kind letter We cannot thank you all enough for the kind letters of 

support.ADVERBSextremely/incredibly/really kind The staff were really kind to me 
and they made me feel that they genuinely cared.most kind (=very kind – used when 
thanking someone politely) Thank you for your help. You’ve been most 

kind.PREPOSITIONSkind to sb The local people were very kind to us.it is kind of sb 

(to do sth) It was kind of him to offer to lend the money.THESAURUS: 

kindgenerousperson | offer | gift | present | donationkind because you give 

people money, presents etc:He’s one of the most generous people I’ve ever met – he 

even offered me the use of his villa in Florida. | She remembered his generous offer to  

pay for the trip. | Dr Singer thanked the chairman for his generous gift. | The hospital  

received a very generous donation of £7,000. | “I’ll pay for the meal.” “That’s  

very generous of you.” | He was always very generous with his  

money.considerateperson | neighbourthinking about other people’s feelings, and 

careful not to do anything that will upset them:Our neighbours are 

very considerate and always keep their TV turned down. | He’s always very polite  

and considerate to his guests. | “I didn’t want to interrupt your conversation.” “That  

was very considerate of you!”thoughtfulperson | gift | presentthinking of things  

you can do to make other people happy or feel good – used especially when someone 

does something such as giving someone a present or helping  

someone:Some thoughtful person had taken her bag to the lost property office. | I  

thanked him for his thoughtful gift. | It was thoughtful of you to send him a  

card.caringperson | man | woman | husband | family | attitude | approach | so

ciety | environmentkind and wanting to help and look after people:He was a very  

sincere and deeply caring person. | She’s lucky to have such a loving and caring  

husband. | These children need a caring family. | The British are well known for  

their caring attitude toward animals. | They wanted to build a more equal and caring  

society.sympatheticsmile | look | listener | audience | attitude | mannersomeon

e who is sympathetic cares about a person who has problems, and shows this by their  

behaviour:She gave me a sympathetic smile and said “I know just how you feel!” | He 

nodded and gave me a sympathetic look. | It can be useful to discuss your problems 

with a sympathetic listener. | The banks say they have a sympathetic attitude towards  

people in financial difficulties. | Her boss was very sympathetic towards her and said  

she should take some time off work. | He was always ready to lend a sympathetic  

ear (=listen to someone talk about their  

problems).compassionateperson | man | woman | looksomeone who is  
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compassionate wants to help people who are suffering or having problems, and does  

not want to punish them or treat them badly:He was a warm and compassionate  

person who was sensitive to other people’s needs. | Instead of getting angry, she gave 

her young friend a compassionate look. | The man was released from prison on 

compassionate grounds (=for compassionate reasons, for example because he was  

very ill).warm-hearted/kind-heartedperson | man | womanhaving a kind and 

friendly character, which makes other people like you:She was a warm-

hearted affectionate person and I shall always remain grateful to her. | He was a kind-

hearted man and a wonderful  

father.benevolent formaldespot | dictator | ruler | dictatorship | God | unclekind  

and wanting to help people – used about someone who is important or well  

respected:Ford was a benevolent despot who refused to allow labor unions, but paid  

his workers more than the national average (=a leader who had complete power, but  

who treated his or her people kindly). | They believe that the universe was created by 

a wise and benevolent God. | He listened politely, like a benevolent uncle. | The two 

leaders shook hands under the benevolent gaze of the president of the United 

States (=while he was looking kindly at  

them).benignexpression | influence | rulerkind and not wanting to cause 

harm:Who would ever guess from the benign expression on his face that just a  

moment ago he had been exploding with anger? | Under his benign influence the war  

came to an end.SAYING SOMEONE IS KIND IN SPOKEN ENGLISHnice especially  

spokenman | woman | thingfriendly and kind. Nice is very common in everyday 

spoken English and is often used instead of kind:He seems such a nice man. | They 

said lots of nice things about you. | Everyone has been so nice to me. | It’s nice 

of you to invite me here.good especially spokenman | woman | friendkind and 

showing that you want to help:He’s a good man – the best father you could have. | He 

had been a good friend to her in the past. | It was good of you to come and see 

me. | She’s always been very good to us. | They were very good about it and gave 

me a new phone.sweet especially spokenman | woman | lady | child | thingvery  

kind – used especially when you like someone very much, or you are very pleased 

because of something they have done:He’s a sweet old man and he only wants to  

help. | Virginia was a sweet woman who was everyone's favourite teacher. | I was  

given the flowers by a sweet little old lady who lived next door. | What a sweet  

thing to say! | It’s sweet of you to ask.ANTONYMS → unkind 

kindness /ˈkaɪndnəs, ˈkaɪndnɪs/ noun  kind behaviour towards 

someoneADJECTIVESgreat kindness His aunt had shown him great kindness when he 

was ill.unexpected kindness Lisa felt touched by the girl’s unexpected 
kindness.VERBSthank sb for their kindness We thanked him for his kindness in 
lending us the money.treat sb with kindness Guests should be treated with 

kindness and respect.show sb kindness The neighbours showed her a lot 
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of kindness when she first moved in.appreciate sb’s kindness (=be pleased because 

someone has been kind to you – used especially when thanking someone) Thank you 
very much. I appreciate your kindness.repay sb’s kindness (=do something for 

someone, because they have been kind to you) He wondered how he would ever be 
able to repay her kindness.PREPOSITIONSkindness to/towards sb She greatly 
appreciated his kindness to her.out of kindness/out of the kindness of your 

heart (=because you want to help someone) He visited her out of kindness. | She 
agreed to help him out of the kindness of her heart.PHRASESan act of kindness Paul 
remembered the many small acts of kindness she had done for him in the past.the 

kindness of strangers If you get into trouble away from home, you often have to rely 
upon the kindness of strangers.sb was kindness itself (=someone behaved in a very 
kind and friendly way) She had always been kindness itself to me in the past. 

king /kɪŋ/ noun  a man who is the royal ruler of a countryVERBSbecome king He 

will become king when the Queen dies.crown sb king (=officially give someone the 
position of king) George was crowned king following the death of his 
father.depose/overthrow a king formal (=remove a king from power) The 

Spanish king was deposed in 1931.a king rules/reigns He was 
the king who reigned during the Second World War.a king abdicates (=gives up the 

position of being king) It shocked the nation when King Edward VIII 
abdicated.ADJECTIVESthe future king She married the future king of France, Philip 
Augustus.the rightful king (=the person who should be king) The Duke of Gloucester 

claimed that he was the rightful king.PHRASESa king’s subjects (=the people he 
rules) The new laws were very unpopular with the king’s subjects.allegiance/loyalty 
to a king (=faithfully supporting the king) They were fighting out of loyalty to their 

king.THESAURUS: kingqueena woman who rules a country because she is from a 

royal family, or the wife of a king:She became queen when she was only 14 years  

old. | Queen Elizabeth II of the United Kingdomprincethe son of a king, queen, or  

prince, or the male ruler of a small country or state:She married Prince Rainier of  

Monaco. | The prince will inherit the throne when his father dies (=he will become 

king).emperorthe ruler of an empire (=group of countries):Napoleon became emperor  

of France. | the Habsburg emperors of the 19th centuryrulersomeone such as a king,  

who has official power over a country and its people:General Musharraf was the former  

military ruler of Pakistan. | The country finally got rid of its colonial  

rulers.monarch formala king or queen:The bishops were appointed by the 

monarch.monarchya country that is ruled by a king or queen, or this type of political  

system:Britain is a constitutional monarchy. | Some people want the monarchy to  

be abolished (=officially ended by law).sovereign formala king or queen:It was hoped 

that a meeting of the two sovereigns would ease tensions between the countries.the 

crown formalthe position of king or queen:Warwick was a loyal servant of the 

crown. | The land belongs to the crown.regentsomeone who governs instead of a king  

or queen, because the king or queen is ill, absent, or still a child:Edward II left his  

friend Gaveston as regent.  
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kiss1 /kɪs/ verb  to touch someone or something with your lips, especially to 

show affectionADVERBSkiss sb gently/lightly She smiled and kissed him gently on the 
cheek.kiss sb tenderly (=in way that shows you love someone) He held her tightly 
against him, kissing her tenderly.kiss sb passionately (=in way that shows you love 

someone very much) They looked at one another for a second and kissed 
passionately.PREPOSITIONSkiss sb on the cheek/lips/mouth/hand She kissed her 

husband on the cheek before leaving the house. You can also say kiss sb’s  

cheek/lips/mouth/hand: He leant forward and kissed her hand. PHRASESkiss sb 

goodbye/goodnight He kissed her goodbye and watched her get on the 

train. | She kissed her son goodnight and switched off the bedroom light.kiss sb full 
on the mouth/lips (=directly on the mouth or lips, in a very firm and passionate 
way) She rested her hands on his shoulders and kissed him full on the mouth.you may 

kiss the bride (=said by a priest at the end of a wedding ceremony) I now pronounce 
you man and wife. You may kiss the bride. 

kiss2 /kɪs/ noun  an act of kissingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + kissa big/little kiss She 

put her arms around him and gave him a big kiss.a quick kiss He gave her a quick 
kiss before leaving for work.your first kiss Do you remember your first kiss?a 
farewell/goodnight kiss (=when saying goodbye or goodnight to someone) Don’t go 

to bed without your goodnight kiss!a gentle kiss He gave her a gentle kiss on her 
cheek.a tender kiss (=gentle and loving) She could still feel that last tender kiss.a 
passionate kiss He gave her a passionate kiss.a long/lingering kiss (=lasting for a 

long time) She gave him a long kiss on the lips.a sloppy kiss (=a kiss with rather wet 
lips) Her little boy gave her a sloppy kiss on the cheek.a French kiss (=a sexual kiss 
using your tongue) The couple shared a lingering French kiss.VERBSgive sb a 

kiss Come and give me a kiss.blow sb a kiss (=kiss your hand and then blow across it 
towards someone) Joe blew her a kiss and waved goodbye.plant a kiss on sb’s 
cheek/forehead etc (=kiss someone on their cheek etc) Stephen planted a kiss on his 

daughter’s forehead.PHRASESlove and kisses (=used at the end of a letter) See you 
soon. Lots of love and kisses from Anna. 

kit /kɪt/ noun  a set of tools, equipment etc that you use for a particular purpose 

or activityADJECTIVES/NOUNS + kita tool kit She took a hammer out of the tool kit.a 
first-aid/medical kit (=containing things to use if someone is injured or ill) There are 
some bandages in the first-aid kit.a sewing/shaving kit There should be a needle and 

thread in my sewing kit.a repair kit Take a bicycle repair kit when you go cycling.a 
starter kit (=containing the basic equipment you need to start doing 
something) The starter kit includes everything you need to grow your own peas.a 

survival kit (=a kit with things you need to help you stay alive if you get lost or 
become hurt) You shouldn’t go hiking in the mountains without a survival kit.a drum 
kit (=a set of drums) His parents bought him a drum kit for his birthday.a test kit She 

bought a pregnancy test kit. 

kitchen /ˈkɪtʃən, ˈkɪtʃɪn/ noun  the room where you prepare and cook 

foodkitchen + NOUNSa kitchen table/chair/cupboard She washed the plates and put 

them away in the kitchen cupboard.a kitchen sink/stove A pile of dirty plates had 
been left in the kitchen sink.a kitchen unit (=a piece of kitchen furniture such as a 
cupboard, that can be fitted to others of the same type) The kitchen units are made of 
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pine.a kitchen knife He sliced the meat with a kitchen knife.kitchen waste We 

recycle all our kitchen waste.the kitchen staff A member of the kitchen staff was fired 
for stealing food.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + kitchena fitted kitchen (=a kitchen with 

cupboards etc that are specially built to fit the room) The house has a modern fitted 
kitchen.a hotel/restaurant kitchen He got a job in a hotel kitchen. 

knack /næk/ noun informal  a natural skill or ability for doing a particular kind of 

thingVERBShave a knack He seems to have a knack for getting people to agree with 

him.get the knack also acquire/develop the knack formal Once you’ve got the 
knack, you’ll never forget how to do it.lose the knack He proved that he hadn’t lost 
the knack for scoring goals.show/display a knack She showed a knack for solving 

complex problems.ADJECTIVESan uncanny knack (=an ability that seems surprising or 
strange) She has an uncanny knack for knowing what you’re thinking.a happy 
knack (=a knack that is good to have) The team has the happy knack of playing well in 

big competitions.an unhappy/unfortunate knack (=a knack that you would not 
want) He had an unhappy knack for annoying people without meaning 
to.PREPOSITIONSa knack for (doing) sth Some people seem to have a natural knack 

for making money.the knack of doing sth A successful politician has the knack 
of making friends easily.there’s a knack to it/to doing sth (=a special method that 

has to be learned) There’s a knack to opening this door. 

knee /niː/ noun  the joint that bends in the middle of your legADJECTIVESbare 

knees His bare knees were covered in mud.an injured knee also a bad 
knee informal She couldn’t go skiing because she had an injured knee. | He can’t walk 

very far because he has a bad knee.a sore knee (=your knee feels painful) He was 
complaining about his sore knee.an arthritic knee (=painful because of arthritis) My 
grandmother has arthritic knees and she finds it difficult to stand up.VERBShurt/injure 

your knee Sarah fell over in the street and hurt her knee.twist your 
knee I twisted my knee when I was playing tennis.graze your knee (=cut an area of 
skin on your knee when you fall over) The little boy came off his bike 

and grazed his knee.bend your knee It hurts when I bend my knee.sit on sb’s 
knee The cat likes to sit on my knee.go down on your knees/fall to your 
knees He went down on his knees and begged her to stay.your knees buckle/give 

way (=they suddenly stop supporting you) His knees buckled and he slumped 
unconscious to the floor.knee + NOUNSa knee injury/problem A knee injury is likely 

to keep him out of tomorrow’s game.a knee operation/knee surgery She is 
recovering from a knee operation.PREPOSITIONSsit/rest on sb’s knee The little boy 
was sitting on his mother’s knee.be on your knees (=be kneeling) She 

was on her knees cleaning the kitchen tiles.hold sth between your knees He held the 
rifle between his knees.put sth over/across your knees She put the blanket over her 
knees.a skirt /dress is above/below the knee The women wore skirts that 

went below the knee.PHRASEScrawl on your hands and knees The baby was 
crawling across the room on its hands and knees.go down on bended knee (=with 
one knee resting on the ground – used especially when talking about a man asking a 

woman to marry him) He went down on bended knee and asked her to be his wife. 

knife /naɪf/ noun  a tool consisting of a metal blade with a handle, used for 

cutting or as a weaponADJECTIVES/NOUNS + knifea sharp knife Be careful with 
that knife – it’s very sharp.a blunt knife (=not sharp) The knife was so blunt it would 

not cut anything.a bread/butter/steak etc knife The bread knife is in the drawer.a 
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kitchen knife (=a long knife used for cutting vegetables etc) Every chef has his own 

set of kitchen knives.a carving knife (=for cutting meat) Dad always used to sharpen 
the carving knife.a pocket knife (=a small knife that you carry with you) He was 

armed with nothing but a pocket knife.VERBSsharpen a knife The shop has an electric 
device that sharpens knives.cut sth with a knife He couldn’t undo the knot, so 
he cut the string with a knife.carry a knife also be armed with a knife (=have one 

with you as a weapon) Too many young people are carrying knives.pull/take out a 
knife also pull a knife The man pulled out a knife and demanded money.brandish a 
knife (=wave it around in a threatening way) Police were called when he was 

seen brandishing a knife.a knife cuts well/badly This knife doesn’t cut bread very 
well.knife + NOUNSa knife wound She died from a single knife wound.a knife 
attack He was sentenced to 9 years in prison for a knife attack.knife crime (=crimes 

in which people are attacked with knives) Knife crime is on the increase.PHRASESthe 
handle of a knife also a knife handle He reached down to the handle of his knife.the 
blade of a knife also a knife blade She saw the glint of a knife blade in his hand. 

knock1 /nɒk $ nɑːk/ verb  1. to hit a door or window with your closed hand to 

attract the attention of the people insideADVERBSknock 
hard/loudly I knocked as hard as I could.knock gently He knocked gently on her 

bedroom door.PREPOSITIONSknock at/on the door We knocked at the door but there 
was no-one there.knock at/on the window I thought I could hear someone knocking 
on the window.2. to hit someone or something hardADVERBS AND PHRASESknock sb 

unconscious/senseless (=hit someone so hard that they become unconscious) The 
stone hit his head and knocked him unconscious.knock sb flying (=hit them so they 
fall or almost fall) Ben ran through the door and knocked me flying.knock sb to the 

ground He was punched twice and knocked to the ground.knock sb off balance The 
blow almost knocked me off balance.PREPOSITIONSknock sb/sth off sth I accidentally 
knocked the plate off the table onto the floor. 

knock2 /nɒk $ nɑːk/ noun  the sound of someone hitting a door, window etc in 

order to ask to come into a house or roomADJECTIVESa loud/sharp knock We heard 
a loud knock at the door.a gentle knock I gave a gentle knock on the 
window.VERBShear a knock When he heard a knock, he ran to the door.answer a 

knock She answered a knock at the door and found a parcel on the doorstep.give a 
knock He gave a knock, then walked in.PREPOSITIONSa knock on/at the 

door/window There was a knock at the window. 

knot /nɒt $ nɑːt/ noun  a point where one or more pieces of string, rope, cloth 

etc have been tied or twisted togetherVERBStie a knot He taught me how to tie 
knots when I was a boy.untie/undo a knot He managed to untie the knot and 

struggle free.loosen a knot (=make it less tight) She loosened the knot in her 
shoelace.ADJECTIVESa tight knot The knot in my tie is really tight.a loose knot She 
tied the scarf in a loose knot.PREPOSITIONSa knot in sth There’s a knot in the string at 

one end. 

know /nəʊ $ noʊ/ verb  to have information about somethingADVERBSknow 

how/why Do you know how this works? | I don’t know why I’m always so tired.know 

when/where Nobody knows when he’ll be back.know if/whether Do you know 
if John is coming to the party?know beforehand (=before something happens or is 
done) They always seemed to know beforehand precisely where I would be.VERBSlet 

sb know (=tell them) If you let me know what time your plane arrives, I’ll pick you 
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up.want to know I thought you’d want to know immediately.PREPOSITIONSknow 

about sth I need to know more about the job before I decide whether to apply for 
it. | Very little is known about Shakespeare’s early life.know of sth Do you know 

of any good places to eat? | I wonder if he knew of her intention to leave?PHRASESas 
you/we know “I’m divorced, as you know,” she said.if you must know (=used when 
you are angry because someone wants to know something) If you must know, I was 

with James last night. 

knowledge /ˈnɒlɪdʒ $ ˈnɑː-/ noun  information, skills, and understanding you 

have gained through learning or experienceADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ knowledgeconsiderable/extensive/vast knowledge She had considerable 

knowledge of antiques.general knowledge (=about a lot of different subjects) The 
questions are intended to test your general knowledge.scientific/technical 
knowledge There have been great advances in scientific knowledge over the past 100 

years.specialist/expert knowledge Making profitable investments requires specialist 
knowledge.detailed knowledge You need to have a detailed knowledge of criminal 
law.first-hand/personal knowledge (=from experiencing something yourself) These 

soldiers have first-hand knowledge of war.basic knowledge (=of the basic aspects of 
something) These things are obvious to anyone with even a basic knowledge of 

computers.in-depth/thorough knowledge (=detailed knowledge about all of a 
particular subject) He demonstrated an in-depth knowledge of the subject 
matter.intimate knowledge (=knowledge about something because you are involved 

in it) He seemed to have an intimate knowledge of prison life.inside 
knowledge (=that you have because you are part of a group) His inside knowledge is 
gained from 20 years in the industry.background knowledge (=that you need before 

you can understand or do something) The test will show what background knowledge a 
student brings to the course.VERBShave some knowledge of sth The book assumes 
that you already have some knowledge of physics.get knowledge also gain/acquire 

knowledge formal He gets all his knowledge about politics from watching the 
television.Don’t say learn knowledge.increase/improve your knowledge If you want 
to improve your knowledge of the language, you should go and live in France. | In the 

past twenty years, we have greatly increased our knowledge of how the brain 
works.broaden/expand your knowledge (=increase your knowledge) The course is 
designed to help students broaden their knowledge of modern American 

literature.show/demonstrate your knowledge The test should be an opportunity for 
students to demonstrate their knowledge.use your knowledge also apply your 
knowledge formal She decided to use her knowledge to set up her own business.test 

sb’s knowledge This quiz will test your knowledge of current events.PHRASESa thirst 
for knowledge (=a desire to learn more) She arrived at college with a thirst for 
knowledge.sb’s breadth of knowledge (=knowledge about all the different parts of 

something) They lack his breadth of knowledge about the industry.be common 
knowledge (=be known by most people) It’s common knowledge that he’s 
gay.PREPOSITIONSknowledge of/about sth My knowledge of the subject is 

limited. | Young people’s knowledge about the harmful effects of smoking is 

considerable.THESAURUS: knowledgeexpertisespecial knowledge about how to  

do something, that you get through experience, training, or study:The technical  

expertise was provided by a Japanese company. | The country needs people  

with medical expertise (=doctors, nurses etc).know-howpractical knowledge about  
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how to do something. Know-how is more informal than expertise:They don’t have 

the technical know-how to build a nuclear weapon. | You don’t need any special know-

how to install the program.graspthe ability to understand a subject or situation:She 

speaks French well and has a good grasp of the language. | He’s been praised for  

his grasp of the country’s economic problems.wisdomgood sense and judgment,  

based on knowledge and experience:In these societies, people respect the wisdom of  

older family members | The book is full of ancient wisdom. | Thank you for all  

your words of wisdom (=wise advice).  

Letter L 

label AC /ˈleɪbəl/ noun  1. a piece of paper or another material that is attached to 

something and gives information about itADJECTIVES/NOUNS + labela price label The 

book still has the price label on it.a luggage label It’s a good idea to attach a luggage 
label to your suitcase in case it gets lost.a product label According to the product 
label, the drink is full of vitamin C.a food label Food labels should say exactly what’s in 

the food.a wine label The wine label tells you where the wine is from.a warning 
label Cigarette packets now have warning labels on them.a sticky label (=a label that 
has been glued onto something) Each CD has a sticky label on the front.an address 

label She stuck an address label on the envelope.VERBSput/stick a label on 
sth He put a label on each plastic container with a description of its 
contents.read/check the label Always read the label on the bottle.have a 

label also carry/bear a label formal The packet has a label with a picture of a happy 
cow on it.the label says The label says that the jacket should be dry-
cleaned.PREPOSITIONSon the label The country of origin is on the label.2. a company 

that makes records or clothesADJECTIVES/NOUNS + labela record label The band 
recently signed a contract with a well-known record label.a major label The group 
joined a major label so that they could sell records throughout the world.an 

independent label The CD was released on a small independent label specializing in 
Latin American music.a jazz/classical/rock etc label The album will be released by 

the internationally respected jazz label Blue Note.a designer label (=a type of 
expensive clothes made by a famous designer) She only wears designer label clothes.a 
fashion label The company is one of Italy’s most famous fashion labels.3. a word or 

phrase that is used to describe someone or something, especially when you do not 
approve of themADJECTIVESa pejorative label (=that shows you disapprove of 
someone or something) The term ‘tourist’ has become a pejorative label.the racist 

label The racist label is often pinned on people who support stricter laws on 
immigration.the sexist label The writer rejects the sexist label that is sometimes 
applied to his work. 

laboratory /ləˈbɒrətri $ ˈlæbrətɔːri/ noun  a special room or building used for 

research by scientists or engineerslaboratory + NOUNSa laboratory experiment Many 
people believe that animals should not be used in laboratory experiments.laboratory 
studies/research/analysis Laboratory studies showed that the medicine was 

effective in 90% of cases.a laboratory technician/assistant The laboratory 
technician set up the equipment.laboratory work Students spend most of the course 
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doing laboratory work.NOUNS + laboratorya research laboratory The company tests 

out its new products in a research laboratory.PHRASESin the laboratory The samples 
were tested in the laboratory.under laboratory conditions The experiment was 

carried out under laboratory conditions. In informal English, people use the short  

form lab: The samples were sent off to the lab for analysis.Lab is often used in  

compounds: a lab coat, a lab technician, lab tests, and lab results.  

labour AC BrE labor AmE /ˈleɪbə $ -ər/ noun  1. all the people who work for a 

company or in a countryADJECTIVES/NOUNS + labourskilled labour There is a shortage 

of skilled labour in the country.unskilled labour Wages for unskilled labor were the 
lowest.cheap labour (=workers who have low wages) Women and children were used 
as cheap labour.casual labour (=workers who do jobs that are not permanent) The 

industry makes use of a large supply of casual labor.child labour The shoe company 
was accused of using child labour in its factory.slave labour Cotton was grown using 
slave labor.migrant labour (=workers who move somewhere to work 

there) Companies are relying on migrant labour rather than training domestic 
workers.labour + NOUNSthe labour force (=all the people who work in a country or for 
a company) 70% of the labor force are employed in agriculture.the labour 

supply (=all the people available to work) What was the effect of the war on the labour 
supply?the labour market (=the people looking for work and the jobs available) She 
had lost confidence after being out of the labour market for so long.a labour 

shortage Immigrants came into the country to fill the labour shortage.labour 
costs We need to reduce our labor costs.labour relations (=the relationship between 
employers and workers) The company has fairly good labour relations.2. work, 

especially physical workADJECTIVESmanual labour (=work with your hands) He’s a 
builder, so he’s used to manual labour.physical labour Childhood was followed by hard 
physical labour in factories.hard labour (=hard physical work given as a 

punishment) He was sentenced to 6 months hard labor.forced labour (=that prisoners 
or slaves are forced to do) They were either executed or sentenced to long periods of 
forced labour.VERBSwithdraw your labour (=protest by stopping work) Workers 

withdrew their labour for 24 hours.labour + NOUNSa labour camp Some were sent to 

prisons and some to labor camps. If something needs a lot of work by a lot of people,  

you say that it is labour-intensive: Picking strawberries is very labour-

intensive. 3. the process of giving birth to a babyPHRASESbe in labour Meg was in 

labour for 10 hours.go into labour Call the hospital when you go into 
labour.VERBSinduce labour (=make it start) The drug is usually used to induce 
labor.ADJECTIVESa long/short labour The baby was eventually born after a long 

labour.a difficult/easy labour Difficult labours can leave women feeling 
traumatized.labour + NOUNSlabour pains The labor pains were unbearable.the labour 
room also the labour ward BrE She arrived at the hospital and was shown to the 

labour room. 

lack1 verb  to not have something that you need, or not have enough of 

itNOUNSlack confidence As a teenager I lacked confidence.lack experience I found it 
hard to get a job after college because I lacked experience.lack the 
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skills/knowledge/expertise These children lack the language skills to communicate 

properly.lack ability This proves that he lacks the ability to learn from his 
mistakes.lack power/strength The car is economical to run but the engine lacks 

power.lack resources/funds The police lack the resources to tackle the problem. | We 
could not complete the project because we lacked the funds.lack courage He wanted 
to kiss her but lacked the courage to do so.lack ambition My children all seem to lack 

ambition.lack imagination His last novel lacked imagination.lack credibility (=be 
difficult to believe or trust) The plot of the film lacks credibility. | Since the affair, he 
has lacked credibility as a leader.lack conviction (=not seem certain or sincere) His 

letter of apology lacked conviction.lack the means to do sth (=not have the money or 
other things needed to do something) We’d like to own our own home but lack the 
means to do so.ADVERBSbe completely/totally/entirely lacking The show is 

almost completely lacking in humour.be sorely lacking (=to a very great and serious 
degree) I find his poetry sorely lacking in imagination.be sadly lacking (=be 
unfortunately lacking) Marriage requires commitment, a quality sadly lacking in couples 

today.be woefully lacking (=very badly lacking) The inner city is woefully lacking in 
sports facilities for young people.PREPOSITIONSbe lacking in sth He is almost 
totally lacking in confidence. 

lack2 /læk/ noun  a situation in which there is not enough or not much of 

somethingADJECTIVESa complete/total lack of sth I was amazed by his almost total 
lack of interest in music.a relative/comparative lack of sth (=when compared with 

other things) The relative lack of progress in the peace talks is frustrating.a 
distinct/marked/conspicuous lack of sth (=very noticeable) She showed a distinct 
lack of enthusiasm for his idea.a general lack of sth (=among most people) There is 

a general lack of support for the war.a profound/serious/severe lack of sth (=very 
serious and bad) His comments demonstrate a profound lack of understanding about 
the subject.an apparent lack of sth (=that seems to exist) Adam’s apparent lack 

of concern angered his brother.PREPOSITIONSa lack of sth Too often, teachers are 
treated with a lack of respect.for lack of sth (=because there is not enough) The case 
against him was dropped for lack of evidence.from (a) lack of sth The baby’s parents 

were suffering from lack of sleep.PHRASESthere is no lack of sth (=there is plenty of 
it) There was no lack of willing helpers. | There is no lack of information available on 
the subject. 

ladder /ˈlædə $ -ər/ noun  1. a piece of equipment used for climbing, with bars 

for your feetVERBSclimb/go up a ladder He climbed the ladder up to the roof.go 
down a ladder also descend a ladder formal It’s important to go down the 

ladder slowly.fall off a ladder One of the builders fell off a ladder and broke his 
leg.PHRASESa rung/step of a ladder (=a bar that you put your foot on) The first rung 
of the ladder was broken.the foot/bottom of a ladder Get a friend to hold the bottom 

of the ladder for you.the top of a ladder Tie the top of the ladder to something 
secure.2. a series of levels, for example of importance or wealthADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ ladderthe property/housing ladder (=houses etc that people buy, from the 

cheapest to the most expensive) These small apartments are the first step on the 
property ladder for young couples.the career ladder We want to see more women 
climbing the career ladder.the social ladder He thought that marrying her would put 

him higher up the social ladder.the corporate ladder (=different levels within 
companies) She had moved quickly up the corporate ladder.the 
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economic/political/evolutionary etc ladder (=levels within a particular system) He 

ascended the political ladder from mayor to governor to senator.VERBSclimb the 
ladder also move up the ladder A major award can help a young actor climb the 

ladder of success.PHRASESa rung/step on the ladder She was happy with any job as 
a first step on the career ladder.get a/one foot on the ladder He bought the cottage 
as a way of getting a foot on the property ladder.higher up the ladder People who 

are higher up the ladder have more professional support.lower down the ladder The 
study looked at creatures lower down the evolutionary ladder. 

lake /leɪk/ noun  a large area of water surrounded by landPHRASESthe 

edge/shores/banks of a lake The hotel is set on the shores of Lake 

Lugano.ADJECTIVESa freshwater lake (=which does not contain salt water) The 
crocodiles live in freshwater lakes in southern Pangaea.a man-made/artificial 
lake There is a man-made lake where you can go fishing.a frozen lake They skated 

with Edwin on the frozen lake.VERBSgo swimming/fishing in a lake After breakfast, 
we went swimming in the lake.cross a lake You can cross the lake by 

ferry.THESAURUS: lakelagoonan area of water that is separated from the sea by 

rocks, sand, or coral:There was a photo of a beautiful tropical lagoon. | The turtles live 

in coastal lagoons.lochin Scotland, a lake or an area of sea water that is almost  

completely surrounded by land:Loch Ness is famous as the home of the Loch Ness  

monster.reservoira lake, especially an artificial one, where water is stored before it is  

supplied to people’s houses:The reservoirs supply water to Greater Manchester.ponda 

small area of fresh water that is smaller than a lake, which is either natural or  

artificially made:There were several ducks on the village pond.poola small area of still  

water in a hollow place:There was a pool of water near the summit of the 

mountain. Rockpool (= a pool in some rocks near the sea) is written as one  

word.Pool is mainly used as a short form of swimming pool: He dived into  

the pool. puddlea very small area of water on the ground, especially after it has been  

raining:She turned quickly to avoid stepping in a puddle.waterholea small area of  

water in a dry country, where wild animals go to drink:The waterhole is used by 

elephants.  

lamp /læmp/ noun  an object that produces light using electricity, gas or 

oilADJECTIVES/NOUNS + lampa table/desk/bedside lamp He read by the light of 
the bedside lamp.a standard lamp (=a tall lamp that stands on the floor) She turned 
on the standard lamp next to the settee.an oil/paraffin/kerosene lamp The large 

room was lit by a paraffin lamp on a table.a street lamp She stopped under a street 
lamp to look at her watch.a hurricane lamp (=a lamp with a strong glass cover, which 
protects the light from the wind) We ate outdoors by the light of the hurricane 

lamp.VERBSswitch on/turn on a lamp She switched on the desk lamp.switch 
off/turn off a lamp Remember to turn the lamps off before going to bed.light a 
lamp (=used about a gas or oil lamp) She lit the lamps and built up the fire.a lamp 

burns (=it produces light) A lamp burned in the window.be lit by a lamp also be 
illuminated by a lamp formal The room was illuminated by a single lamp. 
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land1 /lænd/ noun  1. an area of groundADJECTIVESflat land The airport was 

built on an area of flat grassy land.low-lying land The town sits on low-lying land near 
the mouth of the Zambezi River.open land (=with no buildings on it) In the middle of 
the city are several hundred acres of open land.hilly land Grandpa kept a few horses 

on some hilly land.agricultural land Farmers are always complaining about the price 
of agricultural land.rural land (=in the countryside) There are strict controls on 
building on rural land.industrial land (=for factories and industry) Industrial land is 

often polluted and not necessarily suitable for building houses.arable land (=for 
growing crops) The forest was cleared to create arable land.fertile land (=good for 
growing crops) The land near the river is very fertile.poor land (=not good for growing 

crops) The land on the hills is too poor for farming.barren land (=with nothing growing 
on it) There was not a single tree to protect him on this barren land.derelict 
land BrE (=not used and in bad condition) There are plans to transform an area of 

derelict land into a new sports stadium.vacant land BrE (=available for use) There are 

very few areas of vacant land left. Farmland, parkland, wasteland, swampland,  

and marshland are usually written as one word. PHRASESa piece of land (=an area 

of land) He built a house on a piece of land near the river.a plot/parcel of land (=a 
piece of land, especially one that someone buys or rents) They bought a small plot of 

land next to their house.a strip of land (=a narrow piece of land) They owned the strip 
of land between the forest and the sea.a tract of land (=a large area of land) The 

Kalahari Desert is a vast tract of land.an acre/hectare of land The family owned 
hundreds of acres of land.VERBSown land First, find out who owns the land.land 
belongs to sb (=they own it) The land belonged to her cousin.buy/sell land We’re 

thinking of buying some land and building a house on it.clear land (=remove buildings, 
trees etc from it) They cleared more land and made new villages.develop land (=build 
houses, factories etc on it) Developing derelict land can only improve our 

cities.work/farm the land (=grow crops) Many people were forced to give up working 
the land.live off the land (=grow or catch all the food you need) A third of the region’s 
population lives off the land.contaminate/pollute land (=spoil it with chemicals or 

poison) Pollution from the factory is contaminating agricultural land.THESAURUS: 

landfarmlandland that is used for farming:The area is one of gently rolling hills and 

farmland.territoryland that belongs to a country or that is controlled by a country  

during a war:His plane was forced to make an emergency landing in Chinese 

territory. | The army was advancing into enemy territory.the groundsthe gardens and 

land around a big building such as a castle, school, or hospital:The grounds of the 

castle are open to visitors every weekend. | We weren't allowed to enter the palace 

grounds. | He was caught smoking on the school grounds.estatea large area of land in  

the country, usually with one large house on it and one owner:The film is set on an 

English country estate.2. the part of the Earth’s surface that is not covered in 

waterADJECTIVESdry land It was good to get off the ship onto dry land.VERBSreach 
land The captain expects to reach land in about two days.see/sight land After 21 
days at sea, we sighted land.land + NOUNSa land animal/bird The white stork is one 

of the biggest land birds of the region.land forces (=soldiers who fight on land, not at 
sea or in planes) Action by air, sea, or land forces may be necessary.PREPOSITIONSon 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1220] 

land The crocodile lays its eggs on land.by land All supplies are transported by 

land.3. a country or regionADJECTIVESa foreign land Their journey took them to 
many foreign lands.a distant/far-off land He fled to a distant land.sb’s native 

land (=the country where someone was born) She misses the beauty of her native 
land.the Holy Land (=the place where most of the events in the Bible 
happened) People visit the Holy Land to see the sacred sites.VERBSrule a land There 

once was a king who ruled the land.conquer a land Many armies have tried to conquer 
our land.PREPOSITIONSin a land It is the most important court in the land.PHRASESa 
land of opportunity Australia represented a land of opportunity for thousands of 

people.a land of freedom The United States of America was seen as a land of freedom 
and justice.a land of plenty (=where people have a lot of money, food etc) To many 
Africans, South Africa is a land of plenty.a land of milk and honey (=where you can 

get everything that you want) People seem to think the island is the land of milk and 

honey, but it really isn’t.THESAURUS: land→ country (1)  

land2 /lænd/ verb  1. if a plane or bird lands, it moves down onto the ground 

after being in the airNOUNSa plane/aircraft lands The plane had to land in a field.a 
flight lands Flight 846 landed five minutes ago.a bird/seagull/pigeon etc lands A 
flock of pigeons landed on the roof.land a plane/aircraft The pilot managed 

to land the aircraft safely.ADVERBSland safely Pilots have to learn how to take off 
and land safely.VERBStry/attempt to land The aircraft crashed while trying to land in 
a storm.be forced to land Our plane was forced to land in the middle of a 

field.PHRASEScome in to land (=start moving down towards the landing place) We 
watched the planes coming in to land.give a plane/pilot permission to land The 
plane was finally given permission to land.be due to land/scheduled to land The 

Space Shuttle was due to land back on earth on June 11th.THESAURUS: 

land→ arrive2. to go down on to the ground after jumping or falling 

overADVERBSland heavily (=with a lot of force) The old lady fell over and landed 
heavily on the pavement.land awkwardly/badly (=land in an uncomfortable or 

damaging way) I landed awkwardly and twisted my ankle.land upside down The car 
was tossed into the air and landed upside down on its roof.land 
lightly/gently/gracefully (=land without putting a lot of weight on a surface) Two 

little frogs landed lightly on the grass.PHRASESland on your feet Luckily he landed on 
his feet and he was able to walk awayland (flat) on your back Sue slipped on the ice 
and landed flat on her back. 

landmark /ˈlændmɑːk $ -mɑːrk/ noun  1. a building or other large object in a 

landscape that is easy to recognizeADJECTIVES/NOUNS + landmarka famous/well-
known landmark The Eiffel Tower is probably the most famous landmark in Paris.an 

important/major/significant landmark From Parliament Hill, you can see most of 
London’s major landmarks.a historic landmark Rome is crammed with historic 
landmarks such as the Colosseum.a prominent landmark (=one that is very 

noticeable) The castle sits on a hill above the town and is a prominent landmark.a 
familiar landmark It was so dark we could not see any familiar landmarks.a local 
landmark This oddly shaped rock is a well-known local landmark.a London/New 

York/Paris etc landmark Buckingham Palace is a major London 
landmark.VERBSsee/spot a landmark Neither of us could see any landmark we 
recognized.landmark + NOUNSa landmark building The park is a lovely setting for 
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this landmark building.2. an important event or item in the development of 

somethingADJECTIVESan important/significant landmark Mozart’s first work is 
an important landmark in the history of opera.a historic landmark The peace 

agreement was a historic landmark.landmark + NOUNSa landmark case The company 
was found guilty of fraud in a landmark case.a landmark decision/ruling In 
a landmark ruling, the Supreme Court said that racially segregated schools were 

unconstitutional.a landmark agreement/truce The USA and Russia signed 
a landmark agreement.landmark elections Mandela became president 
following landmark elections in South Africa.PREPOSITIONSa landmark in sth The 

album is regarded as a landmark in the history of rock music.VERBSbe seen as a 
landmark The Pope’s visit was seen as a landmark.represent a landmark President 

Obama’s election represented a landmark in American history.THESAURUS: 

landmark→ important (1)  

lane /leɪn/ noun  1. a narrow road in the countryside or away from the main 

streets in a townADJECTIVES/NOUNS + lanea country lane There are no streetlights 
on country lanes.a narrow lane A truck got stuck in the narrow lane.a winding 
lane (=one that curves in different directions) We cycled along the winding lanes down 

to the sea.a quiet lane Her house is at the end of a quiet lane.VERBSa lane leads 
somewhere The lane leads to a farm.turn into a lane We turned into a lane with 
fields on either side.PREPOSITIONSalong a lane A little way along the lane is a 

bridge.down/up a lane They carried on down the lane towards the village. | She set 

off up the lane on her bike.THESAURUS: lane→ road2. one of the parts that a 

large road is divided intoADJECTIVES/NOUNS + lanethe slow/fast lane (=for people 
driving slowly or quickly) The driver pulled out into the fast lane and overtook us.the 
middle lane Take the middle lane and go straight ahead at the roundabout.the left-

hand/right-hand lane The left-hand lane takes you towards Calais.the right/wrong 
lane Make sure you are in the right lane as you approach the roundabout.the inside 
lane (=the lane closest to the left in countries where vehicles drive on the left and 

closest to the right in countries where vehicles drive on the right) Stay in the inside 
lane until it is time to leave the motorway.the outside lane (=the lane closest to the 
right in countries where vehicles drive on the left and closest to the left in countries 

where vehicles drive on the right) The outside lane is mainly for overtaking.the 
overtaking lane (=the lane that vehicles use when they want to pass other 
vehicles) He gave a signal and moved out into the overtaking lane.a bus/cycle 

lane (=for buses/bicycles only) Cars are not allowed to use the bus lane. | The 
Netherlands has an excellent network of cycle lanes.VERBSchange lanes Make sure 
you give a signal before you change lanes.take a lane (=go in a particular 

lane) Take the left-hand lane for Cambridge.pull/move out into a lane A big truck 
suddenly pulled out into my lane.block a lane An overturned car was 
completely blocking the inside lane.lane + NOUNSlane closures (=lanes that are 

temporarily closed) There are lane closures in both directions on the motorway.lane 
restrictions (=lanes that some vehicles are temporarily not allowed to use) There are 
roadworks and lane restrictions on the motorway. 

language /ˈlæŋɡwɪdʒ/ noun  1. a system of words and grammar used by the 

people of a particular country or areaADJECTIVESa foreign language He found 
learning a foreign language extremely difficult.the English/Japanese/Spanish etc 
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language She had some knowledge of the Spanish language.sb’s first/native 

language (=the language someone first learned as a child) His first language was 
Polish.a second language (=a language you speak that is not your first 

language) Most of the students learned English as their second language.modern 
languages (=ones that are spoken now) The school has a good modern 
languages department.a dead language (=one that is no longer spoken) She didn’t 

see the point of learning a dead language.the official language (=the language used 
for official business in a country) Canada has two official languages: English and 
French.a common language (=a language that more than one person or group 

speaks, so that they can understand each other) Most of the countries of South America 
share a common language: Spanish.the local language I had learned a few phrases of 
the local language.the indigenous language formal (=spoken by a group of people 

living in a country, before other people arrived there) In Guatemala there are more 
than 20 indigenous languages.an international language English has become an 
international language.VERBSspeak a language Can you speak a 

foreign language?use a language The children use their native language at 
home.learn a language It is important to learn the local language when living 
abroad.master a language (=succeed in learning a language well) She had had a long 

struggle to master the Russian language.know a language He had lived in Japan, but 
did not know the language.language + NOUNSthe language barrier (=the problem of 
communicating with someone when you do not speak the same language) Because 

of the language barrier, it was hard for doctors to give good advice to patients.a 
language student/learner Language learners often have problems with tenses.a 
language teacher She worked as a foreign language teacher in a secondary 

school.language teaching The article is about recent developments in language 
teaching.PHRASESsb’s command of a language (=someone’s ability to speak a 

language) Does he have a good command of the language?THESAURUS: 

languageDIFFERENT KINDS OF LANGUAGEdialecta form of a language that is spoken 

in one area of a country, with different words, grammar, or pronunciation from other  

areas:Cantonese is only one of many Chinese dialects. | She can speak the local  

dialect. | His books are written in dialect.accentthe way that someone pronounces  

words, because of where they were born or live, or their social class:Karen has  

a strong New Jersey accent. | The woman spoke with an upper class accent. | I could  

tell from his accent that he wasn't English.slangvery informal spoken language, used 

especially by people who belong to a particular group, for example young people or  

criminals:Teenage slang changes all the time. | ‘Dosh’ is slang 

for ‘money’.jargon especially disapprovingwords and phrases used in a particular  

profession or subject and which are difficult for other people to understand:The 

instructions were written in complicated technical jargon. | ‘Outsourcing’ is business  

jargon for sending work to people outside a company to do. | The letter was full of  

legal jargon.terminology formalthe technical words or expressions that are used in a  

particular subject:Patients are often unfamiliar with medical terminology. | He wrote a  

book about computer terminology.TECHNIQUES USED IN LANGUAGEmetaphora way of  
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describing something by referring to it as something different and suggesting that it  

has similar qualities to that thing:The beehive is a metaphor for human 

society.similean expression that describes something by comparing it with something  

else, using the words as or like, for example ‘as white as snow’:The 

poet uses the simile ‘soft like clay’.ironythe use of words that are the opposite of what  

you really mean, often in order to be amusing:“I’m so happy to hear that,” she said,  

with more than a trace of irony in her voice. | His stories are full of gentle  

irony.bathosa sudden change from a subject that is beautiful, moral, or serious to  

something that is ordinary, silly, or not important:The play is too sentimental and full  

of bathos.hyperbolea way of describing something by saying that it is much bigger,  

smaller, worse etc than it actually is – used especially to excite people’s feelings:His  

speeches are full of hyperbole. | Journalists love to use hyperbole.alliterationthe use 

of several words together that all begin with the same sound, in order to make a  

special effect, especially in poetry:Notice the alliteration of the ‘s’ sound in ‘sweet birds  

sang softly’.imagerythe use of words to describe ideas or actions in a way that makes  

the reader connect the ideas with pictures in their mind:I wrote an essay about the use  

of water imagery in Fitzgerald’s novel ‘The Great Gatsby’. | She uses the imagery of a  

bird’s song to represent eternal hope.rhetorical questiona question that you ask as a  

way of making a statement, without expecting an answer:When he said ‘how can these  

attitudes still exist in a civilized society?’, he was asking a rhetorical question.2. words 

in generalADJECTIVESbad/foul/strong/obscene language (=rude words) There is 

some bad language in the play.spoken/written language There are some big 
differences between spoken and written language.formal/informal language The 
word ‘hitherto’ is used in formal language.plain/simple/everyday language The 

leaflet is written in simple everyday language.legal/technical language Lawyers 
often use complicated legal language.suitable language/the right language When 
you are writing an essay, you need to use the right language.poetic language The 

author uses beautiful poetic language.VERBSuse language Some people were offended 
by the language he used.learn language also acquire language formal Children 
mainly acquire language from their mothers.mind/watch your language (=used 

when telling someone not to use rude words) You’d better mind your language in front 

of the teacher. Body languageYou use body language about communication using  

your body, rather than words: If you study his body language, you can see that he is  

lying.  

large /lɑːdʒ $ lɑːrdʒ/ adjective  THESAURUS > big (3) 

last1 /lɑːst $ læst/ adjective determiner  1. the last one of a series of things is 

the one at the end, with no others afterNOUNSthe last time That was the last time we 
saw him.the last day/week/morning etc Today is the last day of the 

competition.last chance This may be our last chance to save our planet.the last 
train/bus/plane The last train leaves just before midnight.the last game/race This 
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is the last game of the season.the last part/stage/section/chapter He was born in 

the last part of the 19th century.last words/line/sentence His last words were 
“Don’t shoot!”the last thing The last thing I do at night is lock the front door.the last 

one Our house is the last one on the right.PHRASESthe very last (=used to emphasize 
that something is the last one) This is the very last chocolate in the box.last but 
one (=the one before the last one) This is my last assignment but one.the last 

remaining The region’s last remaining forest is now a national park.THESAURUS: 

lastfinalday | week | year | stage | phase | round | part | chapter | version | g

ame | race | exam | scene | report | result | score | outcome | decision | verdic

t | words | thoughts | adviceFinal is used about the last one in a series of things. It  

is also used when talking about something such as a result, decision, or report, which  

comes at the end of an event or process:On the final day of their visit, Melissa and her  

parents were invited to the White House. | We are in the final week before the 

election. | They are in the final stages of the preparations for the wedding. | The drug  

is in the final phase of development. | Chan received the most votes in the final  

round of voting. | This subject is dealt with in the final part of the book. | You only find  

out his real identity in the final chapter. | The final version of the manuscript will be 

ready soon. | He was playing in the final game of his career. | This is the final race of  

the day. | He takes his final exams next month. | They kiss each other in the final  

scene of the film. | The committee’s final report will be published next year. | The final  

result was a victory for the Republicans. | The final score was 4–3 to United. | No one 

knows what the final outcome will be (=what will finally happen). | The committee will  

give their final decision next month. | After much discussion, the jury reached 

their final verdict. Final or last?You use both final and last about the last one of a  

series of things. You can say the last week or the final week.You usually say the last  

train/bus/plane (not the ‘final’ one).You also use final about something important,  

that comes at the end of an event or process. You say: the final decision/verdict (not  

the ‘last’ one) | the final result/score/outcome (not the ‘last’ one)  

| the final version (not the ‘last’ one). Final exams are usually the most important  

exams, which you take at the end of a  

course. closingdate | stages | minutes | days | weeks | months | years | sessio

n | scene | lines | wordshappening at the end, or near the end:The closing date for  

applications is June 30th. | We are now entering the closing stages of the 

competition. | The team scored in the closing minutes of the game. | The Americans  

bombed Nagasaki in the closing days of World War II. | Taxes will be a key issue in  

the closing weeks of the election campaign. | He was very happy in the closing  
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months of his stay there. | The closing years of the twentieth century were a period of  

great technological change. | At the closing session of the meeting, she was elected  

onto the committee. | The ship sinks in the closing scene of the film. | I have forgotten  

the closing lines of the poem. | The closing words of her book are: ‘But enough about  

me’.concludingsection | remarks | chapter | paragraph | lines | sentencehappen

ing at the end of something, especially a book, report, speech, or meeting:In  

the concluding section, he considers the relationship between the artist and 

society. | The judge made his concluding remarks. | We will return to this issue in  

the concluding chapter. | Have you read the famous concluding paragraph of Darwin’s  

book? | the concluding lines of Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet | the concluding  

sentence of the 

novelpenultimateday | game | stage | round | chapter | paragraph | sentenceth

e one before the last one:It rained on the penultimate day of the 

competition. | Tomorrow will be the penultimate game of the season. | She reached 

the penultimate stages of world championship. | The team are preparing for  

the penultimate round of the series. | In the penultimate chapter of the book, he 

reveals the identity of the murderer. | There is a spelling mistake in the penultimate  

paragraph. Penultimate sounds rather formal. In everyday English you usually  

say last ... but one: Tomorrow will be the last game but  

one. ANTONYMS → first12. most recent, or nearest to the present timeNOUNSlast 

year/month/week/night Did you see the game on TV last night?last July/January 
etc The law was passed last August.last summer/winter etc It was very cold last 
winter.last game/race/meeting The team won their last game 3–0.sb’s last 

book/film/ record etc She published her last book in 2010.the last time (=the most 

recent occasion) The city has changed since the last time I was there. When talking  

about the morning/afternoon/evening before today, you say yesterday  

morning/afternoon/evening: I spoke to her yesterday morning. PHRASESthe last 

five years/ six months etc The internet has grown rapidly in the last twenty 
years.the last few minutes/hours/days etc The last few weeks have been very 

dry.THESAURUS: lastpreviousbefore this one, or before the one that you are 

talking about:See the diagram in the previous chapter. | The previous president was a  

woman. | The previous day she seemed fine. | The rainfall level was much higher than 

in previous years. | How much were you earning in your previous  

job?former formalexisting or having a particular position in the past, but not now:He 

worked with former US president George W Bush. | Interest rates are unlikely to return  

to their former level. | Life in the former Soviet Union was hard for many people. | She 

is the former chief executive of the company.oldused about a person or thing that  
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existed in the past, but has been replaced by a newer one:I got an email from one of  

my old boyfriends the other day. | My old boss used to play golf. | The old model was  

much slower. | The old system had some advantages which the new one doesn't  

have. | Wireless was the old name for a radio.  

last2 /lɑːst $ læst/ verb  to continue for a particular length of timeADVERBS AND 

PHRASESlast forever She wanted the day to last forever.last indefinitely (=for a 
period of time with no definite end) The money won’t last indefinitely.not last (for) 

long (=not last for a long time) The ceasefire didn’t last long.last (for) a lifetime The 
material is so strong, it will last a lifetime.last (for) a long time The war lasted 
a very long time.VERBSbe expected to last The trial is expected to last ten weeks.be 

built/designed/made to last The houses weren’t built to last this 
long.PREPOSITIONSlast for an hour/a week/10 years etc Each lesson lasts for an 
hour.last until Monday/next month/1950 etc The job only lasts until the 

summer.last into the night/ into January/into the next century etc The 

rain lasted into the night. GrammarThe preposition for is often omitted. You can say  

that something lasted for an hour/a week etc or something lasted an hour/a  

week etc. THESAURUS: last→ continue (2)  

lasting adjective  THESAURUS > long (2), permanent 

late /leɪt/ adjective, adverb  1. happening, arriving, or done after the usual or 

expected timeNOUNSa late lunch/breakfast Do you want to join us for a late 

breakfast?a late night (=when you go to bed later than usual) She had a late 
night and she feels very tired.a late start The meeting got off to a late start.late 

arrival/departure We would like to apologize for the late arrival of this train.late 
payment There are penalties for late payment.a late decision We made a late 
decision to cancel our trip.a late present/gift/card The book was a late birthday 

present.a late developer (=someone who grows up at a later age than most 

children) Her son was very bright, but he was a late developer. When used with  

people, late often means that someone has died: The watch belonged to  

my late mother. VERBSarrive late/be late Helen arrived late for the meeting.get 

home/come home late My dad always used to come home late.get up/wake up/be 

up late We usually get up late on Saturdays.go to bed late Did you go to bed late last 
night?stay late/work late I have to work late this evening.PREPOSITIONSlate for 
sth You don’t want to be late for school.late with sth (=not paying or giving someone 

something when you should) The family had very little money and they were often late 
with the rent.PHRASESfive minutes/three hours etc late The plane was five hours 
late.leave it too late (=be unable to do something because you did not do it soon 

enough) We couldn’t buy tickets because we left it too late.THESAURUS: 

lateoverduelibrary book | paymentnot done or happening by the expected time – 

used especially about payments that are late or library books that should have been 

returned:I had to pay a £3 fine on some overdue library books. | Interest is charged on 
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overdue payments. | Your rent is three weeks overdue.be behind with sth BrE be 

behind on sth AmEto be late in doing something that you have to do:I can’t come out  

because I’m behind with my English essay.be held upto be made late for a meeting,  

appointment etc by something that happens, especially by bad traffic:We were held up 

by a traffic jam.be delayedto be prevented from arriving, leaving, or happening at the  

expected time – often used about public transport:The flight was delayed by bad 

weather. | All trains are severely delayed.belated /bɪˈleɪtəd,  

bɪˈleɪtɪd/apology | card | presentgiven or done late – used especially about  

something that someone has forgotten or failed to do:I’m still hoping for a belated  

apology from him. | She apologized for the belated birthday card. Belated is only  

used before a noun. tardy especially AmE formalarriving or happening late:He is a  

notoriously tardy person (=well known for often being late). | It was a somewhat  

tardy decision.be in arrears /əˈrɪəz $ əˈrɪrz/ formalto have not made one or more 

regular payments at the time when you should:One in eight mortgage payers are in  

arrears. | The rent was in arrears.ANTONYMS → early (1)2. in the final part of a 

period of time, event, or processNOUNSlate morning/afternoon/evening In the late 

afternoon, it started to get dark.late spring/summer/autumn The plant continues 
flowering into late summer.late August/January etc The school year ends in late 
June.the late 1920s/1870s etc (=1927–29, 1877–79 etc) He lived in London in the 

late 1980s.the late 17th/20th etc century The pictures were painted in the late 19th 
century.a late stage The negotiations are at a late stage.a late goal (=near the end 
of a game) United won with a late goal.PREPOSITIONSlate in sth They arrived late 

in the evening.in late May/June etc School starts in late September.in late 
1962/2004 etc He left in late 2010.be in your late twenties/forties etc (=aged 
27–29, 47–49 etc) She had her first baby when she was in her late 

twenties.PHRASESlate in the day (=used when someone should have done something 
much earlier) It’s a bit late in the day to change your 

mind.ANTONYMS → early (2)3. used about someone who has diedTHESAURUS: 

late→ dead1 

later1 /ˈleɪtə $ -ər/ adverb  after the time you are talking about or after the 

present timePHRASESsee you later I'll be back soon - see you later.much later/a lot 
later It was only much later that I remembered what my dad had 
said.minutes/days/weeks/months/years etc later He became senator two years 

later. | The phone rang again a few minutes later.later that day/night/year etc The 
baby was born later that night.later in the day/week/year etc The dentist could fit 
you in later in the week. 

later2 /ˈleɪtə $ -ər/ adjective [only before noun]  coming in the future or after 

something elseNOUNSa later chapter/section/paragraph The role of marketing is 
dealt with in a later chapter.a later version This is a much later version of the 

painting.later writers/historians etc Later historians have cast doubt on the truth of 
this story.sb's later work His later work is much darker.PHRASESat a later time We 
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will discuss this at a later time.at a later date The meeting was postponed to a later 

date.at a later stage They say that they may need to review the case at a later 
stage.in later life (=when someone was older) in later life he became head of a huge 

multinational company.THESAURUS: 

laterfollowingday | week | month | year | chapter | section | paragraphhappen

ing or coming immediately after something – used about periods of time, or parts of a  

piece of writing:The following day he was back to normal. | He resigned the following  

year.futuregenerations | developments | eventslikely to happen or exist at some 

time in the future:The forest has been saved for future generations to enjoy. | What  

influence will the decision have on future developments? | I plan to go back there at a  

future date. | In future years, people will look back on this as a golden 

age.subsequent formalevents | developments | decision | research | analysis | r

eport | investigation | chapterhappening or coming at some time after something  

else:Subsequent events proved him wrong. | a subsequent decision by the Supreme 

Court | In subsequent years, the number of patients became smaller and 

smaller.succeedinggenerations | years | months | weeks | chapterscoming after  

someone or something else – used about a series of groups of people, periods of time,  

or parts of a book:His work was admired by succeeding generations. | Over the 

succeeding months, the stitches were carefully removed. | These problems are further  

discussed in the succeeding chapters.  

latest adjective  THESAURUS > new (1) 

laugh1 /lɑːf $ læf/ verb  to make sounds with your voice when you think 

something is funnyVERBSbegin/start to laugh The audience began to laugh as soon 
as they heard his voice.make sb laugh I like her – she always makes me laugh.want 
to laugh They all looked so serious that I wanted to laugh.try not to laugh “Are you 

all right?” she said, trying not to laugh.ADVERBSlaugh out loud (=laugh loudly, so 
people can hear you) The book was so funny that it made me laugh out loud.laugh 
hysterically (=laugh a lot in a loud uncontrolled way) When his trousers fell down, 

everyone started laughing hysterically.laugh uncontrollably/helplessly (=laugh a lot 
and in a way that you cannot control) Laughing helplessly, she tried to pull me out of 
the mud.laugh nervously A few people laughed nervously, not sure whether he was 

really angry.laugh heartily formal (=laugh a lot) The audience laughed 
heartily throughout the play.PREPOSITIONSlaugh at sth She never laughs at my 
jokes.laugh at sb (=in a way that is not kind) When he got the answer wrong, the 

other children laughed at him.laugh about/over sth I can laugh about it now, but at 
the time it was rather frightening.PHRASESburst out laughing (=suddenly start 
laughing) She looked at his silly hat and burst out laughing.laugh till you 

cry also laugh till the tears run down your face He leaned back in his chair 
and laughed till the tears ran down his face.laugh your head off informal (=laugh a 
lot) It was really funny – we were all laughing our heads off.fall about 

laughing BrE (=laugh a lot) He saw the look on my face and he just fell about 

laughing.THESAURUS: laughgiggleto laugh quickly in a high voice, especially in a  

slightly silly way, or because you are nervous or embarrassed:A group of teenage girls  
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were giggling in a corner. | She tends to giggle when she meets new people.chuckleto  

laugh quietly, especially because you are thinking about or reading something  

funny:He was chuckling to himself over an article in the paper. | "We used to get up to  

all kinds of mischief." She chuckled at the memory.snigger BrE snicker AmEto laugh 

quietly in an unkind or unpleasant way, for example when someone is hurt or  

embarrassed:Billy stood up and started to sing, and one or two people  

sniggered.titterto laugh quietly in a high voice, especially about something that is rude  

or about sex, or is embarrassing for someone:As a nation we love to titter  

over politicians’ sex scandals. | A group of schoolboys were tittering over a  

magazine.roar with laughterto laugh very loudly, especially with a deep voice:I could  

hear my father roaring with laughter at something on TV.shriek with laughterto  

laugh very loudly, especially with a high voice:Patsy chased him down the stairs,  

shrieking with laughter.howl with laughterto laugh very loudly – used especially  

about a group of people laughing together:His plays have made audiences howl with  

laughter.in stitcheslaughing so much that you cannot stop:It was such a funny film – 

it had us all in stitches (=it made us laugh a lot).guffawto laugh very loudly and 

without trying to stop yourself:The audience guffawed at his nonstop jokes.cackleto  

laugh loudly in an unpleasant way:The old woman cackled at us when she realised the 

trouble she was causing.  

laugh2 /lɑːf $ læf/ noun  the act of laughing or the sound you make when you 

laughADJECTIVES/NOUNS + laugha loud laugh There was a loud laugh from someone 

in the audience.a little/short/small laugh When I asked her what happened, she let 
out a little laugh.a nervous laugh “Don’t be silly,” she said with a nervous laugh.a 
big/huge laugh The joke received the biggest laugh of the evening.a hearty 

laugh formal (=a loud laugh that shows you really enjoyed something) With a hearty 
laugh, he began to tell the story.a belly laugh (=a deep loud laugh) It’s the kind of 
comedy that raises a smile rather than a belly laugh.VERBSgive a laugh/let out a 

laugh She saw the picture and let out a loud laugh.burst into a laugh (=start 
laughing) He burst into a laugh when I asked if they paid well.get a laugh also raise a 
laugh BrE (=make people laugh) Most of his jokes didn’t even get a 

laugh.stifle/suppress a laugh (=stop yourself from laughing) I had to stifle a 
laugh when I saw what she was wearing.have a (good) laugh about/at/over 
sth The farmer had a good laugh at our attempts to catch the horse.get a laugh out 

of sb (=make someone laugh) She will do anything to get a laugh out of her 
audience.PHRASESbe good for a laugh (=be enjoyable and amusing) His films are 
always good for a laugh.I could use a laugh (=I want to hear something funny to 

cheer me up) After the terrible day I’ve had, I could use a laugh. 

laughter /ˈlɑːftə $ ˈlæftər/ noun  when people laugh, or the sound of people 

laughingVERBSburst into laughter (=suddenly start laughing) She burst into 

laughter when I told her the joke.roar with laughter (=laugh very noisily) The 
audience roared with laughter.shriek/scream with laughter (=laugh very noisily in a 
high voice) The children shrieked with laughter as they watched the clown.shake with 

laughter (=laugh so your body shakes, usually without much sound) They 
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were shaking with laughter and couldn’t even speak.meet/greet sth with 

laughter (=react to something by laughing) Her remarks were greeted 
with mocking laughter.stifle/suppress your laughter (=stop yourself from 

laughing) When she almost fell over, I had to stifle my laughter.the laughter dies 
(down) (=it stops) The laughter died instantly when the boss walked in.laughter 
rings out (=it is very loud) Her laughter rang out through the empty 

theatre.ADJECTIVEShysterical/helpless laughter (=when you laugh a lot and for a 
long time) The audience were in fits of helpless laughter.nervous laughter (=because 
someone is not sure how to react) Nervous laughter greeted her remarks.raucous 

laughter (=very loud and rough-sounding) His attempt to explain was greeted 
with raucous laughter.suppressed laughter (=when someone tries not to laugh) He 
began to shake with suppressed laughter.PHRASESa fit of laughter (=a period in 

which you laugh uncontrollably) Her funny stories had us in fits of laughter.a burst of 
laughter (=a short period of loud laughter) There was a loud burst of laughter behind 
me.hoots/peals of laughter (=a lot of loud laughter) There were hoots of 

laughter from the audience. 

launch /lɔːntʃ $ lɒːntʃ/ verb  1. to start something big or importantNOUNSlaunch 

a campaign The police have launched a campaign to reduce car crime.launch an 

appeal We have raised $150,000 since we launched the appeal.launch an 
attack/assault/offensive (=start attacking an area or group of people) The 
army launched an assault on the eastern part of the country.launch a 

search/hunt The police immediately launched a murder hunt.launch a 
project/initiative/scheme The government has launched another initiative to help 
boost employment.launch a business/company She launched her business in 

2000.launch a product/range The company will be launching 3 new products in the 
Spring. | They have launched a range of baby clothes made from organic 
cotton.ADVERBSofficially/formally launch sth The scheme will be officially 

launched next month. | Wikipedia was formally launched in 2001.successfully launch 
sth Many graduates successfully launch their own businesses.launch sth 
nationally When do they plan to launch the product nationally?PHRASESplan/prepare 

to launch sth We are planning to launch an exciting new range of products later in the 
year. | Enemy troops were preparing to launch an attack from the 

rear.THESAURUS: launch→ start1 (1)2. to send something into the sky, into 

space, or into the waterNOUNSlaunch a rocket The rocket was launched from Cape 
Canaveral.launch a missile Two soldiers prepared to launch the missile.launch a 

satellite The cost of launching a satellite is extremely high.launch a ship/boat We 
watched as the ship was launched into the river.PREPOSITIONSlaunch sth into 
sth Hundreds of people gathered to watch the Space Shuttle be launched into space. 

laundry /ˈlɔːndri $ ˈlɒːn-/ noun  clothes and similar things that need to be 

washed or have just been washedVERBSdo the laundry (=wash dirty clothes) I 
cleaned the kitchen and did the laundry.hang out/up the laundry (=put it outside on 
a line to dry) My mother was hanging out the laundry in the sun.fold the 

laundry (=fold clothes after they have been washed and dried) He was folding the 
laundry and watching TV.put away the laundry (=put away clean dry clothes) There’s 

a big pile of laundry to be put away.ADJECTIVESdirty laundry There was a bag of dirty 
laundry in the kitchen.clean laundry The clean laundry goes in this basket, ready to be 
ironed.laundry + NOUNSthe laundry room There’s a washing machine in the laundry 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1231] 

room.the laundry basket He’s teaching the children to put their dirty clothes in 

the laundry basket.a laundry service Does the hotel provide a laundry 
service?laundry facilities (=equipment for washing and drying laundry) Each block of 

flats has its own laundry facilities.PHRASESa bundle/pile of laundry At the weekend I 
was faced with a huge pile of dirty laundry.a load of laundry (=an amount that fits in 
a washing machine) I do at least one or two loads of laundry every day. 

law /lɔː $ lɒː/ noun  the system of legal rules, or a particular ruleVERBS 

+ lawobey the law Most people obey the law.break/disobey the law (=do 
something illegal) Is the company breaking the law?flout the law (=deliberately 
disobey a law) Employers who flout the law should be properly punished.stay/act 

within the law (=not do illegal things) The security forces must act within the 
law.make a law Part of the function of parliament is to make laws.pass a law (=agree 
to make a law by voting) Parliament passed a law banning smoking in public 

places.introduce a law In 1989, a new law was introduced to protect the Polish 
language.become law (=officially be made a law) For a bill to become law, it must be 
approved by both houses of Parliament.enforce a law (=make people obey a law) It is 

the job of the police to enforce the law.repeal a law (=officially end a law) Many 
people want the law to be repealed.law + VERBSthe law says/states that The law 

states that you can use reasonable force to defend yourself.the law allows/permits 
sth The law does not allow us to sell alcohol to persons under 18 years of age.the law 
bans/prohibits sth (=says that it is not allowed) The law prohibits possession of 

these animals.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + lawUS/English/Chinese etc law This is not an 
offence under English law.international law (=laws that all countries agree to 
obey) Under international law, the countries must respect the treaty.federal law (=the 

law of the US, not a particular state) Under federal law, it is illegal to discriminate 
against employees because of race or sex.state law (=the law in a US 
state) Under state law, it was illegal for any public official to receive gifts worth more 

than $100.criminal law (=laws concerning crimes) Criminal law contains definitions of 
such crimes as murder, rape, and robbery.civil law (=laws concerning disagreements 
between people, rather than crimes) The punishment for breaking civil law is usually a 

fine.strict/tough laws The country has strict anti-
tobacco laws.tax/copyright/divorce etc law You need an accountant who knows 
about tax law.common law (=laws that have come from customs and the decisions of 

judges) In common law, if a house is rented out, it is expected that the house is safe to 
live in.case law (=law based on previous court cases) There is little case law covering 
this issue.PREPOSITIONSby law (=according to a law) By law, seat belts must be worn 

by all passengers.under American/international etc law (=according to the law in a 
country or area) This is illegal under English law.the law(s) on sth The laws 
on owning a gun are very strict.sth is against the law (=it is illegal) Everyone knows 

that stealing is against the law.sth is within the law (=it is legal) The court decided 
that the company’s actions were within the law.sb is above the law (=they are too 
important to have to obey a law) He seems to think he’s above the law. 

lawful /ˈlɔːfəl $ ˈlɒː-/ adjective  THESAURUS > legal (2) 

lawsuit /ˈlɔːsuːt, -sjuːt $ ˈlɒːsuːt/ noun  a disagreement that is settled in a court 

of lawVERBSfile a lawsuit (=officially ask a court to settle it) She filed a 
lawsuit claiming sexual harassment.bring a lawsuit against sb (=make a legal 

complaint against someone in a court) A former employee brought a lawsuit against the 
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company for unfair dismissal.settle a lawsuit (=reach an agreement that stops a 

lawsuit) I would prefer to settle the lawsuit out of court.drop a lawsuit (=decide to 
stop a legal complaint against someone) They agreed to drop the lawsuit after the 

company paid compensation.win/lose a lawsuit She won 
a discrimination lawsuit against her former employer.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + lawsuita 
civil lawsuit (=not involving criminal charges) Some civil lawsuits can be settled in the 

lower courts.a defamation lawsuit (=in which someone claims their reputation has 
been damaged) The singer filed a defamation lawsuit against a national newspaper.a 
discrimination lawsuit (=in which someone claims they have been treated 

unfairly) The lawyer was defending the company in a discrimination lawsuit.a sexual 
harassment lawsuit It is not common for men to file sexual harassment lawsuits.a 
class-action lawsuit AmE (=made by a group of people aiming to protect others like 

them) The company faces a class-action lawsuit in a federal court. 

lawyer /ˈlɔːjə $ ˈlɒːjər/ noun  someone whose job is giving advice about laws and 

representing people in courtVERBS + lawyerget a lawyer If you are charged with 
breaking the law, you will need to get a lawyer.hire a lawyer also engage a 

lawyer formal He’s rich enough to hire a good lawyer.see a lawyer also consult a 
lawyer formal (=talk to a lawyer for advice) She has consulted a lawyer about taking 

her case to court.talk/speak to a lawyer (=for advice) Have you spoken to a 
lawyer?lawyer + VERBSa lawyer represents sb also a lawyer acts for sb He is one of 
the lawyers who are representing the airline.a lawyer argues sth His lawyers 

argued that the company had treated him unfairly.a lawyer advises sb to do 
sth My lawyers have advised me not to speak to reporters.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ lawyera good/clever lawyer A clever lawyer knows the answer to his question 

before he asks it.a top lawyer informal (=a very good lawyer) His wife is one of the 
US’s top lawyers.a hotshot lawyer informal (=very good, confident, and likely to 
succeed) The company can afford to hire a whole team of hotshot lawyers.a defence 

lawyer (=who tries to prove in court that someone is not guilty) Defence 
lawyers produced evidence to support their client’s alibi.a prosecution lawyer (=who 
tries to prove in court that someone is guilty) The prosecution lawyer summed up his 

case for the jury.a criminal lawyer She is one of the country’s leading criminal 
lawyers.a civil rights lawyer (=who tries to get better rights for people treated 
unfairly) He worked as a civil rights lawyer in America in the 1960s.a libel 

lawyer (=who represents people about whom unfair things have been written) The 
actress is consulting a libel lawyer in connection with the magazine article.a divorce 
lawyer (=who represents people in divorce cases) His wife is said to have hired a 

top divorce lawyer.THESAURUS: lawyerattorney AmEa 

lawyer. Attorney sounds more formal than lawyer:“The United States sees  

intellectual property rights as sacred,” said Thomas Klitgaard, an attorney specializing  

in international law. | Acting on the advice of his attorney, he remained silent  

throughout the questioning.solicitora type of lawyer in Britain who gives legal advice,  

prepares the documents when property is bought or sold, and defends people,  

especially in the lower courts of law:He went to the family solicitor to make a  

will. | She works as a commercial property solicitor at Nabarro Nathanson in  

London.barristera lawyer in Britain who can argue cases in the higher law 
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courts:McWalter’s barrister, Hugh Vass, stressed his client’s previous good 

character.advocate formala formal word for a lawyer in American English, or a  

barrister in Scotland:The committee can put questions to the defendant or his  

advocate.brief BrE informalthe lawyer who represents someone in a court case:His  

brief asked for a fine rather than a prison sentence.counselthe lawyer or group of  

lawyers who are representing someone in court:counsel for the defence | counsel for  

the prosecution  

layer /ˈleɪə $ -ər/ noun  an area of something on top of a surface, or between 

two surfacesADJECTIVES/NOUNS + layera thin layer A thin layer of ice had formed on 
the windows.a fine layer (=very thin) The copper wire is coated with a fine layer of 

gold.a thick layer A thick layer of dust lay on the furniture.a protective layer The 
cream forms a protective layer to stop the skin drying out.a single/double layer It is 
very hot so you will only need a single layer of bed covers. | Use a double layer of 

fabric to make the garment stronger.the top/bottom layer We’ve eaten all the 
chocolates in the top layer of the box. | The bottom layer of rock is the 
oldest.alternate layers Put alternate layers of pasta and sauce in a dish.the outer 

layer He took off the outer layers of the onion.the surface layer Below the surface 
layer of the skin are several further layers of cells.the ozone layer (=a layer of gases 

in the sky that prevents the sun from damaging the Earth) Scientists found a hole in 
the ozone layer over Antarctica.PREPOSITIONSa layer of sth Cover the seeds with a 
thin layer of soil.in layers The peppers, garlic, and tomatoes are arranged in 

layers.between the layers There is a padded material between the two layers of 
fabric.PHRASESlayer upon layer (=many layers) He used layer upon layer of paint. 

lazy /ˈleɪzi/ adjective (lazierlaziest)  not liking work and physical activity, or not 

making any effort to do anythingNOUNSa lazy student I don’t want people to think I’m 

a lazy student.a lazy person/boy/girl He was the laziest boy in the class.PHRASESsb 
is too lazy to do sth He felt too lazy to get out of bedDon’t be so lazy! spoken You 
make your own breakfast! Don’t be so lazy!you lazy thing! spoken (=used when 

telling someone they are being lazy) Do it yourself, you lazy thing!THESAURUS: 

lazyidlelazy and not doing enough work. Idle sounds rather formal and is becoming 

old-fashioned. In everyday English, people usually use lazy:The beggars were too idle  

to look for work. | Her son was bone idle (=extremely lazy).indolent formallazy and 

living a comfortable life:He spent an indolent first year at Oxford. | He was the indolent  

son of a wealthy landowner.slothful formallazy and not liking physical activity:Her  

advice to slothful Americans is: ‘Get out there and walk!’  

lead1 /liːd/ verb  to take someone somewhere by going in front of them while 

they follow, or by pulling them gentlyPREPOSITIONSlead sb to sth A nurse took her 
arm and led her to a chair.PHRASESlead sb to safety The horses were led to 

safety.lead sb away She was led away from the courtroom in tears.lead the way 
somewhere (=go in front of someone and show them where to go) The manager led 

the way through the office.THESAURUS: leadtaketo take someone somewhere 

with you, especially in your car, or when you know the way, when you are paying  
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etc:Helen is taking me there in her car. | I took her to see a film. | My boyfriend is  

going to take me out to an expensive restaurant for my birthday.guideto take 

someone through or to a place you know, showing them the 

way:Ali guided us through the streets to his house on the edge of the town. | She 

offered to guide me around the school.showto take someone to a place such as a table  

in a restaurant or a hotel room and leave them there:A waitress showed us to our  

table. | We were shown to our seats near the front of the theatre. | Would you like me 

to show you around the house?pointto show someone which direction to go using your  

hand or a sign:The man pointed to the notice on wall, which said ‘No Smoking’.. | The 

sign pointed across the street.direct formalto tell someone where to go or how to get  

somewhere:Can you direct me to the station? | He directed us to a café a few blocks  

away.escortto take someone somewhere, protecting them, guarding them, or showing  

them the way:The president’s car will be escorted by a military convoy. | He 

was escorted from the court by police.usherto show someone the way to a room or  

building nearby, usually as part of your job:His housekeeper ushered us into the living  

room.shepherdto carefully take someone somewhere – used especially about a group 

of people:They shepherded us into a big hall. | The police shepherded thousands of  

people to safety in the cathedral.  

lead2 /led/ noun  the first position in a race or competition that has not 

finishedPHRASESbe in the lead (=be winning) His horse was in the lead as they 
approached the last fence.VERBShave the lead (=be winning) She still had the lead as 

the runners began the last lap of the race.have a 3-point/5-second etc lead The 
young golfer has a one-shot lead in her first tournament.take the lead also go into 
the lead (=start winning) The British driver has just taken the lead in the Monaco 

Grand Prix.put sb in the lead also give sb the lead (=make someone start 
winning) His goal put Portugal in the lead.extend/increase your lead (=get further 
ahead) The Australian swimmer has now extended his lead to around ten metres.lose 

the lead Chelsea lost their two-goal lead shortly after half-time.throw away the 
lead informal (=stop being ahead because you make a mistake) They somehow 
managed to throw away a 22-point lead.share the lead (=two or more players or 

teams are winning) At the end of the first round, the two American golfers share the 
lead.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + leada clear/comfortable lead The Boston team had 
a comfortable lead at half-time.a big/huge lead also a commanding lead formal The 

Brazilian driver raced into a commanding lead.an early lead (=at an early stage of a 
game, race etc) Liverpool took an early lead with a goal from their captain.a 
tiny/slender/slim lead (=small) They managed to defend their slender lead until the 

end of the season.a one-shot/two-goal/30-point etc lead The Labour Party had 
a ten-point lead in the opinion polls.PREPOSITIONSlead over sb Can they keep 
their lead over their closest rivals? 

leader /ˈliːdə $ -ər/ noun  1. the person who directs or controls a group, 

organization, country etcADJECTIVESa good/effective leader What characteristics 
make a good leader?a strong leader Margaret Thatcher had a reputation as a strong 

leader.a weak leader The country had a series of weak leaders.a natural/born 
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leader (=someone who naturally has all the qualities needed to be a leader) He has 

the confidence of a born leader.a charismatic leader (=who people like and admire, 
and want to follow) Martin Luther King was one of the most charismatic leaders of the 

civil rights movement.a political leader He became the country’s most 
influential political leader.a military leader Montgomery was one of the great military 
leaders of the Second World War.a wartime leader There was a meeting between 

Churchill and the other wartime leaders.a religious/spiritual leader The Pope is 
the spiritual leader for Roman Catholics throughout the world.the 
Conservative/Liberal Democrat/Socialist etc leader (=the leader of a particular 

political party) The Labour leader disagrees with the prime minister on this issue.NOUNS 

+ leadera world leader (=someone who is in charge of a country) The president and 
other world leaders are meeting to discuss the environment.a government leader He 

was the first EU government leader to visit the new US president.a party leader The 
highlight of any political conference is the speech by the party leader.an opposition 
leader The opposition leader accused the government of failing to control 

unemployment.a team/group/project etc leader Members of the sales team each 
report to their team leader.a union/business leader Business leaders welcomed a cut 
in the interest rate.VERBSchoose a leader also choose sb as leader The party is 

meeting to choose a new leader.elect a leader also elect sb as leader He was elected 
leader of his country by a huge majority.appoint a leader (=officially announce that 
someone is leader) His son was appointed leader after him.PREPOSITIONSthe leader 

of sth She became the first female leader of her party.THESAURUS: 

leaderrulersomeone, such as a king or queen or a military leader, who has official  

power over a country or area:The country's former military rulers finally agreed to  

allow democratic elections. | The colonial rulers left the country with a good transport  

system. | Sheik Mohamed is the ruler of Dubai.head of statesomeone who leads a  

country or state:Twenty-one heads of state will meet at the annual World Trade 

summit.figureheadsomeone who is seen as the leader of a country or organization,  

although he or she does not have any real power:The Queen doesn't have much power  

these days - she acts more as a national figurehead. | There are advantages in having  

a respected personality as a figurehead for the organization.ringleadersomeone who 

leads a group that is doing something illegal or wrong:The ringleaders of the 

gang have been arrested and put in prison. | He was one of the ringleaders of the 

plot to blow up the World Trade Center. | Police say that the ringleader has been 

caught.2. the company, organization etc that is more successful than all 

othersADJECTIVES/NOUNS + leaderthe undisputed/acknowledged 
leader formal (=accepted as much more successful than others) The airline is 

the undisputed leader in the field of low-cost air travel.the global/world/worldwide 
leader He’s chairman of Microsoft, the global leader in computer software.the 
market/industry leader Following the accident, the oil company is no longer 

the industry leader.the brand leader (=the product that most people are buying) The 
company is the brand leader for herbs and spices in the UK.PREPOSITIONSthe leader 
in sth Her company is now the leader in overnight delivery services. 
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leadership /ˈliːdəʃɪp $ -ər-/ noun  the way someone leads a country or 

organization, or the people who are in the position of leaderADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ leadershipstrong/firm leadership Good schools need strong 
leadership.weak/poor/indecisive leadership Because of poor leadership, the 

country now faces an economic crisis.clear leadership He blames the company’s 
problems on a lack of clear leadership.effective leadership Good communication skills 
are essential for effective leadership.military/political leadership The 

country’s military leadership are against any kind of democratic reform. | The two 
countries seemed to be competing for political leadership of Europe.the party 
leadership (=the leaders of a political party) The party leadership are divided on this 

issue.VERBStake over the leadership also assume the leadership formal (=become 
the new leader) A younger person should take over the leadership of the 
party.challenge sb’s leadership Three other candidates 

will challenge her leadership.show/demonstrate 
leadership She showed great leadership in getting everyone into the lifeboats.provide 
leadership We need someone who can provide strong leadership at this difficult 

time.resign your leadership He was forced to resign his leadership as a result of the 
scandal.maintain/retain your leadership (=continue being the leader) He will have 

to fight to retain his leadership.strengthen/reinforce/reaffirm your 
leadership (=make your leadership stronger) Dealing successfully with difficult 
problems will reinforce your leadership.leadership + NOUNSa leadership 

election The leadership election is in November.a leadership contest/battle Most 
people think he will win the leadership battle.leadership skills/qualities The tasks 
were designed to test their leadership skills. | Sarah has good leadership qualities.sb’s 

leadership style/style of leadership The manager’s leadership style is very 
informal. | The two managers have very different styles of leadership.a leadership 
position/role Is Tom suitable for a leadership position?leadership potential (=the 

qualities that make someone likely to become a good leader) It was clear from his first 
day in the job that he had leadership potential.leadership changes Leadership 
changes have been announced.leadership training Have you had any 

specific leadership training?PREPOSITIONSleadership of sth Some people have 
criticized his leadership of the country.under sb’s leadership (=when someone is 
leader) Under her leadership, the school has improved considerably.PHRASESa change 

of leadership It is time for a change of leadership.a candidate for the leadership of 
sth There are five candidates for the leadership of the Labour party. 

leading /ˈliːdɪŋ/ adjective  THESAURUS > important (2) 

lead to sth verbTHESAURUS > cause2 

leaf /liːf/ noun  one of the flat green parts of a plant that are joined to its stem or 

branchesVERBSleaves turn red/brown etc (=become red, brown etc) In late 

September, the leaves start to turn red.leaves fall All the leaves had fallen off the 
tree.a tree loses/sheds its leaves (=the leaves come off the tree) Most trees 
shed their leaves in the autumn.sweep (up) leaves (=tidy away fallen leaves using a 

brush) She was sweeping leaves in the back garden.ADJECTIVESa 
green/brown/yellow etc leaf She loved the deep green leaves of the coconut 
trees.a dead leaf The ground beneath the tree was covered in dead leaves.fallen 

leaves (=that have fallen off the trees) The children were jumping in piles of fallen 
leaves.NOUNS + leafan oak/vine/spinach etc leaf (=from a particular plant or 
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tree) Vine leaves stuffed with rice is a typical Greek dish.autumn leaves also fall 

leaves AmE (=leaves that have changed colour or fallen in autumn) Her photographs 
feature the rich colours of autumn leaves.PHRASESbe in leaf literary (=have leaves) By 

this time, most of the trees were in leaf.come into leaf literary (=start having 
leaves) The apple tree had finally come into leaf. 

leak /liːk/ noun  1. a small hole that lets liquid or gas out, or the liquid or gas 

that is coming outVERBSspring a leak (=start to have a leak) The boat had sprung a 

leak.stop a leak Tightening the nut will sometimes stop the leak.plug a leak (=stop it 
by putting something into the hole) He used some foam to plug the leak.check sth for 
leaks Check the sides of the container for leaks.a leak comes from 

sth The leak was coming from a tiny hole in the roof.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + leaka 
gas/oil/fuel etc leak The fire was caused by a gas leak. | If your car is using a lot of 
oil, it may have an oil leak. | The plane was grounded because of a fuel leak.a water 

leak Water leaks can cause a lot of damage to property.a radioactive/radiation 
leak A radioactive leak was discovered at the nuclear reactor.a small/minor 
leak There is a small leak in the side of the tank.a major leak In emergencies such as 

a burst pipe or a major leak, turn off the water supply.a slow leak A slow leak can 
cause the water pressure to drop.PREPOSITIONSa leak in sth There is a leak in the 

mains pipe.a leak from sth They stopped the leak from the tanker.2. a situation in 
which secret information is given to a reporterPHRASESthe source of a leak The 
newspaper will not reveal the source of the leak.be responsible for a leak No-one 

knows who is responsible for the leak.a leak comes from sb/sth It is thought that 
the leak came from someone working in the IT department.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ leakan information leak Any information leak would be very damaging to the 

company.a serious leak There has been a serious leak of secret military information.a 
tabloid leak (=a leak published by a newspaper that contains stories about famous 
people and little serious news) Because of tabloid leaks, everyone knew who would be 

appearing on the show.PREPOSITIONSa leak to sb A leak to the press described the 
minister as ‘completely incompetent’.a leak from sth The White House has refused to 
respond to leaks from the report.a leak of sth There are frequent leaks of confidential 

information. 

lean1 /liːn/ verb  to move or bend your body in a particular direction, often so 

that it rests against somethingPREPOSITIONS/ADVERBSlean forward They 

were leaning forward, facing each other.lean back/backwards He leaned back in his 
chair and went to sleep. | He had to lean backward to catch the ball.lean 
down She leaned down and took the child’s hand in hers.lean towards/toward 

sth/sb She leant towards him and listened.lean closer “Are you alright?” he 
whispered, leaning closer.lean out (of sth) She leaned out of the window to get a 
better view. | If you lean out any further, you’ll fall.lean on sth/sb I leaned on the 

bridge and watched the boats pass by.lean against sth/sb After closing the door, 
she leaned against it for a moment.lean over/across I leaned across and opened the 
passenger door. | He had to lean over the table to reach the jug. | Jamie leaned 

across the counter and took another cookie.lean heavily (=put most of your weight on 
something) She had to lean heavily against me as we walked. 

lean2 /liːn/ adjective  THESAURUS > thin (1) 

leap noun  1. a big jumpADJECTIVESa huge/enormous leap With a huge leap, 

he managed to catch the ball.a flying leap He threw a stick in the river, and the dog 
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went after it in a flying leap.VERBSmake/take a leap Her horse took a leap over the 

fence.2. a large increase, improvement, or changeADJECTIVESa 
big/great/huge/enormous/giant leap When Neil Armstrong landed on the moon, 

he famously said “That’s one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind”.a 
dramatic leap Following her move to Los Angeles, her career in show business took 
a dramatic leap.a quantum leap (=a very great improvement in something) There has 

been a quantum leap in our understanding of the disease.a sudden leap A sudden 
leap in fuel prices has led to an increase in airfares.a technological/technical 
leap Every ten years, there is a major technological leap in computer science.a 

mental/conceptual/imaginative leap (=used when something takes a lot of mental 
effort to understand) The world was so different in those days that you have to make a 
big mental leap to imagine what it was like.VERBSmake/take a leap The company was 

hoping it could make a technical leap that would give it a clear advantage over its 
competitors.require a leap Reading his books does require an imaginative 
leap.PREPOSITIONSa leap in sth We weren’t expecting such a big leap 

in costs.PHRASESa leap forward AIDS treatment has made a great leap forward in 
recent years.in leaps and bounds (=making a lot of progress very quickly) Her 
English has improved in leaps and bounds. 

learn /lɜːn $ lɜːrn/ verb [I,T]  to gain knowledge of a subject or skill, by 

experience, by studying it, or by being taughtPHRASESlearn sth quickly/slowly She 
moved to France and learned the language very quickly.soon learn sth (=learn it 

quickly, as a result of an experience) You soon learn not to make the same mistake 
again.learn sth by heart (=learn something so you know it exactly without reading 
it) Actors have to learn their lines by heart.learn sth from/through 

experience Students will learn from experience the importance of planning.learn sth 
by/through trial and error (=by trying things and making mistakes) When you start 
doing pottery, you learn mostly through trial and error.have a lot to learn She still 

has a lot to learn about boys.be eager to learn Young children are very eager to 
learn.PREPOSITIONSlearn about sth He said he was too old to learn about 
computers.learn from sb I learned a lot from my father.learn by doing sth Babies 

learn by copying the people around them.learn through sth You learn through all the 

things that happen while you are doing the job.THESAURUS: learnstudyto learn  

about a subject by reading books, going to classes etc, especially at school or  

university:She’s studying music at Berkeley College in California. | I have 

been studying German for just over three years.trainto learn the skills and get the 

experience that you need in order to do a particular job:Julie’s training to be a  

nurse. | Doctors are very highly trained. | The staff are trained in dealing with  

customers.pick sth uplanguage | rules | idea | tipto learn something without much 

effort, by watching or listening to other people:It’s easy to pick up a language when 

you’re living in a country. | The rules of the game are easy – you’ll soon pick them 

up. | You never know - you might pick up a few tips (=useful ideas about the best way 

to do something).get the hang of sth informalto learn how to do or use something  

that is fairly complicated, especially with practice:It took me a while to get the hang of  

all the features on my new camera.revise BrE review AmEto study facts again,  
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especially on your own, in order to learn them before an examination:Jenny’s upstairs  

revising for her maths exam tomorrow.masterto learn something so well that you 

have no difficulty with it, especially a skill or a language:She gave me a book called  

‘Mastering the Art of French Cooking’. | I learnt Spanish for years but I never really  

mastered it.  

learner /ˈlɜːnə $ ˈlɜːrnər/ noun  someone who is learning to do 

somethingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + learnera quick/fast learner She was a quick learner, 

and her English got better day by day.a slow learner The programme allows slow 
learners to get extra practice.an adult learner Many adult learners also work full-
time.a young learner The activities are good for young learners.an 

intermediate/advanced learner These exercises are designed for intermediate 
learners. | The dictionary is aimed at advanced learners of English.a foreign 
learner (=someone learning a language that is not their own) Many foreign 

learners find English pronunciation difficult.a language learner She writes textbooks 
for language learners.learner + NOUNSa learner driver Learner drivers often grip the 
steering wheel too tightly.PHRASESthe needs of the learner The coursebooks are 

designed to meet the needs of the learner. 

lease /liːs/ noun  a legal agreement in which you pay to use a building, car etc 

for particular periodVERBShave/hold a lease Who has the lease on the flat?take 

(out) a lease (=get a lease) We took a two-year lease on some office equipment.sign 
a lease She has signed a lease on a little shop in Covent Garden.renew/extend a 
lease (=keep a lease for a longer period of time) The company decided not to renew 

the lease on the office.grant sb a lease (=let someone have a lease) The landlord 
may grant a lease for a short or long period.a lease runs (=continues for a period of 
time) The lease will run for 21 years.a lease runs out also a lease 

expires formal (=it stops being valid) Their lease on the flat runs out in June.a lease 
comes up for renewal (=a new lease must be signed because the current one runs 
out) The lease on this house comes up for renewal in March.ADJECTIVESa short/short-

term lease These flats are let on short leases to students.a long/long-term 
lease We’re negotiating a long-term lease on the building.a 20-year/30-year etc 
lease The company has acquired the building on a 30-year lease.the 

current/existing lease The current lease still has 12 years to run.lease + NOUNSa 
lease agreement The organization has signed a lease agreement on a 50-acre site.a 

lease payment He is struggling to afford the lease payments on the 
office.PREPOSITIONSa lease on sth The club has a 10-year lease on the 
ground.PHRASESthe terms of a lease (=the legal details of it) Under the terms of the 

lease, the tenants have to pay for any repairs. 

leather /ˈleðə $ -ər/ noun  animal skin used for making shoes, coats, and 

bagsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + leatherreal leather He was wearing a jacket made of real 
leather.imitation leather (=made to look like leather, but not real animal skin) Is 

the leather real or imitation?soft leather The slippers are made of soft leather.patent 
leather (=very shiny leather) She was wearing a pair of black patent 
leather shoes.scuffed leather (=slightly damaged by being rubbed) The leather at the 

edge of the sofa is all scuffed.polished leather The room smelled of polished 
leather.shoe leather (=the leather part of shoes) Drying on a hot radiator can 
crack shoe leather.leather + NOUNSa leather jacket/coat A leather jacket helps to 
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protect your body when you’re riding a motorcycle.leather boots/shoes Are 

your boots leather?leather trousers BrE leather pants AmE The singer was dressed 
in black leather trousers.leather gloves I always wear thick leather gloves when I’m 

working in the garden.a leather bag/belt He took off his leather belt and put it on the 
chair.a leather sofa/armchair I sank back in a big leather armchair.VERBSbe made 
of leather The strap of the bag is made of leather.wear leather She’s a vegetarian 

and she never wears leather. 

leave1 /liːv/ verb  1. to go away from a place or a personNOUNSleave the 

house/room/office/building She said goodbye, and watched 
him leave the room.leave home/work I usually leave home at 8.30.leave the 

country/city/area The men have probably already left the country.leave town His 
friends thought he had left town.leave hospital BrE leave the hospital AmE Her 
mother will soon be well enough to leave hospital.leave your wife/boyfriend/family 

etc She left her husband after she found out that he was having an 
affair.ADVERBSleave suddenly He left suddenly and without saying where he was 
going.VERBShave to leave/be forced to leave Thousands of people had to leave their 

homes because of the fire.refuse to leave She refused to leave her injured 
friend.threaten to leave The players are threatening to leave the 

team.PREPOSITIONSleave at 10 o’clock/5.30 etc The next plane leaves 
at 12.30.leave for somewhere Edward left for America on business.PHRASESleave on 
time The train left on time.leave in a hurry She left in a hurry, saying she had a plane 

to catch.be ready to leave An hour later they were ready to leave.be about to 
leave (=be going to leave very soon) I was about to leave when the phone rang.leave 
sb in peace (=go away and stop disturbing someone) I wish you would all leave me in 

peace!leave sb to it informal (=leave someone and let them continue what they are 

doing) You seem to have a lot of work, so I’ll leave you to it.THESAURUS: 

leaveTO LEAVE A PLACEgo especially spokento leave somewhere:Come on, boys, it’s  

time to go. | When does the next bus go?set off especially BrEto leave somewhere and 

begin a journey:The following day we set off for Vienna.take offif a plane takes off, it  

leaves the ground at the beginning of a flight:Our plane took off late because of the 

fog. | The plane took off from Los Angeles International Airport. | We watched the 

planes landing and taking off.emigrateto leave your own country in order to live  

permanently in another country:In 2002, his family emigrated to New 

Zealand.depart formalto leave – used especially about trains, buses, planes etc:The 

next train for London will depart from platform six. | Coaches depart for the airport  

every 30 minutes.TO LEAVE SCHOOL/COLLEGE ETCgraduateto successfully finish your  

studies at a college or university, or at an American high school:Kelly graduated  

from Harvard with a degree in East Asian Studies. | Approximately 80% of  

Americans graduate from high school.drop outto leave school, college, or university  

before your course of study has finished, because you do not want to continue with  

it:He dropped out of university and set up his own business. | I failed my first year  

exams and decided to drop out and get a job.quit AmEto leave school without finishing  

your course of study:He quit school at fourteen to work and help support his family.TO 
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LEAVE YOUR JOBquitto leave your job permanently because you are not happy with  

it:After enduring months of harassment, Mrs Collins decided to quit her job. | I’ve told  

them I’m quitting.resignto officially announce that you have decided to leave your  

job:The company director was forced to resign over the scandal.hand in your  

notice/resignationto write an official letter to your employer saying that you are 

going to leave your job on a particular date:You have to hand in your notice at least  

four weeks before you leave.retireto leave your job in order to stop working  

permanently, usually because you have reached the age when most people stop  

working:After forty years of working for the bank, Karl retired in May. | He had 

to retire because of ill health.ANTONYMS → arrive2. to officially arrange for someone 

to have something that you own after your deathTHESAURUS: leave→ give (1)  

leave2 /liːv/ noun  time that you are allowed to spend away from your 

workADJECTIVES/NOUNS + leaveannual leave (=total time allowed away from work 
each year) Annual leave is 22 days plus public holidays.sick leave also medical 
leave AmE (=time allowed away from work because you are ill) The form must be filled 

in as soon as you return from sick leave.maternity leave (=time that a mother is 
allowed away from work to have and take care of a baby) Two teachers were off 
on maternity leave.paternity leave (=time that a father is allowed away from work to 

take care of a new baby) He got five days’ paternity leave.parental leave (=time that 
a parent is allowed away from work to take care of a child) Parental leave is often 
unpaid.compassionate leave (=time allowed away from work because someone in 

your family is very ill or has died) She was given compassionate leave to go to the 
funeral.paid/unpaid leave He took three months’ unpaid leave in order to look after 
his mother.special leave (=time allowed away from work for a special reason) Some 

firms give you special leave when you move house.indefinite leave (=leave without 
any time limit) She has gone on indefinite leave, suffering from exhaustion.study 
leave BrE (=time allowed away from work because you are taking a course) The 

company offers study leave for staff development.sabbatical leave (=time that a 
teacher is allowed away from work to study or travel) Headteachers can take sabbatical 

leave every five years.home leave (=time that you are allowed to spend at home from 
a job that is far away, or from prison) The prisoner had failed to return from home 
leave.VERBSget 10 days’/3 months’ etc leave We get 25 days’ leave a year.have 10 

days’/3 months’ etc leave I still have a few days’ leave left.take leave (=use the 
time you are allowed) Staff will not be allowed to take any leave in January because the 
company is too busy.be entitled to leave (=be allowed to have leave) All 

employees are entitled to 21 days’ leave.go on leave (=start your time away from 
work) She needs to finish the report before she goes on leave.give/grant sb leave He 
was given compassionate leave.cancel sb’s leave (=stop people taking leave) The 

Police Department cancelled all leave because of the emergency.use (up) 
leave I used all my leave in the summertime.leave + NOUNSleave entitlement (=the 
amount of leave you are allowed) The normal paid leave entitlement is 20 

days.PREPOSITIONSon leave Who is doing her job while she is on leave? 

lecture /ˈlektʃə $ -ər/ noun  a long talk given to a group of peopleVERBSgive a 

lecture She gives lectures on modern French literature. | She gave a 

fascinating lecture on crime in the 1800s.deliver a lecture formal (=give a lecture, 
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especially in a particular place or about a particular subject) He delivered the lecture at 

the London School of Economics.go to a lecture also attend a lecture formal Have 
you been to any of Professor MacPherson’s lectures? | I recently attended a lecture by a 

famous historian.listen to a lecture Students spend about a quarter of their 
time listening to lectures.have a lecture I have lectures all morning.miss/skip a 
lecture (=not go to it) It is important that students do not skip lectures.lecture + 

NOUNSa lecture hall/room also a lecture theatre BrE The lecture hall was 
packed.lecture notes Can I borrow your lecture notes?a lecture tour (=a trip that 
someone takes to many different places to give a lecture) He’s on a lecture tour of the 

US.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + lecturea history/politics/biology etc lecture I’m late for 
my economics lecture.an interesting/fascinating/boring lecture Her lectures are 
always very interesting. | The lecture was so boring I fell asleep.a public lecture (=for 

anyone to go to) He’s going to deliver a public lecture on politics in the Arab World.an 
illustrated lecture (=with pictures) Mrs Robinson gave a fascinating illustrated 
lecture on Spanish history.PREPOSITIONSa lecture on/about sth I went to a very 

interesting lecture on Russian cinema. | He returned from Africa to give lectures 
about his trip.PHRASESa series of lectures also a course of lectures BrE She’s 
giving a series of lectures on the history of art. 

leg /leɡ/ noun  1. one of the long parts of your body that your feet are joined 

toADJECTIVESyour left/right leg My right leg hurts.back/hind legs (=of a four-
legged animal) The dog stood on its back legs.front legs (=of a four-legged 

animal) The elephant had injured one of its front legs.long/short legs Most models 
are very slim with long legs.good/nice legs (=attractively shaped) If you have good 
legs, why not wear a skirt?a bad leg informal (=an injured leg) He can’t play football 

because of his bad leg.a broken leg She can’t walk because she has a broken 
leg.slender legs (=thin and attractive) Her legs are long and slender.skinny 
legs (=very thin) He was wearing short trousers and you could see his skinny 

legs.bare legs (=not covered by any clothing) Her bare legs were a beautiful brown 
colour.hairy legs The man had short hairy legs.bow legs/bandy legs (=legs that 
curve out at the knees) The cowboy had bandy legs.straight/bent legs With your legs 

straight, bend forward and touch the floor.leg + NOUNSa leg injury/wound A leg 
injury means he cannot play in tomorrow’s match. | Most of these soldiers have leg 
wounds.leg muscles Walking and cycling are good for strengthening the leg 

muscles.leg room (=space for your legs) There was not much leg room on the 
plane.VERBScross your legs (=sit in a position with one leg over the other) She sat 
down and crossed her legs.break your leg He broke his leg skiing.raise/lift your 

legs Lie on your back and raise your legs a few centimetres.bend your legs Keep your 
back straight and bend your legs.straighten your legs There wasn’t enough room in 
the back of the car to straighten your legs.stretch out your legs Curl up and 

then stretch out your legs.kick your legs The swimming teacher showed the kids how 
to kick their legs.rest your legs (=have a rest) They sat down to rest their legs.your 

legs ache The children had walked a long way and their legs were aching. Stretch  

your legsPeople also use stretch your legs to mean ‘go for a walk’: Do you want  

to stretch your legs for a few minutes? PHRASESstand on one leg She can balance 

standing on one leg.2. one of the parts of a journey, race, or 
competitionADJECTIVES/NOUNS + legthe first/second leg We won the first leg. | John 
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will run the second leg of the relay.the last/final leg He finally set sail on the last 

leg of his journey.the outward/outbound leg (=the part of a journey when you go to 
a place, not the part when you come back) The outward leg took much longer than the 

journey home.the return leg It may be cheaper to buy separate tickets for the 
outbound and return legs of your trip.the home/away leg (=one of a set of two 
games where a team plays at its own ground or at the other team’s ground) Arsenal 

drew the home leg, so need to win away to get to the final. | He scored in the away 
leg and will be hoping to do the same at home.PREPOSITIONSon the first/next/last 
leg of a journey They are on the last leg of their journey to Mecca.in the 

first/next/last leg of a competition They are hoping for a win in the home leg. 

legal AC /ˈliːɡəl/ adjective  1. relating to the lawNOUNSthe legal 

system/framework Under the English legal system, the accused person has the right 
to remain silent.a legal right Women should have the same legal rights as men.legal 

action/charges/proceedings (=action in a court of law) The paper cannot comment 
because of the threat of legal action.legal advice/services You should get legal 
advice before signing any agreement.a legal battle/dispute/debate The couple were 

involved in a bitter legal battle.legal aid (=money to pay your legal fees) She applied 
for legal aid in order to pursue her case against the hospital.legal fees/costs The 

company paid legal fees of $15.8 million.a legal document/contract An insurance 
agreement is a legal document.a legal expert Many legal experts believe that the law 
needs to be changed.a legal adviser She worked as a legal adviser at the U.S. State 

Department.the legal profession (=lawyers, judges etc, considered as a group) The 
first Congress of the United States was dominated by the legal profession.legal 
language/words The document was written in complicated legal language.the legal 

definition of sth The legal definition of ‘reasonable force’ is rather vague.legal 
status The organization has no formal legal status.a legal challenge The information 
was made available to a court after a legal challenge by the defence.PHRASEStake 

legal action (against sb/sth) (=bring a case in a court of law) She is taking legal 
action against a British newspaper which secretly recorded her private phone 
conversations.2. used when saying that something is allowed by law, or you must do 

something because of the lawNOUNSa legal duty/obligation/responsibility It is 
your legal duty to report a crime to the police.the legal 
limit/minimum/maximum He had twice the legal limit of alcohol in his blood.a legal 

requirement (=something that you must do because of the law) Prices at gas stations 
have to be displayed as a legal requirement.legal tender (=forms of money that are 
legally accepted) The coins are no longer considered legal tender.a practice is 

legal (=an activity is allowed by law) This practice is legal in the US, but not in most 
other countries.VERBSmake sth legal They are campaigning to make the 
drug legal.become legal Divorce finally became legal in 1992 in that 

country.ADVERBSperfectly legal (=completely legal) What the company has done 

is perfectly legal.THESAURUS: 

legallawfulbusiness | manner | methods | use | means | excuse | purpose | o

wnerallowed by law or based on the law. Lawful is more formal than legal. It is used 

especially when comparing actions or methods with others that are not allowed by 

law:The demonstrators were preventing other people from going about their lawful  

business. | The information was obtained in a lawful manner. | US citizens are 
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permitted to keep firearms for lawful use. | The defendants argued that they had 

a lawful excuse for what they did. | Our products and services may only be used 

for lawful purposes. | The property was returned to its lawful  

owner.legitimateclaim | right | reason | excuse | activities | business | preside

nt | leader | government | authoritybased on or allowed by the normal laws or  

rules – often used when there is a disagreement about this:The local people argue that  

they have a legitimate claim to the land. | There is a legitimate right of self-

defence. | I had a perfectly legitimate reason or being there (=a completely  

legitimate reason). | He has no legitimate excuse for not paying you the money. | The 

organization says all its money comes from legitimate activities. | His supporters  

regard him as the legitimate president of the country. | The United Nations recognized  

the party as the country’s legitimate government. | The prisoners attempted to  

overthrow the legitimate authorities of the prison in a violent  

manner.statutoryrights | duty | requirement | power | authority | paymentused 

about something such as a right, duty, or power, which the law says you must  

have:The law gives you certain statutory rights when you buy goods. | There is  

a statutory duty to investigate how the death occurred. | The officers who searched the 

house were using their statutory powers. | Officials have agreed to the extra statutory  

payment, under the local government  

regulations.constitutionalright | reform | change | amendment | power | author

ityrelating to a country’s constitution (=the set of rules and principles by which a  

country is governed):Freedom of speech is one of our constitutional rights. | The new 

government announced a package of constitutional reforms. | Constitutional  

amendments require the approval of two thirds of the House and the 

Senate. | Congress has the constitutional power to prevent the president from 

travelling abroad. You can say that your actions are above board (=there is nothing  

illegal about them): The firm says they have nothing to hide and everything they do  

is above board. You can also say that someone acts or stays/keeps/remains  

within the law (=they do not do anything illegal): The protesters were careful  

to remain within the law and not cause any damage to property. ANTONYMS → illegal 

legend /ˈledʒənd/ noun  1. an old well-known story, often about brave people, 

adventures, or magical eventsADJECTIVESan old/ancient legend The story is based 
on an ancient legend.local legend According to local legend, the cave was the home of 
a witch.a popular legend (=one that many people believe) Many popular 

legends grew up about him.Greek/Roman etc legend In ancient Greek legend, the 
Chimera was part lion, part dragon, and part goat.Arthurian legend(s) (=the legends 
about King Arthur of Britain) The castle of Camelot plays an important role in Arthurian 

legend.VERBSbecome legend/pass into legend (=become a story that is told many 
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times by many people) The incident has since become legend.a legend grows 

(up) (=develops over time) The legend of his bravery grew after the battle.(the) 
legend says Legend says King Arthur’s sword was thrown into one of these lakes.the 

legend tells how The legend tells how the King of Troy offended Poseidon, the sea 
god.the legend goes (=says) Spartacus refused to flee, or so the legend goes.a 
legend is attached to sth (=connected with it) The forest has an unusual legend 

attached to it.PREPOSITIONSthe legend of sth In class, we were told the legend of St 
George and the dragon.legends about sb/sth Legends about her date from the dawn 
of Christianity.according to legend According to legend, he escaped by leaping from 

the cliffs into the sea.PHRASESlegend has it that (=says that) Legend has it 
that Rhodes was home to the sun god Helios. | Local legend has it that the island was 
the original Garden of Eden.be the subject of legend also be the stuff of 

legend (=have stories told about it) The island has long been the subject of 
legend.myths and legends I read all the Greek myths and legends.2. someone 
famous who is admired for being very good at doing somethingADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ legenda living legend (=someone famous who is still alive or still doing a particular 
activity) He became a living legend in his own time.a music legend The body of music 
legend James Brown was buried today.a rock/blues/jazz etc legend He was 

overjoyed to meet blues legend Chuck Berry.a guitar/drums/ piano etc 
legend guitar legend Jimi Hendrixa football/basketball/ tennis etc legend They 
plan to erect a statue of football legend George Best in his home city of Belfast.a 

sporting legend BrE a sports legend AmE Zidane is seen as a sporting legend in 
football-crazy south-east Asia.a racing legend (=a famous motor racing driver) We 
have an interview with former racing legend Niki Lauda.a 

screen/movie/Hollywood/Bollywood legend (=a famous film star) It is the screen 
legend's first movie in ten years. 

legendary /ˈledʒəndəri $ -deri/ adjective  THESAURUS > famous 

legislation /ˌledʒəˈsleɪʃən, ˌledʒɪˈsleɪʃən/ noun  a law or set of lawsVERBS 

+ legislationbring in/introduce legislation The government introduced 
legislation banning smoking in public places.pass/adopt/approve 
legislation (=officially approve it so that it becomes law) Legislation was passed to 

ban the use of child labour.enact legislation formal (=make it into a law) The new 
government promised to enact legislation protecting human rights.draw up/draft 

legislation (=write it) She is a member of the committee that 
is drafting the legislation.propose legislation (=suggest it) The government proposed 
legislation on data protection.call for legislation (=ask for it) Environmental groups 

are calling for stricter legislation on car emissions.amend/revise legislation (=make 
changes to it) We will amend existing legislation to address these problems.block 
legislation (=stop it from becoming law) Opposition parties will try to block the 

legislation.legislation + VERBSlegislation comes into effect/force (=it starts to be 
the law) The new legislation on income tax comes into effect in March.legislation 
allows sth The Russian government passed legislation to allow the sale of private 

property.legislation prohibits/prevents sth Legislation prevents the import and 
export of certain types of drug.legislation requires sth The new legislation will 
require newspapers to be printed on recycled paper.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ legislationnew legislation The government has promised new legislation to deal with 
the problem.existing/current legislation Current legislation does not cover gay 
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partnerships.proposed legislation (=which some people are 

suggesting) The proposed legislation would make medical uses of the drug 
legal.government legislation New government legislation will force manufacturers to 

label their products more accurately.federal legislation AmE (=for the whole of the 
United States, not just one state) Federal legislation is usually drafted by congressional 
committees.national legislation National legislation defines the powers of local 

authorities.health and safety legislation Health and safety legislation requires all 
construction workers to wear protective headgear.anti-terrorism legislation The 
House of Representatives is expected to pass new anti-terrorism 

legislation today.PREPOSITIONSunder legislation (=according to it) Under the 
new legislation, the police can hold terrorism suspects for several days.PHRASESa piece 
of legislation The most important piece of legislation was the Prevention of Fraud Act. 

legitimate /ləˈdʒɪtəmət/ adjective  THESAURUS > legal (2) 

leisure /ˈleʒə $ ˈliːʒər/ noun  time when you are not working or studying and can 

relax and do things you enjoyleisure + NOUNSleisure time My parents spend most of 
their leisure time gardening. | Most people now enjoy shorter working hours and 

more leisure time.a leisure activity/interest Watching TV is now the nation’s most 
popular leisure activity. | Many people have little time after work for leisure 
activities.leisure pursuits formal (=leisure activities) Golfing and fishing were among 

his many leisure pursuits.a leisure centre/complex BrE (=a place where you can 
play sports etc) The local leisure centre has a swimming pool and a sauna.leisure 
facilities (=different places where you can play sports etc) The leisure facilities in the 

town are very good. | The hotel has various leisure facilities, including a swimming pool 
and sauna.the leisure industry/sector The leisure sector has experienced huge 
growth in recent years.a leisure group (=a group of companies in the leisure 

industry) The leisure group reported record profits last year.VERBShave leisure For the 
first time, he had sufficient leisure to write. 

leisurely /ˈleʒəli $ ˈliːʒərli/ adjective  THESAURUS > slow 

lend /lend/ verb  to let someone borrow money or something that belongs to you 

for a short time: Can you lend me £10 until tomorrow?PREPOSITIONSlend sth to 
sb I lent my racket to Dave and I haven’t got it back yet.PHRASESagree to lend sb 

sth The hospital agreed to lend us a wheelchair.be willing/unwilling to lend sb 

sth A lot of banks are unwilling to lend money to new businesses.THESAURUS: 

lendlet sb use sth/let sb have sthto let someone use something that belongs to  

you for a short time, especially a room, a house, or something big and 

expensive:Some friends are letting us use their house while they are on 

vacation. | Dad said he’d let me have his car for the weekend.be on loanif something  

is on loan, it has been lent to a person or organization in an official way – often used 

about a library book or a work of art:The museum has an exhibition of paintings on 

loan from the Louvre. | According to the computer, this book is still out on loan.  

length /leŋθ/ noun  1. how long something is from one end to the 

otherADJECTIVESthe total/overall length The total length of the railway line is 650 

kilometres.the average length The worms grow to an average length of 10 cm.the 
whole/full/entire length The camera looks down the full length of the street. | He 
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walked along the entire length of the train.a maximum/minimum 

length The maximum length of a filename is 10 characters.medium length She 
has medium length hair.VERBSmeasure the length of sth We measured the length 

of the room. | The children measured the length of their shadows at three different 
times of day.adjust/alter the length of sth You can adjust the length of the 
strap.grow to/reach a length of 2 metres/8 feet etc A blue whale can reach a 

length of 30 metres. | Some fish can grow to a length of four feet.have a length of 1 
metre/8 feet etc These leaves have a length of about 7 cm.PREPOSITIONSthe length 

of sth The average length of the snake is about 30 centimetres. When talking about  

the length of something, you can say that it is 4 inches/10 centimetres etc  

long. PHRASESbe 100 metres/3 miles etc in length The hotel pool is 15 metres in 

length.of different lengths You’ll need several pieces of string of different lengths.of 
equal/the same length She drew two lines of equal length.cut sth to length (=so 
that it is the right length) Use a saw to cut the wood to length.increase in length The 

icicles increase in length as more water freezes.double/twice the length of 
sth (=two times longer than it) This scarf is twice the length of the other one.half the 
length of sth (=half as long as it) Your legs are about half the length of your 

body.three/four/ten etc times the length of sth Their garden is three times the 
length of this room.go/run the length of sth also extend the length of 
sth formal (=go from one end of it to the other) A long corridor ran the length of the 

building.walk/drive/travel the length of sth (=go from one end of it to the 
other) We travelled the length of Chile during our trip.along the length of sth (=from 
one end of it to the other) There are houses all along the length of the road.down the 

length of sth (=from the top to the bottom) He scanned quickly down the length of 
the column.2. how much time something lasts from beginning to endADJECTIVESthe 

average length What is the average length of a stay in hospital?the usual/normal 
length The usual length of a movie is about two hours.the minimum/maximum 
length Your presentation should have a maximum length of 20 minutes.the full 

length of sth (=all of something) I stayed with him for the full length of his 
visit.VERBSreduce/cut/shorten the length of sth He decided to reduce the length 
of his speech. | They cut the length of the ballet from three hours to two.increase the 

length of sth People try many things to increase the length of their lives.PHRASESbe 
20 minutes/an hour etc in length The test will be 30 minutes in length.a length of 
time Next time, I’ll stay for a shorter length of time.length of stay (=how long 

someone stays somewhere) The average length of stay in the hotel is four 
nights.length of service (=how long someone has worked for a company) Your 
pension depends on your length of service. 

lengthy /ˈleŋθi/ adjective  THESAURUS > long (2) 

lesson /ˈlesən/ noun  1. a period of time in which someone is taught a particular 

skill or subjectADJECTIVES/NOUNS + lessona history/physics/maths etc lesson I 
have a history lesson this afternoon.a piano/guitar etc lesson You’ll be late for 

your guitar lesson.a swimming/dancing/driving etc lesson My sister is 
taking driving lessons.a practical lesson (=involving doing things with your 
hands) Children prefer practical lessons to ones where they have to sit and listen.a 

private lesson (=when you pay someone to teach you alone or in a small group) He 
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gave private lessons in mathematics at the weekends.an individual lesson (=teaching 

one person) You can have individual lessons or learn to ski as part of a group.a 
good/interesting lesson I’m always looking for ways to 

make lessons more interesting.a boring lesson It was such a boring lesson, he almost 
fell asleep.a weekly lesson She has her weekly tennis lesson on Saturdays.extra 
lessons Her father decided she needed extra maths lessons.first/second/last 

lesson BrE (=first, second etc in a school day) We have chemistry last lesson.a double 
lesson BrE (=one that is twice as long as a normal lesson) Science on Tuesdays is 
a double lesson.VERBShave a lesson I have swimming lessons on Fridays.take 

lessons (=have them regularly – not used for saying where or when someone has 
lessons) He started taking piano lessons at age four.go to a lesson also attend a 
lesson formal I have to go to my French lesson now.miss/skip a lesson (=not go to 

it) Her parents found out she had been skipping lessons.give lessons (=teach 
them) She made extra money giving English lessons.teach a lesson also take a 
lesson Which teacher taught the lesson? | I had to take a lesson for a colleague who 

was away.plan/prepare a lesson Teachers spend a long 
time preparing their lessons.observe a lesson (=watch someone teach it) The 
principal has come to observe the lesson.lesson + NOUNSa lesson plan (=that a 

teacher uses to teach a lesson) It is important to have a clear lesson 
plan.PREPOSITIONSa lesson about/on sth I enjoyed the lessons on art 
history.in/during a lesson She was always talking during lessons. | The teacher spoke 

to every child in the lesson.a lesson in sth It was my first lesson in advanced 
driving.2. something that provides experience or information that you can learn 
fromVERBSlearn a lesson I learnt a lesson I will never forget.serve as a lesson (=be 

a lesson) Let this serve as a lesson to you.provide a lesson Can what 
happened provide a lesson for other organizations?give sb a lesson They 
are giving their rivals a lesson in how to survive in a recession.draw lessons from 

sth (=learn from it) We can draw lessons from the past.teach sb a 

lesson It taught me an important lesson about life. Teach sb a lesson also means to  

punish someone for something they have done, so they do not do it again: I’m going  

to teach him a lesson! ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + lessonan important lesson He learnt 

an important lesson about relationships.a useful lesson There were some useful 
lessons for British companies.a valuable lesson (=very useful) I learnt a valuable 
lesson: never waste time.a salutary lesson (=one that is unpleasant but teaches you 

something important) Losing money in this way taught Jones a salutary lesson.a 
harsh/bitter/painful lesson (=one that teaches you something in a very unpleasant 
way) The boy had learned a harsh lesson from doing something silly.a moral 

lesson (=about right and wrong) The stories both entertain and provide moral 
lessons.an object lesson (=that shows you the right or wrong way of doing 
something) The way ants work is an object lesson in order and organization.a life 

lesson (=an experience that teaches you more about life) It was an important life 
lesson: you can’t make someone love you.PREPOSITIONSthe lessons of sth We need 
to learn the lessons of history.a lesson from sth The general lesson from this is that 

it’s better to tell the truth.a lesson in (doing) sth It was a lesson in not using cheap 
materials.a lesson to sb This should be a lesson to all parents. 

lethargic /ləˈθɑːdʒɪk $ -ˈθɑːr-/ adjective  THESAURUS > slow 
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letter /ˈletə $ -ər/ noun  1. a message that you write to someone on 

paperADJECTIVES/NOUNS + lettera long/short letter She wrote me a long letter, 
telling me all her news.a one-/three-/ten- etc. page letter Send us a one-page 
letter about why you want the job.a business letter In business letters, you often use 

phrases such as “I would be grateful if...”.an official letter I received an official 
letter thanking me for my enquiry.a formal/informal letter The letter sounded very 
formal.a personal letter I don’t want him reading my personal letters.a love letter A 

boy in my class wrote me a love letter.a thank-you letter Mum made me write thank-
you letters for all my birthday presents.a covering letter BrE a cover 
letter AmE (=that you send with a job application) Always enclose a cover letter with 

your resume.a strongly-worded letter (=expressing your disapproval in a very direct 
way) I sent a strongly-worded letter to the manager, complaining about the service in 
his shop.VERBSwrite a letter He wrote a letter inviting her to visit.read a letter May 

I read her letter?sign a letter I forgot to sign the letter!send a letter The school sent 
a letter to all the children’s parents.post a letter BrE mail a letter AmE Could 
you post this letter for me?get/receive a letter I got a letter from my mother.open a 

letter Bill opened the letter and read it.reply to/answer a letter I never answered 
his letter.a letter is addressed to sb (=has their name and address on the 

envelope) The letter was addressed to Mr John Appleby.a letter is dated sth (=has a 
particular date on it) Thank you for your letter dated March 4th.a letter 
comes/arrives The letter arrived the following day.PREPOSITIONSa letter from 

sb I’ve had a letter from Sam.a letter to sb Someone had been reading her letters 
to her boyfriend.a letter about/concerning sth I get a lot of letters about this 
subject.in a letter He said in his letter that he was moving house.by letter We only 

communicate by letter.a letter of complaint I wasn’t satisfied with the service I had 
received and I wrote the company a letter of complaint.Don’t say a complaint letter.2. a 
sign used in writing to represent speech soundsADJECTIVEScapital letters also upper 

case letters formal (=A, B, C etc) Fill out the form in capital letters.small 
letters also lower case letters formal (=a, b, c etc) In McCartney, the first ‘c’ is 
written in small letters.double letters (=two of the same letter written 

together) Words with double letters are often spelt wrong.a silent letter (=one which 
is written but not pronounced) There is a silent letter in the word ‘know’.the first 

letter What’s the first letter of his name? Instead of saying the first letter of a  

word is p, you can say that it begins with p: I can’t remember her name, but  

it begins with R. PHRASESthe letter a/the letter y etc The letter e is used more 

often than any other in English.the letters of the alphabet Songs can help children 
learn the letters of the alphabet.in capital/small/big etc letters The title was printed 
in capital letters. 

level1 /ˈlevəl/ noun  1. the amount or degree of somethingADJECTIVESa 

high/low level The monkeys showed a high level of intelligence. | The level of salt in 
his diet was too high. | Inflation fell to its lowest level in 30 years. | The level of violent 

crime is higher than ten years ago.a record level (=more than ever before) Sales have 
reached record levels.the usual/normal level The temperature has now returned to 
its usual level for this time of year.the minimum/maximum level Companies try to 

pay the minimum level of tax. | What is the minimum level of income you need to 
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earn?an average level She has an average level of fitness for her age.the 

general/overall level This will have no effect on the overall level of 
unemployment.the current/present level The government’s current level of 

borrowing is too high.the right level Her report had just the right level of detail.an 
excessive level (=too much) There was an excessive level of alcohol in his blood.the 
recommended/permitted level His weight is above the recommended level. | The air 

contained more than 10 times the permitted level of pollutants.an acceptable 
level Noise must be kept to an acceptable level.the desired level (=the level you 
want) Change the volume on your phone to the desired level.a safe/dangerous 

level Dangerous levels of carbon monoxide were found in the house.the necessary 
level also the required level formal They failed to provide the necessary level of 
safety.VERBS + levelmeasure the level of sth A special machine measures the level 

of radiation.monitor the level of sth (=check the level and how it changes) The level 
of humidity in the room is constantly monitored.control/regulate the level of 
sth (=make it not fall or rise too much) Your kidneys regulate the level of calcium in 

your blood.assess/determine the level of sth (=find out what it is) How can 
you assess a person’s stress levels?increase/raise/improve the level of sth Healthy 
eating can increase your energy levels. | You can improve your level of 

concentration.reduce/lower the level of sth You need to reduce your 
stress levels.achieve/reach a level China’s imports of 
wheat reached record levels.exceed a level (=be more than it) Companies can be 

fined for exceeding permitted pollution levels.stay/remain at a level The fees are 
likely to remain at current levels.maintain a level (=keep it the same) It’s difficult 
to maintain the same level of physical fitness.set the level of sth (=say what it will 

be) Who sets pay levels?level + VERBSa level rises/goes up/increases The level of 
unemployment has increased.a level goes 
down/decreases/drops/falls Pollution levels have fallen slightly.a level 

plummets (=it goes down very quickly) His blood sugar level plummeted to 30.a level 
soars (=it increases to a very high level) The level of unemployment soared to 25%.a 
level varies/fluctuates (=it changes) Unemployment levels vary according to the 

time of year. | Why do carbon dioxide levels fluctuate so much?NOUNS + levelnoise 
levels Noise levels at the factory are too high.price/income/wage levels Wage 
levels had failed to keep up with inflation. | Pay levels are too high.pollution levels We 

hope to reduce pollution levels.sb’s stress levels I find exercise helps with my stress 
levels.sb’s energy levels Getting a good night’s sleep helps your energy levels.sb’s 
fitness level Her fitness level is better than that of most 20-year-olds.sb’s blood-

sugar/cholesterol/hormone level (=the amount of a particular substance in your 
blood) A simple blood test will measure your cholesterol level.staffing levels (=the 
number of people working somewhere) Nurses are always complaining about staffing 

levels.stock levels (=the amount of goods available to sell) A computer system is used 
to check stock levels.PREPOSITIONSthe level of sth The level of pollution is much too 
high.at a level Inflation is at a fairly low level.above/below a level If your score 

is above a certain level, you could win a prize. | Prices dropped below the level of the 
previous year.PHRASESbe on a level with sth (=be the same as something) Sales 

were roughly on a level with last month.THESAURUS: level→ amount2. the 

height of somethingNOUNS + levelwater level The water level is almost up to the 
deck.sea level (=the height on the Earth reached by the sea) The highest point of the 

island is only 16 feet above sea level.ground level Cut the plants to about an inch 
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above ground level.street level The front window was at street 

level.knee/waist/ankle level Soon the snow was up to knee level.eye level Hold the 
page at eye level.floor level Damp at floor level is often caused by leaking 

pipes.ADJECTIVESa high/low level The oil in the tank was at a low 
level.VERBSchange/adjust the level of sth You can adjust the level of the 
shelves.lower/raise the level of sth How do you lower the level of the 

chair? | Melting ice caps are raising the level of the oceans.fall/rise to a level The ski 
lift rises to a level of 3,250 metres.PREPOSITIONSabove a level Hold your hands 
out above shoulder level.below a level Part of the house is below ground level. | One 

flag was flying at a higher level than all the others.PHRASESbe on a level with 
sth (=be at the same level) Her eyes were on a level with his nose.3. a particular 
standard of skill or ability, for example in education or sportADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ levela high/low level He plays football at a very high level.a basic level She has 
a basic level of skill.elementary/intermediate/advanced level The students have 
all reached an advanced level in English. | Much of the teaching is at an elementary 

level. | This is an intermediate level course.degree level She studied French to degree 
level.graduate/postgraduate level (=after completing a first degree) Some students 
continue studying economics at postgraduate level.VERBSachieve/reach/attain a 

level Students can expect to achieve a high level of skill. | Her sailing ability 
has reached a level where it is safe for her to be on the boat alone.PREPOSITIONSlevel 
of sth Her level of English is extremely high.at a level Her reading skills are still at 

a low level.above/below a level If you are above intermediate level, you might find 
some of these exercises too easy. | Is the course below degree level?PHRASESat the 
highest/top level (=against the best teams or people) You need a lot of 

determination to compete at the top level.at national/international level She has 
played the sport at international level. | Some club members have played basketball at 
a national level.4. a particular position in an organization, industry, or 

societyADJECTIVESa high/low level He reached a high level in the company.the 
upper level People at the upper levels of society do not always appreciate these 
problems.senior level (=a high level in an organization) There are very few women 

managers at the most senior level.VERBSreach a level How long does it take 
to reach the level of senior nurse?rise to a level He rose to the level of vice-
president.PHRASESat board level BrE (=by the directors and owners of a 

company) The most important decisions are made at board level.at ministerial 
level (=by government ministers) The project was approved at ministerial level.at an 
international/global level (=with people or organizations from other countries) The 

company operates at an international level.at a local/regional level (=with people or 
organizations in the local area) Committees were set up at a local level.at a grass-
roots level (=the ordinary people, not the leaders) We are hoping for full participation 

at the grass-roots level. 

level2 /ˈlevəl/ adjective  THESAURUS > flat1 

liability /ˌlaɪəˈbɪləti, ˌlaɪəˈbɪlɪti/ noun  legal responsibility for 

somethingVERBShave liability Who has liability for the accident?accept/admit 
liability We accept no liability for damage whilst the goods are being 
transported.assume liability formal (=take responsibility) The credit card 

company assumes liability for any illegal use of the card.face liability (=be 
responsible) His parents now face liability for his unpaid bills.deny liability (=say you 
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are not responsible) The travel company continued to deny liability for Mr Peck’s 

death.avoid/escape liability He escaped liability by proving that he had done 
everything he could to avoid the accident.limit/restrict sb’s liability A clause in the 

contract limits our liability.incur liability formal (=become responsible) You can incur 
liability even before signing a contract.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + liabilityfull 
liability (=complete) The other driver accepted full liability for the accident.limited 

liability (=not for all debts or money lost) If a company has limited liability, that does 
not mean it has no liability at all.unlimited liability (=for all debts or money 
lost) Under the agreement, the insurance company has unlimited liability.legal 

liability What is the legal liability of an employer if an employee is injured at 
work? | Tenants have legal liability for any damage they cause.criminal liability (=for 
injury or damage that can be punished by law because it is a crime) A child under the 

age of ten cannot face criminal liability for its behaviour.civil liability (=for injury or 
damage that can be punished by law, but is not a crime) A company operating a ship 
which spills oil into the sea will face civil liability.personal liability (=a person is 

legally responsible) Directors can incur personal liability for errors made by their 
companies.public liability (=for injury or loss to a member of the public, for which 
they can try to get money from you in court) You will need public liability insurance in 

case one of your employees accidentally injures someone.tax liability (=the amount of 
tax someone has to pay) The government has increased the tax liability on company 
cars.PREPOSITIONSliability for sth You have full liability for any debts.liability to 

sth He has no liability to income tax.liability + NOUNSa liability claim (=a statement 
that someone is responsible for something and should pay for it) A liability claim was 
made by a consumer injured by the product.liability insurance/cover (=insurance 

that protects you against a liability claim) Liability insurance is important in case 
someone makes a claim against you. 

liar /ˈlaɪə $ -ər/ noun  someone who deliberately says things that are not 

trueADJECTIVESa good/accomplished liar He’s a good liar and we didn’t suspect a 
thing. | He’s an accomplished liar who lies as easily as other men breathe.a 
terrible/poor/rotten liar I’m such a rotten liar, nobody believed me for a minute.a 

habitual/chronic liar formal (=who lies a lot) Drug users are often habitual 
liars trying to cover up their addiction.a compulsive/congenital/pathological 
liar formal (=who lies a lot because it is part of their personality) She seems to be a 

congenital liar who will say anything to stay out of trouble.you little/big liar informal I 
never said that, you little liar!VERBScall sb a liar (=say that someone is lying) Are 
you calling me a liar?accuse sb of being a liar I’m not accusing you of being a liar, 

just of being mistaken.be branded a liar (=called a liar in public or by many 
people) She was branded a liar for trying to tell the truth. 

liberty /ˈlɪbəti $ -ər-/ noun (plural liberties)  the freedom to do what you want 

and not be controlled by othersADJECTIVEScomplete/perfect liberty You 
have complete liberty to write whatever you like.basic/fundamental 
liberties (=freedoms that everyone has a right to) Freedom of speech and freedom of 

religion are basic liberties.individual/personal liberty (=of ordinary people) The new 
law is a threat to individual liberty.civil liberties (=the rights of all people to do what 
they want while respecting other people’s rights) He argues that secret cameras in 

public places threaten our civil liberties.religious/political liberty The American 
Constitution protects religious liberty. | The party has a tradition of fighting for 
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increased political liberty.human liberty In her book, she discusses the nature 

of human liberty.VERBShave the liberty to do sth You have the liberty to leave 
whenever you like.give/allow sb the liberty to do sth Should people be allowed the 

liberty to take their own lives?protect/defend/safeguard sb’s liberty The 
constitution exists to protect the liberty of the citizens. | How can we 
best safeguard our liberties?threaten/endanger sb’s liberty The government should 

not be so powerful that it threatens individual liberty.fight for liberty They fought for 
liberty during the revolution.guarantee sb’s liberty The new government promised 
to guarantee civil liberty.take away sb’s liberty/deprive sb of their liberty He had 

been wrongly deprived of his liberty.lose your liberty He would 
rather lose his liberty than pay the fine.infringe on/restrict sb’s liberty (=limit 
it) Will the new security measures infringe on our liberty?PHRASESbe at liberty to do 

sth (=be able to do something) I am not at liberty to discuss the case.loss of 
liberty He claimed that preventing people using their cars represented a loss of 
liberty.an attack on/a threat to sb’s liberty These new laws are an attack 

on our liberty. | We believe ID cards represent a threat to individual liberty.an 
infringement of sb’s liberty (=something that takes away someone’s liberty) It is a 
serious infringement of their liberty.the right to liberty Everyone has the right to 

liberty. 

library /ˈlaɪbrəri, -bri $ -breri/ noun (plural libraries)  a room or building 

containing books that can be looked at or borrowedADJECTIVES/NOUNS + librarythe 

school/university/college library She was studying in the college library.a public 
library Our public libraries need more support.your local library This information is 
available at your local library.a reference library (=one that does not lend books, so 

you read them there) The reference library contains a collection of documents relating 
to slavery.a lending library (=one that lends books) Lending libraries became 
increasingly popular in Victorian times.a private library He has his own private 

library at home.a specialist library (=with books on a particular subject) You might 
find what you’re looking for in a specialist library.a research library (=with a lot of 
materials for doing research) The university has one of the best research libraries in the 

world.a well-stocked library (=with a lot of books) The journals are available from 
any well-stocked library.a film/video library The television company has a big film 
library.a hospital/prison library You can borrow books from the hospital library.a 

mobile library BrE (=a small library inside a vehicle) A mobile library visits the village 
once a week.VERBSgo to/visit the library I need to go to the library to return some 
books.use the library You can use the library before or after school.borrow sth from 

the library Books, CDs, DVDs, and magazines can be borrowed from the library.take 
sth out of the library also check sth out of the library AmE Someone took it out of 
the library on March 4th. | You can check out up to ten books from the library.take sth 

back/return sth to the library Have you taken those books back to the 
library?library + NOUNSa library book She’s gone into town to change her library 
books.a library card (=a card that proves you are a member of a library) You need 

your library card in order to take out books.the library catalogue BrE the library 
catalog AmE (=the list of books in a library) Students need to be taught how to use 
the computerised library catalogue.library shelves Some books have not been taken 

from library shelves for years.library staff If you have problems finding a book, ask a 
member of the library staff.a library user (=someone who borrows books from a 
library) Library users have been protesting against plans to close the local 
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library.PREPOSITIONSat a library I’ll meet you at the library.in a library There’s a 

copy of that book in the school library. 

licence BrE license AmE /ˈlaɪsəns/ noun  an official document giving you 

permission to own or do something for a period of timeVERBS + licencehave a 

licence also hold a licence formal He doesn’t have a licence to fish in the lake. | You 
must hold a full driving licence.apply for a licence The company applied for an 
export licence for its products. | A doctor who moves to another state must apply for a 

license to practice medicine there.get/obtain a licence Pilots must fly for at least fifty 
hours before getting their licence.give sb a licence also grant sb a licence formal He 
was granted his flying instructor’s license.issue (sb with) a licence They do thorough 

checks before issuing a gun licence.deny/refuse sb a licence Why was 
she refused the licence?lose your licence (=it is taken away from you) The police 
caught him driving while drunk and he will now lose his licence. | Persistent offenders 

face losing their licence.take away sb’s licence also revoke sb’s licence formal The 
doctor had his license taken away after he was found to be abusing drugs.suspend 
sb’s licence (=stop it temporarily) They may suspend your license until the matter is 

resolved.renew a licence (=arrange for it to continue for longer) My licence expired 
and I forgot to renew it. | The licence must be renewed yearly.need a 

licence also require a licence formal You need a licence to be a pilot.licence + VERBSa 
licence runs out also a licence expires formal (=it officially ends and you can no 
longer use it) Her driver’s license had expired.a licence allows/permits sth A 

marriage licence allows you to get married.a licence authorizes sth The licence 
authorizes the sale of alcoholic drinks.a licence enables sb to do sth You need 
a licence enabling you to drive a commercial vehicle.a licence applies to 

sth This licence applies only to purchases made after January 1st 
2009.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + licencea special licence You need a special licence to keep 
dangerous dogs.a valid licence He was charged with driving without a valid licence.a 

full licence (=not temporary and with no restrictions) Make sure your adviser has 
a full operating licence.a temporary licence The factory has operated under 
a temporary licence for 5 years.a provisional licence BrE (=a temporary driving 

licence before you get your full licence) Learner drivers need to obtain a provisional 
licence.a driving licence BrE a driver’s license AmE Eighty per cent of 18 year olds 
have a driver’s license.a pilot’s licence She became the youngest woman to hold 

a pilot’s licence.a gun licence also a firearms licence formal (=allowing someone to 
own a gun) You don’t need to be trained in shooting to get a gun licence.a 
fishing/hunting licence He renewed his hunting license.an import/export 

licence (=allowing a company to import or export goods) An export licence was issued 
in August last year.a television licence BrE (=allowing you to use your 
television) Buying a television means you will need a television licence.a marriage 

licence (=allowing two people to marry) The couple signed their marriage licence.a 
software licence (=allowing someone to use computer software) The software 
license allows you to legally install the programs on your computer.an entertainment 

licence (=allowing a place to put on plays, concerts etc) If an entertainment licence is 
granted, arrangements for the show will start in a month.an operating 
licence (=allowing a business to operate) Countries can refuse operating licences to 

foreign firms.licence + NOUNSthe licence holder BrE (=the person who has a 
licence) The licence holder can drive any vehicle.a licence fee (=money you have to 
pay to get a licence) In the UK, all TV owners have to pay a licence fee.a licence 
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agreement People often don’t bother to read software licence agreements.a licence 

application The committee is considering the company’s licence application.a licence 
plate (=a sign with numbers on at the front and back of a car) a car with a 

foreign license platea licence number (=the number on a car’s license plate) Did you 
notice the licence number of the vehicle?PREPOSITIONSa licence for sth He didn’t 
have a licence for the gun.with/without a licence He was arrested for driving without 

a license.under licence (=if you have a licence) Certain types of goods can only be 
sold under licence. 

lid /lɪd/ noun  a cover for a container such as a pan or boxVERBSput/place the 

lid on sth Put the lid on the pan.close/shut the lid I put the apple core in the bin 

and closed the lid.screw the lid on (sth) Screw the lid on tightly.cover sth with a 
lid Cover the rice with a lid and cook for 10 minutes.open the lid She unlocked the old 
trunk and opened the lid.unscrew the lid I can’t unscrew the lid of this jam jar.take 

the lid off sth/remove the lid He took off the saucepan lid and sniffed the 
contents.lift the lid I lifted the lid of the box and looked inside.replace the lid (=put it 
back on) Always remember to replace the lid.ADJECTIVESa tight-fitting lid Cover the 

dish with a tight-fitting lid and cook for 1 hour.NOUNS + lida saucepan lid He lifted 
the saucepan lids to see what was for supper.a dustbin lid BrE a trash can 

lid AmE We were woken early in the morning by the clattering of dustbin lids.a coffin 
lid She threw a handful of soil down onto the coffin lid.a piano lid (=that you close to 
cover the piano keys) He slams the piano lid shut and walks off the stage. 

lie1 /laɪ/ verb  1. to deliberately tell someone something that is not 

true GrammarIn this meaning, the past tense and past participle are lied. ADVERBSlie 

repeatedly (=many times) He had repeatedly lied about his movements on the night 

of the murder.lie convincingly (=in a way that makes people believe you) My 
sister lied so convincingly that I believed everything she said.PREPOSITIONSlie to 
sb You lied to me!lie about sth The man had lied about his qualifications on his 

application.PHRASESbe lying through your teeth (=be saying something completely 
untrue) “How fast were you going?” “30 miles an hour,” said Slater, lying through his 

teeth.THESAURUS: lietell a lieto lie:I always know when he’s telling a lie. | You’d  

better stop telling lies about me.make up/inventexcuse | storyto invent a story,  

explanation etc in order to deceive someone. Invent is more formal than make up:I  

didn’t want to go so I made up an excuse and said I was busy. | He invented an 

elaborate story to explain his absence.2. to be in a position in which your body is flat 

on the floor, on a bed etc GrammarIn this meaning, the past tense is lay and the  

past participle is lain. ADVERBSlie awake That night, Alice lay awake for a long 

time.lie asleep He went into the room where his children lay asleep.lie 

quietly/peacefully The baby lay quietly in her room.lie unconscious The two officers 
discovered a man lying unconscious on the living room floor.lie dead She found her 
husband lying dead in the hallway.lie still (=not moving) You won’t get to sleep unless 

you lie still.lie motionless (=not moving – used when someone is dead or very badly 
hurt) The body lay motionless on the ground.PREPOSITIONSlie in bed You’re not going 
to lie in bed all day, are you?lie on the floor/ground/bed She saw a man lying on 

the ground.lie on your back/side/stomach She was lying on her back with her eyes 
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closed. Lie in or lie on?If you lie in bed, you have the sheets and blankets on top of  

you. If you lie on the bed, you lie on top of the sheets and blankets. PHRASESlie 

face down He was lying face down on the grass.lie sleeping/dying/watching sth 

etc (=doing something while lying down) I held his hand as he lay 

sleeping.THESAURUS: liesprawlto lie with your arms and legs spread out, in an  

untidy way:Becky sprawled on the sofa. | John lay sprawled across the bed. | The 

blow sent him sprawling. | She lost her balance and went sprawling on the 

floor.recline formalto lie or sit in a very relaxed way, usually with your head and back 

leaning against something:Guests reclined on cushions on the floor. | He spent the 

afternoon reclining in a chair in the garden.be stretched outto be lying down with  

your body straight and flat:Sarah was stretched out on her bed. | For the next four  

hours we lay stretched out on the sand.  

lie2 noun  something you say that you know is untrueADJECTIVESa 

complete/total/outright lie (=something that is completely untrue) Of course the 
whole thing was a complete lie. | She didn’t want to tell her mother an outright lie.a 
white lie (=a small lie that you tell someone for good reasons, for example to avoid 

hurting their feelings) We all have to tell white lies sometimes.a downright lie (=used 
when something is clearly a lie, especially when you feel annoyed) That’s a downright 
lie. I never said any such thing!a vicious lie (=very unkind and very untrue) He told 

the court that it was a vicious lie from beginning to end.a blatant lie (=obvious) He 
felt sure Adams was not convinced by such blatant lies.a barefaced lie BrE a bald-
faced lie AmE (=an obvious lie that is told with no sense of shame) How can you stand 

there and tell me such a barefaced lie?an elaborate lie Her parents didn’t realize that 
it was all an elaborate lie.a big lie The lawyer said it was a “big lie” that Jones had not 

received the message.VERBSsth is a lie That’s a lie – I didn’t do it.tell (sb) a lie He 
got into trouble for telling a lie.believe a lie How could you believe his lies?spread 
lies (=tell them to a lot of people) How dare you spread such vicious lies?live a 

lie (=pretend all the time that you feel or believe something when you do not) I knew 
that I could not continue to live a lie.PREPOSITIONSa lie about sth She had told 
many lies about her past.Don’t say say a lie. Say tell a lie.PHRASESa pack of 

lies informal also a tissue of lies BrE formal (=a lot of lies) Everything he had told me 

was a pack of lies.THESAURUS: liewhite lie informala lie that you tell to avoid  

upsetting someone:We all tell white lies sometimes. For example if someone asks you 

if they look nice in their new dress, you're not going to say "No, you look  

horrible."fib informala lie, especially about something that is not very important – used 

especially by children:Have you been telling fibs?falsehood formala statement that is  

not true, especially one that is intended to give people the wrong idea about someone 

or something:He described the allegations as malicious falsehoods  

against him.untruth formala lie – used especially when you want to avoid saying the 

word lie:Some workers go off and tell untruths about the organisations for which they 

are working.fabrication formala story or claim that someone has invented in order to  

deceive someone, or the act of doing this:The claim was described as a fabrication by 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1257] 

the police prosecutor. | He dismissed the charges as pure fabrication.libel lawthe 

crime of writing lies that could make people have a bad opinion of someone, especially  

in a newspaper or magazine:She sued the newspaper for libel. | The country has  

tough libel laws.slander lawthe crime of speaking lies that could make people have a  

bad opinion of someone, or an untrue statement which does this:He’s threatening  

to sue them for slander. | It was a slander on the good name of the company. | Linking  

his name to terrorism was a slander.porky BrE informala lie – a very informal use:He’s  

been telling porkies again. The word porkie comes from pork pie, which rhymes  

with lie.  

life /laɪf/ noun (plural lives /laɪvz/)  1. the state of being aliveVERBSsave sb’s 

life The money you give will save the life of a child.risk your life Two 
firefighters risked their lives to save the children.lose your life (=die) Hundreds of 

people lost their lives on the first day of the fighting.take a life/take sb’s life (=kill 
someone) All cultures consider it wrong to take a life for no reason.take your own 
life (=kill yourself) He was depressed and decided to take his own life.cost lives/cost 

sb their life (=result in someone’s death) That decision may have cost him his 
life.claim sb’s life formal (=cause someone to die) The disease claimed the lives of up 
to a quarter of the population.give your life/lay down your life (=die in order to 

save other people, or because of a strong belief) These men gave their lives during the 
war to keep us free.endanger sb’s life (=make someone likely to die because of your 

actions) By driving too fast you are endangering the lives of yourself and other road 
users.spare sb’s life (=not kill someone, when you could kill them) She begged him 
to spare the life of her son.owe your life to sb (=be still alive because of someone’s 

actions) The victim said he owed his life to the stranger who helped him.PHRASESshow 
no signs of life (=seem to be dead) She was taken to the hospital showing no signs of 
life.be fighting for your life (=be so ill or injured that you might die) One badly 

burned man was fighting for his life in hospital.cling to/onto life (=try to stay alive, 
even though you are very ill or injured) She clung to life, despite suffering terrible 
injuries.be in fear for/of your life (=be afraid that you might die) He is in fear of his 

life after threats by former drug associates.take your life in your hands (=put 
yourself in a dangerous situation) Just crossing this road is taking your life in your 
hands.loss of life There was only minor damage to property and no loss of life.the 

right to life The right to life is the most basic of human rights.life after death Do you 
believe in life after death?2. the time someone is aliveADJECTIVES/NOUNS + lifesb’s 
whole/entire life This is the best day of my whole life.sb’s adult life He spent his 

entire adult life in France.sb’s early life We don’t know much about the poet’s early 
life.a long life We wish you a long and happy life.a short life He spent all of his short 
life in hospital.a past/previous life She believes she must have done something 

wrong in a previous life.VERBSspend your life I’ve spent my whole life in this 
town.end your life (=die or kill yourself) What makes someone want to end their 
life?prolong (sb’s) life (=make someone live longer) Drugs against HIV can prolong 

life in a person with AIDS.shorten (sb’s) life Every cigarette you smoke can shorten 
your life by five minutes.life + NOUNSa life member He’s a life member of the club.a 
life sentence/life imprisonment (=a punishment of life in prison) He received a life 

sentence for the murder.life expectancy (=how long someone is likely to live) In some 
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areas, life expectancy is 49 years.sb’s life story She insisted on telling me her 

whole life story.PREPOSITIONSin sb’s life For the first time in my life I was 
happy.throughout sb’s life Throughout her life she had always felt different from 

other people.for life (=for the whole of someone’s life) He was sent to prison for 
life.PHRASESall your life I’ve known John all my life.for the rest of your life She 
knew she’d feel guilty for the rest of her life.late in life (=when someone is fairly 

old) She married late in life.in later life (=when you are older) Poor diet can lead to a 
whole range of diseases in later life.go through life doing sth You can’t go through 
life worrying what people think of you.dedicate/devote your life to sth (=spend your 

life doing a particular activity) He dedicated his life to music.sb’s time of life At my 
time of life, I don’t think I can wear a mini-skirt.3. the way someone livesADJECTIVESa 
normal life After the operation, you should be able to lead a normal life.a 

happy/lonely/busy etc life On the whole, Dad has an easy life.a hard life (=full of 
problems) As a single mother of eight children, she had a hard life.a quiet life He 
wants a quiet life, while she wants to go out partying.a full life (=with many different 

activities) Before her illness, Rose enjoyed a full life.a sheltered life (=protected from 
unpleasant things) She had lived a sheltered life, and was shocked by the things she 
saw.a double life (=having two homes, families, or sets of activities, one of which is 

kept secret) Mary had no idea that her husband was leading a double life with another 
woman.VERBShave/lead/live a ... life She just wants to have a normal life.affect 
sb’s life These are decisions that affect people’s lives.change sb’s life Having a 

baby changes your life completely.enrich sb’s life (=make it better) Education can 
greatly enrich your life.rule sb’s life (=control and affect everything you do) You 
shouldn’t let your boyfriend rule your life.ruin sb’s life I’m not going to let this 

illness ruin my life.rebuild your life (=live normally again after something bad has 
happened) She is beginning to rebuild her life without her husband.start a new 
life They moved to Australia to start a new life.sb’s life revolves around sth (=it is 

the most important thing in someone’s life) Ken’s whole life revolved 
around surfing.PREPOSITIONSa life of crime/poverty/misery etc He had been drawn 
into a life of crime.PHRASESa way of life The tribe’s traditional way of life is under 

threat.4. the activities that are typical of a situation or jobADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ lifedaily/everyday life Communication using the internet is now part of everyday 
life.married life Are you enjoying married life?family life She left work and she now 

has a happy family life.college/student life Parties are an important part of student 
life.army life He missed the routine of army life.country/city/village etc life I like 
the slow pace of island life.political life Why do so few women enter political 

life?public life (=work, especially for the government, that makes you well known) Her 
drink problem forced her to retire from public life.sb’s social life (=the activities 
someone does to enjoy themselves) He has a great social life and is always going to 

parties.sb’s working life I have been with the same company all my working life.sb’s 
personal/private life (=involving close family and friends) There’s a lot going on 
in his personal life at the moment.sb’s home life She tried to find a balance 

between her home life and her career.sb’s love/sex life I don’t need advice about my 
love life.PHRASESfrom all walks of life/from every walk of life (=from many 

different jobs or positions in society) Our volunteers come from all walks of life. 

lifeless /ˈlaɪfləs/ adjective  THESAURUS > dead1 
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lifestyle /ˈlaɪfstaɪl/ noun  the way a person or group of people liveADJECTIVESa 

healthy/unhealthy lifestyle A healthy lifestyle includes taking exercise and not 
smoking.an active lifestyle (=with a lot of activities and exercise) There are many 
health benefits to an active lifestyle.a sedentary lifestyle (=with a lot of sitting down 

and not much exercise) As a writer, he has a sedentary lifestyle.a busy lifestyle Many 
people these days have a busy lifestyle.a hectic lifestyle (=very busy and full of 
activity) She has a hectic lifestyle, juggling a career with family life.a stressful 

lifestyle A stressful lifestyle may lead to illness.a comfortable lifestyle (=with 
enough money) He enjoyed a comfortable lifestyle after he retired from work.an 
extravagant/lavish lifestyle (=in which you spend a lot of money) How can he afford 

such an extravagant lifestyle?a simple lifestyle (=with few possessions or modern 
machines) He admired the simple lifestyle of the people who lived on the island.a 
modern/traditional lifestyle Some farming families wanted to maintain 

their traditional lifestyle. | In our busy modern lifestyles, we often do not have time to 
cook.an alternative lifestyle (=different from most people’s) We should respect 
people who choose alternative lifestyles.a nomadic lifestyle (=moving often from 

place to place) Because of his family’s nomadic lifestyle, he found it difficult to make 
friends.a millionaire/popstar lifestyle He lived a millionaire lifestyle with big houses 

and expensive boats.a rock ’n'roll lifestyle (=typical of rock bands, with parties, 
alcohol, and drugs) They’re not interested in the rock ’n'roll lifestyle – they just want to 
make music.VERBShave a ... lifestyle We had very different lifestyles.live/lead a ... 

lifestyle (=live in a particular way) I want to lead a healthier lifestyle. | I had enough 
money to live a comfortable lifestyle.change/improve your lifestyle You can help 
prevent heart disease by changing your lifestyle. | How can 

I improve my lifestyle?adopt a ... lifestyle (=start having one) Too many 
teenagers adopt an unhealthy lifestyle.choose a lifestyle She had chosen a 
lifestyle that her parents disapproved of.maintain a lifestyle (=keep it the same) You 

cannot maintain this lifestyle on your income.fit/suit sb’s lifestyle Choose a hobby 
that suits your lifestyle.encourage/promote a lifestyle (=try to make people have 
it) We need to encourage more active lifestyles.lifestyle + NOUNSa lifestyle 

change You can save energy without making dramatic lifestyle changes.a lifestyle 
choice (=a choice about how you live) For me, working part-time is a lifestyle choice.a 
lifestyle habit How can we prevent unhealthy lifestyle habits?lifestyle advice The 

magazine offers beauty tips, recipes, and lifestyle advice.a lifestyle 
magazine/show (=about health, home decorating, fashion etc) a glossy lifestyle 
magazine for womenPHRASESa change of/in lifestyle Her new job meant a 

complete change in lifestyle. 

lifetime /ˈlaɪftaɪm/ noun  the period of time during which someone is alive or 

something existsADJECTIVESa whole/entire lifetime He has lived here throughout 

his entire lifetime.a short/long lifetime She had learned a lot in her short 
lifetime. | In the course of a long lifetime, he improved the lives of many 
people.VERBSspend a lifetime I’ve spent a lifetime looking after other people.take a 

lifetime It can take a lifetime to develop this skill.last a lifetime Well-made golf clubs 
ought to last a lifetime.seem (like) a lifetime It seemed a lifetime since she’d gone to 

bed the night before. You often use a lifetime when you mean “a very long  

time”: There was enough food in the house to last a lifetime. lifetime + NOUNSa 
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lifetime ban (=saying someone cannot do something ever again in their life) He is 

facing a lifetime ban from athletics.sb’s lifetime earnings/income (=the amount 
someone earns in their life) Their lifetime earnings will be $2 million less than those of 

their male classmates.a lifetime guarantee (=a promise that something will work well 
all someone’s life) These binoculars are covered by a lifetime guarantee.a lifetime 
achievement award The singer received a lifetime achievement award in 

1992.PREPOSITIONSduring/in sb’s lifetime His works fetched high prices at 
auction during his lifetime. | Only about 100 of his poems were 
published in his lifetime.a lifetime of sth They face a lifetime of misery.PHRASESthe 

chance/experience/holiday etc of a lifetime (=the best one you will ever have or 
do) I’m offering you the chance of a lifetime.the habit of a lifetime (=a habit that 
someone has had all their life) It isn’t easy to break the habits of a lifetime.a lifetime’s 

work Almost a lifetime’s work has been destroyed.a lifetime’s experience She had a 
lifetime’s experience of cooking for people.once in a lifetime It was the kind of 

discovery that a scientist makes only once in a lifetime. The phrase once in a  

lifetime is often used before nouns: This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.  

lift1 /lɪft/ verb  1. to move something or someone upwards or to another 

placeNOUNSlift the lid/top/cover She lifted the lid of the pan to see if the soup was 

ready.lift a suitcase/case/bag My case was so heavy I could hardly lift it.lift a 
box/container/coffin The last two boxes were lifted onto the ship.lift your 

head/hand/arm/leg/finger Katie lifted her hand to shade her eyes.lift your 
glass/cup His hand was shaking as he lifted the glass to his lips.ADVERBSlift sb/sth 
carefully Lift the jug carefully, so that you don’t spill any of the liquid.lift sb/sth 

gently David gently lifted the child onto his shoulders.PREPOSITIONS/ADVERBSlift 
sb/sth up They lifted up the stone, to see what was underneath.lift sb/sth down Can 
you lift my bag down for me?lift sb/sth onto sth The nurses lifted Andrew onto the 

bed.THESAURUS: 

liftraisehead | hand | fist | finger | glass | cup | hat | gun | lid | bridgeto lift  

something to a higher position, usually for a short time before lowering it  

again. Raise is more formal than lift:She raised her head and looked at  

him. | He raised a hand to wave goodbye. | The man raised his fists as if he intended 

to hit me. | He starts to speak and she raises her finger to her lips (=makes a sign that  

she wants him to be quiet). | “Cheers, everyone!” said Larry, raising his glass. | Mr 

Rutherford always raised his hat when he saw me. | Philip raised the gun to his  

shoulder and fired two shots. | They raised the lid of the tomb and looked 

inside. | The bridge can be raised to allow ships to pass under  

it. Raise or lift?Raise is more formal than lift. You often use raise in certain fixed  

expressions. If you raise your glasses, you lift them up and then drink some  

alcohol, in order to celebrate something or wish someone good luck. If you raise  

your eyebrows, you move them up because you are surprised. If you raise your  
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hand, you put it in the air, especially because you want to speak in class or vote.You  

usually use raise when you lift something for a short time, for example your hat,  

your hand, a bridge etc. However, you can also use raise when talking about lifting  

up a ship that has sunk: They are planning to raise the ship from the bottom of the  

ocean.When talking about lifting things so that you can carry them, you usually  

use lift. You say lift a suitcase/bag (not ‘raise’ it). put your hand up/put up your  

handto lift your arm into the air, for example because you want to speak in class or  

when voting:Put your hand up if you know the right answer.hoistto lift up something  

which is heavy and difficult to carry, or to lift someone up:Joe picked up the sack  

and hoisted it onto the truck. | The crowd hoisted him onto their shoulders and carried  

him down the main street. You also use hoist about pulling up a flag, sail etc using a  

rope: They hoisted the flag up the pole. 2. to end an official order that stops someone 

from doing somethingTHESAURUS: lift→ cancel  

lift2 /lɪft/ noun BrE  a machine that takes people and goods from one level to 

another in a buildingVERBSthe lift goes up/down The doors closed and the lift went 
down.take the lift Take the lift to the fourth floor.use the lift He decided to walk up 
the stairs instead of using the lift.get into/out of the lift As I was getting into the lift, 

a voice shouted, “Wait for me!”step into/out of the lift Robert was waiting for her in 
the foyer as she stepped out of the lift.lift + NOUNSthe lift doors The lift 
doors opened.a lift shaft (=the passage in which a lift travels up and down) He was 

badly injured when he fell down a lift shaft. Lift is used in British English. In American  

English, people say elevator.  

light1 /laɪt/ noun  1. brightness from the sun, a flame, a lamp 

etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS + lightbright/strong light The light was so bright he had to 
shut his eyes.blinding/dazzling light (=extremely bright, so that you cannot see 

properly) The white buildings reflected a blinding light.dim light (=not 
bright) Gradually her eyes became accustomed to the dim light.poor/bad light (=not 
bright enough) The light was too poor for me to read.good light (=bright 

enough) Stand over here where the light is good.soft/warm light (=light that seems 
slightly yellow or orange) Her face was beautiful in the soft light of the 
candles.cold/harsh light (=light that seems slightly blue) Under the cold light of the 

moon, he built a fire.the morning light The flowers glowed brightly in the morning 
light.natural light (=from the sun, not electric lights) The only natural light came from 
two high windows.artificial light (=produced by electric lights) The office was 

windowless, lit only by artificial light. Sunlight, moonlight, firelight,  

and candlelight are written as one word. light + VERBSlight shines Light from the 

sun shines on the earth.light comes from somewhere The only light came from the 
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fire.light streams/floods in (=a large amount of light comes in) Light streamed 

in through the window.light falls on/across sth The light of the moon fell on her 
face.the light is fading (=it is getting darker as the sun is going down) The light was 

fading and we decided to go indoors.light illuminates sth (=makes it bright or able to 
be seen) The light from the screen illuminated the people gathered round it.VERBS 

+ lightproduce light also emit light formal The bulbs don’t produce much light.reflect 

light Snow reflects a lot of light.block (out) the light (=stop light reaching a 
place) Move away from the window – you’re blocking out the light.sth is bathed in 
light literary (=something has a lot of light shining on it) The fields and woods were 

bathed in golden light.cast light formal (=send light onto something) The lamp cast a 
gold circle of light.PREPOSITIONSlight from sth The light from a torch was all they had 
to guide them.in the light It’s a picture of a forest in the warm light of evening.into 

the light The man moved forward into the light.by the light of sth (=using a 
particular light to do something) I read by the light of the fire.PHRASESa 
beam/ray/shaft of light (=a thin line of light) There was a shaft of light from the 

doorway.a flash of light (=a bright light that appears suddenly for a very short 
time) A flash of light was followed by a deafening sound as the bomb exploded.a 
pool/circle of light (=an area of light) They stood in the pool of light cast by the 

streetlamp.a source of light also a light source (=something that produces light) The 
only source of light was a candle.2. something that produces light, especially electric 
lightADJECTIVES/NOUNS + lighta light is on All the lights in the house were on.a light 

is off/out Most people sleep with the light off.the bedroom/kitchen/bathroom etc 
light She could see that his bedroom light was on.an electric light He fitted an 
electric light inside the cupboard.a neon light (=using a gas to produce bright light 

used in advertising signs) I love the neon lights of Las Vegas.a bedside light She 
switched off the bedside light and went to sleep.a wall/ceiling light We’re having a 
mixture of wall lights and ceiling lights in different parts of the house.a warning 

light A warning light comes on if the engine gets too hot. Streetlight, headlight,  

and spotlight are written as one word. VERBS + lightturn on/switch on a 

light Switch the light on, please.turn off/switch off the light To save energy, turn 
the light off when you leave a room.leave the light on You’ve left the bathroom light 
on.shine a light somewhere The policeman shone a light down the hallway.dim a 

light (=make it shine less brightly) Most flights dim the lights for takeoff and 
landing.light + VERBSa light goes out/goes off Suddenly all the lights in the house 
went out.a light comes on/goes on (=starts working) The light comes on 

automatically when you open the fridge door.a light glows/shines There were a few 
houses, their lights shining on the hillside.a light flashes A police car arrived with its 
blue lights flashing.a light flickers (=goes on and off repeatedly) The light flickered, 

and then came on.THESAURUS: lightlampan object that produces light by using  

electricity, oil, or gas – often used in names of lights:He switched on his bedside 

lamp. | The street lamps come on when it starts to get dark (=start working). | a desk  

lamp | a table lamp | an old oil lamplanterna lamp that you can carry, consisting of a  

metal container with glass sides that surrounds a flame or light:The miners used 

lanterns which were lit by candles.torch BrE flashlight AmEa small electric lamp that  

you carry in your hand:We shone our torches around the cave. | He was reading by 
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torch in bed.candlea stick of wax with a string through the middle, which you burn to  

give light:The restaurant was lit by candles.bulbthe glass part of an electric light, that  

the light shines from:a 100-watt bulb | an energy-saving light bulb | The light bulb in  

the hall needs changing.ON A CARheadlight also headlampone of the two large lights  

at the front of a vehicle:It was getting dark so she switched the headlights  

on.sidelight BrE parking light AmEone of the two small lights next to the main lights,  

at the front and back of a cartail lightone of the two red lights at the back of a  

vehicleindicator BrE turn signal AmEone of the lights on a car that flash to show 

which way the car is turning  

light2 /laɪt/ adjective  1. not heavyADVERBSvery light These scissors are very 

light and easy to use.quite/fairly light When I swung the golf club, it felt quite 
light.relatively light When you start training, use relatively light weights.surprisingly 
light This guitar is compact and surprisingly light.VERBSfeel light The box felt 

lighter than I expected.PHRASESas light as a feather (=extremely light) I’ll carry you 
– you’re as light as a feather.light in weight This type of plastic is immensely strong 

but light in weight.THESAURUS: 

lightlightweightmaterial | fabric | nylon | plastic | aluminium | suit | jacketlig

htweight materials, clothing, or equipment weigh less than average:They wear special  

boots made of lightweight materials. | This bag is made from a strong lightweight  

nylon. | A lightweight linen suit is appropriate for a summer  

wedding.ANTONYMS → heavy (1)2. not darkVERBSit is light Let’s go now, while 

it's still light.it gets light It gets light very early at this time of year.the sky turns 
light also the sky grows light especially literary It was 5 a.m. and the sky was 

just turning light.it stays light also remain light formal In midsummer it stays 

light until nearly midnight.THESAURUS: 

light→ bright (1)ANTONYMS → dark (1)3. not severe, or not great in amount or 

degreeNOUNSa light punishment/penalty A small fine seems an extremely light 

punishment.a light sentence (=a light punishment given by a judge, usually a period 
of time in prison) Burglars and muggers usually only get a light sentence.light 
rain/snow There will be some light rain followed by sunny periods.light traffic The 

traffic was surprisingly light in the rush hour.light casualties (=a small number of 
people injured or killed) The US forces suffered only light casualties.light use The 
equipment is only built for light use.ANTONYMS → heavy (2) 

light-hearted adjective  THESAURUS > funny (1) 

lightning /ˈlaɪtnɪŋ/ noun  a flash of light in the sky caused by electricity and 

usually followed by thunderPHRASESa flash of lightning Suddenly there was a flash of 
lightning in the sky.a bolt of lightning (=a flash of lightning, especially one that hits 
something) The house was struck by a bolt of lightning.a streak of lightning (=a long 

straight flash) A streak of lightning split the sky.thunder and lightning The thunder 
and lightning began to move further away.VERBSbe hit/struck by lightning The 
house had been hit by lightning. | Two farmworkers were struck by lightning.lightning 

flashes Lightning flashed in the sky.lightning lights (up) sth also lightning 
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illuminates sth formal Lightning lit up the room briefly.ADJECTIVESforked 

lightning (=with smaller lines coming off the main line) There was a sudden flash 
of forked lightning.sheet lightning (=a sudden flash of brightness covering a large 

area of sky) Sheet lightning lit up the sky.lightning + NOUNSa lightning 
conductor BrE a lightning rod AmE (=a metal bar that protects a building from 
lightning) The church has a lightning conductor on the roof.a lightning flash A series 

of lightning flashes crackled overhead.a lightning bolt (=a white line of lightning with 
thunder) The tree was struck by a lightning bolt.a lightning strike (=a hit) The roof 
was damaged by a lightning strike.a lightning storm A lightning storm lit up the night 

sky. 

lightweight /ˈlaɪt-weɪt/ adjective  TH 

like verb [T not usually in progressive]  to think someone or something is 

goodADVERBSlike sb/sth very much/a lot John’s nice – I like him very much. | She 
said she liked my ideas a lot.like sb/sth best/better He’s been all over the world, but 
he likes Africa best.like sb/sth enormously I knew Mary very well and liked her 

enormously.really like sb/sth We really liked the film.quite like sb/sth I quite 
like their new album.particularly like sth It’s a good magazine – I particularly like the 
arts section.always like sb/sth She had always liked bright colours.be universally 

liked (=be liked by everyone) He is well respected and almost universally 
liked.PHRASESget to like sb/sth (=start to like someone or something) We soon got 
to like each other.like sth more than anything (else) in the world Some people like 

money more than anything else in the world.I don’t like it when... I don’t like it 

when you get angry.THESAURUS: likebe fond of sb/sth especially BrEto like  

someone or something, especially something that you have liked for a long time or  

someone who you have known for a long time:Connie had always been fond of  

animals. | Over the years, I’ve become quite fond of him. | He had always been fond of  

drinking at lunchtime, perhaps too fond.be keen on sb/sth especially BrEto like or be 

interested in someone or something:I like Maria but I’m not very keen on her  

husband. | Our English teacher was very keen on Shakespeare, but I couldn’t stand 

him. | I was keen on all sports at school. | I know he’s keen on opera. Let’s take him 

to see ‘La Traviata’. | I’m quite keen on the idea of having a fancy dress party.be into 

sth informalto like doing a particular activity or be interested in a particular  

subject. Be into is very common in everyday English, when talking about the kinds of  

things you like or are interested in:She’s really into music at the moment. | What kind  

of films are you into? | I got into Spanish food when we were on holiday in  

Spain (=started to like it).have a thing about sb/sth informalto like someone or  

something, especially something surprising or unusual:I’ve always had a thing about  

wolves. | He has this thing about tall women.be partial to sthto like to have 

something. Be partial to is a rather formal expression, which is often used 

humorously:He’s partial to the occasional glass of wine.sth grows on youused when 

saying that you begin to like something, especially something that you did not like  

before:I didn’t like the colour of the room at first, but it’s growing on me.TO LIKE  
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SOMETHING VERY MUCHlove/adoreto like something very much. Adore is stronger  

than love but is less common:I love the smell of coffee. | The children absolutely  

adore her books.be crazy about sth also be mad about sth BrE informalto be 

extremely interested in an activity and spend a lot of time doing it or watching  

it:Jonah’s crazy about basketball. | She’s always been mad about horses.have a 

passion for sthto like an activity very much, because it gives you a lot of pleasure or  

excitement:From a very early age he had a passion for fast cars. | To be a great  

performer, you have to work very hard and have a passion for the music you play.be 

addicted to sthto like doing something so much that you spend all your free time 

doing it:My son’s addicted to computer games – he hardly ever comes out of his  

room. | I started watching the show out of curiosity, but now I’m 

addicted!ANTONYMS → dislike1 

likely /ˈlaɪkli/ adjective  something that is likely will probably happen or is 

probably trueADVERBSvery/extremely likely It is very likely that he is still 
alive. | Children who live in the country’s rural areas are very likely to be poor.highly 
likely (=very likely) Snow showers are highly likely tomorrow.quite likely BrE (=very 

likely) If the service is good, customers are quite likely to come 
back.fairly/reasonably likely It seems fairly likely that he’ll resign.more/most 

likely Young drivers are far more likely to have accidents than older ones.less/least 
likely The smallest puppies are the least likely to survive.hardly likely (=not very 
likely) It seems hardly likely that she would tell her husband about it.increasingly 

likely Rain looks increasingly likely.equally likely (=to the same degree) A new baby 
is equally likely to be male or female.disproportionately likely (=more likely than 
other people or groups) Prisoners are disproportionately likely to be poor.VERBSseem 

likely also appear likely formal Which candidate seems likely to win?look 
likely (=seem likely) It looks likely that she’ll leave.make sth likely The 
attack made war even more likely.NOUNSa likely explanation What is the most likely 

explanation for her behaviour? | He could offer no likely explanation when I asked 
him.a likely effect/impact They discussed the likely impact of a new factory.a likely 
outcome/consequences (=what will happen as a result of something) The most likely 

outcome of the contest is a draw. | She rushes into things without considering the likely 
consequences.a likely cause/reason The likely cause of the fire was a dropped 
cigarette.the likely origin/source of sth (=where something probably came 

from) Raw food is the most likely source of food poisoning.a likely possibility The 
most likely possibility is that he will lose all his money.a likely 
scenario (=situation) One likely scenario is that no one will get the job.a likely 

candidate (=someone or something that will probably get something) The film is 
a likely candidate for the Best Picture award.a likely winner (=someone who is likely 
to win) She doesn’t look a likely winner.a likely replacement/successor (=someone 

who will probably get another person’s job after they leave) The leader’s son is his 
most likely successor.the likely cost The likely cost will be around one million 
euros.PHRASESmore than likely (=very likely) She’ll be late, more than likely. | It 

is more than likely the votes will have to be counted again.sth is all too likely (=very 
likely – used especially about something bad) His plan was all too likely to fail.sth is 
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not at all likely/not remotely likely (=very unlikely) He could win, but it’s not at all 

likely. | That is not remotely likely to happen. 

limit1 /ˈlɪmɪt/ verb  to stop an amount or number from being greaterNOUNSlimit 

the number/amount of sth Those working in the tourist industry are opposed to any 

proposal to limit the number of visitors.limit the size of sth City law limits the size 
of signs to 4 square feet.limit sb’s ability to do sth You may have commitments 
which limit your ability to travel.limit sb’s power This would limit the powers of 

judges.limit access to sth It is extremely difficult for governments to limit access to 
the internet.limit the damage The goal is to find ways to limit the damage caused by 
earthquakes.limit the use of sth They are considering legislation to limit the use 

of cars in the city.limit growth Measures were introduced 
to limit population growth.limit the scope of sth (=limit the number of things 
included) We need to limit the scope of the study.limit sb’s choice/options The 

degree you choose might limit your job options.a law/rule limits sth The 
new law will limit access to ingredients used to make the 
drug.ADVERBSseverely/greatly limit sth The bad weather severely limited the 

amount of work that could be done.be strictly limited Parking is strictly 
limited.PREPOSITIONSlimit sth to sth Limit the amount of coffee you drink to two cups 

per day. 

limit2 /ˈlɪmət, ˈlɪmɪt/ noun  the greatest or least amount that is allowed, or that 

you have availableADJECTIVESa strict limit There are strict limits on how much 
luggage you can take on the plane.the legal limit (=the limit set by law) The alcohol 

in his blood was four times over the legal limit.an upper/lower limit (=the 
highest/lowest amount allowed) There is no upper limit on the amount you can 
borrow. | Ensure the temperature in the aquarium does not fall below the lower 

limit.NOUNS + limitthe speed limit Too many people go over the speed limit in 
residential areas.a time limit Is there a time limit for making an insurance claim?an 
age limit The lower age limit for entering the army is 17.a weight/height limit The 

weight limit per bag is 20 kilos.spending limits The council has to save money to meet 
government spending limits.an overdraft limit (=the maximum amount you can owe 
a bank when you have spent more than you have in your account) You will be charged 

if you go over your overdraft limit.VERBSset a limit also impose a limit formal Set a 
time limit for the completion of the task.put a limit on sth They put a limit on the cost 

of tickets.go over/exceed a limit (=go faster, buy more etc than a limit 
allows) Borrowers who go over the spending limit set by the credit card company are 
penalised. | Drivers often exceed the speed limit.PREPOSITIONSa limit on/to sth Is 

there a limit on how many books you can borrow?over/above the limit Their luggage 
was over the limit when they tried to get on the plane.under/below/within a 
limit He always drives below the speed limit.at/on a limit She was at the limit of her 

patience.up to a limit I had spent up to the limit on my credit card. You say a driver  

is over the limit if they have more alcohol in their blood than is legally allowed: He  

told the policeman that he did not realize he was over the limit. THESAURUS: 

limitrestrictionsrules or laws that strictly control what you are allowed to do:The 

government is planning to impose new restrictions on immigration. | Many 
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people restrictions on imports on luxury goods to be lifted (=ended). | Travel  

restrictions might reduce the spread of the disease. | Because of restrictions  

on reporting, newspapers were not allowed to cover the story.limitationslimits on  

what a person or thing is able to do – used especially when you would like to be able to  

do more:The president was unwilling to accept any limitations on his power. | Because 

of the limitations of the transport system, it was difficult to get across the capital  

quickly. | Hikers should know their physical limitations and not take unnecessary  

risks.constraintsfacts or conditions that limit what you can do, for example not having  

enough time, money etc:Financial constraints are forcing many people in their twenties  

to live with their parents. | The last part of the show had to be cut because of time 

constraints. | The constraints of prison life are sometimes too much for people to  

bear. | There are always constraints on how much money we can spend.maximumthe 

largest number or amount that is possible, normal, or allowed:Classes have a  

maximum of twenty students. | What’s the maximum you can earn before you have to  

pay tax?minimumthe smallest number or amount that is possible or allowed:He was  

sentenced to a minimum of 25 years in prison. | Our aim is to reduce the number of  

accidents to an absolute minimum (=keep them to as few as possible).ceilingthe 

largest number or amount of something that is officially allowed:There is a ceiling  

on the amount of foreign investment. | Import quotas may rise from the present ceiling  

of 18.5 million to 20 million. | Congress was once again considering raising the 

federal debt ceiling.  

limitation /ˌlɪməˈteɪʃən, ˌlɪmɪˈteɪʃən/ noun  1. a weakness in something or 

someoneVERBShave (its) limitations The system does have its limitations. | It’s a 
good little car, but it has its limitations.accept the limitations of sth He accepts the 

limitations of his theory.point out/identify the limitations of sth (=say what they 
are) Chomsky pointed out the limitations of structural linguistics.address the 
limitations of sth (=deal with them) The reforms are intended to address the 

limitations of the voting system.know/recognize your 
limitations Know your limitations, and don’t exercise too hard.show/expose/reveal 
sb’s limitations The film shows her limitations as an actor.overcome 

limitations also transcend limitations formal (=do something despite 
them) She overcame the limitations of her education to become a 
doctor.ADJECTIVESsevere/serious/important limitations This approach to the 

problem has serious limitations.obvious limitations Such small studies have obvious 
limitations.inherent/intrinsic limitations formal (=that are a natural part of 
something) There are inherent limitations on the size of the engine.technical 

limitations This odd effect on the film results from technical limitations in the video 
equipment.physical limitations There are physical limitations on how much he is able 
to lift.practical limitations We have to deal with practical limitations, such as a 

shortage of space.human limitations Technology helps us transcend our human 
limitations.PREPOSITIONSthe limitations of sth The limitations of this approach are 
clear.limitations to sth There are limitations to this method.despite sth’s 

limitations Despite its limitations, it is an enjoyable film.2. a rule or condition that 
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limits somethingVERBSput a limitation on sth also place/impose a limitation on 

sth formal Limitations have been placed on their budget. | The government 
has imposed severe limitations on the types of food that can be imported.remove a 

limitation They have removed the limitation on the number of 
members.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + limitationa strict limitation On this diet, there is 
a strict limitation on the amount of carbohydrate you can eat each day.a 

severe/major limitation (=strict) The main problem faced by farmers was the severe 
limitation on water use.a legal limitation Certain legal limitations are placed on the 
scope of Parliament’s power.a financial limitation Financial limitations mean that 

young people are delaying moving out of the family home.a time limitation Is there 
a time limitation on making an insurance claim?space/size/weight 
limitations Because of space limitations, the children have to share a 

bedroom.budget/budgetary limitations (=on the amount of money available to 
spend) Try to stay within your budget limitations.PREPOSITIONSa limitation on 
sth There is a limitation on how much money you can get out from a cash machine 

each day. 

limited /ˈlɪmətəd, ˈlɪmɪtəd/ adjective  not very greatNOUNSlimited 

amount/number/range There are a limited number of tickets still available. | Only 

a limited amount of information is available on their website.limited space What 
should I plant in a small garden where space is limited?limited time They have limited 
time to train new staff.limited resources We must not waste our limited 

resources.limited success They have had only limited success in reducing 
pollution.limited value The information they provided was of limited value.limited 
scope/opportunity There is limited scope for creativity.ADVERBSvery/extremely 

limited His knowledge was extremely limited.severely limited Evidence from this 
period is severely limited.rather/quite/relatively limited Most puppies have a rather 
limited attention span. | Up to now, the problems have been relatively 

limited.PHRASESof limited use (=not very useful) This anti-missile system is of limited 
use against modern missiles.to a limited extent (=a little, but not very much) The 
method has been used to a limited extent in some other schools.in a limited way I 

contributed in a limited way to the success of the project. 

line /laɪn/ noun  1. a long thin mark on a piece of paper, the ground, or another 

surfaceADJECTIVESa straight line Draw a straight line across the top of the page.a 

horizontal/vertical/diagonal line The bricks need to be in a vertical line.parallel 
lines (=equally distant from each other) There were two parallel lines of stitches.a 
thick/thin line A thin line of blood ran down his cheek.the dotted line (=one that 

consists of a series of dots) Sign your name on the dotted line.the starting/finishing 
line (=at the start or end of a race) The athletes were getting ready at the starting 
line.VERBSdraw a line Draw a straight line between the two points on the graph.put a 

line through sth (=draw a line through something, especially because it is a 
mistake) The teacher put a red line through the first sentence.cross/go over a 
line He crossed the finishing line in 3rd place. | If the ball goes over the line, it’s out of 

play.be covered in lines The old man’s face was covered in lines.a line 
shows/indicates sth The line shows the average rise in temperature.a line 
separates/divides sth The red line separates the two countries on the 

map.THESAURUS: linegroovea thin line that has been cut into a surface:Deep 

grooves had been cut into the stone to channel the water. | Lyle ran his fingernail  



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1269] 

along the groove in the table.ruta deep line in the ground which has been made by the 

wheels of vehicles:The deep ruts made by the trucks were full of water. | The bicycle  

wheel got stuck in a rut in the path.crease/wrinklea line on clothes, material, or  

paper where it has been folded or crushed:She was trying to smooth out the creases  

in her dress. | She had wrinkles in her skirt where she had sat.ON SOMEONE’S  

FACElinea line on the skin of someone’s face:The deep lines on his forehead showed 

that he was a worried man. | I think I'm getting lines around my eyes.wrinklea deep 

line on someone’s face caused by becoming old:The manufacturers claim that the 

cream will reduce wrinkles. | Even with a few wrinkles, she still looks great.2. a row of 

people or thingsPHRASESstand in line The passengers stood in line, waiting to board 
the plane.get in line The teacher told us to get in line outside the classroom.form a 
line The dancers formed a line on the stage.ADJECTIVESa long/short line There was a 

long line of traffic.a continuous line The houses formed a continuous line up the hill. 

link1 AC /lɪŋk/ noun  a way in which two things or people are 

connectedADJECTIVESa direct link There is a direct link between smoking and some 
forms of cancer.a close link The university has close links with several universities in 

China.a strong link There is a strong link between sport and health.a clear 
link Official figures show a clear link between poverty and crime.a vital/important 

link The team of doctors and nurses provides a vital link between the hospital and the 
local community.economic/trade links Economic links between the two countries 
strengthened.international links The organization has greatly benefited from 

its international links.a tenuous link (=one that is not strong) He had only a tenuous 
link with the famous singer.formal/informal links The two parties have 
established formal links with each other.a causal link formal (=in which one thing 

causes another) The study will investigate possible causal links between car pollution 
and asthma.VERBShave links Several members of the government have links with big 
companies.create a link The program creates a link between teaching in schools and 

learning at home.establish/form/forge a link He established links with writers and 
artists.develop/build links Academics need to develop links with business.maintain 
a link These immigrants maintain very close links with family back home.strengthen a 

link The country was trying to strengthen its links with its neighbours.break a 
link also sever a link formal She was reluctant to sever this last link with her former 
life.make a link (=realize or show that two things are connected with each other) The 

Swedish scientist was the first person to make the link between climate change and 
greenhouse gases.find a link The researchers found strong links between diet and 
health.show/establish a link Other research has shown a link between crime and 

employment opportunities.provide a link Historic buildings provide a link to our 
heritage.PREPOSITIONSa link between things There is a link between stress and 
headaches.a link with sth/sb They are hoping to establish links with local business.a 

link to sth/sb The French have linguistic and cultural links to Romania. 

link2 AC /lɪŋk/ verb  1. if two things are linked, they are related or connected in 

some way GrammarThis meaning of link is usually passive. ADVERBSbe closely 

linked The medical department is closely linked with the local hospital.be directly 
linked They believe his death was directly linked to the scandal.be strongly 
linked Educational achievement is strongly linked to social class.be clearly 
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linked Urban growth is clearly linked with population increase.be inextricably 

linked (=very closely, so you cannot separate them) Physical and emotional well-being 
are inextricably linked.PREPOSITIONSbe linked to sth Their wages are linked to the 

number of years they have been with the company.be linked with sth Obesity 
is linked with many health problems.2. to join two or more things, people, or 
placesPREPOSITIONS/ADVERBSlink sth with/and sth The new railway line will link 

London and Birmingham.link sth together The scientists developed a network to link 
their computers together. 

lion /ˈlaɪən/ noun  a large gold-coloured animal of the cat family that lives in 

Africa and parts of southern AsiaVERBSa lion roars/growls When the lion roared, we 

turned and ran.a lion hunts Lions usually hunt in packs.ADJECTIVESa male/female 

lion Male lions sometimes cooperate with each other. A female lion is usually called  

a lioness. lion + NOUNSa lion cub (=a very young lion) Lion cubs play with each 

other.a lion tamer He became a lion tamer in a circus.PHRASESa pride of lions (=a 
group of lions) A pride of lions hunting down a zebra is an amazing sight.a lion’s 

mane (=the long hair around a male lion’s neck) His hair fell over his shoulders like 
a lion’s mane. 

lip /lɪp/ noun  one of the two soft parts around your mouth where your skin is 

redder or darkerADJECTIVESfull lips (=large and attractive lips) She had a straight 
nose, full lips, and fine eyes.thin/thick lips She put some bright pink lipstick on 
her thin lips. | He licked his thick lips.red lips I wanted to kiss her pretty red lips.sb’s 

upper/top lip There was sweat on his upper lip.sb’s lower/bottom lip She bit 
her lower lip anxiously.soft lips Her lips were soft and full.dry lips He licked his dry 
lips.chapped lips (=lips that are dry, sore, and cracked)VERBS + lipkiss sb on the 

lips He kissed her gently on the lips.lick your lips (=rub them with your tongue 
because you are excited or something looks delicious) He licked his lips when he saw 
the big cake.smack your lips (=make a short sound with your lips to show you like 

some food or drink) Max sipped his drink and smacked his lips.bite/chew your 
lip (=especially because you are worried or not sure) She 
paused, biting her lip.moisten your lips (=lick your lips to make them 

wetter) He moistened his lips before he spoke.press your lips together/to 
sth She pressed her lips tightly together, frowning. | He pressed his lips to her 

forehead.purse your lips (=bring them together tightly into a small circle) Her 
mother pursed her lips disapprovingly.sth passes sb’s lips formal I promise not a drop 
of alcohol will pass my lips before dinner. | As soon as the words had passed his lips, he 

regretted them.lip + VERBSsb’s lips move His lips moved, as if he was silently 
praying.sb’s lips part (=they open their mouth) Her lips parted in a smile.sb’s lips 
twitch (=because they are trying not to smile) She saw his lips twitch.sb’s lips 

tremble/quiver (=because they are about to cry) His face was white and 
his lips were trembling.sb’s lips curl also sb curls their lip (=someone’s lips show 
they do not like someone or something) Michael looked her up and down, his lips 

curling with contempt. | She curled her lip in disgust.PHRASESa smile on sb’s lips She 
looked at the letter with a smile on her lips. 

liquid /ˈlɪkwəd, ˈlɪkwɪd/ noun  a substance that is not a solid or a gas, for 

example water or milkADJECTIVESa hot/cold liquid Be careful when dealing with hot 

liquids.a clear liquid We were offered a clear liquid that looked like water.a dark 
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liquid He put a glass of dark liquid in her hand.a red/brown/golden etc 

liquid The red liquid in the thermometer shows the temperature.a sweet liquid I 
drank a mouthful of the sweet liquid.a colourless liquid BrE a colorless 

liquid AmE The liquid was colourless and had no smell.a thick liquid She stirred 
the thick liquid in the saucepan.a sticky liquid also a viscous liquid formal I felt as if 
I was trying to wade through a viscous liquid.a flammable liquid (=one that burns 

easily) A truck carrying flammable liquids was involved in the crash.VERBS + liquidpour 
a liquid The chef poured the liquid into a bowl.drink/swallow a liquid He put the 
glass to his lips and drank the liquid.strain a liquid (=pour it through something to 

remove solid parts) Strain the liquid through a sieve.sth absorbs a liquid Cook the 
sauce until all of the liquid has been absorbed.liquid + VERBSa liquid flows The liquid 
flowed down the pipe.a liquid oozes (=flows slowly because it is thick) A red liquid 

oozed over the floor.a liquid drips (=it falls in small drops) The brown liquid dripped 

down his shirt. Fluid is used as a more formal word for liquid, especially in medical  

and technical contexts: Drink plenty of clear fluids. The car was leaking brake fluid.  

list /lɪst/ noun  a set of names, numbers etc written one below the 

otherADJECTIVES/NOUNS + lista long/short list The teacher read out a long list of 
names.a complete/full/comprehensive list The full list of winners is on page 

seven.a shopping list/grocery list (=a list of things or food you want to buy) I didn’t 
get everything on my shopping list.a price list We’ll send you a catalogue and price 

list.a wine list (=a list of wines available in a restaurant) The restaurant has a 
good wine list.a guest list (=a list of people invited somewhere) The guest list for the 
wedding did not include me.a waiting list (=a list of people who are waiting for 

something) If you don’t get the class you want, you can put your name on a waiting 
list.a mailing list (=a list of people that a company sends information to) If you do not 
want to be on our mailing list, please tick the box below.a to-do list (=a list of things 

you must do) Painting the bedroom is at the top of my to-do list. Checklist (=a list of  

things to do) and shortlist (= a list of the most suitable people for a job or prize) are  

usually written as one word. VERBSmake/write a list Make a list of all the things you 

have to do. | Could you make a list of any supplies we need?draw up/compile a 
list (=make a list – more formal) They’ve compiled a list of children’s clubs and 

organizations.put sb/sth on a list I was put on a waiting list to see a specialist at the 
hospital.add sb/sth to a list I’ll add those books to my list.join a list Belgium has 
now joined the list of member countries.top a list (=be the first thing in a list) The 

novel topped the best-seller list.the list goes on (=used when saying there are many 
more people or things on a list) You have to pay for flowers, the wedding dress, the 
church... the list goes on.PREPOSITIONSa list of sth There’s a list of local restaurants 

in the back of the book.on a list There are ten names on my list.PHRASESat the 
top/bottom of a list Her name was at the top of the list of students.first/last on a 

list Your name will be first on my list. | Why am I always last on the 

list?THESAURUS: listchecklista list of things you need or things you have to do 

which you keep in order to help you remember them:I made a checklist of things I  

needed to do before the holiday. | Use a checklist when visiting properties to buy, so 
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that you keep a record of which features you liked and didn’t like.short list/shortlista 

list of the most suitable people for a job or prize, chosen from a larger group of  

people:The judges will choose from a short list of six artists. | Her book is on the 

shortlist for the Booker Prize. | You were lucky to even get onto the 

shortlist. | A shortlist is drawn up, from which the successful candidate will be 

chosen.registeran official list containing the names of all the people, organizations, or  

things of a particular type:There is a register of qualified translators. | I looked on 

the register of births, deaths, and marriages. | Make sure your name is on the electoral  

register (=the official list of people who can vote).programme BrE program AmEa list  

of all the activities or events that have been planned, especially one that shows when 

each event will happen:There are lots of good things on the programme. | Because of  

bad weather, our programme of events has had to be changed slightly. | The next item 

on the programme will be a speech by the organizer, Mrs Jenkins. | A 

spectacular program of exhibitions, displays, and competitions has been 

planned.agendaa list of the subjects that will be discussed at a meeting:Have you got  

a copy of the agenda for tomorrow’s meeting? | Can we move on to the next item on 

the agenda? | The fuel crisis will be at the top of the agenda for today’s board  

meeting.indexan alphabetical list of names and subjects at the back of a book, that  

shows which page they are mentioned on:I looked up his name in the index. | It’s a lot  

quicker if you use the index.inventorya list of everything in a house, factory, or shop,  

written so that you know exactly what is there:The company keeps a full inventory  

of its equipment. | She made an inventory of everything in the apartment. | Some of  

the things in the shop were not listed in the inventory.  

listen /ˈlɪsən/ verb  to pay attention to what someone is saying or to a sound 

that you can hearADVERBSlisten carefully/closely If you listen carefully, you can 
hear the birds singing.listen hard also listen intently/attentively formal (=listen 
very carefully) The students listened intently to her every word.listen 

politely/respectfully/patiently He expects you to listen politely and agree with 
everything he says.listen sympathetically Her boss listened sympathetically and told 
her not to worry.listen quietly It’s best to listen quietly and let the other person talk 

about their feelings.listen impassively (=without showing any emotion) Norris sat 
and listened impassively, and it was difficult to guess what he was 
thinking.PREPOSITIONSlisten to sb/sth I like listening to music when I’m 

driving. | Please can everyone listen to me for a moment?You always say listen 
to something. Don’t say I like listening music.PHRASESlisten in silence I told him my 
story and he listened in silence.listen with interest The audience listened with 

interest to what she was saying.sb never listens to sb/sth (=they always ignore 
someone or something) My son never listens to what I say.listen at the 
door/window (=stand next to it and secretly listen to someone or something) One of 

the servants was listening at the door, and she heard everything that was 

said.THESAURUS: listenpay attentionto listen carefully to what someone is  

saying:I nodded to show I was paying attention. | She was tired and wasn’t paying  
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attention to what he was saying.eavesdrop on sb/sthconversationto secretly listen  

to someone else’s conversation by standing near them, hiding behind a door etc:I  

caught him eavesdropping on our private conversation. | The police used electronic  

devices to eavesdrop on them. | Let’s go outside – we don’t want anyone 

eavesdropping.tapphone | conversationto connect a piece of electronic recording  

equipment to a telephone system so that you can listen to people’s telephone 

conversations:The FBI tapped his phone and someone was watching him 24 hours a  

day. | Tapped phone conversations cannot be used as evidence in a British  

court.interceptcall | phonecallif the police or the authorities intercept someone’s  

calls, they secretly listen to them:The police intercepted the call and arrested the 

terrorists.bugroom | office | house | apartment | car | phoneto hide a small piece 

of electronic recording equipment in a place, in order to listen secretly to what is said  

there:He knew that his hotel room was bugged. | Wells was convinced 

the house was bugged and insisted on playing loud music while we talked. | The 

police bugged her apartment. | His wife had bugged his phone and passed on the 

information to the press.tune in to sth/tune into 

sthshow | news | programme | game | stationto listen to or watch a  

programme:1.6 million people tune in to the show every week. | I tuned into the six  

o’clock news. | She tuned into the local radio station for the weather. | Tune in at the 

same time next week for the next episode.  

literature /ˈlɪtərətʃə $ -tʃʊr/ noun  books, plays, poems etc, especially ones that 

people think are important and goodADJECTIVESEnglish/American/French etc 
literature She took a degree in French literature.18th-/19th-/20th-century 
literature This type of plot is common in 19th-century literature.modern literature I 

haven’t read much modern literature – I prefer the classics like Dickens and Thomas 
Hardy.contemporary literature (=modern literature, or literature of the time you are 
talking about) The role of the individual was a common theme in contemporary 

literature.great literature Teenagers should be introduced to the great literature of 
the past.popular literature He made good money as a writer of popular 
literature.classical literature (=the literature of ancient Greece and Rome) There are 

many references in classical literature to the Trojan War.medieval 
literature (=written between about the 11th and 15th centuries) His principal area of 
research is medieval literature.VERBSstudy 

literature She studied medieval literature at the university.read 
literature He reads German literature for pleasure.teach literature (=teach people 
about literature) He now teaches English literature at Cambridge University.PHRASESa 

work/piece of literature I admit the book is not a great work of literature. 

litter /ˈlɪtə $ -ər/ noun  waste paper, cans etc that people have thrown onto the 

groundVERBSdrop/throw litter People who drop litter in the street should be 

fined.leave litter Please do not leave litter. Use the bins provided.pick up/clear 
up/clean up/collect litter Teams of volunteers regularly pick up litter that has been 
left on the beach.be strewn with litter (=covered with it) The pavement was strewn 

with litter.litter + NOUNSa litter bin/basket Keep the park tidy and use the litter 
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bins.a litter problem (=a lot of people throw litter on the ground) The town has a 

serious litter problem.a litter lout informal disapproving (=someone who throws litter 
on the ground) Litter louts are being reminded they could face an on-the-spot fine if 

they are caught dropping rubbish on the streets.PHRASESa pile of litter They left a pile 
of litter behind for us to clean up.a piece of litter Over 373,000 pieces of litter were 
found on beaches in the UK last year.take your litter home with you If there is no 

litter bin in the area, please take your litter home with you. 

little adjective  THESAURUS > small (1) 

little-known adjectiveTHESAURUS > famous 

live adjective  THESAURUS > alive (1) 

live1 /lɪv/ verb  1. if you live in a place, you have your home thereADVERBSlive 

together They fell in love and started to live together.live alone I’m quite happy living 
alone.live apart Their busy schedules forced the couple to live apart.live 

nearby/close by She was visiting her daughter who lives nearby.PREPOSITIONSlive in 
a house/town/country Living in London is very expensive.live on a street He lives 
on Queens Street.live on an island About 7.5 million people live on the island of New 

Guinea.live at an address They live at 1201 Columbia Drive, Los Angeles.PHRASESlive 
at home (=in your parents’ home) Most seventeen-year-olds still live at home.live 
next door A rather odd family came to live next door to us.live just across the 

street/down the road from sb He lives just across the street from me.live on the 
streets There has been an increase in the number of mentally ill people living on the 
streets.a place to live/somewhere to live They’ve finally found a place to 

live.THESAURUS: livebe from/come fromuse this when talking about the 

country, city, or area where you usually live:My name’s Sharon and I’m from 

Leeds. | The man is believed to be from somewhere in the north of Scotland. | “Where 

are you from?” “I’m from Japan.” | The winner came from Australia.inhabitif a group 

of people or animals inhabit an area, they live there. Inhabit is used especially in  

written descriptions:The island is mainly inhabited by sheep. | Some tribes still inhabit  

the more remote mountains and jungles of the country.reside formalto live in a  

particular country, city etc:She now resides in the US. | Miss Badu grew up in Dallas  

but now resides in Brooklyn. | At that time there were many American writers residing  

in Paris. | Miss Tonelli, how exactly did you come to reside at your  

current address? | The government bureau has prepared a booklet for US 

citizens residing abroad.grow upto live somewhere when you are a child or  

teenager:This is the neighborhood where my father grew up. | I grew up on a farm in  

South Africa.2. to have a particular kind of lifeADVERBSlive 

well/comfortably/happily They have enough money to live comfortably.live 
dangerously (=take a risk or do something new) She decided to live dangerously and 
have her hair cut short.PHRASESlive in luxury The president was living in luxury in a 

palace while his people starved.live frugally (=with only the things you need and no 
luxuries) They lived frugally, eating only rice and beans.live below the poverty 
line (=with very little money, so you are officially considered to be very poor) There 

are hundreds of families living below the poverty line.live in peace It is time for the 
war to end and everyone to live in peace.3. to be aliveADVERBSlive longer People are 
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living longer than ever before.live forever No-one lives forever.PREPOSITIONSlive 

until you are 82, 96 etc Her mother lived until she was 99.live for 60/70 etc 
years Goldfish can live for 10 to 20 years in a garden pond.live through sth During 

his life, he had lived through some very hard times. 

live2 /laɪv/ adjective, adverb  1. a live concert, performance etc is seen or heard 

by people who are there watching, rather than being recordedNOUNSlive 
music/entertainment The bar has live music every Sunday.a live 

performance/concert/show Have you ever been to one of the band's live 
performances?live theatre BrE live theater AmE Many actors much prefer live 
theatre to making movies.a live band They are one of the best live bands touring 

today.a live audience (=an audience watching a live performance) It’s great to be 
back on the stage again in front of a live audience.a live date (=an occasion when 
someone performs live) The singer will play only three live dates in the UK this year.a 

live set (=a series of songs performed live) The song is a high point of their live set.a 
live album (=a recording of a live concert) This live album was recorded during their 
recent world tour.VERBSperform/play/sing live Everyone wants to see them perform 

live.be recorded live The album was recorded live in Houston.2. a live broadcast is 
seen or heard on television or radio at the same time as it is actually happeningNOUNSa 

live broadcast There will be a live broadcast of the game this evening.live 
radio/television Her funeral was broadcast on live television.live 
coverage (=showing and reporting on events as they happen) We were watching live 

coverage of the Olympics.live footage (=pictures filmed and shown as something 
happens) Television networks showed live footage of the riot.VERBSbe broadcast 
live The event will be broadcast live.be shown live The ceremony was shown live on 

television.watch sth live (=watch it as it is broadcast live) I watched the game live on 
TV.report live from somewhere This is Ben Jackson reporting live from Haiti.go live 
to a place We can now go live to Dallas for the latest news.3. not deadNOUNSlive 

animals I think it's wrong to carry out experiments on live animals. 

livid /ˈlɪvɪd/ adjective  THESAURUS > angry 

living1 adjective  THESAURUS > alive (1) 

living2 noun  the way that you earn money or the money that you 

earnVERBSearn/make a living It’s hard to make a living as a musician.do sth for a 

living (=work at something as your job) What do you do for a living?eke 
out/scratch/scrape a living (=only just earn enough money to live) They eke out a 
living selling whatever they can.provide a living The industry provides a living for 

thousands of people.ADJECTIVESa good/decent/comfortable living (=enough 
money) Her husband makes a good living.an honest living I’m just trying to earn 
an honest living.a meagre living BrE a meager living AmE (=not much money) She 

earned a meagre living as a shop assistant.a precarious living (=likely to get worse at 
any time) Their father earned a precarious living as a painter. 

load1 noun  1. the quantity of something that a vehicle or person carries, 

especially a large quantityADJECTIVESa heavy load The road has been damaged by 
lorries carrying heavy loads.a light load This van is ideal for transporting light loads.a 

full load The plane was carrying a full load of fuel.the maximum load The elevator 
carries a maximum load of 800 kg.VERBScarry a load The horse was carrying a heavy 
load.pull a load The train can pull loads of hundreds of tons.shed a load (=used when 

a load falls off a lorry or truck) Drivers suffered delays on the motorway after a 
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lorry shed its load. A truckload/lorryload/carload/busloadYou use this about the  

amount of things or people that will fit into a truck, car etc: They used  

two truckloads of soil. Busloads of tourists began arriving in the city square.Loads  

ofThis phrase is used in informal English to mean ‘a lot of’ things or people: There  

were loads of mistakes. She has loads of friends. 2. the amount of work or 

responsibilities that someone hasVERBSreduce/lighten the load Companies 
can lighten the load on permanent staff by hiring extra workers during busy periods of 

the year.increase the load Now that his colleagues have gone, this will increase the 
load on him.share the load They shared the load by taking it in turns to drive the 
car.ADJECTIVESa heavy load You can give her a heavy load of work and depend on her 

to do it.NOUNS + loadteaching load (=the number of hours that a teacher has to 
teach) The Department of Education is attempting to enforce an annual teaching load of 
a minimum of 560 hours per year.course load (=the number of hours a student 

spends in class) The course load for a student studying physics is typically four hours of 

classes per day. Workload is usually written as one word.  

load2 verb  THESAURUS > fill 

loan /ləʊn $ loʊn/ noun  an amount of money that you borrowVERBSget a 

loan She got a loan from the bank.take out a loan (=borrow money) I had to take out 

a loan to buy my car. | Most home buyers take out a loan.repay/pay off/pay back a 
loan (=give back the money you borrowed, usually over a period of time) It’ll be years 
before we’ve paid off the loan. | You can repay the loan early without a 

penalty.give/make sb a loan We’re hoping my dad will give us a loan. | Banks are 
cautious about making new loans.ask sb for a loan He asked his father for a 
loan.apply for a loan (=officially ask for a loan) To apply for a loan, fill out this online 

form.arrange a loan Do you need help arranging a loan?refuse sb a loan Did the 
bank say why they refused her the loan?secure a loan (on sth) (=agree to give the 
lender something if you do not pay back the loan on time) The loan was secured on his 

home.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + loana £20,000/$5,000 etc loan The company asked for 
a £100,000 loan.a bank loan If my parents won’t lend me the money, I’ll have to get a 

bank loan.a home/car loan They took out a 30-year home loan.a business 
loan (=money lent to a business) The bank offers a range of business loans to meet 
the needs of small businesses.a student loan Many college graduates are paying off 

huge student loans.a long-term/short-term loan (=to be paid back after a long or 
short time) I intended the money as a short-term loan.an interest-free/low-interest 
loan (=on which you pay no/little interest) They offer an interest-free loan for two 

years. | a low-interest loan to the country from the International Development 
Associationan unsecured loan (=one that does not make you promise to give the 
bank something if you do not pay it back) Because it’s an unsecured loan, you will not 

have to offer your home as security.a personal loan (=money lent to a person, rather 
than a company) If you want money for house improvements, you can get a personal 
loan.loan + NOUNSa loan repayment Your monthly loan repayments will be $200.a 

loan agreement (=a document that says how much a loan will be, how much you will 
pay back each month etc) Read the terms of your loan 
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agreement carefully.THESAURUS: loanmortgagea large amount of money that  

someone borrows from a bank or company to buy a house:Nick told me the mortgage 

on his apartment is over $90,000. | Anyone taking out a mortgage should be aware 

that interest rates can go up at any time. | It took my parents nearly thirty years  

to pay off their mortgage.interestmoney that you pay for borrowing money, especially  

that you pay every year or every month at a fixed rate:Credit companies charge huge 

amounts of interest. | What’s the interest on the loan? | I want an investment that  

pays a high rate of interest. | You can borrow money at low rates of  

interest.overdraft BrEthe amount of money that you owe to a bank when you have 

spent more money than you had in your account:I left university with no job and a big  

overdraft. | She had to take out an overdraft to pay for the car. | It will take me a long 

time to pay off my overdraft. | You have to pay a fee for unauthorized  

overdrafts. | 20% of the bank’s customers regularly use their overdraft facility.debtan 

amount of money that a person or organization owes:The company now has debts  

of almost £2 million. | A lot of the money went towards paying his debts. | The family  

were $100,000 in debt (=they owed $100,000).creditan arrangement with a shop or  

bank that allows you to buy something and pay for it later:We bought the furniture on  

credit. | He has a credit limit of £7,000.  

local /ˈləʊkəl $ ˈloʊ-/ adverb  THESAURUS > near 

locally /ˈləʊkəli $ ˈloʊ-/ adverb  in or near the area where you are, or the area 

you are talking aboutVERBSlive locally I live locally, so it’s easy to get to the 

office.grow sth locally The restaurant only uses vegetables which are locally 
grown.find sth locally You should look on the internet if you can’t find what you want 

locally.THESAURUS: locallynearby/close bynot far away:Do you live 

nearby? | The villa has a private garden and there’s a swimming pool close by.around 

here spokenin or near the place where you are:Is there a bank around here? | Do 

you live around here?in the neighbourhood BrE in the neighborhood AmEin the 

area of the town where you are, or that you are talking about:Are there good schools  

in the neighborhood?in/around these partsin the particular area of the country  

where you are, or that you are talking about:There aren’t many foxes in these 

parts. | He’s known around these parts as the ‘bag man’ because of the bag he always  

carries with him.  

location AC /ləʊˈkeɪʃən $ loʊ-/ noun  the place where someone or something 

isADJECTIVESa good/great location The apartment is in a good location.an 
ideal/perfect location I’ve found the perfect location for our new store.a suitable 

location They are still searching for a suitable location for the museum.a convenient 
location The house is in a convenient location close to local shops.a prime 
location (=an extremely good location) The hotel is in a prime location right by the 

sea.a central location (=near the centre of a town or area) The park’s central 
location makes it a popular meeting place.a remote location (=far from where most 
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people live) One proposal is to bury the waste deep underground in a remote location.a 

secret/unknown/undisclosed location The talks were held at a secret 
location.exact/precise location The exact location of his grave is not 

known.geographical location The schools are grouped according to their geographical 
location.present location The college moved to its present location in 1931.a 
new/different location The store is moving to a new location. | His career took him 

to many different locations.an exotic location They like to have their holidays 
in exotic locations.VERBSfind the location of sth I managed to find the location of the 
hotel on the map.be in a location The store is in very central location.have a 

good/ideal etc location The gallery has an ideal location on the town’s main 
street.PREPOSITIONSin/at a location The cottage is in a beautiful location.the 
location of sth He wasn’t sure about the precise location of the building. 

lock1 /lɒk $ lɑːk/ noun  a metal object that keeps a door, drawer etc 

fastenedVERBSopen a lock I can’t seem to open the lock.fit a lock (to/on 
sth) also put a lock on sth I fitted new locks to the doors.change the lock She threw 
her boyfriend out and changed the locks.break/force a lock (=open it using 

force) The burglar had forced the lock on the case.pick a lock (=open it using 
something that is not a key) He used a piece of wire to pick the lock.be secured by a 

lock The case was secured by one simple lock.ADJECTIVESa good/secure 
lock Fit good locks to your doors and windows.NOUNSa door/window lock As she put 
her key into the front door lock, she heard a noise.a bike/bicycle lock I’ve lost the 

key to my bike lock.a security lock All the windows have security locks.a 
combination lock (=a lock that is opened by using a series of numbers or letters in a 
particular order) I’ve forgotten the number of the combination lock for my bike.a 

mortise lock BrE (=a strong lock that fits into a hole cut in the edge of a door)a Yale 
lock trademark (=a type of lock often used on the main door of a building, which is 
opened with a flat key)PREPOSITIONSin the lock We heard the key turn in the lock.a 

lock on a door There was no lock on the bathroom door.PHRASESput the key in the 
lock She put the key in the lock and turned it.under lock and key (=kept in a 
container or place that is locked) All the files are kept under lock and key in his office. 

lock2 verb  THESAURUS > close1 (1) 

logic /ˈlɒdʒɪk $ ˈlɑː-/ noun  a way of thinking about something that seems correct 

and reasonable, or a set of sensible reasons for doing somethingVERBS 

+ logicunderstand/follow/see sb’s logic It’s easy to understand his logic. | I could 
not understand the logic of her actions. | I don’t see your logic. | I had 
trouble following her logic.explain the logic of sth Can anyone explain the logic of this 

statement to me?use/apply logic Why do we not apply the same logic in the way we 
treat animals as we do with humans?be based on logic This view is not based on 
logic.accept the logic of sth (=agree that it is correct) If we accept this logic, no one 

should pay tax.question/challenge the logic of sth (=say you do not agree with 
it) People are questioning the logic of building more homes in an area that is already 
overcrowded.sth defies logic (=used when something does not seem 

reasonable) It defies logic to import food that we can grow more easily and cheaply 
here.logic + VERBSlogic suggests sth (=means it is likely to be true) Logic 

suggests that if an expert can’t fix it, neither can you.logic dictates sth (=means it is 
definitely true) Logic dictates that poorer people will be more affected by the rise in 
inflation.the same logic applies (=the same thing is also true about someone or 
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something else) The same logic applies to other prisoners.ADJECTIVESthe same 

logic By the same logic, other harmful substances such as alcohol or tobacco should 
also be prohibited.a simple logic The argument does have a simple logic.impeccable 

logic (=very good and difficult to criticize) They argued, with impeccable logic, that if 
you were old enough to die for your country, you should have the right to 
vote.compelling logic (=seeming to be definitely right) Few will argue with the 

compelling logic of his theory.twisted/warped logic (=wrong in a cruel or shocking 
way) According to the terrorists’ warped logic, we all deserve to be 
killed.flawed/faulty logic (=wrong) Their arguments are full of flawed logic.the 

underlying logic (=which something is based on) These word lists show students 
the underlying logic of English spelling.internal logic (=the logic that exists between 
the various parts of a system) Every religion has its own internal logic.a certain 

logic (=used when something may seem wrong or strange, but there are 
understandable reasons for it) With a certain logic, the child said that ‘ten and one’ 
would be the next number after ten. | There is a certain logic in their choice of 

architect.a strange logic (=used when something seems strange, but could well be 
right) There is a strange logic to his reasoning.inexorable logic formal (=in which one 
thing leads to another in a way that cannot be avoided) By the inexorable logic of war, 

the bombings provoked an even stronger 
response.commercial/industrial/economic logic Commercial logic suggested a 
merger between the two companies. | Having a car when you work from home has 

no economic logic.PREPOSITIONSthe logic of sth I don’t see the logic of your 
argument.the logic behind sth The logic behind this statement is 
wrong.PHRASESthere is no logic in (doing) sth There is no logic in telling a child not 

to swear if you do it yourself.a lack of logic There seems to be a lack of logic in his 
remarks.be a matter of logic (=concern logic) Belief in God is more than a matter of 
logic. 

logical AC /ˈlɒdʒəkəl, ˈlɒdʒɪkəl $ ˈlɑː-/ adjective  seeming reasonable and 

sensible, or based on ideas that are connected in the right wayNOUNSa logical 
reason/explanation The only logical explanation is that he didn’t receive the 

letter. | There is no logical reason for this decision.a logical conclusion If you take 
this argument to its logical conclusion, nobody would ever have children at all.a logical 
answer/solution I can’t think of any logical solution to the problem.the logical thing 

to do The logical thing to do is to repeat the process and see if you get the same 
result.a logical choice Because of his greater experience, he seemed a logical choice.a 
logical step The next logical step would be to test the system.a logical 

result/consequence/outcome The logical consequence of this view is to raise 
taxes.a logical order Present the information in a logical order.a logical 
argument I’ve tried to convince him with logical arguments.logical thought She was 

so terrified that she was incapable of logical 
thought.ADVERBSperfectly/quite/entirely logical This is a perfectly 
logical explanation from the child’s point of view.highly logical Like many ancient 

languages, it has a highly logical structure.only logical (=used to emphasize that 
something is logical) It is only logical that the problem will become more serious as 
more people use the internet.VERBSseem/sound logical It seemed logical to suppose 

that the men were guilty. | He suggested we split the work three ways, which sounded 
logical.PREPOSITIONSlogical to sb It may be logical to you, but it certainly doesn’t 
sound very logical to me. 
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lonely /ˈləʊnli $ ˈloʊn-/ adjective  unhappy because you are alone or do not have 

anyone to talk toVERBSbe/feel lonely She had been lonely all her life.get 
lonely (=become lonely) Do you get lonely living here by yourself?NOUNSa lonely 
man/woman/boy/girl In her eyes, he was a sad lonely man who needed looking 

after.lonely people These lonely unhappy people needed to know there was somebody 
who loved them.a lonely figure At the end of his life, Wilson became a tragic lonely 
figure.a lonely place The north coast is a wild and lonely place.lonely 

days/nights There would be no more lonely nights in hotels.a lonely 
life/existence Being a fisherman can be a hard lonely life.PHRASESthe lonely hearts 
column (=the part of a newspaper or magazine where people advertise for romantic 

relationships) She answered an advert in a lonely hearts column.THESAURUS: 

lonelylonesome AmEalone:I get so lonesome here with no one to talk  

to.isolatedlonely because your situation makes it difficult for you to meet  

people:People caring for sick relatives often feel very isolated. | Children of very rich  

parents can grow up isolated from the rest of society.alienatedfeeling that you do not  

belong in a particular place or group:She felt very alienated as the only woman in the 

company. | In high school she felt somehow different and alienated from other  

students.homesickunhappy because you are a long way from your home and the 

people who live there:When I first went to Germany, I was very homesick. | She got  

homesick and decided to come back early. Another way to say thisIf  

you miss someone, you feel unhappy because they are not with you: Come back  

soon - I miss you. She misses her friends.  

long /lɒŋ $ lɒːŋ/ adjective  1. measuring many kilometres, metres, centimetres 

etcNOUNSa long distance/way We were a long way from home.long 
hair/face/neck/body The girl had long brown hair.long 

legs/arms/fingers/tail Your arms are longer than mine – can you get it for me?a 
long road/river/bridge Which is the longest river in the world?a long 
tunnel/corridor The porter led us down a long corridor to our room.a long 

line/queue A long line of people waited outside the museum.a long piece of sth He 
tied the letters together with a long piece of string.long 
trousers/socks/boots/dress/coat etc The older boys were allowed to wear long 

trousers. | The man was wearing a long dark coat.long sleeves She always wore long 
sleeves which covered up her arms.a long table Frick sat at the head of the long table, 

in his rightful place as their leader.a long shadow The low sun cast long 

shadows across the fields. If something is very long, you can say that it stretches for  

miles/hundreds of metres etc: The beach stretches for over four  

miles. ANTONYMS → short (2)2. continuing for many years, months, minutes 

etcNOUNSa long time/period It’s been a long time since we last met.a long 

delay/pause There are long delays on the road due to an accident.a long 
story/film/play It’s a very long story – you wouldn’t want to hear it all now.a long 
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day/night/evening etc (=one that seems long because it is very tiring or busy) I 

have a long day ahead of me tomorrow.a long life We hope that you have a 
very long and happy life together.a long history The university has a long and 

distinguished history.a long journey/trip/voyage It is a long journey from New York 
to Mexico City.a long walk/ride/drive/flight They went for a long walk along the 
river.a long meeting/discussion/conversation Karen spent most of the day in 

a long meeting.a long speech/talk/lecture The president gave a long speech about 
the need for reform.a long silence There was a long silence before he spoke again.a 
long sentence (=a long period in prison as a punishment) Drug dealers are 

given long prison sentences.VERBSget longer Summer is coming and the days 
are getting longer.PHRASESin the long term (=in the future a long time from now) No 

one knows what will happen in the long term.THESAURUS: longlong-

runningshow | programme | series | dispute | battle | argument | debate | ca

mpaign | sagaa long-running show, dispute, campaign etc continues for a long 

time:She was the star of a long-running TV show. | He has been involved in a long-

running dispute with his neighbour. | There has been a long-running campaign to save 

the forest. | This is the latest chapter in the long-running saga of relations between the 

two countries (=a long series of related events).long-

termeffect | consequences | benefit | problem | relationship | solution | strate

gy | goal | investment | unemployment | growth | declineused about something  

that is expected to continue for a long time into the future:No one knows what the 

long-term effects of climate change will be. | Her job involves caring for people  

with long-term problems. | This is his first long-term relationship since he separated  

from his wife. | Can wind farms provide a long-term solution to our energy  

problems? | The long-term goal is, of course, to make a living from writing. | Millions  

of people are faced with long-term unemployment. | The economy went into a period  

of long-term 

decline.lastingimpression | effect | impact | influence | peace | damage | benefi

t | value | friendship | solution | achievement | memorial | reminderstrong 

enough or great enough to continue for a long time:The book left a lasting  

impression on me. | The negotiations were aimed at achieving a lasting peace. | This  

affair has done lasting damage to his reputation. | Training would only be of lasting  

value if there was a real job at the end of it. | People often form lasting friendships at  

university. | The stone is a lasting memorial to those who died. Lasting is always  

used before a  

noun. lengthyperiod | process | delay | discussion | negotiation | conversation

 | description | sentencecontinuing for a long time, especially longer than you want  

or expect:There was a lengthy period of economic decline. | Getting a visa can be 

a lengthy and time-consuming process. | Police are going through the lengthy  

process of re-examining all the evidence. | There are lengthy delays on all roads out of  
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the city. | He faces a lengthy prison sentence (=period in  

prison).protractednegotiations | debate | discussion | talks | dispute | struggle 

| battle | fight | stay | delaycontinuing for a long time, especially an unusually long 

time. Protracted is more formal than lengthy:Despite protracted negotiations, they 

were unable to reach an agreement. | The firm is anxious to avoid  

a protracted legal battle. | He arrived home after a protracted stay in South  

Africa. | There were protracted delays during the 

trial.prolongedperiod | use | exposure | absence | recession | drought | illnessc

ontinuing for a long time – used especially about a bad situation or something that has  

a bad effect:The country entered a prolonged period of economic and political  

crisis. | Prolonged use of the drug can cause harmful side effects. | Prolonged 

exposure to the sun’s rays is bad for the skin. | His absences from work became more 

and more prolonged. | The economy went into a prolonged recession.long-drawn-

outprocess | negotiationscontinuing for much too long:The investigation was a long-

drawn-out process, costing millions of dollars. | The agreement was reached after long-

drawn-out  

negotiations.enduringappeal | fascination | influence | memory | love | legacyen

during feelings and memories continue for a long time without disappearing or being  

forgotten:It is easy to understand the enduring appeal of the James Bond 

movies (=people continue to like something for a long time). | Dinosaurs seem to have 

an enduring fascination for children. | One of my most enduring memories is of going  

to Paris with my parents. | His poems show his enduring love for Ireland. | The railway 

has proved to be Britain’s most enduring legacy in India (=something that remains  

long after someone has gone). Enduring is always used before a  

noun. extendedperiod | visit | stay | holiday | break | tourused when someone 

stays somewhere or does something for longer than usual, or longer than was  

planned:You shouldn’t leave children on their own for extended periods. | She had to  

have an extended stay in hospital after the baby was born. | He took an extended 

break from work after his father  

died.marathonsession | contest | journey | battle | effortcontinuing for a very  

long time and needing a lot of effort or determination:The doctors treated over a  

hundred patients in one marathon session. | It was a marathon contest, which lasted  

over five hours. | He arrived after a marathon journey across Europe. | The team 

needs to put on a marathon effort in order to win. Marathon is always used before a  

noun. interminableargument | debate | meeting | delay | wait | journeyvery  

long and boring – used especially when something makes you feel impatient because it  

continues for far too long:There were interminable arguments about  
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money. | Wednesday was a day of interminable meetings. | They faced an interminable  

wait in the departure lounge of the airport. | The journey home 

was interminable.ANTONYMS → short (1)3. consisting of many words, pages, or 

lettersNOUNSa long book/article/report Because his report was so long, few people 
bothered to read it.a long list There is a long list of rules and regulations.a long 
word/name/title Some people like to use long words because it makes them sound 

more intelligent.THESAURUS: longlong-

windedanswer | question | story | discussion | speech | explanation | apology

using too many words and continuing for too long:It was a very long-winded answer to  

a simple question. | He gave a long-winded speech about his vision for the company’s  

future.ANTONYMS → short (3) 

long-term /lɒn ˈtɜːm/ adjective  THESAURUS > long (2) 

look1 /lʊk/ verb [I]  to turn your eyes towards someone or something, so that 

you can see themADVERBSlook carefully/closely If you look carefully, you can see 
small cracks in the ceiling.look suspiciously He looked suspiciously at the strange pink 

food.look longingly/enviously (=in a way that shows you would like something) A 
bird was looking enviously at her sandwich.PREPOSITIONSlook at sb/sth “It’s time we 
left,” Ian said, looking at his watch.look towards sb/sth Sue kept looking towards the 

door.look out of the window “We can’t go out in this weather,” said Bob, looking out 
of the window.PHRASESturn to look at sb/sth The men all turned to look at her as 

she entered the room.THESAURUS: lookhave/take a look especially spokento  

look at something quickly, especially in order to find or check something:I’ll have a  

look in my desk. | Take a look at this!glanceto look at someone or something for a  

short time and then look quickly away:Damien glanced nervously at his  

watch. | She glanced around the room.peek/peep also take a peek/peepto look 

quickly at something. Used especially when you are not supposed to look, or when you 

are looking through a small gap:The door was open so he peeked inside. | Katy peeped 

at her birthday present on the table.peerto look very carefully, especially because you 

cannot see well:Kenji was peering at the screen.glareto look at someone in an angry  

way:She glared at me as I got up to leave.stareto look at someone or something for a  

long time without moving your eyes:It’s rude to stare. | She stared straight into the 

camera.gazeto look at someone or something for a long time, often without realizing  

that you are doing it:Harry gazed out of the window . | He lay on his bed gazing at the 

ceiling. | She was gazing into the distance, lost in thought.gapeto look at someone or  

something for a long time, usually with your mouth open, because you are very  

shocked or surprised:People gaped at him with wide-open mouths.regard formalto  

look at someone or something, especially in a particular way:He regarded her steadily.  

look2 /lʊk/ noun  1. [singular] an act of looking at something GrammarUsually  

singular in this meaning. ADJECTIVESa quick/brief look After a quick look at the 

map, we set off.a long/lingering look Sam took a long look at her face.a 
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good/careful/close/proper look I didn’t get a good look at the man’s 

face.VERBShave/take a look Let me have a look at that coat – I think it’s mine. | Take 
a good look at the photo and see if you recognize anyone in it.get a look They moved 

to the front of the crowd to get a better look.sneak a look (=without wanting anyone 
to notice) When the doctor wasn’t looking, I sneaked a look at his 

notes.THESAURUS: lookglancea quick look at something before looking away 

again:Susan cast a quick glance at me (=she looked quickly at me). | He could not  

resist a sidelong glance (=quickly looking to the side) to see what was happening on 

the other side of the road.glimpsea short look at someone or something in which you 

do not see them very clearly:Fans were hoping to catch a glimpse of the singer as he 

left the hotel. | I had only a fleeting glimpse (=a very quick look) of the two men as  

they ran away.gazea long steady look:Eddie fixed his gaze on the floor. | She looked 

up and met his gaze (=looked at him when he was looking at her).starea long direct  

look, especially in an unfriendly way or in a way that shows you are surprised:He was  

watching me with a cold stare. | My cheery ‘Good Morning’ was met with a blank  

stare (=a stare which shows no emotion).glarean angry look at  

someone:She gave him a hostile glare as he entered the room.frowna confused or  

annoyed look:“Anyway,” she said with a frown, “I don’t see how there could be a  

connection.”2. the expression on someone’s face, which shows their 

feelingsADJECTIVESa frightened/worried/nervous look His mother watched him 

with a worried look on her face.a funny/odd/strange/curious look She gets some 
strange looks when she takes her cat for a walk.an angry look/a black look “Where 
have you been?” he asked, with an angry look.a doubtful/puzzled/quizzical 

look The wrong use of a word can cause puzzled looks.a dirty 
look (=disapproving) She gave me dirty looks the whole time I was talking to her 
boyfriend.a frosty look (=unfriendly) “You’re late,” said Simon, with a frosty look.a 

blank look (=showing no emotion, understanding, or interest) Maria could see from his 
blank look that he didn’t understand.a faraway look (=showing you are thinking of 
something else) He was staring out of the window with a faraway look in his eyes.a 

withering look (=making you feel stupid or embarrassed) She gave them a withering 
look, but they continued talking.VERBShave a look (on your face) He had a nervous 
look on his face.give sb a look People keep giving her strange looks.exchange 

looks The old woman and the young child exchanged looks.PREPOSITIONSa look of 
surprise/despair/horror/satisfaction etc She suddenly stopped, a look of surprise 
on her face.PHRASESthe look in sb’s eyes He could tell by the look in her eyes that 

she was upset.the look on sb’s face I can’t wait to see the look on his face when he 
opens his present. 

loophole /ˈluːphəʊl $ -hoʊl/ noun [C]  a small mistake in a law that makes it 

possible to avoid doing something that the law should make you doVERBSclose/plug a 
loophole (=get rid of it) The president wants to close tax loopholes for foreign 
companies.tighten (up) a loophole (=get rid of it or make it smaller) The changes 

will tighten up loopholes in the law.find/discover a loophole Some lawyers spend 
their time finding loopholes in contracts.leave a loophole A Bill must be exact and 
not leave any loopholes.create a loophole The company created a loophole in their 
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terms in order to avoid giving refunds.use/take advantage of/exploit a 

loophole (=use it to get what you want) Some people will take advantage 
of any loophole they can find. | Airlines may be exploiting legal loopholes in order to 

employ pilots trained outside the US.a loophole allows sb to do sth also a loophole 
enables sb to do sth formal Security loopholes allowed thieves to copy the 
data.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + loopholea serious/major loophole This is a major 

loophole in the system.a gaping/glaring loophole (=very large) There is a gaping 
loophole in the ban on sales of these weapons.a possible/potential loophole Beware 
of potential loopholes that an insurer could use to refuse to pay.a legal loophole The 

new law closed a number of legal loopholes.a tax loophole Because of a tax loophole, 
many high earners are not paying tax.a security loophole The bank did not know 
about a security loophole in their online banking.PREPOSITIONSa loophole in 

sth A loophole in the law means this is not illegal. 

loose /luːs/ adjective  1. not firmly fastened in place, or no longer fastened in 

placeVERBScome loose Some ropes had come loose and were swinging in the 
wind.work (itself) loose One of the bolts had worked loose.break loose On our way 

home, the canoe broke loose and came off the trailer.shake (sth) loose A 
bookcase shook loose from my wall during the earthquake.tear (sth) loose The 

wind tore a shutter loose from the front of the house.pry sth loose also prise sth 
loose BrE (=make it come loose by putting a tool under it) He prised a 
brick loose.hang loose He undid his tie so that it hung loose around his neck.leave 

sth loose The gust blew around some papers that had been left loose on the 
desk.wear your hair loose (=hanging down, and not tied with anything) Why don’t 
you ever wear your hair loose?NOUNSa loose tooth/button (=starting to come out or 

come off) I poked my loose tooth with my tongue. | Let me sew on that loose 
button for you.a loose thread He noticed a loose thread on his shirt.a loose 
board/floorboard A loose board creaked as she walked over it.a loose 

bolt/screw The loose bolts were discovered during an inspection.loose 
hair Her hair was loose today.ANTONYMS → tight1 (1)2. no longer tied to something 

or held in a cage, prison etcVERBSrun loose A neighbour spotted the dog running 

loose.break/get loose How did the bull get loose?turn/let/set sth/sb loose (=set 
them free) We can’t turn such a dangerous man loose. 

loot /luːt/ verb  THESAURUS > steal 

lorry /ˈlɒri $ ˈlɔːri, ˈlɑːri/ noun BrE  a large vehicle for carrying heavy 

goodsVERBSa lorry carries sth The lorry was carrying a large quantity of parcels.drive 
a lorry Her husband drives a lorry.load a lorry (with sth) also load sth onto a 

lorry They began loading the lorry with timber. | Rolls of paper were being loaded 
onto a lorry.unload a lorry I waited while the lorry was unloaded.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ lorrya heavy lorry They are disturbed by heavy lorries going past their homes.a 10-

tonne/38-tonne etc lorry His car collided with a 10-tonne lorry.a container 
lorry (=carrying goods in a very large metal box) Huge container lorries transport the 
fish to the markets in the cities.an articulated lorry (=a long lorry formed of two 

parts connected together) We got stuck behind an articulated lorry.an army lorry The 
rebels blew up an army lorry.PREPOSITIONSby lorry Food and water supplies have 
been brought in by lorry.in/on a lorry They took everything away in a lorry. | We’ll 

put the piano on the lorry.NOUNSa lorry driver He now works as a lorry driver.a lorry 
load of sth also a lorryload of sth I have to deliver a lorry load of stationery to 
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York.PHRASESa lorry loaded/laden with sth A lorry loaded with bricks overturned.a 

convoy of lorries (=a group of lorries travelling together) A convoy of UN lorries were 
held up at a checkpoint.a fleet of lorries (=a group of lorries) The company has a fleet 

of 65 lorries. Lorry is used in British English. In American English, people say truck.  

loss /lɒs $ lɒːs/ noun  1. a situation in which you do not have something any 

more, or you have less of somethingADJECTIVESa great/severe loss He suffered 

a severe loss of confidence after the accident.a significant/considerable loss This 
could lead to a significant loss of income.a major loss They have studied how people 
adjust to major losses in their lives.a total loss There has been a total loss of trust.a 

temporary/permanent loss He’s suffering from a temporary loss of memory.a 
rapid/gradual loss Rapid weight loss can cause health problems.financial 
loss Several clients had suffered financial losses as a result of taking his investment 

advice.NOUNS + lossweight loss Weight loss should be gradual.hearing loss Listening 
to loud music can result in permanent hearing loss.hair loss Some men are 
embarrassed about their hair loss.heat loss Insulation will reduce heat loss.job 

losses Further job losses are expected.VERBSsuffer a loss of sth They 
have suffered a loss of their traditional authority.result in/lead to/cause a loss of 
sth The decision will result in the loss of 80 jobs. | This brain disorder causes a loss of 

balance.prevent/reduce the loss of sth If you keep saving your files, this 
will prevent the loss of your work if there is a power failure. | This covering 
will reduce the loss of moisture from the soil.PHRASESloss of memory also memory 

loss Have you ever had a loss of memory as a result of a blow to the head?loss of 
blood also blood loss She was weak from loss of blood.loss of appetite Depression is 
a very common cause of loss of appetite.loss of confidence She was bullied at school 

and she still suffers from a loss of confidence.loss of control Drinking often results 
in loss of control over one’s life.loss of earnings/income The insurance policy 
compensates you for loss of earnings.2. if a business makes a loss, it spends more than 

it earnsADJECTIVESa big/huge/massive loss Many football clubs have made big 
losses.a substantial loss If we sell the property now, we will make a substantial loss.a 
small loss Their small loss had turned into a very big one.a net loss (=after tax and 

costs are paid) The company reported a net loss of $28 million.VERBSmake a 
loss also incur a loss formal The restaurant made a loss last year. | The 
group incurred total losses of £9.7 million.run/operate at a loss (=make a loss while 

operating as a business) The business is currently running at a loss.report a loss Last 
year the company reported a loss of £4.2 million.recoup your losses (=get money 
back) The company will try to recoup its losses by charging customers 

more.PREPOSITIONSa loss of £50,000/$10 million etc The company is expected to 
make a loss of about £2 million.3. used when talking about someone's 

deathADJECTIVESa terrible loss You have suffered a terrible loss.a sad/tragic 
loss Her family are trying to come to terms with their tragic loss.a great/huge 
loss When his wife died, it was a great loss.heavy losses (=the death of many people 

in fighting) The British armed forces had suffered heavy losses. Losses in the plural  

usually refers to deaths caused by fighting in war. PHRASESloss of life/lives The 

flooding caused great devastation and loss of life. People sometimes say I’m sorry  
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for your loss to someone whose relative has just died. VERBSsuffer losses (=have 

your soldiers or other people killed in war) They said they had suffered no losses in the 
attack.inflict losses (on sb) (=kill your enemy’s soldiers or other people) The 

government claimed to have inflicted heavy losses on the rebels.result in/lead 
to/cause a loss The accident resulted in the loss of 13 lives.mourn the loss of sb He 
was mourning the loss of his close friend, Paddy.PREPOSITIONSthe loss of sb She had 

quickly adjusted to the loss of her mother. 

lottery /ˈlɒtəri $ ˈlɑː-/ noun  a game in which people buy tickets with numbers on 

them. If their number is picked by chance, they win money or a prizeVERBSwin the 

lottery If I won the lottery, I’d buy a new car.play/do the 
lottery He does the lottery every week.have/hold a lottery They held a lottery to 
raise money for the school.run/operate a lottery The company runs the 

national lottery.lottery + NOUNSa lottery ticket Have you bought a lottery 
ticket yet?lottery numbers She always uses the same lottery numbers.a lottery 
winner He is Spain’s biggest lottery winner.a lottery prize He received a letter saying 

he had won a lottery prize.the lottery jackpot (=the total amount of money that you 
can win in a lottery) A Texas man won the $93 million lottery jackpot.a lottery 
game I’ve played the Irish lottery game a few times.lottery winnings (=money you 

win in a lottery) They spent their lottery winnings on a new house and a boat.a lottery 
operator (=the company that organizes a lottery) The lottery operator has introduced 
new rules.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + lotterya national/state lottery He won the 

California state lottery.PREPOSITIONSin/on a lottery We won some 
money on the lottery. 

loud /laʊd/ adjective  a loud sound or voice makes a lot of noiseNOUNSa loud 

voice/shout/cry/cheer “Go away!” he said in a loud voice.a loud noise/sound I 
heard a loud noise outside my window.loud music Neighbours complained that 
the loud music was keeping them awake.a loud explosion/bang/crash The book fell 

to the floor with a loud bang.loud applause/laughter She received loud applause at 
the end of her speech.ADVERBSextremely/incredibly loud The roar of the engines 
was incredibly loud.deafeningly loud (=extremely loud, in a way that could cause 

damage to your hearing) The music they play is deafeningly loud.PHRASESloud and 
clear (=loud enough for other people to hear) We can hear you loud and clear.turn sth 

up loud (=make something play loudly) I turned the music up loud.THESAURUS: 

loudnoisyneighbour | crowd | children | protest | demonstration | meeting | b

ar | restaurant | factory | office | road | traffic | engineused about people,  

places, and machines that are too loud:Their lives were being ruined by noisy  

neighbours. | The embassy was surrounded by a noisy crowd of protesters. | A group 

of noisy children came out of the school. | There was a noisy demonstration through  

the middle of the city. | The restaurant was so noisy it was impossible to have a  

conversation. | I find it difficult to work in a noisy office. | We live next to  

a noisy main road. | Steam engines are incredibly noisy. Noisy or loud?You  

use loud when talking about sounds. You say loud music (not ‘noisy’ music)  
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and loud thunder (not ‘noisy’ thunder).You use noisy about a person who is making a  

lot of noise: I was surrounded by a group of noisy children. You use loud to describe  

a person who always speaks in a loud confident way, which you find rather  

annoying: He is very loud and he always thinks he knows  

everything. rowdyfans | crowd | teenagers | protesters | behaviour | party | p

ub | bara rowdy group of people behave in a noisy and uncontrolled way. A rowdy 

party or place is full of noisy people, often behaving badly:The streets were full  

of rowdy soccer fans. | Rowdy teenagers are causing trouble on London buses. | The 

police were called to the pub after customers complained about rowdy 

behaviour. | A rowdy party ended in three people being  

arrested.raucous /ˈrɔːkəs $ ˈrɒː-

/ formallaughter | celebration | demonstration | crowd | behaviour | shouting | 

songvery loud because people are excited:The audience suddenly burst into raucous  

laughter. | The city is well known for its raucous New Year celebrations. | The capital  

was quiet after a series of raucous demonstrations the day before. | The teams played 

in front of a raucous crowd of 14,000 fans.resoundingcrack | thud | cheerused to  

describe a loud noise when something hits another thing, or a loud cheer that  

continues for some time:The door shut with a resounding crack. | His body hit the floor  

with a resounding thud. | His remarks were met with a resounding  

cheer. Resounding is only used before a noun. VERY 

LOUDdeafening /ˈdefənɪŋ/roar | noise | sound | music | explosion | cheer | appla

useso loud that you cannot hear anything else:I shouted to make myself heard above 

the deafening roar of the wind. | The noise from the ship’s engines was deafening. | All  

she could hear was the deafening sound of the traffic. | The deafening music made 

conversation impossible. | A deafening cheer went up from the crowd when the 

announcement was made. You say there was a deafening silence when you are  

shocked because someone refuses to give an answer: Demands for reform were met  

with a deafening silence from the military  

government. thunderousapplause | roar | cheer | noise | explosion | ovationext

remely loud – used about long deep sounds:His remarks received thunderous  

applause from the audience (=people clapped very loudly). | The thunderous roar from 

the waterfalls can be heard from far away. | There was a thunderous explosion and a  

blinding flash of light. | The new champion walked off the court to a thunderous  

ovation from the crowd (=the crowd stood up and cheered and clapped very  
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loudly). Thunderous is only used before a  

noun.Thunderous or deafening?Thunderous is the usual word to use  

with applause. It is used about long deep sounds: the thunderous roar of the  

engines.You use deafening when something is so loud that you cannot hear anything  

else, especially when you wish it would stop: The music was deafening. ear-

splittingsound | noise | racketso loud that your ears feel uncomfortable:The ear-

splitting sound of techno music was coming from the next room. | The scooter engines  

made an ear-splitting racket (=a very loud annoying noise – an informal  

use).piercingscream | cry | shriek | whistle | soundextremely loud, high, and 

unpleasant to hear:She let out a piercing scream and pushed the man away. | The bird  

has a high piercing cry. | Suddenly I heard a piercing whistle. | The piercing sound of  

the alarm bell rang out. If music or a radio, TV etc is very loud, you say that it is at  

full volume: She has her television on at full volume. ANTONYMS → quiet (1) 

loudspeaker /ˌlaʊdˈspiːkə, ˈlaʊdˌspiːkə $ -ər/ noun  a piece of equipment used 

to make sounds louderVERBSspeak/shout through a loudspeaker The 

politicians spoke to the crowd through a loudspeaker.play sth through a 
loudspeaker The music is played through huge loudspeakers.a loudspeaker 
plays/broadcasts/announces sth Loudspeakers announced that the play would 

restart in five minutes.a loudspeaker blares sth out also sth blares out from a 
loudspeaker (=used about very loud and unpleasant sounds) Music was blaring out 
from the loudspeakers of his car.loudspeaker + NOUNSa loudspeaker system Mark’s 

name had been called over the loudspeaker system.a loudspeaker 
announcement A loudspeaker announcement will advise you when to board the 
boat.PREPOSITIONSover/through a loudspeaker (=using a loudspeaker) The 

announcement was made over a loudspeaker.PHRASESa pair of loudspeakers If you 
have a pair of loudspeakers, you will want to get the best possible sound quality from 
them. 

lounge /laʊndʒ/ noun  1. a room in a house or a hotel where people can sit and 

relaxADJECTIVES/NOUNS + loungethe hotel lounge He was sitting in the hotel 
lounge.the guest lounge The guest lounge faces onto the garden.a communal 

lounge (=shared by people staying somewhere) There is a communal lounge where 
students can meet and talk.a spacious lounge The house has a spacious lounge.a 
comfortable/cosy lounge The facilities include a comfortable lounge and bar.a TV 

lounge (=where you can watch TV) There is a TV lounge for residents.a 
coffee/cocktail lounge (=where coffee or cocktails are served) He met her in 
the coffee lounge of the Western Hotel.a sun lounge BrE (=a room which is designed 

to get a lot of sunlight) There is a light, airy sun lounge with delightful views of the 
garden.lounge + NOUNSa lounge area The hotel has a cosy lounge area.a lounge 
bar (=a comfortable bar in a pub or hotel) They were relaxing with a drink in 

the lounge bar.2. a waiting room at an airportNOUNS + loungethe airport lounge We 
sat in the airport lounge for hours.the departure lounge (=where you wait just before 
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getting on a plane) In the departure lounge there was a crowd of passengers waiting to 

get on the flight.the passenger lounge The passenger lounge was almost empty.the 
VIP lounge (=for famous or rich people) The president was sitting in the VIP 

lounge. VIP is short for ‘very important person’.  

lousy /ˈlaʊzi/ adjective  THESAURUS > terrible 

love1 /lʌv/ verb  to like someone or something very muchADVERBSlove sb very 

much He loves his wife very much.love sb deeply/dearly/passionately They 

both loved each other deeply.truly/really love sb He suddenly realized that he truly 

loved Pat and wanted her back in his life.THESAURUS: loveadoreto love and 

admire someone very much:When she was a child she adored her father.be in love 

(with sb)to feel that you love someone and want to have a romantic relationship with  

them:We were both young and very much in love. | Karen was in love with a man who 

was much older than her.be infatuated with sbto love someone a lot and keep 

thinking about them, in a way that seems silly because you do not know them very  

well:He became infatuated with a woman he met at a conference.have a crush on 

sbto love and be sexually attracted to someone you are not having a relationship with,  

usually someone older:Jane had a crush on the German teacher.be crazy about 

sb informalto love someone very much – used for emphasis:She’s crazy about you.be 

devoted to sbto love someone very much and give them a lot of attention:He 

was absolutely devoted to his wife and his children.dote on sb writtento love someone 

very much, especially a much younger family member, and behave very kindly to  

them:He dotes on his grandchildren. You can also say that someone is in love  

with another person: Tracy was in love with a man who was much older than  

her. The couple are very much in love. She fell in love with a beautiful young  

prince (=started to have feelings of love for him). ANTONYMS → hate1 

love2 /lʌv/ noun  1. a strong feeling of liking someone very muchADJECTIVEStrue 

love (=real love) He felt that he had finally found true love.real love You could 
see real love in their eyes.romantic love Romantic love was not always the reason for 

marriage.passionate love He wrote about his passionate love for her.young 
love (=between young people) It’s a story of young love in the 1950s.unrequited 
love formal (=love for someone who does not love you) Shakespeare’s play is a tale 

of unrequited love.undying love (=love that does not stop) She wrote of her undying 
love for her children.unconditional love (=that continues whatever bad things 
someone does) Their mother gave them unconditional love.brotherly love (=between 

brothers or like that of brothers) They was no sign of any brotherly love between 
them.VERBS + loveshow/express your love He shows his love for her by buying her 

presents.declare your love (=say that you love someone) At the age of 5, he declared 
his undying love for his teacher.find love (=meet someone to love) I never thought I 
would find love.return sb’s love (=love someone who loves you) Estella does 

not return his love.earn sb’s love (=do something to deserve it) Children should not 
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have to earn their parents’ love.love + VERBSlove grows/blossoms (=it becomes 

greater) Their love blossomed when they went on holiday together.love dies (=it 
ends) Our love will never die.love + NOUNSa love song/story The book is basically 

a love story.a love letter She kept all their old love letters.a love affair (=a romantic 
relationship between people who are not married to each other) He had a love 
affair with his wife’s best friend.sb’s love life (=someone’s romantic 

relationships) She’s always asking about my love life.PREPOSITIONSlove for 
sb Their love for each other grew deeper every day.love between sb It was clear that 
there was no longer any love between them.out of/for love (=because you love 

someone) She gave up her career for love.PHRASESbe in love (with sb) (=have 
feelings of love for someone) You can see that she is very much in love with him.fall in 
love (with sb) (=start to love someone) They fell in love and decided to get 

married.love at first sight (=when you love someone as soon as you meet 
them) When I first met my wife, it was love at first sight.madly/deeply in love (=you 
love someone very much) I married Dan because I was madly in love.head over heels 

in love informal (=you love someone very much) The two of them fell head over heels 
in love.love is blind (=used to say that people do not notice the faults of the person 
they love) I don’t know what she sees in him, but I guess love is blind.the love of 

your life (= the person you have loved the most in your life) She said that he was the 
love of her life.2. a strong feeling of enjoyment and interest in somethingVERBShave a 
love of sth If you have a love of music, you will enjoy this course.develop a love of 

sth This is where he first developed a love of the sea.inspire a love of sth He inspired 
a love of nature in his students.share a love of sth They both share a love 
of Shakespeare.fall in love with sth (=start liking it very much) I fell in love 

with Amsterdam the first time I visited the city.ADJECTIVESa lifelong love of sth Her 
lifelong love of Brazil began during a visit to Rio de Janeiro.a secret love of sth She 
confessed to a secret love of the Harry Potter books.a new-found love of sth He’s 

been telling me about his new-found love of poetry.PREPOSITIONSa love of sth He had 
a great love of music.a love for sth He’s a teacher with a love 

for sport.THESAURUS: loveaffectiona gentle feeling of love which makes you 

want to be kind to someone and show them that you love them – used especially about  

friends and members of your family:Alison and I had been at school together, and I felt  

great affection for her. | My mother never showed us any affection.devotionvery  

strong love for someone in which you want to give them a lot of attention and look 

after them – used especially about strong feelings of love for your wife, husband,  

children etc:His recovery is largely due to the devotion of his wife and family.passiona 

strong and exciting feeling of love for someone you are extremely sexually attracted  

to:He loved her still, with just the same passion as he always had. | There was no 

passion in their relationship.infatuationa strong feeling of love for someone, in which  

you cannot stop thinking about them, and which seems silly because you do not know 

them very well:She hoped that his ridiculous infatuation would soon wear  

off. | His infatuation with Diane seemed to be growing. | It was just a childhood 

infatuation.romancethe feeling of loving someone and the nice things you do to show 

this – used about someone you are sexually attracted to:The romance had gone out of  
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their relationship. | In the UK, one in ten people have found romance over the 

internet. | Holiday romances often don't last very long. | The film is the story of  

a romance between two people who work in the same office. | They got married in  

June, after a whirlwind romance (=one that happened very quickly).crusha very  

strong feeling of love and sexual attraction for someone such as a teacher or a famous 

person, especially when there is no chance of you having a relationship with that  

person because you are much younger than them:She had a teenage crush on one of  

her teachers. | I had a big crush on Tom Cruise when I was growing up. | It was just  

a schoolgirl crush.  

lovely adjective  THESAURUS > beautiful 

lover /ˈlʌvə $ -ər/ noun  1. someone’s lover is the person they are having a 

sexual relationship with but who they are not married toADJECTIVESsb’s former 

lover He tried to kill his former lover.young lovers A pair of young lovers walked by, 
hand in hand.a secret lover Maybe she has a secret lover.sb’s new lover He was 
jealous of her new lover.a jealous lover He was attacked by a jealous lover.a jilted 

lover (=someone who has been left by their lover) Jilted lovers sometimes try to get 
revenge on their former partners.star-crossed lovers (=lovers in stories who are very 
unlucky and can never have a happy life together) Romeo and Juliet is a tale of 

two star-crossed lovers.a live-in lover (=a lover who shares your house) Lewis has a 
new live-in lover.a gay lover Jill left him for her gay lover.VERBSbecome 
lovers They became lovers after meeting at a party last year.take a lover old-

fashioned (=get a lover) She took a lover when her husband was away.PHRASESa 
lovers’ tiff (=a slight argument between lovers) They’d had a lovers’ tiff and weren’t 

speaking to each other. Lover often sounds a little formal and old-fashioned. It is  

often used in newspaper reports about scandals. It emphasizes the sexual nature of  

the relationship.In everyday English, people usually use girlfriend, boyfriend,  

or partner, which sound more neutral. THESAURUS: lovergirlfrienda girl or  

woman that you are having a romantic relationship with:I’ve been going out  

with my girlfriend for six months. | He has just split up with his girlfriend.boyfrienda 

boy or man that you are having a romantic relationship with:Her boyfriend is very  

good-looking. | Amy has got a new boyfriend. | Can I be your boyfriend?partnera man 

or woman that you are having a serious romantic relationship with, especially someone 

that you live with:Wives, husbands, and partners are invited to the party too. | His  

partner also works in the fashion industry.mistressa woman who is having a sexual  

relationship with a married man, especially a man who is famous or powerful:The 

writer had a mistress for many years.2. someone who likes something very 

muchNOUNS + lovera music lover Music lovers can take their music anywhere if they 
have an MP3 player.an animal/dog/cat etc lover She is an animal lover and keeps 
several pets at home.a nature lover The island is a paradise for walkers, bird 
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watchers, and nature lovers.PREPOSITIONSa lover of sb/sth He is a lover of fine 

wines and good food.THESAURUS: lover→ fan 

low /ləʊ $ loʊ/ adjective (lowerlowest)  1. not high, or in a position that is not 

highNOUNSa low table/chair There was a low table coffee table in front of the sofa.a 
low wall/fence The yard was surrounded by a low fence.a low hill/mountain The 
house stood on top of a low hill.a low house/building The village consisted of a row 

of low wooden houses.a low branch He picked an apple from one of the lower 
branches of the tree.a low roof The houses in the mountains had low roofs.low 
ground There is a risk of flooding on low ground.a low bridge The bridge was 

too low for the ship to go under.a low door There is a low door in the kitchen which 
leads to the cellar.a low tower/column/chimney There was a low wooden tower at 

each corner.THESAURUS: lowlow-lyingarea | region | place | part | landa 

low-lying area is in a low position compared to the level of the sea or rivers:People  

living in low-lying areas were forced to move to higher ground. | The Nile delta is  

a low-lying region. | Rabbit holes in low-lying places may at times become very  

wet. | The waves swept over low-lying parts of the country. | The river flooded vast  

areas of low-lying land.low-risebuilding | housinglow-rise buildings are only one or  

two floors high:The complex consists of a group of low-rise office buildings. | People  

want low-rise housing made using traditional materials.ANTONYMS → high (1)2. small, 

or smaller than usual, in amount, level, or valueNOUNSa low price/cost They sell 

good carpets at low prices.a low rent/tax Rents are low in this part of the city.low 
salary/wage/pay/income The workers are paid very low wages.a low 
level/rate/degree The city has a relatively low level of pollution.a low 

amount/proportion/percentage The amount of traffic is low.a low 
number/grade/score A lower number of men are choosing teaching as a career.a 
low standard His work has been of a low standard.a low speed Both vehicles were 

travelling at low speed.a low temperature The medicine needs to be stored at a low 
temperature.a low demand Continuing low demand for new cars has led the company 
to cut production.a low profit/return Restaurants complain about low profits and high 

food costs.low unemployment Traditionally this part of the country has been an area 
of low unemployment.low inflation The country has achieved low inflation and steady 
growth.a low risk/chance There is only a very low risk of catching the disease.a low 

sugar/salt/fat etc content (=not containing a lot of sugar etc) It’s better to eat food 

with a low sugar content.THESAURUS: 

lowfalling/decliningvalue | price | number | rate | demand | sales | profitsbec

oming low. Declining is more formal than falling:The falling value of the dollar will  

push up the price of imports. | A declining number of students are choosing to study  

history. | In Japan, people are worried about the declining birth rate. | There is  

a falling demand for newspapers. | Manufacturers of large vehicles have 

reported falling sales. | Increasing costs and declining profits forced him to borrow 

more money.3. near the bottom of the range of soundsNOUNSa low note I can’t sing 

the low notes.a low voice/sound Boys’ voices usually become much lower as they get 

older.a low whisper They spoke in a low whisper, to avoid being heard.a low 
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pitch His voice dropped to a low pitch.THESAURUS: lowdeepvoice | sounda 

deep voice or sound is low, strong, and pleasant:He has a lovely deep voice. | The 

engine has a wonderful deep sound.huskyvoice | whisper | laugha husky voice is  

deep, quiet, and rough-sounding, especially in a way that is attractive:Jazz singers  

often have husky voices. | His voice dropped to a husky whisper. | She gave a husky 

laugh.gravellyvoice | tonea gravelly voice is very low and rough-sounding:John 

Wayne was famous for his gravelly voice. | His gravelly tones gave the report an air of  

seriousness.THESAURUS: low→ quiet (1)ANTONYMS → high (3)4. not 

expensiveTHESAURUS: low→ cheap 

lower /ˈlaʊə $ -ər/ verb  THESAURUS > reduce 

loyal /ˈlɔɪəl/ adjective  always supporting a person, organization 

etcVERBSremain/stay loyal The army has remained loyal to the 
government.ADVERBSfiercely/intensely loyal (=extremely loyal) The football club 
has a fiercely loyal group of fans.NOUNSa loyal customer The hotel has many loyal 

customers who come to stay there every year.a loyal friend/ally She has been a good 
and loyal friend to me.a loyal member She is a very loyal member of the church.a 
loyal supporter/fan/follower He has been a loyal supporter of the party for many 

years.loyal support The head teacher thanked parents for their loyal support.a loyal 
following (=group of people who support or admire someone or something) The band 
has built up a small but loyal following.loyal troops Any public protests against the 

president were quickly dealt with by loyal troops.a loyal servant He was the king’s 
most loyal servant.a loyal subject formal (=someone who is loyal to their country 

which is ruled by a king or queen) They were loyal subjects of the Queen.loyal 
service She has given many years of loyal service to the company.PREPOSITIONSloyal 
to sb/sth She was very loyal to her father, and never criticized him. 

loyalty /ˈlɔɪəlti/ noun (plural loyalties)  the quality of being loyal to someone or 

somethingADJECTIVESgreat/deep/strong loyalty Why do you feel such deep 
loyalty to him?absolute/total/complete loyalty She has always shown complete 
loyalty to the company.fierce/intense loyalty (=very great) She was moved by her 

friend’s fierce loyalty.unswerving/unwavering loyalty (=never changing) He was 
rewarded for his unswerving loyalty.undying loyalty (=never ending) I pledge 
my undying loyalty to you.blind/unthinking/unquestioning loyalty (=without 

thinking whether someone deserves it) Sarah was criticized for her blind loyalty to her 
husband.divided/conflicting loyalties (=to more than one person or group, 
especially when this causes problems) The war created divided loyalties in many 

families.personal loyalty He inspired personal loyalty among his employees.political 
loyalty The party demands political loyalty from its members.national/regional 

loyalty (=to a country or area) In war, national loyalty is expected.tribal loyalty (=to 
a group, team etc) Football fans tend to have a strange kind of tribal loyalty.NOUNS 

+ loyaltyfamily/company/party loyalty (=to your family, company, or party) Family 

loyalty prevented her from telling what she knew.customer loyalty (=to a company, 
so that you always buy its products) The company relies on customer loyalty instead of 
using big advertising campaigns.brand loyalty (=by customers who always buy a 

particular make of product) Advertising is used to create brand loyalty.VERBSfeel 
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loyalty Marco felt an intense loyalty to the country where he was 

born.show/demonstrate loyalty He showed great loyalty to his wife during her long 
illness.prove your loyalty He has proved his loyalty many times.swear/pledge 

loyalty (=promise to be loyal) The president’s assistants swore their loyalty to 
him.owe sb loyalty (=they deserve it from you) You owe them no loyalty.win sb’s 
loyalty (=get it) Steve had won her loyalty and trust.inspire/command 

loyalty (=make people feel loyal to you) She inspires extraordinary loyalty among her 
staff.give sb your loyalty The people are expected to give their leader 
absolute loyalty.demand/expect loyalty You cannot expect total loyalty from 

anyone.reward sb’s loyalty He rewarded his friends’ loyalty by helping them in times 
of need.doubt/question sb’s loyalty Are you doubting my loyalty?test sb’s 
loyalty Perhaps she is trying to test your loyalty.shift/switch your loyalties (=start 

being loyal to a different person) He would never shift his loyalties to another football 
team.create/increase/encourage loyalty The company is trying 
to increase customer loyalty by giving special offers to people.keep sb’s 

loyalty also retain sb’s loyalty formal The party is having difficulty keeping the 
loyalty of its members.loyalty + NOUNSa loyalty scheme (=in which a company or 
shop gives rewards every time a customer uses it) The supermarket operates a loyalty 

scheme.a loyalty card (=used to collect rewards every time you use a company or 
shop) You collect points using a loyalty card.PREPOSITIONSloyalty to/towards 
sb/sth Eva understood her husband’s loyalty to his sister. | Most people feel 

some loyalty towards the company they work for.out of loyalty (=because of 
loyalty) She remained silent out of loyalty to her friend.PHRASESa sense of 
loyalty She had a strong sense of loyalty to her family.an oath of loyalty (=a promise 

to be loyal) They swore an oath of loyalty to their king.a show of loyalty (=an action 
that shows someone is loyal) He was hoping for a show of loyalty from his boss.where 
your loyalties lie (=who or what you are loyal to) Decide where your loyalties lie – 

with your friends or your family. 

luck /lʌk/ noun  good or bad things that happen to you by 

chanceADJECTIVES/NOUNS + luckgood luck These birds are said to bring good 

luck.bad luck His bad luck continued and he lost the next three games.sheer/pure 
luck also dumb luck AmE (=chance, and not skill or effort) She managed to catch hold 
of the rope by sheer luck. | Sometimes I think my success was really just dumb 

luck.beginner’s luck (=good luck that happens when you first try something) His first 
shot hit the centre of the target. “Beginner’s luck, I guess,” he said.bad/hard 
luck! (=used to show sympathy for someone who has not succeeded) “I didn’t get the 

job.” “Oh, bad luck!”tough luck (=used when saying that you do not feel sorry for 
someone) If they can’t get to the airport in time for the plane, that’s tough luck.VERBS 

+ luckhave good/bad luck He’s had some bad luck lately.have more/less luck I 

hope you have more luck in the next competition.have no luck also not have 
much/any luck (=not be lucky or successful) I’d been looking for a job for weeks, 
but had had no luck.have the (good/bad) luck to do sth He had the good luck 

to meet a man who could help him.wish sb luck I’m taking my driving test tomorrow –
 wish me luck.bring sb/give sb luck He always carried the stone in his pocket; he 
thought it brought him luck.try your luck (=try something that involves a risk) He 

decided to try his luck in management.push your luck (=do something that involves a 
risk, especially something you have successfully done before) You’re pushing your 
luck if you ask him for more money.luck + VERBSsb’s luck holds (=they continue 
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having good luck) Our luck held, and the weather remained fine.sb’s luck runs 

out (=they stop having good luck) Finally, my luck ran out and they caught 
me.PREPOSITIONSby luck (=because of luck) It was only by luck that I realized what 

had happened.for luck (=in order to have good luck) She crossed her fingers for 
luck.with luck (=if someone is lucky) With luck, we’ll be home before dinner.PHRASESa 
piece/stroke of luck (=something good that happens by chance) What a piece of 

luck that he arrived when he did!be in luck (=be able to do or get something, 
especially when you did not expect to) You’re in luck – someone found your keys this 
morning.have a run of good/bad luck (=a series of good or bad things) The team 

have had a run of bad luck lately, losing their last five games.can’t believe your 
luck I couldn’t believe my luck when I heard I had got the job!sth is a matter of 
luck (=something that depends on chance) Winning is a matter of luck.there is an 

element of luck (=an amount of luck is involved in something) There is always an 
element of luck when hiring someone for a job.better luck next time (=used for 
saying you hope someone will be more successful next time they try something) If you 

didn’t win, better luck next time.as luck would have it (=used for saying that 
something happened by chance) As luck would have it, the train was late so I didn’t 

miss it.THESAURUS: luckchancethe way that some things happen without being  

planned or caused by people:I met her by chance on a plane to Tokyo. | Like all top  

athletes, he leaves nothing to chance, and trains harder than anybody.fortuneluck and 

the effect it has on your life:I had the good fortune to work with some great  

people. | The tour was dogged by ill fortune from the start (=it had a lot of bad 

luck). | Fortune has shone on the team so far this season (=they have been 

lucky).fatea power that some people believe controls what happens to people and 

which cannot be changed or stopped:It must have been fate that brought them 

together, and fate that tore them apart. | Fate dealt him a cruel blow with the death of  

his wife at the age of 32. | We can’t just leave it to fate.providencea power which  

some people believe controls what happens in our lives and protects us:Do you believe 

in divine providence (=God’s power to make things happen)? | Her life was mapped 

out for her by providence.fluke informalsomething good that happens because of  

luck:Their second goal was a fluke. | They won by a fluke.  

lucky /ˈlʌki/ adjective  1. if you are lucky, something good happens to you by 

chanceVERBSbe/feel lucky I feel very lucky to be here.get lucky informal (=be 
lucky) They’re not a great team – they just got lucky. | You might get lucky and find a 
bargain.strike lucky/strike it lucky informal (=be lucky) I applied for twenty jobs 

before I struck lucky.count/think/consider yourself lucky (=think that you are 
lucky, considering the situation) You should count yourself lucky you weren’t seriously 
hurt.NOUNSa lucky man/woman/boy/girl Your son’s a lucky man, having a father 

like you.a lucky winner The lucky winner of the competition will be announced next 
week.a lucky escape We had a lucky escape when our car crashed into a tree.a lucky 
chance/accident It was discovered by a lucky chance.a lucky coincidence (=a 

situation when two things happen together unexpectedly) By a lucky coincidence, Paul 
was in New York, too.a lucky break (=an opportunity that allows you to be 
successful) Our band just needs a lucky break.a lucky guess Did she really work out 
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the answer, or was it just a lucky guess?a lucky win England got a lucky win over 

France.PREPOSITIONSlucky with sth We’ve been lucky with the weather.lucky for 
sb It’s lucky for them that no one saw them.PHRASESthe lucky ones (=people who 

are lucky compared to others) They considered themselves the lucky ones because they 
escaped with only minor injuries.a lucky few It is a special quality that only a lucky 
few possess.be lucky enough to do sth (=have the good luck to do something) I was 

lucky enough to be chosen for the school team.be born lucky (=always be 
lucky) Some people seem to be born lucky.not be so lucky One twin survived, but the 
other was not so lucky.you lucky thing! (=said when you are telling someone you 

think they are lucky) You’re going to the concert? You lucky thing!third time 
lucky (=when you succeed on the third time of trying) Everyone is praying that this 
time it will be third time lucky.it is sb’s lucky day I found £10 – it must be my lucky 

day. Lucky or fortunate?Fortunate is more formal than lucky and is the usual word  

to use in more formal contexts: The university has been fortunate to attract a wide  

range of excellent speakers.The difference is mainly about collocation. You say  

a lucky winner/guess/break (not a ‘fortunate’ one).You can say a lucky  

coincidence/accident or a fortunate coincidence/accident. THESAURUS: 

luckyfortunatehappening because of good luck. Fortunate is more formal  

than lucky:It was extremely fortunate that there was no one in the building when the 

bomb went off. | I’m in the fortunate position of doing a job I love. | Some plants  

actually prefer a lot of shade, which is fortunate for gardeners choosing plants for  

gloomy corners.it’s a good thing (that)... also it’s a good job 

(that)... BrE spokenused when saying that there would have been problems if  

something had not happened:It’s a good thing that you brought an umbrella with  

you. | It’s a good job I’m here to help.miraculousextremely lucky in a way that is  

almost unbelievable:A teenager had a miraculous escape last night when the car she 

was travelling in overturned. | The doctor gave her a month to live but she made a  

miraculous recovery. | It was miraculous that no one was seriously injured in the 

accident.fortuitous /fɔːˈtjuːətəs $ fɔːrˈtuː-, fɔːˈtjuːɪtəs $ fɔːrˈtuː-/ formalhappening  

because of good luck:It was a highly fortuitous decision. | It was fortuitous that no one 

else was hurt. | Are you sure that this was just a fortuitous coincidence?a 

fluke /fluːk/ informalsomething that happens by chance, not because of skill or good 

judgement:The goal was a fluke. | By a fluke, he managed to get the question right.be 

in the right place at the right timeused when saying that someone is lucky and the 

situation is right for them:Making money from buying property is easy – you just have 

to be in the right place at the right time.ANTONYMS → unlucky (1)2. something that 

is lucky is believed to bring good luckNOUNSa lucky number In many cultures, 7 is 
a lucky number.a lucky charm (=a small object, often worn on a chain or bracelet, 
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thought to bring good luck) She was wearing a bracelet with lucky charms on 
it.ANTONYMS → unlucky (2) 

luggage /ˈlʌɡɪdʒ/ noun  the cases, bags etc that you carry when you are 

travellingPHRASESa piece of luggage also an item of luggage formal Security 
officers checked every piece of luggage. | You are allowed to take one item of 
luggage onto the plane.Don’t say luggages. Say pieces/items of luggage. Luggage is 

an uncountable noun and is not used in the plural.VERBScarry 
luggage Don’t carry more luggage than you need.check in your luggage BrE check 
your luggage AmE Some airlines charge you to check in your luggage.lose sb’s 

luggage The airline lost all my luggage.search sb’s 
luggage They searched his luggage for weapons.ADJECTIVESheavy luggage Take a 
taxi, especially if you have heavy luggage.hand luggage/carry-on 

luggage (=luggage that you take onto a plane with you) You’re not allowed to carry 
knives in your hand luggage.lost luggage (=luggage that an airline or a bus, train etc 
company has lost) The insurance company will pay for any lost luggage.left 

luggage (=a place at a station etc where you can pay to leave luggage and collect it 
later) Left luggage is situated next to the information desk.luggage + NOUNSa luggage 
rack (=a shelf for putting luggage on) He got on the train and put his case on 

the luggage rack.a luggage compartment (=a place in a vehicle for storing 
luggage) The luggage compartment of the bus was full.a luggage locker (=a cupboard 
for storing luggage in a train or bus station) I left my bags in a luggage locker at the 

station.a luggage trolley BrE a luggage cart AmE I went to get a luggage 
trolley when we arrived at the airport.a luggage van (=a carriage on a train where 
you can put large pieces of luggage) He put his bicycle in the luggage van.a luggage 

label/tag I wrote my name and address on the luggage label.luggage space There’s 
not much luggage space in the car.PREPOSITIONSin your luggage The drugs had been 

hidden in his luggage.THESAURUS: luggagebaggagethe cases, bags etc that  

you carry when you are travelling – used especially when the bags are being looked 

after by an airline, train company etc:Check your baggage in at the desk. | He’s  

a baggage handler for British Airways (=someone who moves baggage from place to  

place). | The airline charges for excess baggage (=things that weigh more than the 

amount that you are allowed to take with you on a plane). | Some of their baggage 

was stolen.bagsbags that you carry when you are travelling:They 

were packing their bags ready for the trip.things/stuff informalall the things that  

someone has with them when they are travelling:He put the stuff in the car and 

started to drive away. | Have you got all your things?  

lump /lʌmp/ noun  THESAURUS > piece 

lunch /lʌntʃ/ noun  a meal eaten in the middle of the dayVERBShave/eat 

lunch We’ll have lunch around midday.have sth for lunch I 
usually have sandwiches for lunch.take sb (out) to lunch (=pay for someone’s lunch 
when you go to a restaurant) He took her out for lunch at a local pub.go out for/to 

lunch (=have lunch at a restaurant) I don’t often go out to lunch, as it’s 
expensive.come for/to lunch (=come to someone’s house for lunch) Can you come to 
lunch tomorrow?make lunch You clear the table while I make lunch.break for 

lunch (=stop doing something in order to eat lunch) Why don’t we break for lunch at 
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about 1 o’clock?meet for lunch also do lunch informal We must meet for 

lunch sometime.serve lunch Lunch is served in the main dining 
room.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + luncha three-course/two-course etc lunch (=with 

three, two etc parts) It costs 30 euros for a four-course lunch.a light lunch (=a small 
lunch) After a light lunch, he would take a nap each afternoon.a hot/cold 
lunch (=consisting of hot or cold food) At 1 o’clock, a cold lunch will be 

served. | Having a big hot lunch can make you tired in the afternoon.an early/late 
lunch (=eaten earlier/later than the usual time) I’m not hungry – I had a late lunch.a 
leisurely lunch (=during which you relax and do not hurry) Take a leisurely lunch in 

one of the hotel's many restaurants.a school lunch (=provided by a 
school) Free school lunches are provided for the poorest children.a business/working 
lunch (=a lunch during which you also do business) She was having a business 

lunch with a customer.a packed lunch BrE a bag/sack lunch AmE (=food such as 
sandwiches that you take to school etc) Most of the children had brought packed 
lunches.Sunday lunch BrE (=a hot lunch eaten on Sunday) Mum always makes a 

big Sunday lunch.lunch + NOUNSthe lunch hour (=the time when people stop working 
to eat lunch) I try to go out for a walk during my lunch hour.a lunch break (=a time 
when you stop working to eat lunch) We took a half hour lunch break.a lunch 

date (=an arrangement to meet someone for lunch) I’ve got a lunch 

date. Lunchtime and lunchbox are usually written as one word. PREPOSITIONSfor 

lunch It’s salad for lunch.at lunch (=not in the place where you work because you are 

having lunch) I’m afraid he’s at lunch until two.over lunch (=while having lunch) Shall 
we discuss this over lunch? 

luxurious /lʌɡˈzjʊəriəs, ləɡˈʒʊəriəs $ ləɡˈʒʊriəs/ adjective  very expensive, 

beautiful, and comfortableNOUNSa luxurious hotel The hotel is very luxurious and is 
situated in beautiful gardens.a luxurious house/home/villa/apartment They 
stayed in a luxurious villa near Cannes.a luxurious bedroom/bathroom There was 

a luxurious bathroom with a huge bathtub.luxurious surroundings You can eat fine 
French food in luxurious surroundings.a luxurious life/lifestyle He was enjoying 
a luxurious life in Switzerland.a luxurious interior The car has a luxurious interior and 

has white leather seats.a luxurious feel Silk has a soft luxurious feel.luxurious 
accommodation BrE luxurious accommodations AmE The hotel offers luxurious 
accommodation and delicious meals.luxurious furnishings The room was filled with 

fine ornaments and luxurious furnishings.ADVERBSvery/wonderfully luxurious The 
apartment is wonderfully luxurious and there are thick carpets everywhere.quite 
luxurious BrE The rooms were quite luxurious.positively luxurious (=surprisingly 

luxurious, especially compared to something else, or compared to before) These days, 
camping can be positively luxurious. 

luxury /ˈlʌkʃəri/ noun (plural luxuries)  1. very great comfort and pleasure, for 

example from expensive food, beautiful houses, and comfortable carsADJECTIVESgreat 
luxury She was used to a life of great luxury.absolute/pure/sheer luxury (=used to 
emphasize that something is a great luxury) The dress was made of Chinese silk, and 

felt like pure luxury.comparative/relative luxury (=compared to other things) We 
were glad to return to the comparative luxury of our tent away from the 
rain.unashamed luxury (=showing no concern about what people think) We checked 

into a 4-star hotel for a weekend of unashamed luxury.luxury + NOUNSa luxury 
hotel/home/apartment We stayed in a five-star luxury hotel.a luxury car The 
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company makes luxury cars.luxury goods People are getting wealthier and spending 

more on luxury goods.a luxury item (=something that only rich people can afford) In 
those days, a television was considered a luxury item.a luxury brand (=an expensive, 

good quality make of product) It was no ordinary box of chocolates, but a luxury 
brand made by hand.a luxury ship/yacht He’d booked a holiday on a 
luxury cruise ship.a luxury holiday The first prize in the competition is a luxury 

holiday for two in Jamaica.PHRASESsth is the height of luxury (=it is one of the most 
comfortable and pleasant things) For many people, a Rolls-Royce is the height of 
luxury.the lap of luxury (=a situation that feels very comfortable and full of 

luxury) Millionaires live in the lap of luxury, while poor people starve on the city 
streets.feel/seem like luxury The bed felt like luxury after a week spent sleeping in a 
tent.live in luxury also live/lead a life of luxury Mick was leading a life of luxury in 

Florida. | I’ve always wanted to live in luxury and have my own private yacht.keep sb 
in luxury He has to work hard to keep his wife in luxury.add a touch of 
luxury (=make something feel like luxury) Leather chairs added a touch of luxury to 

the room.2. something that gives you pleasure and enjoyment but which is not 
necessaryADJECTIVESan expensive luxury In those days, washing machines were 
an expensive luxury.an affordable luxury (=cheap enough for you to buy) Chocolate 

is an affordable luxury.an unaffordable luxury (=too expensive for you to buy) For 
many people, organic food is an unaffordable luxury.an unnecessary luxury We 
stopped spending money on unnecessary luxuries.little luxuries She loves life’s little 

luxuries.a rare luxury Clean water is still a rare luxury in some parts of the world.the 
ultimate luxury (=the greatest luxury) A hot tub in your own back yard is the ultimate 
luxury.VERBS + luxuryafford luxuries We can’t afford luxuries like piano lessons any 

more.buy luxuries She started saving her money rather than buying luxuries.spend 
sth on luxuries How much money do you spend each month on luxuries?have 
luxuries I don’t have many luxuries in my life.miss luxuries (=feel sad that you do 

not have them any more) He missed the little luxuries of life, like hot baths and a soft 
bed. 

Letter M 

machine /məˈʃiːn/ noun  a piece of equipment with moving parts that uses 

power to do a particular jobVERBS + machineuse/operate/work a machine Do you 
know how to use the machine? | They showed me how to operate the machine.switch 
on/turn on a machine Turn the machine on and slowly add the hot liquid.switch 

off/turn off a machine Always make sure that the machine is switched 
off.stop/start a machine Just hit that button to stop the machine.plug in/unplug a 
machine (=connect it to/disconnect it from the electricity supply) The machine won’t 

work if it’s not plugged in.unplug a machine (=disconnect from the electricity 
supply) Always unplug the machine before trying to do any repairs.install a 
machine (=put it somewhere and connect it so that it is ready to be used) Three 

hundred new machines have been installed across the country.fix/repair a 
machine Someone’s coming to fix the washing machine tomorrow.load/unload a 
machine (=put things in or take things out) First. load the machine with 

paper.machine + VERBSa machine operates/works/runs The machine works using 
solar power. | The other machines seem to be running OK.a machine breaks 
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down The printing machine kept breaking down.a machine beeps (=makes a series 

of short high noises) My washing machine beeps when it’s finished.a machine 
hums (=makes a continuous low noise) Hundreds of sewing machines were humming.a 

machine is powered by sth The early machines were powered by steam.NOUNS 

+ machinea washing/sewing/mixing etc machine I’ve put your dirty clothes in the 
washing machine. | Can I borrow your sewing machine to make some curtains?a 

cash/ticket machine (=for getting money from your bank account) I need to stop 
at a cash machine. | She put her money in the ticket machine.a coffee/drinks 
machine (=which has cups of coffee or drinks) Could you get me a tea from the drinks 

machine? | She was at the coffee machine last time I saw her.a vending 
machine formal (=which sells drinks, chocolate bars etc) You can buy chocolate 
from the vending machine in the corridor.a cutting/sorting/printing 

machine Steve’s job is to operate the cutting machine.an answering machine (=for 
recording telephone messages) There’s a message on the answering machine.a 
slot/fruit machine (=for putting coins in, in order to try to win more money) The 

casino has 500 slot machines.a life-support machine (=for keeping very sick people 
alive) He has been on a life-support machine since the accident.an X-ray 
machine The X-ray machine produced an image of his broken arm.a rowing/running 

machine (=for exercising as though rowing a boat or running) I did 20 minutes on 
the rowing machine.a drum machine (=an electronic one that makes sounds like a 
drum) You can program the drum machine to produce any rhythm you like.a time 

machine (=one in which people can travel in time) Visiting the village is like being 
transported by a time machine into the 1950s.machine + NOUNSa machine 
operator He worked as a machine operator in a factory.machine parts The boxes 

contained machine parts.a machine tool (=a tool for cutting and shaping metal, wood 
etc, especially using electricity) They manufacture machine tools used in making 
cars.machine code (=instructions in the form of numbers put into a computer) The 

program was written in machine code.PREPOSITIONSby machine (=using a 
machine) The letters are sorted by machine.on a machine (=using a machine) She 
makes sweaters on her knitting machine.a machine for (doing) sth There was 

a machine for making pasta. You often use machine when talking about a  

computer: My machine is running really slowly today (=My computer is running  

slowly). THESAURUS: machineappliance formala machine or piece of electrical  

equipment, usually a large one, that people use in the home:The store sells kitchen  

appliances such as refrigerators, dishwashers, and toasters. | We carry out repairs on a  

range of household appliances.devicea piece of equipment, usually a small electronic  

one, that does a special job:Passengers must switch off all electronic devices when the 

plane is taking off and landing. | The car is fitted with a device which makes it brake 

automatically if it gets too close to the car in front.gadgeta small, useful, and cleverly  

designed tool or machine:She showed them a useful little gadget for peeling apples  

and potatoes. | The house is full of all the latest electronic gadgets.contraptiona 

machine or piece of equipment that looks strange or complicated:Seven of us squeezed  

into a strange contraption, which went along at about ten miles an hour, coughing blue 
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fumes. | There was a curious contraption which consisted of lots of tubes and 

containers, which they used for making beer.  

machinery /məˈʃiːnəri/ noun  machines, especially large 

onesADJECTIVES/NOUNS + machineryheavy machinery (=big heavy machines) The 

workers had to use heavy machinery to dig the tunnel.agricultural machinery/farm 
machinery The company sells agricultural machinery such as tractors. | There was 
some rusting old farm machinery in the field.industrial machinery He works for an 

engineering firm that specializes in industrial machinery.modern machinery The job 
can be done much quicker using modern machinery.complex machinery The 
pyramids were built without all the complex machinery that we have 

today.VERBSoperate machinery Only trained workers are allowed to operate the 
machinery.use machinery These days the furniture is 
made using modern machinery in a factory.sth drives/powers the machinery (=it 

provides the power that makes it work) The river turns the waterwheel, 
which drives the machinery.install machinery (=put it in a place so that it can be 
used) New machinery was installed in the factory.machinery + NOUNSa machinery 

maker/manufacturer Machinery maker Komatsu announced record 
profits.PREPOSITIONSmachinery for sth Windmills use the wind to drive machinery 

for grinding wheat into flour.PHRASESa piece of machinery He wasn’t trained to 
operate this piece of machinery. 

mad /mæd/ adjective  1. informal very angry GrammarMad is not used before  

a noun in this meaning. VERBSgo mad (=become angry) My parents will go mad when 

they find out!get mad (=become angry – used especially when this seems 

unreasonable) There’s no need to get mad about it!make sb 
mad It makes me mad when I see people being cruel to animals.drive sb 
mad (=make someone angry) I wish they’d turn down that horrible music – it’s driving 

me mad.ADVERBSreally mad He was really mad and started shouting at me.hopping 
mad (=extremely angry) Dino was hopping mad because we were so 
late.PREPOSITIONSmad at/with sb He was mad at me for driving into the back of his 

car.THESAURUS: mad→ angry2. BrE informal crazy You often use mad in this  

meaning when you think someone or something seems strange or makes you  

annoyed.Originally mad was used to describe someone who was mentally ill. This use  

is becoming old-fashioned and is likely to be offensive. NOUNSa mad idea Whose mad 

idea was this?a mad scientist/professor/genius (=someone who is very intelligent 
but does strange things) The book is about a mad scientist who is secretly planning to 
destroy the world.a mad world Sometimes I think the world is going 

completely mad.VERBSgo mad (=start to feel crazy) I’ll go mad if I have to wait here 
much longer.drive someone mad (=make someone feel crazy) Can you help me with 
this crossword? It’s been driving me mad.think sb/sth is mad My 

family think I’m mad, but I’ve always wanted to go sky-
diving.ADVERBScompletely/quite/absolutely mad The whole idea sounds completely 
mad to me.stark raving mad/barking mad (=completely crazy – used when you 

want to emphasize this very strongly) My friends all think I’m stark raving 
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mad.PHRASESsb must be mad He must be mad if he thinks he can get there by 4 

o’clock.as mad as a hatter informal (=completely crazy) Her brother is as mad as a 
hatter – he lives in some kind of tree house.go mad with 

excitement/boredom/frustration (=become very excited, bored etc) Rooney scored 

and the crowd went mad with excitement.THESAURUS: mad→ crazy3. doing 

something quickly or without thinking about it GrammarMad is only used before a  

noun in this meaning. NOUNSa mad rush/dash After the concert ended, there was 

a mad dash for the door.a mad scramble/race There will be the usual mad 

scramble for tickets.a mad panic/frenzy The fire alarm sent the crowd into a mad 
panic. 

madness /ˈmædnəs, ˈmædnɪs/ noun  1. something that seems crazy, because it 

could have a very bad effectADJECTIVESsheer/absolute/complete/utter 
madness (=used for emphasis when you think something is crazy) Cutting down the 
forest is sheer madness.VERBSstop/end the madness We 

must stop this madness now before more people are hurt.PHRASESa moment of 
madness In a moment of madness I agreed to give a speech at the wedding.2. serious 
mental illnessPHRASESthe first sign of madness Some people say that talking to 

yourself is the first sign of madness.have a history of madness (=many people in 
your family have suffered from serious mental illness) Her family has a history of 
madness.sb’s descent into madness (=the process of becoming seriously mentally 

ill) His descent into madness began after the death of his mother. 

magazine /ˌmæɡəˈziːn $ ˈmæɡəziːn/ noun  a large thin book with a paper cover 

that contains news stories, articles, photographs etc, and is sold weekly or 

monthlyADJECTIVES/NOUNS + magazinea music/computer/fashion etc magazine I 
read an interview with Johnny Depp in a movie magazine.a news magazine ‘Der 
Spiegel’ is a German news magazine.a weekly/monthly/quarterly magazine I 

received the January edition of the monthly magazine ‘Birdwatch’.an online 
magazine (=on the internet) They started an online magazine for people who love 
food.a national/international magazine ‘Snip’ is an international magazine for 

hairdressers.a glossy magazine (=printed on shiny paper, with a lot of pictures) She 
appeared on the front cover of the glossy magazine ‘Vogue’.a popular magazine The 
story first appeared in a popular women’s magazine.a men’s/women’s 

magazine Women’s magazines are full of articles about ways of losing weight.a trade 
magazine (=for people in a particular profession) Electronic Engineering Times is a 
trade magazine for the electronics industry.the school/college magazine My friend 

edits the school magazine.a literary magazine He writes for an American literary 
magazine.a consumer magazine (=for people who buy and use products and 
services) The consumer magazine ‘Which?’ tested and compared ten brands of washing 

machine.VERBSread/look at a magazine She was sitting on the 
sofa reading a magazine.flick/leaf through a magazine (=turn the pages without 
reading anything properly) Anna was flicking through the magazines in the hospital 

waiting room.publish/produce a magazine The magazine is published once a 
month.write for a magazine She writes for a well-known fashion magazine.edit a 

magazine Paul edits a student magazine.launch a magazine (=start a new 
magazine) The company is launching a new fashion magazine.subscribe to a 
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magazine (=get a magazine sent to you regularly) He subscribes 

to ‘Time’ magazine.sth appears/is published in a magazine The story was 
first published in the ‘New Yorker’ magazine.a magazine features sth (=it includes 

something) The magazine features articles on a wide range of topics.magazine + 

NOUNSa magazine article/feature I’m reading a magazine article about global 
warming.a magazine interview She said in a magazine interview that she planned to 

retire when she was 35.a magazine cover (=the front page of a magazine) Her face 
was on every magazine cover.a magazine editor She wrote to the magazine editor to 
complain about the article.a magazine advertisement There are always lots 

of magazine advertisements for cars.a magazine subscription (=money you pay to 
get a magazine regularly) I’m thinking of cancelling my magazine subscription.a 
magazine rack (=a frame or shelf with bars for storing magazines) A magazine 

rack was overflowing with magazines.magazine publishing He has worked 
in magazine publishing for a long time.PHRASESan issue of a magazine Have you 
read the latest issue of ‘New Scientist’ magazine?a copy of a magazine I’ve lost 

my copy of the magazine.THESAURUS: magazinejournala serious magazine for  

people who are interested in a scientific, technical, or academic subject, or who do a  

particular job:The research was published in a scientific journal. | His office is full  

of academic journals. | ‘The Bookseller’ is the trade journal for the publishing  

industry (=for people who are involved in a particular type of work).periodicala 

serious magazine which has long detailed articles about a particular academic or  

scientific subject:She gives a long list of the academic periodicals she consulted at the 

end of the article. | His publications included over 100 original papers in scientific  

periodicals. Periodical is similar in meaning to journal but sounds more  

formal. supplementan extra magazine that is published with a newspaper:The 

‘Sunday Times’ colour supplement has a feature on holidays in France. | A photo of the  

house appeared in a Sunday supplement.comic/comic booka magazine for children  

that tells a story using pictures:The little boy was reading his comic.fanzinea 

magazine written by and for people who admire a particular sports team, musician  

etc:The soccer club has its own fanzine.  

magic /ˈmædʒɪk/ noun, adjective  1. the power to make impossible things 

happen by saying special words or doing special actionsmagic + NOUNSa magic 
spell (=a piece of magic, or the words or actions used) The witch put a magic spell on 
her.a magic trick (=a skilful trick done as entertainment) He showed me how to 

do magic tricks.a magic show The kids loved watching the magic show.magic 
powers The ring was said to have magic powers.a magic wand (=a stick, usually 
black and white, used by a magician) He waved his magic wand and the bird 

disappeared.the magic number/word You have to say the magic 
word ‘Abracadabra’.a magic potion (=a drink with magic powers) She gives him 
a magic potion to make him disappear.VERBSbelieve in magic Do you believe 

in magic?use magic The priests claim that they can cure people using magic.do 
magic also perform magic formal (=used especially about doing magic tricks for 
entertainment) He learned to do magic and put on shows for his 
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friends.ADJECTIVESblack magic (=intended to harm people) The women were accused 

of using black magic to make people ill.white magic (=used for good purposes) She 
only used her powers for white magic.strong/powerful magic Her fingers moved to 

make the sign that protected against strong magic.ancient magic The place seemed 
full of shadows and ancient magic.PREPOSITIONS AND PHRASESby magic (=using 
magic) She claimed to be able to make things disappear by magic.as if by magic (=as 

though magic is being used) As if by magic, Sara appeared by his 

side.THESAURUS: magicwitchcraftthe use of magic, usually to do bad 

things:Hundreds of women were accused of witchcraft in the 1600s. | People suspected  

of practising witchcraft could be burned at the stake (=doing witchcraft).spella special  

set of words or actions that are used to make something happen by magic:The book 

was full of magic spells. | An evil witch cast a spell on him, turning him into a  

beast (=said a special set of words or did a special series of actions, in order to make 

something happen to someone by magic).curse also hex AmEsomething that makes  

someone or something have bad luck:The house seemed to have a curse 

on it. | People believed the pharaoh would put a curse on anyone who broke into the 

tomb (=use magic to make them have bad luck). | She believed her former husband 

had put a hex on her.the occultmysterious powers and events that involve magic and 

spirits:He was very interested in the occult.voodoomagical beliefs and practices used 

as a form of religion:In Haiti, the people still practise voodoo (=they believe it and 

perform ceremonies connected with it). | a voodoo curse2. a surprisingly effective way 

of making something good happenmagic + NOUNSa magic formula/solution (=a way 
of achieving something quickly and easily) There is no magic formula for making 

yourself look younger.a magic bullet (=something that cures an illness or problem 
quickly and easily) Everyone wishes there was a magic bullet to cure cancer.a magic 
touch (=a special ability to make things work well or make people happy) She has 

a magic touch with babies.VERBSwork like magic This product works like magic to 
remove stains from your carpet.sb/sth can work magic (=they can have a magical 
effect on someone or something) They claim the surgery can work magic and turn you 

into a supermodel.weave/work your magic (=do something special or 
impressive) Rooney weaved his magic to win the game for Manchester United. 

magnificent /mægˈnɪfəsənt/ adjective  THESAURUS > beautiful 

mail /meɪl/ noun  the letters and packages that are delivered to you, or the 

system of sending themADJECTIVES/NOUNS + mailpersonal/private mail (=for one 
person to read and no one else) He accused her of reading his private mail.junk 
mail (=that you do not want, especially advertisements) I only ever get junk mail and 

bills.air mail/airmail (=sent by plane) I sent the card by air mail.express 
mail AmE (=for delivering letters very quickly) He sent me the contract by express 
mail.surface mail (=sent by land or sea) Papers can be sent surface mail.internal 

mail (=sent within an organization) I was sorting the internal mail for the office.fan 
mail (=from fans) The band gets a lot of fan mail.hate mail (=expressing hate) She 
got threatening phone calls and hate mail.snail mail informal (=letters rather than 

email) Fewer and fewer people are using snail mail.direct mail (=advertisements sent 
to many people) The marketing campaign began with newspaper advertising and direct 
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mail.registered mail BrE certified mail AmE (=letters insured against loss or 

damage) You have to sign for registered mail.first-class mail BrE (=quicker and more 
expensive) I sent the package by first-class mail.second-class mail BrE (=slower and 

less expensive) Second-class mail takes 3-4 days to arrive.VERBSthe mail 
comes/arrives The mail usually comes at about 8.30.get/receive mail Did 
we get any mail this morning?send mail Please do not send personal mail to my work 

address.read your mail The first thing he did was read his mail. | You 
shouldn’t read other people’s mail.open your mail She opened her mail as she ate her 
breakfast.deliver the mail The postman had just delivered the mail.forward/redirect 

sb’s mail (=send it to a new address) The post office will forward your mail for a 
limited time.sort mail Some mail still has to be sorted by hand.deal with mail I have 
an assistant to help deal with my mail.mail + NOUNSa mail system/service The 

company has its own internal mail system.mail delivery There is only one mail 
delivery a day.mail order (=the system of ordering goods from home and having them 
delivered there) The plants are available by mail order from Green Life Products.a mail 

carrier (=a company that collects and delivers mail) The company is Europe’s 
biggest mail carrier.mail drop AmE (=an address where someone’s mail is delivered or 
a box in a post office where your mail can be left) The magazines were delivered to 

a mail drop in Indiana.a mail train The mail train thundered past the signal 

box. Mailbox, mailman, and mailbag are written as one word. PHRASESan 

item/piece of mail Each piece of mail has to be weighed.PREPOSITIONSby mail He 

received a job offer by mail.in the mail Your cheque is in the mail.through the 

mail Customers can receive the goods through the mail. Mail is used in British English  

and American English, but in British English people often say post instead.  

main /meɪn/ adjective  largest or most important Main is always used before a  

noun, usually with the or our/my etc. NOUNSthe main entrance/door/gate I’ll 

meet you outside the main entrance.the main building/room The main building dates 

from the 19th century.the main part/aspect/feature The treaty can be divided into 
four main parts.the main reason/cause/function The warm weather is the main 
reason for the large numbers of insects this year.sb’s main 

problem/issue/concern Our main problem was getting enough to eat. | Their main 
concern is that the children are safe.the main point Start by making a list of the main 
points that you want to make in your essay.the main thing especially 

spoken The main thing is that it must be enjoyable.the main 
aim/purpose/objective One of the main aims of the experiment was to find out if his 
theory worked.the main conclusion The main conclusion of the report is that using 

any phone while driving is dangerous.the main difference The main 
difference between scientists and engineers is that engineers want to make things and 

scientists want to understand them.THESAURUS: 

mainprincipal/chiefreason | cause | aim | objective | problem | difference | a

rgumentmost important. Principal and chief are more formal than main:Most people  

work for the same principal reason – in order to make money. | Cutting down trees  

was the chief cause of floods and landslides. | The principal aim of the research is to  
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examine people’s attitudes to technology. | Their chief problem was lack of  

funds. | The principal difference between this offence and the others is that it is much 

more 

serious.primaryaim | objective | purpose | reason | function | role | concern | f

ocusmost important – used especially about the reason why you are doing  

something. Primary is more formal than main:The primary aim of the research is to  

find out more about the causes of the disease. | Our primary objective is to collect  

information about students’ performance. | The primary function of government is to  

represent the wishes of the people. | His health is our primary  

concern.corebusiness | beliefs | values | principles | skills | subject | issue | ar

eamost important – used especially about the things that people pay most attention  

to:The company needs to focus on its core business. | One of our core values is  

freedom of choice. | Students receive help with English, maths, and other core 

skills. | a core subject on the curriculum | The core issue is trust in the 

government. | The group focused heavily on three core 

areas.centralissue | theme | question | concern | role | part | feature | placever

y important or most important:The war was the central issue of his political  

career. | Memory is a central theme in Proust’s work. | The central question is whether  

animals are able to feel emotions. | Religion played a central role in all areas of  

life. | The central feature of the hotel is a magnificent Victorian staircase. | His books  

have a central place in world  

literature.primeexample | target | suspect | concern | cause | reasonvery  

important or most important:Germany is often cited as the prime example of a  

successful industrial economy. | The Games could become a prime target for  

terrorists. | He is the prime suspect in the case. | Alcohol was blamed as a prime 

cause for the increasing death  

rate.predominantfeature | influence | colour | view | concernmost common or  

most typical:The predominant feature of this condition is extreme changes of  

mood. | The Romantic movement was the predominant influence on literature and 

culture in the 18th century. | Yellow was the predominant colour in the fields. | This  

was the predominant view among scientists.  

maintain AC /meɪnˈteɪn, mən-/ verb  1. to keep a building, machine, road etc in 

good condition by checking it regularly and repairing itADVERBSbe well 

maintained The house was very well maintained.be properly/adequately 
maintained Keep the equipment clean and properly maintained.be poorly/badly 
maintained Many of the country’s roads are poorly maintained.be regularly 

maintained The brakes were regularly inspected and maintained.be 
carefully/meticulously/immaculately maintained The grounds are meticulously 
maintained.be beautifully maintained The interior of the house is beautifully 

maintained.be lovingly maintained (=maintained with a lot of care and 
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attention) The car had been carefully restored and lovingly maintained.be easily 

maintained The garden is sunny and easily maintained.NOUNSmaintain 
equipment The equipment has been properly maintained and serviced.maintain a 

building/property The property has not been maintained, and is now in very poor 
condition.maintain a house/home The website is full of useful advice 
about maintaining your home.maintain a road More money needs to be spent 

on maintaining roads.maintain a garden/park We went for a walk in the 
beautifully maintained garden.maintain a vehicle/car Failing 
to maintain a vehicle properly can be dangerous.2. to make something continue in the 

same way or at the same standard as beforeNOUNSmaintain contact He left the 
country but maintained contact with his family.maintain a balance It’s important 
to maintain a balance between work and home life.maintain stability Our first priority 

is to maintain economic stability.maintain control The party will maintain control of 
Congress.maintain order/peace Police were struggling to maintain order.maintain 
standards/quality The hotel prides itself on maintaining high standards.maintain 

relations/a relationship Businesses need to build and maintain a 
good relationship with customers.maintain an interest Throughout his life, 
he maintained an interest in religion.maintain a position Britain wants 

to maintain its position as a world power.maintain the status quo (=maintain the 
situation that exists now) The government is struggling to maintain the status 
quo.maintain the momentum (=maintain the ability to keep increasing or 

developing) It will be difficult for the country to maintain the momentum of economic 
growth.ADVERBSconsistently maintain We aim to consistently maintain a high 
standard of service.successfully maintain They have successfully maintained high 

productivity levels.VERBStry to maintain sth We try to maintain a high level of 
quality.struggle/strive to maintain sth Schools are struggling to maintain standards. 

maintenance AC /ˈmeɪntənəns/ noun  the repairs, painting etc that are 

necessary to keep something in good conditionADJECTIVESregular maintenance A 
car needs regular maintenance to keep it running smoothly.routine 
maintenance (=which is done regularly as part of the usual system) They noticed the 

cracks during routine maintenance.basic/essential maintenance (=which has to be 
done to keep something working properly) The swimming pool will be closed next week 
for essential maintenance. | You need to carry out some basic maintenance on your 

car, such as checking the battery.poor maintenance (=not done well or often 
enough) Poor maintenance led to a gas leak at the factory.careful/proper 
maintenance With proper maintenance, planes can be flown for many years.general 

maintenance He is responsible for the general maintenance of the computer 
system.low maintenance (=not needing much maintenance) The machine is very 
basic, but it has the advantage of being very low maintenance, because there is very 

little to go wrong.VERBSdo/carry out maintenance Engineers are carrying 
out essential maintenance on the bridge.NOUNS + maintenancecar/aircraft 
maintenance She’s doing an evening class in car maintenance.home/building 

maintenance He can do small home maintenance jobs such as fixing taps. | £4.5 
million is to be spent on building maintenance this year.road/railway 
maintenance The local authority is responsible for road maintenance.maintenance + 

NOUNSmaintenance work Maintenance work is being carried out on the 
track.maintenance costs Old houses often have high maintenance costs.a 
maintenance programme BrE a maintenance program AmE The maintenance 
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program is supposed to ensure that the equipment works safely and reliably.a 

maintenance engineer/worker He is a highly skilled aircraft maintenance 
engineer.maintenance staff/crew Maintenance staff may need to be sent quickly to 

carry out repairs. | The maintenance crew are responsible for servicing all the planes at 
the base.a maintenance manager Nigel was appointed to the position of maintenance 
manager.the maintenance department She is employed in the maintenance 

department. 

majestic /məˈdʒestɪk/ adjective  THESAURUS > high (1), impressive 

major adjective  THESAURUS > big (3), important (1) 

majority AC /məˈdʒɒrəti, məˈdʒɒrɪti $ məˈdʒɔː-, məˈdʒɑː-/ noun  1. most people 

or things in a groupADJECTIVESa large majority A large majority of patients said they 
were satisfied with the treatment they had received.the vast/overwhelming 

majority (=almost all) In the vast majority of cases, death is due to natural 
causes.the silent majority (=the ordinary people in a society, who do not make their 
opinions known) She said she was speaking on behalf of the silent majority of ordinary 

people.VERBSmake up/form the majority Foreign workers formed the majority of the 
labour force. | Women make up the majority of elderly people needing care.represent 
the majority This newspaper does not represent the majority of British 

people.majority + NOUNSa majority decision Everyone agreed to abide by 
the majority decision.a majority judgment/verdict (=a legal decision agreed by 
most members of a committee or jury) The jury found him guilty by a majority 

verdict.the majority view (=what most people think) The majority view was that he 
should resign.majority support She had the majority support of her staff.majority 
approval The new plan got majority approval.a majority 

stake/interest (=ownership of more than 50% of a company) Their majority stake in 
the film company may have to be sold.a majority shareholder/owner (=someone 
who owns more than half the shares in a company) He is chairman and majority 

shareholder of the company.the majority culture/language/religion These young 
immigrants feel alienated from the majority culture.PREPOSITIONSthe majority of 
sb/sth The majority of people agreed with the government’s decision.be in a/the 

majority (=form the largest group) In this city, Muslims are in a majority.2. the 
difference in the number of votes when a law or decision is made, or a person or 
government is electedADJECTIVES/NOUNS + majoritya large/huge/small 

majority Parliament voted by a large majority to change the law. | Their small 
majority could make it difficult for them to pass some legislation.a narrow/slim 
majority (=very small) The bill was passed by a narrow majority, by 151 to 144.an 

overwhelming majority (=very large) The Senate approved the bill by an 
overwhelming majority.a landslide majority (=used when a government or leader 
wins by a very large majority) Aristide was elected president with a landslide majority.a 

comfortable/solid majority (=rather large) The government won the vote with 
a comfortable majority.an overall majority (=more votes than any other political 
party) The party lost its overall majority in Parliament.an outright/clear/absolute 

majority (=one that makes a party or person clearly the winner of the election) None 
of the parties had an outright majority.a simple majority (=used when more than half 

the people vote in favour of a decision, law etc) A simple majority vote is required to 
impose the punishment.a two-thirds/three to one etc majority (=used when 
comparing the number of votes for and against someone or something) A change in the 
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constitution requires a two-thirds majority in both houses of Parliament.a 

Socialist/Republican/Democratic etc majority (=a situation in which the 
Socialists, Republicans etc have more votes than the other parties) There was a 

Socialist majority in the national elections.a parliamentary majority (=a situation in 
which one party has more seats than others in a parliament) The Conservative Party 
increased its parliamentary majority.a working majority BrE (=enough support in 

parliament to make laws and rule a country) The party lacked a working 
majority.VERBShave/hold/command a majority The Democratic party has a 
majority in the Senate. | After the election, no single party held a 

majority.win/get/gain a majority The Conservative Party failed to win a 
majority. | If no one gets an overall majority, the vote is repeated.increase a 
majority (=get more votes than you had before) Labour increased its majority in the 

area.lose a majority The Republicans lost their narrow majority in Congress at the 
midterm elections.retain your majority (=keep it) They were able 
to retain their majority.defend a majority (=try not to lose it) He is defending a 

majority of 400 against his Labour opponent.overturn a majority (=win a majority 
that previously belonged to someone else) She hoped to overturn a 
Conservative majority of 2,221.majority + NOUNSa majority vote (=a vote by more 

than half the group) The union takes decisions by a majority vote.the majority 
party (=the political party with the most seats in a parliament) At that time, Labour 
was the majority party in Parliament.a majority government (=with more than half 

the votes in an election) They did not receive enough support to form a majority 
government.PREPOSITIONSby a majority (=with a majority) He won by a majority of 
500.with a majority She returned to power with a large majority.a majority over 

sb/sth Her majority over the other candidate was 601. 

make /meɪk/ verb  1. if you make something, you cause it to start to exist, 

usually by putting different parts togetherNOUNSmake clothes/furniture/jewellery 

etc Anna makes her own clothes.make cars/planes/toys etc Half of all American 
robots are used to make cars or trucks.make a film/movie George Lucas made six 
‘Star Wars’ movies.make a record/album Elvis made his first record in 1954.make 

lunch/coffee/cake/a meal etc I made some lunch for the children.make 
electricity Most coal is used in power stations to make electricity.PHRASESbe 
easy/difficult/fun to make Pretty decorations for cakes and desserts are easy to 

make.PREPOSITIONSbe made of sth The shirt is made of silk.be made from sth Wine 
is made from grapes.be made out of sth The necklace was made out of little 
seashells.be made in China/a factory etc Her shoes are made in Italy.make sth 

into sth The play was made into a film.make sth by hand/machine The candles 
are made by hand.Don’t say The statue is made by wood. Say The statue is made of 

wood. Making things by handYou use handmade about things that are made using  

your hands: Handmade chocolates are very expensive.You use homemade about  

things that you make at home: Fresh homemade bread always tastes better than  

shop-bought bread.You use homegrown about things you grow yourself: The  

tomatoes are all homegrown. THESAURUS: 

makecreatedesign | style | character | picture | image | masterpiece | system
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 | jobs | opportunitiesto make something new, which did not exist before. Create is  

often used about using your imagination and skill to make new 

things:Jacquie creates imaginative carpet designs in her London 

studio. | Brando created a whole new style of acting. | Shuster and Siegel created the 

comic book character Superman in 1932. | Wordsworth creates a picture of the English  

countryside. | Leonardo created his masterpiece at the end of the 15th century. | They 

want to create a fairer tax system. | The programme will create over 100 jobs. | The 

government has done little to create opportunities for disabled people. You can  

also create a file/folder/document/database (=make it on a computer): If  

you create a new document, don’t forget to save it.You can create a  

mood/atmosphere/impression (=make people feel it): In his films  

Hitchcock creates an atmosphere of mystery and  

terror. dopicture | drawing | sketch | portrait | design | copyto make something,  

especially a picture or a design:The teacher asked them to do a picture of a  

rainbow. | Someone has done a lovely drawing of the house. | He did a rough sketch to  

show how he wanted the room to look. | A French  

company did the design. | I did one copy for each  

student.produceoil | coal | steel | goods | cars | crops | food | wineto make 

something in large quantities:Saudi Arabia produces over 10% of the world’s oil. | The 

company produces high-quality goods and services. | Farmers are able  

to produce more crops using modern farming methods. | Not enough food is  

being produced to feed the world’s population. | A total of 22 million bottles  

of wine are produced each year. You also use produce when saying that something is  

made as a result of a natural process: When burned, hydrogen reacts with oxygen  

to produce energy and water. The pancreas is a gland in your body which produces  

hormones. Recycling saves energy  

and produces less pollution. manufacturecars | engines | clothes | goods | produ

cts | equipment | parts | componentsto make machines, cars, equipment etc in  

factories:Renault announced plans to manufacture cars in India. | A lot  

of clothes are manufactured in developing countries. | China manufactures and 

sells goods to over 100 countries. | The company manufactures parts for aircraft  

engines.mass-

produceclothing | goods | products | cars | food | drugs | imagesto make very  

large quantities of something in a factory:Mass-produced clothing was less  
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expensive. | Henry Ford started to mass-produce cars in the early part of the 20th  

century. | Mass-produced food doesn’t taste as good as food you grow 

yourself.developsystem | way | technology | product | machine | weapon | dru

g | treatmentto design and make a new way of doing  

something:He developed a system which allowed people to communicate with each  

other electronically. | They developed a way to mass-produce the drug. | The car  

uses technology that was originally developed in  

Japan. | They developed a machine that could talk. | India and Pakistan  

have developed their own nuclear weapons. | It takes six or seven years  

to develop a drug and put it on the market. | Scientists are developing a new 

treatment for  

cancer.formwater | liquid | gas | substance | planet | Earth | universeto make 

something, especially as the result of a natural process or chemical reaction:Hydrogen 

and oxygen combine to form water. | The research will help us understand  

how planets are formed. | Scientists say that the Earth was formed 4.5 billion years  

ago. | Much of the universe was formed within the first few hundred seconds after the 

big bang.generateelectricity | power | heatto make electricity, power, or heat:Wind 

can be used to generate electricity. | The plan was to build a dam on the Volta river  

to generate power. | A nuclear explosion generates enormous amounts of heat.2. used 

with certain nouns when saying that someone does somethingTHESAURUS: 

make→ do 

makeover /ˈmeɪkəʊvə $ -oʊvər/ noun  if you give someone or something a 

makeover, you change the way they look so that they seem more attractiveVERBSgive 

sb/sth a makeover She was given a makeover that included new clothes and a 
different hairstyle.have a makeover The restaurant has had a makeover, and now 
looks much more elegant.get a makeover The website is going 

to get a makeover.undergo a makeover (=be given a makeover) The 
party underwent a makeover, in order to make it more appealing to younger 
voters.need a makeover The building needs a makeover because it looks rather old-

fashioned.ADJECTIVESa complete/full makeover The star has had a complete 
makeover and she looks 20 years younger.a drastic makeover (=with very big and 
surprising changes) The building was given a drastic makeover.an extreme 

makeover She had plastic surgery on her face, as part of an extreme 
makeover.NOUNS + makeoveran image makeover The company had an image 
makeover, in order to make it seem more environmentally friendly.a home/garden 

makeover He was inspired by a garden makeover show to put a pond in his 
garden.makeover + NOUNSa makeover show Home makeover shows are incredibly 

popular. 

maker /ˈmeɪkə $ -ər/ noun [C]  a person or company that makes a particular 

type of goodsNOUNS + makera car/computer/steel etc maker Toyota is the world’s 
largest car maker.ADJECTIVESa leading maker Apple became the world's leading 

maker of mobile phones.a famous maker Some of the most famous makers of armour 
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were German.PREPOSITIONSa maker of sth The makers of the plane claim that it uses 

up to 50% less fuel than other similar planes.THESAURUS: 

makerproduceroil | gas | coffee | steel | gold | fooda company or country that  

makes large quantities of something to be sold:OPEC is an organization of the 

world's major oil producers. | Coffee producers' shares went up by 

50%.manufacturercar | plane | computer | clothinga company that makes things  

in large quantities, especially in a factory:Several car manufacturers are doing research  

into electric cars. | Boeing is a leading aircraft manufacturer. | Clothing  

manufacturers have been feeling the effects of the recession. | the world 's largest  

manufacturer of semiconductors  

make sth up /ˌmeɪk (sth) ˈʌp/ verbTHESAURUS > invent 

make-up make·up /ˈmeɪkʌp/ noun  1. substances that you put on your face, 

especially to make yourself look attractiveVERBSwear make-up I always wear make-
up for work.put on make-up also apply make-up formal Gloria watched her 

mother put on her make-up.do your make-up (=put on make-up – more 
informal) Can you wait a moment – I’m just doing my make-up.use make-up She 
rarely uses make-up.have make-up on (=be wearing make-up) She had no make-up 

on.remove/take off make-up Take off eye make-up gently, using a cotton ball.touch 
up/fix your make-up (=put a little more make-up on after some has come off) She 
went into the bathroom to touch up her makeup.smudge your make-

up (=accidentally rub it so that it spreads to areas where you do not want it) Grace 
wiped her eyes, smudging her make-up.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + make-upeye make-
up She was wearing far too much eye make-up.stage make-up (=used by actors) She 

was in her dressing room removing her stage make-up.heavy make-up (=a lot of 
make-up) Heavy make-up can sometimes make you look older.pancake make-
up (=very thick make-up worn by actors) His face was covered by thick pancake 

makeup.make-up + NOUNSa make-up artist (=someone whose job is to put make-up 
on actors) Brian is the chief make-up artist on the film.make-up + NOUNSin make-

up You don’t often see men in make-up.THESAURUS: make-

upcosmeticscreams, powders etc that you use on your face and body in order to look 

more attractive:The store sells a range of cosmetics and toiletries. | They say that their  

cosmetics are not tested on animals.lipsticka substance you use for adding colour to  

your lips, in the shape of a small stick:She was wearing bright red lipstick. | I need 

to put on some lipstick.eyeshadowcoloured cream or powder that you put on your  

eyelids:She always wears too much eyeshadow.eyelinersomething you use for adding  

a line of colour at the edges of your eyelids to make your eyes look bigger or more 

noticeablemascaraa dark substance you use to colour your eyelashes and make them 

look thickerblusher also blush AmE rouge old-fashionedred or pink cream or powder  

used for making your cheeks look slightly more pinkfoundationa cream the same 

colour as your skin that you put on your face before the rest of your make-up2. the 

combination of qualities that form someone’s characterADJECTIVESgenetic make-
up (=the combination of genes someone has) There may be a link between genetic 
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make-up and criminal behaviour.sb’s psychological/emotional make-

up (=someone’s feelings and emotions) Her constant attempts to justify her actions tell 
the reader a lot about her emotional make-up.a unique make-up Every person has a 

unique make-up.PHRASESbe part of sb’s make-up Pride has always been an 
important part of his make-up.be in sb’s make-up It is not in their make-up to admit 
defeat. 

male1 /meɪl/ adjectiveused about someone who is a man, or about things that relate 

to menNOUNSa male colleague She earns less than her male colleagues.a male 
nurse/doctor/patient He asked to see a male doctor, because it was about 
something rather embarrassing. | Her son is a male nurse.a male 

teacher/student Male teachers have to be careful when touching female students.a 
male job We are trying to recruit more women to do traditionally male jobs such as 
engineering.male dominance (=a situation in which men control what happens) After 

centuries of male dominance in British politics, Margaret Thatcher became Prime 

Minister in 1979.THESAURUS: 

malemasculinevoice | face | qualities | profession | world | culture | strength 

| aggressionconsidered to be more typical of a man than of a woman:He had a  

very masculine face. | Being a comedian used to be rather a masculine  

profession. | When she took the job, she realised she had entered a masculine world  

where she was competing with men. | It was a typical display of masculine  

aggression.manlychest | features | virtues | sportshaving the qualities that people  

expect and admire in a man, such as being brave and strong:He took off his shirt,  

revealing his manly chest. | He was bronzed and athletic, with manly features and a  

steady gaze. | It isn’t considered manly to cry. | In the portrait, the king looked manly  

and in control.machoman | image | attitude | world | culturebehaving in a way 

that is traditionally typical of men, for example by being strong and tough and not  

showing your feelings – used especially either humorously or to show 

disapproval:Stallone always plays macho men. | Lazenby was keen to show a macho 

image when he was picked as James Bond. | On the outside he may seem to be very  

macho but inside he’s very sensitive. | He’s far too macho to drink mineral water.  

male2 nounTHESAURUS > man 

malicious adjective  THESAURUS > unkind 

mall /mɔːl, mæl $ mɒːl/ noun especially AmE  a large area where there are a lot 

of shops, usually a covered area where cars are not allowedADJECTIVESa shopping 
mall There are plans to build a big new shopping mall in the city centre.a pedestrian 
mall (=for people to walk down) There are plans to turn the street into a pedestrian 

mall.a local mall She works in a store at a local mall.a strip mall (=a row of shops 
built together, with a large area for parking cars in front of it) The restaurant was 
situated in a strip mall.VERBSgo to the mall They decided to go to the mall to do some 

clothes shopping.hang out at the mall informal (=spend time doing nothing much at a 
mall) Some teenagers spend hours hanging out at the mall.PREPOSITIONSat the mall I 
bought some new jeans at the mall. 
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man /mæn/ noun (plural men /men/)  an adult male humanADJECTIVESa good-

looking/handsome man Adam was a good-looking man when he was young.a 
married/single/divorced man My advice is stay away from married men.a 
rich/wealthy man His grandfather became a very wealthy man.a young/middle-

aged/old/elderly man He was an old man with white hair.a strong man The people 
wanted to have a strong man in charge of the country.PHRASESa men’s 
magazine Men’s magazines are becoming more like women’s magazines.the men’s 

team The men’s team lost.THESAURUS: manguy also bloke/chap BrE informala 

man:She’d arranged to meet a guy in the bar. | There aren't any good-looking guys in  

our office. | Who's that guy in the red sweatshirt? | Alex is a really nice  

bloke.gentleman formala man – used as a very polite way of talking about a  

man:Please could you serve this gentleman? | The door was answered by an elderly  

gentleman with white hair. | Ladies and gentlemen, would you please welcome the 

Rolling Stones!boya young male person, usually a child or a teenager:Don't shout at  

him - he's only a little boy. | You naughty boy! | Teenage boys often feel embarrassed  

about their bodies. | When I was a boy, children didn't talk to their parents like  

that. | I was just a boy when it happened.lad BrE informala boy or young man:He's  

out with the lads (=a man's male friends). | When I was a young lad, I wanted to join  

the army.youtha teenage boy or young man – used especially to show 

disapproval:Gangs of youths roam the streets. | a long-haired youth Youth is also  

used when talking about all young people in general: The youth of today are facing a  

bleak future. male formala man – used especially in official reports:We are 

investigating the death of an unidentified male. | The condition is usually found only in  

males. Male is more commonly used as an adjective. dude AmE informala man – a  

very informal use:Who's that dude in the white shirt? | Hey dude - what's up? (=used 

when talking to a boy or young man)THESAURUS: manmasculine, manly,  

macho → male1 

manage /ˈmænɪdʒ/ verb  THESAURUS > control1 (1), succeed 

management /ˈmænɪdʒmənt/ noun  1. the people who are in charge of a 

company or organizationADJECTIVESsenior/top management There was a meeting 

between senior management and union representatives.middle management A whole 
layer of middle management lost their jobs.local management Communication 
between the company’s headquarters and local management is extremely 

important.management + NOUNSthe management team/committee She is a 
member of the management team. | He was appointed director of the management 
committee.a management buyout (=when the top managers of a company take 

control of it by buying all the shares) They are planning a management buyout in order 
to save the company.a management shake-up (=big changes in the way the 
managers are organized) He lost his job following a management shake-

up.PHRASESunder sb’s management The department has been very 
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successful under her management.be under new management The restaurant 

is under new management and has improved considerably.2. the activity of managing 
an organization such as a companyADJECTIVESgood management The company’s 

success is mainly due to good management.bad/poor management Poor 
management has caused a lot of problems.efficient management Efficient 
management of the company’s budget is very important.financial/economic 

management The government aims to keep tax levels as low as possible by 
careful financial management.general management The company is looking for 
someone with general management experience.the day-to-day management (=the 

ordinary management that you do everyday, not big decisions about future plans) His 
partner does most of the day-to-day management of the company.corporate 
management (=of large companies) Shareholders should have more control 

over corporate management decisions.management + NOUNSmanagement skills The 
course is designed to improve people’s management skills.management training The 
company has introduced a new management training program.a management 

course He took a management course at Harvard Business School.management 
style Individuals respond differently to different types of management 
style.management practice We can learn a lot from Japanese management practice.a 

management consultant (=an adviser about how to improve the management of a 
company) The firm employed management consultants to help develop a strategy for 
the future.NOUNS + managementbusiness management I studied business 

management at college.PREPOSITIONSin management He wants a career in 
management.3. the process of dealing with or controlling somethingADJECTIVEScareful 
management Some patients have complex medical needs that require careful 

management.successful/effective management He praised Tom for his successful 
management of the situation.NOUNS + managementanger/stress 
management Prisoners are sent on anger management courses, to help them control 

their feelings.time management (=using time in an efficient way) All staff receive 
training in time management. 

manager /ˈmænɪdʒə $ -ər/ noun  someone who is in charge of an organization 

or part of an organizationADJECTIVESa senior manager She has just been promoted 
to senior manager.a top manager (=one who has a very important position – a rather 
informal use) Top managers enjoyed an average increase in earnings of 17.8% last 

year.a general manager Last year Johnson became general manager of the 
company.a good/excellent/successful/effective manager Karen has a reputation 
as a good manager.an assistant/deputy manager The assistant manager will be in 

charge when I’m away.a junior manager He started his career as a junior manager in 
an advertising firm.a middle manager Middle managers often have to work very 
hard.a regional manager He is the regional manager for southern Europe.NOUNS 

+ managera bank manager She asked her bank manager for a loan.a 
hotel/store/hospital manager They complained to the hotel manager. | Store 
managers are reporting record sales over the Christmas period.a branch 

manager (=manager of a local shop or business that is part of a larger 
business) Each branch manager is responsible for selling the goods in his particular 
shop.sb’s line manager (=the person directly above you in a company, who is in 

charge of your work) I asked my line manager for permission to leave work early.a 
sales/marketing manager He worked as a sales manager in a 
supermarket. | The marketing manager said the company will be launching some 
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exciting new products.a business manager Each year business managers draw up a 

budget and suggest a series of financial targets.a production 
manager The production manager is meeting a customer to discuss a design change.a 

technical manager They advertised for a new technical manage for their IT 
department.a project manager A project manager was appointed to supervise the 
building work.a team manager The club is looking for a new team manager.a football 

manager It is up to the football manager to make the players work together as a 
team.a stage manager (=someone who manages the performers in a show) She 
works as a stage manager at the local theatre.a campaign manager The 

party’s campaign managers are aware that the election result is likely to be very 
close.a fund manager (=a manager in charge of an investment fund) He was a fund 
manager for a major bank.VERBSappoint a manager/appoint sb as 

manager (=officially choose someone as manager) Hopefully the board can appoint a 
new manager soon. | One person is appointed as manager and given full responsibility 
for achieving the objectives of the project.take over as manager Helen took over as 

manager earlier this year.PREPOSITIONSthe manager of sth She is the manager of a 
software company. 

mandate /ˈmændeɪt/ noun  the authority of a government, organization, or 

person to make important decisionsADJECTIVESa clear mandate The president was 
elected with a clear mandate to deal with crime. | The vote gave the trade union a clear 
mandate to pursue a better settlement.an electoral mandate (=gained by winning an 

election) Ford took over when Nixon resigned, so he didn’t have an electoral 
mandate of his own.a popular mandate (=gained from winning an election by a large 
amount) He called the election in the hope of receiving a popular mandate.a legal 

mandate The judge was acting within his legal mandate.a new mandate The 
company now has a new mandate to increase research and development.a broad 
mandate (=including many things) The police have a broad mandate to prevent 

behaviour that disturbs the peace.VERBShave a mandate In Venezuela, Chavez said 
he had a mandate for reform. | Sometimes a president thinks he has more of 
a mandate than he really does.give sb a mandate Signs of economic recovery 

persuaded voters to give him a mandate in the election.win a 
mandate He won his mandate to continue as president.get/receive/obtain a 
mandate On this issue he has received a clear mandate from the country.seek a 

mandate (=try to get one) The government was seeking a mandate to continue the 
war.extend sb’s mandate (=make it longer) The UN agreed to extend the mandate of 
the peacekeeping force for a further two months.renew sb’s mandate (=give them a 

new one) She was asking voters to renew her mandate once more.a mandate 
ends also a mandate expires formal British troops left Iraq as the UN mandate 
ended.PREPOSITIONSa mandate for sth The government has a clear mandate 

for change.a mandate from sb/sth The party is seeking a mandate from the 
people.within your mandate (=according to it) The organization is 
working within its mandate.outside your mandate (=not part of it) These 

responsibilities are outside my mandate. 

mandatory /ˈmændətəri $ -tɔːri/ adjective  THESAURUS > compulsory 

manifesto /ˌmænəˈfestəʊ, ˌmænɪˈfestəʊ $ -toʊ/ noun  a written statement by a 

political party, saying what they believe in and what they intend to 

doADJECTIVES/NOUNS + manifestoa party manifesto They said in their party 
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manifesto that they had no plans to raise taxes.an election manifesto The Green 

Party will publish its election manifesto tomorrow.the Conservative/Socialist etc 
manifesto The Conservative manifesto contained a commitment to increase spending 

on the National Health Service.VERBSpublish/launch a 
manifesto The manifesto was launched at a press conference.write a 
manifesto Marx wrote the Manifesto of the Communist Party.a manifesto 

promises/pledges sth The manifesto promised to reduce waiting times for hospital 
operations. | The manifesto says the party will raise health and education 
spending.manifesto + NOUNSa manifesto promise/pledge/commitment The party 

made a manifesto commitment to improve the country’s transport system. | The 
government went back on its manifesto pledge to change the law. 

mankind /ˌmænˈkaɪnd/ noun [U]  all humans considered as a group: Since 

earliest times, mankind has been fascinated by fire. The history of mankind probably 

goes back about 1.5 million years.THESAURUS: 

mankindhumankindhumankind means the same as mankind. People sometimes  

prefer to use humankind because it avoids emphasizing the word ‘man’:a scientific  

advance that has benefited mankind | He once said that the invention of television was  

the ‘greatest single disaster in the history of mankind’.the human raceall the people  

in the world, considered as one group:The entire human race could be wiped out by 

nuclear war. | The majority of the human race will soon be living in big  

cities.humanitypeople in general – used especially when you are talking about caring  

for people and respecting their rights and their desire for happiness:The General was  

accused of committing crimes against humanity. | They hope to achieve a better future  

for all humanity.manpeople in general – use this when you are comparing humans  

with other living things. Man is becoming less common, because it sounds like it does  

not include women:Jericho is the oldest continuously inhabited city known to 

man. | The chimpanzee is man’s closest relative.  

man-made /ˌmæn ˈmeɪd/ adjective  THESAURUS > artificial 

manner /ˈmænə $ -ər/ noun  1. manners are polite ways of behaving in social 

situations GrammarAlways plural in this meaning. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + mannergood 

manners The children have very good manners and always say “please” and “thank 
you”.bad manners She apologized for her son’s bad manners.excellent/beautiful 

manners (=very good) They have been taught excellent manners.perfect 
manners also impeccable manners formal He is a handsome man, with impeccable 
manners.table manners (=the polite way of eating at a table) My parents expected 

good table manners from all of us.VERBShave good/bad/no etc manners He has no 
manners and he eats like a pig. | “Lesley just got up and left.” “Some people have no 
manners.”mind your manners (=used when telling a child to behave politely) I 

frowned at him and told him to mind his manners.forget your manners (=behave in 
an impolite way) Oh, I’m forgetting my manners. Let me introduce you to 
Suzanne.teach sb some manners (=teach someone how to behave properly – used 

when you think someone is behaving rudely) Those girls need to 
be taught some manners!PHRASESit is good/bad manners to do sth It’s bad 
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manners to eat with your mouth open.2. a way of doing something GrammarIn this  

meaning, manner is usually used with in, for example in the usual manner, or in a  

similar manner.RegisterManner is a formal word. In everyday English, it is more  

usual to say way or use an adverb: Let’s do it in the usual way. They want to solve  

the conflict peacefully. ADJECTIVESin the normal/usual manner I set off to work 

in the usual manner.in the correct/proper manner The machine should last for 
several years if it is looked after in the proper manner.in a similar/different 

manner The books are written in a similar manner.in a friendly/calm/confident 
manner She greeted me in a friendly manner.in a suspicious manner (=as though 
doing something wrong) A man was seen behaving in a suspicious manner.in a 

sensible/responsible/safe manner Make sure razor blades are disposed of in a safe 
manner.in an appropriate manner formal (=suitable) You must learn to express 
anger in a more appropriate manner.in a timely manner formal (=quickly) We aim to 

deal with all complaints in a timely manner.in an orderly manner (=sensible and 
organized) Please leave the building in an orderly manner.in a peaceful manner We 
hope that the dispute can be settled in a peaceful manner.in a reasonable/rational 

manner I am sure the issue can be resolved in a rational manner.in a professional 
manner All enquiries are dealt with in a professional manner.in a 
systematic/consistent manner (=always following the same method) They were not 

trained or supervised in a consistent manner.in a controlled manner The information 
can be made public provided this is done in a controlled manner.in a straightforward 
manner (=easy to understand) He explained the concept in a very straightforward 

manner.PREPOSITIONSin a/the ... manner He went about his work in the usual 
manner.in the manner of sb/sth (=like someone or something) She was balancing in 

the manner of a circus tightrope walker.3. someone’s way of behavingADJECTIVESa 
pleasant/friendly/cheerful manner The woman had a very pleasant manner.a 
relaxed manner His relaxed manner put me at ease.a laid-back manner (=relaxed 

and not worried) Her laid-back manner hides a fierce determination.a confident 
manner For a second, her confident manner disappeared.an unassuming 
manner (=not wanting to be noticed or given special treatment) With his unassuming 

manner, it is hard to believe he is one of the most powerful men in the world.an 
aggressive manner The man had a red face and an aggressive manner.a direct 
manner (=saying what you mean, without worrying what people think) Some people 

find her direct manner offensive.a businesslike manner (=effective and 
practical) Her manner was very cool and businesslike.NOUNS + mannersb’s telephone 
manner (=how someone speaks on the phone) A pleasant telephone manner is 

essential in this job.sb’s bedside manner (=how a doctor speaks to sick patients) The 
doctor had a very good bedside manner.VERBShave a ... 
manner She has a friendly manner.adopt a ... manner (=use a particular way of 

behaving) He always adopts a patronizing manner when talking to women. 

manoeuvre BrE maneuver AmE /məˈnuːvə $ -ər/ noun  1. a skilful or careful 

movement that you make, for example in order to avoid something or go through a 

narrow spaceADJECTIVESa difficult/tricky manoeuvre Turning around on skis can be 
quite a difficult manoeuvre.a complex/complicated manoeuvre The driving test 
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requires drivers to perform some complex manoeuvres.a dangerous/risky 

manoeuvre Bringing the ships together is a dangerous manoeuvre.VERBScarry out a 
manoeuvre also perform/execute a manoeuvre formal Pilots are trained to carry 

out various manoeuvres in a plane.2. something that you do in order to deal with a 
situation or get an advantage for yourselfADJECTIVESa political/legal 
manoeuvre The delay in introducing the new law was widely seen as a political 

manoeuvre.a diplomatic manoeuvre Britain used diplomatic manoeuvres to gain the 
support of other countries.a tactical manoeuvre Football managers sometimes 
change players as a tactical manoeuvre.PHRASESroom to manoeuvre The poor state 

of the economy gives the finance minister little room to manoeuvre as regards reducing 
tax.freedom of manoeuvre The government must have some freedom of 
manoeuvre if it is to negotiate effectively. 

manslaughter /ˈmænˌslɔːtə $ -ˌslɒːtər/ noun  the crime of killing someone 

illegally but not deliberatelyVERBScharge sb with manslaughter The 
police charged her with manslaughter.be accused of manslaughter He was accused 
of manslaughter after the death of his wife in a mysterious house fire.commit 

manslaughter He was in prison for committing manslaughter.convict sb of 
manslaughter She was convicted of manslaughter and sent to prison.clear/acquit sb 

of manslaughter The defendants were acquitted of manslaughter for a plane crash 
that killed 87 people.ADJECTIVESattempted manslaughter He was given a jail 
sentence for attempted manslaughter.PHRASESa charge of manslaughter A jury 

found him guilty on a charge of manslaughter.guilty of manslaughter The accused 
was found guilty of manslaughter. 

manual AC /ˈmænjuəl/ noun  a book that gives instructions about how to do 

something, especially how to use a machineADJECTIVESa technical 

manual The technical manual provides information about setting up and operating the 
equipment.a training manual New staff are given a training manual when they start 
at the company.a comprehensive manual (=that covers a lot of subjects) This book 

is a comprehensive manual of home cookery.NOUNS + manuala user manual The 
camera comes with a 300-page user manual.a computer/camera/car etc manual I 
followed the instructions in the computer manual.an instruction manual Read 

the instruction manual before using the product.a reference manual This textbook is 
designed as a reference manual.the owner’s/teacher’s/employee’s manual She 

looked in the owner’s manual, to see if there was any information.VERBSread a 
manual/look in a manual I never read the manual – I always try to work it out for 
myself.write a manual He writes manuals for computer games.a manual 

describes/explains/shows sth The manual describes how to install the 
software.PHRASESit says in the manual It says in the manual that the car needs to be 
serviced every 30,000 kilometres. 

manufacture verb  THESAURUS > make (1) 

manufacturing /ˌmænjəˈfæktʃərɪŋ, ˌmænjʊˈfæktʃərɪŋ/ noun, adjective  the 

process or business of producing goods in factoriesADJECTIVESindustrial 

manufacturing Industrial manufacturing started in England in the 18th and 19th 
centuries.large-scale/small-scale manufacturing Small-scale manufacturing plays 
an important role in developing countries. | The region hopes to attract large-scale 

manufacturing industries that can provide jobs.manufacturing + NOUNSa 
manufacturing company/firm/business Products made by Japanese manufacturing 
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companies are mostly exported abroad.the manufacturing industry The people work 

in the manufacturing industry.manufacturing technology The company hopes that 
new manufacturing technology will improve the speed of production.a manufacturing 

process/method/technique The manufacturing process is very expensive. | Workers 
at the factory are skilled at advanced manufacturing techniques.the manufacturing 
output (=the amount of goods produced) There has been a fall in manufacturing 

output.the manufacturing sector (=companies that are involved with 
manufacturing) The manufacturing sector has grown, while the farming sector has 
declined.a country’s manufacturing base (=all its industries, considered together as 

a group) The UK lost much of its manufacturing base during the 1980s.a 
manufacturing plant (=a factory or building where manufacturing takes place) A 
chemical company is planning to open a manufacturing plant on the site.a 

manufacturing job A lot of manufacturing jobs have been lost.manufacturing 
activity The level of manufacturing activity is increasing.manufacturing 
expertise The company's manufacturing expertise is particularly strong as regards the 

production of engine parts. 

many /ˈmeni/ determiner pronoun adjective  a large number of people or things 

– used in everyday English in questions and negative sentences, and after ‘too’ and ‘so’. 

In formal or written English, you can also use it in other sentences: Many people have 
to use a car to travel to work. She has lived in Spain for many years. Some of the 
houses have bathrooms but many do not.PHRASESmany of Many of our staff work 

part-time.how many How many chairs do you need? | It doesn't matter how many 
times I tell him.so many There are so many things we disagree about.too 
many You’ve been reading too many romantic novels.a great many Most of the young 

men went off to the war, and a great many never came back.not many (=only a 
few) Not many people can afford to buy the car.a good many (=several - a rather 
formal use) It all happened a good many years ago.sth is one too many (=it is one 

more than is acceptable, needed etc) One job loss is one too many.sb/sth is 
considered/regarded by many to be sb/sth His third novel is regarded by many as 

his best.THESAURUS: manya lotmany. A lot is less formal than many and is the 

usual phrase to use in everyday English:A lot of tourists visit Venice in the 

summer. | The club has a lot more members  

now.dozens/hundreds/thousands/millionsmany – used when you cannot be exact  

but the number is two dozen or more, two hundred or more etc:At least five people  

died and dozens more were injured in a gas explosion. | They’ve wasted thousands  

of pounds on the project.a large number ofa lot of a particular type of person or  

thing - a rather formal use:China plans to build a large number of nuclear power  

plants.numerousoccasions | times | studies | examplesmany – used especially  

when saying that something has happened many times. Numerous sounds rather  

formal:We’ve contacted him on numerous occasions. | Numerous studies have 

shown a link between smoking and lung 

cancer.countless/innumerable /ɪˈnjuːmərəbəl $ ɪˈnuː-

/times | occasions | hours | ways | examples | instances | people | lives | prob

lems | warningsmany – used when it is impossible to count or imagine how 
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many. Innumerable is more formal than countless:She had been to Paris countless  

times. | He spent countless hours in the gym. | There are innumerable ways of cooking  

potatoes. | There are countless examples of people who have made it to the top of  

their professions despite have been unsuccessful in their exams. | I've been told the 

same thing by innumerable people. | Countless lives have been ruined. | We have had 

to deal with innumerable problems. | The boys had been given innumerable warnings.a 

host ofproblems | issues | questions | factors | reasonsmany – used especially  

when something seems surprising or impressive:His father suffered from a host of  

health problems. | There are a host of other issues to consider. | The scandal raises a  

host of different questions. | People leave jobs for a whole host of reasons.a raft  

ofmeasures | reforms | legislation | changes | issues | initiatives | recommend

ations | suggestions | ideas | awardsmany – used especially when talking about  

business or politics:The new government is planning a whole raft of measures to deal  

with the problem (=it is planning a lot of different official actions). | The company's  

chief executive has introduced a raft of changes since his arrival. | The report made a  

raft of recommendations. | The film won a raft of awards.quite a few especially  

spokena fairly large number of people or things:We’ve had quite a few problems with  

the software. | I’ve met quite a few of his friends.lots informalmany:I’ve invited lots of  

people. | “How many cats has she got?” “Lots!”tons/loads informalmany – a very  

informal use:I’ve got tons of books. | Have a strawberry – there are loads here.  

map /mæp/ noun  a drawing of an areaADJECTIVESa detailed map He bought a 

detailed map of the city.an accurate map The map she drew me was not very 
accurate.a large-scale map (=showing a small area in a lot of detail) On the wall 
was a large-scale map of Paris.NOUNS + mapa road/street map There’s a road map in 

the car.a tourist map The museum is marked on most tourist maps.a 
tube/underground map BrE a subway map AmE (=of an underground 
railway) There are tube maps at every station.an Ordnance Survey 

map BrE (=showing the roads, paths, hills etc of an area of Britain in detail) It’s always 
best to take an Ordnance Survey map with you when you’re walking.VERBSlook at a 
map She stopped the car to look at the map.read a map (=look at and understand the 

information on a map) I’m not very good at reading maps.study a map (=look 
carefully at a map) They studied the map before setting out.draw a 
map He drew me a map of the route.check a map also consult a map formal (=look 

at a map to get information) I don’t know how to get to Berlin without consulting a 
map.be marked on a map The path is clearly marked on the map.find sth on a 
map I managed to find the village on the map.spread out/unfold a map We spread 

out our maps on the floor.PHRASESthe contours on a map (=the lines on a map 
showing the height of mountains and valleys) Contours on the map are given in 
feet.PREPOSITIONSa map of sth Here’s a map of the city centre.on a map Where are 

we on the map?according to a map According to the map, we should turn left. 

march /mɑːtʃ $ mɑːrtʃ/ noun  an organized event in which many people walk 

together to protest about somethingNOUNS + marcha protest march The trades union 

organized a protest march through the city centre.a peace/anti-war march Several 
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people were arrested during yesterday’s peace march.ADJECTIVESa peaceful 

march The organizers say the march will be 
a peaceful one.VERBShold/organize/stage a march The workers held a march to 

show their opposition to the plan. | Unions organized a march, demanding ‘Money for 
Jobs, Not for Banks’.take part in a march also attend a march formal She took part 
in student marches when she was at university.go on a march They went 

on a march to protest against cuts in government spending.join a march Tens of 
thousands joined the protest march through Caracas.lead a march Dr King led a 
famous march in Washington.stop/halt a march The police stopped the march, in 

order to avoid further violence.ban a march Anti-government marches have 
been banned.PREPOSITIONSa march to/towards/from sth More than 5,000 people 
took part in a protest march to the capital. | She led a march from Rawalpindi to 

Islamabad demanding fresh elections.a march through sth The demonstrators are 
planning a march through the centre of London.a march against sth They are 
planning a march against the war.at a march There were at least 8,000 

people at the march. 

margin AC /ˈmɑːdʒən, ˈmɑːdʒɪn $ ˈmɑːr-/ noun  1. the empty space at the side of 

a pageADJECTIVESa wide margin There is a wide margin so that you can make 

notes.a narrow margin The margins are very narrow, making the page look full.a 
generous margin (=wide) Leave a generous margin at the side of the page.the 
right/right-hand margin There were some notes written in the right-hand 

margin.the left/left-hand margin All typing begins at the left-hand 
margin.VERBSleave a margin Leave a margin about an inch wide at the side of the 
page.draw a margin I carefully drew a margin on the page.set the margins (=make 

the margins of a document a particular size on a computer) Set the margins to one inch 
on each side.change/adjust the margins If you change the margins, you can fit 
more on the page.PREPOSITIONSin the margin The teacher wrote comments in the 

margin.2. the difference in the number of votes, points etc between the winner and the 
loserADJECTIVESa large/big margin By a large margin, the book sold more copies 
than any other this year.a comfortable/considerable/substantial 

margin (=big) She was elected by a comfortable margin.a huge margin (=very 
big) They won the championship by a huge margin.a small margin Visitors from other 
parts of Scotland exceeded foreign visitors by only a small margin.a narrow 

margin (=small) He lost by only a narrow margin.a slim/slender margin (=very 
small) By a slim margin, the arguments for war are stronger.a winning margin (=the 
amount by which something is won) Their winning margin in the last election was 1,300 

votes.PREPOSITIONSby a large/small etc margin The party won by a 
huge margin.PHRASESby the narrowest of margins (=by a very small 
amount) Kennedy won, but by the narrowest of margins.a margin of 

victory/defeat (=the amount by which someone wins or loses) What’s the 
biggest margin of victory for a professional football team? | an eight-goal margin of 
defeat 

marine /məˈriːn/ adjective [only before noun]  relating to the sea and the 

creatures that live thereNOUNSmarine life (=living things in the sea) Marine life is 
threatened by pollution.a marine animal/creature/organism The islands have 

many marine creatures including whales and dolphins.a marine mammal The whale is 
the largest marine mammal.the marine environment Stricter laws are needed to 
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protect the marine environment.marine pollution Marine pollution from industrial 

waste is a big problem.marine biology She’s studying marine biology at university.a 
marine biologist Marine biologists are researching the effects of global warming on 

the world’s oceans. 

mark1 /mɑːk $ mɑːrk/ noun  1. a spot or dirty area on something that spoils its 

appearanceADJECTIVESa black/red/white mark There were black marks all over the 
floor. | She slapped his face, leaving a red mark. | Some deodorants leave white 

marks on your clothes.a dirty mark What’s that dirty mark on your coat?a greasy 
mark The spray is good for getting greasy marks off carpet.a big mark The TV screen 
has a big mark on it.a faint mark (=difficult to see) There were faint marks on his arm 

where she had gripped it.a slight mark You may be left with a slight mark on your 
skin, but it will fade.a stubborn mark (=difficult to remove) Remove stubborn 
marks by scrubbing them lightly with a nailbrush.VERBSmake a mark Her lipstick 

had made a mark on his collar.leave a mark (=make one) The glass had left a 
mark on the table.get a mark out/off also remove a mark I can’t get these marks 
out of my T-shirt. | The product removes greasy marks from clothes.a mark comes 

off/out That mark will come out if you wash it with warm water.a mark 
fades (=gradually disappears) Eventually the bite marks on his skin faded.NOUNS 

+ markfinger marks There were finger marks all over the windows.a grease 
mark Handle the photographs by their edges to avoid grease marks.a burn 
mark There were burn marks on the carpet from cigarettes.a scorch mark (=caused 

when something hot touches a surface) There appeared to be scorch marks on the 
ceiling.paw marks (=made by an animal’s foot) Judging from the paw marks, the cat 
had been all over the house.teeth marks She had teeth marks on her arm where the 

little boy had bitten her.a bite mark (=caused by a human, animal, or insect bite) Her 
arms were covered in bite marks from the mosquitoes.a tyre mark BrE a tire 
mark AmE The ground was pretty soft and there were tyre marks.a skid 

mark (=caused by the tyres of a car that has lost control) After the accident, two sets 
of skid marks were found.a chalk/pencil/paint mark She rubbed a chalk mark off 
her skirt.a stretch mark (=caused by the stretching of your skin) Most women 

get stretch marks when they have a baby.THESAURUS: markA DIRTY MARKspota 

small mark on something:There is a grease spot on my shirt. | They found tiny spots  

of blood on his shoes.staina mark that is difficult to remove, especially one made by a  

dark liquid:a wine stain on the tablecloth | How do you remove blood stains?smudgea 

mark that is made when something touches against a surface:There was a smudge of  

lipstick on his cheek. | He had a smudge of chalk on his jacket.smeara mark that is  

made by a small amount of something spread across a surface:The table had a smear  

of paint on the top.fingerprint also fingermark BrEa mark on the surface of  

something that is made by someone’s fingers:The glass was covered 

with greasy fingerprints. | The thieves left their fingerprints on the door.A MARK ON 

YOUR SKINblemisha mark on your skin that spoils its appearance:John grew a beard  

to hide the blemishes on his chin.molea small dark, sometimes raised, mark on your  

skin:Some moles may become cancerous. | Helena found a mole on her arm which had 

definitely not been there before.frecklessmall light brown marks on your skin,  
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especially on your face but also on your arms, shoulders etc:She had a few freckles  

on her nose. | Her arms were covered in freckles.birthmarka permanent mark on your  

skin that you have had since you were born:There was a small birthmark on her left  

cheek.bruisea purple or brown mark on your skin that you get because you have 

fallen or been hit:Her legs were covered in cuts and bruises.scara permanent mark on 

your skin, caused by a cut or by something that burns you:The injury left a small scar  

on his forehead.pimple/zit also spot BrEa small raised red mark or lump on your  

skin, which usually appears when a child is between 12 and 18 years old:When I was a  

teenager I had terrible spots. | The boy had a few pimples under his chin.warta small  

hard raised mark on your skin caused by a virus:His face was covered in hairy  

warts.blistera small area of skin that is swollen and full of liquid because it has been 

rubbed or burned:There was a blister on his arm where the boiling milk had splashed 

him.rashan area of small red spots on your skin, caused by an illness or an allergy:I  

can’t eat strawberries – they give me a rash.2. especially BrE a letter or number given 

by a teacher to show how good a student’s work isADJECTIVES/NOUNS + marka high 

mark He got a very high mark in the last test.a low mark Her marks have been a 
lot lower this term.a good mark She always gets good marks.a bad/poor mark My 
parents get angry if I get bad marks at school.the pass mark (=needed to pass an 

exam) The pass mark was 75%.full/top marks (=the highest possible mark) He 
managed to get top marks in maths.extra marks You get no extra marks for including 
irrelevant information.the total marks Add up the total marks then divide by two.the 

average mark The average mark for this test was 52%.VERBSget/receive a 
mark You get one mark for each correct answer.give sb a mark I’ll give you 
three marks for that answer.take marks away/off also deduct 

marks formal Marks will be deducted for poor presentation.lose a mark (=have it 
taken away) If you do not complete the work on time, you could lose 
marks.PREPOSITIONSmarks in a subject Her marks in science have improved.marks 

for sth What mark did you get for the English essay?a mark out of 10/100 etc You 

will be given a mark out of 100. In American English, people usually say grade: He  

got very good grades in school.  

mark2 /mɑːk $ mɑːrk/ verb  1. to write or draw letters, lines, or symbols on 

something for a particular purposeADVERBSmark sth clearly All books should 

be clearly marked with the student’s name.mark sth carefully Mark carefully where to 
drill the holes.NOUNSmark a place/position He marked the place where we were to 
meet on the map. | Mark the position of the central screw with a pencil.mark a 

route Someone had marked the route in red on the map.mark a 
page I’ve marked the pages you need to look it.mark a ballot (=a piece of paper on 
which you make a vote) She marked her ballot and put it in the 

box.PREPOSITIONSmark sth on sth The walk is marked on the map.mark sth with 
sth The envelope was marked with my name.PHRASESmark sth 
urgent/confidential/personal etc I forwarded the message to John, marked 

urgent. | A document marked confidential lay on his desk. | She put the letter in an 
envelope and marked it personal.mark sth for sb’s attention (=write someone’s 
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name on a letter, document etc so they can deal with it) Send the contract to my office 

and mark it for my attention.mark sb absent/present (=note that a student is absent 
or present in class) Any student who is more than 20 minutes late will be marked 

absent.2. to damage the surface of somethingADVERBSbadly mark sth The table was 
badly marked. 

market /ˈmɑːkət, ˈmɑːkɪt $ ˈmɑːr-/ noun  1. a place where people buy and sell 

things, often outdoorsADJECTIVESan open-air/outdoor market (=outside) There is 

an open-air market in the city’s main square.an indoor/covered market He has a 
stall at the covered market.NOUNS + marketa fruit/vegetable/flower market There 
is a good flower market on Tuesdays.a craft market (=a market selling things people 

have made) I bought a wooden carving at the craft market.a farmers’ 
market (=where farmers sell their produce directly to the public) He always buys his 
vegetables at the farmers’ market.a flea market (=where you can buy old or used 

things) Flea markets are good if you want to buy vintage clothes.a fish market I 
bought some lovely salmon at the fish market.a cattle market He sold the cows at 
the cattle market.a Christmas market Germany is known for its lovely Christmas 

markets.VERBSgo to a market He went to the market to buy some vegetables.hold a 
market A market is held every Saturday.market + NOUNSa market stall (=a covered 

table with goods for sale) There were market stalls selling clothes and toys.the market 
square/place There is a market every Saturday in the town’s market square.a 
market town Ashbourne is a pretty market town in Derbyshire.market day Saturday 

is market day in Vevey.PREPOSITIONSat the market I bought these shoes at the 
market.to market She was taking her chickens to market to sell them.2. trade in a 
particular type of goodsADJECTIVESthe international/global market There has been 

a fall in coffee prices on the global market.foreign/overseas markets The majority of 
our sales are in overseas markets.the domestic market (=people in the same 
country) They supply sugar to the domestic market.a competitive market The sale of 

mobile phones is a very competitive market.a booming/thriving market (=in which a 
lot of goods are sold) Car sales in China’s booming market are expected to reach 7 
million this year.a depressed/sluggish/weak market (=one where there is not 

much activity) They delayed launching the new product because of the sluggish 
market.a volatile market (=one that can change very quickly) It is a volatile 
market where prices change frequently.an open/free market (=one where anyone is 

free to sell) The airlines are competing in a free market.the financial markets (=trade 
in shares, currencies etc) The world’s financial markets were in chaos.NOUNS 

+ marketthe stock market Shares on the New York stock market were down.the 

housing/property market The property market crashed, and many builders went out 
of business.the export market The cars are made for the export market.VERBS 

+ marketenter the market (=start to sell a particular type of goods) A lot of new 

companies have entered the market.dominate the market US companies dominate 
the market.corner the market in sth (=sell much more of a product than anyone 
else) The company had cornered the market in personal computers.flood the 

market (=make large quantities of something available to buy) They flooded the 
market with cheap products, so that they could put the other companies out of 
business.regulate a market The government is supposed to regulate the 

financial markets.market + VERBSthe market grows/expands The market in organic 
produce grew by 13%.the market collapses/crashes (=it fails because people are 
not buying very much) The property market collapsed.the market recovers/picks 
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up (=it starts to become successful again) The housing market is starting 

to recover.market + NOUNSthe market price/value (=the normal price paid for 
something) Many people were not willing to pay the market price.market share The 

company aims to increase its market share.the market leader The firm is the market 
leader in this kind of advertising.market position We have a strong market position in 
North America.market conditions Companies are facing very difficult market 

conditions.PREPOSITIONSthe market in sth The market in gold and other precious 
metals has grown.on the market (=available to buy) There are a lot of new 
products on the market.PHRASESon the black market (=illegally) You can buy foreign 

cigarettes on the black market.3. the people who want to buy somethingADJECTIVESa 
big/huge/large market We think there is a huge market for this type of product.a 
growing market There is a growing market for organic produce.a niche market (=a 

market that consists of a small group of customers who want to buy something) It’s 
a niche market and only a few people are able to afford this type of car.the mass 
market (=large numbers of people who buy something) The magazine is aimed at the 

mass market.an emerging market (=one that is starting to buy more and more 
products) Eastern Europe is an emerging market.a lucrative market (=one that 
makes a lot of money for a company) The company believes it has found a lucrative 

market.VERBScreate a market The company is trying to create a market for its 
products.target a market The magazine targets the teenage market.cater for a 
market (=provide goods and services for a particular group of people) This shop caters 

for a slightly different market.tap into a market (=start to sell something to a 
particular group of people) This service aims to tap into a new market of young 
travellers.grow the market (=make it bigger – used in business English) Companies 

are looking at new ways to grow the market.PHRASESsb’s share of the market Ford 
wants to increase its share of the luxury car market.PREPOSITIONSa market for 
sth There was no market for the company’s products. 

marketing /ˈmɑːkətɪŋ, ˈmɑːkɪtɪŋ $ ˈmɑːr-/ noun  the activity of deciding how to 

advertise a product, what price to charge for it etc, or the type of job in which you do 
thisADJECTIVESdirect marketing (=contacting particular customers directly) We 

use direct marketing to target consumers.online/internet/email marketing The 
company specializes in online marketing.aggressive marketing (=continuous and 
determined marketing) Many students now have credit cards because of aggressive 

marketing.effective/good marketing You can improve sales through effective 
marketing.clever marketing Clever marketing has convinced us to spend 
more.international/global/worldwide marketing He’s the manager of global 

marketing for Microsoft.viral marketing (=passing information about a company’s 
products from person to person through internet links, blogs etc) Viral marketing is a 
relatively cheap way to reach a huge audience.marketing + NOUNSa marketing 

director/manager Paula is the company’s marketing manager.a marketing 
executive She works as a marketing executive for Pearson.a marketing 
department/division The marketing department is responsible for promoting our 

products.a marketing strategy/plan The company has changed its marketing 
strategy.a marketing campaign Company sales improved dramatically following a $2 
million marketing campaign.a marketing activity/effort/exercise We have 

undertaken a lot of marketing activities.a marketing tool The internet is an 
effective marketing tool.a marketing ploy/gimmick disapproving (=something done 
to make people buy something) The award is no more than a marketing 
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gimmick.VERBSprovide/do marketing We provide marketing for international 

corporations.PREPOSITIONSin marketing She has a good job in 
marketing.PHRASESsales and marketing Holmes is head of sales and marketing. 

marriage /ˈmærɪdʒ/ noun  the relationship between two people who are 

marriedADJECTIVESa happy/unhappy marriage Jack and Iris had a long and happy 
marriage.a successful marriage The key to a successful marriage is friendship.a 
failed/broken marriage (=that ended in divorce) After two failed marriages, she was 

not willing to risk marrying again.a loveless marriage Why should I stay in a loveless 
marriage?a childless marriage It was a happy but childless marriage.sb’s 
first/second etc marriage She had two children from her first marriage.a previous 

marriage Anne is his daughter from a previous marriage.an arranged 
marriage (=when your parents choose the person you will marry) In our culture, there 
is a long tradition of arranged marriages.a mixed marriage (=between people of 

different races or religions) Her parents disapproved of mixed marriages.an interracial 
marriage (=between people of different races) Interracial marriage is more common 
than it used to be.a civil marriage (=a marriage ceremony that does not take place in 

a church) Many young couples are now choosing to have civil marriages.a same-
sex/gay marriage (=between two homosexual people) a proposal to allow same-sex 

marriage in the stateVERBS + marriagehave a long/happy etc marriage They had a 
very unhappy marriage.save your marriage (=do things to try to stay together as a 
married couple) I will do anything I can to save my marriage.propose 

marriage formal (=ask someone to marry you) How did your husband propose 
marriage to you?consummate a marriage formal (=make your marriage complete by 
having sex) She claimed that their marriage was never consummated.a marriage is 

annulled formal (=is officially ended by a court or church) Henry VIII had his first 
marriage annulled.marriage + VERBSa marriage ends Her three marriages all ended in 
divorce.a marriage breaks down/up (=ends because of 

disagreements) Liz’s marriage broke up after only eight months.marriage + 

NOUNSmarriage breakdown/breakup Marriage breakdown is difficult for the whole 
family.marriage guidance BrE (=help for people who are having problems in their 

marriage) It might help to see a marriage guidance counsellor.a marriage 
ceremony Over seventy guests attended the marriage ceremony.marriage 
vows (=the promises you make in a marriage ceremony) Her marriage vows are 

important to her.a marriage proposal (=when someone asks another person to marry 
them) At first, she refused his marriage proposal.a marriage 
licence/certificate BrE a marriage license AmE (=a document that proves you are 

married) We will need to see your marriage licence.Don’t say marriage life. Say married 
life.PHRASESthe breakdown/breakup of sb’s marriage (=the end of it) She blamed 
herself for the breakup of their marriage.a proposal of marriage formal (=when 

someone asks you to marry them) She rejected his proposal of marriage.be born 
outside marriage (=be born when your parents are not married) Four in ten 
children are born outside marriage.sex before/outside marriage She believes 

that sex before marriage is wrong.a marriage of convenience (=for political or 
economic reasons, not for love) She admitted it was a marriage of convenience, to get 
her husband into the country.ask for sb’s hand in marriage old-fashioned (=ask 

someone to marry you, or ask their parents for permission to marry) He asked my 
father for my hand in marriage.the sanctity of marriage formal (=marriage seen as 
something that is very important and must be preserved and 
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respected)PREPOSITIONSmarriage to sb Her marriage to John lasted 50 

years.marriage with sb She tried to trick him into marriage with her.marriage 
between sb Marriage between cousins is not illegal.by marriage He is related by 

marriage to the King of Spain.in a marriage Trust is important in any marriage. 

married /ˈmærid/ adjective  having a husband or wifeADVERBShappily 

married I have been happily married for nine years.unhappily married They were 
behaving like an unhappily married old couple.newly/recently married (=married not 

long ago) The newly married couple arrived at their hotel.legally married Because 
they were not legally married, she was entitled to nothing when he died.NOUNSa 
married man/woman Married men shouldn’t kiss other women.a married 

couple Most of their friends are married couples.married life Throughout her married 
life, her husband’s interests had come first.sb’s married name (=a woman’s last 
name, when she has changed it to her husband’s name) Jones is her married 

name.married quarters (=where soldiers live with their wives) Can a soldier’s wife 
continue to live in married quarters if her husband leaves her?VERBSbe 
married Are you married or single? | She’s married now, and living in London.get 

married (=to have a wedding) We’re getting married next month.stay 
married also remain married formal I cannot stay married to a man I do not 

love.PREPOSITIONSmarried to sb Nicole is married to my brother.PHRASESbe married 

with children Kevin is married with four children.THESAURUS: 

marriedsinglemother | parentnot married:The number of single mothers has risen  

dramatically. | She was a single parent and had a nine-year-old son, Darren. | Chris is  

45 and still single.engagedhaving formally agreed to marry someone in the 

future:Jane and Pete have just got engaged. | engaged coupleslive togetherto share 

a home and have a sexual relationship, but not be married:More and more couples are 

choosing to live together rather than get married.separatedno longer living with your  

husband or wife because of problems in your marriage:I think Joan and Brian are 

separated now.divorcedno longer married because you have legally ended your  

marriage:My parents got divorced when I was 10. | divorced menwidowedno longer  

married because your husband or wife has died:He’s a widowed father of two. | She 

is recently widowed.HUSBAND/WIFE ETCwifethe woman you are married to:My wife’s a  

teacher.husbandthe man you are married to:She has just split up with her  

husband. | What would your ideal husband be like?partnerthe person you live with  

and have a sexual relationship with. Partner is often used when people are not  

married, or when you do not know if they are married. It is also used when talking  

about same-sex couples:He lives with his partner Ruth and their eight-month-old  

son. | You're welcome to bring your partner.fiancé/fiancéethe man/woman you are 

engaged to:He and fiancée Wendy Hodgson will marry in July.divorcéea woman who 

is divorced:Edward announced his intention to marry Mrs Wallis Simpson, an American  

divorcée.widow/widowera woman or man whose husband or wife has died:Imelda  

Marcos, the widow of the former presidentspouse formalyour spouse is your husband 

or wife:The rule applies to spouses and children of military personnel.estranged 
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wife/husband formalsomeone’s estranged husband or wife is one who they do not  

live with anymore:She is trying to get her sons back from her estranged 

husband.SOMEONE WHO IS NOT MARRIEDbachelora man who has never been 

married:He’s a confirmed bachelor (=a man who has decided he will never  

marry).spinster old-fashioneda woman who has never been married and is no longer  

young:The house was owned by an elderly spinster. Spinster is very old-fashioned  

and now sounds rather insulting. You will mainly see it used in old stories.  

marry /ˈmæri/ verb  if you marry someone, you become their husband or 

wife Marry is most commonly used in the phrase get married: My parents got  

married when they were young. She wants to get married to someone she met at  

college. VERBSget married The couple are planning to get married next summer.ask 

sb to marry you Philip asked her to marry him.agree to marry sb She agreed to 
marry him, as soon as they could afford to live together.ADVERBSmarry young (=at a 

young age) He knew he had made a mistake marrying young.marry late (=at an older 
age than is usual) Martha had married late, at a time when she had almost given up 
hope of finding a husband.PHRASESpermission to marry sb He had to ask her parents 

for permission to marry her.marry for love/money He had married her for love, not 
for money.marry beneath you disapproving old-fashioned also marry beneath your 
station (=marry someone of a lower social class) Her family thought that she 

had married beneath her.PREPOSITIONSget married to sb She got married to an 
Englishman. 

marsh /mɑːʃ $ mɑːrʃ/ noun [C,U]  an area of low flat ground that is always wet 

and soft, that often has grasses or reeds growing in it but no trees: The low hills you 
can see are like islands surrounded by the marsh. The story is set in 
the Essex marshes.NOUNS + marshsalt marsh (=which has salt water under it because 

it is near the sea) Miles of salt marsh stretched before us, reaching to the shores of the 
River Severn.marsh + NOUNSmarsh grass | The area is covered in marsh 

grass.THESAURUS: marshswampland that is always very wet or covered with a  

layer of water, that often has trees growing in it – used especially about areas in hot  

countries:The alligators live in the swamps of Florida. | Less than 200 years ago, the 

city was a malarial swamp, infested by mosquitoes (=full of malaria).bogan area of  

low wet muddy ground, sometimes with bushes or grasses growing in it:His foot  

started slowly sinking into the bog. | The destruction of peat bogs is contributing to  

global warming, according to a report commissioned by Friends of the 

Earth.wetlandan area of land that is partly covered with water, and that has grasses  

and other plants growing in it – often used about areas that are important to birds or  

wildlife:The ecosystem of the world's largest wetland, the Pantanal in southwest Brazil,  

is being threatened by tourists. | The area is home to thousands of wetland birds.fena 

large area of low flat wet land – used especially about the area of this type of land in  
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eastern England in Cambridgeshire and Lincolnshire, which is known as the Fens:He 

grew up in the Fens. | Intensive cultivation and continued drainage of the Fens further  

accelerates the degradation of the land.mire literaryan area of wet muddy ground,  

which people and vehicles etc get stuck in:The wagon was stuck fast in the mire. | The 

rain was turning the highway into a mire.  

martyr /ˈmɑːtə $ ˈmɑːrtər/ noun  1. someone who dies or suffers for their 

religious or political beliefs and is admired by people for thisVERBSmake sb a 

martyr/turn sb into a martyr His death at the hands of the police made him 
a martyr.become a martyr Becket became a martyr after being murdered in 
Canterbury cathedral.see/consider sb as a martyr Some people see him as a 

terrorist – others see him as a martyr.ADJECTIVESa Christian martyr The saint is 
regarded as a Christian martyr.PHRASESa martyr to a cause She was a martyr 
to the cause of women’s rights.sb died a martyr’s death Bobby Sands died a martyr’s 

death at the hands of the British government.2. disapproving someone who tries hard 
to get other people’s sympathy by complaining about how hard their life 
isPHRASESmake a martyr of yourself Don’t feel sorry for him – he’s always trying 

to make a martyr of himself.play the martyr (=pretend that you have been badly 
treated in order to get sympathy) She always loves to play the martyr.don’t be such a 

martyr Stop complaining and don’t be such a martyr! 

mask /mɑːsk $ mæsk/ noun  1. something that covers all or part of your face, to 

protect or to hide itNOUNS + maska face mask The diver was wearing a wetsuit and 
a face mask.an oxygen mask The air steward showed the passengers how to use 

the oxygen masks.a gas mask The soldiers were equipped with gas masks.a ski 
mask Ski masks keep your face warm.a surgical mask (=a mask which a doctor 
wears when doing an operation) The doctor’s surgical mask was hanging around his 

neck.a Halloween mask Some Halloween masks are really scary.VERBSwear a 
mask The robbers wore masks.have a mask on (=be wearing a mask) The 
workers have masks on to protect them from the smoke.put on a mask The 

children put on their Halloween masks.take off/remove a mask He took off his 
ski mask.hide behind a mask He kept his face hidden behind a mask so nobody would 
recognize him.use a mask You should always use a face mask when spraying 

paint.PREPOSITIONSin a mask (=wearing a mask) We saw people in masks and 
wearing carnival costumes.with a mask (on your face) A man with a mask 

on his face demanded money from the bank clerk.2. an expression or way of behaving 
that hides your real emotions or characterVERBSthe mask slips (=someone lets their 
true feelings show) He let the mask slip when he admitted that their relationship was 

sometimes a difficult one.hide sth under a mask Racism is sometimes hidden under a 
mask of politeness.PREPOSITIONSbehind/beneath/under a mask She seems happy, 
but I always wonder what’s going on behind the mask.a mask for sth His arrogant 

behaviour may actually be a mask for his shyness.a mask of sth She hid her true 
feelings under a mask of concern. 

mass1 /mæs/ noun  1. a large amount of a substance that does not have a 

definite or regular shapeADJECTIVESa great/huge/enormous/vast mass A great 

mass of rock fell into the ocean.a solid mass The Antarctic is covered in a solid 
mass of snow and ice.a dense mass A dense mass of grey cloud hung over the bay.a 
shapeless mass People who dislike the building have described it as a shapeless 
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mass of concrete.2. a large number of things or peopleADJECTIVESa 

great/huge/enormous/vast mass There is a huge mass of evidence against 
him. | The hard drive can store a vast mass of data.a tangled mass (=a lot of things 

twisted together in an untidy way) The garden was covered in a tangled mass of 
weeds.a seething/heaving/teeming mass (=a lot of people, insects etc, moving 
quickly in many different directions) The station was a seething mass of 

people. Masses ofThis phrase is used in informal English, when saying that there is a  

lot of something: I have masses of homework to do. There are masses of problems.  

mass2 /mæs/ adjective  involving or affecting a large number of 

peopleNOUNSmass unemployment The government has to deal with the problem 
of mass unemployment.a mass demonstration/protest There have been mass 
demonstrations against the war in many major cities.mass murder The men accused 

of the bombing went on trial for mass murder last week.a mass murderer If convicted 
of these terrible crimes, he will be Russia’s biggest ever mass murderer.a mass 
grave The bodies of 26 people were found in a mass grave near the town.mass 

hysteria There was mass hysteria when Kennedy’s death was announced.a mass 
audience Television brought drama to a mass audience. 

massacre1 /ˈmæsəkə $ -ər/ noun  an event in which a lot of people are killed 

violently, especially people who cannot defend themselvesADJECTIVESa bloody 
massacre (=very violent) There was a bloody massacre in which over a hundred 
civilians lost their lives.VERBSdie/be killed in a massacre Over thirty people 

were killed in a massacre by the army. | Dozens of innocent people died 
in the massacre.carry out a massacre The soldiers who carried 
out the massacre were never punished.order a 

massacre Amin ordered the massacre of thousands of his countrymen.survive a 
massacre A woman who survived the massacre was able to describe what happened.a 
massacre takes place The massacre took place during the Second World 

War.PHRASESthe scene/site of a massacre (=the place where a massacre took 
place) The town was the scene of one of the worst massacres of the civil war.a victim 
of a massacre The victims of the massacre were buried in unmarked graves.be 

responsible for a massacre The security forces were directly responsible 
for the massacre. 

massacre2 /ˈmæsəkə $ -ər/ verb  THESAURUS > kill 

massage /ˈmæsɑːʒ $ məˈsɑːʒ/ noun  the action of pressing and rubbing 

someone’s body with your hands, to help them relax or to reduce painADJECTIVESa 
relaxing/soothing massage What you need is a nice relaxing massage.NOUNS 

+ massagea foot/shoulder/back/body massage A shoulder massage is good for 
getting rid of stress.a full-body massage You can have a full-body massage by the 
pool.VERBSgive sb a massage Do you want me to give you a massage?have a 

massage The players often have a massage after the game.massage + 

NOUNSmassage oil She rubbed massage oil into my shoulders. A massage  

parlour usually means a place where people pay to have sex, although it is supposed  

to mean a place where people go to have massages.  
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massive /ˈmæsɪv/ adjective  THESAURUS > huge 

mass-produce verb  THESAURUS > make (1) 

master /ˈmɑːstə $ ˈmæstər/ noun [C]  1. someone who is very skilled at 

somethingPHRASESa master of the art of sth He became a master of the art of 
diplomacy.a master of disguise (=someone who is very good at changing the way 
they look, so that they look like a different person) The spy in this novel is a master of 

disguise who easily tricks his way into any building.be a past master at (doing) 
sth disapproving (=someone has always been good at doing something) She is a past 
master at getting other people to do all the work.the old masters (=famous painters 

from the 15th to the 18th century) His style of painting is heavily influenced by the old 

masters. Master is often used as an adjective in this meaning: a master  

craftsman, a master builder, a master chef. PREPOSITIONSa master of 

sth Parker is a master of his craft.2. the person who is in charge of someone, especially 
a servant or an animalVERBSserve your master Benjamin served his master faithfully 

until the day he died.obey your master Slaves had to obey their master at all 
times.ADJECTIVESyour political masters (=the politicians who are in charge of 
someone) He can only say what his political masters allow him to say.sb’s colonial 

masters (=the country that has taken control of another country) In 1960, the country 
finally became independent from its old colonial masters. 

masterpiece /ˈmɑːstəpiːs $ ˈmæstər-/ noun  a work of art, a piece of writing or 

music etc that is of very high quality or that is the best that a particular artist, writer 
etc has producedADJECTIVESa great masterpiece ‘War and Peace’ is one of the great 
masterpieces of Russian literature.a literary masterpiece Not all his books are literary 

masterpieces.a minor masterpiece The play was a minor masterpiece.a musical 
masterpiece His ninth symphony is a musical masterpiece.an architectural 
masterpiece Gaudi’s cathedral is an architectural masterpiece.a modern 

masterpiece The museum is full of modern masterpieces.VERBSbe sb’s 
masterpiece (=be someone’s finest work) This book is her 
masterpiece.create/produce a masterpiece Picasso created some of the 

greatest masterpieces of the 20th century.write a masterpiece In 1885, 
Twain wrote his masterpiece ‘The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn’.paint a 
masterpiece Van Gogh painted many of his masterpieces when he was in the asylum 

at Saint-Rémy.regard sth as a masterpiece/consider sth (to be) a 
masterpiece (=think that something is a masterpiece) The poem is considered to 
be his masterpiece.hail sth as a masterpiece (=say that something is a 

masterpiece) The movie is being hailed as a masterpiece by the critics.PREPOSITIONSa 
masterpiece of sth The novel is considered a masterpiece of European literature.a 
masterpiece by sb A masterpiece by the painter Marc Chagall will be one of the 

highlights of the exhibition. 

mastery /ˈmɑːstəri $ ˈmæ-/ noun  thorough understanding or great skill, or the 

process of getting thisADJECTIVEScomplete/absolute mastery Her complete 

mastery of painting with oils is impressive.gradual mastery His research studied 
children’s gradual mastery of language.increasing mastery With practice 
comes increasing mastery of the sport.technical mastery As a player, she has 

complete technical mastery of her instrument.VERBShave mastery of sth She 
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now has complete mastery of her job.show mastery of sth The film shows the 

director’s mastery of suspense.demonstrate/display mastery of sth (=show 
it) During the talk, he demonstrated his mastery of the issues.gain/achieve mastery 

of sth It takes many years to achieve mastery of a musical instrument.require 
mastery Each sport requires mastery of different skills.PREPOSITIONSmastery of 
sth He has shown mastery of basic skills.mastery over sth How can you gain mastery 

over fear? 

mat /mæt/ noun  1. a piece of material that covers part of the floor, that you 

stand, sit, sleep etc onNOUNS + mata door mat The postman had left a letter on 
the door mat.a floor mat (=on the floor of a car) The police found a gun on the floor 

mat in front of the driver’s seat.a prayer mat He rolled up and put away his prayer 
mat.a yoga mat A yoga mat will protect you from cold hard floors.a judo mat A judo 
mat stops people from hurting themselves when they fall.a sleeping mat A sleeping 

mat is a useful piece of camping equipment that will make sleeping on the ground a lot 
more comfortable.a bath mat Putting a non-slip rubber bath mat at the bottom of the 
bath can help prevent accidents.VERBSsit on a mat The cat was sitting 

on the mat.wipe your feet on a mat Wipe your muddy feet on the mat before you 
come into the house.ADJECTIVESa rubber mat There is a rubber mat next to the 

bath.a straw mat He slept on an old straw mat.2. a small flat piece of wood, cloth etc 
which protects a table or other surfaceNOUNS + mata table/place mat Can you put 
out the table mats?a mouse mat (=for a computer mouse) A mouse mat makes it 

easier to control the mouse.a beer mat (=a piece of cardboard that is put under a 
glass of beer to protect the table in a pub) A waitress was putting beer mats out on the 
tables. 

match1 /mætʃ/ noun  1. especially BrE a sports event between two teams or 

peopleNOUNS + matcha football/tennis/boxing etc match My dad took me to my 
first football match when I was 8 years old.a chess match A friend asked me if I 
wanted to have a chess match.a cup/championship match (=part of a 

competition) The team lost their last two World Cup matches.sb’s debut match (=first 
match) It’s every player’s dream to score in their debut match.a charity match (=to 
raise money for charity) We organized a charity basketball match.a test match (=a 

cricket or rugby match played between teams of different countries) England are 
expected to win the test match against Australia.a semi-final match (=between two 

of the last four teams left in a competition) Spain beat Russia in the semi-final 
match last night.a grudge match (=between people or teams who do not like each 
other) It will be a grudge match when we meet.ADJECTIVESa good/great/brilliant 

match We’re sure it’s going to be another great match.an exciting/thrilling 
match That was the most exciting match I have ever seen. | There were some thrilling 
matches at Wimbledon this year.a close match (=one in which it is not sure who will 

win, because both teams or players play well) Germany have a good team and it looks 
like a close match.a tough match (=difficult) At this stage of the competition, 
every match is tough.an important match also a big match informal They’re 

preparing for a big match tomorrow.an international match (=against a team or 
player from a different country) Before international matches, the national anthem is 
played.a practice match Federer was injured in a practice match with his coach.a 

qualifying match (=to decide who plays in a competition) They won all their qualifying 
matches.a crucial match (=very important) We need our best players for this crucial 
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match.a live match (=shown on TV as it happens) There is a live match on TV every 

Wednesday evening.a home match (=played at a team’s own ground) They have won 
their last five home matches.an away match (=played at the opponent’s ground) This 

is their last away match of the season.a friendly match (=not part of a 
competition) England won a friendly match with Sweden.VERBSwatch a 
match I watched the match on TV.go to a match Are you going to the match on 

Saturday?play a match We played the match in heavy rain.win/lose a match The 
team lost the match 3–0.draw a match BrE tie a match AmE (=finish with the score 
even) United have drawn their last two matches.have a 

match They have a match with Liverpool on Wednesday.postpone a match (=arrange 
for it to happen at a later time) Our first match was postponed because of bad 
weather.miss a match (=not play in it) He missed two matches because of an 

injury.referee a match (=be the person in charge of a football, basketball, or boxing 
match) The matches are refereed by the children’s parents.umpire a match (=be the 
person in charge of a tennis, cricket, or baseball match) It was the first tennis match he 

had umpired.level the match (=make the score level) Woods won the last two holes 
to level the match.clinch the match (=finally win it) Ronaldo clinched the match with 
a brilliant goal.throw a match (=deliberately lose it) The team has been accused 

of throwing the match.match + NOUNSmatch day There were a lot of police around 
on match days.a match report As a young journalist, I had to do match reports for 
local football games.the match referee (=the person who makes sure players obey 

the rules) The match referee decided to call off the game.a match 
commentator (=someone who describes what is happening in a match on television or 
radio) He is an occasional match commentator on Radio 5.match point (=in tennis, the 

score when the player who wins the next point will win the match) It’s match point to 
Nadal.PHRASESman of the match (=the best player in a match) Henri was 
named man of the match.PREPOSITIONSa match between two teams/players We 

saw a great match between Nigeria and Ireland.a match against/with another 
player or team Our next match is against UCLA.in a match He was injured in a 
boxing match.during a match Three players were sent 

off during the match.before/after a match She gets nervous before a 

tennis match. This meaning of match is used especially in British English. In American  

English, people usually say game. 2. a small stick for lighting fires, cigarettes 

etcVERBSstrike/light a match (=rub it against a rough surface to produce a 
flame) Karen struck a match and lit the candle.blow out a match (=blow it so it stops 

burning) I had to blow the match out because it was burning my fingers.put a match 
to sth (=light it with a match) He turned on the gas and put a match to the stove.a 
match goes out (=stops burning) Before he could light the fire, the match went 

out.NOUNS + matchsafety matches (=that can only be lit by rubbing them on the side 
of their box) Always carry a torch and a box of safety matches.PHRASESa box of 
matches He took a box of matches out of his pocket.a book of matches (=a small 

folded card containing matches) I kept a book of matches with the name of the hotel on 
the front. 

match2 /mætʃ/ verb  if one thing matches another, or if two things match, they 

look attractive together because they are a similar colour, pattern etcADVERBSmatch 
sth perfectly (=very well) The scarf matched the colour of her 
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eyes perfectly.PHRASESto match (=used when things that you buy are in the same 

style, colour etc) We bought a beech dining table with four chairs to 

match.THESAURUS: matchgo with sthto look good with something else:Do you 

think that blue wallpaper will go with the carpet?go togetherif two things go together,  

they look good when they are worn or seen with each other. Go together is very  

common in everyday English:That jacket and skirt don’t really go together. | The blue 

and the yellow go together well.complement formalif a piece of clothing or a colour  

complements something, it makes it look more attractive:A simple string of pearls will  

complement any outfit.well/perfectly coordinatedif clothes, decorations etc are well  

or perfectly coordinated, they look good together because they have similar colours  

and styles:Her outfits are always perfectly coordinated.  

material /məˈtɪəriəl $ -ˈtɪr-/ noun  1. a substance, especially one that can be 

used for making thingsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + materialraw material The island has to 
import oil and other raw materials.natural material We only use natural materials in 
our products.a man-made/synthetic material It looks like wood but has all the 

advantages of a modern synthetic material.local material The houses are built using 
local materials.genetic material (=that consists of genes) Scientists analyzed the 
genetic material in these cells.building/construction material The company supplies 

bricks, concrete, and other building materials.radioactive material (=dangerous 
because it contains substances such as uranium) A cloud of radioactive material had 

leaked from the nuclear reactor.THESAURUS: materialsubstancea type of  

material such as a chemical or a mineral:The green colour of the leaf is due to a  

substance called chlorophyll. | Dioxin is one of the most toxic substances known to 

man. | Police found illegal substances in his apartment (=illegal drugs).matter formala 

type of substance – used especially in the phrases waste matter and organic  

matter:It is important to add plenty of organic matter to the soil (=matter produced 

from living things, for example old leaves or food waste, which makes the soil good for  

growing things in). | Thousands of tons of waste matter are being dumped in the 

ocean. | People throw away lots of vegetable matter.stuff informala substance – used 

especially when you do not know exactly what it is:What’s that sticky stuff on the 

floor?2. cloth used for making clothes, curtains etc GrammarAlways uncountable in  

this meaning. NOUNS + materialdress/curtain material She bought some 

pretty dress material. | I can’t find any curtain material that I like.PHRASESscraps of 
material (=little pieces) I keep all the scraps of material that I don’t use.a kind of 

material She was wearing a scarf made of some kind of soft materialTHESAURUS: 

materialfabriccloth used for making clothes, curtains etc:Man-made fabrics such as  

polyester are easy to wash and iron. | He designed furnishing fabrics for people’s  

houses.clothmaterial that has been produced by weaving, especially material made 

from natural substances such as cotton and wool:The main trade was the production  

of woollen cloth. | There was a sharp decline in cloth exports. | The women were 
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covered in black cloth. | His trousers were made of a kind of coarse cloth (=a rough 

material).textiles formala general word for all types of cloth – used especially when 

talking about the business of producing and selling them:Textiles are one of Mexico’s  

main exports. | They work in the textile industry. | Many textile mills closed down 

because of foreign competition. | 15,000 female textile workers went on strike,  

demanding better working conditions.  

mathematics /ˌmæθəˈmætɪks, ˌmæθɪˈmætɪks/ noun  the science of numbers 

and shapesADJECTIVESpure mathematics Not many women studied pure 
mathematics at university.applied mathematics (=mathematics used for practical 
purposes) A good part of engineering is applied mathematics.higher 

mathematics (=advanced mathematics) Computer scientists need to have a 
knowledge of higher mathematics.VERBSstudy/learn mathematics I studied 
mathematics when I was at school.teach mathematics He teaches mathematics at 

university.mathematics + NOUNSa mathematics teacher She is a mathematics 
teacher at Woodard Junior High School.a mathematics course/test/exam He passed 
his mathematics course.a mathematics textbook A mathematics textbook will contain 

many problems, and solving them is an essential part of learning 
mathematics.PHRASESa branch of mathematics Geometry is the branch of 

mathematics that deals with shapes and angles.be good/bad at mathematics Can 
you add up the figures – I’m not very good at mathematics. 

matter1 /ˈmætə $ -ər/ noun  a subject or situation that you have to think about 

or deal withADJECTIVESan important/serious matter There are important 

matters we have to discuss.an urgent matter I need to speak to him immediately 
about an urgent matter.a small/trivial matter (=not important) Quitting your job 
over such a small matter is ridiculous.a simple/easy/straightforward 

matter (=easy to do) Putting the bookcases together is a fairly simple matter.a 
complex/complicated matter Since this is quite a complex matter, professional 
advice is essential.a different/separate matter The next day he came to see me 

again, about a separate matter.a related/unrelated matter Detectives investigating 
an unrelated matter found the gun.financial/business/legal/political/religious etc 
matters Rick wasn’t interested in financial matters. | I often asked his advice 

about business matters.a personal/private matter We never spoke about personal 
matters.a practical matter He wrote to him several times about practical matters to 

do with the house.a delicate/sensitive matter (=needed to be dealt with carefully to 
avoid upsetting or offending someone) There is something I need to speak to you about 
– it’s rather a delicate matter.more pressing matters (=ones that need to be dealt 

with sooner) They turned their attention to more pressing matters.VERBSdiscuss the 
matter She refused to discuss the matter with her colleagues.raise/bring up the 
matter (=start a conversation about it) I’ll raise the matter at the next 

meeting.broach the matter (=start a conversation that could be difficult or 
embarrassing) I was afraid to broach the matter with my parents.consider the 
matter (=think about it) She considered the matter carefully before making a 

decision.look into/investigate the matter (=try to find out the truth) The police said 
they were investigating the matter.deal with a matter She usually deals 
with financial matters.settle/resolve a matter (=deal with it completely) I hope this 

will settle the matter.improve/help matters (=make a situation better) His 
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aggressive attitude did not help matters.pursue the matter (=keep discussing or 

asking about it) If he refuses to help, I see no point in pursuing the matter.complicate 
matters (=make a situation more difficult) She didn’t want to complicate matters by 

asking about her son.PREPOSITIONSon/about a matter She came to see me on a 
matter of some importance.a matter for sb (=someone should decide it) This is 
a matter for the police.matters relating to sth They do not comment on matters 

relating to security.matters arising from sth formal (=things that come from another 
thing) Are there any matters arising from the report which you wish to 
discuss?PHRASESthe heart/crux of the matter (=the most important part of 

something) The crux of the matter is this: how do we prevent these floods from 
happening again?a matter of importance (=something important) He consulted her 
on all matters of importance.a matter of concern (=something that worries 

people) Safety standards in the industry have become a matter of concern.a matter 
for discussion/negotiation/speculation etc (=something that people talk 
about) The exact figure is a matter for negotiation between the two companies. | His 

future had become a matter for speculation.sth is a matter of/for debate (=people 
do not agree about it) The Buddha’s dates are a matter of debate.sth is no easy 
matter (=it is difficult) Sorting out the family finances was no easy matter.sth is no 

laughing matter (=it is serious and important, though it might seem funny) A doctor’s 
bad handwriting is no laughing matter, because it can lead to errors.the matter at/in 
hand (=the thing you are dealing with now) We need to focus on the matter in hand.to 

make matters worse I failed the test and, to make matters worse, all my friends 
passed.let the matter rest/drop (=stop discussing or worrying about it) I think we 
should let the matter rest, don’t you? | I was too curious to let the matter drop.the 

little/small matter of sth (=used ironically when something is actually important or 
difficult) We still need to discuss the little matter of finance.that is the end of the 
matter Mr Brown resigned and we thought that would be the end of the matter. 

matter2 /ˈmætə $ -ər/ verb  to be important to you, or to have an effect on what 

happensADVERBSreally matter Your age doesn’t really matter- it’s whether you can do 
the job.hardly matter My left foot is slightly bigger than the right, but the difference is 

so small that it hardly matters.matter most What still matters most to shoppers is 
value for money.matter a lot The poem matters a lot to me.matter 
less Fame matters less and less to me as I get older.matter little Helen’s 

disappearance seemed to matter little to anyone but her parents.matter a great 
deal (=a lot) The public’s opinion about my work matters a great deal to me.not 
matter very much I don’t think it matters very much what you wear as long as you 

look clean and neat.not matter any more All he wanted was to win – nothing 
else mattered any more.VERBScease to matter (=stop being important) The reason 
why they’d argued ceased to matter – he just wanted her back.seem to matter I can’t 

remember exactly what he said. It didn’t seem to matter very much at the 
time.PHRASESwhat matters I don’t care about the money – that’s not what 
matters.all that matters/the only thing that matters All that matters is that you’re 

safe. | Work was the only thing that really mattered to my father.nothing else 
matters At last she was with the man she loved and nothing else mattered.the thing 
that matters It’s the little things that matter most.not that it matters The landlord is 

going to raise the rent. Not that it matters very much because we are moving anyway. 

maximum AC noun, adjective  the largest number or amount that is possible or 

is allowedADJECTIVESthe absolute maximum 5,000 words is the absolute maximum 
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for the essay.the legal maximum Many people work more than the legal maximum of 

50 hours per week.the recommended maximum The recommended maximum is six 
grams of salt per day.NOUNSthe maximum number/amount The maximum 

number of students in a class is 15. | The maximum amount of money you can borrow 
is $2,000.the maximum speed/weight/temperature etc The car has a maximum 
speed of 200 miles an hour.the maximum rate He has to pay the maximum rate of 

tax.the maximum penalty/fine/sentence (=the largest punishment that someone 
can get) The maximum penalty for this offence is life imprisonment. | If you drop litter, 
you can face a maximum fine of £200. | The charges carry a maximum sentence of 50 

years.maximum effect/impact She paused to give her words maximum 
effect.maximum use of sth Farmers need to make the maximum use of their 
land.maximum benefit/advantage To gain maximum benefit, repeat the exercises 

regularly.maximum comfort/enjoyment The seat is padded for maximum 
comfort.maximum points also the maximum score Paul scored maximum 
points. | She got 23 out of a maximum score of 25.VERBSrise to/reach a 

maximum Temperatures in Dubai reach a maximum of around 39°C.achieve a 
maximum You can achieve a maximum of 500 points.exceed the maximum (=be 
more than it) You should not exceed the recommended maximum of four tablets per 

day.limit/restrict sth to a maximum Places on the course are limited 
to a maximum of 24 people.allow a maximum also permit a 
maximum formal The maximum allowed is four tickets per person.PREPOSITIONSa 

maximum of 10/£500/40 degrees etc You can take a maximum of 30 kilos of 
luggage.above/below a maximum The temperature is kept below a maximum of 30 
degrees. | The EU cannot borrow above a maximum of €60 billion.at the 

maximum Interviews should last 30 minutes at the maximum.to the maximum (=as 
much as possible) As a teacher she pushes her students to the 
maximum.ANTONYMS → minimum 

mayor /meə $ ˈmeɪər/ noun  the person who has been elected to lead the 

government of a town or cityADJECTIVESthe local mayor The head of the police 
department is appointed by the local mayor.the deputy mayor (=the second most 

important person after the mayor) The deputy mayor will be in charge while the mayor 
is away.a former mayor She is a former mayor of San Francisco.the newly elected 
mayor The newly elected mayor gave a speech.VERBSelect a mayor The people will 

vote to elect a new mayor.elect sb (as) mayor Boris Johnson was elected Mayor of 
London.run for/stand for mayor (=try to become mayor) His wife is planning to run 
for mayor.become mayor Palin became mayor of a small town in Alaska.serve as 

mayor (=have the job of mayor) He served as mayor of Tucson between 1987 and 
1991.PREPOSITIONSmayor of sth He was elected Mayor of New York. 

meal /miːl/ noun  an occasion when you eat food, for example a dinner, or the 

food that you eat thenADJECTIVES/NOUNS + meala delicious/lovely/excellent 
meal “It was a delicious meal,” Merrill said politely.a healthy/nutritious meal You 
can make a healthy meal in just a few minutes.a balanced meal (=with some of each 

type of food, to keep you healthy) Children need to eat balanced meals, not just sugary 
snacks.sb’s main meal We usually have our main meal in the evening.the 
evening/midday meal The evening meal is served at 7.30.a three-course/five-

course etc meal (=a meal with several separate parts) The restaurant offers a three-
course meal for $30.a big meal We don’t have a big meal at lunchtime, usually just 
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sandwiches.a decent/square meal also a proper meal BrE (=with enough good food 

to satisfy you) I hadn’t had a decent meal in days.a heavy meal (=with a lot of rich 
food which makes you feel very full) A heavy meal is likely to make you feel sleepy.a 

light meal (=with not a lot of food) We just had a light meal of salad.a simple 
meal He prepared a simple meal of soup and bread.a good meal (=a meal that is 
large enough and tastes good) We’ll get a good meal there.a hot/cold meal With a 

hot meal inside me, I began to feel better.a slap-up meal BrE informal (=a really good 
meal) I’ll take you out for a slap-up meal in the best restaurant in town.a full 
meal (=including several courses) A snack is around £10 and a full meal costs around 

$40.a ready meal BrE (=one that you buy and heat in an oven) British supermarkets 
sell a huge range of ready meals.regular meals (=ones that are eaten at the same 
time each day) Patients are advised to eat regular meals.school meals Many of the 

children are receiving free school meals.VERBShave a meal (=eat a meal) We 
usually have our evening meal fairly early.Don’t say take a meal.eat a meal When they 
had eaten their meal, they went out for a walk.cook/make a meal also prepare a 

meal formal Who cooks most of the meals in your house?serve a meal The 
bar serves snacks and meals.fix a meal informal especially AmE (=make a meal) I’ll go 
and see about fixing a meal.go (out) for a meal How about going out for a 

meal tonight?take sb (out) for a meal He took Anna out for a meal and then to the 
theatre.skip a meal (=not have a meal that you usually have) Eat regularly and 
don’t skip meals.meal + NOUNSa meal break (=a time when you stop work to have a 

meal) There is one meal break in the middle of the day. Mealtimes is written as one  

word. THESAURUS: mealTYPES OF MEALbreakfasta meal that you eat in the 

morning:What time do you have breakfast?bruncha meal that you eat in the late  

morning, instead of breakfast or lunch:We had a late brunch.luncha meal that you eat  

in the middle of the day:It's time for lunch. | We had lunch in the cafeteria.tea BrEa 

meal that you eat in the early evening, or a small meal eaten in the afternoon:Your  

tea's ready! | I've already had my tea. | The hotel serves afternoon teas. In British  

English, whether you say dinner or tea for your evening meal is often a question of  

social class, or of which part of the country you are from. dinnerthe main meal of the 

day, which most people eat in the evening:Most people have dinner sitting in front of  

the television. In British English, dinner is sometimes used when talking about  

lunch. School dinners are meals that children eat at school, which are often  

prepared at the school. Whether you say dinner or lunch for your midday meal is  

often a question of social class, or of which part of the country you are from. suppera 

meal that you eat in the evening:What would you like for supper? | He had his supper  

and went to bed. British people usually say dinner or tea for their evening meal, and  

use supper about a small meal eaten later in the evening. American speakers  
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say dinner or supper, depending on the part of the US. picnica meal that you eat  

outdoors, consisting of food that you cooked or prepared earlier:They went for a  

picnic on the beach.barbecuea meal that you cook outdoors over hot coals or wood 

and eat outdoors:We're having a barbecue this Saturday - do you want to  

come?snacka small amount of food that is eaten between main meals or instead of a  

meal:You shouldn't eat too many snacks between meals.side dishfood eaten with the 

main course, such as vegetables:I’ll have the salad as a side dish.courseone of the 

parts of a meal:We had a five-course meal in an expensive restaurant.PARTS OF A  

LARGE MEALhors d'oeuvre also starter BrE appetizer AmEthe small first part of a  

meal:a tempting plate of hors d'oeuvres including olives and small pieces of roast  

beetrootmain course also entrée especially AmEthe main part of a meal. Entrée is  

used especially on restaurant menus:For the main course we had cheese and onion  

pie. | The menu includes a few hot  

entrées.dessert also pudding BrE or sweet BrEsweet food eaten at the end of a  

meal:What do you want for dessert? | They serve a wide range of desserts, including  

ice cream and home-made apple pie.  

mean /miːn/ adjective  unkind or cruelNOUNSa mean trick Hiding your brother’s 

homework was a mean trick to play on him.a mean thing to say/do It was a mean 

thing to say.a mean look The guard gave Joe a mean look, which made him feel 
nervous.a mean streak (=a cruel part to someone’s character) She seems friendly at 
first, but she has a mean streak.VERBSfeel mean Later, Betty felt mean for what she’d 

said, so she phoned Mike to say sorry.seem mean It seems mean not to let the 
children play together.ADVERBSpretty/quite mean If her husband has a bad day, he 
can be pretty mean to her when he gets home.a bit mean BrE informal I felt bad 

afterwards, because I thought I’d been a bit mean.PREPOSITIONSmean to sb The 

other boys were very mean to him and called him names.THESAURUS: 

mean→ unkind 

meaning /ˈmiːnɪŋ/ noun  1. the thing or idea that a word, expression, or sign 

representsADJECTIVESthe original meaning The original meaning of the word holiday 

was ‘holy day’.the literal meaning Idioms are groups of words that are used in a 
different way from their literal meaning.a precise/specific/exact meaning The term 

‘stress’ has a precise meaning to an engineer.a hidden meaning She felt there was a 
hidden meaning behind his words.a double meaning (=two meanings at the same 
time) Everything he said had a double meaning.the figurative/metaphorical 

meaning (=different from its usual or basic meaning) ‘Heated’ is most commonly used 
in a metaphorical meaning, when talking about angry arguments.the 
technical/scientific meaning The word ‘tolerance’ also has a technical meaning.the 

ordinary meaning Technical uses are often different from the ordinary meaning of the 
word.sb’s/sth’s true meaning Children need to understand the true meaning of 
Christmas.a symbolic meaning (=representing an idea) Colours often have symbolic 

meanings; for example, black signifies grief in Western cultures.VERBShave a 
meaning The same word may have several different meanings.take on a 
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meaning (=begin to have a new meaning) The word ‘chaos’ has taken on a special 

scientific meaning.understand the meaning The pictures help the children understand 
the meanings of the words.know the meaning Do you know the meaning of the word 

‘paraphrase’?grasp the meaning (=begin to understand the meaning) She 
suddenly grasped the meaning of what they were saying.get sb’s 
meaning informal (=understand what someone is saying in an indirect way) He’s not 

like other people, if you get my meaning.carry meaning formal (=have a meaning) In 
conversation, even a pause may carry meaning.convey meaning formal (=express a 
meaning) Hand signals can be used to convey meaning.PREPOSITIONSthe meaning of 

sth You can look up the meaning of a word in a dictionary.THESAURUS: 

meaningthe gistthe main idea and meaning of something such as an article or a  

speech:Read the story quickly first, just to get the gist of it. | I think I understand the 

gist of what you’re saying.the drift/your driftthe main set of ideas involved in  

something such as an explanation, argument, or account of something – often used 

when the ideas are not stated directly:The drift of his letter is that he wants to come 

back. | I don’t quite follow your drift.the essencethe most important meaning of  

something such as an argument or piece of writing:The essence of what he is saying is  

that human character is formed by society.the thrustthe most important message of  

an argument, explanation etc, especially when it consists of a set of connected ideas  

leading to a final answer or idea:The overall thrust of her argument is that we need to  

do more to protect our environment.the substance formalthe most important ideas  

contained in an argument or piece of writing:The substance of Marx’s views is the 

same in both of these books. | His article lacks substance (=there are no interesting or  

important ideas in it).the implicationthe meaning of what someone says, writes etc  

that is not stated directly, but that people are expected to understand:The implication  

was that they did not consider Harrison to be trustworthy.2. purpose and importance 

that something such as life or work hasADJECTIVESnew meaning The birth of his 
grandchild gave new meaning to his life.real/true meaning Without Jane, nothing had 

any real meaning for him.VERBShave meaning He felt that his 
life had no meaning after his daughter died.give meaning to sth Her belief in 
God gave meaning to everything she did.lose meaning (=no longer have any 

importance) I was grieving, and time lost all meaning for me.acquire meaning Those 
discoveries acquired greater meaning following further research in 
2009.PREPOSITIONSwithout meaning I was felt that my life was without meaning. 

means /miːnz/ noun  a way of doing or achieving something GrammarThe  

plural of means is means: Many new means of communication are available to  

us. ADJECTIVESother/different/alternative means If the airport was closed, they 

would have to get there by some other means.the normal/usual means (=that 
people usually use) The horse was the normal means of transport in those days.the 

only/sole means Writing letters became his sole means of communicating with his 
family.the main/principal means Rivers and canals were the main means of carrying 
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coal.a common means The most common means of spreading infection is through 

breathing in other people’s germs.a good/effective/reliable means Is this really 
the best means of achieving our goal? | Speed bumps are an effective means of 

stopping cars from going too fast.a useful/important means Local radio is a useful 
means of advertising. | Surveys are an important means of gathering information.a 
convenient means (=useful and easy) Many businesses use telephone conferencing 

as a convenient means of holding meetings.an ideal means Graphs are an ideal 
means of presenting information.a powerful means (=very effective) A link between 
pay and results is a powerful means of improving performance.legal/lawful 

means Their protests will continue, but only by legal means.legitimate 
means (=acceptable or legal) Stealing someone’s property is not a legitimate means of 
getting back money they owe you.illegal/unlawful means He was accused of 

attempting to overthrow the government using unlawful means.a possible means One 
last possible means of rescue remained.conventional means (=not using special 
technology) They claim that genetically modified tomatoes are as safe as tomatoes bred 

by conventional means.VERBSuse a means to do sth He will use any means to get 
what he wants.have a means of doing sth I had no means of telling him I would be 
late. | You have to have some means of paying for your studies.PHRASESa means of 

escape The window was our only means of escape.a means of 
transport/transportation (=a car, bus, bicycle etc) The car has become the 
main means of transportation.a means of communication (=telephone, email, 

speech etc) The only means of communication was sign language.a means of 
expression (=a way of expressing your feelings or opinions) Music and art are 
important means of expression.a means of identification (=an official document that 

shows who you are) Do you have any means of identification?sth is a means to an 
end (=it is something you do to achieve a result, not because you want to do it) Many 
of the students saw the course as a means to an end: a way of getting a good job.by 

any means necessary (=doing whatever you have to do in order to achieve 
something) Their only goal was survival by any means necessary.(whether) by fair 
means or foul literary (=using unfair methods if necessary) They were determined to 

achieve victory, by fair means or foul.the end justifies the means disapproving (=the 
result you want to achieve is the most important thing, even if other people are badly 
affected by your actions) The terrorists believe that the end justifies the means and it 

does not matter who they kill.the means of production (=factories and equipment 
used for producing goods – used especially in political theory) the class of people which 
owns the means of productionPREPOSITIONSby ... means They had entered the 

country by unlawful means. | Can you explain the means by which performance is 
assessed?through ... means Can the conflict be resolved through peaceful means?by 
means of sth (=using something) The best way of understanding this is by means 

of an example. 

measure1 /ˈmeʒə $ -ər/ verb  to find the size, length, or amount of 

somethingADVERBSmeasure sth accurately/precisely Very small changes in weight 

are difficult to measure accurately.measure sth exactly Unless we measure the 
distance exactly, our results will be inaccurate.NOUNSmeasure the size/amount The 
meter measures the amount of water you use. | It’s a good idea to measure the size of 

the window before you buy curtain material.measure the 
weight/speed/temperature They measure the baby’s weight every month for the 
first year. | Measure the temperature of the water using a thermometer. | The police 
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use this technology to measure the speed of cars.measure the distance We measured 

the distance between the two points with a ruler.measure the rate/level The 
nurse measures the patient’s heart rate. | The blood test measures the level of alcohol 

in your body.measure the pressure An optician uses a simple test to measure the 
pressure behind your eye.measure the position They wanted to measure the 
position of the stars.PHRASESmeasure how much/how long/how big 

etc Researchers measured how much carbon dioxide there was in the atmosphere.sth 
is difficult/hard/easy to measure The long-term effects of taking the 
medication are difficult to measure.it is possible/impossible to measure sth Using 

this method, it should be possible to measure the plant’s growth rate. 

measure2 /ˈmeʒə $ -ər/ noun  an action, especially an official one, intended to 

deal with a particular problemADJECTIVES/NOUNS + measurean extreme/drastic 
measure (=unusual and severe) The public would not be in favour of such an extreme 

measure. | Drastic measures are needed if we are to fight global warming.a desperate 
measure (=one that you only use because you are in a very difficult situation) The 
government was forced to take desperate measures to reduce its debts.a 

temporary/short-term measure also an interim measure formal It’s just 
a temporary measure until he finds somewhere else to live.an emergency 

measure Emergency measures are needed to reduce the number of homeless 
people.appropriate measures (=ones that are suitable for that situation) We will 
take appropriate measures to make sure the information remains private.all necessary 

measures The army will take all necessary measures to protect the public.a 
precautionary/preventative measure (=in order to prevent something bad from 
happening) He was kept in hospital overnight as a precautionary measure. | Vaccination 

against disease is a sensible preventative measure.a safety measure New safety 
measures were introduced after the rail crash.a security measure (=for keeping a 
place safe from danger or crime) Cameras have been installed as a security 

measure.VERBStake measures to do sth (=do something to deal with a problem) We 
are taking measures to improve the situation. | Measures are being taken to reduce 
crime in the city.use a measure The government has used various measures to silence 

the protests.introduce/bring in a measure The authorities introduced tough new 
security measures.adopt a measure (=start using it) They agreed to adopt 
measures to reduce pollution.announce a measure Emergency measures have 

been announced.outline a measure (=describe it in general 
way) He outlined the measures in his plan.oppose a measure We 
will oppose any measures to remove the ban.a measure is aimed at 

sth The measures are aimed at reducing the speed of cars on the roads.a measure is 
designed/intended to do sth The Marshall Plan was a measure designed to help 
Europe rebuild after the war. | These are measures intended to improve food 

safety.PHRASESa series of measures They introduced a series of measures to 
encourage people to exercise more.a package of measures (=a group of measures) A 
package of road safety measures has been announced. 

measurement /ˈmeʒəmənt $ -ʒər-/ noun  the length, height etc of something, 

or the activity of calculating thisADJECTIVESan accurate measurement When making 
curtains, you need to have accurate measurements of the window.an exact/precise 

measurement It’s about 10 metres by 8 metres – I don’t know the exact 
measurements. | This special equipment allows us to make 
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very precise measurements.a careful measurement Careful measurements of the 

human skull were taken and recorded.a direct measurement (=made by measuring 
the thing itself) Instruments in space allowed a direct measurement of Jupiter’s 

temperature.an objective measurement (=not influenced by opinions or 
feelings) The test provides an objective measurement of the student’s listening 
skills.NOUNS + measurementsb’s waist/chest/leg etc measurement Her waist 

measurement is 28 inches.a length/temperature/pressure etc measurement How 
do you convert length measurements from feet to metres?VERBStake/make a 
measurement (=measure something) Take measurements of the room before you buy 

any new furniture. | Scientists make daily measurements to find out if the ocean 
temperature is increasing.take sb’s measurements (=measure their body for a piece 
of clothing) She was having her measurements taken for her wedding dress. | The 

assistant took my measurements and showed me what was available in my 
size.get/obtain a measurement In order to get an accurate measurement, you need 
to have the right equipment.record a measurement The 

students recorded their measurements in their notebooks. 

meat /miːt/ noun  the flesh of animals and birds eaten as 

foodADJECTIVES/NOUNS + meatraw meat (=not cooked) The dogs are fed on raw 

meat.undercooked meat (=not cooked enough) Undercooked meat can make you 
ill.rare meat (=cooked for a short time and still red) I like my meat rare.well-done 
meat (=cooked thoroughly) The meat is well-done when the juices run 

clear.tough/tender meat (=difficult/easy to chew) The meat was tough and 
chewy.lean meat (=with little fat) Try to eat more lean meat, fruit, and vegetables.red 
meat (=dark-coloured meat such as beef) For health reasons, you should eat less red 

meat.white meat (=light-coloured meat such as chicken) White meat is supposed to 
be healthier.cold meats (=ham, salami etc) a plate of cold meatstinned 
meat BrE canned meat AmE I added some of the tinned meat to the soup.processed 

meat (=with substances added to preserve it and improve its colour) Processed 
meat like hot dogs and sausages are bad for your heart.organic meat (=from animals 
raised without chemicals) We only eat organic meat.halal/kosher meat (=from an 

animal killed in a way approved by Muslim/Jewish law) Muslims will only eat halal 
meat.whale/horse/goat etc meatVERBSeat meat I don’t eat meat – I’m 
vegetarian. | People are eating less meat these days. | I gave up eating meat a few 

months ago.have meat in it also contain meat formal Does this soup have meat in 
it?cook meat Make sure you cook the meat thoroughly.roast meat (=cook it in an 
oven) Roast the meat for 30 minutes.fry meat (=cook it in oil) Fry the meat in a little 

oil.barbecue meat also grill meat (=cook it on a metal frame over fire 
outdoors) We barbecued some meat and made kebabs.marinate meat (=leave it in a 
mixture of oil and spices before cooking it) Marinate the meat for a couple of 

hours.brown meat (=cook it until it is brown in colour) After browning the meat, 
remove it from the pan.carve meat (=cut it into slices after cooking it) Tell Dad it’s 
time to carve the meat.bone meat (=take the bones out) The butcher 

will bone the meat for you if you ask him.meat + NOUNSmeat products (=foods 
containing meat) Meat products such as pies and burgers often contain a lot of fat.a 
meat substitute (=something used instead of meat) Vegetarians can use meat 

substitutes such as tofu or quorn.a meat eater (=a person or animal that eats 
meat) We’re not big meat eaters.a meat pie It’s meat pie and vegetables for dinner.a 
meat cleaver (=a heavy knife for cutting meat)PREPOSITIONSmeat from sth They 
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don’t eat meat from pigs. Without meatProducts that do not contain meat are  

called meat-free products. PHRASESa joint of meat BrE (=a large piece of meat, 

sometimes containing a bone) He began to carve a joint of meat.a cut of meat (=a 

joint of meat taken from a particular part of an animal) Cheaper cuts of meat can be 
tough.a slice of meat (=a thin piece cut from a larger piece) He helped himself to 

another slice of meat.a chunk of meat (=a large piece with an uneven shape) The 
stew was full of juicy chunks of meat.kill sth for meat She does not believe that 
animals should be killed for their meat. 

mechanical /mɪˈkænɪkəl/ adjective  affecting or involving a machineNOUNSa 

mechanical fault/problem The flight was delayed because of mechanical 
problems. | The accident was caused by a mechanical fault.a mechanical part The 
company supplies mechanical parts for cars and other vehicles.a mechanical 

device He invented a simple mechanical device for getting water out of the ground.a 
mechanical engineer He graduated as a mechanical engineer from the Copenhagen 
Technical College.mechanical engineering She is studying mechanical engineering at 

university. 

medal /ˈmedl/ noun  a flat piece of metal, usually shaped like a coin, that is 

given to someone who has won a competition or who has done something 

braveADJECTIVESa gold medal (=for first place) He won the gold medal in the diving 
competition.a silver medal (=for second place) She was awarded the silver medal for 
the 100 metres.a bronze medal (=for third place) Morrell took the bronze medal in 

the long jump.an Olympic medal He won a total of six Olympic medals.VERBSwin a 
medal She won a medal at the Olympics.take a medal (=used when saying which 
person or team wins a medal) German runner Stephan Freigang took the 

bronze medal.get/receive a medal She received a medal from the Society of 
Arts.give/award sb a medal He was given a medal for his courageous actions.be 
awarded a medal The two women were awarded medals for services to the 

community.medal + NOUNSa medal winner Johnson was a silver medal winner at the 
Olympic Games.sb’s medal haul/tally (=the number of medals that a person, team, 
or country has won) China increased its gold medal haul to 32.the medal table (=the 

list of who has won the most medals in a competition) Once again Japan topped the 
medal table.medal hopes (=hopes of winning a medal - used especially in 

newspapers) Britain’s medal hopes were hit when two leading boxers were banned from 
the competition.a medal contender (=a person or team who could win a 
medal) India’s team is still a gold medal contender.PREPOSITIONSa medal for sth The 

two boys were awarded medals for bravery. 

media AC /ˈmiːdiə/ noun  all the organizations, such as television, radio, and 

newspapers, that provide news and information for the public GrammarMedia is  

often used in the phrase the media.Although media is a plural noun, you will often  

hear people use a singular verb after it: The media has shown great interest in the  

story. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + mediathe national/local media (=for the whole 

country/part of a country) The case received enormous publicity in the national 
media.the foreign media The foreign media were very interested in these events.the 
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news media Do the news media have a role in forming public opinion?the mass 

media (=the media that large numbers of people watch, read etc) The mass media has 
helped to call attention to environmental issues.the mainstream/popular 

media (=the media that most people watch, read etc) Few of these events were 
reported in the mainstream media.the broadcast media (=television and 
radio) Alongside the broadcast media, the newspaper is an important means of 

communication.print media (=newspapers and magazines) The conference is for 
journalists in print media or broadcasting.online/digital media (=websites, blogs 
etc) More and more people are using online media as their main source of 

news.media + NOUNSmedia attention/interest The story received worldwide media 
attention. | The 11-day trial generated intense media interest.media reports Media 
reports suggest he is going to resign.media speculation (=reports in the media about 

what might happen or be true) There was media speculation that the crisis would soon 
be at an end.media coverage (=how much something is reported in the media) Media 
coverage of the case should have been restricted.media hype disapproving (=media 

attention making something seem better or more important than it is) A great deal 
of media hype surrounded the release of the band’s latest CD.a media campaign The 
government launched a media campaign aimed at reducing drink driving.a media 

empire (=many newspapers, TV stations etc owned by someone) Murdoch owns a 
global media empire.a media circus disapproving (=a situation in which there are too 
many reporters and people from the media trying to get news about something) The 

trial has turned into a media circus.a media blitz (=a short but intense media 
campaign) The media blitz resulted in hundreds of new orders.a media blackout (=a 
ban on the reporting of something) The authorities imposed a media blackout and 

prevented any coverage of the events.a media tycoon/magnate/mogul (=a rich 
successful businessman in the media) The news channel was bought by an 
Australian media tycoon.media studies (=the study of newspapers, radio, television 

etc) She’s doing a degree in media studies.media + VERBSthe media report sth The 
US media reported that he died of a drugs overdose.the media cover sth (=report on 
it) The way the media covered the oil spill has been criticized.the media portray 

sb/sth (=describe them in a particular way) The media tend to portray her as 
crazy. | He was angry about the way the school was portrayed by the media.the media 
pick up on sth (=notice and report on it) Soon the national media picked up on the 

story.VERBS + mediacontrol the media A small number of very influential 
people control the media.dominate the media (=be the most important story) The 
floods have dominated the media for the last few weeks.use the 

media He’s using the media to try to get public support.manipulate the media (=use 
it to make people believe what you want them to believe) Politicians have become very 
good at manipulating the media.accuse the media of sth He accused the media of 

bias.blame the media for sth The singer blames the media for her eating 
disorder.PREPOSITIONSin the media There have been a lot of stories in the 
media about him.through/via the media He first heard he was being fired via the 

media. 

medical AC /ˈmedɪkəl/ adjective  relating to medicine and the treatment of 

disease or injuryNOUNSmedical treatment/care/attention Her son was ill and 

needed urgent medical treatment. | Free medical care is provided for children under 
five years old.medical advice/help If you suffer from chest pains, you should 
seek medical advice immediately. | He ran back to the police car to radio for 
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immediate medical help.medical research/science Medical research may eventually 

lead to a cure for cancer. | Medical science has not yet discovered a satisfactory cure 
for the disease.the medical profession (=doctors and other people whose work 

involves treating sick people) A majority of the medical profession supports this 
view.medical supplies/equipment Medical supplies are being flown out to victims of 
the earthquake. | Sophisticated life-saving medical equipment will be installed in 

hospitals throughout the North-East.medical services/facilities The 
country’s medical services are among the best in the world.a medical centre BrE a 
medical center AmE Three people were treated for serious injuries at Seattle’s 

Harborview Medical Center.medical school Sarah recently graduated from medical 
school.sb’s medical history/record The patient’s medical history includes a number 
of heart-related problems. | Nowadays all the patients’ medical records are stored on 

computer.medical costs/expenses/bill She couldn’t pay her medical bills after a stay 
in hospital. | After the operation , he had to pay £9,000 in medical costs.medical 
insurance Your medical insurance should cover the cost of the treatment. 

medication /ˌmedəˈkeɪʃən, ˌmedɪˈkeɪʃən/ noun  medicine or drugs given to 

people who are illPHRASESbe on medication (for sth) (=be taking a type of 
medicine) He is on medication for his heart.VERBStake medication (=regularly have 

it) Are you taking any medication?go on medication (=start taking it) Since I went on 
the medication, I’ve felt a lot better.come off medication (=stop taking it) Her doctor 
told her to come off the medication as soon as she found out she was pregnant.put sb 

on (a course of) medication (=make someone start taking it) He put me on a course 
of medication for my sleeping problems.a doctor prescribes medication (=arranges 
for someone to have it) Doctors should explain the reasons 

for prescribing any medication. | What happens if the patient does not take 
their prescribed medication?give sb medication also administer medication (to 
sb) formal Teachers are not allowed to administer medication.change sb’s 

medication (=start giving them a different one) I started to feel worse after 
they changed my medication.receive medication Did you receive any medication in 
the hospital?respond to medication (=start to get better after taking it) The study 

found that some patients responded better to medication than others.need 
medication also require medication formal If the problem continues, you may need 
medication.stop/discontinue medication I stopped the medication when I found out 

I was pregnant.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + medicationregular medication He is on regular 
medication to control his blood pressure.long-term medication (=taken for a long 
time) People with mental illness may require long-term medication.prescription 

medication (=for which you need a doctor’s order) In extreme cases, there 
are prescription medications for people who want to lose weight.oral 
medication (=that you drink or eat) How do you give oral medication to a 

dog?preventive medication (=to stop you getting an illness) There is preventive 
medication for people who get a lot of headaches.asthma/cancer/arthritis etc 
medication What type of asthma medication do you use?PREPOSITIONSmedication 

for sth She takes medication for high blood 

pressure. Medication or medicine?Medication sounds more formal than medicine.  

You use medication about pills that a doctor gives you for a particular medical  
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problem. Medicine is a more general word for any substance that is used to treat an  

illness: Scientists are always trying to develop new medicines.  

medicine /ˈmedsən/ noun  1. a substance used for treating 

illnessADJECTIVES/NOUNS + medicinea strong/powerful medicine Patients were 
treated with a powerful medicine.an over-the-counter medicine (=one that you can 
buy without seeing a doctor) Many people buy over-the-counter medicines to treat 

coughs and colds.a prescription medicine (=one that your doctor says you should 
have) There are several prescription medicines that can be used to treat high blood 
pressure.VERBStake a medicine I have to take the medicine three times a day.give 

sb a medicine also administer a medicine (to sb) formal The medicine is usually 
given to patients in tablet form.a doctor prescribes a medicine (=a doctor gives 
someone a piece of paper saying that they should have a medicine) Your doctor 

can prescribe medicines which help treat allergies.PREPOSITIONSa medicine for 

sth The company has developed a new medicine for treating cancer.THESAURUS: 

medicinedruga medicine or a substance for making medicines:The drug is used to  

treat malaria. | There are a wide range of different drugs on the market. | The drug  

has some mild side-effects, but it is perfectly safe. | Some prescription drugs are 

highly addictive (=drugs which you can only have if your doctor decides that you 

should have them).pilla small piece of medicine that you swallow:The doctor gave him 

some pills. | I don't like taking sleeping pills - they make me feel tired the next  

day. | She managed to swallow the pill with a sip of water. | contraceptive pills | diet  

pillstablet especially BrEa small piece of solid medicine:She’s now on four tablets a  

day (=she is taking four tablets every day). | The doctor gave him a five-day course of  

tablets. | She has to take sleeping tablets in order to sleep. | anti-malaria  

tabletscapsulea small tube-shaped container with medicine inside that you swallow 

whole:a bottle of 500 capsules of vitamin C | I advised her to take four to six garlic  

capsules a day for the duration of the treatment.eye/ear dropsliquid medicine that  

you put into your eye or ear:Remember – if you 're using eye drops for your hay fever,  

leave your contact lenses out.cream especially BrE also lotion especially AmEa thick  

smooth substance containing medicine, that you put on your skin:I put some antiseptic  

cream on the cut. | an antibiotic cream | skin lotiondosagethe amount of medicine 

that you should take at one time:The doctor said she should increase the 

dosage. | The dosage should be reduced to 0.5 mg. | It’s important to get the dosage 

right.medicationmedicine or drugs given to someone who is ill:He takes medication  

for his blood pressure. | She’s on medication (=taking medication), having suffered  

from depression for a number of years.2. the treatment and study of illnesses and 

injuriesADJECTIVESmodern medicine Thanks to modern medicine, these babies will 

survive.Western medicine (=conventional medicine as developed in Western 
countries) Many people turn to herbal remedies after Western medicine has 

failed.traditional medicine (=medical treatments that were used before modern 
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medicine) The plant was used in traditional medicine for the treatment of stomach 

problems.conventional/orthodox medicine (=medicine based on modern medical 
science) Patients should be able to choose between conventional medicine and other 

forms of medical treatment.alternative/complementary medicine (=medical 
treatments that are not part of modern medicine) Various types of alternative medicine, 
particularly acupuncture, can give pain relief.herbal medicine (=medical treatments 

that use herbs) Herbal medicine has been used for thousands of years.holistic 
medicine (=medical treatment of a whole person, not just a particular illness) One 
principle of holistic medicine is that each person is unique.folk medicine (=medical 

treatments that were used by ordinary people, especially in the past) Researchers are 
looking at plants that are commonly used in folk medicine.Chinese 
medicine (=medical treatments that are traditional in China, for example using herbs 

and acupuncture) Acupuncture is part of traditional Chinese medicine.geriatric 
medicine (=for old people) He wants to work in geriatric medicine.veterinary 
medicine (=for animals) Advances have been made in veterinary medicine, so that our 

pets are living longer, healthier lives.VERBSstudy medicine He went to study 
medicine at Leiden University.practise medicine BrE practice medicine AmE (=work 
as a doctor) Dr West has been practising medicine for 25 years. 

medium AC /ˈmiːdiəm/ adjective  not large or small, long or short, high or low 

etcPHRASESof medium size The town is of medium size.Don’t say The town is medium 
size.of medium height/length The girl was of medium height.of medium 

build (=used especially in descriptions of people the police are looking for) The police 
say that the man is of medium build.in the medium term (=in the next few months or 
years) The future of the company looks good in the medium term.NOUNSa medium 

heat Fry sausages gently over a medium heat.a medium saucepan Pour the cream 

into a medium saucepan. Medium or medium-sized?You usually say medium when  

buying something in a shop or restaurant or when talking about your clothes  

size: “What size sweater do you take?” “I’m a medium.”You use medium-

sized especially about companies or places: Many small and medium-

sized companies have gone out of business. York is a medium-sized city and it is easy  

to find your way around.  

meet /miːt/ verb  to go to a place where someone will be at a particular time, 

according to an arrangement, so that you can talk or do something 

togetherPREPOSITIONSmeet (sb) at 6 o'clock/12.30 etc Meet me at 8.00.meet (sb) 
for lunch/dinner etc Why don’t we meet for lunch on Friday?meet (sb) outside/in 
front of/ by sth etc We arranged to meet outside the theatre. | I’ll meet you by the 

main reception desk.THESAURUS: meetget together informalto meet with a  

group of people, in order to do something together:At Christmas the whole family gets  

together. | Why don’t we all get together and go out for a drink?come togetherif  

people come together, they meet in order to discuss things, exchange ideas  

etc:Goldman persuaded the heads of the groups to come together and discuss the 
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issue.meet up informalif friends meet up, they meet in order to do something  

together:We must meet up some time. | Why don’t I meet up with you 

for lunch?gatherif people gather somewhere, they come together in the same place in  

order to do something or see something:Fans have started to gather outside the 

stadium. | Angry crowds gathered in front of the US embassy.assemble formalif  

people assemble somewhere, they all come and stand together in the same place,  

especially as part of an officially arranged plan:If the fire alarm rings, please assemble  

in the parking lot. | The students began to assemble in the main hall.  

meeting /ˈmiːtɪŋ/ noun  an event at which people meet to discuss and decide 

thingsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + meetinga business meeting He had to go into town for a 

business meeting.a formal/informal meeting Trade had been discussed at an 
informal meeting of EU foreign ministers.a public meeting (=that anyone can go to) A 
public meeting was held to discuss the proposal to build a new school.a private 

meeting (=that only a few people are allowed to go to) The senator attended a private 
meeting with the president.a general meeting especially BrE (=that anyone, or 
anyone in a particular organization, can go to) The annual general meeting of the rugby 

club was held last night.a monthly/weekly meeting I have my weekly meeting with 
the managing director.an annual meeting (=once a year) The British Medical 

Association has its annual meeting tomorrow.an emergency meeting The Council has 
called an emergency meeting to decide what action to take.a protest meeting Anti-
road campaigners are holding a protest meeting today.a committee/staff/board 

meeting A staff meeting will be held at 3 p.m.a summit meeting (=between leaders 
of governments) The prime minister is in Paris for a European summit meeting.VERBS 

+ meetinghave a meeting We’re having a meeting next week to discuss the 

matter.hold a meeting (=have a meeting – more formal) The meetings are usually 
held on a Friday. go to a meeting also attend a meeting formal All staff members 
are expected to attend the meeting.arrange/organize a meeting They hoped 

to arrange a meeting with the president.call a meeting (=ask for people to come to a 
meeting) David Couper called a meeting to discuss the idea of a field laboratory.chair a 
meeting (=lead it) The meeting was chaired by Professor Jones of the University of 

York.host a meeting (=provide the place and everything needed for a meeting) King 
Abdullah will host a meeting between the two leaders.begin/open a 
meeting She opened the meeting by welcoming everyone.close/end a 

meeting Before I close the meeting, does anyone have any further questions?address 
a meeting (=speak to the people at a meeting) A member of 
Greenpeace addressed the protest meeting.adjourn a meeting (=make it stop for a 

period of time) This meeting is adjourned until tomorrow.seek a meeting (=try to 
persuade someone to meet you) Campaigners are seeking a meeting with the president 

to discuss the issue. Have a meeting or hold a meeting?Hold a meeting sounds  

more formal and is often used in the passive when talking about the place or time at  

which the meeting happens. meeting + VERBSa meeting takes place (=it 

happens) The meeting took place on September 26th.a meeting begins/starts As 
soon as the meeting began, differences between the leaders began to emerge.a 

meeting ends The meeting ended around 10.30.a meeting breaks up (=it ends and 
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people leave) The meeting broke up without a deal.meeting + NOUNSa meeting 

room The hotel has meeting rooms available to hire.PREPOSITIONSin/at a 
meeting She said that Mr Coleby was in a meeting.a meeting with sb He had further 

meetings with Serbian officials.a meeting between sb (and sb) The talks are the first 
formal meeting between the two leaders.a meeting of sb The comments were made 
during a meeting of senior politicians.a meeting about/on sth A public meeting 

about the future of the gallery will be held next week.PHRASESthe minutes of a 
meeting (=a written record of what people have discussed at a meeting) The minutes 
of last week’s meeting have now been distributed.a series of meetings Managers 

have held a series of meetings to discuss the problem.THESAURUS: 

meetinggathering/get-togethera situation in which a group of people come 

together to meet, talk, and have drinks with each other, especially friends or  

family:We had a small family get-together to celebrate her birthday. | She arranged 

social gatherings in Kettering for young people on Saturday evenings.datean 

arrangement to meet someone who you are having, or hoping to have, a romantic  

relationship with:I think I might ask her out on a date. | I have a date tomorrow 

evening. | She went on her first date with him last week.rendezvousa meeting where 

two people have arranged to meet at a particular time or place, often secretly:She 

arranged a secret rendezvous with him in the hotel bar.conferencean organized  

event, especially one that continues for several days, at which a lot of people meet to  

discuss a particular subject and hear speeches about it:Didn’t you give a talk at the 

conference last year? | There will be a conference of women business  

leaders. | The conference will be held at the university.conventiona large formal  

meeting of people who belong to a political party, or to an organization of people with  

the same interests:He will speak at the Democratic Party Convention. | We went to  

a convention for Star Trek fans.rallya large public meeting, especially one that is held  

outdoors to support or protest about something:There was a massive peace rally in  

London. | Speakers at the rally included Chandra Shekhar.summita meeting between 

government leaders from important and powerful countries, to discuss important  

matters:The president will attend an economic summit in Berlin. | A summit meeting of  

OPEC leaders was called to find a solution to the oil crisis.caucus AmEa local meeting  

of the members of a political party to choose people to represent them at a larger  

meeting, or to choose a candidate in an election:Obama won the Iowa caucus in  

2007.video conferencea meeting in which people in different places talk to each  

other on computer screens, especially about business:The chairman had a video 

conference with his senior managers.  

melody /ˈmelədi/ noun (plural melodies)  a song or tune, or the main tune in a 

piece of musicADJECTIVESa strong melody (=good and easy to notice) Beatles’ songs 
usually have a strong melody.a haunting melody (=beautiful, in a sad way that you 
remember) The song has beautiful words and a haunting melody.a good melody What 

makes a good melody?a sweet/pretty/lovely melody (=pleasant to listen to) She 
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played a sweet melody on the violin.a simple melody I like songs with a simple 

melody.a gentle melody Irish folk songs often have gentle melodies.a catchy 
melody (=easy to remember) A pop song needs to have a catchy melody.a plaintive 

melody (=sad) The song’s plaintive melody expresses the feeling of loneliness she 
feels after her lover has gone.a lilting melody (=rising and falling in a pleasant 
way) Lennon’s voice enters with a gently lilting melody.VERBShave a melody All his 

songs have good melodies.write/compose a melody First we write the melody, then 
we think about the words. | The young Mozart began to compose melodies.play/sing a 
melody He was playing a gentle melody on his guitar.carry the melody (=play or sing 

it, while other voices or instruments play other notes) The soprano voice carries the 
melody.whistle a melody (=produce it by blowing air through your 
lips) Paddy whistled the melody while Katie danced.melody + NOUNSthe melody 

line (=the melody, rather than other parts of the music) He played the melody line to 
me on the piano. 

melt /melt/ verb  if something solid melts or if heat melts it, it becomes liquid: It 

was warmer now, and the snow was beginning to melt. Melt the butter in a 

saucepan.ADVERBScompletely melt The ice had completely melted.partly/partially 
melt It was a cold bright day and the snow had partly melted.slowly/gradually 

melt The ice on the window slowly melted. 

member /ˈmembə $ -ər/ noun  a person or country that belongs to a club, group 

or organizationADJECTIVESa senior/junior member (=with a higher or lower rank) A 
senior member of the government has resigned.a leading member (=an important 

member) Lucas became a leading member of the Green Party.an active 
member (=one who takes part in many activities of an organization) The couple 
are active members of the church.a full member (=one who has all the possible rights 

of a member) At that time, women were not allowed to be full members of the club.an 
associate member (=one who has fewer rights than a full member) Turkey is an 
associate member of the European Union.an honorary member (=one who has been 

given membership as an honour) He was made an honorary member of the society.a 
card-carrying member also a paid-up member BrE (=an official member of an 
organization) She was a card-carrying member of the Communist 

Party.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + membera family/team/staff/committee/crew 
member Close friendships developed between crew members on the ship. | He 

became a staff member of the Institute in 2002.a founder/founding member (=one 
who helped start an organization) He was a founder member of the African National 
Congress.VERBSbe a member Lisa is a member of the school hockey team.become a 

member Germany became a member of NATO in 1954.recruit members (=get new 
members) The club launched an advertising campaign 
to recruit new members.members vote against/in favour of sth The members 

voted against the proposal.PHRASESa member of staff All members of staff have to 
attend regular training sessions.a member of the public Members of the public were 
invited to put forward suggestions.a member of society (=a citizen) We want our 

children to become productive members of society.a member of a family I was the 
only member of our family who had been to university.member + NOUNSa member 
state/country/nation (=a country that belongs to an international 

organization) Some member states of the European Union opposed this 
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policy.PREPOSITIONSa member of sth A few members of the audience laughed 

nervously. 

membership /ˈmembəʃɪp $ -ər-/ noun  the right to be a member of a club, 

group, or organizationADJECTIVESannual membership (=for a year) Annual 

membership of The Hilton Club is $200 per year.full membership (=with all the rights 
that are allowed to members) Poland applied for full membership of the European 
Union.associate membership (=with only some of the rights allowed to 

members) You have the choice of full club membership for $10,000 or associate 
membership for $2,500.free membership Students get free membership of the tennis 
club.honorary membership (=given as an honour) His work won him honorary 

membership of the London Medical Society.corporate membership (=paid for by a 
company for its employees) One of the perks of the job was corporate membership of 
an excellent golf club.individual/joint membership (=for one person, or two or more 

people) Individual membership of the club is £25 per person per year.NOUNS 

+ membershipclub/party/gym etc membership How much do you pay for your gym 
membership?life/lifetime membership He was offered a lifetime membership of the 

society.trial membership (=for a short period, to find out if you want to become a 
member) They are offering a one-month trial membership for free.VERBSapply for 

membership (=officially ask to be a member) To apply for membership, simply return 
the attached form.seek membership (=try to become a member) The country is 
seeking membership of the European Union.qualify for membership (=be able to 

become a member) To qualify for membership, you must be over 18 years of age.be 
granted membership (=be accepted as a member) Montenegro was granted 
membership of the UN in 2006.be refused/denied membership She was refused 

membership of the club because she was a woman.have/hold membership (=be a 
member) Only 16% of people hold membership of a political party.take out 
membership (=become a member) I decided to take out union membership.renew 

your membership (=make it continue for a longer period) I forgot to renew my 
club membership. | Please renew your membership by January 15th.cancel your 
membership He cancelled his gym membership because he never used it.terminate 

sb’s membership formal (=stop someone being a 
member) His membership was terminated for ‘unprofessional conduct’.sb’s 
membership expires/lapses (=it comes to an end) We will send you a letter 

when your membership is about to expire.membership + NOUNSa membership 
card You will need to show your membership card when you enter the sports centre.a 
membership fee/subscription (=money you must pay to become a member) The 

current annual membership fee is 20 euros.a membership number What is 
your membership number?membership requirements (=the conditions needed to 
become a member) She did not fulfil the membership requirements of the 

organization.PREPOSITIONSmembership of sth He did not qualify for membership 
of the group.PHRASESbe eligible for membership (=have the right to ask to be 
member) All former students of the university are automatically eligible for 

membership. 

memoir /ˈmemwɑː $ -wɑːr/ noun  a book by a famous or important person, in 

which they write about their life and experiencesADJECTIVESa personal memoir The 

book is a personal memoir of her childhood in Ireland.a political memoir Political 
memoirs are often very long and dull.an unpublished memoir She left an unpublished 
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memoir after she died.VERBSwrite your memoirs He is planning to write his 

memoirs after he retires from politics.publish your memoirs The famous biologist has 
just published his memoirs.read sb’s memoirs Anyone who has read Nelson 

Mandela’s memoirs will know how much South Africa has changed.PREPOSITIONSin 
your memoirs He described the incident in his memoirs. 

memorable /ˈmemərəbəl/ adjective  very good, enjoyable, or unusual, and 

worth rememberingNOUNSa memorable experience The beautiful scenery made the 

boat trip a memorable experience.a memorable occasion The concert should be 
a memorable occasion, with some of the world’s top musicians playing together.a 
memorable moment There are some memorable moments in the film.a memorable 

day/night/evening Today is a memorable day in our country’s history.a memorable 
performance Brad Pitt gives a truly memorable performance.a memorable 
phrase/line In Churchill’s memorable phrase, “it was not the beginning of the end, but 

the end of the beginning.”ADVERBStruly memorable We’re hoping that the party will 
be a truly memorable occasion.particularly memorable The principal of the college 
made a particularly memorable speech.VERBSmake sth memorable The hotel does 

everything it can to make your stay memorable.prove to be/turn out to be 
memorable The visit turned out to be memorable, but not in the way he had 

intended.PREPOSITIONSbe memorable for sth The day was memorable for many 
reasons. 

memorial /məˈmɔːriəl/ noun  something, especially a stone with writing on it, 

that reminds people of someone who has diedADJECTIVESa national memorial They 

want to establish a national memorial to the victims of the war.a permanent/lasting 
memorial They honoured his bravery by erecting a permanent memorial.a fitting 
memorial (=a suitable memorial) The statue will be a fitting memorial to the man who 

founded the college.VERBSbuild a memorial also erect a memorial formal The city 
authorities built a memorial in his honour.a memorial commemorates sb/sth (=it is 
built to show that you remember a person or event) The memorial commemorates the 

soldiers who died during World War II.serve as a memorial The park will serve as a 
memorial to the dead.NOUNS + memoriala war memorial The war memorial honours 
local people who lost their lives in World War I.memorial + NOUNSa memorial 

stone There is a memorial stone outside the church.PREPOSITIONSa memorial to 
sb Arlington House was originally built as a memorial to George Washington.a 

memorial for sb We visited a memorial for the soldiers who died in the war. 

memory /ˈmeməri/ noun  1. someone’s ability to remember things, places, 

experiences etcADJECTIVESa good/excellent memory I wish my memory was as 
good as yours.a bad/poor/terrible memory A student with a poor memory may 

struggle in school.short-term memory (=for things that you have just seen, heard, or 
done) John has problems with short-term memory.long-term memory (=for things 
that happened a long time ago) Most people’s long-term memory is limited.a 

photographic memory (=the ability to remember every detail of things that you have 
seen) He had a photographic memory for faces, for clothes, even for the way people 
walked.visual memory (=your ability to remember things you have seen) Poor 

spellers often have a weak visual memory.VERBSremain/stay/stick in your 
memory (=be remembered for a long time) That day will remain in my 
memory forever.refresh/jog your memory (=help someone to remember 

something) Perhaps this photograph will refresh your memory?lose your 
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memory (=become unable to remember things that happened in the past) The blow on 

the head caused him to lose his memory.improve (your) memory If you do these 
exercises regularly, they will help to improve your memory.commit sth to 

memory formal (=make yourself remember something) I’ve already committed his 
name to memory.memory + NOUNSmemory loss also loss of memory (=when you 
cannot remember things) The condition can cause dizziness and memory loss.a 

memory lapse also a lapse of memory (=when you cannot remember something for 
a short time) The alcohol seemed to make him suffer lapses of memory.PHRASEShave 
a memory like a sieve (=forget things very easily) I’m sorry, I have a memory like a 

sieve. I forgot you were coming today!have a short memory (=if you have a short 
memory, you soon forget things) Voters have short memories.have a long 
memory (=if you have a long memory, you remember things for a long time) Football 

fans with long memories may remember what happened to the club in the early 
1970s.sth is fresh in your memory (=you can remember it well because it happened 
recently) The game is still fresh in my memory.sth is etched in your memory (=it is 

impossible to forget) The date was etched in my memory.if my memory serves (me 
correctly/right) (=used to say that you are almost certain you have remembered 
something correctly) If my memory serves me correctly, Johnson was also there.the 

memory plays tricks (=used for saying that people often remember things 
incorrectly) The event happened a long time ago, and the memory plays 
tricks.PREPOSITIONSin your memory She will always stay in my memory.from 

memory (=using your memory and not reading something) The pianist played the 
whole piece from memory.a memory for sth She has a terrible memory 
for names.2. something that you remember from the past about a person, place, or 

experienceADJECTIVES/NOUNS + memorygood/bad etc memories He left school 
with good memories of his time there.happy/unhappy memories Many people 
have unhappy memories of being forced to play team sports.fond memories (=about 

someone or something you like) She had fond memories of her aunt and uncle.a 
painful memory (=very upsetting) He sobbed as he relived the painful memory.a 
vivid memory (=very clear and detailed) I have vivid memories of that summer.a 

clear memory I have a clear memory of the first time I met David.a dim/distant 
memory (=not clear, from a long time ago) He had only dim memories of his father, 
who had died when he was four.a vague memory (=not clear) I have a vague 

memory of visiting them when I was small.sb’s earliest memory My earliest 
memory is playing in my grandmother’s garden, when I was three years old.an 
abiding/enduring/lasting memory (=that you will always have) The 

children’s abiding memory of their father is of his patience and gentleness.a childhood 
memory Going to the farm brought back happy childhood memories.VERBShave 
memories/a memory of sth (=remember something) I have memories of walking up 

the street when I was a little boy.have no memory of sth (=not remember 
something) She had no memory of the accident.relive a memory (=talk about past 
events so you remember them again) Seeing her again was an excuse 

to relive old memories.bring back memories also rekindle/revive/evoke 
memories formal (=make you remember something) For many older people, the 

film brought back memories of the war.erase/banish a memory (=get rid of a 
memory) She spent several years trying to erase the memory of what had 
happened.cherish/treasure a memory (=the memory is very important to 

you) I cherish the memory of our last day together.a memory fades (=becomes less 
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clear and accurate) The bad memories have faded with time.PHRASESa place is full of 

memories (=makes you remember things that happened there) My old home is full of 
unhappy memories.memories come flooding back (=you suddenly remember things 

clearly) When I saw the pictures, the memories came flooding back.be haunted by 
the memory of sth (=be unable to forget something unhappy) He is haunted by 
memories of his unhappy childhood.shudder at the memory of sth (=be upset by 

remembering something) Bella shuddered at the memory of her parents 
fighting.PREPOSITIONSsb’s memory of sth She talked about her memories of the war 

menacing /ˈmenəsɪŋ/ adjective  THESAURUS > frightening 

mend verb  THESAURUS > repair1 

mental AC /ˈmentl/ adjective  relating to someone’s mindNOUNSa mental 

illness Many people suffer from mental illness at some time in their lives.mental 

health Stress at work can affect your mental health.mental problems John had to 
take time off college because of mental problems.sb’s mental state/condition His 
family were worried about his mental state.a mental hospital Her mother received 

treatment in a mental hospital.a mental patient Mental patients are more likely to 
harm themselves than other people.a mental picture/image (=an idea of what 
someone or something is like in your mind) I have a mental image of the house where I 

grew up.a mental attitude You need to develop a positive mental attitude.a mental 
scar (=a feeling of fear or sadness that remains with you for a long time after an 
unpleasant experience) He still carries the mental scars from the attack.mental 

development Some people say that television is harmful to children’s mental 
development. 

mentality /menˈtæləti/ noun  THESAURUS > mind 

mentally ill adjective  having an illness that affects your mind and your 

behaviour: Many people who are homeless or in prison are mentally ill.VERBSbecome 

mentally ill The painter became mentally ill at an early age.sb is declared mentally 

ill He was declared mentally ill and unfit to stand trial.THESAURUS: mentally 

illcrazy informalmentally ill:I couldn’t think straight. I felt like I was going  

crazy (=becoming crazy). | There are some crazy people out there.mad old-

fashionedmentally ill:Swift himself went mad (=became mad) later in life. | She kept  

talking to herself, like a mad old woman. Mad is now usually considered offensive,  

and is usually used in a different meaning, when you think that someone’s ideas or  

actions are completely crazy: He must be mad to drive in this weather. insane old-

fashionedhaving a serious and permanent mental illness:She went insane after her two 

young sons were murdered (=she became insane). | a hospital for the criminally  

insane (=people who committed crimes but did not go to prison because they were 

mentally ill). Insane is now usually considered offensive, and is usually used in a  

different meaning, when you think that someone’s ideas or actions are not  

sensible: My friends all thought I was insane when I told them about my  
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idea. disturbednot behaving in a normal way because of mental or emotional  

problems, especially problems that are caused by bad experiences:She 

teaches emotionally disturbed children. | Her experiences left her deeply  

disturbed.unstablehaving an emotional state that often changes very suddenly:Her  

mother was mentally unstable. | He lived in a small Putney flat with his ageing Aunt  

Bunny, and his emotionally unstable sister, Nancy. | He was too unstable to be a  

leader.derangedbehaving in a crazy or dangerous way, usually because of being  

mentally ill:A deranged young woman entered the school and took the life of one 

young boy.psychopathichaving a serious and permanent mental illness that causes  

violent or criminal behaviour:The film is about a psychopathic killer.psychoticsuffering  

from or caused by a serious mental illness that changes your character and makes you 

unable to behave in a normal way:psychiatric services for chronic psychotic  

patients | There is a tendency for psychotic illnesses to be inherited.neuroticrelating  

to or suffering from a mental illness that makes you unreasonably worried or  

frightened:His mother was neurotic and insecure. | She’s neurotic about her  

weight. | A bored or lonely horse may become so neurotic that it chases itself around 

in circles  

mention1 /ˈmenʃən/ verb  to talk or write about something, usually quickly and 

without saying very much or giving detailsADVERBSrarely/seldom mention 
sth/sb She rarely mentions her parents.frequently mention sth/sb Lucy frequently 
mentioned a man named Charles.repeatedly mention sth/sb He repeatedly 

mentioned the fact that he needed money.barely/hardly mention sth/sb He was a 
very important figure, but textbooks hardly mention him.mention sth/sb briefly The 
subject is only mentioned briefly in the book.casually mention sth/sb (=as though 

they are not important) He casually mentioned that he was leaving 
home.directly/specifically/explicitly mention sth/sb (=in a way that makes it 
clear that you are referring to a particular person or thing) Although he 

didn’t mention my name directly, I knew he was talking about me.NOUNSmention sb’s 
name Why does he look angry every time I mention Clare’s name? | Was my name 
mentioned at all?mention a fact He never mentioned the fact that he was 

married.mention a subject/topic I won’t mention the subject again.mention a 
word Neither of them dares mention the word ‘divorce’.mention the possibility of 
sth She mentioned the possibility of moving back to 

Germany.VERBSfail/neglect/omit to mention sth (=not mention something, 
especially something that you should have mentioned) She omitted to mention that she 
had not been to university. | The report failed to mention that most of the landowners 

do not live on their properties.forget to mention sb/sth I forgot to 
mention something – the next meeting is on June 2nd.avoid mentioning sth They 

both avoided mentioning John, though Anne longed to talk about him.happen to 
mention sth (=mention it by chance) I happened to mention that my father was a 
doctor.PREPOSITIONSmention sth/sb to sb I mentioned the idea to Joan, and she 

seemed to like it.mention sth/sb as sth He mentioned Mark as a possible candidate 
for the job.PHRASESas I mentioned earlier also as I mentioned 
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previously As I mentioned earlier, there have been a lot of changes recently.it is 

worth mentioning that... (=it is important enough to mention) It’s worth 
mentioning that they only studied a very small number of cases. | It is worth 

mentioning again that most accidents happen in the home.mention sth in 
passing (=without much detail, especially while you are talking about something 
else) She mentioned in passing that she had an eight-year-old son.now (that) you 

mention it (=used for saying that you had not thought of something until someone 
else mentioned it) I’ve never been to his house either, now that you mention it. | Now 
you mention it, I haven’t seen her around lately.to mention but a few (=used when 

you are only giving a few examples) She had taken photography, art, and pottery 

classes, to mention but a few.THESAURUS: mentionrefer to sb/sthto say 

something about someone or something in a conversation, speech, or piece of  

writing:He was referring to the recent decision by the US Supreme Court. | It was not  

clear who the speaker was referring to. | She always referred to him as "that  

man".touch on sthsubject | issue | problem | question | theme | aspectto briefly  

mention a subject during a speech, lesson, piece of writing etc:She never touched on 

the subject, because she was worried about causing offence. | This issue has already 

been touched on briefly in Chapter 4.bring sth upsubject | issue | questionto  

start to talk about a particular subject during a conversation or meeting:Someone 

brought up the subject of money. | Why don't you bring the issue up at the next  

meeting? | As soon as we bring up this question, we come up against a wall of  

silence. | I knew you’d bring that  

up!raiseissue | question | subject | point | problemto mention a subject that  

people should start to discuss or think about. Raise is more formal than bring sth 

up:He promised to raise the issue with the prime minister. | We are planning to raise  

the question of human rights. | They raised a number of points. | The others said  

Gardini was right to raise the problem.broachsubject | topic | idea | matterto  

mention a subject, especially one that might be difficult to talk about:Pooley had been 

intending to broach the subject of a loan. | I wasn't sure how to broach the topic of  

reducing his responsibilities. | He broached the idea of starting up his own literary  

magazine. | When I broached the matter with my parents, they weren't very  

pleased.cite formalto mention something as an example or proof of something else, or  

as a reason for something:Hong Kong is often cited as an example of this kind of  

economic system. | The research was cited as evidence of global warming. | The 

report cited the case of a woman who was found guilty of cruelty for locking her  

children up in one room while she went out to work.allude to sth formalto mention  

something in a way that is deliberately not direct:The programme alludes to the fact  

that he may have been involved in illegal activities. | Many of the ancient Greek poets  

allude to this myth.  

mention2 /ˈmenʃən/ noun  when someone mentions something or someone in a 

conversation, piece of writing etcADJECTIVESa brief/quick mention Her research only 
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gets a brief mention in his article.special/particular mention Mrs McMillan 

deserves particular mention for all her hard work.explicit/specific mention (=a clear 
and direct mention) Although there is no explicit mention of a wife, the implication is 

that he is married.a passing mention (=a brief mention, while you are talking about 
something else) There was only a passing mention of the event in the paper.little 
mention There has been little mention of the drug’s side-effects.scant 

mention (=very little) The crisis earned scant mention in the British 
press.VERBSget/receive a mention They all get a mention in the book. | This type of 
research rarely gets a mention in the media.give sb a mention I’d like to give a 

special mention to Paul Smith, who made this event possible.deserve/merit a 
mention (=be good, large etc enough to get one) There is one other person 
who deserves a mention. | The village was large enough to merit a mention in the 

11th-century Domesday Book.earn a mention (=be mentioned) The factory 
even earned a mention in a famous song.hear mention of sth/sb (=hear them 
mentioned) It was the first time I had ever heard mention of Socrates.PHRASESmake 

no/little/some mention of sth (=not mention it at all, not very much etc) He made 
no mention of his wife’s illness. | So far , little mention has been made of the 
consequences of the changes. | You could have made some mention of the fact that he 

helped you.be worthy of mention (=deserve to be talked about) This book is 
particularly worthy of mention for the quality of its writing.the mere mention of 
sth (=the fact of saying something rather than discussing it in detail) The mere 

mention of his name caused her to burst into tears.at the mention of sth (=when it is 
mentioned) At the mention of a trip to the beach, the children got very excited. 

menu /ˈmenjuː/ noun  1. a list of all the kinds of food that are available for a 

meal, especially in a restaurantADJECTIVES/NOUNS + menuthe 
dinner/lunch/breakfast menu The lunch menu is only $25.a two-course/three-
course etc menu We were hungry, so we chose the four-course menu.a set/fixed 

menu (=which only has certain dishes on it) Dinner is three courses from a set 
menu.an à la carte menu (=with different dishes you can choose from) In the evening 
there is a full à la carte menu.an extensive menu (=with many different dishes) They 

have an extensive menu that includes Chinese, Thai, and Vietnamese food.an 
interesting/excellent/exciting menu It’s a new restaurant with a very exciting 
menu.a children’s menu I asked the waiter if there was a children’s menu.a 

vegetarian menu There’s a good vegetarian menu for people who do not eat 
meat.the dessert menu (=with sweet food you eat after your main meal) I chose 
apple pie from the dessert menu.the drinks menu Would you like to see the drinks 

menu?VERBSask for the menu/ask to see the menu We asked for the 
dessert menu.bring the menu The waiter will bring you the menu.read/study the 
menu Sam read the menu, but didn’t see anything he wanted to eat.look at the 

menu (=read it) She looked at the menu and decided to have the salad.choose/order 
sth from the menu He ordered a chicken dish from the menu.have a menu The 
restaurant has an excellent menu.create a menu also devise a menu formal The chef 

has devised a Californian-style menu.plan a menu (=decide what foods will be 
served) Erika began planning the menu for the dinner party.a menu includes 
sth The menu includes several vegetarian dishes.PREPOSITIONSon the menu She 

chose the most expensive dish on the menu.2. a list of choices on a computer 
screenADJECTIVES/NOUNS + menuthe main menu To return to the main menu, click 
‘back’.the file menu Save your file using the file menu.the start/help menu Select 
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‘help’ from the start menu.a drop-down/pull-down menu (=that comes down from a 

word when you click on it) The drop-down menu offers you a list of choices.a pop-up 
menu (=that appears on the screen when you click on a word) Choose ‘Contact us’ 

from the pop-up menu.VERBS + menuselect/choose sth from the menu You can 
save your favourite websites so you can select them instantly from a menu.go to the 
menu Go back to the main menu.open the menu He opened the menu and selected 

‘Exit’.call up the menu (=ask the computer to show the menu) Click on the toolbar to 
call up the menu.activate the menu (=make it appear) The bar in the upper left part 
of the window activates a pop-up menu.view the menu (=look at it) Press ‘Esc’ 

to view the options menu.menu + NOUNSa menu option (=a choice on a menu) Short 
cut keys are available for most menu options.a menu selection (=something you 
choose from a menu) What happens when you make a menu selection?a menu 

bar (=a long area on a computer screen where menus are displayed) The menu bar is 
displayed at the top of the screen.a menu screen Click ‘Yes’ to return to the 
main menu screen. 

merchandise /ˈmɜːtʃəndaɪz, -daɪs $ ˈmɜːr-/ noun  THESAURUS > product 

merchant /ˈmɜːtʃənt $ ˈmɜːr-/ noun  1. someone whose job is to buy and sell 

wine, coal etc, or a small company that does this. Merchant is often used to talk about 
people who lived in past timesADJECTIVESa rich/wealthy/prosperous merchant The 

house was originally built for a wealthy merchant.a local merchant The square was 
filled with the stalls of local merchants.a foreign merchant Many foreign 
merchants left after the fishing industry declined.NOUNS + merchanta wool/cloth 

merchant The wool merchants bought the wool from the farmers at a very low price.a 
wine/coal/timber merchant You can find bottles of the wine at your local wine 
merchants.a builders’ merchant The builders’ merchants sells bags of powder for 

making concrete.2. merchant ships carry goods from one place to anothermerchant + 

NOUNSa merchant ship also a merchant vessel formal Merchant ships carried spices 
from India to Europe.a merchant fleet (=a large group of merchant ships) Greece has 

the world’s third-biggest merchant fleet.the merchant navy also the merchant 
marine AmE His father was in the merchant navy.a merchant seaman He had 
travelled the world as a merchant seaman. 

mercy /ˈmɜːsi $ ˈmɜːrsi/ noun  forgiveness or kindness shown to someone you 

have the power to hurt or punishVERBSshow mercy (to sb) He showed no mercy to 
his enemies.have mercy (on sb) (=show mercy – often used in prayers) “God have 

mercy on me!” she cried. | God have mercy on his soul.ask/beg/plead for 
mercy She continued the punishment, although they begged for mercy. | The only 
thing I can do now is ask for mercy.scream/cry for mercy He screamed for mercy, 

shouting “Don’t shoot!”pray for mercy She prayed for mercy and forgiveness.expect 
no mercy The cold look in the guards’ eyes told her she 
could expect no mercy.deserve mercy The killers do 

not deserve any mercy.ADJECTIVESGod’s mercy/divine mercy Will we still 
receive God’s mercy if we refuse to confess our sins?great mercy God in his great 
mercy has forgiven you.infinite mercy (=God’s mercy that never ends) He expressed 

his thanks for the infinite mercy of God in helping him escape from his own sinful 
life.mercy + NOUNSa mercy mission (=a journey to help people) They made 
several mercy missions to the orphanage.a mercy flight (=a journey in a plane to help 

people) Thousands of people face starvation without these mercy flights.mercy 
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killing (=killing someone who is very sick to end their suffering) Should the law 

allow mercy killing?PREPOSITIONShave mercy on sb The soldiers had no mercy 
on anyone they took prisoner.show mercy to sb Please show mercy to my 

son.without mercy (=very severely) They will be punished without mercy.PHRASESan 
act of mercy The men were to be released from jail as an act of mercy.a 
mission/errand of mercy (=going somewhere to help people) We were there on 

an errand of mercy to give food and medicine to the refugees.throw yourself on sb’s 
mercy (=hope that someone will show mercy to you) He had 
to throw himself on the mercy of the court. 

merger /ˈmɜːdʒə $ ˈmɜːrdʒər/ noun  the joining together of two or more 

companies or organizations to form one larger oneVERBSannounce a 
merger The merger between the two firms was announced at a press conference.plan 
a merger The bank is planning a merger with a Japanese bank.agree to a 

merger/approve a merger The directors of the company have agreed 
to the merger. | The merger must be approved by the board of directors of both 
corporations.complete a merger GM completed a merger with the computer services 

company Electronic Data Systems.block a merger The Justice Department has the 
power to block a merger if it feels that it will reduce competition.a merger goes 

through (=it happens successfully) If the merger goes through, it will create the 
world’s biggest insurance company.ADJECTIVESa possible/potential merger There 
are rumours of a possible merger between the two airlines.a proposed/planned 

merger Any proposed merger must be approved by the shareholders.a corporate 
merger Corporate mergers often result in large numbers of people losing their jobs.a 
big merger This is one of the biggest mergers in recent corporate history.a 

successful/failed merger The final cost of the failed merger was over $38 
million.merger + NOUNSa merger agreement Under the terms of the merger 
agreement the company will change its name.merger 

talks/discussions/negotiations The merger negotiations are still in progress.a 
merger plan/proposal The unions are opposed to the merger plan.NOUNS + mergera 
company merger Company mergers are regulated by a special government 

department.PREPOSITIONSa merger with sth Shareholders approved the merger 
with City Bank.a merger between sth and sth A proposed merger between the two 
oil companies has been abandoned.the merger of sth The company was formed 

following the merger of two small independent airlines. 

merit /ˈmerət, ˈmerɪt/ noun  an advantage or good feature of something, or the 

fact that someone or something is goodADJECTIVESgreat merit It seems to me that 

the idea has great merit. | The great merit of the project is its flexibility and low 
cost.considerable merit (=a lot of merit) There is considerable merit in using this kind 
of approach.artistic/literary/technical etc merit There was no literary merit in his 

poems. | What are the artistic merits of this statue?the relative/comparative merits 
of sb/sth (=used when comparing two things or people) We have to consider 
the relative merits of the two candidates.of outstanding/exceptional 

merit (=unusually good) The prize is for students whose work is of outstanding 
merit.of dubious/questionable merit (=not very good) His early paintings are 
of dubious merit.through/because of personal merit (=because a particular person 

is good) He was chosen for the job through personal merit.sth’s individual 
merits (=of that particular thing) We treat each case on its individual 
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merits.VERBShave merit The painting had some artistic merit. | The film has the 

merit of being short.have its merits (=have some good qualities) Each idea has its 
merits.discuss/debate the merits of sth They were discussing the merits of sending 

soldiers to the area.consider/judge the merits of sth The committee is considering 
the merits of the proposal.assess/evaluate the merits of sth Has any 
study assessed the merits of the two schools?weigh (up) the merits of 

sth (=consider whether something is a good idea) The committee will weigh up the 
merits of the plan.question the merits of sth (=not be sure if it is a good 
idea) People began to question the merits of nuclear energy.see/recognize the 

merits of sth I can see the merits of this argument.see no/little/any merit in 
sth She could see no merit in his suggestion.PREPOSITIONSmerit in sth There is 
some merit in what he says.merit to sth There was little merit to that argument.on 

merit (=based on how good you are) Students are selected on merit.THESAURUS: 

merit→ advantage 

mess /mes/ noun  a situation in which a place is dirty or untidy, or there are a lot 

of awkward problemsADJECTIVESa terrible/awful/horrible mess The country is in 
a terrible mess.a big/huge mess Why is my life such a big mess?a complete/total 

mess I’m afraid my house is a complete mess.a real mess also a right 
mess BrE informal The files were a real mess – it took me days to sort them out. | Your 
bedroom is in a right mess.a financial/economic mess He made a lot of money but is 

now in a financial mess.a sticky/gooey mess What’s that sticky mess on the kitchen 

floor?the/this whole mess This whole mess is my fault. A fine messPeople  

sometimes describe a very bad situation as a fine mess: You’ve got yourself into  

a fine mess this time. VERBSmake a mess also create a mess formal You can play in 

here, but try not to make a mess.make a mess of sth The last government made a 
mess of the economy.leave a mess also leave sth in a mess They left a 
terrible mess in the kitchen.clean up/clear up a mess The previous manager made a 

lot of mistakes, and now I have to clear up the mess.look a mess His face was covered 
with bruises and he looked a mess.deal with a mess A waiter came to deal 
with the mess.sort out/fix a mess (=deal with it) Don’t worry – we’ll sort this mess 

out.get (sb) into a mess He borrowed a lot of money on his credit card, 
and got himself into a real mess.get (sb) out of a mess My parents are going to help 
me get out of this mess.PREPOSITIONSin a mess especially BrE The company is in a 

mess.PHRASESa bit of a mess Our records are in a bit of a mess.what a mess She 
looked round the room. What a mess!such a mess How had she ended up in such a 

mess?THESAURUS: messmuddlea situation in which things are disorganized or  

confused:Transport is in a muddle. | We got ourselves into a terrible muddle. | I’m not  

leaving until I’ve sorted this muddle out.shamblesa situation in which things are very  

disorganized, or a place that is very untidy:His room was a shambles, with books and 

papers lying everywhere. | The government’s policy on railways is a complete  

shambles. | The economy is in a shambles.chaosa situation in which nothing is in the 

correct place or everything is happening in a confused way:She sat on the bed looking  

at the utter chaos around her. | When the bombs were found, air travel was thrown 
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into chaos. | The country is in a state of chaos. | He described the scenes of  

chaos after the hurricane hit the town.cluttera large number of things that are 

scattered somewhere in an untidy way:Clear away all the clutter on your desk. | Try to  

keep your house free of clutter.  

message /ˈmesɪdʒ/ noun  1. a spoken or written piece of information that you 

send to another person or leave for themADJECTIVES/NOUNS + messagea brief/short 
message She left a short message on his voicemail.an urgent/important/vital 

message I have an urgent message for you from your mother.a personal 
message The prime minister sent him a personal message of support.a text 
message (=a written message that you receive on your mobile phone) My phone 

beeps when I get a text message.a voicemail/answerphone message I listened to 
his answerphone message several times.a telephone/phone message There was 
a telephone message for her to call the office.an email/mail message Just send me 

an email message with the date and time.a secret message He’d been sending secret 
messages written in code.a cryptic message (=in which the meaning is not expressed 
in a clear or direct way) I could only guess what his cryptic message really 

meant.VERBS + messagegive sb a message/pass on a message (=give someone a 
message from someone else) Don’t worry, I’ll give him your message when I see 

him. | I asked Rob if he would pass on a message for me.send (sb) a message Danny 
keeps sending me text messages asking me out.leave (sb) a 
message He left a message saying he would probably be 

late. | Please leave a message after the beep.get/receive a message Did 
you get my message?take a message (=write down a message from someone for 
someone else) Ellen isn’t here. Can I take a message?forward a message (=send it 

on to someone else – used especially about an email) I’ll forward her message to you 
when I log on.write (sb) a message Annie wrote a message on Helen’s Facebook 
page.read a message It took me ages to read all my email messages when I got back 

from holiday.listen to your messages (=on an answerphone) Push the play button 
to listen to all your messages.check your messages (=read or listen to 
them) I checked my phone messages when I got home and there was a call from 

Eddie.message + VERBSa message says sth His message said that I should meet him 
here at one o’clock.a message is waiting for sb She found a message waiting for her 
when she got back to the hotel.a message contains sth She went to the police after 

receiving several messages containing death threats.PREPOSITIONSa message for 
sb Chris, I’ve got a message for you from your mum.a message to sb He is with a 
client at the moment, but I’ll try to get a message to him.a message of 

support/sympathy/congratulations Fans from all over the world have sent 
me messages of support.a message from sb There’s a message from your daughter 
on the answering machine.a message about sth What was his message 

about anyway?2. the most important idea in a book, film, speech etcADJECTIVESa 
strong/powerful message He urged the UN to send a strong message to countries 
that support terrorism.a clear message By raising interest rates, the Bank of England 

is sending out a clear message to the markets.the 
basic/key/core/main/fundamental message (=the most basic and important 
one) The main message is that we need to reduce the amount of waste we 

produce.conflicting/contradictory/mixed messages (=containing two different 
messages that cannot both be true or correct) The public is getting contradictory 
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messages from the government about immigration.a hidden/subliminal 

message (=that you are not conscious of) He claims that the lyrics of the song 
contain subliminal messages.a positive/negative message This sends a 

very negative message to investors.the right/wrong message It’s vitally important 
that we get the right message across to voters.a religious/social/political 
message I think most of the film’s audience will not understand its social message.a 

serious message Behind the jokes there is a serious message in the speech.VERBSget 
across/put across/convey a message He failed to get his message across to 
voters.spread a message We try to spread the Christian message through tolerance, 

not intolerance.send (out) a message (=make something clear to people in 
general) The verdict sends out a clear message: the law applies to rich and poor 
alike.ram/drive/hammer/drum home a message (=emphasize a message by 

repeating it a lot) The Chancellor’s speech rammed home the message that cutting 
public spending is the government’s top priority.preach a message Why is he allowed 
to go around preaching a message of hate?PREPOSITIONSa message about sth The 

book sends a clear message about the evils of war.a message of sth The president’s 
speech carried a message of peace and hope.a message to sb This sends out the 
wrong message to teenagers. 

metal /ˈmetl/ noun  a hard substance such as iron, gold, or steel, which is used 

for making thingsADJECTIVESsolid metal The doors are made of solid 
metal.shiny/gleaming metal The bag has a shiny metal chain.a precious metal (=a 

valuable metal used for making jewellery) Platinum is now the most expensive of 
the precious metals.scrap metal (=old metal that is melted and used again) Old 
washing machines can be recycled as scrap metal.a rare metal Rare metals are used 

in the manufacture of cell phones.rusty metal (=covered in a reddish-brown substance 
that forms when it gets wet) He cut himself on a piece of rusty metal.twisted 
metal After the accident, the car was a heap of twisted metal.molten metal (=metal 

that has been heated until it melts) The molten metal is poured into a mould.toxic 
metals (=metals that are very poisonous) The water contains toxic metals which are 
harmful to fish.metal + NOUNSa metal box The money is kept in a metal box.a metal 

bar There were metal bars across the prison windows.a metal object They check to 
see if passengers are carrying any metal objects.a metal frame The windows 
have metal frames.a metal detector (=a device used to find pieces of metal under the 

ground) He found some Roman coins in the ground, using a metal detector.metal 
fatigue (=loss of strength in a piece of metal, which can make it likely to break) The 
problem was cause by metal fatigue in one of the plane’s engines.a metal worker The 

city has many skilled metal workers.PHRASESbe made of/from metal The handles 
are made of metal.a piece/lump of metal The statue was made from a single piece of 
metal. 

metaphor /ˈmetəfə, -fɔː $ -fɔːr/ noun  a way of describing something by 

referring to it as something different and suggesting that it has similar 
qualitiesADJECTIVESa powerful/striking metaphor (=one that works very well) His 

election campaign used the powerful metaphor of ‘building a bridge to the next 
century’.a vivid metaphor (=giving you a picture in your mind) The book is full 
of vivid metaphors and powerful images.an appropriate/apt metaphor (=very 

suitable) Building on sand is an apt metaphor for the challenge we face.a useful 
metaphor Files and folders are a useful metaphor for explaining how a computer 
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system is organized.a central metaphor (=one that a poem or book is based 

around) The poet as a traveller is a central metaphor in the book.a recurring 
metaphor (=repeated throughout a book, subject etc) Birds are a recurring 

metaphor in the story.a mixed metaphor (=a combination of two or more 
metaphors) In a mixed metaphor, she said ‘he stepped up to the plate and took the bull 
by the horns.’a religious/military/biological etc metaphor He uses a military 

metaphor to describe these women as ‘storming’ the castle of male power.VERBSuse a 
metaphor To use her own metaphor, she is a caged bird who wants to fly 
free. | She uses some wonderful images and metaphors in her 

writing.extend/develop a metaphor (=use other metaphors with a similar idea) The 
poem extends the metaphor of food still further.borrow a metaphor from sth (=use 
one from another subject, book etc) To borrow an architectural metaphor, you cannot 

see the whole building if you focus on the individual bricks.serve as a metaphor (=be 
a metaphor) The storm serves as a metaphor for Kelly’s anxiety.a metaphor 
suggests/implies sth The metaphor suggests that anger is like an uncontrollable 

fire.a metaphor represents sth This is a metaphor representing the sadness in his 
life.a metaphor describes sth He used a military metaphor to describe his 
job.PHRASESthe use of metaphor We discussed the writer’s use of 

metaphor.PREPOSITIONSa metaphor for sth Light is often used as a metaphor for 
knowledge.the metaphor of sth Harvey came up with the famous metaphor of the 
heart as a pump. 

meter /ˈmiːtə $ -ər/ noun  a machine that measures and shows the amount of 

something you have used or the amount of money that you must payNOUNS + metera 
gas/electricity/water meter Someone came to read the gas meter. | Some old 

houses have a coin-operated electricity meter. | Having a water meter installed means 
that you only pay for the water you actually use.a parking meter He put some money 
in the parking meter.VERBSread a meter (=check a meter to see how much gas, 

electricity etc has been used) Someone from the electricity company came 
to read the meter.install a meter (=put a new meter somewhere) The US’s first 
automobile parking meter was installed in Oklahoma City in 1935.put a coin in the 

meter I put another £1 coin in the meter.feed the meter informal (=keep putting 
coins in a meter) He had to leave the building to feed the parking meter.the meter is 
ticking away informal (=it is continuing to charge money) The taxi was stuck in a 

traffic jam and the meter was ticking away.meter + NOUNSa meter reading (=when 
someone checks the meter to see how much gas, electricity etc has been used) The 
last meter reading was surprisingly low.PHRASESleave the meter running (=keep the 

meter in a taxi working while you are waiting for someone to come back) The taxi 
driver left the meter running while he was waiting for the passenger. 

method AC /ˈmeθəd/ noun  a planned way of doing something, especially one 

that a lot of people know about and useADJECTIVESa simple/cheap/quick 
method Most people find cash the simplest method of payment. | You have to work out 
the cheapest method of travel.an effective/efficient method Some methods are 

more effective than others.an ingenious method (=clever and unusual) He devised 
some ingenious methods of raising money.a sophisticated method Companies use 
sophisticated methods to check our buying habits.a reliable method (=likely to give 

the result you want) We need a more reliable method of predicting earthquakes.the 
usual method The usual method is to cook the chestnuts in the oven.a common 
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method (=often used) Freezing is a common method of preserving food.an 

unusual/unorthodox method Mr Bright has some 
very unusual teaching methods. | Some very unorthodox methods were being tried.an 

alternative method (=different from the usual one) Try to use alternative methods of 
transport, such as cycling or taking the bus.the traditional/conventional 
method (=usual) Farmers are being encouraged to return to more traditional 

methods of farming.modern methods Modern methods of solving crime depend a lot 
on genetic evidence.a tried-and-tested/proven method (=that has been tried and 
definitely works) Tried-and-tested methods must not be abandoned.a suitable 

method No single method is suitable for all occasions.the scientific method (=the 
usual way of finding out information in science, which involves testing ideas in 
experiments) It is sometimes difficult to apply the scientific method to subjects such as 

sociology or psychology.VERBSuse a method also employ a method formal Let’s try 
again using a different method. | Which payment method do you use when 
travelling?adopt a method (=start using it) Other companies adopted Japanese 

business methods.devise a method (=invent one) Scientists have devised a method of 
recycling contaminated oil.find/discover a method They found new methods of 
protest.work out a method (=discover one by thinking carefully) He worked 

out a method of escaping from the prison.change a method The company 
has changed its accounting methods.improve a method We are working 
to improve our farming methods.outline a method (=describe it in a few words) This 

leaflet outlines the methods that are available to you.NOUNS + methodworking 
methods We need to change our working methods.teaching methods We’re always 
interested in learning about new teaching methods.farming methods Farming 

methods have changed a lot over the last 100 years.research 
methods Sociological research methods include interviews and 
questionnaires.production methods Many modern production methods are very 

wasteful.a payment method We no longer accept cheques as a payment 
method.cooking methods Use healthier cooking methods, such as grilling instead of 
frying.PREPOSITIONSa method of (doing) sth The doctors will decide on the 

best method of treatment.a method for (doing) sth There are several methods 

for dealing with this type of situation.THESAURUS: methodwaya set of actions  

that you use in order to do something. Way is more informal than method and is used  

more often in everyday English:There are lots of ways of cooking mushrooms. | What’s  

the best way to remove wine stains? | Doctors have found a new way of treating the 

disease. | Surely there must be another way to contact him?meanssomething that you  

use to do something or achieve something:Their main means of transport is their  

car (=way of travelling). | Email is often the most convenient means of  

communication. | He looked around for a means of escape. | Education and training  

are the most efficient means of improving the nation’s economy.approacha way of  

dealing with a particular problem or situation, especially a way that has been carefully  

thought about or planned:Today’s approach to raising children is very different from 40 

years ago. | Maybe we should try a different approach. | She prefers the traditional  

approach to teaching.techniquea particular way of doing something, for which you 

need a skill that has to be learned and practised:The interviewers used a range of  
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different techniques to find out information. | The website has tips on how to improve 

your exam technique. | More patients are surviving thanks to improved surgical  

techniques.tactica method that you use in order to achieve what you want, especially  

in a game or competition:There were complaints about police tactics used to clear  

demonstrators. | The team was discussing tactics for the game. | He accused his  

opponent of using delaying tactics. | One tactic for cutting costs is to make simpler  

products with greater use of common parts. Often plural strategya set of carefully  

planned methods for achieving something that is difficult and may take a long time:The 

company is reviewing its business strategy. | The government was forced 

to change its economic strategy. | They are developing a strategy to reduce the level  

of teenage smoking.mode formala particular way of doing something:For him, painting  

is just another mode of expression (=way of expressing himself). | The bicycle is the 

most efficient mode of transportation (=way of travelling). | You can choose between 

several different modes of operation (=ways of using a machine or system).  

methodical /məˈθɒdɪkəl $ -ˈθɑː-/ adjective  THESAURUS > careful 

meticulous adjective  THESAURUS > careful 

microphone /ˈmaɪkrəfəʊn $ -foʊn/ noun [C]  a piece of equipment used for 

recording voices and sounds or making them louderVERBSspeak into a 

microphone The president began speaking into the microphone.shout into a 
microphone He shouted into the microphone “Hello everybody!”step up to the 
microphone Noel stepped up to the microphone and introduced the band.hold a 

microphone The singer was holding the microphone in her right hand.wear a 
microphone The politician had forgotten that he was still wearing a microphone.a 

microphone records sth She used a microphone to record the sounds made by the 
birds in the forest.a microphone picks sth up (=it successfully records 
something) The microphone was able to pick up everything they said.ADJECTIVESa 

hidden microphone The journalist used a hidden microphone under his coat to record 
the minister’s comments.a built-in microphone The computer has a built-in 
microphone.microphone + NOUNSa microphone stand He adjusted the microphone 

stand before beginning his speech.PREPOSITIONSinto a microphone Monroe sang 
softly into the microphone.behind/in front of a microphone As an experienced radio 
presenter, he feels comfortable in front of a microphone. | Stephens is 

back behind the microphone and will be commentating on this evening’s game. 

microscope /ˈmaɪkrəskəʊp $ -skoʊp/ noun  a scientific instrument that makes 

extremely small things look largerVERBSsee sth under/through/with a 
microscope The insects are so small that they can only be seen 

with a microscope.look at sth under/through/under a microscope We looked 
at the cells under a microscope.observe sth under/through/with a 

microscope The bacteria were observed under a microscope.examine/study sth 
under/through/with a microscope The plant specimens were examined 
under the microscope.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + microscopea powerful microscope The 

scientists used a very powerful microscope.an electron microscope (=a powerful 
microscope which uses electronic particles instead of light) The picture was taken with 
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an electron microscope.microscope + NOUNSa microscope slide A sample is taken and 

placed on a microscope slide.PHRASESbe visible/recognizable under a 
microscope The crystals are easily recognizable under a microscope. 

microscopic /ˌmaɪkrəˈskɒpɪk◂ $ -ˈskɑː-/ adjective  THESAURUS > tiny 

microwave1 /ˈmaɪkrəweɪv/ noun  a type of oven that cooks food very quickly 

using electric waves instead of heatVERBScook sth in a microwave You can cook the 
fish in a microwave.put sth in a microwave He put the meal in the microwave and 

switched it on.heat/warm sth in a microwave For dinner, she heated up a 
pie in the microwave.defrost sth in a microwave (=warm something so that it is no 
longer frozen) Frozen vegetables can be defrosted in a microwave.microwave + NOUNSa 

microwave oven/cooker I sometimes use our microwave oven to heat up milk.a 
microwave dish Place the peas in a microwave dish and cook for two minutes.a 
microwave meal/dinner Microwave meals are quick to prepare. 

microwave2 /ˈmaɪkrəweɪv/ verb  THESAURUS > cook1 

midday noun  12 o’clock in the middle of the daymidday + NOUNSa midday 

meal She began to prepare the midday meal for herself and her mother.the midday 

sun The inside of the car was hot from the midday sun.PREPOSITIONSat midday We 
stopped work at midday for lunch. 

middle age noun  the period of your life between the ages of about 40 and 60, 

when you are no longer young but are not yet oldADJECTIVESearly middle age Two 
women in early middle age sat next to him.late middle age Her father was a well-

dressed man in late middle age.VERBSapproach middle age (=be almost middle-
aged) As you approach middle age, your body changes.get to/reach/hit middle 
age (=start to be middle-aged) You need to start saving for retirement before 

you reach middle age.be well into middle age (=be obviously middle-aged, probably 
at least 50) Most of the people there were well into middle age.middle age + 

NOUNSmiddle-age spread (=fat that people get around their waist as they get 
older) Does everyone get middle-age spread as they get older?PREPOSITIONSin middle 
age Men who smoke are more likely to have heart attacks in middle age. 

midnight /ˈmɪdnaɪt/ noun  12 o’clock at nightPHRASEStwo minutes etc 

past/to midnight At twelve minutes past midnight he received a signal.at/on the 
stroke of midnight (=at exactly midnight) The book will go on sale at the stroke of 
midnight.the clock strikes midnight (=the clock makes twelve sounds at 

midnight) What will you be doing as the clock strikes midnight?midnight on 
Monday/Tuesday etc also midnight Monday/Tuesday etc AmE Campaigning 
officially started at midnight on Friday.midnight + NOUNSa midnight feast/snack The 

children had planned to have a midnight feast.a midnight walk/stroll I was just out 
for a midnight stroll.the midnight train I’m catching the midnight train to 
Paris.PREPOSITIONS/ADVERBSat midnight The party began at 8 p.m. and finished at 

midnight.around/about midnight The rain stopped around midnight.after/before 
midnight He got back just after midnight.nearly/almost midnight I look at my 

watch and I see it’s nearly midnight.past/gone midnight (=after midnight) It 
was past midnight and he was getting tired.by midnight I’ll be home by midnight.until 
midnight The bar is open until midnight.Don’t say in the midnight or in midnight. 

Say at midnight if you mean “at 12 o’clock”: I heard the clock strike at midnight. If you 
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mean “late at night”, use the phrase in the middle of the night: The telephone rang in 

the middle of the night. 
 

migrant AC /ˈmaɪɡrənt/ noun  someone who goes to live in another area or 

country, especially in order to find workADJECTIVESan illegal migrant also an 
undocumented migrant AmE Thousands of illegal migrants were caught trying to 
cross to Britain.an economic migrant (=in a foreign country to find a better job) They 

are economic migrants, escaping terrible poverty in their home country.a rural 
migrant (=who moves from a country area to a city) Rural migrants end up in the 
slums of Brasilia.a new/recent migrant The aim is to encourage integration of new 

migrants.a seasonal migrant (=who moves somewhere at a particular time of the 
year) Seasonal migrants make up 70% of the agricultural labour force.migrant + 

NOUNSa migrant worker A lot of factory work is done by migrant workers.a migrant 

labourer BrE a migrant laborer AmE (=a migrant worker who does unskilled physical 
work) The centre houses 50 migrant labourers.migrant labour BrE migrant 
labor AmE (=work done by migrants) Many farms rely on migrant labor.a migrant 

population The town has a large migrant population.a migrant community She did a 
study of literacy in migrant communities.PREPOSITIONSa migrant from a place My 

family were migrants from India.a migrant to a place There was a steady flow of 
Irish migrants to Britain.PHRASESa flow of migrants (=a movement of migrants to or 
from a place) There are concerns about the increasing flow of migrants into the 

state.an influx of migrants (=the arrival of many migrants in a place) The towns 
grew due to an influx of rural migrants. 

mild /maɪld/ adjective  1. mild weather is fairly warmADVERBSvery mild The 

region is enjoying very mild weather.relatively mild Denmark’s relatively mild climate 

suits this tree.quite mild It’s going to be wet and windy, but quite 
mild.unusually/exceptionally mild We have had an unusually 
mild winter.unseasonably mild (=warmer than usual at that time of year) It was 

February and the weather was unseasonably mild.NOUNSmild weather The mild 
weather is expected to continue into December.a mild climate The island has a mild 
climate.a mild winter This plant may survive outside in a mild winter.a mild 

evening/night It was a mild night, so I took the blanket off the bed.mild 
temperatures Demand for heating fuel is lower than usual due to the mild 

temperatures.2. a mild illness, problem, feeling etc is not serious, severe, or 
strongADVERBSvery mild The side effects were very mild.relatively mild His 
punishment was relatively mild by the standards of the time.only mild At first Sophie 

listened with only mild interest.fairly/pretty mild His criticisms were pretty 
mild.NOUNSa mild illness/disease/infection Even relatively mild diseases can cause 
long-term damage. | The animal might have a mild infection.a mild 

punishment/criticism Three months in prison seems a very mild punishment for such 
a serious offence.mild depression Herbal remedies are sometimes used to treat mild 
depression.a mild heart attack/stroke He is in a hospital recovering from a mild 

heart attack.a mild form of sth He has a mild form of the illness.a mild case of 
sth As a child she had a mild case of polio.mild symptoms Paracetamol may help 
patients with mild symptoms.a mild recession We appear to be in a mild 

recession.mild surprise/shock She looked at him in mild surprise.mild 
interest/curiosity His discoveries aroused only mild interest. 
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miles /maɪlz/  THESAURUS > far 

military1 AC /ˈmɪlətəri, ˈmɪlɪtəri $ -teri/ adjective  relating to the army, navy, or 

air forceNOUNSmilitary action They were right to take military action to stop the 
invasion.a military operation The soldiers were taking part in a major military 

operation.military force We will use military force to protect our country.military 
power They were concerned about Germany’s growing military power.military 
forces Australia is ready to send military forces to the area if necessary.a military 

base A US military base in Afghanistan has been attacked.a military 
aircraft/plane/helicopter A military aircraft has been shot down.military 
equipment The plane was used to transport troops and military equipment.a military 

leader/commander/officer He is the country’s top military leader.military 
personnel (=people who are members of the army) The police worked 
alongside military personnel to keep law and order.military service (=a period of time 

when every man in a country has to serve in the army, navy etc) He avoided military 
service during the Vietnam War.a military government/regime/dictatorship The 
country is run by a military government. 

military2 AC /ˈmɪlətəri $ -teri/ noun especially AmE  the military forces of a 

countryADJECTIVESa strong/powerful military We need a strong military to protect 
our country.the US/Russian etc military The US military will drop aid supplies in the 

area.VERBSjoin the military They wanted to join the military to defend their 
country.serve in the military He served in the military for eight years.leave the 
military After leaving the military, he became a security guard.order the military to 

do sth The president has ordered the military to continue its withdrawal.PHRASESa 
member of the military This was the first time that a member of the military had 
been found guilty of a human rights violation.PREPOSITIONSin the military Both my 

brothers are in the military. | She considered a career in the military. The military is  

used especially in American English. In British English, people often use the (armed)  

forces instead.  

milk /mɪlk/ noun  a white liquid produced by cows, or sometimes goats, that is 

drunk by peopleADJECTIVES/NOUNS + milkfresh milk He poured himself a glass 

of fresh milk.sour milk (=not fresh) There was the smell of sour milk coming from the 
fridge.cold/hot/warm milk I can only drink milk if it’s really cold. | Can I have a cup 
of warm milk please?whole milk also full-fat milk BrE (=with no fat removed) The ice 

cream is made from whole milk.semi-skimmed milk BrE low-fat milk AmE (=with 
some of the fat removed) Adults should drink semi-skimmed milk rather than whole 
milk.skimmed milk BrE skim milk/nonfat milk AmE (=with all the fat removed) a 

bowl of cereal with skim milkpasteurized milk (=that has been heated to kill harmful 
bacteria) a type of cheese made from pasteurized milkhomogenized milk (=that has 
had the cream mixed into it) Most milk sold in stores is homogenized milk.long-

life/UHT milk BrE (=that has been heated to a high temperature to kill harmful 
bacteria and can be kept for a long time) I’ve got a carton of long-life milk in the 

cupboard.condensed/evaporated milk (=thick sweet milk sold in cans)powdered 
milk also dry milk AmE (=in powder form) Powdered milk is useful for camping 
trips.baby/formula milk (=in powder form for babies) Many babies are fed 
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formula milk.cow’s/goat’s milk Have you ever tasted goat’s milk?soya milk BrE soy 

milk AmE (=made from soybeans) He can’t drink cow’s milk so he has soya 
milk instead.breast milk (=from a woman’s breast) The baby was fed on breast 

milk alone until he was 6 months.flavoured milk BrE flavored 
milk AmE also chocolate/strawberry etc milk (=tasting of chocolate, strawberry 
etc) Kids love flavoured milk.VERBSdrink milk Drinking milk keeps your bones 

strong.have/take milk (=drink it in tea or coffee) Do you take milk in your 
coffee?milk goes sour also milk goes off BrE (=it stops being fresh) It smells like 
that milk has gone off.produce milk For some reason, the cows stopped producing 

milk.pour milk She poured some milk into a saucepan.warm up/heat milk Warm the 
milk up and pour it onto the drinking chocolate.spill milk He spilt milk all over the 
floor.deliver milk (=take it to someone’s house) Most dairies 

will deliver skimmed milk.express milk (=press milk out of your breast to feed your 
baby) Some women like to express milk to be used when they go out.milk + NOUNSa 
milk bottle Put the empty milk bottles into the crates.a milk carton (=a plastic or 

cardboard container for milk) containers such as milk cartons and soap powder boxesa 
milk jug She put the butter, jam, and milk jug on the table.milk products (=foods 
containing milk) I’m not allowed to have milk or milk products.milk powder (=milk in 

the form of powder) hot water mixed with milk powdera milk shake (=a sweet drink 
made of milk and fruit or chocolate) a strawberry milkshakea milk crate (=a container 
for bottles of milk)a milkman BrE (=someone who delivers milk to people’s houses)a 

milk round BrE (=a milkman’s regular route and the houses he delivers milk 
to) His milk round starts in Chesterwood Road.a milk float BrE (=an electric vehicle 
used by a milkman)PHRASESa pint/litre of milk also a quart of milk AmE (=usual 

quantities for buying milk) Will you get me a pint of milk when you go to the shop?a 
glass/cup of milk Would you like a glass of milk?a bottle/jug/carton of milk I 
accidentally knocked over a bottle of milk. 

mill /mɪl/ noun  THESAURUS > factory 

mind /maɪnd/ noun  your thoughts or your ability to think, feel, and imagine 

thingsADJECTIVESthe human mind Scientists still do not fully understand how the 
human mind works.a brilliant mind Hawking has one of the most brilliant minds of his 

generation.a logical mind You need to have a very logical mind to be a computer 
programmer.a suspicious mind I have a naturally suspicious mind and I never trust 

anyone.an open mind (=without fixed opinions about something) She went into the 
debate about nuclear energy with an open mind.a closed mind (=with fixed opinions 
and unwilling to change your ideas) The people had closed minds and they would not 

listen to what he was saying.a curious/enquiring mind (=one that wants to find out 
more about things) When she was young she had a curious mind and was hungry for 
knowledge.the subconscious/unconscious mind (=the part of your mind that you 

do not realize you have and which affects your behaviour) These experiences are buried 
deep in the child‘s subconscious mind.a sick/twisted/warped/depraved mind (=a 
very strange and cruel mind) The killer must have had a very sick mind.VERBS 

+ mindsth enters/comes into your mind (=you think of something) The thought 
entered my mind that she might be lying.sth crosses/goes through your 
mind (=you think of something, especially for a short time) The idea never crossed my 

mind. | The same thoughts kept going through my mind and I couldn’t get to sleep.use 
your mind Children should be taught to use their minds.keep your mind on 
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sth (=keep your attention on something) I found it hard to keep my mind on my 

work.concentrate/focus your mind (=make someone pay attention to 
something) The attack concentrated people’s minds on the dangers of religious 

extremism.lose your mind (=become crazy) You think I’m losing my mind, but I’m 
not.get sb/sth out of your mind/off your mind (=stop thinking about someone or 
something) I couldn’t get that day out of my mind.stimulate the mind Cultural 

activities help to stimulate the mind.broaden the mind (=develop your mind because 
you get new experiences) They say that travel broadens the mind.control sb’s 
mind Do you think that advertisers are able to control people’s minds?form/take 

shape in sb’s mind A plan began to form in his mind.occupy your mind (=make 
your mind busy and not bored) I started doing a crossword, in order to occupy my 
mind.mind + VERBSsb’s mind wanders/drifts (=someone starts to think of other 

things) Melissa looked out of the window and let her mind wander.sb’s mind works I 
really don’t understand how that man’s mind works.the mind boggles (=used when 
saying that something is so great or surprising that you cannot imagine what it is 

like) The mind boggles at how much this is costing the tax payer.PHRASESthere is no 
doubt in sb’s mind (=used when someone feels completely sure about 
something) There was no doubt in my mind that it was the right decision to make.at 

the back of my mind (=used when you are aware of something, especially when you 
are not completely sure or clear about it) At the back of my mind I had the funny 
feeling that I’d met her somewhere before.sb’s state of mind (=how someone feels 

and whether he or she is upset, frightened etc) Her family became worried about her 
state of mind.sb’s frame of mind (=how someone feels – used especially about 
someone’s attitude to something they are going to do) You need to go into the exam in 

the right frame of mind.sb’s mind is on sth (=someone is thinking about or paying 
attention to something rather than other things) My mind is on my work.sth is on sb’s 
mind/preys on sb’s mind (=someone worries about something) Her father’s illness 

was on her mind.sb’s mind is full of sth (=someone thinks a lot about 
something) Her mind was full of big ideas about how she was going to change the 
world.sb’s mind is in turmoil (=someone is very worried or confused) She tried to 

stay calm, but her mind was in turmoil and she didn’t know what to do.sth is fresh in 
sb’s mind (=someone remembers it clearly) The event is still fresh in most people’s 
minds.have a picture/image in your mind Do you have a clear picture in your mind 

of what you want?know what’s going on in sb’s mind (=know what someone is 
thinking) I never know what’s going on in her mind.be out of your 
mind informal (=be crazy) He must have been out of his mind to do such a 

thing.THESAURUS: mindheadthe place where someone’s mind is – use this  

especially when talking about the thoughts that are in someone’s mind:I  

can’t get him out of my head. | You need to get it into your head that you’ve done 

nothing wrong. | To keep myself calm, I counted to ten in my head. | She’s so quiet –  

you never quite know what’s going on inside her head (=what she is  

thinking).subconsciousthe part of your mind that influences the way you think or  

behave, even though you may not realize this is happening, and which makes you have 

dreams:She suddenly remembered a traumatic incident that had been buried deep in  

her subconscious. | During the daytime our conscious minds are active, but during the 

night the subconscious takes over.psyche formalsomeone’s mind, especially their  
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feelings and attitudes, and the way these influence their character – used especially  

when talking about people’s minds in general:Freud has provided an account of the 

human psyche's stages of development. | The need for love is deeply buried in our  

psyche. | The child is simply searching his psyche to find some past event that relates  

to his new experiences.mentalitya particular way of thinking that a group of people  

have, especially one that you think is wrong or bad:I just don’t understand the 

mentality of these people. | They all seem to have a kind of victim mentality, which  

makes them think that the world is permanently against them.the ego formalthe part  

of your mind that gives you your sense of who you are – used especially in Freudian  

psychology:Freud talked about the rational world of the ego and the irrational world of  

the unconscious.  

 

mine /maɪn/ noun  1. a deep hole in the ground that people dig so that they can 

remove coal, gold, tin etcNOUNS + minea coal/gold/copper etc mine More than a 
million people worked in Britain’s coal mines.a salt mine Political prisoners were sent 
to work in the salt mines.ADJECTIVESa deep mine The TauTona gold mine in South 

Africa is the deepest mine in the world.an opencast mine BrE (=one where coal is 
taken out of holes in the ground near the surface) Opencast mines cause a lot of 

damage to the environment.mine + NOUNSa mine shaft also a mineshaft (=a hole 
down into a mine) The boy fell down an abandoned mine shaft.mine workings (=the 
tunnels etc that have been dug for a mine) The old mine workings were now full of 

water.a mine owner The mine owners built houses for their workers.VERBSa mine 
produces coal/gold etc The mine will produce 9 million tonnes of coal a 
year.PREPOSITIONSin a mine Working conditions in these mines were terrible.down a 

mine Have you ever been down a mine? People who work in mines are  

called miners. 2. a type of bomb that is hidden just below the ground or under water 

and that explodes when it is touchedADJECTIVES/NOUNS + minea land mine also a 
landmine There are landmines all over the area.an anti-tank mine (=aimed at 
destroying tanks) The vehicle ran over an anti-tank mine.an anti-personnel 

mine (=aimed at killing people on foot) The countryside is littered with anti-personnel 
mines.VERBSlay/plant mines They laid mines around the airport.hit/strike a 
mine The men were killed when their car hit a mine.step on a mine He was badly 

injured when he stepped on a mine.clear/remove mines Work was underway to clear 
mines from the waters around Kuwait.detect a mine The device can detect buried 
land mines.detonate a mine One of the goats detonated a mine.a mine 

explodes/goes off A mine exploded as the convoy passed.a mine blows up 

sb/sth His friend was blown up by a mine. A dangerous area where people have laid a  

lot of mines is called a minefield.  

minefield /ˈmaɪnfiːld/ noun  a situation in which there are a lot of dangers or 

difficulties, and it is difficult to make the right decisionADJECTIVESa political 

minefield Challenging the system would mean entering a political minefield.a legal 
minefield Buying a property overseas can be a legal minefield.an ethical 
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minefield The scientific use of animals is an ethical minefield.VERBSbe a 

minefield trying to get your work published can be a minefield.pick your way 
through a minefield also navigate/negotiate a minefield (=carefully avoid the 

problems related to a difficult situation) The website helps you pick your way 
through the minefield of buying a used car.lead/guide sb through the 
minefield (=help someone avoid problems) Our financial advisers will be able 

to guide you through the investment minefield.PREPOSITIONSa minefield of sth This 
situation is a minefield of potential misunderstanding.a minefield for sb Immigration 
has proven to be a political minefield for the government. 

mineral /ˈmɪnərəl/ noun  a substance that is formed naturally in the earth, such 

as coal, salt, stone, or goldPHRASESbe rich in minerals (=contain a lot of them) The 
land is rich in minerals.vitamins and minerals Many essential vitamins and 
minerals are lost when food is processed.mineral + NOUNSmineral resources They 

planned to exploit the state’s mineral resources.mineral wealth/riches (=valuable 
mineral resources such as oil and gold) Southern Africa possesses great mineral 
wealth.mineral rights (=the right to take or make money from the minerals 

somewhere) The government owns all the mineral rights.mineral deposits There are 
valuable mineral deposits on the sea bed.mineral workings (=places where minerals 

are taken from the ground) Mineral workings have created interesting habitats for 
wildlife.sth’s mineral content The streams have a high mineral content. 

miniature /ˈmɪnətʃə $ ˈmɪniətʃər/ adjective  THESAURUS > tiny 

minimum AC noun, adjective  the smallest amount or number that is possible, 

allowed, or necessaryADJECTIVESthe bare minimum (=the very least amount or 
number) She does the bare minimum of exercise.the absolute minimum Bring 

enough money – $10 per day is the absolute minimum.the legal minimum also the 
statutory minimum formal The wage was often well below the legal minimum.the 
required/necessary minimum He received 35 votes, two more than the required 

minimum.NOUNSthe minimum number/amount The minimum number of students 
needed to run the course is 25. | She used the minimum amount of effort.the 
minimum age Eighteen is the minimum age for getting married.minimum 

standards The company failed to meet the minimum safety standards.the minimum 
requirement The minimum requirement for the job is a TOEFL diploma.the minimum 
period The minimum period of study is normally 12 months.the minimum 

price/cost The minimum cost of a room is $100 a night.the minimum wage (=the 
lowest amount of money that an employer can legally pay a worker) Unions want an 
increase in the minimum wage.a minimum deposit/payment Banks usually require 

a minimum deposit of £250 to open an account.PHRASESkeep sth to a 
minimum Keep the noise to a minimum, will you?reduce sth to a minimum We want 
to reduce the environmental impact to a minimum.be regarded/considered as the 

minimum 100 people is usually regarded as the minimum for an adequate 
sample.PREPOSITIONSa minimum of sth The contract will be for a minimum of two 
years.at a minimum (=at least) At a minimum, there should be one teacher for every 

20 students.below/above the minimum His salary is above the minimum level.with 
a/the minimum of sth They checked our passports with the minimum of fuss. | We 
try to move patients with a minimum of discomfort.ANTONYMS → maximum 

minister /ˈmɪnəstə, ˈmɪnɪstə $ -ər/ noun  a politician who is in charge of a 

government department in Britain and some other countriesADJECTIVES/NOUNS 
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+ ministera government minister A government minister will be appointed to lead the 

committee.the prime minister (=the leader of the government in the UK and some 
other countries) Margaret Thatcher was Britain’s first woman prime minister.the chief 

minister (=the leader of the government in some states or regions) He is the chief 
minister of Maharashtra state in India.the health/finance/transport etc minister I 
have written to the health minister about the matter.the foreign minister (=who 

deals with relations with other countries) He will meet with the Japanese foreign 
minister on Monday.the interior minister (=who deals with law and order in some 
countries) The interior minister has been criticized for his handling of the riots.a 

cabinet minister (=an important minister in the UK government) Two cabinet 
ministers have resigned over the issue.a senior/junior minister A senior 
minister warned that Labour might lose the next election. | He had previously been 

a junior minister at the Department of Energy.a deputy minister He was 
appointed deputy minister of culture.the first minister (=the leader of the 
government of Scotland, Wales, or Northern Ireland) He became Scotland’s first 

minister last year.VERBSbe minister of sth Josef Ertl was minister of agriculture from 
1969 to 1983.become a minister Her dream was to become prime minister.appoint 
sb (as) minister In 2000, he was appointed minister of health.serve as 

minister He served as foreign minister between 1982 and 1986.resign as 
minister He announced that he would resign as foreign minister.dismiss a 
minister also dismiss sb as minister The prime minister dismissed five of 

his ministers.a minister announces sth The German defense minister 
announced plans to visit the region.PHRASESthe minister responsible for 
sth The minister responsible for housing will make an announcement shortly.a 

minister of state (=in Britain and some other countries, a junior minister) He became 
a minister of state at the Department of Transport.PREPOSITIONSthe minister of/for 
agriculture/health/education etc He was brought in to advise the minister of 

education. | Germany’s new minister for science and technology has an interesting 

proposal. Secretary is sometimes used instead of minister. For example, the British  

minister responsible for law and order in the UK is called the Home Secretary, and  

the US minister responsible for relations with other countries is called the Secretary  

of State.  

ministry AC /ˈmɪnəstri, ˈmɪnɪstri/ noun  a government 

departmentADJECTIVES/NOUNS + ministrythe health/finance/transport etc 

ministry The Defence Ministry refused to comment on the report.the foreign 
ministry (=which deals with relations with other countries) The Russian Foreign 
Ministry issued a statement saying the meeting was “useful”.the interior 

ministry (=which deals with law and order in some countries) The interior 
ministry announced stricter immigration laws.ministry + NOUNSa ministry official A 
junior ministry official passed on the information to a national newspaper.a ministry 

spokesman/spokesperson A ministry spokesman said no formal decision had been 
made.a ministry building There have been attacks on interior ministry 
buildings.PREPOSITIONSat/in a ministry Sir Peter worked in the Ministry of Defence 

from 1985 to 1991.the Ministry of/for Agriculture/Health/Education 
etc The Ministry of Agriculture represents the interests of farmers as well as the 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1377] 

public. Ministry, Department, or Office?The US government has departments, not  

ministries: She works for the Department of Agriculture. The announcement was  

made by a State Department official.Some parts of the British government are  

called departments, not ministries: Funding for the study was provided by  

the Department of Education. The Department of Health issued new guidelines.The  

part of the British government that deals with crime, justice, and the police is called  

the Home Office. The part that deals with relations with foreign countries is called  

the Foreign Office. The part that deals with financial matters is called the Treasury.  

minor /ˈmaɪnə $ -ər/ adjective  THESAURUS > famous, small (1), unimportant 

minority AC /maɪˈnɒrəti, maɪˈnɒrɪti $ məˈnɔː-, mɪˈnɔː-, məˈnɑː-/ noun  a small 

group of people or things that form less than half of a larger groupADJECTIVESa 
small/tiny minority She is one of a small minority of women working in 

engineering. | Only a tiny minority of the population ever actually commit a crime.a 
substantial/significant/large/sizeable minority (=less than half, but still a lot of 
people) A significant minority of people alive today will live to be 100. | A large 

minority of the country’s population have no formal qualifications. | A sizeable 
minority of people regularly sleep less than 5 hours a night.VERBSform a 
minority also constitute a minority formal (=be a minority) Shiite Muslims form a 

minority in this mainly Sunni country.represent a minority (=be a minority) The over-
65s represent only a minority of the population.belong to a minority People 
who belong to a minority community often stick closely together.affect a minority The 

side effects of the drug only affect a minority of patients.minority + NOUNSa minority 
group Many of the company’s employees are from minority ethnic groups. | It’s 
ridiculous to refer to women as a minority group.a minority interest Jazz is a minority 

interest, but it is still an important part of musical studies.a minority 
opinion/view This is a minority view among scientists.a minority 
shareholder (=someone who owns less than half the shares in a company) A minority 

shareholder with 10% of voting rights refused to accept the plan.a minority 
stake/interest (=a number of shares in a company, equalling less than half the total 
number) IBM holds a minority stake in the computer company.a minority 

government (=that does not have enough members to control parliament without the 
support of other parties) Italy’s minority government will need the support of its allies 

to win the vote.the minority leader AmE (=the leader of the political party that has 
fewer politicians in Congress than the leading party) The Republican minority leader in 
the Senate called for an increase in the minimum wage.PREPOSITIONSa minority of 

sb/sth In a significant minority of cases, the virus can be deadly.be in a 
minority (=be less than half of the total) Male students are in a minority in this 
class.among a minority He is among the minority of voters who still support the war. 

minuscule /ˈmɪnəskjuːl/ adjective  THESAURUS > tiny 

minute1 /ˈmɪnət, ˈmɪnɪt/ noun  1. one sixtieth of an hourVERBS + minutetake 

five/ten etc minutes It takes 15 minutes to walk into town.last (for) five/ten etc 
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minutes The speech lasted exactly 45 minutes.spend five/ten etc minutes Spend a 

few minutes thinking about your goals in life.wait (for) five/ten etc 
minutes He waited five minutes and then dialed again.minute + VERBSminutes 

pass also minutes elapse formal He glanced at the clock. Less than 
two minutes had passed.the minutes go by/tick by (=they pass) The minutes ticked 
by, but there was still no sign of the train.the minutes fly by (=they seem to pass 

quickly) The minutes were flying by, and soon they would have to leave.the minutes 
drag by (=they seem to pass slowly) The minutes dragged by. Finally, I was called into 
the interview room.ADJECTIVESevery (single) minute It’s a great film, and I 

loved every minute of it.a spare minute (=one when you are free to do other 
things) There was so much to do, Sarah rarely had a spare minute.for a full 
minute (=for a minute – used when this seems a long time) For a full minute, neither 

of them spoke.ADVERBSfive/ten etc minutes later Five minutes later, the phone rang 
again.five/ten etc minutes earlier He said that David had left a few minutes 
earlier.five/ten etc minutes ago Mr Roberts arrived about five minutes 

ago.PHRASESin the space of five/ten etc minutes (=within a period of five, ten etc 
minutes) They scored two goals in the space of five minutes.PREPOSITIONSfor 
five/ten etc minutes Cook the mushrooms for two minutes.in five/ten etc 

minutes Meet me in my room in five minutes.after five/ten etc minutes After ten 
minutes, I got up and left.When saying how soon something will happen, you usually 

say in, not ‘after’: I’ll be back in ten minutes. Saying what time it isMinute is used  

especially when speaking in a very exact way: It’s 23 minutes past 7. Normally when  

you are saying what time it is, you use 5, 10, quarter, 20, 25, or half, without  

using the word minutes: It’s nearly 25 to 5. It’s just gone half past 12. 2. a very 

short period of timeVERBStake a minute It’ll only take a minute to fix.have a 

minute Do you have a minute? I have a couple of questions to ask you.wait a 
minute/hold on a minute Wait a minute – I’ve not finished explaining.ADVERBSa 
minute ago She was here a minute ago.just a minute (=used when telling someone 

to wait for you) “Can you come downstairs?” “Just a minute! I’m getting dressed!”(not 
for) a single minute (=not for one moment) I have never regretted it for a single 
minute.PREPOSITIONSfor a minute I hesitated for a minute.in a minute He’ll be all 

right in a minute.in/within minutes Within minutes, she was asleep.3. the minutes of 
a meeting are an official written record of what has been said and 

decided GrammarAlways plural in this meaning. VERBStake the minutes also do the 

minutes informal (=write them down) The secretary was away, so I took the 
minutes.read the minutes The Honorary Secretary read the minutes of the previous 

meeting.approve the minutes (=formally accept them as the record of a 
meeting) The minutes of the previous meeting were approved.circulate the 
minutes All committee minutes are circulated to members of the Board.PHRASESthe 

minutes of a meeting The minutes of the meeting reveal that several members of the 
committee disliked the idea. 

minute2 /maɪˈnjuːt $ -ˈnuːt/ adjective  THESAURUS > tiny 

miracle /ˈmɪrəkəl/ noun  something very lucky or very good that happens, which 

you did not expect to happen or did not think was possiblePHRASESit’s a miracle 
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(that)... It’s a miracle no one was killed.it will take a miracle (=used when saying 

that something is very unlikely) It will take a miracle for us to get there on time.by 
some miracle (=through good luck and nothing else) By some miracle, we managed 

to catch the plane.sth is no miracle It was no miracle, it was just good planning and 
leadership.sth is nothing short of a miracle (=it is extremely unexpected and you 
are very pleased about it) What has happened is nothing short of a miracle.don’t 

expect miracles I’ll do my best to fix it, but don’t expect miracles.ADJECTIVESa 
minor/small miracle It was a minor miracle that the driver walked away from the 
crash unharmed.an economic miracle Brazil seemed to be experiencing an economic 

miracle.VERBSperform/work miracles (=make good things happen that did not seem 
possible) The new coach has worked miracles, and the team have won their last four 
games.believe in miracles Unless you believe in miracles, there is no way the 

situation is going to get any better.hope/pray for a miracle The team are hoping for 
a miracle, but they don’t really have a chance of winning. | We prayed for a miracle, 
but sadly she died.need a miracle He’ll need a miracle if he is going to pass this 

test.miracles can/do happen (=it is possible for miracles to happen) Someone 
handed my wallet in to the police, which shows that miracles do happen.miracle + 

NOUNSa miracle cure (=something that solves a problem very 

effectively) Unfortunately, there is no miracle cure for baldness.a miracle drug (=a 
very effective drug that cures a serious disease) Why are all these miracle drugs so 
expensive?a miracle worker (=someone who performs miracles) A doctor is just a 

person, not a miracle worker. 

mirror /ˈmɪrə $ -ər/ noun  a piece of special glass that you can see yourself 

inVERBSlook (at sb) in the mirror She looked at herself in the mirror and smiled.see 

sth in the mirror Do you like what you see in the mirror?glance in the mirror/take 
a look in the mirror (=look quickly) I didn’t even have time to glance in the 
mirror before I left the house.stare into the mirror He stared into the mirror that 

hung above the mantelpiece.be reflected in a mirror The candles were reflected in 
the mirror over the fireplace.check your mirror (=when 
driving) Check your mirrors before you pull out into the road.admire yourself/your 

reflection in the mirror He’s so vain – he’s always admiring himself in the 
mirror.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + mirrorthe bathroom/bedroom/hall mirror I wiped the 
steam off the bathroom mirror.a shaving mirror He stared at his face in the shaving 

mirror.a wall mirror Above the cabinet was an antique wall mirror.the dressing-
table mirror She blow-dried her hair in front of the dressing-table mirror.a hand 
mirror (=a small mirror you hold in your hand) She took a hand mirror from her 

purse.a long mirror She stood admiring her reflection in the long mirror.a full-length 
mirror (=one that shows the whole of a person) She checked her appearance in 
the full-length mirror behind the door.the rearview mirror also the driving 

mirror BrE (=the mirror in a car that lets the driver see what is straight behind 
them) He kept looking nervously in the rearview mirror.the wing mirror BrE the side-
view mirror AmE (=a mirror on the side of a car that lets the driver see what is behind 

them) I saw Tweed glance again in the wing mirror.a one-way/two-way mirror (=a 
mirror that you can see through from the other side) Through a one-way mirror the 
researchers observed the mothers with their babies.a convex/concave mirror (=one 

that curves outwards or inwards) The convex mirror made people’s faces look very 
strange.PREPOSITIONSin the mirror He examined his face in the mirror.in front of 
the mirror She spends hours in front of the mirror every morning.PHRASESa 
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reflection/image in a mirror I frowned at my reflection in the mirror.a look/glance 

in the mirror With a last glance in the mirror she went to answer the door.catch sight 
of yourself in the mirror As she went out, she caught sight of herself in the mirror by 

the door. 

mischief /ˈmɪstʃəf, ˈmɪstʃɪf/ noun  bad behaviour, especially by children, that 

does not cause serious harmPHRASESbe/get up to mischief The children were 
always up to mischief of some kind.keep/stay out of mischief Can I trust you to stay 

out of mischief for half an hour? | They’ve got enough toys to keep them out of 
mischief for a while.keep sb out of mischief Playing football helps keep him out of 
mischief.full of mischief (=often playing tricks on people or causing trouble) I 

remembered him as a playful child who was full of mischief.a glint/hint of 
mischief (=an expression that shows someone wants to play tricks) There was a glint 
of mischief in her eyes.VERBScause mischief Gangs of boys were wandering around, 

out to cause mischief.make mischief (=deliberately cause problems between 
people) Ignore her – she’s just making mischief. 

mischievous /ˈmɪstʃəvəs/ adjective  THESAURUS > naughty 

misconception adjective  THESAURUS > untrue 

miserable adjective  THESAURUS > sad (1) 

misery /ˈmɪzəri/ noun  great unhappiness or sufferingADJECTIVEShuman 

misery Wilberforce devoted his life to fighting human misery and ending the slave 
trade.abject/untold/great misery (=extreme misery) The news of his son’s illness 

had plunged him into abject misery.sheer misery It is difficult for us to imagine 
the sheer misery of people living in that country.such misery They have no right to 
put people through such misery.economic misery They come here in the hope of 

escaping economic misery at home.VERBSlive in misery Millions of families are living 
in misery.suffer/endure misery The population of this war-torn country 

have endured so much misery.cause (sb) misery The court 
case caused untold misery to his family.bring sb misery Her husband had brought her 
nothing but misery.add to sb’s misery (=make it worse) To add to our misery, it 

rained heavily all day.end the misery also put an end to the misery The 
international community should do more to end the misery in these camps.alleviate 
sb’s misery formal (=make it less) Their aim was to alleviate the misery of the 

poor.PHRASESa life of misery He rescued them from a life of misery.years/a lifetime 
of misery She had endured years of misery.put an animal out of its misery (=kill a 
sick or injured animal to end its suffering) The vet said it was better to put the dog out 

of its misery. In informal English, you tell someone to put you out of your misery,  

when asking them to tell you something, and when you have been waiting to find out  

the answer: Come on, Rick! Put us out of our misery! Did you get the job or not?  

misfortune /mɪsˈfɔːtʃən $ -ɔːr-/ noun [C,U]  very bad luck, or something that 

happens to you as a result of bad luckADJECTIVESa great/terrible 

misfortune Everything they owned was lost in the fire, which was a great 
misfortune.sheer misfortune (=nothing but very bad luck) Sheer misfortune led to his 
discovery and arrest.VERBSsuffer misfortune (=experience it) You are not the only 

person to have suffered misfortune in your life.be plagued by misfortune also be 
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dogged by misfortune BrE (=have a lot of bad luck over a long period of time) The 

project seemed dogged by misfortune.profit from sb’s misfortune (=get advantages 
because of another person’s bad luck) It seems the banks always profit 

from farmers’ misfortunes.a misfortune happens to sb also a misfortune befalls 
sb formal He had lost his father at a young age, and didn’t want the 
same misfortune to befall his children.PHRASEShave the misfortune to do sth/of 

doing sth Last year, he had the misfortune to be involved in a car crash.a 
series/string of misfortunes The team has suffered a series of misfortunes this year. 

misgiving /mɪsˈɡɪvɪŋ/ noun [C,U]  a feeling of doubt or fear about what might 

happen or about whether something is right GrammarUsually plural. VERBShave 

misgivings Her parents had some misgivings about the marriage. She was very 
young.allay sb’s misgivings (=stop someone from being worried) He tried to allay her 

misgivings about the idea, but with little success.express/voice your 
misgivings (=say that you are worried about something) Only a few senators voiced 
their misgivings about the war.ADJECTIVESgrave/great/serious/severe 

misgivings (=used when you feel extremely worried about something) Many people 
have grave misgivings about the idea of human 
cloning.deep/profound/considerable misgivings (=used when you feel very 

worried about something) Teachers have deep misgivings about allowing business 
values to be used in schools. | He had considerable misgivings about taking the case to 
trial.initial misgivings (=used when you feel worried at first, but later stop feeling 

worried) He admits to having some initial misgivings about returning to 
Liverpool.PREPOSITIONSmisgivings about sth I had some misgivings about leaving 
my job.despite/in spite of sb’s misgivings Despite her misgivings, she decided to 

support the proposal. 

misguided /mɪsˈgaɪdɪd/ adjective  THESAURUS > wrong (1) 

misleading adjective  THESAURUS > untrue, wrong (1) 

misrepresent verb  THESAURUS > change1 (2) 

miss verb  1. to not hit somethingADVERBSmiss sth completely The 

player completely missed the ball and it hit his chest.barely/narrowly/only just 
miss sth The bullet narrowly missed her head.miss sth badly His wild shot badly 

missed the net.PHRASESmiss sth by a mile (=miss by a long distance) The 
arrow missed the target by a mile.2. to feel sad because someone is not with 
youADVERBSreally miss sb/miss sb a lot especially spoken He really 

misses her.greatly/deeply miss sb She greatly misses her sister.desperately miss 
sb I desperately missed my parents.miss sb dearly (=used especially about someone 
who is dead) She missed her brother dearly.sb is sadly/sorely missed He will 

be sadly missed when he retires.3. to fail to do somethingNOUNSmiss a 
chance/opportunity He didn’t want to miss the chance of earning some extra 
money.miss an appointment She missed her appointment because she could not 

leave her new job to come to the clinic.miss a deadline He missed the deadline for 
handing in his essay. 

missile /ˈmɪsaɪl, ˈmɪsəl/ noun  a weapon that can fly over long distances and that 

explodes when it hits somethingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + missilea nuclear missile What 
would happen if a nuclear missile hit the capital?a long-range/medium-
range/short-range missile They have developed a long-range missile capable of 
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reaching the US.an intercontinental missile The West would soon be in range of 

Soviet intercontinental ballistic missiles.a ballistic missile (=a long-range missile that 
flies high in the sky)a cruise missile (=a long-range missile that flies close to the 

ground)a strategic missile (=one designed to hit an enemy’s country from your 
own) They were planning to build nuclear warheads for a strategic missile.a tactical 
missile (=a short-range missile used in a battle) They have cancelled development of 

new tactical nuclear missiles.a guided missile (=one that can be controlled while it is 
flying) A guided missile can be guided to its target after it has been launched.a heat-
seeking missile The plane was brought down by a heat-seeking missile.an anti-

aircraft/anti-tank missile The planes have to fly high to avoid anti-aircraft missiles.a 
surface-to-air/air-to-air/surface-to-surface missile A surface-to-air missile was 
fired at a French plane.a ground-launched/air-launched/sea-launched 

missile bombers carrying air-launched cruise missilesVERBS + missilefire/launch a 
missile Twelve missiles were fired at buildings occupied by the guerrillas.use/deploy 
a missile They feared the missiles would be used against their aircraft.develop/build 

a missile The country is believed to be developing a new missile.carry/be armed 
with a missile The submarines carry long-range nuclear missiles.shoot 
down/intercept a missile The country already has the capacity to shoot 

down incoming missiles.missile + VERBSa missile hits sth The ship sank after 
being hit by a guided missile.a missile destroys sth A missile destroyed part of the 
airport.missile + NOUNSa missile attack/strike She was killed in a missile attack.a 

missile base/site The Americans have a missile base in the area.a missile 
launcher The targets of the attack were Iraqi missile launchers.a missile 
programme BrE a missile program AmE (=to develop and build missiles) He was 

involved in the Soviet missile program.a missile system China shot down an old 
satellite to test its missile system.a missile test (=when missiles are fired to test 
them, not in war) The missile test came a day after the two sides held talks.missile 

defence BrE missile defense AmE Japan is stepping up work on missile defense in 
cooperation with the United States. 

missing /ˈmɪsɪŋ/ adjective  if something or someone is missing, they are lost or 

not where they should beADVERBSstill missing 112 people have been rescued, but 
others are still missing.entirely/completely missing Many of the window panes were 
cracked or broken, or entirely missing.VERBSgo missing BrE Her pet rabbit had gone 

missing.report sb missing His parents reported him missing at 7 p.m.be listed as 
missing Three days after the fire, seven people are still listed as missing.NOUNSa 
missing person Her fiancé has now reported her as a missing person.the missing 

girl/boy/woman/man The search for the missing man will continue tomorrow.the 
missing items If you have information on the missing items, please contact the 
police.the missing word Look at the following sentences and fill in the missing 

words.the missing piece Their research supplied the missing piece of the 
puzzle.PHRASESmissing in action (=while fighting in a war) He was notified by the 
military that his son was missing in action.missing, presumed dead Three men 

are missing, presumed dead, after their boat sank in a storm.PREPOSITIONSmissing 
from somewhere His jacket was missing from its usual place. 

mission /ˈmɪʃən/ noun  an important job that someone has been given to do, 

especially one that involves travelling somewhereADJECTIVES/NOUNS + missiona 
secret mission also a covert mission formal He volunteered for a secret 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1383] 

mission behind enemy lines in North Korea.a dangerous mission He knew very well 

that it was a dangerous mission.a successful mission I am confident that 
the mission will be successful.a military/combat/bombing mission In a 

daring military mission, their warplanes destroyed an unfinished nuclear reactor.a 
reconnaissance/spying mission They flew reconnaissance missions over Cuba.a 
rescue mission The first rescue mission had to be abandoned when the weather 

worsened.a fact-finding mission A group of MPs have just returned from a fact-
finding mission to India.a trade mission The mayor is currently on a trade mission in 
Asia.a diplomatic mission He was employed by King Henry III on diplomatic 

missions.a space mission This is the most important space mission since the moon 
landings.a mercy mission (=a journey taken to bring help to people who are in a bad 
situation) He is planning his eighth mercy mission to aid homeless refugees.a 

peacekeeping mission The UN soldiers are on a peacekeeping mission.VERBScarry 
out/conduct a mission He was selected to carry out a dangerous mission.undertake 
a mission (=agree to take part in a mission) He undertakes a risky mission behind 

enemy lines.accomplish/complete a mission (=do it successfully) Do they have the 
resources they need 
to accomplish that mission? | I completed the mission successfully.send sb on a 

mission Oswald was sent on a mission to Russia by the CIA.fly a mission His 
grandfather flew 280 combat missions in two wars.launch a mission The space agency 
plans to launch missions to Mars every two years.a mission 

fails/succeeds The mission failed and they returned empty-handed.PHRASESsb’s 
mission is to do sth Their mission is to gather information about the wildlife on the 
island.a mission ends in failure Unfortunately the mission ended in failure and he 

was unable to secure the release of the hostages.PREPOSITIONSbe on a mission They 
were on a mission of vital importance to their country.a mission to a place He 
recently returned from a four-day mission to Israel. 

mist /mɪst/ noun  a light cloud low over the groundADJECTIVES/NOUNS + mista 

thick/heavy mist Outside, a heavy mist obscured everything.a fine/light mist A fine 
mist began to settle on the water.a white/grey mist A layer of white mist hung over 

the valley.the morning/evening mist The sun broke through the morning 
mist.autumn mist The field looked magical in the autumn mist.a sea mist Alice sailed 
into a small patch of sea mist.VERBSa mist comes down/in The mist came down like 

a curtain.a mist rolls in (=moves along to a place) A mist began to roll in off the sea.a 
mist rises I could see the mist rising from the river.the mist clears/lifts (=goes 
away) The mountains suddenly appeared as the mist lifted.mist swirls (=moves in 

circles) The boat disappeared into the swirling mist.a mist hangs/lies somewhere A 
thick mist lay on the hills.mist drifts (=moves slowly) Mist drifted over the marsh.mist 
hides sth also mist obscures sth formal Mist obscured the ships in the 

harbor.PHRASESa veil/curtain of mist (=an amount of mist that prevents you seeing 
something clearly) We looked up, through the veil of mist, at the waterfall.a bank of 
mist (=an amount of thick mist) It was early, and banks of mist lay between the 

mountain peaks.PHRASESbe shrouded in mist literary (=be covered in mist) The tops 
of the mountains were shrouded in mist.disappear/vanish into the mist He passed 
me on the trail and disappeared into the mist.appear out of/emerge from the 

mist Suddenly a man appeared out of the mist.loom out of the mist (=suddenly be 
seen, especially when still partly covered by mist) Here and there, trees loomed out of 
the mist.PREPOSITIONSin/through/out of the mist He saw a shape through the mist. 
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mistake /məˈsteɪk, mɪˈsteɪk/ noun  1. something that is done in the wrong way, 

for example when you are writing or calculating somethingADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ mistakea spelling mistake There was a spelling mistake in the first paragraph.a 
grammatical mistake Her French essay was full of grammatical mistakes.a 

common/classic mistake A common mistake is to imagine that dogs think like 
humans.a little/small/slight/minor mistake He made one or two little mistakes, 
but the rest was good.a silly/stupid/foolish/careless mistake Don’t worry – we all 

make silly mistakes sometimes.a serious/bad mistake There was a serious 
mistake in the instructions.an honest/genuine/innocent mistake (=a mistake, and 
not a deliberate action) Thomas admitted he had broken the law, but said that it had 

been an honest mistake.an easy mistake (to make) She looks like her sister, so it’s 
an easy mistake to make.a basic/elementary mistake The most basic mistake that 
people make is to take too many vitamin pills, without considering which is going to 

help them most.a deliberate mistake Did you spot the deliberate mistake?the 
occasional/odd mistake He made the odd mistake, but generally I thought he played 
really well.VERBSmake a mistake The hotel made a mistake with the bill.correct a 

mistake also rectify a mistake formal Luckily he was able 
to correct the mistake before his boss saw it.realize your mistake She 

didn’t realize her mistake until it was too late.find/discover/spot a mistake Let me 
know if you spot any mistakes.admit your mistake It is better 
to admit your mistake and apologize.mistakes happen Doctors are always extremely 

careful, but mistakes can happen.Don’t say do a mistake. Say make a 
mistake.PREPOSITIONSa mistake in sth There were a lot of mistakes in his 
essay.PHRASESbe full of mistakes The article was full of mistakes.it is a mistake to 

think/assume etc sth It is a mistake to assume that all snakes are dangerous.there 
must be some mistake (=used when you think someone has made a mistake) There 
must be some mistake. I definitely booked a room for tonight.be all a mistake (=used 

when saying that a situation happened because of a mistake) There was no deliberate 

plan – it was all a big mistake. Mistake or error?You can say a spelling mistake or  

a spelling error. The only difference is that error is more formal  

than mistake.When talking about things you have done wrong, you usually  

use mistake: I made some silly little mistakes. (not ‘errors’). Error sounds too  

formal for this type of situation.You say computer error, human error, driver  

error, or pilot error (not ‘mistake’): The crash was caused by pilot  

error. THESAURUS: mistakeerror formala mistake:There were a number  

of factual errors in the report. | The essay was full of grammatical errors. | I noticed  

a spelling error on the first page. | He had made a serious error on his tax form. | The 

accident was caused by pilot error. | The report confirmed that the explosion was the 

result of human error.misprinta small mistake in something that is printed:There was  

a misprint in the article, and instead of ‘pleasant’ it said ‘pheasant’.typo informala 

mistake in something that has been typed or printed:I spotted a couple of typos in the 
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letter.inaccuracy formala piece of information that is not completely correct:The 

report contained several factual inaccuracies. | The film is full of historical  

inaccuracies. Often plural. mix-upa careless mistake in which one name, time,  

address etc has been confused with another, so that the details of something are 

wrong:There was a mix-up over the train times and I missed my train.slip-upa 

careless mistake when you are doing something:The other team took advantage of the 

goalkeeper's slip-up.oversighta mistake in which you forget something or do not  

notice something:Through an oversight, the brochures were sent to the wrong 

address (=because of an oversight).omissiona mistake in which you forget to mention  

or include something:There are some serious omissions on the list. | This was seen as  

a major omission in the report. | The most glaring omission is the complete lack of a  

discussion about the role of genetics (=shocking omission).a slip of the tonguea 

mistake in which you accidentally say a similar sounding word:When I said Thursday, I  

meant Tuesday. It was a slip of the tongue.faux pas /ˌfəʊ ˈpɑː, ˈfəʊ pɑː $ ˌfoʊ  

ˈpɑː/ formalan embarrassing mistake in a social situation, when you do or say 

something that you shouldn’t:Harris, trying to be funny, addressed the waiter as ‘boy’.  

A complete silence followed this faux pas.A STUPID MISTAKEblundera stupid mistake 

caused by not thinking carefully enough about what you are saying or doing, which  

could have serious results:In a serious blunder by the hospital, two babies were sent  

home with the wrong parents. | Many people believe that the 

president committed a huge political blunder when he sent US forces into  

Iraq.gaffe /ɡæf/an embarrassing and stupid mistake made in a social situation or in  

public:He made some embarrassing gaffes, including forgetting the name of his  

host.howler BrEa very bad mistake, especially one that shows you do not know 

something, and that often makes other people laugh:Photographers should be careful  

of making classic howlers, such as having a tree grow out of your subject’s head.cock-

up BrE informala silly mistake when you are doing something – a very informal  

use:They made a cock-up with the bill. | The government is anxious to avoid any more 

cock-ups.2. something you do that is not sensible and has a bad result, which you 

regret laterADJECTIVESa big/great mistake Buying the house was a big mistake.a 
bad/terrible/dreadful mistake Marrying him was the worst mistake she had ever 

made.a disastrous/catastrophic mistake She made it sound like I had made some 
kind of catastrophic mistake.a serious/grave mistake I warned him that I thought he 
was making a serious mistake.a fatal mistake (=a very bad mistake, especially one 

that causes you to fail) His fatal mistake was trying to do everything by himself.a 
costly mistake (=that has a bad result or costs a lot of money) Increasing taxes could 
be a costly mistake for the government.VERBSmake a mistake I am worried that you 

are making a terrible mistake. | I stupidly made the mistake of giving him my phone 
number.learn from your mistakes It is important to learn from your mistakes.repeat 
a mistake No one wants to repeat the mistakes of the past.avoid a mistake Town 
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planners need to avoid the mistakes made in the 1960s.PHRASESit is a mistake to do 

sth It is a mistake to try to see everything in the museum in one day.sb won’t make 
the same mistake again We won’t make the same mistake again. 

mistaken /məˈsteɪkən/ adjective  THESAURUS > wrong (1) 

misty adjective  THESAURUS > cloudy 

misunderstand /ˌmɪsʌndəˈstænd $ -ər-/ verb  to fail to understand someone or 

something correctlyADVERBScompletely misunderstand sb/sth I completely 
misunderstood what he meant.PHRASESsb must have misunderstood sb/sth Rachel, 
you must have misunderstood her! Ellie would never say something like that.don't 

misunderstand me Don’t misunderstand me. She’s a very nice person when you get 

to know her.THESAURUS: misunderstandget sb/sth wrong especially  

spokento misunderstand someone or something – used especially in everyday spoken 

English:Looks like you’ve got it all wrong. | You’ve got me all wrong – that’s not what I  

meant. | Tell me if I’ve got it wrong.mistaketo misunderstand someone’s intentions,  

and react in the wrong way:He was a very private man, and some 

people mistook this for unfriendliness. | I thought she wanted us to leave her alone,  

but I may have been mistaken.misread/misjudgesituation | mood | intentionsto  

wrongly believe that someone’s actions show that they have a particular opinion or  

feeling, or that a situation means that you should behave in a particular way:Eddie  

wondered if he should be scared, too. Maybe he had misjudged the situation. | The 

party completely misread the mood of the voters at the last election.misinterpretto  

not understand the true meaning of someone’s actions or words, so that you believe 

something that is not in fact true:A lot of people misinterpreted what I was saying, and  

have called me a racist. | Struggling with an unfamiliar language, the simplest  

conversations were 

misinterpreted.misconstrue formalsituation | comments | wordsto misunderstand  

a situation or misunderstand what someone says:The others were convinced that he 

had misconstrued the situation. | She claimed that members of the press had 

misconstrued her comments. | My words were, I believe, deliberately 

misconstrued.miss the pointto not understand the main part or meaning of what  

someone is saying or what something is intended to do:I think you’re missing the 

whole point of the film. | If he thinks it’s all about how much profit he can make, then 

he’s missing the point.get the wrong end of the stick BrE informalto make a  

mistake about one part of something that you are told, so that you understand the rest  

of it in completely the wrong way:Maybe I got the wrong end of the stick. I thought  

she was leaving him, not the other way round.  

misunderstanding /ˌmɪsʌndəˈstændɪŋ $ -ər-/ noun  a problem caused by 

someone not understanding a question, situation, or instruction correctlyADJECTIVESa 

serious/terrible misunderstanding Through some terrible misunderstanding the 
wrong person had been arrested.a little/slight misunderstanding We need to clear 
up a little misunderstanding over the bill.a simple misunderstanding (=one that is 
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not serious and is easy to correct) It was a simple misunderstanding: I got the day 

wrong.a complete/total misunderstanding There seems to be a complete 
misunderstanding of how the changes will affect most taxpayers.a fundamental 

misunderstanding (=a misunderstanding of the main point of something) This is 
a fundamental misunderstanding of how the global economy works.a possible 
misunderstanding To avoid any possible misunderstanding, both parties will sign a 

written contract.a widespread misunderstanding (=a misunderstanding that many 
people share) There is a widespread misunderstanding of the purpose of the law.a 
cultural misunderstanding Cultural misunderstandings have led to conflict between 

students.VERBScause/lead to (a) misunderstanding The lack of clear information 
has led to misunderstanding among consumers. | Don’t just assume that you know 
what he means; that can lead to misunderstandings.avoid a misunderstanding State 

clearly what you want, to avoid misunderstandings later on.clear up/correct a 
misunderstanding I want to talk to him, to try to clear up any misunderstandings.be 
based on a misunderstanding (=happen as a result of a misunderstanding) The 

whole argument was based on a misunderstanding.a misunderstanding 
arises/occurs (=it happens) Misunderstandings easily arise between people from 
different cultures. | Many misunderstandings occur because messages are badly 

translated.PREPOSITIONSa misunderstanding about/over sth There is a great deal 
of misunderstanding about his role in the company. | There is some misunderstanding 
over the scope of the project.a misunderstanding between people/countries A 

minor misunderstanding between the two countries led to a diplomatic 
row.PHRASESthere has been a misunderstanding There’s been a 
misunderstanding about what I actually meant.there must be some 

misunderstanding (=used when you think someone has not understood something 
correctly) There must have been some misunderstanding – I didn’t order all these 
books.there is no misunderstanding I am writing to make sure there is no 

misunderstanding between us.sth is all a misunderstanding (=used when saying 
that a situation happened because of a mistake) Why don’t you call him and tell him 
it was all a misunderstanding?a bit of a misunderstanding BrE I’m afraid it’s all a bit 

of a misunderstanding. 

mix /mɪks/ verb  1. if you mix two or more substances or if they mix, they 

combine to become a single substance, and they cannot be easily separated: Oil and 

water don’t mix.PREPOSITIONS/ADVERBSmix sth with sth Mix the sugar with the 
flour.sth mixes with sth Shake the bottle well so that the oil mixes with the 
vinegar.mix sth (and sth) together First mix the butter and sugar together, then add 

the milk.mix sth into sth (=add something, so that it mixes with the other 
things) Mix the herbs into the sauce.mix in sth (=add something, so that it mixes with 
the other things) Mix in a small quantity of baking powder.sth is completely mixed 

(with sth) The powder is completely mixed with the cold water to form a 

paste.THESAURUS: mixcombineto mix things together so that they form a single  

substance. Combine is more formal than mix:Combine the flour and the eggs. | Steel  

is produced by combining iron with carbon.stirto move a spoon or stick around in a  

liquid, a pan etc, especially when you are mixing things together:Keep stirring until the 

sauce becomes thicker. | Stir the sugar into the warm milk. | Stir the paint before you 

use it.blendto mix together soft or liquid substances to form a single smooth  
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substance:Blend the yogurt with fresh fruit for a great drink.beatto mix food together  

quickly and thoroughly using a fork or kitchen tool – used especially about eggs:Beat  

the eggs and add them to the milk and flour.whiskto mix foods that are soft or liquid  

very quickly so that air is mixed in, using a fork or special tool:Whisk the egg whites  

until they form soft peaks.diluteto mix a liquid with water in order to make it  

weaker:Dilute the bleach with two parts water to one part bleach.2. to use different 

styles, ideas, or other thingsPHRASESmix sth and sth/mix sth with sth His music 
mixes jazz and classical styles.be all mixed together The different categories of books 
were all mixed together.mix business with pleasure (=do things that you normally 

enjoy doing in your personal life, when you are doing your work ) I don't like to mix 

business with pleasure.THESAURUS: mixcombineto mix different styles, ideas, or  

other things, so that they work together or become a single thing:Diets are most  

effective when they are combined with exercise. | He combines Greek  

philosophy with Christian teachings.blendto combine parts of different things together,  

especially in a successful and effective way:The teaching  

course blends theory and practice in the classroom. | The film blends together two 

different stories.fuseto combine different styles in order to form a new style:The 

band fuses African rhythms with traditional Celtic music.jumbleto mix things together  

in an untidy way, so that they are not in any order:The jigsaw pieces were all jumbled  

together in the box.  

mixture /ˈmɪkstʃə $ -ər/ noun  a combination of two or more different things, 

feelings, or types of peopleADJECTIVESan interesting/fascinating mixture The town 
is an interesting mixture of the old and the new.a strange/curious/odd/weird 
mixture She felt a strange mixture of excitement and fear.a unique mixture Each 

person has a unique mixture of genes.a rich/eclectic mixture (=one that includes a 
lot of different types of things) This performance was a rich mixture of musical styles, 
from jazz to hip-hop.a heady mixture (=one that has a powerful effect) The novel is a 

heady mixture of drama and horror.an explosive mixture (=likely to cause an 
explosion, or have a powerful effect) The tunnels were full of an explosive mixture of air 

and methane. | His mood was an explosive mixture of self-pity and over-
confidence.PREPOSITIONSa mixture of sb/sth I experienced a mixture of 

emotions.THESAURUS: mixturecombinationtwo or more different things,  

substances etc that are used together or work together:Doctors use a combination  

of drugs to combat the disease. | The business failed due to a combination of bad 

management and a lack of experience.blenda mixture of two or more things, qualities,  

or characteristics, especially ones that combine successfully or in a pleasant way:The 

England team is a good side, with a nice blend of experience and youthful  

energy. | The sauce uses a blend of different ingredients.a cross between sth and 

stha mixture of very different things – used when you are describing what something  

looks or sounds like:The building looked like a cross between a museum and a  

spaceship. | Her music sounds like a cross between the Rolling Stones and Amy 
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Winehouse.hybrid /ˈhaɪbrəd, ˈhaɪbrɪd/something that is produced by combining two or  

more things, especially using advanced scientific methods:Scientists are combining  

human and animal embryos to create genetic hybrids. | These industries use a hybrid  

of different technologies. | The plant is a hybrid of wheat and 

rye.amalgam /əˈmælɡəm/ formala mixture of different things, in which you can still  

recognize the original features:The record is an amalgam of hard rock, jazz, and 

blues.synthesis formalsomething that has been made by combining different things,  

especially information or ideas:The essay should be a synthesis of the information from 

various sources.AN UNTIDY MIXTUREjumblea lot of different things mixed together in  

an untidy way:Rae looked through the jumble of old record albums and 

tapes.mishmash/hodgepodge informala mixture of a lot of different things, styles  

etc that do not seem right together:If you look closely at the individual buildings they 

are a real hodgepodge of styles. | The story is a bit of a mishmash.A MIXTURE OF  

CHEMICAL SUBSTANCEScompounda chemical substance that contains atoms of two or  

more elements:common chemical compounds such as sodium chloridesolutiona liquid  

mixed with a solid or a gas:a weak sugar solution | Use a dilute solution of acetic  

acid (=a weak solution of the acid that is found in vinegar).  

mob /mɒb $ mɑːb/ noun  a large noisy crowd, especially one that is angry and 

violentADJECTIVESan angry mob The speaker was surrounded by an angry mob.an 
unruly mob disapproving (=difficult to control) The police did not know how to deal 
with the unruly mob.a baying mob disapproving (=shouting loudly in a frightening 

way) A baying mob of reporters were waiting outside the courtroom.a lynch mob (=a 
group of people that want to kill someone by hanging them, without a legal trial) The 
man was put in a police cell to save him from a lynch mob.VERBSa mob 

gathers A mob gathered in front of the government building.a mob surrounds 
sb/sth His car was surrounded by a hostile mob.a mob attacks sb/sth Their house 
was attacked by a mob.a mob kills/murders sb He was pursued and killed by 

a mob of 40 white youths.mob + NOUNSmob rule (=when a mob controls the situation 
rather than the government or the law) If leaders lose control, the result is mob 
rule.mob violence The incident led to mob violence against 

immigrants.PREPOSITIONSa mob of people A mob of 150 people attacked police with 
petrol bombs, bottles, and bricks. 

mock /mɒk $ mɑːk/ verb  to laugh at someone or something and try to make 

them look stupid by saying unkind things about them or by copying them: Opposition 
MPs mocked the government’s decision. “Running away?” he mocked.ADVERBSgently 
mock sb/sth Her friends gently mocked her, but she knew they were only joking.be 

widely mocked (=by many people) His comment was widely mocked in the 
press.PHRASESit is easy to mock (sb/sth) It’s easy for you to mock, but we put a lot 

of work into this play.THESAURUS: mockmake fun of sb/sthto make someone 

or something seem stupid by making unkind jokes about them:Peter didn’t seem to 

realize that they were making fun of him. | It used to be fashionable to make fun of  
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the European Parliament. Make fun of is very similar in meaning  

to mock. Mock sounds more formal. Make fun of is the usual expression to use in  

everyday English. laugh at sb/sthto make unkind or funny remarks about someone 

or something, because they seem stupid or strange:I don’t want the other kids to  

laugh at me. | People would laugh at the idea nowadays.poke fun at sb/sthto make 

someone or something seem silly by making jokes about them, especially in a way that  

is funny but not really cruel:a TV series that regularly poked fun at the 

government | He is in no position to poke fun at other people’s use of  

English!ridicule formalsuggestion | idea | notionto say that you think that someone 

or something seems stupid:The White House initially ridiculed the suggestion that  

America might have supplied arms to Iran. | His ideas were widely ridiculed at the 

time (=by many people). | Scientists ridiculed him for doubting the existence of the 

greenhouse effect.deride formalto make remarks that show you think that something  

is stupid or useless – often used when you think that the people who do this are 

wrong:Some forms of alternative medicine – much derided by doctors – have been 

shown to help patients. | Here he was, accepting an award which he had previously  

derided. Often passive.  

model /ˈmɒdl $ ˈmɑːdl/ noun  1. a copy of a building, vehicle, machine etc, 

usually a small copyADJECTIVES/NOUNS + modela wooden/plaster/clay etc 

model There was a wooden model of a sailing ship in a glass case.a full-size/full-
scale model (=a model the same size as the thing that is copied) A full-scale model of 
the shark was used for some of the filming.a scale model (=an accurate model in 

which every part is smaller than the real object by the same amount) The ship is a one-
fifth scale model of Captain Cook’s ship ‘Endeavour’.a working model (=one with 
parts that move) The children built a working model of a windmill.VERBSmake a 

model He made a model of St Paul’s Cathedral.build/construct a model The 
students were building complex models out of wood.assemble a model (=put the 
parts together) To assemble the model, first attach the wheels to the base 

plate.model + NOUNSa model aircraft/train/car etc I loved making model 
aircraft when I was a boy.a model railway BrE He has a model railway in his back 
garden.PREPOSITIONSa model of sth She makes lifelike models of animals.2. a 

particular type of a vehicle or machineADJECTIVESa new model A new model will soon 
be available.the latest model The latest models are much faster.an earlier 
model/the previous model The earlier models were much less reliable.a popular 

model The car is the most popular model in the Renault range.the basic/standard 
model The motor is the same as in the basic model.a luxury/deluxe 
model The luxury model has leather seats and a drinks cabinet.a top-of-the-range 

model A top-of-the-range model will cost at least $7,000.a cheaper/more expensive 
model The cheaper model does not have as many features.VERBSproduce/make a 
model The company has stopped making this model. | The factory will 

start producing the Carina E model later this year.design a model The new model will 
be designed and built in the UK.launch/introduce a model (=make it available for 
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the first time) They’re launching the new model in the autumn.unveil a model (=show 

it for the first time) The company unveiled its latest model at the Motor 
Show.3. someone whose job is to show clothes by wearing them at fashion shows or in 

photographsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + modela fashion model She looks like a fashion 
model.a top model Even top models are often unhappy with their looks.a male 
model Mike could get a job as a male model.a catwalk model BrE a runway 

model AmE (=who walks on a special stage at a fashion show) The average catwalk 
model is 5 ft 9 in tall.a beautiful/glamorous model Magazines are full of pictures 
of glamorous models.a skinny model (=a very thin model) These clothes only look 

good on skinny models.VERBSwork as a model Her mother used to work as a model.a 
model poses The models posed for the cameras.4. something or someone that people 
copyADJECTIVES/NOUNS + modela role model (=someone that you try to copy 

because they have qualities you would like to have) David Beckham is a great role 
model for our children.a good/useful model The Japanese system is a 
very good business model.VERBSuse/take sth as a model You can use this letter as a 

model.serve/act as a model His actions will serve as a model for others.provide a 
model The project might also provide a model for other rural areas in the United 
Kingdom.follow a model The political system follows the 

American model.PREPOSITIONSa model for sth/sb The farm is a model for other 
farms to follow.5. a computer representation or technical description of how something 
is or how it might developADJECTIVES/NOUNS + modela computer model They have 

created a computer model of the economy.a simple model He used a simple model to 
predict when earthquakes would occur.a complex model Only a very complex 
model can explain how all these factors relate to each other.a mathematical 

model Mathematical models are useful for predicting the relative success of alternative 
strategies.a theoretical model Aristotle produced a theoretical model of the 
universe.an economic model The forecast is based on the Treasury’s economic 

model.a scientific model He was working with an outdated scientific 
model.VERBSconstruct/create/develop a model If we have more data, we 
can construct better models. | Scientists can now create computer models of the 

cosmos.base sth on a model The predictions are based on computer models of global 
warming and world food production.PREPOSITIONSa model of sth People have 
developed models of how the Earth has changed throughout its history. 

moderate /ˈmɒdərət, ˈmɒdərɪt $ ˈmɑː-/ adjective  1. not very large or very 

small, hot or cold, fast or slow etcADVERBSrelatively/fairly moderate A relatively 
moderate increase in the price of oil can have a big effect on the economy.NOUNSa 

moderate increase/decrease We have seen a moderate increase in prices.moderate 
growth There has been moderate growth in the economy.a moderate 
amount/number He only eats a moderate amount of sugar.moderate success The 

show was a moderate success.a moderate heat (=not very hot or cold – used about 
cooking) Heat the oil in a pan over a moderate heat.a moderate speed/pace Walk at 
a moderate pace for 20 minutes.moderate exercise/activity The doctor 

recommended moderate exercise, such as walking.moderate drinking (=drinking a 
little alcohol, not a lot) Even moderate drinking can be harmful when pregnant.a 
moderate drinker Moderate drinkers have a lower risk of heart disease than heavy 

drinkers.moderate consumption (=not drinking or eating a lot of 
something) Moderate consumption of caffeine is unlikely to be harmful.2. not having 
strong political or religious opinionsNOUNSmoderate opinions/views His views are 
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more moderate than some other members of his party.moderate policies The 

party’s policies on immigration are surprisingly moderate.a moderate 
politician/leader/government He is regarded as a moderate politician.a moderate 

Republican/Conservative etc The senator is a moderate Republican who supports 
the rights of minorities.moderate voters The party wants to attract moderate 

voters. Moderate is also used as a noun in this meaning: The moderates are a small  

minority of the party (=people with moderate views). ANTONYMS → extreme 

modern /ˈmɒdn $ ˈmɑːdərn/ adjective  1. relating to the present or recent 

timeNOUNSthe modern world In the modern world people can travel anywhere they 

want.modern society/civilization/culture Smaller families are a feature of modern 
society.modern times It was one of the greatest disasters of modern times.the 
modern age/era/period Deaths from infections are much less common in the 

modern age.modern life Computers are an essential part of modern life.modern 
medicine/science Modern medicine has saved thousands of lives.modern 
art/painting/literature/poetry We visited the Museum of Modern Art in New 

York.modern man (=people living now) Modern man's knowledge of the universe is 
based mainly on the scientific discoveries of the last century.modern 
history BrE (=recent history, as a subject of study) Chris has a degree in modern 

history.modern languages BrE (=languages that are spoken today, as a subject of 
study) She studied modern languages at university.PHRASESby modern 

standards (=when compared with what something is like now) The first supermarkets 
were small by modern standards.the modern equivalent of sth Sending an email 

is the modern equivalent of writing a letter.THESAURUS: 

moderncontemporaryart | music | dance | artist | writer | society | life | cult

urerelating to the present time – used especially about music, art  

etc. Contemporary is more formal than modern:The museum had an exhibition  

of contemporary art. | We publish short stories by contemporary writers. | The media  

is very much a feature of contemporary life.modern-

dayreader | audience | visitor | version | equivalent | America | Europeexisting  

in the present time – used when comparing someone or something to a person or thing  

in the past:Modern-day readers will have difficulty imagining how hard life was in those 

days. | Modern-day visitors to the museum can see how their ancestors lived. | His  

novel is a modern-day version of a Dickens novel. | She is the modern-day 

equivalent of Marilyn Monroe. | These stories are typical in modern-day 

America. Modern-day is always used before a noun. 2. using the most recent designs 

or methodsNOUNSmodern technology Modern technology has made it easier to work 

from home.a modern building/house The building is modern, and made from steel 
and glass.a modern kitchen/bathroom The house has a well-equipped modern 
kitchen.modern equipment The army needs more modern equipment.modern 

facilities All rooms in the hotel have modern facilities.modern architecture Most of 
the architecture was very modern.modern methods/techniques They use modern 
methods for analysing the information.a modern design The chairs have a 
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very modern design.a modern look/feel/style The use of light colours gives the 

room a modern look.ADVERBSthoroughly modern (=very modern in every way) The 
hotel is thoroughly modern.ultra-modern (=extremely modern) The house is ultra-

modern, with high-tech gadgets built in everywhere.relatively modern (=fairly 
modern compared to other things) Most of the jewellery on sale was relatively 

modern.THESAURUS: 

modernadvancedtechnology | equipment | weapons | country | society | eco

nomy | system | techniqueusing very modern technology and ideas:The company 

uses the most advanced technology available. | Pay is higher  

in advanced industrial countries. | We use the most advanced techniques in making our  

golf clubs.up-to-dateequipment | methods | technology | facilitiesusing the most  

modern technology and ideas:The hospital has the most up-to-date equipment in the 

country. | Up-to-date methods make lessons exciting and interesting.high-tech/hi-

techequipment | device | goods | products | weapons | industry | company | fi

rm | businessusing very modern technology, especially electronic equipment and 

computers:High-tech listening equipment was used to find survivors in the 

rubble. | Many hi-tech industries are based in Silicon Valley.state-of-the-

arttechnology | equipment | facilities | system | drug | kitchen | softwareusing  

the newest and most modern features, ideas, and materials that are available:Its  

factory uses state-of-the-art technology. | The football club has invested £40 million  

in state-of-the-art training facilities. | The sound system is state-of-the-art.new-

fangledidea | device | gadget | machine | technology | thingused about  

something that is new and modern but which you disapprove of, especially because 

you are old and do not like change:Some people didn’t approve of these new-fangled  

ideas. | My grandfather refuses to use new-fangled devices such as cash machines. | I  

don’t understand all this new-fangled technology. New-fangled is always used before  

a noun. ANTONYMS → old-fashioned 

modest /ˈmɒdəst, ˈmɒdɪst $ ˈmɑː-/ adjective  1. someone who is modest does 

not want to talk about their abilities or achievementsADVERBStoo modest You are 
being too modest – you did a great job.surprisingly modest Both men 
are surprisingly modest about their achievements.characteristically 

modest (=typically modest) Her speech when she received the award 
was characteristically modest.NOUNSa modest man/woman/person He was a 
very modest man, who did not see himself as a hero.a modest smile “I will do my 

best,” he said with a modest smile.PREPOSITIONSmodest about sth He was 

always incredibly modest about his talents.THESAURUS: modestself-

effacing writtenman | woman | manner | modestynot wanting to talk about  

yourself or to attract attention:Her husband was a quiet, self-effacing man who spent  

much of his time in his study. | There was great admiration for Livingstone's honesty  

and self-effacing modesty.unassumingman | woman | manner | way | fashionnot  
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wanting to be noticed and not expecting to be treated in a special way:He hadn't  

expected to find such a quiet unassuming man. | He then began, in typically  

unassuming fashion, to establish the first modern dance company (=in an unassuming  

way). | By now Chapman was famous, but he remained as unassuming as  

ever.humbleman | woman | personbelieving that you are not more important,  

better, or cleverer than other people, and therefore not expecting to be treated in a  

special way:Haavelmo, a humble man who spent much of his time in his mountain  

cottage, was awarded the Nobel Prize for Economics in 1989. | A good leader is humble  

enough to get advice from experts. Humble is often used about a situation in which  

someone is very poor, especially when they later become famous: From these humble  

beginnings in a small French village, he was later to make a big impression on the  

world. | Cooke could never forget his humble  

origins. unpretentiousman | woman | person | charmnot trying to seem better  

than other people, even if you are rich, famous, clever etc:President Eisenhower was a  

friendly and unpretentious man. | He's a very generous actor and one of the most  

unpretentious people I've met. | It’s his unpretentious boyish charm that ensures  

Jackie Chan’s position as one of the giants of international cinema. Unpretentious is  

also used about places and things that do not appear grand, even though you expect  

them to be grand: He was sitting in his unpretentious office surrounded by  

books. self-deprecatinghumour | wit | jokes | manner | smilebehaving or talking  

about your own abilities or achievements in a way that makes them seem 

unimportant. Self-deprecating sounds rather formal and is mainly used in written  

descriptions:Despite his intellect, he had an appealing self-deprecating humour. | The 

nice thing about him is his self-deprecating manner. | She gave a self-deprecating  

smile.2. rather smallADVERBSrelatively/comparatively modest Rates of inflation 

have been relatively modest in recent years.NOUNSa modest amount/sum I 
borrowed a modest amount to buy my house.a modest 
increase/improvement There was a modest increase in the number of births.a 

modest reduction/fall The government was able to achieve a modest reduction in 
unemployment.a modest effect/impact The changes will only have a modest 
effect on the global economy.a modest price/fee His prints could be purchased 

at modest prices.a modest profit Last year, the company made a modest profit of 
£602,000.a modest income/salary His father was on a modest income, and he could 
not afford to send his son to university.modest success She had some modest 

successes with her short stories.THESAURUS: modest→ small (1)  

modesty /ˈmɒdəsti, ˈmɒdɪsti $ ˈmɑː-/ noun  a modest way of behaving or 

talkingADJECTIVESgreat modesty He spoke with great modesty about his 
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achievements.natural modesty His shyness and natural modesty prevented him from 

boasting about his success.false modesty (=when someone pretends to be 
modest) This is no time for false modesty – you should be proud of your 

achievement.VERBSmodesty prevents sb from doing sth also modesty 
forbids often humorous (=you do not want to talk about something because you are 
too modest) Modesty prevents me from mentioning my own part in the team’s 

success.PHRASESwith typical/characteristic modesty “Anyone else would have done 
the same thing,” he said with typical modesty. 

modification AC /ˌmɒdəfəˈkeɪʃən, ˌmɒdɪfəˈkeɪʃən $ ˌmɑː-/ noun  a change made 

to something such as a design, plan, or systemADJECTIVES/NOUNS + modificationa 

minor/slight/small modification I decided to make a few slight modifications to the 
report. | They have used the same process for almost 50 years with only minor 
modifications.a major/important/significant modification We carried out major 

modifications so he could use his wheelchair in the 
house.extensive/considerable/substantial modifications (=a lot of changes) The 
director made extensive modifications to the script. | The existing system 

needed substantial modification.further modification The design may still need 
some further modifications.a necessary modification After testing, we will make 

any necessary modifications.genetic modification (=when the DNA of a living thing is 
changed) These plants have undergone genetic modification.VERBSmake/carry out a 
modification We’ve made one or two modifications to the original design. | The 

team made some modifications to the engine before the race.need/require 
modification Some of the older power stations urgently need modification.undergo 
modification (=be changed) The policy has undergone considerable modification since 

it was first introduced.include a modification also incorporate a 
modification formal I’ve incorporated a few modifications into the new 
program.PREPOSITIONSmodification of sth Modification of the original method 

produced far better results.a modification to sth The Chancellor made some 
final modifications to the budget.a modification in sth Production has speeded up as a 
result of modifications in the process.without/with modification The plough can be 

fitted to a jeep or truck without extensive modifications. 

moist /mɔɪst/ adjective  THESAURUS > damp (1) 

moisture /ˈmɔɪstʃə $ -ər/ noun  small amounts of water that are present in the 

air, in a substance, or on a surfaceVERBSabsorb moisture Plants use their roots 

to absorb moisture from the soil.hold/retain/conserve moisture (=keep 
moisture) Creams can help your skin to retain moisture. | Put the plant cuttings in a 
plastic bag to conserve moisture.trap moisture (=prevent moisture from 

evaporating) Paint on the walls will trap the moisture.lose moisture The soil loses 
moisture and dries out.moisture evaporates (=it disappears into the air) Hot sun 
makes the moisture evaporate.moisture gets into sth also moisture penetrates 

sth formal Moisture can penetrate the wood if it isn’t sealed 
properly.ADJECTIVESexcess moisture Wash the leaves and shake to remove excess 
moisture.moisture + NOUNSmoisture content Your skin’s moisture content changes as 

you get older.moisture level The moisture level has increased.moisture loss Skin can 
become very dry because of moisture loss.PHRASESa drop/droplet of moisture Drops 

of moisture hung in the air.THESAURUS: moisturedampwater on walls or in the 
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air that causes things to be slightly wet – used especially when this has a bad effect  

and causes problems:The walls were covered in damp. | Her son had developed a bad 

cough because of the damp.condensationsmall drops of water that form on windows 

and cold surfaces when steam or warm air touch them:There was condensation on the 

window after he had had a shower.humiditythe amount of water that is in the air:The 

air is hot and dry and the humidity is low. | In Tokyo in summer the humidity is  

very high.  

molecule /ˈmɒlɪkjuːl $ ˈmɑː-/ noun  the smallest unit into which any substance 

can be divided without losing its own chemical nature, usually consisting of two or more 
atomsADJECTIVESa complex molecule Genetic material is made up from a complex 

molecule known as DNA.a simple molecule The substance consists of simple 
molecules.a large/small molecule There are two kinds of small molecule in the 
chain.a single/individual molecule The alteration of a single molecule can produce 

big changes.VERBScontain a molecule Each red blood cell contains about 200 
million molecules of haemoglobin.form/produce a molecule The atoms combine 
to form molecules.bind a molecule (=join it to something) The 

different molecules are bound to the same metal ion.NOUNS + moleculea 
water/protein/DNA molecule Each water molecule contains two atoms of hydrogen 

and one atom of oxygen.PREPOSITIONSa molecule of sth The molecules of oxygen 
gas contain just two atoms. 

moment /ˈməʊmənt $ ˈmoʊ-/ noun  1. a particular point in timeADJECTIVESthe 

right moment I’m just waiting for the right moment to tell her.the perfect 

moment Now would be the perfect moment to visit the area.a good/bad 
moment also an opportune/inopportune moment formal (=a good or bad time to 
do something) The occasion provided an opportune moment for the couple to announce 

their engagement.the exact/precise moment Her stomach chose that precise 
moment to make a loud noise.an important/crucial/critical moment This was 
probably the most important moment in his life. | He lost his confidence at the crucial 

moment, and his opponent won.a historic moment (=one that is important in 
history) The fall of the Berlin Wall was a historic moment.a defining moment (=a very 
important moment which has a big effect on something) The speech was a defining 

moment in her career.the worst moment of sth Hearing that news was the worst 
moment of my life.sb’s finest moment (=when someone was most successful or 

admired) The performance was one of the band’s finest moments.sb’s proudest 
moment (=when someone did the thing they are most proud of) My proudest 
moment was when my daughter was born.a special/memorable moment It was a 

really special moment when my boyfriend asked me to marry him. | There have been 
many memorable moments in this year’s Olympics.an 
awkward/tense/difficult/embarrassing moment There was an awkward 

moment when he didn’t know what to say to her.VERBS + momentenjoy the 
moment also savour the moment formal She found herself laughing, enjoying the 
moment. | He seemed to savour every moment of their conversation.capture the 

moment (=photograph or describe something in a way that shows exactly what 
something is like) The film captures the moment when Kennedy first became 
president.remember/recall a moment Fritz was able to recall every moment of that 

extraordinary day.relive the moment (=experience something again by thinking 
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about it, talking about it etc) In court she had to relive the moment she heard her son 

was dead.choose a moment to do sth (=do something at a particular time) Ellie 
wondered why he had chosen this moment to reveal his plans.dread a moment (=feel 

anxious or worried about something that will happen) Then came the moment I 
was dreading: getting my exam results.moment + VERBSa moment 
comes/arrives Eventually the dreaded moment came, and I had to get up on stage 

and speak.a moment passes (=it is no longer the right time for something) He tried 
to apologize but the moment had passed.PHRASESat the moment/at the present 
moment (=now) The situation is a little difficult just at the moment. | At the present 

moment, there are 500 students at the school.at that/this moment Just at that 
moment there was a knock on the door.from the moment (=from that time) I could 
tell something was wrong from the moment I walked in through the front door.from 

that moment on (=after that time) From that moment on we became firm friends.just 
this/that moment (=only a very short time ago) I had just that moment got home.at 
any given moment (=at any particular time) We knew exactly what we would be 

doing at any given moment of the week.from moment to moment/moment by 
moment (=used when emphasizing that something changes quickly) The colours of the 
sunset changed from moment to moment.at this moment in time formal (=now) At 

this moment in time it would be inappropriate to comment.every waking 
moment (=all the time you are awake) Shelby and Nathan spend every waking 

moment together. You can also use very with moment, when saying that something  

happens exactly at a particular time: At that very moment, the doorbell rang. He is  

with her at this very moment. 2. a very short period of timeADJECTIVESa brief 

moment For a brief moment, he looked directly at her.a fleeting moment (=a very 
short time) For a fleeting moment she wanted to run away.a long moment He was 

silent for a long moment before replying.a spare moment (= when you are not doing 
other things) She spent every spare moment in the library.VERBStake a moment Can I 
ask you something? It will only take a moment, I promise. | Coleman took a moment to 

reply.spend a moment He spent a few moments thinking about what to do next.wait 
a moment Wait a moment while I get my coat.pause/hesitate (for) a 
moment (=stop speaking or doing something for a short time) Lisa paused a moment, 

then said yes. | Paul hesitated a moment before following her.spare a 
moment (=used when asking someone if they have a short time available to spend 
with you) Can you spare a moment to go through some figures with me?a moment 

passes A few moments passed before he started to speak.PHRASESa moment ago I 
saw him outside just a moment ago.just a moment (=used when telling someone to 
wait) Just a moment, I’ll go and get her.at a moment’s notice (=as soon as you are 

asked to do something) Firefighters need to be ready at a moment’s notice.when sb 
has a moment (=when someone has some free time to do something) Can you call 
me when you have a moment?there’s never a dull moment (=something is always 

exciting or full of activity) There’s never a dull moment with Chris 
around!PREPOSITIONSfor a moment It was quiet for a moment, then Rae spoke.after 
a moment After a moment, Rex came back into the room.in a moment/in a few 

moments (=very soon) I’ll come back to that point in a moment.a moment of 
sth There was a long moment of silence. 

momentary /ˈməʊməntəri $ ˈmoʊmənteri/ adjective  THESAURUS > short (1) 
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momentous adjective  THESAURUS > important (1) 

momentum /məʊˈmentəm, mə- $ moʊ-, mə-/ noun  the ability to keep 

increasing, developing, or being more successfulVERBSgain/build (up)/gather 

momentum (=become more and more successful) The campaign to change the law 
is gaining momentum.lose momentum If a film loses momentum, the audience 
becomes bored.regain momentum (=make it start again) The American economy was 

struggling to regain momentum.have momentum They will 
soon have enough momentum to achieve independence.maintain momentum It is 
essential to maintain the momentum of economic growth.keep the momentum 

going also sustain the momentum formal (=make it continue) Hopefully we 
can keep the momentum going and win the next game as well.create/generate 
momentum Winning this vote created the momentum to carry his election campaign 

forward.give momentum to sth The bombing of a church in 1963 gave momentum 
to the US civil rights movement.momentum builds/grows Momentum is building for 
a review of the law.ADJECTIVESpolitical/economic momentum Obama had political 

momentum because he symbolized something new.unstoppable/irresistible 
momentum (=that cannot be stopped) The social changes began to gather irresistible 
momentum.new momentum The agreement was small, but it gave new momentum to 

the talks.strong momentum In Britain there has been strong momentum for 
reform.PREPOSITIONSmomentum for sth There was an irresistible momentum 
for change. 

monarchy /ˈmɒnəki $ ˈmɑːnərki/ noun  the system in which a country is ruled 

by a king or queenADJECTIVESa constitutional/parliamentary monarchy (=one 
where there is a parliament as well as a king or queen) Britain has a constitutional 

monarchy where the Queen acts on the advice of her prime minister.a hereditary 
monarchy (=one in which the king or queen’s son or daughter becomes the next 
monarch) The Principality of Monaco is a hereditary monarchy.an absolute 

monarchy (=one where the king or queen has complete power) Until 1990 Nepal was 
an absolute monarchy.a strong monarchy At that time, the country had a strong 
monarchy.VERBShave a monarchy Britain has a monarchy.abolish the 

monarchy (=get rid of the monarchy) The new communist 
government abolished the monarchy.overthrow the monarchy (=get rid of a 
monarchy using force) The monarchy was overthrown in a military coup.establish a 

monarchy They tried to establish a monarchy, but failed.restore the 
monarchy (=bring back a monarchy that existed before) He wanted 
to restore the monarchy in Russia. 

money /ˈmʌni/ noun  what you use to buy things, in the form of notes or 

coinsVERBS + moneyhave ... money I didn’t have enough money to pay for 
it.make/earn money Beth wanted to get a job and earn some money.spend money 

(on sth) He spent all his money on computer equipment.cost money/cost a lot of 
money Good food doesn’t have to cost a lot of money.save money (=use less 
money) Companies fired workers to save money.make money (=make a profit) The 

farm was beginning to make money at last.lose money (=not make a profit, so that 
you then have less money) The movie didn’t attract audiences and lost money for the 
studio.pay money (for sth) Has he paid the money he owes you?lend sb money My 

dad lent me money to buy a car.borrow money They arranged to borrow money from 
the bank to buy a house.owe sb money He owes the bank a lot of money.waste 
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money (on sth) Don’t waste your money on a computer that doesn’t have enough 

memory.raise money (=do something to get money for a charity, school etc) The 
Christmas fair raises money for the school.save up money She had saved 

up enough money to buy a car.refund sb’s money/give sb their money 
back (=give money back to a customer) We regret that we are unable to refund money 
on tickets.Don’t say gain money. Say make money.money + VERBSmoney goes on 

sth (=is spent on something) All the money went on doctor’s bills.money comes from 
sth Their money came from drugs.money comes in (=you get money, usually from 
working) My husband lost his job, so we had less money coming in.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ moneyprize money They won a million dollars in prize money.pocket 
money BrE (=a small amount of money that parents regularly give their children) How 
much pocket money do you get?government/taxpayers’/public money More 

government money should be spent on improving the railways.spending money We 
had £500 spending money saved for our holiday.good money (=a lot of 
money) Preston earns good money as a lawyer.easy money (=money that you earn 

easily) For many, selling drugs seems like easy money.big money informal (=a very 
large amount of money) Basketball players make big money.money + NOUNSmoney 
problems/worries She had a good job and no money worries.money 

laundering (=the crime of putting money that someone has got illegally into banks 
and businesses in order to hide where it came from) Dawson was arrested for money 
laundering.PHRASESa sum of money also an amount of money £10,000 seemed a 

huge sum of money to me.be a waste of money Fancy clothes for a baby are a waste 
of money.be value for money BrE (=used when saying that something is worth the 
amount of money you pay for it) The holiday was excellent value for 

money.PREPOSITIONSmoney for sth They were so poor that they didn’t have 

much money for food.THESAURUS: moneycashmoney in the form of coins and 

notes:I usually pay in cash. | He didn’t have any cash on him (=he didn't have any 

cash with him). | We accept cash or credit cards.currencythe money used in a  

particular country:The dollar gained in value against other currencies. | The country  

may be forced to leave the single European currency.changemoney in the form of  

coins of low value:Do you have any small change?note BrE bill AmEa piece of paper  

money:She paid with a £20 note. | I handed him a $5 bill.coina flat round piece of  

metal used as money:She put some coins into the parking meter. | He took a coin out  

of his pocket.a ten-pence/50-cent etc piecea coin worth a particular amount:Do 

you have any more 20-pence pieces?  

monitor AC /ˈmɒnɪtə $ ˈmɑːnətər, ˈmɑːnɪtər/ verb  to carefully watch and check a 

situation in order to see how it changesADVERBScarefully/closely monitor sth The 
temperature is carefully monitored.strictly monitor sth Water usage is strictly 

monitored.constantly/continuously monitor sth The situation is being constantly 
monitored.regularly/routinely monitor sth The company regularly monitors the 
performance of managers.effectively monitor sth Schools need to monitor student 

progress effectively.actively monitor sth We actively monitor air quality in the 
area.NOUNSmonitor progress The project team has regular meetings to monitor 
progress.monitor the level of sth The equipment monitors oxygen levels in the 

atmosphere.monitor a situation The government is monitoring the 
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situation closely.monitor sb’s performance The job 

involves monitoring the performance of staff.monitor the quality of 
sth They monitor the quality of the drinking water.monitor 

developments/changes We will continue to monitor developments in the 
region.monitor the effectiveness of sth They discussed ways 
to monitor the effectiveness of the policy.monitor the effects of sth The study 

will monitor the health effects of heavy traffic.monitor sb’s/sth’s 
movements Police monitored his movements very closely.monitor sb’s/sth’s 
activities Military patrols monitor the activities of submarines in the area. 

monopoly /məˈnɒpəli $ məˈnɑː-/ noun  complete control of a business, industry, 

or activity, so that other organizations cannot competeADJECTIVES/NOUNS + monopolya 
virtual/near monopoly (=almost a complete monopoly) The company had a virtual 
monopoly on this type of computer system.a state/government monopoly They 

wanted to end the state monopoly of television.a local/national monopoly The local 
monopoly has been opened up to new rivals.a natural monopoly (=a situation in 
which it seems easiest for one organization to control something) The water industry is 

regarded as a natural monopoly because duplicating supply networks is 
expensive.VERBShave a monopoly also hold a monopoly formal For years Bell 

Telephone had a monopoly on telephone services in the US.break/end a 
monopoly The government wants to break the monopoly of the big energy 
companies.create a monopoly There are fears that the merger between the two 

companies will create a monopoly.PHRASESa monopoly of power (=the position of 
being the only person or organization that can have political power) The people want an 
end to the ruling party’s monopoly of power.PREPOSITIONSa monopoly on/over 

sth The firm had a monopoly on sugar processing. | They want to end the 
state’s monopoly over broadcasting. 

monotonous /məˈnɒtənəs $ məˈnɑː-/ adjective  THESAURUS > boring 

monster /ˈmɒnstə $ ˈmɑːnstər/ noun  1. an imaginary or ancient creature that is 

large, ugly, and frighteningADJECTIVES/NOUNS + monstera huge/giant monster He 
was worried that some huge monster would jump out and attack him.an ugly/hideous 
monster We read a story about an ugly monster who falls in love with a beautiful 

princess.a scary monster (=one that is frightening) All kinds of scary monsters were 
supposed to live in the forest.a space monster In the movie, the planet is taken over 
by space monsters.a prehistoric monster (=an ancient monster) He believed they 

had found the bones of a prehistoric monster.a sea monster In the story, Andromeda 
is saved from a sea monster.the Loch Ness monster (=a monster that some people 
believe lives in a lake in Scotland) People have searched for years for the Loch Ness 

monster.Frankenstein’s monster (=the monster in the story of Frankenstein) They 
are worried that the scientists will create another Frankenstein’s monster.VERBScreate 
a monster Dr Frankenstein created a monster.monster + NOUNSmonster 

movie ‘Godzilla’ was a great monster movie.2. a very cruel or evil 
personADJECTIVESan evil monster Pol Pot was an evil monster who was responsible 
for the deaths of millions.VERBSportray sb as a monster also make a monster out 

of sb (=show someone as a monster) The newspapers often portray him as a monster. 

month /mʌnθ/ noun  one of the 12 periods of time that a year is divided into, or 

a period of about 4 weeksADJECTIVES/NOUNS + monthlast month The restaurant 

opened last month.the previous/preceding month Sales were lower than in the 
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previous month.next month The movie will be released next month.the following 

month (=the month after the one you have just mentioned) By the following month he 
had raised over £400.the coming months (=the next few months) Further work is 

planned for the coming months.the past month He had been off work for the past 
month.the summer/autumn etc months It’s very cold here during the winter 
months.a calendar month (=one of the 12 named months of the year) We get paid on 

the last day of the calendar month.VERBSspend a 
month I spent four months travelling around Europe.sth takes a 
month It took several months to sort the problem out.a month passes (by)/goes 

by Seven months went by before he returned.PHRASESthe beginning/end/middle of 
the month You’ll receive your wages at the end of the month.once/twice etc a 
month We update the schedule at least once a month.in recent months He had 

started to drink heavily in recent months.time of the month This is the busiest time of 
the month.the months of the year We’re learning the months of the year in 
German.the month of April/June etc It snowed heavily during the month of 

January.PREPOSITIONSfor a month We stayed in Denver for a month.in/during a 
month In that month he had only earned £150. 

monument /ˈmɒnjəmənt, ˈmɒnjʊmənt $ ˈmɑː-/ noun  1. something such as a 

statue that is built to remind people of an important event or famous 
personADJECTIVESa national monument In Amsterdam there is a national monument 
honoring Dutch victims of World War II.a fitting monument (=a suitable 

monument) The statue is a fitting monument to Churchill.VERBSbuild/erect/put up a 
monument Local people have erected a monument on the spot where she died.a 
monument commemorates sb/sth (=it is there to make people remember someone 

or something) The monument commemorates soldiers who gave their 
lives.PREPOSITIONSa monument to sb/sth Outside the gate is a monument to King 
Charles IV.2. a very old building or place that is important in historyADJECTIVESan 

ancient/historic/prehistoric monument There are many castles, churches, and 
other ancient monuments to visit in the area.a famous/important monument The 
Taj Mahal is one of the most famous monuments in the world.a national 

monument Melrose Abbey is now a national monument.a public monument The 
organization is responsible for preserving important public monuments.an industrial 
monument The old mine has now become an industrial monument. 

mood /muːd/ noun  the way you feel at a particular timeADJECTIVESa 

good/cheerful mood (=happy) You’re in a good mood this morning!a bad 
mood (=angry) The news had put her in a bad mood.a foul mood (=very 

angry) Watch what you say; he’s in a foul mood.a black mood BrE (=very angry or 
sad) His earlier black mood seemed to have gone.a confident/optimistic mood He 
started the game in a confident mood.a relaxed mood She was clearly in a relaxed 

mood as she chatted to friends.a festive mood (=a mood in which you want to enjoy 
yourself and celebrate something) The fans were in a festive mood after their team won 
the championship.a sombre mood BrE a somber mood AmE (=serious and rather 

sad) His death has put the country in a sombre mood.the general mood (=the mood 
of a group of people) One soldier expressed the general mood of fear and failure in a 
letter home.the public/national mood (=the mood of the people in a country) The 

public mood was one of anger and frustration.the prevailing mood (=the one that 
exists in a group of people at a particular time) The prevailing mood in the country was 
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optimistic.mood + VERBSsb’s mood changes Suddenly his mood changed, and he 

laughed.sb’s mood improves By the next morning, her mood had improved.VERBS 

+ moodmatch/suit sb’s mood (=be like someone’s mood) The terrible 

weather matched their mood.reflect/capture sb’s mood (=show what someone is 
feeling) His comments reflected the national mood.lighten/lift sb’s mood (=make 
someone feel happier) The sun was streaming in the window, but it did nothing 

to lighten his mood.dampen sb’s mood (=make someone feel less happy) The 
thought that the holiday would end soon dampened her mood.gauge sb’s mood (=try 
to decide what someone’s mood is) He looked at her for a moment, trying to gauge her 

mood.mood + NOUNSmood swings (=sudden changes of mood) Sudden mood 
swings can be a sign of mental illness.PREPOSITIONSin a good/confident etc 
mood John arrived for his interview in a confident mood.PHRASESa mood of 

optimism/despair/excitement etc There is a new mood of optimism.a change of 
mood Michael underwent one of his sudden changes of mood.the mood of the 
time/moment (=the way people in general feel at a particular time) The movie 

captured the mood of the moment.be in the mood (for sth) (=feel like doing 
something) I don’t want to go to the party. I’m not in the mood. 

moral /ˈmɒrəl $ ˈmɔː-/ adjective  relating to the principles of what is right and 

wrong behaviour, and to the difference between good and evilNOUNSmoral 
standards Has there been a decline in moral standards in our society?moral 
principles He refused to lie – it was against his moral principles.moral values (=the 

types of behaviour that a society believes are good) Schools teach moral values both by 
example and in lessons.a moral duty/obligation/responsibility (=something you 
should do for moral reasons) If you have a child, you have a moral obligation to take 

care of him or her.a moral judgment We shouldn’t make moral judgments about the 
way other people live their lives.a moral code (=a set of beliefs about right and 
wrong) His own moral code is based on his religious beliefs.sb’s moral 

authority (=influence that someone has because people believe their principles are 
right) Corruption in government destroys its moral authority.a moral dilemma (=a 
difficult decision for moral reasons) Doctors face a moral dilemma when a patient can 

be kept alive but has no chance of real recovery.a moral issue There is a debate on 
the moral issues surrounding the use of animals in medical research.moral 
superiority (=the idea that you are morally right and other people are not) People 

from rich countries have a sense of moral superiority.moral fibre BrE moral 
fiber AmE (=the emotional strength to do what is right) Some people say there is a 
lack of moral fibre in our society.sb’s moral sense (=a feeling for what is right and 

what is wrong) Children’s moral sense develops over a number of years.the moral 
order (=the way societies are organized according to moral standards) Hitler posed the 
greatest threat to the moral order of the world that history has ever seen.a moral 

imperative (=something that must be done for moral reasons) He felt that rescuing 
the hostages was a moral imperative.PHRASESon moral grounds (=for moral 
reasons) He was opposed to hunting on moral grounds. 

morale /məˈrɑːl $ məˈræl/ noun [U]  the level of confidence and positive feelings 

that people have, especially people who work together, who belong to the same team 
etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS + moralemorale is high/good Morale among the staff 

was high.low/poor morale The pay levels have resulted in low morale within the 
company.morale is shaky (=morale that could easily become low) The team’s morale 
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is shaky after their series of losses.sagging morale (=when people are getting less 

confident and positive) He did his best to boost the sagging morale of the civil 
service.staff/team morale Positive feedback is good for staff 

morale.VERBSraise/improve morale The special meetings were intended to raise 
morale.boost/bolster morale (=improve morale) The wins 
have boosted team morale.keep up/maintain morale (=keep morale high) It was 

becoming difficult to keep up the morale of the troops.restore morale (=make people 
confident and positive again) The new manager realized that his first job would be 
to restore morale.affect morale The uncertainty has badly affected 

morale.lower/damage morale We need to avoid damaging people’s morale.sap 
morale (=gradually weaken it) Knowing it was all pointless sapped my morale.destroy 
morale The possibility of big job cuts was destroying morale.morale + NOUNSa morale 

booster/boost (=something that improves morale) A letter from home was always a 
morale booster.morale problems (=when the morale of a group is low) A lack of 
information can cause morale problems.PHRASESa lack/loss of morale Rising sickness 

levels among your employees may show a loss of morale.sth is good/bad for 
morale Well-deserved praise is always good for morale. 

morals /ˈmɒrəlz/ nounall of the basic ideas that a person or group of people has 

about what is morally good and rightADJECTIVESpublic morals (=the standards of 
behaviour, especially sexual behaviour, expected by people in a society) They wanted 
to protect public morals and stop the film from being shown.high/strong morals Her 

father had high morals and was very strict with his children.loose morals (=low 
standards of sexual behaviour – often used humorously) They thought the city was full 
of women of loose morals.sexual morals Some people believe that unmarried mothers 

are evidence of declining sexual morals.VERBShave no morals/not have any 
morals I don’t think he has any morals at all.corrupt sb’s morals Magazines like 
this corrupt the morals of young people.morals are declining He felt that society’s 

morals were declining, as shown by increases in public drunkenness and 
violence.PHRASESa decline in public morals Some people think there has been a 

decline in public morals in recent years.THESAURUS: moralsmoralityideas about  

what is right and wrong, and what is acceptable behaviour – used when talking about  

whether it is right to do a particular thing, or when talking about moral standards  

generally:Several advisers had very different views on the morality of the action (=on 

whether it was morally right). | They wanted to ban the film, on the grounds of  

protecting public morality.ethicsmoral rules for deciding what is right and wrong –  

often used about this as a subject that people study and discuss:Doctors must follow a  

strict code of ethics. | I’m not sure about the ethics of using human embryos for  

research (=I’m not sure that it is morally right).principlesmoral rules or beliefs about  

what is right and wrong, which make you decide what you should and should not do:He 

stuck to his principles and spoke out against injustice, despite the risks. | It is against  

their principles to kill any living thing.valuesyour ideas about what is important in  

life:During the 1960s, many young people rejected their parents’ values. | He stressed  

the importance of spiritual values.scruplesbeliefs about what is right and wrong that  
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prevent you from doing bad things:She had no scruples about listening to their private  

conversation. | My scruples would not allow me to interfere in their relationship.  

more /mɔː $ mɔːr/ determiner pronoun [comparative of ‘many’ and ‘much’]  a 

greater amount or number: The government should spend more on 

education.PHRASESsome more Can I have some more coffee?a lot more Diane 
earns a lot more than I do.one more I have one more question.more than ever 
before More people are buying new cars than ever before.a few dollars/pounds etc 

more The treatment only costs a few dollars more.PREPOSITIONSmore than 
sth (=over) Our plane took off more than two hours late. | More than a quarter of the 
students never finished their courses.more of sth Viewers want better television, 

and more of it.more of us/you/them etc Perhaps next year more of us will be able to 

afford holidays abroad.THESAURUS: 

morefurther formalinformation | details | evidence | question | discussion | te

sts | investigation | researchas well as the ones that you have already 

mentioned:For further information, please visit our website. | She will remain in  

hospital for further tests. | They waited for a further two 

hours.supplementary formalquestion | information | material | incomein addition  

to the main part of something:There is one supplementary question I wanted to  

ask. | Supplementary information is available on request. | There are plenty of  

supplementary materials which you can use with the coursebook. | The form asks you 

to give details of any supplementary  

income.extramoney | cost | time | help | work | resources | care | effort | spac

ein addition to the usual or standard cost, time, amount etc:They agreed to lend us the 

extra money. | The weather conditions are very bad, so allow some extra time for your  

journey. | He's getting old and needs some extra help. | Some stores charge extra for  

delivery. | Postage is extra (=you must pay for it separately). | They let the kids stay  

up an extra  

hour.additionalinformation | cost | charge | resources | funds | income | suppo

rt | problemsextra. Additional is more formal than extra:We need some additional  

information from you. | The additional cost will be paid by the taxpayer. | There may 

be an additional charge for paying bills by credit card. | An evening job would  

provide additional income.  

morning /ˈmɔːnɪŋ $ ˈmɔːr-/ noun  the early part of the day, from when the sun 

rises until 12 o’clock in the middle of the dayADJECTIVES/NOUNS + morninggood 
morning (=used when meeting someone in the morning) Good morning, 

class!Friday/Saturday etc morning I’ll see you on Monday morning.this/that 
morning What did you do this morning? | That morning when I got up, I remember it 
was raining.tomorrow/yesterday morning Can you have the report ready 

by tomorrow morning? | I haven’t seen her since yesterday morning.the next 
morning/the following morning His meeting was not until the next 
morning.early/late morning A light frost covered the fields in the early morning. | By 

the time he woke, it was late morning.all morning/the whole morning It took me all 
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morning to do the washing.a beautiful/sunny/cold etc morning Outside it was 

a beautiful morning. | Hot coffee tastes good on a cold morning.a summer/spring etc 
morning They set off on a beautiful spring morning.morning + NOUNSthe morning 

sun/light/mist The morning sun was shining through the curtains of their bedroom.a 
morning coffee/run/swim She read the paper while drinking her morning coffee.the 
morning paper/news The story was in all the morning papers.the morning 

train/flight She took the morning flight back to London.VERBSspend the 
morning She had planned to spend the morning shopping.PHRASESearly in the 
morning He has to get up very early in the morning.first thing in the morning (=at 

the beginning of the morning) I’ll call him first thing in the morning.from morning till 
night (=all day) He studied from morning till night every day.morning, noon, and 
night (=all the time) She complains morning, noon, and night.take the morning 

off He got permission from his boss to take the morning off.PREPOSITIONSin the 
morning You’ll feel better in the morning.during the morning Were you allowed a 
break during the morning?for the morning Do you have anything planned for the 

morning?on Monday/Friday etc morning I left on Monday morning.on the morning 
of July 4th/May 12th etc formal She was reported missing on the morning 
of September 30th, 2008.Don’t say I did some gardening on the morning. Say I did 

some gardening in the morning. 

mosquito /məˈskiːtəʊ $ -toʊ/ noun (plural mosquitoes or mosquitos)  a small 

flying insect that sucks the blood of people and animals, sometimes spreading the 

disease malariaVERBSbe bitten by a mosquito Steve had been bitten by a mosquito.a 
mosquito spreads/carries a disease also a mosquito transmits a 
disease formal Infected mosquitoes transmit yellow fever.mosquito + NOUNSa 

mosquito bite My arm was covered in mosquito bites.a mosquito net (=a net used to 
keep mosquitoes out) Each bed had a mosquito net.a mosquito 
repellent (=substance you put on your skin to keep mosquitoes away) Make sure you 

take some mosquito repellent with you.PHRASESa swarm of mosquitoes (=a large 
group of them) Swarms of mosquitoes were flying around.a mosquito-borne 
disease/illness (=carried by mosquitoes) Malaria is a mosquito-borne disease. 

most /məʊst $ moʊst/ determiner pronoun [the superlative of ‘many’ and 

‘much’]  nearly all of the people or things in a group, or nearly all of 
something: Most people think he is doing a good job. Most evenings we just stay in and 

watch TV. Some were barefoot, most were in rags.PREPOSITIONSmost of Most of what 
Hannah told me wasn’t true. | It was Sunday evening and most of the shops were 
shut.PHRASESmost of the time Most of the time it’s very quiet here.like most 

people/unlike most people Like most people, I try to take a vacation every year. 

mother /ˈmʌðə $ -ər/ noun [C]  a female parent of a child or 

animalADJECTIVES/NOUNS + mothera good/better mother I sometimes wish I’d 
been a better mother.a bad mother Women who went out to work after having 

children were regarded as bad mothers.a loving mother I was lucky to have such a 
loving mother.a single/unmarried/lone mother (=who has to bring up a child 
without the help of a father) You can’t blame all society’s problems on single 

mothers.an unmarried mother The rise in the number of unmarried mothers is most 
dramatic in Northern Europe and the United States.a widowed mother (=whose 
husband has died) Keith shared the cottage with his widowed mother.sb’s 

real/birth/biological mother When she was 18, she was told the identity of her real 
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mother.sb’s foster mother (=a woman who looks after a child instead of its real 

mother) Many women want to become foster mothers, but they are unable to because 
of unnecessary rules and regulations.a surrogate mother (=who gives birth to a baby 

for another woman) There are a lot of ethical issues surrounding the use of surrogate 
mothers.a teenage mother Teenage mothers often have a hard time.a full-time 
mother She gave up job in order to become a full-time mother.sb’s late 

mother (=who has died) Her late mother was also an actress.VERBSbecome a 
mother Helen became a mother quite late in life.resemble/take after your 
mother (=be like your mother) Boys often take after their mothers.mother + NOUNSa 

mother figure (=someone who seems like a mother to you) She was like a mother 
figure to Charles.PHRASESa mother of two/three etc Janet is a full-time teacher 

and a mother of two.THESAURUS: 

mothermum BrE informal mom AmE informalused when talking to your mother, or  

about someone’s mother:My mum and dad won’t mind if you want to stay the 

night. | Mom, where’s my sweater?mummy BrE mommy AmEa name for mother,  

which is used especially by young children or when you are talking to young 

children:Where’s Mummy, Abbie?ma AmE old-fashionedused when talking to your  

mother, or about someone’s mother:Ma stirred the soup on the stove.mama old-

fashionedused when talking to your mother, or about someone’s mother:Mama seldom 

disagreed with  

Papa.stepmother also stepmum BrE informal stepmom AmE informala woman who 

is married to your father, who is not your mother:the wicked stepmother in fairy  

stories  

motion /ˈməʊʃən $ ˈmoʊ-/ noun  1. the process or action of 

movingADJECTIVESconstant/perpetual/continuous motion (=moving all the 
time) Her hands were in constant motion as she talked.a forward/backward 

motion The sudden forward motion of the train caused him to fall.an 
upward/downward motion She cut the apple with one swift downward motion of the 
knife.a rocking/swinging motion The rocking motion of the boat made Sylvia feel 

sick.a circular motion He made a circular motion with his fingers.a twisting 
motion Push the pipe into place with a twisting motion.a repetitive motion Many 
factory workers suffer injuries caused by repetitive motion.planetary 

motion (=movement of planets) Kepler discovered laws of planetary motion.motion + 

NOUNSmotion sickness (=a sick feeling some people have when travelling in a car, 
plane etc) Don’t read in the car if you suffer from motion sickness.a motion 

sensor/detector Doors with motion sensors swing open as you 
arrive.PREPOSITIONSin motion (=moving) Please remain seated while the bus is in 

motion.the motion of sth The motion of the ship was making me feel ill.2. a formal 
suggestion made at a meeting, which is decided on by votingVERBSpropose/put 
forward a motion also table a motion BrE He put forward a motion to elect a new 

chairperson. | They tabled a motion calling for the withdrawal of 
troops.debate/consider a motion The party will debate a motion to legalize sales of 
the drug.support/back a motion Several officials supported the motion.second a 

motion (=say officially that you support a motion made by someone 
else) The motion was seconded by Ross.sign a motion 130 
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MPs signed a motion opposing the bill.vote on a motion (=vote to decide what will 

happen) Party members will be asked to vote on the motion.vote for/against a 
motion Most committee members voted against the motion.approve/pass/carry a 

motion The motion was carried by 9 votes to 1.oppose a 
motion Doherty opposed the motion.defeat/reject a 
motion The motion was defeated by 104 votes to 147.a motion calls for 

sth Politicians signed a motion calling for reforms.NOUNS + motiona no-confidence 
motion also a motion of no confidence (=stating that people no longer think 
someone or something is effective) They submitted a no-confidence motion against the 

government.a recall motion AmE (=stating that someone should be removed from a 
political job) The presidential recall motion was approved. 

motivation AC /ˌməʊtəˈveɪʃən, ˌməʊtɪˈveɪʃən $ ˌmoʊ-/ noun  1. the reason why 

you want to do somethingADJECTIVESthe main/primary/prime motivation The main 

motivation was a desire to improve the lives of ordinary people.a 
political/religious/financial motivation He denied that there was any political 
motivation behind the investigation.a strong/powerful motivation The desire to 

escape ordinary life can be a strong motivation for travel.an underlying 
motivation (=the real reason why someone did something, which is different from the 

reason that they say at the time) The underlying motivation was to save money.an 
unconscious motivation (=one that you do not realise is the real reason why you 
want to do something) A desire to hurt his brother may have been the unconscious 

motivation for his actions.VERBSunderstand sb’s motivation I 
never understood his motivation for wanting the job.question sb’s motivation People 
started to question the company’s motivation for offering to help.provide a 

motivation The unusual situation provided a motivation to make 
changes.PREPOSITIONSthe motivation for (doing) sth What was the motivation 
for changing the system?the motivation behind sth The motivation behind the attack 

was not immediately clear.2. eagerness and willingness to do something without 
needing to be told or forced to do itADJECTIVES/NOUNS + motivationstrong/high 
motivation Ella found learning difficult despite her strong motivation.poor/low 

motivation Many of the children show poor motivation.employee/student 
motivation A good choice of courses helps maintain student 
motivation.individual/personal motivation We want to increase individual 

motivation and commitment.human motivation Human motivation is 
complex.VERBSlack motivation Jack is an intelligent child, but he lacks 
motivation.lose motivation Students quickly lose motivation if lessons are 

boring.improve/increase sb’s motivation The scheme is intended 
to improve employees’ motivation.have motivation You need to have a lot 
of motivation, if you want to succeed.show motivation I wish he would show a little 

more motivation.PHRASESa lack of motivation Boredom and lack of motivation are 
difficult problems to overcome.sb’s level of motivation Mature students often have 
higher levels of motivation. 

motive AC /ˈməʊtɪv $ ˈmoʊ-/ noun  the reason that makes someone do 

something, especially when this reason is kept hiddenADJECTIVESthe 
main/prime/primary motive The main motive for the killings seemed to be 

revenge.sb’s real/true motive What were his true motives for offering her the job?a 
hidden/secret motive She wondered if there was a hidden motive for his 
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departure.an ulterior motive (=a different motive, which you do not tell other people 

about) He had an ulterior motive for inviting her to his house.a 
political/economic/sexual/racial motive The murders might have a political 

motive.a strong motive Barbara had a strong motive for disliking Ben.a possible 
motive Police have received information about possible motives for the attack.a clear 
motive She had no clear motive to lie.the underlying motive (=a motive that is not 

directly stated) The treaty’s underlying motive was to make Japan a strong ally of the 
US.a sinister motive (=evil or bad) The newspaper article suggested a more sinister 
motive for their meetings.have mixed motives (=have more than one motive) He 

had mixed motives for joining the army: a desire to prove himself, but also the desire 
to get away from his family.VERBShave a motive The killer must have had a 
motive.find/establish a motive So far the police have been unable 

to establish a motive for the attack.question/suspect/doubt sb’s motives (=think 
that someone might have bad reasons for doing something) He was quick 
to question the motives of those who publicly disagreed with him.PREPOSITIONSa 

motive for sth The motive for the attack is unknown.the motive behind sth The 
main motive behind this research is a commercial one. 

motor /ˈməʊtə $ ˈmoʊtər/ noun  the part of a machine that makes it work or 

move, by changing power, especially electrical power, into 
movementADJECTIVES/NOUNS + motora powerful motor The cleaner has a powerful 
motor which sucks up the dust.an electric motor The wheels were driven by 

an electric motor.an outboard motor (=attached to the back of a small boat) He had 
an inflatable boat with an outboard motor.a starter motor (=for starting an 
engine) The car needed a new starter motor.VERBSstart/switch on a motor He pulled 

the cord to start the motor.stop/switch off/turn off a motor She steered the boat to 
shore and then stopped the motor.a motor is powered by 
sth The motor is powered by batteries.a motor runs also a motor 

operates formal The motor had been running for twenty minutes.a motor drives 
sth (=a motor makes something work) A small electric motor drives the pump. 

motorway /ˈməʊtəweɪ $ ˈmoʊtər-/ noun BrE  a very wide road for travelling fast 

over long distances, especially between citiesADJECTIVESa six-lane/eight-lane etc 

motorway (=with three, four etc lines of traffic going in each direction) There are 
plans to build a new six-lane motorway through the area.a busy 

motorway The motorway is always busy around Birmingham.a major motorway Two 
of Britain’s major motorways pass through Nottingham.VERBSdrive 
on/along/down/up a motorway He was driving along the motorway at a steady 

sixty miles an hour.get on/join a motorway We got on the motorway near 
Watford.get off/turn off/leave a motorway You should leave the motorway at 
Junction 5.build a motorway There were plans to build a new motorway.motorway + 

NOUNSa motorway network/system The country has a very good motorway 
network.motorway driving Danny didn’t like motorway driving.motorway traffic We 
could hear the constant noise of motorway traffic.a motorway crash Six people were 

killed in a motorway crash.a motorway pile-up (=when several cars on a motorway 
crash into each other) We are getting reports of a motorway pile-up on the M25.a 
motorway junction (=a place where you can join or leave the motorway) Their stores 

are all situated near major motorway junctions.a motorway slip road (=a short road 
you drive on to get on or off a motorway) The bus skidded off a motorway slip road and 
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rolled over.a motorway service station also a motorway services (=a place by the 

motorway where you can buy petrol, food, and drinks) We stopped at a motorway 
service station for a cup of coffee.a motorway toll (=an amount of money that you 

must pay to use a particular motorway) There are proposals to introduce a motorway 
toll for trucks.PHRASESa stretch/section of motorway This stretch of motorway is 
always very busy.PREPOSITIONSon a motorway It only takes about 40 minutes to get 

there on the motorway. | There had been an 

accident on the motorway.THESAURUS: motorway→ road 

motto /ˈmɒtəʊ $ ˈmɑːtoʊ/ noun  a short sentence or phrase giving a rule, which 

expresses the aims or beliefs of a person or institutionADJECTIVES/NOUNS + mottoa 
national motto Jamaica’s national motto is ‘Out of Many, One People’.a 
family/school motto The school motto was ‘Through work to honour’.a state 

motto ‘Live Free or Die’ is New Hampshire’s state motto.a personal 
motto Her personal motto is ‘Think positive’.a guiding motto One of my guiding 
mottoes is, ‘If you can’t do a lot, do a little’.VERBShave a motto The school has a 

Latin motto.adopt a motto In 1960, Atlanta adopted the motto ‘The City Too Busy to 
Hate’.PREPOSITIONSa motto of sb/sth ‘Be prepared’ is the motto of the Boy Scouts.a 
motto for sb ‘The purer the better’ might be a good motto for a water 

company.THESAURUS: motto→ phrase 

mould BrE mold AmE /məʊld $ moʊld/ noun  1. a substance that grows on old 

food or wet surfacesPHRASESbe covered in mould The walls in the shower room were 
covered in mould.2. if someone is in or fits into a particular mould, they have all the 
attitudes and qualities typical of a type of personVERBSfit the mould (=be like other 

things of the same type) She doesn’t fit the mould of the stereotypical farmer.break 
the mould (=do things in a completely new way) The program broke the mold of the 
traditional TV chat show.come from a different/the same mould (=be different 

from or similar to other things of the same type) He clearly comes from a different 
mould than his brother.be cast in a mould (=be very like something) He didn’t want 
to be cast in the mould of being an academic.ADJECTIVESthe traditional/classic 

mould (=the usual way) He was not a conservative in the traditional mould.PHRASESbe 
in the mould of sb/sth (=be similar to something) As an actor he is in the mould 
of Bruce Lee. 

mount /maʊnt/ verb  THESAURUS > climb 

mountain /ˈmaʊntən, ˈmaʊntɪn/ noun  a very high hillADJECTIVESa high 

mountain Mount Everest is the highest mountain in the world.a steep mountain The 
village is surrounded by steep mountains.rugged mountains (=rough and steep) The 

scenery varies from rugged mountains to gentle hills.a majestic 
mountain literary (=high and impressive) The majestic mountains rise up to over 
5,000 metres.a snow-capped mountain (=with snow on the top) The hotel offers 

beautiful views of snow-capped mountains.a distant mountain We watched the sun 
setting over the distant mountains.a great mountain (=high and 

impressive) Kilimanjaro is one of the great mountains of East Africa.a sacred/holy 
mountain (=treated with great respect for religious reasons) Mount Fuji is considered 
to be a sacred mountain.VERBSclimb a mountain also ascend a 

mountain formal Hillary and Tenzing were the first people to climb Mount Everest.go 
up a mountain We went up the mountain behind the house.go down a 
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mountain also descend a mountain formal She lost her way as she went 

down the mountain.cross the mountains We crossed the mountains between Spain 
and France.mountains rise up/soar up (=go high into the sky) The mountains rise 

up above the plains. | Distant mountains soared up high in the sky.a mountain 
towers above sb/sth (=is very high next to someone or something) The great 
mountain towered above us.mountain + NOUNSa mountain range/chain (=a line of 

mountains) The Alps are the largest mountain range in Europe.a mountain 
top/peak Until the end of June you may find snow on the mountain tops.a mountain 
slope (=the side of a mountain) Snow lay on the steep mountain slopes.a mountain 

pass (=a path or road between mountains) Their journey took them through river 
valleys and over mountain passes.a mountain stream The water was as clear and cold 
as a mountain stream.mountain air He liked the clean mountain air of Switzerland.a 

mountain village Kaprun is a delightful mountain village in Austria.a mountain 
resort (=a place near mountains where people go for a holiday) Lake Louise is a 
popular mountain resort in Canada.a mountain climber Emerson was an 

experienced mountain climber.mountain rescue (=people who help people who are in 
difficulty on a mountain) Mountain rescue teams were called out to search for the 
missing men.PHRASESthe top/summit of a mountain (=the highest point) We 

climbed to the top of the mountain.the foot/bottom of a mountain (=the lowest 
part) There are several villages at the foot of the mountain.the side of a 
mountain The path wound up the side of the mountain.PREPOSITIONSon a 

mountain The hotel is located on a mountain overlooking the lake.up/down a 
mountain He had never been up a mountain before.in the mountains (=in an area 
where there are a lot of mountains) In the mountains, the air cools quickly in the 

evenings.THESAURUS: mountainhillan area of land that is higher than the land 

around it, which is like a mountain but smaller and usually has a rounded top:We went  

for a walk in the hills. | The house is surrounded by woods, farmland, and gentle  

hills.Mount also Mt written abbreviationused in the names of mountains:Mount  

Etna | Mount St Helens Don’t say ‘Fuji Mountain’ – say ‘Mount Fuji’ cliffthe steep 

side of an area of land, often next to the sea:He fell off a cliff. | We saw the white cliffs  

of Dover ahead of us. | The restaurant is perched on a steep cliff (=it is on a high  

cliff).precipice especially literarya very steep and dangerous cliff:They were 

standing on the edge of a precipice.craga high steep rock or mountain:An eagle sailed  

over the high crags.ridgea long narrow area of high ground, especially at the top of a  

mountain:I could see a group of climbers high up on a ridge.knolla small round 

hill:a grassy knollvolcanoa mountain with a large hole at the top, through which  

lava (=hot liquid rock) is sometimes forced out:The volcano last erupted over 60 years  

ago. | the crater of a volcano | an extinct volcano (=one that stopped being active a  

long time ago and will not be active again)summitthe very highest point of a  

mountain:They reached the summit of Mt Everest.peak especially literarythe top of a  

mountain:We could see the snow-covered peaks of the Himalayas. | Ben Nevis is  

Britain's highest peak.range/chaina group of mountains or hills arranged in a  

line:This mountain range is part of the border between Norway and Sweden. | To the 
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south-east lay the great mountain chain of the Alps.foothillsa group of smaller hills  

below a range of high mountains:They live in the foothills of the Sierra Mountains.  

mountainous /ˈmaʊntənəs, ˈmaʊntɪnəs/ adjective  a mountainous area has a 

lot of mountainsNOUNSa mountainous area/region The plant grows in mountainous 

areas.a mountainous country/province Switzerland is a small mountainous 
country in Europe.a mountainous island Jeju is a mountainous island.mountainous 
terrain Afghanistan’s mountainous terrain is very challenging for pilots.mountainous 

countryside/country The journey takes you through some beautiful mountainous 
countryside.mountainous scenery Lefkas has sandy beaches and mountainous 
scenery.a mountainous landscape A mountainous landscape surrounds the city.a 

mountainous border/frontier Pailin is a town on Cambodia’s mountainous 
border with Thailand. 

mournful /ˈmɔːnfəl $ ˈmɔːrn-/ adjective  THESAURUS > sad (1) 

mourning /ˈmɔːnɪŋ $ ˈmɔːr-/ noun [U]  great sadness because someone has 

diedADJECTIVESnational mourning The flag is lowered at times of national 
mourning.official mourning The authorities declared three days of official 

mourning following the bomb attack.public mourning There was a period of public 
mourning after the death of Princess Diana.deep mourning (=feeling and showing 
extreme sadness) They were in deep mourning following the death of their 

son.VERBSbe in mourning (for sb) She visited a friend, who was in mourning for her 
father.go into mourning Prince Albert died and Queen Victoria went into 
mourning.mourning + NOUNSmourning dress/clothes (=special black clothes worn 

after someone dies) The widow came to the door in full mourning dress.PHRASESa day 
of mourning The authorities declared May 29th a national day of mourning.a period 
of mourning You go through a period of mourning after someone has died.a state of 

mourning Our whole country is in a state of mourning following the death of the 
president. 

mouse /maʊs/ noun  1. a small furry animal with a pointed nose and a long tail 

that lives in people’s houses or in fieldsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + mousea white 
mouse Emma had two white mice as pets.a field mouse (=a small wild mouse living 
in fields) There was a little grey field mouse in the corner of the room.a laboratory 

mouse (=one used for scientific and medical experiments) The tumour cells were 
injected into laboratory mice.a dead mouse The cat dropped a dead mouse at my 
feet.VERBScatch a mouse The cat caught a mouse.breed mice For years mice have 

been bred for experiments.mouse + NOUNSmouse droppings The cupboards were full 
of mouse droppings.PHRASESas quiet as a mouse (=very quiet) I never hear my 
neighbour, he’s as quiet as a mouse.2. a small device used for controlling a 

computerVERBSuse a mouse There are keyboard shortcuts you can try instead 
of using the mouse.move a mouse Move the mouse to position the cursor.drag a 
mouse Click and drag the mouse to move the image.click a 

mouse Just click the mouse and the page will load.hover (with) a 
mouse Hover the mouse over each picture for an explanation of what it is.mouse + 

NOUNSa mouse button Click the left mouse button.a mouse click With a few mouse 

clicks you can buy almost anything you want online.a mouse pointer/cursor Position 
your mouse pointer over the image.a mouse mat He had a photo of his girlfriend 
printed on his mouse mat.a mouse menu Choose ‘Open’ from the mouse 
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menu.ADJECTIVESa cordless/wireless mouse He uses a cordless mouse.an optical 

mouse (=one that uses light to detect movement) 

moustache also mustache AmE /məˈstɑːʃ $ ˈmʌstæʃ/ noun  hair that grows on 

a man’s upper lipADJECTIVES/NOUNS + moustachea big/small moustache Amir had 

a big moustache and dark eyes.a bushy moustache (=an untidy one with a lot of 
hair) He looked funny with his big glasses and bushy moustache.a droopy/drooping 
moustache (=one that hangs down) He was a short man with a droopy moustache.a 

handlebar moustache (=one that is long, thick, and curves upwards at both 
ends) The Captain had a huge handlebar moustache.a thin moustache Billy was a 
small man with a thin moustache.a neat moustache A steward with a neat 

moustache offered me a drink.a pencil/toothbrush moustache BrE (=one that is 
narrow and straight) He was tall and slim with a black pencil moustache.a waxed 
moustache (=made small and neat with wax) The waiters had waxed moustaches.a 

walrus moustache (=one that is long and hangs down at both ends) He had a 
white walrus moustache.a false moustache The robbers were wearing wigs and false 
moustaches.VERBShave a moustache also wear a moustache old-

fashioned He had a big bushy moustache.grow a moustache Jack 
has grown a moustache.shave off a moustache He shaved off his moustache after 25 

years.trim/clip a moustache His moustache had been neatly trimmed.be sporting a 
moustache (=have a moustache, especially one that you want people to notice) The 
manager sported an impressive moustache.twirl a moustache (=move it around with 

your fingers) He kept twirling his dark moustache.stroke a moustache Uncle 
Philip stroked his moustache thoughtfully. 

mouth-watering /ˈmaʊθ ˌwɔ ɪŋ/ adjective  THESAURUS > delicious 

move1 /muːv/ verb  to change from one place or position to another, or to make 

something do thisPREPOSITIONS/ADVERBSmove slowly/quickly The plane moved 
slowly along the runway, then stopped.move closer to sb/sth He moved closer to 
her.move away from sb/sth The boat moved away from the harbour.move 

down/up/across/over sth Becca moved down the steps and into the yard.move 
around I could hear someone moving around upstairs.PHRASESnot move a 
muscle (=not move at all) Paul didn’t move a muscle because he was so scared.you 

could hardly move (=there was no space in which to move) The bar was so crowded 
you could hardly move.no one/nobody moved “Come on,” Sue said. No one 

moved. Move is often used about changing to a different  

address: They’ve moved back to Santiago. My brother’s helping us move  

house. THESAURUS: moveswayto move slowly from one side to the other:The 

branches swayed in the wind. | Donny swayed drunkenly as he walked back to his  

car. | The truck was swaying from side to side.rockto move repeatedly from one side 

to another, with small gentle movements:He rocked backward and forward in his  

chair. | The boat rocked from side to side with the waves.wobbleto move unsteadily  

from side to side:The bike wobbled a little, but she soon got it under control. | He held  

the ladder and made it stop wobbling.fidgetto keep moving or playing with your  

fingers, hands, feet etc, because you are bored or  
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nervous:Diana fidgeted nervously with her pencil.squirmto make very small  

movements from side to side with your body, especially because you feel  

uncomfortable:By the end of the hour, most of the children were squirming in their  

seats.wriggleto make small movements from side to side, especially in order to get  

into or out of something:The dog wriggled under the fence and escaped into the 

street. | She managed to wriggle into the dress, but it was much too tight. | I tried  

to wriggle out of his grasp.twitchif part of your body twitches, it makes small  

movements that you cannot control:A muscle on Yang’s face twitched.stir writtento  

make a movement – used especially when describing a situation in which no one 

moves, or someone wakes up:In the village a dog barked but no one stirred. | The 

sleeping child stirred and opened her eyes.budgeto move – used when you are trying  

hard to make something move, often without success:The piano wouldn’t  

budge. | I can't get the lid to budge (=I can't make it move).TO MOVE TO A DIFFERENT  

HOUSE, OFFICE ETCrelocateto move to a different place – used about companies,  

organizations, and people who work for them:NATO’s main headquarters relocated to  

Brussels. | Klein is relocating to London to head up the investment banking team.NOT 

MOVINGstillnot moving – use this especially about people who are not moving, or  

about places where there is no wind:There was no wind and the trees were completely  

still. | Keep still while I tie your shoes.stationaryvehicle | car | train | objectnot  

moving:The truck drove into the back of a stationary vehicle.immobilenot moving or  

not able to move, especially because of fear or tiredness:As the disease progressed,  

she became increasingly immobile. Not usually used before a  

noun. motionlesscompletely still – used especially in literature:Kemp sat  

motionless as the verdict was read. | The body lay motionless on the ground. Not  

usually used before a  

noun. calmwater | sea | ocean | lake | day | morning | wind | weathernot  

moving because there is no wind – use this about air and water:The next day, the sea 

was calm. | It was a beautifully calm autumn day. | We waited for the wind to  

become calm again. | a period of calm weatherbe at a standstilltraffic | carsif traffic  

is at a standstill it is not moving:Traffic was at a standstill on the freeway.  

move2 /muːv/ noun  1. something that you decide to do in order to achieve 

somethingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + movesb’s next move He wasn’t sure what his next 
move should be.the first move She waited for Michael to make the first move.a 
good/wise move (=sensible) I’m not sure it was a good move giving him the job.a 

smart/shrewd/canny move (=good and clever) It was a smart move to sell the 
company when they did.the right move He hoped he had made the right move in 
telling his father.a bad move It was a bad move letting him come here in the first 

place.a false/wrong move (=a mistake) One wrong move and the business might 
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never recover.a surprise move (=one people were not expecting) In a surprise move, 

Dixon has been named as the team’s new manager.a bold/daring move (=taking a 
lot of courage) The writers made a bold move by killing off the main character.a 

drastic move (=one that seems very sudden and severe) They were worried that such 
a drastic move could have a bad effect on the stock market.an important move The 
expansion in the 1990s was an important move for the company.an unprecedented 

move (=one that has never happened before) Barcelona began the unprecedented 
move of importing drinking water.a political/legal move This is a political move to 
reduce the local council’s independence.a tactical/strategic move (=carefully 

planned to achieve something) The announcement was a tactical move to draw public 
attention away from more serious issues.a career move (=a decision that will improve 
the type of job you can do) It looked like a good career move, with the possibility of 

promotion later.VERBS + movemake a move They are worried about making the wrong 
move. | Most of the council members are reluctant to make such a 
drastic move.consider/discuss a move At the meeting, they discussed 

moves towards greater political union.announce a move The finance 
minister announced the move in last week’s budget.welcome a 
move Environmentalists welcomed the move to limit the length of fishing 

nets.support/back a move The move was supported by the government.applaud a 
move formal (=strongly praise and support) Most people will applaud any move to 
tackle terrorism.oppose/reject a move Union members 

have opposed the move.condemn/denounce a move (=strongly criticize) The 
UN condemned the move and voted to impose sanctions.block a move (=stop it from 
happening) The move was blocked by Kramer’s lawyers in the high court.move + 

VERBSa move follows sth The move follows complaints from local residents.a move 
comes (=it happens) The move comes as the latest statistics show that knife crime has 
increased by 10%.a move is aimed at doing sth/is designed to do sth The move is 

aimed at strengthening business in the region.a move means sth The move 
means that customers will have to pay higher prices.PHRASESmake no move to do 
sth The authorities have made no move to resolve the conflict.there are moves afoot 

to do sth BrE (=there are plans, especially secret ones, to do something) There are 
moves afoot to change things.sth is a move in the right direction (=one that will 
help you achieve what you want) The decision seemed to be a move in the right 

direction.PREPOSITIONSa move towards sth The country’s first moves 
towards independence began in 1967.a move away from sth A worldwide move away 
from the use of fossil fuels will cut carbon emissions.in a move In a move aimed at 

cutting costs, the company announced 500 job losses.2. when someone moves for a 
short time in a particular directionADJECTIVESa sudden move Don’t make any sudden 
moves, or you will frighten the horse.one false/wrong move (=in the wrong 

direction) One false move, and she’d fall over the edge.VERBSmake a 
move She made a move towards the door.make no move to do sth He made no 
move to stop her.watch/follow sb’s every move His eyes followed Cissy’s every 

move. 

movement /ˈmuːvmənt/ noun  1. when someone or something changes position 

or moves from one place to anotherADJECTIVESa slight/small movement He noticed 

a slight movement behind the bushes.a sudden movement With a sudden movement, 
Ellen reached out and grabbed the letter.a quick/rapid movement In one quick 
movement, he took her hand and pulled her up to dance.a slow movement The old 
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man’s movements were painfully slow.an easy movement (=without effort) She 

swung her legs off the bed in one easy movement.a smooth/fluid 
movement (=graceful) She admired his smooth movement as he jumped the fence.a 

jerky movement (=with many starts and stops) Teresa’s movements were jerky and 
nervous.a forward/backward movement The forward movement of the boat 
stopped.an upward/downward movement He stroked her face with gentle upward 

movements.a rhythmic movement (=with a strong rhythm) When giving a massage, 
use firm rhythmic movements.an involuntary movement (=one that you cannot 
control) The disease can cause involuntary movements of the muscles.NOUNS 

+ movementbody movements Babies communicate with body movements and facial 
expressions.hand/arm/leg etc movements Students of kung fu have to learn many 
different hand movements.troop movements (=of soldiers) There have been reports 

of troop movements in the area.VERBSmake a movement He made a 
small movement with his head, to indicate the door.control sb’s/sth’s 
movement The camera’s movement is controlled by a computer.restrict/hinder sb’s 

movement (=make movement more difficult) Clothes should not be so tight that 
they restrict your movement.track/monitor sb’s/sth’s movements Electronic tags 
are used to track the movements of prisoners.PHRASESfreedom of 

movement (=when people can go wherever they want) The automobile gave people 
a freedom of movement previously unknown.ease of movement (=when someone or 
something can move easily) Cyclists wear stretchy shorts for ease of movement.2. a 

group of people who have the same ideas or beliefs, and work together to achieve an 
aimADJECTIVES/NOUNS + movementa growing movement There is a growing 
movement against globalization.a mass movement (=one that involves a lot of 

people) The scattered protests had been transformed into a mass movement.a 
political/religious movement The group never became a serious political 
movement.the pro-democracy/anti-war etc movement Protests by the pro-

democracy movement ended in violence.the civil rights/animal rights/gay rights 
movement Extremists from the animal rights movement were believed to be behind 
the attack.the feminist/women’s movement Despite the gains of the feminist 

movement, women are still earning less than men.the peace movement Sheehan was 
heavily involved in the peace movement.the environmental 
movement The environmental movement started to become popular in the 1970s.the 

opposition movement The opposition movement has staged daily protests against the 
government.the trade union/labour movement the labor movement AmE The 
government tried to crush the trade union movement.VERBSstart/launch/found a 

movement They launched a movement to save the local language.join a 
movement She joined the feminist movement in the 1960s.lead a 
movement Havel led the movement against the communist government.support a 

movement Police clashed with demonstrators supporting the anti-
war movement.crush a movement (=use violent or extreme methods to stop it) The 
army attempted to crush the pro-democracy movement.a movement 

begins/starts The civil rights movement began in the 1960s.PREPOSITIONSa 
movement against sth There was no well-organized movement against the war 

movie /ˈmuːvi/ noun  moving pictures shown at a cinema or on 

televisionADJECTIVES/NOUNS + moviean action/adventure/war movie There have 
been so many war movies about Vietnam.a horror movie (=a frightening film about 
ghosts, murders etc) The old house looked like something out of a horror movie.a 
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science fiction movie My favourite science fiction movie is ‘Avatar’.a documentary 

movie (=about real people and events, not a story) They showed a documentary 
movie about the 1920s.a cowboy movie Clint Eastwood made a lot of cowboy 

movies.a gangster movie John Woo was responsible for some of Hong Kong’s most 
violent and stylish gangster movies.a classic movie (=an old film that is very 
good) ‘Citizen Kane’ was Orson Welles’ classic movie about the life of a newspaper 

tycoon.a cult movie (=one that a small group of people like very much and watch 
often) ‘Blade Runner’ started as a cult movie before it became a worldwide hit.a hit 
movie (=a successful film) The book was turned into a hit movie starring Liza 

Minnelli.a big-budget/low-budget movie (=one that costs a lot or very little to 
make) Big-budget Hollywood movies can cost over $200 million.a mainstream 
movie (=the usual kind of popular film) Mainstream movies avoided the subject of gay 

relationships.an independent movie (=a film made by a small film company) Young 
directors began making small independent movies.an art-house movie (=made by a 
small company for artistic reasons, not to earn lots of money) It’s a small cinema which 

shows mainly art-house movies.a black-and-white movie I love those old black-and-
white movies.a silent movie (=made in the time before films had sound) He started 
his career in silent movies.a foreign-language movie (=a film in a language that is 

not the audience’s native language) Foreign-language movies seldom do well at the box 
office.VERBS + moviewatch a movie We watched an old movie on TV.see a movie She 
had agreed to go and see a movie with him that evening.go to a movie How 

about going to a movie?take in a movie AmE (=go to see a movie) Maybe we could go 
out to dinner and take in a movie.appear in/be in a movie She’s also appeared in ten 
movies.star in a movie (=play one of the main characters) Depp will star in director 

Tim Burton’s next movie.make/shoot a movie The children have made their 
own movies for the contest.direct/produce/edit a movie He wrote and directed the 
movie.show/screen a movie What movies are they showing this weekend?movie + 

VERBSa movie stars/features sb The movie stars Colin Firth as King George VI.a 
movie is released (=becomes available for the public to see) The movie has 
already been released in the US.movie + NOUNSa movie actor/star She looked like a 

movie star.the movie industry Steven Spielberg is a highly respected figure in the 
movie industry.a movie director Hitchcock was one of the greatest movie directors of 
all time.a movie producer (=someone who controls the preparation of a 

film) British movie producer Alexander Korda decided to make a movie about Vienna.a 
movie crew/unit (=a group of people working together to make a film) The movie 
crew are making a documentary about village life.a movie company (=a company 

that produces films) Many movie companies are based in Hollywood.a movie 
studio (=a company that makes films, or a building where films are made) The scenes 
were all shot in a movie studio.a movie maker His work is much admired by 

other movie makers.a movie camera The company produces digital movie cameras.a 
movie premiere (=the first showing of a film) Movie premieres tend to be glamorous 
occasions.a movie critic Movie critics said the movie was much too 

long.PREPOSITIONSa movie about sb/sth I like movies about detectives. Movie is  

used especially in American English. In British English, people usually  

say film. THESAURUS: moviemotion picture formal also picturea film – used 

especially by people who make films or by critics:a major Hollywood motion  
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picture | Tell us about your latest picture.blockbuster informala very successful  

film:Steven Spielberg’s latest Hollywood blockbusterflick informala film – a very  

informal use:an action flickdocumentarya film that gives detailed information and 

facts about a particular subject:We watched a documentary on the rainforest.comedya  

film intended to make people laugh:Monroe appeared in a number of  

comedies.romantic comedy also romcom BrE informala film about two people who 

are in love, which is intended to make the people who watch it feel happy:‘Notting Hill’  

is a romantic comedy starring Julia Roberts and Hugh Grant.thrilleran exciting film,  

especially about murder or serious crimes:‘The Birds’ is a classic Hitchcock thriller.film 

noira film that shows strong feelings of fear or evil and whose characters are often  

immoral, or these films in general:‘The Big Sleep’ is a classic Hollywood film 

noir.action film/moviea film that has lots of fighting, explosions etc:Stallone is  

famous for his roles in action movies such as 'Rambo'.horror film/moviea frightening  

film about ghosts, murders etc:She loves watching old horror movies.westerna film 

with cowboys in it:John Wayne is famous for making westerns.cartoona film with  

characters that are drawn or made using a computer:One of his first cartoons was  

‘Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs’.anime /ˈænɪmeɪ, -mə/a type of Japanese animated 

film, which often has a science fiction story:Miyazaki’s anime film ‘Spirited Away’  

became an international success. | an anime characterCGIthe use of computers to  

create characters and images in a film. CGI is short for ‘computer-generated  

imagery’:The film uses CGI. | Disney’s latest CGI movietrailera series of short scenes  

from a film or programme, shown in order to advertise it in a cinema, on television  

etc:We had to sit through all the trailers. | I saw a trailer for the new James Bond 

film.THE PEOPLE WHO MAKE FILMSactora man or woman who acts in a film:Brando was  

one of Hollywood’s greatest actors. | The film starred a previously unknown 

actor.actressa woman who acts in a film. Women who appear in films or plays usually  

prefer to be called actors:She was the actress who played Scarlet O’Hara in ‘Gone with  

the Wind’.stara famous actor or actress:He looked liked a movie star. | a hotel which  

was used by the starsdirectorthe person who tells the actors and actresses in a film 

what to do:The director of the film is Quentin Tarantino.producerthe person who 

makes the arrangements for a film to be made and controls the budget:The producers  

said there was no more money.film/movie crewthe people operating the camera,  

lights etc who help the director make a film:The film crew began setting up their  

equipment.  

moving /ˈmuːvɪŋ/ adjective  making you feel strong emotions, especially 

sadness or sympathyADVERBSvery/deeply moving also profoundly 

moving formal It is a beautiful and deeply moving film.intensely/incredibly 
moving Her final words to me were incredibly moving.NOUNSa moving 
story/account It is a moving story of love and death.a moving 
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speech/performance He gave a moving speech at her funeral.a moving 

film/scene In the film’s most moving scene, she finally finds her mother.a moving 
experience It is a moving experience to visit these wonderfully preserved Roman 

cities.a moving tribute (=a moving expression of admiration, especially about 
someone who has died) He paid a moving tribute to his wife.VERBSfind sth 
moving She found their singing so moving that tears came to her 

eyes.THESAURUS: moving→ emotional (1)  

mud /mʌd/ noun  wet earth that has become soft and stickyADJECTIVESdeep 

mud The car was stuck in deep mud.thick mud It had rained, and we had to wade 

through thick mud.soft mud Her feet sank into the soft mud.wet mud My boots were 
full of wet mud.dried mud There was dried mud on the carpet.VERBSbe covered in 
mud By the end of the game, all the kids were covered in mud.be caked in/with 

mud (=be covered with mud that has dried) Our boots were caked with mud.be/get 
stuck in mud It was impossible to move the car – its wheels had got stuck 
in the mud.wade through mud (=walk with difficulty through mud) Residents had 

to wade through mud to get to their houses.be buried in mud Entire villages had 
been buried in mud.mud + NOUNSmud flats (=low areas of land with a lot of 
mud) Along the shore of the river there are mud flats.a mud track The streets of the 

town were rough mud tracks.a mud hut (=a house made from dried mud) Many 
villages in Mali consist of mud huts.a mud slide (=the sudden movement of a large 
amount of mud) The town was buried by a mud slide.a mud bank The boat was stuck 

on a mud bank.mud brick (=building material made from dried mud) The houses were 
built of mud brick.mud wrestling (=a sport in which people fight in mud) He had 
watched a mud wrestling match.PHRASESa sea of mud (=a lot of mud) Rain had 

turned the campsite into a sea of mud. 

muddle /ˈmʌdl/ noun  a confused or disorganized state or situationPHRASESbe 

in a muddle I’m in such a muddle, I’d completely forgotten you were coming 

today.get in/into a muddle I got in a muddle when I tried to give them 
directions.ADJECTIVESan awful/hopeless muddle I’ll get in a hopeless muddle if I 
don’t put these papers in the right order.an embarrassing muddle The grand opening 

event turned into an embarrassing muddle.a financial muddle He was in a financial 
muddle because he hadn’t kept his accounts up to date.a 
bureaucratic/administrative muddle (=confusion or mistakes by officials) He hadn’t 

yet received the money because of a bureaucratic muddle.PREPOSITIONSa muddle 
over/about sth There was a muddle over the arrangements for paying. 

muddy /ˈmʌdi/ adjective  covered with mud or containing mudNOUNSmuddy 

water His jeans were soaked with muddy water.a muddy puddle/pool/pond There 
was a large muddy puddle outside the house.a muddy field Their shoes sank into 
the muddy field.a muddy track/path/lane She set off down the muddy track to the 

farm.muddy ground The ground was very muddy.muddy boots/shoes Please leave 
your muddy boots by the door.a muddy ditch (=a long narrow hole at the side of a 
road or field) The car got stuck in a muddy ditch.VERBSget (sth) muddy The golf 

course gets very muddy when it rains. | I tried not to get my trousers muddy.make 

sth muddy Rain had made the track muddy.THESAURUS: muddy→ dirty 

muffled /ˈmʌfəld/ adjective  THESAURUS > quiet (1) 

mug verb  THESAURUS > steal 
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muggy adjective  THESAURUS > damp (1) 

mundane adjective  THESAURUS > boring 

murder1 /ˈmɜːdə $ ˈmɜːrdər/ noun  the crime of deliberately killing 

someoneVERBScommit (a) murder (=kill someone deliberately and 
illegally) Whoever committed these murders planned them carefully.convict sb of 

murder (=decide that someone is officially guilty of murder in a court of law) Smith 
was convicted of murder and sentenced to life in prison.accuse sb of murder (=say 
that you think someone murdered a person) He was accused of his wife’s murder.deny 

murder (=say that you did not kill someone) The four accused all deny murder.charge 
sb with murder (=officially say that someone may be guilty of murder) Is there 
enough evidence to charge her with murder?investigate a murder The police 

are investigating the murder of a homeless man.solve a murder (=find out who 
murdered someone) The murder has never been solved.a murder takes 
place/happens also a murder occurs formal The murder took place inside a hotel 

room.ADJECTIVESattempted murder (=the crime of trying to kill someone) He could 
be charged with assault, or even attempted murder.mass murder (=of a large number 
of people) Hitler was responsible for the largest mass murder in history.first-degree 

murder/murder in the first degree AmE (=the most serious type of murder under 
US law) If convicted of first-degree murder, he could be executed.premeditated 
murder (=planned before it happens) Prosecutors claimed that this was premeditated 

murder.a brutal/horrific murder (=violent and cruel) He is wanted for the brutal 
murder of an elderly couple.a gruesome murder (=extremely unpleasant and 
shocking) Police are investigating the gruesome murder of a man whose head was 

discovered in a suitcase.cold-blooded murder (=cruel and without showing any 
emotion) The terrorists were responsible for the cold-blooded murder of 50 people.an 
unsolved murder (=in which the killer has never been found) Police are questioning a 

man about two unsolved murders.a double murder (=of two people) He is in court 
accused of the double murder of a vicar and his wife.murder + NOUNSthe murder 
weapon Police are searching for the murder weapon.a murder victim The mother of 

the murder victim wept in court.a murder scene (=where a murder happened) His 
fingerprints were found at the murder scene.a murder charge (=an official statement 
saying someone may be guilty of murder) He appeared in court on a murder charge.a 

murder investigation/inquiry Detectives have launched a murder investigation after 
a woman’s body was found.a murder case She is an experienced detective who has 
worked on several murder cases.a murder mystery (=a story about a murder) Agatha 

Christie was famous for writing murder mysteries.a murder trial The murder 
trial heard how the couple’s relationship had always been violent.a murder 

conviction (=an official court judgment that someone is guilty of murder) She is 
currently appealing against her murder conviction.a murder suspect (=someone who 
may have committed a particular murder) The murder suspect is described as being 

white and aged between 20 and 30.the murder rate (=the number of people 
murdered) The murder rate in Switzerland is relatively low.PHRASESa motive for a 
murder (=a reason to kill someone) Police believe the motive for the murders was 

robbery.be guilty of murder He’s certainly a strange man, but I don’t think he’s guilty 
of murder. 

murder2 /ˈmɜːdə $ ˈmɜːrdər/ verb  THESAURUS > kill 

murky adjective  THESAURUS > dark (1) 
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murmur /ˈmɜːmə $ ˈmɜːrmər/ verb  to say something in a soft voice that is 

difficult to hear clearlyADVERBSmurmur (sth) softly/quietly The boy murmured 
softly as she lifted him onto his bed.murmur sth soothingly (=in a gentle way, to 
make someone calm who is upset) “It will be alright,” she murmured 

soothingly.murmur (sth) sleepily “Mmm?” he murmured sleepily.murmur (sth) 
huskily/throatily (=in a low voice that sounds as if your throat is sore) “You’re 
beautiful,” he murmured huskily.murmur (sth) politely “How do you do?” 

Fabia murmured politely.murmur (sth) appreciatively (=quietly say something that 
shows you are grateful) “This is a delicious meal,” he murmured 
appreciatively.PHRASESmurmur (sth) under your breath “Hurry up,” he murmured 

under his breath. 

muscle /ˈmʌsəl/ noun  one of the pieces of flesh inside your body that you use in 

order to move, and that connect your bones togetherADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ musclearm/leg/stomach etc muscles Her leg muscles ached after the 
run.facial/abdominal etc muscles (=in your face, abdomen etc) Abdominal 
muscles must be kept strong throughout pregnancy.strong muscles You need strong 

muscles to lift the case.big muscles He went to the gym every day and 
developed big arm muscles.rippling muscles (=muscles that move in a strong 
attractive way) The sight of his rippling muscles sends women wild.hard muscles She 

could feel the hard muscles of his arm.sore muscles A hot bath is good for sore 
muscles.tight/tense muscles Massage can help loosen tight muscles.a 
strained/pulled muscle (=one that has been injured by a sudden movement) He 

cannot play because of a strained leg muscle.a torn muscle Johnson suffered 
a torn calf muscle during training.VERBS + muscleuse your muscles I don’t really use 
my arm muscles very much.build up/strengthen muscles Regular exercise will help 

to strengthen the muscles in your legs.pull/strain a muscle (=injure it) Rooney 
has pulled a muscle and won’t play tomorrow.stretch your muscles The exercise 
helps to stretch your back muscles.flex your muscles (=bend your arm muscles so 

that people can see how strong you are) He was lifting weights and flexing his 
muscles.relax your muscles A hot bath will help relax sore muscles.tense/tighten 
your muscles He tensed his stomach muscles, ready for the blow.muscle + VERBSyour 

muscles ache I ran until my muscles ached.muscles contract (=tighten so that you 
can move a part of your body) These nerves tell the muscles when to contract.muscle + 

NOUNSmuscle strength/power This exercise will help increase your muscle 
strength.muscle weakness The disease can cause muscle weakness.muscle 
tone (=the firmness of your muscles) Swimming is good exercise for improving muscle 

tone.a muscle spasm (=when your muscles tighten suddenly) The drug can cause 
painful muscle spasms.muscle tension Headaches can be caused by muscle 
tension.muscle strain/injury Robson has recovered from the muscle strain which 

kept him out of last week’s game.muscle pain Flu causes muscle pain and a high 
temperature.muscle tissue (=the substance that muscles are made from) If you lose 
weight too quickly, you will lose muscle tissue as well as fat. 

muscular /ˈmʌskjələ $ -ər/ adjective  THESAURUS > strong (1) 

museum /mjuːˈziəm $ mjʊ-/ noun  a building where important cultural, 

historical, or scientific objects are kept for the public to seeADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ museuma history/science/art etc museum The town has an interesting local 

history museum.a national/local/regional museum We went to see an exhibition at 
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the National Museum of Photography.an open-air/outdoor museum The site is now 

an open-air museum of farming.a heritage museum (=one showing the traditional 
industry or customs of a place) Nearby is an industrial heritage museum.VERBSgo 

to/visit a museum We visited the Natural History Museum in Kensington.establish a 
museum The museum was first established in 1857.open a 
museum The museum was opened in 1974.be kept in a museum The statues are 

kept in the British Museum.a museum is dedicated to sth/sb The Van Gogh Museum 
is the city’s only museum dedicated to a single artist.a museum has/contains 
sth also a museum houses sth formal The museum houses a large collection of 

Egyptian art.museum + NOUNSa museum collection Many of his paintings are 
in museum collections.a museum curator (=the person in charge of the objects in a 
museum) She is studying art history and she hopes to become a museum curator.a 

museum director He’s museum director at the Getty Museum.museum staff Museum 
staff are trained in the handling of valuable objects.a museum visitor The exhibition 
has been very popular with museum visitors.a museum exhibit (=an object shown in 

a museum) We looked round at the museum exhibits.a museum display There is 
a museum display of old crystal glass.a museum piece (=a very old or old-fashioned 
object) The plane we flew in looked like a museum piece.a museum 

building/site The museum building is a splendid Victorian structure.a museum 
visit School children get a lot of benefit from museum visits.PREPOSITIONSin a 
museum The coins are now in a local museum.a museum of sth Have you been to 

the Museum of Modern Art in New York? 

music /ˈmjuːzɪk/ noun  the sounds made by musical instruments or people 

singingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + musicpop/rock/jazz/soul/folk/country etc 

music The Beatles were the most successful group in the history of pop 
music. | Johnny Cash was one of country music’s greatest stars. | Folk music is 
becoming popular again.classical music My father listened a lot to classical 

music.Don’t say classic music.traditional music The band plays traditional Irish 
music.modern/contemporary music A lot of modern music sounds the same to 
me.world music (=by people from different countries around the world) The concert 

will feature many world music stars.recorded music Live music can sound very 
different from recorded music.live music (=played by musicians on stage) Most of the 
bars have live music.background music (=that you hear but do not listen to) There 

was some background music playing in the restaurant.film music Williams wrote the 
film music for films such as ‘Star Wars’.loud music They were kept awake by loud 
music from next door.dramatic music His operas are full of dramatic 

music.soft/quiet music James took her for a romantic dinner with candles and soft 
music.choral music (=sung by choirs) We perform a wide variety of choral 
music.orchestral music (=classical music played by a large group of musicians) He 

has a large CD collection, mostly orchestral music.chamber music (=classical music 
played by a small group of musicians) The group gave a performance of 
Schumann’s chamber music.instrumental music (=with no singing) The concert will 

feature a programme of instrumental music.piano/organ/guitar etc music I love 
listening to piano music.VERBSlisten to music Ella liked to listen to music while she 
worked.play music A small band was playing jazz music.write/compose 

music He composed the music for the ‘Lord of the Rings’ films.read 
music (=understand music that is written down, so that you can play or sing the 
notes) His father taught him to read music.perform music (=play or sing music) The 
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group will perform music from Germany and Austria.make music (=play or write 

music) We began making music together about five years ago.record music The singer 
is recording music for his new album.download music (=get music from the 

internet) The research shows that many people are downloading music for free.music 
blares (out) (=music is loud and unpleasant) Music blared out from the bar across the 
road.music fades (=becomes quieter gradually) The music fades and the main 

character comes onto the stage.music + NOUNSa music festival The band played at an 
international music festival.the music industry/business The music industry is 
having a hard time because people are getting music for free from the internet.a music 

scene (=activities relating to music, and the people involved in them) The city has a 
lively music scene and there are lots of good local bands.a music lover Music 
lovers have been waiting for this record for a long time.a music score (=one that is 

written for a lot of performers to play) Hirschfelder wrote the music score for the film 
‘Sliding Doors’.a music stand (=a metal frame for holding a musician’s music while 
they play) She propped the book on the music stand.PHRASESa piece of music It’s a 

beautiful piece of music.a kind/type/sort of music I don’t listen to that kind of 

music at home.THESAURUS: musictunethe main series of musical notes in a  

piece of music:The song has a pretty tune. | I know the tune, but I can't remember the  

name. | He hummed the tune to himself.melodythe main series of notes in a piece of  

music that has many notes being played at the same time, especially in classical  

music:The soprano sang the melody to Puccini's opera.piece also piece of musican 

arrangement of musical notes – use this about music without words:It’s a difficult piece  

to play. | I'd like to start with a piece by Chopin.composition formala piece of music  

that someone has written, or the art of writing music:This is one of my own 

compositions. | She studied composition at college.worka piece of music, especially  

classical music:The orchestra played one of Mozart’s best-known works.trackone of  

the songs or pieces of music on a CD or album:the album’s title tracknumbera piece of  

popular music, especially one that forms part of a concert or show:They began singing  

the show's opening number.  

musician /mjuːˈzɪʃən $ mjʊ-/ noun  someone who plays a musical instrument, 

especially very well or as a jobADJECTIVESa professional musician (=who plays 
music as a job) Billy was a professional musician with his own band.an amateur 

musician (=one who plays for pleasure, not as a job) He was an amateur 
musician who played in several local jazz bands.a young musician The song was 
written by a young musician from Minnesota.a good/great/fine musician Bob Marley 

was a great musician.a talented/gifted musician His wife was a gifted musician.a 
famous/legendary musician The record features songs by legendary blues musician 
Robert Johnson.an accomplished musician (=very skilful) She was an accomplished 

musician as well as a painter.a distinguished musician (=one who is successful, 
admired, and respected) Two of Russia’s most distinguished musicians were giving a 
performance.a classical musician He was a classical musician who enjoyed playing 

Mozart’s works.a serious musician (=one who plays a lot and thinks music is very 
important) Serious musicians have always disapproved of his work.a backing 
musician (=who plays while another person sings) He got work as a backing musician 

for Bob Dylan.NOUNS + musiciana jazz/rock/folk/pop musician John Coltrane was a 
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well-known jazz musician.a session musician (=who is not part of a band but records 

with different bands) In the 1970s he worked as a session musician.a street 
musician (=who plays in the street, asking the public for money) He liked listening to 

the street musicians who played in the city square.a church musician (=one who 
writes or plays church music) The hymn had been written by a well-known church 
musician.VERBSa musician plays/performs (sth) Many famous musicians will 

be playing at the festival. 

must /məst strongmʌst/ modal verb negative short form mustn’t  to have to do 

something because it is necessary or important, or because of a law or order: All 
passengers must wear seat belts. Accidents must be reported to the safety 

officer. You must not tell anyone about this. It’s getting late. I really must go. We must 
all be patient. For the engine to work, the green lever must be in the ‘up’ 

position. GrammarIn negative sentences, when saying that something is not  

necessary, you usually use don't have to: You don't have to wear a seat belt.In  

questions, you often say Do I have to...?: Do I have to wear a seatbelt? Must I is  

possible, but is often used when you do not want to do something, and it sounds a  

little formal: "Tell him you're sorry." "Oh, must I?" THESAURUS: musthave to 

do sthto need to do something because it is necessary or important:I have to go home 

early. | She has to talk to him first.be obliged to do sth especially BrEto have to do 

something, because of a legal, professional, or social rule:Members of Parliament are 

obliged to declare all their financial interests.be required to do sth also be obliged 

to do sth especially AmE formalto have to do something – used especially in written  

notices and official documents:New students are required to register with a  

doctor.have an obligation to do sth also be under an obligation to do sthto have 

to do something because it is the duty of someone in your position to do it, or because 

you have officially agreed to do it:The landlord is under an obligation to keep the 

building in good repair.be forced/compelled to do sthto have to do something that  

you do not want to do, because you are in a situation that makes it impossible to  

avoid:She was forced to retire early due to ill health.  

mysterious /mɪˈstɪəriəs $ -ˈstɪr-/ adjective  difficult to explain or 

understandmysterious + NOUNSa mysterious man/woman/figure Jim attracts the 

attention of a mysterious woman, who keeps sending him gifts.a mysterious 
stranger A mysterious stranger saved her life.sb’s mysterious death Detectives are 
investigating the mysterious death of a young soldier.a mysterious 

illness/disease/accident The doctor was unable to explain his patient’s mysterious 
illness.sb’s mysterious disappearance The case ended after the mysterious 
disappearance of the main witness.mysterious powers Scientists are often puzzled by 

the mysterious powers of nature.NOUNS + mysterioussomething mysterious There 
was something mysterious about him and she wanted to ask so many 
questions.PHRASESdie/disappear/vanish in mysterious circumstances He 
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disappeared in mysterious circumstances, just before the wedding. If you cannot  

understand something and it seems strange, you can also say that it is a  

mystery: His death remains a mystery. The way his mind works is a mystery to  

me.If you say that an event is shrouded/veiled in mystery, it seems very  

mysterious and no one knows exactly what happened: The actor’s death is  

still shrouded in mystery. THESAURUS: 

mysteriouspuzzlingquestion | situation | phenomenon | aspectdifficult to  

explain or understand, especially so that you spend a long time thinking about  

something:There was the puzzling question of where the money had gone. | It is  

a puzzling situation when a bright child has difficulty with spelling. | The northern lights  

are a puzzling phenomenon (=a puzzling thing that happens). | One of the 

most puzzling aspects of the case is why anyone would have wanted to kill  

him. | I found her attitude deeply 

puzzling.bafflingcase | murder | mysteryimpossible to understand or solve, so that  

you feel very confused:It was a baffling case for the police. | The book is the story of  

the baffling murder of two young men. | The ship’s disappearance remained a baffling  

mystery. | Like many people, I find the whole thing completely 

baffling.inexplicable formalreason | feeling | behaviour | event | phenomenoni

mpossible to explain:For some inexplicable reason, her mind went completely  

blank. | She had an inexplicable feeling that she knew what was going to happen 

next. | Perhaps drink was the true explanation of his inexplicable behaviour. | No one 

knows the cause of these inexplicable events. | The film’s success was an inexplicable  

phenomenon.enigmatic formalsmile | expression | figure | man | replymysterious  

and difficult to understand, but also often attractive or interesting:When our eyes met,  

she gave me an enigmatic smile. | He was watching her with an enigmatic  

expression on his face. | Throughout his life, the great writer remained an enigmatic  

figure. | He was the strangest-looking and most enigmatic man. | “Why did you climb 

the mountain?” he asked. “Because it’s there,” came the enigmatic  

reply.cryptic formalmessage | remark | comment | referencehaving a meaning  

that is difficult to understand, and is not expressed in a clear direct way:I received a  

rather cryptic message, which said that the time for waiting was over. | He made 

a cryptic remark about internet freedom. | She made a cryptic comment about the two 

of us being ‘close friends’. | His plays are full of cryptic references.  

mystery /ˈmɪstəri/ noun  something that people do not understand or cannot 

explain because they do not know enough about itADJECTIVESa complete/total/real 

mystery It’s a complete mystery who this man is and where he is from.a big/great 
mystery If scientists are right, they have solved one of the biggest mysteries in 
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physics.an unsolved mystery What happened to her is still an unsolved mystery.an 

intriguing mystery (=interesting) The nature of their relationship remains 
an intriguing mystery.an enduring mystery (=continuing for a very long time) The 

possible location of the burial site is one of archaeology’s enduring mysteries.VERBSsth 
remains a mystery The cause of the accident remains a mystery.solve/unravel a 
mystery The research could help solve the mystery of why some people develop the 

illness and not others.explain the mystery No one has been able to explain the 
mystery of why so many ships have disappeared in this area.mystery surrounds 
sth Mystery surrounded the death of a Russian spy in London.the mystery 

deepens (=it becomes more difficult to understand) The mystery deepened with the 
discovery of a letter from his ex-wife.PREPOSITIONSthe mystery of sth Scientists are 
trying to unravel the mystery of the origins of life on Earth.mystery about/as to 

sth There is still the mystery about where all the money has gone.a mystery to 
sb The way her mind worked was always a mystery to him.PHRASESshrouded/veiled 
in mystery (=not able to be understood or explained) The origins of this tradition 

remain shrouded in mystery.an element of mystery (=part of something that seems 
mysterious) There is still an element of mystery about what really happened.an 
air/sense of mystery (=a mysterious quality) The dark glasses gave her an air of 

mystery.sth is a bit of a mystery informal (=it seems strange and you do not 
understand it) I don’t know why he left – it’s all a bit of a mystery.one of life’s (little) 
mysteries humorous (=something that you will never understand) Where socks 

disappear to is one of life’s little mysteries.be something of a mystery (=a 
mystery) The origin of the name St Kilda is something of a mystery.no (great) 
mystery (=easy to understand) His unpopularity with employees is no great mystery: 

he has a very rude, aggressive style. 

myth /mɪθ/ noun  1. an idea or story that many people believe, but which is not 

trueVERBS + mythbelieve a myth People still believe the myth that money will bring 

them happiness.create a myth Stalin created a lot of myths about 
himself.explode/dispel/debunk a myth (=show that it is not true) Our goal is 
to debunk the myth that science is boring.perpetuate a myth (=make it 

continue) Let’s stop perpetuating this myth.myth + VERBSa myth grows up (=starts) A 
number of myths have grown up about their relationship.a myth persists (=it 
continues) The myth still persists that we need to build more roads.myths 

surrounding sth (=myths about something) There are a lot of myths 
surrounding mental illness which still persist.ADJECTIVESa common/popular 
myth (=that many people believe) Contrary to popular myth, most road accidents are 

not the result of speeding.a modern myth Is it a modern myth that we are living in a 
classless society?a powerful myth (=that has a lot of influence on people) There is a 
powerful myth that crime has increased – in fact there was much more crime 100 years 

ago.a dangerous myth (= that may cause problems) The idea that a little alcohol is 
good for you is a dangerous myth.an old myth It’s amazing that some people still 
believe that old myth.sth is a complete/total myth (=it is completely untrue) The 

idea that smoking calms your nerves is a complete myth.an enduring myth (=that 
has continued for a long time) The idea that Kennedy was shot by the CIA is one of the 
enduring myths of our time.an urban myth (=an unusual or shocking story that a lot 

of people believe but it probably is not true) The story of a man meeting a beautiful 
woman who drugged him and stole his kidneys was just an urban myth.PHRASESit is a 
myth that... It’s a complete myth that eating carrots helps you to see in the dark.sth 
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is a bit of a myth informal (=it is not really true) The whole story is a bit of a 

myth.myth has it that... (=used when mentioning something that some people say is 
true ) Myth has it that Mrs Thatcher only needed four hours sleep a 

night.PREPOSITIONSa myth about sth Constantly repeated myths about the difficulties 
of having a female boss do not help women in the workplace.the myth of sth The 
myth of happy animals down on the farm is often far from the truth.2. a story about 

people in ancient timesADJECTIVESan ancient myth According to ancient myth, Chiron 
taught Achilles to run swiftly by making him chase wild deer.a classical myth In 
classical myth, Dionysus marries Ariadne, who was princess of Crete.a 

Greek/Roman/Chinese etc myth In the Roman myth, Romulus and Remus were 
brought up by wolves.PREPOSITIONSmyth of/about sth The painting is based on the 
myth of Narcissus. 

Letter N 

nail /neɪl/ noun  your nails are the hard smooth layers on the ends of your 

fingers and toesADJECTIVESlong/short nails Her long nails were painted a pearly 
pink.dirty/clean nails How did you get such dirty nails?manicured nails (=neatly cut 
and polished) She had beautifully manicured nails and expensive clothes.false 

nails Amy was wearing false nails.VERBScut your nails Try to avoid cutting your 
nails too short.bite your nails Eddie bit his nails nervously.trim your nails (=cut a 
small amount off) His nails were neatly trimmed.file your nails A girl was filing her 

nails on the bus.paint/polish/varnish your nails (=put coloured liquid on your 
nails) Her nails were painted red.do your nails informal (=cut, file, or paint your 
nails) She sat at her desk, doing her nails.break a nail Oh, no, I’ve broken a nail.nail + 

NOUNSnail varnish/polish She took a bottle of purple nail varnish out of her make-up 
bag.nail clippings (=pieces cut from your nails) There were nail clippings in the 
sink.nail scissors/clippers Can I borrow your nail scissors?a nail file Use a nail file to 

smooth rough edges on your nails.a nail brush Bertie scrubbed his nails with a nail 
brush.a nail bar/salon (=a place that offers beauty treatments for your nails) The nail 

bar offers a manicure for £10. You write fingernail and toenail as one word.  

naked /ˈneɪkəd, ˈneɪkɪd/ adjective  1. not wearing any clothes – used especially 

when this seems rather shockingNOUNSa naked man/woman/boy/girl There is a 

picture of a naked man on the cover of this month’s magazine.a naked body A naked 
body was found on the beach.naked chest/breasts/skin/flesh Sweat ran down 

his naked chest. If you look at something with the naked eye, you look at it without  

a telescope or microscope: The cells are invisible to the naked  

eye. ADVERBScompletely/totally naked She had just got out of the shower, and she 

was completely naked.half naked (=wearing very few clothes) It was very hot in the 
mine, and the men were all half naked.stark naked also buck 
naked AmE (=completely naked – used when this is very surprising or shocking) The 

local people wander around stark naked.VERBSpose naked (=sit or stand without any 
clothes, so that someone can paint a picture or take a photograph of you) The 
actress posed naked for a men’s magazine.strip (sb) naked (=take off all someone’s 
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clothes very quickly or roughly) The police stripped him naked and beat him with 

sticks.run/walk/swim naked The children ran naked into the sea.THESAURUS: 

nakedbarefoot | leg | arm | shoulders | chest | back | skina bare part of the 

body is not covered by clothes:The sand was too hot to walk on in bare feet. | Lucy felt  

the sun on her bare 

arms.nudepicture | portrait | photograph | scene | statue | woman | man | figu

re | body | beachnaked – used especially when talking about someone in a painting,  

film, or work of art:He painted a nude portrait of his wife. | There have been 

complaints about the nude scenes in the film. | The artist asked her to pose nude for  

him (=sit or stand without any clothes, so that someone can paint a picture or take a  

photograph of you). | She appeared nude in the film. Nude is also used as a noun  

(=a picture of a naked person): He often painted nudes. It is also used in the  

phrase in the nude (=without any clothes): Some people like to swim in the  

nude. toplessdancer | waitress | model | woman | sunbathing | bar | photoa 

topless woman has no clothes on the upper part of her body, so that her breasts are 

not covered:She worked as a topless dancer in a nightclub. | You need to be careful  

about sunburn if you go topless (=wear no clothes on the upper part of your  

body). Instead of saying that someone is naked, you can say that they have no  

clothes on/nothing on: He was standing there with nothing on!If someone takes off  

their clothes, you say that they get undressed: I got undressed and got ready for  

bed. Get undressed is the most commonly used form of the verb undress. 2. used 

about something which is not hidden, and seems shockingNOUNSnaked 

ambition/aggression There is naked aggression against foreigners.naked 
greed/hatred The government tried to satisfy the naked greed of its rich 

supporters.the naked truth/reality Maybe it’s time to state the naked truth. Pop 
music is dead. 
 

name /neɪm/ noun  1. what someone or something is calledADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ namefirst name also given name especially AmE (=the name chosen for you by 
your parents) “What’s your first name?” “Helena.”Christian name (=first name – 
becoming old-fashioned) “Roman is an unusual Christian name,” she said.last/family 

name (=the name that you share with your family) Her first name is Isabella, and 
her last name is Mullane.middle name (=the name between your first and last 
names) Harry Potter’s middle name is James.full name (=your first name, middle 

name, and last name) Rhoda Anne Dent was her full name.maiden name (=a woman’s 
family name before she married and began using her husband’s name) My 
mother’s maiden name was Higgins.married name (=a woman’s family name after 

she gets married, if she uses her husband’s name) I’m not sure what her married 
name is.user name (=when using a computer program) Enter your user name and 
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password.pen name (=a name that a writer uses which is not his or her real 

name) Mark Twain was his pen name. His real name was Samuel Clemens.stage 
name (=the name that an actor uses which is not his or her real name) She began 

acting in her childhood under the stage name Marjorie 
Moore.scientific/medical/technical name The medical name for high blood pressure 
is hypertension.sth’s common name (=the name that most people use for something, 

which is not scientific) The plant’s common name is willow moss.sth’s official 
name The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea is the official name for North Korea.a 
false name When arrested, he gave a false name to the police.a pet name (=a 

special name that you call someone you like) He called her by her pet name, 
Fifi.VERBShave a name A lot of people have the name ‘Smith’.sign your name Sign 
your name here, please.give sb a name They gave their pets unusual names.know 

sb’s name His first name is Tom, but I don’t know his last name.ask (sb) their 
name The man asked me my name.tell sb your name When he told me his name, I 
knew I had met him somewhere before.give (sb) your name (=tell someone your 

name, especially someone in an official position) I gave my name to the 
receptionist.call sb’s name (=say someone’s name loudly, to get their 
attention) He called Jean’s name, but there was no answer.change your name Many 

immigrants changed their names to seem more American.use a name I didn’t know 
him well enough to use his first name. | She may be using a false name.take a 
name (=choose to have a new name) Are you going to take your 

husband’s name when you get married?PREPOSITIONSthe name of sth What’s the 
name of the street?the name for sth Edo was the ancient name for Tokyo.under the 
name (of) sth I have a reservation under the name of Jackson.by the name 

of formal (=used for saying what someone’s name is) He married a young lady by the 
name of Sarah Hunt.PHRASESknow sb by name (=know their name) The head 
teacher knew all the children by name.call sb by their first/family etc name (=use 

that name when you speak to them) Everyone called him by his first name.go by the 
name of... (=be called something by people, often when that is not your real name) As 
he had long red hair, he went by the name of Red.under an assumed name (=using 

a false name in order to hide your real name) He had rented the car under an assumed 
name.greet sb by name (=use someone’s name when you see them) The 
waiter greeted him by name.your name and address Write your name and address at 

the top of the form.THESAURUS: namealias /ˈeɪliəs/a false name, especially one 

used by a criminal or spy:Police say the man uses a number of different aliases. | A 

Russian agent, Hans Geyer, used the alias 'Henry Toll'.appellation formala name 

which describes something – a very formal use:This fine city justifies its appellation  

‘the Pearl of the Orient’.sobriquet formala nickname – a very formal  

use:Jackson gained the sobriquet ‘Stonewall’ at the Battle of Bull Run (=he was given 

that name).2. informal a famous person, company, or productADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ namea big/top/great name Many of the big names in hairdressing have their own 
range of shampoos and hair products.a famous/well-known name The exhibition 

featured Rolls Royce, Ford, Toyota, and other famous names from the car industry.a 
household name (=one that most people know) General Electric became a household 
name in the US for its appliances and lighting.a familiar name Several familiar 

names attended the show.3. the opinion that people have about a person or 
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organizationADJECTIVESa good name The reports could damage the bank’s good 

name.a bad name The behaviour of some players has given the sport a bad 
name.VERBSclear your name (=prove that you have not done something bad or 

illegal) She was determined to clear her name.give sb/sth a bad name (=make 
someone or something have a bad reputation) A scandal like this could give the 

university a bad name. You say that someone makes or establishes a name for  

themselves, when saying that they become well known and well respected for what  

they do: He quickly made a name for himself in the art world. The company  

has established a name for itself in Europe. THESAURUS: name→ reputation 

nap /næp/ noun  a short sleep, especially during the dayADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ napa short/little nap A short nap may make you feel better.a quick/brief 

nap (=short) I like to have a brief nap in the afternoon.an afternoon/morning 
nap She has her afternoon nap at about two.a two-hour/twenty-minute etc nap At 
age four, she was still having a two-hour nap every day.a power nap (=a short sleep, 

that gives you more energy and concentration) Try taking a power nap before the 
meeting.VERBShave/take a nap I took a nap after lunch.nap + NOUNSnap time It’s 
the baby’s nap time now. 

nappy /ˈnæpi/ noun BrE  a piece of soft cloth or paper worn by a baby between 

its legs and fastened around its waist to hold its liquid and solid wasteVERBSwear a 
nappy She doesn’t wear nappies anymore; she’s toilet trained.have a nappy on (=be 

wearing a nappy) The little boy had a nappy on.change a nappy (=take off a baby’s 
dirty nappy and put on a clean one) Josie needs her nappy changing.put on a 
nappy I put a clean nappy on the baby before we went out.take off a nappy Come 

on, let’s take this dirty nappy off.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + nappya dirty/soiled 
nappy Where shall I put the dirty nappy?a wet nappy She had been left in 
a wet nappy all day.a dry/clean nappy I changed him into a dry nappy.a disposable 

nappy (=one that you use once and throw away) Disposable nappies are harmful to 
the environment.a cloth nappy (=one made of cloth, that you can wash and use 
again) New cloth nappies are easily washable.nappy + NOUNSnappy rash (=sore skin 

caused by wet nappies) He’s got really bad nappy rash at the moment.PHRASESbe out 
of nappies (=no longer wear nappies, but use the toilet instead) Is George out of 

nappies yet? Nappy is used in British English. American speakers say diaper.  

narrow /ˈnærəʊ $ -roʊ/ adjective  1. measuring only a small distance from one 

side to the other, especially in relation to the lengthNOUNSa narrow 

street/road/lane We visited the lovely old town with its narrow winding streets.a 
narrow path/track/alley There was a narrow path at the side of the house.a narrow 
passage/corridor/passageway His office was at the end of a narrow passage.a 

narrow strip/band/stripe She cut the ham into narrow strips.a narrow gap Rosie 
peered through the narrow gap in the curtains.a narrow bed The bed was narrow and 
uncomfortable.narrow stairs/a narrow stairway She went ahead of him up 

the narrow stairs.a narrow valley/canyon The stream is in a steep narrow valley.a 
narrow ledge He fell from the cliff and landed on a narrow ledge.narrow hips She 
had narrow hips like a boy.ADVERBSvery narrow Cats can squeeze through very 
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narrow gaps.quite/fairly/rather narrow The streets are quite narrow and full of 

people.relatively/comparatively narrow The path is relatively 

narrow.THESAURUS: narrowthinline | slice | strip | layermeasuring only a  

small distance from one side to the other:She noticed a thin line of sweat on his upper  

lip. | Ben cut a thin slice of bread. | Cut the peppers into thin strips. | The road was  

covered with a thin layer of ice.finehair | thread | wire | needle | tipextremely  

narrow – used especially about hair, thread etc:Polly felt the fine hairs on her arm 

rise. | The cotton is spun to a fine thread. | The cloth is richly decorated  

with fine gold wire. | A fine needle is inserted into the patient’s skin. | The plant’s  

broad leaves curve to a fine tip.ANTONYMS → wide (1)2. limited and not including 

many thingsNOUNSa narrow range The shop stocks a narrow range of 
products.narrow scope The main weakness of the review is its narrow scope.a 

narrow focus The report has an unnecessarily narrow focus.a narrow view You have 
a very narrow view of what is normal.narrow limits The date of the temple can be 

identified to within fairly narrow limits.narrow confines (=used to refer to something 
that does not include or allow many different things) She was tired of the narrow 
confines of boarding school life.a narrow sense In that narrow sense, Reagan was 

right.a narrow definition This is a fairly narrow definition of income.ADVERBSvery 
narrow This definition is a very narrow one.quite/fairly/rather narrow The range of 
options is fairly narrow.relatively/comparatively narrow The focus of this study 
was relatively narrow.ANTONYMS → wide (2)3. used when something could easily not 

have happenedNOUNSa narrow escape They had a narrow escape when their car 
suddenly burst into flames.a narrow victory The result was a narrow victory for 

Arsenal.a narrow defeat It was a narrow defeat for France.a narrow 
margin Kennedy won the election by a narrow margin. 

nasty /ˈnɑːsti $ ˈnæsti/ adjective  unpleasant or unkindNOUNSa nasty 

shock/surprise I got a nasty shock when I discovered my phone was missing.a nasty 
habit Drivers often have a nasty habit of driving too close to cyclists.a nasty 
accident/fall Ella had a nasty fall and broke her leg.a nasty injury/cut/gash That’s 

a nasty cut you’ve got on your arm.a nasty cough/cold He’s had a nasty cough for a 
few weeks now.a nasty feeling I have a nasty feeling that things are going to get 
worse.a nasty taste/smell There’s a nasty smell in here.nasty 

weather The weather is going to be nasty tomorrow.a nasty business (=an 
unpleasant situation or activity) War is a very nasty business.nasty things also nasty 
stuff informal He wrote some nasty things about me.a nasty comment/remark She 

made a nasty comment about my family.VERBSturn/get nasty When Harry refused, 
Don turned nasty and hit him.look/sound nasty That cut looks nasty – you should go 
to the hospital.ADVERBSvery/really nasty He was very nasty to 

me.downright/thoroughly nasty Some of the comments were downright 
nasty.particularly nasty It was a particularly nasty attack.pretty nasty informal It 
was a pretty nasty injury.rather nasty We had a rather 

nasty surprise.PREPOSITIONSbe nasty to sb She’s always being nasty to her 
sister.PHRASEScheap and nasty The clothes looked cheap and nasty.a nasty piece of 
work informal (=a very unpleasant or unkind person) He’s a nasty piece of 

work.THESAURUS: nasty→ unkind 
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nation /ˈneɪʃən/ noun  a country, considered especially in relation to its people 

and its social or economic structureADJECTIVESa great/powerful nation China is one 
of the most powerful nations in the world.a rich/wealthy nation Most tourists come 
from the wealthy nations of the world.a poor nation also an impoverished 

nation formal The high cost of medicines in poor nations prevents many citizens from 
receiving health care.an independent/sovereign nation (=one that rules itself, 
rather than being run by another country) We are a sovereign nation and do not accept 

interference in our internal affairs.an industrial/industrialized nation The 
rich industrial nations dominate the global economy.a developed/advanced 
nation (=one that has many industries) In the developed nations, many students stay 

in education after 18.a developing/emerging nation (=one that is starting to have 
more industry) Food shortages are often a problem in developing nations.VERBSlead 
the nation He led the nation out of a depression.address the nation (=make an 

official speech to people in a country) The president addressed the nation from outside 
the White House.unite the nation The crisis seemed to unite the nation.divide the 
nation (=make people in a country disagree) The war 

has divided the nation.create/build a nation They worked together to build a 
new nation.shock the nation This terrible crime has shocked the whole nation.rebuild 

a nation It will take a long time to rebuild this war-torn nation.a nation faces 

sth The nation is facing its greatest challenge ever.THESAURUS: 

nation→ country (1)  

national /ˈnæʃənəl/ adjective  related to a whole nation as opposed to any of its 

partsNOUNSnational security Officials believe this group is a threat to national 

security.the national average The crime rate in the area is below the national 
average.a national team He plays for the Danish national team.a national 
newspaper His photo appeared in every national newspaper.national 

television/radio The president appeared on national television.a national 
organization/charity/agency It is a national organization which offers advice to 
consumers.a national campaign/survey/election A national survey of teachers 

found that many are unhappy in their jobs.a national anthem (=a national 
song) The national anthem of both teams was played at the start of the game.the 
national interest (=what is good or necessary for a country) I believe these changes 

will be against our national interest.national pride Jamaican music is a source of 
deep national pride.national identity This tradition is part of our national 
identity.PHRASESat a national level Religion matters very much at a national 

level.national and international The paper contains national and 
international news.local and national He has been involved in local and 
national politics. 

nationality /ˌnæʃəˈnæləti, ˌnæʃəˈnælɪti/ noun  the state of legally being a citizen 

of a particular countryADJECTIVESa different nationality The school has students of 
many different nationalities.mixed nationality Boats with crews of mixed 

nationalities are very common now.dual nationality (=two nationalities) He has dual 
nationality because he was born in France to Argentine parents.foreign 
nationality The new restrictions applied to anyone of foreign nationality.all 

nationalities/every nationality (=many different nationalities) Her books are 
popular with people of all nationalities.VERBShave British/US etc 
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nationality also hold British/US etc nationality Her 

husband has Japanese nationality.take a nationality also acquire a 
nationality formal In 1999, he took Spanish nationality.change 

nationality She changed nationality twice.nationality + NOUNSa nationality 
group They examined the differences between nationality groups.PREPOSITIONSof 
Chinese/Algerian/any etc nationality We accept 

students of any nationality.PHRASESon grounds of nationality It is illegal to 
discriminate on grounds of nationality. 

nationwide /ˌneɪʃənˈwaɪd◂, ˈneɪʃənwaɪd/ adjective  happening or existing in 

every part of a countryNOUNSa nationwide search/hunt Police have launched 

a nationwide hunt for the two men. | Her disappearance led to a nationwide search.a 
nationwide survey According to a nationwide survey, 80% of all young people have a 
smartphone.a nationwide tour The singer is currently on a nationwide 

tour.nationwide television The president went on nationwide television to appeal for 
calm.a nationwide strike/protest Unions have called a nationwide strike next 
week. | There were nationwide protests demanding his release.a nationwide 

campaign They began a nationwide campaign to vaccinate babies against the 
disease.a nationwide election Nationwide elections are on November 7.a nationwide 

network/system The company has a nationwide network of offices. 

native /ˈneɪtɪv/ adjective  1. your native country, town etc is the place where 

you were bornNOUNSsb’s native country He moved back to his native country.sb’s 
native land/soil literary I knew I would never see my native land again. | They will 

fight to defend their native soil against an invader.sb’s native city/town/village She 
is proud of her native city.sb’s native Australia/Poland etc He left Hong Kong in 
August to return to his native Australia.2. native people, animals, or plants have always 

been in a particular place, rather than coming there from somewhere elseNOUNSthe 
native population/inhabitants What impact did the Romans have on the native 
population?the native people The native people lived in harmony with nature. | Early 

settlers thought it was right to show native people how to dress and speak.a native 
New Yorker/Californian etc Her husband was a native New Yorker and had never 
lived outside the city.a native species These foreign species threaten the survival 

of native species.a native plant/tree British scientists came here to study native 
plants.a native animal/fish/bird The kiwi is New Zealand’s most famous native 

bird.sth’s native habitat (=the place where a plant or animal normally lives) It was 
wonderful to see these creatures in their native habitat.PREPOSITIONSnative to a 
place Chillies are not native to India, and probably came from South America.3. your 

native language is the first language you learned to speakNOUNSsb’s native 
language His native language was German.sb’s native tongue literary The girls were 
singing in their native tongue.a native speaker He had never spoken to a native 

speaker of English before. 

natural /ˈnætʃərəl/ adjective  1. existing in nature and not caused, made, or 

controlled by peopleNOUNSthe natural world (=trees, flowers, animals, rivers etc) We 
should be protecting the natural world, not destroying it.natural history (=the study 

of plants, animals, and minerals) We went to the Natural History Museum, to see the 
dinosaurs.natural resources Japan has few natural resources such as oil or coal, and 
has to depend on imports.natural beauty The region is famous for its great natural 

beauty.a natural disaster/catastrophe (=a terrible event such as a flood or 
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earthquake) The earthquake was the country’s worst natural disaster.a natural 

phenomenon (=something that happens in nature) Some natural phenomena are 
difficult for scientists to explain.a natural lake/river/harbour There are few natural 

lakes that can be used to supply drinking water.natural products/ingredients (=with 
no artificial chemicals) We only use natural ingredients in our foods.natural 
fibres (=wool, cotton etc – not materials that are man-made) Natural fibres such as 

cotton will help to keep you cool.natural light (=from the sun) I prefer to use natural 
light when I’m taking photographs.natural causes (=used when someone dies 
because of an illness or accident, not because of human actions) The police say the 

man died from natural causes.natural enemies/predators (=other types of animals 
that will attack an animal) The bird has few natural enemies.natural methods Some 
people prefer to use natural methods of pain relief such as relaxation 

techniques.natural colour BrE natural color AmE (=that you were born 
with) Her natural hair colour is brown.sth’s natural 
habitat/environment/surroundings (=the place where something usually lives) You 

can observe the birds in their natural habitat.THESAURUS: 

naturalwildflower | plant | herb | animal | bird | beauty | landscapewild  

flowers, plants, and animals are not grown or kept by people. Wild areas of land do not  

have humans living there:In spring, the fields are full of wild flowers. | Many wild  

plants are in danger of dying out, because of modern farming methods. | Wild  

animals are protected by law and hunting is strictly controlled. | You can see hundreds  

of species of wild birds. | The Yorkshire moors are famous for their wild  

beauty. | Nepal’s wild mountain landscape is one of the most beautiful places in the 

world.puregold | silver | cotton | wool | silk | air | water | juice | alcohola pure 

substance or material is not mixed with anything else:The necklace is made of pure 

gold. | The shirt is pure cotton. | My sweater is made of pure new wool. | The air is  

much purer in the mountains. | I’d like a glass  

of pure orange juice.organicfood | farming | produce | vegetables | carrots | tom

atoes | fruit | milk | eggs | meat | chicken | beauty productsorganic food is  

grown or produced without using chemicals which harm the environment:Do you think  

that organic food tastes better than ordinary food? | Scientific evidence has shown 

that organic farming is better for the environment. | Sales of organic produce have 

increased significantly in recent years. | You can buy organic vegetables at our local  

farmers’ market. | Organic milk is more expensive, but you know that the cows are 

treated better. | We used to buy organic free range chicken, until we realised that the 

kindest thing was to stop eating meat altogether. | The hair salon only uses organic  

beauty  

products.unspoiled also unspoilt BrEcountryside | beaches | village | town | sce

nery | surroundings | beauty | charm | paradisea place that is unspoiled is still  

beautiful because no one has built roads or buildings on 

it:The countryside is remarkably unspoiled. | The island has mile after mile  
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of unspoiled beaches. | It is a pleasant unspoilt village. | You can discover  

the unspoiled beauty of the region. | Bali was once an unspoilt  

paradise.undevelopedarea | region | land | island | coast | coastlinean 

undeveloped area does not have towns, factories, or big roads built on it:The south  

west is still an undeveloped area of the country. | The railroad company entered 

this undeveloped region and created new towns, bringing in thousands of new 

settlers. | Much of the border is undeveloped land. | Because they are so far away,  

the islands have remained relatively undeveloped. | The country has hundreds of  

miles of undeveloped coastline. | The mountains are still undeveloped for  

tourism.untouchedwilderness | jungle | ecosystema place that is untouched has  

not been affected by human activity:Europe’s last untouched wilderness is to be 

preserved for future generations. | The bank has been discussing plans to cut down 

trees in an untouched Brazilian jungle. | There are very few parts of the world that  

remain untouched by humans.virginforest | rainforest | land | territoryvirgin  

forest or land is still in its natural state and has not been spoiled or changed in any 

way by humans:Roads were built through virgin forests, without caring about the effect  

on local wildlife. | Thousands of acres of virgin rainforest are being destroyed each  

year. | He bought 14,000 acres of virgin land in Ontario. | New settler towns were 

established in virgin territory. Virgin is always used before a noun. 2. natural feelings 

and reactions are reasonable and what you would expect in that situationNOUNSa 
natural reaction/response Of course you feel disappointed – it’s a very natural 

reaction.a natural desire/wish/willingness There is a natural desire to avoid 
change.ADVERBSperfectly natural When you feel sad, it is perfectly natural to 

cry.PHRASESit is (only) natural It is only natural to worry about your baby’s 
health.sth is the most natural thing in the world (=it does not surprise or shock 
you at all) His parents behaved as if it was the most natural thing in the world when he 

told them about it.3. a natural skill or feeling is one that you were born withNOUNSa 
natural skill/talent/ability/aptitude She has a natural talent for the game.a 
natural instinct/feeling His natural instinct was to defend himself.natural 

shyness/curiosity/interest It was difficult for the prince to overcome his natural 
shyness.a natural distrust/suspicion He had a natural distrust of reporters.a 
natural leader/artist/singer/actor (=someone who is born with the skill needed to 

be a leader etc) Thatcher was a natural leader. You can also use natural-born in this  

meaning: Thatcher was a natural-born leader.  

nature /ˈneɪtʃə $ -tʃər/ noun  1. everything in the physical world that is not made 

by people, including plants and animalsnature + NOUNSa nature reserve also a 
nature preserve AmE (=a natural area in which animals and plants are 
protected) This area of rainforest is now a nature reserve.nature 

conservation (=protecting nature) The government is committed to nature 
conservation.a nature lover (=someone who likes nature) Canada is a great place 

for nature lovers.a nature trail (=a path through an area where you can see 
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interesting animals and plants) There is a nature trail through the 

woods.PREPOSITIONSin nature In nature, only the strongest animals will 
survive.PHRASESthe laws of nature We have increased our understanding of the laws 

of nature.the forces of nature The world’s most powerful country is still vulnerable to 
the forces of nature.the wonders of nature (=the most impressive things or places in 
the natural world) The Grand Canyon is one of the wonders of nature.the beauty of 

nature Students are taught to appreciate the beauty of nature.sth is nature’s way of 
doing sth Pain is nature’s way of telling us there’s something wrong.get closer to 
nature/get back to nature They moved to the countryside because they wanted to 

get closer to nature. | We decided to get back to nature and start our own 
farm.commune with nature (=spend time quietly enjoying the countryside) Walking 

in the forest gives you the chance to commune with nature. Other ways of talking  

about natureWhen you are talking about how a natural area looks, you often  

use countryside, for example: The countryside around Oxford is very beautiful. Don’t  

say the nature is beautiful.Countryside is used especially about fields and low hills.  

If you want to talk about mountains, it is better to use scenery, for  

example: Yosemite National Park has some amazing scenery. You can also say There  

are some amazing views. 2. someone’s characterADJECTIVESa kind/serious/happy 

etc nature He has a kind nature and always wants to help people.sb’s true 
nature (=what someone is really like) After a few months we began to see her true 
nature.human nature (=what humans are usually like and why they behave in the 

way they do) Freud’s theory of human nature was very complex.PREPOSITIONSby 
nature I am by nature a shy person.sth is in sb’s nature (=it is what someone is 

usually like) It wasn’t in his nature to be cruel.sth is against sb’s nature (=it is not 
how someone usually behaves) It was against her nature to tell lies.PHRASEStake 
advantage of sb’s good nature (=try to get things from someone because you know 

they are a kind person and will do what you ask) People took advantage of my 
father’s good nature and borrowed money which they never paid back.appeal to sb’s 
better nature (=ask someone to help you because he or she is really a kind 

person) There was little point in appealing to his better nature when he clearly didn’t 
have one.3. the qualities or features that something hasADJECTIVESthe true/real 
nature of sth He refused to reveal the true nature of his work.the exact/precise 

nature of sth The precise nature of their relationship remains unclear.the 
essential/fundamental/intrinsic nature of sth This new rule will not change 
the essential nature of the game.of a general nature I am able to answer questions of 

a general nature.of a different/similar nature In the cities, the problem is of 
a different nature.of a personal nature (=concerning private details about 
someone) Employee files contain information of a personal nature.of a technical 

nature There may be problems of a technical nature.of a practical nature His advice 
was always of a most practical nature.complex nature The complex nature of many 
frauds makes it difficult for the police to prepare a good case.sensitive 

nature Because of its sensitive nature, access to the report was restricted to a few 
officials.political/legal/financial etc nature The political nature of her work brought 
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her into conflict with the authorities.temporary/permanent nature The temporary 

nature of her job meant she did not get to know the company well.VERBSunderstand 
the nature of sth I understand the nature of the risks involved.change the nature of 

sth You have the power to change the nature of the relationships in your 
life.PREPOSITIONSthe nature of sth He did not tell us about the nature of the 
discussions. | Different philosophers have different ideas about the nature 

of reality....in nature The two cases are similar in nature.of ... nature He offered me 
help of a practical nature. | I knew little about things of that nature.PHRASESby its 
very nature (=because of its nature) The future is, by its very nature, uncertain. 

naughty /ˈnɔːti $ ˈnɒːti, ˈnɑːti/ adjective  a naughty child or pet behaves badly 

and does not obey youNOUNSa naughty boy/girl/child Don’t do that, you naughty 
girl!a naughty dog/cat etc That naughty cat has just eaten your food!naughty 
behaviour BrE naughty behavior AmE How do you punish naughty 

behaviour?ADJECTIVESnaughty little You are a naughty little boy!THESAURUS: 

naughtybad especially spokenboy | girl | dog | cat | behaviourvery  

naughty:Have you been a bad boy? | No! Bad dog! | Children soon learn that bad 

behaviour is a good way of getting attention.badly behavedchild | pupil | studenta 

badly behaved child does naughty things. Badly behaved is more formal  

than naughty or bad:If a child is badly behaved, are the parents to blame? | Teachers  

know how to deal with badly behaved pupils.disobedientchild | doga disobedient  

person or animal deliberately does not do what they are told to do:She treated her  

husband like a disobedient child. | Disobedient dogs need to be carefully trained. | She 

was sent to her room for being disobedient. | The slaves were punished for being  

disobedient.mischievousgrin | smile | look | boy | girl | childdoing naughty things,  

but in a way that makes people laugh rather then be angry – often used about  

someone’s face or smile :The boy was watching them with a mischievous grin on his  

face. | I remember her as a happy mischievous  

girl.rebelliousteenager | adolescent | son | daughter | streakdeliberately not  

obeying people in authority:He suddenly turned into a rebellious teenager who stayed 

up in his room all day. | Her rebellious daughter decided to leave home. | Young 

people with a rebellious streak may experiment with drugs (=young people with a  

tendency to be rebellious).  

nausea /ˈnɔːziə, -siə $ ˈnɒːziə, -ʃə/ noun formal  the feeling that you have when 

you think you are going to vomit (=bring food up from your stomach through your 
mouth)VERBSsuffer from nausea Some patients suffer from nausea and 

headaches.cause nausea The medicine can cause nausea and dizziness.nausea 
sweeps over/engulfs sb formal (=someone suddenly feels strong nausea) Nausea 
swept over him when he tried to stand.ADJECTIVESintense/severe nausea She was 

suffering from severe nausea and vomiting.mild nausea The tablets can cause mild 
nausea.PHRASESa feeling of nausea Many women have feelings of nausea in early 
pregnancy.a wave of nausea (=a sudden strong feeling of nausea) When he tried to 

smoke the cigarette, a wave of nausea swept over him. 
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near /nɪə $ nɪr/ adverb preposition  only a short distance from a person or 

thingVERBSgo near sb/sth She told the children not to go near the canal.come near 
sb/sth also draw near formal The fox came near the house.live near sb/sth The 
family lives near San Diego.get nearer (and nearer) The sound got nearer and 

nearer. Near or near to?You usually say near sb/sth, or close to sb/sth.‘Near to  

sb/sth’ is possible, but less common. THESAURUS: nearclosevery near  

something or someone, or almost touching them:The hotel is close to the 

beach. | Nancy came and sat close beside me on the 

bed.nearbytown | city | village | street | building | hospitalnear here or near a  

particular place:They owned a shop in a nearby town. | Police closed some nearby  

streets to traffic. | He was taken by ambulance to a nearby hospital. | Her son lives 

nearby. | Is there a post office nearby? Nearby is used as an adverb and an  

adjective. neighbouring BrE neighboring AmEcountry | state | area | town | vill

age | fieldneighbouring countries, towns etc are next to or near a particular  

place:Thousands of refugees escaped to neighbouring countries. | The storm has also  

damaged parts of neighboring states. | The rioting quickly spread to neighbouring  

areas. | The neighbouring town also has a beautiful medieval church. | The animals left  

the woods and went out into the neighbouring  

fields.surroundingarea | region | countryside | hills | mountains | villagesaroun

d a place:There was a slight increase in radiation in the surrounding  

area. | The surrounding countryside is very beautiful. | The people escaped into  

the surrounding  

hills.localschool | hospital | library | shop | store | people | community | reside

nts | inhabitants | farmer | governmentin the area near where someone lives, or  

near where something happens:The children go to the local school. | The passengers  

are being treated in a local hospital. | You can buy milk and eggs at the local  

store. | Local people should have the right to decide how their communities are 

run. | The police depend on the support of the local community. | The firm employs a  

quarter of the local inhabitants (=the people who live somewhere – a rather formal  

use). | The party won the local government elections. When saying that something  

is near and easy to get to, you can also say that it is a 2-minute walk, a 5-minute  

drive, or that it is within walking distance.You can also say that something is in  

the area (=near a place): Are there any good restaurants in the area? In more  

informal English, you can also say Are there any good restaurants around here?  

nearby /nɪəˈbaɪ $ ˈnɪr-/ adverb  THESAURUS > near 
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necessary /ˈnesəsəri, ˈnesɪsəri $ -seri/ adjective  used to describe something 

that you need to have or doADVERBSabsolutely necessary Force is only used 
when absolutely necessary.strictly necessary (=really necessary – used especially 
when saying that something is not necessary) He spoke for longer than was strictly 

necessary.VERBSbecome necessary It became necessary to find another office.make 
it necessary to do sth Larger ships made it necessary to create a new port.find it 
necessary to do sth I rarely find it necessary to use a ruler.prove 

necessary formal (=be necessary) It may prove necessary to increase the number of 
staff.consider sth necessary also deem sth necessary formal The court 
may deem it necessary for the person to stay in prison.NOUNSthe necessary 

information We couldn’t make a decision, because we didn’t have all the necessary 
information.the necessary skills/knowledge/experience He lacks the necessary 
skills and experience.the necessary steps/arrangements/measures People should 

take the necessary steps to protect themselves from burglars.the necessary 
changes It will take up to two years to make the necessary changes.a necessary part 
of sth Many people look on religion as a necessary part of life.a necessary 

evil (=someone or something that you must have, even though you do not want 
to) Voters see taxation as a necessary evil.PREPOSITIONSnecessary for sth Oxygen 

is necessary for life.PHRASESit is necessary (for sb to do sth) They try to only spend 
money when it is necessary.if necessary We are willing to fight, if necessary.as 

necessary (=whenever necessary) Repeat this process as necessary.THESAURUS: 

necessaryessentialvery important and necessary, especially in order to be healthy,  

successful etc:Vitamins are essential for healthy growth. | Oxygen is essential  

to life. | The tourist industry is an essential part of the Spanish economy. | The 

other essential element in political success is luck (=an essential part of something - a  

rather formal use).vitalpart | piece | evidenceextremely important and necessary,  

especially in order to avoid serious problems:Investment in science is a vital part of the 

nation's economy. | A vital piece of equipment on the spacecraft had stopped 

operating. | His evidence was seen as vital to the trial. | It is vital that the aid is  

sent immediately.compulsorytraining | education | subject | military 

service | retirement | redundancyif something is compulsory, you must do it  

because of a rule or law:All new staff have to attend a compulsory training  

course. | Education is compulsory for all children from 5 to 16 years of age in  

England. | Maths and Science are compulsory subjects. | The government  

introduced compulsory military service. | They want to end compulsory retirement at  

65.obligatoryif something is obligatory, you must do it because of a rule or  

law. Obligatory is more formal than compulsory:The use of seatbelts is  

obligatory. | Safety regulations have made it obligatory for all fighters to wear  

gloves.mandatorysentence | penalty | award | limit | retirement | requirementi

f something is mandatory, you must do it because it is the law. Mandatory is more 

formal than compulsory and sounds stronger:The prisoner is serving a mandatory life  

sentence (=he will spend the rest of his life in prison, because the law says that he 
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must be punished in this way). | Levitt had reached the company's mandatory  

retirement age of 70. | School attendance is mandatory.requisite /ˈrekwəzət,  

ˈrekwɪzət/ formalnumber | amount | level | majority | skills | experience | inform

ation | evidence | periodthe requisite things are the ones that you need to have in  

order to do something:We need to make sure that each event is staffed by the 

requisite number of officials. | I waited for what I thought was the requisite amount of  

time. | The Chancellor failed to attain the requisite majority by two votes. | The other  

candidates lacked the requisite skills. | The police did not have the requisite evidence 

needed for a successful prosecution.ANTONYMS → unnecessary 

necessity /nəˈsesəti/ noun  1. a situation in which something is 

necessaryPHRASESthere is no necessity to do sth The prime minister believes 
that there is no necessity to change the law.sth is a matter of necessity (=something 

needs to be done) Building a high-speed rail system in the US is a matter of 
necessity.should the necessity arise (=if something becomes necessary) The school 
reserves the right to cancel courses should the necessity arise.sth is born out of 

necessity (=something happens as a result of being necessary) Labor unions were 
born out of necessity, to protect the health and well-being of American 
workers.ADJECTIVESurgent/immediate necessity Tax reform is an urgent 

necessity.practical necessity Most car buying decisions made by UK families are born 
out of practical necessity.absolute necessity Education is an absolute necessity for 
the economic and social development of any nation.sheer/great necessity There is 

a great necessity to improve public transport in the 
area.economic/financial/political necessity Economic necessity forced her to leave 
school at 16 and find work at a local factory.VERBSavoid/remove/eliminate the 

necessity to do sth Having a home gym eliminates the necessity to travel for your 
workout.feel the necessity to do sth He didn’t feel the necessity to move to 
London.emphasize/stress/highlight the necessity to do sth The 

president stressed the necessity to invest in and develop the country’s oil 
industry.understand/realize the necessity to do sth Companies 
must understand the necessity to target the type of people that have an interest in 

their products.accept the necessity to do sth To what extent has the 
public accepted the necessity to cut government spending?PREPOSITIONSout of 

necessity/through necessity She sold the car out of necessity because it had 
become too expensive to run.without the necessity of sth You can book a flight 
online without the necessity of using a paper ticket.2. something that you need to 

haveADJECTIVESthe bare/basic necessities Being unemployed makes it difficult to 
afford even the basic necessities.an absolute/vital necessity Access to clean drinking 
water is an absolute necessity.a daily necessity The majority of people consider their 

car to be a daily necessity for getting around.VERBShave the necessities Once 
you have the necessities in place, you should be able to make any business a 
success.lack the necessities A large proportion of the 

population lack the necessities of life.sth has become a necessity A fast internet 
connection has become a necessity these days.PHRASESthe necessities of life An 
increasing number of people are unable to afford the necessities of life. 
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neck /nek/ noun  1. the part that joins a person’s or animal’s head to their 

shouldersADJECTIVESa long/short neck Giraffes have long necks.a thick neck He 
had a thick neck and muscular shoulders.a slender neck (=slim and attractive) The 
girl had a long slender neck.a scrawny neck (=thin and unattractive) The old man 

wrapped his scarf around his scrawny neck.a swanlike neck literary (=thin and 
graceful) There was a string of pearls around her swanlike neck.a stiff neck I woke up 
with a stiff neck.VERBSinjure/hurt your neck She injured her neck while skiing.break 

your neck He fell from a window and broke his neck.stretch your neck The 
bird stretched its neck and flapped its wings.crane your neck (=stretch your neck so 
that you are more able to see something) They craned their necks to see what was 

going on.wring sth’s neck (=twist the neck of a bird or animal to kill it) He caught a 

chicken and wrung its neck. You also use this phrase when threatening to hurt  

someone because you are annoyed with them: If he does that again,  

I’ll wring his neck. NOUNS + neckneck muscles His neck muscles relaxed.a neck 

injury He suffered a neck injury in last week’s game.a neck brace (=an object that 
you wear around your injured neck to support it)PREPOSITIONSaround/round sb’s 
neck She wore a gold chain around her neck.PHRASEShold/take/grab sb by the 

scruff of the neck (=hold someone by the back of their neck) He grabbed me by the 
scruff of the neck and pushed me towards the door.a crick in your neck (=a pain in 
the muscles in your neck) He had a crick in his neck after sleeping in his car.the nape 

of your neck especially literary (=the back of your neck) She tied her hair back with a 
ribbon at the nape of her neck.2. the part of a piece of clothing that goes around your 
neckADJECTIVES/NOUNS + necka high/low neck The dress had a high neck and long 

sleeves.a V-neck I want a top with a V-neck.a round neck The blouse has a round 
neck.a crew neck (=a round neck on a sweater or top)a polo neck BrE a 
turtleneck AmE (=a high collar on a sweater or top that is folded down)an open 

neck A dark red silk scarf was tucked into the open neck of his shirt. You can also use  

the adjectives high-necked, V-necked when describing clothes: a V-necked sweater  

need1 /niːd/ verb [T]  if you need something or someone, you must have them, 

because you cannot do something without themADVERBSneed sth urgently The 
hospital needs supplies of blood urgently.need sth badly/desperately Our company 

was growing and we needed an office badly.really need sth I was tired and really 
needed a rest.only/just need sth They only need another $100 to reach their 
target.still need sth Do you still need a babysitter tomorrow night?no longer need 

sth He threw away all the papers he no longer needed.hardly need sth (=almost not 
need something) Bamboo plants hardly need any care.much-needed They are going 
away for a much-needed holiday.sorely needed (=needed very much) The team had 

lost four games in a row and sorely needed a win.PHRASESall/everything you 

need Are you sure that you have everything you need?THESAURUS: 

needrequire formalto need something:Children require a lot of attention. | The game 

requires great skill.can’t do without sthto be unable to do something without  

something:A lot of people can’t do without their mobile phones.could do with 
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sth/could use sth informalto need or want something:Shall we stop? I could do with  

a rest.be desperate for sthto need something urgently:Liz was desperate for a  

cigarette. | The people are desperate for food.be dependent on sth/sbto be unable  

to live or continue normally without something or someone:The refugees are 

dependent on outside food supplies.demand formalif one thing demands another, it  

needs that thing in order to happen or be done successfully:The situation is urgent and 

demands immediate action.  

need2 /niːd/ noun  1. a situation in which something is necessary, especially 

something that is not happening yet or is not yet availableADJECTIVESan 
urgent/pressing need There is an urgent need for more teachers.a 

desperate/crying need (=very urgent) There is a desperate need for more 
housing. | There’s a crying need for more doctors and nurses.a real/clear need There 
is a real need for after-school care in our area.a growing/increasing need There will 

be a growing need for experienced business people.VERBScreate a need for sth The 
increase in the birthrate created a need for more schools.eliminate/remove/get rid 
of the need for sth (=make something unnecessary) The new drug 

treatment eliminates the need for surgery.reduce/increase the need for sth A good 
public transport system will reduce the need for car travel. | An expanding population 

has increased the need for more doctors and nurses.stress/emphasize/underline 
the need for sth (=say how important it is) He stressed the need for better health 
care.accept/recognize/acknowledge the need for sth We fully recognize the need 

to improve communications.identify a need for sth The company has identified the 
need for further training for staff.be driven by a need (=be influenced by a need) The 
merger was driven by the need to cut costs.a need exists New teaching materials 

must be created if a need exists for them.PREPOSITIONSthe need for sth Most people 
recognize the need for change.in need (=who need help) It is important that the 
money goes to those in need.PHRASESbe in need of sth (=need something) The 

boy was in need of a haircut.there is a need for sth Clearly there is a need for more 
research. | They felt that there was no need for a formal contract.as/if/when the 
need arises also should the need arise (=when something becomes 

necessary) Team members move from job to job as the need arises.if need be (=if it is 
necessary) I can work during my lunch break if need be.2. something that someone 

needs GrammarUsually plural in this meaning. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + needbasic 

needs In some countries people do not earn enough to meet their basic needs.human 
needs Energy for cooking is one of the biggest human needs.individual/specific 
needs We make furniture to suit a customer’s individual 

needs.financial/emotional/spiritual etc needs The emotional needs of elderly 
patients are often ignored.energy/information etc needs Solar power can meet all of 

the country’s energy needs.changing needs A mother’s milk changes to meet the 
changing needs of her baby.conflicting needs (=very different) It can be difficult to 
negotiate an agreement with groups who have conflicting 

needs.VERBSmeet/satisfy/serve sb’s needs (=provide what someone needs) The 
success of the supermarket shows that it is meeting the needs of shoppers.address 
sb’s needs (=deal with and try to satisfy needs) It is vital for any health service 

to address the needs of people of all ages.respond to sb’s needs Parents should be 
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able to respond to the needs of their children.ignore sb’s needs The government has 

been accused of ignoring the needs of refugees.consider sb’s needs He believes that 
companies should consider the needs of older people when designing goods and 

services.be tailored to sb’s needs (=be designed for what a particular person or 
group needs) We offer diet and fitness programmes which are tailored to your 
needs.balance sb’s needs (=deal with the different needs of two people or 

groups) Park rangers have to balance the needs of wildlife with the needs of local 
people. 

needle /ˈniːdl/ noun  a small thin piece of steel, with a point at one end and a 

hole in the other, used for sewingVERBSthread a 

needle Eleanor threaded the needle.use a needle I don’t think he even knows how 
to use a needle!PHRASESa needle and thread I got a needle and thread and sewed 
the button back on.the eye of a needle (=the small hole at the top that the thread 

goes through) This gadget helps you put the thread through the eye of the needle. 

needy /ˈniːdi/ adjective  THESAURUS > poor (1) 

negative adjective  1. expecting that something bad will happen, or criticizing 

or disapproving of someone or somethingNOUNSa negative attitude/outlook She 
seems to have a very negative attitude on life.a negative view We need to move way 

from the negative view of children as troublemakers or victims.a negative 
response The idea met with a negative response from the rest of the team.negative 
feedback Too much negative feedback can have a bad effect on 

performance.VERBSseem/sound negative I wish you wouldn’t always sound so 
negative about everything.PREPOSITIONSnegative about sth She was very negative 
about my work.ANTONYMS → positive (1)2. bad or harmfulNOUNSa negative 

effect/impact Pollution from cars has a negative effect on health.negative 
consequences/implications The changes to the law could have negative 

consequences for democracy.a negative aspect/side The news reports tended to 

focus on the negative aspects of the situation.THESAURUS: 

negative→ bad (1)ANTONYMS → positive (2) 

neglect /nɪˈɡlekt/ verb  to not look after someone or something properly, or not 

give them enough attentionNOUNSneglect your child We must protect children who 

are being neglected or badly treated.neglect your 
wife/husband He neglects his wife and spends every evening with his friends.neglect 
your duty He neglected his duty by failing to report the theft.neglect your 

work/studies He began drinking and neglected his studies. | You’ve 
been neglecting your work.neglect your health also neglect 
yourself Don’t neglect your health – you need to take care of yourself.neglect an 

issue/topic This important issue has so far been neglected by historians.neglect a 
garden The garden was overgrown and had been neglected for some 
time.ADVERBSseriously neglect sth It accuses the government of seriously 

neglecting flood defences.totally neglect sth These children have been totally 
neglected.largely neglect sth Studies of population growth have largely 
neglected these factors.often neglect sth While we worry about the feelings of others, 

we often neglect our own.badly/sadly neglected His work has been badly 
neglected.much neglected Art education is much neglected.have long neglected 
sth The world has long neglected this disease.PREPOSITIONSneglect sth in favour of 
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sth BrE neglect sth in favor of sth AmE The needs of old people may be neglected in 

favour of those of families 

negligence /ˈneɡlɪdʒəns/ noun  failure to take enough care over something that 

you are responsible forADJECTIVEScriminal negligence The manager of the hotel has 

been charged with criminal negligence.professional negligence The accountant was 
found guilty of professional negligence.medical negligence She was brain-damaged at 
birth as a result of medical negligence.gross negligence (=very serious 

negligence) He was dismissed for gross negligence after leaving the store 
unlocked.VERBSaccuse sb of negligence He accused the rail company of 
negligence.sue sb for negligence (=bring a court case against someone for 

negligence) When he was injured at work, he sued his employers for negligence.allege 
negligence She had alleged negligence by the anaesthetist.be caused by 
negligence Damage caused by negligence is not covered by this insurance.prove 

negligence It can be difficult to prove negligence on the part of the 
manufacturer.deny negligence The hospital denied any negligence.negligence + 

NOUNSa negligence claim (=an attempt to get money from someone who has harmed 

you by their negligence) How many negligence claims against solicitors are 
justified?PREPOSITIONSnegligence by sb/on the part of sb The company denies 

any negligence by any of their staff. | The cause of death was gross negligence on the 
part of the doctor treating the patient.PHRASESbe guilty of negligence The captain of 
the ship was found guilty of negligence.a victim of negligence Victims of 

negligence can claim compensation. 

negligent /ˈneglɪdʒənt/ adjective  THESAURUS > careless 

negligible adjective  THESAURUS > unimportant 

negotiate /nɪˈɡəʊʃieɪt $ -ˈɡoʊ-/ verb  to discuss something in order to reach an 

agreement, especially in business or politicsNOUNSnegotiate an 
agreement/treaty/settlement The US negotiated a trade agreement with 

China. | They are trying to negotiate a peace treaty.negotiate a contract/deal The 
singer is in the middle of negotiating a new contract with her record 
company. | They negotiated the deal in secret.negotiate terms The two sides are 

still negotiating the terms of the agreement.negotiate a sale Her father 
is negotiating the sale of his business.negotiate a price We are in a good position 
to negotiate a lower price.negotiate peace It took four years to negotiate peace in 

Vietnam.negotiate an end to sth The UN representative is hoping to negotiate an end 
to the conflict.negotiate the release of sb He helped negotiate the release of the 
hostages.ADVERBSsuccessfully negotiate sth They successfully negotiated a contract 

for another movie.negotiate directly with sb He said that he would negotiate 

directly with the two leaders. When talking about negotiating, you can say that  

people are at the negotiating table: They had tried to persuade the president to sit  

down at the negotiating table. We are ready to return to the negotiating table at any  

time. PREPOSITIONSnegotiate with sb The government has refused to negotiate 

with the rebels.negotiate for sth We are negotiating for his release.be negotiated 
between people A trade agreement is now being negotiated between the two 

countries. 
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negotiation /nɪˌɡəʊʃiˈeɪʃən $ -ˌɡoʊ-/ noun  official discussions in which people 

try to reach an agreement, especially in business or politics GrammarUsually plural in  

this meaning. Used as an uncountable noun in phrases such as be under  

negotiation. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + negotiationpeace/trade etc negotiations A new 

round of global trade negotiations is due to start next week.long/lengthy 

negotiations After lengthy negotiations, a compromise was finally 
reached.prolonged/protracted negotiations (=very long) Despite protracted 
negotiations, the two sides have failed to reach agreement.difficult/tough 

negotiations The agreement is the result of two years of long and difficult 
negotiations.direct negotiations We hope to resolve the issue through direct 
negotiations.delicate negotiations (=in which it would be very easy to upset people 

and cause the negotiations to fail) The company is about to start delicate 
negotiations with the union about next year’s pay agreement.intense 
negotiations (=done with a lot of effort) The agreement came after months of intense 

negotiations.secret negotiations After secret negotiations in Norway, the two leaders 
signed the Oslo agreement.bilateral negotiations (=between two groups) Signs of 
progress came in recent bilateral negotiations between America and the 

EU.multilateral negotiations (=between several groups) Multilateral negotiations to 
resolve the dispute are expected to resume soon.VERBS + negotiationenter into/open 
negotiations (=start negotiations) They have entered into negotiations to acquire 

another company.conduct/hold negotiations The country 
should conduct direct negotiations with its neighbours.break off negotiations (=stop 
them) The two companies have broken off negotiations on the deal.resume 

negotiations (=start them again) The pressure is on Israel and the Palestinians 
to resume peace negotiations.negotiation + VERBSnegotiations take 
place The negotiations took place in Helsinki.negotiations start Peace negotiations 

started last week.negotiations break down/fail (=stop because of 
disagreement) The negotiations broke down over a dispute about working 
conditions.negotiations stall (=stop making progress) Negotiations have stalled over 

the question of arms reductions.negotiation + NOUNSthe negotiation process There 
was always a danger that the negotiation process would fail.negotiation 
skills Negotiation skills are very important for this job.PREPOSITIONSnegotiations 

with sb Negotiations with the company had reached a crucial stage.negotiations 
between sb Merger negotiations between the two companies started last 
year.negotiations on/over sth He is trying to involve community leaders 

in negotiations on reform.negotiations for sth The company entered into negotiations 
for the purchase of a site on Raleigh Road.by/through negotiation The contract is 
renewable every two years by negotiation.PHRASESsth is under negotiation (=it is 

being discussed) The contract is currently under negotiation.sb is in negotiation with 
sb (=they are discussing something with someone) We are currently in negotiation 

with the owners.sth is open to negotiation (=it can be discussed) The 
price is usually open to negotiation.sb is open to negotiation (=is willing to discuss 
something) The president signalled that he is open to negotiations on the budget.sth is 

subject to negotiation (=it is not fixed and must be discussed) The pay is subject to 
negotiation.a round of negotiations (=one part of a series of negotiations) The 
next round of negotiations on trade barriers will begin next week.a breakdown in 
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negotiations (=an occasion when negotiations cannot continue because of a 

disagreement) There has been a breakdown in negotiations with the union.the 
initial/early/final stages of negotiation The offer was in the final stages of 

negotiation. 

neighbour BrE neighbor AmE /ˈneɪbə $ -bər/ noun  1. someone who lives next 

to you or near youADJECTIVESsb’s next-door neighbour My next-door neighbour was 
having a party.sb’s upstairs/downstairs neighbour He could hear the voice of 

his downstairs neighbour.sb’s new neighbour We invited our new neighbours over for 
coffee.a good neighbour She is a good neighbour and we’ve never had any 
arguments.a friendly neighbour Ask a friendly neighbour to keep an eye on your 

house while you’re away.noisy neighbours Our lives are being ruined by noisy 
neighbours.a nosy neighbour (=one who is too interested in finding out about your 
private life) She put up net curtains to stop nosy neighbours looking in.a near/close 

neighbour They don’t have any close neighbours.sb’s immediate neighbours (=the 
people who live next to your home) I only know the names of my immediate 
neighbours.VERBSdisturb the neighbours He put the radio on quietly so as not 

to disturb the neighbours.wake the neighbours Stop that noise or you’ll wake the 
neighbours!PHRASESfriends and neighbours She received support from her friends 

and neighbours.2. a country that is next to another countryADJECTIVESa powerful 
neighbour Nepal is surrounded by more powerful neighbours.a rich/poor 
neighbour Unlike its poorer neighbours, the country has not really been affected by 

the economic crisis.a northern/southern neighbour Oman differs from its northern 
neighbours.a European/Asian neighbour The issue could affect Japan’s relationship 
with its Asian neighbours. 

neighbourhood BrE neighborhood AmE /ˈneɪbəhʊd $ -ər-/ noun  an area of 

a town or city where people liveADJECTIVESa good/nice neighbourhood Everyone 
says this is a good neighbourhood.a quiet neighbourhood We live in a nice quiet 
neighbourhood.a bad/rough/tough neighbourhood The house was cheap because it 

was in a rough neighbourhood.a poor neighbourhood She works in one of the 
city’s poorest neighborhoods.the whole neighbourhood (=everyone who lives near 
here) I’ll make sure the whole neighbourhood knows about it.a wealthy 

neighborhood also an upscale neighbourhood AmE an upscale neighborhood of 
million-dollar homesa working-class/middle-class neighbourhood The school is 

situated in a middle-class neighbourhood.a white/black neighbourhood Michelle 
Obama grew up in a black neighbourhood on Chicago’s South Side.a residential 
neighbourhood The hotel is situated in a delightful residential neighbourhood.a 

suburban neighbourhood It’s just like every other suburban neighbourhood.the 
immediate neighbourhood (=the area close to someone or something) There was 
one shop in our immediate neighbourhood.the local neighbourhood How will the new 

parking regulations affect the local neighbourhood?sb’s old neighbourhood I often 
visited my old neighbourhood.VERBSlive in the neighbourhood He has lived 
in the neighbourhood for years.move into/to the neighbourhood She moved 

to the neighbourhood about two years ago.neighbourhood + NOUNSthe 
neighbourhood children/kids The neighbourhood children built a 
snowman.neighbourhood residents Many neighborhood residents opposed the idea.a 

neighbourhood school Most parents send their children to their neighbourhood 
school.a neighbourhood group/association Neighbourhood groups are working with 
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police to solve the problem.PREPOSITIONSin the neighbourhood It’s nice to see you 

back in the neighbourhood. | We grew up in the same neighbourhood.THESAURUS: 

neighbourhood→ area (1)  

neighbouring /ˈneɪbərɪŋ/ adjective  THESAURUS > near 

nerve /nɜːv $ nɜːrv/ noun  1. nerves are feelings of being worried or 

frightened GrammarAlways plural in this meaning. VERBScalm/steady sb’s 

nerves (=make someone feel less worried or nervous) She took a few deep breaths, 
trying to calm her nerves.settle/soothe sb’s nerves (=make someone feel less 

worried or nervous) A cup of tea will soothe your nerves.suffer from 
nerves (=experience feelings of worry or nervousness) He suffered from nerves when 
he had to perform on stage.your nerves jangle (=you feel extremely nervous or 

worried) Suddenly she was wide awake, her nerves jangling.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ nerveexam nerves It’s quite normal for students to have exam nerves.first-night 
nerves (=before the first night of a performance) She always suffered from first-night 

nerves.frayed nerves (=when someone is very worried or nervous) She had a glass of 
wine to calm her frayed nerves.PHRASESsb’s nerves are on edge (=they feel slightly 
nervous or worried) His nerves were on edge as he entered the dark room.be a 

bag/bundle of nerves (=feel extremely nervous or worried) I was a bag of 
nerves during the interview.be shaking with nerves (=be extremely nervous, so you 
shake) Just before the audition he was shaking with nerves.be in a state of 

nerves (=be nervous) She was in such a state of nerves that she jumped at every 
noise.an attack of nerves (=a time when you feel very nervous) Harrison had an 
attack of nerves before the match.2. courage and confidence in a dangerous, difficult, 

or frightening situation GrammarAlways uncountable in this meaning. VERBShave the 

nerve to do sth I just didn’t have the nerve to tell them the truth.find the nerve to 

do sth He couldn’t find the nerve to ask her out.hold/keep your nerve (=remain 
calm and confident in a difficult situation) The team held their nerve and went on to 
win.lose your nerve (=suddenly lose the courage or confidence to do something) I 

wanted to ask him the question, but I lost my nerve.test sb’s nerve (=test whether 
someone will have the courage to do something difficult) The experience would test 
their nerve to the limit.sb’s nerve fails (him/her) (=someone suddenly loses the 

courage or confidence to do something) At the last moment, her nerve failed her and 
she refused to jump.sb’s nerve breaks (=someone loses the courage to do something 
or continue something) The police hoped his nerve would break and he’d give himself 

away.PHRASESit takes nerve to do sth (=something requires a lot of courage or 
confidence) It takes nerve to stand up for what you believe in.a failure/loss of 
nerve (=a situation in which someone lacks the courage to do something) They 

accused the government of a loss of nerve. 

nervous /ˈnɜːvəs $ ˈnɜːr-/ adjective  worried or frightened about something, and 

unable to relaxVERBSfeel nervous He looked at her for so long that she began to feel 

nervous.get/become nervous Everyone gets nervous before a big 
game.seem/appear nervous She seemed nervous at first, but her presentation was 
good.look/sound nervous He sounded nervous and uncertain.make sb 

nervous Being alone in the house made her nervous.ADVERBSslightly nervous also a 
little nervous Looking slightly nervous, Paul began to speak. | I was a little 
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nervous before the interview.extremely nervous The policeman noticed that the 

driver seemed extremely nervous.understandably nervous The musicians 
are understandably nervous about their first appearance on TV.NOUNSa nervous 

smile/laugh/giggle “It doesn’t matter,” she said, with a nervous smile.nervous 
laughter His comment was met with nervous laughter.a nervous look/glance Lucy 
swallowed as she sent him a nervous glance.nervous tension/excitement (=a 

feeling of being very tense or excited and nervous) It was the play’s opening night, and 
Gloria was in a state of nervous tension.a nervous wait (=a wait for something which 
makes you feel nervous) They are facing a nervous wait for the results.a nervous 

start After a nervous start, the team seemed to grow in 
confidence.PREPOSITIONSnervous of sb/sth (=frightened) We were all a bit nervous 
of him at first.nervous about sth She was so nervous about her exams that she 

couldn’t sleep.PHRASESbe a nervous wreck (=be so nervous or worried that you 
cannot deal with a situation) By the time I got to the interview, I was a nervous 
wreck.people of a nervous disposition formal (=people who are easily 

frightened) It’s a horror movie which is definitely not for people of a nervous 

disposition.THESAURUS: nervoustenseworried and unable to relax in a way that  

makes you get angry or upset easily:Mary’s problems at work were making her tense 

and irritable. Tense is often used about a situation or period when you feel nervous: I  

didn't want to make a tense situation worse. Laura and I sat in tense silence, waiting  

for news. uneasynervous because you feel that something bad might happen, so that  

you are unable to relax until the danger has passed:I began to feel uneasy when he 

still hadn’t phoned by 11 o’clock. | Fred is uneasy about the future, particularly for his  

children.on edgeif you are on edge or your nerves are on edge, you feel nervous  

because you are worried about what might happen:My nerves were on edge, waiting  

for the results of the test. | The announcements about job losses have put all the 

employees on edge (=made them worried).neuroticnervous and anxious in a way that  

is not normal or reasonable:She’s completely neurotic about food hygiene. | I'm 

worried that I'm becoming a neurotic mother.edgy/jumpy/jitterynervous because 

you are worried about what might happen:Investors are a little edgy about the 

financial markets these days. | There was a lot of pressure on the team tonight and 

that’s why they were a little jumpy.highly strung BrE high strung AmEbecoming 

nervous or upset easily because that is your character:Like many musicians, he’s very  

sensitive and highly strung.be a nervous wreckto feel extremely nervous and unable  

to relax:After 10 months of teaching, I was a total nervous wreck.have butterflies (in  

your stomach) informalto feel nervous about something that you are going to do very  

soon because it is important and you want to do it well:Actors often have butterflies  

before going on stage.  

 

nest /nest/ noun  a place made or chosen by a bird or some insects to live in, 

and where a bird lays its eggsVERBSbuild/make a nest In May the 
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females build a nest and lay their eggs.leave the nest Barn owls leave the nest at two 

to three months.PHRASESa bird’s/eagle’s/crow’s etc nest There were some eggs in 
the bird’s nest.a wasps’/hornets’ nest We had to call pest control officers to get rid 

of a wasps’ nest in the attic.an ants’ nest He stood on an ants’ nest by accident. 

net /net/ noun  1. another name for the internet SpellingThis meaning can be  

spelled Net or net. VERBSuse the net You can use the Net to find the answer to 

almost any question.surf the net (=look at information in different places on the 
internet) He spends hours surfing the net.access the net These boxes allow people 

to access the Net from their TV.PREPOSITIONSon the net I read about it on the 
net.over the net You can deliver lectures over the Net.via the net Many companies 
sell their products via the net.2. an object made of threads that is used for catching 

fish, insects etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS + neta fishing net The boy dipped his fishing 
net into the pond.salmon/tuna etc nets They release the trapped dolphins from 
the tuna nets.a mosquito net (=a net placed over a bed as a protection against 

mosquitoes) There is a mosquito net over the bed.a butterfly net He caught a big 
yellow butterfly with his butterfly net.VERBScatch sth in a net Turtles sometimes 
get caught in fishing nets.cast your net They cast their nets and brought up hundreds 

of fish.haul in a net We hauled the net into the boat.mend a net The fishermen 
sat mending their nets. 

network AC /ˈnetwɜːk $ -wɜːrk/ noun  1. a system of things that are connected 

to each otherNOUNS + networka computer network Someone had gained access to 
the company’s computer network.a telephone/phone network The telephone 
network couldn’t cope with the number of calls.a communications network The 

police force requires a sophisticated communications network.a rail/road 
network The money should be used to improve the rail network. | The area has a 
good road network.a transport network The city’s transport network is out of date.a 

broadband network The country has the fastest broadband network in Europe.a 
distribution network The company is constantly upgrading its distribution 
network.ADJECTIVESan international/global/worldwide network The internet is 

an international network of computers.a national network The rail line is the first part 
of a national network that will connect all the major cities.an extensive/large 
network Germany, the Netherlands, and Denmark have extensive networks of cycle 

paths.a vast network There is a vast network of tunnels under the city.a 
complex/complicated/elaborate network The islands are separated by a complex 
network of rivers.VERBSuse a network Some phone companies charge people too 

much for using their networks.operate/run a network The government allowed 
private companies to operate the rail network.build/create/develop a network They 
plan to build a global telecommunications network.network + NOUNSnetwork 

access (=access to a computer network) All classrooms have network access.network 
security (=the security of a computer network) Network security is a 
priority.PREPOSITIONSa network of sth Amsterdam has a network 

of canals.through/via a network Local offices had become linked to the head 
office via computer networks.2. a group of people or organizations that have 
connections with each otherADJECTIVESa wide/extensive/large 

network (=consisting of a lot of people, companies etc) I have an extensive network of 
contacts.a vast network The security services relied on a vast network of 
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informers.an international/global/worldwide network Tim and Hedy are part of 

an international network of young people.a national network There will also be 
a national network of debt counselling services.an informal network An informal 

network of social organizations supported the poor.a social network Because I had 

only recently moved there, I lacked that important social network. The term social  

networking is used about communicating and forming relationships with people,  

especially using the internet. NOUNS + networka family network We show the 

importance of the family network in providing financial backing.a support network For 

some, their fellow women students provided a support network.a terrorist 
network Were these men part of a terrorist network?VERBSbuild (up)/develop a 
network She has built up a network of contacts.establish/set up a 

network They established a network of consultants and specialists. | We set up a 
national network of consumer advice centres.PREPOSITIONSa network of 
friends/contacts/spies etc She has a close network of friends.PHRASESthe old boy 

network (=the system by which men from the same school, club etc help each 
other) Managers have been chosen through the old boy network.3. a group of radio or 
television stations, which broadcast in different parts of a country or areaNOUNS 

+ networka television/radio network The game will be shown on all the 
big television networks.a cable network The city has its own cable network.a news 
network The ceremony was broadcast live on a Russian news network.ADJECTIVESa 

major/big network Teenagers had been largely ignored by the major 
networks.network + NOUNSnetwork television It’s like nothing you’ve ever seen 
before on network television.network news The network news is at 7 o’clock.VERBSa 

network shows/runs sth The network showed a short part of the interview 
yesterday.a network broadcasts (sth) The network will broadcast 24 hours a 

day.PREPOSITIONSon a network It’s one of the most popular 
programmes on the network. 

neutral /ˈnjuːtrəl $ ˈnuː-/ adjective  not supporting any of the people involved in 

an argument or disagreement, or not involved in a warVERBSremain/stay neutral The 

country stayed neutral throughout the entire conflict.ADVERBSpolitically neutral The 
newspaper claims that it is politically neutral.NOUNSa neutral position The 
organization has adopted a neutral position, neither supporting nor opposing a change 

in the law.a neutral observer (=someone who is not involved in a situation) To 
a neutral observer, her decision may seem rather strange.a neutral country (=one 
that does not take part in a war) Switzerland was a neutral country at the time of the 

Second World War.a neutral party (=a person or organization that is neutral) A 
mediator is a neutral party who helps management and labor settle their 
disagreements. 

never /ˈnevə $ -ər/ adverb  not at any time, or not once: She has never told 

anyone about what happened. He never wanted to hurt anyone. My son never listens to 
me. We will never make the same mistake again.PHRASESsb has/had never been to 

a place He had never been to Australia.never ever spoken (=used to emphasize very 
definitely that you mean never) Do you promise never ever to tell anyone else about 
this?never again Never again would he return to Naples.it is never too late to do 

sth It is never too late to give up smoking.never in all sb's life Never in all my 
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life have I felt so humiliated.never for one moment She had never for one 

moment imagined that it could happen to her.sb has never been known to do 
sth Max had never been known to leave home without telling anyone.never ..., not as 

long as I live spoken (=used when saying very definitely that you will never do 

something) I’m never going back there again, not as long as I live.THESAURUS: 

nevernot onceused to emphasize that you are surprised or annoyed because 

someone never did something:She’s never said thank you – not once. | Jo hasn’t  

emailed me once in six months.not/never for a momentused to emphasize that you 

never had a particular thought or idea:“Did you ever suspect he was cheating on you?”  

“No, not for a moment.” | Not for one moment did she think it was a trap.not/never  

in a million years spokenused to say that it is completely impossible that something  

could ever happen:Dad will never agree to that – not in a million years!at no 

time formalused to emphasize that something never happened:At no time did anyone 

suggest that the drug was dangerous. | At no time were the prisoners mistreated.  

new /njuː $ nuː/ adjective  1. recently made, written, developed etcNOUNSa new 

book/film/song etc His new book will be in bookstores next week.a new 
building/house/home New buildings are often cheaper to heat.a new 

method/way We need a new way of thinking about this issue.new technology New 
technology has changed the way we work.a new product/drug Scientists are 
developing new drugs to treat cancer.a new business/company They plan to set up 

a new company.new law/rule/legislation The new rules will start from next month.a 
new idea/theory The discussion gave me some new ideas for a business.new 
research/a new study According to a new study, 15% of children never do any 

exercise. | New research shows that women still face discrimination at work.a new 
edition A new edition of her book will be published next month.ADVERBScompletely 
new We have introduced a completely new range of products.brand new (=new and 

not yet used) He was driving a brand new car.fairly/relatively new This is a relatively 
new drug. | It’s a fairly new restaurant, and I haven’t eaten there yet.VERBSlook 
new The building looked fairly new.PHRASESas good as new (=in good condition, 

even though something is not new) The clothes were as good as new. You can  

use new about something that you got recently: I wore my new dress to the  

party. Have you seen their new baby yet?You can also use new about something that  

you have not experienced before: Sailing was a new experience for me. Learning  

a new language can be difficult. THESAURUS: 

newrecentstudy | research | survey | report | book | film | album | work | int

erview | event | developmentdone or happening a short time ago:A recent  

study showed that the drug was effective in most cases. | As a result of recent  

research, more has been learned about the animal’s habits. | A recent survey showed 

that many people do not have time to eat lunch. | A recent report showed that the 

economy has grown by 2%. | Her most recent book has been a bestseller. | The 
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artist’s recent work has been on display at a local gallery. | In a recent interview, the 

singer said she would like to have a baby. | Recent events have shown that we cannot  

ignore climate change. | Recent developments have made it possible for more people  

to work from 

home.latestnews | information | development | technology | version | figures |

 issue | book | film | album | reportmost recent:I turned on the television to  

watch the latest news. | It is vital that doctors have the latest information about the 

disease. | Each month you will receive an update on the latest developments. | The 

factory uses the latest technology. | Do you have the latest version of the 

software? | The latest figures show that unemployment has risen by 2%. | The latest  

issue of the magazine has an article about him. | The author is on a tour promoting  

her latest book. | Have you seen his latest film? | The latest report shows that the 

situation has not improved.originalidea | design | worknew and completely different  

from what other people have done or thought of before, especially in a way that seems 

interesting:Some of his ideas are very original. | The design for the building is highly 

original. | The essay must be your own original work, not something you have copied 

off the internet. Original is often used after the  

verb be. freshideas | evidence | look | approach | perspectivefresh ideas and 

ways of doing things are new and different from the old ones:They want young people  

with fresh ideas. | Police think they may have found some fresh evidence about the 

murder. | Take a fresh look at the way you live your life. | We need a fresh  

approach to the problem. | She will bring a fresh perspective to the project. Fresh is  

usually used before a  

noun. novelway | method | approach | solution | idea | concept | experience | 

featurenew and different in a surprising and unusual way:The club has found a novel  

way of raising money. | He came up with a novel method of dealing with the 

situation. | The company has a novel approach to selling its products. | Someone 

suggested a novel solution to the problem. | She thought of the novel idea of false  

teeth for cats and dogs. | At that time, working from home was a novel concept. | He 

was rarely ill, so visiting a doctor was a novel experience for him. | The phone has  

several novel  

features.innovativeidea | solution | approach | way | product | design | technol

ogy | project | schemecompletely new and showing a lot of imagination:We 

encourage students with innovative ideas to set up their own businesses. | They need 

to develop an innovative solution to the problem. | The school has an innovative 

approach to language teaching. | He is admired for his innovative way of running the 

company. | The company worked hard to create a product that was innovative. | Our  
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products have won several prizes for innovative design. | New and innovative 

technology is exciting to work with. | They have launched an innovative 

project working with ex-prisoners. | This innovative scheme will help more young 

people to buy their own 

homes.revolutionaryidea | concept | change | treatmentcompletely new in a way 

that has a very big effect:Darwin’s theory was a revolutionary idea, which changed 

how we think about the history of our  

planet. | These changes were revolutionary because they meant that women could  

receive equal pay. | This revolutionary treatment is changing the lives of many people  

with heart disease. You can use the phrase a revolutionary new... with any type of  

product or method: a revolutionary new drug/car/system/technique etc new-

fangledidea | device | gadget | machine | technology | thingused about  

something that is new and modern but which you disapprove of, especially because 

you are old and do not like change:Some people didn’t approve of these new-fangled  

ideas. | My grandfather refuses to use new-fangled devices such as cash machines. | I  

don’t understand all this new-fangled technology. New-fangled is only used before a  

noun. ANTONYMS → old (1)2. used about something or someone that replaces the 

one you had beforeNOUNSsb’s new car/computer/house etc Our new car is much 
bigger than our old one.sb’s new number/address etc I’ll give you 

my new phone number.sb’s new boss/manager/teacher etc Our new teacher is 
very strict.the new government The new government needs to make some big 
changes.the new owner The club’s new owner is a Russian 
billionaire.ANTONYMS → old (3) 

news /njuːz $ nuːz/ noun  1. information about something that has happened 

recently GrammarNews is an uncountable noun, and is used with a singular  

verb. ADJECTIVESgood news He’s feeling much better, so that’s 

good news.great/wonderful news They’re getting married? That’s wonderful 

news!welcome news (=good news that makes you happy) The lower interest rates 
will be welcome news to home owners.positive/encouraging news We are hoping for 
some more positive news.bad news “I’m afraid I have bad news,” said 

Jackson.terrible news (=very bad) Have you heard the terrible news about 
Simon?sad/tragic news I was in London when I received the sad news that Peter had 
died.the latest news Mom sent a letter with all the latest news.old news (=news that 

you have already heard) She wasn’t surprised; it was old news to her.important 
news I’ve got some important news to tell you.the big news informal (=the most 
important piece of news) The big news is that Polly and Richard are getting 

married.VERBShear the news (=hear about something that has happened) She was 
really upset when she heard the news.tell sb the news Jack called him to tell him the 

good news.break the news (to sb) (=tell someone some bad news) Two policemen 
came to the door to break the news about her husband.have some news (for sb) I 
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could tell by his face that he had some news.get/receive some news They had 

recently received some good news about their investments.spread the news (=tell a 
lot of people the news) After she had the baby, her husband made phone calls 

to spread the happy news.welcome the news (=say that you are pleased about some 
news) Environmental groups welcomed the news that the road was not going to be 
built.greet the news with surprise/delight etc formal (=react to the news in a 

particular way) Fans greeted the news of the victory with a loud cheer.take in/digest 
news (=understand news that is surprising or shocking) It took me a little time to take 
in the news.news reaches sb/sth The tragic news reached us the next day.news 

spreads (=a lot of people find out the news from other people) News spreads fast in a 
small town.PREPOSITIONSnews about/on sb/sth What’s the latest news on your 
university application?news of sth/sb News of his death shocked everyone.news 

from sb Any news from your parents?PHRASESa piece of news also a bit of 
news BrE Leo thought about this piece of news carefully.the good news is…; the bad 
news is... (=used to introduce a piece of good and bad news) The good news is that 

most stores have the game in stock; the bad news is that it’s not cheap.no news is 
good news “Have you heard anything from the hospital yet?” “No, not yet. I 
suppose no news is good news.”2. television, radio, or newspaper reports about events 

that have happened recently GrammarNews is an uncountable noun and is used with  

a singular verb. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + newsthe latest news I watched the latest 

news about the war.local/national/international news The paper covers a mixture 
of local and national news.sports/business/travel etc news I often listen to 
the sports news on the radio.world news The main part of the programme is 

about world news.television/radio news The television news is always so 
depressing.the evening news/the 6 o’clock news Good evening. Here is the 6 
o’clock news.front-page news (=important news that is printed on the front page of a 

newspaper) The scandal is front-page news in all the papers.headline 
news (=important news at the beginning of a television or radio news programme or at 
the top of a newspaper report) The story was headline news around the 

world.breaking news (=news that is just being announced) We interrupt this 
programme to bring you some breaking news.news + NOUNSa news 
programme BrE a news program AmE She presents a news programme on Channel 

4.news headlines The news headlines are at 12.30.a news bulletin (=a short news 
programme) There is an hourly news bulletin.a news story/report/item They were 
watching a news report about the earthquake.a news conference (=a meeting at 

which someone speaks to reporters) The president told a news conference that he 
would continue the negotiations for peace.news coverage (=the way that news is 
reported in a newspaper, on television etc) The newspaper won an award for its news 

coverage.a news blackout (=a time when news about a particular event is not allowed 
to be reported) The government imposed a news blackout on the talks.a news 
channel There are more details on this story on the BBC’s news channel.a news 

agency/organization (=an organization that collects news stories and gives them to 
newspapers, radio, and television) The singer was having tests on his heart, according 
to one Italian news agency.a news release (=an official statement giving information 

to journalists) The company issued a news release announcing the chief executive’s 
resignation.VERBSwatch/listen to the news Can we watch the news?report 

news The local newspaper reported news of a traffic accident in the centre of the 
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city.make/hit the news (=be reported in a newspaper, on television etc) The 

family made the news when their daughter was kidnapped.sth dominates the 
news (=it is in many newspapers, news programmes etc) At that time the swine flu 

outbreak was dominating the news.news breaks/emerges (=it starts to be 
reported) News also emerged that 15 prisoners had escaped.PREPOSITIONSin the 
news Japan is in the news this morning.news on/about/of sth We have all the 

latest news on what’s happening around the world. 

newspaper /ˈnjuːsˌpeɪpə $ ˈnuːzˌpeɪpər/ noun  a set of folded sheets of printed 

paper containing newsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + newspapera national newspaper The 
story was in all the national newspapers.a local newspaper You could put an 

advertisement in the local newspaper.a daily/weekly/Sunday newspaper Do you 
get a daily newspaper?today’s/yesterday’s/tomorrow’s newspaper You’ll be able 
to read all about it in tomorrow’s newspaper.a tabloid newspaper (=a small-sized 

newspaper, especially one with not much serious news) Their wedding made the 
headlines in all the tabloid newspapers.a broadsheet/quality newspaper BrE (=a 
newspaper with a lot of serious news and good writing) The story has not been given as 

much coverage in the quality newspapers.VERBSread a newspaper He sat in the 
garden reading his newspaper.get a newspaper (=buy one regularly) We don’t get a 

newspaper; we tend to watch the news on TV.see/read sth in the newspaper I saw 
in the newspaper that he had died.appear in a newspaper Her photo appeared 
in all the newspapers.deliver a newspaper We have a newspaper delivered every 

Sunday.work for a newspaper (=work for an organization that produces 
newspapers) She’s worked for the newspaper for three years.a newspaper reports 
sth (=has an article on something) The newspapers reported that the police were 

treating the death as a suicide.a newspaper comes out (=is published) The 
newspaper comes out every weekday.newspaper + NOUNSa newspaper 
article/report/story Write a story in the style of a newspaper article.a newspaper 

headline ‘Wine is good for you’ announced a recent newspaper headline.a newspaper 
column (=a regular article in a newspaper written by a particular journalist) She writes 
a regular newspaper column about gardening.a newspaper reporter She was fed up 

with being followed by newspaper reporters.a newspaper editor Newspaper 
editors have a lot of power.a newspaper proprietor BrE (=owner) Ultimately, it’s the 
newspaper proprietor who decides what goes into the paper.a newspaper 

clipping also a newspaper cutting BrE (=a story cut out of a newspaper) I found 
some old newspaper cuttings of the band’s first concert in Liverpool.PREPOSITIONSin a 
newspaper I read about it in the newspaper.Don’t say I read about it on the 

newspaper.on a newspaper (=working for an organization that produces 

newspapers) He’s a reporter on a local newspaper. Paper or newspaper?In everyday  

English, paper is much more common than newspaper. In some cases, though, you  

can only use one of these words.For example, you say a paper boy/girl, or a paper  

shop. (You do not use ‘newspaper’ in these phrases.)You say a newspaper article,  

a newspaper headline, a newspaper column, a newspaper reporter etc. (You  

do not use ‘paper’ in these phrases.) THESAURUS: newspaperpapera 
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newspaper. Paper is more common than newspaper in everyday English:There was  

an interesting article in the local paper today. | Have you seen the Sunday 

papers? | The papers were full of the story. | I normally read the papers online.the 

pressnewspapers and news magazines in general, and the people who write for  

them:The press are always interested in stories about the royal family. | The freedom 

of the press is an essential part of any democracy. | The power of the press is  

dangerously high. The press is used with a singular verb, and also with a plural verb  

in British English. the medianewspapers, magazines, television, radio, and the 

internet, considered as a group that provides news and information:This issue 

has received a lot of attention in the media. | Her public image was shaped by the 

media. The media is used with a singular verb, and also with a plural verb in British  

English. tabloida newspaper that has small pages, a lot of photographs, short stories,  

and not much serious news:The tabloids are full of stories about her new 

boyfriend.broadsheet BrEa serious newspaper printed on large sheets of paper, with  

news about politics, finance, and foreign affairs:Broadsheets like The Times and The 

Financial Times did not report the story.the nationalsthe newspapers that give news 

about the whole country where they are printed, in contrast to local newspapers:The 

results of the nationwide survey became headlines in the nationals.the dailiesthe daily  

newspapers:The dailies reported the story.PARTS OF A NEWSPAPERarticlea piece of  

writing in a newspaper about a particular subject:I'm reading an article  

on Thailand. | She wrote an article about female taxi drivers. | The article appeared in  

the Guardian on Monday February 25, 2012.reporta piece of writing in a newspaper  

about an event:Jed was watching a news report about a man who had just been 

arrested on a murder charge. | The newspaper reports on the war were all very  

depressing. | There were reports that she had been killed.storya report in a  

newspaper about an event, especially one that is not very serious or reliable:The 

London Gazette published a story about Mariner's bravery. | I read a story which said  

there was a shortage of Christmas trees. | You can’t always believe what you read 

in newspaper stories. | A Sunday paper carried a story about a man who found a bee 

in a bun. | They could not print the story, because they were worried about being  

sued.a headlinethe title of an important newspaper article, printed in large letters  

above the article. The headlines are the titles of the most important stories on the 

front page:The singer’s drug problem has been constantly in the 

headlines. | The headline read ‘War Declared’ (=the headline said this).front pagethe 

page on the front of a newspaper which has the most important news stories:The story  

was all over the front page (=there was a big report on the newspaper's front  

page).section/pagesthe pages in a newspaper dealing with a particular area of news 
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such as sports, business, or entertainment:She was reading the financial pages of The 

Times. | I usually read the sports section first. | The paper has a good women's  

section.editorialthe page of a newspaper on which the editor of a newspaper and 

other people express their opinions about the news, rather than just giving facts:There 

was an editorial on the case in the Times. | ‘They are trying to break up this country,’  

the Star said in an editorial.columnan article on a particular subject or by a particular  

writer that appears regularly:She writes a weekly column on gardening.  

New Year /ˌnjuː ˈjɪə/ also New Year’s AmE noun  the time when people 

celebrate the beginning of a new yearADJECTIVESHappy New Year He wished me a 
merry Christmas and a happy New Year.a prosperous New Year formal (=a 

successful New Year) I wish you all a peaceful Christmas and a prosperous New 
Year.VERBSsee in the New Year (=celebrate the beginning of the year) Our 
neighbours invited us round to see in the New Year.spend New Year She will 

be spending New Year with her daughter.New Year + NOUNSa New Year('s) 
resolution (=a promise to yourself that you will do something, which you make at the 
beginning of the year) My New Year resolution is to give up smoking.the New Year 

celebrations A huge fireworks show marked the start of the New Year 
celebrations.PREPOSITIONSat New Year At New Year we usually have a huge family 

meal.over New Year I’m going to be relaxing over New Year.for New Year What are 
you going to do for New Year?PHRASESNew Year’s Day (=January 1st) The museum is 
closed on New Year’s Day.New Year’s Eve (=December 31st) We’re having a party 

on New Year’s Eve. 

next /nekst/ adjective determiner  happening or coming immediately after this 

one or another oneNOUNSnext time Next time I go skiing, I’ll wear warmer clothes.the 
next day She called me and we arranged to meet the next day.next 

week/month/year We’re hoping to open the factory some time next year. | Over the 
next couple of months, try to relax more and get more exercise.next 
Saturday/Monday etc I’ll see you next Saturday.the next meeting/class etc We’ll 

look at the proposals at the next meeting.the next one I just missed my flight to 

Chicago. When’s the next one?THESAURUS: nextthe 

following...day | morning | evening | week | month | year | chapter | section | 

pagehappening or coming immediately after something – used about periods of time,  

or parts of a piece of writing:We met the following day. | The following weeks passed 

quickly. | In the following year, Napoleon was appointed as Commander-in-Chief of the 

French forces. | These claims will be discussed in the following chapter. | the following  

pages of the 

booksubsequent formalyears | events | history | chapters | work | research | st

udies | analysis | changes | developments | successhappening or coming at some 

time after something else:This figure is expected to rise steeply in subsequent  

years. | Subsequent events had shown that he was right. | William had a big impact on  

the subsequent history of England | As we shall see in subsequent chapters, other  

people have taken a different approach to the problem. | Fuller said later that he owed 
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much of his subsequent success as a lecturer to  

Penn.succeedinggenerations | years | months | days | decades | centuries | ch

apters | governmentscoming after someone or something else – used about a series  

of groups of people, periods of time, or parts of a book:The recipe is modified and 

simplified by succeeding generations of cooks. | Over the succeeding years he repaid  

their great kindness with massive generosity. | Her name was mentioned now and 

again in succeeding chapters. | Succeeding governments have made the same 

mistake.the 

coming...year | months | weeks | days | season | decade | winter | electionhap

pening soon:The information will be mailed to members during the coming  

weeks. | The villagers are storing up wood for the coming winter.  

next to /ˈnekst tə/ preposition  very close to someone or something, with no 

other person, building, place etc in between: There was a little girl sitting next to 

him. The hotel was right next to the airport.THESAURUS: next tobesidenext to  

the side of someone or something:Ella came and sat down beside me. | They were 

sitting beside the pool.bynext to something – often used about being very close to a  

window, door, or the edge of something such as an area of water:I saw him standing  

by the window. | Weymouth is a pretty little town by the sea. | She lives by the 

river.next doorin the building or room next to yours, or next to another one:The 

house next door is much bigger than ours. | Have you met the people who’ve just  

moved in next door? | She lives next door to us.alongsideclose to the side of  

something, especially a river, railway, boat, or vehicle:I decided to take the path  

alongside the railway track. | A police car pulled up 

alongside.adjacent formalarea | part | building | room | land | field | wallnext to  

a place:Apartment prices in Seoul and adjacent areas have climbed 55 percent. | The 

blaze spread to two adjacent buildings. | The light came from the adjacent  

room. | They walked through a rose garden adjacent to the 

hospital.adjoining formalroom | land | house | building | property | officenext to  

another room, building etc and joined to it:We had adjoining rooms at the hotel.  

nice /naɪs/ adjective  used when saying that you like something or 

someoneNOUNSa nice day/time/holiday Did you have a nice day at school?a nice 
house/place/car She has a nice house and a good job.a nice 
person/guy/man/boy/woman He seems like a nice guy.a nice idea “We could 

have a pizza.” “That sounds like a nice idea.”a nice life We have a nice life and lots of 
friends.nice clothes She always wears nice clothes.nice weather (=sunny) It is 
supposed to be nice weather this weekend.a nice feeling It’s a nice feeling waking up 

and knowing that I don’t have to go in to work.VERBSlook/smell/taste/sound/seem 
nice You look nice in that dress.ADVERBSreally nice It’s really nice to see you again.so 
nice It’s so nice to be back home.rather nice especially BrE A cup of tea would 

be rather nice.not very nice/not particularly nice The food wasn’t very 
nice.PHRASESnice little... Nice little place you’ve got here.nice big/long... You need 
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a nice long rest.nice and warm/cool/easy/clean/quiet/soft etc It’s nice and 

warm in front of the fire.how nice “My parents want us to come and stay.” “How 
nice!”have a nice day AmE (=used when saying goodbye to someone, especially a 

customer) The woman at the bank said, “Have a nice day!”nice to meet you (=used 
when meeting someone for the first time) Hi, I’m Sam. Nice to meet you!(it was) nice 
talking to you (=used at the end of a conversation with someone) Well, it’s been nice 

talking to you, but we have to get back home.one of the nice things about ... 
is... (=used when saying what you like about something) One of the nice things 

about Christmas is having all the family together. Nice is extremely common in  

everyday spoken English. In more formal English it is usually better to use another  

word such as pleasant, enjoyable, or wonderful. You can also say that a person  

is charming, when you like being with them. THESAURUS: 

nicePERSONpleasantfriendly, polite, and easy to talk to – used especially about  

someone that you do not know very well:I only met her once or twice but she seemed 

pleasant.sweetvery kind and gentle:Kylie’s a very caring, sweet person. | It was sweet  

of you to send me a card.charmingbehaving in a polite and friendly way, which makes  

people like you and want to do things for you:The salesman was very charming. | a 

charming hostessengaginginteresting or amusing in a way that makes people like you 

– a rather formal word:She can be very engaging. | He has an engaging manner (=he 

behaves in a way that makes people like him).likeableeasy to like and seeming nice  

and friendly:Bobby was a likeable kid with an angelic face. | Mr Bush came across as  

likeable and relaxed (=he seemed likeable and relaxed).good-naturedhaving a nice  

kind character and not getting angry easily:Everyone likes Mike because he’s always so  

good-natured. | He was a good-natured man and he never  

complained.great informalused about someone who you like and admire a lot:He’s a  

great guy! | Sue’s boyfriend is really great.lovely especially BrE informalvery nice,  

kind, and friendly:All the people I met on the course were lovely. | He's a lovely  

man.DESCRIBING SOMETHING YOU LIKE OR ENJOYlovely especially BrE informalvery  

nice:We had a lovely time at the beach. | The hotel was lovely.fun informalif  

something is fun, you enjoy it:The holiday was great fun. | We all had a fun  

time.enjoyablegiving you pleasure:We had a very enjoyable evening. | It was a  

most enjoyable experience.wonderfulvery enjoyable:The food was wonderful. | It was  

a wonderful concert.great also brilliant BrE informalvery enjoyable:“How was the 

party?” “It was great!” | We all had a brilliant time.charmingused about something  

that seems pleasant and has a lot of qualities that make you like it:We stayed in  

a charming little village in the Italian countryside. | I thought the restaurant was rather  

charming.delightful formalvery pleasant or enjoyable:There are many delightful walks  

in the area. | We have had a most delightful evening.pleasurable formala pleasurable  

experience or feeling is one that you enjoy:Shopping in the old city can be 
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a pleasurable experience. | She felt a pleasurable feeling of  

relief.enchanting formalvery pleasant or attractive:Venice is an enchanting city. | He 

is best remembered as the author of enchanting children’s stories such as ‘The Lion,  

the Witch and the Wardrobe’.THESAURUS: 

nice→ good (1)→ good (3)→ kind2→ friendly→ sunny 

niche /niːʃ, nɪtʃ $ nɪtʃ, niːʃ/ noun  1. if you find your niche, you find a job or 

activity that is very suitable for youVERBShave a niche She feels that she has her 
own niche in the company.find a niche He had a hard time finding his 

niche academically.create/carve out a niche (=do something in a particular way that 
is different from, and better than, anyone else) She had carved out a niche for herself 
as a children’s television presenter.ADJECTIVESa special/particular niche As a player, 

he’s carved out his own special niche on the team.little niche informal I feel as if I’ve 
found my little niche in life.your own niche Everyone has their own niche within the 
band.2. an opportunity to sell a product or service that no one else is 

providingVERBSsee/identify/find a niche She saw a niche for upmarket dog 
accessories and set up her own business.fill a niche We’re filling a niche and there’s a 
huge demand for our products.create/establish a niche The arrival of computers in 

homes created a niche for home IT support.ADJECTIVESa profitable/lucrative 
niche The sale of these drugs has proved to be a lucrative niche.a growing niche Pet 
grooming is a rapidly growing niche in Britain.niche + NOUNSa niche market (=selling 

to a particular small group) If you find a good niche market you can still make some 
money.a niche product (=one sold to a particular small group) This model of car has 
been exported as a niche product to Japan and America.PHRASESa niche in the 

market The company has found a niche in the market. 

night /naɪt/ noun  the dark part of each 24-hour period, or the hours before you 

go to bedADJECTIVES/NOUNS + nightgood night (=used when saying goodbye at 

night) Good night, everybody. Sleep well.Monday/Friday etc night I haven’t seen 
him since Thursday night.that night That night, she heard a strange noise.last 
night It rained last night.tomorrow night I should be back by tomorrow night.all 

night He looked as if he’d been up all night.a winter/summer etc night They spent 
the long winter nights telling stories round the fire.a clear/cold/stormy etc night It 
was a clear night, with a full moon shining brightly.a dark/black night I wouldn’t like 

to walk down that path on a dark night.a moonlit/starry night It was a bright moonlit 
night.an early night (=when you go to bed early) I’m really tired – I need an early 
night.a late night (=when you go to bed late) You’ve had too many late 

nights recently.a long night (=a night when you do not sleep or you work 
hard) Everyone was tired and grumpy. It had been a long night.a sleepless/bad 
night She had spent a sleepless night wondering what to do. | I had a bad night last 

night.Don’t say We’re having fish for dinner this night. Say We’re having fish for dinner 
tonight.night + NOUNSthe night sky We looked up at the stars in the night sky.the 
night air The night air was cold.a night train/bus/flight I took the night train to Fort 

William.VERBSspend a night somewhere We spent two nights at the Grand 
Hotel.stay the night (=sleep at someone’s house) You’re welcome to stay the night if 
you like.night falls written (=it starts to become dark) It grew colder as night fell.the 

night wears on (=continues) The pain gradually got better as the night wore 
on.PREPOSITIONSat night Brush your teeth before you go to bed at night.by 
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night (=used when saying what an animal or person does regularly at night) Owls hunt 

by night and sleep in the daytime. | She was working by night as a DJ at a club.in the 
night He woke in the night feeling very hot.during the night Do you often need a 

drink of water during the night?for the night He stayed at a friend’s for the night.on 

Monday/Friday etc night The programme was broadcast on Thursday night. When  

you are mentioning a time before midnight, you use at night: We stayed until ten  

o’clock at night. When you are mentioning a time after midnight, you use in the  

morning: He came home at two in the morning. PHRASESthe night before She had 

not slept much the night before.late at night We often get to bed very late at 
night.last thing at night (=just before you go to bed) Take regular physical exercise, 

but not last thing at night.late/far into the night (=until very late at night) Staff 
worked late into the night to get the system working again.in the middle of the 
night She woke up suddenly in the middle of the night.in/at the dead of 

night literary (=in the middle of the night when it is quiet) There was a sudden knock 
on the door in the dead of night.at this time of night (=used when it seems very late 
at night to do something) Why are you calling me at this time of night?all night 

long The noise continued all night long.day and night/night and day (=all the 
time) The phones rang day and night.morning, noon, and night (=all the time) She 
worked to care for him morning, noon, and night.a night out (=an evening when you 

go to a party, restaurant etc) People come here for a good night out. Good night is  

not used to say hello to someone at night. Use Hello or, in formal situations, Good  

evening.  

nightmare /ˈnaɪtmeə $ -mer/ noun  a very difficult, unpleasant, or frightening 

experience or situationADJECTIVESan absolute/complete nightmare The whole day 

was an absolute nightmare.a real nightmare The situation with our neighbours is 
a real nightmare.the ultimate nightmare (=the worst possible situation) The ultimate 
nightmare for any parent is to suffer the loss of a child.sb’s worst nightmare (=the 

worst possible thing someone can imagine) Forgetting your lines is every actor’s worst 
nightmare.a long nightmare The country’s long nightmare of civil war began in 
1992.a living/waking nightmare (=something extremely bad that happens in your 

life) Being told I had cancer was a waking nightmare.a personal/private 
nightmare His personal nightmare began when he returned home and found his wife 
dead.a logistical nightmare (=something that is very complicated and difficult to 

organize) Arranging childcare during the school vacation can be a logistical 
nightmare.an administrative/bureaucratic nightmare (=something that is very 
complicated and difficult to organize and record) Dealing with so many new applications 

is an administrative nightmare.VERBSbecome/turn into a nightmare Their 
honeymoon turned into a nightmare when they were involved in a car accident.a 

nightmare begins/ends The nightmare began when her mother became ill. | We just 
want this nightmare to end!end a nightmare Her return home ended a three-year 
legal nightmare which began when she was arrested.a nightmare comes 

true (=something bad that someone fears actually happens) The company’s worst 
financial nightmare has now come true.relive a nightmare (=experience it again) The 
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court case is forcing him to relive the nightmare of his daughter’s death.nightmare + 

NOUNSa nightmare scenario (=a very bad situation) The nightmare scenario would 
be if my wife and I both lost our jobs.a nightmare vision (=a very bad situation that 

might happen) The book presents a nightmare vision of Britain in the next century.a 
nightmare world (=a situation in which everything is bad and there is nothing 
good) It’s hard to understand how people survived the nightmare world of the 

concentration camps.a nightmare journey/trip Commuters are facing a nightmare 
journey to work due to the train drivers’ strike.a nightmare day/week etc The 
resignations end a nightmare week for the president.PREPOSITIONSa nightmare for 

sb The past year has been a nightmare for the family.the nightmare of sth For some 
children the nightmare of abuse continues. 

noble /ˈnəʊbəl $ ˈnoʊ-/ adjective  1. morally good and deserving praise or 

respectNOUNSa noble cause They believe they are fighting for a noble cause.a noble 

goal/aim Keeping unemployment as low as possible is a noble goal.a noble 
gesture His family appreciated the government’s noble gesture.a noble ideal The 
health service has genuinely noble ideals.a noble enterprise formal (=a noble 

activity) The peace process has been a noble enterprise.a noble calling (=a noble type 
of work) Public service is a noble calling.PHRASESit/that is noble of sb “I offered to 

give her my ticket.” “That was very noble of you.”2. belonging to the highest social 
class, with a title such as ‘Duke’ or ‘Countess’NOUNSa noble family He came from 
a noble family.noble birth The Empress was served by ladies of noble birth.noble 

blood She may have noble blood in her veins.a noble name He had brought shame on 
his noble name. 

nod1 /nɒd $ nɑːd/ verb  to move your head up and down, for example to show 

agreement or understandingADVERBSnod thoughtfully He nodded thoughtfully, then 

smiled.nod slowly Irene nodded slowly. “Yes, I can see that now.”nod vigorously “Do 
you agree?” he asked. I nodded vigorously.nod sympathetically The barman nodded 
sympathetically.nod gravely/grimly (=in a very serious way) I asked if the news was 

true and Adam nodded grimly. | The doctor listened to him, nodding gravely.nod 
wisely also nod sagely formal He says nothing, just nods sagely.nod approvingly He 
wondered if he had said the wrong thing, but James was nodding 

approvingly.NOUNSnod your head “Of course,” he said, nodding his head.nod your 
agreement/approval/thanks etc The team laughed and nodded their approval.nod 

yes The frightened boy nodded yes.PREPOSITIONSnod to/at sb They nodded to each 
other.nod towards/in the direction of sth/sb “What’s that?” asked Jack, nodding 
at the sack. | She nodded towards the shed. “He’s in there.” | He nodded in the 

direction of the forest.nod in agreement/approval etc His brother nodded in 
agreement. 

nod2 /nɒd $ nɑːd/ noun  an act of moving your head up and downADJECTIVESa 

friendly nod The man turned and gave me a friendly nod.a little/small/slight 

nod He gave a little nod, unable to speak.a brief/quick nod Her teacher gave her 
a quick nod of encouragement.an approving nod I got approving nods from my 
colleagues.VERBSgive a nod She gave a satisfied nod.PREPOSITIONSwith a nod She 

greeted her son with a nod.a nod at/towards sb/sth “What about him?” Harry said 
with a nod at Percy.PHRASESa nod of your head He indicated Rachel with a nod 
of his head.a nod of approval/agreement/acknowledgement etc My little speech 

was greeted with nods of approval. 
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noise /nɔɪz/ noun  a sound, especially one that is loud, unpleasant, or 

frighteningADJECTIVES/NOUNS + noisea loud noise He was woken by a loud noise in 
the kitchen.a deafening noise (=extremely loud) Their conversation was drowned out 
by the deafening noise of an aircraft taking off.a strange/funny noise What’s 

that funny noise?a gurgling/whistling/clicking etc noise (=a particular kind of 
sound) The water moved through the pipes with a loud gurgling noise.constant 
noise (=that does not stop) She was fed up with the constant noise of 

traffic.background noise (=noise of things that are happening around 
you) The background noise made it hard to hear what he was 
saying.traffic/aircraft/engine etc noise It was peaceful there, with no traffic 

noise at all.VERBSmake a noise The car engine was making a funny noise.hear a 
noise She heard a strange noise.a noise comes from sth The noise seemed to 
be coming from the kitchen.keep the noise down (=be or make something as quiet 

as possible) We tried to keep the noise down so we wouldn’t disturb her.reduce 
noise The road is covered with a special surface which helps reduce 
noise.generate/create/produce noise The noise generated by the air conditioner 

was keeping him awake.a noise stops Suddenly the noise stopped.a noise dies 
down/away (=becomes quieter) After a while, the noise died down.noise + 

NOUNSnoise levels The hospital is trying to reduce noise levels to help patients 
sleep.noise pollution (=noise from traffic, building etc which has a bad effect on 
people’s lives) The new airport will increase noise pollution in the surrounding 

area.PREPOSITIONSthe noise of sth The noise of the traffic made conversation 
impossible.the noise from sth The noise from the house next door was keeping him 
awake.above/over the noise Nothing could be heard above the noise of the 

engine.THESAURUS: noiseracket/dina loud unpleasant noise, especially one 

that annoys you. Racket is more informal than din:I wish those kids would  

stop making such a racket. | I shouted to make myself heard above the din of the 

crowd. | They had to lie in the back of a truck listening to the din of battle all around 

them.row BrEa very loud unpleasant noise, especially one that continues for a long 

time:The deafening row from the loudspeakers was hurting my ears. | The people next  

door were making a terrible row. | If they don't stop that row soon, there is going to be  

trouble.roara loud noise that continues for a long time – used about the noise from an 

engine, the traffic, a crowd, the sea, or the wind:We listened to the roar of the 

waves breaking on the beach. | the roar of the crowd at the Blue Jays baseball  

game | the roar of the plane's engines | She heard the roar of a motorbike behind  

her. | Urquhart had to shout above the roar of the traffic. | "I'm sorry," he said,  

against the roar of the wind. "I didn't mean to frighten you."hubbub especially  

writtenthe unclear sound of a lot of people talking and moving around in a place:It’s a  

wonderful place to escape from the hubbub of London’s busy streets. | His voice rose 

above the hubbub.commotion especially writtena noise made by people arguing or  

fighting:There was a big commotion going on outside the building (=a situation in  

which there was a lot of noise). | He went downstairs to find out what  

was causing the commotion.clamour BrE clamor AmE literarya loud noise made by a  
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group of people or things all making a noise at the same time:They heard the clamour  

of angry voices. | I could hear the clamor of the rain on the roof. | the clamor of the 

birds | the clamor of typewriters  

noisy /ˈnɔɪzi/ adjective  making a lot of noise, or full of noiseNOUNSa noisy 

crowd/group A noisy crowd of people gathered outside the embassy.noisy 
children The park is full of noisy children.noisy neighbours BrE noisy 
neighbors AmE Noisy neighbours are making our life miserable.noisy 

road/car/traffic I couldn’t sleep because of the noisy traffic.a noisy engine The car 
has a noisy engine and it’s difficult to talk when you’re driving.a noisy 
room/office/factory etc It can be hard to concentrate in a noisy office.a noisy 

demonstration/protest The protesters held a noisy demonstration outside the 
factory.a noisy party/celebration There were noisy celebrations which carried on all 
night.a noisy eater (=someone who makes too much noise when they eat) My brother 

is a very noisy eater.ADVERBSvery/really noisy The bar was very noisy and I couldn’t 
hear what she was saying.extremely/incredibly noisy The wind was extremely 
noisy that night.rather noisy/a little noisy also a bit noisy informal It’s a bit noisy in 

there, isn’t it?THESAURUS: noisy→ loudANTONYMS → quiet 

nomination /ˌnɒməˈneɪʃən, ˌnɒmɪˈneɪʃən $ ˌnɑː-/ noun  the act of saying that 

someone or something should be given an important job, a prize, or an 
awardVERBSget/receive a nomination The film got the nomination for Best 
Drama.win a nomination (=succeed in being nominated) Do you think she has 

enough votes to win the nomination?make a nomination (=say that you think 
someone should be given a job or position) The president has the right 
to make nominations for the Supreme Court.seek a nomination (=try to get it) He 

is seeking the Republican nomination in the Senate race.accept a nomination (=agree 
to be nominated) Lieberman accepted the nomination as the vice-presidential 
candidate.oppose sb’s nomination (=say that someone should not get a job or 

position) Senator Hatch said that he would oppose Lee’s nomination to assistant 
attorney general.approve a nomination (=agree that someone should get a job or 
position) The Senate unanimously approved her nomination.withdraw your 

nomination (=say you no longer want to nominate someone) The scandal forced him 
to withdraw his nomination.announce a nomination The Academy 
Awards nominations were announced in Los Angeles yesterday.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ nominationthe presidential nomination (=for the job of president) He was 
unsuccessful in his campaign for the presidential nomination in 2008.the 
Republican/Democratic etc nomination (=to be the candidate for a party at an 

election) Feinstein beat Van de Kamp for the Democratic nomination.PREPOSITIONSa 
nomination for sth Nominations for British Designer of the Year will be announced 
next week.sb’s nomination as sth She accepted the party’s nomination 

as presidential candidate.sb’s nomination to a post/committee/court The 
judge’s nomination to the Supreme Court was widely opposed. 

nonsense /ˈnɒnsəns $ ˈnɑːnsens/ noun  ideas, opinions, statements etc that are 

not true or that seem very stupidADJECTIVEScomplete/total/utter nonsense Most of 
what has been written on this subject is complete nonsense.absolute/sheer 
nonsense (=complete nonsense) He said that the charges against him were absolute 

nonsense.arrant nonsense formal (=complete nonsense) He dismissed the idea 
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as arrant nonsense.patent nonsense (=obviously nonsense – used for emphasis) It 

is patent nonsense to suggest that this scheme has been successful.superstitious 
nonsense (=based on ideas that some things bring good or bad luck) He thought all 

this talk about black cats bringing good luck was superstitious nonsense.VERBStalk 
nonsense That’s not true – he’s talking nonsense!spout nonsense informal (=talk 
nonsense in an annoying or boring way) I heard her on the radio, spouting her 

usual nonsense about diets.believe this/that nonsense Don’t tell me you believe all 
this nonsense about ghosts!PHRASESthat’s nonsense (=used to emphasize that 
something is not true) That’s nonsense. I never said that at all.a load/lot of 

nonsense informal (=things that are completely untrue) What she told you was a load 
of nonsense. Mark doesn’t drink at all. | “Don’t fill her head with a lot of nonsense,” 
said her mother. 

non-stop /ˌnɒn ˈstɒp/ adjective  THESAURUS > continuous 

norm AC /nɔːm $ nɔːrm/ noun  the usual situation, way of doing something, way 

of behaving etc GrammarYou usually say the norm. VERBSbe the norm At that time, 

big families were the norm.become the norm Owning a car has become the 
norm.accept sth as the norm They encourage children to accept early bed times as 
the norm.establish the norm Parents are responsible 

for establishing the norms within a family.conform to the norm (=behave or do 
something in the same way as everyone else) Teenagers feel under pressure 
to conform to the norm.deviate from the norm (=be different from the norm) It 

sounds like your experience deviated from the norm in every way.violate the 
norm (=do something that is against the norm) People who violated norms of society 
were publicly punished.ADJECTIVESsocial norms Our behaviour is restricted by social 

norms.cultural norms We must learn to work with people whose cultural norms are 
different from our own.the accepted/established norm Behaviour that was different 
from the accepted norm was viewed with suspicion.the national norm The school has 

a 30-hour week, five hours above the national norm.PREPOSITIONSabove/below the 
norm Unemployment here is now 5%, which is far above the norm.beyond the 
norm People should be rewarded for performance beyond the norm.the norm for 

sb/sth This kind of behaviour is not the norm for a child of her age.PHRASESdifferent 
from the norm I like being around people who are different from the norm.a 
departure/deviation from the norm formal This violence was an 

unexpected deviation from the norm.be the norm rather than the exception (=be 
what usually happens) Going to university is the norm rather than the exception these 
days. 

normal AC /ˈnɔːməl $ ˈnɔːr-/ adjective  usual, typical, or 

expectedADVERBScompletely normal The test results came back, and everything 
was completely normal.perfectly normal (=completely normal) Her reaction to the 

news was perfectly normal.quite normal (=completely normal) Her room was untidy, 
but that was quite normal.fairly/pretty normal They were a pretty 
normal family.NOUNSa normal life All I want is to lead a happy normal life.a normal 

conversation You can’t have a normal conversation if you know you’re being 
recorded.a normal routine The arrival of Celia had disrupted his normal routine.a 
normal day/week On a normal day, Volker starts work at 7.30.a normal 

level/rate His blood pressure returned to a normal level.normal 
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practice/procedure It is normal practice to appoint two or more directors.a normal 

process Getting wrinkles is considered to be part of the normal process of 
ageing.normal size/weight His legs had swollen to three times their normal size.the 

normal range/pattern Her weight was within the normal range.the normal 
time Alice woke at the normal time.VERBSseem/look/appear 
normal Fred seemed quite normal and gave no impression of being angry.sound 

normal “Everything will be OK,” she said, trying to sound normal.consider sth 
normal In Britain, having a drink with your colleagues after work is considered 
normal.PREPOSITIONSnormal for sb/sth The weather is normal for the time of 

year. | Missing breakfast is quite normal for me.PHRASESas normal (=used to 
emphasize that something happens very regularly) John and Liz were late, as 
normal.under normal circumstances Under normal circumstances, you would have to 

pay to go into the exhibition.in the normal way The results will be posted to you in 

the normal way.THESAURUS: 

normalordinaryhouse | car | day | person | man | woman | citizen | familynot  

special, unusual, or different from normal:They live in an ordinary three-bedroomed 

house. | It looks like an ordinary car, but it uses solar power. | It was just an ordinary  

day – nothing special happened. | The book is written in a way that ordinary people  

can easily understand. | We need someone who knows about the needs of ordinary  

citizens.regular especially AmEguy | size | coffeenot special or unusual, or of the 

usual size or type:He’s just a regular guy. | I ordered a dozen regular-size cookies. | In  

Seattle, espresso is cheaper than regular  

coffee.averageheight | intelligence | price | costaround the usual level or  

amount:The robber was of average height and was wearing a black leather  

jacket. | The test showed that he was of above average intelligence. | The average 

price of a pint of milk has gone up. | The noise level was about average for this type 

of machine.standardpractice | way | method | size | equipment | terms | rate of  

taxnormal – used about methods of doing something, or about the size, shape,  

features etc of products:It is standard practice to X-ray hand-baggage at  

airports (=used when talking about the usual system for doing something). | This  

method is still the standard way of making wine. | We stock shoes in all the standard  

sizes. | Airbags are standard equipment on all new cars (=they are part of the usual  

equipment). | The contract is subject to the standard terms and conditions. | The 

standard rate of tax has been reduced to 20p in the 

pound.routinecheck | inspection | examination | screening | maintenance | tas

k | procedureused about things that are usually done, often as part of a regular  

system :The fault was discovered during a routine check of the plane. | The cancer was  

found during routine screening (=a check to see if someone has a disease or a medical  

condition). | The building is closed for routine maintenance. | His daughter helps him 

with routine tasks such as shopping and cooking. | This type of surgery is now a  

routine procedure. | The figures are updated every day on a routine basis (=as part  
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of a regular  

system).everydaylife | world | experience | existence | conversation | language

 | speech | event | occurrence | affairs | problem | work | things | objects | clo

thesused about things that happen or that you use as part of normal life:The artist  

painted scenes from everyday life in his hometown. | As we all know from our  

everyday experience, there are too many cars on our roads. | The word “yeah” is often  

used in everyday conversation to mean “yes”. | She is good at making everyday events  

seem of interest to her reader. | Community support officers help people to deal with  

their everyday problems. | Take time to look at and enjoy simple everyday 

things. | Sally was still dressed in her everyday clothes.commonused about birds and 

plants that are of the most usual type:Most people keep the common goldfish, but  

there are plenty of others. | The common daisy is a familiar sight in  

summer. Common is also used in the phrases the common people or the common  

man (=people who are not rich and powerful): Churchill had a great ability to  

communicate with the common  

people. conventionalengine | medicine | treatment | approach | way | method 

| viewof the kind that is usually used, especially when you are comparing this with a  

different or special type:The new engine is more efficient than a conventional diesel  

engine. | People sometimes turn to alternative therapies when conventional medicine 

has failed. | The teaching methods they use are very different from the conventional  

approach. | His hypothesis challenged the conventional view that life started in the 

ocean. Conventional weapons are ones that are not nuclear, chemical, or  

biological: The aircraft is capable of carrying conventional or  

nuclear weapons. orthodoxmedicine | approach | way | viewaccepted by most  

people as being the right or usual way of doing something:Some illnesses cannot be 

treated using orthodox medicine. | The orthodox economic approach is to give 

companies as much freedom as possible. | In those days, the orthodox view was that  

the earth was only a few thousand years old.ANTONYMS → abnormal 

normality /nɔːˈmæləti $ nɔːr-/ noun  a situation in which everything is 

normalVERBSreturn to normality also get back to normality informal After the 

earthquake it took a long time for everything to return to normality.restore 
normality The government is trying to restore normality to life in the 
country.ADJECTIVESrelative/comparative normality The end of the war saw the 

town return to comparative normality.apparent normality Despite his apparent 
normality, he was suffering from severe depression.PHRASESa return to 
normality Companies waiting for a return to normality following the recession may be 

disappointed.a sense/feeling of normality After suffering a serious illness she is 
slowly getting a sense of normality back into her life.an appearance/semblance of 
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normality Following several years of a semblance of normality, the country has 

erupted in violence.a kind of normality Life was returning to a kind of normality, but 
conditions remained very difficult.a degree of normality (=some normality) A degree 

of normality is slowly returning to the city following the riots. 

north /nɔːθ $ nɔːrθ/ adjective, adverb, noun  the direction that is at the top of a 

map of the world, or the part of a place that is in this directionnorth + NOUNSthe north 
side/end Their house is on the north side of the square.the north coast They landed 

on the north coast.the north bank You can walk along the north bank of the river.the 
North Pole It is very cold at the North Pole.a north wind (=a wind from the 
north) The trees are bent by the north wind.ADVERBSfurther north A little further 

north is the small town of Leith.due north (=directly north) He told us to head due 
north.ADJECTIVESthe far north The birds breed in the far 
north.VERBSgo/travel/head north We decided to go north.face north The 

kitchen faces north.PREPOSITIONSin the north There has been fighting in the north of 
the country.to/towards the north Port Meadow is situated to the north of 
Oxford.from the north The wind was blowing from the north.the north of a place I 

lived for many years in the north of England. 

nose /nəʊz $ noʊz/ noun  the part of a person’s or animal’s face used for 

smelling or breathingADJECTIVESa big/large nose See that guy over there, the one 

with the big nose?a small/little nose She had a cute little nose.a long nose He 
looked down his long nose at me.a straight nose Her nose was long, straight, and 
elegant.a broken nose (=one that is not straight because the bone has been 

broken) The boxer had a broken nose.a sharp/pointed nose The rat had a 
long pointed nose.a red nose (=because you are cold or drunk, or have a 
cold) His nose was red from the cold.a snub/turned-up nose (=one that curves up at 

the end) She had big eyes and a turned-up nose.a hooked nose (=one that curves 
down at the end) An old man with a hooked nose pulled at her sleeve.a 
Roman/aquiline nose (=one that curves out near the top) He had a thin face with 

an aquiline nose.a runny nose (=with liquid coming out) I had a sore throat and 
a runny nose.a blocked nose (=so that you cannot breathe easily) My nose is 
really blocked and I can’t smell anything.a snotty nose (=with unpleasant thick liquid 

coming out) a group of dirty children with snotty nosesa sensitive nose (=able to 
notice smells very well) Dogs have very sensitive noses.VERBSblow your nose (=clear 

it by blowing strongly into a piece of soft paper or cloth) She blew her nose on a large 
white handkerchief.wipe your nose (=wipe liquid away from your nose) The boy 
sniffed and wiped his nose with the back of his hand.pick your nose (=remove 

substances from inside your nose with your finger) His mother told him to 
stop picking his nose.wrinkle your nose (=move the muscles near your nose when 
you do not like something) Susan looked at the food and wrinkled her nose.hold your 

nose (=so that you cannot smell a bad smell) The smell was so revolting that I had 
to hold my nose.breathe through your nose Close your eyes and breathe 
through your nose.punch sb on the nose (=deliberately hit their nose) He threatened 

to punch me on the nose.sb’s nose is running (=liquid is coming out) She was crying 
hard and her nose was running.PHRASESthe bridge of your nose (=the upper part, 
between your eyes) Sam pushed his glasses up on the bridge of his nose. 

nostalgia /nɒˈstældʒə $ nɑː-/ noun  a feeling that a time in the past was good, 

or a memory of a good time in the pastADJECTIVESgreat nostalgia I read the college 
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newsletter with great nostalgia.pure nostalgia It was an evening of pure nostalgia, as 

the band played hits from the 1960s.VERBSfeel/have nostalgia He 
didn’t feel any nostalgia for his school days. | The immigrants I spoke to often had an 

intense nostalgia for their homeland.wallow in nostalgia (=enjoy remembering a 
good time in the past) It’s fun to look back at old photos and wallow in 
nostalgia.PREPOSITIONSnostalgia for sth Many people feel nostalgia for the old 

days.PHRASESa sense/feeling of nostalgia It gave me a sense of nostalgia to hear 
him play the piano again.a pang of nostalgia (=a short feeling of nostalgia) She felt 
a pang of nostalgia for the time when they were all children.a wave of nostalgia (=a 

sudden strong feeling of nostalgia) As I drove into the village where I grew up, a wave 
of nostalgia swept over me. 

nosy /ˈnəʊzi $ ˈnoʊ-/ adjective  THESAURUS > curious (1) 

notable adjective  THESAURUS > important (1) 

note /nəʊt $ noʊt/ noun  1. a short message or piece of writing telling someone 

about somethingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + notea brief/quick/short note I wrote a short 

note telling him my plans.a handwritten note The flowers had a handwritten 
note attached to them.a thank-you note The children always write thank-you 
notes for their birthday presents.a delivery note A delivery note is sent with the 

goods.a suicide note (=one saying why a person has killed themselves) He left 
a suicide note saying that he could not cope with his illness any longer.VERBSwrite a 
note Do you think I should write a note to thank him for the flowers?leave (sb) a 

note He had left a note for Sara in the kitchen.send (sb) a note I sent a note of 
congratulations when their daughter was born.get/receive a 
note Bella received a note asking her to attend a meeting.a note says sth The note 

said that he would be back late.PREPOSITIONSa note from sb There was a note 
from her mother on the table.a note to sb The note to his sister said that he wanted to 
help her.a note about sth I’ve left him a note about tomorrow.in a note In the note, 

he said that he would arrive at 10.PHRASESa note of 
thanks/apology/congratulations Tom wrote a note of apology to colleagues for his 
behaviour.2. words that you write down so that you can remember 

something GrammarUsually plural in this meaning. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ notedetailed notes I always make quite detailed notes after important 

meetings.extensive/copious notes (=a very large amount) She sat at the back of the 
hall and took copious notes.lecture notes (=that a student writes during a lecture) I 
missed class today; can I borrow your lecture notes?medical notes (=notes that a 

doctor keeps about a patient) I asked if I could see my medical notes.case 
notes (=notes that a doctor, social worker etc makes about someone) The researchers 
looked at the case notes of 500 patients with this type of cancer.VERBSmake/take 

notes The reporter took notes throughout the interview. | As he read the letters, 
he made careful notes.make a note of sth I’ll just make a note of your name.jot 
down/scribble notes (=write them quickly) The jurors were scribbling notes as the 

witness gave evidence.write up your notes (=write them again using full sentences 
and more details) It’s a good idea to write up your notes soon after a 
lecture.look/go/read through your notes I read through my notes before the 

exam.keep a note Keep a note of how much you have spent.3. a particular musical 
sound or a symbol that represents a musical soundADJECTIVESa high/low 
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note Frankie has quite a deep voice and can’t sing the high notes.VERBSplay/sing a 

note He played the wrong note.hold a note (=make it continue) She didn’t have 
enough breath to hold the note.4. a type of mood or feelingADJECTIVESa good/high 

note (=when you are pleased because something good has happened) The season 
ended on a high note with a 5–0 win for the team.a happy/optimistic/positive 
note I wanted to start the meeting on a happy note. | On an optimistic note, she 

concluded that next year's sales would increase.a lighter/brighter note (=less 
serious) On a brighter note, Jenni has invited us for dinner. | On a lighter note, there’s 
a really good comedy programme on tonight.a serious/sad note On a more serious 

note, he said that there were still a lot of problems facing the company. | On a sad 
note, we have to inform you that Dirk Vandenbriel, our sales director, has died.a sour 
note (=unpleasant) The game ended on a sour note with an argument between the 

team’s manager and the referee.VERBSend/finish on a ... note Despite the 
week ending on a sad note, he remains optimistic about the future.PREPOSITIONSon a 
... note On a happier note, we are delighted to announce the birth of our first 

grandchild.a note of optimism/sadness/desperation etc There was a note of 
sadness in his voice. 

nothing /ˈnʌθɪŋ/ pronoun  not anythingADVERBSabsolutely nothing I 

know absolutely nothing about baseball.nothing at all also nothing whatsoever Her 
mother said nothing at all.almost/virtually/practically nothing The two men 
have virtually nothing in common. | Almost nothing is known about him.nothing 

else/more I have nothing more to say. | There was nothing else I wanted to 
do.nothing + ADJECTIVESnothing wrong/new/special etc There was nothing 
wrong with her hearing. | This book contains nothing new.nothing 

untoward (=nothing unusual, unexpected, or unwanted) Police searched the house but 
found nothing untoward.VERBSdo nothing We can’t just sit here and do 
nothing.nothing happens For a few seconds nothing happened, then the door started 

to open.nothing changes I’ve told him a million times, but nothing 
changes.PHRASEShave nothing to say/hide/fear etc I’m not worried about the 
investigation because I have nothing to hide.nothing of interest/value/importance 

etc There was nothing of interest in the desk.have nothing to do with sth (=not 
have any connection with something) His age has nothing to do with it. 

notice1 /ˈnəʊtəs, ˈnəʊtɪs $ ˈnoʊ-/ verb [I,T not in progressive]  if you notice 

something or someone, you realize that they exist, especially because you can see, 
hear, or feel themADVERBShardly/barely/scarcely notice sth (=almost not at 
all) The mark was so tiny, I hardly noticed it.not really notice (=not notice – used for 

making what you say less definite) I didn’t really notice what they were doing.not even 
notice (=not notice, when this is surprising or annoying) At first, he didn’t even notice 
that she had left.never notice sth Have you never noticed how annoying he 

is?immediately/instantly notice sth He immediately noticed the missing 
picture.notice sth at once (=immediately) When you enter the store you will notice at 
once that all the products are very good quality.PHRASEScan’t help noticing 

sth (=notice something because it is obvious) I can’t help noticing that there are no 
women in this company.fail to notice sth The driver failed to notice that his brake 
lights weren’t working.seem/appear not to notice sth The actor made a mistake, but 

the audience seemed not to notice.THESAURUS: noticedetectto notice  

something that is difficult to see, hear etc because it is very small, faint, or  
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unclear. Detect is used about people and machines, and is more formal  

than notice:X-ray telescopes can now detect virtually every type of astronomical  

object. | He thought he could detect a flicker of interest in her  

eyes.spotdifference | mistake | somethingto notice something, especially  

something that is difficult to see or that you see for a short time only. Spot is more 

informal than notice:Can you spot the difference between these two pictures? | I’m 

glad you spotted the mistake before it was too late. | Viewers spotted something  

unusual crawling across the studio table: a large brown cockroach.become 

aware/consciousto gradually begin to notice that something is happening or is  

true:I became aware that mum was getting a lot older. | Tessa became conscious of a  

feeling of guilt.can tellto be able to notice something because you can see, smell, hear  

it etc:I could tell that she had been drinking. | Can you tell I’ve lost weight?sth/sb 

catches your eyeused to say that you suddenly notice something or someone 

because they are interesting, attractive, or good at something:I saw this shirt in the 

shop window and it just caught my eye. | Clarke caught the eye of boss Bryan Robson 

when he scored for Newry last week.observe formalto notice something as a result of  

watching or studying it closely:Psychologists observed that the mice became more 

aggressive in smaller cages.perceive formalneed | problemto notice something,  

especially that something is happening, or is true, or needs to be done:The company 

quickly perceived the need for change. | Parents sometimes perceive that there is a  

problem, but do not feel there is anything they can do about  

it.witnessaccident | incident | crime | murder | changeto see something happen 

because you are there at the time:His two sons Graham and Craig witnessed the 

accident. | Police would like to hear from anyone who may have witnessed the 

incident. | People have witnessed some great economic changes during the last ten  

years.missto not notice something because it is difficult to see:It’s easy to miss the 

entrance – the sign is hidden behind a tree. | I must have missed him in the fog.  

 

notice2 /ˈnəʊtɪs $ ˈnoʊ-/ noun  1. a written statement about somethingVERBS 

+ noticeput up a notice Someone had put up a notice on the board, which said that 

the lecture had been cancelled.see a notice Did you see the notice about the staff 
meeting?notice + VERBSa notice says/reads The notice said ‘No ball games’.a notice 
goes up Notices were going up everywhere about the election.2. if you take notice of 

someone or something, you pay attention to themVERBStake notice (=pay attention to 
something) I began to take notice when the subject of money came up.take no 
notice/not take any notice (=ignore someone or something) The other 

passengers took no notice of what was happening.come to sb’s notice (=used when 
someone notices something) This problem first came to our notice last summer. | It has 
come to my notice that you have been missing sports classes (=used especially by 

someone in authority when criticizing someone).escape sb’s notice (=used when 
someone does not notice something) It had somehow escaped his notice that Phil 
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seemed interested in Jean.bring sth to sb’s notice (=tell someone about 

something) It has been brought to my notice that employees are smoking in the 
restrooms.attract notice (=be noticed by other people) She didn’t want to attract 

notice, so she dressed very plainly.3. information or a warning about something that is 
going to happenVERBSgive (sb) notice To withdraw money from this type of savings 
account, you must give the bank 30 days’ notice.serve notice formal (=give official 

legal notice about something) They have served notice that they intend to take legal 
action against the company.have/receive notice If I had had more notice, I could 
have spent more time getting ready for their visit.need/require notice The 

company requires a month’s notice of any holiday time you would like to 
take.ADJECTIVESadvance notice also prior notice formal (=given before an 
event) We had no advance notice of the attack. | When you’re on the mailing list, you’ll 

receive advance notice of upcoming events.reasonable/sufficient notice Did you 
have reasonable notice of the court case?ten days’/three months’/five minutes’ 
etc notice His contract said he must give three months’ notice if he decides to 

leave.written notice He gave written notice of his intention to sell the 
company.formal/official/legal notice We expect to receive official notice of the 
transfer next week.PREPOSITIONSwithout notice Trains may be cancelled without 

notice.notice of sth The bank must give you one month’s notice of any 
changes.PHRASESat short notice (=without much time to prepare) Thank you for 
coming to help at such short notice.at a moment’s notice (=very quickly) He’d be 

ready to leave at a moment’s notice.until further notice (=from now until you are told 
something else) On the door was a sign: ‘Library closed until further notice’.notice to 
quit BrE (=a warning that you must leave the house or flat where you live by a 

particular date) The new owner gave all the tenants notice to quit. 

noticeable /ˈnəʊtəsəbəl, ˈnəʊtɪsəbəl $ ˈnoʊ-/ adjective  easy to noticeNOUNSa 

noticeable change/improvement There was a noticeable change in her attitude 

when she found out who I was.a noticeable difference If you do these exercises 
daily, you will soon see a noticeable difference.a noticeable 
increase/reduction There has been a noticeable increase in temperatures around the 

world. | One result of the recession has been a noticeable reduction in the number of 
people travelling abroad.a noticeable effect/impact He drank several glasses of 
wine, but it had no noticeable effect on him.a noticeable feature These groups of 

trees are the most noticeable feature of the landscape.a noticeable lack of sth There 
was a noticeable lack of enthusiasm for the plan.ADVERBShardly/barely 
noticeable The scar was hardly noticeable.immediately noticeable The effects of the 

poison are not immediately noticeable.particularly/especially noticeable These 
changes were particularly noticeable in Africa. 

notion AC /ˈnəʊʃən $ ˈnoʊ-/ noun  an idea, belief, or opinionADJECTIVESa vague 

notion (=unclear) He had only a vague notion of what might happen next.an 
absurd/ridiculous notion The ridiculous notion crossed his mind that she might be in 
love with him.a preconceived notion (=an idea that you have before you have 

enough knowledge or experience, which is often wrong) I didn’t come to the job with 
any preconceived notions about what it would be like.an accepted/popular 
notion (=an idea that most people believe, and which is often wrong) These women 

challenged accepted notions of female roles in society.the whole notion of sth The 
movie makes us question the whole notion of what makes a hero.a romantic 
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notion (=based on how you want something to be, not how it is in real life) He 

rejected the romantic notion of pure art with no political or social influence.an abstract 
notion How can an artist represent abstract notions such as peace or justice?a 

traditional notion This is a method which abandons the traditional notions of teaching 
and learning.a simple notion Gambling is based on the simple notion of getting 
something for nothing.VERBShave a notion He didn’t have a clear notion of what to 

do.accept a notion Probably 95% of scientists now accept the notion that human 
activity is causing climate change.support a notion There is no evidence 
to support the notion that girls are treated better than boys in school.reinforce a 

notion (=make an idea stronger or easier to believe) The 
research reinforces the notion that fathers have an important role in their children’s 
lives.challenge/dispute a notion Copernicus challenged the notion that the Sun goes 

around the Earth.reject/dismiss a notion Aristotle rejected the notion that the body 
and the soul are separate.dispel a notion (=show that it is not true) He is keen 
to dispel the notion that he is a wealthy man.abandon a notion (=stop having it) I 

thought the course would be easy but I soon abandoned that notion.PREPOSITIONSthe 
notion of sth The notion of individual freedom dominated political debate.a notion 
about sth He had preconceived notions about life in the country.PHRASESnot have the 

faintest/foggiest notion (=not know or understand something at all) He didn’t have 
the foggiest notion how far he might have to walk. 

notorious /nəʊˈtɔːriəs, nə- $ noʊ-, nə-/ adjective  THESAURUS > famous 

nourishment /ˈnʌrɪʃmənt $ ˈnɜː-, ˈnʌ-/ noun  substances that people and other 

living things need in order to grow and stay 
healthyADJECTIVESenough/adequate/proper nourishment You must ensure that 
the patient receives adequate nourishment.vital/essential nourishment The outer 

part of wheat and rice contains vital nourishment.VERBSprovide nourishment The 
baby’s mother provides nourishment and security.get/receive/obtain 
nourishment A plant gets all its nourishment from the soil. | If you eat a variety of 

foods, you should receive all the nourishment you need.draw nourishment (=get 
nourishment. ‘Draw’ sounds more formal or technical than ‘get’) The 
fungus draws its nourishment from the tree it grows on.need nourishment After all 

that activity, you’ll need some nourishment.PHRASESlack of nourishment He looked 
as if he might collapse from lack of nourishment. 

novel1 /ˈnɒvəl $ ˈnɑː-/ noun  a long written story in which the characters and 

events are usually imaginaryVERBSread a novel Have you read Anne Tyler’s 
latest novel?write a novel She writes historical novels.publish a novel His 
first novel was published in 2005.be based on a novel The film is based on a novel by 

Robert Harris.a novel is set somewhere (=the events in it take place there) Many of 
her novels are set in Egypt.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + novela great/good novel She 
wanted to write a great novel.a classic novel We will be discussing Aldous 

Huxley’s classic novel ‘Brave New World’.a best-selling novel (=one that a lot of 
people buy) She is the author of several best-selling novels.a popular novel (=one 
that a lot of people like) Spring became a writer of popular novels.a 

modern/contemporary novel Too many students only read contemporary 
novels.sb’s debut novel (=their first novel) It’s an impressive debut novel.a romantic 
novel He was as handsome as the hero of a romantic novel.a historical novel (=one 

about a time in the past) Graves wrote historical novels set in ancient Rome.an 
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autobiographical novel (=one that is based on events in the writer’s life) Isherwood’s 

‘Goodbye to Berlin’ is an autobiographical novel about his time in Germany.a 
detective/crime novel I like reading crime novels.a horror novel (=one in which 

strange and frightening things happen) The hotel looked like something out of a gothic 
horror novel.PREPOSITIONSa novel by sb I’m reading a novel by D. H. Lawrence.the 
novels of sb We’re studying the novels of Jane Austen.a novel about sb/sth He is 

writing a novel about the First World War. 

novel2 /ˈnɒvəl $ ˈnɑː-/ adjective  THESAURUS > new (1) 

novelist /ˈnɒvələst, ˈnɒvəlɪst $ ˈnɑː-/ noun  someone who writes 

novelsADJECTIVESa great novelist He is related to Russia’s greatest novelist, Tolstoy.a 

popular/successful novelist She was a popular novelist of the 1920s and 30s.a 
best-selling novelist My ambition is to be a best-selling novelist.a prolific 
novelist (=one who writes a lot of novels) He was a prolific novelist and published over 

60 books.a crime novelist Crime novelists often research ways of murdering people.a 
romantic novelist (=one who writes romantic novels) Barbara Cartland was a famous 
romantic novelist, who wrote more than 700 books. 

novelty /ˈnɒvəlti $ ˈnɑː-/ noun  the quality of being new, unusual, and 

interestingVERBSsth loses its novelty (=it stops seeming new and interesting) His 
work has lost its novelty and it now seems rather old-fashioned.the novelty wears 

off (=used when something stops seeming new and interesting) Once the 
novelty had worn off he didn’t play with his new toy much.novelty + NOUNSnovelty 
value (=the quality that something has when it seems interesting and unusual) Some 

people liked the phone because of its novelty value.ADJECTIVESsheer novelty (=used 
when emphasizing how new and different something seems) Few pieces of music can 
match the sheer novelty of Sibelius’s Sixth Symphony.PREPOSITIONSthe novelty of 

(doing) sth The novelty of travelling around the country was starting to wear 
off.PHRASESbe something of a novelty/be quite a novelty (=be something that 
seems new and different) At that time, computers were still something of a 

novelty. | In the 1970s, a woman sports reporter was quite a novelty.the added 
novelty of sth You can attend the recording of the show, and get the added novelty 
of watching a radio programme being made. 

now /naʊ/ adverb  I wonder what he is doing now. The population is much larger 

now than it used to be. They now live in Boston.PHRASESby now Sonia should have 
been home by now. Do you think she’s OK?until now Until now, doctors have been 

able to do very little to treat this disease.from now on (=starting from now) Please try 
to be more careful from now on.for now Just leave your shoes on the back porch for 
now.right now especially spoken There’s nothing I can do about this right now.just 

now especially spoken (=at the present time) There are a lot of bargains in the 

shops just now.THESAURUS: nowcurrently formalnow – used when describing  

what a situation is like:The firm currently employs 113 people. | Currently, the starting  

salary is around £20,000.at the momentnow – used when talking about a short  

period of time, after which the situation is likely to change:I think she’s at lunch at the 

moment – can I ask her to call you back? | At the moment I’m working in a restaurant,  

but I’m hoping to go to college.at present/at the present  

time formal also presently AmEnow – used when you do not expect something that is  
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true now to be permanent:Many areas are inaccessible at present due to heavy 

snow. | The official currency is the crown, presently about 30 to the dollar.for the 

time beingnow – used when a situation is likely to change, especially because an 

arrangement is only temporary:You can stay here for the time being, until you find a  

flat.  

noxious /ˈnɒkʃəs $ ˈnɑːk-/ adjective  THESAURUS > poisonous 

nuclear AC /ˈnjuːkliə $ ˈnuːkliər/ adjective  1. relating to or involving the nucleus 

of an atom, or the energy produced when a nucleus is splitNOUNSnuclear 
energy/power Some countries rely heavily on nuclear energy.a nuclear 
reactor/power station They are planning to build a nuclear reactor.nuclear 

waste Nuclear waste must be safely stored or disposed of.a nuclear 
accident/disaster Chernobyl was the site of the world’s worst nuclear accident in 
1986.a nuclear explosion This is where the first nuclear explosion took place.nuclear 

fuel Uranium is used to produce nuclear fuel.a nuclear physicist He was a nuclear 
physicist with the Naval Research Laboratory.a nuclear submarine (=one that uses 
nuclear energy) An accident in a nuclear submarine could cause widespread radioactive 

contamination.nuclear material The US advised the Russians on how to store nuclear 
material from old bombs and rockets.2. relating to or involving weapons that use 
nuclear energyNOUNSa nuclear weapon/device The country is believed to be 

developing nuclear weapons.a nuclear bomb/missile/warhead What if a nuclear 
bomb was dropped on the city?a nuclear deterrent (=a nuclear weapon intended to 
prevent others from attacking) I believe we should keep our nuclear deterrent.a 

nuclear power (=a country that has nuclear weapons) India and Pakistan are 
both nuclear powers.(a) nuclear war In the 1950s, fears of a nuclear war were 
growing.a nuclear attack Most of the population would not survive a nuclear attack.a 

nuclear test The country conducted its first nuclear test in 1974.nuclear 
disarmament (=getting rid of nuclear weapons) Progress has been made 
towards nuclear disarmament.a country’s nuclear programme BrE a country's 

nuclear program AmE (=a plan to develop nuclear weapons or nuclear energy) The 
British were also pushing ahead with their own nuclear programme.a country’s 
nuclear capability It is most unlikely that the country will give up its nuclear 

capability.a nuclear holocaust (=a nuclear war that destroys much of the Earth) The 
movie is set after a nuclear holocaust. 

nude /njuːd $ nuːd/ adjective  THESAURUS > naked (1) 

nuisance /ˈnjuːsəns $ ˈnuː-/ noun  a person, thing, or situation that annoys you 

or causes problemsADJECTIVESa real nuisance Traffic noise is a real nuisance here.a 
great/terrible/awful nuisance Slight deafness can be a great nuisance.such a 

nuisance I’m sorry to be such a nuisance.a minor nuisance The pain is now just 
a minor nuisance.VERBSbecome a nuisance The dog’s behaviour 
was becoming a nuisance.cause a nuisance Some of the boys were causing a 

nuisance during morning break.PREPOSITIONSa nuisance to sb She said she did not 
want to be a nuisance to her grown-up children.PHRASESWhat a nuisance! I’ve left 
my umbrella behind. What a nuisance!it’s a nuisance It’s a nuisance having to sweep 

up leaves all the time.make a nuisance of yourself (=annoy other people with your 
behaviour) He was very drunk and making a nuisance of himself. 
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number /ˈnʌmbə $ -bər/ noun  1. a word or sign representing an 

amountADJECTIVES/NOUNS + numbera phone/house/flight etc number Can I have 
your phone number?a lucky/unlucky number (=that you think gives you good or bad 
luck) Three is my lucky number.an even number (=2, 4, 6, 8 etc) All even numbers 

can be divided by 2.an odd number (=1, 3, 5, 7 etc) You can’t work in pairs if you’ve 
got an odd number of people.a whole number (=a number that is not a fraction) Give 
your answer to the nearest whole number.a round number (=ending in zero) A 

hundred is a nice round number.a prime number (=a number such as 13 that can be 
divided only by itself and 1) After 7, what is the next prime number?a three-/eight-
/thirteen- etc digit number What is the three-digit number on the back of your 

card?a positive number (=more than zero) Maths is easier if you are dealing with 
positive numbers.a negative/minus number (=less than zero) The answer is a 
negative number.a cardinal number (=a number such as 1, 2, or 3 that shows how 

many of something there are) Numbers go on to infinity, so there is no last cardinal 
number.an ordinal number (=a number such as 1st, 2nd, or 3rd that shows where 
something comes in a series or list) The children learn about position and ordinal 

numbers when they stand in a line.VERBSadd numbers together/add up 
numbers Add the two numbers together and divide by three. | We wrote all the 

numbers down then added them up.subtract one number from another Subtract 
this number from the total.multiply one number by another What happens if you 
multiply a positive number by a negative number?divide one number by 

another Divide the top number of the fraction by the bottom number.double a 
number Next, double the first number you thought of.2. an amount of 
somethingADJECTIVESa large/huge/considerable etc number We’ve had a huge 

number of complaints. | He received a substantial number of votes. | A considerable 
number of students left after the first year.Don’t say a big number of people/things.a 
high number (=a lot) There seems to be no reason for the high number of accidents.a 

good number (=quite a lot) He has written a good number of books for children.a 
small/tiny number The class had only a small number of students. | Only a tiny 
number of these animals remain in the wild.a low number (=not many) What is the 

reason for the low numbers of women involved in management?a limited 
number (=quite small) A limited number of copies were printed.a 
growing/increasing number An increasing number of women are entering the 

profession.the exact/precise number No one knows the exact number of deaths.the 
approximate number What’s the approximate number of people on the course?the 
total/overall number The overall number of divorces has gone up.the real/true 

number The real number of drug users is much higher than the official figure.VERBS 

+ numberincrease the number of sth The government plans to increase the number 
of police officers.reduce the number of sth We need to reduce the number of cars on 

the road.control/limit the number of sth They want to limit the number 
of foreigners entering the country.calculate a number The program can calculate the 
number of words that will fit the space available.count/measure a 

number We counted the number of children in the school hall.number + VERBSa 
number increases/goes up/grows/rises The number of mobile phones has 
increased dramatically.a number falls/drops/goes down/decreases/declines The 

number of new houses being built is falling steadily.a number doubles (=becomes 
twice as big) The number of road accidents has doubled in the last ten years.a number 
halves (=becomes twice as small) The number of children failing at school 
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has halved in recent years.PREPOSITIONSthe number of sth The number of cars on 

our roads is increasing.PHRASESa number of sth (=several) A number of different 
ideas were discussed.any number of sth (=a lot of something) There have been any 

number of magazine articles about the celebrity couple.in large/increasing/limited 
etc numbers Birds nest here in large numbers.sth are few/small/limited in 
number (=there are not many of something) Jobs were few in number.a 

drop/decline in numbers Whales have suffered a large decline in numbers.bring the 
number to 25/120 etc This will bring the number of jobs lost at the company to 
85.3. a telephone numberADJECTIVES/NOUNS + numberthe wrong number I think 

you’ve got the wrong number.a work/home number You can call me on my work 
number.a mobile number BrE a cell/cellphone number AmE She gave him her 
mobile number.a contact number (=that someone can call if they need to speak to 

you) They had no contact number for the child’s parents.a number is engaged BrE a 
number is busy AmE If the number is engaged, leave a message.VERBSdial a 
number Make sure you dial the number carefully.call/phone a number also ring a 

number BrE Every time he called Sue’s number, she didn’t answer.give sb a 
number She wouldn’t give me her number.exchange numbers We exchanged 
numbers at the end of the evening.PHRASESsb’s name and number Take her name 

and number and tell her I’ll call her back. 

nurse /nɜːs $ nɜːrs/ noun  someone whose job is to look after people who are ill 

or injured, usually in a hospitalADJECTIVES/NOUNS + nursea qualified/trained 

nurse The injection should be given by a qualified nurse.a student nurse (=someone 
who is learning to be a nurse) Two student nurses were lifting a patient out of bed.a 
male nurse She didn’t want to be cared for by a male nurse.a senior/junior 

nurse BrE A senior nurse will assess the condition of the patient.a psychiatric 
nurse She is a psychiatric nurse at a mental hospital.a veterinary nurse BrE (=one 
who looks after animals) She likes animals and she wants to become a veterinary 

nurse.a dental nurse (=one who helps a dentist) The dental nurse said the dentist was 
busy with another patient.VERBStrain as a nurse Lin came to Britain to train as a 
nurse.work as a nurse His wife worked as a nurse in the hospital. 

nut /nʌt/ noun  1. a dry brown fruit inside a hard shell that grows on a 

treeADJECTIVESchopped nuts Sprinkle the cake with chopped nuts.salted nuts He 
handed round salted nuts and crisps at the party.roasted nuts I like the taste 

of roasted nuts.mixed nuts I bought a bag of mixed nuts.VERBScrack/shell a 
nut (=break the shell so you can eat the part inside) He 
was cracking pistachio nuts and eating them.nut + NOUNSa nut tree The garden was 

full of nut trees.a nut allergy (=a condition in which nuts make you ill) He has to be 
careful what he eats because he has a nut allergy.2. a piece of metal which is screwed 
onto another piece of metal to fasten things togetherVERBSput on/screw on/do up a 

nut They’ve put the nut on too tight.undo/unscrew a nut Use a spanner 
to undo the nut.tighten/loosen a nut He tightened the 
loose nut. | Loosen the nut connecting the water pipe to the radiator.PHRASESnuts and 

bolts (=nuts and the pieces of metal they are fastened to) Check that all nuts and 

bolts are secure. This phrase is often used to refer to the basic parts or the practical  

details of something: He talked to us about the nuts and bolts of news reporting.  

nutritious /njuːˈtrɪʃəs $ nuː-/ adjective  THESAURUS > healthy (2) 
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Letter O 

oath /əʊθ $ oʊθ/ noun  a formal and very serious promiseADJECTIVESa solemn 

oath She swore a solemn oath never to tell anyone about their secret.the presidential 
oath (=sworn by a new president) He was the oldest person ever to take the 

presidential oath.a sacred oath (=one you swear by God) Stephen swore a sacred 
oath to recognize Matilda as Queen.VERBSswear/take an oath The witness has to 
swear an oath to tell the truth and nothing but the truth.break/violate an oath (=do 

something you promised not to do) I know he will never break his oath.keep your 
oath (=do what you promised to do) They doubted that the king 
would keep his oath.be bound by an oath (=have sworn an oath) These chiefs were 

bound by oaths of loyalty.PHRASESan oath of 
allegiance/loyalty/obedience (=saying that you will be loyal) All American citizens 
have to take an oath of allegiance.an oath of secrecy Anyone who joined the group 

had to swear an oath of secrecy.the oath of office (=the oath a government worker 
swears to do a job honestly and well) The new defense secretary took the oath of 
office at the White House yesterday. 

obedience /əˈbiːdiəns/ noun  when someone does what they are told to do, or 

what a law, rule etc says they must doADJECTIVESabsolute/complete/total 
obedience The king demanded absolute obedience.blind/passive 

obedience (=without thinking about why) I followed my father’s commands with blind 
obedience.unquestioning obedience (=without questioning whether someone or 
something is right) He is the type who expects unquestioning obedience from his 

employees.VERBSdemand/expect obedience Parents should 
not demand unquestioning obedience from their children.owe sb obedience (=have a 
duty to obey someone) The knights owed obedience to their king.swear 

obedience Monks swore obedience to the Pope.PREPOSITIONSobedience to 
sb/sth Life in a monastery demands obedience to God’s authority.obedience from 
sb She expected obedience from all the children. 

obese /əʊˈbiːs $ oʊ-/ adjective  THESAURUS > fat1 (1) 

obey /əʊˈbeɪ, ə- $ oʊ-, ə-/ verb [I,T]  to do what someone in authority tells you 

to do, or what a law or rule says you must doNOUNSobey a law/rule Most 

drivers obey the law.obey an order/command/instruction The first duty of a soldier 
is to obey orders.obey your father/mother/parents etc He was a good boy who 
always obeyed his parents.obey your master Slaves had to obey their masters at all 

times.VERBSmust/have to obey sb/sth She felt she had to obey her father, even 
though she thought he was wrong.refuse to obey Many people felt the law was unfair, 
and refused to obey it.fail to obey Employees failed to obey company 

regulations.ADVERBSobey instantly/immediately She said “sit!” and the dog obeyed 
instantly.blindly obey (=obey without thinking or asking any questions) He expected 
his followers to blindly obey him.PHRASESfailure to obey Failure to obey the court is a 

serious offence.obey sb/sth without question (=obey without asking why you 
should do this) The staff were afraid of her and obeyed her without 

question.THESAURUS: 
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obeyfollowrules | regulations | instructions | advice | suggestion | orders | di

rectionsto do what a rule says you should do, or do what someone advises or  

suggests:There are some simple rules which you should follow when handling electric  

equipment. | Companies are obliged by law to follow government regulations about  

access for disabled people. | I followed the instructions on the packet. | If  

you follow my advice, you shouldn’t have any problems. | She decided to follow her  

friend’s suggestion (=do what her friend suggested). | The soldiers claimed that they 

were only following orders. | We followed her directions to the house.abide 

by formalrule | law | decision | agreement | deal | commitment | ceasefireto  

accept and obey something:Players have to abide by the rules of the game. | Failure  

to abide by the law can result in a long prison sentence. | The company announced 

that it would abide by the court’s decision. | The state government will abide by 

its agreement to pay teachers’ salaries. | The US will abide by its commitment to  

withdraw its soldiers from the country (=do what it has officially promised).comply 

with formallaw | regulation | rule | order | requirement | standard | agreement

 | termsto do what someone or something says, or be according to a rule, law, or  

agreement:Companies have a duty to comply with employment laws. | The equipment  

does not comply with the new safety regulations. | Students are expected to comply  

with the school rules. | The union complied with the court order to end the strike. | The 

borrower agrees to comply with the requirements of the loan (=do what the loan 

agreement says you must do). | About half of the beaches fail to comply  

with European standards. | Austria accused Italy of failing to comply  

with the agreement. | The landlord must comply with the terms of the 

agreement.respect formallaw | rules | rights | principleto behave in a way that  

shows that you understand the importance of something, and not do anything that is  

against it:Both sides must respect international law and not attack civilians. | Drivers  

are expected to respect the rules about road safety. | Sweden has the reputation of  

being a democratic country that respects human rights. | The government  

should respect the principle of freedom of speech. You obey someone who has  

authority over you, for example a parent, army officer, or teacher. When talking  

about other people, you do what sb says: My husband never does what I say. You  

also do what instructions say you should do: I did what it said on the washing  

instructions. ANTONYMS → disobey 

object1 /ˈɒbdʒɪkt $ ˈɑːb-/ noun  1. a solid thingADJECTIVESa small/large 

object It can be used to store paperclips and other small objects.a 
metal/wooden/plastic object The scanner can detect metal objects in passengers’ 

bags.a heavy object He was struck on the head by a heavy object.a sharp/blunt 
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object Keep sharp objects away from small children.an everyday/household 

object Try to describe an everyday object such as a spoon.an inanimate object (=a 
thing that is not alive) It’s silly to be angry with an inanimate object like a computer.a 

solid/physical object The boat seemed to bump against a solid object. | These nouns 
all refer to physical objects in the real world.a three-dimensional 
object Drawing three-dimensional objects is quite difficult.a moving object Cats can 

spot moving objects better than still ones.a foreign object formal (=something in 
someone’s body or food that should not be there) The infection was caused by a foreign 
object in the eye.2. the purpose of a plan, action, or activityADJECTIVESthe 

main/primary object The main object of their expedition was to collect new 
plants.the sole object I came here with the sole object of seeing you.the real 
object What was the real object of his visit?the whole object (=the only 

purpose) The whole object was to keep the kids busy.PREPOSITIONSthe object of 
sth The object of the game is to capture your opponent’s pieces.PHRASESthe object of 
the exercise (=the purpose of what you are doing) The object of the exercise is to get 

people discussing the issue.defeat the object (=prevent you achieving your 
purpose) If you have to go and collect the things you order online, that defeats the 
object 

object2 /əbˈdʒekt/ verb  to say that you do not agree with 

somethingADVERBSstrongly/vigorously/strenuously object to sth The Russian 
government strongly objected to the plan.loudly object to sth also vociferously 

object to sth formal Conservative groups vociferously object to any change in the 
current tax system.PREPOSITIONSobject to sth No one objects to companies making a 
profit.PHRASESobject on the grounds that Local people objected to the scheme on 

the grounds that it would spoil the surrounding countryside.have the right to 
object/be entitled to object You have the right to object if you think you are being 
treated unfairly.sb can hardly object/there is no way sb can object (=someone 

cannot object) He can hardly object if other people use the same method as he used 
himself.I object (=used when you do not think someone should say something, 
especially in a court of law) “How many other people has he murdered?” “I object, Your 

Honour!” 

objection /əbˈdʒekʃən/ noun  a reason that you have for opposing or 

disapproving of something, or something you say that expresses thisVERBShave an 

objection Does anyone have any objections to the proposal?make/raise/voice an 
objection (=say that you have an objection) The Parish 
Council made several objections to the changes. | His father raised no objections when 

John told him that he wanted to become a dancer.lodge an objection (=formally 
make an objection) Residents have lodged an objection to the new 
development.withdraw an objection (=stop objecting to something) The 

FBI withdrew its objections to publishing the information.overrule an 
objection (=order that people should ignore someone’s objection) The prime 
minister overruled the objections of two ministers.meet sb’s objections (=change 

something so that someone will no longer object) He altered the plans to meet the 
objections of community leaders.ADJECTIVESa strong objection Parents at the school 
have voiced strong objections to the closure.a serious/major objection There 

were serious objections to using the videotaped evidence at the trial.the 
main/principal objection One of the main objections was that classes were being 
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taught by untrained staff.the fundamental objection The fundamental objection to 

this scheme is that there is no way of making sure that people obey it.a moral 
objection He had moral objections to killing animals for food.a religious 

objection Roman Catholics have religious objections to the use of contraceptives.(a) 
conscientious objection (=the fact of refusing to become a soldier because of your 
moral or religious beliefs) Conscientious objection to military service is seen by the 

United Nations as part of your right to freedom of thought.PREPOSITIONSan objection 
to sth We have strong objections to the use of drugs in sport.an objection from/by 
sb The nightclub was built despite objections from local residents. 

objective1 AC /əbˈdʒektɪv/ noun  something that you are trying hard to achieve, 

especially in business or politicsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + objectivethe 
main/principal/primary/prime objective This research project has three main 
objectives. | The primary objective of training is to improve performance.a key/major 

objective (=very important) Their economic strategy was based on a number of key 
objectives.an overriding objective (=more important than others) The overriding 
objective is to reduce our costs.an economic/military/business/political etc 

objective We have made good progress towards meeting our business objectives.a 
clear objective Managers must give their teams clear objectives to work towards.a 

specific objective Most classroom activities have a specific learning objective.the 
ultimate objective (=the main one which will happen after a long 
process) The ultimate objective of the treatment programme is a drug-free lifestyle.a 

long-term objective His long-term objective was to have enough money to retire at 
55.a common/shared objective (=one that people, countries etc share) They have 
one common objective – to bring an end to the fighting.the stated objective (=what 

someone says their objective is) The city’s stated objective was to improve housing in 
the area.VERBShave an objective The degree program has two main objectives.set 
an objective (=decide what you are trying to achieve) Students should be encouraged 

to set their own objectives.achieve/accomplish an objective also attain an 
objective formal The plan will help us achieve our objective of reducing paper 
waste.reach/meet an objective (=achieve it) We need to control spending in order 

to meet our financial objectives.pursue an objective (=try to achieve something) War 
has always been a means of pursuing national objectives.PREPOSITIONSan objective 
of sth The objective of the research is to find out how cancer cells 

develop.PHRASESaims and objectives (=all the things someone wants to achieve) The 

department should clearly state its aims and objectives.THESAURUS: 

objective→ purpose 

objective2 AC /əbˈdʒektɪv/ adjective  based on facts rather than on your feelings 

or beliefsADVERBScompletely/totally objective It is not possible for anyone to 

be completely objective.purely objective There is no purely objective way of assessing 
each claim.NOUNSan objective assessment/evaluation/analysis You should have 
carried out an objective assessment of the risk. | Science involves an objective 

analysis of facts.an objective criterion/standard/measure A decision is made on 
the basis of objective criteria such as the patient’s age.an objective description The 
report contained an objective description of the child’s behaviour.an objective 

view Because I am not involved, I can offer an objective view.an objective 
observer Most objective observers think either candidate could win the election.an 
objective fact It is an objective fact that he is a good player – he has won 10 
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tournaments.objective information There is a lack of objective information on how 

successful this method is.objective evidence Claims for these health products are not 
supported by objective evidence.an objective test They applied an objective test to 
see if he was fit to work.ANTONYMS → subjective 

obligation /ˌɒbləˈɡeɪʃən, ˌɒblɪˈɡeɪʃən $ ˌɑːb-/ noun  a moral or legal duty to do 

somethingVERBShave an obligation Citizens have an obligation to obey the law.feel 

an obligation When his mother died, he felt an obligation to continue her work.owe 
an obligation to sb formal He owed an obligation of loyalty to his 
king.meet/fulfil/honour an obligation (=do something that you have a duty to 

do) The government failed to honour its obligations under the terms of the 
agreement.carry out an obligation States will be punished if they do not carry 
out their obligations.impose an obligation on sb formal (=make someone have to do 

something) A contract imposes certain obligations on employees and 
employers.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + obligationa legal/statutory obligation (=something 
that the law says must be done) The local authority has a statutory obligation to 

provide education for children.a moral obligation We have a moral obligation to take 
care of our environment.a financial obligation The company has been unable to meet 
its financial obligations.a contractual/treaty obligation (=something that a contract 

or treaty says you must do) He is looking for a way to get out of his contractual 
obligations.a professional obligation There is a professional obligation to notify 
clients of any major changes.a religious obligation Attendance at church was 

a religious obligation.a social obligation Companies need to be aware of their social 
obligation.family obligations Will employers be unwilling to hire people with family 
obligations?PREPOSITIONSan obligation to/towards sb (=an obligation to do 

something for someone) A university has an obligation to its students.an obligation 
on sb (=a obligation that someone has) There is no obligation on the company to pay 
any compensation.be under an obligation to do sth (=have an obligation to do 

something) The landlord is under an obligation to repair the house.be under no 
obligation to do sth (=not have an obligation to do something) An accused person is 
under no obligation to say anything.PHRASESa sense of obligation They send back 

money because of their strong sense of obligation to their family. 

obligatory /əˈblɪgətəri $ -tɔːri/ adjective  THESAURUS > compulsory 

oblivion /əˈblɪviən/ noun  the state of being completely forgotten by 

peoplePHRASESfade/sink/slip into oblivion (=gradually become completely 
forgotten) Many political figures just fade into oblivion. | It was once a popular game, 
but it has since sunk into oblivion.consign sth/sb to oblivion formal (=make 

something or someone be completely forgotten) The achievements of these years 
should not be consigned to oblivion.save/rescue sb/sth from oblivion The charity 
has saved many fine old buildings from oblivion.ADJECTIVESpolitical oblivion The 

party attracted little support and collapsed into political oblivion. 

obscure /əbˈskjʊə $ -ˈskjʊr/ adjective  THESAURUS > famous 

obscurity /əbˈskjʊərəti, əbˈskjʊərɪti $ -ˈskjʊr-/ noun  the state of not being 

known or rememberedPHRASESfade/sink/slip into obscurity (=gradually be 

forgotten) The band faded into obscurity at the end of the 1980s.languish in 
obscurity (=fail to become well-known) The book would have languished in obscurity if 
it had not been made into a film.rise/emerge from obscurity (=become well-
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known) Harris received coaching and rose from obscurity to stardom.be plucked from 

obscurity (=be made well-known) The actress was plucked from obscurity to star in 
the film.die in obscurity The great painter died in obscurity and his work was only 

recognized after his death.rescue sb/sth from obscurity He was rescued from 
obscurity by a brilliant biography published in 1985.work/toil/labour in 
obscurity After years of working in obscurity, he can now see his paintings hanging in 

museums.be relegated/consigned to obscurity (=be forgotten after being well-
known) This once-famous work has been relegated to 
obscurity.ADJECTIVESrelative/comparative obscurity He brought the team 

from relative obscurity to fame.total obscurity The competition has helped some 
aspiring writers to emerge from total obscurity.professional/political obscurity After 
his defeat, he sank into political obscurity. 

observation /ˌɒbzəˈveɪʃən $ ˌɑːbzər-/ noun  the process of watching something 

or someone carefully for a period of timeADJECTIVESclose/careful/detailed 
observation A lot of useful knowledge is gained by careful observation of the world 
around you.casual observation (=not very careful or organized) Even casual 

observation suggests that not all men behave like this.direct/personal/first-hand 
observation Piaget developed his theories based on direct observation of children. | I 

knew cigarettes were addictive from personal observation.scientific 
observation Scientific observation led to the discovery of vaccines.VERBScarry out 
observation(s) The Pentagon was carrying out electronic observations of the Soviet 

Union.observation + NOUNSan observation post/point (=a place from where you can 
watch something, especially below you) The top of the mountain was a natural location 
for an observation post.an observation deck/platform/tower (=a structure that is 

built in order to observe something) The army built an observation tower on the top of 
the building.PREPOSITIONSfrom observation We know from observation that this 
teaching method is effective.PHRASESbe under observation (=be in the process of 

being watched) The police said that the house had been under observation.keep sb 
under observation The doctor ordered that the patient be kept under 
observation.sb’s powers of observation (=someone’s ability to notice things) In the 

past, people used their own powers of observation to forecast the weather. 

obsession /əbˈseʃən/ noun  an extreme unhealthy interest in something or 

worry about somethingADJECTIVESan unhealthy obsession Our society seems to 

have an unhealthy obsession with food.a dangerous obsession Mark had a dangerous 
obsession with fast cars.a national obsession (=an obsession that the whole country 
has) In Britain, the weather is a national obsession.a strange/weird obsession Why 

do you have this strange obsession with trains?a sexual obsession Sexual 
obsessions can take many forms.VERBShave an obsession The poet seems to have an 
obsession with death.become an obsession For Rosie, losing weight had become an 

obsession.border on/upon obsession (=be almost as extreme as an 
obsession) Sometimes his tidiness bordered on obsession.PREPOSITIONSan obsession 
with sth His obsession with mountain climbing caused the break-up of his 

marriage.PHRASESbe something of an obsession (=be almost as strong as an 
obsession) The case became something of an obsession with him.to the point of 
obsession (=so much that it is an obsession) She was protective of her children, to the 

point of obsession.be in the grip of an obsession Ever since he met that woman, he 
has been in the grip of an obsession. 
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obsolete /ˈɒbsəliːt $ ˌɑːbsəˈliːt/ adjective  THESAURUS > old-fashioned 

obstacle /ˈɒbstəkəl $ ˈɑːb-/ noun  something that makes it difficult to achieve 

somethingADJECTIVESa major/serious/big obstacle Debt is a major obstacle to 
economic growth. | There are serious obstacles to obtaining sufficient funding.a real 

obstacle She has overcome some very real obstacles.the main/biggest/greatest 
etc obstacle The biggest obstacle to change is people’s attitudes.a formidable 
obstacle (=a very big one) There are formidable obstacles to legal reform.an 

insuperable/insurmountable obstacle formal (=one that cannot be successfully 
dealt with) We were faced with an apparently insuperable obstacle.a 
legal/political/technical etc obstacle Despite technical obstacles, scientists at NASA 

are considering the project.VERBSface an obstacle The investigation 
has faced numerous obstacles.encounter an obstacle (=have to deal with an 
obstacle) People should not encounter obstacles because of their age, sex, race, or 

religion.overcome an obstacle also surmount an obstacle formal (=deal with it 
successfully) We need to help young people overcome the obstacles that poverty puts 
in their way.remove an obstacle Opening the border removed all obstacles to travel 

between the two countries.create an obstacle These regulations must 
not create unnecessary obstacles to international trade.present/pose an 
obstacle (=be or cause an obstacle) Serious differences continue to present 

obstacles to an agreement. | Our reliance on fossil fuels poses an obstacle to achieving 
these targets.prove an obstacle (=be an obstacle) The cost of taking legal action 
may prove an obstacle.constitute/represent an obstacle formal (=be an 

obstacle) Her low social position constituted an obstacle to the acceptance of her 
work.PREPOSITIONSan obstacle to sth A lack of resources is the main obstacle 
to progress.PHRASESan obstacle in the way/path There were still a number 

of obstacles in the way of an agreement.put/place obstacles in the way (=try to 
stop someone from doing something easily) Her father put several obstacles in the 
way of their marriage. 

obstruction /əbˈstrʌkʃən/ noun  the blocking of a road, tube etc, or the thing 

that blocks itVERBScause an obstruction The illegally parked car 
was causing an obstruction.remove/clear an obstruction She had an operation 

to remove an obstruction from her throat.PREPOSITIONSan obstruction in sth He has 
an obstruction in his small intestine.an obstruction to sth Clear the pipe so there is 
no obstruction to the free flow of water. 

obtain /əbˈteɪn/ verb formal  to get somethingNOUNSobtain 

information/data More information can be obtained from our website.obtain sb’s 
name/address/details etc The company said they had 

obtained my name and address from an agency.obtain a 
result Similar results were obtained in an earlier study.obtain a 
sample/specimen Police were able to obtain DNA samples from the crime 

scene.obtain a document/permit/ticket etc The men were unable 
to obtain work permits.obtain a copy of sth You can obtain a copy of the leaflet from 
the following address.obtain a degree/award She obtained a first class 

honours degree in French.obtain money/a loan/ a grant In order to obtain a loan, 
you need to be able to show that you can pay it back.obtain 
permission/approval/consent She obtained permission to visit her family in the 

United States.obtain knowledge Henry obtained all his knowledge from reading 
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books.ADVERBSobtain sth illegally/legally The guns were obtained illegally.sb 

recently obtained sth She recently obtained a PhD in chemistry.PREPOSITIONSobtain 
sth from sb/sth You can obtain a list of recommended accommodation from the 

tourist information office.PHRASESsth can easily be obtained The data can easily be 
obtained from the internet.sth is difficult/hard to obtain Nuclear material is hard to 
obtain.sth may be obtained (=you can get something) Further details may be 

obtained by telephoning this number.THESAURUS: obtain→ get (1)  

obvious AC /ˈɒbviəs $ ˈɑːb-/ adjective  easy to notice or 

understandADVERBSperfectly obvious (=very obvious) It was perfectly obvious what 

he was thinking.patently/blatantly obvious (=very obvious – used when something 
seems very bad or shocking) It is patently obvious that this method is no longer 
effective.glaringly/blindingly obvious (=extremely obvious) The book’s faults 

are glaringly obvious.painfully obvious (=very obvious, and embarrassing or 
upsetting) It became painfully obvious that she and Edward had nothing in 
common.immediately obvious The cause of the pain was not immediately 

obvious.increasingly obvious The effects of global warming are becoming increasingly 
obvious.far from obvious (=not at all obvious) The benefits of the change are far from 
obvious.NOUNSan obvious reason For obvious reasons, I did not give my real 

name.an obvious example Many children’s books have been turned into successful 
films – ‘Harry Potter’ is an obvious example.an obvious question The obvious 
question is why did she do it?an obvious fact They ignored the obvious fact that they 

didn’t have enough money.the obvious conclusion The conclusion is obvious: he 
never intended to resign.the obvious answer/solution There is no obvious answer to 
their problem.the obvious way The obvious way to resolve the dispute was to call a 

special meeting.the obvious thing (to do) (=what clearly seems the best thing to 
do) The obvious thing to do is to ask the boss what she wants.the obvious 
choice (=what clearly seems the best thing to choose) Ruth was the obvious choice for 

this job.an obvious sign There were no obvious signs that the fire was started 
deliberately.an obvious advantage/benefit This system had obvious advantages for 

the government.an obvious difference/similarity There are obvious 
differences between the two women in the play.VERBSbecome obvious It soon 
became obvious that the plan wasn’t going to work.look/seem/sound/appear 

obvious The solution seems obvious to us now. | This may sound obvious, but don’t 
forget to put your name on your paper.state the obvious (=say something that is 
obvious) At the risk of stating the obvious, maybe making them angry is not a good 

idea.PREPOSITIONSobvious to sb It was obvious to me that he wasn’t 

well.THESAURUS: obviousclearsign | evidence | indicationeasy to notice that  

something is true, so that you feel sure about it and have no doubts:There are clear  

signs of an economic recovery. | There is no clear evidence that the treatment  

works. | It was clear to me that my father was  

dying.noticeabledifference | change | increase | decrease | improvement | dete

rioration | effect | featurevery easy to notice, especially because you can see, hear,  

smell, or feel something:The researchers found no noticeable difference in achievement  

between children with a male or a female teacher. | Steroid drugs cause a noticeable  

change in someone’s behaviour. | Compulsory seat belts had a noticeable effect on  



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1485] 

road accident statistics in Britain. | Road noise tends to be more noticeable in certain  

weather conditions.conspicuousplace | absence | lack | feature | examplevery  

easy to notice, because of being different from things around them:Don’t leave your  

valuables in a conspicuous place. | There was a conspicuous absence of any 

evidence. | The most conspicuous feature of the area is the absence of large 

rivers. | There have been some conspicuous examples of this type of problem in recent  

years. | She tried to make 

herself look less conspicuous.unmistakablesound | smell | scent | signs | sympto

msextremely obvious, so that you cannot possibly confuse something with something  

else:They could hear the unmistakable sound of gunfire. | The flower’s scent is truly  

unmistakable. | The unmistakable signs of defeat were in his eyes.self-

evident formalfact | truththings that are self-evident are obvious and true, although 

some people may not accept them or know about them:The facts in this case are self-

evident and cannot be denied. | We hold these truths to be self-evident (=we believe 

that they are obvious and true – from the American Declaration of  

Independence).blatantattempt | lie | discrimination | racism | hypocrisy | disreg

ard | violationuse this about something that someone does which is clearly bad, but  

which they do not seem to be ashamed of:The bill is a blatant attempt to limit our right  

to free speech. | What he said was a blatant lie. | The way in which land is taken from 

whites and given to others is blatant discrimination. | In 2004, the minister was  

accused of ‘blatant racism’. | The invasion was a blatant violation of international  

law. Another way to say thisWhen saying that something is easy to notice, you  

often say that you can tell...: Even though it was dark, she could tell that it was  

him. How can you tell if you’ve broken your arm?  

occasion /əˈkeɪʒən/ noun  1. a time when something 

happensADJECTIVESseveral occasions He has helped me on several occasions.many 

occasions I have seen him drunk on many occasions.numerous occasions She has 
been late on numerous occasions.a rare occasion (=used when something does not 
happen often) Only on rare occasions did she ever receive a letter.a particular 

occasion On that particular occasion, he greeted me by kissing my hand.a previous 
occasion He insisted then, as on every previous occasion, that he was innocent.a 
separate occasion I had heard this story on at least four separate occasions.a 

different occasion The same person can react differently on different occasions.such 
occasions (=an occasion like the one mentioned or described) He had a box of toys by 
his desk for such occasions.VERBSrecall/remember an 

occasion Meyer recalls one occasion when the snow was so bad that he couldn’t get 
home.PREPOSITIONSon this/that/one etc occasion She usually dressed in black, 
but on this occasion she was wearing a red dress.on 

occasion/occasions (=sometimes but not often) On occasions his anger has got him 
into trouble.PHRASESa number of occasions The crowd interrupted her speech on a 

number of occasions.more than one occasion (=more than once) She stayed out all 
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night on more than one occasion.at least one occasion (=once, and probably more 

than once) On at least one occasion he was arrested for robbery.on the odd 
occasion (=used when something does not happen often) Being unable to sleep 

doesn’t matter on the odd occasion, but it is a problem if it happens regularly.2. an 
important social event or ceremonyADJECTIVESa special occasion I’m saving this 
bottle of champagne for a special occasion.a big/great/splendid occasion The big 

occasion for country people was the Agricultural Fair.a formal occasion He wore the 
suit on formal occasions.a social occasion I prefer not to discuss business at social 
occasions.ceremonial occasions (=very formal official occasions) The gowns are worn 

only on ceremonial occasions.a happy/joyful occasion The wedding had been a joyful 
occasion.a sad/solemn occasion He did not want his funeral to be a sad and 
solemn occasion, but a celebration of his life.a historic occasion (=important as part 

of history) This is truly a historic occasion.a momentous occasion (=an important one 
that will have an influence on the future) We all recognized that this was a momentous 
occasion.a festive occasion (=when you celebrate something) The Great Hall had 

been prepared for the festive occasion.NOUNS + occasiona family occasion For many 
people, Christmas remains a family occasion.a state occasion The Queen has to 
attend several state occasions.a sporting occasion The boat race is a great 

British sporting occasion.VERBScelebrate an occasion To celebrate the occasion, a 
small party was held at his home.mark an occasion (=do something special to 
celebrate an event) The bells were rung to mark the occasion.suit the occasion The 

table was decorated to suit the occasion.PREPOSITIONSan occasion of sth The 
wedding will be an occasion of joyful celebration.PHRASESa sense of occasion (=a 
feeling that an event is very special or important) The music gave the event a 

real sense of occasion.enter into the spirit of the occasion (=join in a social 
occasion in an eager way) People entered into the spirit of the occasion by enjoying a 
picnic before the outdoor concert. 

occupation AC /ˌɒkjəˈpeɪʃən, ˌɒkjʊˈpeɪʃən $ ˌɑːk-/ noun formal  1. a type of 

jobADJECTIVESa dangerous/hazardous occupation Mining remains a hazardous 
occupation.manual/blue-collar occupations (=jobs in which you work using your 

hands) People from manual occupations have seen their wages fall in recent 
years.professional/white-collar occupations (=jobs for which you need a lot of 
education) Most people in professional occupations have been to 

university.skilled/unskilled occupations Making jewellery is a highly skilled 
occupation which requires years of training. | Workers in unskilled occupations are 
finding fewer job opportunities.a male/female occupation Agricultural work was 

considered to be a male occupation.a sedentary occupation (=in which you have to 
sit down) Sedentary occupations can be bad for your health.a working-class/middle-
class occupation Being a teacher is a middle-class occupation.managerial 

occupations Women in managerial occupations tend to have children later.VERBShave 
an occupation The people in the region have a variety of occupations.choose an 
occupation Young people need help with choosing a suitable occupation.give your 

occupation (=say what your job is) The form asks you to give your occupation.take 
up an occupation also enter an occupation formal (=start doing a type of job) Many 
of his former colleagues have taken up another occupation. | Our recent graduates 

have entered a wide range of occupations.follow an occupation formal (=do a type of 
job) The third son followed the same occupation as his brothers.2. a way of spending 
your timeADJECTIVESsb’s favourite occupation BrE sb’s favorite 
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occupation AmE Walking in the countryside near his home is one of his favourite 

occupations.a rewarding occupation (=one that you enjoy, especially because you 
feel you are doing something useful) I don’t find housework a very rewarding 

occupation.3. a situation in which a place is controlled by another country’s 
armyADJECTIVESmilitary occupation The people want an end to US military 
occupation of their country.illegal occupation The illegal occupation of the region 

caused a lot of bad feeling against the soldiers.PREPOSITIONSbe under US/German 
etc occupation The island was under German occupation during the war. 

occur /əˈkɜː $ əˈkɜːr/ verb  THESAURUS > happen 

occurrence noun  something that happensADJECTIVESa 

common/frequent/everyday occurrence Forest fires are a common 
occurrence between November and February.a regular/daily occurrence Kidnappings 

are a daily occurrence here.a rare/isolated occurrence Thirty years ago, divorce was 
a fairly rare occurrence.a strange/odd/unusual/unexpected occurrence What 
could be the reason for this strange occurrence?a freak occurrence (=extremely 

unusual) You can’t spend your life worrying about a freak occurrence.a 
natural/normal occurrence The bird’s loss of feathers is a natural occurrence.an 
unfortunate occurrence The sport has been damaged by a number of unfortunate 

occurrences. 

ocean /ˈəʊʃən $ ˈoʊ-/ noun  the great mass of salt water that covers most of the 

Earth’s surfaceADJECTIVESthe deep ocean Many strange creatures live in the deep 

ocean.the open ocean (=the part of the ocean that is away from land) These sharks 
always stay out in the open ocean.a vast ocean There is a vast ocean between the two 
countries.the blue ocean She gazed out at the blue ocean.VERBScross the 

ocean Could early settlers have crossed the ocean in boats like these?ocean + 

NOUNSthe ocean floor The bodies of these creatures fall to the ocean floor when they 
die.ocean currents The spilt oil was carried away by ocean currents.an ocean 

voyage I was afraid I would get bored on a long ocean voyage.an ocean wave They 
fell asleep to the sound of ocean waves.an ocean liner The family sailed to America on 
an ocean liner.an ocean view We wanted a room with an ocean view.ocean 

water Ocean water contains salt.PREPOSITIONSin the ocean I love swimming in the 
ocean.by the ocean I spent many afternoons sitting by the ocean.on the 
ocean (=next to the ocean or sailing on it) The house was right on the ocean. | After 

six days on the ocean, we landed at Bremerhaven (= sailing on it).across the 
ocean They sailed across the ocean.PHRASESin the middle of the ocean (=in the 
part that is far from land) We were in the middle of the ocean with no hope of being 

rescued.at/on the bottom of the ocean The ship is now at the bottom of the 
ocean.the depths of the ocean also the ocean depths They will explore the depths 
of the ocean. | Life in the ocean depths poses many special problems.the surface of 

the ocean The birds fly only inches above the surface of the ocean.the waters of the 

ocean The dark waters of the ocean glittered in the moonlight. Ocean is used  

especially in American English. In British English, people usually say sea, except  

when they are talking about particular areas of water such as the Atlantic  

Ocean or the Pacific Ocean.  
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odds AC /ɒdz $ ɑːdz/ noun  1. how likely it is that something will or will not 

happenADJECTIVESthe odds are good (=something is likely) It’s not certain that she’ll 
recover, but the odds are good.the odds are high (=something is very likely) The 
odds are extremely high they will commit the same crimes again.the odds are 

low (=something is unlikely) The odds are low that they would win a 
lawsuit.VERBSimprove/shorten the odds (=make something more likely) Medical 
science has dramatically improved the odds of survival for these babies.lengthen the 

odds (=make something less likely) This old-fashioned approach lengthens the odds on 
learning taking place.PREPOSITIONSthe odds of/on (doing) sth What are the odds 
of the money being repaid?the odds against (doing) sth The odds against a 

successful escape are 100 to one.PHRASESthe odds are (=it is likely) The odds are he 
won’t recognize you.the odds are against sb/sth (=it is unlikely that someone will be 
successful, or that something will happen) He might win, but the odds are 

against him. Odds comes from betting, especially on horses. Long odds, for example  

50-1 or 100-1, mean that a horse is considered unlikely to win, so that you could get  

a lot of money if it wins. Short odds, for example 3-1 or 2-1, mean that a horse is  

considered likely to win, so you will not get a lot of money if it wins. 2. difficulties 

which make a good result seem very unlikelyADJECTIVESgreat/considerable 
odds The book is about the struggle of brave men against great 

odds.enormous/incredible odds He survived a night in the cold water 
against incredible odds.impossible/overwhelming/insuperable odds (=making 
success seem extremely unlikely) They face impossible odds simply trying to get an 

education. | They face overwhelming odds in their struggle to preserve the 
park.VERBSbeat/overcome/defy the odds (=succeed despite great difficulties) The 
baby, born sixteen weeks too early, defied the odds and is celebrating her first 

birthday.battle/struggle against the odds (=work hard despite great 
difficulties) The Coastguard was battling against the odds to keep the oil spill from 
reaching the shore.face great/impossible etc odds He suddenly felt he was facing 

impossible odds.PHRASESagainst all odds (=despite something seeming very 
unlikely) Against all odds, he recovered from his illness.the odds are stacked against 
sb (=there are a lot of difficulties that may prevent someone’s success) They may be 

able to build a life for themselves, but the odds are stacked against them. 

odour BrE odor AmE /ˈəʊdə $ ˈoʊdər/ noun  a smell, usually an unpleasant 

oneADJECTIVESa strong/pungent odour There was a strong odour of disinfectant in 

the room.a faint odour The faint odor of cooked meat hung in the air.an 
unpleasant/bad odour The local residents complained about an unpleasant 
odour coming from the factory.a foul odour also an offensive odour formal (=a very 

unpleasant smell) The foul odour made her feel sick. | Don’t eat food that is mouldy or 
has an offensive odour.a stale/lingering odour (=an old smell) There was a lingering 
odour of tobacco and dogs.a musty odour (=a smell in which the air is not fresh, and 

is often a little damp – used about old rooms, books etc) The apartment had been 
empty for months and had a musty odor.a familiar odour She breathed in his familiar 
odour of beer and cigarettes.a strange odour When she arrived in the country, she 

was struck by the intense heat and strange odors.a distinctive odour (=one that is 
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easy to recognize) The gas has a distinctive odour.VERBShave a strong/unpleasant 

etc odour The room had a strong odor.give off/produce a strong/unpleasant etc 
odour This fungus gives off an unpleasant odour.cause an odour What could 

be causing the odour?smell an odour also detect an odour formal The 
pilot smelled an odd odor in the plane. | We detected a faint odour of 
gas.remove/eliminate an odour How can I remove odors from my refrigerator?an 

odour comes from sth also an odour emanates from sth formal There was a 
bad odour coming from the river.NOUNS + odourbody odour (=a bad smell coming 
from someone’s body) The person sitting next to me had terrible body odor.cooking 

odours She opened the window to get rid of the cooking odors.PREPOSITIONSthe 

odour of sth I could smell the odour of rotting vegetables.THESAURUS: 

odour→ smell1 Odour is more formal than smell.  

offence BrE offense AmE /əˈfens/ noun  an illegal action or a 

crimeVERBScommit an offence (=do something that is against the law) If you lie to 

the court, you are committing a serious offence.charge sb with an offence In that 
year, 367 people were charged with terrorist offences.convict sb of an offence (=say 
officially that they are guilty) The number of women convicted of serious offences is 

fairly small.admit an offence When questioned by police, he admitted the 
offense.make sth an offence also make it an offence to do sth The Act made it an 
offence to sell cigarettes to children under 16.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + offencea criminal 

offence It is a criminal offence to sell alcohol to someone under the age of 18.a 
serious offence The prisoners have committed serious offenses such as murder or 
robbery.a minor/trivial offence The police stopped him for a minor offence.a first 

offence Because it was a first offence, she was not sent to prison.a lesser 
offence (=one that is not as serious as another offence) The jury will have to decide 
whether he is guilty of murder or the lesser offence of manslaughter.a 

driving/parking/traffic offence Speeding is the most common traffic 
offence.drug/weapons/sex offences He is serving 20 years for drug offenses.a 
capital offence (=one for which death is the punishment) Drug smuggling was made a 

capital offense in 1987.a punishable offence also an offence punishable by/with 
sth (=one that you can be punished for) Possession of the drug is an offence 
punishable by up to one year’s imprisonment. | Lying in court is a punishable offense.a 

federal offense AmE (=a very serious offence against the law of the US, rather than 
against a state’s law) The turtles are rare, and it is a federal offense to take them to 
another state.an arrestable/indictable offence (=one that you can be arrested for 

or must go to court for) Indictable offences are tried by a jury in a Crown 
Court.PREPOSITIONSan offence against sb There is a high risk that he will commit 
further offenses against women.PHRASESit is an offence to do sth It is an offence 

to carry a weapon in a public place. 

offend /əˈfend/ verb  to make someone angry or upset by doing or saying 

something that they think is rudeADVERBSdeeply/greatly offend sb He deeply 

offended his aunt by not inviting her to his wedding.mortally offend sb (=offend 
someone very greatly) If we don’t eat all this food she’s made, she will be mortally 
offended.personally offend sb I was personally offended by his remarks about 

women.be easily offended Don’t go and see this comedian if you are easily 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1490] 

offended.PHRASESfor fear of offending sb (=because you do not want to offend 

someone) They decided not to broadcast the programme, for fear of offending viewers. 

offender /əˈfendə $ -ər/ noun  someone who breaks the lawADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ offendera violent offender (=who has committed a violent crime) The public must 

be protected from violent offenders.a sex offender (=who has committed a sexual 
crime such as rape) People want to know if a sex offender is living in their 
neighbourhood.a young offender also a juvenile offender formal It is a bad idea to 

put young offenders in the same prison as older criminals.a first offender (=one who 
has not broken the law before) Because he was a first offender, he was given a small 
fine.a persistent/repeat offender (=who keeps breaking the law) Persistent 

offenders will lose their driving licences.a convicted offender A number of convicted 
offenders were released from prison early.a serious offender These men are serious 
offenders and should be in jail.a petty offender (=who has committed an offence that 

is not serious) I think fewer petty offenders should be jailed.VERBScatch an 
offender The police are determined to catch the offender.deal with an offender What 
is the best way to deal with young offenders?punish an offender The offender should 

be punished.sentence an offender Nearly half of women offenders were sentenced to 
three months or less in prison. 

offer1 /ˈɒfə $ ˈɒːfər, ˈɑː-/ verb  to ask someone if they would like something, or to 

provide somethingNOUNSoffer money/£1,000/a reward etc A 
newspaper offered him money for his story.offer help/assistance/support 
etc She offered practical help when I was ill.offer advice He offered some advice on 

how to handle teenage children.offer sb a job/post/position They had offered him 
the position of editor.offer sb a place I was offered a place at Liverpool 
University.offer a service There are many companies offering financial services on the 

internet.offer a course His local university did not offer a course in architecture.offer 
sb an opportunity/chance We are offering people the opportunity to express their 
views.offer sb a choice Voters will be offered a choice between tax cuts and increased 

government spending.offer an explanation She offered no explanation for her 
behaviour.ADVERBSkindly/generously offer sth They kindly offered to show me 
around their city.PREPOSITIONSoffer sth to sb They offered the job to someone else. 

offer2 /ˈɒfə $ ˈɒːfər, ˈɑː-/ noun  a statement in which you say you will do or give 

something if someone wants you toVERBSaccept an offer (=say yes to it) I can’t sell 
you the car because I’ve accepted another offer.take sb up on their offer also take 

up an offer BrE (=accept someone’s offer) I might take him up on his offer to 
babysit.turn down/refuse/reject an offer (=say no to it) She turned down the 
job offer because she didn’t want to move to London.decline an offer formal (=refuse 

it) She declined the offer of a lift.make (sb) an offer (=offer something, especially 
money) A Swedish firm has made an offer for the company.put in an offer (=offer 
money for something) We have put in an offer for the house.get/receive/have an 

offer He received the offer of a place at York University.withdraw an offer They said I 
could stay with them, then suddenly withdrew their offer.consider an offer He was 
given a week to consider the offer.ADJECTIVESa kind/generous offer He made 

a generous offer to let them use his house. | We are grateful for your kind offer.a good 
offer £100 for the bike is a good offer – you should accept it.sb’s best offer (=the 
most that someone will offer to pay for something) Is that your best offer? I was hoping 

for more money.an attractive/tempting offer Another football club has made the 
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player a tempting offer.a formal/written offer They have not yet received a formal 

offer of funding.a firm offer (=a definite offer) We hope to get a firm offer from them 
this week.a conditional/unconditional offer (=one with or without conditions, for 

example grades that you must achieve first) She has a conditional offer of a place at 
Leeds University.NOUNS + offera job offer He has had several interviews but no job 
offers.PREPOSITIONSan offer of sth Any offers of help would be appreciated.an offer 

from sb She wanted him to accept a job offer from a bank.PHRASESI appreciate your 
offer, but... (=I am grateful for it – used especially when politely refusing) I appreciate 
your offer, but I don’t need any help.be open to offers (=be ready to consider offers, 

especially of money for something) The owners of the building are open to offers.an 
offer is on the table (=it has been made) There is one offer on the table, but other 
companies are also interested 

office /ˈɒfəs, ˈɒfɪs $ ˈɒː-, ˈɑː-/ noun  1. a building or room that belongs to a 

company or an organization, where people work at desksADJECTIVESthe head/main 
office The firm moved its head office to Bristol.a local/regional/branch office They 
plan to open a branch office in Mountain View this summer.an overseas office (=in a 

foreign country) The bank has overseas offices in ten countries.a busy office She 
works all day in a busy office.an open-plan office (=one without walls dividing it into 

separate rooms) It can be hard to concentrate in an open-plan office.the back 
office (=the department of a bank or other financial institution that manages things 
but does not deal with customers) Companies are trying to cut back on their back office 

operations.office + NOUNSan office job/office work He got an office job with a 
property company. | I can do general office work.an office worker/office staff The 
park was full of office workers eating their lunch. | The office staff usually go home at 

five.an office building also an office block BrE The development will include a 20-
storey office building.office space They rent 1,000 square feet of office space in the 
city.office hours (=the period in a day when offices are open) Call this number 

during office hours.office politics (=activities related to gaining personal advantage in 
an office) You can escape office politics by working for yourself.office equipment The 
shop sells office equipment.office supplies (=paper, envelopes, pens etc)office 

skills You should have basic office skills.VERBShave an office 
somewhere We have an office in San Francisco.open/close an office The company 
has recently opened an office in Prague. | It will be closing its London office.run an 

office Who’s going to run the office when you’re not there?PREPOSITIONSin an 
office Have you worked in an office before?at the office They need to relax after a 
hard day at the office.to the office I have to get back to the office.2. an important job 

or position with power, especially in governmentVERBSstand/run for office (=try to 
be elected) His friends persuaded him to run for office.seek office He has never 
before sought public office.come to/take office Mrs Thatcher came to office in 

1979. | The new president will take office next month.be elected to office More 
women are being elected to office.be in/hold office He held office for 11 years. | The 
government had been in office for only 3 weeks.leave office Two years later he left 

office and joined a law firm.resign from office also resign your office 42 percent of 
Arizona voters believe he should resign from office.remove sb from office They have 
the power to remove the president from office.force/drive sb out of office He 

became increasingly unpopular and was eventually forced out of office.vote sb out of 
office If people do not like what he does, they can vote him out of 
office.ADJECTIVESpublic office Eventually she would like to run for public 
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office.political office His father also held political office.high office (=very important 

positions) He seemed destined for high office.national office He repeatedly failed to 
win national office.PHRASESa term of office His second term of office is due to end in 

May.unfit for office He is unfit for public office and ought to be replaced. 

officer /ˈɒfəsə, ˈɒfɪsə $ ˈɒːfəsər, ˈɒːfɪsər, ˈɑː-/ noun  1. someone who is in a 

position of authority in the army, navy etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS + officera military 
officer He is a senator and retired military officer.an army/air force/naval 

officer His father was a French army officer. | He was wearing the uniform of a naval 
officer. | They were air force officers stationed at a local air base.a senior/high-
ranking officer The strategy was criticized by several high-ranking officers.a junior 

officer A junior officer was suspended from duty following the incident.a superior 
officer (=someone of a higher rank) A soldier must salute a superior officer.sb’s 
commanding officer He was told his commanding officer wanted to see him.a 

serving officer (=one who is in the army etc at the present time) They 
interviewed serving officers and retired officers.VERBSserve as an officer He served 
as an officer in the Royal Navy during World War II.PREPOSITIONSan officer in the 

army, navy etc Their grandfathers had been officers in 
the Confederate Army.PHRASESthe officer in command/in charge of sth Who is 

the officer in command of this operation?officers and men The British lost 
1,654 officers and men.2. someone who works for an organization or the 
governmentADJECTIVES/NOUNS + officera police officer He was arrested by two police 

officers.a prison officer The prisoner attacked a prison officer.an education/training 
officer The library has appointed a full-time training officer.a safety officer Your local 
fire safety officer can give you fire safety information.a medical officer The 

ship’s medical officer deals with minor injuries.an environmental health 
officer The environmental health officer said the restaurant was unhygienic.an 
administrative/clerical officer She was an administrative officer in the civil 

service. | A clerical officer had dealt with the email.a financial officer He is 
chief financial officer of a footwear company.a liaison officer (=someone who helps 
their organization have links with other groups or the public) The museum has two 

schools liaison officers.a press officer (=someone who gives information about their 
organization to reporters)a probation officer (=who checks and helps criminals who 
are not in prison)an intelligence officer (=who gathers information about the secret 

activities of other countries etc)ADJECTIVESthe chief/principal officer The company 
secretary is the chief administrative officer of the company.a senior/junior 
officer A senior police officer has been appointed to investigate the incident. | The 

accounting error was blamed on a junior officer. The senior person in a company is  

often called the chief executive officer or CEO. VERBSwork as a ... officer To work 

as a probation officer, you need to be a qualified social worker.PHRASESthe officer in 
charge (of sth) The officer in charge of the investigation has appealed for more 
information. 

official1 /əˈfɪʃəl/ adjective  1. produced or decided, by the government or by an 

organization such as a companyNOUNSthe official 
figures/statistics/data Unemployment is going down, according to the latest official 

figures.the official records The official records show that the economy grew by just 
over 1% last year.an official statement The company will issue an official statement 
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about the future of the factory.an official report The official report said that the airline 

was not to blame for the accident.an official investigation/inquiry There will be an 
official investigation into the accident.the official policy The official policy is to cut 

spending in all government departments.the official language Brazil’s constitution 
says that Portuguese is the official language.official guidelines/regulations All 
companies have to follow the official guidelines.sth’s official name Burma’s official 

name is Myanmar.the official launch/opening of sth (=when something 
starts) Tomorrow is the official launch of the election campaign. | The official opening of 
the competition is in July.2. relating to someone in an important job or 

positionNOUNSan official visit/tour The prime minister is on an official visit to 
China.sb’s official duties/responsibilities He quietly carried out his official 
duties.sb’s official residence No. 10 Downing Street is the British prime 

minister’s official residence.sb’s official title His official title is ‘Professor the Lord 
Jones’.an official engagement (=something that you have to go to as part of your 
official duties) The Queen has two official engagements today.PHRASESin sb’s official 

capacity (=as part of someone’s job) The letter was not written in his official 
capacity as ambassador. 

official2 /əˈfɪʃəl/ noun  someone who is in a position of authority in an 

organizationADJECTIVES/NOUNS + officiala senior/top/high official A number 
of senior party officials resigned.a public official Public officials are not allowed to 
accept gifts.an elected official The mayor is an elected official.a 

government/administration/federal official A government official denied the 
reports.a state/county/city official City officials have asked for help from the 
government to deal with the flooding.a Defence Ministry/Treasury Department etc 

official A Japanese Foreign Ministry official said no visit had been announced.a 
military official Military officials said the fighting was still continuing.a party/union 
official A union official announced that the strike had been canceled.an immigration 

official He was stopped at the airport by US immigration officials.a court 
official A court official read out the charges against him. 

often /ˈɒfən, ˈɒftən $ ˈɒːf-/ adverb  if something happens often, it happens 

regularly or many times: She often works at the weekend.PHRASEStoo often If you 

wash your hair too often, it can get too dry.quite often I quite often go to Paris on 
business.often enough (=a lot of times) Robin is a difficult child; you’ve said so 

yourself often enough.how often How often do you see your parents?It is not often 
that... It’s not often that a government minister will admit to being 

wrong.THESAURUS: oftena lot informaloften:I think she likes him – she talks  

about him a lot. | His wife goes abroad on business quite a lot.frequently especially  

writtenoften – used especially in writing or more formal English:Passengers complain  

that trains are frequently late. | Older patients frequently forget to take their  

medicine.regularlyoften, especially at regular intervals:Buses run regularly - about  

every ten minutes.again and againused to emphasize that someone does something  

many times, or the same thing happens many times:She told herself again and again  

that everything would be all right. | Gunfire rang out across the city again and 

again.repeatedly especially writtenused to emphasize that someone does something  

many times:His doctor had repeatedly warned him not to work so 
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hard.constantly/continuallyoften over a long period of time – used especially about  

something that is annoying or causes problems:They seem to be continually  

arguing. | It’s hard to keep up with technology when it’s constantly changing.time and 

time againmany times – used when this is annoying or does not have any effect:He 

forgets his keys time and time again. | I tell students time and time again to keep 

careful notes.TO OFTEN HAPPEN OR DO SOMETHINGtend to do sthto often do a  

particular thing and be likely to do it:Dave tends to arrive late so don’t worry. | Girls  

tend to be better at languages than boys.have a tendency to do sthto often do 

something, especially something that is not good, and be more likely to do it than  

other people or things:Some people have a tendency to put on weight. | This type of  

cloth has a tendency to shrink.be inclined to do sthto do something fairly often or be 

fairly likely to do it, especially because this is part of your character:Teenage boys are 

inclined to take risks. | She was inclined to giggle in class.have a habit of doing 

sthused when saying that something has happened many times before and is likely to  

happen again:Ben had a habit of coming home drunk. | Life has a habit of surprising  

people.be prone to sthto be more likely to have problems:Some older computer  

systems were prone to go wrong. | The fitter you are, the less you are prone to  

injury. | plants that are prone to disease 

oil /ɔɪl/ noun  1. the thick dark liquid from under the ground from which petrol is 

producedoil + NOUNSthe oil industry He works in the oil industry.an oil 
company Shell is one of the world’s biggest oil companies.an oil producer (=a 

country which produces oil) The United Arab Emirates is a major oil producer.oil 
production Global oil production may peak soon.the oil supply The organization 
controls one third of the world’s oil supply.an oil field (=an area of land or sea under 

which there is oil) A big new oil field has been discovered off the coast of South 
America.an oil well (=a hole that is dug in the ground so that oil can be taken 
out) Engineers began drilling oil wells in the desert.an oil refinery (=a place where oil 

is treated by an industrial process) The two companies will set up an oil refinery in 
China capable of producing over 70 million barrels of petrol a year.an oil tanker (=a 
large ship that carries oil) The Straits of Hormuz are used by oil tankers carrying oil 

from the Gulf.an oil slick (=a large area of oil on the surface of water) Strong winds 
helped to break up the 40-kilometre oil slick.an oil rig (=a structure on land or in the 
sea with equipment for taking out oil) The oil rig caught fire and thousands of tons of oil 

went into the Atlantic Ocean.an oil platform (=an oil rig in the sea) The workers are 
flown out to the oil platform on helicopters.an oil spill (=when oil accidentally comes 
out of a ship etc) The oil spill killed thousands of seabirds.an oil pipeline (=pipes 

carrying oil over long distances) They are planning to build an oil pipeline across 
Europe.VERBSdiscover/find oil Oil was discovered in Saudi Arabia in 1938.explore 
for oil Can we explore for oil without damaging the environment?drill for oil They are 

planning to drill for oil off the coast.hit/strike oil (=find oil when you are digging for 
it) The engineers drilled down a few hundred metres until they hit oil.produce oil The 
US does not produce enough oil to meet its own needs.extract oil formal (=take oil out 

of an area) This new technology will enable them to extract more oil from existing oil 
fields.ADJECTIVEScrude oil (=oil in its natural state) The price of crude oil has been 
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falling.refined oil (=oil that has been treated by an industrial process) They had 

exported refined oil.offshore oil (=found under the sea, not far from the coast) The 
company has the technical capabilities to produce offshore oil.heavy/light oil The oil 

corporation announced the discovery of another field of light oil.PHRASESa barrel of 
oil The country produces 535,000 barrels of oil a day.2. a liquid made from plants that 
is used in cookingVERBSfry sth in oil Fry the onions in oil until they are golden.coat 

sth in/with oil The vegetables should be coated evenly with oil.drizzle sth with 
oil (=pour a little oil over it) Drizzle the fish with olive oil.NOUNS 

+ oilvegetable/olive/sunflower etc oil I usually use vegetable oil instead of 

butter.cooking oil She bought a litre of cooking oil. 

OK okay /ˌəʊ ˈkeɪ $ ˌoʊ-/ adjective, adverb informal  acceptable or 

satisfactoryVERBSseem OK Everything seemed OK the next day.look/sound/taste 
OK Does my hair look OK? | They looked burnt, but they tasted okay.feel OK You look 

pale – do you feel OK?do OK She’s doing OK at school.go OK The meeting went 
OK.turn out OK I hope everything turns out okay.ADVERBSperfectly/quite OK My life 
is perfectly OK as it is.PREPOSITIONSOK with/by sb (=acceptable to someone) I’ll go 

now, if that’s OK with you.PHRASESit’s OK to do sth It’s OK to cry if you feel sad.Is it 
OK if...? Is it okay if we stay for a few days? 

old /əʊld $ oʊld/ adjective  1. having lived or existed for a long timeNOUNSan old 

man/woman/lady/person The old man was asleep in a chair. | Old people often 
have interesting stories to tell.the older generation The older generation didn’t have 
all the advantages we have now.an old building/church/house It costs a lot of 

money to repair old buildings. | The town has some beautiful old churches.an old 
town/city They visited the old city of Jerusalem.an old car/plane He drives an old 
car.an old book/photograph/record We looked at some old photographs from the 

1930s.an old tradition/custom It was an old tradition on the island to have a party 
on that day.an old saying/proverb There’s an old saying that you should never judge 
a book by its cover.old age (=the time when someone is old) Heart disease is a 

common problem in old age.VERBSget old also grow old formal My parents 
are getting rather old now.look old The lines on her face make her look old.feel 
old Becoming a grandmother made me feel old.ADVERBStoo old He was too old to 

serve in the army.very old The building is very old.rather old also quite old BrE Our 
dog is getting quite old now.PHRASESthe oldest known She was the oldest 

known woman to give birth to a baby.as old as the hills (=extremely old) That 
story’s as old as the hills.old enough to be sb’s father/grandfather etc Her 

husband is old enough to be her father. You can also use old after another adjective,  

when saying that you like or dislike them: The house belonged to my  

dear old dad. He’s a stupid old fool! It’s a funny old place, but we like living  

there. THESAURUS: 

oldelderlyperson | woman | man | parents | relative | couple | patient | reside

nt | populationa polite word used to describe a person who is old:Many people are 

caring for a disabled or elderly person. | He was jailed for attacking an elderly  

woman. | Next to me was an elderly man with grey hair. | He gave up his job to look  
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after his elderly parents. | Finding suitable care for elderly relatives is a  

problem. | Most of the people on the tour were elderly couples. | Some elderly  

patients receive unsatisfactory care in hospital. | Elderly residents in the apartments  

complained about the noise. | 6.5% of the elderly population are aged over 85. The  

elderly is used to talk about old people as a group: The disease is most common  

among the  

elderly. aging also ageing BrEpopulation | workforce | society | parents | moth

er | father | actor | rock star | aircraft | fleetbecoming old:The country has a  

rapidly ageing population. | There is a shortage of skilled labour and an aging  

workforce. | Japan is becoming an aging society. | She was caring for her aging  

parents. | His aging mother requires constant care. | He lives with his aging  

father. | She married an aging Hollywood actor. | The band are now just a group 

of aging rock stars. | Aging aircraft can be expensive to maintain. | The airline intends  

to replace its ageing fleet of planes. Aging is only used before a noun. aged /ˈeɪdʒəd,  

ˈeɪdʒɪd/parent | mother | father | aunt | relativeaged relatives are very old – used 

mainly in written descriptions:Many people in their 50s have aged parents to care 

for. | He lives with his aged mother. | Her aged father still owned the property. | She 

had to look after her aged aunt. | An aged relative died and left him some 

money. Aged is only used before a noun.The aged is used as a noun phrase, when  

talking about old people as a group: He works in a home for the  

aged. ancientcity | town | civilization | world | monument | art | site | forest |

 woodlandvery old – used about places and things that existed thousands of years  

ago, or have existed for a very long time:We visited the ancient city of Rome. | Ruth  

loved the ancient town of Pollensa. | China is an ancient civilization. | He was  

fascinated by the history of the ancient world. | The area has many ancient  

monuments. | Shell carving is an ancient art. | Egypt has many ancient sites near the 

cities of Cairo and Luxor. | The plan could threaten the ancient forest in Yellowstone 

National Park. | Much of Britain’s ancient woodland has been destroyed. In informal  

English, ancient can also be used about people, as a humorous way of saying they  

are old, especially when they are really not old: I’ll be 30 next year – it sounds  

really ancient! antiquefurniture | clock | desk | table | jewellery | silverantique 

furniture, jewellery etc is old and often valuable:The house is full of antique 

furniture. | She listened to the ticking of the antique clock. | A large antique 

desk dominated the room. | There was a round antique table in the centre of the 
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hall. | Her collection of antique jewellery was stolen. | He bought the candlesticks at a  

sale of antique silver. Antique is normally used before a noun. Otherwise, you say  

that  

something is an antique. historicbuilding | town | city | monument | place | land

marka historic building or place is important because it is old:The city is full of historic  

buildings. | The organization was set up to protect the country’s historic  

monuments. | There are many historic places to visit. | The leaning tower is the town’s  

most famous historic landmark (=place that is easy to  

recognize).vintageclothing | clothes | dress | car | aircraft | vehiclevintage 

clothes and furniture are a little old, and people buy them because they are now 

fashionable again. You also use vintage about old cars:The store sells vintage 

clothing. | There is an increasing demand for vintage clothes. | She bought a vintage 

dress for $30. | He owned a vintage car from the 1920s. | The museum has an 

exhibition of vintage aircraft. | There was a display of vintage vehicles. Vintage is  

only used before a noun. age-

oldtradition | custom | problem | question | dilemma | phenomenon | conflict |

 mysteryused about traditions, problems, or situations that have existed for a very  

long time:Open-air markets are an age-old tradition in most African countries. | He 

was following the age-old custom of marrying a younger woman. | The age-old  

problem of bullying in schools has never gone away. | The programme aims to answer  

the age-old question of whether money makes you happy. | I’m facing the age-old  

dilemma of what to buy Dad for Christmas. | Racism is an age-old phenomenon. | He 

was facing the age-old conflict between love and duty. | Scientists have solved 

the age-old mystery of why alcohol affects some people more than  

others.ANTONYMS → youngANTONYMS → new (1)2. used about someone you have 

known for a long timeNOUNSan old friend Tom is an old friend of the prince.an old 

acquaintance I bumped into an old acquaintance outside the museum. You can also  

use old about things that you have owned for a long time: I always wear old clothes  

when I’m painting. 3. used about someone you knew or something you had in the 

pastNOUNSan old boyfriend/girlfriend She got an email from an old boyfriend.sb’s 
old boss/teacher/colleague My old boss used to say that I was lazy.sb’s 
car/computer etc My old computer was really slow.sb’s old house/school etc I’ve 

never been back to my old school. 

old age /ˌəʊld ˈeɪdʒ/ noun  the part of your life when you are oldVERBSlive 

to/survive into old age Medical advances ensure that more of us will live to old 

age. | More women than men survive into old age.reach old age By the time we reach 
old age many of us have high blood pressure.die of old age He survived the war 
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and died of old age in 1995.ADJECTIVESextreme/advanced old age Survival 

into extreme old age is no longer unusual.a happy/comfortable old age I hope my 
mother can now look forward to a happy old age.a lonely old age With no living 

relatives, he faced a lonely old age.PREPOSITIONSin (your) old age You cannot rely 
on the government to look after you in old age.(well) into old age She continued to 
enjoy gardening well into old age. 

old-fashioned /ˌəʊld ˈfæʆ / adjective  not considered to be modern or 

fashionable any moreVERBSseem old-fashioned Some of their ideas about 
women seem rather old-fashioned.look old-fashioned The design of the car now looks 
very old-fashioned.NOUNSin the old-fashioned way They still make the wine in 

the old-fashioned way.old-fashioned virtues/values She says she believes in 
the old-fashioned virtues of honesty and reliability.PHRASESgood old-fashioned... He 
doesn’t like emails – he prefers good old-fashioned pen and paper.call me old-

fashioned spoken (=used when saying that you do not care if other people think that 
you are old-fashioned) Call me old-fashioned, but I think a lot of modern art is 

rubbish.THESAURUS: old-fashionedout of  

dateinformation | statistics | map | book | guidebooknot containing the most  

recent information and therefore not useful:The information on the website is  

already out of date. | The map we were using was out of date. | Guidebooks quickly go 

out of date (=become out of date). Out of date is less common before a noun. If  

you use it before a noun, it needs to have hyphens: an out-of-

date map. datedpicture | music | song | book | decorused about styles etc that  

were fashionable until recently but now look old-fashioned:The pictures in this book 

already look a bit dated. | Some of his music sounds rather dated. | I liked the food 

but the decor in the restaurant was very dated (=the decoration looked old-

fashioned). Dated is less common before a  

noun. outdatedequipment | methods | practices | technology | conceptused 

about machines, equipment, or methods that are old-fashioned and have been 

replaced by better, more recent ones:The country has some of the world’s most  

dangerous mines, due to outdated equipment and poor safety standards. | The 

department of transport uses outdated methods to assess the impact of roads on the 

environment. | Businesses are still using outdated practices that prevent them from 

being competitive (=outdated ways of doing things). | Many outdated technologies,  

which should have been replaced, are still in use. | In today’s world, technology rapidly  

becomes outdated. | The royal family now seems an outdated concept in the modern  

world.obsoleteold-fashioned – used about machines and equipment that are no longer  

being produced because better ones have been invented:These days, you buy a  

computer and it becomes obsolete almost immediately. | The old type of cameras  

were rendered obsolete by the arrival of digital technology (=made obsolete). | Many 
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laboratories use obsolete equipment and do not receive enough 

funding.antiquated formalsystem | method | equipmentold and not suitable for  

modern needs and conditions:Banks are using a mixture of electronic and antiquated  

paper-based systems. | The house has an antiquated central heating system which was  

put in when it was first built. | Law colleges still use the same antiquated methods of  

teaching and learning. | Unsafe and antiquated equipment was still in use at the 

factory until very recently.passé formalno longer fashionable – used especially about  

ways of doing and thinking about things:The musicals and light comedies for which she  

was famous have become passé. | His designs now seem a bit passé. Passé is not  

usually used before a noun. sth is so last year informalused when saying that  

something is now very unfashionable – a very informal use:Black is so last  

year. | Blogging is already starting to feel so last year.ANTONYMS → modern (2) 

omission /əʊˈmɪʃən, ə- $ oʊ-, ə-/ noun  the act of not including someone or 

something, accidentally or deliberatelyADJECTIVESa serious/major omission There is 
no mention of the internet. This is a serious omission.a glaring omission (=one that is 

very bad and easily noticed) There are some glaring omissions in the article.an 
important/significant/notable omission The book has some important 
omissions. | One notable omission from the document is the issue of long-term care.a 

surprising/curious omission Critics commented on her surprising omission from the 
short-list.a deliberate omission The omission of those details was deliberate.an 

accidental omission also an inadvertent omission formal I meant to include your 
name – it was just an accidental omission. | He could be forgiven for an inadvertent 
omission.VERBScorrect/rectify an omission The omission will be corrected when the 

book is reprinted.an omission occurs Inevitably, a few omissions 
occur.PREPOSITIONSthe omission of sth/sb The omission of one word may change 
the meaning of a sentence.sth’s/sb’s omission from sth There was controversy over 

his omission from the team.PHRASESerrors and omissions She is good at noticing 
small errors and omissions. 

omit /əʊˈmɪt, ə- $ oʊ-, ə-/ verb  to not include someone or something, or not do 

something, either deliberately or because you forgetADVERBSdeliberately omit 

sth/sb The information had been deliberately omitted.inadvertently omit 
sth/sb (=accidentally) His name was inadvertently omitted from the list.conveniently 

omit sth/sb (=because there is an advantage for you in not including 
something) Dan conveniently omitted the fact that he had been at the 
pub.conspicuously omit sth/sb (=in a way that is easy to notice) One school 

was conspicuously omitted from the plan.NOUNSomit details The 
report omitted key details.omit information A good editor will ask why you decided to 
include or omit information.omit a fact Deliberately, she had omitted the fact that 

Sally was her sister.omit a word/letter/paragraph The teacher decided 
to omit the word from the spelling list because it was too difficult.omit sb’s 
name Lisa’s name had been omitted from the list of honor 

students.PREPOSITIONSomit sth/sb from sth There has been some surprise that 
McKenna has been omitted from the team.PHRASESomit all/any reference to 
sb/sth He had deliberately omitted any reference to the attack.omit to mention 
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sth Kazuo modestly omitted to mention that he had won the competition.omit to tell 

sb sth There was one small problem – I’d omitted to tell Jack about the arrangement. 

onset /ˈɒnset $ ˈɑːn-, ˈɒːn-/ noun formal  the beginning of something, especially 

something badVERBSdelay the onset of sth An active and healthy lifestyle can delay 

the onset of symptoms of old age.prevent the onset of sth The treatment 
could prevent the onset of AIDS.trigger the onset of sth (=make something begin) It 
was said that global warming could trigger the onset of a new Ice Age.mark the onset 

of sth (=show or celebrate the fact that it begins) The festival marks the onset 
of winter. | This film marked the onset of his decline as an 
actor.ADJECTIVESsudden/abrupt onset Consult the doctor if there is a very sudden 

onset of fever.rapid onset Symptoms may include the rapid onset of nausea and 
vomiting.slow/gradual onset The condition produces a gradual onset of 
pain.early/late onset (=happening earlier or later than commonly happens – used 

especially about serious illnesses) The patient had a family history of early 
onset Alzheimer’s disease.PREPOSITIONSat the onset of sth They both had similar 
symptoms at the onset of their illness. 

opaque /əʊˈpeɪk $ oʊ-/ adjective  THESAURUS > clear1 (4) 

open1 /ˈəʊpən $ ˈoʊ-/ adjective  1. not closed or fastened 

together GrammarOpen is less common before a noun. NOUNSa door/gate is 

open Becky’s bedroom door was open.a window is open We lay in bed with 
the window open.a drawer is open He had left one drawer open.the curtains are 
open The curtains were open and we could see in.sb’s mouth is open Don’t eat with 

your mouth open.sb’s eyes are open I was so tired I couldn’t keep my eyes open.sb’s 
shirt/jacket/coat is open His shirt was open at the neck.a box/bag/suitcase etc 
is open Someone had left the box open.VERBSpush/pull sth 

open She pushed the door open and went in.throw/fling sth open I leapt from my 
bed and threw open the shutters.force/break sth open The burglars used a spade 

to force open a window.tear sth open I tore open the envelope.leave sth 
open Who left the car window open?hold sth open He held the door open for 
her.swing open The castle gates swung open.fly/burst open (=suddenly become 

open) The door flew open and Harriet burst in.sb’s mouth falls/drops open (=it 
suddenly becomes open, especially because they are surprised) My mouth fell open and 
I stared at him.a door stands open (=someone has left it open) The back door stood 

open and he could see the garden beyond it.a book/case/bag etc lies open (=be 
open – used especially about something lying on a surface) His guitar case lay open on 
the floor in front of him.hang open (=used especially of a door or someone’s 

mouth) Her mouth hung open in astonishment.slide open The glass doors slid 
open.ADVERBSwide open (=completely open) Her eyes were wide open.fully open He 
pushed the doors fully open.partly/partially/slightly open A breeze came up 

through the partly open window. Instead of saying that a door is slightly open, you can  

say that it is ajar: I left the door ajar, so that I could listen to what they were  

saying. You cannot use ajar before a noun. ANTONYMS → closed (1)2. if a shop or a 

public building is open, people can enter or use itNOUNSa shop/store is open I hope 
the shop is still open.a gallery/museum/office is open The museum is open at 
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weekends. | The tourist information office is open until 7 p.m. during the summer 

months.VERBSstay open The bars stay open most of the night.declare sth open The 
new hospital was declared open by the mayor.PREPOSITIONSbe open to the 

public/to visitors The house and gardens are open to the public on Sundays.be open 
for business The shop was open for business on every day of the 
year.ANTONYMS → closed (2)3. not hiding your feelings or what you really think, or 

not hiding informationADVERBSvery open She was very open about her feelings 
towards him.completely/quite open I had always been completely open with the 
children in the past.NOUNSopen admiration Jeff was looking at her with open 

admiration.open curiosity She gazed with open curiosity at the other 
passengers.open hostility Foreigners were greeted with open hostility.open 
defiance Their actions were in open defiance of the Supreme Court.open 

government We believe in open government, with greater access to official 
information.PREPOSITIONSbe open about sth It is always better to be open 
about your feelings.be open with sb Most people want doctors to be completely open 

with them.THESAURUS: open→ honest4. an open area is not enclosed, or does 

not have a lot of things on itNOUNSan open area (of land) They came out of the 

woods into an open area of land.open space Houses should have plenty of open 
space around them.open country/countryside/fields From the top of the hill you 
have views over open countryside.open ground The soldiers were advancing 

across open ground.an open sky (=a large area of sky without buildings, trees, or 
clouds) The moon rose over an open sky. | She looked out over the rooftops, at 
the open sky.the open road (=a road without much traffic, or in the countryside) The 

car is good on the open road, but not so good in city traffic.the open sea (=the sea 
away from land) We made our way out of the harbour to the open sea.PHRASESin the 
open air (=outdoors) The meeting was held in the open air.the wide open 

spaces (=a large area of land without any buildings, trees, or mountains) The film is 
set in the wide open spaces of the Canadian Arctic.5. without a roof or coverNOUNSan 
open car/truck/bus The president was being driven in an open car.the open 

deck The ship had no cabins so we had to sleep on the open deck.an open fire The 
cosy sitting-room has an open fire.an open drain/sewer There was a horrible smell 
from the open sewer in the street.PHRASESopen to the sky/air/elements The 

theatre has a stage that is open to the sky.6. willing to accept new ideas or 
influencesNOUNSan open mind It’s best to approach the subject with an open mind. 

open2 /ˈəʊpən $ ˈoʊ-/ verb  1. to make something stop being closed, or to stop 

being closedopen + NOUNSopen a door/window/gate I opened the door and went 
inside.open your eyes/mouth/lips When she opened her eyes, it was 
daylight. | I opened my mouth to speak, but no words came out.open the 

curtains/blinds He opened the curtains the next morning and the sun was 
shining.open a book/newspaper/magazine The teacher opens a book and hands it 
to me.open a box/packet/container/bottle/jar I opened the box and looked 

inside.open a bag/suitcase/purse The woman opened her bag and took out some 
money.open a drawer She opened the drawer where she kept all her letters.open a 
present/letter/envelope The children wanted 

to open their presents immediately.open a lid When the men opened the lid of the 
coffin, there was no one inside.NOUNS + opena door/gate opens James heard 
the door open and the sound of voices downstairs.sb’s eyes 
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open His eyes slowly opened and he gave me a weak smile.ADVERBSopen sth 

carefully/cautiously I carefully opened the box with a knife.open sth 
quietly She opened the door quietly and checked to see that Julia was asleep.open 

sth wide The dentist asked him to open his mouth wide.open sth at 
random (=without choosing a particular thing or page) He opened the book at random, 
and began reading.sth opens automatically The doors open 

automatically.THESAURUS: 

openunlockdoor | gate | box | drawer | safe | car | room | houseto open 

something with a key, or by using a special number or code:She unlocked the door of  

the apartment and went inside. | He unlocked a drawer in his desk and took out an  

envelope. | You need a key to unlock the safe. | You should never leave the car  

unlocked.unscrewlid | cap | topto open the top part of a bottle, container etc by 

turning it:She couldn’t unscrew the lid of the jar. | Rory 

carefully unscrewed the top from the bottle.unwrappresent | gift | packageto open 

a package by removing the paper that covers it:I watched 

him unwrap his present. | She started to unwrap the different packages of  

food.ANTONYMS → close12. if a store, bank, museum etc opens, people are able to go 

in and use itPREPOSITIONSopen at 9 o’clock/10.30 etc The bank opens 
at 9.30.ANTONYMS → close1 (2)3. to start a company or 

organizationTHESAURUS: open→ start1 (3)4. to start 

happeningTHESAURUS: open→ start1 (2)  

opening adjective  THESAURUS > first1 

opera /ˈɒpərə $ ˈɑː-/ noun  a musical play in which all of the words are 

sungVERBSwrite an opera Beethoven only wrote one opera.produce/put on an 
opera Producing an opera is expensive.sing (an) opera The opera was sung in 
English. | She learned how to sing opera.go to the opera I like going to the 

opera.perform an opera The opera was first performed in Paris in 1979.ADJECTIVESa 
comic opera His comic operas were very popular.light opera (=operas with a funny 
story or a happy romantic story) Gilbert and Sullivan wrote light operas.opera + 

NOUNSan opera singer Opera singers have to take care of their voices.an opera 
house (=a theatre where operas are performed) They will be performing at the Opera 
House in Milan.an opera company She’s a singer with an opera company.an opera 

buff (=someone who likes and knows a lot about opera) He’s a music lover and 
an opera buff.PREPOSITIONSat the opera (=at the theatre where an opera is 
performed) She was looking forward to her night at the opera.in an opera The other 

roles in the opera are far from easy. 

operation /ˌɒpəˈreɪʃən $ ˌɑːp-/ noun  1. the process of cutting into someone’s 

body to repair or remove a part that is damagedADJECTIVES/NOUNS + operationa 

major/minor operation The unit cares for patients recovering from major 
operations.an emergency operation He had to have an emergency operation on his 
spine.a heart/stomach/knee etc operation He is almost back to full fitness after a 

knee operation.a successful operation The operation was successful, and she should 
make a complete recovery.a routine operation (=an operation that is often 
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performed) A hip replacement is now a routine operation.a life-saving operation The 

child underwent a life-saving operation to remove a blockage in her stomach.a 
transplant operation (=when a part from another person’s body is put into yours) He 

is too weak to undergo a transplant operation.an exploratory operation (=done in 
order to find out about an injury or medical condition you have) He had an exploratory 
operation to assess damage to his knee.VERBShave an operation also undergo an 

operation formal Harris had a hip operation in October. | She has undergone 
50 operations since birth.do/carry out an operation also perform an 
operation formal I spoke to the surgeon who performed the operation. | I’ve done this 

operation hundreds of times.Don’t say make an operation.recover from an 
operation A man is recovering from an emergency operation after his pet dog attacked 
him.survive an operation The surgeon warned that the patient might not survive the 

operation.PREPOSITIONSan operation on your knee/nose/throat etc He is waiting 
for an operation on his knee.an operation for cancer/an ulcer etc Last year she 

had an operation for cancer.THESAURUS: operationprocedurean operation  

performed in a particular way on a particular part of the body. Procedure is used 

especially in medical English, for example by doctors and people who work in hospitals.  

In everyday English people usually say operation:The doctor said that it was a  

common surgical procedure. | The procedure normally only takes a few 

minutes.transplantan operation to remove an organ from one person’s body and put  

it into another person’s body:There is a shortage of donors for heart transplants. | She 

had to have a kidney transplant. | The transplant was carried out at a hospital in  

Cambridge.surgerymedical treatment involving an operation:She required surgery on 

her right knee. | He was taken in for surgery.plastic surgerysurgery to improve 

someone’s appearance:The singer has just had plastic surgery on her nose.bypassan 

operation to make someone’s blood flow past a part of their heart that is blocked or  

damaged, often using a vein that has been removed from another part of their  

body:He went into hospital for a triple heart bypass.skin graftan operation to repair  

an area of skin that has been badly damaged, especially using skin from another part  

of someone’s body:Her leg was severely burned and may require a skin graft.2. a set 

of planned actions, especially one involving a lot of peopleADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ operationa big/major/massive operation The police mounted a major 

operation against drug dealers in the area.a joint operation (=involving two or more 
organizations, countries etc) They were arrested following a joint operation by Czech 
and German police.a military/peace-keeping operation It was the biggest military 

operation Iraqi forces have undertaken.a security operation Police cleared the streets 
of the capital as part of a massive security operation.a rescue/search operation A 
rescue operation was launched after two climbers were reported missing.a 

secret/covert/undercover operation These planes are used by British Intelligence 
for covert operations.VERBScarry out/conduct an operation The operation was 
carried out in coordination with the Colombian police.mount/organize an 

operation A huge security operation was mounted for the five-hour visit.launch an 
operation (=start it) The police launched a search operation last night.plan an 
operation They had information that another terrorist operation was being 
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planned.PREPOSITIONSan operation against sb The authorities launched an operation 

against the gangs.PHRASEStake part in/be involved in an operation More than 100 
officers took part in the operation.be in charge of an operation General Franks 

will be in charge of the operation. 

opinion /əˈpɪnjən/ noun  your ideas or beliefs about a particular 

subjectADJECTIVESthe general opinion (=that most people have) The general 
opinion seems to be that the government has made a mess of the war.popular/public 

opinion (=what ordinary people think about something) How much do newspapers 
influence popular opinion?sb’s personal opinion My personal opinion is that his first 
film was better.strong opinions People have strong opinions about this subject.an 

honest opinion I need your honest opinion about something.a high opinion of 
sb/sth He has a high opinion of himself.a low/poor opinion of sb/sth She had a low 
opinion of politicians.sb’s good opinion (=the fact that they think someone is 

good) He didn’t want to lose their good opinion.a second opinion (=an opinion from a 
second expert such as a doctor) The patient asked for a second opinion.an expert 
opinion (=the opinion of someone who knows about the subject) Before making 

important decisions, specialists are called upon to give their expert opinion.a 
professional opinion It is my professional opinion that the house is not worth that 

amount.medical/legal/scientific opinion Medical opinion is still divided on whether 
alcoholism is a disease.political opinions His daughter did not share his political 
opinions.VERBS + opinionhave/hold an opinion Everyone seemed to have a 

different opinion. | He holds strong opinions on these issues.share sb’s opinion There 
are many people who share his opinion about the war.give/express/offer an 
opinion (=say what your opinion is) He gave his opinion only when asked.Don’t 

say say your opinion.voice/state an opinion written (=give your opinion, especially in 
a formal situation) Everyone will have the chance to voice their opinion.form an 
opinion (=decide what your opinion is) I haven’t had time to form an opinion about the 

matter.change your opinion Later, he changed his opinion of the painting.ask (for) 
sb’s opinion also ask sb (for) their opinion Nobody asked my 
opinion. | We asked people for their opinions about the Olympics. | It’s a good idea 

to ask people for their opinions and suggestions.get an opinion (=especially from an 
expert) He wanted to get my opinion on the book he was writing.canvass 
opinion (=find out what people’s opinion on something is) We need to canvas local 

opinion before deciding what to do.influence opinion His comments 
will influence public opinion.opinion + VERBSopinions differ/vary Opinions differ as to 
whether the change is an improvement.PREPOSITIONSsb’s opinion of sb/sth What 

is your opinion of him?sb’s opinion on/about/regarding sth I have no opinion 
on the matter.sb’s opinion as to sth People were defending their opinions as to the 
identity of the murderer.be of the opinion that (=think that) Sarah was of the opinion 

that he drank too much.opinion + NOUNSan opinion poll/survey (=when a number of 
people are asked the same questions to see what people think) According to opinion 
polls, people trust the prime minister.PHRASESin my/her etc opinion (=used when 

giving someone’s opinion) In my opinion, the law should be changed.Don’t 
say according to my opinion.sth is a matter of opinion (=used to say that you 
disagree, or that people disagree about something) Whether the treatment is 

effective is a matter of opinion. | “He’s a very nice man.” “That’s a matter of opinion,” 
thought Sam.opinion is divided (=people have different opinions about it) Opinion 
was divided about the issue.have a difference of opinion (=used to say that two 
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people disagree) He and Luke had a difference of opinion.a shift/change in 

opinion There has been a huge shift in public opinion on this matter.contrary to 
popular opinion (=in spite of what most people think) Contrary to popular opinion, 

many cats dislike milk.keep your opinions to yourself (=not say what you really 
think) As the youngest person there, I knew enough to keep my opinions to 
myself.everyone is entitled to their opinion (=used especially when politely 

disagreeing with what someone says) Of course, everyone is entitled to their opinion, 

but I can’t accept what he is saying. Instead of saying in my opinion, people  

sometimes say in my humble opinion. This sounds rather formal and is often used  

when speaking in a slightly humorous way: In my humble opinion, it is easily one of  

the best books of the year.The abbreviation of this phrase IMHO is often used in  

emails and when writing messages using the internet: IMHO she’s  

right. THESAURUS: opinionviewyour opinion about a serious or important  

issue:She has strong views about education. | They have different views on this  

issue. | In my view, footballers are paid too much.point of viewyour opinion,  

especially when this is influenced by the situation you are in:From a farmer’s point of  

view, foxes are a nuisance. | It all depends on your point of view.positionthe official  

opinion of a government, political party, or someone in authority:The prime minister  

has made his position perfectly clear. | The party has changed its position on nuclear  

weapons.attitudeyour opinions and feelings about something or someone, especially  

when this shows in your behaviour:My parents and I have very different attitudes  

to life. | It was his attitude to women that shocked me. | He had a negative attitude 

to his work and he was often late. | It's always best to have a positive 

attitude. | Attitudes to divorce have changed over the years.school of thoughtan 

opinion that one group of people have about a subject, especially when this is different  

from that of another group:There is one school of thought that says that coffee is  

addictive and is therefore a bad thing. | There are two schools of thought on this.  

opponent /əˈpəʊnənt $ əˈpoʊ-/ noun  1. someone who you try to defeat in a 

competition, game, fight, or argumentADJECTIVESa political opponent He held on to 
power by jailing political opponents.sb’s main/chief opponent Who was her main 

opponent for the presidential nomination?a leading opponent The authorities arrested 
two leading opponents of the government.a strong/tough opponent (=one that is 
difficult to defeat) They are tough opponents, but I think we can beat them.a 

formidable/dangerous opponent (=a very strong opponent) In debate, he was 
a formidable opponent. | In tomorrow’s match, he will take on his most dangerous 
opponent.a worthy opponent (=one who deserves respect) The Democratic Senator 

has shown himself to be a worthy opponent.a weak opponent She can only win 
against a weak opponent.VERBSface an opponent He knows he is facing a 
tough opponent.beat/defeat an opponent She came within three points 

of defeating her opponent.crush an opponent (=defeat or stop them completely) It is 
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satisfying to end the game having crushed your opponents.2. someone who disagrees 

with a plan, idea, or system and wants to stop it or change itADJECTIVESa leading 
opponent of sth She was a leading opponent of gun control in the Senate.a strong 

opponent of sth (=one who strongly disagrees with something) Brennan was a strong 
opponent of the death penalty.a fierce/bitter opponent of sth (=who disagrees very 
strongly and angrily) She became well known as a bitter opponent of slavery.a 

vigorous opponent of sth (=who opposes something with a lot of energy) He is 
a vigorous opponent of the new law.an outspoken/vocal/vociferous opponent of 
sth (=who often publicly expresses their disagreement) He was a vocal opponent of 

closer relations with the United States. 

opportunity /ˌɒpəˈtjuːnəti, ˌɒpəˈtjuːnɪti $ ˌɑːpərˈtuː-/ noun  a chance to do 

somethingADJECTIVESa good/great/wonderful etc opportunity It’s a great 
opportunity to try new things.the ideal/perfect opportunity I’d been wanting to try 

sailing, and this seemed like the ideal opportunity.a valuable opportunity This is a 
valuable opportunity to cure yourself of a bad habit.a golden opportunity (=a very 
good opportunity) The council has missed a golden opportunity to improve the town 

centre.a rare/unique opportunity Visitors will have a unique opportunity to see how 
the programme is made.a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity (=a very good opportunity 

that you will only get once) For many athletes, the Olympics are a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity.a wasted/lost/missed opportunity (=one you do not use) Many people 
see the failed talks as a missed opportunity for peace.ample opportunity/plenty of 

opportunity (=a number of chances to do something) There will be ample opportunity 
for shopping.little opportunity (=not many chances) They had little opportunity to 
discuss the issue beforehand.educational/political/economic etc 

opportunities She campaigned for better educational opportunities for women.VERBS 

+ opportunityhave an opportunity I was lucky enough to have the opportunity to 
travel.get an opportunity I decided to go, as I might never get this 

opportunity again.take/use an opportunity (=do something you have a chance to 
do) Several employees took the opportunity to retire early.seize/grasp/grab an 
opportunity (=do something very eagerly when you have the chance) She saw an 

opportunity to speak to him, and seized it.welcome an opportunity He welcomed the 
opportunity to give his version of events.miss/lose/pass up an opportunity (=not 
do something you have a chance to do) Dwyer never missed an opportunity to criticize 

her.give sb an opportunity The children should be given the opportunity to make 
their own choices.provide/present/open up an opportunity The course also 
provides an opportunity to study Japanese.create an opportunity A good player is 

always creating opportunities to score.see/spot an opportunity We saw an 
opportunity to expand our business.opportunity + VERBSan opportunity comes 
(along/up) When an opportunity comes, grab it.an opportunity arises Perhaps she 

would explain later, if the opportunity arose.NOUNS + opportunitya photo 
opportunity (=a chance to take a good photograph, especially of a particular 
person) Parents will always look for good photo opportunities at their kid’s graduation 

ceremony.a business opportunity He realized that this was an excellent business 
opportunity.job/employment opportunities There are better job opportunities in the 
south of England.PREPOSITIONS(an) opportunity for sth There was little opportunity 

for discussion.an opportunity for sb This is a great opportunity for someone who likes 
being with animals.PHRASESat the first/earliest opportunity (=as soon as 
possible) He decided to leave school at the earliest opportunity.at every (possible) 
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opportunity (=whenever possible) She went to the museum at every opportunity.a 

window of opportunity (=a time when you can do something) The other team 
started making mistakes, but we didn’t take advantage of this window of opportunity.a 

land of opportunity (=a country where people have a lot of good 
opportunities) America was then seen as a land of opportunity.the opportunity of a 
lifetime (=a very good opportunity that you will only get once) The winner of the 

contest got the opportunity of a lifetime – the chance to work with a top fashion 
designer. 

oppose /əˈpəʊz $ əˈpoʊz/ verb [T]  to disagree with something such as a plan or 

idea and try to prevent it from happening or succeeding: Congress is continuing to 

oppose the president’s health care budget. We will oppose any changes to the 

law. GrammarOppose is usually used in the phrase be opposed to sth: The other  

parties are opposed to the bill. Many people are strongly opposed to the new  

system. THESAURUS: opposebe against sthto think that something is wrong 

and should not be allowed:I am against the death penalty. | They are strongly  

against the bill.not agree with sthto think that something is wrong:I don’t agree with  

training animals for entertainment.objectto say or feel that something is wrong:No 

one objected to the proposals. | She strongly objects to being told what to do.resistto  

try to prevent a change from happening, or prevent yourself from being forced to do 

something:People often resist change, when they have been used to doing things in a  

certain way for a long time. | She resisted all attempts to teach her how to cook.anti-

opposed to something – used when forming adjectives:anti-war protesters | the anti-

slavery movement | an anti-abortion demonstration  

opposed /əˈpəʊzd $ əˈpoʊzd/ adjective  1. if you are opposed to a plan or 

action, you disagree with itADVERBSstrongly opposed He was strongly opposed to the 
idea.fiercely/bitterly opposed also vehemently opposed formal They are fiercely 

opposed to the reforms.firmly opposed The union was firmly opposed to the 
cuts.totally/completely opposed They are totally opposed to the 
scheme.adamantly/resolutely opposed (=so strongly that you will never change 

your mind) Her family was adamantly opposed to the marriage.VERBSremain opposed 
to sth Several council members remain opposed to the plan.PREPOSITIONSopposed to 
sth I am opposed to capital punishment.2. completely different from something 

elseADVERBSdirectly/diametrically opposed (=completely different and 
opposite) His position was almost directly opposed to his rival’s. | The interests of 
buyers and sellers are diametrically opposed.dramatically opposed We are being 

presented with two dramatically opposed visions.utterly/totally opposed How can we 
expect politicians of utterly opposed political views to work 
together?PREPOSITIONSopposed to sth Why should I go along with ideas so 

totally opposed to my own?NOUNSopposed views Often, dramatically opposed 
views are held by groups involved in making the decision.opposed interests They 
represent opposed interests. 

opposite1 /ˈɒpəzət $ ˈɑːp-/ adjective  1. as different as possible from something 

elseADVERBStotally/completely/quite opposite They hold totally 
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opposite views.diametrically opposite (=totally opposite) They came to diametrically 

opposite conclusions.exactly opposite The two forces are acting in exactly 
opposite directions.NOUNSthe opposite direction/way She turned and walked off 

in the opposite direction.the opposite effect He thought the news would cheer her up, 
but it had the opposite effect.the opposite view The astronomer thought life on other 
planets was likely, but the biologist took the opposite view.the opposite 

conclusion After I examined the facts I came to the opposite conclusion.the opposite 
problem In English, the school has the opposite problem, with boys doing much worse 
than girls.the opposite way The controls work in the opposite way to what you would 

expect.the opposite extreme We must be careful not to go to the opposite 
extreme and treat adult learners like babies.the opposite sex (=the other sex, that is 
not your own) He found it hard to talk to members of the opposite 

sex.PREPOSITIONSopposite to sth Her character was completely opposite to her shy 
timid sister’s.PHRASESat the opposite end of the scale/spectrum (=used when 
comparing two things that are of very different types) At the opposite end of the 

spectrum, there are some plants that can grow almost anywhere.the opposite way 
round/around In a mirror, everything is the opposite way round.2. used to talk about 
the other side or end of somethingNOUNSthe opposite side There was a church on the 

opposite side of the road.the opposite end They sat at opposite ends of the table.the 
opposite corner There was a group of women talking in the opposite corner of the 
room.the opposite bank/shore He dived into the river and swam to the opposite 

bank.the opposite wall I stared at a picture on the opposite wall.the opposite 
page The finished cake is shown in the picture on the opposite page. 

opposite2 noun  a person or thing that is as different as possible from someone 

or something else GrammarYou usually say the opposite. ADJECTIVESthe 

complete/total opposite He and his brother are complete opposites.the 

exact/precise/direct opposite The result was the exact opposite of what was 
intended.the very opposite Exercise does not increase the appetite – in fact, the very 
opposite is true.polar opposites (=used when emphasizing that two things or people 

are completely opposite) These two viewpoints seem like polar opposites.VERBSdo the 
opposite Whatever I tell him to do, he does the exact opposite.mean the 
opposite She claimed she meant the opposite of what she said.PREPOSITIONSthe 

opposite of sth ‘Right’ is the opposite of ‘wrong’.PHRASESexactly/precisely the 
opposite It looks simple, but it is exactly the opposite.just/quite the opposite He 

wasn’t laughing. Quite the opposite – he was crying.the opposite is the case/is 
true People believed the Sun moved around the Earth, but Copernicus showed that the 
opposite was the case. 

opposition /ˌɒpəˈzɪʃən $ ˌɑːp-/ noun  strong disagreement with or protest 

against a plan, law, or systemADJECTIVESstrong opposition The scheme has met 
with strong opposition from local people.fierce/intense/stiff opposition (=very 
strong opposition) It is certain that there will be fierce opposition to any change in the 

law.violent/vehement opposition (=involving extremely strong angry 
feelings) There has been violent opposition to the airport from local environmental 
groups.considerable/much/a lot of opposition The development was allowed 

despite considerable opposition.widespread opposition (=among many people) There 
was widespread opposition to the plans.growing/mounting/increasing 
opposition There was growing opposition to the war.public opposition Public 
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opposition has blocked the building of nuclear power stations.political 

opposition There was very little political opposition to the war.local opposition The 
company ignored local opposition to its plans.open opposition (=expressed in 

public) The law was passed with little open opposition, although some privately had 
doubts about it.VERBS + oppositionface/encounter opposition The proposal faced 
opposition from road safety campaigners. | The police encountered little opposition, and 

quickly restored order.meet (with) opposition/run into opposition (=face 
opposition) A new tax would meet a lot of opposition. | The Bill ran into opposition in 
the House of Lords.arouse/draw/provoke opposition (=make people express 

disagreement) A plan to build on the land aroused local opposition.overcome 
opposition (=deal with it successfully) She overcame her mother’s opposition and 
began training as a nurse.express/voice opposition (=say that you 

disagree) Parents expressed their opposition to the tests.suppress/stifle 
opposition (=prevent it from being expressed) The authorities are trying 
to suppress any opposition.reiterate your opposition to sth (=state it again) In the 

course of her campaign, she reiterated her opposition to capital punishment.drop your 
opposition to sth (=stop opposing something) The United States agreed 
to drop its opposition to the plan.organize opposition They are helping local 

women organize opposition to the practice.opposition + VERBSopposition comes from 
sb The strongest opposition came from Republican voters.PREPOSITIONSopposition to 
sth He declared his opposition to the proposed tax increases.opposition from sb The 

airport was built despite opposition from environmentalists.PHRASESin the face of 
opposition The policy collapsed in the face of determined opposition.brook no 
opposition (=not allow it) He was a ruthless dictator who brooked no 

opposition.THESAURUS: oppositionobjectiona reason you give for opposing an 

idea or plan:My main objection is that it will cost too much money. | A number of  

objections were raised. | Let me know if you have any objections to the 

idea.antagonisma strong feeling of opposition to something, or dislike for someone,  

which is shown in your behaviour, and has often existed for a long time:There is  

no antagonism towards tourists on the island. | His behaviour shows his antagonism 

to any form of authority. | There is a lot of antagonism between the management and 

the union. | people’s antagonism to the government's economic policyhostilityangry  

remarks or behaviour that show someone opposes something very strongly, or dislikes  

someone very much:There is a certain amount of hostility towards the police among 

local people. | The announcement was greeted with hostility from some 

employees. | They were looking at him with open hostility (=they did not try to hide 

their hostility).antipathy formala strong feeling of opposition and dislike for someone 

or something:He writes about his deep antipathy to capitalism. | Her antipathy to Herr  

Kohl was well-known. | There was a great deal of mutual antipathy between Sarah and 

her mother-in-law. | Darwin shared Lyell’s antipathy to the idea that the same species  

could appear independently in different areas.  

optimism /ˈɒptəmɪzəm, ˈɒptɪmɪzəm $ ˈɑːp-/ noun  a belief that good things will 

happen in the futureADJECTIVESgreat/considerable optimism There was great 
optimism about the future.unbridled optimism (=extreme optimism) His unbridled 
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optimism kept the team’s spirits high.cautious/guarded optimism (=a feeling that 

good things may happen, although you realize that they may not) The mood is one 
of cautious optimism and people know that the economic situation is only just 

beginning to get better.false/misplaced optimism (=based on wrong ideas) In his 
speech he warned against false optimism.naive optimism (=too much, because you 
do not understand how bad things are) This assumption shows his naive 

optimism about human nature.initial/early optimism There was initial 
optimism about the deal.renewed optimism (=new optimism) The new leadership has 
brought renewed optimism.cheerful/sunny optimism Don’t let the harsh realities of 

life drown your sunny optimism.VERBSexpress optimism Diplomats expressed 
optimism about the progress of the talks.share sb’s optimism After so many 
problems, I found it hard to share his optimism.dampen sb’s optimism (=make 

people feel less optimistic) The crisis dampened the optimism of those who had hoped 
for an end to the war.justify optimism (=make it seem reasonable) She claims the 
economy will soon recover, but there is little to justify her optimism.optimism 

grows His optimism grew as the time came nearer for his release.optimism 
prevails/reigns (=optimism is the strongest feeling) Despite the crisis, 
general optimism prevailed.PREPOSITIONSoptimism about sth There is a feeling 

of optimism about the company’s future.with optimism We can now face the 
future with optimism.PHRASESa mood/sense/feeling of optimism The release of 
Mandela created a mood of optimism.a wave/surge of optimism (=a sudden strong 

feeling of optimism) The government was swept to power on a wave of optimism.be 
full of optimism Economists are currently full of optimism.be 
grounds/cause/reason for optimism The lower crime figures are certainly grounds 

for optimism.there is room for optimism (=it is possible that things might get 
better) There is little room for optimism in the current financial situation. 

optimistic /ˌɒptəmɪstɪk◂, ˌɒptɪmɪstɪk◂ $ ˌɑːp-/ adjective  believing that good 

things will happen in the future, or that someone can 
succeedADVERBSvery/extremely/highly optimistic The chairman said that he 
was very optimistic about the future of the company.cautiously/guardedly 

optimistic (=optimistic, but careful not to be too optimistic) She was cautiously 
optimistic about her party’s chances of success.overly/unduly/wildly 
optimistic (=too optimistic) You often hear overly optimistic claims about new medical 

treatments in the media.NOUNSan optimistic 
view/attitude/outlook/assessment He has an optimistic view of life, and always 
thinks that things will get better.an optimistic forecast/prediction According to 

some optimistic forecasts, the economy will grow by 10%.an optimistic mood I woke 
up in an optimistic mood.an optimistic note (=an optimistic way of looking at 
things) The film ends on an optimistic note.VERBSsound/seem/appear 

optimistic The doctor seems optimistic about her chances of recovery.remain 
optimistic Despite all the difficulties, he remains optimistic.PREPOSITIONSoptimistic 

about sth I am optimistic about the future of this great country.THESAURUS: 

optimistichopefulbelieving that what you hope for will happen:The test results  

made him feel more hopeful about his chances of recovery.positivethinking about  

what is good in a situation, rather than what is bad:Try to be more positive about your  

work. | She has a very positive attitude to life.upbeathaving a cheerful attitude and 
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showing that you expect to succeed, or that a situation will get better, especially the 

economic or political situation:The prime minister was upbeat, predicting that the 

economy would soon come out of recession. | He delivered an upbeat message about  

the party’s chances of winning the election.bullishfeeling confident about the future –  

used especially when talking about the economic situation, or a company’s chances of  

success:He’s very bullish about the company’s prospects. | Stockmarket analysts  

expect the bullish trend to continue.sanguine formalhopeful and not worried about  

what will happen in the future, especially when the situation seems difficult – a very  

formal use:Koons himself somehow remains sanguine in the face of all the 

criticism. | Other commentators are less sanguine, and fear that the world economy is  

on the verge of recession.rosyif the future or your life seems rosy, it seems good and 

you expect good things to happen:The future looks rosy for the team. | Returning  

soldiers found life less rosy than they had hoped. | The price of oil keeps going up, and 

things look pretty rosy for the big oil companies.look on the bright sideto consider  

the good parts of a situation, which seems bad in many other ways – used especially  

when telling someone that they should do this:Look on the bright side – it could have 

been a lot worse.ANTONYMS → pessimistic 

option AC /ˈɒpʃən $ ˈɑːp-/ noun  something you can choose to do or 

haveADJECTIVESa possible option We should consider every possible option.an 
alternative option/a different option/another option Another option is to reduce 
the number of staff.every option I looked at every option before making my final 

decision.the only option He was convinced that war was the only option.a 
good/attractive option Selling work direct to the public is an attractive option for 
artists. | Renting a house may be a better option than buying.a realistic/real/serious 

option I wanted to start my own business, but financially it was not a realistic option.a 
viable/practical option (=something you can choose that will be successful) Surgery 
may be a viable option in some cases.a safe option The pilot decided that making an 

emergency landing was the safest option.an easy option also a soft 
option BrE Divorce is never an easy option.a popular option A beach holiday is the 
most popular option for families.a cheap/expensive option The costs of extra 

training make this an expensive option. | We urgently need to find a cheaper 
option than oil or gas.sb’s preferred option formal The new scheme appears to be the 
airport management’s preferred option.an option is available also an option is open 

to sb People may not know what options are available. | Giving a prison sentence is 
only one of the options open to the judge.VERBShave an option In a situation like this, 
you have two options.give/offer sb an option Some employees 

were given the option of retiring early.choose an option also go for an 
option BrE Fewer women are choosing the option of motherhood. | Which option do 
you think they’ll go for?take (up) an option (=choose an option) America was 

persuaded not to take up the option of military action.consider/look at an option You 
have to look at every option as your business develops.explore the options (=find out 
more about them) Explore all the options before making a decision.limit your 

options If you don’t go to college, it may limit your options.NOUNS + optiona career 
option Students need better information about career options.a policy option There 
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are three policy options for the administration.a treatment option (=a possible way of 

treating a medical problem) The medical staff will explain the treatment 
options.PREPOSITIONSthe option of doing sth Until recently, students had the option 

of leaving school at 16.an option for (doing) sth The document sets out options 
for reform.PHRASESa range of options The council is considering a range of 
options for improving the city’s transport system.keep/leave your options 

open (=not make a firm decision about what you are going to do) Studying a broad 
range of subjects helps to keep your options open.have no/little option but to do 
sth (=be obliged to do something) I had no option but to fire him. 

optional /ˈɒpʃənəl $ ˈɑːp-/ adjective  THESAURUS > voluntary (1) 

or conjunction  used between two words or phrases to show that either of two 

things is possible, or used before the last in a list of possibilities or choices: Shall we go 

out to the cinema or stay at home? You can have ham, cheese, or tuna. Payment can 
be made by cash, cheque, or credit card.PHRASESeither ... or... Grapes are 
usually either green or red.or else You must do the job yourself or else employ 

someone else to do it.or something Would you like a coffee or something?or 
anything like that She wasn’t involved in drugs or anything like that.whether sb 

likes it or not He’s going to do it whether we like it or not.THESAURUS: 

oralternativelyused when giving another choice apart from the one you have already 

mentioned:Use a pair of scissors or, alternatively, a very sharp knife. | You can go up 

into the mountains. Alternatively, you can stroll around one of Switzerland’s delightful  

cities.on the one had ... on the other (hand)used when giving two very different  

ideas or opinions about something, especially when they need to be balanced against  

each other:On the one hand, I don’t want to hurt his feelings, but on the other, I don’t  

want to be miserable for the rest of my life.  

oral adjective  THESAURUS > spoken 

orange1 noun  a round juicy fruit that has a thick orange skinVERBSpeel an 

orange Maria peeled herself an orange.squeeze an orange They began squeezing 
oranges to make juice.orange + NOUNSorange juice Can I have a glass of orange 

juice?orange squash BrE (=a sweet liquid made from oranges that you mix with water 
to make a drink) The kids drank orange squash.orange peel/rind She carefully 
removed all the orange peel.orange zest (=the outside part of an orange’s skin) Add 

the orange zest.an orange pip BrE an orange seed AmE Take out all the orange 
pips.orange segments (=the parts that an orange is divided into) The orange 
segments add freshness to the salad.an orange tree The orange trees are in 

blossom.an orange grove (=a group of orange trees) The orange grove had been 
planted by her father.PHRASESa piece of orange Do you want a piece of orange?a 
slice of orange (=a thin piece cut with a knife) Decorate each glass with a slice of 

orange. 

orange2 /ˈɒrəndʒ, ˈɒrɪndʒ $ ˈɔː-, ˈɑː-/ noun, adjective  a colour that is between 

red and yellowTYPES OF ORANGEbright/brilliant orange The male bird has a bright 

orange beak.deep orange The western sky is already deep orange.pale/light 
orange The lamps cast their pale orange light over the pavement.fluorescent 
orange (=very bright orange) The workmen wore fluorescent 

orange jackets.PREPOSITIONSin orange (=in orange clothes or orange ink) She was 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1513] 

dressed in orange.PHRASESa shade of orange Her hair was dyed a pale shade of 

orange. 

orchestra /ˈɔːkəstrə, ˈɔːkɪstrə $ ˈɔːr-/ noun  a large group of musicians playing 

many different kinds of instruments and led by a conductorVERBS + orchestraconduct 

an orchestra (=stand in front of an orchestra and direct their playing) Herbert von 
Karajan conducted the Berlin Symphony Orchestra for over 35 years.lead an 
orchestra Conductor Esa-Pekka Salonen will lead the orchestra in works by Schubert 

and Beethoven.play (sth) in an orchestra My sister plays the violin in the school 
orchestra. | Evitts studied at Pittsburgh State University, where he played in the 
orchestra.orchestra + VERBSan orchestra plays/performs (sth) The Russian 

orchestra will perform at the National Concert Hall. | The orchestra played Brahms’ First 
Symphony.an orchestra strikes (sth) up (=starts playing) The orchestra struck up 
Aaron Copland’s ‘Fanfare For The Common Man’. | The orchestra struck up and 

everyone went quiet.an orchestra rehearses sth (=an orchestra practices playing 
some music) The student orchestra has been rehearsing Haydn’s Toy 
Symphony.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + orchestraa live orchestra (=one that is playing front 

of an audience, not one that is recorded) This is the first time she has sung in front of a 
live orchestra.a full orchestra (=a complete orchestra with all the usual players and 

instruments) The opera has thirty singers and a full orchestra.a great/top 
orchestra The London Philharmonic is one of the world’s great orchestras.the school 
orchestra I was in the school orchestra and I played the flute.PREPOSITIONSin an 

orchestra My father played the clarinet in an orchestra.an orchestra under 
sb (=conducted by someone) The Prokofiev Piano Concertos were recorded with the 
Leipzig Gewandhaus Orchestra under Kurt Masur.PHRASESa member of the 

orchestra The 100 members of the orchestra perform under the direction of Leonard 
Slatkin.a 21-piece/50-piece etc orchestra (=with 21, 50 etc instruments) Her New 

York concert will include a 58-piece orchestra.THESAURUS: orchestraPARTS OF  

AN ORCHESTRAthe wind/woodwind sectionthe instruments such as flutes, clarinets,  

and saxophonesthe strings/the string sectionthe instruments that have strings, for  

example violinsthe brass/the brass sectionthe instruments made of metal that you 

blow through, for example trumpetsthe percussion/the percussion sectionthe 

instruments such as drums and tambourines  

ordeal /ɔːˈdiːl, ˈɔːdiːl $ ɔːrˈdiːl, ˈɔːrdiːl/ noun  a terrible experience that continues 

for a period of timeADJECTIVESa terrible/dreadful/painful ordeal The trial was 
a dreadful ordeal.a terrifying ordeal The victim of the shark attack described 
his terrifying ordeal.a long ordeal After thirteen months, the hostages’ long 

ordeal finally ended.VERBSgo through an ordeal also undergo an 
ordeal formal (=experience an ordeal) I’d already gone through the ordeal of a divorce 
once.face an ordeal He faced the ordeal of caring for his dying wife.endure an 

ordeal In his book, he describes how he endured the ordeal of prison life.survive an 
ordeal The woman survived her ordeal and identified her attacker.recover from an 
ordeal She took a long time to recover from her ordeal.subject sb to an 

ordeal (=make someone go through it) He was subjected to a horrifying ordeal at 
gunpoint.spare sb an ordeal (=not make someone have to go through it) Thank 

goodness she was spared the ordeal of surgery.PREPOSITIONSthe ordeal of (doing) 
sth The girl will not have to undergo the ordeal of giving evidence in court.PHRASESan 
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ordeal is over (=it has finished) The villagers thought their ordeal was over, but it was 

just beginning.an ordeal at the hands of sb (=used to say who made someone go 
through an ordeal) She has only just revealed her ordeal at the hands of her 

stepfather.be none the worse for your ordeal (=not have been harmed by an 
ordeal) The kitten was pulled out of the river, apparently none the worse for its ordeal. 

order1 /ˈɔːdə $ ˈɔːrdər/ noun  1. an arrangement of things, so that one thing is 

first, another thing is second etcADJECTIVESthe right/correct order Of course, the 

notes must be played in the right order.the wrong order The pages had been put 
in the wrong order.the same order He always closed the windows in the same 
order.reverse order They announced the results in reverse order, starting with the 

last.alphabetical order List the names in alphabetical order.numerical order The 
dogs are given numbers, and stand in numerical order while the judge looks at 
them.chronological order (=the order that things happened in time) The paintings 

are arranged in chronological order.ascending/descending order (=with the lowest 
or highest number first) The films are ranked in ascending order of profitability.a 
logical order Put the events of the story into a logical order.random order (=not 

arranged according to any principle) The chocolate samples were presented to the 
tasters in random order.no particular order Here are my ten favourite books, in no 

particular order.PREPOSITIONSin order (=one after another, in the right order) It is 
important to read the stories in order.PHRASESput/arrange things in order Decide 
what points you want to talk about, and put them in order.list/rank things in 

order The candidates are listed in order of preference.in order of 
importance/priority/preference etc The country’s main exports were, in order of 
importance, coffee, sugar, and soya beans.2. an instruction to do something that is 

given by someone in authorityVERBSgive/issue an order Do not fire until I give the 
order.obey an order He refused to obey this order.follow orders/carry out 
orders (=obey them) The men argued that they had only been following orders.take 

orders from sb (=be given orders by them and obey them) I don’t take orders 
from you!disobey/ignore an order Anyone who disobeys these orders will be 
severely punished.have orders to do sth The soldiers had orders to shoot anyone on 

the streets after 10 o’clock.get/receive an order The general says 
he received no order to withdraw.a court makes an order The court 
made an order for the child to be taken away from its parents for his own 

protection.ADJECTIVESa direct order (=a clear order) What happens to a soldier who 
disobeys a direct order?strict orders The guards had strict orders not to allow anyone 
into the building.an executive order (=an order from a president) President Grant 

issued an executive order establishing a reservation for the Indians.NOUNS + ordera 
court order (=when a judge in a court says you must do something) Now they’re 
faced with a court order that could force them to leave.doctor’s orders She was to 

rest as much as possible, on doctor’s orders.PREPOSITIONSan order from sb He 
disobeyed an order from his commanding officer.on sb’s orders The road was 
constructed on the orders of Mussolini in 1931–32.by order of sb He was released 

from prison by order of the court.be under orders to do sth They are under 
orders not to reveal the identities of their clients.3. a request by a customer for 
something to be suppliedVERBSplace/put in an order They placed an order for over a 

thousand tiles.cancel your order The airline has cancelled its order for the 
plane.get/receive sb’s order Your DVDs will be mailed to you on the day we receive 
your order.take sb’s order (=write down what a customer in a restaurant wants) The 
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waiter came to take our order.fill/meet an order (=supply what someone wants) The 

company does not have enough stock to fill the order.win an order The company has 
just won a large order.lose/forget sb’s order I hope they haven’t lost our 

order.ADJECTIVESa big/large order We have just had a big order from a Japanese 
company.order + NOUNSan order form Make sure that you write your address clearly 
on the order form.a company’s order books (=a record of orders a company has 

received) The company’s order books are full.PREPOSITIONSan order for sth In May I 
placed an order for an expensive guitar.on order (=asked for, but not yet 
received) Two new ships are on order.PHRASESmake/supply sth to order (=produce 

something when asked for it by a customer) Special sizes of bed can be made to 
order.4. a situation in which rules are obeyed and people behave 
wellVERBSkeep/maintain order also preserve order The police tried to keep 

order.restore order When rioting started, troops were sent in to restore 
order.threaten order He said the violent 
demonstrations threatened public order.ADJECTIVESpublic order These measures are 

necessary to maintain public order.PHRASESlaw and order The forces of law and 
order are there to protect citizens.a breakdown of order The government was 
concerned that there would be a breakdown of order.a threat to order These gangs 

pose a threat to public order.keep sb in order Some teachers find it hard 
to keep teenagers in order. 

order2 /ˈɔːdə $ ˈɔːrdər/ verb  1. to tell someone that they must do something, 

especially using your official power or authority: The court ordered his release from 
prison. “Stay right there,” she ordered. The soldiers were ordered back to their 

units. GrammarYou usually order someone to do something: Tom was ordered  

to pay £300 as compensation. | Her doctor had ordered her to rest for a week.You  

can also order that something (should) be done: He ordered that the house be  

sold. | They ordered that the money should be given to charity. THESAURUS: 

ordertell sb to do sthto say to someone that they must do something:The head 

teacher told me to wait outside her office. | Stop telling me what to do!give 

orders/instructionsto tell someone exactly what they must do:The police chief gave 

orders to shoot. | The doctor gave instructions that she should rest as much as  

possible.commandused about a high-ranking person such as a general, captain, or  

king ordering someone to do something:The general commanded the troops to fall  

back. | They believe that the Lord has commanded them to do this.instruct formalto  

tell someone to do something, especially when you tell them exactly how it should be 

done:The architect was instructed to keep the plans simple. | She took three tablets  

every day, as instructed by her doctor.directto give someone an official or legal order  

to do something:The judge directed the jury to find her not guilty.subpoenato  

officially order someone to appear in a court of law in order to answer  

questions:Another three of the president’s advisers were subpoenaed.2. to ask for 

someone to bring or send you something: He ordered some more wine. I need to order 
a new part for the washing machine. 
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organ /ˈɔːɡən $ ˈɔːr-/ noun  a part of the body that has a particular 

purposeADJECTIVESinternal organs (=organs inside your body) She suffered serious 
damage to her internal organs.vital organs (=organs that you need to live) Luckily, 
the bullet passed through his body without hitting any vital organs.major organs The 

drug can cause bleeding in all the body’s major organs.sexual/reproductive/sex 
organs The sexual organs develop during adolescence.sensory organs (=eyes, ears 
etc) Information comes to us through our eyes, ears, and other sensory 

organs.digestive organs Excessive weight loss could be the result of a disorder of 
the digestive organs.NOUNS + organa donor organ (=an organ from one person’s body 
that is put into another person’s body) There is a shortage of donor organs.organ + 

NOUNSan organ transplant (=an operation to put an organ from one person’s body 
into another person’s body) Up to 5,000 people are waiting for an organ transplant.an 
organ donor (=someone who gives an organ for an organ transplant) They are trying 

to find an organ donor.organ failure (=when an organ stops working) He died from 
multiple organ failure.VERBSharvest an organ (=remove it to put in another person’s 
body) Their organs were harvested for transplants. 

organic /ɔːˈɡænɪk $ ɔːr-/ adjective  relating to farming or gardening without 

using artificial chemicalsNOUNSorganic food/vegetables/wine etc The restaurant 
uses only fresh organic vegetables.organic produce formal (=organic fruit and 

vegetables) The store stocks a wide range of organic produce.organic 
farming/gardening Organic farming is better for wild birds.organic methods Many 
local farmers have adopted organic methods.an organic farmer/gardener Organic 

gardeners do not use artificial insecticides.an organic farm Chemical fertilizers are 
banned on organic farms.VERBSgo organic (=start buying only organic food, or using 
only organic methods) Not all families can afford to go organic.become 

organic (=start using only organic methods) Recently the farm became 
organic.ADVERBStotally organic All the ingredients are totally 

organic.THESAURUS: organic→ natural (1)  

organism /ˈɔːgənɪzəm $ ˈɔːr-/ noun  a living thingADJECTIVESa living 

organism All living organisms are made up of cells.a microscopic organism (=so 

small it can only be seen using a microscope) The water is full of microscopic 
organisms.a biological organism (=a living thing) Human beings are biological 
organisms.a simple organism These simple organisms appeared very early in the 

history of life.a complex organism These creatures are complex organisms.a marine 
organism (=that lives in water) The oil spill had a bad effect on marine organisms.a 
developing organism The developing organism starts as a fertilized egg. 

organization also organisation BrE /ˌɔːɡənaɪˈzeɪʃən $ ˌɔːrɡənə-/ noun  a group 

of people, businesses, countries etc that has formed for a particular 
purposeADJECTIVES/NOUNS + organizationa large/big organization The public expect 

high standards from any large organization.a financial/business organization Many 
business organizations are in trouble.a political organization There will be a meeting 
of the country’s main political organizations.an international/worldwide 

organization Greenpeace is an international organization that works to protect the 
environment.a state organization (=one that is controlled by the government) State 
organizations tend to be less efficient than private companies.a military 

organization Trotsky made the Red Army into a highly effective military organization.a 
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paramilitary organization (=which is trained to fight, but whose members are not 

part of a regular army) Otero is the former leader of one of the most powerful right-
wing paramilitary organizations in the country.a terrorist/terror organization The 

men were charged with belonging to an illegal terrorist organization.a voluntary 
organization (=whose members work without being paid) We are a voluntary 
organization which helps disabled people with their transport needs.a grass-roots 

organization (=which includes ordinary people and represents their views) They set 
up a grassroots organization dealing with social issues affecting the poor.VERBSjoin an 
organization In June 1940, Joe joined a small organization called the Century 

Group.belong to an organization Do you belong to any political organizations?work 
for an organization She works for an organization called Amnesty International, 
which helps political prisoners.set up/found an organization The organization was 

set up in the early 1950s.fund an organization The organization is funded by the big 
tobacco companies.disband an organization (=end it) The government ordered that 
the organization should be disbanded.PHRASESa member of an organization Nigeria 

is a leading member of the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC).the 
head of an organization (=the person who is in charge of it) I asked to speak to the 

head of the organization.THESAURUS: organizationinstitutiona large 

important organization such as a bank, church, or university:The University is an  

important academic institution. | financial institutions such as banksassociationan 

organization for people in a particular profession, sport, or activity, which officially  

represents its members – often used in names:I met a representative of the National  

Association of Teachers. | the Women's National Basketball Association | the Football  

Associationpartyan organization of people with the same political aims which you can 

vote for in elections:Which political party do you support? | He voted for the 

Republican Party’s candidate. | He is a member of the 

Communist Party. | Which party are you going to vote for at the election? | She 

resigned from the ruling party.bodyan important group of people who make the rules  

and advise people about what should be allowed:the sport’s governing body | The 

government has set up an advisory body.club/societyan organization for people who 

share an interest, for example a sport:We belong to a tennis club. | I joined the 

university film society. | Members of the club have to pay £200 a year.unionan 

organization formed by workers in order to protect their rights:The union ordered its  

members out on strike. | He is a member of the Transport and General  

Workers Union.charityan organization which collects money to help people who are 

poor, sick etc and does not make any profit for itself:She has raised a lot of money for  

local charities. | The charity was set up to help people with learning  

difficulties.quango BrE especially disapprovingan organization set up by the 

government, which has official power but whose members have not been elected:A lot  

of money is wasted on government quangos. Quango is short for quasi-

autonomous non-governmental organization.  
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organize also organise BrE /ˈɔːɡənaɪz $ ˈɔːr-/ verb  1. to make the necessary 

arrangements so that something can happenNOUNSorganize an activity The 
group organizes summer activities for teens.organize an 
event/party/exhibition I’m organizing a party for John’s 21st birthday.organize a 

conference/meeting/course/seminar The course was organized by a training 
company.organize a protest/rally/demonstration/march Students organized 
protests against the increase in fees.organize a campaign We 

are organizing a campaign to encourage recycling.organize a boycott The group has 
threatened to organise a boycott of next year’s conference.organize a 
strike Workers organized a strike in protest at job losses.organize an 

election/ballot Beijing has pledged to organize new elections next year.organize a 
petition Local people organised a petition against the closure of the hospital.organize 
a tour/trip/visit He recently organized a trip for students to Tokyo.ADVERBSorganize 

sth well/badly The museum had organized the exhibition well.hastily organize 
sth (=very quickly) Officials hastily organized new travel plans following the 
bombing.VERBShelp (to) organize sth She was one of the people who helped 

organize the event.2. to arrange something so that it happens or is done in a suitable 
wayNOUNSorganize your work Decide on the best way to organize your 

work.organize an essay It is possible to organize an essay in more interesting 
ways.organize your life I need someone to organize my life for me. 

organized /ˈɔːgənaɪzd $ ˈɔːr-/ adjective  1. arranged or organized in a particular 

wayADVERBSwell organized Keep your desk tidy and well organized. | It was a 

very well organized campaign.badly/poorly organized The department does not have 
enough staff and is badly organized. | It is the most badly organized website I have 
ever seen.highly organized The crime was carried out by a highly organized group of 

criminals.properly organized Make sure that your files are properly organized so that 
you can find things easily.carefully organized The demonstrations were carefully 
organized.loosely organized (=not in a very strict way) The stories are loosely 

organized under general themes.hierarchically organized (=organized into different 
levels) Most organizations have a hierarchically organized structure.2. involving people 
working together and planning things carefullyorganized + NOUNSan organized 

group You can travel alone or as part of an organized group.an organized 
network Organized networks of thieves are stealing cars.an organized society We 

live in an organized society.an organized campaign They began an organized 
campaign to oppose the changes.organized opposition There was no real organized 
opposition to the regime.organized religion (=one such as Christianity or Islam, that 

has many agreed rules, places for worship etc) I don’t go to church because I don’t 
believe in organized religion.organized crime (=done by large powerful organizations 
of criminals) The police think he is involved in organized crime.organized 

labour BrE organized labor AmE (=working people who form trade unions) The 
government wanted to weaken the power of organized labour. 

origin /ˈɒrədʒən, ˈɒrɪdʒən $ ˈɔː-, ˈɑː-/ noun  1. how or where something began to 

exist GrammarYou can say the origin of something or the origins of something,  

with the same meaning. VERBS + originhave its origin(s) in sth (=begin to exist in a 

particular time or situation) The ceremony has its origins in ancient times.find 

out/discover/trace the origin of sth It is difficult to trace the origin of some 
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words.investigate the origin of sth Researchers are investigating the origin of the 

disease.owe its origin(s) to sth (=began because of something) He thinks that 
stories about ancient floods owe their origins to these geological events.origin + 

VERBSsth’s origins lie in sth (=used when saying how or where something first 
began) The origins of the war lay in a quarrel between neighbouring princes.sth’s 
origins go back to sth (=it began a long time ago) The school’s origins go back to the 

early 1800s.ADJECTIVESsth’s historical/geographical/political etc origin(s) His 
research deals with the historical origins of the Christian faith.sth’s precise/exact 
origin The custom is an old one, though its precise origin is unknown.sth’s true 

origin Hardly anyone now remembers the true origin of the name.ancient 
origin(s) Little remains of the town’s ancient origins.sth’s origins are 
unknown/obscure The origins of this custom are unknown.PREPOSITIONSin 

origin This dish is Spanish in origin.PHRASESsth’s country/place of origin (=the 
country or place where something was made or produced) The label shows the 
wine’s country of origin.sth is of Italian/Indian etc origin The game is of Italian 

origin.of unknown origin Customers do not like buying meat of unknown origin.sth is 
of recent origin The idea of paid holidays is of relatively recent origin.of 
plant/animal/human origin Many medicines of plant origin are still used.share a 

common origin (=have the same origin) It may be that all life on Earth shares 
a common origin.sth can trace its origins back to sth (=it began a long time 
ago) The Roman Catholic Church can trace its origins back to the 4th 

century.THESAURUS: originWHERE SOMETHING COMES FROMsourcethe thing,  

place etc that you get something from:They get their money from various  

sources. | Beans are a good source of protein.rootthe root of a problem is the main  

cause. The roots of something are the things that it was originally based on:Allergies  

are at the root of a lot of health problems. | At the root of the crisis was a shortage of  

money. | Reggae has its roots in a range of different musical styles. | They want a  

return to the roots of Christianity.the birthplace of sththe place where something  

first started to exist:New Orleans is the birthplace of jazz. | Ethiopia, the birthplace of  

coffeethe cradle of sththe place where something important first started – used 

mainly in the following phrases:Ancient Athens is considered to be the cradle of  

democracy. | Baghdad was the cradle of civilization.starting pointan idea, suggestion  

etc from which a discussion, process, or project can develop:His paper provided an 

excellent starting point for discussion.WAYS OF SAYING THAT SOMETHING STARTED 

FROM SOMETHING OR STARTED SOMEWHEREcome from sthto have developed from 

something that existed before:The word origami comes from the Japanese ori (folding)  

and kami (paper). | Where did the idea for the book come from?be based on sthto  

use something else as the basis:The film is based on a true story. | She later wrote a  

book based on her experiences in Africa.originateto come from a particular place,  

group, or situation, especially one that existed a long time ago. Originate is more 

formal than come from:The custom probably originates from ancient times. | Genes  

also tell us that native Americans originated from a small group of migrants who 

crossed the Bering land bridge from Siberia. | Christmas pudding is thought to  
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have originated from a type of medieval porridge, which was made of meat, dried fruit,  

nuts, sugar and spices.be founded on sthto develop from an idea or belief:Our  

system of government is founded on the principle of democracy.derive from sth/be 

derived from sthto come from something, especially by means of a long or  

complicated process – often used about words coming from another language:Much of  

the English language is derived from Latin. | Many drugs are derived from plants.have 

its origins/roots in sthto develop from something that existed long ago:Halloween 

has its origins in an ancient Celtic festival. | Modern country and western music has its  

roots in the folk songs of the rural south.go back to sthto come from a particular past  

time or event or from something that existed a long time ago:Our friendship goes back  

to our freshman year in college. | The college goes back to the Middle  

Ages.THESAURUS: origin→ beginning (1)2. the country, group, or type of 

family that someone comes fromADJECTIVEShumble/obscure origin(s) (=a family 
that is not of high social rank) He had risen from humble origins to immense 

wealth.working-class/middle-class origin(s) The leader emphasized his working-
class origins.peasant origin(s) (=a family of poor farmers) He wanted to escape from 
the hardship of his peasant origins.ethnic/racial origin The school has students of 

many different ethnic origins.PHRASESof Italian/Indian etc origin 73 percent of the 
city’s 120,000 people are of Indian origin.sb’s country of origin Those who are not 
given permission to stay will have to return to their country of origin. 

original /əˈrɪdʒɪnəl, -dʒənəl/ adjective  1. new and differentADVERBShighly 

original Her work is highly original.truly/genuinely original There is something truly 
original about their music. | They have created a genuinely original style of 
dance.completely/entirely original Very few artists are completely 

original.strikingly original (=in way that is very noticeable) The building is of 
a strikingly original design.original + NOUNSoriginal ideas She has no original ideas – 
she just copies other writers.original work All competition entries must be your 

own original work.an original design/style The dress is an original design by 
Valentino. | Singers should try to develop an original style.original research Your 

project must be based on original research.original material (=songs, ideas etc that 
someone has created themselves) The band plays all original material.an original 
thinker We want students to be original thinkers rather than repeat what is in their 

textbooks.original thinking Awards are given to people who have shown original 

thinking in their designs.THESAURUS: 

originalfreshidea | approach | perspective | waynew and different from before,  

and therefore interesting or exciting:We need some fresh ideas on this issue. | Jane 

will bring a fresh approach to the 

job.innovativeidea | solution | approach | way | product | technology | scheme

 | design | usecompletely new and showing a lot of imagination:The book contains  

some innovative ideas on how to recycle waste materials. | They use some innovative 

ways of teaching languages. | The cost of developing an innovative new product is very  

high. | Critics praised the car's innovative technology. | Matisse was well known for his  
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innovative use of  

colour.pioneeringwork | study | research | experiment | book | effort | role | ap

proach | scheme | contributionused about something that is very important  

because it helps people to know more about something or change the way that  

something is done:Thomas Edison did pioneering work with electricity. | He became 

known for his pioneering studies of ancient Indian art. | Thanks to their pioneering  

research, many people can now be cured of the disease. | She played a pioneering  

role in British politics.groundbreakingwork | research | study | bookused about  

something that is completely new and different from what has gone before and has a  

very big effect on people's ideas about something. Groundbreaking is similar in  

meaning to pioneering, but sounds stronger:The mathematics professor at the 

University of Cambridge has done groundbreaking work on the origins of the 

universe | She is best known for her groundbreaking book 'The Silent  

Spring'.THESAURUS: original→ new (1)2. how something was when it first 

started, or how it was beforeNOUNSthe original plan/idea/intention Our original 
plan was to take the train, but we changed our minds and decided to drive.sth’s 
original position We moved the sofa back to its original position next to the 

door.sth’s original purpose The building is still used for its original purpose.sth’s 
original form The church still survives in its original form.sth’s original owner Will 
the land be returned to its original owner?the original version They have added some 

new scenes that were not in the original version of the movie.the original 
meaning The original meaning of the word ‘gay’ was ‘happy’.sth’s original 
condition Experts have been working to return the damaged painting to its original 

condition.original features (=parts that were there when a house was first built) The 
kitchen still has many original features.PHRASESin/from the original French/Latin 
etc The book is translated from the original Greek. 

originality /əˌrɪdʒəˈnæləti, əˌrɪdʒɪˈnæləti/ noun  the quality of being new and 

different, or having new and different ideasVERBShave originality This book does 
not have the originality of his first novel.show originality Alan’s 

solution showed unusual talent and originality.lack originality The music lacks 
originality, but is fun and well-played.ADJECTIVESgreat originality His work 
showed great originality.startling originality We were amazed by the startling 

originality of his thinking.striking originality (=very great and noticeable 
originality) Any visitor will admire the striking originality of the building’s 
architecture.sheer originality What made the record a hit was the sheer originality of 

her singing style.PHRASESa spark of originality (=a small amount of originality) The 
show at least has a spark of originality. 

orthodox /ˈɔːθədɒks $ ˈɔːrθədɑːks/ adjective  THESAURUS 

> normal, religious (2) 

Oscar noun trademark  a prize for the best movie or movie actor, given in the 

USVERBSwin/get an Oscar also receive an Oscar formal All actors dream of winning 

an Oscar. | She got an Oscar for Best Actress.earn sb an Oscar The 
performance earned him an Oscar.award sb an Oscar The ‘Best 
Picture’ Oscar was awarded to The King's Speech.be nominated for an Oscar (=be 
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formally suggested to get one) She has been nominated for an Oscar 5 times but has 

never won one.be tipped for an Oscar (=be expected to get one) His latest film is 
being tipped for an Oscar.Oscar + NOUNSan Oscar winner They hope their movie will 

be an Oscar winner.an Oscar nomination (=when a movie, actor, or director is 
formally suggested for an Oscar) She received an Oscar nomination for ‘Titanic’.an 
Oscar nominee (=a movie, actor, or director that is formally suggested for an 

Oscar) Another Oscar nominee won Best Actor award.Oscar night On Oscar night, the 
stars all want to look their best.the Oscars ceremony/show We watched the Oscars 
ceremony on TV.PREPOSITIONSan Oscar for sth The Oscar for Best Actor went to Jeff 

Bridges.PHRASESan Oscar-winning performance/actor/movie The film 
starred Oscar-winning actor Daniel Day Lewis. 

outbreak noun  a period when something suddenly starts happening, for 

example fighting or a diseaseADJECTIVESa recent outbreak A recent outbreak of food 
poisoning at the school left 10 students in hospital.the latest outbreak The latest 

outbreak of fighting began two weeks ago.a fresh outbreak There has been a fresh 
outbreak of the disease.a further outbreak (=another one) There was a further 
outbreak of strikes at the end of May.a serious/major/severe outbreak An illness 

that affects just a few children can soon become a major outbreak.a sudden 
outbreak There was a sudden outbreak of the disease in November.a prolonged 
outbreak (=lasting a long time) We want to avoid a prolonged outbreak of 

violence.sporadic outbreaks (=that happen often, but not regularly) There have 
been sporadic outbreaks of fighting in some parts of the country.periodic 
outbreaks (=that happen a number of times, sometimes regularly) A shortage of food 

led to periodic outbreaks of disorder.recurrent outbreaks (=that keep happening) The 
virus stays in your system and causes recurrent outbreaks of symptoms.occasional 
outbreaks (=that do not happen often) The disease does not affect adults, but we 

see occasional outbreaks in children.VERBSprevent an outbreak How can 
we prevent a further outbreak of violence?cause/lead to an outbreak A lack of clean 
drinking water led to an outbreak of the disease.report an outbreak The hospital did 

not report the outbreak quickly enough.control an outbreak We need to control 
outbreaks of animal diseases.an outbreak happens also an outbreak 
occurs formal The first outbreak of trouble occurred in May.NOUNS + outbreaka 

flu/measles etc outbreak The hospitals are full because of a cholera outbreak.a food 
poisoning outbreak The latest food poisoning outbreak killed six 
people.PREPOSITIONSan outbreak of sth During one outbreak of fighting, a police 

officer was killed.PHRASESoutbreaks of rain (=short periods of rain – used especially 
on weather reports) There are likely to be outbreaks of rain later in the afternoon. 

outcome AC /ˈaʊtkʌm/ noun  the final result of somethingADJECTIVESthe 

final/eventual/ultimate outcome The final outcome of the investigation is still to be 
announced.a likely outcome What is the likely outcome of the election?a possible 
outcome We are prepared for any possible outcome.an inevitable outcome (=one 

that is certain to happen as a result of something) The increase in crime was 
the inevitable outcome of the government’s decision to cut funding for the police.a 
successful/satisfactory outcome Our aim is to achieve a satisfactory outcome for 

everybody. | Hopes for a successful outcome were fading.a 
good/positive/favourable outcome Everyone is hoping for a positive outcome to 
the talks. | A defendant who is represented by a lawyer is more likely to get 

a favourable outcome. | This was a good outcome for the school.a 
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bad/negative/unfavourable outcome Stopping treatment too early may result in 

an unfavourable outcome.the desired outcome (=the one you want) They failed to 
achieve the desired outcome.a happy outcome (=a good result, especially one that 

makes everyone happy) Adopting a child does not always have a happy outcome.the 
same outcome They repeated the experiment on three occasions, each time with the 
same outcome.a different outcome Let’s hope that this time there is a different 

outcome.a logical outcome The war was the logical outcome of this aggressive 
policy.the long-term/short-term outcome The long-term outcome is 
unpredictable.VERBShave a ... outcome The meeting had a very 

satisfactory outcome.produce a ... outcome How many of those 
measures produced the desired outcome?achieve a ... outcome They are willing to 
work with us to achieve a successful outcome.affect/influence the outcome Did 

media reports affect the outcome of the trial?decide/determine the outcome (=be 
the thing that causes the final result) It is their votes that 
will determine the outcome of the election.predict the outcome It is too early 

to predict the final outcome of the survey.await the outcome They 
are awaiting the outcome of an appeal against the decision.PREPOSITIONSthe 
outcome of sth The outcome of the election was announced the following day. 

outdated /ˌaʊtˈdeɪtɪd◂/ adjective  THESAURUS > old-fashioned 

outdoor adjective  outside or for use outsideNOUNSan outdoor pool The hotel 

has an outdoor swimming pool.an outdoor market You can buy almost anything at 

the outdoor market.an outdoor concert He thrilled fans at a huge outdoor concert in 
New York.the outdoor life If you like the outdoor life, a cycling holiday is for 
you.outdoor activities/pursuits My favourite outdoor pursuits are golf and horse-

riding.outdoor clothing Bring outdoor clothing including a raincoat and walking 
shoes.outdoor shoes At some schools, you need indoor shoes and outdoor 
shoes.outdoor work She hates gardening and other outdoor work. 

outgoings noun  THESAURUS > spending 

outlay noun  THESAURUS > spending 

outline /ˈaʊtlaɪn/ noun  1. the main ideas or facts about something, without the 

detailsADJECTIVESa broad/general outline The report gives a broad outline of the 

company’s plans.a basic outline I remembered the basic outline of the story, but not 
how it ended.a brief outline Each chapter begins with a brief outline of the topics 
covered.a rough outline (=not exact) Thompson gave me a rough outline of what had 

happened at the previous meeting.a clear outline The booklet gives a clear outline of 
the school’s philosophy.a vague outline (=not clear) In his speech, the new president 
gave only a vague outline of his future policies.the bare outline (=with no details at 

all) The book gives readers only the bare outline of Milton’s life.VERBSgive (sb) an 
outline The leaflet gives you an outline of the Party’s main policies.provide an 
outline The first chapter provides an outline of the theory of 

evolution.PREPOSITIONSan outline of sth He begins with a brief outline of the aims of 
the research.in outline A plan has been agreed in outline.2. the line around the edge 
of something that you can seeADJECTIVESa vague/dim outline (=difficult to see) I 

could just see the vague outline of a house.a clear/sharp outline From the air, 
the clear outlines of bombed buildings can be seen.VERBSdraw/sketch the outline of 
sth First, I draw the outline of the leaf on paper. 
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outlook /ˈaʊtlʊk/ noun  1. your general attitude to life and the 

worldADJECTIVESa positive outlook (=generally happy and hopeful) Despite her 
health problems, she has a positive outlook.a negative outlook (=generally unhappy 
and not hopeful) He seems to have rather a negative outlook on life.an optimistic 

outlook (=believing that good things will happen) Jackie is maintaining an optimistic 
outlook for the future.a pessimistic outlook (=believing that bad things will 
happen) This pessimistic outlook is characteristic of depressed people.a new/fresh 

outlook New experiences can bring about a fresh outlook on life.a wider/broader 
outlook (=a greater knowledge or understanding of different things) Education should 
give students a broader outlook.sb’s mental outlook (=how you feel about the things 

in your life) Exercise can help improve your mental outlook.sb’s political 
outlook They were very conservative in their political outlook.sb’s moral 
outlook (=beliefs about what is right and wrong) People’s moral outlook depends to a 

large extent on their upbringing.sb’s religious outlook The Puritans’ religious 
outlook affected every aspect of their lives.VERBShave a ... outlook He has quite a 
negative outlook on the future.give sb a ... outlook June’s new job gave her a 

fresh outlook.change sb’s outlook None of my arguments 
could change his outlook.sb’s outlook changes None of my arguments 

could change his outlook. | My outlook has changed since I left university.broaden 
sb’s outlook (=make them know or accept more things) Being at 
university broadened my outlook.PREPOSITIONSsb’s outlook on sth Since then, I’ve 

changed my outlook on things.PHRASESsb’s outlook on life Their marriage was happy 
because they had a similar outlook on life.2. what is expected to happen in the 
futureADJECTIVESthe economic/financial outlook There is concern over the 

global economic outlook.the general outlook The general outlook remains gloomy.the 
long-term/short-term outlook They believe the long-term outlook is good.the 
outlook is bleak/gloomy/grim (=things are likely to be bad) With all these 

problems, the outlook for the company seemed bleak.the outlook is good Everything 
has returned to normal and the outlook is good.the outlook is rosy/bright (=things 
are likely to be good) He replied optimistically that the outlook was still bright.the 

outlook is encouraging (=things are fairly likely to be good) He is still very sick, but 
on the whole the outlook is encouraging.the outlook is uncertain The outlook for the 
store remains uncertain.VERBSthe outlook improves The country’s 

economic outlook is improving.the outlook worsens The outlook for employment 
has worsened as a result of the recession.PREPOSITIONSthe outlook for 
sth/sb The outlook for the farming industry is gloomy. 

out-of-date / ˌaʊt əv ˈdeɪt/ adjective  THESAURUS > old-fashioned 

output /ˈaʊtpʊt/ noun  the amount of goods or work 

producedADJECTIVES/NOUNS + outputtotal output The company’s total output of steel 
was 33. 95 million tons.annual output (=in a year) The vineyard’s annual output is 

around 30,000 bottles of wine.a high/large output More efficient factories lead 
to higher outputs.a low/small output The output at the coal mine is low compared to 
other mines.national/world output (=the total output in a country or the 

world) National output has increased by 2%. | China and India account for over half 
of world output.industrial output There has been a big fall in industrial 
output.manufacturing output Manufacturing output fell by 4 per cent during 

2012.economic output How do you measure a country’s economic 
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output?agricultural output Reduced agricultural output means that sales of fertilizer 

will also reduce.VERBSoutput rises/grows Grain output rose by 6%.output 
falls Output has fallen sharply recently.affect output The weather 

can affect agricultural output.expand/raise/increase output The factory is looking at 
ways to expand output.reduce output The strike reduced total coal output by a 
third.PREPOSITIONSoutput of sth The publishing company has an output of 850 books 

per year.PHRASESa drop/fall in output There was an immediate drop in output.a 
rise/increase/growth in output There could be a fall in prices and a rise in output.a 
level of output This has no effect on the level of output. 

outraged adjective THESAURUS > angry 

outside /aʊtˈsaɪd/ adverb preposition  not inside a building: There is someone 

outside the house.VERBSgo outside We went outside to see what was happening.wait 

outside Could you wait outside please?stand outside Several people were standing in 
the hallway outside of his room.play outside Go and play outside.look outside I 
opened the door and looked outside.meet sb outside I’ll meet you outside the theatre 

at two o’clock.PHRASESit is dark/light outside When we got up, it was still dark 

outside.THESAURUS: outsideoutoutside – used mainly in the following 

phrases:Some old people are too scared to go out. | I can hear somebody out  

there. | Don’t stand out in the rain – come inside. | We slept out under the 

stars.outdoors/out of doorsaway from buildings and in the open air – used 

especially when talking about pleasant or healthy things you do outside:In the 

summer, we like to eat outdoors. | Kids should spend as much time out of doors as  

possible.in the open airoutside where the air is fresh:It’s good to be out in the open 

air. | Leave the wood to dry slowly in the open air.al frescooutside – used when 

talking about eating outside:We prefer to dine al fresco (=eat outside).  

outspoken /aʊtˈspəʊkən $ -ˈspoʊ-/ adjective  THESAURUS > honest 

outstanding adjective  THESAURUS > excellent 

oven noun  a piece of equipment for cooking food, or the part of this equipment 

that has a door and in which you cook foodVERBSput/place sth in the 
oven Sue put the cookies in the oven.put/turn the oven on As soon as I got home, 

I put the oven on.take sth out of the oven also remove sth from the 
oven formal When do we take the pizzas out of the oven?put sth back in the 
oven also return sth to the oven formal Remove the foil from the chicken, 

then return it to the oven.turn the oven up/down This meat isn’t cooking – you need 
to turn up the oven. | I turned the oven down to 100 degrees.turn the oven off Don’t 
forget to turn the oven off.preheat the oven (=allow it to reach a particular 

temperature before you put something in) Preheat the oven to 200 degrees C.an oven 
heats up The red light goes off when the oven has heated up.an oven cools 
down This oven takes a long time to cool down.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + ovena hot 

oven Cook the pie in a hot oven.a moderate oven (=fairly but not extremely 
hot) Bake the cake in a moderate oven for about 45 minutes.a warm/low oven (=not 
hot) To keep the bacon warm, cover it and put it in a warm oven. | The fruit can be 

dried in a low oven.a gas/electric/microwave oven Gas ovens heat up more quickly 
than electric ones.a conventional oven (=a gas or electric oven, not a microwave 
oven) What is the difference between a microwave and a conventional oven?a fan 
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oven BrE (=containing a fan that moves the air around inside, so it gets hotter) Set the 

temperature to 180 degrees, or 160 degrees for a fan oven.the main oven (=the 
larger part of an oven, when there is more than one) The main oven has a window in 

the door.the top oven (=the top part of an oven, when there is more than one) He 
warmed the plates up in the top oven.oven + NOUNSthe oven 
temperature/setting You have to lower the oven temperature towards the end of 

cooking. | Reduce the oven setting to Gas Mark 5.an oven door I was cleaning the 
inside of the oven door.an oven shelf/rack She had to remove the top oven shelf to 
fit the chicken in.oven gloves/mitts (=to stop you burning your hands) If you don’t 

use oven gloves, you will burn your hands.an oven dish Make the dessert in a 
large oven dish.oven cleaner Spray oven cleaner all over the inside of the 
oven.PREPOSITIONSin the oven There’s a chicken in the oven. | We cook most of our 

meals in the oven.THESAURUS: ovencookera British word for the piece of  

kitchen equipment in which or on which you cook food:They sell electrical equipment  

such as cookers and refrigerators. | The leak was coming from their gas cooker. | A 

pan of water was boiling away on the cooker.stovethe American word for cooker. It is  

also used in British English but is slightly old-fashioned and is usually used when 

talking about cooking things on top of the equipment, in saucepans:They had no 

furniture, no kitchen stove, and no bathroom. | She put the saucepan back on the 

stove.microwave also microwave ovena type of oven that cooks food very quickly  

using very short electric waves instead of heat:She warmed my dinner up in the 

microwave. | They eat a lot of pre-prepared microwave meals.barbecuea piece of  

equipment for cooking food outdoors, especially food such as sausages and 

burgers:It’s time to light the barbecue. | Put some more chicken legs on the barbecue.  

overcast adjective  THESAURUS > cloudy 

overcome verb  to successfully deal with a problemNOUNSovercome a 

problem/difficulty How did you overcome the problem of lack of space?overcome an 
obstacle/hurdle/barrier (=something that is preventing you from doing 

something) Overcoming great obstacles, Mary got a degree.overcome a 
disadvantage She was born poor and disabled, 
but overcame her disadvantages.overcome resistance/opposition They had 

to overcome considerable resistance before starting the building project.overcome 
prejudice/discrimination All his life, he struggled 

to overcome racial prejudice.overcome adversity (=deal with a very bad or difficult 
situation) This is an inspiring story of how one man overcame adversity.overcome 
your fear The course helps you overcome your fear of flying.overcome the urge to 

do sth (=not do something you have a strong desire to do) She tried to overcome the 
urge to laugh.overcome your nerves (=manage to do something even though you 
are worried or frightened) He overcame his nerves and jumped out of the 

plane.overcome your shyness Some children find it difficult to overcome their 
shyness and do not like speaking in public.overcome the odds (=manage to do 
something that seemed very unlikely) They overcame the odds to win 2-

1.ADVERBSovercome sth easily This problem can be easily overcome.overcome sth 
quickly He quickly overcame all resistance.overcome sth successfully During her life 
she has successfully overcome many obstacles.partially overcome sth The problem of 
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itchy skin can be partially overcome by using a moisturising cream.finally/eventually 

overcome sth How did you eventually overcome your fear of public 
speaking?VERBStry/attempt to overcome sth She tried to overcome the urge to 

scream.struggle to overcome sth He was struggling to overcome his nerves.manage 
to overcome sth/succeed in overcoming sth It’s amazing how he has managed to 
overcome so many obstacles in his life.help to overcome sth Yoga can help to 

overcome stress problems. 

overcrowded adjective  THESAURUS > crowded 

overdose noun  a situation in which someone takes too much of a 

drugVERBStake an overdose She was so depressed she took an overdose.die 
of/from an overdose He died of a drugs overdose.give sb an overdose The 

terminally ill patient was given an overdose of morphine.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ overdosea drugs overdose He took a drugs overdose because he was worried about 
his exams.a massive overdose He killed himself with a massive overdose of 

paracetamol.a fatal overdose An overdose of the drug could be fatal.an accidental 
overdose I assumed that his death was due to an accidental overdose. 

overdraft noun  money you owe to a bank when you have spent more money 

than you had in your accountVERBShave an overdraft The firm had never had an 
overdraft.run up an overdraft (=get one over a period of time) When she was at 

college, she ran up a huge overdraft.apply for an overdraft Fill in this form to apply 
for an overdraft.arrange/agree an overdraft It may be sensible to arrange a 
temporary overdraft. | If you have not agreed an overdraft, your bank may not pay any 

cheque you issue.refuse sb an overdraft Why was she refused an overdraft?pay 
off/repay an overdraft It took me a year to pay off my overdraft.increase/extend 
an overdraft (=agree that you can spend more) He persuaded the bank manager 

to extend his overdraft.go over an overdraft also exceed an 
overdraft formal (=spend more than has been agreed) Your bank will charge you if 
you go over your overdraft.renew an overdraft You have 

to renew your overdraft every year.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + overdrafta bank 
overdraft They are allowed a bank overdraft of £250.a big/huge overdraft We 
ended up with no money and a big overdraft.a 1,000 euro/£500 etc overdraft He 

left university with a £5,000 overdraft.a free overdraft (=with no interest or other 
charges) Students get a free overdraft.a temporary overdraft The bank arranged 

a temporary overdraft until I was paid.an agreed/authorized/pre-arranged 
overdraft (=one that has been agreed by your bank) The authorised overdraft interest 
rate is usually cheaper than personal loan rates.an unauthorized overdraft (=one 

that has not been agreed by your bank) An unauthorized overdraft can cost you a lot of 
money.overdraft + NOUNSan overdraft limit Try not to go over your overdraft 
limit.overdraft charges (=money you pay to have an overdraft) He had to pay £100 

in overdraft charges.an overdraft facility (=an agreement with a bank to have an 
overdraft) Many students have an overdraft facility. 

overestimate AC /ˌəʊvərˈestəmeɪt, ˌəʊvərˈestɪmeɪt $ ˌoʊ-/ verb  to think that 

something is bigger, better, more important etc than it really isADVERBSseriously 

overestimate sth (=by a large amount) We seriously overestimated how much money 
we had available.massively/grossly/vastly etc overestimate sth (=by a very large 
amount) Western countries massively overestimated the extent of the 

problem.consistently overestimate sth (=continue to overestimate something) The 
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US has consistently overestimated the military strength of its 

opponents.NOUNSoverestimate the size/number/extent etc of sth The organizers 
of the games admitted that they had overestimated the number of 

visitors.overestimate the importance of sth/sb It would be hard 
to overestimate her importance as an American writer.overestimate sb’s ability He 
said he initially overestimated his ability as a film maker.PHRASESsth cannot be 

overestimated also sth can hardly be overestimated (=used when emphasizing 
that something is very important) His influence on rock music cannot be 
overestimated. | The importance of good medical care can hardly be overestimated.it is 

hard/difficult to overestimate sth (=used when emphasizing that something is very 
important) It is hard to overestimate the effect the war has had on these children.it is 
easy to overestimate sth (=used when saying that something is not as important as 

some people think) It is easy to overestimate the effect of prison on 
criminals.ANTONYMS → underestimate 

overheads /ˈəʊvəhedz/ nounTHESAURUS > spending 

overjoyed /ˌəʊvəˈdʒɔɪd $ ˌoʊvər-/ adjective  THESAURUS > happy 

overseas adjective  THESAURUS > foreign 

overtime /ˈəʊvətaɪm $ ˈoʊvər-/ noun  time that you spend working in your job 

in addition to your normal hours, that is usually paid at a higher rateVERBSwork 
overtime He’s been working a lot of overtime.do overtime (=work 
overtime) I did three hours overtime yesterday.put in overtime (=work overtime) To 

earn enough money, he puts in a lot of overtime.earn overtime (=earn extra money 
for working overtime) The bar was very busy in the summer, and we could earn 
overtime.pay (sb) overtime (=pay extra money to people who work overtime) The 

company could not afford to pay overtime. | A spokesman said police were paid 
overtime to look after prisoners.ADJECTIVESpaid/unpaid overtime Many teachers do 
a lot of unpaid overtime.overtime + NOUNSovertime pay/payments/earnings The 

salary figure does not include overtime pay.overtime rates (=the set amounts of 
money that are paid for overtime) Generous overtime rates are paid for weekend 
work.PREPOSITIONSon overtime They knew I was keen to earn extra money on 

overtime. 

overview /ˈəʊvəvjuː $ ˈoʊvər-/ noun  a general description or idea of a subject 

or situationADJECTIVESa brief/quick overview It is useful to give a brief overview of 

the work done so far.a broad/general overview This chapter gives a broad 
overview of accounting practices in the UK.a detailed overview (=with a lot of 
information) A detailed overview of the research in this field has been published.a 

comprehensive/complete overview (=including all the important things) She offers 
us the most comprehensive overview of Leibniz’s work available today.a historical 
overview The book gives a historical overview of the 

revolution.VERBSgive/provide/offer an overview The report provides an overview of 
the recent policy changes.have an overview Find someone who has an overview of 
the situation.get/gain an overview I wanted to get an overview of the main 

environmental concerns.take an overview In business, you take an overview of a 
problem and then try to come up with solutions. 

overweight /ˌəʊvəˈweɪt◂ $ ˌoʊvər-/ adjective  too heavy and 

fatADVERBSslightly overweight/a little overweight also a bit overweight BrE He 
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had started going to the gym because he was slightly overweight.seriously/heavily 

overweight (=very overweight) Being seriously overweight doubles the risk of heart 
disease.grossly overweight disapproving (=extremely overweight) The vet said the 

dog was grossly overweight.PHRASES5 kilos/20 pounds etc overweight I’m 

about 15 pounds overweight.THESAURUS: overweight→ fat1 (1)  

owe /əʊ $ oʊ/ verb  to need to pay someone for something that they have done 

for you or sold to you, or to need to give someone back money that they have lent 
you: I owe my brother $50.PREPOSITIONSowe sth to sb He paid back the money 
he owed to the company.owe sb for sth I still owe you for the taxi.PHRASESHow 

much do I owe you for sth? (=often used when saying that you want to pay 

someone for something) How much do I owe you for the drinks?THESAURUS: 

owebe in debtto owe money, especially to several different companies – used when 

talking about a person’s financial situation:She hates being in debt. | We 

started getting deeper and deeper into debt. | The firm was heavily in debt (=it owed a  

lot of money).be overdrawnto owe an amount of money to your bank because you 

have taken more money out of an account than you have put in:He received a letter  

saying he was overdrawn. | The bank charged me even though I was only a few pence 

overdrawn.have an overdraftto be overdrawn, with the agreement of your  

bank:When I finished college I had a big overdraft.be in the red informalto have spent  

more money than you have:The firm is £190,000,000 in the red.  

owl /aʊl/ noun  a bird with large eyes that hunts at nightVERBSan owl 

hoots/screeches (=makes a sound) She heard an owl hoot in the garden.an owl 

hunts Owls hunt at night.an owl nests somewhere They are 
encouraging owls to nest in the woods.an owl roosts somewhere (=it rests or 
sleeps) I saw an owl roosting on a fence post.an owl flies An owl flew out of the 

forest.PHRASESthe hoot of an owl Not even the hoot of an owl disturbed the silence.a 
species of owl also an owl species Two species of owl are seen regularly in Central 

Park.an owl’s prey These birds are the owl’s potential prey. There are many different  

types of owl, such as the barn owl, the tawny owl, and the eagle owl.  

own /əʊn $ oʊn/ verb [T not in progressive]  if you own something, it legally 

belongs to you: You need to get permission from the farmer who owns the land. They 

own shares in the company.ADVERBSprivately-owned (=not owned by the 
government) The hospital is run by a privately-owned company.state-owned (=owned 
by the government) State-owned industries tend to be very inefficient.PHRASESown 

your own... Many more people now own their own homes.PREPOSITIONSsth is owned 

by sb The building is owned by the local council.THESAURUS: ownhaveto own 

something – used when focussing on the fact that someone has the use of something,  

rather than the fact that they legally own it:How many students have a cell phone? | I  

wish I had a sports car.possess formalto own something:It is illegal to possess a  

firearm in Britain without a licence. | I don’t even possess a smart suit!belong to 

sb/sthif something belongs to you, you own it:The ring belonged to my 
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grandmother.holdto own shares in a company:One man holds a third of the company’s  

shares.be the property of sb/sth formalto be owned by someone – written on signs,  

labels etc:This camera is the property of the BBC.  

owner /ˈəʊnə $ ˈoʊnər/ noun  someone who owns somethingADJECTIVESthe 

new owner The new owners of the house want to add another bedroom.the 
present/current owner The painting was sold to its present owner in 1984.a 
previous/former owner The trees had been planted in the garden by a previous 

owner.the original owner The bed was specially made for its original owner.the legal 
owner You cannot sell the property because you are not the legal owner.the proud 
owner of sth I am now the proud owner of a piano.the rightful owner The stolen 

necklace will be returned to its rightful owner.joint owners He and his wife are joint 
owners of the house.the sole owner (=the only owner) She is the sole owner of the 
business.a part owner Bush was formerly part owner of the Rangers baseball team.a 

private owner (=a person, not an organization, who owns something) Not many of his 
paintings are still in the hands of private owners.NOUNS + ownera car/home/dog etc 
owner Dog owners should make sure that their pets are properly 

trained.PREPOSITIONSthe owner of sth The owner of the land does not wish to sell 
it.PHRASESthe owner’s permission/consent He admitted taking the car without the 

owner’s permission. 

ownership /ˈəʊnəʃɪp $ ˈoʊnər-/ noun  if you have ownership of something, it 

officially belongs to youADJECTIVES/NOUNS + ownershipshared/joint ownership The 
brothers have joint ownership of the farm.sole ownership (=not shared with anyone 

else) The company will take over sole ownership of Inerox.full ownership (=complete 
ownership) News Corp took full ownership of the TV station in March.private 
ownership (=not owned by the government) The mine was returned to private 

ownership in 2010.public/state ownership (=owned by the government) He 
opposed state ownership of major industries.foreign ownership Workers at the 
factory worry that foreign ownership may put their jobs at risk.legal ownership The 

family claimed legal ownership of the house.outright ownership (=complete 
ownership, so that you have all the legal rights to something) In some countries, the 
law bans foreigners from outright ownership of residential property.home 

ownership (=when people own the place where they live, rather than rent it) In the 
last 50 years, home ownership has increased.land ownership The Native Americans 

had no concept of land ownership.gun ownership Gun ownership is much higher in 
the US than in Britain.share ownership (=of shares in a company) The tax breaks 
were designed to encourage share ownership.VERBShave ownership of sth My wife 

and I have joint ownership of the house.take ownership of sth also assume 
ownership of sth formal (=start to own something) Legal documents show that 
he took ownership of the land in 1995.retain ownership (of sth) (=continue to own 

something) Hawkins retained ownership until 2006.claim ownership (of sth) (=say 
that you own something) Several different groups claim ownership of the land.transfer 
ownership (=legally give something you own to someone else) In 2008, 

he transferred the ownership of his boat to his son.ownership passes to 
sb Ownership will pass to you when the contract is signed.PREPOSITIONSownership of 
sth There was a dispute over who had ownership of the property.in state/private etc 

ownership The percentage of homes in private ownership has increased to 
67%.under sb’s ownership (=used when saying that something is owned by a 
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particular person, company etc) Nowadays the factory operates under the ownership 

of British Aerospace.PHRASESa change of ownership The hotel improved following 
a change of ownership.transfer of ownership Transfer of ownership must be legally 

recorded.proof of ownership (=something that proves you own something) You’ll 
need a share certificate as proof of ownership.be under new ownership Now under 
new ownership, the club offers even better facilities. 

Letter P 

pace /peɪs/ noun  the speed at which something happens or the speed at which 

someone movesADJECTIVESa rapid/fast pace Some people are finding it hard to cope 
with the rapid pace of change.a slow pace The pace of life in the countryside 
is slower.a steady pace The economy was growing at a slow but steady pace.a brisk 

pace (=a fast speed) He set off for the station at a brisk pace.a 
frantic/hectic/furious pace (=a very fast speed) We worked at a hectic pace.a 
leisurely/unhurried/gentle pace (=a slow speed) The boy ran down the stairs, and 

John followed at a more leisurely pace.a glacial pace (=a very slow speed) The 
country is indeed changing, but at a glacial pace.a moderate pace Walk at a moderate 
pace for 45 minutes.VERBS + pacequicken/increase your pace (=go 

faster) He quickened his pace, longing to be home.increase/accelerate/quicken the 
pace of sth (=make something happen more quickly) The government seems 
committed to increasing the pace of reform.slacken/slow your pace (=go 

slower) Rose, exhausted with running, slackened her pace a little.slow the pace of 
sth (=make something happen more slowly) The agreement will do little 
to slow the pace of global warming.gather pace (=happen more quickly) Support for 

the campaign is gathering pace.keep up/maintain the pace (=continue to do 
something as quickly as before) Their society is changing but can it keep up the 
pace?set the pace (=go or do something faster, so that other people have to try to 

keep up with you) The race leaders set a fast pace.pace + VERBSthe pace 
quickens/accelerates The pace of change is quickening.the pace 

slows/slackens The pace of the film never slackens.PREPOSITIONSthe pace of 
sth The pace of change accelerated dramatically in the early 1980s. | The pace of 
development in computer graphics is amazing. | Some senior party figures favor a 

slower pace of reform.at a ... pace The race was run at 
a tremendous pace.PHRASESthe pace of life I like the relaxed pace of life on the 
island.at a snail’s pace (=very slowly) Reform is proceeding at a snail’s pace.at (a) 

breakneck pace (=extremely fast) The country’s economy grew at a breakneck 
pace.at your own pace (=at the pace that suits you) Each child is able to learn at his 
or her own pace.Don’t say in your own pace or on your own pace. 

 

pack1 /pæk/ noun  1. a set of things that have been put together for someone to 

use or buyNOUNS + packan information pack Students receive an information pack at 
the start of the course.a training pack The booklet is part of a training pack for 

teachers.a starter pack This starter pack contains all the things you need to start 
making chocolates yourself.VERBSa pack contains/includes sth The pack 

includes workbooks and a poster.PREPOSITIONSa pack of sth I ordered a pack of six 
young geranium plants.PHRASESin packs of three/four etc The fruit juices are sold in 
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packs of three.a six-pack/four-pack etc of beer He bought a six-pack of beer.2. a 

small container made of paper or plastic that something is sold inADJECTIVESa whole 
pack He smoked a whole pack of cigarettes.an empty pack Some people just throw 

the empty packs on the ground.PREPOSITIONSa pack of sth She went out to get 

a pack of chewing gum. This meaning of pack is more common in American English.  

In British English, people usually say packet. 3. a group – used about dogs, or about 

people who behave badly and in an uncontrolled wayPHRASESa pack of 
wolves/dogs He was attacked by a hungry pack of wolves.a pack of 

children A pack of noisy children ran past us.a pack of 
reporters/photographers The candidate was followed everywhere by a pack of 
reporters.a pack of thieves He described the bankers as a pack of thieves.the leader 

of the pack The leader of the pack is the strongest and most aggressive animal.hunt 
in packs These wild dogs hunt in packs. 

pack2 verb  THESAURUS > fill 

package /ˈpækɪdʒ/ noun  1. something wrapped in paper or packed in a box, 

and then sent by mail or deliveredVERBSsend (sb) a 
package I sent the package yesterday.post a package BrE mail a package AmE I 

wanted to mail a package home to my family.deliver a 
package The package was delivered to the wrong address.wrap a package She gave 
me a little package wrapped in brown paper.get/receive a 

package I got a package in the mail a few days ago.open a package Eagerly, 
he opened the package.a package contains sth The package contained a watch and a 
gold ring.ADJECTIVESa small/little package She handed over the small package.a 

large/bulky package He wondered what was in the strange bulky package. In British  

English, people often say parcel instead of package. 2. a set of suggestions, 

services, computer programs etcADJECTIVESan attractive package The position 
carries with it an attractive benefits package.a generous package The company 

offered him a generous relocation package.a good/excellent package I think he has 
put together a good package.a complete/total/whole package The company 
provides a complete package tailored to meet individual requirements.an 

economic/financial package The government must deliver an effective economic 
package.NOUNS + packagean aid package Last month, Congress approved a $100 
million aid package for the country.a compensation package The police force has 

agreed to pay a £1 million compensation package to an officer who suffered 
discrimination.a rescue package (=one to help a country, company etc in financial 
difficulties) They hope the rescue package will save jobs at the firm’s five factories.a 

redundancy/severance package (=one offered to someone who is made to leave 
their job) There is a very generous severance package.a software package There are 
many software packages available which have graphics facilities.package + NOUNSa 

package deal Find a package deal that comes closest to offering all the activities you 
want.a package tour also a package holiday BrE (=one with the travel and 
accommodation arranged by one company) Over 70 percent of British adults had been 

abroad, mostly on package holidays.VERBSa package includes/contains 
sth The package includes accommodation, meals, activities, and transport.put 
together/create a package The Law Society has put together a package of 
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proposals.offer sb a package The rest of the staff will be offered a 

redundancy package.provide a package We provide a complete package of 
services.announce a package The Chancellor will be announcing a package of 

measures later this afternoon.buy a package There’s no need to buy the most 
complicated software package.PHRASESa package of measures The government 
agreed a package of economic measures in May 1991.a package of 

proposals Their package of proposals for constitutional change is being considered.a 
package of reforms The minister introduced a package of reforms.a package of 
incentives Developers were offering a package of incentives in an attempt to attract 

buyers.part of a package As part of her employment package, Lindsay gets private 
medical insurance.PREPOSITIONSa package of sth He proposed a package of tax 
changes. 

packed /pækt/ adjective  THESAURUS > crowded, full (1) 

packet /ˈpækət, ˈpækɪt/ noun  BrE a container made of paper, plastic, or 

cardboard that something is sold inNOUNS + packeta cereal/crisp/cigarette/seed 
packet She read the list of ingredients on the cereal packet.ADJECTIVESa small/big 

packet Many mothers prefer to give children a small packet of raisins as a snack.an 
empty packet He tossed the empty packet into the bin.VERBSopen a 
packet He opened the packet of biscuits.PREPOSITIONSa packet of sth I lunched on a 

cheese roll and a packet of crisps.in a packet He offered her the last sweet in the 

packet. This meaning of packet is used in British English. In American English, people  

say pack or package.  

pact /pækt/ noun  an agreement between groups, countries, or people to do 

somethingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + pacta trade pact The US and Canada agreed to 

a trade pact.a peace pact/non-aggression pact The country has changed greatly 
since the peace pact was signed.a military pact The two countries entered into 
a military pact.a defence/security pact Six Gulf states signed their region’s 

first defence pact.a suicide pact (=when two or more people decide to kill themselves 
together) Kelly died with her lover in a suicide pact.a nuclear pact The nuclear 
pact would allow US reactor sales to China.an electoral pact He was critical of 

the electoral pact between the Conservatives and Liberal Democrats.a bilateral 
pact formal (=between two countries or groups) Both countries are hopeful that 
a bilateral pact can be signed next week.VERBSsign a pact Britain and 

France signed a pact to build a new generation of nuclear power stations.make a 
pact Jason and I made a pact that we wouldn’t tell anyone about our secret.agree (to) 
a pact also enter (into) a pact formal The management and the 

unions agreed a pact to end the dispute.break a pact By resigning, 
he broke a pact which all ministers had signed.PREPOSITIONSa pact with 
sb/sth There is little support for a pact with the Republicans.a pact between sb/sth 

and sb/sth About 50,000 troops are based in Japan under a security pact 
between Japan and the US.a pact on sth The pact on climate change will do little to 
stop global warming.under a pact Under the new pact, Australia and the Philippines 

could organize joint military exercises.PHRASESthe conditions/terms of a pact The 
terms of the pact are still under negotiation. 
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page /peɪdʒ/ noun  one side of a piece of paper in a book, newspaper etc, or the 

sheet of paper itselfADJECTIVESthe first/last page The last page of the diary had 
been torn out.the next/previous page I glanced back to the previous page. | The 
article is on the next page.the opposite/facing page See the diagram on the opposite 

page.the left-hand/right-hand page The answers are on the right-hand page.the 
front/back page (=of a newspaper) Her picture was on the front page of every 
newspaper.the sports/arts/financial etc pages (=the part of a newspaper that 

deals with sport, art etc) He only ever reads the sports pages.a blank page (=with 
nothing on it) There were a couple of blank pages at the back of the book.a new/fresh 
page (=which has not yet been written on) Start each section of your essay on a new 

page.a full page There was a full page advertisement for the store in the ‘New York 
Times’.VERBSturn a page I turned the page in order to find out what happened 
next.turn to a page He got out his newspaper and turned to the 

letters page.flick/flip/leaf through the pages of sth (=turn them quickly) She 
was flicking through the pages of a magazine.see page 22/45 etc See page 12 for 
more details.sth jumps/leaps off the page (=is very noticeable) One 

mistake jumped off the page.PREPOSITIONSon a page Look at the table on 
page 5.over the page (=on the back of the page you are reading) The other winners 

are listed over the page.PHRASESthe top of the page Write your name at the top of 
the page.the bottom/foot of the page See the note at the bottom of page 38. 

pain /peɪn/ noun  the feeling you have when part of your body 

hurtsADJECTIVESgreat/considerable pain also a lot of pain He was in great pain, 

but he managed to say a few words.Don’t say big pain.a terrible/awful pain I woke 
up with a terrible pain in my side.severe/intense pain also acute pain formal Ever 
since the accident, Mike has suffered from severe back pain.excruciating pain (=very 

severe) The pain was excruciating and I couldn’t walk.bad pain That night, 
the pain was really bad.constant pain also chronic pain formal (=continuing 
pain) Many of the elderly patients suffer chronic pain.a slight pain I just have a slight 

pain in my shoulder.a sharp pain (=short but severe) She felt a sharp pain in the back 
of her throat.a dull pain (=a slight but continuous pain) There had been a dull pain in 
his belly all day.a nagging pain (=a slight pain that is felt often) Rob felt fine, apart 

from a nagging pain in his left wrist.a shooting pain (=a severe pain that goes from 
one part of your body to another) I kept getting shooting pains all down my leg.a 

throbbing pain (=a pain that has a regular beat) She woke with a throbbing pain in 
her head.a searing pain (=a sudden, very severe pain) His elbow struck the side of 
the table, sending a searing pain through his arm.abdominal pain Several of the 

hotel’s guests had persistent abdominal pain and diarrhoea.physical pain He couldn’t 
stand physical pain.NOUNS + painback/chest/stomach etc pain Many people suffer 
from back pain.labour pains BrE labor pains AmE (=when a woman is having a 

baby) Becky was at work when labour pains began.VERBS + painhave a pain I have a 
terrible pain in my stomach.feel pain also experience pain formal The dentist told me 
that I wouldn’t feel any pain. | Animals caught in the trap experience great pain before 

they die.suffer (from) pain She suffers from pain in her legs.relieve/ease 
pain also alleviate pain formal (=make it less severe) Exercise can help 
to relieve lower back pain.complain of pain (=say that you have a pain in a part of 

your body) He was sent to hospital after complaining of chest pains.bear/endure 
pain She couldn’t bear the pain any longer.cause pain The disease 
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can cause severe pain.inflict pain (=deliberately hurt someone) The guards 

enjoyed inflicting pain on the prisoners.give sb pain My shoulder was giving me 
tremendous pain.pain + VERBSthe pain gets worse If the pain gets any worse, see 

your doctor.the pain goes away also the pain subsides formal (=becomes less 
severe) He lay still until the pain had subsided to a dull ache.the pain comes and 
goes (=keeps starting and stopping) The pain comes and goes but it’s never too 

severe.pain shoots through you He drew in his breath sharply as pain shot 
through him.pain + NOUNSpain relief (=a drug or treatment that makes pain less 
severe) These drugs offer effective pain relief for the very sick.sb’s pain 

threshold (=their ability to bear pain) Everyone has a different pain 
threshold.PREPOSITIONSa pain in your arm/side/chest etc The pain in his arm grew 
worse.in pain The woman lying on the ground was obviously in pain. | She screamed 

out in pain.with pain He gasped with pain as the rock hit him.PHRASESaches and 
pains Everyone has a few aches and pains when they get older.a stab/spasm of 
pain (=a sudden sharp pain) He felt a stab of pain in his torn thigh muscle.a 

cry/shriek/gasp/groan etc of pain She jumped back with a cry of 

pain.THESAURUS: painachea continuous pain, especially one that is not very  

bad:I’ve got a bad stomach ache. | I felt an ache in my back after decorating all  

day. | People get more aches and pains as they get older. Ache is most commonly  

used in words such as headache, toothache, and backache: Driving gives me  

a headache. Do you have earache? twingea sudden slight pain that comes and then 

disappears quickly:When I bent down I felt a twinge in my back.discomfort formalan 

uncomfortable feeling in your body, or a slight pain:The procedure takes five minutes  

and only causes slight discomfort. | The patient was clearly in some discomfort. | You 

may experience a little discomfort after the operation.agonya feeling of great pain, or  

a situation in which you feel a lot of pain:the agony of childbirth | I was in agony by 

the time I got to the hospital. | It was agony getting up out of bed (=it was very  

painful).sufferingcontinuous physical or mental pain, which makes someone very  

unhappy:I just wanted someone to put an end to my suffering. | The news showed 

the suffering of the earthquake victims.  

painful /ˈpeɪnfəl/ adjective  1. causing physical 

painADVERBSextremely/incredibly/terribly painful Back problems can be incredibly 
painful.excruciatingly painful (=extremely painful – used for emphasis) The sting of 
this insect is excruciatingly painful.VERBSbe/feel painful His stomach felt painful and 

he was sweating a lot.NOUNSa painful condition An operation is often the only cure 
for this painful condition.a painful death He died a slow and painful death.a painful 
injury/wound Some players continue playing despite painful injuries.2. unpleasant or 

making you feel upsetADVERBSextremely/intensely/terribly painful It was an 
extremely painful decision to leave the house.unbearably painful My last conversation 
with him was unbearably painful.NOUNSa painful memory The photograph brought 

back painful memories.a painful experience Divorce is usually a painful experience.a 
painful process It was just part of the painful process of growing up.a painful 
time/period The country went through a painful period of adjustment.a painful 
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decision I made the painful decision to move far away from my family.a painful 

reminder Everything in the house was a painful reminder of the past.a painful 
lesson I learnt a painful lesson about investing money.the painful truth They wanted 

to keep the painful truth from their children.painful feelings/emotions Patients are 
encouraged to talk about their painful feelings.PREPOSITIONSpainful for/to sb The 
separation was painful for them. 

painless /ˈpeɪnləs/ adjective  1. not causing any painADVERBSrelatively 

painless People choose this operation because it is quick, relatively painless, and has 
reliable results.virtually painless (=almost painless) The treatment is said to be 
virtually painless.completely painless The whole procedure took 10–15 minutes and 

was completely painless.2. without any difficulties or problems – used especially when 
you expected something to be much worseADVERBSrelatively painless The 

negotiations were relatively painless and swift.THESAURUS: painless→ easy 

painstaking adjective  THESAURUS > careful 

paint /peɪnt/ noun  a coloured or white liquid that you put on a 

surfaceADJECTIVES/NOUNS + paintwhite/red/blue etc paint I decided to use white 
paint throughout the house.wet paint Careful – the paint is still wet.the paint is 

dry Make sure the paint is completely dry.fresh paint (=paint that has just been put 
on something) The place smelled of fresh paint and new carpets.thick/thin paint He 
dipped his paintbrush in the thick black paint.peeling/flaking paint (=starting to 

come off a surface because it is old) She lived in a gloomy old building with peeling 
paint on the walls.gloss paint (=paint that is shiny when it has dried)matt 
paint (=paint that is not shiny when it has dried)oil paint (=paint that contains 

oil)poster paint (=brightly coloured paint that contains no oil, used especially by 

children to paint pictures)spray paint (=paint that you spray from a can) Paint that  

you mix with water and use to paint pictures is called watercolour. VERBS + paintput 

paint on (sth) also apply paint formal Don’t put the paint on too thickly. | Clean the 
surface before applying the paint with a brush or roller.spray paint Vandals 

had sprayed paint all over the walls.strip paint off sth (=remove all the paint from a 
surface) We decided to strip the paint off the doors.scrape off/away paint Scrape 
off any loose or flaking paint.paint + VERBSpaint dries Wait for the paint to dry.paint 

peels/flakes (=pieces of paint come off) The paint was starting to peel off the window 
frame.PHRASESa can/tin/pot/tube of paint He had spilt a can of paint on the 
floor. | The artist had laid out his brushes and tubes of paint on a table.a coat of 

paint (=a layer of paint that is put on something) Walls usually need at least two coats 
of paint.give sth a lick of paint informal (=quickly paint something to make it look 
more attractive) All she needed to do to the kitchen was give it a lick of paint. 

painting /ˈpeɪntɪŋ/ noun  a painted pictureADJECTIVES/NOUNS + paintinga 

famous painting ‘The Night Watch’ is one of Rembrandt’s most famous paintings.an 
abstract painting I like the shapes he uses in his abstract paintings.a 

modern/contemporary painting The gallery has a collection of contemporary 
paintings.a wall painting (=one painted directly on a wall) He wanted to take a look at 
the wall paintings in the church.an oil painting (=one done using paints that contain 

oil) Turner did some oil paintings, but he often worked with watercolours.a 
cubist/impressionist/surrealist etc painting It was one of the first cubist 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1537] 

paintings.a beautiful painting He gazed at the beautiful painting.a fine painting The 

hotel is exquisitely furnished with antiques and fine paintings. A painting done using  

paints that you mix with water is usually called a watercolour, rather than  

a watercolour painting. VERBS + paintingdo a painting He did many paintings of 

the island.finish/complete a painting The painting was completed by Van Gogh in 

July 1890.work on a painting She was working on a painting of a horse.produce a 
painting He began to produce paintings with religious themes.exhibit a 
painting Her paintings have been exhibited all over the world.hang/display a 

painting She plans to hang the painting in her dining room.painting + VERBSa 
painting is of sb/sth The painting is of an old man holding a guitar.a painting 
shows sb/sth also a painting depicts sb/sth formal The painting shows a peaceful 

country scene.a painting hangs somewhere/is on show somewhere The painting 
hangs in the Louvre in Paris. | Both paintings are on show at the Whitworth Art Gallery, 
Manchester.PREPOSITIONSa painting of sb/sth On the wall was a large painting of a 

ship.a painting by sb We went to an exhibition of paintings by Jackson Pollock.in a 
painting Who is the woman in the painting? 

palace /ˈpæləs, ˈpælɪs/ noun  the official home of a king, queen, or other person 

of very high rankADJECTIVESa magnificent/great palace We visited Louis 
XIV’s magnificent palace at Versailles.a royal palace Henry III built a royal palace here 
in 1237.an imperial palace (=for an emperor) He will have a meeting with the 

Emperor Akihito at the Imperial Palace.a presidential palace (=for a 
president) Thousands of protesters were marching toward the presidential 
palace.palace + NOUNSthe palace grounds also the grounds of the palace A man 

was found hiding in the grounds of the palace.the palace gates A crowd of people 
were waiting outside the palace gates.the palace compound (=an area around a 
palace surrounded by a wall or fence) He stays mainly in his palace compound.a palace 

official A palace official said: “The king is shocked by this sad news.”the palace 
guard He was an officer of the Imperial Palace Guard.PREPOSITIONSin a palace The 
princess lived in a big palace.at the palace There will be a garden party in his 

honour at the palace. 

pale /peɪl/ adjective  1. a pale colour is not brightADJECTIVESpale 

blue/green/yellow etc He has very pale blue eyes.THESAURUS: palelighta 

light colour is not dark:His T-shirt was light green. | a light blue sweaterpastelpastel  

colours have a lot of white in them:The girls wore pastel pink sundresses. | The house 

is painted in pastel colours.fadedlight in colour because of being washed many times  

or affected by the sun:The curtains were old and faded. | a pair of faded 

jeansTHESAURUS: pale→ dim 

pan /pæn/ noun  1. a round metal container used for cooking, with a long handle 

and usually a lidADJECTIVES/NOUNS + pana hot pan When the pan is hot, put the 
burgers in.a large/small pan Melt the butter in a large pan.a heavy pan Put the 

sugar and water into a small, heavy pan.a non-stick pan (=one whose inside is 
covered with a special substance which food does not stick to)a frying pan (=a shallow 
pan used for cooking things in a little oil) Bacon was sizzling in a frying pan.a chip 
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pan BrE (=a deep pan for cooking things such as chips in a lot of oil)an 

iron/aluminium/copper/steel pan There were gleaming copper pans hanging on 
the wall.PREPOSITIONSa pan of sth A pan of potatoes was bubbling on the 

stove.PHRASESheat/cook sth in a pan Heat the olive oil in a pan.pots and pans She 

washed all the pots and pans.THESAURUS: pansaucepana deep round metal  

container used for cooking, with a long handle and usually a lid:She warmed the 

milk in a saucepan on the stove. | Bring a large saucepan of water to the boil. | He 

lifted all the saucepan lids to see what was for supper.pota container used for cooking  

which is round, deep, and usually made of metal:She was making a big pot  

of soup. | A cooking pot hung over the fire.woka wide metal container shaped like a  

bowl, used in Chinese cooking:I fried the chicken in a wok. | Heat the wok and add the 

oil.2. AmE a metal container used for baking or roasting things inNOUNS + pana 

baking/roasting pan Put the turkey in a large roasting pan.a cake/pie/loaf 
pan You will need a cake pan that is 9 inches square.ADJECTIVESa deep/shallow 

pan Bake the chilies in a shallow pan at 400 degrees.VERBSgrease a pan Grease two 

loaf pans. In British English, people say tin.  

panel AC /ˈpænl/ noun  1. a group of people who have been chosen to give 

advice or opinions on somethingPHRASESa panel of experts/judges/scientists A 
distinguished panel of experts will give their opinions on the issue.a member of a 
panel also a panel member I agree with the other members of the panel.the 

chairman/chair of a panel The chairman of the panel is appointed by the 
government.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + panelan international panel An international 
panel of scientists has warned that the drug may cause cancer.an independent 

panel They were chosen for the award by an independent panel of judges.an advisory 
panel He agreed with the advisory panel's conclusions.a selection panel The team will 
be picked by a selection panel.a judging panel (=one that judges a 

competition) The judging panel was impressed with the creativity of the entries.an 
interview panel She had to face an interview panel of three senior managers.a 
review panel The company set up a review panel to examine the factory’s 

safety.VERBS + panelset up a panel (=establish a panel) The Market Research Society 
has set up a panel to investigate.appoint a panel The 
government appointed a panel of food experts.sit on a panel (=be a member of a 

panel) Professor Turner was invited to sit on the panel.chair/head a panel (=be in 
charge of a panel) The advisory panel is chaired by Professor Michael Richards.panel + 

VERBSa panel is made up of sb The panel is made up of five independent legal 

experts.a panel includes sb The judging panel includes authors and critics.a panel 
meets The panel meets once every two weeks.panel + NOUNSa panel discussion The 
talk will be followed by a panel discussion on modern families.PREPOSITIONSon the 

panel There are three people on the panel.a panel on sth a report from the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change2. a flat piece of something which forms 
part of a door, wall, piece of furniture, or piece of equipmentADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ panela glass/wooden/metal panel The safe was hidden behind a wooden panel in 
the study.a door/wall/ceiling/fence panel The burglars had smashed one of 
the door panels.the front/back/side/central panel A key was taped to the back 
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panel of the drawer.VERBSslide a panel (back/open) A man slid back the 

glass panel and looked out at him enquiringly. 

panic /ˈpænɪk/ noun  a sudden strong feeling of fear or worry that makes you 

unable to think clearly or behave sensiblyADJECTIVESa big/huge panic There was 

a big panic about the virus last year.widespread panic (=among many people) The 
announcement caused widespread panic.growing/mounting/rising panic She 
quickly packed a bag, trying all the time to control her mounting 

panic.total/sheer/blind panic (=used when emphasizing that someone is very 
worried) A wave of total panic swept over her. | He ran to the library in blind 
panic.sudden panic Florrie exclaimed in sudden panic: “I’ve left my bag on the 

bus!”momentary panic (=panic that does not last long) Her momentary 
panic faded.mild panic (=a slight feeling of panic) There was a note of mild panic in 
her voice.VERBS + paniccause/create panic The 

earthquake caused widespread panic.feel panic When he got the phone call, he felt a 
sudden panic because he thought someone had died.get into a panic There is no need 
to get into a panic.throw/send sb into a panic (=make someone feel very 

worried) The question threw her into a panic.be seized with panic (=suddenly feel 
panic) The children were seized with panic and fled.panic + VERBSpanic breaks 

out (=it starts among a group of people) Suddenly, everything went dark and panic 
broke out.panic sets in (=it affects someone a lot) It was one hour before the 
performance, and already panic was starting to set in.panic ensues formal (=it 

happens as a result of something) Panic ensued as people ran out of the burning 
building.panic rises (=starts to affect someone) She felt panic rising within her.panic 
spreads (=it starts to affect more people) Panic spread as news of the invasion 

reached Paris.panic subsides (=it becomes less strong) Slowly, her panic 
subsided until she felt quite calm.panic + NOUNSa panic attack (=a sudden 
unreasonable feeling of panic) He had a panic attack in the street.PREPOSITIONSa 

panic about/over sth There was a panic about rising crime rates.in (a) panic When 
the earth started shaking, people fled their homes in panic.with panic I rushed 
around, shaking with panic.PHRASESin a state of panic My mother called me in a state 

of panic.a sense/feeling of panic She looked at him with a rising sense of panic.a 
wave/surge of panic (=a feeling of panic that you suddenly have) A sudden wave of 
panic overcame him.a moment of panic Just before going on stage, he experienced 

a moment of panic. 

paper /ˈpeɪpə $ -ər/ noun  1. material in the form of thin sheets that is used for 

writing on, wrapping things etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS + paperwriting paper Can you 

fetch me a piece of writing paper and a pen?plain paper (=with nothing written or 
printed on it) The package was wrapped in plain brown paper.wrapping 
paper (=paper for wrapping presents) He carefully removed the wrapping paper from 

his present.lined paper (=printed with horizontal lines, for writing) a note written 
on lined papertissue paper (=very thin soft paper used for wrapping things) All the 
clothes were wrapped in tissue paper.waste paper/wastepaper About 25,000 tons of 

waste paper are collected each year.recycled paper (=paper made from waste 

paper) The envelopes are made from 100 percent recycled paper. Notepaper is  

usually written as one word. paper + NOUNSa paper bag He was carrying his lunch in 

a brown paper bag.a paper towel/napkin/serviette She wiped up the spilt juice 
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with a paper towel.paper money The wedding guests give the bride and groom paper 

money.PHRASESa piece of paper Can I have another piece of paper?a sheet of 
paper Each recipe was written down on a separate sheet of paper.a scrap/slip of 

paper (=a small piece) He scribbled Pamela’s address on a scrap of paper.a pad of 
paper (=many sheets of paper fixed together at one edge) Chris took out a pad of 
paper and started writing.pen and paper Some writers still prefer to use pen and 

paper, not computers.put/get sth down on paper (=write it down) He is putting a 
few thoughts down on paper.2. a newspaperADJECTIVES/NOUNS + papera local 
paper You could try putting an advert in the local paper.a national paper The story 

had been in all the national papers.a daily paper Which of these daily papers do you 
usually read?a Sunday paper I only get a Sunday paper if I’ve got lots of spare 
time.an evening paper Ian usually buys an evening paper on his way home.a tabloid 

paper (=one with small pages, especially one without much serious news) Don’t 
believe everything you read in the tabloid papers.a broadsheet paper (=one with 
large pages, usually one containing serious news) Tabloid newspapers are usually about 

half the size of a broadsheet paper.a quality paper BrE (=one intended for educated 
readers) Readers of quality papers, such as the Telegraph and the Guardian, are mainly 
employed in professional jobs.paper + NOUNSa paper boy/girl (=a boy or girl who 

delivers newspapers) The paper boy was late this morning.a paper shop BrE She 
works in the paper shop in Deanery Street.PREPOSITIONSin the paper I read a review 

of the movie in the paper. Paper or newspaper?In everyday English, paper is much  

more common than newspaper. In some cases, though, you can only use one of  

these words.For example, you say a paper boy/girl, or a paper shop. (You do not  

use ‘newspaper’ in these phrases.)You say a newspaper article, a newspaper  

headline, and a newspaper editor. (You do not use ‘paper’ in these phrases.) 3. a 

piece of writing or a talk on a particular subject by someone who has made a study of 
itADJECTIVES/NOUNS + papera scientific/academic paper He has written six scientific 

papers on the topic of bird calls.a research paper I am writing a research paper on 
German names.a joint paper (=by two or more people) The result of their 
collaboration was a joint paper published in 1981.an influential/seminal 

paper (=one that is considered to be very important) He published 
numerous influential papers on evolution.VERBS + paperwrite a paper He 
has written several papers on the subject.give/present a paper (=give a 

talk) She gave a paper on Dickens’s early works at a conference in Minneapolis.publish 
a paper The paper was published in the journal ‘Nature’.submit a paper (=ask an 
academic magazine to publish it) We submitted our paper to three journals.paper + 

VERBSa paper examines/explores/describes etc sth This paper examines how 
attitudes to the environment have changed.a paper suggests sth The paper 
suggests several possible reasons for the decline.PREPOSITIONSa paper on sth She is 

the author of a paper on the behaviour of bees.in a paper He gives several 
examples in his paper. 

paperwork /ˈpeɪpəwɜːk $ -pərwɜːrk/ noun  documents, or work that involves 

writing or dealing with documentsVERBSdo some paperwork I stayed late at the office 
to do some paperwork.fill out/complete the paperwork (=write the correct things 
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on forms) She went down to the insurance office to fill out the paperwork.check the 

paperwork No one thought to check the paperwork thoroughly.deal 
with/handle/sort out the paperwork Small businesses do not have administrative 

staff to handle the paperwork.process the paperwork It can take days 
to process the paperwork required to move a load across the frontier.ADJECTIVESthe 
necessary paperwork He had failed to complete the necessary paperwork.the 

correct/proper/relevant paperwork The authorities will deal more strictly with 
immigrants who do not have the correct paperwork.endless paperwork Some 
teachers get fed up with the endless paperwork.tedious paperwork Why do we have 

to do all this tedious paperwork?routine paperwork If we cut down on routine 
paperwork, staff will be able to spend more time with customers.legal paperwork In 
some states, you don’t need to complete any legal paperwork when buying a 

gun.PHRASESa mountain/pile/stack of paperwork She had a mountain of 
paperwork to deal with.sth involves a lot of paperwork Police work involves a lot of 
paperwork these days.be drowning in paperwork (=have a lot of paperwork to deal 

with) People who work for local government feel they are drowning in paperwork. 

parade /pəˈreɪd/ noun  a celebration when people or vehicles move along while 

people watchADJECTIVES/NOUNS + paradea grand/big parade There will be a grand 

parade through the town.an annual parade The city’s annual Thanksgiving 
Day parade took place yesterday.a victory parade The team are looking forward to 
their victory parade through the streets of London.a military parade Soldiers from the 

Netherlands were expected to take part in the military parade.the opening 
parade The opening parade is one of the highlights of the tournament.a ticker-tape 
parade AmE (=one where pieces of paper are thrown from high buildings to welcome 

someone) The winning team were honored with a ticker-tape parade through the 
streets of New York.VERBShave/hold a parade An Easter parade will be held this 
weekend.march/take part in a parade Another band was picked to march 

in the parade. | Hundreds of dancers and musicians took part in the parade.watch a 
parade Everyone else was still watching the parade.lead the parade Veterans of the 
Pacific war led the parade.attend a parade More than twenty thousand 

people attend the parade every year.a parade takes place The parade will take 
place under strict security.parade + NOUNSthe parade route People were lined up 
along the parade route. 

paradise /ˈpærədaɪs/ noun  a place or situation that is extremely pleasant, 

beautiful, or enjoyableADJECTIVES/NOUNS + paradisea tropical paradise We spent two 
weeks in that beautiful tropical paradise.an island paradise Ischia is an island 

paradise in the Bay of Naples.a veritable paradise formal (=used to emphasize how 
good a place is) With its lush vegetation and beautiful beaches, the country is 
a veritable paradise.an unspoiled paradise The explorers discovered an unspoiled 

paradise.an earthly paradise The people lived happily in a sort of earthly 
paradise.PHRASESa paradise for children/walkers/divers etc The area is 
a paradise for walkers and bird watchers.a shopper’s/walker’s etc paradise New 

York is a shopper’s paradise.sb’s idea of paradise A weekend spent reading is 
my idea of paradise. 

paradox /ˈpærədɒks $ -dɑːks/ noun  a situation that seems strange because it 

involves two completely different ideas or featuresADJECTIVESthe 

great/central/ultimate paradox The great paradox of the information age is that we 
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have so many facts but very little useful knowledge.a strange/curious/interesting 

paradox There is a curious paradox in his argument.an apparent/seeming 
paradox (=one that seems to exist) How can we explain this apparent 

paradox?VERBSpresent/pose a paradox The figures present a paradox: the economy 
has improved but our international economic status has declined.create a 
paradox This created the paradox that a rule designed to increase justice actually 

prevented people from accessing it.explain/resolve/solve a paradox No one has so 
far managed to solve this paradox.a paradox lies in sth (=relates to something) In 
this arrangement lies a paradox.PHRASESbe something of a paradox (=be rather a 

paradox) It is something of a paradox that William Morris was concerned with helping 
the poor, but only very rich people could afford to buy his designs.a paradox at the 
heart of sth There is a paradox at the heart of Christianity. 

paragraph AC /ˈpærəɡrɑːf $ -ɡræf/ noun  part of a piece of writing which starts 

on a new line and contains at least one sentenceADJECTIVESthe first/opening 
paragraph She glanced at the opening paragraph of the article.the 
last/final/closing paragraph State your conclusion in the last paragraph of your 

essay.an introductory paragraph Write an introductory paragraph saying how you 
will approach the question.the following/next paragraph The issue of cost is 

discussed in the following paragraphs. | In the next paragraph, he contradicts what he 
has just said!the previous/preceding paragraph All the places mentioned in 
the previous paragraph are open to the public.a new paragraph I think you should 

start a new paragraph here.a short/long paragraph Include a short 
paragraph explaining why you are applying for the job.VERBSwrite a 
paragraph Write a paragraph describing one of the characters in the story.read a 

paragraph She had just read the last paragraph when the phone rang.PREPOSITIONSa 
paragraph about sth There was a paragraph about the incident in the local 
newspaper.in a paragraph The figures quoted in this paragraph may not be entirely 

accurate. 

parallel /ˈpærəlel/ noun  if there is a parallel between two things, they seem 

similar in some wayADJECTIVESa close parallel A close parallel exists between 
temperature patterns in east Canada and in Britain.an exact/direct parallel He drew 

a direct parallel between the events happening in the two countries.a 
clear/obvious/striking parallel There is a clear parallel between the two stories as 

both Jason and Theseus rely on help from a woman.an interesting/curious 
parallel This article draws an interesting parallel between the banking industry of the 
past and the shipping industry of today.a historical parallel He draws a historical 

parallel between the computer revolution and the invention of the printing 
press.VERBSdraw/make a parallel (=show that two things are similar in some 
way) The writer attempts to draw a parallel between the human brain and a 

computer.there is a parallel There is a parallel between the two films because they 
deal with similar themes.see/find a parallel Can you see a parallel between what 
happens in the story and your own life?PREPOSITIONSa parallel between sth and 

sth Parallels exist between the situations in Northern Ireland and the Middle East.a 
parallel with sth As I read the book, I found many parallels with my own experiences. 

parameters nouna set of fixed limits for doing 

somethingVERBSset/establish/determine/define the parameters (=decide what 
they are) You need to define the parameters of your research.change the 
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parameters The software manual explains how to change the parameters of the 

game.narrow/broaden the parameters (=make them narrower or broader) If 
you narrow the parameters of your search, the software will find what you want more 

quickly. | The company hopes to broaden the parameters of its business and move into 
new areas.choose the parameters The program lets you choose the parameters that 
meet your needs.ADJECTIVEScertain parameters The business has to operate 

within certain legal parameters.narrow/strict parameters The research was done 
within a set of narrow parameters.the following parameters (=used when you are 
about to say what the parameters are) The program allows the user to carry out a 

search using the following parameters.PREPOSITIONSwithin the parameters of 
sth We have to work within the parameters of time and budget.outside the 
parameters of sth This topic falls outside the parameters of the current discussion. 

paramount adjective  THESAURUS > important (1) 

 

paranoia noun  an unreasonable fear which stops you from trusting other 

people, because you are worried that they hate you and are trying to harm 
youVERBSsuffer from paranoia He suffered from paranoia for most of his adult 

life.cause paranoia A number of different medications and drugs can cause 
paranoia.fuel sb’s paranoia (=make it worse) Sleeping only 2 hours nightly appears 
to have fueled her paranoia.border/verge on paranoia (=be near to paranoia) He 

definitely was suspicious, verging on paranoia.be gripped by paranoia The country 
was gripped by paranoia and fear.paranoia creeps in (=people start to feel 

it) Paranoia gradually crept in and she eventually didn’t trust 
anyone.ADJECTIVESincreasing/growing paranoia Her parents were becoming 
concerned about her increasing paranoia.acute paranoia She goes through phases 

of acute paranoia.mere/pure paranoia (=just paranoia, not something that is 
real) Most of the things he worries about aren’t actually happening – it’s pure 
paranoia.PREPOSITIONSparanoia about sth There was a lot of paranoia about the 

disease.paranoia among sb The government was criticized for spreading paranoia 
among the population.PHRASESa feeling/sense of paranoia Abuse of the drug can 
lead to a feeling of paranoia.an atmosphere of paranoia The film succeeds in building 

a believable atmosphere of paranoia. 

parasol noun  THESAURUS > umbrella 

parcel /ˈpɑːsəl $ ˈpɑːr-/ noun  something that has been wrapped in paper, 

especially so that it can be sent by postVERBSsend (sb) a parcel Families are allowed 
to send prisoners parcels.post a parcel BrE mail a parcel AmE I’ve got 
a parcel to post.wrap a parcel Can you help me wrap this parcel?deliver a 

parcel A parcel was delivered to his house on Christmas Eve.get/receive a 
parcel I received an unexpected parcel in the post the other morning.open a 
parcel When Katherine opened the parcel, she found a copy of ‘War and Peace’.a 

parcel contains sth The parcel contained clothing.NOUNS + parcela food parcel At 
Christmas, toys and food parcels are delivered to deprived families.a brown paper 
parcel A brown paper parcel arrived by special delivery.PREPOSITIONSa parcel of 

sth The warehouse sends out about 800 parcels of books every week. Parcel is used  

especially in British English. In American English, people usually say package.  
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pardon /ˈpɑːdn $ ˈpɑːrdn/ noun  an official order allowing someone who has 

been found guilty of a crime to go free without being punishedVERBSgive sb a 
pardon also grant sb a pardon formal Some of the prisoners were granted 
pardons.issue a pardon (=say officially that someone should have a pardon) The 

president is under international pressure to issue a pardon.get/receive/obtain a 
pardon The man was freed on Friday after receiving an unexpected pardon from the 
king. | We may not have sufficient evidence to obtain a pardon.offer sb a 

pardon A pardon was offered to the rebel soldiers, if they agreed to lay down their 
weapons.seek a pardon One of the men convicted is seeking a pardon.ADJECTIVESa 
full pardon also a free pardon BrE She does not expect a full pardon, but hopes her 

sentence will be reduced. | He should be granted a free pardon.a general 
pardon (=for all of a group of people) A general pardon for all remaining political 
prisoners was announced on March 12th.a royal/presidential pardon (=one given by 

a king, queen, or president) Clinton gave him a presidential pardon.a posthumous 
pardon (=one given after the person has died) His granddaughter wants a posthumous 
pardon for him.PREPOSITIONSa pardon for sb/sth They were promised a pardon 

for their past crimes. | There will be no pardons for drug smugglers. 

parent /ˈpeərənt $ ˈper-/ noun  someone’s father or motherADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ parenta good/bad parent Being a good parent is not about money, it is about 

caring and love.loving parents He was born of poor but loving parents.a single 
parent also a lone parent BrE (=someone who has their children living with them, but 
no partner) She is a single parent with two young sons.sb’s biological/natural/birth 

parents (=who gave birth to a child) Most children are reared by their natural 
parents.sb’s real parents She was raised by her aunt – she never met her real 
parents.adoptive parents (=people who legally become the parents of someone else’s 

child) Adoptive parents often have little practical preparation for parenthood.a foster 
parent (=someone who has other people’s children living with them) Teresa was 
removed from her mother’s care and placed with foster parents.VERBSbecome a 

parent Are you looking forward to becoming a parent?respect your parents I was 
brought up to respect my parents.blame the parents Whenever a child gets in 
trouble, people always blame the parents. 

park /pɑːk $ pɑːrk/ noun  1. a large open area with grass and trees, especially in 

a town, where people can walk, play games etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS + parkthe local 
park The boys from my school play football in the local park.a public park The concert 

was held in a public park.a city park The protesters gathered in the city park.VERBSgo 
to the park Let’s go to the park.park + NOUNSa park bench He sat on a park 
bench and read his newspaper.PREPOSITIONSin the park I went for a walk in the 

park.2. a large area of land in the country which has been kept in its natural state to 
protect the plants and animals thereADJECTIVES/NOUNS + parka national park A 
survey has found just two white rhinoceroses in Hwange National Park, Zimbabwe.a 

country park BrE The country park has lots of beautiful walks.a state/county 
park AmE The state park is a popular spot for picnics and hikes.park + NOUNSa park 
ranger (=someone whose job is to look after a park) The park ranger found her 

wandering around and called the police.VERBSvisit a park They want to increase the 
number of tourists visiting the Serengeti National Park.3. a place where people can 
have fun outdoorsNOUNS + parkan amusement park (=one with special machines that 

you can ride on) I went on all the rides at the amusement park.a theme park (=one 
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that has interesting things for people to visit and look at, which are a bout a particular 

subject) The mine is now a theme park based on the industrial revolution.VERBSvisit a 
park 11 million people visit the theme park each year.PREPOSITIONSat a park We had 

a great day out at the theme park.4. a place where there are a number of businesses 
or shopsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + parka business park The development of a business 
park on this site would help the local community.an industrial park The airfield is 

being turned into an industrial park.a science park (=where there are companies 
doing computer work, often near a university) The software team is located on the 
University of Warwick Science Park.a retail park BrE (=an area with many large shops, 

outside a town) There is a big retail park with lots of designer clothes shops. 

parking /ˈpɑːkɪŋ $ ˈpɑːr-/ noun [U]  the act of parking a car or other vehicle: No 

Parking (=used on signs) a £45 parking fine I couldn’t find a parking space near the 

shops.THESAURUS: parkingPLACES WHERE YOU CAN PARK A CARcar  

park BrE parking lot AmEan area where cars can be parked:There's a car park  

opposite the station.multistorey car park BrEa building with many levels where cars  

can be parked:I left the car on the top level of the multistorey car park.parking 

space/placea space in a street, car park etc where a car can be left:It's hard to find a  

parking space in the city centre.garagea building for keeping a car in, usually next to  

or attached to a house:Do you want me to get the car out of the garage?parking 

garage especially AmEa building near or under a public place where cars can be 

parkedcarporta shelter for a car which has a roof but no 

sidesdrive BrE driveway AmEthe hard area between your house or garage and the 

street, on which you can leave a car  

parliament /ˈpɑːləmənt $ ˈpɑːr-/ noun  the group of people who are elected to 

make a country’s lawsVERBSstand for parliament (=try to be elected) Ms 
Jackson stood for Parliament as a Labour candidate.be elected to parliament also be 
returned to parliament BrE formal She was elected to Parliament in 1997. | Creevey 

was returned to Parliament as MP for Appleby.enter/get into parliament (=be 
elected) Tony Blair first entered Parliament in 1983.dissolve 
parliament formal (=officially end the meeting of parliament before holding an 

election) The prime minister will ask the Queen to dissolve Parliament and call an 
election.suspend parliament formal (=stop the meeting of parliament for a period of 
time) President Walesa suspended parliament and called a new election.a bill goes 

through parliament (=it goes through the process of being made a law) The bill is 
currently going through Parliament.sth is rushed/pushed through parliament (=it 
is quickly made into a law) The bill was rushed through Parliament.represent sb in 

parliament An MP represents his or her constituents in Parliament.parliament passes 
a bill/law The bill was passed by Parliament last May.PHRASESa member of 
parliament He was the Conservative Member of Parliament for Edgbaston.an act of 

parliament (=a law that has been passed by parliament) Their rights are guaranteed 
by Act of Parliament.a seat in parliament (=a position as member of parliament) He 
resigned his seat in Parliament.a session of parliament (=when its members are 
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working) The Queen opened a new session of Parliament last week. Parliament is  

usually written with a capital letter when referring to the British parliament.  

parody /ˈpærədi/ noun  a book, film, play, song etc that copies another more 

serious one, in order to make fun of itADJECTIVESa brilliant/wonderful parody Stella 
Gibbons’ book was a brilliant parody of 19th-century romantic novels.a hilarious 
parody (=very funny) The play is a hilarious parody of Shakespeare’s ‘Twelfth 

Night’.VERBSdo a parody The group does parodies of classic rock songs.descend into 
parody disapproving (=change into a parody) The movie frequently descends into 
parody.PREPOSITIONSa parody of sb/sth The film is a parody of those old Hollywood 

westerns.PHRASESa subject for parody Politicians are an obvious subject for parody. 

parole /pəˈrəʊl $ -ˈroʊl/ noun  permission for someone to leave prison, on the 

condition that they promise to behave wellVERBSapply for parole The prisoners will be 

able to apply for parole after serving half their sentences.be considered for 
parole The judge told him he would not be considered for parole.grant sb 
parole (=allow someone to leave prison) He plans to return to his home town if he 

is granted parole.get parole (=be allowed to leave) I feel like a prisoner who has 
just got parole.be denied/refused parole He was considered dangerous and 
was denied parole.violate your parole (=do something that is not allowed while you 

are on parole) He was arrested for violating his parole.parole + NOUNSthe parole 
board (=the group of people who make decisions about parole) The parole board could 
consider him for release after six years.a parole officer He will be assigned a parole 

officer.a parole hearing He will be eligible for a parole hearing when he is 68 years 
old.the parole system Changes in the parole system were promised.PREPOSITIONSon 
parole He had committed a burglary while on parole.PHRASESbe released on 

parole He was released on parole after serving two years.be/become eligible for 
parole She becomes eligible for parole in 2015. 

part /pɑːt $ pɑːrt/ noun  1. one of the things, areas, or amounts that form 

somethingADJECTIVESan important/vital/essential part Fresh fruit is an important 
part of our diet. | A ceasefire will be an essential part of the peace process.a large/big 
part also a good part (=much or most of something) A large part of their work is 

funded by the government.a small/tiny part Low wages are only a small part of the 
problem.all parts/every part of sth He had access to all parts of the factory.a 
different part of sth Public transport varied between different parts of the 

country.equal parts I cut the orange into four equal parts.the best/worst part The 
worst part was having to work even when it was raining.the upper/lower/central 
part She suffered burns to the upper part of her body.the hard/easy part Deciding 

what you’re going to cook is the easy part.the northern/southern etc part There 
could be snow in the northern part of the country.the early/first part The school 
dates from the early part of the nineteenth century. | In the first part of the book he 

describes his childhood.the latter/later part (=the part towards the end) The festival 
lasts for ten days during the latter part of May.the last/final part We had reached the 
last part of our journey.the second/third etc part The second part of the course 

takes beginners up to intermediate level.an integral part (=used to emphasize that a 
part is necessary or always there) These workshops are an integral part of the course.a 
component/constituent part formal (=one of the separate parts that form it) The 

human body is complex, with many constituent parts.VERBSconsist of two/three etc 
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parts The play consists of three parts.be composed of two/three etc 

parts formal (=consist of them) The building is composed of two parts: an outer and 
an inner part.be divided/split into two/three etc parts A few years later, the 

empire was divided into two parts, eastern and western.fall into two/three etc 
parts (=have two etc parts) The proposals fall into two parts.PREPOSITIONSa part of 
sth The most interesting part of the story is the ending.in parts The river has 

completely dried up in parts.PHRASESpart one/two/three etc Part one of the survey 
asks for your personal details and part two for your comments on the course.a part of 
the world/country There are wars going on in many parts of the world. | He 

sometimes went to visit friends in other parts of the country.a part of the body The 

cancer may spread to other parts of the body.THESAURUS: partbit especially  

BrE informala small part of something:Some bits of the book are really funny. | Which  

bit didn't you understand? | I didn’t read the first bit.pieceone of several different  

parts that you join together to make something:One of the pieces of the jigsaw puzzle  

was missing. | The furniture comes in several pieces.componenta part of a machine 

or process:The company supplies engine components for trucks. | Education is a major  

component in a child's growth and development.sectiona part of something, especially  

one that is clearly different and separate from other parts. Section is often used about  

a part of a book, newspaper, or piece of writing. It is also used about parts of a library,  

orchestra, or event:The test is divided into two sections. | The first section describes  

some of the general principles. | These strategies are discussed in more detail in  

the next section. | In the final section of the book the writer makes some suggestions  

about ways of improving the current system. | I went into the reference section of the 

library. | She plays in the string section of the orchestra. | I usually read the sports  

section of the newspaper first.chapterone of the numbered parts that a book is  

divided into:The opening chapter of the book sets the scene. | We will return to this  

topic in the next chapter.sceneone of the parts that a film or play is divided 

into:Some scenes had to be cut because they were too violent. | He appears in the first  

scene of the play. The main parts of a play are called acts. Each act is divided into  

several scenes. episodea part of a story on the television or the radio, which is told  

in separate parts:In the next episode, we find out who the killer is. | I missed the last  

episode of the programme. | It's the first episode in a new series.2. the words and 

actions of a particular character in a play or filmVERBSplay a part She plays the part of 
an ageing beauty queen.have a part He had a small part in ‘Casino Royale'.give/offer 

sb a part Why did they give Sinatra the part?get a part I was thrilled when I was told 
I’d got the part.land a part (=be given a part) He landed a part in a cop show.take a 
part (=accept or play a part) He took the part because he needed the 

money.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + parta big part She felt the studio hadn’t given her 
enough big parts.a good part Every time we do a play, the boys get all the good 
parts.a small part Toby had a small part in the film.the lead/leading part (=the 

most important part) The director knew who he wanted for the lead parts.a speaking 
part (=one in which you have some words to say) I had hoped to be given a speaking 
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part.a walk-on part (=a small, unimportant one) She had had walk-on parts in a 

couple of soap operas.a film/TV part Her first major film part was in Grease 
2.PREPOSITIONSthe part of sth/sb (=the character mentioned) She plays the part 

of the hero’s mother.3. involvement in somethingVERBSplay a part (in sth) She was 
able to play a part in her own treatment.take part (in sth) We are holding a 

discussion and we hope everyone will take part. Play a part is often used about  

things: Stress plays a part in back pain. Take part is only used about  

people. ADJECTIVESa big part Luck played a big part in his victory.an 

important/significant/leading part Food plays an important part in the 
celebrations.an active part He took an active part in local politics.PHRASESsb’s part 
in sth He was jailed for his part in the robberies.play/take/have no part in 

sth (=not be involved in something) The candidate’s age played no part in our decision. 

participant AC /pɑːˈtɪsəpənt, pɑːˈtɪsɪpənt $ pɑːr-/ noun  someone who is taking 

part in an activity or eventADJECTIVESan active participant They encourage all 

members of staff to be active participants in the decision-making process.a 
willing/enthusiastic participant The producer said the teenagers were willing 
participants in the programme.an unwilling/reluctant participant (=persuaded or 

forced by other people) The boy was a reluctant participant in the bullying.a full 
participant Women could not be full participants in political life.a leading/prominent 
participant (=an important or well-known participant) He was allegedly a leading 

participant in the 1989 coup attempt.a regular participant She is a regular 
participant in television talk shows.VERBSattract participants The protest 
march attracted thousands of participants.NOUNS 

+ participantconference/workshop/course participants All the conference 
participants wore name badges.PREPOSITIONSa participant in sth Half 
the participants in the study were interviewed again. 

participate AC /pɑːˈtɪsəpeɪt, pɑːˈtɪsɪpeɪt $ pɑːr-/ verb [I]  to do an activity 

together with other peopleADVERBSparticipate fully They participated fully in the life 
of the village.participate actively Everyone in the class participates actively in 

discussions.participate freely Women participated freely in every area of 
society.VERBSagree to participate A hundred people agreed to participate in the 
study.refuse to participate also decline to participate formal The politician was 

invited to take part in a TV debate, but declined to 
participate.PREPOSITIONSparticipate in sth She was invited to participate in a poetry 
workshop.PHRASESbe free to participate Anyone is free to participate.be unwilling 

to participate Many small business owners are unwilling to participate in long legal 

battles.THESAURUS: participatetake partto participate in something. Take 

part is less formal that participate and is more common in everyday English:Nearly  

500 teams took part in the competition. | She was asked to take part in a TV debate on  

drugs. | Anyone who is over 18 can take part.play a part/roleto take part in  

something in a useful way:Everyone can play a part in improving the security of their  

neighborhood. | Schneider played a key role in getting the organization started.be 

involvedto take part in an activity in some way:He has denied being involved in the 
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murder. | It was a big project and many people were involved.be active in sthto  

actively take part in the work of an organization such as a political group or church:He 

is very active in the church’s work with homeless people. | She is no longer active 

in politics.competeto take part in a competition or race:Athletes from all over the 

world will be competing. | She’s hoping to compete in the Olympic Games.  

partly /ˈpɑːtli $ ˈpɑːr-/ adverb  to some degree, but not completelyVERBSbe 

based partly on sth Assessment is based partly on a written exam.depend partly on 

sth The type of drug that is given depends partly on the age of the patient.be partly 
determined by sth The choice of what to do was partly determined by the 
weather.partly explain sth This fact may partly explain why the campaign was 

unsuccessful.sth stems partly from sth (=something develops as a result of 
something else) Her problems stem partly from a lack of confidence.be partly funded 
by sb/sth The group is funded partly by the government.be partly hidden also be 

partly obscured formal The house was partly hidden by trees.PHRASESpartly 
responsible Bad weather was partly responsible for the crash.partly because of 
sb/sth I didn’t go on the trip, partly because of the cost.partly due to sth The 

company’s problems are partly due to bad management.partly out of fear/concern 
etc He doesn’t like publicity, partly out of shyness.be partly to blame Officials say 

global warming may be partly to blame for the drought.partly in response to 
sth Partly in response to this criticism, the government promised to build more 
housing.thanks partly to sb/sth Their first goal came after 32 minutes, thanks partly 

to Chris Short.partly as a result of sth Medical costs have increased, partly as a 
result of people living longer. 

partner AC /ˈpɑːtnə $ ˈpɑːrtnər/ noun  1. a person, organization, or country who 

you do an activity withADJECTIVES/NOUNS + partnera business partner They were 

close friends as well as business partners.a trading partner (=a country that another 
country trades with) The United States is Thailand’s biggest trading partner.a 
dancing/dance partner She was sad because she didn’t have a dancing partner.an 

equal partner Women should be equal partners with men in public life.a former 
partner He bought his former partner's share of the business.a coalition partner (=a 
political party that joins with another to form a government)VERBSfind a partner He 

needs to find a partner for his new business.choose a partner The teacher asked the 
students to choose a partner and then work in pairs.PREPOSITIONSa partner in 

sth The company’s partners in the project include Japanese and Thai oil 
companies.2. one of two people who are married, or who have a sexual 
relationshipADJECTIVES/NOUNS + partnera new partner She came to the wedding with 

her new partner.a potential partner (=someone who could be your partner) The 
dating agency suggested several potential partners.a marriage partner also a marital 
partner formal People often meet their marriage partner at work.a life partner If I 

don’t have a life partner by now, perhaps I will never have one.a male/female 
partner These women are bringing up children alone without a male partner.a former 
partner Her children still see her former partner at weekends.a sexual 

partner Having more sexual partners increases the risk of disease.a civil 
partner BrE (=the official partner of someone of the same sex) Nigel is his civil 
partner.VERBSfind a partner They got divorced, and both found new partners.choose 

a partner When choosing a partner, you must trust your heart.PHRASESsb’s partner 
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of 5/10 etc years (=who has been someone’s partner for 5 years, 10 years 

etc) His partner of 18 years died last week. 

partnership AC /ˈpɑːtnəʃɪp $ ˈpɑːrtnər-/ noun  a relationship between two 

people, organizations, or countries, in which they do something 

togetherADJECTIVES/NOUNS + partnershipa close partnership The two companies 
have built up a close partnership over the past four years.a strong partnership We 
must build strong partnerships with countries such as South Korea and Japan.a 

successful/fruitful/productive partnership The two musicians enjoyed a 
very successful partnership.an effective partnership The agency tries to 
forge effective partnerships with communities and private businesses.a good 

partnership A good partnership requires a lot of communication.an equal 
partnership They regard marriage as an equal partnership.a working 
partnership Theirs is one of the most fruitful working partnerships in modern science.a 

business partnership He entered into a business partnership with his brother-in-
law.an economic partnership The EU had hoped to launch a more 
ambitious economic partnership with Russia.VERBSform/forge/establish a 

partnership (=start one) He has forged a highly successful partnership with the singer 
Frances Black. | They formed a partnership solely to enter the competition.go into 

partnership also enter into (a) partnership I was keen to go into partnership with 
him.develop/build a partnership The company plans 
to develop international partnerships.strengthen a partnership This is an opportunity 

to strengthen existing partnerships.dissolve a partnership (=end 
it) The partnership was dissolved, and Davis opened his own office.PREPOSITIONSa 
partnership with sb The company already has a partnership with a local research 

institute.a partnership between people/organizations etc We want to strengthen 
the partnership between our two nations.in partnership The parties are willing to 
share power and to work in partnership. 

party /ˈpɑːti $ ˈpɑːrti/ noun  1. a social event when a lot of people meet together 

to enjoy themselves by eating, drinking, dancing etcNOUNS + partya 
birthday/Christmas/Halloween etc party They met at her sister’s 18th birthday 
party. | I hope you’re going to the office Christmas party.a dinner party Television is a 

favourite topic of conversation at dinner parties these days.a surprise party His 
girlfriend has planned a surprise party for his birthday.a farewell/leaving party (=for 

someone who is moving to a different place or job) Are you going to Michael’s leaving 
party?a fancy-dress party BrE a costume party AmE (=where people dress as 
famous people or characters, people with particular jobs etc) I once went to a fancy-

dress party dressed as a pirate.a cocktail party (=a fairly formal party, where 
alcoholic drinks are served) I have to go to a cocktail party at the Spanish embassy.an 
office party (=for people who work together in an office) We usually have an office 

party at the end of the year.a street party The neighbours organized a street party to 
celebrate the occasion.a stag party BrE a bachelor party AmE (=for a man and his 
male friends, just before the man gets married) He got terribly drunk at his stag 

party.a hen party BrE a bachelorette party AmE (=for a woman and her female 
friends, just before the woman gets married) She invited all her friends to her hen 
party.a garden party BrE a lawn party AmE I once went to a big garden party at 

Buckingham Palace.ADJECTIVESa big/small party I don’t really like going to big 
parties.a lavish party (=where a lot of money has been spent) He threw lavish 
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parties for his celebrity friends.VERBShave/hold a party We’re having a party on 

Saturday night. | The party was held at his flat.Don’t say make a party.throw/give a 
party (=organize one) Staff threw a party to celebrate the news.host a party (=give a 

large or formal party) The party was hosted by the Danish ambassador.go to/come to 
a party also attend a party formal Are you going to Tom’s party? | About 500 people 
will attend a party in her honour.invite sb to a party I’ve been invited to a 

birthday party next weekend.gatecrash a party (=go to it although you are not 
invited) Some older boys tried to gatecrash the party.a party breaks up (=it ends and 

people go home) The party broke up just after midnight. Have a party or hold a  

party?Hold a party sounds more formal and is often used in the passive. party + 

NOUNSparty games The children had great fun playing party games.a party 

atmosphere (=the feeling of being at a party) There was a party atmosphere on board 
the ship.the party spirit (=the way people feel when they are really enjoying a 
party) There’ll be plenty of free champagne to get the party spirit going.a party 

dress The little girls were wearing white party dresses.PREPOSITIONSat a party I met 
her at a party.PHRASESthere is a party going on Somewhere near the hotel there 
was a party going on.a party is in full swing (=people at a party are having a good 

time talking, dancing etc) At 3 a.m., the party was still in full swing.be in a party 
mood (=want to enjoy yourself at a party) Kate wasn’t really in a party mood, so she 

stayed home.THESAURUS: partyget-togetheran informal party:Christmas is the 

perfect time for a family get-together. | I'm thinking of having a little get-together to  

celebrate the occasion.balla large formal party where people dance:Are you going  

to the end of term ball?receptiona large formal party, especially one after a wedding  

or to welcome an important person:The wedding reception is at a nearby hotel. | There 

was a reception for the Chinese foreign minister at the embassy. | They attended a  

White House reception to mark the Queen’s visit.functiona large formal or official  

party:He has been asked to play at many corporate functions (=an official party held  

by a company).celebrationa party or special event that is organized in order to  

celebrate something:This year the country will be holding its 50th anniversary  

celebrations. | It was a 21st birthday celebration which Mary would never  

forget.bash informala party, especially a big one:We all went to his birthday 

bash. | There is a picture of him at a Hollywood bash.do BrE informala 

party:We’re having a do to celebrate Margaret’s birthday.house-warminga party that  

you have when you move into a new house:We’re having a house-warming next  

week.baby/wedding shower AmEan event at which people give presents to a  

woman who is going to have a baby or get married:Elliot's mother and stepfather  

had thrown a baby shower for them (=they had organized one).2. a political 

organization, which you can vote for in electionsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + partya political 
party The Labour Party and the Conservative Party are the two main political parties in 
Britain.the Labour/Republican etc Party He is the leader of the Democratic 

Party.the ruling party (=the party that forms the government) The ruling party’s level 
of support grew throughout the year.an opposition party (=a party that does not 
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form the government) The tax increase was criticized by opposition parties.a right-

wing/left-wing party Support for the right-wing parties was strongest among young 
working-class men.the main/major parties The changes were supported by all 

the major parties.VERBSvote for a party People will vote for the party that promises to 
make them better off.join a party Bloomfield joined the Communist Party in 
1946.form/found a party The two politicians decided to form a new 

political party.lead a party He resigned after leading the party for 13 years.a party 
wins/loses an election Which party will win the election?party + NOUNSthe party 
leader He met with opposition party leaders.a party candidate (=someone who 

represents a political party in an election) The seat was won by the Socialist Party 
candidate with 68% of the vote.party supporters She addressed a crowd of 
5,000 party supporters.the party faithful (=strong supporters of a party) His policies 

appeal to the party faithful.a party activist (=someone who works hard for a 
party) Campaign literature is distributed by unpaid party activists.party 
politics (=activities concerned with getting support for one political party) During the 

war, they agreed to put aside party politics and work together.party policy There has 
been a change in party policy on education.a party conference The minister will give 
a speech at the party conference.a party official Senior party officials have denied the 

story.the party chairman BrE He resigned as Conservative Party chairman.PHRASESa 
member of a party also a party member I have been a member of the party for 
nearly 30 years.a party is in power (=it is in charge of the government of a 

country) From 1945 until 1951 the Labour Party was in power in Britain.a party comes 
to power (=begins to be the government) The ruling party came to power in May 
2001. 

pass /pɑːs $ pæs/ verb  1. [I,T] to be successful in a testADVERBSpass sth 

easily She should pass her driving test easily.just pass (=almost not pass) You scored 
51%, so you just passed.PHRASESpass sth with flying colours BrE pass sth with 

flying colors AmE (=do very well in a test) Joe sat the test and passed with flying 
colours.pass sth with an A/with a distinction etc (=get a particular result when you 
pass a test) She passed her physics exam with a grade B.ANTONYMS → fail (2)2. to 

vote and agree to make a new lawADVERBSunanimously pass sth (=with all members 
voting yes) Parliament unanimously passed the bill.overwhelmingly pass sth (=with 
almost all members voting yes) The reform was overwhelmingly passed, 89 votes to 

10.PHRASESpass sth by a large majority The decision was passed by a large majority 

in the town council.THESAURUS: pass→ approve (2)3. to give something to 

someoneTHESAURUS: pass→ give (1)  

passage /ˈpæsɪdʒ/ noun  a long narrow area with walls on either side which 

connects one room or place to anotherADJECTIVESa narrow passage A narrow 
passage led to a small room at the back of the house.a short/long passage He found 
himself in a long passage with doors on either side.a dark passage They went 

carefully along the dark passage.an underground/subterranean passage The air in 
these underground passages is cold and damp.a secret passage The bookcase moved 
to reveal a secret passage.VERBSa passage leads to sth Judy ran along 

the passage that led to the studio.PREPOSITIONSalong/down/through a passage I 
led the way along the passage.PHRASESthe end of a passage The dining room is at 
the end of the passage.a maze of passages (=many passages, in which it is easy to 

get lost) We wandered through a maze of passages. 
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passenger /ˈpæsɪndʒə, -sən- $ -ər/ noun  someone who is travelling in a 

vehicle, plane, boat etc, but is not driving it or working on itpassenger + 

VERBSpassengers get on/off a bus/plane/train The bus stopped and half 
the passengers got off.passengers board a plane/train/ship etc formal (=get on 

it) While he was asleep, two more passengers boarded the train.passengers 
travel Most of the passengers who travel on these trains are satisfied with the 
service.passengers are stranded somewhere (=are unable to continue their 

journey) At least 1,000 passengers were stranded at the airport because of the 
storm.VERBS + passengercarry passengers The plane was carrying over 
500 passengers.pick up passengers (=let them get on) The bus stopped to pick 

up some passengers.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + passengerrail/airline/bus 
passengers Rail passengers will have to pay more for their tickets next 
year. | All airline passengers arriving at Heathrow must go through customs.first-

class/second-class passengers First-class passengers get large comfortable 
seats.foot passengers (=passengers on a boat, who are not in a car or other 
vehicle) A queue of foot passengers was waiting to get on the ferry.passenger + 

NOUNSthe passenger seat (=the seat in the front of a vehicle next to the driver) His 
wife was asleep in the passenger seat.a passenger train/plane/ship etc (=one that 

carries people not things) No passenger train ever stops here.PREPOSITIONSthe 
passengers on/aboard a ship/plane etc All 121 passengers aboard the plane 
survived the crash. 

passing /ˈpɑːsɪŋ $ ˈpæ-/ adjective  THESAURUS > short (1), temporary 

passion /ˈpæʃən/ noun  1. if you have a passion for something, you are very 

interested in it and like it a lotADJECTIVESa great passion Birds were my great 
passion.a consuming passion (=a very great passion) The young Wordsworth had 

a consuming passion for poetry. | For years, acting had been his consuming passion.a 
lifelong passion His lifelong passion for natural history began in childhood.sb’s real 
passion His real passion was art.VERBShave a passion for sth She had a passion for 

music.develop a passion for sth While at school, he developed a passion for 
acting.share a passion for sth He and his wife share a passion for skiing.indulge 
your passion for sth (=do something that you enjoy doing very much) The money 

enabled him to indulge his passion for horses.2. a very strong belief or feeling about 
somethingADJECTIVESgreat passion The orchestra played with great 
passion.strong/fierce passions The issue has already stirred strong 

passions.VERBSarouse/stir passions (=cause strong feelings in people) The 
case aroused passions throughout the country.PREPOSITIONSwith passion He 
speaks with passion about the suffering of children.PHRASESpassions run 

high (=people are very excited, angry, or upset) The judge’s decision is expected today 
and passions are running high. 

passionate /ˈpæʃənət, ˈpæʃənɪt/ adjective  used when talking about someone 

who believes something very strongly or cares about something a lotNOUNSa 
passionate belief/conviction We had a passionate belief in what we were doing.a 
passionate commitment to sth There was no doubt about his passionate 

commitment to peace.a passionate concern for sth She developed a passionate 
concern for human rights.a passionate supporter of sb/sth President Johnson was 
a passionate supporter of the space programme.a passionate defender of sth The 

actress is a passionate defender of women’s rights.a passionate speech Senator 
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McCarthy delivered a powerful and passionate speech.a passionate plea (=a strong 

and emotional request) She made a passionate plea for 
tolerance.PREPOSITIONSpassionate about sth He is passionate about the 

environment. 

passport /ˈpɑːspɔːt $ ˈpæspɔːrt/ noun  a small official document with details 

about yourself that you need in order to travel to another countryADJECTIVESa 
British/American etc passport She was born in India but has a British passport.a 

false/fake/forged passport He used a false passport to enter Kenya.a valid 
passport (=one that is officially acceptable) For travel abroad, you must have a valid 
passport.VERBShave a passport also hold a passport formal I have a 

Canadian passport. | The two men both hold British passports.apply for a 
passport You can apply for an Italian passport if your parents are Italian.get a 
passport I need to get a new passport.renew a passport (=get a new one) I’d 

forgotten to renew my passport.travel on a passport The men were convicted 
of travelling on a false passport.issue a passport The passport was issued to him last 
year.check sb’s passport The official checked their passports and let them 

through.show your passport You have to show your passport at the border.a 
passport expires (=the period of time when it can be used comes to an end) My 

passport expires in January.passport + NOUNSa passport photograph/photo I hate 
my passport photo – it makes me look like a terrorist.a passport holder (=someone 
who has a passport) British passport holders must obtain a visa before entering the 

country.a passport application Passport applications can be dealt with in about 2-3 
weeks. 

password /ˈpɑːswɜːd $ ˈpæswɜːrd/ noun  a secret group of letters or numbers 

that you type in so that you can use a computer, a program, a website etcADJECTIVESa 

secret password You need a secret password to log on.a correct/valid 
password Only users who give the correct password can access the 
information. | This password is no longer valid.an incorrect/invalid password I had 

accidentally typed an incorrect password. | The system told me 
the password was invalid.VERBSenter/type (in) a password Enter your user name 
and then your password.use a password Someone else had logged 

on using his password.change your password It is a good idea 
to change your password regularly.know the password I’m the only person 

who knows the password. 

past /pɑːst $ pæst/ noun  1. the time that existed before the 

present GrammarIn this meaning, you always say the past. ADJECTIVESthe 

distant/remote past Lions and tigers lived here long ago in the distant past.the 
recent past In the recent past the country had a military government.the immediate 
past (=the very recent past) Then they asked him about things that had happened in 

the immediate past, such as at school that day.VERBSforget the past We have 
to forget the past and look towards the future.be living in the past (=be behaving in 
a way which shows you do not realise that the situation has changed) She needs to 

stop living in the past and find someone new.relive the past (=experience the same 
events that happened to you or another person a long time ago) The band have no 
plans to play together again and say they have no wish to relive the 

past.PREPOSITIONSin the past In the past, most children didn’t go to school at 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1555] 

all.PHRASESat some time in the past The vase had clearly been repaired at some 

time in the past.in the dim and distant past (=a very long time ago) In the dim and 
distant past, I used to sing in a band.be/become a thing of the past (=no longer 

exist) We hope that war will become a thing of the past.a break with the 
past (=something that is done in a completely different way from before) The new 

system is intended to be a break with the past.THESAURUS: pastin those 

days/in the old daysa long time ago in your life, or in your parents’ or grandparents’  

lives, when things were different:£5 was a lot of money in those days. | In the old  

days, only very rich people had cars.at one timeused for saying that something was  

true in the past, but is not now:At one time there were six schools in the village. | I  

would have agreed with you at one time.back in the day informalused when you are 

talking about a time in the past, especially one that you remember as being very  

good:I loved their music back in the day. | Back in the day, everyone would meet at  

the boys’ club.2. the kind of life someone had before now, or the things that happened 

somewhere before nowADJECTIVESa shady/murky past (=in which someone has 
probably done bad or dishonest things) A journalist found out about the singer’s murky 
past and his connections with the mafia.a troubled past (=in which there have been a 

lot of wars, fighting etc) The new government wants to show that the country has left 
its troubled past behind.a tragic past (=in which a lot of very sad things have 
happened) She was a lonely woman, trying to escape from her tragic past.a checkered 

past also a chequered past BrE (=in which some bad things have happened, or in 
which someone has been involved in some dishonest activities) George makes no secret 
of his checkered past and his time in jail, but he says that is all over now.a colourful 

past BrE a colorful past AmE (=one in which exciting things have happened – often 
involving dishonest activities) His new friend had a colourful past and used to work in a 
nightclub in London.a rich past (=a very interesting past) Alvarez explores her family’s 

rich past to create a fascinating novel.sb’s/sth’s glorious/illustrious past (=a past 
in which someone or something was very famous or impressive) The castle is a 
reminder of the town’s glorious past.a turbulent past (=a past in which there has 

been a lot fighting, bad events, or great changes) Despite a turbulent past, it is now a 
prosperous and friendly country.a violent past Many people distrust the organization 
because of its violent past.a mysterious past She had always wondered about 

his mysterious past.sb’s criminal past He did not try to hide his criminal past.sth’s 
colonial past Britain’s colonial past is now a distant memory. 

pastime /ˈpɑːstaɪm $ ˈpæs-/ noun  something that someone enjoys 

doingADJECTIVESsb’s favourite pastime BrE sb’s favorite 
pastime AmE His favourite pastime was playing golf.a popular pastime Criticizing the 
government seems to be a popular pastime these days.the national pastime (=a very 

popular pastime in a country) Baseball is our national pastime.an expensive 
pastime Horse-riding can be an expensive pastime.an enjoyable/pleasant 
pastime Gardening is a very enjoyable pastime for people of all ages.VERBStake up a 

pastime (=start doing it) She took up a new pastime after she retired.enjoy a 
pastime also indulge in/pursue a pastime formal (=do something that you enjoy 
doing) He was able to indulge in his favourite pastime of painting. 
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pastry /ˈpeɪstri/ noun  a mixture of flour, butter, and milk or water, used to 

make the outer part of baked foods such as piesADJECTIVES/NOUNS + pastryflaky 
pastry (=a type of pastry that breaks into light thin pieces) She brushed away some 
crumbs of flaky pastry.puff pastry (=a type of pastry that rises in thin layers with air 

between them)shortcrust pastry BrE (=a type of pastry which breaks easily, often 
used in pies)choux pastry (=a type of very light soft pastry)filo pastry (=a type of 
very thin pastry which is used by placing many layers together)crisp pastry Bake for 

15 minutes until the pastry is crisp.soggy pastry (=not good, because it is soft and 
wet) It tastes good but the pastry is a bit soggy.golden/golden brown pastry Bake 
until the pastry is golden brown.light pastry The meat is wrapped 

in light golden pastry.VERBSmake pastry She was good at making pastry.roll out 
pastry Roll out the pastry thinly on a board.cut pastry Cut the pastry into narrow 
strips.pastry + NOUNSa pastry case/shell Arrange the apple slices in the pastry case.a 

pastry lid A shortcrust pastry lid is placed on top before the pie is baked.a pastry 
cutter (=an object used for cutting shapes out of pastry)a pastry chef (=someone 
whose job is making desserts) 

patch /pætʃ/ noun  a small area of something that is different from the area 

around itADJECTIVESa small/large etc patch of sth Some of the hills still had small 
patches of snow.a white/black/red etc patch The bird has a large black patch on 

each side of its neck.a damp/wet patch There were damp patches on the ceilings.a 
bald patch He stroked the bald patch on the back of his head.a dark patch She 
noticed two dark patches on the sleeve of his shirt.a clear patch He had rubbed a clear 

patch on the steamy window.a bright patch Wild flowers provided bright patches of 
colour along the road.icy patches Some icy patches are likely on roads 
tonight.PREPOSITIONSa patch of sth There was a small patch of damp on the wall.in 

patches The ground was dry in patches, but mostly it was still wet.PHRASESa patch of 
grass/earth/sand We found a patch of grass to sit down on.a patch of snow/ice He 
trod on a patch of ice and slipped.a patch of ground/land/forest etc They had a 

small patch of land on which to grow food.a patch of sky There was one tiny window, 
through which I could see a small patch of sky.a patch of light/sunlight He stepped 
out of the shadows into a patch of sunlight.a patch of colour/white/red/blue 

etc He saw patches of red on the snow. 

path /pɑːθ $ pæθ/ noun  a track that people walk alongADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ patha narrow/wide path We walked along a narrow path beside a stream.a steep 

path A steep path led down to the harbour.a rough path The path now becomes 
very rough, so take care.a muddy path The path was muddy after the rain.a 
rocky/stony path Our guide went carefully down the rocky path.a winding 

path (=with many curves) He climbed the winding path up the hill.a mountain/cliff 
path Traveling along the mountain paths at night can be very dangerous.a 
forest/woodland path There are lots of little woodland paths to explore.a coastal 

path From the coastal path, you get superb views out to sea.a gravel/concrete 
path She heard footsteps on the gravel path.a garden path Emma came running up 
the garden path.a cycle path (=for people riding bicycles) They should put a cycle 

path along the edge of the road.a paved path There was a paved path between the 
rose beds.a well-worn/well-trodden path (=one that has been made by many 
people walking along it) I followed what seemed to be a well-worn path heading in the 

right direction.VERBS + pathfollow a path We followed a path through the trees.take a 
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path (=start going along it) Take the path to the right.keep to the 

path They kept carefully to the paths and did not go across the farmer’s fields.path + 

VERBSa path goes somewhere The path goes through fields.a path leads to a 

place There are many paths leading to the top of the mountain.a path winds 
somewhere (=it has many curves) A narrow path wound down towards the beach.a 
path climbs/descends (=it goes up or down) I could see the line of 

a path that climbed up from the bay. | A path descends into the crater of the volcano.a 
path forks (=it divides into two paths going in slightly different directions) We stopped 
where the path forked, wondering which way to go. 

pathetic /pəˈθetɪk/ adjective  THESAURUS > sad (2), weak (3) 

patience /ˈpeɪʃəns/ noun  the ability to continue waiting, doing something, or 

accepting something without becoming angry or anxiousADJECTIVESgreat 
patience Painting by this method requires great patience.infinite/endless/unlimited 

patience She was lucky to have a maths teacher with infinite patience.VERBS 

+ patiencehave the patience to do sth He didn’t have the patience to wait until the 
weather improved.have no/little patience with sb I have no patience with people 

who complain all the time.lose patience (with sb) Eventually his family lost 
patience with him and his irresponsible behaviour.run out of patience (with sb) She 
was wonderful with the children, and never ran out of patience.show patience His 

employer has shown remarkable patience.take/need/require patience It takes time 
and patience to build up a new business. | Teaching children requires 
patience.try/test/tax sb’s patience (=make it difficult for someone to continue to be 

patient) The play was long, and tested the audience’s patience.stretch sb’s 
patience (=nearly make someone lose patience) The team is stretching the patience of 
its fans.exhaust sb’s patience (=make someone lose patience) He turned away from 

me, as if I had exhausted his patience.patience + VERBSsb’s patience is wearing 
thin (=they are becoming angry) People’s patience is wearing thin as the queues for 
visas get longer.sb’s patience snaps (=they suddenly show their 

anger) Celia’s patience snapped when he dropped a second glass of wine on the 
carpet.sb’s patience is rewarded (=they get what they were hoping and waiting to 
get) After two hours, their patience was rewarded and they saw the bird.PHRASESthe 

patience of a saint (=very great patience) Those children would try the patience of a 
saint. 

patient1 /ˈpeɪʃənt/ adjective  calm and not becoming annoyed because of 

someone’s behaviour, or because something has not happenedADVERBSincredibly 
patient (=extremely patient) My music teacher was incredibly patient with me.NOUNSa 
patient man/woman Romanov was not a patient man at the best of 

times.PREPOSITIONSpatient with sb You need to be patient with her and wait for her 
to speak.PHRASESbe patient Be patient. I’m sure they will contact you 
soon.ANTONYMS → impatient 

patient2 /ˈpeɪʃənt/ noun  someone who is receiving medical 

treatmentADJECTIVES/NOUNS + patienta hospital patient All hospital patients follow a 

daily routine.a cancer/AIDS etc patient One in three cancer patients suffers no pain 
at all.a heart/kidney patient (=one with a heart problem or kidney 
problem) Some heart patients have to wait a year for surgery.a seriously/critically ill 

patient Any seriously ill patients are sent to the state hospital.a psychiatric/mental 
patient (=one with a mental illness) The drug was used in the past to treat mental 
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patients.a private patient (=one who is paying for private treatment) In the afternoon 

the doctor sees his private patients.VERBS + patienttreat a patient The patient was 
being treated for depression.care for a patient The hospital staff have the skills 

to care for these patients.see a patient I waited while the 
doctor saw another patient.examine a patient The patient was examined by a female 
doctor.patient + VERBSa patient receives treatment/a drug Twelve of 

these patients were receiving treatment with a new drug.a patient has surgery also a 
patient undergoes surgery formal Patients who have undergone surgery need special 
care.a patient responds to treatment (=starts recovering) Most patients 

respond quickly to the treatment.a patient recovers The treatment succeeded and 
the patient recovered rapidly.a patient is admitted (to hospital) (=comes into a 
hospital) This examination should be done when the patient is admitted to hospital.a 

patient is discharged (from hospital) (=is allowed to leave a 
hospital) The patient was discharged after eight days.patient + NOUNSpatient 
care More money should be spent on patient care.PREPOSITIONSa patient with 

cancer/AIDS etc The drug is used to treat patients with breast cancer. 

patriotic /ˌpætriˈɒtɪk◂, ˌpeɪ- $ ˌpeɪtriˈɑːtɪk◂/ adjective  having or showing a great 

love of your countryADVERBSfiercely patriotic He is fiercely patriotic towards his 

country.NOUNSpatriotic music/song The soldiers were singing patriotic songs.a 
patriotic speech On Independence Day, the president traditionally delivers a patriotic 
speech.sb’s patriotic duty He felt that it was his patriotic duty to join the army and 

fight for his country.patriotic fervour BrE patriotic fervor AmE (=very strong 
feelings of patriotism) Patriotic fervour gripped Spain as soccer fans celebrated their 
victory in the World Cup.patriotic sentiment The prime minister’s speech was full 

of patriotic sentiment.patriotic pride The American flag is an important symbol 
of patriotic pride for the United States.a patriotic group/movement She joined 
a patriotic group fighting for the country’s 

independence. Patriotic or nationalistic?If someone is patriotic, they love their  

country very much. If someone is nationalistic, they think their country is better  

than other countries. Patriotic is generally a positive word, but nationalistic is  

always used in a disapproving way.  

patronizing /ˈpætrənaɪzɪŋ $ ˈpeɪ-, ˈpæ-/ adjective  someone who is patronizing 

talks to you in a way that shows they think you are less intelligent or important than 
they areNOUNSa patronizing attitude The head teacher was criticized for 

his patronizing attitude towards parents.a patronizing tone I did not like 
the patronizing tone of his letter.a patronizing smile He gave the little girl 
a patronizing smile.a patronizing remark/comment He made a rather patronizing 

remark about her paintings.a patronizing way/manner She praised their efforts in 
a patronizing way.VERBSsound patronizing It may be hard to give advice 
without sounding patronizing.ADVERBSrather/slightly patronizing She was 

always rather patronizing towards her less well-off friends.so patronizing Many 
women hate the label ‘housewife’ because it sounds so 
patronizing.PREPOSITIONSpatronizing towards sb I wish you wouldn’t be 

so patronizing towards me. 
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pattern /ˈpætən $ ˈpætərn/ noun  1. a regularly repeated arrangement of 

shapes, colours, or lines on a surfaceADJECTIVESa complicated/complex/intricate 
pattern She pretended to study the intricate pattern of the carpet.a simple 
pattern Choose material with simple patterns such as checks and stripes.an abstract 

pattern (=shapes and lines, rather than pictures that represent real things) The vases 
are decorated with abstract patterns.a striped pattern You can use different coloured 
paints to make a striped pattern.a geometric pattern (=involving straight lines or 

circles) The carpet had a simple geometric pattern.a floral pattern (=a pattern of 
flowers) She was wearing a silk dress with a floral pattern.a zigzag pattern The layers 
of rock have been folded over millions of years into zigzag patterns.VERBSform a 

pattern The tiles are arranged to form a pattern.draw/paint/carve a pattern (on 
sth) The children draw patterns on the eggs to decorate them.PREPOSITIONSa pattern 

of dots/lines/flowers The computer can recognize patterns of dots.THESAURUS: 

patterndesigna pattern used for decorating something, especially cloth or paper:The 

curtains had a floral design (=based on flowers). | She chose a dress with a brightly-

coloured design.markingsthe coloured patterns and shapes on an animal’s fur,  

feathers, or skin:The tiger has black and orange markings. | Some birds have 

very distinctive markings (=unusual and easy to recognize).motif formala single shape  

that is regularly repeated to form a pattern which decorates something:A triangle  

within a square is a very common motif in Muslim art. | The shield motif in the 

paintings at Knossos is a religious symbol.2. the regular way in which something 

happens or is doneADJECTIVESthe same/a similar pattern Each of the murders has 
followed a similar pattern.a different pattern There are different patterns of marriage 

and child-rearing in different societies.the basic pattern The basic pattern of her 
working day rarely changed.the general pattern Although there are small differences, 
the general pattern is clear.the normal/usual pattern As soon as she could, she 

resumed the normal pattern of her life.an unusual pattern Some people with this 
problem show unusual patterns of brain activity.a set/fixed pattern (=one that does 
not change) These incidents followed a set pattern.VERBSfollow a pattern Her 

headaches did not seem to follow any particular pattern.fit a pattern also conform to 
a pattern formal (=match a particular pattern) Last week’s 
bombing fits this pattern.establish a pattern You should try to establish a pattern of 

working that suits you.a pattern emerges (=can be seen when something is 
studied) When you look at all these cases, a pattern emerges.a pattern 
changes Patterns of employment have changed since the 1950s.NOUNS + patterna 

weather pattern Rising global temperatures are affecting weather patterns.a 
behaviour pattern BrE a behavior pattern AmE He studied animal behaviour 

patterns.a spending pattern The bank’s computer can detect unusual spending 
patterns.a sleep pattern Disturbed sleep patterns may be a symptom of depression.a 
speech pattern Computers are now able to produce acceptable speech patterns.a 

work/working pattern Some new fathers do not want to change their work 
patterns.PHRASESa pattern of behaviour BrE a pattern of behavior AmE It’s easy to 
get stuck in the same old pattern of behaviour.a pattern of development The child 

showed a normal pattern of development.a pattern of results The scientists put 
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forward an explanation for this pattern of results.a pattern of events A research team 

in the Arctic observed a similar pattern of events. 

pause1 /pɔːz $ pɒːz/ verb  to stop speaking or doing something for a short time 

before starting againADVERBSpause briefly/momentarily At the doorway she paused 

briefly. | He paused momentarily, then knocked twice more.PREPOSITIONSpause 
before doing sth Sidney paused before answering.without pausing Without 
pausing to think, he leaped across the gap.PHRASESpause for a moment He paused 

for a moment, seemingly overcome by emotion.pause for breath She had to pause for 
breath after every two or three steps.pause for thought “Of course,” she replied, 
without pausing for thought.pause for effect (=in order to make people eager to hear 

what you are going to say) “Now I know what to do,” Brown said, pausing for 
effect.pause in mid-stride/mid-sentence/mid-bite etc (=while walking, speaking, 
eating etc) He paused in mid-stride, so that she almost bumped into him.pause only 

to do sth She rushed out of the house, pausing only to grab her coat.THESAURUS: 

pausehesitateto stop for a moment and wait before doing something, because you 

feel unsure or nervous about it:She hesitated for a moment  

before replying.have/take a breakto stop working for a short time in order to rest,  

eat etc:We’re all getting tired. Let’s take a break for ten minutes.adjourn formalif a  

meeting or court adjourns or is adjourned, it stops for a short time:If there are no 

more questions, the committee will adjourn until tomorrow morning. | The trial was  

adjourned because one of the defendants was ill. | I think we should adjourn the 

meeting.take five especially AmE informalto stop for a short time in order to rest:Let’s  

take five and get some coffee.break offto suddenly stop speaking, especially because 

you see, hear, or think of something:He broke off from their conversation when he saw 

Mary running towards him. | She broke off and looked embarrassed, then said, "I’ll  

explain later."  

pause2 /pɔːz $ pɒːz/ noun  a short time when someone or something stops 

before continuingADJECTIVESa long pause There was a long pause before anyone 
spoke.a brief/short/slight pause “Well, that was a surprise,” he said after a brief 

pause.a momentary pause (=very short) There was a momentary pause during which 
Mr Hammond glanced at his wife.an awkward pause After an awkward pause, Ray 
began to answer my question.a dramatic pause (=one that has a dramatic effect) He 

left a dramatic pause before announcing the name of the winner.a pregnant 
pause (=one that is full of meaning or emotion) There was a pregnant pause after she 
finished speaking.frequent pauses She read slowly, with frequent 

pauses.PREPOSITIONSa pause in sth He waited for a pause in the conversation.a 
pause between things There are very few pauses between the jokes.a pause for 
sth There will be pauses for discussion at appropriate points.without (a) pause The 

bombing continued without pause. 

pavement noun BrE  a hard surface or path at the side of a street for people to 

walk onVERBSstand on the pavement She stood on the pavement waiting to cross the 
road.walk along/down/up/on the pavement My brother was walking 
along the pavement in front of me.step onto/off the pavement As he stepped 

off the pavement, he heard someone call his name.ADJECTIVESa crowded/busy 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1561] 

pavement The pavements are very crowded in town.a narrow pavement She 

stepped off the narrow pavement and was hit by a car.pavement + NOUNSa pavement 
café (=with tables and chairs outdoors on the pavement) It was nice just to sit at 

a pavement café and watch people walk by. In American English, people  

say sidewalk for this meaning of pavement.  

pay1 /peɪ/ verb  1. to give someone money for something you buy or for a 

serviceNOUNSpay £10/$50 etc I only paid ten pounds for it.pay a bill/invoice He 
didn’t have enough money to pay the electricity bill.pay rent I can’t afford 
to pay the rent on this apartment any more.ADVERBSpay handsomely (=pay a lot of 

money) Customers are willing to pay handsomely for anti-ageing 
creams.PREPOSITIONSpay for sth My parents paid for my trip.PHRASESpay (in) 
cash You have to pay in cash for the tickets.pay by cheque BrE pay by check AmE I 

filled up with petrol and then paid by cheque.pay by credit card Many websites charge 
more if you pay by credit card.pay in dollars/euros etc American exporters want to 

be paid in dollars.THESAURUS: paymeet the cost of sthto pay for something for  

someone else, or to provide the money needed to do something:We will meet the cost  

of your travelling expenses. | The cost will be met from public donations.foot the 

billto pay for something for someone else, especially when you do not want to, or do 

not think that you should:As usual, the taxpayer will have to foot the bill.pick up the 

tab informalto pay for something:My company will pick up the tab for all moving  

costs.fork out/shell out informalto pay a lot of money for something because you 

have to and not because you want to:He had to fork out £500 to get his car  

fixed. | Fans are having to shell out roughly $65 per seat for football games.settle the 

billto pay the bill after eating a meal, staying in a hotel etc:She went down to the hotel  

lobby to settle the bill.give especially spokento pay a particular amount of money for  

something – used especially when saying how much you are willing to pay:How much 

will you give me for the car? | I’ll give you $50 for the lot (=for everything).sth is on 

sb spokenused when saying that someone else will pay for your meal, drinks etc:Put  

your money away – the meal is on me. | The drinks are on the house (=the bar,  

restaurant etc will let you have them for free).2. to give someone money for the job 

they doNOUNSbe paid wages/a salary The workers are paid very low wages.pay sb 

money Some people think footballers are paid too much money.pay sb £200 a 
week/$100 a day etc The cleaners are paid £6 an hour.ADVERBSwell paid Teachers 
here are well paid.highly paid We don’t need a highly paid expert to tell us what is 

wrong with the company.be paid weekly/monthly Most of us get paid weekly or 
monthly.badly paid/poorly paid Nurses are badly paid.PHRASESbe paid by the 

hour/day/week I was working on a building site, being paid by the hour. Paid  

work and paid holidayPaid work is work that you are paid to do. Paid  

holiday or paid leave is time when you are not working but are still paid.  
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pay2 /peɪ/ noun  money that you are given for doing your jobADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ paylow pay They work long hours for low pay.good pay The work was easy and 
the pay was pretty good.higher/better pay Workers demanded higher pay.equal 
pay (=the same pay for the same type of work) The women at the factory went on 

strike for equal pay.full pay After the accusation was made, he was suspended on full 
pay.half pay In 1822 he retired from the army as captain on half pay.sb’s 
annual/monthly/weekly/hourly pay His annual pay of over £100,000 was 

excessive.basic pay BrE base pay AmE (=not including extra money such as overtime 
pay) The basic pay is very low, so they work a lot of extra hours.take-home 
pay (=after tax etc has been taken away) Their average take-home pay is just 

£120.overtime pay (=for extra hours that you work) Police officers get a lot 
of overtime pay for working at weekends.holiday pay BrE vacation pay AmE (=pay 
when you are on holiday) People used not to get holiday pay.sick pay (=pay when you 

are ill) As a self-employed person, you get no sick pay or benefits.maternity 
pay (=pay given to a woman who takes time off to have a baby) If you have worked 
here a year, you are entitled to 3 months maternity pay.redundancy 

pay BrE severance pay AmE (=a payment made to someone when there is no longer 
a job for them) The former employees will receive 2 years' redundancy pay.pay + 

NOUNSa pay increase All staff will receive a 3% pay increase this year.a pay 
rise BrE a pay raise AmE (=a pay increase) If you get promoted, will you get a pay 
rise?a pay cut Staff were asked to take a 10% pay cut.a pay freeze (=when no one’s 

pay is increased) Ministers have approved a public sector pay freeze.a pay 
cheque BrE a paycheck AmE (=the money you earn every week or month) He said he 
would pay me back when he got his next pay cheque.a pay dispute (=a disagreement 

between an employer and employees about pay) Many flights were cancelled because 
of a pilots’ pay dispute.a pay claim BrE (=an official request for more pay) The miners 
went on strike in support of their pay claim.a pay scale (=a range of levels of pay in 

an organization) She was already at the top end of the pay scale.VERBSget/receive 
pay His wife is also a doctor and receives similar pay. | She works extremely hard 
and gets no pay.earn your pay (=deserve the money you get) Every 

player earned his pay this week.increase/improve sb’s pay He thinks we 
should increase soldiers’ pay.PREPOSITIONSon low/full etc pay Those on low pay do 
not have to pay for medical treatment.PHRASESrate of pay/pay rate (=the amount 

paid every hour, week etc) Many workers in the catering industry are on low rates of 
pay.pay and conditions The unions are demanding better pay and 

conditions.THESAURUS: pay→ salary 

payment /ˈpeɪmənt/ noun  an amount of money that is paid, or the act of 

paying for somethingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + paymentan annual/monthly/weekly 
payment Home buyers have seen their monthly payments go up by more than 50 

percent.a cash payment He provided pills to athletes in return for cash payments.late 
payment A charge will be made for late payment of tax.prompt payment (=made 
immediately or at the right time) Prompt payment of the fees would be very 

helpful.full/part payment He never received full payment for his work.a down 
payment (=a small payment for something you are buying, when you will pay the rest 

later) We were able to put a down payment on an apartment.an interest 
payment Will you be able to keep up with the interest payments on the loan?a 
mortgage payment (=a payment towards a loan on your house) Your mortgage 
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payments could fall if interest rates drop.a bonus payment (=an additional payment 

because success has been achieved) He received a bonus payment equivalent to 3 
months' basic pay.an interim payment (=a payment that is made before something is 

finished or settled) The builder may ask for interim payments as the work 
progresses.VERBSmake (a) payment The company agreed to make a 
further payment of $250,000.receive (a) payment You will receive a cash payment on 

your 65th birthday.accept (a) payment The judge 
had accepted illegal payments.meet/keep up the payments (on sth) (=be able to 
make regular payments) He was having trouble meeting the mortgage payments.miss 

a payment The borrower started missing interest payments.fall behind on/with the 
payments (=not make payments when you should) I had big debts, and was beginning 
to fall behind with the payments.withhold payment (=not make a payment, often 

until something happens) The buyer has the right to withhold payment until he or she is 
satisfied.PREPOSITIONSpayment for sth She refused to accept payment for her 
advice.payment of sth formal Fees will be charged for late payment of bills.in 

payment He had received £30,000 in payment for his services.PHRASESpayment in 
cash He asked to receive payment in cash.payment in dollars/pounds etc They 
would only accept payment in dollars.payment in full She demanded 

immediate payment in full.a payment is due (=it should be made at a particular 
time) The next payment is due on October 1st.payment in kind (=with things, not 

money) They gave me some bottles of wine as payment in kind.THESAURUS: 

paymentinstalment BrE installment AmEa regular payment you make to pay back 

money that you have borrowed or to pay for things that you have already received:I  

borrowed $2,000, which was to be paid back in monthly installments of $250. | I have 

to pay the first instalment next week.deposit also down paymentpart of the cost of  

something that you pay before you get it, so that it will not be sold to anyone else:The 

hotel asks for a $20 deposit to reserve a room. | They used the money they inherited  

as a down payment on a house.subscriptionan amount of money you pay, usually  

once a year, to receive copies of a newspaper or magazine:A subscription to the 

magazine is $52 a year.tipa small amount of money that you give someone, for  

example a waitress or taxi driver, in addition to paying for a service they have given 

you:I usually leave a 10% tip.premiumthe amount you pay for insurance each  

year:Car insurance premiums keep going up.  

peace /piːs/ noun  1. a situation in which there is no war or 

fightingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + peaceworld peace The weapons pose a threat to world 

peace.a lasting/permanent peace A lasting peace cannot be achieved by force.a 
fragile peace (=not likely to last) UN peacekeepers are maintaining the fragile 

peace.an uneasy peace (=when people do not feel relaxed because they think the 
peace will not last) An uneasy peace prevails in the region.VERBSmake peace (with 
sb) (=agree to stop fighting) The English king wanted to make peace with 

France.bring peace to a place She was praised for her efforts to bring peace to the 
region.achieve peace Our goal is to achieve peace.negotiate peace Many people 
have tried to negotiate peace in the Middle East.keep the peace/maintain (the) 

peace Other countries have supplied troops to help keep the peace. | They claimed 
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they just wanted to maintain peace along the border.promote peace (=help it to 

increase) They believe the best way to promote peace is to promote 
democracy.threaten peace The regime’s aggression threatened peace and stability in 

the region.restore peace The emperor’s brother was able to restore peace in the 
troubled areas.peace + NOUNSpeace talks/negotiations A fourth round of peace 
talks will begin on Monday.a peace conference Will the US be sending a delegate to 

the Middle East peace conference?a peace treaty/agreement/accord The formal 
signing of the peace agreement took place in Lisbon on May 31st.a peace 
settlement/deal It is difficult to see how a peace settlement can be achieved.a peace 

plan The leadership rejected the peace plan.the peace process Britain is still 
committed to the peace process.a peace mission (=officials who are sent by their 
government to another country to discuss peace) India’s prime minister sent a peace 

mission to the Gulf.the peace movement (=people who work together to achieve 
peace) As a young man, he was involved in the peace movement.a peace 
campaigner/protester/activist Several peace campaigners were arrested at the 

demonstration.a peace rally (=a large public meeting in support of peace) The group 
organised a massive peace rally in Trafalgar Square.a peace envoy (=a government 
representative who is sent somewhere to achieve peace) The EU is sending a 

special peace envoy to the area.PREPOSITIONSpeace with a country We want peace 
with our neighbours.peace between two countries/groups There had been peace 
between the two countries for fifty years.PHRASESbe at peace (with sb) (=not be 

involved in a war) Officially, England was at peace with Spain.live in peace (with 
sb) I hope we can learn to live in peace.peace and 
security/stability/prosperity The main purpose of the United Nations is to 

maintain peace and security. | The people of Congo richly deserve peace and 

stability. | We have had eight years of peace and prosperity.THESAURUS: 

peacetrucean agreement to stop fighting or arguing with each other for a limited  

period of time:The rebels have ended a 17-month-old truce. | He called  

for a truce between Israeli and Palestinian forces. | There was an uneasy  

truce between Lily and Stephen at dinner.ceasefirean agreement to stop fighting for a  

limited period of time, especially in order to discuss making peace:The two sides  

agreed to a ceasefire which would come into force immediately (=it would start). | The 

rebels broke the ceasefire.armisticea formal agreement to stop fighting a war and to  

discuss making peace:The Korean armistice was signed in July 1953.calma situation in  

which there is no violence, argument, or protest:Attempts by the police to restore  

calm in the area failed.2. a very quiet and pleasant situation in which you are not 

interruptedVERBSleave sb in peace Answer my question, and then I’ll leave you in 

peace.disturb the peace (=end or spoil it) Only church bells disturbed the 
peace.shatter the peace literary (=suddenly end it) A sudden cry shattered the 
peace.peace reigns literary (=there is peace in a place) Peace and tranquillity reign in 

the well-kept grounds.PREPOSITIONSin peace It was nice to be able to eat my lunch in 
peace.PHRASESpeace and quiet/tranquillity We love the peace and quiet here.a 
haven of peace (=a very peaceful place) Your home should be a haven of peace. 

peaceful /ˈpiːsfəl/ adjective  1. not involving war, fighting, or violenceNOUNSa 

peaceful protest/demonstration The students had planned to hold a peaceful 
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protest.a peaceful solution/resolution/settlement The authorities want a peaceful 

solution to the hostage crisis.a peaceful transition (=a peaceful change from one 
system to another) They hope to achieve a peaceful transition to democracy.peaceful 

coexistence (=when people live together without fighting or arguing) The different 
groups in the country have had long periods of peaceful 
coexistence.PHRASESby/through peaceful means We must redistribute power in this 

country by peaceful means.for peaceful purposes They say their nuclear programme 

is for peaceful purposes.THESAURUS: peaceful→ quiet (3)2. calm and 

quietNOUNSa peaceful place I was looking for a peaceful place where I could write my 

books.a peaceful atmosphere The old town has a peaceful atmosphere.a peaceful 
scene She looked at the peaceful scene outside her window.a peaceful life He 
preferred the slow peaceful life of the Devon countryside to London.a peaceful 

day/morning/afternoon etc You can have a peaceful day on your own, with no one 
bothering you.ADVERBSlargely/mostly peaceful The day had been largely 

peaceful.strangely peaceful The streets were strangely peaceful. 

peak /piːk/ noun  1. the time when something or someone is best, greatest, 

highest, most successful etcVERBSreach a peak also hit a peak informal The 
traffic reaches a peak between 5 and 6 p.m. | The company’s stock hit a peak of about 

$23.fall from a peak Visitor numbers have fallen from a peak of 1.8 million per year to 
under 1 million.PREPOSITIONSat the peak of sth He was then at the peak of his 
career.at its/your peak The strawberry season is now at its peak. | At his peak he 

was one of the finest players in the country.past its/your peak By the next Olympics, 
she will be past her peak. | I waited until the evening rush hour 
was past its peak.PHRASESpeaks and troughs (=high points and low points) The 

organization tries to be prepared for peaks and troughs in demand.2. the sharply 
pointed top of a mountainADJECTIVES/NOUNS + peaka mountain peak All around are 
the spectacular mountain peaks of the Jungfrau region.the highest peak Mount 

McKinley is Alaska’s highest peak.a snowy/snow-capped peak The valley was ringed 
by mountains with snowy peaks.a jagged peak (=with several sharp points) At first all 

I could see was the outline of a jagged peak.a rocky peak The castle is situated on 
a rocky peak.a distant peak The mist cleared to reveal distant peaks.a 
lofty/towering peak literary (=very high and impressive) Its lofty peaks were almost 

hidden in cloud.THESAURUS: peak→ top1 (1)  

pedal /ˈpedl/ noun  part of a vehicle, machine, or musical instrument that you 

press with your footVERBSpress/push a pedal Check that your brake lights work 

when you press the brake pedal.step on a pedal He mistakenly stepped on the 
gas pedal instead of the brake.stamp on a pedal (=suddenly press it hard) When he 
saw the child in the road, he stamped on the brake pedal.reach the pedals She 

can’t reach the pedals because her legs are too short.NOUNS + pedala foot pedal The 
machine is operated using a foot pedal.the brake pedal I pressed the brake pedal, but 
nothing happened.the gas pedal also the accelerator pedal BrE He hit the gas pedal 

and the car shot off.the clutch pedal The clutch pedal is the one in the middle.a 
bicycle/bike pedal The bicycle pedals were going faster and faster.PHRASESput your 
foot on the pedal He put his foot on the brake pedal, bringing the vehicle to a 

halt.take your foot off the pedal She suddenly took her foot off the pedal. The  
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expression take your foot off the pedal is most often used to mean that someone  

stops making an effort: After scoring an early goal, they took their foot off the pedal.  

peel /piːl/ verb  THESAURUS > cut1 (1) 

pen /pen/ noun  a thing you use for writing with, which contains 

inkADJECTIVES/NOUNS + pena black/blue/red pen She had a red pen for correcting 
students’ work.a thick pen She wrote a notice using a thick black felt pen.a ballpoint 

pen (=one with a ball at the end that rolls ink onto the paper)a fountain/ink 
pen (=one that you fill with ink)a felt-tip/felt pen (=one with a point made of 
threads pressed together)a marker pen (=a thick felt-tip pen)VERBSuse a pen I 

always use this pen for signing my name.write with a pen She was learning to write 
with a pen.put your pen down Kathy put her pen down and leaned back.a pen runs 
out (=the ink has all been used) My pen has run out – can I borrow 

yours?PREPOSITIONSin pen Please fill out the form in pen.PHRASESpen and 
ink (=used especially when comparing this with other ways of writing) He still prefers 
to use pen and ink, rather than work on a computer.put pen to paper (=start writing 

something) I decided to put pen to paper and describe my own experiences.(a) pen 
and paper Sit down with a pen and paper and make a list. 

penalty /ˈpenlti/ noun  1. a punishment for breaking a law, rule, or legal 

agreementADJECTIVES/NOUNS + penaltya severe/stiff/heavy/tough/harsh 
penalty (=one in which someone is punished severely) There were calls for stiffer 
penalties for killers of police officers.the maximum/minimum penalty The maximum 

penalty for the offence is now three years’ imprisonment.a financial penalty Parents 
who fail to prevent their children committing crimes face heavy financial penalties.the 
death penalty (=the punishment of being killed) If convicted, they could get the death 

penalty.a draconian penalty (=extremely severe) There are draconian penalties for 
drug dealing.VERBSgive/award sb a penalty The judge gave him the death 
penalty.impose a penalty formal (=give someone a 

penalty) Severe penalties are imposed for election fraud.get/receive a penalty I think 
she should get a tougher penalty.pay a penalty The company agreed to pay a penalty 
of $70,000.incur a penalty formal (=have to pay a penalty) If they do not complete 

the work on time, they will incur financial penalties.face a penalty He faces a 
possible penalty of 10 years’ imprisonment.increase/reduce a penalty They are 
proposing to increase the maximum penalty for helping prisoners to escape.a crime 

carries a penalty (=you will receive this penalty if you commit the 
crime) Murder carries a minimum penalty of 15 years in prison.PREPOSITIONSthe 
penalty for (doing) sth The penalty for dropping litter is a £50 fine.2. a chance to 

kick or hit the ball into the goal in a game of football, rugby etc, given because the 
other team has broken a ruleVERBSaward/give (a team) a penalty The 
referee awarded Bradford a penalty in the final minute.get a penalty (=be awarded 

one) Liverpool went into the lead after getting a penalty.take a penalty (=in football 
or soccer) Why did they let Jones take the penalty?kick a penalty (=in rugby) Jon 
Bland kicked a penalty to make it 6–3.miss a penalty He missed that penalty against 

France.score a penalty Billy Dodds scored a penalty for Rangers after 55 minutes. 

pencil /ˈpensəl/ noun  a wooden stick with a black or coloured substance in the 

middle, used for writing or drawingVERBSdraw/write/mark sth with a pencil To 
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make a circle on paper, draw around a plate with a pencil.use a pencil I always use a 

soft pencil for drawing.sharpen a pencil She sharpened her pencil and started 
writing.hold a pencil I’m teaching the children to hold the pencil properly and write 

their names.ADJECTIVESa soft/hard pencil It’s better to use a hard pencil so that you 
get a clear line.a sharp pencil Mark the edges with a sharp pencil.a blunt 
pencil (=not sharp) This pencil’s blunt – have you got a pencil sharpener?(a) 

blue/red etc pencil Some of the names were underlined in red pencil.coloured 
pencils BrE colored pencils AmE Elizabeth had given him a box of coloured pencils.a 
lead pencil All you need is a pad of paper and a lead pencil.pencil + NOUNSa pencil 

drawing/sketch I like her pencil drawings of animals.a pencil line/mark He drew 
a pencil line on the wall to show where he wanted the shelf to go.a pencil case (=for 
putting your pencils in) I bought a new pencil case for the start of term.a pencil 

sharpener (=for making the point sharp) Can I borrow your pencil 
sharpener?PREPOSITIONSin pencil There’s a note written in pencil on the back of the 
envelope.with a pencil He wrote his name with a pencil.PHRASES(a) pencil and 

paper Get a pencil and paper, and I’ll give you the details.a stub of pencil (=a pencil 
that has been sharpened until it is very short) He took a stub of pencil from his pocket. 

penniless /ˈpenɪləs/ adjective  THESAURUS > poor (1) 

pension /ˈpenʃən/ noun  an amount of money paid regularly by the government 

or a company to someone who does not work any moreADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ pensionan old age pension (=a pension that is paid by the state to old people) I will 
be able to get my old age pension when I’m 67.a retirement pension Many workers 

lost their retirement pensions when the fund collapsed.a company pension/an 
occupational pension (=one that your employer pays) He has a small occupational 
pension in addition to the state pension.a state pension BrE a public 

pension AmE (=one that the government pays) They argued that the state 
pension should rise in line with average earnings.a private/personal pension (=one 
that you arrange with a private pension company) I decided to invest in a private 

pension.a good pension (=a large pension) He can expect to draw a good pension.a 
disability pension (=for someone who is disabled, injured, or ill) He was a war 
veteran and was living on a disability pension.a small/modest pension Old people 

living on small fixed pensions were badly affected by inflation.a full pension (=the 
highest amount possible) You have to work for the company for 30 years in order to 

receive a full pension.VERBSget/receive a pension They receive the basic 
state pension. | The former chief executive will get a pension of £260,000 a year.have 
a pension I have a pension of £360 a month from my former employers.draw your 

pension (=receive it) He has got another ten years before 
he draws his pension.collect your pension (=receive it or go to get it) She went to 
the post office every week to collect her pension.take out a pension (=make 

arrangements to have a pension later) People were encouraged to take 
out private pensions.pay into a pension (=pay money regularly so that you will have 
a pension later) When they were not working, they were unable to pay 

into a pension.live on a pension She lives on a pension of $500 a month.retire on a 
pension They can retire on a full pension at 55.pension + NOUNSa pension plan also a 
pension scheme BrE (=an arrangement in which you pay money regularly so that you 

will have a pension later) He contributes to a pension plan.pension 
contributions (=money that you pay into a pension) You can make additional pension 
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contributions.a pension fund (=a large amount of money that a company invests and 

uses to pay pensions) The company wanted to take some money out of the pension 
fund.pension age (=the age when you can get a pension) Most men stayed in their 

jobs until pension age.pension provision (=when you pay money regularly so that 
you will have a pension later) They can’t afford to make adequate pension provision for 
themselves. 

penultimate /peˈnʌltəmət, pə-/ determiner  THESAURUS > last1 (1) 

people /ˈpiːpəl/ noun  used as the plural of ‘person’ to refer to men, women, and 

children: How many people were at the meeting? Most people know that smoking 
causes lung cancer. At least 40 people were killed. People are the 

same everywhere. I’ve never spoken to the people who live next door.THESAURUS: 

peoplefolk informalpeople:Louisa’s parents were country folk and believed very  

much in herbal remedies. | They looked like two ordinary folk. | There are still folk  

around here who remember the old days.the publicordinary people, not people who 

belong to the government or are members of a particular company or organization:This  

information should be made available to the public. | Members of the public aren't  

allowed inside the building. | The gallery is open to the public on  

weekdays.populationall the people who live in a particular area:The city has a  

population of 11 million. | The majority of the population were farmers.the human 

raceall the people in the world, considered as a group:Climate change threatens the 

future of the human race. | I'm reading a book about the origins of the human 

race.mankind also humankindpeople in general – used especially when talking about  

their history or development, or how something affects their existence. Some people  

think that the word mankind seems to make women seem unimportant, and prefer to  

use humankind instead:Travelling into space was a great advance for  

mankind.populace formalthe people who live in a country – a very formal use:It is a  

country where 80% of the populace live in poverty.  

percent AC also per cent BrE written as % /pəˈsent $ pər-/ noun, adjective, 

adverb  one percent means one hundredth of an amountNOUNSa 10 percent 

increase/rise also an increase/rise of 10 percent There has been a 34 percent 
increase in crime.a 10 percent drop/fall also a drop/fall of 10 percent The 
company announced a 42 percent drop in profits.a 10 percent cut also a cut of 10 

percent He proposed a cut of 10 percent in car tax.a 10 percent stake/share He has 
a 17 percent stake in the company.VERBSmake up/constitute 10 percent This 
group constitutes 40 percent of all prison inmates.amount to/represent 10 

percent Staff costs amount to about 70 percent of the annual budget.account for 10 
percent Your brain accounts for about two percent of your body 
weight.increase/rise/grow by 10 percent The number of rail passengers 

has increased by 14 percent.fall/drop by 10 percent Oil prices have fallen by about 
23 percent since July.cut sth by 10 percent Government spending will be cut 
by 10 percent.be/stand at 10 percent Unemployment stood at 9.8 percent.grow 

(by/at) 10 percent Cuba’s trade with the world has grown 27 percent so far this 
year.be taxed at 10 percent All income exceeding $38,000 is taxed 
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at 40 percent.ADJECTIVESthe top/bottom 10 percent I was in the top 5 percent of 

my class.10 percent higher/lower College costs will be at least 80 percent higher in 
five years time than they are today.be up/down 10 percent Car sales 

were up 9 percent.PREPOSITIONS10/20 etc percent of sth Seven percent of the 
population is aged 65 or over. 

percentage AC /pəˈsentɪdʒ $ pər-/ noun  an amount expressed as part of a 

total which is 100ADJECTIVESa high/large percentage A high percentage of our 

students pass their driving test the first time.a small/low percentage Only a small 
percentage of patients require surgery.a tiny percentage Women make up only a tiny 
percentage of the company’s workforce.a significant percentage This country gets 

a significant percentage of its oil from Nigeria and Angola.the overall 
percentage (=including all things) In England, the overall percentage of teachers from 
ethnic minorities is currently around 30%.the average percentage Some stocks rose 

by more than the average percentage.VERBSexpress sth as a percentage (=show an 
amount as a percentage rather than a number) The figure is expressed as a 
percentage of total income.work out/calculate a percentage We calculate the 

unemployment percentage from statistics produced by various government 
departments.measure the percentage The tables measure the percentage of 

students leaving school with basic qualifications.percentage + NOUNSa percentage 
point (=one percent) The Tory party increased its share of the vote by almost 
4 percentage points.a percentage increase/change Crime figures published this 

week showed their largest percentage increase for five years.PREPOSITIONSa 
percentage of sth Only a relatively small percentage of young people are interested in 
politics. | The percentage of school leavers that go to university is about five per 

cent.PHRASESin percentage terms (=when calculated as a percentage) The 
population in Wales is, in percentage terms, now rising more rapidly than that of 
England. 

perception AC /pəˈsepʃən $ pər-/ noun  the way you think about something and 

your idea of what it is likeADJECTIVESa negative/positive perception They didn’t 
want people to have a negative perception of the country. | Their job is to create 
a positive perception of the product.a general/common/widespread 

perception (=which many people have) The general perception is that politicians are 
untrustworthy.a different perception Children and the elderly have different 

perceptions of time.a false/incorrect perception This false perception was based on 
lies spread by the enemy.a correct perception Is this perception correct?a 
traditional perception Too many women still have a traditional perception of 

masculinity.(the) public perception of sth The public perception of the company has 
become very negative.a clear perception I have a very clear perception of what they 
want.VERBShave a perception He had a realistic perception of how hard the task 

would be.create a perception Cases like these create a perception that the law is 
unfair.affect/influence/shape sb’s perception The media 
strongly affect people’s perceptions of the world.change/alter sb’s perception The 

accountants’ organization wants to change public perceptions of their profession.share 
a perception (=people have the same perception) This perception is shared by many 
people.reinforce a perception Unfortunately, his 

answers reinforced the perception that he was guilty.distort a perception Personal 
experience can distort your perception of a situation.challenge a perception The 
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film challenges our perception of what is normal.PREPOSITIONSsb’s perception of 

sth/sb Her perceptions of people were usually right. 

perfect /ˈpɜːfɪkt $ ˈpɜːr-/ adjective  not having any mistakes, faults, or 

damageADVERBSabsolutely perfect His spoken English is absolutely 

perfect.almost/near perfect Her performance was near perfect.technically 
perfect The system was technically perfect.PHRASESfar from perfect (=not at all 
perfect) The weather conditions were far from perfect for flying.less than 

perfect (=not perfect) Many great writers had less than perfect spelling.in a perfect 
world (=used to say how you would like life to be) In a perfect world, we wouldn’t 

need an army.THESAURUS: perfectWITHOUT ANYTHING 

WRONGflawless/faultlessEnglish | performance | record | display | technique | 

skin | complexionwithout any mistakes or faults:His English was absolutely 

flawless. | The dancers gave a faultless performance. | Models are expected to have 

flawless complexions (=perfect skin on their  

faces).impeccabletaste | manners | sense | service | behaviour | timing | reput

ation | credentialsso good that you cannot find anything wrong with it – used 

especially about someone’s behaviour, taste, or experience:She had impeccable taste  

in clothing. | He is a man of impeccable manners. | The food was excellent and the 

service impeccable. | The commission was composed of economists with impeccable  

credentials (=very impressive qualifications and experience, which are impossible to  

criticize).unspoiled also unspoilt BrEcountryside | island | beach | wilderness | a

rea | beauty | sceneryan unspoiled area has not been changed or had ugly buildings,  

roads etc built on it:We had four days of glorious cycling in unspoiled  

countryside. | There are mile after mile of unspoiled beaches. | The area around the 

town is relatively unspoiled.MOST 

SUITABLEperfectplace | day | man | woman | husband | job | world | time | occ

asion | opportunity | solutioncompletely suitable for something or someone:It’s the 

perfect place to relax after a hard day at work. | It was a perfect day for going to the 

beach. | I think I've met the perfect man. | Unfortunately, we are not living in a  

perfect world. | It seemed like the perfect time to ask him. | I think she would  

be perfect  

for him.idealplace | man | woman | husband | job | world | solutionvery suitable  

and exactly what you want – often used about someone or something that you 

imagine, but which does not really exist:Malaysia is the ideal place for a  

vacation. | She still hasn’t found her ideal man. | What would be your ideal job? | In an  

ideal world, we wouldn't have to work for a living. | It seemed like the ideal  

solution.just right especially spokenvery good or suitable in every way:The weather  

was just right for a day at the beach. | The dress is just right for you.be just the 

thing/person informalto be exactly what is needed or wanted:Cold lemonade is just  

the thing on a hot day. | He’s just the person for the job.  
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perfection /pəˈfekʃən $ pər-/ noun  the state of being 

perfectADJECTIVESabsolute perfection If you insist on absolute perfection you will be 
disappointed.near perfection Only one thing spoiled the near perfection of the 
landscape.physical perfection She was considered a model of feminine physical 

perfection.technical perfection The music examiner does not expect technical 
perfection.VERBSstrive for/seek perfection We always strive for perfection.achieve 
perfection With this work, he achieved perfection.reach perfection The fruit reaches 

perfection in August.expect/demand perfection She expected perfection from her 
staff.PHRASEScooked/done/polished to perfection (=perfectly) The beef was 
cooked to perfection.close to perfection (=almost perfect) The climate here is close to 

perfection.bring sth to perfection (=make it perfect) This type of poetry was brought 
to perfection by Alexander Pope.fall short of perfection (=not be perfect) The show 
was good, although it fell short of perfection.sb’s search/quest for perfection The 

motor industry is constantly improving designs in its search for perfection.the peak of 
perfection They harvest each crop at the peak of perfection.a standard of 
perfection Sometimes one of his staff fell short of his standards of perfection. 

perform /pəˈfɔːm $ pərˈfɔːrm/ verb  to do something, especially something 

difficult or usefulADVERBSperform well The class performed well on the test.perform 
effectively/efficiently The engine will not perform very effectively in wet or cold 

conditions.perform successfully China’s economy has been performing 
successfully for many years.perform badly/poorly The team has performed 
badly away from home this season.NOUNSperform a task/job/duty Do you need 

special skills to perform your job? | She was fired for not performing the duties stated 
in her contract.perform a function/role (=have a particular purpose) Software 
that performs this function can be downloaded from the internet. | The two 

organizations perform similar functions.perform an experiment/study/test Part of 
the chemistry exam involves performing an experiment.perform an 
operation also perform surgery The surgeon who performed the operation said it had 

gone well. | He will die unless surgery is performed immediately.perform a 
ceremony (=do a set of official actions at an important religious or social event) The 
opening ceremony was performed by the Queen.perform a service (=do something 

that is useful for other people) Our troops are performing a remarkable service in very 
difficult conditions.perform miracles (=do things that seem impossible) Liverpool’s 

manager warned fans not to expect his young side to perform miracles.perform 
work Some of the doctors also perform voluntary work for the Red Cross.perform an 
action/activity The children enjoy singing and performing the actions to nursery 

rhymes.THESAURUS: perform→ do 

performance /pəˈfɔːməns $ pərˈfɔːr-/ noun  1. an occasion when someone 

performs a play or a piece of musicADJECTIVES/NOUNS + performancea 

fine/good/great performance There are fine performances by Kathy Bates and 
Daryl Hannah.a brilliant/magnificent/superb etc performance Rogers gave a 
brilliant performance of Chopin’s Piano Concerto No. 1.a memorable 

performance (=a good performance that you will remember for a long time) There 
were memorable performances from Madonna and U2.a virtuoso 
performance (=showing great skill) He delivered a virtuoso performance as the 

Phantom of the Opera.a live/public performance (=for people who are 
watching) This is the band’s first live performance since last year.a solo 
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performance (=by a single musician, not a group) Young’s solo performances are 

often his most effective.a theatrical/stage performance It was the first theatrical 
performance I had attended.VERBSgive/deliver/turn in a performance Samuel L. 

Jackson gives a terrific performance in the film. | Both actors turn 
in great performances.go to a performance also attend a performance formal We 
can go to the evening performance if you prefer. | The princess attended a performance 

of ‘The Magic Flute’ at the London Coliseum.see/watch a performance We went 
to see a performance of ‘Hamlet’ in London.put on/stage a performance (=organize 
and do a play or show) They are planning to put on a performance of a new play by 

Tom Stoppard.2. how well or badly a person, company etc does something, especially 
their workADJECTIVESa good/strong performance England needs to produce 
another good performance against France. | The performance of the retail sector 

continues to be strong.a poor performance Why is his performance in school so 
poor?an outstanding performance (=very good) He was rewarded for his 
outstanding performance.a solid performance (=good, but not excellent) He started 

his running season with a solid performance in the London Marathon.a disappointing 
performance The country’s recent economic performance has been disappointing.a 
spirited performance (=showing energy and determination) They won the match, 

thanks to spirited performances from Copsey and Lewis.a satisfactory 
performance He has admitted the sales performance is not satisfactory.a lacklustre 
performance BrE a lackluster performance AmE (=not good or impressive) The 

team must improve on Saturday’s lacklustre performance.economic/financial 
performance Britain’s economic performance has not matched that of some other 
countries. | The company’s overall financial performance has improved.academic 

performance Problems at home can affect students’ academic 
performance.VERBSimprove/boost/enhance sb’s performance The school has used 
technology to improve students’ academic performance.affect sb’s performance Lack 

of sleep affects your performance at work.produce a good/poor etc 
performance (=do well etc) Tiger Woods produced one of the best performances of his 
career.put in a good/poor etc performance (=do well etc) Liverpool put in a 

marvellous performance in the second half.maximize sb’s performance (=make it as 
good as possible) They try to maximize each child’s performance.monitor sb’s 
performance (=keep checking it) The children’s performance at school is continually 

monitored.assess sb’s performance (=judge how good or bad it is) Banks assess the 
performance of firms before lending them money.performance + NOUNSperformance 
indicators (=things that show how well someone or something is doing) We use a set 

of performance indicators to assess the level of progress.performance targets Several 
train operators failed to meet the performance targets. 

performer /pəˈfɔːmə $ pərˈfɔːrmər/ noun  1. an actor, musician etc who 

performs to entertain peopleADJECTIVESa great/good/fine performer She was 
a great performer and audiences loved her.a solo performer He started out as a solo 
performer and then joined a band.a live performer (=who performs in front of an 

audience) He is still a great live performer.an experienced/seasoned 
performer (=one who has been performing for a long time) All the members of the 
cast are experienced performers.a legendary performer (=one who has been famous 

for a long time) A new biography of the legendary performer has just been 
published.an amateur performer Thousands of amateur performers entered the 
competition.a professional performer He would not allow any of his children to 
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become professional performers.NOUNS + performera circus performer He decided 

that the life of a circus performer was not for him.a street performer A crowd of 
people were watching the street performers.a stage performer She became a stage 

performer at the age of six.2. a person, business, product etc that does well or does 
badlyADJECTIVESa good performer These walking boots are good performers in all 
conditions.an outstanding/star performer The leisure sector had been a star 

performer.a top performer Top performers in business, government, and sports know 
how success feels.a solid performer (=one that is always fairly good) The 
construction firm has been a solid performer over the past few years.a poor 

performer How can you identify which staff are poor performers?a consistent 
performer He is the team’s most consistent performer. 

perfume /ˈpɜːfjuːm $ ˈpɜːr-/ noun [C,U]  1. a liquid with a strong pleasant smell 

that women put on their skin or clothing to make themselves smell 

niceADJECTIVESexpensive/cheap perfume He bought me a bottle 
of expensive French perfume for my birthday.strong perfume That perfume you’re 
wearing is very strong.an exotic perfume (=unusual and interesting because it seems 

foreign) The dancers left a trail of exotic perfume in the air.a heavy 
perfume (=strong) She smelled of a heavy perfume he associated with his 

mother.VERBSwear perfume What’s that perfume you are wearing?dab perfume on 
sth (=quickly put perfume on) She dabbed some perfume on her neck.spray yourself 
with perfume Jody sprayed herself with some of her mother’s perfume.smell of 

perfume Her coat smelled of cheap perfume.reek of perfume (=smell strongly of bad 
perfume) It seemed to Polly that Sasha always left the bathroom reeking 
of horrible perfume.perfume + NOUNSa perfume bottle a beautiful crystal perfume 

bottlethe perfume counter (=the place in a large store where you can buy 
perfume) He started dating a girl who works on the perfume counter at Boots.a 
perfume maker (=producer) Perfume makers use large quantities of lavender 

oil.PHRASESa bottle/jar of perfume He gave me a bottle of my favourite perfume.the 
smell/scent of perfume The smell of perfume filled the air.a whiff/hint of 
perfume (=a slight smell of perfume) As she opened the letter, she noticed the 

faintest hint of perfume.2. a sweet or pleasant smellADJECTIVESa sweet 
perfume The sweet perfume from the roses came drifting through the window.a 
heady perfume (=strong and sweet) In early summer, lilacs finally open and release 

their heady perfume.a faint perfume She loved the faint perfume of a spring 
woodland.a delicate perfume The flowers have a lovely delicate 
perfume.PREPOSITIONSthe perfume of sth The room quickly filled with the perfume 

of freshly cut branches burning in the fire. 

peril /ˈperəl/ noun  great danger, or something that causes dangerPHRASESbe in 

peril They didn’t realise they were in peril until it was too late.sb’s life is in peril The 

passengers’ lives were in peril when a fire broke out on board the aircraft.put sb/sth 
in peril They put their own lives in peril to rescue their friends.be in peril of your 
life You cannot shoot a burglar unless you can prove that you are in peril of your 

life.do sth at your own peril (=something bad could happen to you if you do 
something – used especially in warnings) When you start playing with fire, you do so at 
your own peril.ADJECTIVESin great/grave/serious/deadly peril The ship was 

in grave peril and they all thought they were going to die. | The climbers were in deadly 
peril.in immediate/imminent peril (=something bad could happen very soon) The 
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experts described the Earth as being in imminent peril due to the rise in sea levels.the 

hidden perils of sth The article gives advice on avoiding the hidden perils of shopping 
on the internet. 

perilous adjective  THESAURUS > dangerous 

period AC /ˈpɪəriəd $ ˈpɪr-/ noun [C]  a particular length of time with a beginning 

and an endADJECTIVES/NOUNS + perioda long/lengthy period The couple had to 

spend long periods apart.a short/brief period He worked for a short period in 
Manchester.a prolonged period (=continuing for a long time) If you experience the 
symptoms for a prolonged period, see your doctor.a limited period (=a fairly short 

length of time) From May, the castle will be open to the public for a limited period.a 
fixed/set period (=one that will not be changed) A tourist visa allows you to stay in 
the country for a fixed period.an indefinite period (=with no fixed end) The painting 

had been loaned to the gallery for an indefinite period.a six-month/five-year etc 
period also a period of six months/five years etc The drug was tested over a five-
year period.a time period The loan must be paid back over a certain time period.a 

trial period (=when you use someone or something for a short time, to find out if they 
are suitable) The system was introduced for a trial period. | The former Chelsea player 
has joined Manchester United for a three-month trial period.the peak 

period BrE (=the time when the greatest number of people are doing or using 
something) The peak period for visitors is in the summer.off-peak periods BrE (=the 
times when fewer people are doing or using something) Fares during off-peak 

periods are much cheaper.a cooling-off period BrE (=during which someone can 
change their mind about buying an insurance policy or accepting credit) The 
customer’s cooling-off period does not expire until the end of seven days following the 

acceptance.PREPOSITIONSa period of sth There will be short periods of rain during the 
day.PHRASESa period of time His English has improved in a very short period of 
time.a period of the year Christmas is a busy period of the year for us.sb’s period in 

office (=the time when someone has an important job) Throughout his period in office, 

the president supported welfare reform.THESAURUS: periodA PERIOD IN  

HISTORYtimea period of years, months, days etc:The 1960s were a time of great  

social change. | the biggest earthquake in modern times | Verdun was an important  

city in Roman times.agea long period, especially one that represents a particular stage 

in the development of civilization or technology:We are now in the age of the 

internet. | the Stone Age (=when people used tools made of stone) | the industrial  

age | the nuclear ageeraa long period that has a particular character or that is marked 

by particular events:We live in an era of breathtaking change. | De Gaulle’s death  

marked the end of an era. | the post-war era (=the period after the war) | The 

house belongs to another era, when people had dozens of servants to look after  

them.epoch /ˈiːpɒk $ ˈepək/ formalmeans the same as era, but sounds more formal  

and important:We are now entering a new epoch in human history. | It was the end of  

an epoch. | the colonial epoch 

periodical /ˌpɪəriˈɒdɪkəl $ ˌpɪriˈɑː-/ noun  THESAURUS > magazine 
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permanent /ˈpɜːmənənt $ ˈpɜːr-/ adjective  continuing to exist for a long time or 

for all the time in the futureNOUNSpermanent damage/injury Listening to loud music 
can cause permanent damage to your hearing.a permanent 
effect/impact/impression/mark The accident had a permanent effect on him.a 

permanent change The war led to a permanent change in the relationship between 
the two countries.a permanent job/permanent employment Her son is still looking 
for a permanent job.a permanent home/address There are now 180,000 single 

people without a permanent home.a permanent member France is a permanent 
member of the UN Security Council.a permanent resident She wants to become 
a permanent resident of the US.permanent staff The Commission has a permanent 

staff of 24.a permanent exhibition The museum has a permanent exhibition of his 
work.a permanent part/feature/fixture (=someone or something that is always 
there) Stress is now a permanent feature of our lives.a permanent solution What we 

need is a permanent solution.a permanent ban They want a permanent ban on all 
nuclear weapons.a permanent ceasefire (=you say you will stop fighting 
permanently) The terrorists announced a permanent ceasefire.VERBSbecome 

permanent The scheme was intended to last for three months, but it may become 
permanent.make sth permanent The couple decided to make their 

relationship permanent and got married in the summer.PHRASESon a permanent 
basis Maybe you should come and work for me on a more permanent basis.on 
permanent display (=be shown permanently) The statue is on permanent display at 

London’s Barbican Centre.THESAURUS: 

permanentlastingeffect | impact | influence | impression | solution | peaceco

ntinuing for a very long time:Things that happen in early childhood can have a lasting  

effect on your life. | The arrival of the railways had an important and lasting impact on  

the economy. | Plato’s work had a lasting influence on Western philosophy. | The 

experience left a lasting impression on him. | The negotiations are aimed at finding a  

fair and lasting solution to the dispute. | A lasting peace will be difficult to  

achieve.enduringappeal | influence | memory | feature | legacycontinuing for a  

very long time:Beatrix Potter’s books have an enduring appeal for children. | His music  

has had a deep and enduring influence. | His most enduring memory was of his time as  

an officer in the war. | The clock tower was an enduring feature and had been there for  

many years. | Darwin’s theory of evolution is his enduring legacy (=something  

important that remains after someone 

dies).perpetualstate | struggle | conflict | motion | dietcontinuing all the time:The 

people live in a perpetual state of fear. | There is a perpetual struggle for  

power. | Government and Parliament are in a state of perpetual conflict. | Jennifer  

Nettles seems to live in a state of perpetual motion (=she is always moving around and  

doing things). | My sister is on a perpetual diet (=she is always  

dieting).eternallife | love | youth | gratitude | truth | optimistcontinuing to exist  

forever:Do you believe in eternal life? | The ring was meant to be a sign of his eternal  

love. | She thinks she may have found the secret of eternal youth (=a way to stay  
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young forever). | She has my eternal gratitude (=I will always be grateful to her). | For  

scientists, there is no such thing as eternal truth. | You’re always the eternal  

optimist (=you always think that good things will  

happen).everlastinglife | love | shamecontinuing to exist forever:Christ promised 

them everlasting life. | Gold is the symbol of everlasting love. | To my everlasting  

shame, I never told him how sorry I was for what happened.ANTONYMS → temporary 

permission /pəˈmɪʃən $ pər-/ noun  when someone is officially allowed to do 

somethingVERBSask (for) permission also request permission formal Tommy asked 
for permission to go to the bathroom. | Captain Miller requested permission to 
land.apply for permission (=ask for official written permission) The company 

has applied for permission to drill for oil.seek permission (=try to get 
permission) People wanting to visit the island have to seek permission from the 
authorities.have permission to do sth They did not have permission to build on the 

land.get permission also obtain permission formal We’ll need to get permission to 
film inside the museum. | You must obtain permission from the owners before viewing 
the property.get permission also receive permission formal He has just received 

permission to build a huge swimming pool in the grounds of his mansion.give (sb) 
permission also grant (sb) permission formal The city authorities gave 

permission for the rally to take place. | In 1961, he was granted permission to emigrate 
to Israel.refuse/deny (sb) permission Betty’s father refused her permission to 
attend the dance.need permission also require 

permission formal You’ll need written permission from your parents 
first.ADJECTIVESspecial permission The paintings cannot be taken out of Russia 
without special permission.official/formal permission Mr Murphy was granted official 

permission to travel to North Korea.written permission Doctors need written 
permission from the patient before they can operate.sb’s express permission (=used 
when someone says clearly and definitely that something is allowed on this 

occasion) He is not to leave without my express permission.planning 
permission (=official permission to build a new building or change an existing 
one) Eventually, he was granted planning permission for the 

house.PREPOSITIONSpermission for sth The organizers did not have permission 
for the protest march.permission from sb We do not need permission from anyone to 
sell the land.without permission Pages should not be 

copied without the permission of the publisher.with sb’s permission With your 
permission, I’d like to talk to your son alone.PHRASESby kind permission of 
sb formal (=used when thanking someone for allowing something) This photograph is 

reproduced by kind permission of the BBC. 

permit /ˈpɜːrmɪt $ ˈpɜːr-, pərˈmɪt/ noun  an official document giving you the right 

to do somethingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + permita work permit She had problems getting 

a work permit.a parking permit You need to have a parking permit in order to park 
here.a residence permit also a residency permit especially AmE (=one that allows 
you to live in a country) Residence permits will be limited to five years.a travel 

permit They have to obtain a travel permit to enter the city.a special permit (=that 
allows you to do a particular unusual thing) You need to have a special permit to use 
this type of weapon.a building/construction permit The number of applications 

for building permits has slowly increased over the last year.a fishing permit To fish 
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you’ll need a rod licence and a fishing permit.an export permit (=that allows a 

company to sell products or goods abroad) An export permit is required for the export 
of nuclear material.an entry permit (=that allows you to enter a country) Salameh’s 

repeated requests for an entry permit were turned down.VERBShave a 
permit also hold a permit formal Do you have a resident’s parking permit? | He has 
held a gun permit for over thirty years.get a permit also obtain a permit formal You 

have to get a special permit in order to visit the area. | Hunters 
must obtain a permit.apply for a permit Laboratories have to apply for a 
special permit to obtain the chemicals.give sb a permit also grant sb a 

permit formal The immigration authorities refused to grant the men 
residency permits.issue a permit Up to ten fishing permits are issued each day.need 
a permit also require a permit formal EU citizens no longer need a permit to work in 

the UK. | A permit is required for fishing in the lake.permit + NOUNSa permit 
holder Access to this car park is restricted to permit holders.a permit application His 
work permit application is still being processed.PREPOSITIONSa permit for sth The 

authorities have denied a permit for the rally. 

perpetual /pəˈpetʃuəl $ pər-/ adjective  THESAURUS > permanent 

persecution noun  cruel or unfair treatment of someone over a period of time, 

especially because of their political or religious beliefsADJECTIVESreligious 
persecution The Pilgrim Fathers went to America because they wanted to escape 
from religious persecution in Europe.political persecution The organization helps 

people who face political persecution.VERBSsuffer (from) persecution Some religious 
groups still suffer from persecution.face persecution/be subjected to 
persecution (=be persecuted) The family faces persecution if they return to their own 

country.escape/flee from persecution They went abroad in order to escape from 
persecution.fear persecution The refugees fear persecution if they are sent back to 
their native country.persecution + NOUNSa persecution complex (=a mental illness in 

which someone believes that other people are trying to harm them) She had 
a persecution complex and was sure that everyone was trying to avoid 

her.PREPOSITIONSthe persecution of sb The Nazis’ persecution of the Jews resulted 
in the deaths of over 6 million people.PHRASESvictims of persecution The men 
claimed they were victims of religious persecution.the fear of persecution The fear of 

persecution discourages people from discussing politics openly.years/centuries of 
persecution Gypsies have suffered centuries of persecution. 

persevere verb  THESAURUS > continue (1) 

persist verb  THESAURUS > continue (2) 

persistent adjective  THESAURUS > continuous, determined 

person /ˈpɜːsən $ ˈpɜːr-/ noun [C]  a human being, especially considered as 

someone with their own particular characterADJECTIVES/NOUNS + personthe average 

person The average person is not interested in philosophy.an ordinary person I’m 
just an ordinary person, living an ordinary life.an important person Her son is the 
most important person in her life.the only person My wife is the only person who 

really understands me.the best person If you want some honest advice, the best 
person to ask is your mother.the right/wrong person Voters are beginning to 
question whether he is the right person for the job of president.the first/last 

person He was the first person to climb the mountain.a different person Since losing 
all that weight, she looks like a different person.a morning/evening 
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person (=someone who is more active in the morning or more active in the 

evening) I’m not really a morning person, so getting up is the hardest part of my 
day.PREPOSITIONSper person (=for each person) The tickets cost $10 per 

person.PHRASESsb is the sort/type/kind of person Gary is not the sort of 
person who talks about his feelings. 

personal /ˈpɜːsənəl $ ˈpɜːr-/ adjective  1. belonging or relating to one particular 

person, rather than to other people or to people in generalNOUNSsb’s personal 

view/opinion My personal opinion is that the project was too ambitious.sb’s 
personal possessions/belongings/property also sb’s personal 
effects formal Your personal property should be clearly marked with your name and 

address. | When you leave the train, remember to take all your personal 
belongings with you. | She had to collect her dead husband’s personal effects from the 
police station.personal taste/preference Music is very much a matter of personal 

taste. | My personal preference is for a garden that has lots of flowers.sb’s personal 
qualities (=the good things about someone’s character) He got the job on the basis of 
his experience and his personal qualities.personal experience I know from personal 

experience how hard it can be to raise a child.a personal relationship She established 
good personal relationships with her co-workers.sb’s personal interests (=things that 

benefit someone) You should put your own personal interests to one side and think 
about other people for a change.your personal space (=a comfortable distance that 
you like to keep between you and other people) He kept leaning into me, invading 

my personal space.a personal computer Most young people have a personal 
computer or a laptop.a personal trainer (=someone whose job is to tell you which 
exercises are most suitable for you and who helps you to do those exercises) I guess 

having a personal trainer is a good idea if you want to get really fit.PHRASEStake/have 
a personal interest in sth The prime minister took a personal interest in the case.for 
(your) personal use He bought a computer for his personal use.on a personal 

level (=used when giving your own opinion) On a personal level, it’s been a very 
positive experience.2. relating to the private parts of your lifeNOUNSsb’s personal 
life I won’t answer questions about my personal life. | I try to keep my personal 

life and work separate.personal details Fill in your personal details, including your 
nationality, date of birth, and a current address. | It is not company policy to give out 
employees’ personal details.personal problems These kids have a wide range 

of personal problems.a personal question Can I ask you a personal question?a 
personal call (=a phone call that relates to private matters, not work) We’re not 
allowed to make personal calls from the office.ADVERBSdeeply/intensely 

personal (=very personal) The content of the letter was deeply personal.rather 
personal (=very personal) That’s a rather personal question!strictly personal (=not 
related to business or work) His visit to the country was on a strictly 

personal basis.PHRASESfor personal reasons The company’s chief executive has 
resigned for personal reasons. 

personal /ˈpɜːsənəl $ ˈpɜːr-/ adjective  1. belonging or relating to one particular 

person, rather than to other people or to people in generalNOUNSsb’s personal 
view/opinion My personal opinion is that the project was too ambitious.sb’s 
personal possessions/belongings/property also sb’s personal 

effects formal Your personal property should be clearly marked with your name and 
address. | When you leave the train, remember to take all your personal 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1579] 

belongings with you. | She had to collect her dead husband’s personal effects from the 

police station.personal taste/preference Music is very much a matter of personal 
taste. | My personal preference is for a garden that has lots of flowers.sb’s personal 

qualities (=the good things about someone’s character) He got the job on the basis of 
his experience and his personal qualities.personal experience I know from personal 
experience how hard it can be to raise a child.a personal relationship She established 

good personal relationships with her co-workers.sb’s personal interests (=things that 
benefit someone) You should put your own personal interests to one side and think 
about other people for a change.your personal space (=a comfortable distance that 

you like to keep between you and other people) He kept leaning into me, invading 
my personal space.a personal computer Most young people have a personal 
computer or a laptop.a personal trainer (=someone whose job is to tell you which 

exercises are most suitable for you and who helps you to do those exercises) I guess 
having a personal trainer is a good idea if you want to get really fit.PHRASEStake/have 
a personal interest in sth The prime minister took a personal interest in the case.for 

(your) personal use He bought a computer for his personal use.on a personal 
level (=used when giving your own opinion) On a personal level, it’s been a very 
positive experience.2. relating to the private parts of your lifeNOUNSsb’s personal 

life I won’t answer questions about my personal life. | I try to keep my personal 
life and work separate.personal details Fill in your personal details, including your 
nationality, date of birth, and a current address. | It is not company policy to give out 

employees’ personal details.personal problems These kids have a wide range 
of personal problems.a personal question Can I ask you a personal question?a 
personal call (=a phone call that relates to private matters, not work) We’re not 

allowed to make personal calls from the office.ADVERBSdeeply/intensely 
personal (=very personal) The content of the letter was deeply personal.rather 
personal (=very personal) That’s a rather personal question!strictly personal (=not 

related to business or work) His visit to the country was on a strictly 
personal basis.PHRASESfor personal reasons The company’s chief executive has 
resigned for personal reasons. 

personality /ˌpɜːsəˈnæləti, ˌpɜːsəˈnælɪti $ ˌpɜːr-/ noun  someone’s character, 

especially the way they behave towards other peopleADJECTIVESa strong 
personality Mercer has a strong personality and always tells you his opinion.a 

forceful/powerful personality (=very strong) The architect’s forceful 
personality ensured that the work progressed rapidly.a dominant 
personality (=controlling other people) He had a dominant personality and could be a 

bit of a bully.a warm personality (=friendly and kind to people) Everyone who knew 
Roseanne will miss her warm personality.a magnetic/charismatic 
personality (=strong and attractive, so that people admire and respect you) Clinton 

was a talented politician with a magnetic personality. | Like many other people, I was 
attracted by his charismatic personality.a split personality (=used about someone 
who is mentally ill and has sudden extreme changes of behaviour) The pop star had a 

split personality – he was obsessed with peace and quiet, but he was always shouting 
at people.an outgoing/extrovert personality (=liking to talk to people) The job 
requires someone with an outgoing personality.an engaging/attractive 

personality (=pleasant, so that people like you) He is strikingly handsome with a 
very engaging personality.a dynamic personality (=active and full of energy) He 
lacked the dynamic personality needed to make a success of running the business.a 
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bubbly/lively/vibrant personality (=happy, friendly, and eager to do things) Her 

bright and bubbly personality made her one of the most popular girls in her year.a 
colourful personality BrE a colorful personality AmE (=interesting) He was known 

as much for his colorful personality as for his guitar skills.personality + NOUNSa 
personality type The couple have very different personality types – he’s very shy, but 
she likes being with people and going to parties.a personality trait formal (=a part of 

your personality) She shares many of her mother’s personality traits.a personality 
disorder (=a mental illness affecting someone’s personality) The hospital treats 
patients with severe personality disorders.a personality clash (=when people cannot 

work together because they are so different) The band eventually split because 
of personality clashes. 

personnel /ˌpɜːsəˈnel $ ˌpɜːr-/ noun  the people who work in a company, 

organization, or military forceADJECTIVESmilitary/service personnel There have 

been several attacks upon US military personnel.trained/qualified personnel The 
unit is staffed by trained personnel.skilled personnel Organizations need to be able to 
attract skilled personnel.senior/junior personnel It is crucial that senior personnel be 

on site from at least 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.key/essential personnel (=very important and 
necessary) Many of the key personnel have left the company.security 

personnel Security personnel made thorough checks on passengers’ bags.medical 
personnel There is a severe shortage of trained medical personnel.technical 
personnel We employed 800 technical personnel to design the software.civilian 

personnel (=who work for the armed forces but are not soldiers, sailors etc) The UN 
has withdrawn all its civilian personnel from the area.management personnel Further 
training for all management personnel will take place next week.administrative 

personnel (=people who organize and manage work) Soldiers from the regiment are 
supported by a team of engineers and administrative personnel.personnel + NOUNSthe 
personnel department/office Applicants should send their CV with a covering letter 

to the personnel department.a personnel record/file (=official information about an 
employee) The personnel files are held on the company’s database.a personnel 
manager/director Details of the case will be forwarded to the personnel 

manager. The expression human resources or HR is more usual in these  

combinations: She works in the HR department.  

perspective AC /pəˈspektɪv $ pər-/ noun  1. a way of thinking about something, 

especially one which is influenced by the type of person you are or by your 
experiencesADJECTIVES/NOUNS + perspectivea new/different perspective I like the 

programme because it gives you a different perspective on world news. | Living in 
America gave him a whole new perspective on life.a fresh perspective (=new and 
interesting or useful) We need to approach this problem from a fresh perspective.an 

alternative perspective The diaries and letters of ordinary people give an alternative 
perspective on the past.a wider/broader perspective Exchange programmes help 
students get a wider perspective.a historical perspective It is important to see the 

issue from a historical perspective.a global/international/local perspective We 
need to look at environmental issues with a global perspective.a 
British/American/Russian etc perspective From a French perspective, the war 

achieved nothing.a balanced perspective (=one that gives equal attention to all sides 
of an argument or situation) It is impossible to get a balanced perspective when the 
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only news agency is controlled by the state.a personal perspective From a personal 

perspective, I learned a lot from the experience.a female/male perspective Carson’s 
lyrics are definitely written from a female perspective.a feminist perspective From 

a feminist perspective, the workplace still favours men.a Marxist perspective From 
a Marxist perspective, crime is largely the product of capitalism.a business 
perspective I think it was a good idea, from a business perspective.a 

Christian/Muslim perspective We approach the problem from a Christian 
perspective.VERBShave a ... perspective Everyone seems to have a 
different perspective on the issue.see/view sth from a ... perspective A child can 

only see the world from his or her own perspective.give (sb) a ... 
perspective Spending some time apart might give you both a better perspective on 
your relationship.provide/offer a ... perspective Her novel provides a 

different perspective on the period.get/gain a ... perspective When you reach my 
age, you get a more mature perspective. | I gained a better perspective of the dangers 
the soldiers faced when I worked alongside them.put a ... perspective on sth (=make 

you consider something in a particular way) This new evidence put a whole 
new perspective on the case.PREPOSITIONSa perspective on sth His perspective 
on events may be completely different from yours.from the perspective of 

sb also from sb’s perspective The book is written from the perspective of a child.2. a 
sensible way of judging and comparing situations so that you do not imagine that 
something is more serious than it really isVERBSlose perspective People 

sometimes lose perspective on what is really important in life. | I think Viv’s lost all 
sense of perspective.put sth into/in perspective (=consider something in a sensible 
way by comparing it with something else) When I saw their suffering, it really put my 

own problems into perspective. | Let’s put this data into perspective by looking at the 
figures over the last ten years.get/see sth in perspective (=judge how important 
something is in relation to other things) Discussing problems with friends can 

help get things in perspective.keep sth in perspective (=realize that something is not 
as important as other things) I hope we can all keep this issue in perspective.PHRASESa 
sense of perspective Try to keep a sense of perspective about your job situation – at 

least you have a job! 

persuade /pəˈsweɪd $ pər-/ verb [T]  to make someone decide to do something, 

especially by giving them reasons why they should do it, or asking them many times to 

do itVERBStry/attempt to persuade sb If you say you’re leaving, he’ll try to persuade 
you to stay.manage to persuade sb (=succeed in persuading someone) I 
finally managed to persuade her to go out for dinner with me.fail to persuade sb He 

had failed to persuade voters to vote for him.ADVERBSfinally/eventually persuade 
sb They eventually persuaded her to change her mind.gently persuade sb See if you 
can gently persuade him to go to the doctor.be easily persuaded They were easily 

persuaded to sell the land.PREPOSITIONSpersuade sb into (doing) sth He managed 
to persuade her into getting in his car.PHRASESan attempt to persuade sb There was 
no attempt to persuade him to reconsider.let yourself be persuaded into doing 

sth Don’t let yourself be persuaded into buying things you don’t want.THESAURUS: 

persuadetalk sb into (doing) sthto persuade someone to do something, especially  

something they do not really want to do:Why did I let you talk me into this? | He 

finally talked her into going on a date with him.get sb to do sthto make someone do 
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something by persuading or asking them:If we can’t get a taxi I’ll get Joe to pick us  

up. | I know how to get you to kiss me.convinceto persuade someone that they 

should do something, because it is the best or the right thing to do:It would be difficult  

to convince them to change their decision. | I managed to convince him that I knew 

marginally more about the subject than he did.encourageto try to persuade someone 

to do something, especially because you think it will be good for them:Children should  

be encouraged to read all kinds of books.influenceto have an effect on what someone 

decides to do:Several factors are likely to influence this decision. | You must  

not let me influence you - it's your choice.coaxto persuade someone to do something  

by talking gently and kindly:I tried to coax him to eat a little. | She didn't want to  

come out at first, but I succeeded in coaxing her into it.cajole /kəˈdʒəʊl $ -ˈdʒoʊl/to  

persuade someone to do something by praising them or making promises to them:He 

hoped to cajole her into selling her house.put sb up to sthto persuade or encourage 

someone to do something wrong or stupid:Who put you up to this?dissuade formalto  

persuade someone not to do something:How do you dissuade young 

people from experimenting with drugs? | See if you can dissuade him from going.  

persuasion /pəˈsweɪʒən $ pər-/ noun  1. the act of persuading someone to do 

somethingADJECTIVESgentle persuasion After a little gentle persuasion, Dad agreed 

to drive us to the mall.friendly persuasion If friendly persuasion fails, what are you 
going to do then?VERBSneed persuasion He didn’t need much persuasion to accept 
the job offer.take persuasion I don’t think it will take much persuasion to get him to 

change his mind.use persuasion We’ve tried using persuasion and it did not 
work.PHRASESa method/means/form of persuasion Economic sanctions will only be 
used if all other forms of persuasion have failed.the art of persuasion As a former 

diplomat, she is skilled in the art of gentle persuasion.use all your powers of 
persuasion (=use all your skill at persuading people) She had to use all of her powers 
of persuasion to stop him from going to the police.be open to persuasion (=be able 

to be persuaded to do something) Although Mr Butler won’t sell his shares, his partners 
might be open to persuasion.with a little persuasion With a little persuasion from his 
mates, Robbie got up and sang.after some persuasion After some persuasion, the 

nurse allowed me to see her for 5 minutes.2. a particular kind of religious or political 
beliefADJECTIVESsb’s religious persuasion People of every religious persuasion have 
visited the temple.sb’s political persuasion The person’s political persuasion is not 

important.PHRASESpeople of a different persuasion I don’t find the advertisements 
offensive, but people of a different persuasion might be offended. 

pertinent /ˈpɜːtɪnənt $ ˈpɜːr-/ adjective  THESAURUS > relevant 

pessimistic /ˌpesəˈmɪstɪk◂, ˌpesɪˈmɪstɪk◂/ adjective  expecting that bad things 

will happen in the future, or that someone cannot 
succeedADVERBSvery/extremely/deeply pessimistic Experts are deeply 

pessimistic about the US economy.overly/unduly pessimistic (=too 
pessimistic) Maybe I’m being overly pessimistic, but I don’t think this target can be 
achieved.NOUNSa pessimistic view/attitude/outlook His ideas are based on a 

very pessimistic view of human nature. | Some writers have a pessimistic outlook on 
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life, and this is reflected in their work.a pessimistic 

forecast/prediction Their pessimistic predictions about supplies of oil have been 
proved wrong.a pessimistic note (=a pessimistic way of looking at things) The play 

ends on a pessimistic note.VERBSsound/seem/appear pessimistic He sounded 
pessimistic about the chances of reaching an agreement.remain pessimistic Many 
observers remain pessimistic about the political situation in the Middle 

East.PREPOSITIONSpessimistic about sth Workers are pessimistic about the chances 

of finding another job.THESAURUS: 

pessimisticgloomypicture | description | mood | atmosphere | forecast | pro

phecy | outlook | vision | warningnot having much hope for the future:The article  

painted a gloomy picture of the human rights situation in the country. | The country is  

in a gloomy mood. | I wouldn't believe all those gloomy prophesies about another  

world recession. | Environmental groups are gloomy about the future of our  

planet.negativeattitude | view | opinion | outlookconsidering only the bad qualities  

of a situation, person etc, and not the good ones:His negative attitude towards work  

was affecting his colleagues. | She seemed to have a very negative outlook on 

life. | Why are you always so 

negative?downbeatassessment | mood | remark | statementhaving an attitude 

that is not hopeful and not expecting success, or not expecting the situation to  

improve, especially the economic or political situation:His assessment of the UK’s  

economic prospects is generally downbeat. | The overall mood in the stock market is  

decidedly downbeat. | The chairman made some downbeat remarks about the 

company’s sales performance. | They seem downbeat about the country's future.fear  

the worst formalto expect a situation to have the worst possible result, because you 

know how bad the situation could be:I hadn’t heard any news from her for over a  

week, and I was starting to fear the worst.sb’s glass is half empty informalused 

about people who only see the bad qualities of a situation, even when other people  

might see better qualities in the same situation:He’s one of those people whose glass is  

always half empty.ANTONYMS → optimistic 

pet /pet/ noun  an animal such as a cat or dog which you keep and care for at 

homeADJECTIVES/NOUNS + peta family pet These dogs make an ideal family pet.a 
domestic/household pet Cats and other domestic pets give their owners a lot of 

pleasure.an exotic pet (=an unusual pet from a foreign country) Often owners do not 
know how to care for exotic pets such as lizards.VERBShave a pet Do 
you have any pets?keep a pet (=have one in your home) People who live in the 

building aren’t allowed to keep pets.make good/ideal etc pets (=be good or very 
good as pets) Rabbits make good pets.pet + NOUNSa pet dog/cat/rabbit etc I used 

to have a pet rabbit when I was young.a pet owner The website has lots of useful 
information for pet owners.pet food He bought two cans of pet food.a pet shop BrE a 
pet store AmE Your local pet shop will have a variety of different collars. 

petition /pəˈtɪʃən, pɪˈtɪʃən/ noun  a written request signed by a lot of people, 

asking someone in authority to do something or change somethingADJECTIVES/NOUNS 
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+ petitionan online petition 50,000 people signed an online petition protesting against 

the cuts.a protest petition BrE They presented a protest petition with 4,000 
signatures to the government.VERBSsign a petition Most of the parents 

have signed the petition against the school closure. | They wanted me 
to sign a petition against experiments on animals.organize a 
petition We organized a petition asking the government to repeal the law.draw up a 

petition (=prepare one) They are drawing up a petition which will be presented to the 
prime minister. | Local residents have drawn up a petition to protest the proposed 
road.hand in/present/deliver a petition A group of pensioners went to Westminster 

to deliver the petition.a petition calls for/demands sth A petition calling for an 
inquiry was signed by 15,000 people.a petition opposes sth Local people signed 
a petition opposing the plans.petition + NOUNSa petition drive AmE (=an attempt to 

get a lot of people to sign a petition) More than 20,000 signatures were gathered by the 
petition drive.PREPOSITIONSa petition against sth She asked me to sign a petition 
against building on local playing fields.a petition for sth They collected over 20,000 

signatures on a petition for a change in the law.a petition from sb The government 
receives a great many petitions from members of the public. 

petrol /ˈpetrəl/ noun BrE  a liquid obtained from petroleum that is used to supply 

power to cars and other vehiclesADJECTIVESunleaded petrol also lead-free 
petrol (=petrol that does not contain lead) Modern cars all run on unleaded 

petrol.leaded petrol Leaded petrol was phased out years ago. In American English,  

people say gas or gasoline. VERBSfill (sth) up with petrol She stopped to fill up 

with petrol. | I like to fill the car up with petrol before I start a long journey.run out of 

petrol We almost ran out of petrol on the way here.run on petrol The vehicle runs 
on unleaded petrol.use petrol If the tyres are at the correct pressure, your car 
will use less petrol.petrol + NOUNSa petrol station (=a place where you fill your car 

with petrol) We’d better stop at the next petrol station.a petrol pump (=a machine for 
putting petrol in cars at a petrol station) This petrol pump is out of use.the petrol 
tank (=the part of a car where you put the petrol) The petrol tank was nearly empty.a 

petrol engine (=that runs on petrol) The new model has a turbocharged 2-litre petrol 
engine.a petrol car also a petrol-engined car I switched from a petrol car to a diesel 
because the diesel gets better mileage.a petrol gauge (=an instrument in a vehicle 

showing the amount of petrol left) The petrol gauge was on full when we left.petrol 
prices As petrol prices continue to soar, the search is on for alternative fuels.petrol 
fumes (=strong-smelling gases from petrol) On hot days, the noise of the traffic and 

the petrol fumes can be unbearable.a petrol tanker (=a vehicle used for carrying 
petrol)PHRASESa litre/gallon of petrol How much is a litre of petrol?a tankful/tank 
of petrol (=the amount of petrol that you need to fill up a car) He bought a tankful of 

petrol before setting off.the price/cost of petrol The price of petrol keeps going up.a 
smell of petrol There’s a strong smell of petrol inside the vehicle. 

petty /ˈpeti/ adjective  THESAURUS > unimportant 

phase AC /feɪz/ noun [C]  one of the stages of a process of development or 

changeADJECTIVES/NOUNS + phasethe first/second/third etc phase The first 
phase of the police investigation is almost complete.the early/initial phase In 
the early phase of the disease, the symptoms are relatively mild.the final/last 

phase The civil war was entering its final phase.an important/critical/crucial 
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phase This was the most important phase of his political career.a pilot phase/an 

experimental phase (=one which is carried out as a test, to find out whether 
something will be successful) It’s better to find any faults at the pilot phase than when 

the product is in production.the development phase In the development phase, we 
concentrated on the building’s design and materials.distinct phases (=clearly separate 
phases) The process went through three distinct phases.the acute/chronic 

phase (=the most serious stage of a disease or illness) During the acute phase of the 
disease, patients must be watched very closely.a passing phase (=one that will soon 
change – used about someone’s attitudes and behaviour) Her parents hope her bad 

attitude is just a passing phase.VERBSenter/begin/start a phase Juan entered a 
new phase in his life when he got married.go through a phase Like most teenagers, 
I went through a rebellious phase.reach a phase The team must win tonight 

to reach the next phase of the competition.complete a phase The first phase of the 
project will be completed in July.mark a phase (=show that a new phase is 
beginning) The incident marks a new phase in the terrorist campaign.PREPOSITIONSin 

a phase The building work is still in its early phase.during a phase During the 
cooling phase, the clay becomes hard again.PHRASESphase one/two/three etc Phase 
one of the project is expected to cost $4.6 million. 

phenomenon AC /fɪˈnɒmənən, fɪˈnɒmɪnən $ fɪˈnɑːmənɑːn, fɪˈnɑːmɪnɑːn, -

nən/ noun  something that happens or exists in society, nature etc The plural  

of phenomenon is phenomena. ADJECTIVESa new phenomenon The recent 

problems with the world economy are not a new phenomenon.a recent 
phenomenon The demand for organic food is a fairly recent phenomenon.a common 

phenomenon Blaming someone else for your mistakes is a common phenomenon.a 
growing phenomenon (=becoming more common) Social networking websites are 
a growing phenomenon.a rare phenomenon They were enjoying that rare 

phenomenon, a hot English summer.a unique phenomenon (=the only one of its 
kind) A system of planets orbiting a sun is not a unique phenomenon.a strange 
phenomenon This strange phenomenon has yet to be explained by scientists.a 

natural phenomenon (=one that happens in nature) Natural phenomena, such as the 
appearance of comets, were seen as signs that something bad was going to 
happen.supernatural/paranormal phenomena (=ones that appear to be against the 

laws of nature) Ghosts are one example of paranormal phenomena.psychic 
phenomena (=relating to the power of the human mind to do strange 
things) Scientists have been studying psychic phenomena such as telepathy for many 

years .a global/worldwide phenomenon (=in all parts of the world) The book has 
become a global phenomenon.a universal phenomenon (=one that is found 
everywhere, or that always happens in every case) Trade in slaves has been a universal 

phenomenon, affecting all primitive societies.a social/cultural etc 
phenomenon Homelessness is one social phenomenon that seems to be getting 
worse.VERBSa phenomenon occurs/happens This phenomenon occurs on average 

once in every 100 years.study/examine/investigate a phenomenon The more 
we investigated these phenomena, the stranger they seemed.PREPOSITIONSthe 
phenomenon of sth The phenomenon of global warming has been blamed for the 

disappearance of glaciers. 
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philosophy AC /fəˈlɒsəfi, fɪˈlɒsəfi $ -ˈlɑː-/ noun  1. the study of ideas about 

existence and the meaning of lifeADJECTIVESWestern/Eastern philosophy He 
became interested in Buddhism and Eastern philosophy while he was in 
Japan.Greek/Chinese/French etc philosophy The writer is an expert on Greek 

philosophy.ancient/classical philosophy The study of ancient philosophy focuses 
mainly on Plato and Aristotle.modern/contemporary philosophy Her book tries to 
answer some of the questions raised by modern philosophy.VERBSstudy 

philosophy Laura is at university studying philosophy.teach philosophy He 
now teaches philosophy at the University of Vermont.PHRASESthe philosophy 
department also the department of philosophy He is head of the philosophy 

department at the University of Wales.a philosophy professor/teacher also a 
professor/teacher of philosophy Her philosophy teacher recommended the book.a 
philosophy student also a student of philosophy a brilliant young philosophy 

student2. a set of ideas that someone believes in and followsADJECTIVESsb’s basic 
philosophy My basic philosophy is simple: treat other people in the way that you want 
them to treat you.sb’s personal philosophy He has his own personal philosophy that 

he tries to live by.sb’s guiding philosophy (=beliefs that help you when making 
difficult choices or decisions) The company’s guiding philosophy has been to focus on its 

core business.homespun philosophy (=simple ideas about life, rather than serious or 
complex ideas) The book’s charm lies in its mixture of humour and homespun 
philosophy.VERBSfollow a philosophy The school follows a philosophy which basically 

says that learning should be fun.adopt a philosophy (=start to follow a 
philosophy) He adopted a simple business philosophy, which he still believes in 
today.develop a philosophy The different parts of the Health Service need 

to develop a common philosophy towards patient care.be based on a 
philosophy These principles are based on the philosophy of freedom of choice. 

phone1 /fəʊn $ foʊn/ noun  a telephone Phone is the usual way of  

saying telephone in everyday English. VERBS + phoneanswer the phone also pick 

up the phone When I called home, my dad answered the phone.use sb’s phone Do 

you mind if I use your phone?talk/speak to sb on the phone Kate and I talk on the 
phone every day. | We spoke earlier on the phone, if you remember.call sb on the 
phone I called her on the phone and invited her to Las Vegas.get on the phone to 

sb (=call them) We got on the phone to the hospital straight away.get off the 
phone (=stop using the phone) I’ll tell her when she gets off the phone.put the phone 
down I only remembered his name after I had put the phone down.slam the phone 

down (=put it down hard, because you are angry) He was so mad he just slammed the 
phone down.come to the phone I’m sorry, she can’t come to the phone right now.be 
wanted on the phone (=someone has asked to speak to you on the phone) Larry, tell 

Rosemary that she’s wanted on the phone.phone + VERBSthe phone 
rings The phone was ringing as she entered the room.phone + NOUNSa phone call I 
had a phone call from Sam yesterday.a phone conversation The phone 

conversation with her mother had upset her.sb’s phone number Can I have 
your phone number?a phone line (=a telephone wire or connection) The TV 
company’s phone lines were jammed with angry viewers complaining about the 

programme.a phone book/directory (=a book containing the names, addresses, and 
phone numbers of the people in an area) You’ll find the number in the phone book.a 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1587] 

phone booth also a phone box BrE (=a small structure containing a public 

telephone) She called her boss from a phone booth.a phone bill (=a bill for phone 
calls) Our last phone bill was huge.a phone company (=one that provides a telephone 

service) Different phone companies offer different deals for making 
calls.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + phonea mobile phone BrE a cell phone AmE (=a 
telephone that you can carry with you) Most people have mobile phones now.a pay 

phone (=a public telephone) Where’s the nearest pay phone?PREPOSITIONSby 
phone He spoke to his lawyer by phone on Monday.on the phone (to sb) (=using the 
phone) I was on the phone to my mother all morning.off the phone (=not using the 

phone or no longer using the phone) I’ll ask him when he gets off the phone.down the 
phone BrE Anna rang me, and she was crying down the phone.over the phone You 
shouldn’t give out personal details over the phone.PHRASESthe phone is busy also the 

phone is engaged BrE (=the person you are calling is already speaking to someone 
else) I tried you earlier, but your phone was engaged.the phone goes/is dead (=the 
phone line stops working or is not working) The phone suddenly went dead.take/leave 

the phone off the hook (=lift the part you speak into from its usual place so the 
phone cannot connect) On Friday nights we just take the phone off the hook and 

relax.THESAURUS: phonemobile phone BrE also mobile informala telephone 

that you can carry with you, that works by using a network of radio stations to pass on  

signals:You can't use your mobile on a plane. | I'll call him on his mobile. | You 

can reach me on my mobile. | She always has her mobile switched off. | I gave him my 

mobile phone number. | Even children as young as eight have mobile phones.cell  

phone AmE also cell informala mobile phone:You can reach me on my cell phone. | It  

is dangerous to use your cell phone when you're driving. | What's your cell  

number?smartphonea phone that allows you to use the internet, send emails, play  

games, use apps etc:You can watch movies on their latest smartphone. | I  

can download the app to my smartphone. | The trouble with smartphones is that they 

often have a very short battery life.voice mail/voicemaila system that records  

messages so that you can listen to them on your phone:Let me check my voice 

mail. | I just got a voicemail message from him.text message also text SMSa 

message from someone that you can read on your mobile phone:I got a text  

from Paul. | Why don't you send him a text?landlinea telephone that uses wires –  

used when comparing this with a mobile phone:Calls cost 25p from a landline, more 

from a mobile phone.  

phone2 also phone up /fəʊn $ foʊn/ verb [I,T]  to speak to someone by 

telephone: I’ll phone you this evening. Why didn’t they phone the police? For more 
information phone 8279–3772.PHRASESphone back Tell him to phone 
back tomorrow.phone to say sth Stevie phoned to say that he was going to be 

late.keep phoning sb I kept phoning her up, asking to meet her.THESAURUS: 

phonecallto phone someone. Call is the most common way of talking about phoning  

someone in everyday English. It is used in both British and American English:One of  

the neighbors called the police. | Can you call me back later? | You 
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can call me on my cell phone. | I tried calling him on his mobile (=on his mobile  

phone).telephone formalto phone someone:Angry listeners telephoned the BBC to 

complain.ring BrEto phone someone. Ring is more informal than phone or call:I can 

ring her at the office tomorrow.give sb a call also give sb a ring BrE spokento phone 

someone:If you ever come to Seattle, give me a call. | I’ll give the hospital a ring and 

see how he is.Skype trademarkto make a telephone call using special software that  

allows you to make calls over the internet:I Skyped her last night and we spoke for  

hours.  

photocopy verb  THESAURUS > copy2 (1) 

photograph /ˈfəʊtəɡrɑːf $ ˈfoʊtəɡræf/ noun  a picture obtained by using a 

cameraADJECTIVES/NOUNS + photographa wedding/graduation photograph I kept 
all my wedding photographs in an album.a holiday photograph They showed me 

their holiday photographs from their trip to Thailand.a colour photograph BrE a color 
photograph AmE The book is illustrated with beautiful colour photographs.a black-
and-white photograph There are some old black-and-white photographs of your 

grandparents in that box.a digital photograph If it’s a digital photograph, you can 
email it to me.a framed photograph On the desk was a framed photograph of her 
children.a signed photograph (=signed by the famous person shown in it) He keeps 

a signed photograph of the singer in his office.an aerial photograph (=taken from 
above, usually from a plane) Aerial photographs can be used to locate archaeological 
sites.a faded photograph All her life she kept a faded photograph of Dad in his army 

uniform.a blurred/blurry photograph (=not clear or sharp) Some of 
the photographs were rather blurred and it was difficult to see what was happening.a 
grainy photograph (=that looks unclear, as if the image is made of spots) In 

one grainy old photograph, my grandfather is standing beside a Model T Ford.a sepia 
photograph (=black and white with shades of brown, like a very old photograph) I 
only remember seeing one faded, sepia photograph of my aunts, which must have been 

taken in about 1900.VERBStake a photograph Who took that photograph of you?get a 
photograph (=take one successfully) I managed to get some great photographs of 

Manhattan.pose for a photograph (=sit or stand in a particular position when having 
your photograph taken) The prime minister posed for photographs with other European 
leaders.print/publish a photograph The newspaper printed photographs of him 

kissing another woman.blow up/enlarge a photograph (=make it bigger) When 
the photograph was enlarged, it was possible to read the writing on the envelope.scan 
a photograph (=copy it using a special machine attached to a computer) I 

can scan the photograph and send you a copy.a photograph shows 
sb/sth The photograph shows him with his younger brother.photograph + NOUNSa 
photograph album (=a book in which you put photographs) Mama kept a photograph 

album full of pictures of her family.PREPOSITIONSa photograph of sb Did you see 
that photograph of Leo in the newspaper?a photograph by sb The gallery has a 
collection of photographs by Robert Mapplethorpe.in a photograph Who’s that 

man in the photograph?PHRASESa photograph is out of focus (=it is not clear 
because the lens is not in the right position) Some of the pictures were out of focus and 
it was difficult to see what was happening.a photograph is in focus (=it is clear 

because the lens is in the right position) Before you press the shutter, make sure that 
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the subject is in focus. In everyday English, people very often say photo instead  

of photograph. Photo can be used with all the same collocations  

as photograph. THESAURUS: photographphoto informala photograph:Do 

you want me to take your photo? | We did the photo shoot for the cover of the 

magazine in New York. | The Tory leader took advantage of the situation for a photo 

opportunity (=a chance to be photographed in a way that makes him look  

good).picturea photograph of someone or something:I saw her picture in the paper  

the other day. | This is a really good picture of Sarah. | Can I take your  

picture?snap BrE informal snapshot especially AmEa photograph that you take quickly  

and without thinking carefully about how it will look, for example when you are on 

holiday:Patrick showed me his holiday snaps. | She held up a snapshot of her three 

children.shot informala photograph – used especially by people who often take 

photographs:I got some great shots of Mount Fuji. | It’s a lovely shot. | Who are the 

other people in the shot?printa photograph that has been printed on photographic  

paper:What size print do you want? | a set of 4 by 6 inch prints  

phrase /freɪz/ noun  a number of words used togetherADJECTIVESa 

famous/well-known phrase I was reminded of Einstein’s famous phrase: ‘God does 

not play dice.’a memorable phrase In that speech, Churchill used the memorable 
phrase ‘an iron curtain’.a colourful phrase BrE a colorful phrase AmE (=interesting 
or rude) His conversation is full of colourful phrases.a well-turned phrase (=skilfully 

invented or chosen) She creates lifelike characters with a few well-turned phrases.an 
empty phrase (=not sincere or not having any real effect) The party’s promises are 
just empty phrases.VERBSuse a phrase Gauguin used the phrase ‘working from 

memory’ to describe his method.hear a phrase We have all heard the 
phrase ‘greenhouse gases’, but do you know what it means?coin a phrase (=invent a 
phrase) He was the man who coined the phrase ‘desktop publishing’.borrow a 

phrase (=use a phrase that someone else invented or used) Why is everyone – 
to borrow a phrase from Gore Vidal – ‘stating the obvious with a very real sense of 
discovery’?turn a phrase (=say things in a good or interesting way) This poet knows 

how to turn a phrase.PHRASESa choice of phrase It was an unfortunate choice of 
phrase.a turn of phrase (=a way of saying things or saying something) She had an 
odd turn of phrase. | Clearly pleased with his turn of phrase, he sinks back into his 

chair.THESAURUS: phraseexpressiona fixed phrase which is used in a language 

and has a particular meaning:The teacher gave us a list  

of common English expressions to learn. | Students often have difficulty  

understanding colloquial expressions (=informal expressions used in everyday spoken 

language). | 'In the family way’ is an old-fashioned expression which means  

pregnant. | I was absolutely knackered, if you’ll pardon the expression (=used when 

you think someone might be offended by the words you have used).idioma group of  

words that has a special meaning which you cannot guess from the meanings of each  
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separate word:‘Under the weather’ is an idiom which means ill.clichéa phrase that is  

boring and no longer original because people use it a lot:The phrase ‘at the end of the 

day’ has become a real cliché. | There is some truth in the old cliché that time is a  

great healer.saying/proverba well-known phrase that gives advice about life:There is  

an old Chinese proverb which says ‘A journey of a thousand miles starts with a single  

step’. | Do you know the saying ‘A problem shared is a problem halved’?slogana short  

phrase that is easy to remember, especially one used in advertising or  

politics:Protesters were shouting anti-government slogans. | She started her career  

writing advertising slogans.mottoa phrase that expresses a person’s or organization’s  

beliefs and aims:The school motto was ‘Truth and Honour’. | ‘Don’t do anything today,  

if you can leave it till tomorrow’ has always been my motto.  

physical AC /ˈfɪzɪkəl/ adjective  related to someone’s body rather than their 

mind or emotionsNOUNSphysical activity/exercise We all know about the health 

benefits of physical activity. | I don’t get enough physical exercise these days.physical 
fitness You need to work on your physical fitness. | He was obsessed with physical 
fitness.physical education (=sport and physical exercise, taught as a subject at 

school) On Friday afternoons we have physical education.physical strength He had 
enormous physical strength.sb’s physical appearance In our culture we worry too 

much about physical appearance.physical harm (=injury or damage) If we think a 
child is at risk of physical harm, we have a duty to tell the authorities.physical 
violence We will not tolerate threats of physical violence.physical abuse (=beating or 

hurting someone’s body) He had suffered physical and mental abuse as a 
child.physical contact If there is physical contact between players, there will 
inevitably be injuries.physical condition The patient’s physical condition is 

stable.physical pain He was in great physical pain.physical health Your grandmother 
is in good physical health for her age.a physical disability (=a condition that makes it 
difficult for someone to use a part of their body properly) Her son was born with 

severe physical disabilities.physical symptoms (=of an illness or disease) The physical 
symptoms of the disease can be treated with drugs.a physical defect/deformity (=a 
physical fault, especially one that only affects appearance) The proportion of children 

born with physical defects here is unusually high. 

physically AC /ˈfɪzɪkli/ adverb  in relation to your body rather than your mind or 

emotionsADJECTIVESphysically fit It is important to keep yourself physically 

fit.physically active He remained physically active far into old age.physically 
attractive Do you find him physically attractive?physically ill/sick (=often used for 
emphasis when saying that you find something disgusting) The thought of kissing him 

made her feel physically ill.physically exhausted The soldiers returned home mentally 
and physically exhausted.physically demanding He does a physically 
demanding job.physically strong They have players who are physically strong and 

skilful.physically disabled The attack left her physically disabled.VERBSphysically 
attack sb It was the first time he had ever physically attacked anybody.physically 
abuse sb (=beat or hurt them) He had physically and mentally abused his 

wife.PHRASESbe physically capable of doing sth Any one of them would have 
been physically capable of committing the crime.be physically able/unable to do 
sth (=used for emphasis) I was so frightened that I was physically unable to move. 
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physique /fəˈziːk/ noun  the shape of someone’s body – used especially about a 

man who has a strong bodyADJECTIVESa strong/powerful/muscular physique He 
took his shirt off to reveal an incredibly muscular physique.a good/fine/perfect 
physique A bodybuilder’s goal should be to build a perfect physique.a 

great/superb/magnificent physique With his magnificent physique and deep voice, 
Charlton Heston was born to be a Hollywood hero.a lean physique (=with no 
fat) A lean physique can be developed by diet and training. 

piano /piˈænəʊ $ -noʊ/ noun (plural pianos) [C]  a large musical instrument that 

has a long row of black and white keys, that you play by pressing themVERBSplay the 
piano also play piano AmE Can you play the piano?play sth on the 

piano He played me the tune on the piano.learn the piano She wanted her children 
to learn the piano.practise the piano BrE practice the piano AmE I would practise 
the piano for three or four hours a day.sit (down) at the piano She sat down at the 

piano and began to play.accompany sb on the piano (=play the piano while someone 
sings or plays a different instrument) Lisa sang while George accompanied her on the 
piano.tune a piano (=adjust it so that it plays the right notes) Someone is coming 

tomorrow to tune the piano.piano + NOUNSpiano music The restaurant has live piano 
music on Fridays and Saturdays.piano practice Have you done your piano practice?a 
piano player He is a wonderful piano player.a piano teacher My piano teacher is 

Japanese.a piano lesson I started having piano lessons. A piano player, especially  

one who plays as a job, is often called a pianist: The pianist played ‘Happy  

Birthday’. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + pianoa grand/concert piano (=a large piano often 

used in concerts, with strings in a horizontal position) The pianist sat down at a grand 

piano and began to play.an upright piano (=a normal one, with strings in a vertical 
position) There was an old upright piano next to the stage.an electric piano I learned 
to play on an electric piano.PREPOSITIONSon the piano He played a couple of his new 

songs on the piano. 

picnic /ˈpɪknɪk/ noun  an occasion when people take food outdoors to eat it, or 

the food that you eatVERBShave a picnic We decided to have a picnic down by the 

lake.go on/go for a picnic If the weather’s fine, we’ll go for a picnic.take/bring a 
picnic (=used about the food itself) We brought a picnic and a rug to sit on.picnic + 

NOUNSa picnic lunch (=lunch that consists of a picnic) It’s a lovely day, so I thought 

we’d have a picnic lunch outside.a picnic area/site (=a special area with tables where 
people can have picnics) There is a picnic area next to the car park.a picnic 
spot/place (=a place that is suitable for a picnic) We found a lovely picnic spot by the 

river.a picnic basket/hamper (=a container in which you carry food for a picnic) We 
took a picnic hamper with us full of sandwiches and bottles of beer.NOUNS + picnica 
family picnic This is a popular place for family picnics. 

picturesque /ˌpɪktʃəˈresk◂/ adjective  THESAURUS > beautiful 

pie /paɪ/ noun  fruit, meat, or vegetables baked inside a pastry 

coveringVERBSmake a pie The pie is easy to make – you just need some pastry, some 
apples, and some sugar.bake a pie Every Sunday, my mother used to bake a pie in the 

oven.eat a pie Someone has eaten all of the pie.NOUNS + pieapple/cherry/pumpkin 
etc pie Can I have another slice of apple pie, please?a meat/chicken/steak/pork 
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etc pie We bought a couple of meat pies outside the ground after the match.a mince 

pie (=a small pie filled with dried fruit, eaten in Britain especially at Christmas) I like to 
make my own mince pies.pie + NOUNSpie crust (=the baked outside part of a pie) I 

love it when the pie crust is soft and flaky.a pie shell AmE (=a covering for a pie, 
made of pastry) Pour the mixture into a pie shell and chill it in the refrigerator.pie 
filling (=the food put into a pie) I bought some pie fillings at the store.pie 

dough (=the mixture of water and flour used to make the pastry cover) Do you have a 
recipe for pie dough?a pie dish/plate also a pie pan AmE Place the ingredients in 
a pie dish and bake for 35 to 40 minutes.PHRASESa slice/piece of pie There’s only a 

small piece of pie left. 

piece /piːs/ noun [C]  an amount of something that has been separated from the 

main partADJECTIVESa small/little/tiny piece The plate shattered into a thousand 
tiny pieces.a big/large/huge piece We covered the hole with a large piece of wood.a 

long/short piece I need a long piece of string and some scissors.another piece Can I 
have another piece of cake?equal/equal-sized pieces She cut the pie into four equal 
pieces.bite-sized pieces (=small and easy to eat) chop the potato into bite-sized 

pieces.VERBScut sth into pieces Cut the carrots into thin pieces.cut off a piece of 
sth Cut off a piece of wood five centimetres in length.break sth into pieces The sea 

was trying to break the ship into pieces.break off a piece of sth He broke off a piece 
of bread and took a sip of beer.smash sth to pieces The crowd knocked down the 
statue and smashed it to pieces.break/shatter into pieces She dropped the mirror on 

the floor where it broke into many small pieces.tear sth to pieces Oliver tore the meat 
to pieces with his teeth as if he were a wild animal.take sth to pieces (=remove a lot 
of parts from something, especially to repair it or find out how it works) The mechanic 

had taken the motorcycle to pieces.PREPOSITIONSa piece of sth The lid was tied on 
with a piece of string.be in pieces The map had been folded and unfolded so many 

times it was now in pieces.THESAURUS: piecebitof paper | of food | of  

wood | of metal | of rock | of stone | of glass | of clotha piece or part. Bit is more 

informal than piece and is often used about smaller pieces:The notes were written on 

tiny bits of paper. | She had a bit of food stuck in her teeth. | He threw a bit of  

wood onto the fire. | A bit of rock had got inside my shoe. | There were bits of glass all  

over the floor.lumpof sugar | of coal | of metal | of rock | of wood | of claya 

small piece of something solid or firm that does not have a regular shape:He put  

seven lumps of sugar into his coffee. | Can you put another lump of coal on the 

fire? | A lump of rock just missed my head. | I fell over a lump of wood on the 

ground. | She picked up a big lump of clay and put it on the wheel.scrapof paper | of  

cloth | of material | of food | of wooda small piece of something such as paper that  

is no longer needed:I wrote the phone number on a scrap of paper. | They used 

the scraps of material to create the costumes for the play. | The dog was eating scraps  

of food off the floor. | He was building a cart out of scraps of wood and metal.stripof  

paper | of cloth | of fabric | of plastic | of land | of grass | of beacha long 

narrow piece of something:Cut a strip of paper 12 centimetres wide. | Curtains can be 

held in position using strips of fabric or ribbons. | There was a narrow strip of  
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land between the two houses. | The leather had been cut into strips.sheetof  

paper | of glass | of metal | of ice | of plastic | of carda thin flat piece of paper or  

another material:She was staring at a blank sheet of paper. | I looked up at the 

huge sheet of glass and steel. | The lake was covered with a huge sheet of ice.sliceof  

bread | of toast | of pizza | of cake | of cheese | of meat | of lemon | of  

tomatoa thin flat piece of bread or other food, cut from a larger piece:Can I have 

another slice of bread? | Arrange the slices of tomato and courgette in a  

circle. | Cut the tomatoes into thin slices.chunkof rock | of ice | of bread | of  

metal | of fruita piece of something solid that does not have a regular shape:An 

enormous chunk of rock fell down the side of the mountain. | The lake still has a few 

floating chunks of ice. | He wiped round his plate with a chunk of bread. | The fruit  

was cut into large chunks.hunkof bread | of cheese | of meat | of metala large 

piece with rough edges, which has been cut or has broken off a bigger piece:She ate 

a hunk of fresh-baked bread. | Stan cut himself a big hunk of cheese. | A rough hunk 

of metal was stuck in my shoulder.blockof ice | of wood | of stone | of marble | of  

concretea large piece of something solid, which has straight sides:A young man 

opened the freezer and lifted out a big block of ice. | The statues are carved from 

solid blocks of wood. | The building was a big ugly block of concrete.slabof stone | of  

rock | of meat | of pie | of buttera big thick flat piece of something:The wall was  

made of long flat slabs of stone. | People wondered how the huge slabs of rock were 

transported across the island. | Her father was busy cutting slabs of meat into smaller  

pieces. | The floor consisted of big stone slabs.cubeof sugar | of icea piece that has  

six square sides:I dropped five cubes of sugar into my coffee glass. | She put an ice 

cube in her drink. | Cut the eggplant into cubes.wedgeof cheese | of lemon | of  

piea piece that has a thick end and a pointed end, and is shaped like a triangle:The 

man in the store cut me a big wedge of cheese. | Serve the fish with a few wedges of  

lemon. | The dessert was a massive wedge of creamy pie.barof chocolate | of soapa 

block of something such as chocolate or soap, which has straight sides:He ate a  

whole bar of chocolate. | There’s another bar of soap in the cupboard. | Go to the 

grocery store and buy yourself a candy bar. | The gang stole gold bars worth more 

than £26 million.segmentone of the parts of an orange or grapefruit, after you have 

taken off the peel (=the hard outside part):Divide the oranges into 

segments.rasher BrEof bacona slice of bacon:I usually have two rashers of bacon for  

breakfast.A VERY SMALL PIECEfragmentof rock | of bone | of glass | of metala 

small piece that has broken off something, especially something hard:The 

archaeologists found tiny fragments of bone. | The window shattered, covering them 

with fragments of glass.crumba very small piece of bread, cake etc:There were just a  

few crumbs left on the plate. Breadcrumb is usually spelled as one word. speckof  
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dust | of dirta piece of something such as dirt or dust which is so small you almost  

cannot see it:She brushed the specks of dust from the table. | A speck of dirt never  

hurt anybody.dropof water | of rain | of blood | of moisture | of milk | of  

whiskya very small amount of a liquid:A drop of water fell on her bare arm. | I felt  

a drop of rain on my neck. | There were tiny drops of blood on the floor.  

pierce /pɪəs $ pɪrs/ verb  to make a small hole in or through something, using 

an object with a sharp pointNOUNSpierce a hole (in/through 

sth) Pierce small holes in the base of the pot.pierce skin Using a 
fork, pierce the skin of the chicken.a bullet/arrow/spike/needle pierces sth Rose 
underwent emergency surgery after a bullet pierced her lung.PREPOSITIONSpierce sth 

with sth Steam the corn until it can easily be pierced with a fork.PHRASEShave your 
ears/nose etc pierced (=have a small hole made in your ears, nose etc so you can 
wear jewellery) Mum won’t let me have my ears pierced. 

pile /paɪl/ noun  a group of several things of the same type that are put on top of 

each otherADJECTIVESa neat pile She picked up the books and put them in neat 
piles.a huge pile His mother came in carrying a huge pile of ironing in her 

arms.PREPOSITIONSa pile of sth Flora looked through a pile 

of magazines.THESAURUS: pilestacka neat pile of things of the same type:There 

were stacks of books on the floor.heapa large messy pile of things:All his clothes  

were lying in a heap on the floor.mounda pile of something with a round shape:There 

was a big mound of rice on the plate.mountaina very large pile of something with a  

round shape:There was a mountain of dirty laundry waiting to be washed. | I came 

back to a mountain of paperwork (=a lot of letters and documents that you have to  

deal with).  

pill /pɪl/ noun  a small solid piece of medicine that you swallow wholeVERBStake 

a pill Have you taken your pills today?swallow a pill She swallowed the pill with a few 
sips of water.a doctor prescribes pills (=tells someone to take them) Her doctor 

prescribed some pills for her blood pressure.pop a pill informal (=take one quickly, 
without thinking about it seriously) It’s best not to just pop a pill every time you can’t 
sleep.NOUNS + pilla sleeping pill I took a sleeping pill to help me sleep.vitamin 

pills He was taking large quantities of vitamin pills to keep himself healthy.malaria 
pills (=pills that prevent malaria) Don’t forget to take your malaria pills.the birth-
control/contraceptive pill (=a pill that women can take to avoid getting 

pregnant) The invention of the birth-control pill had a huge effect on society. In  

everyday English, people often refer to the contraceptive pill as just the  

pill. PHRASESin pill form The drug is usually sold in pill form or as a powder.be on 

pills (=take them regularly) He was on pills for anxiety.be on/go on the pill (=take 

or start taking contraceptive pills regularly) Her doctor advised her to go on the pill.a 
bottle of pills She took a bottle of pills from the medicine cabinet.take an overdose 
of pills (=take too much of a drug at one time) Her husband died after taking an 

overdose of pills. 
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pink /pɪŋk/ adjective, noun  the colour you get when you mix red and 

whiteADJECTIVESpale/light/soft pink The plant has pale pink flowers.pastel 
pink (=pale pink) She looked elegant wearing a pastel pink dress.dark/deep pink The 
curtains were deep pink.bright pink Her cheeks were bright pink after the 

run.hot/shocking/fuchsia pink (=very bright) She bought a shocking 
pink jacket.fluorescent pink (=very bright, almost shining) He marked some of the 
names with a fluorescent pink pen.salmon pink (=a pink-orange colour) The salmon 

pink flowers look nice against the grey stone.rose pink She showed them into a lovely 
pale grey and rose pink sitting room.PREPOSITIONSin pink (=wearing pink 
clothes) Two little girls in pink skipped past.PHRASESa shade of pink The flowers are a 

lovely shade of pink.pink with pleasure/excitement/embarrassment (=used to 
describe someone’s face) Shiona’s cheeks turned pink with pleasure at the compliment. 

pipe /paɪp/ noun  a tube through which a liquid or gas flowsADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ pipea burst/broken pipe Burst pipes can cause a lot of damage.a water/gas/fuel 
pipe Insulating the hot water pipes will save you money on your heating bill. | The 
engineer replaced the broken gas pipe.a waste pipe (=one for taking away used water 

from a sink, shower, washing machine etc) The waste pipe must be blocked because 
the sink’s still full of water.a sewer/sewage pipe (=an underground pipe that carries 
away used water and human waste from houses)a copper/metal/plastic 

pipe Copper pipes can be very expensive.VERBSa pipe leaks One of the pipes in the 
bathroom is leaking.a pipe bursts A pipe burst and flooded the kitchen.a pipe 
freezes When the pipes froze last winter, we had no water.pipes lead 

somewhere There are two pipes leading to the boiler, for hot and cold water.block a 
pipe Something is blocking the waste pipe.lay a pipe (=put it carefully in place) They 
were digging a trench to lay water pipes. 

pistol /ˈpɪstl/ noun  a small gun you can use with one handVERBSfire/shoot a 

pistol The police officer took aim and fired his pistol at the gunman.point/aim a 
pistol He aimed the pistol and pulled the trigger.carry/hold a pistol Joe came out of 

the room holding a pistol in each hand.pull out a pistol also take out a pistol He 
suddenly pulled out a pistol and shot me in the leg.ADJECTIVESa loaded pistol He 
keeps a loaded pistol in his desk.an automatic/semi-automatic pistol (=which can 

quickly fire a lot of bullets) Police found a rifle and two semi-automatic pistols in his 
house.a starting pistol (=used at the start of a race) When he fires the starting pistol, 
the race will begin.a water pistol (=a toy pistol that shoots water) Mum, Bobby keeps 

squirting his water pistol at me!a 22-/38-/45-caliber pistol (=used when saying how 
big the pistol is) The robber was armed with a 38-caliber pistol.a 9mm pistol He put 
his hand in his pocket and took out a 9mm pistol.pistol + NOUNSpistol shots I heard 

two pistol shots followed by screaming. 

pity1 /ˈpɪti/ noun  sympathy for someone who is suffering or unhappyPHRASESbe 

filled with/full of pity His heart was filled with pity for the children who had survived 

the earthquake.take/have pity on sb (=feel sorry for someone and treat them with 
sympathy) He was expecting a long prison sentence but the judge took pity on him.an 
object of pity (=someone who people feel sorry for) He was a proud man and didn’t 

want to be an object of pity.a feeling/sense of pity Annie had a sudden feeling of 
pity for her aunt.a wave/surge of pity (=a sudden strong feeling of pity) The woman 
looked so lost that a wave of pity washed over me.a twinge/stab of pity (=a small 

feeling of pity) He never showed the slightest twinge of pity for his victims.VERBSfeel 
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pity I felt pity for all those people who have lost their money. | No one can look at 

these photographs and not feel pity. | He looked very ill, but Marie felt no pity 
for him.show pity After they won the war, they showed no pity.ADJECTIVESlittle/no 

pity Meryl felt no pity for him, just contempt.some pity “Have some pity!” begged 
Janet, almost in tears.PREPOSITIONSpity for sb I feel nothing but pity 
for him.with/without pity He pushed her away without pity.out of pity (=because 

someone feels sorry for another person) I think he only stayed with me out of pity. 

pity2 /ˈpɪti/ verb (past tense and past participle pitied, present 

participle pityingpities) [T not usually in progressive]  to feel sorry for someone 
because they are in a very bad situation: Sam pitied his grandmother there alone, 

never going out. She pitied him rather than feeling any anger towards him.PHRASESI 
pity anyone who.../I pity the person who... I pity anyone who has to feed a family 
on such a low income.pity the poor... Pity the poor teachers who have to deal with 

these kids. 

place /pleɪs/ noun  1. a space or area, for example a particular point on a 

surface or in a room, building, town, city etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS + placea 

nice/lovely/wonderful place There are lots of nice places to eat. | He took us to 
a lovely place by the river.an interesting/fascinating place I liked Morocco – it’s 
a fascinating place.a good/great place (=suitable for something) This is a good 

place for the children to play.a perfect place/the ideal place (=one that is extremely 
suitable for something) Colorado is the perfect place for skiing.a safe place Make sure 
you keep your passport in a safe place.the right/wrong place These books are all in 

the wrong place.a meeting/gathering place The club was a meeting place for young 
musicians.a hiding place He watched them from his hiding place.the last resting 
place (=the place where someone is buried) This tomb is the last resting place of the 

Davison family.place + NOUNSa place name (=the name of a town, city etc) A lot of 
the place names are Spanish in origin.a place mat (=a mat that you put on a table for 
each person who is eating there, to protect the table)PREPOSITIONSin a 

place Everything had been put back in a different place.a place for (doing) sth The 
island is an ideal place for a holiday.in places (=in some places) The wall was quite 
damp in places.PHRASESsb’s place of birth formal I need to know your date and place 

of birth.sb’s place of work/employment formal (=the place where you work) Did the 
accident happen at your place of work or at home?sb’s place of residence formal You 

must inform the immigration authorities if you change your place of residence.sth’s 
place of origin formal (=the place where something came from) The goods are clearly 
marked with their place of origin.places of interest (=places, such as areas of a city 

or museums, that are interesting to visit) Jo pointed out the places of interest as we 
drove along.a place of worship The Great Mosque has been a place of worship for 
Muslims for centuries.a place of safety His youngest son had been sent away to 

a place of safety.a place of refuge (=somewhere safe to go or hide) The cave offered 
a place of refuge for the weary travellers.a place of pilgrimage (=one that people 
visit because it is special, usually for a religious reason) Her grave became a place of 

pilgrimage for her fans.from place to place I’ve spent the day dashing about from 
place to place.all over the place (=everywhere) There were bags of rubbish lying all 

over the place.THESAURUS: placepositionthe exact place where someone or  

something is, in relation to other things:She showed me the position of the village on 

the map. | I changed the position of the mirror slightly. | Jessica moved to a position  



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1597] 

where she could see the stage better. | The tracking system can locate your exact  

position (=it can find your exact position).pointa particular place on a line or  

surface:At this point the path gets narrower. | No cars are allowed beyond this  

point.spota place, especially a particular kind of place, or a place where something  

happens. Spot sounds rather informal:She chose a sunny spot next to a river. | The 

area is a favourite spot for windsurfers. | This is the exact spot where I asked her to  

marry me. | It certainly is a beautiful spot.locationa place where someone or  

something is, or where something happens. Location sounds more formal  

than place:Please tell me your exact location. | The prisoners were taken to  

an undisclosed location (=people would not say where it was). | Venice is an ideal  

location for a winter break.sitea place, especially one that will be used for a particular  

purpose, or where something important happened:Waterloo was the site of  

a great battle. | There are plans to develop the site for housing. | The area has become 

a dumping site for nuclear waste. | The area around the house has been turned into  

a building site.venuea place where something such as a meeting, concert, game etc  

takes place:The city will be the venue for the next Olympic Games. | The hotel is  

a popular wedding venue.scenethe place where something bad such as an accident or  

crime happened:The criminal often goes back to the scene of the crime. | Ambulance 

crews were at the scene within minutes.settingthe place and the area around it, where 

something is or where something happens:The village lies in a beautiful setting (=it is  

in a beautiful setting). | This was the setting for the film ‘A Room With a  

View’. | Beautiful gardens provide the perfect setting for outdoor  

dining.somewhereused for talking about a place when you are not sure exactly which  

place:She came from somewhere in London.whereaboutsthe place where someone or  

something is – used especially when you do not know this or do not want to tell  

people:The whereabouts of the painting is unknown. | He refused to disclose his  

whereabouts (=say where he was). | I’m not sure about her whereabouts.2. an 

opportunity to go to a university, go on a course, be a member of a team etcVERBSget 
a place It’s really hard to get a place on the course.have a place She has a place at 
college starting in September.win a place That year, he won a place at Oxford 

University.offer sb a place The school called to offer him a place.lose your place If 
you don’t come to training you might lose your place on the team.refuse sb a 
place She had been refused a place at her first-choice school.PREPOSITIONSa place at 

a university/college/school etc They were all competing for a place at the school.a 
place on a course/team/committee There are still a few places left on the course.a 
place in a team/contest/nursing home He beat 3,000 others to win a place in the 

national finals. 

plagiarize also plagiarise BrE /ˈpleɪdʒəraɪz/ verb  THESAURUS 

> copy2 (2), steal 

plain1 /pleɪn/ adjective  1. very clear, and easy to understand or 

recognizePHRASESit is plain (that)... It was plain that Giles was not going to 
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agree.make it plain (=state something clearly) I made it quite plain that I would never 

marry him.make yourself plain (=state something clearly, so that you cannot be 
misunderstood) If you do that again you will be punished. Do I make myself plain?as 

plain as the nose on your face also as plain as day spoken (=obvious) It was as 
plain as the nose on your face that they were trying to trick me.sth is plain to 
see (=easy to recognize or understand) The advantages of living closer to work 

are plain to see.2. not beautiful or attractiveTHESAURUS: 

plain→ ugly (1)3. simple and with no decoration, or using simple and clear 

wordsTHESAURUS: plain→ simple 

plain2 /pleɪn/ noun  a large area of flat landADJECTIVES/NOUNS + plainthe 

vast/great plain(s) Beyond the mountains lay the vast plains of the Central 
Valley.the open plain(s) On the open plains of East Africa are zebras, antelopes, and 
gazelles.a flat plain Here a group of small hills rises out of the flat plain.a grassy 

plain The village is situated on the high grassy plains at the foot of the Sierra.a fertile 
plain (=good for growing crops) The rains washed soil down to create fertile plains.a 
flood plain (=an area of flat land on either side of a river, which is sometimes covered 

in water) The river’s flood plain turns to hard sun-baked mud during the dry season.the 
Great Plains (=a large area of high flat land in the central United States and 
Canada) It is estimated that there were more than 30 million buffalo on the Great 

Plains.VERBSroam the plains (=move around them freely) Huge herds of bison 
once roamed these plains.cross the plain The early settlers crossed the plain in 
covered wagons. 

plan1 /plæn/ noun  1. a set of actions for achieving something in the future, 

especially a set of actions that has been considered carefully and in detailVERBShave a 
plan We have a plan for dealing with this type of situation.make a plan Mary has been 

busy making plans for her wedding.come up with a plan (=think of a plan) The 
chairman must come up with a plan to save the company $6 million.draw up a 
plan (=prepare a written plan) The company has already drawn up plans to develop 

the site.devise/formulate/form a plan (=make a detailed plan) He devised a 
daring plan of escape.carry out a plan also implement/execute a plan formal (=do 
what has been planned) The bombers were arrested before they could carry 

out their plans. | To implement its plans, the company has entered into a partnership 
with another software developer.announce/unveil/reveal a plan (=officially tell 
people about it) The minister unveiled the government’s plans for modernising the 

health service.outline a plan (=describe it in a general way) They listened carefully as 
he outlined his plan.approve/reject a plan (=officially say yes or no to 
it) The plan was approved at a board meeting on 24 

December. | The plan was rejected on the grounds that it would cost too much 
money.keep to/stick to a plan We’re sticking to our original plan.oppose a 
plan Local residents are opposing plans to enlarge the airport.abandon/scrap/cancel 

a plan (=decide not to continue with it) The plan had to be scrapped because it was 
too expensive. | We had to cancel our plans to go to Australia when Jack got ill.shelve 
a plan (=not continue with it, although you might continue with it later) The plans will 

be shelved until the financial situation improves.launch a plan (=start it) The 
council launched its plans to redevelop the city centre.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + plana 
detailed plan The generals drew up detailed plans for the invasion.a 
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cunning/clever/ingenious plan The gang devised a cunning plan to rob the bank.an 

ambitious plan The plan was very ambitious, but it worked.sb’s future/long-term 
plans The prime minister outlined his long-term plans at the party conference.a five-

year/ten-year etc plan UNESCO has a 25-year plan to provide basic education to 
all.a business plan The bank wants to look at the business plan before lending us any 
money.a peace plan Both sides have agreed to implement the UN peace plan.a 

rescue/escape plan The prisoners had a daring escape plan. | Which rescue 
plan offers the company the best prospects of survival?a grand plan (=a plan that 
involves doing a lot of things in order to achieve something big) The owners have grand 

plans for the business.a master plan (=a detailed plan for dealing with a complicated 
situation) The governors came up with a master plan for saving the school.a 
contingency plan (=a plan for dealing with events, especially bad events, that might 

happen) The hospital has drawn up contingency plans for coping with a large-scale 
emergency.PREPOSITIONSa plan for (doing) sth The government’s plans 
for developing cleaner sources of energy will cost money.PHRASESgo according to 

plan (=happen in the way that was arranged) If everything goes according to plan, 
we’ll finish in January.a plan of action also an action plan (=a list of things that you 
must do to deal with something) Ministers are discussing a plan of action to deal with 

the crisis. | My accountant developed a detailed action plan with specific targets.a plan 
of attack (=a plan to attack or achieve something) The heads of the armed forces met 

to work on a coordinated plan of attack.THESAURUS: planplot/conspiracya 

secret plan to do something bad or illegal, made by a group of people:There was a plot  

to assassinate the president. | The two men are accused of being involved in a  

terrorist conspiracy.scheme BrEan official plan that is intended to help people:The 

government has introduced a new scheme to help young people find work.strategya 

carefully designed plan which is intended to achieve a particular purpose over a long 

period of time:The company is thinking of changing its business strategy. | The 

government’s economic strategy has been criticized by many experts. | We need 

to develop effective strategies for combating the sale of illegal drugs.initiativea new 

plan for dealing with a particular problem or for achieving a particular aim:The US 

announced a peace initiative. | The police have just launched a major new initiative to  

tackle street crime.policya plan that members of a government, political party,  

company etc agree on, that states how they intend to deal with a particular subject or  

problem:Do you agree with the government’s policy on immigration? | It’s company 

policy to allow people to work from home. | The policy was introduced last year. | They  

were forced to abandon the policy of giving old people free travel on buses, because it  

was too expensive.programme BrE program AmEa series of activities that a  

government or organization organizes, which aims to achieve something important and 

will continue for a long time:They have just introduced a five-year programme which  

will create thousands of new jobs. | There are federal programs for low-income 

housing.2. something you intend to doVERBShave plans to do sth I have no plans to 

retire yet.change your plans We had to change our plans at the last minute. | There’s 
been a change of plan – we’re not going to sell the house after all.abandon/give up 
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your plans The school has abandoned its plans to enter the contest.cancel your 

plans The weather got worse, and we cancelled our plans for a 
barbecue.ADJECTIVESsb’s immediate plans (=what they are going to do next) So 

what are your immediate plans after graduation?a firm/definite plan She had not 
made any firm plans for the summer.the best plan BrE (=the best thing to do) I 
think the best plan is to take the train.PREPOSITIONSplans for sth Do you have 

any plans for the weekend?PHRASESa change of plan The day before my flight, my 
boss phoned and said there’d been a change of plan. 

plan2 /plæn/ verb  to think carefully about something you want to do, and decide 

how and when you will do itADVERBSplan sth carefully No matter 

how carefully you plan your lesson, something often goes wrong.plan sth 
meticulously (=extremely carefully) The attack was meticulously planned to cause the 
maximum amount of damage.plan ahead All businesses have to plan ahead for the 

next financial year.originally plan sth The concert was originally planned for 
Saturday, but it had to be postponed.NOUNSplan a trip/visit We’re planning a trip to 
New York.plan an event The college has planned some exciting events to celebrate its 

100th anniversary.plan your escape The prisoners had been planning their escape for 
some time.plan a series of sth The band are planning a series of concerts early next 

year.PREPOSITIONSplan for sth (=make plans for something that you expect to 
happen) You need to plan for your retirement.sth is planned for a date (=it is 
expected to happen then) The concert was planned for June 30th.plan for a number 

of people (=make your preparations based on a number of people) We had planned 
for over 100 guests at the party.PHRASESgo as planned (=happen the way it was 
planned) The trip didn’t go as planned, and we missed our plane.plan for the 

future You need to plan for the future and think about what you’re going to do after 
university.plan sth in advance We should plan our visit in advance because hotel 
rooms soon get fully booked.plan sth to the last detail If you are cooking for a large 

number of people, you need to plan everything to the last detail.plan sth with 
military precision (=extremely carefully) Moving house is something you have to plan 
with military precision.have sth (all) planned out (=you have planned everything 

that will happen) He had his whole life planned out and was going to become a 
millionaire by the age of 30. 

plane /pleɪn/ noun  a vehicle that flies in the air and has wingsplane + VERBSa 

plane flies Several planes flew overhead.a plane takes off (=goes into the air) The 
plane took off from John F. Kennedy airport.a plane lands (=moves safely down onto 
the ground) Because of the fog, our plane had to land at Luton.a plane touches 

down (=lands safely on the ground) As soon as the plane touched down on the 
runway, I felt better.a plane leaves My plane leaves in an hour.a plane 
taxies (=moves slowly along on the ground) The plane taxied down the runway.a 

plane crashes Their plane crashed shortly after take-off.a plane crash-lands (=lands 
in a sudden and dangerous way because of a problem) Their small plane crash-
landed on a busy road yesterday.a plane comes down (=lands or crashes) The plane 

came down in the sea.a plane carries passengers The plane can carry over 
400 passengers.VERBS + planecatch/take a plane She caught the first plane back to 
New York.get on a plane also board a plane We got on the plane and found our 

seats.get off a plane Would he ever see her again after they got off the plane?step 
off a plane As we stepped off the plane at Madrid airport, the heat hit us.fly/pilot a 
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plane I admire the guys who flew those planes.land a plane The pilot managed 

to land the plane safely on the beach.bring a plane down (=land it) He ran out of fuel 
and had to bring the plane down on a road leading to the village.shoot down a 

plane The guerrillas shot down an Israeli fighter plane.hijack a plane (=take control 
of it using violence or threats) The plane was hijacked by four 
terrorists.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + planea private plane He flew to Las Vegas in his 

private plane.a passenger plane The airport is mainly used by passenger planes.a 
cargo plane (=for carrying goods) cargo planes carrying emergency supplies for 
victims of the earthquakea military plane Air Force jets intercepted two military 

planes that had entered the no-fly zone.a fighter plane (=a small fast military 
plane) US fighter planes flew over the city.a transport plane (=for carrying military 
equipment and soldiers) Heavily laden transport planes can only land if there is a long 

runway.a spy plane An unmanned US spy plane had been shot down.a single-
seater/two-seater/four-seater etc plane (=with one, two etc seats) A two-seater 
plane has gone missing over the desert.plane + NOUNSa plane crash Over 200 people 

died in the plane crash.a plane ticket He said he would pay for her plane ticket. You  

can talk about a plane journey, but the word flight is more commonly used  

instead: She was tired after the long flight. PREPOSITIONSby plane He arrived by 

plane three hours ago.on a plane She slept on the plane.aboard/on board a plane It 

is not clear how many passengers were aboard the plane. If you are talking about a  

small plane, use in, not on: We flew over the jungle in a small  

plane. THESAURUS: planeaircrafta plane or other vehicle that can 

fly. Aircraft sounds more formal than plane:Smoking is not allowed on board the 

aircraft. | The aircraft was flying at 30,000 feet. | He was trained to fly military  

aircraft.jeta fast plane with a jet engine:She owns a private jet. | The Comet was the 

world's first passenger jet.airlinera large plane that carries people:a commercial  

airlinerMILITARY PLANESbombera plane that carries and drops bombs:The town was  

attacked by US and British bombers.fighter (plane)a small fast military plane that  

can destroy other planes:The plane was shot down by enemy fighters. | He was a  

fighter pilot during the war.warplanea military plane that is used for fighting in the air  

or for dropping bombs:The area had been bombed by US warplanes.PEOPLE ON A  

PLANEpilotsomeone who operates the controls of a plane:She trained as an airline  

pilot. | He has a pilot’s licence.co-pilota pilot who shares the control of a plane with  

the main pilot:The pilot became ill, and the co-pilot had to land the plane.captainthe 

pilot who is in charge of an aircraft:This is your captain speaking. We will be arriving at  

Gatwick Airport in approximately 10 minutes.the flight crewall the people who work 

on a plane during a flight:The flight crew asked for permission to land at Chicago’s  

O’Hare International Airport.the cabin crewthe people whose job is to serve food and 

drinks to passengers on a plane:The cabin crew will be serving drinks shortly.flight  
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attendantsomeone whose job is to serve food and drink to passengers on a plane:The 

flight attendant told him to go back to his seat.steward/stewardessa man or woman 

whose job is to serve food and drinks to passengers on a plane:I asked the stewardess  

if I could have a blanket.  

planet /ˈplænət, ˈplænɪt/ noun  1. a very large round object in space that moves 

around the Sun or another starplanet + NOUNSthe planet Mars/Jupiter etc There 
may be life on the planet Mars.ADJECTIVESa distant planet (=far away) One day we 

will be able to travel to distant planets.VERBSorbit a planet (=go round a planet) The 
spacecraft will orbit the planet Jupiter.PHRASESa creature/alien from another 
planet The film is about creatures from another planet who land on earth.the surface 

of the planet Sunlight passes through the atmosphere to heat the surface of the 
planet.2. our world – used especially when talking about the environmentVERBSsave 
the planet It may be too late to save the planet.live on a planet There are billions of 

people living on our planet.destroy the planet Man’s activities 
are destroying the planet.ADJECTIVESour planet Oceans cover two-thirds of our 
planet's surface.the whole/entire planet Global warming threatens the whole 

planet.planet + NOUNSplanet Earth Scientists have various theories about how life 
began on planet Earth. 

planning /ˈplænɪŋ/ noun  the process of thinking about and deciding on a plan 

for achieving or making somethingADJECTIVESgood planning Good planning will help 
you when moving house.bad/poor planning Their attempt failed, partly due to bad 
planning.careful planning To do a job like this properly requires careful 

planning.meticulous planning (=very careful planning of every detail) He was known 
for his attention to detail and meticulous planning.forward planning (=thinking about 
how to do something before doing it) A little forward planning can save you a lot of 

expense.long-term planning For a business to remain competitive, long-term 
planning is essential.strategic planning (=used especially in a military, business, or 
political situation) Lack of strategic planning left the country with an outdated rail 

network.financial/economic planning The report paints a picture of poor financial 
planning and over-optimistic predictions about growth.planning + NOUNSthe planning 
stage (=the time when something is being planned) The movie is still in the planning 

stage, but filming will begin early next year.a planning application (=a formal written 
request to build something) We submitted a planning application for an extension to our 

house.planning permission/consent/approval (=official permission to build 
something) He has planning permission to build houses on the land.planning 
regulations/laws (=laws related to building something) The changes he made to the 

house contravene planning regulations.a planning authority/committee (=that 
makes official decisions about permission to build) If the local planning authority grant 
you permission, you can proceed with the build. 

plant /plɑːnt $ plænt/ noun  1. a living thing that has leaves and roots and 

grows in earthADJECTIVES/NOUNS + planta common/rare plant Bluebells are 
a common plant in woodland areas. | The displays include rare plants from India and 
China.a wild plant Many wild plants are in danger of dying out.garden 

plants (=plants that are grown in gardens) Butterflies feed on the flowers of 
several garden plants.a tomato/strawberry/banana/potato etc plant Tomato 
plants are easy to grow in a greenhouse.an exotic/tropical plant (=one that grows in 
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hot countries) Exotic plants usually have to be grown in a greenhouse in this country.a 

potted plant also a pot plant BrE (=one that is grown in a container) He leaves his 
house key under a potted plant on the porch.a house plant (=one that is grown in a 

pot in the house) Rubber plants make excellent house plants.a climbing plant (=one 
that grows up a wall, tree etc) The fence was covered with climbing plants.an aquatic 
plant (=one that grows in water) The water lilies and other aquatic plants were in 

flower.plant + VERBSa plant grows The plant grows to a height of about 20 cm.a plant 
flowers (=produces flowers) Many plants start to flower in May.a plant 
thrives/flourishes (=it grows well) A lot of plants thrive in partial shade.a plant 

dies My house plants died from lack of water.a plant droops (=bends and looks 
weak) The potted plant on his desk was drooping so I watered it.a plant 
withers (=becomes dry and starts to die) The tomato plants have all withered in the 

heat.VERBS + plantgrow plants also cultivate plants formal She grew most of 
these plants from seed. | It is not an easy plant to cultivate.water a plant He could 
see her watering the plants in her small garden.plant + NOUNSa plant pot The lemon 

tree needs a bigger plant pot.a plant species also a species of plant (=a type of 
plant) Many plant species are becoming rare because of the use of chemicals for 
farming. | The wood is home to hundreds of species of plant.plant life (=plants) There 

is a lot of plant life near the river.plant material/matter The fungus feeds on 
decaying plant material.plant growth After a certain age, plant growth slows 
down.PHRASESa plant is in flower (=it produces flowers) By May, most of the 

garden plants were in flower.THESAURUS: plantherba small plant that is used to  

improve the taste of food, or to make medicine:Sprinkle the dish with chopped fresh  

herbs. | medicinal herbs (=used as medicine) | The shop sells an interesting range 

of herbs and spices.weeda wild plant growing where it is not wanted that prevents  

crops or garden flowers from growing properly:She was pulling up weeds in her  

garden. | Chemicals can be used to control weeds, but it is usually better to use 

natural methods.bulba root shaped like a ball that grows into a flower or plant:She 

planted hundreds of daffodil bulbs.shruba small bush with several woody stems:They 

planted lots of flowering shrubs. | Rosemary is an evergreen shrub (=it keeps its  

leaves during the winter).2. a large factory, especially one where things such as 

energy, cars, or chemicals are producedADJECTIVES/NOUNS + planta car plant Mazda 

plans to build a big new car plant in Thailand.a power plant (=where electricity is 
produced) The old power plant will be shut down in November.a chemical plant The 
air is filled with pollution from chemical plants.an assembly plant (=where different 

parts of a product, especially cars, are put together) Production at the truck assembly 
plant is being increased to cope with demand.a manufacturing plant (=where 
products are produced or made) The engines are produced at Rolls-

Royce’s manufacturing plant in Derby.an industrial plant (=where goods or 
substances such as gas or steel are produced in large quantities) When industrial 
plants close in the US, jobs move overseas.a processing/treatment plant (=where 

materials are made cleaner, safer etc) There are plans to build a water treatment plant 
to provide fresh drinking water for the islanders.a recycling plant (=where used 
materials are treated so that they can be used again) The council has just opened a 

huge recycling plant to deal with the city’s waste.VERBSrun/operate a plant General 
Motors operates several plants in the country.a plant opens The UK’s biggest 
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recycling plant has opened in Huddersfield.a plant closes (down)/shuts 

(down) Plants are closing all over Europe as the recession deepens.a plant 
produces/makes/manufactures sth The New Jersey plant produces 360,000 

televisions a year.THESAURUS: plant→ factory 

plate /pleɪt/ noun  1. a flat and usually round dish that you eat from or serve 

food onADJECTIVES/NOUNS + platea clean/dirty plate She put the clean plates away 

in one of the kitchen cupboards. | I hate it when people leave dirty plates in the sink.an 
empty plate After the meal, he cleared away the empty plates.a dinner plate (=a big 
plate used for the main course) How many dinner plates will we need?a side plate (=a 

small plate used for bread, vegetables etc) The vegetables were neatly arranged on 
a side plate.a paper plate We used paper plates for the picnic.a gold/silver 
plate The dish was served on a silver plate.a serving plate It’s best to warm 

the serving plates so that the food stays hot.VERBSwash/clean the plates After 
dinner, I washed the plates and put them away.clear (away) the plates The waiter 
began to clear away the plates.put the plates out (=put them on a 

table) He put the plates out in preparation for the meal.dry the plates He 
was drying the plates with a tea towel.PREPOSITIONSa plate of sth She prepared 
a plate of sandwiches.on a plate He finished everything that 

was on his plate.PHRASESa plate is piled high with food (=there is a lot of food on 
it) His plate was piled high with pasta.2. a metal sign with words or numbers on 
itNOUNS + platea number/licence/registration plate (=on a car) The robbers used a 

car with a false number plate.a name plate He had a name plate on his door. 

platform /ˈplætfɔːm $ -fɔːrm/ noun  the place where you get on and off a train 

at a stationNOUNS + platforma station platform A public telephone is situated on 

the station platform.a railway platform She was standing on the railway 
platform.VERBSdepart/leave from a platform The next train to Cambridge will depart 
from Platform 3.arrive at a platform Eventually the train arrived 

at the platform.wait/stand on a platform A few passengers were already waiting 
on the platform. 

play1 /pleɪ/ verb  1. to take part in a game or sportNOUNSplay 

tennis/badminton/golf etc I usually play tennis once a week.play 
football/soccer/baseball/basketball etc Like all boys, he loves playing soccer.play 
cards/chess/dominoes etc Two old men were playing chess.play a 

game/match Do you want to play another game?ADVERBSplay 
well/brilliantly/superbly She played very well in the game last night.play 
badly/poorly He played badly in the first match.PREPOSITIONSplay against 

sb Manchester United will play against Chelsea in the final of the competition.play for 
a team He used to play for the college football team.play in a competition He played 
in the last World Cup.PHRASESsee/watch sb play I 

sometimes watch Arsenal play.play your heart out (=try as hard as you can when you 
are playing) Murray played his heart out but in the end he lost the 

game.THESAURUS: 

playgoswimming | jogging | running | skiing | bowling | sailingto do a  

particular type of activity – used with verbs that end in -ing:Do you want to go 

swimming on Saturday? | I go jogging about three times a week. | How often do 
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you go running? | Going skiing can be very expensive. | We went bowling at a bowling  

alley in Streatham. | My brother likes going sailing.dojudo | karate | aerobicsto play  

certain sports, especially sports that are not team sports:I used to do judo at  

school. | She does aerobics twice a week.2. to do things that you enjoy – used about 

children and petsPHRASESlike/love to play Our dog loves to play.let sb play His 
mother doesn’t let him play with other children.PREPOSITIONSplay with sth She spent 

the afternoon playing with her dolls.play with sb He should be outside playing with his 
friends.play in the street/park etc When I was young, we could play in the 
street.3. to perform a piece of music on a musical instrumentADVERBSplay sth 

well He plays the piano very well.play sth beautifully I thought she played the 
piece beautifully.play sth badly I can play the violin very badly.play together The 
band have been playing together for about three years.NOUNSplay the 

trumpet/piano/guitar etc He’s been playing the guitar for over 40 years.play a 
musical instrument Can you play any musical instruments?play a 
song/tune/piece At the concert she mainly played songs from her latest record.play 

music The band started playing music together at school.play a concert The singer 
will play a series of concerts in New York.PREPOSITIONSplay in a 
band/orchestra/group etc My sister used to play in a jazz band.play with 

sb/sth She plays with some friends from college.play sth on the piano/guitar 
etc Hendrix played the song on the electric guitar.PHRASESlearn (how) to play Joe 
is learning to play the trumpet.teach sb (how) to play My dad taught me to play the 

piano. 

play2 /pleɪ/ noun  a story that is written to be performed by actors, especially in 

a theatreNOUNS + playa stage play (=a play in a theatre) I occasionally write reviews 

of local stage plays.a TV/radio play (=a play written to be performed on TV or 
radio) This horror story would make a good radio play.a school play I got a small part 
in the school play.a Nativity play BrE (=a play about the birth of Jesus, performed by 

children at Christmas) She was chosen to play Mary in the Nativity play.ADJECTIVESa 
one-man/one-woman play (=with just one actor) He performed a one-man 
play about the life of Charles Dickens.a one-act play (=not divided into parts) She has 

just written a one-act play about a young teacher.VERBS + playwrite a 
play Shakespeare wrote a play about King Henry V.go to (see) a play While we were 
in New York, we went to a play.see a play I’ve never seen the play.watch a 

play Some of the audience were talking instead of watching the play.perform a 
play The play was performed by Brighton Youth Theatre.act/perform/appear in a 
play She acted in many plays on the London stage.do a play spoken (=organize it or 

perform in it) Bob asked if I would do this play, and I agreed.put on/produce/stage 
a play (=organize it) The school puts on a Nativity play every Christmas.Don’t say give 
a play. Say put on a play.direct a play (=tell the actors what to do) The play is 

directed by Paulette Randall.rehearse a play (=practise it) We spent weeks rehearsing 
the play.play + VERBSa play opens (=its performances start) The play opens in San 
Francisco on Wednesday for a three-week run.a play runs (=it continues to be 

performed) The play ran for five months.a play closes (=its performances stop) The 
play closes on Sunday, so don’t miss it!a play is set somewhere (=it takes place in a 
particular place or time) The play is set in France in the 1930s.PREPOSITIONSa play 

about sb/sth It is a play about friendship.a play by sb The opera is based on a play 
by Sophocles.the plays of sb I have read all the plays of Shakespeare.in a play It is 
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one of the most important scenes in the play. | Michael is currently in a play on 

Broadway. 

player /ˈpleɪə $ -ər/ noun  1. someone who takes part in a game or 

sportADJECTIVESa good player I like golf, but I’m not a very good player.a 

skilful/talented/gifted player There are plenty of talented players on the team.a 
great/brilliant/outstanding player Babe Ruth was one of 
the greatest baseball players of all time.a top player Top players can earn huge 

amounts of money.the (world’s) number one player She has been the world’s 
number one player for the last two years.the star player (=the best player) He is the 
team’s star player, and has scored over 20 goals this season.a professional/amateur 

player Jeff wants to become a professional basketball player. | The competition is open 
to amateur players only.an experienced player She is the most experienced player on 
the team.a world-class player (=one of the world’s best players) The club has 

some world-class players.a promising young player (=someone who looks like they 
could become a good player) The coach is always looking out for promising young 
players.an exciting player Ronaldinho is one of the world’s most exciting players.a 

dangerous player (=a player who is very good at attacking) She’s an 
extremely dangerous player who always causes problems for the defence.a terrible 

player (=one who plays very badly) I used to be a terrible chess player.NOUNS 

+ playera basketball/tennis/rugby etc player She’s one of the college’s best tennis 
players.a chess/bridge/card etc player Chess players have to think several moves 

ahead.a Manchester United/Giants etc player The Liverpool players were unhappy 
with the referee’s decision.VERBSbuy/sell a player The manager will have to sell one 
or two of his existing players.sign a player (=officially arrange for him or her to play 

on your team) Each summer, football clubs try to sign players for the new season.a 
player is sent off (=is ordered to leave the game as a punishment) United had one of 
their players sent off for arguing with the referee.the players come 

on/off The players came off the field at half-time.2. someone who plays a musical 
instrumentNOUNS + playera trumpet/guitar/saxophone etc player He was one of 
the finest trumpet players of his generation.ADJECTIVESan 

accomplished/gifted/talented player (=a very skilful player) She is 
an accomplished violin player.3. one of the people, companies, countries etc that are 
involved in a situationADJECTIVESa big/major player The company is a major 

player in the computer software market.a key player (=a very important one) She was 
a key player in British politics for many years. 

plea /pliː/ noun  1. an urgent requestADJECTIVESan urgent plea The Red Cross 

sent out an urgent plea for water, food, and medicine.a desperate plea The charity 
issued a desperate plea for more aid to help the homeless.an 
impassioned/passionate plea (=a request that is full of strong feeling) His speech 

was an impassioned plea for an end to the fighting.a personal plea The chairman 
made a personal plea, asking the workers not to strike.repeated 
pleas Despite repeated pleas, nothing has been done about the situation.a strong 

plea She made a strong plea for the law to be changed.VERBSmake/issue a plea The 
government made a plea to the terrorists to release the hostages. | The United Nations 
secretary general issued a plea for international assistance for the flood 

victims.hear/listen to a plea The council heard pleas from local people, urging them 
to stop the development. | The authorities promised they would listen to our 
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pleas.ignore/reject a plea She said the neighbours had ignored her pleas to keep the 

noise down. | The government rejected a plea from opposition parties to lower the tax 
on petrol.accept a plea He accepted her plea for forgiveness.PREPOSITIONSa plea for 

sth The prime minister made a plea for the release of the hostages.a plea to 
sb Leading scientists issued a plea to politicians to take action on climate 
change.PHRASESa plea for help He ignored their pleas for help.2. a statement by 

someone in a court of law saying whether they are guilty or notADJECTIVESa 
guilty/not guilty plea also a plea of guilty/not guilty She served two years in 
prison after a guilty plea on tax charges.VERBSmake/enter a plea (=present a plea to 

a court of law) His lawyer entered a not guilty plea on his behalf.accept a plea The 
judge accepted a guilty plea on behalf of the businessman on charges of tax 
evasion.reject a plea The court had rejected his plea.change a 

plea She changed her plea from guilty to not guilty.plea + NOUNSa plea 
bargain (=when someone agrees to admit in court that they are guilty of one crime, in 
exchange for not being charged for a more serious crime) A plea bargain was agreed 

between the company and the Justice Department.plea bargaining The practice 
of plea bargaining is common in America. 

pleased /pliːzd/ adjective  THESAURUS > happy 

pleasure /ˈpleʒə $ -ər/ noun  the feeling of happiness, enjoyment, or 

satisfaction that you get from an experienceADJECTIVESgreat/enormous/immense 
pleasure Her books have brought enormous pleasure to people.sheer/pure 
pleasure (=pleasure with no other emotion mixed with it) He studied ancient 

languages for the sheer pleasure of learning.genuine/real pleasure She smiled 
with genuine pleasure.obvious pleasure (=easy to see) He took obvious pleasure in 
my embarrassment.an unexpected pleasure What an unexpected pleasure seeing 

you here.considerable pleasure He derives considerable pleasure from 
writing.endless pleasure (=very great and lasting) Children often get endless 
pleasure from playing with simple toys.perverse/sadistic pleasure (=pleasure in 

things that are bad for others) Some people derive perverse pleasure from the suffering 
of others.VERBSgive (sb) pleasure Over the years, working with young actors 
has given me a lot of pleasure.bring pleasure to sb (=give someone pleasure – more 

formal) His singing has brought pleasure to millions.find pleasure in (doing) 
sth I find great pleasure in reading.get pleasure from/out of sth also derive 

pleasure from sth formal I derive great pleasure from seeing my 
grandchildren. | Young children get a lot of pleasure from dressing up.take pleasure 
in (doing) sth (=enjoy doing something, especially because this makes someone else 

feel uncomfortable) He took great pleasure in telling his boss that he was 
leaving.show/express pleasure Mrs Dempsey showed no pleasure in seeing her 
daughter.feel/experience pleasure He felt pleasure in his own 

ability.PREPOSITIONSwith pleasure She sipped her drink with obvious pleasure.for 
pleasure Is your trip for business or pleasure?PHRASESsth is a source of 
pleasure Her garden was a constant source of pleasure.have the dubious pleasure 

of doing sth (=used to say that doing something is unpleasant) I had the dubious 

pleasure of working with him for two long years.THESAURUS: 

pleasurehappinessthe feeling you have when you are happy:Happiness is more 

important than money. | Pauline was willing to do anything for her children’s  
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happiness. | I doubt she’ll find happiness with Gary.joy especially writtena deep feeling  

of great happiness, because something good has happened:It’s hard to describe 

the joy we felt, seeing each other again after so many years. | They danced with  

joy when they heard the news.delightgreat happiness and excitement, because 

something good has happened:To the audience’s delight, she agreed to play another  

song. | Imagine my delight when I found out that the house was for  

sale.contentmenta quietly happy and satisfied feeling, especially because you are 

happy with your work, your life etc:He moved to the country and found 

contentment for the first time in his life. | She settled back in her chair and sighed with  

contentment. | I experienced a feeling of great contentment.euphoria /juːˈfɔːria $ jʊ-

/an extremely strong feeling of happiness and excitement that continues for a short  

time:The whole country experienced a period of euphoria after the war ended. | It's  

hard to describe the euphoria that parents feel after the birth of a child. | There was  

a mood of euphoria among the fans. | The drug produces a feeling of  

euphoria.elation /ɪˈleɪʃən/ formala strong feeling of happiness and excitement,  

especially because you have achieved something:After she had made her first landing,  

she experienced a great sense of elation. | The troops’ elation at the victory was not to  

last.  

pledge /pledʒ/ noun  a serious promise or agreementADJECTIVESa firm 

pledge The minister gave a firm pledge to spend more money on schools.a solemn 
pledge (=serious and firm) The manager has given us a solemn pledge that she will 

deal with the problem.a personal pledge He made a personal pledge to help us in 
whatever way he could.a spending pledge BrE (=a government’s promise to spend 
money on something) I asked the leader to clarify his party’s spending pledges.NOUNS 

+ pledgean election/campaign/manifesto pledge The governor had kept 
her campaign pledge to reduce taxes.VERBSmake/give a pledge Several European 
countries made similar pledges.take a pledge literary (=make one, especially 

formally) He took a pledge never to drink alcohol again.honour/fulfil a 
pledge formal also keep a pledge (=do what you promised to do) People want 
political parties to honour their pledges.abandon a pledge also renege on a 

pledge formal (=not keep it) The government reneged on its electoral pledges.sign a 
pledge The group is asking politicians to sign a pledge refusing to support the 

war.repeat a pledge The party has repeated its pledge not to increase university 
fees.PHRASESthe pledge of allegiance (=a pledge which all US citizens have to make 
to obey the US Constitution) Immigrants are sometimes asked to make a formal pledge 

of allegiance to their new country.pledge of support We have received pledges of 
support from several leading companies. 

plenty /ˈplenti/ determiner  THESAURUS > enough 

plot1 /plɒt $ plɑːt/ noun  1. a secret plan by a group of people to do something 

badNOUNS + plota murder plot He was questioned about an attempted murder plot.an 
assassination plot The story is about an assassination plot against the president.a 
terrorist plot Police foiled a terrorist plot to attack a nuclear reactor.a bomb plot She 
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was arrested on suspicion of involvement in a bomb plot.VERBSmastermind a 

plot (=be in charge of organizing it) He is accused of masterminding a plot to bring 
down the government.uncover/discover a plot Detectives uncovered a plot to blow 

up parliament.foil a plot (=prevent it from being successful) The plot was foiled when 
he was stopped by US Customs agents.hatch a plot (=make one) They have 
admitted hatching a plot to kill the president.PREPOSITIONSa plot against sb/sth He 

believed there was a plot against him.PHRASESbe involved in a plot He was involved 
in a plot to kidnap the Pope.be part of a plot He said that the accusations were part of 
a plot against him.be the victim of a plot Some people say that the former prime 

minister was the victim of a plot by her political opponents.2. the events that form the 
story of a book, play, or filmADJECTIVESa complicated/complex plot I found 
the plot rather complicated.a simple plot The movie has a simple plot that children 

can easily follow.the basic/main plot The film version follows the same basic plot as 
the book.VERBSthe plot develops/unfolds We realize, as the plot develops, that the 
central character is not what she seems.a plot revolves around sth (=it is mainly 

about a particular person or thing) The plot revolves around the mysterious 
disappearance of a young dancer.a plot involves sth The book has a familiar plot 
involving a stolen painting.follow a plot (=understand what is happening) There are a 

lot of different characters in the story and I found it hard to follow the plot.plot + 

NOUNSa plot twist also a twist in the plot (=an unexpected event) There is a 
clever plot twist at the end of the film.a plot line/strand (=one of several sequences 

of events that make up a story) One plot line involves the main character’s complicated 
love life.a plot device (=a type of event that writers use in stories) Then the husband 
suddenly dies, which is a rather clumsy plot device. 

plot2 /plɒt $ plɑːt/ verb  1. to make a secret plan, usually to cause 

harmADVERBSplot sth secretly His colleagues have been plotting secretly to get rid of 
him.allegedly plot sth (=be accused of plotting something, although it has not been 

proved) They had allegedly plotted to bring down the government.NOUNSplot a 
coup (=plot an attempt to take control of a country) He had plotted a coup in an 
African country.plot sb’s downfall Her ministers got together to plot her downfall.plot 

your strategy Members of the party met in the conference room to plot their 
strategy.plot sb’s murder The two women had plotted his murder.PREPOSITIONSplot 
against sb/sth People in his own party were plotting against him.plot with sb These 

governments are plotting with oil companies to keep petrol prices high.PHRASESplot to 
kill/assassinate/murder sb She had plotted with her son to kill her violent 
husband.plot to bomb/attack sth The four men had plotted to bomb several UK 

airports.plot to overthrow sb also plot to bring sb down informal (=to remove 
someone from power, usually by force) They are accused of plotting to bring down the 
government.accuse sb of plotting sth A national newspaper has accused him of 

plotting his wife’s murder.2. to mark something on a graph or chartNOUNSplot a 
course (=plan where something will travel) The ship’s captain expects the navigator 
to plot their course.plot a curve Use these figures to plot a curve on the graph.plot 

data Find the measurements then plot that data on the graph.ADVERBSplot sth 
accurately The positions of the ships can be accurately plotted using this 
device.PREPOSITIONSplot sth on sth The aircraft’s course has been plotted on this 

chart.plot sth against sth We plot the metal’s strength against its thickness on this 
graph. 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1610] 

plug /plʌɡ/ noun  1. a small object at the end of a wire that is used for 

connecting a piece of electrical equipment to the main supply of 
electricityADJECTIVESan electric plug Electric plugs vary from country to country.a 
5/13 etc amp plug It’s better to use a 13 amp plug.a two-pin/three-pin plug In 

the UK they use three-pin plugs.a faulty plug The fire was caused by a faulty 
plug.VERBSput the plug in (the socket) She put the plug in the socket and switched 
on the kettle.pull out the plug He turned off the switch and pulled 

out the plug.change a plug The plug on this lamp needs changing.wire a 
plug (=attach the wires inside a plug correctly) Do you know how to wire a plug?be 
fitted with a plug (=have a plug attached) All electrical appliances must be supplied 

with a standard plug fitted.2. a round flat piece of rubber used for stopping the water 
flowing out of a bath or sinkVERBSpull out the plug She pulled out the plug and let the 
water drain away.NOUNS + pluga bath plug The bath plug was missing from the 

bath.3. informal an occasion when someone mentions their new film, book record etc 
on a program, in order to make people see it, buy it etcVERBSgive sth a plug He only 
went on the show to give his new record a plug.put in a plug for sth She couldn’t 

resist putting in a plug for the film. 

plump /plʌmp/ adjective  THESAURUS > fat1 (1) 

poach verb  THESAURUS > cook1, steal 

pocket /ˈpɒkət, ˈpɒkɪt $ ˈpɑː-/ noun  1. a small bag in clothes for carrying things 

inADJECTIVES/NOUNS + pocketa back/front/side pocket He took some money from 

his back pocket.an inside pocket (=on the inside of a coat, jacket etc) The man pulled 
a photo from the inside pocket of his jacket.a jacket/trouser/shirt etc 
pocket also the pocket of your jacket/trousers/shirt etc She slipped the map into 

her jacket pocket.a breast pocket (=on the chest) There was a silk handkerchief in 
his breast pocket.VERBSput sth in your pocket I put the £5 note in my 
pocket.stuff/thrust sth in your pocket (=put it there quickly and carelessly) He took 

off his cap and stuffed it in his pocket.take sth out of your pocket She took a pair of 
dark glasses out of her pocket.check/search/go through sb’s pockets I checked my 
pockets for my train ticket but it wasn’t there. | Police officers went through the dead 

man’s pockets, looking for clues.reach into your pocket also feel/dig in your 
pocket (=put your hand into your pocket to find something) “Do you want a 
cigarette?” he asked, reaching into his pocket.empty your pockets also turn out 

your pockets His mother made him turn out his pockets.pick sb’s pocket(s) (=steal 
something quietly and secretly) He must have picked my pocket when he bumped into 
me.PHRASESwith your hands in your pockets I saw him wandering along the 

beach with his hands in his pockets.sb’s pockets are bulging (=they are very 
full) His pockets were bulging with sweets he’d bought for his children.2. a small area, 
period, group etc where something different existsPHRASESpockets of 

resistance (=where people are opposed to something) People throughout the country 
supported the military, apart from one or two pockets of resistance.pockets of 
excellence It is true that there are a few pockets of excellence, but the standard of 

education is mostly very poor.pockets of deprivation (=where people’s lives are very 
poor) It is a rich country on the whole, with the usual pockets of deprivation in rural 
areas.pockets of success The club’s performance has been poor in recent decades, 

apart from the odd pocket of success. 
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poem /ˈpəʊəm, ˈpəʊɪm $ ˈpoʊ-/ noun  a piece of writing in short lines, often using 

words that rhymeADJECTIVES/NOUNS + poema famous poem ‘I wandered lonely as a 
cloud’ is the first line of a famous poem by William Wordsworth.a long/short 
poem ‘Kaddish’ is the title of a long poem by Allen Ginsberg.a love poem We had to 

read Shakespeare’s love poems when I was at school.an anonymous poem (=the 
name of the writer is not known) The verse comes from an anonymous poem.a 
lyric/narrative/epic etc poem (=a poem in a particular style) I was given a copy of 

the epic Greek poem, the ‘Odyssey’.VERBSwrite a poem also compose a 
poem formal I’ve been writing short stories and poems for years.learn/memorize a 
poem He had learned the whole poem by heart as a boy.read a poem We had to read 

Shelley’s poems for our English literature exam.recite a poem (=say it aloud without 
looking at it and reading it) The little girl was standing up, reciting a poem.PHRASESa 
book/volume/collection of poems She has a new collection of poems coming out 

soon.an anthology of poems (=a book of poems by different people) He gave me 
an anthology of poems for children.the opening/closing line of a poem ‘A thing of 

beauty is a joy forever’ is the opening line of a poem by Keats.THESAURUS: 

poemsonneta poem with 14 lines which rhyme with each other in a fixed pattern:We 

had to read one of Shakespeare's sonnets at school.haikua type of Japanese poem 

with three lines consisting of five, seven, and five syllables:There is a haiku by Matsuo 

Basho about a frog jumping into a pond.limericka short humorous poem that has five 

lines which rhyme:There is a limerick by Edward Lear, which begins ‘There was a  

young lady of Norway, Who casually sat in a doorway.’rhymea short poem or song,  

especially for children, using words that rhyme:a collection of traditional rhymes with  

illustrations | The children were reciting a rhyme (=reading it aloud). | a nursery  

rhyme (=a short traditional poem or song for children)POEMSpoetrypoems in general,  

or the art of writing them:He reads a lot of poetry. | She wrote poetry and children’s  

stories. | a poetry bookversewords arranged in the form of poetry:He wrote a book 

of comic verse.anthologya set of poems by different people collected together in one 

book:an anthology of Caribbean poetryPARTS OF A POEMversea group of words or  

sentences that form one part of a poem:The poem has three verses. | the final  

versestanzaa group of lines in a repeated pattern, which form part of a poem:"My 

heart aches, and a drowsy numbness pains my sense, as though of hemlock I had 

drunk" is the opening stanza of Keats’ poem ‘Ode to a Nightingale’.  

poet /ˈpəʊət, ˈpəʊɪt $ ˈpoʊ-/ noun  someone who writes 

poemsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + poeta good/great/fine poet Pablo Neruda is one of 

Chile’s greatest poets.a famous/well-known/distinguished poet Lord Byron was 
probably the most famous poet in Europe at this time.a 19th-century/20th-century 
etc poet Arthur Rimbaud was a well-known 19th-century French poet.a 

modern/contemporary poet (=living now) He is one of this country’s 
leading contemporary poets.a Romantic/metaphysical/symbolist/lyric 
poet (=famous kinds of poet) She had to write an essay about the Romantic 

poets. | John Donne was a well-known metaphysical poet. 
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poetry /ˈpəʊətri, ˈpəʊɪtri $ ˈpoʊ-/ noun  poems in general, or the art of writing 

themADJECTIVESEnglish/French/Greek etc poetry He was a student of English 
poetry.modern/contemporary poetry I find a lot of modern poetry difficult to 
understand.VERBSwrite poetry Lord Byron was famous for writing poetry.learn 

poetry The teacher made us learn a lot of poetry by heart.recite poetry (=say it aloud 
from memory) The children had to stand up and recite poetry.poetry + NOUNSa poetry 
reading (=when poems are read to people, usually by the writer) The festival consists 

of poetry readings and workshops.a poetry book My grandfather loved reading poetry 
books.a poetry workshop (=a class where people study or write poetry) He 
runs poetry workshops in the summer.a poetry group (=meetings to discuss or write 

poetry) She belonged to a local poetry group.PHRASESa book/volume of poetry He 
has had two books of poetry published.an anthology of poetry (=a collection of 
poems by different writers) She edited an anthology of poetry by the Liverpool poets.a 

line of poetry She often quoted lines of poetry.a piece of poetry For homework we 
had to memorize a piece of poetry. 

poignant /ˈpɔɪnjənt/ adjective  THESAURUS > emotional (1) 

point /pɔɪnt/ noun  1. a single fact, idea, or opinion that is part of an argument 

or discussionADJECTIVESa good/excellent point I think that’s a very good point.an 
interesting point He makes an interesting point in the next paragraph.an important 

point Cost is an important point to bear in mind.a serious point He’s making a joke 
but there is a serious point to it.a valid point (=clearly true, fair, or important) She 
raised a number of valid points in the speech.a general point I’d like to make one 

further general point.a similar point/the same point Other writers have made 
a similar point.the main/central point The conclusion should summarize the main 
points of your essay.one final/last point There is one final point I would like to 

make.VERBSmake a point He makes the point that computers can also make 
mistakes.raise/bring up a point (=mention it) I was hoping that someone 
would raise that point.illustrate/demonstrate a point A simple example will illustrate 

the point.prove your/a point (=prove that what you say is right) He was determined 
to prove his point.emphasize/underline a point He showed some pictures of the 
damage, in order to underline his point.understand a point I’m sorry, I 

don’t understand your point.see/take/get sb’s point (=understand or agree with it – 
often used when you want to add something else) OK, I take your point, but there are 
still other problems to deal with.have a point (=used when saying that what someone 

says is right) I hadn’t thought of that, but maybe she has a point.labour the 
point BrE belabor the point AmE (=keep repeating something too much) I don’t 
mean to labour the point, but why didn’t you tell me sooner?clarify a point (=make it 

clearer) Could you clarify a couple of points for me?press your point (=keep insisting 
that it is true) Even though the others disagreed, he continued to press his 
point.PHRASESput/get your point across (=make people understand it) I think 

we got our point across to the audience.point taken (=used to say to someone that 
you accept what they say) All right, point taken – I should have asked you first.2. the 

most important fact or idea GrammarIn this meaning, you always say the  

point. VERBSget/come (straight) to the point (=talk about the most important 

thing immediately) I haven’t much time so let’s get straight to the point.miss the 

point (=not understand it) I think you’re missing the point – the money does not 
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belong to us.get the point (=understand it) He didn’t get the point at 

first.PHRASESthe point is (that)... The point is that going by bus would be a lot 
cheaper.that’s the (whole) point That’s the point. She didn’t tell us what was going 

on.that’s not the point We’d earn a lot of money, but that’s not the point.be beside 
the point (=be not the most important thing to consider) He’s the best person for the 
job so his age is beside the point.more to the point (=what is more important) When 

did she leave, and, more to the point, why?3. an exact moment, time, or stage in the 
development of somethingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + pointa high point (=of success or 
happiness) Winning the World Championship was the high point of my career.a low 

point (=of failure or unhappiness) She helped me when I was at a low point in my 
life.a starting point The following recipes are a good starting point for making your 
own bread.a turning point (=when an important change or improvement 

happens) The elections were a turning point in the nation’s history.crisis point (=when 
a situation becomes extremely serious) The tensions within the country have 
reached crisis point.breaking point (=when someone or something can no longer deal 

with something) Our resources are stretched to breaking point.bursting point (=when 
something is completely full) The hospital was full to bursting point.saturation 
point (=when no more can be added to something) Is the market for cellphones 

reaching saturation point?VERBSreach a point also get to a point Some couples reach 
a point where divorce is the only solution.mark a high/low/turning etc point (=be a 
particular time or event in the development of something) The accident marked 

a turning point in his life.PHRASESat one point (=at a time in the past) At one point I 
was thinking of studying physics.at some point Over half the population suffers from 
back pain at some point in their lives.at this/that point I’m not prepared at this 

point to make any decision.at this/that point in time formal (=used especially in 
official speeches, announcements etc) It would be wrong to comment at this point in 
time.to the point of sth (=until a stage is reached or is near) British industry was 

driven to the point of collapse.be on the point of (doing) sth (=be almost in a 
particular state, or almost do something) I was on the point of leaving when she finally 
opened the door.there comes a point when... There comes a point when you have to 

accept defeat.4. a particular quality or feature that something or someone 
hasADJECTIVESgood points The system is old, but it has its good points.bad 
points We discussed the good and bad points of each candidate.sb’s strong 

point Mathematics was never my strong point (=I was never good at it).sb’s weak 
point Be honest about assessing your weak points.a positive/negative point This 
design has a lot of positive points. | Don’t be afraid to mention any negative points in 

my performance.a plus point BrE (=an advantage or good feature) The airline’s 
outstanding safety record is a major plus point.a selling point (=a quality or feature 
that makes people want to buy something) The house’s main selling point is its 

beautiful garden.5. a score in a game or sportVERBSscore/win a point also get a 
point informal The player who scores the most points wins.lose a point If you get the 
answer wrong, you lose a point.give/award (sb) a point The judges award points for 

technique and style.PHRASESwin/lose by 5/10 etc points We only lost the match by 
two points.win/lose on points (=win or lose a fight because of the judges’ 

decision) He was knocked down twice, before losing on points.be level on 
points BrE (=have the same number of points) The teams finished the season level on 
points. 

pointed /ˈpɔɪntɪd/ adjective  THESAURUS > sharp (1) 
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pointless /ˈpɔɪntləs/ adjective  THESAURUS > useless 

point of view /ˌpɔɪnt əv ˈvjuː/ noun  a particular way of thinking about a 

situationVERBShave/take a point of view also adopt a point of view formal You 
have to accept that other people may have a different point of view.see/understand a 

point of view We did not see their point of view at all.put/give/express your point 
of view Everyone has a right to express a point of view.PHRASESfrom a practical 
point of view Saving energy in your home is fairly easy from a practical point of 

view.from an economic/financial/business point of view From a financial point of 
view, the concert was a disaster.from a scientific/technical point of view This book 
was the first to study language from a scientific point of view.from a legal point of 

view It’s a fascinating case, from a legal point of view.from a political point of 
view From a political point of view, the president’s visit is very important.from a 
security point of view The system has serious weaknesses from a security point of 

view. 

poison /ˈpɔɪzən/ noun  a substance that can cause death or serious 

illnessADJECTIVESdeadly/lethal poison (=which can kill you) The berries contain 

a deadly poison.a slow-acting/fast-acting poison (=which has a slow or quick 
effect) Cyanide is a very strong fast-acting poison.NOUNS + poisonrat poison (=used 
for killing rats) He was convicted of killing his neighbour using rat poison.VERBSput 

poison in sth also lace sth with poison She put poison in his wine.take/swallow 
poison He committed suicide by taking poison.give sb poison also administer 
poison formal Police are certain that her husband could not 

have administered the poison.put down poison (=put it somewhere to kill an 
animal) They put down rat poison to try to get rid of the vermin.PHRASEStraces of 
poison (=small amounts of poison in something) Traces of the poison were found in 

her food.a dose of poison (=an amount of poison) He had taken a massive dose of 
poison. 

poisonous /ˈpɔɪzənəs/ adjective  containing or producing a substance that is 

likely to kill you, or make you very illNOUNSpoisonous gas/fumes Car engines 
produce poisonous gases such as carbon monoxide.a poisonous 
snake/spider/insect/fish If you have been bitten by a poisonous snake, you should 

seek medical help immediately.a poisonous 
mushroom/berry/plant Some mushrooms are extremely poisonous.a poisonous 
substance/chemical Many people do not like the idea of using poisonous chemicals in 

the garden.poisonous waste The factory was dumping hundreds of tons of poisonous 
waste into the river.ADVERBShighly/extremely poisonous The tasty-looking berries 
are highly poisonous.deadly poisonous (=extremely poisonous and causing 

death) This small spider has a deadly poisonous bite.PREPOSITIONSpoisonous to 

sb/sth The leaves are poisonous to humans.THESAURUS: 

poisonoustoxicwaste | chemicals | substances | fumes | gases | metalsused 

about chemical substances that are harmful to people and the environment:Toxic  

waste was being dumped in the ocean. | Crops are sprayed with highly 

toxic chemicals to prevent damage from insects. | Lead is toxic  

to humans.hazardouswaste | material | chemicals | substancehazardous  

substances are likely to harm people, animals, or the environment if they are not dealt  
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with or got rid of carefully:Hazardous waste is stored deep under the ground in special  

containers. | The train was carrying nuclear waste and other hazardous  

materials. | There are strict regulations concerning the use of hazardous  

chemicals. | Plutonium is one of the most hazardous substances known to 

man.deadlypoison | snake | spider | gas | effectextremely poisonous and likely to  

kill you:He is seriously ill after swallowing a small amount of a deadly poison. | The 

woman was bitten by a deadly snake. | The red back spider is one of the most deadly  

spiders in Australia. | Terrorists released a deadly gas on the subway. | Nowadays  

people know much more about the deadly effects of  

radiation.noxious formalfumes | substance | gas | chemicals | substance | vapo

urnoxious gases and other substances are poisonous:The firefighters were treated in  

hospital after breathing in noxious fumes. | The soil may be contaminated with noxious  

substances. | It uses less fuel than a normal car, and gives off less noxious gas. | The 

island has become a dumping-ground for nuclear waste and noxious  

chemicals. | Campaigners are calling for this noxious substance to be 

banned.venomous formalsnake | reptile | creature | mammal | bitea venomous  

snake or other animal uses poison to attack and kill other animals:The black mamba is  

one of the most venomous snakes in the world. | Some people keep venomous  

reptiles as pets. | The spider’s venomous bite has been known to cause human deaths  

on rare occasions. Saying that something is extremely poisonousYou can  

say highly poisonous/toxic, extremely poisonous/toxic, or very  

poisonous/toxic. (Highly is much more common than the others.)You  

say extremely hazardous or very hazardous (not ‘highly’). You  

use deadly, noxious, and venomous on their own, without an adverb.  

police /pəˈliːs/ noun  the people who make sure that everyone obeys the 

lawADJECTIVES/NOUNS + policearmed police Armed police surrounded the house.the 
secret police (=who work in secret, especially to investigate people’s private lives and 
opinions) He was arrested by the secret police after criticizing the government.riot 

police (=trained to control violent crowds) Riot police moved in to disperse the 
crowd.traffic police BrE Traffic police closed the motorway after the accident.border 
police (=controlling people and things entering or leaving a country) They were 

stopped by border police, who searched their vehicle.uniformed police There were 
both uniformed police and plain-clothes detectives present at the demonstration.VERBS 

+ policecall the police Staff called the police when they noticed a broken 

window.contact/inform the police If you see anything suspicious, contact the 
police.tell the police Why didn’t you tell the police?report sth to the police Many 
crimes are not reported to the police.police + VERBSthe police investigate 

sth Local police are investigating a break-in at the club.the police catch 
sb The police are confident they will catch the killer.the police arrest sb also the 

police make an arrest Police arrested him as he tried to leave the country.the police 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1616] 

question/interview sb Police are questioning two men about the incident.the police 

charge sb (=officially say that someone will be judged in a court for committing a 
crime) The police have charged him with murder.the police hold sb also the police 

detain sb formal (=keep them at a police station) The police can hold suspects for up 
to 24 hours without charge.the police release sb (=allow them to leave a police 
station) The police released the woman after questioning.the police raid/storm a 

place (=enter it by surprise and by force) The police raided his home and took his 
computer.the police appeal for sth Police are appealing for witnesses to the 
attack.police + NOUNSa police officer The police officer asked to see his driving 

licence.a police chief The city has hired a new police chief.a police 
spokesman A police spokesman said officers are working hard on the case.a police 
station (=a building where the police work) They took him to the police station for 

questioning.a police car The men were being followed by an unmarked police car.a 
police dog Police dogs were used to catch the thieves.a police 
investigation Following a thorough police investigation, several arrests were made.the 

police force Her son is in the police force.a police raid (=a surprise visit by the police 
to search for something illegal) Six people were arrested in a police raid on the club.a 
police escort (=police officers who go with someone to guard or protect them) The 

president drove through the city with a police escort.police 
brutality/harassment (=when the police hit or threaten people) There were 
accusations of police brutality at the demonstration.a police cordon (=a line of police 

officers preventing people going somewhere) The demonstrators tried to break through 
a police cordon.a police presence (=the number of police officers at an event or 
incident) After last year’s attacks, there will be a heavy police presence at the 

conference.THESAURUS: policePEOPLE IN THE POLICEpolice officer also officera 

member of the police:A senior police officer was put in charge of the 

investigation. | The officer in charge of the case said they had arrested a man. | He 

was sentenced to life in prison for killing a police officer. | Officer Fayard (=in the US 

‘Officer’ is used in the title of police officers) Police officer or officer is the usual  

term in American English.In British English, police officer or officer is considered to  

be the politically correct term. It is used especially in more formal contexts, for  

example in news reports, or by the police. In everyday English, British people still  

usually say policeman or policewoman. policemana man who is a member of the 

police:When I was a boy I wanted to be a policeman. | The man was spotted by an off-

duty policeman (=one who was not at work).policewomana woman who is a member  

of the police:The girl, accompanied by a policewoman and two social workers, was  

seen in private by Sheriff George Crozier.PC/WPCused in the job titles of British police  

officers. PC means ‘Police Constable’ and WPC means ‘Woman Police Constable’:PC 

Keith Fletcher | WPC Susan Larkindetectivea police officer whose job is to discover  

who is responsible for crimes:Detectives are investigating the death of a baby 

boy. | Detective Inspector John Hartwellplain-clothesa plain-clothes police officer  
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wears ordinary clothes instead of a uniform:Two plain-clothes police officers, acting as  

hotel security men, kept watch on him.constablea British police officer of the lowest  

rank:a police constable | Constable Robin Cameronchief constablea senior police  

officer who is in charge of the police in a particular area in Britain:the chief constable of  

North Yorkshire policecop informala police officer:You’d better call the cops.troopera 

US police officer in a state police force:a New Jersey state trooper  

police officer /pəˈliːs ˌɒfəsə/ noun  someone who is a member of the police 

forceADJECTIVES/NOUNS + police officeran armed/unarmed police officer The house 
was surrounded by armed police officers. | In the UK, most police 
officers are unarmed.a plain-clothes police officer (=not wearing a uniform) A plain-

clothes police officer followed him across the street.a uniformed police 
officer (=wearing a uniform) A uniformed police officer got out of the patrol car.an 
undercover police officer (=a police officer who works secretly in order to catch 

criminals) She was arrested for trying to sell illegal drugs to an undercover police 
officer.an off-duty police officer (=a police officer at a time when he or she is not 
working) The thief was arrested by an off-duty police officer who happened to be in the 

shop.a local police officer The local police officers can ask for help from outside the 
region in an emergency.a military police officer Military police officers are responsible 

for ensuring that army regulations are obeyed.VERBSa police officer arrests sb Jones 
was arrested by a police officer for fighting in the street.a police officer stops sb He 
was stopped by a police officer, who asked to see his papers.a police officer catches 

sb The police officer caught the thief as he tried to climb over a wall.shoot a police 
officer He is accused of shooting a police officer during an attempted robbery.kill a 
police officer If someone kills a police officer, they will spend a very long time in 

jail. Police officer or policeman/policewoman?In American English, people always  

use police officer. In British English, police officer is the preferred  

term. Policeman and policewoman are often also still used in everyday British  

English, but they are not considered politically correct. In official contexts, people  

always use police officer.  

policy AC /ˈpɒləsi, ˈpɒlɪsi $ ˈpɑː-/ noun  1. someone’s plans for dealing with a 

particular subject – especially ones that have been officially agreed by a government or 

organizationADJECTIVES/NOUNS + policygovernment policy There has been a change 
in government policy on taxation.company/hospital/university etc policy It 
is company policy to encourage more women to become senior managers.party 

policy Party policy is to cut public spending.public policy (=government policies in 
general) Big business is able to influence public policy by giving money to political 
parties.foreign policy (=towards other countries) Support for human rights is a key 

element in our foreign policy.defence/education/housing/energy etc 
policy Nuclear weapons still play an important role in Britain’s defence 
policy.economic policy I think that the government’s economic policies have actually 

made the situation worse.a deliberate policy Some companies have a deliberate 
policy of delaying payment.a clear policy The school has a clear policy on bullying.a 
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coherent policy (=one in which all the parts of the policy work well together in a 

sensible way) The party needs a coherent policy on dealing with the debt 
crisis.VERBShave a policy of doing sth The hotel said it had a policy of asking 

customers to provide credit card details.change your policy The US government 
changed its policy towards China.reverse a policy (=change it back to how it was 
before) The new government decided to reverse previous policies on 

immigration.pursue/follow a policy (=do something as part of your policy) The 
company is pursuing a policy of cutting costs.make/formulate a policy (=decide 
what it will be) Government advisers are heavily involved in making policy. | We try 

to formulate policies that will meet the needs of the people.implement a policy (=do 
what has been officially decided) Local government is responsible 
for implementing central government policy.shape policy (=have an influence on 

it) These terrorist acts will not be allowed to shape our foreign policy.adopt a 
policy (=decide to use one) They adopted a policy of not speaking to reporters.a 
policy aims to do sth/is aimed at doing sth The policy aims to reduce the money 

that the country spends on healthcare.policy + NOUNSa policy decision No policy 
decision can be made until the next meeting.a policy document (=suggesting a new 
policy) The party has produced a 150-page policy document.a policy statement The 

company’s chief executive apologized if previous policy statements had been 
confusing.a policy change The policy change followed criticism from pressure groups.a 
policy maker (=someone who decides what the policy should be) Government policy 

makers are always worried about the effect on voters.a policy issue The committee 
will meet to discuss policy issues.a policy objective How can we best achieve 
our policy objectives?a policy initiative (=something done to achieve particular 

goals) The government’s policy initiatives have focused on the inner 
cities.PREPOSITIONSsb’s policy on sth There was discussion about the school’s policy 
on student uniforms.sb’s policy towards/toward sth They want a change in 

US policy towards Cuba.a policy of (doing) sth There was a policy of cutting taxes for 
very rich people.PHRASESa change/shift in policy This decision represented a 
major change in policy. | The shift in education policy placed more emphasis on 

teachers’ own assessments.a reversal of policy (=a change back to what it was 
before) Strong opposition forced a rapid reversal of policy.2. a contract with an 
insurance companyVERBStake out/buy a policy (=arrange it) People with children 

should take out a life insurance policy.renew a policy (=buy it again, especially 
regularly) The policy must be renewed every year.a policy covers sth (=will pay out 
money in relation to it) The health insurance policy does not cover dental bills.a policy 

expires (=the period when it applies ends) Before your holiday, make sure your travel 
insurance policy has not expired.a policy pays out (=pays you money when you claim 
it) The policy pays out if you cannot work because of illness.NOUNS + policyan 

insurance policy Is the damage covered by your insurance policy?a life (insurance) 
policy (=one that will pay money if someone dies) When he died, she discovered he 
didn’t have a life insurance policy.a contents policy (=protecting things in your 

home) Most basic contents policies cover accidents to mirrors. 

polish /ˈpɒlɪʃ $ ˈpɑː-/ verb  THESAURUS > clean2 

polite /pəˈlaɪt/ adjective  behaving in a way that follows the rules of good 

behaviour and shows respect for other people, and often seems rather 
formalADVERBSvery/extremely/terribly polite The man was very polite and asked 
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us if we had had a pleasant journey.unfailingly polite (=always polite on every 

occasion) The staff at our hotel were unfailingly polite and friendly.too polite to do 
sth We were too polite to say what we really thought.VERBSseem/sound polite She 

wanted to leave the room, but it didn’t seem polite.NOUNSa polite voice “I hope you 
have a pleasant stay,” Judy said in a polite voice.a polite smile The nurse looked at 
him with a polite smile.a polite letter Some time later he got a polite letter saying that 

his application for the job had been unsuccessful.a polite way of doing sth ‘Let’s wait 
and see’ is sometimes used as a polite way of saying ‘no’.a polite request There was 
a polite request to keep the noise down.a polite reminder (=a polite message telling 

someone that they should have done something) The library sent me a polite 
reminder about the books.polite applause (=gentle clapping by people who are not 
very excited by a speaker or performance) He received polite applause from a few 

people in the crowd.PREPOSITIONSbe polite to sb The men shook hands and made an 
effort to be polite to each other.PHRASESmake polite conversation (with sb) (=talk 
about unimportant things such as the weather) While they ate, she tried to make polite 

conversation.THESAURUS: politewell-manneredhaving good manners and 

knowing the correct way to behave in social situations:She was beautifully dressed and  

very well-mannered.well-behavedchild | boy | girl | dogpolite and not causing any 

trouble – used about children or animals:The children were very well-behaved. | Well-

behaved dogs are welcome at the hotel.courteous /ˈkɜːtiəs $ ˈkɜːr-

/staff | manner | behaviour | smile | greeting | reply | answer | letterpolite and 

respectful, and behaving rather formally:The hotel staff were very courteous and 

helpful. | His manner was always very courteous. | She gave the guests a courteous  

greeting when they arrived. | I received a courteous reply thanking me for my interest  

in the company.respectfulsilence | manner | bow | nodpolite and treating someone 

with respect:There was a respectful silence while he spoke. | “Thank you,” he said with  

a respectful bow. | He was very respectful towards all my 

relatives.civilconversationpolite in a formal way, especially when you do not feel very  

friendly towards someone:When you’ve stopped arguing, you might be able to have 

a civil conversation (=one in which you do not argue with each other). | She’d never  

liked her father-in-law, but she forced herself to be civil  

to him.deferential formalattitude | manner | tonepolite towards someone,  

especially because they are in a more important social position:There was a much 

more deferential attitude toward authority. | In those days women were expected to  

be deferential to men.ANTONYMS → rude 

political /pəˈlɪtɪkəl/ adjective  relating to the government and public affairs of a 

countryNOUNSa political party I am not a member of any political party.a political 
system He wants to see a parliamentary political system put in place.the political 

process People choose not to vote because they have no faith in the political process.a 
political leader The country needs a strong political leader.political power Poor 
people seem to have little political power.political rights Women had no political 

rights.sb’s political career He is facing the biggest decision of his political 
career.political life At that time women were excluded from political life.a political 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1620] 

issue Health care has become a major political issue.a political solution Leaders are 

eager for a political solution after years of war.the political agenda (=the list of 
things that are discussed in politics) The subject of women’s rights was suddenly very 

high on the political agenda.ADVERBSovertly/explicitly/openly political It was not 
considered polite to discuss subjects of an overtly 
political nature.essentially/primarily/fundamentally political The question of trade 

union power is essentially political, not economic. 

politician /ˌpɒləˈtɪʃən, ˌpɒlɪˈtɪʃən $ ˌpɑː-/ noun  someone who works in politics, 

especially an elected member of the governmentADJECTIVES/NOUNS + politiciana 
senior politician A number of senior politicians opposed the government’s policy.a 

leading/prominent politician (=important and well known) The scandal ruined the 
careers of several leading politicians.a Labour/Republican etc politician Her mother 
was a Labour politician.a left-wing/right-wing politician He had been under attack 

from right-wing politicians for some time.a local politician The plan is strongly 
supported by local politicians.an opposition politician (=belonging to the party that is 
not in power) Opposition politicians argued that there was not enough reason to go to 

war.an elected politician Are the country’s elected politicians trustworthy?a corrupt 
politician (=not honest) Industry bosses had made quiet deals with corrupt 

politicians.a popular politician He is the most popular politician in the country.an 
astute/shrewd politician (=clever and good at achieving the result that he or she 
wants) He was a very astute politician and he knew how to deal with the media.a 

career politician (=one who is determined to be successful in politics and has no 
interest in anything else) His opponents criticize him as a career politician with little 

regard for ordinary people.THESAURUS: politicianstatesman/stateswomana 

political or government leader, especially one who is well-respected:He is now a  

respected elder statesman. | great statesmen like Roosevelt and Churchill | He would  

later describe the king as ‘one of the most brilliant statesmen I have ever been 

privileged to meet’. | Angela Merkel proved herself to be a stateswoman to be 

reckoned with.MP/Member of Parliamentin Britain, someone who has been elected  

to Parliament to represent people from a particular area of the country:He was  

the Member of Parliament for Rochdale. | Lynne Featherstone is our local  

MP.congressmana man who is a member of a congress, especially the US House of  

Representatives:He is a well-known Republican congressman.congresswomana 

woman who is a member of a congress, especially the US House of  

Representatives:Mrs McKinney was the state’s first black congresswoman.senatora 

member of the senate, especially in the US:Senator Clintonrepresentativein the US, a  

member of the House of Representatives:The Democratic representatives opposed the 

plan.mayorsomeone who has been elected to lead the government of a town or  

city:Boris Johnson was elected Mayor of London. | the former New York mayor, Rudy 

Giulianispin doctorsomeone who is used by a political party to influence people’s  

opinions by cleverly controlling what is reported in the news:The party spin  

doctors would like us to believe that the government is committed to improving the 

environment.  
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politics /ˈpɒlətɪks, ˈpɒlɪtɪks $ ˈpɑː-/ noun  ideas and activities involved in running 

a country, city etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS + politicsinternational/world politics I became 
interested in international politics when I was at university.domestic politics (=within 
a country) The war had a major impact on the country’s domestic politics.local 

politics Ann is very active in local politics.national politics (=used when comparing 
this to local politics) Mark had always wanted a career in national politics.party 
politics (=involving members of political parties, who are trying to defeat each other in 

arguments – often disapproving) The health service is too important to be left to party 
politics.power politics (=achieving political aims by using or threatening force) He 
argued that power politics would always lead to war.PREPOSITIONSthe politics of 

sth (=a particular type of political activity) The agreement ended years of violent 
opposition and began the politics of cooperation.VERBSgo into/enter politics (=get 
involved in it as a job) She went into politics because she wanted to help make society 

better.be involved in/take part in politics He was involved in local politics for 
several years before he became a member of parliament.interfere/meddle in 
politics He warned the army against interfering in politics.influence/shape 

politics Can writers and artists influence politics?PHRASESbe active in politics (=be 

involved in it) Women are becoming increasingly active in politics.THESAURUS: 

politicsright-

wingparty | government | politics | politician | newspaper | press | views | pol

icya right-wing person or group wants low taxes, a strong army and police force, and 

the individual to be free from government interference as much as possible:The right-

wing political parties want to cut government spending dramatically. | Some of  

his views are very right-wing. | right-wing policies on gun controlleft-

wingparty | government | politics | politician | newspaper | views | policya 

left-wing person or group wants the government to make society more equal by 

increasing taxes for rich people, and taking control of important industries and 

services:The left-wing parties want to put up taxes on the rich. | His views are 

very left-wing.greenparty | politician | policies | credentialssupporting policies and 

principles which will protect the environment:I'm a member of the Green Party. | The 

government is under pressure to improve its green credentials (=to seem more like it  

wants to protect the 

environment).radicalreform | policy | politican | party | governmentsupporting  

political ideas that will involve great change:The government announced 

a radical economic reform programme.liberalpolicy | attitude | view | politician | p

arty | governmentsupporting political ideas that will allow people to have greater  

freedom:They want the government to have a more liberal policy on  

drugs.extremeview | attitude | organizationhaving political opinions which are 

considered to be very unreasonable by many people:His views on immigration are very  

extreme. | They belong to an extreme right-wing  

organization.moderateview | Republican | Conservative | governmenthaving  
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political opinions which are not extreme:He now has more moderate views. | The bill is  

supported by moderate Republicans. | People generally become more moderate as  

they get older.  

poll /pəʊl $ poʊl/ noun  1. an occasion when a large group of people are asked 

questions to find out their opinionsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + pollan opinion poll (=that 
measures what people think about something) A recent opinion poll showed strong 
support for the government.a popularity poll (=measuring how popular someone 

is) In most popularity polls, he is far behind his rivals.an exit poll (=when people are 
asked who they just voted for in an election) The exit polls revealed that 46% of 
women had voted for Obama.a national poll National polls show strong opposition to 

the plan.VERBS + pollcarry out/do a poll also conduct a poll formal They carried out 
a poll to find out how many people supported the war. | The poll was conducted with a 
sample of over one thousand adults.publish/release a poll ‘The Times’ has published 

a poll showing that most people were against increasing taxes.commission a 
poll (=ask an organization to carry out a poll) The magazine commissioned a poll to 
discover what people spend on beauty products.poll + VERBSa poll 

shows/indicates/suggests sth Polls show that older voters are most concerned 
about economic issues.a poll finds sth Our poll found that only 29 percent of people 

thought the president was doing a good job.poll + NOUNSpoll 
results/findings The poll results are very encouraging for environmental 
campaigners.a poll rating (=showing how popular someone is) His poll rating fell by 

several points following the scandal.PREPOSITIONSin a poll In a recent poll, consumers 
said they wanted more information on food labels.PHRASESsb’s lead in the 
polls Labour soon regained its lead in the polls.sb’s standing in the polls (=how 

popular a poll shows them to be) The president’s standing in the polls has fallen 
sharply.be ahead/leading in the polls The good news is that we are ahead in the 
polls.be behind/trailing in the polls At the moment the Democrats are trailing in the 

polls.2. political elections GrammarAlways plural in this meaning. VERBSgo to the 

polls (=vote in an election) Will there be a change of government when the 
country goes to the polls next week?the polls open/close (=voting officially begins or 

ends) The counting of votes begins as soon as the polls close.PREPOSITIONSat the 
polls (=in an election) Her party performed badly at the polls. 

polluted /pəˈluːtɪd/ adjective  THESAURUS > dirty 

pollution /pəˈluːʃən/ noun  damage caused to the environment, for example by 

chemicals from factories and vehiclesADJECTIVES/NOUNS + pollutionthe pollution is 
bad/severe In some cities, the pollution is so bad that people have to wear masks.air 

pollution also atmospheric pollution formal Air pollution can cause breathing 
problems for some people.water/river pollution We tested the level of water 
pollution in local rivers and canals.environmental pollution Most environmental 

pollution is produced by developed countries.industrial pollution (=from factories) A 
study has linked ill health in the area with industrial pollution.noise/light 
pollution (=the bad effect of noise or artificial light in the environment) Light 

pollution makes it harder to see the stars at night.marine pollution (=pollution of the 
sea) Oil spills are a major cause of marine pollution.chemical pollution Chemical 
pollution threatens the survival of these animals.VERBSreduce/cut pollution Tougher 

laws are needed to reduce pollution from cars.produce/cause/generate 
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pollution Battery-powered cars produce far less pollution.prevent 

pollution Greenpeace wants to prevent pollution through better and more efficient 
design.control pollution The report recommends the use of taxes to control 

pollution.tackle/combat pollution (=try to deal with it) Governments have so far 
failed to tackle pollution.monitor pollution (=measure it) Our job is to monitor 
pollution from industrial chimneys.pollution + NOUNSpollution levels The aim of the 

new regulations is to reduce pollution levels in the environment.a pollution 
problem Environmentalists fear that the new factories will lead to severe pollution 
problems.pollution control Effective pollution control was not being undertaken.a 

pollution incident The number of pollution incidents from local factories has doubled 
in recent years.pollution standards (=standards for controlling pollution) The new 
vehicles have to meet European pollution standards.PREPOSITIONSpollution from 

sth Pollution from factories is having a bad effect on people’s health.PHRASESa 
source/cause of pollution Fumes from cars are a major cause of air pollution. 

pond /pɒnd $ pɑːnd/ noun  a small area of fresh water, often artificially 

madeADJECTIVES/NOUNS + ponda fish pond They have a small fish pond in the 

garden.a garden pond BrE How can I attract wildlife to my garden pond?the village 
pond They were sitting in the shade of a tree beside the village pond.an ornamental 

pond (=a pond made to look pretty) They are ideal fish for an ornamental pond.a duck 
pond In the park, children were feeding the ducks on the duck pond.a lily pond (=one 
with water lilies) There’s a small bridge over the lily pond.pond + NOUNSpond 

life (=things that live in ponds) The children are studying pond life this term.a pond 
plant The centre sells a wide range of pond plants.pond water If the plants are dying, 
the problem might be in the pond water. 

pool /puːl/ noun  1. a hole or container that has been specially made and filled 

with water so that people can swim or play in itADJECTIVESa swimming pool He dived 
into the swimming pool.an indoor pool The indoor pool is used by swimmers practising 
for the Olympic Games.an outdoor/open-air pool Our hotel had an outdoor pool.a 

heated pool There is a heated swimming pool in the basement.a crowded 
pool The pool gets very crowded at weekends.a 25-metre/50-metre etc pool The 
school has a 25-metre pool.an Olympic-sized pool The stadium has an Olympic-

sized swimming pool.a paddling pool BrE (=a small pool or plastic container of water 
for children to play in) He set up the paddling pool in the back garden.VERBSswim in a 

pool We spent the afternoon swimming in the pool.dive/jump into a pool The 
swimmers dived into the pool at the start of the race.lie beside a pool She was lying 
beside the pool, trying to get a suntan.PREPOSITIONSin/into the pool We all 

jumped into the pool.out of the pool She got out of the pool and went to get her 
towel.at the pool “Where’s Sue?” “She’s at the pool.”by the pool We spent the 
holiday relaxing by the pool.PHRASESthe bottom of a pool His feet were touching 

the bottom of the pool.the edge/side of a pool She sat by the edge of the pool, 
chatting to one of her friends.2. a small area of liquid or light on a surfacePHRASESa 
pool of blood/water He was lying in a pool of blood. | I stepped in a pool of water in 

the street.a pool of light The pool of light from the torch shone down on her face.3. a 
small area of still water in a hollow placeADJECTIVESa deep/shallow pool We came to 
a deep pool under some tall trees. | The turtles are often found in shallow pools.NOUNS 

+ poola rock pool Crabs live in rock pools.a freshwater/saltwater pool The insect is 
found near freshwater pools.4. a group of people who are available to work or do an 
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activity when they are neededPHRASESa pool of labour also a labour pool (=a large 

group of available workers) The area possessed a large labour pool.a pool of 
talent The team has a huge pool of talent that it can draw on.ADJECTIVESa 

large/small pool of sb Employers can often choose from a large pool of qualified 
candidates. | There is a small pool of teachers available on the market to be hired.5. a 
game in which you use a stick to hit numbered balls into holes around a 

tableVERBSplay/shoot pool He enjoys playing pool with his friends.beat sb at 
pool She usually beats me at pool.lose to sb at pool He lost to her at pool.pool + 

NOUNSa pool table There was a pool table in one corner of the bar.a pool hall When 

he was young, he used to spend a lot of time in bars and pool halls.a pool cue (=the 
stick you use to play pool with) He polished the end of his pool cue with a piece of 
chalk.PHRASESa game of pool Do you want a game of pool 

poor /pɔː $ pʊr/ adjective  1. having very little money and not many 

possessionsNOUNSa poor man/woman/person Many poor people in the country are 
unable to read or write.a poor family Children from poor families get free school 
meals.a poor country/nation Nepal is one of the poorest countries in the world, but 

also one of the most beautiful.a poor area/region/neighbourhood etc He was born 
in a poor neighbourhood and was raised by his grandparents.a poor part of sth The 

school was in a poor part of London.a poor home/household/background Students 
from poor backgrounds do not have to pay for their education.a poor 
farmer/worker/labourer Her father was a poor farmer with a few acres of 

land.ADVERBSdesperately poor (=so poor that it causes great suffering) Half the 
population remains desperately poor.dirt poor informal (=extremely poor) The family 

was dirt poor and they couldn’t afford to send their children to school.THESAURUS: 

poordevelopingcountry | nation | world | economya developing country is poor  

and has very little industry:In developing countries, access to clean drinking water is  

often a problem. | Nearly one million children die from the disease every year in the 

developing world. Developing is only used before a noun.People also sometimes  

use the Third World to talk in general about poor countries. This use is not  

considered to be politically correct and it is better to say the developing  

world. deprivedarea | neighbourhood | part | region | children | groups | fami

lies | background | childhoodmuch poorer than other people or parts of a country,  

and not having the things that are necessary for a comfortable or happy life:The fund 

gives extra money to schools in deprived areas. | It is well known that deprived 

children tend to do less well at school. | Some people think that the best boxers come 

from deprived 

backgrounds.disadvantagedgroups | students | pupils | children | families | peo

ple | area | region | backgroundused about groups of people in society who have 

much less chance of being successful because they are poor:Single-parent families are 

one of the fastest growing and most disadvantaged groups in society. | The trust aims 

to help disadvantaged children around the world. | These groups provide leisure 
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opportunities to disadvantaged people who cannot afford to go on holiday. | More 

money will be given to schools in disadvantaged  

areas.needychildren | families | studentsused about groups of people who have 

very little money, and therefore need help:The group provides holidays for needy 

children. | More help should be given to needy families. | We offer scholarships  

for needy students. Needy is often used as a noun: The money goes to help the  

needy. destitutepeople | family | refugees | country | nationvery poor and in a  

very bad situation, because you have no possessions and often nowhere to live:There 

are thousands of destitute people with serious mental problems on our  

streets. | Her family was left destitute after her father died. | The United Nations  

needs to do more to rebuild this destitute  

nation.impoverished formalcountry | nation | people | families | children | work

ersvery poor, especially because something bad has happened to  

you:This impoverished country has suffered from hundreds of years of colonial  

rule. | The money will be used to help the miners and their impoverished 

families.poverty-

stricken formalpeople | family | country | nation | areaextremely poor, especially  

because something bad has happened to you:Medical supplies were sent to help  

the poverty-stricken people of Albania. | The family was left poverty-stricken. | In  

Somalia and many other poverty-stricken countries, thousands of people starved to  

death. Poverty-stricken or impoverished?These words are very similar in  

meaning. Poverty-stricken sounds even poorer  

than impoverished. penniless especially  

literarystudent | artist | immigrant | widowhaving no money:Epstein was  

a penniless student in Paris. | She died penniless. | Mary was left penniless and 

without any income.broke/hard up informalhaving very little money, especially for a  

short period of time:We were so broke we couldn’t afford to go out to the 

cinema. | Can I pay you back later? I’m a bit hard up at the 

moment. Broke and hard up are not used before a  

noun. ANTONYMS → rich (1)2. badNOUNSpoor performance The team’s poor 

performance in the second half lost them the match.poor quality The furniture was 
cheap and of poor quality.poor health Some of the children are in very poor 

health.poor condition Items in poor condition have a lower price.poor results His 
parents were disappointed by his poor results in the exams.a poor record The airline 
used to have quite a poor safety record.poor light (=not good enough for doing 

something) Poor light stopped play.THESAURUS: poor→ bad (1)  
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pop /pɒp $ pɑːp/ noun  modern music that is popular with young peoplepop + 

NOUNSpop music I like most kinds of pop music.a pop song It is not easy to write a 
great three-minute pop song.a pop group/band He thought the Beatles were the 
best pop group of all time.a pop singer Do you need a good voice to be a pop singer?a 

pop star She wanted to be a pop star or an actress.a pop concert His mother said he 
was too young to go to a pop concert by himself.the pop charts (=the list of best-
selling songs for a particular week) The song reached number two in the pop charts. 

popular /ˈpɒpjələ, ˈpɒpjʊlə $ ˈpɑːpjəposlər, ˈpɑːpjʊposlər/ adjective  1. liked by a 

lot of peopleADVERBShighly popular She was a highly popular student at 
college.immensely/hugely/enormously popular His plays were immensely 

popular. | His films are hugely popular in America.wildly popular (=highly popular – 
used especially about something that excites people) These bands are wildly popular in 
Cuba.increasingly popular Business management courses are increasingly 

popular.universally popular (=liked by everyone) Some foods are universally 
popular.enduringly/perennially popular formal (=always popular) His 
most enduringly popular film is ‘Singin' in the Rain’.genuinely popular He became 

Russia’s first genuinely popular politician in a long time.PREPOSITIONSpopular 
with/among people The café is very popular with students.popular as sth The island 

has become very popular as a holiday destination.THESAURUS: popularwell-

likedused about someone who many people like:He is an experienced and well-liked 

member of the team. | Stein is well-respected and well-liked by the 

troops.big/huge informalvery popular, especially in a particular place:The band 

are big in Europe. | Apparently this type of game is huge 

in Japan.hot informalsomeone or something that is hot, is very popular or fashionable  

and everyone wants to use them, see them, buy them etc:one of this year’s hottest  

fashion trends | a hot young singer from NashvilleSOMETHING THAT IS  

POPULARbestsellera book that a lot of people buy:His prize-winning book ‘A Year in  

Provence’ became an international bestseller.blockbustera film that a lot of people  

watch, especially an exciting film:Stephen Spielberg's latest Hollywood 

blockbuster | a blockbuster moviehitsomething such as a song, show, or film which is  

very popular and successful:The band played all their old hits. | The film was a box-

office hit (=a lot of people went to see it at the cinema). | She stars in ABC’s hit  

show ‘Desperate Housewives’.sell-outa concert, sports event etc which so many 

people want to see that all the tickets are sold:The concert was a sell-out. | the 

band’s sell-out tour of the UScult movie/band/figure etca film, band, person etc  

that has become very popular and fashionable with a particular group of people:He was  

the star of the cult TV show ‘Happy Days’. | Reed was the leader of the cult New 

York band the Velvet Underground.crazesomething that suddenly becomes popular, so 

that a lot of people do it, buy it etc:the latest dance craze that has been sweeping the 

US | the craze for ultra expensive designer jeansfad informalsomething that is very  

popular for a short time – used about something that you disapprove of, which you do 

not think will last for very long:Most diets are just fads. | I think it’s a passing  



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1627] 

fad (=one that will not last).ANTONYMS → unpopular2. done or believed by a lot of 

people or by ordinary peopleNOUNSpopular support There was widespread popular 
support for the new law.by/due to popular demand (=because many people have 

said they want something to happen) She will be performing here again next month, 
by popular demand.popular belief/opinion Contrary to popular belief, spiders are not 
insects.the popular view The popular view bears little relation to the known facts.a 

popular misconception (=a wrong idea that many people have) There is a popular 
misconception that cats cannot swim.the popular image of sth/sb The film star is 
very unlike the popular image of him in the press.the popular vote (=the vote of all 

the people) He won the presidency with almost 86% of the popular vote.the popular 
imagination The characters in the series failed to catch the popular imagination. 

popularity /ˌpɒpjəˈlærəti, ˌpɒpjʊˈlærəti $ ˌpɑː-/ noun  a situation in which 

something or someone is liked or supported by a lot of peopleADJECTIVESgreat 

popularity He has always enjoyed great popularity with British 
audiences.enormous/tremendous/immense popularity Good advertising has 
maintained the enormous popularity of the drink.widespread/wide 

popularity (=with a lot of people, or in many places) Astrology enjoyed widespread 
popularity.growing/increasing/rising popularity How do we explain the increasing 

popularity of Scottish folk music?continuing/enduring popularity (=that lasts a long 
time) Today, the novel enjoys enduring popularity and ranks among the USA’s top-
selling books.personal popularity The president’s personal popularity remained 

high.political popularity Economic difficulties have seriously damaged the prime 
minister’s political popularity.VERBSenjoy popularity (=be popular) The 
band enjoyed great popularity in the 1980s.achieve popularity (=become 

popular) Her books achieved tremendous popularity on both sides of the 
Atlantic.gain/grow/increase in popularity Extreme sports are growing in 
popularity.court popularity (=try to be popular by pleasing people) It is tempting for 

politicians to court popularity.sb’s popularity soars (=increases by a large 
amount) Opinion polls showed that his popularity had soared to a record level.sth’s 
popularity wanes/declines (=gradually decreases) Every man once wore a hat but, 

as fashions changed, their popularity declined.popularity + NOUNSa popularity 
contest (=a competition to find who the most popular person is) The election should 
be about policies, not just a popularity contest.a popularity poll (=a survey to find 

how popular someone is) In most popularity polls, he is in fourth or fifth place.sb’s 
popularity rating (=how popular someone is according to a poll) His popularity 
rating dropped dramatically after the events of last year.PREPOSITIONSpopularity 

among/with people The band’s popularity among older people has surprised music 
critics. 

population /ˌpɒpjəˈleɪʃən, ˌpɒpjʊˈleɪʃən $ ˌpɑː-/ noun  the people who live in a 

particular country or areaADJECTIVES/NOUNS + populationa large/small 
population California is a big state with a large population.a total population The 
United Kingdom has a total population of over 60 million.the whole/entire 

population The entire population will be celebrating.the world’s population A large 
proportion of the world’s population is starving.the local population The local 
population gave the sailors a friendly welcome at first.the general population The 

mentally ill are no more violent than the general population.the British/French etc 
population Around 10 per cent of the British population are left-handed.the 
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black/white population (=black or white people who live in a place) Unemployment 

is greater among the black population.the Jewish/Muslim/Asian etc 
population (=the people of a particular nationality or religion who live in a place) This 

large English town has a significant Asian population.the urban population (=who live 
in towns) The urban population will more than double in the next two decades.the 
rural population (=who live in the countryside) Most of the rural population do not 

have access to the internet.the adult population A third of the adult population pay 
no tax at all.an ageing population (=who are becoming old) The rapidly ageing 
population is causing problems for the country’s health care system.the indigenous 

population formal (=the people who have always lived in a place) His new book 
assesses the impact of Spanish culture on the indigenous population of Mexico.the 
working population In the UK, less than 3% of the working population are now 

employed in agriculture.the prison population A quarter of the prison population is 
under 21.the student population The university has a student population of almost 
5,000.the civilian population (=people who do not belong to the army etc) The 

rebels have carried out attacks on the civilian population.VERBSa place has a 
population of... The city has a population of over 9 million.the population is/stands 
at... The US population now stands at more than 300 million.the population 

grows/increases/rises Between these years the population grew by 40%.the 
population falls/declines/decreases The population in many rural areas has 
continued to fall.the population doubles (=it becomes twice as big) The population of 

London doubled between 1580 and 1600.the population reaches... It is predicted 
that the world’s population will reach 10 billion by the year 2050.population + NOUNSa 
population explosion (=a situation in which the population increases very 

quickly) What will be the long-term effects of this population explosion?population 
growth/increase India experienced rapid population growth. | The population 
increase in the region is a cause for concern.population decline The country is 

suffering a population decline because of its low birth rate.population size There was 
no way that population size could be measured accurately.population density (=the 
degree to which an area is filled with people) Australia has a low population 

density.population control (=controlling how many children people have) They 
support population control as a way of protecting the environment.PREPOSITIONSa 
population of 2 million/130,000 etc The city has a population of 270,000.the 

population of a place At that time, the population of Egypt was 6 million. 

pop up /pɒp ˈʌp/ verb  THESAURUS > appear (1) 

port /pɔːt $ pɔːrt/ noun  a place where ships can be loaded and 

unloadedADJECTIVES/NOUNS + porta busy port Hong Kong is one of the 
world’s busiest ports.a major/important port The city became a major port.a 
bustling port (=very busy) Until the 1870s, Port Albert was a bustling port.a fishing 

port The town is Iceland’s biggest fishing port.a container port (=for ships carrying 
large containers) Hamburg is one of Europe’s main container ports.a ferry port (=for 
boats carrying people, cars etc) Dover is an important ferry port.VERBScome into 

port We stood on the quay and watched the ships come into port.leave port Two 
fishing boats were preparing to leave port.PREPOSITIONSthe port of... We arrived at 
the port of Southampton.a ship is in port The island is much busier when a cruise 

ship is in port. Port of entryThis phrase is often used in official contexts, meaning the  
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place where someone enters the country by ship, plane etc: Dover is a major port of  

entry for the UK. THESAURUS: portharbour BrE harbor AmEan area of water  

next to the land which is protected by walls so the water is calm, and is a place where 

ships can stay when they are not sailing:They sailed into Portsmouth harbour. | Tourist  

boats leave the harbor at Riva regularly. | the harbour wall | the harbor lightsdocka 

place in a port where ships are loaded, unloaded, or repaired:A crowd was waiting on 

the dock to greet them. | The ship was in dock for repairs.piera structure that is built  

over and into the water so that boats can stop next to it or people can walk along 

it:The yacht was moored at a pier.jettya wall or platform built out into the water, used 

for getting on and off boats:a wooden jetty | The house has a private  

jetty.mooringthe place where a ship or boat is fastened to the land or to the bottom of  

the sea:Tugs towed the boat away from its mooring at White Bay.marinaa harbour  

where people keep boats which are used for pleasure:They are building a big new 

marina for luxury yachts.  

portion AC /ˈpɔːʃən $ ˈpɔːr-/ noun  1. a part of something largerADJECTIVESa 

large portion Temperatures over a large portion of the country were well below 
normal.a significant/substantial/major/considerable portion formal (=very large 
and therefore important) He owns a substantial portion of the company.a good 

portion (=large) She spends a good portion of her salary on clothes and 
entertainment.a small portion A small portion of the country remained under French 

control.2. an amount of food for one personADJECTIVESa big/large portion also a 
generous portion formal I was hungry so I asked for a large portion of fries.a small 
portion One way of losing weight is to eat smaller portions.a double portion (=twice 

as large as a normal one) I ordered a double portion of chicken.portion + 

NOUNSportion size If you are trying to eat less, pay attention to portion size.portion 
control (=limiting how much food you serve yourself or other people) People who keep 

their weight low take exercise and are careful about portion control. 

portrait /ˈpɔːtrɪt $ ˈpɔːr-/ noun  1. a picture of a personADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ portraita self-portrait (=of yourself) Rembrandt painted a self-portrait of himself as 
an old man.a group portrait He painted a group portrait of the prince and his three 

sisters.a family portrait The room is full of family portraits.an accurate 
portrait Sketching the face before painting will result in a more accurate portrait.a 

flattering portrait (=which makes someone look better than they really are) For 
a flattering portrait, usually soft light is the best.a full-length portrait (=including 
someone’s whole body) A full-length portrait of a pretty young girl in a red dress was 

hanging on the wall.a life-size portrait (=same size as in real life) He keeps a life-size 
portrait of his father in the study.a wedding portrait No gift will be as special as 
a wedding portrait.a photographic portrait A new exhibition of black and 

white photographic portraits has just opened.a framed portrait At the center of the 
collection is a framed portrait of General Bradstreet.VERBSpaint/draw sb’s 
portrait He paints portraits of famous people.do a portrait of 

sb Picasso did a portrait of her.pose/sit for a portrait She sat for a portrait by Joshua 
Reynolds.commission a portrait (=officially ask someone to do a portrait for 
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you) He commissioned a portrait of his daughter from the painter.a portrait is 

exhibited/displayed somewhere The portrait was displayed in an exhibition at the 
National Gallery.a portrait hangs somewhere (=it is on a wall there) The portrait 

hangs in the Metropolitan Museum of Art.portrait + NOUNSa portrait 
artist/painter/photographer She is best known as a portrait artist.a portrait 
gallery The National Portrait Gallery in London is worth a visit.a portrait studio The 

most challenging part of a photographer’s experience at a portrait studio is working 
with people.PREPOSITIONSa portrait of sb Whistler painted a famous portrait of his 
mother.a portrait by sb There was a portrait by an unknown artist.2. a description of 

someone or somethingVERBSgive sb a portrait of sb/sth The book gives the reader a 
fascinating portrait of Ireland before the First World War.create a portrait The 
film creates a portrait of recent Cuban history.present a portrait This 

documentary presents a portrait of African American author Ralph Ellison.ADJECTIVESa 
fascinating/intriguing portrait Filmmaker Robert-Adrian Pejo paints a fascinating 
portrait of contemporary American artist Joe Coleman.a realistic portrait I found this 

film a realistic portrait of life in a small French town.a vivid portrait The author 
provides a vivid portrait of life in ancient Greece.an intimate/revealing portrait This 
biography of Ulysses S. Grant paints a revealing portrait of the 18th president of the 

United States..a sympathetic portrait The novel presents a sympathetic portrait of 
the experiences of a sensitive, intellectual young man as he grows up.a 
moving/touching/haunting portrait (=which affects you deeply) Stone offers 

a moving portrait of the artist’s struggles in this entertaining work.a 
chilling/harrowing portrait (=very frightening) Film director Coppola paints a chilling 
portrait of the mafia’s rise and near fall from power in America.a stereotypical 

portrait (=one that is not completely true, because it only shows people’s usual idea 
about someone or something, not how they really are) The programme was criticized 
for giving a rather stereotypical portrait of gypsy life. 

 

pose AC /pəʊz $ poʊz/ verb  1. to exist in a way that may cause a problem, 

danger, difficulty etcNOUNSpose a threat/danger/risk The chemical leak poses a 

threat to human health.pose a problem The high number of immigrants is posing 
a serious problem for the small island state.pose difficulties Sport in schools can pose 
difficulties for children with sight problems.pose a challenge The material being 

taught must pose a challenge to pupils.pose a dilemma (=cause a situation in which it 
is very difficult to decide what to do) The treatment is risky but it could save the child’s 
life, which poses a dilemma for the parents.2. to sit, stand etc so that someone can 

paint or draw your picture, or take a photograph of youPREPOSITIONSpose for sb She 
was asked to pose for some of the great artists of her day.pose for a 
picture/photograph etc The photographer asked them all to pose for the picture. 

position1 /pəˈzɪʃən/ noun  1. the place where something or someone 

isADJECTIVESthe correct/right position Make sure the picture is in the right 
position before you knock the nail into the wall.the exact/precise position The red 

dot marks the exact position of the ship.a prominent position (=one where 
something can easily be seen) We want to display the trophy in a prominent 
position.VERBStake up a position (=move to a position so that you are ready to do 

something) She told the sales staff to take up their positions behind the 
counter.occupy a position (=be in a particular place) Our house occupied 
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a middle position in the street.change position The photographer asked us to change 

position with each other.show/mark sth’s position also indicate sth’s 
position formal They used this chart to mark the position of enemy 

aircraft.PREPOSITIONSin/into position (=in or into the correct position) Our troops 
were in position near the bridge.out of position (=not in the correct position) The 
player had moved out of position, allowing his opponent to get past easily.2. the way 

someone is standing, sitting, or lyingADJECTIVESa comfortable position She got 
herself into a comfortable position on the sofa.an awkward/uncomfortable 
position My foot was in an awkward position.a 

sitting/kneeling/standing/crouching etc position The priest rose from 
his kneeling position by the bed.a foetal position BrE a fetal position AmE (=with 
your body curled like a baby’s before it is born) I crawled into my bed and curled up in 

a foetal position.VERBSchange/shift (your) position He shifted his position to get a 
better view of the stage.pull/drag/haul yourself into a ... position She pulled 
herself up into a sitting position.assume/adopt a ... position formal (=move your 

body into a particular position) The runners move towards the line and adopt the 
starting position.hold a position (=stay in a position) Pull in your tummy muscles 
and hold that position.3. the situation that someone is inADJECTIVESthe 

present/current position The present position is that we do not have enough 
staff.the same position/a similar position A lot of us are in the same position: we 
don’t know if we’ll still have a job next month. | It would be useful to speak to others in 

a similar position.a strong/good/powerful position (=a situation in which you have 
an advantage) A victory tonight will put the team in a strong position to win the 
championship.a difficult/awkward position I was in the difficult position of having to 

choose between my wife and my daughter.an impossible position (=a very difficult 
situation) I was angry with him for putting me in such an impossible position.a 
privileged position The royal family has a very privileged position in society.an 

enviable position (=a situation that other people would like to be in) He is in 
the enviable position of not needing to work.an unenviable position (=a situation 
that other people would not like to be in) She was in the unenviable position of having 

to fire her friend.a weak position (=a situation in which you have a 
disadvantage) Someone who is desperate to sell their house is in a weak position.a 
vulnerable position (=a situation in which you could easily be attacked or in 

trouble) The country is in a vulnerable position because it depends entirely on imports 
of oil.a unique position (=a situation that no one else is in) Their knowledge of the 
area places them in a unique position to advise you.sb’s financial position Has your 

financial position changed recently?the legal position (=the situation from a legal 
point of view) The legal position on going to war was far from clear.a 
bargaining/negotiating position (=someone’s situation when they negotiate) The 

new law has strengthened workers’ bargaining position .VERBSput/place sb in a 
position I’m sorry if I put you in an uncomfortable position.find yourself in a 
position Because of government opposition, aid organizations find themselves in 

a difficult position.reach a position It has taken two years to reach the position where 
we can say we’ve succeeded.strengthen sb’s position (=give someone a bigger 

advantage) Political leaders were using the war to strengthen their 
own position.weaken/undermine sb’s position (=give someone a bigger 
disadvantage) The prime minister’s position had been weakened by disagreements in 

his Cabinet.consider/review the position We shall consider the position again in a 
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few weeks’ time.sb’s position improves By March, the 

Democrats’ position had improved.PREPOSITIONSbe in a ... position I’m in a rather 
unusual position because my boss is my wife.PHRASESa position of strength (=a 

strong position) The workers were negotiating from a position of strength.a position of 
power/authority/influence Parents should not abuse their position of power over 
children.a position of trust As a church leader, he was in a position of trust.4. an 

opinion or judgment on a particular subjectADJECTIVESsb’s official position (=one 
that a government or organization says officially that it has) This was the French 
government’s official position.an extreme position Few people hold this extreme 

position today.a middle position (=one that is between two extreme positions) The 
party takes a middle position on government control of industry.a neutral 
position (=not supporting either side in an argument) The country appeared to 

abandon its neutral position and give support to our enemies.an 
ideological/philosophical position (=based on political or philosophical beliefs) Can 
such an ideological position be maintained in these difficult economic 

times?VERBStake/hold a position (=have an opinion) We take the position that these 
changes are to be welcomed.adopt a position (=start having an opinion) This is 
the position the Church has adopted on the issue.change/shift your position Since 

then, the party has changed its position.reconsider/rethink your position (=think 
again about it and perhaps change it) We are urging the US government to reconsider 
its position.defend a position The next speaker defended a 

different position.maintain a position We maintain our position that job cuts are bad 
for the economy.PREPOSITIONSsb’s position on sth What is the minister’s position 
on gay marriage?5. a job – used especially about important jobs, or in formal 

situationsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + positiona senior/junior position David held a 
very senior position in the company.a key/important position Hwang Jang Yop 
occupied a key position in the Party.a temporary position They are offering a 

temporary position initially, for six months.a permanent position I am hoping to find 
a permanent position when I leave university.a management position She was one of 
the few women in a management position.an official position People in official 

positions are not allowed to accept gifts.VERBShold/occupy a position (=have it) She 
had previously held a senior position in another school.apply for a position I decided 
to apply for the position of marketing manager.take up a position (=start doing a 

job) He took up a new position as managing director of a company in Belfast.leave a 
position He left his position as Chief Conductor of the Moscow Radio Symphony 
Orchestra.resign from a position She has resigned from her position as department 

secretary.offer sb a position They offered me the position of store manager.fill a 
position (=find someone to do a job) I’m afraid the position has already been 
filled.use your position She tries to use her position to do some good.abuse your 

position (=use it wrongly) He abused his position as a doctor.PREPOSITIONSthe 
position of sth She currently holds the position of senior sales manager.a position as 
sth He was hoping to find a position as a financial adviser.a position in/at 

sth A position at the BBC would be her dream job.THESAURUS: 

positionDESCRIBING SOMEONE’S POSITION IN AN  

ORGANIZATIONseniormanager | management | executive | official | staff | colle

ague | partnerused about someone who has one of the most important positions in  

an organization, or a more important position than another person:The leadership  
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courses are aimed at senior management. | More than 50 senior executives from seven  

countries attended the Group Management Conference. | He is a senior partner in a  

law firm. | She is senior to me.chiefexecutive | executive 

officer | minister | scientist | economist | spokespersonused especially in job  

titles about someone who has the most important or one of the most important  

positions in an organization:Under its new chief executive, John Houliston, big changes  

have been taking place at the company. | Carole Johnson is the company’s chief  

executive officer. | The Government's chief scientist, David King, said he believed that  

the disease was under control. | He’s the chief economist at Hangseng Bank.high-

rankingofficial | officer | post | position | memberused about someone who has a  

high position in an organization such as the government, the army, or the police:high-

ranking government officials | A high-ranking police officer was sacked as a result of  

the scandal. | high-ranking members of the Communist  

Partytopexecutive | manager | lawyer | diplomat | official | aide | post | positio

nused about someone who has a very important job. Top sounds a little informal and 

is often used in journalism and in spoken English:There was a meeting of top  

executives to discuss the decision. | Top diplomats warned him that the war was a  

mistake. | She is one of the president’s top  

aides.juniorstaff | colleague | minister | partner | doctor | nurse | clerk | post |

 positionused about someone who has a lower position in an organization, or a less  

important position than another person:Junior staff often have very little  

experience. | At that time she was a young and ambitious junior minister. | Junior  

doctors have to work long hours. | He was junior to Nelson and had to obey his  

orders.assistantmanager | director | professor | editor | coachan assistant  

manager, director, editor etc has a position just below a manager etc:She became 

assistant director at the Belgrade Theatre. | He’s an assistant professor of neurology at  

Harvard University.  

position2 /pəˈzɪʃən/ verb  to carefully put something in a particular 

positionADVERBSposition sth correctly The paper was not positioned correctly in the 
printer.position sth/yourself well She positioned herself really well for the shot, 

allowing her to keep the ball low.PREPOSITIONSposition sth/yourself 
near/between/against etc sth He had deliberately positioned himself near the 
door. | It would be sensible to position the desk by a window. 

positive AC /ˈpɒzətɪv, ˈpɒzɪtɪv $ ˈpɑː-/ adjective  1. expecting or considering 

things to be good or hopefulNOUNSa positive attitude/outlook Having a positive 
attitude makes life so much better.a positive approach This is just the positive 

approach that the school needs.a positive view He takes a fairly positive view of the 
future.positive thinking also positive thoughts Many people believe that positive 
thinking can help your recovery from serious illnesses. | Encourage your children to 

think positive thoughts.a positive response The suggestion got a very positive 
response from my colleagues.positive feedback She received some pretty positive 
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feedback from the teacher.VERBSfeel positive Are you feeling positive about your 

chances of a medal?seem/sound positive The minister didn’t sound positive about 
the economy.stay positive He’s very sick, but we are trying to stay 

positive.PREPOSITIONSpositive about sth I always try to be positive about students’ 
work.PHRASESthink positive (=think positive thoughts) Cheer up and think 
positive.ANTONYMS → negative (1)2. good or usefulNOUNSa positive 

effect/impact/influence Exercise has a positive effect on health. | His mother was a 
strong positive influence in his life.a positive aspect There are a lot of positive 
aspects to retirement.a positive thing Did he mention any positive things about the 

experience?a positive image It’s important to promote a positive image of our 
industry to young people.a positive result/outcome We hope there will be a positive 
outcome to the talks.a positive contribution Most refugees are determined to make 

a positive contribution to their new country.a positive experience Working here has 
been a very positive experience for me.a positive role model (=someone whose 
behaviour is good to copy) We should provide boys with more positive role models.a 

positive step He welcomed the talks as a positive step towards peace.PHRASESon the 
positive side (=used when saying what is good about something) On the positive side, 
the club’s financial position remains strong.see/present sth in a positive light (=see 

or show something in a way that makes it seem good) The company tried to present 

the decision in a positive light.THESAURUS: 

positive→ good (1)ANTONYMS → negative (2)3. completely 

sureADVERBScompletely/absolutely/quite positive Are you absolutely positive that 

you locked the door?fairly/almost positive I’m almost positive that he is 
lying.VERBSfeel positive He felt positive that this was the man he had seen.seem 
positive She seems positive she’ll get the job.PREPOSITIONSpositive about sth It 

was after ten when the phone rang – I’m positive about that.positive of sth You need 
to be positive of your facts before you publish the article. 

possession /pəˈzeʃən/ noun  1. something that you have or you 

ownADJECTIVESpersonal possessions The prisoners were allowed to keep a 
few personal possessions with them.sb’s worldly possessions literary (=everything 
they own) The bag contained all his worldly possessions.material 

possessions (=things you own, rather than personal qualities, relationships etc) Love 
and family are far more important to me than material possessions.a precious 
possession (=one that is valuable or important to you) She only had time to pack a 

few precious possessions before she had to leave.a prized/treasured/cherished 
possession (=one that is very important to you) One of my most treasured 
possessions is a small book of prayers.2. formal if something is in your possession, you 

have it or you own itPHRASESbe in sb’s possession The painting has been in the 
family’s possession since then.be in possession of sth (=have it) Make sure you are 
in possession of the facts before you make an official statement.have sth in your 

possession (=have it) My father had in his possession a letter written by Winston 
Churchill.come into sb’s possession (=someone starts having it) How did this 
document come into your possession?take/get possession of sth (=start having or 

using it) At 21, he was entitled to take possession of the property.keep possession of 
sth also retain possession of sth formal He decided to keep possession of the diary 
for now.lose possession As soon as we lost possession of the ball, the other team 

scored.ADJECTIVESillegal/unlawful possession of sth The police have charged him 
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with unlawful possession of a weapon.sole/exclusive possession of sth (=for you 

alone, not shared with anyone else) You will have exclusive possession of the whole 
house during your stay. 

possibility /ˌpɒsəˈbɪləti, ˌpɒsɪˈbɪləti $ ˌpɑː-/ noun  1. a situation in which 

something might happen or might be trueADJECTIVESa strong/good 
possibility (=something that is very likely) There is a strong possibility that the 
treatment will fail.a real/distinct possibility (=something that is quite likely) At this 

moment, job losses are a real possibility.a remote/faint possibility (=something that 
is not very likely) There’s no point worrying about such a remote possibility.VERBSa 
possibility exists The possibility exists that he misunderstood my instructions.sth 

remains a possibility (=it could still happen) War remains a 
possibility.consider/explore/examine a possibility Police are considering the 
possibility that the death may be drugs-related.entertain/contemplate a 

possibility (=consider that it might exist) He refused to entertain the possibility that 
his daughter had lied.raise a possibility (=say or show that something may happen or 
may be true) The government has raised the possibility of an early election next 

year.rule out/exclude a possibility (=say that something will definitely not happen 
or is definitely not true) We can’t rule out the possibility that the factory will 

close.avoid a possibility The government wants to avoid the possibility of a 
scandal.face a possibility People in the region are again facing the possibility that 
their crops will fail.allow for a possibility We have to allow for the possibility that this 

method will not work.PREPOSITIONSthe possibility of sth Motor racing is a dangerous 
sport and there is always the possibility of accidents.PHRASESthere is a possibility 
that There is a possibility that you could have lost all your work.not be beyond the 

bounds of possibility (=be possible) It is not beyond the bounds of possibility that 
she thinks you are rather boring.be within the realm(s) of 
possibility humorous (=be possible) You have to realize that it is within the realm of 

possibility that you are wrong.2. an opportunity to do something, or something that can 
be done or triedADJECTIVESnew possibilities The technology could provide all kinds 
of new possibilities.exciting possibilities The city offers many exciting possibilities for 

young people.tremendous possibilities (=very good or important opportunities) This 
discovery opens up tremendous possibilities for cancer treatment.VERBSconsider a 
possibility (=think about whether you should take an opportunity) We even began 

to consider the possibility of moving there permanently.explore a possibility (=think 
carefully and find out about an opportunity) You may want to explore the possibility of 
setting up your own business.offer a possibility (=make an opportunity 

available) Technology offers exciting possibilities to designers.open up a 
possibility (=make a new opportunity available) His recent performance opens up the 
possibility for him to compete in the Olympic Games.exhaust the possibilities (=try 

everything possible) I was determined not to give up until I had exhausted all the 
possibilities. 

possible /ˈpɒsəbəl, ˈpɒsɪbəl $ ˈpɑː-/ adjective  if something is possible, it can be 

done or achievedPHRASESit is possible to do sth From the hilltop it was possible 
to see the sea.make it possible to do sth Medical advances have made it possible 
to keep more patients alive.if possible also if at all possible If possible, take light 

exercise first thing in the morning.where/wherever/whenever possible Where 
possible, grill your meat rather than fry it.do everything possible We must do 
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everything possible to limit the damage we cause to the environment.in every way 

possible We offered to help him in every way possible.as soon as possible Please 
make a payment as soon as possible.as far as possible (=to the extent that is 

possible) Remember that you should, as far as possible, avoid drinking the local 
water.VERBSthink/consider/believe sth possible The new technology produces 
results that we didn’t believe possible.prove possible It proved possible to open the 

door without using the key.remain possible Doctors are saying it remains 
possible that the patient’s condition will worsen.ADVERBSperfectly/quite 
possible (=definitely possible) Combining a family with a career is perfectly 

possible.theoretically possible (=possible in theory, but difficult and unlikely) It 
is theoretically possible for a student to get full marks.technically possible (=possible 
with the technology available) It may be technically possible to make these vehicles go 

faster, but is it wise?humanly possible (=able to be done if someone tries hard 
enough) It is not humanly possible to work for more than fifteen hours a 
day.reasonably possible We need to keep the cost as low as is reasonably 

possible.THESAURUS: 

possiblefeasiblesolution | plan | idea | option | alternativeif something is  

feasible, it is possible and you can find a practical way of doing it:Using specially  

trained staff, though expensive, is often the only feasible solution. | We need to find  

out first if the idea is technically feasible. | There was no other feasible  

alternative | It is not feasible to have security cameras in every part of the 

building. | Da Silva considered that it was feasible that uranium could be produced 

on an industrial scale.viablealternative | solution | option | propositionpossible  

and likely to be successful, and therefore worth doing:Some people argue that nuclear  

energy is the only viable alternative to coal or gas. | We have yet to find a viable  

solution to the problem. | Getting a loan was the only viable option (=the only thing  

that you could do). | Plenty of people want to come to the city, so a new hotel seems 

like a viable proposition (=something that could work). | The company was no 

longer financially viable (=it could not make enough money to be able to  

continue). | The product needs to be commercially viable (=it can make enough 

profit).workablesolution | answer | system | plan | policy | framework | approa

ch | arrangement | agreement | alternativeable to be done or used:The engineers  

believe they have found a workable solution to the problem. | The banks are trying to  

come up with a workable system for preventing credit card fraud. | The plan sounds  

workable to me. | He urged both sides to reach a workable agreement as soon as  

possible. | There appeared to be no other workable  

alternative.realisticchance | prospect | target | goal | option | possibility | expe

ctation | alternativeif something is realistic, it seems sensible to think that it can be 

done or achieved:The team have a realistic chance of winning the game. | A five per  

cent increase in sales seems a realistic target. | It is important to set yourself realistic  

goals. | His parents’ expectations didn’t seem very realistic. | For the foreseeable  
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future there is no realistic alternative to oil for running  

aircraft.achievable also attainable formalgoal | targetable to be achieved:A 5% 

increase in output is an achievable goal. | A 15% cut in carbon emissions is  

achievable. | Perfect democracy is not attainable, nor is perfect freedom or perfect  

justice.doable informalif something is doable, you can do it because you have enough 

energy, skill, time etc:Do you think the walk is doable? | Reducing gasoline 

consumption by 20% in ten years should be doable. Doable is not used before a  

noun. ANTONYMS → impossible 

post /pəʊst $ poʊst/ noun  1. the official system for carrying letters, packages 

etc from one place to anotherVERBSsend sth by post They sent me the contract by 
post.put sth in the post (=put it in a box to be collected) I put it in the post on Friday, 
so it should have arrived today.get sth in the post (=receive it) Did 

you get anything in the post today?sth comes/arrives in the post This letter came in 
the post this morning.ADJECTIVESfirst-class post BrE (=quicker and more 
expensive) The package arrived by first-class post the next day.second-class 

post BrE (=slower and cheaper) Items sent by second-class post can take up to five 
days to arrive.parcel post (=the slowest and cheapest system of sending packages in 
the US) They sent them parcel post from Pensacola, which is why they were 

late.PREPOSITIONSby post You can vote by post if you register. | The winners will be 
notified by post.in the post The tickets are in the post, and you should receive them 

shortly.through the post I got a leaflet about it through the post.PHRASESsth gets 
lost in the post I’m afraid the cheque must have got lost in the post.by return of 

post BrE (=almost immediately) I received a reply by return of post. Post is used in  

British English. In American English, people usually say mail instead. 2. the time 

when letters are collected or deliveredADJECTIVESfirst/second/last post (=the first, 

second, or last collection or delivery of letters each day) The last post is at 
5.30.VERBScatch the post (=post your letter in time for it to be collected) He wrote 
the letter hurriedly because he wanted to catch the post.miss the post (=not post 

your letter in time for it to be collected) If I miss the post, the card won’t arrive on her 
birthday.the post goes (=it is collected) The first post goes at 7.30 a.m.the post 
comes (=it arrives) The post usually comes before 10 o’clock.3. a job, especially in a 

large organizationADJECTIVES/NOUNS + posta senior/junior post Senior posts in 
industry attract very high salaries. | He was offered a junior post in a bank.a 
permanent/temporary post I have a two-year contract, not a permanent post.a full-

time/part-time post A part-time post as a university lecturer did not pay enough to 
feed his family.a teaching post My first teaching post was in London. | the creation of 
4,000 new teaching postsan academic post (=a teaching job at a university or 

college) He left his job to take up an academic post in the US.an administrative 
post For the next twelve years, he held various administrative posts in Bombay.a 
government post I decided to apply for a local government post.VERBShold a 

post (=have a particular job) He held the post of foreign minister in the last 
government.apply for a post I am writing to apply for the post of Project 
Manager. | I applied for several posts and attended a few interviews.take up a 
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post (=start a new job) She will take up her new post next month.leave a post The 

previous sales director left his post in June.resign (from) your post also quit your 
post informal (=leave it) Mr Sargent decided to resign his post as chairman. | He was 

forced to quit his post as general manager at the trust.be dismissed from a 
post also be relieved of your post formal (=be told to leave) As a result of the 
scandal, he was dismissed from his post.get a post He managed to get a 

teaching post at a good school.offer sb a post She was offered the post of ambassador 
to India.appoint sb to a post (=give someone a job officially) Mrs Collingwood has 
been appointed to the post of head teacher.fill a post (=find someone to do a job) We 

were unable to find a suitable person to fill the post. | I applied but was told 
the post had already been filled.occupy a post (=have it) He occupied the post for 
over three years.PREPOSITIONSsb’s post as sth After the election, he left his post 

as leader of the Social Democrat Party.the post of sth The company has appointed Bill 
Anderton to the post of Chief Press Officer. 

poster /ˈpəʊstə $ ˈpoʊstər/ noun  a large printed notice, picture, or photograph, 

used to advertise something or as a decorationADJECTIVES/NOUNS + postera 

film/movie poster He collects old movie posters.an election poster There 
were election posters everywhere.an advertising poster You often see her face 

on advertising posters.a full-colour poster The magazine comes with a free full-colour 
poster of the band.a wanted poster (=a poster of a criminal who the police want to 
catch) Wanted posters were offering a reward for information about the bank 

robber.VERBS + posterhave a poster on your wall He has a poster of James Dean on 
his bedroom wall.put up/take down a poster Students are allowed to put up 
posters in their rooms.design a poster She designed the poster for the school 

concert.produce a poster The Ministry of Food produced a series of posters showing 
the benefits of healthy eating.display a poster Cinemas display posters to advertise 
the latest films.be covered with posters The wall was covered with posters of pop 

stars.poster + VERBSa poster shows sth The poster shows Hendrix playing his guitar.a 
poster advertises sth There was a big poster advertising his latest film outside the 
cinema.a poster appears/goes up Posters for the concert started appearing all over 

town.poster + NOUNSa poster campaign The government used a poster campaign to 
discourage people from drinking and driving.PREPOSITIONSa poster of sth/sb There is 
a poster of the Swiss Alps in our local travel agency.a poster for sth There are lots 

of posters for the exhibition.on a poster He saw her face on a movie poster. 

postpone /pəʊsˈpəʊn $ poʊsˈpoʊn/ verb [T]  to change the date or time of a 

planned event or action to a later oneADVERBSpostpone sth indefinitely (=no one 

knows when it will happen) His trial has been postponed 
indefinitely.PREPOSITIONSpostpone sth until next week/next month etc The match 
had to be postponed until next week.postpone sth from sth to sth Elections were 

postponed from November to May.THESAURUS: postponeput sth offto decide 

to do something later than you planned to do it or later than you should do it,  

especially because there is a problem or because you do not want to do it now:I really  

should go to the dentist, but I keep putting it off. | The concert’s been put off till next  

week. | The committee decided to put off making any decision until the new 

year. Postpone or put off?Postpone is more formal than put off, and is used when  
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the date of an event has been officially changed.Put off is very common in everyday  

spoken English, and is used about deciding to do something later that you were  

planning to do. delayto not do something until something else has happened or until  

a more suitable time:He decided to delay his departure until after he’d seen the 

director. | Police delayed making any announcement until the girl’s relatives had been 

contacted.procrastinate formalto delay doing something that you ought to do, usually  

because you do not want to do it – used especially to show disapproval:Kerry  

procrastinated for as long as possible before firing anyone. | He had 

been procrastinating over starting the work.be pushed/moved/put backif an event  

is pushed back, someone arranges for it to be held at a later time or date than  

originally planned:Their meeting has been put back to next Thursday. | The museum’s  

opening date was pushed back so that safety checks could be carried out. | The game 

on 1 April has been moved back to 5 April.shelveto decide not to continue with a plan,  

project etc now, although it may be considered again at some time in the future:Plans  

for a new stadium have been shelved for now. | The city shelved the project due to  

lack of funding.put sth on ice/put sth on the back burnerto decide not to continue 

with a plan, project etc until a later time. These expressions are rather informal and 

are often used in business English:The project has had to be put on ice due to lack of  

funding. | Blears called for the discussions to be put on ice until after the 

elections. | The plan seems to have been put on the back burner.THESAURUS: 

postpone→ cancel  

pot /pɒt $ pɑːt/ noun  1. a container used for cookingADJECTIVESa cooking 

pot There was a cooking pot on the stove.VERBSa pot boils When the pot is boiling, 
put in the potatoes.stir a pot Keep stirring the pot gently.add sth to a 

pot Add salt to the pot and bring the water to a boil.cover a pot Cover the pot and 
continue cooking on a low heat.PREPOSITIONSa pot of sth She made a pot of onion 
soup.in a pot Place the pasta in a large pot of boiling water.PHRASESpots and 

pans The sink was full of pots and pans.2. a container for a plantNOUNS + pota flower 
pot The children planted seeds in the flower pots.a plant pot Fill the plant pot up with 
soil.pot + NOUNSa pot plant (=a plant that you grow in a pot) Don’t forget to water 

the pot plants.VERBSgrow sth in a pot The children tried growing a tomato 
plant in a pot.PREPOSITIONSa pot of sth There was a pot of flowers on the table.in a 
pot I’m growing some flowers in pots on the balcony.3. a round container for food, 

paint etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS + pota paint pot Make sure you put the lid back on 
the paint pot.a coffee pot/a teapot (=for serving coffee or tea) There’s some more 
coffee in the coffee pot.a pepper pot Could you pass me the pepper pot, please?a 

plastic pot The cream is sold in plastic pots.PREPOSITIONSa pot of sth a pot of 
glue4. a dish, bowl, plate, or other container that is made by shaping clay and then 
baking itVERBSmake a pot We’re learning to make pots in our pottery class.throw a 

pot (=make a pot by shaping clay as it turns round on a special wheel) It takes a lot of 
practice to throw a good pot.fire a pot (=heat a pot in a special oven called a 
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kiln) After you have fired a pot, leave it to cool.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + pota 

clay/ceramic pot She makes ceramic pots and sells them to tourists. | They found 
pieces of old clay pots dating back to Roman times.a terracotta pot (=made from a 

type of reddish-brown clay, without anything painted on it) The terracotta pot was filled 
with flowers.an earthenware pot (=made from a type of reddish-brown clay) People 
have been making earthenware pots for thousands of years. 

potato /pəˈteɪtəʊ $ -toʊ/ noun  a round white vegetable with a brown, red, or 

pale yellow skin, that grows under the groundVERBSgrow potatoes Chris grew 
potatoes in his garden.peel potatoes (=cut off the skin) Marie stood at the 
sink, peeling potatoes.slice potatoes (=cut them into long thin pieces) Peel 

and slice the potatoes.chop/dice potatoes (=cut them into small square 
pieces) Chop the potatoes into bite-sized pieces and fry them in oil.eat a potato If 
you eat a baked potato without butter, it’s less fattening.cook a 

potato Cook the potatoes in lightly salted water until tender.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ potatoboiled potatoes Serve the fish with plain boiled potatoes.mashed 
potatoes (=boiled and crushed until smooth) I like sausages with mashed 

potatoes.roast potatoes (=cooked in an oven with fat) roast beef with roast potatoesa 
baked/jacket potato (=cooked in its skin) We cooked baked potatoes in the embers 

of the fire.fried potatoes (=cooked in hot oil) I put a forkful of fried potatoes in my 
mouth.a seed potato (=one that grows into a potato plant) Always buy good 
quality seed potatoes.potato + NOUNSpotato salad (=cold cooked potato covered with 

mayonnaise or oil) His wife makes great potato salad.potato crisps BrE potato 
chips AmE (=thin fried potato slices eaten cold as a snack) They shared a bag 
of potato chips.potato skins The potato is mashed with butter and cream, then put 

back into the potato skins and baked again for ten minutes.the potato crop When 
the potato crop failed, people starved.the potato harvest Migrant workers moved on 
to Scotland for the potato harvest.a potato patch (=a small area of ground for 

growing potatoes) I raked the potato patch in preparation for sowing. 

potential1 AC /pəˈtenʃəl/ adjective [only before noun]  likely to develop into a 

particular type of person or thing in the futureNOUNSa potential 
customer/buyer/client Advertisers want to reach as many potential customers as 

possible.a potential user We asked potential users what they expected from this type 
of product.a potential candidate We have put together a list of 10 potential 

candidates.a potential source of sth A dirty kitchen is a potential source 
of infection.a potential benefit The drug has many potential benefits.a potential 
problem There is a potential problem with the new equipment.a potential 

danger/threat/risk/hazard Tired drivers are a potential danger to other road 
users. | My doctor explained the potential hazards of the surgical procedure.potential 
conflict Money is always an area of potential conflict in a relationship.potential 

disaster This is a potential disaster for the local economy. 

positive AC /ˈpɒzətɪv, ˈpɒzɪtɪv $ ˈpɑː-/ adjective  1. expecting or considering 

things to be good or hopefulNOUNSa positive attitude/outlook Having a positive 
attitude makes life so much better.a positive approach This is just the positive 

approach that the school needs.a positive view He takes a fairly positive view of the 
future.positive thinking also positive thoughts Many people believe that positive 
thinking can help your recovery from serious illnesses. | Encourage your children to 

think positive thoughts.a positive response The suggestion got a very positive 
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response from my colleagues.positive feedback She received some pretty positive 

feedback from the teacher.VERBSfeel positive Are you feeling positive about your 
chances of a medal?seem/sound positive The minister didn’t sound positive about 

the economy.stay positive He’s very sick, but we are trying to stay 
positive.PREPOSITIONSpositive about sth I always try to be positive about students’ 
work.PHRASESthink positive (=think positive thoughts) Cheer up and think 
positive.ANTONYMS → negative (1)2. good or usefulNOUNSa positive 

effect/impact/influence Exercise has a positive effect on health. | His mother was a 
strong positive influence in his life.a positive aspect There are a lot of positive 

aspects to retirement.a positive thing Did he mention any positive things about the 
experience?a positive image It’s important to promote a positive image of our 
industry to young people.a positive result/outcome We hope there will be a positive 

outcome to the talks.a positive contribution Most refugees are determined to make 
a positive contribution to their new country.a positive experience Working here has 
been a very positive experience for me.a positive role model (=someone whose 

behaviour is good to copy) We should provide boys with more positive role models.a 
positive step He welcomed the talks as a positive step towards peace.PHRASESon the 
positive side (=used when saying what is good about something) On the positive side, 

the club’s financial position remains strong.see/present sth in a positive light (=see 
or show something in a way that makes it seem good) The company tried to present 

the decision in a positive light.THESAURUS: 

positive→ good (1)ANTONYMS → negative (2)3. completely 

sureADVERBScompletely/absolutely/quite positive Are you absolutely positive that 
you locked the door?fairly/almost positive I’m almost positive that he is 
lying.VERBSfeel positive He felt positive that this was the man he had seen.seem 

positive She seems positive she’ll get the job.PREPOSITIONSpositive about sth It 
was after ten when the phone rang – I’m positive about that.positive of sth You need 
to be positive of your facts before you publish the article. 

possession /pəˈzeʃən/ noun  1. something that you have or you 

ownADJECTIVESpersonal possessions The prisoners were allowed to keep a 
few personal possessions with them.sb’s worldly possessions literary (=everything 

they own) The bag contained all his worldly possessions.material 
possessions (=things you own, rather than personal qualities, relationships etc) Love 
and family are far more important to me than material possessions.a precious 

possession (=one that is valuable or important to you) She only had time to pack a 
few precious possessions before she had to leave.a prized/treasured/cherished 
possession (=one that is very important to you) One of my most treasured 

possessions is a small book of prayers.2. formal if something is in your possession, you 
have it or you own itPHRASESbe in sb’s possession The painting has been in the 
family’s possession since then.be in possession of sth (=have it) Make sure you are 

in possession of the facts before you make an official statement.have sth in your 
possession (=have it) My father had in his possession a letter written by Winston 
Churchill.come into sb’s possession (=someone starts having it) How did this 

document come into your possession?take/get possession of sth (=start having or 
using it) At 21, he was entitled to take possession of the property.keep possession of 
sth also retain possession of sth formal He decided to keep possession of the diary 

for now.lose possession As soon as we lost possession of the ball, the other team 
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scored.ADJECTIVESillegal/unlawful possession of sth The police have charged him 

with unlawful possession of a weapon.sole/exclusive possession of sth (=for you 
alone, not shared with anyone else) You will have exclusive possession of the whole 

house during your stay. 

possibility /ˌpɒsəˈbɪləti, ˌpɒsɪˈbɪləti $ ˌpɑː-/ noun  1. a situation in which 

something might happen or might be trueADJECTIVESa strong/good 
possibility (=something that is very likely) There is a strong possibility that the 

treatment will fail.a real/distinct possibility (=something that is quite likely) At this 
moment, job losses are a real possibility.a remote/faint possibility (=something that 
is not very likely) There’s no point worrying about such a remote possibility.VERBSa 

possibility exists The possibility exists that he misunderstood my instructions.sth 
remains a possibility (=it could still happen) War remains a 
possibility.consider/explore/examine a possibility Police are considering the 

possibility that the death may be drugs-related.entertain/contemplate a 
possibility (=consider that it might exist) He refused to entertain the possibility that 
his daughter had lied.raise a possibility (=say or show that something may happen or 

may be true) The government has raised the possibility of an early election next 
year.rule out/exclude a possibility (=say that something will definitely not happen 

or is definitely not true) We can’t rule out the possibility that the factory will 
close.avoid a possibility The government wants to avoid the possibility of a 
scandal.face a possibility People in the region are again facing the possibility that 

their crops will fail.allow for a possibility We have to allow for the possibility that this 
method will not work.PREPOSITIONSthe possibility of sth Motor racing is a dangerous 
sport and there is always the possibility of accidents.PHRASESthere is a possibility 

that There is a possibility that you could have lost all your work.not be beyond the 
bounds of possibility (=be possible) It is not beyond the bounds of possibility that 
she thinks you are rather boring.be within the realm(s) of 

possibility humorous (=be possible) You have to realize that it is within the realm of 
possibility that you are wrong.2. an opportunity to do something, or something that can 
be done or triedADJECTIVESnew possibilities The technology could provide all kinds 

of new possibilities.exciting possibilities The city offers many exciting possibilities for 
young people.tremendous possibilities (=very good or important opportunities) This 
discovery opens up tremendous possibilities for cancer treatment.VERBSconsider a 

possibility (=think about whether you should take an opportunity) We even began 
to consider the possibility of moving there permanently.explore a possibility (=think 
carefully and find out about an opportunity) You may want to explore the possibility of 

setting up your own business.offer a possibility (=make an opportunity 
available) Technology offers exciting possibilities to designers.open up a 
possibility (=make a new opportunity available) His recent performance opens up the 

possibility for him to compete in the Olympic Games.exhaust the possibilities (=try 
everything possible) I was determined not to give up until I had exhausted all the 
possibilities. 

possible /ˈpɒsəbəl, ˈpɒsɪbəl $ ˈpɑː-/ adjective  if something is possible, it can be 

done or achievedPHRASESit is possible to do sth From the hilltop it was possible 
to see the sea.make it possible to do sth Medical advances have made it possible 

to keep more patients alive.if possible also if at all possible If possible, take light 
exercise first thing in the morning.where/wherever/whenever possible Where 
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possible, grill your meat rather than fry it.do everything possible We must do 

everything possible to limit the damage we cause to the environment.in every way 
possible We offered to help him in every way possible.as soon as possible Please 

make a payment as soon as possible.as far as possible (=to the extent that is 
possible) Remember that you should, as far as possible, avoid drinking the local 
water.VERBSthink/consider/believe sth possible The new technology produces 

results that we didn’t believe possible.prove possible It proved possible to open the 
door without using the key.remain possible Doctors are saying it remains 
possible that the patient’s condition will worsen.ADVERBSperfectly/quite 

possible (=definitely possible) Combining a family with a career is perfectly 
possible.theoretically possible (=possible in theory, but difficult and unlikely) It 
is theoretically possible for a student to get full marks.technically possible (=possible 

with the technology available) It may be technically possible to make these vehicles go 
faster, but is it wise?humanly possible (=able to be done if someone tries hard 
enough) It is not humanly possible to work for more than fifteen hours a 

day.reasonably possible We need to keep the cost as low as is reasonably 

possible.THESAURUS: 

possiblefeasiblesolution | plan | idea | option | alternativeif something is  

feasible, it is possible and you can find a practical way of doing it:Using specially  

trained staff, though expensive, is often the only feasible solution. | We need to find  

out first if the idea is technically feasible. | There was no other feasible  

alternative | It is not feasible to have security cameras in every part of the 

building. | Da Silva considered that it was feasible that uranium could be produced 

on an industrial scale.viablealternative | solution | option | propositionpossible  

and likely to be successful, and therefore worth doing:Some people argue that nuclear  

energy is the only viable alternative to coal or gas. | We have yet to find a viable  

solution to the problem. | Getting a loan was the only viable option (=the only thing  

that you could do). | Plenty of people want to come to the city, so a new hotel seems 

like a viable proposition (=something that could work). | The company was no 

longer financially viable (=it could not make enough money to be able to  

continue). | The product needs to be commercially viable (=it can make enough 

profit).workablesolution | answer | system | plan | policy | framework | approa

ch | arrangement | agreement | alternativeable to be done or used:The engineers  

believe they have found a workable solution to the problem. | The banks are trying to  

come up with a workable system for preventing credit card fraud. | The plan sounds  

workable to me. | He urged both sides to reach a workable agreement as soon as  

possible. | There appeared to be no other workable  

alternative.realisticchance | prospect | target | goal | option | possibility | expe

ctation | alternativeif something is realistic, it seems sensible to think that it can be 

done or achieved:The team have a realistic chance of winning the game. | A five per  

cent increase in sales seems a realistic target. | It is important to set yourself realistic  

goals. | His parents’ expectations didn’t seem very realistic. | For the foreseeable  



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1644] 

future there is no realistic alternative to oil for running  

aircraft.achievable also attainable formalgoal | targetable to be achieved:A 5% 

increase in output is an achievable goal. | A 15% cut in carbon emissions is  

achievable. | Perfect democracy is not attainable, nor is perfect freedom or perfect  

justice.doable informalif something is doable, you can do it because you have enough 

energy, skill, time etc:Do you think the walk is doable? | Reducing gasoline 

consumption by 20% in ten years should be doable. Doable is not used before a  

noun. ANTONYMS → impossible 

positive AC /ˈpɒzətɪv, ˈpɒzɪtɪv $ ˈpɑː-/ adjective  1. expecting or considering 

things to be good or hopefulNOUNSa positive attitude/outlook Having a positive 
attitude makes life so much better.a positive approach This is just the positive 
approach that the school needs.a positive view He takes a fairly positive view of the 

future.positive thinking also positive thoughts Many people believe that positive 
thinking can help your recovery from serious illnesses. | Encourage your children to 
think positive thoughts.a positive response The suggestion got a very positive 

response from my colleagues.positive feedback She received some pretty positive 
feedback from the teacher.VERBSfeel positive Are you feeling positive about your 
chances of a medal?seem/sound positive The minister didn’t sound positive about 

the economy.stay positive He’s very sick, but we are trying to stay 
positive.PREPOSITIONSpositive about sth I always try to be positive about students’ 

work.PHRASESthink positive (=think positive thoughts) Cheer up and think 
positive.ANTONYMS → negative (1)2. good or usefulNOUNSa positive 

effect/impact/influence Exercise has a positive effect on health. | His mother was a 

strong positive influence in his life.a positive aspect There are a lot of positive 
aspects to retirement.a positive thing Did he mention any positive things about the 
experience?a positive image It’s important to promote a positive image of our 

industry to young people.a positive result/outcome We hope there will be a positive 
outcome to the talks.a positive contribution Most refugees are determined to make 
a positive contribution to their new country.a positive experience Working here has 

been a very positive experience for me.a positive role model (=someone whose 
behaviour is good to copy) We should provide boys with more positive role models.a 
positive step He welcomed the talks as a positive step towards peace.PHRASESon the 

positive side (=used when saying what is good about something) On the positive side, 
the club’s financial position remains strong.see/present sth in a positive light (=see 
or show something in a way that makes it seem good) The company tried to present 

the decision in a positive light.THESAURUS: 

positive→ good (1)ANTONYMS → negative (2)3. completely 

sureADVERBScompletely/absolutely/quite positive Are you absolutely positive that 
you locked the door?fairly/almost positive I’m almost positive that he is 

lying.VERBSfeel positive He felt positive that this was the man he had seen.seem 
positive She seems positive she’ll get the job.PREPOSITIONSpositive about sth It 
was after ten when the phone rang – I’m positive about that.positive of sth You need 

to be positive of your facts before you publish the article. 
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possession /pəˈzeʃən/ noun  1. something that you have or you 

ownADJECTIVESpersonal possessions The prisoners were allowed to keep a 
few personal possessions with them.sb’s worldly possessions literary (=everything 
they own) The bag contained all his worldly possessions.material 

possessions (=things you own, rather than personal qualities, relationships etc) Love 
and family are far more important to me than material possessions.a precious 
possession (=one that is valuable or important to you) She only had time to pack a 

few precious possessions before she had to leave.a prized/treasured/cherished 
possession (=one that is very important to you) One of my most treasured 
possessions is a small book of prayers.2. formal if something is in your possession, you 

have it or you own itPHRASESbe in sb’s possession The painting has been in the 
family’s possession since then.be in possession of sth (=have it) Make sure you are 
in possession of the facts before you make an official statement.have sth in your 

possession (=have it) My father had in his possession a letter written by Winston 
Churchill.come into sb’s possession (=someone starts having it) How did this 
document come into your possession?take/get possession of sth (=start having or 

using it) At 21, he was entitled to take possession of the property.keep possession of 
sth also retain possession of sth formal He decided to keep possession of the diary 

for now.lose possession As soon as we lost possession of the ball, the other team 
scored.ADJECTIVESillegal/unlawful possession of sth The police have charged him 
with unlawful possession of a weapon.sole/exclusive possession of sth (=for you 

alone, not shared with anyone else) You will have exclusive possession of the whole 
house during your stay. 

possibility /ˌpɒsəˈbɪləti, ˌpɒsɪˈbɪləti $ ˌpɑː-/ noun  1. a situation in which 

something might happen or might be trueADJECTIVESa strong/good 

possibility (=something that is very likely) There is a strong possibility that the 
treatment will fail.a real/distinct possibility (=something that is quite likely) At this 
moment, job losses are a real possibility.a remote/faint possibility (=something that 

is not very likely) There’s no point worrying about such a remote possibility.VERBSa 
possibility exists The possibility exists that he misunderstood my instructions.sth 
remains a possibility (=it could still happen) War remains a 

possibility.consider/explore/examine a possibility Police are considering the 
possibility that the death may be drugs-related.entertain/contemplate a 

possibility (=consider that it might exist) He refused to entertain the possibility that 
his daughter had lied.raise a possibility (=say or show that something may happen or 
may be true) The government has raised the possibility of an early election next 

year.rule out/exclude a possibility (=say that something will definitely not happen 
or is definitely not true) We can’t rule out the possibility that the factory will 
close.avoid a possibility The government wants to avoid the possibility of a 

scandal.face a possibility People in the region are again facing the possibility that 
their crops will fail.allow for a possibility We have to allow for the possibility that this 
method will not work.PREPOSITIONSthe possibility of sth Motor racing is a dangerous 

sport and there is always the possibility of accidents.PHRASESthere is a possibility 
that There is a possibility that you could have lost all your work.not be beyond the 
bounds of possibility (=be possible) It is not beyond the bounds of possibility that 

she thinks you are rather boring.be within the realm(s) of 
possibility humorous (=be possible) You have to realize that it is within the realm of 
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possibility that you are wrong.2. an opportunity to do something, or something that can 

be done or triedADJECTIVESnew possibilities The technology could provide all kinds 
of new possibilities.exciting possibilities The city offers many exciting possibilities for 

young people.tremendous possibilities (=very good or important opportunities) This 
discovery opens up tremendous possibilities for cancer treatment.VERBSconsider a 
possibility (=think about whether you should take an opportunity) We even began 

to consider the possibility of moving there permanently.explore a possibility (=think 
carefully and find out about an opportunity) You may want to explore the possibility of 
setting up your own business.offer a possibility (=make an opportunity 

available) Technology offers exciting possibilities to designers.open up a 
possibility (=make a new opportunity available) His recent performance opens up the 
possibility for him to compete in the Olympic Games.exhaust the possibilities (=try 

everything possible) I was determined not to give up until I had exhausted all the 
possibilities. 

possible /ˈpɒsəbəl, ˈpɒsɪbəl $ ˈpɑː-/ adjective  if something is possible, it can be 

done or achievedPHRASESit is possible to do sth From the hilltop it was possible 

to see the sea.make it possible to do sth Medical advances have made it possible 
to keep more patients alive.if possible also if at all possible If possible, take light 

exercise first thing in the morning.where/wherever/whenever possible Where 
possible, grill your meat rather than fry it.do everything possible We must do 
everything possible to limit the damage we cause to the environment.in every way 

possible We offered to help him in every way possible.as soon as possible Please 
make a payment as soon as possible.as far as possible (=to the extent that is 
possible) Remember that you should, as far as possible, avoid drinking the local 

water.VERBSthink/consider/believe sth possible The new technology produces 
results that we didn’t believe possible.prove possible It proved possible to open the 
door without using the key.remain possible Doctors are saying it remains 

possible that the patient’s condition will worsen.ADVERBSperfectly/quite 
possible (=definitely possible) Combining a family with a career is perfectly 
possible.theoretically possible (=possible in theory, but difficult and unlikely) It 

is theoretically possible for a student to get full marks.technically possible (=possible 
with the technology available) It may be technically possible to make these vehicles go 
faster, but is it wise?humanly possible (=able to be done if someone tries hard 

enough) It is not humanly possible to work for more than fifteen hours a 
day.reasonably possible We need to keep the cost as low as is reasonably 

possible.THESAURUS: 

possiblefeasiblesolution | plan | idea | option | alternativeif something is  

feasible, it is possible and you can find a practical way of doing it:Using specially  

trained staff, though expensive, is often the only feasible solution. | We need to find  

out first if the idea is technically feasible. | There was no other feasible  

alternative | It is not feasible to have security cameras in every part of the 

building. | Da Silva considered that it was feasible that uranium could be produced 

on an industrial scale.viablealternative | solution | option | propositionpossible  

and likely to be successful, and therefore worth doing:Some people argue that nuclear  

energy is the only viable alternative to coal or gas. | We have yet to find a viable  
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solution to the problem. | Getting a loan was the only viable option (=the only thing  

that you could do). | Plenty of people want to come to the city, so a new hotel seems 

like a viable proposition (=something that could work). | The company was no 

longer financially viable (=it could not make enough money to be able to  

continue). | The product needs to be commercially viable (=it can make enough 

profit).workablesolution | answer | system | plan | policy | framework | approa

ch | arrangement | agreement | alternativeable to be done or used:The engineers  

believe they have found a workable solution to the problem. | The banks are trying to  

come up with a workable system for preventing credit card fraud. | The plan sounds  

workable to me. | He urged both sides to reach a workable agreement as soon as  

possible. | There appeared to be no other workable  

alternative.realisticchance | prospect | target | goal | option | possibility | expe

ctation | alternativeif something is realistic, it seems sensible to think that it can be 

done or achieved:The team have a realistic chance of winning the game. | A five per  

cent increase in sales seems a realistic target. | It is important to set yourself realistic  

goals. | His parents’ expectations didn’t seem very realistic. | For the foreseeable  

future there is no realistic alternative to oil for running  

aircraft.achievable also attainable formalgoal | targetable to be achieved:A 5% 

increase in output is an achievable goal. | A 15% cut in carbon emissions is  

achievable. | Perfect democracy is not attainable, nor is perfect freedom or perfect  

justice.doable informalif something is doable, you can do it because you have enough 

energy, skill, time etc:Do you think the walk is doable? | Reducing gasoline 

consumption by 20% in ten years should be doable. Doable is not used before a  

noun. ANTONYMS → impossible 

post /pəʊst $ poʊst/ noun  1. the official system for carrying letters, packages 

etc from one place to anotherVERBSsend sth by post They sent me the contract by 

post.put sth in the post (=put it in a box to be collected) I put it in the post on Friday, 
so it should have arrived today.get sth in the post (=receive it) Did 
you get anything in the post today?sth comes/arrives in the post This letter came in 

the post this morning.ADJECTIVESfirst-class post BrE (=quicker and more 
expensive) The package arrived by first-class post the next day.second-class 
post BrE (=slower and cheaper) Items sent by second-class post can take up to five 

days to arrive.parcel post (=the slowest and cheapest system of sending packages in 
the US) They sent them parcel post from Pensacola, which is why they were 
late.PREPOSITIONSby post You can vote by post if you register. | The winners will be 

notified by post.in the post The tickets are in the post, and you should receive them 
shortly.through the post I got a leaflet about it through the post.PHRASESsth gets 
lost in the post I’m afraid the cheque must have got lost in the post.by return of 

post BrE (=almost immediately) I received a reply by return of post. Post is used in  

British English. In American English, people usually say mail instead. 2. the time 
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when letters are collected or deliveredADJECTIVESfirst/second/last post (=the first, 

second, or last collection or delivery of letters each day) The last post is at 
5.30.VERBScatch the post (=post your letter in time for it to be collected) He wrote 

the letter hurriedly because he wanted to catch the post.miss the post (=not post 
your letter in time for it to be collected) If I miss the post, the card won’t arrive on her 
birthday.the post goes (=it is collected) The first post goes at 7.30 a.m.the post 

comes (=it arrives) The post usually comes before 10 o’clock.3. a job, especially in a 
large organizationADJECTIVES/NOUNS + posta senior/junior post Senior posts in 
industry attract very high salaries. | He was offered a junior post in a bank.a 

permanent/temporary post I have a two-year contract, not a permanent post.a full-
time/part-time post A part-time post as a university lecturer did not pay enough to 
feed his family.a teaching post My first teaching post was in London. | the creation of 

4,000 new teaching postsan academic post (=a teaching job at a university or 
college) He left his job to take up an academic post in the US.an administrative 
post For the next twelve years, he held various administrative posts in Bombay.a 

government post I decided to apply for a local government post.VERBShold a 
post (=have a particular job) He held the post of foreign minister in the last 
government.apply for a post I am writing to apply for the post of Project 

Manager. | I applied for several posts and attended a few interviews.take up a 
post (=start a new job) She will take up her new post next month.leave a post The 
previous sales director left his post in June.resign (from) your post also quit your 

post informal (=leave it) Mr Sargent decided to resign his post as chairman. | He was 
forced to quit his post as general manager at the trust.be dismissed from a 
post also be relieved of your post formal (=be told to leave) As a result of the 

scandal, he was dismissed from his post.get a post He managed to get a 
teaching post at a good school.offer sb a post She was offered the post of ambassador 
to India.appoint sb to a post (=give someone a job officially) Mrs Collingwood has 

been appointed to the post of head teacher.fill a post (=find someone to do a job) We 
were unable to find a suitable person to fill the post. | I applied but was told 
the post had already been filled.occupy a post (=have it) He occupied the post for 

over three years.PREPOSITIONSsb’s post as sth After the election, he left his post 
as leader of the Social Democrat Party.the post of sth The company has appointed Bill 
Anderton to the post of Chief Press Officer. 

poster /ˈpəʊstə $ ˈpoʊstər/ noun  a large printed notice, picture, or photograph, 

used to advertise something or as a decorationADJECTIVES/NOUNS + postera 
film/movie poster He collects old movie posters.an election poster There 

were election posters everywhere.an advertising poster You often see her face 
on advertising posters.a full-colour poster The magazine comes with a free full-colour 
poster of the band.a wanted poster (=a poster of a criminal who the police want to 

catch) Wanted posters were offering a reward for information about the bank 
robber.VERBS + posterhave a poster on your wall He has a poster of James Dean on 
his bedroom wall.put up/take down a poster Students are allowed to put up 

posters in their rooms.design a poster She designed the poster for the school 
concert.produce a poster The Ministry of Food produced a series of posters showing 
the benefits of healthy eating.display a poster Cinemas display posters to advertise 

the latest films.be covered with posters The wall was covered with posters of pop 
stars.poster + VERBSa poster shows sth The poster shows Hendrix playing his guitar.a 
poster advertises sth There was a big poster advertising his latest film outside the 
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cinema.a poster appears/goes up Posters for the concert started appearing all over 

town.poster + NOUNSa poster campaign The government used a poster campaign to 
discourage people from drinking and driving.PREPOSITIONSa poster of sth/sb There is 

a poster of the Swiss Alps in our local travel agency.a poster for sth There are lots 
of posters for the exhibition.on a poster He saw her face on a movie poster. 

postpone /pəʊsˈpəʊn $ poʊsˈpoʊn/ verb [T]  to change the date or time of a 

planned event or action to a later oneADVERBSpostpone sth indefinitely (=no one 

knows when it will happen) His trial has been postponed 
indefinitely.PREPOSITIONSpostpone sth until next week/next month etc The match 
had to be postponed until next week.postpone sth from sth to sth Elections were 

postponed from November to May.THESAURUS: postponeput sth offto decide 

to do something later than you planned to do it or later than you should do it,  

especially because there is a problem or because you do not want to do it now:I really  

should go to the dentist, but I keep putting it off. | The concert’s been put off till next  

week. | The committee decided to put off making any decision until the new 

year. Postpone or put off?Postpone is more formal than put off, and is used when  

the date of an event has been officially changed.Put off is very common in everyday  

spoken English, and is used about deciding to do something later that you were  

planning to do. delayto not do something until something else has happened or until  

a more suitable time:He decided to delay his departure until after he’d seen the 

director. | Police delayed making any announcement until the girl’s relatives had been 

contacted.procrastinate formalto delay doing something that you ought to do, usually  

because you do not want to do it – used especially to show disapproval:Kerry  

procrastinated for as long as possible before firing anyone. | He had 

been procrastinating over starting the work.be pushed/moved/put backif an event  

is pushed back, someone arranges for it to be held at a later time or date than  

originally planned:Their meeting has been put back to next Thursday. | The museum’s  

opening date was pushed back so that safety checks could be carried out. | The game 

on 1 April has been moved back to 5 April.shelveto decide not to continue with a plan,  

project etc now, although it may be considered again at some time in the future:Plans  

for a new stadium have been shelved for now. | The city shelved the project due to  

lack of funding.put sth on ice/put sth on the back burnerto decide not to continue 

with a plan, project etc until a later time. These expressions are rather informal and 

are often used in business English:The project has had to be put on ice due to lack of  

funding. | Blears called for the discussions to be put on ice until after the 

elections. | The plan seems to have been put on the back burner.THESAURUS: 

postpone→ cancel  
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pot /pɒt $ pɑːt/ noun  1. a container used for cookingADJECTIVESa cooking 

pot There was a cooking pot on the stove.VERBSa pot boils When the pot is boiling, 
put in the potatoes.stir a pot Keep stirring the pot gently.add sth to a 
pot Add salt to the pot and bring the water to a boil.cover a pot Cover the pot and 

continue cooking on a low heat.PREPOSITIONSa pot of sth She made a pot of onion 
soup.in a pot Place the pasta in a large pot of boiling water.PHRASESpots and 
pans The sink was full of pots and pans.2. a container for a plantNOUNS + pota flower 

pot The children planted seeds in the flower pots.a plant pot Fill the plant pot up with 
soil.pot + NOUNSa pot plant (=a plant that you grow in a pot) Don’t forget to water 
the pot plants.VERBSgrow sth in a pot The children tried growing a tomato 

plant in a pot.PREPOSITIONSa pot of sth There was a pot of flowers on the table.in a 
pot I’m growing some flowers in pots on the balcony.3. a round container for food, 
paint etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS + pota paint pot Make sure you put the lid back on 

the paint pot.a coffee pot/a teapot (=for serving coffee or tea) There’s some more 
coffee in the coffee pot.a pepper pot Could you pass me the pepper pot, please?a 
plastic pot The cream is sold in plastic pots.PREPOSITIONSa pot of sth a pot of 

glue4. a dish, bowl, plate, or other container that is made by shaping clay and then 
baking itVERBSmake a pot We’re learning to make pots in our pottery class.throw a 

pot (=make a pot by shaping clay as it turns round on a special wheel) It takes a lot of 
practice to throw a good pot.fire a pot (=heat a pot in a special oven called a 
kiln) After you have fired a pot, leave it to cool.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + pota 

clay/ceramic pot She makes ceramic pots and sells them to tourists. | They found 
pieces of old clay pots dating back to Roman times.a terracotta pot (=made from a 
type of reddish-brown clay, without anything painted on it) The terracotta pot was filled 

with flowers.an earthenware pot (=made from a type of reddish-brown clay) People 
have been making earthenware pots for thousands of years. 

potato /pəˈteɪtəʊ $ -toʊ/ noun  a round white vegetable with a brown, red, or 

pale yellow skin, that grows under the groundVERBSgrow potatoes Chris grew 

potatoes in his garden.peel potatoes (=cut off the skin) Marie stood at the 
sink, peeling potatoes.slice potatoes (=cut them into long thin pieces) Peel 
and slice the potatoes.chop/dice potatoes (=cut them into small square 

pieces) Chop the potatoes into bite-sized pieces and fry them in oil.eat a potato If 
you eat a baked potato without butter, it’s less fattening.cook a 

potato Cook the potatoes in lightly salted water until tender.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ potatoboiled potatoes Serve the fish with plain boiled potatoes.mashed 
potatoes (=boiled and crushed until smooth) I like sausages with mashed 

potatoes.roast potatoes (=cooked in an oven with fat) roast beef with roast potatoesa 
baked/jacket potato (=cooked in its skin) We cooked baked potatoes in the embers 
of the fire.fried potatoes (=cooked in hot oil) I put a forkful of fried potatoes in my 

mouth.a seed potato (=one that grows into a potato plant) Always buy good 
quality seed potatoes.potato + NOUNSpotato salad (=cold cooked potato covered with 
mayonnaise or oil) His wife makes great potato salad.potato crisps BrE potato 

chips AmE (=thin fried potato slices eaten cold as a snack) They shared a bag 
of potato chips.potato skins The potato is mashed with butter and cream, then put 
back into the potato skins and baked again for ten minutes.the potato crop When 

the potato crop failed, people starved.the potato harvest Migrant workers moved on 
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to Scotland for the potato harvest.a potato patch (=a small area of ground for 

growing potatoes) I raked the potato patch in preparation for sowing. 

potential1 AC /pəˈtenʃəl/ adjective [only before noun]  likely to develop into a 

particular type of person or thing in the futureNOUNSa potential 

customer/buyer/client Advertisers want to reach as many potential customers as 
possible.a potential user We asked potential users what they expected from this type 
of product.a potential candidate We have put together a list of 10 potential 

candidates.a potential source of sth A dirty kitchen is a potential source 
of infection.a potential benefit The drug has many potential benefits.a potential 
problem There is a potential problem with the new equipment.a potential 

danger/threat/risk/hazard Tired drivers are a potential danger to other road 
users. | My doctor explained the potential hazards of the surgical procedure.potential 
conflict Money is always an area of potential conflict in a relationship.potential 

disaster This is a potential disaster for the local economy. 

potential2 AC /pəˈtenʃəl/ noun  a natural ability or quality that could develop 

into something goodADJECTIVES/NOUNS + potentialgreat/enormous/vast 

potential This is a team with great potential.considerable potential (=large enough 
to be noticed or important) The technology has considerable potential in teaching.sb’s 
full/maximum potential We want every citizen to achieve his or her full 

potential.sb’s true potential (=their full potential) The team has at last begun to show 
its true potential.human potential (=people’s abilities or qualities) Mass 
unemployment is a shameful waste of human potential.commercial/economic 

potential (=the potential to earn money) They were quick to recognize the 
band’s commercial potential.leadership potential She always felt that I  
had leadership potential.VERBShave potential She has the potential to become a 

champion. | When he saw I had some potential, he gave me extra coaching.show 
potential The boy showed great potential as an actor.develop your 
potential (=make your skills or talents stronger) A school aims to enable pupils 

to develop their potential.achieve/realize your potential (=be as good or successful 
as your ability allows) A lot of athletes fail to achieve their full potential.see/recognize 
potential She recognized the product’s commercial potential.exploit potential Until 

now, the island has not exploited its potential as a tourist destination.unlock/unleash 
sb’s potential (=help someone to fully use their abilities) Training is a way 

of unlocking employees’ potential.harness sth’s potential (=control and use 
it) Businesses are competing to harness the full potential of the 
internet.PREPOSITIONSwith potential This is a small 

company with great potential.sth’s potential as sth The study will examine the 
drug’s potential as a cure for cancer.the potential for sth Even as a young man, he 
showed the potential for success. 

pour /pɔː $ pɔːr/ verb  to make a liquid or other substance flow out of or into a 

container by holding it at an anglePREPOSITIONS/ADVERBSpour sth into sth Pour the 
oil into a frying pan and heat.pour out sth/pour sth out He poured out a glass of 
mineral water.pour sth away The wine was so bad I just poured it away.pour sth 

down the sink/the drain etc You shouldn't pour oil down the drain - you should take 
it to the recycling centre.pour sth for sb She poured coffee for 
everyone.PHRASESpour yourself sth Why don’t 

you pour yourself another drink?THESAURUS: pourspillto accidentally make a  
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liquid or other substance come out of a container:Someone had spilled coffee all  

over the carpet. | The tanker was leaking, and spilled oil into the sea.splashto pour a  

liquid quickly onto or into something:She splashed some perfume onto her  

wrists. | Tony hurriedly splashed some cream into his coffee. | Someone 

had splashed petrol over the floor and set light to it.tipto pour something out of a  

container by turning it upside down:He tipped the cup of milk into the pan. | She 

weighed out the flour and tipped it into the bowl.drizzleto pour a liquid onto food in  

small drops or in a small stream – often used in cooking instructions:Drizzle a little  

olive oil onto the bread. | Drizzle the lemon juice over the cake.decantto pour liquid  

from one container into another container:Rachel decanted the shampoo into small  

bottles for travelling. | He often decanted cheap whisky into bottles of more expensive 

brands.  

poverty /ˈpɒvəti $ ˈpɑːvərti/ noun  the situation or experience of being 

poorADJECTIVES/NOUNS + povertygreat/extreme poverty They live in conditions 
of extreme poverty.abject poverty (=extremely severe) He was shocked by the abject 
poverty that he saw.grinding poverty (=extremely severe and continuing to have a 

terrible effect on people’s lives) Families were living in grinding poverty behind the 
hotels where the rich tourists stayed.world poverty The charity called for action to 

tackle the causes of world poverty.child poverty Child poverty is becoming an 
increasing problem in this country.rural poverty (=in the countryside) People come to 
the capital seeking to escape rural poverty.absolute poverty Worldwide, over one 

billion people live in absolute poverty.relative poverty (=being poor when compared 
with others) He grew up in relative poverty on a small ranch in Wyoming.VERBSlive in 
poverty Half the world is living in poverty.grow up in poverty No child should grow 

up in poverty in the US in the 21st century.die in poverty He gambled away all his 
money and died in poverty.fight/combat/tackle poverty (=take action to get rid of 
poverty) The money should be spent on fighting poverty. | Our priority is to tackle 

poverty and raise living standards.eradicate/eliminate poverty (=get rid of it) The 
Labour government pledged to eradicate child poverty by 2020.alleviate 
poverty formal (=make the problem of poverty less severe) What has the West done 

to alleviate poverty in the world?be reduced to poverty (=become very poor) By the 
end of the war, millions of people had been reduced to poverty.poverty + NOUNSthe 
poverty line also the poverty level AmE (=the income below which people are 

officially considered to be poor) Twenty percent of the population are living below the 
poverty line.the poverty rate (=the number of people below the poverty line in an 
area) This area has one of the highest poverty rates in Europe.the poverty trap (=a 

situation in which a poor person without a job cannot take a low-paying job because 
they would lose the money they receive from the government) People will never escape 
the poverty trap while state benefits are high and wages are low. 

powder /ˈpaʊdə $ -ər/ noun  a dry substance in the form of very small 

grainsADJECTIVESa fine powder Crush the peanuts into a fine powder.a white/blue 
etc powder The drug comes in the form of a white powder.a dry powder Simply add 

water to the dry powder.a loose powder (=not in a container) The spice is usually sold 
as a loose powder.NOUNS + powdercurry powder Stir the curry powder into the 
mixture.milk/cocoa powder You can use dried milk powder instead of fresh 
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milk.chilli/mustard powder The food tastes very spicy – I think I used too much chilli 

powder.baking powder (=used for baking cakes and bread) Mix the flour, the baking 
powder, and the sugar in a large bowl.soap powder also washing 

powder BrE (=used for washing clothes) Some types of soap powder can be used for 
washing clothes in cold water.face powder (=that you put on your face to make it look 
less shiny) She never wore makeup, except lipstick and a little face powder.talcum 

powder (=a powder with a nice smell which you put on your skin after washing) I 
use talcum powder to keep my skin dry.VERBSgrind/crush sth into a powder The 
chillies are dried and then ground into a fine powder.PHRASESin powder form The 

drug is usually sold in powder form. 

power /ˈpaʊə $ paʊr/ noun  1. the ability or right to control people or 

eventsADJECTIVESgreat/huge/enormous power General Tong has enormous 
power.real power The organization can make recommendations, but has no real 

power.limited power Compared with other government departments, 
our power is limited.absolute power (=total power, with no limits) Kings and queens 
had absolute power over their subjects.unbridled power (=without any 

controls) These men exercised unbridled power in the 
region.political/economic/military power New buildings are being built everywhere, 

a sign of the country’s growing economic power. | He used all of his political power to 
force the legislation through Parliament.legislative power (=the power to pass 
laws) Congress has the legislative power but the president has a veto.VERBShave 

power People who have power never seem to use it to help others.get/gain 
power Women were trying to gain power in a male-dominated world.use your 
power also exercise (your) power formal Questions have been asked about the way 

the police exercised their power. | The party will use all its power and influence to raise 
the issue in the Senate.wield power formal (=have and use a lot of power) The 
Church still wields enormous power in the country.power lies with/rests with sb The 

real power lies with the military.power + NOUNSa power struggle (=a situation in 
which groups or leaders try to get control) The country is caught in a power 
struggle between pro- and anti-democracy forces.sb’s/sth’s power base (=a group 

whose support makes a leader or party strong) The Republican Party’s power base is in 
the southern states.PREPOSITIONSpower over sth People should have more power 
over decisions that affect their lives.the power of sth The government was 

determined to break the power of the unions.PHRASESthe balance of power (=the 
way power is divided between people or groups) There has been a change in the 
balance of power between the two countries.a position of power Many of them were 

using their positions of power for personal advantage.an abuse of power This cover-
up was a shocking abuse of power.power is in sb’s hands Too much power 
is concentrated in the hands of one man.2. the position of having political control of a 

country or governmentPHRASESbe in power The law was passed when the Democrats 
were in power.sb’s rise to power The film examines Saddam Hussein’s rise to 
power.sb’s return to power Supporters celebrated the party’s return to 

power.VERBScome to power (=start being in control) Tony Blair came to power in 
1997.take power also assume power formal (=start being in control, usually without 
an election) Many people fled after the military took power last 

September. | He assumed power after the assassination of the former president.seize 
power (=take power by force) His son seized power in a military coup.win 
power (=win an election) Since winning power, the coalition has faced many 
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problems.rise to power The Roman emperor Vespasian rose to power through 

command of an army.return/be returned to power (=start being in control again, 
usually after an election) The party was returned to power with an even larger 

majority.hold power (=be in power) The economy prospered during the time that 
he held power.restore sb to power In 2004, the army restored him to power.sweep 
to power (=win an election easily) Reagan swept to power by promising economic 

reforms.cling (on) to power (=keep political control of a country, especially with 
difficulty) The dictator clung to power for 27 years.3. energy that can be used to make 
a machine work or to make electricityADJECTIVES/NOUNS + powernuclear power The 

accident raised doubts about the safety of nuclear power.solar power (=energy 
produced by sunlight) They use solar power for all their heating.wind power (=energy 
produced by the wind) Is wind power the answer to the energy crisis?hydroelectric 

power (=energy produced by flowing water) The factory is run on hydroelectric 
power.wave power (=energy produced by waves in the sea) Wave power can be used 
to generate electricity.steam power (=energy produced from steam) Early engines 

were driven by steam power.VERBS + powerrun on solar/wind etc power also use 
solar/wind etc power The lighting system runs on solar power.generate power The 
river is used to generate power and to irrigate the land.power + NOUNSa power 

source We need to look for alternative power sources.a power plant/station The 
river was affected by pollution from a local power station.power 
generation Household waste can be used for power generation.PHRASESa source of 

power They rely on coal as their main source of power.under its own 
power (=without help from another machine) The ship was able to leave port under its 
own power.4. a country that is strong and important, or has a lot of military 

strengthADJECTIVES/NOUNS + powera great power Britain wanted to maintain her 
status as a great power.a major power There will be representatives from all the 
world’s major powers at the conference.a world/global power (=one with influence 

all over the world) The United States had replaced Great Britain as the dominant world 
power.a military/naval power (=with a very strong army or navy) Russia had 
become a naval power equal to Spain.a foreign power He was charged with spying for 

a foreign power.an industrial power (=with many successful industries) China is now 

a formidable industrial power.THESAURUS: power→ country (1)5. the ability to 

do something – used about natural abilities, or special abilities that someone or 

something has GrammarOften plural in this meaning. ADJECTIVESmental 

powers (=the ability to think) Holmes needed all his mental powers to solve the 
riddle.creative powers (=the ability to use your imagination and think of new 
things) She was at the height of her creative powers when she wrote that 

novel.magical/supernatural/miraculous powers Diamonds were once thought to 
have magical powers.healing powers (=the ability to make a sick person better) The 
water was supposed to have healing powers.psychic powers (=mysterious powers, for 

example the ability to know what will happen in the future, or know what another 
person is thinking) She claims to have psychic powers, but there’s no proof.VERBShave 
... powers Some plants are believed to have medicinal powers.lose the power to do 

sth He was a brilliant speaker, who never lost the power to influence people.sb’s 
powers are failing/waning (=becoming less good) Mark felt that his 
creative powers were waning.PHRASESthe power of speech (=the ability to speak) I 

was so surprised that I momentarily lost the power of speech.the power of 
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flight Some birds have lost the power of flight.powers of observation Sailors had to 

use their powers of observation to predict the weather.powers of concentration As 
you get older, your powers of concentration may decrease.powers of persuasion She 

used all her powers of persuasion to convince Tilly that the move was a good idea.be at 
the height of your powers (=be at the point in your life when your abilities are 
strongest) Fonteyn was still at the height of her powers as a dancer. 

powerful /ˈpaʊəfəl $ ˈpaʊr-/ adjective  1. a powerful person, organization, 

country etc has a lot of power and is able to control or influence what happensNOUNSa 
powerful man/woman/leader He was the second most powerful man in France after 
the king.a powerful nation/country The United States is the richest and 

most powerful nation on earth.a powerful friend/ally The senator has some powerful 
allies in Washington.a powerful organization/group/union/party He is the leader 
of the powerful railway workers’ union.a powerful family Ford comes from 

a powerful political family.powerful (vested) interests (=big companies and other 
groups in society who have a lot of influence on government decisions)Powerful 
interests will try to prevent any changes to the healthcare system.VERBSbecome 

powerful Parliament had become more powerful than the 
king.ADVERBSextremely/enormously/incredibly powerful She was the daughter of 

Henry Phipps, an enormously powerful steel multimillionaire.increasingly 
powerful/more and more powerful The media is becoming increasingly 

powerful.THESAURUS: 

powerfulinfluentialperson | figure | friend | member | thinker | writer | artist

 | book | report | newspaper | magazine | bloghaving a lot of power to influence 

what happens, because people pay attention to what you say:Tony Blair remains  

an influential figure in Washington today (=an influential person – a formal  

use). | Coming from such an influential thinker as Fukuyama, this is an important  

statement. | Who was the most influential artist of the 20th century? | Keynes wrote 

a highly influential book called “The Economic Consequences of the Peace”. | ‘The 

New Yorker’ is an influential and well-

respected magazine.dominantposition | role | force | group | class | religion | cul

ture | ideologymore powerful than anyone or anything else:The company has  

a dominant position in the market. | He was the dominant force in tennis for many 

years. | Christianity became the dominant religion. | The United States has been the 

centre of the dominant culture for over 50 years. | Free market capitalism is  

the dominant ideology.strongleader | leadership | governmenta strong leader or  

government uses their power in a firm and determined way:Thatcher was a strong  

leader who was admired by many people throughout the world. | In a time of crisis,  

the country needs strong leadership. | They want a strong government to prevent the 

country sliding into a civil war.greatcountry | power | empirea great country is very  

important and respected:They were the kind of people who helped to make the US into  

a great country. | There was a meeting of the world’s great powers. | The Romans built  

the greatest empire the world had ever seen.2. a powerful machine, computer etc has 
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a lot of powerNOUNSa powerful engine/machine The car’s powerful V8 engine can 

take it to speeds of over 220 kilometres per hour.a powerful weapon Today’s 
nuclear weapons are hundreds of times more powerful than the one used at 

Hiroshima.a powerful computer/PC/chip The information from the satellite is 
analysed using powerful computers.a powerful tool/device The internet is a powerful 
tool for research.3. having a big effect on people’s feelings or opinionsNOUNSa 

powerful speech The president gave a powerful speech in support of the bill.a 
powerful argument One of the most powerful arguments against the death penalty is 
that it is possible that an innocent person could be executed.a powerful message The 

protesters are hoping to send a powerful message to the government.a powerful 
film/movie/book/play It is a powerful film about the horrors of war.4. causing a lot 
of damageNOUNSa powerful earthquake/storm There was a powerful 

earthquake which measured 6.8 on the Richter scale.a powerful explosion The 
building was destroyed by a powerful explosion.5. powerful feelings are very 

strongTHESAURUS: powerful→ strong (3)6. powerful arms, muscles etc are 

very strongTHESAURUS: powerful→ strong (1)  

practical /ˈpræktɪkəl/ adjective  relating to real situations and events rather 

than ideas, emotions etcpractical + NOUNSpractical experience You have to 
gain practical experience before you qualify as a doctor.practical work The course 
includes a lot of hands-on experience and practical work.practical 

problems/difficulties There are practical problems with running a large factory in the 
countryside.practical help/support also practical assistance formal They provide 
financial and practical help for disabled students.practical advice The booklet offers 

clear practical advice on running your business.practical use The buttons are of 
no practical use as you can’t undo them.practical matters We should focus 
on practical matters, like where we are going to sleep tonight.practical 

considerations There are a number of practical considerations that must be taken into 
account when choosing a car.practical implications He was well aware of the practical 
implications of his theory.practical skills The course will give you the practical 

skills you need to become a carpenter.ADVERBSpurely/strictly practical (=completely 
and only) My objections to the plan are purely practical: it will not work.PHRASESin 
practical terms In practical terms, the experiment is going to be difficult.on/at a 

practical level On a practical level, the house is cheap and you need a cheap place to 
live. 

practice /ˈpræktəs, ˈpræktɪs/ noun  1. the activity of doing something regularly, 

so that you can improve your skill at itVERBSsth takes/requires practice (=you can 
only learn to do it well by practising) Learning to drive well takes a lot 
of practice. | Making pots requires practice.do some practice/do your practice Have 

you done your piano practice?have had a lot of practice/have not had much 
practice I’m not very good yet, but I haven’t had much practice.get some practice/a 
lot of practice etc You must get as much practice as possible before the 

competition.need more practice She needs more practice if she’s going to pass her 
driving test.NOUNS + practicefootball/basketball etc practice We have football 
practice on Thursdays.piano/cello etc practice I’ve got to do my cello 

practice later.teaching practice BrE You have to do three months of teaching 
practice before you qualify.target practice (=practice shooting at something) The area 
is used by the army for target practice.batting/catching etc practice We’d better do 
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some batting practice before the game.choir practice (=when a choir practises singing 

together) There’s choir practice on Tuesday evening.band practice (=when a band 
practises playing together) I met John on my way to band practice.practice + NOUNSa 

practice session The team have regular practice sessions after school.a practice 
game The girls have done well in practice games against players who are a lot older.a 
practice ground/field He turned up at the practice ground without his kit.a practice 

shot Louise was taking practice shots from the tee.PREPOSITIONSwith practice You’ll 
improve with practice, I’m sure.in practice for sth (=practising for something) He 
crashed in practice for the Australian Grand Prix.at football/choir etc practice Eva 

is at her choir practice.PHRASESyears/hours/months etc of practice Learning to 
play like that takes years of practice.a lot/lots/plenty of practice You’ll get plenty of 
practice on the 5-day course.sb is out of practice (=they have not done something 

very much recently and are not as good as before) I’m a bit out of practice so don’t 
expect too much.2. the usual way of doing somethingADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ practicecommon/standard/normal practice (=the usual way that something is 

done) Leaving a tip is standard practice in the US.best/good practice (=an example 
of a good way of doing something) He illustrated his talk with examples of good 
practice in the classroom.bad practice It’s bad practice to leave your tools out 

overnight.accepted practice (=considered to be right) It was accepted practice back 
then for women to stay at home and look after the children.established 
practice (=the way something has been done for a long time) Over the years, this 

system has become established practice.working practices Changes in working 
practices have improved efficiency.sound practice (=a sensible way of doing 
something) It’s sound practice to check that the car isn’t in gear before you start the 

engine.VERBSadopt a practice (=start doing something in a particular 
way) The practice of using casual labour was adopted by many farms.follow a 
practice Australia followed the British practice of driving on the left.introduce a 

practice More flexible working practices were introduced last year.implement a 
practice (=officially introduce a practice) The city council was criticized for failing 
to implement good practice.PREPOSITIONSthe practice of doing sth The practice 

of using mercenaries to fight wars is not new.PHRASESa code of practice The 
company’s code of practice on disciplinary procedures is set out in the Employee 
Handbook.changes in practice Some changes in practice were introduced to conform 

with the new law.make a practice of sth (=start doing it regularly) He has made a 
practice of hiring disabled people. 

practise BrE practice AmE /ˈpræktəs, ˈpræktɪs/ verb [I,T]  to do an activity, 

often regularly, in order to improve your skill or to prepare for a testADVERBSpractise 
regularly You need to practise regularly if you’re going to be a good piano 
player.practise daily/every day The best ballet dancers practise every day.practise 

hard She has obviously been practising hard.PREPOSITIONSpractise for sth He’s 
practising for a singing competition.practise sth on sb Everybody wants to practise 

their English on me.THESAURUS: practisetrainto practise physical movements  

or activities in preparation for a race or game:He’s training for the 

Olympics.rehearseto practise a play, speech, or music in preparation for a public  

performance:She’s in New York where she’s rehearsing her new play. | The band are 

currently rehearsing for their world tour.work on sthto practise a particular skill so  
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that your general performance improves:You need to work on your listening  

comprehension.go/run through sthto practise something such as a speech, play, or  

piece of music by reading or playing it from the beginning to the end:I’ll just run  

through the speech one more time.  

praise1 /preɪz/ noun  words that you say or write to show that you admire and 

approve of someone or somethingVERBSgive sb praise Give your dog plenty 
of praise when it behaves well.heap/lavish praise on sb also shower sb with 

praise (=praise them a lot) Ireland’s manager has heaped praise on his team. | The 
media showered the young singer with praise.get/receive praise His books did 
not get the praise they deserved.win/earn praise The film has won praise from 

audiences and critics alike.deserve praise She deserves praise for all the charity work 
she does.single sb/sth out for praise (=praise a particular person or thing) One 
painting was singled out for special praise by the judges.ADJECTIVEShigh 

praise (=praise that shows you think someone or something is very good) He said she 
was the best young player he’d ever seen, which was high praise.special praise The 
actress was given special praise for her achievements.lavish praise (=very high 

praise) The critics heaped lavish praise on his performance.widespread praise (=from 
many people) She has already won widespread praise for her 

leadership.PREPOSITIONSpraise for sth/sb There was praise for the way he handled 
the affair.in praise of sb/sth (=praising them) He wrote a poem in praise of his 
hero.praise from sb The idea has received praise from teachers.PHRASESbe full of 

praise for sb/sth (=praise them a lot) Captain Jones was full of praise for his 
men. | Her teacher was full of praise for her work.have nothing but praise for 
sb/sth (=praise them a lot because you admire what they have done) Passengers had 

nothing but praise for the pilot.sing sb’s praises (=tell other people that someone is 
good) The boss has been singing your praises.words of praise He had words of 
praise for the excellent nursing care provided. | There were words of praise from 

government leaders.worthy of praise (=deserving praise) There was only one design 
that was worthy of praise.damn (sb/sth) with faint praise (=seem to praise 
someone or something, but in a way that does not really show admiration) The film has 

been damned with faint praise by critics, who said ‘it could have been a lot worse.’be 
(high) praise indeed (=used when emphasizing that what someone says shows that 
they think someone or something is very good) He said he enjoyed my singing which, 

coming from such a great musician, was praise indeed. 

praise2 /preɪz/ verb [T]  to say that you admire and approve of someone or 

something, especially publiclyADVERBSbe highly praised (=be praised a lot) The 

actor’s performance was highly praised by the critics.be widely praised (=by many 
people) Their efforts have been widely praised.PREPOSITIONSpraise sb for sth The 

Mayor praised the rescue teams for their courage.THESAURUS: 

praisecongratulateto tell someone that you think it is good that they have achieved 

something:I congratulated him on his success. | The government should  

be congratulated for what they have achieved.complimentto say to someone that you 

like how they look, or you like something they have done:She complimented me on my 

new hairstyle. | He complimented my cooking.flatterto praise someone in order to  
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please them or get something from them, even though you do not mean it:"I like your  

hair." "You’re just flattering me!" | The salesman had persuaded her to buy it by  

flattering her and being charming.rave about sth informalto talk about something you 

enjoy or admire in a very excited way, and say that it is extremely good:Everyone is  

raving about the movie.enthuse about sth formalto talk about something you enjoy 

or admire in an excited way, and say that it is good:She enthused about the joys of  

motherhood.applaud formalto publicly praise a decision, action, idea etc:Business  

leaders applauded the decision. | A spokesperson applauded the way the festival had 

been run.commend formalto praise someone or something, especially officially:After  

the battle, Andrew Jackson commended him for ‘his courage and fidelity’. | The 

officers should be commended for their prompt action.hail sb/sth as sth especially  

writtento describe someone or something in a way that shows you have a very good 

opinion of them, especially in newspapers, on television reports etc:The book 

was hailed as a masterpiece. | Journalists and music writers hailed the band as ‘the 

next big thing’. | He is being hailed as the new James Dean.  

pray /preɪ/ verb  1. to speak to God in order to ask for help or give 

thanksADVERBSpray (sth) silently Help me to do the right thing, she prayed 
silently.pray aloud People prayed aloud as the plane started to shake.pray 

together Christians and Muslims prayed together beside the tomb.pray fervently (=in 
an enthusiastic way) He could often be overheard praying fervently in his 
room.PREPOSITIONSpray to sb Martha prayed to God for help.pray for sth (=ask God 

for something) Let us pray for peace.pray for sb (=ask God to help someone) We pray 
for all those who are sick.PHRASESlet us pray (=something a priest says when leading 
a group of people who are praying) Let us pray for all who are suffering in war.2. to 

hope very strongly that something will happen or that something is trueADVERBSjust 
pray (that)... I’m just praying that we don’t get stuck in traffic.PREPOSITIONSpray for 
sth We’re praying for good weather on the day of the picnic.PHRASEShope and 

pray I hope and pray that he changes his mind. 

prayer /preə $ prer/ noun  words that you say when praying to God or 

godsVERBSsay a prayer The children said their prayers and got into bed. | Say a 
prayer for me.kneel in prayer A group of men were kneeling in prayer.offer a 

prayer (=say a prayer in a formal way, often in a 
group) Special prayers were offered for the dead.recite prayers formal (=say the 

words of prayers aloud, usually with other people) A stream of people reciting 
prayers followed the procession.perform your prayers (=kneel and pray at the same 
time each day – used especially about Muslims) He went to a local mosque to perform 

his early morning prayers.answer sb’s prayer (=God hears you and makes what you 
want happen) I believe that one day my prayers will be answered. | God 
has answered your prayer.join (sb) in prayer (=say prayers as a group) The Pope 

urged the faithful to join him in prayer.ADJECTIVESdaily prayers Muslims face Mecca 
when they perform their daily prayers.a silent prayer He said a silent prayer as he 
approached the house.prayer + NOUNSa prayer service There is usually a short prayer 

service in the morning.a prayer mat (=a small cloth on which someone kneels to 
pray) They unrolled their prayer mats on the ground.a prayer vigil (=a time when you 
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stay awake in order to pray for someone) Hundreds of people attended the prayer 

vigil for the missing child.PREPOSITIONSa prayer for sb Prayers for the dead will be 
held during the evening service.a prayer of sth Michael said a prayer of thanks.a 

prayer to God She offered a silent prayer to God.in/at prayer (=in the act of 
praying) The monks spend most of their day in prayer.PHRASESbe in sb’s 
prayers (=be prayed for) You are always in my prayers.sb’s prayers are/go with 

you Our thoughts and prayers are with you at this sad time.remember sb in your 
prayers Please remember them in your prayers and ask God to guide them. 

precaution /prɪˈkɔːʃən $ -ˈkɒː-/ noun [C usually plural]  something you do in 

order to prevent something dangerous or unpleasant from 

happeningADJECTIVES/NOUNS + precautiona sensible/wise precaution Fitting 
window locks is a sensible precaution.a simple precaution You can reduce the chance 
of anything going wrong by taking a few simple precautions.a necessary 

precaution He knew the risks but failed to take the necessary precautions.a 
reasonable precaution We take all reasonable precautions to safeguard the 
children.adequate/proper precautions Companies have a legal responsibility to 

take adequate precautions against fire.basic/elementary precautions You could get 
badly injured if you don’t take some basic precautions.a safety precaution Residents 

living near the gas leak were moved from their homes as a safety precaution.a 
security precaution Security precautions have been increased at airports.elaborate 
precautions (=a lot of detailed precautions) The police took elaborate precautions to 

prevent the demonstrators from reaching Parliament Square.VERBStake 
precautions Always take precautions and never reveal your password to anyone.take 
the precaution of doing sth I took the precaution of insuring my 

camera.PREPOSITIONSa precaution against sth The pipes are insulated as 
a precaution against frost damage.as a precaution After the gas leak the area was 
evacuated as a precaution. 

precedent AC /ˈpresədənt, ˈpresɪdənt/ noun  something similar that has been 

done or has happened before, which may be used as a reason for doing the same thing 
nowADJECTIVESa dangerous precedent (=one that could cause problems in the 
future) They opposed the plan, saying it would create a dangerous precedent.an 

important precedent By doing this, an important precedent was established.a bad 
precedent Such a light punishment would set a bad precedent.a good 

precedent There are good precedents for this sort of cooperation.a legal 
precedent (=one that is important in law) The case set a legal precedent.historical 
precedent (=a precedent in history) My situation seemed to lack historical 

precedent.ample precedent (=a lot of precedents) There is ample precedent for this 
decision.VERBSset/establish a precedent The decision could set a legal precedent for 
other similar cases.create a precedent If we allow this once, it 

will create a precedent.follow a precedent He is following a precedent set by other 
military leaders.break with precedent (=do something in a new way) The king broke 
with precedent and allowed the ceremony to be filmed.use sth as a precedent Other 

countries were afraid that the invasion would be used as a precedent.serve as a 
precedent (=be used as a precedent) He hopes a ruling in his favor could serve as a 
precedent.cite (sth as) a precedent formal (=mention a precedent) An established 

method of working can be cited as a precedent in disputes.PREPOSITIONSsth is 
without precedent (=it has never happened before) The team’s achievement is 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1661] 

superb and without precedent.a precedent for sth There is a precedent for a team 

containing both boys and girls. 

precious /ˈpreʃəs/ adjective  very valuable or importantNOUNSa precious 

metal/stone (=one that is worth a lot of money) They used diamonds and 

other precious stones to make jewellery.a precious object also a precious 
artefact formal The room was filled with carvings, sculptures, and other precious 
objects.a precious commodity Water is a precious commodity.precious 

resources The government has wasted the country’s precious resources.precious 
time My time is precious, and I don’t want to waste it.precious 
seconds/moments/minutes/hours We knew we only had a few more precious 

hours together.a precious asset The organization’s most precious asset is its staff.a 
precious gift Her illness made her appreciate more the precious gift of 

life.THESAURUS: precious→ valuable (1)  

predict AC /prɪˈdɪkt/ verb [T]  to say that something will happen, before it 

happensADVERBSaccurately/precisely/correctly predict sth They correctly 

predicted the result of the election.successfully/reliably predict sth It is difficult to 
reliably predict when an earthquake will happen.wrongly predict sth The weather 
forecasters wrongly predicted a long hot summer.be widely predicted (=by many 

people) Usain Bolt is widely predicted to win a gold medal.VERBStry/attempt to 
predict Scientists are trying to predict how the Amazon will look in 20 years’ 
time.PHRASESsth is difficult/hard/impossible to predict It is impossible to predict 

how she will react.predict sth with accuracy/certainty No one can predict with any 
certainty what will happen with this type of investment.as predicted As predicted, our 
team won.I can confidently predict that... (=used when you are sure that something 

will happen) I can confidently predict that you will enjoy this book.THESAURUS: 

predictforecastto say what is likely to happen in the future, especially in relation to  

the weather or the economic or political situation:They’re forecasting a hard  

winter. | In order to forecast the weather accurately, you have to understand the 

atmosphere. | Economists forecast that there would be a recession. | Unemployment is  

forecast to rise sharply.projectto say what the amount, size, cost etc of something is  

likely to be in the future, using the information you have now:The world’s population is  

projected to rise by 45%. | They are projecting that inflation will increase 

gradually.can say especially spokenbe able to know what will happen in the future:No 

one can say what the next fifty years will bring. | I can’t say exactly how much it will  

cost.foretellfutureto say correctly what will happen in the future, using special  

religious or magical powers:The woman claimed that she had the gift of foretelling the 

future. | It all happened as the prophet had foretold.prophesyto say that something  

will happen because you feel that it will, or by using special religious or magical  

powers:He prophesied that the world would end in 2012. | Marx prophesied  

that capitalism would destroy itself. | He’s one of those people who are 

always prophesying disaster. | The coming of a great Messiah is prophesied in the 

Bible.foreseeproblem | difficulty | risk | possibility | outcome | future | circums
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tances | dayto know that something is going to happen before it happens:They should  

have foreseen these problems. | The company ought to have foreseen the possibility of  

the chemicals coming into contact with the drinking water. | No one foresaw the 

outcome of the war. | I cannot foresee any circumstances in which we would allow this  

to happen. | He can already foresee the day when sales begin to fall.have a 

premonitionto have a strange feeling that something is about to happen, especially  

something bad, usually just before it happens:Suddenly I had a strange premonition of  

danger ahead. | She had a premonition that something terrible was about to happen.  

predictable AC /prɪˈdɪktəbəl/ adjective  doing something or happening in 

exactly the way you would expectADVERBShighly predictable The movements of the 

planets are highly predictable.entirely/totally/utterly predictable Moran’s angry 
reaction was entirely predictable.fairly predictable He began his speech in a fairly 
predictable way.boringly predictable The results of the election were boringly 

predictable.NOUNSa predictable pattern Many of their arguments followed 
a predictable pattern.a predictable consequence/result/outcome Poverty is 
a predictable consequence of rising unemployment.a predictable 

response/reaction Logan’s reaction was predictable.a predictable effect The snow 
had a predictable effect on traffic.a predictable way/manner/fashion Projects rarely 

develop in a totally predictable fashion.a predictable plot (=a story in a book, film etc 
in which you can easily guess what will happen) The film is a romantic comedy with 
a predictable plot.a predictable routine He would have preferred a more predictable 

routine.PREPOSITIONSpredictable from sth The child’s reaction was predictable 
from a knowledge of his personality. 

prediction AC /prɪˈdɪkʃən/ noun  a statement about what you think is going to 

happenADJECTIVESan accurate prediction For the first time people were able to make 

accurate predictions about the position of the stars.a prediction is 
correct/right Jane’s prediction later proved right.a prediction is 
wrong/incorrect I’m hoping that their prediction of rain is wrong.a reliable 

prediction We are not yet able to make reliable predictions about earthquakes.a 
dire/gloomy/pessimistic prediction (=saying that something bad will 
happen) There have been some gloomy predictions about the economy recently.an 

optimistic prediction (=saying that something good will happen, often 
wrongly) These estimates were based on optimistic predictions of growth.a confident 

prediction (=one that you think is probably right) The situation is so uncertain that it 
is hard to make a confident prediction.VERBSmake a prediction It is far too early 
to make predictions about what will happen in the election.confirm a 

prediction (=show that it was right) They are now planning further tests 
to confirm their predictions.defy/confound predictions (=show that they were 
wrong) He confounded his doctors’ predictions, and made a full recovery.test a 

prediction In order to test this prediction, Schultz carried out a number of 
experiments.sb’s prediction proves right/accurate/wrong (=it is shown to be 
right, accurate, or wrong) Their predictions of a long hot summer proved 

wrong.PREPOSITIONSa prediction of/about sth His predictions of success were 
accurate. 

predominant /prɪˈdɒmɪnənt $ -ˈdɑː-/ adjective  THESAURUS > main 
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prefer /prɪˈfɜː $ -ˈfɜːr/ verb  to like someone or something more than someone 

or something elseADVERBSmuch prefer sb/sth He much prefers his new job to his old 
one.greatly prefer sb/sth Our family greatly prefers the way of life in Italy.strongly 
prefer sb/sth The job advertisement said that previous experience was strongly 

preferred.really prefer sb/sth I would really prefer to stay at home this 
evening.clearly/obviously prefer sb/sth The little boy clearly preferred to be with 
his mother.generally/usually/on the whole prefer sth People generally prefer to go 

on holiday in July or August.VERBSwould prefer sth She would prefer to study in the 
US if she can.may/might prefer sth I thought you might prefer to be alone.tend to 
prefer People tend to prefer sweet foods.PREPOSITIONSprefer sb/sth to 

sb/sth I prefer this novel to her other ones.prefer sb/sth over sb/sth In those days, 
employers preferred men over women.PHRASESif you prefer We can go by bus, but if 
you prefer, we can take a taxi.the preferred option The cheaper plan was the 

preferred option. 

preference /ˈprefərəns/ noun  if you have a preference for something, you like 

it more than another thing and will choose it if you canADJECTIVESa strong 

preference There is a strong preference for fresh fruit and vegetables.a clear 
preference The survey showed a clear preference for his style of leadership.a marked 
preference (=very noticeable) Australians have a marked preference for separate 

houses surrounded by private space.a personal preference My own personal 
preference is for darker colours.individual preferences The company keeps details of 
its clients’ individual preferences.sb’s sexual preferences (=whether they prefer sex 

with men or women) Some of the victims had been attacked because of their race 
or sexual preference.NOUNS + preferenceconsumer preferences (=what consumers 
prefer) Companies collect information about consumer preferences.food 

preferences Very young children may have clear food preferences.VERBShave a 
preference Do you have a preference for any particular kind of tea?express a 
preference He avoided expressing a preference for any of the candidates.show a 

preference The girls showed a preference for being with other girls.suit sb’s 
preferences You can change things to suit your own preferences.PREPOSITIONSa 
preference for sth Babies have a preference for sweet foods.a preference as 

to/regarding sth Parents can express a preference as to the school their child will 
attend.PHRASESin order of preference Please list your choice of colleges in order of 

preference.sth is a matter of personal preference (=it is something that you can 
choose, according to what you like) Which phone you decide to buy is just a matter of 
personal preference. 

pregnancy /ˈpreɡnənsi/ noun  the condition of having a baby growing inside 

your bodyADJECTIVESa teenage pregnancy The UK has the highest teenage 
pregnancy rate in Europe.an unwanted pregnancy The number of unwanted 
pregnancies is increasing.an unplanned pregnancy Unplanned pregnancies are more 

common among younger women.sb’s first/second/third etc pregnancy This is 
her second pregnancy.an early/late pregnancy A fall in blood pressure is common 
in early pregnancy.a normal pregnancy A normal pregnancy lasts 288 days.a 

successful pregnancy Fortunately, she had a successful pregnancy.a difficult 
pregnancy It was a difficult pregnancy, and she was in and out of hospital.pregnancy + 

NOUNSa pregnancy test The doctor arranged for her to have a pregnancy test.the 

pregnancy rate The pregnancy rate among older women is going up.pregnancy 
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advice In those days it was hard to get pregnancy advice.VERBSprevent/avoid 

pregnancy Young people need to be told about ways of preventing 
pregnancy.terminate/end/abort a pregnancy They believe that women have a basic 

right to terminate a pregnancy.PREPOSITIONSduring pregnancy Women should not 
smoke during pregnancy. 

pregnant /ˈpreɡnənt/ adjective  if a woman or female animal is pregnant, she 

has a baby growing inside her bodyVERBSbecome pregnant also get 

pregnant informal Sally became pregnant, and gave birth to a baby son. | She got 
pregnant when she was sixteen.get sb pregnant informal (=make a woman pregnant, 
usually without planning to) Her boyfriend didn’t want 

to get her pregnant.ADVERBStwelve weeks pregnant/two months pregnant 
etc The doctor said that she was eight weeks pregnant.heavily pregnant (=almost 
ready to give birth) I saw at once that the woman was heavily pregnant.PHRASESbe 

pregnant with twins/your first child etc Her husband left her when she 
was pregnant with her second child. | I remember I was pregnant with Lucy at the 
time. 

prejudice /ˈpredʒədəs, ˈpredʒʊdəs/ noun  an unreasonable dislike and distrust of 

people who are different from you in some wayADJECTIVES/NOUNS + prejudiceracial 
prejudice (=because of your race) They found it difficult to get good jobs because 

of racial prejudice.class prejudice (=because of your social class) There is no place for 
those old class prejudices in our modern society.anti-gay/anti-American/anti-
Catholic etc prejudice (=against gay people, Americans etc) There is still a lot 

of anti-American prejudice in this country.strong prejudice Women managers often 
encounter strong prejudice from men.deep-seated prejudice (=very strong and 
difficult to change) All these attitudes are based on deep-seated prejudice.blind 

prejudice (=prejudice that stops you from considering the facts) They rejected his 
suggestion out of blind prejudice.blatant prejudice (=not hidden at all) It was his first 
experience of such blatant prejudice and it came as a shock.a cultural prejudice (=a 

prejudice that is common among members of a society) There is a cultural 
prejudice against fatness.VERBSexperience/encounter/face prejudice Students 
with disabilities often encounter prejudice.overcome prejudice (=succeed in spite of 

prejudice) He overcame poverty and prejudice to become a great 
athlete.confront/challenge prejudice (=mention or deal with it in a direct 

way) Politicians are scared to confront the prejudices of voters.fight (against) 
prejudice All his life, he fought against prejudice.tackle/deal with prejudice The 
best way to tackle prejudice is to include disabled people in your teams.reinforce 

prejudice (=make it stronger) The newspaper article will only 
have reinforced people’s prejudices about gypsies.confirm sb’s prejudices (=make 
someone think their prejudices are right) His behaviour confirmed all 

my prejudices about the English.PREPOSITIONSprejudice against sb There is still a lot 
of prejudice against women in positions of authority.prejudice about sth/sb We want 

to challenge prejudices about age.THESAURUS: prejudicediscriminationthe 

practice of treating one group of people differently from another in an unfair way:There  

is widespread discrimination against older people. | The government introduced new 

laws on sex discrimination.bigotrya completely unreasonable hatred for people of a  

different race, religion etc, based on strong and fixed opinions:His speeches were full  
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of religious bigotry and hate. | Hitler directed his bigotry against the 

Jews.intolerancean unreasonable refusal to accept beliefs, customs, and ways of  

thinking that are different from your own:Religious intolerance is a problem in many 

parts of the world. | There is an atmosphere of intolerance in the media.racism/racial  

prejudiceunfair treatment of people because they belong to a different race:Many 

black people have been the victims of racism in Britain. | Some immigrant groups  

faced racism.sexismthe belief that one sex, especially women, is weaker, less  

intelligent etc than the other, especially when this results in someone being treated  

unfairly:She accused the company of sexism because she didn’t get a promotion. | We 

studied sexism in language when I was at university.ageism also agism AmEunfair  

treatment of people because they are old:The new law aims to stop ageism in the 

workplace.homophobiaprejudice towards or hatred of gay people:There is a lot of  

homophobia in the armed forces.xenophobia /ˌzenəˈfəʊbiə $ -ˈfoʊ-/hatred and fear of  

foreigners:Politicians sometimes try to stir up xenophobia and say that foreigners are 

taking all the jobs.anti-Semitisma strong feeling of hatred toward Jewish people:Anti-

Semitism is on the increase in some parts of Europe.Islamophobiahatred and fear of  

Muslims:Many people are concerned about the rise of Islamophobia.  

preliminary AC /prɪˈlɪmənəri, prɪˈlɪmɪnəri $ -neri/ adjective  happening before 

the main part of something, especially in order to prepare for itNOUNSthe preliminary 
results/findings The preliminary results look very good.a preliminary report The 
committee published their preliminary report.preliminary 

research/analysis/examination/ study Scientists have begun a preliminary 
analysis of the data. | Our preliminary research shows some surprising results.a 
preliminary investigation/inquiry The preliminary investigation showed that the 

damage was caused by some kind of explosive.preliminary work Preliminary work has 
begun on building the bridge.a preliminary stage/step We are still in the preliminary 
stages of our work. | The police are questioning people as a preliminary step in their 

investigation.the preliminary round (=the first part of a competition) France beat 
Italy in the preliminary rounds of the competition.a preliminary 
meeting/discussion They had a preliminary meeting before the conference took 

place. | The university has held preliminary discussions with the company regarding 
research funding.a preliminary agreement A preliminary agreement has been 
reached between the two sides.a preliminary hearing (=a meeting of a court to find 

out facts about a case) The documents used during the preliminary hearing may not be 
used at the trial.a preliminary test Preliminary tests show that the drug is effective in 
most cases.a preliminary draft (=a first attempt to write something) Here is 

a preliminary draft of my essay.preliminary approval They have received preliminary 

approval to build on the land.THESAURUS: preliminary→ first1 

preparation /ˌprepəˈreɪʃən/ noun  1. the things that you do to get ready for 

something that is going to happen GrammarAlways plural in this  

meaning. VERBSmake preparations He was making preparations for his 
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retirement.begin preparations The climbers rose at six 

and began their preparations.complete the preparations All the preparations for the 
mission have now been completed.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + preparationfinal/last-minute 

preparations Final preparations are being made for the president’s visit 
tomorrow.(all) the necessary preparations Will you have time to make all the 
necessary preparations?elaborate preparations Elaborate preparations had been 

made for a meeting between the two kings.the wedding/Christmas/party etc 
preparations Her mother helped with the wedding 
preparations.PREPOSITIONSpreparations for sth She went to check on preparations 

for the party.PHRASESpreparations are underway (=they have started) Preparations 
are underway for the anniversary celebrations.2. the process of getting ready, or 
making something readyVERBSdo some/no etc preparation She had obviously done 

no preparation for the meeting.need/require preparation Important 
competitions need proper preparation.supervise the preparation of sth Andrew was 
in the kitchen, supervising the preparation of the food.ADJECTIVEScareful 

preparation Painting a wall requires careful preparation.thorough 
preparation (=very careful and detailed) Thorough preparation is the best way to do 
well in an exam.meticulous preparation (=extremely careful not to miss any 

details) The robbery took place after months of meticulous preparation.good/ideal 
preparation (=very useful) This game was good preparation for our match next 
week.adequate/proper preparation You cannot go on a dangerous trip like this 

without adequate preparation.poor/inadequate preparation (=not enough 
preparation) He was defeated because of poor preparation.mental preparation Mental 
preparation is as important as physical training.PREPOSITIONSpreparation for 

sth Preparation for the interview is vital.in preparation for sth He is practising every 
day, in preparation for the championship.the preparation of sth Many people helped 
us in the preparation of this document.be in preparation formal (=used to say that 

something is being prepared) A new edition of the book is in preparation. 

prepare /prɪˈpeə $ -ˈper/ verb  1. to make plans or arrangements for something 

that will happen in the future so that you will be ready when it 

happens GrammarPrepare is often followed by an infinitive: The family are preparing  

to move to Queensland. PREPOSITIONSprepare for sth He only had a few hours 

to prepare for the interview.THESAURUS: prepareget readyto prepare for  

something. Get ready is less formal than prepare and is the usual phrase to use in  

everyday English:Smith has been busy getting ready for the race. | The army was  

getting ready to attack.make preparationsto prepare for an event that needs a lot of  

planning:The couple are making preparations for their wedding next year.gear upto  

prepare for an important event – used about companies, organizations, cities  

etc:Stores are gearing up for the busy Christmas shopping period. | The city is gearing  

up for the Olympics.2. to make something ready to be used: The investigators are 

busy preparing their report. I have prepared a list of questions. Have you prepared your 

speech? Groundsmen were preparing the pitch for tomorrow’s game.THESAURUS: 

prepareget sth readyto prepare something. Get sth ready is less formal  



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1667] 

than prepare and is the usual phrase to use in everyday English:They were getting the 

ship ready to sail.set (sth) upto prepare equipment so that it is ready to be used:It  

will take a few minutes to set the camera up. | The band was setting up on the 

stage.3. to make a meal: Prepare the sauce while the pasta is cooking. When we got 

home, Stephano was busy preparing dinner. 

prescription /prɪˈskrɪpʃən/ noun  a piece of paper on which a doctor writes 

what medicine a sick person should haveVERBSgive sb a prescription Dr 

Klein gave me a prescription for some sleeping tablets.write (out) a 
prescription I’ll write you a prescription for some skin cream.make up a 
prescription also fill a prescription AmE (=give a patient the medicine that a doctor 

says they need) You can get the prescription made up at a 
pharmacy.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + prescriptiona doctor’s/medical prescription You 
can’t get the drug without a doctor’s prescription.a repeat prescription (=one that 

you have regularly) I went to the doctor’s to pick up a repeat prescription.prescription + 

NOUNSa prescription drug/medicine Does your insurance cover the cost 
of prescription drugs?PREPOSITIONSa prescription for medicine/pills etc I’ll give 

you a prescription for some pills.on prescription BrE by prescription AmE (=if you 
have a prescription from a doctor) These drugs are only available on prescription. 

presence /ˈprezəns/ noun  1. the fact that a substance, disease etc exists in 

somethingVERBSreveal/show the presence of sth Tests revealed the presence of 
dangerous chemicals in the building.indicate/suggest the presence of sth These 
plants indicate the presence of underground water.detect the presence of sth The 

device is used for detecting the presence of alcohol.confirm the presence of sth This 
test will confirm the presence of infection.explain the presence of sth He couldn’t 
explain the presence of the drugs at his home.PREPOSITIONSthe presence of sth The 

test shows the presence of the disease.2. the fact that someone is there in a place, at 
an event etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS + presencethe constant presence of sb There is 
always the constant presence of traffic. | I found her constant presence in the house 

irritating.sb’s continued presence Many people are opposed to the continued 
presence of US troops.a permanent presence Which Europeans were the first to 
establish a permanent presence in America?a strong presence (=the fact of being 

present in large numbers or in an active way) The company has a strong presence in 
Asia.police/military presence (=the fact that police or soldiers are present) What 

was the reason for the large police presence at the meeting?VERBSnotice sb’s 
presence He did not seem to have noticed my presence.sense/feel sb’s 
presence (=be aware that someone is present without seeing 

them) I sensed the presence of someone else in the room.acknowledge sb’s 
presence (=speak to someone or make a sign to show that you know they are 
present) He acknowledged my presence with a quick wave.request sb’s 

presence formal Your presence is requested at the next meeting of the 
Council.PREPOSITIONSin sb’s presence formal (=while they are present) Interviews 
were always held in the presence of a lawyer.PHRASESbe/become aware of sb’s 

presence It was only when I coughed that he became aware of my presence. 

present1 /ˈprezənt/ noun  something you give someone on a special occasion or 

to thank them for somethingNOUNS + presenta birthday/Christmas/wedding etc 
present The couple received hundreds of wedding presents.ADJECTIVESan expensive 
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present I don’t need expensive presents to prove you love me.a good/nice/lovely 

present The best present I ever had from my dad was a guitar.an ideal/perfect 
present This is the perfect present for a music-lover.a little present Whenever he 

went away he brought her back a little present.a thank-you present (=given to thank 
someone) I bought them some chocolates as a thank-you present.VERBSgive sb a 
present She loved giving people presents.buy/get sb a present He couldn’t afford 

to buy her a present.get/receive a present He got lots of presents from his 
friends.exchange presents (=give one another a 
present) We exchange Christmas presents every year.wrap a present She spent the 

afternoon wrapping birthday presents.open/unwrap a present Can 
we open our presents now?PREPOSITIONSa present for sb She was looking for 
a present for her son.a present from sb This ring was a present from my 

grandmother.as a present I was given this book as a present.PHRASESsth would 
make a nice/lovely/ideal etc present I thought the bowl would make a 

nice present for someone. In more formal English, people use gift instead of present.  

present2 /prɪˈzent/ verb  1. to give something to someone, for example at a 

formal or official occasionTHESAURUS: present→ give (1)2. to cause something 

to happen or existNOUNSpresent a problem These mountain roads present 
problems even to experienced drivers.present difficulties Juggling work and family 
responsibilities presents difficulties for women.present an obstacle (=cause a 

problem that is difficult to deal with or solve) Lack of money presented a 
huge obstacle.present a challenge I’m enjoying my new job because it presents an 
interesting challenge.present a threat The disease presents a serious threat to the 

farming industry.present a danger/risk These dogs present a danger to the 
public.present an opportunity The internet presents tremendous opportunities for 
businesses.PREPOSITIONSpresent sb with 

sth Freedom presents us with choices.present sth to sb Short stories present a 
challenge to the writer. 

present3 /ˈprezənt/ adjective  1. happening or existing nowNOUNSthe present 

time/moment At the present time, little is known about life deep in the oceans.the 
present day (=now – used when you are comparing this with the past) The plant has 
been used from ancient times to the present day.the present 

situation/position/circumstances The present situation is unacceptable.sth’s 
present condition/state/form The organization cannot continue in its present 
form.the present level/value The present level of unemployment is too high.the 

present system Under the present system, you have the right to remain silent when 
questioned by the police.the present government/administration The present 
government has introduced higher taxes than any other government.the present 

generation The present generation of young people are becoming more involved in 

politics.THESAURUS: presentcurrentpresent – used especially about a situation  

that is not expected to stay the same for long:The current situation does not look  

good. | People are concerned about the current state of the UK economy. | The 

magazine has articles about current trends in fashion. | The budget for the current  

year was £14 million.existing formalexisting or being used now – used about things or  

situations that you think may be changed in the future:Some people want to preserve 
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the existing system. | The proposal will strengthen existing immigration laws. | They 

want to move out of their existing offices because they are too 

small.contemporaryused about art, writing, ideas etc that belong to the present time,  

or about modern society:They are holding an exhibition of contemporary art and 

design. | He is one of China’s leading contemporary artists. | We listened to a  

programme about contemporary music in Russia. | The film reflects contemporary  

society.today’s/of todayused about conditions and attitudes that exist now, or about  

people who live now when you are comparing them with those that existed in the 

past:People struggle to keep up with the pace of life in today’s world of instant  

communications. | The youth of today are faced with a very different set of  

problems.2. if someone or something is present, they exist in a place or have come to 

a placePREPOSITIONSbe present in sth These gases are present in the Earth’s 

atmosphere.be present at sth Foreign observers were present at the elections. 

presentation /ˌprezənˈteɪʃən $ ˌpriːzen-, -zən-/ noun  1. a formal talk in which 

you describe or explain something to a group of peopleVERBSgive a presentation The 
chairman gave a presentation about the company’s latest sales figures.do a 

presentation (=give a presentation – more informal) I’ve been asked to do a 
presentation about my work.make/deliver a presentation (=give a presentation- 

more formal) The course teaches you how to organize and deliver sales 
presentations. | He will make a presentation to the City Council.listen to/hear a 
presentation We listened to a presentation about the management changes.attend a 

presentation (=go to it) Over 100 people attended the presentation.prepare a 
presentation She is busy preparing a presentation for tomorrow’s 

meeting. Give, do, make, or deliver a presentation?You usually say give a  

presentation. Do is used in more informal English. Make and deliver are used in  

more formal English. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + presentationa short/brief 

presentation The professor gave a brief presentation about her research.a 5-
minute/10-minute/hour-long etc presentation Each candidate has to give a 30-
minute presentation about his or her previous work.a formal presentation After the 

formal presentation, there will be an opportunity for people to ask questions.a sales 
presentation The book has lots of useful tips on how to give an effective sales 
presentation.a video presentation This software is great for doing video 

presentations.a multimedia presentation They were taught how to create 
a multimedia presentation using text, images, and sounds.presentation + 

NOUNSpresentation skills David’s boss sent him on a course to improve 

his presentation skills.PREPOSITIONSa presentation on/about sth She has to give 
a presentation on her research.a presentation by sb We attended a presentation 
by Professor Nordstrom.2. the act of giving something such as a prize or award to 

someone at a formal ceremonyADJECTIVES/NOUNS + presentationthe official 
presentation The official presentation of the trophy will take place immediately after 

the game.the annual presentation (=one that happens every year) The annual 
presentation of diplomas will take place in July.an award presentation The award 
presentation will be held on January 17th.presentation + NOUNSa presentation 
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ceremony The presentation ceremony will be held at the University of Chicago.a 

presentation evening/night/dinner Each year the department holds its presentation 
evening, celebrating the students successes from the previous year.VERBSmake the 

presentation The principal will make the presentation of the awards.PREPOSITIONSthe 
presentation of sth to sb The evening ended with the presentation of the 
prizes to the winners. 

preserve verb  1. to make something continue without 

changingNOUNSpreserve the peace It is the responsibility of the police 
to preserve the peace.preserve sb’s freedom (=avoid being caught by the police 

etc) He managed to preserve his freedom by fleeing abroad.preserve sth’s 
independence The country was able to preserve its independence by defeating Italian 
invaders in 1896.preserve the character of sth The organization wants 

to preserve the character of the many historic neighborhoods throughout 
Houston.preserve a tradition The museum was founded in order 

to preserve the traditions and culture of the region.preserve a memory A wedding 
album is the ideal way of preserving memories of the most beautiful day in your 
life.preserve the status quo (=not make any changes) The government is keen 

to preserve the status quo, and is unlikely to support any changes in the voting 
system.2. to save something or someone from being harmed or 
destroyedNOUNSpreserve a town/village/building They want to preserve the town 

so that it looks how it did three hundred years ago.preserve a forest/woodland We 
must encourage the planting of new trees and preserve our 
existing woodlands.preserve the environment Consumers can 

help preserve the environment by choosing recycled and eco-friendly 
products.preserve sth’s habitat Actions to preserve the habitat of the white rhino in 
South Africa helped save the species from extinction.preserve wildlife The park has 

helped to preserve the wildlife of the area.ADVERBSwell/beautifully/perfectly 
preserved The palace is beautifully preserved and looks just like it did when the king 
lived there.carefully preserved The town’s colonial architecture has been carefully 

preserved.lovingly preserved (=with a lot of care) A two-year restoration has lovingly 
preserved the castle’s original features.PHRASESpreserve sth for posterity/future 
generations (=so that people in the future can enjoy it) Given its significance in the 

history of Western culture, this is a building that must be preserved for posterity. 

president /ˈprezədənt, ˈprezɪdənt/ noun  1. the official leader of a country that 

does not have a king or queenADJECTIVESthe US/French/Russian etc 

president The US president is having talks with the Japanese foreign minister.the vice 
president The vice president will be in charge of the country while the president is 
away.a Democratic/Republican/Socialist etc president Clinton became the 

first Democratic president for more than a decade.the former/previous 
president The former president left the country in order to avoid arrest.the incoming 
president also the president elect formal (=the person who is about to become 

president) The incoming president will have a lot of problems to deal 
with. | France’s president elect is due in Rome tomorrow.the outgoing 
president (=the person who is about to stop being president) The outgoing 

president gave his final speech to Congress.the incumbent president formal (=the 
person who is president when there is an election to choose a new 
president) The incumbent president is expected to win.an interim 

president (=someone who is president for a short period, before a new president is 
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officially chosen) He was appointed interim president after the former leader died.a 

lame-duck president (=a president who has lost his or her power at an election) He 
was a lame-duck president in the final weeks of office.VERBSbecome president Barack 

Obama became the 44th president of the United States.elect a president He 
was elected president by a small majority.run for president (=try to be elected as 
president) She is thinking of running for president next year.be sworn in as 

president also be inaugurated as president formal (=officially become president at 
a special ceremony) He will be sworn in as president in January.serve as 
president (=have the job of president) Nixon served as president from 1969 to 

1974.impeach a president (=formally accuse a president of a serious crime) They 
threatened to impeach the president for lying to 

Congress. President or president?You use President before a name, for  

example President Kennedy. You usually use president when talking about the  

job: He wants to become president. 2. the person who has the highest position in a 

company or organizationADJECTIVES/NOUNS + presidenta company 
president The company president announced his resignation.a university/college 
president AmE The article was written by the Princeton University president.a club 

president Members will meet to choose a new club president.the vice/deputy 
president She became vice president of the college debating society.the national 
president Smith lost his job as national president of the Farmworkers’ 

Union.VERBSbecome president He became president of the International College of 
Surgeons.appoint sb president (=give someone the job of president) He 
was appointed president of the Hungarian National Bank. 

press1 /pres/ verb  1. to push something such as a button or pedal with your 

finger or your footNOUNSpress a switch/button/buzzer The 
man pressed a button and the gate opened.press the accelerator especially 

BrE press the gas pedal AmE She pressed the accelerator and the car picked up 
speed.press your horn (=make a loud warning noise to other drivers) The driver 
behind me kept pressing his horn.press a key (=on a keyboard, especially on a 

computer) I must have pressed the wrong key.press Delete/Return/Save etc When 

you’ve finished working on the file, press 'Save'.THESAURUS: presssqueezeto  

press something inwards from both sides:It’s one of those balls that make a funny 

noise when you squeeze it. | Squeeze the lemon and add the juice to the 

sauce.squashto press something against a surface accidentally and damage it by  

making it flat:Don’t squash the tomatoes. | He sat on my hat and squashed it.crushto  

press something very hard so that it breaks into very small pieces, or is very badly  

damaged:Crush two cloves of garlic. | The front of the car was completely crushed in  

the accident.mashto press cooked vegetables or fruit until they are soft and 

smooth:Mash the potatoes while they are warm. | Babies love mashed 

bananas.grindto press something solid until it becomes a powder, using a machine or  

tool:They use a machine to grind the corn. | We always have freshly  

ground coffee.2. to push something against or into somethingADVERBSpress sth 

firmly He pressed the cork firmly into the bottle.PREPOSITIONSpress sth against 
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sth She pressed her face against the window and tried to see what was 

happening.press sth to sth I had to press the phone to my ear in order to hear her 
voice.press sth into sth His grandfather pressed some money into his hand. 

press2 /pres/ noun  newspapers and magazines, or the people who produce 

reports for them GrammarYou usually say the press. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + pressthe 

national/local press There was very little about the incident in the national 

press. | Evening classes are advertised in the local press.the British/American etc 
press The British press loves stories about the royal family.the foreign press African 
countries want the foreign press to report African affairs.a free press (=whose reports 

are not restricted by the government) I am glad that we have a free press in this 
country.the tabloid/popular press (=popular newspapers with a lot of stories about 
famous people etc, rather than serious news) He regularly appeared in the tabloid 

press alongside well-known actresses.the quality press (=intended for educated 
people) The book received excellent reviews in the quality press.the mainstream 
press (=those read by most people) The issue was ignored by the mainstream 

press.the gutter press BrE disapproving (=newspapers that print shocking stories 
about people’s private lives) Details of the singer’s sex life often appeared in the gutter 
press.the music/financial/sporting press The band was widely praised by the music 

press.VERBStalk/speak to the press He is reluctant to talk to the press.tell the 
press sth “It was a really tough decision,” she told the press.leak sth to the 
press (=give them secret information in an unofficial way) The confidential report 

was leaked to the press.press + NOUNSa press conference (=a meeting at which 
someone answers questions from reporters) The police held a press conference to 
announce a new development in the case.press reports According to press reports, he 

was suffering from exhaustion.press coverage (=articles about something in 
newspapers) The event received a lot of press coverage.a press release (=an official 
statement giving information to reporters) The company issued a press release giving 

details of its plans.a press photographer A group of press photographers was waiting 
for her outside.a press clipping also a press cutting BrE (=a short piece of writing 
cut out from a newspaper or magazine) He showed me some old press cuttings about 

the case.PREPOSITIONSin the press The incident was not reported in the 
press.PHRASESthe freedom of the press also press freedom These restrictions are 
an attack on the freedom of the press.get/have a bad/good press (=be criticized or 

praised in newspapers) Bankers have had a bad press recently. 

pressure /ˈpreʃə $ -ər/ noun  1. attempts to persuade or force someone to do 

somethingADJECTIVESstrong/intense pressure There was strong pressure for a 

change of leadership.considerable/great/enormous etc pressure The unions are 
under considerable pressure to accept the company’s offer.increasing/mounting 
pressure There was increasing pressure on the government to cut the tax on 

fuel.constant pressure I am under constant pressure from my family to get 
married.public/popular pressure (=pressure from the public) He faces 
mounting public pressure to resign.international pressure (=from many 

countries) The country’s leadership is sensitive to international 
pressure.political/diplomatic/economic pressure The decision was changed 
because of political pressure from Washington. | The announcement of a ceasefire came 

after intense diplomatic pressure from the US.peer pressure (=pressure to behave in 
a certain way by people you know who are the same age as you) Teenage boys often 
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start drinking alcohol because of peer pressure.social pressure People sometimes feel 

they have to buy things because of social pressure.VERBSput pressure on 
sb also exert pressure on sb formal His family are putting pressure on him to get 

married. | They exerted pressure on their colleagues to vote for the change.increase 
the pressure The international community is increasing the pressure for a peaceful 
settlement.keep up/maintain the pressure We must keep up the pressure until they 

change their minds.come under pressure (=be affected by pressure) The new prime 
minister has already come under pressure to resign.feel pressure I felt a lot of 
pressure to go to university, but I wanted to be an artist. | Journalists say 

they feel no pressure to present a government point of view.resist pressure He 
is resisting pressure to cancel the project.bow to/give in to pressure (=do what 
people want you to do) Her father eventually gave in to pressure and agreed to lend 

them the money.respond to pressure (=do something as a result of pressure) The 
government responded to public pressure and changed the law.PREPOSITIONSpressure 
for sth The government has been slow to respond to pressure for change.pressure on 

sb There is a lot of pressure on girls to be slim.pressure from sb The exam was 
changed as a result of pressure from schools.be under pressure to do sth Apple 
growers are under pressure from the public to use fewer chemicals.PHRASESput sb 

under pressure (=put a lot of pressure on them) The men were put under pressure to 
sign the confessions.bring pressure to bear on sb (=put pressure on 
them) Pressure must be brought to bear on the government to reform the 

system.2. things that make you feel worried, especially because you feel you have too 
many things to doVERBScope with/handle the pressure (=deal with it 
successfully) If you cannot handle the pressure, you shouldn’t be a manager.increase 

the pressure These tests will increase the pressure on students.ease/reduce the 
pressure The deal would ease the financial pressure on both 
companies.PREPOSITIONSthe pressure on sb He wants to ease the pressure on his 

players.PHRASESbe under a lot of/considerable etc pressure The doctor made the 
mistake because he was under a lot of pressure.pressure(s) of work He said he 
couldn’t see her because of the pressure of work.the pressures of life She found it 

hard to cope with the pressures of life.3. force when you press against 
somethingADJECTIVESgentle/light/slight pressure Apply gentle pressure when 
giving a massage.firm pressure Firm pressure is needed so that the bandage sticks to 

the skin.VERBSput pressure on sth Put some pressure on the wound to help stop the 
bleeding.apply/exert pressure Don’t apply too much pressure or you’ll damage the 
surface of the pot.feel the pressure of sth She felt the gentle pressure of his hand on 

her back.4. the amount of force that a gas or liquid producesADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ pressurehigh/low pressure The tank contains gas at high pressure.air 
pressure The air pressure is lower in the mountains.blood pressure His blood 

pressure was always high.atmospheric pressure (=the pressure exerted by the 
Earth’s atmosphere) Just before a storm there is a drop in atmospheric 
pressure.constant pressure The boiling point of water remains the same at constant 

pressure.VERBSthe pressure increases/builds up Pressure builds up beneath the 
volcano.the pressure drops/falls The engine pressure was dropping. 

prestige /preˈstiːʒ/ noun  the respect or admiration that something has, 

especially a company or organizationADJECTIVESgreat/enormous/immense 
prestige The professor used to enjoy enormous prestige within his 
profession.personal prestige Winning the championship earned him personal 
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prestige.social prestige Being a doctor carries a lot of social 

prestige.international/national prestige Hosting the Olympic Games would add to 
our country’s international prestige.VERBShave prestige Cornell is one of the most 

famous universities in the US, and has considerable prestige.enjoy prestige (=have 
prestige – more formal) He enjoys the prestige of being a very wealthy man.gain/win 
prestige The firm gained a lot of prestige for its products.increase sth’s 

prestige also enhance sth’s prestige formal The king wanted 
to enhance his prestige through war.PHRASESpower and prestige She occupies a 

position of great power and prestige within the company.THESAURUS: 

prestige→ reputation 

prestigious adjective  admired as one of the best and most importantNOUNSa 

prestigious award/prize She won France’s most prestigious literary award.a 
prestigious event/competition South Africa was the first African nation to host 

the prestigious event.a prestigious university/college/school/institution It is 
Dublin’s oldest and most prestigious university.a prestigious location/address Their 
stores are generally in prestigious and expensive locations.a prestigious company He 

is on the boards of several prestigious companies.a prestigious brand/name The 
company owns some of the world’s most prestigious luxury brand names.a prestigious 
journal Her paper was published in a prestigious scientific journal.ADVERBShighly 

prestigious He was accepted at a highly prestigious college. 

pretence BrE pretense AmE /prɪˈtens $ ˈpriːtens/ noun  a way of behaving 

which is intended to make people believe something that is not trueADJECTIVESan 

elaborate pretence (=carefully planned and carried out) He made an elaborate 
pretence of yawning and said he was going to bed.an absurd pretence Why do we 
keep up this absurd pretence?VERBSmake no pretence I made no pretence of having 

any great musical knowledge.make a pretence Steve made a vague pretence at being 
interested.keep up/maintain a pretence She kept up the pretence that her husband 
had died in order to claim the insurance money.abandon/give up/drop a 

pretence Maria had abandoned any pretence of believing what he said.PREPOSITIONSa 
pretence of/at sth No one was deceived by his pretence at being 
busy.PHRASESunder the pretence of doing sth He stole her money under the 

pretence of helping her to invest it. 

pretend /prɪˈtend/ verb  to deliberately behave as though something is true 

when it is not, either for fun or to deceive someoneADVERBSsb is just pretending He’s 

not asleep – he’s just pretending.pretend otherwise (=pretend that something 
different is true) I can’t marry her and to pretend otherwise would be 
wrong.VERBSpretend not to notice/hear/see She pretended not to notice that he 

was standing next to her.let’s pretend... Let’s pretend we’re on the moon.stop 
pretending Stop pretending you don’t love him!sb can’t go on pretending 
sth (=they cannot continue pretending) We can’t go on pretending that everything is 

OK.pretend + NOUNSpretend ignorance (=pretend that you do not know) To pretend 

ignorance of the situation would be irresponsible.THESAURUS: pretendactto  

behave in a particular way – often used when saying that someone is pretending that  

something is true, when it is not:Paul acted as if nothing was wrong. | She always acts  

like she’s pleased to see me, but I’m sure she’s not. | He enjoyed acting the 
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fool (=pretending to be stupid) and couldn’t care less about his studies. | The boy 

acted all innocent and said that he knew nothing about the money. | I tried to act the 

good housewife when I got married.make out sth informalto pretend that something  

is true, in order to avoid doing something or to deceive someone:I didn’t want to go,  

so I made out I was busy. | She always makes out that she doesn’t have any 

money.be putting it on informalto be pretending to be ill, hurt etc, especially in order  

to avoid doing something, or to make other people feel sympathy for you:She’s not  

really upset, she’s just putting it on.feign interest/surprise/ignorance/illness  

etc formalto pretend that you are interested, surprised etc:“Oh really!” he said, trying  

to feign interest. | Sometimes it’s best just to feign ignorance (=pretend that you do 

not know).keep up appearancesto pretend that your life is happy and successful,  

especially when you have suffered some kind of trouble or loss:Although we were poor,  

our family always tried to keep up appearances. | She did her best to keep up 

appearances after her husband left her.TO PRETEND TO BE SOMEONE OR  

SOMETHINGimpersonateto copy the way that a famous person speaks and behaves, in  

order to entertain people, or to pretend to have an official job, in order to trick  

people:He’s brilliant at impersonating the president. | It’s illegal to impersonate a  

police officer.pose as sbto pretend to be someone else, especially someone in an  

official position, so that it is easier for you to do something bad or illegal:He posed as a  

doctor to gain access to the hospital. | There have been cases of thieves posing as  

telephone engineers.masquerade as sb/sth disapprovingto pretend to be someone 

or something else – used especially when saying that someone or something is not  

who they claim to be:Their advertisements are always full of people in white coats  

masquerading as scientists. | It’s not real news – it’s government propaganda  

masquerading as news.  

pretext /ˈpriːtekst/ noun  a false reason given for an action, in order to hide the 

real reasonADJECTIVESa false pretext He was imprisoned on a false pretext.a flimsy 

pretext (=people do not believe it) He was gunned down by police on the flimsy 
pretext that he showed resistance to arrest.a convenient pretext National security is 
being used by the government as a convenient pretext to introduce identity 

cards.VERBSuse sth as a pretext The fight against terrorism must not be used as a 
pretext for restricting human rights.provide a pretext The 
incident provided the pretext for war.invent/find a pretext He would 

often find some pretext to go out in the evening alone.PREPOSITIONSa pretext for 
sth She wondered what excuse she might use as a pretext for calling on 
him.PHRASESon/under the pretext of doing sth She left the room on the pretext 

of having to make an important telephone call.on/at the slightest pretext The union 
was infamous for going on strike at the slightest pretext. 

pretty adjective (prettierprettiest)  pleasant to look atNOUNSa pretty 

girl/woman A pretty girl sat next to him on the bus. | Companies often use pictures 
of pretty women to advertise their products.pretty face/eyes/mouth Natalie has 

a pretty face and a lovely smile.pretty dress/shoes I like your dress – it’s 
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really pretty.a pretty place/town/village/house The village looks pretty in the 

summer, when all the flowers are out. | It’s a pretty place and it’s very popular with 
tourists.pretty countryside The countryside around Oxford is really pretty.a pretty 

picture His paintings are more than just pretty pictures.VERBSlook pretty The 
garden looked pretty in the morning sun.PHRASESa pretty little... There was a pretty 
little bird outside my bedroom window.sth is not a pretty sight informal (=it does not 

look good) His stomach was not a pretty sight.THESAURUS: pretty→ beautiful  

prevalent adjective  THESAURUS > common (1) 

prevent /prɪˈvent/ verb  to stop something from happening, or stop someone 

from doing somethingNOUNSprevent (a) disease Taking regular exercise helps 
to prevent heart disease.prevent an accident/disaster To prevent accidents, guns 

should not be loaded when being cleaned.prevent an attack Four soldiers were killed 
while trying to prevent an attack on a government building.prevent violence Police 
officers have been sent to the area to prevent possible violence.prevent damage Wrap 

the china carefully to prevent damage.prevent loss Buildings are insulated 
to prevent heat loss.prevent the spread of sth Good hygiene is essential to prevent 
the spread of disease.prevent the development of sth This treatment could prevent 

the development of diabetes.prevent the use of sth These measures prevent the use 
of tobacco in public places.prevent a repeat/recurrence of sth The club is hoping 
that extra security will prevent a repeat of last week’s violent scenes.VERBStry to 

prevent sth also attempt to prevent sth formal She tried to prevent me from 
coming.fail to prevent sth He braked, but failed to prevent a collision.be 
designed/intended to prevent sth The law is designed to prevent fraud.help to 

prevent sth Keeping a wound clean can help to prevent infections.take action to 
prevent sth It is time for the government to take action to 
prevent crime.ADVERBSsuccessfully prevent sth Protesters have successfully 

prevented the demolition team from starting their work.effectively prevent sth (=the 
effect is to prevent something) The steep steps to the building effectively 
prevent wheelchair users from getting in.PREPOSITIONSprevent sb/sth from doing 

sth His back injury may prevent him from playing in tomorrow’s game. 

prevention /prɪˈvenʃən/ noun  stopping something bad from happeningNOUNS 

+ preventioncrime prevention More money needs to be spent on crime prevention.fire 

prevention The fire department can give you advice on fire prevention.accident 
prevention Accident prevention is extremely important and people need to take it 
more seriously.flood prevention The dam was built in order to improve flood 

prevention.disease prevention There has been a lot of research into disease 
prevention.fraud prevention The bank is examining its fraud 
prevention methods.drug prevention (=preventing people from taking illegal 

drugs) He is a leading drug prevention expert.prevention + NOUNSa prevention 
programme BrE a prevention program AmE Huge amounts of money were spent on 
AIDS prevention programs.a prevention strategy A more effective flood prevention 

strategy is needed.a prevention measure (=a way of preventing something) People 
are advised to take crime prevention measures such as not leaving anything in their 
cars at night.ADJECTIVESeffective prevention Effective flood prevention is needed 

urgently.PREPOSITIONSthe prevention of sth New technology can be used in 
the prevention of crime. 
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previous AC /ˈpriːviəs/ adjective  the previous person, thing, or time is the one 

before the one you are talking aboutNOUNSthe previous year/day/month etc When 
I spoke to her the previous day, she seemed fine. | The temperature is higher than 
in previous years.a previous occasion/time She had been warned on four previous 

occasions about being late for work.the previous chapter/section/paragraph As we 
saw in a previous chapter, a number of different factors are involved.the previous 
government/president/chairman etc Previous governments have failed to deal with 

the problem of climate change.the previous owner The furniture was left by the 
house’s previous owner.sb’s previous wife/husband etc Diana asked him about 
his previous girlfriends.a previous marriage/relationship She has two children from 

a previous marriage.a previous job/career I had been very well paid in my previous 
job.previous experience The interviewer asked him whether he had any previous 
experience.a previous conviction (=occasions when a court has found you guilty of a 

crime) The lawyer told the judge that Kennedy had no previous 

convictions. Previous, former, or old?Former is more formal than previous. It is  

used to describe a person or thing that used to have a particular job or  

position: George Bush is the former president of the United  

States. her former husband Krakow was the former capital of Poland Former is also  

used about countries that used to exist: the former Soviet Union.Old is more informal  

than previous. It is used about people you knew or things you had in the past  

: my old boss her old boyfriend our old TV my old school. It is also used about things  

that existed in the past and have been replaced by a newer thing: The new stadium is  

much bigger than the old one. THESAURUS: previouslastused when talking  

about the one that you had just before now, or the one that existed just before 

now:The last apartment we lived in was much smaller than this one. | Ben’s last  

girlfriend was a teacher. | Beth broke up with her last boyfriend because he drank too 

much.oldused when talking about people you knew or things you had in the past, or  

about things that existed in the past and have been replaced by newer things:I never  

liked my old boss. | I saw Phil with one of my old girlfriends. | The new stadium is  

much bigger than the old one. | He was my old maths  

teacher.preceding formalcoming just before the time or thing you have just  

mentioned, or before the part of a book where you are now:There were fewer crimes  

compared to the preceding year. | The author dealt with this subject in the preceding  

chapters of the book. | In the preceding section of the poem, Whitman is talking about  

how important it is to live in the present.former formalused to describe someone or  

something that used to have a particular job or position but does not any more:her  

former husband | the former US president | Kyoto was the former capital of Japan.ex-

wife/-boyfriend/-soldier etcsomeone who used to be someone’s wife, used to be a  
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soldier etc, but is not any more:Her dad’s an ex-policeman. | Lydia is still friends with  

her ex-husband.the one beforethe person or thing that existed before the one you 

have just mentioned:I didn’t enjoy Spielberg’s last film but I thought the one before 

was all right. | Each year, the convention is a little larger than the one before  

price1 /praɪs/ noun  1. the amount of money you have to pay for 

somethingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + pricea high price Fuel prices remain high.a low 
price With such low prices, there are lots of eager buyers.a reasonable/fair 

price The price was reasonable for such good food. | I am sure we can agree on 
a fair price.a good price Did you get a good price for your car?an affordable 
price (=not too high) They sell quality furniture at affordable prices.an astronomical 

price (=extremely high) Many fans paid astronomical prices for their tickets.an 
exorbitant/extortionate price (=much too high) £10,000 seemed an exorbitant 
price for the rug.an inflated price (=higher than is usual or reasonable) People seem 

willing to pay inflated prices for houses in central London.a competitive price (=lower 
than or similar to those of other companies) The company wants to keep its prices 
competitive.half price The bread was being sold off at half price.full price I didn’t 

pay full price for it – I got 20% off.the wholesale price (=the price that a business 
such as a shop pays for something) Wholesale coffee prices have fallen.the retail 

price (=the price that people pay for something in a shop) Tax is 40% of the retail 
price of a typical bottle of wine.Don’t say a convenient price. Say a reasonable 
price or a fair price.NOUNS + pricefood/energy/fuel etc prices A poor harvest led to 

higher food prices. | People have been hit hard by rising fuel prices.property/house 
prices House prices have gone up again.ticket price The usual ticket price at the 
museum is £10 for adults and £5 for children.a bargain price also a 

knockdown/giveaway price (=much lower than usual) We sell quality cars 
at bargain prices. | The house is available at a knockdown price of $195,000.the 
asking price (=the amount of money that someone is asking for something, especially 

a house) They offered less than the asking price.the purchase price formal (=the 
price that someone pays for something, especially a house) You can obtain a loan for 
up to 90% of the purchase price.the market price (=the price of something on a 

market at a particular time) We think the stock’s current market price is too 
high.price + VERBSa price goes up/rises/increases When supplies go down, prices 
go up.a price goes down/falls/decreases In real terms, the price of clothes 

has fallen over the last ten years.a price shoots up/soars/rockets (=increases 
quickly by a large amount) The price of oil soared in the 1970s.prices 
fluctuate (=keep going up and down) Gas prices have continued to fluctuate in recent 

months.prices start from £200/$300 etc Ticket prices start from £39.prices range 
from £30 to £65 etc Over 1,000 paintings will be shown with prices ranging 
from £50 to £5,000.VERBS + priceput up/increase/raise a price Manufacturers have 

had to put their prices up.cut/lower/reduce a price The company 
recently cut the price of its best-selling car.slash a price informal (=reduce it by a 
very large amount) Many carpet stores have slashed prices to bring in 

customers.charge a price Companies that charge very high prices will go out of 
business.ask a price (=ask someone to pay it – usually used when a person rather 
than a company is selling something) What price is he asking for his car?pay a 

price I paid a very reasonable price for my guitar.get a good/reasonable etc 
price Farmers should get a decent price for their crops.set a price He has not 
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yet set a price on the land.agree on a price I finally managed to agree on a price with 

the carpet salesman.sth fetches a good/high etc price BrE sth brings a 
good/high etc price AmE (=it is sold for a lot of money) I’m sure the painting 

would fetch a good price in London.negotiate a price You can often negotiate a 
better price.fix a price (=decide on it, sometimes illegally with others) Publishers are 
not permitted to fix prices with one another.price + NOUNSa price 

cut/reduction There are big price cuts on electrical goods.a price 
rise/increase The price rises will affect everyone, but especially the poor.a price 
freeze (=when prices are kept at the same level by a company or by the 

government) The company announced a price freeze on all its 
products.PREPOSITIONSthe price of sth He asked the price of the book.a price for 
sth They agreed a price for the land.PHRASESa fall/drop in prices Poor demand led to 

a sharp drop in prices.a rise in prices The sharp rise in wholesale food prices will have 
to be passed on to customers.sth is in/outside sb’s price range (=it has a price that 
someone can or cannot afford) Unfortunately, there was nothing in our price 

range.THESAURUS: pricecostthe amount of money that you have to pay for  

services, activities, or things you need such as food and electricity:The cost of the two-

day course is $1,295. | There has been a sudden increase in energy costs. | Many 

banks are raising the cost of borrowing.valuethe amount of money that something is  

worth and that people are willing to pay if it is sold:The value of the painting was  

estimated at £500,000. | Fine wines may increase in value. | The shares have gone 

down in value.THESAURUS: price→ cost1 (1)2. something unpleasant that you 

suffer in order to have something good, or because of a mistake or bad 
actionVERBSpay a price (=used when something bad happens to you because of what 
you have done or another person has done) We paid a heavy price for our 

mistakes.come at a (high) price (=involve suffering or a bad result) He warned that 
success comes at a price.exact a price formal (=make someone suffer) The success of 
the nation’s businesses has exacted a dreadful price from the people.ADJECTIVESa high 

price Smokers often pay a high price in terms of their health.a heavy price Any 
country breaking international law will be made to pay a heavy price.a terrible 
price The sport can exact a terrible price from its participants.PREPOSITIONSthe price 

of sth Constant public attention is the price of fame.PHRASESsth is a small price to 
pay (=something is worth it in order to achieve something important) Changing his job 
would be a small price to pay to save his marriage. 

price2 /praɪs/ verb  to decide the price of something that is for 

saleADVERBShighly priced (=expensive) The clothes shops all seemed to be full 
of highly priced designer clothes.reasonably priced (=not too expensive) The food 

was good and reasonably priced.moderately priced (=not expensive) It is very good 
for a moderately priced wine.attractively priced (=not expensive) These models 
are attractively priced at £32.competitively/keenly priced (=not expensive 

compared with similar things) Lower costs meant that Japanese exports 
remained competitively priced.modestly priced (=cheap) You can get some 
very modestly priced furniture there.PREPOSITIONSbe priced at £10/$50 etc All 

tickets are priced at £35. 

priceless adjective  THESAURUS > valuable (1) 
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pricey adjective  THESAURUS > expensive 

prickly adjective  THESAURUS > sharp (1) 

pride /praɪd/ noun  1. a feeling that you are proud of something that you or 

someone connected with you has achievedADJECTIVESgreat/immense pride (=a lot 
of pride) She remembers her achievement with great pride. | He takes immense 

pride in his grandson.justifiable pride (=that you are right to have) He talks 
with justifiable pride of his father’s actions during the war.national pride (=in your 
country) A flag is a symbol of national pride.civic pride (=in your town or city) The 

museum is a vital source of civic pride.VERBSfeel pride I can’t describe 
the pride I felt when he received his degree.take pride in sth (=feel proud of 
something) She takes pride in her beautiful gardens.give sb pride Being a member of 

this team gives me great pride.be bursting with pride (=feel very proud) I could see 
that her mother was bursting with pride.swell with pride (=start to feel very 
proud) He would swell with pride when he talked about his restaurant.glow with 

pride (=look very proud) “I knew he could do it,” she said, glowing with pride.express 
pride The president expressed pride that his country had been chosen to host the 
games.PREPOSITIONSpride in sth His pride in his Italian heritage is obvious.with 

pride He wore his medals with pride.PHRASESa sense of pride I still feel a sense of 
pride at having been a member of the regiment.sth is a source of pride (=it is a 
reason to feel proud) The Chinese Olympic Games were a source of pride to the whole 

country.a glow of pride literary (=a feeling of pride) As she thought about her 
children, she felt a glow of pride.2. a feeling that you respect yourself and deserve to 
be respectedADJECTIVES/NOUNS + pridepersonal pride Winning the game was a 

matter of personal pride.professional pride Professional pride demanded that she do 
the job properly.national/regional/local pride The comedian had to apologize for his 
comments, which had wounded local pride.family pride The people are concerned 

more with family pride than anything else.VERBShurt/wound/injure sb’s pride She 
had hurt his pride by rejecting him.restore some pride A victory for the team 
would restore some national pride.salvage some pride (=not lose all your pride) He 

managed to salvage some pride by winning one of the games.PHRASESa matter of 
pride They all felt they had to finish the race, as a matter of pride.a blow to sb’s 
pride He suffered a blow to his pride when he was made redundant.sb’s pride is at 

stake (=they might lose it) This is an important competition – there is local pride at 
stake. 

priest /priːst/ noun [C]  someone who is specially trained to perform religious 

duties and ceremonies in the Christian church and in some other religions such as 
BuddhismADJECTIVES/NOUNS + priesta Catholic/Buddhist priest Catholic priests 
wear white robes at Christmas and Easter. | The garden was designed centuries ago by 

Zen Buddhist priests.a woman priest Some members of the church are opposed to the 
idea of women priests.VERBSbecome a priest Maciel decided to become a priest at the 
age of 16. | Her son is training to become a priest.be ordained as a priest (=be given 

the position of priest at an official ceremony) The Church of England voted to allow 

women to be ordained as priests.THESAURUS: priestvicara priest in the Church  

of England who is in charge of a church in a particular area:our local  

vicarpreachersomeone who gives the sermon (=a religious talk as part of a church  

service) in some Protestant churches:a Methodist preacherministerthe formal word for  
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any priest in some branches of the Christian church:In 1843, 450 ministers of the 

church broke away from the established church of Scotland.bishopa priest of high rank  

in some branches of the Christian church, who is the head of all the churches and 

priests in a large area:the Bishop of Oxford | a meeting of bishopschaplainsomeone,  

especially a priest, who takes care of the religious needs of an organization such as a  

college, hospital, prison, or the armed forces:the prison chaplain | an army 

chaplainpastor AmEsomeone who is in charge of the prayers, ceremonies etc in some 

branches of the Protestant church:Rahho spent his career as a local pastor to his  

community of around 20,000 Christians. | a Baptist pastorrabbithe person who is in  

charge of the prayers, ceremonies etc in the Jewish religion:Israel’s chief  

rabbismullaha Muslim teacher of law and religion:The people turned to their traditional  

leaders, the mullahs.holy mansomeone who is treated with great respect by people  

who belong to a religion:A Sadhu, or Hindu holy man, was performing yoga on the 

banks of the River Ganges.the clergythe official leaders in organized religions, such as  

the priests, rabbis, and mullahs:Around 30 members of the clergy gathered for the 

meeting.clergymana male member of the clergy – used especially in the past:His  

youngest son decided to become a clergyman.  

primary /ˈpraɪməri $ -meri/ adjective  THESAURUS > main 

primitive /ˈprɪmətɪv, ˈprɪmɪtɪv/ adjective  1. belonging to a simple way of life 

that existed in the past, without modern industries and machinesNOUNSa primitive 
society/culture Primitive societies did not have the modern technology we rely on 
today. | Many primitive cultures did not possess a writing system.primitive 

man/people Primitive man made fire by rubbing wooden sticks together. | These so-
called primitive people actually had a complex culture.a primitive form of sth Experts 
believe that the object may be a primitive form of musical instrument.primitive 

art Primitive art has long been admired by great Western artists.a primitive 
religion Primitive religions often have gods that look or behave like people.a primitive 
tribe The Andaman and Nicobar islands are the home of six primitive tribes.2. a 

primitive animal or plant has a simple structure or bodyNOUNSa primitive life 
form/form of life The planet Mars may be able to support primitive life forms such as 
bacteria.a primitive animal/creature Jellyfish and corals are primitive creatures that 

are found in the ocean.a primitive plant Coal is formed from the remains of primitive 
plants. 

principal /ˈprɪnsəpəl/ adjective  THESAURUS > main 

principle AC /ˈprɪnsəpəl, ˈprɪnsɪpəl/ noun  1. a moral rule or belief about what is 

right and wrong that influences how you behave GrammarUsually plural in this  

meaning. ADJECTIVEShigh/strict principles (=that are of a very high standard) He 

was a lawyer who was famous for his high principles.strong principles (=that 
someone believes in very strongly) My father was a man of strong principles.moral 

principles I don’t eat meat – it is against my moral principles.religious/Christian etc 
principles Doesn’t working on Sunday conflict with your religious 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1682] 

principles?political/socialist etc principles Would he stick to his socialist 

principles after being elected prime minister?VERBShave principles I never cheat, 
because I have principles.stick to your principles (=follow them, even when this is 

difficult) I respect him for sticking to his principles.betray/compromise your 
principles (=do something that is against your principles) I knew I could lie to help 
him, but it would be betraying my principles.abandon your principles (=stop 

believing in them or trying to act by them) He was accused of abandoning his 
political principles when he was in power.PREPOSITIONSon principle (=because of a 
principle) I am opposed to capital punishment on principle.sth is against sb’s 

principles It is against my principles to kill any living thing.PHRASESas a matter of 
principle (=because of a principle) As a matter of principle one should never give in to 
terrorists.a man/woman of principle (=someone with strong moral ideas) He is the 

only candidate who has demonstrated that he is a man of principle.2. the basic idea 
that a plan or system is based onADJECTIVESa general/broad principle He explained 
the general principles of the constitution.an important/key principle One important 

principle is that you should reward yourself for your success.a central/core 
principle The party must not change its central principles.a 
basic/fundamental/underlying principle Applicants should show that they 

understand the basic principles of marketing.a guiding principle (=a principle that 
helps you decide what to do) Fairness is the guiding principle.first principles (=the 
most basic ideas that something is based on) The researchers went back to first 

principles.VERBSbe based on a principle The structure of the organization was based 
on the principle of equality.a principle applies The same principle applies to all kinds 
of selling.a principle underlies sth What are the principles underlying this form of 

treatment?establish a principle (=make it accepted) Establish the principle that when 
your office door is shut you must not be disturbed.lay down a principle (=describe a 
principle and make it accepted) The report lays down general principles for the teaching 

of English to speakers of other languages.apply/follow/use a 
principle Follow the principles of cooking that have been laid down by great 
chefs.support a principle They supported the principle of free health 

care.PREPOSITIONSthe principle behind sth The basic principle behind all 
refrigerators is the same. 

prior AC /ˈpraɪə $ praɪr/ adjective formal  existing, arranged, or given before 

somethingNOUNSprior knowledge He denied having prior knowledge of the 
robbery.prior experience She had no prior experience of teaching.prior 
approval/consent/permission A sale of the factory will need the prior approval of 

shareholders.prior agreement We will not give this information to anyone without 
your prior agreement.a prior engagement/commitment (=something else that you 
have already promised to do) The prime minister was unable to attend owing to a prior 

engagement.prior warning/notice/notification Did the police have prior warning of 
the attack?by prior arrangement Visitors can tour the house by prior arrangement. 

prioritize AC also prioritise BrE /praɪˈɒrətaɪz, praɪˈɒrɪtaɪz $ -ˈɔːr-/ verb  to put 

several tasks, problems etc in order of importance, so that you can deal with the most 
important ones firstNOUNSprioritize your work It is important that students learn 
to prioritize their work.prioritize needs/requirements A hospital doctor has 

to prioritize the needs of different patients.prioritize tasks/projects She needs 
to prioritize her various tasks and decide how much time to spend on each 
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one.PREPOSITIONSprioritize sth over sth The manager decides which projects 

to prioritize over others. 

priority AC /praɪˈɒrəti, praɪˈɒrɪti $ -ˈɔːr-/ noun  1. the thing that you think is 

most important and that needs attention before anything elseADJECTIVESa high 

priority (=very important) Right now, the environment is a high priority.a low 
priority (=not very important) At that time, architecture was a low priority.sb’s 
top/main/number one priority Controlling spending is his top priority.sb’s first 

priority The first priority for most unemployed people is obtaining a job.the 
overriding priority (=the most important one) Reducing inflation must be the 
government’s overriding priority.sb’s immediate priority (=which must be dealt with 

immediately) Their immediate priority was to find somewhere to sleep that night.an 
urgent priority He sees these negotiations as an urgent priority.VERBSmake sth a 
priority He promised to make education a priority.set priorities (=decide what the 

priorities are) With any new project, it’s important to set priorities.sort out your 
priorities (=decide which things are the most important as a way of dealing with a 
situation) If you’ve got a lot of things to do, sort out your priorities.sb’s priorities 

change As you get older, your priorities may change.sth remains a priority The issue 
of health care remains a priority.PHRASESa list/set of priorities Marriage isn’t very 

high on my list of priorities.in order of priority (=with the most important first) They 
asked voters to list issues in order of priority.get your priorities right also get your 
priorities straight AmE (=pay attention to what is most important) Get your priorities 

right and don’t spend time on unimportant things.2. the right to be given attention first 
and before other people or thingsVERBShave priority Doctors have to choose which 
patients should have priority.get priority Murder cases get priority.take priority (=be 

given most or earliest attention) Winning the war took priority over everything 
else.give priority to sb/sth The hospital always gives priority to emergency 
cases.PREPOSITIONSpriority over sth/sb Boys’ education was given priority over girls’ 

education. If someone has priority on a road, other vehicles have to stop and let  

them go first: Ambulances have priority over other vehicles.  

prison /ˈprɪzən/ noun  a building where people are kept as a punishment for a 

crime, or while they are waiting for their trialVERBSgo to prison She went to prison for 
murder.put sb in prison I do not think mentally ill people should be put in prison.send 

sb to prison I was afraid I might get sent to prison.throw sb in/into prison (=put 
someone in prison, often unfairly) The men were arrested and thrown into 
prison.release sb from prison/let sb out of prison He was released from prison six 

weeks ago. | When is he going to be let out of prison?leave/come out of/get out of 
prison He managed to find a job a month after he got out of prison.escape from 
prison Blake escaped from a Missouri prison last year.be transferred to a prison He 

was transferred to a prison nearer his home in Liverpool.prison + NOUNSa prison 
sentence/term (=a period of time in prison as a punishment) He is serving an eight-
year prison sentence for armed robbery.the prison system also the prison 

service BrE The prison system needs to be reformed.a prison cell (=a room where a 
prisoner lives) Each prison cell can hold up to four prisoners.a prison guard also a 
prison officer/warder BrE Last month, a prisoner attacked two prison officers with a 

knife.a prison governor BrE a prison warden AmE (=the person in charge of a 
prison) The prison governor said he could not accept any more prisoners.the prison 
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population (=all the prisoners in a country) The government wants to reduce the size 

of the prison population.a prison inmate (=someone who is kept in prison) Many of 

the other prison inmates claimed that they were innocent. People who are kept in  

prison are usually called prisoners. Prison inmates sound more  

formal. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + prisonan open prison BrE (=one where prisoners are 

given more freedom, usually because they have committed less serious crimes) After 
two years, he was transferred to an open prison.a maximum security 
prison (=where prisoners are closely guarded) He was sent to a maximum security 

prison where prisoners are kept in their cells almost 23 hours a day.PREPOSITIONSin 
prison No one knew she had been in prison.out of prison He has been out of 
prison for three years now.PHRASESspend/serve six months/two years etc in 

prison He spent four years in prison for burglary.spend/serve time in prison John 

had met Rick while serving time in prison.THESAURUS: prisonjaila prison, or a  

similar smaller building where prisoners are kept for a short time:The strikers were put  

in jail. | Grover got caught for not paying his taxes and was sent to jail. | 58% of  

prisoners are in jail for non-violent crimes. | This old building is the jail that Butch  

Cassidy escaped from in 1887. | He was taken to a cell in the Los Angeles County  

Jail.gaol /dʒeɪl/ BrEanother way of spelling jail. Gaol is less common than jail:He 

spent the night in gaol.penitentiary /ˌpenəˈtenʃəri, ˌpenɪˈtenʃəri/ AmEa large prison for  

people who are guilty of serious crimes:the Ohio State Penitentiary | The murderer  

served 10 years at the penitentiary in Stillwater. | We visited the abandoned federal  

penitentiary on Alcatraz Island.correctional facility AmE formalan official word for a  

prison:1,000 prisoners rioted at the North County Correctional Facility.detention 

centre BrE detention center AmEa place where young people who have done 

something illegal are kept, because they are too young to go to prison. Also used about  

a place where people who have entered a country illegally are kept:He is being held  

at the Harmondsworth detention centre, near Heathrow airport. | Kevin, who had been 

abandoned by his mother, had been in and out of detention centres all his  

life. | a juvenile detention center (=for young offenders)open prison BrEa prison in  

which prisoners have more freedom than in an ordinary prison, usually because their  

crimes were less serious:In some open prisons, prisoners are allowed to go home at  

weekends.cella small room in a prison or police station, where someone is kept as a  

punishment:a prison cell | Conditions were poor, and there were several prisoners to  

one cell (=in the same cell).  

prisoner /ˈprɪzənə $ -ər/ noun  someone who is kept in a prison as a legal 

punishment for a crime or while they are waiting for their trialADJECTIVESa political 

prisoner (=one who is in prison because of their political opinions) We demand that 
the military government free all political prisoners.an escaped prisoner Soldiers 
arrived, looking for escaped prisoners.a remand prisoner BrE (=one who is kept in 

prison until their trial is completed) The jail houses up to 200 remand prisoners.a 
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condemned prisoner (=one who is going to be punished by being killed) Condemned 

prisoners can appeal against their sentence.VERBS + prisonerrelease/free a 
prisoner Hundreds of political prisoners were released.execute a prisoner Many 

states use a lethal injection to execute prisoners.prisoner + VERBSa prisoner 
escapes No prisoner has ever escaped from this prison.a prisoner is held 
somewhere Prisoners are being held in police stations because the prisons are all 

full.a prisoner serves a sentence (=spends a period of time in prison as a 
punishment) The state decides whether a prisoner serving a life sentence can ever be 
released.PHRASESa prisoner of conscience (=someone who is put in prison for their 

beliefs) All eight men are prisoners of conscience, detained for peaceful protest.a 
prisoner of war (=a member of the armed forces kept as a prisoner by an enemy 

during a war) He spent five years as a prisoner of war at the camp.THESAURUS: 

prisonerconvict especially writtensomeone who has been found guilty of a crime 

and sent to a prison. Convict is used especially about someone who is sent to prison 

for a long time. It is more commonly used in historical descriptions, or in the phrase an 

escaped convict:The convicts were sent from England to Australia. | Police were 

hunting for an escaped convict. | Low-risk convicts help to fight forest fires and clean  

up public lands.inmatesomeone who is kept in a prison or a mental hospital:Some 

inmates are allowed to have special privileges. | He was described by a fellow 

inmate as a quiet man.captive especially literarysomeone who is kept somewhere and 

not allowed to go free, especially in a war or fighting. Captive is a rather formal word  

which is used especially in literature:Their objective was to disarm the enemy 

and release the captives. | She was held captive (=kept as a prisoner) in the jungle for  

over three years.prisoner of wara soldier, member of the navy etc who is caught by 

the enemy during a war and kept in the enemy’s country:My grandad was a prisoner of  

war in Germany. | They agreed to release two Iranian prisoners of  

war.hostagesomeone who is kept somewhere as a prisoner, in order to force people to  

agree to do something, for example in order to get money or to achieve a political  

aim:Diplomats are continuing their efforts to secure the release of the 

hostages (=make them be released). | The US hostages were held in Tehran for over a  

year.detaineesomeone who is kept in a prison, usually because of their political views 

and often without a trial:In some cases, political detainees have been beaten or  

mistreated. | The detainees at Guantanamo Bay were supposed to be some of the 

most dangerous prisoners in the world.  

pristine /ˈprɪstiːn/ adjective  THESAURUS > clean1 (1) 

privacy /ˈprɪvəsi, ˈpraɪ- $ ˈpraɪ-/ noun  the state of being able to be alone, and 

not seen or heard by other peopleADJECTIVESpersonal privacy The bank’s record on 
safeguarding personal privacy is not good.complete/total/absolute privacy The 

house is surrounded by tall bushes, giving complete privacy.little privacy (=not 
enough privacy) We had little privacy with seven kids growing up in such a small 
house.VERBSwant/need privacy Everyone wants a little privacy from time to 

time.give sb privacy We decided to put up a fence to give us 
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more privacy.protect/safeguard sb’s privacy Names have been changed 

to protect the privacy of those involved.ensure privacy (=make certain that someone 
has privacy) He had locked the door to ensure privacy.respect sb’s privacy Show 

teenagers that you respect their privacy by knocking on their bedroom door.invade 
sb’s privacy (=try to find out personal things about them, or disturb them when they 
want to be alone) She complained that the magazine had invaded her privacy by 

printing the photos.violate sb’s privacy (=hurt someone by not respecting their 
privacy) The media is accused of violating the royal couple’s privacy.PHRASESan 
invasion of privacy I think some of the questions on the form are an invasion of 

privacy.sb’s right to privacy Landlords should respect their tenants’ right to privacy.a 
lack of privacy The worst thing about being in prison was the total lack of privacy. 

private /ˈpraɪvət, ˈpraɪvɪt/ adjective  1. if something is private, you do not want 

most people to know about it because it concerns your feelings, your relationships 

etcNOUNSsb’s private life I try to keep work and my private life separate.sb’s private 
thoughts/feelings She wrote down her most private thoughts in her diary.a private 
letter/email/phone call Someone had been reading his private letters.a private 

conversation/meeting/discussion After the meal, Stirling had a private 
conversation with the prime minister.sb’s private business (=things that you do not 

want other people to talk about or be involved in) What I do in my own home is 
my private business.ADVERBSstrictly private The letter was marked ‘Strictly 

Private’.THESAURUS: 

privatepersonallife | feelings | thoughts | questionrelating to your private  

life:The singer has had a lot of problems in her personal life. | She talked about her  

own personal feelings. | They asked me a lot of personal questions. | I’d rather not talk  

about it – it’s  

personal.secretthoughts | ambition | desire | wish | fear | worry | fantasiesuse

d about feelings and thoughts that you do not tell anyone about:I had the feeling he 

knew my most secret thoughts. | Her secret ambition was to become a pilot. | Barclay  

had a secret desire to become an actor. | His secret fear was that Jenny would leave 

him. | It was such a relief to share my secret worries with her. | He writes about his  

most secret fantasies.intimatedetails | secrets | conversation | momentvery  

private – used about things relating to your relationships and sexual feelings:Many 

people share intimate details of their lives on the internet. | She knows the most  

intimate secrets of the Prime Minister and his wife. | The couple appeared to be 

involved in an intimate conversation. | The film shows their most intimate moments  

together.innermostthoughts | feelings | emotions | desires | hopes and 

fearsyour innermost feelings, thoughts etc are your most private ones:Patients are 

encouraged to talk about their innermost thoughts. | She shouted her innermost  

feelings about the hurt and anger she felt towards her mother. | The painters’ aim was  

to express their innermost desires. | He understood his nation’s innermost hopes and 

fears. In informal English, if something is private, and you do not think that someone  
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should ask you about it, you say it’s none of your business or that’s none of your  

business: It’s none of your business how much I earn. “Are you married?” “That’s  

none of your business.” THESAURUS: private→ secret12. controlled by 

individual people or companies, not by the governmentNOUNSa private 
school/hospital His parents sent him to an expensive private school.the private 

sector (=all businesses and organizations that are not controlled by the 
government) People who work in the private sector get paid more than people who 
work in the public sector.private enterprise (=the activities of businesses that are not 

owned by the government, whose aim is to make profits) The government wants to 
encourage private enterprise, and make people less dependent on the state.VERBSgo 
private (=become a privately owned business) Britain’s water companies went 

private in 1989.3. for one person or group to use, not for everyoneNOUNSa private car 
park/swimming pool/garden etc The hotel has its own private swimming 
pool.private property/land There was a big sign which said ‘Private Property. No 

Public Right of Way’. 

privilege /ˈprɪvəlɪdʒ, ˈprɪvɪlɪdʒ/ noun  a special advantage or lucky opportunity 

that few people haveADJECTIVESa special privilege First-class passengers get special 

privileges including better food.a great/enormous privilege It is a great privilege to 
play for your country.a rare privilege The young reporter was given the rare 
privilege of an interview with the prime minister.a real privilege It has been a real 

privilege to work with you.certain privileges Club members enjoy certain 
privileges such as reduced ticket prices.parliamentary privilege (=special rights 
which members of parliament have so that they can do their duties without breaking 

the law) Parliamentary privilege is supposed to protect freedom of speech.VERBShave a 
privilege Managers have privileges which other workers do not have.enjoy/be 
entitled to/benefit from a privilege (=have a privilege) Top party officials used 

to enjoy special privileges.get/receive a privilege Foreigners in 
Egypt received considerable legal privileges.give/grant sb a privilege Senior 
members of the government are given the privilege of having their own personal 

drivers.pay for the privilege It is a private golf course so you have to pay for the 
privilege of playing on it.deny sb a privilege (=not let someone have it) Men could 
join the golf club, but this privilege was denied to women.withdraw a 

privilege (=stop someone having it) If a prisoner behaves badly, his privileges may 
be withdrawn.abuse a privilege Website owners must not abuse the privilege of 
receiving confidential information.PREPOSITIONSthe privilege of sth He has 

the privilege of sitting at the head of the table.sth is a privilege for sb It was a 
great privilege for her to be invited to speak at the conference. 

privileged /ˈprɪvəlɪdʒd/ adjective  having special advantages which other people 

don’t haveNOUNSa privileged position/status Globally, boys still enjoy a privileged 
position in terms of access to education.a privileged few/minority/elite (=a small 
privileged group) Only a privileged few can afford to send their children to private 

schools.a privileged background/upbringing He comes from a privileged 
background.a privileged class/group Professionals, such as doctors and lawyers, 
form a privileged class in society.a privileged life Born into a wealthy family, she had 
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always led a privileged life.ADVERBShighly/enormously privileged The country was 

ruled by a highly privileged upper class.THESAURUS: privileged→ rich (1)  

prize /praɪz/ noun  something that is given to someone who is successful in a 

competition, race, game of chance etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS + prizefirst/second/third 
prize She won first prize in a poetry competition.the top/star/grand prize The film 
won the top prize at the Berlin Film Festival. | The star prize is a weekend for two in 

Paris.a special prize There will be a special prize for the best wildlife photograph.the 
booby prize especially humorous (=given to the person who comes last) We teased 
her that her cake would win the booby prize.a consolation prize (=given to someone 

who has not won) The runner-up will get a consolation prize of a camera.a runner-up 
prize BrE (=given to a person or team that comes second) In addition to the star prize, 
there are 21 runner-up prizes to be won.a cash prize You can win a holiday plus 

a cash prize of £500.VERBSwin a prize In this month’s competition you 
could win a prize worth $3,000. | She won the Nobel Prize for literature in 1938.take a 
prize (=used when saying who or what won the prize) Meryl Streep took the prize for 

best actress.get/receive a prize The winner gets a £100 prize.share a prize The two 
lucky winners will share the first prize of $500.give (sb) a prize A prize will 
be given for the best-decorated egg.award (sb) a prize (=officially give someone a 

prize) Four years later he was awarded the Nobel Prize for Medicine.collect a prize I 
am afraid that Mr Newman cannot be here tonight to collect his prize.present a 
prize also present sb with a prize (=give a prize to someone, especially at a formal 

occasion) The winner will be presented with their prize by the Lord Mayor.a prize goes 
to sb (=they get it) The fiction prize goes to Carol Shields.prize + NOUNSa prize 
winner Congratulations to all the prize winners!prize money The total prize money for 

the tournament is £30,000.a prize draw BrE (=a competition in which names or 
tickets are chosen by chance to win prizes) He won the car in a prize 
draw.PREPOSITIONSthe prize for sth The prize for best photograph has been won by a 

young Dutch artist. 

probability /ˌprɒbəˈbɪləti, ˌprɒbəˈbɪlɪti $ ˌprɑː-/ noun  how likely something is to 

happen, exist, or be true, sometimes calculated in a mathematical wayADJECTIVESa 

high probability (=something is very likely) This treatment has a high probability of 
success. | There’s a high probability that offenders will commit further crimes.a strong 
probability (=a high probability) There is a strong probability that you are right.a low 

probability (=something is not very likely) The probability of being struck by lightning 
is pretty low.an equal probability There is an equal probability of the statement being 
true or false.the statistical probability The statistical probability of a plane crash 

remains very low.a reasonable probability (=a fairly high probability) Unless there is 
a reasonable probability of making a profit, you will find it hard to get 
investment.VERBSincrease the probability Today’s inflation figures increase the 

probability that interest rates will rise.reduce the probability These health measures 
are aimed at reducing the probability of the virus spreading.calculate the 
probability Using this data, we can calculate the probability of an event like this 

happening again.PREPOSITIONSthe probability of sth The probability of winning the 
lottery is extremely low.PHRASESin all probability (=very likely to happen or be the 

case) In all probability, we will never know the full story.on the balance of 
probabilities BrE (=considering the probability of two or more events) On the balance 
of probabilities, it is likely that the crash was caused by pilot error. 
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probable /ˈprɒbəbəl $ ˈprɑː-/ adjective  likely to exist, happen, or be 

trueADVERBShighly probable It is highly probable that college fees will increase next 
year.quite probable (=very probable) It is quite probable that you will lose all your 
money.most probable What is the most probable explanation for the variation in the 

test results?equally probable It is equally probable that they both could win.NOUNSa 
probable cause The probable cause of the accident was a mistake by the pilot.a 
probable result/consequence/outcome The probable result of global warming is 

that sea levels will rise.a probable effect/impact The article discusses the probable 
impact of climate change on the local bird population.a probable 
explanation/reason The most probable explanation is that she forgot.a probable 

date July 20th is the probable date of our next meeting.VERBSseem 
probable It seems probable that a cure for the disease will eventually be found. 

probably /ˈprɒbəbli $ ˈprɑː-/ adverb  used to say that something is likely to 

happen, likely to be true etc: It will probably take about a week. This would probably be 
a good time to take a break. “Are you going to be able to do this?” “Yes, 
probably.”PHRASESprobably not "Do you think you will go back?" "Probably not, 

no."probably the best/worst etc It’s probably the best movie I have ever seen.most 
probably The building will be replaced, most probably by a modern sports 

centre.THESAURUS: probablyit looks as if/it looks likeused when saying that  

the present situation makes you think that something will probably happen or is  

probably true:It looks like Greg has been delayed. | There aren’t any taxis, so it looks  

as if we’ll have to walk.may/could/might wellused when saying that you think  

something will probably happen or is probably true:He may well come back. | Take an 

umbrella. It might well rain later on. | It may well be his last game.I would/should  

think spoken also I would guess spokenused when saying that you think something  

will probably happen or is probably true, although you are not sure:“Will the match still  

go ahead?” “Yes, I would think so.” | I should think she’s about 24 or 25.  

problem /ˈprɒbləm $ ˈprɑː-/ noun  1. a situation that causes 

difficultiesADJECTIVES/NOUNS + problema big/major/serious/significant 
problem The school’s biggest problem is a shortage of cash.a huge/enormous 

problem We faced huge problems.a little/small/minor/slight problem Old cars 
often develop minor engine problems.the main/central problem The main 
problem for the climbers was lack of sleep.a fundamental/basic problem The 

government has done little to solve the fundamental problems of poverty and crime.a 
real problem They quickly found that their real problem lay with marketing.a difficult 
problem Does the team have the skills to tackle these difficult problems?a 

thorny/knotty problem (=difficult) He still faced the thorny problem of finding a way 
out of the jungle.a pressing/urgent problem (=one that needs to be dealt with very 
soon) Lack of clean drinking water is the most pressing problem facing the refugees.an 

intractable problem formal (=extremely difficult, and seeming impossible to deal 
with) James faced such intractable problems that after a few months he nearly quit.a 
long-term problem (=which will continue for a long time) Lack of water looks like 

being a long-term problem.personal/family/relationship problems My daughter 
found it hard to talk about her personal problems. | She would never discuss family 
problems with outsiders.a social problem Domestic violence is a major social 
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problem.financial/economic/money problems Our financial problems are over. | He 

argued that the government was to blame for the country’s economic problems.a 
technical/mechanical problem The delay was caused by technical problems.an 

engine problem The pilot reported engine problems.teething problems (=small 
problems at the start of something) As with all new systems, there have been a 
few teething problems.a practical problem Burying a pet can present practical 

problems.an environmental problem Air pollution is our most serious environmental 
problem.traffic/parking problems Closing the road would make traffic 
problems worse.VERBS + problemhave a problem We had a few problems at the 

beginning of the project.cause/create/lead to a problem The building’s lack of 
parking space could cause problems.present/pose a problem (=cause or be a 
problem) A shortage of trained nurses is posing major problems.solve/resolve a 

problem also fix a problem informal He solved his financial problems by selling his 
car.deal with/sort out a problem (=solve it or try to solve it) The state has failed to 
deal with the problem of violence against women.tackle/handle a 

problem also address a problem (=try to solve it) There is more than one way 
to tackle this problem.do something about a problem (=try to solve it) Despite 
many complaints, nothing had been done about the problem.overcome a 

problem (=deal with it successfully) We try to help 
families overcome housing problems.face/be faced with a problem Other large 
organizations face similar problems.experience/encounter/run into a problem You 

shouldn’t encounter any further problems.be beset/plagued by 
problems (=experience a lot of problems) The company has been beset by 
problems.be fraught with problems (=involve a lot of problems) Filming in the 

Arctic is fraught with problems.exacerbate a problem formal (=make it worse) The 
country’s economic problems are exacerbated by the situation in Europe.raise a 
problem (=mention it, so that people can discuss it) You should raise the problem with 

your local council.problem + VERBSa problem arises/occurs also a problem comes 
up (=happens) Problems may arise when the family wants to move house.a problem 
arises/results/stems from sth The problem arises from unrealistic expectations.a 

problem faces sb Terrorism is possibly the most important problem facing Western 
countries.the problem lies in/with sth (=relates to something) The problem lies 
in the design of the rocket.PREPOSITIONSthe problem of sth The government is 

addressing the problem of unemployment.a problem with sth There was a problem 
with the computer link.a problem for sb The snow is causing problems 
for drivers.PHRASESa solution/answer to a problem They are trying to find a 

solution to the problem.the root/heart of the problem (=the most important cause 

or part of a problem) Poverty is the root of the problem.THESAURUS: 

problemsetbacka problem that stops you from making progress:The space 

program suffered a major setback when the space shuttle, Discovery, exploded. | We 

have had to overcome a number of setbacks. | It was a temporary setback that made 

him even more determined to achieve his boyhood dream.snag informala problem,  

especially one that you had not expected:There’s just one snag – I don’t have his  

number.hitcha small problem that delays or prevents something:There have been a  

few last-minute hitches.troublea situation in which something does not work in the 

way it should:The plane developed engine trouble. | One rider had to retire from the 
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competition because of mechanical trouble.hassle informala situation that is annoying  

because it causes problems:I didn't want the hassle of having to drive to the 

airport. | If you buy the presents it will save me a lot of hassle. | Getting a new 

passport is a real hassle.2. something wrong with your body or 

mindADJECTIVES/NOUNS + problema health/medical problem Have you ever suffered 
from any of these health problems?a back/heart/kidney etc problem He was born 

with heart problems.a hearing problem There are special telephones for people 
with hearing problems.a weight problem (=the problem of being too fat) Patients 
with weight problems were put on a strict diet.a drug/drink/alcohol problem (=the 

problem of being addicted to drugs or alcohol) His drink problem caused the break-up 
of his marriage.psychological problems also mental health problems She is being 
treated for psychological problems at a mental hospital in Oxford.emotional 

problems He suffers from depression and other emotional problems.behavioural 
problems Many of these children have behavioural problems.a serious/major 
problem Lifting things carelessly can lead to serious back problems.a minor 

problem She has had some minor medical problems.VERBShave a problem He’s 
always had a weight problem.suffer (from) a problem The patient began to suffer 
breathing problems. 

procedure AC /prəˈsiːdʒə $ -ər/ noun  a way of doing something, especially the 

correct or usual wayADJECTIVES/NOUNS + procedurethe correct/proper 
procedure What is the correct procedure for applying for a 

loan?normal/standard/routine procedure It is standard procedure to take 
photographs of the scene of the crime.a complex/complicated procedure Buying 
and selling a house is quite a complex procedure.a simple procedure Giving blood is 

a simple procedure.a legal procedure He assured them that the case would be dealt 
with according to proper legal procedures.a safety procedure (=for preventing 
accidents, or to be followed if there is an accident) On board, we were given a 

demonstration on the airline’s safety procedures. | Apparently the accidents were due 
to inadequate safety procedures.a disciplinary procedure (=in which a group of 
people decide if a member of an organization should be punished) The manager faces 

a disciplinary procedure for his actions.a complaints procedure The 
standard complaints procedure takes 12 weeks.a selection procedure An interview is 
an important part of our selection procedure.a recruitment procedure (=for 

employing new workers) The aim of an organisation’s recruitment procedure is to find 
the best candidate for each vacancy.an admissions procedure (=for entering a 
school or university) A guide to the university’s admissions procedure is available from 

the faculty building.VERBSfollow a procedure All schools have 
disciplinary procedures they must follow. | It’s important that you always follow the 
correct procedure.use/employ a procedure We used a tried and tested procedure for 

processing the information.establish a procedure The bank is establishing a 
new procedure for dealing with complaints.go through a procedure (=follow all the 
steps in it) We had to go through the whole procedure again.introduce a 

procedure Introducing a complex new procedure at this stage would be a 
mistake.PREPOSITIONSthe procedure for sth What’s the procedure for getting a 
visa?under a procedure Under normal procedures, the vote takes place in public. 
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proceedings AC /prəˈsiːdɪŋ/ noun  when someone uses a court of law to deal 

with a legal caseVERBStake/bring proceedings Our client may take proceedings to 
reclaim the outstanding payment.begin/start proceedings also commence 
proceedings formal He threatened to begin legal proceedings against 

us.institute/initiate/instigate proceedings formal (=arrange for them to start) His 
lawyers initiated proceedings for libel against the newspaper.adjourn 
proceedings (=stop a case for a short period of time) The 

judge adjourned the proceedings until November 22 to allow time for the witness to 
arrive.delay proceedings The senator had persistently tried 
to delay impeachment proceedings.halt/stop/terminate proceedings They have 

appealed against the High Court’s decision to halt criminal proceedings against the 
police officers.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + proceedingslegal proceedings He wanted to avoid 
the expense and trouble of legal proceedings.criminal proceedings One of the men is 

facing criminal proceedings.court/judicial proceedings The case was not contested, 
so the court proceedings were over in a day.civil proceedings (=not relating to a 
criminal charge) The couple say they will take civil proceedings against the accountant 

for professional misconduct.divorce proceedings His wife had threatened to 
start divorce proceedings.bankruptcy proceedings She faced criminal charges in 

addition to bankruptcy proceedings.disciplinary proceedings (=taken against 
someone who has broken a rule) Police officers are liable to disciplinary proceedings if 
they break the Code of Practice.extradition proceedings (=legal processes for 

sending someone to another country to be tried for a crime committed there) Perry is in 
detention in Spain awaiting extradition proceedings to 
Britain.PREPOSITIONSproceedings against sb The company took 

disciplinary proceedings against him.PHRASESa stage in the proceedings At 
this stage in the proceedings, it is too late to influence the tribunal’s decision. 

process AC /ˈprəʊses $ ˈprɑː-/ noun  a series of actions or events that have a 

particular resultADJECTIVES/NOUNS + processa slow process Collecting the data is 

a slow process.a gradual process Forming relationships is a gradual process that 
takes time.a long/lengthy process Recovery after surgery can be a long and 
painful process.a laborious process (=taking a lot of time and effort) Making rugs by 

hand is a laborious process.a complex/complicated process Getting a visa can be 
a complex process.a natural process These changes are part of the natural process of 

evolution.the decision-making process All staff should be involved in the decision-
making process.the selection process Candidates attend an interview as part of the 
company’s selection process.the peace process There was frustration with a lack of 

progress in the Middle East peace process.the creative process (=the process of 
producing new ideas or things) As both writer and director, she is involved in the 
whole creative process of staging the play.the learning process The student is 

actively involved in the learning process.a formal process A decision will only be taken 
after a formal consultation process.VERBSbegin/start a process After the hurricane, 
we began the slow process of rebuilding the town.go through a 

process also undergo a process formal A lot of companies are going 
through a process of change. | The system underwent a process of gradual 
change.take part in a process also participate in a process formal We want voters 

to actively participate in the political process.repeat a process Stretch your left arm 
over the top of your head and then repeat the process with your right arm.speed up a 
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process In order to speed up the process, we submitted plans in advance.slow down 

a process Cosmetic surgery doesn’t slow down the ageing process, it just makes you 
look younger.streamline a process (=make it simpler and more effective) A firm of 

consultants advised us on how to streamline our 
manufacturing process.PREPOSITIONSthe process of doing sth The process 
of finding, interviewing, and selecting new staff takes a long time.a process for doing 

sth He invented a new process for making ice cream.PHRASESbe in the process of 
(doing) sth (=be in the middle of a process) I am in the process of moving house.a 
part of a process Listening is an important part of the learning process.a stage in a 

process The next stage in the process is to send a planning application to the 
council.by a process of elimination (=finding the correct choice by deciding that 
none of the others are possible) I solved the puzzle by a process of elimination. 

produce1 /prəˈdjuːs $ -ˈduːs/ verb  THESAURUS > make (1) 

produce2 /ˈprɒdjuːs $ ˈproʊduːs/ noun  food or other things that have been 

grown or produced on a farm to be soldADJECTIVES/NOUNS + producefresh produce It 
is important to use fresh produce when it is available.organic produce (=produced 

without artificial chemicals) There is increased demand for organic produce.local 
produce We use local produce as much as possible.dairy produce BrE (=milk, butter, 
cheese etc) Vitamin A can also be obtained from dairy produce and 

eggs.agricultural/farm produce The government bought surplus agricultural 
produce from farmers.garden produce She filled the basket with her garden 
produce.VERBSsell produce Farmers use the market to sell their produce.buy 

produce also purchase produce formal You can buy produce online these days.use 
produce The restaurant prides itself on using fresh local produce.grow your own 
produce We began growing our own produce about ten years ago. 

producer /prəˈdjuːsə $ -ˈduːsər/ noun  1. a person, company, or country that 

makes or grows goods, foods, or materialsADJECTIVESa large/major/leading 
producer Brazil is the largest producer of coffee in the world.a small 

producer Many small producers are going out of business.a local producer Local 
producers find it difficult to compete with cheap imports.a domestic producer (=from 
your own country rather than abroad) Domestic producers may face tough international 

competition.a foreign producer They agreed to open their markets to foreign 
producers of timber.NOUNS + producera gas/oil producer Russia is the largest oil 
producer in the world.a food producer Food producers are constantly trying to bring 

new products on the market.a coffee/milk etc producer The Kenya Coffee 
Producers Association is a national organization of coffee farmers.2. someone whose 
job is to control the preparation of a play, film, or broadcast, but who does not direct 

the actorsNOUNS + producera film/movie producer Walt Disney was a famous 
American film producer.a radio/television/TV producer She is a TV producer who 
has worked on many successful soap operas.a record/music producer (=who 

controls the recording of an artist or band’s music) Amy Winehouse worked with well-
known DJ and record producer Mark Ronson.an executive/senior producer (=one 
who manages people and makes important decisions) He is an executive producer at 

BBC Radio 1.an independent producer (=who does not work for a major film studio 
or TV network) There are now great opportunities for independent producers to sell 
their programmes to new television channels.a Hollywood producer (=who produces 
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films in Hollywood) Hollywood producers tend to believe that what they do which is 

good for the North American market will be good for the rest of the world. 

product /ˈprɒdʌkt $ ˈprɑː-/ noun  something that is made and sold in large 

quantitiesADJECTIVES/NOUNS + productfood products Why do most food 

products have so much packaging?agricultural products The country exports a range 
of agricultural products, including wheat.dairy products (=that contain milk) Some 
people are allergic to dairy products.meat products Meat products must be kept in a 

refrigerator.household/cleaning products (=that you use for washing and cleaning 
the things in a house) Do you know what chemicals are in household products such as 
washing powder?beauty/cosmetic products She won’t buy beauty products that 

have been tested on animals.hair/styling products You can buy a selection of styling 
products for men at Boots.a commercial product (=one that is bought for 
money) This is free software, not a commercial product.a consumer product (=one 

that is bought by the public) Demand for consumer products has increased in countries 
such as China.the finished product The quality of the finished product is all-
important.VERBSmake/produce/manufacture a product Japanese car makers were 

able to manufacture their products more efficiently.create a product We wanted 
to create a product that would appeal to different age groups.buy a 

product also purchase a product formal We were able to purchase the product from 
another supplier.sell a product It is illegal to sell tobacco products to anyone under 
the age of 18.use a product Millions of people use the company’s products.order a 

product Customers can also order products online.design a product We design 
products that we would like to own ourselves.supply a product We supply a range 
of products to most supermarkets.stock a product (=keep a supply of it to sell) She’s 

had difficulty persuading retailers to stock her product.product + NOUNSproduct 
development The profits are used to fund product development.a product line (=a 
type of things that a company makes and sells) We are getting rid of 

unprofitable product lines.a product launch (=an event at which a company 
announces that it is selling a new product) They are getting ready for a big product 
launch in the spring.PHRASESa range of products Consumers have a wide range of 

products that they can choose from.THESAURUS: productgoodsthings that are 

produced in order to be sold, especially for use in the home:They sell furniture and 

other household goods. | electrical goods | white goods (=large electrical goods used in  

the home such as washing machines and refrigerators)commodity formala type of  

product or raw material that can be bought and sold – used especially about basic food 

products, metals, and fuels:The price of food and other basic commodities has  

increased significantly. | All metal was a valuable commodity and was rarely  

wasted.merchandise formalthings that are being sold, especially in shops:Sales of  

books, videos, and other merchandise have increased. | Customers are not allowed to  

touch the merchandise.wares writtenthings that are offered for sale, especially in a  

market or on the street:In the market, the traders began selling their  

wares. | Merchants brought their wares from all over the world.exportgoods that are 

sent to a foreign country in order to be sold:US exports rose to $11.5 billion. | At the 

moment, oil is their biggest export.importgoods that are brought from one country  
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into another to be sold there:The UK clothing industry cannot compete with foreign  

imports on price. | They want to protect US famers from cheap imports.  

production /prəˈdʌkʃən/ noun  1. the process of making or growing things to be 

sold, especially in large quantitiesADJECTIVEStotal production New technology has 

helped the company to increase its total production by 25%.annual production (=the 
amount produced in a year) The firm has doubled annual production to 750 bikes.mass 
production (=making products in large numbers with machines so that they can be 

sold cheaply) Mass production allowed Henry Ford to lower the price of his Model T 
motor car.large-scale production (=making products in large quantities) Large-scale 
production helps companies to keep costs down.industrial/agricultural 

production Last year industrial production fell in the US.domestic production (=in 
your own country rather than abroad) Oil imports began to decline as domestic 
production started to increase.global production (=production throughout the 

world) Falling global production and rising demand drive prices higher.NOUNS 

+ productionoil/coal/energy production Nearly two-thirds of US oil production is 
used for transportation.car/steel etc production It is expected that UK car 

production will fall in the next ten years.food/crop/milk etc production The amount 
of land available for food production has decreased. | Bad weather can cause serious 

problems for crop production. | Honduras has doubled its beef production.VERBS 

+ productionincrease production We had to increase production of olive oil to cope 
with demand.start/begin production The company plans to start production before 

the end of the year.stop/halt production also cease/discontinue 
production formal They ceased production of the car in 2008.move/switch 
production The company switched production to Mexico.production + 

VERBSproduction rises/increases Industrial production rose by 8% last 
year.production falls/decreases Sugar production fell to 129,920 
tonnes.production + NOUNSa production method/process The company has spent 

several million pounds improving production methods.production costs Production 
costs can make a considerable difference to the selling price.a production line (=a line 
of machines and workers in a factory, each doing one job in the process of making a 

product) She works on the production line at the biscuit factory.production 
levels also the volume of production (=the amount of products that are 
made) Firms are always looking for ways to increase production levels.production 

capacity (=the largest amount that can be made) The country’s oil production 
capacity is expected to increase from 4 million to 6 million barrels per day.a 
production facility formal (=a factory or other place where products are 

made) Companies sometimes set up production facilities abroad because the cost of 
paying workers is cheaper.PHRASESa rise/increase in production Kuwait is planning 
a rise in oil production to about half a million barrels a day.a fall in production There 

has been a 25 percent fall in production in the first half of the year.be in 
production (=being made now) The latest model is already in production.go into 
production (=start being made in a factory) New products have to be carefully tested 

before they go into production.the means of production (=the material, tools, and 
equipment used to produce goods) Capitalism is the system in which the means of 
production are controlled by private owners rather than by the workers.2. a play, film, 

or broadcast that is produced for the public, or the process of producing itVERBSput 
on/stage a production (=organize performances of a play or show) The theatre 
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company are putting on a production of Shakespeare’s play ‘Othello’.ADJECTIVESa 

theatrical production She designs costumes for theatrical productions.a lavish 
production (=a large, impressive, or expensive one) The theatre puts on lavish 

productions of well-known musicals.a successful production Their production of the 
opera has been very successful.an amateur production He has appeared in 
several amateur productions for the local theatre group.NOUNS + productiona 

school/college production She’s acting in a school production of ‘Romeo and Juliet’.a 
theatre production BrE a theater production AmE His career began in small theatre 
productions in the 1970s.a stage production (=in a theatre) She’s working on a stage 

production of an Arthur Miller play.film production BrE movie production AmE The 
Rank company was also involved in film production.television/radio/TV 
production They set up their own TV production company.production + NOUNSa 

production company The programme was made by a British production 
company.production values (=the amount of effort and money that goes into making 
sure that a film, TV series etc is of good quality) The high production values of the film 

will impress audiences. 

productivity /ˌprɒdʌkˈtɪvəti, -dək- $ ˌprɑː-/ noun  the rate at which goods are 

producedADJECTIVEShigh/low productivity The study shows that high job satisfaction 

among workers leads to high productivity.greater/increased 
productivity Investment in new machinery resulted in increased productivity.lost 
productivity The strike cost the company £2 million in lost 

productivity.agricultural/industrial productivity The introduction of the tractor 
greatly increased agricultural productivity.VERBSincrease/raise 
productivity Managers are always looking for ways to increase 

productivity.improve/boost productivity In order to improve productivity in the 
workplace, it is important to choose the technology you use carefully.maximize 
productivity In order to maximize productivity, you must prepare a schedule for your 

projects.reduce productivity Unnecessary emails reduce productivity in the 
office.productivity goes up/rises/increases Productivity at the factory 
has risen faster than expected.productivity goes down/falls/decreases It is a 

proven fact that productivity decreases when a person is tired.NOUNS 

+ productivityproductivity levels Productivity levels have increased worldwide over 
the past decade.productivity gains Productivity gains can be achieved by replacing 

human labour with machinery.PHRASESan increase/growth in productivity A growth 
in productivity enables companies to produce more output without hiring additional 
workers.a decrease in productivity Ineffective project management can lead to 

a decrease in productivity. 

profession /prəˈfeʃən/ noun  a job that needs a high level of education and 

trainingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + professionthe medical profession (=doctors, nurses 

etc) Most people in the medical profession support the idea of free healthcare.the legal 
profession (=lawyers) He followed his father into the legal profession.the teaching 
profession (=teachers) I have the greatest respect for the teaching profession.the 

acting profession (=actors) His career in the acting profession lasted 40 years.the 
nursing profession Mary had retired from the nursing profession.the caring 
professions (=jobs that involve looking after people, for example nursing) A high 

proportion of people in the caring professions are women.sb’s chosen profession He 
was really happy in his chosen profession.VERBSenter/go into/join a 
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profession Hugh left college intending to enter the medical profession.work in a 

profession You need specialized qualifications to work in professions such as 
architecture and law.choose a profession He was beginning to think that he 

had chosen the wrong profession.belong to a profession The committee is made up 
of people who belong to a variety of different professions.leave a profession Why do 
you want to leave the profession?PREPOSITIONSby profession (=used when saying 

what someone’s job is) Johnson was a lawyer by profession.within the 
profession There is a lot of controversy within the medical profession about the 
effectiveness of this treatment.outside a profession Even 

people outside the profession had heard of the case.PHRASESa member of a 
profession Some members of the legal profession support a change in the law.at the 
top of your profession He was a very highly respected man at the top 

of his profession. 

professional AC /prəˈfeʃənəl/ adjective  1. relating to a job that needs special 

knowledge and training, or to the qualities needed to do such a job 
wellNOUNSprofessional qualifications What professional qualifications do you 

have? | Many of the courses lead directly to professional qualifications.professional 
training The teachers all have professional training.professional advice You should 

seek professional advice before investing in the stock market.professional 
help/guidance Sometimes parents may need professional help in dealing with their 
child.sb’s professional career He had a 25-year professional career as a 

scientist.sb’s professional life By resigning, she took the biggest risk of 
her professional life.a professional duty/responsibility The doctor has a professional 
duty to act in the best interests of the patient.professional expertise/skills She has 

exactly the kind of professional expertise we require.sb’s professional 
judgment/opinion Dr Mullins was guilty of a serious error of professional judgment in 
sending the patient home from hospital.professional standards The Law Society’s 

function is to maintain the highest professional standards.a professional 
body/association (=an organization for people who do a particular kind of work, for 

example doctors or lawyers) Is your architect a member of a professional body? You  

say that your relationship with someone you work with is strictly professional when  

you want to emphasize that you do not have a romantic relationship with them: The  

coach said that the relationship between them was strictly professional. 2. doing 

something with a high level of skillADVERBShighly/extremely/thoroughly 

professional (=very professional) The hospital staff were extremely professional at all 
times. | The team is to be congratulated on doing a thoroughly professional job in very 
difficult conditions. 

profile /ˈprəʊfaɪl $ ˈproʊ-/ noun  1. someone or something’s public image, and 

how much attention they receiveADJECTIVES/NOUNS + profilea high profile (=used 
when someone is well-known or receives a lot of attention) The star has a high 

profile in the US, but he is less well known in Europe.a low profile (=used when 
someone is not well known or receives little attention) The organization has chosen 
someone with a low profile for the job.sb’s public profile Her appearance in the film 

raised her public profile.sb’s media profile (=how well known someone is through 
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their appearances on television, in newspapers etc) Over the past few years he has 

steadily built his media profile and has appeared on numerous TV 
channels.PHRASESraise/increase sb’s/sth’s profile (=make people more aware of 

someone or something) The advertising campaign aims to raise the 
company’s profile.keep/maintain a low profile (=avoid doing things that will make 
people notice you) The star has been keeping a low profile in recent months and has 

made few public appearances.2. a description of what someone or something is 
likeADJECTIVES/NOUNS + profilea detailed/comprehensive profile This directory 
provides a detailed profile of US schools offering undergraduate engineering 

programs.a personal profile (=a description of what kind of person you are and the 
things you have done) The advertisement asks you to send a personal profile and say 
why you would be suitable for the job.a customer profile Many companies 

use customer profiles to help them identify people who would be interested in their 
products.sb’s psychological profile The police use psychological profiles of past killers 
to identify potential future killers.a DNA/genetic profile (=a person’s unique set of 

genetic characteristics) New research shows that certain genetic profiles increase the 
risk of heart attacks.a demographic profile (=a description of the kind of people who 
live somewhere or do something) The company has done extensive market research to 

create a demographic profile of potential customers.VERBScreate/build up/construct 
a profile Detectives are slowly building up a psychological profile of the 
killer.fit/match a profile With her background and experience she matches the job 

profile perfectly. 

profit /ˈprɒfət, ˈprɒfɪt $ ˈprɑː-/ noun  money that you gain by selling things or 

doing business, after your costs have been paidADJECTIVESa big/huge/enormous 

profit Drug companies make huge profits.a small/modest profit The business 
produced a small profit last year.a quick profit (=happening quickly) They were only 
interested in a quick profit.a good profit There is a good profit to be made from selling 

cars.a substantial profit The agent then sells the land for a substantial profit to 
someone else.a healthy/handsome/tidy profit (=a big profit) By the second year, 
the restaurant began to make a healthy profit.a reasonable/decent profit (=good, or 

good enough) He is entitled to make a reasonable profit on the deal.net profit (=after 
tax and costs are paid) The company made a net profit of $10.5 million in the last 
financial year.gross profit also pre-tax profit (=before tax and costs are paid) The 

hotel group made a gross profit of £51.9 million in 2011.trading/operating 
profit (=from a company’s normal activities) Operating profits were lower than last 
year.fat profits informal (=large profits, used especially to show disapproval) While 

farmers are going out of business, supermarkets are still making fat profits.VERBS 

+ profitmake a profit We are in business to make a profit.turn/earn a profit (=make 
a profit) Without liquor sales, the store could not turn a profit.show a profit (=make a 

profit) The business will not show any profit this year.report/post/announce a 
profit (=officially tell people about it) The company reported net profits of $8.6 million 
for the year.generate/yield a profit (=produce a profit) The 

oilfield generated huge profits for the company.reap a profit (=make a large 
profit) The credit card industry reaps estimated profits of $6 billion a year.boost 
profits (=make them increase) We aim to boost profits by cutting costs.maximize 

profits (=make them as big as possible) Every company tries 
to maximize its profits.profit + VERBSprofits go up/down also profits are 
up/down Pre-tax profits were up 21.5%.profits rise/increase/grow Half of the 
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firms surveyed expected profits to rise.profits soar/leap/surge (=increase by a large 

amount very quickly) The supermarket’s net profits soared by 32% to £148 
million.profits fall/drop The group saw profits fall from £24 million to £17.8 

million.profits slump/plunge/plummet (=fall by a large amount very quickly) The 
company’s pre-tax profits slumped to £25.5 million.profit + NOUNSthe profit 
margin (=the difference between the cost of producing something and the price at 

which you sell it) The profit margin was already tight before fuel prices began to go 
up.profit sharing (=a system in which all the employees of a company receive a share 
of its profits) The employee profit sharing scheme is open to all full-time employees.the 

profit motive (=profit, as the reason for doing something) Investment in the stock 
market is driven solely by the profit motive.PREPOSITIONSfor profit/at a profit (=in a 
way that makes a profit) They buy goods cheaply in large quantities and sell them for a 

profit. | It’s difficult to produce these items at a profit.a profit on sth Their profit 
on the deal was over £10 million.a profit from sth You will have to pay tax on 

any profit from the sale.THESAURUS: profitearningsthe profit that a company 

makes:The company said it expected earnings to be lower than last year. | Pre-tax  

earnings have grown from $6.3 million to $9.4 million.returnthe profit that you get  

from an investment:You should get a good return on your investment. | We 

didn’t get much of a return on our money. | They’re promising high returns on 

investments of over $100,000.turnoverthe amount of business done during a  

particular period:The company has an annual turnover of over £200 billion.takingsthe 

money that a business, shop etc gets from selling its goods in a day, week, month  

etc:He counted the night’s takings. | This week’s takings are up on last week’s (=they 

have increased compared to last week).interestmoney paid to you by a bank or other  

financial institution when you keep money in an account there:They are offering a high  

rate of interest on deposits of over £3,000. | The money is still earning interest in your  

account.dividenda part of a company’s profit that is divided among the people who 

have shares in the company:Shareholders will receive a dividend of 10p for each  

share. | The company said it will pay shareholders a final dividend of 700 cents a  

share.  

profitable /ˈprɒfətəbəl $ ˈprɑː-/ adjective  making a 

profitADVERBShighly/extremely profitable The oil industry is a highly 

profitable business.NOUNSa profitable business/company She owns a 
highly profitable shoe company.a profitable venture/exercise (=a business project 
that makes money) His fish farming business proved to be a very profitable venture.a 

profitable investment Rental properties can be a profitable investment.a profitable 
year The company’s most profitable year was 2012 when it made $7,246,667. 

profound /prəˈfaʊnd/ adjective  THESAURUS > deep 

program /ˈprəʊɡræm $ ˈproʊ-/ noun  a set of instructions given to a computer 

to make it perform an operationNOUNS + programa computer program The images 
were generated by a special computer program.a software program There are a 
number of software programs that you can use for keeping accounts.a word 

processing program (=one that you use for writing documents) All word processing 
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programs allow you to change the typeface and type size using the drop-down menu.a 

spreadsheet program (=one that can do calculations with numbers) The accounts 
report was produced using a spreadsheet program.an anti-virus program (=one that 

finds and removes computer viruses from programs on your computer) You should 
update the anti-virus program on your laptop regularly.a graphics/multimedia 
program (=one that has or uses pictures, sounds, and video) This graphics program is 

suitable for designing websites.program + VERBSwrite/create a program We learned 
how to write our own programs on the course.design/develop a program They 
developed a program that could read people’s handwriting.run a program You have to 

double-click on the icon to run the program.use a program There is a video that 
shows you how to use the program.load/install a program (=put it on your 
computer) Can you show me how to install the program on my computer?download a 

program (=copy it, especially from the internet, onto your computer) You 
can download the program and use it free of charge for 90 days.program + VERBSa 
program runs The program won’t run on my machine.a program 

crashes (=suddenly stops working) I lost all my data when the program crashed. 

programme BrE program AmE /ˈprəʊɡræm $ ˈproʊ-/ noun  1. a series of 

actions which are designed to achieve something importantADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ programmea major programme (=large and important) A major programme of 
modernisation is transforming public transport in London.an ambitious 
programme The institute plans an ambitious program of research.a radical 

programme (=involving very big changes) He introduced a radical program of tax 
reform.a pilot/test programme (=a small one carried out to test whether an idea will 
be successful) If the pilot programme goes well, the scheme will be introduced in other 

areas.a reform programme The reform programme is intended to make the country 
more democratic.an economic programme The new president announced a 
radical economic program.a training programme The company has cut its budget 

for training programmes.a spending programme The government’s spending 
programme has been widely criticized.an expansion programme (=involving opening 
new shops, factories etc) The company’s aggressive expansion program will double the 

size of the business in the next four years.a development programme One thousand 
new houses will be built as part of the development program for the area.a building 
programme The hospital building programme will continue despite the budget cuts.a 

screening programme (=testing a lot of people to find out if they have a 
disease) The screening programme was introduced to detect cancer early.a 
vaccination programme (=giving a lot of people a vaccine to stop them getting a 

disease) 5 million doses of the vaccine have been administered to children since 
the vaccination programme began 10 months ago.the space programme (=efforts to 
explore space) As a young scientist, he was involved in the Soviet space 

programme.VERBSset up/establish/introduce a programme They are helping to set 
up a training programme for doctors in Romania.carry out a 
programme also implement a programme formal (=do what has been agreed) Why 

have the government failed to implement the programme of reform?launch/embark 
on a programme (=start one) The company launched a rapid 
expansion programme.finance/fund a programme (=pay for it) The programme is 

financed by the European Union.plan a programme The company is also planning a 
major investment program.PREPOSITIONSa programme of sth The government 
announced a programme of public spending cuts.2. something that you watch on 
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television or listen to on the radioADJECTIVES/NOUNS + programmea television/TV 

programme There was an interesting television programme about China.a radio 
programme I first heard about the company on a radio program.a 

cookery/wildlife/news/comedy etc programme More and more people are 
watching cookery programmes on TV.sb’s favourite programme What’s your 
favourite television program?a good programme Are there any good programmes on 

the television this evening?VERBSwatch a programme She was watching her 
favourite programme when the phone rang.see a programme Did 
you see that program last night about crocodiles?listen to a programme A lot of 

people listen to the program on the way to work.hear a programme I heard an 
interesting programme on the radio yesterday.make a programme The 
BBC makes wonderful wildlife programmes.present a programme BrE host a 

program AmE (=introduce its different parts) Emma Crosby presents the evening 
news programme on Channel 5.appear on a programme I was invited to appear 
on the programme but decided not to.take part in a programme He reluctantly 

agreed to take part in the programme.a programme is broadcast (=sent 
out) The program is broadcast live from the studio every Thursday.PREPOSITIONSa 
programme on/about sb/sth I saw an interesting program on Islamic art. | She 

presents a programme about home decorating.THESAURUS: 

programmeshow /ʃəʊ/a programme on television or the radio, especially an  

informal one in which people talk together, take part in a game etc:He has a late-

night talk show. | I like watching game shows. | The programme was one of the 

longest-running TV shows. | She hosts a weekly radio show called ‘Got a  

question?’documentary /ˌdɒkjɑˈmentəri◂ $ ˌdɑːk-/a programme that gives you facts  

and information about a serious subject, such as history, science, or social  

problems:We watched a documentary about homeless people. | I saw a documentary  

on Damian Hirst. | Michael Cockerell is a television documentary maker.soap 

opera/soap /ˈsəʊp ˌɒpərə $ -ˌɑː-, səʊp/a television or radio programme that tells an  

imaginary story about a group of people and their lives, and is often broadcast  

regularly for many years:The Australian soap opera ‘Neighbours’ was incredibly  

popular. | 'Coronation Street' is Britain's most popular programme and the longest-

running television soap.sitcom /ˈsɪtkɒm $ -kɑːm/an amusing programme in which  

there is a different story each week about the same group of people:He was in the 

American sitcom ‘Friends’.reality TVtelevision programmes that show real people in  

funny situations or situations in which they must compete with each other. Often the 

people are filmed continuously for weeks or months:She became famous after  

appearing on the reality TV show ‘Big Brother’. | The trouble with reality TV is that a lot  

of the time it’s really boring.webcasta programme, event etc that is broadcast on the 

internet:Universities may record and broadcast some lectures as webcasts.podcasta 

file of recorded sound and sometimes pictures that you can download from the 
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internet:The interview is available as a podcast. | You can download the podcast  

onto your phone.  

progress /ˈprəʊɡres $ ˈprɑː-/ noun  a process of improvement or 

achievementADJECTIVESgood/great progress He is out of hospital and making good 

progress. | Scientists have made great progress in the last four 
years.significant/substantial/considerable progress Significant progress has been 
made in reducing nuclear weapons. | 2007 was a year of substantial progress for the 

company.real progress We have been looking for a house for months, but we still 
haven’t made any real progress towards finding one.satisfactory progress Doctors 
say the patient is now making satisfactory progress.steady progress Steady 

progress has been made towards our objectives.rapid progress The investigation is 
making rapid progress.slow progress The task remains difficult and progress has been 
slow.little/limited/no progress The builders have made little progress with the new 

office.further progress The prospects of further progress are 
good.scientific/medical progress Research is essential for medical 
progress.VERBSmake progress The country has made significant 

economic progress.show progress His work shows a lot of progress.achieve 
progress The talks ended with no real progress having been achieved.hinder sb’s 

progress (=make it slower) Language problems might hinder a child’s progress at 
school.check (on) sb’s progress A social worker calls regularly to check on the 
children’s progress.assess/evaluate sb’s progress (=find out how good it 

is) We evaluate each student’s individual progress.follow/monitor/chart sb’s 
progress (=keep checking it) Throughout the night, doctors charted his 
progress.review sb’s progress (=check it again) We will review the progress of the 

project in March.progress + NOUNSa progress report (=a statement about how 
something is developing) He called me to give me a progress report on the building 
work.PREPOSITIONSprogress towards/toward sth Progress towards peace has been 

slow.progress with sth She began to make progress with her research.progress on 
sth Progress on a job should be constantly monitored.PHRASESbe 
pleased/satisfied/disappointed etc with sb’s progress Your parents must be 

pleased with your progress.a lack of progress What is the reason for this lack of 
progress?the rate of progress The rate of progress has been slower than we would 

have liked.THESAURUS: progressadvance /ədˈvɑːns $ ədˈvæns/a discovery,  

invention, or change that brings progress:The technological advances of the twentieth  

century have changed the way we live. | Because of advances in scientific knowledge,  

we now know a lot more about the history of the universe. | In recent years there have  

been enormous economic and social advances.breakthrough /ˈbreɪkθruː/an important  

discovery or achievement that makes progress possible, especially one that happens  

suddenly after a long period of trying:Scientists have described the discovery as  

a major breakthrough. | The breakthrough in the investigation came when police found  

a stolen car.make headwayto make progress towards achieving something – used 

especially when it is difficult to make progress:After several months of discussion, the 

committee had made little headway.NO PROGRESSstalemate/deadlock /ˈsteɪlmeɪt/a  

situation in which no further progress can be made because two groups or  
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organizations cannot find a way to end a disagreement:The negotiations ended in  

deadlock. | At that point the strike appeared to have reached a stalemate. | the year-

long political deadlock between the two partiesimpasse /æmˈpɑːs $ ˈɪmpæs/ formala 

situation in which progress has stopped completely, especially because people cannot  

agree on what to do next:The situation seemed to have reached an impasse. | People  

are worried about the continuing impasse over the budget.grind to a haltto slowly  

stop making any progress:The economy seems to be grinding to a halt. | It was clear  

that the peace talks had ground to a halt.  

prohibit AC /prəˈhɪbət, prəˈhɪbɪt $ proʊ-/ verb  to say that an action is illegal or 

not allowed GrammarOften passive. ADVERBSsth is strictly prohibited Smoking 

is strictly prohibited in the school.specifically/expressly prohibit sth (=in a clear 
and firm way) The law expressly prohibits people from carrying loaded guns in a public 

place. | Certain drugs are specifically prohibited.NOUNSa law/rule/regulation etc 
prohibits sth There are rules prohibiting the sale of alcohol to children. | The law 
prohibits employers from treating people unfairly because of their race or 

religion.prohibit the use of sth The use of these chemicals in food is 
prohibited.PREPOSITIONSprohibit sb from doing sth Passengers are prohibited 
from drinking alcohol. 

project AC /ˈprɒdʒekt $ ˈprɑː-/ noun  a planned piece of work that will be done 

over a period of timeADJECTIVES/NOUNS + projecta major project (=large and 
important) The NHS is funding a major research project looking at the causes of 

addiction.an ambitious project The aim of this ambitious project was to get young 
people to take more exercise.an exciting project This is an enormously exciting 
project which will provide huge benefits for local people.a research project The aim of 

this research project is to study modern eating habits.a joint project (=done by two or 
more people, organizations, or countries) The fighter plane was conceived as a joint 
project by Germany, the UK, Italy, and Spain.a pilot project (=one that tests whether 

an idea will be successful) The scheme was shelved after pilot projects showed poor 
results.a construction/building project Spending on new construction projects has 
been cut dramatically.a development project (=that is intended to encourage 

economic growth somewhere) The two countries have worked together on a range of 
economic development projects in recent years.a conservation project (=aimed at 
protecting animals or countryside from being harmed) The World Wildlife Fund is 

currently sponsoring three major conservation projects in Africa.sb’s pet 
project (=one someone particularly likes or is interested in) He worked tirelessly to 
secure funding for his pet project.a successful project Was the project 

successful?VERBSset up a project (=organize it) Jane was asked to help set up the 
project.work on a project The team has been working on the project for three 
years.be involved in a project I am involved in various projects at work.embark on 

a project (=start a new project) The city is embarking on a major 
building project.undertake a project formal (=start work on a project) He did not feel 

ready to undertake another project yet.manage/run a project I had 
to manage the project on a very tight budget.fund/finance a project (=pay for 
it) The project was funded by the Department of Education.complete/finish a 

project The project is unlikely to be completed on time.project + NOUNSa project 
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manager/leader The project manager is responsible for coordinating the entire 

team.project management (=the job of managing a project) Candidates must have 
experience in project management.the project team We have an excellent project 

team.PREPOSITIONSon a project She has been working on the project since last 
year.PHRASESa phase/stage/part of a project The first phase of the project must be 
completed by the end of July.the aim/objective of the project We have succeeded in 

achieving the main aims of the project. 

prolong /prəˈlɒŋ $ -ˈlɒːŋ/ verb [T]  to make something last longerprolong sb's 

life Successful treatment is prolonging people’s lives.prolong the war/conflict/ 
fighting The issue divided the country and prolonged the civil war.prolong the 

crisis/the recession Tax increases will only help to prolong the recession.prolong 
the conversation/discussion/argument I was trying to think of some way to 
prolong the conversation.prolong your stay/visit She decided to prolong her stay so 

that she could do some more sightseeing.a prolonged drought (=one that is 
unusually long) The country is suffering from a prolonged drought.prolong the 
agony (=make someone suffer for an even longer time) The last thing she wanted was 

to prolong the agony and she decided to tell him the news 

immediately.THESAURUS: prolonglengthenperiod | time | season | lifeto  

make something last longer than the usual time:They suggested lengthening the 

training period for new teachers. | New security measures have lengthened the time 

passengers spend waiting at airports. | Greenhouses are used to lengthen the growing  

season for many crops. | Drug therapy has lengthened life  

significantly.extenddeadline | time | period | visa | contract | agreement | offer 

| lease | lifeto make something continue for a longer period of time – used especially  

about official arrangements:The publishers agreed to extend the deadline for the book 

until the end of the following month. | Lenders can extend the time for repayment of  

the loan. | I applied to extend my visa. | The company agreed to extend his contract  

by another year. | The offer has been extended for a further fourteen days. | Regular  

feeding will often extend the life of plants by many weeks.drag sth outto make a  

situation or event last longer than necessary:I wish they’d make a decision and 

not keep dragging it out. | Each side accused the other of dragging out the 

negotiations.  

prominent /ˈprɒmɪnənt $ ˈprɑː-/ adjective  THESAURUS > important (2) 

promise1 noun  1. a statement that you will definitely do or provide something 

or that something will definitely happenVERBSmake a promise I made a promise to 

my mother that I’d look after Dad. | Don’t make promises that you cannot keep.give 
(sb) a promise She hated keeping secrets, but she had given Mike her promise not to 
say anything.keep a promise also fulfil/honour a promise formal (=do what you 

promised to do) She said she would come back, and she kept her promise. | The mayor 
has fulfilled his promise to get tough on crime. | They never honoured their promise to 
pay compensation.break a promise (=not do what you promised to do) He would 

never break his promise to his wife. | Once again, the government 
has broken its promises.go back on your promise (=break it after it seemed that you 
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would keep it) Employees were angry that the company had gone back 

on its promise.renege on a promise formal (=break it – used especially about 
governments, political parties, companies etc) The government reneged on 

its promise to hold free and fair elections.hold sb to their promise (=make them 
keep it) The voters intend to hold the government to its promises.deliver on your 
promise (=do what you have promised) He criticized the government for failing 

to deliver on its promises.have sb’s promise literary (=they have promised you 
something) I must have your promise that you will tell no-one.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ promisea solemn promise (=a serious promise, which you must not break) As 

governor, I made a solemn promise to defend the law.a firm promise (=a definite 
promise) We have had several firm promises of help.a vague promise (=one that is 
not clear or definite) Larry made a vague promise to visit soon.a false/empty/hollow 

promise (=one that you do not intend to keep) He had deceived her with false 
promises of marriage.a broken promise (=one that someone did not keep) The people 
are tired of broken promises from politicians.a campaign/election promise The 

Chancellor was accused of breaking his campaign promise not to raise fuel tax.a 
binding promise (=one that must be obeyed) The court ruled that his 
employer’s promise was binding.PREPOSITIONSa promise of sth We received promises 

of support from several MPs.a promise to sb If he breaks his promise to me again, 
we’re finished.PHRASESbreach of promise formal (=failure to do what you have 
legally promised to do) She sued her husband for breach of promise when he left 

her.THESAURUS: promisepledgea public or official promise to do a particular  

thing in the future:The government has fulfilled at least 50% of its  

election pledges. | We have received pledges of help from various organizations.vowa 

very serious promise to do something or not to do something that you choose to  

make:He made a vow never to drink alcohol again. | The couple made their marriage 

vows.oatha formal promise, especially one that someone makes in a court of  

law:Witnesses swear a solemn oath to tell the truth. | Public officials  

must take an oath to support the US Constitution.undertakinga serious or public  

promise to do something, especially something difficult which needs a lot of effort or  

money:The police have given an undertaking to reduce street crime in the city  

centre. | He was made to sign a written undertaking that he would not go within a mile  

of her house.assurancea promise that something will happen or is true, made so that  

someone is less worried or more confident:You have my assurance that it won’t  

happen again. | The manager gave me his personal assurance that the goods would be 

delivered today.guaranteea very definite promise that something will happen. A 

guarantee is also a formal written promise by a company to repair or replace a product  

free if it has a fault within a fixed period of time:With any diet, there’s no guarantee 

of success. | I’m afraid I can’t give you a 100% guarantee. | Is the camera still under  

guarantee (=within the period during which it can be repaired or replaced 

free)?2. signs that something or someone will be good or successfulADJECTIVESgreat 

promise In his first role, he showed great promise.early/initial promise All that early 
promise has now faded.real promise This treatment for AIDS holds real promise of 
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success.considerable promise He showed considerable promise in a number of 

sports.enormous/tremendous promise The team is young and has tremendous 
promise.VERBSshow promise (=seem likely to be good or successful) She showed 

promise as a singer from an early age.hold promise (=show promise – used about 
things rather than people) The research holds great promise as a step towards a cure 
for cancer.fulfil your promise also live up to your promise (=be as good as 

expected) Some players never fulfil their early promise. | The rest of the movie, 
however, never quite lives up to the promise of that opening scene.PHRASESbe full of 
promise I’d just left college and the world seemed full of promise. 

promise2 /ˈprɒməs, ˈprɒmɪs $ ˈprɑː-/ verb [I,T]  to tell someone that you will 

definitely do or provide something or that something will 

happen GrammarPromise is usually used with an infinitive: She’s promised to do all  

she can to help. or with a (that) clause: Hurry up – we promised we wouldn’t be  

late. ADVERBSfaithfully promise (=with no intention of breaking your promise) Ann 

faithfully promised never to reveal my secret.solemnly promise (=seriously) Before 
her husband’s death, she had solemnly promised never to marry again.PHRASESas 
promised He came back two hours later, as promised.I can’t promise 

anything spoken (=used when telling someone that you are not sure if you can do 
something) I’ll do my best to finish the work today, but I can’t promise 
anything.Promise? “I’ll be back by 1.00.” “Promise?” “Yes! Don’t 

worry.”THESAURUS: promiseswearto make a very serious and sincere promise,  

for example in a law court:He had sworn to tell the truth. | Do you swear that this  

won't happen again? | I would never do that, I swear.give sb your word especially  

spokento promise sincerely that you will do something or that something is true –  

often used when you are trying to persuade someone that they can trust you:I give 

you my word that your money is safe with me. | I’ll let you go out tonight if you give 

me your word that you’ll be home by 11.vowto make a very serious promise, often to  

yourself:She vowed that she would never drink alcohol again. | They vowed to carry on  

their campaign for justice.assureto promise someone that something will happen or  

that something is true, in order to try to make them feel less worried:Police 

have assured the public that they are doing everything they can to find the 

killer.guaranteeto promise that you will make sure that something will definitely  

happen, so that there is no question of it not happening:I guarantee that you will have 

the documents by tomorrow. | How can you guarantee that this won’t happen 

again?pledgeto promise publicly or officially that you will do something, for example to  

give help or money:The government has pledged to increase overseas aid to $4 billion  

over the next five years.undertake formalto make an official or legal promise to do 

something:The government undertook to keep price increases to a minimum. | The 

two sides undertook to respect each other’s territory.commit to sth formalto make a  

firm and definite promise to do something important, which will affect you for a long 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1707] 

time and which could result in serious effects if you fail:Bobby felt unready to commit  

to a romantic relationship. | A group of 11 companies has committed to developing a  

new passenger plane.  

promotion AC /prəˈməʊʃən $ -ˈmoʊ-/ noun  1. a situation in which someone is 

given a more important job or position in a company or organizationVERBSget a 
promotion Mike got a promotion after working for two years at the company.gain 
promotion formal (=get a promotion) He gained rapid promotion to Assistant 

Director.deserve (a) promotion She deserves promotion after everything she has 
done for the firm.offer sb a promotion The company offered him 
a promotion following the success of the project.be passed over for promotion (=not 

be promoted) Helen was disappointed to be passed over for promotion yet 
again.ADJECTIVESrapid promotion Her energy and leadership qualities earned 
her rapid promotion.internal promotion (=within an organization) The company 

encourages internal promotion.PHRASESchance/opportunity for promotion They are 
stuck in low-paying jobs with little chance for promotion.prospects for 
promotion (=the chances of being promoted) The prospects for promotion in this 

company are very good.2. an activity intended to help sell a product, or the product 
that is being promotedADJECTIVESa special promotion Supermarkets often 

have special promotions to increase the sales of products.NOUNS + promotiona sales 
promotion The importance of sales promotions has increased steadily since the 
1960s.a book promotion The author will be visiting the city for a book 

promotion.3. BrE a situation in which a sports team moves into a better group of 
teamsVERBSgain/win promotion The team gained promotion to the Premier 
League.PREPOSITIONSpromotion to sth Leeds United gained promotion to Division 

One.ADJECTIVESautomatic promotion (=when a team is certain to be promoted 
because of its high position in a league) The top two teams in the league get automatic 
promotion.promotion + NOUNSa promotion race (=when teams at the top of a league 

are competing to get promotion) Five teams are currently involved in the promotion 
race.a promotion spot/place (=a place in a league which is high enough to get 
promotion for a team) Sheffield United are chasing a promotion spot. 

prompt /prɒmpt $ prɑːmpt/ adjective  THESAURUS > quick (1) 

pronunciation /prəˌnʌnsiˈeɪʃən/ noun  the way in which a language or a 

particular word is pronounced, or the way in which someone pronounces the words of a 
languageADJECTIVESthe right/correct pronunciation Don’t be afraid to ask your 

teacher about the correct pronunciation of unfamiliar words.the wrong/incorrect 
pronunciation I knew what the word meant, but I used the wrong 
pronunciation. | This pronunciation is considered to be incorrect.the standard 

pronunciation What is the standard pronunciation of ‘bath’ in 
English?English/French/Spanish etc pronunciation This book will teach you the 
basic rules and patterns of French pronunciation.sb’s pronunciation is 

good/perfect Her English pronunciation is almost perfect.sb’s pronunciation is 

bad/terrible If your pronunciation is bad, people will not understand you. Received  

pronunciation or RP is the name for the standard way of pronouncing British  

English. VERBSimprove your pronunciation Talking with native speakers 
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helps improve your pronunciation.learn pronunciation Try to learn the 

correct pronunciation of any new words you come across.practise 
pronunciation BrE practice pronunciation AmE You 

can practise your pronunciation by recording yourself.correct sb’s 
pronunciation Please correct my pronunciation if I get any of your names 
wrong.teach pronunciation Teaching pronunciation is useful and fun for 

students.pronunciation + NOUNSa pronunciation problem The difference between ‘shi’ 
and ‘si’ is one of the most common pronunciation problems for foreign students of 
English.a pronunciation exercise These pronunciation exercises will help you speak 

clear and natural English. | You will find the pronunciation practice at the end of each 
unit of your coursebook.a pronunciation drill (=an exercise in which you have to 
repeat something many times) The teacher made us do a pronunciation drill.(a) 

pronunciation practice You will find the pronunciation practice at the end of each unit 
of your coursebook.PREPOSITIONSthe pronunciation of sth The pronunciation 
of some of these names is very difficult. 

proof /pruːf/ noun  facts, information, documents etc that prove something is 

trueVERBShave proof The newspaper claimed it had proof that he had lied to the 
court. | Do you have any proof that he stole your purse?there is proof There 

is no proof that he is who he says he is.find proof We found no proof that he had 
stolen the money.provide/give/produce proof You will be asked to provide proof of 
your identity. | No one has yet produced any proof of a conspiracy.need 

proof He needed proof to back up his allegations.want proof If you want proof, check 
my bank statement.demand proof He demanded proof that his son was still alive 
before paying the ransom.ADJECTIVESscientific proof They say they have scientific 

proof that the treatment works.clear proof These figures are clear proof that the 
economy is heading out of recession.conclusive/irrefutable proof (=that definitely 
proves something must be true) There is no conclusive proof that our client is 

guilty. | The inscription on the vase provides irrefutable proof that it is 
Greek.tangible/concrete proof (=clear and definite, in a way that can be seen, 
touched etc) The medal is tangible proof of his bravery. | I don’t have any concrete 

proof of his involvement, it’s just a feeling.further proof (=additional proof) He 
showed his driving licence as further proof of his identity.living proof (=someone 
whose existence or experience proves something) She is living proof that staying active 

keeps you younger.PREPOSITIONSproof of sth There is no conclusive proof of life on 
other planets.without proof Without proof, no one will believe us.PHRASESproof of 
identity (=something that proves who you are) Do you have any proof of identity, 

such as a passport?proof of purchase (=a receipt or other document proving that you 
bought something) We require proof of purchase before making a refund.proof of 
ownership The deeds of the house are proof of ownership and should be kept in a safe 

place.the burden of proof (=the duty to prove that you are right in a legal case) The 
burden of proof is on the prosecution.proof positive (=definite proof that cannot be 
doubted) This is proof positive that she lied. 

propaganda /ˌprɒpəˈɡændə $ ˌprɑː-/ noun  information which is false or which 

emphasizes just one part of a situation, used by a government or group to make people 
agree with themADJECTIVES/NOUNS + propagandagovernment/official 

propaganda According to the official propaganda, the country’s economy was now 
more successful than ever.political propaganda What we need are facts, not political 
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propaganda.enemy propaganda The radio was broadcasting enemy 

propaganda.party propaganda (=based on the opinions of a political party) He 
accused the newspaper of printing party propaganda.right-wing/left-wing 

propaganda These claims are nothing more than right-wing 
propaganda.British/American etc propaganda He claimed the stories were untrue 
and that they were just American propaganda.Communist/Fascist/Nazi 

propaganda A lot of Communist propaganda was about the evils of 
capitalism.VERBSspread propaganda The paper was accused of spreading anti-
government propaganda.believe propaganda He believed all the 

party’s propaganda about helping the workers get better lives.propaganda + NOUNSa 
propaganda campaign The party mounted a massive propaganda campaign against 
their political opponents.a propaganda exercise (=something which is done as 

propaganda and has no useful purpose) The meeting was just a propaganda 
exercise for the company.a propaganda film She produced propaganda films for the 
Nazis.the propaganda machine (=people and systems producing official 

propaganda) The government’s propaganda machine presented the incident as a 
triumph.a propaganda weapon/tool (=something that can be used for 
propaganda) Sporting success was used as a propaganda weapon by the 

government. | The newspaper had been turned into a propaganda tool.a propaganda 
war/battle They began a propaganda war for the hearts and minds of the 
people.propaganda value (=ability to be used for propaganda) There was propaganda 

value in agreeing to a peace conference.PHRASESa piece of propaganda The film was 
a typical piece of wartime propaganda.a form of propaganda More subtle forms of 
propaganda were used after the war.for propaganda purposes Their problems have 

been exploited for propaganda purposes. 

property /ˈprɒpəti $ ˈprɑːpər-/ noun  1. the thing or things that someone 

owns GrammarProperty is uncountable in this meaning. Don’t use it in the  

plural. ADJECTIVESsb’s personal property (=things that a particular person 

owns) My home insurance policy covers damage to personal property of up to 

£7,000.stolen property Some of the stolen property was found in Mason’s house.lost 
property (=bags or other things lost or left accidentally in a public place) Luckily for 
me, someone had handed my wallet in at the lost property office.intellectual 

property (=something that someone has invented or has the right to make or sell, 
which cannot be legally copied) There are laws governing the protection of intellectual 
property.NOUNS + propertyschool/company property The boys were arrested and 

charged with damaging school property.THESAURUS: propertypossessionsall  

the things that you own or have with you at a particular time:He sold all his  

possessions and left the country. | The prisoners were allowed to have few personal  

possessions.belongingsthings you own such as clothes, books etc, especially things  

you take with you when travelling:I quickly packed a few of my belongings in an  

overnight bag. | Remember to take all your belongings with you when you leave the 

train.things spoken also stuff informalsmall things you own, such as clothes, books  

etc:Don’t leave your things all over the floor! | I’ve got so much stuff, I don’t know 

where to put it all.valuablesthings that you own that are worth a lot of money and 
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may get stolen, for example jewellery or cameras:The advice from police is: if you 

have valuables don’t leave them in the car. | She kept all her valuables under the 

bed.personal effects formalsmall things you own – used especially when there is an  

accident, a robbery, or the person who owns them dies:After Turing’s death in 1954,  

his mother received his personal effects. | The insurance policy covers damage to  

baggage and personal effects – up to £1,000 per person. | Sections of aircraft  

wreckage and personal effects were scattered all around.assetshouses, land, shares  

etc that a person or organization owns and would be able to sell if they needed money 

– used especially in legal or business contexts:Many homeowners now have assets  

of over £234,000 in the value of their home alone. | The court has the right to  

confiscate financial assets such as bonds and shares.2. a house, building, or an area of 

land or houses, buildings, or land in general GrammarIn this meaning property can  

be countable: She owns several properties. or uncountable: The company buys and  

sells property. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + propertyprivate property (=owned by a 

particular person, organization etc and not for other people to use) The land on the 
other side of the gate is private property.commercial property (=buildings used by 
businesses) Rents on commercial property are due to rise.residential 

property (=buildings for people to live in) There is a big demand for residential 
property in the south of the country.VERBSbuy/sell (a) 
property I bought the property in 2008. | The loan was taken out to purchase 

property in the UK. | She has been trying to sell the property since last July.own (a) 
property She owns several properties in the area.rent/let (a) property I decided 
to let the property I owned in London and buy a house in the country. | If you 

are renting out your property, you must pay tax on the income you receive.lease a 
property (=rent it for the period of time stated in a legal document called a lease) The 

theatre company leased the property from the local council.view a property (=go and 
look around a house that you are interested in buying) I made appointments 
to view several properties.property + NOUNSproperty prices Property prices are much 

lower here than in the capital.property values Property values in this area have been 
rising.the property market There are signs of an improvement in the property 
market.a property owner Just now, it makes sense for property owners to extend 

their houses rather than move.a property developer (=a person or company who 
makes money by buying land and then building houses, factories etc on it) The site was 
sold recently to a local property developer.3. a quality or feature that a substance, 

plant etc has GrammarThis meaning of property is countable. It is often used in the  

plural. ADJECTIVESspecial properties Carbon has special properties, which make it 

highly suitable for this type of use.similar properties The virus shared similar 
properties with HIV.physical properties The class were doing experiments to study 
the physical properties of water.chemical properties The different substances are 

listed in groups according to their chemical properties.electrical properties Each type 
of cell has distinct electrical properties.magnetic properties We tested the magnetic 
properties of iron and nickel.antiseptic properties A chemical found in the leaves of 
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the plant has antiseptic properties.healing/medicinal/health-giving properties The 

old women know about the healing properties of local herbs. | They believed that the 
water had special health-giving properties.inherent properties (=a natural quality 

that something has) Two of the inherent properties of aluminium are its lightness and 
strength.VERBShave properties also possess properties formal The root of the 
plant has medicinal properties.study sth’s properties Researchers began studying the 

biological properties of each cell.alter sth’s properties Heat can alter the 
metal’s properties and make it weaker. 

proportion AC /prəˈpɔːʃən $ -ˈpɔːr-/ noun  1. the amount of something, 

compared with the whole amount that existsTHESAURUS: 

proportion→ amount2. used when talking about the size or importance of 

something GrammarAlways plural in this meaning. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ proportionenormous/massive/gigantic proportions The oil spill in the Gulf of 
Mexico was an ecological disaster of enormous proportions.alarming 

proportions (=very worrying) Credit card debt has reached alarming proportions in 
the UK.epic proportions (=extremely serious) This was a public relations disaster 

of epic proportions.epidemic proportions (=used when saying that a problem affects 
a huge number of people) The flu outbreak has reached epidemic proportions.historic 
proportions (=so serious that it will be remembered for a long time) We were trapped 

for three days by a blizzard of historic proportions.manageable proportions (=not too 
big to deal with) You need to keep your debts within manageable proportions.mythic 
proportions (=so great or large that it seems almost impossible) Reaching the oil 

reserves deep under the ocean is a feat of mythic proportions.VERBSreach 
alarming/serious/epidemic etc proportions Shoplifting 
has reached epidemic proportions.grow to large/enormous etc proportions The 

fish grows to gigantic proportions.PREPOSITIONSof ... proportions The volcanic 
eruption was of disastrous proportions. 

proposal /prəˈpəʊzəl $ -ˈpoʊ-/ noun  a formal plan or suggestionVERBSmake a 

proposal The report makes several proposals for improvement.put forward a 

proposal (=suggest one) They put forward a proposal for a joint research 
project.submit a proposal (=officially make a proposal to an organization) You will 

have to submit your proposal in writing.come up with a proposal (=think of one) The 
group came up with a proposal to improve the local park.draw up a proposal (=write 
a proposal, after it has been officially discussed) A committee of experts drew up 

proposals for a constitution.approve/accept a 
proposal The proposal was approved by the committee.support/back a 
proposal None of these groups support the government’s proposals.reject a 

proposal Councillors had twice rejected proposals for a new village school.consider a 
proposal We shall consider their proposals carefully.discuss a proposal He 
had discussed the proposal with the Egyptian president.vote on a 

proposal Shareholders will vote on the proposal on 5 May.ADJECTIVESa detailed 
proposal They drew up a detailed proposal and submitted it to the planning 
committee.a specific/concrete proposal (=clear and definite) The report will 

make specific proposals for further investigation.a new proposal Developers 
submitted new proposals for the use of the land.a controversial proposal (=one that 
people disagree about) Ministers will vote on a controversial proposal to legalize the 
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drug.a formal proposal We have to submit a formal proposal to the 

shareholders.NOUNS + proposala government proposal Thousands protested 
against government proposals to cut health budgets.a research proposal Applicants 

should prepare a short research proposal on their chosen topic.a marriage 
proposal also a proposal of marriage (=the act of asking someone to marry 
you) She had received several marriage proposals.a peace proposal (=a plan to 

achieve peace) The Israeli government responded positively to the US peace 
proposals.a budget/tax proposal Criticism of the budget proposals was voiced by the 
International Monetary Fund.PREPOSITIONSa proposal for sth Any proposals 

for change will have to win the support of local people.a proposal by sb The proposal 
by city officials to increase parking fees has encountered opposition.under a 
proposal Under the proposal, companies would be charged per tonne of waste 

disposed of. 

proposition /ˌprɒpəˈzɪʃən $ ˌprɑː-/ noun  1. a suggestion or offerVERBSput a 

proposition to sb also make (sb) a proposition I’ve got a proposition to put 
to you.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + propositiona business proposition He said he had 

a business proposition for me.a commercial proposition (=likely to be financially 
successful) Gold mining is not a commercial proposition here.an attractive/tempting 

proposition The offer to play for Liverpool would be an attractive proposition for 
him.an interesting proposition The opportunity to travel makes this job offer 
an interesting proposition.a practical/viable proposition (=likely to be possible or 

successful) A complete ban on strikes is not a practical proposition.a serious 
proposition No one thought his bid to take over the company was a serious 
proposition.2. something that you have to do or deal withADJECTIVESa 

difficult/tough/tricky proposition Cooking for vegetarians is easy but cooking for 
vegans is a tougher proposition.a risky proposition Not having insurance is a risky 
proposition for any business.an attractive proposition The imminent visit from my 

parents was not an attractive proposition.an expensive proposition Children can 
represent an expensive proposition for families.a different proposition I’ve worked 
here for years but running the place would be a different proposition entirely. 

prose /prəʊz $ proʊz/ noun  language used in novels and written descriptions, 

which is not usually used in poetryADJECTIVESclear/plain prose The booklet is written 
in admirably clear prose.elegant prose The novel was praised for its elegant 

prose.descriptive prose Long sections of the book use descriptive prose to convey the 
inner thoughts and feelings of the characters.purple/flowery prose (=writing that is 
too elaborate) Try to avoid using purple prose in your essays.prose + NOUNSsb’s prose 

style His prose style is clear and elegant.prose fiction She is mainly known for her 
drama and poetry rather than for her prose fiction.a prose passage The students were 
asked to read a short prose passage and answer questions on it.a prose work He 

wrote a number of serious prose works.a prose writer also a writer of prose He is 
a prose writer whose work has been published in several countries.PHRASESa piece of 
prose This volume contains every piece of prose that the author wrote, including 

essays and reviews.a collection of prose Her latest collection of prose will be 
published next week.write sth in prose A novel is simply a long story written in prose. 

prosecution /ˌprɒsɪˈkjuːʃən $ ˌprɑː-/ noun  1. the lawyers in a court who are 

trying to prove that someone is guilty of a crimeVERBSthe prosecution 

alleges/claims sth The prosecution alleges that Gilfoyle killed her and tried to make it 
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look like an accident.the prosecution argues sth The prosecution argued that it was 

an illegal bank account.prosecution + NOUNSa prosecution witness also a witness 
for the prosecution She gave evidence as a prosecution witness.a prosecution 

lawyer He denied suggestions from prosecution lawyers that he had been jealous.the 
prosecution team He is a member of the prosecution team.the prosecution 
case The prosecution case was that the murder was planned.2. a situation in which a 

charge is made against someone for a crime, or someone is judged for a crime in a 
court of lawPHRASESbe liable to/for prosecution formal (=may be 
prosecuted) Businesses which do not meet the standards required are liable for 

prosecution.be immune from prosecution formal (=protected from 
prosecution) State governors are immune from prosecution while in office.immunity 
from prosecution formal (=the state of being protected from prosecution) He gave 

information to the police in return for immunity from prosecution.VERBSbring a 
prosecution against sb (=prosecute them) It was decided not to bring a prosecution 
against him.face prosecution He is facing prosecution for selling cigarettes to people 

under the age of 18.risk prosecution The new law means that parents risk 
prosecution if they smack their children.escape/avoid prosecution She was lucky 
to escape prosecution.ADJECTIVESa criminal prosecution Failure to hand over the 

documents could result in criminal prosecution.a private prosecution (=when an 
individual takes someone to court, rather than the state doing this) The victim’s widow 
is considering a private prosecution.a successful prosecution We do not have enough 

evidence for a successful prosecution.PREPOSITIONSprosecution of sb The change in 
law will allow quicker prosecution of offenders.prosecution of sth The law allows for 
the prosecution of war crimes across national boundaries.prosecution for sth Walters 

could face prosecution for his role in the fraud. 

prospect AC /ˈprɒspekt $ ˈprɑː-/ noun  1. the possibility that something will 

happen – used especially when talking about how you feel about itADJECTIVESan 

exciting prospect Deana was facing the exciting prospect of a trip to Australia.an 
attractive/enticing prospect A journey of that length was not an attractive 
prospect.a daunting prospect (=rather frightening) Making a speech to 1,000 people 

is a pretty daunting prospect.a terrifying/frightening prospect Change of any kind 
can be a frightening prospect.a gloomy/grim/bleak prospect Many Britons face 
the grim prospect of losing their jobs.a realistic/real prospect (=something that 

could really happen) There is no realistic prospect of success.an immediate 
prospect The island faces the immediate prospect of more violence.little prospect of 
sth These children had a poor education and little prospect of finding work.VERBSface 

the prospect (of sth) Greece faces the prospect of new general elections next 
month.raise/offer the prospect of sth (=make it a possibility that something might 
happen) This discovery raises the prospect of a cure for the disease.relish the 

prospect (of sth) (=enjoy the thought of it very much) She would have to speak to 
him. She didn’t relish the prospect.welcome the prospect (of sth) Ailsa welcomed 
the prospect of some company for the evening.dread the prospect (of sth) (=feel 

very worried about it) I dread the prospect of staying here while you’re away.consider 
the prospect (of sth) He had never seriously considered the prospect of leaving his 
wife.discuss the prospect (of sth) We are discussing the prospect of going to China 

next year.PREPOSITIONSthe prospect of (doing) sth The prospect of marriage 
terrified Alice.PHRASESbe excited/thrilled/delighted etc at the prospect I was 
excited at the prospect of going to Washington.be alarmed/appalled/upset etc at 
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the prospect She was secretly appalled at the prospect of staying at her 

aunt’s.2. someone or something’s prospects are their chances of future 

success GrammarAlways plural in this meaning. ADJECTIVESfuture prospects It can 

be difficult to predict the future prospects of a business.long-term/short-term 
prospects (=for a long time or a short time in the future) She is very confident about 
her long-term prospects with the company.economic/political/commercial 

prospects The study concluded that the economic prospects for the area are very 
poor.good/bright prospects The family moved constantly, in search of better 
prospects.poor prospects (=not good) Prospects for economic growth next year are 

poor.bleak prospects (=very bad, with the result that you do not have any hope for 
the future) Job prospects are bleak for many teenagers in the city.NOUNS 

+ prospectjob/career/employment prospects She earned a higher salary, and had 

better career prospects than her husband.promotion prospects Dan worried that this 
affair at work would affect his promotion prospects.VERBSimprove/enhance 
sb’s/sth’s prospects The scheme aims to improve the employment prospects of 

young people.damage sb’s/sth’s prospects Bad publicity will damage the 
company’s prospects.prospects look good/bright/bleak etc The country’s 
economic prospects look brighter than they did last year.PREPOSITIONSprospects for 

sth Prospects for the climate treaty look less than promising. 

prospective AC /prəˈspektɪv/ adjective  likely to do a particular thing or achieve 

a particular position GrammarProspective is only used before a noun. NOUNSa 

prospective employer It is important to have a smart appearance when meeting 
a prospective employer.a prospective employee Prospective employees look for 

benefits such as a good pension scheme.a prospective buyer also a prospective 
purchaser formal He had a prospective buyer for the boat.a prospective 
customer/client We are conducting market research among existing and prospective 

customers.a prospective investor The company needs to be attractive to prospective 
investors.a prospective candidate He is the Conservative Party’s prospective 
candidate for Oxford East.a prospective student/pupil The college will be holding an 

open day for prospective students.prospective parents (=people who may have a 
child in the future, or parents who may send their child to a particular school) Adoption 
is more complicated than many prospective parents believe. | Prospective parents are 

welcome to visit the school at any time. 

prosperous /ˈprɒspərəs $ ˈprɑː-/ adjective  THESAURUS > rich (1) 

protect /prəˈtekt/ verb [T]  to keep someone or something safe from harm, 

damage, or illnessADVERBSprotect sb/sth effectively/adequately Some child car 

seats do not protect children adequately.protect sb/sth completely/fully A strong 
bag protects your laptop fully from dust and dirt.be well protected All the pipes are 
well protected against freezing temperatures.be poorly protected (=not well 

enough) If your computer is poorly protected, it may get infected by viruses.be 
heavily protected (=by a lot of people, laws etc) The soldiers live in a heavily 
protected military base.be legally protected (=by law) After two years, their jobs are 

legally protected.VERBSbe designed to protect sb/sth from sth The towers were 
designed to protect the country from invasion.help to protect against sth Sunscreen 
helps to protect against sunburn.PREPOSITIONSprotect sb/sth against 

sb/sth Physical exercise can protect you against heart disease.protect sb/sth from 
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sth Wear sunglasses to protect your eyes from the sun.THESAURUS: 

protectgive/offer/provide protectionto protect someone from something  

harmful:Wearing a hat offers some protection from the sun. | The drug can give 

protection against cancer. | The law provides no protection for customers.guardto  

protect a person, place, or object by staying near them and watching them:Police 

officers guarded the entrance to the building. | He is guarded by armed men.saveto  

protect someone or something when they are in danger of being harmed or  

destroyed:Local people are fighting to save the theatre. | Emergency aid could save 

millions of people who are threatened with starvation.preserveto keep something,  

especially buildings or the environment, from being harmed, destroyed, or changed too  

much:The organization works to preserve forests. | There is little money for preserving  

historic buildings.safeguardto protect something important, such as people’s rights,  

interests, jobs, health etc:The deal will safeguard 200 jobs at the factory. | Laws 

should do more to safeguard the rights of victims.shieldto put something in front of  

something else to protect it. Also used to talk about protecting people from unpleasant  

situations:He lifted his hand to shield his eyes from the light. | They thought the public  

should be shielded from the truth.shelterto provide a place where someone or  

something is protected from the weather or from danger:The village is sheltered by a  

belt of trees. | His family had sheltered Jews during the 

war.harbour BrE harbor AmEto help and protect someone who has done something  

illegal, and prevent the police from finding them:He is accused of harbouring suspected  

terrorists. Harbour or shelter?Both these words are used about protecting people  

from harm by preventing the authorities from finding them. You use harbour when  

you strongly disapprove of what someone has done, because it is illegal and helps  

criminals. You use shelter when you approve of what someone has done, because  

they have helped to save someone's life from the enemy.  

protection /prəˈtekʃən/ noun  when someone or something is 

protectedADJECTIVESgood/effective protection This lightweight jacket gives good 
protection from rain and wind.complete/full protection No security system can ever 

give complete protection against a determined thief.greater/better protection The 
law should give greater protection to victims.extra/added protection The police were 
issued with body armour for extra protection.adequate/sufficient 

protection (=enough) Car seats for children should provide adequate 
protection.inadequate protection (=not enough) The design of the building 
provides inadequate protection against damp.environmental protection A draft 

agreement on environmental protection for Antarctica was discussed.legal 
protection (=protection given by laws) This Act gives you legal protection if goods that 
you buy are faulty.NOUNS + protectionpolice protection (=protection by the 

police) The witnesses were given police protection.consumer protection (=for people 
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who buy goods) The consumer protection regulations will include new online shopping 

rules.data protection (=protecting information from being stolen or wrongly used) The 
company has a policy of strict data protection.copyright protection The copyright 

protection on his work has been extended to 2023.child protection (=protecting 
children from being harmed) Officers from the child protection team were called in after 
the girl was found to have bruises.VERBSgive/provide/offer protection The 

drug provides protection against malaria.afford protection formal (=provide someone 
with protection) They say they are afforded no protection by the security forces.have 
protection When you are on the mountain you have no protection against the wind 

and rain.get/receive protection The soldiers will get some protection from their gas 
masks.need/require protection He seemed to think that she needed protection.seek 
protection They were forced to seek the protection of the 

police.PREPOSITIONSprotection against sth Vitamin C helps give protection 
against infection.protection for sb/sth This law provides protection for threatened 
animals and plants.protection of sb/sth The government must follow international 

standards for the protection of refugees.PHRASESa degree/measure of 
protection (=some protection) The shelter gave us a measure of protection against 
the bitter cold.the level of protection Sun cream is classified according to the level of 

protection that it provides. 

protective /prəˈtektɪv/ adjective  1. used for protectionNOUNSprotective 

clothing/suit Firefighters wear special protective clothing.protective equipment It is 

the employer’s responsibility to supply workers with protective equipment such as 
safety glasses.a protective layer/cover/coating The Earth has a protective 
layer known as the ozone layer.protective measures Home-owners should take 

simple protective measures to protect their homes from thieves.PREPOSITIONSbe 
protective against sth (=prevent someone from getting a disease) The drug 
is protective against the disease.2. wanting to protect someone or something from 

harm or dangerVERBSfeel protective towards sb/sth She had always felt protective 
towards her younger brother.ADVERBSfiercely protective He is fiercely protective of 
his independence.highly protective These dogs are ideal as guard dogs and are highly 

protective of their owners.too protective/overly protective Parents should try not to 
be overly protective of their children.PREPOSITIONSprotective towards 
sb/sth also protective of sb/sth formal I can’t help feeling protective towards my 

kids. 

protest1 /ˈprəʊtest $ ˈproʊ-/ noun  1. public actions that are intended to show 

strong disagreementADJECTIVES/NOUNS + protestpolitical protest Lee spent five 

years in prison for his involvement in political protest.a public/popular protest The 
announcement led to widespread public protests.a peaceful protest Around 5,000 
students began a peaceful protest.a violent/angry protest Three people died 

yesterday in violent protests against the government.a mass protest (=one involving 
a lot of people) There were mass protests in the capital.a massive protest They 
reacted to the king’s forced abdication with massive public protests.widespread 

protests (=involving many people in many places) Despite widespread protests, the 
government went ahead with the plan.a street protest There was a ban on street 
protests.a student protest Student protests were crushed by police.an anti-

government/anti-war protest Religious leaders continued to lead anti-government 
protests.VERBShold/stage/mount a protest Opponents of the plan 
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have staged several protests.take part in/join a protest Hundreds of 

people joined the protest.lead to/spark (off)/provoke protests (=cause them) The 
arrests sparked off violent street protests.organize a protest Dissatisfied 

customers organized a protest outside the store.protests erupt (=start 
suddenly) Massive protests erupted across the country.protest + NOUNSa protest 
group/movement Leaders of the protest movement have called for a general strike.a 

protest march Students held a protest march against the war.a protest rally (=a 
large outdoor public meeting to protest about something) A protest rally in the capital 
was attended by about 400 people.PREPOSITIONSa protest against sth Thousands of 

people took part in a protest against government cuts.a protest by sb The 
announcement provoked widespread protests by students.in protest at sth Employees 
came out on strike in protest at poor working conditions.PHRASESa wave of 

protests (=several protests) The incident resulted in a wave of protests.2. something 
you do or say to show that you do not like something or do not want to do 
somethingADJECTIVESa loud protest Judging by the loud protests, the children were 

not happy at having to do the test again.an angry protest There were angry 
protests when the decision was first announced.a formal/official protest The team 
has made a formal protest to the Football Association.a strong protest Greece lodged 

a strong protest over the EU’s decision.VERBSmake a protest also lodge a 
protest formal He made a formal protest about the way he had been treated by the 
police.sth prompts/provokes/draws a protest (=causes a protest) Her 

comments prompted protests from ministers.ignore a 
protest He ignored their protests and continued with his criticism of their 
work.PREPOSITIONSwithout protest She drank the medicine without protest.a 

protest from sb The comments drew protests from some community leaders.a 
protest against sth The article was a clear protest against the way she had been 
treated.PHRASESa storm of protest (=a lot of complaints) There was a storm of 

protest when the programme was first broadcast.howls of protest (=loud or public 
complaints) The announcement was met with howls of protest.a letter of protest She 
wrote a letter of protest to the company. 

protest2 /prəˈtest $ ˈprə-/ verb  to say that you disagree or do not want to do 

something, or to take action with a group of other people to show thisADVERBSprotest 
strongly/vigorously Human rights groups protested vigorously against the 

decision.protest loudly She was protesting loudly because she did not want to go 
home.NOUNSprotest your innocence (=say repeatedly and publicly that you are 
innocent) In jail he continued to protest his innocence.PREPOSITIONSprotest against 

sth Thousands of people blocked the street, protesting against the new law.protest 

about/at sth Parents have protested about the plan to close the school. In British  

English, people usually say protest against a decision/war etc. In American  

English, people usually say protest a war/decision etc. THESAURUS: 

protestmarchto walk in a large group from one place to another in order to protest  

about something:Hundreds of students marched through the city in protest against the 

employment laws.demonstrateto walk or stand somewhere in a large group, in order  

to protest about something:About 200 people were demonstrating outside the US 
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Embassy. | Environmentalists have been demonstrating against plans to dump waste 

at sea.riotto protest by behaving in a violent and uncontrolled way:The killing of an  

unarmed man by a police officer was followed by three days of rioting. | The prisoners  

were rioting as a protest against the appalling conditions at the jail.boycottto protest  

about the actions of a company, country, or industry by refusing to buy something, or  

refusing to go to a place or event:The country says it may boycott the next Olympic  

Games. | Shoppers are boycotting French goods.hold/stage a sit-into protest by 

refusing to leave a place:The students have been staging a sit-in to protest about  

overcrowding at the polytechnic.go on a hunger strike also go on hunger  

strike BrEto protest by refusing to eat:Maynard went on a hunger strike to protest his  

innocence.  

protester /prəˈtestə $ -ər/ noun  someone who shows their opposition to 

something publicly, especially by taking part in a demonstrationADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ protesterpeace protesters Hundreds of women peace protesters gathered outside a 
nuclear base.anti-war/anti-government etc protesters Police fired rubber bullets 
at anti-government protesters on Monday.pro-democracy protesters He sided 

with pro-democracy protesters.civil rights/animal rights protesters Fur stores have 
been attacked by animal rights protesters.student protesters There were 

demonstrations by student protesters during the president’s visit.opposition 
protesters (=protesters who oppose the government) Opposition protesters called for 
the president’s removal.peaceful protesters Troops opened fire on peaceful 

protesters.VERBSprotesters march somewhere Protesters marched through the 
streets of the capital.protesters 
demonstrate The protesters are demonstrating against the government.protesters 

gather somewhere Thousands of protesters gathered outside the presidential 
palace.protesters demand/call for sth The protesters are demanding the resignation 
of the governor.protesters shout/chant sth A small group of anti-

American protesters shouted slogans and waved placards.PHRASESa crowd/group of 
protesters Her car was surrounded by a group of protesters.protesters take to the 
streets (=gather or walk in the streets to protest) Thousands of protesters took to the 

streets to demonstrate against the administration. 

proud /praʊd/ adjective  feeling pleased about your achievements or 

possessions, or about the achievements of your family, your country 

etcADVERBSvery/really proud Your family must be very proud of 
you.extremely/immensely/intensely proud He said he was immensely proud to 
have been elected prime minister. | She was intensely proud of being 

Japanese.fiercely proud (=extremely proud of something and reacting strongly if 
anyone criticizes them) They are fiercely proud of their native land.rather proud She 
was rather proud of herself for having the idea.justifiably/justly/rightly 

proud (=with good reason) He is justifiably proud of what he and his father 
achieved.VERBSfeel proud I felt very proud of my son when he got his master’s 
degree.seem proud She seems proud to be like her father.make sb proud His 

success made his parents very proud.NOUNSthe proud owner (of sth) also the 
proud possessor of sth formal She is now the proud owner of a new sports car.a 
proud mother/father/parent Mark is the proud father of a three-week-old baby 
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boy.PREPOSITIONSproud of sb/sth The company is justly proud of its 

achievements.proud of yourself You should be proud of yourself – getting an A in 
English isn’t easy.PHRASESsomething to be proud of His past achievements are 

certainly something to be proud of.have every/good reason to be proud (=it is right 
that someone is proud) We have every reason to be proud of our country’s health 

service.THESAURUS: proudarrogant disapprovingbehaving in an unpleasant and 

annoying way, because you think you are better or know more than other people, and 

that your opinions are always right:He was arrogant and regarded people who 

disagreed with him as fools. | Helen had an arrogant attitude and seemed to think that  

she deserved special treatment. | Doreen tossed her head in an arrogant manner. "I  

couldn't care less about what you think." | He felt that Americans were too arrogant in  

their dealings with other nations.vain disapprovingtoo proud of your appearance, in a  

way that annoys other people:He’s so vain – he thinks all the girls want to go out with  

him. | Andrew was very vain about his looks and spent hours in the 

gym.conceited/big-headed disapprovingproud of yourself because you think you are 

very intelligent, skilful, beautiful etc, especially without good reason and in a way that  

annoys people:One of her friends had fallen madly in love with an artist, a rather  

conceited young man named Stewart. | She became incredibly big-headed after she 

was offered the job. | I don't know how to say this without sounding conceited, but  

he's something rather special, my son.pompous disapprovingthinking that you are 

much more important than you really are, and using very long and formal words to try  

to sound important:The clerk was a pompous little man with glasses. | I didn't want  

to sound 

pompous.smug disapprovingexpression | smile | grin | satisfactionpleased with  

yourself in a quiet but annoying way because you think you are in a better position  

than other people:I'd like to wipe that smug expression off his face. | He leaned back  

in his chair with an air of smug satisfaction on his face. | Milly was looking very smug 

about coming top of the class.self-

satisfied disapprovingexpression | smile | facepleased with what you have achieved 

and showing it clearly in an annoying way:She could see by his self-satisfied  

expression that he knew he had won. | Janice climbed into her new sports car and 

looked around her with a self-satisfied smile. | She glared angrily into his self-satisfied  

face.pleased with yourselffeeling pleased because something good has happened,  

especially because you think you have been very clever, skilful etc:He was smoking a  

big cigar and was obviously pleased with himself. | I had made a big profit and 

was feeling pretty pleased with myself.  

prove /pruːv/ verb  1. to show that something is true by providing facts, 

information etc GrammarIn passives, you often say that something is or has  

been proven: The drug has been proven to stop the spread of cancer. You can also  
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use the regular past participle proved in the same meaning. PHRASESprove sb 

guilty/innocent The law states that you are innocent until proved guilty.prove sb 
wrong/right They say I’m too old to do the job, but I’m going to prove 

them all wrong.prove sth beyond (any/all) doubt also prove sth beyond a 
shadow of a doubt The analysis proves beyond all doubt that the painting is a 
fake.sth proves nothing (=it does not show that something is true at all) These 

comments prove nothing.NOUNSprove a theory No evidence emerged 
to prove either theory.prove your case The state had failed to prove its case.prove 
an allegation/claim There is no evidence to prove the allegations that he was 

involved in the theft.prove sb’s guilt/innocence He claims the police destroyed 
records that could prove the officer’s guilt.prove the existence of sth These pictures 
do not prove the existence of water on Mars.prove your point (=show that you are 

right) To prove her point, Dr Hurdal showed her audience a scan of a patient’s 
brain.prove a link The study aimed to prove a link between parental style and 
children’s behaviour.ADVERBSprove sth conclusively (=without any doubt) It is 

impossible to prove conclusively that the changes are a result of global warming.be 
scientifically proven Smoking has been scientifically proven to cause serious damage 
to health.PREPOSITIONSprove sth to sb I knew he was lying, but there was no way I 

could prove it to the others.2. if something proves difficult, useful, a success etc, you 
find that it is difficult, useful etcADJECTIVESprove difficult It is proving difficult to find 
a convenient date for the meeting.prove impossible Reaching an agreement 

may prove impossible.prove useful/invaluable Her skill in languages proved 
useful when she got a job in a hotel.prove successful/effective The 

treatment proved so successful that it was used on other patients.prove popular The 
new restaurant has proved very popular.prove costly/expensive Taking the matter to 
court could prove costly.prove necessary It proved necessary to bring in extra staff to 

help.prove crucial His experience proved crucial to the team’s success.prove 
elusive (=be difficult to achieve or get) Peace has proved elusive, and terrorism 
remains a threat.prove fatal Her injuries proved fatal.prove disastrous On such a 

narrow road, any driver error could prove disastrous.NOUNSprove a success/hit The 
event proved a great success.prove a problem The weather proved a problem for the 
runners.prove a challenge Finding the right person for the job will prove a challenge. 

provide /prəˈvaɪd/ verb  to give something to someone or make it available to 

themNOUNSprovide a service Most people thought the company provided a 
good service.provide help/support/assistance The hotel staff will be happy 
to provide you with any assistance you require. | We can provide practical support with 

setting up your business.provide food/water/drinks Hot and cold drinks will 
be provided.provide shelter/protection The tent did 

not provide much protection against the cold.provide information A lot of 
useful information about the school is provided on its website.provide 
evidence/proof Did he provide any evidence to support his claim?provide an 

explanation/answer Scientists are looking for something that provides an 
explanation for this phenomenon.provide an opportunity/excuse Her phone rang, 
which provided an opportunity for me to leave.provide details/specifics She said 

there had been an accident, but she didn’t provide any details.provide an 
insight/overview Her letters provide an insight into domestic life during 
wartime.provide an example Can you provide an example of this happening in 
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practice?provide a basis/foundation/framework This idea could provide the 

basis for a general theory.provide encouragement/an incentive The city’s academic 
and social facilities provide a great incentive to study there.PREPOSITIONSprovide sb 

with sth They provided me with all the materials I needed to complete the job.provide 
sth for sb The government was urged to provide more homes for the low-paid. 

provisional /prəˈvɪʒənəl/ adjective  THESAURUS > temporary 

provocation noun  something that causes someone to feel angry and often 

behave in a violent wayADJECTIVESdeliberate provocation He was accused 
of deliberate provocation.serious/severe provocation She remained calm 

despite severe provocation.unnecessary provocation The missile tests are 
an unnecessary provocation that raises tensions in the region.extreme 
provocation Can you control your anger under extreme provocation?further 

provocation He admitting punching the man after further 
provocation.VERBSrespond/react to provocation Players have a responsibility not 
to respond to provocation from the crowd.avoid provocation also refrain from 

provocation formal He managed to avoid further provocation by walking away from 
the incident.PREPOSITIONSunder provocation Bees will only sting under 
provocation.without provocation He claims that she attacked him without 

provocation.PHRASESan act of provocation The car bombing was a deliberate act of 
provocation by the terrorists.at the slightest/least provocation She has a tendency 
to burst into tears at the slightest provocation.in the face of provocation He was 

praised for his self-control in the face of provocation. 

provoke /prəˈvəʊk $ -ˈvoʊk/ verb  to cause a reaction or feeling, especially a 

sudden oneNOUNSprovoke a reaction/response The report provoked a 

furious reaction from staff.provoke debate/discussion/controversy A new book 
criticising Hollywood has provoked fierce debate in the US.provoke criticism The 
introduction of the tax provoked widespread criticism.provoke protest(s)/an 

outcry The new rules have provoked protests from gun owners. | The 
crackdown provoked an international outcry.provoke anger/outrage/fury His 
detention has provoked the anger of his supporters.provoke a backlash (=cause an 

angry reaction against something) Harsh police action could provoke a backlash and 
increase support for radicals.provoke opposition The government’s 
proposals provoked widespread opposition.provoke hostility Aggressive 

behaviour provokes hostility.provoke violence It was a small incident but 
it provoked weeks of violence.provoke interest Their 
campaign provoked great interest.provoke laughter Sara’s 

remark provoked faint laughter. 

psyche /ˈsaɪki/ noun  THESAURUS > mind 

psychological AC /ˌsaɪkəˈlɒdʒɪkəl◂ $ -ˈlɑː-/ adjective  relating to the way that 

your mind works and the way that this affects your behaviourNOUNSa psychological 
problem/disorder About 10% of students seek help for emotional or psychological 
problems.psychological damage/harm/trauma Constant criticism can 

inflict psychological damage on children.psychological stress Living in poor conditions 
results in higher levels of psychological stress.psychological needs Nurses should also 
take into account the patient’s psychological needs.the psychological effects/impact 

of sth There can be significant psychological effects of drug use.psychological 
health/well-being Grief can have long-term effects on physical and psychological 
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health.sb’s psychological state The report expressed deep concern about 

the psychological state of many of the prisoners.a psychological advantage It gave 
me a psychological advantage to know that I had never lost a game against him.a 

psychological test Psychological tests were used as part of the selection process for 
joining the army.a psychological theory You may be familiar with some of 
the psychological theories of Sigmund Freud.psychological warfare (=methods in 

which you try to make people feel frightened, less confident etc so that you can win a 
war, sports game etc) The terrorists are using a campaign of psychological warfare.a 
psychological process We are reasonably certain that there are psychological 

processes which are unique to our own species.ADVERBSpurely psychological Some 
people react badly to food for purely psychological reasons. 

pub /pʌb/ noun  in Britain, a place where alcohol can be bought and drunk, and 

usually where meals are servedADJECTIVES/NOUNS + pubthe local pub He spends 

most evenings with his friends in the local pub.an old/traditional pub We had a drink 
in a lovely old pub.a country pub There’s nothing nicer than a walk, followed by lunch 
in a country pub.a village pub A lot of village pubs are closing down.VERBSrun a 

pub (=be in charge of a pub) His parents run a pub in Essex.go to the pub also go 
down the pub informal Shall we go to the pub tonight?meet in the pub Let’s meet in 

the pub for lunch.pub + NOUNSa pub lunch We could go for a walk, then have a pub 
lunch.a pub crawl informal (=an evening spent going to several pubs, one after 
another) They went on a pub crawl to celebrate his birthday.a pub 

landlord/landlady (=a man or woman who is in charge of a pub) The pub 
landlord was very friendly and welcoming.PREPOSITIONSin the pub I saw them last 
night in the pub.at the pub Dan’s probably at the pub. 

public1 /ˈpʌblɪk/ adjective  1. relating to ordinary people in generalNOUNSpublic 

opinion Public opinion forced the government to change its unpopular policy.public 
health The chemicals could be a risk to public health.public 
knowledge/awareness We want to raise public awareness of the dangers of eating 

too much salt.public image/perception (=people’s idea about someone or 
something) He is very different from the public perception of him.public 
concern There is widespread public concern about climate change.a public outcry (=a 

lot of anger and protest from people in general) The plan to demolish the hospital 
caused a public outcry.public confidence/support The government seems to have 

lost public confidence.public attention/interest The scandal attracted a lot of public 
attention.public pressure The minister had to resign because of public 
pressure.PHRASESbe in the public interest (=be useful or important for ordinary 

people) It is in the public interest for the government to publish the full details of the 
inquiry.in the public eye (=noticed or watched by people in general) As a well-known 
actor he is always in the public eye.2. relating to things that are owned or provided by 

the government for everyoneNOUNSpublic services (=services such as street cleaning, 
education, and health that are provided for everyone) He argued that higher taxes were 
needed to improve public services.the public sector (=industries and services owned 

by the government) The government will be forced to cut jobs in the public 
sector.public transport BrE public transportation AmE Most people use public 
transport to get around London, rather than drive their own car.public 

spending/expenditure (=money spent by the government on public services) He 
warned that it would be necessary to reduce public spending.public 
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money/funds (=money paid in taxes to the government) Should public money be 

spent on helping businesses in trouble?public ownership In those days the railways 
were still in public ownership.a public building The city has some magnificent public 

buildings, including a huge Victorian town hall.a public body The Commission is 
a public body responsible for inspecting new buildings.public 
utilities formal (=services such as electricity, gas, or water, that are provided for 

everyone to use) These people have no access to sanitation or public utilities.a public 
library The book is available from any public library.public works (=construction work 
to provide public utilities or services) The government invested heavily in public 

works.a public servant/official (=someone who is paid by the government to serve 
the people) Public servants should never accept gifts from companies or 
individuals.3. relating to things that can be seen, heard, or known about by many 

people, rather than being private or secretNOUNSa public debate/discussion There 
needs to be a public debate about any changes to the voting system.a public 
inquiry/meeting The plans for the new hospital will be discussed at a public 

meeting next week.a public place Can we discuss this in a less public place?public 
access There is currently no easy public access to this information.a public display He 
did not like making public displays of emotion.the public sphere (=things that are 

public) Don’t famous people have a right to keep their private lives separate from the 
public sphere?PHRASESin public (=when you are with other people and anyone can see 
or hear what you are doing) In some countries, men and women are not allowed to 

show affection to each other in public.in the public domain (=available to be seen, 
used, or known about by anyone) This information is all in the public domain and can 
be reprinted freely. 

public2 /ˈpʌblɪk/ noun  ordinary people who do not work for the government or 

have any special position in society You always say the public. PHRASESthe general 

public The meeting will be open to the general public.a member of the public (=an 

ordinary person) Police warned members of the public not to approach the man, who 
may be armed.be open to the public The castle is open to the public on payment of 
an admission charge.the public at large (=ordinary people in general) This is a view 

which is becoming increasingly popular with the public at 
large.VERBSinform/educate/warn the public The aim of the campaign is 
to inform the public about safe food hygiene practices.protect the public The police 

are there to serve and protect the public from crime.reassure the public (=stop them 
from worrying) He reassured the public about the safety of the nation’s water 
systems.serve the public Parliament needs modernisation if it’s 

to serve the public properly.deceive/mislead the public He is deceiving the public by 
pretending to be something he is not. 

publication noun  1. the process of printing a book, magazine etc, and offering 

it for saleADJECTIVESelectronic/online publication A number of journals have moved 
entirely to electronic publication.VERBSprepare/get sth ready for publication Her 

latest book is currently being prepared for publication.submit sth for 
publication Helen is thinking of submitting the paper for publication in a medical 
journal.accept sth for publication Her article on Mexico has been accepted for 

publication.be selected for publication His short story has been selected for 
publication in a literary journal.delay publication Publication was delayed for technical 
reasons.prevent/stop publication The government may seek to prevent 
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publication of information it considers secret.cease publication formal (=stop being 

published) The newspaper ceased publication at the end of last year.PREPOSITIONSthe 
publication of sth Readers are eagerly awaiting the publication of his latest 

book.PHRASESthe date of publication also the publication date The date of 
publication was 2012. | The publication date has been set for August 6th.2. something 
that has been publishedADJECTIVESlatest publication The catalogue lists all the latest 

publications.sb’s previous publications Her previous publications have all been on 
similar subjects.sb’s recent publication Smith’s recent publications include a series of 
detective stories.the official publication of sth American Fitness magazine is 

the official publication of the Aerobics and Fitness Association of America.a scientific 
publication His articles have appeared in scientific publications such as the British 
Medical Journal.an academic/scholarly publication Below is a list of recent academic 

publications by staff members at the university.a forthcoming publication (=one that 
will be published soon) His forthcoming publications include a study of Charles Darwin.a 
weekly/monthly/annual publication The magazine is a monthly publication aimed 

at car enthusiasts. 

publicity /pʌˈblɪsəti, pʌˈblɪsɪti/ noun  the attention that someone or something 

gets from newspapers, television etcADJECTIVESbad/negative/adverse 

publicity Fatty foods have received much bad publicity in recent years. | The adverse 
publicity had damaged sales. | The company is anxious to avoid any negative 
publicity.good publicity The programme is a chance for him to get some good 

publicity for his new movie.free publicity Giving away samples is one way of 
getting free publicity for your products.widespread/wide/extensive publicity (=in 
many places) The scandal had received widespread publicity.massive/enormous 

publicity (=a lot of publicity) His death got enormous publicity in the national 
media.considerable publicity (=quite a lot) The opening of the trial 
generated considerable publicity.maximum publicity They hoped to gain maximum 

publicity by inviting TV cameras to film them.national/international 
publicity Candidates aim to get national publicity during election 
campaigns.unwelcome/unwanted publicity The athlete’s positive drugs test has 

attracted unwelcome publicity for the sport.VERBSget/receive publicity The concert 
is getting a lot of publicity – you see advertisements everywhere.attract publicity Two 
recommendations in the report have attracted publicity.gain publicity Appearing on a 

chat show means you gain publicity.give publicity to sth Much publicity was given 
to their allegations in the British press.generate publicity The interview generated a 
huge amount of publicity for the film.avoid publicity They wanted to settle the matter 

quietly in order to avoid bad publicity.shun publicity (=deliberately try to avoid it) The 
singer lives quietly with his family, and shuns publicity.seek 
publicity He sought neither reward nor publicity for his work.the publicity 

surrounding sth The publicity surrounding the case has encouraged more people to 
contact the police.publicity + NOUNSa publicity campaign The advertisement is part of 
a publicity campaign to promote their new product.a publicity stunt (=something that 

is only done to get publicity) The singer denied that her marriage was just a publicity 
stunt.a publicity photo/shot The band posed for publicity photos.publicity 
material (=information, advertisements etc for the press and public) Publicity 

material relating to the programme is available in several languages.the publicity 
machine disapproving (=the people whose job is try to get good publicity for 
something or someone) The publicity machine is already at work trying to improve the 
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royal family’s image.PREPOSITIONSpublicity for sb/sth He wanted to get as 

much publicity for himself as he could.publicity about/over sth The company had 
had some bad publicity over a defective product.PHRASESthe glare of publicity (=a 

lot of publicity, which can make you feel uncomfortable) He carried on his life in the 
full glare of publicity.a blaze of publicity (=a lot of publicity) His marriage broke up 
in a blaze of publicity. 

publish /ˈpʌblɪʃ/ verb  to arrange for something to be printed and sold or made 

available to the publicNOUNSpublish a book/novel The book was published last 
year.publish a magazine/newspaper/journal The company publishes several 
women’s magazines.publish an article/column This week we publish an article by 

the American journalist Martha Dove.publish an edition/issue In an edition of the 
magazine published today, the star gives a controversial interview.publish an 
account/story The magazine published a terrifying account of the fire.publish 

documents/papers The Times published documents which, it claimed, proved that the 
minister had lied.publish a report He demanded that the government publish the 
report on the accident.publish your work/research His work has been published in 

many respected scientific journals.publish findings/results The committee that 
investigated the complaint will publish its findings next week. | The school published 

the results of the parent survey on its website.publish your 
memoirs/autobiography He plans to publish his autobiography next year.publish 
figures They published figures suggesting that crime had gone down 

dramatically.publish guidelines/information The government 
has published new guidelines on healthy eating.publish your accounts Companies are 
obliged to publish their accounts annually.publish a retraction (=a statement that 

something you said or wrote was not true) He insisted that the newspaper apologize for 
the claims and publish a retraction.ADVERBSfirst/originally published The book 
was first published in 1982.recently/newly published A recently published report 

claimed that many adults could not read simple instructions. | In her newly 
published memoirs, she reveals the truth about her marriage. 

pudding /ˈpʊdɪŋ/ noun  a sweet dish, usually eaten at the end of a mealNOUNS 

+ puddingChristmas pudding also plum pudding (=a pudding made with dried fruits, 

eaten at Christmas) Would you like custard or cream on your Christmas 
pudding?chocolate/lemon/treacle pudding We had ham and potatoes followed 

by chocolate pudding.rice pudding (=a soft sweet food made with rice, milk, and 
sugar) I’ve made rice pudding for dessert.bread and butter pudding (=a hot pudding 
made with bread, butter, milk, sugar, and dried fruit) I love my mum’s bread and 

butter pudding.summer pudding (=a cold pudding made with bread and fresh red 
fruits) We used the mulberries and raspberries to make a summer pudding.pudding + 

NOUNSa pudding basin/bowl (=a bowl for making or cooking puddings) Mix the 

ingredients together in a pudding basin, cover, and chill in the fridge.VERBSmake a 
pudding You make the main course, and I’ll make a pudding. | Do you know how 
to make Christmas pudding?serve a pudding Serve the lemon pudding with 

shortbread biscuits.eat a pudding He left most of his meat, but he ate all 
his pudding.PHRASESfor pudding What shall we have for 

pudding? Pudding or dessert?Pudding is often used in the names of sweet foods,  

for example Christmas pudding. When talking about these foods in general, in  
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American English and more formal British English, you usually  

say dessert: For dessert we had chocolate ice cream. There was a list of desserts at  

the end of the menu.  

pull /pʊl/ verb  to make something or someone move towards you or in a 

particular directionPREPOSITIONS/ADVERBSpull sb/sth hard He pulled hard on the 

handle, but the door refused to open.pull sb/sth towards 
sb/sth He pulled her towards him and kissed her.pull sth down/up He pulled 
down his sweater.pull sth out The man pulled something out of his briefcase.pull sth 

on/off Sam was pulling on his socks.pull sth open She pulled open the door and 

looked inside.THESAURUS: pulltugto pull something suddenly with a short quick  

movement, often to get someone’s attention:“Look,” he said, tugging at his brother’s  

sleeve. | I tugged at the drawer but it wouldn’t open.dragto pull something along the 

ground, especially because it is heavy:If we can’t lift the piano, we’ll have to drag  

it.haulto pull something big and heavy using a lot of effort, especially upwards and 

using a rope:They hauled their boats further up the beach. | The fishermen 

were hauling in their nets.heaveto pull or lift something very heavy, especially with  

one movement:He heaved the sack of sand onto his shoulder.draw formalto pull  

something or someone gently in a particular direction:Lisa reached for his hand but he 

drew it away.towto pull a vehicle behind – used about a vehicle, a boat, or a horse 

pulling something using a rope or chain:The car in front of us was towing a  

caravan. | Horses were used to tow the boats along the canals.drawto pull a vehicle  

such as a carriage – used especially about horses doing this:The carriage was drawn by  

four horses. | a horse-drawn cart  

pulse /pʌls/ noun  the regular beat that can be felt, for example at your wrist, as 

your heart pumps blood around your bodyVERBS + pulsetake/check sb’s 

pulse (=count the beats of their pulse) Remember to take your pulse at intervals while 
you are exercising.feel for a pulse (=try to find and check someone’s pulse) I felt 
for a pulse, but I couldn’t find one.find a pulse (=be able to feel a pulse, which shows 

that someone is alive) To her relief, she found a pulse.pulse + VERBSsb’s pulse is 
beating His pulse was beating with a fierce rhythm.sb’s pulse races (=beats very 
quickly) His fingers brushed hers, sending her pulse racing.sb’s pulse 

quickens (=starts to beat faster) He heard footsteps in the passage outside and felt 
his pulse quicken.sb’s pulse slows down Her pulse was slowing down and she began 
to feel calmer.ADJECTIVESa weak/faint pulse The boy’s pulse was very weak.a 

strong pulse He’s breathing better. His pulse is stronger too.a normal pulse A normal 
pulse is between 70 and 90 beats a minute.a rapid/fast pulse Symptoms include 
a rapid pulse and dry skin.a slow pulse Her pulse was slow but steady.a 

regular/steady pulse His pulse was steady and his blood pressure was stable.pulse + 

NOUNSpulse rate (=how fast your pulse beats) The doctor checked my weight 
and pulse rate.pulse beat The rhythm was steady, as regular as a pulse beat. 
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punch1 /pʌntʃ/ verb  to hit someone or something hard with your fist (=closed 

hand)PHRASESpunch sb in the face/mouth/head/stomach He punched Jack in the 
face.punch sb on the nose Dan was punched on the nose.kick and punch/punch 
and kick They were kicking and punching him as he lay on the ground.ADVERBSpunch 

sb/sth repeatedly He was accused of repeatedly punching the man and knocking him 
to the ground. 

punch2 /pʌntʃ/ noun  a quick strong hit made with your fist (=closed 

hand)VERBSgive sb a punch The other boy gave him a punch on the nose.throw a 
punch (=try to hit someone) Rob was so angry that he turned round and threw a 
punch at the man.land a punch (=succeed in hitting someone) I managed 

to land a punch on his jaw.deliver a punch formal (=hit someone) Lewis delivered the 
knockout punch.take a punch (=be hit, or deal well with being hit) The other 
fighter took a lot of punches in the final round.trade/exchange punches (=hit each 

other) The two men traded punches after an argument got out of 
control.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + puncha hard/powerful punch My stomach took a 
couple of hard punches.a good punch Tyson landed one good punch but it wasn’t 

enough.a knockout punch (=one that knocks someone down so that they cannot get 
up again) In the fourth round, Lewis produced a knockout punch that ended the 
fight.PREPOSITIONSa punch on the nose/jaw/arm Then he gave me a smile and a 

playful punch on the arm.a punch in the face/mouth/stomach He needs a punch in 
the mouth.a punch to the face/head/jaw/stomach/chest etc (=used especially in 
reports about attacks on people) A punch to the stomach can cause severe internal 

bleeding. 

punctuation noun [C]  the use of signs, such as a comma or question mark, to 

divide a piece of writing into sentences, phrases etcpunctuation + NOUNSa punctuation 
mark I don't usually use punctuation marks when I'm sending text messages.a 
punctuation mistake The program warns you if you have made a punctuation 

mistake.THESAURUS: punctuationTYPES OF PUNCTUATION  

MARKapostrophethe sign ' that is used to show that one or more letters or numbers  

have been left out, as in don’t, or used before ‘s’ to show that something belongs to  

someone or something, as in Mark’s dogbrackets/parenthesesa pair of signs ( )  

used for enclosing information that interrupts a sentence. Brackets is used in British  

English. Parentheses is used in American English, and in formal British  

Englishcolonthe sign : that is used to introduce an explanation, example, quotation  

etcsemicolonthe sign ; that is used to separate words in a list, or different parts of a  

sentence that can be understood separatelycommathe sign , that is used to separate  

things in a list, or between two clauses in a sentencehyphenthe sign – that is used to  

join words or syllablesdashthe sign – that is used to separate two closely related parts  

of a sentence, especially in more informal Englishfull stop BrE period AmEthe sign .  

that is used to mark the end of a sentence or the short form of a wordexclamation 

mark BrE exclamation point AmEthe sign ! that is used after a sentence or word that  

expresses surprise, anger, or excitementquestion markthe sign ? that is used at the 

end of a questionquotation marks also inverted commas BrEa pair of signs ‘ and ’  
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that are put around words, especially to show that you are quoting what someone has  

saidOTHER MARKS USED IN WRITINGangle brackets BrEa pair of signs <> used for  

enclosing informationslasha line / that is used to separate words, numbers, or  

lettersbackslasha line that is used to separate words, numbers, or lettersasteriskthe 

sign * that is used especially to mark something interesting or importantat signthe 

sign @ that is used especially in email addressesampersandthe sign & that means  

‘and’  

punish /ˈpʌnɪʃ/ verb [T]  to do something unpleasant to someone because they 

have done something wrong or broken the lawADVERBSpunish sb severely Her father 
punished her severely for telling lies.PREPOSITIONSpunish sb for sth When the 

children behave badly, no one punishes them for it.punish sb by doing sth They 
punished him by not letting him go out in the evening.punish sb with sth Do not 
punish yourself with guilt.PHRASESsb/sth deserves to be punished The 

company deserves to be punished for putting passengers at risk.THESAURUS: 

punishfineto make someone pay money as a punishment:The company was fined 

for safety violations.sentenceif a judge sentences a criminal, he or she gives them an 

official punishment, usually sending them to prison for a period of time:The judge 

sentenced Margolis to a year in prison.penalize also penalise BrEto officially punish  

someone, especially by taking away their right to do something or by limiting their  

freedom in some way:New laws will penalize firms that continue to pollute the 

environment.disciplineto punish someone who has broken the rules of an organization  

that they belong to or work for:Officers are expected to discipline soldiers who do not  

keep their uniforms in good condition.come down hard on sb informalto punish  

someone or criticize them severely:The judge came down hard on Harris, saying that  

his crime was ‘inexcusable’.make an example of sbto punish someone so that other  

people are afraid to do the same thing:Athletics officials felt they had to make an 

example of him for using banned drugs.teach sb a lesson informalto do something in  

order to show someone that they must not do something again, when they have 

behaved very badly:I didn’t want to hurt him – I just wanted to teach him a  

lesson. | Maybe a night in jail will teach him a lesson.make sb pay (for  

sth) informalto make someone wish they had never done something, by making them 

suffer:We should make him pay for all the mischief he’s caused!  

punishment /ˈpʌnɪʃmənt/ noun  the act of punishing someoneADJECTIVESa 

harsh/severe punishment Drug smugglers are given severe punishments. | The 
court decided the original punishment was too harsh.a just/fitting 

punishment (=suitable and fair) Death would be a just punishment.capital 
punishment (=the system of killing people as a punishment for serious crimes) Do you 
agree with capital punishment?corporal punishment (=punishing a child by hitting 

them, especially when this is an accepted system) Corporal punishment is banned in 
state schools.physical punishment (=punishment by hitting someone) Children 
respond more to affection than to physical punishment.a maximum punishment The 
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charge against him carries a maximum punishment of a year in jail.a light 

punishment (=not severe) It seems a very light punishment for such a serious 
offence.VERBSgive sb a punishment also impose a punishment formal He 

was given a punishment of two weeks without video games. | The teacher may impose 
reasonable punishments.get/receive a punishment He received the 
maximum punishment.escape/avoid punishment The thieves managed to escape 

punishment.hand out punishments also mete out punishments formal (=give 
people punishments) The courts are handing out harsher punishments to careless 
drivers. | Life imprisonment should be the maximum punishment meted out by the 

state.inflict a punishment (on sb) (=punish someone, especially physically) Harsh 
punishments were inflicted on those who disobeyed the rules.face a punishment (=be 
going to get one) She now faces a punishment of up to five years in jail.deserve a 

punishment He didn’t deserve the punishment because he hadn’t done anything 
wrong.carry a punishment (=used when saying what the punishment for something 
is) The offence carries a punishment of up to 10 years in prison.PREPOSITIONSa 

punishment for sth What is a suitable punishment for handing in work late?as a 
punishment I was sent to bed as a punishment.PHRASESthe punishment should fit 
the crime (=it should be appropriate) In law, it is important that the punishment 

should fit the crime.THESAURUS: punishmentsentencea punishment given by 

a judge in a court:He was given a long prison sentence. | The gang only received 

relatively light sentences. | The prosecution asked for the maximum sentence. | He 

is serving a ten-year sentence for armed robbery.finean amount of money that you 

must pay as a punishment:I was given an £80 fine for speeding. | There are heavy 

fines for drink-driving. | I hate getting parking fines. | The maximum fine is  

$1,000.penaltya general word for a punishment given to someone who has broken a  

law, rule, or agreement:What’s the penalty if you get caught? | He called for stiffer  

penalties for crimes involving guns.the death penaltya punishment in which someone 

is killed for what they have done:If he is found guilty, he could face the death  

penalty. The death penalty and capital punishment are both used to mean the  

official system of killing people as a punishment: A number of states have abolished  

capital punishment (=officially ended it). Some people want to bring back the death  

penalty for people who kill police officers. community serviceunpaid work helping  

other people that someone does as punishment for a crime:He was given a choice 

between doing 200 hours of community service, or a big fine.corporal  

punishmentthe punishment of children by hitting them:I don’t agree with corporal  

punishment. | Corporal punishment was abolished in schools in 1987 (=officially  

ended).  

puny /ˈpjuːni/ adjective  THESAURUS > weak (1) 

pure /pjʊə $ pjʊr/ adjective  1. a pure substance or material is not mixed with 

anything elseNOUNSpure gold/silver The necklace is made of pure gold.pure 

cotton/wool/silk/linen Ella was wearing a dress made from pure silk.pure orange 
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juice/grapefruit juice etc He asked for a glass of pure orange juice.the air/water is 

pure The air is very pure in the mountains.pure olive oil/coconut oil 
etc Pure lavender oil smells lovely.pure oxygen The tank was filled with pure 

oxygen.ADVERBScompletely/absolutely pure The water is tested to make sure that it 
is absolutely pure.100%/80% etc pure This type of gold is 75% pure.2. used when 
you want to emphasize that something was the only reason, feeling 

etc GrammarPure is only used before a noun in this meaning. NOUNSpure 

chance/luck He had discovered the truth by pure chance.pure coincidence (=used 
when the same thing happens twice, completely by chance) It was pure 

coincidence that we both arrived on the same plane.pure joy/pleasure/delight She 
looked at him with pure joy.pure hatred/jealousy/evil She remembered the look 
of pure hatred in his eyes.pure speculation (=just guesses, not things that you know 

are facts) Most of what you hear is pure speculation.pure 
fantasy/fiction (=something that is not true at all) He dismissed the allegations as 
‘pure fantasy’.pure genius His second goal was pure genius.pure magic The lovely 

town of Urbino is pure magic.pure hell (=an extremely bad experience) He has 
described his time in jail as ‘pure hell’. 

purple /ˈpɜːpəl $ ˈpɜːr-/ adjective, noun  a colour that is a mixture of red and 

blueTYPES OF PURPLEdark/deep purple There was a deep purple bruise on his 
arm.pale/light purple The plant has pale purple flowers.bright purple He wore 

a bright purple shirt. You can also use mauve, lavender, or lilac to describe  

something that is pale purple. PREPOSITIONSin purple (=in purple clothes or purple 

ink) The emperor was dressed in purple.PHRASESa shade of purple The flowers were a 

beautiful shade of purple.purple with rage/fury (=used to describe someone’s 
face) His neighbour was purple with rage. 

purpose /ˈpɜːpəs $ ˈpɜːr-/ noun  the reason you do something, and the thing you 

want to achieve when you do itADJECTIVESthe main purpose The main purpose of our 
trip was to visit my family.the chief/primary/principal purpose (=main purpose – 
more formal) Their primary purpose is to report the news.a useful purpose Nuclear 

weapons have no useful purpose.sth’s original purpose The building is no longer 
needed for its original purpose.the real purpose What was the real purpose of his 
question?the whole purpose (=used when you want to emphasize that something is 

the only important purpose) The whole purpose of running a business is to make 
money.sole purpose (=only purpose) I used to bake cakes for the sole purpose of 
giving them away.a practical purpose It is a beautiful object, but it does not really 

have any practical purpose.a dual purpose (=two purposes) A dog can fulfil a dual 
purpose by providing both company and security.a common purpose (=one that 
people share) We were united by a common purpose and a determination to improve 

things.a specific/particular purpose What is the specific purpose of your visit to 
England?VERBShave a purpose A meeting should have a clear purpose.serve/fulfil a 
purpose (=be used for a particular reason) The building must have served a 

religious purpose. | The old bike is still faithfully fulfilling the purpose for which it was 
intended.achieve your purpose (=achieve what you wanted to achieve) She 
had achieved her purpose, at least in part.defeat the purpose (of sth) (=stop 

something from achieving what it is intended to do) You’re defeating the purpose of a 
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low-fat dessert if you pour lots of cream on it.PREPOSITIONSthe purpose of sth The 

purpose of this meeting is to elect a new chairman.sb’s purpose in doing 
sth Her purpose in writing the book was to tell the stories of the victims of war.for a 

purpose The gun was there for a purpose. | The building needed modernization, and 
some money had been set aside for this purpose.PHRASESfor 
political/military/educational/medicinal etc purposes This technology could be 

used for military purposes.for business/research etc purposes About one in five of 
all trips is made for business purposes.for/with the purpose of doing sth Troops 
were sent solely with the purpose of assisting refugees.with/for the express 

purpose of doing sth (=used to emphasize that someone had one particular 
purpose) They had travelled to Paris with the express purpose of visiting the 

Louvre.THESAURUS: purposeaimwhat you want to achieve when you do 

something:The main aims of the project are as follows. | Their ultimate aim is to find a  

cure for cancer.goalsomething that you hope to achieve in the future, even though this  

may take a long time:It took Mandela over forty years to achieve his goal of a  

democratic South Africa. | the goal of ending child povertyobjectivesomething that  

you are working hard to achieve, especially in business or politics:The 

bank achieved its objective of increasing its share of the market. | The 

government’s long-term objective is to cut carbon emissions by 50%.the object of  

sth formalthe specific purpose of an activity:The object of the game is to get as many 

points as possible. | The students will benefit, and that must be the object of the 

exercise (=the main thing that you are trying to do).the pointthe purpose of doing  

something and the reason why it is right or necessary:At fourteen, I couldn’t see the 

point of going to school. | What’s the point in waiting? (=I don’t think it is useful or  

necessary)intentionthe purpose that you have in your mind when you do 

something:He kept his real intentions well hidden. | Although we made a lot of money,  

this wasn’t our original intention.endsthe result that someone is trying to achieve –  

used especially when you disapprove of what someone is doing:They are using  

religion for political ends. | The ends do not justify the means (=you should not use 

violence, cruelty, dishonest behaviour etc to achieve your aims).  

pursue AC /pəˈsjuː $ pərˈsuː/ verb  to continue doing an activity or trying to 

achieve something over a long period of timeNOUNSpursue a 

goal/aim/objective She was known to be ruthless in pursuing her goals.pursue a 
policy/strategy The organization is pursuing a policy of cost cutting.pursue a 
career She plans to pursue a career in politics.pursue your interest Always 

encourage children to pursue their interests.pursue your ambition David left the 
company to pursue his political ambitions.pursue a dream (=try to achieve something 
you have wanted very much for a long time) He decided to pursue his 

childhood dream of being an actor.pursue your studies After the war, he went to 
Heidelberg University to pursue his studies.pursue a course of sth Nicola travelled to 
Melbourne to pursue a course of alternative treatment.ADVERBSactively pursue 

sth She is actively pursuing her music career, and has already made some 
recordings.vigorously pursue sth (=in a determined and energetic way) The 
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government will vigorously pursue its policies in fighting crime.doggedly pursue 

sth (=in a determined way) He was still doggedly pursuing his studies.aggressively 
pursue sth (=in a very determined way) The organization has aggressively pursued a 

policy of non-discrimination.relentlessly pursue sth (=continuing for a long time 
without giving up) For the next 12 years, he relentlessly pursued his goal. 

pursuit /pəˈsjuːt $ pərˈsuːt/ noun  1. the act of chasing or following 

someone GrammarThis meaning of pursuit is uncountable, and is most commonly  

used in the phrase in pursuit. PHRASESin pursuit (of sb) There were four police 

cars in pursuit of the stolen vehicle.set off in pursuit (of sb) They set off in pursuit 

of the enemy.in hot/close pursuit (=following someone closely in order to try to 
catch them) Three policemen set off in hot pursuit of the thief.VERBSgive pursuit (=try 
to catch someone) When the car drove away, two of the officers gave pursuit and 

stopped the vehicle.2. the act of trying to get or achieve something GrammarYou  

usually say the pursuit of sth. This meaning of pursuit is uncountable. PHRASESthe 

pursuit of power Stalin was completely ruthless in his pursuit of power.the pursuit 
of happiness/pleasure The pursuit of pleasure was his main goal in life.the pursuit 
of knowledge/wisdom/truth She devoted her life to the pursuit 

of scientific knowledge.the pursuit of justice The pursuit of justice for the victims has 
been a slow and difficult process.the pursuit of excellence The pursuit of 

excellence is the driving force behind the company.the pursuit of a 
goal/objective/aim The two teams of researchers are assisting each other in the 
pursuit of this goal.the pursuit of profit/wealth The firm was criticized for its pursuit 

of profit regardless of workers’ safety.ADJECTIVESrelentless pursuit (=without ever 
stopping) He is known for his relentless pursuit of perfection.single-minded 
pursuit (=having a clear aim and working hard to achieve it) Her career was driven by 

a single-minded pursuit of success.PREPOSITIONSin (the) pursuit of sth People are 
having to move to other areas in pursuit of work.3. something such as a hobby that 

you spend time doing GrammarPursuit is countable in this meaning. ADJECTIVESsb’s 

favourite pursuit BrE sb’s favorite pursuit AmE Her favourite pursuit was riding her 
horse.a leisure pursuit Walking is a popular leisure pursuit in Madeira.outdoor 
pursuits The town offers a unique setting for many outdoor pursuits including walking, 

cycling, and horse-riding.an academic/intellectual pursuit He was persuaded by his 
father to change his academic pursuits to law.cultural pursuits She enjoys a number 
of cultural pursuits such as visiting art galleries.a solitary pursuit (=which you do on 

your own) Running is generally a solitary pursuit.VERBSfollow a pursuit (=do it) He 
has continued to follow his musical pursuits. 

push /pʊʃ/ verb  to make someone or something move by pressing them with 

your hands, arms etcPREPOSITIONS/ADVERBSpush sb/sth hard The door didn’t move, 
so she pushed harder.push sb/sth away She pushed him away.push sb/sth 
back Maria pushed her hair back from her forehead.push sb/sth towards 

sb/sth Philip pushed him towards the door.push sth open I slowly pushed the 

window open.THESAURUS: pushshoveto quickly push something somewhere,  

often carelessly, or to push someone in a rough and careless way:Tom shoved his  
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suitcase under the bed. | I shoved the letters in a drawer. | People were pushing and 

shoving to get to the front of the queue. | The police officers shoved him into the back  

of the car and drove him away.stuff informalto push something quickly and carelessly  

into a small space:She stuffed a few clothes into a bag and left.poketo push someone 

or something with your finger or something sharp:I poked the snake with a stick but it  

was dead. | She kept poking my arm with her finger.nudgeto push someone beside 

you gently with your elbow to get their attention:Toby nudged me and pointed out of  

the window.rollto push something round or something on wheels so that it moves  

forward:They rolled the logs down the hill. | The car still didn’t start so we tried to roll  

it off the road.wheelto push something with wheels, for example a bicycle or a trolley,  

so that it moves forward, while guiding it with your hands:Rob wheeled his bike round 

to the back of the house.  

put /pʊt/ verb  1. to move something to a particular place or position, especially 

using your handsPREPOSITIONS/ADVERBSput sth somewhere carefully Mary folded 
the letter and put it carefully in the drawer.put sth somewhere gently She put the 
baby down gently, so as not to wake him.put sth in/into/inside sth He put the 

gun in his pocket.put sth on sth Can you put the plates on the table?put sth 
down She put down her shopping bags.put sth out/outside We put out the rubbish 

on Fridays.put sth back Watson put the book back on the shelf.THESAURUS: 

putplaceto put something somewhere carefully. Place sounds a little more formal  

than put:“It’s beautiful,” he said, placing the vase back on the shelf. | She placed the 

flowers in the middle of the table, where everyone could see them.layto put someone 

or something down carefully on a flat surface:He laid all the money on the 

table. | She laid the baby on his bed.positionto carefully put something in a suitable  

position:Position the microphone to suit your height. | Troops were positioned 

around the city.slipto put something somewhere with a quick movement:Carrie  

quickly slipped the money into her bag. | He slipped his arm around her waist.shoveto  

put something into a space or container quickly or carelessly:Shove anything you don’t  

want in that sack. | I’ve ironed those shirts so don’t just shove them in a  

drawer.stick also bung BrE informalto put something somewhere quickly or  

carelessly:I stuck the address in my pocket and I can’t find it now. | Could  

you bung those clothes in the washing machine?dumpto put something down 

somewhere in a careless and untidy way:Don’t just dump all your bags on the kitchen 

floor. | People shouldn’t dump their rubbish in the street.pop informalto quickly put  

something somewhere, usually for a short time:Pop the packet in the microwave for a  

minute.thrust literaryto put something somewhere suddenly or forcefully:“Hide it,” he 

said, thrusting the watch into her hand.TO PUT SOMETHING INTO A LIQUIDdipto put  

something into a liquid for a very short time and take it out again:She dipped her  

hand in the water to see how hot it was. | Prawns are delicious dipped in a spicy  
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sauce.plungeto put something quickly, firmly, and deeply into a liquid:Plunge the 

pasta into a pan of boiling water. | I had to plunge my arm in up to the elbow to reach  

the keys.dunkto put something such as a piece of bread or cake into a hot drink or  

soup before eating it:I love dunking my biscuits in coffee.immerseto put something  

deep into a liquid so that it is completely covered:If the plant’s leaves look  

dry, immerse the roots in water for a while.2. to say somethingNOUNSput a question 

(to sb) I will be putting that question to her when I meet her tomorrow.put a 
proposal/proposition to sb (=suggest an idea to someone) I have 
a proposition to put to you.put a point to sb You should put that point to the 

Chancellor.put your case (to sb) (=explain your reasons to someone) He wanted to 
see the committee to put his case.ADVERBSput sth well Sorry, I’m not putting it 
very well.put sth carefully/gently/tactfully (=trying not to offend or upset 

someone) He hesitated, uncertain how to put the question tactfully.put sth 
bluntly/crudely/plainly (=in a direct way that may offend) She’s fat, as John bluntly 
put it.PHRASESto put it another way The dress was too small for me, or, 

to put it another way, I was too big for it.to put it mildly (=used for saying that you 
could have expressed something in a more extreme way) His theory is controversial, to 
put it mildly.put sth into words (=say what you are feeling or thinking) She 

couldn’t put her feelings into words.to put it simply/put simply Put simply, our aim is 
to create art.put it to sb that I put it to him that what we needed was some 

independent advice.3. to write somethingTHESAURUS: put→ write (1)  

puzzle /ˈpʌzəl/ noun  1. a game in which you have to solve a problem, answer a 

set of questions, or fit pieces of a picture togetherNOUNS + puzzlea jigsaw 
puzzle (=one where you fit pieces of a picture together) Some jigsaw puzzles have 

thousands of pieces.a word puzzle We did a type of word puzzle where the first letters 
of the answers form another word.a crossword puzzle (=one where you answer 
questions to fit words in numbered squares) Dad was doing the crossword puzzle on the 

back page of his newspaper.VERBSdo a puzzle I like doing crossword puzzles.solve a 
puzzle When you think you’ve solved the puzzle, you can check your answers at the 

back of the book.puzzle + NOUNSa puzzle book She took a puzzle book on the train to 
pass the time.2. something that is difficult to understand or explainADJECTIVESa real 
puzzle It’s a real puzzle how these animals manage to survive the winter.a great 

puzzle His comments were a great puzzle to me.a scientific/biological/medical 
puzzle The question of how galaxies form is a scientific puzzle.VERBSsolve a puzzle I 
think I’ve solved the puzzle of what happened to the money.piece together a 

puzzle (=solve it by putting together different pieces of information) Detectives 
desperately tried to piece together the puzzle of his disappearance.work out a 
puzzle Maybe together scientists can work out this puzzle.pose/present a 

puzzle (=be a puzzle for someone) How the disease is passed on poses a puzzle for 
scientists.remain a puzzle The true identity of this mystery woman remains a 
puzzle.PREPOSITIONSsth is a puzzle to sb I don’t know how he got the job – it’s 

always been a puzzle to me.PHRASESa piece of the puzzle (=a piece of information 
that will help solve a puzzle) Police want to find this car, which they think is an 
important piece of the puzzle.the solution to a puzzle A Cambridge scientist was the 

first to see the solution to this puzzle.the key to the puzzle (=the thing that will help 
you find the solution) Professor Jones thinks that he may have found the key to the 
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puzzle.sth is a bit of puzzle to sb informal Her sudden strange behaviour was a bit of 

a puzzle to her parents. 

puzzling /ˈpʌzlɪŋ/ adjective  THESAURUS > confusing, mysterious 

Letter Q 

qualification /ˌkwɒləfəˈkeɪʃən, ˌkwɒlɪfəˈkeɪʃən $ ˌkwɑː-/ noun  something that 

shows you have successfully finished a course of studyADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ qualificationeducational qualifications Too many children leave school without 
any educational qualifications.academic qualifications Eva had excellent academic 

qualifications and had studied at Oxford University.a teaching/medical/legal etc 
qualification BrE All teachers must have a teaching qualification.a professional 
qualification BrE (=one relating to a professional job, such as a teacher, lawyer etc) A 

professional qualification in accountancy would be an advantage.good/excellent 
qualifications Good qualifications are very important.formal/paper 
qualifications (=official qualifications rather than experience) He had no formal 

qualifications for the job. | We often find that paper qualifications are no guide to 
ability.the necessary qualifications She didn’t have the necessary qualifications to 
become a nurse.the minimum qualification The minimum qualification for the course 

is a diploma in graphic design.a vocational qualification BrE (=one relating to a 
skilled job, such as a nurse or a builder) The college offers vocational qualifications in 
the tourism industry.a relevant qualification For speech therapy, a degree in 

linguistics is regarded as a relevant qualification.an equivalent qualification (=having 
the same value as another) You will need a degree or an equivalent 
qualification.VERBShave a qualification also hold a qualification formal You must 

have a teaching qualification to work at this school.get a qualification She wants to 
go to college to get some qualifications.need a qualification You 
don’t need any qualifications for this job.lack qualifications 40 percent of the 

prisoners lack any qualifications.recognize a qualification (=accept it) Some British 
qualifications are not recognized in other EU countries.PREPOSITIONSa qualification in 
sth Do you have a qualification in maths or science?a qualification for sth He does 

not have the necessary qualifications for the job.with no qualifications/without any 
qualifications She left school without any qualifications. 

qualified /ˈkwɒləfaɪd, ˈkwɒlɪfaɪd $ ˈkwɑː-/ adjective  1. someone who is qualified 

to do something has passed a professional examinationADVERBShighly qualified The 
pilots who fly these planes are highly qualified.fully qualified He was a fully 
qualified engineer.suitably/properly qualified Make sure that the therapist 

is properly qualified.professionally qualified All our staff are professionally 
qualified.medically/legally qualified Such decisions have to be taken by medically 
qualified personnel.newly qualified A newly qualified nurse gets paid about £20,000 a 

year.NOUNSa qualified doctor/teacher/accountant etc After seven years of 
training, she is now a qualified doctor.qualified staff Qualified staff earn more than 
non-qualified staff.a qualified instructor There are qualified instructors who can 

advise you about the right exercise programme for you.PREPOSITIONSqualified as 
sth Matthew is already qualified as a vet.2. having suitable knowledge, experience, or 
skills, especially for a particular jobADVERBSwell qualified As a former footballer, he 

is well qualified to talk about the game.suitably qualified If we can find a suitably 
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qualified person, we’ll start straight away.eminently qualified He is eminently 

qualified for the role.ideally qualified His former wife is ideally qualified to comment 
on his character.VERBSfeel qualified I didn’t feel qualified to answer this question. 

quality /ˈkwɒləti, ˈkwɒlɪti $ ˈkwɑː-/ noun  1. how good or bad something 

isADJECTIVESgood/high quality The quality of their products is very good.poor/low 
quality Low quality paper can get stuck in the printer.excellent/outstanding 
quality The T-shirts are only $10 and the quality is excellent.superior 

quality formal (=good or better quality) These speakers offer superior 
quality sound.top quality Our chef uses only top quality ingredients.NOUNS 

+ qualitywater/air quality Scientists took samples to test the water quality.sound 

quality I apologise for the poor sound quality of this recording.picture/image 
quality Does this type of TV set have a better picture quality?VERBSimprove the 
quality also enhance the quality formal Use a filter to improve the quality of your tap 

water.affect the quality Lack of sleep started to affect the quality of his 
work.test/check/monitor the quality The equipment is used to monitor the city’s 
air quality.maintain the quality It is important to maintain the quality of your 

work.sacrifice the quality (=make the quality worse in order to make something else 
better) We need to reduce costs without sacrificing the quality of the product.the 

quality goes up/down I think the quality has gone down over the years.the quality 
suffers (=it is badly affected by something) The picture quality suffers if the signal 
isn’t digital.PREPOSITIONSthe quality of sth The quality of the soil is very poor.of 

high/poor/excellent etc quality The accommodation is of a high 
quality.PHRASESsb’s quality of life We moved to the country to improve our quality of 
life.Don’t say living quality or life quality.quality + NOUNSquality standards All 

products have to meet the European Union’s strict quality standards.quality 
control (=the process of checking the quality of goods as they are produced) In those 
days, there was no proper quality control.quality assurance (=the process of checking 

the quality of goods and services that a company sells) All cables must meet quality 
assurance requirements.2. a part of the character of someone or 
somethingADJECTIVESpersonal qualities A teacher’s personal qualities are very 

important.a good/positive quality For most people, confidence is a good quality.a 
bad/negative quality We all have our negative qualities – mine is that I am lazy.sb’s 
best/worst quality Her jealousy is one of her worst qualities.an essential 

quality The essential quality of a good parent is patience.a unique quality The wine 
possesses a unique quality.a redeeming quality (=that stops something being 
completely bad) The hotel had one redeeming quality – it was cheap.a timeless 

quality (=never old-fashioned) His paintings have a timeless quality to them.a 
magical quality These descriptions give the story a magical quality, almost like a fairy 
tale.a dream-like quality I like the dream-like quality of the film.NOUNS 

+ qualityleadership qualities She has great faith in her own leadership qualities.star 
quality (=a special quality that could make someone famous) We’re looking for a 
singer with star quality.VERBShave a quality also possess a quality formal Her 

voice has a unique quality.show a quality He showed leadership qualities from a 
young age.give sth a quality The snow gave the forest a magical quality. 

quantity /ˈkwɒntəti, ˈkwɒntɪti $ ˈkwɑːn-/ noun  an amount of 

somethingADJECTIVESa large quantity A large quantity of clothing was stolen from the 
shop.a great quantity The mine produced great quantities of lead and silver.a 
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vast/huge/enormous quantity Computers can handle vast quantities of data.a 

considerable/substantial quantity (=fairly large) We will need considerable 
quantities of cement.a sufficient quantity (=enough) How did they obtain sufficient 

quantities of food to survive?a small/tiny quantity You only need a small quantity of 
butter. | The wine is only produced in tiny quantities.a minute quantity (=extremely 
small) The rock contains minute quantities of copper.an unlimited/limited 

quantity Beer was available in unlimited quantities at every meal.an equal 
quantity He poured equal quantities of sugar and flour into a 
cup.PREPOSITIONSquantity of sth The police also found a large quantity of drugs in 

the apartment.in large/small etc quantities Buy vegetables in small quantities so 

you can eat them when they are fresh.THESAURUS: quantity→ amount 

quarrel /ˈkwɒrəl $ ˈkwɔː-, ˈkwɑː-/ noun especially BrE  an argumentADJECTIVESa 

bitter quarrel (=involving strong feelings of anger or hatred) The two men had a 
bitter quarrel, which nearly ended in violence.a violent quarrel That morning, after a 
violent quarrel, she threatened him with a kitchen knife.a serious quarrel Soon 

afterwards, they had their first serious quarrel.a silly/stupid quarrel I’m tired of 
these stupid quarrels.an old quarrel (=one that has existed for a long time) Now is 
the time to patch up old quarrels.NOUNS + quarrela family quarrel Your family 

quarrels are none of my concern.a lovers’ quarrel Outside, two teenagers were having 
a lovers’ quarrel.VERBShave a quarrel We had a terrible quarrel last night.start a 
quarrel Olsen started the quarrel by complaining that he wasn’t getting paid 

enough.pick a quarrel with sb (=deliberately start a quarrel with someone) She made 
the mistake of picking a quarrel with Sue.patch up a quarrel BrE (=end it) The 
brothers eventually patched up their quarrel.a quarrel breaks out (=starts to 

happen) A fresh quarrel broke out between the players.PREPOSITIONSa quarrel with 
sb Jacob left after a quarrel with his wife.a quarrel between sb and sb I overheard a 
quarrel between Emma and her mother.a quarrel about/over sth They had a quarrel 

about some girl. 

queen /kwiːn/ noun  the female ruler of a country, or the wife of a 

kingVERBSbecome queen Mary Tudor became queen in 1553.make sb queen The 

king wanted to marry her and make her his queen.crown sb queen (=officially make 
someone queen) The next day she was crowned Queen of England.proclaim sb 
queen (=say that she is now officially the queen) When her father died, she 

was proclaimed queen.a queen rules/reigns (=is in charge of a 
country) Queen Victoria reigned for over 60 years.a queen abdicates (=gives up the 
position of being queen) The Queen is unlikely to abdicate.ADJECTIVESthe rightful 

queen (=the woman who should be the ruler) She still regarded herself as the rightful 
queen of Scotland.the future queen We visited the palace where the future 
queen spent her childhood.PREPOSITIONSunder Queen Elizabeth/Victoria 

etc (=while she is queen) The British Empire flourished under 
Queen Victoria.PHRASESthe reign of Queen Elizabeth/Victoria etc (=when she is 
queen) She was born in the reign of Queen Victoria.Her Majesty the Queen (=used 

when talking about a queen) Her Majesty the Queen will be visiting Australia in July.a 
queen’s subjects (=the people she rules over) Many of the queen’s subjects did not 

approve of her choice of husband.swear allegiance to a queen (=promise to be loyal 
to her) Members of the armed forces have to swear allegiance to the Queen. 
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query /ˈkwɪəri $ ˈkwɪri/ noun  a question that you ask to get information, or to 

check that something is true or correctADJECTIVESa small/little/minor query I just 
have one small query: how do I save the file?a particular/specific query If you have 
a specific query about any of our products, please call this number.NOUNS + querya 

customer query My job is to answer the phone and deal with customer 
queries.VERBShave a query You’re welcome to call me if 
you have any queries.answer a query Staff are always available 

to answer your queries.reply to a query also respond to a query formal The 
company was slow to respond to our query.deal with/handle a query Someone 
will deal with your query as soon as possible.PREPOSITIONSa query about/on sth I 

have a couple of queries about the course. | Thank you for answering my query 
on what to see in London.a query regarding sth formal (=about something) I have 
received your query regarding your tax payment. 

question1 /ˈkwestʃən/ noun  1. a sentence that asks for 

informationADJECTIVESa difficult/hard/tough/tricky question Some of 
the questions in the last section were very difficult.an easy/simple 

question These questions should be easy for you. | All you have to do is answer the 
three simple questions.a good question (= used especially about a question that is 
difficult to answer) “How much will it all cost?” “That’s a good question.”a serious 

question Don’t laugh – it’s a serious question.a stupid/silly question (=one whose 
answer is obvious) Are you happy you won, or is that a stupid question?a personal 
question (=about someone’s private life) Can I ask you a personal question?an 

embarrassing/awkward question Children sometimes ask awkward questions. | The 
media began to ask embarrassing questions about MPs’ expenses.a direct 
question (=one that asks for information in a very direct way) She was surprised by 

such a direct question.a relevant/irrelevant question (=which is connected or not 
connected with what you are talking about) She kept asking irrelevant questions.a 
searching/probing question (=one designed to find things out) The policeman asked 

me some searching questions.an impertinent question (=one which you have no 
right to ask) How dare she ask such an impertinent question!a rhetorical 
question (=a question you ask without expecting an answer) When I said “Will anyone 

notice?” it was a rhetorical question.the burning question (=the one that people very 
much want to know the answer to) The burning question is this – will the baby be 

another boy?VERBSask (sb) a question also pose a question formal Don’t be afraid 
to ask questions. | Can I ask you a question? | They asked me quite a lot of 
difficult questions about my job. | He poses the question, ‘What should we teach our 

children?’put a question to sb (=ask a question in a formal situation) I 
recently put some of these questions to a psychologist.answer a question You 
haven’t answered my question. | I’m afraid I can’t answer that question.have a 

question (=want to ask a question) Does 
anyone have any questions?avoid/evade/dodge a question (=not give a direct 
answer) He had skilfully evaded Margie’s questions.set a question (=invent a question 

for a test) He used to set the questions for a TV quiz show.do a question (=answer a 
question in a test) I couldn’t do all the questions.rephrase a question (=ask it in a 
different way) He didn’t answer, so I rephrased my question.bombard sb with 

questions (=ask someone a lot of questions) The reporters bombarded him with 
questions about the case.field questions (=answer a lot of questions, usually at a 
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public meeting) He fielded questions from reporters about the announcement.NOUNS 

+ questiona test/exam/essay question You have to answer 20 exam questions.a 
multiple choice question (=which asks you to choose between a set of possible 

answers in a test) Students are given a series of multiple choice 
questions.PREPOSITIONSa question about sth They asked me questions about my 
previous experience of this type of work.a question on sth The test includes questions 

on a range of different subjects.PHRASESan answer to a question Can anyone give 
me an answer to my question?in answer to sb’s question In answer to your 

last question, “Yes”.THESAURUS: questionquery especially BrEa question that  

you ask when you are not sure you have understood something or that the information  

you have is correct:If you have any queries, please contact your travel agent. | Our  

staff are always available to answer customers’ queries. | If you have a query  

about money, they usually have the answer.inquiry also enquiry especially BrEa 

question you ask in order to get information or find out the details about  

something:We’ve advertised the house, and we’ve already received lots  

of inquiries. | Thank you for your enquiry about our website. If you make inquiries  

about something, you try to find out more about it: I started making inquiries  

about jobs.In British English, if you say that someone is helping the police with  

their inquiries, you mean that the police are asking the person questions about a  

crime, because they believe the person may be guilty: A man in his late 20s is helping  

police with their inquiries. requesta polite or formal question asking for something  

that you want or need:The bank said ‘no’ to our request for more money. | You 

must make your request in writing. | Do you have any other requests?2. an 

issueADJECTIVESan important question The role of the army is an important 
question.a big question (=important) What are the big questions facing the country 
today?a basic/fundamental question Their experiences have 

highlighted fundamental questions of human rights.serious questions The incident 
has raised serious questions about police conduct.a vexed/thorny 
question (=difficult to deal with) Finally, there’s the thorny question of money.a 

delicate/sensitive question (=that has to be dealt with carefully to avoid offending 
someone) This brings us on to the sensitive question of his relationships.a 
moral/ethical question (=relating to principles of what is right and wrong) This area 

of medical research poses serious ethical questions.an unanswered/open 
question (=not dealt with) At this point a key question remains 
unanswered.VERBSbring up/raise/pose a question (=bring it to people’s 

attention) This study raises several important questions.consider a question We must 
also consider the question of what the price should be.discuss a 
question They discussed the question of who should replace her.deal with a 

question This question will be dealt with in Chapter 4.tackle a question (=try to deal 
with a difficult question) Who has the ability to tackle the tough questions facing the 
nation?address a question (=start trying to deal with it) Two questions need to be 
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addressed.resolve/settle a question (=deal with it in a satisfactory way) We will 

proceed just as soon as we can resolve the question of the fee.a question arises (=it 
starts to exist) A number of questions arise from this unhappy 

situation.PREPOSITIONSthe question of sth We discussed the question 
of confidentiality.PHRASESthe question is... The question is, should I tell 
Julian?3. doubt about somethingPHRASESsth is open to question (=it is not certain or 

definitely true) The exact cause of death is still open to question.call/bring/throw sth 
into question (=make people doubt it) This has called into question people’s right to 
retire at 60. | The scandal brought into question all the principles on which the financial 

system was based.come into question (=start to be doubted) Freedom of the press 
has come into question in recent years.there’s no question (=it is certain) There’s no 
question that they have done an excellent job. | He’s by far the best candidate, there’s 

no question about it.PREPOSITIONSquestion(s) about/over sth also question(s) as 
to sth formal There are questions about the player’s fitness.sth is in question (=used 
when saying that people have doubts about something) His honesty is now in 

question.sth is beyond question (=used when saying that you have no doubts at all 
about something) Her loyalty is beyond question.without question (=used when 
saying that you are completely sure about something) The price is, without question, 

too high. 

question2 /ˈkwestʃən/ verb [T]  1. to ask someone questions in order to get 

information about something, especially when you think they have done something 

wrong: Two men have been arrested and questioned.ADVERBSquestion sb 
closely (=in a very detailed way) They questioned him closely about his train journeys 
through Turkey and Iran.PREPOSITIONSquestion sb about sth She hates 

being questioned about her past.PHRASESquestion sb at length (=for a long time, 
asking a lot of questions) The interviewers questioned me at length about why I left my 

last job.THESAURUS: questioninterrogateto keep asking a lot of questions for  

a long time, sometimes using threats, in order to get information:He was interrogated  

by US agents about his alleged links to al Qaeda. | The suspects were interrogated for  

over five hours.interviewto ask someone questions for a newspaper, TV programme 

etc, or to ask someone questions to find out if they are suitable for a job, course 

etc:The woman who interviewed me offered me the job. | Did you hear him being  

interviewed on the ‘Today” programme?grill informalto ask someone a lot of difficult  

questions about something, in a way that is tiring or annoying:My parents  

started grilling me about why I was so late coming home. | He was grilled by 

reporters about his role in the affair.cross-examineto ask someone a series of  

questions in court about their previous statements, in order to find out whether they 

have been telling the truth:The defence lawyer cross-examined the witness in order to  

test his evidence.be helping police with their inquiries BrEto be questioned by the 

police about a crime, especially because the police think that this person may be guilty  

of the crime:Last night, a 21-year-old woman was helping police with their  

inquiries.2. to say that you doubt that something is right or 

trueADVERBSopenly/publicly question sth Many scientists have publicly questioned 
the theory.seriously question sth Sometimes, I seriously question your 
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intelligence.rightly question sth They rightly questioned the need to do the survey 

every year.rarely question sth People rarely question their doctor’s 
ability.VERBSbegin to question sth For the first time, he began to question whether 

there was a God. 

questionnaire /ˌkwestʃəˈneə, ˌkes- $ -ˈner/ noun  a written set of questions 

which you give to a large number of people in order to collect informationVERBSfill 
in/fill out/complete a questionnaire (=answer all the questions in it) The students 

were asked to complete a questionnaire.answer/respond to a questionnaire The 
majority of the staff have responded to the questionnaire.give sb a 
questionnaire They were given a questionnaire on their shopping habits.send (out) a 

questionnaire The society sent a questionnaire to all its members.return/send back 
a questionnaire Return the completed questionnaire to this address.a questionnaire 
asks sth Participants fill in a questionnaire that asks them to rate their own 

abilities.ADJECTIVESa short/simple questionnaire We’d like everyone to complete 
a short questionnaire at the end of the meeting.a detailed/lengthy 
questionnaire The women were given a detailed questionnaire about their health.a 

ten-page/20-page etc questionnaire Before I could join the gym, I had to fill out 
a ten-page questionnaire.a standard/standardized questionnaire Patients are 

assessed using a standardized questionnaire.PREPOSITIONSa questionnaire 
about/on sth Employees were given a questionnaire on their feelings about the 
changes. 

queue /kjuː/ noun  BrE a line of people waiting to do something, or a line of 

vehicles waiting to moveVERBS + queuestand/wait in a queue She stood 
in the queue at the checkout.form a queue Other passengers for the train 
were forming a queue.join a queue He went back inside to join the queue for the 

toilets.jump the queue (=go to the front rather than joining the end of a queue) An 
argument developed when she tried to jump the queue.queue + VERBSa queue 
forms A queue had formed outside the shop.a queue builds up (=becomes bigger) In 

the summer, huge queues build up on the roads.a queue stretches 
somewhere The queue stretched all the way to the end of the street.a queue snakes 
somewhere (=it has several bends or curves) The queue snaked out into the car 

park.ADJECTIVESa long/big/huge queue Already a long queue had formed outside 
the concert hall.an endless queue (=very long) People waited in endless queues for 

food.a small queue There was a small queue of people waiting to see the 
doctor.NOUNS + queuea bus queue Why stand in a bus queue or sit in a traffic jam 
when you can walk?PREPOSITIONSa queue of sb I saw a queue of people waiting for 

the bus.a queue for sth There are very long queues for rides at the park.in a 
queue We had already been in the queue for 15 minutes.PHRASESa queue of 
people/cars/traffic etc The queue of traffic on the motorway stretched for miles.the 

front/head of the queue He pushed his way to the front of the queue.the back of 
the queue I told him to get to the back of the queue.be first in the queue I wanted 
to be first in the queue when the doors opened.take your place in a queue (=join 

it) I walked to the bus stop and took my place in the queue.form an orderly 
queue (= stand quietly in a neat line) She told the children to form an orderly 

queue. Queue is used in British English. In American English, people say line.  
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quick /kwɪk/ adjective  1. taking only a short time to do somethingNOUNSa 

quick look/glance/check He took a quick look at my passport and waved me on.a 
quick wash/shower/bath Do I have time for a quick shower before we go out?a 
quick meal/drink/lunch They stopped off for a quick drink.a quick 

visit/journey/trip This is just a quick visit – we won’t be staying long.a quick 
kiss/hug He gave her a quick kiss outside the station.a quick 
response/reaction/answer Aid workers were praised for their quick response to the 

disaster.a quick decision It was getting late and I had to make a quick decision.a 
quick way/method What’s the quickest way to the airport?quick action Their quick 
action saved his life.a quick profit Firms only want to make a quick profit.a quick 

recovery Her son made a quick recovery from his 
illness.ADVERBSremarkably/surprisingly/amazingly/incredibly quick Their 
delivery service is amazingly quick.PHRASESThat was quick! (=used when someone 

has done something surprisingly quickly) That was quick! I thought you’d be another 
hour.in quick succession (=quickly, one after the other) Three bombs went off in 
quick succession.have a quick word with sb (=talk to someone for a short time about 

something) Can I have a quick word with you about tomorrow?make a quick 
exit (=leave quickly) The police arrived and we had to make a quick 

exit.THESAURUS: quickfastway | rate | response | learnertaking only a short  

time to do something:The fastest way to learn a foreign language is to live in the 

country where it is spoken. | We are using up the world’s resources at an  

incredibly fast rate. | Fast response times are needed in an emergency. | Richard is  

a fast learner and was playing the game in no time. Fast or quick?When talking  

about doing something in a short time, you usually use quick. You usually  

use fast when talking about speed of movement. With way, rate, or response you  

can  

use fast or quick. rapidgrowth | expansion | spread | increase | rise | change |

 development | progress | rate | decrease | improvement | declineused when 

something is changing quickly:The Chinese economy is experiencing rapid  

growth. | There has been a rapid increase in crime. | There have been rapid changes in  

the field of computer technology. | The doctors were surprised at his rapid  

progress. | The population is growing at a rapid  

rate.speedyrecovery | end | conclusion | resolution | settlement | return | resp

onse | progress | actionhappening quickly, especially so that you get the result that  

you want:She sent him a letter wishing him a speedy recovery from his illness. | They 

are hoping for a speedy end to the dispute. | The war was brought to a speedy 

conclusion. | They want a speedy return to democracy. | The bill has made speedy 

progress through  

Parliament.promptaction | payment | response | reply | answer | deliverydone 

without any delay:The building was saved because of the prompt action by the 
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firefighters. | There is a discount for prompt payment. | Thank you for your prompt  

reply. | Customers are guaranteed an excellent service with prompt  

delivery. Prompt is usually used before a  

noun. hastydecision | departure | retreat | conclusion | reaction | exit | meal |

 wordsdeciding or doing something very quickly, especially when this has bad 

results:It was a hasty decision, which he later regretted. | They had to make a hasty  

departure. | The guests beat a hasty retreat back into the house when it started to  

rain (=they went back there quickly). | You shouldn’t jump to hasty 

conclusions (=decide too quickly that something is true, when you do not know all  

the facts). | He had a hasty meal and rushed off to the cinema. | Fran regretted  

her hasty words. | Perhaps I was too hasty in rejecting the 

idea.cursory formalglance | look | search | inspection | attention | reading | ma

nner | treatment | discussionlooking at or considering something very quickly,  

without much attention to detail:Even a cursory glance at these figures shows that  

there is a problem. | The police conducted a cursory search of the property. | The 

officer made a cursory inspection of the truck. | The media gave the story cursory  

treatment. | There is only a cursory discussion of the role of women. Cursory is  

usually used before a noun. THESAURUS: quick→ short (1)2. moving 

quicklyTHESAURUS: quick→ fast1 (2)  

quickly /ˈkwɪkli/ adverb  at a high speed or without taking much timeADVERBS 

AND PHRASESas quickly as possible We need to get this finished as quickly as 
possible.so quickly Kids grow up so quickly these days.rather/quite quickly The 

stream was flowing quite quickly.THESAURUS: quicklyfastat a high speed – used  

especially when talking about how something moves:You’re driving too fast! | He ran  

home as fast as he could.quick spokenquickly – used in exclamations or in  

comparatives:Quick! There’s a mouse!swiftly writtenquickly:The government acted 

swiftly. | She was surprised that he agreed so swiftly.rapidlyquickly – used especially  

about changes, increases, improvements etc:The population is growing rapidly. | a 

rapidly changing worldspeedilyquickly and therefore efficiently:All problems were 

speedily dealt with.brisklyquickly and energetically:He walked briskly back along the 

path.at high/great speedat a very fast speed – used especially in technical  

descriptions:The molecules are travelling at great speed.at a rapid rate especially  

writtenquickly – used about changes, increases, improvements etc:Internet shopping is  

growing at a rapid rate.as quick as a flash/in a flashextremely quickly:As quick as a  

flash, I was back in my bed and under the covers.like lightningmoving extremely  

quickly:Like lightning, the cat darted under the bushes.flat out especially BrEat the 

fastest speed possible:The car was going flat out. | He was running flat out.  
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quiet /ˈkwaɪət/ adjective  1. making very little noise. Also used to describe a 

place where there is very little noiseNOUNSa quiet car/plane/engine Battery-
powered cars are much quieter than ordinary cars.a quiet voice “It’s time to go,” she 
said in a quiet voice.a quiet room/place/area/spot They found a quiet room where 

they could talk without being disturbed.VERBSbecome/go quiet The room 
suddenly went quiet.be/keep quiet Ssh! Be quiet! You’ll wake the baby.keep sb 
quiet I let the kids play on their computer to keep them quiet.ADVERBSso quiet It’s so 

quiet now she’s gone.deathly quiet (=extremely quiet) Inside the house it was deathly 
quiet, except for the buzzing of a fly.eerily quiet (=very quiet, in a strange and 
frightening way) The forest was eerily quiet at night.PHRASESnice and quiet It’s nice 

and quiet in here.somewhere quiet I need somewhere quiet to 

work.THESAURUS: quietlowvoice | volumenot very loud, especially because 

you do not want other people to hear:Doug was on the phone, speaking in a low 

voice. | I turned the radio down to low volume.softvoice | musicquiet and pleasant to  

listen to:Her voice was soft and gentle. | Soft music was playing in the 

background.silentcompletely quiet and not making any sound at all, or not saying  

anything at all:The man remained silent and refused to answer any questions. | The 

room suddenly went silent (=became silent). | For a moment, the two men fell  

silent (=became silent – a formal use). Silent is much less common before a noun.  

You use it in certain fixed phrases: a silent film/movie (=an old film without any  

sound)a silent prayer (=when you pray without saying the words aloud) | The silent  

majority (=the majority of the people in a country, who all have the same opinion,  

but do not get the chance to say what they  

think.) hushedvoice | tones | silence | whisper | conversationvery quiet,  

especially because you do not want other people to hear:I could hear hushed voices in  

the next room. | The doctors were talking in hushed tones. | A hushed silence fell on  

the room (=people suddenly became 

silent).faintsound | voice | cry | whisper | echoa faint sound is quiet and difficult to  

hear, especially because it comes from a long way away:Jean heard the faint sound of  

the bells in the distance. | She began to cry out in a faint voice: “Help me!” | The hills  

sent back a faint echo.muffledvoice | sound | cry | shout | explosion | roara 

muffled sound is difficult to hear clearly, because something such as a wall or cover  

prevents the sound from reaching you:Muffled voices were coming from one of the 

rooms downstairs. | She could hear the muffled sounds of the television in the next  

room. | From the cupboard there was a muffled cry. | There was a muffled  

explosion somewhere inside the building.dullthud | rumble | roar | crack | sounda 

dull sound is not loud or clear:His body hit the ground with a dull thud. | She could  

now hear the dull roar and crackle of fire in the bushes. | There was a dull crack as the 
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chair began to break.inaudible formalsound | voice | whisper | sightoo quiet to  

hear:Dogs are able to hear sounds that are inaudible to the human ear (=that  

humans cannot hear). | Joseph kept walking until his  

father’s voice became inaudible. | Her answer was an almost inaudible whisper. | He 

gave an inaudible sigh. You can also say that a sound is barely audible (=you can  

only just hear it): His voice was barely audible above the noise of the  

traffic. ANTONYMS → loud2. a quiet person does not say very much, especially 

because they are shyNOUNSa quiet man/woman/boy/girl/child He is a quiet 

boy who loves reading.quiet authority (=used when someone does not say very 
much, but you respect them because they seem to know a lot) When he spoke, he had 
an air of quiet authority.PHRASESsb is as quiet as a (church) mouse (=he or she is a 

shy quiet person who does not disturb anyone) Her neighbour was as quiet as a 

mouse and Ruth hardly knew she was there.THESAURUS: 

quietreserved formalnot wanting to talk about your feelings or show them:Flora was  

a reserved woman, who was astonished when reviewers praised her work. | The 

English have a reputation for being rather reserved.reticent formalnot wanting to tell  

people about something:She’s always been reticent about her past. Reticent is not  

used before a noun. taciturn formalnot saying very much, especially in a way that  

seems rather unfriendly or bad-tempered:Her father was a taciturn man who spent  

most of his time locked in his study. | She found Vaughn a taciturn and rather difficult  

person.silentnot saying very much:She usually goes for the strong silent type (=she 

likes strong men who do not say very much). You can also say that someone is a  

man/woman of few words: Like many great scientists, he was a man of few  

words (=he did not say very much, and only spoke when there was something  

important to say). 3. a quiet place or time is one in which there is little activityNOUNSa 

quiet town/village She left her small quiet town in Mexico on her 16th birthday.a 
quiet place/area/street The streets are quiet after ten o’clock.a quiet 

restaurant/bar Later they found a quiet restaurant on the edge of town.a quiet 
time January is normally a quiet time of year and many of the stores are closed.a 
quiet life (=one in which not much exciting happens, or people do not keep bothering 

you) All I want is a nice quiet life.VERBSgo quiet Business has gone quiet because of 
the recession (=there is less business activity and fewer things are being 
sold).PHRASESthings are quiet Things were quiet in the pub on 

weekdays.THESAURUS: 

quietsleepytown | village | suburb | place | backwaterused about a place where 

very little happens:We stayed in a sleepy resort town. | Formby grew from 

a sleepy little village of 7,000 people into a large town. | At that time, Richmond was  
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a sleepy suburb of London. | The town gets busy for a few hours on Saturdays. The 

rest of the time it is a sleepy place. | After the oil industry disappeared, the town 

returned to being a sleepy backwater (=a place where nothing exciting happens,  

especially one that is far from the busiest parts of a country or  

area).peacefulplace | village | town | scene | surroundings | setting | atmosph

ere | life | existencequiet in a pleasant and relaxing way:The monastery was  

a peaceful place. | The hotel is set in peaceful surroundings in the middle of the 

countryside. | It would be hard to imagine a more peaceful setting for a holiday. | He 

was hoping for a peaceful life when he retired six years  

ago.tranquil literaryvillage | town | place | scene | surroundings | setting | atm

osphere | beauty | life | existencequiet in a pleasant and relaxing way:The tranquil  

village of Catton lies just 20 minutes from York. | You can go for long walks in  

the tranquil surroundings of the lake. | There is a strong contrast between the tranquil  

beauty of the coastline and the area inland. | He now lives the tranquil life of a  

Buddhist monk. | Their tranquil existence is threatened by plans to build a new railway 

line. Tranquil or peaceful?Tranquil means the same as peaceful and is used with  

the same collocations. It is mainly used in  

literature. calmweather | day | sea | city | atmosphereif the weather is calm,  

there is no strong wind. If the sea is calm, there are no waves. If a place is calm, there  

is no violence, fighting, or strong emotions:The calm weather was replaced by heavy 

rain. | It was a cold calm day with no wind. | The next morning the weather was fine 

and the sea was calm. | The city is calm now after the riots. | The chapel had a calm 

atmosphere.dead informalused about a place that is boring because nothing exciting  

happens:This place is dead at weekends and there is nothing for young people to  

do. Dead is not used before a noun in this meaning.  

quit /kwɪt/ verb especially AmE informal  1. to leave a job, school etcNOUNSquit 

school/college He quit school at 15.quit your job/post She decided 
to quit her job at the hospital.quit work She quit work after her first child was 

born.quit teaching/farming/medicine etc He wants to quit teaching and start a 
restaurant.quit the music/movie etc business I was ready to quit the music 
business entirely.quit the game (=stop being a professional sports player) She was 

forced to quit the game because of ankle injuries.quit the team/band One player 
threatened to quit the team.quit the government Two ministers have quit the 
government.ADVERBSquit sth altogether/entirely I am seriously thinking 

about quitting the business altogether.PREPOSITIONSquit as sth After the team’s 
defeat, he decided to quit as captain.quit over sth The minister may quit over the 

issue.THESAURUS: quit→ stop1 (1)  

quiz /kwɪz/ noun  a competition or game in which people have to answer 

questionsVERBStake part in a quiz Four teams took part in the quiz.enter a 
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quiz Would you like to enter our literary quiz?win a quiz The person 

who wins the quiz will receive £50.have/hold a quiz The club will be holding its 
annual quiz next month.NOUNS + quiza general knowledge quiz You need a wide 

range of knowledge to win a general knowledge quiz.a music/gardening/sports etc 
quiz There was a music quiz about songs from the 1980s.a trivia quiz (=a quiz with 
questions about little-known facts) He’s very good at trivia quizzes.quiz + NOUNSa quiz 

question I knew the answers to a lot of the quiz questions.a quiz show especially 
BrE She presents a TV quiz show.a quiz night BrE The club organized a quiz 

night. The people who take part in a quiz are called the contestants.  

quota /ˈkwəʊtə $ ˈkwoʊ-/ noun  the largest or smallest amount of something that 

is allowed, or a rule about thisADJECTIVES/NOUNS + quotaa strict quota The 
government is planning to introduce strict quotas on the number of people who can 

enter the country.an annual/monthly/weekly/daily quota The US immigration laws 
imposed a strict annual quota for each country of origin.a national quota Five 
countries maintained national quotas on imports of Japanese cars.the full quota He 

had never taken his full quota of holiday.import/export quotas British industry was 
protected from foreign competition by import quotas.a sales quota The department 
had failed to meet its sales quota.production quotas Production quotas were imposed 

on dairy farmers.fishing quotas The fishing quotas are strictly 
enforced.VERBSimpose/introduce a quota (=officially start having one) In 1993 the 
European Union imposed quotas on banana imports.set a quota (=say how much it 

is) They have the right to set fishing quotas.meet/make/achieve a quota (=do or 
get as much as is required) Some workers had difficulty meeting their quotas.enforce 
a quota (=make sure that it is obeyed) It is not possible 

to enforce the quota.lift/scrap a quota (=end it) The minister for 
trade lifted all quotas on imports and exports.fill a quota (=do or get as much as is 
required) They had already filled their quota, so they didn’t need to recruit any more 

people.exceed a quota The fishermen were accused 

of exceeding their quotas.THESAURUS: quota→ amount 

quotation AC /kwəʊˈteɪʃən $ kwoʊ-/ noun  a sentence or phrase taken from a 

book, speech etcVERBSa quotation is taken from sth The quotation is taken 
from ‘Nineteen Eighty-Four’, by George Orwell.a quotation comes from sth The 

following quotation comes from a letter he wrote in 1918.use a quotation President 
Obama used a quotation from Abraham Lincoln in his speech.ADJECTIVESa famous 
quotation The incident brings to mind a famous quotation from the Bible: “Put not 

your trust in princes”.a long/short quotation He included long quotations from the 
play in his essay. | Two short quotations will illustrate this point.a direct 
quotation That is a direct quotation from a speech he made last year.a biblical 

quotation The bishop’s letters are full of biblical quotations.the following 
quotation The following quotation has always stuck in my mind.PREPOSITIONSa 
quotation from sth/sb At the beginning of the chapter is a quotation from a Chinese 

philosopher. In more informal English, people say quote: This is a quote from his  

diary. PHRASESa dictionary/book of quotations I looked the phrase up in a book of 

quotations. 
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quote AC /kwəʊt $ kwoʊt/ verb  to repeat exactly what someone else has said or 

writtenADVERBSquote directly I am quoting directly from their 
report.much/frequently quoted (=often quoted) His complaints about the way the 
competition was organized have been much quoted.NOUNSquote a 

line/verse/phrase My uncle often used to quote these lines of poetry.quote a 
writer/author Kerry quoted the French writer André Gide: “Do not try to understand 
me too quickly.”quote a passage He quoted a passage from a speech by President 

Lincoln.quote a remark Rollins quoted a remark by James Joyce.quote a 
source (=someone who has told a reporter something, usually without giving their 
name) The newspaper quoted an anonymous source as saying the president was 

‘furious“.PREPOSITIONSquote from sb/sth He quotes from the work of other 
writers.PHRASESquote sth in full (=quote all the words) Her reply is worth quoting in 
full.quote at length from sb/sth (=quote a lot from something) He quotes at 

length from Stephen Bloom’s account of his childhood.quote sb as saying sth A 
military spokesman was quoted as saying that the border area is now safe.don’t quote 
me on that spoken I think he’s going to lose, but don’t quote me on that. 

Letter R 

race /reɪs/ noun  1. a competition in which people or animals try to get to the 

end of a course fastestVERBSwin/lose a race He did not win another race that 
season.come first/last etc in a race also finish first/last etc in a race She came 

third in the 200-metre race.compete in a race Bolt should be fit enough to compete 
in the race.take part in a race Runners from all over the world will take part in the 
race.enter a race He entered the London to Manchester Air Race.enter sth in/for a 

race The horse is entered in a race at Worcester the day after tomorrow.have a 
race We decided to have a race and I won.hold a race The next race will be held on 
25th February.lead the race (=be ahead of everyone else) She led the race from start 

to finish.finish the race Paul hopes to finish the race in under three hours.run a 
race I thought I ran a good race.dominate a race (=be leading at most times in a 
race, or usually win this race) African runners have dominated this race for a 

decade.withdraw from a race Three other yachts were also forced to withdraw 
from the race.ADJECTIVESa tough/hard race He knows it will be a tough race.the big 
race (=an important race) There are only three days to go until the big race.NOUNS 

+ racea horse/boat/bike etc race It is legal to gamble on horse races.a road 
race (=when people run, cycle etc on ordinary roads) She regularly competes in 10-
kilometre road races.a 2-lap/50-lap etc race (=two times, 50 times etc round a 

course) The drivers had completed lap four of a 25-lap race when the collision 
occurred.2. one of the main groups that humans can be divided into according to the 
colour of their skin and other physical featuresPHRASESpeople of all races/people of 

different races People of all races attended the church.race + NOUNSrace 
relations (=the relationships between people of different races who live in the same 
country) Race relations in the city are generally very good.race 

discrimination (=unfair treatment of someone because of their race) They claim they 
have suffered as a result of race discrimination.race riots (=fighting between people of 

different races who live in the same country) The killing of a black protester led to race 
riots.VERBSbelong to a race We all belong to the same race – the human 
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race.ADJECTIVESmixed race (=having parents from different races) One in five pre-

school children is of mixed race.THESAURUS: racenationa country and its people,  

or a group of people with the same history and language:Japan has become one of  

the richest nations in the world. | Our dream is for a united Arab nation. | The 

president will speak to the nation. | The events shocked the entire nation. | Car sales  

are normally an accurate reflection of the nation's economy.peoplethe people who 

belong to a particular country, race, or area:The American people will vote to choose 

the next president of the United States. | Once they were a proud people who ruled  

much of the world. The plural of this meaning of people is peoples: the native  

peoples of the islands tribea group of people in a country who are the same race,  

with the same traditional way of life and the same leader:The members of the tribe are  

trying to keep their language and culture alive. | The rugs are made by women 

who belong to Bedouin tribes.ethnic groupa group of people of the same race, nation,  

or tribe:Within Namibia there are more than a dozen different ethnic groups. | The city  

authorities have a responsibility to look after the needs of minority ethnic groups.3. a 

situation in which people are competing with each other to win or achieve 

somethingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + racea close/tight race Most people were predicting 
a close race.a two-way/three-way etc race (=involving two, three etc 
competitors) In a three-way race, Clinton received 47 percent, Dole 35 percent, Perot 

10 percent.a one-horse/two-horse etc race (=when only one, two etc of the 
competitors have a chance of winning) It soon became clear that it would be a two-
horse race. | This is turning into a one-horse race.a presidential/senate/mayoral 

race (=to become president, senator, or mayor) He put $12 million of his own money 
into a Senate race.VERBSenter/join the race China says it is planning to enter the 
race to send a spaceship to Mars.drop out of/withdraw from the race He dropped 

out of the presidential race quite early on.stay in the race Forbes has the money 
to stay in the race as long as he likes.win/lose a race It looks as though he will win 
the race to be the Democratic presidential candidate.PREPOSITIONSthe race for 

sth The race for the title is not over.a race between people/groups The race 
between the Democrats and the Republicans could be decided by just two votes.a race 
against sb He had lost a very close race against his rival in the previous election.be in 

the race (for sth) (=be competing and have a chance of winning) Swindon 
Town is still in the race, despite losing to Manchester City on Saturday.PHRASESthe 
race is on (=it has started) The race is on among car manufacturers to produce a 

practical electric car. 

racial /ˈreɪʃəl/ adjective  relating to the relationships between different races of 

people who live in the same countryNOUNSracial equality (=when people of all races 

have the same rights and treatment) We are firmly committed to achieving racial 
equality.racial harmony (=when people of different races live or work together 
without problems) Dr King’s dream of racial harmony has never been fully 

realized.racial discrimination (=unfair treatment because of someone’s race) They 
found no evidence of racial discrimination.racial prejudice/hatred He claimed that his 
opponents were motivated by racial prejudice. | He was prosecuted for inciting racial 
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hatred.racial harassment (=threatening behaviour towards someone because of their 

race) The court case increased public awareness of racial harassment at work.racial 
abuse (=insulting remarks based on someone’s race) Their children faced racial 

abuse on the streets and in school.racial tension (=bad feelings between people of 
different races, which could develop into violence) His arrest is likely to heighten racial 
tensions.racial violence Combating racial violence is a priority for the police.a racial 

attack He was the victim of a racial attack.racial segregation (=when people of 
different races are forced to live, work etc separately) The 1964 Civil Rights Act 
prohibited racial segregation in public buildings. 

racing /ˈreɪsɪŋ/ noun  1. the sport of racing horsesNOUNS + racinghorse 

racing He has always been interested in horses and horse racing.flat racing (=racing 
in which the horses do not jump over anything)jump racing (=racing in which the 
horses jump over barriers)racing + NOUNSthe racing results He wanted to check on 

the racing results.a racing tip (=advice about which horse in a race to bet on) He used 
to give me racing tips, but the horses rarely won.the racing industry The racing 
industry should spend far more on providing places for retired horses.the racing 

season In Hong Kong, autumn is when the racing season commences.a racing 
fan Racing fans are looking forward to tomorrow’s big race at Epsom.2. the sport of 

racing in carsNOUNS + racingmotor/car racing He went into motor racing for the fun 
of it.auto racing AmE Auto racing was very dangerous in those days.racing + NOUNSa 
racing car He loves driving racing cars.a racing driver No racing driver wants to be 

second to anyone.a racing circuit/track He has driven around all the country’s 
top racing circuits.sb’s racing career It was the most amazing moment of my racing 
career.the racing season You can practise your skills on the track before the racing 

season starts. In American English, people say race car rather than racing car.  

racism /ˈreɪsɪzəm/ noun  unfair treatment of people, or violence against them, 

because they belong to a different race from your 

ownPHRASESaccusations/allegations/charges of racism His comments have led 
to accusations of racism.a victim of racism The defeated candidate said he was 
a victim of racism.the problem/issue of racism We must address the problem of 

racism.a form/kind of racism Blatant discrimination has been replaced by 
subtler forms of racism.the fight/struggle against racism We have not won 
the struggle against racism.VERBSaccuse sb of racism He was accused of racism by 

one of his employees.experience/encounter racism I 
didn’t experience any racism at school.combat/fight/tackle racism We are 
committed to combating racism.stamp out/eradicate racism (=completely end it) He 

wants to stamp out racism in his party.racism exists The university admits that racism 
exists on campus.ADJECTIVESovert/blatant racism (=very obvious racism) It was my 
first encounter with blatant racism.institutional racism (=racism that has become 

normal in a group) The report claimed there was institutional racism in the police 
force.casual racism I’m used to the casual racism of immigration 
officers.PREPOSITIONSracism against sb They are guilty of racism 

against Asians.racism among sb There were allegations of racism among the 

jurors.THESAURUS: racism→ prejudice 

radiation /ˌreɪdiˈeɪʃən/ noun  energy waves, especially a form of energy that is 

dangerous to living thingsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + radiationnuclear radiation Nuclear 
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radiation has a devastating effect on living cells.low-level radiation (=not much 

radiation) What are the long-term effects of low-level radiation?background 
radiation (=the radiation normally present in the environment) In some parts of the 

world, background radiation is very high.solar radiation (=from the sun) How 
can solar radiation be trapped and used?cosmic radiation (=from space) The 
spacecraft is fitted with a shield to block cosmic radiation.ultraviolet/infra-red 

radiation (=with shorter or longer waves than visible light) Ultraviolet 
radiation damages DNA in plants.gamma radiation technical (=produced by 
radioactive substances) Cancer is sometimes treated with gamma radiation.VERBSgive 

off/produce radiation also emit radiation formal The lamps emit ultra-
violet radiation.absorb radiation It is thought that a black hole absorbs any 
solar radiation that reaches it.be exposed to radiation (=be put in a situation where 

you are not protected from harmful radiation) The servicemen claimed 
they were illegally exposed to radiation during atomic tests.detect radiation This 
equipment detects infra-red radiation.radiation + NOUNSa radiation leak A radiation 

leak occurred at a nuclear power station.radiation levels The radiation levels are 
within acceptable standards.PHRASESa dose of radiation (=an amount of radiation 
that someone experiences) Workers at the site received high doses of 

radiation.exposure to radiation One cause of leukaemia is exposure to radiation. 

radical AC /ˈrædɪkəl/ adjective  very different from what happened before or to 

what is usualNOUNSa radical change The move to the country would mean a radical 

change in lifestyle.a radical transformation (=a complete change in appearance) The 
city has undergone a radical transformation.a radical departure from 
sth (=something very different) The design of the building is a radical departure from 

tradition.radical reform He said the institution was in need of radical reform.a radical 
overhaul (=big changes in order to improve something) The government is planning 
a radical overhaul of the health care system.radical measures (=extreme 

actions) Instead of retreating, he suggested even more radical measures.a radical 
idea/view His ideas on education were too radical for most people to accept.a radical 
solution One scientist proposed a radical solution to the problem.a radical 

approach A more radical approach is needed.a radical rethink (=when you think 
about a plan or idea again in a very different way) The Conservative Party leader called 
for a radical rethink of economic policy. 

 

radio /ˈreɪdiəʊ $ -dioʊ/ noun  a piece of equipment which you use to listen to 

programmes that are broadcast, or the programmes themselvesADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ radionational/local radio I heard the game on the local radio. | He even went 
on national radio to defend himself and his players.state radio (=controlled by the 
government of a country) In a message read on state radio and television, the 

president called for calm.commercial radio He has worked for the BBC and 
in commercial radio.internet radio There are dozens of internet radio 
stations.VERBSlisten to the radio She was sitting up in bed, listening to the 

radio.hear sth on the radio I heard on the radio that the weather was going to get 
warmer.turn/switch the radio on Dad switched on the radio for the eight-thirty 
news.turn/switch the radio off She turned the radio off and went to bed.turn the 

radio down/up (=make it quieter or louder) I asked them to turn the radio 
down.tune a radio to a station (=make it receive broadcasts from a particular 
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station) The radio was tuned to a country music station.radio + NOUNSa radio 

programme/show It’s my favourite radio programme.a radio broadcast All radio 
broadcasts continue to be closely monitored by the government.a radio interview He 

said in a radio interview that he was looking forward to the match.a radio 
station (=an organization that broadcasts radio programmes) There are currently 
nearly 50 commercial radio stations.a radio announcer (=someone who reads news 

or information on the radio) The radio announcer said the next program would be the 
six o’clock news.a radio presenter (=someone who presents a radio 
programme)PREPOSITIONSon the radio It wasn’t easy to get their record played on 

the radio. 
 

rage /reɪdʒ/ noun  a very strong feeling of angerPHRASESsb is filled with 

rage Afterwards, he was filled with rage and he felt like leaving his job.be speechless 

with rage (=be so angry that you cannot speak) Speechless with rage, she threw the 
letter in the fire.be beside yourself with rage (=be so angry that you cannot control 
yourself) They had been publicly humiliated and were beside themselves with rage.be 

white with rage He went white with rage when he realised what they had done.sb’s 
face is dark/red/purple with rage His face was dark with rage and his eyes blazed 

furiously.be incandescent with rage formal (=extremely angry) When she saw the 
pictures in the newspaper, she was incandescent with rage.in a fit of rage (=because 
you suddenly feel very angry) In a fit of rage, he seized the poor man by the shoulders 

and shouted at him.sb’s face is twisted/contorted with rage Mike’s usually 
calm face was contorted with rage.sb’s eyes fill with tears of rage Her eyes filled 
with tears of rage.a cry/howl/bellow etc of rage She remembered his cries of 

rage as he was taken away.ADJECTIVESa jealous rage He killed his wife in a jealous 
rage.a drunken rage He smashed up his guitar in a drunken rage.a 
terrible/towering rage (=extreme anger) She called her lawyer in a towering 

rage.blind/uncontrollable rage (=extreme uncontrolled anger that makes someone 
violent) His fear turned to blind rage.murderous rage (=anger that makes someone 
capable of murder) I saw a murderous rage in his eyes.impotent rage (=when you 

cannot do anything about a situation) She just stood there, seething with impotent 
rage.suppressed rage (=not being expressed) She was trembling with suppressed 
rage.VERBSfeel rage I had never felt such rage before.seethe with rage (=feel 

extremely angry) The injustice of it made Melissa seethe with rage.shake/tremble 
with rage When he put down the phone, he was shaking with rage.cry with rage I 
was crying with rage and frustration.fly into a rage/explode with rage (=suddenly 

become very angry) She knew her father would explode with rage if he found out.vent 
your rage (=show or express it) The angry fans vented their rage by throwing things 
at the players.PREPOSITIONSin a rage Moran was always in a rage about 

something.rage at sb/sth They were filled with rage at the prejudice they had 
experienced. 

raid /reɪd/ noun  a short military attack on a place, in order to cause 

damageNOUNS + raidan air raid (=when bombs are dropped from planes) His parents 
were killed in an air raid.a bombing raid Bombing raids had destroyed most of the 
country’s oil refineries.a commando raid (=by specially trained soldiers) They were 

planning a commando raid to rescue the hostages.a guerrilla raid (=a raid by a small 
unofficial military group) From their base in the rainforest they staged guerrilla raids on 
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Nicaragua.a night raid (=an attack that takes place at night) The night raids were 

almost non-stop.ADJECTIVESa heavy raid (=when lot of bombs are dropped on a 
place) There were heavy raids on London that night.a daring raid The rebels carried 

out several daring raids on government buildings.a cross-border raid (=across a 
border between two countries) Cross-border raids into Kenya last year caused a serious 
diplomatic conflict.VERBScarry out/make a raid also conduct/stage/mount a 

raid formal The pirates carried out raids on English ships.launch a raid (=start a 
raid) Rebel forces launched raids from across the border.take part in a raid They took 
part in various raids, including the bombing of Cologne in 1942.lead a raid He was 

awarded a medal for leading a successful raid.PREPOSITIONSa raid on/against 
sth During the raid on Pearl Harbor the Japanese lost 29 aeroplanes.a raid into an 
area There were frequent Turkish raids into Croatia. 

rail /reɪl/ noun  the railway system GrammarRail is usually used in compounds,  

or in the phrase by rail. rail + NOUNSthe rail network/system (=the system of 

railway lines in a country) The government has spent £2 billion on improving the 
country’s rail network.a rail service People want a safe, reliable rail service.rail 
travel Environmentalists want to make rail travel cheaper.rail transport They 

promised to increase investment in rail transport.a rail passenger Rail passengers will 
have to pay more for their tickets next year.a rail line The town is on the main London 
to Edinburgh rail line.a rail link (=that makes train travel between two places 

possible) He proposed building a high-speed rail link between the two airports.a rail 
ticket He bought a first-class rail ticket.a rail fare (=the cost of a rail ticket) Rail 
fares are to increase by up to 9.4%.a rail crash His father was killed in a rail 

crash.PREPOSITIONSby rail I prefer to travel by rail. 

railroad /ˈreɪlrəʊd $ -roʊd/ noun AmE  a system of tracks along which trains 

run, or a system of trainsrailroad + NOUNSa railroad station I offered to drive him to 

the nearest railroad station.a railroad track The city plans to build 120 miles of 
railroad track.the railroad system The railroad system is suffering from a lack of 
investment.a railroad company The land near the station was owned by the railroad 

company.railroad workers The railroad workers went on strike.a railroad car (=one 
of the parts of a train) We all got into the railroad car.a railroad accident His father 
was badly injured in a railroad accident.a railroad crossing (=a place where vehicles 

and people can cross the railroad track) The truck failed to stop at a railroad 
crossing.VERBSbuild a railroad The railroad was built over 100 years ago.run a 
railroad In France, the government runs the railroad.PREPOSITIONSon the 

railroad He worked on the railroad for 30 years. 

railway noun BrE  a system of tracks along which trains run, or a system of 

trainsrailway + NOUNSa railway station I’ll meet you at the railway station.a railway 
line/track The first railway line between Yokohama and Tokyo opened in 1872.a 
railway journey The children enjoyed the railway journey to the seaside.the railway 

system/network The railway system expanded rapidly.a railway 
company The railway company has a duty to ensure passengers’ safety.railway 
workers/staff Railway workers threatened to go on strike.the railway timetable She 

checked the railway timetable to see what time the next train would arrive.a railway 
carriage A group of teenagers entered the railway carriage.a railway accident Her 
uncle died in a railway accident.a railway bridge A railway bridge crosses the canal at 
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this point.VERBSbuild a railway The railway was built to connect the quarries with the 

port.run a railway How can the railways be run more efficiently?ADJECTIVESa 
mainline railway (=joining large towns or cities) A mainline railway runs through 

here.a high-speed railway The airport will be linked to Hong Kong by a high-speed 
railway.a steam railway He can still remember the days of steam railways.a light 
railway (=a small railway within a city, airport etc) Light railways could solve the city’s 

commuter problems.PREPOSITIONSon the railway(s) My father worked on the 
railway. 

rain1 /reɪn/ noun  water that falls in small drops from clouds in the 

skyADJECTIVESheavy rain (=a lot of rain comes down) There was heavy rain all 

night. | The rain was so heavy he couldn’t see to drive.pouring rain (=very 
heavy) She left us standing in the pouring rain.torrential rain (=extremely heavy) I 
woke to the sound of torrential rain.driving rain (=heavy rain that is being blown by 

the wind) They struggled to walk against driving rain.light/fine rain (=consisting of 
small drops of water) A light rain began to fall.soft/gentle rain (=light rain – used 
when this seems pleasant) She felt the soft rain on her face.steady/persistent 

rain (=continuous rain) The weather had changed to cold steady rain. | The match was 
played in persistent rain.incessant rain (=continuing for a long time without stopping, 

in a way that is annoying or causes problems) The incessant rain made the rescuers’ 
work more difficult.VERBSthe rain falls/comes down The rain was still falling in the 
afternoon. | The rain started coming down and we decided to go indoors.the rain 

pours down (=a lot of rain comes down) The rain was pouring down and I was quickly 
soaked.the rain beats down/lashes down also the rain beats/lashes (against) 
sth (=it falls on something with a lot of force) The rain lashed against the windows of 

the car. | Isabel listened to the rain beating down.the rain eases off/lets up (=it 
starts to rain less) The rain should ease off in a minute.the rain holds off (=it does 
not start, when people are expecting it to start) Fortunately, the rain held off until we 

got back.the rain stops They went into a café and waited for the rain to stop.the rain 
pelts down (=it comes down fast) Soil was washed away as the rain continued to pelt 
down.the rain patters on sth (=drops of rain hit something and make a sound) Rain 

pattered on the roof.the rain drums on sth (=it makes a loud noise like someone 
hitting a drum when it hits something) The rain was drumming on the roof of the 
hall.rain + NOUNSa rain cloud There were thick black rain clouds in the sky.a rain 

shower also a shower of rain BrE (=a short period of rain) A sudden rain 

shower made everyone run for cover. Raindrop, rainwater, rainstorm,  

and rainfall are written as one word. PREPOSITIONSin the rain He walked home in 

the rain.out of the rain She opened the door and said, “Come in out of the 
rain.”PHRASESit is pouring with rain BrE it is pouring rain AmE (=a lot of rain is 

falling) It was pouring with rain so I decided to drive, not walk.it looks like rain (=rain 
appears likely because there are dark clouds in the sky) We ate indoors because it 
looked like rain.get caught in the rain (=be outside when it starts raining) I got 

caught in the rain and I didn’t have an umbrella.a drop of rain Robert felt a drop of 
rain on his face.sheets of rain He drove home slowly, through sheets of rain.an 
inch/25 millimetres etc of rain Two inches of rain fell in twelve hours.outbreaks of 

rain (=short periods of rain – used in weather forecasts) Outbreaks of rain will spread 

across northern parts.THESAURUS: raindrizzlelight rain with very small drops of  
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water:A light drizzle was falling as I left the house.showera short period of rain that  

can be heavy or light:More heavy showers are forecast for tonight. | It was just a light  

shower.downpoura short period of very heavy rain that starts suddenly:A sudden 

downpour sent us running for shelter. | There was a torrential downpour (= used when  

emphasizing that a lot of rain suddenly fell on a place).hailfrozen rain that falls in the 

form of hailstones (=small balls of ice):The hail and high winds have destroyed many 

of the county’s crops.sleeta mixture of snow and rain:The rain had turned to  

sleet. | Sleet started falling.the rainsheavy rain that falls during a particular period in  

the year in tropical countries:The farmers are waiting for the rains to  

come.monsoonthe heavy rain that falls between April and October in India and other  

southern Asian countries:The monsoon is late this year. | This is the start of the 

monsoon season.  

rain2 /reɪn/ verb  when it rains, drops of water fall from clouds in the 

sky GrammarYou always say it rains/it is raining. ADVERBSit is raining 

heavily/hard (=a lot of water comes down) It was raining heavily when we arrived in 

New York.Don’t say It rained very much. Say It rained heavily.it is raining 
slightly/lightly/a little (=a little water comes down) It’s raining slightly, but we can 
still go out.it rained non-stop/solidly/steadily (=without stopping) It rained 

solidly all day.VERBSit starts/begins to rain It started to rain, so we went inside.it 

stops raining I wish it would stop raining. If it rains heavily, you can say it is  

pouring down (in British English) or it is pouring rain (in American English): It’s  

been pouring down/pouring rain all morning.People sometimes say it’s raining cats  

and dogs in this meaning, but this phrase now sounds a little old-

fashioned. THESAURUS: rainit’s pouring (down) BrE it’s pouring 

(rain) AmEit is raining very heavily:We stayed at home because it was pouring down 

all day.it’s chucking it down BrE informalit is raining very heavily:Outside it was  

chucking it down and the streets were deserted.it’s drizzlingvery gentle rain is  

falling:It’s only drizzling – let’s go for a walk anyway.it’s hailingfrozen rain in the form 

of small balls of ice falling:It had been hailing and the roads were still slippery.  

rainfall noun  the amount of rain that falls on an area in a particular period of 

timeADJECTIVES/NOUNS + rainfallheavy rainfall Heavy rainfall also affected Mexico, 
causing flooding in the state of Veracruz.high/low rainfall (=a lot or a little) Low 

rainfall can seriously affect agricultural production.the average rainfall About 70 
percent of the average rainfall in the country falls between November and March.the 
annual rainfall (=the total amount in a year) The annual rainfall averages only 45 

inches.winter/summer/spring/autumn rainfall Total winter rainfall has increased 
in almost all parts of the UK.VERBSmeasure the rainfall The students 
will measure the rainfall every day and record their observations.rainfall + 

NOUNSrainfall patterns Global warming is already affecting the world’s rainfall 
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patterns.rainfall levels The Tully region has one of the highest rainfall levels in 

Australia.rainfall records England and Wales have just endured their wettest 12 
months since rainfall records began in 1766.PHRASES5 inches/30 millimetres etc of 

rainfall The Bristol area had over two inches of rainfall in two days.the amount of 
rainfall October has the highest amount of rainfall during the 
year.changes/fluctuations in rainfall The region experiences large fluctuations in 

rainfall from one year to the next. 

rainforest noun  a tropical forest with tall trees in an area where it rains a 

lotADJECTIVEStropical rainforest The tropical rainforests of Ecuador contain 

thousands of species of plants.virgin rainforest (=not damaged by humans) Ghana 
has lost 90% of its virgin rainforest in the past 50 years.dense rainforest (=with a lot 
of trees growing closely together) The island is covered in dense rainforest.the 

Amazonian/Brazilian/African etc rainforest Huge areas of Brazilian rainforest are 
being cleared to create agricultural land.VERBSsave the rainforest The best way 

to save the rainforest is to stop cutting down the trees and vegetation.protect the 
rainforest If we want local people to protect the rainforest and its wildlife, then we 
must support them.destroy the rainforest Why are multinational companies helping 

to destroy the rainforest?threaten the rainforest Logging 
is threatening the rainforest.rainforest + NOUNSrainforest conservation Rainforest 
conservation is crucial to limiting the greenhouse effect.a rainforest 

campaigner Rainforest campaigners are warning that biofuels could become the main 
reason for rainforest destruction worldwide.a rainforest region/area Brazil has the 
world’s largest rainforest areas.rainforest trees/plants About a quarter of all the 

medicines we use come from rainforest plants.PHRASESthe destruction of the 
rainforest The rate of destruction of the Amazon rainforest has increased over the last 
five years. 

rainy /ˈreɪni/ adjective  if the weather is rainy, it rains a lotNOUNSa rainy 

day/night/morning etc It was a cold rainy day in November.rainy weather We 
didn’t let the rainy weather spoil our holiday.the rainy season (=the period when it 

rains a lot each year) The rainy season arrived early this year and there were lots of big 

storms.a rainy sky Cloudy rainy skies turned bright and sunny.THESAURUS: 

rainywetweather | day | night | morning | afternoon | weekend | summer | s

eason | conditionsrainy:The wet weather is expected to continue. | I think it’s going  

to be another wet day. | They say it will be a wet summer. | Travel is extremely  

difficult during the wet season. | It’s been wet all week. Wet or rainy?These words  

mean the same and are used with many of the same collocations – you can say wet  

weather or rainy weather, a wet day or a rainy day.There are some small  

differences of collocation. You usually say rainy skies (not ‘wet’). Some countries  

such as Japan have a rainy season. Other countries have a wet  

season. dampday | morning | evening | weather | climateif the air feels damp,  

there is a lot of moisture in the air and it may be raining slightly:It was a damp and 
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rather miserable day. | a damp November morning | In November the weather turns  

cold and damp. | The UK has rather a damp 

climate.showeryweather | day | night | morning | afternoon | outbreaksraining  

for short periods:The weather will be showery, with some sunny intervals. | It will be a  

cool dull day with some showery outbreaks of rain (=sudden short periods of  

rain).drizzlyday | morning | afternoon | weatherif it is drizzly, little drops of rain  

are falling:The morning was grey and drizzly. | a drizzly afternoon in  

Octobergrey BrE gray AmEsky | day | morning | weatherif the sky is grey, there 

are a lot of clouds, and it looks like it will rain:The next morning,  

the sky was grey. | It’s such a grey day.  

raise /reɪz/ verb  THESAURUS > lift1 (1) 

rally /ˈræli/ noun  a large public meeting, especially a political meeting that is 

held outdoorsVERBShold/stage a rally The students had been refused permission 

to hold their rally in Victory Square.organize a rally The rally was organized by 
students at the university.attend a rally About 3,000 
people attended the rally.address a rally (=speak to the crowd at a rally) The next 

evening he addressed a large anti-government rally.break up a rally (=end it by 
making everyone leave) Police broke up the rally.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + rallya 
large/huge/massive rally Several large rallies were held in December.a mass 

rally (=a very large rally) The names of the dead were read out at a mass rally in a 
stadium.a protest rally Minor clashes between police and demonstrators occurred 
during a protest rally.a political rally Trafalgar Square is often used for political 

rallies.an election/campaign rally The senator was due to address an election 
rally that evening.a peace rally CND are organising a massive peace rally on the 
second Sunday in July.an anti-government/anti-war etc rally The peace groups 

made plans to hold an anti-war rally.a pro-democracy/pro-independence etc 
rally Thousands joined a pro-democracy rally in the city. 

random AC /ˈrændəm/ adjective  happening or chosen without any definite plan 

or patternADVERBScompletely/entirely random The atomic particles seem to move 
in completely random directions.apparently/seemingly random There had been a 
wave of apparently random attacks.purely/truly random How can we be sure that 

the selection is truly random?NOUNSa random number The computer picks a random 
number.a random selection He looked at a random selection of the files.a random 
sample A test was carried out on a random sample of the cattle.a random 

sequence They were asked to memorize a random sequence of numbers.random 
checks/tests There are random drug tests at the prison.a random attack The police 
believe this was not a random attack.random violence He was just another victim 

of random violence.PHRASESat random One of the students was chosen at random for 
the experiment.in random order The names are in random order. 

range AC /reɪndʒ/ noun  1. a number of different people or things of the same 

general typeADJECTIVESa wide/broad range The college offers a wide range of 
courses.a narrow/limited range They only had a very limited range of products 
available.a large/great/huge/vast range A vast range of plants are used in 

medicines.an extensive/comprehensive range (=a range that includes every type 
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of goods, services etc) The restaurant has an extensive range of wines. | We offer 

a comprehensive range of services for the business traveller.a good range The shop 
sells a good range of books.an impressive range The camera has an impressive 

range of features.a diverse range (=a number of very different things) During his 
career he has run a diverse range of businesses.a complete/full range There is 
a complete range of property available in the area. | Women demanded the right to 

perform the full range of police work.a whole range (=a very wide range of different 
things) They discussed a whole range of different issues.NOUNS + rangeage range The 
book is suitable for children in the 7–11 age range.ability range The programme helps 

students at the lower level of the ability range.price range (=the range of prices that 
exist, or that someone can afford) Students have difficulty finding housing within 
their price range.temperature range This aquarium plant needs a temperature 

range of 75°–78°F.VERBSextend/expand/broaden your range The store 
is expanding its furniture range.2. the distance between someone and the person or 
thing they are aiming at, looking at etcPHRASESat close/short range I wanted to take 

pictures of the bird at close range.at point-blank range (=from very close) He was 
shot at point-blank range.at long range Missiles were developed that could kill at long 
range.PREPOSITIONSwithin range (of sth) The boys threw things at us as soon as we 

came within range.out of/beyond range (of sth) They had a private 
conversation, out of range of the television cameras. 

rank /ræŋk/ noun  the position that someone has in an organization with 

different levels, such as the armyADJECTIVEShigh/low/middle rank Her father had 
been an army officer of fairly high rank.senior/junior rank He held a junior rank in 
the army.superior/inferior rank formal (=higher or lower rank) Their conduct will be 

investigated by officers of superior rank.cabinet/ministerial rank (=holding a high 
position in government) A minister of cabinet rank has now been appointed to 
supervise the scheme.VERBShold a rank From 1 December 1914 to 31 October 1915 

he held the rank of captain.rise to/achieve/reach a rank also attain a 
rank formal She rose to the rank of colonel.be promoted to a rank For this service, 
he was promoted to the rank of major.be stripped of your rank (=have it taken from 

you as a punishment) The officer was stripped of his rank for his part in the 
affair.PREPOSITIONSof high/low etc rank The information was obtained from 
intelligence officers of senior rank.above/below the rank of sth All police 

officers below the rank of sergeant got the same raise. 

ransack /ˈrænsæk/ verb  THESAURUS > steal 

rapid /ˈræpəd, ˈræpɪd/ adjective  happening or done very quickly and in a very 

short timeNOUNSrapid growth/expansion/development The industry is 

experiencing rapid growth.a rapid increase/rise The country cannot cope with a rapid 
increase in population.rapid change The 1980s were a period of rapid change.the 
rapid spread of sth Close contact between people resulted in the rapid spread of the 

disease.a rapid decline/deterioration There was a rapid decline in the health of the 
fish.rapid progress The students had made rapid progress under his guidance.a rapid 
response He praised state health authorities for their rapid response to the 

crisis.PHRASESat a rapid rate/pace The world is changing at a rapid rate.in rapid 
succession (=quickly, one after the other) He fired three times in rapid 

succession.THESAURUS: rapid→ quick (1)  
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rapport /ræˈpɔː $ -ɔːr/ noun  friendly agreement and understanding between 

peopleADJECTIVESa good/great/excellent rapport The new coach seems to have 
a good rapport with the players.a close/strong rapport Most small business operators 
have a close rapport with their employees.an easy rapport The actors’ easy 

rapport makes this a charming movie.a warm rapport By the time they sat down to 
dinner, a warm rapport had grown between the two women.a special rapport I always 
felt a special rapport with my uncle.an instant/immediate rapport When we met, 

there was an instant rapport.personal rapport The two men had no personal 
rapport.VERBShave/enjoy a rapport John and I had a 
tremendous rapport. | President George Bush had enjoyed a personal rapport with 

Gorbachev.feel a rapport I felt a rapport with the women I 
interviewed.establish/strike up a rapport It is more difficult to establish a rapport on 
the telephone.build (up)/develop a rapport We had a few meetings, 

and developed a good rapport.maintain (a) rapport You can maintain rapport by 
nodding to show agreement.PREPOSITIONSa rapport with sb They were impressed by 
her rapport with the children.a rapport between people Many critics remarked on 

the rapport between the two actors. 

rare /reə $ rer/ adjective (rarerrarest)  not seen or found very often, or not 

happening very oftenNOUNSa rare bird/plant/animal The orchid is one of the rarest 

plants in Britain.a rare species/breed The island is home to several rare species of 
bird.a rare disease/illness/disorder/condition Meningitis is quite a rare 
disease but it can be very serious.a rare form of sth His mother suffers from a rare 

form of cancer.a rare sight (=something that you do not see very often) Mountain 
lions were once a rare sight.a rare occasion/instance He never cried, except on a 
few rare occasions.a rare event/occurrence (=something that does not happen very 

often) Murder is a rare event in this part of the country.a rare 
opportunity/chance This is a rare opportunity to see his early paintings.a rare 
visit She met the singer on one of his rare visits to Europe.a rare treat (=something 

that is unusually good and enjoyable, that you do not get very often) Her latest novel is 
a rare treat.a rare delicacy (=a type of food that is hard to get and is often very 
expensive) In those days, fresh pineapple was a rare delicacy.ADVERBSextremely 

rare Shark attacks are extremely rare.comparatively/relatively rare also quite 
rare BrE (=rather rare) Crime on the island is comparatively rare.increasingly 

rare These beautiful birds are becoming increasingly rare.VERBSsth is considered (to 

be) rare The disease used to be considered rather rare.THESAURUS: 

rarescarceif something is scarce, there is not enough of it available:After the war,  

food and clothing were scarce. | Building land is extremely scarce and prices are 

high. Scarce is much less common before a noun, except in the phrase scarce  

resources: People are having to compete for scarce resources. uncommonnot  

happening often, or not existing in large numbers:It is fairly uncommon for adult  

relatives to share households today. | In Western countries, the disease is relatively  

uncommon. Uncommon is used especially in the phrase not uncommon, when  

saying that something happens often: Volcanic eruptions are not  
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uncommon. Uncommon is not usually used before a  

noun. infrequent formalvisits | trips | use | occurrence | occasions | visitornot  

happening often:As time went on, her visits became more and 

more infrequent. | Some students make infrequent use of the library’s  

services. | Cattle stealing was a relatively infrequent occurrence (=it did not happen 

very often). | The bird is an infrequent visitor to this country. If there are very few of  

a type of person or thing, you can say that they are something of a rarity: Women  

are still something of a rarity in senior management positions. You can also say that  

they are few and far between: Luckily, accidents such as these are few and far  

between. THESAURUS: rare→ unusualANTONYMS → common (1) 

 

rarely /ˈreəli $ ˈrerli/ adverb  not oftenVERBSsb rarely goes somewhere We 

rarely go to the cinema these days.sth rarely happens Accidents rarely happen.sb 
rarely complains She very rarely complains about her job.sb rarely eats sth 50% of 
Britons say they rarely eat meat.sth is rarely used This method is rarely used in 

modern laboratories.sth is rarely found These geese are rarely found on inland 
waters.ADVERBSvery rarely I very rarely have to tell him.surprisingly 

rarely Mistakes happen surprisingly rarely.THESAURUS: rarelynot (very)  

oftenused in everyday English instead of saying rarely:Tina’s not often late. | I don’t  

go there very often. | It’s not often that you get a chance like  

this.seldomrarely. Seldom is more formal than rarely and is used especially in  

written English:He seldom slept well. | They seldom went out.hardly ever/scarcely  

everalmost never:Ben’s nineteen and he’s hardly ever at home these days. | For some 

reason, her name was scarcely ever mentioned.very occasionallyused when you want  

to emphasize that something only happens a few times over a long period of time:Very 

occasionally the temperature drops to below 30.  

rash /ræʃ/ adjective  deciding to do something too quickly, without thinking 

carefully about whether it is sensible or notNOUNSa rash decision Think about it first – 
don’t go making any rash decisions!a rash action/move (=something that you decide 

to do too quickly) Getting married was a rash move which she later regretted.a rash 
statement/promise/claim The minister was forced to apologize for his earlier rash 
statement.a rash assumption (=you think something must be true, when in fact it is 

not) He’s making very rash assumptions based on little evidence.ADVERBSextremely 
rash It would be extremely rash to come to any fixed conclusions at this early stage of 
the research.too rash also a bit rash BrE informal Maybe I was a bit rash, but I really 

wanted the car. 

rate /reɪt/ noun  1. the number of times something happensADJECTIVESa 

high/low rate The city has one of the highest rates of violent crime. | The hospital’s 

death rate is the lowest in the region.a rising/falling rate The rising rate of 
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unemployment is causing concern. | A falling mortality rate led to an increasingly 

elderly population.NOUNS + ratethe crime rate Police in the area have managed to 
bring crime rates down.the birth rate In many developing countries, birth rates are 

falling.the death/mortality rate The death rate among homeless people is three 
times higher than for the rest of the population.the divorce rate The UK has one of 
the highest divorce rates in Europe.the unemployment rate The economy is doing 

well and the unemployment rate has fallen.the success/failure rate The operation 
has a high success rate.the survival rate The survival rate of people with cancer has 
increased in recent years.VERBSthe rate rises/goes up/increases The 

crime rate just keeps going up.the rate falls/goes down We are expecting 
unemployment rates to fall.the rate varies Youth unemployment rates vary widely 
between different areas.PREPOSITIONSat a rate of sth Restaurants in the area are 

closing at a rate of almost one a week.2. the speed at which something 
happensADJECTIVESa rapid/fast rate The rapid rate of industrial development has 
caused some problems.a slow rate People are frustrated at the slow rate of 

progress.an alarming rate The pollution levels have been increasing at an alarming 
rate.a tremendous/phenomenal rate (=extremely fast) He started to produce 
movies at a tremendous rate.an unprecedented rate (=faster than ever 

before) Species are disappearing from the Earth at an unprecedented rate.a 
constant/steady rate The process happens at a constant rate.NOUNS + ratethe 
growth rate Britain’s growth rate was the highest in Europe.sb’s heart/pulse 

rate (=the number of beats per minute) Exercise increases your heart rate.VERBSa 
rate increases When you are stressed, your heart rate increases.a rate slows 
(down) The rate of progress is slowing down.PREPOSITIONSat a rate of sth The 

population is growing at a rate of 12% a year.3. a charge or payment that is set by 
someoneADJECTIVESa high/low rate I wanted an account that paid a high rate of 
interest. | Wage rates in the industry are still too low.the minimum/maximum 

rate The minimum rate of pay is just under £5 an hour.the hourly/weekly 
rate Women have lower hourly rates of pay than men.a special/reduced rate (=a 
lower charge) Reduced rates are available for groups of 10 or more visitors.a 

flat/fixed rate (=one that does not change) Profits were taxed at a flat rate of 
45%.the going rate (=the usual amount that people pay for something) She paid her 
cleaner more than the going rate.NOUNS + ratethe exchange rate (=the value of the 

money of one country compared to the money of another country) The exchange 
rate between the dollar and the euro remains stable.the tax rate Ireland has lower tax 
rates than most other European countries.the interest rate (=the amount of interest 

charged on a loan or paid on savings) Interest rates have remained high.the wage 
rate What is the hourly wage rate?the mortgage rate (=the rate charged by a bank 
on a loan to buy a house) Lower mortgage rates make buying a house more 

attractive.the base rate BrE (=the rate of interest set by the Bank of England, on 
which all British banks base their charges) The interest charged on your overdraft 
changes in line with bank base rates.VERBSraise/put up a rate If the 

banks raise interest rates, this will reduce the demand for credit.cut/reduce/lower a 
rate The building society is to cut its mortgage rate by 0.7%.PREPOSITIONSthe rate of 

interest/pay/tax etc The government may have to raise the basic rate of tax.at a 
rate of sth Some customers are paying interest at a rate of over 15%.the rate for 
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sth They should be paid the normal rate for the job.THESAURUS: 

rate→ cost1 (1)  

rather /ˈrɑːðə $ ˈræðər/ predeterminer adverb  more than a little, but less than 

very: It's rather hot today. I was rather surprised to see him with his ex-wife. Abigail’s 
always been rather a difficult child.PHRASESrather more/less The task proved to 

be rather more difficult than I had expected.rather too big/too small/too much 
etc It was a nice house, but rather too small for a family of four.I rather like 

sth Actually I rather like the new style of architecture.THESAURUS: 

ratherquite especially BrEQuite means the same as rather:It’s quite a difficult  

question. | It’s getting quite late. | Malaria is quite common in this  

area. Rather and quiteBritish people often use these words before adjectives in  

conversation. In many cases they do not intend to change the meaning – it is just  

something that people say. fairlyrather. Fairly is used in both British and American  

English:The test was fairly easy. | It’s a fairly long way to the next  

town.pretty spokenrather. Pretty is more informal than the other words and is used in  

spoken English:Her French is pretty good. | We’re in a pretty strong  

position.reasonablyto a satisfactory level or degree:He plays reasonably well. | Let’s  

just say that I am reasonably confident we’ll win.moderately formalmore than a little,  

but not very:Her family was moderately wealthy. | The food was moderately good, but  

not as good as the food in the other restaurants. | Use a moderately high heat. | a 

moderately difficult climbsomewhat formalfairly or to a small degree. Somewhat is  

used especially when talking about the size or degree of something. It is often used in  

comparatives:The celebrations were somewhat larger than last year’s. | He looked 

somewhat irritated. | a somewhat surprising decision  

ratify /ˈrætɪfaɪ/ verb  THESAURUS > approve (2) 

rating /ˈreɪtɪŋ/ noun  a level on a scale that shows how good, important, popular 

etc someone or something isADJECTIVES/NOUNS + ratinga high/good rating His 
previous highest approval rating was 58%.the highest/top/maximum rating I’m not 
sure the company deserves the top rating.a low rating The rating he gave the 

restaurant was embarrassingly low.the overall rating The overall rating put it in the 
top 10% of UK universities.sb’s approval/popularity rating (=how popular someone 
is) Her popularity rating remains high.a performance rating They received different 

pay increases even though their performance ratings were the same.a credit 
rating (=how likely someone is to pay their debts) She couldn’t get a loan because she 
had a bad credit rating.a one-star/five-star etc rating I think this film deserves 

a five-star rating.a star rating (=a number of star symbols that shows a level of 
quality) Each restaurant is given a star rating.VERBSgive sb/sth a rating I’d 
only give this game a rating of two out of five.receive/get a rating The Department 

of Computer Science received a top rating last year.achieve/score a rating The 
houses have achieved the highest possible rating from the National Energy 
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Foundation.a rating rises/climbs The president’s 

approval ratings have risen considerably.a rating falls His rating fell to only 28%. 

ratio /ˈreɪʃiəʊ $ ˈreɪʃoʊ/ noun  the relationship between two amounts or 

numbersADJECTIVESa high ratio The college has a high ratio of teachers to students.a 

low ratio A low teacher-to-student ratio is better for the students. | Somalia has a low 
ratio of exports to imports when compared with many other East African countries.an 
inverse ratio (=one thing increases while another decreases) They found an inverse 

ratio between the number of different animals and their size.the optimum ratio (=the 
best one) According to her diet plan, the optimum ratio is one part of protein to seven 
parts of carbohydrate.NOUNS + ratiothe male-to-female ratio also the sex 

ratio (=between males and females) The male-to-female ratio is 100:115.the staff-
to-student ratio/the staffing ratio The staff-to-student ratio at the college is 
approximately 1:10.the cost benefit ratio (=a comparison of the value of something 

against its cost) They calculated the cost benefit ratio to see if the project would make 
economic sense.the survival ratio (=the number that survive) For some cancers, 
the survival ratio has gone up considerably.VERBS + ratiocalculate the ratio How do 

you calculate the ratio between two numbers?increase/decrease the 
ratio Telecommunication systems try to increase the ratio of signal level to noise level 

in order to effectively transmit data. | The purpose of this reorganization is 
to decrease the ratio of students to teaching staff in the college.ratio + VERBSthe ratio 
increases The ratio of females to males studying engineering is slowly increasing.the 

ratio decreases/falls/drops The ratio of managers to workers has decreased in 
recent years.PREPOSITIONSthe ratio between sth To calculate the ratio between two 
numbers we need to divide them by each other.the ratio of sth to sth The ratio 

of nursing staff to doctors is 2:1. 

rational AC /ˈræʃənəl/ adjective  using or based on reasons rather than 

emotionsNOUNSa rational explanation There must be some simple rational 
explanation.a rational decision/choice The patient was incapable of making 

a rational decision.a rational approach Her approach to the problem was rational and 
objective.a rational analysis Emotions are running so high that any rational 
analysis of the situation is difficult.rational thought/thinking Babies were thought to 

be incapable of rational thought.rational argument/debate It can be difficult to have 
a rational argument on the subject of religion.a rational 

conversation/discussion It’s impossible to have a rational conversation with him.a 
rational response The decision was not alarmist, but was a rational response to a real 
risk.a rational person/man/woman Any rational person would agree with 

you.ADVERBSperfectly/entirely rational “I’m being perfectly rational,” she 
insisted.ANTONYMS → irrational 

raw /rɔː $ rɒː/ adjective  not cookedNOUNSraw food Wash chopping boards and 

knives after preparing raw food.raw meat/beef/chicken etc You shouldn’t eat raw 
chicken.raw fish Japanese people often eat raw fish.raw vegetables/carrot/celery 
etc He nibbled a piece of raw carrot.(a) raw egg Someone threw a raw egg at 

him.ADVERBScompletely raw The chicken was completely raw in the 

middle.PHRASESeat sth raw Cabbage can be eaten raw.THESAURUS: 

rawuncookednot cooked yet:Add 1 cup of uncooked rice. | How long can you store  
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uncooked pastry?underdone/undercookednot cooked for long enough:Undercooked 

meat can be a source of infection. | The vegetables were undercooked and too hard.  

reach /riːtʃ/ verb  1. to get to a particular level, point, or stageNOUNSreach a 

point/stage/level I’ve reached the point in my life where I need a new 

challenge. | He eventually reached the level of Senior Instructor.reach a 
height/length/speed The car reached a speed of 130 miles per hour. | These trees 
can reach incredible heights.reach an age The payments will be made until the 

child reaches college age.reach the end Some of these power stations are reaching 
the end of their useful life.reach the final/quarter-final etc (=in a 
competition) Chelsea could reach the final of the European Cup.reach your peak (=be 

the best or most successful that you will ever be) Most players don’t reach their 
peak until their late twenties.reach adulthood The country’s death rates are high and 
many children never reach adulthood.reach maturity (=become fully grown or 

developed) It takes ten years for the fish to reach maturity.reach puberty (=get to 
the time when a child’s body changes and they become an adult) Children today 
are reaching puberty earlier than children 50 years ago.reach a milestone (=reach an 

important event in the development of something) The project 
has reached another milestone this week with the completion of the building 

works.THESAURUS: reach→ achieve2. to agree on something or decide 

something after a lot of discussion or thoughtNOUNSreach a decision It took several 
hours for the committee to reach a decision.reach a conclusion Cathy 

had reached the conclusion that she didn’t like the job very much.reach a verdict The 
jury failed to reach a verdict.reach a solution Efforts to reach a solution to the political 
crisis have not succeeded.reach an 

agreement/compromise/settlement/deal (=decide on an arrangement that is 
acceptable to both groups) Progress was made toward reaching an agreement.reach 
agreement/consensus (=agree about something) The experts seem unable to reach 

consensus on this point.reach an understanding Talks are the best way 

to reach an understanding.3. to arrive somewhereTHESAURUS: reach→ arrive 

react AC /riˈækt/ verb  to behave in a particular way or show a particular emotion 

because of something that has happened or been saidADVERBSreact 
angrily/furiously She reacted angrily to the suggestion that she had 

lied. | Campaigners have reacted furiously to the announcement.react 
violently He reacted violently and started punching the man.react badly (=become 
annoyed or upset) Do you react badly to criticism?react strongly (=show strong 

emotion, especially anger) Scott reacted strongly when he felt his treatment was 
unfair.react quickly/swiftly The goalkeeper had to react quickly.react 
positively/negatively (=with positive or negative emotions or opinions) We want 

versatile people who react positively to change.react cautiously (=carefully, so that 
you avoid danger or risk) The United States has reacted cautiously to the offer.react 
instinctively (=without thinking or needing to think) She reacted instinctively and 

reached for a weapon.react accordingly (=in a way that is suitable or based on what 
someone has said or done) They realized they were in danger and reacted 
accordingly.react differently People react differently to stress.PREPOSITIONSreact to 

sth How did Wilson react to your idea?react by doing sth The government reacted 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1765] 

by imposing a ban on imports.react with anger/shock/joy etc She reacted 

with anger to the accusation. 

reaction AC /riˈækʃən/ noun  1. something that you feel or do because of 

something that has happened or been saidADJECTIVES/NOUNS + reactionsb’s 

first/initial/immediate reaction His first reaction was to laugh.a natural 
reaction Anger is a natural reaction when you feel you have been treated unfairly.an 
emotional reaction (=showing strong emotion, especially by crying) I was surprised 

by her emotional reaction to the news.a positive/favourable reaction (=showing 
that someone agrees or likes something) There has been a positive reaction to the 
campaign.a negative reaction (=showing that someone disagrees or dislikes 

something) I wasn’t expecting such a negative reaction to my suggestion.mixed 
reactions (=some positive and some negative reactions) The book met with mixed 
reactions.a violent/angry/hostile reaction There was an angry reaction from the 

crowd and some people started throwing stones at the police. | The artists were 
surprised by the violent reactions to their work.a strong reaction There was a strong 
reaction from the union against the changes.the public reaction (=what the public 

think about something that happens) The public reaction to the film was mainly 
positive.a delayed reaction (=one that comes some time after an event) You’re 

suffering a delayed reaction to the accident.sb’s gut reaction informal (=what they 
feel or decide immediately, before thinking) My gut reaction is that it sounds like a good 
idea.sb’s instinctive reaction (=what they do immediately, before 

thinking) Often your instinctive reaction is to blame someone else.a knee-jerk 
reaction (=an immediate one that happens without sensible thinking) There’s often 
a knee-jerk reaction when changes are announced.VERBSprovoke/produce/bring a 

reaction (=make someone have a reaction) The decision provoked an 
angry reaction from the local tourist industry.get a reaction We didn’t know what kind 
of reaction we would get.meet with/draw a reaction formal (=get a reaction) The 

article drew a furious reaction from ministers.gauge sb’s reaction (=judge or find out 
someone’s reaction) He watched Jane’s face, trying to gauge her 
reaction.PREPOSITIONSsb’s reaction to sth His reaction to the news had been 

predictable.the reaction from/of sb I can understand the reaction of the fans, and 
why they were so upset.in reaction to sth An emergency fund was set up in reaction 
to the famine.PHRASESjudging by sb’s reactions Judging by the audience’s reactions, 

the show will be a great success.THESAURUS: reactionresponsewhat you say or  

do when someone says or does something to you:The government’s immediate  

response was to reject the proposal. | The decision was made in response to requests  

from local residents. | We are still waiting to see if there is any response.receptiona 

particular type of reaction to someone’s ideas, work etc – used especially in the 

following phrases:The plan received a warm reception from conference 

delegates (=they liked it). | The film received a mixed reception and commercially it  

was not successful (=many people did not like it). | The Association of Chief Police  

Officers gave the idea a cool reception (=they did not like it very much). | Alford’s  

views met with a hostile reception (=people were very disapproving).feedbackadvice,  

criticism, praise etc that you give to someone, telling them how well they are 

working:Our English teacher gave us some feedback on our essays. | The feedback we 
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have had from our customers has all been positive (=they say they like  

something). | No one likes getting negative feedback (=someone says that they do not  

like something).backlashan angry or violent reaction by a group of people to the 

actions or decisions of others:There has been a growing backlash against the 

government from angry voters. | fears of a right-wing backlash2. if you have a 

reaction to a particular food, drug etc, it makes you illVERBShave/suffer a 

reaction He suffered a reaction after eating peanuts.cause/bring on/trigger a 
reaction Wheat is one of the foods that are most likely to cause a reaction.develop a 
reaction (=start to have it) I had to stop wearing contact lenses after I developed an 

allergic reaction to them.ADJECTIVESan allergic reaction If you develop an allergic 
reaction to your sunscreen, stop using it.a bad reaction She had a bad reaction to the 
medicine.an adverse reaction formal (=a bad reaction) The patient died after having 

an adverse reaction to the drug.a severe reaction A severe allergic reaction to the 
drug has killed five Americans.a slight/mild reaction A spider’s venom usually causes 
only a slight reaction.PREPOSITIONSa reaction to sth The rash may be a reaction 

to something you have eaten.3. a chemical change that happensADJECTIVESa 
chemical reaction The chemical reaction between ozone and chlorine lowers the 
temperature.VERBScause/trigger a reaction Hydrochloric acid was put into the wrong 

tank, causing a toxic reaction.undergo a reaction When heated, egg 
whites undergo a reaction that makes them solidify.PREPOSITIONSa reaction between 
sth and sth The reaction between methane and chlorine occurs rapidly in sunlight. 

read /riːd/ verb  to look at written words, in order to find information or for 

enjoymentNOUNSread a book/story/newspaper/magazine He likes reading 
books about the sea.read a report/article/review I had read reports of food 

shortages in the countryside.read a statement A company spokesman read a 
prepared statement to reporters.read words The patient was asked 

to read the words on the screen. You can also read a map (=understand it and find  

your position on it): It’s difficult to read a map and drive at the same time. You can  

also read music (=understand the marks that represent different musical  

sounds): She never learned to read music very well. ADVERBSread sth 

carefully Always read the manufacturer’s instructions carefully.read sth aloud/out 

loud (=say the words of something as you read it, so that people can hear them) The 
teacher read the story aloud to the class.read sth out (=say the words of something, 
especially a series or list of things) The judge read out the charges against him.be 

widely read (=read by many people) His novels are widely read in the 
US.PREPOSITIONSread about sb/sth Everything you read about her is true.read of 
sth (=read that something has happened or exists) We were saddened when we read 

of his death.read (sth) in a newspaper/book I read in the newspaper that the 
couple were getting divorced.Don’t say I read (sth) on the newspaper.read (sth) to 
sb The teacher began the lesson by reading a poem to the students.read from sth The 

mayor was reading from notes when he made his statement.read through 
sth She read through her essay, looking for spelling mistakes.PHRASESread and 
write Too many children leave school unable to read and write.read sth from cover 

to cover (=read all of something, because you are very interested) She read the 
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book from cover to cover.read sth with interest I always read his articles with great 

interest.read (sth) for pleasure Students should be encouraged to read for pleasure, 

not just for exams.THESAURUS: readTO READ SOMETHING QUICKLYlook 

throughto turn the pages of a book, magazine etc, without reading everything that is  

on each page:She was sitting on the sofa looking through a furniture  

catalogue.flick/flip/leaf throughto turn the pages of a book, magazine etc quickly,  

looking for things that might interest you:To pass the time while I was waiting, I began 

flicking through a magazine. | He leafed through a copy of the local paper. Flick, flip,  

and leaf through mean the same. Leaf through is more formal. skim/scanto read 

something quickly to get the main ideas or find a particular piece of information:The 

teacher asked us to skim through the article and say which words we didn’t  

understand. | Anna scanned the menu for something she could afford.devour 

sth /dɪˈvaʊə $ -ˈvaʊr/to read something quickly and eagerly:The author’s fans devour  

her books as soon as they are published.TO READ PARTS OF SOMETHINGdip intoto read 

short parts of something, usually for pleasure:A cookery book is something you tend to  

dip into, rather than read from cover to cover.TO READ SOMETHING FOR A LONG 

TIMEpore overto read something very carefully for a long time:He spent the afternoon  

poring over guidebooks and planning his next holiday.plough/wade throughto read 

something long and boring:She’s in her office ploughing through financial reports. | I’m  

currently wading through a rather long novel which someone recommended to me.  

reader /ˈriːdə $ -ər/ noun  someone who reads books, or who reads in a 

particular wayADJECTIVESa slow/fast reader Her son was quite a slow reader.a great 

reader (=someone who reads a lot) My father was a great reader.an avid/voracious 
reader (=someone who reads a lot – more formal) She was an avid reader of historical 
novels.a good reader The good readers in the class were given more challenging 

books.a poor reader (=someone who is not good at reading) All these students had 
been judged to be poor readers. 

reading /ˈriːdɪŋ/ noun  the activity of reading, or things that you 

readPHRASESdo some reading/a lot of reading etc I’ve done some reading on the 
subject. | Did you do any reading while you were on vacation?do some background 
reading (=read about something in order to get basic information about it) It is 

important to do some background reading before buying a pet.sth makes 
interesting/uncomfortable etc reading (=it is interesting, uncomfortable etc to 
read) The report makes interesting reading.sth is essential reading (=you must read 

it) This book is essential reading for every voter.sth is recommended reading (=you 
should read it) The book is recommended reading for all gardeners.sb has a reading 
age of 8/11/15 etc (=he or she has the same reading ability as an average child of 8, 

11 etc) Thirty seven per cent of the prison population have a reading age of under 
11.reading + NOUNSreading ability The test is designed to measure children’s reading 
ability.reading skills She has poor reading skills.reading glasses He put on 

his reading glasses and looked at the letter.reading material/matter (=things to 
read) You will find magazines and other reading matter in the waiting room.a reading 
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list (=a list of things that you need to read, especially for a course) Their teacher has 

given them a reading list.ADJECTIVESlight reading (=something that is easy and 
enjoyable to read) I took some light reading on holiday with me.extensive 

reading (=reading a lot of books, so that you have a lot of knowledge) Because of 
his extensive reading, he knew a lot about the topic.sb’s favourite reading BrE sb’s 
favorite reading AmE The novels of Charles Dickens were his favourite 

reading.further reading (=other related things you can read) The book contains 
plenty of suggestions for further reading.NOUNS + readingbedtime reading This story 
is too scary to make good bedtime reading.holiday reading My holiday reading tends 

to be biographies. 

ready /ˈredi/ adjective  1. if you are ready, you are prepared for what you are 

going to doADVERBScompletely/all ready Let me know when you’re completely 
ready.almost/nearly ready We’re almost ready – we’ll be with you in a second.ready 

yet Can you wait a minute? I’m not ready yet.VERBSget ready Why does it take you so 
long to get ready to go out?make ready formal (=get ready) The crew started making 
ready for the journey home.get sb/sth ready I need to get the children ready for 

school.PREPOSITIONSready for sb/sth Are you ready for your trip?PHRASESready to 
leave/go/start etc Everything’s packed, and we’re ready to leave.ready and 

waiting When the doorbell rang he was ready and waiting.ready for anything I felt 

strong, fit, and ready for anything.THESAURUS: readypreparedready to deal  

with a situation, because you are expecting it or have made careful preparations:The 

police were prepared for trouble. | The team looked well-prepared for the game.be all  

setto be ready to start doing something that you have planned to do, and be just  

about to do it:We were all set for a barbecue when it started to rain.be good to 

go AmE informalbe ready to start doing something after completing all the necessary  

preparations:We just need to get you a pair of skis and you’re good to go.riperipe fruit  

are soft, sweet, and ready to eat:Don’t pick the apples until they’re really ripe. | a 

delicious ripe plumbe in placeif the arrangements or the equipment for doing  

something are in place, they are ready to start being used:All the arrangements are in  

place for a new constitution and democratic elections. | The television cameras were in  

place for the wedding.be standing byif people are standing by, they are ready to take 

action and help if they are needed – used especially about medical teams, police, the 

army etc:Officers in full riot gear were standing by outside the police station. | Several  

ambulances were standing by.2. willing to do somethingADVERBSalways ready His 

father was always ready to give advice.more than ready/only too ready (=very 

willing) The local people were more than ready to help us.PHRASESready and 
willing His boss said he was ready and willing to consider any suggestions. 

real /rɪəl/ adjective  1. not false or artificial, or not imagined or 

pretendedNOUNSreal wood/leather/gold/diamonds The statue is made of real 

gold.sb’s real name The singer Bono’s real name is Paul Hewson.a real 
person/place/event I used to think that Santa Claus was a real person.real life The 
pictures make him look older than he does in real life.the real world Politicians are 

totally unaware of what is happening in the real world.the real story We now know the 
real story about what happened in Stalin’s Russia.the real situation No one actually 
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knows what the real situation is.the real reason/purpose/cause They found out the 

real reason for her decision later.the real thing The watch looks like the real thing.the 
real America/Japan etc I wanted to see the real China, not just the usual tourist 

spots.a real sense of sth There is a real sense of community here, and our neighbours 
will do anything to help us.VERBSlook/seem real In wrestling, the fights are made 
to look real, but no one gets hurt.PHRASESsth is for real (=something is really 

happening or really true) This isn’t a computer game. This is for real.sb/sth is the 
real deal/the real McCoy informal (=they really are that person or thing – used 
especially about a very impressive or valuable person or thing) This guy is the real deal, 

I thought to myself.THESAURUS: 

realgenuineconcern | interest | desire | love | surprise | belief | attempt | mis

take | document | letter | painting | refugeeused when someone’s feelings are 

sincere, or something or someone really is what they seem to be:She seemed to have 

a genuine concern for our safety. | There is a genuine desire to reach an 

agreement. | He had a genuine love of his country and its history. | To sell successfully  

you must have genuine belief in what you are selling. | There was a genuine attempt to  

improve living conditions for the working classes. | She had made a genuine 

mistake and sincerely apologized. | Experts believe that the painting is genuine. | The 

men claim that they are genuine refugees and that they will be killed if they go back to  

their own 

country.authenticfood | cooking | dish | music | instrument | atmosphere | exp

erience | designauthentic food, music, designs etc are correct for the place or the 

period in history that they are supposed to be from:We 

offer authentic Chinese food served in a buffet style. | You can 

taste authentic Greek cooking. | The restaurant serves authentic Mexican dishes. | The 

band plays authentic Jamaican music. | The music is played 

on authentic medieval instruments. | There is an authentic French atmosphere and 

superb French regional cooking. | If you want an authentic experience, you can stay in  

a local village. | The dancers wore authentic American  

Indian designs.truefeelings | identity | nature | extent | value | cost | happiness

 | love | friendreal – used when someone or something is different from how they 

seem, or when saying that someone or something is how they should be:Helen tried to  

hide her true feelings from her family. | He was worried that someone would discover  

his true identity. | People did not realise the true nature of the crisis. | Oil is still priced  

below its true value. | The true cost of the repairs is closer to $600 million. | Money 

doesn’t give you true happiness. | She says she has finally found true love. | A true 

friend will always help you when you are in trouble.bona fide/bonafide /ˌbəʊnə  

ˈfaɪdi $ ˈbəʊnə 

faɪd/member | guest | employee | candidate | purchaser | reason | claim | exp

enses | qualificationbona fide people or things are really what they say they are,  
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especially when this can be checked by looking at official documents:The club is only  

open to bona fide members. | Staff need to check that people arriving are bonafide 

guests. | A bona fide employee is an individual who performs work for, and is subject  

to the control of, the employer. | The bona fide purchaser of goods is not guilty of theft  

when he later discovers that they were stolen. | The company says the decision was 

made for bonafide commercial reasons. | Some entertainment expenses are bona 

fide business expenses under the tax laws. | He claimed to be a doctor, but he didn’t  

have any bona fide medical qualifications.hardevidence | factshard evidence or facts  

can definitely be shown to be true:There is no hard evidence to support his  

theory. | He said he had no hard facts to support the 

rumours.ANTONYMS → falseANTONYMS → artificial2. used when saying that 

something is serious or importantNOUNSa real problem/issue/challenge Traffic 

noise is becoming a real problem.a real danger/emergency There is a real 
danger that the forest will disappear altogether.a real worry The only real worry is 
that terrorists could try to cause an explosion.the real question The real question is 

whether governments are actually going to do something about global 
warming.PHRASESsth is all too real (=used when emphasizing that something really 
exists and is really serious) The threat of war is now all too real. 

realistic /rɪəˈlɪstɪk/ adjective  1. based on a situation as it really isNOUNSa 

realistic chance/prospect We felt we had a realistic chance of beating England.a 
realistic alternative/option We do not believe there is any realistic alternative.a 

realistic solution Compromise is the only realistic solution.a realistic 
goal/target Make sure that you set yourself a realistic target.a realistic hope This 
discovery offers a realistic hope of finding a cure for the disease.a realistic 

figure/price A more realistic figure for energy saving would be 20%.a realistic 
assessment/appraisal (=judgment) We need time to make a calm and realistic 
appraisal of our needs.a realistic expectation There are no realistic expectations of 

improvement.a realistic view Their view of what can be achieved is not 
very realistic.2. looking or sounding like something in real lifeVERBSlook/sound 
realistic To make the injuries look more realistic, she used fake blood.NOUNSa 

realistic picture/model By the age of 10, he was building highly realistic models of 
trains.a realistic portrayal The movie is a realistic portrayal of life with an 
alcoholic.ADVERBShighly realistic Computer-generated images are now highly 

realistic.perfectly realistic She produced a perfectly realistic representation of the 
building. 

reality /riˈæləti, riˈælɪti/ noun  what actually happens or is true, not what is 

imagined or thoughtADJECTIVESthe harsh/grim/stark/hard reality (=a situation 
that is very bad or unpleasant) Millions of people have to live with the harsh realities of 
unemployment.the sad reality The sad reality is that many children grow up never 

seeing their fathers.the political/social/economic realities People forget 
the economic realities and think the government can spend as much as it wants.the 
reality is different Everyone thought the couple were happily married, but the reality 

was very different.VERBSface (up to)/accept reality It’s painful, but you have to face 
reality.wake up to reality (=realize what is happening or real) People are beginning 
to wake up to reality about climate change.confront a reality (=consider or deal with 
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it) People are having to confront some unpleasant realities about the past.ignore the 

reality Voters are ignoring the reality of American politics.escape from reality His 
films helped people to escape from reality.become a reality The paperless office may 

one day become a reality.reflect reality (=match or show what is really happening or 
true) Do these novels accurately reflect the reality of the time?be divorced from 
reality (=not connected in any way to what is really happening) His 

ideas are completely divorced from reality.PREPOSITIONSthe reality of sth The reality 
of the situation is that no one really wants to work – we just want the 
money.PHRASESbear no relation to reality (=not match what is really happening or 

true) His idea of recent history bears no relation to reality.lose touch with 
reality also lose your grasp/grip on reality (=stop realizing what the real situation 
is like) Working in show business, you can sometimes lose touch with reality. | As he 

got older, he began to lose his grasp on reality.bring sb back to reality (=make them 
realize what is happening around them or true) She was brought back to reality by the 
pain in her chest.(get) back to reality After three weeks’ holiday, it was time to get 

back to reality.be confronted with the reality of sth (=experience what a bad 
situation is really like) Nurses are directly confronted with the reality of suffering every 
day.sb’s perception of reality (=what they think happens or is true) The impact of 

the media on our perception of reality is hard to assess.an escape from reality People 
use alcohol as an escape from reality.a dose of reality (=an experience of what things 
are really like) I got my first dose of reality when I reported to work at my new 

job.fantasy and reality Some people find it difficult to distinguish between fantasy 
and reality. 

realize also realise BrE /ˈrɪəlaɪz/ verb [T]  1. to begin to understand, notice, or 

know something that you did not understand etc beforeADVERBSsuddenly realize I 
suddenly realized I was late for work.soon/quickly realize You will quickly realize that 
skiing is not as easy as it looks.immediately/instantly realize She immediately 

realized the old lady was blind.gradually/slowly realize People are gradually realizing 
that disabled people are just like everyone else.finally/eventually realize He had 
finally realized that there was no chance of returning home.first realize When did you 

first realize there was something wrong?fully realize They don’t fully realize how 
serious the situation is.NOUNSrealize the importance/significance of sth We 
didn’t realize the importance of these events at the time.realize the 

extent/seriousness of sth At first the doctors hadn’t realized the extent of his 
injuries.realize your mistake/error I only realized my mistake afterwards.realize 
the truth Her parents didn’t realize the truth about what had happened to her.realize 

the danger of sth People are beginning to realize the dangers of eating a high-fat 
diet.realize the benefits of sth It took me a while to realize the benefits of riding my 
bicycle to work.PHRASESI wish I had realized earlier I wish I had realized earlier 

how unhappy she was.THESAURUS: realizebecome awareto gradually realize  

that something is happening or is true, over a period of time:He slowly became aware 

that he was not alone. | People are becoming more aware of the harmful effects of cars  

on the environment.dawn on sbif something dawns on you, you realize it for the first  

time – often used in the phrase it dawned on sb:It dawned on me that he could be 

lying. | It only dawned on her that she was in danger when she saw rescue workers  

running away from the building. | He thought about the dream for a long time before 
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its meaning began to dawn on him.sink inif something sinks in, you begin to realize its  

full meaning or importance, especially gradually:It took a few minutes for the doctor’s  

words to sink in. | The reality of what I had done slowly began to sink in.hitif a fact  

hits you, you suddenly understand it and how important it is:It hit me one day that he 

didn’t care. I always phoned him, but he never called me. | A thought hit him - maybe 

he could ask his parents for the money.strikeif an idea or thought strikes you, you 

suddenly think of it:It suddenly struck her what a risk she was taking. | A thought has  

just struck me – there must be other people with the same problem.2. to achieve what 

you wantedTHESAURUS: realize→ achieve 

reason /ˈriːzən/ noun  why something happens, or why someone does 

somethingADJECTIVESa good reason There is usually a good reason why the price is 
so low.the main reason The main reason for his success was the support of his 

family.a major reason also a big reason informal A major reason for the decrease in 
smoking is the ban on cigarette advertising.the only/sole reason The only 
reason he’s coming tonight is that I said you’d be here.the real reason What do you 

think was the real reason for their decision?a strong/compelling reason There 
are compelling reasons to believe that this is true.an important reason A 
more important reason for losing weight is to improve health.an underlying 

reason (=basic or important but not obvious) There are often underlying reasons for a 
child’s bad behaviour.a valid/legitimate reason (=good and acceptable) An employer 
can’t fire someone without a valid reason.a simple reason Sales are down by 10% and 

the reason is simple.a logical reason People don’t always have logical reasons for the 
things they do.VERBShave a reason We had many reasons to celebrate.give/offer a 
reason No reason was given for the change.cite (sth as) a reason formal (=say that 

something is the reason) Kaye cited personal reasons for resigning.think of a 
reason/see a reason I can’t think of any reason why she would lie. | I see no reason 
why it shouldn’t work.explain the reasons for sth Explain the reasons for your 

choice.know/understand the reason The children were too young to understand the 
reason why their mother left.PREPOSITIONSa reason for (doing) sth What was the 

reason for the delay?the reason behind sth He explained the reasons behind the 
decision.by reason of sth formal (=because of) He was disqualified by reason 
of age.PHRASESfor this/that reason For that reason, I didn’t want to go back there 

ever again.for some (unknown) reason (=for a reason that you do not know) For 
some reason she felt like crying. | For some unknown reason, the curtains were always 
drawn.for legal/political/medical reasons The boy cannot be named for legal 

reasons.for health/family reasons I don’t eat meat for health reasons.for 
safety/security reasons The road will be closed for safety reasons.for personal 
reasons He resigned for personal reasons.for sentimental reasons (=because you 

like something or someone very much) The ring was important to me for sentimental 
reasons.for the right/wrong reasons She got married for all the wrong reasons.for 
obvious reasons This arrangement must be kept secret, for obvious reasons.for no 

apparent reason (=for no reason that you can see) The man attacked him for no 
apparent reason.for reasons best known to sb (=used when you do not understand 
someone’s behaviour) For reasons best known to herself, she decided to sell the 

house.have your reasons (=have a secret reason for doing something) “Why did he 
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leave?” “He must have had his reasons.”THESAURUS: reasonexplanationa set  

of reasons that helps you to understand why something happens, especially when it  

seems difficult to understand:There are various possible explanations for climate 

change. | Can you think of any explanation for his behaviour?motivea reason that  

makes someone decide to do something – often used about crimes:Police say that  

there is no obvious motive for the attack.justificationa good reason for doing  

something that seems wrong:There’s no justification for this type of behaviour. | There  

is never any justification for torture or abuse. | The terrorists try to use the situation as  

a justification for killing innocent civilians.groundsa reason that makes it right or fair  

to do something, especially according to legal, official, or moral rules:The court will  

decide if she has grounds for divorce. | They claim the war is justified on moral  

grounds (=because of moral reasons).basisthe main ideas or reasons on which  

something is based:The doctor makes his decisions purely on the basis of clinical  

observation. | What do you think is the basis for this advice?rationale /ˌræʃəˈnɑːl $ -

ˈnæl/ formala set of reasons that are used to explain why someone does something in  

a particular way:He explained the rationale behind the government’s economic  

reforms. | This chapter explains the nature of yearly plans, and provides a rationale  

for their use.A REASON THAT DOES NOT SEEM BELIEVABLEexcusea reason that you give 

to explain why you have done something bad, or not done something that you should  

have done – especially one that is not completely true:She said she couldn’t come 

because she had to work late, but it was just an excuse. | Can't you make 

up an excuse (=invent an excuse)? | "Sorry I'm late - I had to wash my hair." "That's a  

pretty feeble excuse." (=one that is hard to believe) | He came up with some excuse 

about having to go to the dentist (=he mentioned something as an  

excuse).pretext especially writtenan untrue reason that you give for doing or not  

doing something, in order to hide the real reason:He would often find some pretext to  

go out in the evening alone. | The government used the story as a pretext for taking  

military action.  

reasonable /ˈriːzənəbəl/ adjective  1. fair and 

sensibleADVERBSperfectly/entirely reasonable also eminently 
reasonable formal (=completely reasonable) The proposal sounds perfectly 
reasonable.reasonable enough (=fairly reasonable) It was a reasonable 

enough question.NOUNSa reasonable explanation/excuse He gave what seemed 
a reasonable excuse for his lateness.a reasonable question/request I asked who 

was paying for it, which I thought was a reasonable question. | She had refused to 
obey a reasonable request from her teacher.a reasonable assumption They made a 
quite reasonable assumption about what had happened.a reasonable argument There 

is a reasonable argument that students who are interested will achieve more.a 
reasonable offer He will accept any reasonable offer for the car.a reasonable 
conclusion The only reasonable conclusion is that his death was an 

accident.reasonable grounds (=good reasons) She must show that she 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1774] 

had reasonable grounds for her decision.reasonable precautions/care All reasonable 

precautions are taken to ensure that information given is accurate.a reasonable 
person No reasonable person would object to this decision.reasonable steps (=fair 

and sensible actions to achieve something) You must take all reasonable steps to keep 
your bank cards safe.VERBSseem reasonable It seems reasonable to assume that the 
situation has changed since then.sound reasonable The 

request sounds perfectly reasonable to me.PHRASESfair and reasonable We need to 

set targets that are fair and reasonable.THESAURUS: reasonable→ fair2. not 

too expensiveTHESAURUS: reasonable→ cheap3. fairly good or bigNOUNSa 

reasonable amount/number They wanted to buy a farm with a reasonable 
amount of land.a reasonable chance/prospect The team has a reasonable chance of 

winning.a reasonable level/standard/degree Any goods that you buy should be of 
a reasonable standard.a reasonable size/distance The rooms are of a reasonable 
size and there is enough space for all our furniture.a reasonable job The builders did 

a reasonable job, but not a brilliant one. 

rebellion /rɪˈbeljən/ noun  1. an organized attempt to change the government 

or leader of a country, using violenceADJECTIVESarmed rebellion There was the threat 

of armed rebellion.open rebellion (=clear and not hidden) Algiers was in open 
rebellion.a military rebellion Marlborough considered leading a military 
rebellion against the new king.VERBSa rebellion breaks out (=starts) While he was 

away, a rebellion broke out in Aquitaine.lead a rebellion He led a 
peasant rebellion against Catherine the Great.suppress/crush/put down a 
rebellion (=end it by force) Troops moved in to suppress the rebellion.stage/launch 

a rebellion (=organize it) Farmers staged a rebellion that forced the government to 
back down.PREPOSITIONSa rebellion against sb/sth In 1641, there was a 
Catholic rebellion against the Protestants of Ulster.in rebellion By that time, the 

peasants were again in rebellion.2. refusal to obey someone in authority or the 
accepted ways of doing thingsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + rebellionteenage/adolescent 
rebellion His behaviour is just normal teenage rebellion.open rebellion (=clear and 

not hidden) She lit up a cigarette in open rebellion against the smoking 
ban.PREPOSITIONSrebellion against sb/sth This behaviour was part of Vincent’s 
growing rebellion against his parents.PHRASESan act of rebellion In an act of 

rebellion, the minister voted against his own party.a form of rebellion His refusal to 
cut his hair was a form of rebellion. 

rebellious /rɪˈbeljəs/ adjective  THESAURUS > naughty 

receive /rɪˈsiːv/ verb  1. to be given somethingNOUNSreceive a 

prize/award/medal The photo shows the winner receiving her prize.receive a 
present/gift Martha received a special present from her parents.receive money/a 

payment/a fee etc He did not receive any payment for his work.receive 
attention/publicity The case has received much attention in the media.receive 
support/help The plan has received widespread international support.receive 

votes He received twice as many votes as the other candidate.receive 
education/training She had received a good education.receive a sentence He was 
found guilty and received a five-year sentence.receive treatment The victims are 

currently receiving medical treatment at a local hospital.PREPOSITIONSreceive sth 

from sb Did you receive any money from him?THESAURUS: 
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receive→ get (1)2. to get something that someone has sent you, or get an answer, 

invitation, complaint etcNOUNSreceive a letter/message/email Perhaps they have 
not received your letter yet.receive a (phone) call One morning, 

I received a call from my mother in California.receive an answer/reply/reaction I 
have not yet received a reply to my email.receive an invitation/offer A year later, 
I received an invitation to their wedding. | None of the graduates have yet received a 

job offer.receive a complaint The company has received a number of complaints from 
customers.receive a request They have received a request for assistance from the 
French police.receive an apology They received a public apology from the 

president.receive information/news I have received some new information.receive 
a copy Everyone on the committee will receive a copy of the 
report.PREPOSITIONSreceive sth from sb I received an email from an old friend 

yesterday.3. to react in a particular way to a suggestion, idea, performance 
etcADVERBSbe well received also be favourably/enthusiastically received (=used 

when people like something and think it is good) The band’s next album was well 
received by the critics. | The announcement was favourably received by investors.be 
warmly received (=used especially when people show that they like someone’s 

speech or idea) Her speech was warmly received by the audience.be badly 
received (=used when people do not like something) His first film had been badly 
received.sth will be gratefully received (=used when asking people to suggest or 

give something) Any contributions will be gratefully received.NOUNSreceive the 
news Her father received the news without surprise.PHRASESbe received with 
enthusiasm/scepticism/hostility etc The claim was received with skepticism by the 

public (=they doubted whether it was true). 

recent /ˈriːsənt/ adjective  THESAURUS > new (1) 

recently /ˈriːsəntli/ adverb  not long ago: They recently returned from a tour of 

South America. He has recently been promoted to Assistant Manager.PHRASESuntil 

recently Jerry lived in Cairo until recently.very recently/quite recently The plant 
was discovered very recently.more recently More recently, he has appeared in a 
number of British films.recently published a recently 

published articleTHESAURUS: recentlylately especially spokenduring the recent  

past, especially during the weeks or days closest to now:I’ve been really busy lately so 

I haven’t been out much. | There hasn’t been much in the news lately.just especially  

spokena very short time ago, especially only a few minutes, hours, days, or weeks  

ago:John’s just gone out. | They’ve just had a new baby.a short/little while 

ago especially spokennot long ago – often used when you are not sure exactly  

when:That house was sold a short while ago. | I looked in on her a little while ago and 

she was fast asleep.the other day spokenrecently, especially only a few days ago:I  

met Lucy in town the other day. | You’ll never guess what happened to me the other  

day.freshlyground | baked | made | painted | prepared | chopped | squeezed | 

caught | picked | cut | grated | washed | dugnot long ago - used especially about  

food that has recently been made:freshly ground coffee | freshly baked bread | a 

freshly made bed | The boat had been freshly painted. | freshly prepared food | freshly  
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chopped herbs | freshly squeezed orange juice | freshly caught fish | freshly picked 

flowers | freshly washed vegetables | Make sure that the ground has been freshly  

dug.newlyelected | appointed | married | formed | created | opened | discover

ed | built | acquired | established | qualified | independentnot long ago:The 

newly elected leader will give his first speech. | a newly married couple | the newly  

created position of Chief Designer | The hotel is newly opened. | a newly discovered 

species | a newly built house | his newly acquired knowledge | a newly established 

company | a newly qualified doctor | a newly independent country  

reception /rɪˈsepʃən/ noun  1. a particular type of welcome for someone, or a 

particular type of reaction to their ideas, work etcADJECTIVESa warm 

reception (=friendly or approving) The prince was given a warm reception when he 
visited Birmingham.an enthusiastic/rapturous/rousing reception (=in which 
people show a lot of approval in a noisy way) She received an enthusiastic reception.a 

hostile reception (=unfriendly or angry) When reporters arrived at the house, they 
got a hostile reception.a cool/chilly/frosty reception (=not friendly or 
approving) His idea got a cool reception from his colleagues.a lukewarm 

reception (=not enthusiastic) The band’s latest album is getting a lukewarm 
reception.a mixed reception (=when some people like something and some do 

not) His first novel received a mixed reception.a positive/favourable 
reception (=people like someone or something) The movie had a favourable 
reception from audiences and critics alike.VERBSget/receive/have a ... reception As 

he came on stage, Rocky got a great reception from the crowd.meet with a ... 
reception formal (=be given a reception) They met with a chilly reception from my 
mother.give sb/sth a ... reception Opposition parties gave the proposals a 

lukewarm reception.PREPOSITIONSreception from/by sb He is sure to get an 
enthusiastic reception from fans.2. a large formal party to celebrate an event or to 
welcome someoneADJECTIVES/NOUNS + receptiona wedding reception There were 

over 200 guests at our wedding reception.a civic reception (=one given by the 
authorities of a city) The plaque was unveiled during a civic reception held at Glasgow 
City Chambers.an official reception After an official reception at the Embassy, they 

visited the White House.a formal reception There will be a formal reception in honour 
of his life and work.a champagne reception (=one in which champagne is 
served) Tickets include a champagne reception.VERBShave/hold a reception The 

wedding reception will be held at The Grand Hotel.go to/attend a reception A few 
hundred guests attended the reception at the White House.host a reception The 
mayor will host a reception in honour of Chinese officials visiting the 

city.PREPOSITIONSa reception for sb The president is hosting a reception 
for diplomats.at a reception There were over 500 people at the reception. 

recession /rɪˈseʃən/ noun  a time of difficulty in a country’s economy, when 

there is less trade, business activity etc than usualADJECTIVES/NOUNS + recessionan 
economic recession Britain was in the middle of an economic recession.a 
world/global/worldwide recession America’s airlines have been badly hit by 

the global recession.a deep/severe recession We are in the middle of a severe 
recession.a deepening recession (=becoming worse) The deepening recession led to 
a fall in demand for luxury goods.a full-blown recession (=severe and 

complete) Spending programmes have helped avoid a full-blown recession.worst 
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recession Colombia was going through its worst recession in decades.a mild 

recession (=not severe) A period of growth was followed by a mild recession.the 
longest recession The British economy was in its longest recession since World War 

II.a prolonged recession (=continuing for a long time) Higher rates will make 
a prolonged recession much more likely.VERBSsuffer/experience a recession The 
country was suffering a deep recession.go/slide/slip into recession (=start to 

experience a recession) Most analysts don’t believe the economy will slide into 
recession.plunge into recession (=start to experience a deep recession) The US is 
about to plunge into recession.be hit by a recession (=be badly affected by it) Rural 

areas have been hardest hit by the recession.come out of a recession It could take a 
long time for the country to come out of the recession.survive/weather a 
recession (=continue to exist during one) Many small businesses will 

not survive the recession.cause/trigger a recession Rising oil prices help to fuel 
inflation and cause a recession.pull a country/economy out of recession The 
budget is intended to pull Britain out of recession.a recession deepens (=becomes 

worse) Economists fear the recession may be deepening.PHRASESbe in the 
middle/midst of a recession We are in the midst of a world recession.be in the 
depths of recession (=be badly affected by a recession) The country is in the depths 

of recession.the beginning/end of the recession The Chancellor is confident that we 

will see the end of the recession in the next few months.THESAURUS: 

recessiondepressiona long period during which there is a bad recession, so that  

there is very little business activity and a lot of people do not have jobs:During the 

depression of the 1930s, as many as 20% of the population were jobless. The  

depression in the US and Europe during the 1930s is often referred to as the Great  

Depression, or just the Depression. slumpa fairly short period when there is a  

reduction in business and many people lose their jobs:The slump in the housing market  

is making it difficult for people to sell their homes.slowdowna period when there is a  

reduction in business activity, that may be the start of a recession:High prices could tip  

the slowdown in the US into a world recession.downturna period during which there is  

a reduction in business activity and economic conditions become worse, when before,  

the economy was growing:Public spending may reduce the effects of the downturn in  

the economy.crashan occasion when the value of stocks and shares on a stock market  

falls suddenly and by a large amount, causing economic problems:The Wall Street  

Crash of 1929 was disastrous for not only the American economy, but for the world  

economy.  

recipe /ˈresəpi, ˈresɪpi/ noun  a set of instructions for cooking a particular type of 

foodADJECTIVESan old/classic/traditional recipe The dish is based on a traditional 
French recipe. | She found an old recipe for lemon pudding.a new recipe I enjoy 
trying new recipes.a delicious/tasty recipe The book is packed with delicious 

recipes.a good recipe Do you know a good recipe for fish pie?a family recipe This is 
an old family recipe.a secret recipe The company uses a secret recipe to make its 
cookies.a simple/easy recipe It is a very simple recipe, with only four ingredients.a 
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complicated recipe Working mothers have little time to spend on complicated 

recipes.a basic recipe It’s useful to know a basic recipe for tomato sauce.VERBSfollow 
a recipe She followed the recipe exactly.use a recipe I always use the 

same recipe.try a recipe Try this simple recipe for pancakes.invent/devise/come up 
with a recipe The recipe was invented by a French chef.adapt a recipe Vegetarians 
can adapt this recipe by omitting the bacon and adding cheese.be made to/from a 

recipe The sauce is made to an old recipe.the recipe says The recipe says bake for 25 
minutes.the recipe calls for sth (=says you should use something) The recipe calls 
for egg whites.a recipe serves 4 people/6 etc All the following recipes serve 4 

people.NOUNS + recipea cake/soup/sauce etc recipe What is your favourite cake 
recipe?recipe + NOUNSa recipe book This recipe book contains lots of ideas for 
desserts.recipe ideas Here are some recipe ideas for cooks in a hurry.PREPOSITIONSa 

recipe for sth She promised to give me a recipe for the cake. 

reckless /ˈrekləs/ adjective  THESAURUS > careless 

recognition /ˌrekəɡˈnɪʃən/ noun  1. public respect and thanks for someone’s 

work or achievementsADJECTIVESnational/international/worldwide 

recognition Like many pianists, he first achieved international recognition by winning a 
competition.public recognition She finally received public recognition for her 
work.proper recognition Frank Norris has never received proper recognition as a 

great novelist.wider recognition She is a great film-maker who deserves wider 
recognition.VERBSachieve recognition Tony has been striving to achieve 
recognition for the past ten years.receive/be given/get recognition Younger women 

artists are now getting wider recognition.win/gain recognition The company has won 
recognition for its customer service.deserve recognition They deserve recognition for 
the tremendous job they are doing.seek recognition (=try to get it) He is a modest 

man who has never sought recognition for his work.PREPOSITIONSrecognition for 
sth I believe teachers deserve more recognition for the work they do.recognition as 
sth Bolam has gained recognition as an artist.PHRASESin recognition of sth He was 

presented with a gold watch in recognition of his service to the company.2. the act of 
realizing and accepting that something exists, or is important or trueADJECTIVESa 
growing/increasing recognition There was a growing recognition that the war had 

solved nothing.greater recognition These social problems should be given greater 
recognition.widespread recognition (=by many people) There is widespread 

recognition that the media plays a critical role in public affairs.formal/official 
recognition The spread of the disease was not given official recognition because of 
fears it would harm tourism.legal recognition They are against legal recognition for 

gay marriages.VERBSbe given recognition The problem has been given little 
recognition until now.PREPOSITIONSrecognition of sth The changes to the law are 
a recognition of the fact that women tend to live longer than men.recognition 

by/from sb There is a growing recognition by doctors of the role of stress in causing 
illness.3. the act of knowing someone or something because you have seen them, 
heard them etc beforeVERBSavoid recognition She covered her face to avoid 

recognition.PREPOSITIONSbeyond (all) recognition (=in a way that makes someone 
or something impossible to recognize) The town has changed beyond 
recognition.PHRASESa sign of recognition He stared at her but there was no sign of 

recognition.a flicker of recognition (=a small sign that someone recognizes someone 
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or something) Emma noted a flicker of recognition in his eyes at the mention of the 

man’s name. 

recognize also recognise BrE /ˈrekəɡnaɪz, ˈrekən-/ verb  1. to know who 

someone is or what something is, especially because you have seen or heard them 

before GrammarThis meaning of recognize is not used in the progressive. Don’t  

say I am recognizing him. Say I recognize him. ADVERBSrecognize sb/sth 

immediately/instantly I hadn’t seen her for ten years, but 
I recognized her immediately.PHRASESrecognize sb from sb’s description (=know 
who someone is because someone else has told you what they look like) A police officer 

recognized the man from the victim’s description, and arrested him.I didn’t recognize 

sb in sth Rachel, I didn’t recognize you in your nurse’s uniform.THESAURUS: 

recognizeidentifyto recognize someone or something and say who or what they 

are:He was able to identify two of the men to the police. | It’s delicious but I can’t  

quite identify the taste.distinguishto recognize and understand the difference 

between two or more things or people:By this age, kids can usually distinguish  

between right and wrong. | It’s often difficult to distinguish identical twins from each  

other.make sth/sb outto be able to see or hear something or someone – used when 

it is very difficult to do this:In the distance, I could just make out the outline of an  

island. | He whispered something but I couldn’t make out what it  

was.discern /dɪˈsɜːn $ -ɜːrn/ formalto notice or understand something by looking  

carefully or thinking about it carefully:I thought I discerned a faint gleam of hope in his  

eyes. | A number of differences can be discerned in the data for the three 

countries.knowto recognize someone or something. Know is often used in everyday 

English instead of recognize:How do you know that it is real gold? | I know him from 

somewhere. | I can’t remember his name, but I know his face.can tellto be able to  

recognize someone or something:I could tell that it was him by his voice. | Can you tell  

that it’s not real leather? | It’s difficult to be able to tell them apart (=recognize that  

they are different).2. to accept that something is true, important, or of a high 

standardADVERBSbe widely/generally recognized (=by many people) It is now 
widely recognized that eating a lot of salt is bad for your health.be 

internationally/nationally recognized Professor Thamer is internationally 
recognized as an expert in the field of oceanography.be universally 
recognized (=everywhere) Monitoring changes in the environment is universally 

recognized as being of great importance.be fully recognized The problem of child 
neglect is only now being fully recognized. 

recommend /ˌrekəˈmend/ verb  1. to say that something or someone is good, 

or suggest them for a particular purpose or jobADVERBShighly recommend 

sth/sb It’s a great book – I highly recommend it.definitely/certainly recommend 
sth/sb We would definitely recommend visiting the Golden Temple.thoroughly 

recommend sth/sb Overall I can thoroughly recommend this film to anyone with an 
interest in space travel.personally recommend sth/sb (=from your own personal 
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experience) Are there any hair-colouring products you can personally 

recommend?heartily recommend sth/sb (=strongly and enthusiastically – a rather 
formal use) This is a book I heartily recommend to all 

hillwalkers.PREPOSITIONSrecommend sb/sth to sb One of my 
friends recommended the place to me.recommend sb/sth for a job/position I have 
decided to recommend you for the position of senior tutor.PHRASESI can recommend 

sb/sth I can recommend the mixed vegetable curry – it’s really good.sb/sth comes 
highly recommended (=someone or something has been recommended to you) His 
nurse was an efficient woman who came highly recommended.2. to advise someone to 

do something, especially because you have special knowledge of a situation or 

subject GrammarThis meaning of recommend is used with (that): The  

doctor recommended that he should lose some weight. ADVERBSstrongly/highly 

recommend sth We strongly recommend that you get legal advice.THESAURUS: 

recommendtellto tell someone that you think they should do something, especially  

in order to avoid problems:We’ve been told that we should go home early before it  

starts snowing. | I told you not to drink the water here.urgeto strongly advise  

someone to do something because you think it is very important:Her doctor  

has urged her to see a specialist. | Police are urging drivers not to come into London 

this weekend.advocateuse | policyto say publicly that something should be done,  

often something that a lot of people disagree about:In 1984, he advocated the use 

of force against Nicaragua. | Many dentists advocate the use of fluoride to prevent  

problems with teeth. | They seem to be advocating a policy of getting rid of all nuclear  

weapons.endorseplan | idea | view | productto say officially that you support  

something and that it is the right thing to do, or say in an advertisement that you like 

a product and think that people should use it:European leaders endorsed a plan put  

forward by the British Prime Minister. | Governor Wilson endorsed the idea of building  

a new Bay Bridge. | A lot of companies use sports stars to endorse their products.  

recommendation /ˌrekəmenˈdeɪʃən/ noun  1. official advice given to someone 

about what to doADJECTIVESthe main/key recommendation One of the main 
recommendations in the report is more parental involvement in 
education.specific/detailed recommendations We made a number of specific 

recommendations for improving women’s health.a clear recommendation The report 
offered no clear recommendations or policy guidelines.VERBSmake a 
recommendation The inspectors will make their recommendations to the Environment 

Secretary.accept/approve/adopt a recommendation The president accepted the 
report’s recommendations.reject/ignore a 
recommendation Officers rejected a recommendation that cameras be installed in the 

building.implement recommendations We will implement the recommendations of 
the Woolf Report to improve prison conditions.PREPOSITIONSrecommendations for 

sth The committee made several recommendations for change.recommendations on 
sth The doctor had given him some recommendations on diet.on sb’s 
recommendation The decision was made on the recommendation of the panel.a 
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recommendation from/by sb After a recommendation from a wildlife charity, the 

government established a dolphin reserve.2. a suggestion to someone that they should 
choose a particular person or thing that you think is very goodADJECTIVESa glowing 

recommendation (=one saying that someone or something is very good) She hadn’t 
expected to be given such a glowing recommendation.a personal 
recommendation Many people rely on personal recommendations when looking for a 

plumber.VERBSgive sb a recommendation He gave me some recommendations on 
the best places to eat.get a recommendation If you decide to use a professional 
decorator, get recommendations.have any recommendations (=have something or 

someone that you recommend) I’m looking for somewhere exciting to go on holiday – 
do you have any recommendations?PREPOSITIONSat/on sb’s 
recommendation On John’s recommendation, we stayed at the Grange Hotel. 

record1 /ˈrekɔːd $ -ərd/ noun  1. a song, a set of songs, or a piece of music by 

someone, which is made available for people to buyADJECTIVES/NOUNS + recorda 
pop/jazz/blues etc record Dylan wrote some of the greatest pop records of all 
time.sb’s favourite record BrE sb’s favorite record AmE My favourite Beatles record 

is ‘Strawberry Fields Forever’.sb’s latest record Have you heard Adele’s latest 
record?sb’s best record Amy Winehouse’s best record was 'Back to Black’.a hit 

record (=one that is very popular and sells a lot) The Rolling Stones had dozens of hit 
records in the 1960s and 70s.a number one record (=the most popular record) The 
number one record in the charts this week is by a young Irish band.a solo record (=by 

one person) Gallagher left the band and released his own solo record.VERBSmake a 
record The singer made over 40 records in his lifetime.produce a record (=be in 
charge of making it and deciding how it sounds) Her latest record was produced by 

Mark Ronson.release/put out a record (=make it available for people to buy) The 
record has sold more than a million copies since it was released.sell a record The 
Velvet Underground didn’t sell a lot of records, but they had a big influence on other 

groups.listen to/hear a record Whenever I listen to his records, they always make 
me feel good.record + NOUNSa record collection He has an amazing record 
collection.a record company/label The band signed a deal with an American record 

label.2. information about something that is written down, stored on computer etc, so 
that it can be looked at in the futureADJECTIVESa detailed record He kept a detailed 
record of his experiments.official records This has been the wettest winter 

since official records began.a written record The earliest written record of diamond 
cutting comes from Antwerp in 1550.an accurate record It’s important to keep 
an accurate record of the amount of money you have spent.a proper record Failure to 

maintain proper records would be a criminal offence.a permanent record You will 
have a permanent record of your work.confidential records The file 
contained confidential student records.historical records The town is mentioned in 

historical records as far back as 1128.medical/health records I don’t want other 
people looking at my medical records.financial records The company’s financial 
records show that it made a small profit last year.public records (=records of births, 

deaths etc, that the public are allowed to look at) He found the information while 
examining public records.NOUNS + recordhospital/school/court records School 
records show that he was often late.patient/student records Patient records are kept 

on computer.police records There was no evidence to link him with the crime, 
according to police records.a paper/computer record Computer records have been 
made available to the police.phone records Phone records confirm that he called her 
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shortly before her death.VERBSkeep a record also maintain a 

record formal Teachers keep a record of students’ progress. | The directors are 
responsible for maintaining adequate accounting records.make/compile a record He 

started compiling a record of all cadets who had taken part in the training.place/put 
sth on record (=officially say something or write it down) I wish to put on record my 
objection to the scheme.examine records Researchers examined the 

clinical records of patients with lung cancer.falsify records (=deliberately make them 
wrong) It is alleged that he falsified company records.destroy 
records Police destroy DNA records when the investigation is closed.records 

show/indicate sth Official records show that 44 businesses have stopped trading in 
the last 12 months.PREPOSITIONSaccording to records According to official records, 
five people were killed last year near that road junction.a record of sth Keep a record 

of the money you spend.PHRASESthe biggest/highest etc on record Last summer 
was one of the hottest on record.sth is a matter of public 
record formal (=something that has been written down so that anyone can know 

it) His salary is a matter of public record.have access to records (=be able to look at 

them) Every citizen has the right to access their medical records.THESAURUS: 

recordfilea set of written records about someone or something:He began reading  

the file on the case. | Only a few people have access to the file. | The files are stored in  

the public records office. File is usually used about a document that you read on a  

computer: I think I may have accidentally deleted the file. I  

can't open the file. accounts also books informalan exact record of the money that a  

company has received and spent:Companies are required by law to publish  

their annual accounts. | Someone had been falsifying the accounts (=putting amounts  

and numbers in them that are not true). | The company’s books all seemed to be in  

order.minutesan official written record of what is said and decided at a meeting:Both  

points are mentioned in the minutes of the last meeting on August 3rd. | Can you take 

the minutes? (=keep a record of what is said and decided at a meeting)diarya book in  

which you regularly write down the things that have happened to you:In his diary he 

wrote, ‘It s lovely having him here, we’ve had so many cosy talks.’ | I’ll just check  

in my diary to see if I’m free.bloga web page on the internet on which someone 

regularly writes about their life, opinions, or a particular subject:I may not always  

agree with David, but I always read his blog. | She writes a blog about food - you can 

see it on her website. | He kept a blog about his time in Afghanistan. | The actress said  

in her blog that she is studying English.registeran official list of names of people,  

organizations etc:Guests must sign the hotel register. | the national register of births,  

deaths, and marriages | Lloyds Register of Shippingrollan official list of names,  

especially of people who are allowed to do something such as vote or be in a class at  

school:His name should be on the electoral roll (=the list of people who can vote in an  

area). | The teacher called the roll (=read out the list of the names of the students,  
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who then have to say if they are present).loga record of all the things that happen or  

that you do - often used about an official record on a ship or plane:I'm keeping a log  

of my expenses. | Mr Appleby said he complained to a senior officer, who made a note 

in the ship’s log.3. the facts about how good, bad etc someone or something has been 

in the pastADJECTIVESa good/excellent record He had a good record as a soldier.a 
poor/bad/appalling record Some countries have a poor record on human rights.an 

impressive record She had an impressive record of achievements as a tennis 
player.an unblemished record (=with no bad parts) Bates had an unblemished 
record during forty years of service.a proven record (=shown to be true) This 

management method has a proven record of success.a strong record (=certain and 
good) The school has a strong academic record.an enviable record (=good, and one 
that other people would like) This strategy has brought the company an enviable 

record of commercial success.a long record of sth He had a long record of gambling 

and crime. If someone has a criminal record, they have been guilty of committing  

crimes in the past. NOUNS + recorda safety record The safety record of today’s 

aircraft is excellent.an attendance record Some students at the school have a 
poor attendance record.a human rights record The country’s human rights record had 

previously been appalling.VERBShave a good/bad etc record The drug has an 
excellent safety record.PREPOSITIONSsb’s record on sth She criticized the 
government’s record on the environment.a record of (doing) sth Spencer had 

a record of violence and drugs offences.a record in sth He has a long record in football 
management.sb’s/sth’s record as sth His record as prime minister has not been that 
impressive.4. the fastest speed, longest distance, the highest or lowest amount etc that 

has ever been achieved or reached, especially in sportADJECTIVES/NOUNS + recorda 
world record The team set a new world record in the 400 metre relay.an Olympic 
record He won a gold medal and broke the Olympic record by 44 seconds.a 

British/American etc record Jones finished the race in 9.93 seconds, a new British 
record.an all-time record (=the best or highest ever) The price of oil has hit an all-
time record.an unbeaten record (=one in which you have never been 

defeated) Hodgson is hoping to maintain his unbeaten record.a course/track 
record (=the best score for a particular golf course, or time for a racecourse or 
track) Bolt set a new track record.a club/team record Irvin holds a team record with 

111 catches this season.VERBShold a record (=have it) Davies holds the record for 
most points in a season.set a record (=achieve it for the first time) The twenty-year-
old set a new British record of 44.47 seconds.break/beat a record (=do better or be 

greater than an existing record) He broke the world record twice.smash/shatter a 
record (=beat it easily) She smashed the record by a massive 28 seconds.equal a 
record also tie a record AmE (=do as well as the record) Woods equalled the 

course record and finished well ahead of all the other players. | Davis tied a team 
record by hitting six field goals.maintain/retain a record The 
athlete maintained his record in the 100 metres with an excellent race on Saturday.a 

record stands (=is not beaten) His record stood for 42 years.a record falls (=is 
beaten) If Arsenal win their last game of the season, another record will fall.record + 

NOUNSthe record holder The Jamaican athlete is the world record holder in the 100 

metres.a record attempt (=an attempt to break a record) The runner is planning to 
make another record attempt next month.the record books (=used in phrases 
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meaning that someone or something holds the record for something) The gallery is 

in the record books for paying the highest price for a painting.PREPOSITIONSa record 
for (doing) sth The museum set a new record for visitor numbers last year. 

record2 /rɪˈkɔːd $ -ɔːrd/ verb  1. to put information on paper or store it in a 

computer so that it can be looked at in the futureADVERBSrecord sth daily/monthly 
etc The patients’ symptoms were recorded daily.record sth carefully He carefully 
recorded everything he observed.record sth accurately The weights must be recorded 

accurately.record sth meticulously (=very carefully and accurately) He kept a journal 
in which he meticulously recorded every detail of his daily life.record sth 
faithfully (=accurately, not changing anything) I faithfully recorded his words in my 

notes.NOUNSrecord information/details/data They record information about the 
crime on a form.record an event The events of Jesus’ life are recorded in the 
Bible.record a fact He fails to record this fact in his memoirs.PHRASESrecord sth for 

posterity (=so that people in the future will know about it) The names of those who 

died are recorded for posterity on the memorial.THESAURUS: recordkeep a 

record of sthto record information about things that happen:I keep a record of  

everything I spend.make a note of sthto write down information, so that you can look 

at it in the future:Make a note of the size of the sofa so you can be sure it will fit in  

your home.logto officially record things that happen or the progress of something:All  

deliveries are logged.2. to store sounds or moving imagesADVERBSrecord sth 

secretly FBI agents had secretly recorded their conversation.NOUNSrecord an 

album She has just finished recording her second album.record music The music for 
the film was recorded in this studio.record a song/track These 
blues songs were recorded in the 1920s.record a concert The concert will 

be recorded for future radio broadcast.record a 
programme/show The show is recorded in front of an audience.record a 
conversation/interview He gave me permission to record the interview.record a 

message I recorded a message on my answering machine.record a 
film/movie/programme (=record something shown on television) This afternoon I 

watched a movie I had recorded.PREPOSITIONSrecord sth on tape/video/film 
etc All telephone calls were recorded on tape.record sth off/from the 
television/radio I recorded the film off the television. 

record3 /ˈrekɔːd $ -ərd/ adjective  better, greater, lower, worse etc than ever 

beforerecord + NOUNSa record number/level/time etc Pollution in the lake has 
reached record levels.a record high/low The stock market reached a record high on 
August 21st.a record year Last year was a record year for the company.record 

profits/sales Many airlines have enjoyed record profits this year.a record crowd The 
event attracted record crowds. 

recording /rɪˈkɔːdɪŋ $ -ɔːr-/ noun  1. sounds or moving images stored on tape 

or discsVERBSmake a recording The band made their first recording in 1968.play 
(back) a recording I can play you a recording of the interview.hear/listen to a 
recording I’ve listened to the recording several times.watch a recording A crowd of 

people were watching a recording of the race.release a recording The 
company released a recording of piano music by John Foulds.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ recordinga digital recording He prefers the sound of modern digital recordings.a 
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tape recording They made tape recordings of people talking about their childhoods.a 

video recording The video recording showed him being arrested.a live recording (=a 
recording of a performance in front of an audience) On this live recording you can hear 

the audience laughing.a new recording It is genuinely moving to hear these new 
recordings of old songs.the original recording They destroyed the original 
recording.PREPOSITIONSa recording of sth Listen to a recording of your voice.a 

recording by sb The CD features recordings by little-known singers.2. the act of 
storing sound or imagesrecording + NOUNSa recording studio The band had spent all 
day in the recording studio.recording equipment The studio has the finest state-of-

the-art recording equipment.a recording device No cameras or recording devices will 
be allowed in the courtroom.a recording artist (=a singer or musician whose 
performances are recorded) Most of today’s major recording artists compose their own 

songs.a recording contract He was offered a recording contract by CBS 
Records.NOUNS + recordingsound recording One sound recording problem is wind 
noise.digital recording The main advantage of digital recording is that copies can be 

made without loss of quality. 

recover AC /rɪˈkʌvə $ -ər/ verb  to get better after an illness, accident, shock 

etcADVERBScompletely/fully recover He has still not fully recovered from his 

injuries.slowly/gradually recover Maria is slowly recovering from the shock of 
discovering that she has a brother she has never met.soon recover She soon 
recovered and was able to leave hospital.never recover They never recovered from 

the death of their child.recover enough/sufficiently By April, I had recovered 
sufficiently to return to work.PREPOSITIONSrecover from sth He’s in 

hospital, recovering from a heart attack.THESAURUS: recoverget betterto  

recover from an injury or illness. In everyday English, people usually say get 

better rather than recover:I hope you get better soon. | My back’s been quite bad 

recently, but it’s slowly getting better.get over sthto recover from a bad experience,  

or a minor illness. In everyday English, people usually say get over rather  

than recover:She never got over his death. | I think I’m getting over my cold.get 

wellto recover from an illness or operation – used especially when you are writing to  

encourage someone to recover:Get well soon – we all miss you! | I hope you get well  

quickly.be back on your feetto have recovered and be able to live life as usual  

again:It may take a week or two until you’re back on your feet. | It’s great to see you 

back on your feet!be on the mendto be showing definite signs of recovering after an  

illness or injury:I’m glad to see you’re on the mend again. | Kathy’s been quite ill with  

flu, but she seems to be on the mend now.recuperate formalto spend time resting  

and getting your health or energy back, after you have had an illness or had a difficult  

or tiring experience:It had been a hard year, and I needed a few weeks in the sun in  

order to recuperate. | He is recuperating from a heart  

attack.convalesce /ˌkɒnvəˈles $ ˌkɑːn-/ formalto spend a long period of time recovering  

from a serious illness, especially by resting in a comfortable or warm place:She was at  
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home convalescing after major surgery. Usually used in the progressive  

form convalescing.  

recovery AC /rɪˈkʌvəri/ noun  1. the process of getting better after an illness, 

injury, or medical operationADJECTIVESa full/complete recovery She was severely 
injured but made a full recovery.a good/satisfactory recovery He is making a good 
recovery from a knee injury.a remarkable/amazing/miraculous recovery Doctors 

have been amazed at her remarkable recovery.a speedy/quick/swift recovery We 
wish him a speedy recovery.a slow recovery His recovery was slow, but eventually he 
was able to walk again.VERBSmake a recovery Doctors expect him to make a 

full recovery.speed (up) sb’s recovery (=make them recover more quickly) She 
believes that a holiday would speed my recovery.aid (sb’s) recovery (=help someone 
to recover) Gentle exercise can aid recovery.PREPOSITIONSrecovery from sth Rossi 

made an amazing recovery from injury.PHRASESa sign of recovery The first sign of 
recovery came when he opened his eyes.the process of recovery The process of 
recovery from mental illness can be very slow.2. the process of returning to a normal 

condition after a period of difficulty, especially financial or economic 
difficultyADJECTIVESeconomic recovery Europe is showing signs of economic 
recovery.a slow recovery A slow recovery in the hotel market is likely to hold back the 

company’s profits.sustained recovery (=that continues for a long time) Will these 
policies provide a basis for sustained recovery and growth?a modest recovery (=not 

very great) On the foreign exchanges the pound managed a modest recovery from 
Thursday’s slump.VERBSmake/stage a recovery The Turkish economy has staged a 
spectacular recovery.PHRASESa sign of recovery The US economy was showing signs 

of recovery.green shoots of recovery (=new and small signs of recovery) Green 
shoots of recovery have begun to sprout in the housing market. 

recycle /ˌriːˈsaɪkəl/ verb  to put used objects or materials through a special 

process so that they can be used againNOUNSrecycle glass/plastic/paper New 

techniques for recycling plastics are being introduced.recycle bottles/cans We take 
all our bottles to be recycled.recycle rubbish/waste The government is launching a 
campaign to encourage people to recycle their household waste.PHRASESrecycle 

more We need to encourage people recycle more.recycling facilities (=places where 
you can leave things to be recycled) Are there enough recycling facilities in your city?a 

recycling plant The company has two advanced fridge recycling plants, capable of 

recycling one million refrigerators each year. If something can be recycled, you say  

that it is recyclable: The bags are made from recyclable plastic. If it cannot be  

recycled, you say that is non-recyclable: Firms are being encouraged to reduce the  

amount of non-recyclable packaging.  

red adjective, noun  1. the colour of bloodTYPES OF REDbright red She was 

wearing bright red lipstick.dark/deep red He gave her a single deep red rose.rich 

red (=a dark strong red) The study walls are a rich red.fiery/flaming red (=a strong 
bright red) The leaves turn fiery red in autumn.brilliant/vivid red Brilliant 
red geraniums stood in pots outside the house.blood red In winter there were blood 

red berries on the holly bushes.cherry red He bought a cherry red guitar.fire-engine 
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red (=a very bright red colour) The car was fire-engine red.pillar-box red BrE (=a 

very bright red colour) a smart white building with a bright pillar-box red door You can  

also use crimson to describe something that is deep red, or scarlet to describe  

something that is bright red. PREPOSITIONSin red (=in red clothes or red ink) You 

look good in red. | The word ‘Urgent’ was underlined in red.PHRASESa shade of 

red The carpet was a lovely shade of red.2. if you go red, your face becomes bright 
pink, especially because you are embarrassed or angryTYPES OF REDdeep/bright 
red Her face was deep red. | When he said she looked nice, she went bright red.(as) 

red as a beetroot BrE red as a beet AmE (=a very deep red colour) The boy’s face 
was as red as a beetroot.VERBSgo/turn red (=become red) He went red when he 
realized what he’d said.blush/flush red She blushed red as he walked over to 

her.PHRASESred with embarrassment/anger etc His face was red with anger. 
 

reduce /rɪˈdjuːs $ rɪˈduːs/ verb  to make something smaller or less in size, 

amount, or priceNOUNSreduce the number/amount/level of sth They 
have reduced the number of accidents by half.reduce the size of sth There are plans 
to reduce the size of the army.reduce costs/prices To reduce costs, libraries will open 

for fewer hours.reduce the risk of sth There is evidence that eating less red meat 
can reduce the risk of a heart attack.reduce the chances/likelihood of sth (=make 
something less likely to happen) Smoking during pregnancy reduces the chances of 

having a healthy baby.reduce the need for sth/to do sth We are hoping that the 
new public transport policy will reduce the need to use cars.reduce the time (it takes 
to do sth) The airline has reduced the time it takes to travel to Europe.reduce 

demand The economic crisis has reduced demand for oil.reduce 
emissions/pollution Governments need to act to reduce emissions of greenhouse 
gases.reduce crime/unemployment/poverty To reduce crime, we need to address 

the root cause.reduce stress/tension/pain The plant can help to reduce stress and 
anxiety.ADVERBSgreatly/substantially/considerably reduce sth (=by a large 
amount) It is hoped that the new road will substantially reduce traffic congestion in the 

town.significantly reduce sth Taking exercise significantly reduces your risk of 
developing heart disease.dramatically/drastically reduce sth (=suddenly and by a 
very large amount) They are committed to drastically reducing the size and cost of 

government.sharply reduce sth (=by a very large amount) Medical progress 
has sharply reduced death rates.gradually reduce sth The aim is to gradually 
reduce the number of troops in the area.PREPOSITIONSreduce sth from sth to 

sth The new bridge should reduce travelling time from 50 minutes to 15 
minutes.reduce sth to sth All the shirts were reduced to £10.reduce sth by 

half/50%/25 points etc The workforce has been reduced by half.THESAURUS: 

reducecutcost | price | time | jobs | wages | taxes | spending | pollution | em

issions | the budget | the deficit | the number of sth | the amount of sthto  

reduce something, especially by a large amount. Cut sounds more informal  

than reduce:Companies are always looking for ways to cut costs. | The airline says it  

has cut the price of tickets by 20%. | The new service will cut the journey time to  
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under 2 hours. | There are no plans to cut jobs at present. | Politicians are always  

promising to cut taxes. | We need to cut carbon emissions by 50%. | We did not ask  

Congress to cut the budget because we knew that this was impossible politically. | The 

government wants to cut the deficit. | Staff numbers have been cut by half to about  

150. | The new buses will cut the amount of air  

pollution.lowercost | price | risk | value | temperature | taxes | limit | age | inte

rest ratesto reduce something. Lower sounds rather formal:Businesses  

can lower their costs by using new technology. | Oil companies were forced 

to lower their prices. | Stopping smoking helps to lower the risk of heart  

disease. | After twenty minutes, lower the temperature to 150 degrees. | The speed 

limit was lowered to 20 miles per hour. | The voting age was lowered to 18. | The 

government decided to lower interest rates by 0.5%.bring sth 

downinflation | unemployment | interest rates | cost | wages | price | the 

number of sth | the level of sthto reduce something. Bring sth down is less formal  

than lower:The government wants to bring down inflation. | The bank has brought  

down interest rates to 2%. | The company is trying to bring its costs down. | Greater  

competition will help to bring down electricity prices. | They succeeded in bringing  

down the number of murders. | We want to get the economy moving again and 

start bringing down the level of  

unemployment.slash informalprice | cost | taxes | spending | budget | interest  

rates | the number of sthto reduce an amount or price by a very large amount –  

used especially in newspapers and advertisements:Prices slashed for one week 

only! | The plan is aimed at slashing production costs. | Public spending has  

been slashed over the past two years. | California was slashing its budget for libraries  

and parks to save money. | The US has slashed interest rates. | Airlines  

have slashed the number of airport staff.cut sth 

backbudget | production | spending | your involvement in sthto reduce the 

amount of something – used especially about people deciding to spend less, do less, or  

use less of something:The education budget has been cut back again. | They cut  

back production drastically because sales were falling (=reduced by a very large 

amount). | He wants Congress to cut back defense spending. | From the early 1960s 

onwards Britain sharply cut back its involvement in space (=reduced it a lot). | I need 

to cut back on my 

workload.downsizecompany | government | workforce | operationsto reduce the 

number of people employed in order to reduce costs:He downsized his company and 

made it more profitable. | For 20 years, everybody has talked 

about downsizing the government, but it didn’t really happen. | The company is  

planning to downsize its  

European operations.relieve/easepain | suffering | pressure | stress | tension | 
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boredom | monotonyto make pain or feelings less unpleasant:The drug is used 

to relieve pain. | Few men can have done more to relieve human suffering. | They 

hired new staff in order to relieve the pressure on their employees. | Exercise is good 

for relieving stress. | A joke can help to ease the tension. | I listened to some music in  

order to try  

to relieve the monotony.alleviate formalpain | poverty | suffering | problem | situ

ation | symptomsto reduce pain or suffering, or make a problem less serious:She 

was given morphine to alleviate the pain. | The programme is aimed at alleviating  

poverty. | We need to do more to alleviate the suffering of the people. | The new road 

was supposed to alleviate the traffic problem. | To help alleviate the situation, the 

government is planning to build thousands of new homes. | You can buy various  

medicines to alleviate the symptoms of flu.ANTONYMS → increase1 (2) 

reduction /rɪˈdʌkʃən/ noun  a decrease in the size, price, or amount of 

something, or the act of decreasing somethingADJECTIVESa significant 
reduction (=large and noticeable) There has been a significant reduction in the 
number of accidents.a substantial/considerable reduction (=large enough to have 

an effect or be important) Some people want a substantial reduction in taxes, because 
it will help to stimulate the economy.a big/large reduction Changing from cars to 

public transport will lead to a large reduction in air pollution.a massive/huge 
reduction (=very large) New technology has led to a massive reduction in the number 
of staff needed.a dramatic/drastic reduction (=surprisingly large) There was 

a dramatic reduction in crime.a marked reduction (=very easy to notice) There has 
been a marked reduction in arrests since the ban on alcohol at stadiums.a sharp 
reduction (=large and quick) The company reported a sharp reduction in sales.a 

small/slight reduction You can get a small reduction in price if you buy more than 
ten tickets.a gradual reduction There has been a gradual reduction in the number of 
new cases of the disease.a 10%/40% etc reduction The new speed limit led to a 

50 percent reduction in deaths in the area.VERBSmake a 
reduction Significant reductions are being made in the defense budget.achieve a 
reduction A combination of diet and exercise can help you achieve a 

substantial reduction in weight.see/experience a reduction Some police forces 
have seen a 40% reduction in crime.offer a reduction (=sell something for less than 
the usual price) The hotel is offering a reduction on stays of three nights or more.get a 

reduction (=buy something for less than the usual price) You get a 10% reduction if 
you buy four or more tickets.NOUNS + reductiona price/cost reduction Stores are 
advertising big price reductions to attract customers away from their competitors.debt 

reduction The government wants to focus on debt reduction.crime/poverty 
reduction It is too early to say if efforts at crime reduction have been successful.arms 
reduction They held talks about further arms reduction.staff reduction Planned staff 

reductions will save the company $1.5 million a year.emission reduction Companies 
should set emission reduction targets.reduction + NOUNSa reduction 
plan/programme/scheme The terms of the treaty call for a three-phase 

troop reduction programme.reduction targets The agreement set strict reduction 
targets for carbon emissions.PREPOSITIONSa reduction in sth There has been 
a reduction in the number of deaths due to drink-driving.a reduction on sth (=a 
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reduction in the cost of something you buy) The restaurant is offering a 20% reduction 

on all meals.a reduction of 10%/$5 etc The sale is now on with reductions of 50% 

on all winter clothes.THESAURUS: reduction→ decrease1 

redundancy /rɪˈdʌndənsi/ noun BrE  a situation in which a company takes away 

someone’s job, usually because it has financial problemsADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ redundancyvoluntary redundancy (=done willingly, without being forced) Wherever 

possible, the cuts will be achieved by voluntary redundancies.compulsory 
redundancy (=when workers are forced to leave their jobs) The director promised that 
there would be no compulsory redundancies.mass/large-scale redundancies (=of a 

lot of people) The company is preparing large-scale redundancies at its 
factories.VERBSface redundancy Up to 300 workers are facing redundancy.announce 
sb’s redundancy The redundancies at the factory were announced earlier this 

week.redundancies are planned The chairman said that no 
more redundancies are planned in the near future.be threatened with 
redundancy Over 1,000 employees are threatened with redundancy.make 

redundancies We may be forced to make some redundancies if the economic situation 
does not improve.redundancy + NOUNSredundancy pay/payment/money He was 
not entitled to a redundancy payment because he had not been with the company for 

very long.a redundancy package (=all the money and other benefits that are offered 
to someone who is being made redundant) The trade union negotiated a 
generous redundancy package for its members.sb’s redundancy notice (=a letter 

telling someone that they have lost their job) 1,100 of the bank’s 1,260 staff were 
given redundancy notices.a redundancy programme The company has completed 
a redundancy programme which has seen 400 staff lose their jobs globally.PHRASESthe 

threat of redundancy The threat of redundancy hangs over the workers.a 
round/wave of redundancies (=a group of redundancies) The latest wave of 
redundancies resulted in 4000 job cuts. 

redundant /rɪˈdʌndənt/ adjective BrE  if someone is made redundant, they lose 

their jobVERBSmake sb redundant (from a company/job) The company made a 
quarter of its staff redundant. | He was made redundant from his last job.become 

redundant I was quite well-off before I became redundant.NOUNSredundant 
workers/employees/staff Some redundant workers are planning to retrain.a 
job/position is redundant Some jobs might become redundant. 

re-elect /ˌriː ɪˈlekt/ verb  THESAURUS > vote1 

referee /ˌrefəˈriː/ noun [C]  someone who makes sure that the rules of a sport 

are obeyed in soccer, American football, rugby, ice hockey, basketball, boxing, or 

wrestlingPHRASESthe referee gives/awards sb a penalty The referee gave Arsenal a 
penalty.a referee blows his/her whistle The referee blew his whistle to stop the 
game.a referee sends sb off (=makes a player leave a game as a 

punishment) Terry was sent off by the referee.NOUNS + refereea soccer/basketball 
etc referee Soccer referees are used to being shouted at by fans.a match 
referee Clyde Walcott, the match referee, was entirely satisfied that nothing illegal had 

been done to the ball.THESAURUS: refereeumpiresomeone who makes sure 

that the rules are obeyed in baseball, cricket, tennis, or hockey:He was given several  

warnings by the umpire. | a tennis umpirejudgesomeone who decides the result of a  
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competition or sporting contest:There will be only one winner and the judges’ decision  

is final. | A panel of judges will evaluate the dancers’ performance.arbitratorsomeone 

who officially decides how an argument between two opposing sides should be 

settled:They insisted that an independent arbitrator must settle the dispute.  

reference /ˈrefərəns/ noun  1. part of something you say or write in which you 

mention a person or thingADJECTIVESfrequent/constant/repeated references He 
makes frequent references to Abraham Lincoln in his speeches.an occasional 

reference There are occasional references to the situation in Europe at the time the 
book was written.a direct/explicit/specific reference The title of the film is a direct 
reference to Shakespeare.a brief reference There is a brief reference to him in the 

introduction.a clear reference These comments were a clear reference to the war.a 
veiled/oblique reference (=one that is not direct, often when you are criticizing 
someone) He added, in an oblique reference to the US, that “some countries could do 

more to help”.an apparent reference (=used when saying who or what you think 
someone is referring to) Her remarks were an apparent reference to a famous murder 
case.a passing reference (=a quick reference that you make while you are talking 

about something else) The other scientists’ work received no more than a passing 
reference in his talk.VERBSmake reference to sth Official reports made no reference 

to the incident.PREPOSITIONSa reference to sth There are a lot of references 
to nature in Hughes’s poems.in a reference to sb/sth In a reference to recent events, 
the president said that the US was ready to deal with any terrorist threat.2. a letter 

containing information about whether you would be suitable for a job, place at 
university etc, written by someone who knows youVERBSgive sb a reference Simpson 
was given a great reference by her boss.write a reference I was asked 

to write a reference for a friend.get a reference He got a good reference from his 
previous employer.check/take up/follow up a reference We always check 
references before offering a job.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + referencea good/bad 

reference She came to the company with very good references.a glowing 
reference (=a very good one) Her employer gave her a glowing reference.a character 
reference (=about someone’s personal rather than professional qualities) He gave 

a character reference in court on John’s behalf. 

referendum /ˌrefəˈrendəm/ noun  a vote by all the people who live somewhere, 

in order to decide somethingADJECTIVESa national referendum The future of the 

monarchy should be determined in a national referendum.a constitutional 
referendum The draft constitution has been completed and the constitutional 
referendum will be held in May.a popular referendum He intends to submit this 

constitution to a popular referendum.VERBShold a referendum They want 
to hold a referendum on independence as soon as possible.vote in a referendum Only 
28 percent of the people voted in the referendum.win/lose a referendum The prime 

minister is confident of winning the referendum.put/submit sth to a 
referendum (=ask people to vote to decide something) The proposals will be put 
to a referendum.call for a referendum (=say that there should be one) He called 

for a referendum to decide the future of the island.call a referendum (=arrange for 
one to happen) They have agreed to call a national referendum on voting 
reform.referendum + NOUNSa referendum campaign The referendum campaign had 

been fiercely fought by both sides.the referendum result also the result of the 
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referendum The government had to accept the referendum result.PREPOSITIONSa 

referendum on sth I think there should be a referendum on the death penalty.by (a) 
referendum A new constitution was approved by referendum in December 1979.in a 

referendum The reforms were rejected in a referendum. 

refinery /rɪˈfaɪnəri/ noun  THESAURUS > factory 

reflection /rɪˈflekʃən/ noun  1. an image that you can see in a mirror, a glass, 

or waterVERBSsee sb’s/sth’s reflection You could see the reflection of the moon in 

the lake.look at your reflection I looked at my reflection in the 
mirror.examine/study your reflection She stopped 
to examine her reflection.admire your reflection (=look at it and think you look 

good) He admired his reflection in a shop window as he passed.PREPOSITIONSa 
reflection in sth He could see his reflection in the water.the reflection of sth I like 
the way the artist has painted the reflection of the boat.2. something that shows what 

something else is like, or that is a sign of a particular situationADJECTIVESan 
accurate/true reflection These reports were not an accurate reflection of people’s 
attitudes.a fair reflection (=reasonable and right) The score was 4–1, which was a fair 

reflection of the difference between the teams.a direct reflection This child’s 
behaviour is a direct reflection of its parents’ behaviour.a sad reflection The fact that 
nobody stopped to help her is a sad reflection on society.a pale reflection (=similar 

to, but not as good as, something else) The film is only a pale reflection of the 
book.PREPOSITIONSa reflection of sth His speech was an accurate reflection of the 
public mood.a reflection on sb/sth A student’s grades are not always a reflection 

on the teacher.3. careful thoughtADJECTIVESquiet reflection The gardens are a lovely 
place for quiet reflection.calm reflection They acted in a panic, without taking time 
for calm reflection.mature reflection On mature reflection we often change the 

opinions of our youth.theological/philosophical reflection He was a man of action, 
not much given to philosophical reflection.PREPOSITIONSon reflection also upon 
reflection formal (=after thinking carefully about it) On reflection, I realized I was 

wrong.PHRASESa moment’s reflection also a moment of reflection After a 
moment’s reflection, she had the answer. 

reform1 /rɪˈfɔːm $ -ɔːrm/ noun  a change or changes made to a system or 

organization in order to improve it GrammarReform can be used as a countable  

noun: a program of political reforms, or an uncountable noun: the need for  

political reform. ADJECTIVESpolitical/economic/social/legal reform The prime 

minister has promised to push ahead with economic reform.a major reform He called 

for a major reform of the drug laws.radical reform (=very big and important 
changes) The government adopted a policy of radical reform.fundamental 
reform (=changes to the most basic and important parts of something) Ministers are 

demanding fundamental reform of the EU’s agricultural policy.far-
reaching/sweeping/wide-ranging reforms (=that affect many things or have a 
great effect) The new government began a series of far-reaching reforms.a proposed 

reform Local councillors are angry about the proposed 
reforms.democratic/constitutional reform He stressed that democratic reform could 
not be achieved overnight.electoral reform (=of the voting system) The new 

government promised to look at electoral reform.NOUNS + reformtax reform The 
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proposals for tax reform met strong resistance.education/healthcare/welfare 

reform Teachers say the government’s education reforms are being pushed through 
too quickly.prison reform Elizabeth Fry campaigned in the 1800s for prison 

reform.immigration reform Democrats said they would push for immigration 
reform.VERBSmake/carry out reforms Reforms were made to the healthcare 
system.introduce reforms The new government plans 

to introduce political reforms.push through reforms (=make them happen as soon as 
you can) He has failed to push through much-needed economic reforms.implement 
reforms (=carry out planned reforms) Much will depend on how local 

managers implement the reforms.call for/demand reform Citizens demanded 
reform of the country’s police force.announce reforms Ms 
Howard announced sweeping reforms of the tax system.support reform Most 

voters support the reforms.oppose reform The armed forces 
will oppose any reforms to the constitution.achieve reform Political reform could easily 
be achieved.reform + NOUNSa reform programme BrE a reform 

program AmE The reform programme will cut the rail workforce by 15%.a reform 
package (=a reform programme) This will be the most comprehensive reform 
package yet.reform plans Under the reform plans, children would have to stay in 

school until the age of 17.reform proposals Further reform proposals were announced 
by the government.the reform process It was an important step 
in the democratic reform process.a reform bill The reform bill has won the support of 

President Obama.PREPOSITIONSreform of sth A reform of the legal system is much 
needed.PHRASESa package/programme of reforms A package of reforms was 
approved by the National Assembly on 12 April.sth is in need of reform The criminal 

justice system is in need of reform.THESAURUS: reform→ change2 

reform2 verb  to change something in order to improve it, especially a law or 

systemADVERBScompletely/totally reform sth The health care system needs to 
be completely reformed.radically reform sth (=involving big and important 

changes) The Dutch government intends to radically reform the country’s existing 
system of road tax.drastically reform sth (=in an extreme and sudden way) This law 
was designed to drastically reform the credit card industry and to protect 

consumers.fundamentally reform sth (=involving the most basic and important parts 
of something) Parliament must be fundamentally reformed.NOUNSreform a law The 
government is planning to reform the tax laws.reform a system There is an urgent 

need to reform the pension system.PHRASESattempts to reform sth This chapter 
deals with the social security system and attempts to reform it.the need to reform 
sth Recent political debate has focussed on the need to reform the civil 

service.THESAURUS: reform→ change1 (2)  

refugee /ˌrefjʊˈdʒiː/ noun  someone who has been forced to leave their country, 

especially during a war, or for political or religious reasonsADJECTIVESa political 

refugee He is a political refugee who has reason to fear persecution.a genuine 
refugee They were accepted as genuine refugees and granted permission to stay.a 
war refugee The nation opened its borders to war refugees from neighbouring 

states.environmental refugees (=escaping bad environmental 
conditions) Environmental refugees will move north because of drought in southern 
areas.VERBSrefugees flee sth/somewhere More than 7,000 refugees have fled the 

fighting. | Thousands of refugees fled south.refugees pour/flood/stream 
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somewhere (=go there in large numbers) Refugees began pouring across the 

border.refugees arrive Refugees were arriving in Kenya at the rate of 2,800 a 
day.refugees settle somewhere Refugees from France settled here in the eighteenth 

century.refugees return Hundreds of refugees have returned to their homeland in the 
past month.accept/take in refugees The government has said it will accept around 
4,000 refugees.help refugees The charity helps refugees.refugee + NOUNSa refugee 

camp The family are now living in a refugee camp in Pakistan.a refugee 
problem/crisis The civil war has created an enormous refugee crisis on the 
border.refugee children Many British families took in refugee children.refugee 

status They did not qualify for refugee status.PREPOSITIONSa refugee from sth Her 
father was a refugee from the war in Afghanistan.PHRASESa flood/influx of 
refugees (=the sudden arrival of a large number of refugees) The flood of refugees is 

creating problems for neighbouring countries. | Australian immigration authorities are 
preparing for another major influx of refugees.the flow of refugees The flow of 
refugees attempting to reach the USA by boat had increased. 

refund /ˈriːfʌnd/ noun  an amount of money you have paid that is given back to 

youADJECTIVESa full refund If the show is cancelled, you will get a full refund.a 
partial refund (=of part of your money) Since the train was an hour late, you are 

entitled to a partial refund.an immediate refund Why can’t they give me 
an immediate refund?VERBSask for a refund/claim a refund also request a 
refund formal Fill in this form to claim a refund.demand a refund The customer was 

furious and demanded a refund.give sb a refund The company agreed to give him 
a refund of $20.make a refund They agreed to make refunds to customers whose 
internet service had been interrupted.offer sb a refund You should have 

been offered a refund.get/receive/obtain a refund Customers who return faulty 
shoes will get a refund. | Anyone wishing to obtain a refund should call this 
number. | You have the right to cancel the holiday and receive a refund.be entitled to 

a refund (=you have a right to ask for one) If the goods are faulty, you are entitled 
to a refund.NOUNS + refunda cash refund I was given a voucher, not a cash refund.a 
tax refund They will get a tax refund of $1,600 this year.PREPOSITIONSa refund for 

sth Does the airline offer refunds for canceled flights?a refund on sth I tried to get 
a refund on the ticket.a refund of sth You are entitled to a full refund of your money. 

refusal /rɪˈfjuːzəl/ noun  the act of saying firmly that you will not do, give, or 

accept somethingADJECTIVESa stubborn/obstinate/wilful refusal (=one that other 
people think is unreasonable) Her stubborn refusal to admit the truth made him 
angry.a blunt refusal (=honest and direct but likely to upset someone) They were 

offended by his blunt refusal to help.a polite refusal My request was met with a polite 
refusal.a flat/outright/point-blank refusal (=definite, direct, and without giving a 
reason) We were met with a point-blank refusal to discuss the issue. | She had not 

anticipated a flat refusal.a steadfast refusal (=continuing refusal, even though other 
people try to persuade you) The company’s steadfast refusal to apologize shocked 
many people.continued/persistent/repeated refusal The government’s continued 

refusal to hold an inquiry raises suspicions.VERBSmeet with a refusal (=be 
refused) Her request for help met with a refusal.PREPOSITIONSrefusal of sth Her 
friends couldn’t understand her refusal of their offer.a refusal by sb The refusal by a 

patient to have a particular treatment can cause problems for doctors. 
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regain /rɪˈɡeɪn/ verb  to get something back that you have lost, especially an 

ability or qualityNOUNSregain control Government forces have regained control of the 
city.regain power The central issue facing the Labour Party is how to regain 
power.regain consciousness (=wake up after being unconscious) The man died three 

days later without regaining consciousness.regain your balance (=become steady 
again after nearly falling) She staggered a little before regaining her balance.regain 
your composure (=become calm again) Dieter paused for a few moments to regain 

his composure.regain your strength/health First he must rest and regain his 
strength.regain confidence The team struggled to regain confidence.regain sb’s 
trust The party needs to regain the trust of voters.regain the lead (=start leading 

again in a race etc) Hamilton regained the lead in the drivers’ championship.regain the 
title (=win a competition again) She regained the title by beating Williams 6–3 in the 
final set.regain the initiative (=get back into a position in which you are controlling a 

situation) In the months that followed, the government gradually regained the 
initiative.regain the use of your arms/legs etc (=be able to move them again 
following an accident etc) Doctors don’t know if he will ever regain the use of his 

legs.ADVERBSquickly regain sth For a second she looked stunned but quickly 
regained her composure.gradually/slowly regain sth She is gradually 

regaining strength after her illness.eventually regain sth He was paralysed at first 
but eventually regained the use of his arms and legs. 

regard /rɪˈɡɑːd $ -ɑːrd/ noun  1. respect and admiration for someone or 

somethingADJECTIVEShigh/great/considerable regard (=you think someone or 

something is good) The players have a considerable regard for their manager. | He 
had considerable regard for his fellow-poet.low regard (=you do not think someone or 
something is good) He has a very low regard for his opponent.mutual regard (=which 

people feel for each other) There seems to have been a genuine mutual regard between 
the two leaders.VERBShave a high/low etc regard for sb/sth (=you think they are 
very good, bad etc) I have the highest regard for my colleagues. | The fans had a low 

regard for the other team and were expecting an easy victory.hold sb/sth in 
high/low etc regard (=you think they are very good, bad etc) His work is held in high 
regard by many scientists. | The team were held in low regard.PREPOSITIONSregard 

for sb/sth She had a particular regard for Eliot because of his expertise.2. attention or 
consideration that is shown towards someone or somethingADJECTIVESdue/proper 

regard formal (=giving proper attention to something) The aim is to get the job done 
as cheaply as possible, with due regard to high standards.little regard (=not enough 
regard) He worked too hard, and had too little regard for his own health.scant 

regard (=very little regard) Should we sell arms to countries who show scant 
regard for human rights?no regard The decision was made with no regard for the 
families still living on the estate.VERBShave no/little regard for sth Some 

drivers have no regard for other road users.show regard for 
sth She showed no regard for her mother’s feelings.pay regard to sth The architect 
who designed the building paid too little regard to its function.have regard to 

sth formal The court must have particular regard to the needs of the 
child.PREPOSITIONSwithout regard to sth All students must have access to quality 
education without regard to wealth or social class. 

regime AC /reɪˈʒiːm/ noun  1. a government, especially one that was not elected 

fairly or that you disapprove ofADJECTIVESa political regime All political 
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regimes attempt to manipulate the media.a military regime The military 

regime arrested anyone who dared to speak against it.a totalitarian regime (=in 
which people are totally controlled by a government that is not elected) Totalitarian 

regimes ban books they disapprove of.an authoritarian regime (=with very strong 
control) The authoritarian regimes of eastern Europe were replaced by democratically 
elected governments.an oppressive/repressive regime (=powerful, cruel, and 

unfair) The country was in the grip of an oppressive regime.a brutal regime (=cruel 
and violent) Many asylum seekers have fled from brutal regimes.a corrupt 
regime (=dishonest) Much of the aid was used to finance a corrupt regime.a 

communist regime It was the first meeting since the collapse of communist 
regimes in eastern Europe.a fascist regime They moved to escape Mussolini’s fascist 
regime in Italy.a democratic regime A democratic regime was re-established in 

Germany after the second world war.VERBSoverthrow/topple a regime (=remove it 
from power) In 1979, Tanzanian forces overthrew the regime of Ugandan dictator Idi 
Amin.oppose a regime People who opposed the regime were executed.establish a 

regime On 1 August 1920, a Bolshevik regime was established.a regime comes to 
power He criticised European leaders for supporting a regime that came to 
power through violence.a regime collapses/falls (=loses 

power) Authoritarian regimes tend to collapse in times of economic hardship.regime + 

NOUNSregime change They hoped the war would lead to regime 
change.PREPOSITIONSunder a regime Many people were imprisoned in labour 

camps under Stalin’s regime.2. a particular system or set of rules for doing 
somethingVERBSintroduce/establish a regime (=start to use it) A new 
security regime has been introduced.impose a regime As a nanny, she imposed a 

strict regime on all the children in her care.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + regimea strict 
regime The school has a very strict regime.a regulatory regime The regulatory 
regime does too little to protect consumers.a tax regime The tax regime favours 

married couples.an exercise/training/fitness regime Her exercise regime involves 
training at the gym every day. 

region AC /ˈriːdʒən/ noun [C]  a large area of a country or of the 

worldADJECTIVESthe whole/entire region There was heavy snow throughout the 
entire region.the northern/southern etc region The animal lives mainly in the 
northern region of the country.surrounding regions There was also some flooding in 

surrounding regions.a neighbouring region BrE a neighboring region AmE (=next 
to a country) The war might spread to neighbouring regions.the central region They 
live in the mountainous central region of Italy.coastal regions The storm caused most 

damage in coastal regions.a remote region (=far away) The family lives in a remote 
region of China.NOUNS + regiona border region Enemy troops continued to occupy 
the border region.a desert region These plants grow in the desert regions of North 

America.PREPOSITIONSin a region These conditions are found particularly in the 
southern regions of the country.across/throughout a region The problem is affecting 
farms throughout the entire region.VERBSlive in a region also inhabit a 

region formal The film is about the wildlife that inhabits the region.THESAURUS: 

region→ area (1)  

register1 /ˈredʒɪstə $ -ər/ noun  an official list or recordADJECTIVESa national 

register The building is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.a public 
register If you are worried about your name appearing on the public register, you 
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should contact your local council.an official register There is no official register of 

ancient trees in the UK.a central register The central register of births, deaths, and 
marriages was begun on 1st July 1837.the electoral register (=the list of people who 

can vote) His name was missing from the electoral register.VERBSkeep/maintain a 
register Every company must keep a register of its directors.compile/create a 
register We have compiled a register of the data we have received.set up a 

register The council is setting up a register of people who are willing to give dogs a 
home.remove sb/sth from a register Her name was removed from the 
register.strike sb off the register (=take someone’s name off the list of people who 

are allowed to do a job) The number of nurses struck off the register for professional 
misconduct rose by 50% last year.call the register BrE (=read out the list of the 
students in a class, to check if they are there) The teacher always calls the register at 

the beginning of the day.PREPOSITIONSa register of sb/sth The hospital keeps a 
register of patients.on a register The bank has more than two million private 
shareholders on its register. 

register2 AC verb  to put your name or other information on an official 

listADVERBSofficially/formally register sth The number of officially registered cases 

of the disease has gone down. | You have to formally register the name of the 
website.NOUNSregister a complaint/protest/objection if you wish to register a 
complaint, you should contact the following address.register a 

death/birth/marriage The most difficult thing was going 
to register his death.register your intention to do sth He has registered his intention 
to stand for mayor.register an interest in sth (=say officially that you want to do 

something) Several companies have registered an interest in buying the land.register 
a domain name You can register the domain name without creating the 
website.PREPOSITIONSregister for sth Students spend the first few days registering 

for courses.register with sb Have you registered with a dentist yet?be registered as 
sth The club is registered as a charity.register at sth He attempted to register at the 
university but was turned away. 

registration AC /ˌredʒəˈstreɪʃən, ˌredʒɪˈstreɪʃən/ noun  the act of putting your 

name or other details on an official listADJECTIVES/NOUNS + registrationonline 
registration Online registration has made the process much faster.voter 

registration The aim is to increase voter registration.student registration There’s a 
new system of student registration by phone.registration + NOUNSa registration 
form In order to join the course, you need to fill out a registration form.registration 

documents He didn’t have all the necessary registration documents.registration 
requirements People need clear information on registration requirements.a 
registration fee There is a small registration fee for students.the registration 

process The lengthy registration process is very frustrating.the registration 
period Unfortunately he applied after the registration period.the registration 
deadline (=the time when you must have registered) They’ve set a registration 

deadline of March 29th.VERBScomplete sb’s registration You receive the card when 
you complete registration.process sb’s registration The council failed 
to process my registration properly.apply for registration To apply for registration, 

you must first complete the form.cancel sb’s registration The college decided 
to cancel his registration.PREPOSITIONSregistration for sth An official refused to 
accept my registration for the race.PHRASESbe exempt from registration (=you do 

not have to register) Companies like these are exempt from registration. 
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regret1 /rɪˈɡret/ verb  to feel sorry that something has happened, especially 

something that you have said or doneADVERBSdeeply/greatly regret sth I deeply 
regretted what had happened.bitterly regret sth (=with a feeling of great 
sadness) I bitterly regret my decision to leave.sincerely regret sth The 

airline sincerely regrets any delays to passengers.very much regret sth We very 
much regret that there will be job losses.instantly/immediately regret sth I agreed 
to go, then instantly regretted it.soon regret sth Lear soon regretted his 

decision.later regret sth Don’t rush into a decision that you may later 
regret.NOUNSregret a decision Moving to New Zealand was a big change, but I have 
never regretted my decision.regret a choice It started to rain, and I 

soon regretted my choice of clothing.regret an incident He was ashamed and 
deeply regretted the incident.regret an error/mistake The 
newspaper regrets the error.regret your words/actions As soon as she had spoken 

she regretted her words.PHRASESlive to regret sth (=regret it in the future) If you 
don’t go, you may live to regret it.regret the fact that The old man regretted the fact 
that he hadn’t travelled much when he was younger.begin to regret sth Ella 

was beginning to regret having been so rude to Carla. 

regret2 /rɪˈgret/ noun  sadness that you feel about something, especially 

because you wish it had not happenedADJECTIVESgreat/deep regret I accepted his 

resignation with great regret.bitter regret (=in which you feel very unhappy) After she 
left, I was filled with bitter regret.sb’s biggest/greatest regret Her biggest 
regret was not having children.sb’s only regret My only regret is that my parents did 

not live to see this day.sincere/genuine regret I’d like to express my sincere 
regret to the staff who have lost their jobs.VERBShave regrets I have absolutely 
no regrets about leaving.express regret The president expressed his regret at the 

deaths.PREPOSITIONSregret at/about/over sth I have no regrets about the decision 
I made.regret for sth He expressed regret for the pain he had caused his wife and 
family.to sb’s regret (=with the result that someone feels sad) I lost touch with her, 

much to my regret.with/without regret With regret, the prince and princess have 
decided to separate. | I want to be able to leave here without regret.PHRASESa sense 
of regret There is a sense of regret when he talks about his life.a pang/twinge/stab 

of regret literary (=sudden short feeling of regret) Kate watched her go with a pang of 
regret.no regrets (at all/whatsoever) No regrets. I made a lot of money, and it’s 

time to find something else to do with my life. 

regular /ˈreɡjələ, ˈreɡjʊlə $ -ər/ adjective  happening every hour, every week, 

every month etc, usually with the same amount of time in betweenNOUNSa regular 
meeting/session The company holds regular meetings with employees.regular 

exercise It is important to take regular exercise.a regular visitor/visit Father Poole 
had been a regular visitor every Sunday evening.a regular job (=not part-time or 
temporary) It’s time he got a regular job.PHRASESat regular intervals (=every few 

minutes, every hour, every month etc) Trains will run at regular intervals from 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.on a regular basis We hear from him on a regular basis.regular as 
clockwork (=always at the same time) He phones us every Sunday at six, regular as 

clockwork.sth is a regular feature of sth (=it often happens) Wildfires are a regular 
feature of Australia’s hot summers.sth is in regular use (=it is used often) The hall is 
still in regular use.be in regular contact with sb (=you often speak or write to 
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someone) She says she is in regular contact with Captain Bacci.slow and regular His 

breathing was slow and regular. 

regulation AC /ˌreɡjəˈleɪʃən, ˌreɡjʊˈleɪʃən/ noun  an official rule or 

order GrammarOften plural. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + regulationstrict/tough/tight 

regulations The regulations surrounding the handling of nuclear waste are 
very strict.government/federal regulations Small businesses are fed up 

with government regulations.current/existing regulations (=existing 
now) Under current regulations, baby food products cannot contain salt.statutory 
regulations (=that are fixed or controlled by law) All government agencies must 

meet statutory regulations on race and sex discrimination.safety 
regulations According to the safety regulations, a qualified electrician should install 
the lighting.fire regulations (=to prevent fires) Furniture in public buildings must 

comply with fire regulations.hygiene regulations (=to keep places clean and free 
from disease) The restaurant was closed down after it failed to meet the hygiene 
regulations.planning regulations (=relating to what buildings can be built in an 

area) All new houses must conform to planning regulations.building regulations The 
height of the building is controlled by the building regulations.environmental 
regulations The Bill contained tough new environmental regulations.VERBS 

+ regulationmeet/comply with/conform to a regulation (=obey it) Hotel kitchens 
must comply with these regulations.break a regulation also violate/breach a 
regulation formal (=not obey it) The penalties for breaking the regulations were 

severe.introduce/impose a regulation The local authority is introducing new 
planning regulations.make a regulation The agency has the power to make 
regulations.enforce a regulation (=make people obey it) Local councils should do 

more to enforce existing regulations on pollution.change a regulation There are plans 
to change the regulation because people think it is unfair.tighten a 
regulation (=make it stricter) The president is expected to announce new efforts 

to tighten gun-control regulations.relax a regulation (=make it less strict) He has 
voted in favor of relaxing environmental regulations.regulation + VERBSa regulation 
says sth The regulations say that the carrots should be more than 2 cm wide.a 

regulation stipulates sth (=says what must be done) The hospital regulations 
stipulate minimum staffing levels.a regulation requires sth The regulations 
require employers to keep detailed records of all employees.a regulation 

prevents/prohibits sth Regulations prohibit train crews from working more than 12 
hours at a time.a regulation applies to sth The regulations apply to all new 
buildings.the regulations governing sth (=which control it) There are regulations 

governing the safety of toys.regulations allow sth Federal regulations allow pilots to 
fly 1,000 hours annually.PREPOSITIONSregulations on sth New regulations on imports 

were introduced.a regulation about/concerning sth A regulation controlling the flow 
of personal information over telephones and the internet will start in February.a 
regulation against sth I’m not sure you’re allowed to make cheese without a license 

– there’s a regulation against it.under regulations Under the new regulations, all staff 
must have safety training.PHRASESrules and regulations She felt that the club had 
too many rules and regulations.in accordance with the regulations formal (=in a 

way that meets regulations) Such claims will be processed in accordance with the 
regulations. 
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reject AC /rɪˈdʒekt/ verb  to refuse to accept, believe in, or agree with 

somethingADVERBSreject sth outright (=completely) He has not rejected the 
idea outright.totally reject sth My client totally rejects the 
accusations.categorically/unequivocally reject sth (=in a definite way, leaving no 

doubt) We categorically reject the claims made in the press.firmly reject sth The 
British proposals were firmly rejected by other EU countries.flatly reject sth (=in a 
firm and definite way) Ministers have flatly rejected the rebels’ demands.unanimously 

reject sth (=when all members of a group reject something) The board unanimously 
rejected the proposal.decisively reject sth (=when most members of a group reject 
something) Republican senators decisively rejected the president’s proposed 

budget.repeatedly reject sth (=reject it several times) The government 
has repeatedly rejected calls for lower taxes.PREPOSITIONSreject sth as... The site 
has been rejected as unsuitable for a large sporting competition.PHRASESvote to 

reject sth Workers have voted to reject calls to end their six-week strike.urge sb to 
reject sth We urge the committee to reject any further appeals for changes to the 
rules. 

related /rɪˈleɪtəd, rɪˈleɪtɪd/ adjective  1. things that are related are connected in 

some wayADVERBSclosely related I want to focus on a small number of closely 
related questions.strongly related People’s occupations are strongly related to their 

level of education.intimately related (=very closely related) Learning to read and 
learning to write are intimately related.directly/indirectly related A number of 
illnesses are directly related to poverty.loosely related (=not closely related) The 

article is simply a series of loosely related ideas.inversely related formal (=related so 
that when one is large, the other is small) The demand for bank lending is inversely 
related to the rate of interest charged.semantically related (=with meanings that are 

connected) A computer program cannot identify words that are semantically 
related.PREPOSITIONSrelated to sth Hard work is not always related to high 

income.THESAURUS: relatedconnectedConnected means the same as related,  

but is not used before a noun:The words are closely connected with each other. | The 

two problems are connected.linkedhaving a direct connection – often used when one 

thing is the cause of the other:Skin cancer is directly linked to sun exposure and 

damage. | Two closely linked factors produced this  

result.interrelated/interconnectedused about two or more things that are 

connected with each other and affect each other in a complicated series of ways:The 

various parts of society are closely interrelated. | The book consists of a series of  

interconnected essays.interdependentused about two or more things, countries,  

people etc that depend on each other, and cannot exist or continue without each  

other:The two countries’ economies have become increasingly  

interdependent. | interdependent relationships between species | Darwin said that all  

life on Earth is interdependent.relevantrelated to what is being discussed or to a  

particular area of activity:The exam tests the way you select and organize  

information relevant to the question. | Applicants should have several years’ relevant  

experience.be bound up with sthto be very closely connected – used about two 
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things that need to be considered together:The history of the city has long been bound 

up with the sea. | Your professional development is closely bound up with personal  

growth.2. people who are related belong to the same familyADVERBSclosely 

related (=brother and sister, father and son, mother and daughter etc) Even people 
who are closely related can have very different tastes.distantly related (=not closely 
related, but having the same grandparents, great grandparents etc) She is distantly 

related to the prime minister.related biologically She calls him her father, although 
they are not related biologically.PREPOSITIONSrelated to sb I discovered that I was 
distantly related to Jane Austen.PHRASESrelated by marriage He is my brother-in-

law, so we are only related by marriage.related by birth People who are related by 
birth usually look like each other at least a little. 

relation /rɪˈleɪʃən/ noun  1. the relationship between people, organizations, and 

countries GrammarAlways plural in this meaning. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + relationclose 

relations The university has close relations with local companies.good/friendly 
relations He had begun to establish friendly relations with the other 

workers. | Relations between neighbours on the estate are very good.strained 
relations (=not good) The strained relations between Russia and Japan became even 
worse.race relations (=between people of different races) Race relations are good in 

this area.industrial relations also labour relations BrE labor 
relations AmE (=between managers and workers) Industrial relations have improved, 
and there have been no more strikes.diplomatic/international/foreign 

relations (=between countries) By then, Canada and Britain had established diplomatic 
relations with North Korea. | The president’s visit will be good for international 
relations.community relations (=between different groups in society) Two police 

officers are responsible for community relations in the area.customer 
relations (=between a company and its customers) All staff have training in customer 
relations.public relations (=between an organization and the public) The affair was 

disastrous in terms of public relations.VERBShave ... relations Britain and the US have 
had friendly relations for a very long time.enjoy good/close etc relations (=have 
good, close etc relations) For years, the company enjoyed good relations with its 

workers.break off/sever relations (=end them) The US broke off all relations with 
Cuba. | Britain threatened to break off diplomatic relations with the 
regime.establish/develop relations The company has tried to establish relations with 

several universities.maintain relations The Indian government wants 
to maintain good relations with China.restore/resume relations (=begin them again 
after they were stopped or interrupted) Britain agreed to restore full 

diplomatic relations with Libya.improve relations In his speech, he emphasized the 
need to improve relations with neighbouring countries.strain/sour relations (=make 

them less friendly) The dispute has soured relations between the two 
countries.relations improve Relations between us 
have improved significantly.relations deteriorate (=they get worse) Relations 

deteriorated and they refused to speak to each other.PREPOSITIONSrelations with 
sb His relations with his family were never very good.relations between sb (and 
sb) Relations between the two countries have improved recently. | Relations 

between workers and management are generally good.relations among sb There are 
excellent relations among the workers.2. a member of your familyADJECTIVES/NOUNS 
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+ relationa close relation (=a brother, parent, aunt etc) Her son is her only close 

relation who is still alive.a distant relation (=one who is not close) He was 
some distant relation of the King of Spain.a blood relation (=one related by birth not 

marriage) Harry and I are not blood relations – I’m married to his 
brother.PREPOSITIONSa relation to sb What relation are you to Jessica?PHRASESno 
relation (=used for saying someone is not related to another person) Mark Knight 

works for Sharon Knight (no relation).a relation by marriage She’s a relation by 
marriage because she married my cousin.friends and relations We miss our friends 
and relations in the UK.3. a connection between thingsADJECTIVESa close 

relation Business and technology have a close relation with each other.a direct 
relation There is no longer a direct relation between the cost of a product and its 
quality.a possible relation He wrote about smoking and its possible relation with lung 

cancer.a causal relation formal (=between one thing and the thing that causes it) Is 
there a causal relation between exercise and sleep?PREPOSITIONSsth’s relation to 
sth It’s an article on emotional well-being and its relation to health.the relation 

between sth (and sth) The relation between mind and body is important in 
philosophy.in relation to sth formal (=when compared with something) Women’s 
earnings are still low in relation to men’s.PHRASEShave/bear no relation to 

sth (=not be connected to something) These theories bear no relation to what children 
are really like.have/bear little relation to sth The story bears little relation 
to historical fact. 

relationship /rɪˈleɪʃənʃɪp/ noun  1. the way in which people behave towards 

each otherADJECTIVES/NOUNS + relationshipa good/great relationship Over the 
years, we’ve developed a good relationship.a close relationship Laura had a 

very close relationship with her grandmother.a friendly relationship also a 
harmonious relationship formal My friendly relationship with Scott’s family continued 
after his death.a strong relationship Our relationship is strong enough to survive 

anything.a special relationship (=a particularly close relationship) I did not want to 
risk losing this special relationship we shared.a supportive relationship People who 
lack supportive relationships may be at risk of depression.a love–hate 

relationship (=when someone both likes and dislikes someone else) The local people 
have a love–hate relationship with tourists.family relationships Travelling a lot for 
business can strain family relationships.human relationships Human 

relationships fascinate me.a personal relationship Drinking affects personal 
relationships.a working relationship (=a relationship appropriate for people who 
work together) She’s a fine actress and we developed a great working relationship.a 

social relationship He is not very good at forming social relationships.a 
business/professional relationship Both companies want to continue their business 
relationship into the future.the doctor-patient/parent-child/teacher-student etc 

relationship Problems between adults can also harm the developing parent-child 
relationship.VERBShave/enjoy a relationship We’ve always had 
a good relationship with our neighbours.develop/form/build a relationship By that 

age, children start developing relationships outside the family.make relationships I 
found it hard to make new relationships.establish a relationship A shopkeeper needs 
to establish a friendly relationship with his customers.forge a relationship (=develop 

a strong relationship) We want to forge closer relationships with our allies.maintain a 
relationship The US government is keen to maintain good relationships with all 
countries in the region.cement a relationship (=make it firm and strong) We want 
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to cement relationships with other clubs in the area.damage/undermine a 

relationship We don’t want to risk undermining the good relationship between 
different faith communities here.PREPOSITIONSa relationship between sb (and 

sb) The relationships between pupils and teachers are excellent.a relationship with 
sb The company has always had a good relationship with the media.a relationship of 
trust/confidence/respect etc It’s important that a relationship of trust exists 

between workers and managers.THESAURUS: relationshipaffaira secret sexual  

relationship between two people, when one or both of them is married to someone 

else:I had no idea that Mike was having an affair with Carolyn! | The affair had been 

going on for years before her husband found out. | Burton had been involved in an  

affair with a woman who ended up taking most of his money.flinga short and not very  

serious relationship:They had a fling years ago. | Yes, I did go out with him, but it was  

just a short fling. | She wasn’t interested in anything more than a casual fling. | She 

left her husband after she learned about his fling with an exotic dancer.romancean 

exciting and often short relationship between two people who feel very much in love 

with each other:It was a beautiful summer romance, but they knew it couldn’t  

last. | Richard and Penny had made no great secret of their romance, even though  

they were both married. | My romance with Lois did not survive our high school  

graduation.2. the way in which things are connected and affect each otherADJECTIVESa 

close relationship There is a close relationship between drugs and crime.a 

strong/significant relationship Studies show a significant relationship between 
smoking and heart disease.a direct relationship There is a direct relationship between 
the demand for a particular product and its price.an inverse 

relationship formal (= when one is great, the other is small) There seems to be 
an inverse relationship between the amount of advice that a parent gives and a child’s 
willingness to listen.a causal relationship formal (=when one thing causes 

another) There is no causal relationship between the age of the mother and these birth 
defects.VERBShave/bear a relationship (to sth) The allegations bore no relationship 
to the facts.establish/discover a relationship (=prove that it exists) The book tries 

to establish a relationship between the war and social conditions in 
Europe.explore/examine/investigate a relationship (=consider or discuss it) The 
next chapter explores the relationship between China’s history and its current economic 

success.there is a relationship/a relationship exists No relationship exists between 
the size of the prison population and the level of crime.a relationship 
emerges (=people realize that it exists) If we look at these figures, a close relationship 

emerges between work done and profit earned.PREPOSITIONSa relationship to sth I 
considered students’ patterns of study and their relationship to exam performance.a 
relationship between sth (and sth) In this programme, we look at the relationship 

between food and health.3. a friendship between people who love or like each other 
very muchADJECTIVESa serious/steady/long-term relationship (=one that lasts a 
long time) It was her first serious relationship.a sexual relationship He admitted 

having a sexual relationship with a patient.a stormy/turbulent relationship (=one 
that involves many arguments) The singer had a stormy relationship with her boyfriend 
and they split up several times.a loving relationship (=in which people love each 

other) They had a warm loving relationship.an on-off relationship (=existing 
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sometimes and not at other times) Details of their on-off relationship appeared in all 

the newspapers.VERBSend a relationship also break off a relationship She was very 
upset when he ended their relationship.start/begin a relationship I’m in no hurry 

to start another relationship.a relationship ends/fails also a relationship breaks 
up/down She moved to a different city and the relationship ended soon 
after.PREPOSITIONSa relationship with sb She’s the actress who had a relationship 

with the president.be in a relationship (=have a relationship with each other) Even 
their closest friends didn’t know they were in a relationship. 

relative /ˈrelətɪv/ noun  a member of your familyADJECTIVES/NOUNS + relativea 

close relative (=a brother, parent, aunt etc) He lost several close relatives in the 

war.a distant relative She claims to be a distant relative of the Queen.a blood 
relative (=one related by birth, not marriage) The doctors need cells from a blood 
relative of the patient.a living/surviving relative She has no living relatives.an 

elderly relative He spends Sundays visiting elderly relatives.PHRASESa relative by 
marriage My uncle’s wife is a relative by marriage.friends and relatives About 35 

close friends and relatives attended the wedding.THESAURUS: relativerelationa 

member of your family. Relation means the same as relative. It is often used when 

talking about whether someone is in the same family as another person:Big cities can 

be lonely places if you have no friends or relations there. | “What relation is she to  

you?” “She’s my half sister.” | He’s no relation to the singer.descendantsomeone who 

is a family member of a person who lived and died a long time ago, for example the 

great-grandchild of that person:The people are the descendants of slaves who were 

brought over from Africa.ancestora member of your family who lived a long time ago,  

especially hundreds of years ago:My ancestors originally came from 

Ireland.forefathers especially writtenpeople in your family who lived a long time ago –  

often used in historical descriptions:His forefathers came to America over a century  

ago.extended familya family group that consists not only of parents and children, but  

also includes grandparents, aunts etc:Extended families rarely live together in Britain,  

but they are still important.folks especially AmE informalyour family, especially your  

parents:Are you going to see your folks at Christmas?next of kinthe person or people  

who are most closely related to you, for example your husband or mother, and who 

need to be told if something serious happens to you:The next of kin must be notified of  

his death before his name is released to the press.  

relax AC /rɪˈlæks/ verb  to rest or do something that is enjoyable, especially after 

you have been working, or to make someone feel relaxedPHRASESsit down and 
relax I just want to sit down and relax.help sb to relax She sometimes drinks a 

couple of glasses of wine to help her relax.be unable to relax We won't be able to 
relax until we know he's safe.PREPOSITIONSrelax in/on sth In two weeks’ time I’ll be 
relaxing on a beach in Greece.relax in front of sth It's nice to be at home, relaxing in 

front of the television.relax with sb/sth In the evenings, I like to relax with some 

music and a good book.THESAURUS: relaxrestto stop working or stop being  

active, and sit down or lie down so that you become less tired:If you’re tired, we’ll stop  
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and rest for a while. | The doctor told me to take some time off work and try to  

rest.unwindto gradually relax after you have been working hard or feeling anxious:It  

had been a bad day and he just wanted to get home and unwind. | Set in spectacular  

countryside, the Shiga Hotel is the perfect place to unwind.take it easy/take things 

easyto relax and not do very much, especially after working very hard or being ill:Now 

that you’ve finished your exams, you can take it easy. | The doctor said he’ll have 

to take things easy for a while.put your feet up informalto rest for a short time after  

a tiring activity, especially by sitting with your feet resting on something:Kate poured 

herself a drink and put her feet up. | When you’re pregnant and doing a full-time job,  

you must find time to put your feet up.chill out/chill informalto relax completely, or  

stop worrying and getting annoyed about things – used mainly by young people:We 

spent the day chilling out by the pool. | Hey dude, chill out! It’s only a car! | It’s a  

great place to chill out. | Let’s go back to my place and chill.loosen up informalto  

become more relaxed and stop worrying about things:I keep telling Mum that  

she needs to loosen up a bit. | Tom had had a few drinks and was beginning to loosen 

up.put sb at ease/make sb feel at easeto make someone feel relaxed, especially in  

a situation in which they might feel a little nervous:A good interviewer will try to make 

you feel at ease. | His friendly manner always puts people at their ease.  

relaxation AC /ˌriːlækˈseɪʃən/ noun  1. a way of resting and enjoying 

yourselfADJECTIVEStotal/complete relaxation This quiet beach is the perfect place 
for total relaxation.deep relaxation You can achieve deep relaxation by closing your 

eyes and listening to some gentle music.general relaxation Massage is good 
for general relaxation.physical relaxation (=of the body) Having a warm bath often 
helps people to achieve a state of physical relaxation.mental relaxation (=of the 

mind) Deep breathing exercises can aid mental relaxation.relaxation + NOUNSa 
relaxation exercise Relaxation exercises can help if you suffer from stress.a 
relaxation technique I’ve been learning some relaxation techniques.relaxation 

time Everyone needs some relaxation time during the day.relaxation 
therapy (=medical treatment that involves helping people to relax) Relaxation 
therapy is useful if you have difficulty sleeping.NOUNS + relaxationmuscle 

relaxation An important benefit of exercise is muscle relaxation.VERBSaid/promote 
relaxation (=help you to relax) Many people do yoga to aid 
relaxation.PREPOSITIONSfor relaxation I play the piano for relaxation.PHRASESa state 

of relaxation Meditation aims to put you into a state of relaxation.rest and 
relaxation You should arrange time for rest and relaxation during your trip.2. the act 
of making laws, rules, or standards less strictPHRASESrelaxation of a 

rule/law The relaxation of the rule would have a direct effect on students.relaxation 
of/in restrictions There has been further relaxation 
in advertising restrictions.relaxation of/in a ban (=when something is no longer 

prevented) The government is considering relaxation of the ban on rice 
imports.relaxation of/in sanctions (=when an official order or law stopping 
something, especially trade with another country, is made less strict) Leaders are 

willing to consider a gradual relaxation of sanctions.relaxation of/in 
controls A relaxation of government controls on the economy will increase borrowing 
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and spending.relaxation of/in standards Any relaxation of standards will lead to a 

poorer service.ADJECTIVESgradual relaxation (=a slow one) There has been a gradual 
relaxation of the rules about what students may wear at school.slight 

relaxation There was a slight relaxation of travel restrictions following the 
war.temporary relaxation The government is considering a temporary relaxation of 
the rules because of the unusual circumstances.general relaxation The party 

campaigned for a general relaxation of the tax rules for small 
businesses.PREPOSITIONSrelaxation of/in sth We don’t want any relaxation 
in current standards. 

relaxed /rɪˈlækst/ adjective  feeling calm, comfortable, and not worried or 

annoyedADVERBStotally relaxed Yoga helps you feel totally relaxed.fairly/pretty 
relaxed The atmosphere was fairly relaxed and everyone was in a good 
mood.VERBSfeel relaxed I felt more relaxed after my holiday.appear/seem/look 

relaxed At the start of the meeting she appeared confident and relaxed.NOUNSa 
relaxed atmosphere/mood The hotel has a friendly relaxed atmosphere.a relaxed 
attitude/manner/approach The local people have a relaxed attitude to 

life.PREPOSITIONSrelaxed about sth I think I’m more relaxed about the idea of going 

on stage.THESAURUS: relaxedeasy-goingrelaxed and not getting annoyed or  

angry with people – used when this is a part of someone’s character. An easy-

going person likes to have good friendly relationships with other people, and is not  

strict about rules:Fred MacMurray was very easy-going and a pleasure to work  

with. | The hotel owner was an easy-going woman who let visitors come and go pretty  

well when they pleased. | The children were brought up in an easy-going atmosphere  

at home.laid-back informalrelaxed and not getting worried or annoyed about things –  

used when this is part of someone’s character. A laid-back person likes to take life  

slowly:He seemed like a cool laid-back kind of a guy. | Life on the farm was more laid-

back compared to life in the big city.comfortablefeeling happy and not worried about  

doing something, talking about something, or being with someone:The teachers  

were comfortable with the new technology and the students loved it. | Some female 

patients are not comfortable with the idea of seeing a male doctor. | This is an  

emotional issue, which most people aren’t comfortable talking about.at easefeeling  

relaxed in a situation – used especially when someone feels less worried than before,  

or when many other people would not feel relaxed in that situation:After a few weeks  

at college, I started to feel more at ease. | He looked completely at ease on a  

horse. | He was surprised to find himself so at ease with her father.feel at hometo  

feel relaxed in a place or with a person:I always felt at home in  

Tokyo. | He felt instantly at home with her.  

relaxing /rɪˈlæksɪŋ/ adjective  making you feel relaxedNOUNSa relaxing 

drink They were enjoying a relaxing drink on the terrace.a relaxing break also a 

relaxing holiday BrE a relaxing vacation AmE The hotel is perfect for a relaxing 
break.a relaxing atmosphere All our treatment rooms have been designed to provide 
a relaxing atmosphere.a relaxing evening/weekend I was looking forward to 

a relaxing evening at home.a relaxing experience Eating in a restaurant with young 
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children is not usually a relaxing experience.a relaxing massage/bath The pain can 

be soothed by a relaxing massage.a relaxing hobby Betty finds knitting a 
very relaxing hobby. 

release1 AC /rɪˈliːs/ verb  1. to let someone go free, after having kept them 

somewhereNOUNSrelease a prisoner/hostage/captive All the prisoners have 
been released.PREPOSITIONSbe released from sth He was released from jail 
yesterday.PHRASESbe released on bail (=be allowed to leave prison until a legal trial, 

if you pay money) He spent three months in custody before being released on bail.be 
released on parole (=be allowed to leave prison on the condition that you behave 
well) She was released on parole after serving two years in jail.release sb 

unharmed The hostages have been released unharmed.be released without 
charge (=be allowed to leave a police station without being accused of any crime) The 
man was interviewed by the police but was released without charge.2. to make 

something available to the publicADVERBSofficially/publicly release sth I can’t tell 
you any more until the details have been officially released.a newly released 
report/document etc Newly released documents reveal what really happened at the 

meeting.NOUNSrelease information Police did not release any information about the 
man’s injuries.release details The company has released details of its new product 

range.release results The results released yesterday were worse than 
expected.release figures/statistics New figures released today show that 
unemployment has risen by two per cent.release a statement The 

group released a statement denying that they were responsible for the attack.release 
a report/document Federal investigators released a report blaming the pilot for the 
fatal air crash.release an album/DVD/movie etc Her last hit movie was released in 

2009. 

release2 AC /rɪˈliːs/ noun  1. the act of allowing someone to leave somewhere 

and be free, after being kept in a place such as a prisonADJECTIVESimmediate 
release They are demanding the immediate release of the hostages.early release He 

may be able to apply for early release.unconditional release (=not limited by any 
demands) The president succeeded in obtaining the unconditional release of the 
soldiers.VERBScall for/demand sb’s release Human rights groups are calling for her 

release.order sb’s release The judge ordered the release of the two 
men.obtain/secure sb’s release (=succeed in getting it) The government attempted 

to secure the release of the journalist who had been put in prison.negotiate sb’s 
release (=discuss it in order to reach an agreement) He has been trying 
to negotiate the release of a captured soldier.release + NOUNSa release date The 

prisoner hasn’t been given a release date yet.PREPOSITIONSrelease from sth After 
his release from prison, he went to live with his mother.PHRASESbe/become eligible 
for release (=be allowed to go free) He will become eligible for release next year.2. a 

new film, piece of information, software etc that is available, or the act of making it 
availableADJECTIVESa new release The new release of this computer game includes 
some exciting features.the latest release Benson reviews the latest release by the 

band.a future release A future release of the software should resolve the problems 
which users have been having.official release The results are not due for official 
release until next week.commercial release (=one that is sold in large quantities in 

order to make a profit) This album was the singer’s first commercial release for more 
than twenty years.NOUNS + releasea news release In a news release, he described the 
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talks as successful.a press release (=an official statement giving information to the 

newspapers, radio, or television) The singer put out a press release denying the 
rumours.a DVD/CD etc release A DVD release of the film is long overdue.a 

product/album/software release He has reviewed the group’s latest album 
release.release + NOUNSa release date The movie’s release date is 7 May.PHRASESbe 
on general release (=be available to see in a cinema) The film is on general 

release from Friday.be scheduled for release The group’s first single is scheduled for 
release next week. 

relevance noun  if something has relevance, it is directly related to what you 

are discussing, to your situation, or to the things that you are interested 
inADJECTIVESgreat/considerable relevance His books still have great relevance to 
people living today.special/particular relevance They discussed issues that were 

of particular relevance to women.direct relevance His evidence is of direct 
relevance to this case.immediate relevance (=relevance to what you are dealing with 

now) In your essay you should stick to subjects that are of immediate 
relevance.little/no relevance Young people feel that politics has little relevance to 
them.limited relevance Her past experience only has limited relevance to her new 

job.continuing relevance The article examines the continuing relevance of trade 
unions to economic and social progress.VERBShave relevance These ancient stories 
still have relevance today.lose its relevance Is religion losing its relevance to modern 

society?doubt/question the relevance of sth People often question the relevance of 
studying subjects such as Latin and ancient Greek.emphasize/stress/highlight the 
relevance of sth She emphasized the relevance of art in people’s 

lives.PREPOSITIONSthe relevance of sth I was not sure about the relevance of his 
question.sth’s relevance to/for sb His writings still have relevance to people who live 
now.be of relevance to sb/sth I think this information may be of relevance 

to you.PHRASESin order of relevance (=with the most relevant one listed first) The 
websites are listed in order of relevance. 

relevant AC /ˈreləvənt, ˈrelɪvənt/ adjective  directly relating to the subject or 

problem being discussed or consideredADVERBSvery/highly relevant The lawyer 
argued in court that the evidence was highly relevant to the 
case.particularly/especially relevant Protecting the environment seems particularly 

relevant today, when everyone is worried about global warming.directly relevant She 
has a lot of experience which is directly relevant to her new job.potentially 
relevant (=possibly relevant) The data is potentially relevant to our research.still 

relevant His words are still relevant for people living in the modern world.no longer 
relevant Some people think that the church’s teachings are no longer 
relevant.politically/culturally/socially etc relevant Courses need to be culturally 

relevant to students’ lives.NOUNSrelevant experience For this job you need a degree 
and some relevant experience.relevant information/facts/data/material We have 
received all the relevant information. | This book will contain relevant material for your 

essay.relevant evidence All relevant evidence must be available to the court.a 
relevant question I’m not sure if that is a relevant question. | Questions should be 
brief and relevant.a relevant factor Age is a relevant factor to consider when choosing 

a party leader.a relevant document Relevant documents were presented in court.the 
relevant authorities/body/department You must send a copy of this document to 
the relevant authorities.relevant legislation (=relevant laws) The company must obey 

all the relevant legislation.the relevant time/period He had not been there at 
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the relevant time.PREPOSITIONSrelevant to sth Amir has a lot of experience that 

is relevant to this job.relevant for sb This information is particularly relevant for older 

people.THESAURUS: relevantpertinent formaldirectly relating to a subject or  

situation and important when considering it:The court should consider pertinent  

information contained in the report. | He asked me several very pertinent  

questions. | This issue seems highly pertinent.to the pointif something you say or  

write is to the point, it is directly connected to what is being discussed:Your notes  

should be brief and to the point. | The treatment is expensive and, more to the point,  

potentially dangerous.applicableif something is applicable to a particular person,  

group, or situation, it affects them or relates to them:These rules are applicable to all  

students.ANTONYMS → irrelevant 

reliable AC /rɪˈlaɪəbəl/ adjective  someone or something that is reliable can be 

trusted or depended onADVERBScompletely/totally reliable This method is not 
always completely reliable.very/highly/extremely reliable The pregnancy test 
is highly reliable.fairly/reasonably reliable The estimate is probably fairly 

reliable.sufficiently reliable (=reliable enough) We do not have sufficiently 
reliable data.NOUNSreliable information/data/figures etc Patients need reliable 
information about the different types of treatment available. | We have no reliable 

statistics on the country’s economy.reliable evidence There is no reliable evidence to 
support these claims.a reliable method/means/way/system Schools need 
a reliable way of measuring students’ progress. | Vaccination is the only reliable 

method of preventing this disease.a reliable indicator/guide Heart rate is the 
most reliable indicator of how hard your body is working.a reliable witness The judge 
said Bates wasn’t a reliable witness.a reliable source The information had come from 

a reliable source.a reliable estimate No one has achieved any reliable estimate of the 
scale of the problem.a reliable result The test kits are not accurate enough to 
give reliable results.a reliable service People living in the city want a reliable bus and 

train service.a reliable supply We are working to ensure that the area has 
a reliable electricity supply.PHRASESaccurate and reliable The information was 

believed to be accurate and reliable.fast/quick and reliable We provide a fast and 
reliable service for our customers.cheap and reliable Exercise is a cheap and 
reliable way of improving your health. 

reliance AC /rɪˈlaɪəns/ noun  when someone or something is dependent on 

someone or something elseADJECTIVESgreat/heavy reliance Our heavy reliance on 
oil is damaging the environment.increasing/growing reliance Increasing reliance on 
convenience food means that many people do not know how to 

cook.excessive/undue reliance (=too much reliance) Excessive reliance is placed on 
exams.total/exclusive/sole reliance The child is still at the stage of total reliance on 
the mother.VERBSplace reliance on sth You should not place too much reliance on 

these figures.increase/reduce reliance on sth We need to reduce our reliance on 
carbon fuels.PREPOSITIONSreliance on sb/sth The country’s reliance on foreign 
imports has increased. 

reliant AC /rɪˈlaɪənt/ adjective  depending a lot on someone or something for the 

things you needADVERBSvery/heavily/hugely reliant Japan is heavily reliant on 
foreign energy and imports nearly all of its oil.totally/completely/entirely 
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reliant She had no money, and was totally reliant on her parents.overly/excessively 

reliant (=too reliant) Students may become overly reliant on the internet and not use 
other resources.increasingly reliant She became increasingly reliant on her 

husband.less reliant His walking improved, and he became less reliant on his 
wheelchair.VERBSbecome reliant We have become very reliant on our cars.remain 
reliant The country remains heavily reliant on tourism.PREPOSITIONSreliant on 

sb/sth The global economy is increasingly reliant on electronic communications and 
information. 

relief /rɪˈliːf/ noun  1. a feeling of comfort when something frightening, worrying, 

or painful has ended or has not happenedADJECTIVESa 

great/enormous/tremendous relief It was a great relief when she returned safely.a 
welcome relief The holiday was a welcome relief from the pressure of 
work.VERBScome as a relief The court’s decision came as 

a huge relief.feel/experience relief I felt nothing but relief when the exams were 
over.give/bring sb relief It’s a painful injury, but the treatment has brought 
me some relief.provide/offer (sb) relief The cool house offered welcome relief from 

the blazing African sun.find/get relief The illness gives her constant pain but she 
can get some relief by taking a warm bath.relief floods through sb literary When she 

heard he was still alive, relief flooded through her.NOUNS + reliefpain relief (=medical 
treatment that reduces pain) She made a decision to refuse all pain relief during 
childbirth.PREPOSITIONSa relief to sb It was a great relief to him to see her looking so 

healthy.relief from sth Is there any treatment that can give him relief from the 
pain?PHRASESbreathe/heave a sigh of relief United fans breathed a huge sigh of 
relief as the shot went wide of the goal.a sense/feeling of relief She was filled with 

an overwhelming sense of relief.what a relief What a relief to be able to say what I 
really feel!such a relief It’s such a relief that my exams are over!to my relief (=used 
when something gives you a feeling of relief) We arrived at the hotel, which, to my 

relief, was actually clean and comfortable.2. money, food, clothes etc given to people 
who are poor or hungryNOUNS + reliefdisaster/emergency relief Our aim is to 
provide emergency relief to developing countries.famine/flood relief We donated 

$1,000 to the American Red Cross for flood relief.relief + NOUNSa relief 
agency/organization Relief agencies report that conditions in the country are 
terrible.relief supplies/aid US troops had helped distribute relief supplies to the 

refugees.relief efforts In areas severely affected by the earthquake, it is difficult to 
coordinate relief efforts.a relief operation UN officials accused the government of 
obstructing relief operations in the south of the country.a relief worker The relief 

workers bring in clean drinking water by tanker.relief work The charity raised over five 
million pounds for relief work.a relief convoy/flight A relief convoy of 10 trucks set 
off with food and medical supplies.VERBSsend relief The US government is sending 

relief to the area.give relief We feel that the British should be giving more relief to the 
victims.receive relief It is clear people in the disaster zone are 
not receiving enough relief. 

relieve /rɪˈliːv/ verb  to reduce someone’s pain or unpleasant 

feelingsNOUNSrelieve pain What’s the best way of relieving back pain?relieve 
stress/tension/anxiety They all laughed and it helped to relieve the tension. | You 

shouldn’t use alcohol to help relieve your stress. | We offer patients a gentle massage 
to help relieve anxiety.relieve the pressure on sb/sth The company hired more staff 
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to relieve the pressure on their employees.relieve the boredom/monotony Listening 

to music can help relieve the boredom of a long flight.relieve the symptoms Drinking 
plenty of water should help to relieve the symptoms.ADVERBSrelieve sth 

temporarily A mild painkiller will relieve the symptoms temporarily.PHRASEShelp (to) 
relieve sth Some gentle stretching can help relieve pain in the joints.be 
designed/intended to relieve sth These exercises are designed to relieve stiffness in 

the legs.THESAURUS: relieve→ reduce 

relieved /rɪˈliːvd/ adjective  feeling happy because you are no longer worried 

about somethingADVERBSgreatly/hugely relieved I was greatly relieved when he 

agreed to lend us the money.extremely/immensely relieved We were all immensely 
relieved when the exams were over.somewhat/rather relieved (=fairly relieved – 
often used when someone is actually very relieved) I was somewhat relieved to hear 

the wine was actually £10 a bottle, not £100.obviously/clearly/visibly relieved She 
was obviously relieved to have passed the test.mightily relieved (=greatly 
relieved) He was mightily relieved to hear that he was not losing his job.VERBSfeel 

relieved She was tired, and felt relieved when they all decided to go.sound/look 
relieved When we told her the good news, she looked relieved.PREPOSITIONSrelieved 
at sth We are relieved at the news that the arts centre is to remain open. 

religion /rɪˈlɪdʒən/ noun  a set of beliefs about God, and the ceremonies and 

customs that go with these beliefs. Also used when talking about all religions in 
generalADJECTIVES/NOUNS + religionthe Christian/Jewish/Hindu etc religion Some 

European philosophers rejected the Christian religion.a great religion Islam is one of 
the world’s great religions.the established religion In those days, most people 
followed the teachings of the established religion without question.the dominant 

religion (=the one that most people belong to) The dominant religion in the country is 
Buddhism.organized religion (=religion in which people follow the accepted beliefs 
and practices of the main world religions) People began turning away from organized 

religion.traditional religions According to many African traditional religions, demons 
are a source of illness and bad luck.orthodox religion (=which is based on the 
traditional beliefs and rules of a religion) The priests want everyone to follow the 

teachings of orthodox religion.VERBSbelong to a religion Everyone should be able to 
study here, no matter what religion they belong to.change your religion She told her 
parents that she was thinking of changing her religion.practise your 

religion BrE practice your religion AmE (=pray and take part in the ceremonies of 
your religion) In some countries, Christians are forbidden from practising their 
religion.spread a religion He feels his purpose in life is to spread the Christian 

religion.find religion (=start believing very strongly in a religion) While in jail, 
Belmontes found religion and his attitude changed completely.PHRASESfreedom of 
religion The US Constitution promises freedom of religion.followers of a 

religion (=people who believe in it) We should show respect towards followers of other 

religions.THESAURUS: religionfaitha religion, especially one of the large 

important world religions. Also used when talking about religious belief in general:The 

school welcomes children of all faiths. | His deep religious faith is very important to  

him.beliefthe act of believing in a god or gods, or the ideas that someone believes  

because of their religion:We all have the right to freedom of belief. | They were 
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persecuted because of their religious beliefs.denominationa religious group that has  

slightly different beliefs from other groups who belong to the same religion:The church  

is the largest Christian denomination in the United States.secta group of people who 

have their own set of religious beliefs and customs, especially a group that has  

separated from a larger group:He became a member of a Buddhist sect. | There are 

two sects in Islam – the Sunni and the Shi'a. | They belong to an obscure religious  

sect.the churchthe Christian religion in general:How great is the influence of the 

church in present-day society? | The church has a lot to say about this issue.the 

Catholic/Protestant etc church also Churchone of the separate groups within the 

Christian religion:the Methodist Churchcultan extreme religious group that is not part  

of an established religion – often used to show disapproval:The suicides have been 

linked to a strange religious cult. | Their son joined a cult in the US and they never saw 

him again.creed formalthe religion that you belong to, and the set of beliefs that you 

accept in order to belong to it – often used in phrases when saying that your religion  

should not affect how you are treated:There must be no discrimination because 

of race, colour, or creed. | You will be rewarded whatever your race or creed.faith  

community formala group of people who share the same religious beliefs – used 

especially in official contexts:The leaders of the different faith communities called for  

an end to the violence.  

religious /rɪˈlɪdʒəs/ adjective  1. relating to religionNOUNSreligious 

belief/faith It is important to respect other people’s religious beliefs.a religious 

leader Religious leaders called for the book to be banned.a religious 
group/minority The constitution guarantees the rights of religious minorities.a 
religious experience He claimed that he had some kind of religious 

experience.religious education Children receive classes in religious education at 
school.a religious ceremony The building was used for religious ceremonies.religious 
freedom The country has a very poor record on religious freedom and human 

rights.religious persecution/discrimination (=unkind or unfair treatment of people 
because of their religion) Many people moved to America in order to escape religious 
persecution.religious bigotry (=strong and unreasonable beliefs which cause someone 

to hate people who belong to a different religion) Religious bigotry has no place in the 
modern world.PHRASESfor religious reasons They don’t eat pork for religious 

reasons.THESAURUS: 

religiousspiritualneeds | values | dimension | life | journey | leaderrelating to  

matters of the human spirit, rather than the physical world:We tend to ignore people’s  

spiritual needs, and focus too much on material things. | Spiritual values are more 

important than material ones. | He is the spiritual leader of millions of  

people.holyBible | city | man | war | water | mountain | monthconnected with  

God and religion, and therefore treated in a special way:The words are written in  

the Holy Bible. | They went on a pilgrimage to the holy city of Mecca. | A Sadhu is a  

Hindu holy man. | They believe they are fighting a holy war. | The priest puts  
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some holy water on the child’s  

head.sacredplace | text | music | ritual | relic | flame | mountainconnected with  

God and religion, and therefore treated in a special way:This place is sacred to both  

Jews and Muslims. | the Hindu sacred texts | In India, cows are considered 

sacred.theologicalcollege | training | education | issue | debaterelating to the 

study of religion or to religious beliefs:After four years of theological college he wasn't  

at all certain of what he believed. | I've been very interested in theological debate 

about whether women should be able to become 

priests.secularsociety | state | country | government | ruler | authority | educa

tion | music | laws | matters | systemnot relating to religion or controlled by a  

religious authority:In the UK we live in a much more secular society. | He established 

Turkey's modern, secular government in 1923. | The choir sings both sacred and 

secular music.2. believing strongly in a religion and obeying its 

rulesADVERBSdeeply/devoutly religious (=very religious) My father was a deeply 
religious man. | Sir Isaac Newton was a devoutly religious man.NOUNSa religious 

man/woman/person/family Ted comes from a very religious 

family.THESAURUS: religiousdevouthaving a very strong belief in a religion:Her  

mother was a devout Catholic and she did not want her to get divorced. | Devout  

Muslims pray five times a day. | They are deeply devout and they always go to church  

every Sunday.orthodoxbelieving in the traditional beliefs, laws, and practices of a  

religion:He came from a family of orthodox Jews. | In the 1960s, many people started  

to turn away from orthodox religion.fundamentalist disapprovinghaving extreme 

traditional beliefs:Fundamentalist groups support suicide attacks on  

foreigners. | Some fundamentalist Christians object to stories such as ‘The Wizard of  

Oz’. | In some fundamentalist Islamic societies, girls are not allowed to go to  

school. Ways of saying that someone is not religiousAn atheist is someone who  

does not believe there is a God. An agnostic is someone who believes that people  

cannot know if God exists or not.  

relish /ˈrelɪʃ/ verb  THESAURUS > enjoy (1) 

reluctance AC /rɪˈlʌktəns/ noun  the feeling of not wanting to do 

somethingADJECTIVESgreat/deep/extreme reluctance I loved living in Japan and I 

left with great reluctance.considerable reluctance There was considerable 
reluctance to question the chairman’s judgment.marked reluctance (=great and 
noticeable) People showed a marked reluctance to accept that the situation was 

serious.obvious reluctance He accepted my decision, but with obvious 
reluctance.understandable/natural reluctance There is an understandable 
reluctance to talk about such terrible events.initial reluctance (=reluctance at the 

beginning, which goes away later) Despite some initial reluctance, the committee 
approved the plan.a certain reluctance He showed a certain reluctance to speak 
about his problems.growing reluctance There is a growing reluctance among banks to 
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lend money to businesses.VERBSovercome sb’s reluctance (=make yourself or 

another person do something, which you or they did not originally want to do) I worked 
hard to overcome the students’ reluctance to speak in class. | He soon overcame his 

initial reluctance to talk to the girls.show reluctance The government 
has shown great reluctance to deal with the problem.express reluctance The prime 
minister expressed his reluctance to take the country into another war.understand 

sb’s reluctance I can understand her reluctance to discuss such a private 
matter.PREPOSITIONSwith reluctance He agreed to come, but with great 
reluctance.reluctance among/by sb also reluctance on the part of sb There 

is reluctance on the part of teenagers to listen to any advice from an adult. 

reluctant /rɪˈlʌktənt/ adjective  not wanting to do 

somethingADVERBShighly/extremely reluctant His mother is extremely reluctant to 
lend him the money.initially reluctant/reluctant at first Kennedy was initially 

reluctant to support the proposal.understandably reluctant The old man 
is understandably reluctant to agree to sell the house he has lived in for 50 
years.strangely/curiously reluctant The local people seemed strangely reluctant to 

help us.VERBSseem/appear reluctant The politician appeared reluctant to answer any 
of the interviewer’s questions.feel reluctant Helen felt reluctant to criticize her 

parents.NOUNSreluctant acceptance/agreement She nodded her head in reluctant 
acceptance of the situation.reluctant admiration John could not help noticing, with 
reluctant admiration, that his opponent seemed much less frightened than he was.a 

reluctant participant He was a reluctant participant in the contest and had only 
agreed to take part at the last moment.a reluctant hero Ford play’s the part of the 
film’s reluctant hero.PHRASEScome to the reluctant conclusion that... They came to 

the reluctant conclusion that some workers would have to be made 

redundant.THESAURUS: reluctant→ unwilling  

rely on verb1. to need someone or something in order to do somethingADVERBSrely 

heavily on sb/sth (=a lot) The country’s economy continued to rely heavily on 
tourism.rely completely/entirely on sb/sth He relies on his wife completely.rely 

solely/exclusively on sb/sth (=only on someone or something) There are a lot of 
people who rely solely on money from the government in order to live.VERBSbe forced 
to rely on sb/sth We were forced to rely on other people to take us everywhere.tend 

to rely on sb/sth People tend to rely a lot on their cars when they live in the 
country.PREPOSITIONSrely on sb/sth for sth The villagers have to rely on the 
river for their water.2. to trust someone or somethingADVERBSrely on sb/sth 

completely It’s always good to know that there’s someone who you can rely on 
completely.you can safely rely on sb You can safely rely on him if you ever get into 

trouble.PHRASESsb can rely on sb/sth I knew I could rely on him.sb shouldn’t rely 
on sb/sth You shouldn’t rely on everything you read in the newspapers. 

remains /rɪˈmeɪnz/ noun  the parts of something that are left after the rest has 

been destroyed or has disappeared GrammarAlways plural. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ remainsancient/prehistoric remains (=of things that existed hundreds or 
thousands of years ago) The Natural History Museum has one of the finest collections 

of prehistoric remains in the country.archaeological remains (=of things that existed 
a very long time ago, which are used to study how people lived then) Archaeological 
remains were discovered during the digging of subways.Roman/Greek 
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remains The Roman remains included some old coins and some jewellery.human 

remains Police said they found human remains in the forest.fossilized/fossil 
remains (=where the bones of an animal have become part of the rock or the ground, 

over millions of years) In the rocks were the fossilized remains of a huge dinosaur.the 
burnt-out/charred remains (=left after someone or something has been burned) He 
was looking at the charred remains of the house.mangled remains (=having been 

damaged by crushing or twisting) The mangled remains of the truck could be seen after 
the explosion.mummified remains (=of a person whose body has been 
preserved) The tombs contained the mummified remains of the Egyptian 

Pharaohs.VERBSdiscover/find/uncover remains They found the remains of an 
ancient temple.recover remains Nine more pieces of 
human remains were recovered from the site.identify 

remains His remains were identified by DNA analysis.PREPOSITIONSthe remains of 
sth You can see the remains of an old house. 

remark /rɪˈmɑːk $ -ɑːrk/ noun  something that you sayADJECTIVESa rude 

remark The children kept interrupting and making rude remarks.a sarcastic 

remark (=that has the opposite meaning of what you want to say, especially in order 
to criticize someone) She was tired of his sarcastic remarks about her work.a witty 

remark (=clever and amusing) Stephen is good at making witty remarks.a personal 
remark (=about someone’s appearance or behaviour, especially in an unkind way) He 
kept making personal remarks about her clothes.a racist remark (=an offensive 

remark about someone’s race) When I first arrived in this country, I often heard people 
making racist remarks.a sexist remark (=a remark that is offensive to women, or in 
rarer cases, to men) Women had to put up with sexist remarks from male colleagues.a 

disparaging remark formal (=that shows you do not think someone or something is 
very good) My aunt always makes disparaging remarks about my appearance.a snide 
remark (=that criticizes in an indirect way, especially unfairly) Will you stop 

making snide remarks about my mother!a casual/throwaway remark (=that you do 
not think about carefully) These days a casual remark can get you into trouble. | I 
didn’t mean to upset you – it was just a throwaway remark.a chance remark (=not 

planned or intended) I found out about their relationship from a chance remark Teddy 
made at dinner.a kind remark Thank you for your kind 
remarks.opening/introductory remarks (=at the beginning of a talk, book etc) In 

his introductory remarks, Kershaw sets out the aims of the book.closing/concluding 
remarks (=at the end of a talk, book etc) In her closing remarks, she said there was 
still a lot more research to be done.VERBSmake a remark People 

often make rude remarks about his hairstyle.ignore a remark He ignored my 
remark and carried on working.address your remarks to sb (=make your remarks to 
someone) He addressed all his remarks to her husband.withdraw a remark (=say 

that you do not mean it) She refused to withdraw the remark and 
apologize.PREPOSITIONSa remark about sth Her remark about the school surprised 
me. 

remedy /ˈremədi, ˈremɪdi/ noun  1. a way of dealing with a problemADJECTIVESa 

simple/easy remedy There is no simple remedy for lack of confidence.a possible 
remedy There are a number of possible remedies to this problem.VERBSfind a 

remedy Our job is to identify problems with the system and find remedies for 
them.provide a remedy We are hoping that the government will be able 
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to provide some sort of remedy to the problem.exhaust all (the) other 

remedies (=try all possible remedies) Before calling the police, she wanted 
to exhaust all other remedies first.PREPOSITIONSa remedy for/to sth Governments 

seem unable to find long-term remedies for poverty.a remedy against sth The new 
law gives employers remedies against workers who go on strike.2. a medicine to cure 
an illness or pain that is not very seriousADJECTIVESa natural remedy She 

prefers natural remedies to the pills the doctor offers her.a herbal remedy (=made 
from plants) He makes his own herbal remedy for hay fever.an effective 
remedy Peppermint tea can be an effective remedy against stomach ache.a 

traditional/folk remedy (=one that people in a place have been using for a long 
time, but is not one that doctors use) Fish oil has been used as a folk remedy since the 
18th century.over-the-counter remedies (=which people can buy in shops) The 

report claims that most over-the-counter remedies are useless.NOUNS + remedya 
cold/cough/flu remedy Most cold remedies have little effect.a home remedy (=one 
that you make at home) Home remedies for colds include honey and lemon.VERBStake 

a remedy Have you tried taking herbal remedies?PREPOSITIONSa remedy for 
sth There is no effective remedy for flu. 

remember /rɪˈmembə $ -ər/ verb  to think about things from the 

pastADVERBSremember sth/sb well (=thoroughly and 
completely) I remember so well my first day at school.remember sth/sb 
clearly/vividly/distinctly (=well, with a lot of detail) She remembers clearly how 

scared she was to see soldiers in the streets.vaguely/dimly remember sth/sb (=not 
well) He can only vaguely remember his mother’s face.fondly remember 
sth/sb (=with feelings of liking them a lot, especially a long time ago) The old hotel 

is fondly remembered by people who stayed there.hardly/barely remember 
sth/sb (=almost not at all) He died such a long time ago that I can hardly 
remember him.always remember sb/sth also remember sb/sth forever I 

will always remember those happy days we spent together.PREPOSITIONSremember 
sb/sth for sth She is remembered by fans for her beautiful singing voice.remember 
sb/sth as sth She remembers her schooldays as a very happy time. | I remember him 

as a player who never liked to lose.PHRASESas far as I can remember also if I 
remember rightly (=used when saying that your memory of something might not be 
correct) If I remember rightly, his family lived in the house on the corner.for as long 

as I can remember (=for a very long time) The shop has been here for as long as I 

can remember.THESAURUS: rememberrecallto remember a particular fact,  

event, or situation, especially in order to tell someone about it. Recall is more formal  

than remember:Can you recall where your husband was that night? | She recalled  

that he had seemed a strange, lonely man.recollect formalto remember an event or  

situation:Harry smiled as he recollected the scene. | She tried to recollect what had 

happened next in her dream.memorize also memorise BrEto learn facts, a piece of  

writing or music etc, so that you can remember them later:He’s trying to memorize his  

speech. | Don’t write down your PIN number, memorize it.think back/look backto  

think about something that happened in the past:I thought back to when I was his  

age. | Looking back, I should have been more patient with her. | We need to stop  

looking back and start thinking about the future.reminisce /ˌreməˈnɪs, ˌremɪˈnɪs/to talk  
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about pleasant events, people, experiences etc from the past, because you want to  

remember them or enjoy talking about them:They were reminiscing about old  

times. | I used to spend hours listening to my grandfather reminisce.bear sth in  

mindto remember something important when you are doing something, because it  

could affect what you do:Bear in mind that this is the first time he’s done this.sth is  

on the tip of your tongueused to say that you know a word or a name but that you 

have difficulty remembering it at this exact moment:His name’s on the tip of my 

tongue. I’ll think of it in a minute.remind sb of sthto make you think of another  

person, thing, or time, because they are similar:It reminds me of the time when I first  

started teaching. | The taste reminded him of school dinners.ANTONYMS → forget 

remind /rɪˈmaɪnd/ verb  1. to make someone remember something that they 

must do or something that they should knowADVERBSconstantly/continually remind 
sb The teacher is constantly reminding students to hand their homework in on 

time.gently remind sb He gently reminded me that we needed to leave 
soon.politely/respectfully remind sb The security officer politely reminded us that 
dogs were not allowed in the building. | We respectfully remind guests that we do not 

allow smoking anywhere in the hotel.forcibly remind sb (=in a clear and strong 
way) The pain forcibly reminded me that I needed to rest.VERBSserve to remind 

sb formal (=have the effect of reminding someone) The attack served to remind people 
of the need for greater airport security.PREPOSITIONSremind sb about sth I sent him 
an email to remind him about the meeting.PHRASESkeep reminding sb I had to keep 

reminding myself that it was only a film.2. to seem similar to another person or thing in 
some wayADVERBSremind sb strongly/sharply The view of the mountains strongly 
reminded me of Switzerland.remind sb vividly (=in such a clear way that something 

seems real) Smells can vividly remind you of a particular event or time.remind sb 
instantly (=immediately) When I saw the building, I was instantly reminded of my old 
school.remind sb vaguely (=in a not very clear or exact 

way) He reminds me vaguely of my uncle.PREPOSITIONSremind sb of 

sb/sth He reminds me of his brother.THESAURUS: remindmake sb think of  

sb/sthto remind someone of a person, experience, or time:I hate that smell –  

it makes me think of when I was in the hospital.evoke formalto bring a feeling,  

memory, or image into your mind:His attempts to be elected president evoke 

memories of J.F. Kennedy’s campaign in 1960. | Paintings  

can evoke powerful feelings in the viewer. | The film evokes the atmosphere of the 

1930s.conjure up sthto bring an image, thought, or memory into your mind. Conjure  

up is less formal than evoke, and is used especially when something makes you have 

a picture in your mind:The name ‘Copacabana’ conjures up images of glamour and 

wealth. | The exhibition will conjure up memories of life in the 1970s.take sb backto  

make someone remember a time in the past:This took me back to the holidays of my 

childhood.  

reminder /rɪˈmaɪndə $ -ər/ noun  something that makes you notice, remember, 

or think about somethingADJECTIVESa constant/permanent reminder (=that makes 
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you think about something all the time) His picture on the wall is a constant 

reminder of our happy times together.a timely reminder (=a useful and important 
one that comes at the right time) This a timely reminder of the risks of sunbathing.a 

stark/sharp reminder (=strong or unpleasant) This incident is a stark reminder of 
the dangers police officers face.a helpful/useful reminder The list will be a useful 
reminder of the topics covered in the course.a gentle reminder It was meant to be 

a gentle reminder rather than a criticism.a friendly reminder If you don’t pay the bill 
on time, the credit card company sends you a friendly reminder.a 
painful/uncomfortable reminder This attack is a painful reminder that peace is still 

a long way away.a powerful/potent reminder The soldiers’ deaths are a powerful 
reminder of the price we pay for freedom.a vivid reminder (=very clear) Their 
performance was a vivid reminder of just why this band has remained so successful.a 

salutary reminder formal (=one that teaches you something) The earthquake is 
a salutary reminder of the power of nature.a poignant reminder (=making you feel 
sad) The empty seats were a poignant reminder of all the people who were no longer 

with the company.a grim/sobering/chilling reminder (=making you feel serious 
and worried or frightened) The presence of soldiers on the streets is a grim reminder of 
the threat of terrorism.VERBSserve/act as a reminder (=be a reminder) The 

photograph will serve as a lovely reminder of your visit.provide/offer a reminder The 
case has provided a chilling reminder of what domestic violence really 
means.get/receive a reminder If you fail to return your books, you will receive a 

reminder from the library.send sb a reminder The university will send you a 
reminder when it’s time to pay your fees.need a reminder Sometimes we all need a 
reminder of what is really important in life.PREPOSITIONSa reminder of sth The attack 

is a reminder of the political tensions in the region.a reminder to sb The film is 
a reminder to our generation of our grandparents’ sacrifices. 

remote /rɪˈməʊt $ -ˈmoʊt/ adjective, adverb  THESAURUS > far 

remove AC /rɪˈmuːv/ verb  to get rid of something, or take it out or 

awayADVERBSremove sth completely/entirely/altogether The tumor has been 
completely removed.remove sth carefully/slowly Carefully remove all the dust 
before you start painting.safely remove sth The truck remained on the road for six 

hours until fire crews could safely remove it.surgically remove sth (=in a medical 
operation) The lump had to be surgically removed.PREPOSITIONSremove sth from 

sth They removed all the dirt from the carpet.PHRASESsth can easily be 
removed Most stains can easily be removed by rubbing with a damp cloth.sth is 
difficult to remove Some viruses on your computer can be difficult to remove without 

special software tools.THESAURUS: removeget rid of sb/sthto stop having  

something or someone that you do not want, or to make something such as a problem 

go away:They managed to get rid of all the weeds. | It was almost impossible to get  

rid of him. | I can't seem to get rid of the smell. | Maybe we should get rid of the 

carpet. | It will be difficult to get rid of the 

problem entirely.eliminateneed | problem | risk | possibility | delayto completely  

get rid of something that you do not want, especially because it is unnecessary or  

causing problems:If you book online, this eliminates the need for a ticket. | We're 

never going to eliminate this problem completely. | The new system will help to  
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eliminate costly  

delays.eradicatedisease | infection | problem | poverty | corruption | discrimin

ation | crimeto completely get rid of a disease or a problem:The disease has  

been eradicated from most of Europe. | It is estimated that it would cost Britain £10 

billion to eradicate the problem. | Street crime has almost been eradicated thanks to  

the new 

cameras.deletefile | email | document | message | word | name | reference | cl

ause | lineto remove something such as a file or something that someone has  

written:Are you sure you want to delete this file? | My name seemed to have 

been deleted from the list. | He asked them to delete the clause from the 

agreement. You can also delete someone's message on an answerphone: Press 3  

to delete the messages on your  

answerphone. cutpart | scene | paragraph | sentence | sectionto remove a part  

from a film, book, speech etc:Parts of his original speech were cut. | The most violent  

scenes were cut.eraseto remove recorded sounds or pictures from a tape, or writing  

from paper:Shall I erase this video? | It’s better to cross out a mistake than to try to  

erase it.  

renewable /rɪˈnjuːəbəl $ rɪˈnuː-/ adjective  THESAURUS > environmentally 

friendly 

renovate verb  THESAURUS > repair1 

renowned adjective  THESAURUS > famous 

rent1 noun  the money that someone pays regularly to use a room, house etc 

that belongs to someone elseADJECTIVES/NOUNS + renthigh rent Rents in the city 
centre are very high.low/cheap rent Government workers get low rents and other 

benefits.the annual/monthly/weekly rent Our annual rent is just over 
$15,000.affordable rent (=which people can easily pay) The city plans to provide 

more homes at affordable rents.exorbitant rent (=much too high) Some landlords 
charge exorbitant rents.ground rent BrE (=rent paid to the owner of the land that a 
house, office etc is built on) There is an additional ground rent of £30 per month.back 

rent (=rent that you owe for an earlier period) They still owe several hundred pounds 
in back rent.a peppercorn rent BrE (=an extremely low rent) The colonel let us have 
the cottage for a peppercorn rent.VERBSpay rent She couldn’t afford 

to pay the rent. | We pay rent of £450 a month on our flat.increase/raise/put up 
the rent The landlord wants to put up our rent.owe rent We haven’t paid the 
electricity bill for months and we still owe rent of around £1,000.collect the rent His 

job is to collect the rents from the tenants.fix the rent (=keep it at the same level) He 
agreed to fix the rent for two years.the rent increases/goes up The rent has gone 
up by over 50% in the last two years.rent + NOUNSa rent increase How can they 

justify such big rent increases?rent arrears BrE (=money that you owe because you 
have not paid your rent) The most common debts were rent arrears.a rent 
book BrE (=a book that shows the payments you have made in rent) Your rent book is 

a record of money you have paid.rent control (=the policy of keeping rent at an 
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affordable level) Rent control was introduced after tenants protested in the 

streets.PREPOSITIONSthe rent on sth The rent on a small apartment can be as much 
as $1,000 a month.PHRASESthe rent is due (=it must be paid at a particular 

time) The rent is due at the beginning of the week.fall/get behind with the 
rent (=fail to pay your rent on time) You could lose the flat if you fall behind with the 
rent.non-payment of rent The family was forced to leave for non-payment of 

rent.THESAURUS: rent→ cost1 (1)  

rent2 /rent/ verb  to pay money to use a house, room, vehicle, piece of 

equipment, area of land etcNOUNSrent a house/apartment/flat/cottage I’d rather 

have my own house than rent.rent a room Most students rent rooms in their second 
year.rent a car/truck etc They flew out to New York and rented a car at the 
airport.rent some land The land is rented from a local farmer.PREPOSITIONSrent sth 

from sb/sth Some farmers rent their land from the government.THESAURUS: 

renthire BrEcar | van | truck | equipment | suitto pay money to use a car or a  

piece of clothing or equipment for a short period of time:Why don’t we hire a van for  

the day? | You can hire suits for  

weddings.leaseoffice | building | land | property | car | equipmentto have a legal  

agreement under which you pay money to a person or company in order to use a  

building, area of land, vehicle, piece of equipment etc for a fixed period of time:The car  

is leased from BMW.TO ALLOW SB TO USE STH FOR MONEYrent/rent sth 

outhouse | apartment | flat | roomto allow someone to use a house, room, vehicle,  

piece of equipment, area of land etc in return for money:She rents the flat out to  

students.let/let sth outhouse | apartment | flat | roomto allow someone to use a  

room, house, building etc in return for money:They let the house out while they were 

on holiday. | Some people don’t want to let rooms to foreigners.lease/lease sth 

outto make a legal agreement which allows a person or company to use something  

that you own for a fixed period of time:Santa Clara's Redevelopment Agency leased the  

existing city golf course to developers.  

repair1 /rɪˈpeə $ -ˈper/ verb  to make something be in good condition or work 

properly again, when it has been damaged or stopped workingNOUNSrepair a 
car/truck/plane The cost of repairing the car is more than its value.repair a 

house/building/church The school buildings urgently need to be repaired.repair a 
roof/ceiling/wall/fence The builders are coming to repair the roof.repair a 
road/bridge/tunnel It could take up to three months to repair the road.repair a 

machine/computer/television/watch The washing machine needs repairing.repair 
shoes/clothes Where can I get my shoes repaired?repair the damage Engineers are 
working to repair the damage caused by the storms.repair a hole He had surgery 

to repair a hole in his stomach.VERBShave/get sth repaired (=pay for someone to 
repair it for you) I get my computer repaired by a man who lives locally.sth needs 
repairing/needs to be repaired The dishwasher needs repairing – it keeps making a 

funny noise.pay for sth to be repaired The driver offered to pay for my bike to be 

repaired. Repair, fix, or mend?Repair is the usual word to use, but it can sound a  
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little formal. In spoken English, people often use fix or mend.British people use fix,  

especially about machines and mechanical problems. British people use mend about  

repairing clothes, roofs, roads etc.American people use fix about all types of repairs,  

and mend is much less common in American English. THESAURUS: 

repairfixcar | computer | machine | boiler | roof | door | damageto repair  

something. Fix is more informal than repair and is very common in spoken 

English:Most kids help their dad fix the car. | I need someone who will keep 

my computer running properly and fix it when something goes wrong. | The 

washing machine needs fixing. | He told them he knew how to fix his  

broken boiler. | They’ll have to fix that roof when the bad weather comes. | We really  

need to fix the door one day. | Richard is still fixing the flood damage to his  

house. Fix is also often used about dealing with a problem: I think I know someone  

who can fix the problem for us. mend especially  

BrEroof | fence | road | car | boat | clothes | shoes | net | boiler | damage | hol

eto repair something that is damaged, torn, or not working:My first job was  

to mend the roof and stop the rain from getting in. | I’ve found someone who 

can mend the fence for us. | The workmen are mending the road. | She’s waiting for  

her car to be mended at the garage. | In those days we had to mend our  

own clothes. | My father used to mend our shoes. | James and John were in their  

boat mending the fishing nets. | The carpenters are mending the damage to the 

ship. | They have mended all the holes in the road. Mend is also often used about  

dealing with situations that are making people angry or upset: Is it too late to mend  

fences with your ex-wife? (=repair your relationship with her) | We’ll have to see if  

we can mend the situation. servicecar | plane | boiler | machine | computerto  

check a vehicle or machine and repair it if necessary, especially regularly:You 

should have your car serviced every six months. | The company is responsible  

for servicing the RAF’s Tornado planes. | The boiler has only just been serviced, so 

there shouldn’t be anything wrong with it. | The engineers service the machines and do  

the repairs.renovatebuilding | house | home | church | hotelto repair an old  

building so that it looks in good condition again:The building was extensively  

renovated in 2012 (=a lot of work was done on it to repair it). | They spent thousands  

of pounds renovating the house. | They discovered the letters  

while renovating their home five years ago. | They need to raise $450,000 

to renovate the church. | The hotel has been 

recently renovated.restorebuilding | house | church | hotel | palace | city | paint
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ing | picture | furniture | car | trainto repair something old and valuable, so that it  

looks the same as it did originally:Many people dream of rescuing and restoring a  

historic building. | The church has now been fully restored (=completely  

restored). | The workmen are restoring the palace to its former 

splendour (=repairing it so that it looks as impressive as it did before). | The Agency 

is responsible for restoring the city to how it was before the 

hurricane. | The painting has been restored to its original condition. | Old 

armchairs and secondhand furniture were restored with a coat of  

paint. | The cars were restored by the Science Museum. | The train has  

been painstakingly restored to all its former glory (=very carefully restored).do 

up BrE informal fix up AmE informalhouse | place | car | roomto repair an old  

building or vehicle, so that it looks in good condition again:Laura loves buying  

old houses and doing them up. | A builder bought the house and fixed it up. | He’s  

been there a year fixing up the place. | Mike does up old cars and sells them. | Her  

uncle is fixing up her bedroom.patch uphole | damage | crack | wound | shipto  

quickly repair something that has a hole in it, usually by putting a piece of material on  

it. Patch up is rather informal and is used about temporary repairs:I used a bit of  

wood to patch up the hole in our roof. | Willis uses some spray paint and filler to patch  

up the damage. | You can patch up the cracks with wax. | The wound was patched 

up and he was ready to play again. | The leaky ship was patched up. You can  

also patch up your relationship with someone after an argument: He tried to patch  

things up by buying her a gold bracelet (=he tried to repair the damage to their  

relationship). darnsocks | stockingsto repair holes in clothes:Are you any good 

at darning socks? | At least I am not blind and can still darn my own stockings.  

repair2 /rɪˈpeə $ -ˈper/ noun  something that you do to fix a thing that is 

damaged or not working GrammarUsually plural, except when used before another  

noun. ADJECTIVESminor repairs We had to carry out some minor repairs to the 

boat.major repairs Luckily, no major repairs were needed to the 
car.necessary/essential repairs The council has agreed to undertake essential 
repairs to the fencing.urgent repairs More than £40,000 is needed for urgent 

repairs to the building.extensive repairs (=a lot of repair work) The boat 
needed extensive repairs.structural repairs (=to the main parts of a building or other 
structure) Significant structural repairs to the bridge are planned.electrical 

repairs Never attempt to do electrical repairs without unplugging the machine.running 
repairs (=small repairs done regularly to keep something working properly) Most 
drivers in the past used to carry out their own running repairs.VERBSdo/make/carry 

out repairs The builders are doing some repairs to the roof. | The council is carrying 
out repairs to the public library.undertake repairs formal (=do them) The road will be 
closed tonight while workmen undertake essential repairs.undergo 
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repair formal (=have repairs done on it) Several of the ships are undergoing 

repair.repair + NOUNSthe repair bill The repair bill will be hundreds of thousands of 
pounds.repair costs The insurance company has agreed to pay all repair costs.repair 

work The repair work is being done by a local firm.a repair job It looked like a 
simple repair job to me.a repair shop/yard (=a place where things of a particular 
kind are repaired) He works in a shoe repair shop.a repair service The jeweller’s 

offers a repair service.a repair kit (=a set of tools or equipment that you use to repair 
something) Always carry a repair kit with you when you go cycling.PHRASESbe under 
repair (=be being repaired) A large section of the road was under repair.be in need of 

repair Many of the cottages were badly in need of repair.be beyond repair/be 
damaged beyond repair (=be so badly damaged that it cannot be 
repaired) Unfortunately the engine is beyond repair.be in a good/poor state of 

repair also be in good/poor repair (=be in good or bad condition) The house was old 
and in a poor state of repair.be closed for repairs The bridge will be closed for 
repairs for two months. 

repeal verb  THESAURUS > cancel 

repeat /rɪˈpiːt/ verb  1. to say or write something againNOUNSrepeat a 

question Ellie repeated her question since her father had ignored it the first 

time.repeat a name/word/phrase Could you repeat your name, 
please? | He repeated the word ‘technology’ thirty times in the document.repeat a 
request/call for sth He repeated his request for a meeting. | The 

president repeated his call for negotiations to end the dispute.repeat a warning After 
the latest attack, police repeated their warning to people living in the area.repeat a 
story I asked my mother to repeat the story of how she had met my father.repeat a 

claim/assertion Republicans repeated their assertion that Democrats would raise 
taxes.repeat a mantra (=repeat a word or phrase that represents a principle or is 
used as a prayer) The banks will repeat their mantra that globalization is 

good.ADVERBSrepeat sth again Sorry, I didn’t hear you. Can 
you repeat that again?endlessly/constantly repeat sth The newspapers 

have endlessly repeated the same story.only/merely/simply repeat sth I’m merely 
repeating what she said.repeat sth verbatim (=using exactly the same 
words) He repeated verbatim what he had been told.VERBSkeep repeating 

sth She kept repeating the word over and over again like a robot.PHRASESrepeat 
yourself (=say the same thing again) All I can do is keep repeating myself and hope 
he eventually listens.2. to do something againNOUNSrepeat an 

experiment The experiment was repeated at various temperatures.repeat an 
exercise Repeat the exercise, this time kneeling on your right knee.repeat a 
procedure/process This process is repeated for each column of data.repeat a 

mistake We want to avoid repeating the mistakes of the previous government.repeat 
a success The team is hoping to repeat the success of last year.a pattern is 
repeated (=something happens again or is done again in the same 

way) This pattern is repeated across Europe.repeat an experience I had no wish 
to repeat the experience.repeat a year/class/grade (=do the same class at school 
again) She failed her exams and had to repeat the year.ADVERBSrepeat sth 

again Repeat the movement again, this time more slowly.PHRASEShistory repeats 
itself (=used for saying that things often happen in the same way as 
before) Sadly history repeated itself, and the team lost again. 
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replace /rɪˈpleɪs/ verb  to start doing a job instead of another person, or start 

being used instead of another thing: The lead singer was replaced by Ray Willis back in 
1992. Computers have replaced typewriters.VERBSsth needs replacing The car was 
old and needed replacing.find sb/sth to replace sb/sth How will we ever find anyone 

to replace you?THESAURUS: replaceREPLACE A PERSONtake sb’s place/take 

the place of sbto do something instead of someone:Doctor Rice is on holiday. I’m 

taking his place. | The court may allow another relative to take the place of the 

parent. | It will be difficult to find someone to take her place.take overto replace 

someone in a job or position, and continue their work:The new manager will take over  

from the present one in July. | Sales have increased since he took over the 

company.stand in for sbto replace someone at work on a particular occasion:She was  

filming in Australia, so she asked a friend to stand in for her at the awards  

ceremony. | During the dangerous scenes, stuntmen and women stand in for the 

actors.fill in for sbto replace someone in a job for a short time:Susan will fill in for me 

while I’m away.REPLACE A THINGtake sth’s place/take the place of sthto be used 

instead of another thing:Tablet computers are taking the place of PCs. | Ugly concrete  

apartment buildings have taken the place of the old houses. | If any of the eight units  

fails, its place will be taken by the back-up unit.supersedeto take the place of  

something – used especially about inventions, methods, organizations etc:The League 

of Nations was superseded by the United Nations in 1946. | The old ways of farming  

have been superseded by more modern methods. | Iron began to supersede bronze for  

tool-making about 3,000 years ago.substitute sth for sthto use something instead of  

the thing that you usually use, because the usual thing is not available – used 

especially about food:You can substitute margarine for butter in most recipes.  

replacement /rɪˈpleɪsmənt/ noun  someone or something that replaces another 

person or thingADJECTIVESa possible replacement Can you suggest anyone as 
a possible replacement when Jane retires?a suitable replacement We are looking for 

a suitable replacement for our old car.a permanent replacement He will act as 
chairman until a permanent replacement can be found.a temporary replacement The 
garage gave me this car as a temporary replacement until mine is fixed.a late/last-

minute replacement Ralf was a last-minute replacement for Andrew who was 
unwell.a direct replacement (=replacing someone or something exactly) She was 
hired as a direct replacement for Tom.VERBSfind a replacement It can be hard 

to find a replacement for a part on an old machine.look for a replacement also seek 
a replacement formal We are still seeking a replacement for our goalkeeper.buy/get 
a replacement If a tile gets damaged, you can buy a replacement.provide a 

replacement Please return goods if they are faulty, and we 
will provide a replacement.appoint a replacement (=give a job to another 
person) They wanted to sack him and appoint a replacement.NOUNS + replacementa 

joint/hip/knee replacement (=an artificial knee, hip etc that replaces your 
own) Many people are waiting for hip replacements.replacement + NOUNSa 
replacement window They were planning to install replacement windows.a 

replacement part Where can I get a replacement part for my washing 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1825] 

machine?PREPOSITIONSa replacement for sb/sth Byfield is a replacement for the 

injured David Noble.as a replacement We need to consider the contribution of nuclear 
energy as a replacement for fossil fuels. 

replenish /rɪˈplenɪʃ/ verb  THESAURUS > fill 

reply1 /rɪˈplaɪ/ verb  to answer someone by saying, writing, or doing 

somethingADVERBSreply personally (=write or speak to someone directly 
yourself) The manager always replies personally to any customer complaints.reply 

quickly/immediately/at once He sent a text to his wife, and she replied 
immediately.reply firmly “Certainly not,” Maggie replied firmly.reply 
angrily also reply crossly BrE “That’s a lie!” he replied angrily.reply 

tersely/curtly especially literary (=using few words, usually because you are 
angry) “I’m fine,” Phil replied tersely.reply quietly/calmly/coolly She replied 
calmly that she was sure there was an explanation.reply politely “No, thank you,” the 

child replied politely.PREPOSITIONSreply to sb The company replied to Mrs Clark in a 
letter a few days later.reply to a letter/email/question etc I asked her, but she 
hasn’t replied to my email yet.reply by doing sth The speaker replied by inviting him 

to come up onto the stage.reply with sth He replied with a nod. Reply is often used  

in written descriptions, when reporting exactly what someone said: “No thanks,”  

she replied quickly.  

reply2 /rɪˈplaɪ/ noun  something that is said, written, or done as a way of 

replyingADJECTIVESa written reply I received a written reply from the company, 

saying they had received my application.an immediate reply “Yes, I’d love to come!” 
was his immediate reply.a prompt/early reply (=a reply that comes soon) I would be 
grateful for a prompt reply to my query.a positive/negative reply (=a reply which 

says yes or no) He had asked for more time and received a positive reply.a 
satisfactory/suitable reply She could not think of a suitable reply.a 
brief/short/curt reply “Not now,” was the brief reply.a long/lengthy reply He 

wrote to all the newspapers with a lengthy reply.a standard reply The standard 
reply to this question is to quote health and safety reasons.VERBSget/receive a 

reply He knocked, then, getting no reply, pushed open the door.give/make a 
reply She was tempted to give a rude reply.send a reply Josh has sent a reply to my 
email.hear sb’s reply I asked her name, but didn’t hear the reply.wait for a 

reply also await sb’s reply formal I’m still waiting for a reply to my question. | We 
are awaiting a reply from the employer regarding Mr Davis’s claims.expect a reply She 
wrote to the president, but didn’t really expect a reply.PREPOSITIONSa reply to a 

question The best reply to such a question would be “None of your business”.a reply 
to a letter/email/message etc I still haven’t had a reply to my email.a reply to an 
argument/criticism etc The obvious reply to this argument is that the public have a 

right to know.a reply from sb She asked again, and again there was no reply 
from Violet.in reply (=as a reply) Her friend only giggled in reply.PHRASESthere was 
no reply/sb made no reply I phoned him just now, but there was no reply. 

report1 /rɪˈpɔːt $ -ɔːrt/ noun  1. an official document or talk which provides 

information about somethingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + reportan official report The 
economic situation is improving, according to an official report.a government report A 
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government report said that there needed to be more training for young people.a 

written report The manager asked me to send him a written report about my visit.a 
formal report At the end of each year, your supervisor will complete a formal report 

on your performance.a full/detailed/in-depth report (=containing all the 
information about something) A full report will be prepared for the next committee 
meeting.a confidential report (=one that only a few people are allowed to see) He 

made a confidential report to UN headquarters in New York.an annual report (=every 
year) Our annual report shows that the company is making good profits.a 
monthly/weekly report Each member of the sales force has to write a weekly 

report.a scientific/medical/financial etc report Only patients themselves have 
access to their medical reports.an autopsy report also a post-mortem 
report BrE (=giving the results of an examination to find out why someone 

died) The autopsy report gave the cause of death as alcohol poisoning.a school 
report (=about how well a student is doing at school) Her last school report was very 
good and she got As in all her subjects.a glowing report (=praising someone or 

something a lot) Paul received a glowing report from his previous employers.VERBS 

+ reportwrite a report She has been asked to write a report about her research.make 
a report We make regular progress reports to our manager.give a report also deliver 

a report formal (=make a report, usually a spoken one) He came to the office to give 
his report in person.publish/release a report The Ministry of Defence will publish its 
report into the accident next week.submit a report formal (=give a written report to 

someone) Doctors will have to submit weekly reports.draft a report (=prepare a 
report) The data protection officers have been drafting their report since 
September.commission/order a report (=ask someone to write a report) The 

government has commissioned an independent report into the affair.report + VERBSa 
report says/states (that)... The report says that it will cost another £250 million to 
repair the damage.a report finds (that)... The report found that carbon monoxide 

emissions had risen by 30%.a report reveals/shows sth A recent report reveals an 
increase in the number of people suffering from the disease.a report examines/looks 
into sth The report will examine the events leading up to the war.a report 

recommends sth The report recommended that teachers’ pay should be increased.a 
report highlights/emphasizes sth (=says that it is particularly 
important) The report emphasizes the need for better safety checks.PREPOSITIONSa 

report on sth The government published a report on the country’s energy needs.a 
report into sth (=on something, especially the causes and reasons for something) The 
official report into the accident says it was caused by human error.a report by/from 

sb A new report from the Health Department recommends changes.according to a 
report The school is improving, according to a recent government report.2. a 
description of an event or situation, especially on the newsADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ reporta news report According to one news report, over a hundred people have 
been killed.a television/radio report A television report showed pictures of the town 
after the earthquake.an eyewitness/first-hand report (=from someone who saw 

what happened) He was able to give an eyewitness report of what happened when the 
city was attacked.an accurate report We still don’t know if this a fair and accurate 

report of what happened.a reliable/credible report (=which you can trust to be 
accurate) We received reliable reports that there were whales in the area.an 
unconfirmed report (=not yet supported by official information) There 

are unconfirmed reports that up to 2,000 people have been killed.an unofficial 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1827] 

report According to unofficial reports, the president had talks with rebel 

leaders.conflicting reports (=reports saying very different things) Conflicting 
reports of the attacks continued to emerge from the area.a misleading report (=likely 

to make you believe something that is not true) There were misleading reports of the 
causes of the violence.an initial/early report Initial reports claimed that nobody was 
injured in the attack.VERBSget/receive a report We have received several reports of 

the mistreatment of prisoners.have had reports of sth The police say they have had 
reports of a gang shooting in East London.confirm a report (=say that it is true) The 
report has never been confirmed by authorities.deny a report (=say that it is not 

true) Government officials have denied reports that the minister is planning to 
resign.dismiss a report as... (=refuse to discuss it because you say it is not true) A 
Treasury official yesterday dismissed the reports as untrue.PREPOSITIONSa report on 

sth We watched the TV reports on the war.amid reports (=while people are saying 
that a particular thing is happening) The manager resigned amid reports that the 
players had lost confidence in him. 

report2 /rɪˈpɔːt $ -ɔːrt/ verb  1. to tell people about something that has 

happened by writing about it in a newspaper, showing film of it on the television 
etc: The BBC reported that a man had been arrested.PREPOSITIONSreport on 

sth The Wall Street Journal reported on the company’s decision.sth is reported in a 
newspaper The incident was reported in the London Evening Standard.2. to tell 
someone in authority that something has happened, especially something 

badNOUNSreport a crime If your car is broken into, you should report the crime as 
soon as possible.report an incident (=report an event, especially a 
crime) He reported the incident to the local police.report an accident Failing 

to report an accident is a criminal offence.report a 
problem/fault I’ve reported the fault to the telephone company.PREPOSITIONSreport 
sth to sb He reported the problem to his manager.PHRASESbe reported missing The 

boy was reported missing when he failed to return home from school.3. to officially tell 
people about the information you have foundNOUNSreport findings/results The 
committee will report its findings in March.report an increase/an 

improvement Doctors have reported a 13% increase in cases of breast cancer.report 
a change They reported a change in the students’ behaviour.report sales The 
company has reported disappointing sales.PREPOSITIONSreport on sth The scientists 

will report on the findings of their research. 

reporter /rɪˈpɔːtə $ -ˈpɔːrtər/ noun  someone whose job is to write or speak 

about news eventsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + reportera newspaper reporter The case 

attracted newspaper reporters from all over the world.a television/radio reporter He 
told television reporters that he had no plans to resign.a news reporter He started as 
a news reporter on Radio 1.a sports reporter She worked as a sports reporter for a 

local newspaper.a political reporter Pinchetti became the magazine’s top political 
reporter.an investigative reporter (=one that tries to find out the truth about 
something important) Two investigative reporters wrote an article linking the CIA to 

drug crime in Los Angeles.a junior/cub reporter (=a young one without much 
experience) In the film, she plays a cub reporter with the ‘New York Times’.a roving 
reporter (=who travels to different places to find news) He was the BBC’s top roving 

reporter.VERBStell reporters He told reporters that he was happy with the 
decision.brief reporters (=give them information) The minister will brief reporters on 
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his meeting with European leaders.PREPOSITIONSa reporter on/for sth She is a 

reporter on the ‘Washington Post’. 

represent /ˌreprɪˈzent/ verb  1. to speak or do something on behalf of another 

person, organization, country etcNOUNSrepresent sb’s interests A lawyer’s job is to 

represent the best interests of his or her client.represent your country/city/school 
etc Anna has been chosen to represent her country at the next Olympic 
Games.represent a constituency (=be elected to speak in parliament on behalf of the 

people who live in an area) Skinner has represented the same constituency for over 25 
years.represent your members The union is there to represent its members and 
make sure that they get good pay and conditions.2. used when saying how many of a 

particular type of person or thing there are in a group GrammarIn this  

meaning, represent is always passive. ADVERBSbe well/strongly 

represented (=there are a lot) Doctors were well represented at the conference.be 
adequately/properly/fully represented (=there are enough) Women are still 
not adequately represented in senior jobs.be poorly represented/under-

represented (=there are not many or not enough) Until this time, his paintings had 
been poorly represented in national collections.be disproportionately 
represented (=there are too many or too few in relation to something or someone 

else) Young black men are disproportionately represented in UK prison 
populations.3. to be something – used especially in formal contextsNOUNSrepresent a 

change/shift in sth The announcement represents a major change in government 
policy.represent an improvement/advance The new hospital will represent a 
significant improvement on the old one.represent an increase These 

figures represent a 22% increase on last year’s figures.represent an 
achievement/breakthrough Building the tunnel represented a great 
technical achievement.represent a problem Skin cancer represents a significant 

health problem in this country.represent a threat/danger/risk The escaped prisoner 
is dangerous and represents a threat to public safety.represent a challenge Students 
of very different abilities represent a challenge for teachers.represent a departure 

from sth (=be different from something done before) This decision represents a 
departure from previous policy.represent an opportunity The trip represents an 
exciting opportunity to explore the country. 

representation /ˌreprɪzenˈteɪʃən/ noun  1. a description, sign, painting etc that 

shows somethingADJECTIVESan accurate representation The painting is an accurate 
representation of the city as it really was at that time.a visual representation This 

picture is a visual representation of the artist’s thoughts about the horrors of war.a 
symbolic representation (=one that represents a particular idea or quality) The eagle 
is a symbolic representation of the United States.a written 

representation The written representation of this sound is ‘ch’.a graphical 
representation (=showing something as a picture) Figure 2 below shows the graphical 
representation of these results.VERBScreate/produce a representation The 

program creates a computerized representation of the room.offer/present a 
representation The screen display offers a 3-D representation of the city.2. the 
activity of speaking, voting, or making decisions on behalf of another person or 

groupADJECTIVESlegal representation Everyone has a right to legal representation if 
they are arrested.political/parliamentary representation In some countries, women 
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do not have any political representation.equal representation The companies will 

have equal representation on the committee.VERBShave any/no representation The 
party doesn’t have any representation in parliament.be entitled to 

representation (=be officially allowed representation) Workers are entitled 
to union representation.provide/give representation The law firm provides 
representation on behalf of its clients.seek representation formal (=try to get 

representation) He is now seeking legal representation.NOUNS + representationunion 
representation A large number of workers have no union representation. 

representative1 /ˌreprɪˈzentətɪv◂/ noun  someone who has been chosen to 

speak, vote, or make decisions for someone elseADJECTIVESan official 

representative Official representatives of the Catholic Church attended the 
meeting.an elected representative The school council is made up of elected 
representatives.a legal representative A legal representative for the company has 

advised against the action.a senior representative The president met with senior 
representatives of the company.a local/regional representative She is the local 
representative of Ice Hockey UK.a special representative Jones was appointed as the 

UN’s special representative in the area.an authorized representative (=one who has 
official permission) The drugs must be collected by the patient or an authorized 

representative.a personal representative The president sent his personal 
representative.VERBSelect a representative They voted 
to elect a representative.appoint a representative (=give someone the job of being a 

representative) He appointed a legal representative.send a representative Most 
European countries sent representatives to the meeting.NOUNS + representativea sales 
representative Alex is a sales representative for an insurance company.a union 

representative Union representatives claim that jobs will be lost.a company 
representative Company representatives denied that the company was responsible for 
the accident.PREPOSITIONSa representative of sth Representatives of EU 

governments met in Brussels.a representative for sb/sth She became a union 
representative for the school.a representative from sth The committee is made up 
of representatives from each region. 

representative2 adjective  typical of a kind of person or 

thingADVERBStruly/genuinely representative The country has the opportunity to 

create for itself a truly representative form of government.highly 
representative (=very representative) These paintings are highly representative of 
the artist’s style.broadly representative (=of most people or things in a 

group) Ideally, members of parliament should be broadly representative of the whole of 
British society.statistically representative The group of people surveyed is 
not statistically representative of the total population.NOUNSa representative 

sample/selection A representative sample of people living in New York were asked for 
their opinions.a representative cross-section (=a group of people or things that is 
typical of a much larger group) A representative cross-section of the student population 

took part in the survey.a representative view Is the sample large enough to provide 
a representative view of consumer opinion as a whole?a representative 
example Please send your CV and some representative examples of your 

work.PREPOSITIONSbe representative of sb/sth This latest incident is representative 
of a wider trend. 
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reprimand /ˈreprəmɑːnd, ˈreprɪmɑːnd $ -mænd/ verb  to tell someone officially 

that something they have done is very wrongADVERBSseverely reprimand sb The 
player was severely reprimanded for his behaviour in the 
game.officially/formally/publicly reprimand sb The police officers will be officially 

reprimanded for their behaviour.PREPOSITIONSreprimand sb for sth The military 

court reprimanded the captain for failing to do his duty.THESAURUS: 

reprimandscold formalif a parent, teacher, or other adult scolds a child, they talk  

to them angrily because they have done something wrong. Scold sounds rather formal  

and old-fashioned. In everyday English people usually say tell sb off:I dreaded the 

thought of going home and being scolded by my father.tell sb offto talk angrily to  

someone because they have done something wrong. Tell sb off is more common in  

British English than American English:Dad told me off for getting home late.give sb a  

talking-to informalto talk angrily to a child because they have done something  

wrong:The boy was given a good talking-to and sent home.lecture disapprovingto talk  

angrily to someone for a long time about something they have done wrong, especially  

when this is unfair or unnecessary:Stop lecturing me, will you! | He began 

to lecture her about her duties as a mother.rebuke formalto tell someone that they 

should not have done something - used especially when a parent, manager etc does  

this:His mother rebuked him for being late. | Mr Woodhead was rebuked by the 

chairman, Barry Sheerman, for his behaviour.reproach formalto talk to someone in a  

way that shows you are disappointed at what they have done. Reproach sounds much 

gentler than criticizing someone or reprimanding them:He felt he had to reproach his  

friend for his excessive drinking.berate formalto publicly criticize someone for a long 

time, in a way that shows you strongly disapprove of what they have 

done:She berated the paper for its misleading front-page story. | In his speech, he 

berated the previous administration for its handling of the economy.  

reproduce /ˌriːprəˈdjuːs $ -ˈduːs/ verb  THESAURUS > copy2 (1) 

repulsive adjective  THESAURUS > ugly (1) 

reputable adjective  respected for being honest or for doing work that is of 

good qualityNOUNSa reputable company/firm/organization We chose 

that company because we thought they were reputable.a reputable source Always 
make sure that you buy from a reputable source.a reputable shop/store Can 
someone please recommend a reputable shop where I can take my coffee machine to 

be serviced?a reputable dealer/supplier/lender Buying from a reputable dealer is 
the safest way to purchase a secondhand car.a reputable journal/publication The 
paper was published in a reputable journal.ADVERBShighly reputable This is a great 

opportunity to join a highly reputable organization with over 15 years in the business. 

reputation /ˌrepjəˈteɪʃən, ˌrepjʊˈteɪʃən/ noun  people’s opinion of someone or 

somethingADJECTIVESa good/excellent reputation The university has a very good 
reputation.a bad/poor reputation The city doesn’t deserve its bad reputation.an 

international/worldwide reputation The department has a worldwide reputation for 
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its research.a formidable reputation (=very good, so that people have a lot of 

respect for you or are afraid of you) After the meeting, I understood why he had such a 
formidable reputation.an enviable reputation (=a good one that others would like to 

have) The company has established an enviable reputation for quality.a well-
deserved/well-earned reputation (=that someone deserves to have) France has a 
well-deserved reputation for good food.an undeserved reputation (=that someone 

does not deserve to have) She has an undeserved reputation for being difficult to work 
with.sb’s professional reputation The scandal damaged his professional 
reputation.VERBShave a good/bad etc reputation The law firm has an excellent 

reputation.get a reputation also gain/acquire a reputation formal Over the years, 
the company has gained a reputation for making quality products. | He didn’t want 
to get a reputation as a troublemaker.earn/win a reputation As a young publisher, 

she earned a reputation for toughness.enjoy a reputation (=have a reputation) The 
hotel enjoys a good reputation.deserve a reputation (=have earned it) The 
restaurant deserves its reputation for good food. | Sir Alan Sugar doesn’t deserve the 

reputation of being TV’s Mr Nasty.live up to its reputation (=be the same as people 
say it is) New York certainly lived up to its reputation as an exciting city.establish a 
reputation (=make people accept that you are good at doing something) By then 

Picasso was already establishing his reputation as an artist.build/develop a 
reputation Our business has built a reputation for reliable service.improve sb’s 
reputation also enhance sb’s reputation formal The performance greatly enhanced 

the actor’s reputation.damage sb’s reputation also tarnish sb’s 
reputation formal She wouldn’t do anything to damage her family’s reputation. | His 
reputation was tarnished by allegations that he had taken bribes.destroy/ruin sb’s 

reputation If the story gets out, it could ruin your reputation.PREPOSITIONSa 
reputation for sth Judge Kelso has a reputation for being strict but fair.a reputation 
as sth She gained a reputation as a hard worker.sb’s reputation among sb The 

trucks have a reputation among lorry drivers for great toughness.by reputation He 
is, by reputation, a rude and difficult man.PHRASESemerge with your reputation 
intact (=survive something without getting a bad reputation) Somehow, he emerged 

from the scandal with his reputation intact.sb’s reputation precedes them (=used 
when you know a lot about someone because of what you have heard, but you have 

not met them yet)THESAURUS: reputationimagethe idea that people have 

about what something is like, especially when this is created through newspaper  

stories, advertising etc:A PR campaign was launched in an effort to improve the 

company’s image. | Boxing has rather a negative image. | The princess tried  

to project an image of herself as serious and hard-working (=she tried to give people  

the idea that she was serious and hard-working).namethe reputation that a person,  

organization etc has – used especially in the following phrases:The company is anxious  

to protect its good name. | Cyclists who ignore traffic rules give other cyclists a bad 

name. | He went to court in order to try to clear his name (=prove that he is  

innocent).standingsomeone’s reputation and position compared to other people in a  

group or society, based on other people’s opinion of them:The class system in the UK 

encourages people to be very aware of their social standing. | He needs to improve his  

standing among female voters. | Jacques Tati was a man of international standing in  
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the world of screen comedy.prestigethe good reputation that a company,  

organization, group etc has, which makes people respect and admire them:Rolls-

Royce enjoys great prestige as a maker of luxury cars. | Does Stanford  

University carry the same prestige as Harvard or Yale? | Hosting the Olympic Games 

would enhance our country’s international prestige (=give it more prestige). | The 

profession has lost the prestige it had in the past.stature formalthe importance and 

respect that a person or organization has, because of their achievements or their  

influence:As he got older, Picasso’s stature as an artist increased. | Their work is equal  

in stature. | an actor of international stature | The party’s stature has increased in  

recent years.  

request /rɪˈkwest/ noun  the action of asking for something, especially 

officiallyADJECTIVESa formal/official request The country made a formal request for 
food aid.a written request You have to make a written request for a visa.a special 

request Please let the restaurant know in advance if you have any special requests.an 
urgent request The family made an urgent request for help in finding their 
daughter.repeated requests The company would not reveal its secret recipe, 

despite repeated requests from customers.a reasonable request It sounded like a 
perfectly reasonable request.a strange/unusual request The actor occasionally 

receives strange requests from female fans.VERBSmake a request The pilot made a 
request for assistance.submit a request/put in a request (=make a formal 
request) He put in a request for two weeks’ holiday.agree to a request also grant 

sb’s request formal The council has agreed to our request to demolish the wall.turn 
down/refuse/reject a request The manager has turned down their request for a 
meeting.receive a request The army received an urgent request for 

assistance.consider a request After carefully considering this request, the council 
rejected it.respond to a request Thank you to those who responded to our request for 
information last month.ignore a request The family ignored repeated requests to 

leave the property.PREPOSITIONSa request for sth Every year, the coastguard 
receives hundreds of requests for help from ships in trouble.a request from/by 
sb The boys received several requests from neighbours to turn their music 

down.on/upon request (=when someone asks for it) A full financial statement is 
available to shareholders on request.at sb’s request (=because someone has asked 
for it) We have reduced the amount of packaging we use, at the request of our 

customers.PHRASESsth is available on request A comprehensive list of the 
company’s services is available on request.by popular request (=because many 
people have asked for it) The well-loved TV series is to be repeated in the spring, by 

popular request. 

requirement AC /rɪˈkwaɪəmənt $ -ˈkwaɪr-/ noun  something that someone 

needs or asks forADJECTIVES/NOUNS + requirementa legal/statutory 

requirement (=something the law says you must do) There is no legal requirement to 
carry identity papers.a basic requirement Water is a basic requirement of life.an 
essential requirement Confidence is an essential requirement for success.a 

minimum requirement This qualification is a minimum requirement for entry to music 
college.a special requirement He modified the car to suit his own special 
requirements.entry requirements (=the skills, qualifications etc you must have in 
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order to enter a school, university, or country) Applicants must satisfy the normal entry 

requirements for the course.safety requirements All companies must comply with 
health and safety requirements.energy requirements (=the amount of energy a place 

or person needs) 65% of the country’s energy requirements were met by imported 
oil.VERBSmeet/match a requirement (=have or do what is needed) We finally found 
a house that met all of our requirements.satisfy/fulfil a requirement (=meet it) Our 

aim is to satisfy our customers’ requirements.comply with 
requirements formal (=meet the requirements of a law or rule) Failure to comply 
with these requirements is a criminal offence.impose requirements (=state that 

something has to be done) The regulations impose new and costly requirements on 
small businesses.lay down/set out requirements (=say what they are) The 
document sets out the legal requirements that apply to financial organizations.suit sb’s 

requirements (=be suitable for someone in a particular situation) You could design 
and build a house to suit your requirements.waive a requirement (=say that it is not 
necessary) In special circumstances, the council may waive this requirement.go 

beyond/exceed requirements (=be better than what is asked for) The new factory 
will go beyond environmental requirements set out under EU law.PHRASESbe surplus 
to requirements BrE (=be no longer needed) The old school building is now surplus to 

requirements. 

rescue1 /ˈreskjuː/ verb  to save someone or something from a situation of 

danger or harmPREPOSITIONSrescue sb from sb/sth Firefighters worked for two 

hours to rescue people from the building. | She died trying to rescue her 
children from the blaze.be rescued by sb/sth Survivors of the crash were rescued by 

helicopter.THESAURUS: rescuecome to the rescue/sb’s rescueto come and 

rescue or help someone:It was an embarrassing moment, but fortunately Paul came to 

the rescue. | Several people saw I was in trouble, but no one came to my 

rescue.saveto prevent someone from being killed, harmed, or losing something, or to  

make it possible for something to continue:Wearing a seat belt can help save your  

life. | They saved the hospital from closure. | If you break down in the desert, there is  

no one there to save you.pick sb upto rescue someone from a dangerous place by 

taking them away in a boat or aircraft:A lifeboat picked them up two miles from the 

coast. | They spent the night near the top of the mountain, before being picked up by a  

helicopter.bail sb outto rescue a person, company etc from a difficult situation, by 

providing them with the money they need:A number of state-owned enterprises have 

been bailed out by the central bank. | He owed thousands of pounds and his mother  

had to bail him out.  

rescue2 /ˈreskjuː/ noun  the act of saving someone or something from a 

dangerous or difficult situationPHRASEScome/go/rush to sb’s rescue (=come or go 
to help someone) We saw the car hit the tree and we rushed to the 

driver’s rescue.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + rescuea dramatic rescue A woman is in hospital 
following a dramatic rescue from her blazing flat.a daring rescue The hostages were 
freed in a daring rescue by US special forces.an emergency rescue The ship’s crew 

had to carry out an emergency rescue after a man fell overboard.a mountain/sea 
rescue Climbers carry flares for use in a mountain rescue.a helicopter 
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rescue Weather conditions were too bad for a helicopter rescue.VERBScarry out a 

rescue He was held hostage for 15 days before commandos carried out a 
dramatic rescue.attempt/mount a rescue (=try to rescue someone) The stormy 

conditions made it impossible to mount a rescue.await rescue (=wait for someone to 
rescue you) They spent three days in a lifeboat, awaiting rescue.rescue + NOUNSa 
rescue attempt/effort One firefighter was severely burned in the rescue attempt.a 

rescue operation/mission A major rescue operation was launched yesterday after 
two divers were reported missing.a rescue worker Rescue workers are searching 
through the rubble for survivors.a rescue team He was still conscious when the rescue 

team arrived.a rescue helicopter/plane/ship etc A rescue helicopter is on its way.a 
rescue plan/package (=a plan to save a company, economy etc that is in 
trouble) They drew up a rescue plan that involved restructuring the firm. 

research1 AC /rɪˈsɜːtʃ, ˈriːsɜːtʃ $ -ɜːr-/ noun  serious study to discover new facts 

or test new ideasADJECTIVES/NOUNS + researchscientific/medical research The 
university is an important centre for scientific research. | I don’t think it is right to use 
animals for medical research.cancer/AIDS etc research She is raising money 

for cancer research.the latest research (=the most recent research) The latest 
research is published in this month’s ‘Nature’ magazine.pioneering/groundbreaking 

research (=producing completely new information) Watson and Crick did pioneering 
research into DNA.basic research He wants to conduct basic research into the nature 
of human cells.historical research This is a fascinating piece of historical 

research.extensive research (=examining a lot of information and details) The paper 
was the result of years of extensive research.painstaking research (=very careful 
and thorough) She spent years carrying out painstaking historical research.VERBSdo 

research/carry out research also conduct 
research formal The research was carried out by a team of scientists at Tokyo 
University. | They are doing research into the effects of the drug. | Little research has 

been conducted into the subject.Don’t say make research.undertake 
research formal (=do research, or start doing research, especially into a complicated 
subject) They are planning to undertake research into the genetic causes of the 

disease.publish research His research was published in the ‘New England Journal of 
Medicine’.present research (=tell people the results of your research) We 
will present our research at the conference.be based on research The book is based 

on research carried out over a number of years.research shows/suggests/indicates 
sth All the research suggests that the Earth’s climate is getting warmer.research + 

NOUNSa research project/programme/study We are starting an exciting 

new research project.research results/findings (=what is discovered by 
research) He will present his research findings at the conference.research work The 
original research work was done in the 1960s.research methods The scientists 

repeated the experiment using the same research methods.a research team A 
research team in Edinburgh are investigating the causes of the disease.a research 
student He supervises the work of research students at the university.a research 

paper The research paper will be published in an international journal.a research 
grant Have you applied for a research grant?PREPOSITIONSresearch into sth They 
are carrying out research into the causes of global warming.research on sth Pavlov 

was famous for his research on dogs.PHRASESan area/field of research Genetics is a 
very exciting area of research.a piece of research This is an interesting piece of 
research.a body of research (=results from several pieces of research) There is a 
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large body of research which indicates that passive smoking causes 

cancer.THESAURUS: researchworkthe studies that have been done on a  

particular subject:A lot of work has been done on hydrogen-powered cars. | Faraday is  

famous for his work on electricity. | Their groundbreaking work had an enormous  

influence on the study of genetics (=very important and discovering things that are 

completely new).studya piece of work in which someone examines a particular subject  

in order to find out more about it, and writes about what they have found:The study  

showed that 25 percent of adults do not eat breakfast at all, compared with 14 percent  

in 1961. | Recent studies suggest that our sense of smell is closely linked with the part  

of the brain that deals with memory. | The study was carried out under laboratory  

conditions.experimenta scientific test in order to find out what happens when you do 

something:They carried out a series of scientific experiments in order to try to prove 

their theory (=they did a series of experiments). | Experiments have shown that there 

is an increased risk of some forms of cancer.  

research2 /rɪˈsɜːtʃ $ -ɜːr-/ verb  to study something in order to find out 

information about itNOUNSresearch a subject/topic/matter/issue Sorensons spent 
long hours at a public library researching the subject.research the history of sth I'm 
researching the history of our local area.research the impact/effect of sth She was 

researching the impact of agricultural chemicals on the environment and human 
health.research the market (=find out information about what people want, what 
kind of products are available etc, especially because you want to start selling 

something ) The key is to research the market, finding out about the strengths and 
weaknesses of your competitors.ADVERBSwell researched The book is well researched 
and beautifully written.carefully research sth I carefully researched the story and I 

discovered that the witness was telling the truth.thoroughly research sth (=very 
carefully, so that you do not miss anything important) Townsend said that he 
researched the topic thoroughly before he started writing about it.fully research 

sth (=completely) I have not had time to fully research all the aspects of the 
case.painstakingly/meticulously researched (=extremely carefully) The biography 

is painstakingly researched and the authors interviewed hundreds of 
people.exhaustively researched (=extremely carefully, so that you check every 
detail ) As this exhaustively researched website shows, the government knew that the 

terrorists were planning an attack. 

resemblance /rɪˈzembləns/ noun  a situation in which two people or things are 

similar, especially in the way they lookADJECTIVES/NOUNS + resemblancea 
close/strong resemblance This photograph shows that she bears a close 

resemblance to her mother as a young woman.a striking resemblance (=very strong 
and noticeable) There’s a striking resemblance between the brothers.a remarkable 
resemblance (=unusual or surprising) Everyone notices the remarkable 

resemblance between her and her friend.an uncanny resemblance (=so strong that 
you almost cannot believe it) He bears an uncanny resemblance to the Hollywood star.a 
slight/faint/passing resemblance (=not strong) Don’t you think she has a slight 

resemblance to that blonde singer in Abba?a superficial resemblance (=when 
something seems like something else, but is in fact quite different) The animal’s spines 
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give it a superficial resemblance to a hedgehog.sb’s physical resemblance to 

sb People often commented on his physical resemblance to his father.a family 
resemblance (=between members of the same family) Although they were brothers, 

there was no family resemblance between them.VERBSthere is a resemblance 
between sb/sth There is definitely a resemblance between the two girls.bear/have a 
resemblance to sb/sth (=seem similar) People said he bore a striking resemblance 

to the president.bear little/no resemblance to sb/sth (=seem very different) The 
film bears little resemblance to the book. | He bore no resemblance to the photograph 
in the newspaper.see a resemblance I don’t see any resemblance between your job 

and mine.PREPOSITIONSa resemblance to sb/sth Did you notice his resemblance 
to his father?a resemblance between people/things The resemblance between the 
two paintings was striking. 

resemble /rɪˈzembəl/ verb  to look like, or be similar to, someone or 

somethingADVERBSclosely/strongly/greatly resemble sth The painting closely 
resembles one of his earlier pictures.vaguely resemble sth (=slightly) I heard a weird 
sound vaguely resembling the bark of a dog.resemble sth superficially (= look 

similar to another thing – used when saying that it is actually very 
different) Termites resemble ants superficially.PREPOSITIONSresemble sth in 

shape/size/taste etc The building resembles a church in its tall narrow 
outline.PHRASESnothing remotely resembling sth (=nothing at all like something or 
as good as something)Nothing remotely resembling a cure has been found.in no way 

resemble sth (=not resemble it at all) In no way does she resemble her mother, who 
was a horrible person. 

resentment /rɪˈzentmənt/ noun  a feeling of anger because something has 

happened that you think is unfairADJECTIVESdeep resentment The new tax 

caused deep resentment among voters.widespread resentment (=among many 
people) The actions of the police during the strike caused widespread 
resentment.bitter resentment (=very strong) There was bitter resentment among 

people who had lost their land.great/considerable resentment The decision to cut 
wages led to great resentment among the workforce.growing/increasing 
resentment Food shortages caused growing resentment against the 

government.simmering/smouldering resentment (=felt for a long time but not 
expressed) His smouldering resentment against his neighbour erupted into 

violence.VERBScause/create resentment also lead to resentment Giving some 
students special privileges will cause resentment among the other students.feel 
resentment He felt a lot of resentment because of the way he had been treated by the 

government.harbour resentment BrE harbor resentment AmE (=continue to feel 
it) You obviously harbour some resentment against your ex-boyfriend.breed/provoke 
resentment (=cause it) These misunderstandings had bred resentment.arouse 

resentment (=make people feel it) The terms of his 
contract aroused deep resentment among the other players.fuel resentment (=make 
it stronger) Any further sign of unfair treatment would fuel the resentment that workers 

already felt.be filled with resentment Afterwards, he was filled with bitter 
resentment.PREPOSITIONSresentment at/over/about sth There was resentment 
at the way some people were able to avoid paying any tax.resentment 

against/towards sb There is a lot of resentment against the police.PHRASESa 
cause/source of resentment Her husband’s failure to do any housework was a 
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major source of resentment.a sense/feeling of resentment There is a strong sense 

of resentment among workers when they hear that bosses are getting huge 
bonuses. | If a friend keeps cancelling arrangements, feelings of resentment can 

develop. 

reservation /ˌrezəˈveɪʃən $ -zər-/ noun  1. an arrangement to use a place in a 

hotel, restaurant, plane etc at a particular time in the futureVERBSmake a 
reservation I made a reservation at our favourite hotel.have a reservation The 

waiter asked if we had a reservation.confirm a reservation We will send you an email 
to confirm your reservation.cancel a reservation She called the restaurant 
and cancelled the reservation.NOUNS + reservationa dinner/lunch 

reservation Dozens of people called the new restaurant to make dinner reservations.a 
hotel reservation I cancelled my hotel reservation.an airline reservation Make sure 
you have an airline reservation before booking the hotel.a seat reservation Seat 

reservations must be made in advance for all peak time trains.reservation + NOUNSa 
reservation fee There is a reservation fee if you book over the phone.a reservation 
service Rooms at these hotels are booked through a central reservations 

service.reservations staff Our reservations staff are waiting to take your 
call.PREPOSITIONSa reservation for sth/sb I made a reservation for lunch for eight 

people.a reservation for 7.30/8 o’clock/tonight etc We have a reservation 
for eight o’clock.a reservation at sth She had made a reservation at a hotel 
nearby.2. a feeling of doubt about whether something is good or 

right GrammarUsually plural in this meaning. VERBShave 

reservations I have my reservations about his work. | I had no reservations about her 
abilities as a manager.harbour reservations BrE formal harbor 

reservations AmE formal (=have them, especially for some time) We agreed to the 
change, although we still harboured some reservations.express/voice 
reservations (=say that you have reservations) He expressed reservations about the 

practicality of the idea.ADJECTIVESsome/certain reservations Despite some 
reservations, I recommend this book.serious/grave reservations They had serious 
reservations about the plan.strong reservations Five of the committee members 

expressed strong reservations about the product’s safety.considerable 
reservations We have considerable reservations about the government’s economic 
proposals.a minor/slight reservation (=not serious or important) I voted ‘yes’, 

although I had a few minor reservationsa major reservation (=serious or 
important) We have major reservations about his ability to do the 
job.PREPOSITIONSreservations about/over/concerning sth also reservations as 

to sth We had a few reservations concerning the car’s design.PHRASESwithout 
reservation I can say without reservation that he would be an excellent team coach. 

reserve1 /rɪˈzɜːv $ -ɜːrv/ verb  to arrange for a place in a hotel, restaurant, 

plane etc to be kept for you to use at a particular time in the futureNOUNSreserve a 
seat It’s a good idea to reserve seats on the train.reserve a table (=at a 
restaurant) I’d like to reserve a table for two.reserve a place Pay a deposit of £10, 

and we will reserve a place for your child on the course.reserve a room When visiting 
Korea on business, it is best to reserve your room well in advance.reserve a 
ticket Call the box office now to reserve your tickets.PREPOSITIONSreserve sth for 

sb/sth We’ve reserved a table for you. 
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reserve2 /rɪˈzɜːv $ -ɜːrv/ noun  1. a supply of something which you can use 

laterADJECTIVESa large/vast/huge reserve Iraq has vast oil reserves.a small 
reserve They kept a small reserve of money for use in emergencies.a dwindling 
reserve (=one that is becoming smaller) The company has dwindling cash reserves.a 

strategic reserve (=one held as part of a government’s plans) The country has 6 
million barrels of oil in its strategic reserve.VERBShave/hold a reserve The 
country has the largest oil reserves in the world.build up/accumulate a 

reserve (=get a lot of something so that you have a reserve) Birds need extra food 
to build up their fat reserves for winter.use/draw on a reserve The team will have 
to draw on their reserves of strength.dip into a reserve (=use some of a supply of 

money) Mexico was forced to dip into reserves to support the peso.deplete a 
reserve (=make it much smaller) A long period without rain 
had depleted water reserves.replenish a reserve (=make it bigger again) Sleep helps 

to replenish energy reserves.exhaust a reserve (=use all of it) We will need other 
forms of power when coal reserves have been exhausted.maintain a reserve The 
bank maintains a 10% cash reserve.exploit a reserve (=use it in an effective way) We 

now have the technology to exploit these gas reserves.NOUNS + reservea cash 
reserve Building up a cash reserve for the future makes good sense.a currency 

reserve The country’s currency reserves are lower than they were.a foreign 
exchange reserve The country could run out of foreign exchange 
reserves.gas/coal/oil/gold reserves The bank sold one fifth of its gold reserves last 

year.energy/fuel reserves The plane had already used most of its fuel reserves.fat 
reserves Animals need fat reserves for the winter.a contingency reserve (=one that 
can be used if a bad situation happens) The government has a small contingency 

reserve.PREPOSITIONSa reserve of sth Russia holds large reserves 
of gas.PHRASESkeep/hold sth in reserve (=keep it so that it is ready to be used if 

needed) The money should be kept in reserve until needed.THESAURUS: 

reserve→ store (2)2. BrE a place where wild animals and plants are 

protectedADJECTIVES/NOUNS + reservea wildlife/nature reserve They visited 

a wildlife reserve in Borneo.a game reserve The Masai Mara game reserve in Kenya is 
very popular with tourists.a bird/tiger etc reserve The area has a coastal bird 
reserve.a marine reserve (=one for sea animals) Marine reserves have a role in 

boosting fish stocks.a forest reserve The government wants to establish 
national forest reserves.VERBSvisit a reserve Hundreds of people 
have visited the reserve to see the birds.create/establish a reserve The Wildlife 

Trust has created a nature reserve.manage a reserve The 
organization manages ten reserves. 

reserved adjective  THESAURUS > quiet (2) 

residence AC /ˈrezədəns, ˈrezɪdəns/ noun formal  1. someone’s house – used 

especially about a large house where an important person livesADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ residencesb’s official residence The prime minister’s official residence is 10 
Downing Street.a private residence The hotel was formerly a private residence.the 
royal residence (=where the king or queen lives) Balmoral is the Queen’s royal 

residence in Scotland.the presidential residence (=where the president lives) Villa 
Somalia is the presidential residence.sb’s main/principal/primary residence The 
house is his main residence, but he also has a cottage in the country.a desirable 
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residence The old house was completely rebuilt and is now a very desirable 

residence.a summer residence Castel Gandolfo is the Pope’s summer residence.a 
country residence Sandringham House, the Queen’s country residence, is nearby.2. if 

someone is in residence somewhere, they are living there. Residence is used mainly in 
official contexts, or in formal writingPHRASESsb’s place/country of residence (=the 
place where someone lives) The form asks you to give your country of residence.sb is 

in residence (=they are staying in a place) The flag flies above the palace when the 
Queen is in residence.VERBStake up residence formal (=start living 
somewhere) Some bees have taken up residence in the wall.apply for 

residence (=ask for the legal right to live in a country) He applied 
for permanent residence in Canada.grant sb residence (=give official permission to 
live in a country) She was granted residence in the UK in 

2006.ADJECTIVESpermanent/temporary residence formal The birds seem to have 
taken up permanent residence near the lake.residence + NOUNSa residence 
permit (=an official document allowing you to live in a country) He had applied for 

a residence permit.a residence requirement (=something you have to do or have in 
order to be able to live in a country) You need to be able to satisfy UK residence 
requirements.sb’s residence status (=permission to live in a particular country) She 

has permanent residence status in Bolivia. 

resign /rɪˈzaɪn/ verb  to officially say that you will leave your job or 

positionVERBSbe forced to resign The manager was forced to resign after another 

terrible season for the club.be asked to resign There are rumours that the chief 
executive has been asked to resign.call on sb to resign (=say publicly that you think 
they should resign) Some politicians are calling on the prime minister to resign.decide 

to resign He decided to resign because of ill health.threaten to 
resign She threatened to resign if changes were not made immediately.refuse to 
resign Although he is deeply unpopular, he is refusing to resign as 

president.NOUNSresign your post/position/office She later resigned her post as 
minister of energy.resign your seat (=resign as member of Parliament, Congress, a 
committee etc) A majority of voters think he should resign his seat in Congress.resign 

your membership He recently resigned his membership of the National Rifle 
Association.resign the presidency (=resign as president) Richard 
Nixon resigned the presidency in 1974.resign your chairmanship (=resign as 

chairman) She has resigned her chairmanship of the committee.ADVERBSresign 
immediately We call on the company chairman to resign immediately.resign 
voluntarily (=without being forced to do so) There is little chance that she will resign 

voluntarily.resign unexpectedly/abruptly After receiving the prime minister’s full 
support yesterday, this morning he unexpectedly resigned. | He had to resign 
abruptly from the government when he became involved in a scandal.resign en 

masse (=resign in large numbers from an organization at the same time) Members of 
the Democratic Party resigned en masse last year.PREPOSITIONSresign from 
sth She resigned from the government last week.resign as sth He resigned 

as Governor in August.resign over sth (=because of it) I don’t think any minister will 
be asked to resign over this issue. 

resignation /ˌrezɪɡˈneɪʃən/ noun  1. an occasion when you tell someone you 

are leaving your jobVERBShand in your resignation also tender/submit your 
resignation formal (=say that you are going to leave an organization) I’m thinking 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1840] 

of handing in my resignation.announce your resignation (=tell people you have 

resigned) No one was surprised when she announced her resignation.accept sb’s 
resignation The prime minister reluctantly accepted her resignation.demand/call for 

sb’s resignation (=ask for it publicly) His political opponents demanded his 
resignation.offer your resignation Claire apologized and offered her 
resignation.withdraw your resignation (=say that you will not leave, after having 

said you would) The president persuaded him to withdraw his resignation.force sb’s 
resignation (=make them have to resign) Illness forced his resignation.turn 
down/reject sb’s resignation Initially, his resignation was rejected. | He offered his 

resignation but it was turned down by the prime minister.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ resignationsb’s immediate resignation They called for his immediate 
resignation.sb’s sudden resignation Her sudden resignation shocked everyone.a 

surprise/shock resignation They had to find a new coach after the shock 
resignation of Kenny Dalglish.mass resignations (=by a lot of people) The dispute led 
to mass resignations.PREPOSITIONSsb’s resignation as sth He announced his 

resignation as party secretary.sb’s resignation from sth No one knows the reasons 
for her resignation from the government.PHRASESa letter of resignation I’m thinking 
of writing a letter of resignation.a call for sb’s resignation Despite calls for his 

resignation, he is continuing in the job.2. calm acceptance of a bad situationPHRASESa 
look of resignation A look of resignation came over his face.a sigh of 
resignation She gave a sigh of resignation and turned away.a gesture of 

resignation He lifted his shoulders in a gesture of resignation.an air/note of 
resignation (=a feeling of resignation) They listened to the news with an air of 
resignation.ADJECTIVESweary resignation “OK I’ll lend you the money if you want,” 

she said with weary resignation.quiet resignation He accepted the news with quiet 
resignation. 

resist /rɪˈzɪst/ verb  1. to try to prevent something from 

happeningADVERBSstrongly/vigorously/strenuously resist sth They strongly 
resisted any attempt to change the law.fiercely resist sth The proposed change has 
been fiercely resisted by car companies.stubbornly resist sth (=in a very determined 

way) Workers stubbornly resisted all attempts to modernize the factory.successfully 
resist sth He successfully resisted a challenge to his leadership.actively resist 
sth (=by taking action) Opposition politicians say they will actively resist proposals to 

change the voting system.repeatedly resist sth They have repeatedly 
resisted attempts by foreign troops to take control of the island.NOUNSresist 
pressure The government resisted pressure to cut taxes.resist an attempt to do 

sth also resist efforts to do sth Club members resisted the chairman’s attempts 
to change the rules.resist change People resist change because they fear the 
unknown.resist demands/calls for sth She has so far resisted calls for her 

resignation.resist arrest (=fight with police officers who are trying to arrest 
you) Police said the suspect was injured while resisting arrest.resist an 
occupation (=fight against foreign soldiers controlling your country) He called upon 

people to organize into groups and resist the occupation.resist an invasion (=fight 
against foreign soldiers coming into your country) They were a small nation trying 
to resist an invasion by a military superpower.2. to stop yourself from having what you 

want, or doing something that you want to doPHRASEScannot resist (doing) sth I 
can’t resist chocolate. | I couldn’t resist teasing him.be unable/powerless to resist 
sth He was unable to resist the temptation to smoke.be hard/difficult to resist The 
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urge to follow them was hard to resist.be impossible to resist The impulse to give 

him a hug was almost impossible to resist.NOUNSresist the temptation to do 
sth He resisted the temptation to look back.resist the urge/impulse to do 

sth She resisted the urge to touch his hand.resist the lure/pull of sth (=resist its 
attractive quality) Bond could never resist the lure of a beautiful woman.sb cannot 
resist a challenge He is a man who cannot resist a challenge.resist an invitation It’s 

hard to resist an invitation like that.ADVERBSresist sth strongly/firmly She strongly 
resisted the temptation to tell him her news.resist sth successfully I had successfully 
resisted the urge to open another bottle of wine. 

resistance /rɪˈzɪstəns/ noun  1. a refusal to accept new ideas or 

changesADJECTIVESstrong/fierce/stiff resistance There was strong resistance to the 
changes among the staff. | The government is expecting fierce resistance to the tax 
increases. | The board is facing some stiff resistance to its proposals.considerable 

resistance The suggestion met with considerable resistance from his 
colleagues.stubborn resistance (=very determined and refusing to change) The 
workers’ stubborn resistance to the new system is frustrating for managers.token 

resistance (=only a small amount of resistance, because you know you cannot stop 
something from happening) His parents put up only a token resistance to his 

plans.VERBSput up/offer resistance (=resist someone or something) If the rest of us 
are agreed, I don’t think he’ll put up much resistance. | The 
teachers offered no resistance to the principal’s plans.meet (with) 

resistance also encounter resistance formal (=be resisted) Attempts to change the 
education system have met with strong resistance in many colleges.overcome 
resistance (=fight and win against it) The president will have to overcome 

resistance to the reforms in Congress.PREPOSITIONSresistance to sth Has there been 
much resistance to that idea?resistance from sb The plans to build the airport met 
with a lot of resistance from people living in the local area.2. fighting against someone 

who is attacking youADJECTIVESarmed resistance The soldiers met with little armed 
resistance and they quickly took control of the city.military resistance Military 
resistance against US troops continued.fierce/strong resistance Government troops 

met with fierce resistance from rebel forces.violent resistance Three days of violent 
resistance left over a thousand people dead.heroic resistance The people of 
Stalingrad put up a heroic resistance against the invading German army.little/no 

resistance The army met with little resistance and soon took the capital city.passive 
resistance (=a way of protesting or opposing a government without using 
violence) Women struggling for equal rights fought a campaign of passive 

resistance.VERBSput up/offer resistance (=resist someone or something) The 
invading army did not expect the local population to put up so much resistance. | When 
the police moved in, the demonstrators offered no resistance.meet (with) 

resistance also encounter resistance formal (=be resisted) The troops advanced 
swiftly, encountering only minor resistance.crush resistance (=end it by force) The 
dictator warned that any resistance would be crushed.resistance collapses Troops 

crossed the river with ease, as local resistance seemed to have collapsed.resistance + 

NOUNSthe resistance movement (=people who work together to resist forces 
controlling their country) Members of the resistance movement were arrested and 

shot.a resistance group Local resistance groups are well armed.a resistance 
fighter Resistance fighters had captured an enemy officer.PREPOSITIONSresistance 
from sb They met with strong resistance from local people.resistance against sb He 
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fought in the resistance against the occupying forces.3. the ability of something or 

someone to protect themselves against disease or damageVERBShave good/poor/no 
etc resistance Some crops have better resistance against 

pests.boost/improve/increase/strengthen resistance These drugs improve 
resistance to a range of diseases.weaken resistance Lack of food will 
also weaken your resistance.build up resistance (=become better able to protect 

against something) Many children who grow up here gradually build up resistance to 
malaria.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + resistancenatural resistance (=that a person, animal, 
plant etc has naturally) A stress-free environment helps strengthen animals’ natural 

resistance.disease resistance These crops are bred to have better disease 
resistance.fire resistance (=ability not to burn or be damaged by fire) The furniture 
must reach an acceptable standard of fire resistance.weather resistance (=ability to 

not be damaged by weather) The wood is treated with resin to improve weather 
resistance.drought resistance (=ability to survive for a long time without water) This 
variety of plant is selected for its drought resistance.PREPOSITIONSresistance to 

sth The special coating provides some resistance to heat. 

resolute /ˈrezəluːt/ adjective  THESAURUS > determined 

resolution AC /ˌrezəˈluːʃən/ noun  1. when someone solves an argument or a 

difficult situationADJECTIVES/NOUNS + resolutiona peaceful resolution also a non-

violent resolution The president says he hopes that there will be a peaceful 
resolution to the conflict.a speedy/swift/early resolution UN negotiators are trying 
to bring about an early resolution to the crisis.a successful/satisfactory 

resolution If there is no satisfactory resolution soon, the company may have to 
close.conflict/dispute resolution Professor Stephens is an expert on conflict 
resolution.VERBSbring about a resolution also reach/achieve a 

resolution They brought about a quick resolution to the strike by agreeing to the 
workers’ demands.find a resolution (=manage to achieve it) We think 
we’ve found a resolution to the problem.press for a resolution (=say that it should 

happen) Opposition politicians are pressing for a swift resolution to the 
crisis.PREPOSITIONSa resolution of/to sth We’re hoping for some sort of resolution 
to the crisis soon.2. a formal decision or statement agreed by a group, especially after 

a voteVERBSpass/approve/adopt a resolution The Security 
Council passed a resolution condemning the country’s aggression.reject/veto a 

resolution The National Assembly rejected the resolution.propose/introduce a 
resolution also put forward a resolution The resolution was proposed by the 
chairman of the committee.table a resolution (=officially propose 

it) She tabled a resolution asking the Council to approve her plans.vote on a 
resolution After a brief discussion, members voted on the resolution.consider a 
resolution We called a meeting to consider a resolution calling for him to 

resign.debate a resolution The committee will debate this resolution next 
week.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + resolutiona draft resolution (=one that has been 
proposed, but not finally agreed) They rejected a draft resolution prepared by the 

United States.a UN Security Council resolution He wanted a UN Security Council 
resolution authorizing the use of military force.PREPOSITIONSunder a 
resolution (=according to it) Our duty under the resolution is to keep peace in the 

area.a resolution on sth Will there be a resolution on sending additional troops to the 
region?PHRASESa resolution calling for sth We support the EU resolution calling for a 
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ban on the use of these fishing nets.a resolution condemning sth The UN Security 

Council tabled a resolution condemning the invasion.a resolution authorizing sth He 
wanted support for a resolution authorizing America’s entry into the war. 

resolve AC /rɪˈzɒlv $ rɪˈzɑːlv, rɪˈzɒːlv/ verb  to find a satisfactory way of dealing 

with a problem or difficultyADVERBSresolve sth fully/completely The problem has 
not yet been fully resolved.resolve sth satisfactorily We are hoping that the dispute 
can be satisfactorily resolved.resolve sth peacefully The police say they want 

to resolve the situation peacefully, without using force.resolve sth amicably (=in a 
friendly way) We will always do our best to resolve complaints amicably.resolve sth 
quickly/promptly/swiftly The matter was resolved fairly quickly.resolve sth 

diplomatically (=by political discussions, not military force) We hope that the two 
sides can resolve the dispute diplomatically.NOUNSresolve a 
problem/crisis/situation Action is being taken to resolve the problem.resolve a 

dispute/conflict Open discussion is the only way to resolve a dispute.resolve an 
issue/matter/question Unless this issue is resolved, there is no chance of reaching 
an agreement.resolve your differences (=stop arguing with each other) She had 

finally resolved her differences with her mother.PREPOSITIONSresolve sth 
by/through sth Most problems are best resolved through discussion. 

resort /rɪˈzɔːt $ -ɔːrt/ noun  a place where a lot of people go for 

holidaysADJECTIVES/NOUNS + resorta tourist resort Sharm el-Sheikh is a well-known 
tourist resort in Egypt, on the Red Sea. | There are plans to turn the town into a tourist 
resort.a holiday resort BrE The south coast of the island is full of crowded holiday 

resorts.a popular resort The popular resort of Brighton is only 50 minutes away from 
London.a fashionable resort They ski at the fashionable resort of Aspen, Colorado.a 
beach resort We stayed at a relaxing beach resort on the east coast.a coastal 

resort The coastal resort of Phuket in Thailand is very popular with Western tourists.a 
seaside resort BrE (=next to the sea) Newquay is a popular seaside resort in 
Cornwall.a ski resort/winter resort The lack of snow is causing problems for ski 

resorts.a mountain resort The royal couple are having a two-week holiday in the 
exclusive Swiss mountain resort of Klosters.a lakeside resort We visited some 
beautiful lakeside resorts.a health resort (=a place where people go for health 

treatments) Bath was famous as a health resort in the 18th century.a lively 
resort Pattaya is a lively resort with plenty of bars and cafés.resort + NOUNSa resort 

town/area/centre They’re only a five-minute stroll away from the main resort 
centre with all its bars, restaurants, and nightlife.a resort hotel There are plans to 
build a major resort hotel and golf course.a resort complex (=a group of buildings, or 

a large building with many parts) The hotel is part of a resort complex offering a range 
of facilities.a resort island They stayed on the Indonesian resort island of Bali.a 
resort city The meeting will take place in the Mexican resort city of 

Cancun.PREPOSITIONSat/in a resort They had a two-week holiday in the resort of 
Orlando. 

resource AC /rɪˈzɔːs, -ˈsɔːs $ ˈriːsɔːrs/ noun  1. something such as land or oil 

that exists in a country and can be used to increase its wealth GrammarOften plural  

in this meaning. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + resourcenatural resources The country has 

always relied on coal and other natural resources.mineral resources This area is rich 

in mineral resources.energy resources This small nation has few energy resources of 
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its own.a renewable resource (=one that replaces itself naturally, or is easily 

replaced) Trees are a renewable resource.a non-renewable resource We should 
reduce our use of non-renewable resources.a finite resource (=one which is limited in 

amount, so that it will no longer exist if people continue to use it) Crude oil is a finite 
resource.dwindling resources (=becoming smaller and smaller, so that there is very 
little left) We need to change the way we manage the Earth’s dwindling 

resources.water/oil resources The discovery of oil resources in the North Sea was 
good for Britain’s economy.a national resource High-quality agricultural land is a 
valuable national resource.VERBSuse resources Modern products use fewer 

natural resources.exploit resources (=get them out of the ground and use them to 
make or do things) Russia still has huge resources waiting to be exploited.tap 
resources (=get them from a place) Several nations are eager to tap the 

mineral resources in Antarctica.PHRASESbe rich in resources (=have a lot of 
them) Swaziland is rich in natural resources.2. something such as money, workers, or 

materials that is available to use GrammarOften plural in this  

meaning. ADJECTIVESavailable resources We will need to use all our available 

resources.limited/scarce resources The charity does a great job with very limited 

resources.meagre resources BrE meager resources AmE (=very small in 
amount) The family would have to manage on very meagre 
resources.additional/extra resources The hospital would need extra resources if 

there was a major disaster.a valuable/precious resource Summer workers are 
a valuable resource for the farming industry.an untapped resource (=which exists 
but is not used) Women workers were a great untapped resource.financial/economic 

resources Lack of financial resources should not be a barrier to education.material 
resources (=money, equipment, and other things that people have) Material resources 
are not the only things that matter – you can have all these things and still be 

unhappy.electronic/digital resources (=information, tools etc that exist in electronic 
form) Modern libraries have a wealth of electronic resources.human 
resources formal (=the workers in a company, or the department responsible for 

hiring and managing them) She’s head of human resources for a major chemical 
company.VERBShave resources Do the police have all the resources they need?use 
resources also make use of resources We 

must use our resources efficiently.allocate resources (=give them to a particular 
person, group etc) I spoke to the official who was in charge 
of allocating the resources.target resources (=decide to use them for a particular 

purpose) Limited resources need to be targeted at the most urgent projects.pool your 
resources (=put together the resources that each of you have) The three 
families pooled their resources to buy a business.waste resources We cannot afford 

to waste our resources on fighting each other.resource + NOUNSa resource 
centre BrE a resource center AmE (=a place where books and other materials are 
available for people to use) The building has a resource centre for unemployed 

people.resource management Politicians are calling for better resource 
management in our hospitals.resource allocation (=the job of giving resources to 
particular groups, departments etc) He makes very important decisions relating 

to resource allocation. 
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respect1 /rɪˈspekt/ verb  1. to admire someone because you think they are very 

good, fair etcADVERBSrespect sb greatly I admire her and respect her greatly.highly 
respected The author is a highly respected historian.widely respected (=by many 
people) The general is widely respected in the army.well respected She was well 

respected by her colleagues.much respected David was a much respected member of 
the staff.widely respected (=by many people in many places) Johnson was widely 
respected as a critic.internationally respected The former US president is 

an internationally respected figure.universally respected (=respected by 
everyone) Pele is one of the most universally respected footballers of all time.PHRASESa 
respected member Her father was a greatly respected member of the community.a 

respected figure (=person) We were lucky to have such a respected figure as a 
teacher.a respected journalist/historian/writer etc The programme’s presenter is 
a respected historian.PREPOSITIONSrespect sb for sth She respected him for his 

honesty.2. to treat something as being very important and not do anything against 
itNOUNSrespect sb’s wishes The council should respect the wishes of local 
people.respect sb’s views I respect your views even if I don’t agree with 

them.respect sb’s decision/choice I had to respect my son’s decision.respect the 
law/a rule She had been brought up to respect the law.respect sb’s 

right(s) Governments must respect human rights.respect sb’s 
privacy We respect the privacy of our customers, and never pass personal information 
on to anybody else.respect confidentiality (=respect the right to keep something 

secret) Doctors must respect the confidentiality of patients.respect a 
need Please respect the needs of others by keeping noise to a minimum.respect 
differences/diversity We should respect differences between ourselves and other 

people and their cultures.respect the environment We teach children 

to respect the environment.THESAURUS: respect→ obey 

respect2 /rɪˈspekt/ noun  1. the feeling you have when you think someone is 

good or the standard of their work is goodADJECTIVESgreat respect He liked Bill and 
had great respect for his ability as chairman.the utmost respect (=a lot of respect) I 
have the utmost respect for the prime minister.mutual respect (=when two people 

respect each other) Their relationship is based on mutual respect.grudging 
respect (=respect, after at first feeling uncertain or unwilling about this) For the first 
time in his life, he felt a grudging respect for Ryan.VERBShave/feel respect for 

sb/sth I have great respect for his work.win/earn/gain respect (=start to be 
respected) The new coach quickly earned the respect of his players.command 
respect (=be respected) Lady Thatcher commanded huge respect from everyone she 

worked with.deserve respect Nurses deserve our respect and admiration.lose 
respect for sb (=no longer respect them) She had lost all respect for him.lose sb’s 
respect (=no longer be respected by them) Once a child knows you have lied, you 

will lose their respect.PREPOSITIONSrespect for sb/sth I have a lot of respect 
for people like Jane.2. behaviour in which you treat other people politely, or treat 
something as being importantVERBSshow respect Students should show respect for 

their teachers.treat sb/sth with respect When we were young, we treated our 
parents with respect.have respect for sb/sth That boy has no respect 

for authority.get respect (=be treated with respect) You get more respect if you dress 
smartly.ADJECTIVESproper respect (=suitable) A guest should be treated with proper 
respect.deep respect The islanders have a deep respect for the 
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ocean.PHRASESrespect for sb/sth They have no respect for human rights.out of 

respect (for sb/sth) (=because you respect someone or something) Alcohol will not 
be served, out of respect for our Muslim visitors.PHRASESa lack of respect The boys 

showed a complete lack of respect for authority.as a mark of respect (=as a sign of 
respect, especially for someone who has just died) As a mark of respect for the victims, 
they held a minute’s silence.with (all) due respect formal (=used when you disagree 

with someone or criticize them in a polite way) With all due respect, I think you’re 
wrong.3. an aspect of somethingPHRASESin some/certain respects In some 
respects, this is true.in this/that respect Her mother is very beautiful, and Kim takes 

after her in that respect.in one respect In one respect, he improved the system.in 
every respect/in all respects The hotel was good in every respect. 

respectable /rɪˈspektəbəl/ adjective  THESAURUS > good (3) 

respond AC /rɪˈspɒnd $ rɪˈspɑːnd/ verb  to do something as a reaction to 

something that has been said or doneADVERBSrespond immediately The US 
government responded immediately to their request for help.respond 
quickly/rapidly/promptly You need to respond quickly in an emergency.respond 

positively/favourably (=in a way that shows you like something) People responded 
favourably to the changes.respond appropriately/effectively Businesses 
must respond appropriately to changing markets.respond accordingly (=in a way that 

is suitable or based on what has happened) Inform us of any problem and we 
will respond accordingly.respond angrily He responded angrily to claims that he had 
cheated.respond enthusiastically Eugenie responded enthusiastically to this 

news.respond positively/negatively (=in a way that shows you do not like 
something) Teachers have responded negatively to the government’s 
plans.NOUNSrespond to a request/demand/call They responded to our request for 

information.respond to a question/query We will respond to questions at the end of 
the meeting.respond to a need Schools need to respond to the needs of all their 
students.respond to a change Companies had to respond to these changes.respond 

to a challenge The children responded well to the challenge.respond to 
pressure Political leaders have responded to public pressure by changing the 
law.respond to a concern (=respond to something that people are worried about) The 

school has responded to the concerns of parents.respond to a 
situation/event/incident He responded to the situation in a very calm way.respond 

to a problem/threat/crisis Governments need to respond to the problem of world 
poverty.respond to criticism He responded to criticism that his plan was not 
practical.PREPOSITIONSrespond to sth We aim to respond to complaints 

quickly.respond by doing sth Her father responded by sending her some more 
money.respond with sth Villagers responded with offers of help.PHRASESfail to 
respond The pilot failed to respond quickly enough to the situation, and the plane 

crashed. 

response AC /rɪˈspɒns $ rɪˈspɑːns/ noun  something that is done as a reaction to 

something that has happened or been saidADJECTIVESa pospitive/favourable 
response (=which shows you like something) The measures were greeted with 

a positive response from most business leaders.a negative response (=which shows 
you do not like something) I didn’t understand the negative response to the book.a 
good/encouraging response (=when people like something or show interest) We’ve 

had a good response from the students to our questionnaire.a poor response (=not 
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many people have responded) So far there has been a poor response to our appeals for 

information.an enthusiastic response There has been an enthusiastic response to the 
UN’s proposals.a lukewarm response (=not showing much interest or excitement) His 

suggestion got only a lukewarm response.a mixed response (=when some people like 
or agree with something but others do not) Despite a mixed response from critics, the 
film has done well at the box office.sb’s immediate response When he heard the 

news, his immediate response was disbelief.a direct response (=with no other factors 
involved) Her resignation was a direct response to the party’s poor results in the 
elections.an appropriate response She laughed, which didn’t really seem an 

appropriate response.an angry response The decision provoked an angry 
response from residents.an emotional response Students were asked to write about 
their emotional response to the poem.a strong response (=a reaction that people feel 

very strongly) The photograph provoked a strong response from the 
public.VERBSget/receive a response She got an enthusiastic response to her 
suggestion. | The proposal has received a positive response from many MPs.meet with 

a response (=get it) The changes met with a mixed response from 
employees.provoke a response (=cause a quick or sudden response) The 
report provoked a strong response from senior police officers.bring a response His 

cries for help brought no response.draw/produce a response His comments drew an 
angry response from other EU leaders.elicit/evoke a response formal (=get someone 
to respond) So far I have failed to elicit any response to my inquiry.response + 

NOUNSthe response time (=how long someone or something takes to respond, 
especially the emergency services) The average response time to 999 calls is 4 
minutes.the response rate (=the number of people who respond to 

something) The response rate was so low that the survey is not 
reliable.PREPOSITIONSsb’s response to sth We have been overwhelmed by the 
public’s response to our appeal for help.a response from sb His first novel received a 

favourable response from the critics.in response to sth (=because something has 
happened or someone has said or done something) The law was passed in response 
to public pressure.PHRASESa lack of response She was disappointed by the lack of 

response to her request. 

responsibility /rɪˌspɒnsəˈbɪləti, rɪˌspɒnsɪˈbɪləti $ rɪˌspɑːn-/ noun  1. a duty to be 

in charge of somethingADJECTIVESmy/your/her etc responsibility It’s my 

responsibility to make sure that the work is done on time.personal 
responsibility Workers have personal responsibility for the quality of the products they 
produce.direct/total responsibility He has taken over direct responsibility for the 

running of the company.sole responsibility (=not shared with others) The financial 
director has sole responsibility for financial matters.overall responsibility (=for all of 
something) The Department for Education has overall responsibility for schools and 

universities.collective responsibility (=shared equally by a group of people) Head 
teachers should encourage a sense of collective responsibility among teachers.primary 
responsibility (=you are the person who has the main responsibility) I have primary 

responsibility for the children.ultimate responsibility (=responsibility for making a 
final decision) Ultimate responsibility for the company lies with its directors.VERBSbe 
sb’s responsibility It’s the project manager’s responsibility to make sure that we don’t 

spend too much money.have responsibility for (doing) sth The prime minister has 
responsibility for running the government.take responsibility for (doing) sth Who do 
you trust to take responsibility for our country’s defence?take on 
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responsibility also assume responsibility formal (=start to have responsibility for 

something) Men are taking on more responsibility at home. | The government must 
assume greater responsibility for the care of the elderly.shoulder 

responsibility (=agree to start having a difficult or unpleasant duty) Should 
children shoulder responsibility for caring for their elderly parents?exercise 
responsibility formal (=take action because you have responsibility for 

something) Governments must exercise their responsibility to protect their 
people.shirk responsibility (=not accept a duty you should accept) He doesn’t shirk 
responsibility.abdicate responsibility formal (=refuse to have responsibility for 

something any longer) The state should not allow parents to abdicate responsibility for 
their children.the responsibility lies/rests with sb (=they are responsible for it) The 
responsibility for learning lies with the student.PREPOSITIONSresponsibility for sth He 

is a manager with responsibility for over 100 staff.PHRASESa position of 
responsibility (=a job in which you have a lot of responsibility) People in positions of 
responsibility should not behave like this.a sense of responsibility (=a feeling that 

you are responsible) She felt an enormous sense of responsibility towards the rest of 
the band.a burden of responsibility (=a lot of responsibility, that worries you) Being 
the only wage earner put a great burden of responsibility on my father.2. blame for 

something bad that has happenedADJECTIVESfull responsibility The airline 
accepted full responsibility for the crash.personal responsibility I take personal 
responsibility for what went wrong.VERBSaccept/take responsibility for sth The 

doctor admitted full responsibility for the error that led to her death. | He said that 
he took responsibility for his actions.claim/admit responsibility (for sth) (=say that 
you are responsible for something bad) No group has yet claimed responsibility for the 

bombings.deny responsibility for sth He denied responsibility, blaming the other 
driver for the accident.bear responsibility for sth (=be responsible for something 
bad) Developed countries must bear much of the responsibility for environmental 

problems.PREPOSITIONSresponsibility for sth The firm is denying all responsibility 
for the mistake.3. something you have to do or ought to doADJECTIVESa big/major 
responsibility (=involving a lot of work) Running a farm is a big responsibility.a 

heavy responsibility (=serious and important) You take on a heavy responsibility 
when you adopt a child.daily/day-to-day responsibilities Her day-to-day 
responsibilities involve answering the phone and typing letters.a moral 

responsibility (=that you do because it is the right thing to do, rather than because 
you have to do it) We have a moral responsibility to help people in developing 
countries.a social responsibility (=towards society) Companies have social 

responsibilities – it’s not just about making as much profit as possible.NOUNS 

+ responsibilityfamily/work responsibilities I can’t stay late in the evenings because 
of family responsibilities.VERBShave a responsibility to do sth We all have a 

responsibility to protect the environment.take on a responsibility (=start doing 
something someone has asked you to do) She was happy to take on the 
extra responsibilities.carry out/meet your responsibilities (=do what you should 

do) He was too ill to carry out his responsibilities as governor.face your 
responsibilities (=start doing what you should be doing) It’s time you faced your 

responsibilities and started thinking about your kids.shirk your responsibilities (=not 
do what you should be doing) She was always trying to shirk her 
responsibilities.PREPOSITIONSsb’s responsibility is to sb/sth A doctor’s first 

responsibility is to his patients. 
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responsible /rɪˈspɒnsəbəl $ rɪˈspɑːn-/ adjective  1. used for saying that a 

person or thing did something or caused a situationADVERBSdirectly responsible He 
has been blamed for the failure of the company but he is not directly 
responsible.indirectly responsible The parents are indirectly responsible for the 

problems their son has caused.partly responsible They were both partly 
responsible for the breakup of their marriage.largely responsible Exports are largely 
responsible for their impressive economic performance.personally responsible (=the 

one person who is responsible) I will hold you personally responsible if anything goes 
wrong.VERBShold sb responsible (=consider someone to be responsible) If these keys 
get lost, I will hold you responsible.feel responsible I would feel responsible if 

anything went wrong.be thought/believed to be responsible Local youths 
are thought to be responsible for the fire. | Many children have birth defects and toxic 
chemicals from a nearby factory are believed to be responsible.find sb responsible If 

the courts find him responsible, he will have to pay a fine.PREPOSITIONSresponsible 
for sth The person responsible for the accident should pay for any 
damage.PHRASESthose responsible (=the people who are responsible) Those 

responsible for this terrible crime will be severely punished.THESAURUS: 

responsibleguiltyresponsible for committing a crime and going to be punished for  

it:If he is found guilty, he will go to jail for a long time. | The jury decided she 

was guilty of murder. | He pleaded guilty to two charges of theft.to blameresponsible  

for a bad situation:The government is to blame for the crisis. | She admitted that she 

herself was partly to blame.be sb’s faultif a mistake or bad situation is someone’s  

fault, they are responsible for it:It’s not my fault you lost your bag. | If you fail  

because you didn’t study, it’s your own fault.2. if you are responsible for someone or 

something, it is your duty to be in charge of themADVERBSlegally responsible Your 
parents are legally responsible for you until the age of 18.solely responsible One 

person can’t be solely responsible for all this work.jointly responsible John and Alan 
are jointly responsible for paying the rent.collectively responsible All members of the 
team are collectively responsible for decisions.primarily/mainly responsible In most 

homes, women are still primarily responsible for buying food.responsible + NOUNSa 
responsible position/job (=one that is important because you are in charge of 
someone or something) Judges have a very responsible position in society. | Caring for 

children is a responsible job.PREPOSITIONSresponsible for sth Linda is responsible 
for a large sales team.3. sensible or showing respect for other peopleresponsible + 

NOUNSresponsible behaviour BrE responsible behavior AmE In this school, we try 

to encourage responsible behaviour.a responsible attitude She admired 
his responsible attitude towards his work.the responsible use of sth They teach 

students about the responsible use of the internet.a responsible adult It’s time you 
started behaving like a responsible adult.a responsible citizen We are trying to 
be responsible citizens.responsible drinking (=not drinking too much alcohol) Young 

people need to learn about responsible drinking.ADVERBSsocially/environmentally 
responsible They are keen to be seen as a socially responsible company. | How can 
you do your job in a more environmentally responsible way? 

rest1 verb  to stop working or doing an activity for a time and sit down or lie 

down to relaxPHRASESrest for a few minutes/a while etc You will feel better if 
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you rest for a few minutes.stop and rest I need to stop and rest.THESAURUS: 

resttake a rest also have a rest especially BrEto stop what you are doing for a  

period of time so that you can relax:Murray will now take a rest before the competition  

next month. | There was a TV in the hotel room, and sometimes I escaped up there to  

have a rest. | A spokesman said that the Senator needed to take a rest from the 

campaign activity.take a break also have a break especially BrEto stop what you are 

doing for a short time, so that you can rest or do something else – often used about  

stopping a meeting, class etc for a short time:Is it all right if we have a short break at  

about 10.30? | I spoke to the actor as he was taking a break  

from rehearsals. | Let’s take a break now for coffee.take it easy also take things 

easyto do things gently and with less effort than usual, in order to avoid becoming 

worried or tired, especially because you are not feeling strong or healthy:After the 

operation, she decided to take things easy for a month or two. | I thought I’d take it  

easy tonight.put your feet up informalto rest for a short time after a tiring activity,  

especially by sitting with your feet resting on something:Kate poured herself a drink  

and put her feet up. | When you’re pregnant and doing a full-time job, you must find  

time to put your feet up.chill/chill out informalto spend time relaxing and doing  

things that do not need a lot of effort – used by young people:We chilled out in front of  

the TV with a couple of beers. | I like chilling with the guys and playing pool or  

watching movies.  

rest2 /rest/ noun  a period of time when you are relaxing or 

sleepingVERBShave/take a rest I’m going upstairs to have a rest.need a rest also be 
in need of a rest He’d been gardening all day and needed a rest.get some rest You’d 

better get some rest if you’re driving back tonight.deserve a rest I think we deserve a 
rest after all that hard work.give sth a rest (=stop using a part of your body for a 
while) Try and give your ankle a rest so it can heal.ADJECTIVESa well-earned/well-

deserved rest (=a rest after working hard) Our players are taking a well-earned 
rest before the start of the new season.a complete rest The doctor had advised a 
complete rest for a fortnight.a little/short rest He decided to stop and take a short 

rest.a long rest What I need is a nice long rest.a good rest (=a complete rest that 
relaxes you) After a good rest, he felt a lot better.enough rest also adequate 
rest formal Make sure you get adequate rest.rest + NOUNSa rest day/period The 

players will get a rest day on Monday.PREPOSITIONSa rest from sth She decided that 
she needed a rest from her job and booked a vacation. 

restaurant /ˈrestərɒnt $ -rənt, -rɑːnt/ noun  a place where you can buy and eat 

a mealADJECTIVES/NOUNS + restauranta Chinese/Italian etc restaurant I booked a 
table at a local Italian restaurant.an expensive restaurant He took her out to an 
expensive restaurant.a trendy/fashionable restaurant The hotel is surrounded by 

elegant boutiques and trendy restaurants.a fancy restaurant informal (=expensive 
and fashionable) We went out to a fancy restaurant for our anniversary.a posh 
restaurant informal (=expensive and formal) I can’t afford to eat at posh 

restaurants on my salary.a fast-food restaurant (=one where you can get meals such 
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as hamburgers, French fries etc) The High Street is full of fast-food restaurants.a self-

service restaurant (=one where you collect the food yourself) You need to go up to 
the counter to get your food – it’s a self-service restaurant.a fish/seafood 

restaurant I went to a seafood restaurant by the harbour for lunch.a hotel 
restaurant We went downstairs for a meal in the hotel restaurant.a pizza/sushi etc 
restaurant She worked as a waitress in a pizza restaurant.VERBS + restaurantgo to a 

restaurant We went to a little Italian restaurant near Covent Garden.take sb to a 
restaurant He’s taking me to a Japanese restaurant in town.eat at/in a 
restaurant also dine at/in a restaurant formal Have you eaten 

in this restaurant before?manage/run/operate a restaurant My husband and 
I ran a restaurant together.own a restaurant Her family owns a restaurant which she 
manages.open a restaurant (=start operating a new restaurant) He plans to open a 

chain of restaurants in the Midwest. | A new restaurant has just opened across the 
road.restaurant + VERBSa restaurant serves sth The restaurant serves lunch from 
midday until 2.30.a restaurant specializes in sth Restaurants near the waterfront 

tend to specialize in seafood.restaurant + NOUNSa restaurant manager I asked to 
speak to the restaurant manager.restaurant meals There is a choice of bar snacks 
or restaurant meals.PHRASESa chain of restaurants The company owns a chain of 

restaurants.THESAURUS: restaurantcafeteria also canteen BrEa place at work  

or school where you can have meals which are made there, often at low prices:I  

usually have lunch in the cafeteria.café/coffee shopa place where you can get coffee 

and other non-alcoholic drinks, cakes, and small meals:We stopped for a coffee in a  

little café off Oxford Street.diner AmEa restaurant where you can eat cheap and 

simple food:He had breakfast at the diner.  

restore /rɪˈstɔː $ -ɔːr/ verb  THESAURUS > repair1 

restraint noun  1. calm sensible behaviour in a difficult 

situationADJECTIVESgreat restraint He has behaved with great restraint.admirable 
restraint “I’m a little disappointed,” she said with admirable restraint.the utmost 
restraint (=very great) The president called for the utmost restraint from the two 

nations to avoid war.VERBSshow restraint She showed great restraint in dealing with 
rude, angry customers.exercise restraint (=show restraint) We call on the protesters 
to exercise restraint.call for/urge restraint (=ask people to show restraint) He 

wanted to attack, but his advisers urged restraint. | He called for restraint in response 
to the bombings.PREPOSITIONSrestraint in (doing) sth The police were praised for 
their restraint in handling the riots.2. a limit on something, or the act of limiting 

something GrammarUsually plural in this meaning. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ restraintfinancial restraints (=a situation in which you do not have enough 

money) Because of financial restraints, people are retiring later.legal 
restraints (=legal limits on what you can do) There are legal restraints on what we can 
publish about the case.wage/pay restraint (=limiting pay increases for 

workers) Wage restraint is necessary to help control inflation.physical 
restraint (=holding someone to stop them moving or escaping) If a prisoner becomes 
violent, the police can use physical restraint.VERBSimpose/place restraints on 

sth (=put limits on something) She tried to impose restraints on her son’s 
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behaviour.PREPOSITIONSa restraint on/upon sth We oppose any restraints on our 

freedom.without restraint Everyone has the right to speak without restraint. 

restriction AC /rɪˈstrɪkʃən/ noun  a rule or law that limits or controls what 

people can do GrammarUsually plural. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + restrictionsevere/strict 

restrictions The government put severe restrictions on the media.tough/tight 
restrictions Many voters want to see tighter restrictions on gun ownership. | He called 

for tougher restrictions on alcohol advertising.petty restrictions (=that seem 
unreasonable and unnecessary) The removal of petty restrictions has made it much 
easier to do business.financial restrictions The financial restrictions imposed on the 

country are finally being lifted.legal restrictions Legal restrictions prevented him from 
talking to news reporters.speed restrictions Drivers are ignoring speed 
restrictions.age restrictions There are no age restrictions for taking part in the 

competition.trade restrictions (=on the sale of goods between countries) Trade 
restrictions between the islands were removed.import/export restrictions Import 
restrictions on manufactured goods have been lifted.travel restrictions The 

government placed travel restrictions on people who were suspected of being 
terrorists.planning restrictions (=controlling what buildings can be built 
somewhere) There are planning restrictions on what kind of houses can be built in this 

area.parking restrictions Are there parking restrictions in the city centre?visa 
restrictions Visa restrictions limit the time overseas nationals can spend in the country 
to six months.VERBSput/place restrictions on sth The 

authorities placed strict restrictions on diamond exports.impose 
restrictions formal (=put restrictions on something) Some countries have imposed 
restrictions on advertising aimed at children.introduce restrictions Other cities now 

plan to introduce similar traffic restrictions.lift/remove restrictions (=end them) He 
promised to lift restrictions on press freedom.abolish restrictions (=officially end 
them completely) We want to abolish age restrictions on recruitment.tighten 

restrictions (=make them stricter) The government recently tightened restrictions on 
immigration.enforce restrictions (=make people obey them) Bar owners will have 
to enforce restrictions on smoking.relax/ease restrictions (=make them less 

strict) The EU relaxed restrictions on UK beef.a restriction applies to 
sb/sth These restrictions will apply to everyone who lives in the 
area.PREPOSITIONSrestrictions on sth There are restrictions on travel to Cuba by US 

citizens. | Restrictions on trade were lifted.without restriction(s) We could travel 
wherever we wanted, without restriction.the restriction of sth The restriction 
of competition will hurt the economy.PHRASESthere is no restriction on sth There is 

no restriction on the amount of money you can take out of your bank account.be 
subject to a restriction (=be affected by it) Court cases are subject 

to reporting restrictions. 

restructure /ˌriːˈstrʌktʃə $ -ər/ verb  THESAURUS > change1 (2) 

result /rɪˈzʌlt/ noun  1. something that happens because of another thing, or 

because of someone’s actionsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + resulta direct result The country’s 

economic problems are a direct result of the situation in the US.an indirect 
result (=not directly caused by something, but related to it in some way) The job 
losses were the indirect result of lower-cost imports.the final/end result No one 

knows what the final result of all these changes will be. | It will be hard work, but the 
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end result will be worth the effort.good/positive/satisfactory/excellent 

results The new approach is starting to have some positive results.disappointing 
results (=not as good as you had hoped) The results of the campaign have been 

disappointing.disastrous/catastrophic results (=extremely bad) The government 
decided to increase taxes, with disastrous results for the economy.the overall/net 
result (=after everything has been considered) The net result was a decrease in the 

overall amount of crime.the immediate result The immediate result of the treatment 
was a sudden change in his behaviour.an inevitable result (=one that is impossible to 
avoid) If oil prices increase, the inevitable result is that other prices will also 

increase.the desired result (=the result you want) We use tried and tested materials 
because we know they will produce the desired result.VERBShave a result The reforms 
had some unintended results.achieve/obtain a result The artist achieved the result 

he wanted.produce a result also yield a result formal This method of growing crops 
can produce some excellent results. | Investment in training yielded some 
positive results.PREPOSITIONSsth is a result of sth High unemployment is a 

direct result of the recession. | Accidents are the inevitable result of driving too fast.as 
a result of sth (=because of it) As a result of the pilots’ strike, all flights have had to 
be cancelled.with the result (that)... Sara was ill last week, with the result that she 

missed an important test.with ... results His parachute failed to open properly, with 

disastrous results.THESAURUS: resultconsequencesomething important that  

happens as the result of a decision or action:Global warming will have serious  

consequences for the environment. | Rising prices are the inevitable consequence 

of the grain shortage (=which it is impossible to avoid). | Scientists are warning  

that there could be dire consequences if action against global warming is not taken 

soon (=very bad things could happen as a result of something).repercussionsthe bad 

effects that happen later as a result of an event, often a long time afterwards:The 

economic crisis in the US is likely to have serious repercussions for the rest of the 

world. | The scandal could have major repercussions for his career.outcomethe final  

result of a meeting, election, war etc:The final outcome of the election remained in  

doubt for several days. | So, what is the likely outcome for Spain?the upshotthe final  

result of a situation, especially when this was unexpected:The upshot of all this was  

that the trial had to be delayed.the fruits of sth literarythe things that have been 

achieved as a result of someone’s efforts – used especially in the following phrases:He 

did not live to see the fruits of his labours. | They can now enjoy the fruits of their  

success.2. the information produced by a scientific test or from 

researchADJECTIVESthe results are positive/negative (=they show something is or 
is not present) When they tested him for the disease, the results were negative.the 
first/initial/preliminary results (=the results that you get at the 

beginning) The initial results of the research look good.a promising result (=showing 
something is likely to be successful or good in the future) So far, the results seem 
highly promising. | We have had promising results with this drug in treating 

patients.experimental results (=that are obtained from an experiment) There may be 
more than one way to interpret experimental results.clinical results (=relating to the 
medical treatment of patients) The long term clinical results are very good, with failure 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1854] 

rates of less than 1% a year.NOUNS + resultthe test results The blood test 

results came back normal.the laboratory results We are still waiting for 
the laboratory results.result + VERBSresults show/reveal sth The results of their 

tests showed that there was a high level of pollution in the area.results 
suggest/indicate sth (=show that something is likely) Our results suggest that boys 
benefit from this kind of teaching.results confirm sth These results confirm our earlier 

findings.results demonstrate sth (=show that it is definitely true) The results of the 
clinical trial clearly demonstrate the effectiveness of the drug.VERBS 

+ resultanalyze/examine/evaluate the results When we analyzed the results more 

closely, we found traces of lead in the paint.wait for the results The doctors are 
still waiting for the results to come back from the laboratory.get/see/obtain the 
results We won’t know anything for certain until we get the results of the X-

ray.reproduce the results (=produce the same results) Other studies have not been 
able to reproduce these results.publish your results They published the results 
of their research in the ‘New England Journal of Medicine’.PREPOSITIONSthe results of 

sth Professor Jones will give a talk about the results of his research.3. the final number 
of goals, points, or votes at the end of a game, competition, or electionNOUNS 

+ resultan election result The election result surprised everyone.the football 

results BrE He switched on the radio to hear the football results.the racing 
results BrE Yesterday’s racing results will be in today’s paper.VERBSthe result is 
announced The result will be announced by election officials today.read out the 

results (=say them on radio or television) They read out the football results on the 
news.PREPOSITIONSthe result of sth The result of the election was never really in 
doubt. 

result in sth /rɪˈzʌlt ɪn (sth)/ verbTHESAURUS > cause2 

resume /rɪˈzjuːm $ rɪˈzuːm/ verb  THESAURUS > start1 (1), start1 (2) 

resume /rɪˈzjuːm $ rɪˈzuːm/ verb  THESAURUS > start1 (1), start1 (2) 

reticent adjective  THESAURUS > quiet (2) 

retire verb  to stop working at the end of your careerADVERBSretire early He 

became ill and retired early.retire prematurely (=earlier than you wanted or 
intended) She was forced to retire prematurely.officially retire Although he 
has officially retired, he still does a lot of work for the church.newly/recently 

retired Newly retired people sometimes find it difficult to adjust to their new life. | The 
cottage was bought by a couple who had recently retired.VERBSbe due to retire Mike 
is due to retire next year.be forced to retire He was forced to retire early because of 

poor health.have to retire You don’t have to retire yet.plan to retire I’m planning to 
retire when I’m 55.can/can’t afford to retire Many people would like to stop working, 
but can’t afford to retire.PREPOSITIONSretire from sth Sue retired from teaching three 

years ago.retire as sth He retired as a doctor last year.retire through sth (=because 
of something) He worked at the factory for 30 years, before retiring through ill 
health.retire at 60/65/70 (=at a particular age) Most people expect to retire at 65. 

retirement /rɪˈtaɪəmənt $ -ˈtaɪr-/ noun  the time when people stop working or 

playing a professional sport, usually because of their ageADJECTIVESearly 
retirement (=before the usual or expected time) She applied for early 

retirement when she was 58.premature retirement (=before the natural or proper 
time) The injury forced him into premature retirement.compulsory 
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retirement (=when the law or a company forces someone to retire) The government 

abolished compulsory retirement, allowing older people to continue working.a 
comfortable retirement (=with enough money to buy what you need or want) With 

his savings plus his pension, he can look forward to a comfortable retirement.sb’s 
forthcoming/upcoming retirement (=happening soon) He announced 
his forthcoming retirement from international cricket.VERBSannounce your 

retirement Shortly after the election defeat, he announced his retirement from 
politics.approach/near retirement He’s 64 this year and nearing 
retirement.consider/contemplate retirement (=think about retiring) I asked Sir 

Alan if he had ever seriously considered retirement.come out of retirement (=start 
working or playing a professional sport again) The former world champion came out of 
retirement for one last fight.defer/postpone retirement (=delay it until a later 

date) She has decided to postpone retirement until her current students 
graduate.retirement + NOUNSretirement age Sixty-five was the normal retirement 
age for men. | Dad’s approaching retirement age.retirement benefits (=money that 

you receive from a pension scheme) Part-time workers at the company get health 
and retirement benefits.a retirement plan/fund/scheme (=an amount of money 
from which payments come to someone who has retired) You need to start paying into 

a retirement plan.retirement date My retirement date is July 10th next 
year.PREPOSITIONSsb’s retirement as sth In April, Ms Fielding announced 
her retirement as director of the company.sb’s retirement from sth After 

his retirement from the army, he became a teacher.for (your) retirement You should 
be saving money for your retirement.before/after (your) retirement Before 
retirement, Bert spent his working life with the Post Office. | Dad became a keen 

golfer after his retirement.in retirement (=the period after you have retired) The 
scheme provides an income in retirement of around half the average 
wage.PHRASEStake early retirement (=retire earlier than usual) He took early 

retirement after working as a firefighter for 25 years. 

return1 /rɪˈtɜːn $ -ɜːrn/ verb  1. to go or come back to a place where you were 

beforeADVERBSreturn home Her husband returned home late that evening.return 

safely The space shuttle returned safely to earth.return immediately/as soon as 
possible Passengers must return to the bus immediately.sb has recently/just 
returned from somewhere He has recently returned from New 

York.VERBSplan/hope/wish to return The singer is planning to return to Europe this 
summer.fail to return Three of our aircraft failed to return.PREPOSITIONSreturn to 
somewhere Joey plans to return to school in the fall.return from somewhere She 

had just returned from a visit to India.PHRASESbe due to return/be expected to 

return He is due to return home in the next few days. Return or go back?Return is  

more formal and is used especially in written English. In spoken English, people  

usually say go back.In spoken English, you also often say that someone will be  

back: She’ll be back soon. THESAURUS: returngo backto go to the place where 

you were before, or to the place where you usually live:It’s cold out here – shall we go 

back inside? | When are you going back to Japan?go hometo go to your home again,  

or to the country where you were born, after you have been away from it:I did a bit of  
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shopping and then went home. | Are you going home to Hong Kong when the course 

finishes?come backto come to the place where you are again, after going away from 

it:He has just come back from a vacation in Miami. | I’ll be away for two days – coming  

back on Thursday night.get backto arrive somewhere where you were before,  

especially your home or the place where you are staying:We got back at about 9  

o’clock. | She couldn’t wait to get back to London.turn backto turn around and go 

back in the direction you came from:We took the wrong road and had to turn  

back. | He ordered the soldiers to turn back and march south.2. to do something to 

someone because they have done the same thing to youNOUNSreturn sb’s 

call (=phone someone who phoned you) I left a message but he hasn’t returned my 
call.return sb’s smile Mark returned her smile.return sb’s gaze/stare She kept her 
eyes fixed on the floor, refusing to return his gaze.return sb’s love/feelings (=love 

someone who loves you) Sadly, she could never return his love.return the 
favour BrE return the favor AmE (=help someone who helped you) Thanks a lot. I 
hope I’ll be able to return the favour.return fire (=shoot back at someone) One plane 

opened fire on the American aircraft, which immediately returned fire.3. to give, take, 
or send something backNOUNSreturn a book All library books must be returned by the 
end of term.return a letter/package/parcel She returned his letters unopened, and 

threw away his presents.return goods/a product You can return the product within 
30 days if you are not satisfied with it.4. to change and be the same as 
beforePHRASESreturn to normal It will take a few days for the situation to return to 

normal. 

return2 /rɪˈtɜːn $ -ɜːrn/ noun  1. the act of returning from 

somewhereADJECTIVESsb’s safe return His friends prayed for his safe return.an 

emotional return (=one which makes someone have strong feelings) After twelve 
years away, he made an emotional return home.VERBScelebrate sb’s return I bought 
a bottle of champagne to celebrate your return.look forward to sb’s return The 

whole family is looking forward to her return.delay your return Daniel decided 
to delay his return for a few days.ADVERBSsb’s return home Soon after his return 
home he had to go away again.return + NOUNSthe return journey/trip (=the journey 

back to the place where you started) The return journey took much longer in the rush-
hour traffic.a return flight (=a flight from one place to another and back again, or the 
flight itself) It cost me €215 for a return flight to Paris. | He missed his return flight to 

New York.a return visit (=when you go back to a place you have been to before) She 
made a return visit to Northern Ireland in 2009.a return address (=the name and 
address of the person who sent a letter or package) The parcel had no return 

address on it.a return ticket BrE (=which includes going somewhere and coming 
back) It is usually cheaper to buy a return ticket.a return fare (=the cost of travelling 
from one place to another and back again) The standard return fare is over 

$1,000.PREPOSITIONSon sb’s return On his return to Canada, he joined the army.sb’s 
return from somewhere He visited her a few days after his return from France.sb’s 
return to somewhere The emperor was greeted enthusiastically on his return 

to Rome.You say someone’s return home: I will see you on my return home. Don’t 
say return to home. You do not use the preposition to with home.2. a change back to 
a previous state or situationADJECTIVESa successful return He hopes to make 

a successful return to cycling after the operation.a triumphant/triumphal 
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return (=very successful) The play marks her triumphant return to the stage.a 

speedy/swift return (=happening quickly) I wished him a speedy return to good 
health.VERBSmake a return Liverpool’s goalkeeper makes his return from injury in 

today’s match. | Police officers on bicycles are making a return to our cities.mark a 
return (=show that something is returning) The elections mark a return to democracy 
after 20 years of military rule.signal/herald a return formal (=be a sign of something 

returning) The flowers herald the return of spring.PREPOSITIONSsb’s return to 
sth The last election brought about the Democrats’ return to power.sb’s return from 
sth Barcelona’s captain marked his return from injury with a stunning goal.3. the profit 

that you get from an investmentADJECTIVESa high/good return Although the bond 
does not promise high returns, your investment is totally secure.a low/poor 
return Too many of these projects yield poor returns.an annual return if you invested 

$25,000 for 10 years at an average annual return of 10%, you’d end up with 
$64,843.the average return The average return on investment is 13 
percent.VERBSmake/earn a return People should be able to earn a fair return from 

their savings.expect a return Shareholders expect a return on their 
investment.provide/produce/offer a return This bond offers a guaranteed tax-
free return of 6.84% after five years.get/receive a return When interests rates are 

low, savers receive only a modest return.yield a return It’s a risky project, but 
could yield high returns.PHRASESa return of 5%/10%/50 percent etc Many stock 
funds produced a return of less than 6 percent last year.a return from 

sth Shareholders are not getting as much return from the stock as they did in previous 
years.PHRASESa rate of return (=one that is set according to a standard 
scale) Citibank were offering higher rates of return on dollar deposits than some other 

banks. 

reveal AC /rɪˈviːl/ verb [T]  to make known something that was previously secret 

or unknown GrammarReveal is often used with (that): He revealed that he had  

been in prison twice before.You can also  

use reveal with how/who/why etc: She reveals how she is able to make such  

delicious cakes. NOUNSreveal a secret His mother revealed the secret to him and told 

him who his real father was.reveal the truth The US administration is scared that the 

truth will finally be revealed.reveal sb's identity They never revealed the identity of 
their agents to anybody.reveal sth's existence Police investigations have revealed the 
existence in Britain of almost 2,000 religious organizations.PREPOSITIONSreveal sth to 

sb She revealed to him the secrets of her heart.THESAURUS: revealtellsecretto  

talk about something to someone, so that they know about it:Shall I tell you a  

secret? | You must not tell anyone about this just yet. | Do you want me 

to tell you who he is? Don't say tell to sb. Say tell  

sb. disclose formalinformation | details | name | plans | contentsto publicly  

reveal something such as a fact or a name that has been kept secret:You should be 

careful about disclosing financial information on the internet. | The authorities have 

disclosed few details on the leader's health. | Robertson would not disclose the name of  
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the buyer. | The clinic may not disclose that someone has had the 

test.divulge //daɪˈvʌldʒ, də-// formalinformation | details | plans | contentsto  

reveal important or personal information which was previously secret or unknown:The 

chief told me they were not allowed to divulge such information - it was  

classified. | The bank has refused to divulge its plans. | I am unable to divulge the 

contents of the email (=say what is in it). | I’m afraid I cannot divulge what was said  

to me. | She divulged that she was recovering from a nervous breakdown.make sth 

publicreport | information | letter | email | allegations | plansto tell people  

about important information that has been kept secret - used especially when 

something is reported for the first time in the newspapers, on television etc:Hours after  

the report was made public, Braun was fired and the center was shut down. | This  

information was never made public. | The letter was finally made public on  

Tuesday. | The allegations were made public yesterday. | Apparently they were 

engaged to be married for some time before making it  

public.leakinformation | document | memo | report | paper | recording | secrett

o deliberately give secret information to a newspaper, television company etc, when a  

government or other organization wants to keep it secret:One of their employees was  

leaking information to the press. | The leaked memo confirms the government's plan to  

cut spending on healthcare. | A man was charged today with leaking official  

secrets.give sth away also spill the beans informalsecret | detailsto tell someone 

something that you want to keep secret:She was careful not to give away any trade 

secrets. | It is a criminal offence to give away details of police investigations. | I’m not  

going to give away how much I paid for it! | He wasn't giving anything away in his  

speech.let slip informalto accidentally tell someone about something:He let slip  

that he was planning to retire.  

revenge /rɪˈvendʒ/ noun  something you do in order to punish someone who has 

harmed or offended youVERBStake revenge He swore to take revenge on his father’s 

killers.get (your) revenge Louise eventually got her revenge by reporting him to the 
authorities.have your revenge One day I’ll have my revenge.seek revenge (=try to 
get revenge) I play the role of a woman who seeks revenge on her former 

partner.want revenge You broke her heart and now she wants revenge.exact/wreak 
revenge formal (=take revenge) By planting the bomb, he was exacting revenge on 
society.vow/swear revenge (=promise to take revenge) His supporters vowed 

revenge for his death.be looking for revenge (=actively seeking revenge) He knew 
that Miguel’s brothers would be looking for revenge, so he moved to another 
city.ADJECTIVESa terrible/awful revenge The king exacted a terrible revenge on the 

men who had plotted against him.revenge + NOUNSa revenge attack The camp was 
burned down, apparently in a revenge attack.a revenge killing Her death was followed 
by a series of revenge killings.PREPOSITIONSrevenge for sth She decided to get 

her revenge for what they had done to her.revenge on sb This was his best chance 
for revenge on his enemies.revenge against sb/sth He vowed revenge 
against everyone who had made his life such a misery.in revenge for sth She claimed 
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that she killed her husband in revenge for all that he had done to her.PHRASESan act 

of revenge The men were shot dead in an act of revenge for Khan’s 
assassination.revenge is sweet (=said when someone feels good because they have 

got revenge) It took me a long time, but revenge is sweet. 

revenue /ˈrevənjuː $ -nuː/ noun  money that an organization receives or 

earnsADJECTIVEStotal revenue One third of our total revenue comes from sales of this 
product.annual revenue The company’s annual revenue is over a million 

dollars.additional/extra revenue Extra revenue will be raised through a new tax.lost 
revenue (=money that could have been earned, but was not) Strikes have cost $20 
million in lost revenue.gross revenue (=before costs and taxes are taken away) They 

expect a gross revenue of 500,000 euros.net revenue (=after costs and taxes are 
taken away) The firm’s main objective is to maximise net revenue.average 
revenue The average revenue per partner in a big firm is £960,000.estimated 

revenue What is the estimated revenue for next year?VERBSbring in/earn/raise 
revenue (=get revenue) The charges are an efficient way of raising 
revenue.provide/generate/produce revenue The railways were costing the 

government money, not providing revenue for it. | The business does 
not generate enough revenue to be successful.increase/boost revenue (=get more 

revenue) Football clubs can boost revenue by playing more matches.lose revenue We 
cannot continue to lose revenue.revenue goes up/increases/rises Revenue 
rose slightly this year.revenue goes down/falls Revenue from ticket sales 

has fallen by 20%.NOUNS + revenuesales revenue Sales revenue has fallen by 
5%.export revenue Cotton accounts for 60% of the country’s export 
revenue.advertising revenue (=money paid by companies to be allowed to 

advertise) Most TV companies rely on advertising revenue.tax revenue Tax revenue is 
necessary to pay for government spending.government revenue Thirty percent 
of government revenue comes from oil.revenue + NOUNSa revenue 

source Government contracts are our most important revenue source.a revenue 
stream (=something that provides revenue continuously) The new college already has 
a revenue stream from its courses.a revenue earner (=an activity that produces 

revenue) Fishing has replaced sheep farming as the island’s main revenue 
earner.revenue growth Revenue growth is increasing at a slower rate.a revenue 
shortfall (=when there is less revenue than expected or needed) The revenue 

shortfall was the result of rising costs.PREPOSITIONSrevenue from sth Revenue 
from product sales is invested in research.PHRASESa source of revenue The island’s 
main source of revenue is tourism.a loss of revenue No planes could fly for a week, 

causing huge loss of revenue for airlines.an increase/rise in revenue The firm 
reported a 17% increase in revenue.a decrease/fall/drop in revenue We expect 
a fall in revenue due to the recession. 

reverse AC /rɪˈvɜːs $ -ɜːrs/ verb  to change something, such as a decision, 

judgment, or process so that it is the opposite of what it was beforeNOUNSreverse a 
decision/ruling The Supreme Court reversed the 

decision. | The decision was reversed on appeal.reverse your position (=change your 
opinion or attitude) Senator Doyle spoke in favor of the bill, reversing his 
previous position.reverse a policy She is pressing the government to reverse its 

current policy.reverse a trend Immigration has increased sharply 
and reversing this trend will be very difficult.reverse a decline The news 
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could reverse the party’s decline in the opinion polls.reverse a process We 

cannot reverse the ageing process.reverse the effects of sth The new mayor wants 
to reverse the effects of many years of neglect in the city.ADVERBScompletely/totally 

reverse sth After spending time with Anne, I totally reversed my opinion of her. 

review /rɪˈvjuː/ noun  1. a careful examination of a situation or process, usually 

to see if changes are neededADJECTIVES/NOUNS + reviewa major review We are 
conducting a major review of our procedures.a thorough/comprehensive/full 

review Their conclusion is based on a comprehensive review of previous studies.an 
extensive/wide-ranging review (=one that examines a lot of different aspects of 
something) The Chancellor is currently conducting a wide-ranging review of public 

spending.a fundamental review (=one that examines the most basic and important 
parts of something) There have been calls for a fundamental review of our voting 
system.a complete/full-scale review He turned down demands for a full-scale 

review of the law.an annual review There will be an annual review of your salary.an 
independent review Their findings have been confirmed by a recent independent 
review.a policy review The policy review proposed radical changes to the law.peer 

review (=in scientific and other studies, the examination of someone’s work by other 
scientists, researchers etc) There is a tradition of validating academic research by peer 

review.a spending review Extra money was promised in last summer’s spending 
review.judicial review (=examination by a judge) The case is likely to go to judicial 
review.an internal review (=one that an organization carries out on itself) The Army 

is conducting an internal review of the incident.VERBScarry out a review also conduct 
a review formal No one has yet carried out a full review of the system. | Government 
officials are conducting a review of the law.undertake a review (=start doing it) The 

department plans to undertake a thorough spending review.call for/ask for a 
review Police chiefs have called for a review of security procedures.seek a 
review (=try to get a review) We oppose the decision and will go to the High Court 

to seek a judicial review.order a review (=officially say that there must be one) The 
Home Secretary ordered a full review of the case.review + NOUNSa review 
body/committee/panel/board We will set up a pay review body for all staff.a 

review process We cannot comment until the review process is 
over.PREPOSITIONSunder review (=being reviewed) During the period under review, 
wages increased by 8 per cent in total.for review The bill will be sent to a 

parliamentary committee for review.a review of sth The committee announced 
a review of all health and safety legislation.PHRASESkeep sth under 
review (=continue to review something) He recommended that the matter should 

be kept under review.come up for review (=be reviewed after a particular period of 
time has ended) His contract is coming up for review in April.be subject to 
review formal (=something may be reviewed or changed) These prices are subject to 

review.2. an article that gives an opinion about a book, film, play, CD etcADJECTIVESa 
good/bad review The book received good reviews when it was published.a rave 
review informal (=that has a lot of praise) The album got rave reviews from the music 

press.a glowing review (=that is full of praise) ‘The Times’ gave the play glowing 
reviews.mixed reviews (=some good and some bad) The film has had mixed 
reviews. | Reviews have generally been mixed, though Conrad’s performance has been 

universally praised.NOUNS + reviewa film/movie review l often disagree with his film 
reviews.a book/record etc review Our English assignment was to write a book 
review.a restaurant/hotel review These days you can see the restaurant reviews on 
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the internet.VERBSwrite a review He now writes book reviews for the ‘Chicago Sun-

Times’.read a review I decided to see the movie after reading the review.get/receive 
a review The exhibition got great reviews in the American press.a review appears in 

sth His restaurant reviews appear every week in the ‘Sunday Times’. 

revise /rɪˈvaɪz/ verb  THESAURUS > change1 (2) 

revolt /rɪˈvəʊlt $ -ˈvoʊlt/ noun  strong and often violent action by a lot of people 

against their leader, ruler, or governmentADJECTIVES/NOUNS + revolta 

peasant/peasants’ revolt (=by people who work on farms) It is the most 
famous peasant revolt in Soviet history.a popular revolt (=one involving a lot of 
ordinary people) Opposition groups called for a popular revolt against the 

president.open revolt (=not hidden or secret) The prime minister faced open 
revolt from her cabinet colleagues.armed revolt (=one in which weapons are 
used) The regime faces the threat of armed revolt.VERBSa revolt breaks 

out (=starts) In 1821, revolts broke out in Moldavia and Wallachia.a revolt 
spreads (=becomes larger and involves more people and places) By then, 
the revolt had spread to other cities.lead a revolt He led a revolt against Constantine 

and acclaimed Maximus as emperor.suppress/crush/put down a revolt (=end it by 
force) Troops loyal to the president crushed the revolt.PREPOSITIONSa revolt against 
sb/sth The revolt against Rome was quickly crushed.a revolt within sth The last 

thing the prime minister needs is a revolt within his own party.revolt over sth We 
have already seen public revolt over fuel prices.in revolt The workers are in 
revolt about the sacking.PHRASESrise (up) in revolt The whole country had risen in 

revolt. 

revolting /rɪˈvəʊltɪŋ $ -ˈvoʊl-/ adjective  THESAURUS > ugly (1) 

revolution AC /ˌrevəˈluːʃən/ noun  1. a complete change in ways of thinking, 

methods of working etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS + revolutiona major revolution There has 
been a major revolution in the study of genetics.a quiet revolution (=one that has 
been difficult to notice) Over the last half-dozen years there has been a quiet revolution 

in the water industry.a technological/digital revolution We are living through a 
technological revolution, with 40 new drugs for cancer becoming available in the next 
five years.the scientific revolution (=when modern science first developed) Newton 

was one of the fathers of the scientific revolution.the Industrial Revolution (=when 
modern methods of making goods in factories were first used) In the Industrial 
Revolution, Birmingham became the workshop of the world.the internet/information 

revolution Around the world, the internet revolution is giving ordinary people a voice.a 
social revolution (=big changes in society) The 1960s was the biggest social 
revolution we have had in this country.a green revolution (=a revolution in farming 

methods) They are hoping that the technology can create a green revolution that will 
help farmers grow food more productively.VERBSbring about a revolution Keynes’s 
work brought about a revolution in the study of economics.experience/undergo a 

revolution (=be affected by one) We’ve experienced a revolution in healthcare over 
the past few years.herald a revolution formal (= be a sign that something is going to 
happen) The opening of the store heralded a revolution in fashion 

design.PREPOSITIONSa revolution in sth In the last ten years there has been a 

revolution in education.THESAURUS: revolution→ change22. a situation in 

which the people change the government and the way in which a country is 
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ruledADJECTIVES/NOUNS + revolutionthe French/Russian/Arab etc revolution We 

had to write an essay about the causes of the French Revolution.a socialist 
revolution The Marxists claim that a socialist revolution will lead to a classless 

society.a violent/bloody revolution England has never experienced a violent 
revolution.a peaceful revolution The revolution in Tunisia was mainly peaceful.a 
permanent revolution Trotsky wanted there to be a permanent revolution.a world 

revolution They hoped to bring about a world revolution.VERBSlead the 
revolution Lenin led the revolution in Russia.call for a revolution He called for a 
revolution against the government.stage/carry out/mount a revolution (=make 

one happen) There was an attempt to stage a socialist revolution in 1905.a revolution 
overthrows a government/king etc (=it removes them from power) He participated 
in the democratic revolution that overthrew the Tsar.PREPOSITIONSa revolution 

against sb/sth There was a revolution against the government of President 

Mubarak. Revolution or rebellion?A revolution is often successful and results in a  

complete change to the old political system in a country. A rebellion is often  

unsuccessful and does not have such a big effect.  

revolutionary /ˌrevəˈluːʃənəri◂ $ -ʃəneri◂/ adjective  THESAURUS > new (1) 

revolutionize also revolutionise BrE verb  THESAURUS > change1 (2) 

reward /rɪˈwɔːd $ -ˈwɔːrd/ noun  1. something that you get because you have 

done something good or helpful or have worked hard GrammarIn this  

meaning reward is used as a countable noun: great rewards a just reward, or as an  

uncountable noun: little reward. ADJECTIVESgreat/big/high rewards His new job 

brought greater responsibility and greater rewards. | The rewards for those who 
invested at the right time are high.rich rewards (=great rewards) Top athletes can 

expect rich rewards if they win.little reward They have to work very hard for very little 
reward.financial rewards also monetary rewards formal It’s a difficult job, but 
the financial rewards are considerable. | I’m not doing it for monetary reward.material 

rewards (=money or possessions that you get) They think material rewards are more 
important than quality of life.tangible reward(s) (=things that are clearly 
valuable) The war brought little tangible reward for either side.a just/fitting 

reward (=one that someone deserves) Winning the championship would be a just 
reward for all their hard work.the potential reward(s) The risk is high but 
the potential rewards are enormous.VERBSget/receive your reward They have 

worked hard and they have got their reward.reap the rewards of sth (=get the 
rewards from what you have done) She is now reaping the rewards of all her 
effort.give (sb) a reward If you have done all the jobs on your list, give yourself 

a reward.deserve a reward They deserve some reward for their work.bring 
rewards (=cause someone to get rewards) Winning the title brings huge 
financial rewards.PREPOSITIONSa reward for (doing) sth The trip was a reward 

for good behaviour.as a reward The king gave him the castle as a reward for his 
loyalty.PHRASESrewards and punishments Some parents have a system of rewards 
and punishments for their children.2. money that is offered to people for helping find 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1863] 

someone or something, especially for helping the police GrammarIn this  

meaning reward is usually used as a singular noun. ADJECTIVESa large/substantial 

reward Despite a substantial reward being offered, the painting has never been 

found.a £10,000/$500 etc reward A $100,000 reward was offered by her family 
after her disappearance.VERBSoffer a reward/put up a reward The store 

has offered a £500 reward for information leading to a conviction.claim a reward He 
handed them over to the police and claimed his reward.collect a reward She said she 
had come to collect the reward.reward + NOUNSreward money He contacted the 

police, hoping to claim the reward money offered by the bank.PREPOSITIONSa reward 
for sth He is offering a reward for the return of the stolen jewellery.a reward of 
£10,000/$500 etc The newspaper offered a reward of £7,000 for information leading 

to the arrest of her killer. 

rewarding /rɪˈwɔːdɪŋ $ -ɔːr-/ adjective  making you feel happy and satisfied or 

giving you some kind of benefitADVERBSextremely/highly rewarding Taking part in 
the competition was extremely rewarding for the 

students.hugely/incredibly/immensely rewarding I find my job hugely 
rewarding.richly rewarding Participation in sport at any level can be a richly 
rewarding experience.particularly/especially rewarding Fishing at night can 

be especially rewarding because fish are more active and easier to catch.financially 
rewarding As a banker, he enjoyed the benefits of a financially 

rewarding career.NOUNSa rewarding job/career Nursing is a very rewarding career.a 
rewarding experience Doing voluntary work for a charity can be a rewarding 
experience on many levels.rewarding work It takes extensive schooling to become a 

doctor, but it is rewarding work.a rewarding hobby/pastime Collecting antiques is 
a rewarding hobby because each antique is a piece of history.a rewarding 
time/day/afternoon etc She spent a rewarding afternoon in the city’s art museum.a 

rewarding aspect of sth One of the most rewarding aspects of the job is seeing 
students make progress.VERBSfind sth rewarding He found it rewarding to see his 
students succeed in life.prove rewarding (=be rewarding) The course proved 

rewarding and she learnt lots of new things.PREPOSITIONSrewarding for sb The 
experience of living and working in Africa was especially rewarding 

for her.THESAURUS: rewarding→ enjoyable 

rhythm noun  1. a regular repeated pattern of soundsADJECTIVESa regular 

rhythm She listened to the regular rhythm of the train on the track.a 

steady/constant rhythm I could hear the steady rhythm of her heart beat. | Five 
drummers kept a constant rhythm.a strong rhythm Music with a strong rhythm is best 
for an exercise class.a slow rhythm The guitar was playing in a slow rhythm.a simple 

rhythm I can’t even play a simple rhythm any more.an irregular rhythm His heart 
was still beating, but with an irregular rhythm.VERBSbeat a rhythm (=hit something in 

a rhythm) The rain beat a dull rhythm on the roof.make a rhythm I listened to my 
feet making a steady rhythm on the ground.keep a rhythm (=play or beat a 
rhythm) A drummer must be able to keep a rhythm.tap out a rhythm (=make or copy 

a rhythm by hitting something gently) He tapped out the rhythm with his fingers on the 
table.rhythm + NOUNSa rhythm pattern Different languages have different rhythm 
patterns.the rhythm section (=the part of a band that provides the main 

rhythm) Drums and bass guitar make up the rhythm section.a rhythm guitar (=a 
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guitar that provides rhythm in a band) He plays in a band on rhythm guitar.a rhythm 

guitarist (=someone who plays rhythm guitar) The rhythm guitarist provides the 
rhythm for a singer or other musicians.PREPOSITIONSin rhythm When he sang, she 

snapped her fingers in rhythm.PHRASESdance/move to the rhythm of 
sth They danced to the rhythm of the music. | She started moving to the rhythm of the 
music.a sense of rhythm (=the ability to move well to a music’s rhythm) You don’t 

have to be a trained dancer – you just need a sense of rhythm.THESAURUS: 

rhythmbeatthe strongest part of the rhythm of a piece of music, that you can count  

or clap to:I like songs with a strong beat that you can dance to. | He tapped his foot in  

time to the beat of the music. | The music changed to a disco beat.timethe correct  

rhythm or speed of a piece of music or poetry:When you're playing, try and keep 

time and do not rush the piece of music. | The teacher beat time with a stick while the 

children sang.tempothe speed of a piece of music:I like the slower tempo of the 

waltz. | The violins had been taking the tempo slightly too fast.phrasingthe way that  

music or poetry separates the notes, words, or lines into phrases:It is important to get  

the phrasing right with this piece of music.2. a regular repeated series of movements, 

actions, or changesADJECTIVESnormal rhythm Sleeping pills can upset the normal 

rhythm of sleep.natural rhythm The seasons are part of the natural rhythm of 
life.daily rhythms With age, our daily rhythms begin to change.an easy rhythm She 
soon fell into an easy rhythm as she cleaned the house.VERBSget into a 

rhythm also establish a rhythm formal Once you get into a rhythm, it’s not hard to 
exercise regularly.settle into/fall into/find a rhythm (=to start doing something in a 

regular way without thinking about it) I couldn’t settle into a rhythm because I kept 
getting interrupted. | Many runners fall into a rhythm of breathing in for two steps and 
out for one. | Neither team could find a rhythm in the game.break the rhythm (=stop 

doing something in a rhythm) He did not break the rhythm of his sweeping when she 
came in.upset/disturb the rhythm of sth The presence of a stranger in the 
classroom can upset the usual rhythm of activities. 

rice noun  small grains that you boil in water and eatADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ ricebrown/white rice Brown rice has a slightly nutty taste. | The vegetables were 
served on a bed of white rice.wild rice Wild rice takes a long time to cook.long-

grain/short-grain rice Short-grain rice is used for making desserts.plain rice I 
ordered a chicken curry and a plain rice.VERBScook rice I cooked the rice according to 

the instructions on the packet.boil rice Boil the rice until all the water has been 
absorbed.overcook rice The rice was overcooked and the meat was raw in the 
middle.drain rice (=pour away the water from a pan of cooked 

rice) He drained the rice and served it onto four plates.grow/produce rice How much 
land is used to grow rice? | China, India, and Thailand produce a lot of the 
world’s rice.serve sth with rice The beef stew was served with rice.NOUNSa rice 

field Huge rice fields have been planted.a rice paddy (=a rice field, especially a small 
one) He left the rice paddies of China in search of a better life.a rice crop The farmer 
used to export half his rice crop.a rice grower Most rice growers in Thailand have 

small fields.rice pudding (=a sweet dish of rice, milk, and sugar cooked together) For 
dessert, he had rice pudding.rice salad (=made with cold cooked rice, vegetables 
etc) She asked me to bring a rice salad to the party.PHRASESa grain of rice Use a fork 
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to separate the grains of rice.a bed of rice (=a layer of rice, eaten as part of a 

meal) For dinner we had grilled chicken on a bed of rice. 

rich /rɪtʃ/ adjective  1. someone who is rich has a lot of money and valuable 

possessionsNOUNSa rich man/woman/person She is one of the richest women in 

America.a rich husband/wife/widow etc Jane found herself a rich husband.a rich 
family He came from a rich family.a rich friend A rich friend helped him buy the 
house.a rich country/nation Saudi Arabia is one of the richest nations in the world.a 

rich city/area/neighbourhood Sao Paulo is Brazil’s richest city.a rich company It 
has now become a hugely powerful, rich company.VERBSbecome rich Once a 
country becomes rich, it tends to stay rich.get rich (=become rich, especially 

quickly) He thought he had found a way to get rich.grow rich (=become rich, 
especially over a long period) Some companies have grown incredibly rich.make sb 
rich His investments had made him rich.ADVERBSfabulously rich (=extremely 

rich) She was both beautiful and fabulously rich.incredibly/immensely 
rich (=extremely rich) He was immensely rich and owned his own oil 
company.stinking/filthy rich disapproving informal (=extremely rich) The bankers 

are all stinking rich, but they still want more money.PHRASESrich beyond your 
wildest dreams (=extremely rich) Their manager promised he would make them rich 

beyond their wildest dreams.as rich as Croesus literary (=extremely rich) Her 

grandfather was as rich as Croesus. Rich is often used as a noun: The rich are getting  

richer. THESAURUS: 

richwealthyman | woman | people | family | businessman | businesswoman | 

landowner | farmer | merchant | country | area | suburbrich – used about people  

and places, especially when they have been rich for a long time:She was from 

a wealthy family and did not need to work. | His father was a wealthy  

businessman who owned coffee plantations in Brazil. | She married the son of  

a wealthy merchant. | Orange County is a very wealthy area. | They live in a wealthy  

suburb of Los Angeles. Wealthy is often used as a noun: the homes of the  

wealthy. affluentsociety | area | suburb | neighbourhood | city | country | nati

on | family | parents | lifestylerich and having a lot of expensive possessions, nice  

houses etc:In today’s affluent society, people don’t bother to repair things, they just  

buy new ones. | Affluent areas usually have good schools. | Her hotel was in  

an affluent suburb, surrounded by elegant boutiques. | Sweden is one of Europe’s  

more affluent  

nations.prosperousarea | region | country | town | city | merchant | future | ti

mesrich – used especially when people’s money is related to success in business:This  

is a relatively prosperous area, attracting around 30 million tourists a  

year. | The town became prosperous because of the cotton trade. | Mr Butler, it seems,  

was a prosperous local merchant. | We want to create a prosperous future for all our  

citizens. | Not all Americans are sharing in the prosperous times.well-
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offfamily | peoplefairly rich compared to other people, so that you can live very  

comfortably:Children from well-off families usually went to private schools. | Well-off  

people can afford to pay more tax. | They’re fairly well-off and they have a big  

house. Well-off is often used as a noun: Health care was a luxury available only  

to the well-off. well-to-dofamily | people | farmer | housesrich – used especially  

in the past about families and people who had a fairly high position in  

society:Only well-to-do families could afford to live there. | Maisie Brayton was the 

only child of a well-to-do farmer. | The Westons were well-to-do and there was no 

necessity for  

work.privilegedbackground | upbringing | childhood | class | group | minority |

 elitehaving special advantages because your family have a lot of money and a high  

position in society:All the top jobs were taken by people from privileged 

backgrounds. | The French president had a privileged upbringing in an affluent Paris  

suburb. | The sport was only played by a privileged few (=a small group of rich  

people).comfortably offhaving enough money to have a nice life without having to  

worry about money:I wouldn’t say that we were rich – just comfortably  

off.ANTONYMS → poor (1)2. having a strong dark colourTHESAURUS: 

rich→ dark (2)  

ride1 /raɪd/ verb  to move along on a horse, bicycle, or motorcycleNOUNSride 

(on) a horse/bicycle/motorcycle etc I had never ridden a bike before.ADVERBSride 
safely We teach motorcyclists how to ride safely.ride slowly/fast He rode 
slowly down the path. | Don’t ride too fast.ride well She loves horses 

and rides very well.ride side-saddle (=with your legs on one side of a horse) Women 
used to ride side-saddle.ride bareback (=ride a horse without a saddle) At the circus, 
two women rode bareback into the ring.ride pillion (=on the back of a motorcycle, 

behind the driver) His girlfriend was riding pillion.PREPOSITIONSride on sth A boy 
was riding on his bike down the street.PHRASESlearn to ride She learned to ride when 
she was seven.teach sb (how) to ride My grandfather taught me to ride on his 

farm. | Will you teach me how to ride a bike?THESAURUS: ridecycleto move 

along on a bicycle:Some children cycle to school. | Cycling on busy roads can be 

dangerous.  

ride2 noun  a journey in a vehicle, when you are not drivingVERBStake/have a 

ride Visitors can take a ride on a steam train.go for a ride He went for a ride in a 
private plane piloted by a friend.give sb a ride Ellie gave us a ride to school.get a 
ride AmE I left the farm, and got a ride into town.hitch a ride (=get a free ride from a 

passing vehicle) He hitched a ride to Denver on a truck.take sb for a 
ride Hugh took me for a ride in his new car.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + ridea car/bus/train 
etc ride The resort is a short bus ride away from the hotel.a short/long ride I 

climbed slowly aboard the bus for the long ride to Glasgow.a smooth/comfortable 
ride It wasn’t a very comfortable ride, but the fare was only 5 cents.a bumpy 
ride After a bumpy ride down a rough track, we reached the farm. 
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ridiculous /rɪˈdɪkjələs, rɪˈdɪkjʊləs/ adjective  very silly or 

unreasonableADVERBSabsolutely/totally/utterly ridiculous The suggestion that the 
painting is a fake is absolutely ridiculous.quite ridiculous (=totally ridiculous) I 
thought his behaviour was quite ridiculous.slightly/faintly ridiculous Andrew 

felt slightly ridiculous carrying the dog. | Her urge to run away seemed faintly 
ridiculous now.patently ridiculous (=obviously ridiculous) Her excuse was patently 
ridiculous.NOUNSa ridiculous idea She told herself it was a ridiculous idea.a 

ridiculous question That is the most ridiculous question I ever heard.a ridiculous 
thing to do/say etc What a ridiculous thing to say!a ridiculous story/excuse None 
of us believed his ridiculous story.a ridiculous situation How had she got herself into 

such a ridiculous situation?a ridiculous amount/price They paid me a ridiculous 
amount of money for it.a ridiculous waste of time/money He didn’t buy bottled 
water because he thought it was a ridiculous waste of money.VERBSlook/sound/seem 

ridiculous I must have looked ridiculous in that silly costume. 

riding /ˈraɪdɪŋ/ noun  the sport or activity of riding horsesVERBSgo riding Shall 

we go riding on Saturday?NOUNS + ridinghorse riding BrE horseback riding AmE She 

enjoys walking and horse riding.bareback riding (=without a saddle)riding + NOUNSa 
riding lesson I don’t own a horse, but I do have riding lessons.a riding accident He 
hurt his back in a riding accident.a riding school Paula is learning to ride at a 

local riding school.riding stables She keeps her pony at the riding stables down the 
road.riding hat/boots Always wear a riding hat to protect your head when riding a 
horse. | She was wearing a red jacket and riding boots.a riding crop (=a stick for 

hitting a horse to make it go faster) He hit the horse with his riding crop. 

rife /raɪf/ adjective  THESAURUS > common (1) 

right1 /raɪt/ adjective  1. if what someone says or thinks is right, it is 

correctADVERBSquite/absolutely right (=completely right) She is quite right – it’s 
better to wait a few days.dead right informal (=completely right) You were dead 
right not to trust him.exactly right My figures may not be exactly 

right.about/roughly/approximately right His calculations should be roughly 
right.nearly right You’re nearly right – the correct answer is a little higher than 
that.half/partly right (=correct to some degree, but not completely) His theory may 

still be partly right.VERBSsound/seem/look right Fifty dollars sounds about right to 
me.get sth right For once, he got my name right.be proved right We warned that it 
would not work, and we have been proved right.NOUNSthe right answer I’m sure 

that’s the right answer.PREPOSITIONSright about sth/sb He was right about the 
deaths being linked.PHRASESbe right in saying/thinking that... I think I am right in 

saying that they once employed 2,000 people. Right or correct?Correct is more  

formal than right and is the usual word to use in official contexts and in academic  

writing. THESAURUS: 

rightcorrectanswer | way | approach | word | name | place | position | amoun

t | information | diagnosisright. Correct sounds more formal than right:24 is the 

correct answer. | Nobody could tell me the correct name of the plant. | Unfortunately,  

this information is not correct. | He is absolutely  
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correct.accurateinformation | description | picture | reflection | account | recor

d | figure | measurement | prediction | map | testcorrect in every detail – used 

about information, measurements, descriptions etc:The need for accurate information  

on the environment has increased dramatically in recent years. | He was able to give 

the police an accurate description of the suspect. | Make sure that  

your measurements are accurate. | Today's tests are highly 

accurate.exacttime | date | moment | location | position | spot | amount | wei

ght | number | cause | details | meaningcompletely correct - used when something  

is just what it should be, and not any more or any less:The exact time is 9.28 

a.m. | The device can tell you your exact location. | The exact weight of the baby was  

3.3 kilos. | The exact number of casualties in the battle was unclear.spot-

on BrE informalexactly right – used especially about guesses or things people  

say:His answer was spot-on. | You’re spot-on. Spot-on is not used before a  

noun. ANTONYMS → wrong (1)2. suitable for something or someone GrammarIn  

this meaning, you usually say the right... NOUNSthe right way He showed me the 

right way to hold the baseball bat.the right time/moment Now is the right time for 
planting tomatoes.the right place If you want sunshine, you’ve come to the right 

place.the right kind/sort of sth I wasn’t sure if it was the right kind of book for a 
child.the right way/direction We are going in the right direction and are close to 
reaching an agreement.ANTONYMS → wrong (2) 

right2 /raɪt/ noun  something that you are morally, legally, or officially allowed to 

do or haveADJECTIVES/NOUNS + righthuman rights (=the rights that everyone should 

have) The country has been accused of human rights abuses.civil rights (=the rights 
that every person in a society should have) As a young man, he was involved in the 
struggle for civil rights.equal rights Women demanded equal rights.a democratic 

right The students are exercising their democratic right to protest.a 
legal/statutory/constitutional right Banks have the legal right to recover their 
money. | Teachers have a constitutional right to join a union.political rights Slaves 

had no political rights.a fundamental/basic right The law recognises a 
person’s fundamental right to defend his home and his property.a moral right They 
thought they had a moral right to break the law.women’s rights New laws have been 

passed to protect women’s rights.workers’ rights The company’s actions are a 
violation of workers’ rights.animal rights (=the rights of animals) Animal 
rights campaigners want hunting to be banned.gay/lesbian rights He supports gay 

rights and wants gay couples to be treated like everyone else.minority rights (=the 
rights of people of a different race, religion etc from most people in a country) Minority 
rights are protected by the UN charter.VERBShave a right to do sth The 

public has a right to know what is going on.enjoy a right formal (=have a right, 
especially over a long period of time) These people have 
traditionally enjoyed hunting rights in the area.demand a right We demand the 

same rights that other European workers enjoy.exercise a right formal (=do what you 
have a right to do) The insurance company decided not to exercise its right of 
appeal.violate/infringe sb’s rights formal (=stop them doing something they have a 
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right to do) Imprisoning the men without trial violated their rights.deny sb a 

right (=not allow someone to do something they have the right to do) Women 
were denied the right to vote.respect a right (=not do anything to stop people having 

a right) The new leader promised to respect human rights.defend/protect a right We 
should defend our right to demonstrate.stand up for your rights (=defend them) He 
was not afraid to stand up for his rights.uphold sb’s rights (=make sure that people's 

rights are respected, usually in the courts) The new government has promised that it 
will uphold human rights.waive a right formal (=choose not to do what you have a 
right to do) She waived her right to be present during the trial.forfeit a right (=do 

something that means you should no longer have it) He argued that a 
murderer forfeits his right to life.recognize a right (=officially give or accept it) It was 
the first state to recognize the right of unmarried couples to adopt 

children.PREPOSITIONSa right to sth The children are being denied their right 
to education. | The judge decided that the media’s actions violated the couple’s right 
to privacy. | Everyone has a right to life.by right (=because you have a right to have 

something) The land is theirs by right.be within your rights (to do sth) (=have the 
right to do something) In that situation, you are within your rights to ask for your 
money back.PHRASESa right of appeal (=the right to ask for an official decision to be 

changed) When the High Court has reached its final verdict, there is no right of 
appeal.a right of access (=the right to enter a place, or to see something or 
someone) You have rights of access to data held about you.a right of reply also the 

right to reply (=the right to say or write something in answer to a criticism) People 
should have the right of reply when a magazine has published letters criticizing 
them.rights and responsibilities Parents have certain rights and responsibilities. 

rigid adjective  THESAURUS > hard (1) 

ring /rɪŋ/ noun  a piece of jewellery that you wear on your 

fingerADJECTIVES/NOUNS + ringa gold/silver/diamond etc ring He had a gold 

ring on his little finger. | On her right hand was a huge diamond ring.a wedding 
ring He never took his wedding ring off.an engagement ring (=which shows you 

intend to marry someone) I noticed that she had an engagement ring on her finger.an 
eternity ring (=a ring given as a sign of lasting love, especially one with stones all 
round it)a plain ring She wore a plain gold ring.a heavy ring (=thick) Her fingers 

were covered in heavy rings.a signet ring (=a ring that has a letter or symbol cut into 
a flat surface) The man wore a big gold signet ring.VERBSwear a ring He wore a 
gold ring on his right hand.have a ring (on) (=be wearing a ring) They saw I 

didn’t have a wedding ring on. 

rinse /rɪns/ verb  THESAURUS > clean2, wash1 

riot /ˈraɪət/ noun  a situation in which a large crowd of people are behaving in a 

violent and uncontrolled wayADJECTIVES/NOUNS + riota serious/major riot The jail 

was the scene of a serious riot last year.a full-scale riot (=involving a lot of people, 
violence, and damage) The disturbance turned into a full-scale riot.a violent/bloody 
riot The shooting sparked a violent riot that claimed several lives.a street riot Seven 

people died in street riots the same day.a prison riot The prison riots were caused by 
bad physical conditions and poor security.race riots (=caused by a problem between 
different races) In 1967, there were race riots in a number of major American 

cities.inner-city riots (=in poor areas of cities) Inner-city riots forced the government 
to invest in the inner cities.VERBScause/provoke a riot When the election results 
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were announced, it caused riots in the capital.start a riot They accused him of trying 

to start a riot.spark/trigger a riot (=make it start) The incident sparked a riot which 
lasted for three days.quell/suppress a riot (=use force to stop it) The police marched 

in to quell the riots.a riot begins/breaks out/erupts Riots broke out all over the 
country.riot + NOUNSthe riot police The authorities brought in the riot police to deal 
with the demonstration.the riot squad (=a group of police who deal with 

riots) Someone called the riot squad.riot control All officers are trained in riot 
control.riot gear (=special clothing worn by police dealing with a riot) Almost 1,000 
officers, many in riot gear, were needed to restore order.a riot shield (=a plastic 

shield used by a police officer) The police moved in on the demonstration using riot 
shields and tear gas. 

rise1 /raɪz/ verb  to increase in number, amount, or valueADVERBSrise 

sharply/steeply/dramatically (=a lot in a short time) The value of the painting 

has risen sharply in recent years.rise rapidly/quickly/fast House prices rose 
rapidly last year.rise slowly/gradually Wages have risen more slowly than prices.rise 
substantially/significantly University fees have risen substantially, causing problems 

for poorer students. | Male cancer rates rose significantly during the period 1969–
78.rise steadily My salary had risen steadily each year.rise slightly They found that 

the water temperature had risen slightly.PREPOSITIONSrise by 10%/40% etc The 
cost of living is expected to rise by 3% next year.rise (from sth) to sth Between 1831 
and 1870, the number of inhabitants rose from 833,000 to 2 million.rise above 

sth Temperatures there rarely rise above freezing. 

rise2 /raɪz/ noun  1. an increase in number, amount, or valueADJECTIVESa 

sharp/steep/dramatic rise (=great and sudden) Cold weather can cause a sharp 
rise in energy prices.a big/large/huge etc rise There has been a big rise in violent 

crime.a substantial/significant rise Wealthy Americans face a significant rise in their 
income tax rate.a small/slight/modest rise The company expects only a small rise in 
profits this year. | A modest rise in interest rates wouldn’t necessarily be a bad thing.a 

rapid rise The post-war years saw a rapid rise in prosperity.a sudden rise These 
problems were caused by the sudden rise in the price of oil.a steady rise They have 
experienced a steady rise in their standard of living.an alarming rise There has been 

an alarming rise in the number of overweight children.a 10%/40% etc rise The 
company reported an 81% rise in profits.VERBSexperience a rise Since 1969, 

American workers have experienced a substantial rise in hours of work.see a 
rise (=used to say where or when a rise occurs) These years saw a rapid rise in living 
standards.lead to/cause a rise The thinning ozone layer may be leading to a rise in 

skin cancer.NOUNS + risea price rise Delays in deliveries of food led to price rises.a 
pay rise BrE The workers are demanding a pay rise.a rent rise BrE Tenants face 
huge rent rises.a temperature rise They predicted a global temperature rise of 2.5 

degrees by the end of the century.PREPOSITIONSa rise in sth The rise 
in unemployment was greater than expected.a rise of 10%/40% etc That represents 
a rise of 1.1 per cent in the size of the labour force.PHRASESa rise in the number of 

sth There has been a rise in the number of arrests for drug offences.2. the 
achievement of importance, success, or powerADJECTIVESsb’s rapid/swift 
rise Her rapid rise to the top is well deserved.sb’s spectacular rise The spectacular 

rise of his far-right party has astonished everyone.sb’s meteoric rise (=very great 
and quick) What can explain his meteoric rise in politics?sb’s inexorable 
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rise formal (=impossible to stop) The country is continuing its seemingly inexorable 

rise as a global power.PREPOSITIONSsb’s rise from sth to sth Her rise 
from waitress to film star was complete.PHRASESsb’s rise to power They were 

alarmed by Hitler’s rise to power.sb’s rise to fame/stardom Her success in the film 
ensured a rapid rise to fame.sb’s rise to the top Blair’s rise to the top of his party 
seemed effortless.the rise and fall of sb/sth The exhibition tells the story of the rise 

and fall of Roman civilization.sb’s rise to prominence His rise to prominence would 
not have been possible without the war.sb’s rise from poverty/obscurity He has 
become an inspiration for his rise from poverty. 

rising adjective  THESAURUS > high (2) 

risk1 /rɪsk/ noun  the possibility that something bad, unpleasant, or dangerous 

may happenADJECTIVESa high risk There is a high risk of failure.a 

big/great/considerable/huge risk There is a great risk that the audience will 
become bored. | Starting up your own business involves considerable risks.a 
serious/grave risk (=real and big) There is a serious risk of flooding.a real 

risk There is a real risk that there could be another war.an increased/reduced 
risk Those who smoke have an increased risk of heart disease.a low risk The risk to 
public health remains low.a small/slight risk There is only a small risk of 

infection.little risk People will cheat if there is little risk of being caught.the risk is 
negligible/minimal (=extremely small) He stressed that the risk to patients 
was negligible.an unnecessary risk There is no point in taking unnecessary risks.a 

calculated risk (=a risk you take because you think a good result is likely) The police 
took a calculated risk and released the suspect.an unacceptable risk This measure 
would expose our economy to unacceptable risks.a potential risk The potential 

risks associated with this operation should not be ignored.attendant 
risks formal (=risks involved in something) People working with chemicals are 
generally aware of the attendant risks.a financial risk There is relatively little financial 

risk for the company.a political risk The political risks for the president are 
great.VERBScarry/involve a risk also entail a risk formal (=might be 

dangerous) Most medical operations carry some risk.take a risk (=do something that 
may result in something bad happening) A good businessman is willing to take 
risks.pose/present a risk (to sb/sth) (=might be dangerous) Climate 

change poses serious risks to the environment.run a risk (=be in a situation where 
there is a risk of something happening) Those who tried to escape ran the risk of being 
shot.have a risk of sth Older men have a higher risk of developing this disease.face a 

risk Miners face great risks.avoid a risk They are anxious to avoid any risk of 
criticism.reduce/minimize a risk This diet could reduce your risk of certain 
cancers.increase a risk Smoking increases the risk of heart disease.eliminate 

risk (=remove risk completely) You can’t eliminate risk in your life completely.assess 
the risk The company needs to assess the risk before making a decision.risk + NOUNSa 
risk factor (=something that increases a risk) High blood pressure is a risk factor for 

heart disease.risk assessment (=a calculation of how much risk is involved in 
something) The organizers of the event carried out a risk 
assessment.PREPOSITIONSthe risk of sth The risk of serious injury is small.a risk to 

sb/sth They reassured the public that there was no risk to health.at risk (=in a 
situation where you may be harmed) They are at risk of losing their jobs.PHRASESan 
element/degree of risk There is always an element of risk in flying.the risks 

involved/the risks associated with sth The soldiers were well aware of the risks 
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involved.sth is worth the risk It could have gone horribly wrong, but I thought it was 

worth the risk.the benefits outweigh the risks (=they are more important than the 
possible risks) The benefits to patients who are taking the drug far outweigh the 

risks.at great risk to yourself also at great personal risk At great risk to himself, 
he helped them escape. 

risk2 /rɪsk/ verb  1. to get into a situation where something unpleasant might 

happen to youNOUNSrisk death He risked death to save her from the fire.risk 

injury Workers are risking injury by not using the proper safety equipment.risk 
arrest/imprisonment Anyone who criticizes the government risks arrest.risk 
defeat Polls suggest that he risks defeat in the election.risk sb’s wrath (=risk making 

someone angry) She didn’t want to risk her father’s wrath by being late home 
again.risk rejection She would rather be single than risk rejection by a man.risk 
embarrassment Some students stay quiet because they do not want to risk 

embarrassment if they get the answer wrong.risk a confrontation Rather than risk a 
confrontation, she keeps her thoughts to herself.risk a backlash (=a strong negative 
reaction) He risked a backlash from his staff after describing them as ‘lazy’.2. to put 

something in a situation in which it could be lost, destroyed, or harmedNOUNSrisk your 
life People risked their lives helping others to escape.risk your health If you smoke, 

you are risking your health.risk your job/career He risked his job by reporting his 
employer’s actions. | Athletes who take drugs risk their careers.risk your 
reputation She risked her reputation to defend him.risk money No-one wants 

to risk their own money on the project.risk everything They risked everything to try 
to save the company.risk a friendship I wouldn’t risk our friendship by going out with 
his ex-girlfriend.PREPOSITIONSrisk sth on sth He risked a lot of money on the 

investment.risk sth for sb/sth These soldiers are risking their lives for their country 
every day. 

risky adjective  THESAURUS > dangerous 

rival /ˈraɪvəl/ noun  a person, group, or organization that you compete with in 

sport, business, politics etcADJECTIVESsb’s main/chief rival Who is the 
champion’s main rival?sb’s nearest/closest rival (=the one that is closest to beating 

them) She finished 7.1 seconds ahead of her nearest rival.a serious/dangerous 
rival (=one that might beat you) He knows that he has no serious rival for the job.a 
formidable rival (=one it will be hard to beat) He faced formidable rivals for the 

position.a great/big rival (=an important rival for a long time) Oxford University and 
Cambridge University have always been great rivals.a bitter/deadly rival (=one that 
hates you) The two brothers had become bitter rivals.a fierce rival (=one that wants 

very much to beat you) They used to be fierce rivals but are now campaigning 
together.sb’s arch-rival (=their main or strongest rival) The company is now doing 
better than its arch-rival.an old/long-time rival The team had a convincing victory 

over their old rivals.a potential rival We see their business as a potential rival.a 
political rival The two men were great political rivals.a presidential 
rival His presidential rivals have vigorously attacked him.VERBShave/face a 

rival She faces several dangerous rivals.beat/defeat a rival He defeated his rival by 
one vote.outdo your rival (=do better than them) Each company tried 

to outdo its rivals.rival + NOUNSa rival company/firm She left her job and went to 
work for a rival company.a rival team The rival team's fans were at the other end of 
the ground.a rival gang He was attacked by members of a rival gang.rival 
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fans/supporters There were fights between rival fans after the match.rival 

factions/groups My task is to unite the rival factions within the party.a rival 
candidate He spread damaging rumours about a rival candidate.PREPOSITIONSa rival 

for sth He saw Wilson as his main rival for the position.a rival to sb/sth The city was 
a rival to Athens until 506 BC. 

rivalry /ˈraɪvəlri/ noun  a situation in which people, teams, or groups try to show 

that they are better than each otherADJECTIVES/NOUNS + rivalrygreat rivalry There is 

a great rivalry between the two tennis stars.bitter rivalry A bitter rivalry exists 
between supporters of Manchester United and Liverpool.fierce/intense rivalry There 
has always been intense rivalry between New Zealand and Australia.friendly 

rivalry The two players have developed a friendly rivalry.long-standing/long-
running rivalry The Philadelphia Eagles and the Dallas Cowboys have a long-standing 
rivalry.age-old rivalry The age-old rivalry between Oxford and Cambridge universities 

continues in the form of an annual boat race.personal rivalry She denied rumours that 
there was any personal rivalry between her and the other two actresses in the TV 
show.healthy rivalry (=a good type of rivalry) He is looking forward to another year 

of healthy rivalry with his team-mate Sebastian Vettel.sibling rivalry (=between 
brothers and sisters) She had never overcome her feelings of sibling rivalry to her 

brother.sectarian rivalry (=between groups, especially religious ones) The town once 
had a notorious reputation for sectarian rivalry between Catholics and 
Protestants.PREPOSITIONSrivalry between two people/groups etc The rivalry 

between Craig Gordon and Allan McGregor goes back to their schooldays.rivalry 
among several people/groups etc The book describes the bitter rivalry among the 
three political leaders.rivalry with another person/group etc The racing driver has 

spoken out about his relationship and rivalry with the late Ayrton Senna.rivalry 
for/over sth They hated each other because of rivalry over a woman. 

river /ˈrɪvə $ -ər/ noun  a flow of water across land into the seaADJECTIVESa 

wide/broad river A wide river stretched out into the distance.a long river The 

Severn is the longest river in Britain.a swollen river (=containing much more water 
than usual) The swollen river finally burst its banks.a fast-flowing river also a raging 
river literary He was swept downstream by the fast-flowing river.a polluted 

river (=dirty, especially because of chemicals from factories) The river is too polluted 
to swim in.a mighty river (=very big and impressive) Cairo sits at the mouth of the 

mighty River Nile.a river is navigable (=people are able to travel along it in a 

boat) The river is navigable in the winter months. Names of riversTwo styles are  

used. With some rivers you say the River Thames/Seine/Ganges/Amazon etc.  

With other rivers you say the Mississippi/Colorado/Hudson River etc. British  

speakers tend to use the first style, and American speakers tend to use the second  

style, but the names for the rivers in Britain and the US are fixed. VERBSa river 

flows I could hear the river flowing past our house.a river runs (=it flows in a 

particular direction) This is the place where the river runs into the sea.a river 
winds (=it turns and curves, rather than going in a straight line) He could see the river 
winding across the plain.a river floods There are fears that the river could flood.a 

river dries up Further downstream the river has dried up completely.a river 
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narrows/widens (=it becomes narrower or wider) The river narrows at this point.a 

river rises somewhere formal (=it starts there) The River Euphrates rises in Turkey 
and flows through Syria.cross a river Cross the river by the road bridge and then turn 

right.ford a river (=cross it on foot, in a vehicle, or on a horse, without using a 
bridge) The water was shallow enough for us to be able to ford the river.navigate a 
river (=travel along it in a boat) The narrow cliffs once made the river dangerous to 

navigate.dredge a river (=remove mud or sand from the bottom of it) When 
they dredged the river, they found the remains of an old boat.river + NOUNSa river 
bank Crowds lined the river banks to watch the boat race.a river bed (=the bottom of 

a river) They walked along a dry river bed.a river basin (=an area from which all the 
water flows into the same river) There are a lot of farms in the river basin.a river 
delta (=an area where a big river divides into smaller rivers and them joins the 

sea) We saw the huge Mississippi Delta from the plane.a river valley They came to a 

wide river valley. Riverside (=the land next to a river) is written as one  

word. PREPOSITIONSon a river There were several boats on the river.in a river You 

can swim in the river here.along a river We went for a walk along the river.down a 
river The boat drifted slowly down the river.across a river There’s a bridge that 

goes across the river.PHRASESthe banks of a river (=the land near a river) He bought 
a house on the banks of the River Wye.the mouth of a river (=where it joins the 
sea) The Statue of Liberty stands at the mouth of the Hudson River.the source of a 

river (=the place where it starts) Where exactly is the source of the River Ganges?the 
course of a river (=the direction in which it flows) The walk follows the course of the 
river for several miles.a bend in a river They rounded a bend in the river and saw the 

city ahead of them.the upper/lower reaches of a river (=the upper, lower etc 
parts) We sailed down the lower reaches of the river.a river bursts its banks (=it 
floods) The River Ouse burst its banks and flooded the town.a river is in 

spate BrE (=it is very full and the water is flowing very quickly) The snow had just 

melted and the rivers were in spate.THESAURUS: rivertributarya stream or river  

that flows into a larger river:The River Trombetas is a tributary of the River  

Amazon.estuarythe wide part of a river where it goes into the sea:plans to build a big  

new airport on the Thames estuarycanala long passage dug into the ground and filled  

with water, either for boats to travel along, or to take water to a place:Venice is  

famous for its canals. | We had a holiday on a canal boat.deltaan area of low land 

where a river spreads into many smaller rivers near the sea:The cotton comes from the  

Nile delta.A SMALL RIVERstreama small narrow river:We stopped by a cool mountain  

stream. | The stream runs through the trees.brook literarya small stream:There was a  

small brook, rushing along between green banks.creeka narrow area of sea that goes  

into the land, or a small river:The River Fal with its many creeks was a perfect place 

for smugglers. | The kids hunted for crabs in the muddy creek.PARTS OF A  

RIVERmouththe part of a river where it joins the sea:Havre-Marat was a port at the 

mouth of the River Seine.bankland along the side of a river:the river bank | He owns a  

chateau on the banks of the River Loire.sourcethe place where a river or stream 

starts:The source of the River Nile was discovered by a British explorer, John Speke.  
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road /rəʊd $ roʊd/ noun  a hard surface for vehiclesADJECTIVES/NOUNS + roada 

busy road (=with a lot of traffic) We have to cross a busy road to get to school.a 
quiet road (=with little traffic) At that time of night, the roads were quiet.a clear 
road (=with no traffic or nothing blocking it) Before you overtake, make sure the road 

is clear.a main road (=an important road that is used a lot) The hotel is on the main 
road to the airport.a minor road (=a less important road that is not used a lot) France 
has a huge network of minor roads.a side/back road (=a small road that is not used 

much) He drove into a quiet side road and stopped the car.a 
country/mountain/coast road These country roads are very narrow. | A lot of 
concentration is needed on the narrow mountain roads. | He continued along the coast 

road.a dirt road (=made of hard earth) We were bumping along a dirt road when the 
storm started.a winding road (=with a lot of smooth bends) The route is all winding 
roads and steep hills.the open road (=without much traffic or anything to stop you 

getting somewhere) This car is at its best on the open road.a road is 
closed/open (=it is closed or blocked/not closed or blocked) We try to keep the 
mountain road open for most of the year. | The mountain road was closed by 

snow. Road is used in the names of roads and streets: She lives on Victoria Road. In  

addresses, you can use the abbreviation Rd.: 58 Chesterwood Rd. VERBS + roadcross 

a road Look both ways before crossing the road.go down a road I heard the sound of 
her car going down the road.follow a road (=continue along it) I followed the main 

road into the town centre.turn onto a road also turn into a road BrE We turned onto 
a quiet road.pull off a road (=leave it when you are driving) If you feel tired, pull off 
the road and have a rest.run (out) into a road A child ran out into the road and was 

almost hit by a car.live on a road Chris lives on Mount Vernon Road.road + VERBSa 
road leads/goes/runs somewhere We turned into the road leading to the village.a 
road winds (=it turns and curves, rather than going in a straight line) A long road 

wound through the park.a road forks (=starts going ahead in two different 
directions) At Salen, the road forks right and left.a road narrows/widens (=it 
becomes narrower or wider) After a couple of miles, the road narrows.a road is 

blocked The main road was blocked for an hour while police cleared the 
accident.road + NOUNSa road accident Her husband was killed in a road accident.road 
safety It’s important to teach children about road safety.road sense (=knowledge of 

how to behave safely near traffic) Young children don’t have any road sense.a road 
junction (=a place where two or more roads meet) The accident happened at a busy 
road junction.a road network (=a system of roads that cross or are connected to each 

other) The road network in Amsterdam is quite complicated.a road sign What does 
that road sign mean?a road map I’m lost. Did we bring a road map?PREPOSITIONSon 
the road There were a lot of cars parked on the road.along a road She was seen 

walking along the road on her own.up/down the road (=along a road – used 
especially in spoken English) I ran down the road to see what had happened. | There’s 
a post office up the road.in the road Someone was standing in the road, blocking the 

traffic.across the road She lives across the road.by road The volcano cannot be 

reached by road. Up/down the roadPeople often use up/down the road, when  

saying that someone or something is near you: He lives up the road from  
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me. PHRASESthe side of the road We stopped and had something to eat by the side 

of the road. | She was standing on the other side of the road talking to my mum.the 
middle of the road A police officer was standing in the middle of the road, directing 

traffic.the road ahead (=in front of you) The road ahead was completely flooded.a 
fork in the road (=a place where a road goes in two different directions) We had to 
ask for directions each time we got to a fork in the road.a stretch of road (=a length 

of road) Several people have been killed on this stretch of road.THESAURUS: 

roadstreeta road in a town or city, with houses or shops on each side:She lives on  

our street. | We walked along the streets of the old town. | Oxford Street is one of  

Europe’s busiest shopping areas. | He was stopped by the police, driving the wrong 

way down a one-way street. | Turn left on Main Street (=the street in the middle of a  

town, where most of the shops are – used in American English). | These days the same 

shops are on every high street (=the street in the middle of a town, where most of the 

shops are – used in British English).avenuea road in a town or city, often with trees on  

each side:the busy avenue in front of the cathedral | He lived on Park  

Avenue.boulevarda wide road in a city – used especially in street names in the US,  

France etc. In the UK, streets are usually called avenue rather than boulevard:We 

visited the world-famous Sunset Boulevard in Los Angeles.lanea narrow road in the 

country:I was cycling along a winding country lane, with very little traffic.cul-de-saca 

short street which is closed at one end:The house is situated in a quiet cul-de-sac in  

North Oxford.track especially BrE dirt road AmEa narrow road in the country, usually  

without a hard surface:The farm was down a bumpy track.ring 

road BrE beltway AmEa road that goes around a town or city:The airport is on the 

ring road just outside the city.bypass BrEa road that goes past a town or city, allowing  

traffic to avoid the centre:The bypass would take heavy traffic out of the old city  

centre.dual carriageway BrE divided highway AmEa road with a barrier or strip of  

land in the middle that has lines of traffic travelling in each direction:I waited until we 

were on the dual carriageway before I overtook him.freeway/expressway AmEa 

very wide road in a city or between cities, on which cars can travel very fast without  

stopping:Take the Hollywood Freeway (101) south, exit at Vine Street, and drive east  

on Franklin Avenue. | Over on the side of the expressway, he saw an enormous sedan,  

up against a stone wall.motorway BrE highway AmEa very wide road for travelling  

fast over long distances:The speed limit on the motorway is 70 miles an hour. | the 

Pacific Coast Highwayinterstate AmEa road for fast traffic that goes between 

states:The accident happened on Interstate 84, about 10 miles east of Hartford.toll  

roada road that you pay to use:The government is planning to introduce toll roads, in  

an effort to cut traffic congestion.turnpike AmEa large road for fast traffic that you 

pay to use:He dropped her off at an entrance to the New Jersey Turnpike.  

roast /rəʊst $ roʊst/ verb  THESAURUS > cook1 
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rob verb  THESAURUS > steal 

robbery /ˈrɒbəri $ ˈrɑː-/ noun (plural robberies) [C,U]  the crime of stealing 

money or things from a bank, shop etc, especially using violenceADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ robberya bank robbery Police are investigating a series of bank robberies in the 
area.a street robbery These phones are a common target in street robberies.armed 
robbery He received a 10-year prison sentence for armed robbery.attempted 

robbery He was charged with attempted robbery.a daring robbery They carried out a 
daring robbery and escaped with millions of dollars.a failed robbery He was arrested 
during a failed robbery.VERBScommit/carry out a robbery The robbery was carried 

out by an armed gang.take part in a robbery He was one of the men who took part in 
a robbery on a post office.foil a robbery (=prevent it from being successful) The police 
were able to foil the robbery.PHRASESa string of robberies (=several robberies) They 

were responsible for a string of robberies.robbery with violence Her son is in prison 

for robbery with violence.THESAURUS: robberytheftthe crime of stealing  

something, especially when the person it is stolen from is not present:Car thefts are on  

the increase. | Security has been tightened since the theft of a $150,000 oil  

painting.burglarythe crime of entering a house or other building illegally and stealing  

things:Most burglaries occur when a house or apartment is empty. | He was charged 

with burglary.break-inan occasion when someone breaks a door or window in order to  

enter a place and steal things:The break-in was the eighth on our street this  

year. | There’s been a break-in at the newsagents.mugginga violent attack on 

someone in the street in order to rob them:There have been a number of muggings  

outside downtown hotels. | The mugging was carried out by three youths in hooded 

sweatshirts.raidan attack on a bank, shop etc, especially one in which the thieves use 

weapons:The gang carried out an armed raid on a post office.bank job informala 

carefully planned robbery of a bank:The money from the bank job was quickly taken 

out of the country.larceny lawthe crime of stealing something from someone, without  

using force or threats. This word is used mainly in American English. It is now old-

fashioned in British English:He pleaded guilty in New York to nine counts of grand 

larceny (=stealing things that are worth a lot of money). | They were suspected of  

being involved in petty larceny (=stealing things that are not worth a lot of money).  

rock /rɒk $ rɑːk/ noun  1. the hard substance that forms the main surface of the 

Earth, or a piece of thisADJECTIVESsolid rock Steps had been carved out of the solid 
rock.bare rock (=not covered by soil) Here there was no grass, only bare 
rock.volcanic rock The fossils were found between two layers of volcanic rock.molten 

rock (=rock that is so hot it is liquid) Molten rock flowed into these cracks.a jagged 
rock (=with sharp points and edges) The fishermen take care to avoid the jagged 
rocks beneath the waves.a smooth rock The water flowed over 

the smooth rocks.VERBSrock forms/is formed These rocks were formed at the 
bottom of an ancient ocean.sth erodes the rock (=gradually removes the 
surface) The river has eroded the rock.the rock erodes (away) (=its surface is 

gradually removed by water, wind etc) The rocks had eroded away over the 
years.rock + NOUNSa rock formation (=a shape formed naturally from rock) The 
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island is known for its amazing rock formations.a rock face (=a very steep surface of 

rock on the side of a mountain) They climbed slowly down the rock face.PHRASESa 
lump/piece of rock His leg was trapped under a large lump of rock.a layer of 

rock You can see six layers of rock in the cliff.an outcrop of rock (=a mass of rock 
that sticks up above the ground) The birds nested on an outcrop of 

rock.THESAURUS: rockstonea small piece of rock, found on the ground or near  

the surface of the ground:The children were throwing stones into the water. Speakers  

of American English are more likely to use the word rock than stone. bouldera large 

round piece of rock:She climbed over the boulders onto the sand.pebblea small  

smooth stone found especially on a beach or on the bottom of a river:The beach was  

covered with smooth white pebbles.fossila rock which has the shape of an animal or  

plant that lived many thousands of years ago:They found fossils of early reptiles in the 

cliffs.2. a type of loud pop music with a strong beat, played using guitars and 

drumsrock + NOUNSrock music He used to play loud rock music late at night.a rock 
band/group I had always wanted to be in a rock band.a rock 
singer/musician/guitarist Many famous rock singers have died young.a rock 

star He is one of the world’s biggest rock stars.a rock concert Thousands of people 
attended the rock concert at the stadium.a rock fan Their songs are familiar to rock 
fans. 

role AC /rəʊl $ roʊl/ noun  1. the way someone or something is involved in 

somethingADJECTIVESan important role She played an important role in her 
husband’s political career.a major/significant/prominent 
role (=important) Technology is already playing a significant role in classroom 

teaching. | The military has played a prominent role in Burmese politics.a 
key/central/leading role (=the most important) The report recognized the key 
role of teachers. | They take a leading role in discussions.a vital/crucial/essential 

role (=very important) Every member of the team has a vital role to play.a 
minor/limited role Dirty needles play only a minor role in spreading AIDS in Africa.an 

active role (=doing practical things to achieve particular aims) She took an active 
role in the community.a dual role (=two roles) People have dual roles in society as 
producers and consumers.sb’s traditional role Some women are happy with their 

traditional role as carers.VERBSplay/have a role also fulfil a role formal The 
internet plays an important role in people’s daily lives.take a role (=start being 
involved in something) Charlie began to take a more active role on the farm.take on a 

role also assume a role formal (=start having a particular job or function) Mr 
Jones took on the role of spokesperson for the organization.give sb a role He 
was given a key role in the election campaign.cast sb in a role (=give someone a role, 

especially one they do not want) He found himself cast in the role of guide and 
translator.switch/reverse roles (=start doing what someone else did, while they start 
doing what you did) Sometimes we reverse roles, and I drive while he map-

reads.PREPOSITIONSa role in sth Women’s role in society has changed.a role as 
sth She gets a lot of satisfaction from her role as a mother.the role of sth They 
studied the role of diet in the prevention of disease.in a role It was the first time I had 

seen him in that role.2. the character played by an actorADJECTIVES/NOUNS + rolea 
major/big role It was his first major role.a minor/small role She has had small 
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roles in several other films.the lead/leading role (=the most important role) He had 

already cast Tom Hanks in the lead role.a starring role (=one of the most important 
roles) She had to turn down a starring role in a film to continue with the play.the title 

role (=the role of the character whose name is the title of the film or play) She will 
play the title role in ‘Emma’ later this year.a supporting role (=not one of the main 
roles) She has a supporting role as the wife of the hero.a comic role She admits she is 

attracted to comic roles.VERBSplay a role John will play the role of Hamlet.have a 
role His son has a small role in the series.take a role In the end, I decided not to take 
the role.give sb a role also cast sb in a role Television producers would not cast her 

in lead roles. | A young actor named Johnny Depp was given the leading role.land a 
role (=be given a role) He landed a role in a famous Broadway musical.turn down a 
role (=say that you will not play it) I got the part after another actress turned down 

the role.PREPOSITIONSin a role I would like to see a French actor in this role.the role 
of sb Who wants to play the role of Joseph? 

roll /rəʊl $ roʊl/ verb  if something rolls, or if you roll it, it moves along a surface 

by turning over and overPREPOSITIONS/ADVERBSroll down (sth) The coin slipped 

from her hand and rolled down the hill.roll off (sth) One of the eggs rolled off the 
counter.roll around (sth) An apple was rolling around on the floor of the car.roll into 

sth The ball rolled into the street.roll sth in sth Roll the chicken 
breasts in flour.NOUNSroll a ball Bruce rolled the ball back to him.roll the 
dice (=throw it to see which number it lands on) Each player takes their turn to roll the 

dice. 

romantic /rəʊˈmæntɪk, rə- $ roʊ, rə-/ adjective  1. relating to being or falling in 

loveNOUNSromantic love (=as opposed to other kinds, such as a parent’s love for a 
child) Kissing is a gesture of romantic love.a romantic relationship They said they 

were just friends, and there was no romantic relationship.a romantic gesture Neil 
bought her some flowers as a romantic gesture.a romantic setting/place The castle 
is a romantic setting for a wedding.a romantic evening/weekend What would be 

your ideal romantic evening?a romantic dinner/meal My boyfriend took me out for 
a romantic meal.a romantic film/movie It’s a very romantic film, perfect for a 
date.ADVERBShighly/intensely romantic It is a highly romantic love 

story.wonderfully romantic They spent a wonderfully romantic weekend 
together2. not practical, or not based on realityNOUNSa romantic idea/notion Many 

people have romantic notions about living in the countryside.a romantic view He has 
a very romantic view of travel.a romantic vision I had romantic visions of myself as a 
poet.a romantic image TV detective series can give an overly romantic image of police 

work.a romantic ideal A little cottage in the country is a romantic ideal. 

roof /ruːf $ ruːf, rʊf/ noun  the structure that forms the top of a building or 

vehicleADJECTIVES/NOUNS + roofa flat roof The houses all have flat roofs.a 
leaky/leaking roof (=one that lets rain in) We needed to fix the leaky roof.a sloping 

roof The path led to a log cabin with a sloping roof.a pitched roof (=with parts that 
slope down) More expensive garages may have tiled pitched roofs.a thatched 
roof (=made of dried straw) She lived in a pretty country cottage with a thatched 

roof.a tiled roof (=covered with pieces of baked clay)a slate roof (=covered with thin 
pieces of a grey rock)roof + NOUNSroof tiles (=flat hard objects used for covering a 
roof) A few roof tiles had blown off in the storm.a roof garden/terrace The restaurant 

has a roof garden.roof space (=space for storing things under the roof of a 
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building)roof timbers (=large pieces of wood that make the main structure of a 

roof)PREPOSITIONSon the roof Birds were perching on the roof of the 
farmhouse.through the roof Rain was coming in through the roof. 

room /ruːm, rʊm/ noun  1. a part of the inside of a building that has its own 

walls, floor, and ceilingADJECTIVESa small/tiny room Each apartment consists of 
three small rooms.a large/spacious/big room The house has 
a spacious living room.a bright/airy/light room The bright living room opens onto a 

patio.a comfortable/cosy/warm room The hotel offers comfortable rooms.a 
crowded room (=with a lot of people in) She looked around the crowded room for her 
friend.a spare room (=a bedroom in your house for guests) We have a spare 

room you could stay in.the next room (=the one beside the room you are 
in) Someone was laughing in the next room.a single room (=a bedroom for one 
person with one bed) A single room is $36. 50 a night.a double room (=a bedroom for 

two people with one large bed) I’d like to book a double room for two nights.a twin 
room (=a bedroom for two people with two separate beds) Accommodation is available 
from £26 a night per person, sharing a twin room.the front room (=a room used for 

sitting in at the front of a house) She sat in the front room watching television.NOUNS 

+ rooma hotel room (=a bedroom in a hotel) I went back to my hotel room to have a 

rest.a living/dining/sitting room The house has a large dining room.a 
waiting/changing/dressing room I read a magazine in the doctor’s waiting room.a 
conference/meeting/lecture room The hotel has a large conference room available 

for hire.a reception room BrE (=a room for relaxing or eating in – used to describe a 
house when selling it) The house has three reception rooms.a games room (=with 
equipment for playing games) There is a games room with a full-sized snooker table.a 

guest room (=a hotel bedroom, or a bedroom for visitors in a house) You will be 
staying in the guest room. | All guest rooms have private facilities.a shower 

room There is a shower room on the first floor. Bathroom (= the toilet)  

and cloakroom (= the room where you can hang your coat) are always written as  

one word.Staffroom (= a room for teachers when they are not teaching) is usually  

written as one word. VERBScome into/go into/enter a room Billy knocked, 

and entered the room.go out of/come out of/leave a room She left the room and 

went upstairs.burst into a room (=enter very suddenly) He burst into the room and 
rushed towards me.storm out of a room (=leave suddenly because you are 
angry) Janette started arguing and then stormed out of the room.sb/sth fills a 

room Talking and laughter filled the room.paint/decorate a room The rooms are all 
brightly decorated.furnish a room All rooms are furnished in a traditional style.a 
room contains sth The room contained a double bed and a desk.PREPOSITIONSin a 

room There was a lot of furniture in the room.2. space or enough 
spaceADJECTIVESenough room also sufficient room formal There isn’t enough 
room for a desk.ample room (=more than enough) The terrace is large, with ample 

room for relaxing.VERBShave room Do you have room in your car for me?make 
room He moved to make room for Ann on the sofa.leave room Make sure you leave 
room for dessert.find room I’m sure we can find room for this 

table.PREPOSITIONSroom for sth/sb Is there room for a washing machine? 
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rope /rəʊp $ roʊp/ noun  very strong thick string, made by twisting together 

many thinner stringsADJECTIVESa strong rope We will need some strong rope to pull 
the car back onto the road.a thick rope The boat was tied to the post with a thick 

rope.a rope is tight Make sure the rope is tight. A tightrope is a high strong wire  

that a performer walks across as a circus act. VERBStie/attach/fix a rope 

somewhere also secure a rope formal They tied a rope around my waist and pulled 

me up.untie a rope He untied the ropes and pushed the boat out.climb a rope He 
started to climb the rope.pull (on) a rope Pull the rope to ring the bell.throw a 
rope She threw a rope to the man in the water.coil a rope (=wind it into several 

rings) The man was coiling a length of rope.NOUNS + ropea skipping rope BrE a jump 
rope AmE (=for playing a game in which you jump over a rope which moves up and 
down) The girls took skipping ropes to school.a safety rope (=used to stop someone 

from falling) They put a safety rope around my waist.a climbing rope We always 
take climbing rope with us when we are in the mountains.a tow rope (=for pulling a 
car, boat etc behind another vehicle) The car was being pulled by a tow rope.a guy 

rope (=used to keep a tent or pole in the right position) He tripped over one of the guy 
ropes.a bell rope (=pulled to make a bell ring) He tugged sharply on the bell 
rope.PHRASESa length/piece of rope He tied a length of rope to the boat.a coil of 

rope (=rope that has been wound into rings) There was a large coil of rope lying on the 
deck. 

rough /rʌf/ adjective  1. not smooth or flat – used about the surface of the 

ground, or the surface of something you touchNOUNSrough ground also rough 
terrain formal The car had big thick tyres for driving over rough ground.rough 
sea/water (=with a lot of waves) The sea was too rough for swimming.a rough 

track/path/road A rough track leads up to the farmhouse.a rough surface The 
stones have a rough surface, which stops you from slipping on them.a rough 
texture Woollen cloth has a rough texture.rough hands/skin His big rough 

hands were covered in dirt.rough cloth/material The coat was made 

of rough dark material.THESAURUS: 

roughunevenfloor | ground | surface | steps | wallan uneven surface has areas  

that are not flat or not all at the same level:The floor was uneven and the table kept  

wobbling. | Motorists reported damage to their vehicles caused by 

the uneven road surface. | She climbed the uneven steps with great care. | It’s  

important to fill holes and cracks in an uneven 

wall.bumpyroad | track | lane | field | ground | journey | ride | landing | flighta 

bumpy road or area of land has a lot of bumps (=raised parts) and holes in it. You also 

use bumpy about journeys in which the vehicle keeps moving up and down:There was  

a bumpy road through the jungle. | We turned off the highway, onto a bumpy 

track. | The ground is very bumpy and it’s best to drive slowly. | They had a bumpy 

journey across the desert in an old Land Rover. | The plane made a bumpy landing in a  

field. | The pilot warned us that this was likely to be a bumpy 

flight.coarsecloth | material | wool | linen | hair | grassa coarse material feels  
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rough when you touch it:The blanket was made of coarse cloth. | She 

had coarse black hair. | There were a few clumps of coarse 

grass.ruggedterrain | landscape | mountains | coast | coastlinenot flat and 

having a lot of hills, mountains, or bumps:The best way to explore the rugged 

terrain is on horseback (=used about ground that is not flat). | There are superb views 

of the wild rugged landscape. | Tassajara is deep in the rugged Santa  

Lucia mountains. | The road follows California’s rugged 

coastline.ANTONYMS → smooth (1)2. not exactNOUNSa rough 

estimate/guess/approximation At a rough estimate, 50 percent of the children can 

write a few words.a rough calculation I quickly did a rough calculation and decided 
we could afford it.a rough idea/indication He gave me a rough idea of what the job 
involved.a rough guide This chart is only a rough guide to your ideal weight.a rough 

translation I knew enough French to make a rough translation of the poem.a rough 
sketch/drawing/map He drew a rough sketch on the back of an envelope.a rough 
draft/outline (=a piece of writing that is not in its finished form) She has finished 
the rough draft of her new novel.ANTONYMS → exact 

round1 /raʊnd/ adjective  shaped like a circleNOUNSa round hole There was a 

small round hole in the top of the box.a round shape He drew round shapes for the 

wheels.a round table They sat at a round table.a round face/head Pat had a 
red round face.round eyes He watched her with big round eyes.ADVERBSperfectly 

round The Earth isn’t perfectly round.THESAURUS: 

roundcircularmotion | movement | route | walk | hole | table | areashaped like 

a circle. Circular is slightly more formal than round, and can also be used about  

movements:She rubbed her stomach in a circular motion. | Brush your teeth using  

small circular movements. | The bus ran a circular route. | This is a pleasant five-

mile circular walk. | There was a circular hole in the floor. | They were seated around 

a circular table. | In the middle is a circular area with benches and a  

fountain.sphericalshape | objectshaped like a ball. Spherical is usually used in  

technical English:Most moons and planets have a spherical shape. | People reported  

seeing an orange spherical object move through the 

sky.curvedsurface | line | shape | edge | path | roof | wallnot straight, but not  

completely round:There was a crack in the curved surface of the cup. | She drew 

a curved line. | I arranged the candles in a curved shape. | The table’s curved edge is  

to stop small children from banging their heads. | A curved path leads through the 

garden. | The stadium has a curved roof. | The building had curved walls and round 

windows.  

round2 noun  a round of events is a series of related events, which are part of a 

longer processPHRASESa round of talks/negotiations/meetings A second round of 
talks got under way this week.a round of voting In the first round of voting he took 

44.5 percent of the vote.a round of cuts (=when a government or a company reduces 
the size of something) The president is likely to approve a new round of cuts in military 
forces.a round of layoffs/redundancies (=when people are told to leave their 
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jobs) The latest round of layoffs could bring its labor force down to 60,000.a round of 

violence What was the cause of the latest round of violence? 

roundabout /ˈraʊndəbaʊt/ noun BrE  a place where three or more roads join 

together, which consists of a round area that cars must drive aroundADJECTIVESthe 

next roundabout At the next roundabout, take the fourth exit.the 
first/second/third etc roundabout At the second roundabout, turn right.a mini 
roundabout (=a very small one painted on the road) At the mini roundabout, turn 

left.a big/large/major roundabout After 25 miles, you will come to a large 
roundabout.a busy roundabout It’s one of London’s busiest 
roundabouts.VERBSapproach a roundabout Slow down as 

you approach the roundabout.reach a roundabout Continue for eight miles until 
you reach a roundabout, then turn left.enter a roundabout Always look for cyclists 
before you enter a roundabout.drive/go round a roundabout He went 

round the roundabout the wrong way.negotiate a roundabout formal (=succeed in 
getting round it) He hit another car while trying to negotiate a busy roundabout.go 
over a roundabout (=do not take a left or right turning) Go over the 

first roundabout.leave/exit a roundabout Leave the roundabout at the third 
exit.PREPOSITIONSat a roundabout Turn left at the first roundabout.on a 

roundabout You shouldn’t stop while you’re on a roundabout. 

route AC /ruːt $ ruːt, raʊt/ noun  a way from one place to anotherADJECTIVESa 

direct route This road is the most direct route.the best route I had a look at the map 
and worked out the best route.the quickest/shortest/fastest route They took the 

shortest route back to the hotel.a roundabout route also a circuitous 
route formal (=one that is not at all direct) We were late because we had taken a 
rather circuitous route.the scenic route (=a route that is not direct but goes through a 

beautiful or interesting area) I had lots of time, so I decided to take the scenic route.a 
northerly/southerly etc route She followed the northerly route across Spain to 
Bilbao.the same route/a different route He had intended to return by the same 

route. | This time we took a different route.an alternative route (=one that you can 
use instead) Because of the floods, they had to find an alternative route.the 
usual/normal route I went home by my usual route.an easy route The other group 

had reached the top of the mountain by an easier route.a busy route This is one of the 
region’s busiest traffic routes.VERBSfollow a route They both followed the 

same route.take a route They had been forced to take a longer route.use a route We 
planned to use the north–south route through the desert.travel a 
route I travel this route at least once a week.plan/work out your route We studied 

the map and planned our route.trace a route (=move your finger along it on a 
map) She traced his probable route on the map.block a route The police blocked the 
planned route of the protest march.a route takes sb somewhere Her route took her 

along Wellingborough Road.NOUNS + routean escape route (=a way of leaving a place 
in an emergency such as a fire) Check that your escape route is clear.a trade 
route (=used for transporting goods between countries) The trade route between 

Europe and Central Asia came under Russian control.a bus route Our house was on 
a bus route, so it was easy to get into town.a shipping route (=used by many 
ships) This is one of the busiest shipping routes in the world.a sea route (=using the 

sea) Columbus wanted to find a western sea route to China.an air route The North 
Atlantic is a very popular air route.PREPOSITIONSa route to/from a place What is the 
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quickest route from the airport to Manhattan?by a route They walked back by a 

different route.on a route The town lay on the route to Rome. 

routine1 /ruːˈtiːn/ noun  the usual order in which you do things, or the things 

you regularly doADJECTIVES/NOUNS + routinesb’s daily routine Make exercise part of 

your daily routine.sb’s normal/usual/regular routine Although he had gone, I 
continued with my normal routine.sb’s morning routine His morning routine started 
with a cup of tea followed by a shower.the old routine I get sick of the same old 

routine day after day.a familiar routine Dogs like a familiar routine.VERBSget (sb) 
into a routine (=develop a fixed order of doing things, or make someone do this) Try 
to get your baby into a routine of feeding and sleeping.slip/fall/settle into a 

routine (=get into a routine without making an effort) The team slipped quickly into a 
routine.break a routine (=do something different) Bella didn’t break her routine for 
anyone.disrupt/upset sb’s routine She disliked things 

that disrupted her routine.PHRASESa matter of routine Checks were carried out on 
patients as a matter of routine.a break from routine (=a change) I needed a break 
from routine. 

routine2 /ˌruːˈtiːn◂/ adjective  happening as a normal part of a job or 

processNOUNSroutine work We need more junior staff to help out with the routine 
work.routine maintenance The system will be shut down overnight for routine 

maintenance.routine questions/inquiries The nurse went through the list of routine 
questions.a routine check/inspection Police stopped the vehicle for a routine 
check.routine monitoring/screening They introduced routine screening for breast 

cancer for all women over 50.a routine operation/procedure (=a medical operation 
that is fairly common and not serious) She went into hospital for a routine operation. 

row1 /rəʊ $ roʊ/ noun  a line of things or peopleADJECTIVESthe 

front/back/middle row I managed to get a seat in the front row.the top/bottom 
row The optician asked her if she could read the bottom row of letters.the 
first/second etc row Make sure the first row of tiles is straight.a neat/orderly 

row The children sat in neat rows.a straight row They plant the trees in nice straight 
rows.a long row Near their house was a long row of shops.a horizontal/vertical 
row The figures are displayed in a horizontal row.PREPOSITIONSin a row The chairs 

were arranged in rows.PHRASESrow upon row (=many rows) His vast library 
contained row upon row of books. 

row2 /raʊ/ noun BrE  an angry argument, especially between people who know 

each other well or between people in public life PronunciationThis meaning of row is  

pronounced like ‘cow’. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + rowa huge/big/terrible row I heard 

them having a huge row.a major row (=a big row, especially between politicians, 
countries etc) There was a major row between the Ministry of Agriculture and the 
Department of the Environment.a heated/fierce/bitter row (=an angry row) The 

discussion developed into a heated row.a furious/blazing/flaming row (=a very 
angry row) She left after a furious row with her boyfriend.a stand-up row (=a very 
angry row) One player had a stand-up row with his own captain.an unholy/almighty 

row informal (=a very angry row) An unholy row broke out between two of the men 
drinking in the bar.a family row When he turned up late, there was a family row.a 
drunken row He hit her during a drunken row.a political row The MP is at the centre 
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of a political row.a diplomatic row (=between countries) The incident caused a 

diplomatic row between North and South Korea.VERBS + rowhave a row He 
had had a row with his wife.get into a row (=become involved in a row) I don’t want 

to get into a row over this.spark/cause a row (=make it start) The arrests sparked a 
diplomatic row.end a row They are holding talks in an effort to end the row.defuse a 
row (=end it or make the people involved less angry) The government is trying 

to defuse the growing row over education cuts.row + VERBSa row breaks 
out/erupts/blows up (=it starts) A row broke out over the plans.a row 
escalates (=it becomes more serious) They are hoping the row between the two 

countries does not escalate.a row is brewing (=it is likely to start 
soon) A row is brewing among scientists about the new treatment.PREPOSITIONSa row 
with sb She had left home after a row with her parents.a row between sb and 

sb The disagreement led to a row between the president and the prime minister.a row 
about/over sth Couples often have rows about money. 

rowdy /ˈraʊdi/ adjective  THESAURUS > loud 

royal /ˈrɔɪəl/ adjective [only before noun]  relating to or belonging to a king or 

queenNOUNSthe royal family Prince Harry is a member of the British royal family.the 
royal couple The royal couple toured the hospital.a royal 
palace/residence/castle Sandringham House is a royal residence in Norfolk.the 

royal court (=place where a king or queen lives and works) He was a frequent visitor 
to the royal court.the royal household (=the royal family and all the people who work 
for them) The aide was adviser to the royal household.a royal visit/visitor The royal 

visit to Dublin was a great success.a royal servant/clerk/official He had been a 
trusted royal servant.royal power/authority Royal power passed to the prince.royal 
patronage (=royal support) The event received royal patronage.royal assent (=when 

the UK king or queen makes something become law) The bill received the royal 
assent in September 1947.a royal charter (=a statement from a king or queen 
allowing a place or organization to exist or have special rights) Cities have been created 

in the past by royal charter. 

rubbish /ˈrʌbɪʃ/ noun especially BrE  1. food, paper etc that is no longer needed 

and has been thrown awayrubbish + NOUNSa rubbish bin/bag She put the plastic 

wrapper in the rubbish bin.a rubbish tip/dump (=a place where people take their 
rubbish, or where rubbish is buried in the ground) We took the old toys to the rubbish 
tip.rubbish collection They reduced rubbish collections to once a 

fortnight.VERBSdump rubbish (=put large quantities of rubbish in a place where it 
should not be) People have spoiled the woods by dumping rubbish there.put sth 
in/with the rubbish We don’t need the bags anymore – you can put them in the 

rubbish.put the rubbish out (=put it where it can be collected) When putting out the 
rubbish, make sure that you wrap broken glass in newspaper.collect rubbish They 
complained that their rubbish had not been collected for two weeks.dispose of 

rubbish formal (=get rid of it) We can dispose of rubbish by burning it or burying 
it.recycle your rubbish (=do something to it so it can be used again) People are being 
encouraged to recycle their rubbish.be littered/strewn with rubbish (=have a lot of 

rubbish on it) The streets are littered with rubbish.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ rubbishhousehold/domestic rubbish Over a third of British household rubbish is 
made up of packaging.garden/gardening rubbish (=dead leaves, parts cut from 

plants etc, to throw away or burn) They had a bonfire to get rid of some garden 
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rubbish.PHRASESa pile of rubbish There were piles of rubbish on the 

streets. Rubbish is used especially in British English. American speakers  

say trash or garbage. THESAURUS: 

rubbishgarbage/trash AmErubbish:The garbage is collected every  

Tuesday. | There were piles of trash in the backyard. | a black plastic garbage 

bagrefuse formalrubbish:The strike has disrupted refuse collection. | It’s a site which  

is used for domestic refuse (=from people's homes).litterempty bottles, pieces of  

paper etc that people have dropped on the ground:Parents should teach children not  

to drop litter. | The beach was covered in litter.wasterubbish, or materials that need 

to be dealt with after they have been used in industrial processes:The company was  

fined for dumping toxic waste into the ocean. | No one knows how to dispose 

of nuclear waste safely. | We need to reduce the amount of household  

waste.2. informal something that seems very silly or 

wrongADJECTIVESabsolute/utter/complete rubbish What they are saying 
is absolute rubbish.old rubbish (=used when emphasizing how bad something is) They 
think that people will buy any old rubbish.such rubbish I’ve never heard such 

rubbish in my life.VERBStalk rubbish People who say he will lose the election 
are talking rubbish.PHRASESa load of (old) rubbish (=used when saying that 
something is very bad or silly) The show was a load of rubbish. 

rude /ruːd/ adjective  speaking or behaving in a way that is not polite and is 

likely to offend or annoy peopleADVERBSextremely/incredibly rude The woman at 
the hotel desk was incredibly rude.downright/plain rude (=extremely rude in a 
shocking way) Mahoney had changed from being helpful to being downright 

rude.rather/somewhat/a little rude Sorry if I was a little rude to you the other 
day.NOUNSa rude remark/comment They kept making rude remarks about his 
stomach.rude behaviour BrE rude behavior AmE He wanted to apologize for his rude 

behaviour.a rude man/boy/woman etc He’s the rudest man I’ve ever 
met.VERBSseem/sound/appear rude It seems rude not to ask her to the party.sth is 

considered rude It is considered rather rude to talk and eat at the same 
time.PREPOSITIONSrude to sb Why are you so rude to her?PHRASESit is rude to do 
sth It’s rude to stare at people.not mean to be rude/not wish to appear rude I 

didn’t mean to be rude, but I had to leave early.THESAURUS: rudeimpolite/not  

politenot following the rules of good social behaviour. Impolite sounds rather  

formal:It is impolite to stare. | It’s not polite to talk with your mouth full of food. | He 

never talks with respect. He is always  

impolite.cheeky BrEgrin | expression | boy | girl | childbehaving in a way that is a  

little rude, especially when this is amusing or annoying – used especially about  

children:The boy had a cheeky grin on his face and I wondered what he was planning  

to do next. | Let go of my hand, you cheeky monkey! (=cheeky child) | "Whatever you 

say, Grandma." "Don't be cheeky."sassy AmEgirlbehaving in a way that is a little  

rude, especially when this is amusing or annoying – used about a young person:Rai  
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described her character as a sassy girl who wants to be one of the guys. US speakers  

also use smart in this meaning: Don't get smart  

with me! tactlessremark | question |saying things that are likely to upset or  

embarrass someone, without intending to:He made a number of tactless remarks  

about her weight. | Lydia suddenly felt full of regret. It was so obviously a tactless  

question. | It was a cruel, tactless thing to say. | It was tactless of me. I didn't mean 

to hurt your feelings. | How could you be so 

tactless?offensiveremark | comment | behaviour | attitudespeaking or behaving  

in a way that is likely to upset or offend a group of people, for example women or  

people who belong to a particular race or religion:His remarks are offensive 

to African-Americans. | I found her comments about men deeply offensive (=very  

offensive). Offensive language contains swear words: There's too much offensive  

language on TV these  

days. insultingremark | comment | language | behaviourvery offensive:His  

comments are insulting to women. | The article was full of insulting language. | I find 

it insulting to be addressed as Mrs D. Patterson (D being my husband's  

initial.)discourteous /dɪsˈkɜːtiəs $ -ɜːr-/ formalrather rude:Men drive too fast and are 

often very discourteous to other drivers. | He did not wish to appear discourteous 

towards his host. | It was discourteous of him not to have informed Bjorn of his  

decision. | It would seem discourteous to refuse her offer. Discourteous is often  

used when talking about being careful not to be rude to someone. disrespectfulnot  

showing the proper respect for someone or something:I felt her comments  

were disrespectful to all the people who have worked so hard on this project. | She 

accused him of being disrespectful towards his parents.ill-mannered also bad-

mannerednot following the usual rules of polite behaviour in social situations - a  

rather formal use:It seems bad-mannered to leave without saying goodbye. | Ill-

mannered movie-goers talked throughout the entire picture. | Many young men these 

days look badly dressed and are ill-

mannered.impertinent formalquestion | requestnot showing a proper respect for  

someone, especially by asking someone something that you should not ask, especially  

because it is about something personal:Are you married? I'm sorry if that is an  

impertinent question. | Would it be impertinent to ask how old you are? | You are 

being stupid and impertinent - you're beginning to irritate  

me.insolent formalstare | grin | childbehaving in a way that is deliberately very rude 

to someone in authority:The girl’s only response was an insolent stare. | "Don't be 
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insolent," the teacher snapped. "Get back to your  

desk."impudent formalsmile | grin | remark | childrude, and having no respect for  

people who are older or more important:The boy gave an impudent smile. | You must  

learn not to be impudent to the 

Master.irreverentattitude | humour | tone | lookshowing a lack of respect for  

someone or something who people are supposed to respect – used especially about  

humorous programmes, films etc:Some people found the film rather shocking, because 

of its irreverent attitude to death. | He has a rather irreverent sense of humour. | The 

programme takes an irreverent look at the week’s events.ANTONYMS → polite 

rudimentary /ˌruːdəˈmentəri◂/ adjective  THESAURUS > simple 

rugged adjective  THESAURUS > rough (1) 

ruin1 verb  to spoil or destroy something 

completelyADVERBScompletely/totally/utterly ruin sth Look at the carpet! 
It’s completely ruined!almost/nearly ruin sth The singer’s career was almost 

ruined by alcohol and drugs.permanently ruin sth/ruin sth forever If the wind farm 
is built, it will ruin the countryside forever. | The scandal permanently ruined his 
reputation.NOUNSruin sb’s career The scandal ruined his career as a politician.ruin 

sb’s life That man has completely ruined her life.ruin sb’s holiday/day Their first 
skiing holiday was ruined by the press, who followed them everywhere.ruin sb’s 
plans I didn’t want the bad weather to ruin all our plans.ruin sb’s 

marriage/relationship He said the court case ruined his marriage.ruin sb’s 
clothes/dress etc Her dress was accidentally ruined by the dry cleaners.ruin sb’s 
chances of sth The defeat ruined the team’s chances of winning the league.ruin sb’s 

name/reputation/credibility The affair ruined his reputation.ruin sb’s 
enjoyment My enjoyment of the film was ruined by other people in the audience 
talking and eating noisily. 

ruin2 noun  1. the parts of a building that are left after the rest has been 

destroyed GrammarUsually plural in this meaning. ADJECTIVESold/ancient 

ruins Tourists come to see the town’s ancient ruins. | There are many old ruins in the 
area, including the site of an old castle.crumbling ruins (=with small pieces breaking 

off) High on the hill sit the crumbling ruins of an old cottage.smoking ruins (=with 
smoke coming from them, after a fire or explosion) Firefighters were bringing people 
out of the smoking ruins.charred ruins (=burned by fire) All that remained of the 

village was charred ruins.Roman/Greek etc ruins They toured Italy looking at Roman 
ruins.NOUNS + ruinthe castle/church/temple etc ruins There is a path down to 
the castle ruins.PREPOSITIONSthe ruins of sth We visited the ruins of an old castle.in 

the ruins He hid in the ruins, hoping no one would find him.among the ruins They 
found some old photographs among the ruins of the house.PHRASESbe/lie in 
ruins (=be almost completely destroyed) By the end of the war, the whole town lay in 

ruins.fall into/go to ruin (=become damaged or destroyed) How could such a 
beautiful building be allowed to go to ruin?leave sth in ruins (=almost completely 
destroy it) A car bomb left part of the town centre in ruins.2. a situation in which you 

have lost all your money, your social position, or the good opinion that people had 
about youADJECTIVESfinancial ruin She faces financial ruin after losing the court 
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case.economic ruin Their policies have driven this country to economic ruin.political 

ruin Another politician faces political ruin after the newspapers printed stories about his 
private life.social ruin (=losing your position in society) In those days, having a baby 

before you were married could mean social ruin.VERBSface ruin (=it is going to happen 
to you) Many shopkeepers are facing ruin.mean/spell ruin (=cause it in the 
future) They fear that the proposals could mean ruin for small football clubs. | Unwise 

investment can spell financial ruin.bring ruin on/to sb (=cause it for someone) Her 
behaviour brought ruin on her family.drive sb to ruin (=make it very likely for 
someone) Farmers told how foot-and-mouth disease was driving them to ruin.lead to 

ruin This policy could lead to economic ruin.save sb from ruin He believes the 
invention saved him from financial ruin.PHRASESbe on the brink/verge of ruin (=be 
close to it) The recession could leave many businesses on the brink of ruin.be on the 

road to ruin (=be going to experience it at some time in the future) Is America on the 
road to ruin?be the ruin of sb (=make someone lose all their money, good health, or 
reputation) Drinking will be the ruin of him.be/lie in ruins (=be completely 

destroyed) Her reputation lay in ruins.go to rack and ruin (=be in a very bad 
condition) They accused the government of letting hospitals and schools go to rack and 
ruin. 

rule1 /ruːl/ noun  1. a statement about what is allowed or what you should 

doADJECTIVESstrict rules There are strict rules about what clothes you can 
wear.simple rules The rules of the game are simple.basic rules One of the basic 

rules of survival is never get separated from the rest of your group.petty 
rules (=unreasonable rules about unimportant things) One reason I left the army was 
that I was fed up with all the petty rules.an unwritten rule (=a rule of behaviour that 

everyone in a group understands, but that is not usually mentioned) There’s an 
unwritten rule that you never call an actor before 10 a.m.hard and fast rules (=clear, 
definite rules about what to do) It is impossible to give hard and fast rules, but here are 

some points to consider.grammatical rules She doesn’t understand the 
basic grammatical rules of English.NOUNS + rulea school/prison/club etc rule He 
had broken one of the school rules.ground rules (=basic rules about how someone 

should behave or what they should do) I started the first class by giving the students 
some ground rules.health and safety rules You should follow any health and safety 
rules which apply to your workplace.VERBS + ruleobey/follow a rule We all have 

to obey the rules.observe/comply with/abide by a rule formal (=obey it) Members 
must comply with the rules of the organization. | There is little that one country can do 
if another fails to abide by the rules. | We expect you to observe the general rules of 

conduct as set out below.stick to/go by the rules informal (=obey them 
carefully) We all have to stick to the rules.break a rule also violate a 
rule formal (=not obey it) Anyone who breaks this rule will be punished.flout a 

rule (=break it, without trying to hide what you are doing) The party continues 
to flout its own rules.make the rules I’m only an assistant manager – I don’t make the 
rules.play by the rules (=do what is expected and agreed) The system works well 

enough – as long as everyone plays by the rules.bend/stretch the rules (=allow 
someone to do something that is not normally allowed) Couldn’t you bend the rules on 
this occasion?relax the rules (=make them less strict) Britain relaxed its 

immigration rules.tighten (up) the rules (=make them stricter) The EU has tightened 
the rules on the quality of drinking water.enforce a rule (=make sure that it is 
obeyed) Unfortunately, they have no power to enforce these rules.be bound by 
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rules (=have to obey them) We are bound by strict rules that prevent us from giving 

any information to the public.rule + VERBSthe rule says (that)... also the rule 
stipulates (that)... formal The rule says that you must be standing inside the 

line. | The rules stipulate that clubs must field the strongest team available.the rule 
prohibits/forbids sth (=does not allow it) The rule forbids women from becoming 
members of the club.the rule requires... formal (=says that people must do 

something) School rules required all girls to tie back their hair.the rule applies to 
sb/sth (=it affects someone or something) Everyone thinks that the rule doesn’t apply 
to them.PREPOSITIONSthe rules of sth He tried to teach me the rules of chess.the 

rules about/concerning sth There are no rules about how much you can earn.the 
rules relating to/governing sth The leaflet explains the rules governing food 
labeling.be against the rules (=something is not allowed) It was against the rules to 

talk in class.under the rules (=according to the rules) Under the rules, the company 
must publish its annual accounts.PHRASESa change in the rules I didn’t realise that 
there had been a change in the rules.a breach of the rules formal (=something that is 

against the rules) There has been a serious breach of the rules.rules and 
regulations The government keeps introducing more and more rules and 
regulations.rules are rules spoken (=a rule must be obeyed) Rules are rules and you 

have to obey them.THESAURUS: rulelawan official rule that everyone in a  

country, city, or state must obey:It is against the law to carry a concealed  

weapon. | The law says that all motorcyclists must wear helmets.regulationan official  

rule or order, which is part of a set of rules made by a government or  

organization:The regulations about applying for a passport have changed. | This sort of  

behaviour is against prison regulations. | They introduced tough new regulations on air  

pollution. | The house does not conform to building regulations (=it is against  

them).restrictionan official rule that limits what people can do:Tough new restrictions  

on immigration were introduced. | The government is planning to impose restrictions  

on the amount of alcohol you can bring into the country (=introduce 

restrictions).guidelinesrules or instructions about the best way to do something:The 

website gives the Department of Health’s guidelines for a healthy diet. | There are 

new guidelines for classroom teachers. | Government guidelines say babies should  

have water without flavouring.codea set of rules that people or organizations agree to  

obey but are not forced to obey:The school has a dress code for its  

students. | He broke the company’s code of conduct.statute formala law that has been  

officially approved by a parliament, council etc, and written down:The statute banned 

corporal punishment. | By statute, the budget for the House and Senate is submitted  

with the rest of the president’s budget.ordinance AmEa law, made by a city or town,  

that forbids or restricts an activity:A local ordinance limited speed in the parks to ten  

miles an hour.2. government of a country or areaADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ ruleCommunist/Conservative/Republican etc rule China’s leaders celebrated 60 
years of Communist rule.British/Turkish/Chinese etc rule Algeria was under French 

rule until 1962.colonial rule (=by another country, especially one that is far away) The 
days of European colonial rule are over.military rule They called for an immediate end 
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to military rule.majority rule (=by the party most people have voted for) It took many 

years of struggle to establish majority rule in South Africa.mob rule (=by angry or 
violent groups) The leadership had been criticized for giving in to mob 

rule.PREPOSITIONSunder Communist/military/French etc rule The country is 
now under military rule.3. what usually happensPHRASESas a (general) 
rule (=usually or normally) As a general rule students finish their coursework by the 

end of May.be the rule Having lots of children used to be the rule in Britain.be the 
exception, not the rule (=used to emphasize that something is unusual) Staying 
married for life seems to be the exception, not the rule these days.be the exception 

to a rule/be the exception that proves the rule (=be different from most other 
people) Most of the boys were quite shy, but Larry was the exception to the rule. 

rule2 /ruːl/ verb  THESAURUS > control1 (1) 

rumour BrE rumor AmE /ˈruːmə $ -ər/ noun  information passed from one 

person to another, which may or may not be trueVERBS + rumourhear a 
rumour I heard a rumour that she was leaving.spread rumours Someone has 
been spreading rumours about us.believe a rumour I don’t believe all the rumours 

about him – he seems fine.deny a rumour The star is denying rumors that he plans to 
get married.confirm a rumour (=say that it is true) The actor’s agent would 
not confirm the rumour.prompt/spark rumours (=cause them) Pictures of the singer 

with a mystery man have sparked rumours of a romance.rumour + VERBSa rumour 
spreads A rumour spread that he had been killed.a rumour goes around (=it is 
passed among people) There are rumors going around that they’re going to sell the 

company. | Not long afterwards, ugly rumours began to circulate.rumours fly 
around (=they are passed around among a lot of people very quickly) There were 
wild rumours flying around the office on Wednesday.ADJECTIVESa false/unfounded 

rumour (=containing false information) The rumours are completely unfounded. | False 
rumors began to spread that troops were massing on the border.wild rumours (=ones 
that are extremely unlikely to be true) Wild rumours caused panic on the stock 

markets.a malicious rumour (=a false one that someone spreads to make 
trouble) The claims were dismissed by the government as ‘malicious rumours’.a 
scurrilous rumour formal (=damaging and false) Journalists spread scurrilous 

rumours about the school.a widespread rumour (=that many people hear about) The 
arrests followed widespread rumours of police corruption.a persistent rumour (=that 

keeps being repeated for a long time) Despite persistent rumours of an affair, his wife 
stood by him.a strong rumour (=that is likely to be true) There is a strong 
rumour that the government is planning to raise taxes.an unsubstantiated 

rumour (=not proved to be true) These are only unsubstantiated rumours.an 
ugly/nasty rumour (=about something bad) Ugly rumours persisted that someone 
had lied to the police.PREPOSITIONSa rumour about sth We’ve been hearing rumours 

about her health.rumours of sth Rumours of his arrest spread 
quickly.PHRASESrumour has it (that)... (=it is being said) Rumour has it that they 
plan to get married.rumours are rife (that)... (=are talked about by a lot of 

people) Rumours were rife that the band were splitting up.THESAURUS: 

rumourspeculationa situation in which a lot of people are talking about something  

that is happening, especially something that is happening in politics or public life, and 

trying to guess what the truth is:There was a great deal of speculation about a possible  
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merger involving Belgium’s largest banks. | The report fuelled speculation (=caused 

more speculation) that he was about to resign. | His future as a player has been the 

subject of intense speculation.gossipthings that people say about what they think has  

happened in other people’s private lives, which is usually not true:She tells me all the 

latest gossip from the office. | The magazine was full of gossip about celebrities. | You 

shouldn’t believe every piece of gossip you hear.talksomething that people talk about  

a lot, but which is not official or not based on facts:The government has dismissed talk  

of a military strike on the country (=they have said that it is definitely not  

true). | There’s been a lot of talk of him resigning (=many people have been saying  

this). | I don't believe all this talk about ghosts and phantoms.hearsaysomething that  

you have heard from someone else, but cannot prove whether it is true or untrue –  

often used in legal contexts:All the accounts were based on hearsay rather than eye-

witness reports. | Hearsay evidence cannot be used in court. | The comment is pure 

hearsay (=just hearsay).  

run /rʌn/ verb  1. to move very quickly, by moving your legs more quickly than 

when you walkADVERBSrun quickly/fast I ran out of the house as fast as I could.run 

downstairs/upstairs I’ll run upstairs and get a hairbrush.run away/off The boys ran 
off into the crowd.PHRASESrun for your life (=run as quickly as possible because you 

are frightened) She struggled free and ran for her life.run for it informal (=run as 
quickly as possible) We had better run for it or we’ll miss the train.come running The 

children came running out of school.THESAURUS: runjogto run quite slowly for  

exercise over a long distance:A few people were jogging in the park. | He collapsed 

while jogging in Central Park. | I go jogging three times a week. | A young 

couple jogged past us.race/dashto run somewhere as quickly as you can, especially  

because you have to do something urgently:He dashed across the road to the police  

station. | We raced to the bus stop and got there just in time.sprintto run as fast as  

you can for a short distance:I saw the runners sprinting past. | He sprinted up the 

stairs.tearto run very quickly and without really looking where you are going, because 

you are in a hurry:He tore down the street and around the corner. | The sheep 

were tearing across the field.chargeto run quickly and with a lot of energy, so that you 

might knock down anyone or anything that gets in your way:They all charged out  

of the school gates at 4 o’clock. | Dennis charged through the door into my 

office. | The local police chief came charging into the yard.take to your heelsto start  

running away very quickly, especially to escape or because you are afraid:The men 

took to their heels as soon as they saw the police.leg it BrE informalto run away very  

quickly, in order to escape from someone or something:I legged it before the cops  

came.lope especially literaryto run easily with long steps – used especially about tall  

people with long legs:John loped across the street to meet me. | Dexter loped 

along beside me.ANIMALS RUNNINGtrotto run fairly slowly, taking short steps – used 

especially about horses and dogs:A little dog was trotting along behind her.gallopif a  
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horse gallops, it runs very quickly:The horse galloped off across the field.boltto  

suddenly run somewhere very fast, especially in order to escape:Suddenly a fox bolted  

out from beneath a hedge. | You don't want to make the horse bolt.2. to be in charge 

of an organization or eventADVERBSrun sth efficiently Savings can be made by 
running the business more efficiently.be well run The Duomo is a hotel which is well 
run and has a friendly atmosphere.be badly/poorly run The hospital is poorly run and 

faces possible closure.be privately run (=not by the government) Many schools in the 
country are privately run.be independently run (=by a person or family and not a 
large company) It is a small arts cinema which is independently run.be jointly 

run (=with another person or organization) The health program is jointly run by the 
main federal agencies responsible for public health.PREPOSITIONSrun sth for sb We’re 

running a course on grammar for intermediate students.THESAURUS: 

run→ control1 (1)  

runner /ˈrʌnə $ -ər/ noun  someone who runs for sport or 

pleasureADJECTIVES/NOUNS + runnera good/fast runner Charlie is a very good 
runner.a top runner (=one of the best) He is one of Japan’s top runners.a marathon 
runner Tom is also a keen marathon runner.a distance/long-distance runner East 

Africa has produced many of the world’s greatest distance runners.a middle-distance 
runner (=who runs 800 or 1500 metres) Strang was a middle-distance runner who 
won the silver medal.a cross-country runner (=who runs long distances across 

different types of land, rather than on roads or a running track) She was a cross-

country runner who had represented her school. Someone who runs short distances,  

such as 100 metres or 200 metres, is called a sprinter.  

rural /ˈrʊərəl $ ˈrʊr-/ adjective  happening in or relating to the countryside, not 

the cityADVERBSmainly/largely/predominantly rural The region is predominantly 

rural.NOUNSa rural area/district/village Many schools in rural areas have closed.a 
rural community This service will benefit the rural communities of the Highlands.rural 
life She didn’t enjoy rural life, and returned to the city.the rural economy Changes in 

farming methods have an effect on the rural economy.rural poverty The government 
has done little to tackle the problem of rural poverty.a rural location/setting We 
moved to this village because of its rural location.a rural landscape Out of the window 

you can see miles and miles of unspoilt rural landscape.rural land/housing Many 
people are against the development of rural land.rural development (=creating new 
buildings or services in rural areas) The money will be spent on rural development.a 

rural idyll (=a place in the countryside that seems perfect and happy) I always 
dreamed of moving to some rural idyll.a rural school/business Many small rural 
schools have old and unsatisfactory buildings.ANTONYMS → urban 

rush1 /rʌʃ/ verb  to move very quickly, especially because you need to be 

somewhere very soonPREPOSITIONS/ADVERBSrush into sth Tom rushed into the 
principal’s office.rush out of sth The boys rushed out of the house.rush past 

sb/sth A small girl rushed past her.rush downstairs/upstairs She rushed 
downstairs to answer the door.rush off (=leave quickly) I can’t stay – I have to rush 
off for a meeting.rush headlong into sb/sth (=with a lot of force) He rushed 

headlong into someone who was walking in the opposite direction.THESAURUS: 
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rushhurryto go somewhere or do something more quickly than usual, especially  

because there is not much time:People hurried into stores to escape the 

rain. | They hurried out of the house. | He hurried off to work. | You'll have to hurry or  

we’ll be late for breakfast. | I hurried through the rest of my workout and showered as  

quickly as I could.raceto go somewhere as fast as you can:She raced downstairs to tell  

her mother. | He raced back to his car and called for help.tearto run very quickly and 

without really looking where you are going, because you are in a hurry:I saw two 

boys tearing across the field towards the tree. | He tore down the stairs and out of the 

house. | They tore out of the building.dashto run somewhere very fast, especially only  

a short distance:Bob dashed across the road to his friend’s house. | Her heart was  

pumping furiously as she dashed through the kitchen to the front door. | I dashed 

outside to try to rescue the unfortunate creature.hustle AmE informalto hurry when 

you are doing something or going somewhere:You had better hustle or you’re going to  

miss the school bus.hasten literaryto hurry somewhere, especially because you need 

to do something:Suddenly frightened, she hastened back to where her friends were 

standing. | She took a deep breath and then hastened after him.  

rush2 /rʌʃ/ noun  a busy time when a lot of people do something or when you do 

something in a hurryADJECTIVESa big/great rush There was a big rush to vote in the 

elections.a mad/frantic rush At five past twelve there was a mad rush to the dinner 
hall.a headlong rush (=something done very quickly without stopping) The 
country’s headlong rush into democracy shows no signs of stopping.a sudden 

rush There was a sudden rush to get to the bar.a last-minute rush (=as late as 
possible before something happens or ends) A last-minute rush by Christmas shoppers 
boosted sales.NOUNS + rushthe morning/evening rush The evening rush was just 

starting.the Christmas rush Buy your presents now and avoid the Christmas 
rush.rush + NOUNSthe rush hour (=the time when many people are travelling to or 
from work) Traffic is always heavy during the rush hour.VERBSavoid/beat the 

rush Get the earlier bus and avoid the rush.PREPOSITIONSa rush for sth There was 
a rush for tickets.PHRASESbe in a rush (=in a situation in which you must hurry) I was 

in a rush and didn’t have time to brush my teeth.do sth in a rush (=do something 
quickly because you need to hurry) I did my homework in a rush and I knew it wasn’t 
very good.there’s no (great/big) rush (=you do not need to hurry) Give it back 

when you’ve finished – there’s no rush. 

ruthless adjective  THESAURUS > determined 

Letter S 

sacred /ˈseɪkrəd, ˈseɪkrɪd/ adjective  if something is sacred, it is treated with 

special respect, especially because it is connected with God or religionNOUNSa sacred 
place/site The shrine is one of the most sacred places in Japan.sacred 
ground/land They regard the cave as sacred ground.a sacred animal The cow is 

considered to be a sacred animal.a sacred tree/river/mountain The Ganges is 
the sacred river of the Hindus.a sacred text/book The Qur'an is the sacred text of 
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Islam.sacred writings/scripture God speaks to us in the Bible and other sacred 

scriptures.sacred music The choir will sing a selection of sacred music.sacred 
relic (=a sacred object, especially one that is very old) The church has many sacred 

relics.a sacred fire/flame The sacred flame is kept burning in the temple.a sacred 
ritual The lady of the house performs the sacred ritual of lighting two candles.VERBSbe 
considered sacred/be regarded as sacred Certain animals were 

considered sacred.PREPOSITIONSsacred to sb The land is sacred to Native 

Americans. Sacred or holy?These words mean the same and have many of the same  

collocations. You can say a sacred place/city/mountain/relic or a holy  

place/city/mountain/relic.There are some differences. You say a holy man and  

a holy war (not a ‘sacred’ one). It is more common to say a sacred text than a  

‘holy’ text.  

sad /sæd/ adjective  1. not happy, especially because something unpleasant has 

happenedVERBSbe/feel sad I feel sad that she’s not here any more.look sad You look 
sad. What’s the matter?seem sad also appear sad formal She 
always seems so sad.make sb sad It makes me sad to think that he can’t be here with 

us.NOUNSa sad look/expression There was a sad look in her eyes.a sad face Why 
the sad face?sad eyes He was smiling, but his eyes were sad.a sad smile She gave a 
slight sad smile.a sad voice “I’m always alone on Christmas Day,” he said in a sad 

voice.a sad day/time/moment This is the saddest day of my life. | When my parents 
divorced, it was a very sad time for the whole family. | The saddest moment was when 
my mother started crying.a sad occasion Henry’s funeral was a very sad occasion.a 

sad life She married a horrible man, and had a very sad 
life.ADVERBSterribly/desperately/unbearably sad (=very sad) Emma 
was desperately sad when her father died.deeply sad (=used when you wish 

something had not happened) I feel deeply sad for the families who have been affected 
by the disaster.strangely sad (=sad when this is surprising) I’d won the argument, but 
felt strangely sad.PREPOSITIONSsad about sth Tom felt sad about leaving home.sad 

for sb I feel sad for the children.PHRASESsadder but wiser (=having learned 
something from an unpleasant experience) He came out of the relationship sadder but 

wiser.THESAURUS: 

sadunhappymarriage | childhood | man | woman | personsad – used especially  

when this feeling continues for a long time. You can use unhappy about people and 

periods of time:Mrs Robinson feels trapped in an unhappy marriage. | Sam had 

an unhappy childhood and his mother was an alcoholic. | He was a strange unhappy 

man with no friends. | She’s obviously a deeply unhappy person. | I was deeply 

unhappy at school. | She feels unhappy about her weight and desperately wants to  

get slim. Sad or unhappy?You use unhappy about a long period of time. You say  

an unhappy childhood/marriage (not a ‘sad’ one). You usually use sad about a  

short period – you say a sad moment/occasion/day (not an ‘unhappy’ one).You  
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often use sad when something has just happened, which you did not  

want: I’m sad that the holiday’s over. You often use unhappy about a feeling that  

continues for a long time. You say He is unhappy in his job (not ‘he is  

sad’). homesicksad because you are away from your home, family, and friends:My 

sister was very homesick when she first went to college. Homesick is not usually  

used before a noun. gloomymood | atmosphere | expression | thoughtslooking  

or sounding sad and without hope:There was a gloomy mood in the office that  

day. | He always has a rather gloomy expression on his  

face.glumsilence | expression | face | moodlooking sad and disappointed:They sat  

in glum silence after the news was announced. | Don’t look so glum! Things aren’t as 

bad as all that.dejected/downcastexpressionlooking sad and disappointed because 

something you hoped for did not happen:His expression was downcast and he said “I  

wish you could stay longer.” | “I didn’t pass,” she said, looking dejected. | The coach 

was understandably downcast after the team’s last  

performance.mournful literarysound | eyes | expression | face | crylooking or  

sounding sad:They heard the mournful sound of the church bell. | The dog looked at  

her with his big mournful  

eyes.wistful literarysmile | expression | look | glance | longinglooking a little sad  

and thoughtful, because you wish that the situation was different:She looked at the 

young couple with a wistful smile. | “I wish I was going,” he said, with a wistful  

look out to sea. | Robbie took a wistful glance at her dream house. | In England there 

is always a wistful longing for the past.down informalfeeling sad for a few hours or  

days, often for no reason:Whenever I’m feeling down, I go out and buy myself some 

new clothes. | She’s been kind of down since that argument with Jack. Down is not  

used before a noun. VERY SADmiserabletime | lifevery sad, especially because you 

are lonely, cold, ill, or upset – used about people and periods of time:I had a miserable  

time at college. | Why is my life so miserable? | He sat all alone in his room,  

feeling thoroughly miserable (=completely miserable).depressedvery sad and 

without hope for a long time, because things are wrong in your life or because of a  

medical condition:After his wife left him, he became depressed and refused to talk to  

anyone. | Her husband’s been very depressed since he lost his job. Depressed is  

much less common before a noun. heartbrokenextremely sad because a relationship  

has ended or someone has died:When Gary left her, she was 

heartbroken. Heartbroken is not used before a  
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noun. distressedstate | relativesvery upset because of something bad that has  

happened, so that you cannot think clearly:The woman was clearly in a very distressed 

state. | Distressed relatives waited for news about their loved ones. | She was very  

distressed when he left her.devastatedextremely sad and shocked, because 

something very bad has happened:The whole town was devastated by the 

tragedy. Devastated is not used before a noun. ANTONYMS → happy2. making you 

feel sadNOUNSa sad story/song/film He listened to her sad story about her awful 
life. | That was a sad song for a wedding. | Sad films made her cry.a sad ending The 

book has a very sad ending.sad news I have some sad news to tell you.a sad case It 
was a sad case – the boy ended up in prison.a sad loss (=after someone dies or 
leaves) Mr Hay will be a sad loss to the English department.sad memories It brought 

back some sad memories.a sad sight All these empty seats are a sad sight.the sad 
truth The sad truth is that this was not an isolated 
incident.ADVERBSterribly/desperately/unbearably sad (=very sad) That is such 

an unbearably sad story.PHRASESit is sad It’s always sad when people split up.find it 
sad (that)... (=think it is sad that) I find it sad that he can’t even remember his own 
name.the sad thing is... The sad thing is that it’s too late to do anything.it is a sad 

fact (that)... (=used for saying you are sad that something is true) It is a sad fact that 
a lot of crime is committed by young people.a sad state of affairs (=a bad 
situation) This sad state of affairs must not be allowed to continue.be a sad reflection 

on sth (=show something unpleasant about something) It is a sad reflection on life 

that it takes suffering to bring people closer together.THESAURUS: 

saddepressingexperience | place | news | thought | sight | prospect | outlook 

| situationmaking you feel that there is nothing to be happy about and not much hope 

for the future:Walking past the rows of empty shops is a depressing  

experience. | Hospitals can be depressing places. | The news is all very depressing. | It  

was a depressing thought that I was getting nowhere. | I find the 

whole situation so depressing. | The latest sales figures make for depressing 

reading (=they look  

depressing).dismalweather | place | day | morning | afternoon | statemaking 

you feel unhappy and not at all hopeful. Dismal sounds stronger than depressing and 

is often used about the weather:She was fed up with the dismal English weather. | The 

world seemed a sad and dismal place. | It was a dismal grey November morning. | The 

oil companies have left the area in a dismal  

state.tragicdeath | accident | events | circumstances | consequences | story | c

ase | loss | history | hero | heroinevery sad, and often involving someone’s  

death:The news of his tragic death stunned everyone. | The princess died in a tragic  

accident. | The massacre was one of the most tragic events in Poland’s  

history. | Whatever the tragic consequences of the Iraq war, we must learn from 

them. | The book tells the tragic story of black slaves torn from their roots in  

Africa. | The island has a long and tragic history. | Antigone is the play’s tragic  



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1898] 

heroine.heartbreakingstory | tale | tragedy | news | images | sight | decisionm

aking you feel very sad and having a very strong effect on you:The film is  

a heartbreaking story about a man who loses everything. | The burning villages are 

a heartbreaking sight. | It was a heartbreaking decision to have to make. | It  

was heartbreaking to see him wasting his life away on 

drugs.patheticsight | figure | creaturemaking you feel sadness and sympathy:He 

was a pathetic sight and his clothes were covered in mud. | She looked at him now,  

a pathetic and solitary figure. Pathetic is usually used before a noun in this meaning.  

If you say I think you’re pathetic, that has a very different meaning – it means ‘I have  

no respect for you at all.’ ANTONYMS → happy 

sadistic /səˈdɪstɪk/ adjective  THESAURUS > cruel (1) 

sadness /ˈsædnəs, ˈsædnɪs/ noun [U]  the state of feeling 

sadADJECTIVESgreat/deep sadness It was with great sadness that we learned of his 
death.overwhelming sadness (=so great that you cannot think about or do anything 

else) Claudia felt an overwhelming sadness – she could not bear the thought of losing 
him.VERBSfeel sadness I remember the sadness I felt when I realised she was not 
there anymore.PHRASESa sense/feeling/air of sadness She was left with a deep 

sense of sadness and sorrow.a touch/hint of sadness (=a little sadness) There was a 
touch of sadness in her voice.be tinged with sadness (=have some sadness as well 
as joy) His pleasure at winning the award is tinged with sadness because his mother, 

Joanna, isn’t there to see him.be full of sadness/be filled with sadness Yesterday 

my heart was full of sadness.THESAURUS: sadnessunhappinessthe unhappy 

feeling you have when you are in a very difficult or unpleasant situation, especially  

when this lasts for a long time:After years of unhappiness, she finally decided to leave 

him. | She was a tense, nervous young woman, whose deep unhappiness was obvious  

to all those around her. | You do not know how much pain and unhappiness you 

have caused.sorrow writtenthe feeling of being very sad, especially because someone 

has died or because terrible things have happened to you:There seemed to be nowhere  

to go to be alone with her sorrow. | His voice was full of sorrow. | His heart was filled  

with great sorrow after her death.miserygreat unhappiness, caused especially by living  

or working in very bad conditions:The cold weather is with us again and the misery  

of the homeless is increasing. | They have brought death and human misery on a  

massive scale. | Thousands of families were destined to a life of misery. | This  

woman caused so much misery and I'm glad she's gone.despaira feeling of great  

unhappiness, because very bad things have happened and you have no hope that  

anything will change:At the end of the month, she still had no job and was tired,  

frustrated, and close to despair. | She cried out in despair. | After the game he was in  

a state of deep despair. | I sometimes wake up in the middle of the night filled with  

despair.griefgreat sadness that you feel when someone you love has died:He 
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was overcome with grief when his wife died.heartachea strong feeling of great  

sadness, especially because you miss someone you love:She remembered the 

heartache of the first Christmas spent away from her sons.depressiona mental illness  

that makes someone feel so unhappy that they have no energy or hope for the future,  

and they cannot live a normal life:He slipped into a depression in which he hardly ate  

or even left his room. | My husband suffers from depression.melancholy literarya 

feeling of sadness, especially one that affects a place, person etc without any obvious  

reason:Modigliani expressed his melancholy through his painting. | His music is full of  

melancholy. | Danskin was sitting up in bed staring at them with an expression of deep 

melancholy.despondency formala feeling of being very unhappy and without  

hope:She felt useless, and this contributed to her feelings of despondency.  

safe /seɪf/ adjective  1. not in danger, or not harmed or 

stolenADVERBScompletely/totally/perfectly/absolutely safe You will be completely 

safe if you stay in your car.VERBSfeel safe I feel safer in Tokyo than I do in 
London.keep sb/sth safe Make sure that you keep these documents safe.make sth 
safe Boxing is dangerous, and it will never be possible to make the sport 

completely safe.NOUNSa safe place (=where something is not likely to be stolen, or 
someone is not likely to be harmed) Keep your passport in a safe place.a safe 

environment (=where someone can do what they like without being harmed) Children 
need to feel that they are in a safe environment.a safe journey/trip I wished them 
a safe journey.a safe return (=someone or something comes back safely) The owner 

of a missing cat made an appeal for its safe return.safe passage (=the right to go 
somewhere without being arrested) The terrorists have demanded safe passage out of 
the country.PREPOSITIONSsafe from sb/sth The ants live in underground nests where 

they are safe from birds and lizards.safe with sb Your luggage will be safe 
with us.PHRASESfrom/at a safe distance We watched the fireworks from a safe 
distance.safe and sound (=safe and unharmed after being in danger, when other 

people were worried about you) I’m sure she will come back safe and sound.your 
secret is safe with me/will remain safe with me (=you will not tell other people 
about it) Don’t worry – your secret will remain safe with me.(as) safe as 

houses BrE informal (=completely safe) Your money should be as safe as houses if you 

put it in a bank.THESAURUS: safeNOT IN DANGERsecureif something is secure, it  

is safe from thieves and criminals. You also use secure about a place where something 

is safe:How do I know that my personal details are secure? | The money is in a  

very secure place.well protectednot likely to be damaged or harmed by 

something:The equipment was well protected from the rain. | Always make sure that  

you are well protected from the sun.out of harm’s wayin a place where someone or  

something cannot be hurt or damaged:She put the glass vases on the top shelf, out of  

harm’s way. | Make sure that he stays out of harm’s way.NOT HARMED OR  

DAMAGEDOK/all right informalsafe and not hurt:I was glad to hear that you were 

OK. | Don’t worry – the children are perfectly alright (=completely  

alright).unharmednot hurt:The kidnappers released the young 
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man unharmed.unscathed /ʌnˈskeɪðd/not hurt or damaged, after an accident, an  

attack, or a dangerous experience – used when you are surprised by this:The 

baby escaped unscathed. | Miraculously, the old part of the city remained unscathed.in  

one piece informalnot harmed or damaged, especially after a journey or a dangerous  

experience:I’m glad you’re home in one piece.out of dangersafe, after being in a  

dangerous situation:As soon as they were out of danger, they stopped for a rest. | His  

doctors say he is out of danger.2. not likely to cause 

harmADVERBScompletely/totally/perfectly/absolutely safe Do you think that 
nuclear energy is completely safe?environmentally safe (=not likely to harm the 

environment) The website gives advice about environmentally safe cleaning 
products.inherently safe formal (=safe because of its basic character) Wind energy 
is inherently safe, unlike some other forms of energy.NOUNSa safe driver She’s a 

very safe driver and she’s never had an accident.the safe handling/disposal of 
sth The two countries signed an agreement about the safe disposal of nuclear 
weapons.VERBSmake sth safe Engineers are working to make the building safe after 

the earthquake.declare sth safe The milk was declared safe after tests by government 
scientists.PREPOSITIONSsafe for sb We want the streets to be safe for our 
children.PHRASESit is safe to do sth We waited until it was safe to go outside.safe to 

use The government says that the vaccine is safe to use.safe to drink/eat The water 
is safe to drink – it comes straight from a mountain spring.ANTONYMS → dangerous 

safeguard /ˈseɪfgɑːd $ -gɑːrd/ noun  a rule, agreement etc that is intended to 

protect someone or something from possible dangers or problemsADJECTIVESan 
additional/further/extra safeguard He suggested additional safeguards for 
preventing fraud.a necessary/important safeguard This is an important 

safeguard for the consumer.an effective safeguard We need effective safeguards to 
stop people from being charged too much for loans.a 

proper/adequate/sufficient/appropriate safeguard The company failed to 
provide adequate safeguards to protect investors.a strong/strict/stringent/tough 
safeguard He has called for tougher safeguards to protect workers.a built-in 

safeguard (=one that is part of something) There are built-in safeguards to prevent 
people from abusing the system.a legal/constitutional/statutory safeguard (=one 
that is part of the law) Legal safeguards are necessary to protect their money.an 

environmental safeguard There are environmental safeguards to protect the region’s 
wildlife.an international safeguard We need international safeguards to prevent the 
spread of nuclear weapons.VERBSprovide a safeguard Schools 

must provide proper safeguards to protect children.introduce/put in place a 
safeguard The hospital has introduced new safeguards for 
patients. | What safeguards have been put in place to protect the rights of 

prisoners?implement a safeguard (=introduce a safeguard that has been 
agreed) Many of the safeguards that were suggested in the report still haven’t been 
implemented.build a safeguard into sth (=include a safeguard as part of 

something) Further safeguards have been built into the project.strengthen/improve 
a safeguard This new rule is intended to strengthen the safeguards against 
discrimination.need/require a safeguard Safeguards are needed to ensure the 

quality of food products.safeguard + NOUNSa safeguard measure Safeguard 
measures were introduced.PREPOSITIONSa safeguard against sth We 
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need safeguards against the exploitation of children.a safeguard for sb/sth (=to 

protect them) Unions want safeguards for their members’ rights. 

safety /ˈseɪfti/ noun  a situation in which someone or something is safe from 

danger or harmADJECTIVES/NOUNS + safetysb’s own/personal safety She jumped in 

the river with no thought for her own safety.public safety (=of ordinary people) The 
police stopped the demonstration because of fears about public safety.road/air 
safety Children need to be taught about road safety. | After the plane crash, people 

became more concerned about air safety.fire safety Fire safety regulations state that 
exits must be clearly marked.food safety Food safety is important and you should 
always wash your hands before cooking.nuclear safety Nuclear safety has improved, 

but there are always risks involved.industrial/workplace safety (=preventing 
accidents in factories, offices etc) In some countries, there is no concept of industrial 
safety and no law against child labour.in complete/perfect safety We can watch the 

animals close up and in complete safety.in relative/comparative safety (=fairly 
safely) The refugees can now return to their homes in relative safety.VERBSbe 
worried/concerned about sb’s safety also fear for sb’s safety They fear 

for the safety of relatives they have left behind.ensure/guarantee sb’s 
safety (=make sure they are safe) The lifeguard’s job is to ensure the safety of people 

using the swimming pool.improve safety New plans have been announced to improve 
safety on the railways.endanger/threaten safety (=make something less 
safe) Organisers of the event were accused of endangering public safety by selling too 

many tickets.get to/reach safety (=arrive in a safe place) The men walked for days 
before finally reaching safety.get/lead/carry sb to safety (=take them to a safe 
place) The firefighters carried the children to safety.safety + NOUNS(as) a safety 

precaution/measure (=something you do in order to prevent accidents) A fence was 
put around the lake as a safety precaution. | The train company has introduced 
new safety measures to prevent similar accidents.safety 

standards/requirements Some restaurants do not have high enough food safety 
standards.safety regulations (=rules) There are strict safety regulations about what 
you can carry on a plane.safety instructions Safety instructions should be supplied 

with all equipment.safety equipment Your employer should provide the 
necessary safety equipment.a safety device/mechanism (=part of a piece of 
equipment that makes it safe) A safety device cuts off the gas supply if the tap is 

accidentally left open.a safety hazard (=something that could be dangerous) The 
wires on the floor are a safety hazard, because someone could fall over them.a safety 
inspection (=an official check to make sure that something is safe) A safety 

inspection was carried out on the boiler system.a safety belt (=a belt that protects 
you in an accident in a car, plane etc) Fasten your safety belts.PREPOSITIONSin 
safety New lighting has been installed, so that people can walk in safety.for sb’s 

safety The school was closed for the safety of the students, while the damage was 
being repaired.PHRASESfor your own safety He is being kept at the police station for 
his own safety.for safety reasons/on safety grounds also for safety’s 

sake spoken (=in order to make something safe) For safety reasons, you must wear a 
helmet on the building site.for added/extra safety For added safety, take a torch and 
spare batteries.a place of safety They finally reached a place of safety, away from the 

floods.be safety conscious (=be always thinking about safety) She is very safety 
conscious and would never let her children play with scissors.have a good safety 
record (=have had few accidents in the past) The aircraft has a good safety 
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record.have a poor safety record (=have had a lot of accidents in the past) The 

mine has a poor safety record and several miners have died in the past three 
years.health and safety (=used about an area of government or law) New health and 

safety regulations were introduced to protect workers.safety first (=safety is the most 
important thing – used when warning people to be careful) Always remember, safety 
first! Fasten your seat belt before you start the car. 

sail /seɪl/ verb  to travel across an area of water in a 

boatPREPOSITIONS/ADVERBSsail to/from sth We sailed from Southampton to New 
York.sail across sth They were the first Europeans to sail across the Atlantic.sail 
around sth She always wanted to sail around the world.sail for sth (=sail towards a 

place) The boat sailed for Algiers in 1943.sail away/off He got into the boat and sailed 
away.sail north/south/east/west They sailed south to Easter Island.sail 
solo/single-handed She was the first woman to sail solo around the world.NOUNSsail 

a boat/ship/yacht/dinghy Do you need a licence to sail a boat?sail the 
sea/ocean She dreamt of sailing the sea.sail the Atlantic/Pacific etc He took time 
off work to sail the Atlantic.a ship/boat/vessel/ferry sails The ship sailed from New 

York on November 12th. 

salad /ˈsæləd/ noun  a mixture of raw vegetables or fruitADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ salada green salad (=made with lettuce or other green leaves) The pizza was served 

with a green salad.a mixed salad I’ll have the mixed salad.a fresh salad We serve a 
variety of fresh salads.a crunchy/crisp salad Raw cabbage is great for a crunchy 
salad.a side salad (=one ordered to go with a main meal) I ordered a burger and 

a side salad.a tuna/cheese etc salad I made a tuna salad for lunch.a potato 
salad (=pieces of cold cooked potato in a sauce) You can buy tubs of potato salad.a 
pasta/rice salad (=made with cold cooked pasta or rice) He had prepared a pasta 

salad.a fruit salad We had fruit salad for dessert.VERBSmake/prepare a 
salad He prepared a green salad for lunch.dress a salad (=put oil, vinegar etc on 
it) You can use walnut oil for dressing salads.toss a salad (=stir or shake in order to 

cover it with oil etc) Add the dressing, and toss the salad gently.eat a salad Eat 
salads instead of fried foods if you want to lose weight.salad + NOUNSa salad 
dressing (=sauce poured on salad) You can make your own salad dressing.salad 

cream (=creamy pale yellow sauce for salad) She bought a bottle of salad cream.a 
salad bar/buffet The restaurant has a salad bar where you can choose what you 

want.a salad bowl Put the leaves into a large salad bowl.salad servers (=special 
spoon and fork for putting salad on a plate) She bought me some wooden salad 
servers.salad leaves/vegetables Toss the salad leaves in olive oil. 

salary /ˈsæləri/ noun (plural salaries) [C,U]  money that you receive as 

payment from the organization you work for, usually paid to you every 
monthADJECTIVESa high salary I wanted a job with a higher salary.a low salary It 
sounds an interesting job, but the salary is too low.a big/large/huge/enormous 

salary Some bankers are on huge salaries.a good salary Doctors get good salaries.an 
attractive salary The company are offering a very attractive salary.a modest 
salary (=not very big) My salary is comparatively modest compared to his.a six-

figure salary (=one over £100,000 or $100,000) He’s now a top executive with a six-
figure salary.sb’s annual salary His annual salary is $200,000.sb’s monthly 
salary The tax is taken from your monthly salary.sb’s current salary His current 

salary is just over £30,000 a year.the average salary The average salary for a 
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teacher is $40,000 a year.the gross salary (=before tax is taken off) 40% of his 

gross annual salary is taken in tax.the basic/base salary (=the basic amount that 
someone is paid) The basic salary is $50,000 a year, plus other benefits including a 

company car.the starting salary (=the salary someone gets when they start a 
job) The starting salary for a hotel manager is $26,400.VERBSearn/get/receive a 
salary His father earns a good salary.be on a salary BrE (=be earning a particular 

amount of money) She’s on a salary of £20,000 a year.command a 
salary formal (=be able to get a salary, usually a high salary) Managing directors 
can command high salaries.pay sb a salary Large companies 

often pay better salaries.offer sb a salary They offered her a starting salary of 
$70,000 a year.increase sb’s salary His annual salary was increased to £300,000.cut 
sb’s salary (=reduce someone’s salary) The company plans to cut salaries by as much 

as 20%.cap sb’s salary (=say officially that someone’s salary must not be higher than 
a particular amount) Government officials are having their salaries capped.live on a 
salary (=use it to buy the things you need to live) Most people would find it hard 

to live on a salary of £12,000 a year.salary + NOUNSa salary increase He was given a 
huge salary increase.a salary cut (=a decrease in someone’s salary) The workforce 
agreed to take salary cuts.the salary scale/structure (=the list of increasing salaries 

that someone in a job can earn) He is almost at the top of his salary scale.a salary 
package (=salary and other things such as a pension or shares, which a company 
offers for a job) They are offering an excellent salary package.PHRASESa drop/cut in 

salary (=a reduction in salary) He couldn’t afford to take a drop in salary.an 

increase/rise in salary They were offered a 10% increase in salary.THESAURUS: 

salarypaythe money you receive for doing a job:The pay is good but you have to  

work long hours. | Teachers are asking for higher pay. | They work long hours for low 

pay. | The hourly pay went up by £2. | The take-home pay is around £250 a  

week (=the pay you get after tax and other things have been taken 

off).wages also wagethe money that someone is paid every week by their employer,  

especially someone who works in a shop or factory:In those days, miners could earn  

good wages. | Many restaurant staff are on low wages. | The average weekly wage is  

$12. | The workers are asking for a wage increase.incomethe money that you receive 

regularly for doing your job, and from things such as a business or investments:The 

amount of tax you have to pay depends on your income. | The government wants to 

help families on low incomes. | Single men often have high disposable incomes (=a lot  

of money after paying taxes, bills etc, that you can spend on buying 

things).earningsthe total amount of money you earn from any job you do – used 

especially when talking in general about people’s salaries:The average earnings are 

much higher in Western countries. | The new tax is aimed at people with earnings of  

over £150,000 a year.the money informalthe amount of money that someone is paid  

for their work – used especially when saying if this seems a lot or a 

little:Firefighters earn good money. | I like my job, but the money is not very  

good. | “What’s the money like?” “I’d say it’s about average.” Collocations of words  
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meaning salaryThese words share many of the same collocations as salary. You  

say high wages/income/earnings, and low wages/income/earnings. You can  

also say good wages and a big/small income.  

sale /seɪl/ noun  1. sales of a product are the total number that are sold during a 

particular period of time GrammarAlways plural in this meaning. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ saleannual sales The company has annual sales of over $300 million.worldwide 
sales His last album achieved worldwide sales of over two million.sales are 
up/down (=they have increased or decreased) Sales are up by 15% over last 

year.strong sales (=a lot of products are sold) The company reported 
particularly strong sales of personal computers.record sales (=better than ever 
before) The store achieved record sales in the final weeks before Christmas.better 

sales If the price was lower, we could have achieved better sales.poor/disappointing 
sales The product was taken off the market, after disappointing 
sales.car/ticket/book etc sales There has been a big increase in ticket sales.retail 

sales (=sales of things to the public in shops and on the internet) Retail sales have 
increased by 3%.online sales (=on the internet) Online sales will soon overtake sales 
of goods sold in high street stores.export sales Export sales are down.high-street 

sales BrE (=in shops in towns and cities) There was a slight fall in high-street 
sales.VERBSsales increase/rise/grow/go up Sales are expected to rise by 

50%.sales soar/shoot up/rocket (=increase quickly and by a large amount) Sales 
soared as prices continued to come down.sales improve Sales seem to 
be improving slowly.sales fall/drop/go down (=become 

lower) European sales have fallen by 12%.sales slump (=decrease quickly and by a 
large amount) Meat sales have slumped following a recent health scare.sale + 

NOUNSsales figures The company said its sales figures continued to show growth.a 

sales target Companies have had to lower their sales targets.a sales force (=the 
people who sell a company’s products) The sales force had grown from 40 to 270.sales 
performance (=how much a company sells) This year’s sales performance was rather 

disappointing.the sales forecast (=how much a company expects to sell) The sales 
forecast was for 10,000 copies of the book to be sold in the first year.a sales pitch (=a 
talk for persuading someone to buy something) They invited him to their office to hear 

his sales pitch.PHRASESan increase/growth in sales They are expecting a 
20% increase in sales next year.a fall/drop/slump in sales Some jobs may be cut 
following a big drop in sales.the volume of sales (=the amount of goods a company 

sells) Because of its high volume of sales, the company can keep prices low.2. the act 
of selling somethingADJECTIVESa quick sale He wants a quick sale, so he might reduce 
the price.the sale of sth is illegal The sale of alcohol is illegal in some 

countries.VERBSmake a sale (=sell something as part of your job) The salesman’s job 
is to make a sale.lose a sale (=fail to sell something) I called the customer back 
because I didn’t want to lose the sale.close a sale (=complete it) He had to lower the 

price to close the sale.ban/prohibit/forbid the sale of sth (=order that it should not 
be sold) Sales of the book were banned.a sale falls through (=it does not 
happen) The sale fell through because the buyers suddenly changed their minds.a sale 

goes ahead (=it happens successfully) If the sale goes ahead, it will be the highest 
price ever paid for a painting.sale + NOUNSthe sale price The sale price was one 
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million dollars.PHRASESbe (up) for sale (=available to be bought) How long has the 

house been for sale?be on sale (=being sold) Their new album is on sale now.3. an 
event at which things are soldADJECTIVES/NOUNS + salean art/food/clothes etc 

sale The event is one of the biggest art sales in the country.a (car) boot 
sale BrE (=an outdoor sale where people sell things from the back of cars) She got the 
picture frame for 50p at a car boot sale.a jumble sale BrE a rummage sale AmE (=a 

sale of used clothes, books etc, in order to collect money for a church, school etc) I’ll 
give the jacket to a jumble sale.a garage/yard sale AmE (=a sale of someone’s 
possessions in their garage/yard) Our neighbors are having a garage sale. | They buy 

all their clothing at yard sales, with a maximum of 50 cents for a shirt, a dollar for 
pants.a bring-and-buy sale (=a sale where people bring cheap things for people to 
buy, usually to collect money) We’re having a bring-and-buy sale at our local 

church.VERBS + salehave a sale They’re having a book sale in the school hall.hold a 
sale (=have one) We are holding a cake sale to raise money for charity.4. an event at 
which a shop sells goods at a reduced priceADJECTIVES/NOUNS + salethe 

January/New Year/summer etc sales There are hundreds of bargains in the 
January sales.a big sale The store is having a big sale.VERBSbuy/get sth in a sale I 
bought the jacket in a sale – it was half price.have a sale They usually have a sale in 

the autumn. 

salt /sɔːlt $ sɒːlt/ noun  a natural white mineral that is added to food to make it 

taste better or to preserve itPHRASESsalt and pepper I put some salt and pepper in 

the soup.a pinch of salt (=a very small amount) Add a pinch of salt to the mixture.a 
teaspoon/tablespoon of salt Heat a large saucepan of water and add a tablespoon of 
salt.VERBSpass the salt Could you pass the salt, please?add salt Taste, and add 

salt as desired.sprinkle salt on sth also sprinkle sth with salt (=scatter small pieces 
on it) Rub the chicken with oil, sprinkle it with salt, and put it in the 
oven.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + salttable salt (=salt that you put on your food when 

eating) Table salt is the preferred salt for most types of baking.sea salt (=made from 
sea water, used in cooking) Sea salt is used in many recipes.salt + NOUNSsalt 
water (=sea water) These plants live in salt water.a salt cellar BrE a salt 

shaker AmE (=a small container for salt) The waiter was putting the salt cellars out on 
the restaurant tables.a salt solution (=a mixture of salt and water) Salt solutions have 
various uses in medicine.salt content (=the amount of salt that something 

contains) Sausages usually have a high salt content. 

same /seɪm/ adjective, pronoun  not differentYou always say the same. For 

example, you say We are the same height (not We are same height.)ADVERBSexactly 

the same The two paintings look exactly the same.roughly/about the same The 
students are all roughly the same age.almost/practically/virtually the same The 
two poems both contain almost the same number of lines.just the same She treats 

him just the same as the other children.much the same (=used when saying that 
something has not changed) The town is much the same as it was 100 years 
ago.VERBSlook/sound/feel/taste the same The words ‘eight’ and ‘ate’ sound the 

same.stay/remain the same The price has stayed the same for the last three 
years.PREPOSITIONSthe same as His car is the same as mine.PHRASESthe same 
old... especially spoken (=used when something does not change) They always ask the 

same old questions.sb/sth are all the same Politicians are all the same – they never 

keep their promises.THESAURUS: samejust like/exactly like especially  
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spokenused to say that there is very little difference between two people, things  

etc:He’s just like his father. | There are insects that look exactly like green 

leaves.identicalidentical things are exactly the same in every way:The tablets  

were identical in size, shape, and colour. | identical names | The cars look identical to  

me.indistinguishabletwo things that are indistinguishable are so similar that it is  

impossible to know which is which or to see any differences between them:The copy 

was indistinguishable from the original painting.equaltwo or more amounts, totals,  

levels etc that are equal are the same as each other:Spend an equal amount of time on 

each essay question.be no different from sb/sthto be the same, even though you 

expect them to be different:People often think that movie stars are special, but really  

they’re no different from anybody else.can’t tell the difference also can’t tell  

sb/sth apart especially spokenif you can’t tell the difference between two people or  

things, or if you can’t tell them apart, they look, sound, or seem exactly the same to 

you:Emma and Louise sound so alike on the phone that I can’t tell the 

difference.ANTONYMS → different 

sample /ˈsɑːmpəl $ ˈsæm-/ noun  1. a small part or amount of something, that 

shows what the rest is likeNOUNS + samplea blood/urine/tissue sample The doctor 
took a blood sample and sent it off for analysis.a water/soil sample They 

collected water samples from the river.a DNA sample (=a sample that contains a 
particular person’s genes) Police can use DNA samples to prove that someone 
committed a crime.a control sample (=for comparing other samples to) A control 

sample and a sample of flour to be tested are placed side by side.VERBStake/collect a 
sample The study used blood samples taken from workers at four nuclear 
plants.give/provide a sample Patients were asked to give a sample of their 

saliva.analyse/test a sample All the samples were tested for bacteria.contaminate a 
sample (=get into it and spoil it) The sample had been contaminated with 
iron.samples match (=they are the same) His blood sample and the one found at the 

murder scene matched.PREPOSITIONSa sample of sth The gallery owner asked to see 
some samples of his work.a sample from sth We’ve got some small samples from the 
tyres.2. a group of people in a surveyADJECTIVESa small/big sample The findings of 

the research were only based on a small sample.a random sample (=not deliberately 
chosen) We interviewed a random sample of people in the street.a representative 
sample (=including a typical range of people) They asked a representative sample of 

students for their opinion.VERBSchoose a sample also select a sample formal First, 
they selected a sample of 800 teachers.study/examine a 
sample We studied a sample of 200 heart patients.interview a sample You 

could interview a sample of library users or ask them to fill in questionnaires.a sample 
consists of/comprises sth (=it is formed from something) The sample 
comprised both single and married women.sample + NOUNSthe sample size also the 

size of the sample The sample size was too small to draw definite conclusions.a 
sample group The sample group were all students at the university.PREPOSITIONSa 
sample from sth This is just a small sample from the whole population.a sample of 

sb A sample of children between the ages of three and five were studied 
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sanctions /ˈsæŋkʃən/ noun  official orders stopping trade or communication with 

another countryADJECTIVES/NOUNS + sanctionseconomic/trade sanctions The United 
Nations is considering new economic sanctions.international sanctions International 
sanctions were imposed on Iraq after it invaded Kuwait.tough/strict sanctions Due 

to strict sanctions, the country is unable to import the medicines it needs.VERBSimpose 
sanctions (=start using them) The US imposed economic sanctions on Cuba.lift 
sanctions (=stop using them) Sanctions against South Africa were lifted when the 

apartheid system ended.ease/relax sanctions (=make them less strict) They want 
to ease sanctions, and allow supplies of food and medicine into the country.tighten 
sanctions (=make them more strict) There has been a proposal 

to tighten the sanctions.enforce sanctions (=make sure they are obeyed) The UN will 
have the job of enforcing the sanctions.break sanctions also violate 
sanctions formal (=send goods to another country when this is not allowed) Several 

companies broke trade sanctions by continuing to export weapons.call for 
sanctions (=say you want them to be used) The Council of Europe called for 
sanctions against Serbia.use sanctions They should use sanctions to make other 

countries stop their nuclear programs.threaten sanctions The European 
Union threatened economic sanctions.support/oppose sanctions I oppose 

sanctions because they only increase the suffering of ordinary 
people.PREPOSITIONSsanctions against sb The sanctions against Italy were 
lifted.sanctions on sb There should be sanctions on countries that use chemical 

weapons.PHRASESthe threat of sanctions The UN should use the threat of 
sanctions to make the government stop the killing.the lifting/removal of 
sanctions (=ending them) He supports the lifting of sanctions.the imposition of 

sanctions formal (=starting to use them) Some countries called for the imposition of 
sanctions. 

sanctuary /ˈsæŋktʃuəri, -tʃəri $ -tʃueri/ noun  1. a peaceful place where 

someone can be safeVERBSfind sanctuary She ran away from him and found 

sanctuary at her friend’s house.seek sanctuary The man was seeking sanctuary from 
the secret police.give/offer (sb) sanctuary Britain has a tradition of giving 
sanctuary to people who cannot live safely in their own countries. | The charity offers 

sanctuary to some of the city’s most troubled children.leave the sanctuary of sth He 
did not want to leave the sanctuary of his home.PREPOSITIONSa sanctuary for 

sb/sth The shelter is a sanctuary for homeless people.the sanctuary of sth From the 
busy street, he entered the sanctuary of the library.a sanctuary (away) from sth The 
hotel provided a sanctuary from his stressful life.2. an area for birds or animals where 

they are protected and cannot be huntedNOUNS + sanctuaryan animal 
sanctuary The animal sanctuary is currently looking after around 150 animals.a bird 
sanctuary The island in the middle of the lake is a bird sanctuary.a wildlife 

sanctuary We visited a local wildlife sanctuary.a donkey/tiger etc 
sanctuary The donkey sanctuary takes care of donkeys that have been badly 
treated.PREPOSITIONSa sanctuary for sth She set up a sanctuary for injured and sick 

birds. 

sand /sænd/ noun  a substance that forms beaches and deserts, or an area of 

this substance: Concrete is made from a mixture of sand and cement. GrammarWhen  

talking about an area of sand, you can also use the plural form sands: We walked  
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along the sands. ADJECTIVESwhite sand With its fabulous long beaches of soft white 

sand, Tunisia is the ideal holiday destination.golden sand This magical coast has mile 
after mile of golden sand.NOUNS + sandthe desert sand the unbearable heat of the 

desert sandPHRASESwalk along the sand(s) We walked for miles along the sand.be 
lying on the sand People were lying on the sand.have some sand in your shoe Can 
we stop? - I have some sand in my shoe.a grain of sand The chip is no bigger than a 

grain of sand.THESAURUS: sandbeachan area of sand or small stones at the 

edge of the sea or a lake:Visitors come for the island’s golden beaches. | the sound of  

waves on a sandy beach | The hotel has its own private beach. | The long white  

beach was empty. | There was a small pebble beach. | How about a day at the 

beach? | I feel like going to the beach for a few days.deserta large area of land where 

it is always very hot and dry, and there is a lot of sand:They crossed the 

Sahara desert by camel. | The long scarves protect them from the desert  

sun.dune/sand dunea hill made of sand near the sea or in the desert:We went for a  

long walk along the sand dunes. | The dunes are home to a wide variety of birds and 

plants.  

sandwich /ˈsænwɪdʒ $ ˈsændwɪtʃ, ˈsænwɪtʃ/ noun  two pieces of bread with 

cheese, meat, salad etc between themADJECTIVES/NOUNS + sandwicha 
cheese/egg/tuna etc sandwich Would you like a cheese sandwich?a toasted 
sandwich I went into a café and ordered a toasted sandwich.VERBShave/eat a 

sandwich I had a sandwich for lunch.make a 
sandwich She’s making some sandwiches for the picnic.sandwich + NOUNSa sandwich 
shop/bar We had lunch at a nearby sandwich shop. 

sanity /ˈsænəti, ˈsænɪti/ noun  the condition of being mentally healthyVERBSlose 

your sanity I was worried that I was losing my sanity.doubt/question sb’s 
sanity When she said she wanted to climb Mount Everest, 

I questioned her sanity.keep/preserve/retain/save your sanity He managed 
to preserve his sanity by keeping busy and not thinking about the 
past.recover/restore your sanity To recover her sanity, she decided to take a 

holiday.fear for sb’s sanity He seemed so upset that I feared for his sanity.sanity 
prevails formal (=people behave in a sensible way and do not do anything crazy) In 
the end, sanity prevailed and the right decision was made.PHRASESthe voice of 

sanity (=someone with a sensible opinion) He is the lone voice of sanity among so 
many extreme views. 

sarcasm /ˈsɑːkæzəm $ ˈsɑːr-/ noun  a way of speaking or writing that involves 

saying the opposite of what you really mean, especially in order to make an unkind joke 

or to show that you are annoyedADJECTIVESheavy sarcasm (=very obvious 
sarcasm) “That’s so very kind of you,” he said with heavy sarcasm.bitter sarcasm The 

article is full of bitter sarcasm and the writer obviously feels that he was treated very 
unfairly.PHRASESbe dripping (with) sarcasm (=be full of sarcasm) Her voice 
was dripping with sarcasm.a hint/note/touch of sarcasm (=a little sarcasm) He 

detected a note of sarcasm in her voice. 
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sarcastic /sɑːˈkæstɪk $ sɑːr-/ adjective  saying things that are the opposite of 

what you mean, especially in order to make an unkind joke or to show that you are 
annoyedNOUNSa sarcastic comment/remark Her husband was always 
making sarcastic comments about her clothes.a sarcastic tone/voice I didn’t like 

the sarcastic tone of her remarks.a sarcastic manner “Well done,” Bill said in his 
usual sarcastic manner.a sarcastic joke His sarcastic jokes were beginning to annoy 
her.sarcastic wit (=the ability to say sarcastic things that are clever and amusing) He 

was known for his sarcastic wit.a sarcastic smile “Well, isn’t this nice!” she said with 
a sarcastic smile.a sarcastic reply He wrote a sarcastic reply to her email.VERBSsb is 
being sarcastic Maybe she was just being sarcastic. 

satellite /ˈsætəlaɪt, ˈsætɪlaɪt/ noun  a machine that has been sent into space and 

goes around the Earth, Moon etc, used for radio, television, and other electronic 
communicationADJECTIVES/NOUNS + satellitea communications satellite (=for 

sending radio, TV etc signals) The rocket carried Olympus 1, Europe’s most advanced 
communications satellite, into space.a weather/meteorological satellite (=for 
checking weather conditions and changes) India hoped to launch its own weather 

satellite.a spy satellite Images of the terrorist camp were captured by a spy 
satellite.VERBSlaunch a satellite (=send it into space) The satellite was launched from 
Cape Kennedy in Florida.a satellite orbits the Earth (=it goes around the 

Earth) Satellites orbiting the Earth can look like stars.a satellite transmits sth (=it 
sends something) The weather satellites transmit information on cloud 
systems.satellite + NOUNSsatellite television/TV An increasing number of people 

have satellite television in their houses.a satellite channel (=a TV channel broadcast 
by satellite) The game will only be shown on satellite channels.satellite 
navigation (=the use of satellite technology to tell people which way they need to go 

when they are travelling) More and more people have satellite navigation systems in 
their cars.a satellite picture/image Scientists are studying satellite images of the 
polar ice cap.satellite technology Satellite technology allows people to receive their 

television signals directly from satellites in space.a satellite dish (=a large circular 
piece of metal that receives satellite television broadcasts) Football fans had to pay 
£250 for a satellite dish to watch live games.a satellite broadcast A satellite 

broadcast of an Elvis Presley show live from Hawaii in 1973 reached over 1 billion 
viewers globally.a satellite broadcaster (=a company that uses satellites to broadcast 

television programmes) Link TV, a US satellite broadcaster, reaches 30 million 
homes.satellite communications Satellite communications allow news organizations 
to provide live, on-the-spot broadcasting from anywhere.a satellite link American 

telecommunication companies are now allowed to establish satellite links between the 
US and Cuba.a satellite phone While sailing around the world, she used a satellite 
phone to keep in touch with her family.PREPOSITIONSvia/by satellite Television 

pictures are sent by satellite across the world. 

satire /ˈsætaɪə $ -taɪr/ noun  the use of humour to criticize something by making 

it seem stupid, or a play, book, film etc that uses this type of 
humourADJECTIVESpolitical satire Her new TV show will include a lot of political 

satire.social satire The book is a social satire of the English class 
system.savage/biting/scathing satire (=which has very strong or angry 
criticism) His next film was a biting satire of American politics.gentle satire ‘Welcome 

To LA’ was a gentle satire of life in Southern California.VERBSuse satire In his book, 
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Voltaire uses satire to show the weaknesses in Leibniz’s argument.write a 

satire Achebe wrote a satire on corruption in Africa.PREPOSITIONSa satire on/about 
sth The book is a satire on fashionable London society. 

satisfaction /ˌsætəsˈfækʃən, ˌsætɪsˈfækʃən/ noun  a feeling of happiness or 

pleasure because you have achieved something or got what you 
wantedADJECTIVESgreat/deep satisfaction It was hard work, but it gave her great 
satisfaction.immense/enormous satisfaction (=very great) Dancing gives 

her immense satisfaction.a lot of satisfaction He gets a lot of satisfaction from his 
job.little satisfaction There’s very little satisfaction in cleaning all day.complete 
satisfaction They expressed complete satisfaction with the agreement.real 

satisfaction She gets real satisfaction from helping other people to overcome their 
problems.personal satisfaction (=with your own life or achievements) There is 
enormous personal satisfaction when you finish writing a book.quiet satisfaction She 

looked at the painting with quiet satisfaction.grim satisfaction (=when you are proved 
right about something bad) He listened to the news with a look of grim satisfaction on 
his face.smug satisfaction disapproving (=when you are too satisfied with your own 

cleverness or success) He spoke with an air of smug satisfaction that made her want to 
hit him.NOUNS + satisfactionjob satisfaction (=pleasure from your job) Job 

satisfaction is more important than the amount of money you get 
paid.customer/patient/voter etc satisfaction (=among customers, patients, voters 
etc) Customer satisfaction with the airline remains very high.VERBSget satisfaction 

from sth also gain/derive satisfaction from sth formal I get a lot of satisfaction 
from helping other people. | He derived deep satisfaction from his own creative 
work.find satisfaction The book is supposed to help you find satisfaction in life.take 

satisfaction in/from sth He took great satisfaction in doing his job well.have the 
satisfaction of sth At least I had the satisfaction of knowing that I was right.sth 
gives/brings satisfaction Saving people’s lives gives enormous satisfaction.feel 

satisfaction As she looked at what she had created, she felt a 
quiet satisfaction.express satisfaction He expressed satisfaction with the way the 
meeting had gone.guarantee/ensure satisfaction (=make certain that someone gets 

it) The builder’s ad promised ‘satisfaction guaranteed’.PREPOSITIONSwith 
satisfaction She finished her letter and read it through with satisfaction.in 
satisfaction Harry watched in satisfaction as his team scored the winning goal.to sb’s 

satisfaction (=with the result that someone is satisfied) When the job is 
done to my satisfaction, I will pay you.satisfaction with sth How would you rate 
your satisfaction with your work?satisfaction at sth She had a feeling of satisfaction 

at proving him wrong.satisfaction in sth There’s little satisfaction in watching people 
suffer.PHRASESa sense/feeling of satisfaction I get a great sense of 
satisfaction from learning new things.a smile/sigh/look of satisfaction A look of 

satisfaction crossed his face.the level of satisfaction (=the number of people who 
feel satisfied) There is a high level of satisfaction with the company’s products.a 
source of satisfaction (=something that gives you satisfaction) Work can be an 

enormous source of satisfaction.THESAURUS: 

satisfactioncontentment formala feeling of happiness with your life, because 

things are how you want them to be:He sat back with a look of deep contentment on  

his face. | Few people find contentment from having lots of money. | Laura sighed with  



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1911] 

contentment as she looked at the beautiful view from her  

window.fulfilment BrE fulfillment AmEthe feeling that you have achieved the things  

that you wanted to achieve in your life:Some women find fulfillment in being a mother,  

but this is not true for all women. | We all seek fulfilment in our lives, but how many 

people actually achieve it? | He enjoyed his job – it gave him a sense of fulfilment and 

achievement.  

satisfactory /ˌsætəsˈfæktəri◂, ˌsætɪsˈfæktəri◂/ adjective  good enough for you, or 

good enough for a particular situation or purposeADVERBSvery/highly/most 
satisfactory She has made a very satisfactory recovery from her 
illness.perfectly/quite satisfactory (=used when emphasizing that something is 

satisfactory) If you don’t have olive oil, sunflower oil is perfectly 
satisfactory.entirely/wholly/completely satisfactory Neither system was wholly 
satisfactory.broadly/generally satisfactory (=mostly satisfactory) Although his work 

is broadly satisfactory, there are things that can be improved.far from/less than 
satisfactory (=not satisfactory) His behaviour has been far from satisfactory this 
year.barely/hardly satisfactory (=not really satisfactory) The food was very 

expensive, and the service was barely satisfactory.NOUNSa satisfactory 
explanation There seems to be no satisfactory explanation.a satisfactory 

answer No-one could give Donna a satisfactory answer to her question.a satisfactory 
arrangement Having your brother living with us is not a satisfactory arrangement.a 
satisfactory result/outcome Our main aim is to achieve a satisfactory outcome for 

both sides.a satisfactory solution We will not rest until a satisfactory solution is 
found.satisfactory progress His progress this term has 
been satisfactory.satisfactory work You won’t get paid unless 

your work is satisfactory.a satisfactory performance The team’s performance was far 
from satisfactory.a satisfactory recovery The patient has made a satisfactory 
recovery.a satisfactory alternative (=something good enough to be used instead of 

something) This drug will continue to be used until a satisfactory alternative is 
found.PREPOSITIONSsatisfactory to sb We want an arrangement that is satisfactory 

to both sides.THESAURUS: satisfactoryall right/OK spokennot bad, but not  

very good:The meal was all right, but rather expensive. | “How was the film?” “It was  

OK.”reasonableprice | standard | quality | amountgood enough and not too low,  

too little etc:This property offers good sized accommodation at a reasonable  

price. | The people enjoy a reasonable standard of living. | The quality of the food was  

reasonable. You also use reasonable when something seems fair in that  

situation: The officer must have reasonable grounds for stopping and searching  

people. acceptablesolution | offer | compromise | way | level | standard | qual

ityif something is acceptable to you, you think it is good enough and you are willing to  

take it:They can’t find a solution that is acceptable to both sides. | If we receive an 

acceptable offer, we will sell the company. | an acceptable level of risk | His work is of  

an acceptable  

standard.adequatesupply | protection | standards | explanation | information | 
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training | resources | provisionenough in quantity, or of a good enough 

standard. Adequate sounds rather formal and is used especially in official  

contexts:The people need to have an adequate supply of drinking water. | These 

sunglasses should give you adequate protection against sunlight. | The inspector  

checks to make sure that there are adequate standards of hygiene. | He wasn't able to  

provide them with an adequate explanation. | The staff had not received adequate 

training. | The resources they had were barely adequate for the 

situation.decent especially spokengood enough in quality – used especially when 

something is as good as most other things:I want my kids to get a decent  

education. | Where can I get a decent cup of coffee? | The food’s decent and the 

service is good.passablesatisfactory, but not of the best quality – used especially  

about food and drink, or someone’s skill at speaking a language. Passable sounds  

rather formal:His Japanese was passable. | a passable French wine | He can do 

a passable imitation of Barack Obama.sth is up to scratch informalused when saying  

that something is of a good enough standard:His work wasn’t up to scratch. | None of  

the hotels they suggested were up to scratch.sth will do informalused when saying  

that something is good enough for a particular purpose:Any kind of paper will  

do. | “How about Ken?” “I suppose he’ll do.”  

satisfied /ˈsætəsfaɪd, ˈsætɪsfaɪd/ adjective  feeling that someone or something is 

as good as they should be, or that something has happened in the way that you 
wantADVERBScompletely/totally/entirely/fully satisfied Most people said that they 

were completely satisfied with their lives.perfectly satisfied (=used when saying that 
someone thinks that there is nothing wrong with something, and does not want to 
complain or change anything) She seemed perfectly satisfied with his 

explanation.reasonably satisfied All the equipment is checked regularly, and you can 
be reasonably satisfied that it is safe.never satisfied Good players are never 
satisfied – they always want to improve their game.NOUNSa satisfied customer The 

hotel has dozens of emails from satisfied customers on its website.a satisfied 
smile/grin/expression/look Sarah watched the children with a satisfied 
expression on her face.VERBSfeel satisfied Do you feel satisfied with your life, or is 

there something you would like to change?look/seem/appear 
satisfied Members seem satisfied that they are receiving good value for money.keep 
sb satisfied It is always important to keep the 

customer satisfied.PREPOSITIONSsatisfied with sth If you are not satisfied with our 
service, please let us know.PHRASESmore than satisfied (=extremely satisfied) The 
coach says that he is more than satisfied with the team’s performance.far from 

satisfied (=not at all satisfied) We are far from satisfied with the security 

arrangements.THESAURUS: satisfiedhappysatisfied. Happy is very commonly  

used instead of satisfied in everyday English:The boss seems happy with my 

work. | I’m happy to work part-time until the kids are older.pleasedvery  

satisfied:I’m pleased with the results. | He came out of the interview looking pleased 

with himself.contentsatisfied with what you are doing, so that you do not want to  
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change anything:She seemed content to just sit and watch the others. | Sam was 

quite content with his life on the farm.fulfilledfeeling that you have achieved enough 

in your life, and that you do not need things that are more interesting, important, or  

useful:I enjoy being a mother, but to feel fulfilled I need to work too.  

satisfy /ˈsætəsfaɪ, ˈsætɪsfaɪ/ verb  1. if you satisfy someone’s needs, demands 

etc, you provide what they need or wantNOUNSsatisfy a need Babies rely on adults 
to satisfy their needs.satisfy demand The company was unable to satisfy demand for 

the product.satisfy sb’s hunger/appetite (=stop them being hungry) The soup was 
nice, but it didn’t really satisfy my hunger.satisfy a desire He needs a job 
that satisfies his desire for power.satisfy a craving (=a strong desire) I had a cookie 

to satisfy my craving for something sweet.satisfy an urge Her urge to travel had 
never been fully satisfied.satisfy sb’s curiosity (=let them know something they want 
to know) Just to satisfy my curiosity, how much did it cost?satisfy sb’s 

wants (=provide what they want) We work hard to satisfy customers’ wants.satisfy 
sb’s aspirations (=provide what they hope to get) The new government failed 
to satisfy the aspirations of the people.2. to be good enough for a particular purpose, 

standard etcNOUNSsatisfy a requirement All new products 
must satisfy safety requirements.satisfy a condition They did 

not satisfy the conditions for financial assistance.satisfy a criterion (=satisfy a 
standard used to judge something) To join this group you must satisfy certain criteria. 

satisfying /ˈsætəsfaɪ-ɪŋ, ˈsætɪsfaɪ-ɪŋ/ adjective  making you feel pleased and 

happy, especially because you have got what you wantedADVERBSdeeply/highly 

satisfying (=very satisfying) There is something deeply satisfying about making your 
own bread.extremely/immensely satisfying Teaching can be immensely 
satisfying.particularly/especially satisfying It is particularly satisfying when people 

say that they have enjoyed the show.personally satisfying I’m not just interested in 
money, I want to find a job that is personally satisfying.NOUNSa satisfying 
experience/feeling Decorating your home can be an enjoyable and satisfying 

experience.a satisfying hobby Gardening is a very satisfying hobby for many 
people.VERBSfind sth satisfying He finds his work 

incredibly satisfying.THESAURUS: 

satisfyingrewardingexperience | career | work | job | pastime | challengesati

sfying, because you feel you are doing something useful for yourself or for other  

people:It was a rewarding experience to stay with a local family and find out about the 

country. | The firm offers excellent opportunities for a successful and rewarding  

career. | It’s been hard work, but very rewarding. | Nursing is a very rewarding  

job.fulfillinglife | career | experience | relationshipmaking you feel satisfied and 

happy with your life, because you are using your abilities in a useful way:We want to  

provide a more fulfilling life for people who are mentally ill. | What should be a happy 

and fulfilling experience all too often is not. | We have a deeply fulfilling relationship  

with each other. Fulfilling or rewarding?Fulfilling and rewarding are very close in  

meaning. Fulfilling is used more about your feelings about your life in general, when  
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saying that something makes you feel a happier person. pleasingmaking you feel  

pleased and satisfied, because something is good:The results of the training scheme 

were very pleasing. | Her work is very pleasing on the eye (=it looks nice). | It was  

pleasing to note that many of the recommendations we made have been 

adopted.gratifyingmaking you feel pleased and satisfied, especially because people  

like what you have done, or you feel that you were right about something:Their  

enthusiastic reception of his paintings was very gratifying. | It is gratifying to know 

that our work is appreciated. | It is extremely gratifying to hear that something I did  

affected someone’s life in such a positive way.  

sauce /sɔːs $ sɒːs/ noun  a thick cooked liquid that is served with food to give it 

a particular tasteVERBSmake/prepare a sauce I made a tomato sauce to go with the 
pasta.cook sth in a sauce The leeks are cooked in a white wine sauce.thicken a 

sauce (=make it thicker) You can thicken the sauce by adding a bit of flour. 

save /seɪv/ verb  1. to make someone or something safe from danger, harm, or 

destruction: We must save our planet before it is too late. the campaign to save the 

rainforests She was determined to save her marriage.PREPOSITIONSsave sb from 
sb/sth They tried to save the children from the fire. | He saved the 
child from drowning.PHRASESsave sb's life There is a new treatment that 

could save his life.THESAURUS: savecome to the rescue/sb’s rescue, save,  

pick sb up, bail sb out → rescue12. to gradually collect money by not spending all 

the money you have, especially when you regularly put some of it in a bank: She 
doesn’t earn much, but she still manages to save a few dollars each 
week.PREPOSITIONSsave for sth We’re saving for a deposit to buy a 

house.THESAURUS: saveset/put asideto regularly save part of the money you 

earn, especially over a long period of time:You should start setting aside part of your  

earnings as retirement savings.scrimp and saveto try to save money by spending less  

on the things you need and by saving what you can, especially when you do not earn  

very much:My parents scrimped and saved for years to send me to college.squirrel  

sth away informalto keep something, especially money, in a safe place to be used 

later:I wanted to surprise her, so I squirreled away a couple of dollars a week to spend 

on a present.economize also economise BrEto spend less money by buying only the 

things that you really need, or by buying cheaper things:Weddings can be expensive,  

but you can economize by doing some things yourself.  

saving /ˈseɪvɪŋ/ noun  1. your savings are all the money that you have saved, 

especially in a bank GrammarAlways plural in this meaning. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ savinglife savings (=the money you have saved during your life) The couple spent 
their life savings on a villa in Spain.personal/private savings Many small business 

owners use their personal savings to start their businesses.retirement savings You 
can get tax back on retirement savings.VERBSspend your savings He spent all 
his savings on a sports car.invest your savings They have to decide how best 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1915] 

to invest their savings.saving + NOUNSa savings account (=a bank account for 

keeping savings for some time, which pays a higher rate of interest) I’m going to leave 
the money in my savings account.a savings bank (=a bank where people can save 

small amounts of money and receive interest on it) The best thing you can do is to put 
the money in a savings bank.a savings plan/scheme (=an arrangement to save 
amounts of money regularly) He pays £100 a month into a savings plan.2. an amount 

of money that you have not spent, or an amount of something that you have not 
usedADJECTIVESa big/large/great saving Small price differences between stores can 
add up to large savings on your weekly shopping.a 

considerable/significant/substantial saving By buying in large quantities you can 
make a considerable saving.a total saving You could make a total saving of up to a 
quarter on your heating bills.a potential saving (=one you could make) There are lots 

of potential savings from changing to solar power.an annual saving (=the amount 
saved each year) The dishwasher uses half as much water as washing by hand, 
an annual saving of 8,760 litres.VERBSmake a saving also achieve a 

saving formal You can make quite a large saving by booking holiday flights early. | The 
company achieved a considerable saving by cutting the number of workers employed in 
the factory.produce a saving Reducing the number of people invited by half 

would produce a saving of over £1,500.result in a saving Improved energy efficiency 
has resulted in a saving of £20,000 per year.NOUNS + savingcost saving The 
employment of part-time workers results in wage cost savings.energy/fuel 

saving Energy saving is an important issue for all businesses.time saving The website 
suggests lots of time-saving ideas.tax saving (=an amount of tax you can save) This 
would give a tax saving of almost £2,000 for the average tax payer.PREPOSITIONSa 

saving of sth We offer savings of up to 40% off manufacturers’ recommended prices.a 
saving on sth Companies are always looking for ways of making savings on staff costs 

saw /sɔː $ sɒː/ verb  THESAURUS > cut1 (1) 

say /seɪ/ verb  to express an idea, feeling, thought etc using wordsADVERBSsay 

sth angrily/calmly/cheerfully etc “That’s not true,” he said angrily.say sth 
quietly/softly/loudly “He’s asleep,” she said quietly. | “Don’t cry,” he said softly.say 
sth aloud/out loud (=say something so that other people can hear, not just think 

about it) She would never say these things out loud.say sth publicly/openly No one 
wants to say it publicly, but his career is over.say sth privately/in private She said 

privately that she was thinking of resigning.say sth categorically (=in a definite way 
because you are certain about it) They could not say categorically that his illness was 
cured.say sth explicitly/specifically (=in a clear direct way – used especially when 

someone did not do what you asked) I specifically said I would meet you at 6.sb 
rightly/correctly says As Gandhi rightly said, if you want to see the real India, go to 
the villages.PREPOSITIONSsay sth to sb We said goodbye to the children.say sth 

about sth Did he say anything about his trip?say sth with a smile/sigh/frown 
etc “Keep them,” she said with a smile.PHRASESsay hello/goodbye I came to say 
goodbye.say thank you I just wanted to say thank you for all your help.say 

sorry/say that you’re sorry It was too late to say sorry. | I’ve said I’m sorry – what 
more do you want?say yes/no Some parents are unable to say no to their 
children. | Can I go, Mum? Oh, please say yes!say so (=say that something is 

true) “Are they getting married?” “Everyone says so.”say 
something/anything/nothing He looked as if he was going to say something. | Don’t 
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believe anything he says. | I wished I had said nothing about Jordi.have 

something/anything/nothing to say He usually has something to say about just 
about everything.not say “Why did she leave?” “She didn’t say.” | “So what are you 

plans now?” “I’d rather not say.”a terrible/stupid/odd etc thing to say I know it’s a 
terrible thing to say, but I wish he wasn’t here. | What a silly thing to say!say a few 
words (=make a short speech) I’d like to say a few words about Jean.say sth under 

your breath (=very quietly so that no-one can hear) “What nonsense,” she said, under 
her breath.I can honestly/truthfully say I can honestly say it was the best film I 
have ever seen.I can safely say (=used when saying that something is definitely 

true) I can safely say that I will not be inviting him to my house again.What did you 
say? What did you say to her?What makes you say that? (=why do you think 

that?) “She’s not happy.” “What makes you say that?”THESAURUS: sayTO SAY 

SOMETHINGstatename | intention | desire | view | reasons | case | position | op

positionto say something, especially in a definite or formal way – used in official  

contexts:Please state your name and address. | Mamaloni stated his intention to  

remain as Prime Minister. | The government has already stated its position on the 

issue. | The witness stated that he had never seen the woman 

before.announcenews | result | winner | intention | decision | plan | deal | app

ointment | resignation | retirement | time | flightto publicly tell people about  

something:The couple announced the news at a press conference. | The results will be 

announced tomorrow. | We will announce the winners next Sunday. | The chairman 

announced his resignation. | They were announcing the train times over the 

loudspeaker system. | She suddenly announced that she was leaving the 

company.declarewar | ceasefire | a state of  

emergency | independence | victoryto say something officially:The United 

States declared war on Japan. | The two sides have declared a ceasefire. | The 

president has declared a state of emergency. | Independence was declared in  

1962. | Victory was declared in 1945. You also use declare when someone says  

something very firmly: "My personal life is none of your business," she  

declared. He declared that he was satisfied with the agreement. mentionto talk about  

someone or something, especially without giving many details:Did Tom mention  

anything about what happened at school? | Your name was  

mentioned!expressemotions | feelings | concern | regret | hope | gratitude | de

sire | view | opinionto let someone know your feelings by putting them into  

words:Young children often find it difficult to express their emotions. | Petkov 

expressed concern about the government's economic programme. | Naturally he has  

expressed a desire to see you (=he says he wants to do this - a rather formal  

use). | Some people had expressed the view that the project was a waste of  

money (=they said this was their opinion).commentto say what your opinion is about  

someone or something:The prime minister was asked to comment on the 
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crisis. | He commented that it was too early to be sure.note/remark formalto say that  

you have noticed that something is true – used especially in formal writing:We have 

already noted that most old people live alone. | Someone once remarked that the 

problem with computers is that they only give you answers. | As noted earlier, the 

survey formed part of a larger programme of research.addto say something more,  

after what has already been said:He added that he thought it could be done fairly  

cheaply. | Is there anything else that you would like to add?point outto mention  

something that seems particularly important or relevant:Dr Graham points out  

that most children show some signs of abnormal behaviour. | It’s worth pointing out  

that few people actually die of this  

disease.airviews | opinions | thoughts | grievances | differences | frustrations |

 demandsto talk about your opinions, worries, or the things you disagree about:The 

programme will give listeners the chance to air their views. | Workers were able to air  

their grievances (=talk about the things that they think are unfair). | They agreed to  

hold talks to air their differences (=to discuss the things they disagreed 

about).voice formalsupport | concern | fears | approval | disapproval | oppositio

n | hope | confidence | regretto talk publicly about your feelings or about whether  

you approve or disapprove of something:The president has already voiced his  

support for the proposal. | She voiced concern for the safety of the 

hostages. | Economists, academics, and officials voiced opposition to the 

law.DIFFERENT WAYS OF SAYING SOMETHINGwhisperto say something very quietly,  

using your breath rather than your full voice:“Don’t wake the baby,” Jenny 

whispered. | "Love you," she whispered in his ear. | They 

were whispering something to each other.mumbleto say something quietly without  

pronouncing the words clearly:He mumbled a few words of thanks.mutterto say 

something quietly, especially when you are annoyed but do not want someone to hear  

you complaining:"This is ridiculous," he muttered under his breath. | She muttered  

something about having to go home early. | Stop muttering to yourself and speak  

clearly.murmurto say something in a soft slow gentle voice:She stroked his hair and 

murmured, "Don’t worry. You’ll be all right."growlto say something in a low angry  

voice:"As I was saying," Lewis growled, "it needs to be finished today."snarlto say 

something in a nasty angry way:"Get out of my way!" he snarled.exclaimto say 

something suddenly and loudly:"How beautiful!" she exclaimed.blurt outto suddenly  

say something without thinking, especially something embarrassing or secret:It was  

partly nervousness that had made him blurt out the question.stammer/stutterto  

speak with a lot of pauses and repeated sounds, because you have a speech problem,  

or because you are nervous or excited:“I’ll, I’ll only be a m-moment,” he stammered.  

saying /ˈseɪ-ɪŋ/ noun [C]  a well-known short statement that expresses an idea 

most people believe is true and wiseADJECTIVESan old saying You know the old 
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saying: “Don’t judge a book by its cover.”a famous/well-known saying There is 

a famous saying: “Life begins at 40.”a favourite saying BrE a favorite 
saying AmE One of his favourite sayings is: “If a thing’s worth doing, it’s worth doing 

well.”a wise saying His books are full of wise sayings.PHRASESas the saying 
goes (=used when mentioning the words of a saying) As the saying goes, you can’t 

please all the people all the time.THESAURUS: saying→ phrase 

scale /skeɪl/ noun  1. the size or level of something, or the amount that 

something is happening GrammarScale is often used in the phrase on a ... scale, for  

example: on a large/massive/modest/unprecedented etc scale. ADJECTIVESa 

large/huge/massive scale The crops are grown on a massive scale. | This 
technology has been developed on a large scale in the US.a grand scale (=very large 

and impressive) I was impressed by the grand scale of her ambitions.a small 
scale Because of the small scale of the operation, we didn’t need many staff.the full 
scale of sth (=how big or bad something is) The full scale of the problem is not 

known.the sheer scale of sth (=the fact that it is very big or great) He was shocked 
by the sheer scale of the destruction.a modest scale (=small and not very 
impressive) My apartment was similar, but on a more modest scale.an unprecedented 

scale (=more than ever before) The floods are a disaster on an unprecedented scale.a 
human scale (=small enough for people to understand and be happy with) The 
architect aims to give the building a more human scale.a commercial scale (=enough 

for buying and selling to make a profit) If they find enough oil, production on a 
commercial scale will begin in five years.a national/international scale This is a 
disaster on a national scale. | Preparations to deal with an outbreak of the disease are 

being made on an international scale.a global/world scale (=involving the whole 
world) Pollution could cause changes to weather patterns on a global 
scale.VERBSshow/reveal the scale of sth Inspections aim to reveal the scale of the 

country’s nuclear program.assess/determine the scale of sth First, try to assess the 
scale of the damage.increase/reduce the scale of sth We need to increase the scale 

of this work.understand/realize the scale of sth The police began to understand the 
scale of his terrible crimes.underestimate the scale of sth (=think it is smaller, less 
serious etc than it really is) We had underestimated the scale of the 

problem.PREPOSITIONSon a ... scale The village had a market, but on a very 
limited scale.the scale of sth The scale of the disaster was immediately 
obvious.large/small etc in scale The temple is smaller in scale than others in the 

region.PHRASESeconomies of scale (=savings from buying or doing things in large 
quantities) Large firms benefit from economies of scale.2. a whole range of different 
types of people or things, from the lowest level to the highestADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ scalea pay/salary scale As a senior teacher, she has reached the top of her pay 
scale.the social scale (=from the poorest, least powerful people to the richest and 
most important in a society) She gradually made her way up the social scale.the 

evolutionary scale (=from the least to the most intelligent animals) Birds are much 
lower on the evolutionary scale than dogs.a sliding scale (=changing according to 
certain conditions) Fees are calculated on a sliding scale.an incremental 

scale (=increasing gradually and regularly) We operate an incremental pay scale.a 
fixed scale (=not changing) Their pay increases every year, according to a fixed 
scale.a four-point/seven-point/ten-point etc scale (=with four, seven etc 
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levels) Each incident is rated on a five-point scale of seriousness.VERBSmove 

up/down a scale They want to go to university because they think it will help them 
to move up the social scale.PHRASESthe top/bottom of a scale At the top of the 

scale is the 100 degrees C mark. | He started at the bottom of the pay scale.the end 
of a scale (=the top or bottom) At the other end of the scale, the youngest competitor 
was just 16 years old.further/higher up a scale She wanted to get married to 

someone who was higher up the social scale.further/lower down a scale Bonuses 
are not paid to people lower down the salary scale. 

scan /skæn/ verb  to examine something quickly but carefully, often looking for a 

particular thingADVERBSscan sth quickly Students must be able 

to scan information quickly and pick out relevant facts.NOUNSscan a 
page/newspaper/article I scanned the page to see if there were any interesting 
news stories.scan a list She scanned the list for her name.scan a text The teacher 

asked us to scan the text and look up any new words in the dictionary.scan a 
room He scanned the room, but couldn’t see his sister.scan the horizon (=look as far 
as you can see, where the land or sea seems to meet the 

sky) They scanned the horizon, but there were no ships.scan the contents of sth I 
opened the envelope and scanned its contents.sb’s eyes scan sth Her eyes 

scanned the first page quickly.PREPOSITIONSscan sth for sth He scanned the 
paper for news about the train crash.scan through sth She scanned through the 
letter. 

scandal /ˈskændl/ noun  an event in which someone, especially someone 

important, behaves in a bad way that shocks peopleADJECTIVES/NOUNS + scandala 
big/major scandal South Korea’s environment minister has been sacked following a 
major scandal.a minor scandal (=a small one) His image has been spoiled by a series 

of minor scandals.the worst scandal It was the worst financial scandal the world had 
ever seen.a public scandal The award was soon the centre of a public scandal.a 
financial scandal He was suspected of involvement in a major financial scandal.a 

political scandal Christine Keeler was famous for her role in the political scandal which 
led to the resignation of John Profumo.a corruption scandal (=involving illegal 
payments) They are investigating a major police corruption scandal.a sex 

scandal The sex scandal ruined his reputation.a drugs scandal It is the second time 
the team has been involved in a drugs scandal.a match-fixing scandal (=involving 

fixing the results of sports matches in order to make money) Sumo wrestling has been 
hit by a match-fixing scandal.the Watergate/Whitewater etc scandal The name of 
Richard Nixon will forever be associated with the Watergate scandal.VERBS 

+ scandalcause a scandal It caused quite a scandal when he left his wife.be involved 
in a scandal A number of leading politicians were involved in the scandal.be 
implicated in a scandal (=be suspected of being involved) One of the 

ministers implicated in the scandal resigned.uncover/expose a scandal (=make it 
known) The scandal was uncovered by a journalist.cover up a scandal (=keep it 
secret) The government tried to cover up the scandal.avoid/prevent a scandal The 

company is anxious to avoid a scandal.scandal + VERBSa scandal rocks/shakes 
sth (=makes people very shocked) The scandal has rocked the art world.a scandal 
breaks (=becomes known) He had already announced his resignation when 

the scandal broke.a scandal erupts (=becomes known with serious effects) A 
major scandal erupted in Washington last year.the scandal surrounding sb/sth They 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1920] 

knew about the scandal surrounding the actor, but they still chose to hire 

him.PREPOSITIONSa scandal over sth The newspaper reported the scandal over illegal 
arms sales.the scandal of sth He survived the scandal of his affair with a young 

model.PHRASESbe at the centre of a scandal BrE be at the center of a 
scandal AmE The banker at the centre of the scandal has disappeared.a 
series/succession of scandals (=several, one after the other) A series of 

scandals forced the departure of the Chairman.a hint/whiff of scandal (=the 
suggestion that someone may be involved in a scandal) He vowed that no hint of 
scandal would ever be attached to him 

scar1 /skɑː $ skɑːr/ noun  1. a mark that is left on your skin after you have had a 

cut or woundADJECTIVESa big/long/deep scar The man had a long scar down his 
right cheek. | For the patients, keyhole surgery means no big scar.a small/faint 
scar Spots can leave small scars. | A faint scar ran the length of her cheek.a 

permanent scar The cut left a permanent scar.a surgical scar (=from a medical 
operation) He had a large surgical scar on his back.VERBShave a scar He had a small 
white scar under his left eye.leave a scar The cut is deep and will leave quite a scar.a 

scar runs somewhere The scar ran down his leg.a scar heals (=it gradually 
disappears) Don’t worry – the scars will soon heal.scar + NOUNSscar tissue His hand 

was rough with scar tissue.2. permanent damage caused by somethingADJECTIVESa 
deep scar The war left deep scars on the local community.a permanent 
scar Some permanent scars still remain.the psychological/mental/emotional 

scars (=a feeling of sadness or fear that remains after an unpleasant experience) He is 
still dealing with the mental scars left by the accident.VERBSleave a scar The 
trial left a deep scar on our family.bear/carry the scars (=be affected by them) Haiti 

still bears the scars of centuries of violence, poverty, and corruption. | These children 
will carry their emotional scars with them for the rest of their lives.a scar heals (=it 
gradually disappears) The mental scars will eventually heal. 

scar2 /skɑː $ skɑːr/ verb  to leave a permanent mark on someone’s body or 

permanently damage them psychologically GrammarUsually passive. ADVERBSbe 

badly scarred His hands were badly scarred by the fire.be permanently scarred His 

face had been permanently scarred by smallpox.be hideously scarred (=in a very 
unattractive way) The right side of her face was hideously scarred.be 
psychologically/emotionally/mentally scarred (=have permanent feelings of 

sadness or fear after an unpleasant experience) The kidnap had left her psychologically 
scarred.be physically scarred (=have scars on your body, not psychological scars) He 
may be psychologically or physically scarred by some violent act in the 

past.PHRASESscar sb for life (=permanently) An incident like this could terrify children 
and possibly scar them for life. | A man has been left scarred for life after a bottle 
attack.leave sb/sth scarred The surgery left her face and neck scarred. 

scarce /skeəs $ skers/ adjective  if something is scarce, there is not very much 

of it availableADVERBSincreasingly scarce Clean drinking water has 
become increasingly scarce in some parts of the country.relatively scarce These birds 

are relatively scarce in the UK.NOUNSscarce resources Many of the Earth’s 
natural resources are becoming increasingly scarce.a scarce commodity (=a useful 
substance or quality that is scarce) Water is a scarce commodity in the desert.food is 

scarce Food is scarce in winter.THESAURUS: scarce→ rare 
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scared /skeəd $ skerd/ adjective  frightened or worried that something bad may 

happenVERBSbe/feel scared It was getting late and she was beginning 
to feel scared.look scared What’s the matter? You look scared.sound 
scared Don’t sound so scared – everything will be fine.get scared (=start to feel 

scared) It was now completely dark and I was getting scared.make sb scared The 
bullies made me scared to go to school.PREPOSITIONSscared of sth She’s always 
been scared of dogs. | Don’t be scared of asking for help.scared about 

sth Everyone’s scared about losing their jobs.scared at sth I was scared stiff at the 
thought of making a speech.PHRASESscared stiff/to death informal (=extremely 
scared) He looked scared to death. | I was scared stiff of going down those cellar 

steps.scared witless/out of your wits informal (=extremely scared) She admitted 
she was scared witless.be running scared (=be scared, especially because another 
person, team, company etc is likely to defeat you) Their new software has the other 

companies running scared. 

scary /ˈskeəri $ ˈskeri/ adjective  THESAURUS > frightening 

scenario AC /səˈnɑːriəʊ, sɪˈnɑːriəʊ $ -ˈnærioʊ, -ˈne-/ noun  a situation that could 

possibly happenADJECTIVES/NOUNS + scenarioa possible scenario We need to 
consider every possible scenario.a likely scenario The most likely scenario is that 
world population will continue to increase.a plausible scenario (=one that you believe 

could happen) War between the two countries is a perfectly plausible scenario.an 
unlikely scenario Only massive investment from outside could save the business, and 
this is an unlikely scenario.the worst-case/worst scenario (=the worst thing that 

might happen) The worst-case scenario is that we might have to sell the house.the 
best-case scenario (=the best thing that might happen) In the best-case scenario, 
the project will be finished by July.a nightmare scenario (=a very bad thing that 

might happen) The nightmare scenario would be a number of simultaneous terrorist 
attacks.a doomsday scenario (=a great disaster that might happen) The doomsday 
scenario is that mankind will die out as a result of global warming.the ideal 

scenario In an ideal scenario, changes would have the support of everyone in the 
company.an alternative/different scenario It can be helpful to imagine alternative 
scenarios so you are ready for any challenge.VERBSconsider a scenario (=think about 

what might happen) The government has considered various 
possible scenarios.imagine a scenario It is difficult to imagine a scenario in which this 
could happen.PREPOSITIONSin a scenario In this scenario, the company would have to 

spend another $3 billion.under a scenario These people would not vote for 
her under any scenario 

scene /siːn/ noun  1. a part of a play or filmPHRASESscene one/two etc At the 

end of scene one, a ship magically appears on the stage.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ scenethe first/opening scene The opening scene of the play is set in a forest.the 
final/last/closing scene We do not know who killed her until the final scene.a 

funny/sad/violent etc scene Some of the scenes are very violent.a 
love/fight/death etc scene She said she ate garlic before doing love scenes.a 
bedroom/courtroom scene The courtroom scene is at the centre of the film.a nude 

scene (=in which an actor wears no clothes) Some actors refuse to do nude 
scenes.VERBSa scene takes place somewhere/is set somewhere The scene 
takes place in a bar.act/play/do a scene The director tells you how 

to play your scenes. | He’s good at doing funny scenes.film/shoot a scene It took 20 
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attempts to shoot that scene.rehearse a scene/run through a scene (=practise 

it) First, we run through our scenes, then filming begins.cut/delete a scene They had 
to cut some scenes because they were too violent.PREPOSITIONSa scene from sth We 

rehearsed a scene from ‘Romeo and Juliet’.a scene between sb and sb The scenes 
between Kate and her daughter were particularly sad.in a scene He is killed in the 
final scene.2. a type of activity that people are involved inADJECTIVES/NOUNS + scenea 

lively/vibrant scene (=interesting and exciting) Berlin has a lively arts scene.a 
thriving/flourishing scene (=with a lot of interesting things happening) The UK has 
a thriving music scene.the national/international/world scene He is a major figure 

on the international political scene. | The magazine gives an overview of the 
national music scene.the political/cultural/literary scene Anthony Burgess had a 
huge influence on the literary scene. | He is a newcomer to the political scene.the 

music/theatre/arts scene Do you know anything about the New York arts 
scene? | Britain has a lively contemporary arts scene.the jazz/pop/rap etc 
scene She is the best singer on the jazz scene today.the social scene (=parties etc 

that people go to, to enjoy themselves) She loved the city, and really enjoyed the social 
scene.the club scene (=going to nightclubs) He knows everything about the local club 
scene.the drug scene (=taking illegal drugs) He regrets getting caught up in the drug 

scene.the gay scene (=clubs and pubs where gay people go) He knew his way around 
the New York gay scene.VERBSbe part of a scene These parties were an 
important part of the social scene.be involved in a scene I knew that he was involved 

in the music scene.appear/arrive on the scene (=become known) She first appeared 
on the arts scene in 2010.burst/explode onto the scene (=suddenly become very 
well known) He burst onto the film scene in 2008.dominate a scene (=have a very big 

effect on it) The issue continues to dominate the political scene.disappear/vanish 
from the scene Many great players have now disappeared from the scene.3. the place 
where an accident, crime etc happenedNOUNS + scenea crime/murder 

scene Detectives are already at the crime scene. | His blood matched that found at 
the murder scene.an accident/crash scene Keep away from accident scenes unless 
you are there to help. | People living near the crash scene said they heard the plane’s 

engine cut out.VERBSbe called to the scene Armed police were called 
to the scene.arrive at/on the scene By the time I arrived on the scene it was too 
late.reach the scene Rescuers are still trying to reach the crash scene.go/rush/run 

to the scene He went to the scene and was shocked at what he saw.attend the 
scene formal (=be there) One of our officers attended the scene.leave the 
scene also depart from the scene formal Do not allow anyone to leave the 

scene.run/flee from the scene The murderer then fled the scene.close off a 
scene (=not allow anyone to enter) The murder scene is now closed 
off.PREPOSITIONSat the scene Investigators are now at the scene.on the 

scene Journalists were on the scene within minutes.the scene of sth The police soon 
arrived at the scene of the crime. 

scenery /ˈsiːnəri/ noun  the natural features of an area, such as mountains, 

forests, lakes etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS + scenerybeautiful 
scenery The scenery was beautiful and the people were really 
friendly.magnificent/spectacular/dramatic scenery (=very impressive) Tourists 

come for the winter sports and the spectacular scenery. | Discover 
the dramatic scenery of the Rocky Mountains.stunning/breathtaking/wonderful 
scenery (=very impressive) We drove through some stunning scenery. | The scenery 
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around the lake is breathtaking.mountain scenery This fascinating village is 

surrounded by magnificent mountain scenery.alpine scenery (=mountains, especially 
those in the Alps) The pictures showed views of snow-capped mountains and alpine 

scenery.coastal scenery (=next to the sea) The walk takes in some of Britain’s most 
beautiful coastal scenery.VERBSlook at/admire the scenery We stopped the car and 
got out to look at the scenery.enjoy the scenery There is a beautiful lake, where you 

can swim, picnic, or just enjoy the scenery.take in the scenery (=enjoy it – used 
when there is a lot to see) Relax with a glass of local wine while you take in the 
beautiful scenery. 

scent /sent/ noun  THESAURUS > smell1 

schedule AC noun [C]  a plan of what someone is going to do and when they 

are going to do itADJECTIVESa busy schedule (=you have arranged to do a lot of 

things) The president has a busy schedule that includes meetings with law-makers and 
church leaders.a hectic schedule (=very busy) He has a hectic schedule for today, 
with stops in Tucson, Sierra Vista, Casa Grande, Tombstone, Globe, and Safford.a full 

schedule (=busy, so that you do not have time for other things) Like most finance 
directors, she has a very full schedule with engagements on most evenings.a tight 
schedule (=busy because you have to do a lot of things in a short time) We’re going to 

be working to a very tight schedule.a gruelling schedule BrE a grueling 
schedule AmE (=very tiring) The band has a gruelling schedule of ten concerts in eight 
days.a light schedule (=you do not have many things to do) I wanted to keep my 

schedule as light as possible.daily schedule You should try to make exercise part of 
your daily schedule.VERBShave a schedule We have an attractive schedule of events 
for this afternoon.keep to/stick to a schedule I think it’s best if we stick to the 

original schedule.rearrange/juggle your schedule (=change it so that you can do 
something) I had to juggle my schedule so that I could find time to meet him.fall 
behind schedule (=be done later than planned) The production of the movie fell 

behind schedule.work out your schedule (=decide what it is) I haven’t worked out 
my schedule yet.PREPOSITIONSschedule for sth What’s your schedule for 

tomorrow?on schedule (=at the agreed time) The work was completed on 
schedule.ahead of schedule (=doing things earlier than the agreed time) Meg’s new 
book is still well ahead of schedule.behind schedule (=doing things later than the 

agreed time) The construction work is three months behind schedule.THESAURUS: 

scheduletimetable BrEa written list that shows the exact times when something will  

happen, for example when planes or buses leave, or when classes at school take 

place:The timetable said there was another train at 6.15. | I looked at the bus  

timetable.programme BrE program AmEa plan that shows the order of activities at a  

ceremony, sports meeting, public event etc:Who is organizing the conference 

programme? | the next event on the programagendaa list of the subjects that will be 

discussed at a meeting:Now we come to the final item on the agenda. | Attached is  

the agenda for the budget committee meeting.timelinea plan for when things will  

happen or how long you think something will take – used especially in business  

English:The timeline for the project is less than six months from start to finish. | What  

is the usual timeline from the sale of a house to the day you can move in?itinerarya 
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plan or list of the places you will visit on a journey, usually with the date or time that  

you will be there:The Travel Pack includes a detailed itinerary, maps, and a travel  

guide. | Let me know your itinerary.  

scheme AC /skiːm/ noun  BrE an official plan to help people in some way, for 

example by providing education or trainingADJECTIVESa new scheme The new 
scheme aims to reduce street crime by 30%.a major scheme The government is 
introducing a major road-building scheme.a controversial scheme (=causing a lot of 

disagreement) The scheme was controversial and many people thought it wouldn’t 
work.an innovative/pioneering scheme (=using new ideas) Local authorities are 
using an innovative scheme to help the unemployed get back to work.a 

grand/ambitious scheme (=trying to achieve a lot) In the end, their grand 
scheme came to nothing.a successful scheme If successful, the scheme could be 
introduced throughout the country.a voluntary scheme (=which you can take part in 

if you want) There is a voluntary scheme which asks companies to show how much salt 
their products contain.NOUNS + schemea training scheme We have a training 
scheme for new employees.a pension/insurance scheme Does your company offer 

a pension scheme?a compensation scheme (=that gives money to people who suffer 
injury or loss) There is a new compensation scheme for accident victims.an incentive 

scheme (=that encourages people to do something by giving them money if they 
do) There is a generous incentive scheme for the sales force.a bonus scheme (=that 
gives extra money as a reward) They’ve started a bonus scheme for people who ride a 

bike to work.a pilot scheme (=in which you do something to find out if it works, 
usually with a small group of people) The pilot scheme was a great success.a 
government scheme A new government scheme aims to help the 

homeless.VERBSintroduce/bring in/launch a scheme The scheme was launched last 
year.run/operate a scheme Parents are helping to run the scheme, which is intended 
to improve children’s reading ability.devise/come up with a scheme (=think of a 

scheme) The government needs to come up with a scheme to deal with the 
problem.set up a scheme (=organize it) They have set up a scheme to help families of 
sick children.start a scheme The council started a scheme which encourages people to 

grow their own vegetables.join a scheme Many more companies have 
now joined the scheme.take part in a scheme also participate in a 
scheme formal She is taking part in a training scheme for young unemployed 

people.be covered by a scheme (=be able to benefit from a scheme) Workers are 
covered by a private health insurance scheme.PREPOSITIONSin a scheme Can anyone 
be in the scheme?under a scheme Under the scheme, anyone over 60 can travel by 

bus for free.a scheme for sth The government announced a scheme for students, 
which allows them to pay back their loans over a period of 30 years.a scheme 
whereby (=a scheme in which) The supermarket operates a scheme whereby 1 point 

is given for every euro spent. 

school /skuːl/ noun  a place where children are taughtADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ schoola secondary school (=for children from 11 to 16 or 18) She teaches in a 

secondary school.a high school AmE (=a school for students aged 14 to 18) We 
studied chemistry and biology in high school.a primary school BrE an elementary 
school AmE (=for children up to 11) I learned to read when I was in elementary 

school.an infant school BrE (=for children aged 5 to 7) Aileen was my best friend in 
the first year at infant school.a nursery school (=for children under 5) At the age of 
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four I went to a nursery school a few doors away from our house.a state school BrE a 

public school AmE (=which is free for students to go to, and gets its money from the 
government) More students from state schools are going to university.a private 

school also a public school BrE (=where students pay to study) He was educated at a 
private school.a comprehensive school BrE (=a secondary school for children of all 
abilities) Nine out of ten children are in comprehensive schools.a grammar 

school BrE (=for children who have passed an exam when they are 11) Bill was 
educated at the Royal Grammar School, Lancaster, and the University of Manchester.a 
single-sex/all-boys/all-girls school (=which has only boys, or only girls) Girls do 

better at single-sex schools.a boarding school (=where children also live and 
sleep) Her parents sent her away to boarding school when she was 11.sb’s old 
school (=the school someone went to when they were young) He went back to his old 

school to give a talk to the children.a local school (=a school near where someone 
lives) They sent their kids to the local school.an inner-city school (=in a poor area 
near the centre of a big city) In inner-city schools, the students' first language is often 

not English.VERBSgo to school also attend (a) school formal Where do you go to 
school? | Some of the children had not attended school very regularly before.start 
school Children in Britain start school when they are five.leave school He left 

school when he was 16.come home from school When you come home from school, 
do your homework.be off school BrE (=not be at school, for example because you are 
ill) I was off school, so I missed that lesson.send sb to (a) school His 

parents sent him to a private school.pick sb up from school (=go there to bring them 
home) His mother always used to pick him up from school.be expelled from 
school also be kicked out of school informal (=not be allowed to go to a school any 

more because of bad behaviour) He was expelled from school for fighting.drop out of 
school (=leave school before the end of your studies) After dropping out of school, she 
had a baby.school + NOUNSa school teacher/schoolteacher My dad is a school 

teacher.school children/schoolchildren The play was performed by local school 
children.a school friend/schoolfriend She met some old school friends.the school 
holidays BrE I’m looking forward to the school holidays.a school trip They are going 

on a school trip to Paris.the school day Children are often tired at the end of the 
school day.the school playground/library/bus etc We used to play football in the 
school playground.the school curriculum (=the range of different subjects that must 

be taught in a school) Head teachers were asked to include road safety education in the 
school curriculum.the school system The school system in England is different from 
the rest of Europe.a school uniform/tie He was still wearing his school 

uniform.school meals/lunches also school dinners BrE Children from poor families 
can get free school meals.the school run BrE (=the journey taking children to and 
from school each day) She had to be back in time for the school run.a school 

governor BrE (=an elected person who works with teachers to make decisions about 
how a school is organized) The school governors have appointed a new head 
teacher.the school board AmE (=the group of people who are elected to govern a 

school or group of schools) The courts have upheld the school board's right to dismiss 
striking teachers.a school leaver (=someone who has just finished school) Many 

school leavers have difficulty finding a job. Schoolboy, schoolgirl,  

and schoolbag are usually written as one word. PREPOSITIONSat school BrE in 

school AmE “Where’s Katie?” “She’s at school.”in a school/in sb’s school In our 
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school, the teachers are very strict.before/after school My parents usually pick me 

up after school. | We sometimes go swimming before school. 

science /ˈsaɪəns/ noun  the study of the world, especially based on examining, 

testing, and proving facts, and knowledge based on this studyADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ sciencemedical science Advances in medical science have saved millions of 
lives.computer science She has a degree in computer science from the University of 
Leeds.natural science/the natural sciences (=the study of the physical world, 

especially biology, chemistry, or physics) We studied the natural sciences, including the 
theory of evolution.physical science/the physical sciences (=the study of things 
that are not living, especially chemistry and physics) Richter won the Nobel Prize for 

physics and was professor of physical sciences at Stanford University.life science/the 
life sciences (=the study of humans, plants, and animals) They want to use 
biotechnology and life sciences to build better lives for people around the world.social 

science/the social sciences (=the scientific study of people in society) More students 
are taking social science subjects such as psychology.the earth sciences (=the study 
of the Earth, especially geography or geology) Earthquakes provided important 

evidence for research into the earth sciences.modern science The increase in life 
expectancy is one of the great achievements of modern science.pure science (=the 

study of scientific theory, rather than using science for commercial purposes) These 
days it is difficult to get funding for research into pure science.applied 
science (=scientific work that is used for practical purposes) Rutledge is chair of the 

Department of Engineering and Applied Science at the California Institute of 
Technology.popular science (=which explains scientific ideas in a way that ordinary 
people can understand) There are many popular science books which set out to explain 

new theories or discoveries.VERBSstudy science There has been an increase in the 
number of women choosing to study physical science and engineering.teach 
science The report emphasizes the importance of teaching science at all levels of 

education.science + NOUNSa science course/class/degree The candidate must have 
a good computer science degree.a science teacher There is a shortage of science 
teachers in schools.a science museum The clock is now in the Science Museum in 

London.PHRASESthe laws of science Some events cannot be explained using the 
current laws of science.blind sb with science (=confuse someone by talking about 
complicated technical things) There is a technical difference, but I don’t want to blind 

you with science. 

scientific /ˌsaɪənˈtɪfɪk◂/ adjective  about or related to science, or using its 

methodsNOUNSscientific research/study Scientific research shows that women are 

more sensitive to smell than men.scientific evidence Scientific evidence suggests that 
sea levels here will rise by at least 30 centimetres by 2030.scientific 
knowledge Scientific knowledge is changing all the time and new discoveries are 

constantly being made.a scientific theory Psychology tries to produce a scientific 
theory of the mind.a scientific experiment Do you think it is right to use animals 
in scientific experiments?a scientific discovery/advance Genetics has been the 

subject of some of the most important scientific discoveries of the past 
century.scientific progress/advances Recent scientific advances have given doctors 
a better understanding of the illness.a scientific journal (=a magazine containing 

reports of scientific research) His research was published in a scientific journal.the 
scientific community (=scientists considered as a group) The professor’s latest book 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1927] 

has caused a lot of discussion within the scientific community.the scientific 

method (=the scientific approach) Weber argued that the scientific method is useful 
for describing and categorizing society.PHRASESsth is of scientific interest The lake 

is of great scientific interest because it contains an ancient type of fish 

scientist /ˈsaɪəntəst, ˈsaɪəntɪst/ noun  someone who works or is trained in 

scienceADJECTIVES/NOUNS + scientista great/brilliant scientist Einstein was one of 
the greatest scientists in history.a leading/top scientist Leading scientists agree that 

climate change is caused by greenhouse gas emissions from industry, especially carbon 
dioxide.an eminent/distinguished scientist (=greatly respected) Several eminent 
scientists have been invited to speak at the conference.a research scientist She is 

a research scientist at the University of California.a nuclear scientist Nuclear 
scientists are working on ways to meet the increasing demand for electricity.a mad 
scientist (=one who has strange ideas) The film is about a mad scientist who wants to 

destroy the world.VERBSa scientist studies/researches/investigates sth Scientists 
have been studying how whales communicate with each other.a scientist works on 
sth Scientists are working on a new treatment for cancer.a scientist 

discovers/finds/invents sth The particle was named after the scientist who first 
discovered it.scientists believe (that)... Scientists believe that the earth is 4.5 billion 

years old. 

scope AC /skəʊp $ skoʊp/ noun  1. the range of things that a subject, activity, 

book etc deals withADJECTIVESa broad/wide scope The investigation will have a 
very broad scope.a limited/narrow scope The scope of the research was 

quite limited.global/international scope (=in many countries) We need to 
understand the global scope of this type of crime. | The organization is of international 
scope.the sheer scope of sth (=used when emphasizing that something deals with 

many different things) The sheer scope of her work is incredible.VERBShave a ... 
scope This book has quite a narrow scope.widen/broaden the scope of sth The 
police are widening the scope of their investigation.extend/expand the scope of 

sth They may extend the scope of the study to examine more 
factors.narrow/limit/restrict the scope of sth These measures are aimed 
at limiting the scope of criminals’ activities.define the scope of sth The group’s first 

task was to define the scope of the inquiry.PREPOSITIONSbeyond/outside the scope 
of sth (=not included in it) A full discussion of that issue is beyond the scope of this 

book.within the scope of sth (=included in it) Banks fall within the scope of the new 
legislation.broad/narrow/limited etc in scope Our study was quite narrow in 
scope. | The changes were too restricted in scope to have much effect.2. the 

opportunity to do something, or to change and 
developADJECTIVESgreat/considerable scope There is considerable scope for further 
economic growth.limited/little/not much scope My old job offered little scope for 

personal development.plenty of scope/ample scope There’s plenty of scope for 
improvement in the team.endless scope (=a lot of scope) There was endless scope for 
arguments.VERBSthere is scope for sth There is always scope for 

change.offer/allow scope He wanted a job that offered more scope for creativity.give 
sb scope/provide sb with scope A good oven gives you lots of scope for cooking 
different dishes.PREPOSITIONSscope for sth There was no scope for progression in the 

company 

scorch /skɔːtʃ $ skɔːrtʃ/ verb  THESAURUS > burn1 (2) 
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score1 verb  to win a point in a sport, game, competition, or testNOUNSscore a 

point You score two points for every question you get right.score a 
goal Ronaldo scored the winning goal in the final minutes of the game.score a 

touchdown (=score by taking the ball across the opposing team’s goal line in 
American football) The New York Giants scored a touchdown in the third quarter.score 
runs (=score points in cricket) The team found it difficult to score runs against the 

Australians.score a try (=score four points in rugby by putting the ball on the opposing 
team’s goal line) France scored two tries in the first half of the game.score a hat 
trick (=one player scores three goals in one game) Geoff Hurst scored a hat trick for 

England in the 1966 Word Cup final. 

score2 /skɔː $ skɔːr/ noun  the number of points that someone gets in a game, 

competition, or testADJECTIVESa good/high/big score She finished the game with an 

impressively high score.a poor/low score I only got a very low score on the test.a 
total/overall score (=including all the points you have scored) We add together your 
six best scores to give your overall score.an average score The students’ average 

score on the test was 65%.the final score (=at the end of a game) The final score was 
3–2 to Arsenal.VERBSkeep the score (=make a record of the 
score) Jim kept the score when his friends played tennis.level the score BrE tie the 

score AmE (=make both players or teams have the same number of points) Terry put 
the ball in the net to level the score at 2–2.NOUNS + scorea test score His test scores 
were very good.PREPOSITIONSa score in a game The final score in this game was 4–0 

to United.a score in/on a test What was your score on the spelling test? 

scorn /skɔːn $ skɔːrn/ noun  the feeling that someone or something is stupid and 

does not deserve respectVERBSlook at sb/sth with scorn When she said she didn’t 

know the answer, they looked at her with scorn.treat sb/sth with scorn My 
boss treated my attempts to explain with scorn.meet sth with scorn (=treat 
something with scorn) His theories were met with scorn from his fellow 

scientists.heap/pour scorn on sb/sth (=treat someone or something with a lot of 
scorn) They heaped scorn on her suggestion, saying it was completely unrealistic.be 
filled with scorn “Is that all?” Her voice was filled with scorn.PHRASESan object of 

scorn (=someone or something people feel scorn for) As a result of the scandal he 
became an object of scorn in the national newspapers. 

scowl1 /skaʊl/ verb  to look at someone in an angry wayADVERBSscowl 

angrily “You’re late,” she said, scowling angrily.scowl fiercely (=in an angry and 
frightening way) The tennis player scowled fiercely at his opponent.scowl darkly (=in 
an angry or threatening way) She scowled darkly at him in disapproval.scowl back I 

waved to Dan, but he just scowled back.PREPOSITIONSscowl at sb/sth He scowled at 
me when I interrupted. 

scowl2 /skaʊl/ noun  an angry or disapproving expression on someone’s 

faceADJECTIVESan angry scowl He looked at her with an angry scowl.a 
dark/black/furious scowl (=expressing a lot of anger) He sat alone, his face set in 
a dark scowl.a permanent scowl He is a bad-tempered man with a permanent 

scowl on his face.VERBSgive (sb) a scowl The teacher gave me a scowl when I arrived 
late for class.sb’s scowl deepens (=they frown more angrily) His scowl 
deepened when he realized everybody was laughing at him.PREPOSITIONSwith a 

scowl “It’s your fault,” she said with a scowl.PHRASEShave a scowl on your 
face He had a furious scowl on his face when he came back. 
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scramble verb  THESAURUS > climb 

scrap noun  THESAURUS > piece 

scratch noun  a small cut on someone’s skin or on an objectADJECTIVESa 

tiny/little scratch There are tiny scratches on the surface of the glass. | Don’t worry – 

it’s just a little scratch.a slight/minor scratch She has a slight scratch on her 
neck. | The machine polishes the metal and removes minor scratches.a big 
scratch There was a big scratch down the side of his car.a deep scratch The path was 

marked out by deep scratches in the rock.a shallow scratch Make a shallow 
scratch along the tile and then break it in two.a long scratch A long scratch ran from 
his eyebrow to his ear.VERBSleave a scratch Some cleaning products can leave 

scratches on glass.be covered in scratches When she had finished the gardening her 
hands were covered in scratches.scratch + NOUNSscratch marks The prisoners 
made scratch marks on the wall to count the days.PREPOSITIONSa scratch on sth The 

cat has a little scratch on the end of her nose.a scratch in sth There was a large dent 
in the car door and a scratch in the paint.without a scratch (=used to say that 
someone is not injured at all) Amazingly, the driver walked away from the 

crash without a scratch.PHRASESit’s just/only a scratch It’s just a scratch – nothing 
serious.cuts and scratches (=injuries that are not serious) She was fine apart from a 
few cuts and scratche 

scrawl verb  THESAURUS > write (1) 

scream1 /skriːm/ verb  to make a loud high noise with your voice because you 

are hurt, frightened, excited etcADVERBSscream loudly I saw someone on the stairs 
and screamed as loudly as I could.scream wildly (=in a loud uncontrolled 
way) George, screaming wildly, was carried upstairs by his father.scream 

hysterically (=in a completely uncontrolled way) Some of the girls started screaming 
hysterically.VERBSstart screaming/start to scream There was a loud bang, and 
people started screaming.stop screaming “Stop screaming!” she shouted 

furiously.hear sb scream No-one could hear her scream.want to scream/feel like 
screaming I was so frustrated I wanted to scream.PREPOSITIONSscream at 
sb Sam screamed at me to stay back.scream after sb (=when someone is moving 

away from you) “Stop! Stop!” she screamed after him.PHRASESscream in 
pain/terror/fear We could hear her screaming in pain. | She jumped to her 
feet, screaming in terror. | He screamed in fear and panic, and banged frantically on 

the door.scream with laughter/delight/excitement etc They screamed with 
laughter at his jokes.scream for help/mercy/attention He opened his mouth 
to scream for help, but no sound came out.scream your head off informal (=a 

lot) They took him away screaming his head off.scream blue murder informal (=very 
loudly because of fear or anger) She flew into a rage and screamed blue murder at 
him.run screaming somewhere A mother ran screaming into the building trying to 

find her children.drag sb kicking and screaming He was dragged kicking and 
screaming into a police van.scream abuse (=shout unpleasant things) You don’t 
expect strangers to scream abuse at you.scream obscenities (=shout rude 

things) The crowd were screaming obscenities at the referee.scream and shout Small 
children often scream and shout if they don’t get what they want 

scream2 /skriːm/ noun  a loud high sound that you make with your voice 

because you are hurt, frightened, excited etcADJECTIVESa loud scream Suddenly I 
heard a loud scream.a high-pitched scream (=with a high sound) The baby’s high-
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pitched scream told me something was wrong.a piercing/shrill scream (=with a high 

unpleasant sound) The sound of gunfire was mixed with the piercing screams of the 
injured.a bloodcurdling scream (=very frightening) With bloodcurdling screams, the 

enemy soldiers began running towards us.a terrified scream (=by someone who is 
terrified) The boy let out a terrified scream and ran away.a terrible scream (=by 
someone suffering great pain or fear) We were woken by the most terrible screams.a 

little scream (=a short quiet one) She gave a little scream when she saw the mouse.a 
muffled/stifled scream (=quiet, for example because someone’s hand is over your 
mouth) There were muffled screams coming from the trunk of the car.VERBSlet 

out/give a scream (=scream) She saw the knife and let 
out a scream. | She gave a scream of delight.hear a scream A 
man heard my screams and ran to help.a scream comes from somewhere There 

were screams coming from the back of the house.a scream cuts through/pierces 
sth literary (=it can be suddenly heard) A woman’s scream cut through the night.a 
scream rings out (=it can be clearly heard) Screams rang out as the sound of gunfire 

echoed through the hallways.PREPOSITIONSwith a scream She jumped off the high 
diving board with a scream.PHRASESa scream of laughter/pain/terror etc We could 
hear the children’s screams of laughter. 

screen /skriːn/ noun  the part of a television or computer where the picture or 

information appearsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + screena television screen The actor is a 
familiar sight on our television screens.a computer screen He was staring at his 

computer screen.a cinema/movie screen The film was shown on a 20-foot 
high cinema screen.a big/small/giant screen We watched the football game on 
a giant screen outside the stadium. | Laptops usually have smaller screens that desktop 

computers.a flat screen A TV with a flat screen can be hung on a wall like a picture.a 
blank screen She turned off the computer and stared at the blank screen.a touch 
screen (=one that you touch to move or choose information) The phone has a touch 

screen.full screen (=the whole of a screen) You can make photos full screen size if you 
like.a colour/black-and-white screen Most modern computers have a colour 
screen.VERBSappear/come up on a screen A warning message came up on my 

screen. | Her picture appeared on the television screen.be displayed/shown on a 
screen The icons displayed on the screen can be used to open programs.disappear 
from the screen All of a sudden, the picture disappeared from the screen.flash 

across the screen Coloured images flashed across the screen.fill the screen How can 
I make my document fill the whole screen?stare at/watch the screen He went 
on staring at the TV screen. | The nurse, watching the monitor screen, said the heart 

rate was normal.be glued to the screen (=watch it very closely with great 
interest) Mrs Quigley was sitting on the sofa, her eyes glued to the screen.work on 
screen (=work using a computer) If you work on screen, you need to make sure that 

you take enough breaks.a screen flickers (=the images or words on the screen make 
sudden small movements) I think there’s something wrong with my computer – 
the screen keeps flickering.the screen goes blank (=everything disappears and there 

is nothing on it) Suddenly, the screen went blank.screen + NOUNSscreen 
resolution (=a measure of how clear the picture on a screen is) Try viewing the file 
using a higher screen resolution.a screen saver (=a moving image that appears on a 

computer screen when it is not being used) She has a picture of her dog on her screen 
saver.a screen display (=what you see on a computer screen) If you press this key, 
the screen display is copied to the printer.PREPOSITIONSon (the) screen Check the 
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text on screen before you print it. The big/small screenThe small screen is used to  

refer to television and the big screen to cinema: We have seen him many times  

on the big screen  

scribble /ˈskrɪbəl/ verb  THESAURUS > write (1) 

scrub verb  THESAURUS > clean2 

scrutiny /ˈskruːtəni, ˈskruːtɪni/ noun [U]  careful and thorough examination of 

someone or somethingADJECTIVEScareful scrutiny The figures need careful 
scrutiny.close/intense/rigorous scrutiny (=very careful scrutiny) These areas of law 

have come under close scrutiny by the courts. | The company’s financial accounts are 
already under rigorous scrutiny.detailed scrutiny The wreckage of the plane will now 
be subjected to detailed scrutiny.constant scrutiny (=all the time) He is 

under constant scrutiny in his job.critical scrutiny (=when something is examined 
carefully, so that people can decide what is wrong with it, whether it works etc) Marxist 
theory has been subjected to intense critical scrutiny.public scrutiny (=by ordinary 

people) Much of the work that we do is open to public scrutiny.international 
scrutiny English football came under greater international scrutiny.media 
scrutiny (=by news reporters) How does he cope with the intense media 

scrutiny?judicial/parliamentary/congressional scrutiny (=by judges, parliament, 
or congress) The new law will be the subject of close judicial scrutiny. | the level 
of parliamentary scrutiny of central banks | The organization has been 

under congressional scrutiny for supposed inefficiency.VERBScome under/face 
scrutiny (=be examined) Their activities have come under police scrutiny. | The cost 

and efficiency of the health care system has come under increasing scrutiny.stand up 
to/bear scrutiny (=be found to have no faults when examined) Such arguments do 
not stand up to scrutiny.deserve/warrant scrutiny (=need to be examined) Their 

claims deserve closer scrutiny.require scrutiny (=need to be examined, or say that 
something must be examined) The regulations require close scrutiny of imported 
waste. | His evidence requires careful scrutiny.avoid/escape scrutiny Some 

organizations manage to avoid scrutiny almost entirely.PREPOSITIONSunder 
scrutiny (=being examined) His behaviour is constantly under scrutiny.scrutiny by 
sb New drugs require years of scrutiny by medical experts.scrutiny from sb Despite 

intense scrutiny from the media, he does a good job.PHRASESbe the subject of 
scrutiny also be subjected to scrutiny (=be examined) The way in which banks 
award bonuses has been the subject of scrutiny recently.be subject to scrutiny (=be 

able to be examined) All the accounts are subject to scrutiny by auditors.open to 
scrutiny (=be able to be examined easily) Government actions should be more open 
to public scrutiny. 

 

sculpture /ˈskʌlptʃə $ -ər/ noun  an object made out of stone, wood, clay etc by 

an artistADJECTIVES/NOUNS + sculpturea stone/marble/bronze etc sculpture The 

picture shows a bronze sculpture of the Greek goddess Athena.a life-size 
sculpture (=the same size as the real thing) In the courtyard was a life-size 
sculpture of a horse.an abstract sculpture (=not like a real person or thing) Henry 

Moore is famous for his abstract sculptures, which often consist of large pieces of stone 
with a hole in the middle.a modern/contemporary sculpture We went to see an 
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exhibition of modern sculpture.a classical sculpture (=from ancient Greece or 

Rome) Michelangelo’s statue of David is a famous classical sculpture.monumental 
sculpture (=large sculptures, especially forming parts of monuments) the monumental 

sculpture of ancient GreeceVERBSmake/create/produce a sculpture The artist will 
be making a new sculpture for the exhibition. | Local artists were asked to create 
sculptures for the garden.exhibit/display a sculpture (=show 

it) The sculpture is exhibited in the main entrance hall of the 
museum. | She displays her sculptures in her garden.commission a sculpture (=ask 
someone to make one for you) Most of his sculptures are commissioned by the rich and 

famous.PREPOSITIONSa sculpture of sth I made a sculpture of an elephant.a 
sculpture by sb There is a sculpture by Picasso.PHRASESa piece of sculpture This is 
a magnificent piece of sculpture.an exhibition of sculpture The building houses a 

large exhibition of modern sculpture. 

sea /siː/ noun  the large area of salty water that covers much of the Earth’s 

surfaceADJECTIVESblue sea The coast is beautiful, with golden sand and blue sea.calm 
sea The sea was perfectly calm.rough sea (=with big waves) The sea was too rough to 

swim in.choppy sea (=with a lot of small waves) There was a strong wind and the sea 
was choppy.heavy seas (=a rough sea) Heavy seas made the rescue effort more 

difficult.a stormy sea A picture of a ship in a stormy sea hung on the wall.the open 
sea (=the part of the sea that is far away from land) They are trying to get the whales 
back out into the open sea.the deep sea (=the water deep under the surface of the 

sea) The deep sea is the most unexplored area left on the planet.VERBScross the 
sea They left England and crossed the sea to France.go to sea (=go to work on a 
ship) He went to sea when he was 18.put to sea (=sail a boat away from land) The 

fishermen put to sea early in the morning.be lost at sea formal (=be drowned in the 
sea) His father had been lost at sea three months before.be swept out to sea (=be 
taken far away from land by the sea) If you fall off the rocks you could be swept out to 

sea.look out to sea (=look at the sea far away from the land) He stood at the 
window looking out to sea.the sea laps/washes somewhere (=it touches or moves 
there gently) She felt the sea lap around her ankles.the sea batters/pounds sth (=it 

hits something with a lot of force) The rough sea battered the coastline.sea + 

NOUNSsea creatures (=animals that live in the sea) The area is home to dolphins, 
whales, and other sea creatures.sea water Removing salt from sea water is an 

expensive process.a sea view All the bedrooms have a sea view.sea level Sea 
levels are rising.the sea air (=the air close to the sea) He breathed in the fresh sea 
air.a sea breeze (=a light wind that blows from the sea onto the land) It feels cooler 

on the beach because of the sea breeze.the sea bed/floor/bottom (=the land at the 
bottom of the sea) The starfish live on the sea bed.PREPOSITIONSin the sea It’s too 
cold to swim in the sea.on the sea I love sailing, especially on the sea.across the 

sea The land across the sea is Greece.by the sea (=next to the sea) We stayed in a 
little house by the sea.by sea (=using boats that travel on the sea) They deliver the 
goods by sea.at sea (=on a journey in a boat on the sea) Charles was in the Navy and 

spent much of his time at sea.THESAURUS: seathe ocean especially AmEthe 

large area of salty water that covers much of the Earth’s surface:They have a house by 

the ocean. | The restaurant had a sweeping view of the ocean.watersa large area of  

water – used about an area of water that belongs to a particular country, or when 
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describing what the water is like:The boats were fishing in Canadian  

waters. | British territorial waters | the calm waters of the harbour | choppy 

waters (=with a lot of waves)bayan area of sea that is partly enclosed by a curve in  

the land:I swam across the bay. | the Bay of Biscaygulfa very large area of sea partly  

enclosed by land:the Gulf of Mexico | oil from the Gulf (=the area of water near Iran,  

Saudi Arabia etc)tidethe regular rising and falling of the level of the sea:Is the tide 

going out or coming in ? | High tide is at 4 o’clock in the afternoon (=when the sea is  

at its highest level). | The rocks are visible at low tide (=when the sea is at its lowest  

level).wavea line of raised water that moves across the surface of the 

sea:The waves were crashing against the rocks.  

seal /siːl/ verb  THESAURUS > close1 (1) 

sealed /siːld/ adjective  shut or protected with something that prevents air, 

water etc from getting in or out, or prevents anyone from getting the 

contentsADVERBSfirmly/tightly sealed The box was firmly sealed with 
tape.completely sealed Make sure the bag is completely sealed and 
airtight.hermetically sealed (=very tightly, so no air can get in or out) Dried milk is 

kept in hermetically sealed containers.NOUNSa sealed container Blood samples are 
sent to the lab in sealed containers.a sealed box/bag/jar Votes were cast in a sealed 
box.a sealed envelope He opened the sealed envelope and read out the winner’s 

name.a sealed door/window The air-conditioned cabins have sealed 
windows.PREPOSITIONSsealed with sth Wine bottles are sealed with corks. 

search1 /sɜːtʃ $ sɜːrtʃ/ noun  1. an attempt to find someone or 

somethingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + searcha thorough/careful search We conducted a 
thorough search of the building.a painstaking search (=very careful) Experts are 
carrying out a painstaking search of the wreckage to see what caused the crash.a 

systematic search (=done in an organized way) They set about a systematic 
search of the ship.a desperate/frantic search After the war, many people returned 
to rural areas in a desperate search for food.a fruitless search (=unsuccessful) I 

spent many hours in a fruitless search for accommodation.a nationwide search (=in 
every part of a country) Kim was missing for two months, prompting a nationwide 
search.a police search Her disappearance sparked a massive police search.a house-

to-house search (=of every house or building in an area) Police officers are 
conducting house-to-house searches in the area where the girl disappeared.a fingertip 
search BrE (=a careful search for clues by police officers) Police have started a 

fingertip search of the area and appealed for witnesses.VERBScarry out/do a 
search also conduct a search formal Police have carried out a search of his 
home.launch/mount a search (=start one) A massive search was launched for the 

former soldier.call off/abandon a search (=stop it) They called off the search when it 
got dark.resume a search (=start it again) We will resume the search in the 
morning.spark/prompt a search (=make it happen) The discovery sparked a 

search by more than 50 police officers.widen a search (=look in a bigger area or 
amongst a bigger group) Police have widened their search because they believe the 
man may have moved out of the area.search + NOUNSa search party (=a group of 

people who search for someone who is missing or lost) A search party was out looking 
for him.a search warrant (=a document that allows police to search a building) They 
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can’t enter the house without a search warrant.the search area The search area has 

now been widened.PREPOSITIONSthe search for sth The search for survivors 
continues.a search of sth Two more bodies were found after a search of the 

woods.PHRASESthe search is on (=people are trying to find someone or 
something) The search is on for someone with the same blood type.a search is under 
way/underway (=it has started) A search is underway for two walkers in the 

Cairngorm mountains.2. an occasion when you look for something on the 
internetADJECTIVES/NOUNS + searchan internet/online search She did an online 
search for good hotels in the area.VERBSdo a search (on the internet) I did a search 

on the internet and found an article about the history of the town.search + NOUNSa 
search engine (=a computer program that helps you find information on the 
internet) I tried looking for the information again, using a different search 

engine.search results (=the information you get from an internet search) The search 
results are displayed at the top of the screen.a search string (=a series of words that 
you search for) I tried again, using a different search string. 

search2 /sɜːtʃ $ sɜːrtʃ/ verb  to look carefully for someone or 

somethingADVERBSsearch carefully/thoroughly Police searched the 
building carefully, but didn’t find a weapon.search frantically/desperately (=in a 

hurried way, because you feel very worried) Parents frantically searched for their 
children.search everywhere They searched everywhere but there was no sign of 
Henry.search around (=in many places) They searched around until they found the 

keys.search far and wide (=over a large area) We had to search far and wide to find 
a shop that stocked this product.search sth from top to bottom (=search all the 
rooms in a building) They searched the house from top to bottom.search high and 

low (=search in every place you can think of – used especially when you have been 
unsuccessful) I’ve searched high and low for my glasses. | We searched high and 
low for him, but couldn’t find him.search systematically (=in a planned and thorough 

way) I went upstairs and systematically searched Bobby’s room.actively search for 
sth/sb (=try hard to find them) Students are given the opportunity to actively search 
for information about a topic they are interested in.PREPOSITIONSsearch for 

sb/sth Detectives continue to search for clues. | He immediately searched the internet 
for any relevant information.search through sth She searched through all his 
clothes.search under/in etc sth Katie searched under the bed for her 

shoes.PHRASESsearch in vain (=without success) He searched in vain for a means of 

escape.THESAURUS: searchlook for sb/sthto try to get someone or something  

you want or need:I’m looking for something to wear for my sister’s wedding. | The 

band is looking for a singer. | He’s decided to look for a new career.try to find 

sb/sthused especially when someone or something is difficult to find:I spent half an  

hour trying to find a parking space. | She was in the kitchen, trying to find something  

to  

eat.seek formaladvice | help | information | work | employment | refuge | asylu

m | justiceto try to find or get something or someone:If you feel a pain in your chest,  

you should seek medical advice as soon as possible. | She was worried about her son 

and she decided to seek professional help. | They had hundreds of calls from relatives  

seeking information about the accident. | Her father came to the US seeking  
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work. | They decided to seek refuge in the forest (=try to find a place where you will  

be safe). | He went to the US embassy, seeking asylum (=trying to find a country  

where you can live safely). | The family say they are seeking justice for the 

men (=they are trying to make sure the men are treated fairly according to the 

law). Seek is often used in newspaper advertisements when trying to find a suitable  

person: Tall blond 18-year-old male seeks female 17+ for friendship. huntto look for  

someone or something for a long time in a lot of different places:I’ve hunted  

everywhere, but I can’t find the keys. | Police are still hunting for the 

killer. | Investigators are at the crime scene hunting for clues. Hunt is also often used  

in the phrase house/job/bargain hunting: She’s gone out bargain-hunting in the  

sales. "Any luck with the job-hunting?" she asked. be on the lookout for sb/sthto  

be continuously looking for someone or something:Journalists are always on the 

lookout for interesting stories.leave no stone unturnedto look for someone or  

something in every possible place:The police say they will leave no stone unturned in  

their search for the killer.  

season /ˈsiːzən/ noun  1. a period of time in a year during which a particular 

activity takes place, or during which something usually happensADJECTIVESa 
good/successful season The baseball team has had another successful season.a 
poor/disappointing season It’s been a disappointing season for Arsenal.(the) 

high/peak season (=when most people visit a place, and prices are highest) Hotel 
rooms cost from $200 a night in high season.(the) low season (=when fewest people 
visit a place, and prices are lowest) Many retired people go on holiday in low 

season.the busy season We are just entering our busy season, preparing for our end-
of-year results.the festive season BrE (=the Christmas period) More people are 
choosing to go abroad for the festive season.NOUNS + seasonthe 

football/cricket/racing etc season The racing season starts in June. | The football 
season will be starting soon.the hunting/shooting/fishing season Autumn was 
traditionally the hunting season. | Some footpaths are closed during the shooting 

season.the breeding/mating season (=when animals produce young animals) In the 
mating season finding a partner is the bird’s main aim.the growing/planting 
season (=for growing or planting crops) The planting season is in late spring. | The 

growing season is short in these mountainous areas.the holiday season BrE the 
vacation season AmE (=when most people go on holiday) The roads are always busy 
during the holiday season.the tourist season (=when a lot of tourists visit an 

area) It’s almost impossible to get a hotel room in the tourist season.PREPOSITIONSthe 
season for sth (=when something is usually available or usually happens) The season 
for strawberries usually starts in early June.in season (=available because it is the 

right time – used of fruit, vegetables etc) I love this time of year, when peas are in 
season.PHRASESthe beginning/end of the season She’ll be glad when it’s the end of 

the football season.the height of the season (=in the middle, when it is 
busiest) In the height of the season, the island is full of visitors.2. one of the parts 
which the year is usually divided into, based on the weatherADJECTIVESsb’s favourite 
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season BrE sb’s favorite season AmE My favourite season is autumn – I love the 

colours of the trees.the best season Many people think that spring is the best season, 
when all the flowers are starting to come out.the rainy/wet/dry season (=when the 

weather is rainy or dry) In the rainy season, roads became impossible to drive 
on.NOUNS + seasonthe summer/winter season The resort will remain open to 
visitors throughout the winter season.the monsoon season (=when it rains a lot in 

South Asia) The monsoon season is now over.the hurricane season (=when some 
parts of the world get very strong fast winds) He wanted to sail south before 
the hurricane season.PREPOSITIONSduring a season The river turns to hard 

mud during this season.throughout the seasons Supermarkets are able to provide 
fresh food throughout the seasons.with the seasons (=according to the 
seasons) Prices vary with the seasons of the year. 

seat /siːt/ noun  1. a place where you can sitADJECTIVES/NOUNS + seatan 

empty/free seat also a vacant seat formal Excuse me, is this seat free? | Patrick 
spotted an empty seat near the back.the front seat (=of a car) Children under four 
should not travel in the front seat.the back/rear seat (=of a car) My bag was on the 

back seat of the car.the driver’s seat He climbed into the driver’s seat.the passenger 
seat (=the seat next to the driver) The man in the passenger seat was unhurt.a 

window seat (=next to the window in a plane or restaurant) I’d prefer a window seat, 
please.an aisle seat (=next to the corridor on a plane or train) I asked for an aisle 
seat so I could stretch my legs.a good seat (=one from which you can see well) The 

good seats are very expensive.a comfortable seat The seats in the cinema weren’t 
very comfortable and I couldn’t sit still.a front-row seat (=one at the front of a 
theatre, sports ground etc) We had front-row seats.a ringside seat (=one in the front 

row at a sports event, especially a boxing match) We managed to get ringside seats, so 
we had a great view of the fight.a car seat (=a seat for a small child to sit on in a car, 
that you can remove) I got the car seat ready for the baby.VERBSsit on/in a 

seat also occupy a seat formal Someone’s sitting in my seat.have/take a seat (=sit 
down) Take a seat, please.book/reserve a seat You can book seats online.show sb 
to their seat A flight attendant showed them to their seats.go back to/return to 

your seat also resume your seat formal The audience clapped as he returned to his 
seat.save sb a seat I’ll save you a seat next to me.give up your seat (=let someone 
sit on it) I gave up my seat for an old lady.raise/lower a seat How do you raise the 

seat on a bicycle?a seat goes back also a seat reclines formal (=you can make it 
move back down so that you can sleep) Do you know that these seats 
recline?PREPOSITIONSin a seat Paul was in the driver’s seat.on a seat I sat 

down on the nearest empty seat.PHRASESbums on seats BrE informal (=used for 
saying that something or someone can attract a large audience) He is an actor who will 
put bums on seats.2. a position in a parliament, congress, or another official 

groupADJECTIVES/NOUNS + seata parliamentary seat (=in Parliament) She was the 
first woman to win a parliamentary seat.a congressional seat (=in Congress) He 
plans to retire from his congressional seat.a Senate seat Who holds the Senate 

seat for Illinois?a Labour/Republican etc seat (=one that a particular party usually 
wins) Newbury was traditionally a Conservative seat.a safe seat BrE (=one that a 
party is unlikely to lose) Maidstone is considered a safe seat for the Conservatives.a 

marginal seat BrE (=one that a party might easily lose) Devlin admits he could lose 
his marginal seat.VERBShave/hold a seat The Labour Party now has 292 seats in 
Parliament.win a seat He won the seat by 70 votes.get/gain a seat At the next 
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election the Republicans gained 12 seats in the Senate.take a seat from sb Labour 

took over 50 seats from the Conservatives.lose a seat She lost her seat at the last 
election.keep/hold onto a seat also retain a seat formal (=not lose it in an 

election) He is unlikely to retain his seat after next year’s election. | Labour held onto 
the seat with a 7% majority. | Mr Adams is expected to keep his seat.run for/contest 
a seat (=try to win it in an election) Twenty-four candidates contested the five 

seats. | He ran for the seat as a Republican.defend a seat (=try not to lose it in an 
election) Mr Cummings is defending his seat for Labour.PREPOSITIONSa seat in sth He 
has a seat in the National Assembly.a seat on sth Promotion would mean a seat on the 

board of directors. 

second /ˈsekənd/ noun  1. a unit for measuring time. There are 60 seconds in a 

minuteADJECTIVESthe final/last seconds France scored in the final seconds of the 
game.VERBStake five/ten etc seconds It only takes ten seconds to activate the 

system.last (for) five/ten etc seconds The injection is painful, but it only lasts a 
few seconds.count the seconds I was counting the seconds until I could go 
home.seconds go by/pass Another 30 seconds went by in silence.seconds tick 

away/by (=time passes, especially when someone is trying to do something) Henry 
sat in his chair as the seconds ticked away.second + NOUNSthe second hand (=the 

long part on a clock that moves every second) The second hand went round and 
round.PREPOSITIONSfor five/ten etc seconds Hold the button down for two or 
three seconds.PHRASEShalf a second The flash only lasted for half a 

second.metres/steps/miles etc per second Ultrasonic waves travel at around 300 
metres per second.every five/ten etc seconds A plane arrives at or departs from the 
airport every 30 seconds.with each/every passing second She grew more 

annoyed with each passing second.2. a very short timeADJECTIVESa split second (=an 
extremely short time) He only had a split second to decide what to do.VERBSwait a 
second/hang on a second Wait a second! I’ll be with you very soon.take a 

second It won’t take a second to put a new battery in.have a second I need to talk 
about something – do you have a second?PREPOSITIONSin a second I’ll be with you in 
a second.in/within seconds In seconds his boots were full of water. | Within seconds, 

Bev called back.for a second For a second I thought I’d forgotten my 
passport.seconds before/after sth The pictures were taken seconds before the plane 
crashed.PHRASESa fraction of a second He hesitated for a fraction of a second.in a 

matter of seconds (=in a very short time) It was all over in a matter of 
seconds.seconds later (=a short time later) Seconds later she was gone. 

secondary adjective  THESAURUS > unimportant 

second-hand sec·ond hand /ˌsekəndˈhænd◂/ adjective, adverb  owned by 

someone else before youVERBSbuy sth second hand I bought my bike second 
hand for 50 euros.get sth second hand If you can’t afford a new guitar, why 

not get one second-hand? 

secret1 /ˈsiːkrət, ˈsiːkrɪt/ adjective  if something is secret, you do not tell other 

people about itNOUNSa secret place/location She keeps her money in 

a secret hiding place.a secret drawer/compartment/passage The drugs were 
hidden in a secret compartment in the bottom of the suitcase.a secret 
meeting/rendezvous US officials had secret meetings with the terrorists.secret 

talks/negotiations The two companies are holding secret talks to discuss a 
merger.secret information/documents/files He passed on secret information to the 
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enemy.secret thoughts/fears I had told her about my most secret thoughts.the 

secret police/the secret service/a secret agent The spies were working for 
the secret police. | A secret agent obtained copies of the documents.a secret 

organization/society He belongs to a secret government organization.a secret 
mission The agents were on a secret mission behind enemy lines.a secret 
plan/recipe She has her own secret recipe for making Christmas pudding.a secret 

life My father had a secret life, which the rest of the family knew nothing about.a 
secret world The programme is about the secret world of the giant panda.a secret 
weapon (=something you think will help you be successful) The team have a 

new secret weapon – a talented young player who they hope will score lots of goals.a 
secret ballot (=a vote in which people write their choice secretly on a piece of 
paper) The chairman is elected by secret ballot.a secret admirer (=someone who 

loves you but does not tell you his or her name) The flowers must have come from 
a secret admirer.VERBSkeep sth secret They kept their relationship secret from their 
parents.remain secret The details of the proposal must remain secret.ADVERBStop 

secret (=containing very important secret information, especially about the 
government) The files were marked ‘top secret’.highly secret A highly secret meeting 

was held at the company headquarters.THESAURUS: 

secretconfidentialinformation | details | report | document | file | letter | mat

erial | advice | natureif something is confidential, it must not be shown or mentioned  

to anyone else, because it contains personal details or information that an organization  

needs to keep secret:Information about patients’ records is strictly  

confidential. | The documents show confidential details about players’ salaries and 

contracts. | The report is highly confidential and only a few people have seen 

it. | You can ring our helpline for free confidential advice. | The file contains  

information of a confidential nature. | Solicitors must keep communications with their  

clients confidential.privatelife | affairs | thoughts | letter | callif something is  

private, it concerns your personal life and you do not want other people to know about  

it:Details of his private life appeared in a national newspaper. | Please do not discuss  

my private affairs in public. | Someone had been listening in on her private calls. | I  

can’t tell you what he said – it’s  

private.clandestinemeeting | affair | relationship | organization | movement | 

network | operation | mission | talks | war | shipmentclandestine meetings and 

organizations are secret, because you do not want other people to know what you are 

doing. Clandestine is more formal than secret and is used about secret love affairs  

and secret political activities:The couple had clandestine meetings in the park. | He 

belongs to a clandestine organization whose aim is to overthrow the government. | The 

CIA was involved in a clandestine operation to kill Fidel Castro. | The government is  

fighting a clandestine war against the rebels. | Clandestine arms shipments were sent  

to Iran.classifiedinformation | document | report | materialif information is  

classified, the government has ordered that it must be kept secret:He was accused of  

passing on classified information to the Russians in the 1950s. | He admitted  
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selling classified documents to a foreign government. | The file contains highly 

classified material about nuclear weapons  

technology.sensitiveinformation | documents | materialsensitive information must  

be kept secret because there would be problems if people outside a government or  

company knew about it:The document contains commercially  

sensitive information. | The high court ordered the release of politically  

sensitive government documents concerning the war in Iraq. | Some of  

the material in these files is highly sensitive and could cause huge embarrassment  

for the US 

government.covertoperation | activities | involvement | surveillance | filmingco

vert activities are done secretly on behalf of the government, the army, or another  

official organization:The planes are used by British Intelligence for covert  

operations. | North was responsible for coordinating covert activities by the intelligence  

agencies. | The security police carried out covert surveillance of the activities of  

opposition politicians. You also use covert when people are secretly treated  

unfairly: There is covert discrimination against  

women. undercoveragent | operation | officer | police | detective | reporter | j

ournalist | investigatorworking secretly to find out information, especially about  

criminal activities:The man tried to buy explosives from an undercover  

agent. | Detectives arrested the suspect after a five-day undercover  

operation.undergroundnewspaper | press | organization | movement | network

an underground newspaper or organization works secretly to oppose the 

government:He started his own underground newspaper at college. | Her father was a  

member of the underground resistance movement in the war. | The magazine went 

underground after police raided its offices (=it started operating secretly).hush-

hush informalprojectif something is hush-hush, it has been officially decided that it  

must be kept secret:The strange things in the sky were part of some kind of hush-

hush military project. | I’ve no idea what he does – it’s all very hush-hush. Saying  

that something is very secretYou say that something is top secret or highly  

secret | highly confidential or strictly confidential | highly  

sensitive or extremely sensitive.  

secret2 /ˈsiːkrɪt/ noun  1. something that is kept hidden from 

peopleADJECTIVES/NOUNS + secreta big secret (=an important secret or one that very 

few people know) No one knows what they’re planning – it’s all a big secret.a little 
secret (=a personal secret that very few people know) You must promise me that this 
will be our little secret.a closely guarded/well-kept secret (=that few people are 

allowed to know) The recipe is a closely guarded secret.an open secret (=that a lot of 
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people know, but do not talk about because it is supposed to be a secret) It was an 

open secret that he was having an affair.a dark/terrible secret (=about something 
bad) I’m sure every family has a few dark secrets.a dirty secret (=about something 

immoral) The exclusion of black people from the film industry is one of 
Hollywood’s dirty little secrets.a guilty secret (=that someone feels guilty about) He 
had finally discovered Jo’s guilty secret.sb’s innermost secrets (=very private or 

personal secrets) They shared their innermost secrets with each other.a family 
secret Their affair was a closely guarded family secret.a state/official secret (=a 
government secret) He was accused of passing on state secrets to a foreign 

government.a trade secret (=a company or business secret) An employee must not 
betray his or her employer’s trust, for instance by giving away trade secrets.military 
secrets Norman was sent to prison for five years in 1933 for selling military secrets to 

Germany.VERBSremain a secret Until now, his past had remained a secret.have a 
secret We have no secrets from each other.know a secret (=about someone 
else) You can tell Tom that I know his secret.keep a secret (=not tell it to 

anyone) Can you keep a secret?tell sb a secret Shall I tell you a secret?Don’t say say 
a secret.let sb in on a secret (=tell them a secret, especially one that several other 
people know about) Frank let me in on the secret.reveal a secret also divulge a 

secret formal He was accused of revealing state secrets.give away a secret (=tell it 
to someone carelessly or by mistake) I had to be careful not to give 
away any secrets.share a secret (=tell it to someone because you trust them) I 

trusted Alex, so I decided to share my secret with him.discover/find out a secret He 
was afraid that someone would discover his secret.a secret comes out/gets 
out (=people start to know about it) We mustn’t let this secret get out.PHRASESit’s a 

secret I can’t tell you – it’s a secret.it is no secret that... (=everyone knows 
that...) It’s no secret that she is looking for a new job.make no secret of sth/not 
make a secret of sth (=not try to hide something) He made no secret of his hatred 

for his boss.your secret is safe with me (=I won’t tell anyone about it) Don’t worry –
 your secret is safe with me.PREPOSITIONSin secret (=without anyone knowing) Their 
meetings were held in secret.a secret about sth He knew a secret about her that he 

could not share.a secret from sb I have no secrets from anyone.2. the way to achieve 

something good GrammarIn this meaning, you usually say the  

secret or his/her/my etc secret. VERBSdiscover/find the secret He thinks he 

has discovered the secret of true happiness.know the secret They all wanted to know 
the secret of Ellen’s coffee.reveal the secret/let sb know the secret The 

coach revealed the secret behind the team’s success.tell sb your secret In the book, 
he tells us his secret to the perfect loaf of bread.hold the secret Science may hold the 
secret to a better golf swing.PREPOSITIONSthe secret to (doing) sth The secret 

to making good pastry is to use very cold water.the secret of sth What is the secret 
of a long and happy life?the secret behind sth He says the secret behind his 20-year 
football career is never being satisfied with what he has won.PHRASESthe secret is to 

do sth The secret is to use lots of butter.what the secret is I wish I knew what the 
secret was to a good relationship.the secret of sb’s success The secret of his 
success is a lot of hard work. 

secretary /ˈsekrətəri, ˈsekrɪtəri $ -teri-/ noun  someone who works in an office 

typing letters, arranging meetings etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS + secretarya good/efficient 
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secretary A good secretary must be able to type fast.a bilingual secretary We are 

looking for a bilingual secretary to work in our Paris office.sb’s personal/private 
secretary She worked as a personal secretary to the chairman of the bank.a 

legal/medical secretary He is a legal secretary at a large law firm.a school 
secretary BrE Please call the school secretary if your child will not be coming to 
school.a part-time/full-time secretary I have so much work to do I need a full-time 

secretary. 

section /ˈsekʃən/ noun  1. one of the parts that a piece of writing is divided 

intoADJECTIVESthe next/following section The results of the survey are given in the 
next section.the previous/last section This subject was dealt with in the previous 

section.the preceding sections (=the ones before the one you are talking about) The 
proposals were set out in the preceding sections.the first/opening/introductory 
section In the opening section of the book, we are introduced to the two main 

characters.the final/concluding/last section The final section of the chapter 
discusses possible future developments.a short/long section There is a short 
section about business strategy.a separate section The book has a separate 

section on growing fruit.the main section The main section of the report has over 400 
pages.VERBSbe divided into sections The book is divided into four sections.add a 

section She read my essay and suggested I add a section about my research 
methods.NOUNS + sectionthe sports/business/travel section (=part of a 
newspaper) There’s an article about Fiji in the travel section.PHRASESa section of a 

book/report/essay/form etc This is the most interesting section of the book.2. a 
part of somethingADJECTIVESthe main section In 1959, the main section of the road 
was opened.the opening/closing section (=the first or last section of a film, play, 

speech etc) The city appears in the opening section of the film.the 
top/front/rear/side section There is a big hole in the front section of the 
plane.VERBSbe divided into sections The building is divided into three 

sections.NOUNS + sectionthe brass/string/rhythm section (=part of an orchestra or 
band) The brass section consists of trumpets, French horns, and trombones.the 
toy/menswear/sports section (=part of a shop) Dolls are in the toy 

section.PHRASESa section of road/track A long section of the road is closed.a 
section of society/the population/the community People from all sections of 
society suffer from depression.a section of an audience/crowd There was booing 

from one section of the audience. 

sector AC /ˈsektə $ -ər/ noun  a part of a country’s business 

activityADJECTIVES/NOUNS + sectoran economic sector The money will be needed for 

other economic sectors such as transport.an important/key sector The oil industry 
has become an important sector of the economy.a growing sector Internet shopping 
is a growing sector of the economy.a growth sector (=one that is growing) Clothing 

appeared to be the biggest growth sector.the public sector (=which is controlled by 
the government) The government has been holding down pay in the public sector.the 
private sector (=which is not controlled by the government) Generally speaking, 

employees in the private sector are well rewarded.the manufacturing/industrial 
sector (=producing goods in factories) As the industrial sector grew, more and more 
people moved to the cities.the financial/banking sector The banking sector is in 

trouble.the retail sector (=shops) The retail sector is doing well.the service 
sector (=providing services, such as banking or tourism) The proportion of service 
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sector jobs within the economy has grown.the agricultural 

sector (=farming) Drought has caused many problems in the agricultural sector.the 
voluntary sector (=charities and unpaid workers) The voluntary sector has an 

important role in tackling homelessness.the rented sector (=homes that people can 
rent) We have lost 2 million homes from the rented sector.PREPOSITIONSa sector of 
sth Agriculture remains the largest sector of the economy here. 

security AC /sɪˈkjʊərəti, sɪˈkjʊərɪti $ -ˈkjʊr-/ noun  1. things done to keep 

people, places, or things safeADJECTIVES/NOUNS + securitytight/strict/heavy 
security (=there are a lot of people protecting someone or something) The president 
arrived surrounded by tight security.lax security (=there is not enough 

security) Passengers complained of lax security at airline check-in desks.heightened 
security (=more than usual, especially because people are expecting an attack) There 
is heightened security in the capital following bomb threats.national/state 

security (=the security of a country) The men were arrested because they were 
believed to be a threat to national security.personal security (=of an individual 
person) It’s not just a question of your own personal security, but also that of your 

family.internet security We advise companies on internet security.high-
security/low-security The prisoners are being held in a high-

security prison.maximum-security/top-security He was sent to a maximum-
security jail.VERBSimprove/tighten security (=make it better) Mexico has tightened 
security along its southern border. | The prison was ordered to tighten security after a 

prisoner escaped yesterday.provide security Security was provided by a private 
firm.ensure/guarantee security (=keep something safe) Nuclear weapons do 
not guarantee national security.threaten/compromise security (=make something 

less safe) They were found guilty of threatening the security of the state.security + 

NOUNSa security guard There are armed security guards outside the palace.security 
staff Teams of security staff guard the laboratory.the security services/forces (=the 

police, army etc) The security forces opened fire, killing two people.a security 
check There are security checks at the entrance to the courtrooms.security 
measures/arrangements (=things that are done to protect someone or something) A 

large number of homes lack adequate security measures.a security system (=a 
system of cameras, alarms etc to provide security) We’ve installed a new 
electronic security system.a security camera The thief was caught on a security 

camera.a security risk/threat His presence in the area posed a significant security 
risk.the security situation (=how safe a place is) Until the security 
situation improves, it is too dangerous to travel there.security 

clearance (=permission to do something after being checked and found to be 
safe) You need security clearance before you can be hired for a government job.a 
security firm Computer security firms have issued a warning about the virus.a 

security tag (=a label on a product being sold that prevents it being stolen) Expensive 
items such as leather jackets have security tags which will have to be removed at the 
till.PREPOSITIONSunder tight/strict/heavy security The trial was 

held under tight security.amid tight/strict/heavy security Amid heavy security, the 
students continued their protest.for security We all carry ID passes for 
security.PHRASESbe security conscious (=be always careful about security) Most 

airports are extremely security conscious.for security reasons You can’t take your 
bag into the building for security reasons.a breach of security (=when something 
happens that security should not have allowed) There was a serious breach of 
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security at the prison last Friday. | The Security Commission investigates breaches of 

security.a threat to security (=something that stops something being safe) He was 
considered a threat to national security, and ordered to leave the country.peace and 

security The United Nations was designed to uphold global peace and 
security.2. protection from bad things that could happen to 
youADJECTIVESfinancial/economic security The insurance plan offers your 

family financial security in the event of your death.emotional/psychological 
security She was given no emotional security when she was a baby.NOUNS 

+ securityjob security (=not being in danger of losing your job) Workers want 

greater job security.food security (=there is enough food to feed everyone) There are 
fears about global food security as the world’s population continues to 
expand.VERBSprovide sb with security/give sb security By working, 

she provides her family with financial security. | Parents want to give their 
children security and love.have the security of sth Seasonal workers do not have the 
security of full-time employment.PHRASESa feeling of security Living close to her 

family gives her a feeling of security.a sense of security (=a feeling of 
security) Children need to have a sense of security.lull sb into a false sense of 
security (=make someone feel safe when in fact they are not) He lulled his victims 

into a false sense of security and then stole all their money. 

see /siː/ verb  to notice something with your eyes, usually without planning 

toVERBScan/can’t see sth I could see a small mark on the wall.ADVERBScan clearly 

see sth The bullet holes can still clearly be seen.can just see sth You can just see the 
islands on the horizon.can hardly see sth I can hardly see anything without my 
glasses.PHRASESas you can see As you can see, the house needs some work doing on 

it.as soon as sb saw sth/the moment sb saw sth The moment we saw the house, 
we knew we wanted to buy it.sth has to be seen to be believed (=used when saying 
that something is surprisingly good, bad etc) The accommodation was so awful it had to 

be seen to be believed.THESAURUS: seelook at sb/sthto keep your eyes pointed  

toward someone or something, especially someone or something that is not moving:I  

looked at the map. | She was looking at him in a strange way.noticeto see something  

interesting or unusual:I noticed a police car outside their house. | Did you notice  

anything odd about his behaviour?spotto suddenly see something, especially  

something you are looking for:Nick spotted the advertisement in the paper. | I spotted  

a spelling mistake in the first paragraph.catch sight of/catch a glimpse 

of also glimpse formalto suddenly see someone or something for a short time, usually  

not clearly:I caught sight of him in the hotel lobby, and followed him out the door. | He 

glimpsed her face as she went into the courtroom.make out sb/sthto see something,  

but only with difficulty:Ahead of us in the mist, I could just make out the figure of a  

woman. | If you look closely, you can just make it out.witnessto see something  

happen, especially a crime or an accident:The police are asking anyone who witnessed 

the attack to come forward.observe formalto see someone doing something, or to look 

at someone or something and see what they are like:Officers observed him driving at  

100 miles per hour. | Visitors can observe the birds in their natural  

environment. | Hughes observed that his friend looked heavier and slower.sightto  
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suddenly see something or someone from a long distance, especially when you have 

been looking for a long time:The missing boys were sighted by a rescue 

helicopter. | The crew finally sighted land.UNABLE TO SEEblindunable to see 

anything:She has been blind from birth. | My aunt went blind in her 40s (=she became 

blind).partially sightednot able to see things very well, although not completely  

blind:Good lighting can be very important for partially-sighted people.visually  

impairedunable to see very much, or unable to see at all. Visually impaired is used 

especially in official contexts, and is the politically correct use:He goes to a special  

school for visually-impaired children.  

seed /siːd/ noun  a very small thing that plants produce, which a new plant 

grows fromNOUNS + seedflower/sunflower/tomato etc seeds I bought a packet 
of poppy seeds.grass seed You can sprinkle grass seed over any gaps in the 
lawn.VERBSplant/sow seeds (=put them in the soil) Sow the seeds in trays or 

pots.grow sth from seed (=rather than buying it as a small plant) You can grow most 
vegetables from seed.produce seeds Under these conditions, the plant will grow well 
and be able to produce seeds.seeds germinate (=start to grow) The seeds should 

start to germinate after a few days.seed + NOUNSa seed pod (=long narrow part of 
some plants that contains seeds) Seed must be gathered from freshly ripened seed 

pods.PHRASESa packet of seeds He picked up the packet of seeds and read the 
planting instructions. 

seek AC /siːk/ verb  to try to achieve or get somethingNOUNSseek 

help/assistance He sought help from the police.seek 

advice/information/guidance If in any doubt, seek the advice of a lawyer. | Many 
adopted people come here seeking information about their real parents.seek 
work/employment People come to the city seeking work.seek permission They 

are seeking permission to build 200 new houses.seek 
refuge/sanctuary/asylum (=try to find somewhere safe) We sought refuge inside 
the castle. | Hundreds of refugees arrive at the port each year, seeking asylum in 

Britain.seek revenge Dafoe plays a computer mastermind who seeks revenge on his 
former employer.seek compensation/damages (=ask for money because of 
something bad you have suffered) He is seeking compensation for wrongful 

imprisonment.seek an answer/solution to sth People have 
been seeking an answer to the problem for a long time.seek sb’s opinions/views We 

wish to seek the views of our members.seek clarification (=ask for information to be 
made clear) I sought clarification on a point he made at the press conference.seek 
election/re-election (=try to be elected or re-elected) He hasn’t decided whether 

to seek re-election.seek support/approval He said he 
would seek shareholder support for the proposal.seek publicity We have never sought 
publicity.seek reassurance She constantly seeks reassurance, saying ‘You do love me, 

don’t you?’seek your fortune (=try to find a way of making a lot of money) He made 
his way to London to seek his fortune.ADVERBSactively seek sth (=make strong 
efforts to get something) Other companies are actively seeking to become involved in 

the research.desperately/urgently seek sth They ran in all directions, desperately 
seeking a way out.constantly/continually seek sth We are continually seeking an 
answer to this problem. 
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seem /siːm/ verb  to have a particular appearance or qualities, which make you 

think that something is true about someone or something GrammarSeem is often  

used with an adjective: He seems older than he really is. The  

weather seems unusually cold.You can use seem with the verb to be: The car seems  

to be OK. You can also use seem with like: Teri seems like a nice girl. PHRASESit 

seems that... It seemed that no one knew anything about the murder.it seems 
like.../as if... It seemed as if their world had ended.or so it seems She had lived 
there all her life – or so it seemed.it seemed like a good idea at the time “Why did 

you want to play in a band?” "Well, it seemed like a good idea at the time.”sth seems 
like hours especially spoken (=it seems a very long time) The film went on for 

what seemed like hours.THESAURUS: seemappearappear means the same 

as seem, but is more formal:She appeared tired but otherwise fine. | The 

building appears to be some kind of office.lookto seem to be something. You 

use look about someone or something's appearance. You can also use look about the 

general feeling you have about someone or something:He looked pleased about the 

news. | You look tired - why don't you sit down and have a rest? | The future looks  

bleak for our country.soundto seem to be something. You use sound when saying  

how someone or something seems to you because of what you have heard or read.  

You also use sound when talking about a noise or voice that you hear:This study  

sounds very ambitious. | "We're going to Barcelona." "Sounds nice!" | For Conte,  

it sounded like a silly idea. | They heard what sounded like a blow. | "I am afraid I  

don't understand," George Dougal sounded puzzled.come across asused when 

describing how someone seems when you meet him or her:He comes across as a very  

sensitive man. | She came across as a very open, informative, and intelligent  

woman. | Cal can come across as a bully.  

seemingly /ˈsiːmɪŋli/ adverb  appearing to have a particular quality, when this 

may or may not be trueADJECTIVESseemingly endless/limitless We looked out 
over seemingly endless pine forests.seemingly impossible He was faced with 

a seemingly impossible task.seemingly intractable (=seeming impossible to deal 
with) Unemployment remained a serious and seemingly intractable problem.seemingly 
harmless This seemingly harmless creature is in fact very poisonous.seemingly 

innocuous/innocent (=seeming unlikely to cause any problems) Even seemingly 
innocuous questions can get an employer into trouble.seemingly trivial (=not 
seeming important) Seemingly trivial symptoms can turn out to be of crucial 

importance.seemingly unrelated He gave me a few seemingly unrelated bits of 
information. | The police were investigating three seemingly 
unrelated murders.seemingly unaware/oblivious (=seeming not to notice 

something) She was seemingly unaware of all the activity around her. | Alice was 
standing in the street, seemingly oblivious to the rain. 

see-through /ˈsiː θruː/ adjective  THESAURUS > clear1 (4) 
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segment /ˈsegmənt/ noun  THESAURUS > piece 

selection AC /səˈlekʃən, sɪˈlekʃən/ noun  1. a group of things of a particular 

typeADJECTIVESa wide/large/big selection The library has a wide selection of 
books. | There’s a big selection of movies to choose from.a good/excellent/superb 

selection There is a good selection of bars and cafés nearby.a varied 
selection (=consisting of a lot of different things) The supermarket has a varied 
selection of fruit juice drinks especially for children.a small/limited selection They 

have only a limited selection of colours to choose from.a random selection (=chosen 
by chance, without any reason or order) They took a random selection of children and 
tested them.a representative selection (=specially chosen to be typical of a 

group) The report included a representative selection of people’s opinions.VERBShave a 
selection Good gyms will have a large selection of exercise machines.offer a 
selection Both ships offer a superb selection of restaurants.contain/include a 

selection The book contains a large selection of Caribbean recipes.feature a 
selection (=include a selection – used especially when you think this is a good 
thing) He was asked to contribute to an album featuring a selection of Elvis Presley 

songs.choose from a selection Customers can choose from a wide selection of 
knitwear.PREPOSITIONSa selection of sth Here is a selection of the photographs I 
took.2. the process of choosing someone or something from a groupADJECTIVESfinal 

selection Think carefully before making your final selection.random 
selection (=chosen by chance, not because of any reason) The choice of people for the 
survey is based on random selection.careful selection The study is based on a careful 

selection of all the relevant information.initial selection (=the first selection) After 
the initial selection has been made, the candidates are asked to come in for an 
interview.VERBSmake a selection The judges have made their 

final selection. | Students should be able to make a selection from a range of reference 
materials.selection is based on sth Selection is based on written tests.selection + 

NOUNSthe selection process/procedure The interview is an important part of the 

selection procedure.the selection criteria (=reasons used for choosing 
something) What are your selection criteria?a selection committee (=a group of 
people responsible for choosing something) All the novels have been carefully chosen 

by a very experienced selection committee.PREPOSITIONSthe selection of sb/sth The 
selection of a new leader can take months.selection for sth He narrowly 

missed selection for the team.selection as sth Her selection as president of the 
association showed how much people respected her. 

self /self/ noun (plural selves /selvz/)  the type of person you are, your 

character, your typical behaviour etcADJECTIVESyour normal/usual self She seemed 

very quiet and not her normal self.your old self (=the way you were before an illness 
or other change) Jim was beginning to feel like his old self again.your true/real 
self At last he had revealed his true self. | Peter was the only one to whom she showed 

her true self.your inner self (=your real character or feelings that are usually 
hidden) Over the years she had put up barriers to protect her inner self.your whole 
self She always gives her whole self to her work.your younger/future self (=as you 

were in the past, or will be in the future) Laura remembered the innocence of 
her younger self.your conscious self (=the part of you that you are aware of and can 
control) Let go of your conscious self and act on instinct.PHRASESyour sense of 

self (=your idea of being a separate person, different from others) Language is an 
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important part of a person’s sense of self.be a shadow of your former self (=be 

much less healthy, strong etc than you were before) After the death of her child, she 
was a shadow of her former self. 

selfish /ˈselfɪʃ/ adjective  caring only about yourself and not about other 

peopleADVERBStotally/extremely selfish Some people are totally selfish and don’t 
really think about anyone else.purely selfish Making money and owning things 
are purely selfish activities.NOUNSselfish reasons/motives He went there for selfish 

reasons.THESAURUS: selfishegocentric also self-centred BrE self-

centered AmEbelieving that what you do and think is the most important thing, and 

not paying attention to what anyone else thinks or does – used when describing  

someone’s personality:Teenagers can be highly egocentric, and sometimes find it  

difficult to see another person’s point of view. | Children start off as self-centred little  

beings and they do not naturally think of the other person.egotisticalbelieving that  

you are better or more important than other people:Like many famous writers I’ve 

met, he was arrogant and egotistical. | He’s just another young player who has gone 

out of control in the increasingly egotistical world of professional sports.self-

servingonly thinking of getting advantages for yourself:The country is being ruined by 

self-serving politicians.think of nobody but yourself also only think about 

yourselfto only think of what you want to do, and not consider what other people  

want – often used when criticizing someone who does this:The trouble with Alan is that  

he thinks of nobody but himself.It’s always me me me! informalused when criticizing  

someone for being selfish:It’s always me, me, me with you and I have had enough. I  

don’t need this – you’re welcome to yourself, my dear.  

sell /sel/ verb  to give something to someone in exchange for money: We sold 

the house in London and moved to the country. If you offer him another hundred 
dollars, I think he’ll sell.PREPOSITIONSsell sth to sb He sells the paintings to 
tourists. | The vase was sold to a Dutch buyer.sell sth for £5/$100 etc We sold the 

car for $2,700.ADVERBSsell sth online (=using the internet) A lot of artists are selling 
their work online.PHRASESsell sth at/for a profit (=sell it for more than you paid for 
it) He plans to fix up the house and sell it at a profit.sell sth at a loss (=sell it for less 

than you paid for it) Tony had to sell the business at a loss.THESAURUS: 

sellexportto send goods to another country to be sold:Saudi Arabia exports a lot of  

oil to the United States. | The wine is exported all over the world.deal in sthto buy 

and sell a particular type of goods as part of your business:He deals in antiques.put 

sth up for sale/put sth on the marketto make something available to be 

bought:When the painting was first put up for sale, no one thought that it would be 

worth so much money. | The farm had to be put up for sale.sell up BrEto sell your  

house or your business so that you can move to a different place or do something  

different:They’re thinking of selling up and moving to Canada.auction sth/sell sth at  

auctionto sell things at a special event to the person who offers the most money:The 
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contents of his home will be auctioned. | The painting was sold at auction for over $50 

million.peddlewares | drugs | cigarettes | pornographyto sell things - used about  

someone who sells things in the street, or someone who sells things such as drugs that  

you disapprove of:Foreign drug dealers peddle their wares on the street (=sell their  

goods). | Arms salesmen peddle their wares all over Africa (=sell their goods). | We 

need to get tough on those who peddle drugs to our children. | Street vendors  

peddled American and British cigarettes.traffic in sthdrugs | stolen goods | human 

beings | women | childrento buy and sell large quantities of illegal goods or  

people:He went to jail for trafficking in drugs. | I can't imagine Andrew doing such a  

thing as trafficking in stolen goods. | Wacker and Guo were both linked to a worldwide 

network that trafficked in human beings. Traffic is also often used in the  

phrases drug-trafficking and people-trafficking: The gang were involved  

in people-trafficking. There are severe penalties for drug-trafficking.  

semester noun especially AmE /səˈmestə, sɪˈmestə $ -ər/  one of two periods in 

a high school or university yearADJECTIVES/NOUNS + semesterfall semester Some 
colleges start their fall semester in August.spring semester When does spring 
semester end?first/second semester All students have exams at the end of 

their second semester.last/next semester Mr Wright will be teaching us next 
semester. | I took a class in physics last semester.the following/previous 
semester She had not kept her lecture notes from the previous semester.VERBSspend 

a semester somewhere I spent a semester at Yale University.complete/finish a 
semester If I get sick, can I still complete the semester?semester + NOUNSa semester 
system Their academic year is based on a semester system.a semester exam (=at 

the end of a semester) They have semester exams next week.semester break (=a 
period without classes in the middle of a semester) I went home to visit my parents in 

the semester break. Semester is used mainly in the US. In Britain, the school or  

university year is divided into three terms.  

send /send/ verb  to arrange for something or someone to go or be taken to 

another placeNOUNSsend (sb) a message/letter/email Tom sent a message saying 
that he would be late.send (sb) a card/postcard Have a nice time in Barcelona –
 send me a postcard!send (sb) an invitation Have you sent the 

wedding invitations yet?send (sb) a bill/invoice They sent us a bill for the costs of 
cleaning the house after we stayed.send (sb) a copy (of sth) Tony sent her a copy 
of the article.send (sb) details/information Please could you send me 

more information about the course?send (sb) flowers We sent Mom flowers for 
Mother’s Day.send troops The president pledged to send more troops to 
Afghanistan.send aid/money/donations My parents sent me 

some money.PREPOSITIONS/ADVERBSsend sth to sb I’m going to send an 
email to Chris.send sb to prison/school/Iraq etc He was sent to prison for attacking 
another man. | They’re sending more troops to the area.send sth by post/email 
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etc Don’t send valuable items by post.send sth back/up etc She arranged for some 

coffee to be sent up for our meeting. 

senior /ˈsiːniə/ adjective  having a higher position, level, or rankNOUNSa senior 

manager/executive She’s now a senior manager for a large toy company. | All the 

company’s senior executives get large bonuses.senior management Senior 
management have approved her proposal.senior staff Some senior staff criticized the 
head teacher’s decision.a senior official A meeting of senior government officials was 

called.a senior officer Inspector Wild is the senior officer in charge of the 
investigation.a senior member A senior member of the government has resigned.a 
senior partner (=in a law firm) He was a senior partner in a large Canadian law firm.a 

senior lecturer Dr Barr is a senior lecturer in economics.a senior editor She joined 
Penguin Books as a senior editor.a senior level/position/rank A new appointment 
has been made at a senior level.PREPOSITIONSsenior to sb He is senior to me in the 

company. 

sensation /senˈseɪʃən/ noun  a feeling that you get, especially a physical 

oneADJECTIVESa pleasant sensation She was enjoying the pleasant sensation of 

being in the warm water.an unpleasant sensation I felt a rather unpleasant 
sensation in my chest.a painful sensation While he was running he had an 
extremely painful sensation in his knee.a strange/odd/curious sensation As we 

looked at each other I had a strange sensation.a physical sensation Babies soon learn 
to recognize the physical sensation of hunger.a burning sensation These chemicals 
can cause a burning sensation.a tingling/prickling sensation (=little sharp feelings 

on your skin) She felt a tingling sensation, like a mild electric shock.a stinging 
sensation (=a sharp, slightly painful feeling) After he sniffed the chemical, there was 
a stinging sensation in his nose.a choking sensation (=a feeling that you cannot 

breathe) She knew the real cause of the choking sensation was 
fear.VERBSfeel/have/experience a sensation He felt a tingling sensation down his 
left side.enjoy a sensation Some people eat a lot because they enjoy the sensation of 

eating.cause/produce a sensation The drug can produce strange sensations in some 
patients.PREPOSITIONSthe sensation of sth He likes the sensation of speed. | Mark 
had the sensation of being watched. 

sense1 /sens/ noun  1. one of the five physical ways of finding out about 

thingsADJECTIVESa good/keen/acute sense of sth Pigs have a keen sense of smell.a 
poor sense of sth Owls have acute hearing, although they have a poor sense 

of smell.VERBShave a sense of sth You have to have a good sense of hearing to play 
the violin.lose your sense of sth I think I’m losing my sense of smell.use your sense 
of sth These animals use their sense of smell to find their prey.sharpen/heighten 

your senses (=make them better) She felt that her close encounter with death 
had sharpened her senses.dull your senses (=make them less good) The 
drug dulls the senses.PHRASESsense of smell/taste/touch/hearing/sight My sense 

of taste came back when I stopped smoking.the five senses (=sight, taste, smell, 
hearing, and touch) We use all five senses to explore the world around us.2. a natural 
ability or feeling about somethingADJECTIVESa good/great sense of sth He is a 

popular boy with a good sense of humour.a strong/keen/deep sense of sth He had 
a strong sense of responsibility.an overwhelming/tremendous sense of sth (=very 
strong) She was filled with an overwhelming sense of loss.a natural sense of sth She 

did not have a natural sense of direction.a growing sense of sth She looked around 
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with a growing sense of unease.a renewed sense of sth (=now strong again) He 

returned to Washington with a renewed sense of purpose.NOUNS 

+ sensedress/clothes sense (=an ability to choose clothes well) Her dress sense was 

faultless.business sense (=an ability to make good decisions in business) Few young 
people have much business sense.VERBShave a sense of sth These people have a 
great sense of community.feel/experience a sense of sth I felt a deep sense 

of pride.give sb a sense of sth The job gave her a sense of control over her life.gain 
a sense of sth She helped me gain some sense of proportion about my problems.lose 
your sense of sth He is in pain but has not lost his sense of humour.lose all sense of 

time/direction/proportion (=no longer know how much time has passed, which 
direction you are going etc) When I was in hospital, I lost all sense of time.keep a 
sense of sth also retain a sense of sth formal Throughout it all 

she retained her sense of fun.PHRASESa sense of humour BrE a sense of 
humor AmE (=the ability to recognize and enjoy things that are funny) A good teacher 
needs a sense of humour.a sense of direction (=the ability to judge which way you 

should be going) He has an excellent sense of direction.a sense of timing (=the ability 
to choose the right moment to do or say something) Actors need to have a good sense 
of timing.a sense of purpose (=a feeling that you know what you are trying to 

achieve) Becoming a mother had given her a new sense of purpose.a sense of 
achievement/satisfaction Even a small success gives a sense of achievement.a 
sense of justice/fairness Anyone with a sense of justice can see this is not fair.a 

sense of proportion/perspective (=the ability to judge how important something 
is) It’s important to keep a sense of proportion.a sense of identity (=a feeling of 
confidence about who you are) Change can threaten our fragile sense of identity.a 

sense of occasion (=a feeling that an event is special or important) The live music 
added to the sense of occasion.a sense of responsibility/duty/loyalty Parents try to 
give their children a sense of responsibility.a sense of urgency (=a feeling that 

something is urgent) The rescuers felt a real sense of urgency now.a sense of 
relief/panic/guilt/unease etc (=a particular feeling) We reached the medical centre 
with a sense of relief.a sense of loss Many women experience a sense of loss when 

their children leave home.a sense of security (=feeling safe) They were lulled into a 
false sense of security.a sense of belonging/community (=the feeling of belonging 
to a group) There is a real sense of community at the school. | The organization tries to 

foster a sense of belonging through these social events.3. a meaning, or a way in which 
something can be truePHRASESin one sense/in a sense In one sense, you are 
right.in every sense He is lucky in every sense.in no sense (=not at all) This is in no 

sense a criticism.in the true sense of the word He was a hero in the true sense of 
the word.in a general/broad sense I was using the word in its broadest sense.in a 
narrow/limited sense He didn’t mean art in the narrow sense of drawing, painting, or 

sculpture.in the ordinary/usual/conventional sense These snakes do not hear in 
the ordinary sense, as they have no ears.in the strict sense Tomatoes are not 
vegetables in the strict sense of the word.in a literal sense (=according to the most 

basic meaning of words) He was using the word ‘challenge’ in its literal sense.in the 
technical/legal sense I was using the word ‘compound’ in its technical sense.in the 

traditional sense They don’t write songs in the traditional sense 

sense2 /sens/ verb  to realize that something is happening, without seeing a 

clear signNOUNSsense danger He stiffened, sensing danger.sense trouble The other 
women, sensing trouble, began to move away.sense sb’s presence (=be aware that 
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someone is there) He sensed her presence, but didn’t look at her.sense sb’s 

fear/excitement/reluctance etc Luke paused and she sensed his reluctance to 
continue.sense sb’s mood (=be aware of how someone is 

feeling) He sensed her mood and changed the subject.sense the tension I 
could sense the tension in the court as the jury returned.sense an atmosphere This 
morning, I sensed a different atmosphere in the street: a friendliness.sense a 

change After the argument, I sensed a change in my husband. 

sensible /ˈsensəbəl, ˈsensɪbəl/ adjective  showing good judgmentNOUNSsensible 

advice She is always full of sensible advice.a sensible decision Everyone agreed that 
it was a sensible decision.a sensible idea/suggestion I will only listen to sensible 

suggestions.the sensible thing to do Moving house seemed like the sensible thing to 
do.a sensible approach He has a very sensible approach to his work.a sensible way 
of doing sth Missing meals is not a sensible way of losing weight.a sensible 

precaution (=something you do in case of trouble) It’s a sensible precaution to take a 
blanket when driving in winter.a sensible person/boy/girl etc Sarah is a very 
sensible girl.a sensible diet (=eating healthy food) Eat a sensible diet with plenty of 

fruit and vegetables.sensible drinking (=not drinking too much alcohol) We try to 
teach young people about sensible drinking.sensible shoes (=that are easy to walk in 

and do not hurt your feet) Make sure you wear sensible shoes when you have to walk a 
long way.PREPOSITIONSsensible about (doing) sth I wish he would be sensible 
about this. 

sensitive /ˈsensətɪv, ˈsensɪtɪv/ adjective  1. easily upset or offendedNOUNSa 

sensitive child Ben is a very sensitive child, and doesn’t like it if people laugh at him.a 
sensitive soul BrE (=a sensitive person) She really is quite a sensitive 
soul.PREPOSITIONSsensitive about sth Laura is sensitive about her weight.sensitive 

to sth He is very sensitive to criticism.2. needing careful treatment, because it is 
private or causes disagreementNOUNSa sensitive issue/subject/matter Abortion is 
a very sensitive issue.a sensitive area (=a sensitive subject) AIDS is a sensitive 

area which many schools are unsure how to tackle.sensitive information She was 
accused of passing sensitive information to the enemy.sensitive documents He lost 
his job after he left sensitive documents on a train.the sensitive nature of 

sth Because of the sensitive nature of the issue, the discussions were not made 
public.ADVERBShighly sensitive Details of the highly sensitive information have not 

been made public.politically sensitive The subject of population control is politically 
sensitive.commercially/environmentally sensitive How can we 
protect commercially sensitive information? | No building is allowed on 

this environmentally sensitive area of land.THESAURUS: sensitive→ secret1 

sentence /ˈsentəns/ noun  1. a group of words, which begins with a capital 

letter and ends with a full stop, and usually contains a verbADJECTIVESa long/short 

sentence James uses long sentences in his novels, which can make them difficult to 
understand.a full/complete/whole sentence Answer the questions in complete 
sentences – do not give one-word answers.a simple sentence Use simple 

sentences when talking to young children.a complex sentence As students learn more 
of a language, they should write longer and more complex sentences.a 
grammatical/ungrammatical sentence (=correct/not correct according to the rules 

of grammar) Is this sentence grammatical?the opening/closing sentence (=the first 
or last sentence in a book, report, talk etc) “It was a bright cold day in April, and the 
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clocks were striking thirteen.” is the opening sentence of George Orwell’s ‘Nineteen 

Eighty-Four’.a single sentence (=one sentence) He didn’t say a single 
sentence.VERBSwrite a sentence Write a few sentences about yourself.read a 

sentence I can’t read the last sentence.say a sentence He can say a few sentences in 
German.begin/end a sentence Always begin a new sentence with a capital 
letter.form/construct a sentence The aim is to construct sentences so that the exact 

meaning is given in the fewest possible words.string together a sentence (=form a 
sentence – used especially when someone has difficulty doing this) She couldn’t even 
string a sentence together.finish sb’s sentence (=complete a sentence that someone 

else started saying) His wife is always interrupting and finishing his sentences for 
him.sentence + NOUNSsentence structure Two types of sentence structure were 
used.PREPOSITIONSa sentence about sth I could not find a sentence about it in the 

book.in a sentence Describe in a short sentence what is meant by each word on the 
list.PHRASESthe beginning/end of a sentence His voice dropped at the end of the 
sentence.2. a punishment given by a judgeADJECTIVES/NOUNS + sentencea prison/jail 

sentence If found guilty, he faces a long jail sentence.a five-year/eight-year etc 
sentence (=five, eight etc years in prison) He was serving an eight-year sentence for 
burglary.the maximum/minimum sentence The maximum sentence for this offence 

is five years.a severe/tough/harsh/stiff sentence Police officers are 
demanding tougher sentences for people who carry knives.a light/short 
sentence (=a short time in prison) People who have not broken the law before often 

get lighter sentences.a long sentence The gang all received long sentences.a life 
sentence (=prison for the rest of your life, or a very long time) In 1978 he was given a 
life sentence for attacking an old woman.a death sentence (=a punishment of 

death) They are demanding the death sentence.a suspended sentence (=one which 
someone will serve only if they commit another crime) Her attacker got a two-
year suspended sentence.a custodial sentence BrE formal (=a period in prison, not a 

fine or other punishment) The judge warned him that he should expect a custodial 
sentence.a non-custodial sentence BrE formal (=not in prison) The judge said the 
offence was too serious for a non-custodial sentence.VERBSget/receive a 

sentence also be given a sentence She was given a three-year prison sentence.face 
a sentence (=be likely to receive a sentence) He faces a long prison sentence if he is 
found guilty.serve a sentence (=spend time in prison) Her husband is serving a two-

year sentence for gun crime.complete a sentence She will complete the rest of her 
sentence in a low-security prison.begin a sentence Tonight he will begin his 20-
year sentence.a crime carries a sentence (=that is the punishment for that 

crime) Rape should carry an automatic life sentence.impose/hand down a 
sentence (=officially give someone a sentence) The judge imposed a three-year 
sentence.pass sentence formal (=officially say what someone’s punishment will be) It 

is now my duty to pass sentence.overturn a sentence (=officially say that someone 
does not have to serve it) The next year his sentence was overturned.PREPOSITIONSa 
sentence for sth He has just begun a life sentence for murder.PHRASESa sentence of 

three years/six months etc He now faces a sentence of 15–20 years.under 
sentence of death (=having received a death sentence) She visited him in prison 

when he was under sentence of death. 

sentiment /ˈsentəmənt, ˈsentɪmənt/ noun  an opinion or feeling you have about 

somethingADJECTIVESsimilar sentiments Similar sentiments were expressed by many 
politicians.a growing sentiment (=becoming stronger or more common) There is 
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a growing anti-American sentiment in the country.public/popular sentiment (=used 

when saying what most people think) Public sentiment was in favour of tougher prison 
sentences.a strong sentiment There was strong public sentiment against military 

action.overall/general sentiment (=about most of something) Overall sentiment was 
positive.positive/negative sentiment Only three parents expressed negative 
sentiments about the decision.anti-war/anti-EU/anti-British etc sentiment There 

was a lot of anti-war sentiment in Britain at the time.nationalist/patriotic 
sentiment The organization appealed to nationalist sentiment.religious 
sentiment The law has been influenced by religious sentiment.VERBSexpress/voice a 

sentiment A similar sentiment was voiced by the editor of The Times.agree 
with/share a sentiment Many teachers share this sentiment.endorse a 
sentiment (=express formal support or approval) We 

wholeheartedly endorse these sentiments.echo/reflect a sentiment (=express or 
show the same sentiment) In his speech, he echoed the sentiments of the 
president.boost/fuel a sentiment (=make it stronger) The recent loss of life 

has fuelled anti-war sentiment.PHRASESmy sentiments exactly spoken (=used when 
agreeing with what someone has said) “I think he has enough already.” “My sentiments 
exactly.” 

sentimental /ˌsentəˈmentl◂/ adjective  THESAURUS > emotional (1) 

separate1 /ˈsepərət, ˈsepərɪt/ adjective  1. if two things are separate, they are 

different and not the sameVERBSkeep sth separate I try to keep my work and my 
home life separate.remain separate He believed that religion and politics 

should remain separate.be regarded/considered/treated as separate The two 
cases can be regarded as entirely separate.ADVERBSentirely/completely/totally 
separate also quite separate BrE These are totally separate issues.NOUNSa separate 

occasion He lied on two separate occasions.a separate incident/case In a separate 
incident, two US soldiers were wounded.a separate group/category The problems 
fell into two separate categories.a separate issue Three separate issues are involved.a 

separate company The manufacturing part of the business was run as a separate 
company.a separate room My brother and I sleep in separate rooms.a separate 
section/part/compartment This issue is discussed in a separate section of the 

report.a separate page/sheet In the journal, a separate page is used for each day.a 
separate (bank) account My wife and I have separate bank accounts.a separate 

entity formal (=a different organization or thing) The company will be split into 
three separate entities.PREPOSITIONSseparate from sth This event should be viewed 
as separate from the others.PHRASESgo your separate ways (=start travelling in 

different directions or stop being friends or lovers) I said goodbye to Dulcie and 
we went our separate ways.live/lead separate lives (=do very different things from 
your husband, wife, or partner, especially because you no longer love them) The couple 

have been living separate lives for years now.2. not touching or close to someone or 
something elseVERBSkeep sb/sth separate The dogs fought a lot and had to be kept 
separate.PREPOSITIONSseparate from sth/sb Keep raw meat separate from cooked 

meat.ADVERBSphysically separate The Law Library is physically separate from the 
main college library.geographically separate Mauritius is geographically 
separate from the other countries which formed the agreement. 

separate2 /ˈsepəreɪt/ verb  1. to divide something into two or more parts or 

groups, or to divide one type of thing from another. You use separate especially when 
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saying that the parts are different from each otherPREPOSITIONSseparate sth into 

two Motorola is planning to separate the company into two public companies.separate 
sth into sth and sth The items are separated into recyclable and non-recyclable 

waste.THESAURUS: separatedivideto make something become two or more 

parts or groups:The teacher divided us into groups. | The money was divided 

between them. | The house is divided into three apartments.splitto separate  

something into two or more groups, parts etc – used especially when each part is equal  

in size:The class was split into groups of six.break sth upto separate something into  

several smaller parts, especially to make it easier to deal with:The phone company was  

broken up to encourage competition. | Police used tear gas to break up the 

crowd.segregateto separate one group of people from others because of race, sex,  

religion etc:Schools were racially segregated. | Some prisons segregate prisoners who 

are infected with HIV from the other prisoners.TO BECOME SEPARATEseparateto divide 

into different parts, especially in a natural way:A watery liquid separates from the milk  

during cheesemaking.splitto separate into two or more parts or groups – used 

especially when each part is equal in size:What happens when an atom splits?break 

upto separate into several smaller parts:In spring, the icebergs begin to break up.2. if 

something separates two places or two things, it is between them so that they are not 
touching each otherPREPOSITIONSseparate sth from sth The lighthouse is separated 
from the land by a wide channel. 

series AC /ˈsɪəriːz $ ˈsɪr-/ noun  1. several events or actions of a similar type 

that happen or are planned to happen one after the other GrammarThis meaning  

of series is usually used in the phrase a series of sth. NOUNSa series of 

events They are holding a series of events to mark the anniversary.a series of 
cases There has been a series of cases of theft at the school.a series of 
books/articles/films She wrote a series of articles on education.a series of 

meetings/lectures/workshops We have planned a series of workshops.a series of 
tests/experiments She underwent a series of tests to find out what was wrong.a 

series of questions I had to answer a series of questions.a series of 
proposals/suggestions We have come up with a detailed series of proposals.a series 
of protests/demonstrations/strikes Price increases caused a series of protests.a 

series of attacks/bombings The city suffered a series of bombings.ADJECTIVESa 
whole/entire series (=used to emphasize how many there are) We faced a whole 
series of problems.a long/short series There has been a long series of delays.a 

complex series The French Revolution consisted of a complex series of 
events.PREPOSITIONSa series of sth The police are investigating a series of attacks in 
the area.in a series The second lecture in the series was held in Mexico.PHRASESthe 

latest in a series (=the most recent) This was the latest in a series of changes.the 
first/second/last etc in a series This meeting will be the first in a 

series.THESAURUS: seriesa sequence of  

sthevents | actions | stages | steps | instructions | commands | operations | a

ctivities | numbers | letters | imagesa series of things, especially things that  
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happen or are done in a particular order, and are connected to each other in some 

way:In Lithuania, a similar sequence of events occurred. | We follow a  

particular sequence of steps when planning a project. | Your password will be 

a sequence of numbers and letters. | The two poems are intended to be read in  

sequence (=they should be read one after the other in a particular order).a 

succession of  

sthjobs | owners | governments | changes | visitors | boyfriends | girlfriendsa 

series of things or people – used to emphasize that they keep changing without any 

break:Karl moved aimlessly through a succession of jobs. | The programme has  

survived an endless succession of changes. | Pauline was busy all morning with  

a succession of visitors. | He won the competition three years in succession (=one 

after another without a break).a set of  

sthrules | ideas | principles | values | questions | guidelines | criteria | figures

 | circumstancesa series of things, especially things that are used or done 

together:The school has developed a new set of rules. | We need to use a different set  

of criteria (=use different standards for judging something). | The latest set of  

figures shows that crime has increased. | We were faced with a new set of  

circumstances.a string of  

sthattacks | bombings | scandals | successes | awards | hits | defeats | failure

s | boyfriends | girlfriendsa series of things or people – used to emphasize that  

there are a lot, often of bad things:The bombing was the latest in a string of  

attacks. | The singer has enjoyed a string of successes. | The team has suffered  

a string of defeats. | Ella had a string of boyfriends.a chain of  

sthevents | reactions | islands | mountainsa series of connected things or  

places:This decision set in motion a chain of events. | The Antilles are a chain of  

islands in the Caribbean Sea.a catalogue of sth BrE a catalog of  

sth AmEerrors | failures | disasters | problems | complaints | injuries | crimesa 

series of bad things – used when you want to emphasize that there are a lot of  

them:A catalogue of errors led to last year’s train crash. | The trip was a catalogue of  

disasters which began when we missed the flight. | He has suffered a catalogue of  

injuries since the World Cup final.2. a set of television or radio programmes that have 

the same characters or deal with the same subjectNOUNS + seriesa 
television/TV/radio series ‘ER’ was a television series set in a hospital emergency 

room.a drama/comedy series Armstrong will star in a new TV comedy series.a 
cartoon series ‘The Simpsons’ is a popular cartoon series.a police/crime series I 
enjoy watching crime series.a documentary series (=giving information about a 

particular subject) They are showing a new documentary series about China.a three-
part/six-part etc series He will present a new six-part series ‘How to Save the 
Earth’.a reality series (=in which ordinary people are filmed in real situations) He had 

appeared in the reality series ‘Big Brother’.ADJECTIVESa popular/successful/hit 
series (=watched by a lot of people) She starred in the hit series ‘The Gentle Touch’.a 
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long-running series (=continuing over many years) This was the last episode of 

ITV’s long-running police series.the first/second/last etc series I missed the first 
series.VERBSwatch a series I watched the last series on DVD.write a 

series The series was written by Kay Mellor.make/produce a series He produced a 
TV series in the 1990s.commission a series (=officially ask someone to make a 
series) The BBC commissioned a third series.broadcast/screen/show a 

series The series was first broadcast in 2005.present a series He 
currently presents two series for the Discovery Health channel.appear in/star in a 
series (=be an actor in a series) The actor has appeared in many TV series, including 

‘Doctor Who’ 

seriously /ˈsɪəriəsli $ ˈsɪr-/ adverb  in a way that has a very bad effect on 

someone or somethingADJECTIVESseriously ill Her mother is seriously ill in 
hospital.seriously injured/hurt/wounded He was seriously injured in a car 

accident.seriously damaged His reputation had been seriously damaged.seriously 
affected The area was seriously affected by flooding last year.seriously 
worried/concerned It was late, and her parents were now seriously 

worried.seriously wrong I was worried there was something seriously wrong with 
me.seriously flawed (=having a bad weakness or fault) The design is seriously 

flawed. 

servant /ˈsɜːvənt $ ˈsɜːr-/ noun  someone, especially in the past, who was paid 

to clean someone’s house, cook for them, answer the door etc, and who often lived in 
the houseADJECTIVES/NOUNS + servanta domestic/household servant (=working in 

a house, usually as a cleaner) Many young girls became domestic servants.a 
faithful/loyal servant Williams was a faithful servant and told no one of his master’s 
secret.a trusted servant Paulus was a trusted servant of the emperor.a royal 

servant Dudley was a trusted royal servant. Your humble servant is an old-

fashioned respectful way of ending a letter or introducing yourself to  

someone: Your humble servant, Philip Miller. VERBShave a servant In those days, 

many families had servants.hire/employ a servant They were wealthy enough 

to employ servants.become a servant His daughter became a servant in the royal 
household.send a servant He sent his servant to see what was happening.servant + 

NOUNSa servant girl/boy A servant girl brought us some water.THESAURUS: 

servantmaida female servant in a large house, or a woman who cleans in a  

hotel:You rang a bell, and the maid would come down and let you in.chambermaida 

woman whose job is to clean and tidy bedrooms in a hotel:She was a chambermaid at  

the Dorchester Hotel.housekeepersomeone whose job is to manage the cleaning and 

cooking in a house or hotel:She was the housekeeper for a retired army 

general.cleanersomeone whose jobs is to clean another person’s house, an office,  

hospital etc:I work as a cleaner.butlerthe main male servant in a house:Burrell was  

Princess Diana’s butler.valeta male servant who looks after a man’s clothes and serves  

his meals:He was a former valet of the prince.footmana male servant in the past who 

opened the door to visitors:The footman wouldn’t allow him to enter the palace  
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service1 /ˈsɜːvəs, ˈsɜːvɪs $ ˈsɜːr-/ noun  1. something that is provided for people 

to use by a company, an organization, or by the governmentADJECTIVESa free 
service We offer a free advice service to our members.an online service (=using the 
internet) Next time, why don’t you use our online service?a 24-hour 

service (=available at any time) The ticket office has a 24-hour service.a 
vital/essential service (=very important and necessary) For many old people, the 
local post office is a vital service.a comprehensive service (=which includes 

everything) We provide a comprehensive service to all our clients.financial/legal 
services The cost of legal services deters many people from consulting a 
lawyer.medical services The health system in Britain gives people free access 

to medical services.public services (=provided by the government for people in 
general) Many people in the world live without public services such as clean water.local 
services (=services such as public transport and waste collection) Local services are 

being cut back to save money.the postal service The postal service is usually 
good.NOUNS + servicethe emergency services (=police, fire, and ambulance 
services) To call the emergency services in Britain, you dial 999.the 

fire/police/ambulance service Calls to the ambulance service increase during the 
winter months.the health/education service We are proud of our country’s health 

service.a delivery service They offer a free delivery service on all orders over $30.an 
advice/counselling service The university offers a counselling service for 
students.an information/news service The information service provides busy 

managers with all the information they need.a support service We provide support 
services for disabled people.the library service The library service in schools is being 
cut.a telephone/broadband service The company offers a mobile broadband 

service.VERBSoffer/provide a service The organization provides a customer 
advice service.deliver a service Our aim is to deliver a high-quality 
support service.use a service Many elderly people use this service.access a 

service (=be able to use it) A growing range of services can now 
be accessed online.launch/introduce a service The company has launched a new 
online booking service.develop a service We plan to develop new services in the 

future.expand/extend a service They have plans to expand the service to other 
areas.cut/axe a service (=stop providing it) The council will be forced 
to cut this service unless more funding can be found.improve a service We need extra 

funding to improve library services.service + NOUNSa service provider Who is your 
internet service provider?a service user More than 500 health service users were 
interviewed for this study.service delivery Effective service delivery requires adequate 

funding and training.2. the work of dealing with customers in a shop, business, hotel 
etcADJECTIVESgood/great/excellent service You expect good service if you’re 
paying so much.poor/bad/terrible service I always complain when I receive poor 

service.personal service Everyone who comes into our store gets friendly 
and personal service.slow service The food was good, but the service was 
very slow.quick/prompt/swift service We promise you quick service, even at busy 

times.efficient service The service in the store is extremely efficient.friendly 
service It’s a hotel with a reputation for friendly service.NOUNS + servicecustomer 
service The company offers excellent customer service.after-sales service (=advice 

and help with a product after buying it) Good after-sales service is important when you 
are buying a car.VERBSreceive good/poor etc service If you 
have received poor service, let us know.offer/provide service We are committed 
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to providing excellent service.improve service They need to improve the service in the 

hotel.PHRASESthe standard/quality of service They have improved the standard of 
service.3. BrE a regular system of buses, trains, planes, or boats to and from a 

particular placeADJECTIVESa direct service There’s a direct service to London.a 
daily/hourly etc service There’s an hourly bus service into the city centre.a 
frequent service There is a frequent service into the centre of Paris.a 

reliable/efficient service The town has a very reliable bus service.a 
limited/reduced service They operate a reduced service at weekends.a full 
service A full service will operate during July and August.a scheduled service Pan Am 

operated the first scheduled service across the Atlantic.NOUNS + servicea rail/train 
service The company runs train services between London and Edinburgh.a bus/coach 
service There is a regular bus service to the village.a ferry service A ferry 

service runs from Portsmouth to Bilbao.a transport service Passengers want a 
reliable transport service.a shuttle service (=one that covers a short distance several 
times a day) A shuttle service takes you from the airport car park to the terminal 

building.a passenger service The first passenger service on this route was in 
1961.VERBSuse a service Many people use the 7.40 service.lay on/provide a 
service At Christmas, the rail company will lay on extra services to cope with the 

demand.launch a service The airline is launching two new services to 
Tenerife.run/operate a service P&O operate ferry services to Zeebrugge.a service 
runs/operates The service operates seven days a week.cut/axe a service The 

Sunday service has been axed.4. a religious ceremonyADJECTIVES/NOUNS + servicea 
church service He attended the church service on Christmas Day.a religious 
service She had been to a Jewish religious service.a funeral service (=one held for 

burying or cremating someone who has died) Over 350 people attended her funeral 
service.a memorial service (=one to remind people of someone who has 
died) A memorial service for the victims of the bombing will be held next week.a 

wedding/marriage service She wanted a traditional wedding service in a 
church.VERBSconduct a service The service was conducted by Reverend 
Salters.attend a service Over 1,000 people attended the service in the cathedral.hold 

a service The memorial service will be held on 26 September. 

service2 /ˈsɜːvɪs $ ˈsɜːr-/ verb  THESAURUS > repair1 

session /ˈseʃən/ noun  a planned period of time when people do 

somethingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + sessiona training session One player failed to turn up 
for the training session.a practice session He crashed during a practice session before 
the Belgian Grand Prix.a weekly/monthly session Weekly advice sessions are 

provided for people who are starting their own business.a one-hour/two-hour etc 
session We have a two-hour session every Monday morning.a group 
session The group sessions were led by a psychiatrist.an individual/one-to-one 

session (=when one person is taught or helped by someone) She may benefit 
from individual counselling sessions.an exercise session An exercise session shouldn’t 
leave you feeling exhausted.a brainstorming session (=when people think up new 

ideas) I think we should just get together and have a brainstorming session.a 
question-and-answer session (=when people ask a speaker questions) His talk was 
followed by a question-and-answer session.a recording session (=when music is 

recorded) It was the band’s first recording session.a photo session (=when someone 
is photographed for a magazine etc) I normally have two or three photo sessions a 
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week.a therapy/counselling session (=time to talk about personal problems with 

someone who can give advice) At one point his parents joined him for a family therapy 
session.VERBShave a session I started having exercise sessions with a personal 

trainer.hold/run/conduct a session They are planning to hold a special 
training session for new employees.take part in/attend a session Most of the 
students who took part in the sessions said they found them useful. | Some doctors 

require patients to attend counselling sessions.do a session informal We’re doing a 
photo session tomorrow.lead a session Each session will be led by a media 
expert.miss a session He never missed a training session.PREPOSITIONSa session of 

sth The two sides agreed to a further session of talks 

set1 /set/ verb  1. to decide and state when something will happen, how much 

something should cost, what should be done etcNOUNSset a date/time No date has 
been set for the election.set a price We set the price at £30.set 

standards/guidelines (=decide on standards, rules etc) The government has set new 
food quality standards for all school canteens.set 
limits/boundaries Set strict limits on your spending. | They don’t seem 

to set any boundaries for their children’s behaviour.2. to establish a way of doing 
something that is then copied or followedNOUNSset an example (=behave well in a 

way that other people can copy) Parents should try to set a good example to their 
children.set a precedent (=do something that later actions or decisions may be based 
on) To ignore the law in this case would set a dangerous precedent.set the 

pattern/trend (=do something in a way that is later repeated) That first day seemed 
to set the pattern for the following weeks.set the tone (=establish a general mood or 
feeling) The gloomy first chapter sets the tone for the rest of the novel.set the 

standard (=be very good, and so show how good other people or things should 
be) They wanted to set the standard for online shopping.set the agenda (=say what 
should be done or discussed) One country cannot set the agenda for the entire 

conference.set the pace (=move or change quickly, so that others try to do the 
same) Britain set the pace for industrialization in the early 1800s.3. to make something 
ready to operateNOUNSset the alarm Don’t forget to set the alarm before you leave 

the house.set a watch/clock We set our watches to the local time. 

set2 /set/ noun  a group of similar things that belong together or are related in 

some wayADJECTIVESa complete/full set You need to have a full set of tools.a 

new/different set This time they were faced with a completely different set of 
problems.a complex/complicated set The system works according to a complicated 
set of rules.PHRASESa set of rules/instructions/conditions/guidelines Grammar is 

the set of rules which determines how people use a language.a set of 
problems/questions/issues At the end of the text there is a set of questions.a set 
of criteria/principles/values The judges use a strict set of criteria when judging the 

paintings.a set of data The scientists compared the two sets of data. 

setback /ˈsetbæk/ noun  an event that delays or prevents progress, or makes 

things worseADJECTIVESa major/big setback The defeat was a major setback.a 
serious/severe/significant setback He said the attack was a serious setback for the 

peace process.a minor setback After a few minor setbacks, the project went really 
well.a temporary setback Try not to be discouraged by temporary setbacks.an 
early/initial setback The policy has been successful, despite some early setbacks.a 

political/military/economic setback The defeat represented a major political 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1960] 

setback for the party.VERBSsuffer/receive/have a setback The team suffered a 

serious setback when their goalkeeper was injured.overcome a setback (=deal with 
it) I think we can overcome this setback.represent a setback (=be a setback) The 

decision represented a setback for chemical companies.PREPOSITIONSa setback for 
sb These election results were a setback for the Social Democratic Party.a setback to 
sth/sb There has been a serious setback to our efforts to control the disease. 

setting /ˈsetɪŋ/ noun  the place where something is or where something 

happensADJECTIVESa beautiful/lovely/magnificent setting The event takes place in 
the magnificent setting of Bramham Park.a perfect/ideal setting The castle was 
a perfect setting for the wedding.a peaceful/tranquil setting The gardens are 

a peaceful setting for a walk.an idyllic setting (=a very beautiful and peaceful 
place) This idyllic setting is just the place to relax.a rural setting (=in the 
countryside) Some customers are amazed to find this high-tech business in such a rural 

setting.an urban setting (=in the city) What kind of garden is best in an urban 
setting?a natural setting They were able to study the animals in their natural 
setting.an unlikely setting This quiet village may seem an unlikely setting for a top 

restaurant.PREPOSITIONSa setting for sth The building will be the setting for two 
special events this year.VERBSprovide a setting The hotel provides an ideal setting for 

conferences. 

settle /ˈsetl/ verb  to end an argument or solve a disagreementNOUNSsettle a 

dispute/argument/conflict Every effort was made to settle the dispute.settle a 
lawsuit/case The city will pay $875,000 to settle the lawsuit.settle a 

matter/issue/question It is important that the matter is settled quickly.settle your 
differences (=agree to stop arguing) The two recently met 
to settle their differences.ADVERBSfinally/eventually settle sth The issue was finally 

settled when many years later.settle sth amicably (=in a friendly way, without using 
a court of law) The dispute was settled amicably.PREPOSITIONSsettle with sb He said 
he hoped the company would settle with the victims’ families.PHRASESsettle out of 

court (=come to an agreement without going to a court of law) She talked to a lawyer 
and settled out of court with her former employer. 

settlement /ˈsetlmənt/ noun  an official agreement or decision that ends an 

argument, a court case, or a fightADJECTIVES/NOUNS + settlementa peace 
settlement (=one that ends a war) Hopes of a peace settlement receded.a political 
settlement (=one that is reached by political discussion, not fighting) The British 

government favours a political settlement in the Middle East.a peaceful 
settlement (=without fighting) Both sides are working towards a peaceful settlement.a 
lasting settlement Only a political solution can provide a lasting settlement.an 

amicable settlement (=when people agree in a friendly way) The village council 
attempted to bring about an amicable settlement.a divorce settlement (=an 
agreement about money and property at the end of a marriage) She gained ownership 

of the building in her divorce settlement.an out-of-court settlement (=an agreement 
made to avoid a court case) They paid the government $470 million as part of an out-
of-court settlement.VERBSreach a settlement The companies reached a settlement in 

March.agree (to) a settlement The French king had agreed 
to a settlement.achieve/bring about a settlement The government was determined 
to achieve a settlement in Northern Ireland.negotiate a settlement (=have 

discussions to try to reach a settlement) His lawyers are understood to 
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be negotiating a settlement.seek a settlement I went to present my case and 

to seek a reasonable settlement.PREPOSITIONSunder a 
settlement Under the settlement, the workers will be paid compensation.PHRASESthe 

terms of a settlement They have agreed on the terms of the settlement. 

set up /set ˈʌp/ verb  THESAURUS > start1 (3) 

several /ˈsevərəl/ determiner pronoun  a number of people or things that is more 

than a few, but not a lot: “Have you read any of his books?” “Yes, 

several.”NOUNSseveral times I visited him in Kansas several times.several 
people/things/places Several people have agreed to help.several 
days/months/year etc They met again several years later.several 

hundred/thousand etc The bill came to several hundred 
pounds.PREPOSITIONSseveral of sb/sth Several of her colleagues agreed with her 
decision.PHRASESseveral more/several other We had to wait several more weeks 

before the results arrived.THESAURUS: severala number of sthseveral. A 

number of sounds more formal than several:We have received a number of  

complaints about last night’s programme. | There are a number of different airlines to  

choose from.quite a fewseveral – used when emphasizing that there are rather a lot  

of people, things etc. Quite a few sounds more informal than several and is more 

commonly used in spoken English:Quite a few people were already in the pool. | She 

made quite a few enemies. | It took him quite a few days to make up his mind.  

severe /səˈvɪə, sɪˈvɪə $ -ˈvɪr/ adjective  severe problems, injuries, illnesses etc 

are very bad or very seriousNOUNSsevere damage The blast caused severe damage to 
the surrounding buildings.severe problems/difficulties The clothing industry has 
experienced severe problems in recent years.a severe injury/illness She had 

suffered severe head injuries.severe pain He was in severe pain and unable to call for 
help.severe depression He suffered from severe depression when he was younger.a 
severe case (=of a medical condition) Hospitalization is necessary in severe cases.a 

severe blow (=an event that has a very bad effect) The closure of the mine was a 

severe blow to the country’s economy.THESAURUS: severe→ bad (2)  

severely /səˈvɪəli, sɪˈvɪəli $ -ˈvɪr-/ adverb  very badly or to a great 

degreeADJECTIVESseverely damaged The hotel was severely damaged by fire last 
November.severely disabled/injured/wounded The accident left him severely 
disabled.severely affected The town is severely affected by aircraft noise.severely 

disrupted The bad weather means that rail services will be severely 
disrupted.severely tested (=put under a lot of pressure and almost destroyed) Her 
trust in him was severely tested by his behaviour.VERBSseverely limit/restrict 

sth Lack of funds severely limits what we are able to achieve. | His independence 
is severely restricted by his poor health.punish sb severely Organizations that break 
the rules will be severely punished.deal with sb severely formal (=give someone a 

harsh punishment) The courts should deal with violent criminals most severely.criticize 
sb/sth severely The government has been severely criticized for not dealing with the 

problem sooner. 

sex AC /seks/ noun  the physical activity that two people do together in order to 

produce babies, or for pleasureADJECTIVESsafe sex (=using methods to reduce the risk 
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of getting a disease) Young men are being encouraged to practise safe sex.casual 

sex (=between people who do not have a serious relationship with each other) We try 
to educate young people in the dangers of casual sex.teenage sex Many of the shows 

feature storylines involving teenage sex.VERBShave sex They believe it is wrong 
to have sex before marriage.consent to sex (=have sex willingly, without being 
forced) Lawyers will argue that she consented to sex.sex + NOUNSsex 

education (=teaching young people about sex) Is there a need for more sex 
education in our schools?sex life (=the part of someone’s life that involves sex) They 
were a happily married couple with a good sex life.a sex scandal The minister had to 

resign over a sex scandal.sex appeal (=the quality of being attractive in a sexual 
way) We needed an actor with sex appeal.a sex symbol (=a famous person who many 
people consider sexually attractive) Marilyn Monroe was an international sex symbol.a 

sex object disapproving (=a person considered only for their sexual 
attractiveness) People complain that these adverts show women as sex objects.a sex 
offender (=someone who commits a crime involving sex) His name will appear on a 

register of sex offenders.the sex industry Regular health checks are important for 
people working in the sex industry.a sex worker (=someone who people pay to have 
sex with) Many sex workers are also drug addicts.a sex club He is the newspaper 

owner who also runs a string of sex clubs.a sex shop (=where customers can buy 
items relating to sex or watch sexual behaviour) That part of London is famous for 
its sex shops.PREPOSITIONSsex with sb His wife accused him of having sex with a co-

worker.PHRASESsex and violence There is too much sex and violence on television. 

shade /ʃeɪd/ noun  1. slight darkness or shelter from the direct light of the sun, 

made by something blocking itADJECTIVESdeep shade The plant will even grow in deep 

shade.partial shade These plants do well in sun or partial shade.cool shade I was 
looking forward to being back in the cool shade of our house.dappled shade (=with 
spots of light and shade) The cherry tree cast a dappled 

shade.VERBSprovide/offer/create shade Olive trees provided shade.cast 
shade (=make shade appear) The forest cast a deep shade.seek shade In mid-
summer, you should seek shade in the middle of the day.find 

shade We found some shade under a tree.PREPOSITIONSin the shade (=in a place 
which is out of direct sunlight) The temperature was over 90 degrees in the 
shade.under the shade of sth (=using something to protect you from the light of the 

sun) She was sitting under the shade of a large oak tree.PHRASESlight and shade She 
was looking at the patterns of light and shade created by the sunlight.2. a particular 
type of a colourADJECTIVESa pale/pastel shade The walls were painted in pastel 

shades.a deep/dark shade She had dyed her hair a dark shade of red.a bright/vivid 
shade The sky was a vivid shade of blue.a rich shade (=a strong and attractive 
one) The carpet was a rich shade of brown.a subtle/delicate/soft shade also a 

muted shade formal The flowers were a subtle shade of pink.a natural shade I let 
my hair go back to its natural shade.a neutral shade (=one such as cream, light 
brown, or grey) The house had been furnished in neutral shades.different/various 

shades The dress is available in various shades.PREPOSITIONSa shade of blue/red 
etc There were fabrics in every shade of red. 

shadow /ˈʃædəʊ $ -doʊ/ noun  the dark shape that forms on a surface when 

something is between that surface and the lightADJECTIVESa dark/black shadow She 
saw the dark shadow of a man in the doorway.a long shadow Long shadows stretched 
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across the grass from the apple trees.flickering shadows (=shadows that move about 

quickly) Candles cast strange flickering shadows on the walls.VERBScast/throw a 
shadow (=make it appear) The old machines cast shadows on the floor.a shadow 

falls somewhere (=appears on something) The footsteps came closer, and a shadow 
fell across the table.the shadows lengthen (=get longer, as it gets later in the 
day) Already the shadows were lengthening.move/step out of the 

shadows also emerge from the shadows formal She was walking home late at night 
when someone emerged from the shadows and attacked her.PREPOSITIONSamong the 
shadows The dark animals were difficult to see among the shadows.in the 

shadows He waited in the shadows until it was safe to come out.in the shadow of 
sth (=where the shadow of something is) It was hot and we decided to walk in the 
shadow of the wall. 

shake /ʃeɪk/ verb  to make small quick movements from side to side or up and 

downADVERBSshake violently The building shook violently for over a minute.shake 
uncontrollably His body was shaking uncontrollably.shake slightly Adam opened the 
envelope, his hand shaking slightly.be visibly shaking (=in a way that other people 

can easily see) He was visibly shaking with anger.PHRASESshake with 
laughter/anger/fear etc Both women shook with laughter. | He stood there shaking 

with anger. | The children were hiding under a table, shaking with fear.be shaking all 
over (=your whole body is shaking) She was shaking all over, partly from cold, partly 
from shock.be shaking like a leaf (=be shaking a lot because you are nervous or 

frightened) I was shaking like a leaf as I stood up to make the speech.THESAURUS: 

shakePERSONshudderto shake for a short time, especially because you think of  

something very unpleasant, or because you feel frightened or cold:Corbett shuddered  

when he thought of what might have happened to them. | I shuddered when I read the  

article. | He was still shuddering with the cold. | She clung to him, shuddering with  

emotion.trembleto shake slightly in a way that you cannot control, especially because 

you are frightened, worried, or angry:Ernest opened the letter in silence, his hands  

trembling. | Her whole body trembled with fear. | He hadn’t dared to move. He 

was trembling with shock. | “I won’t be coming back,” she said, her body trembling  

with anger.shiverto shake slightly, especially only a few times, because you are cold  

or frightened:She shivered, pulling her coat closer around herself. | You make me 

shiver when you talk like that.quiver especially literaryto shake slightly and 

continuously because you are very worried or excited – used especially about  

someone’s lips, mouth, or body:Her bottom lip began to quiver, and she turned away 

to hide her tears. | Alice’s eyes began to fill with tears and her mouth quivered. “I 'm 

going away,” she said.wobbleto move unsteadily from side to side:The ladder started  

to wobble. | Mrs Hamilton wobbled precariously on her high heels.rockto move gently  

backwards and forwards or from side to side:He rocked to and fro in his  

chair (=backwards and forwards).OBJECT/VEHICLE/THE GROUND ETCrattleto shake and  

make a noise:The windows rattled in the wind. | The train was rattling over the 

bridge.vibrateto shake continuously with small fast movements:The music was so loud  
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that the whole room vibrated. | The atoms vibrate at different frequencies.wobbleto  

move unsteadily from side to side:The bike began to wobble alarmingly as she fought  

to control it. | The cup wobbled and he grabbed it to stop it from falling.rockto move 

gently backwards and forwards or from side to side:The trailer rocked in the 

wind. | The boat was rocking from side to side with the 

waves.shudder also judder especially BrEif a vehicle or machine shudders, it shakes  

for a short time:The lift shuddered then began to descend. | The engine shuddered into  

life (=it shook and then started working). | The car juddered to a halt outside the 

house (=it shook and then stopped).  

shake-up /ˈʆeɪk ʌp/ noun  THESAURUS > change2 

shaky /ˈʃeɪki/ adjective  THESAURUS > weak (1) 

shallow adjective  not deepNOUNSshallow water I dipped my hand into 

the shallow water of the stream.a shallow pool The statue was surrounded by 
a shallow pool of water.a shallow river/lake The crocodiles live in shallow rivers.a 
shallow hole The turtle digs a shallow hole in which to lay its eggs.a shallow 

grave The body was found buried in a shallow grave in the forest.a shallow 
bowl/dish/container Arrange the vegetables in a shallow dish.the shallow end (=of 
a swimming pool) He stepped into the pool at the shallow end.ANTONYMS → deep (1) 

shame /ʃeɪm/ noun  1. used when you wish a situation was different, and you 

feel sad or disappointed GrammarIn this meaning, shame is usually used in the  

phrases it is a shame and what a shame. PHRASESit is a shame It’s a shame that 

you have to leave so soon.it is a great/terrible/awful shame It’s a great shame she 
can’t be here with us.it is such a shame It’s such a shame to cover this beautiful table 

with a tablecloth.it is a bit of a shame especially BrE It’s a bit of a shame about the 
weather.it seems a shame/it would be a shame It seems a shame not to tell 
her.what a shame/that’s a shame “She’s failed her test again.” “What a shame!” | I 

can’t imagine why they canceled your show, Tracy. That’s such a shame.it is a crying 
shame (=it is a very great shame and it should not be allowed to happen) It would 
be a crying shame if the trees were cut down.PREPOSITIONS(it’s a) shame about 

sth It’s a lovely place – shame about the weather.2. the feeling you have when you 
feel guilty and embarrassed because you have done something wrong, or someone 
close to you has done something wrongADJECTIVESdeep shame Afterwards, I was 

filled with deep shame.no shame There is no shame in admitting you’re wrong – 
people will respect you for it.VERBSfeel shame I feel a lot of shame for what I did.be 
filled with shame His face was filled with shame.bring shame on sb Leaving her 

husband would bring shame on the whole family.die of shame (=feel very ashamed) If 
my parents ever find out about this, I will die of shame.PREPOSITIONSin/with 

shame (=because you feel ashamed) Her face turned bright red in shame.the shame 
of sth He did not want to suffer the shame of defeat.sb’s shame at sth The father 
expressed shame at his son’s activities.PHRASESa sense/feeling of shame There is a 

growing sense of shame for what happened during the war.hang/bow your head in 
shame (=show by your behaviour that you are very ashamed) The people who did this 
should hang their heads in shame.a shame attached to sth In those days there was a 
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lot of shame attached to divorce.THESAURUS: shamehumiliationa feeling of  

shame and embarrassment because you have been made to look weak or stupid in  

front of other people:What really upset me was the humiliation of having to ask her for  

money. | He suffered the humiliation of defeat in the first round of the 

competition.dishonour BrE formal dishonor AmE formalthe loss of other people’s  

respect because you have done something bad, or you have been unsuccessful:His  

comments have brought shame and dishonour on him and his profession. | There is no 

dishonour in failure when you have done everything you possibly can to  

succeed.stigmathe feeling that other people in society disapprove of you because of  

something that has happened to you, or because you feel different from most other  

people in some way – used especially when this seems unfair and unreasonable:Even 

when someone has been found innocent of a crime, the stigma often remains. | At first  

I found the stigma of being unemployed very difficult to cope with. | In many countries  

there is still a strong social stigma attached to homosexuality.GREAT SHAMEdisgracea 

complete loss of people’s respect because you have done something very bad and 

shocking:His actions brought disgrace on the family. | The players were sent home in  

disgrace after admitting taking drugs. | Garton killed himself because he could not bear  

the disgrace of being charged with corruption.ignominy formala feeling of great  

shame and embarrassment because you have been made to look weak or stupid – a  

very formal use:The team suffered the ignominy of losing five games in a row. | She 

hoped to avoid the ignominy of having to appear in court  

shampoo /ʃæmˈpuː/ noun  a liquid soap for washing your 

hairADJECTIVES/NOUNS + shampoomild/gentle shampoo If you wash your hair 
frequently, use a mild shampoo.baby shampoo Wash your baby’s head with baby 

shampoo.anti-dandruff shampoo (=designed to stop dandruff, small pieces of dead 
skin seen in your hair) Treat dandruff with an effective anti-dandruff shampoo.two-in-
one/all-in-one shampoo (=that also contains conditioner, a substance to make hair 

softer) To save time, use an all-in-one shampoo and conditioner.VERBSuse 
shampoo What kind of shampoo do you use?rinse out shampoo Make sure 

you rinse the shampoo out thoroughly using clean water.shampoo + NOUNSa shampoo 
bottle He put the lid back on the shampoo bottle.PHRASESa bottle of shampoo I 
bought a bottle of shampoo.shampoo and conditioner Choose a shampoo and 

conditioner to suit your hair type. 

shape /ʃeɪp/ noun  the form that something has, for example round, square, 

triangular etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS + shapea square/rectangular/triangular etc 
shape The room was a narrow rectangular shape.a round/rounded shape The pills’ 

small rounded shape makes them easy to swallow.a heart/diamond/egg etc 
shape (=like a heart, diamond, egg etc) The paper had been cut into a diamond 
shape.a V/L etc shape He cut a little V shape in the paper.sb’s face/head/body 

shape The haircut really suits her face shape. | This dress suits all different body 
shapes.an irregular shape Some of the pots have a very irregular shape.a 
symmetrical shape (=one that is the same on each side) Her face had a perfectly 
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symmetrical shape.a distinctive shape (=one that is easy to recognize) I recognized 

him by the distinctive shape of his hat.a geometric/geometrical shape (=simple and 
regular) The design included simple geometric shapes such as squares and circles.an 

angular shape (=one with a lot of angles) His face had a strong angular shape.a two-
dimensional/2-D shape (=one that is flat) The drawings were of flat two-dimensional 
shapes.a three-dimensional/3-D shape (=one that has length, depth, and 

height) The children are learning to recognize three-dimensional shapes.VERBShave a 
... shape The cup had an unusual shape.make/create/form a ... shape Roll out the 
pastry and trim to form a heart shape.sth loses its shape The T-shirt had stretched 

and lost its shape.sth keeps/holds/retains its shape The rice retains its shape when 
cooked.PREPOSITIONSthe shape of sth You can recognize a tree by the shape of its 
leaves.in the shape of sth There was a lamp in the shape of a bird.out of 

shape (=no longer in the right shape) The wheel had been bent out of 
shape.PHRASESbe square/rectangular etc in shape The shield was triangular in 
shape.all shapes and sizes also every shape and size Pasta comes in all shapes and 

sizes. | Boats of every shape and size were in the port. 

share1 /ʃeə $ ʃer/ verb  1. to have the same opinion, feeling, or quality as 

someone elseNOUNSshare a belief/opinion It was clear that 

Jim shared her opinion.share a view He shared my view of what had been going 
on.share a feeling also share a sentiment formal I know that many people do 
not share my feelings.share sb’s values (=have the same ideas about what is right 

and wrong) The only way to change things is to elect politicians who share our 
values.share sb’s concern/enthusiasm etc (=feel the same concern, enthusiasm etc 
as someone else) I share the concern of parents about the content of some of these 

computer games.share an interest He shared her passionate interest in Indian 
culture.share a characteristic/trait Determination was 
a characteristic he shared with his mother.ADVERBSbe widely shared (=shared by a 

lot of people) This view is now widely shared.PREPOSITIONSshare sth with sb Art is 
an interest which I share with my father.2. to use or have something with someone 
elseNOUNSshare a room/bedroom My brother and I share a bedroom.share a 

house/apartment At the time, he was sharing a house with two friends.share a 
bed I’d rather sleep on the floor than share a bed with him.share a taxi Several of 
us shared taxis back to the hotel.share a stage (=act or perform with someone) For a 

year, he shared the stage with one of the country’s finest actors.PREPOSITIONSshare 
sth with sb On the school trip, I shared a room with Chloe and Georgia.3. to tell other 
people about your ideas, experiences etcNOUNSshare your experience There will be 

an opportunity for students to share their experiences.share 
information/knowledge Companies share information about customers.share 
expertise Teachers should be willing to share their expertise.share your 

thoughts/feelings/ideas I’d like to share my thoughts with you about this 
issue.share a joke Would you like to share the joke with the rest of the class?share a 
secret He desperately wanted to share his secret with her.PREPOSITIONSshare sth 

with sb Ben didn’t feel able to share his feelings with his mother.PHRASESbe 
willing/unwilling to share sth Our staff are willing to share their knowledge and 
expertise.be reluctant to share sth All governments are reluctant to share military 

intelligence. 
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share2 /ʃeə $ ʃer/ noun  1. one of the equal parts into which the ownership of a 

company is dividedVERBShave/hold/own shares A lot of the employees own 
shares in the company.invest in/buy shares The government wanted to encourage 
people to invest in shares.sell shares This isn’t a good time to sell shares.trade 

in/deal in shares (=buy and sell shares as a business) They make their money by 
trading in stocks and shares.issue shares (=make them available for sale) A firm 
can issue shares to raise money.shares rise/go up (=their value increases) The 

company’s shares rose 5.5p to 103p.shares fall/go down (=their value 
decreases) Shares fell sharply on the London Stock Market yesterday.share + 

NOUNSshare price/value The company’s share price has continued to go down.share 

ownership There has been an increase in share ownership by employees.share 
dealing (=buying and selling shares as a business) He was convicted of illegal share 
dealing.a share issue (=an occasion when a company makes new shares available for 

people to buy) Most of the money would be raised by a share issue.the share 
index (=the official public list of share prices) The FTSE 100 share index rose by 150 
points.a share certificate (=a document that shows you own particular shares) Make 

sure that you keep your share certificates in a safe place.PREPOSITIONSshares in 
sth He has shares in several companies.PHRASESstocks and shares BrE Do you have 

any investments such as stocks and shares?2. a part of something, especially the part 
that someone has or gets when it is divided between several peopleADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ sharean equal share Make sure each child gets an equal share of the cake.a 

large/significant/substantial share They must accept a large share of the 
responsibility.a small share also a modest share formal The company only has a 
small share of the market in mobile phones.a 60%/two-thirds etc share The deal 

would give British Airways a 15% share in United Airlines.a fair share (=that someone 
deserves to have) Everyone will get their fair share of the profits.market share (=the 
percentage of sales in a market that a company or product has) The company’s aim is 

to increase market share.VERBSget/receive a share Don’t worry, you’ll get your 
share of the money.give sb a share I gave them my share of the bill and left.have a 
share They gave employees the chance to have a share in the profits.increase your 

share They have increased their share of the market by 20%.do your share (=do part 
of something) I do my share of the housework.account for a share (=form it) Sports 
shoes account for a large share of the footwear market.be entitled to a share (=you 

should be allowed to have it) You may be entitled to a share of your ex-husband’s 
pension.PREPOSITIONSa share in sth Anna’s share in her grandfather’s will was 
£10,000.a share of sth He couldn’t pay his share of the rent.PHRASESthe lion’s 

share (=most of something) The youngest child always gets the lion’s share of its 
mother’s attention. 

sharp /ʃɑːp $ ʃɑːrp/ adjective  1. having a very thin edge or pointNOUNSa sharp 

knife Remove the peel from an orange using a sharp knife.a sharp 
blade The blade was so sharp it could cut through bone.sharp teeth This dinosaur had 
big sharp teeth.a sharp spike/spine The turtle has sharp spikes around the edge of 

its shell.a sharp edge Crystals have sharp edges.a sharp point He drew a line in the 
sand with the sharp point of his spear.a sharp pencil He drew the details on the map 
with a sharp pencil.a sharp tool Early men made sharp tools out of rocks.a sharp 

rock There are sharp rocks just under the water.a sharp stick He poked my arm with 
a sharp stick.ADVERBSwickedly sharp The fish opened its mouth and I saw 
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its wickedly sharp teeth.THESAURUS: sharprazor-

sharpteeth | blade | edgeextremely sharp:Sharks have razor-sharp  

teeth. | The razor-sharp blade cut through his flesh. | He fingered the razor-sharp  

edge of his knife.pointedteeth | chin | hat | shoes | stickending in a point:Mice 

have small pointed teeth. | Witches are usually drawn wearing pointed hats. | They dig  

using pointed sticks.jaggededge | hole | piece | rock | peak | mountainhaving an 

irregular edge with a lot of sharp points:He cut his finger on the jagged edge of a piece 

of metal. | The bomb had torn a jagged hole in the wall. | The floor was covered 

with jagged pieces of glass. | Their little boat was dashed against jagged 

rocks. | Ahead, they could see the outline of a jagged 

peak.spikyleaves | plant | hairhaving a lot of sharp points, or ending in a sharp  

point:The plant has spiky leaves. | She had pink spiky hair and wore crazy 

clothes.pricklybush | plant | leavescovered in a lot of small sharp points. Prickly is  

used mainly about plants:She fell off her bicycle and landed in a prickly bush. | Most  

types of holly have prickly leaves.serratededge | blade | knifea serrated edge on a  

saw or knife has a lot of sharp points on it:It’s best to use a knife with a serrated  

edge. | The serrated blade required no sharpening. | Cut the cake into three layers  

using a serrated knife. Ways of saying that something is not sharpYou  

use blunt when saying that a knife, pencil, or tool is not sharp: She tried to cut the  

rope, but the knife was blunt. Blunt is also used in the phrase a blunt  

instrument (= a heavy object that is not sharp, especially one that is used as a  

weapon): The man was attacked with a blunt instrument.You use dull about a knife  

or blade which is not sharp: The blade was dull – she would have to sharpen  

it. 2. sudden and greatNOUNSa sharp increase/rise There has been a sharp 

increase in crime.a sharp drop/fall/decline There was a sharp fall in the birth rate 
during the First World War.a sharp pain She felt a sharp pain in her leg.a sharp 

bend/turn/angle He slowed down before the sharp bend.a sharp crack I heard 
a sharp crack as the wind tore a branch from a tree. 

sharply /ˈʃɑːpli $ ˈʃɑːr-/ adverb  1. suddenly and by a large 

amountVERBSrise/increase sharply The value of your investments has risen 
sharply in recent years.fall/drop sharply also decline sharply formal Oil prices fell 
sharply. | The prime minister’s popularity declined sharply following the 

scandal.sharply reduce/cut sth The new measures could sharply reduce pollution 
from road traffic.deteriorate sharply (=quickly get much worse) The quality of these 
services has deteriorated sharply in recent years.2. in a way that makes differences 

very easy to noticeVERBScontrast sharply (=very much) Our rail system contrasts 
sharply with the efficient and affordable systems found in northern Europe.differ 
sharply Opinions on the importance of sport differ sharply between men and 
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women.ADJECTIVESsharply divided Opinion is sharply divided on the issue of private 

education.3. in a way that shows great disapprovalVERBSsharply criticize sb/sth A 
government report sharply criticized the standard of care in some 

hospitals.ADJECTIVESsharply critical Some of the president’s Democratic colleagues 
have been sharply critical of his views on unemployment 

shatter /ˈʃætə $ -ər/ verb  1. to completely ruin something such as someone’s 

beliefs or lifeADVERBScompletely/totally shatter sth The news has completely 

shattered his hopes of competing internationally.rudely/abruptly shatter sth (=in a 
sudden and shocking way) This book rudely shatters the image of the honourable 
soldier.brutally shatter sth (=in a cruel way) The attacks brutally shattered America’s 

belief in its ability to defend itself.shatter sth irrevocably/irretrievably (=so badly 
that it can never exist again) He knew the injury had shattered his 
career irrevocably.NOUNSshatter sb’s hopes Their hopes for the future had been 

shattered by the war.shatter sb’s confidence Public confidence in the government 
has been shattered.shatter a dream (=make it impossible for someone to achieve or 
get something they want) An injury shattered his dream of taking part in the 

Olympics.shatter sb’s illusions (=make someone realize that their beliefs are 
wrong) I hate to shatter your illusions, but he lied to you.shatter an image (=make 

people realize that the idea they have about something is wrong) The book shattered 
the image of the contented American housewife.shatter a myth (=show that an idea 
was completely wrong) Her research shattered many myths about the differences 

between men and women.shatter the calm/peace of sth The explosion shattered the 
calm of a Sunday afternoon in the village.2. to break into a lot of pieces, or to make 
something do thisPHRASESshatter into pieces The mirror shattered into a thousand 

pieces.ADVERBScompletely shatter The car windscreen completely 

shattered.THESAURUS: shatter→ break1 (1)  

shave /ʃeɪv/ verb  to cut off hair very close to the skin, especially from the face, 

using a razorNOUNSshave yourself He shaved himself in front of the mirror.shave 
your beard/moustache He shaved his beard and cut his hair.shave your head Karl 
had shaved his head.shave your legs She showered and shaved her legs.shave your 

chest The nurse shaved his chest in preparation for the operation.shave your 
underarms/armpits She took a shower 
and shaved her underarms.PREPOSITIONS/ADVERBSshave sth off He had shaved 

off his beard.PHRASEScut yourself shaving Brian 

had cut himself shaving.THESAURUS: shave→ cut1 (1)  

shed1 /ʃed/ noun  a building where something is stored or a particular type of 

work is doneADJECTIVES/NOUNS + sheda wooden shed There was a wooden shed at 
the bottom of the garden.a storage shed The steel was kept in a storage shed.a 

packing shed In the packing shed, fruit is waiting to be washed and packed.a tool 
shed (=one where you keep tools) He went to the tool shed to get a spade.a garden 
shed BrE They keep the lawnmower in the garden shed.a potting shed BrE (=one 

where you keep seeds, tools for gardening etc)a bicycle/bike shed Danny was waiting 
by the school bike sheds.an engine/locomotive shed (=one where railway engines 
are kept) There were a lot of old steam engines in the engine shed.a cow shed The 

farm had several barns and a cow shed.a coal shed There was an old coal shed at the 
back of the house.PREPOSITIONSin a shed What’s in the shed? 
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shed2 /ʃed/ verb  to get rid of something that you no longer need or 

wantNOUNSshed jobs/workers/staff Many local businesses have been forced to shed 
workers.shed weight (=lose weight from your body) Doing exercise is the best way 
to shed surplus weight.shed pounds/kilos (=to lose an amount of weight) I needed 

to shed a few pounds.shed an image (=change people’s opinion about someone or 
something) Has the tobacco industry finally shed its negative image?shed your 
inhibitions (=stop worrying about what other people will think of your 

behaviour) When people drink alcohol, they begin to shed their inhibitions. 

sheep /ʃiːp/ noun (plural sheep)  a farm animal that is kept for its wool and its 

meatPHRASESa flock/herd of sheep (=a group) A flock of sheep had wandered onto 

the road.a breed of sheep (=a type of sheep) We have some rare breeds of sheep on 
the farm.VERBSkeep/raise/rear sheep Most farmers here rear sheep.a sheep 
grazes (=it eats grass that is growing) Sheep were grazing on the hillside.a sheep 

bleats (=makes a noise) We could hear sheep bleating in the field.tend sheep (=care 
for them) She helps her father tend the sheep.shear a sheep (=cut off its 
wool) The sheep are sheared in summer.sheep + NOUNSa sheep farm He works on 

a sheep farm.a sheep farmer Sheep farmers try to protect their sheep from dogs and 
foxes.sheep farming The land is mostly used for sheep farming.sheep dip (=a 
chemical or bath that kills insects living in a sheep’s wool) Sheep dip contains some 

highly toxic chemicals.sheep shearing (=the process of cutting off sheep’s wool) Farm 
visitors are able to watch sheep shearing.sheep droppings (=solid waste from a 
sheep’s body) The field was full of sheep droppings. 

sheet /ʃiːt/ noun  1. a piece of something flatADJECTIVESa blank/clean 

sheet (=paper with nothing on it) He stared at the blank sheet of paper in front of 
him.a folded sheet She pulled a folded sheet of paper from her pocket.a thin/thick 

sheet The container is reinforced with thick sheets of metal.PHRASESa sheet of 
paper/newspaper/card Have you got a sheet of paper I can use?a sheet of 
notepaper/writing paper She took a sheet of writing paper and wrote ‘Dear John’.a 

sheet of glass/plastic/metal etc A sheet of glass had been placed over the case.a 
sheet of lead/steel etc The container was then covered with a thin sheet of steel.a 
sheet of plywood/hardboard Sheets of plywood were used to board up the 

windows.THESAURUS: sheet→ piece2. a large piece of thin cloth that you put on 

a bed to lie on or lie underADJECTIVESfresh/clean sheets He put clean sheets on the 

spare bed.crisp sheets (=clean, fresh, and new) The bed was made up 
with crisp white sheets.a crumpled sheet The sheets were crumpled as if someone 
had slept in them.a cotton/silk/satin sheet There were white cotton sheets on the 

bed.the top/bottom sheet She pulled the top sheet up over her face.a single 
sheet (=for a bed in which one person can sleep) There were 
two single cotton sheets.a double sheet (=for a bed in which two people can 

sleep) You’ll need a double sheet and a duvet cover.a fitted sheet (=one that 
stretches at the corners to make it fit closely to the bed) He put a fitted sheet on the 
bed.VERBSchange the sheets (=take dirty sheets off a bed and put clean ones 

on) I change the sheets every week.tuck in a sheet (=push a sheet under the edge of 
the bed) Grandma always tucks the sheets in really tightly.put a sheet on the 
bed I’ve put some fresh sheets on the bed.NOUNS + sheeta bed sheet The curtains 

matched the bed sheets.PREPOSITIONSbetween the sheets (=in bed) She 
lay between the sheets unable to sleep 
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shelf /ʃelf/ noun  a long flat piece of wood or other material fastened to a wall or 

frame, that you put things onADJECTIVES/NOUNS + shelfthe top/bottom/middle 
shelf There was a photograph of her graduation on the top shelf of the bookcase. | I 
banged my knee against the bottom shelf. | There’s room for that vase on the middle 

shelf.a glass/wooden shelf I put my watch on the glass shelf above the 
sink.VERBSput sth on a shelf/ take sth off a shelf I put the book back on the 
shelf.sit on a shelf (=be on a shelf) The bottle has been sitting on my shelf for 

weeks.put up/build shelves I’m going to put up some new shelves in the 
kitchen.stack shelves (=put food products on a shelf in a store) He works in a 
supermarket stacking shelves.the shelves are filled with sth The shelves in his office 

are filled with books.line the shelves (=be in a neat row on a shelf) Jars containing 
herbs and spices lined the kitchen shelves.shelf + NOUNSshelf space (=the amount of 
room on a shelf) I got rid of those old magazines because I needed more shelf 

space.shelf life (=the length of time a product can be kept before it becomes too old 
to sell or use) Chocolate bars have a shelf life of about nine months.PREPOSITIONSon a 
shelf The glasses are on the top shelf. 

shell /ʃel/ noun  the hard outer part that covers and protects an egg, nut, or the 

body of some creaturesADJECTIVESa hard/soft shell The nuts have 
a hard shiny shell.a thick/thin shell The bird’s eggs have a thick shell.an outer 

shell He cracked open the walnut’s outer shell.a protective shell Most insects cannot 
get inside the nut’s thick protective shell.VERBSbreak open/crack open a shell The 
monkeys learnt how to break open palm nut shells with a rock.prise open a 

shell BrE pry open a shell AmE (=force it to open using a tool) He expertly prised 
open the oyster shell.NOUNS + shella coconut/peanut etc shell The floor of the bar 
was littered with peanut shells. | Coconut shells are covered in fine hairs.a snail 

shell The ground was covered in snail shells. Seashell and eggshell are usually  

written as one word.  

shelter /ˈʃeltə $ -ər/ noun  1. protection from danger or from weatherVERBStake 

shelter (=go into a place where you are protected from something) When it started 
raining, they took shelter in a cave.find shelter He slept wherever he could find 

shelter.seek shelter formal (=try to find shelter) They sought shelter under the 
trees.run for shelter The residents were running for shelter from the 
bombing.give/provide shelter also afford shelter formal The trees gave shelter from 

the wind.PREPOSITIONSshelter from sth Animals were trying to find shelter from the 
storm.the shelter of sth We were grateful for the shelter of a small cave.2. a building 
or other structure that gives protection from danger or weatherADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ sheltera temporary shelter The huts were used by climbers as a temporary 
shelter from bad weather.a makeshift shelter (=made from any materials that are 
available) Old pieces of wood had been used to build a makeshift shelter.a 

crude/rough shelter (=built quickly and without skill) Someone had made a crude 
shelter against the wall.a bomb shelter/air-raid shelter (=protecting people from 
bombs dropped by planes) There’s a large bomb shelter beneath the apartment 

building. | Our air-raid shelter was a metal shed at the bottom of the garden.a 
fallout/nuclear shelter (=protecting people from the harmful effects of a nuclear 
bomb) People were encouraged to build fallout shelters inside their 
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homes.VERBSbuild/make/construct a shelter We can cut off a few branches 

to make a rough shelter 

shelve /ʃelv/ verb  THESAURUS > cancel 

shift AC noun  1. a change in the way people think about something, in the way 

something is done etcADJECTIVESa big/major shift There has been a big shift in 
people’s attitudes to marriage.a significant/marked shift (=big and 

noticeable) There was a significant shift in government policy on education.a 
fundamental shift (=a complete change) The 1960s saw a fundamental shift in 
attitudes to sex.a sudden shift She hated his sudden shifts of mood.a dramatic 

shift (=a big and sudden change) There needs to be a dramatic shift in behaviour if we 
are to tackle climate change.a small/slight/subtle shift The opinion polls showed 
a slight shift in people’s views about the president.a gradual shift There has been 

a gradual shift of power.a discernible/perceptible shift formal (=only small but big 
enough to notice) There has been a discernible shift in the manager’s priorities 
recently.an irreversible shift (=causing a permanent change) The scandal caused 

an irreversible shift in the public’s perception of politicians.a cultural shift We all know 
there were cultural shifts in the 1960s that significantly changed our society.NOUNS 

+ shifta policy shift Increasing violent crime led to a policy shift on gun 

ownership.VERBSmark/represent a shift The idea represents a dramatic shift in 
healthcare policy.cause/produce a shift also bring about a shift The 
recession brought about a shift in people’s views on the 

environment.see/detect/notice a shift Some commentators detect a shift in the 
government’s attitude.PREPOSITIONSa shift in sth Has there been a shift in American 
attitudes towards Russia?a shift towards/toward sth We’re seeing a shift 

towards buying goods online.a shift away from sth There has been a huge shift away 

from the postal system as our main means of communication.THESAURUS: 

shift→ change22. a part of a working day in a factory, hospital 

etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS + shiftthe night/day shift She worked on the night shift in a 

busy hospital. | It was 8 a.m. and staff were just arriving for the day shift.the 
morning/afternoon/evening shift All the machines are cleaned at the end of 
every afternoon shift.the early/late shift Nobody wants to do the late shift.a 10-

hour/12-hour etc shift The nurses are sometimes asked to work 12-hour shifts.the 
graveyard shift informal (=a shift that begins late at night or very early in the 
morning) He chose to work the graveyard shift because the pay was better.a double 

shift (=when someone works two shifts one after the other) He is only halfway through 
a 16-hour double shift.VERBSwork/do a shift Some doctors work very 
long shifts.finish a shift I had just finished a 10-hour shift and was exhausted.change 

shifts (=when one person’s shift finishes as another person’s starts) The only time the 
factory is busy is when workers are changing shifts.work in shifts (=work for a period 
of time, before another person takes over your work) Rescue workers worked in 

shifts to clear the rubble.shift + NOUNSshift work/working (=working shifts) Many 
healthcare jobs involve shift work.a shift worker The meetings are at different times 
so that shift workers have an opportunity to attend.a shift system (=a system in 

which people work shifts) A shift system was introduced in the department last year.a 
shift pattern (=the way that shifts are organized) They keep changing the shift 
pattern at the factory.a shift supervisor We told our shift supervisor about the 

problem. 
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shine /ʃaɪn/ verb  to produce bright lightADVERBSshine brightly The sun shone 

brightly in the sky.PHRASESshine in sb’s eyes (=shine in a way that makes it difficult 

for someone to see things) That lamp’s shining in my eyes.THESAURUS: shineTO 

PRODUCE LIGHTflashto shine brightly for a very short time, or to shine on and off very  

quickly many times:Lightning flashed across the sky. | The police car’s lights were 

flashing.glareto shine with a very strong light which hurts your eyes:The sun glared in  

her eyes.flickerto shine with an unsteady light – used about a flame or light:The 

candle flickered and went out.twinkleif stars or lights twinkle, they shine in the dark in  

a way that seems to change from bright to faint, especially because you are a long way 

away from them:The stars were twinkling in the night sky. | The harbour lights  

twinkled in the distance.glow especially literaryto shine with a warm soft light:Lights  

glowed in the windows.blaze literaryto shine very brightly:The lights of the factory  

were still blazing.TO SHINE BY REFLECTING LIGHTsparkle/glitterif something sparkles,  

it shines with many small bright points when light is on it:The sea sparkled in the 

sunlight. | Jewels glittered around her neck.gleamto shine by reflecting the light –  

used especially about smooth clean surfaces, or about someone’s eyes or teeth:She 

polished the silver plates until they gleamed. | Outside was a gleaming new sports  

car. | His blue eyes gleamed with amusement.glintto shine with quick flashes of  

light:The knife glinted in the sunlight.glisten literaryto shine – used about wet or oily  

surfaces. Used especially when saying that someone’s eyes are full of tears, or  

someone’s skin is covered in sweat:As they were leaving, her eyes glistened with  

tears. | His forehead was glistening with sweat. | The wet chairs glistened in the 

afternoon sun.catch the lightif something catches the light, it shines because it is  

reflecting light:Her diamond ring caught the light.  

shiny /ˈʃaɪni/ adjective  having a smooth bright surfaceNOUNSshiny 

shoes/boots The boy was wearing shiny new shoes.shiny hair/fur Her hair was long 
and shiny.shiny teeth/lips/eyes When he smiled you could see 

his shiny gold teeth.shiny skin/face/nose/forehead His face was shiny with 
sweat.shiny paper/plastic/metal/leather The plane’s wings were made of shiny 
metal.a shiny suit The salesman was wearing a shiny silk suit.a shiny car The man 

got out of a shiny red sports car.a shiny surface I looked at my reflection in the shiny 
surface of the table.a shiny object Crows like picking up shiny objects.shiny 
leaves The plant has big shiny leaves.a shiny apple He picked a shiny red apple off 

the tree.PHRASESall shiny and new The floor was all shiny and new.THESAURUS: 

shinyglossyhair | fur | leaves | magazine | brochure | advertisement | pages |

 photograph | cover | paper | surfaceglossy hair, fur, or leaves look shiny and 

healthy. Glossy magazines and books use expensive shiny paper:The shampoo is  

supposed to make your hair glossy. | The dog’s fur was all glossy. | The 

plant’s leaves were still glossy. | She was looking at the pictures in a glossy  

magazine. | There was a pile of glossy brochures advertising skiing vacations on the 
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table. | His face was all over the glossy cover of the magazine. | The printer uses  

special paper which has a glossy surface on one 

side.sleekfur | body | shape | lines | curves | car | planeshiny and smooth in a  

way that looks very attractive:He stroked the cat’s sleek fur. | I looked at  

the sleek brown bodies resting beside the pool. | The picture emphasizes the 

building’s sleek modern lines (=its smooth shiny shape). | She arrived in a sleek white  

sports car. | A small jet waited like a sleek silver bird beside the 

runway.silkyfabric | material | texture | dress | hair | skinvery soft and smooth to  

touch, like silk:Her jacket was made of a smooth silky fabric. | Fernando stroked her  

long silky hair. | The lotion leaves your skin feeling nice and silky after a  

massage.gleamingteeth | smile | eyes | hair | car | motorcycle | building | floor

 | walls | glass | wood | sand | gold | silver | paintworkvery shiny and clean –  

used especially about something that has just been cleaned or polished, or when 

someone looks happy or excited:I could see 

his gleaming white teeth. | Her eyes were gleaming with amusement. | A gleaming 

motorcycle stood parked outside the bar. | The capital is full of gleaming new 

office buildings. | The tourist brochures show mile after mile  

of gleaming white sand. Collocations with words meaning shinyWith all these  

words, often the next word is a colour: shiny black shoes glossy brown hair a  

sleek white sports  

car gleaming white teeth glistening literaryskin | hair | eyes | body | dropsomethi

ng that is glistening is shiny, especially because it is wet:I recognized his  

dark glistening skin. | The beach was covered in glistening bodies. | A glistening  

drop of water fell off the branch. | His shoulders were glistening with sweat. | Her  

eyes were glistening with 

tears.lustrous literaryhair | eyes | lips | pearls | sheen | surfaceshining in a soft  

gentle way which looks very attractive:She pushed back her lustrous dark  

brown hair. | His eyes were dark and lustrous. | The necklace was made of lustrous  

pearls. | The marble walls had a lustrous sheen (=a shiny smooth surface). | The fabric  

has a smooth lustrous surface.dulleyes | surfacenot shiny or bright – used about  

things that should be shiny:They stared at him with dull eyes. | The oil helps restore  

the shine to a dull surface.matt/mattepaint | paper | surface | finishmatt paint  

and paper is specially designed not to be shiny:Some people think matt paint looks  

better. | I printed the photos on matte paper. | The paint gives a smooth matt  

finish (=a surface that is not shiny).  

ship /ʃɪp/ noun [C]  a large boat used for carrying people or goods across the 

seaNOUNS + shipa passenger ship (=one that carries people) The ‘Titanic’ was the 
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world’s biggest and most expensive passenger ship.a cruise ship (=a large ship that 

people have holidays on) Visit the ancient temples and the tombs of the Pharaohs as 
your cruise ship sails down the Nile to Luxor.a cargo ship/merchant ship (=one that 

carries goods) A cargo ship carrying nuclear waste was refused permission to dock.a 
container ship (=one that carries goods in special containers which can be put on 
trucks) The goods are brought from China on massive container 

ships. Battleship and warship are written as one word. ship + VERBSa ship sails 

somewhere A big ship sailed into the harbour.a ship carries sth The ship was 
carrying over a thousand tons of oil.a ship arrives/docks somewhere (=it stops at a 

port) The ship docked at Southampton.a ship takes on sb/sth The ship took on more 
passengers at the next port.a ship unloads its cargo I went down to the harbour to 
see the ships unloading their cargo.a ship sinks/goes down The ship sank when it hit 

an iceberg.VERBS + shipsail the ship He sailed the ship around the world.steer a 
ship (=control the direction of a ship) I steered the ship out into the 
ocean.anchor/moor a ship (=tie it somewhere so that it does not move) We 

anchored the ship a few hundred yards from the shore.name a ship They named the 
ship the ‘Queen Mary’.abandon ship (=leave the ship, because you are in a dangerous 
situation) The captain gave the order to abandon ship.PREPOSITIONSby ship Most of 

the wine is sent by ship.PHRASESa ship sets sail/puts to sea (=it starts a 
journey) The ship set sail for the New World.a ship runs/goes aground (=it gets 
stuck in shallow water) The ship ran aground off the coast of Italy.go on board/go 

aboard a ship (=get on it) We waited to go on board the ship.THESAURUS: 

shipSHIPS THAT CARRY PEOPLElinera large ship that sails long distances across the 

ocean:They crossed the Atlantic on an ocean liner. | A big liner was preparing to enter  

the port.ferrya ship that makes short regular journeys between two places:The ferry  

operates daily between Hull and Zeebrugge.SHIPS THAT CARRY GOODScontainer shipa 

ship that carries goods in special containers which can be put on trucks:The toys are 

brought over on big container ships.oil tankera ship that carries oil:The oil tanker  

sank off the coast of Alaska, causing a lot of environmental damage.supertankera 

very large ship that carries oil:Supertankers can carry hundreds of thousands of tons of  

crude oil.freightera large ship that carries goodsbargea ship that carries goods on a  

river or canalMILITARY SHIPSwarshipa military ship with guns, used in a  

warbattleshipthe largest type of ship used in war, with very big guns on itaircraft  

carriera military ship that planes can fly from or land ondestroyera small fast military  

ship with guns, often used for protecting battleshipsgunboata small fast ship with  

guns on it, often used in shallow water near a coastsubmarinea military ship that can 

stay under water:a nuclear submarineminesweepera military ship used for removing  

bombs from under water  

shirt /ʃɜːt $ ʃɜːrt/ noun  a piece of clothing that covers the upper part of your 

body and your arms, usually has a collar, and is fastened at the front by 

buttonsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + shirta clean shirt Comb your hair and put on a clean 
shirt.an open-necked shirt (=a shirt with the top button unfastened) It’s quite 
common now for men to wear an open-necked shirt with a suit.a check/checked 
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shirt also a plaid shirt AmE (=with a pattern of squares and crossed lines) I think I’ll 

wear my short-sleeve check shirt.a striped shirt The men wore business suits 
and striped shirts.a long-sleeved/long-sleeve shirt He put on a long-sleeved shirt to 

protect his arms from the sun.a short-sleeved/short-sleeve shirt I usually 
wear short-sleeved shirts in the summertime.a cotton/silk/denim etc shirt He put 
on a grey cotton shirt and loose cotton slacks.a T-shirt also a tee shirt (=a soft shirt 

with short sleeves and no collar) He put on an old tee shirt and went jogging.a dress 
shirt (=a smart shirt worn on formal occasions) I’ll pick up your tuxedo from the 
cleaners, and your dress shirt is hanging in the wardrobe.a Hawaiian shirt (=a 

colourful shirt with short sleeves and patterns of flowers or trees on it)a polo shirt (=a 
casual shirt that you pull on over your head, with a collar and buttons near the 
neck)VERBSwear a shirt He wore a checked shirt and jeans.put on a shirt I put on a 

clean shirt and went out.wash a shirt Thanks for washing my shirt, Mum.iron a 
shirt I need to iron my shirt.button up/do up your shirt He stood in front of the 
mirror, buttoning up his shirt.unbutton/undo your shirt I took off my tie 

and unbuttoned my shirt.shirt + NOUNSsb’s shirt pocket He put the ticket in his shirt 
pocket.sb’s shirt collar His suit looked old and his shirt collar was worn.sb’s shirt 
sleeves He rolled up his shirt sleeves.PHRASESa shirt and tie I have to wear a shirt 

and tie to work.be in shirt sleeves (=not wearing a jacket) The mayor was dressed 
informally in shirt sleeves. 

shock1 /ʃɒk $ ʃɑːk/ noun  1. a strong feeling of surprise, especially because of 

something unpleasantADJECTIVESa big/great shock It was a big shock when he lost 
his job.a terrible/awful shock Her death was a terrible shock to everyone.a 
complete/total shock No one expected the factory to close – it was a complete 

shock.a nasty shock especially BrE (=very unpleasant and upsetting) Come and sit 
down. You’ve had a nasty shock.the initial shock (=the shock when something first 
happens) After the initial shock when she discovered she was pregnant, she soon got 

used to the idea.NOUNS + shockculture shock (=the feeling of being confused or 
anxious when you visit a place that is very different from what you are used to) Moving 
to London was a bit of a culture shock after ten years of living in the 

country.VERBSget/have a shock I got a shock when I saw how thin he had 
become.give sb a shock Oh! You gave me quite a shock.get over/recover from a 
shock He hasn’t got over the shock of losing his job yet.lessen a shock (=make it less 

strong) Knowing that someone is going to die does not lessen the shock when it 
happens.shock + NOUNSshock tactics (=ways of attracting people’s attention by 
shocking them) The latest advertisement uses shock tactics to get people to drive more 

safely.shock value (=an interesting quality that something has because it is 
shocking) A lot of the things he did were for shock value.a shock 
decision/announcement/defeat etc (=one that was not expected) His shock 

resignation surprised everyone.PREPOSITIONSshock at sth Neighbours expressed 
their shock at the murder.the shock of sth The shock of the burglary could have 
caused her death.in shock (=shocked) I’m in shock – I can’t believe this has 

happened.with a shock She realized with a shock that he was dead.PHRASESa 
feeling/sense of shock He realized with a sense of shock that he had been 
shot.come as a shock also be a bit of a shock BrE especially spoken (=be very 

unexpected) The collapse of the company came as a shock to us all. | I wasn’t 
expecting to win, so it was a bit of a shock.be a shock to the system (=be strange 
because you are not used to something) Having to work full-time again was quite a 
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shock to the system.be in for a shock (=be likely to have a shock) Anyone who thinks 

that bringing up children is easy is in for a shock.be in a state of shock also be in 
deep shock (=be very shocked and upset) Eva left the room in a state of shock.get 

the shock of your life (=get a very big shock) He got the shock of his life when he 
found out who I was.nearly die of shock informal (=be very surprised) I nearly died 
of shock when I saw Helen at the door.2. a medical condition you get after a bad or 

frightening experienceADJECTIVESsevere shock (=serious) Many of the victims were 
suffering from severe shock.mild shock (=not very serious) She was taken to the 
hospital with symptoms of mild shock.delayed shock (=not immediately after a 

shocking event) Delayed shock can affect people in many different ways.NOUNS 

+ shockshell shock (=mental illness caused by terrible experiences fighting a 
war) Many of the soldiers who returned from the war were suffering from shell 

shock.VERBSbe in/be suffering from shock He was bleeding from the head and 
suffering from shock.go into shock A person can go into shock for many different 
reasons.treat sb for shock The driver was treated for shock and later released from 

hospital. 

shock2 /ʃɒk $ ʃɑːk/ verb  to make someone feel very surprised and upset, and 

unable to believe what has happenedADVERBSshock sb deeply The news 

had shocked him deeply.be easily shocked Don’t go see this movie if you are easily 
shocked.NOUNSshock the world At the time, his crimes shocked the world.shock the 
nation The king’s announcement shocked the nation.PHRASESbe shocked to 

hear/see sth I was shocked to hear that Pete had died.be shocked to 
find/discover/learn sth We arrived at the hotel, and were shocked to find that our 
reservation had been cancelled.have/lose the power to shock (sb) These old 

photographs still have the power to shock.be shocked into action They were shocked 
into action when a group of men with guns arrived in the area. 

shocked /ʃɒkt $ ʃɑːkt/ adjective  feeling surprised and upset by something very 

unexpected and unpleasantADVERBSdeeply shocked We are all deeply shocked by 

what’s happened.badly shocked She arrived home badly shocked but 
unharmed.genuinely shocked He sounded genuinely shocked when I told him the 
news.visibly shocked (=in a way that is easy for others to see) She was visibly 

shocked by the conditions she witnessed in the camps.NOUNSshocked silence There 
was a moment of shocked silence in the room.shocked surprise/amazement He 

smiled at her expression of shocked surprise.sb’s shocked expression/face I could 
see shocked expressions in the audience.sb’s shocked reaction We did not expect 
such a shocked reaction to the film.shocked onlookers (=people who see something 

happen and are shocked by it) The camera captured the faces of shocked 
onlookers.VERBSseem/look/appear shocked Bad news had been expected but 
people still looked shocked.sound shocked “Of course not!” he exclaimed, sounding 

shocked.PREPOSITIONSshocked at/by sth They were shocked at the 

news.THESAURUS: shockedshakenshocked because something very unpleasant  

or frightening has happened – used when the experience has made you feel weak or  

nervous:He was badly shaken by the incident. | She looked shaken by the 

news. Shaken is not used before a noun. be in a state of shockto feel shocked and 

unable to do normal things:He is still in a state of shock after the attack.horrifiedvery  
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shocked because something unpleasant or frightening has happened:She was horrified  

to discover that her son had been taking drugs. | There was a horrified look on his  

face.appalledvery shocked because you think something is very bad:I was appalled  

by his behaviour. | Emma was appalled at how he’d treated his mother. Appalled is  

not used before a noun. traumatizedso badly shocked that you are affected for a  

very long time:The children were severely traumatized by years of civil  

war.outragedextremely shocked and angry:The victim’s family were outraged at the 

short jail sentence.devastatedextremely shocked and sad – used when someone is  

extremely badly affected by something:Petra was absolutely devastated by the death  

of her daughter.stunnedso shocked that you are unable to do or say anything  

immediately:He had been stunned by the news of his friend’s sudden death. | They 

waited in stunned silence for any news.dazedvery shocked and unable to think  

clearly:He emerged from the wreck of the car, dazed but unhurt. | She had a dazed 

expression on her face.aghast /əˈɡɑːst $ əˈɡæst/shocked - a rather formal word which  

is mainly used in literary descriptions:She looked aghast at the 

suggestion. | They watched aghast as the man went up to the edge of the 

cliff. Aghast is not used before a noun.  

shocking /ˈʃɒkɪŋ $ ˈʃɑːk-/ adjective  making you feel very surprised or 

upsetADVERBSvery/deeply/profoundly shocking The news was deeply shocking for 
his family.absolutely shocking The photographs of the car after the accident were 

absolutely shocking.truly shocking This is a truly shocking situation and something 
needs to be done about it.particularly shocking His death was particularly shocking 
since the government were obviously involved in some way.VERBSfind sth 

shocking I found the case really shocking.NOUNSshocking news Anne heard 
the shocking news that Cormac O’Neill had hanged himself.a shocking waste of 

sth The scheme was a shocking waste of money.in a shocking state When we first 
arrived, the house was in a shocking state.the shocking truth about sth The media 
reported the shocking truth about the camps. 

shoe /ʃuː/ noun  something that you wear to cover your feet, made of leather or 

some other strong materialADJECTIVES/NOUNS + shoeleather/suede etc shoes He 
was wearing an old pair of leather shoes.running/jogging/training/tennis 
shoes Get yourself a good pair of running shoes if you want to take up 

running.school/work shoes The children all need new school shoes.high-heeled 
shoes You can’t walk round town all day in high-heeled shoes!flat shoes (=with no 
high heel) Flat shoes are much more comfortable for walking in.sensible shoes (=that 

are easy to walk in and do not hurt your feet) They were the kind of sensible shoes my 
mother used to make me wear.platform shoes (=with a thick base) I found an old 
pair of platform shoes from the 1970s.lace-up shoes (=fastened with laces) He bought 

a pair of brown leather lace-up shoes.black/brown etc shoes Her shoes and handbag 
were brown.VERBSwear shoes He was wearing smart black shoes.put your shoes 

on Put your shoes on and get your coat.take your shoes off They took 
off their shoes in the hallway.Don’t say put off your shoes.tie your shoes also lace up 
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your shoes He bent over to tie his shoes.slip your shoes on/off (=put them on or 

take them off quickly or gently) She slipped off her shoes and lay on the couch.kick 
your shoes off (=take them off using your feet, not your hands) Maria kicked 

off her shoes and sat down.clean/polish your shoes We used 
to clean our shoes every evening before we went to bed.shoe + NOUNSa shoe 
shop BrE a shoe store AmE There’s a shoe shop on the next corner.shoe size My son 

has the same shoe size as me.shoe polish Do you have any brown shoe 

polish? Shoelaces (=things like strings that you use for tying your shoes) are usually  

written as one word. PHRASESa pair of shoes I need a new pair of shoes.shoes and 

socks He walks around without his shoes and socks on. 

shoot /ʃuːt/ verb  to use a gun to fire bullets, or to kill or injure someone using a 

gunPHRASESshoot yourself Smith killed his boss and then shot himself.shoot sb 

dead The man was shot dead in an attempted robbery.shoot sb in the 
leg/arm/back etc The victims had been shot in the back.shoot to kill (=shoot with 
the intention of killing someone) The next time they said they would shoot to kill.shoot 

sb on sight (=as soon as you see someone) The guards have orders to shoot on 

sight anyone who tries to escape.THESAURUS: shootopen fireto start  

shooting:Nineteen students were injured after a gunman opened fire. | Troops opened 

fire on a group of unarmed demonstrators. | The colonel gave the order for the 

soldiers to open fire.firebullet | shot | rocket | missile | round | gun | rifleto shoot  

bullets from a gun, or send an explosive object towards someone or something:The 

man began firing bullets at the police. | Kendrick fired three shots at the president’s  

car. | Terrorists fired rockets into our village. | The troops began firing live 

rounds at the protesters (=they began shooting with real bullets). | Suddenly the car  

stopped, and the passenger got out and fired a Kalashnikov rifle at the police car. | As  

soon as we crossed the border, enemy troops started firing at us. | Soldiers fired 

into the crowd. | The police fired into the air to make the crowd break  

up.launchmissile | rocketto send a large rocket or missile into the air:American  

warships launched cruise missiles. | The guerrillas launched their rockets from secret  

locations.shellto fire shells (=metal containers filled with an explosive substance) at  

enemy soldiers, cities etc in a war, using large guns:Border towns have been shelled  

by enemy aircraft for the past two months. | British warships began shelling German 

positions along the coast.bombardto attack a place for a long time with shells or  

bombs:Allied forces bombarded the coast prior to the 

invasion. | Troops bombarded the area with shells. | The Allied forces bombarded the 

enemy trenches for weeks. | Cromwell’s men had been bombarding the fort with their  

artillery for several days.take a potshot at sb/sthto shoot at someone or something  

without aiming very carefully:Someone tried to take a potshot at him, but hit the man 

behind instead.  
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shop /ʃɒp $ ʃɑːp/ noun  a building or part of a building where you can buy 

thingsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + shopa shop is closed/shut The shops are all closed on 
Sunday evening.a shop is open The shops are open till late on Fridays.a 
food/clothes/flower/shoe etc shop You can buy them in any good health food 

shop.high street shops BrE Many high street shops are having difficulties because of 
the recession.a local shop We get most of our things from the local shop.a corner 
shop (=a small local shop on the corner of a street in a town) The corner shop sells 

newspapers and cigarettes.a village shop The village shop is the centre of life in the 

village. Bookshop is usually written as one word. VERBS + shopbuy sth in/from a 

shop I bought the dress in a shop on Kensington High Street.go to the shops (=go 
shopping) She has gone to the shops to get some milk.wander around/look around 
the shops I spent a happy afternoon wandering around the shops.own a shop The 

shop is owned by my father.run a shop His uncle runs a fruit shop.establish/set up a 
shop The shop was established in 1922.take sth back to the shop I took the bike 
back to the shop because there was something wrong with the brakes.shop + VERBSa 

shop opens The shops open at 9.30.a shop closes/shuts The shops all close early 
today.a shop sells sth Do you know a shop that sells watch batteries?shop + NOUNSa 
shop window Shirley saw the doll in the shop window.PREPOSITIONSin the 

shops New potatoes are in the shops now.PHRASESthe man/woman in the 
shop (=the person who sells you something in a shop) The man in the shop said that 

the battery would last for at least three years. Shop is used especially in British  

English. American speakers usually say store. THESAURUS: 

shopstore especially AmEa building or place where things are sold:She’s gone to the 

store to get some sugar. | Clothes stores are facing strong competition from the 

internet. | Our local store has sold out of sugar for making jam (=they do not have any  

more sugar left).boutiquea small shop that sells fashionable clothes or other  

objects:She owns a little boutique which specializes in bath products. | There are lots  

of smart boutiques near the Royal Opera House.salona place where you can get your  

hair cut, dyed etc, or you can have beauty treatments:She works in a hair salon. | It is  

worth going to a beauty salon to have your make-up done for the 

wedding.superstore BrEa very large shop, especially one that is built outside the 

centre of a city:Out-of-town superstores have taken business away from shops in the 

city centre.department storea very large shop that is divided into several big parts,  

each of which sells one type of thing, such as clothes, furniture, or kitchen 

equipment:He went around all the big department stores on Oxford  

Street.supermarket also grocery store AmEa very large shop that sells food, drinks,  

and things that people need regularly in their homes:Supermarkets have cut down the 

number of plastic bags they distribute by 50%.garden centre BrE nursery especially  

AmEa place that sells a wide range of plants, seeds, and things for your garden:Your  

local garden centre can advise you on which plants to grow.outlet formala place that  

sells things, especially things from a particular company or things of a particular  
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type:The book is available from most retail outlets.marketan area, usually outdoors,  

where people buy and sell many different types of things:I usually buy our vegetables  

at the market – they’re much cheaper there.mall especially AmEa large area where 

there are a lot of shops, especially a large building:A new restaurant has opened at the 

mall. | We used to hang around together at the mall. | They are planning to build a  

huge shopping mall.strip mall AmEa row of shops built together, with a large area for  

parking cars in front of it:Strip malls can seem rather impersonal.  

shopping /ˈʃɒpɪŋ $ ʃɑː-/ noun  the activity of going to shops or using websites to 

buy thingsVERBSgo shopping We went shopping and I bought a new skirt.do the 
shopping/do some shopping etc I need to do some 

shopping tomorrow.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + shoppingweekly shopping She does 
her weekly shopping in the supermarket.grocery/food shopping I do my grocery 
shopping online.clothes shopping My husband doesn’t enjoy clothes 

shopping.Christmas shopping Have you done all your Christmas 
shopping?internet/online shopping The growth of internet shopping has affected 
many high street stores.home shopping (=buying things at home, for example from a 

website or catalogue) The home shopping market has grown enormously thanks to 
online retailing.window shopping (=when you look at goods in shop windows but do 

not intend to buy anything) It was just window shopping – I couldn’t really afford to 
buy anything.shopping + NOUNSa shopping list (=a list of what you need to buy, 
especially of food) Always take a shopping list so you are not tempted to buy things you 

do not need.a shopping mall also a shopping centre BrE (=building with many 
shops in it) We drove to a big out-of-town shopping mall.a shopping 
expedition/trip I took him on a shopping trip for his birthday.a shopping 

spree (=when you buy a lot of things) She went on a shopping spree with her parents’ 
credit card. 

shore /ʃɔː $ ʃɔːr/ noun  the land along the edge of a large area of water such as 

an ocean or lakeVERBSswim to the shore She began to swim to the shore.reach the 

shore We finally reached the shore.PREPOSITIONSon the shore She stood on the 
shore and waved.along the shore They walked hand in hand along the shore.on the 
shores of a sea/ocean/lake etc The holiday resort is on the shores of the 

Mediterranean.on shore (=on the land, not on a ship) We had a couple of hours on 
shore.off shore (=away from the coast) The island is about three miles off shore.a 

hundred metres/a couple of miles etc from the shore We could see a boat about 

a mile from the shore.THESAURUS: shorecoastthe land next to the sea:He 

lives on the south coast. | The Draugen oil field lies off the west coast of Norway. | The 

east coast of the United States was hit by a hurricane.beachan area of sand or small  

stones at the edge of the sea or a lake:Visitors come for the island’s golden 

beaches. | the sound of waves on a sandy beach | The hotel has its own private  

beach. | The long white beach was empty. | There was a small pebble beach. | How 

about a day at the beach? | I feel like going to the beach for a few days.the 

seashorethe land at the edge of the sea, consisting of sand or rocks:He walked with  

her along the seashore. | You can hear the waves breaking on the seashore.the 
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seaside BrEthe areas or towns next to the sea where people go to enjoy 

themselves:We went on day trips to the seaside. | Brighton is a famous a seaside 

town. | a popular seaside resort (=a place where many people go for their  

holiday) | Oh I do love to be beside the seaside (=next to the sea - this is also a line 

from a well-known song).bankthe land along the side of a river:a journey along the 

banks of the River Ganges | He swam over to the other bank. | The river burst its  

banks.the waterfrontthe part of a town or an area of land next to the sea, a river etc  

– used especially when talking about buildings near the water:The restaurant is  

down on the waterfront. | There is a waterfront bar in Montreal called “The 

Neptune”.the waterside also the lakeside the riversidethe area at the edge of a  

lake, river etc:The mountains almost come down to the waterside. | We stayed in a  

rented villa on the lakeside. | A number of barges were hidden in the trees along the 

riverside. | There are beautiful riverside views.  

short /ʃɔːt $ ʃɔːrt/ adjective  1. not continuing for a long timeNOUNSa short 

time I lived in Canada for a short time.a short period (of time) She returned to work 
after a short period of time.a short holiday/vacation/visit The family are in Florida 

for a short vacation.a short journey/trip Cycling is good for short journeys in city 
areas.a short walk/drive/flight It’s only a short walk to the beach.a short 

break/pause/delay Let’s take a short break for lunch.a short course The college 
offers short courses in design.a short life/career In his short life, he published eleven 
volumes of poetry.the shortest route/way We went by the shortest possible route.a 

short sentence (=a short period in prison as a punishment) He received a short 
sentence because it was his first offence.VERBSget shorter Winter is coming and the 
days are getting shorter.keep sth short There’s not much time, so 

I’ll keep it short.ADVERBSrelatively/comparatively short (=rather short) The city’s 
population rose from 100,000 to 1 million in a relatively short period.PHRASESin/after 
a short while especially spoken (=in or after a short period of time) He will be back in 

a short while.in a short space of time (=used when a lot happens or someone does a 
lot in a short period of time) Students have to learn a vast amount of information in a 
short space of time.in the short term (=in the near future) The situation is unlikely to 

improve in the short term.in a few short weeks/months/years (=used when saying 
that something seems to happen very quickly) In a few short years the children will all 
have grown up.at short notice (=you are only told about something a short time 

before it happens) The meeting was cancelled at short notice.short and 
sweet especially spoken (=short in a way that is good) She was feeling tired, so we 

kept our visit short and sweet.THESAURUS: 

shortbriefperiod | moment | instant | look | glimpse | visit | stay | appearanc

e | pause | silence | smilelasting only for a short time. Brief is more formal  

than short:There was a brief period of calm. | Fans caught a brief glimpse of the 

singer as he came out of his hotel (=they saw him for a short time). | The president  

will make a brief visit to Mexico. | She makes a brief appearance in the film. | There 

was a brief pause before he answered. Brief or short?Brief is more formal, and is  
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often used about things that are very short. With some words, brief is more common  

than short. You usually say a brief moment/glimpse/appearance. You always  

say a brief instant (not a ‘short’  

one). quicklook | glance | check | wash | shower | bath | visit | meal | drink | 

response | waytaking only a short time to do something:He had a quick look at the 

map. | I had a quick glance at my watch. | Is there time for a quick shower? | We can 

have a quick meal at the airport. | The quickest way is by  

bus.temporaryaccommodation | home | shelter | job | work | employment | sol

ution | measureonly expected to continue for a short time and not permanent:The 

family are living in temporary accommodation until the work is completed. | Ben found 

a temporary job for the summer. | When the government bought the bank, this was  

intended to be a temporary measure (=a temporary way of dealing with a  

problem).short-

livedsuccess | triumph | victory | glory | joy | interest | romance | marriage | 

optimism | ceasefirelasting only for a short time, especially shorter than you 

wanted:Unfortunately, the team’s success was short-lived and they lost the next  

game. | She shocked the world with her short-lived marriage to Frank Sinatra. | The 

shelling has increased sharply since the collapse of the short-lived 

ceasefire (=agreement to stop fighting).short-

termprofits | gains | effect | benefit | solution | contract | loanused about  

something that is only expected to continue for a short time in the future:Some 

companies were only interested in short-term profits, and didn’t care about the long-

term effects on the environment. | Scientists studied the short-term effects of reduced 

sleep on the brain. | Borrowing more money is only a short-term solution to the 

country’s economic problems. | Research posts often have short-term 

contracts.fleetingmoment | instant | second | glimpse | glance | visit | appeara

nce | smile | expression | thought | impressionlasting only for an extremely short  

time:For a fleeting moment I saw his face in the mirror. | It was cloudy most of the 

time and we only had a fleeting glimpse of the sun. | They only had time for a fleeting  

visit to the islands. | The director makes a fleeting appearance at the end of the 

movie. | She had a fleeting thought that she might have made a terrible  

mistake.momentarypause | silence | lapse | hesitation | panic | confusion | ple

asure | desire | relieflasting for a very short time – used especially about feelings or  

pauses:There was a momentary pause in the conversation. | The accident was caused 

by a momentary lapse in concentration by one of the drivers (=they stopped paying  

attention for a very short time). | After only a momentary hesitation she nodded and 

said “yes, OK”. | There was a momentary panic when I thought I’d lost my 
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wallet.passingphase | fashion | fad | mention | reference | interest | thoughtlas

ting only for a short time – used especially when someone is only interested in  

something for a short time, or only mentions something very quickly:Some children  

won’t eat vegetables, but usually this is just a passing phase. | This is important – it is  

not simply a passing fad (=something that is fashionable for a short time). | He made 

only a passing reference to the other members of the team. | Even those with just  

a passing interest in sport cannot fail to have realised that a major soccer event takes  

place today. | Until then, I hadn’t given the idea of living abroad more than a passing  

thought. Passing is always used before a  

noun. ephemeral formalbeauty | nature | worldlasting only for a short time, and 

ending quickly like everything else in this world:Snow has a kind of ephemeral  

beauty. | His poetry focuses on the ephemeral nature of our existence. | In  

the ephemeral world of popular culture, people suddenly become famous and then are 

never heard of again. | His wealth proved to be 

ephemeral.ANTONYMS → long (2)2. not long in length or distanceNOUNSa short 

distance/way She lived a short distance from the school.a short piece of sth The 
papers were tied together with a short piece of string.short hair/fur Her hair was 

cut short, like a man’s.short fingers/arms/legs/body My arms are too short for this 
jacket.a short skirt/dress/jacket/coat The school did not allow girls to wear short 

skirts.short sleeves Short sleeves are cooler in summer.THESAURUS: 

shortstubbyfingers | legs | wingsshort and thick:The baby reached out  

his stubby little fingers. | Sparrows are small birds with stubby wings and they can’t fly  

very far.ANTONYMS → long (1)3. consisting of only a few pages, words, or 

lettersNOUNSa short book/article/report/essay His short book, ‘The Problems of 

Philosophy’, is an excellent introduction to the subject.a short 
speech/talk/statement The company issued a short statement apologizing for any 
inconvenience.a short word/phrase/name/title His films usually have short titles.a 

short description Write a short description of the main character in the story.a short 
answer The short answer is ‘no’.a shorter version of sth A shorter version of this 
article appeared in the ‘Chicago Tribune’ on 27 September.a short piece (of 

writing) They have asked me to write a short piece for the school magazine.a short 
list There is a short list of restaurants in the area.VERBSkeep sth short It’s usually 

best to keep your sentences short.THESAURUS: 

shortbriefdescription | statement | mention | account | introduction | explana

tion | outline | summary | overview | history | surveyusing only a few words and 

not giving a lot of details:There is a brief description of the hotel in the 

brochure. | Police issued a brief statement saying that the case was closed. | The 

subject only receives a brief mention in his book. | Austen offers us a brief account of  

Emma’s past and present situation. | Each chapter begins with a brief  
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introduction. | Can you be brief? We don’t have a lot of time. Brief or short?Brief is  

often used when you do not give many details. Short just means “not long”.Brief is  

more common  

than short with description, statement, account, introduction, explanation, ou

tline, and summary.You say be brief, (not ‘be short’). You give something a brief  

mention, (not a ‘short’  

one). concisedescription | account | analysis | statement | summary | overvie

w | instructions | style | wayshort and clear, and with no unnecessary words or  

information:Sainte-Marie gives a concise description of the Chinese classics. | The book  

contains a concise account of the basic principles of physics. | The author provides  

a concise analysis of the country’s recent history. | He left concise instructions about  

what to do with the money after he died. | She writes in a very clear and 

concise style.succinctcomment | answer | reply | statement | language | expla

nationusing only very few words, so that the meaning of what you are saying is very  

clear:Prescott’s comments on articles about him are succinct: “I don’t read them. I  

never see them.” | I will try to keep my answers as succinct as possible. | I wish he 

would be more succinct. Concise or succinct?Concise is often used about longer  

pieces of text, for example in a book. Succinct is often used about short answers and  

comments that someone  

makes. pithydescription | comment | observation | phrase | saying | slogan | 

quoteusing only a few words, in a way that expresses something cleverly and well:His  

poems are full of sharp pithy descriptions. | It is sometimes difficult to put all your  

ideas into one pithy phrase.ANTONYMS → long (3)4. not tallNOUNSa short 

man/woman/boy/girl He was a short man of about 55.short grass The grass is 

kept short by the sheep. Short sounds very direct and not very polite. It sounds  

gentler and more polite to say that someone is not very tall: She wasn’t very tall –  

maybe about 1.60 metres. THESAURUS: 

shortsmallman | woman | boy | girl | child | tree | plant | flower | animal | do

g | horseused about someone who is short and has a small body. You also 

use small about plants, trees, and animals that are not big in size:He was a small  

man, about five feet in height. | A small woman in an apron appeared behind the 

bar. | The girl was quite small for her age (=smaller than other girls of the same 

age). | Small dogs often make a lot of  
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noise.lowhill | building | table | chair | wall | ceiling | bridge | treeused about  

things that are not high:The city is surrounded by low hills. | They sat on the floor  

around a low table. | The bird builds its nests in low trees.petitewomanused about a  

woman who is short and thin in an attractive way:Catherine was a petite woman with  

long blonde hair. | She is slim, petite, and very  

feminine.dumpywoman | girl | figure | bodyused about a short woman or girl who 

does not look attractive because she is rather fat:His wife was a short dumpy 

woman with glasses. | Agnes thought that a dumpy girl should not wear a tall  

hat.stockyman | boy | child | build | figurerather short, with a strong heavy-

looking body – used especially about men and boys:The referee was a stocky man with  

a whistle round his neck. | The police say he is of stocky build (=he has a short heavy 

body). | A stocky figure with powerful forearms stood next to the 

bar.diminutive formalfigure | size | stature | body | starshort and with a small  

body – used especially in descriptions in novels:A diminutive figure dressed in black  

entered the room. | Because of her diminutive size she was often asked to play  

children’s roles. | With his diminutive stature and mild voice, it was hard to imagine 

him threatening anyone (=short height). | The diminutive star has appeared in many 

comedy films.stuntedtrees | growth | developmentif something is stunted, it is  

short because it has been damaged or has not grown properly:All that remained of the 

forest was a few stunted trees. | Lack of calcium can result in stunted growth (=stop  

someone’s body from growing and developing).ANTONYMS → tall 

shortage /ˈʃɔːtɪdʒ $ ˈʃɔːr-/ noun  a situation in which there is not enough of 

something that people needADJECTIVESa severe/serious shortage There is a serious 
shortage of food.an acute shortage (=very bad) Hospitals are suffering from an acute 

shortage of trained medical staff.a desperate/dire shortage (=very serious and 
worrying) There is a desperate shortage of fresh drinking water.a chronic 
shortage (=very bad and existing for a long time) There is a chronic shortage of 

housing in rural areas.a growing shortage (=increasing) The country is facing a 
growing shortage of skilled workers.a general shortage (=a shortage of lots of 
different kinds of things or people) There was a general shortage of all types of goods.a 

national/nationwide shortage (=throughout a country) The education authority says 
there is a national shortage of teachers.NOUNS + shortagea water/food/housing etc 
shortage The water shortage was reaching crisis proportions.a labour/manpower 

shortage (=a shortage of people to do work) During the war, there was a 
severe labour shortage, so women began doing jobs they had never done before.a 
staff shortage (=a shortage of people to work at a particular business) The company 

blamed staff shortages for the delays.a world shortage (=a shortage all over the 
world) There is likely to be a world shortage of oil in the future.VERBSthere is a 
shortage of sth Everyone knows there is a shortage of doctors.create/cause a 

shortage Poor harvests could cause food shortages in the winter.lead to/result in a 
shortage The strike led to serious shortages of fuel in some areas.face a 
shortage (=be likely to suffer a shortage) The refugees face desperate shortages of 

food and water.ease a shortage (=make it less serious) Heavy rain has 
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helped ease the water shortages of previous years.worsen a 

shortage also exacerbate a shortage formal (=make it more serious) The low status 
of manufacturing has exacerbated the shortage of engineers.PREPOSITIONSa shortage 

of sth The shortage of drugs means that people are dying unnecessarily. 

short-term /ˈʆɔːt tɜːm/ adjective  THESAURUS > short (1) 

shot /ʃɒt $ ʃɑːt/ noun  1. an act of firing a gunVERBS + shotfire a shot The man 

fired three shots into the car.take a shot at sb (=fire a shot trying to hit 

someone) Someone took a shot at her, but missed.hear a shot Where were you when 
you heard the shot?shot + VERBSa shot hits sb/sth The shot hit Paul in the chest.a 
shot kills sb It was the second shot that killed him.a shot misses sb/sth (=doesn’t 

hit them) The first shot missed my head by inches.a shot rings out (=is 
heard) Suddenly, two shots rang out.ADJECTIVESa single shot (=just one shot) He 
died from a single shot to his heart.the fatal shot (=the shot that killed someone) It 

wasn’t clear who had fired the fatal shot.a good shot It was difficult to get a good 
shot in the dense forest.NOUNS + shota pistol/rifle shot (=from a particular type of 
gun) It sounded like a pistol shot.a warning shot (=one fired as a warning to 

someone) Police fired warning shots into the air. Gunshot (= an occasion when a gun  

is fired) is written as one word. PREPOSITIONSa shot from sth We heard two shots 

from a gun.a shot to sth He was killed by a shot to the back of the head.PHRASEStake 
a pot shot at sb/sth (=shoot at them without aiming carefully) The boy took a pot 
shot at one of the passing cars.a volley of shots (=a number of shots fired quickly) He 

fired off a volley of shots from his rifle.2. an act of kicking, throwing, or hitting a 
ballVERBS + shottake a shot He took a shot and scored.hit a shot The player hit a low 
shot into the far corner of the goal.miss a shot How could she miss such an 

easy shot?save a shot The goalkeeper saved an excellent shot from Torres.block a 
shot The shot was blocked by one of the defenders.shot + VERBSa shot 
misses The shot missed the goal.a shot goes in The crowd went wild when 

Woods’s shot went in.a shot goes wide (=it misses the goal and goes to the side of 
it) He struck the ball but his shot went wide.ADJECTIVESa great/excellent/fine 
shot Lee Fagan scored with a great shot in the final moments of the game.a 

bad/poor/terrible shot I hit some terrible shots today.an easy shot (=one that 
someone should score) It should have been an easy shot for a tall girl like Rose.a 

long/straight/low etc shot He kicked a long shot into the back of the net.3. used 
when saying how good someone is at shooting, throwing, kicking etc something at a 
targetADJECTIVESa good/great/bad/terrible etc shot After all the practice, he was 

becoming a very good shot.4. a photographVERBStake a shot First, he took some 
shots of the beach.get a shot You’ll get a better shot from over here.ADJECTIVESa 
good shot I managed to get some good shots of the runners.NOUNS + shota close-up 

shot (=which shows someone or something from very close) I want a close-up shot of 
your face.an action shot (=taken of someone while they are moving) She showed me 
some action shots of the players.a publicity shot (=for advertising something) We 

hired a photographer to take some publicity shots. Snapshot (= a photograph that  

you take quickly of someone or something, for example when you are on holiday) is  

written as one word. PREPOSITIONSa shot of sth I wanted to get a shot of our hotel. 
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should /ʃəd strongʃʊd/ modal verb negative short form shouldn’t  used to say 

what is the right or sensible thing to do: “I don’t care what people think.” “Well, you 
should.”sb should have done sth They should have called the police.sb shouldn't be 
so... He shouldn’t be so selfish.sb shouldn't be allowed to do sth/sth shouldn't be 

allowed Children shouldn’t be allowed to play in the street.why shouldn't I ... (if I 
want to)? Why shouldn’t I smoke if I want to? 

shoulder1 /ˈʃəʊldə $ ˈʃoʊldər/ noun  one of the two parts of the body at each 

side of the neck where the arm is connectedADJECTIVESbroad/wide shoulders He 
was of medium height, with broad shoulders.strong/powerful shoulders He 
had powerful shoulders and a thick neck.massive/huge shoulders He pushed the 

door open with his massive shoulders.narrow/slim shoulders Her dark hair spilled 
over her narrow shoulders.thin/bony shoulders She put her arm around the 
girl’s thin shoulders.a dislocated shoulder (=one in which the bone has moved out of 

its correct position) He’s in a lot of pain with his dislocated shoulder.VERBSshrug your 
shoulders (=raise them to show that you do not know or care about something) Susan 
just shrugged her shoulders and said nothing.hunch your shoulders (=raise your 

shoulders and bend them forwards slightly) He hunched his shoulders against the 
rain.look/glance over your shoulder (=look behind you) He glanced over his 
shoulder to see if she was following him.dislocate your shoulder (=injure it by the 

bone moving out of its correct place) George has dislocated his shoulder and won’t play 
in Saturday’s game.straighten your shoulders (=stand with your shoulders straight, 
in a determined way) She straightened her shoulders and knocked on the door.sb’s 

shoulders shake (=because they are crying or laughing) His 
shoulders were shaking and tears of laughter were running down his face.sb’s 
shoulders slump/droop/sag (=move downwards because they are sad or 

tired) “Never mind,” she sighed, her shoulders drooping.sb’s shoulders 
heave (=move up and down because they are crying or breathing deeply) She turned 
her back to them, her shoulders heaving with silent sobs. 

shoulder2 /ˈʃəʊldə $ ˈʃoʊldər/ verb  to accept a difficult or unpleasant 

responsibility, duty etcNOUNSshoulder the 
responsibility Rachel shoulders the responsibility of earning money for her 

family.shoulder the burden Many women do paid work and 
also shoulder the burden of childcare.shoulder the blame As party leader, he 
must shoulder the blame for the mistakes made.shoulder the cost The residents are 

being asked to shoulder the cost of the repairs. 

shout1 /ʃaʊt/ verb  to say something very loudlyADVERBSshout angrily “Don’t 

touch me!” he shouted angrily.shout loudly He hears the voice of his downstairs 

neighbor shouting loudly.shout back “I’m coming!” she shouted back.shout 
up/down I was in my room when my dad shouted up that dinner was 
ready.NOUNSshout sb’s name She heard Ferdinand shout her name.shout a 

warning The man had shouted a warning to other passengers just before the 
blast.shout orders The sergeant shouted orders at the soldiers.shout 
encouragement (=encourage someone by shouting) People stood on the river 

bank shouting encouragement to the rowers.shout abuse/insults (=shout insulting 
things) An angry customer shouted abuse at me on the phone.shout 
obscenities (=shout rude words) People were outside his house shouting 

obscenities and threats.shout slogans (=shout short phrases which express your 
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opinions) The demonstrators were shouting slogans outside the 

embassy.PREPOSITIONSshout at sb I try not to shout at the children.shout sth to 
sb “He’s down here!” she shouted to me.shout for help/attention/a doctor etc I 

opened my mouth to shout for help.PHRASESshout at the top of your voice (=shout 
as loudly as possible) “Watch out!” he shouted at the top of his voice.shout yourself 
hoarse (=shout until your throat is sore) Matthew shouted himself hoarse until 

someone came to help him.screaming and shouting You don’t persuade people to do 

what you want by screaming and shouting.THESAURUS: 

shoutyell also holler AmEto shout very loudly, especially because you are angry,  

excited, or in pain. Yell is more informal than shout:The children were yelling at each  

other across the street. | “Steve, are you there?” Patti hollered up the stairs.call  

(out)to shout in order to get someone’s attention:He called her name but she didn’t  

hear him. | “Is anybody there?” he called out.cry (out) writtento shout something  

loudly, especially because you are in pain, frightened, or very excited:“I can’t move,”  

Lesley cried. | He cried out in panic. | “Look what I’ve found!” she cried.screamto  

shout in a very loud, high voice, because you are frightened, unhappy, angry etc:The 

baby wouldn’t stop screaming. | She screamed as she jumped into the cold  

water. | “It’s my money!” she screamed at him.roar writtento shout in a loud deep 

voice:The crowd roared their appreciation. | “Stop this nonsense!” he roared.bellowto  

shout in a loud deep voice. Bellow sounds rather formal and is mainly used in literary  

descriptions:He was bellowing orders at the soldiers. | “Who are you?” bellowed 

Pumfrey.bawlto shout in a loud and unpleasant way, because you are angry or  

unhappy:She was always bawling at the children. | “What are you doing?” he 

bawled.raise your voiceto say something more loudly than normal, especially  

because you are angry:I never heard my father raise his voice.cheerif a group of  

people cheer, they shout as a way of showing their approval:The crowd cheered when 

the band came on stage.  

shout2 /ʃaʊt/ noun  a loud call expressing anger, pain, excitement 

etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS + shouta loud shout I could hear loud shouts coming from 

downstairs.a great/mighty shout (=a very loud shout) With a great shout the 
soldiers ran towards the enemy lines.an angry shout There were angry shouts from 
the audience when the show suddenly ended early.a muffled shout (=one that cannot 

be heard clearly) Someone heard his muffled shouts for help coming from behind the 
wall.a warning shout He failed to hear the warning shouts, and was swept away by 
the water.VERBSgive a shout Dad gave a loud shout, pointing to thick smoke coming 

from the car.let out a shout Sam let out a shout and started to run.hear a shout I 
could hear faint shouts coming from next door.a shout goes up (=a group of people 

start shouting) As the band came on stage, a great shout went up from the 
crowd.PHRASESa shout of encouragement/laughter/anger etc There were shouts 
of encouragement from his family and friends. | Tom’s friends let out a huge shout of 

laughter when they saw the photo. | The umpire’s decision was greeted by shouts of 
anger from the crowd. 
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show1 /ʃəʊ $ ʃoʊ/ verb  1. to prove that something is trueADVERBSshow sth 

clearly The evidence shows clearly that he is innocent.show sth conclusively (=so 
that there can be no doubt at all) Dozens of studies have shown conclusively that there 
is a link between smoking and cancer.VERBSappear/seem to show sth These figures 

appear to show that the crime rate has gone down.try to show sth In this article I 
have tried to show that these two ideas are linked.be expected to show sth The 
statistics are expected to show that the economy is getting better.PHRASESshow sth 

beyond reasonable doubt (=so that there can be no doubt – used about crimes) The 
prosecution has to show beyond reasonable doubt that the accused person is 
guilty.2. to let someone see something: Everyone has to show their identity 

cards to the security guard at the entrance to the building. Stephanie showed us her 

engagement ring.THESAURUS: showrevealto let someone see or know about  

something that is usually hidden, or that you want to keep secret – often used about  

showing your feelings or private thoughts:Suzy looked away quickly in order not  

to reveal her true feelings. | He lifted the lid of the box to reveal a small  

snake.exposeto let someone see something that could not be seen before. Expose is  

mainly used in written descriptions:The bear opened its mouth, exposing rows of sharp  

teeth. | The tide went out and exposed a huge area of sand.flashto show something to  

someone very quickly:“We’re police,” he said, flashing his card at us. | Miranda flashed 

a surprised look into the mirror.let sb have a look/take a look spokento show 

something to someone, especially so that they can examine it, repair it etc:If the 

wound doesn’t get better soon, you should let the doctor take a look at it. | Mike’s  

good with cars – let him have a look.3. to explain to someone how to do something or 

how something works, especially by doing it yourself: She showed him how to use the 

system. Can you show me how the oven works?THESAURUS: 

showdemonstrateto show how to do something or how something works –  

especially to a group of people:A qualified instructor will demonstrate how to use the 

machines properly. | There’s a meeting this afternoon to demonstrate the new 

software.guide/take sb through sthto show someone how to do something, or how 

a process happens, especially something difficult or complicated:The book guides you 

through the different stages of starting your own business. | A stockbroker will take 

you through the minefield of stocks and shares.  

show2 /ʃəʊ $ ʃoʊ/ noun  1. a television or radio programmeADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ showa TV/television/radio show What’s your favourite TV show?a 

comedy/news/quiz show We always watch the morning news show. | It’s the BBC’s 
most popular quiz show.a game show (=in which people play games or answer 
questions to win prizes) It’s a popular game show in which you can win a million 

dollars.a chat show BrE a talk show AmE (=in which famous or interesting people 
talk to someone about themselves) She was on the chat show to talk about her new 
movie.a reality (TV) show (=showing ordinary people doing real things) ‘The Hotel’ is 

a reality TV show about a hotel on the south coast of England.a hit show (=very 
successful and popular) ‘Hawaii Five-0’ was a hit show in the 1980s.a 
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daytime/lunchtime/late-night show He plays some great music on his late-night 

show.the breakfast show (=broadcast in the early part of the morning) She presents 
the breakfast show on morning TV.a live show (=broadcast on TV or radio as it is 

happening) It’s a live show recorded in front of a studio audience.a family 
show (=suitable for families and children to watch) It’s a real family show, with 
something for everyone.a phone-in show BrE a call-in show AmE (=in which 

ordinary people give their opinions over the telephone) You get some strange people on 
late-night phone-in shows.VERBSwatch a show People of all ages watch the show.see 
a show I’ve never actually seen the show.appear on/take part in a show (=be a 

guest on it) A lot of famous people have appeared on the show.host a 
show also present a show BrE (=be the person who introduces the different parts of 
it, or who talks to guests) He presents his own talk show on Saturday evenings.a show 

stars sb (=has someone as a main character) The show stars Lucille 
Ball.PREPOSITIONSbe on a show Madonna will be on the show tomorrow.PHRASESthe 
star of the show Very quickly, Williams became the star of the show.2. a performance 

on a stageADJECTIVES/NOUNS + showa comedy show Would you like to go and see 
a comedy show?a talent show (=in which ordinary people sing, dance, do magic 
etc) There’s a talent show every Thursday night.a school show I’m hoping to get a 

part in the school show.a travelling show BrE a traveling show AmE (=that moves 
from place to place) The actors are part of a travelling show that has been all over 
Europe.a one-man show (=with only one performer) The comedian has his own one-

man show.a stage show (=a performance on stage, rather than in a movie) The stage 
show and the movie are very different.a Broadway/West End show (=on Broadway 
in New York, or in the West End of London, where there are many theatres) ‘Priscilla’ is 

my favourite West End show.a puppet show Children love watching puppet 
shows.VERBSgo to a show I’d like to go to a show while we’re in London.see a 
show You can win two free tickets to see the show.watch a show The theatre was full 

of people watching the show.put on a show (=organize and perform a show) The kids 
love putting on shows in the garage.appear in a show She’s appearing in her first 
Broadway show.a show sells out (=all the tickets for it are sold) The show sold out in 

the first week.PREPOSITIONSin a show There’s a lot of singing in this show.3. an 
exhibition or displayADJECTIVES/NOUNS + showan art show The college has an art 
show at the end of the year.a fashion show They’re organizing a fashion show for 

charity.a flower/boat/dog etc show Crufts is the name of a famous dog show in 
London.a spring/summer etc show At the summer show you can see cows, sheep, 
horses, and other animals.an annual show The Association of Art Dealers is holding its 

fifth annual show.a trade show (=where businesses display their products) The 
Frankfurt Book Fair is a trade show for publishing companies.VERBShave a show The 
Royal Academy has a show of paintings and drawings every summer.hold a 

show The show is held once a year.organize a show The students 
are organizing a show of their work.go to a show also attend a 
show formal Thousands of people are expected to attend the show.put/enter sth in a 

show Your pictures are very good – you should put them in a show.PREPOSITIONSa 
show of sth There will be a show of his work at a gallery in New York.at a show I 

bought some paintings at the show. 

shower /ˈʃaʊə $ ʃaʊr/ noun  1. a piece of equipment that you stand under to 

wash your body, or the activity of washing your body in a showerADJECTIVESa 
hot/cold shower You’ll feel better when you’ve had a nice hot shower. | There was no 
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hot water, so I had to take a cold shower.a quick shower After breakfast and a quick 

shower, she set off.a long shower I took off my wet clothes and had 
a long hot shower.a refreshing shower He enjoyed a refreshing shower after his 

run.an electric shower Pull the cord to switch on the electric shower.a private/en-
suite shower (=attached to the bedroom) Most of the hotel rooms have a private 
shower and a balcony.a walk-in shower We decided to install a walk-in shower when 

we renovated the bathroom.VERBShave a shower especially BrE take a 
shower especially AmE I took a quick shower, dressed and left for work.use the 
shower Is it OK if I use the shower?grab a shower informal (=take a quick shower) I 

barely had time to grab a shower before Pat’s family arrived.turn the shower 
on/off He turned on the shower and waited for the hot water to flow through.stand 
under the shower She stood under the shower for a long time.step into/out of the 

shower Mom slipped on some soap when she was stepping out of the shower.NOUNSa 
shower curtain She pulled back the shower curtain and stepped into the tub.a 
shower cubicle/enclosure (=an enclosed area containing a shower) The bathroom 

has a separate shower cubicle.a shower room Steam was coming from the shower 
room.shower gel (=liquid soap) moisturizing shower gela shower head (=the part 
that the water flows through) a ceiling-mounted shower heada shower stall (=one of 

several enclosed areas for taking a shower) There are showers stalls at the far end of 
the pool.a shower tray (=the place in which you stand) The shower tray was 
leaking.PHRASESin the shower I told him that you were in the shower and would call 

him back. | I could hear Dad singing in the shower.2. a short period of rain or 
snowADJECTIVESa heavy shower More heavy showers are expected tomorrow.a light 
shower There were a few light showers, but generally the weather was 

good.scattered showers (=a few showers spread over a wide area) It will be mainly 
bright with just a few scattered showers in the afternoon.the occasional/odd 
shower I think we could have the odd shower later in the day.frequent showers The 

weather was generally cold and damp with frequent showers.a wintry shower (=with 
a little snow) The cold northerly wind brought heavy wintry showers.thundery 
showers We’ve had a lot of thundery showers this summer.squally showers (=with 

strong winds) The occasional squally showers will be heavy, especially near the 
coast.intermittent/sporadic showers (=which start and stop often and last for a 
short time) Rain is expected later today, followed by intermittent showers through 

Wednesday.NOUNS + showera rain/snow shower There was some warm sunshine 
between the rain showers.an April shower (=light rain falling in April, which is 
considered typical of that month in England) It started to rain, but it looked like it would 

only be an April shower.VERBSshowers fall Snow showers began falling over high 
ground.showers are forecast/expected Heavy showers are forecast for 
today. | Showers are expected for much of this week. 

shrink /ʃrɪŋk/ verb  to become smallerADVERBSshrink considerably The 

number of people using the service shrank considerably when the price doubled.shrink 
slightly/a little My shirt had shrunk slightly in the wash.shrink rapidly/quickly The 

forest is shrinking rapidly, with more than 1,800 acres destroyed last year.shrink 
dramatically (=in a great or sudden way) The coal industry in Britain shrank 
dramatically during the 20th century.shrink drastically (=in an extreme and sudden 

way) Following this treatment, the patient’s tumour shrank drastically.NOUNSsb’s 
clothes/socks etc shrink Your clothes will shrink if you wash them at too hot a 
temperature.the economy shrinks While our economy shrank by 2.5 percent, Japan’s 
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economy grew by 2 percent.the population shrinks The population of the island 

has shrunk from over 700 to around 350.PREPOSITIONSshrink by sth The mass of ice 
at the North Pole has shrunk by over 30% in the past 50 years.shrink from sth The 

army shrank from 2.7 million to 1.2 million troops.shrink to sth During the summer 
months the lake will shrink to half its normal size.PHRASESshrink in size/value Mobile 
phones have been shrinking in size ever since they first appeared. | In some parts of 

the country, property is still shrinking in value. 

shut1 /ʃʌt/ verb  1. to close something, or to become closedshut + NOUNSshut a 

door/window/gate It was getting cold so I shut the window.shut your 
eyes He shut his eyes and nodded.shut a book Stephen finished reading the story 

and shut the book.shut a box/case/suitcase He shut the box and locked it.shut a 
drawer She shut the drawer and turned the key.shut the lid He put the toys back in 
the box and shut the lid.NOUNS + shuta door/gate shuts I heard his bedroom door 

shut. If you cannot shut something, you say that it won’t shut: The car door won’t  

shut. ADVERBSshut sth firmly Louise marched down the corridor into her 

office, shutting the door firmly behind her.shut sth tightly/tight (=used especially 
about your eyes) He shut his eyes tight while the nurse put the needle in his 
arm.PREPOSITIONSshut (sth) behind you Ella walked in and shut the 

door behind her.shut sth/sb in a place (=put them in there and shut the door, lid 

etc) She shut the dogs in their kennels for the night.THESAURUS: 

shut→ close1 (1)2. if a store, bank, museum etc shuts, it stops being open for 

people to go therePREPOSITIONSshut at 5.30/6 p.m. etc The bank shuts 

at 3.30.shut for lunch/for the holidays etc The college office shut for lunch at one 

o’clock. Shut or close?Both shut and close are used in the same  

meaning. Shut sounds a little more informal, and is used especially in spoken English.  

shut2 /ʃʌt/ adjective  1. not open GrammarShut is not used before a  

noun. ADVERBStightly/tight shut He kept his eyes tightly shut.firmly shut The door 

remained firmly shut.properly shut She made sure that the door was properly 
shut.VERBSkeep sth shut When it’s so hot, we keep the windows shut and put on the 

air conditioner.stay/remain shut The door won’t stay shut.sth slams/bangs 
shut The front door slammed shut.sth swings shut The gate swung shut behind 
her.pull/kick/slam sth shut He pulled the trapdoor shut over his 

head.screw/squeeze your eyes shut (=shut your eyes 
tight) Martina squeezed her eyes shut, afraid to watch what he was doing.2. if a store, 
bank, museum etc is shut, it is not open and people cannot enter or use 

itPREPOSITIONSbe shut on Mondays/Saturdays etc The post office is shut on 

Sundays. Shut or closed?Shut means the same as closed. Shut is mainly used in  

spoken English. Signs on buildings say closed, not shut. You usually  

say temporarily/permanently closed, not temporarily/permanently shut.  
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shy /ʃaɪ/ adjective  nervous and embarrassed about meeting and speaking to 

other people, especially people you do not 
knowADVERBSextremely/incredibly/painfully shy As a teenager he was painfully 
shy.NOUNSa shy man/girl/child/person etc I’m really a shy person and I don’t feel 

confident when I’m with people.a shy smile/grin She said nothing, but just gave 
a shy smile.PREPOSITIONSshy with sb Anthony was shy with strangers and afraid of 

showing his feelings. Shy or timid?A shy person lacks confidence when he or she is  

with other people. A timid person or animal is easily frightened: I always thought  

that sheep were timid creatures. THESAURUS: shybashfulshy and not wanting  

to say very much. Bashful sounds rather formal and is used especially in literary  

descriptions:"Did you do this picture?" the teacher asked. The boy gave a bashful  

grin and said yes. | She looked at him with a bashful smile. | Many young men 

are bashful about discussing their feelings. | Lily, suddenly bashful, could think of  

nothing to say. You often use bashful when someone seems rather cute. self-

consciousworried and embarrassed about what you look like or what other people  

think of you:She was very self-conscious about her weight. | Teenagers often feel self-

conscious and worried about their looks.timidshy and not brave or confident:He was a  

timid child who didn't want to play with the others. | "May I ask you something?"  

Yesenia said in her soft and timid voice. | She was too timid to sing by herself on  

stage. | The new puppy is very timid with strangers.reservednot liking to express your  

emotions or talk about your problems:Silent, humourless, and reserved, Haig was also  

extremely ambitious. | Neighbours describe him as a reserved man who didn't mix  

much.introvertedthinking a lot about your own interests, problems etc, and not liking  

to be with other people:He was an introverted teenager with a love of horses. | She 

was very introverted as a child. | The two of them, both intensely introverted people,  

conducted their love affair in secret.withdrawnquiet and not wanting to talk to other  

people, especially because you are unhappy:After his wife's death, he became moody 

and withdrawn, preferring to stay at home on his own.  

sick /sɪk/ adjective  1. suffering from a disease or illnessNOUNSa sick 

child/son/relative etc She had a sick child to take care of.a sick 
animal/dog/horse etc Antibiotic drugs are used to treat sick animals.sick 
leave (=time that you can stay away from work because you are ill) He returned to 

duty after two months’ sick leave.sick pay (=money paid to an employee who is too ill 
to work) Only full-time employees got sick pay.sick days (=days when you do not go 

to work or school because you are ill) Employees took more sick days last year than in 
previous years.sb’s sick bed (=the bed where a sick person is lying) He left his sick 
bed to play in the game.the sick room (=a special room for people who are sick) I 

went to the sick room to lie down.the sick bay (=a room where there are beds for 
people who are sick, for example on a ship or in a school) I was confined to the 
ship’s sick bay until we arrived back in Liverpool.VERBScall/phone/ring in 
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sick (=phone to say you are not coming in to work because you are ill) I could 

have called in sick, but I knew you needed this report.get sick AmE (=become ill) At 
the last minute, I got sick and couldn’t go.fall/take sick AmE formal (=become ill, 

especially with something serious or that will last a long time) He fell sick and died 
within a matter of weeks.PREPOSITIONSsick with sth I have been sick 
with flu.PHRASESbe off sick BrE be out sick AmE (=be away from work or school 

because you are ill) Half the staff were off sick.sick as a dog informal (=very 

sick) Pete’s at home in bed, sick as a dog. In American English, sick is the usual word  

to use for someone who has an illness. In British English, sick is usually used when  

talking about absence from work or school, but in other situations, people usually  

say ill. 2. if you are or feel sick, the food in your stomach comes up through your 

mouth, or you feel like it is going to happenVERBSfeel sick I had stomach ache and felt 
sick.get sick I get sick on boats.make yourself/sb sick You’ll make yourself sick if 

you eat all that chocolate.ADVERBSphysically sick When he read the message he 
felt physically sick.violently sick (=suddenly and forcefully) I woke up and 
was violently sick all over the bed.3. informal feeling very annoyed by or bored with 

someone or something GrammarIn this meaning, you always say sick of someone or  

something. PHRASESsick and tired of sb/sth (=used to emphasize how annoyed or 

bored you are) He was getting sick and tired of waiting.sick to death of 
sb/sth (=extremely annoyed or bored with them) Most people are sick to death of this 
government and its lies.ADVERBSheartily/thoroughly sick of sb/sth (=completely) I 

had only been there an hour, and I was heartily sick of him already.PREPOSITIONSsick 
of sb/sth I am sick of your excuses, Carl! Just get on with your work. 

side /saɪd/ noun  1. one of the two areas that are on the left or the right of an 

imaginary line, or on the left or the right of a border, wall, river etcADJECTIVESone 
side A path leads down one side of the garden to a gate.the other/opposite 
side On the other side of the river are some low hills.either side (=both sides) There 

were tall hedges on either side of the lawn.the far side (=the other side, quite a long 
way away) Nicolo was standing on the far side of the room.the left/right side He 
received a deep cut on the right side of his face.the left-hand/right-hand 

side On the left-hand side list the skills and qualifications required for the job. | In Sri 
Lanka they drive on the left-hand side of the road.the east/west etc side The south 
side of town is poorer.PREPOSITIONSa side of sth Which side of the road is the library 

on?on the ... side Fuel is cheaper on the French side of the border.to the side/to one 
side She tilted her head to the side.2. one part or feature of somethingADJECTIVESthe 
business/financial side Geller handles the business side of things.the technical 

side Gregory works on the technical side, with the sound and lighting people.the 
social side The social side of school is very important.the physical side He 
missed the physical side of their relationship.the funny/serious side Luckily, when I 

explained the situation, he saw the funny side of it.the positive/negative side The 
business was a failure but on the positive side, we learned a lot from this 
experience.the dark side (=bad things relating to something) The book is an 

examination of the dark side of genius.sb’s creative/caring/feminine etc side The 
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art program is meant to bring out children’s creative side.VERBSsee a 

side I saw a side of him which I hadn’t seen before.show/reveal a side This generous 
act showed a much softer side of his character.bring out a side The summer weather 

had brought out his sporty side.explore a side The writer explored the darker side of 
life on the island.PHRASESon the bright side (=considering or emphasizing what is 
good about a situation) She’s an optimist, who always tries to look on the bright side. 

sidewalk /ˈsaɪdwɔːk $ -wɒːk/ noun AmE  a hard surface or path at the side of a 

street for people to walk onADJECTIVESa crowded/busy sidewalk We made our way 
along the crowded sidewalks near Times Square.VERBSstand on the sidewalk People 
were standing on the sidewalk waiting for a street-car.walk along/down/on etc the 

sidewalk He saw his neighbor walking along the sidewalk toward him.step onto/off 
the sidewalk The two girls stepped off the sidewalk right in front of a taxi.sidewalk + 

NOUNSa sidewalk café (=with tables and chairs outdoors on the sidewalk) We stopped 

for lunch at a sidewalk café.a sidewalk sale (=a sale of goods from a store, that takes 
place on the sidewalk outside the store) American Apparel is having a sidewalk 

sale today outside the old Starbucks on Grand Avenue. In British English, people  

say pavement.  

siege /siːdʒ/ noun  a situation in which an army or the police surround a place 

and try to gain control of it or force someone to come out of itPHRASESbe under 
siege (=be surrounded by an enemy) The troops, who had been under siege for three 
months, finally surrendered.lay siege to sth (=try to get control of a place by 

surrounding it) Armed police laid siege to the flat for two days.be in a state of 
siege The capital was in a state of siege, with road blocks on all the surrounding 
roads.ADJECTIVESa long siege The bank robbers surrendered after a long siege.a 30-

day/3-month etc siege The city was finally captured in November, at the end of 
a three-month siege.VERBSa siege begins/starts Food has not been allowed into the 
town since the siege began.a siege ends The siege ended when the men gave 

themselves up to police.lift/raise a siege (=end it) The UN has repeated its call 
to lift the siege and end the suffering.break a siege (=stop it from continuing) He 
predicted that any attempt to break the siege would fail.withstand a siege (=be 

strong enough not to be captured by a siege) The castle was built 
to withstand a siege.a siege lasts two days/three weeks etc Police officers arrested 

the suspect after a siege that lasted ten hours. 

sigh1 /saɪ/ verb  to breathe out with a long sound, especially because you are 

bored, disappointed, tired, or pleased about somethingADVERBSsigh 
deeply/heavily Frankie stared out of the window and sighed deeply.sigh loudly He 

showed his disappointment by sighing loudly.sigh softly Dougal heard him sigh 
softly with relief.sigh wearily (=in way that shows you are tired) Donna sighed 
wearily and continued her work.sigh audibly (=in a way that people can hear) His 

mother sighed audibly but said nothing.sigh inwardly (=in your own mind but not in a 
way that other people can hear) I sighed inwardly when he said the talk would last 
another 20 minutes.PHRASESsigh with relief/frustration/despair etc Marcus sighed 

with relief when he saw her. 

sigh2 /saɪ/ noun  the act of breathing out with a long sound, because you are 

bored, disappointed, tired, or pleased about somethingADJECTIVESa deep sigh Paul 
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gave a deep sigh of relief when he heard that the children were safe.a long sigh With a 

long sigh, he turned and pulled the door shut.a huge/great/big sigh She heaved 
a great sigh as she put her bags down.a heavy sigh (=a big sad sigh) Finally, she 

turned away from the mirror with a heavy sigh.a little/small sigh Quinn let out a little 
sigh and closed the book.a weary sigh (=which shows you are tired) With a weary 
sigh, he rubbed a hand over his eyes.an audible sigh (=that people can hear) There 

was an audible sigh from the teacher when I gave my answer.a collective sigh (=one 
that many people give at the same time) She heard a collective sigh of relief as she 
announced her decision.VERBSlet out/give a sigh She let out a sigh of 

disappointment.heave a sigh (=sigh loudly and deeply) Uncle Walter heaved a 
sigh and slumped back in his chair.PREPOSITIONSa sigh of 
relief/exasperation/satisfaction etc At last the girl stopped eating and sat back 

with a sigh of satisfaction.PHRASESbreathe a sigh of relief (=stop feeling worried or 
frightened, especially when you also sigh) When he had left, Miranda breathed a sigh of 
relief. | We all breathed a sigh of relief when we heard they were safe. 

sight /saɪt/ noun  1. something or someone that you seeADJECTIVESa 

familiar/common sight (=one that you often see) Horses were once a familiar 
sight on the city’s streets.a rare sight Mountain lions are a rare sight in this area.a 

welcome sight (=one that you have been wanting to see) The rising of the sun was 
a welcome sight.an amazing/impressive/wonderful/magnificent sight The city 
was a magnificent sight.a beautiful sight It must have looked a beautiful sight!a 

sad/pitiful sight (=used when you feel sorry for someone or something) She was 
a pitiful sight in her dirty torn clothes.a strange sight The boat stuck on top of the 
house must have been a very strange sight.sb/sth is not a pretty sight (=it is very 

unpleasant to see) I’ve seen animals suffering from this disease and it is not a pretty 
sight.VERBSsee/witness a sight Very few people have ever witnessed this sight.a 
sight greets/confronts/meets sb (=you see it when you arrive somewhere) When 

you arrive at the airport, you will be greeted by the sight of armed 
police.PREPOSITIONSthe sight of sb/sth The sight of blood made her feel sick.at the 

sight of sth Even Charles cheered up at the sight of the food.THESAURUS: 

sightSOMETHING THAT YOU SEEviewthe area you can see from a window or place,  

especially when it is beautiful:The view from the top of the mountain is amazing. | The 

hotel has great views of Lake Windermere. | We had a good view of the firework  

display.panoramaan impressive view of a very large area that stretches a long way 

across in front of you:In front of us lay a huge panorama of snow-covered hills and 

mountains.vista formala view of a large area of beautiful scenery – used in written  

descriptions:The road around the island offers some spectacular vistas.scenewhat you 

see in a place, especially where people are moving around and doing things:The 

picture is of a peaceful rural scene. | Reporters described the horrific scenes which  

followed the bombing. | His pictures are mainly of local scenes.spectaclesomething  

that you see that is very unusual, surprising, or strange:It must have been an unusual  

spectacle. | I leaned over the balcony to get a look at the spectacle  

below.visualspictures or parts of a film, video etc that people can see, as opposed to  

the parts you can hear:Good visuals will help keep your audience’s attention.2. the 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [1998] 

ability to seeADJECTIVESgood sight My grandmother still has good sight.poor 

sight His sight was quite poor.failing sight (=becoming worse) He ran the business 
until failing sight forced him to retire.VERBShave poor/good etc sight Mary has very 

little sight in her right eye.lose your sight As the result of a severe illness, she lost her 
sight at the age of 12.save sb’s sight Surgeons believe they can save her 
sight.restore sb’s sight (=make someone able to see again) His sight was restored 

and he was able to see his children for the first time in years. | This technique might 
one day restore the sight of people whose optic nerve has been damaged.sb’s sight 
fails (=gets much worse) Graham was in his seventies when his sight began 

to fail.sight + NOUNSsight loss The illness can cause sight loss.a sight problem It is 
estimated that 25% of children will have a sight problem that needs attention.a sight 
test If your sight test shows that you need glasses, the optician will give you a 

prescription.PHRASESsense of sight Bold patterns appeal to a small baby’s sense of 
sight.3. the area that you can seeVERBScome into sight As we went round the bend, a 
farmhouse came into sight.disappear/vanish from sight Within a few seconds, he 

had disappeared from sight.be hidden from sight The house was hidden from sight by 
a row of tall trees.PREPOSITIONSin/within sight The house was now within sight.out 
of sight They waited until the police car was out of sight.PHRASESevery ... in 

sight Billy was very hungry and ate everything in sight. | Rioters burned every car in 
sight.be nowhere in sight (=you cannot see someone or something, especially when 
you are looking for them) It was nearly time for the performance, but the band leader 

was nowhere in sight.sb’s line of sight (=the area that someone can see) A young 
woman moved into Luke’s line of sight.in full sight of sb (=where other people can 
see you clearly, especially when you are doing something surprising or shocking) He 

took his clothes off in full sight of the party guests.not let sb out of your 
sight (=watch someone very carefully) In the park she didn’t let the children out of her 
sight. 

sign1 /saɪn/ noun  1. a piece of paper, metal, or wood with words or a picture 

that gives people information, warnings, or instructionsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + signa 
street/road/traffic sign The street signs are written in Arabic.a stop sign (=which 

tells drivers to stop at a junction) He failed to slow down for a stop sign.a speed limit 
sign New Hampshire has plenty of speed limit signs on its highways.a no-smoking 
sign There are no-smoking signs in the bar.an advertising sign The road is lined with 

advertising signs.a warning sign There are warning signs about thieves.a neon 
sign (=a sign made from glass tubes which contain a special gas, often used for 
advertisements) Tokyo is full of bright neon signs.VERBS + signsee a sign I saw a sign 

which said ‘Turn right’.read a sign She stopped the car to read the sign.put up a 
sign also erect a sign formal The owner had put up a big sign outside the shop.take 
down a sign They took down the ‘rooms to let’ sign.follow the sign We followed the 

signs for the city centre.ignore a sign Don’t ignore the fog warning signs.sign + 

VERBSa sign says sth The sign said ‘No through road’.a sign points somewhere I 
could see a sign pointing to Carnaby Street.2. something that shows that a particular 

thing is true, exists, or is happening GrammarSign is often used in the phrases  

a sign of something, or a sign that something is true. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + signa 

clear/obvious/unmistakable sign There are clear signs of a slowdown in economic 
growth.a sure sign (=a very clear sign) He was walking up and down, a sure sign that 
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he was worried.a good/positive/encouraging/hopeful sign (=a sign of something 

good) If she can move her legs, that’s a good sign.a bad/ominous sign (=a sign of 
something bad) The jury was taking ages to make up its mind, which he felt was 

probably a bad sign.a warning/danger sign (=one that shows something bad might 
be happening) In this case, social workers missed the warning signs and failed to 
protect the children.an outward/visible sign (=one that people can see clearly) Kim 

received the news without showing any visible sign of emotion.a telltale/tell-tale 
sign (=signs that clearly show something bad) She would not look at me directly, a 
tell-tale sign that she was embarrassed.the first sign of sth They ran away at the first 

sign of trouble.an early sign (=which shows that something is starting) The tree’s 
blossoms are an early sign of spring.no sign of sth The curtains were still drawn and 
there was no sign of activity.VERBSthere are signs There are now signs of an 

improvement in the economy.see/detect signs I could see some signs that her health 
was getting better.show signs of sth Did she show any signs of distress?bear signs 
of sth formal (=have signs which show something) The bed was neatly made 

and bore no signs of having been slept in.have (all) the signs of sth (=you can see 
clearly that something is true) It had all the signs of a crime of passion.PREPOSITIONSa 
sign of sth Some men see going to a doctor as a sign of weakness.PHRASESsth is a 

sign of the times (=it shows you what the situation is in a country at a particular 
time, especially when there is a bad situation) The job losses are a sign of the 

times.THESAURUS: signindicationa sign. Indication is more formal  

than sign:There was no indication that the killings were related to the drug  

trade. | The studies found very little indication of any harmful physical  

effects.evidencefacts or signs that show clearly that something exists or is true,  

especially something that you are trying to prove:Scientists are hoping to find evidence  

that there was once life on Mars. | There was not enough evidence to convict him of  

the murder.symptoma sign that someone has an illness or that a serious problem 

exists:The first symptoms of the disease are tiredness and loss of weight. | Is this  

a symptom of the decay of Western civilization?indicatora sign that shows you what is  

happening or what is true – used about a process, or about the state or level of  

something:There are a number of indicators of economic slowdown. | The tests are 

considered a good indicator of intelligence.signala sign that shows that you should do 

something, or that you have a particular attitude:Severe chest pain is a warning  

signal that cannot be ignored. | Legalizing drugs could send the wrong signal to young 

people.marka sign, especially that you respect or honour someone:People stood in  

silence as a mark of respect. | It was a mark of her popularity that so many colleagues  

and friends attended the presentation.  

sign2 /saɪn/ verb  THESAURUS > write (1) 

signal /ˈsɪɡnəl/ noun  1. an event or action that tells you something about a 

situationADJECTIVES/NOUNS + signala clear/strong signal My body was giving me a 
clear signal that something was wrong.a warning/danger/alarm signal (=showing 
that there is danger) Everyone should know the danger signals of a heart attack.the 

wrong signal (=one that gives someone the wrong idea about a situation) Wearing 
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jeans to work sends out the wrong signal to other people.mixed signals (=confusing 

because they seem to show two different things) It is important not to give children 
mixed signals about how you expect them to behave.VERBSgive/send (sb) a 

signal He doesn’t want to give her the wrong signals.send out/give out a signal The 
public protests sent out a clear signal to the government that people were 
dissatisfied.read the signals (=understand them correctly) President Nixon read the 

signals and decided it was time to resign.act as a signal (=be a signal) A baby’s crying 
acts as a signal to its mother.take sth as a signal (=consider it to be a signal) He 
paused, and that was taken as a signal for cheers and shouts.respond to a 

signal Managers did not respond to market signals early enough.PREPOSITIONSa 
signal from sb/sth He may be waiting for a signal from you before he asks you out.a 
signal to sb/sth This should be a signal to the world to take action.a signal for sb to 

do sth That was the signal for us to leave.a signal of sth As a signal of goodwill, we 
will refund your money.2. an action or sound that is made to give information or tell 
someone to do somethingVERBSgive (sb) a signal Don’t do it yet – wait until I give 

the signal.wait for a signal The soldiers were waiting for a signal to start firing.NOUNS 

+ signala hand signal The cyclist used a hand signal to show he was going to turn 
right. | Stock brokers use roughly 300 hand signals on the trading floor.a smoke 

signal (=a message sent out to people who are far away, using smoke from a 
fire) Native Americans used smoke signals to communicate.the engaged 
signal BrE the busy signal AmE (=the sound on a telephone when you call someone 

who is on the phone talking to someone else) I keep getting a busy 
signal.PREPOSITIONSa signal for sb to do sth When I nod my head, that’s the signal 
for you to start playing.at/on a signal (=when a signal is given) At my signal, you will 

start singing.3. a light or set of lights that tells drivers what to doNOUNS + signaltraffic 
signals Turn left after the traffic signals.railway signals BrE railroad 
signals AmE The purpose of railway signals is to give train drivers enough warning to 

stop.a stop signal He completely ignored the stop signal.a turn signal AmE (=one of 
the lights on a car that flash to show which way the car is turning) Use the turn signal 
when you change lanes.VERBSa signal changes (=from one colour to another) Get 

ready to go as soon as the signal changes.a signal turns red/green We just sat 
there, waiting for the signal to turn green.signal + NOUNSsignal failure (=when a set 
of signals does not work properly) The train crash was caused by signal failure.a signal 

box BrE (=a small building near a railway, from which the signals are controlled) He 
walked up platform 6 and noticed smoke coming from the signal box.4. a series of light 
or sound waves that carry an image or soundADJECTIVES/NOUNS + signala strong 

signal I can’t use my phone because the signal isn’t strong enough here.a weak/faint 
signal The signals were too weak for the receiver to pick up.a digital/electrical 
signal Digital signals can be compressed to take up less space.a 

radio/radar/television signal The first television signals were sent by John Logie 
Baird in 1929. | A transmitter connected to the doorbell sends radio signals to a 
portable receiver.VERBSget/receive a signal It is difficult to get a signal in some 

areas of the country.pick up a signal (=receive it – used about a piece of 
equipment) The antenna that will pick up the signals is a 12-metre satellite dish.send a 

signal also transmit a signal formal The signals are transmitted via satellites.send 
out a signal also emit a signal formal The device emits a signal which can be picked 
up by a submarine.carry a signal (=allow it to travel along or through 

something) Copper wires carry the electrical signals.a signal travels somewhere The 
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signal travels over the cable network.PREPOSITIONSa signal from sth There was no 

signal from the microphone. 

signature /ˈsɪɡnətʃə $ -ər/ noun  your name written on a cheque, letter etc in 

the way you usually write it, to show that you have written itVERBSput/write your 

signature somewhere Just put your signature here.add your signature to sth The 
prime minister added his signature to the treaty.gather/collect 
signatures We collected hundreds of signatures from parents, calling for the school to 

stay open.sth requires sb’s signature formal (=they need to sign it) The marriage 
certificate requires the signatures of two witnesses.sth bears/carries sb’s 
signature formal (=it has someone’s signature on it) The 

painting bore the signature of a famous local artist.forge sb’s signature (=make a 
false copy of someone’s signature, in order to deceive people) He forged his 
boss’s signature on the cheque.get sb’s signature also obtain sb’s 

signature formal (=get someone to sign something) To go on the trip, each child 
must obtain their parents’ signature on the consent form.witness sb’s 
signature (=sign to say that you saw someone sign an official document) You must 

get someone to witness your signature on a passport application.sth 
contains/includes a signature A petition containing over 5,000 signatures was 

handed in to Parliament.ADJECTIVESa forged signature (=written by someone else in 
order to deceive people) Mr Adams, whose forged signature is on the form, can prove 
that he was out of the country on that date.a valid signature (=one that is real or 

legally acceptable) We need 200 valid signatures from registered shareholders.an 
unauthorized signature (=one that cannot be accepted) The cheque was refused, as 
it bore an unauthorized signature.a legible/illegible signature (=that can or cannot 

be read) His signature is barely legible.a digital/electronic signature (=information 
on an electronic message, proving who the sender is) If you use different computers at 
home and at work, you will need two digital signatures. 

significance /sɪɡˈnɪfɪkəns/ noun  the importance of an event, action etc, 

especially because of the effects or influence it will have in the 
futureADJECTIVESgreat/considerable significance The judge said the new evidence 
was of great significance.deep/profound significance Jerusalem has 

a deep religious significance for Jews, Christians, and Muslims.little significance This 
information on its own is of little significance.wider significance The research dealt 

with one small group, but their conclusions are of much wider 
significance.special/particular significance Japan has a special significance for me 
because it is where I met my wife.political/social/historical 

significance The political significance of this change is enormous.new 
significance Old problems have taken on a new 
significance.VERBSunderstand/realize/appreciate/grasp the significance of 

sth (=realize that something is significant) People were slow to grasp the significance 
of what had happened.have/hold significance This day has a special significance for 
French people.take on a new/special etc significance (=become 

important) Religious differences have taken on a new significance.attach significance 
to sth (=give something importance) He thought her comment was odd, but he 
didn’t attach any significance to it.acquire/assume significance (=begin to have 

it) The town acquired a special significance in the history of Ireland.assess the 
significance of sth (=decide how important something is) It is too soon to assess the 
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significance of these events.downplay the significance of sth (=try to make 

something seem less important) The president downplayed the significance of the 
opinion poll.underestimate the significance of sth (=not realize how important 

something is) People have tended to underestimate the significance of this 
victory.exaggerate the significance of sth The article falsely raised people’s hopes of 
a cure, by exaggerating the significance of these findings.sb’s/sth’s significance lies 

in sth (=the reason why something is significant is...) The book’s significance lies in its 
ideas about the nature of political power.PREPOSITIONSthe significance of sth The 
significance of this event was not appreciated at the time.significance for/to 

sb/sth This date has special significance for Tibetans.PHRASESof little/great/no etc 
significance The station was built on a site of particular significance in the history of 
Mumbai. 

significant /sɪgˈnɪfɪkənt/ adjective  THESAURUS > important (1) 

silence /ˈsaɪləns/ noun  1. complete absence of sound or 

noiseADJECTIVEScomplete/total/absolute/utter silence The students have to work 
in complete silence. | The silence in the room was absolute.dead silence (=complete 

silence) We all sat in dead silence waiting for him to speak.a long silence There was 
a long silence and then people suddenly started shouting.a short/brief silence After 
a brief silence, Katherine nodded.a sudden silence At the mention of his name, 

a sudden silence fell on the room.an awkward/uncomfortable/embarrassed 
silence “Fred tells me you like books,” Steve said, after an awkward silence.a 
stunned/shocked silence There was a stunned silence at the other end of the 

phone.a tense silence There was a tense silence as we waited.an eerie 
silence (=one that is strange and rather frightening) There was an eerie silence after 
the bomb exploded.an ominous silence (=one that makes you feel that something 

bad is going to happen) Their only reply to my question was an ominous silence.stony 
silence (=unfriendly silence) My joke was greeted by a stony silence.companionable 
silence literary (=friendly silence) They ate their meal in companionable silence.VERBS 

+ silencebreak/shatter the silence (=suddenly end it) The silence was shattered by 
the sound of gunfire.disturb the silence (=end it by making a sound) Here, there was 
nothing to disturb the silence but birdsong.lapse into silence (=stop talking and be 

quiet) After a brief conversation about the weather, we lapsed into silence again.fill the 
silence (=say something to avoid silence) “Have you been here before?” Daniel asked 

to fill the silence.silence + VERBSsilence falls/descends (=it begins) A sudden silence 
fell over the audience.silence reigns (=there is silence) In the waiting room, 
tense silence reigned.a silence follows/ensues A long silence 

followed.PREPOSITIONSin silence The two men sat in silence.2. a situation in which 
people refuse to talk about somethingADJECTIVEScomplete/absolute/total 
silence There has been a complete silence over what happened to these prisoners.a 

deafening silence (=very noticeable) These allegations have prompted only 
a deafening silence from the company.a dignified silence His wife has maintained 
a dignified silence on the affair.VERBSkeep/maintain (a) silence The singer 

has maintained absolute silence about his relationships.meet with silence Enquiries 
from journalists have met with silence.PREPOSITIONSsilence on/over sth The 
government’s silence on this issue is surprising.PHRASESa wall of silence (=when no 

one will speak about something) Detectives investigating his murder have met a wall of 
silence.a conspiracy of silence (=when people agree not to talk about something that 
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should not be kept secret) There’s often a conspiracy of silence surrounding bullying in 

schools.a vow of silence (=a promise not to talk about something) Anger led him to 
break his vow of silence. 

silent /ˈsaɪlənt/ adjective  THESAURUS > quiet (1), quiet (2) 

silky adjective  THESAURUS > shiny 

silly adjective  not sensibleNOUNSa silly question The reporters kept asking silly 

questions.a silly idea At first, Howard thought the book was a silly idea.a silly 
mistake He made one silly mistake, which lost him the game.a silly 

fool/idiot/person The silly idiot thought that I was talking about him.a silly thing I 

said some silly things, and I’m sorry. You can also use silly thing about people,  

especially when you are talking in a gentle friendly way: Don’t worry, you silly  

thing! VERBSseem/sound/look silly It sounds silly now, but at the time I was really 

frightened.PHRASESit was silly of sb to do sth It was silly of me to ask the question, 

when I already knew the answer.silly old Don’t listen to him – he’s just a silly 
old fool.silly little We always argue about silly little things. 

silver /ˈsɪlvə $ -ər/ noun  a valuable light grey metalADJECTIVESsolid/pure 

silver (=containing only silver and no other metal) The winner receives a solid 
silver trophy. | The frame of the mirror is made of pure silver.sterling silver (=silver 
that is at least 92% pure) The cup is made of sterling silver and weighs over 20 

lbs.silver + NOUNSa silver coin The bag, which had been buried under a wall, was full 
of old silver coins.a silver medal (=a prize for second place) She took the silver 
medal in the 400 meters and bronze in the 1,500 meters.silver jewellery BrE silver 

jewelry AmE I prefer silver jewellery to gold.a silver mine The country became rich 

because of its gold and silver mines. Silver-platedYou use silver-plated about  

something that is covered in a thin layer of silver: a silver-plated candlestick  

similar AC /ˈsɪmələ, ˈsɪmɪlə $ -ər/ adjective  almost the sameADVERBSvery 

similar I was in a very similar situation.broadly/roughly similar (=in many 

ways) Her new job will be broadly similar to her old one.quite/fairly/somewhat 
similar (=rather similar) The two birds are quite similar. | Their reactions 
were somewhat similar.remarkably/strikingly/startlingly similar Studies done all 

over the world have had remarkably similar results.uncannily/eerily similar (=very 
similar, especially when this seems strange) Her death is uncannily similar to that of 
another young woman in the area 30 years ago.VERBSlook/sound/taste/feel 

similar The two products look quite similar.PREPOSITIONSsimilar to sth His speech 
was strikingly similar to one given by the American president earlier this year.similar 

in sth The birds are both a brownish colour and similar in size.THESAURUS: 

similarlikesimilar to something or someone else:You're just like your mother. | I  

always wanted to be like my dad. | The meat tasted a little like chicken. | She 

still looks like a teenager. | It feels like being in an oven.alikevery similar – used 

especially about the way people look or behave:She and her sister look  

alike. | Lawyers are all alike – I don’t trust them. | The brothers were very much 
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alike - the same strong shoulders and fine head of hair.closevery similar:The 

film bears a close resemblance to real life (=is very similar). | The painting is  

remarkably close to the original.much the samevery similar:The glass is still made in  

much the same way as it was 100 years ago. | People are much the same, wherever  

you go. | She still looks very much the same.identicalexactly the same:The two 

computers were identical in design. | The plants look identical to me. | Another  

company brought out an identical product.matchinghaving the same colour, style,  

pattern etc as something else – used about clothes or furniture that you wear or use 

together:She wore matching silver shoes and handbag. | a dining table and matching  

chairs | He wore a shirt with a matching tie.akin to sth formalsimilar to something in  

some ways:These dialects are somewhat akin to Arabic, though different in several  

respects.  

similarity AC /ˌsɪməˈlærəti, ˌsɪmɪˈlærəti/ noun  if there is a similarity between 

two things or people, they are similar in some wayADJECTIVESa close/great/strong 
similarity There are close similarities between the two paintings.a 
remarkable/striking/marked similarity (=one that is very 

noticeable) Chimpanzees' facial expressions show remarkable similarities to those of 
humans.a certain similarity (=a particular similarity) There are certain 

similarities between us.a superficial similarity (=in which an obvious feature is 
similar, but other features are not) There is a superficial similarity between the two 
songs, but they are really very different.an apparent similarity (=one that seems 

similar but really is not) Many apparent similarities between the two politicians 
disappear on closer examination.an uncanny similarity (=a close similarity, especially 
when this seems strange) His drawings have an uncanny similarity to the work of 

William Blake.a physical/cultural/structural etc similarity There are some cultural 
similarities between the two countries.VERBSthere is a similarity/there are some 
similarities There is a similarity between a movie director and a conductor.bear 

a/some similarity to sth (=be similar) The attack bore a striking similarity to another 
25 miles away.have similarities (=be similar) The two 
towns have many similarities.show similarities Twins who are raised apart still show 

similarities in their behaviour.be struck by a similarity (=notice it) I was struck by 
the similarities in their opinions.the similarity ends there also there the similarity 
ends (=there are no other similarities) Both women are blonde, but there the similarity 

ends.PREPOSITIONSsimilarity between sth/sb and sth/sb There are lots 
of similarities between the two bikes.a similarity with sb/sth Yiddish is a distinct 
language, although there are similarities with German.a similarity in sth The cheeses 

have some similarities in flavour. 

simple /ˈsɪmpəl/ adjective  not complicated, and easy to do, use, or 

understandNOUNSa simple question It’s a simple question requiring a yes or no 

answer.a simple answer/explanation People always want a simple answer.a simple 
solution Fortunately, there is a simple solution to this problem.a simple 
way/method/technique One simple way of making a room look bigger is by using 

mirrors.a simple process Creating a new document is a fairly simple process.a simple 
idea Do you have any simple ideas for decorating a child’s birthday cake?a simple 
task Thanks to technology, washing clothes is now a simple task.a simple 
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message The article contains a simple message.a simple test A simple test can 

determine whether you are suffering from diabetes.simple rules There are a 
few simple rules which can help you be successful at a job 

interview.ADVERBSvery/extremely/incredibly/remarkably simple I came up with 
a very simple answer to this problem.perfectly simple (=very simple) I’m sure there’s 
a perfectly simple explanation.relatively/fairly/quite simple The rules are quite 

simple.simple enough (=quite simple) The essence of his argument is simple 
enough.deceptively/seemingly simple (=seeming simple, but in fact complicated or 
difficult) It’s a deceptively simple exercise, but it requires a lot of 

concentration.surprisingly simple The rules are surprisingly simple.VERBSseem 
simple It seemed simpler not to say anything.look/sound simple It’s a game 
that sounds simple but isn’t.keep sth simple Keep your explanation as simple as 

possible.make sth simple The government has tried to make the tax 
system simpler.PHRASESsimple to use/make/operate etc The machine is 
very simple to use.simple but effective Any child’s behaviour can be improved by 

this simple but effective technique.in simple terms In simple terms, the company 
needs to sell more products at higher prices to improve profits.it’s as simple as 
that We can’t afford to pay you any more – I’m afraid it’s as simple as that.clear and 

simple The adverts have a clear and simple message.simple and 
straightforward Installation of software should be simple and 

straightforward.THESAURUS: 

simpleplainfurniture | shirt | curtains | language | Englishthings that are plain  

have no decoration or no other things added. Plain language uses simple and clear  

words, so that you cannot misunderstand the meaning:I  

prefer plain wooden furniture. | He was wearing a dark jacket and 

a plain white shirt. | The poem uses plain language which anyone can 

understand. | She explained what the document meant in plain  

English.crudemethod | attempt | form | shelter | sketch | drawingdoing  

something in a very simple way, which is not very accurate or effective:The 

researchers used a rather crude method of measuring productivity. | The myths were 

a crude attempt to explain the origins of the universe. | The plant breeders used 

a crude form of genetic engineering. | They made a crude shelter out of a few branches 

and some leaves. | He drew a crude pencil sketch on a napkin. | The picture looks like  

a crude drawing of a face.THESAURUS: 

simple→ easyANTONYMS → complicated 

simulated /ˈsɪmjəleɪtɪd/ adjective  THESAURUS > artificial 

sin /sɪn/ noun  an action that is against religious rules, or that is considered a 

very bad thing to do. Sin was originally used about religion, but is now used in a much 
more general wayVERBSit is a sin to do sth They believe it is a sin to have sex outside 

marriage. | It would be a sin to waste all that good food.commit a sin (=do something 
that is a sin) He knew that he had committed a grave sin.confess your sins (=admit 
them) He knelt and confessed his sins to God.forgive sins God will forgive your sins if 

you repent.repent (of) your sins formal (=be sorry you committed them) I 
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sincerely repent of my sins.ADJECTIVESa great/grave sin Divorce was considered to 

be a great sin. | For me the greatest sin is not speaking out against cruelty or injustice 
when you see it.a mortal/cardinal sin (=very bad) She knew that what she was 

doing was a mortal sin.an unforgivable sin Luke O’Malley had committed the 
unforgivable sin – he had spoken to the police about his neighbours.sth is no sin/not 
a sin Being in love is not a sin!a besetting sin formal (=one that you keep 

committing) Drunkenness was his besetting sin.PREPOSITIONSa sin against sb Sin 
against others is seen as a sin against God.PHRASESthe seven deadly sins (=seven 
bad feelings or desires, in the Christian religion, for example greed or too much pride) I 

think I’ve committed all the seven deadly sins. 

sincere /sɪnˈsɪə $ -ˈsɪr/ adjective  honestly feeling or believing something, or 

honestly meaning what you sayVERBSsound sincere His apology sounded sincere, so I 
forgave him.seem sincere She seemed perfectly sincere when she praised the 

painting.look/appear sincere Joe tried his best to look sincere but no one believed 
him.ADVERBScompletely/totally/utterly sincere He was completely sincere about 
loving the work.not entirely sincere Somehow her smile did not seem entirely 

sincere.perfectly sincere also quite sincere BrE I was being perfectly sincere when I 
said you deserved to win. | I could see from his face that he was quite sincere in what 

he said.most sincere formal Please accept our most sincere apologies for what has 
happened.apparently/seemingly sincere When we get information from a seemingly 
sincere source, we have to follow it up.NOUNSsincere apology/apologies I want to 

offer my sincere apologies to passengers who suffered delays.sincere belief We 
published the letter in the sincere belief that it was genuine.sincere thanks also a 
sincere thank you Our sincere thanks go to everyone who helped make this day such 

a success.a sincere desire She showed a sincere desire to help.sincere 
condolences (=sympathy after someone has died) I’d like to express my sincere 
condolences to Mr Smith’s family.sincere hope It is my sincere hope that I will be able 

to return to England some day.PREPOSITIONSsincere in/about sth I think he is 

sincere in his views. | She was sincere about her feelings.THESAURUS: 

sincere→ honest  

sing /sɪŋ/ verb  to produce a musical sound with your voiceADVERBSsing 

softly/quietly/gently He was singing quietly to himself as he worked.sing 

loudly Inside the stadium, both sets of supporters were singing really loudly.sing 
well/badly I never knew you could sing so well.sing beautifully I think she sings 
beautifully, don’t you?sing along (=with someone else who is already 

singing) Mary sang along to the radio while she did the cleaning.sing live (=in front of 
an audience) This is the first time I’ve heard him sing live on stage.sing 
professionally (=as a paid job rather than for fun) Amy began singing 

professionally when she was 18.sing + NOUNSsing a song My fans prefer me 
to sing love songs.sing a hymn/carol The choir sang a lovely hymn.sing the 
national anthem (=a country’s national song) Every morning, US schoolchildren sing 

the national anthem.sing Happy Birthday We gathered around the table and 
everyone sang Happy Birthday to Grandad.PREPOSITIONSsing to sb She sang to the 
baby while she bathed him.PHRASESsing in tune/out of tune (=sing the correct notes 

or the incorrect notes) The teacher told her she was singing out of tune.sing sb to 
sleep (=sing to someone until they fall asleep) She held the baby in her arms and 
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gently sang him to sleep.sing at the top of your voice/lungs (=sing as loudly as you 

possibly can) Joe was in the bath, singing at the top of his voice. 

singer /ˈsɪŋə $ -ər/ noun  someone who singsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + singera 

pop/folk/opera etc singer She always wanted to become a pop singer.a 

fine/good/great singer The members of the choir are all fine singers.a talented 
singer He’s a talented singer with a great future ahead of him.sb’s favourite 
singer BrE sb’s favorite singer AmE My favourite singer is Robbie Williams – he has a 

great voice.a famous/well-known singer Pavarotti was a famous Italian 
opera singer.a legendary singer (=one who is very famous for a long time) He played 
with many legendary singers, including Billie Holiday and Bessie Smith.a popular 

singer She became one of the most popular singers in Britain.a professional 
singer (=done as a job rather than for fun) His voice isn’t bad, but he’ll never make it 
as a professional singer.the lead singer (=the main singer) She’s the lead singer in a 

rock band.a backing singer also a back-up singer (=someone who sings with the 
lead singer) The backing singers sang the chorus.a cabaret/nightclub singer She 
plays the role of a cabaret singer whose career is going downhill.a female/male 

singer She was voted best female singer of the year by the magazine’s 
readers.VERBSa singer sings They always have a famous singer singing the national 

anthem before the game.a singer performs The singers performed a duet together. 

single /ˈsɪŋɡəl/ adjective  1. not married or not in a romantic relationship with 

anyoneNOUNSa single man/woman She wondered where she could meet nice single 
men.a single mother/father Single mothers are more likely to be living in poverty.a 

single parent I am a single parent with two children.VERBSstay single Take my 
advice and stay single.2. for only one personNOUNSa single room (=for one person to 
sleep in) Single rooms are available at the hotel.a single bed The room had two single 

beds and a table in it.a single mattress There was a single mattress on the floor.a 
single duvet/sheet (=for a bed that one person sleeps in) A single duvet cost £20. 

sink /sɪŋk/ verb  to go down below the surface of somethingADVERBSsink 

slowly Their feet slowly sank in the mud.sink deep into sth He sank deep into the 
chair.PREPOSITIONSsink below/beneath sth The ship sank beneath the waves.sink 
into sth Our chairs sank into the soft ground.PHRASESsink to the bottom of sth A 

boat carrying four men turned over and sank to the bottom of the lake.sink without 
trace (=without leaving any sign) The plane crashed into the sea and sank without 
trace.sink like a stone (=quickly and immediately) The submarine was hit by a 

torpedo and sank like a stone.sink up to your knees/waist etc They sank up to their 
knees in mud. 

sister /ˈsɪstə $ -ər/ noun  a girl or woman who has the same parents as 

youADJECTIVES/NOUNS + sisteran older/elder sister He had two older sisters, Karen 
and Jane.a big sister (=older sister – more informal) She misses her big sister a lot.a 
younger sister Mary was often aggressive towards her younger sister.a little 

sister/kid sister (=younger sister – more informal) He was very fond of his little 
sister.a baby sister (=one who is a baby, or who is much younger) She wanted a baby 
sister.a twin sister He is devoted to his twin sister.a half-sister (=a sister with only 

one parent the same as yours) She doesn’t see her half-sister very often. 

sit /sɪt/ verb  to be resting your weight on your bottom somewhere, or to move 

into this positionADVERBSsit down (=stop standing and change to a sitting 
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position) She sat down on the sofa.sit still (=without moving) Young children find it 

almost impossible to sit still.sit quietly (=without talking) Mac sat quietly in the back 
of the car.sit patiently He sat patiently waiting for them to finish.be sitting 

comfortably She was sitting comfortably on the sofa.sit up straight/sit 
upright (=with your back straight) Sit up straight at the table, children.sit bolt 
upright (=suddenly sit up very straight, for example because you hear 

something) Suddenly she sat bolt upright and said: “What was that?”sit cross-
legged (=with your legs bent and crossed over in front of you) Farooq was sitting 
cross-legged on the grass.PREPOSITIONSsit at a table/desk etc Jean sat 

at the table writing a letter.sit in a chair/armchair/seat Her uncle was sitting in a 
huge leather armchair.sit on a chair/sofa/stool etc She sat on a stool at the bar.sit 
next to/beside sb/sth He came over and sat beside her.sit opposite sb/sth The 

man sitting opposite her had a moustache.PHRASESsit and watch/listen It’s a good 
place to sit and watch the sun go down.sit and stare He sat and stared at the desk in 
front of him.sit and wait They sat and waited in silence.sit and talk They would sit 

and talk for hours.a place to sit also somewhere to sit Let’s look for a quiet place to 

sit. | I need somewhere to sit and read my book.THESAURUS: sitbe 

seated formalto be sitting in a particular chair or place:John was seated on my 

left. | There was a man seated behind the desk. Be seated is also used in formal  

English, when asking people to sit down: Would everyone please be seated? take a  

seatto sit – used especially when asking someone to sit down:Please take a seat – she 

will be with you in a minute. | Would the audience please take their seats – the show 

will begin in five minutes.sink into sthto sit in a comfortable chair and let yourself fall  

back into it:We switched on the TV and sank into our armchairs.loungeto sit in a very  

comfortable relaxed way:They lounged around all day by the pool.perchto sit on the 

edge of something:He perched on the arm of the sofa. | My sister was perched on a  

high stool.be slumpedto be sitting while leaning against something, especially  

because you are injured, drunk, or asleep:They found him slumped over the steering  

wheel. | His body was slumped against a wall.squatto sit with your knees bent under  

you, your bottom just off the ground, balancing on your feet:We all had to squat down 

on the floor. | A little boy was squatting at the edge of the pool.  

site AC /saɪt/ noun  1. a place that is used for something or where something 

important or interesting happenedADJECTIVES/NOUNS + sitea building/construction 
site The field is now a building site.a historic site There are numerous historic sites to 

visit.an ancient site The organization maintains and restores ancient sites, castles, 
monuments etc.an archaeological site BrE an archeological site AmE (=containing 
remains from people who lived long ago) Archaeological sites are often discovered by 

accident.a burial site (=the place where someone is buried) They believe that the 
abbey is the burial site of King Arthur.the crash site (=where a plane etc 
crashed) Wreckage was seen 200 metres away from the crash site.a sacred site (=a 

place that is important in a religion) Ayers Rock is the most sacred site of the 
Aborigines.a brownfield site BrE (=a piece of land that has been built on before) The 
majority of the houses will be built on brownfield sites.a bomb site (=where a bomb 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [2009] 

has exploded) Her room looked like a bomb site.a greenfield site BrE (=a piece of 

land that has never been built on) We want to shift the balance of housing development 
from greenfield to brownfield sites.a caravan site BrE A well-run caravan site near the 

river brings holidaymakers into the village.a landfill site (=where rubbish is 
buried) Recycling reduces the volume of waste which goes into landfill sites.an 
industrial site (=where factories are) The area is to be redeveloped as an industrial 

site.a nesting site (=where birds make their nests) Normally the male swan won’t let 
other swans near the nesting site.a missile site (=where missiles are kept and 
launched) There were photos of a missile site under construction.a World Heritage 

site (=a place that the United Nations has decided is extremely important and must be 
protected) Bath was officially recognised as a World Heritage Site in 

1987. Campsite is usually written as one word. VERBSbe the site of sth Chernobyl 

was the site of the world’s worst nuclear accident.visit a site He had visited many of 
the historic sites in Egypt.occupy a site A gallery now occupies the site where the 
church once stood.develop a site The council plans to develop the site and build a new 

concert hall.PREPOSITIONSon a site There has been a paper mill on this site for over 
200 years.the site of sth The house is built near the site of a medieval prison.2. a 
websiteSee → website 

situation /ˌsɪtʃuˈeɪʃən/ noun  a set of things that are 

happeningADJECTIVES/NOUNS + situationa difficult/tricky situation I found myself in 

a difficult situation. | He’s good at getting himself out of tricky situations.an 
impossible situation He was in an impossible situation.a dangerous 
situation The situation was becoming increasingly dangerous.a stressful 

situation She doesn’t cope very well with stressful situations.the present/current 
situation The present situation in Afghanistan is very worrying.the 
economic/political situation The country’s economic situation continued to 

deteriorate.the security situation (=how safe a place is) Until the security 
situation improves, it is far too dangerous for staff to work there.sb’s financial 
situation (=how much money someone has) What is your current financial situation?a 

social situation (=a situation in which someone is with other people) He felt 
uncomfortable in social situations.a work situation (=a situation at work) These 
problems often arise in work situations.a no-win situation (=one in which there will 

be a bad result whatever happens) We’re in a no-win situation – either way, we’re 
going to be criticized.a win-win situation (=one in which everyone gets what they 
want) Shorter work weeks are a win-win situation for both the employee and 

employer.VERBS + situationbe in a situation I’ve never been in this kind of situation 
before.put sb in a situation That puts me in a very difficult situation.deal with a 
situation He had no idea how to deal with the situation.create a situation We don’t 

want to create a situation where no-one trusts us.assess/review a 
situation (=examine it to see what it is like) Take time to review the situation before 
making a decision.monitor a situation (=watch to see how it develops) The bank 

is monitoring the situation closely.explain a situation Maria explained the situation to 
everyone.accept a situation I just cannot accept this situation.improve a 
situation They are doing what they can to improve the situation.remedy a 

situation (=make it good again) What can be done to remedy this situation?defuse a 
situation (=make people less angry) She’d just been trying to calm Gerry down 
and defuse the situation.exacerbate a situation formal (=make it worse) Such action 
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will only exacerbate the situation.situation + VERBSa situation happens/comes 

about also a situation arises formal I don’t know how this situation has come 
about. | This situation has arisen as a result of a serious staff shortage.a situation 

continues also a situation persists formal If this situation persists we will need to 
employ more staff.a situation changes I’ll let you know if the situation changes.a 
situation improves The situation has improved over the last decade.a situation gets 

worse also a situation deteriorates formal If the situation gets any worse, we will 
have to take action.PREPOSITIONSin a situation She coped well in a 
difficult situation.PHRASEStake advantage of a situation (=use it to get what you 

want) Anyone who didn’t take advantage of a situation like this was a fool.take control 
of a situation The police arrived and took control of the situation.lose control of a 
situation I feel as if I’ve lost control of the situation.be aware of a situation Are her 

parents aware of the situation?the seriousness/gravity of a situation (=how serious 
it is) She immediately realized the gravity of the situation. 

size /saɪz/ noun  1. how big or small something isADJECTIVESthe same size The 

animal was about the same size as a rat.a different size Six towns of different 

sizes were selected for the research.a good/fair size (=fairly big) The garden is 
a good size.the small size of sth One problem was the very small size of the 

department.the large size of sth They are not aggressive animals, despite their large 
size.the sheer size of sth (=used to emphasize that something is large) The sheer 
size of some dinosaurs is amazing.sth’s original size The lake has already shrunk to 

half its original size.full size (=the largest size) Is this violin full size? | He’s quite a big 
dog, but he’s still not full size yet.an average size The rooms are of average size.the 
maximum/minimum size The maximum class size in the school is 30 children.NOUNS 

+ sizeclass size The government has promised to reduce class sizes in schools.body 
size People are often worried about their body size.family size The average family 
size has gone down.population size The countries are listed according to 

their population size.VERBSincrease the size of sth They increased the size of the 
house by building an extension.reduce the size of sth He had an operation to reduce 
the size of his nose.double the size of sth Ethiopia doubled the size of its army to 

200,000.limit the size of sth We limit the size of the group to just 20 
students.measure the size of sth She measured the size of the sofa to make sure it 
would fit in the room.estimate the size of sth It is difficult to estimate the size of the 

market.reach a size Once the animal reaches a certain size, it is returned to the 
wild.PREPOSITIONSin size The apartment is roughly 360 square feet in size.the size of 
sth The firm underestimated the size of the market for their new product.PHRASESbe 

twice the size of sth The creature was about twice the size of a small dog.be half 
the size of sth Kosovo is about half the size of Wales.(of) this/that size In a 
class this size, there are bound to be a few troublemakers.in all/various shapes and 

sizes These phones come in all shapes and sizes.the size of sth (=the same size as) I 

saw a spider the size of my hand in the backyard.THESAURUS: 

sizedimensionsthe length, width, and height of an object, room, building etc:What  

are the dimensions of the table?measurementsthe length, width, or height of  

something, or of someone’s body:I need to check the measurements of the 

window. | your waist measurement is 31 inches | The 

nurse took my measurements.proportionsthe relative sizes of the different parts of an  
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object, room, building etc:The proportions don’t look right to me. | The drawing shows 

the proportions of the cathedral.areathe amount of space that a flat surface such as a  

floor or field covers:To measure the area of a room, you need to multiply the length by 

the width.extentthe size of a large area:The extent of the ranch is enormous. | The 

island measured about 1,600 kilometres in extent.bulkthe very large size of something  

or someone:The statue’s massive bulk made it difficult to move. | The view was  

dominated by the huge bulk of the power station.capacitythe amount that a container  

will hold:The capacity of the tank is around 500 gallons. | The computer’s memory has  

a capacity of over 2 gigabytes. | All the storage units were filled to capacity.volumethe 

amount of space that a substance fills, or that an object contains:The average 

domestic swimming pool has a volume of 45,000 litres. | This instrument measures the 

volume of air in your lungs. | Can you help me calculate the volume of the fish  

tank? | The shifting of continents has an impact on the volume of water the oceans can  

contain.2. one of a set of standard measures to which clothes and other products are 

made and soldADJECTIVES/NOUNS + sizea small/medium/large size The rugs cost 

just £25 for the medium size.shoe/bra/collar size British shoe sizes are different 
from those in the rest of Europe.waist/chest/bust size I found a child’s 
jumper, chest size 26 inches.dress size (=size used for women’s clothes) Most women 

are a dress size 14 or over.a size 8/12 etc (=used when talking about clothes 
sizes) My sister is a size 16.VERBStake/wear a size What size shoes do 
you take? | My daughter wears the same size as me.PREPOSITIONSin a size Do you 

have this shirt in a bigger size? | The T-shirts come in sizes small, medium, or 

large. When talking about the size of a piece of clothing, a drink etc, you usually say a  

medium, a large etc: Do you have this sweater in a medium?  

ski /skiː/ noun  1. one of a pair of long thin narrow pieces of wood or plastic that 

you fasten to your boots and use for moving on snowVERBSwear skis Never wear 

skis that are too big or too small for you.put on/take off skis She is putting 
on her skis.rent skis also hire skis BrE I wanted to hire some skis for the 
weekend.PHRASESa pair of skis He was carrying a pair of skis.2. relating to the sport 

of skiingski + NOUNSa ski resort (=a place where people can go skiing) St Moritz is a 
famous ski resort in Switzerland.a ski slope (=a piece of ground for skiing) The ski 
slopes were covered in ice.a ski trip The school is organizing a ski trip to Austria.a ski 

instructor He works as a ski instructor during the winter.a ski lift (=which carries you 
up to the ski slopes) You can buy a pass to use on the ski lifts.ski 
jacket/boots/poles/goggles Dooley was wearing sweatpants and a ski 

jacket. Ski or skiing?Both these words are used about things that relate to the sport  

of skiing, but they have different collocations. You say a ski  

resort/slope/instructor/lift/jacket. You say a skiing  

holiday/vacation and skiing conditions. You go skiing (not go ski).  
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skiing /ˈskiːɪŋ/ noun  a sport in which you move over snow on skisVERBSgo 

skiing I’m going skiing next month for the first time.skiing + NOUNSa skiing 
holiday/vacation/trip He’s away on a skiing holiday catching the last of the snow.a 
skiing accident Klaus damaged his foot in a skiing accident.skiing conditions Two 

days of heavy snow made skiing conditions almost perfect. 

skilful BrE skillful AmE /ˈskɪlfəl/ adjective  good at doing something, especially 

something that needs special ability or trainingNOUNSa skilful player/driver He is one 

of the team’s most skilful players.a skilful politician/diplomat She has the reputation 
of being a skillful politician.skilful use of sth I like the skilful use of colour in his 
paintings.PREPOSITIONSskilful at (doing) sth Delamotte became skilful at 

drawing.THESAURUS: 

skilfulskilledworker | labour | workforce | staff | craftsman | professional | jo

b | work | handsable to do a job well, because you have had a lot of experience and 

training:Skilled workers can earn a lot of money. | There is a shortage of skilled  

labour (=skilled workers). | The key to a successful modern economy is a well-

educated and highly skilled workforce. | The chairman of the company says that they 

need skilled staff – there aren’t enough being trained. | The jewellery is made 

by skilled craftsmen. | The hotel staff are all skilled professionals. | Cutting glass is  

a skilled job. | In her skilled hands a snake of clay is shaped into a large jar. | Prison  

officers are skilled at handling prisoners. Skilled or skilful?These words are similar  

in meaning. Skilful means “good at doing something”. Skilled means “good at doing  

something because you have a lot of experience and training”. You also  

use skilled about jobs and work that need a lot of skill and experience.You say  

a skilled worker/workforce (not ‘a skilful one’). You say a skilled job or skilled  

work (not ‘skilful’). talentedplayer | musician | writer | artist | studenthaving a  

natural ability to do something well:The team has some exceptionally  

talented young players. | His father was a highly talented musician, who dreamed of  

a career as a pianist. | She is one of the most talented writers working in English  

today. | Kahlo was an enormously talented artist. | The college say they are always  

looking for talented  

students.giftedchild | player | teacher | writer | student | musicianhaving a great  

natural ability, which few people have:Her son goes to a special school for gifted  

children. | She is one of the game’s most gifted players. | I was lucky to have 

some exceptionally gifted teachers. | Williams described him as ‘a gifted writer who will  

be sadly missed’. | I could see from her essays that she was a gifted student. | Randy 

was one of the most gifted musicians I’ve ever  

heard.expertswimmer | skier | sailor | cook | horseman | horsewoman | staffex
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tremely skilful because you have a lot of experience and knowledge about doing  

something:The people who live on the islands are expert swimmers. | With so many 

mountains and so much snow, it's not surprising that the Swiss have become expert  

skiers. | The captain was an expert sailor. | My mother was an expert cook and she 

served the most delicious meals. | He is an expert horseman and has been riding since 

he was a small boy. | She seemed to be an expert horsewoman. | Our team of expert  

staff can provide professional help and advice. | Politicians are expert at avoiding  

difficult  

questions.accomplishedartist | musician | pianist | singer | liar | writer | player 

| performer | actorvery skilful because you have had a lot of experience of doing  

something:She was an accomplished artist who often had exhibitions at the Royal  

Academy. | Bechard was an accomplished musician, who played trumpet professionally  

in a jazz band. | White was a man of culture, and he was also an accomplished 

pianist. | An accomplished singer and guitarist, she also wrote poetry. | He was  

an accomplished liar and I knew that I couldn’t trust anything he said. | Banville was  

by now an experienced and accomplished writer. | Technically he is a  

very accomplished player, but he needs to build up his confidence. | Johnny Cougar is  

a talented songwriter and an accomplished performer. | Dane Jacobsen was one of the 

best known and most accomplished actors of his generation. | Her first detective novel  

was a highly accomplished piece of  

work.virtuosoperformance | display | guitarist | violinist | pianist | performerex

tremely skilful and impressive:Dustin Hoffman gives a virtuoso performance in the 

film. | Barcelona won the game with a virtuoso display of technical skill. | Atkins was  

a virtuoso guitarist who played with Elvis Presley. | Randy Brecker is a virtuoso 

performer who has many fine trumpet solos on record. Virtuoso (adjective) is only  

used before a noun.  

skill /skɪl/ noun  an ability to do something well, especially because you have 

learned and practised itADJECTIVES/NOUNS + skillgreat/considerable skill (=a lot of 
skill) He plays chess with great skill.good skills We need someone 

with good computer skills.basic skills The basic skills can be acquired very 
quickly.practical skills Students will have the opportunity to learn a lot of practical 
skills.technical skills Good technical skills are not enough.management skills She 

needs to develop her management skills.computer/IT skills We’re looking for 
someone with good IT skills.reading/writing skills Their reading skills are 
poor.communication skills (=the ability to communicate well with people) The nurse 

must use her communication skills to help the patient feel at ease.social skills (=the 
ability to get on well with people) She has no social skills and finds it difficult to make 
friends.people skills also interpersonal skills formal (=the ability to deal with 

people) He wasn’t a good communicator and had no people skills at all.language 
skills (=the ability to use a language) We need to hire people with useful language 
skills.VERBShave a skill He didn’t have the right skills for the job.learn a 
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skill also acquire/master a skill formal It’s important to 

keep learning new skills. | Many of these children have not mastered basic 
academic skills.develop a skill (=improve it) We will give you the opportunity 

to develop your skills.hone a skill (=improve it, especially when it is already very 
good) The course will help you hone your writing skills.use a skill I am sure you 
can use your communication skills to get your message across.take skill also require 

skill formal (=need skill) It’s a difficult task, which requires skill and experience.lack a 
skill (=not have it) He lacked the skills to do the job.PREPOSITIONSskill in (doing) 
sth Skill in reading and writing is not important in some jobs.skill at (doing) sth He 

was impressed with her skill at tennis.with skill The team played with skill and 

determination.THESAURUS: skilltalenta natural ability to do something well  

which can be developed with practice:She was a young artist with a lot of talent. | She 

showed a talent for acting from an early age. | He is a man of many 

talents.geniusvery great ability, which only a few people have:The opera shows 

Mozart’s genius as a composer. | Picasso was a painter of genius.gifta natural ability to  

do something very well, which you were born with:You can see that he has a gift  

for the game. | Winterson has great gifts as a writer.flairskill for doing something,  

especially something that needs imagination and creativity:The job does require  

some creative flair. | She has a flair for languages.expertisespecialized knowledge of  

a technical subject, which you get from experience of doing that type of work:The 

technical expertise for building the dam is being provided by a US company.a/the 

knack /næk/ informala special skill for doing a particular thing, especially a simple  

everyday thing:Breadmaking is easy once you get the knack. | He has a knack  

for making people feel relaxed.  

skilled /skɪld/ adjective  a skilled worker has the training and experience needed 

to do something well. A skilled job needs training and experience to do it wellNOUNSa 

skilled worker There is a shortage of skilled workers.a skilled craftsman (=skilled at 
making things with their hands) The furniture factory employs skilled craftsmen.a 
skilled workforce (=group of workers) The firm is proud of its highly skilled 

workforce.skilled labour BrE skilled labor AmE (=all the skilled workers in a 
company, country etc) There is a big demand for skilled labour.skilled people/staff A 
team of skilled staff is available each weekday to provide advice.a skilled job/skilled 

work Cutting these sections is a skilled job. | The men do highly skilled work.a skilled 
negotiator The government team is led by Schwartz, who is a tough and skilled 
negotiator.a skilled operator (=who is skilled at using a particular machine or piece of 

equipment) Only specially trained, skilled operators are allowed to use the 
machine.sb’s skilled hands In his skilled hands, an old piece of metal quickly becomes 
a beautiful sculpture.ADVERBShighly skilled We are fortunate to have a highly skilled 

and dedicated workforce.PREPOSITIONSskilled at (doing) sth She became skilled 
at interviewing candidates.skilled in sth He was skilled in the art of clock-

making.THESAURUS: skilled→ skillful  

skin /skɪn/ noun  the natural outer layer of a person’s or animal’s 

bodyADJECTIVESfair/pale skin (=light in colour) I have fair skin that burns very 
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easily.dark skin The model had beautiful dark skin.brown/black/white skin This 

make-up is especially for black skin.olive skin (=the colour typical of people from 
Greece, Italy etc) She is Spanish, with olive skin and dark hair.smooth/soft skin Her 

skin was smooth and pale.rough skin (=not smooth or soft) The skin on his hands 
was rough from working in the fields.good/healthy/clear skin (=smooth and without 
any red spots) Vitamin E helps keep your skin healthy.bad/terrible skin (=with many 

spots or marks) I had terrible skin when I was a teenager. | My skin’s really bad at the 
moment.flawless skin (=perfect, with no spots or marks) The girls all had perfect 
features and flawless skin.dry skin My skin gets very dry in the winter.oily/greasy 

skin My skin has a tendency to be oily.sensitive skin (=becoming red or sore 
easily) Special products are available for those with sensitive skin.wrinkled 
skin (=covered in lines because of age) Her skin was becoming wrinkled around her 

eyes.tanned skin (=brown from the sun) His skin was slightly tanned.leathery 
skin (=thick and with a surface like leather – used especially about old people) The old 
man had leathery skin.itchy skin (=making you want to scratch) The cream made 

my skin feel itchy.scaly skin (=hard and dry, like the skin on animals such as 
lizards) The crocodile’s scaly skin is ideally suited to its way of life.VERBS + skindamage 
your skin Strong sunlight can damage your skin.burn your skin The hot coffee spilt 

on his legs, burning his skin.protect your skin It’s important to use sunscreen 
to protect your skin.break the skin (=make a hole in it) The little boy bit her so hard 
it broke the skin.irritate your skin (=make it red or sore) Some types of make-up 

can irritate your skin.soothe your skin (=to stop it feeling painful or 
uncomfortable) The lotion helps to soothe your skin after you’ve been in the sun all 
day.skin + VERBSsb’s skin glows/shines (=it looks healthy) Her skin glowed after she 

had had her shower.sb’s skin peels (=the top layer comes off after you have had a 
sun tan) Using lots of moisturizer may stop your skin from peeling. | A week after I 
came back from holiday, my skin started to peel.sb’s skin sags (=it hangs down in 

loose folds, because you are old) The skin on her arms was already starting 
to sag.skin + NOUNSskin colour BrE skin color AmE also the colour of sb’s 
skin Everyone should be treated the same, whatever their skin colour.skin 

tone (=how light or dark someone’s skin is) Is your skin tone fair or dark?a skin 
condition/complaint (=a medical problem with your skin) She suffers from a 
nasty skin condition.skin irritation (=when your skin is sore or uncomfortable) A lot of 

chemicals can cause skin irritation.a skin rash (=an area of red or spotty skin) Skin 
rashes are common among children.skin cancer Everyone is worried about getting skin 
cancer. 

skinny /ˈskɪni/ adjective  THESAURUS > thin (1) 

skirt /skɜːt $ skɜːrt/ noun  a piece of clothing worn by women and girls, which 

hangs down from the waistADJECTIVES/NOUNS + skirta short/long skirt Short 

skirts are back in fashion this year.a cotton/leather/denim etc skirt This 
colourful cotton skirt is perfect for the summer.a knee-length/ankle-length 
skirt These boots would go well with a knee-length skirt.a tight skirt I must have put 

on weight – this skirt is too tight.a matching skirt (=one that has the same colour as 
another piece of clothing) The woman was dressed in a blue blouse and a matching 
skirt.a pleated skirt (=one with a lot of narrow folds) Helen wore a jacket with a 

neat pleated skirt.a pencil skirt (=a long narrow straight skirt) She often wears a 
grey pencil skirt when she’s in the office.an A-line skirt (=one that is fairly wide at the 
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bottom) Her suit had a fitted jacket and an A-line skirt.VERBSwear a skirt Today 

she’s wearing a blue skirt.put on/take off a skirt I put on a white blouse and a 
red skirt for the interview.smooth (down) a skirt (=make a skirt flat by moving your 

hands across it) She sat down and smoothed her skirt.skirt + NOUNSa skirt 
pocket She reached into her skirt pocket and took out some money.a skirt length In 
the late 18th century, skirt lengths rose above the ankle. 

sky /skaɪ/ noun  the space above the earth where clouds, the sun, and stars 

appearADJECTIVES/NOUNS + skyblue sky The sky was blue and the sun was 
shining.grey sky BrE gray sky AmE Grey skies often mean it’s going to 
rain.dark/black sky Fireworks burst up into the dark sky.bright/clear/cloudless 

sky (=without clouds) The sun rose higher in the cloudless sky.cloudy/dull/overcast 
sky (=with clouds) Cloudy skies were forecast.a starry sky (=with a lot of stars) We 
had dinner on the terrace under a beautiful starry sky.azure sky literary (=bright 

blue) The sun shone out of a clear azure sky.leaden sky literary (=with a lot of grey 
cloud) The leaden skies cleared and the sun came out.the night/evening/morning 
sky The moon is the brightest object visible in the night sky.the summer/winter 

sky Her eyes were as blue as the summer sky.the darkening sky (=becoming 
darker) Benjamin stared up at the darkening sky.the open sky (=a large area of 

sky) They lay on the ground under the open sky.a big sky (=a sky that looks 
large) Montana is still a land of big skies.VERBSthe sky clouds over (=clouds 
appear) The sky was beginning to cloud over.the sky clears (=clouds disappear) By 

dawn the sky had cleared.the sky darkens The bright sky darkened to grey.light up 
the sky also illuminate the sky formal A flash of lightning illuminated the 
sky.PREPOSITIONSin/into the sky We watched the plane go up into the sky.out 

of/from the sky Ice crystals fall from the sky as snowflakes.across the sky A soft 
golden light spread across the sky.under/beneath a sky He hurried 
home under a sky full of stars.the sky above/over sth The sky above the red roofs 

was a clear blue.PHRASESthe sky grew dark The evening sky was growing dark.there 
wasn’t a cloud in the sky It was a beautiful summer’s day and there wasn’t a cloud in 
the sky. 

slab /slæb/ noun  THESAURUS > piece 

slam verb  THESAURUS > close1 (1) 

slang /slæŋ/ noun  very informal language that is used especially by people who 

belong to a particular groupVERBSuse slang You should not use slang in your school 
essays.talk/speak (in) slang The kids all talk in slang and it can be difficult to 
understand what they are saying.slang + NOUNSa slang word also a slang 

term formal ‘Bad’ is sometimes used as a slang word meaning 
‘good’.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + slangprison/street/army slang ‘Click’ was army slang 
for a kilometre. | ‘Shank’ is street slang for ‘a knife’.American/Australian etc 

slang A ‘Pom’ is an English person in Australian slang.Cockney rhyming 
slang BrE (=slang based on words that end with the same sound, used in 
London) ‘Apples and pears’ is Cockney rhyming slang for ‘stairs’.PREPOSITIONSslang 

for sth ‘Bread’ or ‘dough’ is slang for ‘money’. 

slaughter /ˈslɔːtə $ ˈslɒːtər/ verb  THESAURUS > kill 

slave /sleɪv/ noun  someone who is owned by another person and has to work 

for them for no moneyVERBSkeep/own a slave The king kept many slaves in his 
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palace.buy/sell a slave Slaves were bought by landowners and made to work in the 

cotton fields.free a slave Wilberforce successfully campaigned to free the 
slaves.ADJECTIVESa former slave The university was established in the mid-

nineteenth century to educate former slaves.a freed slave The children of freed 
slaves were allowed to become Roman citizens.a runaway slave (=who has escaped 
from his or her master) Their ancestors were runaway slaves.a galley slave (=used in 

the past for rowing a long low ship) Some galley slaves were permanently chained at 
the ankle to keep them in place.slave + NOUNSthe slave trade (=the buying and 
selling of slaves) Millions of Africans lost their lives as a result of the slave trade.slave 

labour BrE slave labor AmE (=work done by slaves, or the people who do this 
work) The temple was built by slave labour.a slave owner Some slave owners treated 
their slaves worse than farm animals.a slave ship (=a ship that was used for 

transporting slaves, especially from Africa across the Atlantic) Conditions on board 
the slave ships were truly terrible.a slave boy/girl The princess had several slave 
girls to serve her.a slave revolt The first successful slave revolt in the Caribbean took 

place in Haiti.a slave market (=a place where slaves were bought and sold) Two slave 
markets operated in New Orleans before the Civil War.PHRASEStreat sb like a 
slave (=treat them very cruelly) He treated his wife like a slave. 

slavery /ˈsleɪvəri/ noun  the system of having slaves, or the condition of being a 

slaveVERBSabolish slavery (=officially end it) Slavery was abolished in the British 
Empire in 1833.sell sb into slavery His wife and children were sold into slavery.free 

sb from slavery It was a long time before many African Americans were freed from 
slavery.PHRASESthe abolition of slavery (=the official ending of slavery) The abolition 
of slavery in Brazil took place in 1888.the campaign against slavery Wilberforce led 

the campaign against slavery. 

sleek adjective  THESAURUS > shiny 

sleep1 /sliːp/ verb  to rest your mind and body, usually in bedADVERBSsleep 

well Did you sleep well?sleep badly Eleanor slept badly that night.sleep 
soundly/deeply (=not likely to wake up) Within seconds, Maggie was sleeping 
soundly.sleep peacefully Celia slept peacefully beside him.sleep uneasily (=not 

sleep well, because you are worried) That night I slept uneasily, anxious about the 
meeting the next day.sleep fitfully literary (=sleep badly, waking up after short 
periods) She slept fitfully, her mind filled with images of Jack’s face.barely/hardly 

sleep (=not sleep much) I hardly slept the night before the wedding.sleep 
late (=wake up late) She had slept late; it was already 11.sleep in (=wake up late) I 
usually sleep in on Saturdays.sleep rough BrE (=sleep on the streets, because you 

have no home) He’d been sleeping rough since his parents threw him 
out.VERBScan’t/couldn’t sleep also be unable to sleep formal I went to bed, but 
I couldn’t sleep. | He lay down but was unable to sleep.try to sleep Be quiet – 

I’m trying to sleep!let sb sleep He was very tired, so we let him sleep.sleep + 

NOUNSthe sleeping arrangements What will be the sleeping arrangements when you 
all go on holiday together?a sleeping pill I took a sleeping pill and tried to go back to 

sleep.a sleeping bag (=a large warm bag that you sleep in, especially when 
camping) You’ll need a warm sleeping bag in the mountains.PREPOSITIONSsleep for 

eight hours/two days etc I usually sleep for six hours.sleep through sth (=not be 
woken by it) She was so tired she slept through all the noise.sleep in a bed I’m 
looking forward to sleeping in my own bed.sleep on the floor/sofa etc There weren’t 
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enough beds, so some people had to sleep on the floor.PHRASESsleep like a 

log also sleep like a baby informal (=sleep very well) I was exhausted and slept like a 
log.have trouble sleeping (=not sleep well) Fortunately, I never have any trouble 

sleeping.not sleep a wink informal (=not sleep at all) I didn’t sleep a wink last 
night.sleep on your back/front/side Some people are more comfortable sleeping 
on their fronts.somewhere to sleep I need to find somewhere to 

sleep tonight. Sleep or be asleep?You use be asleep when saying that someone is  

not awake: Is the baby asleep? Don’t wake him – he’s fast asleep (=completely  

asleep).You usually use sleep when talking about how well, how long, or where  

someone sleeps: I slept well last night. You can sleep in the spare  

bedroom. THESAURUS: sleepbe asleepto be sleeping:The baby’s asleep – don’t  

wake her. | He was fast asleep (=completely asleep)by the time I got  

home.oversleepto sleep for longer than you intended so that you wake up late in the 

morning:I overslept and was late for work.take a nap also have a nap especially  

BrEto sleep for a short time during the day:She sometimes took a nap on the sofa in  

the afternoon. | Her father was having a nap in front of the television.have a 

snooze also take a snooze informalto sleep for a short time, especially in a chair, not  

in a bed:I think I’ll have a quick snooze.dozeto sleep lightly, for example in a chair,  

and be easily woken:I wasn’t really asleep – I was just dozing. | I must have dozed 

off halfway through the film (=started sleeping).  

sleep2 /sliːp/ noun  the natural state of resting your mind and body, usually at 

nightADJECTIVESa long sleep After a long sleep he felt much better.a little/short 

sleep I always have a little sleep in the afternoon.a deep/sound/heavy 
sleep (=from which you cannot easily be woken) He was in such a deep sleep he didn’t 
hear the alarm.a light sleep (=from which you can easily be woken) I woke up from 

a light sleep.an exhausted sleep (=because you were very tired) He fell immediately 
into an exhausted sleep.a fitful/restless/uneasy sleep (=in which you keep moving 
or waking) My alarm woke me from a fitful sleep.a dreamless sleep (=in which you do 

not dream) She fell into a deep, dreamless sleep.VERBSgo to sleep (=start 
sleeping) He turned over and went to sleep.Don’t say go sleep.get to sleep (=succeed 
in starting to sleep) Last night I couldn’t get to sleep.go back/get back to 

sleep (=sleep again after waking up) He shut his eyes and went back to sleep.drift 
off/drop off to sleep (=start sleeping, especially without meaning to) I felt 
myself drifting off to sleep.send sb to sleep (=make someone start sleeping) She 

hoped the music would send her to sleep.have a sleep BrE (=sleep for a short 
time) The baby usually has a sleep after lunch.sing/rock etc sb to sleep (=make 
someone sleep by singing, rocking them etc) She was usually able to rock the baby 

back to sleep quite quickly.need sleep Some people don’t seem 
to need much sleep.disturb sb’s sleep (=make it difficult for someone to sleep 

well) Drinking too much coffee in the evening can disturb your sleep.sleep overcomes 
sb (=they start sleeping because they are tired) She lay worrying for about an hour 
before sleep overcame her.sleep + NOUNSsleep deprivation (=a situation in which 
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someone does not get enough sleep) Sleep deprivation can result in mental 

disorders.sleep patterns (=the times when you are asleep) Disturbed sleep 
patterns are one symptom of depression.PREPOSITIONSin your sleep (=while you are 

asleep) She died peacefully in her sleep.PHRASESa good night’s sleep (=when you 
sleep well) I woke up refreshed after a good night’s sleep.five/eight etc hours’ 
sleep Two hours’ sleep is not enough for anyone.lack of sleep Lack of sleep can affect 

your ability to do your job properly.fall into a deep/long etc sleep (=start sleeping 
deeply, for a long time etc) He lay down on his bed and fell into a deep sleep.not get a 
wink of sleep (=not sleep at all) They were making so much noise that I didn’t get a 

wink of sleep.cry yourself to sleep (=cry until you fall asleep) I used to cry myself to 
sleep every night.get some sleep You’d better get some sleep.not get much/any 
sleep I didn’t get much sleep last night.wake/be woken from a deep/long etc 

sleep A very long time later I woke from a deep sleep.drift in and out of 
sleep (=keep waking up and then going back to sleep) I lay in the garden, drifting in 
and out of sleep.catch up on some sleep (=sleep after not having enough sleep) I 

suggest you try and catch up on some sleep.THESAURUS: 

sleepslumber/slumbers literarysleep:She fell into an uneasy slumber (=she started  

sleeping). | He awoke from his slumbers (=he woke up).shut-eye informal especially  

humoroussleep:I really need to get some shut-eye.dozea period in which you sleep 

lightly, especially when you are not in your bed:Edward was so tired he fell into a  

doze on the settee (=started sleeping).snooze informala short period when you sleep 

lightly, especially when you are not in your bed:He decided to have a snooze on the 

sofa while he was waiting for the others to get ready.napa short sleep, especially  

during the day:He’s taking a nap. | Helen put the baby down for a nap after  

lunch.forty winks informala short sleep, especially during the day:I’m just going  

to have forty winks. | I felt a lot better after I had had forty winks  

sleepy /ˈsliːpi/ adjective  1. tired and ready to sleepVERBSfeel sleepy It was 

getting late and I was beginning to feel sleepy.become/get sleepy The children get 
sleepy on long car trips.make sb sleepy The warm air in the room 

was making her sleepy.look/sound sleepy You look sleepy. Have you just got 
up?NOUNSsleepy eyes She woke up and looked at him with sleepy eyes.a sleepy 
voice “What time is it?” he asked in a sleepy voice.a sleepy child The sleepy 

child rubbed her eyes and yawned.sleepy head informal (=used when talking to 
someone who is sleepy and has just woken up) “Wake up, sleepy head!” she 

called.THESAURUS: sleepy→ quiet (3)2. very quiet with not much 

happeningNOUNSa sleepy town/village I live in a sleepy little town.a sleepy 
backwater (=a very quiet place, not influenced by outside events or new ideas) The 

village was a sleepy backwater in the middle of the Devon countryside. 

sleeve /sliːv/ noun  the part of a piece of clothing that covers all or part of your 

armADJECTIVES/NOUNS + sleeveshort/long sleeves Her blouse has short 

sleeves. | a short-sleeve summer shirta shirt/jacket/coat sleeve His watch was 
under his shirt sleeve.wide/full sleeves A kimono is a traditional piece of Japanese 
clothing, like a long coat with wide sleeves.a puffed sleeve also a puff 

sleeve AmE (=a short sleeve that is wider in the middle than at each end) a summer 
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dress with puffed sleevesVERBSroll up/down your sleeves He rolled up his 

shirt sleeves and got to work. | He had his shirt sleeves rolled up above his elbows. | I 
paused to roll down my shirt sleeves and button the cuffs.pull up/down your 

sleeve He pulled up his sleeve to show her his tattoo.tug at sb’s sleeve (=pull it 
many times) The kids kept tugging at my sleeve, asking to go home. 

slender /ˈslendə $ -ər/ adjective  THESAURUS > thin (1), thin (2) 

slice1 /slaɪs/ noun  1. a thin flat piece of food cut from a larger 

pieceADJECTIVESa thin slice Serve the soup with thin slices of bread and butter.a 
thick slice Cut the pineapple into thick slices.a large/big slice He was eating a large 
slice of chocolate cake.a small slice She politely accepted a small slice of pie.a 

generous slice (=thick or big) He cut himself a generous slice of cheese.VERBScut a 
slice She cut another slice of bread.cut sth into slices Cut the 
orange into thin slices.PREPOSITIONSa slice of sth Would you like another slice 

of pizza?in slices Serve the tart cold, in slices.THESAURUS: slice→ piece2. a 

part or share of somethingADJECTIVESa large/big slice A large slice of the profits 

goes to the company’s shareholders.a significant/substantial/sizeable 
slice formal (=big) A significant slice of his time is spent answering 
emails.VERBSget/take/grab a slice Ordinary people want to grab a slice of their 

country’s new wealth.carve out a slice (=get it) New companies are keen to carve 
out a slice of this growing market for themselves.PHRASESa slice of the 
pie/action informal (=a share of something) Insurance is big business and 

supermarkets want a slice of the action.a slice of luck She had a large slice of luck in 
this tournament. 

slice2 /slaɪs/ verb  THESAURUS > cut1 (1) 

slide /slaɪd/ verb  to move smoothly over a surfacePREPOSITIONSslide on 

sth The kids were having fun sliding around on the polished floor.slide across 
sth Francesca slid across the ice.slide into/out of sth He slid into the driver's seat 

beside her.THESAURUS: slideslipto slide a short distance accidentally, and fall or  

lose your balance slightly:Be careful you don’t slip on the ice. | She slipped and broke 

her ankle.skidto slide sideways or forwards in a way that is difficult to control – used 

especially about a moving vehicle:He slammed on the brakes and the car skidded to a  

halt. | Go slowly in wet or icy weather, because it’s easy to skid.glideto move 

smoothly and quietly across water or a smooth surface, especially in a graceful way:A 

swan was gliding across the lake. | The ship glided into port.slitherto slide in an  

awkward way, for example on a rough or muddy surface. Also used to describe the 

movement of a snake as it goes from side to side along the ground:Tom slithered  

down the bank into the water. | The snake slithered under a rock.  

slight /slaɪt/ adjective  small and often not importantNOUNSa slight 

increase/rise The figures show a slight increase in the number of accidents.a slight 

decrease/decline/fall There has been a slight decline in the number of students 
studying science at university.a slight improvement Her spelling has started to show 
a slight improvement.a slight change There has been a slight change of plan.a slight 

difference There’s a slight difference in height, but it’s only a couple of centimetres.a 
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slight problem Unfortunately, there is a slight problem with your licence – it’s out of 

date.a slight delay There was a slight delay due to roadworks, but nothing serious.a 
slight pause After a slight pause, he continued speaking.a slight angle The wall isn’t 

straight. It’s leaning at a slight angle.ADVERBScomparatively/relatively 
slight (=when compared to something else) The damage seemed comparatively 
slight considering the strength of the storm.only slight (=used to emphasize that 

something is very small) The only slight criticism I have is that the pool wasn’t 
heated.so slight The risk seemed so slight I was prepared to take it.however 
slight (=used to say that a small difference can still have an effect) An injury, however 

slight, can affect an athlete’s performance.PHRASESnot the slightest doubt Their 

coach does not have the slightest doubt that the team can win the title. Slight is often  

used when speaking ironically (=using words that have the opposite meaning): There  

is a slight problem – we don’t have any money (=there is a big  

problem). THESAURUS: slight→ small (1)  

slim /slɪm/ adjective  THESAURUS > thin (1), thin (2) 

slit verb  THESAURUS > cut1 (1) 

slogan /ˈsləʊɡən $ ˈsloʊ-/ noun  a short phrase used in advertisements, or by 

politicians, organizations, protesters etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS + slogana 
campaign/election slogan His campaign slogan was ‘Peace, stability, and 

prosperity’.a political slogan The walls had political slogans painted on them.an 
advertising/marketing slogan Their advertising slogan was ‘A Mars a day helps you 
work, rest, and play’.a catchy slogan (=one that is easily remembered) The Liberal 

Democrats were searching for a more catchy slogan.a snappy slogan (=one that is 
short and effective) They’ve come up with a good snappy slogan for the product.an 
empty/hollow slogan (=a slogan making a promise that is not kept) We want real 

progress, not just empty slogans.an anti-government slogan Protesters carried 
banners bearing anti-government slogans.an anti-war slogan Demonstrators lined the 
streets and chanted anti-war slogans.VERBSshout slogans Five youths were arrested 

after shouting anti-government slogans.chant slogans (=keep shouting them together 
in a regular way) Dozens of demonstrators waved banners and chanted 
slogans.bear/carry a slogan (=have a slogan printed on it) There was a stall selling 

badges bearing campaign slogans.coin a slogan also come up with a 
slogan (=invent it) He was the man who coined the slogan ‘Small is 
beautiful’.PREPOSITIONSunder a slogan The party campaigned under the slogan ‘back 

to basics’.the slogan of sb/sth The Beatles song ‘All You Need is Love’ became 

a slogan of the hippy movement.THESAURUS: slogan→ phrase 

slope /sləʊp $ sloʊp/ noun  a piece of ground or a surface that is higher at one 

end than the otherADJECTIVESa steep slope We struggled to get up the steep slope.a 
gentle slope (=not steep) These are gentle slopes which beginners should be able to 

ski down.a long slope The fence is at the bottom of a long slope.a 
downward/downhill slope The garden has a slight downhill slope.an uphill slope It 
is hard to land on an uphill slope.a grassy slope The children had fun rolling down 

a grassy slope.a wooded slope (=with a lot of trees) We looked down on the wooded 
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slopes of the valley.a rocky slope The castle is perched high up on a rocky slope.the 

lower/upper slopes of sth Only the lower slopes of the mountain could be seen 
through the mist.the eastern/northern etc slopes of sth Vines are grown on 

the eastern slopes of the hill.NOUNS + slopea mountain slope Snow was falling on the 
mountain slopes.a ski slope The most experienced skiers race down the steepest ski 
slopes.VERBSclimb up/down a slope also ascend/descend a 

slope formal We climbed down the southern slope of the mountain.PHRASESat the 
bottom/foot of a slope The house sits at the foot of a grassy slope.the top of a 
slope The skiers get a chairlift back to the top of the slope.be perched on a 

slope (=used when emphasizing that something is high up on a steep slope) The 
house is perched on the sunny southern slope. 

sloppy /ˈslɒpi $ ˈslɑːpi/ adjective  THESAURUS > careless 

slow /sləʊ $ sloʊ/ adjective  not happening quickly, or not moving or doing 

something quicklyNOUNSslow growth/development The slow growth in sales is 
causing concern.a slow rate/pace The economy grew at a slow rate.a slow 
speed The car was travelling at a very slow speed.a slow process Finding the right 

person can be a slow process.slow progress/improvement It was a difficult climb 
and progress was slow.a slow start (=it began very slowly) The work got off to a 
very slow start.a slow reader/learner/walker/swimmer I was a slow learner and I 

couldn’t read till I was 14.the slow lane (=the part of a road for vehicles that can only 
drive slowly) The bus pulled into the slow lane.the slow train (=one that stops at a lot 
of stations) We missed the express and we had to take the slow train.slow 

breaths Take a few deep slow breaths and relax.ADVERBSextremely/incredibly 
slow The old machines were incredibly slow.painfully slow (=extremely slow, 
especially when this is annoying) Downloading files can be a painfully slow 

process.frustratingly/agonizingly slow (=very slow in a way that makes you feel 
impatient) If your progress seems agonizingly slow at first, don’t worry.a little 

slow The server is a little slow at the moment.THESAURUS: 

slowgradualprocess | increase | rise | improvement | change | reduction | det

erioration | decline | shifthappening slowly over a long period of time:Establishing a  

democracy is a gradual process. | There was a gradual increase in temperature. | I’ve 

noticed a gradual improvement in his work. | There has been a gradual change in his  

behaviour. | There was a gradual decline in the birthrate. | There has been a gradual  

shift in people’s attitudes to divorce (=a change from one attitude to a different  

one).leisurelypace | lunch | breakfast | meal | walk | stroll | drivemoving or  

doing something slowly, especially because you are enjoying what you are doing and 

do not have to hurry:The couple walked home at a leisurely pace. | After a leisurely  

breakfast we went for a swim in the hotel pool. | Gordon was taking a leisurely  

stroll through Central Park. | He walked down to the beach in a leisurely 

fashion (=in a slow relaxed way).unhurriedmanner | way | pacemoving or doing  

something in a slow and calm way, without rushing:The doctor explained the treatment  

in a calm unhurried manner. | He began opening the drawers of his desk in  

an unhurried way, looking for something. | Life goes on at an unhurried pace on the 
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islands. | She continued to listen, seeming relaxed and 

unhurried.measuredapproach | way | response | tone | fashiondoing something  

or speaking in a slow and careful way:The committee insisted on taking a measured  

approach to the problem. | Reno gave a measured response to the reporter’s  

questions. | He used a more measured tone in a statement last  

night.sluggisheconomy | growth | sales | demand | performance | startused 

about a person who is slow and lacks energy. Also used when business is slow and not  

many goods are sold:The US economy was sluggish in the early part of the 

year. | The sluggish growth in exports was due to the recession in other parts of the 

world. | Sales of the new phone have been sluggish. | the company’s sluggish  

performance this year | Alexandra woke up late, feeling tired and sluggish. | The car  

seems rather sluggish going uphill.lethargicmoving slowly, because you feel as if you 

have no energy and no interest in doing anything:His son became depressed and 

lethargic and lost interest in his schoolwork. | If I sit in front of the computer all day 

long I often feel lethargic. Lethargic is not usually used before a  

noun. languid literaryhand | gesture | movement | wave | smile | indifference |

 grace | afternoon | summera languid movement is slow, elegant, and uses very  

little effort. You also use languid about times when people do things slowly, especially  

because it is very hot:She lifted a languid hand to push back her long blonde 

hair. | She gave a languid wave as she left the room. | He remembered long languid  

afternoons by the river in August. | a languid  

summer nightglacial literarypaceextremely slow – used especially about the speed at  

which something happens:Things are changing, but at a glacial pace. | There has been 

some progress, however glacial. Glacial also means ‘relating to a glacier’ (=a huge  

area of ice which moves extremely slowly).If something moves or happens very  

slowly, you say that it moves or happens at a snail’s pace: The game began at a  

snail’s pace.In more informal contexts, if something seems to happen very slowly,  

you can say that it goes on forever: The meeting seemed to go on  

forever. ANTONYMS → fast1 

slowly /ˈsləʊli $ ˈsloʊ-/ adverb  at a slow speed: He shook his head 

slowly. “That’s true,” said Joe slowly. The situation is slowly improving. Large white 
clouds drifted slowly across the sky.ADVERBSincredibly slowly The train seemed to be 

going incredibly slowly.painfully slowly (=used when you wish that something would 
happen more quickly) Time seemed to go painfully slowly, and each minute was like an 

hour.THESAURUS: slowlygraduallyhappening slowly over a period of time:I  

practised every day, and gradually got better. | Many of our forests are gradually  
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disappearing.little by little/bit by bitslowly, in a series of small amounts or  

stages:Add the olive oil, little by little. | It’s best to do the work bit by bit.at a snail’s  

paceextremely slowly, especially when this is annoying:Traffic was moving at a snail’s  

pace. | The project seems to be moving at a snail’s pace.  

slum /slʌm/ noun  THESAURUS > area (1) 

sly adjective  THESAURUS > dishonest 

small /smɔːl $ smɒːl/ adjective  1. not large in size or amount, or not 

seriousNOUNSa small town/country/place Exmouth is a small town of about 2,500 
people.a small man/woman/boy/animal etc Our guide was a small man with a 

moustache.a small car/plane/boat etc Small cars use less gas.a small 
company/business He owns a small business which employs eight people.a small 
amount/quantity/proportion The family was able to save a small amount each 

month. | A much smaller proportion of women are employed in senior positions.a small 
number The hotel only has room for a small number of guests.a small 
piece/part She ate a small piece of cake. | They asked him to run a small part of the 

business.a small group The students are taught in small groups.a small minority The 
trouble is caused by a small minority of young people.a small 
change/increase/decrease There has been a small increase in the number of people 

who are looking for work.a small problem There are some small problems that still 
exist.a small difference There are one or two small differences between 
them.ADVERBSrelatively/comparatively small (=rather small, especially compared 

to other things) The number of people who die from the disease is relatively 
small.rather/quite/fairly small also pretty small informal Luckily the hole was fairly 
small.PHRASESsmall but perfectly formed humorous (=small but nice) This new 

Italian restaurant is small but perfectly formed.THESAURUS: 

smalllittlelittle means the same as small. It is often used when saying how you feel  

about someone or something, for example when saying that you like them or feel sorry  

for them:It’s a good little car. | The cake was decorated with pretty little  

flowers. | They had a few little problems. | He was born in a little village in  

Scotland. Little or small?If you say a small boy, you just mean he is not very big. If  

you say a little boy, you mean he is small and young and you feel sorry for him, think  

he is cute etc.You say a small number, not a little number. It is much more common  

to say a small quantity/amount than a little quantity/amount.Little is used with  

uncountable nouns, when saying there is not very much of something: They  

made little progress. You can grow your own vegetables, at very little cost.Little is  

also used when talking about people in your family who are younger than you: He’s  

my little brother (=my younger  

brother). lowprice | cost | wages | income | rent | level | rate | risknot large in  



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [2025] 

amount:The restaurant offers good food at low prices. | the low cost of foreign  

goods | The workers’ wages are very low. | People on low incomes are finding it  

difficult to pay fuel bills. | I chose the apartment because the rent was low. | low 

levels of pollution | The crime rate is low in this area. | There is a low risk of side 

effects.minorinjuries | damage | problem | changes | alteration | role | offence 

| detail | differences | repairs | adjustmentsmall and not important or not  

serious. Minor sounds rather formal:The children were treated for minor  

injuries. | The damage to the car was fairly minor. | There were other minor  

problems which I will not bore you with. | After a few minor changes, the final  

documents were officially sent out. | He suggested one or two minor alterations to the 

design. | Women continued to play only a minor role in the decision-

making. | For minor offences, the police often just give a warning. | They disagreed 

over a few minor details. | The maps are the same, apart from one or two minor  

differences. | The ship stopped in the next port for a few minor repairs. | After a  

few minor adjustments, the machine was ready to  

use.slightincrease | decrease | reduction | improvement | change | difference |

 problem | pause | delay | movementvery small and not very important or not very  

noticeable:There was a slight increase in sales in November. | There was a slight  

decrease in temperature when I got off the plane. | We had a slight reduction in visitor  

numbers compared with the previous year. | He noticed a slight improvement in his  

health. | We had a slight change of plan. | You can taste a slight difference in flavour,  

but they are very similar. | There’s just one slight problem – I’ve forgotten to bring my 

wallet. | There was a slight pause while she tried to remember his name. | Passengers  

may experience some slight delays because of the bad weather. | He made a slight  

movement of his  

hand.modestamount | increase | improvement | reduction | effect | success | p

rofit | price | fee | sum | income | salaryrather small:She was able to earn  

a modest amount of money as a nurse. | There has been a modest increase in  

sales. | There was a modest improvement in the figures. | The report showed a modest  

reduction in the number of accidents. | Some studies show that the drug has a modest  

effect. | He achieved modest success as an actor. | Last year, the company recorded 

a modest profit of £1.4 million. | They bought shares in the company for a modest  

price. | You pay a modest fee to play the game online. | £200 seems a very modest  

sum these days. | Chen had a relatively modest income as a junior  

clerk.compactcamera | car | version | city | apartment | kitchenused about  

things that are specially designed to be small, or places that are small but easy to get  

around:A compact camera will fit in your shirt pocket. | We rented a compact car in  

order to save money. | The Clavinova is a compact version of a piano. | Amsterdam is  

a very pleasant and compact city. | The kitchen is very compact and the cupboards are 
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cleverly designed so that you can fit a lot of things in  

them.cramped disapprovingconditions | room | apartment | office | cartoo small  

because people do not have enough room to move around:The people work in  

very cramped conditions. | The family spent the year in a single cramped room. | They 

all lived together in a cramped apartment. | The office feels very cramped with all this  

furniture. | The car feels cramped with four adults in it.ANTONYMS → big2. not 

tallTHESAURUS: small→ short (4)3. very youngTHESAURUS: 

small→ young4. not importantTHESAURUS: small→ unimportant  

smart /smɑːt $ smɑːrt/ adjective  THESAURUS > intelligent 

smash verb  THESAURUS > break1 (1) 

smell1 /smel/ noun  the quality that people and animals recognize by using their 

noseADJECTIVESa strong smell Vinegar has rather a strong smell.a faint smell (=not 
strong) I noticed a faint smell of perfume.a pungent smell (=very strong) A pungent 
smell of garlic filled the air.an overpowering smell (=extremely strong) The smell of 

dead bodies was overpowering.a nice/pleasant/lovely smell There was a lovely 
smell of fresh coffee.a delicious smell (=a pleasant smell of food) There 
were delicious smells coming from the kitchen.a bad/unpleasant/horrible 

smell What’s that horrible smell?a strange/funny/odd smell There was a funny 
smell coming from her bedroom.a sweet smell She liked the sweet smell of hay in the 
barn.a sickly smell (=sweet and unpleasant) He hadn’t washed for days and his 

clothes had a sickly smell.an acrid smell (=strong and bitter) The acrid smell of smoke 
was everywhere.a musty/stale/sour smell (=old and not fresh) The clothes in the 

wardrobe had a damp musty smell.a distinctive smell (=easy to recognize) The 
flowers have a distinctive smell.VERBShave a strong/sweet etc smell This 
perfume has a nice smell.be filled with a smell The house was filled with the smell of 

baking bread.give off a smell (=produce it) Rubber gives off a strong smell when it is 
burned.notice/smell a smell also detect a smell formal He detected a faint smell of 
blood.mask a smell (=hide it) Air fresheners are used to mask unpleasant smells.a 

smell comes from sth also a smell emanates from sth formal A delicious smell of 
baking came from the kitchen. | He was getting complaints about the smell emanating 
from his shop.a smell wafts somewhere (=moves there through the 

air) The smells wafting up the stairs from the kitchen were making her feel 
hungry.PREPOSITIONSthe smell of sth The air was filled with the smell 

of flowers.THESAURUS: smellscenta smell – used especially about the pleasant  

smell from flowers, plants, or fruit. Also used about the smell left by an animal:The 

flowers had a beautiful scent. | Cats use their scent to mark their territory. | The air  

was filled with the heady scent of the roses (=strong scent). | I could smell the sharp,  

dying scent of autumn.fragrance/perfumea pleasant smell, especially from flowers,  

plants, or fruit. Fragrance and perfume are more formal than scent:The air is filled  

with the sweet perfume of the orange blossoms. | Each mango has its own special  

fragrance.aroma formala pleasant smell from food, coffee etc:The aroma of fresh  

coffee wafted across the street (=moved through the air). | Each wine has its  
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own distinctive aroma (=a special aroma that makes it different from others). | The 

bread has a wonderful aroma when it comes out of the oven.whiffsomething that you 

smell for a short time:He caught a whiff of her perfume. | There was a faint whiff of  

jasmine. | There was a distinct whiff of tobacco smoke (=easy to  

notice).odour BrE odor AmE formalan unpleasant smell:An unpleasant odour was  

coming from the dustbins. | The room was filled with the odor of stale  

sweat.pong BrE informalan unpleasant smell:What’s that horrible  

pong?stink/stencha very strong and unpleasant smell:I couldn’t get rid of the stink of  

sweat. | The toilet gave off a terrible stench.  

smell2 /smel/ verb  to have a particular smellADJECTIVESsmell good/nice 

etc The food smelled good.smell delicious That soup smells delicious.smell fresh Rub 
your chopping board with lemon to keep it smelling fresh.smell sweet A ripe melon 
will smell sweet.smell bad/awful/terrible/disgusting etc Cigarettes make your 

clothes smell awful.smell funny/strange This place smells 
funny sometimes.ADVERBSsmell strongly of sth The man smelled strongly 
of alcohol.smell faintly/slightly/vaguely of sth His suit smelled faintly 

of tobacco.PREPOSITIONSsmell of sth The kitchen always smells of fried food.smell 
like sth This wine smells like grass. 

smelly /ˈsmeli/ adjective (smelliersmelliest)  having a strong unpleasant 

smellNOUNSsmelly feet My boyfriend has smelly feet. What shall I do?smelly 
clothes/socks/shoes He refused to take off his smelly socks.PHRASESall 
smelly informal (=very smelly) Your hands are all smelly. 

smile1 /smaɪl/ verb  to make your mouth curve upwards, in order to be friendly 

or because you are happy or amusedADVERBSsmile politely I shook his hand 
and smiled politely.smile sweetly (=in a friendly way, but often not sincerely) He sat 

there smiling sweetly as if he knew nothing about it.smile warmly (=in a friendly 
way) She welcomed them at the door, smiling warmly.smile broadly (=very happily, 
with a wide smile) He sat there smiling broadly.smile faintly/slightly (=a 

little) She smiled faintly back at him.smile weakly literary His aunt smiled weakly and 
asked for another glass of water.smile grimly literary (=smile in an unpleasant 
situation) The guard smiled grimly.smile ruefully literary (=in a slightly sad way, 

because you wish something had not happened) “I’m sorry,” she said, and smiled 
ruefully.smile wryly literary (=when a situation is bad but also amusing) "I suppose 
we’d better have another drink,” he said smiling wryly to himself.VERBSmake sb 

smile His comment made her smile.try to smile “I’m fine,” I said, trying to 
smile.manage to smile (=succeed in smiling, even though you have been unhappy or 
in a difficult situation) She managed to smile through her tears.PREPOSITIONSsmile at 

sb/sth The girl in the next seat was smiling at me. | The older members of the 
group smiled at the enthusiasm of these youngsters.PHRASESsmile to yourself Maggie 
looked at the photo and smiled to herself.have something/nothing etc to smile 

about These poor people do not have much to smile about.THESAURUS: 

smilegrinto give a big smile:The two boys were grinning at each other. | The coach  

was grinning from ear to ear (=was grinning a lot) when the team scored.beamto give 

a big happy smile for a long time, because you are very pleased or proud:She beamed 
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with pride as her son collected the award. | The wedding couple were outside, beaming 

at the camera.smirkto smile in an unpleasant way, for example because you are 

pleased about someone else’s bad luck or because you know something that someone 

else does not know:The children smirked when the teacher dropped all the books on 

the floor. | What are you smirking about? | Sarah smirked at him nastily.  

smile2 /smaɪl/ noun  a happy expression made using your mouthADJECTIVESa 

big/broad/wide smile She came out of the interview with a big smile on her face.a 

warm/friendly smile The waitress gave them a warm smile. | “Welcome”, said Max, 
with a friendly smile.a sweet smile (=a nice smile) You have a really sweet smile, very 
charming.a gentle/reassuring smile “You’ll be alright,” she said with a reassuring 

smile.a dazzling smile (=a big smile which shows someone’s white teeth) Diana gave 
a dazzling smile for the photographers.a bright/beaming/radiant smile (=which 
shows that you are very happy) “I’m so pleased,” he told her with a beaming smile.a 

little/faint/slight smile A faint smile spread across his lips.a quick smile “Thank 
you for your help,” Sabrina said with a quick smile.a wry smile literary (=when you 
think a bad situation is slightly amusing) “I’m afraid it’s a little crowded in here,” he 

said with a wry smile.a rueful smile literary (=when you wish you had not done 
something) “I’ve been pretty stupid, haven’t I?” Harry said with a rueful smile.a 

knowing smile (=showing you know something secret) “Where were you last night?” 
she said with a knowing smile.a tight smile (=showing that you are annoyed or 
worried) She was standing in the doorway with a tight smile on her face.VERBS 

+ smilegive (sb) a smile His mother gave him a big smile and told him not to 
worry.break into a smile (=suddenly start to smile) Anna’s face broke into a 
smile when she saw her mother.return sb’s smile (=smile at someone after they have 

smiled at you) “Nice to meet you too,” she said, returning his smile.flash (sb) a 
smile (=give a quick smile) She went out, flashing him a smile, and closing the door 
behind her.force/manage a smile (=smile when you do not really feel happy or 

friendly) He forced a smile, but she could see disappointment on his face.smile + 

VERBSa smile spreads across sb’s face (=someone starts to smile) As she heard the 
news, a faint smile spread across her face.sb’s smile broadens (=it gets 

bigger) His smile broadened when Sarah walked in.sb’s smile fades/vanishes (=they 
stop smiling) Her smile faded and she began to panic.PREPOSITIONSwith a smile “I’m 
fine,” Anna replied with a smile.PHRASEShave a smile on your face/lips Rosie 

always has a smile on her face.a smile of satisfaction/relief/triumph etc There was 
a smile of satisfaction on his face.sb is all smiles informal (=someone smiles a lot and 
is friendly or happy) One moment he’s all smiles, the next moment he shouts at me. 

smoke1 /sməʊk $ smoʊk/ noun  white, grey, or black gas produced by 

something that is burningADJECTIVESblack/blue/white/grey smoke Black 
smoke was pouring out of the engine.thick/dense smoke Thick smoke spread through 

the building.acrid smoke (=smelling bad and making you cough) The bar was full 
of acrid smoke.secondhand smoke (=that you breathe in from other people smoking 
cigarettes) We are becoming more aware of the dangers of secondhand smoke.NOUNS 

+ smokecigarette/cigar/tobacco smoke The air was thick with cigarette 
smoke.wood smoke I love the smell of wood smoke.VERBSsmoke is coming out 
of/from sth Smoke was coming out of the kitchen.smoke is pouring out of/from 

sth Smoke was pouring out of the back of the car.smoke rises Smoke was rising from 
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the top of the tower.smoke billows (=large clouds of smoke come from a fire) She 

noticed smoke billowing out of one of the bedrooms.smoke drifts The cigarette smoke 
drifted away on the breeze.smoke curls On the campsite, smoke curled round the 

tents from nearby fires.smoke clears (=disappears) The kitchen door was still open, 
and inside the smoke was clearing.belch (out) smoke (=send out large amounts of 
smoke) The town is full of factories belching out smoke.smoke + NOUNSa smoke 

detector/alarm (=a piece of equipment that makes a noise if there is a fire inside a 
building) Make sure that every room is fitted with a smoke alarm.smoke 
inhalation (=when you breathe in a lot of smoke from a fire inside a building) Several 

people were taken to hospital, suffering from smoke inhalation.PHRASESa cloud of 
smoke (=a large amount) He lit a cigarette and blew out a cloud of smoke.billows of 
smoke (=large clouds of smoke coming out from a fire etc) The green fresh leaves will 

burn slowly, with billows of smoke.a pall of smoke (=a thick cloud of smoke hanging 
over something) A thick pall of smoke hung over the city.a column/plume of 
smoke (=a line rising up) He could see a thin black column of smoke rising vertically 

into the sky.a puff of smoke (=a small amount that comes quickly from 
something) There was a puff of white smoke from the man’s gun.a wisp of smoke (=a 
thin line of smoke) The fire was out, with only a few wisps of smoke rising here and 

there. 

smoke2 /sməʊk $ smoʊk/ verb  to suck or breathe in smoke from a cigarette, 

pipe etcADVERBSsmoke heavily The risk of heart disease increases if 

you smoke heavily.smoke too much He’s very unhealthy – he smokes too much and 
he is overweight.smoke + NOUNSsmoke a cigarette/cigar/pipe etc Her father 
always smoked a cigar after dinner.VERBSbe allowed to smoke You are 

not allowed to smoke in any public building in the UK.PHRASESsmoke like a 
chimney (=smoke a lot of cigarettes) They both smoke like chimneys and the house 
stinks of cigarettes. 

smoker noun  someone who smokesADJECTIVESa heavy smoker (=someone 

who smokes a lot) My father was a heavy smoker and he died of lung cancer.a regular 

smoker I used to be a regular smoker.a social smoker (=someone who smokes only 
when they are meeting other people, for example at a party) He says he is a social 
smoker and he never buys his own cigarettes.NOUNS + smokera chain 

smoker (=someone who smokes one cigarette after another without stopping) His wife 
was a chain smoker and always had a cigarette in her mouth.a cigarette/cigar/pipe 
smoker Cigarette smokers know that they are taking a risk with their health.PHRASESa 

smoker’s cough I’m not ill – it’s just a smoker’s cough. 

smoking /ˈsməʊkɪŋ $ ˈsmoʊk-/ noun  the activity of breathing in tobacco smoke 

from a cigarette, pipe etcADJECTIVESheavy smoking (=smoking a lot) After a lifetime 
of heavy smoking, he is in poor health.passive smoking (=breathing in smoke from 

other people’s cigarettes) We all know about the dangers of passive smoking.smoking + 

NOUNSa smoking habit (=a strong physical need to keep smoking) He died of lung 
cancer, the result of a 40-a-day smoking habit.a smoking ban also a ban on 

smoking The smoking ban led to a fall in cigarette sales.a smoking 
room/compartment The smoking room is downstairs.VERBSgive up/quit/stop 

smoking I’ve been trying to give up smoking for years.start/begin smoking How old 
were you when you started smoking?cut down on smoking You should cut down on 
smoking and try to lose some weight.smoking causes sth Smoking causes lung 
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cancer.PHRASESno smoking The sign says ‘No Smoking’.anti-smoking The 

government launched an anti-smoking campaign.the dangers/risks of 
smoking Cigarette packets carry strong warnings about the dangers of smoking.the 

effects of smoking Everyone knows about the harmful effects of smoking, yet people 
still smoke 

smooth /smuːð/ adjective  1. without lumps, bumps, or rough 

partsNOUNSsmooth skin His beard felt rough against her smooth skin.a smooth 

surface The leaves of the plant have a smooth shiny surface.a smooth paste Mix the 
ingredients together until you have a smooth paste.a smooth finish (=a smooth 
surface that has been painted or treated in some way) The varnish gives a nice smooth 

finish.a smooth landing The plane made a smooth landing at Heathrow 
airport.VERBSfeel smooth After using the cream for a week, her skin felt smooth.be 
worn smooth The stones on the beach had been worn smooth by the 

sea.PHRASES(as) smooth as silk/glass Her skin was as smooth as silk.silky 

smooth The conditioner leaves your hair feeling silky smooth.THESAURUS: 

smooth→ flat1ANTONYMS → rough (1)2. without problemsNOUNSthe smooth 

operation/running of sth Good communications are vital to the smooth operation of 

the company. | Her assistant took responsibility for the smooth running of her life.a 
smooth transition (=change from one state to another) We hoped the country would 
have a smooth transition to democracy.a smooth passage (=movement to another 

stage in something) The team had a smooth passage through to the next round of the 
competition.a smooth ride/flight/crossing (=a comfortable journey without any 
sudden movements or problems) We arrived on time after a very smooth 

flight.PHRASESsth is smooth sailing (=you do not have any problems) With so many 

enemies, her presidency would not be all smooth sailing.THESAURUS: 

smooth→ comfortable 

snack /snæk/ noun  a small amount of food that is eaten between main meals or 

instead of a mealADJECTIVES/NOUNS + snacka light/small snack I fixed myself a light 

snack and watched TV.a quick snack She grabbed a quick snack on her way to the 
gym.a mid-morning/afternoon/evening snack I usually have a mid-morning 

snack about 11 o’clock.a midnight/bedtime snack Do you ever come downstairs in 
the night for a midnight snack?a tasty snack You will find a range of tasty snacks at 
the bar.a healthy snack Try to give your kids fruit and healthy snacks instead of 

candy.VERBShave/eat a snack He usually has a snack when he comes home from 
school.serve snacks The pool serves snacks and drinks throughout the day.make 
(sb) a snack also fix (sb) a snack AmE I’ll make you a snack if you’re 

hungry.cook/prepare a snack I prepared some snacks for the kids to take with 
them.grab a snack (=eat one quickly because you are busy) I only had time 
to grab a snack for lunch.NOUNSsnack foods Many snack foods, like crisps and 

peanuts, contain quite a lot of salt.a snack bar (=a small café or counter selling 
snacks) There is quite a long queue at the snack bar. 

snake /sneɪk/ noun  an animal with a long thin body and no legs, that often has 

a poisonous biteADJECTIVES/NOUNS + snakea poisonous snake also a venomous 

snake formal He warned me there were poisonous snakes in the area.a deadly 
snake (=which can kill you) This is one of the most deadly snakes in the world.a 
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tree/sea/water etc snake The fishermen regularly catch sea snakes.VERBSa snake 

bites sb The man had been bitten by a snake.a snake hisses (=it makes a noise 
which sounds like ‘ssss’) The snake hissed at him and opened its mouth.a snake 

slithers somewhere (=it moves there) A green snake slithered silently across the 
path.a snake coils itself around sth (=moves its body around it) The snake coiled 
itself around the branch.snake + NOUNSa snake bite/snakebite The leaves are used 

as a treatment for snake bites.a snake charmer (=someone who plays music to make 
a snake move for public entertainment) A group of people had gathered around a snake 
charmer sitting on the pavement.snake venom (=poison produced by a 

snake) The snake venom is extremely poisonous. 

snap /snæp/ verb  THESAURUS > break1 (1) 

sneaky adjective  THESAURUS > dishonest 

snip verb  THESAURUS > cut1 (1) 

snob /snɒb $ snɑːb/ noun  someone who thinks they are better than people from 

a lower social class – used to show disapprovalADJECTIVES/NOUNS + snoba 
terrible/dreadful/awful snob She was a terrible snob and refused to use public 
transport.an intellectual snob Her boyfriend is an intellectual snob who thinks anyone 

who hasn’t been to university is stupid.a wine/music etc snob (=who knows a lot 
about something and only likes what they think is the highest quality kind) Music 
snobs automatically dismiss local bands as second rate.snob + NOUNSsnob 

value/appeal (=used about something that is liked by snobs) The real snob value of a 
car like this is that normal people can’t afford one. 

snow1 /snəʊ $ snoʊ/ noun  soft white pieces of frozen water that fall from the 

sky in cold weatherADJECTIVESdeep snow The snow was quite deep in places.heavy 

snow (=a lot of snow falling) Heavy snow is forecast for next week.light snow (=a 
small amount of snow falling) A light snow had begun to fall.fresh snow (=recently 

fallen) The tracks I’d made were now covered with fresh snow.powdery snow (=soft 
and light) The snow is powdery and good for skiing.driving snow (=falling fast) We 
walked home through driving snow.swirling snow (=blowing around as it falls) It was 

difficult to see in the swirling snow.artificial snow (=not real) The ski slope 
has artificial snow, so you can ski all year round.slushy snow (=containing a lot of 
water) Temperatures had risen and the snow had turned slushy.VERBSsnow comes 

down/falls We sat at the window watching the snow falling outside.snow 
settles (=stays on the ground) The snow was beginning to settle.snow drifts (=is 
blown into deep piles) The snow had drifted up against the wall.snow covers 

sth also snow blankets sth literary The ground was covered with snow.snow 
melts/thaws (=turns to water) The snow has melted and the ground is bare once 
more.clear snow He spent an hour clearing snow from his driveway.snow + 

NOUNSsnow chains (=chains that go around a car’s tyres to stop it sliding in the 
snow) The cars all have snow chains.snow tyres BrE snow tires AmE You can’t drive 
up there without snow 

tires. Snowflake, snowfall, snowball, snowman, snowboarding,  

and snowdrift are written as one word. PREPOSITIONSin the snow There were 

footprints in the snow.under snow The mountain tops 
were under deep snow.PHRASEScentimetres/inches/feet etc of snow More than 20 
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cm of snow fell in 48 hours.a blanket/carpet of snow (=a layer of snow that covers 

everything) Within an hour, the town was buried under a blanket of snow.flakes of 
snow/snowflakes (=individual pieces of snow) A few flakes of snow started to fall.a 

flurry of snow/a snow flurry (=a small amount of snow blown around in the 
wind) The day was cold, with a few flurries of snow.a fall of snow/a snowfall (=an 

occasion when it snows) We had our first fall of snow in mid-November. Snow-

capped mountains have snow on the top: All around the city are snow-

capped mountains. THESAURUS: snowsnowflakespieces of snow falling from 

the sky:The first snowflakes fluttered down between the trees.sleeta mixture of snow 

and rain:The snow turned to sleet and then rain.slushsnow on the road that has partly  

melted and is very wet:I made my way through the dirty slush.blizzarda storm with a  

lot of snow and a strong wind:We got caught in a blizzard on our way to  

school.frostwhite powder that covers the ground when it is cold:Frost can kill delicate  

plants.hail/hailstonesdrops of rain that fall as ice:Hail bounced off the tiled roof. | He 

heard a strange sound, like hailstones striking glass.a white Christmasa Christmas  

when there is snow:Do you think there will be a white Christmas this year?  

snow2 /snəʊ $ snoʊ/ verb  if it snows, snow falls from the skyPHRASESit 

snows/snowed It might snow tomorrow.it is/was snowing When we woke up in the 
morning it was snowing.ADVERBSsnow heavily/hard It has been snowing heavily for 
the last two days. | By the time I got to work, it was snowing hard.snow lightly It was 

still snowing lightly when I walked back to my car.snow steadily It snowed steadily all 
night.VERBSstart/begin to snow As we arrived, it was just starting to snow.stop 
snowing I’ll wait until it stops snowing before I go out. 

snowfall noun  an occasion when show falls, or the amount of snow that 

fallsADJECTIVESa heavy snowfall There was another heavy snowfall last night.a light 

snowfall The weather forecasters are expecting a light snowfall.a fresh 
snowfall There had been a fresh snowfall in the early hours of the morning. 

soap /səʊp $ soʊp/ noun  the substance that you use to wash your 

bodyPHRASESa bar of soap A new bar of soap was lying in the dish.soap and 
water She only uses soap and water on her face.wash sth with soap Make sure 
you wash your hands with soap.soap + NOUNSa soap bubble The sink was filled 

with soap bubbles.soap suds (=a lot of soap bubbles) She was washing clothes by 
hand, and her arms were covered in soap suds.a soap dish (=a container for a bar of 
soap) There was also a small nailbrush in the soap dish.a soap dispenser (=a 

container from which you get liquid soap) The soap dispensers in the toilets are 
empty.ADJECTIVESscented/perfumed soap His hands smelled of perfumed 
soap.VERBSsoap lathers (=it produces bubbles when made wet) Soap will not lather in 

hard water. 

soccer /ˈsɒkə $ ˈsɑːkər/ noun  a sport played by two teams of 11 players, who 

try to kick a round ball into the other team’s goalADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ soccerprofessional soccer Wayne’s ambition was to play professional 
soccer.international soccer (=played by teams representing their country) He will 
retire from international soccer after the World Cup.VERBSplay soccer The kids 
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were playing soccer.watch soccer The men were watching soccer on TV.soccer + 

NOUNSa soccer team/club Jean played for the French soccer team.a soccer 
player/star His uncle was a talented soccer player.a soccer fan (=someone who likes 

soccer a lot) I’m not really a soccer fan.a soccer match/game We’re going to a soccer 
match on Saturday.a soccer field also a soccer pitch BrE (=an area of grass where 
soccer is played) She ran up and down the soccer field.a soccer stadium also a 

soccer ground BrE (=a place where soccer is played) They plan to build a 70,000-
seat soccer stadium.a soccer tournament They won the Asia Cup soccer 
tournament last July.the soccer season (=the period in a year when soccer is 

played) It was an exciting end to the soccer season.a soccer league (=a group of 
soccer teams who play against each other) She helps organize a local youth soccer 
league.a soccer ball The boys were kicking a soccer ball around the field.a soccer 

manager/coach Charles is the men’s soccer coach at Portland University.a soccer 
referee (=the person who makes sure that the rules are followed during the game) He 
is a qualified soccer referee.a soccer hooligan (=someone who behaves in a violent 

way at a soccer match) The police tried to control the soccer hooligans.soccer 
violence (=between fans at soccer games) Most soccer violence now occurs outside 

the stadium. Soccer is used especially in American English. In British English, people  

usually say football.  

social /ˈsəʊʃəl $ ˈsoʊ-/ adjective  1. relating to society or to people in 

generalNOUNSa social class/group People from different social classes began to meet 
each other.social status (=low or high position within society) Marriage to a rich 
woman could improve a young man’s social status.social change/reform During that 

time, the country experienced major social change.social history (=dealing with 
people’s lives, not with politics or wars) She called for more social history to be taught 
in schools.social problems/issues The government must address social 

problems such as poor housing.social conditions The social conditions at the time 
created an atmosphere of revolution.social justice (=when all social groups are 
treated fairly) People in the upper classes had little concern for social justice.social 

equality (=when all people are treated as equal) The book argues that social 
equality is not necessarily a good thing.social deprivation (=very bad living 
conditions) In the richest countries, there are still areas of incredible social 

deprivation.social exclusion (=when some people feel that they do not belong in 
society) We welcome the government’s aim of tackling social exclusion.social 
cohesion (=when there are good relationships between different social groups) The 

policy was designed to create racial harmony and therefore improve social 
cohesion.social mores (=customs, social behaviour and moral values within a 
society) It can take years for a Westerner to fully understand social mores in 

Korea.2. relating to meeting people, forming relationships with them, and spending 
time with themNOUNSsocial life (=activities that involve being with other people for 
pleasure) He has an active social life and has many friends.social skills (=the ability to 

deal with people easily) In school, the children also learn social skills.social 
graces (=good and polite behaviour towards other people) He lacked social graces, but 
he was kind-hearted.social contact/interaction Work provides social contact.a social 

call (=a visit because you want to have a friendly talk or meeting, not for 
business) This is purely a social call – I just came to say hello.social 
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relations (=friendships with other people) After her husband died she built a new set 

of social relations.ADVERBSpurely social (=just for meeting or talking to someone, not 
for business) The invitation is nothing to do with work – my reason for asking you 

is purely social. 

society /səˈsaɪəti, səˈsaɪɪti/ noun  a particular large group of people who share 

laws, organizations, customs etcADJECTIVESa modern society Electricity services are 
an essential feature of modern society.an advanced society Japan is one of the most 

advanced societies in the world.a democratic society Education is important in 
a democratic society.a free society (=one where you can do what you want) We all 
think that we are living in a free society.a civilized society A civilized society should 

treat its elderly members well.a multicultural/multiracial society We live in 
a multicultural society.Western society The values of Western society are not shared 
by some communities.an industrial society Industrial societies place a high 

importance on economic growth.a classless society also an egalitarian 
society formal (=one in which people are not divided into different social classes) Do 
you think that there is such a thing as a classless society?larger/wider 

society (=used when comparing a small group of people to society as a whole) The 
poorest people must be made to feel part of the wider society.a primitive society In 

almost all primitive societies, volcanoes have been regarded with fear.(a) civil 
society formal (=a society based on laws that everyone accepts) The protection of 
human rights is essential for civil society.a just society (=one in which all the people 

are treated fairly) He had a vision of a better and more just society.a capitalist 
society In a capitalist society, we cannot force companies to behave responsibly.a 
divided society British society is deeply divided by class.VERBS + societybuild/create 

a society The purpose of politics should be to build a 
better society.shape/change/transform (a) society The French Revolution was 
important in shaping modern European society.pervade/permeate society (=exist in 

all groups within society) The Obama campaign focused on the desire for change 
that permeated American society.PREPOSITIONSin (a) society We have to accept that 
some groups in society need support.PHRASESa member of society The law needs to 

protect the least powerful members of society.a section/sector of society The desire 
for more luxury exists in every sector of society.sb’s place in society Indian citizens 
are very aware of their relative place in society.society at large/in 

general (=ordinary people, not people such as political leaders) The views of high 
court judges often have nothing in common with those of society at large.a cross-
section of society (=a group that includes many different types of people) The survey 

attempted to include a cross-section of society. 

sock /sɒk $ sɑːk/ noun  a soft piece of clothing that you wear on your foot inside 

your shoePHRASESa pair of socks He had a spare pair of socks in his gym bag.shoes 

and socks We took off our shoes and socks and waded in the stream.VERBSwear 
socks He always wore red socks.put/pull your socks on He quickly pulled 
on his socks and his shoes.take your socks off My feet got so hot and sweaty 

I took my trainers and socks off.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + sockthick socks Wear thick 
socks and boots.cotton/nylon/wool socks Cotton socks are better for your feet.odd 
socks (=socks that are not a pair) He was wearing odd socks – one blue one and one 

black one.ankle socks (=short socks that reach only up to the ankles) The girls wore 
navy dresses and white ankle socks.knee-length/knee-high socks (=long socks that 
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reach the knees) He wore knee-high socks made of wool.smelly socks (=socks that 

have an unpleasant smell after being worn a lot) I’m tired of picking up your smelly 
socks off the floor.sock + NOUNSa sock drawer He also keeps his ties in his sock 

drawer. 

soft /sɒft $ sɒːft/ adjective  1. not hard, firm, or stiff, but easy to 

pressNOUNSsoft skin/hair/fur The baby’s skin was lovely and soft.soft 
ground/earth/grass/sand My feet sank into the soft ground.soft 

material/fabric/leather The shoes were made of soft brown leather.soft 
food/fruit/cheese/bread Soft sugary foods are bad for your teeth.a soft 
texture/feel The bread has a pleasantly soft texture.VERBSgo soft The ice cream 

will go soft if you leave it outside the freezer.keep sth soft The cream helps 
to keep your skin soft.stay/remain soft The chocolate will stay soft for hours after 
baking.ADVERBSbeautifully/wonderfully soft The fabric has a beautifully 

soft texture.PHRASESas soft as silk Her face was as soft as silk.soft to the touch The 

leaves were soft to the touch and covered in tiny hairs.THESAURUS: 

softtendermeat | beef | steak | chicken | pork | flesh | vegetables | carrots | p

otatoesused about meat or vegetables that are soft and easy to cut, especially  

because they have been well cooked:The beef was lovely and tender. | The tender  

steak could be cut with a butter knife. | He picked the tender flesh carefully from the 

bones. | The leaves of these baby vegetables are tender, young, and smaller than the 

fully grown ones. | Cook 

the carrots until tender.soggybread | vegetables | cabbage | rice | pastry | sand

wich | ground | field | paper | messif something is soggy, it is too soft because it  

contains a lot of liquid, especially in a way that seems unpleasant:The bread had gone 

all soggy with the juice from the tomatoes. | English food used to consist  

of soggy boiled vegetables and overcooked meat. | His feet sank into the soggy 

ground. | The plants were a soggy mess after the 

rain.squishy also squashy BrEtomato | sofa | armchair | toy | leavesvery soft and  

easy to press:The tomatoes have gone all squishy – I think I’ll throw them out. | I sat  

down on a big squashy sofa. | Her bedroom was full of  

big squishy animal toys. | The leaves were squishy under our feet. The  

word squishy shows the sound that something soft makes when you press  

it. spongytexture | foam | ground | soil | earthsoft and full of holes that contain  

air or liquid like a sponge:The bread has a soft spongy texture. | The shoes  

have spongy foam in the soles. | His boots sank into the spongy 

soil.springyturf | mattress | surface | texture | hairused about a surface that  

comes back to its normal shape after being pressed or walked 

on:The turf was springy beneath her feet (=the grass was springy). | Her hair felt  

lovely and springy.mushyvery soft and becoming like a liquid – used especially about  

food that has been cooked for too long or is no longer fresh:Cook the fruit until it is  
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soft but not mushy. | The sprouts were mushy and the gravy was lumpy. In the north  

of England, mushy peas are traditionally eaten with fish and  

chips. pliable /ˈplaɪəbəl/able to be bent or pressed without breaking or cracking:The 

clay was still pliable and not too dry. | Soak the dried mushrooms in water until soft  

and pliable.ANTONYMS → hard (1)2. gentleNOUNSa soft 

voice/sound Her voice was soft and calming.soft light/lighting/glow The soft 
lighting makes the room feel nice and cosy.soft eyes/face/smile The horse had 

big soft brown eyes.THESAURUS: soft→ quiet (1)→ dim 

software /ˈsɒftweə $ ˈsɒːftwer/ noun  a computer program or set of 

programsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + softwarecomputer software He works for a computer 

software company.anti-virus software (=which protects against viruses) It’s 
important to have good anti-virus software installed.educational/business 
software The company makes educational software.voice-/speech-recognition 

software (=that responds to spoken instructions) This voice-recognition software is 
already available on some mobile phones.open-source software (=available at no 
cost, and able to be changed by the user) It would be better to use open-source 

software such as Linux.VERBSuse software Several companies have already 
begun using the software.run software To run the software, you will need the latest 
version of Windows.download software Users can download the software for 

free.load/install software It only takes a few minutes 
to install the software.write/design/develop software He designs software for an 
Atlanta-based company.upgrade/update software (=get a better or more modern 

version) Make sure you regularly update your anti-virus software.software + NOUNSa 
software developer/engineer/designer She got a job in California as a software 
developer.a software company He owns a small software company.the software 

industry The software industry employs millions of people.software products She 
developed a range of software products for use in cellphones.a software 
package/suite/bundle (=a set of programs) Select a software package which suits 

your requirements.a software giant (=a very large software company) The mobile 
company is discussing a deal with software giant Microsoft.PHRASESa piece of 
software This excellent piece of software is compatible with both PCs and Macs. 

soggy /ˈsɒgi $ ˈsɑːgi/ adjective  THESAURUS > soft (1), wet1 (1) 

soil /sɔɪl/ noun  1. the top layer of the earth in which plants 

growADJECTIVESgood/rich/fertile soil (=good for growing plants) The soil is very 
fertile and good for growing crops.poor soil (=not good for growing plants) If 

the soil is poor, add manure or compost.deep soil Parsnips need deep soil.thin 
soil (=not deep) The thin soil is easily washed away.moist/dry soil Keep the soil 

moist.light/sandy soil (=containing a lot of sand) Some plants prefer sandy 
soils.heavy/clay soil (=containing a lot of clay) The soil was too heavy for growing 
carrots.well-drained soil also free-draining soil (=letting water pass through 

easily) Tomatoes prefer a well-drained soil.acid/alkaline soil Blueberries need acid 
soil.VERBSimprove the soil Adding manure helps to improve the soil.weed the 
soil (=remove the weeds) The soil needs weeding every couple of weeks.till the 

soil (=prepare it to grow crops, especially using a special tool such as a hoe or a 
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plough) Their time is spent in constantly tilling the soil.soil + NOUNSsoil 

erosion (=when water or wind removes soil) Planting these grasses helps to 
prevent soil erosion on slopes.soil conservation (=ways to keep soil in good condition 

and prevent erosion) We teach local farmers methods of soil conservation.soil 
structure (=the mixture of materials that make soil) If animals are allowed to feed 

here for years, there will be damage to the soil structure.THESAURUS: 

soilearththe brown substance that the ground is made up of:Thousands of tons of  

earth were moved to build the dam. | The earth was covered in snow. | They laid the 

coffin in the cold dark earth.dirt AmEloose dry earth:He put a pile of dirt in the 

wheelbarrow.dusta dry powder made up of extremely small bits of earth or  

sand:A cloud of dust billowed out behind the tractor (=it blew around).mudwet soil  

that has become soft and sticky:The dog came back covered in mud.2. literary a 

country - used in the following phrasesPHRASESon French/American etc soil It was 
his first time on Spanish soil.on foreign soil He was pleased to be back on foreign 

soil again. 

soiled /sɔɪld/ adjectiveTHESAURUS > dirty 

soldier /ˈsəʊldʒə $ ˈsoʊldʒər/ noun  a member of the army of a country, 

especially someone who is not an officerADJECTIVESa British/US/Pakistani etc 
soldier Two British soldiers were killed yesterday.a brave soldier One brave soldier 
carried his injured comrade to safety.a wounded soldier The television report 

showed wounded soldiers returning from the war.a young soldier Here is a picture of 
my father as a young soldier.an old soldier (=someone who was a soldier in the 
past) Like many old soldiers, he liked to spend time alone.a regular/professional 

soldier (=someone whose job is being a soldier) Members of the volunteer army 
fought alongside regular soldiers.a missing soldier (=who may have been killed or 
captured by the enemy) The missing soldier's name has not been released to the 

public.NOUNSan enemy soldier We saw a line of enemy soldiers advancing towards 
our position.a foot soldier (=who travels by walking, not on a horse or in a vehicle) He 
sent 1,000 cavalry and 15,000 foot soldiers to the region.a rebel soldier (=fighting 

against a government) The outskirts of the city have been attacked by rebel soldiers.a 
child soldier The African leader’s army used child soldiers.VERBSa soldier dies/is 
killed A British soldier died after his vehicle was hit by a roadside bomb.a soldier is 

wounded Five soldiers were wounded, one seriously.a soldier fights He was a brave 
soldier who fought for his country.a soldier returns from a war/battle etc The film 
shows hundreds of soldiers returning from the battlefields of northern France.a soldier 

is stationed somewhere (=sent to live and work somewhere) These soldiers have 
been stationed in the Helmand province of Afghanistan for six months.play 
soldiers (=pretend to be soldiers – used about children) In the garden, two young 

boys were playing soldiers.PHRASESsend soldiers into battle The prime minister 
understands the responsibility of sending soldiers into battle.lead soldiers into 
battle I imagine the general leading his soldiers into battle with his sword 

outstretched.soldiers in the field also soldiers on the ground (=in the area where a 
war is taking place) We need more soldiers on the ground to do the job properly. 

sole AC /səʊl $ soʊl/ adjective  1. the sole person, thing etc is the only 

oneNOUNSthe sole purpose/aim/intention The sole purpose of the device is to kill 
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people.the sole reason His sole reason for speaking was to embarrass me.the sole 

cause No-one would claim that violent films are the sole cause of violence in 
society.the sole candidate He was the sole candidate for the post.the sole 

occupant The library’s sole occupant was a thin, elderly man.the sole survivor She 
was the sole survivor of the crash.the sole exception All the men had beards, with 
the sole exception of Jack.the sole means Radio was our sole means of contact with 

the outside world.PHRASESthe sole surviving/remaining member/child etc The 
king’s sole surviving child, Mary, became queen.2. not shared with anyone 
elseNOUNSsole responsibility She has sole responsibility for a large family.sole 

rights The company now has the sole rights to the process.sole 
ownership/possession He has sole ownership of the company.sole 
control/charge The school was no longer under the sole control of the local 

council.sole authority These American settlers refused to recognize the sole 
authority of the English government. 

solemn /ˈsɒləm $ ˈsɑː-/ adjective  1. serious, especially because something sad 

has happenedNOUNSa solemn face/expression I knew from their solemn faces that 

something bad had happened.a solemn voice/solemn tones “This is a very serious 
matter,” he said in solemn tones.solemn words The crowd listened to these solemn 

words in silence.a solemn occasion I had no clothes suitable for a solemn 
occasion such as a funeral.a solemn moment Both men signed the treaty. It was 
a solemn moment.a solemn ceremony At a solemn ceremony, the president read out 

a list of those who had died.a solemn procession Her body was carried in a solemn 
procession to the church.solemn music When he died, the state radio station 
played solemn music all day.VERBSlook solemn He was looking very solemn. “What’s 

the matter?” she asked.sb’s face grows solemn As she read the letter, her face grew 
solemn.2. a solemn promise, warning, or duty is one that you are very serious 
aboutNOUNSa solemn promise/pledge/undertaking How could she break 

her solemn promise?a solemn vow/oath I made a solemn vow not to smoke another 
cigarette.sb’s solemn word (=a solemn promise) I give you my solemn word that 
nothing bad will happen to you.a solemn declaration They each make a solemn 

declaration that they will judge the case fairly.a solemn warning She was given 
a solemn warning about what would happen if she disobeyed.a solemn 
duty/responsibility I had a solemn duty to warn them 

solid /ˈsɒləd, ˈsɒlɪd $ ˈsɑː-/ adjective  1. consisting of a thick hard material and 

not hollow or liquidNOUNSsolid rock They were drilling into solid rock.a solid block of 
sth The water had frozen into a solid block of ice.a solid mass of sth My way was 

blocked by a solid mass of people.a solid object Sound waves travel more easily 
through solid objects than through the air.solid food (=food that is not a liquid) She 
was too ill to eat solid food.solid gold/silver/wood/marble etc (=made only of gold, 

silver etc) He gave her a solid gold bracelet. | The seat was made of solid oak.solid 
matter/material Solid matter is carried along by the water.solid ground She was 
glad to be back on solid ground.a solid form This substance is not dangerous in 

its solid form.solid waste The solid waste is buried or burned.solid fuel (=fuel that is 
not a liquid or a gas) The heater burns solid fuel.VERBSfreeze solid The stream 

had frozen solid.THESAURUS: solid→ hard (1)2. good or able to be depended 

onNOUNSsolid evidence The investigators could not find any solid evidence of a 
crime.a solid performance The goalkeeper gave a solid performance.solid 
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achievement/work We can look back on 2010 as a year of solid achievement.a solid 

reputation The company has a solid reputation for excellent service.solid 
support The president has solid support in most parts of the country.a solid 

foundation/base/basis This is a solid foundation for the future growth of their 
business.a solid background/grounding He has a solid background in the law.a 
solid relationship They appeared to have a solid working relationship.a solid 

guarantee I want a solid guarantee that I will not lose any money.PHRASESrock 
solid also as solid as a rock Their marriage remains rock solid. 

solution /səˈluːʃən/ noun  1. a way of solving a problem or dealing with a 

difficult situationADJECTIVES/NOUNS + solutiona good/effective solution I hope 

someone can think of a good solution. | The government has failed to come up with 
an effective solution.the best/perfect/ideal solution Locking people in prison is not 
necessarily the ideal solution.a satisfactory solution (=good enough) We will not rest 

until a satisfactory solution is found.a neat solution (=simple and clever) This 
sounded like a neat solution to the problem.the real solution (=the only good 
solution) The real solution to the waste problem is to produce much less waste.a 

possible solution There are three possible solutions to this problem.an alternative 
solution We need to look for alternative solutions.a simple/easy solution There is 

no easy solution to the problem.a quick solution We need to find a quick solution.a 
practical/workable solution (=one that is really possible) They’ve had to 
find practical solutions to practical problems.a long-term solution (=that will be 

effective for a long time) A long-term solution to the problem will not be possible until 
that conflict is resolved.a quick-fix solution (=that solves a problem for a short time 
only) He has accused the government of looking for quick-fix solutions.a peaceful 

solution (=one that does not involve fighting) Everyone is hoping for a peaceful 
solution to the crisis.a compromise solution (=in which each side has to accept a 
little less than what they wanted) They will never agree to any compromise 

solution.VERBScome up with/find a solution We are working together to find the 
best solution we can.look for a solution also seek a solution formal The company is 
still seeking a solution to its financial problems.provide/offer a solution I don’t think 

that tourism will provide a long-term solution to employment problems.suggest a 
solution Can anyone suggest a solution?put forward a solution (=suggest one) The 
chairman put forward a possible solution.have a solution Every 

problem has a solution.PREPOSITIONSa solution to sth There is no simple solution 
to this problem.a solution for sth Nature has a solution for everything.2. a liquid in 
which a solid or gas has been mixedADJECTIVES/NOUNS + solutiona weak/dilute 

solution (=containing a small percentage of a solid or gas) Use only a very weak 
solution.a strong/concentrated solution (=containing a high percentage of a solid or 
gas) Drop the egg shells into a strong solution of water and food colouring.a sugar 

solution The water passes into the sugar solution.a saline solution (=containing 
salt) They cleaned the wound with a saline solution.VERBSwater down a 
solution also dilute a solution formal (=add more water to it) Use drinking water to 

further dilute the solution.PREPOSITIONSa solution of sth Wash the wool in a solution 
of water and soap.in solution (=mixed in a liquid) These chemicals are in solution in 
our rivers and streams. 

solve /sɒlv $ sɑːlv/ verb  1. to find or provide a way of dealing with a 

problemNOUNSsolve a problem He solved the problem by buying a better 
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computer.solve a crisis Congress had not been able to solve the financial crisis.solve 

a dispute/conflict The two sides have agreed to solve their dispute by peaceful 
means.solve a dilemma How do you solve the dilemma of giving rights to people who 

do not want them?solve sb’s difficulties You can’t solve your difficulties by running 
away.solve a question/issue People have been trying to solve the 
Israel/Palestine issue for decades.ADVERBSsolve sth peacefully There is a real chance 

to solve this crisis peacefully.solve sth diplomatically (=by having political 
discussions, not wars) We are hopeful that the two nations can solve their 
differences diplomatically.solve sth overnight (=quickly and easily) The issue of how 

to improve healthcare cannot be solved overnight.VERBShelp (to) solve sth We offer a 
counselling service to help couples solve their difficulties.try/attempt to solve 
sth The engineers are still trying to solve the problem.2. to find an explanation for 

something, or find the answer to a questionNOUNSsolve a crime/case The crime was 
never solved.solve a murder Police have called for witnesses to help 
them solve the murder.solve a mystery Staff in the shop think they 

have solved the mystery of the missing money.solve a puzzle You progress through 
the game by solving puzzles.solve a riddle Experts still haven’t 
really solved the riddle of how the pyramids were built.solve an equation At the age 

of six, he could solve complicated mathematical equations. 

some /səm strongsʌm/ determiner  1. a number of people or things, or an 

amount of something, when the exact number or amount is not stated: I need some 

apples for this recipe. My mother has inherited some land. They’re looking for someone 
with some experience. The doctor gave her some medicine for her cough. “Have we got 

any biscuits?” “Yes, I’ve just bought some.”THESAURUS: somea fewa small  

number of people, things etc. A few is used when there is a smaller number  

than some:“Are there any chocolates left?” “Only a few.” | I’m going out with a few 

of my friends.a couple of informaltwo, or a very small number:Can I ask you a couple  

of questions? | I’ll just have a couple of drinks.a littlea small amount of something:I  

speak a little Spanish. | He just wants a little sugar.a certain amount ofa fairly large 

amount – use this to talk about people’s feelings, abilities etc:It’s a job that requires a  

certain amount of skill.2. used when talking about part of a group of people or 

thingsPREPOSITIONSsome of Some of the houses were painted yellow.PHRASESsome 

..., others... Some people asked questions, others just watched 

someone /ˈsʌmwʌn/ somebody pronoun  used to mean a person, when you do 

not know or say who the person isADJECTIVESsomeone important/famous She knew 
the phone call must be from someone important.someone new/different I feel shy 

when I’m talking to someone new. | I wanted to sit next to someone different for a 
change.someone else Ask someone else to check your work.someone special Do you 
have someone special in your life?someone close to sb It was the first time 

that someone close to me had died.someone nice I hope she meets someone 
nice.someone willing to do sth They had difficulty finding someone willing to take on 
the job.someone younger/older She didn’t get the part because the director 

wanted someone younger.PREPOSITIONSsomeone like sb I would never 
marry someone like him.someone with sth We need someone 
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with experience.PHRASESsomeone to talk to/love/blame etc She just 

needed someone to talk to. 

something /ˈsʌmθɪŋ/ pronoun  used to mean a particular thing, when you do 

not know or say exactly what it isADJECTIVESsomething important I have something 

important to tell you.something special We must do something special for her 
birthday.something strange/odd/funny Then I noticed something odd.something 
new/different She was learning something new every day.something similar Try to 

stop the bleeding with a clean handkerchief or something similar.something else If 
that doesn’t work, we’ll have to try something else.something bad/terrible I was 
afraid that something terrible was going to happen.something 

good/nice/wonderful I’ll buy you something nice.something suitable She looked 
through her clothes for something suitable to wear.PREPOSITIONSsomething about 
sb/sth There was something about my old school in the newspaper 

yesterday.something like sth also something akin to sth formal She looked at me 
with something like hatred. | Writing a novel is something akin to giving 
birth.VERBSsay something The man said something in French.do something She 

knew she had done something terrible.something happens Something extraordinary 
is happening.PHRASESsomething to eat/read/do etc We stopped to get something 

to eat.there’s something wrong/something the matter (with 
sth) There’s something wrong with his heart.there’s something strange/special etc 
about sb/sth There was something strange about him.have something to do with 

sth (=be connected with something in some way) She thought the pains had 
something to do with her pregnancy. 

sometimes /ˈsʌmtaɪmz/ adverb  on some occasions but not always: I 

sometimes have to work late. Sometimes, Grandma would tell us stories about her 

childhood in Italy. “Do you ever wish you were back in Japan?” “Sometimes. Not very 

often.” The journey takes an hour, sometimes even longer.THESAURUS: 

sometimesoccasionally also on occasion writtenused about something that only  

happens a few times. Occasionally is used when something happens more rarely  

than sometimes:I prefer trousers but I do wear skirts occasionally. | Very 

occasionally, operations have to be cancelled. | On occasion, prisoners were allowed 

visits from their families.(every) now and then/again also from time to 

timesometimes but not often or regularly:We still call each other every now and 

then. | Every now and again, an invention comes along which changes people’s lives  

completely. | Even experienced doctors make mistakes from time to time.every so 

oftensometimes at fairly regular periods:He looked up from his book every so 

often. | Every so often, a train whizzed past.at timesif something happens at times, it  

happens sometimes but is not what usually happens:The job can be frustrating at  

times. | At times I’ve wondered whether I made the right decision in moving  

here.(every) once in a whilesometimes but very rarely:We only see each other  

every once in a while.  

somewhere /ˈsʌmweə $ -wer/ adverb  used to mean in or to a place, when you 

do not know or say exactly whereADJECTIVESsomewhere safe Put the 
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money somewhere safe.somewhere nice He said he would take her somewhere 

nice for dinner.somewhere quiet He wanted somewhere quiet to work.somewhere 
warm/hot Let’s go somewhere warm this winter.somewhere different/new Do you 

use a map when going somewhere new in a car?somewhere else She wished she 
were somewhere else.VERBSgo somewhere Let’s go somewhere quieter.live 
somewhere I think she lives somewhere near Edinburgh.find somewhere Eventually, 

they found somewhere to sit and talk.PREPOSITIONSsomewhere in Florida/China 
etc He is believed to be living somewhere in Florida.PHRASESsomewhere to 
live/sit/hide/eat etc He is looking for somewhere to live. 

son /sʌn/ noun  someone’s male childADJECTIVESeldest/oldest son Their eldest 

son inherited the house.youngest son Nigel was the youngest son.elder/older 
son (=used when someone has two sons) William is Charles’s elder son.younger 
son (=used when someone has two sons) His younger son is called 

Harry.second/third etc son Soon after their second son Bill was born, they moved to 
America.middle son He is the middle son of three.only son She fussed over her only 
son.5-year-old/14-year-old etc son They have a two-year-old 

son.young/little/small son He left a widow and four young sons.teenage son He is 
divorced with two teenage sons.baby son She was carrying her baby son in her 

arms.grown-up/adult son He has two grown-up sons from his previous 
marriage.adopted son (=who has legally become their child after being born to other 
parents) Augustus was the adopted son of Julius Caesar.a good/dutiful son (=one 

who behaves towards his parents as he should) He had always been a dutiful 
son.VERBShave a son They have three sons.bring up/raise your son She left work 
to bring up her son.sb’s son is born Our son was born 14 weeks early.PHRASESgive 

birth to a son In 1995 she gave birth to a son, David.sons and daughters I am 
proud of all my sons and daughters. 

song /sɒŋ $ sɒːŋ/ noun  a piece of music with words that you 

singADJECTIVES/NOUNS + songa good/great song The band wrote some great 

songs.a new/old song Are any of the songs on the album new? | People always want 
to hear their old songs.sb’s favourite song BrE sb’s favorite song AmE David 
Bowie’s ‘Heroes’ is one of my favourite songs of all time.a catchy song (=easy to 

remember) It’s such a catchy song that we knew people would like it.a hit song (=very 
successful) Elvis’s first hit song was ‘Heartbreak Hotel’.a pop song (=a modern song 

popular with young people, usually with a simple tune and a strong beat) I love all 
those 80s pop songs.a folk song (=a traditional song from a particular area) It’s a 
traditional Spanish folk song.a love song He is releasing an album of love songs for 

Valentine’s Day.a protest song They were singing old protest songs from the 1960s.a 
Beatles/Bob Dylan etc song She sang an old Amy Winehouse song.the theme 
song (=that is sung at the beginning of a TV show, film etc) Who sang the theme 

song for the last James Bond movie?VERBSsing a song They sat round with 
guitars, singing songs.play a song The band played a lot of their old songs.perform a 
song (=play it in front of an audience) He doesn’t like performing his songs 

live.write/compose a song Do they write their own songs?record a 
song The song was first recorded in 1982.listen to a song I spent the 
afternoon listening to some of my favourite songs.burst/break into song (=start 

singing) The crowd suddenly burst into song.a song plays What’s that song playing on 
the radio?a song comes on (=starts to be played) When this song comes on the dance 
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floor fills with people.a song goes (=used when talking about the words and tune of a 

song) I can’t remember how the song goes.song + NOUNSa song title We were trying 
to think of song titles about rain.song lyrics (=the words of a song) The song lyrics are 

printed on the back of the album. Songwriter, songbook, and birdsong are usually  

written as one word. PREPOSITIONSa song about sth She was singing a song 

about lost love.in a song There’s a lot of emotion in this song.in 

song formal (=singing) We heard the choir in song.THESAURUS: songtrackone 

of the songs on a CD or record:Track three is my favourite one. | I downloaded the 

best tracks onto my phone.numbera song that forms part of a performance of several  

songs:The show was brilliant, from the opening number to the end.tunethe notes in a  

song, without the words:I recognize the tune, but I can’t remember what it’s called. | I  

have been playing the tune now for nearly 40 years.melodythe main series of notes in  

a piece of music that has several parts which are played together:The song has a  

simple melody and beautiful lyrics.versea set of sentences that make up one part of a  

song:She sang the first verse of ‘Amazing Grace’.chorusa set of sentences in a song 

that is repeated after each verse:Most of the kids were able to join in the chorus.TYPES 

OF SONGnational anthemthe official song of a country, which is sung or played on 

public occasions:Before the match, everyone stood up to sing the national  

anthem.hymn /hɪm/a religious song that is sung in a church:What hymns did you 

choose for your wedding? | At funerals people often sing the hymn ‘Abide with  

Me’.carola traditional Christmas song:We went around the houses, singing carols.folk 

songa traditional song from a particular area:They played an old Mexican folk  

song.ballada long folk song which tells a story:The song is a traditional ballad about a  

man who is dreaming of his home in Ireland.lullabya slow quiet song sung to children  

to make them go to sleep:She sat by the child’s bed, softly singing a lullaby.  

soon /suːn/ adverb (soonersoonest)  in a short time from now, or a short time 

after something else happensPHRASESsoon after/afterwards Paula became 
pregnant soon after they were married.sooner than sb expected/thought David 

arrived sooner than I expected.soon enough (=used when telling someone that 
something will happen soon) You’ll find out who the winner is soon enough.sooner or 
later (=at some time in the future, although you do not know exactly when) The 

weather must get better sooner or later.See you soon! spoken Thanks for a lovely 
evening – see you soon!So soon? spoken (=used especially when saying that you are 
disappointed that something has ended so quickly) “We have to go now.” “So 

soon?”THESAURUS: soonin the near futurein the next few weeks or months. In 

the near future is more formal than soon:The book will be on sale in the near  

future.in no time (at all)very soon – used to talk about something good 

happening:You’ll be feeling better in no time at all. | In no time at all, her son was  

starting to speak Japanese.in a minute spokenused to say that you will do something  

or something will happen within a few minutes:I’ll be ready in a minute. | The film’s  
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going to start in a minute.any minute now spokenused to say that something will or  

may happen very soon, but you do not know exactly when:They should be here any 

minute now.any day now spokenused to say that something will or may happen in the  

next few days, but you do not know exactly when:I’m hoping to hear from her any day 

now. | Any day now you should be getting your visa.shortly formala short time from 

now:They will be with us shortly. | The new laws will shortly be coming into  

effect (=they will start soon).before long especially literarysoon – used especially  

when something happens which you expected to happen:They got married, and before 

long Anna was expecting a baby.it will not be longused when saying that something  

will happen soon:It won’t be long before everything is back to normal. | I knew that it  

wouldn’t be long before the same thing happened again. | Don't worry - I'm sure it  

won't be long.  

sophisticated /səˈfɪstəkeɪtəd, səˈfɪstɪkeɪtəd/ adjective  a sophisticated 

machine, system, method etc is very advanced, and often 
complicatedNOUNSsophisticated equipment/technology Sophisticated equipment is 
now used to keep patients alive. | They are equipping the medical centers 

with sophisticated technology.a sophisticated system The police have 
a sophisticated computer system.a sophisticated form/version of sth These ancient 

people practised a very sophisticated form of agriculture.a sophisticated 
technique/method She introduced sophisticated marketing techniques into the 
organization.sophisticated weapons Where did the terrorists get such sophisticated 

weapons?sophisticated software They used very sophisticated computer software.a 
sophisticated approach A more sophisticated approach is required.ADVERBShighly 
sophisticated The plane was equipped with a highly sophisticated navigation 

system.increasingly sophisticated Car security systems are becoming increasingly 

sophisticated.THESAURUS: sophisticated→ advanced (1)  

sorrow /ˈsɒrəʊ $ ˈsɑːroʊ, ˈsɔː-/ noun  a feeling of great sadness because 

something very bad has happened, especially when someone has 
diedADJECTIVESgreat/deep/profound sorrow They helped me in a time of great 
sorrow.overwhelming/unbearable sorrow (=very great sorrow) She was filled 

with overwhelming sorrow after the death of her husband.VERBSfeel sorrow When he 
died, I felt no sorrow.fill sb with sorrow Her suffering filled them 
with sorrow.express your sorrow They expressed their sorrow at the 

news.cause/bring (sb) sorrow I regret the sorrow I have caused you. | The years 
that followed brought nothing but sorrow.share sb’s sorrow The president said that 
he shared their sorrow.PREPOSITIONSsorrow at sth His colleagues expressed 

their sorrow at his death.sorrow for sb/sth She felt a deep sorrow for him.in 
sorrow Their heads were bent in sorrow.to sb’s sorrow To his great sorrow, he had 
no memory of his mother’s face.PHRASESa feeling/sense of sorrow Someone who 

has lost their job may have feelings of sorrow and anger.tears of sorrow As he walked 
along he wept tears of sorrow and regret. 

sorry /ˈsɒri $ ˈsɑːri, ˈsɔːri/ adjective  1. feeling regret, shame, or 

sadnessADVERBSreally/terribly/awfully sorry I’m really sorry about forgetting your 
birthday.deeply/truly sorry formal (=very sorry) I am deeply sorry if I upset you.so 
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sorry I was so sorry to hear about your accident.genuinely/sincerely sorry (=really 

feeling sorry, not just saying sorry in order to be polite) He seemed genuinely sorry to 
learn that I’d failed my test.PREPOSITIONSsorry about sth/sb I’m sorry about the 

delay.sorry for (doing) sth She’s sorry for shouting at you.PHRASESsorry to 
hear/learn sth I was sorry to hear you didn’t get the job.sorry to see sth We all 
liked her and were sorry to see her leave.sorry to say sth also sorry to tell sb 

sth I’m sorry to say that I was too shy to ask.sorry to report formal We are sorry to 
report that his health is failing.sorry to interrupt/bother/disturb you I’m sorry to 
bother you, but I need to ask you a question.sorry to disappoint you I’m sorry to 

disappoint you, but your plan has failed.sorry to keep you waiting I’m sorry to keep 

you waiting. Can I help you? If someone says they were sorry to hear  

about someone, it often means that they were sad to hear someone has died: Sorry  

to hear about your grandma. 2. feeling pity or sympathy for someone This meaning  

of sorry is always used in the phrase feel sorry for someone. VERBSfeel sorry for 

sb We felt sorry for the little girl, sitting all alone.feel sorry for yourself You shouldn’t 
stay at home feeling sorry for yourself.ADVERBSfeel so sorry for sb I felt so sorry for 

him that I invited him to join us.feel really sorry He’s a horrible man. I feel really 
sorry for his wife.feel rather sorry also feel a bit sorry informal I feel a bit sorry for 
her, actually 

sort /sɔːt $ sɔːrt/ noun  a type of person or thingADJECTIVESthis/that sort We 

must make sure that this sort of thing does not happen again.some sort There has 
been some sort of error.the same sort Both boys had the same sort of family 

background.a similar sort Yours is a similar sort of house to ours.a different 
sort She’s trying to create a different sort of life for herself.the right sort Climbers 
know that wearing the right sort of clothing could save their life.other 

sorts What other sorts of books do you like?all sorts (=many different sorts) He 
collects all sorts of musical instruments.PREPOSITIONSa sort of sth She likes to watch 
different sorts of films.PHRASESof one sort or another (=of various sorts) Every 

passenger suffered an injury of one sort or another. 

soul /səʊl $ soʊl/ noun  the part of a person that is not physical, which some 

people believe continues after deathADJECTIVESthe human soul He has no 
understanding of the human soul.an immortal/eternal soul Does an animal such as a 

dog have an immortal soul?VERBSpray for sb’s soul When I am dead, pray 
for my soul.save sb’s soul “Jesus died to save our souls,” said the priest.PHRASESthe 

souls of the dead They believe the souls of the dead return to earth.the depths of 
sb’s soul It seemed as if he could see into the depths of her soul.have mercy on sb’s 
soul May God have mercy on her soul.body and soul I was tired in body and 

soul.heart and soul She loved him with all her heart and soul. 

sound1 /saʊnd/ noun  something that can be heardADJECTIVESa loud 

sound There was a loud sound and the branch suddenly snapped.Don’t say a strong 
sound.a faint/soft sound (=not loud) The sound was so faint I wasn’t sure what it 

was at first.a deafening sound (=very loud) The sound of the waterfall 
was deafening.a strange sound I heard a strange sound coming from outside.a 
familiar sound She heard the familiar sound of the key being turned in the front 
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door.a distinctive/unmistakable sound (=easy to recognize) Suddenly from below 

came the unmistakable sound of gunfire.a distant sound (=far away) All seemed 
quiet, except for the distant sound of police sirens.a muffled sound (=not clear) There 

were muffled sounds of movement in the next room.a banging/tearing/hissing etc 
sound The explosion left her with an odd buzzing sound in her ears.a deep/low 
sound The biggest drums make the deepest sounds.a high-pitched sound (=very 

high) Bats make high-pitched sounds which humans cannot hear.VERBS + soundhear a 
sound She heard the sound of a car starting.make a sound The machine made a 
strange hissing sound.sound + VERBSa sound comes from 

somewhere The sounds seemed to be coming from the garden next door.sound 
travels Sound travels at a slower speed than light.sound carries (=can be heard 
some distance away) The sound of these horns carries for miles across the mountains.a 

sound rings out (=can be heard very clearly and loudly) The sound of a gunshot rang 
out across the town.a sound fills a place The sound of laughter filled the theatre.a 
sound stops The sound of the rain suddenly stopped.a sound dies away (=stops 

gradually) The storm passed and the sound of thunder died away.PREPOSITIONSthe 
sound of sth Then I heard the sound of a child crying.without a 
sound (=silently) When everyone was asleep, she slipped out of the house without a 

sound.PHRASESnot make a sound (=be completely quiet) He lay still and didn’t make 

a sound.THESAURUS: soundA HIGH SOUNDsqueaka very short high sound or  

cry:I heard the squeak of his shoes on the tiled floor. | Annie gave a squeak of  

surprise.creaka long high sound that something makes when someone opens it, walks  

on it, sits on it etc – used especially about a door, wooden floor, bed, or stairs:the 

creak of floorboards | The door opened with a creak.screecha loud, long, unpleasantly  

high sound – used especially about someone’s voice, or about brakes, tyres etc:There 

was a screech of tyres followed by a bang. | She let out a screech of  

horror.beep also bleep BrEa high electronic sound that a machine sends out,  

especially in order to attract someone’s attention:You’ll hear a bleep when the 

photocopier’s finished printing.A QUIET SOUNDhuma quiet low continuous sound,  

especially from electrical equipment, traffic, an engine, or people’s conversation:The 

only sound was the faint hum of the air-conditioning unit. | He could hear the hum of  

distant traffic.rustlea continuous quiet sound from papers, leaves, or clothes when 

they rub together:She heard the rustle of dried leaves behind her. | the rustle of silk  

dressesmurmura quiet low continuous sound, especially from people’s voices that are 

far away:The murmur of voices died away. | They spoke in a low murmur.rumblea 

series of long low sounds, especially from big guns, traffic, or thunder:I heard a rumble  

of thunder. | the low rumble of a train approachingMADE BY A LIQUIDsplashthe sound 

that a liquid makes when something hits it, or when it hits against another thing:She 

jumped into the pool with a big splash. | I could hear the splash of the waves against  

the rocks.gurglethe low sound that water makes when it flows gently over or through  

something:The only sound was the gurgle of a mountain stream. | She listened to the 

gurgle as the water drained out of the bath.plopthe sudden short sound when 
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something is dropped into a liquid:Kate dropped the ice into her glass with a  

plop. | There was a plop as the frog jumped into the pond.MADE BY AIR OR GAShissa 

continuous high sound when air or gas comes out of something:There was a hiss of  

steam from the coffee machine. | Workers reported hearing a loud hiss moments  

before the explosion.MADE BY AN EXPLOSION, GUN ETCbanga short sudden loud noise  

made by a gun, bomb etc:There was a loud bang as the bomb exploded. | The 

firework went off with a bang.booma very loud sound from an explosion, which you 

can hear for several seconds after it begins:The building exploded into rubble with  

a loud boom. | The boom of artillery fire echoed in the distance.roara continuous very  

loud noise that gets louder and continues for a long time:The light was followed by 

the deafening roar of explosions (=extremely loud). | I could hear the roar of the ship’s  

engines. | The roar of the wind made conversation difficult.MADE BY THINGS HITTING 

OTHER THINGSbanga loud sound caused especially when something hard or heavy hits  

something else:I heard a loud bang and rushed out to see what had happened. | He 

slammed the door shut with a bang.crasha very loud sound caused when something  

hits something else, especially when damage is caused:The tray of dishes fell to the 

floor with a crash. | I heard an enormous crash outside our house, and I went to see 

what had happened.thuda quiet low sound made when a heavy object falls down onto 

a surface:There was a dull thud as the box hit the floor. | His head hit the ground with  

a sickening thud (=one that sounded very unpleasant).thumpa dull loud sound made 

when a heavy object hits something else:There was a loud thump as Eddie threw 

Luther back against the wall.clinka short ringing sound made when two glass, metal,  

or china objects hit each other:the clink of champagne glasses | The clink of cutlery  

could be heard in the restaurant.tinklethe pleasant sound that is made by light pieces  

of glass or metal hitting each other repeatedly:He listened to the faint tinkle of cow 

bells in the distance.jinglethe sound of small metal objects being shaken together:I  

heard the jingle of keys and the guard opening the door. | the jingle of her  

braceletsrattlea short repeated sound made when things hit against each other – used  

especially when part of something is loose and is hitting against something:There was  

a strange rattle coming from the engine. | the rattle of the cups on the trolley  

sound2 /saʊnd/ adjective  1. sensible and likely to produce good 

resultsADVERBSbasically/fundamentally sound His argument is fundamentally 
sound.perfectly/entirely sound Her reasons for taking the job are perfectly 

sound.generally sound Their management of the company has been generally 
sound.apparently sound The decision was taken for apparently 
sound reasons.environmentally/ecologically sound The government 

encourages environmentally sound management of the 
countryside.scientifically/technically sound Are these studies scientifically 
sound?ideologically sound (=good, according to a set of beliefs) Joining the public 

protest was the ideologically sound thing to do.NOUNSsound advice She 
received sound advice on choosing a career.sound judgment We admired her sound 
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judgment under pressure.a sound reason Customers do not always have sound 

reasons for choosing the things they buy.a sound basis/footing Friendship is a sound 
basis for a good marriage.a sound investment Property is usually a sound 

investment.a sound policy The problems of industry will only be solved 
by sound economic policies.sound principles The business needs to be organized 

on sound financial principles.THESAURUS: sound→ good (1)2. in good 

conditionADVERBSstructurally sound The building was old but structurally 
sound.perfectly/entirely sound The doctors say her hearing is perfectly 
sound.apparently sound We even replaced the wood that was apparently 

sound.generally sound His teeth were rather yellow but generally sound.financially 
sound Our examination of the accounts showed that the company was financially 
sound.PHRASESsafe and sound (=unharmed) It was a long and tiring journey but we 

arrived safe and sound. 

soup /suːp/ noun  cooked liquid food, often containing small pieces of meat, fish, 

or vegetablesADJECTIVES/NOUNS + souptomato/mushroom etc soup We both 

had chicken soup.hot soup I needed a bowl of hot soup to warm me up.thick 
soup Lunch consisted of thick vegetable soup.hearty soup (=thick enough to seem 
like a good meal) She makes a hearty fish soup that’s a great meal in winter.creamy 

soup A rich creamy potato soup starts the meal.homemade soup The café 
serves homemade soup for around £2 a bowl.tinned soup BrE canned soup AmE She 
heated up some tinned soup.VERBSeat/drink soup We chatted as we ate our 

spinach soup.heat (up) soup I could heat up some soup if you’re hungry.serve/pour 
soup She poured the soup into bowls.ladle soup (=serve it using a large 
spoon) Ladle the soup into warm bowls and garnish with parsley.soup + NOUNSa soup 

bowl/plate Use the white soup bowls for tomato soup.a soup spoon He bought a set 
of silver soup spoons.a soup tureen (=a large bowl with a lid, from which soup is 
served) She lifted the lid of the soup tureen.PHRASESa bowl of soup I wanted 

something light like a bowl of soup.a pot of soup He’s made a pot 
of vegetable soup for lunch.a tin of soup BrE a can of soup AmE I opened a tin 

of mushroom soup.a cup/mug of soup He got a cup of soup from the machine 

sour /saʊə $ saʊr/ adjective  1. having a sharp acid taste, like the taste of a 

lemonNOUNSa sour fruit/apple/cherry etc The tree produces small, sour fruits.sour 
wine/beer The wine was almost too sour to drink.a sour taste The liquid has a 

rather sour taste, like vinegar.VERBStaste sour The apple was not ripe and tasted 
sour.2. tasting or smelling unpleasant and not freshNOUNSsour milk She accidentally 
poured sour milk on her cereal.a sour taste He woke with a sour taste in his mouth.a 

sour smell He hated the sour smell of the bar.VERBStaste sour This milk tastes 
sour.smell sour His breath smelled sour.go/turn sour (=become sour) I sniffed the 
milk to see if it had gone sour. 

source AC /sɔːs $ sɔːrs/ noun  1. a thing that provides somethingADJECTIVESa 

good/excellent/rich source (=a source that provides a lot of something) Milk is 
a good source of calcium.a useful source The internet is an extremely useful source of 

information.a major/important source The mines were once a major source of 
employment for people here.a great source In times of stress, food can be a great 
source of comfort.the main/primary source It started as a hobby, but now it is 

his main source of income.an alternative source (=that can be used instead of 
another) The museum is trying to find alternative sources of funding.a constant 
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source My wife has been a constant source of support to me.a potential source The 

issue of land is a potential source of conflict between the two countries.an untapped 
source (=which exists but has not yet been used) Colleges are realizing that local 

businesses are a large untapped source of sponsorship.NOUNS + sourcean energy 
source We hope to see increased use of renewable energy sources.a food 
source Leaves from crops are an important food source for these insects.a power 

source (=something that produces power) Batteries are the main power source for 
portable electronic devices.a light source (=something that produces light) The statue 
is illuminated by a hidden light source.VERBSuse/exploit a source We plan 

to exploit the huge source of mineral wealth in the region.provide a source (=be a 
source) Beans provide an important source of protein.PREPOSITIONSa source of 
sth Her friendship is a great source of comfort to me.2. a book or other publication 

providing informationADJECTIVESa primary source (=one written by people directly 
involved in something) It is important to look at primary sources for the facts.a 
secondary source (=one that comments on things written, done etc by other 

people) The research is mostly based on secondary sources.a biographical 
source (=giving information about someone’s life) The article quotes 
several biographical sources.an authoritative source (=which people believe gives 

good information) The magazine is one of the UK’s most authoritative sources of 
scientific information.VERBSuse a source For any essay, use as wide a range 
of sources as possible.cite/quote a source (=mention something that another person 

has said or written) She quotes several reliable sources in the article.acknowledge a 
source (=say in your writing that you have used it) It is good practice 
to acknowledge all your sources.check a source I read the article and decided 

to check a few of its sources.3. a person who gives information to other people, for 
example to news reportersADJECTIVES/NOUNS + sourcea reliable/credible/trusted 
source He was regarded by the press as a reliable source.an unnamed/anonymous 

source The information comes from an unnamed source.a government source There 
are no plans to change this policy, a government source has stated.an informed 
source The newspaper has an informed source inside government.a senior 

source (=one with an important position in an organization) According to very senior 
sources, what really happened at the summit was quite different.a well-placed 
source (=whose job or position means they have good information) A well-placed 

source has told the BBC that the minister is about to resign.a security source (=who 
works for security forces) One security source revealed that the bomber may have been 
a woman.diplomatic sources Diplomatic sources said that there has been little 

progress in the trade talks.VERBSprotect a source (=not tell other people who the 
source is) A good journalist will always protect his or 
her sources.reveal/disclose/identify a source (=tell other people who the source 

is) She refused to identify her source.PHRASESsources close to sb Sources close 
to the minister have denied the rumour.a source is quoted as saying... One Downing 
Street source is quoted as saying that the prime minister is angry about recent 

developments.according to a source According to White House sources, the president 
is unlikely to change his mind. 

south /saʊθ/ adjective, adverb, noun  the direction that is at the bottom of a 

map of the world, or the part of a place that is in this directionsouth + NOUNSthe south 
side/end We sailed to the south end of the lake.the south coast They’re going down 
to the south coast.the south bank The site is on the south bank of the River 
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Thames.the South Pole He died on an expedition to the South Pole.a south wind (=a 

wind from the south) They were waiting for a south wind.ADJECTIVESthe far south The 
following morning we flew to Tacna in the far south of Peru.the Deep South (=the 

states of Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, South Carolina, and Georgia, in the southeast 
of the US) He was born in the Deep South.ADVERBSfurther south They are not as 
friendly as the people further south.due south (=directly south) He rode due 

south.VERBSgo/travel/head south We decided to go south.face south My 
bedroom faces south.PREPOSITIONSin the south I grew up in the south.to/towards 
the south Two miles to the south is the university.from the south The army was 

approaching from the south.the south of a place He’s on holiday in the south 
of France. 

souvenir /ˌsuːvəˈnɪə,ˈsuːvənɪə $ -nɪr/ noun  an object that you buy or keep to 

remind yourself of a special occasion or a place you have visitedADJECTIVESa cheap 

souvenir The vase wasn’t worth anything – it was just a cheap souvenir.a little 
souvenir I’ve brought you a little souvenir.VERBSbuy a souvenir I’m going to buy a 
few souvenirs to take back home.sell souvenirs The shop sells postcards 

and souvenirs.bring sb (back) a souvenir He had brought back souvenirs for his 
children.keep sth as a souvenir We kept the wine bottle as a souvenir.souvenir + 

NOUNSa souvenir shop/store/stall Tourists spend many happy hours visiting 
the souvenir shops.a souvenir programme/mug/T-shirt etc He had a 1966 World 
Cup souvenir programme.PREPOSITIONSa souvenir of sth Their house is full 

of souvenirs of their travels.a souvenir from a place This bowl is a souvenir 
from Rome. 

sow /səʊ $ soʊ/ verb  to plant seedsNOUNSsow seeds Sow the seeds in pots in 

March or April.sow corn/beans/peas etc It’s not too late to sow beans.sow a 

crop Many farmers sow their winter crops in September.sow a field with 
sth Each field was sown with a different crop.ADVERBSsow sth thinly/thickly Sow the 
seeds thinly in rows. 

space /speɪs/ noun  1. an empty placeADJECTIVESa small space There was only 

a small space between the car and the wall.a narrow space Rats can squeeze through 
very narrow spaces.an empty space There was an empty space where the TV used to 

be.a blank space (=on a page, wall etc) Write your name in the blank 
space below.VERBSclear/make a space Jack cleared a space for his newspaper on the 
table.leave a space Leave a space for the title at the top of the page.PREPOSITIONSa 

space between sth and sth There was a big space between her two front teeth.2. an 
area that is available to useADJECTIVES/NOUNS + spaceenough space There is enough 
space for three people in the back of the car.ample space/plenty of space (=more 

than enough) There is ample space for a large breakfast table.limited space They live 
in a small apartment and space is limited.a confined/enclosed space (=small and 
enclosed) He dislikes being in confined spaces such as lifts.storage space (=for storing 

things) Our house has very little storage space.living space (=areas such as rooms, 
for living in) We had two children and we needed more living space.floor space I need 
a desk that takes up less floor space.office space The building offers plenty of office 

space.disk space (=available memory on a computer disk) I’m running out of disk 
space on the c drive.a parking space (=a place where you can park your car) I 
managed to find a parking space near the entrance.a public space (=an outdoor area 

such as a public park) It is a beautiful city with very attractive public spaces.VERBSsave 
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space (=provide extra space) You could save space by storing things under the 

bed.waste space By having a circular table, we’re wasting a lot of space.take up 
space also fill/occupy space (=use it by being in it) The bed takes up most of 

the space in the room.lack space also be short of space A bigger desk would be nice 
but I’m very short of space.fit in/into a space Decide what kind of furniture 
will fit best into the space.squeeze sth into a space (=fit it into a small 

space) They’ve managed to squeeze a lot of furniture into the space.3. the area beyond 
the Earth where the stars and planets areADJECTIVESouter space (=areas a long way 
from the Earth) Our planet is struck regularly by objects from outer space.deep 

space (=areas a very long way from the Earth) The rocket will continue its journey 
into deep space.space + NOUNSspace travel What will space travel be like in the 
future?space exploration They are developing robots that can be used for space 

exploration.space research The institute is a world leader in space research.space 
flight One day there will be commercial space flights to the moon.a space 
programme BrE a space program AmE This technology was originally developed by 

the US space program.a space station (=a place in space where people can live and 
work) The research lab will form part of a space station.a space shuttle (=a vehicle 
that goes into space and then comes back to land on Earth like an aeroplane) He was 

the captain of the first NASA space 

shuttle. Spaceman, spacewoman, spacecraft, spaceship, and spacesuit are  

usually written as one word. PREPOSITIONSin space A Russian man was the first 

person in space.into space NASA has sent dozens of people into space.PHRASESthe 
far/furthest reaches of space (=the areas of space that are very far from the 

Earth) Light takes time to travel from the far reaches of space.the vast reaches of 
space (=the very large areas that exist in space) They are designing vehicles that will 
be able to explore the vast reaches of space. 

spare /speə $ sper/ adjective  1. available to be used in addition to the one that 

is normally usedNOUNSa spare key/battery/wheel etc She keeps a spare key under 
a flower pot by the front door.spare clothes Take some spare clothes in case you get 

wet.a spare room/bedroom You can sleep in the spare room.a spare bed He offered 
me his spare bed for the night.a spare pair/set of sth He always carried a spare pair 
of glasses.a spare part (=a part for a machine or vehicle that is used to replace a 

damaged one) They sell spare parts for washing machines.2. not being used for 
anything else or by anyone elseNOUNSspare time He spends most of his spare 
time playing golf.a spare moment/minute/hour If you have a spare moment, give 

me a call.spare money/cash/change Don’t leave spare cash lying around your 
house.a spare copy of sth There are some spare copies of the report on my desk.a 
spare seat There was a spare seat by the window. 

sparkle /ˈspɑːkəl $ ˈspɑːr-/ verb  to shine in small bright flashesNOUNSsb’s eyes 

sparkle The children looked at the presents, their eyes sparkling.a river/sea/lake 
sparkles The river sparkled in the sunlight.lights sparkle Across the bay, the lights of 

the distant shore sparkled.diamonds sparkle The diamonds around the princess’s 
neck sparkled.a ring sparkles His chunky rings sparkle with 
diamonds.PHRASESsparkle in the sun The water in the pool sparkled in 

the midday sun.sparkle like diamonds Her eyes sparkled like diamonds.sb’s eyes 
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sparkle with excitement/joy/enthusiasm The children’s eyes sparkled with 

excitement. 

speak /spiːk/ verb  1. to be able to talk in a particular languageNOUNSspeak 

French/German/Spanish etc Does your friend speak Italian?speak a language She 

can speak six different languages.VERBScan speak sth Can you speak 
Portuguese?learn to speak sth She is learning to speak Japanese at evening 
classes.ADVERBSspeak sth fluently (=very well, like a native speaker) He lived in 

Seoul for years and speaks Korean fluently.speak sth a little She says she 
can speak French a little.PREPOSITIONSspeak in French/German/Spanish etc Is it 
OK if we speak in English?PHRASESsb can speak a little French/some Italian etc I 

can speak a little Chinese.sb can speak a few words of French/Italian etc I can 
speak a few words of Greek, but that’s all.sb speaks with an English/French etc 

accent The man spoke with a strong German accent. If someone speaks a language  

very well, like a native speaker, you say that they are fluent in it: The  

ambassador is fluent in Russian and Polish. THESAURUS: speakget byto speak 

enough of a language to be able to buy things, ask for help etc:“What’s your Italian  

like?” “Not great, but I can get by.” | I’ve just bought a book called ‘Get by in  

Portuguese'.have/pick up a smattering of sthto speak or learn to speak a small but  

useful amount of a language:While I was in Bali, I picked up a smattering of  

Indonesian.2. to talk to someone about somethingADVERBSspeak at length (=have a 

long conversation) I have spoken to her at length about the problems.speak 
briefly (=have a short conversation) The president spoke briefly to reporters before 
boarding the plane.PREPOSITIONSspeak to sb also speak with sb AmE A customer 

asked to speak to the manager.speak about sth also speak of sth formal I have 
never spoken about this to anyone before.PHRASEScan I speak to.../I’d like to 
speak to... Can I speak to you in private?(this is ... ) speaking (=used on the phone, 

when saying that you are the person that someone wants to talk to) “Hello. I’d like to 
speak to Mrs Jones.” “Speaking.”3. to say something that expresses your ideas or 
opinionsPHRASESgenerally speaking (=used when saying that something is true in 

most cases) Generally speaking, the results have been good.speaking 
personally (=used when emphasizing that you are giving a personal opinion) Speaking 
personally, yes, I am worried about him.strictly speaking (=used when emphasizing 

that your statement is correct, although many people do not realize it) Strictly 
speaking, the tomato is a fruit.roughly/broadly speaking (=used when giving an 
approximate description, amount etc) The differences between men and women 

are, roughly speaking, what this book is about.relatively speaking (=in comparison 
with some other things) Property here is cheap, relatively speaking.speaking as a 
parent/teacher/doctor etc Speaking as a parent, I wouldn’t want my children 

outside after ten o’clock in the evening.ADVERBSspeak highly/well of sb/sth (=say 
that you think they are good) He always spoke very highly of his staff.speak 

warmly/fondly of sb/sth (=speak in a way that shows you like them very 
much) She speaks very fondly of her time in Paris.speak ill of sb formal (=say bad 
things about them) She never speaks ill of her ex-husband.speak 

frankly/candidly/plainly (=give an honest opinion, even if it upsets people) The 
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Hollywood star spoke candidly about her health problems.speak 

freely/openly (=speak without hiding anything, or without worrying that you will be 
criticized or punished) We are all friends here, so please speak freely.speak 

movingly/powerfully (=in a way that makes the listener feel strong 
emotions) He speaks very movingly of the effects of the war on young children. 

speaker /ˈspiːkə $ -ər/ noun  1. a person who speaks a particular 

languageADJECTIVES/NOUNS + speakera native speaker (=who speaks a language as 

their first language) She’s an American citizen and a native speaker of Korean.a non-
native speaker also a foreign speaker (=who has learnt a language as a foreign 
language) The dictionary is designed for non-native speakers of English.a fluent 

speaker (=who speaks a language well and confidently) We expect the successful 
candidate to be a fluent speaker of Spanish.a French/Italian/Spanish etc 
speaker Only a French speaker would understand that phrase.PREPOSITIONSa 

speaker of... She’s a fluent speaker of Portuguese.2. someone who makes a formal 
speech to a group of peopleADJECTIVES/NOUNS + speakera public speaker A politician 
needs to be a good public speaker.an after-dinner speaker (=who makes a speech 

after a formal meal) After retiring from sport he became an after-dinner speaker.the 
guest speaker The guest speaker at the ceremony will be Professor Brian Cox.the 

keynote/main speaker (=the most important speaker at a conference) The keynote 
speaker is Olympic champion Sir Steve Redgrave.an inspirational speaker (=whose 
speeches make people very interested and feel they want to do something) Many 

people voted for Obama because they thought he was an inspirational speaker.a 
motivational speaker (=giving speeches that are intended to make people 
enthusiastic and help them be successful) He is often hired by schools and colleges as 

a motivational speaker. 

special /ˈspeʃəl/ adjective  not ordinary or usual, but different in some way and 

often better or more importantNOUNSa special occasion He only wears this suit 
on special occasions.a special case (=a situation in which normal rules or methods 

cannot be used) Students are not usually allowed to miss classes, but this is a special 
case.special circumstances (=a situation which is different from usual) The court 
decided that there were special circumstances and that he should not be sent to 

prison.special treatment Although he was a senior officer, he insisted that he should 
not receive any special treatment.special attention The last paragraph 

deserves special attention.special care The designers have taken special care over the 
shape of the seats.special arrangements They are making special arrangements for 
the prince’s visit.special privileges As the president’s husband, he has special 

privileges.a special relationship We want to preserve the special relationship between 
our two countries.a special offer/rate (=when people can buy something at a lower 
price than usual) They are having a special offer – you can stay for three nights for the 

price of two.PHRASESanything special Are you doing anything special this 
weekend?nothing special The theatre was very impressive but the play was nothing 
special. 

specialist /ˈspeʃələst, ˈspeʃəlɪst/ noun, adjective  someone who knows a lot 

about a particular subjectADJECTIVESa leading/top specialist (=best and most well 
known) They asked one of Britain’s leading cancer specialists for his opinion.a 
medical/technical/financial specialist The work is done by a small number 

of technical specialists.NOUNS + specialista cancer/heart/eye etc specialist She 
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went to see a heart specialist at the hospital.a 

computer/marketing/communications etc specialist Computer specialists are 
analyzing more than 600 files found on a personal computer.VERBSsee/consult a 

specialist The pain got worse so I decided to see a specialist.refer sb to a 
specialist (=send someone to see a medical specialist) My 
doctor referred me to a specialist.specialist + NOUNSspecialist 

knowledge/skills/training Repairing this kind of equipment requires specialist 
knowledge. | You don’t need any specialist training to do the job.specialist 
advice/help I decided to get some specialist advice.PREPOSITIONSa specialist in/on 

sth He is a specialist in Russian history and politics.a specialist at/for an 
organization She is a vaccine specialist at the University of Surrey.PHRASESa team of 
specialists also a specialist team BrE The survey is being carried out by a team of 

specialists. 

species /ˈspiːʃiːz/ noun  a group of animals or plants whose members can breed 

with each otherADJECTIVESa rare species The area contains many rare species of 
plants.a common species Here you will see most of the common species of African 

wildlife.a new species (=not known about before, or not existing before) A new 
species of spider has been discovered in a field in Cambridgeshire.different 

species Thirty-six different species of birds were recorded.several species Mexico is a 
major nesting area for several species of sea turtles.a native/indigenous 
species (=one that has always lived or grown in a particular country) We prefer to 

grow native species of trees in these forests.a foreign/non-native species (=from a 
foreign country) The grey squirrel is a non-native species which was introduced into the 
UK in the 19th century.a protected species (=protected by law) Elephants are 

a protected species.an endangered/threatened species (=in danger of no longer 
existing because there are very few still alive) The park is a sanctuary for endangered 
species.an extinct species (=that no longer exists) About a hundred species are 

becoming extinct every day.NOUNS + speciesa bird/animal/plant species also a 
species of bird/animal/plant You can see many different bird species on the 
canal.species + VERBSa species is found somewhere This species is found only in the 

Southern Hemisphere.a species lives somewhere Many 
rainforest species cannot live anywhere else.a species grows 
somewhere The species grows wild in Europe.PREPOSITIONSa species of sth He has 

photographed several rare species of insect. 

specific /spəˈsɪfɪk/ adjective  relating to one particular thing or situationNOUNSa 

specific area/aspect Students are asked to focus on a specific area of study.a 

specific type/group This approach can be used to solve a specific type of problem.a 
specific case/example/instance I don’t want to discuss details of specific cases.a 
specific problem/issue Every country has their own specific problems.a specific 

aim/goal/purpose/target Our specific aim is talk to as many people as 
possible.specific needs/requirements The product can be adapted to meet 
the specific needs of each customer.a specific point We shall come back to 

this specific point later.a specific job/role Each person was given a specific job to 
do.a specific time/date The chart shows temperatures at a specific time.a specific 
question The experiment was designed to answer a specific question.specific 

information The police had specific information that a terrorist attack was being 
planned.a specific detail I’m sure about the specific details of the case.specific 
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circumstances These weapons are only used in certain specific circumstances.specific 

proposals/measures The committee proposed specific measures to deal with the 
problem.ANTONYMS → general 

speck noun  THESAURUS > piece 

spectacular adjective  very impressive or very surprisingADVERBSabsolutely 

spectacular The view from the top of the mountain is absolutely spectacular.truly 
spectacular In Scotland there are dozens of truly spectacular castles.Don’t say very 

spectacular.NOUNSspectacular view/scenery Our hotel room had a spectacular 
view of the city.spectacular success/victory The play turned out to be a spectacular 
success.spectacular failure The film was a spectacular failure, and lost a lot of 

money.spectacular results The college has achieved spectacular results in the 
university examinations.spectacular 
mountains/waterfalls/cliffs/gorges The spectacular mountains of the Pyrenees 

stretch from the Atlantic coast across to the Mediterranean.a spectacular sunset We 

have been having some spectacular sunsets up in Auckland this last week. Nothing  

spectacularYou use this phrase when saying that something was not very good: Last  

year’s results were OK, but nothing spectacular. THESAURUS: 

spectacular→ impressive 

speculation /ˌspekjəˈleɪʃən, ˌspekjʊˈleɪʃən/ noun  guesses about something 

without knowing all the factsADJECTIVESgrowing/increasing speculation There 

is growing speculation in the press that the player may move to 
Barcelona.widespread/much speculation (=a lot of speculation) There 
was widespread speculation about his political future.pure/mere speculation (=just 

guessing, not based on any knowledge) A government official yesterday dismissed the 
reports as “pure speculation”.wild/idle speculation (=unlikely to be true) Experts’ 
fears about the environment are not wild speculation.intense speculation (=in which 

people try hard to guess what has happened) The reason for his resignation was the 
subject of intense speculation.renewed speculation (=which has started again) The 
speech has led to renewed speculation that an election will be held in April.NOUNS 

+ speculationpress/media speculation (=in news reports) She appealed for an end 
to press speculation about her marriage.VERBSlead to/give rise to 
speculation (=result in it) This development led to speculation that she was about to 

resign.prompt/provoke speculation (=cause it) The speech has prompted 
speculation that she will soon retire.fuel speculation (=make it increase) The 
announcement has fueled speculation that the company will be sold.dismiss 

speculation (=say that it is not true) The governor dismissed speculation that he 
might run for president.end speculation Smith has ended speculation by signing a 
new contract.speculation grows/mounts Speculation is growing at the club about 

the manager’s future.speculation surrounds sb/sth There seems to be no end to 
the speculation surrounding his private life.PREPOSITIONSspeculation 
about/on/over sth There has been further speculation about the British army’s role in 

the affair.speculation concerning/regarding sb/sth (=about – more formal) She 
wanted to put an end to speculation concerning her career.speculation as to 
sth There is still a lot of speculation as to her reasons for leaving the 

government.speculation among sb The news has prompted speculation among some 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [2056] 

commentators that Obama may change his policy.amid speculation (=used when 

saying that there is speculation at a time when something else happens) He 
resigned amid speculation that he had an affair.PHRASESthere is speculation 

that... There has been speculation in the media that the star is about to marry.sth is a 
matter for/of speculation The exact details of the deal are a matter for 
speculation.sth is the subject of speculation His role in the affair has been the 

subject of speculation in the press.a flurry/frenzy of speculation (=a lot of sudden 
speculation) A flurry of speculation followed the news that the club was about to be 
sold.speculation linking sth/sb and sth/sb There has been much speculation 

linking the player with a move to English football 

speech /spiːtʃ/ noun  1. a talk, especially a formal one about a particular 

subject, given to a group of peopleADJECTIVESa long speech He gave a long speech 
about the economy.a short/brief speech The chairman opened the meeting with 

a brief speech.a major speech (=an important one) This was her first major speech as 
party leader.a political speech She began writing political speeches for local 
politicians.a powerful/moving speech (=having a strong effect on people’s 

emotions) In a moving speech, Butts declared that America had lost its sense of 
values. | He gave a powerful speech calling for unity.a passionate/impassioned 

speech (=full of strong feeling) She made an impassioned speech on the need to 
respect human rights.an emotional speech (=showing emotions, especially by 
crying) On retiring, he delivered an emotional farewell speech.a rousing/stirring 

speech (=making people feel excited and eager to do something) Thousands of people 
were inspired by his stirring speeches.an opening/closing speech (=which begins or 
ends an event) The head of the Olympic Association made a long opening speech.an 

after-dinner speech (=after a formal dinner) He gets paid a lot for making after-
dinner speeches.a televised speech (=shown on television) In a televised speech last 
night, the president appealed for an end to the violence.sb’s inaugural 

speech (=someone’s first speech as president, mayor, or in another important political 
job) In his inaugural speech, Kennedy famously said: “Ask not what your country can 
do for you, ask what you can do for your country.”sb’s maiden speech (=someone’s 

first speech, especially in parliament or in an important political job) In his maiden 
speech in Parliament, Jones spoke about the living conditions he grew up in.NOUNS 

+ speecha campaign speech (=given during a political campaign) Obama used the 

phrase “Yes we can” a lot in his campaign speeches.a farewell speech (=by someone 
who is leaving) We all noticed that he didn’t mention the boss in his farewell speech.a 
keynote speech (=the most important one at an event) The prime minister will make 

his keynote speech at the party conference today.sb’s acceptance speech (=when 
someone accepts a job, prize, or award) In her acceptance speech, she thanked her 
husband and family for their support.VERBSgive/make a speech I’ve been asked 

to give a speech at the wedding. | He made a speech about the need for a return to 
traditional family values.deliver a speech formal (=give an important speech) The 
president delivered a major speech to Congress yesterday.write/draft/prepare a 

speech She’s in her office preparing her speech.rehearse a speech (=practise making 
it) It’s important to rehearse the speech to get the timing right.PREPOSITIONSa speech 
on/about sth She gave an interesting speech on women’s rights.a speech to sb The 

health minister will make a speech to the nurses’ union today.in a speech In her 
speech, she proposed major changes to the welfare system.PHRASESa transcript of a 
speech (=a written record of exactly what is said) The books contain transcripts 
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of all speeches made in Parliament.an extract/passage from a speech (=a part of a 

speech) The following is an extract from one of Churchill’s most 

famous speeches.THESAURUS: speechaddress formala speech that a very  

important person gives to a large group of people:President Arroyo was preparing  

to deliver her annual address to the nation. | In his address to Congress, he said that  

he would cut taxes. | Everyone agreed that Clinton's farewell address was a star  

performance.talkan occasion when someone speaks to a group of people giving them 

information about a particular subject or about their experiences:He has been asked 

to give a talk about his trip to India. | I went to an interesting talk on the wildlife of  

Antarctica.lecturea talk, especially on an academic subject and given to students in a  

university:I have to go to a lecture on 17th-century French literature by one of my 

tutors. | Professor Black is giving the lecture. | He went on a highly successful lecture  

tour of America in 1962.presentationa talk in which you describe or explain a new 

product or idea, especially one you give for your company:I had to give a 30-

minute presentation on my work to the board of directors. | She’s making a sales  

presentation to some clients.sermona talk given by a priest or a religious leader:The 

priest gave a sermon about the need for forgiveness.statementa spoken or written  

announcement that someone makes in public, often to journalists:The 

minister issued a short statement in which he said he had no plans to resign.2. spoken 

languageADJECTIVESdirect speech (=the actual words that someone says) The writer 

uses a lot of direct speech and there are long dialogues between the 
characters.indirect/reported speech In indirect speech, the tense of the verb often 
changes, so ‘I will be late’ becomes ‘She said that she would be late’.speech + 

NOUNSspeech recognition (=a program that allows you to speak instructions to a 
computer or other device) The phone uses speech recognition technology so that you 
can ask it questions.speech patterns She studied the speech patterns of people in 

different regions of America.speech marks (=punctuation marks used in writing to 
mark the words that someone says) Always remember to put quotations in speech 
marks.3. the ability to speak, or to say what you wantADJECTIVESfree speech (=the 

ability to say anything you like publicly) Free speech is an important part of any 
democracy.speech + NOUNSa speech impediment (=a physical or nervous problem 
that affects speech) He was embarrassed about speaking because of his speech 

impediment.speech therapy (=treatment for a speech impediment) The boy had been 
receiving speech therapy since he was eight.a speech therapist (=someone who gives 
speech therapy) The speech therapist gave her some exercises to do.PHRASESfreedom 

of speech The new government passed laws limiting people’s freedom of speech. 

speed /spiːd/ noun  the rate at which something moves or travelsPHRASESat a 

speed of 50 miles/100 kilometres per hour etc The truck was travelling at a speed 

of 50 miles per hour.at high/great speed The train was moving at high speed.at 
low/slow speed Even at low speed, an accident could mean serious injury for a 
child.at full speed (=as fast as possible) He ran past us at full speed.at/with 

lightning speed (=very quickly) The player moved with his usual lightning speed.at 
breakneck speed (=very quickly) The car drove away at breakneck speed.at the 
speed of light/sound (=at the same speed as light or sound waves) These particles 
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travel at the speed of light.a burst of speed (=a short period when someone or 

something suddenly goes fast) The train continued north with an occasional burst of 
speed.ADJECTIVESan average speed Our average speed was 70 miles per hour.a 

constant/steady speed (=not changing much) The disc revolves at a constant 
speed.a top/maximum speed (=the highest possible) The car has a top speed of 220 
kilometres per hour.excess/excessive speed (=going too fast) In most road 

accidents, excessive speed is to blame.NOUNS + speedwind speed (=the speed of the 
wind) The average wind speed will be about 20 miles an hour.air speed (=the speed of 
a plane in relation to the air around it) The plane went on to set a world air 

speed record.VERBSincrease your speed She increased her speed until she was 
running as fast as she could.pick up/gain/gather speed (=go faster) The Mercedes 
was gradually picking up speed.reach a speed The trains will reach speeds of 240 

miles per hour.maintain a speed (=keep the same speed) The aircraft is designed 
to maintain a steady speed.reduce speed (=slow down deliberately) She reduced 
speed as she approached the village.lose speed (=slow down without wanting to) The 

engine made a strange sound and we lost speed.speed + NOUNSa speed limit Breaking 
the speed limit can be dangerous.a speed restriction New speed restrictions have 
been introduced.a speed camera (=a camera that photographs vehicles going too 

fast) The car was caught on speed camera doing over 180 kilometres an hour.a speed 
bump (=a raised part of a road intended to make drivers slow down) The local 
authority has introduced speed bumps to reduce the number of accidents outside the 

school. 

speedy /ˈspiːdi/ adjective  THESAURUS > quick (1) 

spell1 /spel/ verb  to form a word by writing or naming the letters in 

orderADVERBSspell sth correctly/right Make sure you have spelled everyone’s 

name correctly.spell sth wrong/wrongly You’ve spelled ‘Wednesday’ wrong.be 
spelled differently/the same ‘Here’ and ‘hear’ are pronounced the same but spelled 
differently.spell sth backwards ‘Evil’ is ‘live’ spelled backwards.NOUNSspell a 

word Can you tell me how to spell this word?spell sb’s name/surname I didn’t know 
how to spell his name.PREPOSITIONSspell sth with a C/G/Y etc In British English, 
the word ‘tyre’ is spelled with a Y.spell sth as sth Some of the 

students spelled Freud as Frued.PHRASEShow do you spell...? How do you 
spell ‘deceive’?be hard/difficult/easy to spell ‘Mississippi’ is hard to spell. 

spell2 /spel/ noun  1. a period of time when something happensADJECTIVESa 

brief/short spell After a brief spell working in a flower shop, she became a 
hairdresser.a long/prolonged spell He had a long spell off work due to illness.a 
dry/wet spell (=when it does not rain, or when it rains a lot) Don’t forget to water 

your plants during dry spells.a cold/warm/hot spell (=a period of particular 
weather) There was a very cold spell in late November.sunny spells Tuesday will be 
dry with sunny spells.a dizzy/fainting spell (=when you feel unable to stand steadily 

or stay conscious) She must have had a dizzy spell and fallen.a good/bad spell The 
team had some good spells during the match.a quiet spell (=when not much is 
happening) We’re having a quiet spell at work at the moment.VERBSgo through a ... 

spell (=experience a spell) The company has been going through a difficult spell in 
recent years.enjoy a ... spell (=experience a spell – used about good things) He’s 
been enjoying a very successful spell in a Broadway show.PREPOSITIONSa spell of 

sth It’s good to see some sunshine after that spell of grey weather.a spell as sth She 
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enjoyed a brief spell as a managing editor.a spell in sth After a spell in the Sales 

Department, he moved to Accounts.2. something that seems to have an effect like 
magic on someoneVERBScast a spell (on/over sb) (=have an effect like magic on 

someone) The singer cast a spell over her audience from the very first song.weave a 
spell on/over sb/sth (=have an effect like magic on someone, especially 
gradually) Cohen’s soft sad voice seemed to weave a spell over the room.break a 

spell (=end the effect) The spell was broken by the sound of someone firing a 
gun.fall/come under sb’s spell (=become affected by someone or something) She 
was dangerous to those who fell under her spell.PREPOSITIONSbe under a spell The 

whole country seems to be under the spell of the past.3. a set of words or actions, used 
to make magic things happen – used especially in storiesADJECTIVESa magic spell She 
found an ancient book of magic spells.an evil spell These people believe in evil 

spells.VERBSput a spell on sb/cast a spell (on sb) (=make magic affect someone, 
using special words or actions) The fairy put a terrible spell on the princess. | Suddenly 
everyone froze, as if a wizard had cast a spell on them.weave a spell on sb (=put a 

spell on someone, usually over a period of time) Diana wove a spell over him, so that 
he slept forever and never grew old.break a spell (=end the effect of some magic) No 
one knew how to break the spell.PREPOSITIONSbe under a spell In the story, she 

sleeps for a hundred years, under the spell of an evil witch 

spelling /ˈspelɪŋ/ noun  1. the act of spelling words correctly, or the ability to do 

thisADJECTIVESbad/good spelling Your writing is neat and 

your spelling is good.English/German/French etc spelling English spelling causes 
problems for English people as well as foreign learners.VERBScheck sb’s 
spelling When I’ve written the letter, could you check my spelling?correct sb’s 

spelling The teacher corrected my spelling.sb’s spelling 
improves Her spelling has improved.spelling + NOUNSa spelling mistake/error The 
article contains several spelling mistakes.spelling rules Learn these basic spelling 

rules.a spelling test The children have a weekly spelling test.a spelling bee (=a 
spelling competition) She won the school spelling bee.2. the way in which a word is 
spelledADJECTIVESthe correct/right spelling Is that the correct spelling?an 

incorrect spelling You lose one point for each incorrect spelling.the 
British/American spelling ‘Favourite’ is the British spelling; ‘favorite’ is the American 
spelling.a different spelling The words have the same pronunciation but different 

spellings.an alternative spelling ‘Connection’ has an alternative spelling: 
‘connexion’.an acceptable spelling Both ‘yoghurt’ and ‘yogurt’ are acceptable 
spellings.VERBSuse a spelling You can use either spelling.learn a spelling We had 

to learn a list of spellings.PREPOSITIONSthe spelling of sth Students are encouraged 
to check the spelling of difficult words in a dictionary.PHRASESget the spelling 
right/wrong Have I got the spelling right? 

spend /spend/ verb  1. to use your money to pay for thingsNOUNSspend 

money/£50/$100 etc on sth Companies spend millions of dollars on advertising 
each year.spend a fortune (on sth) informal (=spend a lot of money) We spend a 

fortune on electricity.ADVERBSspend sth wisely/carefully Make sure that you spend 
the money wisely.PREPOSITIONSspend money on sth She spends all her 
money on clothes.PHRASESsth is money well spent (=although something costs a lot 

of money, it is worth it) A good bike can cost up to £1,000, but it is money well 

spent.THESAURUS: spendsquander /ˈskwɒndə $ ˈskwɑːndər/to waste money on 
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unnecessary things, instead of saving it or using it carefully:His son 

had squandered the family fortune on gambling.splash out BrE informalto spend a lot  

of money on something, especially in order to buy something you really want, or to  

celebrate something:Let’s splash out on a bottle of champagne. | Waterman splashed 

out £40,000 on a train engine called the Thunderer.blow informalto spend a lot of  

money on something, especially on something that you do not really need:Her  

husband blew all their savings on a new sports car.go to great expenseto spend a lot  

of money in order to do something, because you think it is important or special:The 

party was wonderful – they had obviously gone to great expense. | There’s no need to  

go to great expense.economize also economise BrEto spend less money:We’re trying  

to economize by eating at home instead of going out for meals.2. to use time doing 

somethingNOUNSspend time (doing sth) I spent too much time studying and not 

enough time enjoying myself.spend the day/morning/afternoon etc He spent the 
morning looking round Edinburgh 

spending /ˈspendɪŋ/ noun  the amount of money that someone spends – used 

especially about the government, or about people in generalADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ spendingtotal spending Total spending on healthcare increased by over 
10%.annual spending The government needs to reduce annual spending on 

defence.additional/extra spending The council has plans for additional spending on 
roads.public/government/state spending The government is determined to 
keep public spending under control.consumer spending (=spending by members of 

the public) There are some signs that consumer spending is 
increasing.defence/welfare/education etc spending (=spending on defence 
etc) Further cuts in defence spending are being considered.federal spending (=by a 

national government, especially in the US) Republicans want major reductions 
in federal spending.capital spending (=spending on buildings and equipment) The 
organization is planning to reduce capital spending by 20%.campaign 

spending (=spending on political campaigns) Should there be stricter limits 
on campaign spending?VERBSincrease/raise spending The socialists want 
to increase public spending and raise taxes.cut/reduce spending The alternative to 

earning more money is to cut spending.control/cap spending The minister 
emphasized the need to cap public spending.spending + NOUNSa spending cut The 
government announced big spending cuts.a spending increase There is not likely to 

be a public spending increase for several years.spending 
habits/patterns Supermarkets collect information on the spending habits of their 
customers.a spending limit/cap Should there be a spending cap on these large public 

projects?a spending plan The department has published its spending plans for the 
coming year.a spending review European finance ministers will carry out a 
thorough spending review in the spring.spending commitments The party should not 

make spending commitments that the country cannot afford.spending priorities The 
document outlines the government’s spending priorities for this 
year.PREPOSITIONSspending on sth It seems likely that spending on welfare will be 

cut.PHRASESan increase/rise in spending She called for an increase in spending on 
hospitals.a cut in spending How can schools improve if there are more cuts 
in education spending?a decline/drop/slowdown in spending Shops are seeing 
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a decline in spending on luxury items.THESAURUS: 

spendingexpenditure formalthe amount of money that a government,  

organization, or person spends during a particular period of time – used especially in  

official documents or reports:Government expenditure on healthcare was consistently  

high during this period. | They want to increase military expenditure. | Expenditure  

on advertising has gone down.coststhe money that a person or organization has to  

spend on heating, rent, wages etc:Falling sales have forced companies to cut  

costs. | What are your annual fuel costs? | Increased oil prices will put up food 

costs (=make them increase). | Companies are always looking at ways to keep 

down plant costs (=the cost of the staff, buildings, equipment etc needed to produce 

goods).expensesthe money that you spend on things that you need, for example on 

food, rent, and travel:Living expenses are much higher in New York. | I kept a record  

of all my travel expenses so that I could claim them back.outgoingsthe money that  

someone has to spend regularly on rent, bills, food etc for their home or  

business:The monthly outgoings on a house this size are very high. | I don’t have a  

record of our total outgoings.outlaythe amount of money that someone must spend 

when they first start a new business or activity:The initial outlay on machinery was  

quite high. | We have got back our original capital outlay (=the money you 

spent).overhead also overhead BrEthe money that a business spends regularly on  

rent, insurance, and other things that are needed to keep the business operating:In  

London, small businesses often have high overheads.  

sphere AC /sfɪə $ sfɪr/ noun  a particular area of activity, work, knowledge 

etcADJECTIVESthe public sphere (=public positions and activities) Women demanded 

the right to play a part in the public sphere.the private/domestic sphere He was 
uncomfortable discussing issues he felt belonged in the private sphere. | After raising 
children, she left the domestic sphere to become a mature student.the 

economic/political sphere Great changes were taking place in the economic 
sphere. | Unions became more active in the political sphere.the cultural/social 
sphere American dominance seemed to be accepted in the economic, military, 

and cultural spheres. | The chapter considers the influence of factors in the wider social 
sphere.PREPOSITIONSin/within a sphere Women became 
prominent in various spheres.outside a sphere Religion does not lie 

entirely outside the sphere of politics.PHRASESa sphere of activity He became a well-
known figure in a different sphere of activity altogether.sb’s sphere of influence Is 
that decision within the minister’s sphere of influence?sb’s sphere of interest Politics 

remained outside my sphere of interest for years. 

spicy /ˈspaɪsi/ adjective  food that is spicy has a pleasantly strong taste, and 

gives you a pleasant burning feeling in your mouthADVERBStoo spicy Some of the 

dishes were too spicy for me.mildly/lightly spicy This curry is mildly 
spicy.deliciously spicy The sauce is rich and deliciously spicy.very/really spicy The 
lamb dish was really spicy.NOUNSa spicy flavour/taste The soup has a rather spicy 

flavour.spicy food All my family love spicy food.a spicy sauce They served us chicken 
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in a spicy sauce.a spicy dish He chose the spiciest dish on the menu. Instead of  

saying that something is spicy, you often say that it is hot: This curry is really hot.  

spider /ˈspaɪdə $ -ər/ noun  a small creature with eight legs, which catches 

insects using a fine network of sticky threadsPHRASESa spider’s web (=the network of 
threads a spider makes) The insect was trapped in a spider’s web.ADJECTIVESa 
poisonous spider You find more poisonous spiders in warmer climates.a deadly 

spider (=one that can kill you) She recognized it as the deadly Australian spider.a 
giant/huge spider He had to get a giant spider out of the bath.VERBSa spider 
spins/weaves a web (=makes a network of threads) We watched a spider spinning a 

web on the leaf.a spider climbs somewhere There’s a spider climbing up your leg.a 
spider crawls somewhere A huge spider just crawled under that chair.a spider 
scuttles somewhere (=runs quickly) The spider was scuttling towards the door.a 

spider bites sb He was bitten by a tropical spider living in a bunch of bananas. 

spiky /ˈspaɪki/ adjective  THESAURUS > sharp (1) 

spill /spɪl/ verb  if you spill a liquid, or if it spills, it accidentally flows over the 

edge of a containerADVERBSaccidentally spill sth She accidentally spilt her 
drink.almost/nearly spill sth Jenna jumped up, almost spilling her coffee.NOUNSspill 
coffee/beer/water etc Someone spilled water on the keyboard, and it doesn’t work 

anymore.spill a drink I spilled a hot drink on my leg.spill the contents (of sth) He 
knocked a vase, spilling the contents.oil/water/blood spills somewhere Several 
gallons of oil have spilled into the river.PREPOSITIONS/ADVERBSspill sth on sth I 

accidentally spilled some paint on the carpet.spill sth down sth Oh no! 
I’ve spilt soup down my shirt!spill sth over sth He had spilled wine over the letter.sth 
spills over (sth) Water was spilling over the edge of the bath.sth spills into sth Oil 

had spilled into the ocean.PHRASESwithout spilling a drop (=used to emphasize that 
someone does not spill anything) She poured it back into the bottle without spilling a 
drop.tears spill down sb’s cheeks (=someone cries) Tears spilled down her cheeks. 

spirit /ˈspɪrət, ˈspɪrɪt/ noun  1. your spirits are how happy, hopeful, or confident 

you feel GrammarAlways plural in this meaning. ADJECTIVEShigh/good 

spirits (=when someone is happy and excited) The players were all in high 

spirits.low/flagging spirits (=when someone is sad) She was tired and 
her spirits were low.VERBSlift/raise/revive sb’s spirits (=make someone feel 
happier) A brisk walk helped to lift my spirits.dampen sb’s spirits (=make someone 

feel less happy) They refused to let the rain dampen their spirits.sb’s spirits 
rise/lift/soar (=someone starts feeling happier) Her spirits rose as they left the 
ugliness of London behind.sb’s spirits sink (=someone starts feeling less 

happy) His spirits sank at the thought of spending a weekend in a tent.PHRASESin 
high/good/low etc spirits The next day she seemed to be in better spirits.keep sb’s 
spirits up (=keep someone feeling happy) She sang to herself softly to keep her spirits 

up. | He wrote home often, trying to keep his family’s spirits up.2. someone’s attitude 
to life, to other people, or to an activityADJECTIVESfighting spirit (= in which you 

keep trying hard to win or to do something) He survived his injuries due to his 
incredible fighting spirit.indomitable spirit (=in which you never give up, even in very 
difficult situations) Alice Fernie was a woman of indomitable spirit and she was 
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determined to succeed.generous spirit (=that shows a willingness to behave in a fair 

or kind way) The local people are known for their generous spirit.pioneering 
spirit (=willing to be the first to do new things) He admired the pioneering spirit of 

those early explorers.entrepreneurial spirit (=people are good at making money 
from business) Britain became rich thanks to the entrepreneurial spirit of its people.a 
strong spirit of sth There is a very strong spirit of independence on the island.NOUNS 

+ spiritteam spirit The coach has created an excellent team spirit.community 
spirit There is a strong community spirit in the 
town.VERBSshow/display/demonstrate a spirit We need to show a spirit of 

toleration.capture/reflect the spirit (=describe or show it accurately) The 
film captures the spirit of the time.embody a spirit formal (=always behave in a way 
that is typical of a particular attitude) He is a competitor who embodies the 

Olympic spirit.PREPOSITIONSa spirit of sth There was a spirit of friendship and 
cooperation, which seems lacking these days.in a spirit of sth Athletes make a 
promise to compete in a spirit of fairness.PHRASESthe spirit of the age/time Scott 

Fitzgerald’s books reflect the spirit of the age.in the right spirit To enjoy the game, 
you must play it in the right spirit.3. determination and energyNOUNSgreat spirit/a 
lot of spirit/plenty of spirit The Arsenal team showed plenty of spirit and fought 

back to win the game 4–3.VERBShave (a lot of) spirit Morgan had spirit and 
intelligence as well as beauty. 

spiteful /ˈspaɪtfəl/ adjective  THESAURUS > unkind 

split verb  THESAURUS > break1 (1) 

spoil /spɔɪl/ verb  to have a bad effect on something so that it is no longer 

attractive, enjoyable, useful etcADVERBScompletely spoil sth Having our money 

stolen completely spoilt the holiday.rather spoil sth The wintry weather rather spoiled 
the celebrations.NOUNSspoil sb’s day/evening/holiday etc Bad news can spoil your 
day.spoil sb’s fun I don’t want to spoil your fun.spoil sb's enjoyment of sth Don't 

let it spoil your enjoyment of the game.spoil sb’s plans Bad weather spoiled their 
plans for a picnic.spoil the view Local people complained that the new office building 
would spoil the view of the cathedral.spoil everything Why do you always have 

to spoil everything?THESAURUS: 

spoilruinlife | career | reputation | day | evening | holiday | chances | health |

 skinto spoil something completely and permanently:People say their lives have been 

ruined by the fighting. | The scandal ruined her career. | The company's reputation  

may have been permanently ruined. | The argument ruined the evening for me. | Our  

holiday was completely ruined when someone stole all our money. | The injury ruined 

her chances of winning the race. | Using harsh soap to wash your face can ruin your  

skin.mar writtenevent | occasion | celebrations | landscape | view | beauty | fac

eto spoil something by making it less attractive or enjoyable:Last year's event was  

marred by drug scandals. | Outbreaks of fighting marred the New Year  

celebrations. | Some people say that the wind farms mar the landscape. | The view is  

marred by a huge factory. | The road will mar the beauty of the countryside  

forever. | His handsome face was marred by a long scar.detract from 

sthenjoyment | pleasure | appeal | appearance | beauty | valueto slightly spoil  
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something that is generally very good, beautiful, or impressive:There were a few minor  

irritations, but this did not detract from our enjoyment of the holiday. | The huge 

number of tourists rather detracts from the city’s appeal. | There are a few little  

cracks, but these shouldn't detract from the value of the vase (=make it worth  

less).undermineconfidence | effortsto spoil something that you have been trying to  

achieve, or make someone unable to do something:Losing the game had undermined 

my confidence (=made me lose my confidence). | The new regulations could  

undermine the efforts of the police to prevent serious crime (=make their efforts  

fail). | The bombings undermined several months of careful  

negotiations.sourrelations | relationship | atmosphere | moodto spoil the friendly  

relationship between people or countries or spoil the mood among a group of  

people:The affair has soured relations between the UK and Russia. | He soured the 

atmosphere when he announced that there would have to be some job losses.poisonto  

spoil a close relationship completely, so that people can no longer trust each  

other:Their marriage was poisoned by a terrible dark secret.mess sth up informalto  

spoil something important or something that has been carefully planned:If there’s any 

delay, it will mess up our whole schedule.  

spoken /ˈspəʊkən $ ˈspoʊ-/ adjective  spoken language is said by one person to 

another, rather than written downNOUNSspoken language Spoken language contains 
many incomplete sentences.spoken English/French/Arabic etc His spoken English is 
much better than his written English.the spoken word (=things that people say, 

rather than things people write) There was no written language in those days, so all 

communication was through the spoken word.THESAURUS: 

spokenoraltest | exam | culture | tradition | historyusing spoken language:I  

didn’t do very well in the oral test. | We had a 15-minute oral exam in  

German. | Anglo-Saxon stories and poems were part of a mainly oral culture. | The 

native people have a strong oral tradition. | Students are attempting to record the oral  

history of the community (=history using interviews or stories that people tell each  

other).verbalagreement | contract | consent | abuse | attack | battle | warning 

| description | report | message | responseusing spoken language:We had 

a verbal agreement but no written contract. | He says the company made a verbal  

contract with him over the phone. | They got verbal consent from parents who could  

neither read nor write (=the parents said they agreed to allow something to  

happen). | The women have suffered emotional and verbal abuse from their  

husbands. | The former minister launched a strong verbal attack on the 

government. | The conversation turned into a verbal battle between the two men. | He 

received a verbal warning from his superior officer (=he was told that he must not do 

something again). | She gave me a verbal description of what had happened. | He 

gave a verbal report about his visit at the meeting. | Young children are quick to  
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understand verbal messages. | It is not always possible for the patient to give a verbal  

response. You can also say that you hear or find out about something by/through  

word of mouth (=someone tells you about it): He found out about the job by word  

of mouth. ANTONYMS → written 

spongy adjective  THESAURUS > soft (1) 

sponsor /ˈspɒnsə $ ˈspɑːnsər/ noun  a person or company that supports an 

event, sports team, show etc by giving moneyADJECTIVESmain/chief/principal 

sponsor The bank is the main sponsor of the competition.a major/leading 
sponsor The Wolfson Foundation is one of Britain’s leading sponsors of university 
research.an official sponsor Adidas was the official sponsor of the event.a 

corporate/commercial sponsor (=a company that gives money) The exhibition 
attracted $100,000 from corporate sponsors.a private sponsor (=companies or 
people, not the government) The colleges will be funded by private sponsors.a 

potential sponsor (=someone who might be a sponsor) We are having discussions 
with potential sponsors.VERBSlook for/seek a sponsor They are 
still seeking a sponsor for the event.find/get a sponsor They have 

finally found a sponsor for the team.attract a sponsor It is becoming harder for 
museums to attract sponsors.PREPOSITIONSa sponsor of/for sth The company has 
been a sponsor of the Scottish Golf Championship for the past three years. 

sponsorship /ˈspɒnsəʃɪp $ ˈspɑːnsər-/ noun  financial support for an activity or 

eventADJECTIVEScorporate/commercial/business sponsorship (=from 
companies) There has been a reduction in corporate sponsorship of the arts.private 

sponsorship (=from companies or people, not the government) The school will need 
to find private sponsorship for this project.generous sponsorship This exhibition 
could not have happened without the generous sponsorship of local businesses.NOUNS 

+ sponsorshipsports/arts sponsorship Sports sponsorship by cigarette companies 
was banned.VERBSget/receive sponsorship The college receives sponsorship from 
several companies.look for/seek sponsorship The team is looking for 

sponsorship from one of the major banks.win/find sponsorship also secure 
sponsorship formal We contacted several businesses in an attempt to secure 
sponsorship.raise sponsorship We are trying to raise sponsorship for the 

exhibition.attract sponsorship The competition needs to attract sponsorship.offer 
sponsorship Several major companies have offered sponsorship.withdraw your 
sponsorship (=stop offering it) The future of the event is in doubt after the 

bank withdrew its sponsorship.sponsorship + NOUNSa sponsorship 
deal/agreement/contract The player signed a sponsorship deal with a German 
company.a sponsorship package (=a set of sponsorship deals) The team has secured 

a three-year sponsorship package.a sponsorship scheme/programme The college is 
involved in the sponsorship scheme.sponsorship money An increase in prize 
and sponsorship money has put more pressure on players.PREPOSITIONSsponsorship 

for sth Failure to attract sponsorship for the event has left organizers with a 
problem.sponsorship of sth We are grateful to IBM for its sponsorship of the 
programme.sponsorship from sb They received generous sponsorship from two 

Japanese companies.under sponsorship The competition will take place next 
year under new sponsorship 
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spooky /ˈspuːki/ adjective  THESAURUS > frightening 

spoon /spuːn/ noun  an object that you use for eating, cooking, or serving food. 

It has a small bowl-shaped part and a long handleVERBSuse a 
spoon She used a spoon to eat the soup.stir sth with a spoon Stir the mixture with a 

wooden spoon.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + spoona wooden/metal/plastic spoon He 
stirred his coffee with a plastic spoon.a dessert spoon (=one that is larger than a 
teaspoon, but smaller than a tablespoon) She used a dessert spoon to measure out the 

flour.a soup spoon He picked up his soup spoon.a serving spoon (=a large spoon for 
serving food) Shannon brought a serving spoon for the potatoes.a slotted spoon (=a 
large spoon with holes in it) Pick out the pieces of vegetable with a slotted 

spoon. Teaspoon and spoonful are written as one word.  

sport /spɔːt $ spɔːrt/ noun  a physical activity in which people compete against 

each other GrammarWhen talking about sport in general, British speakers  

say sport: I like watching sport on TV. American speakers say sports: I like  

watching sports on TV. VERBSplay (a) sport What sports do you play? | I 

haven’t played any sport for years.take part in (a) sport Students are encouraged 
to take part in a sport of some kind.do sport BrE do sports AmE I did a lot of sport at 

school.take up a sport (=start doing it) She only took up the sport three years 
ago.compete in a sport (=do that sport in competitions) She competed 
in various sports when she was young.be involved in sport(s) Kids who are involved 

in sport tend to do better at school.Don’t say make a sport. Say play a 
sport.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + sportprofessional sport(s) (=which people are paid to 
do) There is a lot of cheating in professional sport.amateur sport(s) (=which people 

are not paid to do) He began his career in amateur sport.competitive sport(s) (=in 
which people compete and try to win) Competitive sport teaches valuable lessons which 
last for life.winter sports (=skiing, ice skating etc) More and more people are taking 

up winter sports.water sports (=sports that you play in water) He enjoys water 
sports, especially windsurfing.an extreme sport (=a dangerous sport such as rock 
climbing) Many teenagers are attracted to extreme sports such as snowboarding.a 

team sport (=that you play in a team) I like team sports such as football and 
rugby.an individual sport (=that you play on your own) You have to be mentally 
tough to compete in individual sports.a spectator sport (=one that people enjoy 

watching) Football is the most popular spectator sport.a contact sport (=in which 
players have physical contact with each other) People get hurt in contact sports, but 
they also have fun.a minority sport (=one that very few people do) Minority 

sports rarely feature on TV.a racket sport (=tennis, badminton etc) My 
favourite racket sport is table tennis.sport + NOUNSa sports team A lot of schools have 
their own sports teams.a sports club She joined her local sports club.a sports 

field/ground The village has its own sports field.a sports event Is this country able 
to stage a major sports event?a sports fan (=someone who enjoys watching sport) He 
was a big sports fan.sports facilities All our holiday camps have wonderful sports 

facilities.sports equipment We sell all kinds of sports equipment.sports 
clothes/shoes/bag etc Don’t forget your sports clothes.a sports injury The clinic 
specializes in treating sports injuries.a sports personality (=someone who is famous 
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for playing sport) The event will be opened by a well-known sports personality.a sports 

shop BrE (=that sells equipment for sports) You can buy bicycle pumps from 
most sports shops.PREPOSITIONSin sport(s) What are your views on drugs in 

sport?the sport of sth Many famous people from the sport of football attended his 

funeral.THESAURUS: sportPLACES WHERE PEOPLE DO SPORTfield also pitch BrEa 

large area of ground, usually covered with grass, where team sports are played:A few 

kids were playing on the football field. | The school playing field was about a mile from 

our school (=where students do sports). | The players walked onto the soccer  

pitch. | a rugby pitch | a hockey fieldstadiuma large sports field with seats all around 

it for people to watch team sports or track and field competitions:The atmosphere in  

the Olympic Stadium was amazing. | The fans were waiting to get into the football  

stadium.ground BrEa sports field and the seats and buildings around it, belonging to a  

particular football, rugby, or cricket team:I met my friends inside the ground. | He hit  

the ball out of the cricket ground.ballpark/park AmEa stadium where baseball is  

played:Busch Stadium is one of the newest ballparks in Major League. | He hit the ball  

out of the ballpark.courtan area with lines painted on the ground, for tennis,  

badminton, basketball, or volleyball:The hotel has four tennis courts and a volleyball  

court.diamondthe area in a baseball field that is within the shape formed by the four  

bases. The diamond can also be the whole field:The pitcher stands in the middle of  

the diamond. | There’s a playground, a picnic area, and a baseball diamond.tracka 

circular path with lines on it, for running on:In the relay, each runner runs once around 

the track.gyma room with machines which you can use to do exercises:He spends an 

hour in the gym every day.pool/swimming poola place where you can swim:He 

jumped into the deep end of the pool. | I’ll meet you outside the swimming 

pool.sports centre BrE sports center AmEa building where you can play many types  

of indoor sports:Why not do exercise classes at your local sports centre?health cluba 

small sports centre, where you pay to be a member:How much does it cost to join a  

health club?  

spot /spɒt $ spɑːt/ noun  1. a particular place or area, especially a pleasant place 

where you spend timeADJECTIVESthe exact spot This is the exact spot where the 
crash happened.a quiet spot The hotel is in a quiet spot on the edge of town.a 
remote/isolated spot (=a long way from places where people live) The accident 

happened in a remote spot.a secluded spot (=where it is quiet and people cannot see 
you) The lovers drove to a secluded spot.a sheltered spot (=protected from wind, rain 
etc) I found a sheltered spot on the deck of the ship.a shady spot (=away from the 

sun) She parked the car in a shady spot under a tree.a sunny spot The plant grows 
best in a sunny spot.an idyllic spot (=used to emphasize that it is beautiful) This is 
an idyllic spot for a romantic holiday.a perfect/ideal spot The bar is an ideal spot by 

the lake to enjoy a relaxing drink.a popular spot also a favourite spot BrE a 
favorite spot AmE This is a popular spot for picnics.VERBSfind a 
spot We found a spot where we could sit quietly.pick/choose a spot I chose a 

pleasant spot under some trees for our picnic.mark a spot They planted a tree 
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to mark the spot where the dog had been buried.occupy a spot formal (=be situated 

somewhere) The cottage occupies a lovely spot on the banks of the river.reach a 
spot By the time we reached the spot, they had gone.visit a spot Thousands of 

fans visited the spot where he died.be rooted to the spot (=unable to move because 
you are so frightened, interested etc) When I saw the snake I just stood there, rooted 
to the spot.NOUNS + spota parking spot He drove around looking for a parking spot.a 

holiday spot BrE a vacation spot AmE Wengen is one of Switzerland’s most 
popular holiday spots.a tourist spot Long Beach is a tourist spot with a boardwalk and 
beautiful beaches.a beauty spot (=a place that is beautiful) Guests can enjoy trips to 

local beauty spots.a picnic spot The area has plenty of beautiful picnic spots.a trouble 
spot (=a place where there are problems, especially fighting) This part of town is a 
well-known trouble spot.PREPOSITIONSin a spot He lay down in a shady spot.on a 

spot Why do they want to build a house on this particular spot?a spot for sth It was 
an ideal spot for a picnic.2. a small mark on someone’s skin, especially on their 
faceVERBSbe covered in spots Her face was covered in spots.break out/come out 

in spots (=a lot of spots appear) The illness had made him come out in spots.a spot 
appears A large spot had appeared on the end of his nose.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + spota 
large/huge/massive spot He had a huge spot on his chin.a beauty spot (=a small 

dark mark on someone’s skin) She has a beauty spot on her left cheek.spot + 

NOUNSspot cream/remover (=a substance for treating spots) I need to get 
some spot cream from the chemist’s.PREPOSITIONSa spot on sth I can’t go out with all 

these spots on my face! 

spotless /ˈspɒtləs $ ˈspɑːt-/ adjective  THESAURUS > clean1 (1) 

sprain /spreɪn/ verb  to damage a joint in your body by suddenly twisting 

itNOUNSsprain your ankle/knee/wrist/shoulder I fell down the steps 

and sprained my ankle.sprain your 
foot/hand/thumb/neck He sprained his foot and had to stop playing.sprain a 
ligament/muscle Keller sprained a ligament in his right 

knee.ADVERBSseverely/badly sprain sth A badly sprained ankle can keep a player 
out of the game for eight weeks. 

spread /spred/ verb  if something spreads, or someone spreads it, it starts to 

affect more people or a larger areaADVERBSspread rapidly/quickly The fire spread 
rapidly, destroying many buildings.NOUNS + spreada disease spreads (=among a 
group of people) In hot conditions, the disease will spread rapidly.a cancer/infection 

spreads (=in someone’s body) The cancer had spread to his brain.news/word 
spreads (=people hear that something has happened) As news of their leader’s 
death spread, soldiers started to lose confidence.a story spreads also a rumour 

spreads BrE a rumor spreads AmE It was the sort of sensational story that 
would spread rapidly.fire spreads also flames spread The fire quickly spread to a 
nearby shed.violence/fighting spreads The violence is likely to spread to 

neighbouring countries.sb’s fame/reputation spreads Their 
musical fame has spread far beyond their native country.spread + NOUNSspread 
disease/infection Wash your hands carefully to avoid spreading infection.spread the 

news We should be spreading the news about these great British successes.spread a 
story also spread a rumour BrE spread a rumor AmE Her former lover had spread 
stories about her private life.spread disinformation/misinformation (=deliberately 

give people false information) He accused his rival candidate of spreading 
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misinformation during the election campaign.spread lies/gossip How dare 

you spread such vicious lies!spread terror/panic The murders were clearly intended 
to spread terror throughout the city.PREPOSITIONSspread to sth The disease 

soon spread to smaller towns and villages.spread through/throughout sth Within 
hours, the rumor had spread throughout the entire school.spread across sth A smile 
slowly spread across his face.PHRASESspread like wildfire (=spread extremely 

quickly) The news spread like wildfire through the town.spread the word (=give 
people information encouraging them to do something) The government needs to do 
more to spread the word about healthy eating. 

spring /sprɪŋ/ noun  the season between winter and summer, when leaves and 

flowers appearADJECTIVESearly spring It was a cold sunny day in early spring.late 
spring The tourist season is from late spring until the end of the summer.next 
spring The building will be completed next spring.last spring Last spring I was in 

Morocco.the previous spring She had met him in New York the previous spring.the 
following spring The following spring he moved to Hong Kong.VERBSspring 
comes/arrives Spring came late this year.spring + NOUNSa spring 

morning/day/evening It was a bright spring morning.spring sunshine It was warm 
in the spring sunshine.spring weather We had two days of fine spring weather.spring 

flowers She was carrying a basket of spring flowers.spring bulbs (=round roots that 
grow into a flower in spring) We planted spring bulbs such as daffodils and crocuses.a 
spring break (=time in spring when you do not have to work or study or when you go 

away) He spent the spring break in Florida.the spring term BrE the spring 
semester AmE (=the time between January and Easter at a school, college, or 
university) Do you have any exams during the spring term?PREPOSITIONSin (the) 

spring The store will open in the spring.during (the) spring During the spring the 
field is full of flowers.the spring of 1987/2010 etc The election was held in the 
spring of 2008.PHRASESthe first sign of spring (=something that shows that spring is 

starting) The flowers are the first sign of spring. 

spurious /ˈspjʊəriəs $ ˈspjʊr-/ adjective  THESAURUS > false 

spy1 /spaɪ/ noun  someone whose job is to find out secret information about 

another country, organization, or groupADJECTIVES/NOUNS + spya 

British/Russian/American etc spy They suspected that he was an American spy.a 
foreign spy/enemy spy He gave information to foreign spies.a government spy The 
men thought I was a government spy.a former spy (=someone who used to be a 

spy) Police are investigating the death of a former Russian spy.VERBSwork as a 
spy She worked as a spy for the Americans.spy + NOUNSa spy 
story/novel/movie/thriller etc The film is based on a spy story by John Le Carré.a 

spy ring/network (=a group of spies) Burgess and Maclean were members of a 
Soviet spy ring. | He was well informed through his network of spies.a spy 
satellite/plane The information was obtained using a spy satellite.a spy chief also a 

spymaster She was Britain’s first woman spy chief.a spy agency (=a secret 
intelligence organization) The head of the Russian spy agency is visiting Japan.a spy 
scandal (=a shocking news story involving spies) He was arrested following the sex-

for-secrets spy scandal.THESAURUS: spyagent/secret agentsomeone who 

works for a government or police department in order to get secret information about  

another country or organization:a secret agent working for MI5 | He is the FBI’s  
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best undercover agent (=one who works secretly and pretends to be someone 

else).double agentsomeone who finds out an enemy country’s secrets for their own 

country but who also gives secrets to the enemy:She was a former CIA double agent  

who also worked for the KGB.molesomeone who works for an organization while  

secretly giving information to its enemies:A mole in the government was leaking  

information to the press.informersomeone who secretly tells the police about criminal  

activities, especially for money:Acting on information from an informer, the police  

raided the house.espionagethe work that spies do:He is serving a 20-year prison  

sentence for espionage.  

spy2 /spaɪ/ verb  to secretly collect information about an enemy country or an 

organization you are competing againstPREPOSITIONSspy on sb/sth The man was 
charged with spying on British military bases.spy for sb/sth They confessed to spying 

for North Korea. | He spied for the British.THESAURUS: spyWORK THAT A SPY 

DOESspyingthe action of secretly collecting information about a person, country, or  

organization:Several embassy officials had been arrested for  

spying.espionagespying. Espionage is more formal than spying:Zakharov was  

charged with espionage. | The company carried out a campaign of industrial  

espionage against its main rival. | Double agents are quite commonplace in the world  

of espionage.surveillanceactivity in which the police, army etc watch a person or  

place carefully because they may be connected with criminal activities:24-hour  

surveillance of the building | The police have had him under surveillance for  

months (=have been watching him).covert operationssecret military activities  

against an enemy:These planes are used by British Intelligence for covert operations.  

squad /skwɒd $ skwɑːd/ noun  1. a group of players from which a team will be 

chosen for a particular sports eventADJECTIVES/NOUNS + squada soccer/hockey etc 
squad Tom was left out of the hockey squad because of injury.a 
national/international squad (=a team that represents their country) She was in 

Canada’s national squad. | Five of the current Romanian international squad are playing 
in France.the England/Germany etc squad also the English/German etc 
squad formal He has been included in the Ireland squad for the World Cup. | He is one 

of the best players in the Australian squad.the World Cup/Olympic etc squad She is 
competing for a place in Japan’s Olympic squad.a strong squad We have a strong 
squad for this competition.the senior/junior squad He has been training with 

the senior squad.a full squad (=including all the best players) The manager will have 
a full squad to choose from.a young squad The team has a young 
squad.VERBSpick/choose a squad also select a squad formal The coach has 

to pick a squad for next week’s game.name/announce a squad (=say which players 
will be in it) The manager has named his squad for the World Cup.be left out of/be 
dropped from a squad (=not be included) Kenny has been left out of the squad due 

to illness.join a squad The player joined the national squad last year.make the 
squad (=succeed in achieving a place in a squad) Patterson failed 
to make the squad due to injury.lead a squad Kuerten will be leading the 

Brazilian squad in the world championship.field a squad (=use a squad) He 
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is fielding a much younger squad this season.withdraw from a squad (=say you do 

not want to be in it) Jenas withdrew from the England squad.put together/build a 
squad also assemble a squad formal Wenger has assembled a squad which has a real 

chance of winning.strengthen/bolster a squad (=make it better) The manager will 
need to buy some new players to strengthen the squad.a squad includes 
sb Their squad includes some of the best players in the world.squad + NOUNSa squad 

member He is the youngest England squad member.PREPOSITIONSin a squad BrE on 
a squad AmE There are some good players in the squad.2. a group of police officers or 
soldiers who have a particular jobADJECTIVES/NOUNS + squadthe bomb 

squad The bomb squad was called to examine the suspicious package.the riot 
squad (=special police trained to deal with violent crowds of people) The riot 
squad were called in to deal with fighting on the streets.the 

drug/fraud/murder/anti-terrorist etc squad The house was raided by the drug 
squad. | The fraud squad is investigating the disappearance of the money. | She is 
head of the murder squad. | The anti-terrorist squad believes that both bombings were 

carried out by the same group.the vice squad (=police dealing with crimes that 
involve drugs or sex) The vice squad raided the party and arrested two men.VERBSjoin 
a squad He joined the anti-terrorist squad last year.squad + NOUNSa squad car (=a 

car used by police on duty) A squad car chased after the stolen vehicle.a squad 
member Bomb squad members were interviewed.a squad officer Fraud squad 
officers are investigating his business affairs.a squad detective Murder squad 

detectives are questioning four men.PREPOSITIONSbe in a squad I have been in the 
anti-terrorist squad for four years 

squalid /ˈskwɒlɪd $ ˈskwɑː-/ adjective  THESAURUS > dirty 

squash /skwɒʃ $ skwɑːʃ, skwɒːʃ/ verb  to press something hard, often breaking it, 

damaging it, or making it flatADVERBSsquash sth down Her hair had been squashed 
down by her hat.squash sth/sb in The four of us were squashed in on the back 
seat.squash sth up The machine inside the truck can squash up cardboard 

boxes.squash sth together The bags had been all squashed together in the back of 
the truck.squashed flat The flowers were all squashed flat. 

squeaky /ˈskwiːki/ adjective  THESAURUS > high (3) 

squeeze /skwiːz/ verb  1. to press something together with your fingers or 

handADVERBSsqueeze (sth) gently He squeezed her hand gently in his.squeeze 
(sth) hard She pointed the gun and squeezed the trigger hard.squeeze (sth) 

tightly She was squeezing so tightly that her knuckles were 
white.PREPOSITIONSsqueeze sth out of sth (=remove it by squeezing) I tried 
to squeeze a little toothpaste out of the tube.squeeze sth together Squeeze your 

legs together for ten seconds.2. to strictly limit the amount of money that is available 
to a company, organization etcADVERBSsqueeze sth hard A huge rise in production 
costs has squeezed the industry hard.NOUNSsqueeze margins/profits The higher 

cost of borrowing money is squeezing margins for small businesses.squeeze 
suppliers The big supermarkets are squeezing suppliers more than ever 
before.squeeze the economy Political pressures continue to squeeze the economy 

stability AC /stəˈbɪləti, stəˈbɪlɪti/ noun  the condition of being steady and not 

changingADJECTIVESpolitical/social stability The new government promised a return 
to political stability.financial/economic stability There were concerns about the 
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company’s financial stability.greater/increased stability The last decade was a 

period of greater stability.relative stability (=more stability than at other times) The 
fighting followed a period of relative stability.long-term stability This policy will be 

disastrous for the country’s long-term stability.future stability The future stability of 
the company is in doubt.global/international stability Climate change is possibly the 
greatest threat to global stability.regional stability (=stability of a region) A divided 

country would also threaten regional stability.NOUNS + stabilityprice stability One of 
the economic aims was to achieve price stability.VERBSbring/provide/create 
stability The country needs a strong leader who can bring stability.maintain 

stability Troops were sent to the area to maintain stability.ensure/guarantee 
stability The problem is how to ensure the future stability of the region.achieve 
stability Achieving stability will not be easy.restore stability The policy was an 

attempt to restore stability to the financial markets.threaten/undermine 
stability (=harm stability) This dispute threatens the stability of the 
government.promote/improve/increase stability All sides should work to promote 

stability in the area.PHRASESpeace and stability It could threaten the peace and 
stability of the region.a degree of stability The country has maintained a degree of 
stability.a threat to stability Terrorism will remain a threat to stability in the region.a 

period of stability The team now needs a period of stability. 

stable AC /ˈsteɪbəl/ adjective  steady and not likely to changeADVERBSpolitically 

stable Iceland is a politically stable democracy.financially/economically stable The 

company is more financially stable and it has paid off its debts.emotionally stable He 
seemed calm and emotionally stable.reasonably/fairly/relatively stable The 
situation appears to be reasonably stable. | The years when he was in power 

were relatively stable.remarkably stable (=in a way that is unusual or 
surprising) Prices have remained remarkably stable.NOUNSa stable 
environment Children like a stable environment.a stable relationship He isn’t 

married but he’s in a stable relationship.a stable home We felt we could offer a stable 
home to the children.a stable government The nation needs a strong and stable 
government.a stable democracy/country The country has still not become a stable 

democracy.stable prices Oil prices remained stable.a stable economy Germany is 
known for having a stable economy.a stable currency Switzerland has a stable 
currency and very little debt.a stable population The area has a stable population of 

around 250,000 people.stable employment Companies were able to offer 
relatively stable employment.VERBSremain stable His body temperature remained 
stable.PHRASESbe in a stable condition (=used about someone in a hospital who is ill 

but not getting worse) She is in a stable condition following the accident. 

stadium /ˈsteɪdiəm/ noun  a building for public events, especially sports and 

large rock music concerts, consisting of a playing field surrounded by rows of 

seatsADJECTIVESa national stadium The game will be played at the national 
stadium.a new/old stadium There are plans to build a new stadium for the club.the 
Olympic stadium We visited the Olympic stadium in Seoul.a packed stadium (=full 

of people) The band has been playing to packed stadiums around America.an all-
seater stadium (=with seats only, and no areas where the audience stands) A new all-
seater stadium was built with a 60,000 capacity.NOUNS + stadiuma sports 

stadium They built a big new sports stadium for the Olympic games.a 
football/baseball etc stadium They live near the Durham Bulls baseball 
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stadium.VERBSbuild a stadium The new stadium will be built on a site near the 

river.play at a stadium (=play in a sports match there) It was the first time he 
had played at the national stadium.fill/pack a stadium (=attract very large 

audiences) The band filled stadiums across the Unites States.PREPOSITIONSat a 
stadium They played their last game at the stadium in 1992.inside a stadium The 
atmosphere inside the stadium is electric. 

staff /stɑːf $ stæf/ noun  the people who work for an 

organizationADJECTIVES/NOUNS + stafffull-time/part-time staff The hotel has more 
than 50 full-time staff.permanent/temporary staff Much of the work is done 
by temporary staff.senior/junior staff I have listened to the comments of my senior 

staff.medical/academic/technical etc staff We would like to thank all the medical 
staff at Broadgreen Hospital.hospital/library/office etc staff He had responsibility 
for training library staff.support staff (=office staff, technical staff etc who support the 

main work of an organization) A school needs good support staff.trained/qualified 
staff We simply do not have enough trained staff to do the job properly.staff + NOUNSa 
staff member also a member of staff BrE If you don’t know where your appointment 

is, please ask a staff member to help you.a staff meeting On Wednesdays there’s our 
weekly staff meeting.staff training/development The company has made a massive 

investment in staff training.the staff room BrE (=a room for teachers in a school) I 
usually have a coffee in the staff room before school starts.staff morale (=how happy 
and confident the staff feel) Staff morale has been badly affected by the 

reorganization.a staff shortage (=when there are not enough workers) The rail 
service has suffered from severe staff shortages.staff turnover (=how often workers 
leave an organization and new workers arrive) A high staff turnover suggests problems 

in the company.a staff discount (=a special low price for goods or services, available 
to workers) The great thing about working at the shoe store is the staff discount.the 
staff canteen (=a restaurant at an office, factory etc, where staff can have lunch) She 

usually has lunch in the staff canteen.VERBShave/employ staff The 
hotel employs over 100 staff.join the staff She has joined the staff of a major 
newspaper as editor-in-chief.train staff The company spends thousands of pounds a 

year training its staff.recruit/hire staff also take on staff BrE (=start to employ 
them) We recruit a lot of our staff straight from college.retain staff (=make them 
want to stay in an organization) The association seems to have difficulty retaining 

staff.PREPOSITIONSa staff of Our department has a staff of seven.staff at/in 
sth Staff at the hospital have been told not to speak to journalists.be on the 
staff BrE be on staff AmE David Taylor is no longer on the staff. 

stage /steɪdʒ/ noun  1. a particular time or state in a processADJECTIVESthe 

early/initial stages We had a few problems in the early stages of the project.the 
later/final/closing stages The team are in the final stages of the competition.the 

halfway stage He was in the lead at the halfway stage of the race.an advanced 
stage Negotiations have reached an advanced stage.a new stage The job marked the 
beginning of a new stage in my life.a critical/crucial stage (=very important because 

it affects future success) The football season is reaching a crucial stage.a formative 
stage (=when someone or something is developing) This plan is still in its formative 
stages.a difficult/awkward stage He was 13 and going through an awkward stage.a 

delicate/vulnerable stage (=when complete failure is possible) The discussions are 
at a very delicate stage.VERBSenter a stage He is entering a new stage of his 
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career.reach a stage also get to a stage We have reached the stage where no-one is 

safe to walk our streets at night.go/pass through a stage Most young people go 
through a rebellious stage.mark a stage (=be a particular point in the development of 

something) The election marks an important stage in the rebuilding of the 
country.approach/near a stage The situation is so bad that we 
are nearing the stage when the police may be called.PREPOSITIONSa stage of sth The 

next stage of the journey is from Paris to Berlin.a stage in sth At this stage in the 
game, either team could win.at a stage The baby is at the stage where he is just 
starting to walk.PHRASESat this/that stage At this stage his wife did not realize he 

was ill.at one stage (=at a time in the past) At one stage I had to tell him to calm 
down.at some stage Four out of ten people are likely to contract cancer at some 
stage in their lives.at an early/late stage I can’t change my plans at this late 

stage.at a later stage These points will be dealt with at a later stage.a stage of 
development We have several new products in various stages of development.take 
sth a stage further (=develop it) We then took the experiment a stage 

further.THESAURUS: stagestepone of the parts of a process that you have to do 

or deal with in order to go on to the next one:The first step is to make a list of what  

you need. | What’s the next step? | You have to do this one step at a time.phaseone 

of the clearly separate stages of a process or activity, during which a type of activity  

takes place that is different from those in other phases:the initial phase of the 

campaign | They were now entering the final phase of their journey.roundone of the 

parts that an event or activity is divided into, especially talks or a sports  

competition:This is the first round of the negotiations. | We are now entering the final  

round of the competition. | The next round of the trade talks will be held in  

Geneva.pointa specific time or moment during the course of something:What do you 

really want at this point in your life? | By that point they were starting to feel more 

confident.2. the raised area in a theatre where the performance happensVERBSbe on 

stage He was on stage for most of the first act.appear on stage Recently she 
has appeared on stage in ‘Private Lives’.go/come on stage I’m always nervous 

before going on stage.walk on stage also walk onto the stage The audience broke 
into applause as soon as he walked on stage.take the stage (=go on stage) The 
band took the stage shortly after ten o’clock.leave the stage also come off 

stage Everyone except the main character gradually leaves the stage.walk off the 
stage (=leave the stage before the performance has ended) The pianist walked off the 
stage after playing only a few notes.share the stage with sb (=perform with 

them) She once shared a stage with Barbra Streisand.stage + NOUNSa stage 
play/production (=performed in a theatre, not on television) The film was adapted 
from a very successful stage play.a stage set (=the furniture and painted backgrounds 

used on a theatre stage) The room had the slightly unreal look of a stage set.stage 
props (=furniture and other objects used in a play) The gun was one of the 
many stage props kept in this cupboard.stage directions (=written instructions telling 

actors where to stand etc) The playwright gives the actors only the most basic stage 
directions.stage lighting Clever use of stage lighting can transform the set. 

stain /steɪn/ noun  a mark that is difficult to remove, especially one made by a 

liquid such as blood, coffee, or inkADJECTIVES/NOUNS + staina coffee/blood/wine 
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etc stain There is a coffee stain on my shirt.a dark stain I noticed a dark stain on the 

ceiling.a faint stain The wine had left a faint stain on the carpet.a stubborn 
stain (=one that is hard to remove) Bleach is good for getting rid of stubborn 

stains.VERBSremove/get rid of a stain He was trying to remove a stain from his 
jacket.get a stain out (=remove it) You’ll never get that stain out.sth leaves a 
stain The soup left a stain on his tie.a stain spreads A dark stain spread over the grey 

carpet.stain + NOUNSstain remover (=a special liquid for removing stains) Most stain 
removers are of no use against tougher, more stubborn stains like tea and coffee.stain 
removal Here are a few quick tips for stain removal. 

stairs /steə $ ster/ nouna set of steps built for going from one level of a building to 

anotherADJECTIVESthe main stairs The main stairs of the hotel were made of 
marble.the back/front stairs (=at the back or front of a building) Her room was up 
the front stairs.steep stairs I nearly fell down the steep stairs.narrow/wide 

stairs Sarah followed him up the narrow stairs.wooden/stone/marble etc stairs He 
could hear his mother’s footsteps on the wooden stairs.spiral/winding stairs (=ones 
that go round and round) She climbed the winding stairs to the top of the 

tower.VERBSgo up/climb the stairs also mount the 
stairs formal Sylvie went quietly up the stairs.go down/come down the 

stairs also descend the stairs formal We went down the stairs into the kitchen.fall 
down the stairs Yoshie fell down the stairs and broke her leg.run up/down the 
stairs also race up/down the stairs (=go up or down them as quickly as you 

can) He raced down the stairs to find out what was happening. | Jerry ran 
up the stairs as quickly as he could.bound up/down the stairs (=run fast because 
you are happy, excited, frightened etc) She turned and bounded up the stairs.creep 

up/down the stairs (=go quietly) Emma crept down the stairs hoping no one would 
hear her.use/take the stairs I don’t like elevators so I always take the stairs.the 
stairs lead (down/up) to sth The stairs led down to the 

basement.PREPOSITIONSup/down the stairs She ran up the stairs to get her bag.on 
the stairs I passed him on the stairs.under the stairs There was a cupboard under 
the stairs.PHRASESa flight of stairs (=a set of stairs) We walked up four flights of 

stairs.the bottom/foot of the stairs “I’m home,” he called from the foot of the 
stairs.the top of the stairs Maria stood at the top of the stairs 

stalemate /ˈsteɪlmeɪt/ noun  a situation in which it seems impossible to settle 

an argument or disagreement, and neither side can get an advantageVERBSreach a 
stalemate It seems that negotiations have reached a stalemate.end/result in a 
stalemate The dispute between them ended in a stalemate.be locked in a 

stalemate The two sides have been locked in a stalemate for months.break/end a 
stalemate also resolve a stalemate formal More talks are planned to 
help resolve the stalemate.a stalemate continues/persists While the stalemate 

continues, no political development is possible in the country.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ stalematea military/political stalemate A new leader may bring an end to 
the political stalemate between the two nations.PREPOSITIONSa stalemate in 

sth There is still a depressing stalemate in the dispute.a stalemate over sth It will be 
difficult to resolve the stalemate over pay.a stalemate between 
people/countries/groups There was an uneasy stalemate between the two 

superpowers. 
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stamina /ˈstæmənə/ noun  the ability to do something for a long time without 

getting tiredADJECTIVESphysical/mental stamina The job needs a lot of physical 
stamina.great/considerable stamina He was a man of considerable 
stamina.VERBSneed/require stamina The race requires great stamina.have 

stamina I certainly don’t have the stamina to keep up with my daughter.run out of 
stamina I was worried that I was running out of stamina.lack stamina People thought 
that the women lacked the physical stamina of the men.improve/increase/build up 

your stamina He hopes the training will improve his stamina.PHRASESsth is a test of 
stamina (=it is long and tiring) The 30 kilometre walk is a test of stamina.sb’s 
reserves of stamina Her last game had used up all her reserves of stamina. 

stand /stænd/ verb  to be on your feet in an upright positionADVERBSstand 

still He stood still and listened but he couldn’t hear anything.stand silently Hundreds 
of people stood silently to remember the victims of the war.stand upright/stand up 

straight (=stand so that your back is very straight) “Stand up straight, and walk 
properly!” the teacher called after him.stand transfixed (=stand still because you are 
very surprised, shocked etc) For a moment she stood transfixed in shock and 

disbelief.PREPOSITIONSstand next to/beside sb/sth Julia went to stand beside him 
on the balcony.stand behind/in front of sb/sth Mrs Hayes was standing behind her 
desk.PHRASESstand on tiptoe (=stand on your toes to make yourself taller) If he 

stood on tiptoe, he could reach the shelf.stand with your back to sth Pedro was 

standing with his back to the fire.THESAURUS: standbe on your feetto be 

standing, especially for a long time:If you have young kids, you’re on your feet all  

day. | I’d been on my feet since 7 o’clock and I needed to sit down. | The crowd were 

all on their feet clapping and calling for more.get upto stand after you have been 

sitting or lying down:He got up and turned off the TV. | Mum fell in her flat and was  

unable to get up.stand upto stand after you have been sitting, or to be in a standing  

position:I stood up when she came in and shook her hand. | It’s generally better to do 

this exercise standing up.get to your feetto stand up, especially slowly or when it is  

difficult for you:My attorney got slowly to his feet, breathing heavily.rise formalto  

stand after you have been sitting, especially at a formal event:As the bride entered the 

cathedral, they all rose out of their seats. | Audience members rose to their feet,  

cheering and clapping. | The crowd rose and sang the national anthem. | Will the 

defendant please rise? (=said in a court)  

standard1 /ˈstændəd $ -ərd/ noun  the level that is considered to be acceptable, 

or the level that someone or something has achievedADJECTIVES/NOUNS + standarda 
high/good standard Her work is of a very high standard.a low/poor standard The 

report says the standard of children’s diet in Britain is poor.an acceptable 
standard Their behaviour often falls below acceptable standards.the required 
standard He couldn’t be a pilot because his eyesight was not up to the required 

standard.stringent/strict/rigorous/tough standards (=high standards that are 
difficult to reach) Our rigorous standards mean that we have only the best people 
working for us.international standards There should be international standards for 

food safety.safety/hygiene/quality etc standards All our products meet the 
current safety standards.academic/educational standards They need to 
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raise academic standards within the school.environmental standards (=for protecting 

the environment) They called on the Indian government to apply stricter environmental 
standards.professional standards (=in a particular profession) The new rules were 

aimed at improving professional standards in the financial services sector.moral 
standards (=relating to right or wrong behaviour) She was very strict and had 
high moral standards.living standards also standard of living (=the level of comfort 

and the amount of money people have) Living standards at all income levels improved 
over that period.VERBSmeet/reach/achieve a standard Many food businesses fail 
to meet basic standards of hygiene. | Students have to reach a certain standard or they 

won’t pass.lay down/set a standard (=say what it should be) The government sets 
standards that all hospitals must reach.raise/improve standards We are determined 
to raise standards in our schools.lower standards He refused 

to lower his standards.maintain standards (=keep them at a good level) Managers 
should maintain standards of work and behaviour.assess the standard of sth (=see 
how good it is) This task will help us assess the standard of your written 

English.standards improve The standard of this festival improves every 
year.standards fall/slip/decline (=get worse) School inspectors say that 
educational standards have fallen.PREPOSITIONSthe standard of sth The standard 

of care in this hospital is very good.standards in sth The government has promised 
higher standards in education.to a standard She plays piano to a very 
high standard.below/above a standard Your driving is below the 

required standard.below standard (=not good enough) His performance yesterday 
was below standard.PHRASESan improvement/rise in standards There has been a 
big improvement in standards recently.a decline/drop in standards What is the 

cause of the decline in standards of literacy?have good/strict/poor etc 
standards The airline has rigorous safety standards.be/come up to standard (=be 
good enough) Her work was not up to standard.bring sth up to standard (=make it 

good enough) With just a few changes, we can bring this department up to standard.by 
sb’s standards (=judging by what someone is used to) Class sizes are 
small by British standards. | The equipment was very old-fashioned by our 

standards.by modern/today’s standards The technology was basic by modern 
standards 

standard2 /ˈstændəd $ -ərd/ adjective  accepted or given as normal or usual, 

not special or extraNOUNSstandard practice/procedure (=what is usually done in 
situations like this) It’s standard procedure for a police officer to take your name and 
address. | Is it standard practice for teachers to discuss these matters with parents?the 

standard method This is the standard method for treating the disease.the standard 
rate/fee She expects to be paid the standard hourly rate. | What is the standard 
fee for this type of job?the standard size The standard size of a bath is 1700 x 

700mm.a standard form All applicants have to fill out a standard application form.a 
standard model The dual-fuel car is £5,000 more expensive than the standard 
model.standard equipment The trucks are fitted with all the standard 

equipment.standard-issue (=what is usually given to people) The soldiers are 
wearing standard-issue boots.PREPOSITIONSstandard for sth The new-style cables 
will become standard for all bridges of this design.PHRASEScome as standard/be 

fitted as standard (=be included as a usual part of something when you buy it) On all 
our cars, airbags come as standard. | The ABS braking system is fitted as standard on 
these vehicles. 
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standing noun  THESAURUS > reputation 

star /stɑː $ stɑːr/ noun  1. a large ball of burning gas in space that can be seen 

at night as a point of light in the skyADJECTIVESa bright star Sirius is the brightest 

star in the night sky.a distant star (=very far away) She stared up towards the distant 

stars. A shooting star is a ball of rock and burning gas that makes a line in the sky  

as it falls through the atmosphere. VERBSa star shines I looked up and saw hundreds 

of stars shining in the sky.a star twinkles (=shines with an unsteady 
light) Stars began to twinkle in the darkening night sky.the stars appear/come 

out (=appear in the sky) We arrived home just as the stars were coming out.the stars 
are out (=they are shining) There was a full moon, and the stars were out.look up at 
the stars I had spent a lot of time looking up at the stars as a kid.sleep under the 

stars (=in a place with no roof) In the desert, they slept out under the stars.PHRASESa 
cluster of stars (=a small group of stars close together in the sky) He fixed his 

telescope on a tiny cluster of stars in the constellation of Taurus.THESAURUS: 

starIN THE SKYplanetone of the large objects that goes around the Sun, for example  

the Earth, Saturn, Mercury, or Mars:The planet Uranus was discovered in 1781. | He 

was able to prove that the planets went around the sun.sunthe star that gives us light  

and heat, around which the planets move. There are also many millions of other suns  

in the universe:The sun came out from behind a cloud. | I'm sure it is possible for life  

to occur around another star like our sun.moonthe round object that moves around 

the Earth every 28 days, or a similar object that goes around another planet:The moon 

rose in the night sky (=it became higher in the sky). | The moon went behind a  

cloud. | Titan is one of the moons of Saturn.asteroida mass of rock that moves around 

the Sun. Most asteroids are found between Jupiter and Mars:the asteroid beltpulsara 

type of star that is far away in space and produces radiation and radio wavesquasaran 

object like a star that is far away in space and shines extremely brightlysupernovaa 

very large exploding starconstellationa group of stars that forms a particular pattern  

and has a name:The constellation of Orion is one of the most easily recognizable  

patterns of stars in the night sky.galaxyone of the large groups of stars that make up 

the universe:Astronomers have detected a galaxy 11 billion light years away.the 

universeall space, including all the stars and planets:The universe is over 13 billion  

years old. | How many planets in the universe may be able to support life?2. a famous 

and successful actor, musician, or sports playerADJECTIVESa big star (=a very famous 

and successful star) He has worked with some of the world’s biggest stars.an 
international star His performance in ‘Titanic’ made him an international star.a rising 
star (=someone who is becoming famous and successful) She is one of 

Hollywood’s rising stars.NOUNS + stara movie/film/Hollywood star He looked like a 
movie star.a pop/rock star Who’s your favourite pop star?a TV star The magazine is 
full of pictures of famous TV stars.a soap star (=a star in a television soap opera (=a 

programme about the lives of an imaginary group of ordinary people) She was known 
as a soap star before she took up singing.a sports/football/basketball etc star Sam 
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was a football star in college.a child star (=a child who is a famous performer) The 

production team say they have been careful to look after all their child stars.star + 

NOUNSstar quality (=a special quality that could make someone a star) She radiates 

genuine star quality.star status (=the position of being a star) Pfeiffer struggled for 
ten years to achieve star status.star treatment (=special treatment that a star 
gets) Winners get star treatment from the media.a star vehicle (=a film or television 

programme that is intended to show the abilities of one particular star) He denied that 
the movie was just a star vehicle for Tom Hanks.PREPOSITIONSthe star of 
sth Elizabeth Taylor was the star of 57 films.PHRASESa star of stage and screen (=a 

star who has been in plays and films) Now this much-loved star of stage and screen has 

been made a Dame.THESAURUS: starA FAMOUS PERSONcelebritysomeone who 

often appears in newspapers, on television etc and is well-known to the 

public. Celebrities are often famous for being famous, not because they have any 

great talent:The magazine is full of gossip about celebrities.namea famous person 

whose name is known by many people – used especially in the following 

expressions:All the big names in football were at the awards dinner. | Giorgio Armani is  

one of the most famous names in fashion. | Emin became a household name after she 

won the Turner Prize (=someone who everyone has heard of).personalityan 

entertainer or sports player who is famous and often appears in the newspapers, on  

television etc – used especially in the following phrases:Many advertisers use TV 

personalities to promote their products. | He was chosen as sports personality of the 

year.A VERY FAMOUS PERSONsuperstaran extremely famous performer, especially a  

musician or film actor:The film made Tom Cruise an international  

superstar.legendsomeone who is famous and admired for being extremely good at  

doing something – used especially about people who are at the end of a long career or  

who have died:Jane Fonda is the daughter of film legend Henry Fonda. | The album 

features blues legend John Lee Hooker. | Senna became a legend in the world of motor  

racing.the greatsthe people who are the best players or performers that there have 

ever been:He was one of the all-time soccer greats. | The studio was founded by movie  

greats including Douglas Fairbanks and Charlie Chaplin.3. used about the best or most 

important actor, performer, player etcstar + NOUNSstar player/performer The team 
will be without their star player.star guest And now for our star guest, Mr Robbie 

Williams.PHRASESsb is the star of the show George Michael was definitely the star of 
the show 

stare1 /steə $ ster/ verb  to look at someone or something for a long 

timeADVERBSstare hard/intently (=very steadily, with a lot of attention) She stared 
hard at him, as if she couldn’t believe he was there.stare fixedly (=without moving 
your head or eyes) He refused to look at me, staring fixedly out of the window.stare 

blankly (=without emotion, understanding, or interest) The child stared blankly at the 
teacher.stare unseeingly/blindly literary (=not noticing anything, although your eyes 
are open) She sat on the bed, staring unseeingly at the wall.stare vacantly (=seeming 

not to notice or be thinking anything) The man was staring vacantly at the fire.stare 
moodily (=rather unhappily) One customer was staring moodily into his 
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glass.PREPOSITIONSstare at sth/sb She didn’t say anything; she simply stared at me 

with her mouth open.PHRASESstare in disbelief/horror/amazement etc He stared 
in disbelief at the newspaper headline.stare into space (=look for a long time at 

nothing) The kids just lie on the sofa staring into space.stand and stare People 
just stood and stared as the building collapsed before their eyes. 

stare2 /steə $ ster/ noun  a long steady look at someone or somethingVERBSgive 

sb a stare The detective gave her a long stare.fix sb with a stare literary (=stare at 

someone) He fixed her with a cool stare.return sb’s stare (=stare back at 
them) I returned his stare and he looked away.meet sb’s stare (=look back at 
them) She met his angry stare calmly.ADJECTIVESa hard stare (=very steady, with a 

lot of attention) As he passed, he gave us a hard stare.a long stare The man fixed him 
with a long deliberate stare.a blank stare (=showing no emotion, understanding, or 
interest) Mention his name and you get mostly blank stares.a vacant stare (=seeming 

not to notice or be thinking anything) She was gazing out of the window with a vacant 
stare.a fixed/unwavering/unblinking stare (=with your eyes not moving at 
all) His unwavering stare was making me feel uneasy.a cold/stony/hostile 

stare (=unfriendly) I smiled and said “hello” but only got a cold stare.a 
curious/inquisitive stare (=showing that you want to find out information) As a new 

arrival in the village, you will probably receive a few curious stares. 

start1 /stɑːt $ stɑːrt/ verb  1. to begin to do something GrammarStart can be  

followed by an infinitive or a participle in this meaning. You can say I started  

to run. Or you can say I started running. NOUNSstart work Members of the TV crew 

are expected to start work at 6 a.m.start a job/career I’ve recently started a job as a 

drama teacher.start a conversation/discussion/argument Jane tried 
to start a conversation with him.start a book/letter/speech He starts the letter with 
“Dear Ms Jones”.start a fire The fire was started by someone carelessly throwing a 

cigarette on the ground.start a journey It’s best to check the weather 
before starting your journey.start a war Russia has no intention of starting a war with 
Georgia.start a new life She was going to California to start a new life.ADVERBSstart 

immediately/straightaway They say they are ready 
to start work immediately.PREPOSITIONSstart by doing sth The artist starts by doing 
a quick pencil drawing.start with sth He starts with a brief introduction to the 

subject.start at/from sth Let’s start at the beginning.PHRASESget started We had 
better get started soon.start (sth) from scratch (=start from the beginning, doing 
everything yourself) No one had done this kind of research before, and we had to start 

from scratch.THESAURUS: startbeginto start to do something. Begin is more 

formal than start, and is used especially in written English:He began to speak. | The 

orchestra began playing. | The company wants to begin work on the project next  

summer. | They began their research in 2010. Start or begin?Start and begin are  

both used in the same meaning with many nouns. You can start work or begin  

work. You can start a conversation or begin a conversation. The only difference  

is that begin is more formal than start.With some words, you can only use start.  
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You start an argument/war/fire. You do not use ‘begin’ with these  

words. commence formalto start to do something:The company will commence 

drilling next week. | Mozart commenced work on the opera while he was still in  

Salzburg. Commence is usually used with a participle, or with the word work. set  

offto start a journey:What time do you have to set off in the morning? | I usually set  

off for school at about 8.30.set outto start a long journey:The ship set out  

from Portsmouth on July 12th. | They set out for India.get down 

towork | businessto finally start doing something, especially your work:It was 11 

o’clock by the time we got down to some work. | Let’s get down to business. What  

experience do you have of this job? (=start talking about the main subject, or start  

doing the main thing that you need to do)take 

uppainting | writing | smoking | game | golf | photography | gardeningto start  

doing something, especially for enjoyment:What inspired you to take up 

painting? | He took up writing as a hobby to pass the time. | Children often take up 

smoking because their friends smoke. | More and more women are taking  

up the game. | I took up golf four years  

ago.resumeduties | work | service | journey | talks | negotiations | tradeto  

start doing something again after a break:We hope that he gets well soon and is able  

to resume his duties. | She plans to go back to New York and resume her work with  

the homeless. | Normal service will be resumed as soon as possible. | We got back in  

the car and resumed our journey. | Trade was resumed after the end of the 

war.launchcampaign | investigation | inquiry | programme | attack | offensive 

| appealto start doing something:Local people launched a campaign to save the 

forest. | The company has launched an internal investigation into the allegations. | The 

government is planning to launch a programme to educate people about the 

disease. | They launched a series of attacks on the enemy. | The 

rebels launched an offensive on 30 October, seizing several towns and villages. | The 

defendant immediately launched an appeal against the judge’s  

decision.openinvestigation | inquiry | negotiations | talks | dialogueto start  

doing something, especially an investigation or negotiations:He called for the military  

police to open an investigation into the incident. | The authorities  

have opened an inquiry into the case. | The two governments agreed to open 

negotiations. | Previous attempts to open a dialogue on race issues have ended in  

failure (=start discussions with someone).enter  

intotalks | negotiations | discussion | dialogue | debateto start talking about  

something with another person or group. Enter into sounds rather formal:They 

refused to enter into negotiations with the terrorists. | This is not the place to enter  

into a detailed discussion of the issue. | The author has refused to enter into a  
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public debate about the book.embark 

oncareer | programme | adventure | project | campaign | journey | tour | miss

ionto start doing something, especially something new, difficult, or exciting:He is  

thinking of embarking on a career as a surgeon. | The government embarked on a  

major programme of economic reform. | The two boys embark on a series  

of adventures. | Obama was not so well known when he embarked on his campaign for  

the White House. | The singer is due to embark on a month long tour of the United 

States. | They knew they were embarking on a dangerous mission.2. to begin to 

happenNOUNSa story/show/film/play starts Doors open at noon and the show 

starts at 2 p.m. | The story starts in Venice in the early 15th century.an 
event/performance starts The event starts on Saturday at the Los Angeles 
Convention Center.a meeting/party/class starts I found this out ten minutes before 

the meeting started.a game/competition starts Once the game starts, I forget about 
everything else.work starts Work had already started on the bridge when the error 
was spotted.a problem/the trouble starts Many health problems start in early life.a 

war/battle/fighting starts He was only 19 when the war started.the 
day/season/year etc starts The day starts with the great American breakfast – 
eggs, bacon, toast, and unlimited coffee.a course starts/school starts The course 

starts with an introduction to web page design.a sale starts The store’s autumn sale 
starts on Monday.ADVERBSstart well/badly The season started well for the 
team.PHRASESbe due/scheduled to start (=be expected to start) The trial had 

been due to start on Monday.start on time/start late The class will start on 
time.start with a bang informal (=in a very exciting way) The novel starts with a 

bang.THESAURUS: startbeginto start. Begin is more formal than start and is  

used especially in written English:The course begins in September. | Work on the 

tunnel will begin early next year.commence formalto start:The work is scheduled to  

commence in April. | Detailed planning has already commenced. | The results will be 

announced in the week commencing June 18th. Start, begin,  

or commence?Start and begin mean the same and are used with the same  

collocations. Start is more common in spoken English, and begin is more common in  

written English.Commence means the same as the other words, but is much more  

formal. It is used especially about things that have been officially arranged to start at  

a particular time. You do not use commence about informal events such as parties,  

or about problems and  

difficulties. resumetalks | discussions | negotiations | meeting | trialto start  

again after a break:The peace talks will resume next week. | The meeting resumed on 

January 27th. | The trial resumes on 

Monday.openshow | exhibition | film | movie | play | musical | trial | talksto  
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start – used especially when something starts being shown to the 

public:The show will open to the public later this week. | A major exhibition of her work  

will open in New York in November. | The movie got very good reviews when 

it opened in the US. | The play opens Monday and is scheduled to close on March  

20th. | Lloyd Webber’s new musical opened in London last week. | The trial opened in  

February last year. | Climate change talks opened in Japan in December. You can also  

use open when saying that a shop, bank, office, museum etc starts being available  

for people to use: The bank opens at nine o’clock. break 

outfire | blaze | fight | fighting | scuffles | violence | argument | war | diseaset

o start – used especially about fires, fights, and diseases:A fire broke out in a chemical  

factory. | The blaze broke out on the second floor of the eight-storey building. | A fight  

breaks out and one man is hurt. | Scuffles broke out when riot police stopped a group 

of the protesters (=small fights started). | The latest violence broke out in January  

2004, and more than 1,600 people have been killed. | An argument broke out and 

people started shouting at each other. | He was in the army when war broke 

out. | The disease broke out in the northern province of Yanggang and quickly spread 

to other parts of the country.kick 

off informalmatch | game | campaign | festival | celebrationto start:The match  

kicks off at three o’clock. | The election campaign kicked off in July. | The 

theater festival kicks off next week. | The celebration kicks off at 7.30. The original  

meaning of kick off is to start a game in which you kick a ball. In informal English,  

this has spread to other situations in which you start doing something. get under  

waywork | construction | trial | campaign | voting | conference | season | prep

arationsto start happening – used when something is likely to last for a long time, or  

you have been waiting a long time for something to start:Work will get under way on 

the new high-speed railway line. | The trial is expected to get under way some time 

next year. | The election campaign will get under way soon. | Voting got under  

way Sunday morning in Venezuela. | Registration will be at 9.30, with the conference 

getting under way at 2 p.m. | The home-buying season usually gets under way in  

spring. | Preparations for the event got under way last November.3. to make an 

organization start to existNOUNSstart a 
company/business Zuckerberg started the company when he was only 19.start a 
shop/store/bank The store was started more than 50 years ago by his 

parents.THESAURUS: startopenshop | store | restaurant | hotelto start a  

business such as a shop or a restaurant, which provides services to the 

public:They opened an antique shop in the high street. | The company plans to open a  

big new store in Shanghai. | McDonald’s opened their first restaurant in 1955. | Doug’s  
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dream is to open his  

own hotel.establishcompany | business | firm | society | organization | committ

ee | commission | club | party | school | collegeto start an organization or an  

official group, especially one that is intended to be permanent or last a long 

time:The company was established in 1974. | The business was established over 50 

years ago. | In 1874 James and his younger brother John established the firm. | The 

National Geographic Society was founded in 1888. | An organization was established to  

govern the sport. | A committee was established to prepare a new constitution. | The 

government established a commission to examine the problem of corruption. | The 

Democratic Party was established in 1832. | The school was established in the late  

19th century. Establish is often used in the  

passive. foundcompany | firm | bank | society | club | party | university | colle

ge | school | museum | churchto start an organization – used especially about an  

important organization that was started a long time ago. The person who founds the 

organization usually provides the money for it:The company was founded in 1919 by 

Charlie Chaplin and other Hollywood actors. | The Bank of New York was founded in  

1784. | The National Geographic Society was founded in 1888. | The 

Alpine Club was founded in 1858. | St Andrews is Scotland’s oldest university and 

was founded in 1413. | Bentham was a philosopher and social reformer  

who founded University College, London. | He founded a school of philosophy in  

Rome. | The British Museum was founded by an act of Parliament in  

1753. | The church was founded by Wenceslas II in 1285. Found is often used in the  

passive. set upcompany | business | firm | committee | commissionto start an  

organization or an official group. Set up is more informal  

than establish or found:Barker set up the company only a year ago. | She plans  

to set up her own clothing business. | A committee was established to prepare a new 

constitution. | The government set up a committee to look into ways of reforming the 

system.formgroup | band | alliance | partnership | coalition | government | ad

ministration | party | companyto start a group or organization, by working together  

with other people, groups, or countries:They decided to break away and form their  

own group. | Mick and Keith formed the band in the early 1960s. | Nasser formed a  

military alliance with Saudi Arabia, Syria, and Yemen. | The hospitals agreed 

to form a partnership, with a single chief executive. | Tomorrow morning we will know 

which party will form the next government. | The 

current administration was formed with the help of the UN two years ago. | They left  

the Republican Party and formed their own political party. | Ciba-Geigy and 

Sandoz formed a new company, which was called Novartis.  
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start2 /stɑːt $ stɑːrt/ noun  the way or time that something beginsADJECTIVESa 

good/great etc start We had a nice breakfast, which was a good start to the day.a 
bad/poor/disastrous/terrible etc start The meeting got off to a bad start when two 
people turned up late.a slow start Work got off to a very slow start because of bad 

weather.an early/late start It was a long trip so we planned an early start.a 
promising start (=a good start that makes success seem likely) Her teacher says 
she’s made a promising start in learning Spanish.a flying start (=a very good 

start) Our season got off to a flying start with victories in our first three games.a 
disappointing start He accepted full responsibility for the club’s disappointing start to 
the season.a shaky start informal (=a rather bad start) After a shaky start when she 

seemed to forget her lines, she performed really well.a fresh start (=a completely new 
start in your life, your marriage etc, especially after you had problems in the past) He’s 
determined to make a fresh start when he comes out of prison.an 

auspicious/inauspicious start formal (=one that makes something good or bad 
seem likely to happen) The crisis is a very inauspicious start to his second term as 
president.VERBSmake a good/bad etc start The team has made an excellent start to 

the season.get off to a good/bad etc start (=make a good, bad etc start) On your 
first day at work, you want to get off to a good start.have a good/bad start Hamilton 

had a bad start to the race, when he crashed into another car.start + NOUNSstart 
date/time We’re nearly ready to begin the project, so we’re looking at a start date in 
early May.PHRASESat the start He seemed unsure of himself at the start, but soon 

became more confident.from the start She was the best player from the start, and 
won the match easily.PHRASESfrom start to finish (=throughout an event, process 
etc) The minister’s involvement in the scandal affected his re-election campaign 

from start to finish.THESAURUS: start→ beginning (1)  

starvation noun  suffering caused by lack of foodVERBSdie of/from 

starvation Millions of children die of starvation each year.be suffering from 
starvation Many of the refugees are suffering from starvation.face 
starvation Thousands of people faced starvation following a 75% fall in food 

production.PHRASESbe on the verge/brink/edge of starvation (=be almost dying of 
hunger) The country was on the verge of starvation. 

state1 /steɪt/ noun  1. the condition that someone or something is 

inADJECTIVESa bad/poor state The report commented on the poor state of the 
roads.a terrible state His apartment was in a terrible state.a sorry state BrE (=a 
very bad state) His clothes were in a sorry state.a parlous state formal (=very bad, so 

that something is in great danger) The previous government left the economy in a 
parlous state.a healthy state (=a good state) Student numbers at the college are in 
a healthy state.sb’s mental/emotional state Whenever Ben stops his medication, 

his mental state deteriorates.sb’s physical state Our emotions can have an effect on 
our physical state.sth’s natural state There’s a plan to return large areas of farmland 
to their natural state.sth’s present/current state (=how it is now) We can deduce 

how the planet evolved from its beginnings to its present state.a 
constant/permanent/perpetual state (=continuing all the time) They lived in 
a constant state of fear.an altered state (=different from normal) The drug produces 

an altered state of consciousness.a heightened state (=more intense than 
normal) She seemed to have a special power, a heightened state of 
awareness.VERBSget into a state (=used about a bad state, such as being untidy or 
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upset) She had let the house get into a terrible state.go into a state (=used about a 

person’s physical state or reaction, such as shock) The patient has gone 
into a state similar to a deep sleep.reach a state The political system 

had reached a state where less than half the people bothered to vote.live/exist in a 
state of sth She’s living in a constant state of worry.reflect the state of sth (=show 
what something is like) These figures reflect the terrible state of European economies in 

general.PHRASESsb’s state of mind What was his state of mind at the time of the 
attack?sb’s state of health The doctor said my general state of health was good.sth’s 
state of repair/preservation School buildings should be kept in a good state of 

repair.a state of shock/confusion/panic etc Howard, still in a state of shock, stared 
at Newman.a state of collapse (=the state of being very ill or weak) The economy 
was in a state of collapse.a state of war Syria was still in a state of war with Israel.an 

advanced state of decay/decomposition The dead bird was in an advanced state 
of decay.the present/current state of knowledge That is the best advice we can 
offer, given our current state of knowledge about the disease.be in no fit state to do 

sth (=be unable to do something, for example because of illness, strong emotion 
etc) He had been drinking for some time and was clearly in no fit state to drive.look at 
the state of sth/sb spoken (=used for saying that something or someone is in a bad 

state) Look at the state of the kitchen! It’s a terrible mess.2. a country considered as a 
political organizationADJECTIVESan independent state also a sovereign 
state formal Croatia became an independent state in 1991.a democratic state They 

want to transform the country into a modern democratic state.a totalitarian 
state (=where there is no democracy) In a totalitarian state, free speech is not 
allowed.a communist/socialist state The former communist states began opening up 

their markets to foreign investment.a fascist state At that time, Italy was a fascist 
state.a one-party state (=where only one party is allowed to have control) Until 
recently, the country was a one-party state.warring states (=countries that are 

fighting each other) Europe should not use force to bring about peace between 
these warring states.NOUNS + statea nation state (=a politically independent 
country) The party is convinced that Scotland could be a successful nation state.a 

member state (=a country that belongs to an organization of countries) The 
statement said that NATO would respond to any attack against a member state.a 
police state (=where the government strictly controls what people can say or do) I 

want the police to be able to stop terrorists, but I don’t want this country to become 
a police state.VERBSbecome a state The General’s forces won and the 
country became a fascist state.create a state There has been some progress in efforts 

to create a Palestinian state.state + NOUNSstate secrets (=information that a 
government keeps secret) She was arrested on suspicion of selling state 

secrets.THESAURUS: state→ country (1)  

state2 /steɪt/ verb formal  to say or write somethingstate + NOUNSstate the 

facts Often newspaper reports fail to state the facts completely.state your 

aim/intention/purpose The researchers state the aims of the study in the 
introduction.state your opinion/view You have stated your opinion very clearly.state 
your case/position He must be allowed to state his case.state the obvious (=say 

things that are obvious, especially in a way that is annoying) When you are writing an 
essay, there is a tendency to state the obvious.NOUNS + statea law/rule/agreement 
states sth The law states that all motorcyclists must wear helmets.a report states 
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sth The report states that there has been an increase in poverty in some 

areas.ADVERBSstate sth clearly/plainly The agreement clearly states the 
responsibilities of both companies.state sth officially/formally/publicly This is part 

of the government’s officially stated policy.state sth firmly/emphatically “We don’t 
have enough money,” she stated firmly.state sth bluntly (=in a very direct way, even 
though you know some people may not like what you are saying) The doctor stated 

bluntly that my eyes could be permanently damaged.state sth openly (=without 
trying to hide anything) She was annoyed with herself for not stating openly what was 
really worrying her.state sth briefly/concisely State your reasons 

briefly.PHRASESfail to state sth The company failed to state the risks of taking the 
drug.sth is stated above/below The conditions of the agreement are stated 
below.unless otherwise stated Unless otherwise stated, prices do not include tax. 

statement /ˈsteɪtmənt/ noun  something you say or write, especially publicly or 

officiallyADJECTIVESan official/formal statement The company is expected to 
make an official statement tomorrow.a public statement We will be making no 
further public statements about the matter.a written statement One neighbour said 

in a written statement that she often heard a baby “crying for help”.a short/brief 
statement Police last night issued a brief statement about the incident.a full/detailed 

statement You will be taken to the police station where you will be asked to make a 
full statement.a clear/strong statement (=giving an opinion clearly) The article 
was a clear statement of his beliefs.a false/misleading statement (=one that is not 

true) She is accused of making false statements to obtain a passport.a sweeping 
statement (=one that is too general and is not true about every person or thing) To 
say that all women are better drivers is a bit of a sweeping statement.a joint 

statement (=one made by two people or groups) The two leaders issued a joint 
statement.a prepared statement (=one that is prepared and then read out) His 
solicitor read a prepared statement on his behalf.a sworn statement (=one that you 

officially promise is true) The reports were based on sworn statements of graduates of 
the terrorist training camp.VERBSmake a statement The minister will make a 
statement on the matter tomorrow.give a statement (=make a statement, especially 

to the police) He gave a statement to the police.issue/release/put out a 
statement (=give a written statement to newspapers, TV etc) The Russian Foreign 
Ministry issued a short statement saying the meeting was “useful”.take/get a 

statement from sb (=officially write down what someone says) The police are taking 
statements from witnesses.withdraw your statement (=say that a statement you 
gave is not true) She was later forced to withdraw her statement.a statement says 

sth A brief statement said that three soldiers had died when their vehicle was hit by a 
roadside bomb.a statement calls for sth (=it asks for something to be done) The 
statement called for the immediate withdrawal of troops from the area.a statement 

condemns sth (=it criticizes something very strongly) The government released a 
statement condemning the violence.NOUNS + statementa government statement A 
government statement said that unemployment was rising.a police statement (=one 

made by or to police) Eleven students were arrested, according to a police statement.a 
witness statement (=one from someone who has seen a crime happen) The witness 
statement was read out in court.a policy statement (=one that explains what an 

organization plans to do) The government issued a policy statement on tax reform.a 
mission statement (=one in which an organization states its aims) Disneyland has 
gotten its mission statement down to just three words: “We create 
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happiness”.PREPOSITIONSin a statement In an official statement, she formally 

announced her resignation.a statement on/about sth The minister will make 
a statement on the issue tomorrow.a statement from/by sb A statement from the 

chief executive was read out this morning.a statement to sb The woman made 
a statement to police.a statement of sth The document includes a detailed statement 
of the company’s financial affairs.according to a statement According to an official 

government statement, over 300 people were hurt.THESAURUS: 

statementannouncementa public or official statement telling people what has  

happened or what will happen:The announcement was heard by millions of radio  

listeners this morning. | The company issued an announcement yesterday saying that  

Rogers has resigned as managing director. | An announcement was made the following  

day.declarationan important official statement, especially about what a government  

or organization intends to do:On July 19th, a declaration of war was issued in  

Berlin. | Independence Hall is where the delegates met to sign the Declaration of  

Independence and write the Constitution.press releasean official statement giving  

information to the newspapers, radio, or television:The singer issued a press  

release saying that she was too ill to continue with the tour.testimonya formal  

statement saying that something is true, especially one a witness makes in a court of  

law:The testimony of the two arresting officers was an important part of the 

prosecution case. | The jury based their decision almost entirely on the testimony of  

one witness. | He was too ill to give his testimony.affidavit lawa written statement  

that you swear is true, for use as proof in a court of law:A prison doctor who treated  

the accused man made an affidavit about his mental state.  

state-of-the-art / ˌsteɪt ɒv ðə ˈɑːt/ adjective  THESAURUS 

> advanced (1), modern (2) 

station /ˈsteɪʃən/ noun  a place where trains or buses regularly stop so that 

passengers can get on and off, goods can be loaded etc, or the buildings at such a 
placeADJECTIVESthe main station The hotel is in front of the city’s main station.the 
next/previous station You need to get off at the next station.the first/last etc 

station Cambridge is the last station on the line.every station This train stops at 
every station.my/your etc station This is my station. I’ll see you tomorrow.NOUNS 

+ stationa train/railway/railroad station She took a taxi to the railway station.the 

bus/coach station I’ll call you when I arrive at the bus station.an 
underground/tube station BrE a subway station AmE The next tube station is 
Oxford Circus.VERBSarrive/get to a station The train gets to the station at 

4.30.leave from/go from a station also depart from a station formal What time 
does the last train leave the station?a train pulls into/out of a station (=used when 
describing a train moving as it arrives at or leaves a station) The guard blew his whistle 

and the train pulled out of the station.THESAURUS: stationterminusthe station  

or stop at the end of a railway or bus line:We’ve arranged to meet her at the 

Victoria bus terminus. | The railway terminus is in central Calcutta.trackthe metal lines  

along which trains travel:A big tree had fallen onto the track. | The passenger train,  
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traveling at 120 miles per hour, careered off the tracks (=went off the tracks while  

travelling very quickly). Track is sometimes used in American English instead  

of platform. platformthe raised place beside a railway track where you get on and 

off a train in a station – used especially to say which part of a station a train will leave 

from:Trains for Oxford leave from Platform 2. | Which platform is it for Paris?ticket  

office also booking office BrEthe place at a station where tickets are sold:You can 

buy rail tickets online or at the ticket office.departures board BrE departure 

board AmEa board saying when and from which part of a station each train will  

leave:The departures board said that the train was ten minutes late  

statistic AC /stəˈtɪstɪk/ noun  a set of numbers which represent facts or 

measurements GrammarUsually plural. ADJECTIVESofficial statistics Official 

statistics indicate that educational standards are improving.national statistics Experts 
claim that national statistics on drug misuse underestimate the problem.economic 
statistics Recent economic statistics show just how weak the economy really is.the 

latest statistics The latest statistics show a rise in the population of about 2% in the 
last year.misleading statistics (=that give a wrong impression) Doctors are advising 
patients not to be worried by these misleading statistics.a 

shocking/alarming/disturbing statistic The rat population in England increased by 
20% last year. This is an alarming statistic. | The magazine has published 
some shocking statistics on youth crime.a telling statistic (=that reveals an important 

piece of information) The most telling statistic is that only 3% of university students 
come from poor backgrounds.NOUNS + statisticgovernment statistics According 
to government statistics, unemployment is falling.crime/accident/unemployment 

etc statistics Crime statistics are produced by the police and the courts.industry 
statistics (=produced by a particular industry) According to industry statistics, British 
tourists prefer smaller hotels.VERBSstatistics show/indicate sth Statistics show that 

smokers have an increased risk of heart disease.statistics suggest sth Housing 
conditions are far worse than the statistics suggest.compile/collect/gather 
statistics (=prepare a list of them) The government says it has not yet compiled 

statistics for this year.publish/release statistics The Department of Health 
will publish these statistics next week.keep statistics We were shocked to discover 
that the police do not keep statistics on such attacks.PREPOSITIONSaccording to 

statistics Women prefer dogs to cats, according to statistics published in a national 
newspaper.statistics on sth This website lists statistics on countries that trade with 
the US. 

statue /ˈstætʃuː/ noun  a solid image of a person made of stone or metal, usually 

in a public placeADJECTIVES/NOUNS + statuea marble/stone/bronze etc 
statue Outside the palace is a magnificent marble statue of Frederick the Great.a 

huge/giant statue also a colossal statue formal (=very large) The north side of the 
building is dominated by a colossal statue of Bishop Gregory.a life-size statue (=the 
same size as the person or animal it shows) There is a life-size bronze statue of the 

athlete outside the stadium.an equestrian statue formal (=a statue of someone riding 
a horse) He presented the city with an equestrian statue of King William.VERBSput up 
a statue also erect a statue formal (=put it in a public place) They put up a statue of 
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him in the main square.a statue stands somewhere His statue now stands in the 

courtyard.a statue commemorates sth In front of the university is a large statue 
commemorating the protests of 1968.unveil a statue (=show a new statue to the 

public in a formal ceremony) A statue of the former prime minister was unveiled in 
1972.carve/sculpt a statue (=make it using special tools) The statues were 
carved thousands of years ago.PREPOSITIONSa statue of sb The mountain has a 

huge statue of Jesus Christ on it. 

stature /ˈstætʃə $ -ər/ noun  THESAURUS > reputation 

status AC /ˈsteɪtəs $ ˈsteɪtəs, ˈstæ-/ noun  your position or rank in relation to 

other people in society or in a profession, group etcADJECTIVEShigh status They were 

men of high status and great influence.low status Why does childcare have such a low 
status in our society?equal status Women should have equal status to 
men.higher/superior status Landowners had superior status.lower/inferior 

status Black people had inferior status.social status Doctors enjoy a high social 
status.socioeconomic status formal (=relating to your social rank and money) Farm 
workers have a low socioeconomic status.professional status He was proud of 

his professional status as a teacher.marital status (=whether someone is married or 
not) Give your name, age, and marital status.exalted status formal (=people say that 
someone or something is very good) The wine is good but does not merit its exalted 

status and very high price.NOUNS + statusemployment status (=whether someone 
has a job, or whether they work full-time, part-time etc) In the box headed 
‘employment status’, write ‘employed’ or ‘self-employed’.refugee status (=the legal 

position of needing protection by a foreign country for political reasons) Over 40,000 
people applied for refugee status in Britain last year.VERBShave status also enjoy 
status formal Here, old people are respected and have high social status.give sb 

status (=make someone have a high status) Owning a lot of cattle gives a 
man status in the village.achieve/acquire/attain a status The 
institution achieved the status of a university in 1929.PREPOSITIONSsb’s status as 

sth Her status as a government minister earned her immediate respect 

statutory /ˈstætʃətəri $ -tɔːri/ adjective  THESAURUS > legal (2) 

stay1 /steɪ/ verb  to not leave a place, or to be in a place for a particular period 

of timeADVERBSstay late She stayed late to finish the report.stay home Thousands of 
schoolchildren were told to stay home yesterday because of the storm.stay 
out (=remain away from home during the evening or night) She went to a party and 

stayed out all night.PREPOSITIONS AND PHRASESstay for two hours/ten days etc I 
went to see John, and stayed for a couple of hours.stay in/at a place Stay in bed if 
you don’t feel well.stay after class/school Some of the students stayed after class to 

talk.stay for a meal/for dinner etc Why don’t you stay for dinner?THESAURUS: 

stayremain formalto stay somewhere. In written English, people often prefer to  

use remain rather than stay, because it sounds more formal:Some 2,000 protesters  

remained outside the building and refused to leave. | The judge recommended that he 

remain in jail for the rest of his life.lingerto stay in a place a little longer than you 

need to, because you are enjoying yourself, or because you hope to see someone or  

something:He lingered outside the lecture hall, hoping for a chance to talk to  
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her. | There are plenty of small cafés where you can linger over a cappuccino.loiterto  

stay in a place not doing anything – used when you think someone is waiting for the 

chance to do something bad or illegal:The two men had been seen loitering in the area  

on the day that the car was stolen.hang around informalto stay somewhere not doing  

anything:There are gangs of boys hanging around on street corners. | I don’t mind  

hanging around for a few minutes. | The boss doesn’t like being kept hanging  

around.stick around informalto stay in the same place or situation for a period of  

time, especially while you are waiting for something to happen or someone to arrive:I  

decided to stick around and see how it all turned out. | Make up your mind. I’m not  

going to stick around forever.  

stay2 /steɪ/ noun  a limited time during which you live in a placeADJECTIVESa 

long stay also a lengthy/extended stay formal During his long stay in the south, he 
painted only one portrait.a short/brief stay No visa is required for short stays.an 

overnight stay Business trips may involve an overnight stay.a pleasant/enjoyable 
stay Our driver said goodbye and wished us a pleasant stay.PREPOSITIONSduring a 
stay They visited several palaces during their week-long stay.throughout sb’s 

stay She had been a great friend to me throughout my stay in France.a stay in/at a 
place The couple had an overnight stay at a fashionable New York hotel.PHRASEShave 

a nice/pleasant/good etc stay (=used when saying that you hope someone enjoys 
their stay) We hope you have a pleasant stay.extend/prolong your stay (=stay 
longer) He could not be persuaded to extend his stay.enjoy your stay We hope you 

have enjoyed your stay at our hotel.cut your stay short (=leave before the planned 
time) He had to cut short his stay because his wife was taken ill. 

steady /ˈstedi/ adjective  continuing in a regular way or developing 

graduallyNOUNSsteady progress We’re making steady progress in reducing 

unemployment.steady growth During the 1960s most of the Western world 
enjoyed steady economic growth.a steady increase/rise The university has had 
a steady increase in student numbers.a steady decline Higher charges have caused 

a steady decline in membership.a steady stream/flow/trickle The restaurant usually 
has a steady stream of customers all day long.a steady supply The economy needs 
a steady supply of skilled workers.a steady rate/pace The industry is developing at 

a steady pace.VERBShold/remain steady (=continue to be steady) A recent survey 
shows that the president’s popularity is holding steady.PHRASESslow but/and 

steady She is making a slow but steady recovery after the accident. 

steal /stiːl/ verb  to illegally take something that belongs to someone 

elseNOUNSsteal some money/jewellery etc She accused him of stealing money from 
her.steal sb’s wallet/purse/credit card/phone etc Someone stole my wallet.steal 

a car/computer/painting etc The car was stolen from outside their house in the 
early hours of the morning.steal sb’s land The local people say that the 
settlers stole their land, and now they want it back.steal sb’s idea Another 

firm stole his idea and made a lot of money.steal sb’s identity Every year, thousands 
of people have their identity stolen by criminals on the internet.stolen goods Police 
found hundreds of pounds worth of stolen goods.PREPOSITIONSsteal sth from 

sb He stole money from his parents in order to buy drugs.THESAURUS: 
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stealtaketo remove something that belongs to someone else, without asking  

permission:The thieves took all her money. | They didn’t take much – just a few items 

of jewellery. Take or steal?Take is often used about money and other things that  

can easily be carried away. You can take something by accident, without realizing  

that it belongs to another person: Sorry, have I taken your chair?Steal sounds  

stronger and more disapproving than take. nick BrE informalto steal  

something:Someone’s nicked my wallet! | Things are always getting nicked at  

school. Nick is very informal. Don’t use it in writing. robbank | shop | store | post 

officeto steal money or other things from a bank, shop, or person:Tempton was  

arrested after robbing a bank in Texas. | He used the gun to rob a  

convenience store. | An elderly man was attacked and robbed of all his money by a  

gang of youths.mugto attack someone in the street in order to steal something from 

them:People in this area are frightened of being mugged when they go out. | Someone 

tried to mug me outside the 

station.burgle BrE burglarize AmEhouse | apartment | flatto go into someone’s  

home and steal things, especially when the owners are not  

there:Their house was burgled while they were away on holiday. | We’ve been burgled  

three times.hold upbank | post office | shop | store | driverto steal from a place or  

person, by threatening to use a gun or other weapon:The couple went around the 

US holding up banks. | A man tried to hold up a post office with an imitation gun. | The 

movie is about a gang of robbers who hold up a jewelry store. | He held me up at  

gunpoint and stole my Porsche (=he threatened to shoot me if I didn’t give him what  

he 

wanted).lootshops | stores | businesses | houses | museum | tomb | city | coun

try | gold | artto steal things from shops and other buildings, especially during a war,  

a protest, or a natural disaster, when the police or the army do not have control of an  

area:Angry crowds looted local shops. | Protesters looted several businesses in the 

downtown area. | Gangs of young men looted people’s houses and set fire to public  

buildings. | The city was looted by enemy soldiers. | The former  

dictator looted the country of much of its oil wealth. | The gold was looted by the 

Nazis. | There is a collection of art looted from all over  

Europe.ransackhome | house | shop | place | building | church | town | cityto  

go through a place stealing things and causing damage:Masked robbers tied her up 

and ransacked her home. | After beating him, they ransacked the house, looking for  

anything valuable. | Fans smashed up cars and ransacked shops. | She came home to 

find that the place had been ransacked, and all her jewellery had gone. | The 

great church of St Sophia was ransacked, and its silver icons  
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stolen. | The town was ransacked by rebel  

soldiers.defraudgovernment | company | employer | investors | peopleto get  

money from an organization or group of people in a dishonest way:The men face long 

prison sentences for attempting to defraud the US government. | Zettner was jailed for  

five years last month for defrauding the company of £1 million. | The salesmen were 

involved in schemes to defraud investors. | Xu and others are accused 

of defrauding people of 32 million yuan ($4 million).embezzlemoneyto steal money 

from the organization you work for, especially money that you are responsible for:The 

governor and his wife were convicted of embezzling public money. | Government  

officials embezzled more than $2.5 million from the 

department.poachstaff | customers | clients | passengers | playersto secretly get  

workers or customers from another company:They poached staff from IBM, in order  

to set up their own company. | Someone has been poaching our customers by offering  

them cheap deals. Poach was originally used about secretly hunting animals on  

someone else’s  

land. plagiarize also plagiarise BrEwork | book | essay | speech | ideas | words

to take another person’s work or ideas and pretend that you wrote them yourself:If  

they find out you’ve been plagiarizing other students’ work, you could be in serious  

trouble. | He claimed that his book had been plagiarized by Brown. | He accused 

Obama of plagiarizing his speeches. | Hobbes was accused 

of plagiarizing Warner’s ideas. The crime of stealing things from shops is  

called shoplifting: Shoplifting costs stores millions of pounds every year.  

steam /stiːm/ verb  THESAURUS > cook1 

steel /stiːl/ noun  strong metal that can be shaped easily, consisting of iron and 

carbonADJECTIVESstainless steel (=a type of special strong steel that does not change 

colour) The knives and forks were made of stainless steel.VERBSbe made of/from 
steel The box was made of steel.produce steel The country produces a lot 
of steel.steel + NOUNSthe steel industry Nearly 500 jobs have been lost in the steel 

industry.a steel company Several of the state-owned steel companies were sold.a 
steel maker/producer The high level of imports has harmed US steel makers.a steel 
factory/mill/plant The closure of the steel plant has left many people without a job.a 

steel worker Her husband is a steel worker.steel production Steel production in 
Britain has declined. 

steep /stiːp/ adjective  1. a road, hill etc that is steep slopes at a high 

angleNOUNSa steep hill The house was at the top of a steep hill.a steep 
slope The steep slopes are cut into terraces for growing coffee.a steep bank He 
scrambled down the steep bank.a steep path/road A steep path leads down to the 

beach.steep stairs She’s getting too old to climb these steep stairs.the steep sides 
of sth The steep sides of the valley were covered in trees.a steep gradient formal (=a 
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steep slope – used especially of a road or railway track) The Snowdon Mountain Railway 

has the steepest gradient of any track in Britain.a steep climb A steep climb brought 
us to the top of the waterfall.a steep descent (=a steep journey, slope, or path 

downwards) The group made the steep descent into the 
valley.ADVERBSfairly/pretty/rather steep It’s a fairly steep climb from the beach to 
the nearby road.particularly steep The northern slope of the hill is particularly 

steep.incredibly steep On one side, the vineyard is incredibly steep.dangerously 
steep The path down to the river seems dangerously steep.2. sudden and very large in 
extentNOUNSa steep decline/drop/fall Following the TV campaign, there was a steep 

decline in the number of drink-driving cases.a steep rise/increase also a steep 
hike informal The energy industry is warning of a steep hike in prices. 

step /step/ noun  1. one of a series of things that you do in order to deal with a 

problem or to succeedADJECTIVESthe first step The first step is to decide which 

subject you want to study.the next step The next step is to apply to a college.the 
final step The final step is usually an interview.an important/major/big step The 
new law is seen as a major step towards a fairer tax system.a small step These minor 

changes to the system are a small step in the right direction.an initial/preliminary 
step (=done at the beginning of a process) As an initial step, I’ve written to the head 

teacher asking for permission.a positive step (=an action that will have a good 
effect) By exercising a little every day, you are taking a positive step.a 
backward/retrograde step (=which makes a situation worse) We feel that 

introducing higher fees would be a retrograde step.an unusual step Police took 
the unusual step of releasing a photograph of the crime scene.an unprecedented 
step (=something that has never been done before) The company took 

the unprecedented step of firing all its senior managers.a bold step (=a daring 
one) He made bold steps to expand his business.a drastic step (=an extreme 
one) Avoid any drastic steps that you might regret. | He made bold steps to expand his 

business.a tentative step (=a small step, because you hope it will help you to achieve 
something later) She has taken a tentative step towards changing her career.a logical 
step For someone interested in acting, the first logical step would be to join a drama 

group.VERBStake a step The local council will take steps to provide you with suitable 
housing.ADVERBSa step forward (=an action that makes things better) The deal is a 
big step forward for the company.a step backward (=that makes things worse or 

reverses progress) The president called it a step backward in international 
relations.PREPOSITIONSa step towards/toward sth The election is a major step 
towards democracy in the region.a step in doing sth The book is a good first step 

in making the problem more widely known.PHRASESstep by step/one step at a 
time (=doing something in stages and going from one stage to another) The book 
teaches you step by step how to bake your own bread.a step in the right 

direction (=an action that helps to improve things) Environmentalists said the law was 
a step in the right direction.a number/series of steps We are taking a number of 
steps to improve our service to customers.take immediate steps to do sth We 

believe the government should take immediate steps to create jobs.take (all) the 
necessary steps to do sth The government is taking all the necessary steps to 
prevent the disease from spreading.take reasonable steps to do sth (=try as hard as 

you can to make sure that something happens) Organizations must take reasonable 
steps to ensure that the information they publish is accurate.(if you take) one false 
step (=if you do one thing wrong or badly, something very bad could happen) If we 
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take one false step now, the whole project could fail.2. a movement of the foot when 

you are walkingVERBStake a step She took a step towards the door.go a few 
steps/another step She had only gone a few steps when she realized she had 

forgotten her passport.hear steps She heard steps behind her and turned 
around.retrace your steps (=go back the same way you came) I retraced my 
steps along the path, looking for the keys.PREPOSITIONSa step towards sth/sb The 

man took a step towards me, his gun raised.a step away from sth/sb They moved a 
few steps away from the dog.ADVERBSa step forward He took a step forward and 
reached for her arm.a step back/backward(s) I took a step backwards and fell over 

a low wall.3. steps are things that you walk up or down to go from one level to 
anotherADJECTIVESsteep steps There were some steep steps down to the 
beach.narrow/wide steps He hurried up the narrow steps onto the 

roof.stone/wooden etc steps I descended the stone steps to the street.VERBSgo 
up/climb the steps He parked his car and climbed the three steps up to the front 
door.go down the steps also descend the steps formal I went down the steps into 

the pool.fall down the steps He was taken to hospital after falling down some steps in 
the New York subway.run up/down the steps also race up/down the steps (=go 
up or down them as quickly as you can) He ran up the steps and knocked, but no one 

answered.steps lead (down/up) to sth There were some steps leading down to the 
back garden.PHRASESa flight of steps (=a set of steps) On the mountain stood a 
golden castle with a flight of steps leading to it.the bottom/foot of the steps He 

stood at the bottom of the steps and looked up at her.the top of the steps The 
children waited at the top of the church steps. 

stereotype /ˈsteriətaɪp, ˈstɪər- $ ˈster-, ˈstɪr-/ noun  a belief, especially unfair or 

untrue, about what a particular type of person or thing is likeADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ stereotypethe old/traditional stereotype He clearly believes the old 
stereotype about Scottish people being mean with money.racial/racist 

stereotypes The film is full of racial stereotypes.cultural/national stereotypes His 
jokes often depend on national stereotypes.sexual/gender stereotypes Women are 
right to object to these sexual stereotypes.a popular/common stereotype There is 

a popular stereotype about old people not being very good with computers.a negative 
stereotype We should avoid negative stereotypes about teenagers.VERBSreinforce a 
stereotype (=make it stronger by showing or describing someone in the usual 

way) Organizations aimed at helping older people must be careful not 
to reinforce negative stereotypes.perpetuate a stereotype formal (=make people 
continue to believe it) The article perpetuates the stereotype that men are not caring 

parents.fit a stereotype also conform to a stereotype formal (=be like the usual 
idea of something) He doesn’t fit the stereotype of a university student.challenge a 
stereotype (=be different from the usual idea of something) These young women want 

to challenge gender stereotypes.break down a stereotype also subvert/overturn a 
stereotype formal (=make people stop believing it) Her films aim to break down 
stereotypes about Asian women.PREPOSITIONSa stereotype of sb/sth He looked just 

like the stereotype of an English person, with his umbrella and his bowler hat. 

sterile /ˈsteraɪl $ -rəl/ adjective  THESAURUS > clean1 (1) 

sterilize also sterilise BrE verb  THESAURUS > clean2 

stern adjective  THESAURUS > strict (1) 
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stick noun  1. a long thin piece of wood from a treeADJECTIVESa wooden 

stick He used a wooden stick to draw a picture in the sand.a big/long stick The dog 
found a big stick.a small/little stick He put some small sticks on the fire.VERBSthrow 

a stick Sam threw a stick for the dog.wave a stick He waved a stick in front of my 
face.poke a stick (=push it into something) The little boy poked a stick into the 
pond.wield a stick (=hold it, especially in a way that shows you want to hurt 

someone) Two attackers wielding sticks beat him up.be armed with a stick (=have a 
stick that you intend to use as a weapon) The men were armed with sticks and 
knives.2. a long thin or round piece of somethingPHRASESa stick of (chewing) 

gum He gave me a stick of gum.a stick of rock BrE a stick of candy AmE (=a long 
hard sweet) The girl was licking a stick of candy. 

sticky /ˈstɪki/ adjective  made of or covered with a substance that sticks to 

surfacesNOUNSa sticky substance also sticky stuff informal The plant was coated 
with a sticky substance. | There’s some sticky stuff in your hair.a sticky mess The 
spilled medicine had left a sticky mess on the carpet.sticky fingers/hands The 

boy’s fingers were sticky from eating a doughnut.sticky tape BrE She used sticky 
tape to stick the pieces of paper together.a sticky label He wrote his name on a sticky 
label and stuck it to his shirt.sticky paper The children were making pictures 

with sticky paper.a sticky note She wrote her password on a sticky note and stuck it 
to the computer screen.a sticky bun (=a small cake covered in a sweet sticky 
substance) Ella had a cup of coffee and a sticky bun.sticky rice also glutinous 

rice formal (=a type of rice that becomes sticky when it is cooked and is popular in 
South East Asian countries such as Thailand) He was eating a bowl of sticky 
rice.VERBSget/make sth sticky Wash your hands or you’ll get the 

book sticky.PREPOSITIONSsticky with sth Her face was sticky with. sweat.PHRASESall 
sticky spoken (=very sticky) My hands are all sticky. 

stiff /stɪf/ adjective  1. difficult to bendTHESAURUS: 

stiff→ hard (1)2. severe or strongNOUNSstiff competition The players expect 

some stiff competition in the later rounds of the competition.stiff 
opposition/resistance There is likely to be stiff opposition to the government’s 
proposals.a stiff challenge/test Climbing the mountain in a single day is a stiff 

challenge.a stiff fine/penalty/sentence People who are caught stealing face 
very stiff penalties. 

stigma /ˈstɪgmə/ noun  the feeling of being embarrassed or ashamed because 

other people disapprove of you or what you have doneADJECTIVESa social 
stigma There is a social stigma about mental illness.a terrible/enormous 
stigma The disease had a terrible stigma in those days.VERBScarry a 

stigma also bear a stigma formal He carries the stigma of having worked for the 
enemy.a stigma is attached to sth/associated with sth There is a stigma attached 
to smoking now.a stigma surrounds sth There is a lot of stigma and confusion 

surrounding AIDS.remove/eradicate/get rid of the stigma We need to remove the 
stigma from mental health problems.overcome the stigma (=deal with it so that it is 
not a problem) It is difficult to overcome the stigma in people’s minds.reduce the 

stigma The campaign aims to reduce the stigma attached to this 
condition.PREPOSITIONSthere is a stigma against sb/sth There is a social stigma 
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against fat people that causes the psychological problems.there is a stigma about 

sth There is a social stigma about suicide and no one wants to discuss it. 

stimulating adjective  THESAURUS > interesting 

stimulus noun  something that has the effect of encouraging another thing to 

happenADJECTIVESa major/powerful stimulus Cheap energy provided a major 

stimulus to economic development in Western Europe and Japan.an economic 
stimulus also a fiscal stimulus formal The government hopes that this economic 
stimulus will encourage growth.a visual stimulus The picture acts as a visual 

stimulus that can help children begin to imagine a character’s personality.external 
stimuli technical (=things outside someone or something that have an effect on 
them) They tested his reaction to external stimuli such as light and changes of 

temperature.VERBSprovide/give a stimulus Tax cuts provided the stimulus which the 
economy needed.act as a stimulus The change in the weather acts as a stimulus for 
the birds to migrate abroad.use sth as a stimulus The teacher used the video clip as 

a stimulus to encourage discussion among the students.respond to a stimulus The 
aim of the experiment was to see how men’s and women’s brains respond 
to different stimuli.PREPOSITIONSa stimulus for sth This remarkable study provided 

the stimulus for several other research projects on the same subject.PHRASESstimulus 
and response In classic stimulus and response fashion, the dog became excited as 
soon as he smelt the meat. 

sting /stɪŋ/ verb  to make something hurt with a sudden sharp pain, or to hurt 

like thisNOUNS + stinga bee/wasp/hornet stings sb He was stung by a bee.the 
wind/the cold stings sth The freezing wind stung her cheeks.a scorpion/jellyfish 

stings sb There was a bruise on his leg where the scorpion had stung him.sting + 

NOUNSsting sb’s eyes Cigarette smoke stings my eyes.sting sb’s skin Perfume 
can sting your skin.sting sb’s face/cheeks/arm The cold air stung my face.sting 

sb’s throat The drink was so bitter it stung her throat.VERBSmake sth sting Chopping 
onions makes my eyes sting. 

stink /stɪŋk/ noun  THESAURUS > smell1 

stock /stɒk $ stɑːk/ noun  a supply of something that an organization, store, or 

person has availableADJECTIVESa large/huge stock We have a huge stock of carpets 
on sale.a small stock I keep a small stock of tinned food for emergencies.new/old 

stock The bookseller was unpacking his new stock.existing stock (=that you have 
now) The two countries agreed to get rid of two-thirds of their existing stock of nuclear 
weapons.surplus stock (=which you do not need because you have too much) Stores 

often sell off their surplus stock at a discount.a decreasing/diminishing 
stock Because of diminishing stocks of fossil fuels, more countries are turning to 
nuclear power.an adequate stock (=a big enough supply of something) We have 

an adequate stock of wood for the winter.VERBShave/keep a 
stock She keeps a stock of envelopes in her desk.build up a stock We are trying 
to build up the stock of books at our school.stocks are depleted formal (=they have 

been used so that there is very little or none left) Our food stocks were 
almost depleted.replenish a stock (=add more so there is the same amount as 
before) We need more of the vaccine to replenish our stocks.stocks 

decline/dwindle formal (=get smaller) Housing stocks are dwindling at the rate of 
10% a year.NOUNS + stockfood/weapons stocks The government agreed to destroy 
its chemical weapons stocks.housing stock (=places available for people to live in an 
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area) Much of the city’s housing stock is in a bad condition.fish stocks (=the number 

of fish in the sea) There are concerns about diminishing fish stocks.stock + NOUNSstock 
levels Paul’s job is to check stock levels in the warehouse.stock control (=making 

sure there are the right amounts of a product in a store) Poor stock control can result in 
not having enough of a particular product to sell to customers.stock 
rotation (=moving goods so that old ones are sold before new ones) Without stock 

rotation, stores would end up with unsold goods past their sell-by 
dates.PREPOSITIONSa stock of sth I always keep a stock of ready-made meals in the 
freezer.in stock (=available to buy in a shop) Do you have the computer in stock, or 

do I have to order it?out of stock (=a shop does not have any more of something 
left) The dress is out of stock in your size.PHRASESstocks run low (=reach a point 
where there is not much left of something) By January, food stocks 

had run dangerously low.while stocks last (=until all the stock has been sold – used 

in shop advertisements) 50% off while stocks last!THESAURUS: stock→ store (2)  

stomach /ˈstʌmək/ noun  the organ inside your body where food begins to be 

digestedADJECTIVESan upset stomach (=used when you have stomach problems after 
eating something, or because of illness) Debbie was at home because she had an upset 
stomach.an empty stomach (=one that has no food in it) The tablets shouldn’t be 

taken on an empty stomach.a full stomach (=one that is full of food) I’d had a meal 
and my stomach was comfortably full.stomach + NOUNS(a) stomach ache I had 
terrible stomach ache last night.stomach pains/cramps He complained of 

acute stomach pains.a stomach bug (=an illness you have caught that affects your 
stomach) He’s off work with a stomach bug.stomach flu AmE (=an illness you have 
caught that affects your stomach) She missed Saturday’s game because of stomach 

flu.a stomach upset (=when your stomach is affected by illness or because of eating 
something) The boy had a stomach upset after eating berries from the garden.a 
stomach ulcer (=a sore area in your stomach which bleeds) Doctors now know 

that stomach ulcers are caused by a bacterium.stomach cancer She was diagnosed 
with stomach cancer last year.VERBSsb’s stomach rumbles (=it makes a noise 

because they are hungry) She felt her stomach rumble.sb’s stomach churns (=they 
feel sick because they are nervous or frightened) John’s stomach was churning with 
anxiety.sb’s stomach lurches/tightens (=it suddenly feels tight because they are 

frightened) Her stomach lurched at the thought of leaving Millfield.settle sb’s 
stomach (=stop it feeling uncomfortable) The doctor gave me some tablets to settle 
my stomach.PREPOSITIONSin your stomach He had a pain in his stomach.PHRASESin 

the pit of your stomach (=used when you have a strong feeling such as fear or 
anxiety which makes your stomach feel strange) I had a horrible feeling in the pit of my 
stomach.feel sick to the stomach AmE (=feel as if you are going to vomit) Spinning 

round made me a little sick to the stomach.you need a strong stomach (=used when 
saying that something is very violent or upsetting) You need a strong stomach to watch 
some of these videos. 

stomach ache /ˈstʌmək-eɪk/ noun [C,U]  pain in your stomach or near your 

stomachVERBShave/have got (a) stomach ache Her son said he had a stomach 
ache and didn’t want to go to school.ADJECTIVES(a) bad stomach ache I’ve got bad 

stomach ache.PHRASESa bit of a stomach ache BrE informal (=one that is not very 

serious) I think I'll go to bed early - I've got a bit of a stomach ache.THESAURUS: 
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stomach acheindigestionpain or uncomfortable feelings that you get when your  

stomach cannot break down food that you have eaten:She frequently suffered from 

indigestion. | If I eat onions, they give me indigestion.food poisoninga stomach  

illness caused by eating food that contains harmful bacteria, so that you vomit:I got  

food poisoning while I was on holiday and had to spend the day in bed. | Two of the 

customers had to be taken to hospital with suspected food poisoning.nauseathe 

feeling that you have when you think you are going to vomit:A feeling of  

nausea suddenly came over me (=I suddenly felt it). | The drug can cause 

nausea.constipationthe condition of having difficulty in getting rid of solid waste from 

your body:Do you suffer from constipation? | I had bad 

constipation.diarrhoea BrE diarrhea AmEan illness in which waste from the bowels is  

watery and comes out often:The main symptoms are diarrhoea and vomiting. | Some 

dairy products can cause diarrhea  

stop1 /stɒp $ stɑːp/ verb  1. to not continue doing something GrammarStop is  

often followed by a participle in this meaning: They stopped working at five  

o’clock. It’s so hard to stop smoking. I wish he would stop talking. Don’t say They  

stopped to work.You use stop to do sth when you stop doing something, in order to  

do something else: We stopped to have lunch. Stop to do sth is short for stop in  

order to do sth. PHRASESstop for a minute/second/moment etc Can we stop for 

a minute? I need a break.stop for lunch/coffee/a rest etc They decided to stop for 

lunch. | Can we stop for a rest?NOUNSstop work She stopped work and went outside 
for a breath of fresh air.stop production The country has stopped production of 

nuclear weapons.THESAURUS: 

stopcease formalproduction | operation | publication | tradingto stop doing or  

producing something:The company announced it intends to cease production of sports  

cars. | The mine has ceased operation. | The magazine ceased publication in  

December. | The firm has ceased trading, with the loss of over a hundred jobs.give 

upsmoking | drinking | trying | job | work | career | gameto stop doing  

something, especially something that you have been doing for a long time:His doctor  

wants him to give up smoking. | Her husband promised he would give up 

drinking. | I’ve given up trying to tell my son to clean his room. | John gave 

up his job to take care of his elderly mother. | She had to give up her career to have a  

family. | He was forced to give up the game because of  

injury.quit informalsmoking | drinking | jobto stop doing something:The campaign  

is intended to encourage people to quit smoking. | Since Charlie quit drinking, he has  

become a different person. | She quit her job and went travelling. | It’s too late for us  
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to quit now.pull out of  

sthcompetition | tournament | race | talks | negotiationsto stop taking part in  

something:Murray pulled out of the competition on Friday with a leg injury. | The 

unions have pulled out of the negotiations.have/take a breakto stop doing something  

for a short time, in order to rest:Okay, everyone. Let’s take a ten-minute break. | If  

you’re feeling tired, you should have a break.2. if something stops, it does not 

continue any longerNOUNSthe rain/wind/snow stops The rain stopped and the sun 
came out.the fighting/shooting/killing stops They just want 
the fighting to stop.the music/noise/sound stops The music stopped and the people 

stopped dancing. | The apartment is next to a busy road, and the noise of the traffic 
never really stops.a clock/watch stops Her watch had stopped and she wasn’t sure 

exactly what time it was. Instead of saying the rain/snow stopped, you often stay it  

stopped raining/snowing. THESAURUS: 

stopcease formalrain | fighting | firing | noise | soundto stop:The sky cleared 

and the rain ceased. | The fighting has almost ceased. | She covered her ears until the 

noise ceased.wear offpain | feeling | excitement | shock | effect | anaestheticif  

a feeling wears off, it gradually stops:If you take some aspirin, the pain will soon wear  

off. | I felt a bit uncomfortable at first, but as time went on, these feelings wore 

off. | By the end of the second day the excitement had worn off. | I suppose 

the shock has worn off, but a lot of people are still upset. | The effects of the drug are 

starting to wear off. | It takes a few hours for the anaesthetic to wear off. | The 

novelty had worn off and the kids started to get bored (=something no longer  

seemed new and exciting, so they started to get bored).go 

awaypain | problem | issueif something bad goes away, it stops causing problems 

for you. Go away sounds rather informal:I waited for the pain to go away. | If we do 

nothing, the problem won’t just go away on its own. | It would be a mistake to bury  

our heads in the sand and pretend the issue will go away.peter  

outroad | path | trail | voice | conversationto gradually become smaller or weaker  

and then stop:The road peters out and becomes a muddy track. | Her voice petered 

out and she started to  

cry.subsidewind | storm | flood | pain | anger | laughter | violence | panic | co

ntroversyto become much less loud, strong, or active:The skies cleared and the wind  

subsided. | They waited for the storm to subside before continuing with their  

journey. | When the floods subsided, the streets were covered in mud. | He lay still  

until the pain had subsided. | Her anger subsided and she apologized for what she had 

said. | “Well,” said Stewart as their laughter subsided, “I guess we had better get on  

with some work.” | The violence subsided after UN officials appealed for  

calm. | The panic on the stock market subsided and share prices started to go up 

again.die 
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downwind | storm | noise | traffic | fire | flames | laughter | excitement | cont

roversyto become much less loud, strong, or active. Die down means the same 

as subside, but is more informal:The wind died down and the sun came 

out. | The storm died down in the night. | In the early morning the noise of the 

party died down and we were able to sleep. | The traffic dies down in the late morning,  

when everyone has gone to work. | We left the fire to die down. | The flames had died  

down and the fire had almost gone out. | The speaker waited for the laughter to die  

down. | After the excitement died down, we were able to get on with our work. | The 

government is hoping that the controversy will die down and people will forget about  

it.3. to make something stop happeningNOUNSstop a game/competition The 

referee stopped the game.stop a meeting/trial The trial had to be stopped because 
the defendant was very ill.stop the war/fighting/violence The protesters want the 

government to stop the war.stop the destruction of sth If we don’t stop the 
destruction of the rainforest soon, our planet will be in big trouble.stop the spread of 
sth Doctors are trying to stop the spread of the disease.stop the flow of sth They are 

unable to stop the flow of illegal drugs into the US.stop the blood/bleeding He put a 
bandage around his arm to stop the bleeding.PREPOSITIONSstop sb/sth from doing 

sth Firefighters tried to stop the fire from spreading.THESAURUS: 

stopsuspendtalks | negotiations | aid | strike | trial | work | operations | fligh

ts | constitutionto officially order that something should be stopped for a period of  

time, especially when you intend to let it start later:The talks were suspended after  

India blamed Pakistan for the bombings. | Aid was suspended to North Korea. | The 

union agreed to suspend the strike. | The trial was suspended indefinitely, because of  

demonstrations taking place outside the courthouse. | They want Iran to suspend 

work on processing uranium. | Operations have been suspended for security  

reasons. | Domestic air flights were suspended because of the winter  

weather. | The constitution was suspended in 1973, when the army took  

control.abortmission | flight | landing | planto stop doing something because it is  

too dangerous to continue, especially when it has already 

started:The mission was aborted after an Ariane 5 rocket exploded. | The plane 

developed engine trouble and they had to abort the flight. | The pilot had 

to abort the landing due to the severe winds. | The two 

companies aborted their plan after deciding that it was too 

risky.haltprogress | spread | flow | violence | attacks | killings | conflict | expo

rts | saleto stop something from continuing, spreading, or developing:His enemies are 

eager to halt his progress. | The authorities are trying to halt the spread of the 

disease. | They were unable to halt the flow of refugees across the border. | UN 

soldiers have failed to halt the violence in the region. | Protesters want the government  

to halt the export of military equipment. | The tobacco companies have agreed 

to halt cigarette sales to teenagers.stemflow | flood | tide | decline | bleedingto  
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stop something from continuing or getting worse:Western countries are trying  

to stem the flow of illegal diamonds from Africa. | Congress wants to stem the flood of  

drugs into the United States. | Efforts were made to stem the tide of road 

accidents (=stop them from increasing). | The company has been unable  

to stem the decline in profits. | The ice helps to stem the bleeding. Stem is often  

used with words such as flow, flood, and tide, whose original meaning is about  

liquid flowing, but are used in a figurative  

meaning. curbviolence | inflation | pollution | greenhouse 

gases | corruption | immigration | spendingto stop something from increasing,  

especially something harmful, and try to control it and reduce it. Curb sounds rather  

formal:We will do everything in our power to curb the violence. | The economic plan is  

designed to curb inflation. | New technologies are being used to curb greenhouse 

gases. | His administration has failed to curb corruption. | The government says it  

wants to curb immigration. | The president has not done enough 

to curb public spending.clamp down on sthcrime | drugs | tax 

evasion | vandalism | bullying | spendingto take firm action to try to stop or  

reduce something, especially because it is illegal or harmful:The police are clamping  

down on knife crime. | The authorities are clamping down on hard drugs. | The 

government decided to clamp down on tax evasion (=stop people avoiding paying  

tax). | The school says it has clamped down on bullying. | The company wants  

to clamp down on spending.put a stop to sthto stop someone from doing something,  

because you think they should not do it. Put a stop to sth sounds rather informal:He 

spent every evening gambling on the internet, until his father put a stop to it. | People  

were climbing over the fence to get into the concert, but they soon put a stop to  

that.4. to stop movingNOUNSsb stops They stopped to admire the view.a 

car/bus/taxi/truck stops The car stopped at a red light. | The bus stops right in 
front of the hotel.a plane/train/boat stops The plane stopped to refuel in 

Dubai.THESAURUS: stoppull upcar | taxi | truckto stop close to  

something:Cathy heard a car pull up in the drive. | The taxi pulled up outside her  

house. | The truck pulled up beside our tent, and a group of soldiers got out. | He 

pulled up next to our car.pull overcar | truck | bus | vehicleto move to the side of  

the road and stop:The car pulled over to the side of the road, with smoke coming out  

of its engine. | The police officer was waving at him to pull over.come to a  

halt especially writtentrain | car | truck | bus | vehicle | planeto move more slowly  

and then stop:The train came to a halt just outside the station. | After about a hundred  

metres, the car came to a halt. | The plane came to a halt at the end of the 

runway.come to a standstilltraffic | carsto go slower and then stop moving  
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completely – used especially about traffic:The road was blocked by an accident, and 

the traffic quickly came to a standstill  

stop2 /stɒp $ stɑːp/ noun  1. if a vehicle comes to a stop, it stops 

movingPHRASEScome to a stop The truck came to a stop right outside our 

house.jerk/shudder to a stop (=suddenly stop) Some passengers fell forward as the 
bus suddenly jerked to a stop.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + stopa dead stop (=no longer 
moving at all) The vehicle gave a sudden lurch and came to a dead stop.an 

abrupt/sharp stop (=very sudden) There was a loud clanking noise and the tractor 
shuddered to an abrupt stop.an emergency stop (=when a vehicle has to stop very 
suddenly to avoid an accident) She had to make an emergency stop when a dog ran in 

front of her car.2. a time or place when you stop for a short time during a 
journeyVERBSmake a stop The coach will be making a brief stop at Carlisle.have a 
stop I was hoping we could have a stop soon.ADJECTIVESa brief/short stop The 

president will make a brief stop at a local elementary school.an overnight stop (=you 
stay the night somewhere during your journey) We had an overnight stop in Paris.a 
scheduled/unscheduled stop (=that you had planned or not planned to 

make) Security officers don’t like the prince making unscheduled stops to speak to the 
public.NOUNS + stopa toilet stop BrE a bathroom stop AmE (=so that someone can 

go to the toilet) The bus makes a number of toilet stops.a fuel stop (=when a vehicle 
stops in order to get more fuel) We made fuel stops every three hundred miles or so.a 
campaign stop (=when a politician visits a place as part of a political campaign) He 

made the remarks during a campaign stop in Michigan.PREPOSITIONSa stop at a 
place The train makes a stop at York.a stop for sth After a half-hour stop for lunch, 
we continued the long drive north. 

store /stɔː $ stɔːr/ noun  1. a place where goods are sold to the 

publicADJECTIVES/NOUNS + storea local store She prefers to do her shopping at 
her local store, rather than going to a big supermarket.a food/furniture/toy etc 
store We ordered a new sofa from the furniture store.an electrical store (=selling 

televisions, computers etc) Electrical stores are suffering as more and more people buy 
their computers and televisions online.an online store (=on the internet) Apple 
introduced an online store in addition to its retail stores.a department store (=a large 

store with different departments for clothes, cosmetics, toys, electrical goods 
etc) Macy’s is a big department store in New York.a high street store BrE (=on one of 

the main streets of a city or town) Most people buy their clothes from high street 
stores.a chain store (=with branches in many different places) You can buy less 
expensive versions of designer dresses in chain stores.a convenience/corner 

store (=a small store on a street where people live, selling many different things they 
need to buy often) He’s gone to the convenience store to get milk.a general 
store (=selling many different goods) There is a post office and a general store in the 

village.a flagship store (=the best or most important one a company 
owns) Selfridges’ flagship store is on Oxford Street.a discount store (=one that sells 
goods at low prices) In discount stores, goods are often sold from the boxes they come 

in.a dime store AmE (=one that sells many different kinds of cheap goods, especially 
for the house) It was a cheap plastic toy from a dime store.a DIY store BrE (=one that 
sells things for decorating and repairing your house) You can buy paint from your 

local DIY store.a liquor store AmE (=one that sells alcohol) He bought a bottle of 
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brandy from the liquor store. Bookstore is usually written as one word. VERBSa store 

closes/opens The store opens at 8.30 a.m.a store sells sth Many stores sell recycled 
products.run a store Mr and Mrs Johnson run our local store.go to the store AmE I 

need to go to the store for some bread.sth hits the stores informal (=it becomes 
available for people to buy in stores ) Their new album is due to hit the stores next 
week.store + NOUNSa store manager/owner The store manager is interviewing for 

new staff on Saturday.a store detective (=someone who stops customers stealing 
from a store) A store detective noticed him putting a pair of expensive sunglasses in his 
pocket.a store window The dress looked great in the store window.a store 

card BrE (=used for buying goods from a particular store and paying for them 
later) She paid for the jeans using her store card.PREPOSITIONSin a store She 
works in a big store on Oxford Street.sb is at the store AmE (=they are buying things 

in a store) Someone called while you were at the store. Store is the usual word in  

American English.In British English, people usually say shop. A store is used  

especially about a large shop, or in advertisements for shops. 2. an amount of 

something that is available to be usedADJECTIVES/NOUNS + storea large/great 

store also a vast store formal Over the years, he has gained a vast store of 
knowledge.a rich store (=a large store of history, knowledge, information etc) The city 
has a rich store of history.a secret store She got a bar of chocolate from her secret 

store.fat/energy stores If we do not eat enough, the body starts breaking down 
its fat stores.store + NOUNSa store cupboard BrE He took a packet of sugar from 

the store cupboard. Storeroom (=a room where you store things) is written as one  

word. VERBShave a store of sth John has a store of jokes for every occasion.keep a 

store of sth We keep a store of medicines in case anyone gets ill.PREPOSITIONSa 

store of sth I always keep a store of bottled water.PHRASESa store of 
information/knowledge/wisdom/experience Readers have access to a huge store 
of scientific information.a store of energy The animals have to build up enough stores 

of energy to last them through the winter.a store of food/water The land sits on top 

of one of the world’s greatest underground stores of water.THESAURUS: 

storestocka store of products to be sold in a shop, or of resources that are available  

to be used if necessary:We have a large stock of children’s clothing. | Our stock  

of fossil fuels is running low.supplyan amount of something that is needed 

continuously:They won a year’s supply of baby food. | The steel industry depends on 

a regular supply of raw materials.reservesa supply of money or natural resources that  

a country or organization has available to use if they are needed:Norway’s gas  

reserves are greater than its oil reserves. | The government has large reserves  

of foreign currency.  

storm /stɔːm $ stɔːrm/ noun  1. a period of very bad weather when there is a lot 

of rain or snow, strong winds, and often lightningADJECTIVES/NOUNS + storma big 
storm There was a big storm which caused a lot of damage.a bad/terrible storm It 

was the worst storm for 50 years.a severe/violent/fierce storm Violent 
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storms swept across the country.a great storm (=a very severe one) Many buildings 

were damaged in the great storm of 1987.a tropical storm The tropical 
storm smashed through the Bahamas.a dust storm (=one in which a lot of dust is 

blown around) Dust storms are relatively common in the Sahara.an electrical 
storm (=one with lightning) Power supplies have been affected by severe electrical 
storms in some parts of the country.a winter/summer storm People fear there may 

be more flooding when the winter storms hit.a freak storm (=an unexpected and 
unusually violent one) The ship sank in a freak storm.an approaching storm (=one 
that is coming closer) The horizon was dark with an approaching 

storm. Rainstorm, snowstorm, and thunderstorm are usually spelled as one  

word. Don’t say a strong storm or a hard storm. Say a big storm, a bad storm, or 

a violent storm.VERBSa storm blows up (=it starts) That night, a storm blew up.a 
storm breaks (=it starts suddenly, after there has been a lot of cloud in the sky) The 
storm broke at five o’clock.a storm is brewing (=it is likely to start soon) He could 

feel that a storm was brewing.a storm rages (=a violent storm is happening) By the 
time we reached the airfield, a tropical storm was raging.a storm hits/strikes a 
place The storm hit the island in the early hours of the morning.a storm 

lashes/batters a place (=the wind and rain blow against a place) Fierce storms 
lashed the coastline.a storm passes also a storm abates formal We sat and waited 
for the storm to pass.a storm blows itself out (=it finally ends) The storm finally blew 

itself out.ride out the storm (=survive it without being damaged – used especially 
about ships) The Greek fleet had ridden out the storm near the coast of Euboia.storm + 

NOUNSstorm clouds We could see storm clouds in the distance.storm damage A lot 

of buildings suffered storm damage.PHRASESthe eye of the storm (=the calm part in 
the centre of the storm) The eye of the storm must be passing over us.there is a 
storm coming The weather forecast says that there is a storm 

coming.THESAURUS: stormthunderstorma storm in which there is a lot of  

thunder (=loud noise in the sky) and lightning (=flashes of light in the sky):When I  

was young I was terrified of thunderstorms. | There was a big thunderstorm in the 

mountains.hurricanea storm that has very strong fast winds and that moves over  

water – used about storms in the North Atlantic Ocean:The city was hit by  

another hurricane. | Hurricane Katrina left a trail of destruction. | This month is the 

start of the hurricane season.typhoona very violent tropical storm – used about  

storms in the western Pacific Ocean:A powerful typhoon hit southern China  

today. | The typhoon is heading for Tokyo.cyclonea severe storm affecting a large 

area, in which the wind moves around in a big circle:Thousands of people died when 

a tropical cyclone hit Bangladesh. | Cyclone ‘Joy’ inflicted damage estimated at $40 

million, with winds of up to 145 miles per hour.tornado also twister AmE informalan 

extremely violent storm that consists of air that spins very quickly and causes a lot of  

damage:The tornado ripped the roof off his house. | For the second time in a week 

deadly tornadoes have torn through Tennessee.snowstorma storm with strong winds  

and a lot of snow:A major snowstorm blew across Colorado. | The plane crashed in  
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a heavy snowstorm.blizzarda severe snowstorm in which the snow is blown around by 

strong winds, making it difficult to see anything:We got stuck in a blizzard. | Denver is  

getting ready for blizzard conditions.2. a situation in which people suddenly express 

very strong feelings about something that someone has said or done, especially when 
this is reported in the newsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + storma political storm The company 
became the centre of a political storm.a diplomatic storm (=between the 

governments of two or more countries) There was a diplomatic storm between Russia 
and the US after the men were accused of spying.a media storm (=in the newspapers, 
on the television etc) The star found herself at the centre of a media 

storm.VERBScause/create a storm The minister caused a storm by criticizing 
doctors.provoke/spark/raise a storm (=make it start) This decision provoked a 
storm of protest from civil rights organizations.a storm blows up (=starts) A 

diplomatic storm blew up between the two countries.a storm blows over (=ends) The 
president is just hoping that the storm will blow over quickly.ride out/weather a 
storm (=survive a storm) The company has weathered a storm of negative publicity in 

the last month.PHRASESa storm of protest Government plans for hospital closures 
provoked a storm of protest.a storm of controversy His book raised a storm of 
controversy.a storm of criticism A storm of criticism forced the government to 

withdraw the proposal.be at the centre of a storm (=be the person or thing that is 
causing strong protest, criticism etc) He has been at the centre of a storm over plans to 
cut the education budget. 

stormy /ˈstɔːmi $ ˈstɔːr-/ adjective  THESAURUS > windy 

story /ˈstɔːri/ noun  1. a description of events, told to entertain 

peopleADJECTIVESa true story ‘Schindler’s List’ is the true story of a man who saved 
the lives of hundreds of people during the war.a classic story (=old and known or 

admired by many) It is the classic story about a little girl who falls down a rabbit hole.a 
remarkable/amazing/incredible story The film tells the remarkable story of his 
life.a fascinating/intriguing/curious story The book is the fascinating story of Mary 

Shelley, the woman who wrote ‘Frankenstein’.a heartwarming story (=one that 
affects your emotions, especially one in which people are very kind) There is a 
heartwarming story of a lonely little boy and his search for his sister.a short story He 

has published two collections of short stories.NOUNS + storya children’s story Enid 
Blyton is famous for writing children’s stories.a love story ‘Romeo and Juliet’ is a 

classic love story.a fairy story (=a children’s story in which magical things 
happen) She looked like a princess in a fairy story.an adventure story He writes 
exciting adventure stories for children.a detective story Most detective stories are 

about a murder.a ghost/horror story She likes reading horror stories.a bedtime 
story (=one read or told to a child before they go to sleep) He remembered his mother 
reading him a bedtime story.VERBStell (sb) a story Would you like me to tell you 

a story?Don’t say say someone a story.read (sb) a story She reads a lot of 
detective stories.write a story The story was written by Lewis Carroll.PREPOSITIONSa 
story about sth Martinez wrote a story about a girl who wanted desperately to be a 

model.THESAURUS: storytalea story about strange imaginary events, or exciting  

events that happened in the past:She read the children a fairy tale by Hans Christian  

Andersen. | I loved hearing tales of his travels. | The film is a tale about a middle-aged  

lecturer who falls in love with a young student.mytha very old imaginary story about  
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gods and magical creatures:The story is based on an ancient myth. | the Greek  

mythslegendan old story about brave people or magical events that are probably not  

true:According to legend, King Arthur was buried there. | There are many legends  

about the creation of the world.fablea traditional imaginary short story that teaches a  

moral lesson, especially a story about animals:Do you know the fable of the tortoise  

and the hare? | an old Chinese fable2. a report about something in a newspaper or on 

a news programmeADJECTIVESa big story (=a report about something 
important) Today’s big story is the fall in share prices.the lead/top story (=the most 
important story in a newspaper or news programme) The floods were the lead story on 

the news that evening.NOUNS + storya newspaper story I read a newspaper story 
about a family who had 20 children.a front-page story ‘The Times’ published a front-
page story about the scandal.a cover story (=the main story in a magazine, 

mentioned on the cover) The magazine did a cover story on her 
wedding.VERBSprint/publish a story The editor decided not to print the story.do a 
story (=write a report or make a news film about it) He went to Afghanistan 

to do a story on the war.run/carry a story (=print it or broadcast it) There wasn’t 
enough definite information to run the story.cover a story (=report on it) Her family 
complained about the way that journalists had covered the story.break a 

story (=report on it for the first time) The ‘Daily Mail’ was the paper 
which broke the story.leak a story (=secretly tell a reporter about it) We may never 
know who leaked the story to the press.follow a story (=continue to report on it) The 

‘Today’ programme has been following the story for several weeks.a story breaks (=it 
is reported for the first time) I still remember the shock when that story broke.3. an 
account of something that has happened, especially one that people tell each 

otherNOUNS + storythe full/whole story Wait until you know the full story before 
making a judgment.a plausible/convincing story (=one that people are likely to 
believe) She tried to think up a convincing story to tell her parents.an apocryphal 

story formal (=one that is well known but probably not true) There are 
many apocryphal stories about him.the inside story (=including facts that are known 
only to people involved) Though I’d seen the official report, I wanted the inside story.a 

strange/bizarre story She told us a bizarre story about finding a snake in the toilet.a 
success story His career is a remarkable success story.a hard-luck story (=about 
something bad that happens in someone’s life, especially told in order to get 

sympathy) There was the usual hard-luck story, then he asked me for money.VERBS 

+ storytell (sb) a story also recount/relate a story formal I’d better tell you the 
whole story from the beginning.give sb a story I had the feeling that she 

wasn’t giving me the full story.hear a story also listen to a 
story I’ve heard that story a hundred times.make up/invent a story She confessed 
to making up the story of her bag being stolen.stick to your story (=keep saying it is 

true) He didn’t believe her at first, but she stuck to her story.change your 
story During police interviews, Harper changed his story several times.believe a 
story The jury did not believe Evans’s story.swap stories (=tell each other 

stories) They swapped stories and shared their experiences.story + VERBSthe story 
goes (=this is what people say happened) The story goes that he drowned, but not 

everyone believes it.a story goes around (=people tell it to each other) A story went 
around that she had been having an affair.a story emerges (=people start to say 
something has happened) The story was emerging that the president had been 
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shot.PHRASESthat’s another story spoken (=I will tell you about that at some future 

time) And then there was a problem with the car, but that’s another story.sb’s side of 
the story (=someone’s account of what happened, which may be different from 

someone else’s) I would like to give my side of the story.it’s a long 
story spoken (=used when saying that a lot of things happened) “How did you come to 
be arrested?” “Well, it’s a long story.”to cut a long story short spoken (=used when 

going straight to the most important part of your story) There were problems in their 
marriage and, to cut a long story short, they got divorced. 

straight /streɪt/ adjective  1. something that is straight does not bend or 

curveADVERBScompletely/absolutely/perfectly straight also dead 

straight BrE informal The road is absolutely straight for the next five 
miles.fairly/relatively straight The line was fairly straight.NOUNSa straight line Use 
a ruler to draw a straight line.straight hair She’s the tall woman 

with straight black hair.a straight edge A rectangle has four straight edges.a straight 
road/path The field is crossed by a narrow, perfectly straight road.a straight 
road (=going directly to a place, with no possibility for getting lost) Once you’re 

through the village, it’s a straight road to the hotel – you can’t miss it.PHRASESin a 
straight line First of all, arrange the tiles in a straight line.2. level or upright, not 

leaning to one sideADVERBScompletely/absolutely/perfectly straight also dead 
straight BrE informal Make sure the door frame is perfectly straight.nearly 
straight also more or less straight The picture is more or less straight.VERBSlook 

straight The fence did not look completely straight.stand 
straight He stood perfectly straight, looking ahead.hang straight If you put small 
weights in the curtains, they hang straight.hang sth straight Make sure you hang the 

paintings straight.3. honest and directNOUNSstraight talk/talking There is not 
enough straight talking in politics.a straight answer I want a straight answer: yes or 
no.ADVERBStotally/completely/absolutely straight We have been totally 

straight with you from the beginning.fairly straight also pretty straight informal He 
seemed like a pretty straight kind of guy.PREPOSITIONSstraight with sb I’m confident 
that she’s been completely straight with me.straight about sth He was not 

really straight about his lack of experience.THESAURUS: 

straight→ honest4. happening one after the other in a seriesNOUNSstraight 

wins/victories After six straight wins, they are well placed to win the 
championship.straight games/sets/points He lost five straight games and seemed 
to have lost his confidence.straight defeats They began the season with four straight 

defeats. 

straightforward adjective  THESAURUS > easy 

strain /streɪn/ noun  1. pressure or worry caused by having to deal with a 

difficult situationADJECTIVESgreat/considerable/severe strain He has been 
under great strain at work recently.a terrible strain The weeks following the accident 

were a terrible strain for the family.an intolerable strain (=too great to bear) The 
cost of the war put an intolerable strain on the economy.emotional strain She has 
been suffering from considerable emotional strain.financial strain The government 

wants to ease the financial strain on families with young children.undue strain (=too 
much strain) We cannot start any new projects that might put undue strain on the 
company’s finances.VERBSease/relieve/lessen the strain (=make it less) The 
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company are taking on more staff to help to ease the strain.stand/take the 

strain (=continue in spite of it) I don’t know if I can stand the strain of another 
divorce.cope with/deal with the strain Staying fit helps her cope with the strain of 

her husband’s illness.feel the strain (=start to find a situation very difficult to deal 
with) The school is short of teachers, and everyone is feeling the strain.PHRASESbe 
under (a) strain Doctors are under considerable strain.put/place (a) strain on 

sb/sth Living so far apart put quite a strain on our marriage.collapse under the 
strain (=become unable to continue normally because of the strain) If more prisons 
are not built soon, the system might collapse under the strain.stresses and 

strains Holidays help people to cope with the stresses and strains of life.signs of 
strain She is getting very little sleep and she is starting to show signs of strain.2. a 
particular type of a diseaseADJECTIVESa deadly strain (=one that can kill people) He 

has the most deadly strain of the diseasea virulent strain (=that affects people very 
quickly) It was a particularly virulent strain of flu and it killed thousands of people.a 
resistant strain (=not able to be treated by drugs) These medicines would not be 

effective against the more resistant strains.NOUNS + straina flu strain I had an 
injection against the latest flu strain.PREPOSITIONSa strain of sth Scientists claim to 
have identified a new strain of the disease. 

strange /streɪndʒ/ adjective  unusual or surprising, especially in a way that is 

difficult to explain or understandNOUNSa strange thing They were walking through the 
forest when a strange thing happened.a strange 

feeling/sensation/experience David had the strange feeling that he had seen her 
somewhere before.a strange place/land/world The desert was a strange place at 
night.a strange way Your memory sometimes works in a strange way.a strange 

man/woman/person You meet all kinds of strange people when you’re 
travelling.strange behaviour BrE strange behavior AmE His friends couldn’t 
understand his strange behaviour.a strange noise/sound There was a strange 

noise coming from the other room.VERBSseem/sound/look strange It seems 
strange that he didn’t say where he was going.find sth 
strange They found it strange that their son was so interested in 

ballet.PREPOSITIONSstrange to sb His voice sounded strange 
to her.PHRASESsomething strange (about sb/sth) There is something strange about 
Mr Hyde, something evil.for some strange reason For some strange reason, she 

seems to like you.that’s strange/how strange spoken (=used when something 
strange has happened) That’s strange – all my work has just 

disappeared.THESAURUS: strangemysteriousstrange – used about something  

or someone that people know little about and are unable to explain or understand:He 

had disappeared in mysterious circumstances (=used when no one knows how or why 

something happened). | There's something mysterious about him, something not quite  

right. | There were reports of mysterious lights in the sky. | Binoche plays Julie,  

a mysterious woman who flees the outside world following the death of her husband 

and daughter. | Sometimes God works in mysterious ways (=used when saying that  

people cannot explain the reasons why something happens, or do anything to change 

it).curiousstrange, in a way that makes you wonder why something is true, or why 

something happens in that way:Then, a curious thing happened: Duval not only won a  
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tournament, he couldn't stop winning. | By a curious coincidence, they had both  

attended the same university. | There’s something rather curious about small-town 

America. | Harriet was troubled by the curious change in her daughter.oddstrange,  

especially in a way that makes you feel surprised or worried:It’s odd that you can’t  

remember him at all. | It struck me as odd that she should find this man desirable or  

handsome (=it seemed odd to me). | There was something odd about his face - she 

thought she recognized him from somewhere. | It seemed rather an odd thing to  

do.funnyslightly strange, especially in a way that makes you feel a little surprised or  

worried. Funny is used especially in spoken English:There’s a funny smell in the 

kitchen. | The soup had rather a funny taste. | The engine was making a funny sort  

of noise. | It's funny that she didn't call. | I think there is something funny going  

on (=used when you think someone may be doing something bad or  

illegal).peculiarstrange, especially in a way that makes you feel surprised or that  

seems unpleasant:The man was looking at me in a peculiar way. | The walls were 

covered in a peculiar kind of sticky substance. | Then a most peculiar thing happened.  

The broomstick suddenly flew up into the sky. | Did you notice anything peculiar  

about him? | He had a peculiar expression on his  

face.eeriefeeling | sensation | silence | stillness | place | sound | light | atmosp

herestrange, mysterious, and often frightening:Suddenly he became aware of an eerie  

feeling, as though he was being watched. | There was an eerie silence in the 

house. | The forest was an eerie place at night. | Suddenly they heard an eerie sound 

coming from somewhere deep in the cave. | The town had an eerie atmosphere after  

the bombing.eccentricmillionaire | old man | old lady | behaviour | habitstrange 

in a way that seems slightly crazy and amusing – used about people and their  

behaviour:An eccentric millionaire had built his own railway line in the back garden of  

his mansion. | Harmer was an eccentric old lady who lived alone in a remote 

cottage. | The staff were worried by the editor's eccentric behaviour. | He lived 

completely alone and had some slightly eccentric habits.VERY STRANGEweirdvery  

strange or very different from what you are used to. Weird is used especially in  

spoken English:A totally weird thing happened last night. I was lying in bed and 

suddenly the roof collapsed on top of me. | There's something weird about being in a  

room full of film producers. | I had a weird dream last night. | My friends think  

I'm really weird because I keep pigeons. | My wife told me that she too had a weird  

feeling about the 

house.bizarrething | story | situation | behaviour | worldextremely strange and 

different from what is usually considered normal:She didn't realise she was asleep -  

that was the bizarre thing. | There was a bizarre story about a blind man who was  

attacked by a police officer. | How did this bizarre situation come 

about? | Mark’s behaviour was becoming increasingly bizarre. | The film is set in  
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the bizarre world of fashion.surrealimage | sense of  

humour | quality | momentextremely strange and unconnected with real life or  

normal experiences, like something out of a dream:His paintings are full of surreal  

images. | The comedian is well known for his surreal sense of humour. | His films have 

a strange surreal quality. | There is something surreal about the climate change talks  

in Bali. | The plant’s flowers were so big that they seemed almost  

surreal.uncannyability | knack | resemblance | feeling | accuracyvery strange –  

used especially about someone having an unusual ability to do something, or looking  

surprisingly similar to someone:He had an uncanny ability to pick winners. | She had 

an uncanny knack of putting her finger right on a problem (=ability to do a particular  

thing). | Alice had an uncanny resemblance to Josie (=they looked very similar). | She 

began to get an uncanny feeling that she was being watched. | He can imitate  

Robertson's voice with uncanny accuracy (=in a surprisingly accurate way).  

stranger /ˈstreɪndʒə $ -ər/ noun  someone that you do not knowADJECTIVESa 

complete/perfect/total stranger (=used to emphasize that you do not know the 
person) Sometimes it’s easier to talk about personal problems to a complete stranger.a 

virtual/relative/comparative stranger (=someone you hardly know) I hadn’t seen 
him for so long that he seemed like a virtual stranger.a passing stranger (=one you 

pass in the street) They asked a passing stranger to take their photograph.a 
mysterious stranger She never knew who the mysterious stranger was who had 
helped her that night.PREPOSITIONSa stranger to sth/sb I had never seen the man 

before – he was a complete stranger to me.PHRASESI’m a stranger here 
(myself) also I’m a stranger to/in these parts I’m afraid I don’t know the way – 
I’m a stranger here myself.speak/talk to strangers Parents teach their children not 

to speak to strangers. 

strategy AC /ˈstrætədʒi, ˈstrætɪdʒi/ noun  a planned series of actions for 

achieving somethingADJECTIVESa new/different/alternative strategy They decided 
to try again using a different strategy.a similar strategy Several kinds of insects 

adopt a similar strategy.a successful/effective strategy The most successful 
strategy is often the simplest one.an ambitious strategy (=designed to achieve 
something very impressive or important) Union leaders are calling for an ambitious 

strategy to create half a million jobs.a risky/high-risk strategy This is a high-risk 
strategy which could easily fail.a clear strategy also a coherent strategy formal It is 

important that the company has a clear marketing strategy.an economic/political 
strategy The government has changed its economic strategy.a national/global 
strategy We need a national strategy for dealing with this problem.a comprehensive 

strategy (=one that deals with every part of something) This plan provides a 
comprehensive strategy for the prevention and control of infectious diseases.a 
joint/common strategy (=involving two or more groups, countries etc) The leaders 

of the islands discussed a joint strategy on climate change.a long-term strategy The 
closure of these factories is part of the company’s long-term strategy.NOUNS 

+ strategya business/investment/marketing etc strategy This is a high-

risk business strategy.a coping/survival strategy (=for dealing with personal stress 
and difficult situations) A psychologist can teach victims a range of coping strategies.an 
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exit strategy (=for escaping from a difficult situation if things go wrong) The country 

went into the war without an exit strategy.VERBS + strategythink of/come up 
with/work out a strategy We need to think of a strategy to deal with the 

problem.devise/formulate a strategy formal (=think of one) They were asked 
to devise a strategy for saving money.use a strategy also employ a 
strategy formal What strategies do you use to deal with difficult customers?adopt a 

strategy (=start to use it) Both players adopted the same strategy.follow/pursue a 
strategy (=do a particular planned series of actions) The government has 
been pursuing an energy strategy based on fossil fuels.implement a 

strategy formal (=do what has been agreed) The company needs to implement this 
new strategy as soon as possible.develop a strategy Experts were called in to help 
the company develop new marketing strategies.rethink a strategy (=consider 

changing it) If a particular economic strategy isn’t working, the government needs 
to rethink it.evolve a strategy (=develop it, especially through a process of natural 
change) The creatures which live in the river have evolved strategies for surviving 

sudden floods.suggest/propose a strategy A good business adviser 
can suggest alternative strategies for a failing company.strategy + VERBSa strategy 
works The government’s economic strategy was not working.a strategy fails If this 

strategy fails, then we will have to think of something else.a strategy backfires (=it 
has the opposite effect of what you want) The coach’s strategy backfired and the team 
lost 48–7.a strategy is aimed at doing sth/is designed to do sth This 

latest strategy is aimed at involving more young people in politics.PREPOSITIONSa 
strategy for doing sth They need a strategy for improving customer service 

stream /striːm/ noun  1. a small riverADJECTIVES/NOUNS + streama mountain 

stream They went swimming in a mountain stream.an underground stream The 
water comes from an underground stream.VERBSa stream runs/flows 
somewhere The stream flowed gently under the bridge.2. a continuous flow of 

somethingADJECTIVESa steady/constant/unbroken stream The museum attracts 
a steady stream of visitors.an endless/never-ending stream She had an endless 
stream of admirers.NOUNS + streama revenue/income stream (=a continuous supply 

of money from selling or doing something) We need to have a regular revenue 
stream.PHRASESa stream of traffic/cars A steady stream of traffic made it difficult to 
cross the road on foot.a stream of visitors/customers/people There was a 

constant stream of customers all day long.a stream of abuse He shouted a stream of 
abuse at the other driver.a stream of consciousness (=the expression of thoughts 
and feelings in writing exactly as they pass through your mind) The novel is written in 

the form of a stream of consciousness. 

street /striːt/ noun  a road in a city or town that has houses, shops etc on one or 

both sidesADJECTIVESa busy street (=with a lot of traffic or people) The house faces 

onto a busy street.a crowded street (=with a lot of people) The streets get very 
crowded at weekends.a quiet street (=with very few people) It was late and the 
streets were quiet.an empty/deserted street (=with no people) As he walked home, 

the street was deserted.a narrow street Riva’s narrow streets and elegant cafés are a 
delight.the main street (=the biggest street in a town or village) They drove slowly 
along the main street.the high street BrE (=the main street with shops) I bought this 

coat at a shop on the high street.a shopping street BrE (=with a lot of shops) This is 
one of Europe’s most elegant shopping streets.a residential street (=with houses, not 
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shops) The house is on a quiet residential street.a one-way street (=in which you can 

only drive in one direction) He was caught driving the wrong way down a one-way 
street.a side/back street (=a small quiet street near the main street) The restaurant 

is tucked away in a side street.winding streets (=streets that turn in many 
directions) We spent hours exploring the town’s winding streets.cobbled 
streets (=with a surface made from round stones) The cobbled streets were closed to 

cars.VERBScross the street (=walk to the other side) She crossed the street and 
walked into the bank.walk the streets I didn’t feel safe walking the streets after 
dark.live on the street(s) (=not have a home) He lost his job and was forced to live 

on the streets.roam/wander the streets (=walk along streets without any clear 
purpose or direction) Dogs roam the city’s streets.people line the street (=they form 
rows along the side of a street) Crowds lined the street, hoping to see the 

princess.street + NOUNSa street corner (=a place where streets meet) Youths were 
standing around on street corners.a street light/lamp It was getting dark, and the 
street lamps were already on.a street vendor (=someone who sells things on a 

street) He bought a bunch of flowers from a street vendor.a street 
musician/performer/entertainer Amy liked listening to the street musicians who 
played outside the market.street crime/violence (=when people are attacked in the 

street) Young men are most likely to be victims of street crime.a street 
protest/demonstration There were mass street protests against the government.a 
street battle A street battle between local youths and police broke out.street 

clothes (=ordinary clothes, not a special uniform or costume) She changed into 
her street clothes and left the theatre.street people/children (=people without a 
home who live on the streets) The charity aims to help street children.a street 

gang (=a group of people who commit crimes in the street) He was shot by members 
of a street gang.PREPOSITIONSon/in a street There is a new café on our street.in the 
street Children played in the street.down/along the street A man was walking down 

the street.across the street Someone just moved in across the street.PHRASESon the 
other side of the street There was a car parked on the other side of the street.the 
streets are full of sb On Saturday morning, the streets are full 

of shoppers.THESAURUS: street→ road 

strength /streŋθ, strenθ/ noun  1. the physical power and energy that makes 

someone strongADJECTIVESgreat/enormous strength Hercules was famous for 
his great strength.physical strength Some of the tasks required considerable physical 
strength.superhuman strength (=much greater than ordinary strength) The drug is 

supposed to give you superhuman strength.superior strength (=greater than 
someone else’s) Using his superior strength, he managed to keep his opponent on the 
ground.brute strength (=physical strength rather than intelligence or careful 

thinking) There is more to wrestling than just brute strength.full strength It takes 
time to get your full strength back after you have been ill.VERBShave the strength to 
do sth (=used especially in negative sentences) He didn’t even have the strength to sit 

up.use your strength He used all his strength to hold the door shut.find the 
strength to do sth She found the strength to climb up onto the upturned boat.build 
up your strength (=make yourself stronger) You need to build up your 

strength before you can return to work.gather/muster/summon your 
strength (=get enough strength to do something) He sat for a couple of 
minutes, gathering his strength.gain strength After the operation, he spent several 
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weeks relaxing and gaining strength.recover/regain your strength also get your 

strength back (=become strong again after being weak) After such a serious illness, it 
may be some time before you regain your strength completely.sap/exhaust your 

strength (=use all of it) The long walk had sapped her strength.sb’s strength 
returns After a rest and some food, she knew her strength would soon return.sb’s 
strength ebbs (away) also sb’s strength drains (away) (=it disappears) She was 

getting tired and she could feel her strength ebbing away.PHRASESwith all your 
strength He pulled on the rope with all his strength.a feat of strength (=a task, often 
done for entertainment, that shows great physical strength) He worked in the circus, 

performing feats of great strength.2. determinationADJECTIVESgreat strength She 
showed great strength in dealing with her problems.inner strength He had an inner 
strength which got him through the tough times.mental strength He’s a player who 

has the skill and the mental strength to win.VERBSshow strength The decision to 
continue shows incredible strength and courage.have the strength to do sth He 
knows he has the strength to cope with such a high-powered job.find the strength to 

do sth She had found the strength to escape from an abusive marriage.gain/draw 
strength from sb/sth He gained strength from being with the people he 
loved.PHRASESstrength of character (=strong ability to deal with difficult 

situations) The victims’ families have shown amazing strength of character.strength of 
purpose/mind (=determination to do something) In pursuing his ambition, he showed 
remarkable strength of purpose.a tower of strength (=someone whose brave and 

determined attitude helps others) Her friends know her as a tower of strength in 
difficult times.a source of strength (=a person or thing that makes you brave or 
determined) Her religious faith has always been a source of strength for her.3. a 

particular quality or ability that gives someone or something an advantageADJECTIVESa 
great strength The richness of its culture is one of India’s greatest strengths.a real 
strength The play’s real strength is the way it explores relationships.a main/key 

strength His ability to communicate with ordinary people is one of his main 
strengths.sb’s own/individual/particular strengths Think about how you can use 
your own strengths to help the team.VERBSsb’s/sth’s strength lies in sth The 

show’s strength lies in the fact that it appeals to all ages.know sb’s strengths It’s 
important to know your strengths as well as your weaknesses.identify sb’s 
strengths The teacher can identify each child’s strengths.build on/capitalize on a 

strength (=use it as a basis for further achievement) The organization must move 
forward and capitalize on its strengths.play to your strengths (=use the skills you 
have in the best way in order to achieve something) If we play to our strengths, we 

have a good chance of winning.PREPOSITIONSthe strength of sth The strength of the 
system is its flexibility.PHRASESstrengths and weaknesses We all have our 
different strengths and weaknesses.4. power over other people, for example military or 

economic powerADJECTIVES/NOUNS + strengthmilitary strength Other nations feared 
the military strength of the Russians.economic/financial strength The bank has 
suffered no loss of financial strength.bargaining/negotiating strength The unions 

felt they had very little bargaining strength left.PHRASESa show of strength America 
sent a fleet of ships to the area as a show of military strength.a position of 

strength We are glad to be negotiating from a position of strength. 

strengthen /ˈstreŋθən, ˈstrenθən/ verb  to make something stronger, more 

effective, or more powerfulADVERBSstrengthen sth 
considerably/greatly/significantly Security has 
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been strengthened considerably.further strengthen sth The trade agreement 

will further strengthen the relationship between the two countries.NOUNSstrengthen 
sb’s position Recent successes in elections have strengthened the party’s position in 

the north.strengthen sb’s hand (=make them more powerful) Her involvement in the 
scandal has strengthened the hand of her critics.strengthen sb’s resolve (=make 
them more determined) Other people’s doubts only strengthened my resolve to start 

my own business.strengthen ties/bonds/links He wants to strengthen ties with the 
West.strengthen a relationship Speaking to a marriage expert 
could strengthen your relationship.strengthen sb’s role We want to strengthen the 

role of parents in the running of the school. 

stress1 AC /stres/ noun  1. continuous feelings of worry about your work or 

personal life, that prevent you from 
relaxingADJECTIVESgreat/considerable/enormous stress I was 

under considerable stress at work.mental/emotional stress The situation caused him 
severe emotional stress.VERBSsuffer from stress If you are suffering from stress, you 
are more likely to become ill.cause stress Moving house often causes stress.cope 

with/deal with stress People find different ways of dealing with 
stress.reduce/relieve/alleviate stress Exercise helps to relieve stress.stress + 

NOUNSsb’s stress level also sb’s level of stress Stress levels often rise before an 
exam.stress management Some patients may benefit from being taught stress 
management skills.PREPOSITIONSbe under stress She has been under a lot 

of stress lately.PHRASESa cause/source of stress Balancing work and family is the 
main cause of stress for many people.signs/symptoms/effects of stress Headaches 
and sudden mood changes are all signs of stress. | The effects of stress are subtle and 

sometimes difficult to see.stresses and strains (=a lot of different worries that are 
caused by something) If you are fit, you will find it easier to cope with the stresses and 
strains of everyday life.stress-related A lot of illnesses are stress-related.2. special 

attention or importance given to somethingADJECTIVESgreat stress Government policy 
put great stress on education and training.VERBSput/lay/place stress on sth The 
company lays particular stress on providing good customer 

service.PREPOSITIONSstress on sth The cookbook’s stress on quick but healthy meals 
makes it a pleasure to use. 

stress2 AC /stres/ verb  to emphasize a statement, fact, or 

ideaADVERBSrepeatedly stress sth The government has repeatedly stressed the need 
for a fairer tax system.constantly/continually stress sth Doctors are continually 
stressing the importance of regular exercise.rightly stress sth Dr Stuart rightly 

stresses the lack of research into this subject.NOUNSstress the importance of 
sth He stresses the importance of a regular diet.stress the need for sth The 
president stressed the need for calm.stress a point This point needs to be stressed as 

much as possible.stress a fact The doctor stressed the fact that I must not take more 
than the stated dose of the medicine.stress the role of sb/sth In her speech, 
she stressed the role of parents in preventing youth crime.stress your commitment 

to (doing) sth The president stressed his commitment to tackling world 
poverty.PHRASESit is important to stress sth We think it is important to stress that 
we are opposed to the war.sb is keen to stress sth also sb is at pains to stress 

sth He was keen to stress that he did not want to leave the company. | She was at 
pains to stress that this was her own personal decision.it must be stressed that... It 
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must be stressed that the government made no attempt to conceal this information.it 

is worth stressing sth It is worth stressing the value of the library to the local 
community.I cannot stress sth enough also sth cannot be stressed enough The 

importance of honesty and openness cannot be stressed enough. 

stressed also stressed out /strest/ adjective informal  so worried and tired that 

you cannot relaxVERBSfeel stressed I always eat when I’m feeling stressed.look 
stressed She was shouting at the kids and looking very stressed.get/become 

stressed If you don’t plan ahead, you’ll get stressed.make sb stressed Stop hurrying 
me – you’re making me stressed!PREPOSITIONSstressed about sth He’s stressed 
about work.stressed over sth She sometimes gets stressed over nothing. 

stressful AC /ˈstresfəl/ adjective  making you worried and unable to 

relaxNOUNSa stressful experience Moving to a new house can be a very stressful 
experience.a stressful situation/event I try to avoid stressful situations. | Illness can 

be brought on by stressful events.stressful conditions Police officers may be working 
in stressful conditions.a stressful lifestyle/life A stressful lifestyle may lead to a 
number of medical problems.a stressful job She’s tired because she has a 

very stressful job.a stressful day/week/time He’s having a stressful day. | It was a 
very stressful time for the whole family.ADVERBShighly stressful (=very 
stressful) Clare’s work is highly stressful.emotionally stressful Some people find 

these meetings emotionally stressful.VERBSfind sth stressful Many people find looking 
after young children stressful.make sth stressful Having little or no support makes life 
more stressful.sth can be stressful Driving on busy roads can be stressful. 

strict /strɪkt/ adjective  1. expecting people to obey rules or to do what you say 

– used especially about parents, teachers, or organizationsNOUNSa strict teacher The 
teachers in our school were very strict and we weren’t allowed to talk in class.a strict 

parent/father/mother etc She escaped her strict father by marrying her cousin.a 
strict disciplinarian (=someone who is very strict and often punishes people) As well 
as being a strict disciplinarian, Captain Burrows was a good administrator.ADVERBStoo 

strict/overly strict You must not be too strict with her – she’s only a 
child.fairly/relatively/quite strict I remember him as a fairly 
strict parent.PREPOSITIONSstrict about/on sth The school is very strict about the way 

students dress.strict with sb My parents were very strict with me.THESAURUS: 

strictfirmvoice | controlshowing that you are in control of the situation and will not  

change your opinion, especially when you are telling someone what to do:He issued his  

instructions in a firm voice. | Parents should keep a firm control over their  

children. | I’ll be firm with him and tell him he can’t have any more money. | You 

have to be firm with children.toughdetermined that your orders or decisions will be 

obeyed – used especially when you think that someone is right to be strict:We need a  

government that is tough on crime. | She can be quite tough with her students, but  

they respect her for it. | He knows he needs to be tough and keep government  

spending down.harshpunishing or criticizing someone in a way that seems very  

severe, often too severe:Don’t be too harsh on her – she’s only a child. | It may seem 

rather harsh to punish him, but he has to learn that this kind of behaviour is  

unacceptable. | Her reaction to the child’s bad behaviour was unnecessarily  
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harsh.sternlook | expression | man | womanstrict in a serious, disapproving, and 

rather unfriendly way:Her mother gave her a stern look. | He was very much aware 

too, of the stern expression on Christopher’s face. | Her grandfather was a stern  

man who rarely smiled. | Sheila walked into the museum, under the stern gaze 

of the curator (=while someone looked at her in a strict way to make sure that she 

was not doing anything  

wrong).authoritarian disapprovingregime | government | state | system | father 

| parents | methods | mannervery strict about forcing people to obey rules or laws,  

and punishing them very severely if they fail to do this:The country is governed by 

an authoritarian military regime which has no regard for human rights (=a 

government, especially one that you disapprove of). | Under the authoritarian  

system of the past, there was no freedom of the press. | Her father was very  

authoritarian and insisted on total obedience. | The government’s response was to use 

even more authoritarian methods.2. a strict order or rule is one that must be 

obeyedNOUNSstrict orders/instructions He left strict instructions not to be 

disturbed.strict rules/regulations/guidelines There are strict rules regarding 
doctors’ behaviour towards patients.strict limits Many airlines impose strict limits on 
the weight of baggage.a strict interpretation of the law/rules There is a strict 

interpretation of Islamic law, and women are not allowed to drive or vote.strict 
control He called for stricter control of government spending.strict discipline (=rules 
of behaviour) The head teacher insists on strict discipline throughout the school.strict 

requirements Landlords must follow strict safety requirements.strict 
criteria (=standards used for judging someone or something) The supermarket’s 
suppliers must meet strict criteria.a strict code (=set of rules) The club has 

a strict dress code.a strict diet He went on a strict diet and lost a lot of weight.a strict 
deadline (=a time by which something must be done) The work was completed to 
very strict deadlines.PHRASESin strict confidence also in the strictest 

confidence (=kept completely secret) Any information you give will be treated in the 

strictest confidence.THESAURUS: 

stricttightcontrols | restrictions | regulations | rules | limits | securityvery 

strict, especially about what is allowed and what is not allowed:The report  

recommends tighter controls on the advertising of alcohol. | There are tight regulations  

governing waste disposal. | Tighter rules are needed to prevent people from taking too 

much time off work. | There are tight limits on the use of nitrogen fertilizer and 

pesticides. | Tight security was in force at the airport for the Pope’s visit. | The new 

government says it will keep a tight rein on spending (=it will carefully control how 

much money is spent).toughrules | laws | legislation | measurestough laws or  

rules are very strict:The federal government is introducing tough new rules on  

immigration. | They want tougher laws against drinking and driving. | The British  

government has introduced tough anti-discrimination legislation (=laws against  

discrimination). | The president was urged to take extremely tough measures on 
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terrorism (=tough laws or actions to deal with  

something).harshtreatment | measures | penalty | punishmentvery severe, often  

too severe:Domestic workers often complain of harsh treatment by their  

employers. | The government has brought in harsh measures to stop the rioting (=laws 

or ways of dealing with something). | There are harsh penalties for drug  

smugglers. | They may be forced to sell the company. This would be a harsh  

punishment.stringentcriteria | conditions | requirements | controls | checks | te

sts | regulations | rules | restrictionsvery strict, and often based on very high  

standards:New products have to meet stringent criteria. | He was allowed to continue 

his studies, but only under certain stringent conditions. | Stringent controls were 

placed upon banks. | The company says it carries out stringent checks on 

employees. | The government introduced stringent new food safety regulations  

strike /straɪk/ noun  1. a period of time when a group of workers deliberately 

stop working because of a disagreement about pay, working conditions 
etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS + strikea national/nationwide strike (=all over the 
country) In April 1984 the National Union of Mineworkers called a national strike.a 

general strike (=when workers from most industries strike) The workers threatened 
to call for a general strike.a one-day/two-week etc strike A three-day strike is 

planned for next week.teachers’/pilots’/miners’ etc strike (=by teachers, pilots 
etc) The transport workers’ strike inflicted serious damage on the economy.a rail 
strike (=by railway workers) A rail strike would cause enormous public 

inconvenience.a long strike Most teachers wouldn’t be in favour of a long strike.an 
indefinite strike (=with no end planned) Workers at the processing plant have 
begun an indefinite strike.an all-out strike BrE (=when all the workers in a factory, 

industry etc strike) The dockers voted for an all-out strike.an unofficial strike (=not 
organized by a trade union) Some workers had been sacked for taking part in unofficial 
strikes.a wildcat strike (=unofficial and without any warning) Legislation to 

curb wildcat strikes will be introduced during the coming parliamentary session.a bitter 
strike (=with angry feelings between workers and managers) The miners finally 
returned to work at the end of a long, bitter strike.a damaging/crippling 

strike (=having a bad effect on an industry) The company now faces the prospect of a 
crippling strike.VERBSbe (out) on strike Teachers are on strike again this week.go on 
strike/come out on strike (=start a strike) An estimated 70,000 public sector 

workers went on strike.Don’t say go on a strike. Say go on strike.begin a strike Dock 
workers began a 24-hour strike last night.call a strike (=ask people to strike) The 
union threatened to call a strike.stage a strike (=organize a short strike) Health 

workers will stage a two-day strike next week.end/call off a strike (=decide not to 
continue with it) The strike was called off two days later.break a strike (=force 
workers to end it) Attempts to break the strike failed.avoid/avert a strike (=prevent 

it from happening) Managers are in talks with the union in an attempt to avert a 
strike.strike + NOUNSstrike action (=a strike) Hospital workers have voted in favour 
of strike action.a strike call (=when a group asks people to strike) The ANC estimated 

that more than 4,000,000 people heeded its strike call.a strike ballot BrE (=when 
workers vote on whether to strike) The union is going to hold a strike 
ballot.PREPOSITIONSa strike over sth A two-week strike over pay has ended.a strike 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [2119] 

against sth Prison workers went on a one-day strike against the privatisation of 

prisons.a strike by sb The strike by teachers meant that many schools were closed 

yesterday.THESAURUS: strikeindustrial action BrEactivities such as strikes, or  

doing less work than usual, as a way of trying to persuade an employer to improve 

pay, conditions etc:Lecturers voted to take industrial action over their  

workload. | Prison officers have threatened industrial action.stoppage BrE work 

stoppage AmEa short strike, especially one that lasts for one day:Customs officers will  

return to work today after a twenty-four hour stoppage.go-slow BrEa period of time 

when a group of workers deliberately work more slowly than usual as a way of  

protesting about pay, conditions etc:The union went on a go-slow in support of their  

wage claim. | The hospital go-slow comes into effect tomorrow (=it starts then).2. a 

military attack, especially by planes dropping bombsVERBSlaunch a strike Britain and 

the US launched air strikes against Iraq.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + strikean air strike The 
building had been destroyed in an air strike.a military strike An Israeli official refused 

to rule out a military strike.a missile strike Eighty people were killed in a missile 
strike against the town.a pre-emptive strike (=done to prevent someone attacking 
you) Their only chance of victory was to launch a pre-emptive strike against the US.a 

retaliatory strike (=done because someone has attacked you) There are fears that 
the attack could trigger retaliatory strikes.PREPOSITIONSa strike against/on sth The 
aircraft were used to launch a strike against Dutch Harbor. 

stringent adjective  THESAURUS > strict (2) 

strip noun  THESAURUS > piece 

stripe /straɪp/ noun [C]  a line of colour, especially one of several lines of colour 

all close togetherADJECTIVESblack and white stripes/red and yellow stripes etc a 
shirt with black and white stripes | the red and white stripes on the US flagvertical 

stripes Zebras have vertical stripes all over their body.horizontal stripes The sweater 

had horizontal stripes.THESAURUS: stripestreaka coloured line or thin mark,  

especially one that is not straight or has been made accidentally:His hair was black  

with streaks of grey. | He saw red streaks across the sky. | The material has a  

blue streak in it.banda thick line of colour that is different from the areas around 

it:The fish has a black band around its fin.  

stroke1 /strəʊk $ stroʊk/ verb  to gently move your hand over someone’s hair, 

skin etc, or over an animal’s furADVERBSstroke sb/sth gently/tenderly Then she 

reached up her hand and stroked his hair gently.stroke sth thoughtfully Uncle Philip 
stroked his moustache thoughtfully. 

stroke2 /strəʊk $ stroʊk/ noun  1. something important or impressive that 

happens, or that someone doesPHRASESa stroke of luck also a stroke of good 

fortune By a stroke of luck, the weather was particularly fine that day.a stroke of 
genius (=something very clever that you do) The top players always manage 
some stroke of genius at an important moment in the game.a stroke of 

inspiration (=a very good idea that you suddenly think of) It was a stroke of 
inspiration that led to the invention of the moving picture.ADJECTIVESa master 
stroke also a brilliant stroke (=something very clever that someone does) Inviting 
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the Chinese leader to America at this sensitive time was a master stroke.a bold 

stroke (=showing confidence) It will take a very bold stroke to end the control of these 
criminal gangs.2. a sudden illness of the brain that often affects 

musclesVERBShave/suffer a stroke My father had a stroke at the age of 
50.ADJECTIVESa massive/major/severe stroke (=one that has very bad effects) Her 
brother has just died of a massive stroke.a minor/mild stroke (=one that does not 

have very bad effects) She had a minor stroke five years ago.a fatal stroke (=one 
that kills someone) He suffered a fatal stroke in April.stroke + NOUNSa stroke 
patient/victim Some stroke victims recover fully.PHRASESa stroke leaves sb 

paralysed (=someone can no longer move as the result of a stroke) Two years later 
she had a stroke which left her paralysed.3. the act of touching a surface with a 
brushNOUNS + strokea brush stroke/brushstroke You can see the artist’s brush 

strokes on the canvas 

strong /strɒŋ $ strɒːŋ/ adjective  1. having a lot of physical power so that you 

can lift heavy things, do hard physical work etcNOUNSa strong man/woman It took 
four strong men to lift the boat out of the water.strong 

arms/hands/shoulders/legs He held the baby in his big strong arms.strong 
body/physique They were admiring his tall strong body.strong muscles People who 

do yoga often have strong muscles.a strong swimmer She won’t drown. She’s 
a strong swimmer.ADVERBSincredibly strong His hands were incredibly strong.strong 
enough I’m not strong enough to lift the case on my own.PHRASESbig and 

strong He’ll grow up big and strong like his father.as strong as an ox (=very strong 

and healthy) The old man was as strong as an ox.THESAURUS: 

strongpowerfulbody | arms | hands | shoulders | legs | physiquevery  

strong:Roy had the powerful body of an Olympic athlete. | A pair of powerful  

arms seized me from behind. | Kangaroos have incredibly powerful legs. | He was a  

tall man with a powerful physique.muscularbody | arms | legs | manhaving big  

muscles and looking strong and attractive:He had a firm muscular body. | She 

liked men who were big and muscular.well-builtman | woman | ladya well-built man 

or woman has a big strong body:Police say the man they are looking for is 36 years  

old, six feet tall, and well built. | The door was opened by a well-built lady in her early  

fifties.hunky informalguy | men | boyfriend | star | looksstrong and attractive –  

used about young men:Who is that hunky guy in the white T-shirt? | The 

advertisements showed hunky men on surfboards. | She had had a string of hunky 

boyfriends. | She married hunky Hollywood star Brad Pitt.  

structure AC /ˈstrʌktʃə $ -ər/ noun  the way in which the parts of something are 

arranged or organizedADJECTIVESthe basic structure The students are learning about 
the basic structure of cells.a complex/complicated structure These molecules have 

a complex structure.a simple structure The chair’s simple structure makes it easy to 
produce.a rigid structure (=very fixed) Japanese society in those days had a very 
rigid structure.the social/political/economic structure Many changes had taken 

place in the social and political structure of the island.the internal structure There are 
problems with the internal structure of the company.a hierarchical 
structure (=organization into junior and senior levels) All military organizations have 
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a hierarchical structure.the molecular structure They discovered the molecular 

structure of DNA.NOUNS + structureclass structure (=the way society is organized 
according to education, jobs, income etc) Britain had a very rigid class structure at that 

time.power structure (=the way in which the group of people who control a country 
or organization are organized) He was a critic of the country’s political power 
structure.management structure Reform of the management structure was 

needed.career structure (=the way a profession is organized which allows progress to 
better jobs) Teachers now have a proper career 
structure.VERBScreate/establish/devise a structure We have devised a 

management structure that shares responsibilities equally between 
workers.change/alter the structure of sth It was agreed that the company 
would change its financial structure.PREPOSITIONSthe structure of sth The war 

brought a major change in the structure of the economy.within a structure Town 
councils operate within this structure. 

struggle /ˈstrʌgəl/ noun  1. a situation in which someone tries hard to achieve 

something or defeat someoneADJECTIVESa long struggle The prisoners finally won 

their long struggle for freedom.a constant struggle Her life has been a constant 
struggle against illness.an uphill struggle (=one in which you have to try hard for a 

long time) It has been an uphill struggle to keep the business going.a heroic 
struggle Mandela is famous for his heroic struggle against the apartheid system.a 
bitter struggle There was a bitter struggle for power.a desperate struggle/a life-

and-death struggle Millions of people are facing a desperate struggle to survive.a 
political struggle The two men were locked in a political struggle.the armed 
struggle (=the use of weapons and violence to get freedom) The organization agreed 

to give up the armed struggle and take part in democratic elections.an internal 
struggle (=between members of a government or a political party) The party was torn 
apart by internal struggles.the final struggle Gandhi led India’s final struggle for 

freedom from the British.NOUNS + strugglea power struggle (=a struggle to get 
power) There was a power struggle between the church and the state.a class 
struggle (=between the rich and the poor classes) The class struggle in France 

eventually led to the Revolution.a liberation struggle (=a struggle to get freedom for 
a country) Her father had fought in the liberation struggle.VERBSbe 
involved/engaged in a struggle A large number of women became involved 

in the struggle for women’s rights.be locked in a struggle The two companies 
are locked in a struggle over which of them will control most of the world’s internet 
traffic.wage a struggle (=be involved in a struggle against someone or 

something) They believe they are waging a struggle against an oppressive 
government.give up/abandon/renounce a struggle The workers 
never abandoned the struggle for better conditions.face a struggle The company 

is facing a struggle to remain profitable.a struggle ensues (=it happens after 
something) After independence in 1975, a power struggle ensued in 
Angola.PREPOSITIONSa struggle for sth He led the people in their struggle 

for independence.a struggle against sth The struggle against racism has not ended.a 
struggle between sb/sth There was a power struggle between Mrs Thatcher and the 
unions.PHRASESa struggle for power/control When the king died, there was 

a struggle for power between his two sons.a struggle for 
independence/freedom/democracy She has never abandoned her commitment to a 
non-violent struggle for democracy.a struggle for survival/existence Polar bears 
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face a struggle for survival as the Arctic climate changes. If you say that something is  

a real struggle or is a bit of a struggle, you mean that it is difficult for you to  

do: It’s a real struggle getting the children to bed. 2. a fight between people in which 

they try to hurt each otherADJECTIVESa violent struggle There was 
a violent struggle and someone fired a gun.VERBSa struggle breaks out (=it 

starts) Three people were injured after a struggle broke out in a bar.PREPOSITIONSa 
struggle between sb There was a struggle between the two boys in the 
playground.without a struggle The police managed to arrest 

him without a struggle.PHRASESsigns of a struggle Detectives found signs of a 
struggle at the scene of the murder 

stubborn /ˈstʌbən $ -ərn/ adjective  determined not to change your mind, even 

when people think you are being unreasonableNOUNSa stubborn streak (=a tendency 
to behave in a stubborn way) Nancy has a stubborn streak and she doesn’t like being 
rushed.stubborn refusal There was a stubborn refusal to accept reality.stubborn 

determination When he started, all he had was talent and stubborn 
determination.stubborn resistance The other team put up stubborn 
resistance.PHRASESsb is as stubborn as a mule spoken (=extremely stubborn) I tried 

to make him change his mind, but he’s as stubborn as a mule. You often  

use stubborn when you think someone is behaving in an annoying and unreasonable  

way: I wish you would stop being so stubborn! You also use it when you admire  

someone, because they refuse to give up trying to do something: He succeeded  

through hard work and a stubborn refusal to accept defeat. THESAURUS: 

stubbornpig-headed informalrefusing to change your mind, even when people  

think that what you want to do is stupid:I told her she was making a big mistake but  

she was too pig-headed to listen. | I wish you’d stop being so pig-

headed!headstrongvery determined to do what you want, often without thinking  

about the results of your actions – used especially about young people:As a girl, she 

had been lively and headstrong. | the headstrong impulsiveness of  

youthwilful BrE willful AmEdoing what you want, even after you have been told to  

stop, or when you know that it is wrong – used especially about children:He was a  

spoiled and wilful child, who always got his own way.ornery AmEbehaving in an  

unreasonable and often angry way, especially by doing the opposite of what people  

want you to do:an ornery kid | Teenagers can be ornery and rude.THESAURUS: 

stubborn→ determined 

stuck /stʌk/ adjective [not before noun]  impossible or unable to move from a 

particular position: Sara tried to open the window but it was stuck.ADVERBScompletely 

stuck The boat was completely stuck in the mud.PHRASESget stuck (=become 
stuck) His hand got stuck in the drawer.stuck in a traffic jam/stuck in traffic We 
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got stuck in a traffic jam and arrived three hours late.have (got) sth stuck in your 

throat/eye etc I’ve got something stuck in my throat.THESAURUS: 

stuckjammedstuck and impossible to move – used especially about parts of a  

machine, or something trapped between two surfaces:The photocopier is jammed 

again. | I put in a 50p coin but it got jammed in the slot.entangledtwisted together  

and unable to be separated – used especially about things such as hair, wire, or string  

getting caught around something:The chain of her necklace was entangled in her  

hair. | Swimming in the river is dangerous because you might get entangled in the 

weeds.strandedstuck and unable to move from or leave a place – used about people,  

vehicles, and animals:We were stranded at Moscow airport. | Hundreds of motorists  

were left stranded by the snowstorms. | The jellyfish were stranded on the 

beach.beachedwhale | ship | vesselstuck in shallow water or on the shore, and 

unable to move – used about whales, sea creatures, and boats:They helped push the 

beached whale back into the sea. | the owner of the beached vessel (=ship - a formal  

use)  

student /ˈstjuːdənt $ ˈstuː-/ noun [C]  someone who is studying at a university, 

school etcADJECTIVESa good student She was the best student in her class.a bright 

student (=intelligent) The course is aimed at bright students who have a deep interest 
in the subject.an outstanding/gifted student (=extremely good) Correa was always 
an outstanding student at every level of his education.a promising student (=likely to 

be successful) The prize is given to the most promising student.a weak/poor 
student In mathematics, he was one of the weaker students.an A/B/C 
student AmE (=one who usually gets an A, B, or C for their work) He was an A 

student all the way through high school.a mature student especially BrE (=a student 
who is over 25 years old) He took a degree as a mature student at Birmingham 
University.a foreign/overseas student The university welcomes applications 

from overseas students.a full-time/part-time student He became a part-time 
student at Sir John Cass School of Art in London, studying there two days a week.a 
first-year/second-year etc student (=in their first year, second year etc at college 

or university) First-year students have an exam at the end of term.an undergraduate 
student (=one who is studying for a first degree) Chester College currently has 2,000 
full-time undergraduate students.a postgraduate student BrE a graduate 

student AmE (=one who has already done a first degree) Postgraduate 
students usually have to write a dissertation on their chosen subject.NOUNS + studenta 
law/medical/chemistry/art etc student Approximately 40% of law students are 

women.a university/college student We met when we were university students.a 
high school/elementary school student AmE Her son is a high school student.a 

research student (=doing research in a university) The original work was carried out 
by research students at MIT.a BA/MA/PhD etc student He registered as a PhD 
student at King’s College, London, studying philosophy and psychology.student + 

NOUNSa student loan/grant (=money that is lent or given to a student) Some of 
them are still paying off student loans.student life (=the way of life of university and 
college students) Parties are an important part of student life.a student 

teacher/doctor/nurse (=someone who is learning to be a teacher, doctor, or 
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nurse) Student teachers work alongside qualified teachers to gain classroom 

experience.PHRASESstudents with learning difficulties/special needs (=students 
who are born with mental or physical problems) Most schools have special classes for 

students with learning difficulties.THESAURUS: studentpupil especially  

BrEsomeone who is being taught in a particular school or by a particular teacher:The 

school has over 300 pupils. | He received a letter from one of his former  

pupils.schoolchilda child who goes to school:The play was performed by a group of  

local schoolchildren.schoolboy/schoolgirl especially BrEa boy or girl who goes to  

school – used especially when talking about how they behave, or that time in  

someone’s life:He was grinning at me like a schoolboy. | They were behaving  

like naughty schoolgirls. | When he was a schoolboy, no one had heard of  

computers.learnersomeone who is learning a foreign language:Learners often have 

problems with pronunciation. | The book is aimed at foreign learners of  

English. | Language learners often spend very little time actually speaking the 

language. | Advanced learners will find the course useful. | The class is  

for intermediate learners. | The games will appeal to young learners.  

studio /ˈstjuːdiəʊ $ ˈstuːdioʊ/ noun  a place where films and TV and radio 

programmes are made or where music is recordedADJECTIVESa big/major 

studio Every major studio wanted to make the film.a small studio They recorded their 
first album in a small studio in East London.a recording studio (=where music is 
recorded) The band have spent months in the recording studio.NOUNS + studioa 

television/TV studio The show is broadcast live from the television studio.a film 
studio These amazing effects were created in a film studio.a radio studio He arrived 
at the radio studio to give an interview.a sound studio (=where sounds, radio 

programmes, music etc are recorded) Radio commercials are usually made by 
outside sound studios.studio + NOUNSa studio audience The show is broadcast in front 
of a studio audience.the studio floor Down on the studio floor, the cameramen were 

ready to start the show.a studio album The band have released both a studio 
album and a live album. 

study1 /ˈstʌdi/ verb (past tense and past participle studied, present 

participle studyingstudies)  1. to learn about a subject at school, university 
etcADVERBSstudy hard If you study hard, I’m sure you’ll pass your 
test.PREPOSITIONSstudy (sth) at school/university Stephen is currently studying at 

Exeter University.study for a test/exam I’ve only got three weeks left to study for my 
exams.study under/with sb (=have someone as your teacher, especially a famous 

person) He studied under the psychologist Carl Jung in Zurich.THESAURUS: 

studytaketo study a subject that you have chosen at school, college 

etc:What classes are you taking next semester? | In my final year, I decided to take 

English and economics.do BrE informalto study a particular subject at school or  

university:I can’t decide whether to do German or Spanish next year. | Did you do 

computing at school?major in sth AmEto study something as your main subject at a  

college or university:Diane majored in psychology at the University of  
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Washington.revise BrEto study to prepare for an examination:It’s best to start revising  

early. | He’s revising for his final exams.do researchto study something in a very  

detailed way, especially in order to discover new information about it:He does research  

at Oxford University. | I’m doing research into second language learning. | It’s difficult  

to do research on humans.2. to look at or examine something or someone 

carefullyADVERBSstudy sth/sb carefully/closely/intently (=look at something or 

someone carefully) She studied him closely. It was hard to tell when he was 
joking.study sth extensively (=used when many people have examined every part of 
something as part of their research) This theory has been studied 

extensively.PHRASESstudy sth in detail/in depth (=study all the details of 
something) We’ll make a decision after we have studied the plans in detail. 

study2 /ˈstʌdi/ noun  a piece of work done to find out informationADJECTIVESa 

detailed/in-depth study Scientists carried out a detailed study of the disease in farm 

animals.a huge/massive study The journal published the results of a massive 
study of 87,000 women.a previous/earlier study The report is a summary of work 
done in earlier studies.a preliminary study (=the first one, after which there will be 

others) Preliminary studies indicate that giving the police guns would increase the level 
of gun crime.NOUNS + studya research study Research studies have found that young 

people are doing less physical exercise.a two-year/three-month etc study They 
commissioned a five-year study into the effects of calcium on bone health.a pilot 
study (=one done to find out if something will be successful) The government has just 

completed a pilot study, with some encouraging results.a feasibility study (=one done 
to find out if something is possible or practical) The company commissioned a feasibility 
study into re-opening the old railway line.VERBS + studydo a study also carry 

out/conduct a study more formal Scientists are carrying out various studies into the 
effects of global warming.publish a study The study was published in the ‘British 
Medical Journal’.fund a study (=pay for it) The study was funded by a major US drugs 

company.commission a study (=ask someone to carry out a study) The government 
has commissioned a study into the health of residents living near the power 
station.study + VERBSa study finds sth The study found that male drivers are more 

likely to take risks.a study shows sth Studies have shown that the drug works.a 
study suggests/indicates sth A British study suggests that older people are more 
reliable workers.a study reveals sth (=shows something, especially something 

surprising) A recent study revealed that 74% of people choose to buy food because of 
its packaging.a study confirms sth (=shows that something is true) The study 
confirms that smoking is also bad for the people around you.a study highlights 

sth (=shows that something is particularly important) A recent study highlights the 
need for more qualified teachers.a study looks at sth They did an in-depth study 
looking at women’s health during pregnancy.a study aims to do sth The study aimed 

to identify the housing needs of local people.PREPOSITIONSa study of sth A 
recent study of teenage mothers shows that many are living in very poor conditions.a 
study into sth She carried out a study into the breeding habits of these 

birds.PHRASESthe aims of a study The aims of this study are to examine people’s 
spending habits.the results/findings of a study The results of this study suggest 

that the drug is effective in over 80% of cases.THESAURUS: study→ research1 

stunted adjective  THESAURUS > short (4) 
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stupid /ˈstjuːpəd, ˈstjuːpɪd $ ˈstuː-/ adjective  showing a lack of good sense or 

good judgment – used especially when you are annoyed with someoneNOUNSa stupid 
thing She kept telling herself that this was a really stupid thing to do.a stupid 
question Don’t waste my time asking stupid questions!a stupid mistake I promised 

never to make the same stupid mistake again.a stupid idea Her friends all thought it 
was a stupid idea.a stupid idiot/fool/person You’re hurting me, you stupid 
idiot!VERBSseem/sound/look stupid I know it sounds stupid, but it’s 

true.ADVERBScompletely/totally stupid The government must think people 
are totally stupid.just plain stupid informal (=completely stupid) Are you crazy or just 
plain stupid?PHRASESit was stupid of sb to do sth It was stupid of me to lose my 

temper. Stupid or silly?Stupid sounds much stronger than silly, and is often used  

when you are criticizing someone: The stupid fool left his car unlocked.Silly sounds  

much gentler and less serious than stupid and sounds more friendly: We all  

make silly mistakes. THESAURUS: stupidsillynot very sensible:Don't worry. We 

all make silly little mistakes. | What a silly thing to do! | I know it sounds like a silly  

question, but what is the meeting for? | It seemed like a silly idea to me. | Don’t be so 

silly! There’s nothing wrong with you. | I think you’re silly to worry so much about your  

hair.foolishstupid. Foolish sounds rather formal and is used mainly in written English.  

The usual words to use in everyday English are silly or stupid:It was a foolish thing to  

say. | They did not want to look foolish. | I think the board of directors made a foolish  

choice that it will later regret. | We thought we could build a more equal society, but it  

now seems like a foolish dream.daft informalnot sensible, often in a way that is also 

amusing:Is this another of your daft ideas? | Don’t be daft! Of course you’re not too 

old to go clubbing. | I can't believe anyone would be daft enough to go swimming in  

the lake in November.dumb informal especially AmEstupid:The reporters kept  

asking dumb questions. | Oh, I just did the dumbest thing back there, I forgot my 

purse. | He was dumb enough to believe her.unwise formaldone without thinking  

carefully enough about the possible disadvantages that may result:She knew the 

marriage was unwise. | He apologized for his unwise choice of words. | It would be 

very unwise to go out on his own.brave BrE often humorousused when you think that  

what someone is planning or suggesting is certain to fail, but you do not want to say 

directly that they are behaving in a stupid way:The leader of the opposition described it  

as ‘a brave decision’. | I think he’s being very brave.VERY STUPIDcrazynot at all  

sensible or reasonable – used when you are very surprised by someone’s behaviour or  

what they have said:She looked at me as if I was crazy! | My friends all think I'm 

crazy. | It sounds like a crazy idea. | You’re crazy to think of hitch-hiking on your  

own.ridiculousextremely stupid:You look ridiculous in that hat. | Some people spend a  

ridiculous amount of money on cars. | It’s absolutely ridiculous to suggest that he 

would do something like that. | That is the most ridiculous thing I've ever heard. | At  
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first she shook her head, telling herself it was a ridiculous idea. | I can't understand  

how we have got ourselves into this ridiculous situation. | He attracted the anger of his  

shareholders by paying himself a ridiculous amount of money (=a surprisingly big  

amount).absurd/ludicrousextremely stupid – used especially when an idea or  

situation seems strange or illogical:How can a return ticket cost less than a single?  

It’s totally absurd! | Some of the objections to the theory are simply absurd (=used 

when emphasizing that something seems absurd). | It was a ludicrous idea. | We now 

have this ludicrous situation where there are four bosses and two 

employees.laughableso stupid that you cannot believe someone is telling the truth or  

being serious:The accusations were almost laughable. | The minister dismissed the 

idea as a laughable suggestion. | The situation would be laughable if it weren’t so 

serious.mindlessviolence | vandalism | brutality | attackmindless violence or  

actions are very stupid and you strongly disapprove of them:How do we explain the 

increase in mindless violence by young people? | He said the destruction of the temple  

was an act of mindless vandalism. | It was a brutal and mindless attack on an old  

woman.  

stupidity /stjuːˈpɪdəti $ stuː-/ noun  stupid behaviour or lack of 

intelligenceADJECTIVESsheer stupidity (=used when you are surprised by someone’s 

stupidity) I can’t believe the sheer stupidity of some people.incredible stupidity In an 
act of incredible stupidity, he lit up a cigarette at a petrol station.crass 
stupidity (=very shocking stupidity) The decision is yet another example of the 

government’s crass stupidity.sb’s own stupidity He has only his own stupidity to 
blame for the mistake.VERBSfeign stupidity (=pretend to be stupid) Do you think she 
was deliberately feigning stupidity?PREPOSITIONSthe stupidity of sb/sth She was 

disgusted by the stupidity of it all.through stupidity Through stupidity he managed to 
lock himself out of his own house.PHRASESan act of stupidity In court today the judge 
said throwing the concrete block off the bridge was an act of breathtaking stupidity. 

style /staɪl/ noun  1. a particular way of doing, designing, or producing 

somethingADJECTIVESa new style Picasso and Braque invented a completely new 
style of painting.a different style People use different styles of writing for different 
purposes.the same style My hair has always been in the same style – long and 

blonde.sb’s own/personal style Teachers are encouraged to develop their personal 
style of teaching.a distinctive/unique style (=different from everyone else’s 

style) She has a very distinctive style of singing.a modern style The rooms are 
decorated in a modern style.a traditional style I prefer the more traditional style of 
garden.a simple style She dressed in a simple style that had mostly gone out of 

fashion in New York.a formal/informal style People like 
his informal management style.French/American etc style The house is in a typical 
Spanish style.an architectural style (=a way of designing buildings) The building is 

typical of the architectural style of the region.1950s-/80s- etc style They were all 
dressed in 70s-style clothes.NOUNS + stylea leadership/management style He has 
changed his leadership style. | They use Japanese management styles.a writing 

style How can you develop a good writing style? Lifestyle and hairstyle are usually  
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written as one word. VERBSuse a style The two artists use the same style of 

drawing.adopt a style (=start using it) He decided to adopt a more informal style of 
doing business.change/alter a style Should I change my style of 

dress?create/develop a style By the age of 11, most children will 
have developed their own handwriting style.suit sb’s style Choose a racket 
that suits your style of play.PREPOSITIONSa style of sth She’s very good at this style 

of dance.PHRASESin the style of sth They performed the play in the style of a Greek 
tragedy.in great/grand/fine style You can dine in fine style in the formal dining 
room.it’s not sb’s style (=not the way someone usually behaves) It’s not her style to 

be critical.a range/variety of styles The studio has produced films in a range of 
styles.2. a way of doing something which you admireADJECTIVESgreat style She 
dresses with great style.a certain style The French have a certain style when it comes 

to food.VERBShave style He definitely had style and he knew how to enjoy 
life.PREPOSITIONSwith style Lesley Ann Warren plays the role with a lot of style. 

subconscious /sʌbˈkɒnʃəs $ -ˈkɑːn-/ noun  THESAURUS > mind 

subject /ˈsʌbdʒɪkt/ noun  1. the thing you are talking about or considering in a 

conversation, discussion, book, film etcADJECTIVESan interesting/fascinating 
subject Animal behaviour is a fascinating subject.a difficult/complex subject (=very 

complicated) This aspect of the law is a complex subject.a controversial 
subject (=one that people do not agree on) Gun control is a controversial subject in 
the US.an emotive subject (=one that causes very strong feelings) Research on 

human embryos is an emotive subject.a sensitive/touchy subject (=one that people 
may get upset about) Race and religion can be sensitive subjects.a delicate 
subject (=one that may be embarrassing) She carefully avoided discussing the delicate 

subject of money.a taboo subject (=one that it is not acceptable to mention) These 
days, death is a taboo subject.VERBSdiscuss/talk about a subject She refused to 
discuss the subject of her marriage.deal with/cover a subject (=speak or write 

about it) The subject is dealt with in great detail in his previous book.change the 
subject (=start talking about something different) Kate tried to change the 
subject.mention a subject The subject was not mentioned again.bring up/raise a 

subject (=start talking about it) You brought the subject up, not me.broach a 
subject (=start talking about a sensitive subject) She hesitated, wondering exactly 
how to broach the subject of their sleeping arrangements.touch on a subject (=say or 

write a little about it) In his speech, he touched on the subject of tax reform.get onto 
a subject (=start talking about it after talking about something else) We somehow got 
onto the subject of detective stories.get back to a subject Somehow I just knew in 

the end we would get back to the subject of money.drop a subject (=stop talking 
about it) To her relief, Julius dropped the subject.avoid/keep off/stay off a 
subject (=not talk about it) I knew he was trying to avoid the subject of drugs. | She 

hoped that Anna would keep off the subject of Luke for the next few hours.get sb off a 
subject (=make them talk about something else) It was difficult to get him off the 
subject of cars.wander off the subject (=talk about other things apart from the main 

subject) I wanted to talk about the house, but we kept wandering off the subject.a 
subject comes up (=people start talking about it) The subject of payment never came 
up.subject + NOUNSa subject area (=a group of related subjects) He has written a lot 

in this subject area.the subject matter (=what is being talked about or written 
about) Love is the subject matter of many poems.PREPOSITIONSon a subject While 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [2129] 

we’re on the subject of money, do you have the $10 you owe me?the subject of 

sth Truffaut’s childhood memories were the subject of his first film.PHRASESa subject 
of/for discussion TV is a favourite subject for discussion.a subject of 

conversation She searched for a new subject of conversation.a subject of/for 
debate (=a subject people discuss and disagree about) The reason for the increased 
risk of cancer is a subject of debate.a subject of controversy (=a subject people 

disagree about strongly) Nuclear power is still the subject of considerable controversy.a 
range of subjects The book covers a range of subjects.2. something that you study at 
school, college, or universityADJECTIVESsb’s favourite subject BrE sb’s favorite 

subject AmE My favourite subject is art.an academic subject I was good at sports 
but not at academic subjects.a vocational subject (=one relating to skills needed for 
a particular job) The college offers vocational subjects such as accountancy and 

medicine.a compulsory subject (=one that you must study) Religious education 
was a compulsory subject in many schools.an optional subject (=one that you can 
choose to study) From year nine onwards, music is an optional subject.NOUNS 

+ subjectan arts/science subject We want to encourage more girls to take science 
subjects.VERBSstudy/take/do a subject (=study a course in a subject) We have 
to take eight subjects including English and maths.teach a subject “Which subject 

does she teach?” “History.”choose a subject I wasn’t sure which subjects to 
choose.PHRASESa range of subjects Most colleges offer a range of subjects. 

subjective /səbˈdʒektɪv/ adjective  based on your own personal ideas or 

opinionsADVERBShighly subjective Art criticism is highly subjective and it is difficult to 
agree on what makes a good work of art.purely subjective These opinions are, of 
course, purely subjective. 

subscription /səbˈskrɪpʃən/ noun  money that you pay regularly to receive a 

magazine, membership of an organization, or a regular service of some 
kindADJECTIVESan annual/yearly subscription An annual subscription to the 
magazine costs $80.a monthly/weekly subscription For a monthly subscription 

of £35 customers get unlimited internet access.a lifetime/life subscription He 
bought me a lifetime subscription as a present.NOUNS + subscriptiona magazine 
subscription I decided to take out a magazine subscription.a club/union 

subscription (=for membership of a club/union) She cancelled her golf club 
subscription.VERBStake out a subscription (=start paying one) She took 

out a subscription to the Scientific American.cancel your subscription Please give a 
month’s notice if you are cancelling your subscription.renew your subscription (=pay 
again so you can continue getting something) It’s time to renew your subscription.pay 

a subscription We pay a monthly subscription for the sports channel.subscription + 

NOUNSa subscription fee For a small subscription fee, you can watch matches on the 
internet.a subscription channel (=a TV channel available only to those who pay a 

subscription) The satellite company is planning a new arts subscription channel.a 
subscription service The music website offers both a subscription service and a pay-
per-listen option.PREPOSITIONSa subscription to sth A subscription to the magazine 

can cost as little as £20.a subscription for sth The annual subscription for full 
membership of the Society is £55. 

subside /səbˈsaɪd/ verb  to gradually become less and then 

stopADVERBSslowly/gradually subside The wind gradually subsided.subside 

quickly The floodwaters are expected to subside quickly.subside completely It took 
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seven days for the swelling to completely subside.subside spontaneously (=with no-

subsidy AC /ˈsʌbsədi, ˈsʌbsɪdi/ noun  money that is paid by the government 

towards the cost of somethingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + subsidya 
government/public/state subsidy also a federal subsidy AmE Without state 

subsidies, the railways could not survive.a heavy/high/generous subsidy (=a large 
one) Japanese farmers receive heavy subsidies from the government.price/tax 
subsidies Price subsidies on many basic goods were removed.a trade/export 

subsidy There was an international disagreement over trade subsidies.a 
food/housing subsidy The country operates huge food subsidies.an 
agricultural/farm subsidy Farmers are struggling to cope with reduced agricultural 

subsidies.a direct/indirect subsidy (=money given directly, or financial help given in 
an indirect way) Houses could not be built fast enough without a direct subsidy from 
the taxpayer.VERBSget/receive a subsidy Public art galleries receive subsidies from 

local government.offer a subsidy The government offers subsidies to businesses who 
set up in certain areas.grant/provide/pay a subsidy The government could no 
longer continue to pay subsidies to keep prices artificially low.increase a subsidy We 

should increase subsidies to renewable energy producers.cut/reduce a 
subsidy Congress may cut some subsidies to farmers.end/remove/abolish a 

subsidy Subsidies for state enterprises are being abolished.PREPOSITIONSa subsidy 
on sth The subsidy on exports will be removed.a subsidy to/for sb The government 
is giving subsidies to farmers to encourage them to grow more rice.one doing 

anything) No treatment was given and her symptoms subsided 
spontaneously.VERBSbegin/start to subside At last the feeling of nausea began to 
subside.NOUNSanger/excitement/fear 

subsides His anger slowly subsided.laughter/noise subsides Simon waited until 
the laughter subsided. | It took several minutes for the noise to subside.pain 
subsides The pain in his head had subsided, but he still felt dizzy.symptoms 

subside Your symptoms should start to subside within a couple of days.a 
storm/flood/wind subsides We went indoors, and waited for 
the storm to subside.trouble/violence subsides It could take months for 

the violence to subside.THESAURUS: subside→ stop1 (2)  

substance /ˈsʌbstəns/ noun  1. a particular type of solid, liquid, or 

gasADJECTIVESa dangerous/hazardous/harmful substance Using hazardous 

substances at work can put people’s health at risk.a poisonous substance also a 
noxious substance formal (=harmful to people) Cigarette smoke contains 
several poisonous substances.a toxic substance (=harmful to people and the 

environment) All toxic substances should be labelled and carefully stored.a radioactive 
substance (=releasing a form of energy that can harm people) People who work 
with radioactive substances are subject to strict regulations.an 

illegal/banned/prohibited substance (=used mainly to refer to illegal drugs) Any 
athlete found guilty of using banned substances would have their medal taken away.a 
controlled substance formal (=an illegal drug) He was charged with possessing 

a controlled substance.an organic substance (=from a living thing) Despite being 
an organic substance, ivory is remarkably durable.a chemical substance Vehicle 

engines produce a wide range of chemical substances.2. a type of chemical or material 
– used especially when talking about illegal drugsADJECTIVESan illegal 
substance Police found traces of an illegal substance in his car.a controlled 
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substance (=one whose use is not controlled by law) Alcohol is not a controlled 

substance.substance + NOUNSsubstance abuse (=taking illegal drugs) The singer had 
various health problems linked to substance abuse.3. important ideas, which make 

something good, interesting, or usefulADJECTIVESreal substance It is an entertaining 
book but it has no real substance.added substance You need some quotations and 
statistics to give the article added substance.VERBShave substance None of her 

movies really has any substance.lack substance Most critics think the play lacks 
substance.give sth substance also lend sth substance formal They brought in a 
university professor to lend the event some substance.PREPOSITIONSthe substance of 

sth What is the substance of the committee’s argument?PHRASESin substance (=used 
for saying what the important ideas are) Her argument is, in substance, that women 
and men should be regarded as equal.anything/nothing of substance (=anything or 

nothing that is important) I don’t see anything of substance in the article at all. 

substantial /səbˈstænʃəl/ adjective  THESAURUS > big (3) 

substitute AC /ˈsʌbstətjuːt, ˈsʌbstɪtjuːt $ -tuːt/ noun  someone or something that 

replaces another person or thingADJECTIVESa good substitute If you don’t have any 

sugar, honey is a good substitute.a poor substitute Their local bus service was a poor 
substitute for their own car.a cheap substitute The material used to be used as 
a cheap substitute for steel.an adequate/inadequate substitute I find soy milk 

an adequate substitute for cow’s milk.a perfect substitute (=something that can 
replace something else with no difference) Tofu is the perfect substitute for meat in 
many dishes.a close substitute (=something that can replace something else with 

almost no difference) Butter and margarine are close substitutes.VERBSuse sth as a 
substitute Machines started to be used as a substitute for workers.act as/serve as a 
substitute The videos will serve as a substitute to anyone who missed the 

programmes.bring on a substitute (=replace a player on the field with a different 
one) The coach decided to bring on a substitute.substitute + NOUNSa substitute 
product If we do not have your item in stock, we will supply a substitute product.a 

substitute player/striker/goalkeeper At half-time, they brought on their substitute 
goalkeeper.a substitute teacher AmE Miss French was sick, so a substitute 
teacher took the class.PREPOSITIONSa substitute for sth/sb The team has to find a 

substitute for Tim. 

subtle /ˈsʌtl/ adjective (subtler ormore subtlesubtlest)  not easy to notice or 

understand unless you pay careful attentionADJECTIVESa subtle change/shift There 

had been a subtle change in her attitude towards him.a subtle 
difference/variation There are subtle differences between the two versions of the 
song.a subtle nuance/distinction (=a difference that is very small and hard to 

notice) It is quite hard to explain these subtle nuances of meaning.a subtle hint The 
look she gave me was a subtle hint that I should stop talking.subtle 
colours BrE subtle colors AmE also subtle shades The room was painted in subtle 

shades of green.a subtle flavour BrE a subtle flavor AmE also a subtle taste The 
soup has a subtle flavour of cinnamon.PHRASESa subtle way of doing sth Yawning 
was her subtle way of telling me she wanted to go home.a subtle form of sth Saying 

nothing can be a subtle form of criticism. 

suburb /ˈsʌbɜːb $ -ɜːrb/ noun [C]  an area away from the centre of a town or 

city, where a lot of people liveADJECTIVESa wealthy/rich/affluent/prosperous 

suburb (=one where the people have a lot of money) He lives in Lexington, an affluent 
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suburb of Boston.an upmarket suburb BrE an upscale suburb AmE (=a wealthy 

suburb) They own a large house in the upscale eastern suburbs of San Francisco.the 
outer/outlying suburbs As you reach the outer suburbs, the houses get 

bigger.sprawling suburbs (=spreading over a long distance) The city’s sprawling 
suburbs seemed to go on forever.a leafy suburb (=pleasant, with a lot of trees) I took 
the train to Motspur Park, a leafy suburb of south-west London.an exclusive 

suburb (=very expensive, so few people can afford to live there) The estate is located 
in one of Philadelphia’s most exclusive suburbs, about 13 miles west of downtown.an 
eastern/western/northern/southern suburb We passed through the city’s western 

suburbs on the way to the airport.a middle-class suburb He grew up in a 
prosperous middle-class suburb of Leeds.the surrounding suburbs The city of Buffalo 
and its surrounding suburbs are still without electrical power.PREPOSITIONSa suburb 

of sth I was born in a suburb of Birmingham.in the suburbs Don’t you get bored living 

out here in the suburbs?THESAURUS: suburb→ area (1)  

subway noun AmE /ˈsʌbweɪ/ [C]  a railway system that runs under the ground 

below a big cityVERBStake the subway We took the subway to the Museum of Modern 
Art.subway + NOUNSa subway train The incident happened on a crowded subway 
train.a subway station I got off at the next subway station.a subway system Boston 

has the oldest subway system in the US.a subway line She got on the wrong subway 

line and ended up in Brooklyn. Subway is used mainly in American English. British  

people usually say the underground, or in London the tube. THESAURUS: 

subwaythe underground BrEthe railway system that runs under the ground below 

a big city:If you are travelling on the London underground, it's a good idea to get a  

one-day travel card. | The nearest underground station is Leicester  

Square. | an underground map | It’s quickest to travel by underground.the 

tube BrE informalthe railway system that runs under London:We took the tube to  

Trafalgar Square. | a crowded tube train | I have to get off at the next tube station.the  

metroused especially to talk about the railway system that runs under Paris. Also used 

about some other city’s systems, for example Moscow, Washington DC, and 

Newcastle:Have you ever been on the Paris Metro? | Many of Moscow's metro stations  

are built like palaces.  

succeed /səkˈsiːd/ verb  to do what you wanted to 

doADVERBSfinally/eventually/ultimately succeed I finally succeeded in making 
contact with him in Rome.almost succeed They planned to destroy the Takeda family, 

and they almost succeeded.sb/sth has largely succeeded (=mostly succeeded) The 
police largely succeeded in preventing any more violence.partially/partly 
succeed The book only partially succeeds in explaining what happened.NOUNSa plan 

succeeds The plan succeeded and they were able to get the 
money.talks/negotiations succeed Unless the talks succeed, there is a serious risk 
of war.an experiment succeeds They kept trying until finally the experiment 

succeeded.PREPOSITIONSsucceed in (doing) sth The climbers succeeded in reaching 
the top of the mountain.Don’t say that someone succeeds to do sth.PHRASESsucceed 
in your aim/goal/objective/ambition They have succeeded in their goal of reducing 
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the amount of waste.succeed in your attempt to do sth He succeeded in his 

attempt to become the city’s first black mayor.succeed in business/life/your 
career The course helps you to develop the skills needed to succeed in 

business.succeed at school/university/work Do you think that physically attractive 
people are more likely to succeed at work?be determined to succeed It doesn’t 
bother me. It just makes me more determined to succeed.succeed against the 

odds (=succeed, even though it seems likely that you will fail) Some students from 
poor families succeed against the odds, but they are in a minority.succeed beyond all 
(sb’s) expectations (=be much more successful than you expected) Joanna’s plan 

succeeded beyond all expectations.succeed beyond your wildest dreams (=be 
extremely successful) If he wanted to cause trouble, he has succeeded beyond his 

wildest dreams.THESAURUS: succeedmanageto succeed in doing something,  

especially something that needs effort. Manage is often used in everyday English  

instead of succeed:He finally managed to find an apartment near his  

office. | Eventually I managed to get the lid back on the box. | Don’t worry – I’m sure 

we can manage somehow.passtest | exam | examination | interviewto be 

successful in a test or interview:She is hoping to pass her driving test on her third  

attempt. | He passed his exams with flying colours (=he got a very good grade in  

them). | Diana passed her interview and began teaching at the Vacani dance 

studio.workplan | idea | drug | treatment | method | systemif something works,  

it succeeds or is effective:Branson is sure that his plan will work. | Nothing is more 

exciting than seeing your ideas work in the marketplace. | The researchers had no idea 

if the drug would work. | The study concluded that the treatment works in over 60% of  

cases. | Lindner believes that he has found a method that works. | We find that  

this system works well and it avoids many of the usual problems. | Try using hot water  

– that sometimes works. If someone is successful in their career, or succeeds in  

doing something difficult, you can say that they make it: When I saw my name  

above the door, I knew I had made it. They made it to the top of the mountain.If  

someone achieves something after a lot of effort, you can say that they get  

there: Don’t worry, you’ll get there in the end. ANTONYMS → fail (1) 

succeeding /səkˈsiːdɪŋ/ adjective  coming after something 

elseNOUNSsucceeding generations The problem would be left for succeeding 
generations to deal with.succeeding months/years/centuries Life for the family 

was happy during the succeeding months.succeeding stages/periods In 
the succeeding stages of the competition, her performance was less 
confident.succeeding chapters More will be said about this in succeeding chapters of 

the book.ADVERBSimmediately succeeding This style was not copied by painters of 
the immediately succeeding generation 

success /səkˈses/ noun  a situation in which you achieve what you wanted, get 

good results, or make a lot of moneyADJECTIVESa great/big/huge/major 
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success Everyone agreed that the party was a great success.a 

resounding/outstanding/spectacular success (=very great success) Financially, 
the event was a resounding success.a runaway success (=something that is a 

success because it quickly makes a lot of money) The movie has been a runaway 
success.an unqualified success (=a complete success) The competition was an 
unqualified success for Germany.considerable success She achieved considerable 

success as an artist.some success I had some success in the first game and that gave 
me confidence that I could play.little/no success Attempts to resolve the dispute met 
with little success.limited/modest success (=not very much success) These methods 

were used with limited success.(a) commercial/economic/financial 
success (=when something is successful and makes money) None of his ideas had 
any commercial success.academic success (=success in education) There is no 

evidence that early teaching of reading leads to academic success.military 
success This military success was achieved at a cost.VERBShave/achieve 
success Good planning is necessary to achieve success.Don’t say make success.make 

a success of sth (=be successful in something) They believe that a good education is 
essential if they are to make a success of life.enjoy success formal (=have 
success) The company enjoyed great success in Japan.meet with success formal (=be 

successful) We are disappointed that the negotiations have not met with success.put 
your success down to sth (=say that your success was the result of it) They put their 
success down to their excellent teamwork.guarantee/ensure success (=make sure 

that someone is successful) His presence will help to ensure the success of the 
event.repeat the success of sth (=achieve something good again) The team is 
hoping to repeat the success of last season.prove a success (=be successful) The 

scheme has already proved a big success.success comes Brabham’s first Grand 
Prix success came in 1959.success depends on sth The plan’s success depends 
on the support of doctors.success + NOUNSthe success rate (=what percentage of 

actions are successful) The success rate of this treatment is very high.a success 
story (=someone or something that is successful) Stuart is a success story who 
overcame drug addiction and started his own business.PREPOSITIONSwithout 

success I tried to contact him, but without success.with great/some etc 
success Many zoos have tried to breed pandas, with little success.success in (doing) 
sth He hasn’t had any success in finding a job.success as sth Her success as team 

manager is due to determination and hard work.success with sth/sb Rob hadn’t had 
much success with women.PHRASESa chance of success The book has a good chance 
of success.the secret of sb’s success (=what makes them successful) A visitor asked 

Connie the secret of her success with growing roses.the key to success (=the main 
thing that makes someone or something successful) The key to success is confidence.a 
degree/measure of success (=an amount of success) As a player, he had achieved a 

considerable measure of success.be confident of success (=believe that you will be 
successful) We have a good team and we’re confident of success.be no guarantee of 
success Spending a lot of money on a project is no guarantee of 
success.ANTONYMS → failure 

successful /səkˈsesfəl/ adjective  1. if you are successful, you achieve the result 

that you wantedNOUNSa successful attempt/bid His second attempt to climb the 
mountain was successful.successful efforts We hope their efforts to find a solution 
will be successful.a successful 

application/appeal Her application was successful and she got the job.a successful 
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operation The operation was successful and he is well enough to go back to work.a 

successful conclusion/outcome The negotiators are hoping to bring the talks to 
a successful conclusion.a successful campaign/scheme Local people organized 

a successful campaign against the development.a successful 
meeting/trip/visit Everyone agreed that it had been a highly successful 
meeting.successful talks/negotiations Both sides want the talks to be successful.a 

successful day/evening/morning I hope you have a more successful 
day tomorrow.successful treatment The treatment was successful and she is now 
completely cured.ADVERBShighly successful It was a highly successful and very 

enjoyable evening.completely/totally successful The operation was completely 
successful and all the hostages were released 
unharmed.phenomenally/hugely/enormously/tremendously successful (=used 

when you want to emphasize how successful something is)The scheme, now in its 
second year, has been hugely successful.partially successful (=not completely) The 
treatment was only partially successful and he had to go back for another 

operation.moderately successful (=not very) The authorities have been moderately 
successful in reducing water pollution.VERBSprove successful formal (=be shown to 
be successful) Similar schemes have proved successful elsewhere.PREPOSITIONSbe 

successful in doing sth The government has been successful in reducing 

inflation.THESAURUS: 

successfuleffectiveway | method | means | system | strategy | treatment | r

emedy | action | solution | approach | drugif something is effective, it works and 

does what you want:Regular exercise is a highly effective way of losing  

weight. | They want to develop an effective system for predicting  

earthquakes. | The treatment is effective in more than 80 per cent of cases. | The 

group has been pushing for more effective action against gun crime. | Tablets often  

aren’t the most effective solution to a sleep problem. | The drug has been shown to 

be effective 

against cancer.fruitful formalarea | source | meeting | discussion | dialogue | re

lationship | partnership | periodproducing good results:This appears to be a  

very fruitful area for future research. | The letters were a fruitful source of information  

for later historians. | They described the meeting as fruitful and very useful. | This was  

the beginning of a long and fruitful relationship between the two artists. | It was the 

most fruitful period of her writing career.ANTONYMS → unsuccessful2. winning a 

competition, election etc, passing a test, interview etc, or doing well in your jobNOUNSa 
successful team/player/competitor Brazil has one of the world’s 
most successful soccer teams.a successful candidate The name of the successful 

candidate will be announced tomorrow.a successful career He enjoyed a long 
and successful career in politics.a successful year/season The team have had their 
most successful season ever.ADVERBShighly successful Her husband is a highly 

successful racehorse owner.THESAURUS: 

successfulvictoriousarmy | teamsuccessful as a result of winning in a game,  

election, or war:Crowds of people lined the streets to welcome the victorious  
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army home. | The captain of the victorious team lifted the cup for the 

photographers. | She emerged victorious in the second round of voting (=she was  

the winner – a formal  

use).winningteam | side | entry | numbers | party | candidateused about the 

person or team that wins a competition, game, race etc:The Challenge Cup was  

presented to the captain of the winning team. | Drogba played well and he deserved to  

be on the winning side (=the winning team). | The winning entry will receive a $1,000 

prize. | The winning numbers are 1, 5, 11, 32, 43, and 46 (=in a lottery). Winning is  

always used before a noun. promisingplayer | career | future | startlikely to be 

very successful in the future, used especially about someone who is good at a job, a  

sport, art etc:Chicago has a lot of promising young players. | Sadly his promising  

career was cut short by a car accident. | The team has a promising future. | He made 

a promising start to his professional career and scored three 

goals.ANTONYMS → unsuccessful3. making a lot of moneyNOUNSa successful 

business/company/firm They started a successful software business.a successful 
businessman/businesswoman/entrepreneur Revson went on to become one of 
the most successful entrepreneurs in the US (=someone who starts companies and 

does business deals in order to make money).a successful 
product/model Companies are always looking for new and successful products.a 
successful film/book/record etc James Cameron’s ‘Avatar’ is the most successful 

film ever.a successful economy/industry Germany has one of the world’s 
most successful economies.ADVERBShighly successful Branson is now a 
highly successful businessman.phenomenally/hugely/enormously/tremendously 

successful (=used when you want to emphasize how successful something is) Las 
Vegas has a phenomenally successful tourist industry.moderately successful (=not 

very) She was only moderately successful as a writer.THESAURUS: 

successfulhitsong | record | single | movie | film | show | series | musicala 

hit song, show, movie etc is very successful:Stevie Wonder has written many hit  

songs, including ‘I Just Called To Say I Love You’. | The band had several hit singles in  

the 1980s. | Spielberg directed the hit movie ‘Jurassic Park’. | Matt was in the 

hit comedy series Friends. | She was the star of the hit musical ‘Evita’.best-

sellingbook | novel | album | author | novelist | producta best-selling book or  

record is bought by many people:The film is based on Alice Walker’s best-selling  

book. | Michael Jackson’s ‘Thriller’ is the best-selling album of all time. | Krentz is  

a best-selling author whose novels have sold over 23 million copies. | This is the best-

selling product that the company has ever sold. Best-selling is always used before a  

noun. thrivingbusiness | company | economy | industry | trade | market | tow

n | city | porta thriving business, industry, or place is very successful and people are 

earning a lot of money:The brothers have built up a thriving business and now own 
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more than 30 restaurants. | Iceland had a thriving economy based on fish. | The town 

once had a thriving textile industry. | There is a thriving trade in stolen antiques. | At  

that time, Georgetown was a thriving town of 5,000 people. | Gloucester Docks was  

a thriving port until the 1960s, when it went into decline as traffic moved onto the 

roads. Thriving can either be used as an adjective: a thriving business, or as a  

verb: The business  

is thriving. boomingeconomy | industry | business | sales | demand | marketa 

booming economy, industry etc is extremely successful and the amount of business is  

increasing quickly:China has a booming economy. | Weddings are now a booming 

business. | The company has reported booming sales of its products for the first  

quarter of this year. Booming can either be used as an  

adjective: a booming economy, or as a verb: The economy is booming.Instead of  

saying that something was successful, you can say that it was a success: The show  

was very successful. The show was a big success.Instead of saying a hit record, show  

etc, you can say that a record, show etc is a hit: Here is the band’s  

latest hit record. Here is the band’s latest hit.Instead of saying a best-selling book  

or novel, you can say a best-seller: He wrote several best-selling novels. He wrote  

several best-sellers. ANTONYMS → unsuccessful 

successor AC /səkˈsesə $ -ər/ noun  someone who takes a job or position after 

someone elseADJECTIVESa possible/potential successor She is regarded as 
a possible successor to the president.a likely successor Who is his most likely 
successor as director of the company?a worthy successor (=someone who is good 

and deserves to be someone’s successor) He is proving to be a worthy successor to his 
father in the business.a natural/logical successor (=someone who you expect to be 
another person’s successor) Stalin was seen as the natural successor to Lenin.an 

obvious successor She doesn’t have an obvious successor as leader.sb’s immediate 
successor (=the next person to have someone’s job or position) The 
emperor’s immediate successor was killed in the year 455.a would-be 

successor (=someone who would like to have a job or position after another 
person) He spent too many years as the would-be successor to Tony Blair.sb’s chosen 
successor also sb’s designated successor formal Her chosen successor as principal 

is a young man from Oxford.a hand-picked successor (=chosen specially) The 
General’s hand-picked successor is a well-respected military 
man.VERBSchoose/appoint a successor The Board met to choose his successor.find 

a successor He will act as chairman until a permanent successor is found.elect a 
successor The people of Ghana will elect their president’s successor later this 
week.name a successor (=tell people who the successor will be) The company is 

expected to name a successor to Corbett in May.hand over to a successor (=stop 
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doing a job that is then given to someone else) She will hand over to her successor at 

the close of this year’s Festival.be tipped as sb’s successor (=be said to be a 
possible or likely successor) She was about to retire, and her deputy was widely tipped 

as her successor.a successor takes over (=start doing someone’s job instead of him 
or her) His successor will take over in May.PHRASESthe appointment of a 
successor She will stay on as Managing Director until the appointment 

of a successor has been finalized. 

succinct /səkˈsɪŋkt/ adjective  THESAURUS > short (3) 

sudden adjective  happening quickly and unexpectedlyNOUNSa sudden 

increase/rise There has been a sudden increase in the price of oil.a sudden 
decrease/drop/fall The doctors noticed a sudden decrease in his blood pressure.a 
sudden change/shift For the past couple of days we have had a sudden change in 

the weather.a sudden movement Any sudden movement would scare the birds 
away.a sudden rush/burst/spurt He felt a sudden rush of blood to the head.a 
sudden feeling/urge/desire She had a sudden urge to eat some chocolate.the 

sudden death of sb We were all shocked by her sudden death.PHRASESall of a 
sudden (=suddenly) All of a sudden there was a knock at the door. 

suddenly /ˈsʌdnli/ adverb  quickly and unexpectedly: I suddenly realized that 

there was someone following me. George died very suddenly. Suddenly, the eagle 

opened its wings. It all happened so suddenly.THESAURUS: suddenlyall of a  

suddensuddenly – used especially in stories or descriptions of past events:All of a  

sudden, he takes a gun out of his pocket and shoots. | He just all of a sudden decided 

to leave.without warningsuddenly and with no signs that it was going to happen – 

used about bad or dangerous things:One day, he collapsed without warning. | Then,  

without warning, her husband left her.out of the bluesuddenly and unexpectedly –  

used especially when you hear from someone you have not seen for a long time or  

when someone tells you something that surprises you:She turned up on my doorstep,  

out of the blue (=she arrived suddenly, without telling anyone). | The offer had come 

completely out of the blue.at short notice BrE on short notice AmEsuddenly, so that  

there is not much time to prepare or change arrangements:He came into the side at  

short notice, when another player was injured. | Occasionally, tours may have to  

be cancelled at short notice.on the spur of the momentused when talking about  

things you decide to do suddenly, without planning them beforehand:We all buy things  

on the spur of the moment. | On the spur of the moment, I decided to go and talk to  

her about it. You can also say that something was a spur-of-the-moment decision.  

suffer /ˈsʌfə $ -ər/ verb  1. to have an illness or medical problem, often over a 

long time GrammarThis meaning of suffer is always used with from. PHRASESsuffer 

from a disease/illness Many people suffer from this disease.suffer from cancer He 
suffers from a rare form of cancer.suffer from depression/stress Helen suffered 
from depression after her baby was born.suffer from headaches/stomach pains 

etc She told the doctor she had been suffering from severe headaches.suffer from 
health problems Local people are still suffering from health problems caused by the 
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nuclear accident.2. to experience something unpleasantNOUNSsuffer an injury Ten 

people suffered minor injuries in the crash.suffer a heart attack/a stroke He died 
after suffering a massive heart attack.suffer damage The US 

ship suffered no damage.suffer a defeat The team has now suffered five 
successive defeats.suffer hardship (=experience very poor living conditions) Many of 
these families are suffering incredible hardship.suffer a setback/blow (=experience a 

situation or event that causes difficulty or sadness) Her plans suffered a setback when 
she injured her leg during training. | The team’s hopes suffered another blow when 
their star player left the club.suffer a loss Both companies have suffered heavy 

financial losses.suffer a problem Research shows that children of alcoholic parents are 
more likely to suffer problems in adulthood.suffer the consequences (=experience 
bad things as a result) If companies do not adapt to the changing economic situation, 

they will suffer the consequences.ADVERBSsuffer badly The town had suffered badly in 
the war.suffer greatly/enormously Her confidence has suffered enormously as a 
result of recent failures.suffer horribly/terribly Some of the prisoners had suffered 

horribly.suffer needlessly/unnecessarily Our aim is to prevent children 
from suffering needlessly.suffer disproportionately formal (=far too much) The 
government should make sure that small businesses do not suffer 

disproportionately.suffer financially The museum suffered financially under his 
administration.suffer mentally/emotionally Some of the soldiers had suffered 
mentally as a result of their experiences.suffer physically They were beginning 

to suffer physically from lack of food. 

suffering /ˈsʌfərɪŋ/ noun  serious physical or mental 

painADJECTIVESgreat/terrible/enormous/huge suffering The city went 

through great suffering in the war.unimaginable suffering (=extremely bad) The 
earthquake has led to unimaginable suffering.human suffering A great deal of human 
suffering was caused by the floods.mental/physical suffering She was found guilty 

of inflicting mental suffering on a child.widespread suffering (=among many people 
in many places) The invasion caused widespread suffering in 
Iraq.unnecessary/needless suffering He did not want to cause any unnecessary 

suffering to the animal.VERBScause suffering Knee injuries can cause a lot 
of suffering.relieve/ease/alleviate suffering (=make it less severe) Advances in 
medical science save lives and ease suffering.prevent suffering The vaccine 

will prevent needless suffering.endure suffering Haiti is a country that has 
long endured considerable suffering.PREPOSITIONSthe suffering of sb He cared 
deeply about the suffering of others.PHRASESpain and suffering Her face showed 

the pain and suffering she had experienced in her life. 

sufficient AC /səˈfɪʃənt/ adjective formal  as much as is neededADVERBSquite 

sufficient (=used to emphasize that something is enough) £50 should be quite 

sufficient.NOUNSsufficient time Allow sufficient time to get to the airport.sufficient 
evidence/proof We can only prosecute if there is sufficient evidence.sufficient 
information/detail The document did not give sufficient detail.sufficient 

funds/money/resources The money is not sufficient to cover everything that needs 
doing.a sufficient number/quantity We need to be sure that a sufficient number of 
people will see the advert.sufficient space Make sure you have sufficient space on the 

disk.sufficient reason/cause/grounds Lateness is not sufficient reason to dismiss 
someone.sufficient understanding/knowledge At that age, a child does not 
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have sufficient understanding to distinguish right and wrong.sufficient support The 

party had been unable to get sufficient support from the public for their 
plans.sufficient interest We plan to run another course if there is sufficient 

interest.sufficient food In winter it can be difficult for the birds to find sufficient 
food.PREPOSITIONSsufficient for sb/sth The recipe is sufficient for six 

people.THESAURUS: sufficient→ enough 

sugar /ˈʃʊɡə $ -ər/ noun  a sweet substance from plants that is used to make 

food and drinks sweetADJECTIVES/NOUNS + sugarbrown/white sugar He always 
uses brown sugar in his cakes.refined/processed sugar (=made ready for use by an 

industrial process) Some commercial drinks contain high levels of refined 
sugar.VERBStake sugar (=have sugar in your tea or coffee) Do you take sugar in your 
tea?sugar dissolves (=becomes part of a liquid) Stir until 

the sugar has dissolved.sugar + NOUNSa sugar bowl The tea set comes with a milk jug 
and a sugar bowl.a sugar lump/cube (=a small block of sugar)sugar cane (=a plant 
from which sugar is obtained)sugar beet (=a root from which sugar is 

obtained)PHRASESa teaspoon/spoonful of sugar The drink contains seven teaspoons 
of sugar per can.a lump of sugar (=a small block of sugar) He put three lumps of 
sugar in his coffee.sprinkle sth with sugar Sprinkle the cake with sugar.no added 

sugar (=used on labels to show that a food or drink contains only the sugar that is 
natural in the ingredients) These foods are low in fat and contain no added sugar. 

suggest /səˈdʒest $ səɡˈdʒest/ verb  to tell someone your ideas about what they 

should do, where they should go etc: The zoo asked its visitors to suggest a name for 
the new baby panda. Can you suggest what kind of tool I should 

use? GrammarSuggest is often used with (that): Her mother suggested that she  

should go and see the doctor. I suggest you call him first. It has been suggested  

that the manager will resign if any more players are sold.Suggest can also be  

followed by a verb + ing: Tracey suggested meeting for a drink after  

work. PREPOSITIONSsuggest sth to sb A friend first suggested the idea to 

me.PHRASESmay I/might I suggest sth? (=used when politely suggesting 

something) May I suggest that you read Naomi Klein's book?THESAURUS: 

suggestrecommendto suggest that someone goes somewhere, tries something etc  

because you know that it is good and you think they will like it:Can you recommend a  

good restaurant near here? | It’s a brilliant book –  

I’d recommend it to anyone.propose formalto formally suggest a plan or course of  

action, especially at a meeting:The government has proposed building a new town just  

north of the city. | I propose that we have another meeting next week.put forwardto  

suggest an idea, plan, reason etc:The party has put forward new proposals to reduce 

the number of cars in the town centre. | The idea was first put forward by Aristotle. | A 

number of reasons have been put forward to explain these negative 

results.nominateto officially suggest someone for an important job or position, or a  
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person, film etc for a prize, especially when people will vote to make a decision:He’s  

been nominated for the Nobel Prize for Literature several  

times. | Three candidates have been nominated for the post.  

suggestion /səˈdʒestʃən $ səɡ-/ noun  1. an idea or plan that someone 

mentionsADJECTIVESa good/excellent suggestion I think that’s an excellent 
suggestion.a helpful/useful/valuable suggestion Matthew thanked them for 
their helpful suggestions.a sensible suggestion This was the first sensible 

suggestion she had heard from him.a constructive/positive suggestion (=involving 
helpful ideas, not criticism) John made some constructive suggestions for 
improvement.a stupid/ridiculous/ludicrous suggestion It seemed a ridiculous 

suggestion.a practical suggestion (=based on real situations, not just 
ideas) What practical suggestions can you offer to teachers of children with learning 
difficulties?a further suggestion (=another suggestion) May I make a further 

suggestion?VERBSmake a suggestion Can I make a suggestion?put forward/offer a 
suggestion (=make a suggestion) A few suggestions were put forward.have a 
suggestion I have a suggestion for you.come up with a suggestion (=think of 

something to suggest) We’ve come up with five suggestions.consider a suggestion I 
hope that they will consider all the suggestions that have been made.accept/adopt a 

suggestion (=do what is suggested) The issue was finally settled when Amelia’s 
suggestion was adopted.reject a suggestion (=not do what is suggested) The 
government rejected the suggestion of a referendum.ignore sb’s suggestion (=not 

take any notice of it) Dr Ayles accepts that many people tend to ignore suggestions to 
change diet.welcome suggestions (=want people to make 
suggestions) We welcome your comments and suggestions.suggestion + NOUNSa 

suggestion book/box (=a book or box in a school, store etc where people can put 
suggestions) We welcome comments and ideas from customers, and there’s a 
suggestion box in all our stores.PREPOSITIONSa suggestion for sth Here are 

some suggestions for further activities.a suggestion about sth My suggestion 
about menus was ignored.a suggestion as to sth Do you have any suggestions as 
to how we can deal with the problem?a suggestion from/by sb Comments 

and suggestions from readers are very welcome.at sb’s suggestion (=after someone 
suggested something) At Jan’s suggestion, they went out for a coffee.PHRASESbe open 
to suggestions (=be willing to listen to suggestions) We don’t have a firm plan yet, so 

we’re open to suggestions.THESAURUS: suggestionproposala formal or official  

suggestion:After much discussion, three proposals were made and agreed by a  

majority of members. | The unions have also put forward a proposal on pay (=suggest  

a proposal). | The governors say they will consider our proposal at their next  

meeting. | The committee decided to accept his proposal. | The proposal to build a new 

airport has finally been rejected.recommendationan official suggestion about what to  

do, especially one that is contained in a report:The safety board  

has made some recommendations. | The government decided 

to accept the recommendations of the Lockwood Report.2. a possibility or sign that 

something is true or that something existsADJECTIVESa strong suggestion There are 
very strong suggestions that the accident was caused by mechanical failure.a faint 

suggestion There was a faint suggestion of alarm in his 
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voice.VERBSreject/dismiss/deny/refute a 

suggestion Friends dismissed any suggestion that he was involved in the 
crime.support a suggestion There is plenty of evidence to support the 

suggestion that drinking alcohol in pregnancy can harm the 
baby.PREPOSITIONSsuggestion of sth The minister denied any suggestion 
of wrongdoing. 

suicide /ˈsuːəsaɪd, ˈsuːɪsaɪd, ˈsjuː- $ ˈsuː-/ noun  the act of killing 

yourselfVERBScommit suicide (=kill yourself) Most people who commit suicide have 
had depressive illnesses.attempt suicide She had attempted 
suicide twice.contemplate suicide (=think that you might try to kill 

yourself) I contemplated suicide on several occasions after my daughter died.threaten 
suicide Her husband threatened suicide when she said she was 
leaving.ADJECTIVESmass suicide (=when many people commit suicide together) He 

ordered his followers to commit mass suicide.assisted suicide (=when someone such 
as a doctor helps a very ill person commit suicide) Thirty-four other states have 
adopted similar laws banning assisted suicide.suicide + NOUNSa suicide 

attempt/bid He overdosed on pills in a failed suicide attempt. | The singer was rushed 
to hospital after a suicide bid.the suicide rate (=the number of people who kill 

themselves) The suicide rate among former soldiers is high.a suicide note (=a letter 
in which someone explains their reasons for killing themselves) They found a suicide 
note by his body.a suicide pact (=an agreement between people to kill themselves at 

the same time) She shot her husband and herself in an apparent suicide pact.a suicide 
threat Depression may sometimes lead to suicide threats.a suicide attack (=in which 
someone kills himself or herself as a way of also killing others) A suicide attack on a 

packed train killed over 50 people.a suicide bomb/bomber Suicide bombers believe 
that they have the right to kill innocent people. | Wires hanging from the jacket made 
police believe it was a suicide bomb. 

suit1 /suːt, sjuːt $ suːt/ verb  to be acceptable, suitable, or 

convenientADVERBSsuit sb well Our new house suits us very well.suit sb 
perfectly The arrangement suited me perfectly.suit sb fine spoken Either Monday or 
Tuesday would suit me fine for our meeting.NOUNSsuit sb’s 

needs/requirements The building has been adapted to suit the needs of older 
people.suit sb’s taste Users can customize the home page to suit their 

personal tastes.suit sb’s purpose It suited her purpose to let him believe the lie.suit 
sb’s mood You can adjust the colour of the lighting to suit your mood.suit sb’s 
style Choose a tennis racket that suits your style of play.suit the 

circumstances Students learn to vary their writing style to suit the circumstances.suit 
the occasion I thought a simple black dress would suit the occasion.suit sb’s 
pocket (=cost as much as someone can afford to pay) The shop has something 

to suit every pocket.PHRASESsuit sb down to the ground informal (=suit someone 
very well) Country life suits him down to the ground.be tailored to suit sb (=be 
designed to suit someone exactly) The courses can be tailored to suit an individual 

student’s needs.be adapted/modified to suit sb Several rooms have been adapted 
to suit disabled guests. 

suit2 /suːt, sjuːt $ suːt/ noun [C]  a set of clothes made of the same material, 

including a jacket with trousers or a skirtADJECTIVES/NOUNS + suita dark suit All the 

men at the funeral were wearing dark suits.a smart suit He was dressed in a smart 
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suit, so I assumed he was going out.a business suit The train was full of men 

in business suits.sb’s best/good suit I took my good suit to the cleaners.a pinstripe 
suit also a pinstriped suit (=one made of material that has a pattern of thin white 

lines against a dark background) Most of the men in the office wear ties and pinstripe 
suits.a lightweight/light suit (=one made of thin material) It was humid, and Charles 
was glad that he’d worn a light suit.a linen/wool/tweed/cotton/mohair suit She 

wore a cool linen suit and a crisp white shirt.a double-breasted suit (=having a 
jacket with two rows of buttons at the front) He looked very smart in a double-
breasted blue suit.a single-breasted suit (=having a jacket with one row of buttons 

at the front) a single-breasted wool suita three-piece suit (=consisting of a jacket, 
waistcoat, and trousers) a group of businessmen in three-piece suitsa two-piece 
suit (=consisting of a jacket and trousers or a skirt) In his wallet, he kept a photograph 

of his father wearing a dark two-piece suit.an off-the-peg suit (=one in a standard 
size, not made especially for you) He bought an off-the-peg suit from a high street 
store.a tailor-made suit (=one made especially for you by a tailor) I wish I could 

afford to buy a tailor-made suit.a lounge suit BrE (=an old-fashioned word for a suit 
that a man wears during the day, especially to work) Some of the men were dressed in 
evening clothes and others were in lounge suits.a designer suit (=one made by a 

famous clothes designer) He owns at least a dozen designer suits.a dress suit (=one 
worn at formal occasions) Tom had to borrow a dress suit from a friend to go to the 
awards ceremony.VERBSwear a suit Do you wear a suit to work?put on a suit You 

could at least put on a suit for your job interview.take off a suit As soon as he got 
home, he took off his suit and had a shower.be dressed in a suit He came back into 
the room, dressed in a grey suit.suit + NOUNSa suit jacket He took his wallet from 

his suit jacket.suit trousers BrE suit pants AmE The jacket still fits, but the suit 
pants are too tight.PHRASESa suit and tie I think you should wear a suit and tie to an 
interview.a suit of clothes (=a set of clothes worn by someone, or a matching jacket 

and trousers) His mother bought him a new suit of clothes for his sister’s wedding.a 
suit of armour BrE a suit of armor AmE (=a set of metal armour, worn by soldiers in 
the past during battles) The knights put on their suits of armour in preparation for the 

battle. 

suitable /ˈsuːtəbəl, ˈsjuː- $ ˈsuː-/ adjective  having the right qualities for a 

particular person, purpose, or situationADVERBSvery/highly suitable also eminently 

suitable formal The animal’s long legs are highly suitable for 
running.particularly/especially suitable The hotel is particularly suitable for 
families.equally suitable The bike is equally suitable for riding in the city and in the 

countryside.perfectly suitable (=completely suitable) The programme is perfectly 
suitable for children of all ages.hardly suitable (=not very suitable) Those shoes 
are hardly suitable for a walk in the country.NOUNSa suitable time Please call me to 

arrange a suitable time for an interview.a suitable place/location We finally found 
a suitable place for a picnic.a suitable person/candidate/husband/wife They don’t 
consider him a suitable husband for their daughter.a suitable replacement I’m having 

to use the old drill until I can find a suitable replacement.a suitable 
reply/answer Maggie couldn’t think of a suitable reply and decided not to say 
anything.VERBSconsider sth (to be) suitable also deem sth suitable formal I don’t 

understand how a film like this could be deemed suitable for 
children.PREPOSITIONSsuitable for sth The game is suitable for children over the age 
of six.suitable as sth Not all animals are suitable as pets.suitable to sth/sb Begin 
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and end the letter in a way that is suitable to the person you are writing 

to.THESAURUS: suitablerightcompletely suitable in every way:It’s a nice house,  

but it isn’t right for us. | We’ll tell her when the time is right. | It seemed the right  

thing to do. | I'm not sure this is the right place to talk about this. | You need to hold  

the racket in the right way when you hit the ball. | She would love to get married but  

she says she still hasn't met the right man.appropriatesuitable for a particular  

purpose. Appropriate is more formal than suitable:She filled out all the appropriate  

forms. | It may not be an appropriate time to ask him about it. | What is the 

most appropriate way to end a business letter? | It’s not appropriate to wear a short  

skirt for an interview.proper especially spokenused about something that most people  

think is most suitable:You can’t change a wheel without the proper tools. | We must  

help him learn the proper way to behave. | It's best to wait until the proper time. | He 

needs to follow the proper procedure for hiring staff.suitedif someone is suited to  

something, he or she has the right qualities to do it:He would be well suited to the 

job. | I decided that I wasn't really suited for a career as a journalist. You also  

use suited when saying that people are suitable for having a relationship with each  

other, for example because they like the same kinds of things: She knew they  

weren't suited to each other. ANTONYMS → unsuitable 

suitcase /ˈsuːtkeɪs, ˈsjuːt- $ ˈsuːt-/ noun [C]  a large case with a handle, used 

for carrying clothes when you travelADJECTIVESa heavy suitcase Henry lifted 
the heavy suitcase into the taxi.an empty suitcase An empty suitcase lay open on the 
bed.a battered suitcase (=old and in bad condition) All his possessions were in 

one battered suitcase.an old/new suitcase He bought two new suitcases for the 
trip.VERBS + suitcasepack/unpack your suitcase I got home last night, and I still 
haven’t had time to unpack my suitcase.open/close a suitcase The customs officer 

asked him to open his suitcase. | I packed so many books I 
couldn’t close my suitcase.carry a suitcase Let me carry your suitcase out to the 

car.lift a suitcase I couldn’t even lift my suitcase.pick up your suitcase He picked 
up his suitcase and headed for the exit.fill a suitcase She brought enough clothes 
to fill two suitcases.drag a suitcase He had to drag the heavy suitcase up the 

stairs.PHRASESlive out of a suitcase (=travel around a lot, with no permanent place 
to stay) It feels like I’ve been living out of a suitcase for months.a suitcase full of 
sth Police found a suitcase full of money in the car. 

sum AC /sʌm/ noun  an amount of moneyADJECTIVES/NOUNS + suma 

large/considerable/substantial sum He lost a substantial sum of money on the 
deal.a huge/enormous/vast sum The company has invested huge sums in 
research.a five-figure/six-figure/seven-figure etc sum (=an amount in the ten 

thousands, hundred thousands etc) The newspaper paid a six-figure sum for the 
photograph of the princess.a small sum Guests in the hotel pay a small sum for the 
use of the gym.a modest sum (=not a very big amount of money) She paid a 

surprisingly modest sum for the paintings.a lump sum (=paid as a single amount) You 
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can have the money in monthly instalments or as a lump sum.a cash sum The first 

prize is a substantial cash sum.an undisclosed sum (=an amount that is being kept 
secret) He sold the company for an undisclosed sum.the total sum The total sum lost 

is believed to be around £2 million.the princely sum of... (=a large amount – often 
used humorously to mean a small amount) They paid me the princely sum of £50 a 
week.a tidy sum informal (=a large amount of money) I had managed to save a tidy 

sum.a paltry/trifling sum (=extremely small) Let’s not argue about such a trifling 
sum.a derisory sum (=so small that it is unfair) They offered her the derisory sum of 
£2 per hour.VERBScharge a sum Some lawyers charge enormous sums for their 

advice.earn a sum She can earn a substantial sum from her work.borrow a 
sum People are borrowing enormous sums just to pay their regular bills.pay a 
sum Companies pay quite small sums for this kind of work.agree (on) a 

sum We agreed a total sum of £2,000 for the articles she will 
write.PREPOSITIONSa/the sum of £5/$50 etc A small item of jewellery can be 
bought for the sum of a few pounds.PHRASESa sum of money The police are urging 

people not to keep large sums of money in their houses. 

summarize AC also summarise BrE /ˈsʌməraɪz/ verb  to give or show only the 

main information and not the detailsADVERBSbriefly summarize sth The report’s 

recommendations are summarized briefly in the introduction.succinctly summarize 
sth (=very clearly and using only a few words) His article succinctly summarises the 
situation.neatly summarize sth (=in a simple but effective way) This incident neatly 

summarizes the city’s problems.NOUNSsummarize findings In Chapter 5, 
Vaughan summarizes her findings.summarize results The results are summarized in 
table 6.11.summarize information Could you just summarize the information for me, 

please?summarize evidence The lawyer stood up 
to summarize the evidence.summarize arguments The 
newspaper summarized the arguments for and against changing the voting 

system.summarize points She always gives students handouts summarizing the 
main points.summarize conclusions It may be useful 
to summarise the conclusions we have reached so far.summarize 

views To summarise his views, he is economically liberal but socially 
conservative.summarize the situation The writer summarizes the situation very 
succinctly in her article.PHRASESto summarize (=used as a way of introducing a short 

statement giving the main information) To summarize, most schools were achieving the 
required standards. 

summary AC /ˈsʌməri/ noun  a short statement that gives the main information 

about something, without giving all the detailsADJECTIVESa brief/short/quick 
summary You can find a brief summary of today’s events on the BBC news website.a 
concise summary (=short, with no unnecessary words or information) The book is 

useful for its concise summary of his work.a detailed summary For a more detailed 
summary of the rules, see the appendix on page 25.a full/complete/comprehensive 
summary (=one that includes all the important details or facts) The team published 

a comprehensive summary of their findings in the ‘British Medical Journal’.a 
general/overall summary (=one that describes the main features, not the details) I 
asked Michelle to read the report and send us a general summary of its contents.a 

fair/reasonable summary I think you have given a fair summary of the issues we 
face.a useful/helpful summary You can find an overview of the events in the useful 
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summary supplied by the author.a good/excellent summary The article gives a good 

summary of all the latest research.VERBS + summaryprovide/give a summary This 
chapter provides an overall summary of the process. | The table 

below gives a summary and comparison of the data.make a summary I started 
by making a brief summary of the data published in previous articles.include/contain 
a summary Your essay should include a summary of the novel’s plot. | The 

report contains a summary of the recommendations made by the 
committee.produce/write/compile a summary I have to produce a summary of the 
speech for the college magazine. | Use your notes to compile a summary of each 

interview, saying why a particular candidate was selected.PREPOSITIONSa summary of 
sth The scientists produce a monthly summary of their research.in summary (=used 
to introduce your general conclusion) In summary, although house prices have gone 

down recently, property remains a good investment. 

summer /ˈsʌmə $ -ər/ noun  the season after spring and before autumn, when 

the sun is hottest and the days are longestADJECTIVESthis/last/next summer We’re 
going to Italy next summer.the previous/following summer They had married the 

previous summer.early summer The building work will take place during the spring 
and early summer.late summer In the late summer of 1931, Joe returned to 

Oxford.high summer (=the middle of summer) In high summer, food was 
plentiful. | Parts of Spain are extremely hot in high summer.a hot summer It had been 
the hottest summer for 20 years.a dry/wet summer We’ve had a very dry 

summer.an Indian summer (=a period of warm weather in autumn) The south of 
England has been enjoying an Indian summer.VERBSsummer 
comes/arrives When summer came, they went on picnics.summer + NOUNSa 

summer day/morning/evening/afternoon also a summer’s day/evening etc It 
was a beautiful summer evening.the summer months The garden is open daily in the 
summer months.the summer term BrE the summer semester AmE (=the time 

between April and July at a school, college, or university) I had just completed the 
summer semester at university.a summer holiday BrE a summer 
vacation AmE Where are you going for your summer holiday?summer 

weather Poor summer weather has affected the tourist industry.the summer 
season (=the time in the summer when hotels etc are usually busy) The resort was 
crammed with holidaymakers for the whole of the summer season.the summer 

heat The players were all struggling in the summer heat.the summer sun They lay on 
the beach, soaking up the summer sun.a summer dress (=designed to be worn in 
summer) We watched women walk by in their summer dresses.summer 

school (=courses you can take in the summer at a school, university, or college) We 
will run summer schools for students who need to resit exams.summer camp (=a 
place where children can stay in the summer and do activities) In August the kids 

usually go to summer camp.PREPOSITIONSin (the) summer It’s usually hot here in 
summer.during (the) summer The children play on the beach during the summer.the 
summer of 2010/1977 etc We moved to Montana in the summer 

of 1998.PHRASESin/at the height of summer (=in the middle of summer) Even in the 
height of summer, it’s cool in here 

summit /ˈsʌmət, ˈsʌmɪt/ noun  1. the top of a mountainVERBSget to/reach the 

summit On the third day of climbing they reached the summit.climb to the 
summit His goal was to climb to the summit of Mount McKinley.summit + NOUNSa 
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summit attempt/bid (=an attempt to reach the summit) The weather improved, so 

they decided to make their summit attempt.PREPOSITIONSthe summit of sth From 
there we continued to the summit of Ben Nevis.at the summit He took this 

photograph at the summit of Mount Everest.on the summit Even in summer, there 
was snow on the summit.from the summit We had an amazing view from the 

summit.THESAURUS: summit→ top1 (1)2. an important meeting or set of 

meetings between the leaders of several governmentsADJECTIVESan 
international/world/global summit She announced an international summit to 
tackle climate change.an economic summit The G10 group of countries holds 

its economic summit in a different city every year.an annual summit The region’s 
leaders gathered for their annual summit.a peace summit The president hosted a 
Middle East peace summit.a regional summit The president will address the 

forthcoming regional summit of Asia Pacific leaders.an emergency summit He has 
called an emergency summit of EU ministers for next month.VERBS + summitattend a 

summit Next week, the president will attend a NATO summit in Europe.hold a 
summit (=have one) The two leaders agreed to hold a summit in the spring.host a 
summit (=provide the place and all the other things that are needed for it) The 

Chinese government hosted a summit for 48 African leaders in Beijing.call a 
summit also convene a summit formal (=arrange to have one) They decided 
to call a summit with other political leaders to discuss the crisis.boycott a 

summit (=refuse to attend, as a protest) He threatened to boycott the summit unless 
the plans were changed.postpone a summit (=change the date to a later one) It was 
agreed to postpone the summit until July.arrange/organize a summit The Secretary 

of State is trying to arrange a summit between the Palestinian president and Israeli 
prime minister.summit + VERBSa summit opens/begins A summit of EU finance 
ministers opens on Monday.a summit ends The summit ended with no prospect of 

agreement.PREPOSITIONSat a summit The matter will be discussed at the 
EU summit in Geneva.a summit on sth Leaders held a global summit 
on AIDS.summit + NOUNSa summit meeting It was agreed that the summit 

meeting would take place in New York.a summit conference Leaders agreed to hold 
a summit conference in Canada to discuss trade.a summit venue (=a place where a 
summit happens) Police sealed off streets around the summit venue.a summit 

declaration (=an official statement resulting from it) The final summit 
declaration emphasized the need to overcome ethnic conflict and guarantee minority 
rights.a summit agenda (=a list of issues to be dealt with) British diplomats made an 

attempt to get the issue on the summit agenda. 

sun /sʌn/ noun  the large bright object in the sky that gives us light and heat, 

and around which the Earth movesVERBSthe sun shines The sky was blue and the 

sun was shining.the sun rises/comes up (=appears at the beginning of the day) The 
sun rose at 6.09 a.m.the sun sets/goes down (=disappears at the end of the day) It 
is a good place to sit and watch the sun go down.the sun comes out (=appears when 

cloud moves away) The rain stopped and the sun came out.the sun sinks (=gradually 
disappears at the end of the day) The sun sank lower and the breeze grew cool.the sun 
beats down/blazes down (=shines with a lot of light and heat) The sun beat down 

on her head.the sun streams through/into etc sth (=light from the sun shines 
through, into etc something) The sun was streaming through my bedroom 
window.ADJECTIVESthe hot/warm sun I lay on the beach in the warm sun. | The hot 
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sun beat down on the men working.the blazing/burning sun (=very hot) We walked 

across the square in the blazing sun.a bright sun It was a warm day with a bright 
sun overhead.the fierce sun literary (=very hot) She raised a hand to shade her eyes 

against the fierce sun.a golden sun literary A golden sun filled the air with light.the 
setting sun (=the sun as it goes down and disappears from the sky) The fields were 
filled with light from the setting sun.the rising sun (=the sun as it comes up and 

appears in the sky) We watched the first rays of the rising sun come up over the 
horizon.NOUNS + sunthe morning/afternoon/evening sun We ate breakfast outside 
in the gentle morning sun.the midday/noonday sun They tried to find some shade 

from the blazing midday sun.the summer/winter sun We walked up the hill, the 
summer sun warming our backs.the desert sun A tent had been set up to provide 
shade from the desert sun.sun + NOUNSthe sun’s rays This cream will protect your 

skin from the sun’s rays.PREPOSITIONSin the sun (=in the heat or light from the 
sun) We sat in the sun.PHRASESthe sun is high/low in the sky They walked until the 
sun was low in the sky. 

sunlight /ˈsʌnlaɪt/ noun  natural light that comes from the 

sunADJECTIVESbright sunlight She shaded her eyes against the bright 
sunlight.strong sunlight Don’t expose babies under six months to strong 

sunlight.direct sunlight This plant prefers to be kept out of direct sunlight.dappled 
sunlight (=when sunlight comes through trees) They sat in the dappled sunlight of the 
forest.the fading sunlight (=at the end of the day) The hills looked beautiful in 

the fading sunlight.NOUNS + sunlightthe morning/afternoon/evening sunlight Mr 
Berkley blinked in the morning sunlight.VERBSsunlight streams/pours/floods 
somewhere (=a lot comes in) I pulled back the curtains and sunlight 

streamed in.sunlight falls somewhere The door was open and warm sunlight fell on 
the tiled floor.sunlight filters somewhere (=a little comes in) The tree allows 
some sunlight to filter through to the bottom of the garden.sunlight fills a 

place Bright summer sunlight filled the dining room.be exposed to sunlight Your skin 
should not be exposed to strong sunlight for longer than an hour.PHRASESsth 
shines/sparkles/glitters in the sunlight His newly polished buttons glittered in the 

sunlight.a shaft/ray/beam of sunlight (=a line of sunlight) A shaft of sunlight lit up 
the left side of his face. 

sunny /ˈsʌni/ adjective  if it is sunny, the sun is shiningNOUNSsunny weather I 

was enjoying the hot sunny weather.a sunny day/morning/afternoon It was a 
lovely sunny afternoon, so I went for a walk.sunny 
periods/spells/intervals (=periods in a day when it is sunny – used in weather 

forecasts) Elsewhere, it will be a day of sunny spells and scattered showers.a sunny 
spot (=a small area that gets a lot of sunshine) This plant needs a sunny 
spot.ADVERBSbrilliantly/gloriously sunny The month of May might be wet and grey 

one year and gloriously sunny the next.mostly sunny The weather was mostly 

sunny but at times it was cold. You can describe a room as sunny if a lot of sunlight  

comes into it: The kitchen is a nice sunny room. THESAURUS: 

sunnygoodweatherif the weather is good, it is sunny and warm:We hope 

the weather will be good on Sunday.fine especially  

BrEweather | day | morning | afternoon | nightif the weather is fine, it is not  
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raining and not cloudy:We prayed for fine weather. | On a fine day, you can see across  

to the islands.nice also lovely especially BrEweather | day | morning | afternoonif  

the weather is nice, it is pleasantly warm and sunny. Nice and lovely are used 

especially in spoken English:When the weather is nice, we eat in the garden. | It’s  

a lovely day – why don’t we go for a  

walk?brightday | morning | afternoon | sunshine | sunlight | sky | weatherif it  

is a bright day, the sun is shining and there is plenty of light:It was  

a bright spring morning. | They walked out of the dark cave into the bright  

sunshine. | In summer, the sky is still bright at ten in the evening. | The flowers only  

open during bright weather. | The day of the flight dawned bright and 

sunny.beautiful/gloriousweather | day | morning | afternoon | sunshineif the 

weather is beautiful or glorious, it is very good and there is a lot of sunshine:We 

had beautiful weather, and the hotel was excellent. | What a beautiful day! | They 

woke to blue skies and glorious  

sunshine.clearweather | day | morning | night | skywith no clouds or mist:It’s best  

to go walking in clear weather. | On a clear day, you can see seven lakes from 

here. | It was a clear night, with a full moon. | Balloons rose up into  

the clear blue sky.cloudless literarysky | day | morning | afternoon | nightwith no 

clouds:The sun shone from a cloudless sky. | It was a beautiful cloudless  

morning.dryweather | day | night | spell | period | season | conditionswith no 

rain:Remember to water young plants in dry weather. | Pick herbs on a dry  

day. | The dry spell (=a period of dry weather) was followed by exceptionally wet  

weather. | There are water shortages during the dry season. | These plants do well  

in dry conditions  

sunshine /ˈsʌnʃaɪn/ noun  light and heat from the sun when there is no 

cloudADJECTIVESbright/brilliant/blazing/dazzling sunshine We stepped out of the 
plane into the bright sunshine.glorious sunshine (=very bright – used when you are 

pleased about this) They woke to blue skies and glorious sunshine.warm/hot 
sunshine Don’t spend too long in hot sunshine without a hat.pale sunshine (=not 
strong or hot) It was early spring, and pale sunshine shone on the fields.hazy 

sunshine (=sunshine with air that is not clear because of mist etc) Tomorrow morning 
will be dry with hazy sunshine.NOUNS + sunshinethe 
spring/summer/autumn/winter sunshine She was sitting in the garden, enjoying 

the spring sunshine.the morning/afternoon/evening sunshine The morning 
sunshine brightened the room.PREPOSITIONSin the sunshine Let’s eat outside in the 
sunshine.PHRASESa ray of sunshine (=a line of sunshine) A ray of sunshine filtered 

through the dirty window.bask in the sunshine also soak up the sunshine (=enjoy 
sitting or lying in a sunny place) They lay in the garden, basking in the sunshine. 

superb /sjuːˈpɜːb, suː- $ sʊˈpɜːrb/ adjective  THESAURUS > excellent 

superior /suːˈpɪəriə $ sʊˈpɪriər/ adjective  better, more powerful, more effective 

etc than someone or something elseADVERBSfar/vastly/greatly superior (=much 
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better) The opposing team’s players were far superior to our own.infinitely 

superior (=very much better) The food at the second hotel was infinitely 
superior.marginally superior (=slightly superior) This wine is much more expensive, 

but only marginally superior.inherently superior (=better because of its nature) He 
saw the theatre as inherently superior to the cinema.morally superior They accuse 
Christians of considering themselves to be morally superior.technically superior We 

must persuade consumers that our product is technically superior to its 
competitors.numerically superior formal (=there are more people or things) The 
Scots defeated the numerically superior English army.VERBSfeel (yourself) 

superior It was clear from her attitude that she felt herself superior to the rest of 
us.be considered superior also be regarded as superior Champagne is considered 
superior to all other sparkling wines.NOUNSsuperior quality Digital radios offer 

a superior quality of sound.superior performance Most motoring critics agree that the 
older model had superior performance.superior knowledge/intelligence She was 
always showing off her superior knowledge.superior strength/power He used 

his superior strength to wrestle his opponent to the ground.PREPOSITIONSsuperior to 
sb/sth She was superior to her opponent in every aspect of the game. 

supermarket /ˈsuːpəˌmɑːkət, ˈsuːpəˌmɑːkɪt $ -pərˌmɑːr-/ noun  a very large 

shop that sells food and things that people need regularly in their homesADJECTIVESthe 
local supermarket Is the local supermarket open on Sundays?VERBSgo to the 
supermarket He went to the supermarket to get something to cook for dinner.buy sth 

at/from the supermarket You can even buy a television at the supermarket these 
days.shop in/at a supermarket (=buy things there) Do you usually shop 
at the supermarket?a supermarket sells sth Supermarkets sell a wide range of fruit 

and vegetables.open a supermarket They plan to open a new supermarket in north 
London.build a supermarket Residents are opposed to plans to build a 
new supermarket.supermarket + NOUNSa supermarket chain (=a large company that 

owns a number of stores in different towns or cities) The UK’s largest supermarket 
chain is planning to open more high street stores.a supermarket giant (=a very large 
company) The supermarket giant Tesco is expected to announce a large increase in 

profits.a supermarket checkout (=the place in a supermarket where you pay for 
goods) There were long lines at all the supermarket checkouts.a supermarket 
trolley BrE (=a large basket on wheels, used for carrying the things you are 

buying) The canal is full of supermarket trolleys and rubbish.supermarket 
shelves Staff were busy filling up the supermarket shelves.a supermarket aisle (=an 
area between the rows of shelves) The supermarket aisles were crowded with 

shoppers.PHRASESavailable in/at supermarkets Goats’ milk is now available 
in many supermarkets. 

superpower /ˈsuːpəˌpaʊə $ -pərˌpaʊr/ noun  THESAURUS > country (1) 

supersonic adjective  THESAURUS > fast1 (1) 

superstition /ˌsuːpəˈstɪʃən $ -pər-/ noun  a belief that some objects or actions 

are lucky and some are unlucky, which is usually based on old ideas or 

magicADJECTIVESan old superstition Have you heard the old superstition that 
seagulls are the souls of dead sailors?an ancient/primitive superstition (=from a 
very long time ago) Many of these primitive superstitions still exist today in parts of the 

country.a popular/common superstition The belief that touching wood brings luck is 
a popular superstition, but where does it come from?a local superstition There’s 
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a local superstition that garlic keeps you safe from evil spirits.VERBShave a 

superstition Most cultures have their own superstitions.be based on 
superstition His fears are based solely on superstition, not reason.PREPOSITIONSa 

superstition about sth There are a lot of superstitions about the 
disease.PHRASESignorance and superstition People’s beliefs were full of ignorance 
and superstition. 

supervise /ˈsuːpəvaɪz $ -pər-/ verb  THESAURUS > control1 (1) 

supervision /ˌsuːpəˈvɪʒən $ -pər-/ noun  when you supervise someone or 

somethingADJECTIVESclose/careful supervision Children were allowed out only 
under close supervision.strict supervision Beginners should only attempt these 

exercises under strict supervision in a gym.constant supervision (=all the time) You 
need to be good at working alone without constant supervision.adequate/proper 
supervision Why had the parents not provided adequate supervision for their 

children?medical supervision (=being checked by a doctor) Very low-calorie diets 
should only be followed under medical supervision.parental supervision (=being 
watched by a parent) The boys often played outside with little parental 

supervision.direct/personal supervision (=being watched by someone close by) He 
was allowed to use the equipment without the personal supervision of the 
teacher. | Trainees need direct supervision for at least the first 

week.VERBSneed/require supervision These 
children need constant supervision.provide supervision The tutors also provide 
supervision for research students.supervision + NOUNSa supervision order BrE (=an 

arrangement to control the behaviour of a young person involved in crime) Has the 
court issued a supervision order in relation to this person?PREPOSITIONSunder sb’s 
supervision The workers under his supervision produced excellent work.without 

supervision Some of the children were able to complete the task without 
supervision.supervision by/from sb Each group receives supervision from an 
experienced member of staff. 

supper /ˈsʌpə $ -ər/ noun [C,U]  the meal that you have in the 

eveningADJECTIVES/NOUNS + supperan early/late supper They went for a late 
supper after the show.a light supper We had a light supper and went to bed early.a 

buffet supper (=different foods on large plates, from which you serve yourself) The 
invitation says that drinks and a buffet supper will be served from 7 
p.m.VERBShave/eat supper What time do you usually eat supper?have/eat your 

supper The kids are allowed to have their supper in front of the TV.make/cook 
supper also prepare supper formal She started making supper as soon as she got 
home from work.come (over) for supper Why don’t you come over for supper on 

Friday?stay for supper Would you like to stay for supper?invite/ask sb to 
supper We’ve invited our neighbors to supper tonight.serve supper (=start giving 
people food) I’m going to serve supper about eight.sit down to supper It’s great to sit 

down to supper with the whole family.supper + NOUNSthe supper table We sat down 
at the supper table and had a glass of wine.supper time I have to be home by supper 
time.the supper dishes (=plates etc that have been used to eat supper and need 

washing) Marie washed the supper dishes while I dried.a supper tray (=food for 
supper eaten from a tray, rather than at the table) She’s probably sitting at home with 
her supper tray on her lap, watching TV.PREPOSITIONSfor supper We weren’t very 
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hungry, so we just had sandwiches for supper. | What’s for supper, Dad? The meal  

you eat in the evening can also be called dinner or, especially in some parts of  

Britain, tea. In British English, some people use supper only to refer to a small meal  

you eat late in the evening, rather than a main meal.  

 

supplement /ˈsʌpləmənt/ noun  THESAURUS > magazine 

supply /səˈplaɪ/ noun  an amount of something that is available to be 

usedADJECTIVESan adequate supply (=enough) Does the hospital have an adequate 

supply of medicine?a plentiful/abundant supply (=more than enough) There was 
a plentiful supply of books and magazines to read.a good supply In hot countries, 
always carry a good supply of water.a small/limited supply There is a limited 

supply of land for building.a dwindling supply (=one that is getting smaller) We 
cannot rely on the dwindling supplies of crude oil and natural gas.a 
constant/steady/regular supply Farmers need a constant supply of grass to feed 

their animals.an endless/inexhaustible supply (=one that does not end, or seems 
not to end) He has an endless supply of jokes.a ready supply (=one that is easily 
available) Any restaurant in a hotel has a ready supply of customers.a fresh supply As 

soon as the vegetables ran out, fresh supplies were delivered from the farm.NOUNS 

+ supplyelectricity/gas/energy supply The electricity supply is not very 
reliable.food/water supply The army has to make sure there is a steady food 

supply to the soldiers fighting on the front.VERBSuse up/exhaust a supply (=use all 
of it) The diver had nearly used up his supply of oxygen.replenish a supply (=get 
more of something to replace what you have used) We went to the supermarket 

to replenish our food supply.increase a supply They asked Saudi Arabia 
to increase the supply of oil to European countries.control a 
supply By controlling the supply of water, we would be able to stay alive for longer.cut 

off a supply (=stop it being available) A twist in the tube had cut off the 
oxygen supply.disrupt/interrupt a supply (=stop it being available for a short 
time) The bombing caused damage that disrupted the gas supply.restore a 

supply (=make it available again) Only three days after the storm, we 
have restored electricity supplies to the entire region.a supply runs out (=all of it is 
used) They knew their food supply would run out in another few days.supply + NOUNSa 

supply chain (=the set of organizations or systems used to supply something) We 
made sure that every part of the supply chain was running efficiently.a supply 

depot (=a place from which goods are sent out to people) I discovered that the 
package had still not left the supply depot.PREPOSITIONSa supply of sth They had 
only a limited supply of medicine.PHRASESsth is in short supply (=there is not 

enough of it) In some of these families, love is in short supply.THESAURUS: 

supply→ store (2)  

support1 /səˈpɔːt $ -ɔːrt/ verb  1. to agree with someone or something and say 

this publiclyADVERBSstrongly support We strongly support the peace 
process.wholeheartedly support (=strongly support – more formal) I wholeheartedly 

support the views of my colleague.fully support He fully supported the action taken by 
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the police.enthusiastically support It was an idea which had been enthusiastically 

supported by the government.THESAURUS: supportbackto support a person or  

plan by providing money or practical help – used about governments or other powerful  

groups:The £100 million scheme is backed by the British government. | The project  

was backed by nine investment banks. | The governor promised that she 

would back him all the way (=give him every possible  

support).endorseplan | idea | proposal | decisionto formally and officially say that  

you support a plan or idea:The US Senate endorsed the plan. | Wilson endorsed the 

idea of building a new Bay Bridge. | Agriculture ministers refused to endorse the 

Commission’s proposals.get behind sb/sthto support a person or plan and help them 

be successful – used especially about a group of people:The England fans really got  

behind the team. | I really believe in this initiative, but it was hard to find business  

people who were willing to get behind it. | The police can’t do anything unless the 

public gets behind them.stand up for sb/sthto say that you support someone or  

something, especially when they are being attacked:You were the only person who 

stood up for me at the meeting.side with sbto support one of the people or groups  

involved in an argument – used especially when you disapprove of this or think it is  

unfair:I felt she was siding with her mother rather than standing up for me. | The jury  

often side with the defendant in these situations.2. to give someone help and 

encouragement so that they can do somethingADVERBSloyally/steadfastly 

support Mr Hawke was loyally supported by his wife.actively support He denied that 
his government was actively supporting the terrorists.VERBSagree to support 
sb/sth His parents have agreed to support him while he is at university.3. BrE to like a 

particular team and want them to winNOUNSsupport a team/Manchester 
United/England etc “Which team do you support?” “Arsenal.”4. to hold the weight of 
something and stop it from fallingNOUNSsupport sb’s weight The branch was too 

weak to support his weight.PREPOSITIONSbe supported by sth The ceiling was 

supported by huge stone columns.THESAURUS: supporthold upto stop  

something from falling:These poles hold up the outer part of the tent. | His trousers  

were held up by an old piece of string.prop upto stop something from falling by 

putting something against it or under it:The builders have propped up the walls with  

steel beams.carryto support the weight of someone or something – used about  

something supporting several people, vehicles etc:The lift can carry up to 12 

people. | The bridge could only carry cars and other light vehicles.holdto be strong 

enough to support the weight of someone or something:Are you sure the branch will  

hold both of us? | She prayed that the roof would hold her weight as she crawled along  

it.bear literary or technicalto hold the weight of something:The truck did not look  

strong enough to bear the weight of all those people. | This is a load-bearing wall, so  

you can’t knock it down (=one that supports part of a building).take sb’s/sth’s  

weightto be strong enough to support the weight of someone or something:His  
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damaged leg would not take his weight. | Any large mirrors should have additional  

support to take their weight. | Make sure you choose a pole that will take the weight of  

your curtains.  

support2 /səˈpɔːt $ -ɔːrt/ noun  approval, encouragement, and 

helpADJECTIVESpublic/popular support (=from the people who live in a 
country) There seemed to be no popular support for war.widespread/wide/general 
support (=by many people) There is widespread support for the changes.massive 

support (=a lot of support) The party enjoys massive public support.strong 
support A survey found strong support for the project among hospital 
staff.wholehearted support (=strong support – more formal) I want you to know that 

you have my wholehearted support.enthusiastic support The plan 
received enthusiastic support from environmental groups.sb’s full support That view 
deserves the full support of all farmers.active support (=approval and help) She 

managed, with the active support of her husband, to run 100 miles in two 
days.unanimous support (=all members of a group support something) There was 
nearly unanimous support for the proposal.unfailing support (=continuing for a long 

time, in spite of difficulties) She thanked her family for their unfailing 
support.VERBShave support also enjoy support formal The extreme right-wing 

parties don’t have much popular support.give (your) support also lend (your) 
support formal The American people gave him their enthusiastic support.show (your) 
support Several of her colleagues have shown their support for her at this difficult 

time.voice your support (=say that you support something or someone) A number of 
newspapers have voiced their support for the government’s proposals.pledge/offer 
(your) support (=say that you will support something or someone) Both the 

opposition parties pledged full support for the new administration.get/draw 
support The plan drew wide support from parents.win/gain/attract support Try 
to win the support of local shopkeepers.enjoy/command support formal (=have 

support) His views were too extreme to command general support.drum up/rally 
support (=get people’s support by making an effort) Both sides have been drumming 
up support through the internet.enlist sb’s support formal (=ask for and get their 

support) He wrote to the prime minister in an attempt to enlist his support.mobilize 
support (=get people to support something in an active way) Their aim was 
to mobilize popular support for their leader.build (up) support (=increase it) Now he 

needs to build his support by explaining his political beliefs.withdraw your 
support (=no longer support someone or something) He’s decided 
to withdraw his support for the project.support comes from sb Support for the 

scheme has come from several leading experts.PREPOSITIONSin support of sb/sth He 
gave a speech in support of the war.support of sb/sth I would like to thank fans for 
their unfailing support of the team during these difficult years.support for sb/sth Is 

there much support for the elderly president?support among people The plan has 
won a lot of support among people aged 18–25.support from sb Support from older 
members would be particularly valuable. 

supporter /səˈpɔːtə $ -ɔːrtər/ noun  someone who supports a particular person, 

team, political idea etcADJECTIVESa strong supporter He was a strong supporter of 
the prime minister.a loyal/faithful supporter The football club has many loyal 

supporters.a staunch supporter (=a strong and loyal supporter) Even his staunchest 
supporters admit that he is unlikely to win the election.an enthusiastic/keen 
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supporter Even her most enthusiastic supporters will admit that she sometimes made 

mistakes.an ardent/fervent supporter (=very enthusiastic) He is an ardent 
supporter of women’s rights.a vocal/outspoken/vociferous supporter (=who 

speaks very openly about their support for something or someone) The actor is one of 
the party’s most vocal supporters.a lifelong supporter (=who has supported someone 
or something all their life) Her husband is a lifelong Manchester United supporter.an 

active supporter She remained an active supporter of several environmental groups.a 
leading supporter Many of the dictator’s leading supporters had left the country.a 
political supporter He is one of the governor’s key political 

supporters.Labour/Republican etc supporters Most of the newspaper’s readers 
were Labour supporters.NOUNS + supporterfootball/rugby/cricket etc 
supporters BrE (=who support a particular sports team) A noisy crowd of rugby 

supporters was in the pub.human rights/gay rights etc supporters There will be a 
march through the streets by gay rights supporters.VERBSattract supporters The plan 
has attracted supporters from every political party.alienate supporters (=make them 

want to stop supporting you) Her recent comments on TV alienated many of 
her supporters.mobilize supporters (=encourage them to take action) Anti-war 
groups are mobilizing their supporters for this weekend’s protest 

march.PREPOSITIONSa supporter of sb/sth Supporters of the president are urging 

the public to be patient.THESAURUS: supporter→ fan 

supreme /sʊˈpriːm, sjuː- $ sʊ-, suː-/ adjective  1. having the highest position of 

power, importance, or influencesupreme + NOUNSsupreme authority The Pope 
has supreme authority over the Catholic Church.supreme power The emperor 
had supreme power, and was treated as a god.the Supreme Court (=the most 

important court of law in Britain, the US, and some other countries) The Supreme 
Court rejected his appeal.a Supreme Being also a Supreme Deity literary (=God, or 
the most important god) He did not believe in any kind of Supreme Being.the 

Supreme Commander (=the military officer who is in charge of a group of 
armies) As Supreme Commander of the Allied forces, Eisenhower planned the invasion 

of Europe.the supreme leader (=used to refer to the political leader of Iran, North 
Korea, and some organizations) The supreme leader of the Taliban refused to hold 
peace talks.2. the greatest possiblesupreme + NOUNSa supreme effort It took 

a supreme effort to stay awake.a supreme example The cathedral is a supreme 
example of Gothic architecture.a supreme achievement This painting is the 
artist’s supreme achievement.a supreme test The race is a supreme test of skill, 

stamina, and endurance.PHRASESa matter of supreme importance I’m here to see 
the prime minister on a matter of supreme importance.make the supreme 
sacrifice (=die in battle) He paid tribute to the many soldiers who had made the 

supreme sacrifice. 

sure /ʃɔː $ ʃʊr/ adjective  confident that you know something or that something is 

true or correctADVERBSabsolutely sure also quite sure formal Are you quite sure you 
have all the information you require?pretty sure (=almost sure) I’m pretty sure it was 

the same woman who called the office last week.not quite/entirely sure also not 
altogether sure formal “What are these little objects?” “I’m not entirely sure.”not 

exactly sure I’m not exactly sure when the meeting is.not very/too sure Make a list 
of any words or phrases whose meaning you are not too sure about.not at all sure By 
now, we were not at all sure where we were.VERBSfeel sure I felt sure I’d seen her 
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before.seem/appear sure She seemed very sure that her information was 

correct.look/sound sure Was it really ten o’clock when you left? You 
don’t sound very sure.PREPOSITIONSsure about sth I can’t be sure about the time he 

arrived.sure of sth His wife was angry about something – he was sure 
of that.PHRASESmake sure (=to check that something is true or something has been 
done) I think I locked the door but I’d better make sure.I’m not sure “What time does 

the show start?” “I’m not sure.”sure enough spoken (=used for saying that you 
expected something to happen) I didn’t think he’d miss a party like this and, sure 

enough, there he was.THESAURUS: surecertaincompletely sure. Certain is more 

formal than sure, and it is very commonly used in writing:The police were certain  

that they had found the killer. | I think he’s married, but I’m not certain  

about it.convincedsure that something is true, even though you cannot prove 

it:She became convinced that her boyfriend was seeing someone else. | Brown’s wife  

was convinced of his innocence.positive especially spokencompletely sure that  

something is true, especially when other people are not sure:She said she was positive 

that the exam was next Tuesday. | I’m absolutely positive I haven’t made a  

mistake.satisfiedsure that you know the truth about something that has happened,  

because you have enough information:The authorities are now satisfied that her death  

was an accident. | I was satisfied by her explanation of events.confidentsure that  

something good will happen or that you will achieve something:Doctors are confident  

that he’ll make a full recovery. | A spokesman said the government was confident  

of winning the vote.have no doubt also be in no doubtto have no doubts in your  

mind about something:I have no doubt that his story is true. | He was in no doubt  

about what he should do next.knowto have a strong feeling that something is true or  

correct:I just know that she will love this necklace. | When the phone rang, we knew 

something terrible must have happened.  

surface /ˈsɜːfəs, ˈsɜːfɪs $ ˈsɜːr-/ noun  the outside or top layer of 

somethingADJECTIVESa flat surface Put the compass on a flat surface.a hard 
surface The path has a hard surface suitable for wheelchairs.a smooth 

surface Marble provides a cool smooth surface.a shiny surface This type of cloth has 
a shiny surface on one side.a rough surface I touched the rough surface of the stone 
wall.a textured surface (=not smooth, because of its design) Many floor tiles have 

a textured surface to make them less slippery.a slippery surface (=one that could 
cause someone to slide and fall over) The sign read: ‘Beware: slippery surface.’the 
upper/top surface The upper surface of the leaf is dull green.the outer/inner 

surface There are lines on the outer surface of the shell.surface + NOUNSthe surface 
temperature The surface temperature of the water is a few degrees higher.the 
surface layer The surface layer of the soil is only a few centimetres thick.VERBSbreak 

the surface (=go through the surface) From our boat, we watched as this enormous 
whale broke the surface of the water.PREPOSITIONSthe surface of sth Sunlight 
reflected off the surface of the water.on the surface Litter was floating on the 

surface of the lake.below/beneath/under the surface These divers can stay below 
the surface for more than ten minutes. 
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surgery /ˈsɜːdʒəri $ ˈsɜːr-/ noun  medical treatment in which a surgeon cuts 

open your body to repair or remove something insideADJECTIVESmajor/minor 
surgery He will require major surgery to remove the lump.cosmetic/plastic 
surgery (=to improve someone’s appearance) More and more people are choosing to 

have plastic surgery.elective surgery formal (=surgery that is not necessary, but you 
choose to have) There are often long waiting times for elective surgery.NOUNS 

+ surgeryheart/knee/brain etc surgery She is now fit again after knee 

surgery.emergency surgery (=done quickly, in an emergency) The teenager 
underwent emergency surgery after a bullet pierced her lung.laser surgery (=done 
using a laser) The doctor suggested laser surgery to improve her eyesight.keyhole 

surgery (=done through a very small hole in the skin) The operation can be done 
using keyhole surgery.VERBShave surgery also undergo surgery formal She had 
surgery on her hip last year. | He underwent surgery to remove a bullet from his 

chest.carry out/do surgery also perform surgery formal The patient has a chance 
to meet the doctor who will carry out the surgery. | We had to do emergency surgery to 
stop the bleeding.Don’t say make surgery.need surgery also require 

surgery formal He is likely to need surgery in the near future.await 
surgery formal (=be waiting to have surgery) This is a ward for patients awaiting 

surgery.PREPOSITIONSsurgery on sth It is likely she will need surgery on her 
knee.surgery for sth He needed emergency surgery for a gunshot wound.in 
surgery (=having surgery) The patient was still in surgery. 

surprise1 /səˈpraɪz $ sər-/ noun  1. an unexpected or unusual 

eventADJECTIVESa big/great surprise The results were a big surprise.a 
complete/total surprise The news came as a complete surprise.a 
nice/pleasant/lovely surprise It’s a lovely surprise to see you.an 

unpleasant/nasty surprise We don’t want any unpleasant surprises.a real 
surprise It was a real surprise to see his name appear on my computer screen.a 
welcome surprise (=one that you are pleased to get) Her last-minute help was a 

welcome surprise.an unwelcome surprise (=one that you did not want) Finding 
personal information about himself on the internet was an unwelcome 
surprise.VERBSget/have/receive a surprise We got a surprise when we arrived home 

and found him waiting for us.come as a surprise (=be surprising) The 
announcement came as a surprise to most people.give sb a surprise He bought the 

ring because he wanted to give her a surprise.have a surprise for sb (=be planning to 
give someone a surprise) I think Jenny might have a surprise for you.spring a 
surprise (on sb) (=give someone a surprise) The chairman sprang a surprise this 

week by announcing his intention to quit.surprise + NOUNSa surprise 
visit Environmental health inspectors made a surprise visit to the restaurant.a 
surprise party His friends had planned a surprise party for him.a surprise 

announcement In a surprise announcement, the company said they were withdrawing 
their planning application.a surprise victory She came to power in 1977, after a 
surprise victory in the general election.a surprise attack Instead they launched a 

successful surprise attack on the castle.a surprise move (=an unexpected action) In a 
surprise move, the government lifted the ban on arms exports to the 
country.PREPOSITIONSa surprise to sb The results were a surprise to many people.a 

surprise for sb Her visit was a lovely surprise for everyone.PHRASEScome as 
no/little surprise (=not be surprising) It came as no surprise when Lester got the 
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job.be in for a surprise (=be going to have a surprise) Compare our prices. You’ll be 

in for a pleasant surprise.there’s a surprise in store (for sb) (=something 
unexpected is going to happen) There were plenty more surprises in store for him.an 

element of surprise (=a part of something that is a surprise) He ruined the element 
of surprise by telling Jane about the party.2. the feeling you have when something 
happens which you did not expectPHRASESto sb’s surprise (=used when saying that 

someone is surprised by something) To everyone’s surprise, they announced that they 
were getting married.ADJECTIVESgreat surprise The news will not cause any great 
surprise.mild surprise She looked at him in mild surprise.complete/utter 

surprise To my utter surprise, I won first prize for my essay.genuine surprise There 
was genuine surprise in his voice.VERBScause surprise The decision caused 
surprise among government officials.express surprise She expressed surprise when I 

said that I was coming with her.take/catch sb by surprise (=make someone feel 
very surprised) His sudden departure took Anna by surprise.hide your surprise “Of 
course I knew about it,” I said, trying to hide my surprise.feign surprise (=pretend 

that you are surprised) “Are the diamonds fake?” she asked, feigning 
surprise.PREPOSITIONSsurprise at sth Palmerston’s surprise at the announcement 
seems genuine.in/with surprise Shelley looked at him with surprise. 

surprise2 /səˈpraɪz $ sər-/ verb  to make someone feel surprised: His strange 

question surprised her.ADVERBSalways surprises sb The beautiful colour of the sea 
always surprises me.PHRASESit doesn’t surprise me It doesn’t surprise me that he 

won – he’s a very good player.it wouldn’t surprise me (if sth happened) It wouldn’t 
surprise me if he married Jo.what surprises sb most What surprised me most was 

that she didn’t seem to care.THESAURUS: surpriseamazeto greatly surprise  

someone, for example because something is very good, unusual, or hard to believe:He 

amazed everyone with his skill. | It amazes me that no one has thought of the idea 

before.astonishto greatly surprise someone:Myra astonished her doctors by 

recovering so quickly.astoundto greatly surprise or shock someone. Astound sounds  

a little more formal and a little stronger than astonish:What astounded him was their  

inefficiency.take sb by surpriseto happen at an unexpected time, so that people are 

surprised or unprepared:Security men were taken by surprise as the man ran onto the 

stage. | His resignation took us by surprise.startleto make someone feel surprised or  

slightly frightened by doing something they did not expect:The wind made the door  

shut with a crash, which startled her. | Sudden movements may startle the horse.  

surprised /səˈpraɪzd $ sər-/ adjective  having a feeling of 

surpriseADVERBSreally surprised I was really surprised when he said he was leaving 

the company.greatly surprised (=very surprised) No-one was greatly surprised to 
hear they were getting divorced.pleasantly/agreeably surprised (=surprised and 
pleased) You will probably be pleasantly surprised at how easy the job is.a little 

surprised They were a little surprised by the study’s findings.mildly 
surprised (=slightly surprised) He looked mildly surprised by the question.genuinely 
surprised She seemed genuinely surprised to have won.not exactly 

surprised spoken (=not surprised at all, because you expected something to 
happen) To be honest, I’m not exactly surprised we lost.NOUNSa surprised 

look/expression We were amused by the surprised look on her 
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face.PREPOSITIONSsurprised by sth We were surprised by people’s angry reaction to 

the proposal.surprised at sth They were surprised at how expensive the meal 
was.PHRASESsurprised to find/learn/hear I was surprised to learn that this very 

English-looking woman is actually French.surprised to see We were surprised to 
see him back at work so soon after his illness.I wouldn’t be surprised spoken (=used 
for saying that you expect something to happen) I wouldn’t be surprised if she never 

spoke to you again after the way you treated her.don’t be surprised 
if... spoken (=used for warning someone that something might happen) Don’t be 

surprised if you don’t get a reply straight away.THESAURUS: 

surprisedamazedextremely surprised, especially by something good or by 

something that seems hard to believe:I’m amazed that he survived. | You’ll be amazed  

when you see the difference. | I was amazed by the change in her  

behaviour.astonishedextremely surprised:He was astonished by how much she had 

changed. | She had an astonished look on her face.astoundedextremely surprised or  

shocked. Astounded sounds a little more formal and a little stronger  

than astonished:We were astounded by how much it  

cost.staggered/flabbergasted/dumbfoundedextremely surprised or  

shocked:“What?” I said, utterly staggered by his answer (=completely surprised or  

shocked). | She just sat there looking flabbergasted.stunnedso surprised that you do 

not know what to do or say:I was too stunned to protest. | Everyone seemed stunned 

by his outburst. | They listened in stunned silence.speechlessso surprised that you 

cannot speak:I was speechless when I heard that I’d won.taken abacksurprised by 

what someone says or does, so that you are not sure how to react:I was a little taken 

aback by her question. | Sharpe was somewhat taken aback by the girl's  

directness.nonplussed /nɒnˈplʌst $ nɑːn-/ formalsurprised and a little confused:She 

was nonplussed by such an odd question.gobsmacked BrE informalextremely  

surprised – a very informal use:I was absolutely gobsmacked when they told me I had 

passed my driving test - I was sure that I had failed.  

surprising /səˈpraɪzɪŋ $ sər-/ adjective  if something is surprising, you do not 

expect it to happenADVERBSrather/somewhat surprising The results of the survey 
were somewhat surprising.a little surprising It was a little surprising the group did so 

well last year.hardly/scarcely surprising also not altogether surprising (=not 
surprising – used when saying that you expected something to happen) It’s hardly 
surprising that the government is so unpopular.VERBSseem surprising It seems 

surprising that he’s not married.find sth surprising Some people may find the book 
rather surprising.NOUNSa surprising number/amount of sth A surprising number of 
books have been written about the subject.a surprising lack There is a surprising 

lack of research into the disease.a surprising twist (=a surprising part of a 
story) There is a surprising twist at the end of the film.a surprising 
omission (=something you are surprised has not been included) There are one or two 

surprising omissions from the list.PREPOSITIONSsurprising to sb It is not surprising 

to me that the jury found him guilty.THESAURUS: 
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surprisingastonishing/astoundingvery surprising. Astounding sounds a little  

more formal and a little stronger than astonishing:The results of the tests were 

astounding. | Things are changing at an astonishing speed. | The child has already 

read an astounding number of books. | The games have cost an astonishing amount of  

money. | There is an astonishing variety of scenery in England. | The opera  

achieved astounding success.extraordinaryvery unusual and surprising:It is  

extraordinary that such a young boy should be so good at maths. | Recently,  

however, something extraordinary has happened. | The extraordinary events of the 

last few days had increased Jack's confidence. | She has an extraordinary ability to  

concentrate on what she is doing. | The US faces an extraordinary amount of  

problems. | Part of the extraordinary success of this book may be attributed to skilful  

marketing.amazingvery surprising – used especially about good or impressive 

things:It’s amazing what you can do when you really try. | When we explored the 

house and garden, it was amazing how little had changed. | The human brain is  

an amazing thing. | Corfu is a really beautiful island and there is an amazing amount of  

things to do and see. | It was an amazing achievement for someone so 

young. | His amazing story became the subject of a Hollywood film.staggeringvery  

surprising, especially by being so large:The project cost a staggering $8 million. | The 

kitchen is beautifully designed and has a staggering amount of storage space. | He left  

a personal fortune of $130 million, which was a staggering sum in those 

days. | Patients could be faced with a staggering increase in  

costs.unbelievable also incredibleso surprising that you can hardly believe it:It is  

unbelievable that she is only the same age as me. | The incredible thing is that he 

thinks he is ugly. | The conference required an unbelievable amount of planning. | The 

film's makers have been astonished by its incredible success.  

surrender /səˈrendə $ -ər/ verb  to say officially that you want to stop fighting, 

because you realize that you cannot win: The terrorists were given ten minutes to 

surrender. Germany surrendered on May 7th, 1945.ADVERBSsurrender 
unconditionally (=completely, without asking for any special 

conditions) Japan surrendered unconditionally, after the US dropped atomic bombs on 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki.formally surrender The rebels formally surrendered and the 
war ended.PREPOSITIONSsurrender to sb The hijackers surrendered to the 

authorities.THESAURUS: surrendergive into accept that you cannot win a  

game, argument, fight etc and stop trying to win it:The players refused to give in and 

eventually won the game 4–3 in extra time. | The negotiations went on for days and 

neither side was prepared to give in. | In the end I gave in and agreed to their  

suggestion.admit/accept defeatto accept that you have not won something, or that  

you are unable to do something:In July 1905, Russia admitted defeat in its war with  

Japan. | She still wanted to run for the presidency and refused to accept  

defeat.concede formalto say that you are not going to win a game, argument, election  
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etc, so that it officially ends:Davis has conceded defeat in the election. | He was forced 

to concede the match.  

surrounding /səˈraʊndɪŋ/ adverb  THESAURUS > near 

surroundings /səˈraʊndɪŋz/ noun  the objects, buildings, or natural things that 

are around you in the place where you areADJECTIVESfamiliar surroundings (=a 
place that you know well) He was relieved to be back in familiar surroundings after 
travelling for so long.unfamiliar/strange surroundings If a baby wakes up 

in unfamiliar surroundings, it may cry.sth’s immediate surroundings (=the area near 
to a place) The police began a search of the farm and its immediate surroundings.sb’s 
new surroundings It took me a while to settle in to my new surroundings and get to 

know people.sth’s natural surroundings (=where an animal normally lives) We came 
here to study the creature in its natural surroundings.beautiful/pleasant 
surroundings (=used especially about beautiful countryside) We are very fortunate to 

live in such beautiful surroundings.idyllic surroundings (=so beautiful as to seem 
perfect) They held a wedding reception for 200 guests in idyllic 
surroundings.comfortable surroundings (=used about a room or building, especially 

a hotel) It’s the ideal place to spend a relaxing holiday in comfortable 
surroundings.elegant/stylish surroundings (=used about expensive or fashionable 
hotels or houses) Guests at the hotel dine in elegant 

surroundings.luxurious/magnificent/sumptuous/opulent surroundings (=very 
expensive and comfortable) He felt out of place in the opulent surroundings of the 
palace.rural surroundings (=the countryside) The road continues out of the town into 

more rural surroundings.urban surroundings (=large cities) The children were used 
to more urban surroundings and had never seen a real cow before.VERBSblend/fit in 
with the surroundings (=look like the surroundings) He wants the building to blend 

in with its surroundings.survey/examine/explore your surroundings (=look at 
them) He switched on the light and examined his surroundings.adapt to your 
surroundings (=change and be successful there) The troops had to adapt to their 

new surroundings quickly.PREPOSITIONSin ... surroundings The same piece of 
furniture can look completely different in different surroundings. 

surveillance /səˈveɪləns $ sər-/ noun  when the police, army etc watch a 

person or place carefully because they may be connected with criminal 

activities GrammarSurveillance is often used in the phrase under  

surveillance. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + surveillanceconstant surveillance Prisoners 

were under constant surveillance.close surveillance He was not immediately arrested 
but was kept under close surveillance.electronic surveillance Information 

from electronic surveillance showed that the man was involved in selling drugs.covert 
surveillance (=done secretly) The evidence had been obtained by covert 
surveillance.video/camera/satellite surveillance More and more public areas are 

kept under video surveillance.police/government surveillance The man had been 
under police surveillance for some time.VERBSkeep/place sb/sth under 
surveillance (=watch them) The suspects were kept under surveillance.carry out 

surveillance also conduct surveillance formal The man was disturbed by guards who 
were carrying out surveillance on the base.surveillance + NOUNSa surveillance 
operation A police surveillance operation had been taking place at the house.a 
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surveillance system A new video surveillance system has been installed.a 

surveillance camera Surveillance cameras in the restaurant showed the two men 
talking.surveillance equipment Using sophisticated surveillance equipment, they are 

able to monitor the movements of suspected terrorists.a surveillance 
plane/aircraft Australian surveillance aircraft may soon assist in spotting pirate ships 
entering the waters.a surveillance flight The US has increased surveillance 

flights along the border.a surveillance team A private surveillance team had been 
hired to follow him.PREPOSITIONSunder surveillance The group had been under 
surveillance by the security services.surveillance of sb/sth Police 

conducting surveillance of a stolen car saw two men getting into it.surveillance by 
sb The suspect disappeared despite surveillance by the police. 

survey AC /ˈsɜːveɪ $ ˈsɜːr-/ noun  a set of questions that you ask a large number 

of people in order to find out about their opinions or behaviourADJECTIVESa 

recent/new survey According to a recent survey, students buy an average of 11 
books a year for their courses.an annual survey Every council will be required to 
conduct an annual survey of residents.a national/nationwide survey A national 

survey revealed that one in four 15-year-olds smokes regularly.a 
full/comprehensive/extensive survey We conducted an extensive survey asking 

patients to suggest ways in which the service could be improved.a detailed 
survey The author carried out a detailed survey of 32 organizations in Japan and 
Korea.a quick/brief survey They did a quick survey of visitors to the museum.a 

preliminary survey (=it happens before something more important) A preliminary 
survey revealed that most fans were in favour of the club moving to a bigger 
stadium.NOUNS + surveyan opinion survey Opinion surveys showed consistently that 

unemployment remained a matter of concern.a customer survey They have begun to 
listen carefully to their customers through customer surveys.VERBScarry out/do a 
survey also conduct a survey formal The survey was carried out by Warwick 

University.take part in/participate in a survey Over 2,000 participants took part 
in the survey.complete a survey The survey only takes about ten minutes 
to complete.publish a survey The survey will be published in the ‘British Medical 

Journal’.a survey shows/reveals sth Our survey showed that many women are 
afraid to go out alone at night.a survey finds sth A survey found that 37% of students 
were born outside the country.a survey suggests sth The survey suggests that young 

men today spend more time thinking about their careers.PREPOSITIONSa survey of 
sth According to a survey of city residents, garbage collection was the city service 
people liked most.in a survey In a recent survey, orchids were voted the nation’s most 

popular houseplant.PHRASESbased on/according to a survey According to a survey, 
house prices have risen by 1.5% in the last three months.the results/findings of a 
survey The results of the survey have not yet been analysed.a survey of the 

literature Near the beginning of your thesis you should include a survey of the 
literature published on the subject. 

survival AC /səˈvaɪvəl $ sər-/ noun  a situation in which someone or something 

continues to live or existADJECTIVESlong-term survival (=someone’s or something’s 
ability to continue to exist for a long time) The long-term survival of the organization is 
at risk.economic survival The country depends on tourism for its economic 

survival.political survival The prime minister is fighting for his political 
survival.continued survival The continued survival of this species of dolphin seems 
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uncertain.survival + NOUNSthe survival rate The survival rate of these animals when 

they are returned to the wild is low.sb’s survival instinct (=a natural ability to know 
how to survive) My survival instinct told me to run.survival skills They 

learned survival skills from the local Indian tribe.a survival strategy What’s the 
best survival strategy for small businesses in a recession?a survival kit (=a set of 
equipment that will keep you alive in dangerous conditions) Nobody should go into this 

desert without a survival kit and plenty of water.VERBSfight/struggle for 
survival Many construction companies are fighting for survival.ensure the survival of 
sth/sb (=make sure they survive) Controlling land development would ensure the 

survival of many types of wildlife.owe your survival to sb/sth The 
frogs owe their survival to a conservation programme.PREPOSITIONSthe survival of 
sth/sb The new laws are designed to ensure the survival of these tigers.PHRASESsb’s 

chance(s) of survival also sb’s survival chances He knew that his chances of 
survival were small.sb’s fight/struggle/battle for survival Their lives had been one 
long struggle for survival.the survival of the fittest (=the strongest will survive – first 

used by Charles Darwin) Evolution is all about the survival of the fittest. 

survive AC /səˈvaɪv $ sər-/ verb  to continue to live or exist, especially after 

something bad has happenedPHRASESbe lucky to survive (sth) He was lucky to 

survive the crash.be likely/unlikely to survive (sth) We were told that the baby 
would be unlikely to survive.manage to survive Despite economic recession, most 
companies have managed to survive.struggle to survive People are struggling to 

survive in freezing conditions.NOUNSsurvive an attack The man died but his two 
children survived the attack.survive an ordeal She survived the ordeal, and was able 
to identify her attacker.survive a crash 61 of the 396 passengers on the 

plane survived the crash.survive a fire This is one of the sixteenth-century houses 
which survived the fire.survive an assassination attempt The General had 
already survived one assassination attempt.survive a war Many of these fine paintings 

did not survive the war.survive the winter The weaker birds will not survive the 
winter.survive cancer In 1971, only 38% of patients survived 
cancer.ADJECTIVESsurvive unscathed (=without being hurt – used about people) He 

was grateful to survive unscathed.survive intact (=without being damaged – used 
about things) Unfortunately, few of the manuscripts have survived intact.ADVERBSsth 
still survives This fifteenth-century building still survives.miraculously survive 

(sth) (=in a way that is lucky and very unexpected) One victim miraculously 
survived despite being shot 18 times.barely survive (sth) Many of the towns barely 
survived the air raids.somehow survive (sth) (=in a way that you cannot 

explain) The glass bottle had somehow survived the journey intact. 

suspect1 /səˈspekt/ verb  to think that something is probably true, especially 

something badADVERBSstrongly suspect sth I strongly suspect the rumour may be 

true.never suspect sth Her parents never suspected she was pregnant.be widely 
suspected (=by many people) He is widely suspected of ordering the massacre.have 
always suspected sth also have suspected sth all along (=all the time) Police 

had suspected all along that the husband was the murderer.have long suspected 
sth (=for a long time) People have long suspected that he was involved in the 
princess’s death.NOUNSsuspect murder The police do not suspect murder at this 

stage.suspect foul play (=think that something bad or illegal has been done, 
especially that someone has been murdered) We were told it was an accident but many 
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people suspected foul play.PREPOSITIONSsuspect sb of 

sth They suspected her of being a spy.PHRASESbegin to suspect sth I was beginning 
to suspect that she didn’t love me at all.have reason to suspect sth Do 

you have any reason to suspect that he is not telling the truth? 

suspect2 /ˈsʌspekt/ noun  someone who is thought to be guilty of a 

crimeADJECTIVESthe main/chief/prime suspect She was the prime suspect in a 
murder case.the number one suspect (=the main suspect) The person who finds the 

body is often the number one suspect.a possible/potential suspect The police have 
drawn up a list of possible suspects.a likely suspect For a shooting like this, the Mafia 
were always the likely suspects.NOUNS + suspecta murder/burglary/terror etc 

suspect The murder suspect is a man in his early 20s.VERBSarrest a 
suspect Detectives arrested the suspect after a five-day operation.detain a 
suspect (=keep them under arrest at a police station 

etc) Two suspects were detained for further questioning.name sb as a suspect A 
British man was yesterday named as a suspect in the 
bombings.question/interrogate/interview a suspect Police confirmed that 

six suspects are being questioned.PREPOSITIONSa suspect in sth The 24-year-old 
man is the chief suspect in a recent bomb attack. 

suspend /səˈspend/ verb  THESAURUS > stop1 (3) 

suspicion /səˈspɪʃən/ noun  1. a feeling that someone is probably guilty of doing 

something wrong or dishonestVERBShave your suspicions Many of us had our 
suspicions about him, but we couldn’t prove anything.harbour a 

suspicion BrE formal harbor a suspicion AmE formal (=have a suspicion) He 
began harbouring suspicions about his wife’s male colleagues.confirm sb’s 
suspicions (=show that someone’s suspicions were right) The letter confirmed my 

suspicions that she had lied.arouse suspicion also raise suspicions (=make people 
think that someone has done something wrong) How was he able to kill his victims 
without arousing suspicion?allay/dispel suspicion formal (=make people stop having 

suspicions) A public statement will help to allay people’s suspicions.divert 
suspicion (=make people have suspicions about someone else) He started the rumour 
to divert suspicion from himself.regard sb with suspicion His activities were regarded 

with suspicion by detectives.suspicion falls on sb Suspicion fell on a young man who 
had been seen near the scene of the crime.PHRASESbe/come under suspicion (=be 
thought to have probably done something wrong) He was still under suspicion of 

fraud.grounds for suspicion (=reasons for suspicion) Police can stop and search you 
if they have grounds for suspicion.above/beyond suspicion (=so honest that you are 
never thought to have done something wrong) He regarded his old friend as above 

suspicion.on suspicion of sth (=because the police think you have committed a 
crime) He was arrested on suspicion of involvement in the robbery.the finger of 
suspicion points to sb (=used for saying who you are suspicious of) At first, the 

finger of suspicion pointed very clearly to the dead man’s wife.2. a feeling you have 
that something is true, especially something badADJECTIVESa strong suspicion She 
had a strong suspicion he was lying.a sneaking suspicion (=used when you think 

something is probably true) We have a sneaking suspicion they’re trying to put together 
a deal without us.a nasty/awful suspicion I had a nasty suspicion that she was 
right.not have the slightest suspicion (=someone did not know about something at 

all) He never had the slightest suspicion that she was in love with him.a vague 
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suspicion (=very slight) I had the vague suspicion that she was enjoying my 

embarrassment.a nagging suspicion (=one that you have all the time) I had 
a nagging suspicion that he wasn’t telling me the whole truth.VERBShave a 

suspicion I have a suspicion that he forgot to post the letter.suspicion 
grows Suspicion grew that we were going to lose our jobs. 

suspicious /səˈspɪʃəs/ adjective  1. thinking that someone might be guilty of 

doing something wrong or dishonestADVERBSdeeply/highly suspicious (=extremely 

suspicious) People are deeply suspicious of politicians.increasingly 
suspicious (=more and more suspicious) She had grown increasingly suspicious about 
Deng’s relationship with her husband.a little suspicious also a bit 

suspicious informal The singer is a little suspicious of journalists.VERBSbecome 
suspicious The driver became suspicious when the man refused to say where he 
wanted to go.make sb suspicious His quiet life made the police suspicious.NOUNSa 

suspicious look/expression/glance She gave me a suspicious glance.a suspicious 
mind I’m not interested in his money – you’ve got a very suspicious 
mind!PREPOSITIONSsuspicious of sb/sth I was suspicious of her motives.suspicious 

about sth His colleagues became suspicious about his behaviour.2. if someone or 
something seems suspicious, they make you think that something dishonest or illegal is 

happeningADVERBSdeeply/highly suspicious (=extremely suspicious) The two men 
were behaving in a highly suspicious manner.a little suspicious also a bit 
suspicious informal It may look a little suspicious if we ask him about the 

money.NOUNSa suspicious character There were some suspicious characters 
standing outside the house.suspicious behaviour/activities Keep a close watch for 
any suspicious behaviour.a suspicious package/object (=one that might contain a 

bomb) If you see a suspicious package, contact the police immediately.a suspicious 
death (=in which someone may have been murdered) The authorities are questioning 
a man over the suspicious death of a woman in Strabane.VERBSseem/look 

suspicious This guy looked suspicious, with his crazy clothing and his long hair.treat 
sth as suspicious The police are treating the boy’s death as suspicious.PHRASESin 
suspicious circumstances The man disappeared in suspicious 

circumstances.something/anything suspicious Did you notice anything suspicious 

about him?THESAURUS: 

suspiciousdubiousclaim | reputation | record | circumstancesif something  

seems dubious, you think it may not be completely true, right, or honest:In the 

advertisements, the company made dubious claims about its products. | The former  

nightclub owner has a rather dubious reputation. | The country has a dubious record  

on human rights. | He became president in dubious circumstances. | It all sounds 

highly dubious to me.shadydeal | charactershady business deals or people seem to  

be dishonest or connected with secret and illegal activities:Several senior members of  

the party had been involved in shady deals. | There were some shady characters in the 

bar.shiftylook | eyessomeone who looks shifty looks as if they are doing or planning  

something dishonest:The man on the market stall gave me a shifty look. | He had a  

thin face and shifty eyes. | The man sitting opposite her looked 

shifty.dodgy BrE informaldeal | character | peopleprobably dishonest or not able to  
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be trusted:He was involved in some rather dodgy business deals. | There are a lot of  

dodgy people in politics. | There' s something dodgy about him - I'd be careful if I were  

you.  

sustainable AC /səˈsteɪnəbəl/ adjective  able to continue without using up 

resources and causing damage to the 
environmentADVERBSenvironmentally/ecologically sustainable We must find 
methods of intensive farming that are environmentally sustainable.NOUNSsustainable 

development The UN wants to encourage sustainable development in 
Africa.sustainable agriculture/farming/forestry The government should do more 
to promote sustainable agriculture.sustainable energy We need to move towards 

greener, more sustainable energy.sustainable tourism A policy of sustainable 
tourism would be welcomed in the Himalayas.sustainable transport Sustrans is a 
cycling charity which campaigns for sustainable transport in cities.a sustainable 

future He believes that this type of fuel offers the most sustainable future for the 
planet.a sustainable source Make sure you buy wood that has come from sustainable 
sources.a sustainable lifestyle Many people are interested in living a 

more sustainable lifestyle.sustainable living The group is calling for a strategy 

for sustainable living.THESAURUS: sustainable→ environmentally friendly 

sweat1 /swet/ noun  salty liquid that comes out through your skin when you are 

hot etcVERBS + sweatbe dripping with sweat After two hours’ climbing, their bodies 
were dripping with sweat.wipe the sweat from your brow/forehead He wiped the 

sweat from his brow and carried on digging.be drenched/soaked with 
sweat (=covered in a lot of sweat) His shirt was drenched with sweat.wake (up) in a 
sweat (=used when saying that someone is sweating when they wake up) I woke in a 

sweat at five o’clock.break (into) a sweat (=begin to sweat when you are doing 
exercise or work) He can run five miles without even breaking into a sweat.glisten 
with sweat (=be wet and shiny with sweat) His chest glistened with sweat.sweat + 

VERBSsweat runs/pours somewhere My hand was shaking 
and sweat was pouring off my forehead.sweat trickles somewhere (=flows slowly) I 
could feel the sweat trickling down my back.sweat stands out on sb’s 

forehead (=there are drops of sweat on someone’s forehead) He looked exhausted 
and sweat stood out on his forehead.ADJECTIVESstale sweat (=old and smelling 
bad) The men’s changing room smelt of stale sweat.PHRASESbe wet/damp with 

sweat She had been exercising and her hair was damp with sweat.beads of 
sweat (=small round drops of sweat) There were beads of sweat on his forehead.a 
trickle of sweat (=sweat that is flowing somewhere) A trickle of sweat ran down my 

neck. 

sweat2 /swet/ verb  to have drops of salty liquid coming out through your skin 

because you are hot, ill, frightened, or doing exerciseADVERBSsweat a lot I sweat a lot 

when I’m exercising.sweat heavily also sweat profusely formal (=a lot) By the time 
I reached the station, I was sweating profusely.sweat slightly The palms of his hands 
were sweating slightly.VERBS + sweatbegin/start to sweat also begin/start 

sweating I started sweating as soon as I walked out of the air-conditioned 
building.make sb sweat Running up the hill had made him sweat.wake up 
sweating Alix had a bad dream and woke up sweating.NOUNS + sweatsb’s 

palms/hands are sweating Her palms started sweating and her heart started 
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thumping.sb’s feet are sweating Her feet were sweating in her heavy 

boots.PHRASESsweat with fear/anxiety/effort She hid behind the door, sweating 
with fear.sweat blood (=work very hard to achieve something) He sweated 

blood trying to build up the business. 

sweater /ˈswetə $ -ər/ noun  a piece of warm wool or cotton clothing with long 

sleeves, which covers the top half of your bodyADJECTIVES/NOUNS + sweatera 
thick/chunky sweater Joe had on a thick sweater under his coat.a warm 

sweater You’d better bring a warm sweater because it gets cold at night.a baggy 
sweater (=that fits your body loosely) He was wearing an old baggy sweater and 
jeans.a V-neck sweater also a V-necked sweater (=with a collar shaped like a V)a 

crew neck sweater (=with a round collar)a polo-neck sweater also a roll-neck 
sweater BrE a turtleneck sweater AmE (=with a high collar that covers most of the 
neck)VERBSbe wearing a sweater also have on a sweater He was wearing a 

blue sweater and black trousers.put on a sweater It’s cold – you should put 
on a sweater.pull on your sweater (=put it on quickly) I pulled on my sweater, tied 
my laces, and left.take off your sweater Louise took off her sweater and put it on the 

chair.knit a sweater (=make one) His mother knitted him a new sweater for the 

winter. In British English, the word jumper is very often used instead of sweater.  

sweet /swiːt/ adjective  1. having a taste like sugar: This tea is too sweet. sweet 

juicy peaches I like sweet wine with dessert.THESAURUS: sweetsugarysweet  

because a lot of sugar has been added:Sugary foods are bad for your teeth. | You must  

not eat too many sugary snacks. | Dentists want to fight tooth decay in babies by 

warning parents about sugary drinks.sickly BrEtasting unpleasantly sweet:The dessert  

was rather sweet and sickly. | a sickly sweet fruit drinkcloyingtasting or smelling  

unpleasantly sweet:The dishes still contained the cloying smell of fish oil. | I find  

strawberry and peach drinks too cloying.2. kind→ kind2 

swift /swɪft/ adjective  THESAURUS > fast1 (1) 

swim /swɪm/ verb  to move yourself through water using your arms and 

legsPHRASESgo swimming Let’s go swimming tomorrow.swim against the 
current/tide She had to swim against a strong current to reach the rocks.VERBScan 

swim Can you swim?learn (how) to swim I learned to swim when I was young.teach 
sb (how) to swim That summer, Fabio taught her how to swim.know how to 
swim The kids know how to swim, but they’re not strong swimmers.be able to 

swim It was fortunate that you were able to swim.PREPOSITIONS/ADVERBSswim in 
sth That afternoon, we swam in the pool.swim across sth He swam across the lake to 
the island.swim ashore (=to the shore of the sea, lake, or river) Luckily, she managed 

to swim ashore.swim away The seals swam away as the boat approached. Instead of  

saying go swimming, you can also say go for a swim: Do you want to go for a  

swim tomorrow?  

swing1 /swɪŋ/ verb  1. to move forwards and backwards or from one side to 

another from a particular point, or to make something do thisADVERBSswing (sth) 

back and forth He was swinging his bag back and forth.swing (sth) from side to 
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side She swung her legs from side to side.swing wildly He swung wildly on the rope, 

reaching out desperately with his feet.swing freely He walked along, his 
arms swinging freely.NOUNSsb’s arms/legs/feet swing Let your arms swing as you 

walk.swing your arms/legs/feet The girls sat on 
stools swinging their feet.PREPOSITIONSswing sth by sth She was swinging her 
schoolbag by its strap.2. to change quickly and a lotADVERBSswing wildly Her 

mood swung wildly between despair and excitement.NOUNSsb’s mood 
swings My mood swung from tears of despair to elation.the pendulum 
swings (=used for saying that ideas, beliefs etc change regularly) The pendulum 

swung back to using phonics to teach reading.fortune swings Fortune swung New 
Zealand’s way.PREPOSITIONSswing from sth to sth He swung 
from optimism to despair with alarming speed.swing towards The political power 

balance has swung towards the right. 

swing2 /swɪŋ/ noun  THESAURUS > change2 

switch1 noun  a piece of equipment that starts or stops the flow of electricity to 

a machine, light etc when you push itNOUNS + switcha light switch He reached for 
the light switch.an on-off switch I couldn’t find the on-off switch.the power 
switch The power switch is on the side of the computer.a dimmer switch (=a switch 

that can change the brightness of a light) The lights in the lounge are on a dimmer 
switch.the mains switch (=one that controls the supply of electricity to a 
house) The mains switch is located inside a cupboard near the front door.VERBSpress a 

switch He pressed a switch on the wall and the door opened.flick/flip a 
switch (=move it so something starts or stops) You start the fan 
by flipping this switch.throw a switch (=move it so something starts or stops, 

especially something big) Could a nuclear war really be started by someone 
just throwing a switch?turn on/off a switch I turned off the switch and the whole 
room went dark.PREPOSITIONSthe switch for sth Where’s the switch for the air 

conditioning?PHRASESat the flick/touch of a switch (=very quickly and easily, with a 
switch) On sunny days, the car roof folds back at the flick of a switch. 

switch2 /swɪtʃ/ verb  1. to make something start or stop working, by pressing 

somethingPREPOSITIONS/ADVERBSswitch sth on Can you switch the television 
on?switch sth off Don’t forget to switch off the computer.switch out the 
light Wycliffe opened the door and waited for her to switch out the lights.2. to change 

from doing or using one thing to doing or using anotherADVERBSswitch 
easily/simply Customers can easily switch from one supplier to another.switch back 
and forth (=repeatedly from one thing to another then back) The actor seems 

uncertain of his accent, switching back and forth between Scottish and Irish.switch 
seamlessly (=so that the change is not noticed) The film switches suddenly 
and seamlessly from comedy to drama.NOUNSswitch sides (=start supporting 

someone or something else) Three senators switched sides and voted against the 
president.switch (your) allegiance (=start supporting someone else) Most of his 
supporters had switched their allegiance to his rival.switch channels (=start watching 

a different TV channel) He quickly switched channels to avoid seeing the result of the 
game.switch tactics If the party loses a lot of popular support, they may have 

to switch tactics.switch your attention/focus to sth After studying French for years, 
he has now switched his attention to Spanish.switch brands Many consumers 
will switch brands to support companies they see as socially responsible.the emphasis 
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switches to sth In the next chapter, the emphasis switches to the wife’s point of 

view.PREPOSITIONSswitch to sth She has switched to tennis as her main sport.switch 
from sth Tourists are now using cash machines abroad, switching from traveller’s 

cheques.switch between sth and sth He switches easily between English and Korean. 

sword /sɔːd $ sɔːrd/ noun [C]  a weapon with a long pointed blade and a 

handleADJECTIVESa short/long sword He held a long sword in his right hand and a 
dagger in his left.a sharp sword Is the sword very sharp?a samurai sword (=used 

by a traditional Japanese fighter) He was killed by a single blow from a samurai sword.a 
ceremonial sword (=used in ceremonies rather than for fighting) Major Woolf took 
the ceremonial sword down from the wall.a wooden/plastic sword (=a child’s 

toy) The children were chasing each other around, waving wooden swords.a great 
sword (=a very big sword) A great king must have a great sword.VERBSbe armed 
with a sword He was attacked by two men armed with swords.carry a sword (=have 

one with you) The pirates all carried swords.draw your sword (=take it out of its 
container) Hearing the noise, the guards drew their swords.raise your sword (=lift it 
up) He raised his sword as if to strike.wield a sword (=hold it ready to attack 

someone) The picture shows a knight wielding a huge sword.swing your 
sword (=move it in order to attack someone) He swung his sword and wounded his 

opponent.sharpen a sword His squire polished his armour 
and sharpened his sword.sword + NOUNSa sword fight If Arthur got into a sword 
fight with this man, he knew he would be killed.a sword stroke (=the act of hitting 

with a sword) He sliced through the wood with a single sword stroke.a sword blade I 
heard the sound of one sword blade hitting another.a sword hilt (=the handle) His 
hand went to his sword hilt.PHRASESbe put to the sword literary (=killed) The people 

of the town were put to the sword by the invading army.fall on your sword (=kill 
yourself, especially using a sword) The Roman general fell on his sword before he could 
be captured. 

syllabus /ˈsɪləbəs/ noun  a plan that says exactly what students at a school or 

college should learn in a subjectADJECTIVESthe national syllabus The national 
syllabus is used in schools all over the country.the official syllabus Classes at the 
School of Dance follow the official syllabus of the British Ballet Association.NOUNS 

+ syllabusan examination syllabus The course is designed to guide students through 
the examination syllabus.the school syllabus The school syllabus is approved by the 

Ministry of Education.the history/biology/geography etc syllabus The history 
syllabus offers students the opportunity to study the major international events of the 
20th century.the course syllabus The course syllabus includes extensive examination 

preparation.VERBSinclude sth on a syllabus Grammar exercises are included 
on the syllabus.take sth off a syllabus Following complaints from parents, the book 
was taken off the syllabus.write a syllabus He wrote the syllabus and selected the 

course materials.teach a syllabus Most schools teach the syllabus designed by the 
state government.follow a syllabus All teachers are obliged to follow the syllabus.a 
syllabus includes/covers sth The syllabus covers all areas of accounting.syllabus + 

NOUNSsyllabus design Teachers learn about syllabus design as part of their 
training.PREPOSITIONSbe on a syllabus Two Shakespeare plays are on the English 
Literature syllabus this year.a syllabus for sth The syllabus for mathematics consists 

of four sections. 
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symbol AC /ˈsɪmbəl/ noun  1. a letter, number, or sign that represents 

something such as a sound, an amount, or a chemical substanceADJECTIVESa 
chemical symbol C is the chemical symbol for carbon.a mathematical symbol The 
Greek letter Pi is used as a mathematical symbol.a special symbol We use a system 

of special symbols to identify different products.a phonetic symbol (=one that 
represents a sound) This phonetic symbol represents the vowel sound used in ‘cup’ and 
‘cuddle’.VERBSa symbol stands for/represents sth In chemistry 

the symbol H represents hydrogen.a symbol means sth What does this symbol 
mean?PREPOSITIONSa symbol for sth A list of the symbols for the different sounds in 
English can be found at the front of the book.2. someone or something that represents 

a particular meaning, quality, or ideaADJECTIVES/NOUNS + symbola national 
symbol The eagle is the national symbol of the USA.a powerful/potent 
symbol (=one that has a strong effect) This shocking photograph became a powerful 

symbol of the horrors of war.a religious/political symbol The cross is an 
important religious symbol for Christians.a traditional symbol Red roses are 
the traditional symbol for love and romance.a universal symbol (=one that is 

understood by everyone) The universal symbol of the Christian Church is the cross.a 
visual symbol (=one that you can see) You can use visual symbols to help the child 

understand what you mean.a sex symbol (=a well-known person who is considered 
very sexually attractive) She has dated sex symbols such as George 
Clooney.PREPOSITIONSa symbol of sth The dove is a symbol of peace. 

symbolic AC /sɪmˈbɒlɪk $ -ˈbɑː-/ adjective  if something is symbolic, it is 

important because of what it representsNOUNSa symbolic gesture/act (=something 
you do that acts as a symbol) The meeting between the two leaders is a symbolic 
gesture of cooperation. | He washes his father’s feet as a symbolic act of kindness and 

respect.symbolic importance/significance/value This place has great symbolic 
importance for Jews, Muslims, and Christians.symbolic power They exploited 
the symbolic power of the national flag.ADVERBSlargely symbolic The vote was largely 

symbolic.purely symbolic Our protest was meant to be purely 
symbolic.highly/deeply symbolic The bishops kiss the Pope’s ring in a gesture that 
is deeply symbolic.PREPOSITIONSsymbolic of sth The design of the palace is symbolic 

of the wealth and power of the princes. 

sympathetic /ˌsɪmpəˈθetɪk◂/ adjective  1. showing that you feel sorry for 

someone who has problemsADVERBSdeeply sympathetic The other officers 

remembered him as a patient and deeply sympathetic man.NOUNSa sympathetic 
listener Jill was a very sympathetic listener.a sympathetic ear (=someone who will 
listen to another person talking about their problems and show that they feel sorry for 

that person) He needs a sympathetic ear.THESAURUS: 

sympatheticcompassionateperson | man | womanwanting to help people who 

are suffering or having problems:He was a compassionate person and sensitive to the 

needs of other people. | The doctor was a kind and compassionate man. | I was  

allowed to go home on compassionate grounds (=because something bad has  

happened to someone and they need time off work, especially because someone they 

know is very ill or has  

died).understandingperson | man | woman | boss | look | smilenot getting angry  
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with someone or criticizing them, because you can see that they have problems:His  

wife must be a very tolerant and understanding person. | I have had a lot of time off  

work, but luckily my boss is very understanding. | She gave me an understanding  

look. | "I'll tell them you can't come," Rachel said with an understanding smile. | I'm 

sure the authorities will be understanding about your  

situation.caringperson | man | woman | family | mother | father | parent | staff 

| look | attitudecaring about other people’s feelings and wanting to help them:He was  

a very sincere and deeply caring person. | Theirs is a close, loving and caring  

family. | Sarah was a warm and caring mother. | Our friendly caring staff will make 

sure that your visit will be enjoyable. | The British are well known for their caring  

attitude toward animals.THESAURUS: sympathetic→ kind22. agreeing with 

someone or somethingADVERBShighly sympathetic Eady is understood to have been 

highly sympathetic towards the chief executive.NOUNSa sympathetic 
audience (=people who agree with someone or something) The group provided him 

with a sympathetic audience for his opinions.PREPOSITIONSsympathetic to/towards 
sb/sth They seemed sympathetic to the idea. 

sympathize also sympathise BrE /ˈsɪmpəθaɪz/ verb  to feel sad for someone 

because you understand their problems: I sympathize, but I don’t know how to 

help.VERBS + sympathizecan sympathize I've been in the same position myself, so I 
can sympathize.PREPOSITIONSsympathize with sb I can sympathize with those who 
have lost loved ones.ADVERBSsympathize deeply I sympathize deeply with you both 

at this sad time.PHRASESit is hard/difficult to sympathize with sb It is hard to 
sympathize with the tobacco industry, whose products have killed millions of 

people.THESAURUS: sympathizefeel sorry for sbto feel sad for someone 

because they have had bad luck or are in a difficult situation:I felt really sorry for him 

when he lost his job. | It’s his wife I feel sorry for – on her own with four  

kids.understandto realize how someone feels and why they behave the way they do,  

and be kind to them:I’m sure if you talk to him, he’ll understand. | It’s important to try  

to understand teenagers.pityto feel sad for someone because they are in a very  

difficult situation:The man paled when they found him guilty, and I pitied him. | I pity  

anyone who has to feed a family on such a low income.  

sympathy /ˈsɪmpəθi/ noun  1. the feeling of being sorry for someone who is in a 

bad situationADJECTIVESgreat sympathy I have great sympathy for the people 
affected by the earthquake.deep/deepest sympathy We’d like to offer our deepest 
sympathy to Hilda and her family.heartfelt sympathy (=deep and sincere) Heartfelt 

sympathy to our dear friend Sadie on the death of her mother.some/little/no 
sympathy I don’t like him much but I do have some sympathy for him.public 

sympathy There was much public sympathy for the refugees. Deep  

sympathy and deepest sympathy are often used when someone has  

died. VERBShave/feel sympathy for sb It’s hard not to feel sympathy for the losing 
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team.express/offer (your) sympathy Everyone there expressed their 

sympathy.show (sb) sympathy Critics showed little sympathy for him.get sympathy 
from sb She didn’t get much sympathy from her parents.win sympathy (=get it) The 

woman claimed that she was seriously ill in an attempt to win sympathy.deserve 
sympathy He doesn’t deserve any sympathy – it’s his own fault.play on sb’s 
sympathy (=make someone feel sorry for you in order to get an advantage for 

yourself) If that doesn’t work, she knows how to play on his sympathy.expect 
sympathy I know I can’t expect any sympathy from her!attract sympathy Rich 
people don’t attract much public sympathy when things go wrong.lose sb’s 

sympathy He lost the sympathy of colleagues with his constant 
complaints.PREPOSITIONSsympathy for sb The attacker didn’t show the slightest 
sympathy for his victims.sympathy from sb She has attracted a lot of sympathy from 

many people.PHRASESa message/letter of sympathy We are grateful for all the 
messages of sympathy we have received.an expression of sympathy I murmured an 
expression of sympathy.an outpouring of sympathy (=when a lot of people express 

sympathy) The princess’s death led to an outpouring of sympathy.have every 
sympathy for sb (=feel very sorry for someone – often used when you have had a 
similar experience yourself) I have every sympathy for people who find it hard to give 

up smoking.you have my sympathy (=used when saying that you feel sorry for 
someone) It must be difficult – you have my sympathy.extend your sympathy to 
sb formal (=express sympathy) I’d like to extend my deepest sympathy to the victim’s 

family.my/our sympathy goes out to sb formal (=used to formally express 
sympathy) Our sympathy goes out to Peggy in her great loss.my/our sympathies are 
with sb Our sympathies are with the families of the victims.2. belief in or support for 

something, especially in politicsADJECTIVESpolitical sympathies Officers should not be 
appointed on the basis of their political sympathies.liberal/left-wing/communist etc 
sympathies It is a group with left-wing sympathies.VERBSsb’s sympathies lie with 

sb/sth Anne’s sympathies lay strongly with the Conservative 
Party.PREPOSITIONSsympathy with sb/sth I have some sympathy with the 
organization’s aims.in sympathy with sth The only person not in sympathy with this 

plan was my father. 

symptom /ˈsɪmptəm/ noun  something wrong with your body or mind which 

shows that you have a particular illnessADJECTIVESphysical symptoms Depressed 

people often complain of physical symptoms such as headaches.severe symptoms If 
the baby develops severe symptoms, call an ambulance.mild symptoms The disease 
can be serious even where there are only mild symptoms.a common symptom By far 

the most common symptom of the disease is a sore throat.a classic symptom (=a 
very typical symptom) These are all classic symptoms of hay fever.withdrawal 
symptoms (=symptoms you get when you stop taking a substance) People who try to 

give up smoking usually get withdrawal symptoms.VERBShave symptoms We 
both had the same symptoms.experience/suffer symptoms I 
had suffered mild symptoms of asthma as a child.show symptoms The patient 

is showing symptoms of a fever.display/exhibit symptoms formal (=show 
symptoms) She was displaying symptoms of stress.cause symptoms Make a note of 
which foods cause the symptoms.relieve/alleviate symptoms formal (=make them 

less severe) Take aspirin to relieve the symptoms.exacerbate/aggravate 
symptoms formal (=make them worse) Hot weather seems 
to exacerbate the symptoms.recognize symptoms Luckily, the 
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nurse recognized the symptoms and took action.symptoms persist formal (=they do 

not stop) If the symptoms persist, see your doctor.symptoms 
disappear The symptoms usually disappear after a few days.PREPOSITIONSa 

symptom of sth These marks on the skin are a common symptom of the illness. 

syndrome /ˈsɪndrəʊm $ -droʊm/ noun  an illness or medical condition which 

consists of a particular set of physical or mental problemsVERBSsuffer from a 
syndrome The doctor has treated many people suffering from this 

syndrome.diagnose sb with a syndrome (=find out that someone has a 
syndrome) She was diagnosed with the syndrome when she was a child.cause a 
syndrome Some syndromes are caused by the lack of a particular chemical in the 

body.a syndrome affects sb/sth This syndrome affects both men and 

women. Syndrome is often used in the names of specific diseases or medical  

conditions, for example Down’s syndrome.  

synthetic /sɪnˈθetɪk/ adjective  THESAURUS > artificial 

system /ˈsɪstəm, ˈsɪstɪm/ noun  1. a group of related parts that work 

togetherADJECTIVES/NOUNS + systema heating system (=in a building) We’re waiting 
for the heating system to be repaired.an alarm/security system A new alarm 
system has been installed.an air-conditioning system The building hasn’t got an air-

conditioning system.the rail/road system (=all the roads or railways in a 
country) Traffic problems are made worse by the country’s inadequate road system.the 
transport system The snow brought the transport system to a halt.sb’s 

digestive/reproductive/nervous system (=in someone’s body) These vitamins are 
essential for a healthy nervous system.sb’s immune system (=that keeps your body 
healthy) You are more likely to get the infection if your immune system is weak.an 

operating system (=that makes all a computer’s programs work together) At the 
time, we were using the Windows XP operating system.VERBSinstall a system (=put it 
into a building) Our security system is simple to install.build/design/develop a 

system The city has built a system to treat and reuse water.a system works The 
alarm system wasn’t working.a system fails/breaks down If the air-
conditioning system breaks down, staff will have to be sent home.2. a way of 

organizing or doing thingsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + systeman effective/efficient 
system Schools must develop an effective system for dealing with bullying.an 
inefficient system He described the tax system as inefficient and unfair.a 

complex/complicated system The Australian health care system is 
extremely complex.an elaborate system (=carefully planned and with many 
details) The proposal has to get through an elaborate system of committees.the 

current/existing system The current system of staff reporting is too complicated.the 
political system Britain’s political system is different from that of the US.the 
legal/justice system The country is rightly proud of its legal system.the 

electoral/voting system He campaigned to change the voting system.the 
educational/education/school system England’s education system requires children 
to be in school by the age of five.the economic/banking/tax system There are fears 

that the whole banking system could collapse.the health care system The West 
should be helping developing countries to modernize health care systems.VERBShave a 
system Birds have a complicated system of courtship.use/run/operate a 

system A system of grades is used to evaluate each hospital’s 
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performance. | We operate a computerized booking system.develop a 

system (=create a new one) The Environment Agency has developed a new national 
flood warning system.introduce a system (=start to use it) The government 

has introduced a system of student loans.adopt a system (=decide to use it) They 
decided to adopt the electoral system used in Britain.a system 
operates/works (=exists and is used) He tried to explain how the planning system 

operates.a system works (=is successful) The current complaints system does 
not work.a system breaks down/fails Our communication systems seem to 
have broken down.a system collapses (=fails completely) The European Exchange 

Rate system collapsed in the 1970s.modernize/reform a system We need 
to reform the electoral system.PREPOSITIONSa system for doing sth We’ve got a 
good system for dealing with customer orders.under a system Under the 

present system, there is no flexibility.PHRASESa system of 
government/education/justice etc She favoured a presidential system of 
government. | Why was Britain so slow to develop a national system of 

education?THESAURUS: systemprocessa series of actions that are done in order  

to achieve a particular result:Learning a language is a long and sometimes  

difficult process. | Getting well after such an illness is a very gradual process. | The 

whole process takes about a year. | Every Member of Parliament has to pass through a  

rigorous selection process (=for choosing someone for a job or prize). | Repeat the 

same process, until all the sugar has dissolved.procedurethe official or usually agreed 

way of doing something:You must follow the normal complaints procedure. | Large 

companies have a standard procedure for informing new employees about conditions of  

work. | Some people think that changes in the selection procedure are needed (=for  

choosing someone for a job or prize).formulaa method or set of principles that you 

use to solve a problem or make sure that something is successful:The team are hoping  

to use the same winning formula that they used last season. | There is no magic  

formula for success (=a method that is certain to succeed)  

systematic /ˌsɪstəˈmætɪk◂/ adjective  THESAURUS > careful 

Letter T 

table /ˈteɪbəl/ noun  1. a piece of furniture with a flat top supported by 

legsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + tablea kitchen/dining-room/bedside table They were 
chatting around the kitchen table.the dinner/breakfast table Will you clear the 
breakfast table?a coffee table (=a low table that you put cups, newspapers etc 

on) Dale put her glass down on the coffee table.a side table (=a small table, especially 
one that you put next to a wall) Darius noticed a china vase on the side table.a picnic 
table There are some wooden picnic tables in the park.the top table BrE the head 

table AmE (=the table where the most important people sit at a formal meal, for 
example at a wedding) The wedding couple and their parents usually sit at the top 
table.VERBSset/lay the table (=put knives, forks etc on a table before a meal) Mom 

asked me to set the table.clear the table (=take plates etc off) Do you want me 
to clear the table?sit at a table He was sitting at a corner table.sit around a 
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table We sat around the table and talked.get up from/leave the table She stood up 

from her chair and left the table.book/reserve a table (=in a restaurant) I’ve booked 
a table for four at a local restaurant.a table is groaning with sth (=there is a lot of 

food on it) The tables were groaning with cakes and desserts.PREPOSITIONSon a 
table Amy put the newspaper on the table.at a table (=used when people are sitting 
at a table) The talk at the table was mainly about horses.under the table A dog 

lay under the table, asleep.PHRASESat the head of the table (=in the place where the 
most important person sits) My father always sat at the head of the table.2. a list of 
facts, numbers, or information arranged in rows across and down a pageVERBSa table 

shows sth The table shows the temperatures in each country during 
2010.compile/produce a table Compile a table comparing the data from both 
countries.publish a table They published a table showing the best schools in 

Britain.PHRASESthe table of contents (=the list at the front of a book, report, 
document etc that shows what is in it) The table of contents should be on a separate 
page at the beginning. 

tablet /ˈtæblət, ˈtæblɪt/ noun  a small round hard piece of medicine which you 

swallowADJECTIVES/NOUNS + tableta sleeping tablet (=one that helps you 
sleep) Sleeping tablets can be addictive.a headache/indigestion/malaria etc 

tablet (=one used to treat or prevent a condition) I’ve got a bad stomach and I need 
to get some indigestion tablets.a paracetamol/iron/quinine etc tablet She’s on iron 
tablets for her anaemia.a vitamin tablet Some people think that taking vitamin 

tablets stops you from getting colds and flu.VERBStake a tablet You need to take the 
tablets 3 times a day, after meals.swallow a tablet He took his own life 
by swallowing more than 500 tablets.prescribe tablets (=a doctor says that someone 

should take the tablets and writes a note so that the person can get them) The 
doctor prescribed some tablets to help reduce the pain.PREPOSITIONStablets for sth I 
have to take tablets for my blood pressure.be on tablets spoken (=be taking 

tablets) He’s on tablets for his heart.PHRASESin tablet form Although this drug is 
available in tablet form it is often prescribed as a powder 

taboo /təˈbuː, tæ-/ noun  a custom that says you must avoid a particular activity 

or subject, either because it is considered offensive or because your religion does not 

allow itADJECTIVESa social/cultural/religious taboo There is a social taboo about 
asking a woman her age.an ancient taboo The custom is based on an ancient taboo.a 

sexual taboo After the 1960s, many of the old sexual taboos disappeared.the 
ultimate taboo (=most serious) To lose the respect of colleagues is the ultimate 
taboo in Chinese society.VERBSbreak a taboo also violate a taboo formal He was a 

daring artist who broke many taboos.observe a taboo (=not do something that is 
considered offensive or unacceptable) The family still observe the old taboo against 
eating meat on Fridays.consider sth (a) taboo Asking someone how much they earn 

is considered a taboo in our culture.PREPOSITIONSthe taboo against/on sth We were 
careful to observe the taboo against holding hands in public.the taboo surrounding 
sth (=relating to something) The princess’s visit did much to remove the taboo 

surrounding the disease. 

tackle /ˈtækəl/ verb  to try to deal with a difficult problemADVERBStackle sth 

head-on (=in a direct and determined way) The issue of cost must be tackled head-
on.tackle sth directly We cannot improve people’s lives without directly tackling the 

causes of poverty.tackle sth effectively They need to work together to tackle the 
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problem effectively.tackle sth successfully The school has tackled the issue of 

bullying very successfully.tackle sth properly Western nations are only now beginning 
to tackle terrorism properly.tackle sth seriously Until the council tackles this 

question seriously, no progress will be made.NOUNStackle a 
problem/issue/question The government has failed to tackle the problem of youth 
crime.tackle poverty He believes education is the long-term key to tackling 

poverty.tackle crime The police set up a special task force to tackle street crime in the 
capital.tackle a job/challenge Redesigning the garden is a big job to tackle on your 
own.tackle a blaze/fire (=try to stop it) Six fire crews were called in 

to tackle the blaze.tackle corruption The government seems reluctant to tackle 
corruption in a serious way.tackle unemployment The minister announced a new 
initiative to tackle unemployment. 

tact /tækt/ noun  care not to upset other peopleADJECTIVESgreat/considerable 

tact The manager dealt with the situation with great tact.the utmost tact (=very 
great tact) She behaved with the utmost tact.VERBSuse tact also exercise 
tact formal You need to use tact when you have to tell someone the truth about 

themselves.need tact also require tact formal Helping people with marriage 
problems requires a great deal of tact and patience.handle sth with tact/deal with 

sth with tact She handled the matter with a great deal of tact.lack tact He 
often lacked tact in expressing his views.PHRASESwith your usual tact She answered 
the question with her usual tact and sensitivity.tact and diplomacy It was a delicate 

situation that required tact and diplomacy. 

tactic /ˈtæktɪk/ noun  a method that you use to achieve 

somethingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + tactica delaying tactic (=an action which gives you 
more time) His question about the rules was just another delaying tactic.scare 

tactics (=in which you say that something very bad will happen if someone does not 
do what you want) The prime minister accused his opponents of scare tactics.shock 
tactics (=in which you deliberately try to shock people) The charity resorted to shock 

tactics to try to get its message across.strong-arm tactics/bullying tactics (=the 
use of force, violence, or threats) The government used strong-arm tactics to make 
people vote for them.underhand/unfair tactics (=actions which are not fair or 

honest) The other company used underhand tactics to get the contract.a diversionary 
tactic (=an action which draws attention away from something) Before the attack, 

nearby areas were bombed as a diversionary tactic.a sales tactic When he offered to 
lower the price, I thought this was a sales tactic.defence tactics Military officers are 
busy studying the defence tactics used during the Second World War.VERBSuse a 

tactic We used various tactics to get their support.employ/adopt a 
tactic formal (=use a tactic) Lizards and insects employ similar tactics to defend 
themselves, for example by changing colour to match their 

surroundings.change/switch tactics The England team switched tactics in the second 
half.resort to a tactic (=use it after trying other methods) He would never resort 
to such violent tactics.a tactic works (=is successful) The tactic worked and he agreed 

to marry her.PREPOSITIONSa tactic of doing sth This tactic of not speaking to the 
media has made her very unpopular.a tactic for doing sth Our tactic for keeping 
customers happy is simply to provide an excellent service.PHRASESa change of 

tactics They were losing 2–1 at half-time, but a change of tactics brought a 3–2 win. 

tactless /ˈtæktləs/ adjective  THESAURUS > careless 
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tag /tæɡ/ noun  a small piece of paper, plastic etc attached to something to show 

what it is, who owns it, what it costs etcNOUNS + taga price tag The price tag said 
$49.a name tag also an identity/ID tag Every baby in the hospital has a name 
tag on his or her wrist.a security tag (=to prevent something being stolen) Expensive 

items have security tags which have to be removed at the checkout.a gift tag (=a tag 
attached to a gift that says who it is from) I need to buy wrapping paper and gift tags.a 
luggage tag BrE a baggage tag AmE The travel company sent the plane tickets 

and luggage tags.ADJECTIVESan electronic tag (=which contains or sends information 
in electronic form) All the animals are fitted with an electronic tag so we can track their 
location.PHRASESput a tag on sth/attach a tag to sth Staff at the airport check your 

ticket, your passport, and put a tag on your luggage. 

tail /teɪl/ noun  the part that sticks out at the back of an animal’s body, which it 

can moveADJECTIVESa long/short tail The bird has a yellow beak and 

a long black tail.a bushy tail (=with long thick fur) My cat has a soft bushy tail.a 
prehensile tail formal (=able to hold things) Many monkeys have prehensile 
tails.VERBSa dog wags its tail (=quickly moves it from side to side) The dog looked up 

at him and wagged its tail.a cow swishes its tail (=quickly moves it from side to 
side) The cow wandered off, swishing her tail.tail + NOUNStail feathers The bird’s 
wings and tail feathers were a beautiful purple colour. 

take /teɪk/ verb  1. to move someone or something from one place to another, 

or have something with you when you go somewherePREPOSITIONS/ADVERBStake 
sb/sth to a place I took my coat to the cleaner’s.take sb/sth with you His wife 

went to Australia, taking the children with her. | Don’t forget to take your 
passport with you.take sb/sth home Would you mind taking Susie home?take sth 

back I took the books back to the library.THESAURUS: takebringto take 

someone or something to the place where you are now:We’ve brought someone to see 

you! | Will you bring your photos with you when you come?transportto take large 

quantities of goods from one place to another in a plane, train, ship etc:The plane is  

used for transporting military equipment. | The coal was transported by rail.deliverto  

take goods, letters, newspapers etc to someone’s home or office:Unfortunately, the 

package was delivered to the wrong address.flyto take someone or something  

somewhere by plane:The bread is specially flown in from Paris.shipto take goods from 

one place to another – this can be by ship, truck, plane, or train:Half the whisky  

is shipped to Japan and the US.carryto take people or goods somewhere – used 

especially when saying how many people or things, or what kind:The new plane can 

carry up to 600 passengers. | The ship was carrying a full cargo of oil.leadto take 

someone to a place by going in front of them:He led Julia through the house to his  

study. | Roland led the way back to the car in silence.guideto take someone to a place 

and show them the way:Emily guided him through a side gate into a large 

garden.escortto take someone to a place and protect or guard them:The prisoner  

was escorted into the room by two police officers. | The singer was escorted by her  

assistant and her bodyguard.usherto politely lead someone somewhere and show 
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them where to go, especially because it is your job to do this:We were ushered into the 

lift by a man in uniform.2. to react in a particular way when you are told about 

something, or when something happensADVERBStake sth badly “How did she take the 

news?” “She took it pretty badly – she was very upset.”take sth well The 
children took the news better than I expected.3. to do something – used about tests 

and everyday actions such as going for a walk or having a showerTHESAURUS: 

take→ do4. to steal somethingTHESAURUS: take→ steal5. to write 

somethingTHESAURUS: take→ write (1)  

takeover /ˈteɪkˌəʊvə $ -ˌoʊvər/ noun  when one company takes control of 

another by buying more than half its sharesADJECTIVESa hostile takeover (=one that 

is not wanted by the company being bought) The company is fighting a hostile 
takeover by another airline.a corporate takeover (=of a large company) Corporate 
takeovers often result in the loss of hundreds of jobs.a proposed takeover (=one that 

has been formally suggested) The European Commission stopped the proposed 
takeover.a major takeover It was the second major takeover this week.VERBSlaunch 
a takeover (=start it) The company has just launched a takeover of another 

firm.complete a takeover Chase Manhattan completed a takeover of J.P. Morgan to 
become J.P. Morgan Chase.prevent/fight/resist a takeover The managers are doing 
everything they can to prevent the takeover.announce a takeover Harbinger 

announced the takeover of Applica on October 19th.takeover + NOUNSa takeover 
bid/offer The company may become the target of a takeover bid as a result of recent 
business problems.a takeover attempt The firm fought off a £1.8 billion takeover 

attempt.a takeover battle (=in which someone tries to prevent a takeover) Nestlé and 
Suchard had been involved in a takeover battle for the ownership of a Belgian chocolate 
company.a takeover target/candidate (=a company which another company is 

trying to take control of) The company became the takeover target of one of its larger 
rivals in the United States.PREPOSITIONSa takeover of sth Polygram has announced 
the takeover of A&M Records.a takeover by sth The company is facing a takeover 

by General Motors. 
 

tale /teɪl/ noun  a story, especially about exciting imaginary 

eventsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + talea fairy tale (=a traditional children’s story) It looked 
like a castle from a fairy tale.a folk tale (=a traditional story) The story is from a book 
of Scottish folk tales.a cautionary tale (=one that is told to warn someone about the 

dangers of something) This cautionary tale shows the dangers of trying to make quick 
profits.a tall tale (=one that is difficult to believe and unlikely to be true) She enjoyed 
making up tall tales to tell the children.a morality tale (=giving advice on how to 

behave) The movie is clearly intended as a modern morality tale.VERBStell a 
tale also recount a tale formal He liked telling tales of his adventures in the 
wilderness.weave/spin a tale formal (=tell or write it) As a writer, she has a talent 

for weaving a good tale.PREPOSITIONSa tale of sth These short stories are tales 
of greed and selfishness.a tale about sth It is a Japanese tale about a tiny boy who 
lives in a teacup. 

talent /ˈtælənt/ noun  a natural ability to do something 

wellADJECTIVESgreat/considerable/immense talent He had a great talent for 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [2179] 

making money.exceptional talent (=unusually good talent) Pamuk is a writer of 

exceptional talent.real talent She has real talent and could become a top international 
player.natural talent Dahl had a natural talent for seeing a story from a child’s point 

of view.raw talent (=natural ability without much training) He’s got lots of raw 
talent but he needs a good coach.homegrown talent (=of people from within your 
own club, town, country etc) There isn’t enough homegrown talent in English Premier 

League soccer.untapped talent (=talented people whom the public does not know 
about) There’s a huge amount of untapped acting talent within local theatre groups.a 
hidden talent (=one that other people do not know about) He has lots of hidden 

talents!precocious talent (=a lot of talent in a young person) From an early age he 
displayed a precocious talent for computing.musical/artistic/creative etc talent It 
was at school that her musical talents were spotted.VERBShave talent also possess 

talent formal Your son has a real talent for drawing.show talent A few of the young 
players showed natural talent.use your talents The students have been using their 
artistic talents to brighten up the school.develop your talent A good teacher allows 

students to develop their talent to the full.waste your talents also squander your 
talents formal She was an impressive player who was clearly wasting her talents at 
this club.spot/discover talent He visits football grounds around the country in order 

to spot new talent.showcase talent (=give people the chance to show their talent 
publicly) The competition is a way to showcase top UK talent in dance.foster/nurture 
talent (=encourage and develop people’s talent) The aim of these classes is to nurture 

talent.sb’s talents flourish (=develop successfully) The school created an atmosphere 
in which talent could flourish.sb’s talent lies in sth (=used for saying what someone 
is good at) His real talent lies in organizing parties.talent + NOUNSa talent 

contest/show/competition Winning a major talent contest can be the start of a 
career.a talent scout/spotter (=whose job is to find people with talent) He worked as 
a talent scout for a top football club.PREPOSITIONSa talent for (doing) sth She 

realized that she had a talent for making people laugh.with/of talent (=who has 
talent) There are plenty of players with talent, but you need more than that to 
succeed.without talent He is young and handsome but, I’m afraid, completely without 

talent.PHRASESa wealth of talent (=a large amount of talent) There’s a wealth 
of musical talent in our school.a pool of talent (=lots of talented people) Employers 
can draw on an enormous pool of talent in this city.a man/woman of many 

talents often humorous He plays the violin and he bakes bread – a man of many 
talents! 

talented /ˈtæləntəd, ˈtæləntɪd/ adjective  having a natural ability to do 

something wellADVERBShighly talented Brian Jones was a highly talented musician 
who could play several instruments.extremely/incredibly/hugely/enormously 
talented The Canadian team are incredibly talented and very quick.exceptionally 

talented (=having an unusual amount of talent) Drogba is an exceptionally 
talented player.NOUNSa talented actor/artist/chef etc He is a talented actor who 
has received many awards during his career.a talented player She’s a 

hugely talented tennis player.a talented individual The company is looking 
for talented individuals to fill these positions.a talented team The professor has 

a talented team of scientists to help him with his research.THESAURUS: 

talented→ skillful  
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talk1 /tɔːk $ tɒːk/ verb  to use words to communicate with someone about 

somethingADVERBStalk loudly/quietly Two men were talking loudly to each other 
outside the bar.talk openly/freely/candidly (=in an honest way and without hiding 
your feelings) She talked openly about her divorce.talk freely (=without worrying if 

someone will hear you or disapprove of what you say) We can talk freely without fear of 
being overheard.talk at length (=talk a lot about something, giving a lot of details) In 
the interview he talks at length about his battle with alcohol.talk nonstop (=without 

any pauses) While she was driving, Karen talked nonstop about her childhood and her 
family.talk endlessly (=for a long time, especially when this is boring or 
annoying) The other women talked endlessly about their boyfriends.talk 

enthusiastically/excitedly/animatedly She talks enthusiastically about her role in 
the movie.talk sensibly Maybe we can talk about this more sensibly when you are not 
so tired.talk vaguely (=without exact details or plans) They had talked vaguely about 

having a second child.talk directly The comedian moved to the front of the stage so 
that he could talk directly to the audience.PREPOSITIONStalk about sth English people 
love to talk about the weather.talk of sth (=talk about something, often about future 

plans) Hartigan talked of cutting taxes and running government like a business.talk to 
sb Talk to your teacher if you’re worried.talk about sth with sb I didn’t feel 

comfortable talking about it with my parents. Talk about or talk of sth?You usually  

say talk about something: He loves to talk about himself. | Let’s not talk about that  

now! (You would not use ‘talk of’ in either of these sentences.)Talk of is used  

especially in formal or literary contexts: When we talk of poetry, we think of great  

writers such as Wordsworth and Shelley.Talk of is also used when people are  

considering doing something in the future: They are talking of increasing the  

retirement age to 70. PHRASESbe easy to talk to Abbas was friendly and easy to talk 

to.be talking rubbish BrE informal (=be saying something that is silly or not 
true) Don’t believe a word he says – he’s talking rubbish.talk with your mouth 

full (=talk and eat at the same time) It’s rude to talk with your mouth full.talk all the 
time about sth He and I used to talk all the time about football.sb can talk the hind 
leg off a donkey informal (=used for saying that someone talks a lot) She’s quiet, but 

her husband could talk the hind leg off a donkey.THESAURUS: talkspeakto  

talk. Speak is a little more formal than talk. You often use it when saying that  

someone speaks in a particular way, or that you will speak to someone in order to try  

to get something done. You only use speak when saying that someone speaks a  

language:He spoke with confidence and authority. | She was speaking quietly so she 

didn’t disturb anyone. | I’d like to speak to the manager. | Do you speak German?go 

on/drone on/rambleto talk too much or for too long about something, in a way that  

makes people bored:He went on about how great the team was. | I’d better stop  

rambling and let you get on with your work.waffle BrE disapproving informalto talk  

using a lot of words but without saying anything important:I wish she would stop  
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waffling and get to the point! | What is he waffling on about now?prattle  

on disapproving informalto talk continuously about silly and unimportant  

things:She prattled on about her boyfriend for the entire journey. | What’s he prattling  

on about now?TO TALK ABOUT EVERYDAY THINGShave a conversationto talk to  

someone for a long time about everyday things:She was having a conversation  

with one of her friends. | When I arrived, Joe and Jane were deep in  

conversation (=very involved in a conversation). | I can order food in a restaurant in  

French, but I don't know enough of the language to have a conversation.chat/have a 

chat informalto have a friendly informal conversation about things that are not very  

important:The girls were chatting outside the house. | It’s been nice having a chat  

with you.gossipto talk about other people’s private lives when they are not there,  

especially about things that you have heard, which are not completely true:What are 

you two gossiping about?visit with sb AmE informalto have a conversation with  

someone:I visited with him last week.converse formalto have a conversation with  

someone:We met once and conversed briefly.TO TALK SERIOUSLYdiscussto talk  

seriously about problems, ideas, or plans:They met to discuss how the building should  

be designed. | She refuses to discuss the matter.talk sth overto discuss something  

with someone because it will affect them, especially someone close to you:Before you 

accept the job, talk it over with your family. | You two need to sit down and talk things  

over.debateto discuss a subject formally when you are trying to make a decision or  

solve a problem:The issue will be debated on Tuesday. | The UN Security  

Council debated whether to impose sanctions.  

talk2 /tɔːk $ tɒːk/ noun  1. an occasion when someone talks about something to a 

group of peopleADJECTIVES/NOUNS + talka brief/short talk All visitors receive a brief 

talk on safety.an interesting/informative talk Thank you for an interesting talk.an 
entertaining talk The actor gave us a very entertaining talk on life in Hollywood.an 
introductory talk (=giving basic information about a subject) The course begins with 

an introductory talk on the study of history.a pep talk (=intended to make someone 
feel confident and enthusiastic) The director always had to give me a little pep 
talk before I went on stage.a pre-match talk (=by a coach to a player or team before 

a sports match) I’d love to be in the dressing room for the pre-match talk.VERBSgive a 
talk also deliver/present a talk formal The professor will give a talk on the history of 
the island.go to a talk also attend a talk formal New students are invited to attend an 

informal talk in the main hall.hear a talk The group heard a fascinating talk on the 
history of the region.PREPOSITIONSa talk on/about sth There will be a short talk 
on local wildlife before visitors are taken out into the park.a talk to sb He’s giving 

a talk to students at his old school.2. a conversation about somethingADJECTIVESa 
long talk I had a long talk with my parents.a little talk I’m glad we’ve had this little 
talk.a serious talk I need a serious talk with her before she goes to college.a 

quiet/private talk Could we have a quiet talk when you’re free?a good talk (=a long 
talk about important or interesting things) She was upset, but we’ve had a good 
talk and things are okay now.a nice talk We all had lunch together and a nice 

talk.VERBShave a talk I must have a talk with Dad before I leave.PREPOSITIONSa talk 
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with sb If there are any problems, have a talk with your teacher.a talk about sth We 

must have a talk about holidays soon.3. formal discussions between governments, 

organizations etc GrammarAlways plural in this meaning. ADJECTIVESdirect talks The 

government wants to have direct talks with the rebels.high-level talks (=involving 
very important people) The announcement came after a morning of high-level 
talks.bilateral talks (=involving two groups or countries) China and the US 

held bilateral talks.multilateral talks (=involving several groups or countries) It is 
hoped that these multilateral talks will produce an agreement.round-table talks (=in 
which everyone involved can discuss things in an equal way) The new rules were 

agreed after round-table talks between the company and the union.urgent talks He 
flew to Washington for urgent talks with the president.NOUNS + talkpeace talks A new 
round of peace talks will begin next month.trade talks Trade talks between the EU and 

the US have once again collapsed.crisis talks (=talks to stop a situation getting worse 
or more dangerous) The unions will hold crisis talks with the company in an attempt to 
save jobs.VERBS + talkhave/hold talks also conduct talks formal The government is 

holding talks with the rebels to try to end the fighting.enter into talks (=start having 
talks) The ambassador said that France was prepared to enter into talks on the 
issue.start/begin talks China and the US have begun trade talks.initiate 

talks formal (=be the person or group that organizes or begins talks) The 
president initiated talks with opposition forces.walk/pull out of talks (=leave before 
talks have finished) The management walked out of talks with the union this 

morning.abandon talks The talks were abandoned due to lack of progress.talk + 

VERBStalks begin Talks began in October and an agreement was signed two months 

later.talks continue Talks will continue through the weekend.talks break 
down/collapse (=stop because of disagreement) Talks broke down today between the 
Russian and Japanese delegations.talks resume (=begin again after stopping for a 

short period of time) Talks resumed in Geneva after a month’s break.talks 
end The talks ended without a settlement being reached.talks fail Talks on this issue 
have failed before.PREPOSITIONStalks with sb The organization has had talks 

with various community groups.talks between sb and sb Trade talks between these 
major European nations will continue into next week.talks on/about sth There must 
be further talks on pay and working conditions.PHRASESa round of talks (=a series of 

talks that is part of a longer process) A third round of talks was held in May.the 
breakdown/collapse of talks The collapse of peace talks is a worrying 
development.be in talks with sb (=be involved in talks) We’re in talks with consumer 

groups about ways to improve our service.talks are under way European leaders 
arrived last night and talks are now under way. 

talkative /ˈtɔːkətɪv $ ˈtɒːk-/ adjective  someone who is talkative talks a lot: He’s 

very talkative with his friends and family. Benjamin was in a talkative 

mood.THESAURUS: talkativechattyliking to talk a lot in a friendly way – a  

rather informal use:She is always very chatty and cheerful. | Today he seemed more 

relaxed and chatty. | I had a long chatty letter from Eleanor (=in which you talk a lot  

about things that have happened to you). | The boss was in an unusually chatty  

mood.articulateable to talk easily and effectively about things, especially difficult  

subjects:All the people we interviewed for the job were intelligent and highly  
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articulate. | He is very articulate and good at dealing with reporters'  

questions.eloquentable to express your ideas and opinions well – used especially  

about people who speak in public and are able to influence people:Obama is a  

very eloquent public speaker. | He made an eloquent speech about the need for  

dialogue. | Commentators waxed eloquent about how this revolutionary technology  

was going to cure all of our problems (=they talked a lot about something and said  

how good they thought it was).garrulous formaltalking a lot, especially about  

unimportant things:A garrulous old man was sitting near me in the bar. | Nigel became 

more garrulous as the evening went on. Other ways of saying this in informal  

EnglishA child who talks a lot is called a chatterbox: Cathy was a  

real chatterbox when she was at school.If someone talks a lot all the time, you  

say you can’t shut him/her up: You can’t shut him up, so I never get any work  

done when he’s here.  

tall /tɔːl $ tɒːl/ adjective  THESAURUS > high (1) 

tan /tæn/ noun  the attractive brown colour that someone with pale skin gets 

after they have been in the sunADJECTIVESa deep/dark tan He had a deep tan after 

working outside all summer.a golden tan She used make-up to give the appearance of 
a golden tan.a healthy tan Use a high-factor sun cream for a safe and healthy tan this 
summer.a perfect tan This product gives you a perfect tan without the risks of 

sunbathing.a light tan If you are fair-skinned, a light tan is enough.an all-over 
tan (=covering all your body) She returned from Florida with an all-over tan.fake 
tan (=a substance you put on your skin so you look like you have a tan) She was 

wearing fake tan.VERBSget a tan Be careful not to get sunburn if you are trying 
to get a tan.show off a tan He wore shorts to show off his tan.a tan fades (=it 
becomes lighter) Her summer tan was already beginning to fade. 

tank /tæŋk/ noun  1. a large container for storing things such as liquid or 

gasNOUNSa petrol tank BrE gas tank AmE He stopped to fill up the gas tank.a fuel 
tank The plane’s fuel tank caught fire.a water/oil tank The hot water tank holds 25 

gallons of water. | Several people were hurt when an oil tank exploded at the 
factory.an oxygen tank (=used to help you breathe) The divers had oxygen 
tanks attached to their backs.a storage tank The oil is kept in a big storage 

tank.ADJECTIVESan empty tank The gas tank was nearly empty.a full tank We began 
our journey with a full tank of petrol.a septic tank (=a large container under the 
ground for holding human waste from toilets) The septic tank is emptied once a 

week.VERBSfill (up) a tank I went to the gas station to fill up the tank.refill a 
tank The cars usually have to stop at least once during the race to have their fuel tanks 
refilled.empty a tank She emptied the tank and filled it with fresh water.a tank 

contains sth The tank contained radioactive waste.2. a heavy military vehicle that has 
a large gun and runs on two metal belts fitted over its wheelsVERBSa tank attacks 
sth The tanks began attacking enemy positions.a tank rolls into a place Tanks 

rolled into the city at 3 a.m. on Friday.drive a tank He learnt to drive a tank when he 
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was in the army.NOUNS + tanka tank commander The book is about a famous Russian 

tank commander.the tank crew The tank crew managed to get out of the tank before 
it was hit.a tank battle El Alamein was the site of one of the great tank battles in 

history. 

tantrum /ˈtæntrəm/ noun  a sudden short period when someone, especially a 

child, behaves very angrily and unreasonablyVERBShave/throw a tantrum The little 
boy threw a tantrum when he wasn’t allowed to watch TV.fly into a 

tantrum (=suddenly have a tantrum) When she can’t get what she wants, she flies 
into a tantrum.NOUNSa temper tantrum (=a tantrum in which a child suddenly gets 
very angry) All young children have temper tantrums from time to 

time.PREPOSITIONSin a tantrum (=having a tantrum) It is difficult trying to control a 
small child in a tantrum. 

tap /tæp/ noun  1. especially BrE a piece of equipment for controlling the flow of 

water, gas etc from a pipe or containerADJECTIVES/NOUNS + tapthe cold/hot tap She 
scrubbed her hands under the cold tap.the kitchen/bath/garden tap The water 
coming out of the kitchen tap looked cloudy.a mixer tap BrE (=one through which cold 

and hot water can run together) He fitted a mixer tap to the bath.a dripping tap I 
could hear a dripping tap.a running tap If you burn your finger, hold it under 
a running tap.a leaking/leaky tap (=with drops of water coming from the end) There 

were stains on the wall and the taps were leaky.VERBSturn on a tap Run some cold 
water into the bath before turning on the hot tap.turn off a tap I forgot to turn the tap 
off.run a tap (=make water flow out of it) She stood at the sink, running the tap to get 

a glass of cold water.a tap is running (=water is flowing out of it) I think you must 
have left the tap running.a tap is dripping (=drops of water are coming out of it) The 
noise of the tap dripping kept me awake.tap + NOUNStap water (=water that comes 

out of a tap) I prefer drinking tap water, not bottled water.PREPOSITIONSunder a 

tap (=in the water flowing from a tap) Rinse your hands under the hot tap. Tap is  

used by British speakers. American speakers say faucet. 2. an act of hitting 

something lightly, for example to get someone’s attentionADJECTIVESa 
gentle/little/soft tap There was a gentle tap on the door.a sharp tap (=quite hard 

and loud) Give the nail a few sharp taps with a hammer.VERBSgive sth/sb a tap The 
woman gave the dog a gentle tap with her umbrella.hear a tap He heard a light tap on 

the window.feel a tap I felt a little tap on my arm.PREPOSITIONSa tap at sth There 
was a tap at the door.a tap on sth She gave him a quick tap on his shoulder. 

tape AC /teɪp/ noun  1. a long thin band of plastic with a sticky substance on it, 

used for fastening things togetherADJECTIVESsticky tape She attached the poster to 

the wall with some sticky tape.VERBShold sth together with tape His glasses were 
held together with bits of tape.seal sth with tape The box was firmly sealed with 
tape.2. narrow plastic material covered with a special magnetic substance, on which 

you can record sounds, pictures, or computer informationADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ tapevideo tape A video tape of the crime was used as evidence in court.audio 
tape The interview was recorded on audio tape.a blank tape (=with nothing recorded 

on it) The video camera wasn’t working and the tape was blank.a cassette tape (=a 
tape inside a plastic case, that people used to play using a special machine) This 
software enables you to convert your old cassette tapes to MP3.VERBSplay a 

tape He played me a tape of a song he’d recorded from the radio.listen to/watch a 
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tape Police listened to a tape of the phone call. | He hasn’t watched the tape of last 

night’s game yet.hear/see a tape I’ve heard the tape several times. | Have 
you seen that tape of him falling over?record sth/sb on (a) tape I recorded the 

whole series on tape.make a tape The band made a tape of their music and sent it to 
the radio station.get sth on tape also capture sth on tape more 
formal (=successfully record something on tape) The attack was captured on 

tape.tape + NOUNSa tape recorder/machine A tape recorder is an essential piece of 
equipment for a journalist.a tape recording Someone made a secret tape recording of 
the men discussing the robbery.a tape deck (=a tape recorder and player that is part 

of a stereo system) He pushed the cassette into the tape deck.PREPOSITIONSa tape of 
sth We watched a video tape of an old horror film.on tape The newspaper says it has 
the entire interview on tape. 

target AC /ˈtɑːɡət, ˈtɑːɡɪt $ ˈtɑːr-/ noun  1. something that you are trying to 

achieveADJECTIVES/NOUNS + targetan ambitious/high target A 50% increase in 
sales seems a very ambitious target.a modest target (=not very high) The agreement 
set fairly modest targets for reducing pollution.an achievable/realistic 

target The target is achievable, but only by hard work.a financial target Both 
businesses exceeded their financial targets.a sales/growth target I’m confident we 

will meet our sales target by the end of the year. | The company’s growth targets have 
been achieved for the last three years.a spending/recycling target Several 
departments have reduced their spending targets by over 20%. | Local businesses have 

to produce recycling targets that are approved by the Department for the 
Environment.an attainment target formal (=something that a student should learn to 
do at school) The government is asking schools to produce clear attainment targets for 

each year group.VERBSmeet/reach/achieve a target (=achieve what you want to 
achieve) The government is unlikely to meet its target of building three million new 
homes in the next five years.set a target The company 

has set ambitious targets.exceed a target (=achieve more than you wanted to) We 
have exceeded our sales target of £200,000.chase a target (=try to achieve it) The 
club is chasing a target of 50 points by the end of the season.target + NOUNSa target 

date The target date for completion of the building is next October.a target figure The 
government has set a target figure for economic growth of 2%.a target 
audience also a target demographic formal (=the type of people that an 

organization wants as customers, readers, viewers etc) That kind of music does not 
appeal to our target demographic.a target market (=the people or places that a 
company wants to do business with or in) Our target market is young wealthy 

individuals in the 25–35 age range.PREPOSITIONSon target (=it is likely you will 
achieve a target) After today’s win, Arsenal is still on target to win the 
championship.off target (=it is unlikely you will achieve a target) Our current level of 

spending is way off target.a target of sth We have set ourselves a savings target 
of £500 a month.a target for sth My target for weight loss is five pounds per 
month.PHRASESfall short of a target (=achieve less than you wanted to) Car 

production at the plant has fallen short of its target by 5%.stay on/within 
target (=remain at a level that makes it likely you will achieve a target) His job is to 

make sure the progress of the work stays on target.THESAURUS: 

target→ aim2. an object, person, or place that is deliberately chosen to be 

attackedADJECTIVESa prime/obvious target (=the most suitable or most likely to be 
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chosen) Sporting events could become a prime target for terrorists.the main 

target The rebel-held town is one of the main targets for US troops.an easy/soft 
target Some thieves now regard schools as easy targets.a sitting target (=someone 

who is easy to attack) In the open, the soldiers are sitting targets.a potential 
target (=which might be attacked) Any area that attracts Western tourists is now 
a potential target.sb’s intended target The gunman missed his intended target.a 

military/civilian target The group insists that its bombs were directed only 
against military targets. | The army denied it had attacked civilian targets.a legitimate 
target (=one that it is fair to attack) The rebels consider trains carrying soldiers to be 

a legitimate target.VERBSattack a target They have attacked military targets such as 
army camps and airfields.hit a target Not every bomb hits its target.miss a target All 
of the missiles missed their target and no-one was killed.PREPOSITIONSa target for 

sb/sth Her public statements made her a target for terrorists. | The building’s location 
on the coast makes it an easy target for attack. 

task /tɑːsk $ tæsk/ noun  a piece of work that must be doneADJECTIVESa 

difficult task The task of selecting just five candidates is a difficult one.an impossible 

task Finishing the job by five o’clock was an impossible task.a simple task The 
children help with simple tasks like carrying water.sb’s first/main task Their first 

task was to rebuild the wall.a formidable/daunting task formal (=very 
difficult) Achieving these targets will be a formidable task.an arduous 
task formal (=needing a lot of effort and hard work) We began the arduous task of 

carrying the furniture to the top floor.an unenviable task (=very unpleasant or 
difficult) He has the unenviable task of telling hungry people that there is no food.a 
thankless task (=a difficult but necessary job) Driving a bus in London must be a 

pretty thankless task.VERBScarry out/do a task also perform a task formal We don’t 
have enough staff to carry out this task.set/give sb a task also assign sb a 
task formal I was given the task of writing his speech.take on a task also undertake 

a task formal No-one else is willing to take on this difficult task.complete/finish a 
task Your task must be completed by the end of the month.handle/tackle a 
task (=do it) We needed someone more experienced to handle this task.a task faces 

sb The task facing us is too difficult to finish in just a few weeks.PREPOSITIONSthe 
task of doing sth He had the task of judging the competition.PHRASESsth is not an 
easy task also sth is no easy task (=it is difficult) Finding experienced staff is no 

easy task.sb’s task is to do sth also the task of sb is to do sth The manager’s task 
is to get all the players working together as a team.the task ahead (=the thing that 
needs to be done) We have to forget these recent disappointments and concentrate on 

the task ahead. 

taste1 /teɪst/ noun  1. the feeling that is produced by a particular food or drink 

when you put it in your mouthADJECTIVESa delicious/nice/pleasant taste The taste 

was absolutely delicious.a nasty/unpleasant taste The egg had a nasty taste.a 
strange/odd/peculiar/funny taste The sweets have a rather peculiar taste.a 
strong taste Some French cheeses have a very strong taste.a mild taste The taste of 

the leaves is milder than the root.a sweet taste The fruits have an 
excellent sweet taste.a bitter taste I thought that the medicine had a slightly bitter 
taste.a sour taste Lemons have a sour taste and it’s usually best to add some sugar.a 

sharp taste (=very sour) I used too much vinegar in the dressing and it had a sharp 
taste.a salty taste Anchovies have rather a salty taste.a spicy taste Add a little curry 
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powder to give the soup a spicy taste.a creamy/buttery/fruity/nutty etc 

taste (=tasting of cream, butter etc) The cookies had a very buttery taste.a bland 
taste (=not strong or interesting) Some people find the taste of rice too bland.a 

distinctive/characteristic taste (=a taste which makes something different from 
other things) The hop plant gives beer its distinctive bitter taste.an authentic 
taste (=like the real food of a country or area) The food in the restaurant has that 

authentic French taste.VERBShave a sweet/strange etc taste The soup had a funny 
taste.give sth a taste The spices gave the bread a rather interesting taste.like the 
taste I don’t like the taste of meat.enjoy the taste He was enjoying the taste of the 

wine.improve/enhance the taste A little salt helps to improve the taste of 
bread.spoil/ruin the taste Don’t add too much ketchup – it will ruin the taste.take 
away the taste (=make it go away) I need something to take away the taste of the 

curry.leave a taste (in your mouth) The coffee leaves a rather bitter taste in your 
mouth.PHRASESsense of taste Some birds have a highly developed sense of 
taste.2. the kind of things that someone likes: He asked about my taste in music. While 

she was in France she developed a taste for fine wines.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ tastesimilar tastes/the same taste We have similar musical tastes.different 
tastes Their tastes in movies were very different.expensive tastes He was a man 

of expensive tastes.sophisticated tastes (=which show a lot of knowledge about 
something) Amelia had developed quite sophisticated tastes in music – she liked the 
German composers, particularly Wagner.simple tastes (=you like simple things) He 

was a man of simple tastes.strange/odd/eccentric tastes She had strange tastes in 
colour.eclectic tastes (=liking a wide variety of different things) My tastes in art are 
very eclectic.musical/literary/artistic taste His musical tastes changed 

radically.your personal taste Which one you choose is a question of personal 
taste.public/popular taste The shop created a unique style of goods that appealed to 
the popular taste.an acquired taste (=something that people do not like at first) This 

kind of tea is an acquired taste, but very refreshing.consumer tastes Stores are 
always watching out for changes in consumer tastes.VERBShave ... tastes Josh and 
I have the same tastes.have a taste for sth (=like something) She certainly has a 

taste for adventure.get/develop a taste for sth also acquire a taste for 
sth formal (=start to like something) At university she developed a taste 
for performing.share a taste (=have the same taste as someone else) You 

obviously share her taste in literature.appeal to/suit sb’s tastes (=be the kind of 
thing that someone likes) We have music to suit every taste.PREPOSITIONStaste in 
sth I’m not sure about his taste in furniture.PHRASESbe to sb’s taste (=be something 

that someone likes) If her books are not to your taste, there are plenty of books by 
other writers.be too bright/modern etc for sb’s taste The building was too modern 
for my taste.in the worst/best possible taste The house was decorated in the worst 

possible taste.sth is a matter of taste (=different people have different opinions 
about what is good or right) The choice of wood is largely a matter of taste.there’s no 
accounting for taste (=used humorously to say that you do not understand why 

someone likes something) I think his films are awful, but I suppose there is no 
accounting for taste.sth caters for/to all tastes (=it has things that everyone 

likes) The magazine caters to all tastes.3. if you have a taste of something, you eat a 
little to find out what it is likeVERBShave/try a taste This cheesecake is delicious. You 
must have a taste!ADJECTIVESa little taste Can I try a little taste of your soup? 
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taste2 /teɪst/ verb  to have a particular kind of tasteADJECTIVEStaste 

good/nice/delicious/great The apples weren’t very big but they tasted good.taste 
horrible/awful/disgusting/foul The tea tasted absolutely disgusting.taste 
funny/odd/strange These fruit drinks taste a bit funny at first.taste 

sweet/bitter/sour/salty The coffee tasted too sweet.ADVERBStaste strongly of 
sth The water in the pool tasted strongly of chlorine.taste 
faintly/slightly/vaguely... The sauce tasted slightly burned. | One of the 

wines tasted faintly of pears.PREPOSITIONStaste of sth The soup tastes of garlic.taste 
like sth He makes a carrot wine that tastes like whisky.PHRASESsweet-
tasting/strong-tasting etc They produce a range of sweet-tasting drinks aimed at 

children. 

tasty adjective  THESAURUS > delicious 

tax /tæks/ noun  an amount of money that you must pay to the government 

according to your income, property, goods etc, and that is used to pay for public 
servicesADJECTIVES/NOUNS + taxhigh taxes Most people do not want to pay higher 

taxes.low taxes The government promised lower taxes.income tax (=tax on money 
that you earn) The rich should pay more income tax.sales tax (=tax on things you 
buy) We have to pay 15% sales tax on everything we buy.a direct tax (=a tax on 

income) The government’s revenue comes mainly from direct taxes.an indirect 
tax (=a tax on things you buy) The effect of indirect taxes is to raise the prices of 
goods.green taxes (=taxes to protect the environment) The British government is 

considering new green taxes on cheap airline flights.inheritance tax (=tax on money, 
property etc that you have received from someone who has died) We had to sell the 
house to pay the inheritance tax.corporation/corporate tax (=tax that businesses 

must pay on profits) The rate of corporation tax was reduced.a flat (rate) tax (=a tax 
that is the same for different people or things) Some people want to replace income tax 
with a flat rate tax.VERBSpay tax Many people feel they are paying too 

much tax.raise/increase taxes also put up taxes BrE The government keeps putting 
up taxes on fuel.lower/cut/reduce taxes Both parties have promised to cut 
taxes.impose/levy a tax on sb/sth (=officially say that someone must pay a 

tax) They had the power to levy a tax on ships entering the port.introduce a tax He 
wants to introduce a 10% tax on all goods and services.collect a tax The tax 
collected on each packet of cigarettes in this state is 70% of the total price.tax + 

NOUNSthe tax rate also the rate of tax The government reduced the basic rate of 
tax to 25p in the pound.tax cuts He believes that big tax cuts will encourage economic 
growth.tax increases He accused the president of planning the biggest tax increases in 

US history.tax incentives (=lower taxes that encourage people to do something) We 
have introduced new tax incentives for businesses.a tax break (=a special reduction in 
tax) The government will offer new tax breaks for families.a tax allowance (=the 

amount you can earn without paying tax on it) The personal tax allowance is just under 
$10,000.tax relief BrE (=when you do not have to pay tax on part of what you earn, 
especially because you use it for a particular purpose) You can get tax relief on private 

health insurance.the tax burden (=the amount of tax paid) The total tax burden has 
risen only slightly.the tax year (=a period of 12 months used for calculating taxes) In 

Britain, the tax year starts on April 6th.tax evasion (=the crime of not paying enough 
tax) He was jailed for tax evasion.a tax return (=an official document on which you 
write information so that the tax you owe can be calculated) Have you completed 
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your tax return yet?PREPOSITIONSa tax on sth The government increased taxes 

on cigarettes and alcohol.PHRASESfor tax purposes They are considered to be UK 
residents for tax purposes.sth is tax exempt/exempt from tax (=you do not have to 

pay tax on something) This type of income is tax exempt.THESAURUS: taxdutya 

tax you pay on something you buy:The budget also sharply raised the duty on alcohol  

and tobacco. | You have to pay customs duty on goods you buy abroad and bring into  

the country.tariffa tax on goods coming into a country or going out of a country,  

especially to protect a country’s industry from cheap goods from other countries:There 

are import tariffs on hi-tech equipment. | The government’s tariff and trade policies  

came under fierce attack.levyan extra amount of money that you have to pay the 

government, usually as a tax, often in order to encourage people not to use or do 

something:The government should impose a new levy on fuel, to encourage people to  

use less (=introduce a levy).surchargean amount of money that you have to pay in  

addition to the agreed or stated price of something:British Airways will increase its fuel  

surcharge on all airline tickets from June 3rd. | When you get cash at some machines,  

you have to pay a surcharge.  

taxation /tækˈseɪʃən/ noun formal  the system of charging 

taxesADJECTIVEShigh/heavy taxation High taxation is bad for business.low 

taxation The party has traditionally supported low taxation.increased 
taxation Increased taxation on oil companies could bring in €31,000 million.corporate 
taxation (=taxes paid by companies) Business leaders want the government to 

cut corporate taxation.personal taxation (=taxes paid by individual people rather 
than businesses) Personal taxation has increased considerably under the present 
government.direct taxation (=taxes paid directly to the government rather than on 

goods, services etc) Direct taxation will not be increased for people on average 
incomes.indirect taxation (=taxes on goods and services) Indirect taxation is unfair 
because rich people pay the same as poorer people.general taxation (=taxes paid by 

everyone to the government) Britain’s national system of health care is largely funded 
from general taxation.local taxation (=taxes paid to local government) Under the 

current system of local taxation, people pay tax according to the value of their 
home.VERBSincrease/raise taxation The government is going to increase taxation on 
cigarettes.reduce/cut taxation The party has promised to reduce taxation.introduce 

taxation Motor vehicle taxation was introduced in 1909.taxation + NOUNSa taxation 
rate The country has one of the highest taxation rates in the EU.a taxation 
system The taxation system is extremely complicated.a taxation policy The 

government’s taxation policy has been criticized.PREPOSITIONSbefore/after 
taxation What was the company’s profit after taxation?taxation on sb/sth Should 
the government raise the level of taxation on the rich?PHRASESan increase/reduction 

in taxation There is likely to be a small increase in taxation.a level of taxation The 
president may have to increase levels of taxation to pay off the US’s huge debts.the 
burden of taxation (=the amount of tax you have to pay compared to other 

people) The burden of taxation must not be increased on the poorer members of 
society. 
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taxi /ˈtæksi/ noun  a car and driver that you pay to take you 

somewhereVERBStake/get a taxi We took a taxi to the hotel.go/come/arrive by 
taxi I went home by taxi.hail a taxi (=wave or call to a taxi to stop for you to get in) I 
rushed outside and hailed a taxi.call/phone for/order a taxi (=telephone for a taxi 

to come) You call a taxi and I’ll get our coats.call sb a taxi (=telephone for a taxi to 
come for someone else) Call me a taxi, would you?get into/in/out of a taxi He got 
into a taxi outside the station.Don’t say get on a taxi. Say get in a taxi.taxi + NOUNSa 

taxi ride The centre of town is a five-minute taxi ride away.a taxi fare She couldn’t 
afford the £18 taxi fare.a taxi driver He paid the taxi driver and got out.a taxi 
service We operate a taxi service to and from the airport.a taxi rank BrE a taxi 

stand AmE (=a place where taxis wait for customers) There’s a taxi rank just outside 
the hotel. 

tea /tiː/ noun  a drink made by pouring boiling water onto dried 

leavesADJECTIVES/NOUNS + teahot tea What I need is a nice cup of hot tea.iced 
tea/ice tea I love drinking iced tea in the summer.sweet tea I poured her a mug 
of sweet tea.strong/weak tea You’ve made the tea too strong. | He drinks very weak 

tea.black/white tea (=without milk or with milk) I ordered black tea and toast.milky 
tea (=with a lot of milk) We give the grandchildren milky tea.VERBSdrink tea I 
usually drink tea with my breakfast.pour tea She poured the tea and handed me a 

cup.tea + NOUNSa tea break (=a short rest from work) Let’s have a ten-minute tea 
break.a tea shop/tea room also a teashop/tearoom (=a small restaurant where hot 
drinks and snacks are served) We always go to a little tea shop in the high 

street. | Does the garden centre have a tea room? Teacup and teapot are usually  

written as one word. PHRASESa cup/mug of tea Would you like another cup of tea?a 

pot of tea Shall I make a pot of tea?take your tea with milk/sugar also take 
milk/sugar in your tea Do you take your tea with milk?tea and coffee There’s a 

stand serving tea and coffee and cakes. Tea is much more popular in the UK than in  

the US.Some British speakers also use tea instead of saying dinner, when talking  

about their evening meal.In the UK, afternoon tea is a small afternoon meal that  

consists of tea and sandwiches. A cream tea is a small afternoon meal that consists  

of scones (= a type of small cake) with cream and jam.  

teach /tiːtʃ/ verb  to give lessons in a school, college, or university, or to help 

someone learn about something by giving them informationPREPOSITIONSteach at a 

school/college/university He teaches physics at Cambridge University.teach sth to 
sb I’m teaching English to Italian students.teach sb about sth We were 
never taught anything about other religions.ADVERBSwell/badly taught She was well 

taught by good teachers.widely taught (=in many places) English is widely taught in 
schools in Korea.PHRASESteach sb how to do sth My dad is teaching me how 
to drive.qualified to teach I’m qualified to teach in a secondary 

school.THESAURUS: teachlectureto teach in a college or university by giving  

talks to groups of students on a subject:He lectures in engineering at a local  
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college.instruct formalto teach someone how to do something, especially a particular  

practical skill:She was instructing them how to use the computer system. | Staff are  

instructed in how to respond in the event of a fire.tutorto teach one student or a small  

group:I found work tutoring Mexican students in English.coach especially BrEto give 

private lessons, especially so that someone can pass an important  

test:He coaches students for their university entrance exams.trainto teach a person or  

group of people in the particular skills or knowledge they need to do a job:It will take 

at least a month to train the new assistant.educateto teach someone over a long 

period, usually at school or university. Educate is usually used in the passive, when 

talking about where someone went to school or university:He was educated in Britain,  

at Oxford University. | Her parents want to educate her at home.show sb the 

ropes informalto show someone how to do a job or task that they have just started  

doing:Miss McGinley will show you the ropes and answer any questions you may have.  

teacher /ˈtiːtʃə $ -ər/ noun [C]  someone whose job is to teach, especially in a 

schoolADJECTIVES/NOUNS + teachera good/great/excellent teacher I had a really 
good teacher.a bad/terrible/incompetent teacher He’s a good cook, but 

unfortunately he is a terrible teachersb’s favourite teacher BrE sb’s favorite 
teacher AmE I like her – she’s my favourite teacher.a science/French etc 

teacher Mrs Gonzales was our Spanish teacher.a piano/dance/art teacher Harry 
has a lesson with his piano teacher on Saturday mornings.a school teacher also a 
schoolteacher School teachers should be paid more money.an elementary 

school/high school etc teacher I always wanted to be a high school teacher.a 
classroom teacher (=one who works in a classroom) Some classroom teachers spend 
half their time trying to keep the students under control.the head teacher BrE (=the 

person in charge of a school) Judith is head teacher of a primary school in Salford.a 
full-time/part-time teacher Helen got a job as a part-time teacher.a qualified 
teacher Schools are only allowed to employ qualified teachers.a first-grade/second-

grade teacher AmE She worked as a sixth-grade teacher.a woman teacher There 
are more women teachers in elementary schools.a substitute teacher (=one who 
replaces the usual teacher) Mrs Jones was ill, so we had a substitute teacher.a supply 

teacher BrE (=one who does temporary work in schools) The school has to rely on 
supply teachers.teacher + NOUNSteacher training I want to do a teacher training 

course.THESAURUS: teacherprincipal also head teacher BrEthe teacher who is  

in charge of a school or college:The teacher sent him to the principal’s office. | She is  

the head teacher at a big secondary school.tutorsomeone who gives private lessons to  

one student or a small group of students. In Britain, a tutor is also a teacher in a  

university:They hired a tutor to help him with his English. | My tutor liked my essay 

and gave me a B for it.lecturersomeone who teaches in a university or  

college:University lecturers aren’t very well paid. | He is senior lecturer in business  

studies.professora teacher in a college or university. In Britain, a professor is a high-

ranking university teacher, especially one who is head of a department:She 

was professor of linguistics at Cambridge University.instructorsomeone who teaches a  
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sport or a practical skill such as swimming or driving:He works as a ski instructor in the 

winter. | a driving instructorcoachsomeone who helps a person or team improve in a  

sport:I'm having lessons from a professional tennis coach. | The coach says the team 

must work harder, if they are to win the championship.educator formal especially  

AmEsomeone whose job involves teaching people, or someone who is an expert on  

education:Most educators agree that class sizes are still too big.trainersomeone who 

teaches people particular skills, especially the skills they need to do a job:Many 

companies pay outside trainers to teach management skills to their staff. | He works as  

a teacher trainer.governessa woman who lived with a family and taught their children  

in past times:When she was a governess, Charlotte Brontë received twenty pounds a  

year.  

teaching /ˈtiːtʃɪŋ/ noun  the work or profession of a teacherNOUNS 

+ teachinglanguage/science/French etc teaching She has considerable experience 

of English language teaching.high school/university etc teaching He’s thinking 
about secondary school teaching as a new career.mixed-ability teaching (=in classes 
with students who have various levels of ability) If there are fewer teachers, that 

means more mixed-ability teaching.one-to-one teaching (=in which a teacher 
teaches a single student) In some subjects, one-to-one teaching is available.VERBSgo 

into teaching (=become a teacher) 20% of our graduates go into teaching.teaching + 

NOUNSthe teaching profession (=teachers, or the career of teaching) More and more 
people are choosing to go into the teaching profession.the teaching staff (=the 

teachers at a school, college etc) She attended a girls’ school where all the teaching 
staff were women.teaching methods Our teaching methods are quite 
traditional.teaching materials New teachers need time to prepare their own teaching 

materials.a teaching aid (=something that a teacher uses in the classroom) The 
school is equipped with modern teaching aids, including interactive 
whiteboards.teaching practice BrE student teaching AmE (=a period of teaching 

done by someone who is training to be a teacher) Trainee teachers do over 90 hours 
of teaching practice.a teaching job/post He took up his first teaching post in 2005.a 
teaching career She began her teaching career at a school in inner London.a 

teaching establishment (=a school, college, or university) Inspectors from the 
Education Department will visit every teaching establishment in the country. 

team AC /tiːm/ noun  1. a group of people who play a game or sport together 

against another groupADJECTIVES/NOUNS + teama good/strong team The game will 
be tough for us because Barcelona has a very strong team.the winning/losing 
team Everyone on the winning team will get a medal.a soccer/basketball etc 

team China’s basketball team is preparing for the Olympic Games.the school team I 
played for the school cricket team.the national team He coached the Italian national 
team.the home team (=the team whose sports field a game is being played 

on) Hayward then increased the home team’s lead.the visiting team (=the team who 
have travelled to their opponents’ sports field) The visiting team failed to score.the 
opposing team A member of the opposing team grabbed hold of his shirt.the 

women’s/men’s team Gunnell was captain of the British women’s team.the first 
team BrE (=the team with the best players in a school, club etc) He has played several 
times for the first team.the second team (=the team with players who are not as 
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good as those in the first team) He stepped up from the second team when Roberts 

was injured.VERBS + teamplay for a team He wants to play for a better team.support 
a team “Which team do you support?” “Chelsea.”beat a team We beat one of the 

best teams in the league.captain a team (=be the captain of a 
team) James captained his school basketball team.coach a team (=teach skills to a 
team) Cheung had coached the team since 2005.make the team (=be chosen as a 

member of a team) He was never good enough to make the team.drop sb from a 
team (=decide that someone should not play for a team) He has been dropped from 
the team because of injury.pick a team (=choose who will be in it) Capello will 

be picking the team for Wednesday’s game.field a team (=have a team that 
plays) Hungary fielded a strong team in the game last night.team + VERBSa team 
plays The team played well today.a team wins (sth) His team won the first game 3–

2.a team loses (sth) The team has lost the last three games.team + NOUNSthe team 
captain The cup was presented to the team captain.a team member also a member 
of a team He’s the eldest team member. | He was a popular member of the team.the 

team manager/coach Who do you think will be the next England team manager?a 
team game/sport (=one that is played by teams) She enjoys team sports such as 
basketball and hockey.PREPOSITIONSin a team BrE on a team AmE Bobby Charlton 

was in the team that won the World Cup.the team for sth She is in the England team 
for the European Junior Championship.PHRASESplay as a team (=work well with other 
people in the team) One reason for the 49ers’ success is that they play as a 

team. GrammarTeam is usually followed by a singular verb: Our team is winning. In  

British English, team can also be followed by a plural verb: Our team  

are winning. 2. a group of people who have been chosen to work together to do a 

particular jobADJECTIVES/NOUNS + teama management/research/sales etc 

team The design team has come up with a few ideas.a rescue team He was in the 
water for two hours before a rescue team arrived.a legal/medical/surgical 
team Bamber’s legal team argued that the new evidence should be taken into 

account.a good/strong team We have a very strong sales team.a three-man/four-
man etc team (=one with three, four etc people) About a month ago he hired a four-
man team of personal trainers.a 10-strong/14-strong etc team (=one with 10, 14 

etc people) A six-strong team from the Transport Research Laboratory is at the crash 
scene.team + NOUNSa team member also a member of a team Team members meet 
on a regular basis.a team leader The team leader will coordinate the work.a team 

effort (=when members of a team achieve something together) It was a great team 
effort and all the crew did a magnificent job.a team meeting Hold team meetings to 
discuss problems.team spirit (=willingness to work together to achieve 

something) There was great team spirit on this project.team building (=the activity of 
forming a team and making people work well together) The course will focus on team 
building.a team player (=someone who works well as part of a team) Betsy’s not 

a team player and is better working on her own.VERBSlead/head a 
team Giles led the team of surgeons who saved the singer’s life.join a team He 
will join the team of officials who are overseeing the negotiations.put 

together/assemble/build a team They have assembled a team of lawyers to look 
through the evidence.PREPOSITIONSa team of sth The committee consists of a team 
of experts.PHRASESwork as a team (=work well with other people in the team) Our 
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success lies in working together as a team.make a good team (=work well together 

as a team) You and I make a good team. 

tear1 /tɪə $ tɪr/ noun  a drop of liquid that comes out of your eye when you are 

crying GrammarUsually plural. PHRASESin tears (=crying) When she put the phone 

down, she was in tears.in floods of tears BrE (=crying a lot) I arrived to find him in 
floods of tears.close to tears also on the verge of tears (=almost crying) He could 

see that she was close to tears.moved to tears (=so upset that you cry) Members of 
the audience were moved to tears by her singing.bring tears to sb’s eyes (=make 
someone cry) This unexpected kindness brought tears to my eyes.reduce sb to 

tears (=make someone cry) Her insults had reduced him to tears.sb’s eyes fill with 
tears His eyes filled with tears as he remembered his mother.there are tears in sb’s 
eyes As she watched, there were tears of joy in her eyes.tears well up in sb’s 

eyes (=tears come into their eyes) Listening to his story, I could feel the tears welling 
up in my eyes.tears run/roll/stream down sb’s face She laughed until tears ran 
down her face.VERBSburst into tears also break down in tears (=suddenly start 

crying) She burst into tears and begged me to stay. | I broke down in tears when I 
read the letter.weep bitter/angry etc tears I wept tears of joy when I saw him 
again.hold back tears (=not cry, even though you feel like crying) She told her story, 

often struggling to hold back tears.fight/choke/blink back tears (=try not to 

cry) He fought back tears as he argued. Shed tearsThis phrase literally means “to cry  

about something”. It is often used in negative sentences, when saying that someone  

was not sad when something happened. Nobody shed any tears when he  

left. ADJECTIVESbitter tears (=expressing painful emotions) She wept bitter tears, 

knowing she was leaving her family behind.angry tears There were angry tears when 
the children heard the trip was cancelled.silent tears He sat in his office, 

weeping silent tears of frustration.hot tears I felt the hot tears running down my 
face.PREPOSITIONStears of joy/frustration/rage etc The tears were tears of joy. 

tear2 /teə $ ter/ verb  to damage something such as paper or cloth by pulling it 

hard, either deliberately or accidentallyPHRASEStear sth in two/half He 
angrily tore the letter in two and threw it in the fire.tear sth to pieces/shreds The 
dogs tore the meat to pieces.NOUNStear a hole in sth She caught her jumper on a nail 

and tore a hole in it.tear a muscle (=injure yourself by damaging your muscle) The 
player tore a muscle in his right knee.PREPOSITIONS/ADVERBStear sth up (=into many 
pieces) She tore up the photograph and put it in the wastepaper basket.tear sth 

open Alan tore open the envelope and quickly read the letter.tear (sth) off 
sth He tore off a piece of paper and wrote down his phone number.tear sth on 

sth I tore my jacket on a piece of sharp wire.THESAURUS: tearripto tear  

something quickly or violently:Beth excitedly ripped open the package. | Stop pulling  

my dress! You’ll rip it!splitto tear something so that a big hole appears in the 

middle:He bent down and split his trousers. | If you put too much in the bag you'll split  

it.ladder BrEif a woman ladders her tights or stockings, she tears them so that a long 

thin line appears in them:Damn! I’ve laddered my tights!snagto catch a piece of  
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clothing on something rough or sharp so that it tears slightly:I snagged my shirt on a  

nail.shredto deliberately destroy letters, documents etc by cutting them into thin  

pieces, often by using a special machine:In order to prevent fraud, it’s best to shred 

your old bank statements. | I went through all my papers shredding things I didn’t  

need.frayedtorn a little along the edges – used about clothes, carpets etc that have 

been used a lot:He was wearing an old pair of frayed jeans. | The rug was a little  

frayed around the edges. | The jacket was a little frayed around the cuffs (=the bottom 

part of the sleeves).THESAURUS: tear→ break1 (1)  

tease /tiːz/ verb  to laugh at someone and make jokes in order to have fun by 

embarrassing them, either in a friendly way or in an unkind wayADVERBStease sb 
gently Sometimes, Amelia would tease him gently and pretend that she was angry 
with him.tease sb mercilessly (=tease someone a lot) Her friends used 

to tease her mercilessly about her hair.be always teasing sb (=tease someone 
often) His wife was always teasing him because he was terrible at spelling.be only 
teasing Don’t get upset. I was only teasing.PREPOSITIONStease sb about sth My 

sister used to tease me about my weight.THESAURUS: teasemake fun of  

sb/sthto tease someone, especially in an unkind way, by laughing at something they 

do and making them seem stupid:The boys at school used to make fun of me and call  

me names. | Everyone made fun of the way our Maths teacher walked.tauntto tease 

someone in a very unpleasant way that shows you do not respect them, in order to  

make them angry or upset:In the end he hit the man for taunting him about his  

wife. | The other prisoners taunted him until he couldn’t bear it any more.pull sb’s  

leg informalto tease someone in a friendly way, by trying to make them think  

something is true when it is not:I’m not really 18. I was only pulling your leg. | I don’t  

believe you! You’re pulling my leg!wind sb up BrE informalto deliberately say 

something to someone, in order to see if they become annoyed or worried:Are you 

trying to wind me up? | My friends are always winding me up about it.take the 

mickey (out of sb) BrE informalto make someone look silly, often in a friendly way,  

for example by copying them or saying something that you do not really mean about  

them:I don’t speak like that – stop taking the mickey! | “You’re a genius, we all know 

that!” “Are you taking the mickey out of me?”  

technical AC /ˈteknɪkəl/ adjective  1. relating to machines and systemsNOUNSa 

technical problem/difficulty/fault The flight was cancelled because of a technical 
problem with one of the plane’s engines.technical staff The technical staff are 
responsible for maintaining the classroom equipment.a technical expert He is one the 

country’s leading technical experts on this type of system.2. relating to detailed 
knowledge or special skillsNOUNStechnical help/advice/support/assistance The 
company provides technical support for customers.technical 

knowledge/expertise/skills The job requires a lot of technical knowledge.technical 
details I asked him to explain the technical details.technical language/jargon This 
book contains a lot of technical language, which is difficult for ordinary people to 
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understand.a technical term URL is the technical term for what is often called a ‘web 

address’.ADVERBShighly technical The manufacturing process is highly technical. 

technique AC /tekˈniːk/ noun  a special way of doing 

somethingADJECTIVESbasic techniques Students are taught the basic techniques of 

jewellery making.modern techniques Modern techniques give much more accurate 
results.a simple technique It is amazing what a difference this simple technique can 
make.an effective technique This is an effective technique for removing grease 

stains.a standard technique She uses the standard technique for checking blood 
pressure.surgical techniques Surgical techniques have improved considerably in the 
last 20 years.NOUNS + techniquerelaxation techniques Patients are taught relaxation 

techniques to use at home.management techniques Head teachers are bringing 
new management techniques into schools.problem-solving techniques Students are 
trained in a range of problem-solving techniques.VERBSuse a technique also employ 

a technique formal By using this simple technique, you can read much more 
quickly.develop/devise a technique Researchers hope to develop more 
accurate techniques for testing students.learn a technique We started 

by learning some basic techniques.teach a technique We teach a number 
of techniques for improving concentration.practise a technique BrE practice a 

technique AmE He likes to practice his technique before the game 

technology AC /tekˈnɒlədʒi $ -ˈnɑː-/ noun  new equipment and methods that 

are based on modern scientific knowledgeADJECTIVES/NOUNS + technologymodern 
technology With the help of modern technology, we can now see deep into space.new 

technology Some people are suspicious of new technology.information 
technology (=computers and similar communication equipment) Countries that invest 
in information technology see economic benefits.computer technology Computer 

technology developed rapidly in the 1950s and 1960s.digital technology Digital 
technology is completely changing the way we communicate.the latest 
technology (=the most modern technology) The plane is equipped with the latest 

technology.the existing technology (=that is available now) The research was based 
on existing technology.advanced technology The researchers use advanced 
technology to study cells.cutting-edge technology (=extremely advanced) The plane 

uses cutting-edge technology which makes it invisible to radar.medical 
technology The advance of medical technology has meant that more patients 

survive.military technology Military technology makes huge advances during 
wartime.VERBSuse technology also employ technology formal We should be using 
technology to make our lives easier.introduce technology (=start using it) They plan 

to introduce the new technology in all their factories.invest in technology Companies 
are investing heavily in technology.embrace technology (=use it with 
enthusiasm) You have to be willing to embrace new technology at work.technology 

advances/evolves (=it develops and gets better) Medical technology has advanced in 
recent years.PHRASESadvances/developments in technology Developments in 
technology have made these phones incredibly powerful.science and 

technology There is less interest in the arts, and more in science and technology. 

tedious /ˈtiːdiəs/ adjective  THESAURUS > boring 

teenage adjective  THESAURUS > young 

teenager /ˈtiːneɪdʒə $ -ər/ noun  someone who is between 13 and 19 years 

oldADJECTIVESa young teenager The book was written for young teenagers.an older 
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teenager The film is likely to appeal to older teenagers.a local teenager Local 

teenagers like to gather in the park.a rebellious teenager (=one who deliberately 
does not obey people in authority) He was a rebellious teenager who was always 

getting into trouble.PHRASESas a teenager (=when someone is a teenager) As a 
teenager, he played in several rock bands. 

telephone /ˈteləfəʊn, ˈtelɪfəʊn $ -foʊn/ noun  the system or piece of equipment 

that you use to have a conversation with someone in another placeVERBSthe 

telephone rings The telephone rang, but Tom didn’t answer it.answer the 
telephone When I called, Mike answered the telephone.use the telephone May I use 
your telephone?talk on the telephone He was talking on the telephone when the 

doorbell rang.pick up the telephone As soon as she got home, she picked up the 
telephone and dialled his number.put down the telephone Before he could answer, 
she put down the telephone.call sb on the telephone Her son doesn’t even call her on 

the telephone.telephone + NOUNSa telephone call She got a telephone call from Joe 
last night.a telephone conversation We had a long telephone conversation.a 
telephone interview (=when a journalist asks someone questions using a 

telephone) In a telephone interview, he said that at least 200 people had been killed.a 
telephone line They didn’t even have a telephone line.sb’s telephone number He 

gave me his address and telephone number.a telephone bill I need to pay 
my telephone bill.the telephone system/service/network The country is planning 
to modernize its telephone system.a telephone company Complaints 

against telephone companies have increased.a telephone message When she got 
home, there was a telephone message for her to call George.a telephone 
helpline/hotline (=a number that you can phone for information or help) The 

government has set up a telephone helpline for people who are concerned about 
relatives in the earthquake area.Don’t say I had a telephone from him. Say I had a 
telephone call from him.PREPOSITIONSby telephone Reservations can be made by 

telephone.on the telephone (=talking to someone using a telephone) She’s been on 
the telephone all evening.down the telephone BrE He shouted at me down the 
telephone.over the telephone I read the names out to him over the 

telephone. Telephone or phone?Telephone sounds formal. In everyday English,  

people usually say phone.  

television /ˈteləˌvɪʒən, ˈtelɪˌvɪʒən, ˌteləˈvɪʒən/ noun  a piece of electronic 

equipment with a screen, on which you can watch programmes, or the programmes 
that you can watchVERBSwatch television The kids were watching 

television upstairs.see/watch sth on television She saw the game on 
television.turn/switch the television on Lucy turned the television on to watch the 
news.turn/switch the television off I switched off the television and went to 

bed.turn the television up/down (=make it louder or quieter) Rory had turned the 
television up so loud that the people next door complained.Don’t say see/watch sth in 
television. Say see/watch sth on television.television + NOUNSa television show The 

singer now has his own television show.a television programme BrE a television 
program AmE Her favourite television programme was just starting.a television 
series (=a set of programmes with the same characters or subject, broadcast every 

day or every week) He starred in the popular television series ‘Friends’.a television 
station/channel (=an organization that makes television programmes) The man told 
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Brazil’s RBS television station that he was worried about his daughter’s 

disappearance.the television news She was interviewed by Channel 4 television 
news.a television documentary/drama/advertisement/interview etc We 

watched a television documentary about China.a television adaptation (=a 
programme based on a book, film, or play) The programme is a television adaptation of 
Dickens’ famous book.television coverage (=reporting about something on 

television) There has been extensive television coverage of the election campaign.a 
television presenter BrE Ross is a well-known television presenter.a television 
reporter/journalist Grant was interviewed by a BBC television journalist.a television 

producer/director (=someone who makes television programmes) A television 
producer asked her if she would like to appear in the series.television 
audience/viewers The programme was seen by millions of television viewers.a 

television (film) crew (=a group of people who produce and film television 
programmes) A television crew were allowed to film the meeting.a television 
screen Bella’s eyes were fixed on the television screen.a television set (=a 

television) Most people in Britain have at least one television set.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ televisionlive television The game was shown on live television.national 
television The president went on national television to appeal for calm.satellite/cable 

television They have a dish for satellite television.digital television The switchover 
to digital television has begun.terrestrial television BrE (=television that is not 
broadcast using a satellite or cable) Many of these games are not available 

on terrestrial television.high definition/HD television They plan to introduce a 
new high definition television channel.3D television (=which makes people and 
objects seem more real) For 3D television, you have to wear special glasses.a 

widescreen television (=a television with a wide screen) Widescreen televisions are 
getting more popular, especially in home cinema systems.a plasma/LCD 
television Each hotel room has a minibar and plasma television.a flatscreen 

television We offer a buyer’s guide to the latest flatscreen 
televisions.PREPOSITIONSon television Is there anything good on television tonight?in 
front of the television (=facing the television) We ate our meal in front of the 

television. Television or TV?In everyday spoken English, TV is more common.In  

informal British English, people also say the telly. In informal American English,  

people also say the tube. THESAURUS: televisionTVtelevision. In everyday 

English, people usually say TV and not television:Sometimes I don’t feel like doing  

anything except watching TV. | There’s nothing good on the TV. | Our TV 

set (=television)isn’t working properly.the telly/the box BrE also the 

tube AmE informala television, or the programmes that are broadcast on  

television:Can you turn the telly down a bit? | What’s on the box tonight? | There’s  

nothing good on the tube.satellite television also satellite TVtelevision programmes 

that are broadcast using satellites in space, and which you need a special piece of  

equipment to be able to watch:Do you have satellite TV at home? | You can watch the 

game on satellite television. | a satellite dish (=the round thing that you put on your  

roof or the wall of your house in order to receive satellite television signals)terrestrial  
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televisiontelevision that is not broadcast by satellite or cable:The company has  

secured the rights to broadcast the Championship on terrestrial television.cable 

television also cable TV cabletelevision programmes that are broadcast by 

cable (=tubes containing wires that carry television pictures):The program was first  

shown on cable.digital television also digital TV digitalprogrammes that are 

broadcast using digital signals, with more choice and better quality pictures than  

ordinary television:The switchover to digital TV took place between 2010 and 

2012 (=the change to digital television).widescreen television also widescreen TVa  

television that is much wider than it is high, and wider than an ordinary television.  

Widescreen televisions are used for programmes that are broadcast using digital  

signals:There was a massive widescreen TV in the living room. | Widescreen TV is good 

for watching films.  

tell /tel/ verb  to give someone information by speaking or writing to 

themNOUNStell a story/tale He told the story of how he and his wife met.tell a 
joke They sat around laughing and telling jokes.tell sb a secret I offered 
to tell her my secret if she didn’t tell anyone else.tell a lie The newspaper told 

lies about us.tell the truth “I’m telling you the truth,” she insisted.ADVERBStell sb 
firmly “Calm down, Laura,” he told her firmly.tell sb bluntly/frankly/flatly (=in a 

very direct way, which may upset someone) The teacher told him bluntly that if he 
didn’t improve, he would lose his place on the course.tell sb gently I tried to tell her 
as gently as possible, so as not to hurt her feelings.tell sb 

truthfully She told him truthfully that she did not have the keys.PREPOSITIONStell sb 
about sth Mark was telling us about his new job.tell sb of sth formal (=tell someone 
about something) She told us of her pride at seeing her son graduate.tell sth to sb We 

advised him not to tell this story to reporters.PHRASEStell sb all about sth “Have you 
heard about Sarah and Jeff?” “Yes, Mike told me all about it.”you must not tell 
anyone It’s a secret – you mustn’t tell anyone.I hate to tell you, 

but... spoken (=used for introducing unpleasant news) I hate to tell you, but it looks 

like someone’s stolen your car.THESAURUS: telllet sb know especially spokento  

tell someone something when you know more about it:Let me know your new 

address as soon as possible. | Let us know what happens at the interview.pass a  

message on to sb also pass it on informalto tell another person the information that  

has been told to you:She’s with a client at the moment, but I’ll pass the message on to  

her. | If I get any news, I’ll pass it on.briefto give someone all the necessary  

information about a situation, so that they can do their work:Police officers were 

briefed before going out to arrest the suspects. | The captain briefed us about our  

mission.recount/relate formalhistory | story | tale | adventure | experience | in

cidentto tell someone about something that happened:The guide recounted the history  

of the castle, from the 1300s onwards. | The others looked at her as if she were mad 

when she recounted the story. | One girl related a story about a friend who had 

accidentally become pregnant. | He was recounting the tale to one of his  
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colleagues. | She listened in silence while Mrs Maugham recounted her adventures  

with Mrs Hanney to the rest of the family. | That evening I related the incident to my 

wife.bring sth to sb’s attentionto tell someone about something that they did not  

know about, but which they need to know about:I wanted to bring the matter to your  

attention. | She was the first person to study the effects of pesticides, and to bring  

them to people’s attention.fill sb in informalto tell someone about things that have 

happened recently, especially at work:Can you fill Robert in on the progress we’ve 

made while he’s been on holiday?TO OFFICIALLY TELL SOMEONEinformto officially tell  

someone about something:Do you think we ought to inform the police? | If you see 

anyone doing anything suspicious, you should inform the authorities. | Doctors  

should inform patients about the possible side effects of any drugs they 

prescribe.announceto tell people publicly and officially about something:The university  

chancellor announced his resignation on Friday. | It was announced that the company 

had made a profit of $6 billion. | We regret to announce that there will be no service 

today.reportto officially tell someone about something that has happened:She was  

able to report that the project was nearly finished.notify formalto tell someone 

officially about something that has happened or that is planned to happen:Staff  

were notified several months in advance that they would be losing their jobs (=they 

were told several months before it happened).  

temper /ˈtempə $ -ər/ noun  if someone has a temper, they become angry 

suddenly or easilyADJECTIVESa quick/short temper (=likely to get angry easily) He’s 

got a quick temper which often gets him into trouble.a bad/terrible/nasty 
temper Dan arrived home in a terrible temper.a fiery/violent/explosive 
temper (=likely to get very angry very quickly) Mary has learned to control her fiery 

temper.VERBSlose your temper (=become angry) It was hot and I was beginning 
to lose my temper.have a temper Grandad had quite a temper, so we kept out of his 
way.control/keep your temper She tried to speak calmly 

and control her temper.tempers flare/rise (=people become angry) Tempers 
flared and people said some hurtful things.tempers cool (=people stop being 
angry) We decided to break off discussions to allow tempers to cool.PHRASESa temper 

tantrum (=when someone, especially a child, behaves very angrily and 
unreasonably) Young children sometimes have temper tantrums if they don’t get what 
they want.a fit/flash/burst of temper (=when you are very angry for a short 

time) He had smashed the picture in a fit of temper.in a temper Sarah banged doors 
and screamed at her mother when she was in a temper.fly into a temper (=suddenly 
become very angry) He flew into a temper at the slightest thing.tempers get/become 

frayed BrE (=people become annoyed) People were pushing each other, 
and tempers were becoming frayed. 

temperature /ˈtemprətʃə, ˈtemprɪtʃə $ -ər/ noun  a measure of how hot or cold 

a place or thing isADJECTIVESa high temperature The metal is heated to a high 
temperature.a low temperature Temperatures were so low that most plants could not 
survive.a constant temperature The temperature of the laboratory is 

kept constant.extreme temperatures The material has to be able to 
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withstand extreme temperatures.sub-zero/freezing temperatures They spent six 

hours on the mountain in sub-zero temperatures.the average 
temperature The average temperature in the city during 2009 was 

11.2°C.maximum/minimum temperature The water in the pool is kept at a 
minimum temperature of 20°C.NOUNS + temperaturethe air/water temperature The 
water temperature should be between 60 and 65°F.sb’s body temperature His body 

temperature is normal.temperature + VERBSthe temperature rises/goes up The 
temperature rose steadily throughout the morning.the temperature soars (=rises 
quickly to a high level) In summer the temperature can soar to over 40°C (104°F).the 

temperature falls/drops/goes down Last winter, the temperature fell below 
freezing on only five days.the temperature plummets (=goes down quickly to a very 
low level) The temperature plummeted to -50°.VERBS + temperaturetake/check sb’s 

temperature (=measure it) The nurse took his temperature.measure the 
temperature of sth The scientists measured the Earth’s average temperature.raise 
the temperature The thermostat allows you to raise the temperature.lower the 

temperature Paracetamol lowers your body temperature.temperature + NOUNSa 
temperature range The plant grows best within a temperature range of 20–
25°C.temperature control Temperature control is very important when storing 

food.PREPOSITIONSthe temperature of sth The temperature of the water was just 
right for swimming.at a temperature The clothes were washed at a 
high temperature.PHRASESa rise in temperature also a temperature rise The result 

was a rise in the Earth’s temperature.a drop/fall in temperature At night there is a 
dramatic drop in temperature.a change in temperature also a temperature 
change The oil is affected by changes in temperature.at room temperature Store the 

wine at room temperature. 

temple /ˈtempəl/ noun  a building where people go to worship in some 

religionsADJECTIVESan ancient temple The ancient temples of Egypt attract many 

tourists.a Buddhist/Hindu etc temple Wat Pho is the oldest Buddhist temple in 
Bangkok.a Roman/Greek etc temple (=from ancient Rome or Greece) The Temple of 
Zeus was a magnificent Greek temple in the city of Olympia.a classical temple (=from 

ancient Roman or Greek times) The front of the museum is made to look like a classical 
temple.VERBSbuild a temple The temple was built thousands of years ago.visit a 
temple When we were in Thailand we visited lots of temples.worship at a 

temple (=pray or sing in order to show respect and love for a god) It is traditional for 
people to worship at the temple on New Year’s Day. 

temporary AC /ˈtempərəri, -pəri $ -pəreri/ adjective  continuing for only a 

limited period of timeNOUNStemporary work Students are usually able to 
find temporary work during the summer.a temporary 
job/position/appointment I’ve been offered a temporary job in a department 

store.temporary workers/staff/employees It is cheaper for employers to 
use temporary workers than permanent staff.temporary accommodation The family 
will live in temporary accommodation until the work on their house is completed.a 

temporary office/classroom/bed/shelter He was speaking from the tent which is 
now his temporary office.a temporary arrangement/solution This is just a 
temporary arrangement, until we can find a permanent solution.a temporary 

measure (=a temporary way of dealing with a problem) Staff have moved into a 
different office as a temporary measure.temporary relief (=a temporary way of 
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making someone feel less pain or a problem less serious) The treatment should provide 

some temporary relief from the pain.a temporary replacement He is just a temporary 
replacement while they find a new manager.the temporary closure of sth The 

demonstrations led to the temporary closure of several main roads.ADVERBSonly/just 
temporary Don’t worry – the effects are only temporary.PHRASESon a temporary 

basis She’s working in the library on a temporary basis.THESAURUS: 

temporaryprovisionalgovernment | licence | figures | results | date | agreem

ent | arrangement | bookingonly arranged to last for a short time. You also 

use provisional about information that is likely to change after a short time:The two 

parties announced that they had formed a provisional government. | The provisional  

licence lasts for a period of 12 months. | Provisional figures showed that inflation was  

running at 8%. | The party won 44.8 % of the vote, according to provisional  

results. | The provisional date for the meeting is Sunday, September 17th. | The 

company signed a 6-month provisional agreement with the government. | I made 

a provisional booking to use the hall next Friday  

afternoon.stopgapmeasure | solutiontemporary – used about a way of dealing with  

a problem that you use for a short time, until you can find something better:As 

a stopgap measure, the school has moved into a nearby church hall (=a temporary  

way of dealing with a problem). | The loan from the European Central bank is intended 

to be a stopgap solution. Stopgap is only used before a  

noun. passingphase | fadused about something that people are only interested in  

for a short time and is not serious or important:Children sometimes refuse to eat  

certain foods, but this is normally just a passing phase. | Some people think that  

organic food is just a passing fad (=something that is fashionable for a short  

time). Passing is only used before a  

noun. ephemeral formalnature | beautyexisting for only a very short time and then 

disappearing completely – used especially when making serious statements about life  

and the world:For Japanese people, cherry blossoms are a symbol of the ephemeral  

nature of life. | Snow has an ephemeral beauty – you know that it won’t be there 

forever. | Fame is  

ephemeral.transient formalphenomenon | condition | change | nature | populati

onexisting or staying somewhere only for a short time – used when a situation is  

always changing:Far from being a transient phenomenon, high unemployment has  

become a long-term feature of the economy. | The plant’s growth is influenced by the 

weather and other transient conditions. | The researchers observed transient  

changes in blood flow to the brain. | These symptoms are usually of a transient  

nature. | Arizona has a highly transient population.ANTONYMS → permanent 
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temptation /tempˈteɪʃən/ noun  a strong desire to have or do something even 

though you know you should notADJECTIVESa great/strong temptation There is 
a strong temptation to ignore these problems.an overwhelming 
temptation (=extremely strong) He felt an overwhelming temptation to kiss her.a 

constant temptation Working at night, he has to fight the constant temptation to 
sleep.a natural temptation When a player is performing badly, there is a natural 
temptation to look for excuses.an irresistible temptation (=which you cannot 

control) If the money is there, he feels an irresistible temptation to spend 
it.VERBSresist the temptation to do sth Resist the temptation to eat unhealthy 
snacks when you’re hungry.give in to temptation also succumb to/yield to 

temptation formal (=do what you feel you want to do, even though you know you 
should not do it) Be strong – don’t give in to temptation.avoid the temptation to do 
sth Avoid the temptation to cheat.PHRASESthere is (always) a temptation to do 

sth There is always the temptation to start drinking again.out of temptation’s 
way (=in a place where you will not be tempted to have or do something) I put the 
chocolates in the cupboard, out of temptation’s way. 

tenacious /təˈneɪʃəs/ adjective  THESAURUS > determined 

tendency /ˈtendənsi/ noun  when someone usually does something, or when 

something usually happensADJECTIVESa strong tendency There is a strong 

tendency to give patients far more drugs than is necessary.a natural 
tendency also an inherent/innate tendency formal (=one you are born with) His 
recent experiences had reinforced a strong natural tendency towards caution.a 

common tendency (=among many people) There is a common tendency to drive too 
close to the vehicle in front.a marked tendency (=noticeable) There is a marked 
tendency for Hollywood marriages to end in divorce.an increasing/growing 

tendency We are disturbed by the growing tendency among young people to 
smoke.aggressive/violent tendencies Some breeds of dog have aggressive 
tendencies.criminal tendencies How should we deal with young people who 

have criminal tendencies?artistic tendencies As a young man, he displayed artistic 
tendencies.suicidal tendencies Doctors failed to inform the prison authorities of the 
man’s suicidal tendencies.VERBShave a tendency He has a tendency to argue with 

people when he’s drunk.show a tendency also reveal/display a 
tendency formal Students in warmer classrooms showed a tendency to fall 
asleep.resist/overcome a tendency (=control it) She tried to resist her tendency to 

criticize.counter/counteract a tendency (=make it less likely) Is there anything we 
can do to counteract this tendency?reinforce a tendency (=make it more likely) The 
culture he grew up in reinforced his natural tendency to be aggressive.PREPOSITIONSa 

tendency for sth There is a tendency for people to pretend that the problem doesn’t 
exist.a tendency to/towards sth There is a marked tendency towards crime in these 
neighbourhoods.a tendency among people There was a tendency among younger 

candidates to exaggerate their success.PHRASESa tendency to do sth She has 
a tendency to become irritated with people.a tendency on the part of sb There’s 
a tendency on the part of some newspapers to blame the victim. 

tender /ˈtendə $ -ər/ adjective  THESAURUS > soft (1) 

tennis /ˈtenəs, ˈtenɪs/ noun  a game for two people or two pairs of people who 

use rackets to hit a small soft ball backwards and forwards over a netVERBSplay 
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tennis I enjoyed playing tennis at the weekend.watch tennis She enjoys watching 

tennis on television.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + tennisprofessional tennis The best players 
in professional tennis can earn a lot of money.men’s/women’s tennis She is this 

year’s women’s tennis champion.lawn tennis (=played on grass) Wimbledon is the 
most famous lawn tennis championship in the world.indoor tennis He won the indoor 
tennis tournament.floodlit tennis (=played under special lights) Hotel activities 

include sailing and floodlit tennis.tennis + NOUNSa tennis player She is a very 
good tennis player.a tennis racket/racquet (=the wooden or metal thing you use to 
hit a tennis ball) I’ve broken some of the strings on my tennis racquet.a tennis 

ball The children were throwing a tennis ball to each other.a tennis court (=a four-
sided area that you play tennis on) Our hotel had two tennis courts and a swimming 
pool.a tennis match He’s watching a tennis match on TV.a tennis club I’ve decided to 

join the local tennis club.a tennis champion/star One day he hopes to become 
a tennis champion.a tennis championship/tournament/competition My sister 
recently won a tennis tournament.a tennis coach (=someone who helps people to 

improve their tennis skills) Darren works as a tennis coach at the sports centre.a 
tennis lesson I’ve got a tennis lesson this afternoon.a tennis shoe I need a new pair 
of tennis shoes.PHRASESa game of tennis We decided to play a game of tennis 

tense AC /tens/ adjective  anxious and worried because of something bad that 

might happen, or making you feel like thisVERBSfeel tense I always feel tense before 
an exam.look/sound tense The patients in the dentist’s waiting room 

all looked rather tense. | Her voice sounded tense on the telephone.NOUNSa tense 
situation She tried to calm the tense situation as the two men faced each other.a 
tense atmosphere There was a tense atmosphere in the stadium before the game.a 

tense time/period It was a tense time for everyone when Dad was ill.a tense 
moment There was a tense moment when one of the riders fell off her horse.a tense 
silence There was a tense silence in the room.a tense expression She had a tense 

expression on her face.tense relations/a tense relationship Tense relations have 
existed between the two countries for many years.tense negotiations/a tense 
discussion After tense negotiations, the army left peacefully. 

tension AC /ˈtenʃən/ noun  1. a nervous worried feeling that makes it impossible 

for you to relaxADJECTIVESnervous tension The night before the wedding my mother 
was in a state of nervous tension.unbearable tension (=you feel the tension so 

strongly that you cannot think about anything else) The tension as we waited for the 
announcement was almost unbearable.palpable tension formal (=very strong) There 
was a moment of palpable tension as she opened the envelope.pent-up tension (=not 

expressed) His body was stiff with pent-up tension.VERBSreduce/ease/relieve 
tension Breathing deeply helps to clear the mind and reduce tension.feel/sense the 
tension She could sense the tension in the room.PREPOSITIONStension in sth I could 

see the tension in his face.PHRASESa state of tension Marie lived in a constant state 
of tension waiting for his phone calls.an atmosphere of tension Voting took place in 
an atmosphere of tension.2. the feeling that exists when people or countries do not 

trust each other and may suddenly attack each other or start 
arguingADJECTIVESincreasing/growing/mounting/rising tension There are reports 
of increasing tension along the border.tensions are/remain high Tensions are high 

and fighting could start at any minute.heightened tension (=greater than 
before) This is a time of heightened tension between the two countries.racial/ethnic 
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tension Martin Luther King had an important role in calming the racial tensions of 

America in the 1960s.social/political tension The economic crisis was accompanied 
by mounting social tension. | The heightened political tensions could easily spill over 

into violence.sectarian/religious tension (=between different religious groups) Police 
are concerned about the possibility of sectarian tension at the event.VERBSdefuse the 
tension (=make a situation more friendly) His statement was intended to defuse the 

tension.create/cause tension Politicians need to realize that an angry speech 
can create a lot of tension.raise/increase tension The arrests only served to raise 
tension among local people.stir up/fuel tension (=make it worse) The terrorist attack 

was designed to fuel tension between the religious communities.heighten/ratchet up 
the tension (=make it reach a very high level) The sound of distant gunfire ratcheted 
up the tension in the city today.tension rises/mounts also tension 

escalates formal Tension in the region is mounting following the disputed 
election.tension flares up/boils over also tension erupts (=there is sudden 
violence) If people see the government taking no action, tension may well flare 

up again.PREPOSITIONStension between people The statement caused tension 
between Christians and Muslims.tension among people This statement was designed 
to reduce tension among party members.tension over sth There is still a lot of tension 

over the ownership of the land.PHRASESa source of tension This agreement should 
remove a major source of tension among America’s allies.the tensions are beneath 
the surface (=they are hidden and you do not notice them immediately) The old 

tensions were still there beneath the surface.3. an exciting quality in a film, book etc 
that exists when you are expecting something to happenADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ tensionincreasing/mounting tension There is mounting tension in the second part 

of the film as we wait for the bomb to explode.dramatic tension It is a scene full 
of dramatic tension.sexual tension (=between people who are sexually attracted to 
each other) Audiences loved the sexual tension between the two main 

characters.VERBSkeep up the tension also maintain the 
tension formal Unfortunately, the author fails to maintain this tension in the second 
half of the book.heighten the tension (=make it stronger) The sound of a clock 

ticking serves to heighten the tension.lack tension Once this secret has been revealed, 
the film seems to lack dramatic tension. 

tent /tent/ noun [C]  a shelter consisting of a sheet of cloth supported by poles 

and ropes, used especially for campingVERBSpitch/set up/put up a tent also erect a 
tent formal We looked for a flat area where we could pitch our tent.take down a 
tent In the morning we took down our tents.pack up a tent (=take it down and put it 

in a bag) We packed up the tent and set off up the mountain.sleep in a tent Many 
homes have been destroyed, and people are being forced to sleep in tents.NOUNS 

+ tenta two-person/five-person etc tent They bought a large six-person tent for 

family camping.a circus tent (=a large tent in which a circus performs) The large 
striped circus tent will seat an audience of 500.a mess tent (=a large tent used by 
soldiers to eat in) A group of soldiers were eating breakfast in the mess tent.a 

hospitality/beer/lunch etc tent (=a large tent used for providing drinks or 
food) Ron headed straight for the beer tent.a dome tent (=a tent that is round on 
top) This is a dome tent that is quick and easy to erect.a pup tent AmE (=a small tent, 

usually shaped like the top of an A) At camp, the Scouts will sleep in pup tents.tent + 

NOUNSa tent peg (=a small stick that holds the tent to the ground) It was hard to 
hammer the tent pegs into the rocky ground.a tent pole The tent poles are light but 
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strong, so this is a good tent for backpacking.a tent flap (=the door of a tent) She 

drew back the tent flap and looked outside.a tent camp (=a place where there are a 
lot of tents for people who have been affected by wars or disasters) Aid workers started 

building a tent camp for the people whose homes were destroyed in the earthquake.a 
tent city (=an area in a city where people live in tents, often because they do not have 
homes) For a while he lived in a tent city for the homeless in Detroit. 

term /tɜːm $ tɜːrm/ noun  1. a word or expression with a particular meaning, 

especially one that is used for a specific subject or type of languageADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ terma legal/medical term The website provides a list of legal terms.a technical 
term ‘Gender’ is a technical term in grammar.a slang term ‘The Old Bill’ is a slang 

term for the police.a derogatory/pejorative term (=one that is insulting or 
disapproving) ‘Pinko’ is a derogatory term for someone with socialist ideas.VERBSuse a 
term ‘IED’ is a term used by the military to describe a homemade bomb.coin a 

term (=invent it) Funk coined the term ‘vitamin’ in 1912.define a term (=explain 
what it means) Question three asks you to define the term ‘relative atomic mass’.be 
couched in ... terms formal (=be expressed in a particular way) Their demands 

were couched in polite terms.a term means sth The term ‘reasonable force’ 
means different things to different people.a term refers to/describes sth ‘Domicile’ 

is a term that refers to the place where you live.PREPOSITIONSa term for 
sth ‘Multimedia’ is the term for any technique combining sounds and images.PHRASESa 
term of abuse (=a word that is offensive or deliberately rude) ‘Fruitcake’ is used as a 

term of abuse, when you think someone is crazy.a term of endearment (=a word 
that expresses your love for someone) Many people use terms of endearment like 
‘love’, ‘dear’, and ‘honey’.in layman’s terms (=using ordinary words, not technical 

words) I want something that will explain in layman’s terms how my computer works.in 
glowing terms (=praising someone or something highly) Friends and relatives speak 
of him in glowing terms.in strong terms The Pope condemned both Nazism and 

Communism in strong terms.2. used when describing or considering something in a 

particular way GrammarAlways plural in this meaning. ADJECTIVESin general/broad 

terms They have talked in general terms about making some changes.in simple 

terms In simple terms, the company needs to sell more products at higher prices.in 
real/absolute terms (=calculated by including the general decrease in the value of 
money over a period of time) Spending on education has increased by 5% in real 

terms.in practical terms In practical terms, what will the tax increase mean for 
families?in relative terms (=when compared with other things or people) In relative 
terms, the building wasn’t too badly damaged.in human terms The cost of going to 

war, in human terms, has been huge.in economic/financial/military etc terms The 
two countries are comparable in economic terms.PREPOSITIONSin terms of sth It’s the 

largest company in terms of employees.PHRASESdescribe/express/define sth in 
terms of sth Femininity is still defined in terms of beauty.talk/speak in terms of 
sth He’s absolutely genuine when he talks in terms of his beliefs and 

ambitions.measure/evaluate sth in terms of sth A company’s success is 
often measured in terms of how much profit it makes.think of sth in terms of sth It’s 
a mistake to think of Florida only in terms of its tourist attractions.3. a fixed period of 

time during which someone does something or something happensADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ terma prison/jail term He faced a maximum prison term of 25 years.a five-
year/ten-year etc term The president is elected for a five-year term.a fixed 
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term The contract was for a fixed term of three years.a maximum/minimum 

term The maximum term was life imprisonment.VERBSserve a term She served a 
term as chairwoman of the council.PREPOSITIONSa term as sth Gilbert is now serving 

his second term as mayor.a term of five years/ten years etc The lease runs for 
a term of 99 years.PHRASESa term of/in office The Governor ends his term of 
office in September.a term of imprisonment/detention She was sentenced to a 

long term of imprisonment.4. one of the periods of time that the school or university 
year is divided into. In Britain, there are usually three terms in a yearADJECTIVESthis 
term This term we’re studying Shakespeare’s Midsummer Night’s Dream.next term I 

have my exams next term.last term We studied American history last term.the new 
term Are you looking forward to the new term?NOUNS + termthe school/university 
term The school term was about to start.the spring/summer/autumn etc term Mrs 

Collins will be leaving us at the end of the summer term.PHRASESthe beginning/start 
of term The beginning of term was only two days away.the end of term We had a 
party at the end of term.the first/last day of term On the last day of term we went 

home early.in/during term-time (=when students are at school or college) Parents 

need permission to take their children out of school during term-time. US speakers  

usually say semester. 5. the terms of an agreement, contract, arrangement etc are 

the conditions that have been decided for it GrammarAlways plural in this  

meaning. VERBSagree terms The two sides failed to agree terms, and the deal was 

cancelled.negotiate terms Farmers are trying to negotiate better terms from 
supermarkets for their products.accept the terms of sth Japan accepted the terms 

of the treaty.set terms (=decide what they will be) Under the terms set by the 
European Commission, airlines are able to offer a range of prices for air tickets.set out 
terms (=explain them in writing) The document sets out the terms of insurance for the 

insured property.secure terms (=obtain them) The big energy companies were able to 
secure highly favourable terms from the government.dictate terms (=control or 
influence them) If there is a lot of demand for a product, the seller can dictate 

terms.break the terms of sth also violate/breach the terms of sth formal He was 
arrested for violating the terms of his parole.comply with the terms of sth (=do what 
the terms say) Failure to comply with the terms of the contract will result in a 

fine.ADJECTIVESfavourable terms (=good and giving you an advantage) The company 
was able to arrange a loan on very favourable terms.unfavourable terms (=bad and 
giving you a disadvantage) Poorer countries often find that the unfavourable terms of 

trade are an obstacle to development.attractive terms (=ones that seem good) There 
are attractive terms for private investors.PREPOSITIONSthe terms of sth The contract 
sets out the terms of the sale.under the terms of sth Under the terms of the deal, the 

two companies will have an equal share in the new business.within the terms of 
sth You have to act within the terms of the contract.PHRASESthe terms and 
conditions Read all the terms and conditions before signing the contract. 

terminal AC /ˈtɜːmɪnəl $ ˈtɜːr-/ noun [C]  a big building where people wait to get 

onto planes, buses, or ships, or where goods are loadedADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ terminalan airport/air/bus/ferry terminal Boats go to Staten Island from 

the ferry terminal on the southern tip of Manhattan.an international terminal The 
new international terminal will handle two million passengers a year.a passenger 
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terminal (=where passengers get on or off planes, trains, buses etc) The road 

connects the airport’s nine passenger terminals.a freight terminal (=where goods are 
loaded or unloaded) The freight terminals are located north of the passenger terminals 

and main runways.a container terminal (=where goods are loaded or unloaded in 
large metal containers) They are building a new container terminal at the port in Hong 
Kong.an oil/gas terminal (=a place at a port or airport where oil or gas is stored, 

especially for export or import) New docks and an oil terminal have been built at the 
port to handle the increase in trade.terminal + NOUNSa terminal building Please wait 
inside the terminal building for your flight to be called. 

terminate AC /ˈtɜːməneɪt, ˈtɜːmɪneɪt $ ˈtɜːr-/ verb  if something terminates, or if 

you terminate it, it endsNOUNSterminate a contract/agreement The court ruled that 
the contract must be terminated.terminate sb’s employment The 
company terminated his employment after he admitted to theft.terminate a 

relationship She had recently terminated her relationship with her boyfriend of six 
years.terminate a pregnancy She made the decision to terminate the 
pregnancy.ADVERBSabruptly terminate sth The negotiations were abruptly 

terminated with no agreement.immediately terminate sth We immediately 
terminated the deal when we found out about the fraud. 

terrible /ˈterəbəl, ˈterɪbəl/ adjective  extremely bad or severeNOUNSa terrible 

mistake The decision was a terrible mistake.a terrible accident A terrible 
accident left her unable to walk.a terrible injury/pain/disease I had a terrible 
pain in my chest.a terrible shock/blow Finding him dead was a terrible shock. | Her 

illness has been a terrible blow to her.a terrible experience/ordeal/time She’s been 
through a terrible ordeal and needs time to recover. | Ben was bullied at school and 
had a terrible time.a terrible event/tragedy The world will never forget the terrible 

events of 9/11. | The accident was a terrible tragedy.terrible 
weather/rain/storm The weather's terrible here and I’d like to move abroad!terrible 
food The prison food was terrible.a terrible sight/smell/sound He looked a terrible 

sight after the accident.terrible news I’ve just had some terrible news about my 
brother.terrible trouble/danger They were in terrible danger as water started to fill 
the car.a terrible mess He left the bathroom in a terrible mess, with clothes all over 

the floor.a terrible waste The war was a terrible waste of human 
life.VERBSlook/feel/sound terrible David felt terrible when he woke up the next 

morning.ADVERBSabsolutely terrible It must be absolutely terrible for his 
parents.Don’t say very terrible.PHRASESbe in a terrible state She hadn’t eaten for 
several days and was in a terrible state.something terrible James was worried 

that something terrible had happened to her.THESAURUS: 

terribleawful especially  

spoken also dreadful BrEmess | mistake | moment | day | weather | place | feeli

ng | shock | pain | job | smellterrible:The whole situation is an awful mess. | For  

a dreadful moment, I thought Anne was going to collapse. | I’ve had an awful day. | He 

hadn't slept and he looked 

dreadful.appalling/atrocious/horrendousconditions | state | situation | record

 | crime | act | tragedy | injury | weatherterrible and shocking:The refugees are 

living in appalling conditions. | The country has an appalling record on human 
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rights. | No one has ever been charged with this horrendous crime. | He 

suffered appalling injuries in the attack. | The weather was atrocious so we didn’t go 

sailing.horriblefeeling | thought | experience | place | person | smell | sight | m

istake | death | crimevery bad and unpleasant – used especially when something has  

a strong effect on you and you feel shocked, annoyed, or sick:I had a horrible  

feeling that someone was watching me all the time. | Being in prison is a horrible  

experience. | There was a horrible smell of vomit. | This soup tastes 

horrible.horrificaccident | crash | injuries | burns | crime | murder | attack | d

eath | event | incident | sceneterrible in a way that is frightening, shocking, or  

upsetting. Horrific is usually used when people suffer injuries or die:Eva lost both legs  

in a horrific accident. | She suffered horrific injuries in the explosion. | The attack  

was absolutely 

horrific.hideouscreature | monster | face | sight | building | crimeused when 

something looks terrible, or seems shocking:They looked like hideous creatures from 

another universe. | A smile suddenly appeared on his hideous face. | The town centre  

is full of hideous modern buildings. | He used his position as a doctor to  

commit hideous  

crimes.disgustingfood | taste | smell | behaviour | habit | act | language | pers

onhaving a very unpleasant taste or smell. You also use disgusting about other things  

that people say or do that are very shocking:The food was so disgusting that he 

couldn’t eat it. | The smell was absolutely disgusting and I had to go out. | This  

is disgusting behaviour from someone in his position. | He has a disgusting habit of  

spitting all the 

time.direconsequences | effects | situation | conditions | circumstances | need 

| povertyextremely severe or terrible – used especially when someone could suffer or  

die:Misuse of this drug can have dire consequences. | The report describes the dire  

conditions in the city’s prison. | The building is in dire need of repair. In spoken  

English, you also use dire when saying strongly that you do not like something. It is  

not usually used before a noun in this meaning: His last record was  

absolutely dire. lousy informaljob | day | place | service | weather | idea | write

r | book | film | programmeterrible – used especially when you are annoyed because 

something is so bad:The government is doing a lousy job. | I’m having such a lousy  

day. | I couldn’t wait to get out of that lousy place. | The service in the restaurant  

was lousy. | The weather's been lousy all week. | I thought it was a lousy 

film.ghastly BrE informalmistake | sight | image | thought | mess | experience | 

crime | newsterrible – used especially when something upsets or shocks you:There 

must have been some kind of a ghastly mistake. | Blood was pouring down his face 
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and he looked a ghastly sight. | I might have been on the train that hit him! What  

a ghastly  

thought!vile informalsmell | food | weather | conditions | man | womanterrible  

and unpleasant:There was a vile smell coming from the pipe. | The vile weather meant  

that many people had stayed at  

home.diabolical BrE informalsituation | mess | performance | weather | service |

 filmterrible – used to express great disapproval:She didn’t know how to get out of  

this diabolical situation. | The team gave a diabolical performance on 

Saturday.abysmalperformance | record | conditions | state | quality | job | serv

ice | start | lackterrible and of a much lower standard than you expect:The 

team’s performance was abysmal. | The country has an abysmal record on 

democracy. | He has shown his abysmal lack of knowledge about the 

subject. Collocations with words meaning terribleYou don’t use very with any of  

these words. You can use absolutely or really instead The weather was absolutely  

awful. The conditions are really appalling. This tastes absolutely disgusting.  

terrifying /ˈterəfaɪ-ɪŋ/ adjective  THESAURUS > frightening 

territory /ˈterətəri, ˈterɪtəri $ -tɔːri/ noun  1. land that is owned or controlled by 

a particular country, ruler, or military forceADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ territoryenemy/hostile territory They were flying deep into enemy 
territory.occupied territory (=land controlled by a foreign country or its army) Much 

of the country is now occupied territory.disputed territory (=land that two or more 
countries claim control of) Talks over the disputed territory begin next week.neutral 
territory (=that is not controlled by any of the groups or countries involved in a 

war) After crossing the frontier, he would be safe in neutral territory.Chinese/German 
etc territory The Russians gave Poland a large area of German 
territory.VERBSdefend/protect territory They did not have sufficient forces 

to protect the southern territories.seize/capture territory The government’s 
forces seized territory previously held by the rebels.invade territory Soon after 
signing the agreement, Hitler ordered his armies 

to invade Polish territory.recapture/regain territory Our troops are trying to regain 
territory to the east.hold territory (=continue to control it) They were managing 
to hold the territory north of the river.lose territory We knew we could not afford 

to lose any more territory.annex territory (=take control of territory that is next to 
yours) The document reveals plans to annex more of the territory beyond the 
hills.PREPOSITIONSon US/British/Spanish etc territory The incident happened on 

British territory, so the trial should be held in a British court.2. a particular area of 
experience, knowledge, or discussionADJECTIVESfamiliar territory Much of the course 
will be familiar territory for students of English literature.uncharted/unexplored 

territory (=not familiar) A relationship with a younger man was uncharted territory for 
her.forbidden territory We never discussed the past – it was forbidden 
territory.VERBScover territory The story covers territory that will be very familiar to 
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fans of his earlier films.stray into/wander into ... territory also enter ... 

territory The discussion was in danger of straying into controversial territory. 

terror /ˈterə $ -ər/ noun  1. a feeling of extreme fearADJECTIVESsheer/pure 

terror (=complete and total terror) The horse heard the noise and galloped off in sheer 

terror.absolute/stark terror (=extreme terror) On his face was an expression 
of absolute terror.mortal terror literary (=very great terror) The crew was in mortal 
terror of drowning.VERBSinspire terror The main aim of suicide bombers is to inspire 

terror in the population.instil terror in sb BrE instill terror in sb AmE (=make them 
feel it) He was a cold-blooded killer who instilled terror in his victims.PREPOSITIONSin 
terror of sb/sth (=terrified of them) It’s a country where everyone lives in terror 

of the police.PHRASESstrike terror into sb’s heart literary His fearsome 
appearance strikes terror into the hearts of his enemies.flee in terror The children fled 
in terror as the fire spread.scream/shriek in terror She jumped to her 

feet, screaming in terror.2. the organized use of violence to achieve a political 
aimterror + NOUNSa terror attack She was killed in the 9/11 terror attack.a terror 
suspect Police have the right to question terror suspects for longer.a terror 

group/organization They received threatening letters from a terror group.a terror 
threat We believe there is a very real terror threat to people in the city.a terror 

plot Police believe they have uncovered a major terror plot.a terror campaign There 
were hundreds of victims of the group’s ten-year terror campaign.terror laws (=laws 
against terrorism) Some politicians are arguing for tougher terror 

laws.VERBSfight/combat terror Computer technology is one of many weapons used 
to combat terror.use terror We have no respect for people who would use terror to 
achieve their goals.resort to terror They refuse to have talks with any group 

that resorts to terror.PHRASESthe war on/against terror (=actions that governments 
take to stop it) Our nations are united in the war on terror.an act of terror We 
consider the attack to be an act of terror. 

terrorism /ˈterərɪzəm/ noun  the use of violence against non-military targets to 

achieve a political aimADJECTIVESinternational/global terrorism The attacks made 
Americans very concerned about international terrorism.political terrorism He openly 
supported political terrorism in his youth.VERBSfight/combat terrorism The 

government needs to provide more money to combat terrorism.defeat terrorism We 
remain committed to the aim of defeating terrorism.give in to terrorism (=do what 

terrorists are demanding) She said that paying a ransom for the hostages would 
be giving in to terrorism.sponsor terrorism (=give money or other help to 
terrorists) He denied that his government in any way sponsored terrorism.renounce 

terrorism (=officially say you will stop using it) The group will have to renounce 
terrorism before talks can take place.terrorism + NOUNSa terrorism suspect They 
were accused of using torture when questioning terrorism suspects.terrorism 

charges Three men are being held by police on terrorism charges.PHRASESan act of 
terrorism The men are suspected of involvement in acts of terrorism.the fight 
against terrorism also the war on/against terrorism We must never give up 

the fight against terrorism.the threat of terrorism Security has been tightened 
because of the increased threat of terrorism. 

terrorist /ˈterərəst, ˈterərɪst/ noun, adjective  someone who uses violence 

against non-military targets to achieve a political aimADJECTIVESan international 

terrorist The kidnap was carried out by a group of international terrorists.a suspected 
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terrorist Police arrested six suspected terrorists.an armed terrorist They were 

gunned down by armed terrorists outside their hotel.a convicted terrorist (=someone 
who a court has decided is guilty of terrorism) Convicted terrorists should never be 

released from prison.terrorist + NOUNSa terrorist attack/bombing/act also a 
terrorist incident formal More than 50 people were injured in the latest terrorist 
attack.a terrorist group/organization No terrorist group has yet claimed 

responsibility for the bombing.terrorist activity The Foreign Office has issued a 
warning to tourists about terrorist activity in the country.terrorist violence The 
organization is continuing its campaign of terrorist violence in the region.the terrorist 

threat The terrorist threat has caused a major increase in airport security.a terrorist 
cell (=a small secret group of terrorists) Detectives believe they have uncovered 
a terrorist cell in the heart of the capital.a terrorist suspect The police have been 

given new powers to question terrorist suspects.a terrorist target It is feared that 
holiday resorts may become terrorist targets.a terrorist training camp He studied 
bomb-making in a terrorist training camp in Afghanistan.PHRASESa gang of 

terrorists Waite was kidnapped by a gang of terrorists. 

test1 /test/ noun  1. a set of questions or practical activities, which are intended 

to find out how much someone knows about a subject or skillADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ testa biology/history etc test On Monday we had a French test.a 
spelling/reading/listening test I didn’t do very well in the listening test.a driving 
test A driving test can be a nerve-racking experience.a written test Selection was 

based on written tests in English and mathematics.an oral test (=a spoken 
one) The oral test will consist of a conversation of about ten minutes in German.a 
multiple-choice test (=in which each question has a list of answers to choose 

from) There is some debate about whether multiple-choice tests are a good way of 
assessing students’ knowledge.an aptitude test (=one that measures your natural 
abilities) All candidates for the job are given an aptitude test.an intelligence/IQ 

test She did very well on the IQ test.VERBStake a test also do/sit a test BrE All 
candidates have to take a test.Don’t say make a test.pass a test (=succeed in 
it) She passed her driving test first time.fail a test also flunk a 

test AmE informal He failed the test and had to take it again.do well/badly in a 
test BrE do well/badly on a test AmE I didn’t do very well in the first part of the 
test.give sb a test The students were given a reading test.mark a test BrE grade a 

test AmE I spent the day marking tests.study for a test also revise for a 
test BrE I’ve been revising for the English test.test + NOUNSa test paper The teacher 
began handing out the test papers.a test result/score The test results are out on 

Friday.a test question Some of the test questions were really difficult.PREPOSITIONSa 
test on sth We have a test on irregular verbs tomorrow.in a test BrE on a 

test AmE Did you get a good mark in the test?THESAURUS: 

testexam also examination formalan important test that you do at the end of a  

course of study or class, or at the end of the school year:She passed her exam. | If  

you fail your exam, you can always take it again. | I got a B in  

my French exam. | Anyone who is caught cheating in the exam will automatically  

fail. | He’s upstairs, revising for an exam. | When do you get your exam 

results? | There’s a written examination at the end of the course.quiz AmEa quick test  
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that a teacher gives to a class, usually to check that students are learning the things  

they should be learning:We have a math quiz every Monday. | The teacher gave us  

a pop quiz (=a quiz given by a teacher without any warning).finals BrEthe last exams 

that you take at the end of a British university course:He has his finals next  

week. | During my finals I was revising till 3 o’clock in the morning most days (=I was  

preparing for them - used in British English).final AmEan important test that you take 

at the end of a particular class in high school or college:The English final was pretty  

hard.midterm AmEan important test that you take in the middle of a term, covering  

what you have learned in a particular class in high school or college:He did badly in the 

midterm.oral exam also oral BrEan exam in which you answer questions by speaking,  

instead of writing, for example to test how good you are at speaking a foreign  

language:Nicky got an A in her Spanish oral. | You can either take an oral exam or do 

a 25-page essay.practical BrEan exam that tests your ability to do or make things,  

rather than your ability to write about them:The chemistry practical is on  

Monday.mocks/mock exams BrE informaltests that you take as practice before the 

official examinations:She did well in the mocks.paper BrEa set of printed questions  

used as an examination in a particular subject, or the answers people write:The history  

paper was really difficult. | The papers are marked by the other teachers.2. an 

examination of something to find out informationNOUNS + testa blood test A blood 
test revealed his alcohol level was above the legal limit.an eye/sight test All children 
starting school are given a sight test.a hearing test I went for a hearing test last 

week.a fitness test Walcott will have a fitness test this morning to decide whether he 
can play.a pregnancy test (=to find out if someone is pregnant) The pregnancy test 
was positive.a drug test (=to find out if someone has taken drugs) Two athletes were 

banned from competing after failing drug tests.a breath test (=to find out if someone 
has drunk alcohol) Some people think the police should be able to carry out 
random breath tests.a DNA test (=one giving genetic information about a particular 

person) The results of the DNA test proved that Simmons was the rapist.laboratory 
tests Independent laboratory tests have confirmed that the product works very 
successfully.a safety test All toys undergo rigorous safety tests.VERBScarry out/do a 

test also perform/conduct a test formal Your doctor will need to carry 
out some tests.have a test also undergo a test formal (=be tested) She had to have 
a blood test.go for a test I’m going for an eye test next week.a test shows/reveals 

sth The test showed that he was immune to the disease.a test proves/confirms 
sth DNA tests confirmed that Stuart is the baby’s father.ADJECTIVESa 
medical/scientific/genetic test Medical tests are continuing today to establish the 

cause of her death.a simple test Your doctor can give you a simple blood test to check 
for anaemia.a routine test Hospitals conduct routine tests on blood products.a 
positive test (=showing that someone has a condition) My first 

pregnancy test was positive.a rigorous/stringent test (=one that is very 
thorough) All our products have passed stringent safety tests.a negative 
test (=showing that someone does not have a condition) All the tests came 

back negative.a diagnostic test (=to find out what disease someone has or what is 
wrong with a machine, engine etc) There are now new diagnostic tests for the disease.a 
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forensic test (=for finding out information about a crime) Forensic tests showed that 

the fingerprints in the car were his.a nuclear test The country was planning to 
conduct nuclear tests.test + NOUNStest results The test results showed that she had 

meningitis.a test site (=a place where something can be tested) A nuclear device was 
detonated at the Trinity test site in New Mexico, on July 16th 1945.a test kit A test 
kit can be used to check the water for pollution.PREPOSITIONSa test on sb/sth Tests 

on the drug showed that it was not safe for human use.a test for sth Doctors are 
hoping to develop an early test for lung cancer.3. a difficult situation which shows 
someone’s qualities and abilityADJECTIVESa tough/stern/stiff test The Olympics will 

be his sternest test so far.an important test This crisis will be an important test of his 
leadership.a crucial test (=very important) The political debates will be a crucial 
test of McCain’s confidence.VERBSface a test Mr Cameron will face the toughest test of 

his career tomorrow.survive a test Federer survived a test of nerves in an exciting 
game.PHRASESa test of courage/strength/endurance/character etc Taking part 
in such a risky event is a real test of courage 

test2 /test/ verb  to check or use something to see what it is like or how good it 

isNOUNStest sb’s ability/skill/understanding The exam tests your ability to think 
logically.test a drug/medicine/vaccine Scientists want to start testing a new 

cancer drug.test a product/car/device etc The device has been tested and its design 
improved.test a theory/hypothesis Research will test her hypothesis.test sb’s 
eyes/hearing The machine will help test babies’ hearing.test sb’s blood/urine They 

regularly have their blood tested for HIV.test a sample Soil samples are 
being tested for bacteria.test the validity/accuracy of sth How can we test the 
validity of this theory?test the effectiveness of sth Harrison carried out an 

experiment to test the effectiveness of this technique.ADVERBSbe 
fully/thoroughly/rigorously tested The new system will be fully tested before being 
installed on the company’s computers.be properly/adequately tested The 

equipment had not been properly tested.be extensively tested The product 
was extensively tested before being launched.be successfully tested No American 
rocket of that type had yet been successfully tested.PREPOSITIONStest sb/sth for 

sth They tested her for diabetes.test sth on sb/sth I don’t use cosmetics which have 
been tested on animals.PHRASEShave/get sth tested You should get your 
eyes tested at least once every two years.test positive for sth (=be found to have a 

condition or to have a substance in your body) The athlete tested positive for drugs and 
was banned.test negative for sth (=be found not to have a condition or not to have a 
substance in your body) She tested negative for the virus. 

text AC /tekst/ noun  the words that form a piece of writingADJECTIVESthe 

original text The error did not appear in the original text of the article.the final 
text She is working on the final text of her novel.the full text The full text of his 

lecture is available from the Law Faculty office.the main text This incident is 
mentioned at the bottom of the page, not in the main text.printed text Handwriting is 
usually harder to read than printed text.VERBSedit text The text should have 

been edited more carefully.copy text You can easily copy text on a computer.delete 
text What should you do if you have accidentally deleted some text?highlight/select 
text Highlight the text you want to move.store text Large amounts of text can 

be stored on the disk.PHRASESa line of text Leave space for three lines of text.a page 
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of text This publication has only 30 pages of text.a piece/block/section of text You 

can move blocks of text around. 

texture /ˈtekstʃə $ -ər/ noun  the way a substance feels when you touch it or eat 

itADJECTIVES/NOUNS + texturea soft texture The texture of the cheese is soft and 

creamy.a firm texture He prefers bread with a firmer texture.a smooth texture The 
dessert has a good flavour and a smooth texture.a silky texture (=soft, smooth, and 
shiny) Your omelette should have a silky texture.a velvety texture (=smooth and 

soft) The cream gave my skin a velvety texture.a rough texture She felt the rough 
texture of his beard against her cheek.a creamy texture (=tasting thick and 
smooth) The soup looked beautiful and the texture was really creamy.a crunchy 

texture (=tasting firm and making a noise when bitten) The salad has a lovely crunchy 
texture.a meaty texture The bacon has a good meaty texture and it isn’t too 
salty.surface texture The walls have rather a rough surface texture.skin texture She 

uses a wheat-based cream to improve her skin texture.VERBShave a ... texture The 
shirt has a very rough texture.give sth a ... texture Add cream to give the sauce a 
smoother texture.PREPOSITIONSin texture The first cheese was smoother in texture. 

 

thank /θæŋk/ verb  to tell someone that you are pleased and grateful for 

something they have given you or done for youADVERBSthank sb personally Alan 

wants to meet you and thank you personally.thank sb publicly I wish to thank him 
publicly for his long service and commitment to the University of Colorado.thank sb 
profusely formal (=very much) Mr Barker thanked her profusely for coming.thank sb 

politely He thanked the driver politely for the ride.PREPOSITIONSthank sb for 
sth She thanked them for the presents.PHRASESI would like to thank sb for sth I 

would like to thank everyone for all their hard work on this project.THESAURUS: 

thanksay thank youto thank someone by saying the words ‘thank you’, or by giving  

them something:I just wanted to say thank you for all your help. | This gift is our way 

of saying thank you to everyone who worked so hard. | Make sure you say thank you 

for your birthday presents.express your gratitude formalto thank someone for  

something they have done – used in speeches and letters:I would like to express my 

gratitude to all those who have sent me letters of support.show your  

appreciation formalto thank someone by giving them something, or by doing  

something special for them:To show our gratitude for all your hard work, we are 

paying you a special bonus.acknowledgeto publicly do or say something to thank 

someone for their help or support:The building will be named the John Laird Centre, to  

acknowledge the contribution of the Laird family to the area. | He acknowledged the 

applause with a small bow.  

thanks /θæŋks/ interjection, noun  1. a short way of saying thank 

you. Thanks is more common than thank you in everyday spoken English and is more 
informalADJECTIVESthanks very much/thanks a lot “Here’s your meal.” “Thanks 
very much.”many thanks for sth (=thanks very much – more formal) Many thanks for 

all the lovely presents.no thanks “More coffee?” “No thanks.”PREPOSITIONSthanks for 
sth Thanks for your help.2. the things you say or do to show that you are grateful to 
someoneADJECTIVESgrateful thanks I wanted to offer our grateful thanks to everyone 
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who helped to organize the event.sincere/heartfelt thanks (=used when saying that 

you really feel grateful for something) Please accept my most sincere thanks for all your 
help.special thanks Special thanks to my coach for all his work with me over the 

years.VERBSgive thanks Let us give thanks to God.express your thanks (=say that 
you are grateful) I would like to express my thanks to you for all your 
support.offer/extend your thanks formal (=thank someone publicly) We would like 

to extend our heartfelt thanks to the doctors and nurses at the hospital.pass on your 
thanks also send your thanks (=give a message of thanks) Please pass 
on our thanks to all your staff.get no thanks/not get any thanks You 

won’t get any thanks from him.PHRASESmy/our thanks go to sb (=used when 
thanking someone in public) Above all, my thanks go to the staff who worked so hard 
to put on the show.without a word of thanks (=without saying thank you) He ate 

and drank, then left without a word of thanks. 

thank you interjection, noun  used to tell someone that you are grateful for 

something they have given you or done for youADVERBSthank you very much 
(indeed) It’s lovely – thank you very much.thank you so much Thank you so 
much for helping me.thank you again Thank you again for inviting me.Don’t say thank 

you a lot. Say thank you very much or, informally, thanks a lot.VERBSsay thank you I 
must find Susan and say thank you to her before we leave.ADJECTIVESa big thank 
you Once again, a big thank you to everyone who helped organize the party.a special 

thank you I’d like to say a special thank you to the nurses.PREPOSITIONSthank you 
for (doing) sth Thank you for the flowers. | Thank you for coming.a thank you to 

sb I took a cake into the office as a thank you to my team. SpellingThank you is  

normally written as two separate words. It is written with a hyphen thank-you when  

it is used as an adjective, for example in thank-you letter/note/card/present.  

theatre BrE theater AmE /ˈθɪətə $ -ər/ noun  a place with a stage where plays 

and shows are performed, or the activity of performing playsADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ theatrea 300-seat/1,000-seat theatre There are plans to build a new 2,000-seat 

theatre.a crowded/packed theatre (=full of people) On the first night of the play, 
the theatre was completely packed.an open-air theatre (=one that is outside) The 
Globe is an open-air theatre and there is no roof.theatre + NOUNSa theatre 

company (=a group of actors that perform plays) The local theatre company is putting 
on a production of ‘The Merchant of Venice’.a theatre producer A theatre producer on 
Broadway wanted him to appear in the show.a theatre critic The theatre critics all 

loved the play.THESAURUS: theatrestagethe raised area on which the actors,  

musicians etc perform:He came on stage to rapturous applause. | The band will appear  

live on stage for the first time in three years.the stalls BrE the orchestra AmEthe 

lower level of seats:He had a seat in the stalls. | We paid $100 for a seat in the 

orchestra.the balcony BrE the circlethe higher level of seats:They were sitting in the 

balcony.the orchestra pitthe space below the stage where the musicians sit:The 

actress fell into the orchestra pit.box officethe place in a theatre where you buy 

tickets:Collect your tickets at the box office.programme BrE program AmEa small  

book that you buy when you go to the theatre that gives information about the play  
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and the performers:His name is not in the programme. | Do you want me to buy you a  

program?interval BrE intermission BrE formal and AmEa short period of time 

between the parts of a play or show when the audience can talk or have a drink:We 

got a drink in the interval.  

theft /θeft/ noun  the crime of stealingADJECTIVESattempted theft He was 

charged with attempted theft.petty theft (=the stealing of something that is not very 
valuable) There had been a series of petty thefts at the school.NOUNS + theftcar 

theft BrE auto theft AmE The region has one of the highest levels of car theft in 
Europe.identity theft (=when someone steals your personal information and uses it to 
obtain goods or money) It seems she has become the victim of identity theft.art 

theft Robbers stole paintings worth £25 million in France’s biggest art theft.data 
theft The company had been the victim of data theft.VERBScommit a theft Detectives 
took us to the place where the theft had been committed.report a theft You 

must report the theft to the police as quickly as possible.theft + NOUNStheft 
charges Her son was arrested on theft charges.theft offences Police arrested over 30 
people at the festival for theft offences.PREPOSITIONSthe theft of sth He reported 

the theft of a watch from his hotel room.PHRASESa spate/string/series of 
thefts (=several thefts happening during a short period of time) There has been 

a spate of thefts from garden sheds in the area. 

theme AC /θiːm/ noun  the main subject or idea in a speech, film, piece of 

writing etcADJECTIVESthe main/central/dominant theme The main theme of the 
book is the importance of honesty.a major theme Cultural change is a major theme of 

his work.a common theme Death and rebirth is a common theme in Eliot’s poetry.a 
constant/perennial theme (=one that is always there) The loneliness of the 
individual is a perennial theme in crime writing.a recurrent/recurring theme (=one 

that appears several times) Childhood is a recurrent theme in her work.an underlying 
theme (=one that is important but not always very noticeable) One of the 
book’s underlying themes is the struggle for human rights.a universal theme (=one 

that affects people everywhere) Readers everywhere can relate to the universal 
themes in his work.the overarching theme formal (=a main one that occurs 
throughout all of something) The overarching themes of the conference were poverty 

and its effect on child health.VERBSdeal with a theme also address/explore a 
theme formal The first part of the play deals with the theme of personal 

loss.develop/pursue a theme How well does the writer develop this theme in later 
chapters?a theme emerges (=becomes noticeable) This tragic theme does 
not emerge until the second act.a theme runs through sth (=exists in all parts of 

it) The theme of human evil runs through all his paintings.PREPOSITIONSthe theme of 
sth Students are invited to discuss the main theme of the poem.PHRASESvariations 
on a theme (=things with a similar basic subject, style etc) Most of her short stories 

are variations on the theme of betrayal. 

theory AC /ˈθɪəri $ ˈθiːəri/ noun  an idea or set of ideas that is intended to 

explain somethingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + theorya scientific/political/economic etc 
theory Scientific theories can be tested experimentally.a conspiracy theory (=a 

theory that an event was the result of secret plan made by several people) There are 
dozens of conspiracy theories about President Kennedy’s assassination.a pet 
theory (=a personal theory that you strongly believe) Each of these historians has 
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his pet theory on what caused the revolution.literary/critical theory (=ways of 

thinking about literature and art) Students will study critical theory as well as reading 
literature.VERBS + theoryhave a theory also hold a 

theory formal She has a theory that there are fewer differences between girls and boys 
than we think.put forward a theory also advance a theory formal (=suggest it) The 
article puts forward the theory that Americans dislike their economic power.come up 

with a theory also develop a theory These birds helped Darwin develop his theory of 
natural selection.test a theory Researchers gave workers a questionnaire 
to test their theory.prove a theory No evidence exists to prove his theory.support a 

theory Modern research strongly supports a different theory.disprove a 
theory also refute a theory formal (=show that it is wrong) Later experiments 
seemed to disprove the theory.discredit a theory (=make people stop believing 

it) These latest findings discredit his entire theory.theory + VERBSa theory 
states/holds that... His main political theory states that all societies need a class 
system.a theory assumes that... This theory assumes that everybody wants to be a 

winner.theories abound (=there are many of them) Of course, theories abound as to 
why people love their pets.PREPOSITIONSa theory about sth There are 
numerous theories about why dinosaurs died out.the theory of evolution/natural 

selection/relativity According to the theory of relativity, nothing can travel faster 
than light.PHRASESin theory (=used for saying what is supposed to be true but may 
not really be true) Higher wages will, in theory, lead to more spending. 

therapy /ˈθerəpi/ noun  treatment for an emotional problem, an illness, or an 

injuryVERBShave therapy also undergo therapy formal He underwent months 
of therapy after the accident.receive therapy She is receiving therapy for her 

depression.need therapy He needed therapy to help him overcome various 
psychological problems.treat sb/sth with therapy Back pain should be treated 
with medicine or therapy.ADJECTIVESoccupational therapy (=activities that are 

intended to help people get better after an illness) Occupational therapy can help to 
solve practical problems you may have in carrying out everyday activities.physical 
therapy AmE Your doctor will likely recommend physical therapy to speed recovery of 

a broken ankle.behavioural therapy BrE behavioral therapy AmE Phobias can be 
treated with behavioural therapy.alternative/complementary therapy This article 
reviews the different popular alternative cancer therapies practiced in India.NOUNS 

+ therapyspeech therapy The centre provides speech therapy for both adults and 
children.drug therapy Treatment for the disease usually involves drug therapy.gene 
therapy (=treatment of diseases by changing the genetic structure of something) Gene 

therapy could be used to treat a range of different medical conditions.cancer/HIV etc 
therapy Improved cancer therapies have led to an increase in survival rates among 
patients.group therapy (=treatment in which people with an emotional problem meet 

as a group) Alcoholics meet for group therapy.therapy + NOUNSa therapy session He 
booked a therapy session with a psychiatrist.PHRASESbe in therapy (=be receiving 
treatment for emotional problems, in which you talk to someone who is trained to help 

you) She was in therapy for several years.a course of therapy Patients must complete 
a course of therapy for this disease 

therefore /ˈðeəfɔː $ ˈðerfɔːr/ adverb formal  as a result of something that has 

just been mentioned: Their car was bigger and therefore more comfortable. Progress so 
far has been very good. We are, therefore, confident that the work will be completed on 
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time. She already had a lot of experience and therefore seemed the best candidate for 

the job.THESAURUS: thereforesotherefore. So is less formal than therefore,  

and is more common in everyday English:They had not eaten all day, so they were 

very hungry.thus formalas a result of what you have just mentioned:The program is  

very simple and thus easy to run.hence formalfor this reason:This material is highly  

poisonous, hence the importance of careful handling.as a resultused when saying that  

because of a particular situation, something else happens or is true:Some people suffer  

from stress at work and become ill as a result. | Economic growth slowed down as a  

result of inflation.consequently/as a consequenceused when saying that because of  

a particular situation, something else happens or is true. Consequently and as a  

consequence are more formal than as a result:The disease attacks the plant, the 

flower does not open, and consequently no seeds are produced. | As a consequence of  

global warming, our climate is already starting to change.this means thatused when 

saying what the result of something is:If students arrive late, this means that lesson 

time is wasted.for this reasonused when explaining the reason for something:Spell  

check programs do not recognize when you have used the wrong word. For this  

reason, you must still read over your work carefully.  

thesis /ˈθiːsɪs/ noun  1. a long piece of writing about a particular subject that 

you do as part of an advanced university degreeADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ thesisMA/master’s thesis He began working on his MA thesis during the 
summer.PhD/doctoral thesis She wrote an excellent PhD thesis on the genetics of 

fruit flies.VERBSwrite/do a thesis You have to write a thesis if you are doing a 
PhD.read a thesis Have you read his thesis on German cinema?submit a 
thesis (=hand it in) You submit your thesis before the end of the academic year.mark 

a thesis BrE grade a thesis AmE The thesis will be marked by two examiners.publish 
a thesis You should consider publishing your thesis as a book.supervise sb’s 
thesis Professor Eggers supervised his thesis.thesis + NOUNSa thesis topic Choose 

a thesis topic that interests you.PREPOSITIONSa thesis on sth She wrote her thesis 
on the French poet Guillaume Apollinaire.PHRASESthe title of sb’s thesis The title 

of his thesis was ‘The Nature of Religious Belief in Contemporary Britain’.2. an idea or 
opinion about something that you discuss in a formal way and give examples 
forADJECTIVESthe central/main thesis The central thesis of his argument is that the 

Earth is like a single organism.the basic/fundamental thesis Their basic thesis was 
that the rise in earnings was due to improvements in education.VERBSput 
forward/propose a thesis He put forward the thesis that the explorer Marco Polo 

never got as far as China.disprove a thesis also refute a thesis formal He attempts 
to disprove the thesis that the illness is caused by a lack of iron.challenge a 
thesis The article challenges the thesis that more people in prison means less crime on 

the streets.support a thesis The research supports the thesis that health problems are 
strongly correlated with lack of regular exercise.PREPOSITIONSa thesis about sth She 
put forward a thesis about the spread of the disease. 

thick /θɪk/ adjective  1. if something is thick, there is a large distance between 

its two opposite surfaces or sidesNOUNSa thick slice/piece The boy cut himself a thick 
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slice of bread.a thick coat/sweater/scarf etc She wore a thick coat with a fur 

collar.a thick carpet/blanket/curtain/towel She padded across 
the thick bedroom carpet.thick paper/glass/material The bag was made 

of thick strong paper.a thick wall/door The castle has immensely thick walls.a thick 
book/volume She opened a thick book lying on the table.a thick envelope He took 
a thick envelope from his coat pocket and handed it to me.a thick layer The town was 

covered by a thick layer of ash.thick glasses/lenses An elderly man wearing thick 
glasses came into the room.thick soles He moved along soundlessly on 
his thick rubber soles.a thick neck He had broad powerful shoulders and a thick 

neck.thick lips/fingers/ankles He had thick fingers, like sausages.PHRASES12 
centimetres/3 feet/20 metres etc thick The walls of the tower are ten feet 

thick.THESAURUS: thickfatwallet | envelope | book | cigarthick, usually  

because of being full of something:The well-dressed man took a twenty pound note out  

of his fat wallet. | The fat envelope contained the manuscript of her latest book. | I  

hoped I would have time to read a couple of fat books on holiday. | He was smoking a  

big fat cigar. Fat sounds rather informal. It is often used  

after big. chunkynecklace | ring | earrings | jewellery | sweaterthick, solid, and 

heavy:Chunky gold earrings swung from her pierced ears. | His mother gave 

him chunky handknitted sweaters for  

Christmas.heavycoat | overcoat | sweater | curtain | cloth | fabricheavy clothing  

or cloth is thick and usually warm:People stood around in heavy winter coats, stamping  

their feet to keep warm. | She pulled back the heavy red velvet curtain. | The men all  

wore trousers and jackets made of a heavy woollen fabric.THESAURUS: 

thick→ wide (1)2. very dense or growing very closely togetherNOUNSthick 

forest/jungle Not much light penetrates into the thick jungle.thick 
undergrowth/vegetation They moved slowly through the thick undergrowth.thick 
smoke They saw thick black smoke pouring out of the factory.thick 

fog/mist The fog was so thick I could not see the end of the street.thick cloud We 
were flying through thick cloud.thick hair The old man had thick white hair.a thick 
beard He had a thick beard that covered half of his face.thick grass We had to trudge 

through thick grass. 

thief /θiːf/ noun (plural thieves /θiːvz/) [C]  someone who steals things from 

another person or placeADJECTIVES/NOUNS + thiefa petty thief (=one who steals 

small things) He was a petty thief who stole goods from shops to pay for drugs.a 
common thief (=a thief – used when saying that someone does not deserve any 
respect) The mayor was taken away and put in prison like a common thief.a car 

thief Car thieves are operating in this area.VERBScatch a thief Police caught the 
thieves outside the store.a thief steals/takes sth The thieves took all her credit 
cards.a thief breaks into sth Thieves broke into the offices and stole $100,000 of 

computer equipment.a thief grabs/snatches sth The thief grabbed her handbag and 
ran off down the street.a thief gets away with sth The thieves got away with 
paintings worth millions of dollars.PHRASESa gang of thieves A gang of thieves broke 

into the house and stole all their money.THESAURUS: thiefburglarsomeone who 
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goes into houses, offices etc to steal things:Burglars broke into the house and took a  

computer worth £1,000. | Police believe the burglar got in through the kitchen 

window.robbersomeone who steals from banks, offices, houses etc, especially using  

threats or violence:a gang of bank robbers | an armed robber (=a robber with a  

gun) | The robbers took over a million pounds.shopliftersomeone who takes things  

from shops without paying for them, especially by hiding them in their clothes or in a  

bag:The store has installed hidden cameras to catch shoplifters.pickpocketsomeone 

who steals from people’s pockets, especially in a crowded public place:Watch out for  

pickpockets in busy tourist areas.muggera thief who violently attacks someone in the 

street and robs them:The mugger punched him in the face and tried to steal his  

wallet.joyridersomeone who steals a car and drives it very fast for fun:Police pursued 

the teenage joyriders across three counties.lootersomeone who breaks into shops or  

homes and steals things, after there has been a natural disaster, a war, or a violent  

protest:Police chiefs have warned that looters will be shot.bandita member of an  

armed group of thieves who travel around attacking people in country areas:The 

village was attacked by bandits.poachersomeone who hunts animals, birds etc illegally  

on other people’s land:Their job is to prevent poachers from killing the elephants.  

thin /θɪn/ adjective  1. a thin person has little fat on his or her bodyNOUNSa thin 

man/woman/boy/girl The clerk was a small thin man with yellow teeth.a thin 
face She had a long thin face.thin lips There was a faint smile on his thin lips.thin 
legs Her long cotton dress flapped against her thin legs.thin 

arms/wrists/fingers His thin arms trembled in the cold.a thin body She put her 
arms around his poor thin body.VERBSlook thin He looks thinner than the last time I 
saw him.get/become thin You need to eat more – you’re getting very thin.stay thin I 

wonder how she manages to stay so thin.ADVERBSextremely/incredibly thin Some 
fashion models are incredibly thin.painfully thin (=much too thin – used when you feel 
sorry for someone) The dogs were painfully thin and many were diseased.PHRASESas 

thin as a rake (=very thin) When he came out of prison, he was as thin as a 

rake.THESAURUS: thinnarrowwaist | hips | shoulders | chest | face | feetnot  

wide – used about parts of someone’s body:Women had very narrow waists in those 

days. | His hips were narrow, like those of a young boy. | He has a narrow face and a  

long thin nose. | Her feet are very narrow and she has difficulty buying shoes that will  

fit her.slimwoman | man | build | figure | body | waist | legs | hipsthin in an  

attractive way:She was a slim young woman with curly hair. | He had the slim build of  

an athlete. | We were all envious of her slim figure. | She was admiring her slim 

body in the mirror. | He put his arm around her slim waist. | She stretched her slim 

legs out in front of her. | She had firm thighs and slim 

hips.slender literarybody | figure | woman | legs | fingers | neckthin in an  

attractive and graceful way:A towel was wrapped around her slender body. | He saw 

her slender figure standing in the doorway. | She was a slender woman in her mid-

thirties. | The dress showed off her long slender legs. | Her long slender fingers paused  
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over the 

keyboard.skinny informallegs | arms | body | boy | kid | man | woman | modelve

ry thin, especially in a way that is not attractive:Her skinny legs were shaking because 

of the cold. | Her skinny arms were wrapped around her knees. | People used to make 

fun of her skinny body. | The skinny boy was standing there staring at him. | I was just  

a skinny kid and I wasn’t going to fight. | The postman was a tall, skinny man. | There 

are lots of really skinny models.leanbody | figure | face | framelooking healthy and 

fit, without any fat at all:I could see his strong lean body under his shirt. | A 

handsome lean figure came down the stairs. | He had a lean face and dark eyes. | The 

tight suit emphasized his lean frame.gaunt /ɡɔːnt $  

ɡɒːnt/ literaryface | features | figure | woman | manvery thin and pale, especially  

because you are tired, worried, or ill:The old man’s gaunt face broke into a  

smile. | She stared at his gaunt features. | The photograph showed a gaunt figure lying  

in a hospital bed. | I remember a tall gaunt woman wearing black. | A gaunt man was  

waiting outside my office. | He looked gaunt and had not shaved for  

days.underweightbelow the usual weight for someone of your height, and therefore  

too thin:The doctor says I’m underweight and has put me on a special diet. | She gave 

birth to an underweight baby. | Smokers are more likely to have underweight  

children.anorexicextremely thin because of a mental illness that makes you want to  

stop eating:Her daughter is anorexic.size zeromodelthe smallest size of women’s  

clothing in the US – used to describe models and women who are very thin:The use 

of size zero models in advertising creates an unrealistic image of women’s bodies.  

thing /θɪŋ/ noun  1. an idea, action, feeling, or factADJECTIVESa good/bad 

thing The bad thing about the house is how cold it is in winter.the right thing (=what 

is fair, reasonable, or morally correct) I was confident that he would do the right 
thing.the important thing The important thing to remember is that it’s your 
choice.the best thing The best thing to do is discuss the problem with a friend.a 

strange/curious/odd/funny thing There were some funny things about him.the 
last thing (=something that you did not want or intend to do at all) Upsetting her is 
the last thing I intended.PHRASESa ... thing to do/say It wasn’t a very nice thing to 

say to your friend.it’s no bad thing (=it is a good thing) If we arrive a little later, 
it’s no bad thing.I did/said no such thing (=used when denying that you said or did 

something) She says I insulted her, but I did no such thing.teach sb/know a thing or 
two (=teach or know a lot of things) She’s taught me a thing or two about 
relationships.say/do a thing like that (=say or do something as bad, unfair, harmful 

etc as that) How can you say a thing like that after all the help I’ve given 
you!do/say/think etc such a thing (=do, say, think etc a thing like that) I would 

never say such a thing!THESAURUS: thingsomethinga thing – used when you 

are not sure what the thing is:There’s something on your shirt. | I could see something  

under the table.objecta solid thing :The guard checked to see there were 

no sharp metal objects in our bags. | What's that strange-looking object?item formala 
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particular kind of thing, or one of a group of things:The shop sells household  

items (=things you use in your home). | In those days, a television was considered 

a luxury item. | How many items of equipment do you have? | The items included 

pieces of old pottery. | You are not allowed to take sharp items onto the 

plane.article formala particular kind of thing, or one of a group of things. Article is  

very formal, and is used especially in the phrase an article of clothing:They found 

several articles of clothing in the bushes. | suspicious articles | Each article has a card  

with it giving more information.artifact also artefact formalan object that someone 

has made, especially one that is very old and has historical value:The museum has a  

collection of early Roman artifacts. | There were a number of interesting historical  

artifacts.thingy also thingamajig/thingamabob spoken informala thing – used 

especially when you cannot remember the name of the thing, but often the other  

person knows what you are talking about:Can you pass me the thingamajig?2. used 

when talking in general about a situation GrammarThis meaning is always  

plural. VERBSthings change Things have changed dramatically over the last few 

years.things improve Things at school appear to be improving.PHRASESthings go 
well/badly/smoothly If things went well, we would double our money in five 

years.things get worse After I lost my job, things got worse at home.make things 
worse/easier/difficult The new traffic system has actually made things worse.as 
things stand (=at present) As things stand, I can hardly afford to pay the rent.things 

look good/bright/promising (=the future situation is likely to be good) Things look 
good for the retail industry as sales continue to rise.things look bleak/grim (=the 
future situation is likely to be bad) With only three wins all season, things are looking 

bleak for the team.as things turned out (=used to say what happened or was 
discovered in the end) As things turned out, I was completely wrong about this.the 
way things are (=the present situation) If you’re not happy with the way things are, 

make a change.things get out of control also things get out of hand Things got out 
of control and we had to fire him.3. clothes, equipment, or general 

possessions GrammarThis meaning is always plural: I haven’t packed  

my things yet. VERBSpack/unpack your things I’m going to unpack my things then 

have a shower.bring/take your things I’ll bring my night things, then I can sleep 

over.NOUNS + thingfootball/tennis/swimming etc things Don’t forget to take 
your swimming things to school.breakfast/lunch etc things It’s your turn to wash 
the breakfast things.PHRASESput/clear/tidy things away Tidy your school things 

away before you put the TV on.get things together He was still getting his 
fishing things together when his friends arrived.put things on She’s putting her 
gardening things on.take things off Take those wet things off. 

think /θɪŋk/ verb  1. to use your mind to consider, decide, or imagine 

somethingADVERBSthink carefully Think carefully before you spend such a lot of 
money.think hard (=with a lot of mental effort) I thought really hard before making 

this decision.think deeply I should have thought more deeply before I agreed.think 
seriously I thought seriously about my doctor’s advice.think clearly She was simply 
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too tired to think clearly.think fast There was only five minutes left. I would have 

to think fast.think twice (=consider something carefully) You should think twice before 
making such a big change in your life. | When they offered me the job, I didn’t think 

twice.think big informal (=to have ambitious plans) You have to think big to be 
successful in professional sport.PREPOSITIONSthink about sth/sb also think of 
sth/sb I often think about the great times we had together.PHRASESthink long and 

hard (=think for a long time before making a decision) I thought long and hard about 
taking the job.I hate/dread/shudder to think (=I do not want to think about 
something bad) I dread to think what might have happened if we hadn’t found 

her.think in terms of... (=think that you should do something) We should be thinking 

in terms of expanding the company.THESAURUS: 

thinkconsiderpossibility | question | matter | decision | option | alternativeto  

think about something carefully before deciding what to do:The government  

is considering the possibility of legalizing some 

drugs. | Gary considered my question seriously for a moment before he 

answered. | The board will consider the matter carefully. | Take some time 

to consider your decision. | The company is  

currently considering its options (=considering what it can do next). | Have you 

considered working for a year before going to college? | We are considering selling the 

house.weigh also weigh up BrEthe pros and cons | the alternativesto carefully  

think about a plan or choice by comparing all the advantages and disadvantages  

involved:You need to weigh up the pros and cons (=the advantages and 

disadvantages), and decide which investment is the best one for you. | The committee 

are still weighing the alternatives.give sth some/a lot of thoughtto think carefully  

about something, before you make a final decision about it:Why don’t you give it some 

thought and then get back to me? | He had obviously given the matter a lot of  

thought.mull sth overto think about a problem, plan etc before making a decision:Can  

you give me a bit of time to mull it over?ponderto spend time thinking carefully and 

seriously about something:She is still pondering what to do with the money. | I walked 

slowly up the stairs, pondering on her reaction. | Nina pondered over her  

words. | Auguste was still pondering whether he had made the right  

choice.contemplatepossibility | future | prospectto think about something you 

might do in the future or that might happen in the future:I had 

never contemplated the possibility that I might become famous. | She threw herself  

down on the bed and gloomily contemplated the future. | Did you ever contemplate  

resigning?reflect on/upon sth formalchanges | eventsto think carefully about  

something, especially something that happened in the past:It was a good time to  

reflect upon the changes that had happened in my life. | She reflected on the events of  

the previous day. | I have been reflecting on what happened between me and 

Francesca.TO KEEP THINKING ABOUT SOMETHINGbroodto keep thinking for a long time 
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about something that worries you or that makes you angry or upset:There’s no 

point brooding over things you can’t change. | I knew from his face that he 

was brooding about something. | Jonnie stared into space, brooding; her body rocked 

backwards and forwards.dwell on sththe pastto spend too much time thinking about  

something sad or unpleasant:I try to enjoy my life today and not dwell on the 

past. | People tend to dwell on the negative side of things.2. to have a particular 

opinion or belief GrammarThink is usually followed by (that) in this meaning: I think  

(that) you’re right. She didn’t think (that) the film was very  

good. ADVERBShonestly/seriously think sth I honestly think you should see a 

doctor.personally think sth I personally think he has done nothing wrong.think 
otherwise/differently (=have a different opinion) I thought it was unfair, but 

Dad thought otherwise.think highly/well of sb/sth (=have a good opinion of 
them) All his teachers think very well of him.PHRASESwhat do you think 
of/about...? (=used when asking someone’s opinion) What did the kids think of the 

film?think it best/wise/appropriate etc He thinks it best if he stays at home.I can’t 
help thinking... also I am inclined to think... spoken (=used for giving an honest 
opinion after considering something) She keeps ignoring me, so I can’t help 

thinking I’ve done something to offend her.not think much of sb/sth (=have a low 
opinion of them) I didn’t think much of his cooking.am I right in 
thinking...? spoken (=used for asking someone if your opinion or belief is correct) Am 

I right in thinking that the tall lady is his wife? Think or believe?You  

use believe about serious or important subjects: I believe that everyone has the  

right to free speech. Many people believe that standards of English are falling.You can  

use think about any opinion: I think blue looks good on you. Do you think that the  

death penalty should be abolished? THESAURUS: thinkbelieveto have an 

opinion that you are sure is right, especially about an important subject such as politics  

or religion:The protesters believe that it is wrong to experiment on animals. | Do you 

really believe that the only solution to violence is more violence?feelto have a  

particular opinion, especially one that is based on your feelings, not on facts:She feels  

that there is no alternative. | I just felt that it was the right thing to do.take the view 

that formalto have a particular opinion:The court took the view that the company had 

acted unreasonably. | The college takes the view that smoking in the workplace is a  

fire risk.  

thinking /ˈθɪŋkɪŋ/ noun  1. the act of using your mind to produce ideas or 

thoughtsADJECTIVESquick thinking He was only saved by the quick thinking of two 

doctors.hard thinking Over the next two days a lot of hard thinking went into the 
campaign.serious thinking Your mother and I have been doing some serious 
thinking.clear/logical thinking Above 24,000 feet, the lack of oxygen makes clear 
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thinking almost impossible.critical thinking (=when you make careful judgments 

about how good or bad something is) The course gives students the chance to 
practise critical thinking.creative thinking (=when you use your imagination to 

produce new ideas or things) Her solution to the problem was an example of 
good creative thinking.positive thinking (=thinking in which you feel sure that good 
things will happen, which helps you to be successful) What we need is positive 

thinking.joined-up thinking BrE (=when all the different parts of a plan or situation 
are considered together, with better results) The media has criticized the lack of joined-
up thinking in the government’s plan.PHRASESdo some/a lot of/a little thinking I’ve 

had a chance to do some thinking. | We’ve done a lot of thinking and we’ve decided to 
say no.2. an opinion or ideaADJECTIVESnew/fresh thinking There is a need for fresh 
thinking to solve these problems.current thinking also contemporary 

thinking formal What is the current thinking on the use of these drugs?the latest 
thinking The latest thinking is that the mother’s own milk is best for a baby.good 
thinking (=used for saying that an idea is good) “We’d better lock the door.” “Good 

thinking.”original thinking The best students demonstrate original thinking on the 
subject.philosophical/political etc thinking Modern political thinking sees the issue 
differently.VERBSexplain/outline your thinking The article explains our thinking on 

this issue.clarify your thinking Would the minister clarify her thinking on the question 
of arms sales?dominate sb’s thinking (=be the main thing someone thinks 
about) This principle has dominated academic thinking for 

decades.PREPOSITIONSthinking on/about sth This is the latest government thinking 
on student fees.the thinking behind sth I don’t understand the thinking behind this 
decision. 

thirst /θɜːst $ θɜːrst/ noun  1. the state of wanting or needing a 

drinkADJECTIVESa powerful thirst (=a strong feeling of thirst) Joe had a powerful 
thirst and drank the whole bottle in seconds.a raging/terrible thirst (=a very strong 

feeling of thirst) After the party, he woke up with a headache and a raging 
thirst.VERBSquench your thirst (=drink to get rid of it) He brought them water 
to quench their thirst. | You can quench your thirst with a cool drink from the hotel 

bar.slake your thirst literary (=quench it) Animals come to slake their thirst at the 
pool.suffer from thirst They marched on, suffering terribly from thirst.die of 
thirst Their companions had died of thirst.work up a thirst (=do something that 

makes you thirsty) Lemonade is a refreshing drink when you have worked up a 
thirst.Don’t say I have thirst. Say I’m thirsty.2. literary a strong desire for 
somethingADJECTIVESa great/tremendous thirst In today’s world, there is 

a tremendous thirst for information.an insatiable/unquenchable thirst (=a strong 
desire that cannot be stopped) He had an unquenchable thirst for hard work and did all 
the organizing.VERBShave a thirst for sth She had a thirst for facts.satisfy sb’s 

thirst for sth His job as a ski instructor failed to satisfy his thirst 
for adventure.PREPOSITIONSa thirst for sth He was delighted by his students’ thirst 
for knowledge. 

thirsty /ˈθɜːsti $ ˈθɜːr-/ adjective (thirstierthirstiest)  feeling that you want or 

need a drinkVERBSbe/feel thirsty Can I have a glass of water? I’m really thirsty.make 
sb (feel) thirsty The heat makes you thirsty.PHRASESsth is thirsty work (=it makes 

you feel thirsty) All this digging is thirsty workhot and thirsty He had been working in 
the garden and was feeling hot and thirsty. 
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thorough /ˈθʌrə $ ˈθʌroʊ, ˈθʌrə/ adjective  including every possible 

detailADVERBSvery/extremely thorough He promised an extremely 
thorough investigation.admirably thorough (=used when you admire someone’s work 
because it is very thorough) Her research for the book was admirably thorough.NOUNSa 

thorough investigation The police investigation was very thorough.a thorough 
search Despite a thorough search, the letter was never found.a thorough 
examination/inspection/check Mechanics carried out a thorough inspection of the 

engine.a thorough check-up (=when a doctor or dentist examines you very 
carefully) The doctor gave him a thorough check-up.a thorough 
review/assessment/analysis We need a thorough review of current 

policy.thorough research The director likes to do thorough research before starting to 
film.thorough knowledge/understanding Applicants for the job will need a thorough 
knowledge of German.a thorough grounding (=thorough training in the basic parts of 

a subject) The course gives students a thorough grounding in mathematics.thorough 
training Volunteers had to undergo a long and thorough training.a thorough 
overhaul (=when every part of something is changed and improved) The department 

needs a thorough overhaul.thorough cleaning Regular, thorough cleaning is 
necessary to keep surfaces free of bacteria.thorough preparation Thorough 

preparation will give you the best chance of success in your interview.THESAURUS: 

thorough→ careful  

 

thought /θɔːt $ θɒːt/ noun  1. something that you think of, remember, or 

realizeADJECTIVESsb’s first thought My first thought was that he must have forgotten 

our meeting.a pleasant/nice thought Maybe she was getting old. It was not a 
pleasant thought.a strange/funny thought A strange thought crossed his mind.a 
comforting thought I miss my daughter, but knowing that she’s happy is a comforting 

thought.a frightening/chilling/horrible/disturbing/ thought A horrible 
thought struck her: could he be having an affair?a depressing thought “The holiday is 
almost over.” “What a depressing thought!”a sobering thought (=one that makes you 

feel serious) We have the power to destroy the world, which is a sobering thought.a 
passing/fleeting thought (=a quick, not very serious thought) He never gives his 
appearance more than a passing thought.a sudden thought At first she couldn’t think 

what to do, but then she had a sudden thought.negative/positive thoughts Try to 
clear your mind of negative thoughts.sb’s innermost thoughts (=personal and secret 
ones) He would never share his innermost thoughts with anyone.VERBS + thoughthave 

a thought I just had a funny thought.express your thoughts (=say what they are or 
tell other people about them) He was finding it difficult to express his thoughts.share 
your thoughts (=tell them to other people) It’s good to have someone 

to share your thoughts with.can’t bear the thought of sth also hate the thought of 
sth I can’t bear the thought of you being hurt.dismiss a thought (=refuse to consider 
it) Was her husband involved in the crime? 

She dismissed the thought instantly.thought + VERBSa thought occurs to/comes 
to/strikes sb (=someone suddenly has a thought) The thought occurred to him that 
she might be lying.a thought crosses sb’s mind (=someone has a thought) The 

thought never crossed my mind that I could be wrong.sb’s thoughts turn to 
sth (=they start thinking about something) As summer approaches, people’s thoughts 
turn to holidays.sb’s thoughts drift (back) to sth (=they stop thinking about 
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something and start thinking about something else) My thoughts drifted back to last 

night.PREPOSITIONSthe thought of (doing) sth I didn’t like the thought of going back 
there again. | The thought of revenge was tempting.thoughts about sth He kept 

having thoughts about death.PHRASESthe very thought (=even the idea of doing 
something) The very thought of going on stage made her feel ill.spare a thought for 
sb BrE (=used for telling someone that they should think about someone in a worse 

situation than they are)Spare a thought for those who have to work while you’re out 
enjoying yourself.on second thoughts (=used when saying that you have changed 
your decision, because you have thought of something else) On second thoughts, can 

we have the meeting next week? I’m busy all this week.2. the act or process of thinking 
about somethingADJECTIVESserious/careful thought He had foolishly made this 
promise without any serious thought.deep thought Holmes stood still, apparently 

in deep thought.some/little/a great deal of/much thought Karen had been giving 
the matter a great deal of thought over the last few weeks.conscious 
thought Without conscious thought, she placed her hand on his arm.rational 

thought Mental illness can interfere with rational thought.VERBSgive some/careful 
etc thought to sth (=think about something) Carmel gave some thought to what he 
had said.thought goes into sth A lot of thought had gone into planning the 

event.thought + NOUNSthought process Most of our thought processes are 
unconscious.a thought pattern (=a way that someone regularly thinks) People who 
suffer from depression tend to have negative thought patterns.PREPOSITIONSwithout 

thought What they did, they did carelessly, without thought.PHRASESbe deep/lost in 
thought Rae walked on, lost in thought.with no thought for sth He dived in to 
rescue the child, with no thought for his own safety.a train/line of thought (=a series 

of related thoughts that are developing in your mind) The loud noise interrupted 
her train of thought.freedom of thought (=when people are allowed to think whatever 
they want) Everyone has the right to freedom of thought.food for 

thought (=something that makes you think carefully) The workshop and discussion 
should provide us with plenty of food for thought. 

thoughtful adjective  1. serious and quiet because you are thinking a 

lotVERBSlook thoughtful He looked thoughtful for a moment.NOUNSa thoughtful 
look/expression He had a thoughtful expression on his face.a thoughtful mood She 

was in a thoughtful mood.a thoughtful silence/pause There was a thoughtful 
pause before the conversation started up again.ADVERBSdeeply thoughtful As we 
walked home, Lisa was silent and deeply thoughtful.2. showing that you have thought 

carefully about how to do somethingNOUNSa thoughtful approach/manner/way A 
more thoughtful approach to fighting violent crime is required.a thoughtful 
analysis The article provides a thoughtful analysis of some key issues.3. thinking 

about other people’s feelingsPHRASESit was thoughtful of sb to do sth It was 
thoughtful of them to leave the room so that we could talk in private.a thoughtful 
thing to do Offering to carry her bags was a thoughtful thing to do.How thoughtful 

(of you)! “I’ve brought some of your favourite chocolates.” “How thoughtful of 

you!”THESAURUS: thoughtful→ kind2 

thoughtless /ˈθɔːtləs $ ˈθɒːt-/ adjective  THESAURUS > careless 

thread /θred/ noun  a long thin string of cotton, silk etc used, for example, in 

sewingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + threadcotton/silk/nylon etc thread The hole had been 
sewn up with nylon thread.gold/silver thread The robe was richly embroidered 
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with gold thread.sewing thread You will need some strong sewing thread.fine 

thread (=thin thread) Use fine thread when you are sewing a delicate fabric such as 
silk.coarse thread (=thick thread) She strung the beads on coarse black thread to 

make a necklace.strong thread Polyester thread is very strong.VERBSspin 
thread (=make thread by twisting wool, cotton etc) Women would spin thread and 
make cloth.PHRASESa piece/length of thread He bit off a piece of thread.a 

spool/reel of thread (=a small object that thread is wound around) I bought a spool 
of white thread.(a) needle and thread She was an expert with needle and thread. 

threat /θret/ noun  1. a statement in which you tell someone that you will cause 

them harm or trouble if they do not do what you wantVERBSmake/issue a 

threat Neighbours say that they heard the man make threats against his wife.carry 
out a threat (=do what you threatened to do) She should have carried 
out her threat to tell the police.receive a threat He has received many threats against 

his life.lift/withdraw a threat (=say that it is no longer true) The group has lifted its 
earlier threat of armed attack.give in to a threat (=do what someone wants you to do 
after they threaten you) The government is not going to give in 

to terrorist threats.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + threata death threat (=a threat to kill 
someone) Scientists involved in the research have received death threats.a bomb 

threat The station was closed because of a bomb threat.an empty/idle threat (=that 
someone does not intend to carry out) I knew she was not making idle threats.a veiled 
threat (=one that is not made directly) The emails contained veiled threats of 

harm.PREPOSITIONSthe threat of sth Government uses the threat of withdrawing 
funding to control organizations.a threat against sth/sb The terrorists have 
made threats against police officers.the threat from sb Experts believe the threat 

from these paramilitary groups is very real.2. something or someone that could cause 
harm or problemsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + threata serious/major/grave 
threat Pollution poses a serious threat to public health.the greatest/biggest 

threat The greatest threat to our planet is climate change.a real threat Competition 
from abroad poses a real threat to the car industry.a potential threat He see me as 
a potential threat to his position as manager.a perceived threat (=which people 

believe exists) People are very worried about the perceived threat of violent crime.an 
apparent threat (=which seems to exist) There seemed no apparent threat of the 
school being closed.an immediate/imminent threat (=the possibility that something 

bad will happen very soon) There is no immediate threat to nearby towns from the 
volcano.a long-term/short-term threat The banking crisis could be a long-term 
threat to the economy.a direct threat Workers saw the new technology as a direct 

threat to their jobs.an ever-present threat also a constant threat There is an ever-
present threat of attack from terrorist groups.a military threat Each country regarded 
the other as a major military threat.a terrorist threat US officials underestimated 

the terrorist threat before the 25th June bombing.a security threat If this technology 
became available to terrorist groups, it would pose a serious security 
threat.VERBSpose/present a threat (=be a threat) The rebels pose no immediate 

threat to the government.represent a threat He is not worried, because 
you represent no threat to him.counter/combat a threat We must work together 
to counter the threat of terrorism.face a threat (=be likely to be affected by 

something) The factory is facing the threat of closure.meet a threat (=deal with 
it) Our armed forces have to evolve to meet new threats.eliminate a threat (=get rid 
of it) The new law does not eliminate the threat posed by these drugs.mitigate a 
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threat (=make it less serious) These plans exist to mitigate the threat posed by a 

possible radiation leak.downplay a threat (=tell people that it is less serious than 
they think) The government is downplaying the threat to British 

business.PREPOSITIONSa threat of sth The nuclear industry does not accept that there 
is a constant threat of disaster.a threat to sb/sth Is there any real threat to public 
safety?the threat from sb/sth The threat to health from alcohol abuse is still not fully 

recognized.be under threat (=something could stop existing or be destroyed because 
of something) The hospital is still under threat of closure. | Many species of animals are 
under threat because of global warming. 

threaten /ˈθretn/ verb  1. to say that you will cause someone harm or trouble if 

they do not do what you want GrammarThreaten is usually used with an infinitive in  

this meaning: They threatened to kill the hostages. PHRASESthreaten sb with a 

knife/gun etc He was threatened with a knife during the robbery.threaten sb with 
violence Nobody deserves to be threatened with violence for doing their 
job.ADVERBSrepeatedly threaten to do sth He had repeatedly threatened to 

leave.2. to be likely to harm or destroy somethingADVERBSseriously threaten sth The 
strikes could seriously threaten the economy.NOUNSthreaten the security/stability 
of sth The court deals with matters which threaten national security.threaten the 

existence of sth This policy is threatening the existence of smaller 
companies.threaten the survival of sth Pollution could threaten the survival of these 

whales.threaten sb’s livelihood (=be likely to harm their ability to earn money to 
live) The government’s agricultural policy is threatening the livelihood 
of farmers.threaten sb’s life The operation is to remove a blood clot which 

is threatening his life.threaten the future of sth It was a bitter political row 
which threatened the future of the European Union.PHRASESbe threatened with 
closure Rural schools were threatened with closure.be threatened with 

extinction Many rare and beautiful plants are threatened with extinction.be 
threatened with demolition/destruction The building is threatened with 
demolition to make way for a new road. 

threshold /ˈθreʃhəʊld, -ʃəʊld $ -oʊld/ noun  the level at which something starts 

to happen or have an effectADJECTIVESa high/low threshold Young children have 
very low boredom threshold.NOUNS + thresholdsb’s pain threshold (=your ability or 

inability to deal with pain) A woman’s experience of childbirth can depend on her pain 
threshold.sb’s boredom threshold (=whether you do or do not get bored easily) She 
has a low boredom threshold, so she loves new challenges.the tax threshold (=the 

level at which you start paying tax on the money you have earned) The government 
promised to help the lower paid by raising the tax threshold. | We set a 
maximum earnings threshold of £25,000 to qualify for subsidised housing.the poverty 

threshold (=when someone is officially considered to be very poor) The number of 
families living below the poverty threshold has increased.VERBSexceed a 
threshold (=be more than the threshold) The value of many family homes 

far exceeds the threshold for paying inheritance tax.lower a threshold Lack of sleep 
can lower your pain threshold.raise a threshold The government is 
considering raising the tax threshold to £50,000.cross the threshold With this lie 

he crossed the threshold from dishonesty into crime.set/fix/establish a threshold If 
the government set a lower threshold, more people would pay the 
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tax.PREPOSITIONSthe threshold for sth What is the current threshold for paying 

income tax?above/below a threshold Her earnings are now above the 40% 
tax threshold. | Spending on a political campaign must remain below the 

$600,000 threshold. 

thrill /θrɪl/ noun  a sudden strong feeling of excitement and pleasure, or the 

thing that makes you feel thisADJECTIVESa big/great/tremendous thrill It was 
a great thrill for me to beat the champion.a real thrill Driving a race car is a real 

thrill for me.a cheap thrill disapproving (=excitement that you can get easily from 
something silly or bad) Young people go to the big city in search of cheap thrills.a 
vicarious thrill (=that you get from watching or hearing about someone else doing 

something exciting) Many of us enjoy the vicarious thrill of a murder investigation on 
TV.a special thrill For any performer, appearing in this wonderful theatre is a special 
thrill.VERBSget a thrill Some people get a thrill out of skydiving.feel/experience a 

thrill I felt a thrill of anticipation as I waited for her train to arrive.give sb a 
thrill It gave her a big thrill to meet a real movie star.PHRASESa thrill of 
excitement/anticipation/pleasure As the plane took off, he felt a thrill of 

excitement. 

thrilled /θrɪld/ adjective  THESAURUS > happy 

threshold /ˈθreʃhəʊld, -ʃəʊld $ -oʊld/ noun  the level at which something starts 

to happen or have an effectADJECTIVESa high/low threshold Young children have 
very low boredom threshold.NOUNS + thresholdsb’s pain threshold (=your ability or 
inability to deal with pain) A woman’s experience of childbirth can depend on her pain 

threshold.sb’s boredom threshold (=whether you do or do not get bored easily) She 
has a low boredom threshold, so she loves new challenges.the tax threshold (=the 
level at which you start paying tax on the money you have earned) The government 

promised to help the lower paid by raising the tax threshold. | We set a 
maximum earnings threshold of £25,000 to qualify for subsidised housing.the poverty 
threshold (=when someone is officially considered to be very poor) The number of 

families living below the poverty threshold has increased.VERBSexceed a 
threshold (=be more than the threshold) The value of many family homes 
far exceeds the threshold for paying inheritance tax.lower a threshold Lack of sleep 

can lower your pain threshold.raise a threshold The government is 
considering raising the tax threshold to £50,000.cross the threshold With this lie 
he crossed the threshold from dishonesty into crime.set/fix/establish a threshold If 

the government set a lower threshold, more people would pay the 
tax.PREPOSITIONSthe threshold for sth What is the current threshold for paying 
income tax?above/below a threshold Her earnings are now above the 40% 

tax threshold. | Spending on a political campaign must remain below the 
$600,000 threshold. 

thrill /θrɪl/ noun  a sudden strong feeling of excitement and pleasure, or the 

thing that makes you feel thisADJECTIVESa big/great/tremendous thrill It was 
a great thrill for me to beat the champion.a real thrill Driving a race car is a real 
thrill for me.a cheap thrill disapproving (=excitement that you can get easily from 

something silly or bad) Young people go to the big city in search of cheap thrills.a 
vicarious thrill (=that you get from watching or hearing about someone else doing 
something exciting) Many of us enjoy the vicarious thrill of a murder investigation on 

TV.a special thrill For any performer, appearing in this wonderful theatre is a special 
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thrill.VERBSget a thrill Some people get a thrill out of skydiving.feel/experience a 

thrill I felt a thrill of anticipation as I waited for her train to arrive.give sb a 
thrill It gave her a big thrill to meet a real movie star.PHRASESa thrill of 

excitement/anticipation/pleasure As the plane took off, he felt a thrill of 
excitement. 

thrilled /θrɪld/ adjective  THESAURUS > happy 

thriving adjective  THESAURUS > successful (3) 

throat /θrəʊt $ θroʊt/ noun  1. the passage that goes from the back of your 

mouth down inside your neckADJECTIVESa sore throat also a bad throat BrE (=one 

that feels painful) I had a sore throat and a bit of a cough.a dry 
throat Her throat was dry with nerves.VERBSclear your throat (=cough a little before 
speaking) He cleared his throat as if he was about to say something.burn sb’s 

throat (=make it hurt and feel hot) The whisky burned his throat.sb’s throat hurts I 
had to shout so loud my throat hurt.sb’s throat tightens My throat tightened with 
fear.throat + NOUNSa throat infection He has a severe throat infection.a throat 

sweet/lozenge (=that you suck to make your throat feel less sore) I was sucking on a 
throat sweet before the performance.PREPOSITIONSdown sb’s throat He poured the 
drink down his throat.PHRASEShave sth stuck in your throat I had a fishbone stuck 

in my throat.have a lump in your throat (=feel that you want to cry) When I said 
goodbye to them, I had a lump in my throat.have a frog in your throat (=need to 
clear your throat) She started to explain, but she had a frog in her throat.2. the front of 

your neckVERBScut/slit/slash sb’s throat He grabbed a knife and threatened 
to cut her throat.PREPOSITIONSat sb’s throat She knotted the 
scarf at her throat.round/around sb’s throat She had a gold 

chain round her throat.PHRASESgrab/seize sb by the throat Eddie grabbed him by 
the throat and started to squeeze. 

throne /θrəʊn $ θroʊn/ noun  the position of being a king or 

queen GrammarIn this meaning, you always say the throne. VERBScome to the 

throne also ascend the throne formal (=become king or queen) Queen Anne was 37 
when she came to the throne.succeed to/accede to/inherit the throne (=become 

king or queen by inheriting the position) King Harald succeeded to the throne on his 
father’s death.take the throne (=become king or queen, especially without inheriting 
the position) Lady Macbeth encourages her husband to kill the king and take the 

throne.seize the throne (=become king or queen by force) His intention was to seize 
the throne for himself.sit on the throne All his sons sat on 
the French throne.abdicate/renounce/give up the throne (=officially give up the 

position of being king or queen) He abdicated the throne in favour of his son.restore 
sb to the throne (=make someone king or queen again, after this position was taken 

away from him or her) The former queen was restored to the throne nine years 
later.ADJECTIVESthe English/French etc throne In 1688, William replaced James 
on the English throne.the imperial throne (=the position of being an 

emperor) Constantine defeated his rival for the imperial throne.PREPOSITIONSthe 
throne of England/France etc He had a claim to the throne of France.on the 
throne (=in the position of king or queen) When this house was built, Elizabeth I 

was on the throne.PHRASESthe heir to the throne also the next in line to the 
throne (=the person who will become king or queen next) The wedding of the heir to 
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the throne was a magnificent occasion.be second/third etc in line to the 

throne (=be due to rule after the present and next ruler/two rulers) Prince William is 
second in line to the throne.a claim to the throne He had a strong claim to 

the Scottish throne.sb’s accession to the throne (=when someone becomes king or 
queen) The king celebrated the 30th anniversary of his accession to the throne on 
March 3rd.a claimant/pretender to the throne (=someone who claims the 

throne) In May 1828, a rival claimant to the throne proclaimed himself king. 

throw /θrəʊ $ θroʊ/ verb  to make something such as a ball or stone move 

quickly through the air using your handPREPOSITIONS/ADVERBSthrow sth at sb/sth a 
crowd of boys throwing snowballs at each other | Someone threw a stone at the 

car.throw sth to sb He threw his shirt to someone in the crowd.throw sth over 
sth The man threw a rope over the branch and started to climb the tree.throw sth up 
in(to) the air She threw the ball high up into the air.throw sth down on(to) the 

ground He threw the towel down onto the ground.THESAURUS: 

throwtoss also chuck informalto throw something, especially in a careless way 

without using much effort:She tossed her coat onto the bed. | Can you chuck me the 

remote control?hurlto throw something with a lot of force:Someone hurled a brick  

through his window. | Protesters began hurling things at the police.flingto angrily  

throw something somewhere with a lot of force, or to carelessly throw something  

somewhere because you have very little time:He flung her keys out of the 

window. | I flung a few things into a suitcase.heave /hiːv/to throw or move something  

heavy using a lot of effort:They heaved the log into the river. | We heaved the 

piano up the stairs.lobto throw something high into the air:He lobbed the 

grenade at an enemy tank.TO THROW A BALL IN A SPORTpassto throw the ball to  

another member of your team:He passed the ball to Johnson, who scored another  

basket.pitchto throw the ball to the batter in a game of baseball:Stoddard pitched 

for the Chicago White Sox.bowlto throw the ball towards the person who is batting in a  

game of cricket:Harmison bowled superbly and took 5 wickets.  

thunder /ˈθʌndə $ -ər/ noun  the loud noise that you hear during a storm, 

usually after a flash of lightningPHRASESa clap/crash/crack of thunder (=one 
extremely loud sound) Lightning flashed, followed seconds later by a loud crack of 
thunder.a rumble/roll of thunder (=one of a series of deep sounds) We could hear 

the rumble of thunder in the distance.a peal of thunder (=one very loud sound) She 
jumped as a huge peal of thunder crashed overhead.thunder and lightning The 
children were frightened by the thunder and lightning.VERBSthunder 

crashes/booms (=it makes a sudden loud sound) Thunder crashed overhead, waking 
the baby.thunder rumbles/rolls (=it makes a continuous deep sound) Thunder 
rumbled over the hills.ADJECTIVESdistant thunder We heard the rumble of distant 

thunder in the night. 

thunderous /ˈθʌndərəs/ adjective  THESAURUS > loud 

thunderstorm noun  a storm with thunder and lightningADJECTIVESa violent 

thunderstorm There was a violent thunderstorm last night.a heavy/severe 
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thunderstorm Severe thunderstorms are expected in Georgia.a big/massive 

thunderstorm A massive thunderstorm is about to hit Melbourne. 

ticket /ˈtɪkət, ˈtɪkɪt/ noun  a printed piece of paper which shows that you have 

paid to do something such as travel on a train, go to a concert, enter a competition 

etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS + ticketa train/bus/coach ticket I’ve lost my train ticket.an 
airline/plane/air ticket You can pick up your airline tickets at the check-in desk.a 
theatre/concert ticket The special rate includes theatre tickets and transport from 

the hotel to the theatre.a lottery/raffle ticket Eva bought a lottery ticket in the hope 
of winning some money.a one-way ticket also a single ticket BrE (=a ticket to a 
place but not back again) I bought a one-way ticket to London.a return ticket BrE a 

round-trip ticket AmE (=a ticket to a place and back) How much is a round-trip 
ticket to Boston?a season ticket (=one that allows you to make a journey or go to a 
sports stadium, theatre etc as often as you like during a fixed time period) He has 

a season ticket for Manchester United.a valid ticket (=one that is legally or officially 
acceptable) You cannot travel without a valid ticket.a free ticket also a 
complimentary ticket formal We were given some free tickets for the 

event.VERBSbook/reserve a ticket We booked our tickets well in advance.buy a 
ticket also purchase a ticket formal Sheila bought a ticket for the next flight 

home.ticket + NOUNSa ticket holder (=someone who has a ticket) The event is open 
to ticket holders only.a ticket office/booth/counter (=a place where you can buy 
tickets) There was a long queue at the ticket office.a ticket machine The ticket 

machine wasn’t working.the ticket barrier BrE (=a gate or other barrier at a station 
that you need a ticket to get through) John insisted on carrying my case as far as 
the ticket barrier.a ticket agency (=a company that sells tickets for concerts, sporting 

events etc) Book your tickets online from one of the many ticket agencies.a ticket 
price Ticket prices for the show range from £15 to £45.ticket sales The concert was 
cancelled because of poor ticket sales.a ticket collector/inspector (=someone who 

checks tickets on a train or at a station) The boy had been challenged by the ticket 
collector for not having a ticket.a ticket tout BrE (=someone who sells tickets at a 
high price outside a theatre, sports ground etc because there are not many tickets 

available) Ticket touts were standing outside the football stadium.PREPOSITIONSa 
ticket for sth How much are tickets for the concert?a ticket to somewhere I’d like a 

return ticket to London, please.THESAURUS: ticketTYPES OF TRAVEL TICKETSone-

way ticket single (ticket) BrEa ticket that lets you go to a place but not back 

again:A single to Edinburgh, please. | He bought a one-way ticket to Los  

Angeles.return (ticket) BrE round-trip ticket AmEa ticket that lets you go to a place 

and back again:A return to London, please. | You can buy a round-trip ticket for only  

$23.season ticketa ticket that lets you make the same journey every day for a fixed 

period of time:My company pays for my season ticket.e-ticketa ticket that you buy 

over the internet, in which you are given a number which you use when you check in  

at an airport:All you have to do is print off the e-ticket and show it at the check-in  

desk.  

tide /taɪd/ noun  1. the regular rising and falling of the level of the 

seaPHRASESthe tide is in (=the sea covers the shore) You can’t walk on the beach 

when the tide is in.the tide is out (=the sea has stopped covering the shore) Let’s go 
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for a walk along the beach while the tide is out.ADJECTIVEShigh tide (=when the sea 

reaches its highest point) At high tide the island is completely cut off.low tide (=when 
the sea reaches its lowest point) The sands are exposed at low tide.the incoming 

tide (=the tide coming onto the shore) Be careful that you don’t get caught by the 
incoming tide.the rising tide The rising tide had begun to fill up the channel.an ebb 
tide (=the flow of the sea away from the shore) We sailed out to sea on the ebb tide.a 

flood tide (=the flow of the sea towards the land) The wind drove the yacht inland 
on the flood tide.a spring tide (=a large rise and fall in the level of the sea, that 
happens when there is a new moon and when there is a full moon) It must be a spring 

tide.a neap tide technical (=a very small rise and fall in the level of the sea, that 
happens at the first and third quarters of the moon) Spring tides alternate with neap 
tides.VERBSthe tide comes in (=the sea comes nearer) Once the tide comes in, the 

cove is cut off.the tide goes out They sat on the beach watching the tide going 
out.the tide turns (=starts coming in or going out) Soon, the tide would turn and the 
waves would begin to creep inshore again.be cut off by the tide (=become trapped as 

the sea rises) Two anglers had to be rescued after getting cut off by the tide.2. the 
increase or development of events or people’s opinions, which is difficult to 
stopADJECTIVESa rising/growing tide of sth Police are struggling to cope with 

a rising tide of crime.VERBSstem the tide of sth (=stop it) The government is looking 
at ways of stemming the tide of illegal immigrants.turn the tide of sth (=change 
it) Mr Prodi is seeking to turn the tide of public opinion.reverse the tide of sth The 

country’s people are vital in reversing the tide of violence which has existed for many 
years.the tide turns (=events or people’s beliefs start to change) The 
political tide is turning.swim against the tide (=do or believe something which is 

different from most other people) By working, she had swum against the tide at a time 
when few married women had jobs.PREPOSITIONSthe tide of sth It takes courage to 
speak out against the tide of opinion. 

tidy /ˈtaɪdi/ adjective especially BrE  a room, house, desk etc that is tidy is neatly 

arranged with everything in the right placeVERBSkeep sth tidy I try to keep my 
desk tidy.VERBSa tidy house We sat at the dinner table in his tidy house.a tidy 

room It was a small, tidy room, with white walls.a tidy garden Out of the window, 
Daisy admired the incredibly tidy garden.a tidy pile of sth There were tidy piles of 

folded shirts. You can also use tidy about people who always keep things tidy: She  

had always been a tidy person who tried to keep everything in order. PHRASESneat 

and tidy/clean and tidy Ellen’s room is always neat and tidy.THESAURUS: 

tidyneatpile | row | hair | clothes | handwritinguse this about things that are 

carefully arranged in a way that is nice to look at:There was a neat pile of towels on  

the bed. | The chairs are arranged in neat rows. | His hair was always very  

neat. | Spencer wore neat clothes and acted like a gentleman. | The letter was written  

in her tiny neat handwriting. | The room was neat and tidy.immaculate /ɪˈmækjələt,  

ɪˈmækjʊlət/clothes | hair | room | houseperfectly clean and neat – use this to  

emphasize how clean something looks:The other women were all very rich and wore 

immaculate clothes. | Her black hair was immaculate and the pure silk violet dress  
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fitted her to perfection. | The room has the immaculate, antiseptic air of a hospital  

laboratory. | The house was always immaculate and everything was highly  

polished.well-keptgarden | lawn | grounds | houses | beachesa well-kept place is  

very well cared for and looks neat and clean:The house was surrounded by well-kept  

gardens. | The advertisement talked about a large house on well-kept grounds. | It is a  

pretty neighborhood with old and well-kept houses. | There are well-kept sandy 

beaches dotted with colourful  

umbrellas.orderlyrow | fashion | manner | queuearranged or organized in a  

sensible or neat way:The books were in orderly rows arranged according to  

subject. | If you hear the fire alarm, you should leave the building in an orderly fashion  

by the nearest exit (=in an orderly way). | Residents formed an orderly queue to  

receive food packages (=an orderly line of people).ANTONYMS → untidy 

tie1 /taɪ/ verb  1. to fasten or hold things in position using a piece of string, rope 

etcADVERBStie sth back She ties her hair back when she’s running.tie things 
together Use this knot to tie together ropes of different thicknesses.tie sth up (=tie it 
firmly together) He tied all the old newspapers up in a bundle.tie sth down (=firmly to 

the floor or the ground) Boxes must be tied down before the plane takes off.tie sth 
firmly/strongly Tie the rope firmly around the horse’s middle.NOUNStie a 

knot/bow Tie a knot round the end of the rope to stop it slipping through the hole.tie 
a rope/string/shoelace etc Find a tree or rock to tie the rope to.PREPOSITIONStie 
sth to sth Tie this label to your suitcase.tie sth round/around sth He tied a 

scarf around his head.tie sth with sth I kept all his letters tied together with a 

ribbon.2. to relate or connect one thing to another GrammarTie is usually passive in  

this meaning. ADVERBSbe inextricably tied to sth (=so closely that it cannot be 

separated) The wealth of the region is inextricably tied to the global economy.be 
intimately tied to sth (=very closely) The story of the railways is intimately tied to 

the spread of industry in Europe.be closely tied to sth The future of Austria 
was closely tied to that of Germany.be necessarily tied to sth For people living in 
these conditions, health is necessarily tied to poverty.PREPOSITIONSbe tied to 

sth Your chances of employment are tied to experience and qualifications.be tied up 
with sth The future of the project is all tied up with the company’s budgets. 

tie2 /taɪ/ noun  1. a strong relationship between people, groups, or 

countries GrammarUsually plural in this meaning. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ tieclose/strong ties Britain and the US have close ties with each 
other.family/blood ties Family ties have been weakened by people moving away from 

their parents.personal ties I have strong personal ties connecting me to this 
area.emotional ties He was a loner who failed to develop emotional ties with 
others.social ties Besides marriage, other social ties drew people 

together.economic/diplomatic ties Japan and South Korea have strong economic 
ties. | We are working towards the establishment of diplomatic ties between the two 
countries.VERBShave ties We have close political ties with several countries in the 

region.develop/establish/forge ties They are developing business ties with a major 
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Indian company. | The school aims to establish ties with local businesses.strengthen 

ties We are strengthening ties with our European partners.sever/cut ties (=stop 
having them) They have severed all diplomatic ties with Libya.maintain ties The 

university is committed to maintaining close ties with industry.PREPOSITIONSties with 
sth They have established ties with researchers in Finland.ties to sth She questioned 
the minister’s close ties to the company.ties between sth and sth There are strong 

emotional ties between the two families.PHRASESties of marriage/friendship/blood 
etc We should not forget the ties of friendship that unite the two countries.2. especially 
BrE a thing that a man wears around his neck under the collar of his shirtVERBSwear a 

tie I have to wear a tie for work.put on/take off your tie Dan took off his tie and sat 
down.adjust your tie (=slightly change the position) He was adjusting his tie in front 
of the mirror.do up your tie/knot your tie (=make a knot in it) His mother showed 

him how to knot his tie.loosen your tie (=make it less tight) It was very hot and I 
wanted to loosen my tie.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + tiesb’s tie is undone (=it is not pulled 
in a tight knot) His tie was undone and his hair was a mess.a school tie The boys were 

all wearing their school ties. The old school tieThis phrase is used when talking  

about the British class system, in which a small number of people help each other to  

get the best jobs, because they went to the same expensive schools: The age of the  

old school tie is far from over.  

tight1 /taɪt/ adjective  1. fitting very closelyNOUNStight clothing Don’t 

wear tight clothing for hiking.tight jeans He was wearing tight black jeans and a 
leather jacket.tight shoes/boots My boots were too tight and hurt my feet.a tight 

skirt/dress/top etc She wore a short skirt and a tight top.ADVERBStoo tight Those 

shorts are much too tight. Skin-tight clothes fit very tightly: She was wearing a skin-

tight dress. VERBSfeel tight I’ve put on weight – my 

skirt feels very tight.PREPOSITIONStight for sb I borrowed his boots, which were a 
bit tight for me.ANTONYMS → loose2. used to say that someone is holding something 

very firmlyNOUNSa tight hold/grip She kept a tight hold on her bag.a tight 
embrace She and her daughter were locked in a tight embrace.3. strict, or not 
allowing you to do muchNOUNStight control He keeps tight control of his business 

empire.tight restrictions There are very tight restrictions on the way we can spend 
our money.tight security (=very thorough) Security was tight around the parliament 
building.a tight schedule (=you have arranged to do a lot of things in a short time) He 

said he would try to fit the event into his tight schedule.a tight deadline (=you must 
finish something in a very short time) They are working hard to meet the tight 
deadline.a tight budget (=you only have a very limited amount of money to 

spend) You can buy a good computer even if you are on a tight 
budget.ADVERBSextremely tight We are working to an extremely 

tight budget.incredibly tight Security was incredibly tight at the airport.PHRASESkeep 
a tight grip/hold/rein on sth (=control it firmly) It is essential to keep a tight rein 

on public spending.THESAURUS: tight→ strict (2)  

tight2 /taɪt/ adverb  very firmly or closelyVERBShold (on) tight I held on 

tight to the rope.hold sb/sth tight We held each other tight and kissed each 
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other.shut/close sth tight She shut her eyes tight.squeeze sth tight He put his 

arms around me and squeezed me tight.clench sth tight His fists were clenched 
tight (=with the fingers bent as much as possible).wrap sth tight He 

shivered, wrapping his arms tight around his body.tie sth tight I 
hadn’t tied the ropes tight enough.pull/draw sth tight Make sure you pull the 
knot tight.screw sth on tight Screw the lid back on tight. 

time /taɪm/ noun  1. the thing that is measured in minutes, hours etc using 

clocksADJECTIVES/NOUNS + timea long time I haven’t seen him for a long time.a 
short time A short time later, she heard him drive away.Don’t say a small time.some 
time (=quite a long period of time) I’ve known the truth for some time.a limited 

time (=a short period of time) The offer is available for a limited time only.free/spare 
time He spends all his free time watching television.precious/valuable time I’m 
sorry if I’m taking up your valuable time.the journey time (=the time it takes to 

travel somewhere) By train, the journey time to London is about two 
hours.VERBSspend time I’m going to spend some time with my family.have 
time also have got time BrE (=have enough time to do something) I didn’t do it 

because I didn’t have time. | Have you got time for a coffee?save time I used a ready-
made sauce in order to save time.waste time You are wasting your time arguing with 

him.take time (=you need a long time to do something) Learning a new skill takes 
time.take some/a little/more etc time (=used when saying how much time you 
need to do something) Making this cake hardly takes any time.get time spoken (=have 

time free) Will you read this for me if you get time?pass the time (=spend a period of 
time doing something) The prisoners pass the time reading, or writing letters.kill 
time (=spend time doing something unimportant while waiting for something) He went 

for a walk to kill time before his appointment.time passes also time goes by As time 
passed, their love grew stronger.PREPOSITIONStime for sth I don’t have time for a 
long chat now. | He wishes he had more time for his friends. | Weekends are my time 

for relaxing.PHRASESa period of time All this happened over a long period of time.an 
amount/length of time Customers only have a limited amount of time to inspect the 
goods.there is time to do sth (=there is enough time to do it) There was no time 

to discuss it.it takes time to do sth It took them a long time to struggle through the 
crowds.in five/ten etc minutes’ time (=after five, ten etc minutes have passed) I 
have an urgent meeting in 15 minutes’ time.as time goes by/on (=as time passes – 

used when something happens gradually) I understood him better as time went 
on.time is running out (=there is not much time left to do something) Time is running 
out to do something about climate change.time’s up spoken (=the time allowed for 

something has finished) Time’s up, class; put your pens down.have time to 
kill (=have time to do something unimportant while waiting for something) We had 
some time to kill before our flight, so we decided to do some shopping.make/find 

time to do sth (=do something, even though you are busy) You need to make time 
to do things you enjoy.in plenty of time also in good time (=well before the 
necessary time for something) Make sure you arrive at the airport in plenty of 

time.THESAURUS: timeA LONG TIMEa long timea long period of time, especially  

many months or years:They’ve been married a long time – nearly 30 years. | The 

house has been empty for a long time. | It takes a long time to get a new passport.all  

day/night/year/weekcontinuing for the whole day, night, year etc – used especially  
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to emphasize that it is a long time:It’s going to take me all night to finish this  

essay. | He’s in London all week, and only comes home at the 

weekends.hours/weeks/months/yearsmany hours, weeks, months, or years –  

used to emphasize that it is a long time, or much longer than it should be:It’s years  

since I rode a bike. | My wife had to wait months for a hospital  

appointment.ages especially BrE informala very long time:I’ve been standing here for  

ages. | The software takes ages to load. | They’ve lived there for ages.a 

while also some timea fairly long time:I hadn’t seen Paul for a while, and he’d  

completely changed. | It may be some time before the company starts to make a  

profit.the longest time AmEa very long time:For the longest time, my daughter  

wasn’t reading at all. | It took me the longest time to figure out how to work the 

sunroof in this car.A SHORT TIMEa minute/momenta short time:I’ll call you back in a  

minute. | Can I show you something? It will only take a moment.a seconda very short  

time:I’ll be ready in a second. | Just a second – I can’t find my wallet.an 

instant writtena very short time:In an instant, they were gone. | He paused for an  

instant.a little while/a short whilea short period of time, especially a few hours,  

days, or weeks:I’ve been to Tokyo, but I was only there for a short while. | I saw him a  

little while ago.2. an occasion when you do something or when something 

happensADJECTIVESmany times/lots of times/countless times He had been to 
Paris many times before.a few times/a couple of times I saw her a few times during 
the summer.umpteen times informal (=many times – often used when you are 

annoyed) I’ve told her umpteen times to switch the lights off.a 
good/suitable/appropriate time Is this a good time to ask about money?a bad 
time It might be a bad time to mention her ex-husband.the right/wrong time (=a 

time that is suitable or not suitable) That was the wrong time to make a 
joke.VERBSremember a time Do you remember the time when the children camped in 
the garden?the time comes Do you think the time will ever come when people live on 

the moon?PHRASESfor the last time I knew I was saying goodbye to her for the last 
time.the time is ripe (=this is a suitable time for something which perhaps should 
have happened sooner) People are saying that the time is ripe for a change of 

government.THESAURUS: timeoccasiona time when something  

happens. Occasion is more formal than time:They have been seen together on  

several occasions. | The last occasion the two teams met, the Giants won easily.3. a 

particular period in history, or in someone’s lifePHRASESat that time At that time very 
few people had computers.at the present time (=now – used when the situation is 

likely to change) At the present time there is no treatment for the 
disease.ADJECTIVESmodern/recent times This is the worst economic crisis in modern 
times.ancient times People have lived here since ancient times.prehistoric 

times (=tens of thousands of years ago) The area was used as a burial ground in 
prehistoric times.a happy time School days are supposed to be the happiest time of 
your life.a sad time It was a very sad time when he died.a difficult/hard time Many 

people are having a hard time because of the recession. 
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timetable /ˈtaɪmˌteɪbəl/ noun  a list of times when things are planned to 

happenNOUNS + timetablea bus/train timetable BrE (=when buses and trains arrive 
and leave) Have you got the new bus timetable for this year?the school 
timetable BrE (=the list of classes that are taught in a school) There are no sports 

classes in the afternoons on the school timetable.ADJECTIVESa tight/strict/rigid 
timetable The bus drivers have to keep to a strict timetable.a provisional 
timetable (=likely to be changed in the future) A provisional timetable for the 

conference is now available.VERBSthe timetable says/it says on the 
timetable The timetable said there was another train at 6.15.keep to the 
timetable Increasing city traffic has made it harder for buses to keep 

to a timetable.agree on a timetable The committee has agreed on a timetable for the 
election of the next leader of the Labour Party.set a timetable No deal has been 
reached, nor has a timetable been set to complete the talks.PREPOSITIONSthe 

timetable for sth He gave no indication of a timetable for the introduction of the 
changes.on the timetable Morning examinations start at 09.30 a.m. unless otherwise 
stated on the timetable.according to the timetable According to the timetable, the 

next train leaves in half an hour. Timetable is used in British English when talking  

about the list of bus and train times, or the list of classes at a school. American  

speakers say schedule.  

timing noun  1. someone’s skill at choosing the right time to do 

somethingADJECTIVESgood/bad timing Success in business usually depends on good 
timing.perfect timing (=used when someone’s timing is exactly right) We arrived just 

as the train was coming into the station. Perfect timing!comic timing (=the ability to 
know when to do something so that it is funny) Hardy is a skilled comedian with expert 
comic timing.split-second timing (=very accurate timing) This technique 

requires split-second timing.sb’s timing is spot on informal (=exactly right) In tennis, 
your timing has to be spot on in order to hit the ball accurately.PHRASESsb’s sense of 
timing Once again, it seemed that his sense of timing had been just right.2. the time 

when something happensADJECTIVESthe exact/precise timing The exact timing of 
the event has not yet been decided.VERBSchange/alter the timing The timing of the 
meeting had to be changed because several people were away on 

holiday.affect/influence the timing The election may have influenced the timing of 
his decision.determine/dictate the timing (=make someone decide to do something 
at a particular time) The patient’s condition determines the timing of the 

surgery.PREPOSITIONSthe timing of sth The timing of the festival varies from year to 
year. 

tiny /ˈtaɪni/ adjective  extremely smallNOUNSa tiny room/house His room is 

tiny compared to mine.a tiny village/island/country They live in a tiny village where 
the local school has ten students.a tiny piece/part/particle Electricity is the motion 
of tiny particles called electrons.a tiny proportion/fraction/number Organic farmers 

produce only a tiny proportion of the country’s vegetables.a tiny amount You only 
need to use a tiny amount of oil when you cook.a tiny baby She held the tiny baby in 
her arms.tiny hands/fingers/feet/waist In those days women had tiny 

waists.ADVERBSvery tiny There was a very tiny hole in the curtain.incredibly tiny The 
words were written in incredibly tiny letters.PHRASEStiny little The baby has tiny 
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little fingers.THESAURUS: 

tinyminuteamount | quantity | traces | particle | differencesextremely small  

and extremely difficult to see or notice:Even a minute amount of this substance can 

cause death. | The soil contains minute quantities of uranium. | They found minute 

traces of poison in his body (=very small amounts that remain). | There are minute  

particles of dust in the air we breathe. | The jigsaw pieces are all similar in shape, with  

minute differences between 

them.miniaturecamera | transmitter | railway | submarine | version | horse | p

oodlemade in an extremely small size, or bred to be a very small size:The spy used a  

miniature camera. | There is a miniature radio transmitter under the table. | It was like  

looking at a miniature version of  

himself.microscopicparticle | organism | cellextremely small and impossible to see 

without special equipment:Diesel fumes contain microscopic particles of sticky  

carbon. | The disease is caused by microscopic organisms in the water. | There are 

microscopic cells in the intestine that absorb food. A microscope is a scientific  

instrument used for looking at very small objects. minuscule /ˈmɪnəskjuːl,  

ˈmɪnɪskjuːl/amount | budget | number | fraction | handwritingextremely small –  

used when this is surprising:The cans contain minuscule amounts of deadly  

chemicals. | His first film was made on a minuscule budget of $500. | The number of  

women in management positions was minuscule. | The program will only take up a  

minuscule fraction of your hard disk. | He produced a long list written in minuscule  

handwriting. | The threat from terrorism is minuscule compared to the danger of being  

killed in a road accident. Be careful with spelling. Don’t write miniscule.  

tip /tɪp/ noun  1. a helpful piece of adviceADJECTIVES/NOUNS + tipa 

good/useful/helpful/handy tip Go to their website to find useful tips on buying and 
selling a home.a simple tip He has some simple tips for saving money when you’re at 
the supermarket.cooking/gardening tips Most recipes come with added cooking 

tips. | She was always willing to share her gardening tips.beauty/safety tips The 
article contains some useful beauty tips. | Keep your loved ones safe with a few 
simple safety tips from the Fire Service.VERBSgive sb a tip He gave me some tips on 

how to improve my game.pass on a tip (=give someone a tip you have learned from 
someone or from doing something) The writer passes on many tips from his 
travels.follow a tip (=do what someone suggests) To keep your bike in good 

condition, follow these simple tips.pick up a tip (=learn a tip) If you listen to the show, 
you’ll pick up some really useful gardening tips.PREPOSITIONSa tip on doing sth The 
article gives some handy tips on decorating a small flat.a tip for sb Do you have 

any tips for new writers?PHRASEStake my tip/take a tip from me (=used when 
giving someone a tip) Take a tip from me and repair your roof before the winter.2. a 
small amount of extra money that you give to someone such as a waiter or a taxi 

driverADJECTIVESa big/large/generous tip The service was great and we left a large 
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tip.a small tip If the tip is too small, it can seem insulting.a 5%/10% etc tip A 15% 

tip is usual in restaurants.a £2/$5 tip He gave the waitress a $10 tip.VERBSleave a 
tip Aren’t you going to leave the waiter a tip?give sb a tip Kim gave the driver 

a tip.get a tip The waiters get more tips in the evenings.3. the end of something long 
and thinADJECTIVESa pointed tip The leaves have sharply pointed tips.the 
southern/northern tip (=of an island or area of land) It’s a small village on 

the southern tip of the island.PREPOSITIONSthe tip of sth She can touch her nose with 
the tip of her tongue.at the tip (of sth) There is a white line at the tip of the fish’s tail. 

tired /taɪəd $ taɪrd/ adjective  1. feeling that you want to sleep or 

restVERBSbe/feel tired They felt tired after the long journey.get/become tired If 

you get tired, we can take a break.look/sound tired You look tired – you should go 
home and get some rest.make sb tired Looking after the baby at night 
was making her feel tired during the 

daytime.ADVERBSphysically/mentally/emotionally tired Although I was physically 
tired I knew that my brain wasn’t ready for sleep.tired out (=extremely tired) When he 
comes home from school he’s tired out.NOUNSa tired voice “I think we’ve waited long 

enough,” she said in a tired voice.tired face/eyes Helen studied her mother’s tired 
face, which seemed older than her 52 years.a tired smile/sigh/look She looked into 

his eyes with a tired smile.sb’s arms/legs/hands are tired Can I put the box down? 
My arms are tired.PREPOSITIONStired from/after sth (=tired because of doing 
something) You must be tired from your long drive.PHRASEStired and drawn (=having 

a tired-looking face, especially because you are ill or have been worrying a lot) Taylor 

came into the doctor’s office looking tired and drawn. In British English, if someone is  

described as tired and emotional, this often means they are drunk: The star  

looked tired and emotional after a night out with some friends. THESAURUS: 

tiredexhaustedextremely tired:I was completely exhausted after the long trip  

home. | He sat down, exhausted. | She immediately fell into an exhausted sleep. | At  

this stage both players were physically and mentally exhausted.worn outvery tired  

because you have been working hard:With three small children to care for, she was  

always worn out. Worn out is not used before a noun. weary /ˈwɪəri $ ˈwɪr-

/traveller | sigh | eyes | smiletired because you have been travelling, worrying, or  

doing something for a long time. Weary is rather formal and is used especially in  

written descriptions:The weary travellers finally reached their destination. | "I'm glad  

that's over," she said with a weary sigh. | Polly closed her weary eyes. | Her mouth  

curved into a weary smile. | He looks tired and weary after 20 years in  

office.fatiguedvery tired. Fatigued is rather formal and is used especially in written  

descriptions:They were too fatigued to continue with the climb. | Because of her  

illness, she often became fatigued. Fatigued is not used before a noun. drainedvery  

tired and feeling as if all your energy has gone:Afterwards, he felt drained, both  

physically and mentally. | A lady with a drained face came out of the 

office.shattered BrE informalextremely tired:When I first started teaching, I came 
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home shattered every night. | He laughed unkindly at her shattered  

expression.bushed/beat informalvery tired:I’m bushed. I think I’ll go to bed 

early. | I’m beat. I don’t think I’ll go for a run tonight. Bushed and beat are not used  

before a noun. knackered BrE informal pooped AmE informalvery tired:By the time I  

got home I was absolutely knackered. | I was really pooped when we got  

back. Knackered is a very informal use – do not use it in polite  

conversation. Pooped and knackered are not used before a  

noun. dead informalextremely tired, so that you cannot do anything but sleep:I  

was absolutely dead by the time I got home.ALMOST ASLEEPsleepywanting to sleep 

very soon, so that your eyes start to close:I’m feeling quite sleepy. I think I’ll go to  

bed. | She rubbed her sleepy eyes.drowsystarting to sleep because you are in a warm 

place, have drunk too much alcohol, or have taken medicine:The tablets can make you 

feel drowsy. | She was beginning to feel a little drowsy after all the food and wine she 

had consumed. Another way to say thisIf you feel sleepy, you can also say that  

you can't keep your eyes open or you can hardly keep your eyes open: I’d  

better get some rest – I can’t keep my eyes open. He had been driving all night, and  

he could hardly keep his eyes open. 2. bored or annoyed with someone or something 

– used especially when someone has done something too much or a situation has 

continued for too long GrammarYou always say tired of sb/sth in this  

meaning. VERBSbe/feel tired of sb/sth He was tired of living in hotels.get/become 

tired also grow tired more formal Her friends had grown tired of waiting for her to 
call.PREPOSITIONStired of (doing) sth I’m tired of listening to their excuses.tired of 

sb (doing sth) Farmers are tired of politicians telling them what to do.PHRASESsick 
and tired of sb/sth (=said when you are very annoyed) I’m sick and tired of his 

stubbornness. 

tireless /ˈtaɪələs $ ˈtaɪr-/ adjective  THESAURUS > energetic 

tiresome adjective  THESAURUS > annoying 

tiring /ˈtaɪərɪŋ $ ˈtaɪr-/ adjective  making you feel that you want to sleep or 

restNOUNSa tiring day/morning/week I’ve had a tiring day and I want to have a 
rest.a tiring job/tiring work It was tiring work pulling the sails up and down.a tiring 

journey/drive They reached Las Vegas after a long and tiring journey.VERBSget 
tiring I like shopping but it gets tiring after a while.find sth tiring Many 
people find it tiring to have to speak in a foreign language all day.PREPOSITIONSsth is 

tiring for sb One-to-one teaching is tiring for both the learner and the 

teacher.THESAURUS: 

tiringexhaustingday | experience | work | task | process | journey | tour | sch
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eduleextremely tiring:It had been a long and exhausting day. | The three-week 

competition was an exhausting experience for the players. | Chopping up wood 

is exhausting work. | It was an exhausting process trying to find our way out of the 

forest. | They set off on an exhausting journey all the way across Russia. | He and 

Diana had just returned from an exhausting tour of America. | I had to drive nine 

hours without a break – it was 

exhausting.hardday | job | work | journey | drive | game | race | lifevery tiring  

and difficult:She came home after a hard day at the office. | Bringing up a child is hard  

work. | We knew it would be a long hard game. | It’s a hard life being a farmer. | It’s  

hard getting up at 5 a.m. every day. | He found the training  

really hard.gruelling BrE grueling AmEjourney | flight | tour | schedule | season

 | race | campaign | climb | ordealvery tiring and needing a lot of effort over a long 

period of time:Steinbeck’s novel is about a family’s grueling journey across America in  

search of work. | The team face a gruelling schedule of five games in three days. | The 

marathon is a particularly gruelling race. | The two candidates have just finished 

a gruelling five-week election campaign. | The journey to the South Pole was  

a gruelling ordeal (=a very tiring experience which lasted a long 

time).punishingschedule | regimevery tiring and needing a lot of effort over a long 

period of time:He has a punishing schedule of conferences, talks, and lectures. | The 

new soldiers go through a punishing physical regime (=a very tiring set of things that  

you have to do each day). Punishing or gruelling?These words mean the  

same. Punishing is usually used about schedules. backbreakingworkbackbreaking  

work is extremely tiring and needs a lot of physical effort:Clearing the land was  

slow backbreaking work.wearing /ˈweərɪŋ $ ˈwer-/tiring and often boring or annoying,  

because the same thing happens many times:He found her constant questions  

rather wearing. | Kids of that age can be very wearing. | It gets wearing being on 

stage every night. Wearing is not used before a noun.  

title /ˈtaɪtl/ noun  1. the name given to a particular book, painting, play 

etcADJECTIVESthe full title The book’s full title is ‘Alice’s Adventures in 
Wonderland’.the original title The film’s original title was ‘The King of Kong’, but they 
later changed it to ‘King Kong’.VERBSchoose a title/think of a title I can see why 

you chose that title for the book.give sth a title They decided to give the record the 
title ‘Dark Side of the Moon’.title + NOUNSthe title page The title page gave the names 
of the author and the translator.the title role (=the role of the person who is in the 

title of a film, book, or play) Meryl Streep plays the title role in the film.the title 
character (=who is referred to in the title of a book, film etc) Huckleberry Finn is 
the title character of the book.the title track (=a song with the same name as the title 

of an album) The CD’s title track was a massive hit.PREPOSITIONSthe title of sth The 
title of the film is very long.a title for sth We need to think of a title for the 
book.under a title (=using a title) The book was originally published under the title ‘A 
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Country Childhood’.2. the position of being the winner of an important sports 

competitionADJECTIVES/NOUNS + titlethe world title He believes that he can win 
the world title.the national title The teams are competing for the national title.a 

major title She has just won her first major title.the cup/league etc title (=the 
position of winner of a particular cup, league etc) Chelsea won the cup title last 
year.the heavyweight/middleweight etc title (=the title of champion at a particular 

weight in boxing) They will fight for the world heavyweight title next month.VERBSwin 
a title They won the British title the following year.take a title (=win it) He knocked 
out the champion and went on to take the title.clinch a title (=succeed in winning 

it) The Braves clinched the division title with a win over the Astros.hold a title He 
briefly held the world title.compete for a title Sixteen teams will be competing 
for the title.defend a title (=try to win it again the year after winning it) Lewis 

was defending his heavyweight title against Tucker.retain a title (=keep it) He is 
convinced Chelsea can retain their league title.regain a title She hopes 
to regain the title next year.be stripped of your title (=have it officially taken from 

you because you have done something wrong) He was stripped of his title after failing a 
drugs test.title + NOUNSthe title holder Alison White is the current title holder.a title 
fight (=a boxing match to win a particular title) He was knocked out in his title fight at 

Wembley. 

toe /təʊ $ toʊ/ noun  one of the five movable parts at the end of your 

footADJECTIVESsb’s big toe (=the widest toe on each foot) The shoes hurt my big 

toes.sb’s little toe (=the smallest toe on each foot) He broke his little toe.bare 
toes The broken glass had cut her bare toes.VERBSstand on your toes also stand on 
tiptoe She had to stand on her toes to reach the top shelf.step/tread on sb’s toe The 

man in front of me moved and trod on my toe.tap your toes (=keep hitting the floor 
gently with your toes) The music started and everyone 
began tapping their toes.wiggle/wriggle your toes (=move them up and down) She 

took off her shoes and wriggled her toes.stub your toe (=hurt it by hitting it against 
something) He stubbed his toe on a rock and yelled with pain.point your 
toes Point your toes as you dance.PHRASESfingers and toes My fingers and toes were 

really cold.from head to toe/from top to toe He was dressed from head to toe in 
black. 

toilet /ˈtɔɪlət, ˈtɔɪlɪt/ noun  the place where you go to get rid of waste from your 

body, or the thing that you use for thisADJECTIVES/NOUNS + toileta public toilet He 
set off across the square in search of a public toilet.the ladies’ toilets (=for women in 
a public building) There was a long queue for the ladies’ toilets.the gents’ toilets (=for 

men in a public building) The gents’ toilets are through this door.a disabled 
toilet (=for disabled people) Is there a disabled toilet in the theatre?an 
outside/outdoor toilet (=one that is outside a house, not in it) The house was small, 

with no hot water and an outside toilet.an indoor toilet (=one that is inside a 
house) Many cottages lacked a bathroom or indoor toilet.VERBSgo to the 
toilet also use the toilet especially BrE He got up to go to the toilet in the middle of 

the night.need the toilet BrE (=need to use the toilet) Does anyone need the 
toilet before we set off?flush the toilet (=make water go through it to clean it) I heard 
someone flush the toilet.be desperate for the toilet BrE (=need to use the toilet very 

soon) I was desperate for the toilet so I stopped the car.sit on the toilet He reads the 
newspaper while sitting on the toilet.Don’t say go to toilet. Say go to the toilet.toilet + 
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NOUNStoilet facilities Toilet facilities are available at the bus station.toilet 

paper also toilet roll BrE It looks like we’ve run out of toilet paper.a toilet seat She 

prefers a wooden toilet seat to a plastic one. Toilet is used in British English to mean  

a room. In American English, people usually say bathroom in this  

meaning. THESAURUS: toiletbathrooma room with a toilet in it, in someone’s  

house:He asked to use the bathroom. | The bathroom is on the first floor. In British  

English, bathroom is used especially when you want to be polite. In American  

English, it is the usual word to use. restroom AmEa room in a public place that has  

one or more toilets in it:She went into the store to use the restroom.lavatory formala 

room with a toilet in it:The lavatory is upstairs. | I need to go to the lavatory. | The 

nearest public lavatory is outside the library. In British English, lavatory is used  

about a toilet in someone's house, or in a public place. In American  

English, lavatory is used mainly about a toilet in a public building or on a  

plane. loo BrE informal john AmE informala room with a toilet in it:“Where’s Chris?”  

“He’s in the loo.” | Can I use your loo? | Where’s the john? Loo is very common in  

everyday spoken British English. bog BrE informala very informal word for a toilet,  

which is not considered polite:The nearest bog was miles away.the ladies BrE the 

ladies’ room AmEa public toilet for women:Where’s the ladies? | I need to go to the 

ladies’ room.the gents BrE the men’s room AmEa public toilet for men:The gents is  

through that door. | I need to go to the men’s room. Excuse me.latrinean outdoor  

toilet in a camp or military area:The latrines were in a shocking state.urinala type of  

toilet for men that is attached to a wall:He was standing at the urinal.pottya bowl that  

babies use as a toilet:Does he need his potty?commodea chair with a bowl in it, used 

as a toilet, especially in hospitals and homes for old people:She has to use a  

commode.bedpana container which is used as a toilet, especially in hospitals by 

people who are too ill or weak to get out of bed:I had to change the bedpans.  

tolerance /ˈtɒlərəns $ ˈtɑː-/ noun  1. willingness to allow people to do, say, or 

believe what they want, or to accept people who are different from 
youADJECTIVESreligious tolerance The country has a tradition of religious 
tolerance.racial tolerance Malaysia is proud of its racial tolerance.great 

tolerance There is a need for greater tolerance and understanding.little 
tolerance She has very little tolerance for noise when she is trying to work.zero 
tolerance (=used to say that no crime or bad behaviour will be accepted, even if it is 

very minor) The company has a policy of zero tolerance of drug use by 
employees.mutual tolerance (=all accepting each other) There was mutual 
tolerance between different communities.VERBShave tolerance My boss did 
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not have much tolerance for mistakes.show tolerance Perhaps we should 

try showing a little tolerance towards each other.promote tolerance They have taken 
the lead in promoting tolerance between Catholics and Protestants.teach (sb) 

tolerance Being with people of different cultures has taught me tolerance.learn 
tolerance These role-playing sessions are intended to help people learn 
tolerance.PREPOSITIONStolerance of/for sth I believe in tolerance of other 

religions.tolerance towards sb There was a general atmosphere of tolerance 
towards gay people.2. the degree to which a living thing can experience something 
without being harmed, affected, or upset by itADJECTIVESa high/low tolerance She 

had a very low tolerance for boredom.VERBStolerance 
increases/decreases Remember that tolerance for alcohol decreases with 
age.tolerance + NOUNSa tolerance level also a level of tolerance People have 

different tolerance levels for cold.PREPOSITIONStolerance of/for/to sth These plants 
are known for their tolerance of shade. 

tolerate /ˈtɒləreɪt $ ˈtɑː-/ verb  1. to accept unpleasant behaviour or an 

unpleasant situation, even though you do not like it: We do not tolerate any kind of 

discrimination.VERBS + toleratecan/can't tolerate sth In the end she could not 

tolerate the situation any longer.THESAURUS: tolerateput up with sthto accept  

unpleasant behaviour or an unpleasant situation even though you do not like it. Put up 

with is less formal than tolerate, and is the usual word to use in everyday English:I  

don’t see how you can put up with the constant noise. | Many people put up with poor  

pay and working conditions because they are afraid of losing their jobs.acceptto agree 

or deal with a situation you do not like but cannot change:She found it hard to  

accept his death. | The children seemed to be accepting the situation  

very calmly.stand/bearto accept or be forced to accept an unpleasant situation –  

used especially about things which cause you pain or make you feel upset. Bear is  

more formal than stand:Maisie couldn’t bear the pain any longer. | I can't stand this  

noise - can we tell them to turn their music down? | I don’t know how you’ve stood it  

for so long. Can't stand and can't bear are most commonly used when saying that  

you hate someone or something: I can't stand her husband. take informalto accept  

an unpleasant situation or someone’s unpleasant behaviour without becoming 

upset:She kept shouting at him and he just stood there and took it. | I can’t take much 

more of this - I think I'm going to apply for another job. | In the end, you can only  

take so much.live with sthto accept a bad situation as a permanent part of your life  

that you cannot change:I’ve had back pain for many years and I’ve just learned to live 

with it. | The guilt I felt was very hard to live with.endureto accept an unpleasant or  

difficult situation for a long time. Endure is rather formal and is mainly used in written  

descriptions:The victims of this war have endured tremendous pain and 

suffering. | The refugees endured cramped and filthy conditions.2. to allow people to 

do, say, or believe something without criticizing or punishing them: People with 

alternative lifestyles were tolerated 
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toll /təʊl $ toʊl/ noun  THESAURUS > cost1 (1) 

tone /təʊn $ toʊn/ noun  1. the way you say something or write a message, 

which shows how you are feeling or what you meanADJECTIVESa friendly/gentle 
tone His voice had a friendly tone.an aggressive/angry tone There is no need for 

such an aggressive tone.hushed tones also low/quiet tones (=speaking very 
quietly) They sat at the far end of the carriage, talking in hushed tones.a matter-of-
fact tone (=showing no emotion when what you are saying is exciting, frightening, 

upsetting etc) His tone was matter-of-fact, but she noticed he was shaking.a 
measured tone (=very carefully controlled) He spoke slowly, in a calm and measured 
tone.a conciliatory tone (=showing that you do not want to upset someone or have 

an argument with them) In her second email she used a more conciliatory tone.sb’s 
dulcet tones (=a very sweet and gentle voice – often used humorously to mean the 
opposite) I could hear Fred’s dulcet tones bellowing at me to hurry up.PREPOSITIONSin 

a ... tone She answered in rather an aggressive tone.PHRASESa tone of voice Try 
talking to the child in a firm tone of voice.2. the general feeling or attitude expressed in 
something, e.g. a film or a piece of writingADJECTIVESthe general/overall tone How 

would you describe the overall tone of these paintings?a positive/negative tone The 
audience responded well to the positive tone of her speech.a serious tone The slow 
sad music matches the serious tone of the film.a light/light-hearted tone (=not 

serious) Was such a light-hearted tone appropriate for this sad 
topic?VERBSset/establish the tone Opening remarks are important because 
they set the tone of the speech.give sth a ... tone The music gives the film a lovely 

light tone.have a tone The occasion had a very solemn tone.maintain a tone The 
writer maintains this humorous tone throughout the piece.change the tone The 
murder at the end of Act One changes the tone of the play completely.lighten the 

tone (=make it less serious) We needed a few jokes to lighten the tone of the 
evening.lower the tone (=make something less pleasant, less impressive, or less 
socially acceptable) He arrived drunk and immediately lowered the tone of the 

evening.PREPOSITIONSthe tone of sth The tone of these later poems is quite 
different.in tone I was hoping for a programme that was far more serious in 
tone.PHRASESa change/shift of tone With the leadership change, we noticed an 

interesting change of tone in party policy. 

tongue /tʌŋ/ noun  the soft part inside your mouth that you can move 

aboutVERBSstick your tongue out (=especially to be rude to someone) The 

boy stuck his tongue out at me and ran off.run your tongue over 
sth She ran her tongue nervously over her lips.flick your tongue The 
snake flicked its tongue a couple of times.click your tongue (=make a sharp noise 

with your tongue, especially to show that you are annoyed) His 
mother clicked her tongue at the swear word.ADJECTIVESa long tongue An anteater 
has a long sticky tongue.a pink/red tongue The cats were licking the plates with their 

small pink tongues.a forked tongue (=with the end divided in two) Snakes 
have forked tongues.PHRASESthe tip of your tongue She moistened her lips with the 
tip of her tongue. 

tool /tuːl/ noun  1. something that you hold in your hand and use to do a 

particular jobADJECTIVES/NOUNS + toola simple/basic tool Carving can be done with 
quite simple tools.a sharp tool Make a hole in the bottle with a sharp tool such as a 

knife.traditional tools These craftsmen use traditional tools and techniques.garden 
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tools We have a shed for storing garden tools.agricultural/farm 

tools Gradually, agricultural tools improved and farming became more efficient.power 
tools (=that use electricity) Always be careful when using power tools.hand 

tools (=that do not use electricity) In those days, they only had hand tools.VERBSuse 
a tool Early humans used stone tools.PREPOSITIONSa tool for doing sth I need some 

kind of tool for making holes. Toolkit and toolbox are usually written as one  

word. THESAURUS: 

toolimplement formalkitchen | agricultural | farm | writinga tool:She took a  

wooden spoon from a drawer full of kitchen implements. | The blade probably came 

from an agricultural implement. | The prisoners were not allowed to have writing  

implements.instrumentscientific | surgical | medical | writinga small tool used in  

work such as science or medicine:He collects early scientific instruments such as  

microscopes. | All surgical instruments must be completely clean. | The company 

makes high-quality writing instruments.utensil formalcooking | kitchen | eatinga 

tool or piece of equipment, usually one used for preparing or eating food:Wash your  

hands and all cooking utensils after preparing raw meat. | The patient may have 

difficulty holding eating utensils.gadgetkitchen | householda small tool or piece of  

equipment that has been cleverly designed to help you do something more easily:She 

demonstrates new kitchen gadgets on TV. | He has all the 

latest household gadgets. | They have designed an electronic gadget that can print  

labels. | It’s a clever little gadget for getting the stones out of cherries.2. something 

that you can use to achieve somethingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + toolan 

important/essential tool The internet has become an essential tool for research.a 
useful/valuable tool The test could be a useful tool in schools.a powerful 
tool Advertising is a powerful tool for influencing people’s buying habits.a 

teaching/educational/learning tool The book can be used as a teaching tool.a 
research tool The database is a powerful research tool.a marketing tool You can use 
the internet as a marketing tool to promote your own business.a management 

tool This type of analysis is a basic management tool.PREPOSITIONSa tool for (doing) 
sth A survey is a tool for gathering information.a tool for 
students/designers/architects etc This program is a good tool for architects. 

tooth /tuːθ/ noun  one of the hard white objects in your mouth that you use to 

bite and eat foodADJECTIVES/NOUNS + toothsb’s front/back teeth Some of his front 
teeth were missing.white/yellow teeth Her teeth were beautifully white.sharp 

teeth The fish has small but very sharp teeth.good/perfect teeth She smiled, 
showing a mouthful of perfect teeth.a bad/rotten tooth She felt ashamed of her bad 
teeth and rarely smiled.even teeth (=all of the same height) Models need to have 

even teethcrooked teeth (=not straight) The old man had crooked teeth.a loose 
tooth The little boy was wobbling his loose tooth.a broken/chipped tooth Ali then 
punched Dan, causing a swollen lip and broken tooth.a wisdom tooth (=one of the 

four teeth at the furthest sides of your mouth) You don’t usually get your wisdom 
teeth until you’re an adult.a false tooth He removed his false teeth before getting into 
bed.VERBSbrush your teeth also clean your teeth BrE I brush my teeth twice a 
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day.floss your teeth (=clean between your teeth using dental floss) My dentist said I 

should floss my teeth more.have a tooth out BrE have a tooth pulled AmE (=have a 
tooth removed) He’s gone to the dentist to have a tooth out.extract a tooth (=take it 

out) The dentist announced that she would have to extract two teeth.lose a 
tooth (=no longer have it) Many of the men had lost all their teeth by the age of 
40.break/chip a tooth She had broken a tooth on some candy.bare your 

teeth (=show them, especially in an angry or threatening way) The dog bared its 
teeth and snarled.grit/clench your teeth (=put them firmly together, especially in a 
way that shows you are determined, annoyed etc) He was gritting his teeth against the 

pain.grind your teeth (=move them against each other, sometimes because you are 
angry) Many people grind their teeth when they are asleep.gnash your 
teeth literary (=move them against each other because you are angry) He kept baring 

and gnashing his teeth.sink your teeth into sth (=put your teeth into someone’s 
flesh, into food etc) The dog sank its teeth into the boy’s hand.be cutting a 
tooth (=have one of your first teeth growing) Poor little Patrick was 

cutting another tooth and we had hardly had any sleep.sb’s teeth chatter (=hit 
together quickly because someone is cold or afraid) My teeth began to chatter, and I 
regretted leaving my jacket behind.Don’t say wash your teeth. Say brush your 

teeth or clean your teeth.tooth + NOUNStooth decay Brushing regularly helps 
prevent tooth decay.the tooth fairy (=an imaginary person that children believe gives 
them money when a tooth falls out) Did you get some money from the tooth 

fairy?tooth/teeth marks I had tooth marks on my arm where the boy had bitten 

me. Toothache and toothpaste are written as one word. PHRASESa set of teeth He 

still has a good set of teeth.through clenched teeth (=with your teeth firmly together 
because you are angry, in pain etc) “Why are you doing this?” Donna said through 
clenched teeth. 

top1 /tɒp $ tɑːp/ noun  1. the highest part of somethingADJECTIVESthe very 

top (=the highest part – used for emphasis) They live at the very top of the 
hill.VERBSreach/get to the top It was getting dark when we reached the top of the 
mountain.climb to the top She climbed to the top of the tree.PREPOSITIONSthe top 

of sth He kissed the top of her head.at the top Your name was at the top of our list.to 
the top I took her to the top of the tower.on (the) top Melt the butter in a pan on 
top of the stove.PHRASESright at/to the top (=at or to the highest part – used for 

emphasis) The bathroom is right at the top of the 

house. Hilltop, mountaintop, clifftop, treetop, and rooftop are written as one  

word. THESAURUS: topsummitthe top of a high mountain:They had reached the 

summit of the world’s highest mountain. | You get a really good view from the summit  

of Mount Fuji.peakthe sharply pointed top of a mountain, especially one that you can 

see in the distance:All around are the spectacular mountain peaks of the Alps. | The 

mountain’s jagged peaks poked through the clouds (=peaks with a very rough and 

uneven shape).crestthe top of a hill or wave:The little boat rode the crest  

of each wave. | When I reached the crest of the hill I turned to look  

back.ANTONYMS → bottom1 (1)2. the best, most successful, or most important 

position in an organization or groupADJECTIVESthe very top (=the highest position – 
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used for emphasis) To reach the very top in sport, you must have tremendous 

dedication.VERBSreach/get to the top It takes hard work to reach the top in this 
sport.make it to the top (=succeed in getting to the top) She was determined she was 

going to make it to the top.rise to the top He came from a poor family and rose to the 
top through hard work.PREPOSITIONSthe top of sth He was a highly respected man 
at the top of his profession.at the top His career at the top of British politics was at an 

end.to the top Her rapid rise to the top is well deserved.PHRASESright at/to the 
top (=at or to the highest position – used for emphasis) Her talent will take her right to 
the top.ANTONYMS → bottom1 (2)3. a cover for the top of something such as a bottle, 

tube, or penVERBStake/get the top off sth It’s difficult to get the top off the 
jar.unscrew the top (=take it off by turning) Can you unscrew the top for me?put the 
top (back) on sth He never puts the top back on the toothpaste. 

top2 /tɒp $ tɑːp/ adjective  1. at a higher level than the other one or other 

onesNOUNSthe top drawer/shelf The scissors are in the top drawer.the top 
floor Her office was on the top floor.the top layer/row Every month the top layer of 

your skin is replaced by a new one.the top step He stopped on the top step to look 
down at her.the top half/part There was glass in the top half of the door.the top 
left-hand/right-hand corner Write your name in the top left-hand corner.the top 

button He had undone the top button of his shirt.sb’s top lip There was sweat on 
his top lip.ANTONYMS → bottom22. best, highest, or most importantNOUNSa top 

scientist/sportsman/executive etc Hundreds of the country’s top 
scientists attended the conference.a top company It is one of the 
world’s top IT companies.a top job There is fierce competition for the top jobs.top 

marks/the top score/the top grade He got top marks in all his exams.top 
speed The car has a top speed of 160 miles per hour.top quality All the meat they use 
is top quality.the top level Does he have the skills needed to compete at the top 

level?a top priority Reducing violent crime is their top priority.THESAURUS: 

top→ important (2)  

topic AC /ˈtɒpɪk $ ˈtɑː-/ noun  a subject that people talk or write 

aboutADJECTIVESthe main topic The main topic of this chapter is the relation between 
language and culture.an important topic The ministers will discuss a number 

of important topics.a hot topic informal (=one that people are talking about a lot 
now) Gang crime is a hot topic at the moment.a controversial/contentious 
topic (=one that causes a lot of disagreement and strong feelings) Abortion is a 

very controversial topic.a sensitive topic (=one that must be dealt with carefully, 
because it may offend people) It’s best to stay away from sensitive topics such as 
religion.an emotive topic (=one that people have very strong opinions about) Hunting 

animals for sport can be a very emotive topic.an interesting/fascinating topic Early 
English history is a fascinating topic.a related/relevant topic The report deals with 
protecting the environment and other related topics.sb’s chosen topic In the 

competition, you have to answer five questions about your chosen topic.VERBSdiscuss 
a topic We discussed a wide range of different topics.deal with/address a topic I 
think we’ve already dealt with that topic.cover/include a topic The 

book covers topics such as business strategy and marketing.bring up/raise/mention 
a topic (=start talking about it) I was hoping someone would bring up that topic. | The 
argument started when someone raised the topic of racism.change the topic (=talk 

about something else) I’m bored. Can we change the topic?leave a topic (=stop 
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talking about it) Before we leave this topic, may I add one more thing?topic + NOUNSa 

topic area Below is a list of the main topic areas covered by the course.a topic 
heading Write brief notes under each topic heading.PREPOSITIONSthe topic of sth He 

will speak on the topic of violence in schools.PHRASESa topic of conversation Her 
favourite topic of conversation is herself.a topic of discussion/debate also a topic 
for discussion/debate The main topic of discussion was dealing with the financial 

crisis.a range of topics We discussed a range of topics. 

tornado /tɔːˈneɪdəʊ $ tɔːrˈneɪdoʊ/ noun  THESAURUS > wind 

tortuous adjective  THESAURUS > complicated 

total noun  the final number or amount of things, people etc when everything 

has been countedADJECTIVES/NOUNS + totalthe final total The final total was over 

$800.a combined/overall/grand total (=the sum of two or more amounts added 
together) The Jones family has a combined total of 140 years’ experience of farming.an 
annual/monthly/weekly/daily total The city produces an annual total of 13 million 

tons of waste.a huge total Her various jobs have earned her over £110,000 this year, 
which is a huge total.a staggering total (=extremely high) More than 600 people 
wrote letters of support, a staggering total.NOUNS + totalthe sum total (=the whole of 

an amount, when everything is added together) This was the sum total of her 
grandfather’s possessions.a career total (=reached during someone’s career) Another 
33 goals this season brings his career total to over 500.the jobless total (=the total 

number of people in a country who do not have a job) At one point, the jobless 
total reached over 5 million.the casualty total (=the total number of people 
killed) The growing level of traffic on these roads seems likely to push the casualty 

total even higher.VERBS + totalmake/give a total Staff raised £1,750 and the 
company matched it, making a total of £3,500.exceed a total (=be more than it) The 
number of accidents this year seems likely to exceed last year’s total.bring the total 

to 100/2,000 etc Police arrested more than 200 protesters 
yesterday, bringing the total detained to nearly 500.add to a total He wants to add 
to his total of three Olympic gold medals.total + VERBSa total reaches sth Sales are 

strong, with the total for this month likely to reach $5,000.a total comes to sth (=it is 
a particular number or amount when added together) The total for the meal came 
to just under $50.a total stands at sth (=it is a particular number or amount – used 

when it may increase) Our total this season stands at 56 points.PREPOSITIONSa total 
of sth To reach the top of the tower we had to climb a total of 250 steps.in 
total (=used when saying what the total is) In total, over 50,000 people visited the 

museum last year.out of a total of sth also from a total of sth Only 300 of the 
students were Asian, out of a total of nearly 10,000. 

touch1 /tʌtʃ/ verb  to put your fingers or hand onto someone or something for a 

very short timeADVERBSgently/lightly touch sb/sth He reached out and touched her 
face gently.accidentally touch sb/sth If you accidentally touch something hot, the 
pain makes you take your hand away.briefly touch sb/sth She put a hand out and 

briefly touched my arm.THESAURUS: touchfeelto touch something with your  

fingers in order to find out about it:I felt his forehead. It was cold. | Feel how soft this  

material is.handlefood | merchandise | goodsto touch something and pick it up and 

hold it in your hands:Children should always wash their hands before handling  

food. | Please do not handle the merchandise. | The glass was very fragile, and 
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she handled it with great care.rubhands | eyes | shouldersto move your hand over  

part of your body or a surface while pressing it:Bob rubbed his eyes and yawned. | Can  

you rub my shoulders? They feel painful. | She rubbed the lamp with a cloth until it  

shone. | Rub the wood with clear wax polish.scratchhead | chin | nose | earto rub  

part of your body with your nails, often because it itches:Bob scratched his head 

thoughtfully. | Jessica lifted her sunglasses and scratched her nose. | The dog kept  

scratching its ear.fingerto touch or handle something with your fingers, especially  

while you are thinking of other things:She fingered the heavy necklace around her  

neck. | A woman was fingering her beads and saying a prayer.tickleto move your  

fingers lightly over someone’s body in order to make them laugh:The baby giggled as I  

tickled him. | She tickled him under his feet.gropeto touch someone’s body in a sexual  

way when they do not want to be touched:The officer was accused of groping several  

women in his platoon.TOUCH SB GENTLY OR LOVINGLYstroketo move your hand gently  

over something, especially in a loving way:She stroked the child’s hair. | Our cat won’t  

let people stroke him.patto touch an animal or child lightly several times, with your  

hand flat:He knelt down to pat the dog. | She patted the little boy’s head.petto touch  

and move your hand gently over an animal or child:The goats, pigs, sheep, and cows 

here allow you to pet them.caressto gently touch a part of someone’s body in a loving  

way. Caress is rather formal and is mainly used in written English:The picture shows a  

mother caressing her child. | She caressed his cheek gently.fondleto touch a part of  

someone’s body in a loving or sexual way – use this especially about touching someone 

in a sexual way that is not wanted:He tried to fondle her and she immediately pulled  

away from him.  

touch2 /tʌtʃ/ noun  1. the act of touching someone or 

somethingADJECTIVESgentle/delicate/soft touch She felt the gentle touch of his 
hand on her cheek.PHRASESbe smooth/soft/hard etc to the touch (=feel smooth, 
soft etc when you touch it) The baby’s skin was soft to the touch.2. a small amount of a 

feeling or qualityPHRASESa touch of class/glamour/sophistication etc He looked 
good in his new suit – it gave him a touch of class.a touch of sadness/humour There 
was a touch of sadness in her voice.3. a special ability to do something 

wellADJECTIVESthe magic touch Lennon and McCartney seemed to have the magic 
touch and they wrote a string of classic songs.the common touch (=the ability to 
understand ordinary people and make them like you) Some people say that the 

president lacks the common touch.VERBSlose/find your touch I was beginning to 
worry that I had lost my touch. 

touching adjective  THESAURUS > emotional (1) 

tough /tʌf/ adjective  1. difficult to do or deal withNOUNSa tough 

decision/choice Picking the best candidate for the job was a very tough decision.a 
tough fight/battle Local people face a tough fight to try to stop the airport being 

built.a tough game/match/race The opposition are good, so it’s going to be a tough 
game.a tough job/task The judges have a tough job.a tough question The senator 
is going to have to answer some pretty tough questions.a tough time/year/life He is 
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having a tough time at the moment because business is bad.a tough challenge She 

has dealt with some tough challenges in her life.tough competition British car makers 
faced tough competition from other European manufacturers.VERBSfind sth/it 

tough Scott found it tough to talk about his feelings.PREPOSITIONStough on sb My 
husband and I got divorced, and it’s been tough on the kids.PHRASESthings get 
tough We all need help sometimes when things get tough.be tough to 

beat/find/handle etc She is a great player, and she will be tough to beat.tough 

going (=difficult to continue with) I found the diet tough going.THESAURUS: 

tough→ difficult2. very strict or firmNOUNStough action/measures The 

authorities seem unable or unwilling to take tough action.a tough law/restriction The 
government brought in tough anti-terrorist laws.a tough penalty There will be tough 

penalties for industries which cause water pollution.tough standards Tough new 
environmental standards have recently been introduced.a tough line/stance (=a 
tough attitude or way of dealing with something) He wants to take a tough line on 

drugs.VERBSget tough (=start dealing with someone very strictly or firmly) We are 
going to get tough with people who don’t pay their bills on time.PREPOSITIONStough 
on sb/sth Politicians want to appear tough on crime.tough with sb You need to 

be tough with him and show him who is the boss.THESAURUS: 

tough→ strict (1)→ strict (2)3. having a strong character and determined to 

succeed, even in difficult situationsTHESAURUS: tough→ determined4. hard and 

difficult to chew or cutTHESAURUS: tough→ hard (1)  

tour /tʊə $ tʊr/ noun  1. a journey in which you visit several different 

placesADJECTIVES/NOUNS + toura ten-day/two-month etc tour The family are on a 

ten-day tour of Europe.a walking/cycling tour He and a friend are planning a cycling 
tour this summer.a bus/coach tour As neither of us drives, we are thinking of going 
on a coach tour.a concert tour The band has just begun a 15-month concert tour.a 

lecture/speaking tour He made a highly successful lecture tour of the US in 2010.a 
national/nationwide tour The event is part of a national tour to promote her book.a 
world/European/North American etc tour The singer arrived in Singapore for the 

next stage of his world tour.a short tour The guitarist arrives in Ireland for a short 
tour later this month.an extensive/extended tour (=a long tour) The band have 
announced details of their most extensive tour yet.a whistlestop/whirlwind tour (=a 

very quick tour) The president then made a whirlwind tour of military bases in the north 
of the country.a package tour (=with the travel and accommodation arranged by one 

company) Package tours are usually cheaper than booking everything yourself.a 
promotional/publicity tour (=one in which you go to a lot of places to advertise a 
book, film etc) The director is on a promotional tour for his new film.VERBSgo on (a) 

tour It would be nice to go on a tour of the islands.make/take/do a tour of sth The 
president made a tour of ten Latin American countries. | I took a helicopter tour of the 
region.lead a tour The tour will be led by a local guide.a tour includes sth The tour 

includes boat trips along the Kok and Mekong Rivers.tour + NOUNSa tour 
guide (=someone who leads a tour) A tour guide was showing a group around the 
cathedral.a tour company also a tour operator BrE This tour company specialises in 

holidays to China.a tour bus We got back on the tour bus and returned to our 
hotel.PREPOSITIONSa tour of sth The Indian team performed well on its tour of South 
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Africa.a tour around/round sth He went on a publicity tour around the States.on 

tour (=used about a team, band, singer etc) The band are currently on tour in 
Europe.PHRASESa leg/stage of a tour (=a part of a tour) They are preparing for the 

second leg of their tour.2. a short trip around a place to see itADJECTIVESa guided 
tour There is a guided tour of the museum every afternoon.a quick/short tour Come 
and have a quick tour of the house.a sightseeing tour (=in which you visit famous or 

interesting places in an area) On Saturday, we went on a sightseeing tour of London.an 
interactive/virtual tour (=in which you see pictures of something on a 
computer) You can take a virtual tour of the art gallery and see all the 

paintings.VERBSgo on a tour of sth We went on a tour of the town.do/have a tour of 
sth We’d love to do a tour of the gardens.give sb a tour (=show someone around a 
place) I called on them in their new house and they gave me a tour.take sb on a tour 

of sth Joe took me on a tour of the offices.PREPOSITIONSa tour of sth Would you like 
a tour of the school?a tour around/round sth I’m looking forward to our tour 
round the chocolate factory next Wednesday. 

tourism /ˈtʊərɪzəm $ ˈtʊr-/ noun  the business of providing things for people 

while they are on holidayVERBSrely on/depend on tourism also be dependent on 
tourism New Orleans depends heavily on tourism.boost tourism (=increase it) The 

movie has boosted tourism in the city by almost 50 percent.promote 
tourism (=encourage it) The event was organized to promote tourism to the 
region.develop tourism The state has actively sought to develop 

tourism.ADJECTIVESmass tourism (=by large numbers of people) Morocco’s 
countryside is still unspoilt by mass tourism.international tourism The country has 
been opened up to international tourism.domestic tourism The air travel difficulties 

resulted in increased domestic tourism.sustainable/green 
tourism also ecotourism (=tourism that does not damage the environment) Cycling is 
the ideal form of green tourism.tourism + NOUNSthe tourism industry Thousands of 

people are employed in the tourism industry.PHRASESan increase in tourism The 
building of the new airport resulted in an increase in tourism.the growth of 
tourism The growth of tourism has affected the environment.a drop/decline in 

tourism There has been a drop in tourism because of the fighting.the impact of 
tourism The environmental impact of tourism is a subject of growing concern. 

tourist /ˈtʊərəst, ˈtʊərɪst $ ˈtʊr-/ noun  someone who is visiting a place for 

pleasure on holidayADJECTIVESforeign tourists Millions of foreign tourists visit the 
capital every year.an American/Japanese etc tourist A crowd of Japanese 
tourists stood outside the cathedral.VERBStourists visit sth About six million tourists 

visit the country each year.tourists flock to sth (=visit it in large 
numbers) Tourists have flocked to the area ever since the TV series was filmed 
there.attract tourists also pull in/bring in tourists informal They hope to change 

the image of the city and attract more tourists.tourist + NOUNSa tourist 
attraction (=something interesting for tourists to see or do) Yellowstone National Park 
is a major tourist attraction.a tourist information office/centre There was a tourist 

information centre near the hotel.a tourist destination Egypt became a 
popular tourist destination in the nineteenth century.the tourist industry The tourist 
industry is extremely important to the island.the tourist season (=the period in a 

year when large numbers of tourists visit a place) Even in the tourist season the 
beaches don’t get too full.a tourist resort The island is one of the region’s most 
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popular tourist resorts.a tourist guide (= a person who shows tourists around a place, 

or a book that gives information about it) Some students work as tourist guides in the 
summer. | The hotel is mentioned in the tourist guide.the tourist trail/route (=the 

places in an area that tourists usually visit) Although the village is a long way off 
the tourist trail, it is well worth a visit.PHRASESa group/party of tourists The guide 
was talking to a party of tourists.a busload/coachload of tourists The café was quiet 

until a coachload of tourists arrived.be crowded with tourists also be full of 
tourists The town is crowded with tourists in the summer months.be a magnet for 
tourists (=many tourists visit it) With its fantastic castles and pretty villages, the area 

is a magnet for tourists.THESAURUS: 

touristtraveller BrE traveler AmEsomeone who travels somewhere:The service is  

mostly used by business travellers. | The strike will affect air travellers. | The weary  

travellers finally arrived home after their long journey. | I am a fairly seasoned 

traveller, but I have never seen anything like this before (=someone who has had a lot  

of experience of travelling to many different places). | Marco Polo was the first  

European traveller to visit the region.visitorsomeone who comes to visit a particular  

country, area, museum etc:Times Square attracts more than 30 

million visitors annually. | Many foreign visitors have little or no understanding of  

English. | Visitors to Japan all want to see Mount Fuji. Usually plural. holiday-

maker BrE vacationer AmEsomeone who is on holiday somewhere:The beach  

was packed with holiday-makers. | 75 percent of car rentals are to  

vacationers. Usually plural. sightseera tourist who is visiting a famous or interesting  

place:Crowds of sightseers come to London every year. Usually  

plural. backpackersomeone who is travelling for pleasure, staying in cheap 

accommodation, and carrying a backpack:The hotel is very good value and it is used 

mainly by backpackers. Usually plural.  

towel /ˈtaʊəl/ noun  a piece of cloth that you use for drying your body or for 

drying things such as dishesADJECTIVESa clean/fresh towel There are clean towels in 
the bathroom.a wet/damp towel I wish you wouldn’t throw your wet towel on the 

bathroom floor.a dry towel Let me get you a dry towel.a soft/fluffy towel His 
mother dried him with a soft white towel.a thick towel The hotel bedroom was 
supplied with thick white towels.VERBSdry sth with a towel Hal came in, drying his 

face with a towel.wipe/dry sth on a towel He wiped his hands on a towel.rub sth 
with a towel She washed her hair and rubbed it with a towel.wrap sb/yourself in a 
towel Flora got out of the bath and wrapped herself in a towel.hang/drape a towel 

around/over sth He draped the towel around his shoulders.NOUNS + towela bath 
towel (=a large towel to dry your body after a bath or shower) She was wearing 
nothing but a bath towel.a beach towel (=a large towel for the beach) He was lying in 

the sun on a beach towel.a hand towel (=a small towel for drying your hands) She put 
a clean hand towel next to the washbasin.a tea towel BrE a dish towel AmE (=for 
drying dishes, plates etc) She handed me a tea towel and said: “I’ll wash up, if you 
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dry.”towel + NOUNSa towel rail/rack (=a bar or frame for hanging towels on) There 

should be a clean towel on the towel rail. 

tower /ˈtaʊə $ -ər/ noun  a tall narrow building, part of a building, or 

structureADJECTIVESa tall/high tower The church has a tall tower.a 

great/huge/massive tower He looked up at the great tower soaring above him.a 
90-foot-high/40-metre-high etc tower There are wonderful views from the 90-foot 
high tower of Orford Castle.a square/round etc tower The castle’s most impressive 

feature is a large round tower.the north/south/east/west tower The west 
tower was added in 1526.a central tower The cathedral has a large central 
tower.VERBSclimb (up) a tower Visitors can climb the tower to enjoy the views.build 

a tower He built a massive tower on each side of the river.a tower stands 
somewhere The new tower will stand near the city’s main park.NOUNS + towera 
church tower Peter saw a church tower in the distance.a clock/bell tower The bell 

tower of Pavia cathedral collapsed in 1989.a control tower (=at an airport, from which 
people direct aircraft) The pilot spoke to the control tower and said he wanted to land 
as soon as possible.an observation tower (=built so that you can look out over an 

area, for example at a prison) Armed guards are in the observation towers.an office 
tower AmE The city is full of office towers.PHRASESthe top of the tower She had 

climbed the 79 steps to the top of the tower. 

town /taʊn/ noun  a large area with houses, shops, offices etc where people live 

and work, that is smaller than a city and larger than a villageADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ towna big/large/major town The nearest big town is 20 miles away.a small/little 

town He was born in Cottonwood, a small town in Idaho County.a busy/bustling 
town The town was busy even in November.a quiet town Cannigione is a quiet little 
town with a few shops, restaurants, and cafés.a sleepy town (=very quiet, with not 

much happening) Johnson grew up in the sleepy retirement town of Asheville.a ghost 
town (=one that used to have a lot of people living and working there but now has 
very few) The town is in danger of becoming a ghost town if local businesses and 

factories close.sb’s home town/hometown (=the town where someone was born) He 
was buried in his home town of Keene.a historic/ancient town Visitors can go on a 
tour of this historic town.an industrial town Thousands moved to the new industrial 

towns to work in the mills.a coastal town The company is based in the English coastal 
town of Workington.a seaside town (=one on the coast, especially one where people 

go for holidays) Many young people look for seasonal work in seaside towns.a 
provincial town (=one that is not near the capital) His family moved to the provincial 
town of San Miguel.a market town (=a town in Britain where there is a regular 

outdoor market) The pretty market town of Ashbourne is only nine miles away.a 
university town You will have a chance to visit the ancient university town of St 
Andrew’s.a border town He was attacked in his home in the Irish border town of 

Dundalk.a new town (=one of several towns built in Britain since 1946) The design of 
Milton Keynes and other new towns proved unpopular.town + NOUNSthe town 
centre BrE the town center AmE The hotel was right in the town center.town 

planning/planner The approach to town planning changed in the 1950s. | Britain’s 
architects and town planners have helped to make the town what it is 
today.PREPOSITIONSthe town of sth (=used when saying the name of a 

town) The Swiss town of Montreux hosts an international jazz festival every year.in 
town (=visiting a town or city) You must come and stay with us when you’re next in 
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town.out-of-town (=outside the centre of a town) They are planning to build a huge 

out-of-town development with shops and apartments.PHRASESthe outskirts of a 
town (=the part near the edge) It was six o’clock when she reached the outskirts of 

the town.towns and cities/towns and villages In towns and cities across Britain, 
there has been an increase in the number of homeless people. | There are several 
pretty towns and villages which hold open-air markets. 

. toxic /ˈtɒksɪk $ ˈtɑːk-/ adjective  THESAURUS > poisonous 

toy /tɔɪ/ noun  an object for children to play withADJECTIVES/NOUNS + toya little 

toy Aunt Maria used to bring us sweets and little toys.a child’s toy The carved wooden 
figure could be a child’s toy.plastic/wooden toys Brightly coloured plastic toys were 

scattered over the carpet.a stuffed toy also a soft/cuddly toy BrE (=one that looks 
like an animal, made of cloth and filled with soft material) Her bed is covered with 
stuffed toys.an executive toy (=one for an adult to play with in an office) The phone 

is not just an executive toy, it’s actually very useful.VERBSplay with a toy The children 
were playing with toys on the floor.share your toys She didn’t want 
to share her toys with her sister.toy + NOUNSa toy car/gun/telephone etc (=one 

that is a toy) The little boy was pushing a toy car along the table.a toy 
box/chest/cupboard (=where toys are kept) Put everything back in the toy box. 

trace AC /treɪs/ noun  a small sign that shows someone or something was there, 

or a small amount of somethingADJECTIVESa faint/slight trace (=very small) There 
were faint traces of blood on the floor. | She spoke good English with only a slight trace 
of an accent.the last trace(s) of sth The last trace of cloud had disappeared from the 

sky.all trace(s) of sth Make sure that your skin is free of all traces of make-up.no 
trace/not a trace of sth There was not a trace of cancer in his body.VERBScontain a 
trace of sth The water contains traces of metal.leave a trace The murderer had been 

careful to leave no traces.show/bear traces of sth The walls of the buildings show 
traces of battle. | Some of the statues bore traces of their original white paint.find a 
trace The police had found no trace of him.detect a trace of sth (=notice something 

by looking carefully) Kelly thought she detected a trace of bitterness in his 
voice.remove traces Wash fruit and vegetables thoroughly to remove all traces of 
soil.obliterate/erase traces (=destroy them completely) These changes 

have obliterated most traces of the ancient landscape.traces remain Very 
few traces of the gardens remain.PHRASESdisappear/vanish/sink without (a) 
trace (=disappear completely, in a mysterious way) In 1941, the aircraft she was 

flying disappeared without trace. 

track /træk/ noun  1. a narrow path or road, especially one with a rough 

surfaceADJECTIVESa narrow/wide track He turned down a narrow track that led to 

the ocean.a steep track The house was up a steep track.a winding track (=with 
many curves) We followed winding country tracks.a rough/bumpy track The car 
bumped along the rough track.a muddy/dusty/grassy/stony track The farm lay at 

the end of a muddy track.a rutted track (=with deep marks in it made by 
wheels) They struggled on their bikes up a rutted farm track.NOUNS + tracka dirt 
track There was a dirt track leading off into the hills.a forest/mountain track I came 

across a deer on a forest track.a farm track She left the road and took a farm 
track across a field.a sheep/deer track The green hill was covered with a network 
of sheep tracks.VERBStake a track (=start going along a track) After 300 

yards, take the track on the left.follow a track Follow the track back to the car park.a 
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track leads somewhere I began walking along the track leading towards the 

village.PREPOSITIONSalong a track He strode along the track.down/up a track A car 

was coming up the track towards the farm.THESAURUS: track→ road2. tracks 

are marks left on the ground by a moving person, animal, or vehicleADJECTIVESfresh 
tracks (=made a short time ago) Each morning there were fresh fox tracks around the 
hen huts.deep tracks There were deep tracks, evidently made by a tractor.clear 

tracks Their feet left clear tracks in the grass.NOUNS + tracktyre tracks BrE tire 
tracks AmE There were two sets of tyre tracks.car tracks The police are studying car 
tracks found in the mud.animal tracks He knew how to identify animal 

tracks.VERBSleave/make tracks Several animals had left tracks in the 
snow. | What made these tracks?find tracks We found fresh coyote tracks.follow 
tracks We followed the tracks of a deer to the river 

trade /treɪd/ noun  the activity of buying or selling goods or 

servicesADJECTIVES/NOUNS + tradeinternational/foreign trade International trade is 
essential for long-term economic growth.global/world trade We want the poorer 

nations to benefit from increased global trade.free trade (=taking place without strict 
rules or other controls) The government remains committed to the principle of free 
trade.the arms/drugs/slave/sex trade The police have difficulty controlling the 

country’s drugs trade. | Britain cannot deny its involvement in the arms trade.the 
tourist trade The wildlife and scenery have helped to make the tourist trade Alaska’s 
second industry.the retail trade (=businesses which sell goods in shops to 

customers) Thousands of people work in the retail 
trade.VERBSencourage/stimulate/promote trade The agreement will help 
to encourage international trade.boost trade (=make it increase a lot) The trip has 

been organized in order to boost trade with China.restrict trade There is a risk that 
new regulations could restrict trade.control/regulate trade One of the department’s 
jobs is to regulate trade between the two countries.trade + NOUNStrade 

barriers also barriers to trade formal (=things that make trade between two 
countries more difficult or expensive, such as taxes on imports) The removal of trade 

barriers will help our trading partnership.a trade agreement/deal/pact In April, a 
new trade agreement between Romania and the US was signed.a trade embargo (=an 
official order to stop trade with another country) Delegates urged the US government to 

lift its trade embargo against Cuba.trade talks/negotiations A further round of trade 
talks begins this week in Geneva.a trade deficit (=the amount by which the total 
goods one country sells to others is less than the amount it buys from them) The 

foreign trade deficit grew by 42% compared with the previous year.a trade 
surplus (=the amount by which the total goods one country sells to others is more 
than the amount it buys from them) China has a huge trade surplus with the US.a 

trade fair (=an event at which companies advertise their services or goods to possible 
customers and partners) The hall is used for trade fairs.a trade dispute The two 
leaders are anxious to avoid a trade dispute between their 

countries.PREPOSITIONStrade in sth Trade in ivory has been banned since 1990.trade 
between sb and sb Trade between China and Africa amounted to 39.7 billion 
dollars.trade with sb There has been a big increase in trade 

with India.THESAURUS: trade→ business (1)  

tradition /trəˈdɪʃən/ noun  a custom, belief, or story that has existed for a very 

long timeADJECTIVES/NOUNS + traditionan old/ancient tradition The ceremony is 
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part of an ancient tradition.a local tradition The villagers are all keen to preserve local 

traditions.a long tradition/long-standing tradition Britain has a long tradition of 
accepting political refugees.an age-old tradition (=one that has existed for a long 

time and still continues now) In most African countries, open-air markets are an age-
old tradition.a proud tradition Liverpool has a proud tradition of producing talented 
comedians.a strong tradition There is a strong tradition of sport at the school.a 

family tradition According to family tradition, he must sing at his own wedding.a 
cultural/religious tradition The country has cultural traditions that date back many 
generations.American/British/southern etc tradition The festival is a part 

of Scottish tradition which is worth preserving.VERBSfollow a tradition (=do what has 
been done before) He followed the family tradition and became a 
doctor.maintain/carry on/continue/uphold a tradition (=make it continue in the 

same way as before) We maintain a tradition of cheese-making which dates back for 
hundreds of years.break with tradition (=not follow a tradition) They decided 
to break with tradition and have fish instead of turkey for Christmas lunch.establish a 

tradition They are continuing a tradition which was established over a hundred years 
ago.be steeped in tradition (=have many traditions and a long history) Glastonbury 
is a town which is steeped in tradition.tradition dictates sth (=says that something 

must be done in a particular way) As tradition dictates, she went to live with her 
husband’s family after she got married.a tradition goes back/dates back to 
sth The tradition goes back to the tenth century.PREPOSITIONSby 

tradition also according to tradition By tradition, it’s the bride’s parents who pay for 
the wedding.a tradition of (doing) sth It’s a religious group with a tradition 
of silence.PHRASESin keeping with tradition (=as part of a tradition) In keeping with 

tradition, everyone wore black.keep a tradition alive (=make it continue) The family 
has played a large part in keeping this tradition alive.in time-honoured 
tradition BrE in time-honored tradition AmE (=based on a tradition that has existed 

for a very long time) In time-honoured tradition, they have a drink in every pub along 
the high street. 

traditional AC /trəˈdɪʃənəl/ adjective  existing or done in a way that has been 

used and accepted for a long timeNOUNSa traditional method/way/approach She 
believes in traditional teaching methods.traditional values (=ideas about morality) He 
called for a return to traditional values.traditional beliefs Traditional beliefs can be 

difficult to change.a traditional form of sth Traditional forms of industry have been 
replaced by high-technology jobs.a traditional style The houses were built in 
a traditional style.the traditional view The traditional view is that young children are 

best cared for by their mothers.sb’s traditional role The government promoted 
women’s traditional role as wives and mothers.traditional 
cooking/cuisine/dishes She prepared traditional Peruvian dishes for her 

family.traditional music/song The festival presents traditional music from around the 
world.traditional culture They want to preserve the island’s traditional 
culture.traditional medicine This plant is used in Chinese traditional medicine. 

traffic /ˈtræfɪk/ noun  the vehicles moving along a road or 

streetADJECTIVES/NOUNS + trafficheavy traffic (=a lot of cars on the road) We got 
stuck in heavy traffic near the airport.light traffic (=not many cars on the 

road) The traffic is fairly light at this time of day.bad/terrible 
traffic The traffic was terrible this morning.slow/slow-moving 
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traffic Traffic’s very slow going out of New York.stationary traffic (=traffic that is not 

moving) The truck ploughed into a line of stationary traffic on the motorway.rush-hour 
traffic I left early to try to miss the rush-hour traffic.local traffic There is quite a lot 

of local traffic.motorway traffic BrE freeway traffic AmE As motorway 
traffic worsens, commuters may have to find other ways of getting to and from 
work.oncoming traffic (=traffic coming towards you) The driver, too busy 

watching oncoming traffic, doesn’t notice the pedestrian ahead.VERBSbe 
stuck/caught/held up in traffic Sorry I’m late – I was stuck in traffic.avoid/miss 
the traffic (=avoid driving when there are a lot of vehicles) I left early, hoping to miss 

the traffic.cut/reduce traffic The congestion charge did cut traffic in central 
London.increase traffic New housing will increase traffic in the area.traffic 
moves/flows At last the traffic was moving again.traffic is diverted (=made to go in 

another direction) Traffic was diverted onto the A166 as emergency services cleared the 
wreckage.direct traffic (=show vehicles where to go) Police were on duty directing 
traffic.disrupt traffic (=stop it from moving freely) The roadworks are likely to disrupt 

traffic.traffic + NOUNSa traffic jam (=a line of cars that have stopped, or are moving 
very slowly) She spent two hours sitting in a traffic jam.traffic congestion (=when the 
roads are full of traffic) There have been efforts to cut traffic congestion in Britain’s 

cities.traffic problems A new road won’t solve the city’s traffic problems.traffic 
delays/disruption The accident caused serious traffic delays.traffic flow (=the 
steady movement of traffic) The road widening should help to improve traffic flow.a 

traffic accident formal He’s been involved in a traffic accident.the traffic 
police (=police dealing with traffic problems and illegal driving) The teenagers got 
stopped by the local traffic police.traffic noise You get a lot of traffic noise living 

here.traffic fumes Traffic fumes are the biggest cause of air pollution in most 
cities.traffic calming (=things that are done to make people drive more slowly) We 
plan to extend traffic calming measures in residential streets.PHRASESthe volume of 

traffic The new ring road will reduce the volume of traffic through the village.a stream 
of traffic (=a long continuous series of cars, trucks etc) There was a constant stream 
of traffic.the roar/rumble/hum of traffic The only noise was the distant rumble of 

traffic. 

traffic jam /ˈtræfɪk dʒæm/ noun  a long line of vehicles on a road that cannot 

move or can only move very slowlyADJECTIVESa huge/massive traffic jam There was 

a huge traffic jam on the main road.a long traffic jam Long traffic jams built up.a 5-
mile/20-mile etc traffic jam The road was closed, leading to a 25-mile traffic 
jam.VERBSbe/get stuck in a traffic jam They were stuck in a traffic jam for an 

hour.cause a traffic jam The accident caused a huge traffic jam.sit in a traffic jam I 
hate sitting in traffic jams. 

tragedy /ˈtrædʒədi, ˈtrædʒɪdi/ noun  a very sad event that involves a lot of 

sufferingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + tragedya terrible/great tragedy His death is a terrible 
tragedy for his family.an awful/appalling tragedy (=very unpleasant and 
shocking) This is an appalling tragedy which will affect us for the rest of our lives.a 

personal tragedy (=affecting a particular person) He suffered a great personal 
tragedy two years ago when his son died suddenly.a human/humanitarian 
tragedy (=affecting large numbers of people) The UN wants to see an end to the 

conflict and the human tragedy involved.the real tragedy The real tragedy is that his 
death could have been avoided.a family tragedy The boy’s operation was a success 
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and a family tragedy was avoided.tragedy + VERBSa tragedy happens/occurs/takes 

place The tragedy happened shortly before 5 p.m. on Saturday.a tragedy 
unfolds (=the events of the tragedy happen) People watching the news reports were 

horrified at the tragedy that was unfolding.tragedy befalls sb formal (=it happens to 
them) There was no indication of the tragedy that was about to befall the family.VERBS 

+ tragedyavert/avoid a tragedy (=prevent it from happening) The owners could have 

done something to avert this tragedy.suffer a tragedy People in the earthquake zone 
have suffered an appalling tragedy.be affected/touched by tragedy The disease is 
very common in the region and most people’s lives have been affected by tragedy as a 

result.be dogged by tragedy (=suffer several tragedies) His early life was dogged by 
tragedy.cope/deal with tragedy We are grateful for the support of friends as we try 
to cope with this tragedy.end in tragedy The fishing trip ended in tragedy for the four 

men after their boat overturned.PREPOSITIONSa tragedy for sb/sth It will be 
a tragedy for the town if the factory closes. 

tragic /ˈtrædʒɪk/ adjective  THESAURUS > sad (2) 

train /treɪn/ noun  a set of carriages pulled along a railway line by an 

engineADJECTIVES/NOUNS + trainan express train (=one that does not stop at many 
places) There are express trains to the airport every 20 minutes.a slow train also a 
stopping train BrE (=one that stops at a lot of places) We got on the stopping train by 

mistake and it took hours to get home.a direct train (=one that goes somewhere 
directly, so you do not have to change trains) There’s no direct train to Berlin – you’ll 
have to change at Hamburg.an earlier/later train Can’t you get an earlier train?the 

first/last train They missed the last train home and had to stay in a hotel. | The first 
train leaves at 5.30 a.m.the 2 o’clock/5.23 etc train You could get the 3.21 train to 
Brighton.the overnight train (=that travels through the night) Edward had arrived on 

the overnight train and was very tired.a passenger train (=for transporting people, 
not goods) The tunnel is for passenger trains.a freight train also a goods 
train BrE (=for transporting goods, not people) The freight train was carrying 

hazardous chemicals.a commuter train (=that people going to work use) The crash 
involved two crowded commuter trains.a subway train (=one that goes under the 
ground in a city) The subway trains run all night.a tube/underground train (=one 

that goes under London) Tube trains get very hot in the summer.a steam 
train (=powered using steam) Railway enthusiasts have the opportunity to take a 

nostalgic trip on a steam train.VERBS + traingo by train The quickest way is to go by 
train.take/get/catch a train I took the first train home.get on a train also board a 
train formal At the next station, a few more passengers boarded the train.get off a 

train She got off the train in Paris.change trains (=get off one train and onto 
another) You’ll have to change trains in Paris.wait for a train Sarah spent half an 
hour waiting for a train.miss a train (=be too late to get on it) I just missed the 

last train.train + VERBStrains run (=take people from one place to another at fixed 
times) Trains run from Victoria station every few minutes.a train arrives The train 
arrived on time.a train leaves also a train departs formal This train will depart in five 

minutes.a train pulls into/out of a station (=arrives at a station or leaves a 
station) The train pulled into the station and I got off.a train terminates 
somewhere (=ends its journey there) All trains will terminate in Oxford.a train 

derails/is derailed (=comes off the rails) Most of the passengers escaped injury when 
their train was derailed.train + NOUNSa train journey BrE a train trip AmE They were 
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not looking forward to the long train journey.a train ticket/fare How much is the train 

fare to Derby?a train driver The train driver apologized for the late departure.a train 
crash also a train wreck AmE Ten people were killed in the train crash.a train 

station I’ll meet you at the train station.a train timetable BrE a train 
schedule AmE According to the train timetable, the next train is due in five minutes.a 
train set (=a toy train with railway tracks) A little boy was playing with his train 

set.PREPOSITIONSa train to/for sth Is this the train for Birmingham?a train from 
sth Betty arrived on the train from Boston.on a train He called me to say he 
was on the train.by train We decided to go by train.Don’t say go by the train or travel 

by the train. Say go by train or travel by train.PHRASESa train is due (=it is expected 
to arrive) The next train is due in 11 minutes. 

training /ˈtreɪnɪŋ/ noun  the process of teaching or being taught the skills for a 

particular job or activityADJECTIVES/NOUNS + trainingspecial/specialist training Oil 

workers receive special training in safety procedures.formal training (=you study 
something at a college, rather than just learning as you do it) She had no formal 
training in art.basic training The new police officers have 12 weeks of basic 

training.on-the-job training (=while doing a job rather than in a classroom) On-the-
job training was seen as more important than formal education.in-service 

training (=while working for an employer) Most employees take advantage of our in-
service training programme.intensive training (=doing a lot of work in a short 
time) You get a week of intensive training before going on your first placement.staff 

training Not enough priority is given to staff training.teacher training Applications 
for teacher training have increased by nearly 50%.management training Her 
company provides management training to some of the UK’s top 

organizations.vocational training (=teaching students how to do a job) The college 
provides vocational training for nurses and hospital technicians.professional 
training He doesn’t have any professional training.VERBSgive sb/provide 

training Employees should also be given adequate training in fire safety 
precautions.get/receive/have training I don’t think we get enough training at 
work. | A small group will receive first aid training, and will then train others.undergo 

training (=be given training) Hundreds of Nigerian soldiers are undergoing training at 
the academy.do/carry out training (=teach someone how to do something) Someone 
from the HR department will be doing the training.need/require training The team 

will need extra software training.lack training Most of the 
workers lacked the training to use this equipment.training + NOUNSa training 
course also a training programme BrE a training program AmE Staff will be sent 

on a training course on using the new system.a training scheme The company has 
over 50 young people on its training schemes.a training session Make sure you 
attend the computer training sessions.a training manual She has written a training 

manual for social workers.a training centre BrE a training center AmE She runs 
a training centre for young people leaving prison.training 
aids/materials/resources The DVD is a useful training aid.PREPOSITIONStraining 

for sth She received five years’ training for a career as a minister of religion.training 
in sth He had no formal training in interior design. 

tranquil /ˈtræŋkwəl/ adjective  THESAURUS > quiet (3) 

transaction /trænˈzækʃən/ noun formal  an action that involves buying, selling, 

or exchanging somethingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + transactiona financial 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [2264] 

transaction Buying a house is the biggest financial transaction of most people’s lives.a 

business/commercial transaction Some builders do not keep proper records of 
their business transactions.an online transaction (=done over the internet) People 

fear that online transactions are not secure.a fraudulent/illegal transaction This 
technology will make it easier for credit card companies to spot fraudulent 
transactions.a credit card/cash transaction (=using a particular method of 

payment) We add a 3% charge to credit card transactions.a 
share/currency/property transaction (=selling or buying a particular 
thing) Investors have to pay tax on share transactions.a large transaction (=one 

involving a lot of money) These large cash transactions looked 
suspicious.VERBSmake/do/carry out a transaction also conduct a 
transaction formal It is easy for customers to carry out transactions on the 

website.enter into a transaction He should have taken legal advice before entering 
into the transaction.complete a transaction The passenger took nearly ten minutes 
to complete his simple transaction.cancel a transaction You have the right 

to cancel the transaction up to three days after signing the 
agreement.handle/process a transaction The software is used 
to handle financial transactions. 

transcribe /trænˈskraɪb/ verb  THESAURUS > write (1) 

transform AC /trænsˈfɔːm $ -ˈfɔːrm/ verb  to completely change the appearance, 

form, or character of somethingADVERBScompletely/totally transform sth The city 
has been totally transformed and there are a lot of modern office 

buildings.radically/fundamentally transform sth Our aim is to radically 
transform the education system.rapidly transform sth Computers are rapidly 
transforming the world as we know it.successfully transform sth The teachers 

have successfully transformed this school into a high-achieving 
institution.gradually/slowly transform sth The old industrial part of town 
is gradually being transformed into an attractive residential 

area.magically/miraculously transform sth (=in a sudden and impressive 
way) Rain magically transforms the desert into a green paradise.effectively 
transform sth (=used for saying what the effect is) The General took 

control, effectively transforming a democracy into a 
dictatorship.PREPOSITIONStransform sth into sth She has transformed the 

company into a thriving modern business.transform sth from sth to/into 
sth He transformed these young people from unknown theatre 
actors into stars.PHRASEShelp (to) transform sth He promised to help transform the 

company into an internationally famous brand.the power/ability to transform sth A 

book can have the power to transform someone’s life.THESAURUS: 

transform→ change1 (2)  

transformation AC /ˌtrænsfəˈmeɪʃən $ -fər-/ noun  a complete change in 

somethingADJECTIVESa complete/total transformation He had plastic surgery and 

underwent a complete transformation.a great/major transformation We’ve seen 
a major transformation in the appearance of the town centre.a 
radical/fundamental/profound transformation There has been a radical 

transformation of the country’s political system.a rapid transformation He called for 
a rapid transformation to a market economy.a dramatic transformation (=having a 
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very strong effect) A change of wallpaper can bring about a dramatic transformation in 

a room.a miraculous transformation (=sudden and very impressive) The billionaire 
chairman has achieved a miraculous transformation in the club.a remarkable 

transformation (=very great) There has been a remarkable transformation in him 
since he started his new job.a political/economic etc transformation He is the 
leader who brought about the political transformation of the country.social/cultural 

transformation This period was one of profound social transformation in 
Europe.VERBSundergo a transformation also go through a transformation She 
seems to have undergone a complete transformation since she went to 

university.result in a transformation also lead to a transformation The 
award resulted in the transformation of her life.bring about a transformation A small 
sum of money could bring about a complete transformation of the park.achieve a 

transformation He has achieved a complete transformation of the 
business.involve/require a transformation Meeting these targets 
would involve a transformation of the way the school is run.see/witness a 

transformation We are currently witnessing a dramatic transformation in the way we 
communicate.a transformation takes place also a transformation 
occurs/happens The next time I visited the house, a 

complete transformation had taken place.PREPOSITIONSa transformation from sth 
into/to sth We’ve seen her transformation from shy little girl to confident woman.a 
transformation in sth What brought about this transformation in his 

performance?THESAURUS: transformation→ change2 

transient /ˈtrænziənt $ ˈtrænʃənt/ adjective  THESAURUS > temporary 

transition AC /trænˈzɪʃən,-ˈsɪ-/ noun  when something changes from one form 

or state to anotherADJECTIVESa gradual transition These experiences are part of 
the gradual transition from childhood to adulthood.a successful transition Will the 
country be able to make a successful transition to democratic government?a 

smooth/orderly transition (=happening without any problems) The country 
managed a fairly smooth transition to independence.a peaceful transition We all want 
to see a peaceful transition to democracy.a seamless transition (=done so well that 

people do not notice the change) Managers did not expect a completely seamless 
transition to the new IT system.a difficult/painful transition Her son was making 
the difficult transition from junior school to senior school.VERBSmake a transition The 

biggest problem will be making the transition from one system to the other.undergo a 
transition European society was undergoing a major transition during that 
period.mark a transition (=be a sign that it is happening) The death of the 

leader marked the country’s transition into a modern nation.ensure a transition We 
want to ensure a smooth transition to the child’s new school.manage a 
transition She managed the restaurant’s transition into a profitable business.ease a 

transition (=make it happen without problems) Someone leaving hospital after a long 
stay may need help to ease the transition.a transition occurs also a transition takes 
place We cannot expect that a rapid transition to democracy will take place.transition + 

NOUNSa transition period also a period of transition The major industrial nations 
are in a transition period.a transition process also a process of transition He will 

deal with any problems that might arise during the transition process.transition 
arrangements Following an election, sensible transition arrangements have to be put 
in place.a transition team AmE (=a group of politicians who will form a new 
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government) The president will announce his transition team tomorrow.PREPOSITIONSa 

transition from sth to sth That year was the beginning of France’s transition from a 
monarchy to a republic.a transition to sth We want to help her make the transition 

to independent living.a transition into sth These developments marked 
Europe’s transition into the industrial age.a transition between sth and 
sth The transition between childhood and adulthood is often a difficult time.in 

transition (=in the process of changing from one form or state to another) The 
committee is in transition, with new officials elected but not yet in place. 

translate /trænsˈleɪt, trænz-/ verb  to change written or spoken words into 

another languagePHRASESbe difficult/hard to translate The German word 

Gemütlichkeit is difficult to translate into English. It means something like ‘a friendly 
atmosphere’.PREPOSITIONStranslate sth into English/Chinese etc Can 
you translate this into French?translate sth from English/Chinese etc The book had 

been translated from Italian.ADVERBStranslate well (=translate in a way that sounds 

good in another language ) Poetry doesn’t usually translate well.THESAURUS: 

translateinterpretto change what someone is saying into another language, as they  

are speaking:No one in our group spoke Spanish, so we had to ask the guide 

to interpret for us.put sth into English/French/Japanese etc BrEto translate  

something into another language, especially a few words or a short piece of  

writing:I’ve written a message for Fabio. Could you put it into Italian for me? 

translation /trænsˈleɪʃən, trænz-/ noun  the act of translating something, or 

something that has been translatedADJECTIVESan accurate/exact translation The 
most accurate translation of the word would be ‘master’.a rough/free/loose 

translation (=one that is not very exact) It’s a rough translation, but I think the 
meaning is clear.a literal translation (=one in which each word is translated 
exactly) A literal translation of the phrase would be ‘What age have you?’an 

English/Japanese etc translation He wrote the first English translation of this 
famous Greek text.NOUNS + translationmachine translation (=done automatically, 
using a computer program) Machine translation is not always very reliable and 

produces some interesting mistakes.VERBSdo/make/produce a translation Students 
are asked to do a translation of a poem.translation + NOUNStranslation work He does 
some translation work in his spare time.translation problems First, we read the text 

and identify possible translation problems.a translation service Unfortunately, the 
company does not offer a translation service.the translation process Some of the 
more subtle meanings can get lost in the translation process.PREPOSITIONSa 

translation of sth She is working on a new translation of the Bible.a translation 
from sth The phrase is a translation from Arabic.a translation into sth The first 
paper in the exam is a translation into French.PHRASESbe/get lost in 

translation (=losing its meaning or effect after being translated) Jokes are often lost 
in translation.read sth in translation (=not in the original language) I have only read 
her poems in translation. 

transparent /trænˈspærənt, -ˈspeər- $ -ˈspær-, -ˈsper-/ adjective  THESAURUS 

> clear1 (4) 

transplant /ˈtrænsplɑːnt $ -plænt/ noun  a medical operation in which someone 

is given an organ from another person’s body, or the organ that is movedNOUNS 
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+ transplantan organ transplant 480 people in the state are currently waiting 

for organ transplants.a heart/kidney/liver etc transplant She was told only a heart 
transplant would save her husband’s life.a double transplant (=involving two 

organs) She is only the ninth child in the world to survive the double transplant.a 
successful transplant It was the country’s first successful bone 
marrow transplant.VERBSperform/carry out a transplant In 1967, Dr Christiaan 

Barnard performed the first heart transplant.have/undergo a transplant He will die 
unless he has a liver transplant soon.receive a transplant She received a 
kidney transplant in 2005.need a transplant She was born with a serious heart 

condition and needs a transplant.be waiting for a transplant also be awaiting a 
transplant formal Last year more than 400 people died while waiting 
for a transplant.sb’s body rejects a transplant (=fights it biologically) The patient’s 

body may reject the transplant.transplant + NOUNSa transplant 
operation also transplant surgery He is too weak to undergo a transplant 
operation.a transplant patient/recipient He is the longest-surviving lung transplant 

patient in Britain.a transplant surgeon He is a leading kidney transplant 
surgeon.PREPOSITIONSa transplant from sb She needs a bone marrow transplant 

from someone who is a perfect match. The person from whose body the organ is taken  

is called a donor or an organ donor.  

transport AC /ˈtrænspɔːt $ -ɔːrt/ noun  especially BrE a system or method for 

carrying passengers or goods from one place to anotherADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ transportroad transport Buses are the safest form of road transport in this 
country.rail transport Freight delivery costs could be reduced by using rail 

transport.air transport The air transport industry is going through a period of 
change.public transport (=buses, trains etc that are available for everyone to 
use) We recommend that you travel by public transport.private transport (=a vehicle 

that you own and drive) Most people in this country have access to private 
transport.local transport Local transport is poor here, so you really need a 
car.passenger/freight transport Aircraft now provide over 90% of 

international passenger transport.motorized transport For around a decade, horse-
drawn carriages existed on our roads alongside motorized transport.transport + NOUNSa 
transport system We need a better public transport system.transport costs A 

business needs to keep transport costs low.transport links The region has 
good transport links to the capital.transport policy We would like to see a more 
environmentally responsible transport policy.transport infrastructure (=roads, 

railways etc) The existing transport infrastructure cannot cope with population 
growth.transport users Severe weather is causing problems for transport 
users around the country.a transport company/operator/provider An increase in 

the number of transport operators has not brought improvements to the service.a 
transport hub (=an airport, railway station etc that connects many transport 
routes) We aim to transform the city into a major European transport 

hub.VERBSarrange/organize transport Her company organizes transport for major 
sporting events.provide transport We will provide transport to and from the 
hotel.PREPOSITIONStransport to a place Bus transport to the train station is 

available.transport from a place Will transport be provided from the airport?without 
transport The car was being repaired, leaving us without transport.PHRASESa 
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means/mode/form of transport Horses and carts were the only means of 

transport.have your own transport (=have a car or have access to one) The 
supermarket offers a bus service for customers who do not have their own 

transport. In American English, the usual word is transportation.  

transportation /ˌtrænspɔːˈteɪʃən $ -spər-/ noun  the activity of taking people 

or things from one place to another, or ways of doing thistransportation + NOUNSa 

transportation system/network The country now has an efficient transportation 
system.transportation links The city has good transportation links.transportation 
costs Because of the distances involved, transportation costs are 

high.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + transportationpublic transportation The number of 
commuters using public transportation has increased to 29.6 percent.air/rail/road 
transportation We can make air transportation safer.PHRASESa means/mode/form 

of transportation Horses and boats were the main means of 

transportation. Transportation is more common in American English. In British  

English, people usually say transport.  

trap /træp/ noun  1. something that catches or tricks someone 

unexpectedlyVERBSset/lay a trap She set a trap for him and he fell straight into it.fall 

into/walk into a trap You walked into his trap when you agreed to go.lead/lure sb 
into a trap (=encourage someone to go into a trap) The rebels had lured the 
soldiers into a trap.catch sb in a trap They were caught in a trap and it seemed like 

there was no way out.avoid a trap You can avoid these traps by following our 
advice.escape (from) a trap They need proper training to help them escape the 
poverty trap.spring a trap (=catch someone in a way you have planned) He’s getting 

ready to spring a trap.ADJECTIVESan obvious trap I didn’t answer this question as it 
was an obvious trap.2. a piece of equipment or hole in the ground for catching 
animalsVERBSset/lay a trap My father taught me how to hunt and set traps.put traps 

down We had a problem with mice so we put traps down.be caught in a trap The fox 
got caught in a trap, but luckily we managed to save it.bait a trap (=put food etc into 
it to attract an animal) He had baited the trap with a piece of meat.spring a 

trap (=make a trap work and be caught) The deer is caught in a net when 
it springs the trap.check a trap Traps should be checked every 24 hours.NOUNS 

+ trapan animal trap She fell into an animal trap with spikes at the bottom 

trash /træʃ/ noun AmE  things that you throw awayVERBStake out the 

trash (=take it outside the house to be collected) She asked her son to take out the 
trash.throw/put/dump sth in the trash (=throw it away) He tore the letter up 

and threw it in the trash.pick up the trash The playground was dirty because 
nobody picked up the trash.trash + NOUNSa trash can (=a container for putting trash 
in) He carried the bag outside and dumped it in the trash can.trash 

collection/removal Trash collection in the city has improved.PREPOSITIONSin the 
trash (=in a container for trash) She claims to have found the money in the 

trash. Trash is used in American English. British speakers say rubbish.  

travel1 /ˈtrævəl/ verb  to go to a place, especially one that is far 

awayADVERBSoften/frequently travel She frequently travels to Europe on 
business.travel abroad My dad sometimes has to travel abroad for his job.travel 
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everywhere Ashley travels everywhere by bicycle.travel widely/extensively (=to 

many places) David had travelled extensively throughout Europe.travel light (=not 
take many things with you) I usually try to travel light, so that there is less to 

carry.travel alone/on your own/independently It is not safe for women to travel 
alone.PREPOSITIONStravel by train/car/air etc Emily hated travelling by 
plane.travel to somewhere I’ve always liked the idea of travelling to exotic 

places.travel across somewhere We travelled by train across Eastern Europe.travel 
with sb They are travelling with their two children.PHRASESgo travelling BrE go 
traveling AmE He plans to go travelling for a year before university.travel the 

world (=go to many parts of the world) They wanted to travel the 
world together.travel the country (=go to many parts of a country) The 
band travelled the country singing in festivals and competitions.travel far and 

wide (=to many places, especially in order to find something) The chef has travelled 

far and wide to find recipes for his new book.THESAURUS: travelgoto go 

somewhere – often used instead of travel:We’re going to Greece for our holidays this  

year. | He’s gone to London on business. | It’s quicker to go by plane.commuteto  

travel to work or school:She commutes to work by bicycle.crossto travel across a very  

large area, for example a desert or ocean:They crossed the desert by camel. | The 

slaves crossed the Atlantic in the holds of the ships.tourto travel in order to visit many 

different places, especially as part of a holiday:They’re touring Europe by coach.go 

trekkingto do a long and difficult walk in a place far from towns and cities:They went  

trekking in the mountains. | She’s been trekking in Nepal a couple of times.go 

backpackingto travel to a lot of different places, carrying your clothes with you in  

your rucksack:Mark went backpacking in Australia.roam especially writtento travel or  

move around an area with no clear purpose or direction, usually for a long time:When 

he was young, he roamed from one country to another. | The tribes used 

to roam around freely, without any fixed territory.journeyto travel, especially a long 

distance. Journey sounds rather formal and is mainly used in written  

descriptions:He journeyed to Italy to meet the Pope on behalf of his  

people. | She journeyed on horseback through Palestine. | They journeyed from city to  

city.  

travel2 /ˈtrævəl/ noun  the activity of travellingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + travelair 

travel Air travel has become more popular in the last few years.rail travel The 
changes were introduced to make rail travel safer.bus/coach/car etc travel The price 
includes coach travel to and from the airport.foreign/international/overseas 

travel Her job involves a lot of foreign travel.long-distance travel Long-distance 
travel is becoming much more common these days.business travel People should 
share cars more for business travel.space travel He was interested in the history 

of space travel.travel + NOUNSthe travel industry The storms have affected the 
country’s travel industry badly.travel arrangements I’ll make all the travel 
arrangements.travel expenses/costs The company offered to pay my travel 

expenses.travel restrictions (=rules controlling who is allowed to travel) The journey 
would be difficult because of travel restrictions imposed by the government.a travel 
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ban The spread of the disease could lead to a travel ban.travel 

documents (=passport, tickets etc) Make sure you keep your travel documents in your 
hand luggage.travel insurance Will the travel insurance pay out if you miss the 

flight?a travel book/guide Bali looks so lovely in the travel books.a travel 
writer He’s an award-winning travel writer.a travel brochure (=giving details of 
available holidays) We spent the evening looking through a pile of travel brochures.a 

travel agent (=a shop or company that arranges travel for customers) We booked the 
flight through a travel agent.travel sickness (=a sick feeling caused by travel) The 
tablets can be useful for people who suffer from travel sickness.PREPOSITIONStravel to 

a place Do US citizens need a visa for travel to India?travel from a place The tickets 

are also valid for rail travel from the airport. Travel, journey, or trip?Don’t  

confuse travel and journey or trip. You use travel about the activity of going to  

different places: I’ve always been interested in the idea of space travel. You  

use journey or trip about one time when you go from one place to another: Did you  

have a good trip/journey? Don’t say Did you have a good travel? PHRASESa 

form/mode/method/means of travel I find the train a more comfortable mode of 

travel. 

traveller BrE traveler AmE /ˈtrævələ $ -ər/ noun  someone who is on a journey, 

or someone who travels oftenADJECTIVES/NOUNS + travellera business 

traveller Business travellers are offered special deals.air/rail/coach travellers Air 
travellers suffered long delays because of the storms.a frequent traveller She was 
a frequent traveller to Europe.a seasoned/experienced traveller This is the sort of 

information that every seasoned traveller knows.an independent traveller They 
provide maps for independent travellers wishing to explore France by car.a keen 
traveller also an inveterate traveller formal (=someone who likes travelling very 

much) He is an inveterate traveller who has spent much time in Asia.an intrepid 
traveller (=one who likes risk and adventures) Intrepid travellers can take a boat 
down the Mekong River.a solo/single traveller (=someone who is travelling 

alone) Single travellers often have to pay extra.a fellow traveller (=someone who is 
travelling on the same vehicle or boat) He got into conversation with a fellow traveller.a 
budget traveller (=someone who wants to travel cheaply) The book lists cheap simple 

accommodation which will appeal to budget travellers.a foreign traveller Foreign 
travelers contributed about $2.3 billion to the US economy.a world traveller He is a 
writer and a world traveller.a weary traveller (=one who is tired) Weary 

travellers would be given food, drink, and a bed for the night.PREPOSITIONSa traveller 
from/to a place The riches of these Indian rulers were admired by travellers from the 
West. | He was a regular business traveller to Texas. 

treacherous /ˈtretʃərəs/ adjective  THESAURUS > dangerous 

treasure /ˈtreʒə $ -ər/ noun  valuable things, especially gold, silver, and 

jewelsADJECTIVESburied treasure They were digging for buried treasure.hidden 

treasure People were drawn there by stories of hidden treasure.sunken 
treasure (=lost under the sea) The divers were looking for sunken 
treasure.VERBSfind/discover treasure You won’t find the treasure without the 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [2271] 

map.look for/search for treasure He returned to search for the treasure.treasure + 

NOUNSa treasure trove (=a group of valuable or interesting things) A treasure 
trove of fossils has been found in China.a treasure house (=a place containing lots of 

valuable things) The Hall is a treasure house of antiques.a treasure chest (=a large 
box for storing treasure) They had no idea where the treasure chest was buried.a 
treasure hunter Coins are often found by treasure hunters with metal detectors. 

treasured /ˈtreʒəd/ adjective THESAURUS > valuable (1) 

treat1 /triːt/ verb  1. to behave towards someone or something in a particular 

wayADVERBStreat sb well The majority of workers are well treated.treat sb 
badly Why did he treat me so badly?treat sb fairly/unfairly I just want to be treated 

fairly.treat sb equally All people should be treated equally, whatever their age.treat 
sb differently Should girls be treated differently from boys in school?treat sb 
harshly (=in a severe or unkind way) The guards treated the prisoners harshly.treat 

sb kindly The world had not treated him kindly.treat sb sympathetically A victim of 
crime should be treated sympathetically by the police.treat sb accordingly (=in a way 
that is suitable to them or to their situation) She is a senior officer and should 

be treated accordingly.treat sb leniently (=less severely than is possible) We were 
surprised that the judge treated him so leniently.treat sb shabbily (=very unfairly) He 
feels that the company has treated him rather shabbily.treat sb favourably BrE treat 

sb favorably AmE (=treat one person or group better than another one, in a way that 
seems unfair) Some children were treated more favourably than others.PHRASEStreat 
sb with respect/contempt/suspicion etc When you treat the kids with respect, they 

act responsibly.treat sb as a friend/an equal/an adult etc We have worked 
together for years and we treat each other as friends.treat sb like dirt informal (=very 
badly and with no respect) He’s a horrible man who treats his wife and children like 

dirt.2. to use drugs or medical care in order to deal with a medical problem that 
someone hasADVERBStreat sb/sth effectively/successfully Experts say the illness 
can be treated successfully, but has to be spotted in its early stages.treat sb/sth 

medically (=using drugs and similar methods) The patient was treated medically and 
released from hospital the following day.treat sb/sth surgically (=by cutting their 
body to deal with medical problems) There is no alternative to treating the patient 

surgically.treat sb/sth holistically (=using methods that consider the whole body, 
not just the part that has problems) These unusual conditions can be treated 

holistically.PREPOSITIONStreat sb for sth The doctors are treating him for high blood 
pressure.treat sb/sth with sth Pneumonia can usually be successfully treated 
with antibiotics.PHRASESsth is effective in treating sth The cream is effective in 

treating a wide range of skin conditions 

treat2 /triːt/ noun  something special that you do or buy for yourself or someone 

else, that gives pleasureADJECTIVES/NOUNS + treata special treat As a special 
treat he was allowed to stay up late to watch the game on TV.a real/great 

treat Going to the zoo was a real treat for the children.a little treat You can give your 
dog a biscuit as a little treat.a birthday/Christmas/holiday treat We took her out to 
dinner as a birthday treat. | The charity provides Christmas treats and presents for 

children in hospital.an occasional treat I don’t usually eat sweet foods, but I 
sometimes let myself have the occasional treat.a rare treat It was a rare treat to see 
the band perform in Europe.VERBSgive sb/yourself a treat I wanted to give you a 

special treat.deserve a treat Everyone deserves a treat from time to time.get a 
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treat Jazz fans will get a treat when they listen to this CD.PREPOSITIONSas a 

treat Dad let me borrow his car as a treat.for a treat I bought myself some 
flowers for a treat.PHRASESbe in for a treat also have a treat in store (=will get a 

treat) Justin Bieber fans have a treat in store when he appears in a special Christmas 
show. | Video game players are in for a treat with this new game. 

treatment /ˈtriːtmənt/ noun  1. something that is done to cure someone who is 

injured or illADJECTIVES/NOUNS + treatmentmedical treatment She could not afford to 

pay for medical treatment.hospital treatment Several people needed hospital 
treatment for burns.emergency/urgent treatment The driver needed emergency 
treatment.the right treatment He will get better soon, if he has the right 

treatment.an effective treatment The most effective treatment is to stay in 
bed.further treatment (=more treatment) The patient does not require further 
treatment.dental treatment (=for your teeth) Children get free dental 

treatment.cancer treatment He returned to France to continue his cancer 
treatment.psychiatric treatment He underwent psychiatric treatment after a period of 
severe depression.laser treatment (=done with a laser) Laser treatment can be 

technically difficult.alternative treatments (=treatments that are not part of normal 
scientific medicine) She found out all she could 

about alternative cancer treatments.fertility/infertility treatment (=for helping 
someone who is unable to have children) Mrs Smith received fertility treatment using 
donor eggs.VERBSgive sb treatment also administer treatment formal He was given 

treatment at a local hospital. | Paramedics are trained to administer on-the-
spot treatment to patients.provide treatment The Health 
Service provides excellent treatment.get/have/receive treatment also undergo 

treatment formal Two boys received treatment for gunshot wounds. | A few years 
earlier she’d undergone fertility treatment.need treatment also require 
treatment formal All three were beaten so badly that 

they needed hospital treatment.respond to treatment (=become better when given 
treatment) He got a lung infection which did not respond to treatment.refuse 
treatment (=say you do not want it) Everyone has the right to refuse medical 

treatment.PREPOSITIONSthe treatment of sth There have been great advances in 
the treatment of cancer.a treatment for sth What is the best treatment for a 
cold?PHRASESa course of treatment (=treatment that lasts for a period of time) They 

have started her on a new course of treatment.2. a way of behaving towards 
someoneADJECTIVES/NOUNS + treatmentspecial/preferential treatment (=one 
person is treated better than others) Although I was the boss’s daughter, I didn’t get 

any special treatment.equal/the same treatment Everyone should get equal 
treatment under the law.harsh treatment (=severe, cruel, or unkind) They do not 
deserve such harsh treatment.VIP treatment (=special treatment, which very 

important people get) We were given VIP treatment.star treatment (=special 
treatment, which famous people get) Winners get star treatment from the media.the 
silent treatment (=refusing to speak to someone because you are angry with 

them) He’s been giving me the silent treatment ever since our 
argument.VERBSget/have/receive a treatment Harper described the treatment he 
had received in prison.suffer a treatment (=receive bad 

treatment) I’ve suffered worse treatment than that in the past.put up with a 
treatment (=accept it, even though it is bad) Employees often put up with such 
treatment rather than risk losing their jobs.deserve a treatment Disabled 
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people deserve equal treatment.single sb out for a treatment (=give it to them and 

only them) He was hoping he wouldn’t be singled out 
for special treatment.PREPOSITIONSthe treatment of sb They are complaining about 

the harsh treatment of prisoners 

treaty /ˈtriːti/ noun  a formal written agreement between two or more countries 

or governmentsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + treatyan international treaty The US refused to 
sign any international treaty on cutting carbon emissions.a peace treaty Jordan signed 

a peace treaty with Israel.an extradition treaty (=one which says that people can be 
brought back to a country for trial) The United States has had an extradition treaty with 
Mexico since 1978.a bilateral treaty (=one signed by two countries) Uzbekistan and 

Russia signed a bilateral treaty of friendship.a draft treaty (=one that has been 
written but not yet signed) The committee produced a draft treaty on arms limitation.a 
non-proliferation treaty (=an agreement not to obtain more weapons) Several 

countries are suspected of violating the nuclear non-proliferation treaty.VERBS 

+ treatysign a treaty The treaty was signed by eight European countries.negotiate a 
treaty (=discuss the conditions in order to reach agreement) They are trying 

to negotiate a treaty to end the war.conclude a treaty formal (=successfully agree 
it) In 1875 Japan and Russia concluded a treaty.enter into a treaty (=agree to it) We 

hoped that they would be willing to enter into a treaty with the Palestinian 
authority.draft a treaty also draw up a treaty The six countries 
began drafting a treaty.ratify a treaty (=make it official by signing it or accepting 

it) The government cannot ratify the treaty without Parliament’s 
consent.breach/violate a treaty (=break it) If their troops crossed the border, they 
would be breaching the treaty.amend/renegotiate a treaty (=make changes to it) All 

parties have agreed to amend the treaty.treaty + VERBSa treaty bans/prohibits 
sth The three countries signed a treaty banning the sale of whale meat.a treaty 
requires sth (=says that someone must do something) The new treaty requires the 

national banks to support each other.a treaty provides for sth (=says that something 
can or should happen) The treaty provided for the destruction of half of these missiles.a 
treaty governing sth (=one that controls or affects something) They had signed 

a treaty governing the use of US military bases overseas.be bound by a 
treaty (=have to obey it) They refused to be bound by any treaty that controlled troop 
movements.a treaty expires/runs out (=it ends) Once the treaty has expired, flights 

over the area can resume.treaty + NOUNStreaty negotiations Treaty negotiations will 
continue into next week.treaty commitments The governments of Europe take 
their treaty commitments very seriously.PREPOSITIONSthe Treaty of 

Rome/Versailles etc The Treaty of Amiens in 1802 brought a brief peace.a treaty on 
sth These nations are drafting a treaty on fishing in their waters.a treaty with sb They 
could never imagine signing a treaty with their old enemy.a treaty between sb and 

sb A treaty between the Soviet Union and Finland was concluded.under/according to 
a treaty The European Investment Bank (EIB) was set up under the Treaty of Rome in 
1958.PHRASESthe terms/provisions of a treaty Under the terms of the treaty, the 

two sides agreed to a ceasefire.be in breach of a treaty (=do something that breaks 
it) By sending their military forces to sea, they are in breach of the treaty.a treaty 
comes into force (=it starts) Until the treaty comes into force, foreign troops will 

remain in the country. 
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tree /triː/ noun  a very tall plant that has branches and leaves, and lives for 

many yearsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + treea pine/oak/chestnut/palm etc tree We sat in 
the shade of a big oak tree.a fruit/apple/olive etc tree He has a large garden 
with fruit trees.a Christmas tree (=a real or artificial tree that people put in their 

houses and decorate for Christmas) Many families put presents under the Christmas 
tree.a tall tree The tallest tree in the world is a Californian redwood.a tree is 
bare (=it does not have any leaves) In winter the trees are bare.a dead tree There is 

a dead tree that needs cutting down.a fallen tree A fallen tree lay across the road, 
blocking their way.a hollow tree (=empty inside) Some birds make their nests 
inside hollow trees.a gnarled tree (=old, rough, and twisted, with lumps on the trunk 

and branches) An old gnarled tree stood next to the house.an evergreen tree (=that 
does not lose its leaves in winter) These small evergreen trees are ideal for gardens.a 
deciduous tree (=that loses its leaves in winter) The oak tree is deciduous and loses 

its leaves late in the year.VERBS + treeclimb a tree Children enjoy climbing trees.chop 
down/cut down a tree also fell a tree formal He chopped down the tree because it 
was blocking the view.plant a tree She planted a plum tree in the backyard.grow a 

tree You can grow small fruit trees in containers.prune a tree (=cut back some of its 
branches) I normally prune the apple trees in the winter.tree + VERBSa tree 

grows These trees can grow to a height of 15 metres.a tree stands An ancient 
oak tree stood in front of the cottage.a tree produces sth also a tree bears 
sth formal The tree produced a few small apples.trees line sth (=form a line along the 

edge of a place) Palm trees line the beach.a tree sways (=moves from side to 
side) The tree was swaying in the wind.a tree falls A tree fell on a car and injured the 
driver.tree + NOUNSa tree trunk (=the main central part of a tree, from which the 

branches grow) I leaned against a tree trunk.a tree stump (=the part remaining in the 
ground when the rest has been cut down) She sat on a tree stump to rest.a tree 
house/treehouse (=a house built in a tree, usually for playing) He built a tree 

house for the children.a tree surgeon (=someone who treats damaged trees, 
especially by cutting off branches) The tree was sawn up by a team of tree surgeons.a 
tree ring (=one of the circular marks inside a tree trunk) You can tell how old a tree is 

by counting the number of tree rings. Treetops (=the tops of the trees) is usually  

written as one word. PHRASESan avenue of trees (=a road with trees on both 

sides) An avenue of trees led up to the house.a clump of trees (=a group of trees 
growing close together) There was a clump of trees at the far end of the lake.a grove 
of trees (=a small area of land with trees growing on it) The hill could easily be seen 

through a grove of trees.THESAURUS: treeAN AREA OF TREESforesta very large 

area with a lot of trees growing closely together:The beaches are lined with pine 

forests. | The forest fire was started by a cigarette which someone had thrown on the 

ground.rainforesta tropical forest with tall trees, in an area where it rains a lot:the 

Amazon rainforest | 12 million acres of rainforest have been destroyed.junglea tropical  

forest with trees and large plants:The wreckage of the plane was found in dense 

jungle. | a remote jungle areawood also woodsan area with many trees, which is not  

as big as a forest:We went for a walk in the woods. | The path leads through a beech 

wood.woodlandland covered with trees:Much of our ancient woodland has been 
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lost. | The mushrooms are found in woodland areas.copsea small group of trees:We 

walked across the field towards a copse.MATERIAL FROM TREESwoodthe usual word for  

the hard material that trees are made of:They were chopping wood for the fire. | The 

doors are made of solid wood. | Real wood flooring can be very  

expensive.timber BrE lumber AmEwood used for building and making things:The 

trees are used for timber. | a timber company | softwood lumberhardwoodstrong 

heavy wood from trees such as oak:There was a beautiful hardwood floor. | Tropical  

hardwoods such as teak often come from places where the rainforest has been 

destroyed.softwoodwood from trees such as pine and fir that is cheap and easy to  

cut:Most tables are made from softwood.firewoodwood that has been cut or collected  

in order to be burned in a fire:They collected branches that could be used for firewood.  

tremble /ˈtrembəl/ verb  to shake slightly in a way that you cannot control, 

especially because you are upset or frightenedADVERBStremble slightly He found 

himself trembling slightly.tremble violently She was trembling violently from head to 
foot.tremble uncontrollably The disease makes people tremble 
uncontrollably.NOUNSsb’s body trembles Her whole body was trembling with 

anger.sb’s knees/legs tremble She was terrified and could feel her knees 
trembling. | His legs were trembling with exhaustion by the time he reached the top of 

the hill.sb’s voice trembles He was nervous and his voice was trembling.sb’s 
hand/fingers tremble Her fingers trembled with excitement as she opened the 
envelope. | I felt sick and couldn’t stop my hands from trembling.sb’s lip/mouth 

trembles His mouth was trembling as he gave us the bad news.PREPOSITIONStremble 
at sth He trembled at the thought of having to tell his dad.tremble with 
anger/rage/fear/excitement Before walking on stage to receive the prize I 

was trembling with excitement.PHRASEStremble from head to toe/foot also tremble 
all over (=your whole body is shaking) The shock of the accident made her tremble 
from head to foot. | The sick man was sweating and trembling all over.tremble like a 

leaf (=tremble a lot because you are very frightened or worried) The frightened child 
was trembling like a leaf. 

tremendous /trɪˈmendəs/ adjective  THESAURUS > huge 

trend /trend/ noun  a gradual change or development in a situation, or in what 

many people doADJECTIVES/NOUNS + trenda recent/new trend The recent trend has 
been for people to rent rather than buy their own home.the current/latest 
trend If current trends continue, the amount of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere will 

double by the year 2030.a general trend (=one followed by most people or happening 
in most places) There was a general trend towards marriage at an older age.a 
growing/increasing/rising trend The show is part of a growing trend towards 

violence on TV.an alarming/worrying/disturbing trend I have noticed a worrying 
trend in attitudes to older workers.the underlying/long-term trend (=the trend over 
a long period of time) The underlying trend is for rich economies to get richer.a 

downward/upward trend (=a tendency for something to increase or 
decrease) The downward trend in population growth was not seen as a 
problem.economic/market trends This forecast is based on current economic 

trends.the national trend Crime rates in the city fell, in contrast to the national 
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trend.the international/worldwide/global trend There is a global trend towards 

caring more for the environment.a trend is evident (=is easy to notice or 
identify) A trend towards marrying later in life was becoming evident.VERBSa trend 

continues The trend for more twin births is continuing.a trend emerges A 
new trend towards openness in politics had begun to emerge.start a trend The 
younger generation started a trend toward living in the downtown area.follow a 

trend Divorce rates in Scotland are following the general trend.reverse a 
trend (=make something start to change back) The new manager succeeded 
in reversing the downward trend in the team’s fortunes.halt a trend (=make it 

stop) We need government policies that will halt this downward economic trend.buck 
the trend (=do something that is not what is generally happening) Many small 
companies are struggling in the recession, but we are bucking the 

trend.show/indicate a trend These reports indicate a new trend in how the public 
thinks of politicians.reflect a trend (=follow what is generally happening) More people 
in the city are living alone, reflecting a national trend.PREPOSITIONSa trend 

towards/toward sth There has been a trend towards bigger farms.a trend away 
from sth We are seeing a trend away from relying on government for these services.a 
trend in sth Challenging the decisions of officials is a disturbing trend in professional 

sport.a trend for sth This development seems to be following the trend for smaller 

homes with smaller gardens.THESAURUS: trend→ fashion (2)  

trial /ˈtraɪəl/ noun  1. a legal process in a court of lawADJECTIVESa fair 

trial Everyone has the right to a fair trial.an unfair trial Human rights groups claim 
that his trial was unfair.a criminal trial (=dealing with a crime) There are several 
stages in a criminal trial.a civil trial (=dealing with disagreements between people, 

rather than crimes) The court mainly deals with civil trials.NOUNS + triala 
murder/fraud etc trial She was a witness in a murder trial.VERBSstand/face 
trial (=be judged in a court of law) His doctors said he was unfit to stand trial.be 

awaiting/facing trial (=be going to be judged in a court of law soon) He spent five 
months in prison awaiting trial.a trial is held The trial will be held sometime next 

month.a trial opens (=officially begins) The trial opened five weeks ago.a trial is 
adjourned (=it is officially stopped for several days, weeks, or months) The trial was 
adjourned until November.a trial collapses (=it ends without a verdict) The trial 

collapsed after it emerged that the victim had drunk so much wine she could not 
remember what happened.NOUNSa trial judge The trial judge told the jury to ignore 
this evidence.a trial lawyer He is regarded as one of the finest trial lawyers in the 

state.a trial court The case will return to the trial court in May.a trial date No trial 
date has been set.a trial verdict (=a decision about whether or not someone is 
guilty) His lawyers have said they will appeal the trial verdict.PREPOSITIONSa trial for 

sth His trial for murder began yesterday.at a trial She will have to give 
evidence at the trial.during a trial During the trial, the man claimed he had never met 
Max.without trial He was imprisoned for two years without trial.PHRASESbe on 

trial (=be being judged in a court of law) Her son is on trial charged with murder.go 
on trial Taylor went on trial accused of killing his wife.put sb on trial Eight people 
were arrested and put on trial.bring sb to trial The people who were responsible for 

this crime must be brought to trial.be sent for trial also be committed for 
trial BrE Smith’s lawyer battled to stop him being sent for trial in Britain.a case 
goes/comes to trial If the case ever went to trial, he would probably lose.2. a 
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process of testing something or someoneADJECTIVESclinical trials (=of a new drug or 

medical device on humans) Clinical trials of the drug will begin soon.extensive 
trials (=a lot of thorough trials) Extensive trials have been carried out on the product, 

to make sure that it is safe.initial trials (=the first ones) Information from these initial 
trials will be very useful.NOUNS + trialfield trials (=of a new product in the conditions 
in which it will be used) The company is currently carrying out field trials of new mirrors 

for heavy vehicles.time/speed trials (=in order to see how fast someone or 
something goes – used in sport) A series of time trials decides who will take part in the 
final race.VERBSdo/carry out a trial also conduct/perform a trial formal Before a 

drug company can sell a new drug, it has to carry out trials to see how well it 
works. | Each year we conduct trials to find out which product works best.take part in 
a trial also participate in a trial formal Eight schools are taking part 

in the trial.undergo trials (=be tested) A new aircraft is currently undergoing trials for 
the Royal Air Force.trial + NOUNSa trial period Any new laws should be given a trial 
period of a year.a trial run Many couples have a trial run the day before their wedding 

day.a trial separation (=a period of time when a husband and wife do not live 
together, to find out whether they want to stay married) They decided on a trial 
separation after their marriage got into difficulty.PREPOSITIONSon trial (=in order to 

test something) They let me have the computer on trial for a few days.a trial for 
sth Trials for the Olympics started on July 1st.PHRASESon a trial basis (=in order to 
see whether something is successful) Smith was hired on a 12-month trial 

basis.by/through trial and error (=in order to find out which is the best of several 
possible methods) I learnt most of what I know about gardening through trial and 
error. 

tribute /ˈtrɪbjuːt/ noun  1. something that shows your respect or admiration for 

someoneADJECTIVESa special tribute He wrote the song as a special tribute to his 
wife.a fitting tribute (=very suitable) A set of special postage stamps honouring the 

artist will make a fitting tribute to his work.a warm tribute He paid a warm tribute to 
Steve, saying that he was one of the kindest people he had ever met.a moving 
tribute Bob’s speech was a moving tribute to his son who had been killed in a road 

accident.a final tribute (=to someone who has died) A church service was held as 
a final tribute to the soldiers who died for their country.a lasting tribute (=that will 
last for a long time) The garden is meant to be a lasting tribute to celebrate the life of 

John Lennon.a silent tribute (=when people show respect silently) The crowd stood 
in silent tribute to all those who had lost their lives in the war.a floral 
tribute formal (=flowers given as a tribute) At her funeral the church was decorated 

with floral tributes.VERBSpay tribute to sb/sth (=praise someone publicly and thank 
them for what they have done) In his speech the headmaster paid tribute to Mrs 
Green.offer a tribute Many actors have offered tributes to the film star who died 

yesterday.write a tribute She wrote a tribute to him in the local newspaper.tribute + 

NOUNSa tribute album/concert (=a record or a concert to show respect for 
someone) A group of musicians recorded a tribute album to Amy 

Winehouse.PREPOSITIONSa tribute to sb/sth The new university building was named 
‘The Frank Thompson Centre’ as a tribute to the professor.2. something that shows that 
someone or something is very goodPHRASESsth is a tribute to sb/sth The 

improvement in results is a tribute to the hard work of students and their teachers 
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trick /trɪk/ noun  1. something you do in order to deceive or surprise 

someoneADJECTIVES/NOUNS + tricka dirty/mean/nasty trick (=a very unkind and 
unpleasant one) That was a dirty trick to play on someone!a cruel trick It was a cruel 
trick to let them think he was dead.a con trick also a confidence trick formal (=when 

someone is deceived in order to get their money) She was the victim of a con trick and 
lost all her savings.VERBSplay a trick (on sb) The other boys played a nasty trick on 
him.fall for a trick (=be deceived by a trick) I’m not going to fall for that 

old trick again.trick + NOUNSa trick question (=one that is hard to answer correctly 
because it is a trick) I thought it was a trick question so I refused to answer 
it.PHRASESuse every trick in the book (=do anything, however bad, to try to get 

something) She’s prepared to use every trick in the book to improve her chances of 
winning.2. something difficult or apparently impossible that you do to entertain 
peopleADJECTIVES/NOUNS + tricka magic/conjuring trick (=a clever trick in which 

you seem to make things appear, disappear, or change by magic) A magician must 
never give away the secret of how he did a magic trick.a clever trick He taught the 
dog to do some clever tricks.a card trick (=a trick done with playing cards) For 

this card trick you start by asking someone to pick any card from the pack.a party 
trick (=something clever you do to impress or entertain people at parties) His party 

trick is guessing strangers’ birthdays.VERBSdo/perform a trick The 
magician performed several tricks to entertain the children.learn a trick I’d like 
to learn a few card tricks.teach sb a trick She taught me a trick in which you make a 

coin seem to disappear.3. a way of doing things that works very well, but may not be 
easy to noticeADJECTIVESa neat trick (=an impressive one) The article describes 
some neat tricks for getting the most out of your mobile phone.a special trick There’s 

a special trick to opening these milk cartons without spilling liquid everywhere.a useful 
trick This is a useful trick for increasing your internet speed.VERBSknow the 
trick Once you know the trick, it’s quite easy to play this game.learn the trick It took 

me some time to learn the trick of making a good omelette.teach sb the 
trick He taught me the trick of holding the guitar slightly away from my body in order 
to make it easier to play.use a trick He showed me some tricks I could use to improve 

my scores on that computer game.PREPOSITIONSthe trick for sth What’s the trick 
for getting this software to work properly?PHRASESthe tricks of the trade (=clever 
methods used in a particular job) My father taught me all the tricks of the trade. 

tricky /ˈtrɪki/ adjective  THESAURUS > difficult 

trip /trɪp/ noun  a visit to a place that involves a journeyADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ tripa business trip She’s away on a business trip.a school trip (=when children and 
teachers from a school go somewhere) My daughter went on a school trip to 

Washington.a shopping/fishing/skiing etc trip He was exhausted after an all-
day shopping trip.a boat/coach/bus trip They took a boat trip to see the seals.a 
road trip (=a long journey by car or other road vehicle) The book is about a road 

trip across the US.a day trip (=when you go somewhere for pleasure and come back 
the same day) York is close enough to visit as a day trip.a round trip (=a journey to a 
place and back again) She makes a 150-mile round trip to see her mother every 

week.the return trip (=the journey back to a place) Two days later she began 
her return trip to Chicago.a wasted trip (=a trip in which you do not achieve what you 
wanted to) I had a wasted trip because they didn’t have the shoes in my size.VERBSgo 

on a trip They’ve gone on a trip to Greece.take a trip We decided to take a trip on the 
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Santa Fe railway.make a trip He had to make the long trip to Minneapolis alone.book 

a trip She’s booked another trip to Florida.cancel a trip He had 
to cancel the trip because his mother became ill.postpone a trip (=decide to make it 

at a later date) Bad weather forced us to postpone our trip.plan a trip (=intend to 
make one) We’re planning a trip to see our friends in Germany.PREPOSITIONSa trip to 
a place She was planning a trip to Italy later that year.a trip by bus/boat/plane 

etc He had never taken a trip by boat before.on a trip They were away on a trip, so 

the house was empty.THESAURUS: tripjourneyan occasion when you travel from 

one place to another, especially a long distance:They arrived after a long 

journey. | The journey takes about three hours. | We continued our journey on 

foot. | They made the journey across the plains in a covered wagon. | You must be 

tired after your journey. Trip or journey?You say a business trip or a school  

trip (not 'journey'). A trip is often for pleasure or for your job.You often  

use journey when talking about travelling a long distance, especially when this is  

difficult. You say Captain Scott set off on his journey to the South Pole. (not his  

'trip').Journey is more common in British English - US speakers often  

use trip instead. For example, British speakers would be more likely to  

say The journey takes about 40 minutes. whereas US speakers would  

say The trip takes about 45 minutes. travelthe general activity of travelling,  

especially over long distances for pleasure:Foreign travel is becoming increasingly  

popular. | Air travel causes a lot of pollution. | You can buy a special ticket for train  

travel around Europe. | She says her hobbies include travel and reading.travelstrips to  

places that are far away:She told us about her travels in South America.DIFFERENT  

TYPES OF TRIPtoura trip for pleasure, during which you visit several different towns,  

areas etc:She is on a three-week tour of Europe.excursiona short trip to visit a place 

on holiday, usually by a group of people:You can go on an afternoon excursion  

to Catalina Island.expeditiona long and carefully organized trip, especially to a  

dangerous or unfamiliar place:I read an account of Lewis and Clark’s expedition  

across North America. | Scott led an expedition to the South Pole.commutea trip to or  

from work that someone does every day:How long is your daily commute?crossinga 

trip by boat from one piece of land to another:The Atlantic crossing was rough and 

stormy. | The crossing was fairly smooth.cruisea trip by boat for pleasure:We went on  

a cruise around the Caribbean.voyagea very long trip in which you travel by ship or in  

a spacecraft:Columbus set out on his voyage across the ocean.treka long and difficult  

trip on foot, in a place far from towns and cities:They did a trek across the Atlas  

Mountains.pilgrimagea trip to a holy place for religious reasons:She went on a  

pilgrimage to Lourdes.  
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triumph /ˈtraɪəmf/ noun  an important victory or success, especially after a 

difficult struggleADJECTIVESa great/major triumph It was a major triumph for us to 
win the championship.a small/minor triumph The award represents a small 
triumph for independent film-makers.a personal triumph Coming second in the race 

was a personal triumph.a political/diplomatic triumph Persuading the two countries 
to sign a peace agreement was a remarkable diplomatic triumph. | Getting elected to 
government was a political triumph for the Liberal Democrats.a final/eventual 

triumph The competition ended with the final triumph of the German team.the 
ultimate triumph (=the biggest triumph of all) The ultimate triumph of his career 
came at the Olympic Games where Smith won the gold in the 200 metres.VERBShail 

sth as a triumph (=consider something to be a triumph) The film festival was hailed 
as a triumph.celebrate a triumph The team celebrated their triumph by having a 
party.represent a triumph The election of President Obama represented a triumph for 

African Americans.PREPOSITIONSa triumph over sb/sth He scored two goals in the 
team’s triumph over Chelsea.a triumph against sb/sth Her triumph against her 
opponent surprised everyone.a triumph for sb/sth The election victory was a triumph 

for the party.a triumph of sth It is a triumph of modern medicine that few people die 
of the disease nowadays.PHRASESa sense of triumph I left the room with a sense of 

triumph, knowing I had won the argument.a moment of triumph His moment of 
triumph came at the US Masters Golf Tournament.triumph over adversity (=success 
in a very difficult situation) The film is about one man’s triumph over adversity.the 

triumph of good over evil In his books, Lewis writes about the triumph of good over 
evil. 

trivial /ˈtrɪviəl/ adjective  THESAURUS > unimportant 

troops /truːp/ noun  soldiers in an organized group GrammarUsed in the  

plural, except when used before another noun. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ troopsgovernment troops There are reports of serious clashes between government 

troops and guerrillas.American/French/UN etc troops This operation was 
undertaken by British troops.enemy troops His platoon was captured by enemy 
troops.foreign troops He demanded that all foreign troops be withdrawn from the 

region.armed troops The city is surrounded by armed troops loyal to the 
president.combat troops Heavily armed combat troops were deployed on the streets 

of the capital yesterday.ground troops (=who fight on land) The advancing ground 
troops were supported by air power.regular troops (=those that do not have a special 
role or skill) There has been fierce fighting between rebels and regular 

troops.elite/crack troops (=the best soldiers) The general’s headquarters is guarded 
by crack troops.peacekeeping troops The Secretary General has ruled out sending 
UN peacekeeping troops into the republic.front-line troops (=those in the place where 

there is fighting) There was a high casualty rate among front-line troops.VERBS 

+ troopssend (in) troops He hopes to persuade his NATO allies to send more troops to 
the area. | Johnson wanted to win the war without sending in American 

ground troops.withdraw troops also pull out troops (=make them leave a 
place) Both countries have agreed to withdraw their troops.deploy troops (=send 
them to a place to fight or do something) UN troops were deployed in order to keep the 

peace.lead/command troops The troops were led by inexperienced officers.mass 
troops (=bring large numbers of them together) Both countries have begun massing 
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troops along the border.station troops somewhere (=keep them in a particular place 

for a period of time) 525,000 American troops are still stationed in the south of the 
country.troops + VERBStroops fight General Suleiman said his troops would fight to 

the end.troops serve (=do their job) Thousands of troops who served in the war 
suffered mental health problems afterwards.troops march somewhere British troops 
marched north to attack the German forces.troops advance (=move forward in order 

to attack a place) Government troops advanced on the rebel stronghold.troops 
withdraw also troops pull out (=leave a place) British troops pulled out of the area 
last May.troops + NOUNStroop withdrawal (=the act or process of troops leaving a 

place) The US plans a troop withdrawal soon.troop deployment (=the act or process 
of putting troops in a place) The size of the troop deployment in the region has been 
halved.a troop carrier (=a vehicle or ship used to carry troops) Their troop carrier was 

hit by a roadside bomb. 

trophy /ˈtrəʊfi $ ˈtroʊ-/ noun  a large object such as a silver cup or plate that 

someone receives as a prize for winning a competitionADJECTIVES/NOUNS + trophya 
major trophy The club has not won a major trophy for several years.a prestigious 

trophy (=one of the best and most important) The Champions League trophy is one of 
the most prestigious trophies in soccer.a championship trophy The team was 

presented with the championship trophy.a tennis/football/baseball etc trophy She 
is the proud winner of the tennis trophy.VERBSwin/take a trophy He won the school 
chess trophy.award sb a trophy Uruguay was the first national football team to 

be awarded the World Cup trophy.give sb a trophy also present sb with a 
trophy formal He presented her with the trophy for winning the race.receive a 
trophy The winners of the quiz will receive a trophy.lift a trophy The team 

captain lifted the trophy and the crowd cheered.trophy + NOUNSa trophy winner His 
next game is against last year’s trophy winner.a trophy cabinet (=a cupboard where 
trophies are kept) The winner’s cup is proudly displayed in the club’s trophy cabinet.a 

trophy match/tournament/race etc (=where the winner gets a 
trophy) Yesterday’s trophy match was won by Maureen Connolly.PREPOSITIONSa 
trophy for sth She won the trophy for the best college player. 

tropical /ˈtrɒpɪkəl $ ˈtrɑː-/ adjective  coming from or existing in the hottest parts 

of the worldNOUNSa tropical climate Queensland has a warm tropical climate.a 
tropical country/area/island etc The fruit is available throughout the year in tropical 

countries.a tropical beach I’d like to spend my holiday lying on a tropical 
beach somewhere.a tropical paradise The island is a tropical paradise.a tropical 
bird/fish Many tropical fish are brightly coloured.a tropical species (=an animal, 

bird, or plant from a tropical country) Tropical species of fish need special care.a 
tropical plant/tree/flower Most tropical plants will die if there is even a small 
amount of frost.tropical fruit I enjoy eating tropical fruit such as mangoes and 

pineapples.a tropical forest/rainforest/jungle We must stop the destruction 
of tropical rainforests.a tropical disease (=an illness that occurs in tropical 
countries) She had several tests at the Hospital for Tropical Diseases.tropical 

medicine (=the treatment and study of illnesses that occur in tropical countries) He is 
a doctor who specializes in tropical medicine.a tropical storm The tropical 
storm smashed through the Bahamas.tropical sun You should wear a hat to protect 

yourself from the tropical sun.a tropical garden The excellent three-star Nipa Lodge 
hotel is set in five acres of tropical gardens.a tropical hardwood (=strong heavy wood 
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from tropical areas used for making furniture) Europe and Japan are the largest 

Western markets for tropical hardwoods. 

trouble /ˈtrʌbəl/ noun  problems or difficultiesADJECTIVESgreat/terrible 

trouble I’ve been having terrible trouble sleeping.serious trouble She was 

having serious trouble with her teenage son.big trouble When he gets home, he will 
be in big trouble with his parents.real trouble I had real trouble finding the 
place.endless trouble (=continuing for a very long time) We had endless 

trouble selling the house.teething troubles BrE (=small problems that you have when 
you first start doing or using something new) There were a lot of teething troubles with 
the software at first.financial/economic trouble If the banks get into financial 

trouble, why should taxpayers bail them out?ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + troubleengine 
trouble The plane had to return to Heathrow when it developed engine trouble.car 
trouble They’re very late – perhaps they’ve had car trouble.money trouble I didn’t 

realise that we had money troubles until it was too late.boy/girl 
trouble informal (=problems with a romantic relationship) Dave seems very unhappy – 
I think it’s girl trouble.VERBShave trouble doing sth He is having trouble getting his 

message across to the voters. | Did you have any trouble getting back home?cause 
trouble I hope the delay hasn’t caused you any trouble.get into/run into 

trouble The company ran into financial trouble and had to close down.mean/spell 
trouble (=be trouble in the future) He is now fit and well, which can only spell 
trouble for his rivals.avoid trouble We can avoid trouble by planning carefully.be 

asking for trouble (=be doing something that will result in problems) You’re asking 
for trouble walking around the yard in bare feet.PREPOSITIONStrouble with sth We’ve 
had lots of trouble with the car this year.in trouble There were rumours that their 

marriage was in trouble.PHRASESwithout any/much trouble (=easily) The work was 
carried out without any trouble.a lot of trouble We’ve been having a lot of trouble with 
the old heating system.trouble ahead (=in the future) These figures point to trouble 

ahead for the economy.in times of trouble In times of trouble, the family were more 
united than ever.in deep/dire trouble (=having very serious problems) It seems that 
the economy is in deep trouble. 

trousers /ˈtraʊzəz $ -ərz/ noun especially BrE  a piece of clothing that covers 

the lower half of your body, with a separate part fitting over each legPHRASESa pair of 
trousers I need to buy a new pair of trousers.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ trousersshort/long trousers At school we used to have to wear short 
trousers.baggy trousers (=big and not fitting close to your body) He was dressed in a 
suit with baggy trousers.loose trousers I need a belt because my trousers are a 

bit loose.tight trousers He had eaten too much and his trousers felt tight.flared 
trousers (=wide below the knee) Flared trousers were popular in the 
1970s.dark/light trousers I want to buy a pair of dark trousers to go with this 

jacket.leather/cotton/corduroy trousers She was wearing a pair of tight leather 
trousers.VERBSwear trousers He was wearing a pair of black trousers.be dressed in 
trousers She was dressed in a blue blouse and a pair of white trousers.put on your 

trousers He put on his trousers and a clean shirt.take off your trousers She took 
off her trousers and changed into a skirt.take down your trousers The doctor asked 
him to take down his trousers.pull up your trousers She reached down and pulled 

up her trousers.trousers + NOUNSa trouser leg He rolled up his trouser legs and waded 
into the river.a trouser pocket She took a handkerchief from her trouser pocket.a 
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trouser suit BrE (=a woman’s suit consisting of a jacket and trousers) She was 

wearing a smart blue trouser suit.a trouser press BrE (=a piece of equipment for 
making trousers flat and smooth) There was a trouser press in our hotel 

room. Trousers is used especially in British English. American speakers usually  

say pants.  

truce /truːs/ noun  an agreement to stop fighting or arguingVERBScall a 

truce also declare a truce formal The two sides agreed to call a truce.agree (to) a 
truce After long discussions, a truce was eventually agreed.negotiate/broker a 
truce UN officials are trying to negotiate a truce between the two sides.sign a 

truce Finally, a truce was signed and the war ended.break a truce also violate a 
truce formal (=begin fighting again after a truce has been agreed) The French accused 
the English of breaking the truce.a truce breaks down The truce broke down when 

Tom accused James of lying.ADJECTIVESan uneasy truce (=one in which the situation 
is not really calm) There was an uneasy truce between Lily and Stephen at dinner.a 
fragile truce (=one that is likely to fail) The fragile truce has lasted for only a few 

weeks.a temporary truce Last month they reached a temporary truce in the dispute.a 
two-day/week-long etc truce The week-long truce came to an end.PREPOSITIONSa 
truce between sb and sb The truce between Britain and France broke down in 1803.a 

truce with sb The government declared a truce with the rebel army. 

truck /trʌk/ noun  a large road vehicle used to carry goodsADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ trucka heavy/light truck Heavy trucks go past the house all day.a pickup 

truck (=a small truck with low sides that is used for carrying goods) He drives a 
red pickup truck.a delivery truck (=for taking goods from one place to another) There 
was a supermarket delivery truck parked in front of the house.a flatbed truck (=with 

a flat open surface for carrying things) The company uses flatbed trucks to carry heavy 
equipment.a refuse truck BrE a garbage truck AmE (=for collecting rubbish) She 
drives a garbage truck for a living.a fire truck AmE (=carrying equipment and people 

that stop fires burning) Fire trucks rushed to the scene and managed to put out the 
fire.a dump truck (=a vehicle with a large open container at the back that can move 
up to pour out sand, soil etc) Dump trucks were used to carry sand to the building 

site.a breakdown truck BrE a tow truck AmE (=for pulling a car that is broken to a 
place where it can be repaired) When Dad’s car broke down, a man in a breakdown 

truck took it to the garage.a toy truck The small boy was playing with a toy truck.a 
monster truck (=an extremely large truck) We watched a monster truck race on 
TV.an articulated truck (=a truck with two parts that makes it easier to turn) He 

drives a 40-foot long articulated truck.VERBSdrive a truck He got a 
job driving a truck.load a truck (with sth) The men loaded the truck and drove 
off.unload a truck She helped us to unload the truck.park a 

truck She parked the truck in front of the house.rent/hire a truck When we moved 
house, we hired a truck to carry the furniture.a truck carries 
sth The truck was carrying metal pipes.truck + NOUNSa truck driver He works as 

a truck driver.a truck stop AmE (=a cheap place to eat next to a road, used mainly by 
truck drivers) We stopped at a truck stop in Toledo.PHRASESa convoy of trucks (=a 
group of trucks travelling together) A convoy of 15 trucks brought food and medical 

supplies to the city.a fleet of trucks (=trucks owned by a particular company) The 
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firm has a fleet of trucks which travel all over the US. Truck is more common in  

American English. British speakers use truck, but they also often use the word lorry.  

true /truː/ adjective  1. correct and based on factsNOUNSa true story The film is 

based on a true story.a true picture/reflection The news reports don’t really give you 
a true picture of what is really happening.a statement is true Students have to decide 
if the statements are true or false.a rumour/accusation/allegation is true If 

the rumours are true, then the factory could close.VERBSremain/hold true (=continue 
to be true) Many of these general principles still hold true.ring true (=seem 
believable) There is something about her story that just doesn’t ring 

true.ADVERBSespecially/particularly true It is important to have your heart checked 
regularly. This is especially true for older people.absolutely/completely true It 
is absolutely true that the system needs to be modernized.quite true BrE (=completely 

true) What he said was quite true.equally true (=true to the same degree or 
amount) The same thing is equally true for boys and girls.not 
entirely/exactly/strictly true (=not completely true) It is often said that young 

people aren’t interested in politics, but that is not entirely true.generally/largely 
true It is generally true that houses are cheaper in the north.PHRASESsb’s dream 
comes true (=something that you have always wanted really happens) Then, in 

2008, his dream came true and he was hired by CBS News.the same is true for 
sb/sth People want security for their children, and the same was true for people in the 

past.THESAURUS: 

trueaccurateinformation | figures | description | record | account | picture | a

ssessment | measurementbased on facts and not containing any mistakes:Patients  

should have accurate information about the risks of their treatment. | He was able to  

give the police an accurate description of his attacker. | We need to build an accurate  

picture of the needs and wishes of our customers. | His assessment of the current  

economic situation is accurate. | The amazing thing is that  

Newton’s measurements were 

so accurate.undeniable/indisputablefact | truth | evidence | effect | influenceus

ed when something is definitely true, and no one can argue or disagree about  

it:The undeniable fact is that carbon gases are building up in the 

atmosphere. | The undeniable truth is that the government is much less bothered 

about the environment than it pretends to be. | Researchers are looking  

for indisputable evidence of biological activity on Mars. | We may not like al Sadr’s  

ideas, but his influence is undeniable. | It is indisputable that the situation is getting  

worse. If you want to say firmly and definitely that something is true, you say It is a  

fact (that): It is a fact that most crime is committed by young men.You can also say  

that a situation is the case (=it exists and is true): It used to be the case that there  

were few women studying science.You can also say that what someone says is the  
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truth (=they are not lying): I knew that what she said was the  

truth. ANTONYMS → untrue2. real GrammarTrue is only used before a noun in this  

meaning. NOUNSsb’s true feelings/character Marianne never showed her true 

feelings.sb’s true identity He was worried that someone would discover his true 
identity.the true value/cost of sth You only understand the true value of freedom 

when you have it taken away from you.the true meaning of sth The story of ‘The 
Lion and The Mouse’ teaches children about the true meaning of friendship.sb’s/sth’s 
true worth (=how good or valuable they really are) The players will be keen to show 

their coach their true worth.the true nature/extent of sth There are different 
opinions among scientists on the true nature of the problem.true love/happiness I 
wondered if I would ever find true love, and then I met Jack. | The path to true 

happiness is not found through physical pleasure.a true friend A true friend wouldn’t 
lie to you.a true professional (=someone who does their job with a lot of skill) Her 
colleagues described her as a true professional who was respected by everyone.a true 

believer A true believer is prepared to sacrifice everything for the sake of their 
religion.PHRASESshow your true colours BrE show your true colors AmE (=show 
your real character) The regime showed its true colours and arrested the opposition 

leader.THESAURUS: true→ real (1)  

truly /ˈtruːli/ adverb  THESAURUS > very1 

trumpet /ˈtrʌmpət, ˈtrʌmpɪt/ noun  a musical instrument that you blow into, 

which consists of a curved metal tube that is wide at the end, and three buttons you 
press to change the notesVERBSplay the trumpet also play trumpet mainly 

AmE He plays the trumpet in the school band.blow (on) a 
trumpet She blew the trumpet three times.practise the trumpet BrE practice the 
trumpet AmE He’s practising the trumpet in preparation for a concert.trumpet + 

NOUNSa trumpet player He’s the trumpet player in a jazz group.a trumpet solo (=a 
part of a piece of music when the trumpet is played alone without any other 
instruments) She has to play a trumpet solo in this piece.PREPOSITIONSon the 

trumpet Can you play anything on the trumpet? 

trust1 /trʌst/ verb [T]  to believe that someone or something is good and 

reliableADVERBStrust sb/sth completely/totally We need to find someone who we 
can trust completely.not entirely/fully trust sb/sth (=not completely) We don’t 

entirely trust his reasons for helping.trust sb implicitly formal (=without any 
doubts) I gave him the money because I knew I could trust him implicitly.never trust 
sb/sth I would never trust him to keep a secret.VERBSbe able to trust sb/sth The 

friendship will only work if you are able to trust her.learn to trust sb An abused 
animal must learn to trust people again.be afraid to trust sb/sth After that 

experience, I was afraid to trust anyone.NOUNStrust your instincts I thought he 
looked dishonest – I should have trusted my instincts.trust sb’s judgment Don’t 
you trust my judgment?PREPOSITIONStrust in sb/sth I trusted in his ability to do a 

good job.trust sb with sth (=trust someone to take care of 
something) We trusted you with our safety.PHRASESsb/sth is not to be 
trusted (=you should not trust them) Be careful – her advice is not to be trusted.trust 
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to luck (=hope that good things happen) They weren’t sure what would happen – they 

just had to trust to luck. 

trust2 /trʌst/ noun  a firm belief that a person or organisation is honest and 

goodADJECTIVES/NOUNS + trustabsolute/complete trust Children at this age 

have complete trust in their parents.great trust The others had placed great trust in 
me and I did not want to let them down.mutual trust (=trust that two people have for 
each other) In order to reach an agreement, there needs to be an atmosphere 

of mutual trust.blind trust (=trusting someone too much, without asking any 
questions) Their blind trust in their president began to fade a little more with every 
scandal.misplaced trust (=wrong because someone does not deserve it) His trust in 

his friend was sadly misplaced.public trust Politicians are beginning to lose public 
trust.consumer/voter trust The nuclear industry is having problems 
building consumer trust. | Because of the recent political scandal, voter trust is at an 

all-time low.VERBShave trust in sb/sth Patients must have trust in their doctor.put 
(your) trust in sb/sth also place (your) trust in sb/sth They’re putting all 
their trust in you, so don’t disappoint them.earn/win/gain sb’s trust An officer has 

to earn his men’s trust.abuse/betray sb’s trust (=be disloyal to someone who trusts 
you) He has completely betrayed the voters’ trust.lose trust People have lost trust in 

the banking system.build trust also build up trust A good teacher builds trust by 
giving pupils support and encouragement.establish trust formal The company worked 
to establish trust between workers and managers.rebuild/regain/restore 

trust formal (=make someone trust you again) When a husband or wife has been 
unfaithful, it can take years to rebuild trust.be based on trust Good business 
relationships must be based on mutual trust.develop trust It took many years 

to develop the trust that exists between us.inspire trust She inspired trust in all her 
supporters.PREPOSITIONStrust in sb/sth I have enormous trust in his abilities.trust 
between people Ever since childhood, there has been very little trust between the 

brothers.trust among/amongst people Our efforts to develop trust among the 
population are beginning to succeed.PHRASESa breakdown in/of trust (=when you 
stop trusting someone) There had been a complete breakdown in trust between the 

former business partners.a breach of trust (=a lack of trust caused by someone’s 
behaviour) His behaviour was unprofessional and amounts to a serious breach of 
trust.an atmosphere/climate of trust The talks took place in an atmosphere of 

trust and cooperation 

trustworthy /ˈtrʌstˌwɜːði $ -ɜːr-/ adjective  1. if someone is trustworthy, you 

can trust them because they are honestADVERBScompletely/entirely/absolutely 

trustworthy Many people do not see politicians as entirely 

trustworthy.THESAURUS: trustworthyreliablefriend | allysomeone who is  

reliable can be trusted to do what they say they will do and not make any mistakes:It  

is good to have an understanding and reliable friend to talk to. | Britain is the most  

reliable ally of the United States. | We need someone who is 100% 

reliable.responsibleperson | adultsomeone who is responsible can be trusted to  

behave in a sensible way:Children must not be left on their own without a responsible  

person with them. | Our son knows there is a responsible adult who he can ask for help  

if needed. | Sam’s a good babysitter – he’s responsible and the kids like  
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him.dependableally | personsomeone who is dependable can be trusted to do what  

you need or expect:France is our most dependable ally. | Piggy was seen as a  

dependable person and was left in charge of the cooking. | She needs someone solid  

and dependable to look after her.steadyworkersomeone who is steady is sensible and 

you can depend on them:She is known as a steady worker at her office. | He’s only  

sixteen, but he’s steady and 

reliable.loyalfriend | supporter | fan | customer | troops | servant | servicesome

one who is loyal can be trusted to always give help or support to their friends, their  

country, their political party etc:Helen has been a good and loyal friend to me. | He is  

one of the party’s most loyal supporters. | Loyal fans waited to see the band. | The 

hotel had many loyal customers (=people who often used its services over a long 

time). | The president's palace was defended by 200 loyal troops. | He retired after 40 

years of loyal service to the company. | She is fiercely loyal to her  

family.faithfulservant | friend | dog | followersomeone who is faithful stays loyal to  

a person, belief, political party etc, and continues to support them, even in difficult  

situations:He was the king's most faithful servant. | Daniel had always been a faithful  

friend. | In the eyes of his faithful followers, he could not do anything  

wrong. Another way to say thisYou can also say that you can rely on or depend  

on someone: Don’t worry about a thing – you can depend on me. 2. if something is 

trustworthy, you know that you can depend on it because the information in it is 

trueADVERBScompletely/entirely/absolutely trustworthy Are you sure your data is 

absolutely trustworthy?THESAURUS: 

trustworthyreliableinformation | data | source | guide | evidence | forecast |

 way | method | carused when you know you can depend on something:Not all the 

information you read on the internet is reliable. | The New York Times is a reliable  

source of news. | How can we be sure that his evidence is reliable? | It's difficult to  

give reliable economic forecasts. | Dawkins says the scientific approach is the only  

reliable way to discover the truth.dependablesupply | source | way | methodused 

when you know you can depend on something:We need a dependable supply of oil. | A 

dependable source of water is essential. | There does not seem to be any other  

dependable way to do the job. You can also use dependable and reliable about  

cars, planes, and machines that always work well without any problems: Our car has  

always been incredibly reliable. The company makes good  

solid dependable cars.Another way to say thisYou can also say that you can rely  

on or depend on something: I need a car that I can rely on in all weathers.  
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truth /truːθ/ noun  the true facts about something, rather than something 

untrue, imagined, or guessedVERBS + truthtell (sb) the truth How do we know 
you’re telling us the truth? | If you tell the truth, you will not be punished.Don’t say say 
the truth.speak the truth literary He always spoke the truth, whether it was popular 

or not.know the truth At last I knew the truth about my parents.find 
out/discover/uncover the truth She was determined to find out the truth, whatever 
it took.learn the truth When she learns the truth, she may decide to help us.get 

at/get to the truth informal (=discover the truth) The police will eventually get to the 
truth of the matter.search for/seek the truth Claire’s father spent years searching 
for the truth about her death.reveal the truth She’d promised never to reveal the 

truth to anyone.accept/admit the truth Our pride stopped us from admitting the 
truth.conceal/hide the truth They tried to conceal the truth from their 
children.bend/distort/stretch the truth (=say or write something that is not 

completely true) He has been known to bend the truth when it suits him.truth + 

VERBSthe truth emerges/comes out (=is discovered after being hidden) When the 
truth finally emerged, he was forced to resign.the truth dawns (on 

sb) informal (=someone realizes the truth) It was a shock when the 
truth finally dawned: he was not who he claimed to be.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + truththe 

whole/full truth People only found out the full truth later. | Investors should have 
been told the whole truth about the company.the simple/plain truth The simple 
truth is that there isn’t enough money to pay for it.the naked/unvarnished 

truth (=without attempting to hide anything or make something sound better) The 
book claims to tell the unvarnished truth about the war.the sad/painful 
truth (=something that is true but that you regret) The sad truth is that she still 

misses him.the awful/terrible/dreadful truth She could not bring herself to tell 
them the awful truth.the honest truth (=used to emphasize that you are telling the 
truth) We didn’t come here to steal anything, and that’s the honest truth.the gospel 

truth (=something that is completely true in every way, so that you can depend on it 
completely) Don’t take everything she says as the gospel truth.PHRASESget the truth 
out of sb (=make someone tell you the truth) I’ll get the truth out of her, whatever it 

takes!the truth of the matter The truth of the matter is that we don’t know what 
really happened.sth has the ring of truth (about it) (=it seems true) His account of 
what happened had the ring of truth about it.there is an element of truth in 

sth (=some of it is true) There’s an element of truth in what you say, but it’s a little too 
simplistic.there is a grain/kernel/shred of truth (=a very small amount of it is 
true) There isn’t a grain of truth in these allegations.be/come close to the 

truth (=tell the truth, especially when someone does not want this) The company tried 
to have the book banned because it came a little too close to the 
truth.PREPOSITIONSthe truth about sb/sth If you don’t tell me the truth about what 

happened, I’m going to tell your father about this.the truth behind sth The truth 
behind his death may never be known.the truth of sth She kept the truth of her 
father’s disappearance a secret all her life. 

truthful /ˈtruːθfəl/ adjective  THESAURUS > honest 

try1 /traɪ/ verb  1. to use effort so that you can do something, which you may not 

be able to doADVERBStry hard She was trying hard not to show her feelings.try 
unsuccessfully/without success The climbers tried unsuccessfully to reach the top 

of the mountain last year.try in vain/vainly try to do sth (=unsuccessfully) He tried 
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in vain to quit smoking.try desperately/frantically (=extremely hard) The 

ambulance crew tried desperately to save his life. | I’ve been rushing around, frantically 
trying to get everything done.try your best/hardest (=do as well or as much as you 

can) I tried my best to look after her.try again/one more time Let’s have a rest and 
then we’ll try again.try repeatedly/continually She repeatedly tried to speak to her 
manager about the problem.VERBSgive up trying Her novel was rejected by several 

publishers, but she never gave up trying.PHRASEStry as you might (=try as hard as 
possible to do something, but still not be successful) Try as he might, he could not get 
the incident out of his mind.it was not for (the) lack of trying (=used to say that 

someone failed even though they tried very hard) I didn’t persuade her, but it 

wasn’t for the lack of trying. Try or attempt?These words mean the  

same. Attempt is more formal than try and is often used about things that are  

difficult: They are attempting to travel to the South Pole. Attempted is also often  

used when talking about crimes: The men were charged  

with attempted murder. THESAURUS: tryattemptto try to do something,  

especially something difficult. Attempt is more formal than try and is used especially  

in written English:He was attempting to climb one of the world’s highest  

mountains. | The government is attempting to deal with the problem. Attempt is also  

often used about crimes or things you should not do: Any prisoner who attempts  

to escape will be shot. The man was charged with attempted murder. do your bestto  

try as hard as you can to do something:We will do our best to help them.make an 

effort to do sthto try to do something, when you find this difficult:It is worth making  

an effort to master the local language. | She made a big effort to be nice to  

him.struggleto try very hard to do something that is very difficult, especially for a  

long time:She’s still struggling to give up smoking. | Many of these families  

are struggling to survive.strive formalto try very hard to achieve something:South  

Korea will strive to maintain friendly relations with North Korea. | The company must  

constantly strive for greater efficiency.endeavour BrE formal endeavor AmE formalto  

try hard to do something:We endeavour to provide customers with the best service 

possible.have a go/try informalto try to do something, especially when you are not  

sure that you will succeed:I’m not very good at fixing taps, but I’ll have a go. | Do you 

want to have another try?see if you can do sth spokento try to do something – used 

when offering to do something, or suggesting that someone should do something:I’ll  

see if I can get you a ticket. | See if you can persuade her to come.2. to do something 

in order to find out if you like it, or if it will workADVERBShave you ever tried 

sth? Have you ever tried wind-surfing?have never tried sth I’ve never 
tried Vietnamese food before.PHRASEStry everything We tried everything, but we 
couldn’t get the engine to start 
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try2 /traɪ/ noun  an attempt to do somethingADJECTIVESa good try (=a good or 

determined attempt) I don’t know if I can win, but I’m going to have a good try.a nice 
try (=a good try that is not successful) Nice try, Claudia, but not good enough, I’m 
afraid.sb’s first/second try Only half the students passed the test on their first 

try.VERBShave a try I decided to have one last try.give sth a try spoken I knew I 
didn’t have much chance of getting the job, but I thought I’d give it a try.be worth a 
try (=be worth trying because you may succeed) If you’re looking for a room for the 

night the Swan Hotel is worth a try. 

trying adjective  THESAURUS > annoying 

tube /tjuːb $ tuːb/ noun  a long, round object, especially for liquids or gases to 

go throughADJECTIVES/NOUNS + tubea long/short tube A long tube is put into the 
barrel to extract the beer.a narrow/thin tube He rolled the newspaper into a narrow 

tube.a hollow tube (=with nothing inside it) A drinking straw is a hollow tube made of 
plastic or paper.a glass/plastic/steel etc tube The poster was rolled up inside 
a cardboard tube.a fluorescent tube (=a tube filled with gas that shines brightly when 

electricity is passed through it) The lighting in the kitchen is provided by a fluorescent 
tube.an inner tube (=a rubber tube filled with air that is inside a tyre) The inner 
tube of her bicycle tyre had a hole in it.a breathing tube (=through which someone 

can breathe) The doctors realized that the patient needed a breathing tube.a test 
tube (=a small glass container used in a science lab) The science teacher poured some 
liquid into a test tube.PREPOSITIONSthrough a tube When he was in hospital he had 

to be fed through a tube.into a tube He poured the liquid into the test tube. People  

also use the Tube when talking about the London Underground (=the subway system  

under London).  

tuition /tjuˈɪʃən $ tu-/ noun  teaching, especially in small 

groupsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + tuitioncollege tuition College tuition is becoming 

increasingly expensive.private tuition Wealthy parents can afford private tuition for 
their children.extra tuition He is having extra tuition after school.expert 
tuition (=teaching from someone who knows a lot about a subject) With hard work 

and expert tuition, she has made great progress.individual/one-to-one 
tuition (=teaching one person rather than a group) His father was giving him some 
one-to-one tuition in how to hold the golf club. | The school can provide individual 

tuition for people learning several musical instruments.free tuition Students from 
poorer families are able to get free tuition.maths/English/chemistry etc tuition He 
needs more maths tuition if he is going to pass his exam.VERBSgive sb tuition She 

was given private tuition in the evenings.receive tuition Over 10,000 young people 
have been able to receive free tuition in a wide range of sports.pay for tuition His 

grandparents offered to pay for his tuition.offer/provide tuition The Guitar School’s 
evening classes will offer tuition in a variety of styles. | Some of the teachers at the 
language school also provide private tuition.tuition + NOUNSa tuition fee (=money that 

students pay for teaching) Students will not have to pay tuition fees if their family’s 
income is below a certain level.PREPOSITIONStuition in sth He needs more tuition 
in maths. 
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tumour BrE tumor AmE /ˈtjuːmə $ ˈtuːmər/ noun  a mass of diseased cells in 

your body that have divided and increased too quicklyNOUNS + tumoura 
brain/skin/kidney etc tumour He died of a brain tumour.ADJECTIVESa cancerous 
tumour (=caused by cancer) She had surgery to remove a cancerous tumor.a 

malignant tumour (=dangerous and caused by cancer) She has a malignant 
tumour and needs chemotherapy.a benign tumour (=not caused by cancer) To his 
great relief, the tumor turned out to be benign.VERBSdiagnose sb with a 

tumour (=say as a doctor that someone has tumour) After he was diagnosed 
with a tumour, he had to have an operation.remove a tumour A surgeon 
successfully removed the tumor.die of a tumour She died of a brain tumour.a tumour 

grows This new drug can prevent a tumor from growing.PREPOSITIONSa tumour in 
sth The tumour in his chest has grown.a tumour on sth She has a tumor on her 
heart.PHRASESthe risk of a tumour There is no proof that mobile phone use increases 

the risk of tumours.the growth/development of a tumour The drug can slow down 
the growth of a tumour.the removal of a tumour Complete removal of the tumour is 
often possible.the treatment of a tumour The treatment of the tumour involves drugs 

that destroy cancer cells. 

tune /tjuːn $ tuːn/ noun  a series of musical notes that form part of a 

songADJECTIVESa catchy/memorable tune (=one that is easy to remember) His 

songs have simple words and catchy tunes.a great tune The Beatles wrote some great 
tunes.NOUNS + tunea show tune (=a tune from a musical) The album is a collection of 
Broadway show tunes.the theme tune/signature tune BrE (=the tune at the 

beginning or end of a television programme, film etc) Do you remember the theme 
tune from the movie ‘Titanic’?a dance tune The DJ played dance tunes all night 
long.VERBSplay a tune He played a tune on the piano.sing a tune What’s the name of 

the tune he’s singing?hum a tune (=sing it by making a continuous sound with your 
lips closed) Alice hummed a little tune to herself.whistle a tune (=sing it by blowing 
air through a small hole made with your lips) Can you whistle the tune to me?write a 

tune also compose a tune formal They wrote many great tunes together in the 
1980s.hear a tune He only has to hear a tune once to be able to play it on his 
guitar.hold/carry a tune (=sing it with the correct musical notes) I’ve never been 

able to carry a tune.PREPOSITIONSto the tune of sth (=using the same tune as 
another song) The song was sung to the tune of ‘Amazing Grace’. 

tunnel /ˈtʌnl/ noun  a passage that has been dug under the ground or through a 

mountain for cars, trains etc to go throughADJECTIVES/NOUNS + tunnela dark 
tunnel He looked into the dark tunnel at the end of the platform.a long tunnel The 
train entered a long tunnel.a narrow tunnel She ran down the narrow tunnel leading 

to the exit.an underground tunnel The prisoners escaped through an underground 
tunnel.a rail/railway/railroad tunnel A bridge and a railway tunnel will soon connect 
the mainland to the island.a road tunnel They drove through a road tunnel under the 

river.the Channel Tunnel (=the tunnel under the sea between the UK and 
France) They went by train via the Channel Tunnel.VERBSdig a tunnel It took over a 
year to dig the tunnel.build a tunnel The men will start building the tunnel next 

month.blast a tunnel (=create it using explosives) Railway engineers blasted a 
tunnel through the mountainside.a tunnel leads/runs somewhere The Greenwich 
Foot Tunnel leads under the River Thames.enter a tunnel also go into a tunnel The 

train slowed down as it entered the tunnel.emerge from a tunnel (=come out of 
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it) The train emerged from the tunnel and stopped at the platform.tunnel + NOUNSa 

tunnel entrance The tunnel entrance was blocked by fallen trees.tunnel walls At 
times, the tunnel walls were so tight we had to squeeze through.a tunnel 

system/network Fortunately, he had a map of the tunnel system.PREPOSITIONSa 
tunnel through sth The tunnel through the mountain was completed in the late 
1950s.a tunnel under/beneath sth The subway train broke down in a tunnel 

under the river.in a tunnel Most of the lights in the tunnel were broken.PHRASESthe 
roof of a tunnel The roof of the tunnel was only inches above his head.the entrance 
to a tunnel To the right was the entrance to a second tunnel.a network/system of 

tunnels (=a system of connected tunnels) The network of tunnels beneath the castle 
dates from the 12th century.a maze of tunnels (=a complex and confusing system of 
tunnels) He got lost in the maze of tunnels under the prison. 

turn1 /tɜːn $ tɜːrn/ verb  1. to move around, or make something move 

aroundPHRASESturn (sth) to the right/left Put the key in the lock and turn it 
gently to the right.turn sth clockwise/anticlockwise You have to turn the 
screw clockwise to tighten it.turn + NOUNSturn a handle/knob She turned 

the door handle very quietly.turn a key You turn the key to open the window.turn a 
screw Which way do you turn the screw to loosen it?turn your 

head/face/body He turned his head and looked away.NOUNS + turnthe wheels 

turn The train’s wheels began to turn slowly.THESAURUS: turngo 

around also go round BrEto turn around a central point:When the fan goes around,  

warm air is pushed downwards.revolve/rotate formalto turn around and around a  

central point:The Earth rotates on its axis once every twenty-four hours. | The stage 

revolves at various points during the performance.spinto turn round many times very  

quickly:The ice skater began to spin faster and faster.whirlto spin round very quickly,  

usually making a noise:The blades of the helicopter whirled overhead.twirlto spin  

round quickly, especially as part of a dance or performance:Couples were twirling on 

the dance floor.swirlto move round quickly, especially moving outwards or upwards  

from the centre:Leaves were swirling around in the wind.spiralto move in a continuous  

series of curves:Smoke was spiralling up into the sky.2. to change and become 

differentTHESAURUS: turn→ become 

turn2 /tɜːn $ tɜːrn/ noun  the time when you may or should do 

somethingPHRASESit’s sb’s turn to do sth Mum says it’s your turn to wash the 
dishes.take turns also take it in turns BrE (=with each person giving the others a 
chance to do something) My mum and dad take it in turns to do the cooking. | It’s a 

long journey so we’ll take turns doing the driving.out of turn (=at a time when 
someone else should do something) If one player goes out of turn, it just confuses 
everything.VERBSwait your turn I’m before you – you’ll have to wait your turn.miss a 

turn If I play this card, the next player has to miss a turn.have your turn Tom 
hasn’t had his turn yet.give sb a turn Don’t be selfish – give your sister a turn!sb’s 
turn comes It seemed like hours before my turn came. 

two /tuː/ number  the number 2: I’ll be away for almost two weeks. We have to 

be there by two o'clock. His family moved to Australia when he was two years 
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old.THESAURUS: 

twopairshoes | boots | socks | gloves | earrings | hands | legs | eyes | ticketst

wo things of the same type that you use together:I need to buy a new pair of  

shoes. | an old pair of socks | The surgeon pulled on a pair of rubber gloves. | An extra  

pair of hands makes the job easier (=another person to help you). | If you would like a  

free pair of tickets worth £12, send an email to this address. You also use pair about  

two people who do something together, or who you often see together: The pair were  

arrested soon after the robbery. The British pair will be playing in the final on  

Saturday. They’re a funny pair!You also use pair about something that consists of  

two parts joined together, for example a pair of  

jeans/trousers/glasses/scissors/binoculars. a couple (of sth)two things of the 

same type, or a very small number of things:There were a couple of empty seats at the 

table. | Do you have any stamps? I just need a couple.coupletwo people who are 

married or having a sexual relationship:The house was owned by a young married  

couple. | The couple met at university.twinstwo children who were born on the same 

day to the same mother:The twins look very alike. | She gave birth to identical  

twins (=twins who look very similar to each other, because they were born almost at  

the same time and were formed from the same egg).duotwo people who perform 

together or who are often seen together:The comedy duo were best known for their  

performance in the film 'The Blues Brothers'. | Siobhan Fahey was in a popular singing  

duo called Shakespears Sister.dueta piece of music written for two people to play:Kiki  

Dee sang a duet with Elton John. | They played a duet by Brahms.a table for twoa 

table for two people - used in restaurants:We'd like a table for two, please.a double 

room/a doublea room that has a bed for two people in it, especially in a hotel:I’d like  

to book a double room.a double beda bed for two people:There was a nice big double  

bed.a twin rooma room with two separate single beds, especially in a hotel:We asked 

for a twin room, and they’ve give us a double.twin bedstwo separate single beds:The 

room had twin beds separated by a small bedside table  

type /taɪp/ noun  one member of a group of people or things that have similar 

features or qualitiesADJECTIVES/NOUNS + typethis/that type He is not suited to this 
type of work.different types I’ve worked with many different types of people over the 
years.a particular/certain type Have you driven this particular type of car before?a 

new type Their engineers designed a new type of engine.the same type I use 
the same type of software at work.various types We studied how well the plant grows 
in various types of climate.some types Some types of crime are actually 

decreasing.the main type There are two main types of gas in the Earth’s atmosphere: 
nitrogen and oxygen.blood type (=one of the classes into which human blood can be 

separated) Mother and child had the same blood type.skin/hair type The best 
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shampoo for you depends on your hair type.personality type (=the particular type of 

character a person has) Find out your personality type by answering our simple 
questionnaire.soil type (=for example, sandy soil or clay soil) The plant thrives in a 

wide range of soil types.PREPOSITIONSa type of sth There are various types of rose 
bush growing in her garden.PHRASESof a/the type He pulled out a tiny gun of the 
type you see in cowboy films.of this/that/each/every type I’ve never seen a car of 

this type before.THESAURUS: typekind/sorta type of person or thing. Kind is  

more common than type in everyday spoken English. Type is the usual word to use in  

scientific or technical contexts:What kind of fish is this? | What kind of food do you 

like? | There were all kinds of people there. | The study is the first of its kind in  

Ireland.sort especially BrEa type of person or thing. Sort is less formal than type, and  

is used especially in everyday British English:What sort of person is she? | I like all  

sorts of music.formone type of something from all the ones that are possible – used 

especially when things have different physical characteristics, or in certain fixed 

phrases:There are many forms of heart disease. | Melanoma is a form of skin  

cancer. | The first primitive life forms consumed various materials, including hydrogen 

sulfide, and released oxygen. | In those days, horses were the commonest form of  

transport. | We need to use alternative forms of energy. | a popular form of  

entertainmentvarietya type that is slightly different from others in the same 

group:The French make many varieties of cheese. | This is a new variety  

of apple.speciesa type of plant or animal, which can breed together to produce plants  

or animals of the same type:These forests contain many species of trees. | The giant  

panda is an endangered species.of a ... nature formalused when talking about a  

particular type of thing:Many people find it embarrassing to discuss problems of a  

sexual nature. | Minor incidents of this nature normally occur about once a  

month.categorya group of people or things that are all of the same type – used when 

there is a clear system for deciding which group something belongs to:The three major  

categories of rock are: igneous, metamorphic, and sedimentary. | She won the best  

actress category at the Oscars.brandused when talking about the particular way that  

someone does something or thinks about something, when this is very different from 

that of other people:She has her own special brand of humour. | He has called for a  

more positive brand of politics.genre formala type of art, music, literature etc that has  

a particular style or feature:He has written novels in several genres, most notably  

science fiction.A TYPE OF PRODUCTbrandthe name of a type of product made by a  

company, especially one that you use every day such as food or cleaning products:a 

survey to find out which brand of toothpaste people prefer | advertising for a well-

known brand of cigarettesmakea type of product made by a particular company – used  

especially about things such as machines, equipment, or cars:“What make of car do 

you drive?” “A Ford.”modelone particular type or design of a vehicle, machine etc:The 

new models are much faster.  
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typhoon /ˌtaɪˈfuːn◂/ noun  THESAURUS > wind 

typical /ˈtɪpɪkəl/ adjective  having the usual features or qualities of a particular 

group or thingADVERBSfairly typical Her reaction is fairly typical of someone her 
age.absolutely/entirely typical His own story is absolutely typical.sth is by no 

means typical (=it is not typical at all) The house is by no means typical of the other 
houses in the area.NOUNSa typical example/case This painting is a typical example 
of the artist’s work.a typical day/week/month etc On a typical day, students go to 

classes from 7.30 a.m. to 1.15 p.m.a typical feature This type of ceiling is a typical 
feature of Moroccan architecture.a typical scenario (=a typical situation that might 
happen) I know this doesn’t sound like a very typical scenario.VERBSseem typical (of 

sth) It seemed typical of the sort of poem we had to read at 
school.PREPOSITIONStypical of sb/sth “He was late.” "How typical of 

him.”THESAURUS: 

typicalclassicexample | case | illustration | symptom | mistakeused to describe  

a very typical and very good example of something:The research was a classic  

example of great teamwork. | It was a classic case of the cure being worse than the 

disease. | She was displaying all the classic symptoms of depression. | Another classic  

mistake is to forget to take your medicine.archetypalthe archetypal person or thing is  

the most typical example of that kind of person or thing, and has all their most  

important qualities:Indiana Jones is the archetypal adventure hero. | With his tweed 

jacket he looks like the archetypal Englishman. | Finchingfield is the archetypal  

English village, with rows of pretty cottages. | Ralph Lauren has become the designer  

who most represents the archetypal American way of life.quintessentialused when 

you want to emphasize that someone or something is the very best example of  

something – used especially when you admire them very much:This book is  

the quintessential guide to New York. | Robert Plant is the quintessential rock ‘n’ roll  

singer. | Hassleholm is the quintessential small town where nothing happens. | Large 

areas of the quintessential California landscape are in danger of disappearing. | For me 

he is the quintessential definition of leadership (=he has all the most typical qualities of  

someone who is a good leader).characteristicvery typical of a particular type of thing,  

or of someone’s character or usual behaviour:These problems are a characteristic  

feature of modern life | He has his own characteristic style of playing the guitar. | Each  

species of bird has its own characteristic song. | What gives Paris its characteristic  

charm? | the characteristic symptoms of the disease | The stone is characteristic of the 

area.stereotypicalimage | idea | viewhaving the characteristics that many people  

believe a particular type of person or thing has – used when you think these beliefs are  

not true:Hollywood films are full of stereotypical images of women as wives and 

mothers. | He challenges stereotypical ideas about people with disabilities. | The 

police, like most people, have stereotypical views about  

criminals.representativesample | selectioncontaining the most common types of  
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people or things that are found in something, and showing what it is usually like:The 

study was based on a representative sample of college students. | The exhibition has  

brought together a representative selection of her paintings.be the epitome of  

sth formalto be the best or clearest possible example of a particular type of person or  

thing, or of a particular quality:His house was thought to be the epitome of good 

taste. | The dictator is the epitome of evil. | This painting represents the epitome 

of Turner's genius as an artist.  

tyre BrE tire AmE /taɪə $ taɪr/ noun  a thick rubber ring that fits around the 

wheel of a car, bicycle etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS + tyrea front tyre I bought a set of 
new front tires.a rear/back tyre We had to change one of the back tyres.a spare 

tyre The spare tyre is in the boot.a flat tyre (=one that does not have any air inside 
it) I had a flat tyre and had to push my bike all the way home.a worn tyre (=one on 
which the pattern of lines has almost gone) The car skidded because the tires were 

badly worn.a bald tyre (=one which has worn completely smooth) Police officers 
noticed that the car had two bald tyres.a punctured tyre (=with a hole in it made by 
something sharp) I always carry a bicycle repair kit in case I get a punctured tire.a 

burst tyre On lap two, Millar had a burst tire and crashed.snow tyres (=used when 
driving on snow or ice) Most folk switch to snow tires for the winter.a 

car/lorry/bicycle etc tyre They sell and fit car tyres.VERBSchange a tyre Do you 
know how to change a tyre?check the tyres (=make sure there is enough air in 
them) Always check the tires before a long journey.puncture a tyre (=make a hole in 

it – used of something sharp) I rode over a sharp twig, which punctured the tyre.a tyre 
bursts/blows (=the air suddenly comes out because it gets a hole in it) I was driving 
along when suddenly the front tire blew.tyre + NOUNStyre pressure (=the force of the 

air in a tyre) Have you checked the tyre pressure lately?tyre marks also tyre 
tracks (=marks left by tyres) There were tire marks on the road close to where the 
crash happened. 

Letter U 

ubiquitous /juːˈbɪkwɪtəs/ adjective  THESAURUS > common (1) 

ugly /ˈʌɡli/ adjective (uglierugliest)  1. very unpleasant to look atNOUNSan 

ugly man/woman/girl/person The general was a big ugly man with a beard.an 
ugly face This will take the smile off his ugly face!an ugly 

building/town/place They lived in an ugly industrial town.an ugly stain/mark The 
wine made an ugly stain on the carpet.an ugly colour BrE an ugly color AmE The 
walls were painted in an ugly brown colour.an ugly scar The knife attack left him with 

an ugly scar running from his ear to his chin.an ugly monster/beast The story is 
about an ugly monster who falls in love with a beautiful princess.an ugly 
duckling (=an ugly person or thing – used especially about one that later becomes 

beautiful) Felicity revealed she was an ugly duckling and none of the boys at school 
wanted to kiss her.sb’s ugly mug informal (=someone’s ugly face) I never want to see 
his ugly mug again!ADVERBSreally/incredibly ugly I thought I was really ugly when I 

was a teenager.hideously ugly (=extremely ugly) His face was hideously ugly.sth is 
plain ugly/downright ugly (=very ugly – used when saying strongly that you dislike 
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something) The yellow plastic chairs were just plain ugly.VERBSlook ugly Do you think 

the glasses make me look ugly?PHRASESas ugly as sin (=extremely ugly) These dogs 
are as ugly as sin but some people find them appealing.the ugliest ... I’ve ever 

seen She was wearing the ugliest pair of shoes I’d ever seen.THESAURUS: 

uglyhideouscreature | monster | face | clothes | shirt | jacket | tie | shoesextr

emely ugly:The picture made her look like some kind of hideous monster. | His hideous  

face twisted into a smile. | Father was wearing a hideous orange tie with white  

dots.grotesquefigure | face | mask | creature | character | appearance | image 

| scene | imitation | parody | caricatureextremely ugly, especially in a strange or  

unnatural way:His paintings are full of grotesque figures. | The dancers wore grotesque  

masks. | He looked like some grotesque character from a horror movie. | She sucked 

in her cheeks, in a grotesque imitation of a girl in a fashion  

magazine.revoltingcolour | mess | sight | man | womanextremely ugly, so that  

you almost feel sick – used especially when you strongly dislike someone or  

something:The door was painted a revolting purple colour. | They had left a revolting  

mess all over the floor. | His neck was covered in blood – it was a revolting  

sight. | He’s a  

nasty revolting little man.repulsiveface | man | woman | appearanceextremely  

ugly – used especially when you feel you cannot look at someone or  

something:His repulsive face was hidden under a mass of black  

hair. | Women found him repulsive. | Snakes were repulsive 

to her.unattractiveman | woman | child | girl | place | location | town | buildin

g | colour | person | face | appearancenot pleasant to look 

at. Unattractive sounds more formal and less strong than ugly:In the film she plays  

an unattractive woman who is trying to find a husband. | They lived in  

an unattractive modern town. | The water was an unattractive green colour. | They 

want to improve the unattractive appearance of the city. | She found him physically  

unattractive.unsightly formalbuilding | mark | stain | spot | hair | pile | appear

anceunpleasant to look at, and spoiling the appearance of something:The old city is  

now full of unsightly office buildings. | The cream is useful for hiding unsightly  

marks on the skin. | Unsightly red spots started to appear on her face. | Unsightly  

hair can be removed using laser treatment. | There were unsightly piles of litter in the 

driveway. | People complained about the unsightly general appearance of the 

pylons.plainwoman | girl | facea plain woman or girl is not beautiful or  

attractive:The photograph was of a plain round-faced woman. | She was a plain  

girl with orange hair and glasses. | Her rather plain face was white with  

tension.homely AmEwoman | girl | man | facea homely person is not beautiful or  

attractive:The door was opened by a large homely woman. | He stared at the homely  

face of his grandmother. If something looks ugly and spoils the view, you can say  
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that it is an eyesore or a blot on the landscape: The wind farm is a blot on the  

landscape. ANTONYMS → beautiful2. frightening because people are behaving in a 

violent way, or are likely to become violentNOUNSan ugly situation/incident It was a 

very ugly situation and people could have been hurt.ugly scenes There were ugly 
scenes outside the courtroom.an ugly argument/dispute/quarrel They became 

involved in an ugly dispute with their neighbours about who owned the land.an ugly 
fight/confrontation The meeting ended in an ugly confrontation between 
demonstrators and the police.an ugly atmosphere There was an ugly atmosphere at 

the game.VERBSbecome ugly also get/turn ugly more informal We decided to leave 
before things got ugly. 

ultimatum /ˌʌltəˈmeɪtəm, ˌʌltɪˈmeɪtəm/ noun  a threat to punish someone if they 

do not do somethingVERBSgive sb an ultimatum My boss gave me an ultimatum: get 

better results or find another job.issue/deliver an ultimatum (=officially give 
someone an ultimatum) The authorities issued an ultimatum to the students to end 
their protest or face arrest.present sb with an ultimatum formal (=give them 

one) The two sides had been presented with an ultimatum to reach an agreement by 
the weekend.receive an ultimatum They had received an ultimatum to withdraw 
troops before noon.comply with an ultimatum (=do what someone 

wants) They complied with an ultimatum to surrender weapons.ignore an 
ultimatum (=not do what someone wants) He ignored their ultimatum to reveal who 

had given him the information.PREPOSITIONSan ultimatum from sb He started to 
help more around the house, following an ultimatum from his wife.PHRASESthe terms 
of an ultimatum The terms of the ultimatum required them to leave before Friday. 

 

umbrella /ʌmˈbrelə/ noun [C]  a thing that you hold up to protect 

yourself from the rainVERBSopen/put up your umbrella It started to rain so 
I put up my umbrella.take down/fold up your umbrella He took down his 
umbrella and went into the station.take an umbrella (with you) If you go for a 

walk, take your umbrella.carry an umbrella A woman carrying an umbrella 
walked up to the ticket office.ADJECTIVESa rolled umbrella also a furled 
umbrella formal (=an umbrella that is folded because you are not using it) The 

woman attacked him with a furled umbrella.an open umbrella There was an 
open umbrella drying in the hall.NOUNS + umbrellaa golf umbrella They 
sheltered under his huge golf umbrella.umbrella + NOUNSan umbrella stand I 

left my umbrella on the umbrella stand in the hallway.PREPOSITIONSunder sb’s 

umbrella Do you mind if I come under your umbrella?THESAURUS: 

umbrellaparasola thing like an umbrella that provides shade from the 

sun:She wore a yellow silk dress and carried a parasol.  

 

unable /ʌnˈeɪbəl/ adjective [not before noun]  not able to do 

somethingADVERBScompletely/totally unable to do sth also utterly unable to do 
sth formal I was completely unable to work out the answer.almost/nearly/virtually 

unable to do sth It was so hot I was virtually unable to breathe.quite unable to do 
sth formal (=completely unable) She was quite unable to resist his charm.VERBSfeel 
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unable to do sth After hours of walking, he felt unable to continue.leave sb unable 

to do sth The accident left him unable to walk.find yourself unable to do 
sth formal We found ourselves unable to refuse his offer.PHRASESunwilling or unable 

to do sth They were unwilling or unable to give us more information. Be unable  

to or can’t/couldn’t?Be unable to sounds more formal than can’t/couldn’t, which  

are more common in everyday spoken English.Be unable to can be used with  

adverbs such as completely or totally: He was completely unable to remember the  

accident. With can’t/couldn’t, you use at all: He couldn’t remember the accident at  

all.  

unacceptable /ˌʌnəkˈseptəbəl◂/ adjective  so wrong or bad that it should not be 

allowedADVERBScompletely/totally/wholly unacceptable We find their 
attitude completely unacceptable.simply unacceptable (=used when you want to 
emphasize that you strongly disapprove of something) The child’s bad manners 

were simply unacceptable.politically unacceptable Such a decision was politically 
unacceptable for the government.socially unacceptable Driving while you’re drunk 
has become socially unacceptable.morally unacceptable It would be morally 

unacceptable to treat children in that way.VERBSbe considered (to be) 
unacceptable That sort of behaviour would be considered unacceptable.be regarded 

as unacceptable (=be considered unacceptable) Taking drugs in sport is generally 
regarded as unacceptable.NOUNSunacceptable behaviour BrE unacceptable 
behavior AmE Her unacceptable behaviour caused arguments.an unacceptable 

level/degree Burning coal produces unacceptable levels of pollution.an unacceptable 
risk We don’t want the company taking unacceptable risks with our 
money.PREPOSITIONSsth is unacceptable to sb His views are unacceptable to many 

people.PHRASESit is unacceptable for sb to do sth In those days it was unacceptable 
for women to smoke in public 

unanimous /juːˈnænəməs, juːˈnænɪməs/ adjective  agreed or decided by 

everyone in a groupADVERBSalmost/nearly/virtually unanimous The question 

produced an almost unanimous response.NOUNSa unanimous decision/choice The 
managers made a unanimous decision to spend the money. | It’s difficult to get 
children to make a unanimous choice.a unanimous vote/verdict The 

jury’s verdict was unanimous – not guilty. | This is clearly a popular choice – the vote 
was unanimous.unanimous agreement/approval/consent There has to 

be unanimous agreement of the members. | There was unanimous consent among 
council members. | The decision would require the unanimous approval of all 
governments.unanimous support/backing People in the village have given the idea 

their unanimous support. | Teachers have given the plan their unanimous backing.the 
unanimous view/opinion This was the unanimous view of club members. | It is the 
unanimous opinion of the team that the match should not be 

cancelled.PREPOSITIONSunanimous on/about sth British voters are unanimous 
on this issue.unanimous in doing sth Parents were unanimous in wanting more 
information.PHRASESbe far from unanimous (=there is a lot of disagreement) We 

expected complete agreement but opinion is far from unanimous. 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [2300] 

unattractive /ˌʌnəˈtræktɪv◂/ adjective  THESAURUS > ugly (1) 

unaware AC /ˌʌnəˈweə $ -ˈwer/ adjective  not noticing or realizing what is 

happeningADVERBStotally/completely/entirely/wholly unaware Children were 
playing next to the railway line, totally unaware of the danger. | She was completely 

unaware that she was being watched.quite unaware BrE (=completely unaware) Kate 
seemed quite unaware that she had offended me.largely unaware Employers 
were largely unaware of the changes the government was introducing.blissfully 

unaware (=happy and not realizing something bad) He laughed, blissfully 
unaware that he was the target of the joke.apparently/seemingly unaware The man 
broke into the house, apparently unaware that he was being 

filmed.VERBSseem/appear unaware The handsome young 
man seemed totally unaware of the effect he was having on the girls. | Mary’s 
husband appeared blissfully unaware that he was causing her great 

embarrassment.remain unaware Most people remained largely unaware of the change 
to the law.PREPOSITIONSunaware of sth Tom seemed to go through life 
totally unaware of the trouble he was causing. 

uncertain /ʌnˈsɜːtn $ -ɜːr-/ adjective  not sure, clear, definite, or 

decidedVERBSremain uncertain The date of her departure remains 
uncertain.look/seem uncertain His future career seemed uncertain.feel 

uncertain Paul felt uncertain about what to do next.become uncertain Many 
employees have become uncertain about their future.ADVERBShighly/extremely 
uncertain The future of the company is highly uncertain.NOUNSan uncertain 

future/fate The economy is in trouble and the country faces an uncertain future.an 
uncertain world We live in an uncertain world.uncertain times In these uncertain 
times you never know what will happen next.PREPOSITIONSuncertain about sth He 

was uncertain about the purpose of the meeting.uncertain of sb/sth Madeleine was 
very young and uncertain of herself. | He was still uncertain of his own 
ability.PHRASESin no uncertain terms also in no uncertain manner/fashion (=in a 

very clear way that leaves no doubt) Her father had told her in no uncertain terms that 
she must not see this man again. 

uncertainty /ʌnˈsɜːtnti $ -ˈsɜːr-/ noun  a feeling of doubt about what will 

happenADJECTIVESconsiderable uncertainty/a lot of uncertainty There 
is considerable uncertainty about the team’s future.growing/increasing/increased 
uncertainty Party members have expressed growing uncertainty about his 

leadership.continuing uncertainty There is continuing uncertainty about the best way 
to tackle the problem.economic/financial uncertainty We are living in a period 
of financial uncertainty.political uncertainty Political uncertainty often has a negative 

effect on a country’s economy.VERBScause/create uncertainty The changes in oil 
prices have created a lot of uncertainty.face uncertainty Farmers 
are facing increasing uncertainty about their future.feel uncertainty Ellie felt a strange 

uncertainty about whether she was doing the right thing.uncertainty surrounds 
sth Uncertainty surrounds the president’s visit.PREPOSITIONSuncertainty about/over 
sth There is a lot of uncertainty about the company’s future.PHRASESa feeling of 

uncertainty The changes resulted in a general feeling of uncertainty.a 
degree/element/note of uncertainty There is always a degree of uncertainty about 
the outcome of any military operation.an area of uncertainty (=something which 

people are not certain about) Many of the issues have been resolved, but there are still 
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some areas of uncertainty.a time/period of uncertainty The country is going through 

a period of uncertainty.a climate of uncertainty The security scares have created a 
climate of uncertainty and distrust. 

unclear /ˌʌnˈklɪə◂ $ -ˈklɪr◂/ adjective  difficult to understand or be sure about, so 

that there is doubt or confusion GrammarUnclear is not usually used before a  

noun. ADVERBSvery unclear The situation is very unclear.still unclear The 

circumstances surrounding his death are still unclear.as yet unclear (=still 
unclear) The significance of these results is as yet unclear.VERBSremain unclear What 
he was hoping to achieve remains unclear.be left unclear At the end of the book, the 

hero’s fate is left unclear.NOUNSthe reason/motive/cause is unclear The motive for 
the attack is still unclear.the situation/position is unclear The 
situation remained unclear at the end of the month.the details are 

unclear Although the details are unclear, we understand that four people have been 
injured.the meaning is unclear If the punctuation is not correct the meaning may 
be unclear.a law/rule is unclear The present law is unclear.PHRASESit is unclear 

whether/how/why etc It was unclear what had happened. 

uncomfortable /ʌnˈkʌmftəbəl, -ˈkʌmfət- $ -ˈkʌmfərt-, -ˈkʌmft-/ adjective  not 

feeling comfortable or relaxedADVERBSextremely uncomfortable Her questions made 

him extremely uncomfortable.distinctly uncomfortable (=very clearly 
uncomfortable) I began to feel distinctly uncomfortable about the situation.slightly 
uncomfortable Slater always felt slightly uncomfortable before a 

performance.VERBSfeel uncomfortable Men often feel uncomfortable when talking 
about their feelings.look/appear/seem uncomfortable He looked uncomfortable in 
his formal suit.become/grow 

uncomfortable She became increasingly uncomfortable in the crowded train 
carriage.make sb uncomfortable Her praise seemed to make him 
uncomfortable.NOUNSan uncomfortable feeling She had the uncomfortable 

feeling that she had made a mistake.an uncomfortable experience A job interview 
can be a very uncomfortable experience.an uncomfortable atmosphere The 
argument had left an uncomfortable atmosphere in the room.an uncomfortable 

silence There was a long uncomfortable silence.an uncomfortable question The 
minister had to face some uncomfortable questions from reporters.an uncomfortable 

position/situation She was put in the uncomfortable position of having to lie to 
protect her boss.an uncomfortable reminder (=something that makes you 
remember something bad) The photograph was an uncomfortable reminder of how 

much weight he had gained.an uncomfortable truth/fact The uncomfortable truth is 
that not all parents care properly for their children.PREPOSITIONSuncomfortable 
about sth She felt uncomfortable about the questions he was asking.uncomfortable 

with sb/sth He was uncomfortable with the idea of having to borrow 

money.THESAURUS: uncomfortable→ embarrassing  

uncommon /ʌnˈkɒmən $ -ˈkɑː-/ adjective  THESAURUS > rare 

unconscious /ʌnˈkɒnʃəs $ -ˈkɑːn-/ adjective  1. unable to see, move, feel etc in 

the normal way because you are not consciousADVERBScompletely/totally 
unconscious When we found him, he was completely unconscious.VERBSremain 

unconscious The patient remained unconscious for several minutes.be found 
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unconscious He was found unconscious lying in a pool of blood.be left 

unconscious The man had been attacked and left unconscious.render sb 
unconscious formal (=make someone unconscious) The blow rendered him 

unconscious.become unconscious After the injection, she quickly became 
unconscious.knock/beat sb unconscious They kicked him and beat him 
unconscious.lie unconscious The boy lay unconscious on the ground.2. not realizing 

somethingADVERBStotally/completely/quite unconscious of sth If I was jealous, I 
was totally unconscious of it.NOUNSan unconscious desire/wish She probably did it 
out of an unconscious desire to shock.an unconscious feeling He may have been 

suffering from an unconscious feeling of fear.the unconscious mind (=things people 
feel without being aware of it) Psychologists are interested in how the unconscious 
mind affects our decisions.PHRASESon an unconscious level It’s possible that on an 

unconscious level he was trying to get her attention. 

unconventional /ˌʌnkənˈvenʃənəl◂/ adjective  THESAURUS > unusual 

under /ˈʌndə $ -ər/ preposition adverb  below or at a lower level than something, 

or covered by something: Wendy had hidden the box under her bed. We sailed under 

the Golden Gate Bridge. He was wearing a jacket under his coat. Under her arm, she 
carried a large portfolio.PHRASESunder the stars (=outside at night, not in a house or 

building) In summer, we often slept under the stars.THESAURUS: underbelowin  

a lower position than something else, though not always directly under it:From the 

cliffs we could barely see the people on the beach below us. | His apartment is below 

ours on the left.underneathunder – used especially to emphasize that something  

covers, touches, or hides something:I found the book underneath the sofa. | The boat  

glided underneath a bridge. | The girls wear shorts underneath their  

skirts.beneathunder or at a lower level. Beneath sounds more formal than under and 

is mainly used in written descriptions:They walked hand in hand beneath the summer  

moon. | The water lies just beneath the surface of the earth.  

underestimate /ˌʌndərˈestɪmeɪt/ verb  to think that something is less big, less 

important etc than it really isADVERBSseriously underestimate sth We seriously 
underestimated how much it would cost.massively/grossly/vastly etc 

underestimate sth The government massively underestimated the extent of the 
problem.NOUNSunderestimate the size/number/extent etc of sth They admitted 
that they underestimated the size of the debt.underestimate the importance of 

sth/sb It would be hard to underestimate her importance as an American 
writer.underestimate sb’s ability He said he initially underestimated the ability of his 
opponent.ANTONYMS → overestimate 

undergo AC /ˌʌndəˈɡəʊ $ ˌʌndərˈɡoʊ/ verb  to experience something, or have 

something done to youNOUNSundergo a change The country 
has undergone massive changes in recent years. | The equipment 

has undergone several important design changes in recent years.undergo a 
transformation (=change completely) After the accident, his personality underwent a 
complete transformation.undergo treatment/surgery/an operation The 

cyclist underwent emergency surgery yesterday after a collision with a car.undergo 
tests/trials He is undergoing tests for pneumonia.undergo training Doctors have 
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to undergo six years of training.undergo repairs/restoration The ship is 

currently undergoing extensive repairs.undergo 
questioning/interrogation (=answer questions from the police) Mrs 

White underwent 20 hours of questioning, and admitted nothing. 

undergraduate /ˌʌndəˈɡrædʒuət◂, ˌʌndəˈɡrædʒuɪt◂ $ -ər-/ noun, adjective  a 

student at college or university, who is working for their first degreeADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ undergraduatea first-year/second-year etc undergraduate She’s a second-year 

undergraduate at Exeter University.a chemistry/history/philosophy etc 
undergraduate She is a third-year chemistry undergraduate at Imperial College, 
London.a Harvard/Yale/Cambridge etc undergraduate He was a Harvard 

undergraduate with a bright future ahead of him.undergraduate + NOUNSan 
undergraduate student Undergraduate students often have part-time jobs to help 
pay for their studies.an undergraduate course The college offers undergraduate 

courses in computing.an undergraduate degree For my undergraduate degree I 
studied chemistry.sb’s undergraduate studies He began his undergraduate studies at 
York last year.sb’s undergraduate years He spent his undergraduate years at 

Yale.undergraduate teaching/education The quality of undergraduate teaching at 
the university is very high.undergraduate admissions (=the number of people who 

start studying at a university as undergraduates) Undergraduate admissions have 
increased this year.at undergraduate level We offer a wide range of courses at 
undergraduate level. 

underlying AC /ˌʌndəˈlaɪ-ɪŋ◂ $ -ər-/ adjective  used about causes, reasons, 

principles etc that are important but are not obvious or not mentionedNOUNSthe 
underlying cause/reason Stress is the underlying cause of many illnesses.the 
underlying motive She is interested in the underlying motives that guide human 

actions.an underlying assumption (=an idea that is not proved but that someone 
bases their opinions on) There is an underlying assumption that new technology is 
always a good thing.the underlying problem Little is being done to correct the 

system’s underlying problems.the underlying theme (=the main subject or idea in a 
book, speech, film etc) Death and rebirth are underlying themes in all of his novels.the 
underlying message (=the idea that someone is trying to express) The underlying 

message of his speech was that the economic good times are over.the underlying 
meaning You have to read the poem closely to discover its underlying meaning.an 

underlying principle (=a belief about what is right and wrong) Their actions go 
against the underlying principles of the Christian faith.the underlying 
philosophy (=set of ideas that guides behaviour or an activity) I don’t think the 

company’s underlying philosophy has ever changed.an underlying 
idea/aim/intention The government’s underlying aim is to encourage growth in the 

economy.THESAURUS: underlying→ basic (1)  

understand /ˌʌndəˈstænd $ -ər-/ verb  to know the meaning of something, or 

the reasons for something GrammarUnderstand is not used in progressive forms.  

Don’t say I am understanding or I was  

understanding. ADVERBSfully/completely/totally understand sth Jack was too 

young to fully understand why his mother had left.understand sb/sth perfectly I 
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understand perfectly what you’re saying but I don’t agree.not really 

understand Scientists still don’t really understand how the brain processes this 
information.understand sb/sth correctly If I understand him correctly, Smith is 

arguing that happiness comes from having a belief in your own ability.be little 
understood/poorly understood (=be something that no one knows much about) HIV 
and AIDS were little understood in the mid-1980s.be commonly/generally 

understood (=by most people) The Bernese Alps is generally understood to refer to 
the entire mountain range between the Interlaken Valley to the north and the Rhône 
Valley to the south.VERBScan/can’t understand The woman had a strong accent, and 

I couldn’t understand what she was saying.be starting/beginning to 
understand Doctors are beginning to understand what causes the disease.help sb 
understand This chapter will help students understand when to use the present 

tense.PHRASESbe easy/difficult to understand It is difficult to understand why he 
refused such a good offer.can easily understand I can easily understand her 
unwillingness to get involved.make yourself understood (=speak in a way that 

someone else understands) I’m not very good at German, but I can make myself 

understood.THESAURUS: understandseeto understand something. See is used 

mainly in spoken English when saying that you understand why something is true or  

what someone means:I can see why you don’t like him. | Do you see what I  

mean? | I see what you're saying. | Oh, I see! You want us to come back at 4  

o'clock. | They finally saw that he was telling the truth.get informalto understand  

something, especially a joke, what someone says, or the reasons why something is  

true:She didn’t seem to get the joke. | He explained the math homework twice, but I  

still don’t get it. | Do you get me? | I still don’t get why she left.comprehend formalto  

understand something, especially how big, serious, or important something is :They 

had failed to comprehend the significance of the problem. | We could not even begin  

to comprehend the extent of the disaster. | Philosophers and scientists have tried  

to comprehend the world, but only religion can help us find the truth. | The dream was 

easy to describe, but difficult to comprehend.followto understand something such as  

an explanation or story when you hear it, read it etc:His instructions were easy to  

follow. | The film's plot is hard to follow (=the story is hard to follow). | Do you follow 

what I'm saying? | I don't quite follow you (=used when you don't understand  

someone completely and you want them to explain).know what sb means spokento  

understand what someone is telling you, or what a situation is like, especially because 

you have some experience or knowledge about this:“It can be really hard to give up 

smoking.” “I know exactly what you mean.” | We now know what the scientists meant  

when they warned about global  

warming.graspconcept | idea | theory | fact | meaning | point | implication | sig

nificance | situationto completely understand a complicated idea, fact, situation  

etc:Many politicians still haven't really grasped the concept of climate change (=they 

have not understood the idea and what it means). | Some of his theories can be 

rather difficult for the ordinary reader to grasp. | People have yet to grasp the fact  
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that we cannot go on using up the Earth's resources at the present rate. | My students  

loved the sound of that poem but they couldn't quite grasp the meaning. | I don’t  

think Stuart really grasped the point I was making. | He seemed to grasp the 

situation perfectly.fathom (sth 

out) /ˈfæðəm/ formalmotives | reasons | mysteryto understand something, after  

thinking carefully about it - used when this seems very difficult or impossible:I  

still can't fathom his motives (=the reasons why he did something). | She looked at  

him, puzzled, trying to fathom the reasons for his actions. | They are trying to  

fathom one of the great mysteries of the universe. | The house would be warm again,  

once he had fathomed out how to work the heating system.make sense of sthto  

understand something that is not easy to understand, especially by thinking about  

it:People are still trying to make sense of the news. | It is hard to make sense of the 

results of the survey. | Language is one of the ways in which humans communicate  

and make sense of the world around them.can’t make head nor tail of  

sth informalused when something seems impossible to understand:I can’t make head 

nor tail of his plays, and I’m not sure that anyone else can either. | She tried looking at  

the instructions, but she couldn't make head nor tail of them.  

understanding /ˌʌndəˈstændɪŋ $ -ər-/ noun  knowledge about something, 

based on learning or experienceADJECTIVESa good understanding He seems to have 
a good understanding of the situation.a better/greater/deeper understanding We 
now have a better understanding of the causes of the disease.a clear 

understanding Before you begin, you need a clear understanding of what you want to 
achieve.a complete/thorough/full understanding The degree gives students 
a thorough understanding of the subject.a deep/profound understanding As a writer 

she shows a deep understanding of the human mind.a proper/real 
understanding They seem to lack any real understanding of the issues involved.a 
basic/fundamental understanding The aim of the examination is to test basic 

understanding of the written language.sufficient/adequate understanding Young 
children do not have sufficient understanding to make a decision like that.a limited 
understanding We have only a limited understanding of how the brain works.a poor 

understanding Most people have a poor understanding of the law.VERBShave an 
understanding The government doesn’t seem to have a clear understanding of the 
problem.gain/develop/acquire an understanding (=get an 

understanding) Scientists began to develop a better understanding of our solar 
system. | Engineers need to acquire a full understanding of the new 
regulations.demonstrate/show an understanding People applying for citizenship 

will have to demonstrate an understanding of the English language.increase/improve 
sb’s understanding also enhance sb’s understanding formal The classes really 
helped to increase our understanding of the subject.deepen/broaden sb’s 

understanding It is hoped that the research will broaden our understanding of the 
disease.need/require an understanding To do business in a country, 
you need an understanding of its customs.provide an understanding Cave 

drawings provide some understanding of how ancient people viewed their 
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world.PREPOSITIONSan understanding of sth If you lived here, you’d have a 

better understanding of the problems we face.an understanding about 
sth My understanding about that period of history was improved by reading the 

book.PHRASESa lack of understanding His remarks show an incredible lack of 
understanding about what is actually happening in the region.a level/degree of 
understanding (=amount of understanding) I was impressed by their high level of 

understanding of the law. 

understatement /ˌʌndəˈsteɪtmənt $ -dər-/ noun  a statement that is not 

strong enough to express how good, bad, impressive etc something really 
isADJECTIVESa huge/massive/gross understatement To say he was upset would be 

a gross understatement.typical/characteristic understatement (=that is typical of 
the way someone talks) “It went OK,” he said with typical understatement.PHRASESbe 
something of an understatement/a bit of an understatement (=used to 

emphasize that something is an understatement) She described the house as ‘large’, 
which was something of an understatement.the understatement of the 
week/month/year etc (=used to refer to a very large understatement) “This could 

be a slight problem,” he said, in the understatement of the year.to say ... is an 
understatement. To say I’m disappointed is an understatement. 

undertake AC /ˌʌndəˈteɪk $ -dər-/ verb formal  to start to do something, 

especially something that needs a lot of time and effortNOUNSundertake a 
task/project Dr Johnson undertook the task of writing a comprehensive English 
dictionary. | Every task he undertook was done with great determination.undertake 

work The work is being undertaken by a team of experts.undertake 
research Students may undertake full-time research leading to a doctorate.undertake 
a review/analysis The Court of Appeal decided to undertake a review of the 

case.undertake a journey/voyage You should not undertake a long journey if you 
are unwell.PHRASESsth is not to be undertaken lightly (=not to be started without 
serious thought, for example because it is difficult) It was not a voyage to be 

undertaken lightly.THESAURUS: undertake→ do 

undress /ʌnˈdres/ verb  to take your clothes off, or take someone else’s clothes 

off: Matt undressed and got into bed. Joe still needs an adult to undress 

him. GrammarIn everyday spoken English, you usually say get undressed: Can you  

help me get undressed? Undress on its own sounds more formal, and is mainly used  

in written descriptions. THESAURUS: undresstake sth offto remove a piece of  

clothing:“It’s warm in here,” said Michael, taking off his jacket. | Take your shoes off  

before you come in.removeto take off a piece of clothing. Remove is more formal  

than take off:Police officers told him to remove his clothes. | He removed his  

sweater.strip (off)to take off all or some of your clothes – used especially when you 

do this quickly, when someone has ordered you to do it, or in a way that is deliberately  

sexually exciting:Ben stripped off and got into the shower. | She stripped off her  

clothes and lay on the bed. | The women in the club screamed and clapped as the male  

dancers began to strip.get changedto take off your clothes and put on different  
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clothes:The boys ran up the stairs to get changed. | I’ll be ready in a second, I just  

have to get changed.undoto open a piece of clothing that is fastened:He started to  

undo his shirt. | Amy was struggling to undo her belt.  

uneasy /ʌnˈiːzi/ adjective  1. slightly nervous or worried because you think that 

something bad might happen or might have happenedADVERBSa 
little/slightly/vaguely uneasy She felt slightly uneasy when she noticed a spot of 
dried blood on his shoe.deeply/extremely/profoundly uneasy (=very uneasy) The 

way he looked at me made me deeply uneasy.increasingly uneasy Parents are 
becoming increasingly uneasy about the influence of the internet.VERBSfeel 
uneasy Tom began to feel uneasy when she still had not come home the next 

day.make sb uneasy The behavior of some of the guards towards the 
prisoners made me uneasy.become/get/grow uneasy She was alone, and as 
darkness fell, she began to grow a little uneasy.NOUNSan uneasy feeling/sense I had 

this uneasy feeling that I was being followed.PREPOSITIONSuneasy about sth With 
unemployment rising, people feel uneasy about the future.uneasy with sth Society is 
understandably uneasy with the idea that doctors should help someone to die.2. used 

to describe a period of time when people have agreed to stop fighting or arguing, but 
which is not really calmNOUNSan uneasy peace There was an uneasy peace in the 

region for nearly three years before the conflict started up again.an uneasy truce It 
was an uneasy truce, and tension was never far from the surface.an uneasy 
calm Things seemed quiet enough, but it was an uneasy calm.an uneasy 

alliance/relationship The Christian Democrats formed an uneasy alliance with the 
Socialists in order to stay in power.an uneasy compromise The result was an uneasy 
compromise which no-one much liked. 

unemployed /ˌʌnɪmˈplɔɪd◂/ adjective  without a jobVERBSbe unemployed Fifty 

per cent of the men in this town are unemployed. | I’ve only been unemployed for a 
few weeks.become unemployed He became unemployed after the factory where he 
worked closed down.NOUNSunemployed people Training is an important and effective 

way of helping unemployed people back to work.unemployed workers There are an 
estimated 3,000,000 unemployed workers.an unemployed man/woman An 
unemployed man was jailed for two years yesterday for burglary.an unemployed 

actor/teacher/engineer etc The firm was started by two unemployed 

engineers. GrammarUnemployed can also be used as a noun: The government plans  

to introduce a new scheme to help the long-term unemployed. (=people who have  

been unemployed for a long time) THESAURUS: unemployedout of  

workunemployed, especially for a long period of time, when you had a job  

before:I’ve been out of work for two years. | Many of the waiters are out-of-work  

actors.redundant BrEif someone is made redundant, they are told that they no longer  

have a job:He was made redundant earlier this year. | It can be difficult for redundant  

workers to find employment.joblesstotal | figures | rateused especially in news 

reports, when talking about the number of people who do not have a job:The jobless  

total has risen by 6% in the last year. | The latest jobless figures show that the 
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economy is continuing to grow. | The German jobless rate fell below 10 percent. You  

can also say that someone is looking for work: How long have you been looking for  

work? This sounds less direct than saying that someone is unemployed.You say that  

someone is on the dole (BrE) or on welfare (AmE) when they are receiving money  

from the government because they do not have a job: I didn’t want to go back on the  

dole. Many people on welfare don’t have anyone to take care of their kids while they  

train for a job.  

unemployment /ˌʌnɪmˈplɔɪmənt/ noun  a situation in which people cannot get 

a jobADJECTIVES/NOUNS + unemploymenthigh unemployment (=many people do not 

have a job) They live in a town where unemployment is high.low 
unemployment (=few people do not have a job) The area has 
the lowest unemployment in Europe.rising/increasing unemployment Rising 

unemployment led to more crime.falling unemployment Politicians want a growing 
economy with falling unemployment.mass/large-scale unemployment (=very large 
numbers of people are unemployed) No-one wants a return to the mass 

unemployment of the 1930s. | Large-scale unemployment among young people could 
have terrible social consequences.long-term unemployment (=people are 
unemployed for a long time) It can be difficult to help people out of long-term 

unemployment.widespread unemployment (=in many places) The collapse of the 
currency led to widespread unemployment.youth/male/female etc 
unemployment (=the number of young people/men/women etc unemployed) Youth 

unemployment has reached 50%.VERBS + unemploymentreduce/cut 
unemployment The government’s main aim is to reduce unemployment. | The 
government is spending more on projects to cut unemployment.combat/fight 

unemployment (=reduce or prevent it) The best way for the unions to combat 
unemployment was to defend existing jobs.face unemployment (=be going to be 
unemployed) Hundreds of workers now face unemployment.experience 

unemployment Anyone who has experienced unemployment knows that it is not 
pleasant.unemployment + VERBSunemployment goes up/increases/rises During 
their term in office unemployment increased by 50%.unemployment 

soars (=increases quickly to a high level) The economic crisis has seen unemployment 
soar.unemployment goes down/drops/falls Unemployment continued 
to fall.unemployment stands at sth (=it is at a particular level) Unemployment stood 

at over 10%.unemployment hits/reaches sth (=it becomes a particular high 
level) This year, unemployment hit the one million mark.unemployment + NOUNSthe 
unemployment rate The unemployment rate was 17%.unemployment 

figures/statistics They publish monthly unemployment figures for the UK.an 
unemployment blackspot BrE (=an area where there is higher unemployment than in 

other places) The town became an unemployment blackspot after the factory 
closed.PREPOSITIONSunemployment among sb Unemployment among young men is 
45% in some areas.PHRASESa rise/increase in unemployment The crisis meant a 

sharp rise in unemployment.a fall/reduction in unemployment We are hoping to see 
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a fall in unemployment.the level/rate of unemployment The country is suffering 

from a high rate of unemployment. 

unfair /ˌʌnˈfeə◂ $ -ˈfer◂/ adjective  not right or fairADVERBSgrossly/extremely 

unfair The system was grossly unfair.most unfair spoken (=very unfair) I think it 

is most unfair of the court to punish a man for protecting his house from 
burglars.totally unfair It’s totally unfair to blame one player when the team doesn’t 
play well.rather unfair I feel that this criticism is rather unfair.a little/slightly 

unfair also a bit unfair BrE spoken You’re being a little unfair on 
him.blatantly/manifestly/patently unfair (=very obviously unfair) The newspaper 
called the decision blatantly unfair.NOUNSan unfair advantage The rich clubs can 

afford to buy the best players, which gives them an unfair advantage.unfair 
competition/trade (=when not everyone has the same opportunity in business) Our 
industry will suffer from unfair competition if other governments increase their farming 

subsidy.unfair dismissal (=when someone is illegally made to leave their job) She 
took the company to a tribunal for unfair dismissal.unfair practices (=when a 
company or organization acts unfairly) The legislation forbids a number of unfair 

practices used in the past by some employers.VERBSthink sth is unfair I think it’s 
unfair that I have to do all the work.consider sth unfair/regard sth as 

unfair (=think that something is unfair – more formal) She regarded the judgement as 
unfair and tried to get it overturned.PREPOSITIONSunfair to/towards sb He shouldn’t 

get special treatment – it would be unfair to the other students.THESAURUS: 

unfairnot fairunfair:It’s not fair that people are paying different prices for the same 

tickets.unjustnot fair or right according to the principles of a particular  

society:Sihanouk called the US decision ‘unjust and unfair’. | She believed it was an 

illegal and unjust war. | They want these unjust laws changed.unequalunfair because 

people are treated in different ways or because some people have more power than  

others:We live in a deeply unequal society. | They discussed the unequal distribution of  

global resources.inequitable formalunfair because people are treated in different  

ways, or because some people have more power than others:The 

current system is inequitable, because it makes it possible for rich people to buy a  

place at university. | There is substantial evidence of inequitable treatment of women 

by the justice system. | The new law was intended to improve the grossly inequitable  

distribution of land (=extremely unfair).biasedunfairly against or in favour of a  

particular group:Some of the reporting was incredibly biased. | His account of what  

happened was completely biased. | The policy was biased against women. | The trade 

laws are biased in favour of rich countries. | There were claims that prison bosses  

were racially biased.TREATING PEOPLE UNFAIRLY BECAUSE OF THEIR RACE, SEX, AGE  

ETCprejudicedtreating someone unfairly and having an unreasonable dislike of them 

because of their race, sex etc, or because they are old, disabled etc:I don’t want to  

sound prejudiced, but I do think women are better at this type of job. | Some people  

are prejudiced against older workers. | The media had very prejudiced 

attitudes towards disabled people.racisttreating someone unfairly because of their  
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race:He denied making racist remarks about another player. | Children pick up racist  

attitudes from their parents.sexisttreating someone unfairly because of their sex:He 

had made sexist comments to several women in the office. | The show was about two 

female inspectors who had trouble with their sexist bosses.ageisttreating someone 

unfairly because of their age – used especially when old people are unfairly  

treated:Ageist attitudes result in older people being discriminated against in the 

workplace.homophobictreating someone unfairly because they are gay:Many of his  

songs are homophobic.  

unfashionable /ʌnˈfæʃənəbəl/ adjective  not popular or fashionable at the 

present timeVERBSbecome unfashionable His work became unfashionable after his 

death.ADVERBSdeeply unfashionable (=very unfashionable) Marriage was regarded 
as deeply unfashionable.NOUNSan unfashionable area/part of a place They lived in 
an unfashionable part of London.an unfashionable view/idea I know this is 

an unfashionable view, but I think that children need to have clear rules. 

unfasten /ʌnˈfɑːsən/ verb  to open the two sides of a piece of clothing, bag, belt 

etcNOUNSunfasten your coat/jacket It was hot in the waiting-room, so 

I unfastened my coat.unfasten your belt/seatbelt Please do not unfasten your 
seatbelt until the plane has landed.unfasten the buttons on your shirt/dress 

etc He unfastened the buttons on his shirt and took it off.THESAURUS: 

unfastenundobutton | belt | zip | jacket | shirt | coat | tieto unfasten clothes or  

unfasten buttons, zips etc on clothes. Undo is more informal than unfasten:My 

fingers were so cold that I couldn’t undo the buttons on my jacket. | He undid his belt  

and took off his trousers.untieapron | shoes | laces | scarfto unfasten the knot that  

fastens shoes, a tie, a scarf etc:Jozia untied her apron and hung it on the hook by the 

door. | He untied his shoes and kicked them 

off.unbuttonshirt | blouse | coat | jacket | flies/fly | dressto unfasten the buttons  

on a piece of clothing:He had unbuttoned his shirt to the waist. | She was unbuttoning  

her coat in the 

hall.unzipbag | case | trousers | pants | jeans | flies/fly | dress | skirtto  

unfasten clothes, bags etc by unfastening a zip:She unzipped the bag and took out her  

things.loosentie | collar | belt | shirtto unfasten clothes a little, but not completely,  

in order to make yourself more comfortable:Carter took off his jacket and loosened his  

tie.openbag | box | wallet | purse | presentto unfasten a bag, box, or other  

container:“Could you open your bag, please?” said the security guard. | The little boy 

couldn't wait to open his presents.  

unfortunate /ʌnˈfɔːtʃənət $ -ˈfɔːr-/ adjective  used when you think someone or 

something is unlucky or you wish that something had not 
happenedADVERBSmost/highly unfortunate (=very unfortunate) It was most 

unfortunate that it rained on the day of the wedding.particularly/singularly 
unfortunate The timing of the announcement was particularly unfortunate.NOUNSan 
unfortunate accident/incident/event There was an unfortunate incident involving a 
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pan of hot oil.an unfortunate man/woman The unfortunate man just happened to be 

in the wrong place at the wrong time.an unfortunate victim He was the unfortunate 
victim of a tragic accident.an unfortunate consequence/result What seems like a 

harmless joke can have unfortunate consequences.an unfortunate coincidence By 
an unfortunate coincidence, his boss overheard their conversation.an unfortunate 
habit She had the unfortunate habit of laughing too loud.PHRASESit is unfortunate 

that It is unfortunate that so many people were hurt. 

unfounded AC /ʌnˈfaʊndəd, ʌnˈfaʊndɪd/ adjective  if something is unfounded, 

there is no good reason for it, especially because it is not based on facts or 
evidenceADVERBStotally/completely/wholly unfounded The stories about her 

are completely unfounded.largely unfounded (=mostly unfounded) Concerns about 
falling standards in schools have proved largely unfounded.not entirely/not 
altogether unfounded (=not completely unfounded) Their complaints about the 

hospital were not altogether unfounded.NOUNSan unfounded 
accusation/allegation There have been a number of unfounded accusations against 
him.an unfounded rumour BrE an unfounded rumor AmE There were unfounded 

rumours that they were having an affair.VERBSprove (to be) unfounded (=be shown 
to be unfounded) Our fears for her safety proved unfounded. 

unfriendly /ʌnˈfrendli/ adjective  not kind or friendly – used about people and 

placesADVERBSdistinctly unfriendly (=in a way that is very noticeable) The man’s 
attitude was distinctly unfriendly.rather unfriendly Big cities can be rather unfriendly 
places.extremely unfriendly The atmosphere was extremely unfriendly.NOUNSan 

unfriendly voice/tone “I’m not interested,” she said in an unfriendly voice.an 
unfriendly way/manner Her father often growled at her in an unfriendly 
way.PREPOSITIONSunfriendly to/towards sb The local people were rather unfriendly 

to us at first.THESAURUS: 

unfriendlyhostileattitude | reception | reaction | response | manner | relatio

ns | crowdvery unfriendly, and ready to argue or fight:There is a hostile  

attitude towards the police among local people. | The minister received a hostile  

reception from the audience (=they showed that they did not like what he was saying,  

often by shouting). | A hostile crowd gathered outside the US embassy. | He 

was openly hostile towards me when I arrived.coldvoice | starebehaving towards  

other people as if you do not like them or care about them:“Yes?” she said in rather  

a cold voice. | Instead of answering, he gave her a cold  

stare.frostyrelations | reception | look | stare | tone | manner | reaction | reply

unfriendly, especially because you are angry with someone:The sometimes frosty  

relations between the two countries have got even worse in recent weeks. | He got a  

frosty reception from his wife when he finally returned home (=she was not very  

friendly towards him when he arrived). | Sebastian gave her a frosty look and went  

back to his work. | When she spoke, her tone was frosty.aloof formalnot wanting to  

talk to other people or spend time with them, especially because you think you are 

better than them:Some politicians are criticized for being too aloof. | In the book she is  

portrayed as cold and aloof. | Many people, including my children, think I am 
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aloof. | The governors were expected to maintain a rather dignified and aloof  

attitude.antisocialnot interested in meeting other people or forming friendly  

relationships with them:Sorry if I’m being antisocial, but I need to get my work  

done. | He was an antisocial loner with no friends.unwelcomingnot making you want  

to be in a place or be with someone:Through the rain, the house looked miserable and 

unwelcoming. | The entrance to the factory is cold, bare, and unwelcoming. | The city  

is full of unwelcoming pubs and restaurants. | The tone of his voice was distinctly  

unwelcoming. | The unwelcoming look in his deep blue eyes changed her  

mind.impersonallacking the normal friendly relations between people:Classes at the 

college are large and impersonal. | His letters were cold, impersonal, and 

businesslike. | The hospital environment can seem very impersonal. | Small shops are 

much nicer than the impersonal world of the big supermarket. | I had no desire to work  

for a large impersonal organization. | Over the next few days, his manner was coolly  

polite and impersonal. | They just handed over the keys and walked out – it was all so  

impersonal.forbiddingplace | building | mountain | walls | landscape | atmosph

ere | lookunfriendly, uncomfortable, and a little frightening - used especially about  

places:The town was a mysterious, forbidding place and I felt very alone there. | The 

school was a rather forbidding building surrounded by a high steel fence. | It was an 

island of forbidding mountains and freezing cold weather. | He looked up at the 

forbidding walls of the prison. | She saw the dark forbidding look in his eyes. | The lady 

who owned the house, Madge Grimsilk, looked cold and forbidding.  

unhappy /ʌnˈhæpi/ adjective  not happy or not 

satisfiedADVERBSdeeply/extremely unhappy Bruno Morenz was a deeply unhappy 
man.desperately/terribly/dreadfully unhappy It was the first time she had been 

away from home and she was desperately unhappy.clearly/obviously unhappy The 
manager was clearly unhappy with the team’s performance.increasingly unhappy The 
poll shows that Americans are becoming increasingly unhappy with the 

president.VERBSbe/feel unhappy I don’t know why I feel so unhappy.look 
unhappy His parents looked very unhappy when they heard the news.make sb 
unhappy I knew that leaving would make her unhappy, but I had no choice.NOUNSan 

unhappy childhood He moved far away to escape his unhappy childhood.an unhappy 
marriage Is it better to divorce than to stay in an unhappy marriage?unhappy 
memories Ruth tried to put these unhappy memories from her mind.an unhappy 

time He had a fairly unhappy time at boarding school.PREPOSITIONSunhappy about 
sth She seemed unhappy about something.unhappy with/at sth Alan was 
very unhappy with the court’s decision. | They are unhappy at the way they have been 

treated.THESAURUS: unhappy→ sad (1)  

unhealthy /ʌnˈhelθi/ adjective  1. likely to make you illNOUNSunhealthy 

food If you eat unhealthy food you will get fat.an unhealthy diet An unhealthy 

diet can increase the risk of cancer.an unhealthy environment/unhealthy 
conditions Working in an unhealthy environment is linked with various diseases.an 
unhealthy lifestyle She encouraged him to change his unhealthy lifestyle.2. not 
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normal or natural and likely to be harmfulNOUNSan unhealthy fear of sth He has an 

unhealthy fear of change.an unhealthy interest in sth Newspapers take an unhealthy 
interest in the private lives of politicians.an unhealthy obsession with sth (=a 

harmful interest or fear which stops you thinking about anything else) Does our society 
have an unhealthy obsession with beauty? 

uniform /ˈjuːnəfɔːm, ˈjuːnɪfɔːm $ -ɔːrm/ noun  a particular type of clothing worn 

by people who belong to a school or organizationADJECTIVES/NOUNS + uniformschool 

uniform Our school uniform is dark blue and grey.army uniform He wore his army 
uniform to the wedding.police uniform The two men were in police uniform.naval 
uniform His naval uniform consisted of white trousers, a blue jacket, and a white 

cap.soldier’s/nurse’s/police officer’s etc uniform She changed into her nurse’s 
uniform.VERBSwear a uniform Helen was wearing her new school uniform.be dressed 
in a uniform In the photograph he was dressed in his army uniform.put on/change 

into a uniform He feels proud when he puts on his army uniform.change into/out of 
your uniform She changed into her uniform and went to work.PREPOSITIONSin 
uniform Two guards in uniform were standing outside the prison gate.out of 

uniform (=not wearing a uniform) Soldiers can be punished if they are found out of 
uniform on the base. 

unimportant /ˌʌnɪmˈpɔːtənt◂ $ -ɔːr-/ adjective  not importantVERBSseem 

unimportant His own safety seemed unimportant compared with that of his 
children.see/regard sth as unimportant also consider sth to be unimportant In 
those days, women’s education was seen as unimportant. | The documents 

were considered unimportant by the police.ADVERBSrelatively unimportant The 
differences between the designs are relatively unimportant.NOUNSan unimportant 
detail I didn’t want to waste time talking about unimportant 

details.PREPOSITIONSunimportant to sb Physical beauty was unimportant 

to her. Unimportant is less common before a noun. THESAURUS: 

unimportantminorchange | problem | injury | accident | damage | offence | 

difference | detail | rolenot important or serious:She made a few minor changes to  

her speech. | He didn’t think it was worth bothering the doctor about these minor  

problems. | The driver suffered minor injuries. | The fires caused only minor  

damage. | Warnings will be given by the police for minor offences. | These days their  

disagreements tended to be over minor details. | He has played only a minor role in  

decision-making.smallthing | problem | mistakenot important:His mind wandered 

from one small thing to another. | We had a small problem with the car door. | There 

were a few small mistakes, but the rest of the essay was very  

good.trivialmatter | things | incident | detailvery unimportant and not worth  

worrying about or spending time on:Boiling a kettle may seem like a trivial matter, but  

it can cause problems for some people. | She gets annoyed about the most trivial  

things. | The manager wouldn’t bother herself about trivial  

details.insignificantamount | number | effect | impact | riskvery small and 

unimportant, especially when compared to other things:$2 million is an insignificant  

amount compared to the total amount that people pay in taxes. | They found only  
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an insignificant number of errors. | The changes will have an insignificant effect on  

global warming. | Her own problems seemed insignificant. | The amount of carbon 

produced is relatively 

insignificant.negligibleeffect | impact | amount | difference | risk | increaseext

remely small and not important, and not worth paying attention to:The wind only had 

a negligible effect on the runners’ times. | The sale of the TV station would have 

a negligible impact on the company’s earnings. | The sample contained negligible  

amounts of silver and gold. | The difference in price is negligible. | With government  

bonds the risk of losing your money is negligible. | Although 

this increase seems negligible, it is a significant rise for such a small  

time.pettycrime | criminal | argument | dispute | squabblepetty crimes or  

arguments are not serious:Teenagers who are involved in petty crime usually get a  

warning from the police if they are caught. | The police arrested thieves, pickpockets,  

and other petty criminals. | Petty disputes between neighbours can sometimes turn  

into something much more serious. | There were the usual petty squabbles about  

money.secondaryrole | aim | purpose | issue | considerationnot as important as  

something or someone else:Grant occupied a secondary role in the 

leadership. | Helping prisoners find work was a valuable but secondary aim. | The 

damage to the environment was considered to be a secondary issue. | They have lots  

of money, so price is a secondary consideration (=a less important thing to  

consider). | The romance is secondary to the main story. In more formal English,  

you can also say that something is of no importance or of little importance: The  

money is of no importance.If something is less important than another thing, you can  

say that it is of secondary importance: The attractiveness of the design is of  

secondary importance.  

union /ˈjuːnjən/ noun  1. an organization formed by workers to protect their 

rightsVERBSbelong to a union Most teachers belong to a union.join a union Are you 
planning to join the union?form a union Workers demanded the right 

to form a union.union + NOUNSa union leader/official Union leaders criticized the 
government for failing to tackle the jobs crisis.a union member Union members voted 
to strike over proposed pay cuts.a union representative Union representatives will 

meet the industry minister.union membership Union membership rose to 50% by 
1948.the union movement She is interested in the history of the union 
movement.NOUNS + uniona teachers’/miners’/nurses’ etc union The teachers' 

union has called a series of strikes.2. the act of joining two or more things together, or 
the state of being joinedADJECTIVESpolitical/economic union The two nations have 
made the first step towards political union.full union Their eventual aim 

is full political union.a close union The treaty was intended to create a close 
union between the two states.a loose union (=one that is not strictly controlled or 
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organized) The countries are linked in a loose economic union.monetary union (=in 

which several countries use the same money – used especially about the EU) Britain 
opted out of monetary union with the rest of Europe.VERBSform a union At that time, 

Russia and Belarus agreed to form a union.break up/dissolve a union (=end 
it) Some people believed that the best way to settle the dispute was 
to dissolve the union.PREPOSITIONSa union between sb/sth He emphasized his 

support for the continued union between Scotland and the rest of the UK.union with 
sb/sth They want to be part of a political union with Europe. 

unique /juːˈniːk/ adjective  unlike anyone or anything else. You often 

use unique when saying that someone or something is very unusual or specialNOUNSa 

unique opportunity This is a unique opportunity to stay in a wonderful Austrian 
castle.a unique combination of sth The rise in temperatures is due to a unique 
combination of factors.a unique way/style The boss had his own unique way of doing 

things.a unique position She was in the unique position of being the only daughter 
among nine sons.a unique feature The building has several unique features, including 
a medieval clock.a unique ability/talent/skill Lee had a unique ability to bring 

people together.ADVERBSabsolutely/totally/completely unique Hendrix’s style of 
guitar-playing was absolutely unique.hardly/by no means unique (=not unique at 

all) Her experience is by no means unique.Don’t say very unique. 
Say absolutely/totally/completely unique.PREPOSITIONSbe unique to sth (=only 
existing or happening somewhere) Kangaroos are unique to Australia. 

university /ˌjuːnəˈvɜːsəti◂, ˌjuːnɪˈvɜːsəti◂ $ -ɜːr-

/ noun (plural universities) [C,U]  an educational institution at the highest level, 
where you study for a degreeADJECTIVESa top/leading/prestigious 
university (=one that is important and well respected) Bregier graduated from one of 

France’s most prestigious universities.oldest university Founded in 1636, Harvard is 
the country’s oldest university and probably its most distinguished.a private/public 
university The average cost of a year at a private university is $24,000 and for a 

public university $9,200.VERBSgo to university Her daughter was about to go to 
university.be at university BrE We were at university together.study (sth) at 
university She studied law at Edinburgh University.apply for university I applied for 

university without any real idea of what I wanted to do.start university also enter 
university formal Some people take a year off before they start university.leave 

university Students often find work soon after leaving university.graduate from 
university (=leave after getting a degree) She graduated from Liverpool University in 
2006.drop out of university (=leave before finishing your course) He dropped out of 

university in order to join a rock band.university + NOUNSa university course He 
studied history at school and was now planning to take a university course.a 
university student Thirty years ago 33% of university students were female.a 

university graduate (=someone who has completed a university course) She is a 
university graduate who speaks three languages.a university lecturer/professor Her 
father was a university lecturer and her mother a teacher.a university degree He was 

a qualified engineer with a university degree.a university education I did not have 
the advantage of a university education.a university department She was working as 
a research assistant in a university department.the university campus (=the area of 

land containing the main buildings of a university) There were violent protests 
on university campuses.a university friend also a friend from university I met an 
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old university friend the other day.PHRASESget/be offered a place at 

university She’s hoping to get a place at Oxford University to study law.admission to 
university (=the right to go to a university) A record number of students are seeking 

admission to the University of California.a university entrance 
exam/examination (=one that you must pass in order to go to university) Her son is 
studying for his university entrance exams. 

unkind /ˌʌnˈkaɪnd◂/ adjective  treating someone in a way that makes them 

unhappy or upsetVERBSseem unkind It seemed unkind to leave Daisy out, so she was 
invited too.not mean to be unkind (=not intend to be unkind) I’m sure they did 
not mean to be unkind.NOUNSunkind words/comments/remarks She decided to 

ignore their unkind comments.an unkind thing A lot of unkind things were 
said.PREPOSITIONSunkind to sb Lucy was sorry she had been so unkind 
to him.unkind about sb/sth The newspapers were very unkind about his 

wife.THESAURUS: unkindmean especially spokenthing | streakunkind:It was  

a mean thing to do. | The boss had a mean streak (=an unkind part of his or her  

character). | Don’t be mean to your sister! Mean or unkind?Mean is more informal  

and is mainly used in spoken English. Unkind is more formal and is mainly used in  

written English. nasty especially spokenthing | temper | wayvery unkind – used 

especially when someone is deliberately unkind, and seems to enjoy making people  

unhappy:He said some really nasty things about me. | Be careful – she has a nasty  

temper. | When they fired her, they did it in a really nasty way. | Why are you being  

so nasty to him?hurtfulthing | comment | remarkhurtful comments and actions  

make someone upset:Couples sometimes do hurtful things to each other. | Joe couldn’t  

forget the hurtful things she had said. | His comments were deeply hurtful to me and  

my family.spitefulremark | attack | look | gleedeliberately unkind to someone 

because you are jealous of them or angry with them:Other girls, jealous of her looks,  

made spiteful remarks. | He launched a spiteful attack on the other members of the 

band. | The woman had given him a spiteful look as she was leaving. | She watched 

them fail with spiteful glee (=spiteful  

pleasure).maliciousrumour | gossip | allegation | accusation | look | smile | sati

sfaction | actdone because you want to upset, hurt, or cause trouble for  

someone:Someone had been spreading malicious rumours about him on the 

internet. | The rest of the family spent their time in repeating malicious gossip about  

Eugénie's past life. | The rules are designed to protect officers from malicious  

allegations. | There was a malicious smile on her face (=she was smiling because she 

was enjoying causing trouble). | The statues were damaged in a malicious act of  

vandalism.unsympatheticnot seeming to care about someone’s problems, and not  

trying to help them or make them feel better:His parents were very unsympathetic,  

and told him that he deserved to fail his exam. | Her doctor was unsympathetic to her  
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and told her to pull herself together. Unsympathetic is less common before a  

noun. hard-heartedman | womannot caring at all about other people’s feelings –  

used especially when this is part of someone’s character:Real people are being hurt,  

and only the most hard-hearted man would find this funny. | Was he hard-hearted  

enough to leave his son in jail overnight?UNINTENTIONALLY UNKINDinconsideratenot  

thinking about the effects of your actions on other people, in a way that seems rude:It  

was inconsiderate of Dan not to say that he would be late. | Drivers were criticized for  

being inconsiderate to other road users.insensitivenot seeming to care about other  

people’s feelings, so that you may upset them:She seems completely insensitive to the 

feelings of others. | He later admitted that some of his remarks were insensitive.  

unknown /ˌʌnˈnəʊn◂ $ -ˈnoʊn◂/ adjective  THESAURUS > famous 

unlawful adjective  THESAURUS > illegal 

unlikely /ʌnˈlaɪkli/ adjective  not likely to happen or be 

trueADVERBShighly/extremely unlikely He is highly unlikely to succeed. | The 

government is extremely unlikely to change its policy.most unlikely (=very unlikely) It 
is most unlikely that the situation will improve.rather/pretty/fairly/quite 
unlikely It’s pretty unlikely that she threw it away by mistake.increasingly 

unlikely It looks increasingly unlikely that the Bank of England will cut interest 
rates.equally unlikely He probably won’t ask you to go, but he’s equally unlikely to 
ask me.VERBSseem/look/appear unlikely It seems unlikely that he will change his 

mind. | We had hoped to get there before dark, but that now appears unlikely.sound 
unlikely His story sounds very unlikely to me.be thought/considered unlikely It 
is thought unlikely that they will find another buyer at this stage.find sth unlikely He 

claims he found the letter on the floor, but I find that highly unlikely.NOUNSan unlikely 
possibility/prospect (=something that you do not think could happen) She was 
worried about the unlikely possibility that we wouldn’t have enough food.an unlikely 

scenario (=a situation that seems unlikely to happen) The company could be saved by 
a takeover, but this scenario is increasingly unlikely.an unlikely explanation (=one 
that does not seem believable) Leaves on the railway line always seems like an unlikely 

explanation for delays.PHRASESin the unlikely event of sth (=if something which is 
unlikely happens) In the unlikely event of an accident, the system will automatically 
shut down. 

unlock /ʌnˈlɒk $ -ˈlɑːk/ verb  THESAURUS > open2 (1) 

unlucky /ʌnˈlʌki/ adjective  1. if you are unlucky, something bad happens to you 

by chanceADVERBSdesperately unlucky (=extremely unlucky) He was desperately 

unlucky not to score when his shot hit the post.unlucky enough to do sth If you are 
ever unlucky enough to meet a tiger, don’t try to run away.PREPOSITIONSunlucky 
with sth She is always unlucky with her choice of 

men. Unlucky or unfortunate?Unfortunate is more formal  

than unlucky.Unlucky is much less common than unfortunate before a noun. You  

say an unfortunate accident/incident/coincidence/victim (not an ‘unlucky’  
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one). 2. something that is unlucky is believed to bring bad luckNOUNSan unlucky 

number Thirteen is an unlucky number.PHRASESit is unlucky to do sth Some people 

think it is unlucky to walk under a ladder.THESAURUS: unluckybe jinxedif  

something is jinxed, it seems to bring bad luck to everyone who is connected with it. If  

a person is jinxed, a lot of bad things happen to them and they seem very unlucky:I’m 

beginning to think this house is jinxed. | Some people believed the family was  

jinxed. Jinxed is not used before a noun. be bad luckif something is bad luck, it is  

believed to make bad things happen:It’s supposed to be bad luck to walk under a  

ladder.  

unnecessary /ʌnˈnesəsəri $ -seri/ adjective  not needed, or more than is 

neededADVERBStotally/completely/entirely/wholly unnecessary His journey had 

been completely unnecessary.quite unnecessary BrE (=completely unnecessary) “I’ll 
give you a lift in my car.” “Thank you, but that’s quite unnecessary.”VERBSseem 
unnecessary also appear unnecessary formal All this last minute rushing 

around seems totally unnecessary.make sth unnecessary The condition can now be 
treated with drugs, making surgery unnecessary.be considered unnecessary He 
spent his time doing work that many people would consider 

unnecessary.NOUNSunnecessary suffering/pain The vet was careful to avoid causing 
the animal any unnecessary suffering.unnecessary worry/anxiety/distress If you 
phone his mother now, you’ll just cause her unnecessary anxiety.an unnecessary 

risk There’s no point taking unnecessary risks.an unnecessary expense/cost He 
thinks advertising is an unnecessary expense.an unnecessary 
extravagance (=something that costs more than is necessary or more than you can 

afford) The chairman called first-class airline travel an unnecessary 
extravagance.unnecessary work We need to be more focused and cut down 
on unnecessary work. 

unorthodox /ʌnˈɔːθədɒks $ ʌnˈɔːrθədɑːks/ adjective  THESAURUS > unusual 

unpleasant /ʌnˈplezənt/ adjective  not pleasant or 

enjoyableADVERBSextremely/deeply/highly unpleasant It was an extremely 

unpleasant experience for us.thoroughly unpleasant (=in every way) He was 
a thoroughly unpleasant man who nobody liked.NOUNSan unpleasant 
experience Being shouted at by my boss was a very unpleasant experience.an 

unpleasant surprise/shock Tom got a rather unpleasant surprise when he opened 
the door.an unpleasant task Her husband had the unpleasant task of clearing the 
blocked drain.an unpleasant feeling/sensation I had the unpleasant feeling that 

someone was watching me.an unpleasant smell/odour/taste An unpleasant 
smell was coming from the bin. | The fish had a rather unpleasant taste.an 
unpleasant situation Paul found himself in the unpleasant situation of having to admit 

that he’d spent all the money.an unpleasant memory Seeing that photograph has 
brought back some unpleasant memories.an unpleasant side effect (=an unpleasant 
effect that a drug has on your body in addition to curing pain or illness) This drug has a 

number of unpleasant side effects.unpleasant things She said a lot of unpleasant 
things about her ex-husband.the unpleasant truth The unpleasant truth is that he 
cheated his own mother.an unpleasant symptom (=something unpleasant which 
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shows that you have a particular illness) A severe headache is one of the 

more unpleasant symptoms of this illness.PREPOSITIONSunpleasant for sb This 
treatment is quite painful and unpleasant for patients.unpleasant to sb He was 

very unpleasant to his sister, and made her cry.PHRASESmake life 
unpleasant (=cause problems for someone, usually deliberately) He is a powerful man 

and can make life very unpleasant for anybody who angers him.THESAURUS: 

unpleasant→ bad (1)  

unpopular /ʌnˈpɒpjələ, ʌnˈpɒpjʊlə $ -ˈpɑːpjələr, -ˈpɑːpjʊlər/ adjective  not liked 

by most peopleADVERBSextremely/deeply/highly unpopular His arrogant manner 
made him deeply unpopular. | The new manager was extremely unpopular with 
staff.increasingly unpopular The war was becoming increasingly unpopular.widely 

unpopular (=among many people) The party promised to abolish this widely 
unpopular tax.politically unpopular (=unpopular with voters) Cuts in public spending 
are politically unpopular.VERBSprove unpopular (=be found to be unpopular) The 

changes proved unpopular, and the company decided to go back to the old 
system.make sb/yourself unpopular He made himself unpopular by criticizing his 
fellow scientists.NOUNSan unpopular president/prime 

minister/government The government is extremely unpopular at the moment.an 
unpopular decision A leader must have the courage to take unpopular decisions.an 
unpopular policy/measure No minister wanted to be associated with the unpopular 

policy.an unpopular tax/war The new tax was even more unpopular than the old 
one. | The government tried to shift attention away from the unpopular 
war.PREPOSITIONSunpopular with/among people The new design for the product 

was unpopular with customers. 

unreliable /ˌʌnrɪˈlaɪəbəl◂/ adjective  not able to be 

trustedADVERBSextremely/highly unreliable The telephone service is extremely 

unreliable.notoriously unreliable (=well known for being unreliable) He is notoriously 
unreliable and often turns up late for work.increasingly unreliable The car 
became increasingly unreliable as time went by.inherently unreliable (=used when 

saying that this is a basic feature of something and you cannot trust it) The evidence 
was regarded as inherently unreliable because it had been obtained under 
torture.VERBSprove unreliable (=be shown to be unreliable) These surveys have 

proved unreliable in the past. 

unrest /ʌnˈrest/ noun  a political situation in which people protest or behave 

violentlyADJECTIVES/NOUNS + unrestgrowing/mounting unrest There was growing 

unrest in Egypt.serious unrest We are receiving reports of serious unrest in northern 
areas of the country.widespread unrest (=existing in many places or among many 
people) As prices soared, there was widespread unrest.social unrest The policy led to 

rising unemployment and social unrest.political unrest A month of political 
unrest followed the killing of 12 protesters by the police.industrial unrest The general 
strike came after weeks of industrial unrest.civil/internal/domestic 

unrest (=between groups of people in a country, or between the people and the 
government) Our country is being torn apart by civil unrest.racial/ethnic 
unrest Ethnic unrest is becoming more frequent and more violent.student 

unrest Anti-war demonstrations became the focus of student 
unrest.VERBScause/provoke/spark unrest The introduction of new working 
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practices provoked severe industrial unrest.lead to unrest Food shortages led 

to widespread social unrest.deal with unrest The president has been busy dealing 
with unrest within his own borders.quell unrest (=stop it) Troops were brought in 

to quell the unrest.foment unrest formal (=encourage it) It has been accused 
of fomenting unrest in neighbouring countries.PHRASESan outbreak of unrest Troops 
usually respond to outbreaks of unrest with force.a period of unrest The election 

results were followed by a long period of unrest.a wave of unrest (=a sudden increase 
in unrest) A wave of unrest had resulted in seven deaths. 

unsafe /ˌʌnˈseɪf◂/ adjective  THESAURUS > dangerous 

unsuccessful /ˌʌnsəkˈsesfəl◂/ adjective  not achieving what you wanted to 

achieveNOUNSan unsuccessful attempt/bid/effort The prisoners made 
an unsuccessful attempt to escape.an unsuccessful application Unfortunately, on 
this occasion your application was unsuccessful.an unsuccessful 

candidate/applicant (=for a job or course) She was 
an unsuccessful presidential candidate in 2008.an unsuccessful campaign There was 
an unsuccessful campaign to stop the road from being built.ADVERBSlargely 

unsuccessful (=mostly unsuccessful) Their efforts to attract support were largely 
unsuccessful.ultimately unsuccessful (=unsuccessful at the end) His appeal 
was ultimately unsuccessful.singularly unsuccessful formal (=very unsuccessful) The 

peace talks were singularly unsuccessful and the fighting began again soon 
afterwards.VERBSprove unsuccessful formal (=be shown to be unsuccessful) The 
search for life on other planets has so far proved unsuccessful.PREPOSITIONSbe 

unsuccessful in (doing) sth He was unsuccessful in obtaining a 

visa.THESAURUS: 

unsuccessfulfailedattempt | marriage | experiment | robbery | uprising | co

up | policy | artist | musicianused about things that are unsuccessful, or about  

people who have been unsuccessful at a type of work. Failed sounds stronger and 

more disapproving than unsuccessful:They were involved in a failed attempt to blow 

up a plane. | He was almost 50, with two failed marriages behind him. | He was  

executed after a failed coup against the president (=an attempt to change the leader  

or the government by force). | Her husband was a failed artist. Failed is always used  

before a noun. doomedattempt | effort | love affairif something is doomed, you 

know that it will be unsuccessful and that bad things will happen:He made a doomed 

attempt to reach the South Pole. | ‘Romeo and Juliet’ is the story of a doomed love 

affair. | Some people say that the government’s economic policy is doomed to 

failure (=certain to fail).abortiveattempt | coupan abortive attempt is unsuccessful  

and has to be abandoned before it is finished:Two US marines died in an abortive 

attempt to rescue the hostages. | He was the leader of an abortive coup against the 

military government (=an attempt to change the leader or the government by 

force). Abortive is always used before a  

noun. fruitlesssearch | attempt | effort | exercise | tasknot producing the result  
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you want, especially after you have spent a lot of time and effort:I spent the next  

three hours in a fruitless search for my car keys. | The company made a series  

of fruitless attempts to persuade the banks to lend them money. | The meeting was  

a fruitless exercise. Instead of saying that something was unsuccessful, you can say  

that it was a failure or it ended in failure: The experiment was unsuccessful. The  

experiment was a failure/ended in failure.You can also say that someone tried in  

vain to do something (=their efforts were unsuccessful): The firefighters tried in  

vain to save the house.  

unsuitable /ʌnˈsuːtəbəl, -ˈsjuː- $ -ˈsuː-/ adjective  not having the right qualities 

for a particular person, purpose, or 

situationADVERBStotally/completely/quite/wholly unsuitable The car was totally 
unsuitable for driving over rough ground.highly unsuitable (=very unsuitable) The 
climate is highly unsuitable for growing fruit trees.clearly/obviously unsuitable He 

was clearly unsuitable for this type of work.VERBSbe considered unsuitable also be 
deemed unsuitable formal The job was considered unsuitable for women.make 
sb/sth unsuitable The pollution makes the water unsuitable for 

drinking.PREPOSITIONSunsuitable for sb/sth The film is unsuitable for 

children.THESAURUS: 

unsuitableinappropriatebehaviour | conduct | use | clothing | message | lan

guagenot suitable for a particular situation or purpose:Parents should not reward  

inappropriate behaviour. | He was dismissed for inappropriate conduct. | This is an  

inappropriate use of company funds. | They were not allowed into the restaurant  

because they were wearing inappropriate clothing. | The principal did not want to give 

an inappropriate message to students. | Staff are careful not to use inappropriate  

language when talking to clients. | Slang is inappropriate in an academic essay. | It  

would be inappropriate for us to comment at this stage.the 

wrong...way | place | time | person | directionnot the right thing or person for a  

particular job or purpose:It seemed to us to be the wrong way to tackle the 

problem. | This is the wrong place for a private conversation. | Sorry. I think I’ve called  

at the wrong time. | She was simply the wrong person for the job.out of placenot  

looking or seeming suitable for that place or situation:The horse-drawn carriage looks a  

little out of place among the busy traffic. | At first I felt a bit out of  

place.incompatibletwo ideas or things that are incompatible cannot exist or be done 

together. Two people who are incompatible are unlikely to have a successful  

relationship, because they have very different characters, beliefs etc:He considered the 

role of wife and mother to be incompatible with a career. | Why do totally  

incompatible people get married?incongruous formalseeming strange and unsuitable,  

often in a humorous way, because of being unexpected in a particular situation or very  
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different from its surroundings:It seemed incongruous having a dance band at the 

funeral. | He was dressed in a three-piece suit with an incongruous tie, shaped like a  

fish.inconvenienttime | moment | placenot suitable and causing problems for  

you:He always seems to call at inconvenient times. | Is this an inconvenient  

moment? | The village was rather an inconvenient place to live. | The new station is  

inconvenient for pedestrians, because it is a long walk from the centre of town.unfitnot  

suitable to be used for something, or not suitable to do something:The boat is not only  

unfit to live in but is actually unsafe. | The meat was declared unfit for human 

consumption (=not suitable to eat). | The house was unfit for human habitation (=not  

suitable to live in). | A jury decided Pryse-Jones was unfit to stand trial at court  

because of his mental illness. | He claims she is an unfit mother.  

untidy /ʌnˈtaɪdi/ adjective especially BrE  not tidyVERBSlook 

untidy It looks very untidy having cables all over the floor.NOUNSan untidy 

heap/pile Her clothes were in an untidy heap on the bed.THESAURUS: 

untidymessyuntidy or dirty:Jack’s room was messy, with papers all over the 

floor. | I’m sorry the house is so messy - my roommate never does any 

cleaning. | You’ve made my hair all messy. | I wish you weren’t such a messy  

eater (=someone who drops food out of their mouth when they are eating). American  

people use messy instead of untidy. British people use this word, but it sounds less  

formal than untidy cluttereduntidy because there are too many things in a small  

space:The flat was small, cluttered, and dirty. | He showed them into his cluttered little  

office. | She had a cluttered studio with paintings and sketches everywhere. | The 

office was cluttered with books. | I can't do my work if my desk is all  

cluttered.scruffy BrEif someone looks scruffy, their clothes look untidy and not  

smart:My parents think I look scruffy in these jeans, but I like them. | My sister always  

wears the same scruffy old sweater. | She became concerned about her boyfriend's  

rather scruffy appearance. You can also use scruffy about places that look  

untidy: Visitors are often surprised by the scruffy appearance of the country's towns  

and cities. bedraggledused when someone looks untidy because they have got wet  

or dirty - used when you feel sorry for someone:A rather bedraggled crowd waited  

outside in the pouring rain. | The children walked along the path, looking miserable  

and bedraggled. | He looked a rather pathetic, bedraggled figure, with his old raincoat  

and his battered  

suitcase.slovenlyappearance | way | habit | scrawl | workmanshipuntidy and 

lazy - used when you disapprove of someone or something:His employers complained 

about his slovenly appearance. | The work was done in a slow, slovenly way and the 
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workers didn't seem to care about what they were doing. | She had acquired  

some slovenly habits while she was at university. | The letter was written in a slovenly  

scrawl a very untidy and careless way. | The slovenly workmanship was easy to  

see. | Her husband was selfish, slovenly, and 

cruel.dishevelled BrE disheveled AmEhair | appearance | clothing | old 

man | clothes | old man | old womanif someone’s hair or clothes look dishevelled,  

they look untidy, for example because they have just been in bed or in a windy 

place:She pushed her dishevelled hair out of her eyes and got out of bed. | At  

Cambridge he was well known for his drunkenness, and his dirty and dishevelled  

appearance. | Her hair was uncombed and her clothes were dishevelled. | The singer  

was photographed looking ill and 

dishevelled.unkempthair | beard | appearance | gardenlooking untidy and not  

taking care of how you look. Unkempt sounds rather formal and is mainly used in  

written English. It is mainly used about people, but also sometimes about places:The 

young man's hair was long and unkempt. | With his unkempt beard and brilliant blue 

eyes, he looked like someone from a novel by Dostoevsky. | Behind the house was an 

unkempt garden which was full of weeds. | He looked dreadful; he was unkempt and 

he hadn't shaved for several days. | The streets were dirty and the sidewalks unkempt  

and uncared for. Another way to say thisIn spoken British English, if a place is very  

untidy, you say that it is a mess or in a mess: The whole house was a mess when  

the builders were there. Sorry everything is in such a mess.  

until /ʌnˈtɪl, ən-/ preposition conjunction  if something happens until a particular 

time, it continues and then stops at that time: He waited until she had finished 

speaking. The ticket is valid until March.PHRASESuntil recently Until recently, Anna 
worked as a teacher in Japan.up until now/last year etc (=until that time) Up 
until last year, they didn’t even own a car. 

untrue /ʌnˈtruː/ adjective  not true, because the person does not know the facts, 

or because they are lying GrammarUntrue is much less common before a  

noun. ADVERBScompletely/totally/entirely untrue Mr Carman said the story 

was completely untrue.patently untrue (=obviously untrue) The allegations are 
absurd, ridiculous, and patently untrue.simply untrue (=used when saying very 

definitely that something is untrue) The firm does not use child labour. That is simply 

untrue.THESAURUS: 

untruefalsename | address | information | impression | ideanot true and not  

based on the facts, or not the real one:He gave a false name and address to the 

police. | Complaints are frequently based on false information. | The article gives  

a totally false impression of life in China today. | Decide whether these statements  

are true or  
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false.misleadingimpression | picture | statement | information | advertisemen

tlikely to make people believe something that is not true, especially because you do 

not give all the facts:The article gives a misleading impression of the situation. | The 

statistics give a misleading picture of what is happening to the economy. | The report  

contains a number of misleading statements. | The information on the hotel website  

is deliberately misleading. | They published misleading information about the health  

effects of passive smoking. | There are strict rules about broadcasting misleading  

advertisements.trumped-upcharges | evidenceusing information that is not true, in  

order to make someone seem guilty of doing something wrong:He was arrested by the 

secret police on trumped-up charges. | No-one could convict me on such trumped-up 

evidence. Trumped-up is always used before a noun. mythsomething a lot of people  

believe because they want to believe it, not because it is based on fact:The first myth  

about motherhood is that new mothers instantly fall in love with their  

babies. | Contrary to popular myth, our streets are much safer now than they were 

100 years ago.illusiona belief or idea that is false, especially a belief in something  

good about yourself or about the situation you are in:Alcohol gives people the illusion  

of being witty and confident. | People bought the land under the illusion that the value 

would increase.misconceptionan idea that is not true but which people believe 

because they do not have all the facts, or they have not properly understood the 

situation:It’s a common misconception that vaccinations given in childhood last for  

life. | Employers seem to share the general misconception that young people are more 

efficient than older workers.delusiona completely mistaken idea, which affects your  

behaviour and what you decide to do:He began to suffer from paranoid  

delusions. | Many people labour under the delusion (=have the delusion) that anything  

which says ‘natural ingredients’ on the label must be harmless. | the delusion that  

women control most of the world's wealth and powerfallacyif you say that something  

is a fallacy, you mean that it is completely wrong to believe that it is true:The idea that  

a good night’s sleep will cure everything is a complete fallacy. | It’s a fallacy that all fat  

people are fat simply because they eat too much. You can also say that something  

is not the case: Recent reports suggest that violent crime is increasing, but  

this is simply not the case. THESAURUS: untrue→ wrong (1)  

unusual /ʌnˈjuːʒuəl, -ʒəl/ adjective  different from what is usual or 

normalADVERBSvery/most unusual Gandhi was a most 
unusual politician.extremely/highly unusual We’ve not had any snow yet, which 

is extremely unusual.NOUNSan unusual situation Nobody was really prepared for 
such an unusual situation.unusual circumstances Because he died in unusual 
circumstances, there will be an investigation.an unusual event/occurrence The 

severe flooding was the result of a series of unusual events.an unusual 
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case The case is unusual because the victim’s body has never been found.an unusual 

feature The most unusual feature of the room is the large round window.an unusual 
name Rover is an unusual name for a cat.PHRASESsomething/nothing/anything 

unusual Did you notice anything unusual about him? | We want to know if anyone 
saw something unusual last night. | There is nothing unusual about the 
arrangement.take the unusual step of doing sth The transport ministry took 

the unusual step of closing the airport.THESAURUS: 

unusualrareoccasion | opportunity | occurrence | case | instance | event | sp

ecies | breed | plant | birdnot happening very often, or existing only in small  

numbers:He never cried except on rare occasions. | This is a rare opportunity to see 

examples of life from thousands of years ago. | This is one of those rare cases where 

both sides have won. | In those days, divorce was a relatively rare event. | They 

found a rare species of butterfly. | They keep rare breeds of cattle. | Hatton gathered  

many rare plants from all over the 

world.exoticplace | location | destination | setting | lands | plant | flower | ani

mal | bird | wildlife | food | fruit | perfumesomething that is exotic seems unusual  

and interesting because it is in or from a country that is far away:He enjoys spending  

his holidays in exotic places. | Tahiti is an exotic setting for a honeymoon. | She 

dreamt of travelling to exotic lands in the Far East. | The garden is famous for its  

collection of exotic plants from all over the world. | Snakes and other such exotic  

animals are not suitable pets for children. | A zoo gives you the opportunity to  

see exotic wildlife such as crocodiles and elephants. | The menu offers a variety  

of exotic food. | Nowadays, exotic fruit such as mangoes is available in many European 

supermarkets. | Ancient traders traveled long distances to acquire and trade exotic  

perfumes.exceptional /ɪkˈsepʃənəl/circumstancesvery unusual and happening very  

rarely:90-day visas can be extended only in exceptional circumstances. | The presence 

of a jury in a civil trial is now quite exceptional.out of the ordinaryunusual and 

surprising or special:It was a small village where nothing out of the ordinary ever  

seemed to happen. | Did you notice anything out of the ordinary about his  

behaviour?freakaccident | occurrence | storm | wave | windextremely unusual  

and unexpected:Their car was crushed by a tree in a freak accident. | There is always a  

risk of a freak occurrence. | The boat sank in a freak storm. | A freak wave wrecked 

most of the seafront. Freak is always used before a noun in this  

sense. unprecedented /ʌnˈpresədentəd, ʌnˈpresɪdentəd/number | stepif something  

is unprecedented, it has never happened before:An unprecedented number of students  

have received top grades. | He took the unprecedented step of granting an interview to  

a Russian journalist (=he did something that had never been done before). | This kind  

of deal is completely unprecedented.unheard ofif something is unheard of, it has  

never happened or been done before – used especially when something seems very  
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surprising to people at that time:In our small town, this kind of crime was almost  

unheard of. | Mobile phones were completely unheard of in those 

days.eccentricbehaviour | millionaire | inventor | appearancebehaving in a way 

that seems rather strange but not frightening:The students were used to  

his somewhat eccentric behaviour (=rather eccentric). | The house was owned by an  

eccentric millionaire. | He was a small man with white hair and an eccentric  

appearance.unconventionalmethod | way | approach | ideavery different from the 

way in which people usually do something, often in a way that seems interesting:Laing  

has developed some rather unconventional methods for communicating to his  

troops. | Hathaway has come under criticism for her unconventional way of raising her  

three children by keeping them out of school and letting them gain real-life  

experiences. | His approach to business may seem unconventional, but he certainly  

gets  

results.unorthodoxview | opinion | method | way | approach | manner | behavi

our | ideaunorthodox ideas or methods are different from the usual ones, and 

therefore seem surprising to many people:He is known for his highly 

unorthodox political views. | The school uses some unorthodox teaching  

methods. | This book takes an unorthodox approach to art criticism. | They behaved in  

a most unorthodox manner. | Her parents were surprised by her somewhat unorthodox  

behaviour (=rather unorthodox behaviour). | The coach had some rather unorthodox 

ideas about training.  

unwilling /ʌnˈwɪlɪŋ/ adjective  not wanting to do something and refusing to do 

itVERBSseem unwilling She seems unwilling to admit that she was wrong.prove 
unwilling formal (=show that you are unwilling) Both sides have proved unwilling to 

try to reach an agreement.ADVERBSincreasingly unwilling Canadians have 
become increasingly unwilling to pay for generous social programs.PHRASESunwilling 

or unable to do sth He was unwilling or unable to pay the fine.THESAURUS: 

unwillingreluctantadmiration | smile | agreement | acceptance | decision | h

erounwilling – used especially when someone does not want to do something at first,  

but is persuaded to do it:The coach is very strict, but the players have a kind  

of reluctant admiration for him. | She gave me a reluctant smile. | She glanced at  

Ursula, who nodded in reluctant agreement. | There is a reluctant acceptance of the 

situation among local people. | We eventually sold our home, but it was a  

very reluctant decision. | Hoffman plays the reluctant hero of the film. | He is reluctant  

to talk about his  

childhood.grudgingadmiration | respect | approval | support | admission | apol

ogygiven unwillingly:He could not help feeling a kind of grudging admiration for the old  

lady. | The English fans have a grudging respect for the German team. | The president  

gave his somewhat grudging approval to the plan. | He persuaded James to give 
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him grudging support. | There was a grudging admission that there might have been 

some kind of mistake. | I received a grudging apology from the 

company. Grudging is always used before a noun.In more formal English you can  

also say that you are loath to do something, when you do not want to have to do  

it: He has more staff than he needs, but he is loath to get rid of good people.  

upbringing /ˈʌpˌbrɪŋɪŋ/ noun  the way that your parents care for you and teach 

you to behave when you are growing upADJECTIVESa strict upbringing He reacted 
rebelliously against his strict upbringing.a privileged upbringing (=when someone 

has advantages because their family is wealthy) Due to his privileged upbringing, he 
finds it difficult to identify with ordinary people.a religious/Muslim/Catholic etc 
upbringing Because of her religious upbringing, she would not divorce her husband.a 

sheltered upbringing (=one in which someone is protected from difficult or 
unpleasant experiences) Mary had had a very sheltered upbringing and was shocked by 
some of the things she saw.a middle-class/working-class upbringing She had a 

comfortable middle-class upbringing.a good 
upbringing However good their upbringing, young people may still behave 
badly.VERBShave a ... upbringing He had a rather unusual upbringing because his 

father worked in a circus. 

upgrade /ʌpˈɡreɪd/ verb  to improve something and make it more modern, or 

replace it with something better and more modernADVERBSrecently/newly 

upgraded The company has a newly upgraded IT system.constantly upgrade sth We 
are constantly upgrading our technology to keep up with the latest 
developments.NOUNSupgrade a system/network The office computer network is 

being upgraded.upgrade software/a computer The college is going to upgrade all 
its computers. | Every time you upgrade the software, you have to pay a fee.upgrade 
equipment When I can afford it, I’m going to upgrade my stereo equipment.upgrade 

your skills Our staff regularly go on training courses to upgrade their skills.upgrade 
facilities/amenities (=improve equipment, rooms, services etc provided 
somewhere) We need to upgrade the hospital’s existing facilities.upgrade a 

hotel/office/stadium etc The hotel has been upgraded to provide every modern 
comfort.upgrade a road/highway/railway line etc The 
company upgraded a highway in Nigeria.PREPOSITIONSupgrade to sth They 

have upgraded to the latest version of the software.upgrade from sth The railway line 
was upgraded from two to four tracks. 

upright /ˈʌpraɪt/ adjective, adverb  1. with your back straight and 

verticalVERBSsit upright She was sitting upright in bed.stand upright The ceiling was 
so low I was unable to stand upright.walk upright (=on two legs with a straight 
back) These apes came down from the trees and gradually learned to walk 

upright.pull/push yourself upright He pulled himself upright on the sofa.draw 
yourself upright (=stand straighter) Susan drew herself upright and exclaimed “How 
dare you?”NOUNSan upright position/posture He appears big because of his 

powerful shoulders and upright posture.an upright stance (=standing upright) This 
dinosaur had a more upright stance.PHRASESbolt upright (=with your back completely 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [2328] 

straight) We both sat bolt upright when we heard the alarm.2. always behaving in an 

honest wayTHESAURUS: upright→ good (3)  

upset1 /ˌʌpˈset◂/ adjective  unhappy and worried because something unpleasant 

or disappointing has happenedADVERBSdeeply upset (=very upset) She’s still deeply 
upset about her uncle’s death.all upset spoken (=very upset) She got all upset and 
started crying.too upset Miss Hurley is too upset to speak to anyone at the 

moment.genuinely upset He sounded genuinely upset on the phone.VERBSget 
upset (=become upset) There’s no need to get upset – he’ll be back very 
soon.seem/sound/look upset She noticed that her friend looked upset.make sb 

upset It makes me upset just to think about it.PREPOSITIONSupset about/at/over 

sth Her father was upset about losing his licence.THESAURUS: upsethurtupset  

and shocked because someone has been unkind to you, especially someone that you 

trusted and thought was a friend:Bill felt deeply hurt when he realized she had lied to  

him. | Gretta was really hurt that none of her friends came to visit her in the 

hospital. | Jackson was said to be deeply hurt by the newspaper reports about  

him. | He had a hurt expression on his face.distressedvery upset:Matilda was too 

distressed to speak. | The patient was clearly in a distressed state. | The 

woman looked distressed. | She was visibly distressed after hearing of her husband’s  

accident (=you could see from her appearance that she was distressed). | Priests have 

been counselling distressed relatives of the victims.distraughtso upset and worried  

that you are unable to do normal things, and nothing can make you feel  

calm. Distraught sounds rather formal and is mainly used in written  

descriptions:Benson was so distraught over the breakup of his marriage that he felt  

like committing suicide. | The distraught parents of the missing baby have made a  

public appeal for her return. | She was too distraught to attend the news 

conference. | Casey was totally distraught that they were throwing him out of school.  

He couldn't believe it.in a (terrible) state BrEso upset that you cannot stop  

crying:She called me one night in a terrible state, saying she wanted to die. | I could  

see that she was in a bit of a state.be worked up informalto be very upset or angry,  

especially about something that is not very serious or important:It’s not worth getting  

worked up about. Anyone can make a mistake. | I was too worked up to sleep.  

upset2 /ʌpˈset/ verb  1. to change something in a way that causes 

problemsNOUNSupset the balance It’s important not to upset the balance of 
nature.upset sb’s plans Ken’s visit upset her plans for the day.PHRASESupset the 
apple cart informal (=do something which causes problems) Ministers are anxious not 

to upset the apple cart by making changes too quickly.2. to make someone feel 
unhappy or worriedNOUNSupset sb’s feelings I was careful not to upset her feelings. 

up-to-date /ˌʌp tə ˈdeɪt/ adjective  including all the latest informationNOUNSup-

to-date information For up-to-date information about opening times, see the 
museum’s website.up-to-date data The new computer system will provide up-to-date 
data on crime.ADVERBScompletely up-to-date also bang up-to-date informal This 

travel guide has just been published and is completely up to date.VERBSkeep/bring sb 
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up to date (=make sure someone knows the latest information about something) This 

newsletter will keep you up to date with the latest information.keep sth up to 
date (=make sure that something contains the latest information) Her job is 

to keep the website up to date.PREPOSITIONSup-to-date with sth A national 
newspaper must ensure that the public is brought up to date with the latest 

stories. Up-to-date or up to date?You usually use hyphens before a  

noun. THESAURUS: up-to-date→ modern (2)  

urban /ˈɜːbən $ ˈɜːr-/ adjective  relating to towns and citiesNOUNSan urban 

area People often move from the country to urban areas looking for work.an urban 

centre BrE an urban center AmE (=a city or large town) There are good railway 
connections from all urban centres in the UK.urban 
regeneration/renewal (=improving poor areas of towns or cities by making new 

jobs, homes etc) The government has spent a lot of money on urban renewal.urban 
growth/development Rapid urban growth meant a lot of green spaces were 
lost. | The urban development project includes the creation of a new shopping 

centre.urban decay (=a situation in which the living conditions in a city become very 
bad) The city developed a reputation for crime and urban decay.urban 
deprivation (=the problem of people in cities being very poor) The government should 

do more to reduce urban deprivation.the urban population In Venezuela, the urban 
population has grown at a faster rate than has the total population.urban 

planning/design Urban planning should not favor car drivers over pedestrians and 
cyclists.urban sprawl (=the spread of city buildings and houses into an area that used 
to be countryside) Past efforts to control urban sprawl have been largely ineffective.the 

urban environment The high quality of Glasgow's urban environment attracts 
visitors.urban life Urban life attracts young people looking for 
adventure.ANTONYMS → rural 

urge /ɜːdʒ $ ɜːrdʒ/ noun  a strong wish or needADJECTIVESa 

strong/powerful/great urge The urge to have some more ice cream was 
too strong to resist.an irresistible/uncontrollable/overwhelming urge (=very 

strong) When I saw him, I had an irresistible urge to laugh.a sudden urge She fought 
back the sudden urge to beg his forgiveness.a terrible urge He had a terrible urge to 
run away and hide.an instinctive/basic/natural urge also a primal urge formal (=a 

natural urge that all people or animals have) Every animal has an instinctive urge to 
survive.a human urge There is a fundamental human urge to try to understand the 
world.a sexual/biological urge Most of us feel the biological urge to 

reproduce.VERBSfeel/have/get an urge I still sometimes feel an urge to have a 
cigarette. | Every so often, I get the urge to make a cake.be overcome by an urge I 
was overcome by an irresistible urge to cry.resist/fight/suppress an urge She had 

to resist a constant urge to look back over her shoulder.satisfy an urge (=do what 
you feel you want to do) He satisfied his urge to travel by going to India.give in to an 
urge (=do what you feel you want to do, when this is wrong) I try not to give in 

to the urge to gossip. 

urgency noun  the need to deal with or do something quicklyADJECTIVESgreat 

urgency The situation is one of great urgency.added/increased urgency The rapid 
spread of the disease has given added urgency to a national health education 
campaign.new urgency Following the recent wave of terrorist attacks, senior 
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politicians are working for peace with a new 

urgency.VERBSunderstand/recognize/realize the urgency of sth The rich countries 
must recognize the urgency of removing the obstacles to development in the poorer 

parts of the world.stress/emphasize the urgency of sth She stressed the urgency of 
economic and political reform.lend/add urgency to sth (=make it urgent) Rising fuel 
prices have lent urgency to the search for alternative electrical power 

sources.PREPOSITIONSthe urgency of sth Politicians are finally realizing the urgency 
of the matter.PHRASESsth is a matter of urgency (=it is very urgent) Dealing with 
climate change is a matter of urgency.sth is a matter of the utmost urgency (=it is 

extremely urgent) The crisis is a matter of the utmost urgency.a sense/note of 
urgency There was a note of urgency in her voice. | These discussions were given a 
sense of urgency by the bitter railway strike of October 1919.a lack of urgency There 

seemed to be a lack of urgency about the team’s performance. 

urgent /ˈɜːdʒənt $ ˈɜːr-/ adjective  needing to be dealt with or done 

immediatelyADVERBSextremely urgent Can you give him the message? It’s extremely 
urgent.most urgent spoken (=very urgent) I need to talk to the principal – it’s most 

urgent.increasingly urgent The situation is becoming increasingly urgent.NOUNSan 
urgent problem It is an urgent problem which must be tackled at once.an urgent 

need There is an urgent need for stricter regulation.urgent action Urgent action is 
needed to boost employment.urgent attention She believes the nation’s drug problem 
requires urgent attention.an urgent task/job I’ve got some urgent tasks to finish 

before I leave tonight.urgent business She told them that she had urgent business on 
the other side of town.an urgent meeting Health chiefs have called an urgent 
meeting to discuss the problem.urgent talks The union is seeking urgent talks with 

management on this matter.an urgent message I have an urgent message for Sam – 
where is he? 

use1 /juːz/ verb  to do something with or in somethingNOUNSuse a 

computer/phone/machine etc Doctors are using computers to treat patients.use a 

car/bicycle/bus etc More and more people are using their cars to travel to work.use 
a room/office/house/building etc He is welcome to use my office.use a system/a 
program/the internet You need to have special training before you 

can use the system.use a method/technique/approach The houses are 
built using traditional methods.use your skill/knowledge I want a job which allows 

me to use my language skills.use information/data Some people are worried about 
how this information will be used.use a word/term/name/phrase Advertisers like 
to use words like ‘new’ and ‘exciting’.use a language The language he uses sounds 

rather old-fashioned.use a reason/excuse/argument They use the argument that 
nuclear energy is good for the environment.use the opportunity/chance to do 
sth You should use the opportunity to meet new people.ADVERBSuse sth 

carefully The drug needs to be used very carefully.use sth sparingly (=be careful to 
only use a little of something) We try to use water sparingly.PREPOSITIONSuse sth for 
sth I often use the internet for my coursework.use sth as sth The room is being used 

as a store room.PHRASESbe easy/difficult to use The camera is very easy to 

use.ready to use The sauce is ready to use from the jar. Use or take?When talking  

about ways of travelling, you often say take instead of use: It’s quicker if  
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we take the bus. Why don’t we take the train instead of driving? It’s better for the  

environment. THESAURUS: 

useutilize formalskills | expertise | knowledge | information | data | technolog

y | method | technique | equipment | system | servicesto use something that is  

available to you, for a practical purpose:She feels that her skills are not being  

fully utilized. | They are able to utilize the expertise of some of the country’s top  

scientists. | Employees are encouraged to utilize their knowledge and experience to  

suggest improvements to the system. | Companies can utilize this information when 

making business decisions. | The engineers are utilizing a new technology which makes  

the machines work much faster. | The two teams of researchers utilized the 

same methods. | A range of techniques have been utilized when studying climate 

change. | College equipment must not be utilized for personal use. | They are 

currently utilizing the AS400 computer system for their financial records. | We are able  

to utilize the services of accountants and 

lawyers.employ formalmethod | approach | strategy | technique | meansto use a  

particular way of doing something:New and more highly developed 

farming methods were employed. | A number of approaches can be employed to assist  

this process. | Several strategies can be employed to improve security at  

airports. | The surgeons employed a technique which has never been used 

before. | They employed every means at their disposal (=every available  

method).applymethod | approach | theory | technique | technology | knowledg

e | rule | principle | standard | criterionto use something such as a method or a  

principle, in a particular situation:They applied modern scientific methods to the study  

of traditional Chinese medicine. | This time, she decided to apply a  

different approach. | Professor Pinker applied Darwin’s theories to the study of human 

behaviour. | We are applying new technologies that will increase productivity  

dramatically. | Students will have the opportunity to apply the knowledge they have 

learned in practical situations. | The rules are being applied very strictly. | The 

company has been working to reduce its waste by applying the principles of Total  

Quality Management. | People are beginning to apply human standards of medicine to  

the care of their animals. | We apply the same criteria to everybody – there are no 

special circumstances.draw on sthexperience | knowledge | memories | workto  

use something that you or other people have learned in the past, in order to help you 

do something:He was able to draw on his own experience as a teacher when he was  

writing the book. | There is a huge amount of existing knowledge for researchers  

to draw on. | She drew on her childhood memories of her grandparents. | Jung draws 

on the work of Gerhard Adler, a fellow German 

psychologist.exploitopportunity | situation | potential | resources | weaknessto  
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use something, especially so that you can get advantages for yourself:Some companies  

are failing to exploit opportunities in overseas markets, because they believe exporting  

is too risky. | The government did not want its opponents  

to exploit the situation through the media. | Scientists haven’t begun to exploit the 

full potential of this new technology. | The country will remain poor unless it  

can exploit its huge natural resources. | He was quick to exploit any weakness in his  

opponent’s argument.resort to sthviolence | force | threats | extreme 

measures | desperate measures | legal action | strike actionto use violence,  

force, or other extreme methods as a way of achieving something, especially after all  

other methods have failed:The protesters say they are willing to resort to violence if  

necessary. | We are prepared to resort to force if we have to. | The 

government resorted to threats against opposition leaders. | Some men resorted to  

extreme measures, in order to avoid serving in the army (=they used extreme 

methods). | No one wants to have to resort to legal action (=take a case to  

court).exercise formalpower | control | authority | influence | right | privilege | 

judgment | caution | restraint | self-discipline | discretion | vetoto use your  

power, influence, rights, judgment etc:Congress exercised its power to limit  

government spending. | The government failed to exercise control over the drug  

dealers. | He asked the president to exercise his authority to stop the attacks. | China  

is aiming to exercise more influence in Africa. | Only 40% of the 

population exercised their right to vote. | The king rarely exercises this privilege (=this  

special right, especially one that comes from your position in society). | Doctors have 

to exercise their professional judgment in these cases. | Caution should  

be exercised when drawing conclusions from this research (=you should be careful  

about it). | He urged the millions of protesters to exercise restraint (=not do 

something, even though you want to do it). | The press must exercise self-control so 

that it can continue to do its vital work. | The police officer can exercise discretion in  

minor traffic offences (=choose what to do, based on your own judgment). | The 

president must decide whether to exercise his veto (=use his right to prevent  

something from being  

agreed).exert formalinfluence | pressure | power | control | authorityto use your  

influence, power, authority etc:The church still exerts considerable influence over  

people’s lives. | The US exerted pressure on him to resign. | Big supermarkets  

can exert enormous power in order to keep food prices low. | The 

government exerts little control in these areas, which are far from the capital  

city. | The teacher was forced to exert her authority and sent him home from 

class. You can also say make use of something, when talking about using something  
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that is available to you: Guests can make use of the hotel facilities, including the gym  

and the swimming pool.  

use2 /juːs/ noun  the way that something is used, or how often something is 

usedADJECTIVESgood/better/best use Universities need to make better use of 
technology.efficient/effective use More efficient use of energy can reduce our 
heating bills by as much as 50%. | We need to consider whether there could be a 

more effective use of our time.greater use (=something is used more) We want to 
encourage employees to make greater use of the sports 
facilities.widespread/extensive use (=in many places and by many 

people) The widespread use of the internet has given ordinary people access to all kinds 
of information.heavy use (=something is used a lot) Heavy use of chemicals is having 
a damaging effect on the environment.excessive use (=something is used too 

much) There was excessive use of force by the police.regular use These drugs are not 
recommended for regular use.occasional use (=something is only used a few 
times) The car has only had occasional use.proper/correct/appropriate use They 

are trained in the proper use of the equipment.clever/skilful use Clever use of make-
up can improve your appearance.personal/private use He keeps the helicopter for his 
own personal use.full/maximum use (=something is used as much as possible) The 

book shows you how to make full use of your talents.optimum use (=the best possible 
use of something) The room is designed to make optimum use of the available 

space.VERBSmake use of sth (=use it) Do the students make use of the library?come 
into use/be brought into use (=start being used) Computers first came into use in 
the early 1950s.go out of use (=stop being used) In Britain thousands of railway 

stations have gone out of use.encourage/promote the use of sth We do 
not encourage the regular use of sleeping pills.ban/prohibit the use of sth The 
treaty bans the use of chemical weapons.NOUNS + useenergy use These cookers are 

more efficient in their energy use.land use We carried out a survey of land use in 
national parks.car use We can help to reduce car use by providing good public 
transport.drug/alcohol/tobacco use Drug use is on the increase.PREPOSITIONSthe 

use of sth There are strict rules concerning the use of weapons by police 
officers.PHRASESput sth to (good) use (=use it to achieve something useful) The 
money you raised will be put to good use.in use (=being used) The car is 50 years old, 

but it is still in use.in constant use (=used all the time) The meeting room is in 
constant use. 

useful /ˈjuːsfəl/ adjective  if something is useful, it is good because it helps you 

to do what you wantNOUNSuseful information The book is packed with useful 
information about Paris.useful advice My father gave me some useful advice.a useful 
tip (=a useful piece of advice about the best way to do something) The website has 

some useful tips on selling your home.a useful source The internet is a useful 
source of information.(a) useful experience I thought that the trip would be a useful 
experience.a useful tool (=a useful method) Videos can be a useful tool for language 

teaching.a useful contribution He made a useful contribution to the team’s 
performance.VERBSfind sth useful Did you find the book useful?come in useful (=be 
useful) The extra money will come in useful.prove useful formal (=be shown to be 

useful) His advice proved very useful.make yourself useful He made himself 
useful around the house by doing chores.PREPOSITIONSbe useful for (doing) sth The 
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cupboard is useful for storing sheets and towels.be useful to sb The money will 

be useful to me.ADVERBSextremely/really useful The drug has proved extremely 
useful in treating the disease.especially/particularly useful I found the 

pronunciation information especially useful.potentially useful (=may be useful in the 
future) The data is potentially useful to scientists.PHRASESit is useful to do sth It is 
useful to know what to do in case of an emergency.serve no useful purpose (=not be 

useful) Sending her to prison will serve no useful purpose.a useful way of doing 
sth Keeping lists of the words you learn is a useful way of remembering 

vocabulary.THESAURUS: usefulhandyhint | tip | way | book | guideuseful and 

convenient or easy to use. Handy is more informal than useful:He gave me 

some handy hints about what to buy in the local market. | A handy tip is to put the 

seeds in some water before you plant them. | I’ve found a handy way of using up old  

bread. | If you want to know more about Freud, this book is very handy. | The 

map came in handy when we were trying to find our hotel (=it was  

useful).helpfuladvice | suggestion | hint | tip | informationif something is helpful,  

it is useful because it helps you to do something:The leaflet contains plenty of helpful  

advice on giving up smoking. | Thank you for all your helpful suggestions. | My teacher  

gave me some helpful hints to improve my writing. | We hope this information will  

be helpful to you in making your decision. | It can be helpful to discuss your  

problems with a friend. | The drug is helpful in treating  

depression.worthwhileexperience | job | career | cause | activity | exercise | in

vestmentif something is worthwhile, it is useful because it benefits you or other  

people:Working with young children can be a very worthwhile experience. | It’s good to  

know that I’m doing a worthwhile job. | The education system should be designed to  

train people for a long and worthwhile career. | We decided to give the money to  

a worthwhile cause (=one that helps people). | I found the course 

extremely worthwhile and I learned a great deal.VERY 

USEFULvaluableinformation | source | help | advice | contribution | experience 

| resource | asset | insight | guidevery useful:This information could be valuable  

to the police. | Eggs are a valuable source of protein. | Our colleague Mark Wheadon 

has also given valuable help. | Thank you for all your valuable advice. | He made 

a valuable contribution to the discussion. | Students are able to gain valuable  

experience of working on a farm. | The data will be a valuable resource for  

scientists. | She is a valuable asset to the team. | The archaeological records give us a  

valuable insight into the life of a medieval village (=useful information which helps you 

understand more about something). | For anyone with an interest in the subject, the 

book is a valuable  

guide.invaluableinformation | source | resource | experience | help | contributi

on | asset | insight | guideextremely useful:These records provide invaluable  

information for scientists. | The letters are an invaluable source of information for  
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researchers. | Church records are an invaluable resource for the historian. | The 

competition provides invaluable experience for young tennis players. | The authors  

would like to thank Theresa Madden for her invaluable help. | The festival makes  

an invaluable contribution to the cultural life of the city. | Rachel was an invaluable  

asset to the team. | The film gives a fascinating and invaluable insight into the world of  

fashion. | The book is an invaluable guide to English grammar. | The drug could  

be invaluable for treating cancer  

patients.indispensablepart | element | tool | guide | sourcesomeone or something  

that is indispensable is so useful and important that you cannot do something without  

them:He became an indispensable part of the team. | Plastic has become 

an indispensable element of our everyday lives (=an indispensable part – a formal  

use). | Market research is an indispensable tool for business success (=you cannot  

succeed without it). | The book is an indispensable guide to the theories of Adam 

Smith. | To Charles he was an indispensable source of wisdom and experience. | For  

walkers, a compass is absolutely indispensable. Verbs used with words  

meaning usefulYou can find something  

handy/helpful/worthwhile/valuable/invaluable/indispensable.Something  

can prove helpful/worthwhile/valuable/invaluable/indispensable.You can also say that  

something is of use (=it is useful in some way): I hope you’ll find the book of  

use. The information could be of use to an enemy. ANTONYMS → useless 

useless /ˈjuːsləs/ adjective  not useful or effective in any 

wayADVERBScompletely/totally/absolutely/utterly useless The map was old and 
it was completely useless.virtually/almost/practically useless The spray 
was virtually useless in keeping away the mosquitoes.fairly useless also pretty 

useless BrE (=rather useless) If the knife isn’t sharp, it is pretty 
useless.NOUNSuseless information His mind is full of useless information about 
sport.VERBSprove useless formal (=something is shown not to be effective when you 

use it) Police checkpoints proved useless at stopping the suicide bombers.render sth 
useless formal (=make it useless) She was in a terrible accident which rendered her 
legs virtually useless.PREPOSITIONSuseless for sth Salt water flooded onto the land, 

making it useless for farming.useless to sb The information was useless 
to me.PHRASESit is useless trying to do sth It’s useless trying to argue with 
him.worse than useless My raincoat is so old, it is worse than 

useless. GrammarUseless is usually used after the verb be, or other verbs. The only  

noun it is commonly used with is information. For other nouns, it is better to use the  

adjectives in the Thesaurus section. THESAURUS: 

uselesspointlessexercise | question | argumentnot likely to have any useful  
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result:Washing his clothes seemed like a pointless exercise, if he was going to get  

them dirty again the next day. | He kept asking me pointless questions. | I don’t want  

to get involved in another pointless argument about money. | It is completely 

pointless arguing with him – he always thinks he is  

right.futileattempt | effort | exercise | gesture | searchactions that are futile are 

not worth doing because they have no chance of being successful:She shut the door in  

a futile attempt to keep out the smoke. | The defenders made a futile effort to save the 

city. | The talks were a futile exercise, because neither side was interested in  

peace. | Averland sent troops to support them, but he knew it was a futile  

gesture (=something that you do, even though you know it cannot possibly be 

successful). | The search for the missing child proved futile (=it was  

unsuccessful).hopelesstask | situation | attempt | struggle | caseif something  

that you try to do is hopeless, there is no hope of being successful:Trying to stop the 

fire from spreading was a hopeless task. | The situation seemed hopeless and 

everyone thought that the factory would close. | He was jumping up and down in  

a hopeless attempt to keep warm. | It was a hopeless struggle to find any food. | At  

first, his doctors thought that he was a hopeless case (=someone who you cannot do 

anything to help, or a situation that is impossible to  

change).fruitlesssearch | attempt | effort | talks | negotiations | discussionsif  

something is fruitless, you do not find or achieve what you want:Hamilton led  

investigators on a fruitless search of the desert. | He made several fruitless  

attempts to persuade them of his innocence. | After three weeks of fruitless  

negotiations, they seemed no closer to finding an 

agreement. | These discussions proved fruitless, with each side blaming the 

other. You can also say that something is a waste of time/money/effort (=it is not  

worth the time, money, or effort that you use because you do not achieve  

anything): The scheme was a waste of money. ANTONYMS → useful 

user /ˈjuːzə $ -ər/ noun  someone who uses a product, service 

etc GrammarOften plural. NOUNS + usera computer user Computer users are being 

warned to look out for the virus.a road user Signal to let other road users know you 
are turning right.an internet user Internet users who illegally download music could 

face large fines.a drug user To her horror, she found out her son was a drug user.a 
wheelchair user The paths through the park are suitable for wheelchair users.a 
business user (=businesses who use something) The hotel offers special midweek 

rates targeted at business users.ADJECTIVESa regular user If you are 
a regular sunbed user, you risk long-term skin damage.a heavy user (=someone who 
uses something a lot) Electricity companies are warning that heavy users face much 

higher bills.a light user (=someone who uses something only a little) Light users of 
the service will receive a reduction in their bill. 
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user-friendly /ˌjuːzə ˈfrendli/ adjective  THESAURUS > easy 

 

usual /ˈjuːʒuəl, ˈjuːʒəl/ adjective  happening, done, or existing most of the time 

or in most situationsNOUNSthe usual way/manner/method Make a cheese sauce 

in the usual way.the usual time/place I’ll meet you at the usual time.the usual 
pattern Our conversation followed the usual pattern.usual practice (=what is 
normally considered the right way to do something) It is our usual practice to ask for 

payment in advance.the usual routine Everything felt strange because I was away 
from home and my usual routine.the usual number/amount/quantity The birds 
produced only half the usual number of eggs.the usual sort of sth Dad gave me the 

usual sort of advice about studying hard.the usual stuff informal We had all the usual 
stuff for breakfast.the usual suspects (=the people or things that are usually involved 
in or responsible for something) When a window was broken, the head teacher 

called the usual suspects to his study.the usual channels (=the usual system or 
method) Any complaints must be dealt with through the usual channels.PHRASESas 
usual (=used for saying what usually happens) John was late, as 

usual.longer/quicker/worse etc than usual It is taking longer than usual for orders 
to reach our customers.as big/much etc as usual I didn’t feel as relaxed as usual.not 
your usual self (=behaving differently from usual, especially by seeming worried or 

upset) Clare didn’t seem her usual self today.it’s business as usual (=used for saying 
that something or someone is still working or operating as normal when people think 
they might not be) It’s business as usual at the White House despite the dramatic 

events of yesterday 

utensil /juːˈtensəl/ noun  THESAURUS > tool (1) 

utility AC /juːˈtɪləti, juːˈtɪlɪti/ noun  a service such as gas or electricity provided 

for people to use GrammarOften plural, except when used before another  

noun. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + utilitya public utility The government can take over the 

direct operation of public utilities.a privatized utility (=controlled by a private 
company) Many people have purchased shares in privatised utilities.an 
electric/water/gas utility The company is Belgium’s biggest gas utility.utility + 

NOUNSa utility bill Some people can’t afford to pay their utility bills.a utility 
company Utility companies have increased their prices.the utility industry ABB is an 
established company in the utility industry. 

utilize also utilise BrE /ˈjuːtəlaɪz/ verb  THESAURUS > use1 

Letter V 

vacancy /ˈveɪkənsi/ noun  a job that is available for someone to start 

doingNOUNS + vacancya job vacancy He searched the newspapers regularly for job 
vacancies.a staff vacancy Many officers are working overtime because of staff 

vacancies.ADJECTIVESa suitable vacancy We will keep your letter on file in case 
other suitable vacancies arise.an unfilled vacancy (=a job for which no one has been 
hired) The teaching unions estimate there are some 10,000 unfilled 

vacancies.VERBShave a vacancy We have no vacancies for cleaners at 
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present.advertise a vacancy Where did you see the vacancy advertised?fill a 

vacancy (=find someone for a job, or be the person who takes the job) I’m afraid 
that vacancy has now been filled.create/leave a 

vacancy The vacancy was created when the previous coach resigned.a vacancy 
comes up also a vacancy arises/occurs formal (=it 
happens) A vacancy has arisen on the committee.PREPOSITIONSa vacancy for sb She 

asked if there were any vacancies for salespeople. 

vacant /ˈveɪkənt/ adjective  empty, or available for someone to have or 

useNOUNSa vacant seat/chair I was lucky enough to find a vacant seat on the bus.a 
vacant house/apartment/building Some of these vacant buildings are in a very bad 

condition.vacant land Nearly all the vacant land has been bought by property 
developers.a vacant lot AmE (=an empty unused area of land in a city) He had 
watched the area develop from vacant lots to a busy neighborhood full of new 

apartment blocks.a vacant space/site People have started using vacant spaces in the 
city to grow vegetables.a vacant position/post (=a job that is available) The 
company has several vacant positions that need filling.VERBSleave sth vacant The 

position was left vacant by the retirement of Ted Anderson. | A lot of office space 
was left vacant after the size of the staff was reduced.become vacant The 

house became vacant when the old lady died.a job/post falls vacant formal (=it 
becomes available) When posts fall vacant they should be publicly 

advertised.THESAURUS: vacant→ available→ empty 

vacation /vəˈkeɪʃən $ veɪ-/ noun AmE  1. a period of time when you travel to 

another place for pleasureADJECTIVES/NOUNS + vacationa summer vacation We went 
to Europe on our last summer vacation.a family vacation We had to cancel the family 

vacation.a long vacation She decided to take a long vacation.a short vacation We 
spent a short vacation at the beach.a two-week/three-day etc vacation He went for 
a two-week vacation in Palm Springs.a skiing/golfing/walking etc vacation We 

took a walking vacation in Sicily.VERBSgo on vacation Where are you going on your 
vacation?take/have a vacation We usually take a vacation once a year.need a 
vacation also could use a vacation informal You’re working too hard. 

You need a vacation.spend a vacation We spent most of our vacation on the 
beach.book a vacation I booked our vacation on the internet.plan a 
vacation Whenever we plan a vacation our first thought is “Can we take the 

dogs?”vacation + NOUNSa vacation spot (=a place for a vacation) The island is my 
favorite vacation spot.a vacation home/house They have a vacation home near 
Carmel.vacation plans Do you have any vacation plans this summer?a vacation 

trip I’m planning a vacation trip to Costa Rica.PREPOSITIONSon vacation He’s on 

vacation in Hawaii.Don’t say have vacation. Say be on vacation. Vacation is used in  

American English. British speakers say holiday. THESAURUS: 

vacationholidaya day that is set by law, when no one has to go to work or  

school:the Thanksgiving holiday | New Year’s Day is a national holiday. | In 2002,  

there was an extra public holiday to mark the Queen’s golden jubilee. | the 

August bank holiday (=a day when all the banks and shops are closed – used in British  

English)breaka time when you stop working or studying in order to rest, or a short  
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vacation from school:We decided to have a ten-minute coffee break. | We usually stop  

and have a tea break at about 10 o'clock. | I think we should have a break for  

lunch. | Lots of college kids come to the beaches during the spring break. | What are 

you doing in the Christmas break?leavea time when you are allowed not to work:We 

get four weeks’ annual leave (=paid time off work each year). | He has been taking a  

lot of sick leave recently (=time off work because you are ill). | Angela is on maternity  

leave (=time off work when having a baby). | He was given compassionate leave to go 

to his father’s funeral (=time off work because someone close to you has died, is very  

ill etc).sabbaticala period when someone stops doing their usual work in order to  

study or travel:Mr Collins is on sabbatical for six months. | I’m thinking of taking a  

sabbatical next year.2. a time of rest from work or schoolADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ vacationpaid vacation (=time spent away from your job when you still get paid) My 

job allows me three weeks' paid vacation a year.school/college vacation The school 
vacation starts next week.summer vacation Denise came home during her summer 
vacation from college.VERBStake vacation She has not taken any vacation this 

year.have/get vacation How much vacation do you get in your new 
job?PREPOSITIONSon vacation (from sth) He was at home on vacation from his 
studies.in/during a vacation I went home to stay with my 

family during the vacation. Vacation is used in American English. British speakers  

say holiday.  

vaccine /ˈvæksiːn $ vækˈsiːn/ noun [C,U]  a substance that protects people from 

a particular diseaseADJECTIVESan effective vaccine The vaccine is 95% effective.a 
safe vaccine Parents were worried that the vaccine wasn’t safe.a live 

vaccine (=containing living organisms) Live vaccines must be used within a short 
period of time.NOUNS + vaccinea flu/AIDS/malaria etc vaccine Doctors need more 
supplies of the flu vaccine. | The company has developed a new AIDS vaccine.VERBSa 

vaccine protects sb against sth The vaccine is used to protect people against 
polio.give sb a vaccine The vaccine is usually given to young children.have had a 
vaccine (=have been given it) Have you had your flu vaccine?develop a 

vaccine Scientists are currently developing a new vaccine against 
malaria.PREPOSITIONSa vaccine for/against a disease There is a vaccine 
for pneumonia.PHRASESa dose/shot of vaccine Two doses of vaccine are given at an 

interval of four weeks. 

vacuum /ˈvækjuəm, -kjʊm/ noun  a situation in which someone or something is 

missing or lackingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + vacuuma power vacuum The leader’s sudden 

death created a power vacuum.a political vacuum Military leaders stepped in to fill 
the political vacuum.a leadership vacuum There was a leadership vacuum in the 
Republican Party.a policy vacuum There is a policy vacuum on climate change.a 

moral vacuum (=a lack of moral standards) Many children are growing up in a moral 
vacuum.a spiritual vacuum (=a lack of things the human spirit needs) He spoke of 
the spiritual vacuum created by consumerism.VERBScreate/leave a vacuum The 

weakening influence of the church has left a vacuum in some people’s lives. | His 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [2340] 

sudden departure created a vacuum at the head of the company.fill a vacuum New 

political ideas filled the vacuum left by the fall of communism. 

vague /veɪɡ/ adjective  not clear or definiteNOUNSa vague 

idea/notion/concept The students only had a vague idea of what they were 

supposed to do.a vague sense/feeling She had a vague feeling that she had missed 
something important.a vague recollection/memory I have only a vague 
recollection of what the house looked like.a vague impression Everything happens so 

quickly that all you are left with is a vague impression.a vague suspicion A vague 
suspicion began to form in his mind.a vague unease/dread (=a feeling that 
something bad is going to happen) As I entered the empty building, I felt a vague 

unease.a vague promise The politicians made vague promises about reforms.a vague 
description Witnesses gave only a vague description of the driver.a vague 
hint/reference He gave only a few vague hints about his personal life.a vague 

gesture When I asked where Ricky was, she made a vague gesture in the direction of 
the house.a vague shape/outline It was getting light, and she could just make out 
the vague shape of a building ahead of her. 

vain /veɪn/ adjective  1. failing to achieve the result you wanted GrammarOnly  

used before a noun in this meaning. NOUNSa vain attempt/effort/bid He waved his 

arms in a vain attempt to scare the dog away.a vain hope Young men moved south in 
the vain hope of finding work.a vain search Parents have been to every store in town 

in a vain search for the toy.a vain plea/appeal He made a vain plea for 
mercy.2. disapproving too proud of your looks, abilities, or positionNOUNSa vain 
man/woman/person Ramsay was a vain man who named his daughter after his own 

first and middle names.ADVERBSrather vain She was rather vain and spent hours 
putting on make-up.too vain Michael was too vain to wear glasses.PREPOSITIONSvain 
about sth Although he was vain about his looks, he was even more vain about the 

state of his physique. 

valiant /ˈvæliənt/ adjective  THESAURUS > brave 

valid AC /ˈvæləd, ˈvælɪd/ adjective  good and based on what is reasonable or 

sensibleNOUNSa valid point I think he is making a valid point.a valid reason I had a 

perfectly valid reason for being there.a valid excuse You must have a valid excuse for 
any absence.a valid argument He explains why none of these arguments are valid.a 
valid criticism/complaint If the complaint is valid, the customer should get his 

money back.a valid conclusion The researcher could not draw any valid 
conclusions from this data.ADVERBSequally valid Each of these ways of looking at 
things is equally valid.perfectly valid It’s a perfectly 

valid question.statistically/scientifically valid (=based on correct numbers or good 
research) The drug trials were not scientifically valid. 

valley /ˈvæli/ noun  an area of lower land between two lines of hills or 

mountainsADJECTIVESa deep/steep valley The river had carved out a deep valley.a 
green/wooded/lush valley (=one with a lot of plants or trees growing in it) There 
were cattle grazing down in the green valley.a fertile valley (=where crops grow 

well) The farm is situated in a fertile valley.a peaceful/quiet valley They sat 
together, looking out over the peaceful valley.a narrow 
valley The valley becomes narrower at this point.a wide/broad valley The castle is 
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on a hill, overlooking the wide valley below.a shallow valley We camped beside a 

stream in a shallow valley.NOUNS + valleya river valley The route passes through 
beautiful wooded river valleys.a mountain valley The village is in a remote mountain 

valley.the Thames/San Fernando/Loire etc Valley (=a valley with a particular river 
running through it) There are beautiful views across the Forth Valley.valley + NOUNSthe 
valley floor Most of the town is built on the valley floor.PHRASESthe side of a 

valley He looked across to the far side of the valley.the slopes of a valley They live 
on the slopes of a wooded valley.the head of a valley (=the higher end of a 
valley) There is a waterfall at the head of the valley.the bottom of a valley The 

stream in the bottom of the valley was spanned by a narrow bridge.THESAURUS: 

valleygorgea deep narrow valley with steep sides – often used in names, especially  

in Europe:The river flows through a deep gorge. | Cheddar Gorgecanyona deep valley  

with very steep sides – often used in names, especially in North and South  

America:She looked down the side of the canyon. | We visited the Grand Canyon in  

Arizona.ravinea small valley with very steep sides:He fell down a ravine.glena deep 

narrow valley in Scotland or Ireland:They followed the river along the glen. | We 

visited the beautiful Glens of Antrim.gullya small narrow valley, usually formed by a  

lot of rain flowing down the side of a hill:They reached the top by scrambling up a  

gully.  

valuable /ˈvæljuəbəl, -jəbəl/ adjective  1. worth a lot of moneyNOUNSa 

valuable painting/ring/antique etc The museum has some extremely valuable 
paintings.valuable jewellery BrE valuable jewelry AmE Thieves stole valuable 
jewellery and other items.a valuable object/item The most valuable object was a 

rare Chinese vase.valuable land The estate includes 

some valuable agricultural land.THESAURUS: 

valuablepreciousmetal | stonevery rare and expensive:The company hoped to  

find gold or other precious metals. | The bracelet was decorated with diamonds and 

other precious stones.pricelessantique | jewel | collectionso valuable that it is  

impossible to calculate a price:The big house is full of priceless antiques. | The 

exhibition features a priceless collection of some of the best examples of African  

art. | The statue is priceless.2. very useful and importantNOUNSvaluable 

information He was able to provide the police with some valuable information.a 
valuable source of sth Nuts are a valuable source of protein.valuable help She 

thanked them for their valuable help.valuable advice The book is full of valuable 
advice about growing plants.a valuable contribution She made a 
valuable contribution to the discussion.valuable experience/lesson Nursing students 

can gain valuable experience of caring for patients.a valuable resource/tool (=a very 
useful thing you can use to do something) The internet is a valuable tool for research.a 
valuable insight (=a very useful idea about something) The films provide a valuable 

insight into what life was like in the early part of the 20th century.a valuable 
asset (=someone or something that is very useful and helps you be successful) Lisa is 
a valuable asset to the team.a valuable commodity (=a type of person or thing that 

is considered to be very important and useful) Skilled workers are a valuable 
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commodity.valuable time Police officers waste valuable time doing 

paperwork.ADVERBSextremely/highly valuable The information is highly valuable for 
people who are making investment decisions.VERBSprove valuable formal (=be 

valuable to someone when they are trying to do something) His knowledge of Russian 
was to prove very valuable for his work.PREPOSITIONSvaluable for sb/sth The book 
will be valuable for students of all ages.valuable to sb This information could be 

valuable to the police.THESAURUS: 

valuablepreciouspossessions | memory | gift | time | momentsif something is  

precious, it is very important to you and you care about it a lot:The picture was one of  

her most precious possessions. | The house was full of precious memories. | Education  

is the single most precious gift we can offer to every citizen. | I don't want to waste 

any more of your precious time. | At least she had a few precious moments alone with  

him before Doreen arrived. | My freedom is very precious 

to me.treasuredpossessions | memory | giftvery special and important to someone  

- used especially about something that you keep for a long time:She kept her  

most treasured possessions in a box under her bed. | The holiday was now a treasured  

memory. | The table cloth was a treasured gift from her  

grandmother.irreplaceableextremely special and important, especially because it is  

the only one of its kind:The manuscripts are said to be irreplaceable. You  

use invaluable about something that is extremely useful: The data will be invaluable  

to scientists researching climate change. THESAURUS: valuable→ useful  

value /ˈvæljuː/ noun  1. the amount of money that something is 

worthADJECTIVES/NOUNS + valuethe total value The total value of his computer 
equipment is around £5,000.the real value The real value of their salaries has 

fallen.sth is good value (=it is worth the money you paid for it) At ten euros a pair, 
these jeans are really good value.sth is bad/poor value (=it is not worth the money 
you paid for it) Ten dollars for a coffee is really bad value.high value (=worth a lot of 

money) You should insure any goods of high value.low value (=not worth a lot of 
money) The low value of the dollar will benefit tourists.the market value (=the 
amount something can be sold for) The mortgage is more than the house’s 

current market value.the monetary/cash value (=the value of something in 
money) They made an attempt to assess the cash value of the contract.face 
value (=the value printed on something) The tickets are selling for far more than 

their face value.street value (=the amount that users will pay for illegal drugs) Drugs 
with a street value of £1,600 were found in the car.property/land values Property 
values have fallen sharply.VERBShave a value of sth The diamond has a value of over 

$1 million.increase/rise/go up in value The painting has gone up in value since we 
bought it.double in value The house doubled in value over two years.double the 
value of sth We doubled the value of the car by filling it with petrol!add value to 

sth A brand adds value to a product.fall/go down in value There is a risk that the 
shares may fall in value.reduce the value of sth A new housing development 
could reduce the value of your home or spoil your view.put a value on sth (=say how 
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much it is worth) It’s hard to put a value on something so unusual.the value of sth 

increases/rises The value of the land had increased by $2 million.the value of sth 
falls The value of your investment may fall.sth holds its value (=its value does not 

fall over time) Good quality furniture should hold its value.PREPOSITIONSthe value of 
sth The value of your investments can go down as well as up.PHRASESa fall/drop in 
value There was a sudden drop in the value of oil.a rise/increase in value We saw a 

rapid increase in the land’s value.value for money BrE (=good value) Every customer 

is looking for value for money.THESAURUS: value→ cost1 (1)2. the importance 

or usefulness of somethingADJECTIVESgreat value These drugs are of great value in 

treating cancer.little value The information was of little value.real/true value The 
documents are too short to be of real value.lasting value (=for a long time) He 
wanted to achieve something of lasting value.practical value (=in real situations) His 

research has been of little practical value.entertainment value (=because of being 
enjoyable) In terms of entertainment value, it’s a great film.sentimental 

value (=because of being a gift, reminding you of someone etc) The ring wasn’t 
expensive but had great sentimental value.nutritional value (=the amount of things 
that a food contains, which are good for your health) The nutritional value of cereals 

can vary.VERBSbe of value (=be important or useful) The fans’ support 
was of great value to the team.have value All ideas have value and should be listened 
to.realize/recognize the value of sth (=understand it is important or useful) He did 

not recognize the value of careful preparation.question the value of sth (=say that it 
is not important or useful) More and more people are questioning the value of 
marriage.the value lies in sth The book’s value lies in the questions it 

raises.PREPOSITIONSthe value of sth They talked to us about the value of a good 
education.PHRASESplace/put a high value on sth (=consider something to be 
important) Our society places a high value on education.3. your values are your ideas 

about what is right and wrong, or what is important in life GrammarAlways plural in  

this meaning. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + valuetraditional values The president called for 

a return to traditional values.moral values (=about right and wrong) She had her own 
set of moral values.cultural/social values The films of the time reflected 
changing social values. | There is sometimes a clash between British and 

Chinese cultural values.human values Society changes, but human values remain the 
same.family values (=traditional ideas about what a family should be like, in which 
marriage is very important) The party places a great emphasis on family values.core 

values (=most basic values) The party needs to express its core 
values clearly.VERBShold/have values People brought up in different 
times hold different social values.share sb’s values They vote for the candidate 

who shares their values.uphold values (=defend or support them) The new party was 
dedicated to upholding traditional values.value + NOUNSa value system (=a set of 
values) People with different value systems can cause conflict in the 

workplace.PHRASESa set of values Young people have a completely different set of 
values. 

vandalism /ˈvændəl-ɪzəm/ noun  the crime of deliberately damaging things, 

especially public propertyADJECTIVESmindless/wanton vandalism (=completely 
stupid and without any purpose) The head teacher described the damage to the school 
buildings as mindless vandalism.cultural vandalism (=something that harms 
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culture) Closing public libraries is an act of cultural vandalism.PHRASESan act of 

vandalism The Richmond police department is investigating an act of vandalism at the 
Reagan Building. 

vanish /ˈvænɪʃ/ verb [I]  to disappear or stop existingADVERBSvanish 

completely/altogether (=stop existing completely) The ship seemed to 
have vanished completely.vanish forever Their traditional way of life may soon vanish 
forever.simply/just vanish There was no sign of any people – they had all just 

vanished.suddenly/quickly vanish The man suddenly vanished into the crowd. | A 
face appeared at the window, then quickly vanished.mysteriously vanish (=in a way 
that cannot be explained) Amelia Earhart’s plane mysteriously vanished somewhere 

over the South Pacific.PREPOSITIONSvanish from somewhere These birds have 
almost vanished from the wild.PHRASESvanish without (a) trace (=disappear 
completely) The driver of the car had vanished without a trace.vanish from 

sight/view She turned a corner and vanished from sight.vanish into thin 
air (=suddenly and completely disappear) My wallet had vanished into thin air.vanish 
from the face of the earth (=no longer exist anywhere on the earth) Nobody really 

knows why the dinosaurs vanished from the face of the earth.sth has all but 
vanished (=almost stopped existing) The community my grandparents grew up in 

has all but vanished.vanish into the darkness/night/mist/fog As mysteriously as 

he had appeared, he vanished into the night.THESAURUS: vanish→ disappear  

variation AC /ˌveəriˈeɪʃən $ ˌver-/ noun  a difference between similar things, or a 

change from the usual amount or form of somethingADJECTIVESgreat/huge/wide 
variation There is a wide variation in the colour of the fruit.considerable/significant 
variation At this age children’s language ability shows considerable 

variation.minor/slight/small variation We noticed some slight variations in the test 
results, but nothing significant.possible variation There are several possible 
variations on the basic plan.individual variation Their average intake is 1,500 

calories, but there is great individual variation.local variation In the last election local 
variations in the way people vote could clearly be seen.regional/geographical 
variation The research shows that regional variations exist as regards what people 

eat.seasonal variation (=variations between different times of the year) The research 
studied seasonal variation in the number of people who caught the disease.genetic 
variation (=variation caused by genes) Biologists are interested in the genetic 

variation between people.VERBSthere is some variation There is some variation in 
size.variation occurs/exists formal (=there is some variation) Variations in 
price occur across the country.cause variation Many factors cause variations in the 

weather.show variation The test results show considerable variation in ability among 
the students.find variation We found a wide variation in people’s opinions.study 
variation She is studying regional variations in pronunciation of certain words.explain 

variation also account for variation formal How can the variations in behaviour 
be explained?NOUNS + variationa temperature variation Astronauts wear special suits 
to protect themselves from extreme temperature variations.a price variation The 

report shows gas price variations within the state.PREPOSITIONSa variation in sth We 
expect seasonal variations in the number of passengers.a variation of sth He played 

us a few variations of the song.a variation on sth The chef came up with a 
new variation on a traditional recipe.a variation between sth There is a lot 
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of variation between individuals when it comes to height.a variation among sth There 

is some variation among cultures regarding the age at which a child is considered adult. 

varied AC /ˈveərid $ ˈver-/ adjective  consisting of or including many different 

kinds of things or people, especially in a way that seems 

interestingADVERBSwidely/highly varied (=very varied) We offer a widely 
varied range of activities. | His musical tastes are highly varied.richly varied (=varied 
in many different ways) England is a richly varied country.NOUNSa varied 

range/selection This book offers a varied selection of realistic business English writing 
tasks.a varied diet Experts agree that a varied diet is the key to good health.a varied 
career He had a long and varied career.varied needs Teachers have to consider 

the varied needs of their students.a varied group The exhibition will show a wide 
range of works by a varied group of artists.a varied collection The zoo has a varied 
collection of animals.varied forms Discrimination can take many varied forms.a 

varied programme BrE a varied program AmE She entertained the audience with 
a varied programme of songs.varied activities We enjoyed a week of varied 
activities including climbing and sailing.PHRASESrich and varied She has led a rich and 

varied life.many and varied His interests are many and varied. 

variety /vəˈraɪəti/ noun  1. a lot of things of the same type that are different 

from each other in some wayADJECTIVESa wide/great/large variety Our school has 

students from a wide variety of backgrounds.a huge/enormous variety Fruit is eaten 
by a huge variety of animals and birds.an infinite/endless variety (=that seems 
never to end) There is a seemingly infinite variety of beers to choose from.a rich 

variety (=of many interesting types) A rich variety of plants grow here.a bewildering 
variety (=so many that you feel confused) There is a bewildering variety of software 
available.an amazing variety The market has an amazing variety of fresh fish.sheer 

variety (=used when emphasizing that there are lots of different types) It is the sheer 
variety of Italian cuisine that makes it so special.VERBSoffer a variety of sth The 
college offers a variety of courses.contain a variety of sth There is a 

library containing a variety of books.include a variety of sth Researchers took care 
to include a variety of women in their study.cover a variety of sth (=deal with a lot of 
different types of things) The book covers a variety of topics.PREPOSITIONSa variety 

of sth A variety of techniques were used.2. if something has variety, it seems 
interesting because it contains several different things, and is not always the 

sameVERBSadd/give/bring variety to sth (=make something seem more interesting 
because it contains different things, not just the same thing) Add variety to your 
exercise routine by trying new sports.have variety I wanted a job that had more 

variety.lack variety His films lack variety – they always seem to have the same 
plot.3. a particular type of thingADJECTIVESa new variety A new variety of banana has 
been developed.a rare/unusual variety She is suffering from a very rare variety of 

the disease.a common variety The most common variety of wild rat is the Norway 
rat.different varieties They have a huge selection of wines, with over 500 different 
varieties on offer.NOUNS + varietya grape/crop/apple etc variety Different grape 

varieties produce wines of different characters.a language variety (=a type of a 
language spoken in a particular area) British and American English are different 
varieties of English.PREPOSITIONSa variety of sth The lake has more than 20 varieties 

of fish. 
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vary AC /ˈveəri $ ˈveri/ verb  to be different from each other, or different in 

different places, situations etcADVERBSvary considerably/greatly/widely The 
amount of food available varies considerably from season to season.vary 
enormously Farm sizes vary enormously within Europe.vary significantly The 

software is the same, but performance can vary significantly on different 
machines.vary wildly (=a lot) Prices varied wildly from store to store.vary 
slightly The cooking time may vary slightly depending on your oven.NOUNSvarying 

degrees She was involved in a number of car accidents of varying degrees of 
seriousness.varying levels Children with varying levels of ability can still be taught 
together.varying sizes Make sure you have pieces of wood of varying sizes to keep 

your fire going.varying amounts Fruits contain varying amounts of natural 
sugar.PREPOSITIONSvary in size/shape/quality etc The hotel’s bedrooms vary 
in size.vary between things/people Guidelines on internet use vary 

between companies.vary with/according to sth The method of training varies 
with the type of work involved.PHRASESvary from place to place/person to 
person/year to year etc The acidity of soil varies from place to place.vary from 10 

to 100/25 cm to 60 cm etc The temperature of the water in the river varies 
from 65°F to 86°F.vary between 10 and 100/25 cm and 60 cm etc The castle had 

walls varying between three and four feet in thickness. 

vast /vɑːst $ væst/ adjective  THESAURUS > huge 

vegetable /ˈvedʒtəbəl/ noun  a plant such as a potato or cabbage that is eaten 

raw or cookedADJECTIVES/NOUNS + vegetablefresh vegetables Fresh vegetables taste 

best just after they have been picked.raw vegetables Some vegetables are better 
eaten raw.organic vegetables (=grown without using chemicals) Most supermarkets 
sell organic fruit and vegetables.green vegetables Eat plenty of green 

vegetables.leafy vegetables Leafy vegetables contain iron.root 
vegetables (=vegetables whose roots you eat, such as carrots) Excellent soups can be 
made from root vegetables.salad vegetables (=that you eat raw in a salad) You can 

buy ready-prepared salad vegetables.canned vegetables also tinned 
vegetables BrE Do canned vegetables have as many vitamins as fresh ones?frozen 
vegetables There are packets of frozen vegetables in the freezer.baby 

vegetables (=vegetables that are eaten before having grown to their full size) Baby 
vegetables can be delicious, but it is important not to overcook them.VERBSgrow 
vegetables If we had a garden, we could grow our own vegetables.vegetable + 

NOUNSvegetable soup I think I’ll have the vegetable soup.vegetable stock (=a liquid 
in which vegetables have been cooked) Gently cook the mushrooms and onions in 
the vegetable stock.vegetable oil She uses vegetable oil instead of butter.a 

vegetable garden/patch/plot (=where you grow vegetables) Anna was digging in 
the vegetable garden.PHRASESfruit and vegetables They buy fruit and vegetables at 
the market. 

vegetarian /ˌvedʒəˈteəriən◂, ˌvedʒɪˈteəriən◂ $ -ˈter-/ noun, adjective  someone 

who does not eat meat or fishNOUNSa vegetarian restaurant There are some 
good vegetarian restaurants in New York.a vegetarian dish/meal They have a small 

selection of vegetarian dishes on the menu.a vegetarian diet Research shows that 
a vegetarian diet is good for your health.ADJECTIVESa strict vegetarian A strict 
vegetarian wouldn’t eat fish.VERBSbecome (a) vegetarian More and more people 
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are becoming vegetarian.PHRASESsth is suitable for vegetarians Is this 

soup suitable for vegetarians? 

vehicle /ˈviːɪkəl/ noun formal  a car, bus, truck, or similar 

machineADJECTIVES/NOUNS + vehiclea motor vehicle (=a car, truck etc) The company 

is a leading manufacturer of motor vehicles.a heavy goods vehicle (=a large 
truck) Drivers of heavy goods vehicles need a special licence.an off-road 
vehicle (=designed for driving on rough ground) Most off-road vehicles are fitted with 

bigger tyres.a commercial vehicle (=used for business) We sell vans, trucks, and 
other commercial vehicles.a stolen vehicle Police have found the stolen vehicle.an 
abandoned vehicle The abandoned vehicle is thought to have been used in the 

robbery.a parked vehicle also a stationary vehicle formal The bomb was hidden in 
a parked vehicle.an oncoming vehicle (=a vehicle moving towards you) I was dazzled 
by the lights of an oncoming vehicle.a military vehicle There have been attacks 

on military vehicles in the area.an armoured vehicle BrE an armored 
vehicle AmE (=with thick metal to protect it from bullets and bombs) Their armoured 
vehicle was hit by a bomb.VERBS + vehicledrive a vehicle Driving a vehicle while drunk 

is a serious crime.park a vehicle The driver had parked the vehicle near traffic 
lights.hire/rent a vehicle Customers may want to hire their own vehicle.own a 

vehicle Police are asking who owns the vehicle.stop a vehicle The driver stopped the 
vehicle outside the bank.vehicle + VERBSa vehicle breaks down (=stops 
working) Police helped the driver of a vehicle that had broken down on the motorway.a 

vehicle collides with sth also a vehicle crashes into sth (=hits something by 
accident) Her vehicle collided with a tree.vehicle + NOUNSvehicle emissions (=gases 
from vehicles’ engines) The new engines are designed to reduce vehicle 

emissions.vehicle crime Police are pleased that vehicle crime has come down.a 
vehicle breakdown In the event of a vehicle breakdown, call the emergency 
services.vehicle sales The company reports an increase in vehicle sales. 

vengeance /ˈvendʒəns/ noun  the act of doing something harmful to someone 

because they harmed youVERBStake vengeance on sb also wreak/exact 
vengeance on sb formal (=do something harmful to someone, because they have 
harmed you) He decided to take vengeance on his wife’s killer.swear/vow vengeance 

on/against sb formal At that moment she swore vengeance on her enemies.seek 
vengeance on/against sb formal The main character seeks vengeance against his 

former business partner.ADJECTIVESa terrible vengeance He exacts a terrible 
vengeance on his daughter’s murderer.PHRASESan act of vengeance The man 
smashed his boss’s car in an act of vengeance. 

venomous /ˈvenəməs/ adjective  THESAURUS > poisonous 

venture /ˈventʃə $ -ər/ noun  a new business activity that involves taking 

risksADJECTIVESa commercial/business venture Companies have less money 
for business ventures than they used to have.sb’s new/latest 

venture Her latest commercial venture is a new Chinese restaurant.a joint 
venture (=by two or more businesses, working together) The new service is a joint 
venture between two software companies.a successful/profitable venture Running 

an internet company can be a highly profitable venture.a failed/unsuccessful 
venture The organisation couldn’t survive another failed venture.an ambitious/bold 
venture The new magazine is another ambitious venture by the millionaire 

businessman.a private venture (=using money from people and businesses, not the 
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government) The airport is operated as a private venture.a financial/money-making 

venture As a successful businessman, he’s always looking for other money-making 
ventures.VERBSset up/start/launch a venture Banks can give advice on setting 

up new business ventures.undertake/embark on a venture formal (=start a new 
venture) The company can’t undertake another major venture at the 
moment.fund/finance/support a venture also invest in a venture (=provide 

money for it) They need other businesses to help fund the venture.join in a 
venture/enter into a venture We’re joining in the venture with several local 
groups.venture + NOUNSventure capital/funds/funding (=money used for new 

business ideas) Banks are making more venture capital available.a venture 
capitalist (=someone who lends money to people who are starting new 
businesses) The company is having talks with a venture capitalist.venture 

partners They can’t sign a contract without speaking to their venture partners. 

venue /ˈvenjuː/ noun  a place where a concert, party, sports event etc takes 

placeADJECTIVESa popular venue The hotel is a popular wedding venue.a suitable 
venue We discussed suitable venues for the meeting.an ideal/perfect venue The hall 

is an ideal venue for a birthday party.a big/large venue A huge event like a 
conference requires a large venue.a major venue Stadiums have now become major 

venues for rock concerts.top/premier venue (=most important venue) The game will 
be played at the country’s premier sports venue.a small/intimate venue (=with 
space for only a small audience) The band plays jazz clubs and other intimate 

venues.NOUNS + venuea music/concert venue The hall makes an excellent music 
venue.a sports/sporting venue The stadium is the most impressive sporting venue in 
the country.an entertainment venue A singer of his standard will demand a top-

class entertainment venue.a conference/exhibition venue The hotel is also widely 
used as a conference venue.a wedding venue Church halls can make perfectly 
good wedding venues.VERBSbook/hire/arrange a venue First set a date for the 

wedding and then book the venue.find/choose a venue Choosing a venue for such a 
large party will be difficult.change the venue for sth We had to change the venue 
for the meeting.play a venue/perform at a venue The band has played all the 

major venues in Europe.fill a venue (=attract very many people who come to 
watch) These popular performers have been filling venues across North 
America.provide/offer a venue (=be a venue) The hotel also provides an 

excellent venue for weddings and parties.a venue holds 100/3,000 etc people We’re 
looking for a venue that can hold up to 300 people.PREPOSITIONSa venue for sth We 
couldn’t find a suitable venue for the meeting.at a venue There were a lot of people at 

the venue. 

verb /vɜːb $ vɜːrb/ noun  a word that is used to say what someone or something 

does, for example ‘come’ or ‘see’ADJECTIVESa transitive verb (=needing an 

object) ‘Produce’ is a transitive verb.an intransitive verb (=not needing an 
object) ‘Bleed’ is an intransitive verb.a regular/irregular verb (=following a regular 
pattern, or not following one) I try to learn the forms of all the irregular verbs.an 

active verb (=with the person or thing doing the action as the subject) Active 
verbs make your writing lively, personal, and direct.a passive verb (=with the person 
or thing that the action is done to as the subject) Passive verbs are used a lot in 

scientific writing.a singular/plural verb (=showing whether the subject is one thing 
or person or more) In British English, you can use a singular verb or a plural verb after 
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‘team’.a main verb If a sentence does not have a main verb, it is not a full sentence.a 

finite verb (=showing tense) ‘Was’ is a finite verb.an auxiliary verb (=a verb that is 
used with another verb, for example to form a tense) In English the auxiliary verbs are 

‘be’, ‘do’, and ‘have’.a linking verb (=a verb that connects the subject of a sentence 
with a word that describes the subject) In the sentence ‘They look silly’, ‘look’ is 
a linking verb.a modal verb (=a verb such as ‘can’ or ‘may’ that is used with other 

verbs to express possibility, permission, intention etc) ‘May’ and ‘might’ are modal 
verbs.a phrasal verb (=a verb with an adverb or preposition after it, for example ‘set 
off’ or ‘look after’) The phrasal verb ‘give up’ has several different meanings.verb + 

NOUNSa verb form You have to choose the appropriate verb form.a verb 
ending (=the end part of a verb, which changes to show tense or person) The regular 
past tense verb ending in English is ‘-ed’.VERBSa verb agrees with the subject In 

Arabic, all verbs agree with their subjects in gender and number.a verb inflects (=has 
different forms, for example to show tense and number) Greek verbs inflect for tense, 
person, and number.PHRASESthe subject of a verb (=the noun or pronoun that 

comes before it) In the sentence ‘I like pizza’, ‘I’ is the subject of the verb.the object 
of a verb (=the noun or pronoun that comes after it) ‘The ball’ is the object of the 
verb in ‘I hit the ball.’ 

verbal /ˈvɜːbəl $ ˈvɜːr-/ adjective  THESAURUS > spoken 

verdict /ˈvɜːdɪkt $ ˈvɜːr-/ noun  1. an official decision made in a court of law 

about whether or not someone is guilty or about how someone diedADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ verdictthe final verdict He was not in court to hear the final verdict.a unanimous 

verdict (=the whole jury agrees) The jury found him guilty by a unanimous verdict.a 
majority verdict BrE (=most of the jury agrees) They were finding it difficult to reach 
a majority verdict.a guilty/not guilty verdict Everyone was expecting a guilty 

verdict.an open verdict BrE (=stating that the facts about someone’s death are not 
known) As there was no medical evidence on the cause of death, he recorded an open 
verdict.VERBSarrive at/reach a verdict (=agree on a decision) It took the jury 16 

hours to reach a verdict.return/give/announce/deliver a verdict (=officially say 
what it is) The jury returned a verdict of unlawful killing.record a verdict (=officially 
say what it is – used especially about the cause of someone’s death) The 

coroner recorded a verdict of accidental death on all four victims.consider your 
verdict (=think about what it should be) The jury retired 

to consider their verdict.appeal (against) a verdict (=formally ask for it to be 
changed) His lawyers will almost certainly appeal against the verdict.overturn a 
verdict (=officially say that it was wrong) He was convicted of spying, but 

the verdict was later overturned.uphold a verdict (=officially say that it was 
right) This verdict was upheld at the appeal court.PREPOSITIONSa verdict of sth He 
recorded a verdict of accidental death.a verdict against sb The appeal court 

overturned the verdict against him.2. someone’s opinion about something after they 
have seen what it is likeADJECTIVESsb’s final verdict The audience’s final verdict was 
encouraging.a unanimous verdict (=one that everyone agrees about) The unanimous 

verdict was that it was an excellent hotel.a favourable verdict BrE a favorable 
verdict AmE (=people think something is good) They are hoping for a favourable 
verdict when their cooking skills are judged next week.a damning verdict (=people 

think something is bad) Inspectors gave a damning verdict on the school.VERBSgive a 
verdict Visitors have been giving their verdict on the new parking charges.get a 
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verdict He went to get the players’ verdict on the game.PREPOSITIONSsb’s verdict on 

sth What’s your verdict on the movie? 

versatile /ˈvɜːsətaɪl $ ˈvɜːrsətl/ adjective  having many different skills or 

usesADVERBShighly/extremely/incredibly versatile He is a highly 

versatile musician and can play a range of instruments.NOUNSa versatile 
performer/actor/musician/player She is a versatile actress who has played a wide 
range of roles. | Although he mainly plays in midfield, he is a versatile player and can 

also play in the defence.a versatile design The car’s versatile design means that it can 
be used for a variety of purposes.a versatile system We needed a more versatile 
software system.a versatile tool This is a very versatile tool. 

version AC /ˈvɜːʃən $ ˈvɜːrʒən/ noun  one form of a story, piece of writing, piece 

of software etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS + versiona new version They are working on a new 
version of a Greek play.the old version You couldn’t do this with the old version of the 

software.the final version The final version of the report omitted these criticisms.a 
different version The two groups listened to different versions of the story.the 
original/first version The original version was in Latin but later editions were in 

English.an earlier/later version The president vetoed an earlier version of the 
bill. | a later version of the softwarethe latest version The company will soon release 
the latest version of its network operating system.a modern version He created 

the modern version of baseball.an online/electronic version They are developing 
an online version of the magazine.the film/television version (=a film or programme 
based on a book or play) He appeared in the film version of ‘Harry Potter and the Half-

Blood Prince’.a cover version (=a recording of a song that was originally recorded by 
someone else) She has just released a cover version of the Beatles’ song ‘Help!’an 
improved/better version The manufacturers come up with new improved 

versions each year.a modified version The company later produced a modified 
version of the aircraft.a revised version (=a changed version of something written) In 
a revised version of the script, this scene was cut.an updated version (=changed to 

include the latest information) An updated version of the ‘Best Restaurant’ guide has 
just been published.a simplified version This simplified version of Shakespeare’s play 
is intended for younger children.an abridged version (=a shorter version of a piece of 

writing) ‘Reader’s Digest’ published abridged versions of many popular novels.the full 
version You can read the full version of this article online.the unabridged 

version (=not shortened – used when this version is long) We read the unabridged 
version of ‘Moby Dick’.the uncut version (=used about a film that includes parts that 
were not in the film when it was shown in cinemas) We watched the uncut version of 

the film ‘Blade Runner’.VERBSproduce/make a version They produced a 
new version of the software.create a version People can create a version of 
themselves online.develop a version We are developing an electronic version of the 

dictionary.PREPOSITIONSa version of sth This is a version of the card game Trumps. 

 
90° with a flat surfaceNOUNSa vertical line Draw a vertical line on the paper.vertical 

stripes She wore white trousers with green vertical stripes.a vertical drop (=going 
down to the ground or a lower point) The theme park has an exciting water ride with an 

almost vertical drop.a vertical climb It was an almost vertical climb to reach the top of 
the mountain.a vertical position He lifted the ladder into a vertical position.a vertical 
surface This frame will stick to walls and other vertical surfaces.a vertical cliff The 
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gorge was lined with vertical cliffs.a vertical column (=a line of numbers, names 

etc) The numbers were written in vertical columns.a vertical bar There was a vertical 
bar on the right-hand side of the screen.the vertical axis (=the line of figures that 

goes from top to bottom on a graph) The quantity demanded is shown on the horizontal 
axis, and price on the vertical axis.ADVERBSalmost/nearly vertical Raise your legs 
until they are almost vertical. 

very1 /ˈveri/ adverb  to a great degreeADJECTIVESvery good/big/happy/tired 

etc I thought it was a very good idea.very few/little In those days, very few people 
had telephones.the very best/worst/poorest/simplest etc We use the very 
best materials that are available.ADVERBSvery much I liked the town very much.very 

well/quickly/often etc The fire spread very quickly.very very... especially 
spoken I’m feeling very very tired.Don’t use very with adjectives that already mean 
“very”. For example, don’t say It was very huge/terrible/terrifying/fascinating/delicious. 

Just say It was huge/terrible/terrifying/fascinating/delicious or It was absolutely 

huge/terrible/terrifying/fascinating/delicious. Using other words apart  

from veryStudents overuse very, because it is the safe word to use. It can make  

your writing sound more authoritative if you can use another adverb such  

as highly or deeply, with the right adjective. THESAURUS: 

veryhighlysuccessful | popular | profitable | desirable | unlikely | unusual | li

kely | probable | significant | important | skilled | intelligent | respected | edu

cated | effective | efficient | reliable | complex | sensitive | dangerous | risky |

 toxic | suspicious | criticalvery – used with these adjectives:Now Williams is  

a highly successful businessman. | Was he a terrorist? It seemed highly  

unlikely. | These findings are highly significant. | US scientists have developed highly  

effective treatments for many diseases. | This waste is highly dangerous and can be 

damaging to the local  

environment.deeplyconcerned | worried | disturbed | troubled | shocked | sadd

ened | upset | unhappy | ashamed | embarrassed | involved | committed | unp

opular | suspicious | grateful | interested | influenced | divided | moving | wor

rying | disturbing | troubling | shocking | offensivevery – used with these 

adjectives:She is deeply concerned about the health of her unborn baby. | He 

became deeply involved in politics at university. | The war has been deeply  

unpopular in this country. | I found the film deeply moving. | The situation is deeply  

worrying. Deeply or highly?Deeply is often used when your emotions are strongly  

affected by something. You say that you are deeply concerned/saddened/shocked etc,  

or that something is deeply moving/worrying/offensive etc.Highly often has a more  

positive feeling than deeply. For example, you say that something  
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is highly successful/important, or that someone  

is highly intelligent/educated/respected. On the other hand, highly is also used when  

saying that something is very unusual or  

dangerous. absolutelyright | correct | free | essential | vital | crucial | necessa

ry | sure | certain | delicious | brilliant | gorgeous | fantastic | ridiculous | terri

ble | awful | impossibleused with adjectives that already contain the meaning ‘very’,  

for example delicious or awful, and with other adjectives that cannot be graded, for  

example necessary or free:You are, of course, absolutely right. | It is absolutely  

essential to wear a helmet. | The cake tastes absolutely delicious. | Heavy snow made 

travel by road absolutely  

impossible.trulyremarkable | amazing | magnificent | spectacular | memorable 

| astonishing | sorry | happy | grateful | honouredreally – used especially with  

adjectives that mean very impressive or good, or when saying that you are very sorry  

or happy:Winning five gold medals was a truly remarkable achievement. | There is  

some truly spectacular scenery. | I’m truly grateful to him for what he has  

done.greatlyencouraged | distressed | relieved | disappointed | surprised | infl

uenceda lot – used with adjectives ending in -ed and past participles:They are greatly  

encouraged by the success of the scheme. | I was greatly relieved when the trip was  

canceled. | He was greatly influenced by Picasso.  

very2 /ˈveri/ adjective  used for emphasisNOUNSthe very end/beginning He 

remained active to the very end of his life. | It is clear from the very beginning of the 
play that he is a weak and unpopular ruler.in the very centre/heart of sth The hotel 

is located in the very heart of the city.at that very moment At that very moment, the 
doorbell rang.on this/that very spot A statue of the king once stood on this very 
spot.for this/that very reason The journey was dangerous and, for that very reason, 

exciting.the very thing He did the very thing he had promised not to do.the very 
idea/thought The very idea of going on stage terrifies me.sb’s very words “I will 
never forgive you.” Those were her very words.the very basis/foundation of 

sth They are trying to destroy the very foundation of our society.sth’s very 
nature/essence Some tasks by their very nature are more difficult than others. 

veteran adjective  THESAURUS > experienced 

veto1 /ˈviːtəʊ $ -toʊ/ verb (past tense and past participle vetoed, present 

participle vetoingvetoes)  to officially refuse to allow something that other people 
have agreedNOUNSveto legislation/a bill (=stop something becoming a law) The 

president could still veto the bill.veto a plan/idea/proposal It only needs a single 
member to veto the plan.veto a measure (=veto something that has been 
planned) Council leaders are intending to veto the measure.veto a decision She 

can veto any decision the committee takes.veto a budget The leader of the council 
might veto their budget.VERBSthreaten to veto sth A number of senators 
have threatened to veto the proposal.PHRASEShave the power/right to veto 

sth Does the chairman have the right to veto any decision? 
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veto2 /ˈviːtəʊ $ -toʊ/ noun  an official refusal to allow something, or the right to 

do thisVERBSuse your veto also exercise your veto formal Russia used its veto to 
reject the plan.PHRASESthe power/right of veto The president has the right of veto 
over any legislation. 

viable /ˈvaɪəbəl/ adjective  something that is viable is able to be 

successfulADVERBSeconomically/commercially/financially viable (=producing 
enough money, or not costing too much money) New projects must be economically 

viable.NOUNSa viable alternative We want to make public transport a viable 
alternative to using cars.a viable option Moving the company was not a viable 
option.a viable solution Perhaps the only viable solution is to merge the hospitals.a 

viable method/means/way of doing sth In some cities the traffic is so bad that 
cycling is the only really viable means of transport.a viable proposition (=something 
that may be or is successful) Winter tourism is not a viable proposition for us.a viable 

business He turned the farm into a viable business.a viable plan/strategy They 
have failed to come up with a viable plan.a viable candidate He remains the 
only viable candidate the party has. 

vibrant /ˈvaɪbrənt/ adjective  THESAURUS > bright (2) 

vicious adjective  THESAURUS > cruel (1) 

victim /ˈvɪktəm, ˈvɪktɪm/ noun  someone who something bad happens 

toADJECTIVESan innocent victim Children are the innocent victims of war.an 
unfortunate/hapless victim He was the unfortunate victim of a computer error.a 
helpless/passive victim The people are seen as passive victims of their government’s 

decisions.an unsuspecting/unwitting victim (=not realizing what is happening) He 
crept up behind his unsuspecting victim.the intended victim The police believe that it 
was his brother who was the intended victim.NOUNS + victima crime/murder/rape 

etc victim The parents of the murder victim said they were glad her killer had been 
caught.an accident/crash victim The crash victims were rushed to hospital.a 
flood/earthquake/tsunami etc victim Earthquake victims were living in tents in the 

city’s parks.a famine victim (=someone in a place where there is too little food to 
eat) Aid is being shipped to famine victims.a cancer/AIDS etc victim He helped raise 
money for AIDS victims.VERBSfall victim to sb/sth (=be harmed by someone or 

something) Thousands of people fall victim to internet criminals every day.portray sb 
as a victim (=show someone as a victim) She was portrayed as the victim of a 

loveless marriage.blame the victim (=say that someone is responsible for bad things 
that happen to them) Asking a woman what she did to provoke an attack is blaming the 
victim.victim + NOUNSa victim mentality/culture (=when someone always thinks of 

themselves as a victim) Many of us fall into a victim mentality, and blame all our 
troubles on other people.PREPOSITIONSa victim of sth At least half the students know 
someone who has been the victim of violence.PHRASESa victim of 

circumstance (=someone who suffers because of something they cannot control) She 
was a victim of circumstance, born at a time when women had no power.be/become a 
victim of your own success (=suffer in some way as a result of being successful) The 

festival has become a victim of its own success and it is difficult to find a place that is 
big enough. 

victorious /vɪkˈtɔːriəs/ adjective  THESAURUS > successful (2) 
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victory /ˈvɪktəri/ noun  a situation in which you win a battle, game, election, or 

disputeADJECTIVES/NOUNS + victorya great/major victory The British army won 
a great victory.an easy victory The team were expecting an easy victory over their 
opponents.a decisive victory (=definite and clear) The battle was a decisive 

victory for the US.a landslide victory (=won by a very large number of votes in an 
election) The Democrats won by a landslide victory.a crushing victory (=defeating 
your opponent by a very large amount) Australia won a crushing 139-run victory over 

the West Indies.a narrow victory (=won by a small amount) A general election 
produced a narrow victory for the People’s Progressive Party.a surprise victory He is 
£1 million richer after his surprise victory in a TV talent show.an election/electoral 

victory The Democrats were celebrating their election victory.a military 
victory Napoleon won many military victories.a moral victory (=showing that your 
beliefs are right, even if you lose the argument) The victims’ families claimed the 

verdict as a moral victory.VERBSwin/score a victory Today we have won an 
important victory.lead sb to victory She led her team to victory in the finals.clinch 
(a) victory (=finally win) Adams scored a last-minute goal to clinch victory.pull off a 

victory (=win when it is difficult) Martin pulled off a surprise victory in the semi-
final.sweep to victory (=win easily) Nixon swept to victory by 47 million votes to 29 

million.scent victory (=know that you could win soon) Faldo is ruthless when 
he scents victory.taste victory (=know what it is like to win) He tasted victory on only 
two occasions as England captain.celebrate a victory They celebrated their victory by 

drinking all night.victory + NOUNSvictory celebrations The victory celebrations went 
on all night.a victory parade They intend to hold a victory parade.a victory 
speech In his victory speech, he thanked his team.a victory lap (=when a winning 

runner or player runs around the playing area) He then took a victory lap around the 
arena.PREPOSITIONSa victory over sb It was Murray’s first victory over Federer.a 
victory against sb He once scored three goals in a 5–2 victory against Ireland.a 

victory for sb The court’s decision represents a victory for all women.a victory in 
sth Victory in the World Cup is something all football teams dream of.PHRASESa string 
of victories (=a series of victories) The team won a string of 

victories.THESAURUS: victorywina victory in a sports game or in a  

competition:It was an important win for the Yankees. | A couple from London are 

celebrating a big lottery win.triumph writtenan important victory, especially in war or  

politics:Thatcher’s greatest triumph was becoming the UK’s first female prime 

minister.conquesta situation in which one country wins a war against another country  

and takes control of it:We studied the Spanish conquest of Mexico in our history  

class. | Caesar is well-known for his military conquests.landslidean election victory in  

which one party or candidate gets far more votes than their opponents:In 1945, there 

was a Labour landslide (=the Labour party won easily). | The Democratic candidate  

was expected to win by a landslide.walkover especially BrE cakewalk AmE informala 

very easy victory:The match should be a walkover for Brazil.upseta situation in which  

the person, team, party etc that was expected to win is defeated:Truman pulled off  

the greatest election upset in United States history (=he succeeded in winning when 

people did not expect this).  
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video /ˈvɪdiəʊ $ -dioʊ/ noun  moving pictures of someone or something, which 

are recordedNOUNS + videoa music/pop video He has directed several music 
videos for top British bands.a wedding video Many couples have a wedding video as 
well as photographs.VERBSrecord sth on video She had no idea that the interview 

was being recorded on video.make/shoot a video They made a video of the 
performance.be captured/caught on video (=recorded on video) The crime 
was captured on video.watch a video They were at home that 

evening, watching a video.show/play a video The students were shown a video of an 
experiment.rewind/fast-forward a video (=so that you can see an earlier or later 
part) I rewound the video and watched the beginning of the film 

again.download/upload a video She filmed her friends singing and 
then uploaded the video onto the internet.stream video (=play it on your computer 
while you are downloading it) How fast a connection do you need to stream 

video?video + NOUNSa video camera/video equipment The reporters used a secret 
video camera.a video screen/monitor The game was shown live on a giant video 
screen.a video image Video images of the volcanic eruption were broadcast.a video 

recording Can a video recording of a police interview be used in a court as evidence?a 
video clip (=a short video) You can download video clips from the internet.video 

footage (=a piece of video film) Police are currently studying video footage to identify 
the rioters.video evidence (=a recording of events, used in a court) Video evidence of 
illegal activities can later be used in court.a video diary (=a record someone makes of 

their activities on video) While on the trip, he kept a video diary.a video message She 
was unable to attend the awards ceremony, but she had recorded a video message.a 
video game Many kids sit and play video games all day.a video recorder (=for 

recording television programmes or showing videos) I set my video recorder so that I 
could watch my favourite programmes when I got back from holiday.PREPOSITIONSon 
video His performance is on video. 

view1 /vjuː/ noun  1. an opinionADJECTIVESpolitical views Throughout his long 

life, his political views have not changed.sb’s personal view My own personal view is 
that the plan will succeed.a widely held view (=a view that many people have) There 
is a widely held view that young people eat too much junk food.the general 

view (=what most people think) The general view is that the government could do 
more to help poor people.strongly/deeply held views (=strong views that someone 

is unwilling to change) He is known for his strongly held views on modern 
art.conflicting/opposing views (=completely different views) There are conflicting 
views about the best way to teach reading.extreme/extremist views She was a 

politician with extreme views on immigration.strong views Teachers usually 
have strong views on education.traditional/old-fashioned views They have 
very traditional views about the role of women.different views Different people 

have different views about fairness.a view is popular/unpopular The view that girls 
are cleverer than boys has become increasingly popular.right-wing/left-wing 
views She belongs to a political group with extreme left-wing views.VERBS + viewtell 

sb your views/let sb have your views We want customers to tell us their views.air 
your views (=tell someone in public about your views, especially when you may want 
to complain or disagree) There was a meeting, at which local people were allowed to air 

their views about the new airport.express/give a view also articulate/present a 
view formal (=say what you think) The politician expressed a view that is held by 
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many people. | The survey is a chance for you to articulate your views.have/hold a 

view also subscribe to a view formal He has very strange views about people from 
other cultures.take a view (=make a decision based on your opinion) The 

government took the view that the law should be changed.a view is shared (=people 
agree with it) The views of the manager are not shared by most 
workers.reflect/represent the view of sb (=show what someone’s view is) The 

article reflects the views of many young people.challenge/reject/oppose a 
view (=say that you disagree) Our organisation challenges the government’s view 
that the problem is not serious.welcome/invite/seek views (=ask people to give 

their views) We’re inviting views from people who regularly use the service.affect sb’s 
view also colour/shape sb’s view formal His years in prison have clearly shaped his 
views on the justice system.support a view (=agree with it) It is worrying that many 

people support his racist views.discuss/exchange views Meetings are a chance for 
members to exchange views.hear a view also listen to a view The committee will 
be hearing people’s views on a range of subjects.view + VERBSsb’s view 

changes When did your views on education change?sb’s view differs from sth My 
own view differs from that of the previous speaker.a view prevails formal (=most 
people still have this view) This view prevails among younger 

players.PREPOSITIONSviews about/on sth What are your views on the money paid to 
footballers?according to a view According to this view, there is no such thing as bad 
publicity.PHRASESin my view (=used when giving your opinion) In my view, the 

system needs to be improved.an exchange of views (=when people say what they 
think, especially when they disagree) There was a frank exchange of views at the 
meeting.be consistent with a view formal (=contain ideas that are similar to a 

view) The decision was consistent with the minister’s view that the country needs more 
troops.be of the same view formal (=agree) All members of the panel were of the 
same view.take a dim view of sth (=think it is very bad) We take a pretty dim view 

of rude behaviour.2. the things that you can see from a placeADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ viewa good/great/fabulous view From here we get a good view of the castle.a 
breathtaking/wonderful view The hotel also offers breathtaking views of the 

palace.a panoramic view (=when you can see in many directions) There was a 
spectacular panoramic view from the top of the hill.a sea/ocean view (=a view of the 
sea) I’d like a room with a sea view.a mountain view (=a view of mountains) We 

loved the clean air and the mountain views.VERBSenjoy/admire the view also take 
in the view They sat enjoying the view down the valley.Don’t say watch the view.spoil 
the view (=make it look bad) Some local people think the tower spoils the 

view.have/give a view also afford/command/boast a view formal The dining 
room had an excellent view of the river.PREPOSITIONSa view across/over sth The 
restaurant has fabulous views over the river.the view from sth Everyone admires the 

view from this window. 

view2 /vjuː/ verb formal  to have a particular opinion or 

attitude GrammarOften passive. ADVERBSview sth favourably/positively (=think it 

is good or acceptable) I think the committee will view her suggestion favourably.view 
sth unfavourably/negatively formal (=think it is bad or unacceptable) Any school 

would view such violent behaviour very unfavourably.view sth objectively (=without 
personal feelings affecting your opinion) You should try to view the 
situation objectively.view sth cautiously/suspiciously The plan was viewed 
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cautiously by the company.be generally/widely viewed as sth (=by many 

people) He’s widely viewed as the best player on the team. | Small children 
are generally viewed as pretty annoying in restaurants.be traditionally/historically 

viewed as sth Britain has been traditionally viewed as a rich country.view sth 
largely/primarily as sth The event was viewed largely as a success.VERBStend to 
view sth Teenagers tend to view their parents as old-fashioned.try to view sth We 

should try to view the problem differently.PHRASESview sth with dismay (=think it is 
sad) Her recent behaviour was viewed with dismay.view sth with concern (=be 
worried about it) News of her disappearance is being viewed with concern.view sth 

with alarm/horror (=be shocked or upset by it) News of the attack was viewed with 
horror.view sth with caution/suspicion (=think it might not be good) The first 
results are positive but we should still view them with caution.view sth with 

disdain/contempt (=not like or respect it) The album was viewed with disdain by 
music critics.sth depends on how you view sth The result of the election depends on 
how people view the present government.viewed from sb’s perspective Viewed from 

a child’s perspective, the courtroom is a frightening place. 

viewpoint /ˈvjuːpɔɪnt/ noun  a way of thinking about somethingADJECTIVESa 

different/alternative viewpoint also another viewpoint Managers wanted a longer 

working day but staff had another viewpoint altogether.a particular viewpoint The 
report doesn’t express any particular viewpoint.a personal viewpoint She’s adopting 
a purely personal viewpoint in her article.a scientific/political viewpoint Let’s 

consider the situation from a political viewpoint.a critical viewpoint He looks at the 
issue from a very critical viewpoint.VERBShave/hold a viewpoint also take/adopt a 
viewpoint Other people may hold a different viewpoint from 

mine.express/offer/present a viewpoint She expressed this viewpoint in a letter to 
the local newspaper.share a viewpoint (=have the same viewpoint as someone 
else) I’m afraid I don’t share your viewpoint on this issue.reflect/represent a 

viewpoint (=show that you have a viewpoint) Does the statement represent the 
viewpoint of all the workers?NOUNS + viewpointthe majority viewpoint (=the 
viewpoint that most people have) One member of the team does not share the majority 

viewpoint.PREPOSITIONSfrom a viewpoint Seen from a child’s viewpoint, the situation 
looks very different.sb’s viewpoint on sth What is the church’s viewpoint on the issue 
of abortion?PHRASESbe written from a particular viewpoint The story is written 

from a religious viewpoint.tell a story from a particular viewpoint He tells the story 
from the viewpoint of a foreign visitor. 

vigorous /ˈvɪɡərəs/ adjective  using a lot of energy and strength or 

determinationNOUNSvigorous exercise/activity Try to do 20 minutes of vigorous 
exercise every day.a vigorous campaign There was a vigorous campaign by local 
people to stop the new airport.vigorous debate There needs to be open and vigorous 

debate about the future of our country.a vigorous defence/attack The prime minister 
offered a vigorous defence of the government’s decision.vigorous action/efforts The 
college is making vigorous efforts to attract the best teachers. | The time has come to 

take vigorous action against people who try to avoid paying tax.vigorous 
opposition There has been vigorous opposition to the new law.vigorous growth The 
company has shown vigorous growth in recent years.vigorous competition There 

is vigorous competition among students for a place on this course. 

vile /vaɪl/ adjective  THESAURUS > terrible 
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village /ˈvɪlɪdʒ/ noun  a very small town in the countrysideADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ villagea small/little/tiny village They come from a small village in Laos.a 
pretty/picturesque/charming village There are many pretty villages to visit in the 
area.a quiet/sleepy village (=one where there is not a lot of activity) I had grown up 

in a sleepy little village and wasn’t used to city life.a remote/isolated village (=one 
that is far away from larger towns) We need to get food aid to the more remote 
villages.an old/ancient village After an hour, we arrived at the lovely old village of 

Kinver.a quaint village (=old and pretty or interesting) Tourists come and take 
photographs of the quaint little villages.an unspoiled village (=not made more 
modern and less attractive) It was a pleasant unspoiled village with pretty stone 

cottages.a fishing/mining village The tiny fishing village became a major seaside 
resort.a rural village Young people from rural villages move to the cities.a 
mountain/hilltop village The paths lead to picturesque mountain villages.a 

coastal/seaside village Coastal villages have been battered by storms.village + 

NOUNSthe village hall/school/shop/church A meeting will be held at the village 
hall on Tuesday.the village green (=an area of grass for everyone to use) They 

played cricket on the village green.village life (=all the activities in a village) She had 
always taken an active part in village life. 

vintage /ˈvɪntɪdʒ/ adjective  THESAURUS > old (1) 

violate verb  THESAURUS > disobey 

 

violation AC /ˌvaɪəˈleɪʃən/ noun  an action in which someone breaks a law, 

agreement, principle etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS + violationa serious violation The 
committee said there had been serious violations of Senate rules.a gross 

violation (=a very serious violation) The minister had been dismissed for gross 
violation of arms export controls.a clear violation This is a clear violation of their 
privacy.a flagrant/blatant violation (=a very clear violation that shows someone 

does not care about a law, agreement etc) Shooting down a civilian aircraft was 
a flagrant violation of international law.a minor violation Even minor violations of this 
principle were punished.human rights violations There have been protests 

about human rights violations at the prison.a traffic violation Speeding is one of the 
most common traffic violations.a ceasefire violation Each side accused the other 
of ceasefire violations.safety violations The mining company was fined $700,000 

for safety violations.copyright violation By using this material without permission, the 
school was guilty of copyright violation.a constitutional violation The president 
justified his latest constitutional violation by saying he was acting in the national 

interest.VERBScommit a violation Several soldiers were suspected 
of committing human rights violations.constitute a violation formal (=be a 
violation) The actions may constitute a violation of the treaty.report a violation It is 

your duty to report any violation to the Environmental Protection Agency.investigate a 
violation The organization is investigating possible human 
rights violations.PREPOSITIONSin violation of sth They had fired several missiles, in 

violation of the ceasefire agreement. 

violence /ˈvaɪələns/ noun  behaviour that is intended to hurt other people 

physicallyADJECTIVESphysical violence They were threatened with physical 

violence.domestic violence (=between a couple in their home) She left her husband 
because of domestic violence.racial violence (=between people of different racial 
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groups) There were outbreaks of racial violence in some cities.ethnic 

violence (=between people of different ethnic groups) Thousands of civilians were 
killed in ethnic violence in the Congo.terrorist violence (=bombs, shooting etc to 

obtain political demands) The nation has suffered terrorist violence for many 
years.gratuitous violence (=unnecessary violence in films, on television programmes 
etc) These films are full of gratuitous violence.mindless violence (=stupid and without 

any purpose) His son was the victim of mindless violence by a group of 
youths.escalating/growing violence (=becoming worse) There have been reports 
of escalating violence in the region.VERBSuse violence He denied using 

violence.resort to violence (=use it, especially when other methods have failed) They 
were willing to resort to violence to achieve their ends.threaten violence (=say you 
will use it) It is a crime to use or threaten violence to get into a 

place.experience/suffer violence Some women 
even suffer physical violence.witness violence (=see it) Many 
people witnessed the violence.incite/provoke violence (=do or say something to 

cause it) The opposition leader was accused of inciting violence against the 
president.quell the violence (=stop it) The National Guard was brought in 
to quell the violence.violence breaks out/erupts/flares (=suddenly starts) Violence 

erupted during the demonstration.violence escalates (=becomes worse) The violence 
escalated as youths turned over a bus and began smashing shop 
windows.PREPOSITIONSviolence against sb He has a history of violence 

against women.violence towards/toward sb No type of violence toward another 
person is acceptable to me.violence between sb Violence between Muslims and 
Hindus claimed 300 lives.PHRASESan act of violence There have been many acts of 

violence during this conflict.an outbreak of violence There was a fresh outbreak of 
violence on March 24th.an end to violence Politicians on both sides are calling for 
an end to the violence.the use of violence The use of violence is never justified.the 

threat of violence The threat of violence is often enough to make people hand over 
their money.a victim of violence She lives in a home for victims of domestic violence. 

violent /ˈvaɪələnt/ adjective  involving or showing actions intended to hurt people 

physicallyNOUNS(a) violent crime There has been a big increase in violent crime.a 
violent attack Her son was the victim of a violent attack.a violent 
protest/demonstration There were violent demonstrations outside the US embassy.a 

violent clash/confrontation (=a violent fight – used especially in news 
reports) There were violent clashes between police and protesters.a violent death The 
king died a violent death.a violent struggle There was a violent struggle and someone 

was stabbed.a violent incident Violent incidents such as kidnapping dropped sharply 
last year.violent behaviour also violent conduct formal The fans were arrested 
for violent behaviour outside a soccer game.a violent film/movie/TV 

programme Do violent films cause violent behaviour?VERBSturn/become violent The 
demonstration turned violent when police arrived. | If you argue with him, he may 
become violent.PREPOSITIONSbe violent towards/toward sb He had been violent 

towards his wife on several occasions.THESAURUS: 

violentvicious /ˈvɪʃəs/attack | thug | killerviolent and dangerous, and seeming to  

enjoy hurting people for no reason:It was a vicious attack on an unarmed man. | We 

were surrounded by a gang of vicious thugs, armed with knives (=violent people –  
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used when you strongly disapprove of them). | French police are trying to find the 

vicious killer of an elderly couple.rough /rʌf/treatment | handlingusing force or  

violence, but not causing serious injury:There were complaints about rough  

treatment by the police. | The teenager’s rough handling by the guards was shown on 

videotape. | Some of the boys were being a bit rough with the younger  

kids.brutalmurder | attack | dictator | crackdownbehaving in a way that is very  

cruel and violent, and showing no pity:The judge said that it was a particularly brutal  

murder. | He was lucky to survive such a brutal attack. | Idi Amin was a brutal  

dictator. | The government launched a brutal crackdown on the opposition (=they used 

violence to stop anyone from opposing the 

government).savageattack | killer | killing | fighting | violenceattacking people in  

a particularly cruel way – used about people and fighting, especially in news reports:He 

was sentenced to life in prison for a savage attack on a young boy. | There was savage  

fighting in the capital Mogadishu. | Iraq’s streets were scenes of savage 

violence.bloodywar | battle | fighting | conflict | violencea bloody battle or war is  

very violent and a lot of people are killed or injured:The country has just had a bloody 

civil war. | The Russians were engaged in a bloody battle against the German 

army. | There has already been five months of bloody 

violence.ferocious /fəˈrəʊʃəs/attack | defence | battle | gunbattle | dog | beasta 

ferocious attack or battle is extremely violent. A ferocious animal is likely to attack  

people in a very violent way:It was the most ferocious attack I have ever seen. | The 

two armies fought a ferocious battle for control of the city. | The house was guarded by 

two ferocious-looking dogs. | I was frightened that I would be attacked by 

some ferocious beast (=animal).fiercedog | battle | fightinga fierce animal or person 

looks frightening and likely to attack people. A fierce battle is very violent:A fierce 

dog stood growling at the gate. | A fierce battle broke out, lasting into late Sunday 

morning. | The bodyguards looked very fierce. | Bears are always fierce when they 

have young.bloodthirstystory | tale | monstera bloodthirsty story contains a lot of  

violent scenes. A bloodthirsty person likes violence or likes watching violence:The film 

is a bloodthirsty tale of revenge. | The terrorists are shown as bloodthirsty  

monsters. | The ancient Britons were a bloodthirsty lot (=they were very violent  

people – a rather informal  

use).gorymovie | film | photograph | book | sceneshowing or describing injuries,  

blood, death etc clearly and in detail:She likes  

watching gory horror movies | The book was too gory for many readers. | The report  

showed the gory scenes after the crash.  

virgin /ˈvɜːdʒɪn $ ˈvɜːr-/ adjective  THESAURUS > natural (1) 
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virtual AC /ˈvɜːtʃuəl $ ˈvɜːr-/ adjective  1. very nearly a particular thingNOUNSa 

virtual certainty It is a virtual certainty that he will win.a virtual necessity In rural 
areas, a car is a virtual necessity.a virtual impossibility Victory was now a virtual 
impossibility.a virtual standstill (=when almost nothing is moving) Heavy snow 

brought the city to a virtual standstill.a virtual unknown (=someone who is not very 
famous) Most of the actors in the film are virtual unknowns.a virtual stranger I didn’t 
want to give my phone number to a virtual stranger.a virtual prisoner (in your own 

home) Her illness makes her a virtual prisoner in her own home.the virtual 
disappearance of sth The report mentions the virtual disappearance of fish from the 
river due to pollution.a virtual absence of sth (=when there is almost none of 

it) The virtual absence of jobs in inner cities has caused a lot of social problems.virtual 
collapse The company was in a state of virtual collapse.virtual silence (=when people 
hardly speak at all) They drove back home in virtual silence.a virtual 

monopoly (=very nearly the only seller of a particular product) The company has 
a virtual monopoly of petrol sales in the country.virtual slavery The workers were kept 
in a state of virtual slavery.2. made, done, seen etc on the internet or on a 

computerNOUNSvirtual reality (=an environment produced by a computer that looks 
and seems real to the person experiencing it) He likes playing virtual reality games on 

his computer.a virtual community Virtual communities allow people from all over the 
world to communicate with each other.a virtual world/environment ‘Second Life’ is 
a virtual world in which characters are controlled by people over the internet.a virtual 

gallery/office/library Welcome to our virtual gallery, where you can find examples of 

our artists’ work.THESAURUS: virtual→ artificial  

virtue /ˈvɜːtʃuː $ ˈvɜːr-/ noun  something that is good about something or 

someoneADJECTIVESa great/considerable virtue One of the great virtues of this 
software is that it is very easy to use.the traditional/old-fashioned/ancient 
virtues The traditional virtues of fair play and loyalty are disappearing from 

professional sport.the main/chief/supreme virtue The chief virtue of the automobile 
is the personal independence it gives the owner.the simple virtues The story is about 
the simple virtues of kindness and friendship.a rare virtue Such honesty is a rare 

virtue these days.the added virtue This delicious recipe has the added virtue of being 
extremely simple to make.a cardinal virtue formal (=very important) Honesty is 
a cardinal virtue in this job.VERBShave a virtue also possess a virtue formal The 

instructions have the virtue of being very clearly written.preach/extol/expound the 
virtues of sth formal (=praise them) She likes to extol the virtues of healthy 
eating.embody the virtues of sth (=be a very good example of something good) He 

is someone whose life embodies the virtues of kindness and 
simplicity.PREPOSITIONSthe virtue of sth The virtue of booking flights early is that 
you can often get them at a reduced price.PHRASESmake a virtue out of 

necessity (=get an advantage out of doing something that you have to do) She 
decided to make a virtue out of necessity by using the meeting as a chance to get to 

know some new people.THESAURUS: virtue→ advantage 

virtuoso adjective  THESAURUS > skillful 

virtuous adjective  THESAURUS > good (3) 

virus /ˈvaɪərəs $ ˈvaɪrəs/ noun  1. a very small living thing that causes infectious 

illnessesADJECTIVES/NOUNS + virusa deadly/killer virus (=that kills people) A killer 
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virus has already been responsible for the deaths of hundreds of people.a nasty 

virus (=that makes people very ill) This is a particularly nasty virus.a virulent 
virus (=causing many people to become ill) The AIDS virus is very virulent.the 

AIDS/flu/polio etc virus They are trying to stop the spread of the flu 
virus.VERBShave a virus Mary had a virus and was not at school that day.get/catch a 
virus also contract a virus formal He does not know when he contracted the virus.be 

infected with/carry a virus (=have a virus, which you may then give to other 
people) A nurse at the clinic was found to be carrying the virus. | Thousands of people 
may already be infected with the virus.be exposed to a virus (=meet it and risk 

catching it) Some people who are exposed to the virus will never become ill.fight a 
virus (=have it and be trying to recover from it) Your body is still trying 
to fight the virus.pass on/transmit a virus (=pass it from one person or animal to 

another) The rabies virus is transmitted when one animal bites another.recover from 
a virus She’s at home recovering from a virus.a virus causes sth HIV is 
the virus that causes AIDS.a virus attacks sth This virus attacks different cells in the 

body.a virus kills sb The flu virus kills many elderly people every year.a virus goes 
round/spreads The virus spread throughout the population.a virus 
mutates (=changes slightly) Viruses can mutate to new forms against which existing 

vaccines are not effective.PHRASESa strain of a virus (=one type of it) Doctors fear 
that a new strain of the virus will appear.2. something that can destroy information in a 
computerNOUNS + virusa computer virus A computer virus made me lose all my 

work.an email virus How can you protect yourself against email viruses?VERBSbe 
infected by/have a virus I got a message saying my computer was infected 
by a virus.create/write a virus Why do people create computer viruses?contain a 

virus The email may contain a virus.a virus wipes sth (off) (=deletes or clears data 

off something) The new virus could wipe everything off your hard disk. Software that  

stops your computer being infected by viruses is called anti-virus software: Does  

your computer have anti-virus protection?  

visa /ˈviːzə/ noun  an official mark put on your passport that gives you 

permission to temporarily enter or leave a foreign countryADJECTIVES/NOUNS + visaa 
14-day/six-month etc visa They gave me a three-month visa at the airport.a 
British/US etc visa He was refused a British visa.a tourist/travel/visitor’s 

visa She applied for a tourist visa.a work/student visa They had sent their daughter 
abroad on a student visa.an entry/exit visa (=to enter or leave a country) All 
foreigners need an entry visa.a transit visa (=that allows you to pass through a 

particular country) Transit visas will be issued at the airport.a valid visa (=one that is 
officially acceptable) His student visa is only valid as long as he is at college.VERBS 

+ visaapply for a visa I applied for a visa to visit China.get a visa also obtain a 

visa formal He was having difficulties getting a visa.give sb a visa also grant sb a 
visa formal She has been granted a special visa.issue a visa The Consulate has the 

power to issue work visas.need a visa Canadians don’t need a US visa.refuse/deny 
sb a visa The embassy refused him a visa.revoke/cancel a visa (=say that someone 
no longer has permission to be in a country) The authorities revoked his visa and sent 

him back to Australia.overstay your visa (=stay longer than you are allowed to) Some 
people enter the country legally and then overstay their visas.extend/renew sb’s 
visa (=allow a visa to continue for longer) He hoped that his visa might 
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be extended.visa + VERBSsb’s visa expires/runs out (=it ends) I had 14 days to 

leave the country because my visa had expired.visa + NOUNSa visa application US 
immigration authorities have turned down their visa application.visa 

requirements Check the visa requirements with your travel agent. 

visible AC /ˈvɪzəbəl, ˈvɪzɪbəl/ adjective  something that is visible can be 

seenADVERBSclearly/plainly/easily visible (=easy to see) The broken bone 
was clearly visible on the X-ray. | By 26 July, Mercury should be easily visible in the 

evening sky.highly visible (=very easy to see) Cyclists should wear highly 
visible colours.barely/hardly visible (=almost impossible to see) The parked car 
was barely visible in the darkness.just visible (=only just able to be seen) There was 

thick fog, and the outline of the road was just visible.still visible The bullet holes 
are still visible in the walls.VERBSbecome visible It will be several weeks until your 
pregnancy becomes visible.stay visible also remain visible formal The marks 

may remain visible for several months.leave/make sth visible The tide went 
out, leaving the top of the rocks visible above the water.visible + NOUNSa visible 
sign Check the plant for any visible signs of disease. | He considered the expensive 

car a visible sign of his achievement.a visible improvement You can expect to see 
a visible improvement within a few weeks.a visible difference There is no visible 

difference between the two types of flour.visible symptoms Some diseases have 
no visible symptoms.a visible means of sth (=a way of doing something that is clear 
to see) The prison cell had no visible means of escape.PREPOSITIONSvisible to sb The 

sign was clearly visible to passing motorists.visible from sth The house wasn’t visible 
from the road.PHRASESvisible to the naked eye (=able to be seen without using 
special equipment) The comet is now visible to the naked eye. 

vision AC /ˈvɪʒən/ noun  1. the ability to seeADJECTIVES/NOUNS + visiongood 

vision He is blind in one eye, but has good vision in the other.normal vision Someone 
with normal vision should be able to see those numbers.perfect vision Babies aren’t 
born with perfect vision.20-20 vision also twenty-twenty vision (=perfect vision, 

with no need for glasses) A pilot must have 20-20 vision.poor 
vision also defective/impaired vision formal Her vision was quite poor and she 
always wore glasses.blurred vision (=not clear, for example because of illness) He 

complained of headaches and blurred vision.night vision (=the ability to see when it is 
dark) Cats have good night vision but can’t see colour very well.peripheral 

vision (=the ability to see things at the edges of what you are looking at) After her 
illness she could still read, but her peripheral vision was poor. | I glimpsed something 
moving in my peripheral vision.double vision (=when you see two of everything 

around you) I seemed to be suffering from double vision.tunnel vision (=when you 
can only see what you are directly looking at) A pupil with tunnel vision may have 
difficulty finding the words written on the blackboard.VERBSblur sb’s vision (=make 

someone not see clearly) Tears blurred her vision.clear your vision She blinked 
to clear her vision.correct sb’s vision Some people wear contact lenses 
to correct their vision.2. someone’s idea about what something is like, or how 

something should beADJECTIVESa new/different/alternative vision In his speech he 
said that he had a new vision for our country.a clear vision The engineers at BMW had 
a clear vision of what they wanted to achieve.ambitious vision Jeffrey outlined an 

ambitious vision of the future for the club.a radical vision His plans are based on a 
radical new vision of space and the future.a personal vision The role of the artist is to 
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present a personal vision of the world.a shared vision The two men had a shared 

vision of the future of the organization.sb’s overall vision What is your overall vision 
for the company?sb’s long-term vision Europe’s major leaders need to talk in terms 

of their long-term vision, not a short-term fix.an idealistic vision Marxists have an 
idealistic vision of a perfect society.a disturbing vision In his book ‘Nineteen Eighty-
Four’, Orwell offered a disturbing vision of the future.VERBSset out/outline/put 

forward your vision (=explain it) The principal set out her vision for the 
college.offer/provide a vision The party seemed to offer an alternative vision of 
society.create/develop a vision Winkelmann created a vision of Greece as the 

birthplace of European civilisation.achieve/realize/fulfil your vision We want to 
achieve our vision of helping every child to get a world-class education.PHRASESsb’s 
vision for the future In his speech, the chairman talked about his vision for the future 

of the company.turn sb’s vision into (a) reality (=make it really happen) As an 
architect, my job is to turn the client’s vision into a reality.3. the ability to have great 
ideas about what people can achieveADJECTIVESgreat vision He was a politician of 

great vision, who helped to establish the welfare state.little/no vision The trouble 
with these people is that they have no vision.VERBSlack vision This approach lacks 
vision.PHRASESa man/woman of vision We need a president who is a man of 

vision.lack of vision He criticized them for their lack of vision. 

visit1 /ˈvɪzət, ˈvɪzɪt/ verb  to go and spend time in a place, or with a person: Eric 

went to Seattle to visit his cousins. Which cities did you visit in Spain?PHRASEScome to 

visit sb I was really pleased that my family came to visit me.THESAURUS: 

visitgo toto visit a place. Go to is very commonly used in everyday English instead  

of visit:Have you ever been to England? | We went to the Science Museum.go 

sightseeingto visit places of interest in a country:They went sightseeing in the old  

part of the city. | We spent the day sightseeing.come around/by/over also come 

round BrEto visit someone informally in their home, especially when you live near  

them:A few friends came round for dinner last night. | You must come over some time 

- it would be good to see you.drop in/by also call in/by BrEto visit someone in their  

home, especially on your way to another place:Kate said she would drop by later to  

give you the forms.look sb upto visit someone who you do not see very often, when 

you are spending time in the area where they live:Look me up if you’re ever in  

Newark. | I thought I would look up some old friends while I was in Boston.  

visit2 /ˈvɪzɪt/ noun  an occasion when someone goes to spend time in a place or 

goes to see a personADJECTIVESa brief/short visit Apart from a brief visit to Mexico, 

she’s never been out of the US.a flying visit BrE (=a very short visit) I’m only here for 
the weekend – just a flying visit this time.a surprise/unannounced visit (=not 
expected) Naomi paid a surprise visit to an old school friend. | The social worker made 

an unannounced visit.an official/state visit (=that an important person makes as 
part of their work) The president made an official visit to France this week.a return 
visit (=to a place you have visited before, or by someone you visited 

previously) George was already planning a return visit.regular/frequent visits He 
became impatient with his wife’s frequent visits to his office.occasional visits Except 
for occasional visits from her daughter, she sees no-one.VERBSpay sb a visit (=visit 
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someone) I decided to pay him a visit at his office.make/pay a visit The king made an 

official visit to Poland last year.have/receive a visit from sb I’ve just had a visit 
from the police.come for a visit Why don’t you come for a visit this 

summer?arrange/organize/plan a visit We can arrange a visit as soon as you 
like.cancel a visit She had to cancel her visit because she was ill.postpone a 
visit (=arrange it for a later time) We may have to postpone our visit.cut short a 

visit (=leave before you planned to) He had to cut short his visit because his wife was 
ill.PREPOSITIONSa visit to sth We enjoyed our visit to the museum.a visit to sb also a 
visit with sb AmE After my visit with John, I went straight home.a visit from sb I’m 

expecting a visit from my son.on a visit We’re just here on a short visit.during a 
visit What did you do during your visit to Prague?PHRASESbe worth a visit Las 
Palmas, the lively capital, is well worth a visit. 

visitor /ˈvɪzətə, ˈvɪzɪtə $ -ər/ noun  someone who comes to visit a place or a 

personADJECTIVESa frequent/regular visitor (=who visits somewhere often) He was 
a frequent visitor to the art gallery.an occasional/rare visitor My daughter is a rare 
visitor to our house these days.an important visitor The school is expecting 

an important visitor today.a surprise/unexpected visitor A surprise visitor is waiting 
to see you downstairs.a foreign/overseas visitor Many foreign visitors come to the 

city every year.a casual visitor (=someone who does not visit in a regular or planned 
way) The museum is of interest both to experts and to casual visitors.a first-time 
visitor First-time visitors are always impressed by the town’s clean quiet streets.a 

welcome visitor (=someone who you are happy to see) She was always a welcome 
visitor to the cottage.an unwelcome visitor The house was surrounded by a high 
fence to keep unwelcome visitors out.NOUNS + visitora museum/gallery/park etc 

visitor The exhibition is very popular with museum visitors.a winter visitor (=a bird 
that comes to a country in the winter) Some winter visitors stay on until mid-
April.VERBS + visitorhave/get a visitor She lives alone, and 

doesn’t get many visitors.attract/draw visitors The Eiffel Tower attracts visitors from 
all over the world.expect a visitor (=a visitor will be arriving soon) I have to clean the 
house because we’re expecting visitors.greet/welcome a visitor He stood at the front 

gate and greeted the visitors as they arrived.receive a visitor (=meet and greet a 
visitor) Visitors are received by a guide who will show them around the castle.allow 
visitors also admit visitors formal The hospital doesn’t allow visitors after six 

o’clock. | Visitors are only admitted to the church in small groups.entertain a 
visitor How are you going to entertain your visitors?visitor + VERBSvisitors 
come Twelve million overseas visitors came to the UK last year.visitors flock (=come 

in large numbers) Visitors flocked to see the exhibition.visitor + NOUNSa visitor 
attraction The park is the most popular visitor attraction in the northwest.a visitor 
centre BrE a visitor center AmE (=a building containing information, toilets etc for 

visitors) The Visitor Centre includes a display about the town’s history.PREPOSITIONSa 
visitor from sth Venice attracts visitors from all over the world.a visitor to 
sth Visitors to the cathedral numbered more than 2.25 million last year 

vital /ˈvaɪtl/ adjective  extremely important and necessaryADVERBSabsolutely 

vital It’s absolutely vital that you tell the police everything you know.NOUNSa vital 
role/part Richardson played a vital role in the team’s success.a vital 

part/element Learning to play with other children is a vital part of growing up.a vital 
ingredient/component (=a vital part) One vital ingredient was missing from the 
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team’s performance: confidence.vital information The radio was a source of vital 

information on sea and weather conditions.a vital clue (=something that gives you 
vital information) The bombers may have left behind vital clues.vital evidence Vital 

evidence contained in the file had disappeared.a vital witness (=someone who has 
vital information about a crime) Police are trying to find a vital witness who may have 
seen what happened.a vital source of sth My mother’s job was a vital source 

of income for the family.vital organs (=the parts of your body that are necessary to 
keep you alive, for example your heart and lungs) Fortunately, the bullet missed 
his vital organs.a vital goal/save/shot etc The goalkeeper made a vital save at the 

end of the first half.PREPOSITIONSvital to sth These measures are vital to national 
security.vital for sth Regular exercise is vital for your health.PHRASESit is vital to do 
sth It is vital to be honest with your partner.it is vital that... It is vital that you keep 

accurate records.be of vital importance Reading is of vital importance in language 

learning.THESAURUS: vital→ important (1)  

vitamin /ˈvɪtəmən, ˈvɪtəmɪn, ˈvaɪ- $ ˈvaɪ-/ noun  a chemical substance in food 

that is necessary for good healthADJECTIVESvitamin A/B/C etc Oranges contain a lot 
of vitamin C.an essential vitamin (=one that is very important for your body) These 
pills have a carefully balanced range of essential vitamins.VERBStake a 

vitamin (=swallow vitamins in the form of a pill etc) She takes vitamins every 
day.contain a vitamin Carrot juice contains many vitamins.include a vitamin The 
cream includes vitamin E which helps protect the skin.vitamin + NOUNSa vitamin 

pill/tablet He was taking large quantities of vitamin pills.a vitamin 
supplement (=extra vitamins that you take in addition to your food) There is no 
evidence that vitamin supplements actually improve health.vitamin deficiency (=a 

lack of necessary vitamins) If you have a balanced diet, you are unlikely to 
suffer vitamin deficiency.PHRASESa source of vitamins (=something you can get 
vitamins from) Fish is a good source of vitamins.a lack of vitamins The illness is 

caused by a lack of vitamins.rich/high in a vitamin Spinach is rich in vitamins 

vivid /ˈvɪvəd, ˈvɪvɪd/ adjective  1. vivid memories, dreams, descriptions etc are so 

clear that they seem realNOUNSa vivid memory also a vivid recollection formal I 

have a very vivid memory of going there as a child.a vivid dream He had a vivid 
dream about being attacked by a shark.a vivid imagination (=a tendency to imagine 
a lot of things, which may not be accurate) He has a very vivid imagination – you can’t 

believe everything he says.a vivid description/account She gave us a vivid 
description of the fight.vivid detail I remember the accident in vivid detail.a vivid 
example of sth also a vivid illustration of sth formal (=something that shows very 

clearly what something is like) New York City provides a vivid example of the changes 
taking place in many cities across the US.a vivid picture/image He had a vivid 
picture of her in his mind.a vivid impression/sense of sth The book gives the reader 

a vivid impression of life on the island.a vivid reminder The violence is a vivid 
reminder of how strongly people feel about the issue.ADVERBSparticularly vivid The 
writer’s descriptions of his family are particularly vivid.remarkably vivid She has 

a remarkably vivid recollection of her early life.VERBSremain vivid Her memories of 

living in Vienna remain vivid.THESAURUS: vivid→ bright (2)2. vivid colours or 

patterns are very brightNOUNSa vivid colour BrE a vivid color AmE The artist uses 
very vivid colours in her paintings.a vivid pattern Traditional West African clothing has 
bright colors and vivid patterns.a vivid stripe The vivid stripes of the dress will 
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certainly get its wearer noticed.vivid blue/red/green etc She looked into his vivid 

blue eyes 

vocabulary /vəˈkæbjələri, vəˈkæbjʊləri, vəʊ- $ -leri, voʊ-/ noun  all the words 

that someone knows or usesADJECTIVESa large/wide/extensive 

vocabulary Shakespeare had a very large vocabulary. | Even intelligent people with 
an extensive vocabulary can sometimes have problems communicating.a 
limited/small vocabulary He had just started learning English and 

his vocabulary was fairly limited.basic/essential vocabulary The book teaches you 
the basic vocabulary that you need to know when you’re on 
holiday.technical/specialized vocabulary The instructions were full of technical 

vocabulary.French/Chinese/Russian etc vocabulary Some American English 
vocabulary is different from that of British English.an active vocabulary (=the words 
someone can use) Children of this age have an active vocabulary of about 1,000 

words.a passive vocabulary (=the words someone can understand but does not 
use) Your passive vocabulary is much larger than your active vocabulary.VERBShave a 
vocabulary By 18 months of age, the girl had a vocabulary of around 300 words.use a 

vocabulary Try to use a wider vocabulary in your writing.build/develop a 
vocabulary Children need to develop a specialized vocabulary to describe the features 

they find.expand/improve your vocabulary (=learn more words) Reading helps 
to expand your vocabulary.enrich your vocabulary (=make it better) Teaching 
students proverbs and idioms can help enrich their vocabularies.learn 

vocabulary What’s the best way of learning new vocabulary?enter the 
vocabulary (=become part of a language) New terms began to enter the 
vocabulary.vocabulary + NOUNSa vocabulary test The teacher gave us a vocabulary 

test.a vocabulary exercise There is a vocabulary exercise at the end of each 
chapter.a vocabulary item formal (=a word, especially in a coursebook or a language 
class) The difficult vocabulary items are explained at the bottom of the page. 

vogue /vəʊg $ voʊg/ noun  THESAURUS > fashion (2) 

voice /vɔɪs/ noun  the sounds that you make when you speak, or the ability to 

make these soundsADJECTIVESa loud voice Why are you talking in such a loud voice? 
I’m not deaf.a quiet/low/soft voice (=not loud) When he spoke, 

his voice was soft and gentle.a deep/low voice (=near the bottom of the range of 
sounds) She heard the deep voice of her father downstairs.a high voice (=near the top 
of the range of sounds) They used to repeat her words in silly high voices.a clear 

voice Natalia’s clear voice rang out.a small voice (=quiet and not strong or 
confident) She answered in a small voice, “I think I was afraid.”a booming 
voice (=very loud) This big booming voice said “Hello, my dear.”a trembling/shaking 

voice (=because you are nervous or afraid) He stood up and began to speak in 
a trembling voice.a silly voice Stop talking in that silly voice!a squeaky voice (=very 
high and not strong) The puppet mouse talks in a little squeaky voice.a husky 

voice (=low and slightly rough in an attractive way) Marilyn Monroe said the words in a 
husky voice.a gravelly voice (=very deep and slightly rough) He sang to her in his 
famous gravelly voice.a sing-song voice (=going high and low in a pleasant musical 

way) She began to recite the poem in a sing-song voice.a monotone voice (=boring 
because the tone does not change) He just carried on talking in a monotone voice.sb’s 
singing/speaking voice She has a beautiful singing voice.VERBS + voiceraise your 

voice (=speak more loudly) She did not raise her voice, or express any anger.lower 
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your voice (=speak more quietly) He lowered his voice to a whisper.keep your voice 

down (=not speak loudly) Keep your voice down, they’ll hear you!project your 
voice (=make it be heard far away from you) Singers have to learn 

to project their voices.lose your voice (=lose the ability to speak loudly or clearly, for 
example when you have a cold) I can’t give the presentation because 
I’ve lost my voice.hear sb’s voice I could hear angry voices.recognize sb’s 

voice He recognized her voice instantly.put on a voice (=speak in a particular 
voice) We would put on silly voices and tell jokes.voice + VERBSsb’s voice 
rises (=becomes louder or higher) Her voice rose in panic.sb’s voice 

drops (=becomes lower) Len’s voice dropped so that it could only just be heard.sb’s 
voice breaks/cracks (=becomes higher or unsteady because they are 
upset) Her voice broke and she was unable to continue.a boy’s voice 

breaks (=becomes deep as he becomes a man) His voice had only 
recently broken.sb’s voice trembles/shakes (=sounds unsteady) His voice 
shook with anger.sb’s voice trails off/away (=becomes quieter until you cannot hear 

it) “It’s just that…, ” his voice trailed away uncertainly.a voice speaks/calls/answers 
etc Then a voice spoke and he realized he was not alone.PREPOSITIONSin a 
loud/soft/deep etc voice “Come here,” he said in a kind voice.PHRASEShave a 

good/great/fabulous voice (=have a good, great etc singing voice) To be a star it’s 
not enough to have a great voice.sb’s tone of voice His tone of voice was 
aggressive.at the top of your voice (=in a very loud voice) She shouted “Help!” at 

the top of her voice. 

volcano /vɒlˈkeɪnəʊ $ vɑːlˈkeɪnoʊ/ noun  a mountain with a large hole at the top, 

through which ash or hot liquid rock is sometimes forced outADJECTIVESan active 

volcano (=it may erupt at any time) Mount Etna is an active volcano.a dormant 
volcano (=it has not erupted for a long time) Volcanoes can remain dormant for 
hundreds of years.an extinct volcano (=it does not erupt any more) The town is near 

an extinct volcano.VERBSa volcano erupts (=it sends out ash, hot rock 
etc) The volcano last erupted 50 years ago. 

volume AC /ˈvɒljuːm $ ˈvɑːljəm/ noun  1. the amount of sound produced by a 

television, radio etcADJECTIVESfull volume (=as loud as possible) She turned the TV 

right up to full volume.high volume The CD player gives excellent sound quality even 
at high volume.low volume Can we have the volume a little lower please?loud 

volume The volume of the music was very loud.VERBS + volumeturn the volume 
up also increase the volume formal I turned up the volume on the microphone.turn 
the volume down also decrease the volume formal The neighbours asked her 

to turn down the volume, because they couldn’t sleep.PREPOSITIONSat high/low/full 
volume The stereo was playing at low volume.2. the total amount of 
somethingADJECTIVEShigh/large volume also considerable volume formal We are 

pleased with the high volume of sales. | There was a considerable volume of evidence 
against him.huge/enormous/great volume A huge volume of water poured down 
the main street.low volume The low volume of production makes the cars very 

expensive.the total volume The total volume of consumer spending has increased.the 
average volume What is the average volume of production per month?the sheer 
volume of sth (=used when saying that there is a surprisingly large amount of 

something) The sheer volume of information available on the internet is 
overwhelming.VERBSproduce volumes of sth Factories used 
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to produce huge volumes of smoke.increase/decrease the volume of sth Brazil and 

Argentina have increased the volume of trade between them. | The government wants 
to decrease the volume of goods imported into the country.PHRASESthe volume of 

traffic Local people are worried about the high volume of traffic passing through the 
village.the volume of work They are unable to cope with the volume of 

work.THESAURUS: volume→ amount3. a bookADJECTIVES/NOUNS + volumea 

small/slim volume She published a slim volume of poetry.the first/second/final 
volume This is the final volume of the Harry Potter series.a companion volume (=a 
book that goes together with another one) ‘Dogs in the News’ is the companion 

volume to ‘Cats in the News’.a leather-bound volume (=one with leather covers) The 
book shelves are full of leather-bound volumes.PREPOSITIONSa volume of 
essays/poems/stories etc I’m reading a volume of essays by Montaigne.a volume 

on sb/sth He’s written a couple of volumes on the history of Sussex. 

voluntary AC /ˈvɒləntəri $ ˈvɑːlənteri/ adjective  1. if something is voluntary, 

you do it because you want to do it, not because you have been paid, or because you 

feel you have to do itNOUNSvoluntary work She does voluntary work for a cancer 
charity.a voluntary agreement/arrangement Voluntary agreements can be more 
effective than government intervention.voluntary worker Voluntary workers are at 

the heart of any political campaign.voluntary contributions (=money that people give 
to help an organization do its work) The animal rescue centre is supported entirely 
by voluntary contributions.voluntary redundancy (=when a worker offers to leave his 

or her job, in return for money from his or her company) The company wants to get rid 
of 800 jobs through voluntary redundancy.PHRASESon a voluntary basis The charity 

workers work on a voluntary basis.THESAURUS: 

voluntaryoptionalclass | course | extra | excursionif something is optional, you 

can choose whether to do it or have it:This class is optional for second year  

students. | You can choose to do an optional study skills course. | Optional  

extras include leather seats and a sun roof (=other things you can choose to have 

when you buy something). | There is an optional excursion to the Taj Mahal (=a trip  

that you can choose to go on).2. voluntary organizations exist in order to help people. 

They exist because people give them money, rather than getting it from the 

governmentNOUNSa voluntary organization/group/body/agency Meals for 
homeless people are often provided by voluntary groups.the voluntary 
sector (=voluntary organizations in general in a country, and the work that they 

do) The voluntary sector has an important role in sport. 

vote1 /vəʊt $ voʊt/ verb  to show which person or party you want, or whether 

you support a plan, by marking a piece of paper or raising your handPHRASESvote 

yes/no Most people voted yes.vote Democrat/Republican/Conservative etc My 
father usually votes Republican.vote by a large/small majority The party voted by a 
large majority to cut taxes.be eligible/entitled to vote (=be legally allowed to 

vote) All those aged 18 or over are eligible to vote.register to vote (=put your name 
on the list of voters) We must encourage people to register to vote.ADVERBSvote 
unanimously (=everyone votes for the same person or thing) The committee voted 

unanimously in favour of the proposal.vote overwhelmingly (=by a large 
majority) Union members voted overwhelmingly to strike.vote narrowly (=by a small 
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majority) The Senate narrowly voted to pass the bill.vote tactically BrE (=vote for a 

person or party that you do not usually support, in order to stop another person or 
party from winning) Many people decided to vote tactically, to prevent the socialists 

from getting in again.PREPOSITIONSvote for sth/ in favour of sth A majority of the 
islanders voted for independence. | The board of directors voted in favour of the 
plan.vote for sb Are you going to vote for Obama?vote against sth His party voted 

against the reforms.vote on sth (=about something) MPs will vote on the issue 

tomorrow.THESAURUS: votecast your vote formalto vote in an election:People  

will cast their votes to choose the next leader of the United States. | The first votes  

have been cast in the country’s general election.go to the pollsif the people in a  

country go the polls, they vote in an election. Go to the polls is used especially in  

news reports:Tomorrow voters go to the polls to choose a new 

government. | The country will go to the polls on January  

21st.electleader | president | prime 

minister | governor | government | representative | official | member of  

parliament | chairmanto choose a leader, representative, or government by 

voting:The people elected him leader by a huge majority. | Obama was elected  

president of the United States. | He was elected governor of California. | He will lead  

the country’s first democratically elected government. | He is an elected official and 

he is not allowed to accept gifts. | I think we should start by electing a  

new chairman. | The newly elected leader will take office today (=start his or her  

official job). | She was the first woman to be elected to Congress.re-electto elect  

someone again:He was re-elected president with 49% of the 

vote.ballotmembers | workers | employeesto ask the members of an organization  

to vote on something in order to decide what to do:The union  

will ballot its members on whether to go ahead with the strike action. | Nearly a  

thousand workers were balloted on whether to accept or reject the 

proposal. | All employees were balloted and Roger was the clear  

winner.vetobill | legislation | law | decision | proposalto vote against something  

that other people have agreed on, so that it cannot happen:The governor threatened 

to veto the bill. | The president has the right to veto any piece of legislation (=any law 

or part of a law). | Governor Symington vetoed a similar law last year. | China  

can veto any decision made by the other members of the Security Council. | The 

committee vetoed a proposal to change the party’s constitution.  

vote2 /vəʊt $ voʊt/ noun  an occasion when a person or a group of people vote in 

an electionVERBSget/receive votes The party which receives the most votes will be 
elected to govern the country.win/lose the vote She won the vote and became 
president. | The Labour Party lost the vote in the general election.have the 

vote (=have the right to vote in an election) Women in New Zealand have had the 
vote since 1893.cast a vote (=vote in an election) After all the votes have been cast, 
they have to be counted.have/take a vote (on sth) (=organize a vote to decide 
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something) They took a quick vote on what to do next.count the 

votes The votes were counted and the result of the election was announced.require a 
vote A vote is required before the law can be changed.sb’s vote goes to 

sb/sth My vote will go to the party that does the most for the environment.sb’s vote 
increases/rises (=the number of people who have voted for a person or party 
increases) The Liberal Democrat vote increased by over 2%.sb’s vote 

falls/decreases (=the number of people who have voted for a person or party 
decreases) This year their vote fell by more than half.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + votea 
majority vote (=when most people vote for someone or something) A change in the 

law would need a two-thirds majority vote.a unanimous vote (=when everybody 
votes the same way) The vote in favour of the proposal was unanimous.an electoral 
vote (=a vote in an election) He needed 270 electoral votes to win.a decisive 

vote (=a vote that decides the result of an election) The Green Party may have 
the decisive vote in the next election.the popular vote (=the votes of the people of 
the country in an election) The Conservative Party won 42.9% of the popular vote.a 

parliamentary vote (=a vote in parliament) He voted against the government in 
a parliamentary vote.a postal vote (=when you send in your vote by post) She applied 
for a postal vote because she is too ill to travel to the polling station.a free 

vote (=when politicians can vote according to their personal opinions rather than follow 
a party policy) The law was passed in Parliament by a free vote.the 
Labour/Conservative etc vote (=the number of people who voted Labour, 

Conservative etc) The Conservative vote increased in the last election.a proxy 
vote (=when you arrange for someone else to vote for you) Proxy votes were limited to 
one per person.PREPOSITIONSa vote for sth/in favour of sth He said that a vote 

for his party would be a vote for change.a vote for sb There were only three votes 
for the other candidate.a vote against sth Thirty votes were cast against the 
proposal.by a vote The matter was decided by a vote of committee 

members.PHRASESput sth to the vote (=have a vote in order to decide 
something) The issue was put to the vote in the House of Commons.sb’s share of the 
vote The Social Democrats’ share of the vote fell by 5%.a vote of (no) 

confidence (=an official vote to show that people support or do not support a 
government, leader etc) The government won a vote of confidence by 339 votes to 
207. 

voter /ˈvəʊtə $ ˈvoʊtər/ noun  someone who has the right to vote in an election, 

or who votes in a particular electionADJECTIVES/NOUNS + votera 
Conservative/Labour/Republican etc voter He has been a Labour voter all his 

life. | 23% of Conservative voters thought tax was the most important issue in the last 
election.a first-time/new voter (=someone who has not voted in an election 
before) Many students will be first-time voters.male/female voters The party was 

successful in attracting female voters.young voters College fees are a big issue 
for young voters.an average/ordinary voter Over the past 50 years, the average 
voter has become better educated.a floating voter (=someone who is not sure who to 

vote for) The party was trying to win the support of floating voters.registered/eligible 
voters (=someone on the official list of people who have the right to vote) The Liberal 
Democrats had the support of no more than 9% of registered voters.VERBS 

+ voterappeal to/attract voters A reduction in tax is likely to appeal 
to many voters.convince/persuade voters The party struggled to convince voters to 
support them.put off voters also alienate voters formal They risk putting off 
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voters because of the extreme views of some of their members.voter + VERBSvoters 

elect/choose sb/sth More than 60% of the voters chose Nixon.voters 
support/back sb/sth The majority of women voters support the president.voters 

favour sb/sth BrE voters favor sb/sth AmE Tennessee voters favored Clinton over 
Bush in 1992.voters reject sb/sth California voters rejected the new law.a voter 
registers (=puts his or her name on the official list of people with the right to 

vote) More young voters have registered than ever before.voter + NOUNSvoter 
turnout/participation (=the number of people who vote in an election) Voter 
turnout has been dropping in France.voter apathy (=a lack of interest in voting) There 

were signs of voter apathy at the last election.voter approval The Council has the 
power to pass tax increases without voter approval.voter dissatisfaction The 
country’s economic problems have increased voter dissatisfaction with the 

government.voter registration (=the process of making sure that your name is on the 
official list of people with the right to vote) They are campaigning for better voter 
registration of young people 

vow /vaʊ/ noun  a serious promiseADJECTIVES/NOUNS + vowa solemn 

vow (=very serious) He took a solemn vow to accept whatever duties he was 
given.marriage/wedding vows She wrote her own marriage vows.a holy/sacred 

vow When we get married in church we are making sacred vows.VERBSmake a 
vow I made a vow never to go near the place again.take a vow (=make a vow at a 
formal ceremony) The monks had taken a vow of silence.keep a vow (=do as you 

promised) She kept her vow not to tell anyone about their affair.break a vow (=not do 
as you promised) She accused him of breaking his marriage vows.exchange 
vows (=make promises to each other as part of a wedding ceremony) They wanted 

to exchange vows before their family and friends.renew your vows (=have a second 
wedding ceremony to repeat your promises) They will renew their marriage vows in a 
private ceremony.PHRASESa vow of silence/poverty/obedience etc People close to 

him have finally broken their vow of silence.be bound by a vow (=to have promised 
seriously to do something) She told him she was bound by a vow not to tell any other 
person. 

voyage /ˈvɔɪ-ɪdʒ/ noun  a long journey in a ship or 

spacecraftADJECTIVES/NOUNS + voyagea sea/ocean voyage The book is about a 
19th-century sea voyage to Tasmania.a ship’s maiden voyage (=the first one which a 

ship makes) The ‘Titanic’ was a luxury ship that sank on its maiden voyage.a great 
voyage The explorer’s first great voyage took him to Australia.an epic voyage (=a 
very long one that involves brave or exciting actions) On August 2nd 1492, Columbus 

finally set off on his epic voyage to cross the Atlantic Ocean.a long voyage The ship 
began its long voyage across the Indian Ocean.a dangerous voyage He was sent on 
a dangerous voyage to West Africa.VERBSgo on/make a voyage also undertake a 

voyage formal The two ships made a 52-day voyage across the Pacific 
Ocean.begin/set out on a voyage also embark on a voyage formal They began the 
long voyage home.PREPOSITIONSa voyage to/from/across sth The voyage to Tonga 

took three weeks. | The boat was badly damaged on a voyage from the Mississippi to 
Greenock.on a voyage He described all the things that 
happened on the voyage.during a voyage During the voyage several of the sailors 

became ill.PHRASESa voyage of discovery Between 1768 and 1779, Captain Cook 
made various voyages of discovery. 
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vulnerable /ˈvʌlnərəbəl/ adjective  easy to harm or 

attackADVERBShighly/extremely vulnerable The bridge was extremely vulnerable to 
attack.particularly/especially vulnerable The team looked especially 
vulnerable towards the end of the game.increasingly vulnerable The government has 

become increasingly vulnerable to electoral defeat.NOUNSa vulnerable 
person Vulnerable people in society are hurt most by government cuts in services.a 
vulnerable group The most vulnerable group to be affected by the virus are newborn 

children.vulnerable children Care services for vulnerable children have 
improved.PHRASESbe vulnerable to attack/criticism/damage etc Many women 
feel vulnerable to attack if they go out at night.be in a vulnerable 

position/situation The country is in the vulnerable position of producing barely half 
its own food. 

Letter W 

wage /weɪdʒ/ noun  money you earn for doing your job GrammarOften  

plural. ADJECTIVEShigh wages The workers are demanding higher wages.low 

wages Farmworkers receive low wages for long hours.good wages In general, IT jobs 

pay good wages.a decent wage (=a fairly good one) Jobs in the factories used to 
pay a decent wage, but those jobs are gone now.the hourly/daily/monthly etc 
wage She earns an hourly wage of $11.the minimum wage (=the lowest wage that a 

company can pay someone according to the law) Most of the new jobs in the area only 
pay the minimum wage.the basic wage (=before extra amounts are added) Overtime 
is one way in which workers can increase their basic wage.lost wages (=the amount 

you lose by not being able to work) You may be able to claim on your insurance for lost 
wages.VERBSearn a wage also be on a wage BrE He earns a wage of £300 a 
week.get/receive a wage The housewife receives no wage for her work.pay a 

wage Some firms still paid lower wages to female workers.supplement your 
wages (=earn extra money) He supplements his wages by working in a bar in the 
evenings.dock sb’s wages (=give someone less money as a punishment) You’ll get 

your wages docked if you’re late to work again.push up/raise wages (=increase 
them) A shortage of workers is pushing up wages.hold down/keep down 

wages (=keep them at a low level) The government wants to hold down wages in the 
public sector.wages increase/rise Currently, wages are rising by about 3% per 
year.wages fall Profits increased but wages fell.wage + NOUNSa wage 

increase/rise The rail workers demanded a 20% wage increase.a wage 
reduction/cut Those who kept their jobs had to take large wage cuts.a wage 
freeze (=wages stay the same) The wage freeze was part of a plan to bring down 

inflation.wage levels/rates Wage levels remained low during the 1930s.the wage 
bill (=the amount a company has to pay in wages) The firm says it cannot find the 
cash to pay its wage bill.a wage earner (=someone who earns a wage) I am the 

only wage earner in our house.wage differentials (=differences in people’s 
wages) The study examined wage differentials between men and women.PHRASESa 
cut/drop in wages (=someone’s wages are reduced) Would you accept a 5% cut 

in your wages?a fall/decline in wages (=wages become lower generally) Workers 
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experienced a fall in wages.an increase/rise in wages The company had refused to 

give miners a real increase in wages.THESAURUS: wage→ salary 

waist /weɪst/ noun  the middle part of someone’s body, which is usually 

narrower than their chest or their hipsADJECTIVESa slim/narrow waist also a 
slender waist literary His shoulders were broad and he had a slim waist.a small/tiny 
waist The dress draws attention to her tiny waist.waist + NOUNSsb’s waist 

size/measurement Her waist size is 26 inches.waist height/level The grass grew in 
some places to waist height.PREPOSITIONSaround sb’s waist She was wearing a 
belt around her waist.PHRASESup to sb’s waist Every now and then the explorers 

would sink up to their waists in snow.from the waist down/up She was 
paralysed from the waist down.stripped to the waist He was stripped to the waist, 
wearing only an old pair of jeans.waist deep She was standing waist deep in the 

ocean. 

wait1 /weɪt/ verb  to stay somewhere or not do something until something else 

happens, someone arrives etcADVERBSwait patiently They waited patiently for the 

rain to stop.wait anxiously/nervously All his friends were waiting anxiously for their 
exam results.wait expectantly (=because you are hoping that something good or 
exciting will happen) He took out his camera and waited expectantly.wait 

forever informal also wait ages BrE informal (=wait a long time) I had to wait 
ages for a bus.not wait long (=not wait for a long time) She did not have to wait 
long for a train.wait around also wait about BrE (=stay in the same place and do 

nothing while you are waiting) I can’t wait around any longer.wait up (=wait for 
someone to return before you go to bed) Don’t wait up for me; I may be late.wait 
in BrE (=stay at home and wait there for someone to arrive) I have to wait in for the 

repair man.wait + NOUNSa waiting list (=a list of people who are waiting for 
something) If you don’t get the class you want, you can put your name on a waiting 
list.a waiting room (=a room at a station, doctor’s etc where people wait) Take a seat 

in the waiting room until the dentist calls your name.PREPOSITIONSwait for sb I’ll wait 
for you outside.wait for sth There were a lot of people waiting for the bus.wait 
until/till sth I waited until the end of his speech before I left the room.PHRASESwait 

two hours/20 minutes etc William waited an hour for his sister to arrive.keep sb 
waiting The doctor kept us waiting for half an hour.wait with bated breath (=while 
feeling very anxious or excited) She waited with bated breath to see what he would 

say.wait in vain (=wait for something that never happens) They waited in vain for him 
to come back.wait and see (=used when saying that you will find out about something 
soon) I don’t know what he’s going to say – we’ll just have to wait and see.wait your 

turn (=wait until it is your turn to do something) Patrick joined the back of the queue 
and patiently waited his turn.wait a minute/second/moment (=used for telling 

someone to not do something immediately)Wait a second – I’ll drive you home. Can’t  

waitIf you say that you can’t wait to do something, you mean that you feel very  

excited about it: I can’t wait to see my family again. THESAURUS: waithang 

around also hang about BrE informalto wait in a place not doing anything, especially  

so that you are wasting time:They kept us hanging around for hours at the 

hospital (=they made us wait for a long time).hold on/hang onto wait because you 
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are hoping that something will happen:The captain decided it was best to hold on and 

wait for the other ship to arrive. | We hung on until the very last moment.can you 

hold on/hang on? spokenused when telling someone to wait:Can you hang on a  

minute? I just want to finish this email. | Hold on - I'm nearly ready.stand by/be on 

standbyto wait and be ready to do something if needed – used especially about  

soldiers, police, medical teams etc:The army are standing by in case they are 

needed. | Emergency services were on standby after someone called to say there was  

a bomb in the city centre.await formalto wait for something – used about something  

that you know will happen or arrive:In February, nearly 200,000 prisoners  

were awaiting trial. | The soldiers awaited the order to advance. | I will await your  

reply (=used at the end of a formal letter).  

wait2 /weɪt/ noun  a period of time in which you wait for something to happen, 

someone to arrive etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS + waita long/lengthy wait He rang her 

hotel, and after a long wait she came to the phone.a short/brief wait He had 
a short five-minute wait at the bus stop.a one-hour/30-minute etc wait They was 
a 20-minute wait for a table at the restaurant.an anxious/nervous wait She now 

faces an anxious wait to see if she has been picked for the school team.the average 
wait The average wait for patients at the clinic is about 25 minutes.VERBShave a 

wait We had a long wait at the doctor’s.face a wait The students face an 
anxious wait until their exam results are published.PREPOSITIONSa wait for sth They 
will now face a six-week wait for the results of the tests.PHRASESbe worth the 

wait The meal was excellent and worth the wait. 

walk1 /wɔːk $ wɒːk/ verb  to move forward by putting one foot in front of the 

otherADVERBSwalk away She turned and walked away.walk back They walked back 
to the car in silence.walk backwards He was walking backwards down the hill to 

relieve the strain on his legs.walk together They walked together for a short 
distance.walk quickly/fast Ella could hear the footsteps of somebody walking 
quickly.walk briskly/swiftly (=quickly – more formal) Without speaking, he walked 

briskly into the office.walk slowly She took his hand and they walked slowly along the 
path.walk barefoot (=without shoes or socks) The boys never walked barefoot for fear 
of broken glass.PREPOSITIONSwalk down/along a street/road etc She was walking 

down King’s Road.walk into/out of a place If you’re famous, everyone turns to look 
at you when you walk into a restaurant.walk up to sb/sth I walked up to the door and 

rang the bell.PHRASESwalk five miles/300 metres etc We must have walked ten 
miles today.walk all the way to a place I walked all the way to the next town, which 
was over 20 kilometres away.within walking distance (=that are near enough to 

walk to) There are plenty of bars and restaurants within walking distance of the 

hotel.THESAURUS: walkwanderto walk without any clear purpose or  

direction:They wandered around the narrow streets of the old city.strideto walk with  

long steps in a determined, confident, or angry way:She strode onto the stage and 

began to address the audience. | A man in a suit came striding purposefully into the 

hall (=in a determined way).paceto walk first in one direction and then in another  

many times, especially because you are nervous:Nick was pacing up and down, waiting  
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for the phone to ring.marchto walk quickly with firm regular steps – used especially  

about soldiers or someone who is angry:The troops marched past with smart uniform 

and good discipline. | Sheila marched into his office and demanded an apology.wadeto  

walk through water, snow, mud etc:We had to wade across the river. | The fans had 

to wade through knee-deep mud at the concert.stompto walk putting your feet down 

very hard, especially because you are angry:She turned and stomped off without  

looking back. | He stomped angrily out of the office.TO WALK QUIETLYtiptoeto walk  

quietly and carefully on your toes because you do not want to make a noise:I tiptoed 

into the room, trying not to wake the baby. | We tiptoed down the stairs, hoping my 

parents would not hear us.creepto walk quietly and slowly because you do not want  

anyone to see or hear you:Stella crept up the stairs, hoping not to wake her  

parents.sneakto walk quietly so that no-one notices you, especially because you are 

doing something you should not do:They sneaked off without paying. | I  

quickly sneaked out to have a cigarette.padto walk quietly without wearing shoes –  

also used about cats and dogs walking quietly:Michelle got up and padded barefoot  

down to the kitchen. | The cat padded in, asking for her food.TO WALK  

SLOWLYtrudgeto walk in a slow tired way because it is difficult to continue walking, or  

you do not want to go somewhere:The men trudged along the road, heads bent  

against the wind. | I’ve spent hours trudging around the shops looking for a  

present.plodto walk slowly in a tired way – often used about a horse, donkey etc:The 

donkey was plodding slowly along under its heavy load. | I plodded on feeling more 

and more tired (=I continued walking slowly).shuffleto walk very slowly and noisily  

without lifting your feet off the ground:The old man got up and shuffled towards the 

door.TO WALK WITH DIFFICULTYlimpto walk with difficulty because one leg hurts, so 

that you put most of your weight on the other leg:Jake was limping because of the 

injury to his knee.staggerto walk or move unsteadily, almost falling over, especially  

because you are drunk or have been injured:They finally staggered back to the hotel at  

4 o’clock in the morning. | He hit her and she staggered and fell.hobbleto walk with  

difficulty in a slow and unsteady way because your legs or feet hurt or have been 

injured:My new shoes were so painful I could only hobble along. | She hobbled out to  

the car on crutches.TO WALK FOR PLEASUREtake a walk also go for a walkto walk  

somewhere for pleasure:We went for a walk in the park.stroll also go for a strollto  

walk in a relaxed way, especially for pleasure:People were strolling along beside the 

river. | On Sunday, they went for a stroll in the park.hike also go hikingto walk a long  

way in the mountains or countryside as an activity you enjoy:We’re going hiking in  

Scotland this summer. | They hiked around the Lake District. | Pat likes doing active 

things like hiking and horse-riding.trek also go trekkingto go for a walk lasting  

several days or weeks in a faraway place, carrying your clothes with you:I’ve always  

wanted to go trekking in Nepal. | They trekked up to Everest Base Camp 
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walk2 /wɔːk $ wɒːk/ noun  a journey that you make by 

walkingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + walka long walk We went for a long walk in the woods.a 
short walk The house is only a short walk from local shops.a little walk I just felt like 
a little walk.a brisk walk (=fast) A brisk walk will improve your circulation.an easy 

walk From here it is an easy walk to the top of the hill.a strenuous walk (=needing a 
lot of effort or strength) It was quite a strenuous walk and the next day my legs were 
aching.a five-mile/ten-kilometre etc walk He began the five-mile walk back to 

town.a five-minute/two-hour etc walk There’s a good restaurant a five-minute 
walk away.a country/forest/coastal etc walk There’s a pleasant woodland 
walk nearby.a sponsored walk BrE (=done by many people in order to get money for 

charity) The school organized a sponsored walk and raised £500.VERBSgo for a 
walk Let’s go for a walk on the beach.Don’t say make a walk.take/have a walk I try 
and have a little walk every lunchtime.take the dog for a walk Could you take the 

dog for a walk? Go walking or go for a walk?You usually say go for a walk, when  

talking about an occasion when you walk somewhere for pleasure: Do you want to go  

for a walk and get some fresh air?You use go walking when talking in general about  

the activity of walking in a particular place: He loved to go walking in the hills around  

his hometown. You can also say: He loved to go for walks in the hills around his  

hometown. PHRASEShave a walk around (=walk in a place in order to find out what 

it is like) Feel free to have a walk around the school.a walk around the block (=a 
short walk in that part of the city) I took the dog for a short walk around the block.the 

walk back/home The walk home took 20 minutes.PREPOSITIONSa walk in the 
park/country/countryside/forest/mountains etc We went for a walk in the 
countryside near Oxford.a walk along the river/beach/street etc How about a walk 

along the river?a walk through the town/forest/fields etc Take a walk through the 
town, and you will find a good choice of restaurants.a walk around the 
town/grounds/lake etc They went for a walk around the castle grounds.on a 

walk (=while you are walking somewhere) What did you 

see on your walk?THESAURUS: walkhikea long walk in the mountains or  

countryside:We went for a hike in the woods. | There are some good hikes in the 

area.strolla slow, relaxed walk:Let’s take a stroll in the park. | We went for a  

stroll along the river.wander BrEa short relaxed walk, especially to look around a  

place:We had a wander round the town and then went to the beach.trekused when 

talking about a long walk in the mountains, countryside etc which lasts for several days  

and which you do for pleasure:They went on a three-week trek in the Atlas  

Mountains. Trek is also used about a long tiring walk somewhere, which you do not  

want to have to do: We then had a long trek back to our hotel with all our  

luggage. sloga long, tiring, and unpleasant walk, which continues for several hours:It  

was a long hard slog to reach the summit of the mountain.marchan occasion when a  
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group of people walk somewhere together, in order to protest about  

something:Demonstrators are planning a march through the 

capital. | They organized a peace march.  

wall /wɔːl $ wɒːl/ noun [C]  an upright flat structure made of stone or brick, that 

divides one area from another or surrounds an areaADJECTIVES/NOUNS + walla 
high/low wall The prison is surrounded by high walls.a thick wall The castle has 
thick walls.a bare wall (=with no decoration or pictures) There was no furniture – just 

four bare walls.the outer/inner wall The outer walls of the house looked very 
solid.the external/internal wall We knocked down one of the internal walls to make 
the bedroom bigger.the kitchen/bathroom etc wall She wants to paint the kitchen 

walls yellow.the city walls You can walk along the ancient city 
walls.VERBSclimb/jump over a wall The thieves must have climbed over the 
wall.PREPOSITIONSagainst a wall He leaned his bike against the 

wall.THESAURUS: wallfencea structure made of wood, metal etc that surrounds a  

piece of land:The garden was surrounded by an old wooden fence. | There is a high  

fence around the prison. | The farmer had put up a fence around the field.railingsa 

metal fence that is made of a series of upright bars:The boy was leaning over the 

railing on the side of the boat. | He chained his bike to the iron railings outside the 

house.barriera type of fence or gate that prevents people from moving in a particular  

direction:A guard stood near the barrier. | The police had put up barriers to keep the 

protesters under control. | The organizers erected barriers to keep the crowds back  

from the stage (=put up barriers - more formal).screena piece of furniture like a thin  

wall that can be moved around and is used to divide one part of a room from 

another:There was a screen around his hospital bed. | a Japanese bamboo 

screen | a fire screen (=that you put near a fire)partitiona thin wall that separates  

one part of a room from another:The room was divided into two by a thin  

partition. | The offices are separated by partitions and you can hear everything that is  

said in the next office.barricadea line of objects that people have put across a road, to  

prevent people getting past, especially as part of a protest:The soldiers used tanks to  

smash through the barricades. | The demonstrators started erecting barricades (=they 

put up barricades).  

wallet /ˈwɒlət, ˈwɒlɪt $ ˈwɑː-/ noun  a small flat case, carried in a pocket 

especially by men, for holding paper money, bank cards etcVERBStake out/get out 

your wallet He took out his wallet to see if he had enough money.open your 
wallet The man opened his wallet and took out a £5 note.steal sb’s wallet Someone 
has stolen my wallet!lose your wallet I think I’ve lost my wallet – I must have 

dropped it somewhere.put away your wallet (=put it back in your pocket or 
bag) After he had paid the taxi driver, he put away his wallet.a wallet contains 
sth The wallet contained all his credit cards.ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + walleta leather 

wallet I bought Dad a new leather wallet for his birthday.an empty wallet I found 
an empty wallet in the street.a fat/bulging wallet (=containing a lot of money) He 
pulled a fat wallet out of his jacket pocket 
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wander /ˈwɒndə $ ˈwɑːndər/ verb  to walk slowly somewhere, usually without a 

clear direction or purposePREPOSITIONS/ADVERBSwander around (sth) We wandered 
around the old town.wander through sth I wandered through the empty 
rooms.wander down/across/over Helen wandered down to the river.wander 

off (=away from the place where you are now) Her son had wandered off to the other 
end of the garden.wander aimlessly (=with no idea of where you should be 
going) She wandered aimlessly around the house.NOUNSwander the streets The boy 

was found wandering the streets of Paris.wander the world/earth For years 
he wandered the world, searching for answers.wander the hills/countryside He 
spent hours wandering the hills. 

want /wɒnt $ wɒːnt, wɑːnt/ verb  to have a desire for somethingADVERBSvery 

much want sth/want sth very much She very much wanted to go back to Japan. | I 
want very much to see you before you leave.really want sth I really want to go to 

college.want sth badly (=a lot) The person who stole the photograph 
obviously wanted it badly.desperately want sth (=a lot, so you will feel very sad if it 
does not happen) He desperately wants his mum and dad to get back 

together.particularly want sth I particularly want to hear about the African part of 
your trip.just want sth also simply want sth formal I just want to be left 
alone.PHRASESwhatever/whenever/wherever sb wants Now he can 

do whatever he wants. | I’m happy to leave whenever you want. | You can 
park wherever you want.anything/anywhere/anytime sb wants You can come back 
anytime you want.if you want (to) You can go if you want.get what you 

want You’ve got what you wanted, so you can leave now.do what you want At 
college, you can do what you want, instead of being told what to do.what I want to 
do is... What I want to do is develop the skills I already have.all I want is... All I want 

is a normal life.it’s (just) what I’ve always wanted I love my new garden – 
it’s what I’ve always wanted.want sth for your birthday/Christmas etc What do 
you want for your birthday? 

war /wɔː $ wɔːr/ noun  fighting between countries using soldiers and 

weaponsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + wara world war (=involving many countries) No-one 
wants another world war.a nuclear war (=involving nuclear weapons) The possibility 

of nuclear war is very frightening.a civil war (=between opposing groups within a 
country) The English Civil War started in 1642.the Iraq/Vietnam/Korean etc 
War People were protesting against the Vietnam War.World War I/World War II He 

was a pilot in World War II.a bloody war (=in which many people are killed) Which 
was the bloodiest war in history?a just war (=one that you believe is right) They 
believe that they are fighting a just war.all-out war (=one in which armies fight each 

other and thousands of people are killed) They are worried that the dispute could turn 
into an all-out war.a guerrilla war (=involving a small unofficial military group) The 
rebels are fighting a guerrilla war against the government.a conventional war (=not 

nuclear) In conventional wars, it is mainly soldiers who are killed.a religious war How 
many people have died in religious wars?VERBSfight a war King Henry VII 
was fighting a war in Scotland.fight in a war (=take part as a soldier) Her 

grandfather fought in the war.win/lose a war Why did Franco win the Civil 
War? | What would have happened if we’d lost the war?declare war (on sb) (=say 
you are at war with a country) In 1941, Britain and the US declared war on 

Japan.wage/make war (=start and continue a war) Their aim was to destroy the 
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country’s capacity to wage war.go to war (=become involved in a war) Are we 

prepared to go to war over this?prevent war also avert war formal Their first 
objective was to prevent war.war breaks out (=it starts) They married just before war 

broke out.a war rages (=continues in a very violent way) A civil war is 
still raging there.Don’t say do the war. Say go to war or make 
war.PHRASESdevastated/ravaged by war (=very badly damaged by it) They were 

born in an area ravaged by war.be on the brink of war (=be about to be involved in 
one) The country was on the brink of war.the outbreak of war (=the time when it 
starts) A week after the outbreak of war, he joined the army.the horrors of war They 

wanted to forget the horrors of war they had witnessed.a prisoner of war (=a soldier 
who is caught by the enemy during a war and kept prisoner) He ended up in a camp 
for prisoners of war.war + NOUNSthe war years The couple spent most of the war 

years apart.a war hero John McCain was a war hero, who flew combat missions in 
Vietnam.a war veteran (=someone who took part in a war) Many war veterans still 
suffer from psychological problems.a war criminal (=someone who behaves very 

cruelly in a war, in a way that is against international law) Many Nazi war 
criminals were never punished.a war correspondent (=a reporter sending reports 
from a war) Being a war correspondent is a dangerous job.a war zone (=an area 

where a war is fought) The country had turned into a war zone.a war crime (=a cruel 
act in a war which is against international law) General Mladic was charged with war 
crimes, after his troops killed thousands of Bosnian civilians.a war wound He still 

suffered pain from an old war wound.a war grave (=of a dead soldier) He had gone 
with a friend to visit the war graves in Flanders.PREPOSITIONSin/during a war Her 
father served as a pilot during the war.at war (with sb) Russia was at war with 

Poland.a war with/against sb Many people opposed the war against Iraq.a war 
between sb and sb War between Venice and Turkey broke out in 

1571.THESAURUS: warfightinga situation in which people or groups fight each  

other and try to kill each other:Both sides agreed to end the fighting. | The fighting  

went on for months (=it continued). | Serious fighting broke out in late September (=it  

started then). | Fighting in the north has resulted in hundreds of deaths.conflicta 

situation in which there is fighting or a war – used especially in news reports:There is  

an increased danger of armed conflict in the region. | Everyone wants an end to the 

conflict in Afghanistan.hostilities formalfighting in a war:The agreement called on the 

guerrillas to cease hostilities (=stop fighting) and begin peace talks.warfarethe 

activity of fighting in a war – used especially to talk about a method of fighting:The 

Americans are using advanced methods of warfare. | They are threatening to  

use chemical or biological warfare (=using chemical or biological weapons). | The men 

are trained in guerrilla warfare (=using sudden methods of attack, in small unofficial  

groups).battlean occasion when two armies, groups of ships etc fight each other in  

one place during a war:Thousands of soldiers were killed in the Battle of the 

Somme. | The king died in battle. | The British won the battle of El Alamein against  

Rommel. | The Battle of Trafalgar was an important naval battle (=between groups of  

ships).skirmish /ˈskɜːmɪʃ $ ˈskɜːr-/a short fight between small groups of soldiers, ships  
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etc, especially one that happens away from the main part of a war or battle:There 

were minor skirmishes between Indian and Pakistani troops across the 

border.combatthe act of fighting, especially during a war:Few of them had any 

experience of combat. | The soldiers are trained in hand-to-hand combat (=fighting  

with your hands, not weapons).actionmilitary actions carried out by the army, navy 

etc of a country during a war – used especially in the following phrases:He was killed in  

action in 1944. | Her son went missing in action. | Her grandfather saw action in two 

world wars (=he fought in those wars).  

wardrobe /ˈwɔːdrəʊb $ ˈwɔːrdroʊb/ noun  THESAURUS > clothes 

wares noun  THESAURUS > product 

warfare /ˈwɔːfeə $ ˈwɔːrfer/ noun  fighting between groups of people, usually in 

a warADJECTIVES/NOUNS + warfaremodern warfare Computer technology is an 

important part of modern warfare.chemical warfare (=using chemicals as 
weapons) The factory produced poison gas used in chemical warfare.biological/germ 
warfare (=using dangerous bacteria or disease as a weapon) These bacteria might be 

used in biological warfare.nuclear warfare How can we protect the world from nuclear 
warfare?conventional warfare (=not nuclear) In conventional warfare, it is soldiers 
who are usually the target.guerrilla warfare (=involving small unofficial military 

groups) The organization used guerrilla warfare and started blowing up bridges and 
roads.jungle warfare The Japanese had been trained in jungle warfare.gang 
warfare (=fighting in groups of young people) Gang warfare is wrecking the 

neighborhood.ground warfare (=fighting on the ground, rather than in the air or on 
the sea) In an age of rockets and missiles, ground warfare is still important.naval 
warfare (=between groups of armed ships) The age of modern naval warfare was at 

hand.trench warfare (=from long holes dug into the ground) There he experienced 

the full horrors of trench warfare. Open warfareThis phrase is often used when  

saying that people become so angry with each other that they say or do very  

unpleasant things, without trying to hide their feelings: The two sisters had a difficult  

relationship and at times there was open warfare between them. VERBSengage 

in/wage warfare (=take part in it) The country did not want to engage in 
warfare. | Rebels waged guerrilla warfare against the occupying army.PREPOSITIONSin 

warfare How are these weapons used in warfare?warfare against sth They engaged 
in open warfare against the South.warfare between sth Warfare between the Romans 
and the Parthians lasted for centuries.PHRASESa method/means/form of 

warfare Tanks were first used as a means of warfare in 1917. 

warm /wɔːm $ wɔːrm/ adjective  1. slightly hot in a pleasant wayNOUNSwarm 

weather/climate The weather has been nice and warm.a warm 

day/evening/summer etc We often eat outside on warm evenings.warm 
sun/sunshine They relaxed in the warm sunshine.a warm temperature Tropical 
plants grow best in warm temperatures.warm water/air Wash the shirt in warm 

water.a warm place Cats always find a warm place to sleep.a warm bed He wanted 
to be at home in his nice warm bed.a warm bath A warm bath helps to relax the 
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muscles.warm clothes/clothing (=clothes that keep you warm in cold weather) You’ll 

need warm clothes on a cold day like this.VERBSstay/keep warm I kept moving in 
order to stay warm.get warm We sat by the fire to get warm.wrap up warm (=wear 

clothes that keep you warm in cold weather) In winter, make sure your children wrap 
up warm.keep sth warm Keep the vegetables warm while you make the 
sauce.ADVERBSpleasantly warm The sun was pleasantly warm on his 

skin.unusually/exceptionally warm also unseasonably warm formal (=used for 
describing weather that is warmer than usual) The weather has been unusually 
warm for April.PHRASESnice and warm It’s nice and warm by the fire.nice warm I 

think I’ll have a nice warm bath.lovely and warm The weather’s freezing but it’s lovely 

and warm in the house.THESAURUS: warmlukewarm/tepidonly slightly  

warm:The coffee was only lukewarm when it finally arrived. | Add two cups  

of lukewarm water to the yeast. | Soak the dried fruit in tepid water for about ten  

minutes. | He sipped his tepid coffee.THESAURUS: warm→ hot2. friendlyNOUNSa 

warm welcome/reception Visitors can be sure of a warm welcome. | Both teams 
were given a very warm reception.a warm smile She always greets us with a warm 
smile.a warm atmosphere People like the club because there’s a very warm 

atmosphere.ADVERBSgenuinely warm Her smile was genuinely 

warm.THESAURUS: warm→ friendly 

warn /wɔːn $ wɔːrn/ verb [I,T]  to tell someone that something bad or dangerous 

may happen, so that they can avoid it or prevent 
itADVERBSalways/constantly/repeatedly warn sb (=often or many times) Parents 

repeatedly warn children about the dangers of crossing roads.officially warn sb He 
was officially warned that he could lose his driving licence.PREPOSITIONSwarn sb 
about/of sth Patients were not warned of the health risks of having this 

treatment.warn sb against sth The government has warned people against travelling 

to the island because of the fighting.THESAURUS: warngive sb a warningto tell  

someone that if they continue to behave in an unsatisfactory way, they will be 

punished:He’s already been given several warnings about handing in his essays  

late. | The US gave a warning that if the hostages were not released, it would be 

forced to take military action.alertto warn people of possible danger so that they can 

prevent it or be ready to deal with it:An anonymous caller alerted the police that a  

bomb was due to go off. | Worried friends alerted coastguards when his boat  

disappeared. | He should have alerted the authorities to the problem. | Since doctors  

first alerted the nation to the problems of smoking, the number of deaths due to  

cigarette-related lung cancer has climbed to 158,700 a year.tip sb off informalto  

secretly warn someone about something that is going to happen – used especially  

about warning the police about a crime:The police found the drugs after being tipped 

off by local residents.caution formalto warn someone to do or not to do something in  

order to avoid a dangerous or bad result:People are being cautioned against using  

credit cards abroad, in case of fraud. | Health officials have cautioned the 

public to wash fruit thoroughly before eating it.forewarn /fɔːˈwɔːn $  
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fɔːrˈwɔːrn/ formalto warn someone about something that is going to happen, so that  

you are expecting it or ready for it:We had been forewarned that the roads weren’t  

very good.  

warning /ˈwɔːnɪŋ $ ˈwɔːrn-/ noun  something that tells you something bad or 

dangerous might happen so you can be ready for itADJECTIVESadvance/prior 
warning (=before something happens) Workers were given no advance warning that 

the factory was going to close.fair warning (=enough to be reasonable) He was 
given fair warning that such behaviour would not be tolerated.a stern 
warning (=serious and strict) I got a stern warning against giving false information to 

the police.a stark warning (=unpleasantly clear) Cigarette packets carry the stark 
warning ‘Smoking kills’.NOUNS + warninga health warning (=a warning that 
something is bad for your health) All tobacco products must carry a health warning.a 

flood/gale/tornado/typhoon etc warning A flood warning has been issued for 
those who live near the river.VERBSgive a warning His manager gave him 
a warning that if he was late again he would lose his job.issue a warning (=officially 

warn people) Police have issued a warning about the threat of 
terrorism.deliver/sound a warning (=mention something in an official speech or 
statement, which is intended to warn people about something) The 

minister sounded a warning about the country’s economic situation.listen to a 
warning also heed a warning formal (=take notice of it) Drivers failed to heed 
warnings about fog.ignore a warning He had ignored their warning to stay in the 

car.carry a warning (=have a warning printed on it) By law, cigarette 
packets carry a warning about the dangers of smoking.be a warning also serve as a 
warning formal The judge said the long sentence should serve as a warning to 

others.a warning comes The warning came too late.warning + NOUNSa warning 
sign/signal (=something that shows you that something bad could happen) Don’t 
ignore the warning signs of stress.a warning light Red warning lights were flashing.a 

warning label All packs of cigarettes now carry a warning label.a warning 
shot Troops fired warning shots over the heads of demonstrators.a warning 
look/glance/gesture My boss gave me a warning look. | He put his finger to his lips 

in a warning gesture.PREPOSITIONSa warning about/of sth They chose to 
ignore warnings about bad weather. | The news is full of warnings of an environmental 
disaster.without (any) warning The soldiers fired into the crowd without 

warning.PHRASESa word of warning (=used before telling someone to be careful 
about something) A word of warning: don’t use too much glue.an early warning 
system (=a system that warns people about something dangerous, a long time before 

it happens) An early warning system failed to prevent widespread damage by the 

tsunami.THESAURUS: warningcaution formalan official warning or a piece of  

advice telling you to be careful:Caution: do not install electrical equipment near or  

around water sources. | The video begins with a caution that you must do some warm-

up exercises first.tip-off informala warning that someone is about to do something,  

especially one given to the police about a crime:Police were called to the hotel after a  

tip-off.alerta warning to be ready for possible danger that may happen soon:If there is  

a fire alert, you should leave the building by the emergency exit. | Flood alerts have 

been issued for areas along the River Severn. | The ambulance services were on red  
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alert (=they were ready to take action immediately).caveat formala warning that  

something may not be completely true, effective etc. Also used when pointing out that  

it is important to remember something:The woman was offered treatment, but with the  

caveat that it had only a 30% chance of success. | One important caveat is that if you 

have a problem, you must take the goods back to the shop within 14 days.  

wash1 /wɒʃ $ wɒːʃ, wɑːʃ/ verb  to clean something with water and usually 

soapNOUNSwash the dishes (=wash all the plates, pans, spoons etc, especially after a 

meal) It’s my turn to wash the dishes.wash clothes/socks 
etc This shirt needs washing.wash your hair/hands/face/feet I wash my hair every 
other day.wash a car The car needs washing – it’s really dirty.wash the 

floor I washed the floor and cleaned the windows.wash vegetables/a lettuce 
etc The salad leaves are washed in spring water.PREPOSITIONS/ADVERBSwash off the 
dirt/mud/blood etc She had a shower to wash off the dirt.wash away the 

dirt/mud etc The rain had washed away all the mud.wash out the soap/blood/dirt 
etc He washed out the blood from his clothes.wash up BrE (=wash the plates, cups, 
spoons etc, especially after a meal) I’ll wash up.wash sth in cold/hot etc water It is 

better to wash the plates in hot water.wash sth thoroughly Make sure that 
you wash the vegetables thoroughly.PHRASESwash sth clean He scraped the mud off 

his boots and washed them clean under a tap.THESAURUS: washTO WASH 

SOMETHINGrinsehair | hands | mouth | clothes | cloth | plate | dish | glass | cup

 | vegetables | lettuceto wash something quickly by pouring water on it, in order to  

remove soap, shampoo, dirt etc:Rinse your hair thoroughly to get rid of the 

shampoo. | She rinsed her hands under the hot tap. | He quickly rinsed his  

dirty clothes in the sink. | Polly went into her little kitchen and rinsed out two 

glasses. | I rinsed off the soap. You use rinse out about using water to clean the  

inside of a cup, pan etc. do the dishes also do the washing-up BrEto wash all the 

plates, pans, spoons etc, especially after a meal:Sarah was in the kitchen doing the 

dishes. | You relax – I’ll do the washing-up.do the laundry also do the 

washing BrEto wash clothes:We usually do the laundry once week. | My mother did  

the washing on Saturday mornings.TO WASH YOURSELFhave a bath/shower BrE take 

a bath/shower AmEto wash your body in a bath or shower:She went home and took  

a shower.have a wash BrEto quickly wash yourself, especially your hands or face:I  

had a quick wash and changed into some clean clothes.freshen upto wash your face 

and hands so that you feel more comfortable, for example after you have been 

travelling or working:She hoped there would be time to freshen up before the 

interview.  

wash2 /wɒʃ $ wɒːʃ, wɑːʃ/ noun  1. if you give something a wash, you clean it 

using soap and waterADJECTIVESa good wash (=a thorough wash) His football socks 

always need a really good wash after a game.a quick wash I’ll just give my hair a 
quick wash before we go.VERBSgive sth a wash The car looks pretty dirty. I’ll give it a 
wash this morning.sth needs a wash also sth could do with a wash informal That 
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shirt needs a wash – it’s filthy! | I’ve been kneeling on the ground all morning, so my 

trousers could do with a wash.2. if you have a wash, you clean your face or 
bodyADJECTIVESa quick wash Have I got time for a quick wash?VERBShave a 

wash BrE Haven’t you had a wash this morning?get a wash I like to get a wash before 
dinner. 

wasp /wɒsp $ wɑːsp, wɒːsp/ noun  a thin black and yellow flying insect that can 

hurt youVERBSa wasp stings (=hurts you by sticking a sharp part of its body into your 

skin) Did you know that a wasp can sting you several times?a wasp 
flies Wasps were flying round our food.a wasp buzzes (=makes a continuous sound 
as it flies) The wasp kept buzzing round my head.wasp + NOUNSa wasp sting (=an 

injury caused when a wasp sticks a sharp part of its body into your skin) What’s the 
best treatment for a wasp sting? 

waste1 /weɪst/ verb  to use more of something than is useful or sensible, or not 

use something fullyNOUNSwaste time We wasted a lot of time arguing about who was 
to blame.waste two hours/ten minutes etc They wasted six weeks doing work that 
all had to be done again.waste money They wasted a lot of money on unnecessary 

things.waste energy/electricity/water Leaving lights switched on at night wastes 
energy. | During the long dry summer, people were told not to waste water.waste 
resources We should not waste our country’s natural resources.waste space How can 

I make use of the wasted space under the stairs?waste 
effort/energy Don’t waste your effort trying to make him change his mind.waste a 
chance/opportunity She wonders why they are wasting their chance to get an 

education.waste your life He felt that he had wasted his life instead of doing 
something useful.waste your talents He knew he was wasting his talents working in 
the shop, and tried to get a job as a journalist.PREPOSITIONSwaste sth on 

sth/sb Don’t waste your money on those stupid magazines! 

waste2 /weɪst/ noun  1. unwanted materials or substances that are left after you 

have used somethingADJECTIVEShousehold/domestic waste (=from 

homes) Newspapers and magazines make up 10% of household waste.industrial 
waste (=from factories) A lot of pollution is caused by industrial waste.agricultural 
waste (=from farms) Scientists are trying to develop fuels from agricultural 

waste.chemical waste There should be stricter controls over chemical 
waste.hazardous/toxic waste (=dangerous because it is poisonous) They were fined 
for illegal dumping of hazardous waste.nuclear/radioactive waste Radioactive 

waste must be safely transported.organic waste (=from plants, fruits, and 
vegetables) Organic waste can be used to make compost for your garden.human 
waste (=from people going to the toilet) The prison was full of the smell of human 

waste.VERBSrecycle waste How much of our household waste is recycled?get rid of 
waste also dispose of waste formal One way of disposing of waste is to burn it.dump 
waste They were fined for illegally dumping waste.create/produce waste This 

process produces a lot of waste.reduce/minimize waste We need to minimize 
waste and encourage recycling.burn waste also incinerate waste formal For many 
years, solid waste was incinerated.reprocess waste (=treat radioactive waste so that 

it can be used again) The plant reprocesses nuclear waste.waste 
contaminates/pollutes sth (=adds harmful substances to it) Waste from factories 
is contaminating our rivers.waste + NOUNSwaste disposal (=getting rid of 

waste) There are strict rules about hazardous waste disposal.waste 
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treatment (=making waste less harmful) The company was praised for its waste 

treatment programme.waste processing (=treating radioactive waste so it can be 
used again) They have been accused of not taking proper precautions at their waste 

processing plant.a waste product (=an unwanted substance which is produced as part 
of a process) Your kidneys separate water and waste products from the blood.waste 
paper (=paper that has been used and thrown away) We recycle all our waste paper.a 

waste pipe (=a pipe for carrying unwanted liquids from a machine) a washing 
machine waste pipe2. a failure to use something in an effective, useful, or sensible 
wayADJECTIVESa complete/total waste That was a complete waste of effort.a 

terrible waste It would be a terrible waste if you didn’t become a writer.a tragic 
waste (=used especially after someone young has died) Police described her death as 
“a tragic waste of a young life”.an unnecessary/needless waste The meeting was an 

unnecessary waste of time.VERBSbe a waste He is so talented it would be a waste if he 
didn’t join a band.go to waste (=not used and therefore wasted) Don’t let all this 
food go to waste.PHRASESa waste of money/time/effort/space etc She thinks 

make-up is a waste of money. 

watch1 /wɒtʃ $ wɑːtʃ, wɒːtʃ/ verb  to look at something for a period of 

timeNOUNSwatch television We watched television all evening.watch a film/a 

show/the news etc All the parents came to watch the school concert.watch a 
game/fight/race etc I’m going to watch the game on TV.watch 
football/tennis/cricket etc He likes watching baseball.ADVERBSwatch 

carefully Watch carefully. You might learn something.watch closely (=very 
carefully) I watched him closely to see what he would do next.watch 
intently/attentively formal (=with a lot of attention) Her father 

was watching her intently as she worked.watch anxiously/nervously His 
mother watched anxiously as he was put into the ambulance.watch 
helplessly (=without being able to do anything to stop a bad situation) He watched 

helplessly as Paula fell into the icy water.watch impassively (=without showing any 
emotion, especially when this is surprising) She watched impassively as the prisoner 
was brought into the courtroom.PREPOSITIONSwatch sth on TV/television/the 

internet We watched the game on TV. | Most parents don’t know what their kids 
are watching on TV.watch from sth Kate was watching from the window.watch for 
sth (=in order to see if something happens) The judges are always watching 

for mistakes. GrammarYou can watch sb do sth: I watched him get out of his  

car. or watch sb doing sth: I watched him getting out of his car. The only difference  

is that watch sb doing sth is used when emphasizing that the action continues to  

happen. PHRASEScan’t/couldn’t bear to watch sth (=you do not want to watch 

something, because it makes you feel very uncomfortable) Ruth could not bear to 
watch her parents arguing.sit/stand and watch (=watch and do nothing) Everyone 
just sat and watched me struggling.watch with interest/amusement/dismay 

etc Harriet watched him with interest.watch in horror/amazement/disbelief etc He 

watched in horror as the house burnt down.THESAURUS: watchkeep an eye on 

sb/sthto watch someone or something carefully so that you are prepared if anything  

bad happens:The doctors are keeping a careful eye on her. | Can you keep an eye on 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [2387] 

my bag for me? | Keep an eye on house prices before you decide to sell.observeto  

watch someone or something carefully in order to learn more about them:A 24-hour  

camera is being used to observe the birds’ behaviour. | During your teacher training  

you will be encouraged to observe 

lessons.monitorprogress | performance | situation | activities | behaviourto  

watch something carefully to see how it changes over a period of time:Class teachers  

are responsible for monitoring the progress of each student. | Economists are closely 

monitoring the situation.spy on sbto watch someone secretly in order to find out  

what they are doing:He hired a private detective to spy on her. | In the 1960s,  

government agencies were spying on everybody.SOMEONE WHO WATCHES 

SOMETHINGspectatorsomeone who watches an event, especially a sports event:There 

were 4,500 spectators at the game. | a crowd of spectatorsviewersomeone who 

watches television:Millions of television viewers listened to the president’s  

speech. | The programme is intended for younger viewers.audiencethe people who 

watch a play or performance, or the people who watch a particular television  

programme:The audience roared with laughter and clapped. | The 

show attracted a television audience of seven million (=seven million people watched 

the show).onlookersomeone who watches something happening without being  

involved in it, especially in the street:A man was standing on the roof, watched by 

a crowd of onlookers below.observersomeone who watches and pays attention to  

particular situations and events, because they are interested in them, or it is their  

job:She was a shrewd observer of human nature (=someone who is very good at  

noticing things about people and situations). | Some political observers in Washington  

think that the president could lose the election. | The United Nations has sent military  

observers to the Sudan.  

watch2 /wɒtʃ $ wɑːtʃ, wɒːtʃ/ noun  1. a small clock that you usually wear on your 

wristVERBS + watchwear a watch He was wearing a gold watch.look at/check your 

watch also consult your watch formal I looked at my watch. It was 
4.30. | He checked his watch and saw that it was only 2.15.glance at your 
watch (=look at it quickly) “I must go,” he said, glancing at his watch.set your 

watch (=make it show the correct time) She set her watch and put it on her 
wrist.put/set your watch forward (=make it show a later time) The passengers were 
reminded to put their watches forward three hours.put/set your watch back (=make 

it show an earlier time) On Saturday night, don’t forget to put your watch back an 
hour.put on a watch I forgot to put my watch on this morning.take off a 
watch Take your watch off before you get in the pool.wind (up) a watch (=turn a 

small wheel on it several times, to make it start working) These days, 
most watches don’t need winding up.watch + VERBSa watch says... My watch 
says twenty past one.a watch stops Her watch had stopped after getting wet in the 

sea.a watch ticks (=makes short regular sounds as the seconds pass) It was so quiet 
you could hear her watch ticking.ADJECTIVESa watch is fast (=it shows a later time 
than the real time) No, it’s only 12.15 – your watch must be fast.a watch is slow (=it 
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shows an earlier time than the real time) My watch is three minutes slow.a digital 

watch (=that gives the time in numbers) I think digital watches are easier to see.a 
pocket watch (=one that is designed to be carried in your pocket) In those days, the 

men carried pocket watches.a fob watch (=one that people, especially nurses, attach 
to their clothes) She looked at the fob watch on her 

apron. Wristwatch and stopwatch are written as one word. 2. the act of watching 

someone or something carefullyADJECTIVES/NOUNS + watcha close watch We are 
keeping a close watch on the situation.a careful watch It is important to keep 
a careful watch on students’ progress.a constant watch (=all the time) My father kept 

a constant watch on the road ahead while I was driving.a 24-hour/round-the-clock 
watch (=all day and night) Police officers are keeping a 24-hour watch on his 
home.neighbourhood watch BrE neighborhood watch AmE (=a system in which 

neighbours watch each other’s houses to prevent crime) Since the neighbourhood 
watch scheme started, there have been fewer burglaries.VERBSkeep/maintain a 
watch on sb/sth The police kept a careful watch on the soccer fans.stand 

watch (=watch something carefully in order to protect it) Armed guards stand 
watch outside his room.PREPOSITIONSwatch on sb/sth Keep a watch on how much 
your daughter eats.watch over sb/sth They never relaxed their constant watch 

over the prisoners.watch for sb/sth They kept a careful watch for any signs of the 
enemy.on watch (=watching something carefully because it is your period of time to 
do it as part of your job) Who’s on watch tonight?PHRASESbe on the watch for 

sth (=be looking and waiting for something, especially to avoid trouble or 
danger) Visitors are advised to be on the watch for anything suspicious. 

water /ˈwɔːtə $ ˈwɒːtər, ˈwɑː-/ noun  the clear liquid that falls as rain and can be 

used for drinking, washing etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS + waterdrinking water (=water that 
you can drink safely) There is no source of drinking water on the island.tap 
water (=water that comes out of a tap) The tap water is not safe to drink.running 

water (=water that comes out of a system of pipes in a building) Only half the city’s 
houses had running water.fresh water (=water in lakes, rivers etc that does not 
contain salt) This bird is usually found near fresh water.salt water (=sea water, or 

water to which salt has been added) The waves splashed his face with salt 
water.deep/shallow water The plant grows in shallow water in pools and ponds.clear 
water They walked along the beach and swam in the clear blue water.clean 

water Millions of people do not have access to clean drinking water.dirty water She 
poured the dirty water down the drain.contaminated/polluted water (=that has 
harmful substances in it) They became ill from drinking contaminated 

water.hot/boiling water The tiny house had no heating or hot water.cold/freezing 
water He dived into the freezing water to save the child.lukewarm/tepid 

water (=only slightly warm) Stir the yeast into lukewarm water.bottled 
water (=water to drink that you buy in bottles) Sales of bottled water go up in the 
summer.mineral/spring water (=water that comes naturally out of the ground, 

usually sold in bottles) This mineral water comes from the Scottish 
mountains.sparkling/fizzy water (=bottled water with bubbles in it) You can 
mix sparkling water with fruit juice to make a refreshing drink.hard/soft 

water (=containing a lot of calcium, or not much calcium) Hard water is formed as 
rainwater passes down through layers of limestone.soapy water Wash your hands with 
hot soapy water.water + NOUNSthe water supply A dam was built to improve the 
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water supply.the water level People who live near the river are worried that the water 

level is still rising.a water shortage There is a severe water shortage in many parts of 
the country.VERBSboil/heat water He was boiling some water to make tea.water 

flows We watched the water flow under the bridge.water runs I let the cool water 
run down my back.water drips Water dripped from his coat onto the floor.water 
leaks Water had leaked into the cellar.water evaporates (=changes into a gas) Most 

of the water in the pond had evaporated and there was hardly any left.PHRASESa glass 
of water She poured herself a glass of water.a drink of water He asked for a drink of 
water.a drop of water I drink the last few drops of water from my flask.a 

pool/puddle of water There were pools of water on the ground.a bucket of water I 
went to get a bucket of water and a scrubbing brush. 

waterfall /ˈwɔːtəfɔːl $ ˈwɒːtərfɒːl, ˈwɑː-/ noun  a place where a river falls down 

over a cliffADJECTIVESa spectacular/magnificent waterfall Thousands of people 

visit this spectacular waterfall every year.VERBSa waterfall 
plunges/cascades formal (=the water goes very quickly downwards) A great waterfall 
plunges down the hillside.a waterfall thunders formal (=makes a very loud noise) At 

this point, the waterfall thunders over huge rocks.form/create a waterfall As the 
land drops away, the river forms a dramatic waterfall. 

wave1 /weɪv/ noun  1. a line of raised water that moves across the surface of the 

seaADJECTIVES/NOUNS + wavea big/great wave The storm sent great waves crashing 
into the cliffs.a tidal wave (=a very large wave that flows over the land and destroys 
things) The winds and a tidal wave killed 45 people.a tsunami wave (=a very large 

wave, usually caused by an earthquake, that causes a lot of damage when it reaches 
land) A tsunami wave hit Japan, destroying whole towns.VERBSwaves break (=fall 
onto the land or a boat) We watched the waves breaking on the shore.waves 

crash (=fall noisily) Huge waves crashed down on us.waves lap (=hit something 
gently) He could hear the sound of waves lapping against the boat.waves pound (=hit 
something hard) The waves pounded the rocks.waves roll in (=move continuously 

towards the shore) You can sit on the cliffs and watch the waves roll in.sink/vanish 
beneath the waves The ship sank beneath the waves.wave + NOUNSwave 
energy/power (=electricity from the movement of waves) Wave energy can then be 

converted into electricity.PHRASESthe crest of a wave (=the top of the wave where it 
begins to fall) He had a photograph of a surfer riding on the crest of a wave.on the 

ocean waves (=on the ocean) They spent a week on the ocean waves on a cruise 
ship.2. a side-to-side movement of your handADJECTIVESa quick wave A quick 
wave and then she was gone.a little wave He gave a little wave before he drove off.a 

friendly wave He ignored her friendly wave and carried on walking.a dismissive 
wave (=showing you are not interested) “I’ll look at it later,” she said, with 
a dismissive wave.VERBSgive (sb) a wave I looked across and gave them 

a wave.PREPOSITIONSwith a wave “Bye Sally,” called Alice, with a wave.PHRASESa 
wave of the hand He interrupted her with an impatient wave of the hand.3. a sudden 
increase in a particular type of behaviour, activity, or feelingNOUNS + wavea crime 

wave (=a sudden increase in crime) Police are trying to deal with a crime wave that 
has swept the city.a heat wave (=a period of unusually hot weather) California is in 
the middle of a heat wave.ADJECTIVESa great wave of sth She felt a great wave of 

love and affection for him.a sudden wave Peter felt a sudden wave of pain.a fresh 
wave of sth (=another wave) A fresh wave of fighting erupted in the region 
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yesterday.the current/present wave of sth The current wave of strikes began in 

November.VERBSa wave hits sb/sth He was hit by a wave of nausea every time he 
tried to stand up.feel a wave of sth For a second Maggie felt a wave of fear.a wave 

engulfs sb/sth (=it affects them very strongly) The city was engulfed by a 
fresh wave of violence.a wave sweeps sth (=it affects the whole of something) It is 
the latest in a wave of job cuts that is sweeping the industry.a wave sweeps/washes 

over sb (=someone suddenly experiences a feeling or emotion) A sudden wave of 
joy swept over her.spark/trigger a wave of sth (=cause it) The price 
increases sparked a wave of complaints from customers.send a wave of sth 

somewhere His kisses sent waves of pleasure through her body.PREPOSITIONSa wave 
of sth The incident triggered a wave of violence.in waves The pain came in waves.on 
a wave of sth Yeltsin came to power on a wave of anti-communist feeling. 

wave2 /weɪv/ verb  1. to move your hand from side to side to say hello or make 

someone notice youNOUNSwave your arms/hands Excited fans 
were waving their arms in the air.ADVERBSwave frantically/wildly/madly (=with 
quick movements, especially to get someone’s attention) We waved frantically to get 

the police officer’s attention.wave cheerfully/happily Crowds of people waved 
happily as the princess drove past.wave sb on/through (=move your hand to show 

them they can continue going somewhere) A soldier opened the gate 
and waved us through.wave sb in (=move your hand to show them they can enter a 
place) The doorman stood aside and waved them in.PREPOSITIONSwave at/to sb The 

singer waved at the crowd.PHRASESwave goodbye to sb At the station, people 
were waving goodbye to each other.turn to wave also turn and wave The 
king turned to wave before climbing onto the plane.2. to hold something in your hand 

and move it from side to sideNOUNSwave a flag/banner The president’s supporters 
cheered and waved flags.wave a gun Armed men ran through the streets shouting 
and waving their guns at terrified people.wave a piece of paper He burst into my 

office waving a piece of paper excitedly. 

way /weɪ/ noun  1. a method for doing or achieving something GrammarYou  

can say a way to do something or a way of doing something. ADJECTIVESthe 

right/wrong way He showed me the right way to hold the racket. | There is a right 
way and a wrong way to do it.a good way Running is a good way of keeping fit.the 

best way What’s the best way to learn a language?a different way There are 
many different ways of borrowing money.a new/fresh way Companies are constantly 
thinking of new ways to improve their products.an innovative way (=new, different, 

and better than those used before) We have lots of ideas on innovative ways to 
decorate your home.a quick way Looking on the internet is usually the quickest way to 
find information.an effective/sure way (=certain to be successful) Improving your 

diet is the most effective way to lower your risk of heart disease.the only way The 
only way is to tell him what he is doing wrong.an easy way I know an easy way to 
make bread.the hard way (=the most difficult way) I learned the hard way – there are 

many easier ways of doing it.a roundabout way (=not direct, or not simple) It was 
a roundabout way of asking us to leave.VERBShave a way Companies have lots of 
ways of finding out information about people. | Do you have any way of finding out if 

that is true?think of/come up with a way I’ve thought of a good way of making 
money.find/discover a way We must find a better way of dealing with the 
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problem.look at/explore ways The government is looking at new ways of 

encouraging reading.change the way Recently we have changed the way we organize 
our accounts.improve the way They want to improve the way in which patients are 

treated.transform/revolutionize the way (=change it completely) Einstein’s 
discovery transformed the way we think about space and time.PREPOSITIONSa way of 
doing sth I wish there was a way of making him stop crying.in a way Animals 

communicate in various ways. | Make the drink with boiling water in the same way as 
tea.a way around sth (=a way of avoiding or dealing with a problem) Can you think of 
a way around the problem?a way out of sth (=a way of getting out of a bad 

situation) There seems to be no way out of the current economic crisis.a way into 
sth Many European companies are eager to find a way into business in 
Europe.PHRASESthere is a way Actually, there is a way you can help.there is no 

way (=used when speaking very firmly and definitely) There’s no way of knowing if the 
treatment will work.there are ways and means (=there are different ways of doing 
something, especially ones that most people do not know about) There are ways and 

means of raising the money that we need.THESAURUS: waymethoda way of  

doing something, especially one that a lot of people know about and use:They still  

use traditional methods of farming. | modern teaching methods | I think we should try  

again using a different method.approacha general way of dealing with a particular  

problem or situation, especially a way that has been carefully thought about:We need a  

whole new approach to environmental issues. | There will be considerable advantages  

to adopting this approach.techniquea way of doing something for which you need a  

skill that must be learned and practised:There are many different techniques  

for improving staff performance. | I went to a class to learn relaxation  

techniques. | new surgical techniquesstrategya carefully planned way to achieve 

something difficult or complicated that may take a long time:They met to discuss the 

company’s business strategy. | the government’s long-term strategy for reducing  

crime2. a road, path, direction etc to a placeADJECTIVESthe quickest way She told 

us the quickest way to the hospital.the shortest way The shortest way is to go across 

the field.the right way Are you sure this is the right way?the wrong way I think 
we’ve gone the wrong way.the other way (=from the opposite direction) A big truck 
was coming the other way.this/that way (=used when showing someone the direction 

to go somewhere) The conference room is that way.both ways (=left and 
right) Look both ways before you cross the road.VERBSgo this way/that way/the 
wrong way etc You go that way and I’ll go this way. | You’re going completely the 

wrong way.ask sb the way He asked me the way to the police station.tell sb the 
way Can you tell me the way to the nearest post office, please?show sb the way If 
you can show me the way, I’ll take you by car.know the way Does anyone know the 

way from here?lose your way (=become lost) He lost his way in the fog.find your 
way (=discover the right way to get somewhere) I managed to find my way home.go 
sb’s way (=go in the same general direction as them) If you’re going my way, can you 

give me a lift?ADVERBSthe way in She looked all around the building, but couldn’t find 
the way in.the way out Which is the way out?the way back Can you find your way 
back to the car park?the way home I’m sure this isn’t the way 

home.PREPOSITIONSthe way to sth Could you tell me the way to the 
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station?PHRASESon my/her etc way (=while you are going somewhere) I can get 

some milk on my way home.all the way (=all the time while you are going 

somewhere) There are speed restrictions all the way to London.THESAURUS: 

waywaythe road, path, direction etc that you must take in order to get to a place:Are 

you sure this is the right way to the beach? | Will you come with me? I don’t know the 

way.routea way from one place to another that people use regularly or that is shown 

on a map:There are two routes we could take but this is the quickest one. | The Silk  

Road was the name given to the overland trade route between China and 

Europe.directionsinstructions on how to get to a place:Let’s stop and ask someone for  

directions. | If you follow these directions you’ll have no problem finding the 

house.short cuta way of getting somewhere that is shorter than the usual  

way:Let’s take a short cut across the field. | Taxi-drivers know all the short cuts.how 

to get to... especially spokenused especially when you ask someone to tell you which  

is the right way:Can you tell me how to get to Grand Central Station? | It was getting  

dark and I wasn’t sure how to get home.3. distanceADJECTIVESa long way I was 

feeling tired because I had walked a long way.a short/little way The house is just a 
little way up the track. | A short way down, on the right-hand side, is a 

church.PREPOSITIONSa long/little/short way from sth I was a long way 
from home.PHRASESall the way from/to sth (=used when you are talking about a 
long distance) Hank has come all the way from the US.quite a way (=a fairly long 

distance) It’s quite a way to the beach – you’ll have to get a bus.a long way 
away/off (=far away from somewhere) Bombs exploded a long way away. 

weak /wiːk/ adjective  1. not physically strong – used especially when someone 

is unhealthy or cannot lift somethingNOUNSa weak heart/chest/stomach etc My 
brother had a weak heart and he died very young.weak arms/legs/back 
etc Her legs were weak and she could only walk with difficulty.a weak voice “Can I 

have some water?” he said in a weak voice.VERBSfeel weak He suddenly felt weak and 
asked if he could sit down.PREPOSITIONSweak from sth She was weak from lack of 
sleep.weak with hunger/exhaustion The animal was weak with hunger.PHRASEStoo 

weak to do sth My aunt was too weak to leave her bed.THESAURUS: 

weakfrailman | woman | lady | body | arms | healthweak and thin, especially  

because you are old:She was a small frail old lady in her late seventies. | She decided 

Daniel's frail body would not be able to withstand the operation. | My grandparents  

were unable to travel because of their frail health.shakyvoice | handweak and 

unsteady, especially because you are ill or nervous:“I’m okay,” she said in a shaky 

voice. | He held out a shaky hand. | I still feel a little shaky after the 

operation.delicatechild | woman | constitutionweak and becoming ill easily:Hilary  

was rather a delicate child, and her parents were always worried that she would catch  

cold. | She had rather a delicate constitution (=her body was weak and she became ill  

easily).feebleattempt | effort | voicevery weak, especially because you are very  

tired, ill, old, or young:He made a feeble attempt to push the plate away. | She made 
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a feeble effort to move her leg. | “Can someone help me?” said a rather feeble  

voice behind me. | For a week she was too feeble to get out of  

bed.puny /ˈpjuːni/ disapprovingkid | boy | man | arms | appearancesmall, thin, and 

weak-looking. Puny sounds rather informal:He was a puny kid who was often bullied  

at school.infirm formalweak or ill for a long time, especially because you are old:The 

home is for people who are elderly and infirm. Infirm is often used as a  

noun: Everyone had to join the army, except the old and the  

infirm. ANTONYMS → strong (1)2. not having any power or influence, or not 

successfulNOUNSa weak leader/ruler/king His opponents claim that he is a weak 
leader who cannot make his own decisions.a weak government The government is 

weak and relies heavily on the US for support.weak management The company’s 
problems are mainly caused by weak management.a weak 
economy The economy was weak and inflation was too high.sb’s/sth’s weak 

point (=the thing that is likely to make someone or something likely to fail) His weak 
point is lack of experience.ADVERBSfinancially/economically/politically/militarily 
weak The war left Britain economically weak.inherently weak (=used when the basic 

character of something is weak) The country’s political system is inherently weak and 
unstable.PHRASESbe in a weak position The unions are in a 
weak negotiating position.weak and ineffective/indecisive Under his leadership, the 
government looked weak and ineffective.ANTONYMS → strong (4)3. not strong enough 

to be effective or believableNOUNSa weak 
argument/excuse Their arguments seem weak and unconvincing.weak 

evidence The judge decided the evidence was too weak for a successful prosecution.a 
weak joke He was always making weak jokes about women drivers.a weak plot The 

film is let down by a weak plot and some awful acting.THESAURUS: 

weakfeebleattempt | effort | excuse | justification | argumentvery weak:I  

ignored his feeble attempts at humour. | The government says it needs to save money,  

but this seems a feeble excuse. | The newspaper hid behind the feeble argument that  

they were only reflecting the views of ordinary people.lameexcusea lame excuse is  

very weak and not at all believable:He came up with some lame excuse about missing  

his train.patheticattempt | excuseextremely weak – used when you strongly  

disapprove of what someone says or does and have no respect for them:This is just  

a pathetic attempt to twist the facts. | He made some pathetic excuse about forgetting  

to call her.4. not strong and likely to breakNOUNSa weak material Silicon is normally 

quite a weak material.PHRASESsth is too weak to support sth The branch was too 

weak his weight.THESAURUS: weak→ fragileANTONYMS → strong (2)5. not 

brightTHESAURUS: weak→ dim 

weaken /ˈwiːkən/ verb  to make someone or something 

weaker GrammarOften passive. ADVERBSseriously/severely weaken The economy 

was seriously weakened by the war.greatly/considerably/significantly weaken 
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sth The power of the president was considerably weakened.further weaken 

sth (=even more) Many industries had been further weakened by the world 
recession.fatally/gravely weaken (=in a way that makes someone or something 

certain to fail) The arms scandal had fatally weakened his leadership.already 
weakened His body was already weakened by his illness. | The country was already 
weakened by years of civil war.NOUNSweaken sb’s position The stories in the press 

weakened his position as leader.weaken sb’s power/authority/influence The power 
of the courts has been considerably weakened.weaken sb’s resolve (=make someone 
less determined) Nothing will weaken our resolve to deal with the current economic 

crisis. 

weakness /ˈwiːknəs, ˈwiːknɪs/ noun  a problem or fault that someone or 

something hasADJECTIVESa major/serious/fundamental weakness There was a 
major weakness in the design of the plane.main/biggest/greatest weakness The 

novel’s greatest weakness is that it doesn’t have a proper ending.human 
weakness Greed is a common human weakness.a glaring weakness (=a very 
obvious weakness) There is a glaring weakness in this argument.a fatal 

weakness (=which makes something certain to fail) There was one fatal weakness in 
the plan – they did not have enough money.a possible/potential weakness The lack 

of a strong leader is one potential weakness.an inherent weakness formal (=one that 
is part of the way in which something has been designed or organized) There are 
some inherent weaknesses in the current system.an apparent/perceived 

weakness (=which seems to exist) There was no sign of any apparent weakness in the 
other team.VERBShave a weakness If she has one weakness, it is her lack of 
patience.find/discover/identify a weakness Experts 

have identified several weaknesses in the structure of the 
building.highlight/expose/reveal a weakness (=show that it exists) The 
report highlights a number of weaknesses in the running of the 

school.admit/acknowledge/recognise a weakness (=accept that it exists) Once 
you have admitted the weakness, you can begin to deal with it.overcome/address a 
weakness (=succeed in spite of it) They overcame several weaknesses in their squad 

to win the championship.exploit a weakness (=get an advantage from it) Don’t give 
your opponent a chance to exploit your weaknesses.a weakness lies in sth Her 
main weakness lies in her lack of experience.PREPOSITIONSa weakness in sth There 

were some obvious weaknesses in the proposal.PHRASESstrengths and 
weaknesses (=good and bad aspects) A good politician will understand his 
own strengths and weaknesses.a sign of weakness His political enemies were 

watching closely for any sign of weakness 

wealth /welθ/ noun  a large amount of money or 

possessionsADJECTIVESgreat/vast/huge/enormous wealth also untold 

wealth formal The kings used their vast wealth to build enormous 
palaces.personal/private wealth He is a man of great private wealth.national 
wealth (=owned by a country) As national wealth increased, people felt more confident 

about the future.material wealth (=money and valuable things that you own) The 
people are not rich in material wealth but they are extremely happy.natural 
wealth (=oil, coal, wood, and other things that a country has) The country’s natural 

wealth includes natural gas and minerals.conspicuous/ostentatious 
wealth disapproving formal (=that is shown deliberately to other people, to make them 
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envious) People criticize Western society for its conspicuous wealth.VERBSacquire 

wealth (=get wealth) There is nothing wrong with acquiring wealth – it’s what you do 
with it that matters.inherit wealth (=get it from someone who dies) He inherited all 

his wealth from his grandfather.accumulate/amass wealth (=get a lot of wealth) A 
successful businessman, he amassed enormous wealth.create/generate/produce 
wealth (=do or make things that earn money) Poor countries need governments with 

policies that generate wealth.flaunt your wealth disapproving (=show it to other 
people so that they can see how rich you are) We dislike rich people who flaunt their 
wealth.wealth + NOUNSwealth creation (=doing or making things that earn 

money) The purpose of the economy is wealth creation.PHRASESthe distribution of 
wealth Society would be more equal if there was a fairer distribution of wealth. 

wealthy /ˈwelθi/ adjective  THESAURUS > rich (1) 

weapon /ˈwepən/ noun  a knife, bomb, gun etcADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ weaponnuclear/atomic weapons The country is thought to be developing nuclear 
weapons.conventional weapons (=not nuclear) The aircraft are designed to carry 
either nuclear or conventional weapons.chemical weapons (=using chemicals such as 

poisonous gases, or dangerous germs) Troops may have been exposed to chemical 
weapons.biological weapons (=using dangerous germs) He believes they were 
planning a biological weapons attack using anthrax.an offensive weapon (=one that 

can be used to attack someone illegally) He was charged with carrying an offensive 
weapon.a lethal/deadly weapon (=that can kill) A knife is a lethal weapon.the 
murder weapon (=the weapon used to kill someone) Police found a knife at the scene 

that is believed to be the murder weapon.an automatic weapon (=one that can fire a 
lot of bullets very quickly) The shots were fired from an automatic weapon.VERBSfire a 
weapon (=shoot a gun or missile) Police were told not to fire their weapons.be armed 

with/carry a weapon The suspect is believed to be carrying a weapon.use a 
weapon He says he used the weapon in self defence.use sth as a weapon (=use it to 
harm someone or something) The government was trying 

to use starvation as a weapon against its own people.brandish/wield a 
weapon formal (=wave it around in a threatening way) The police say the man 
was brandishing a weapon and that they had no choice but to shoot him.weapon + 

NOUNSa weapons system The plane has a highly advanced weapons system.a 
weapons inspection (=a check to see what weapons a country has) The government 

has agreed to allow UN weapons inspections in the country.a weapons 
inspector (=someone who checks to see what weapons a country has) Weapons 
inspectors carried out inspections on two unnamed sites.PHRASESweapons of mass 

destruction (=weapons intended to kill a lot of people and cause a lot of 
damage) They wrongly believed Iraq had weapons of mass destruction. 

wear1 /weə $ wer/ verb  to have something such as clothes, shoes, or jewellery 

on your bodyNOUNSwear clothes/jeans/a shirt/a dress etc What kind of clothes 

was he wearing? | You should wear warm clothes. | I like to wear comfortable 
shoes.wear a tie I have to wear a tie for work.wear a uniform A man wearing a 
police uniform approached the car.wear glasses/contact lenses I didn’t know 

you wore glasses.wear a watch/a ring/jewellery etc We’re not allowed to wear 
jewellery at school.wear make-up/lipstick/perfume She always wears a lot of 
make-up.wear black/red/green etc (=black, red etc clothes) He often wears 

blue.wear silk/cotton/wool etc (=clothes made of silk, cotton etc) She never wears 
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leather.wear heels (=wear shoes with high heels) I don’t like wearing heels for work, 

as I’m standing up all day.PREPOSITIONSwear sth for/to sth What are you wearing 
for the wedding? | They wear a grey uniform to school.PHRASESwhat to wear I can’t 

decide what to wear.something to wear She looked in the wardrobe for something to 
wear.have nothing to wear I’ve nothing to wear – can I borrow your black 
dress?comfortable/uncomfortable to wear Make sure you choose shoes that 

are comfortable to wear. 

wear2 /weə $ wer/ noun  1. a particular type of clothes GrammarDon’t  

use wear on its own to refer to clothes. Wear is always used with a noun or adjective  

before it. ADJECTIVES/NOUNS + wearevening wear (=for formal events in the 

evening) The band were dressed in evening wear.casual/everyday wear (=not 

formal) We sell stylish casual wear for men and women.designer wear (=made by 
well-known and fashionable designers) I can’t afford designer wear.maternity 
wear (=for pregnant women) The shop sells maternity wear.bridal wear (=wedding 

dresses etc) Bridal wear can be very 

expensive. Menswear, womenswear, childrenswear, sportswear,  

and leisurewear are written as one word. THESAURUS: 

wear→ clothes2. damage caused by being used over a period of timeVERBSshow 

wear The hotel is beginning to show some wear.cause wear Braking 
suddenly causes a lot of wear on your tyres.reduce wear The toes of the shoes have 
metal caps to reduce wear.minimize wear Oil minimizes wear on the 

machine.prevent wear To prevent wear, cover the sofa with a 
rug.ADJECTIVESexcessive wear Heavy trucks are causing excessive wear on the 
road.NOUNS + wearengine/tyre wear There were no obvious signs of engine 

wear.PHRASESwear on sth The sweater had some wear on the elbows.PHRASESsigns 
of wear Replace your running shoes when they start to show signs of wear.wear and 
tear (=damage over a period of time during the normal use of something) Check the 

equipment for wear and tear.3. the amount of use something has 
hadADJECTIVESheavy/hard wear (=a lot) The stairs and kitchen are areas of the 
home where there is heavy wear.PREPOSITIONSwith wear (=because of wear) Some 

fabrics go shiny with wear.PHRASESa lot of wear also a great deal of wear They are 
good suits, but they get a lot of wear.get a lot of wear out of sth (=wear a piece of 
clothing a lot) I got a lot of wear out of these boots.sth can take/withstand a lot of 

wear (=it can be used a lot without being damaged) This type of sofa can take a lot 
of wear.months/years/centuries etc of wear The carpet still looks as good as new 

after years of wear. 

weather /ˈweðə $ -ər/ noun  the temperature and other conditions such as sun, 

rain, and windADJECTIVES/NOUNS + weathergood/nice/lovely weather We had good 
weather all week. | Nice weather today, isn’t it?glorious/beautiful/perfect 

weather It was glorious weather, so we decided to go for a picnic.bad/poor 
weather Several flights were cancelled owing 
to bad weather.awful/dreadful/terrible/atrocious weather We came home early 

because of the awful weather.hot/cold weather The weather was cold and 
grey. | Drink lots of water in hot weather.fine/sunny/fair/dry weather If the 
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weather is fine, we’ll eat outside. | Water pot plants daily during spells 

of dry weather.wet/rainy/damp weather I’m fed up with all this wet weather.mild 
weather (=not too cold or rainy) The weather is usually fairly mild in October.severe 

weather (=very bad) The ship sank in severe 
weather.windy/stormy/snowy/cloudy weather The windy weather is causing 
problems for drivers.wintry weather (=cold, often with snow) We stayed indoors 

because of the wintry weather.winter/summer etc weather People are outside 
enjoying the beautiful summer weather.VERBS + weatherhave good/bad etc 
weather We had lovely weather all week.enjoy the weather People were out 

enjoying the sunny weather.weather + VERBSthe weather 
improves/deteriorates (=it gets better or worse) I hope the weather will improve 
soon.the weather turns colder/warmer/sunny/humid etc (=it becomes colder 

etc) The weather usually begins to turn warmer at the beginning of May.the weather 
holds (out) (=good weather continues) Let’s hope the weather holds till the end of the 
week.the weather breaks (=stops being good) We got almost all the harvest in 

before the weather broke.weather + NOUNSthe weather forecast (=a description of 
what the weather is expected to be like in the near future) What’s the weather 
forecast like for the weekend?a weather map (=a map showing the current or 

expected future weather) The weather map shows a band of rain coming in from the 
east.weather conditions (=whether it is raining or sunny) The rescue was difficult 
because of the appalling weather conditions.weather patterns (=the usual weather 

that comes at a particular time each year) Changes in weather patterns are thought to 
be caused by global warming.the weather centre BrE the weather bureau AmE (=a 
place where information about the weather is collected and where reports are 

produced) The London Weather Centre has issued a warning that there could be 
extremely heavy rain and high winds over the next 24 hours.a weather station (=a 
place used for studying and recording weather conditions) There are weather stations 

all over the country.PHRASESweather permitting (=if the weather is good 

enough) Breakfast is served on the terrace, weather permitting.THESAURUS: 

weatherclimatethe usual weather conditions in a particular country or  

area:Queensland has a warm tropical climate. | Britain has a relatively temperate  

climate (=not too severe). | He is not used to living in a cold climate. | Climate 

change will cause sea levels to rise. | The climate of southern Florida can be very  

hot.conditionsthe weather at a particular time, especially when considering how this  

will affect a planned event or activity:It’s important to check the weather  

conditions before you go hiking in the mountains. | Conditions are perfect for today’s  

boat race. | Freezing conditions are making the roads extremely hazardous.the 

outlookwhat the weather will probably be like for the next few days – used especially  

on weather forecasts:The outlook for the weekend is for continued sunny weather.the 

elements formalweather, especially bad weather:The equipment had been 

left exposed to the elements. | They had to battle the elements as they made their way 

down the hill.  

website /ˈwebsaɪt/ noun  a place on the internet where you can find information 

about somethingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + websitea good/useful website She showed 
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me a really useful website.an official website I looked at the organization’s official 

website.a news/travel/education etc website I found the hotel on a travel 
website.a company/store website It says on the company website that they are 

open till six o’clock.a school/college website Term dates are posted on the school 
website.a personal website (=that someone makes about themselves) Welcome to 
my personal website.a secure website (=one that is safe to use) How do you know if 

a website is secure?a price-comparison website (=for comparing the prices of 
different companies for insurance, energy etc) By checking price-comparison 
websites every year, you could save a lot of money.VERBShave a website The 

school has its own website.visit a website You can visit the university’s website to get 
more information.design/create a website Students learn how to design their 
own websites. | The pupils created a website on Henry VIII.put/post sth on a 

website She posted the photos on her website.launch a website (=make it available 
for people to use) The government has launched a website containing information on 
environmental issues.download sth from a website You can download the software 

from our website.upload sth to a website How do I upload photos to my 
website?navigate a website (=go from one part to another to find the information 
you want) The website is too difficult to navigate.update a website (=change it 

slightly so it contains the latest information) News websites are updated every few 
minutes.bookmark a website (=mark it so you can get to it easily again) If you’re 
looking for good local hiking trails, bookmark this website.a website contains 

sth The website contains a lot of useful information.PREPOSITIONSon a 
website There’s a photograph of Dan on his website.PHRASESa website 
gets/receives/has had ... hits (=used when saying how many people have visited 

it) We have already had 5,000 hits on our website.a link to a website He sent her 
a link to his website in an email. 

website /ˈwebsaɪt/ noun  a place on the internet where you can find information 

about somethingADJECTIVES/NOUNS + websitea good/useful website She showed 
me a really useful website.an official website I looked at the organization’s official 
website.a news/travel/education etc website I found the hotel on a travel 

website.a company/store website It says on the company website that they are 
open till six o’clock.a school/college website Term dates are posted on the school 
website.a personal website (=that someone makes about themselves) Welcome to 

my personal website.a secure website (=one that is safe to use) How do you know if 
a website is secure?a price-comparison website (=for comparing the prices of 
different companies for insurance, energy etc) By checking price-comparison 

websites every year, you could save a lot of money.VERBShave a website The 
school has its own website.visit a website You can visit the university’s website to get 
more information.design/create a website Students learn how to design their 

own websites. | The pupils created a website on Henry VIII.put/post sth on a 
website She posted the photos on her website.launch a website (=make it available 
for people to use) The government has launched a website containing information on 

environmental issues.download sth from a website You can download the software 
from our website.upload sth to a website How do I upload photos to my 
website?navigate a website (=go from one part to another to find the information 

you want) The website is too difficult to navigate.update a website (=change it 
slightly so it contains the latest information) News websites are updated every few 
minutes.bookmark a website (=mark it so you can get to it easily again) If you’re 
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looking for good local hiking trails, bookmark this website.a website contains 

sth The website contains a lot of useful information.PREPOSITIONSon a 
website There’s a photograph of Dan on his website.PHRASESa website 

gets/receives/has had ... hits (=used when saying how many people have visited 
it) We have already had 5,000 hits on our website.a link to a website He sent her 
a link to his website in an email. 

wedding /ˈwedɪŋ/ noun  a ceremony in which two people get 

marriedADJECTIVES/NOUNS + weddinga big/huge wedding (=with a lot of 
guests) The couple couldn’t afford a big wedding.a quiet wedding (=with not many 
guests) We had a quiet wedding, with just a few close friends and family.a white 

wedding (=a traditional wedding where the bride wears a white dress) She had always 
wanted a white wedding.a traditional wedding They had a traditional Indian 
wedding.a church wedding Her family wants her to have a church wedding.a registry 

office wedding BrE (=at a local government office, not in a church) They decided to 
have a registry office wedding.a civil wedding AmE (=a wedding that is not performed 
by a religious leader) Civil weddings are becoming more and more popular.VERBSgo to 

a wedding also attend a wedding formal I’m going to a wedding on 
Saturday. | About 100 people attended the wedding.come to the wedding She wrote 

to say she couldn’t come to the wedding.conduct a wedding formal (=perform the 
ceremony that marries two people) Their wedding was conducted by the local 
priest.organize a wedding My mother helped me organize our wedding.invite sb to a 

wedding She didn’t invite me to her wedding.a wedding takes place The wedding 
took place in Paris at the weekend.wedding + NOUNSsb’s wedding day She looked 
beautiful on her wedding day.the wedding ceremony Her uncle, a priest, conducted 

the wedding ceremony.the wedding service (=the ceremony in a church) It was a 
beautiful wedding service.the wedding reception (=the large formal meal or party 
after a wedding) There was lots of dancing at the wedding reception.a wedding 

dress Who designed the princess’s wedding dress?a wedding ring I noticed that the 
woman wasn’t wearing a wedding ring.a wedding cake The bride and groom cut 
the wedding cake.a wedding present/gift He gave them a painting as a wedding 

present.a wedding guest All the wedding guests laughed.a wedding invitation They 
had already sent out all the wedding invitations.a wedding photograph/picture I 
was looking at our old wedding photographs the other day.wedding vows (=the 

promises made by people who are getting married) The couple exchanged wedding 
vows.sb’s wedding night We spent our wedding night in a hotel.sb’s wedding 
anniversary (=the date on which they got married in a previous year) They celebrated 

their tenth wedding anniversary in May.PREPOSITIONSat a wedding I was a 

guest at their wedding.THESAURUS: weddingmarriagea wedding. Marriage is  

less common and more formal than wedding:Their marriage will take place in  

Westminster Abbey.receptiona large formal meal or party after a wedding:Where will  

you be having your reception? | There was a big reception in a posh 

hotel.honeymoona holiday taken by two people who have just got  

married:We’re going to Barbados for our honeymoon. | The couple have just got back  

from their honeymoon.  

week /wiːk/ noun  a period of seven days, usually measured in Britain from 

Monday to Sunday and in the US from Sunday to SaturdayADJECTIVES/NOUNS 
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+ weekthis week (=the present one) I can’t see you this week.last week (=the one 

before the present one) Last week, my washing machine broke down.next week (=the 
one after the present one) The wedding is next week.the previous week (=the week 

before) She was thinking about something that had happened the previous week.the 
following week (=the week after) She booked another appointment for the following 
week.the past week (=the past seven days approximately) Five soldiers have been 

killed in the past week.the coming weeks (=the next few weeks) We look forward to 
working with you in the coming weeks.a full/whole week I can’t believe we’ve been 
here a whole week already.a busy week I’ve had a very busy week.a quiet 

week (=not busy or eventful) This has been a fairly quiet week for the police.a 
good/bad week Did you have a good week?a working week BrE a 
workweek AmE (=the amount of time you spend working during a week) His 

typical working week is 55 hours.VERBSa week passes (by)/goes by As the weeks 
passed, he began to get better.spend a week I spent six weeks in Spain last 
summer.sth takes a week It will take many weeks to finish this job.PREPOSITIONSfor 

a week I’m going away for a week.in a week It’s too much work to 
do in one week.during the week (=Monday to Friday, but not weekends) We don’t go 
out much during the week.PHRASESthe beginning/end/middle of the week We get 

our wages at the end of every week.a day of the week Friday is our busiest day of the 
week.once/twice/three times etc a week She goes to yoga twice a week.week 
after week also week in, week out (=every week, for a long time) We keep 

practising the same dance steps week in, week out.a week from today also a week 
today BrE We’re going on holiday a week today.a week from tomorrow also a week 
tomorrow BrE Terry’s new job starts a week from tomorrow.a week on 

Tuesday/Friday/Sunday etc (=the Tuesday, Friday etc after the next one) Our next 
meeting is a week on Wednesday.for weeks (=for a lot of weeks) This situation 
continued for weeks. 

weekend /ˌwiːkˈend◂ ˈwiːkend $ ˈwiːkend/ noun  the period including Saturday 

and SundayADJECTIVES/NOUNS + weekendthis weekend (=the one closest to 
now) What are you doing this weekend?next weekend (=the one after this one) I’m 

going to Palm Springs next weekend.last weekend (=the one before this one) We 
were in Glasgow last weekend.the previous weekend (=the weekend before) The 
talks had been scheduled for the previous weekend.the following weekend (=the 

weekend after) They had originally planned to meet the following weekend.a long 
weekend (=Saturday, Sunday, and also Friday or Monday or both) We’re going to 
Paris for a long weekend.a holiday weekend (=a weekend that has days before or 

after it which are public holidays) The roads are always busy on the holiday weekend.a 
good/pleasant/wonderful weekend I hope you have a wonderful weekend.a busy 
weekend We have a busy weekend ahead of us.VERBShave a good/busy etc 

weekend I had a lovely weekend with my family.spend a 
weekend... We spent the weekend working on the garden. | She’s going to spend a 
weekend with friends in the country.weekend + NOUNSa weekend break BrE (=a 

holiday that lasts a weekend) She was looking forward to her weekend break in 
Prague.PREPOSITIONSat the weekend BrE on the weekend AmE We’re going 
camping at the weekend.at weekends I only see him at weekends.over the 

weekend (=during the weekend) I’ll think about it over the weekend. 
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weep /wiːp/ verb  to cry a lot – used especially in written 

descriptionsADVERBSweep bitterly (=cry a lot, because you are very unhappy) Helen 
wept bitterly when she found out that he had gone.weep quietly/softly/silently I 
heard a woman weeping quietly in another room.weep 

uncontrollably/hysterically The mother of the dead boy was weeping 
hysterically.weep openly (=without trying to hide your tears) People in the crowd 
wept openly when the princess’s death was announced.PREPOSITIONSweep for 

sb/sth She wept for her children.weep at/over sb/sth He was weeping over the 
death of his sister.PHRASESweep tears of joy/laughter/frustration etc His 
parents wept tears of joy when they heard the news.weep with 

happiness/joy/relief etc She wept with relief when she heard that he was 
safe.break down and weep (=become very upset and start crying) When he heard 
the victims’ stories, he broke down and wept.weep buckets informal (=cry a lot) I 

wept buckets, night after night. 

weight /weɪt/ noun  1. how heavy and fat someone isVERBSput on 

weight also gain weight formal He had put on weight since she last saw him.lose 

weight She lost a lot of weight when she was ill.Don’t say lose your weight.watch 
your weight (=try not to get fatter, by eating the correct foods) He has 
to watch his weight because he has a heart condition.get/keep your weight 

down (=become thinner or stay thin) I’ve lost 10 lbs, but how do 
I keep my weight down?get/keep the weight off (=become or stay thinner) I 
changed my eating habits so I’d keep the weight off.control your weight It’s 

important for boxers to control their weight.maintain your weight (=stay at a 
weight) The article gives advice on maintaining a healthy weight.sb’s weight goes 
up/increases My weight seems to go up every time I get weighed.sb’s weight goes 

down/falls People started to notice that his weight had gone down.weight + NOUNSa 
weight problem (=a tendency to be too fat) I’ve always had a weight problem.weight 
gain The medication can cause rapid weight gain.weight loss After the first month of 

dieting, weight loss slows down.ADJECTIVESsb’s ideal weight (=what someone should 
weigh, according to their height and body type) She weighs about 10 lbs more than her 
ideal weight.a healthy weight It sounds as if you’re quite a healthy weight.excess 

weight (=the pounds that make you heavier than you should be) You’ll feel better if 
you lose the excess weight.NOUNS + weightbody weight The weight of your head is a 

fraction of your whole body weight.birth weight Babies with a low birth weight may 
have more medical problems than bigger babies.sb’s target weight (=the weight 
someone is trying to be) I’ve reached my target weight.2. how much something 

weighs, or something that is heavyVERBScarry/support/bear the weight of sth I 
didn’t know if the roof would support my weight.increase/reduce the weight of sth I 
don’t want to increase the weight of my suitcase. | Engineers 

have reduced the weight of the plane.ADJECTIVESheavy weight The crane can 
lift heavy weights.extra weight The extra weight of the caravan makes driving uphill 
more difficult.weight + NOUNSa weight limit The weight limit per bag is 20 

kilograms.PHRASES3 tons/75 kg/20 stone etc in weight Some of these fish are over 
two kilos in weight.sell sth by weight (=sell it according to its weight) Fruit and 
vegetables are sold by weight.under the weight of sth also beneath the weight of 

sth formal (=because something is heavy) Karen staggered along under the weight 
of her heavy backpack.3. importance and influenceADJECTIVESgreat weight The 
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former leader’s opinions carried great weight.considerable weight The results 

lend considerable weight to our theory.too much weight also undue 
weight formal Undue weight is being given to one individual incident.equal weight All 

three subjects have equal weight in the course.political/economic weight At the 
time, Lloyd George carried little political weight in the Liberal Party.VERBScarry 
weight (=be important) He knew that his opinions carried very little weight in the 

office.add/lend weight to sth (=make it more important) The 
report adds more weight to arguments that the law should be changed.give weight to 
sth also attach weight to sth formal (=consider it to be important) You should 

not attach too much weight to these figures. 

welcome /ˈwelkəm/ noun  the way in which you greet someone or react to 

somethingADJECTIVESa warm/friendly welcome You always get a warm welcome at 
Lisa’s house. | The hotel staff offer a friendly welcome and helpful service.a big 

welcome (=with special things happening) We’re planning a big welcome for the team 
when they return.a great/wonderful/tremendous welcome Thank you for such 
a wonderful welcome.a rapturous/rousing welcome (=very happy and excited) He 

returned to his homeland to a rapturous welcome in 1996.a tumultuous welcome (=a 
very noisy one from a crowd) The Pope received a tumultuous welcome.an official 

welcome New students will meet in the hall for an official welcome by the university.a 
cautious/guarded welcome (=used for saying that you are happy about something 
but also slightly worried about it) The plan was given a cautious welcome by the Labour 

Party.VERBSgive sb a ... welcome also extend sb a ... welcome formal He 
was given a great welcome by the crowd. | Staff and students extended a 
warm welcome to visiting parents.get/receive a ... welcome You are sure 

to receive a warm welcome.outstay/overstay your welcome (=stay longer than 
someone wants) We had better go soon – we don’t want to outstay our 
welcome.PREPOSITIONSa welcome to sb I would like to give a warm welcome to you 

all.a welcome to sth You always get a wonderful welcome to their home.in 
welcome (=in order to welcome someone) He held out his hand in 
welcome.PHRASESgive sb/get a hero’s welcome (=get a big welcome because you 

have done something very brave or good) The players will get a hero’s welcome when 
they return.a speech of welcome The Mayor made a brief speech of welcome.a smile 
of welcome She greets visitors with a warm smile of welcome. 

welcoming adjective  THESAURUS > friendly 

well /wel/ adverb  1. a lot, or thoroughlyPREPOSITIONS/ADVERBSwell 

before We should be back well before then.well after It was well after ten o’clock 

when we arrived.well above Radiation levels are well above normal.well below They 
earn well below $5 an hour.well short of (=a lot less than) This total falls well short 
of the sum required.well back Stand well back from the edge of the 

platform.ADJECTIVESwell aware I am well aware of the risks involved.well 
able/capable She is well able to look after herself.well underway (=happening and 
progressing well) The work on the new school is well underway.VERBSmix/stir sth 

well Mix the flour and butter well.chew sth well They were encouraged to chew their 
food well.clean sth well I took everything out of the garage, then cleaned it 

really well.rinse sth well After shampooing, rinse your hair well.know sb/sth 
well I knew your mother well.remember sth well Ah yes, I remember it well.well-
known Elizabeth Taylor was a very well-known actress.well-paid Her husband has 
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a well-paid job.well ventilated (=allowing plenty of air to get in) Make sure the room 

is well ventilated.PHRASESit is well worth doing sth (=used for saying something is 
useful or interesting) It is well worth visiting the castle.well and 

truly (=completely) He was well and truly stuck and we couldn’t get him out.2. in a 
successful or satisfactory wayVERBSsleep well Did you sleep well?play well The whole 
team played well today.work well He doesn’t work well under pressure.behave 

well Fortunately, all my children behave well.cope well He coped well with the difficult 
interview questions.hide sth well She lacks confidence, but she hides it well.go 
well (=be successful or satisfactory – used about an event) The 

concert went very well.do well (=be successful or satisfactory – used about a 
person) She’s doing well at school.take sth well (=not be very angry or upset when 
you get bad news) I thought he might be angry, but he took the news well.well-

prepared Being well-prepared is very important in cookery.well-organized The 
festival was very well-organized. 

well behaved /ˌwel biˈheɪvd/ adjective  THESAURUS > good (3) 

well-known /ˈwel nəʊn/ adjective  THESAURUS > famous 

well-off /ˈwel ɒf/ adjective  THESAURUS > rich (1) 

west /west/ adjective, adverb, noun  the direction towards which the sun goes 

down, or the part of a place that is in this directionADJECTIVESthe far west She 
travelled to the far west of the country.west + NOUNSthe west side/end The church 

has a square tower at the west end.the west coast Iona is a tiny island off the west 
coast of Scotland.the west bank The village is on the west bank of the Hudson River.a 

west wind (=a wind from the west) A west wind blew the smoke 
away.VERBSgo/travel/head west He headed west to Nebraska.face west The living 
room faces west.ADVERBSfurther west Prague is further west than Vienna.due 

west (=directly west) The track led due west.PREPOSITIONSin the west There is rich 
farmland in the west.to/towards the west To the west he could see the outline of 
houses.from the west Cloud will move in from the west overnight.the west of a 

place He has strong support in the west of the country. When people talk about the  

West, they usually mean western Europe and North America.  

wet1 /wet/ adjective  1. covered in or full of waterNOUNSwet 

clothes/trousers/socks etc You need to change out of your wet clothes.a wet 
towel/cloth Don’t leave wet towels on the bed! | He wiped the table with a wet 
cloth.wet hair She’d been swimming and her hair was still wet.wet feet/hands Make 

sure you have a good pair of walking boots, because you don’t want wet feet.wet 
grass He slipped on the wet grass and fell.a wet patch (=a small wet area) The car 

went out of control when she hit a wet patch on the road.wet things (=wet 
clothes) You’d better take those wet things off.ADVERBSwet through (=with every part 
very wet) It never stopped raining and our clothes were wet 

through.soaking/sopping/wringing wet (=very wet) Her boots leaked and her socks 
were soaking wet.dripping wet (=so wet that water is dripping off) He ran out of the 
bathroom, dripping wet.slightly wet My hair was still slightly wet after my 

shower.VERBSget wet We got very wet when we tried to give the dog a bath.get sth 
wet I didn’t want to get my feet wet.PREPOSITIONSwet with sth His cheeks were wet 
with tears.PHRASEScold and wet I was too cold and wet to keep going.wet and 
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muddy His boots were wet and muddy. Wet paint has not dried yet: Be careful –  

the paint is still wet. THESAURUS: wetsoakedclothes | trousers | shirtvery  

wet – used about clothes and people:My clothes were completely soaked. | His shirt  

was soaked with blood. | We got soaked on the way back home. | We 

were thoroughly soaked and feeling pretty miserable. | The poor little boy 

was soaked to the skin (=his clothes were completely soaked). | She was soaked 

through (=her clothes were completely soaked). Soaked is not used before a noun,  

except as rain-soaked/blood-soaked: the rain-soaked earth a blood-

soaked handkerchief drenchedvery wet:Everyone got drenched when a huge wave 

hit the boat. | Her clothes were drenched in blood . | She was drenched in  

sweat. Drenched is not used before a noun, except in rain-drenched/sweat-

drenched/blood-drenched: the rain-drenched streets his sweat-

drenched body soggyground | paper | handkerchief | sandwich | bread | biscui

t | vegetables | messunpleasantly wet and soft:It had been raining hard and 

the ground was soggy underfoot. | She found a piece of soggy paper in one of her  

pockets. | His aunt pulled out a soggy handkerchief and wiped her eyes. | All I had to  

eat was a rather soggy sandwich. | He used too much mayonnaise and the bread was  

all soggy. | The vegetables will get soggy if you cook them for too long. | If it rains, the 

big flowers collapse into a soggy mess.sodden BrEclothes | groundvery wet with  

water:They just wanted to get out of their sodden clothes. | The rain had stopped 

hours ago, but the ground was still sodden. | They made their way through the sodden 

vegetation.boggyground | areaboggy ground is very wet and muddy:The soldiers  

were having difficulty moving across the boggy ground. | This plant grows in boggy 

areas.saturatedground | clothes | soilextremely wet, and unable to take in any 

more water or liquid:Our clothes were saturated. | The floods were the result of heavy 

rainfall on already saturated soil. | His bandage was saturated 

with blood.waterloggedground | field | pitchif the ground is waterlogged, it has  

water on its surface because it is so wet that it cannot take in any more:There could be  

flooding if it rains, because the ground is waterlogged. | Last Saturday’s game was  

cancelled because the field was waterlogged. Adverbs with words  

meaning wetYou say very wet or wet through, but you say completely  

soaked/drenched/saturated/waterlogged. ANTONYMS → dry (1)2. rainyNOUNSa 

wet day/afternoon/morning etc One wet weekend, we decided to go for a walk.a 

wet summer/spring/winter etc It’s been a fairly wet summer this year.a wet 
climate The west of Scotland has a wet climate.wet weather In wet weather, we 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [2405] 

usually play indoors.a wet spell (=a wet period of time) If there is a wet spell after a 

dry summer, the plant may flower again.the wet season (=the time of the year when 
it rains a lot) It’s a very dry area and only has rain in the wet season.PHRASEScold and 

wet It was cold and wet – not the weather to be sleeping in a tent.THESAURUS: 

wet→ rainyANTONYMS → dry (2) 

wet2 /wet/ verb  to deliberately make something wetNOUNSwet your 

hair Wet your hair and apply the shampoo.wet a 
cloth/towel She wetted the cloth again and placed it on his hot forehead.wet your 

lips He stopped for a moment to wet his lips with his tongue. Get something wet is  

used to say that something is made wet accidentally: She didn’t like getting her  

hair wet when she swam.  

whale /weɪl/ noun  a very large animal that lives in the seaADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ whalea beached/stranded whale (=one stuck on land) They are trying to get 

the beached whale back into the ocean before it dies.VERBShunt whales Most people 
think it is wrong to hunt whales and that these animals should be protected.save the 
whales (=stop people killing them) Greenpeace campaigns to save the whales.a 

whale breaches (=comes up through the surface of the water) He got a picture of 
a whale breaching.whale + NOUNSwhale watching You can go whale watching off the 
coast.whale music/song (=sounds made by whales) Scientists believe that whale 

song is used to attract female whales.whale meat Whale meat was once part of the 
local people’s diet.whale oil (=fat from whales that has been made into oil) Whale 
oil was used in lamps.whale blubber (=fat from whales)PHRASESa school/pod of 

whales (=a group of whales) A school of whales was spotted by the ship’s captain 

wheel /wiːl/ noun  1. one of the round things under a car, bus, bicycle etc that 

turns when it movesADJECTIVESthe front wheel The front wheel went over a big 

bump.the back/rear wheel The rear wheels of the bus got stuck in the mud.VERBSa 
wheel turns also a wheel goes round When you pedal, the wheels turn.a wheel 
spins (=turns around quickly, when the vehicle is not going along) The rear wheels 

spun in the sand.PHRASESthe spokes of a wheel (=the thin metal bars that connect 
the outer ring of a wheel to the centre, especially on a bicycle wheel) Rays of light shine 
from the centre like the spokes of a wheel.under the wheels of sth (=when a vehicle 

drives over something or someone) The animal had died under the wheels of a 
speeding car.2. a steering wheel, which you hold and use for controlling a car or similar 
vehicleVERBSturn the wheel You need to turn the wheel slowly when the road is 

icy.take the wheel (=start to drive) Dad pulled over and said it was my turn 
to take the wheel.grip the wheel (=hold it very tightly) I could tell she was angry by 
the way she was gripping the wheel.grab the wheel (=take control of a vehicle from 

the person who is driving) His passenger had to grab the wheel when he 
collapsed.PREPOSITIONSbehind/at the wheel (=driving a vehicle) After months 
without a car, it felt strange to be behind the wheel again. | A car sped by with a young 

man at the wheel. 

wheelchair /ˈwiːltʃeə $ -tʃer/ noun  a chair with wheels, used by people who 

cannot walkwheelchair + NOUNSwheelchair access Does the building have wheelchair 

access?a wheelchair user The hotel is fully accessible to wheelchair users.a 
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wheelchair ramp (=a slope for people in wheelchairs) There is a wheelchair ramp at 

the entrance.wheelchair seating (=spaces in a theatre that allow people in 
wheelchairs to sit next to other people) We’re planning to increase wheelchair seating in 

the hall.wheelchair basketball/tennis (=played by people in 
wheelchairs) Wheelchair basketball is now a popular Paralympic sport.VERBSuse a 
wheelchair He can’t walk very far, and he has to use a wheelchair.push a 

wheelchair I don’t need anyone to push my wheelchair for me.ADJECTIVESan electric 
wheelchair When he’s outdoors, he uses an electric wheelchair.PREPOSITIONSin a 
wheelchair People in wheelchairs should be able to use buses and trains, just like 

anyone else. 

when /wen/ adverb conjunction pronoun  1. at what time: When are we 

leaving?PHRASESnot know when... I don’t know when I’ll see her again.say 
when/tell sb when... I’ll tell you when to stop.when sth will be finished When will 

the work be finished?when did you first... When did you first meet Dr Darnall?2. used 
when saying that something happens at a particular timePHRASESwhen sb was 
young I lived there when I was young.the time/day/year etc when... May is the 

time when the fields are full of flowers. GrammarYou also often use when saying that  

something happens as soon as another thing has happened: When it stops raining,  

we can go outside. I’ll let you know when I’ve finished. THESAURUS: 

whenwhileduring the time that something is happening – used to emphasize that  

something is continuing:I’ll make the salad while you set the table. | While we were on 

holiday, our house was burgled.wheneverused in order to emphasize that something  

always happens when another thing happens:He visits his mother whenever he 

can. | You can come and talk to me whenever you have a problem.by the timeused in  

order to say that one thing has or will have already happened when something else  

happens:By the time a child is five, he will have watched hundreds of hours of  

television.  

whiff /wɪf/ noun  THESAURUS > smell1 

while /waɪl/ conjunction  during the time that something is happening: They 

arrived while we were having dinner. While she was asleep, thieves broke in and stole 
her handbag. She met Andy while working on a production of Carmen. I bought a 

magazine while I was waiting for the train.THESAURUS: whilemeanwhileat the 

same time as something else is happening:They’re still working on our bedroom.  

Meanwhile, we’re sleeping downstairs. | The Russians, meanwhile, declared war on 8  

August.in the meantimeduring the period of time between now and a future event, or  

between two events in the past:More aid is expected soon, but in the meantime these 

people are going hungry. | My new job hadn’t started, so in the meantime I tried to  

write a book.whilst BrEwhile. Whilst sounds a little more formal than while:One 

American plane was forced to land whilst flying over North Korea. | Whilst all this was  

going on, the performers were getting ready for the show.  
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whisper1 /ˈwɪspə $ -ər/ verb  to speak very quietly, using your breath rather 

than your voiceADVERBSwhisper hoarsely (=with a voice that sounds rough) The old 
man whispered hoarsely in her ear.whisper huskily (=with a voice that sounds rough, 
but also attractive) Monroe whispered huskily into the microphone: “Happy birthday, Mr 

President!”whisper urgently “We need to leave now!,” she whispered 
urgently.whisper conspiratorially literary (=as if you are making a secret plan with 
someone) The girls were whispering conspiratorially in the corner.whisper 

fiercely literary (=angrily) “Be quiet!”, his mother whispered 
fiercely.PREPOSITIONSwhisper (sth) to sb The man whispered something to a boy 
standing by the door.whisper (sth) about sb/sth I knew they were whispering 

about me.PHRASESwhisper (sth) in sb’s ear She whispered the answer in my ear. 

whisper2 /ˈwɪspə $ -ər/ noun  a very quiet voice you make using your breath 

and very little soundADJECTIVESa low/soft/gentle whisper When he spoke, it was in 

a low whisper.a hushed whisper (=one in which you are careful not to speak 
loudly) They spoke in the hushed whispers of churchgoers.a loud whisper “Where do 
you think you’re going?” I said in a loud whisper.a hoarse/husky whisper (=with a 

voice that sounds a little rough) Her voice came out as a hoarse whisper.a stage 
whisper (=a loud whisper that you intend everyone to hear) “What is he talking 
about?” Rory said, in a stage whisper.a mere whisper literary (=emphasizing that 

someone is speaking very quietly) The woman was old and frail, her voice a mere 
whisper.an urgent whisper “Daddy!” he said in an urgent whisper.a fierce 
whisper literary “Let me go!” she said in a fierce whisper.a conspiratorial 

whisper literary (=used when you share a secret with someone) “Does she suspect 
anything?” said Ruth in a conspiratorial whisper.PREPOSITIONSin a whisper (=in a 
very quiet voice) “Not now!” he said, in a whisper.PHRASESspeak/talk in 

whispers The two men were speaking in whispers and I wondered what they were 
saying.barely/hardly/scarcely above a whisper (=only a little louder than a 
whisper) His voice was barely above a whisper. 

white adjective, noun  1. the colour of snowADVERBSvery white Agnes noticed 

that he had very white teeth.completely white Her mother’s hair was now completely 

white.pure white The tree was covered with pure white blossom.bright/brilliant 
white The gallery has brilliant white walls.dazzlingly white (=so bright that 
something is difficult to look at) The walls were dazzlingly white in the afternoon 

sunshine.snow white (=very white – often used about hair) His hair was snow 
white.milky white (=very white – often used about skin or liquid) She never 
sunbathed, and was proud of her milky white skin.creamy white (=white with a slight 

yellow colour) The cheese is a creamy white colour.shiny white The bathroom had 
shiny white tiles.PREPOSITIONSin white (=in white clothes or white paint) She wanted 
to get married in white. | The words ‘For Sale’ were painted in white on the side of the 

house.PHRASESblack and white A black and white dog was sitting outside the 
shop.Don’t say white and black.as white as snow (=very white) Her skin was as white 
as snow.white with frost/snow In the morning the ground was white with 

frost.2. looking pale, because of illness or strong emotionVERBSgo/turn white Anne’s 
face went white. “He can’t have gone!” she cried.ADVERBSvery white He looked at her. 

She was very white.PHRASESas white as a sheet (=very pale) Do you feel OK? 
You’re as white as a sheet.white with shock/anger/fear/pain My mother’s face 
was white with shock. 
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wicked adjective  THESAURUS > bad (4) 

wide adjective  1. measuring a long distance from one side to the otherNOUNSa 

wide river/lake/valley We crossed the wide river on a huge suspension bridge.a 
wide road/street/avenue/path The Champs-Elysées is a magnificent wide road in 
Paris.a wide corridor/staircase Romanov walked down the wide marble staircase to 

the great hall. | The room was at the end of a wide corridor.a wide field/beach The 
hotel is next to a wide sandy beach.a wide area Pieces of metal and wood were 
scattered over a wide area.a wide mouth/face/forehead He looked handsome, with 

his wide mouth and perfect teeth.a wide grin/smile “I am glad to hear that!” said 
Gabriel, with a wide smile.wide shoulders/chest/hips He was of medium height, 
with wide shoulders and a strong chest.wide eyes She had 

beautiful wide blue eyes.wide feet I have wide feet and I need to be careful when I’m 
buying shoes.PHRASESat its/their widest point The Great Plains are about 600 miles 
across at their widest point.wide open spaces (=a wide area with no mountains, 

buildings or other features) The film is set in the wide open spaces of 

Canada.THESAURUS: 

widebroadshoulders | chest | back | grin | smile | leaves | river | street | ave

nue | path | valleybroad means the same as wide:The man was very tall with broad 

shoulders. | He came into the room with a broad grin on his face. | This plant  

has broad leaves up to 25 cms long. | The broad river stretched away beyond 

them. | The restaurant stood at the corner of a broad 

street. Broad or wide?Broad is much more common than wide when talking about  

someone’s shoulders, chest, or smile.Apart from these cases, wide is the usual  

word to use. Broad is used especially in literary descriptions of people and places,  

often when saying that someone or something looks  

attractive. thickpiece | slice | book | volumeif something is thick, there is a large 

distance between its two opposite surfaces or sides:I’ll need a thick piece of  

rope. | She cut herself a thick slice of bread. | ‘The Letters of Kingsley Amis’ is a  

big thick book of just over 1,200 pages.ANTONYMS → narrow (1)2. including many 

different kinds of things or peoplewide + NOUNSa wide range/variety The paint is 

available in a wide range of colours.a wide choice/selection There is a wide choice of 
bars, cafés, and restaurants.wide knowledge/experience The staff have a wide 
knowledge about plants.wide powers The constitution gives the president wide 

powers.a wide audience (=a large number of people) The book is intended for a wide 
audience.wide agreement/consensus There is wide agreement that the recent forest 
damage was caused by pollution.PHRASEShave a wide appeal (=be attractive to many 

different types of people) Their music continues to have a very wide appeal.a wide 
array of sth formal (=a lot of different things) He answered dozens of questions on a 
wide array of topics.a wide cross-section of sb (=a group that is typical of a much 

bigger group) The students come from a wide cross-section of society.THESAURUS: 

widebroadrange | selection | category | agreement | consensus | audience | a
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lliance | coalition | spectrum | cross-section | generalizationbroad means the 

same as wide:Visitors can choose from a broad range of activities. | The courses  

offered by the college fall into three broad categories. | There was broad agreement on  

the need for tougher laws on drugs. | There is a broad consensus that a little wine is  

good for you (=most people agree – a formal use). | His later work appeals to a  

much broader audience. | The government was a broad alliance of eight political  

parties (=a large group of different people, organizations, countries etc). | The plan  

has received support from a broad coalition of farmers, environmentalists, and local  

leaders (=a large group of different people, organizations, countries etc). | Among 

voters there is a broad spectrum of opinion on this issue (=a wide range of different  

opinions – formal use). | The survey asked a broad cross-section of people about their  

shopping habits (=a group that is typical of a much bigger group). | As a broad 

generalization, young lawyers have more energy, whereas older lawyers have more 

experience (=a general statement that something is true in most  

cases). Broad or wide?With some words, you can only use broad. You say a broad  

category/alliance/coalition/generalization (not a ‘wide’ one).It is much more  

common to say a wide variety/choice/selection than a ‘broad’ one.Broad is used  

especially in more formal English.The abstract meaning of broad (=including many  

different people or things) is much more common than the literal meaning  

(=measuring a long distance across). ANTONYMS → narrow (2) 

widely /ˈwaɪdli/ adverb  in a lot of different places or by a lot of 

peopleADJECTIVESwidely available This dictionary is widely available in most 
university bookshops.widely used The company makes some of the most widely 
used computer software in the world.widely known Manchester United is one of the 

most widely known football clubs in the world.widely respected She is a widely 
respected journalist who has written many interesting articles.widely different At 
college you meet people from widely different backgrounds.widely read (=having read 

a lot of books of different types) He is widely read.VERBSbe widely used This medicine 
is widely used all over the world.be widely seen as sth also be widely 
regarded/considered as sth formal He is widely seen as a possible future prime 

minister.be widely expected She was widely expected to win the competition.be 
widely accepted Credit cards are a widely accepted form of payment 
nowadays.differ/range/vary widely Opinions on the subject differed widely.travel 

widely (=travel to many different places) She travelled widely throughout Europe.be 
widely welcomed In general, we were widely welcomed wherever we travelled in the 
country.be widely acclaimed (=be praised in public by many people) He has 

been widely acclaimed as an exciting young film director.be widely 
acknowledged (=be recognized as important) The college is widely acknowledged as 
being one of the best in the country.be widely recognized His novel is widely 

recognized as one of the most important to have been published in recent years.be 
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widely adopted (=many people have started to use them) These new tests have 

been widely adopted by schools.be widely believed/held At one time it was widely 
believed that the Earth was flat and not round.be widely assumed It was widely 

assumed that she would do well in her exams.be widely blamed The prime minister 
was widely blamed for the party’s poor results in the election.be widely criticized The 
manager was widely criticized for the team’s defeat.be widely 

circulated/distributed (=put in many different places) The protesters widely 
circulated the leaflets throughout the town.be widely spread/scattered also be 
widely dispersed formal (=found in many different places) His family is widely 

dispersed throughout the country.be widely separated The two artists are widely 
separated in age and style.be widely discussed The subject of global warming has 
been widely discussed by scientists.be widely interpreted/perceived The election 

result was widely interpreted as a sign that the country was moving from left to right 
politically.be widely publicized/reported The students’ protest was widely 
publicized in the media.be widely shared These religious beliefs are widely 

shared among the local people. 

widespread /ˈwaɪdspred/ adjective  THESAURUS > common (1) 

wife /waɪf/ noun (plural wives /waɪvz/)  the woman that a man is married 

toADJECTIVES/NOUNS + wifesb’s first/second/third etc wife His second wife will 

inherit all of his money.sb’s former wife/ex-wife The actor’s ex-wife sold her story to 
the newspapers.a devoted/loving wife (=one who loves her husband) She was 
a devoted wife and mother.a dutiful wife old-fashioned (=one who behaves in a loyal 

and obedient way) She played the role of the dutiful wife in public, but in private she 
had a series of affairs.a faithful/unfaithful wife He killed his unfaithful wife and her 
lover in a fit of passion.sb’s new wife He took his new wife to Hawaii for their 

honeymoon.sb’s future wife He met his future wife at university.sb’s late 
wife (=someone’s wife who is now dead) His late wife's mother helped to look after the 
children.sb’s estranged wife (=someone’s wife, who they no longer live with – used 

especially in newspapers) His estranged wife, Maggie, refused to say whether she would 
divorce him.sb’s common-law wife (=a woman who a man lives with as his wife, 
without them being officially married) When he died, the house went to his common-

law wife, Pearl.a trophy wife disapproving (=a beautiful young woman who is married 
to a rich or successful older man) He wanted a trophy wife so that he could impress his 

friends.a battered wife (=a wife who has been violently attacked by her husband) The 
centre is used as a refuge for battered wives.VERBShave a wife He has a wife and two 
children.meet your wife Bruno met his wife when he hired her to work at his 

theater.marry your wife He married his wife when he was 25.find (sb) a wife His 
parents wanted to find him a wife.leave your wife Simon left his wife for another 
woman.lose your wife (=your wife dies) He lost his wife last year.be unfaithful to 

your wife also cheat on your wife informal (=have sex with someone who is not your 
wife) I would never be unfaithful to my wife – I love her too much.divorce your 
wife He divorced his wife in order to marry his mistress.be separated from your 

wife He has been separated from his wife for several years.PHRASEShusband and 
wife They are no longer living as husband and wife. 

wig /wɪɡ/ noun [C]  artificial hair that you wear on your headVERBSwear a 

wig You can tell he’s wearing a wig. | In England judges still have to wear 

wigs.THESAURUS: wigtoupéean area of artificial hair, used to cover a bald part  
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of your head:The singer used to wear a toupée, and then decided to shave all his hair  

off.hairpiecea wig or a piece of false hair that you wear on your head to make your  

own hair look thicker:Unfortunately the hairpiece didn’t quite match the colour of her  

hair.extensionslong pieces of artificial hair that can be attached to your hair to make 

it look longer:I’m thinking of having extensions because my hair gets to a certain  

length and then becomes so thin that you can see through it. | A lot of women 

wear hair extensions these days.  

wild /waɪld/ adjective  living in a natural state, not changed or controlled by 

peopleNOUNSwild flowers/plants/grass The meadow was full of wild flowers and 
grasses.a wild rose Wild roses are growing all over the fence.a wild 

animal/creature There are many wild animals living in the forest, including deer and 
boar.a wild beast (=a large and dangerous wild animal) The jungle was full of wild 
beasts.a wild bird/horse/dog/cat This marshland is home to many wild birds.a wild 

boar/pig They saw a wild boar in the forest.THESAURUS: wild→ natural (1)  

wildlife /ˈwaɪldlaɪf/ noun  the animals that live in an 

areaADJECTIVESlocal/native wildlife The oil is causing problems for local wildlife.rare 
wildlife The island is home to some rare wildlife.endangered wildlife (=very rare 
types of animal that may soon not exist any longer, because of man’s activities) The 

animals who live there include some of the world’s most endangered 
wildlife.VERBSprotect/conserve wildlife We need to balance the needs of farmers 
with protecting local wildlife.harm/threaten/endanger wildlife Pollution in the river 

is harming wildlife.encourage wildlife What can I do to encourage wildlife in my 
garden?wildlife + NOUNSwildlife protection/conservation More money needs to be 
spent on wildlife conservation.a wildlife habitat (=a place where animals can live) As 

the population grows, more and more wildlife habitats are being destroyed.a wildlife 
reserve/sanctuary (=an area of land where wild animals are protected) There are 
plans to turn the area into a wildlife sanctuary.the wildlife population (=the animals 

that live somewhere) The wildlife population is constantly under threat from big logging 
companies.a wildlife hospital We took the injured bird to a wildlife hospital. 

will /wɪl/ noun  1. the desire or determination to do somethingADJECTIVESa 

strong will As a small child she had a very strong will.an iron will also a will of 
iron (=an extremely strong will) Her gentle manner concealed an iron will.an 
indomitable will (=a strong will which means you do not give in) The most successful 

athletes have an indomitable will to win.a weak will It’s a myth that people are fat 
because of a weak will.political will (=determination on the part of governments and 
politicians) There was a lack of political will to do anything about the problem.the 

general/collective will (=what most people want) It is the role of government to 
enforce the general will of the nation. | The decision is considered to be the collective 
will of the committee.VERBShave the will to do sth (=be determined enough to do 

it) Do you have the will to win?lack the will to do sth He lacked the will to resist.lose 
the will to do sth The country’s troops had lost the will to fight.destroy/break/sap 
sb’s will These comments were designed to destroy her confidence 

and sap her will.obey sb’s will It was the kind of place where workers were expected 
to obey the manager’s will.impose your will on sb (=make someone do what you 
want) She was trying to impose her will on the other members of the committee.exert 
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your will (=show determination to get what you want) She would have 

to exert her will against strong opposition.frustrate/defy sb’s will (=stop someone 
from having or doing what they want) The minister was accused of frustrating the will 

of the people.PHRASESstrength of will She had achieved success by sheer strength of 
will.an effort of will (=a determined effort to do something you do not want to 
do) With a great effort of will, she resisted the temptation to look at the letter.an act 

of will (=something that you have to force yourself to do) For most of us, taking 
exercise is an act of will.a battle/clash/test of wills (=when two determined people 
oppose each other) Even the smallest decision could become an exhausting battle of 

wills. Will is also used in many phrases. If you do something against your will, you  

do it even though you do not want to do it: She was made to sign the  

letter against her will. If you do something of your own free will, you do it because  

you want to, without being forced to do it: He walked into a police station and gave  

himself up of his own free will. Free will is the idea that we all have the power to  

make our own decisions: He believes that God gave us free will to make moral  

choices. 2. a legal document stating what happens to your property after you 

dieVERBSmake a will My lawyer has advised me to make a will.draw up a 
will (=write one) We have finally taken the decision to draw up a will.leave a will Who 

will inherit my property if I don’t leave a will?leave sb sth in your will My 
father left me the house in his will.change your will She changed her will so that he 
wouldn’t get any of her money.contest/challenge a will (=argue legally that it is not 

fair) One of his children has decided to contest the will.prove a will law (=show that it 
has been made in the correct way) If the estate is small, you may not need 

to prove the will.ADJECTIVESa living will (=stating your wishes concerning medical 
treatment before you die) The drugs cannot be given under the terms of his living 
will.PHRASEScut sb out of your will (=change your will so that someone is no longer 

given anything when you die) His father cut her out of his will.remember sb in your 
will (=state that you want them to receive some of your property after you 
die) She remembered her old school in her will.sb’s last will and 

testament formal (=someone’s will)the executor of a will (=the person who makes 
sure that the instructions in someone’s will are followed) Her eldest son is the executor 
of her will. 

willing /ˈwɪlɪŋ/ adjective  wanting to do somethingADVERBSalways willing to 

do sth Maurice is always willing to give advice.perfectly willing/only too willing to 
do sth (=completely willing) He told us that he was perfectly willing to 
help.increasingly willing to do sth People are increasingly willing to spend money on 

meals in restaurants.VERBSappear/seem willing to do sth At first the man appeared 
willing to do what they wanted.find sb willing to do sth We found 20 people willing to 

take part in the experiment.show willing (=show that you feel enthusiastic and want 
to help) I was keen to show willing and said that I would be free all day 
Saturday.PHRASESwilling and able to do sth Managers are willing and able to take a 

practical approach to problems.ready and willing to do sth The boys were ready and 
willing to tell us what happened.more than willing to do sth (=very willing) He was 
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more than willing to join the group.less than willing/far from willing to do 

sth (=not willing) The minister seemed less than willing to answer their 
questions.ANTONYMS → unwilling 

willingness /ˈwɪlɪŋnəs/ noun  being prepared to do something or having no 

reason not to want to do itADJECTIVESgreat willingness She demonstrated great 
willingness to learn new skills.little/not much willingness There was little willingness 

to talk about the problem.a genuine willingness There is a genuine willingness to find 
a solution to the problem.sb’s apparent willingness (=when someone seems to be 
willing to do something) He was criticized for his apparent willingness to talk to the 

terrorists.VERBSshow/demonstrate willingness None of the children showed any 
willingness to go home.express a willingness (=say that you are willing) The 
president has expressed a willingness to change the law.PHRASESwillingness on sb’s 

part (=willingness by someone to do something) There was no real evidence of a 
willingness on their part to end the strike. 

win1 /wɪn/ verb  1. to be the best or most successful in a game, election, war, 

argument etcNOUNSwin a game/match Our team won the game 2–0.win a race The 
men’s 100 meter race was won by Usain Bolt.win a competition She won the school 
poetry competition.win a championship/tournament/league (=win a competition 

which consists of many games or stages) Hamilton is hoping to win the 
world championship this season.win an election The Democratic Party is expected 
to win the next election.win a battle/war Who won the battle of Waterloo?win a 

victory The protesters have won a huge victory against the government.win an 
argument He won the argument and his suggestion was accepted.win a 
case/appeal The workers won their case against the company.win a title (=be the 

winner of a sports competition) India are the favourites to win the title.ADVERBSwin 
easily He is a much better player – he should win easily.win comfortably (=by a 
large amount, so that you do not have to worry about winning) The Celtics won 

comfortably, with a 22-point lead.win convincingly (=by a large amount) United won 
convincingly by three goals to nil.win outright (=clearly and completely) If one 
candidate gets more than 50 percent of the vote, he will win the seat outright.win 

narrowly (=by only a small amount) In 1916 he narrowly won re-election.VERBSbe 
expected to win The Irish horse is expected to win.deserve to win We played great 
football and I thought we deserved to win.PREPOSITIONSwin by ten points/three 

metres etc We won by 23 points.win at cards/chess etc My brother always wins 
at chess.win against sb We haven’t won against them for months.PHRASESa winning 
streak (=when you win several times one after another) The defeat ended the team’s 

eight-game winning streak.win hands down informal (=very easily or by a large 
amount) He won hands down, getting 10,000 out of the possible 12,000 

votes.THESAURUS: wincome first/be firstto win a race or competition:Our team 

came first. | Jo was first in the race and I was second.finish in first place also come 

in firstto win a race, competition, or election:The Democratic candidate finished in first  

place. | I couldn’t believe it when the horse I chose came in first.triumphto win a  

great victory, especially after a long and difficult battle, game etc. Triumph sounds  

rather formal and is mainly used in written descriptions.:Britain triumphed over its  

enemies. | In the end, the Yankees triumphed.come out on top informalto win a  
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game, competition, argument etc:United came out on top after a thrilling game. | They  

did a survey and the Swedish car-maker came out on top. | If you try to argue with  

him, he always comes out on top.be leading/be in the leadto be winning a game,  

race, election etc at the moment:The High School team are leading with sixty  

points. | With only two minutes left to play, we were still in the lead.be aheadto be 

doing better than someone else in a game, competition, or election:He’s still fifty  

seconds ahead of his nearest rival. | A week before the election, the party was  

still ahead in the polls (=more people said they would vote for that party than for the 

others).2. to succeed in getting something as a result of your effortsNOUNSwin a 

prize/award/medal Doris Lessing won the Nobel Prize for Literature in 2007.win a 
contract The contract to build the power station was won by a French company.win 
the right to do sth It was a long time before women finally won the right to vote.win 

a reputation for/as sth Durham won a reputation as a hard worker.win a 
scholarship She won a scholarship to study ballet in London.win a place (on a 
course) Louise worked hard to win a place at Leeds University to study German.win 

sb’s support/approval The government needs to win support from voters for its 
economic reforms.win praise He won praise for helping to end the war.win sb’s 
respect/admiration/affection/sympathy His talent won him respect from the other 

players.win sb’s trust/confidence It takes time to win the trust of the 

horse.THESAURUS: win→ get (1)  

win2 /wɪn/ noun  a victory, especially in sportADJECTIVES/NOUNS + wina five-

point/two-goal etc win The team had a nine-point win over Arizona.an easy win He 
had an easy win in the first game.a comfortable win also a convincing win BrE (=by 
a large amount) The Manchester side enjoyed a comfortable win against their London 

rivals. | Scotland cruised to a convincing win over Ireland.a big win (=an important 
win, or one that you win by a large amount) This is the biggest win in the young 
player’s career.straight/successive/consecutive wins (=one after the other) This 

result makes six straight wins for the Canadian.VERBShave/score a win also notch 
up a win informal We haven’t had a win in six games.celebrate a win The American 

is celebrating her third consecutive win.pull off/clinch a win (=win when it is 
difficult) The youngster clinched a 9–6 win over the champion late last night. | The side 
has pulled off two excellent wins in the past two weeks.cruise to a win (=win 

easily) The French side cruised to a win over a poor Spanish team.secure/seal a 
win (=make it certain) Can they secure the win they need to get into the next 
round? | A third goal in the final minute sealed the win.PREPOSITIONSa win 

over/against sb The team ended the season with a win against Manchester United. 

wind /wɪnd/ noun  moving air, especially when it moves strongly or quickly in a 

currentADJECTIVESa strong wind The wind was so strong he could hardly stand up.a 
gentle/light wind (=not strong) There was a gentle wind blowing through the 

trees. | Winds tomorrow will be light.high winds (=very strong winds) High winds are 
making driving conditions difficult.a cold wind She wrapped her scarf around her face 
against the cold wind.an icy/biting/bitter wind (=very cold) She shivered in the icy 

wind.a blustery/gusty wind (=which blows strongly for short periods) The golfers 
had to battle against a blustery wind.a fresh wind BrE (=quite cold and strong) It will 

feel colder in places exposed to a fresh northeasterly wind.a 20-/40-mile-an-hour 
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wind The walkers struggled in 35-mile-an-hour winds.gale force/hurricane force 

winds (=very strong) The island was battered by gale force winds.the north/south 
etc wind (=coming from the north etc) They sought shelter from the north wind.a 

northerly/southerly etc wind (=coming from the north etc) A fresh northerly 
wind was speeding the ship southwards.the prevailing wind (=the wind that blows 
somewhere most of the time) The prevailing wind comes from the west.VERBSthe wind 

blows The wind blew from the northeast.the wind picks up also the wind gets 
up BrE (=becomes stronger) The wind started to pick up in the afternoon.the wind 
drops/dies down (=becomes less strong) The wind had dropped a little.the wind 

howls (=makes a lot of noise) The wind howled round the house all night.the wind 
moans (=makes a long low sound) They could hear the wind moaning in the trees.the 
wind changes (=starts blowing from a different direction) The wind had 

to change before his fighting ships could sail against the Spanish.the wind buffets 
sth (=the wind hits it with a lot of force) It was dark and the car was buffeted by 
the wind.wind + NOUNSwind speed Wind speeds of up to 80 miles an hour were 

recorded.wind power/energy The government is looking at alternative sources of 
energy, such as wind power.a wind farm (=a place where wind energy is 
produced) Some people think wind farms are just as ugly as power stations.a wind 

turbine (=a modern windmill for producing electrical power) The electricity is 
generated by a huge wind turbine.wind chimes (=long thin pieces of metal that make 
musical sounds in the wind) We hung wind chimes above the door.PREPOSITIONSin the 

wind Flags were blowing in the wind.against the wind (=in order to protect yourself 
from the wind) We huddled together against the wind.PHRASESa gust of wind (=a 
sudden strong movement of wind) A gust of wind blew my hat off.be 

blowing/swaying/flapping etc in the wind (=be moving about in the wind) The 
trees were all swaying in the wind.provide shelter/protection from the wind The 
wall provided some shelter from the wind.the wind chill factor (=the decrease in 

temperature caused by the cold wind) It must have been minus five degrees with 

the wind chill factor.THESAURUS: windbreezea gentle pleasant wind:The trees  

were moving gently in the breeze. | A gentle breeze was blowing from the 

sea.draught BrE draft AmE /drɑːft $ dræft/a current of cool air which blows into a  

room, especially one that makes you feel uncomfortable:There’s a bit of a draught in  

here – can you close the door?galea very strong wind:The ship was blown off course in  

a severe gale. | Howling gales and torrential rain continued throughout the 

night.hurricanea storm that has very strong fast winds and that moves over water –  

used about storms in the North Atlantic Ocean:The hurricane devastated Florida and 

killed at least 40 people. | The island was hit by a hurricane.typhoona violent tropical  

storm – used about storms in the western Pacific Ocean:A typhoon has hit the 

Philippines, lifting roofs off houses and uprooting  

trees.tornado also twister AmE informala violent storm with strong winds that spin  

very quickly in a circle, often forming a cloud that is narrower at the bottom than the 

top:The town was hit by a tornado that damaged several homes.cyclonea violent  

tropical storm with strong winds that spin in a circle:A devastating cyclone 
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struck Bangladesh in April that year. | This cyclone was traveling at speeds in excess of  

100 miles an hour  

window /ˈwɪndəʊ $ -doʊ/ noun  a space or an area of glass in the wall of a 

building or vehicle that lets in lightADJECTIVES/NOUNS + windowan open window She 

felt a breeze from the open window.a window is closed/shut All 
the windows were closed.a front/back window I don’t want people looking in 
my front window.an upstairs/downstairs window Someone was waving to me from 

an upstairs window.the rear window (=the back window, especially of a car) The 
car’s rear window had been smashed.a shop/store window She looked in shop 
windows.sb’s bedroom/office window From his bedroom window he could see two 

men having an argument.the kitchen/car etc window She had left the kitchen 
window open.a stained glass window (=made of pieces of coloured glass) The church 
has fine medieval stained glass windows.VERBSopen a 

window I opened the window and breathed in the fresh air.close/shut a window It’s 
cold – can we shut the window?roll up/down a window (=open or shut the window in 
a car) I rolled the window down and waved to him.a window overlooks sth (=you 

can see something from a window) They gave me a room with a window 
overlooking the garden.window + NOUNSa window frame The window frame was 

rotten.a window pane (=the glass part of a window) There were dirty marks on one of 
the window panes.a window sill (=the bottom edge of the frame of a window) A bird 
was sitting on the window sill.a window ledge (=the shelf of brick, stone etc under a 

window) I had to stand on the window ledge to clean the top window pane.a window 
latch/catch/lock (=a small device for holding or locking a window shut) It’s a good 
idea to fit window locks on the ground floor.PREPOSITIONSthrough a window I could 

see a shadowy figure through the bathroom window.out of a window She lay in bed 
looking out of the window.from a window From the bedroom window, we could see 
the hills.at/in the window A woman’s face appeared at the window. | She left a 

candle burning in the window. 

windy /ˈwɪndi/ adjective  if it is windy, there is a lot of windNOUNSa windy 

day/night/morning It is no fun cycling on a wet and windy day.a windy 
morning/afternoon/evening It was a cold windy morning in spring.windy 

weather In windy weather, water from the fountain is blown sideways.windy 
conditions Golfers are having problems with the windy conditions.ADVERBSreally 

windy It was really windy, and we could hardly stand upright.too windy It was too 

windy to take the boat out.THESAURUS: 

windybreezyday | morning | afternoon | sunshineif the weather is breezy, the 

wind blows fairly strongly:It was a breezy day, and it was hard to hold the map 

flat. | It was a bright, breezy morning in autumn. | They were enjoying  

the breezy autumn sunshine.blusteryday | night | morning | afternoon | evening 

| conditions | wind | weatherif it is blustery, it is very windy, with sudden strong 

movements of wind:It was a cold, blustery day. | One blustery autumn morning, he 

put on his wool coat and stepped outside. | Despite the blustery conditions, he finished 

the race in 10 minutes 29 seconds. | The blustery winds of March dried up the 

land. | Blustery weather swept down from the north.gustywind | conditionsgusty  
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wind blows with strong, sudden movements:The plane was trying to land in a gusty  

wind. | You need skill to windsurf in gusty  

conditions.stormyweather | night | day | evening | sea | watersif the weather is  

stormy, there are strong winds, heavy rain, and dark clouds:The ship sank in stormy 

weather 400 years ago. | It was a dark and stormy night. | Rescue helicopters hoisted  

11 crew members from the stormy 

waters.windsweptisland | beach | hill | cliff | plain | plateau | moora windswept  

place is often windy because there are not many trees or buildings to protect  

it:Agriculture is difficult on this rocky windswept island. | People were walking their  

dogs on the windswept beach. | The house was in the middle of the windswept moors.  

wine /waɪn/ noun  an alcoholic drink made from grapes, or a type of this 

drinkADJECTIVESred/white/rosé wine The waiter brought some red 
wine.French/Spanish/Italian etc wine The restaurant has a good selection 

of French wines.dry wine (=not sweet) I’d like a dry white wine, please.sweet wine A 
slightly sweet wine goes well with fruit such as pears.sparkling wine (=with bubbles 
of gas in it) The best-known sparkling wine is champagne.strong wine (=containing a 

lot of alcohol or having a lot of flavour) This village produces strong wines of good 
character.light wine (=not having a strong taste) The wine is light and refreshing.full-

bodied wine (=with a pleasantly strong taste) This cheese goes well with full-
bodied red wines.vintage wine (=good quality wine from a particular year) They keep 
a collection of vintage wines in the cellar.fine wine (=a good and expensive wine) He 

was a lover of fine wines and good food.cheap wine I had a big hangover caused by 
drinking too much cheap wine.NOUNS + winetable wine (=inexpensive wine to drink 
with a meal) The vineyard produce table wines for local use.the house wine (=the 

cheapest wine available in a restaurant) I ordered a glass of the house wine.NOUNS 

+ winea wine glass/bottle The wine was served in beautiful wine glasses.the wine 
list (=the list of wines in a restaurant) I asked to see the wine list.a wine 

buff/connoisseur (=someone who knows a lot about wine) The website is for wine 
buffs.a wine merchant(s) (=a company or shop that sells wine) The company was 
voted Best Organic Wine Merchant.VERBSdrink wine I don’t drink a lot of wine – just a 

couple of glasses a week.sip wine (=drink it in small quantities from a glass) She 
sipped her wine slowly.pour wine The waiter poured some wine into his glass.a wine 
matures (=its taste improves over time) The wine is kept in oak barrels to mature.a 

wine breathes (=the air helps to improve the taste after it has been in a bottle) Some 
people say you should let the wine breathe for up to half an hour before you drink 
it.the wine is corked (=it tastes bad because the cork has allowed air into the 

bottle) This wine has a funny taste – I’m sure it’s corked.PHRASESa bottle of 
wine Let’s open another bottle of wine.a glass of wine I poured myself a glass of 
wine. 

wing /wɪŋ/ noun  1. one of the parts of a bird’s or insect’s body that it uses for 

flyingVERBSflap its wings (=move them) The ducks woke up 
and flapped their wings.beat its wings (=move them in a regular way while 

flying) The female beats her wings at up to 500 times a second.flutter its 
wings (=move them quickly) I heard some birds fluttering their wings outside the 
window.spread/open its wings The young bird spread its wings and attempted to 
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fly.stretch its wings (=open them completely) The cage was so small the birds could 

not even stretch their wings.fold its wings The birds fold their wings and dive into the 
sea in search of fish.wings flap I could hear the swan’s huge wings 

flapping overhead.wings beat Their great wings beat slowly.ADJECTIVESoutstretched 
wings The eagle descended on outstretched wings.2. a group within an organization, 
especially a political partyADJECTIVESthe left wing (=that supports socialist 

policies) She is known to be on the left wing of British politics.the right wing (=that 
supports companies and business, a strong army etc) The right wing of the party want 
to increase military spending.the extreme/radical wing (=having opinions that seem 

unreasonable to many people) He belonged to the extreme wing of the communist 
party.the liberal wing (=which wants to give people more freedom) The liberal wing is 
likely to welcome the changes.the conservative wing (=which wants to keep the 

situation as it has been in the past) The conservative wing of our membership might 
object to these plans.the political wing (=of a group that also has an unofficial 
military part) The government held talks with the political wing of the IRA (Irish 

Republican Army).the armed/paramilitary wing The armed wing of the organization 

has threatened to carry out more attacks. This meaning of wing is often used in the  

adjectives left-wing and right-wing: right- wing politicians When he was young he  

was very left-wing. PREPOSITIONSon the ... wing He’s always been on the party’s 

more liberal wing.the ... wing of sth There will be protests from the conservative wing 

of the organization 

winner /ˈwɪnə $ -ər/ noun  a person or animal that has won 

somethingADJECTIVESthe clear winner She was the clear winner, with 150 points 

more than her nearest rival.the overall winner (=after all the parts of the race or 
competition have finished) After all the scores are added together, the overall 
winner will be announced.the outright winner (=out of all the people or teams) She 

was delighted to be declared the outright winner.a convincing winner (=someone 
who wins easily) He was a convincing winner, defeating his opponent by 3 sets to 0.the 
lucky winner The lucky winner of the competition will drive home this car.the 

eventual winner (=at the end of the race or competition) After an exciting finish, 
Johnson was the eventual winner.joint winners (=two people share the first prize) The 
two women were declared joint winners of the competition.a worthy/deserving 

winner After such a magnificent performance, he was a worthy winner.a 
previous/former winner She was presented with the trophy by a previous winner of 
the tournament.a likely winner Chelsea looked likely winners of the match when they 

scored in the 85th minute.a potential winner (=who may win) That horse could be 
a potential winner in this afternoon’s race.VERBSannounce the winner The winner of 
the competition will be announced in next month’s magazine.declare sb/sth the 

winner She was declared the winner and given a gold medal.choose/pick a 
winner Have you ever picked the winner in a horse race?emerge as the 

winner He emerged as the winner of the country’s presidential elections.the winner 
receives sth The winner will receive a $1,000 prize.NOUNS + winnerthe competition 
winner The competition winners each received a cheque for £5,000.an 

award/prize/medal/cup winner He was an award winner in this year’s photography 
competition. | She was a gold medal winner at the last Olympic Games. | He was a 
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European Cup winner when he played for Barcelona.PREPOSITIONSthe winner of 

sth She’s a former winner of the Young Musician of the Year award. 

winter /ˈwɪntə $ -ər/ noun  the season after autumn and before spring, when the 

weather is coldestADJECTIVESthis/next/last winter It’s not as cold as last winter.the 

previous/following winter The previous winter he had seen swans flying south.early 
winter Fresh nuts are at their best in late autumn and early winter.late winter In late 
winter we sometimes get a lot of snow.a cold winter I hope we don’t get another cold 

winter. | That winter was particularly cold.a severe/hard/harsh winter (=very 
cold) In a hard winter, many birds starve.a mild winter (=not very cold) Winters here 
are generally mild.a long winter The long winter finally came to an end.VERBSwinter 

comes/arrives He wanted to finish the building work before winter arrived.winter + 

NOUNSwinter coat/winter shoes It looks cold outside – you’ll need your winter 
coat.a winter landscape/scene The Christmas card had a snowy winter landscape on 

the front.the winter months During the winter months the town is often cut off.the 
winter term BrE the winter semester AmE (=the time between October and March 
at a school, college, or university) I had just completed the winter semester at 

university.a winter’s day/morning/afternoon One winter’s day, we decided to go 
for a walk in the snow.PREPOSITIONSin (the) winter It usually snows here in the 

winter.during (the) winter The caravan was too cold to live in during the winter.the 
winter of 2012/1947 etc We moved to Montana in the winter of 2011.PHRASESin the 
depths of winter (=in the middle of the winter) Even in the depths of winter, the 

harbour is never completely frozen.the onset of winter (=the start of winter) She 
dreaded the onset of winter. 

wipe /waɪp/ verb  THESAURUS > clean2 

wire /waɪə $ waɪr/ noun  1. thin metal in the form of a thread, or a piece of 

thisADJECTIVES/NOUNS + wirecopper/steel wire The cables that support the bridge 
are made of steel wire.fine/thin wire Only a piece of fine wire could fit through such a 
tiny hole.thick wire Curtains hung from a thick wire.barbed wire (=wire with a lot of 

sharp points on it, used for making fences) The field was surrounded by barbed 
wire.razor wire (=wire with a lot of blade-shaped pieces fitted to it, used for making 
fences) The prison wall had razor wire on the top.wire + NOUNSa wire fence The 

compound was surrounded by a wire fence.wire netting We put some wire 
netting around the plants, to protect them from wild animals.wire mesh (=a thin wire 
net) The fence is made of a thin wire mesh.a wire rack Remove the biscuits from the 

oven and cool them on a wire rack.PHRASESa piece/length/strand of 
wire The pieces of wire he’d cut were too short.a coil of wire The coil 
of barbed wire will be used for a fence.a loop of wire The gate is held closed by a loop 

of wire that goes over the gatepost.2. thin metal thread that carries electricity or 
electrical signalsADJECTIVES/NOUNS + wireelectrical wire He has a roll of electrical 
wire in the garage.telephone wires A man was up a ladder repairing the telephone 

wires.overhead wires Don’t go fishing anywhere near overhead wires.bare/exposed 
wires Those exposed wires could give you a serious electric shock.VERBSattach a 
wire Attach the red wire to the car battery.run a wire somewhere The builders will 

have to run a wire through this window.wires trail (=are placed in position where they 
look untidy or could cause accidents) Several wires were trailing between his desk and 
the printer.PHRASESa tangle of wires (=an untidy mass of wires) There’s an 

ugly tangle of wires behind the TV. 
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wisdom /ˈwɪzdəm/ noun  good sense and judgment, or wise 

wordsADJECTIVESgreat wisdom She was a woman of great wisdom.ancient 
wisdom In some cases modern science confirms ancient wisdom.political wisdom As 
a statesman, he was known for his political wisdom.worldly wisdom (=relating to how 

people behave, usually gained from experience) I was young and lacking in worldly 
wisdom.accumulated wisdom (=collected over many years from many people) In 
these books, there is the accumulated wisdom of mankind.VERBSacquire/gain 

wisdom Wisdom is gained through experience.impart/dispense wisdom (to 
sb) formal (=give someone good information or advice) Her followers listened as 
she imparted wisdom to them.share your wisdom (with sb) often humorous (=give 

someone good information or advice) Would you mind sharing your wisdom with 
us?PHRASESwords of wisdom (=words in which someone says something wise) He 
offered his young neighbour a few words of wisdom.pearls of wisdom often 

humorous (=very wise and helpful words) Thank you, Matthew, for those pearls of 
wisdom.a piece of wisdom When someone asked what to do, he would give them a 
small piece of wisdom.a source of wisdom To his students, he was a source of 

wisdom and inspiration.give sb the benefit of your wisdom often humorous (=give 
someone some good information or advice) I was wondering if you could give us the 

benefit of your wisdom about this. 

wise /waɪz/ adjective  1. sensible and based on good judgmentNOUNSa wise 

decision/choice I told him he had made a wise decision.a wise move (=a sensible 
thing to do) Getting into an argument with a police officer was not a wise move.a wise 

precaution (=a sensible thing to do in case something else happens) It is a wise 
precaution to take a spare set of batteries.a wise investment He had increased his 
wealth by making wise investments.a wise use of sth We must make wise use of our 

resources.wise advice My father gave them a lot of wise advice.wise words We 
should remember the wise words of the philosopher Socrates.2. having a lot of 
knowledge and experience of lifePHRASESa wise old man/woman A wise old man 

once said “Be true to yourself.”THESAURUS: wise→ intelligent  

wish /wɪʃ/ noun  a desire to do or have somethingADJECTIVESsb’s 

greatest/deepest wish also sb’s dearest wish BrE (=what they want most of 
all) Her greatest wish was to see her parents again.sb’s last/final/dying wish (=just 
before someone dies) Her last wish was to be buried in her husband’s grave.a fervent 

wish formal (=a strong wish) It was always his fervent wish to return to his native 
land.a secret wish Jane had always had a secret wish to be a dancer.VERBSmake a 
wish (=silently ask for something that you want to happen) Helen blew out the candles 

and made a wish.get/have your wish (=get what you want) She wanted him to 
leave, and she got her wish.grant/fulfil sb’s wish (=give them what they want) His 
parents would now be able to grant his wish.express a wish (=say that you want to 

do something) He expressed a wish to go to the United States.respect sb’s 
wishes (=do what they want) We have to respect his wishes.ignore sb’s wishes It is 
important not to ignore the wishes of the patient.reflect sb’s wishes (=show what 

their wishes are) The council is the voice of the people so it 
must reflect their wishes.wish + NOUNSa wish list (=all the things you would like to 
have) We all made a wish list of who we would like in the team.PREPOSITIONSa wish 

for sth Reporters ignored his wish for privacy.PHRASESsb’s wish comes 
true (=something you want really happens) One day I hope my wish will come 
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true. | Singing with Beyoncé was a wish come true.have no wish to do sth I have no 

wish to keep you here for longer than is necessary.against sb’s wishes also contrary 
to sb’s wishes formal Contrary to her parents’ wishes, she decided not to go to 

university.in accordance with sb’s wishes formal (=following what someone 
wants) In accordance with his wishes, the money was used to establish a school. 

wistful adjective  THESAURUS > sad (1) 

wit /wɪt/ noun  1. the ability to say things that are clever and 

amusingADJECTIVESgreat wit Her books describe upper-class life with great wit.quick 
wit He enjoyed interviews, often displaying his quick wit.sharp wit (=able to answer 

people quickly and amusingly) You need to have a sharp wit to be a stand-up 
comedian.caustic/acerbic/barbed wit (=unkind but cleverly humorous) He 
responded with his usual acerbic wit.dry wit (=funny and clever while seeming to be 

serious) She is known for her dry wit.razor-sharp wit (=very sharp wit) He made fun 
of them with his razor-sharp wit.2. the ability to think quickly and make the right 

decisions GrammarUsually plural in this meaning. VERBSuse your wits Politicians 

have to use their wits when they’re being asked difficult 
questions.gather/collect/recover your wits (=manage to think what to do next 

after a shock or surprise) She collected her wits and continued speaking.live by your 
wits (=get money by being clever or dishonest, not by doing an ordinary job) He didn’t 
want to work, and thought he could live by his wits.PHRASESkeep/have your wits 

about you (=be able to think quickly and do the right thing in a difficult situation) You 
have to remain calm and keep your wits about you when you’re being interviewed.pit 
your wits against sb (=compete in a test of knowledge or 

intelligence) I pitted my wits against him in a game of chess.have the wit to do 
sth (=be clever enough to know what to do) She had the wit to apologize for her 
mistake.a battle of wits (=a situation in which opposing sides try to win by using their 

intelligence) The negotiations had become a battle of wits. 

witness /ˈwɪtnəs, ˈwɪtnɪs/ noun  someone who appears in a court of law to say 

what they know about a crimeADJECTIVES/NOUNS + witnessa key witness (=a very 

important witness) The defendant’s ex-wife will be a key witness at the trial.an expert 
witness (=someone with special knowledge who gives an opinion in court) An expert 
witness testified that the injuries were probably caused by a kitchen knife.a 

prosecution witness During the trial, over 30 prosecution witnesses were called.a 
defence witness A defence witness said that Carter was not holding a gun when the 
shot was fired.a star witness (=a very important witness who says things that help 

one side a lot) It was a major blow to their case when their star witness was 
arrested.the principal witness (=the main witness) The principal witness was too sick 
to testify.a character witness (=a witness who says that the person being tried is a 

good person) He said he would gladly be a character witness for her.a 
reliable/unreliable witness (=whose information can or cannot be trusted) The 
woman proved to be an unreliable witness.VERBScall a witness (=require a witness to 

speak in court) She was the final witness to be called.appear as a 
witness He appeared as an expert witness at several government inquiries.question a 
witness They were not permitted to question government witnesses.cross-examine a 

witness (=ask them questions about what they have said) His attorney cross-
examined the witness.a witness testifies (=makes a statement) Two witnesses 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [2422] 

testified that they had seen him take the money.a witness gives 

evidence Child witnesses gave evidence using closed circuit television 
cameras.witness + NOUNSthe witness box/stand (=the place where the witness sits 

when speaking in court) He spent three hours in the witness stand.a witness 
statement/account also witness testimony (=what a witness says) In her witness 
statement she said that she had left the house around eight.witness 

protection (=given by the police to witnesses who criminals might try to 
harm) Several people involved in the trial have asked for witness protection.witness 
intimidation (=threatening behaviour towards witnesses) This court will not 

allow witness intimidation.PREPOSITIONSa witness in a case/trial She was an 
important witness in a murder trial.a witness for sb/sth The witnesses for 
the prosecution did not sound convincing. | His former business partner appeared as 

a witness for the other side.PHRASESa witness takes the stand (=begins to answer 
questions) He was the last witness to take the stand. 

witty /ˈwɪti/ adjective  using words in a clever and amusing wayNOUNSa witty 

remark/comment Mike made us all laugh with his witty remarks.a witty 

article/piece/column She writes witty articles about everyday life for a Sunday 
newspaper.a witty account/tale The novel is a witty account of his experiences as a 

journalist in New York.witty conversation The TV presenter was trying to make witty 
conversation with one of his guests.witty repartee/banter (=friendly conversation in 
which people make a lot of jokes about each other) I used to love listening to their 

witty repartee. | Retired sportsmen often miss the witty banter they used to have with 
their team-mates.ADVERBSdelightfully/wonderfully witty John Betjeman wrote 

some delightfully witty poems about the British way of life.THESAURUS: 

witty→ funny (1)  

wolf /wʊlf/ noun  a wild animal that looks like a large dog and lives and hunts in 

groupsVERBSa wolf howls (=it makes a long loud sound) It was the middle of the 
night and they could hear a wolf howling.wolf + NOUNSa wolf cub (=a very young 
wolf) The Wolf cubs rely on their mother to bring them meat.PHRASESa pack of 

wolves also a wolf pack (=a group of wolves that live and hunt together) A pack of 
wolves had been seen in a nearby forest. 

woman /ˈwʊmən/ noun (plural women /ˈwɪmɪn/)  an adult female 

personADJECTIVES/NOUNS + womana beautiful/attractive/pretty woman Your wife 
is a very attractive woman.a married/single/divorced woman The king was not 
allowed to marry a divorced woman.a young/middle-aged/old/elderly 

woman Who is the young woman in the black dress?a strong woman Some men like 
strong women.a career woman (=who wants to be successful in her job) I didn’t want 
to be a career woman who only saw her children at weekends.woman + NOUNSa 

woman president/prime minister Mrs Thatcher was Britain’s first woman prime 
minister.a woman artist Frida Kahlo is one of my favourite women artists.PHRASESa 
women’s magazine Women’s magazines are full of advice about dieting.women’s 

rights She fought for women’s rights.the women’s movement (=the movement to 
improve conditions for women in society) The women’s movement started in the early 

1960s.the women’s team The women’s team won a gold medal.THESAURUS: 

womanladya polite word for a woman – used especially when you do not know her  
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name, or in stories and descriptions:A glass of white wine please, for this lady  

here. | Ladies and gentlemen, please raise your glasses! | The young lady stood up 

and shook my hand. | A little old lady came down and answered the door.girla young 

female person – usually used about someone younger than about twenty:She was a  

very pretty girl and she had a lot of admirers. | Teenage girls can be very  

noisy. | Helen was bullied by the other girls at school.female formala woman – used 

especially in official reports:More females are being found guilty of serious  

crimes. Female is also often used about birds and animals that have eggs or baby  

animals: The females lay their eggs in the nest. THESAURUS: womanfeminine,  

womanly, girly/girlie, effeminate → female1 

wonder /ˈwʌndə $ -ər/ noun  1. a feeling of surprise and admiration for 

something because it seems very impressiveVERBSfill sb with wonder The sight of the 
huge mountains filled her with wonder.feel wonder It’s difficult to express 
the wonder I felt when saw my baby.PREPOSITIONSwith wonder Her eyes opened 

wide with wonder.PHRASESlook/stare/gaze/watch in wonder They watched in 
wonder as the magnificent bird flew off into the sky.full of wonder When he first 

arrived, he was full of wonder about the place. Wonder is often used when saying  

that something surprises you, or does not surprise you: There are so many children in  

the class – it’s a wonder that she can remember all their names. It’s been raining all  

day. No wonder the ground is so wet. 2. something that impresses you and makes you 

full of surprise and admiration GrammarUsually plural in this meaning. PHRASESthe 

wonders of the world The Grand Canyon is one of the great wonders of the world.the 
wonders of nature God gives us intelligence to uncover the wonders of nature.the 

wonders of science/medicine/modern technology The wonders of modern 
medical science make it possible for many illnesses to be treated.sth is one of the 
wonders of the age/of its time (=it is one of the most impressive things of its 

time) The pyramids were one of the great wonders of the age.ADJECTIVESthe great 
wonders Science makes us aware of the great wonders that surround us.natural 
wonders The Great Barrier Reef is one of Australia’s great natural 

wonders.PREPOSITIONSthe wonders of sth People were impressed by the wonders of 
nuclear energy. 

wonderful adjective  THESAURUS > excellent 

wood /wʊd/ noun  1. the material that trees are made ofADJECTIVESsolid 

wood The doors are all made of solid wood.bare wood (=not painted or covered) We 
decided to paint the bare wood.a hard/soft wood Oak is a hard wood.VERBSbe made 

of wood The whole house is made of wood.chop wood He was chopping wood for the 
fire.cut/saw wood A local carpenter cut the wood to the right size.carve 
wood (=used a knife to shape it) The room was decorated with carved wood.paint 

wood The wood was all newly painted.stain wood (=dye it with a special liquid) The 
seats are in a light-coloured stained wood.varnish wood (=paint it with a clear 
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substance to make it shiny) You can varnish the wood or leave it as it is.wood 

splinters (=small sharp pieces break off it) Soft wood splinters easily.wood + 

NOUNSwood chips (=small rough pieces) Cover the soil with wood chips to prevent 

weeds.wood shavings (=thin curly pieces) He cleared up the wood shavings.wood 
smoke (=smoke from burning wood) There was a smell of wood smoke.a wood 
carving (=a picture cut from wood) There are wood carvings all over the church.wood 

effect (=used for describing a material that looks like wood) You can buy wood 
effect floor tiles.PHRASESa piece of wood He made a bench out of pieces of wood.a 
plank of wood (=a long thin flat piece) The shed was built from some old planks of 

wood.a block of wood I used a block of wood to knock the pole into the ground.the 
grain of the wood (=the natural lines in it) The oil enhances the natural grain 
of the wood.2. a small forestADJECTIVESa dense/thick wood (=with a lot of trees 

growing closely together) Paul led the way up through the dense woods.a dark 
wood She found herself lost in a dark wood.a pine wood The pine woods smell lovely 
as you walk through them.PREPOSITIONSin a wood/in the woods We went for a 

walk in the woods.through a wood/through the woods The route then 
passes through a wood.PHRASESdeep in the woods The noise came from deep in the 
woods.the middle of the woods They passed a large empty house in the middle of 

the woods.the edge of the woods We left the car on the edge of the woods and 
continued on foot.a clearing in the woods (=a space where there are no trees) They 
decided to camp in a clearing in the woods. 

word /wɜːd $ wɜːrd/ noun  a single group of letters or sounds that have a 

particular meaningADJECTIVESa new word Computer technology has brought 
many new words into our language.the right word He struggled to find the right 

word.a German/Italian/Latin etc word ‘Science’ comes from a Latin word meaning 
‘knowledge’.a long/short word Prepositions are usually short words, that show the 
position or direction of something.big words spoken (=long and difficult words) He 

uses all these big words that I don’t understand.a five-letter/nine-letter etc 
word Can you think of a nine-letter word meaning ‘hard’?angry/harsh/kind/brave 
etc words (=something angry etc that is said) Angry words were spoken, which nearly 

led to a fight. | Thank you for your kind words. | Despite her brave words, she was not 
feeling confident about her chances of success.a careless word (=something that is 
said carelessly) One careless word could put us all in danger.a rude word Someone 

had written a rude word on the back of his chair.a swear word (=a rude or offensive 
word, used especially when you are angry) I’ve never heard him use a swear word.a 
four-letter word (=a very rude word) The programme was full of four-letter 

words.VERBS + wordsay/speak a word I have never said the words ‘I love you’ and 
not meant it.write a word Edward Thomas wrote these words in 1908.use a word Be 
very careful how you use the word ‘foreign’.find words (=succeed in thinking of words 

to express something) She couldn’t find the words to explain how she felt.search for 
words (=try to think of words to use) She hesitated, searching for words.have a word 
for sth The people have more than 40 different words for snow.coin a word (=invent 

it) Richard Owen was the man who coined the word ‘dinosaur’.pronounce a word How 
do you pronounce this word?spell a word I always find Mississippi a 
hard word to spell.look up a word (=try to find it in a dictionary) I looked 

up the word ‘lugubrious’ in my dictionary.word + VERBSa word means sth The 
Spanish word ‘matador’ means ‘killer’.a word comes/derives from 
sth The word ‘plumbing’ derives from the Latin word for ‘lead’.PREPOSITIONSa word 
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for sth ‘Vater’ is the German word for ‘father’. | ‘Equities’ is another word for ‘stocks 

and shares’. | Their language does not have a word for ‘cousin’.words of 
encouragement/comfort/wisdom (=encouraging etc things that are said) He 

murmured soothing words of comfort.PHRASESthe meaning of a word What is the 
meaning of the word ‘tangible’?in the words of sb also in sb’s words (=used when 
repeating someone else’s words) In the words of Rousseau “Man is born free, but 

everywhere he is in chains.”in your own words Describe in your own words what 
happened.in other words (=used when saying the same thing in a different way or 
explaining it) He said he couldn’t give me answer right now – in other words, he doesn’t 

know.have/exchange a few words with sb (=have a short conversation) He paused 
to exchange a few words with the guard.put your feelings/thoughts into 
words (=say something that expresses your feelings or thoughts) The winner said it 

was hard to put his feelings into words.be lost for words (=be so surprised or 
emotional that you can’t think of anything to say) It was rare for Virginia to be lost for 

words.THESAURUS: wordnamea word that you use for a particular thing, place,  

organization etc:Iberia is the ancient name for the Spanish Peninsula. | What’s  

the name of that type of dog?terma word or group of words that is used in a specific  

subject or area of language:The medical term for losing your hair is  

‘alopecia’. | People use the term ‘carbon footprint’ to talk about man’s polluting effect  

on the environment.phrasea group of words that have a particular meaning when 

used together, or which someone uses on a particular occasion:We don’t really have a  

phrase for ‘bon appétit’ in English. | Politicians keep using the phrase ‘family  

values’. | an Italian phrase bookidiom /ˈɪdiəm/a group of words that has a special  

meaning which you cannot guess from the meanings of each separate word:‘Full of  

beans’ is an idiom which means feeling lively and energetic.expressiona fixed phrase 

which is used in a language and has a particular meaning:He uses a lot of  

obscure expressions that I don’t really understand. | What does the expression ‘wage 

slavery’ mean?buzzword /ˈbʌzwɜːd $ -wɜːrd/a word or group of words that people in a  

particular type of work or activity have started using a lot because they think it is  

important:The buzzword at the moment is ‘crowdsourcing’, where groups of people use  

social networks to exchange ideas. | ‘E-learning’ is a big buzzword in educational  

publishing these days.cliché /ˈkliːʃeɪ $ kliːˈʃeɪ/a group of words that is used so often  

that it seems rather boring, annoying, or silly:The phrase ‘going forward’ has become 

a real cliché – I wish people would stop using it. | It’s a bit of a cliché, but good 

communication skills are the key to success. | the old movie cliché ‘we can’t go on 

meeting like this’slangvery informal words used especially by a particular group of  

people such as young people, criminals, or soldiers:Grass is slang 

for marijuana. | prison slang | army slangjargonwords and phrases used in a  

particular profession or by a particular group of people, which are difficult for other  

people to understand – often used to show disapproval:The instructions were full  

of technical jargon. | Lawyers love to use complicated legal jargon 
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work1 /wɜːk $ wɜːrk/ verb  1. to do a job or use effort to do 

somethingADVERBSwork hard We have all been working hard to finish the 
project.work part-time/full-time Some mothers choose to work part-time.work 
late (=carry on working one evening) He said he had to work late tonight.work 

tirelessly/ceaselessly (=hard, all the time) They have worked tirelessly to bring 
about peace in the region.work well with sb/together We work well together and 
are good friends too.work closely with sb/together I look forward to working closely 

with you on this task.work independently Students are encouraged to work 
independently.work effectively/efficiently If we work more efficiently, we can 
produce more. | They did not know how to work effectively in groups.work 

diligently (=hard and carefully) He worked diligently in the 
laboratory.PREPOSITIONSwork for sb/a company etc He works for an insurance 
company.work at/in a factory/office/hospital etc Dad worked at the local car 

factory.work as a nurse/journalist/teacher etc She worked as a nurse for six 
years.work in industry/education/publishing etc He had previously worked 
in publishing.work on sth The scientists are working on a possible cure for 

cancer.PHRASESwork from home Technology now allows many people to work 
from home.2. if a machine, medicine, method etc works, it does what it should or 

produces the result you wantADVERBSwork well The system works very well.work 
perfectly The car was working perfectly when I drove it this morning.work 
properly The doctors did some tests to find out if her kidneys were working 

properly.work smoothly (=without problems) The new software seems to be working 
smoothly.work efficiently If the heart is strong and working efficiently, oxygen will 
circulate all round the body.PREPOSITIONSsth works on sth (=used when saying that 

something is effective at dealing with a problem) The cleaning fluid works on most 
types of stains.sth works for sb (=used when saying that you find that a method is 
effective) Have you tried spraying a little oil on the lock? That usually works for 

me.PHRASESfind out if sth works The drugs are being tested, to find out if they work 
on a range of different patients.work like a dream (=very well) This strategy worked 

like a dream, and he started winning games.THESAURUS: work→ succeed 

work2 /wɜːk $ wɜːrk/ noun  1. what you do in order to earn 

moneyADJECTIVES/NOUNS + workpart-time work He does part-time work at the local 
library.temporary work Many students look for temporary work during the 

vacation.full-time work Are you available for full-time work?freelance work (=selling 
your work to different companies rather than being employed by one) She never took 
another permanent job, but supported herself with freelance 

work.secretarial/clerical/office work I have experience in secretarial 
work.manual/physical work (=work done with your hands or body) It was too hot in 
the afternoons to do manual work.skilled/unskilled work They could only find low-

paid unskilled work.paid work She hasn’t done any paid work since she had 
children.voluntary work BrE volunteer work AmE (=a job you are not paid for) I 
do voluntary work in a youth club.sb’s daily work (=the work someone does every 

day) When they finished their daily work they were too tired to do 
anything.dangerous/interesting/rewarding etc work It’s interesting work and I 

enjoy it.VERBSlook for work also seek work formal Young people come to 
town looking for work.find work It was difficult for them to find work.start 
work He started work as a trainee accountant.return to work/go back to work His 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [2427] 

doctor agreed he was fit enough to return to work.do ... work Women should be paid 

the same as men for doing the same work. | People who do hard physical work need to 
eat more. | I did some work from home this weekend.work + NOUNSwork clothes He 

had just got home and was still in his work clothes.a work environment It is 
important to have a pleasant work environment.PREPOSITIONSout of work (=without 
a job) He lost his job and was out of work for six months.in work (=with a job) There 

has been an increase in the incomes of those still in work.off work (=not working 
temporarily, usually because you are ill) He had an accident and has been off work for 
two weeks.PHRASESsb’s line of work (=type of work) I meet lots of interesting people 

in my line of work.sb’s place of work formal They lived very close to their place of 
work.2. activity that involves effortADJECTIVES/NOUNS + workhard work It’s been 
very hard work, but I’ve loved every moment of it.backbreaking work (=extremely 

tiring) Clearing the garden was slow, backbreaking work.heavy work (=hard physical 
work) The heavy work is done by the gardener.arduous work formal (=very hard) In 
those days coal mining was arduous work.light work (=work that is not physically 

hard) He had been ill, but she found him some light work to do.practical 
work Students have to do experiments and other practical work.domestic 
work (=cleaning the house, cooking etc) Women still do most of the domestic 

work.construction/building work They appointed a project manager to oversee 
the building work.agricultural/farm work His sons helped with the farm work.legal 
work (=work that needs to be done by a lawyer) He will handle all the legal 

work.VERBSdo work He was doing some work on his father’s car.carry out work (=do 
some work, especially work that has been planned) The work should be carried 
out without further delay.set to/get to/get down to work (=start work) They set to 

work cutting down trees and undergrowth.undertake work Do you have the necessary 
legal expertise to undertake this work?complete work Once the work is completed, 
the sports centre will be opened again.work starts/begins Work had 

already started on the bridge.work continues Work is continuing on three major 
building projects.PREPOSITIONSwork on sth Work on the project will begin 
soon.PHRASESa piece of work This study is a useful piece of work.hard at work The 

children were hard at work making Christmas decorations.Keep up the good 
work! (=used when telling someone they have done something well) Well done! Keep 
up the good work!3. something that is produced by a painter, writer, composer 

etcADJECTIVESa great work He regarded this book as his greatest work.a 
beautiful/astonishing/exceptional etc work The trophy is a beautiful work in solid 
silver.sb’s early/earlier work The exhibition includes some of the artist’s early work, 

which was done when he was student.sb’s late/later work I prefer her later work.a 
dramatic work (=a play) ‘Romeo and Juliet’ is one of Shakespeare’s best-
known dramatic works.an orchestral work He is most famous for his large orchestral 

works.a poetic work (=a poem) He was the author of a poetic work on the life of St 
Martin.VERBSproduce/create a work She has also produced works of non-
fiction.write/compose a work This piano work was written in memory of a childhood 

friend.perform a work The work was first performed in Paris.commission a 
work (=ask for it to be produced) Reed had commissioned works from several leading 

American painters.PREPOSITIONSa work by sb He believed the painting was an 
early work by Picasso.the works of sb Are you familiar with the works 
of Shakespeare?PHRASESa work of art She had a collection of paintings and 
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other works of art.4. the studies that have been done on a particular 

subjectTHESAURUS: work→ research1 

worker /ˈwɜːkə $ ˈwɜːrkər/ noun  1. someone who does a jobADJECTIVESa 

skilled worker There is a shortage of skilled workers such as electricians and 
plumbers.an unskilled worker Unskilled workers receive very low wages.a full-time 
worker The bureau has only two full-time workers.a part-time worker A high 

percentage of the female staff were part-time workers.a temporary worker Hospitals 
rely heavily on temporary workers.a low-paid worker Low-paid workers often have to 
take second jobs.a manual/blue-collar worker (=someone who does physical 

work) Manual workers often live close to their workplace.a white-collar 
worker (=someone who works in an office, a bank etc) In the past, white-collar 
workers worked for one company for a long time.NOUNS + workera 

factory/farm/office etc worker Factory workers threatened to go on strike.a rescue 
worker Rescue workers searched through the ruins looking for survivors.a research 
worker Research workers have tried for many years to find a cure for the disease.a 

health worker (=a nurse, doctor etc) The organization provides training for health 
workers in Africa.a migrant worker (=someone who comes from another country or 
region to work) The strawberries are picked by migrant workers.a public sector 

worker (=someone who works for an organization owned and run by the 
government) Nurses and other public sector workers will find out if their pay will be 
increased.a private sector worker (=someone who works for a private 

company) Two-thirds of private sector workers do not have a workplace 
pension.VERBSemploy workers The factory employs 1,000 workers.take on/recruit 
workers (=start employing them) We are not taking on any more workers.lay off 

workers also make workers redundant BrE (=stop employing 
them) 75 workers have been laid off.workers strike/go on 
strike Workers may strike for better pay and conditions.workers lose their 

jobs Many workers are worried about losing their jobs.THESAURUS: 

workeremployeesomeone who has a job, especially a permanent job, with a  

particular company or organization:Employees of the airline get generous reductions  

on the cost of flights.member of staff/staff memberone of the people who work for  

a company, organization, school etc – used especially in official contexts:Training  

opportunities are available to all members of staff. | Several staff members complained 

about his increasingly strange behaviour.colleague also co-worker especially  

AmEsomeone you work with – use this especially about people who do professional  

jobs in offices, schools etc:I’d like you to meet a colleague of mine, Jean-Michel  

Blanc. | What should you do if a co-worker is injured?workforceall the people that  

work in a country, industry, or large organization:Women make up 41% of the 

workforce (=41% are women).staffall the people who work in a company,  

organization, school etc:The staff were clearly worried about rumours of job  

losses. | The sales staff were very helpful.2. someone who works in a particular 

wayADJECTIVESa good/hard worker (=someone who works hard) She is a hard 
worker and should do well in her exams.a quick/fast worker If you’re a fast worker it 

will take less time to finish the task.a slow worker She’s such a slow worker it takes 
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her forever to get anything done.a productive worker (=who does a lot of useful 

work) They are keen to get rid of older and less productive workers. 

works /wɜːks $ wɜːrks/ noun  THESAURUS > factory 

world /wɜːld $ wɜːrld/ noun  1. the planet we live on, and all the people, cities 

and countries on itPHRASESthe best/tallest etc in the world We want to become 
the best team in the world.the world’s best/tallest etc It is the world’s largest car 
manufacturer.all over the world (=in every part of the world) The city attracts visitors 

from all over the world.the world over (=in every part of the world – more formal) He 
is known the world over for his poems.anywhere in the world This is the best food 
you will eat anywhere in the world.the rest of the world How will this affect Britain 

and the rest of the world?part of the world This part of the world was new to 
her.ADJECTIVESthe whole/entire world Today the whole world is threatened by 
pollution.VERBStravel the world He spent a few years travelling the world.see the 

world (=travel to different parts of the world) He quit his job to see the world.save 
the world (=help people in the world) She was a young idealist who wanted to save 
the world.lead the world (=be the most successful in the world) Britain leads the 

world in defence electronics.rule the world The Romans wanted to rule the 
world.world + NOUNSa world war (=involving many countries in all parts of the 
world) Humankind would not survive another world war.a world record He holds 

the world record for the 200 metres sprint.a world champion He returned from the 
tournament as world champion.the world championships She’ll be competing in this 
year’s world championships in Russia.the world economy The price of oil has a huge 

influence on the world economy.world markets (=financial markets) The prospect of a 
war in the region has made world markets very nervous.a world tour (=visiting or 
performing in all regions of the world) The band begins a world tour in 

April.PREPOSITIONSaround/across the world (=in many parts of the world) We deal 
with over 100 companies around the world.throughout the world (=in all parts of the 
world) The company has hotels throughout the world.2. society, or life in 

generalADJECTIVES/NOUNS + worldthe modern world also today’s world Electronic 
devices are a common feature of the modern world.the real world (=real life, not the 
ideal life that someone imagines) We want everything to be fair, but the real world is 

not like that.an ideal/perfect world In a perfect world, there would be no crime.the 
outside world (=society outside a particular place, group etc) She preferred life in a 

religious community to life in the outside world.a vanishing/disappearing 
world (=which may soon stop existing) These proud hard-working farmers belong to 
a vanishing world.PREPOSITIONSin a/the ... world He is the most respected 

critic in the art world.a world of... We live in a world of international air 
travel.PHRASESI don’t know/I wonder what the world is coming 
to disapproving (=used in comments about the bad aspects of modern life) When I see 

shows like this on TV, I wonder what the world is coming to.it’s a small world (=used 
when you unexpectedly meet someone, find out that two people know each other 
etc) It turns out my neighbour works with my friend’s husband – it’s a small world.the 

ways of the world (=the unpleasant realities of life) She was too experienced in the 
ways of the world to believe this story.3. a particular group of 
countriesADJECTIVES/NOUNS + worldthe Arab world The Arab world is in a period of 

great change.the Islamic/Muslim world These customs are practised throughout 
the Islamic world.the English-speaking/French-speaking etc world Her books are 
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widely read across the Spanish-speaking world.the developing world (=societies that 

are not modern or industrial) We must not think of the developing world as constantly 
needing our help.the industrialized/developed world Most of these problems are 

caused by the industrialized world.the Western world (=areas such as northern 
Europe and the United States, with modern societies) People here are suspicious of 

the Western world. The phrase the Third World is sometimes used about poor  

countries, but it is becoming old-fashioned and some people consider it to be  

offensive. It is better to say the developing world.  

worried /ˈwʌrid $ ˈwɜːrid/ adjective  unhappy because you keep thinking about a 

problem, or about something bad that might happenADVERBSvery/really worried She 
was really worried that she would fail her test.seriously/deeply worried Hazel was 

now seriously worried. Why hadn’t he come back?extremely/desperately worried All 
this time I was desperately worried about my family.increasingly worried (=more 
and more worried) The family became increasingly worried about her safety.a 

little/slightly worried also a bit worried BrE I was a little worried at first.not 
unduly worried (=not very worried) Jerry did not sound unduly worried at the 
prospect of going to jail.VERBSbe/feel worried I was so worried about 

you!get/become worried You should have called me. I was getting worried.look 
worried Her parents looked worried.PREPOSITIONSworried about sb/sth Many 
people said they were worried about the economy.NOUNSa worried 

expression/look/frown John came in with a worried look on his 
face.PHRASESworried sick (=extremely worried) Where have you been? We’ve 

been worried sick!THESAURUS: worriedanxiousworried because you think  

something bad might happen or has happened. Anxious is more formal than worried,  

and is often used about a general feeling of worry, when you are not sure what has  

happened:A lot of employees are anxious about their jobs. | There was an anxious  

look on his face. | Anxious relatives waited for news. | The children had been missing  

for over an hour and she was starting to get anxious.nervousworried or frightened 

about something you are going to do or experience, and unable to relax:Everyone feels  

nervous before an exam. | The thought of going into hospital was making me 

nervous. | She was nervous about going on stage for the first time.uneasya little  

worried because you feel there may be something wrong and you are not sure what is  

going to happen:When she still wasn’t home by midnight, I began to feel a little  

uneasy. | The total silence was making me feel uneasy.concernedworried, usually  

about a problem affecting someone else or affecting the country or the world:Many 

people are concerned about the current economic situation. | Police say that they 

are concerned for the safety of the missing girl.botheredworried by something that  

happens – often used in negative sentences:She didn’t seem particularly bothered 

by the news. | To be honest, I'm not that bothered about the exam.troubledvery  

worried, so that you think about something a lot:She fell into a troubled sleep. | There 

was a troubled expression on his mother's face and I knew that something was  
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wrong. | “Are you okay, Ben? You look troubled.”apprehensive especially writtena 

little worried about something you are going to do, or about the future, because you 

are not sure what it will be like:I felt a bit apprehensive about seeing him again after  

so long. | Workers are becoming apprehensive about the future.stressed (out)very  

worried and tired because of problems, too much work etc, and unable to relax or  

enjoy life:He’d been working ten hours a day for ages and was stressed out. | She was  

a stressed single mother with three kids to look after.  

worry1 /ˈwʌri $ ˈwɜːri/ verb  1. to be so anxious or unhappy about something 

that you think about it a lotADVERBSreally worry I really worry that I might lose my 
job.worry a lot They worry a lot about what will happen to their children.worry 

slightly I do worry slightly about his health.worry constantly We live in a world 
where people worry constantly about the future.worry 
needlessly/unnecessarily There is plenty of time left – I think you’re worrying 

needlessly.worry unduly (=too much) Don’t worry unduly about the 
cost.PREPOSITIONSworry about/over sth Most people worry about money from time 
to time.PHRASESDon’t worry! also not to worry! spoken “I forgot my umbrella!” 

“Don’t worry, we can use mine.” | “I failed the test again!” “Not to worry – I’m sure 
you’ll pass next time.”sth is nothing to worry about (=you should not worry about 

it) The doctor told him the marks on his skin are nothing to worry about.have enough 
to worry about (=used to say that someone does not want to hear about or do 
something) I’ve got enough to worry about without you telling me all your 

problems.worry yourself sick also worry yourself to death informal (=worry about 
something very much) Why didn’t you phone us? We’ve 
been worrying ourselves sick!2. to make someone so anxious or unhappy about 

something that they think about it a lotADVERBSreally worry sb What really 
worries me is the cost of going to university.worry sb a lot The poor state of her 
health worries me a lot.worry sb slightly The rising cost of the project 

does worry me slightly.PREPOSITIONSworry yourself about 
sth Don’t worry yourself about me – I can look after myself.worry sb with sth She 
didn’t want to worry her husband with these problems.PHRASESI don’t want to worry 

you, but... spoken (=used for introducing news that might be bad) I don’t want to 
worry, you but there’s black smoke coming from the back of your car.not let sth 
worry you You’re probably older than the other candidates, but I wouldn’t 

let that worry you. 

worry2 /ˈwʌri $ ˈwɜːri/ noun  1. a problem that you are anxious about or are not 

sure how to deal withADJECTIVESsb’s main/biggest worry My biggest worry is that I 

might forget my speech.a major/big/great/considerable worry Traffic congestion 
is a major worry in the area.a real worry It’s a real worry that my children are so far 
away.sb’s only worry My only worry is that I might not have enough money to finish 

the course.a constant worry For parents of teenagers, drugs are a constant worry.a 
nagging worry (=one that you keep worrying about) She had a little nagging 
worry that she was doing the wrong thing.an immediate worry The immediate 

worry is that there may be another explosion.a particular worry Safety is a particular 
worry when you are dealing with children.a worry is unfounded (=there is no reason 
to worry) Tests proved that worries about chemicals in the water supply 

were unfounded.financial/money worries The company has considerable financial 
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worries.VERBShave worries We have some worries about the cost of the building 

work.express/voice worries (=say that you are worried) Some politicians 
have expressed worries about sending more troops to the region.ease/alleviate 

worries formal (=make someone less worried) The report has helped 
to alleviate residents’ worries about air pollution.dismiss sb’s worries (=say that 
there are no problems and someone should not be worried) Local people are concerned 

about increased traffic but the council has dismissed their worries.forget your 
worries People regard their summer holiday as a chance 
to forget their worries.PREPOSITIONSworries about/over sth We still have some 

major worries about cost.a worry to sb Her children have never been a worry to her in 
any way.amid worries (=used for saying that something happens at a time when 
people are worried) The factory was closed amid worries about safety.PHRASESa 

source/cause of worry Her children were a constant source of worry.be sick/frantic 
with worry The girl’s mother was sick with worry over her missing daughter.no 
worries spoken especially BrE (=used like ‘okay’ for agreeing or accepting 

something) “Can you help me with this table?” ”Yeah, no worries.”THESAURUS: 

worryconcerna situation that makes you feel worried, especially a problem that  

affects a lot of people, but that may not affect you personally:One concern is the 

effects of these chemicals on the environment. | Our main concern is that the boys are 

well looked after while their parents are away.troublesproblems in your life that you 

are worried about:I don’t want to bore you with my troubles. | She has enough 

troubles of her own at the moment. | I hope all our troubles will be 

over soon.caresproblems or responsibilities in your life that make you worry:She was  

not ready for the cares and responsibilities of running a family. | A holiday would give 

them chance to forget about all their cares. | You can leave all your cares behind and 

enjoy yourself.hang-up informala feeling of worry or embarrassment about something  

personal, such as your appearance or relationships with other people:She has a hang-

up about her nose. | We all have our hang-ups.2. the feeling you have when you are 

worried about somethingPHRASESout of your mind with worry/frantic with 
worry/sick with worry (=extremely worried) His parents were frantic with 
worry. | I'm so glad to see you. I've been going out of my mind with 

worry.THESAURUS: worryanxietythe feeling of being worried because you think  

that something bad has happened or will happen, and you feel that you have no 

control over the situation:The thought of having to give a speech filled me with  

anxiety. | The increase in heating costs is causing a lot of anxiety among elderly  

people.concerna worried feeling – use this especially when many people are worried  

about a problem that affects everyone:The shortage of water is beginning to cause 

widespread concern (=among many people).stressthe feeling of being worried all the 

time, for example about work or personal problems, which can make you ill or very  

tired:Her financial problems were causing her a lot of stress.anguisha feeling of  

extreme mental suffering caused by worry:How could her parents survive the anguish  

of not knowing what had happened to her? | When she spoke, her voice was full of  



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [2433] 

anguish.angsta strong feeling of worry and anxiety because you are worried about  

your life, your future, or what you should do in a particular situation:The letter was full  

of teenage angst – would she ever be able to find another boyfriend? | There was  

much angst about the decision.  

worrying /ˈwʌri-ɪŋ $ ˈwɜː-/ adjective  making you feel 

worriedADVERBSvery/deeply/extremely worrying The news was deeply 
worrying.particularly/especially worrying The situation in rural areas is particularly 

worrying.NOUNSa worrying situation The company’s financial situation was 
very worrying.a worrying incident This sounds like a very worrying incident and we 
will be looking into it.a worrying development (=a new event that is worrying) The 

police say these attacks are a worrying development.a worrying trend The figures 
from the survey show an extremely worrying trend.a worrying sign The people who 
examined the bridge found worrying signs of structural damage.worrying news She 

had some worrying news about her mother’s health.the most worrying 
thing/aspect The most worrying thing is that she won’t eat.a worrying time When 
the baby was ill, it was a worrying time for the whole family. 

worse /wɜːs $ wɜːrs/ adjective  the comparative form of ‘bad’ or 

‘badly’ADVERBSmuch worse/far worse/a lot worse Conditions were much worse in 
rural areas.considerably/substantially worse formal The situation 

became considerably worse when he lost his job.infinitely worse (=very much 
worse) My exam results could have been infinitely worse.progressively/steadily 
worse The violence grew progressively worse.even worse My cooking’s even 

worse than yours.no worse also not any worse Doctors have said that she’s no 
worse this morning.slightly worse also a little worse She’s feeling slightly 
worse today.worse off (=in a worse situation as a result of something) When taxes go 

up, most people are worse off.VERBSget/become worse also grow worse formal The 
economic situation was getting worse.make sth worse Getting angry will 
just make the situation worse.PHRASESworse and worse The bullying got worse and 

worse.there’s nothing worse than... (=used for saying that you dislike something 
very much) There’s nothing worse than lending something and not getting it 
back.there are worse things (=used for saying that you have accepted a bad 

situation) Well, there are worse things than working in the evenings.be none the 
worse for sth (=to not have suffered much as a result of something) The dog spent 

the night outside but seemed none the worse for the experience.sth could be 
worse Cheer up – things could be worse.better or worse I wasn’t sure whether his 
behaviour was getting better or worse.make matters/things worse Then, to make 

matters worse, I couldn’t find the car keys.worse luck spoken (=used for saying that 
you are rather annoyed or disappointed) I’ll have to work this Sunday, worse 

luck.THESAURUS: worseinferiorof a lower standard or quality than something  

else, or less good than someone else:Their wines are of inferior quality. | This is  

an inferior product. | I always felt that I was somehow inferior to my elder  

sister. | Trying to do things on the cheap only results in an inferior  

service. | Photography was considered inferior to painting, which people regarded as  

art.not compare with sthused to emphasize that someone or something is not nearly  

as good, big, or nice as someone or something else:This recording just doesn’t  
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compare with his early recordings. | Our sales this year do not compare with last year’s  

outstanding results.not be in the same league as sb/sth informalused to emphasize  

that the standard of someone or something is not nearly as good as someone or  

something else:He’s pretty good, but he’s not in the same league as his  

brother.ANTONYMS → better 

worship /ˈwɜːʃɪp $ ˈwɜːr-/ noun  the activity of praying or singing in a religious 

building in order to show respect and love for GodADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ worshipreligious worship Do you regularly attend a mosque, synagogue, or other 
place of religious worship?public worship Music plays an important part in public 
worship.Christian/Islamic/Jewish etc worship These traditions are common 

in Christian worship.Sunday/Friday worship About 30 people attended Sunday 
worship.morning/evening worship The service of morning worship is designed for all 
the family.PHRASESa place of worship The temple is an ancient place of worship.an 

act of worship He knelt in an act of worship.freedom of worship (=the right to 
worship in your chosen religion) The law gave freedom of worship to people of all 
religions. 

worst adjective noun  the person, thing, or situation that is worse than all 

others GrammarAs a noun, worst is always used in the phrase the  

worst. PHRASESby far the worst/easily the worst/the absolute worst (=much 

worse than the others) He has made several films, but this one is by far the worst.the 

worst in the world/country The area has some of the worst unemployment in the 
country.the very worst (=the worst – used for emphasis) He always took the dog for 
a walk, except in the very worst weather.the worst (part) is over The worst is over, 

and the journey should be easier from now on.the worst (thing) that can happen I’ll 
give it a try – what’s the worst that can happen?at its worst (=when it is as bad as it 
can be) At its worst, family life can feel like being in a 

prison.VERBSassume/expect/fear the worst (=be worried something terrible has 
happened) When she didn’t come home that night, we feared the worst.prepare for 

the worst We prepared for the worst by drawing up emergency plans.avoid/escape 
the worst of sth I was fortunate to escape the worst of the rain.think/believe the 
worst of sb (=think someone is bad or does things for bad reasons) He’s very cynical, 

and always thinks the worst of everyone.bring out the worst in sb (=make someone 
behave very badly) Power brings out the worst in some people.ANTONYMS → best1 

worthless adjective  not worth any money, or not useful at 

allADVERBScompletely/absolutely/utterly worthless The coins are completely 
worthless.almost/virtually/practically worthless The shares have become virtually 

worthless.PREPOSITIONSworthless without sth Knowledge from books is worthless 
without practical experience.ANTONYMS → valuable 

worthwhile adjective  if something is worthwhile, it is important or useful, so 

that you get something good from itADVERBSsth is well worthwhile (=it is very 
worthwhile) It’s well worthwhile looking at their website.extremely worthwhile He 

found living abroad to be an extremely worthwhile experience.NOUNSa worthwhile 
job Teaching is a very worthwhile job.a worthwhile experience The project was 
a worthwhile experience for everybody who took part in it.a worthwhile 

exercise (=something that is useful and worth doing) I’m not sure if the training 
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course was a worthwhile exercise.a worthwhile contribution Extra lighting would 

make a worthwhile contribution to road safety.a worthwhile cause She wants to raise 
money for a worthwhile cause such as a cancer charity.a worthwhile investment The 

company has proved to be a worthwhile investment for its shareholders.VERBSfind sth 
worthwhile I found the course very worthwhile, and definitely learnt a 

lot.THESAURUS: worthwhile→ useful  

wound1 /wuːnd/ noun  an injury to your body, especially one that is made by a 

weapon such as a knife, bullet, or bombADJECTIVESa serious/severe/bad wound He 
was taken to hospital with serious head wounds.a deep wound Surgeons had to put 

three stitches in a deep wound in his shoulder.a minor/superficial wound (=not 
serious) His wounds, luckily, were minor.a fatal/mortal wound (=causing death) The 
second man’s knife inflicted the fatal wound.multiple wounds (=several different 

wounds) The man had multiple wounds to his head and body.an open wound (=one 
which exposes flesh under the skin) A player should not continue to play with an open 
wound.a gaping wound (=one that is wide and open) Blood spurted from his gaping 

wounds.NOUNS + wounda head/leg etc wound The victim died of chest wounds.a 
stab/knife wound He was taken to hospital and treated for stab wounds.a 
gunshot/bullet wound Deaths from gunshot wounds have risen sharply in the city.a 

war wound He walked with a limp, the result of an old war wound.a flesh 
wound (=one that does not injure bones or parts inside the body) It’s only a flesh 
wound and will heal in ten days or so.a shrapnel wound (=caused by a piece of metal 

from an exploding bomb or shell) Many of the soldiers had suffered shrapnel 
wounds.the entry/exit wound (=where a bullet enters or leaves someone’s 
body) Medical examiners have studied the exit wound in the victim’s 

back.VERBSsuffer/receive a wound The victim had suffered multiple wounds to his 
back and stomach.inflict a wound These fish 
can inflict serious wounds.dress/bandage a wound (=cover it with cloth) The 

nurse dressed my wounds.clean/bathe a wound He finished cleaning the wound and 
began bandaging the arm.a wound heals The wound is healing nicely.PREPOSITIONSa 

wound in sth There’s a deep wound in his leg.wounds to sth She has stab wounds 
to the arms and chest.PHRASEStreat sb for wounds Several people were treated 
for gunshot wounds. 

wound2 /waʊnd/ verb  to injure someone with a knife, gun, bomb 

etc GrammarUsually passive. ADVERBSbe badly/seriously/severely 

wounded also be gravely wounded formal Her husband was seriously wounded in 

the attack.be critically wounded (=be so badly wounded that you might die) Some of 
the victims are critically wounded.be fatally/mortally wounded (=so badly that you 
die) The president was fatally wounded by a gunman in the crowd.be slightly/lightly 

wounded Two people were shot and slightly wounded. You can also say that  

someone’s pride is wounded, when they feel upset, especially because they are  

unsuccessful: His pride was wounded when he was turned him down for the job.  

wrap /ræp/ verb  to put paper or cloth around somethingADVERBSwrap sth 

tightly/loosely Wrap the sandwiches tightly in plastic film.wrap sth loosely The scarf 

was loosely wrapped around her neck.be beautifully wrapped He gave her a 
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scarf, beautifully wrapped in pink tissue paper.be warmly wrapped He was warmly 

wrapped in a blanket.NOUNSwrap a present/gift She had already bought 
and wrapped all her Christmas presents.PREPOSITIONSwrap sth in sth Wrap each 

banana in aluminium foil and bake in the oven.wrap sth round/around 
sth She wrapped a towel around her dripping hair. 

wreck /rek/ noun  THESAURUS > accident 

wreckage /ˈrekɪdʒ/ noun  the parts of something such as a plane, ship, or 

building that are left after it has been destroyed in an accidentADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ wreckagethe burning/blazing/smoking wreckage He managed to crawl away 
from the burning wreckage.the mangled/tangled/twisted wreckage Recovery 

teams continue to clear the tangled wreckage.scattered wreckage The equipment 
was used to clear the scattered wreckage of the two trains.wreckage is 
strewn/spread (=it is all over the ground) The wreckage was strewn over a large 

area.aircraft/plane wreckage The major task is now to remove the aircraft 
wreckage from the accident site.VERBSpull/free sb from the wreckage The driver 
was pulled from the wreckage of his car.cut sb from the wreckage She had to be cut 

from the wreckage by firemen.be trapped in the wreckage He was trapped 
in the wreckage for almost seven hours.recover sth from the wreckage Two bodies 
were recovered from the wreckage.survey the wreckage (=look at it) After the 

explosion, they got cautiously to their feet, surveying the wreckage.examine the 
wreckage Forensic experts were yesterday examining the wreckage.sift through the 
wreckage (=carefully look through all the pieces) Crash investigators have been sifting 

through the wreckage of the plane.PREPOSITIONSthe wreckage of sth The wreckage 
of the ill-fated plane was spread over several fields.wreckage from sth The road was 
littered with wreckage from the crash.PHRASESa piece of wreckage The fishermen 

were left clinging to pieces of wreckage 

wrist /rɪst/ noun  the part of your body where your hand joins your 

armADJECTIVESa broken wrist He couldn’t play because of a broken wrist.thin 

wrists The gold bracelet hung loosely on her thin wrist.small wrists She had slim 
arms and small wrists.VERBSsprain your wrist (=injure it by suddenly twisting it) She 
fell over and sprained her wrist.injure your wrist He injured his wrist when he fell off 

his bicycle.break your wrist He broke his wrist playing rugby.hold/grasp/grip sb’s 
wrist also hold/grasp/grip sb by the wrist I held his wrist and pulled him up from 
the floor. | She grabbed the screaming child by the wrist.cut/slit/slash your 

wrists (=cut across the veins in your wrists) She tried to kill herself 
by slitting her wrists.PREPOSITIONSon sb’s wrist I wear my watch on my 
left wrist.wrist + NOUNSwrist action (=the way you move your wrist) The secret of 

hitting the ball in table tennis is in the wrist action.a wrist injury She suffered a wrist 
injury.a wrist watch I bought him a new wrist watch for his birthday.PHRASESa flick 
of the wrist (=a quick turning movement of the wrist) With a flick of the wrist he hit 

the ball back over the net. 

write /raɪt/ verb  1. to put words on paper or on a computer screenNOUNSwrite 

a letter/email/message/note Laura wrote a long letter to Ross, saying how much 

she loved him.write a word/phrase/sentence There have been thousands of words 
written on this subject.write your name/address/phone number Please write your 
full name and address.write a book/novel/story She is planning 

to write a book about her experiences in Washington.write a 
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play/poem Shakespeare wrote more than 30 plays.write a 

report/article/paper/essay I was interested in history, and enjoyed writing 
essays.write a list Write a list of the questions you want to ask.write a 

cheque BrE write a check AmE She wrote a cheque for £20 and handed it to 
him.ADVERBSwell/beautifully written The book is beautifully written and there are 
some memorable descriptions.badly/poorly/terribly written The menu was badly 

written, and full of obvious mistakes.carefully written The document was carefully 
written to avoid admitting any responsibility.write sth 
clearly/neatly He wrote his name clearly in big letters so that everyone could read 

it.PREPOSITIONS/ADVERBSwrite to sb You should write to the company and 
complain.write about sth She writes about the lives of ordinary people.write of 
sth formal (=mention that something exists) The ancient historians wrote of a lost 

continent called ‘Atlantis’.write of sb/sth (=describe them in a particular way) His 
commanding officer wrote of him: '“He was one of the finest characters I have ever 
met.”write sth in a book/letter etc “I have nothing but good wishes for your 

country,” Gandhi wrote in a letter to President Roosevelt.write sth in 
English/German etc The book was written in French and translated into English.write 
sth on sth She wrote her name on the form.write for a 

newspaper/magazine He writes for the Sunday Times.write sth down (=write it on 
paper so that you can remember it) The police officer wrote down my address in his 
notebook.write sth out She wrote out the names of all the wedding guests.write 

back I’m still waiting for them to write back. GrammarYou can write someone a  

letter, or write (a letter) to someone. In American English, you can also say write  

someone: He wrote me the following day. THESAURUS: writeputto write  

something in a particular place, or using particular words:I’ll put the date of the next  

meeting in my diary. | She wanted to tell him that she was sorry, but she wasn’t sure 

what to put. | After you have agreed a price, you should ask the company to put it in  

writing (=write what has been agreed, so that there is an official record).enterto write  

something on a computer:The first thing you need to do is enter your  

password. | Some of the information was incorrectly entered into the database. | The 

patients’ details are entered into a big database.type in/key into write something on 

a computer:After you have typed in a document, it is important to make sure that you 

have saved it. | The results of the research are keyed in, so that the data can be 

analysed. Type in, key in, or enter?These words basically mean the same. Enter is  

often used about passwords and instructions to the computer. Type in/key in can  

be used about names and numbers, or about longer pieces of text. Type in/key  

in has the feeling of using your fingers on a keyboard, whereas with enter the  

emphasis is on the computer receiving the information or instructions you have given  

it. takenotes | minutesto write notes while someone is speaking or while something  
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is happening, so that you can use them later:His lawyer was taking notes during the 

interview. | The secretary took the minutes of the meeting (=write down an official  

record of what is said). Instead of saying take notes, you can say make  

notes. signname | letter | card | form | agreement | contract | document | ch

equeto write your name at the end of something, especially to show that you wrote it  

or agree with it:Don’t forget to sign your name on the card. | The journal published 

a letter signed by 18 of the world’s top scientists. | The two leaders will meet to sign a  

peace agreement. | Read the contract carefully before 

you sign it. | He signed a cheque for £100,000.fill  

out/inform | application | questionnaireto write information on a form or other  

official document:You have to fill out a form to join the club. | I filled  

out an application for the job. | Students were asked to fill out a questionnaire about  

what they thought of the college 

food.transcribe formalwords | conversation | interview | notes | evidenceto  

write something exactly as it was said or written:She was not absolutely sure that she 

had transcribed his words with total  

accuracy. | The conversations were transcribed and used as  

evidence. | The interviews will be recorded so that they can be later transcribed. | He 

was busy transcribing his notes from the lecture.TO WRITE SOMETHING QUICKLY OR  

UNTIDILYjot downideas | thoughts | details | notes | list | figures | nameto write  

something quickly, especially so that you can remember it and use it later:I’ve already 

jotted down a few ideas for my speech. | I took out my notebook and jotted down the 

details. | She jotted down a list of things she wanted to buy. | He began to jot down 

the figures in two columns.scribblenote | name | number | address | wordto write  

something quickly and in an untidy way:His lawyer sat behind him scribbling  

notes. | He scribbled the name on his hand. | Mary hastily scribbled her telephone 

number on the back of an envelope. | She found a notepad and scribbled a few words  

in it.scrawlname | signature | word | note | graffitito write something in a  

careless untidy way, which is often difficult to read:Caroline scrawled her signature on 

the form. | Someone had scrawled graffiti all over the walls.dash 

offletter | note | book | storyto write something quickly, especially a letter or note  

to someone:He dashed off a quick letter saying that he would be pleased to accept the 

job. | Alvin dashed off a note to Edele Holtz about how wonderful the city was.2. to 

create a song or a piece of musicNOUNSwrite a song The song was written by Bob 
Dylan.write the music Paul McCartney wrote the music.write the 

words/lyrics (=the words of a song) Tim Rice wrote the lyrics for the musical 
‘Evita’.write the score/soundtrack (=the music for a film, musical, or 
show) Williams wrote the score for the film ‘Star 

Wars’. Write or compose?You write the words of a song, or you write a piece of  
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music: The song was written by John Lennon. He was asked to write some music for  

the film.You compose a piece of music, especially classical music: The symphony  

was composed by Beethoven. Mozart composed his first opera at the age of 12.  

writer /ˈraɪtə $ -ər/ noun  someone who writes books, stories, articles 

etcADJECTIVESa good/great/fine writer I think Margaret Atwood is a very good 

writer. | Shakespeare was the greatest writer who ever lived.a 
modern/contemporary writer He was one of Japan’s most original modern writers.a 
prolific writer (=someone who writes a lot of books, stories etc) P.G. Wodehouse was 

a prolific writer who wrote hundreds of books and short stories.a freelance 
writer (=who is paid to write articles etc for various employers) She now works as 
a freelance writer.NOUNS + writera fiction/science-fiction/mystery etc writer The 

movie is based on a story by the science-fiction writer Philip K. Dick.a 
travel/history/sports etc writer (=someone who writes articles and books about a 
subject) I like to read books by travel writers when I’m on holiday.PREPOSITIONSa 

writer on sth He was one of the finest writers on art of the 20th century.a writer of 

sth She is best known as a writer of short stories.THESAURUS: 

writerauthorsomeone who writes books, especially works of literature, or someone 

who wrote a particular book:Among the guests was the author Salman Rushdie. | The 

author will be signing copies of his book. | He was the author of ‘How to Win Friends  

and Influence People’.novelistsomeone who writes books about imaginary people or  

events:Charles Dickens was one of the greatest 19th-century novelists. | the romantic  

novelist Barbara Cartlandpoetsomeone who writes poems:a class studying the works  

of modern American poets | Seamus Heaney is one of our greatest living poets. | ‘No 

man is an island.’ These lines were written by the English poet John 

Donne.playwrightsomeone who writes plays:Shakespeare was the greatest playwright  

in the English language. | She was a friend of the playwright Harold  

Pinter.dramatistsomeone who writes plays – used especially in literary writing, about  

playwrights in the past:We studied the work of the great French dramatist,  

Molière.scriptwritersomeone who writes television shows or films:Three or four  

scriptwriters work on the show.bloggersomeone who regularly writes about a  

particular subject on their own website:He is a blogger who writes about the 

differences between American and British English.  

writing /ˈraɪtɪŋ/ noun  1. books, poems, articles etc, especially those by a 

particular writer or about a particular subjectADJECTIVES/NOUNS 

+ writingacademic/scholarly writing In academic writing, you should avoid 
contractions such as ‘don’t’ or ‘aren’t’.creative writing (=writing stories about 

imaginary people and events) He is currently teaching creative writing at the University 
of Michigan.descriptive writing (=in which you describe things or people) Students 
are asked to discuss a passage of descriptive writing.travel writing We publish the 

best travel writing from around the world.historical/sociological/scientific etc 
writing Historical writing today examines the lives of ordinary people, as well as the 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [2440] 

rich and powerful.writing + NOUNSwriting skills An English teacher tries to develop 

children’s writing skills.writing style Different newspapers tend to use different writing 
styles.a writing workshop She attended a writing workshop for aspiring poets.a 

writing career Her writing career spanned four decades.writing ability Unlike many 
sportsmen who produce an autobiography, he does have genuine writing 
ability.PREPOSITIONSwriting on/about sth The latest medical writing on the subject 

dismisses the use of drugs.PHRASESa piece of writing It’s a brilliant piece of 
writing.2. the style of the letters that someone writes with a pen or 
pencilADJECTIVESneat writing Unlike most children her age, she has very neat 

writing.untidy/messy writing He had written a quick note in his usual messy 
writing.joined-up writing BrE cursive writing AmE (=in which the letters are joined 
to each other) The children were practising joined-up writing.VERBSread sb’s 

writing It is sometimes difficult to read her writing.recognize the writing I 
didn’t recognize the writing on the envelope. 

written /ˈrɪtn/ adjective  written language is put on paper, computer screens 

etc, rather than being spokenNOUNSwritten language The written language is difficult 

for foreigners to learn.written English/Arabic/Japanese etc The spelling of ‘its’ is 
one of the most common problems in written English for native speakers.a written 

report/statement At the end of term, each student receives a written report about 
their work.written consent (=saying that you agree to allow something to 
happen) The doctor must obtain written consent from the patient.a written 

request They received a written request for more supplies of paper.the written 
word (=things that people write in books, newspapers etc, rather than things people 
say) He understood the power of the written word to change 
society.ANTONYMS → spoken 

wrong /rɒŋ $ rɒːŋ/ adjective  1. not correct, true, or 

acceptableADVERBScompletely/totally/quite wrong I may be completely wrong but 

I think she’s lying.hopelessly wrong (=completely wrong in a very surprising way) In 
most cases judges are right, but in a few they are hopelessly 
wrong.clearly/obviously/plainly wrong also demonstrably wrong formal The 

information they gave us was clearly wrong.morally wrong Is it morally wrong for a 
professor to date a student?factually wrong Some of the information in the book 
is factually wrong.fundamentally wrong The government’s approach to the problem 

is fundamentally wrong.intrinsically/inherently wrong (=wrong in its basic 
nature) There’s something intrinsically wrong with a world where children die of 
hunger.VERBSget sth wrong The person who wrote the article got their 

facts wrong.prove sb wrong People do not like to be proved 
wrong.look/seem/sound wrong Don’t hang the picture there – it looks wrong. | The 
first note you played sounded wrong.PREPOSITIONSwrong about sth/sb I was wrong 

about his name – it’s John, not Jim.wrong for sb A job that involves dealing with 
people would be completely wrong for her.PHRASESit is/would be wrong to... Do you 
think it would be wrong to offer him money? | It is wrong to judge people in the past by 

our modern standards.there is something/nothing wrong with... There’s nothing 
wrong with asking her to dance if you like her.what’s wrong with... I don’t 
understand what’s wrong with playing football in the garden.be on the wrong 

track (=have the wrong approach, so that you cannot achieve what you want) The 
detectives thought they had found the killer, but unfortunately they were on the wrong 
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track.THESAURUS: 

wrongincorrectinformation | advice | diagnosis | name | spellingsomething  

that is incorrect is wrong because someone has made a mistake. Incorrect is more 

formal than wrong:I’m afraid that the information they gave you was incorrect. | He 

admitted that his staff had made mistakes and given incorrect advice. | The doctor had 

made an incorrect diagnosis. | Many people still use the incorrect name. | I checked 

the document for any incorrect  

spellings.inaccurateinformation | figures | data | measurement | map | report | 

picture | claimsomething that is inaccurate is not exactly right and contains  

mistakes. Inaccurate is more formal than wrong:The report was based upon 

inaccurate information. | The official figures may well be inaccurate. | Equipment  

problems were considered to be the principal cause of inaccurate measurements. | The 

old maps were often inaccurate. | The film gives an inaccurate picture of historical  

events. | The authorities made inaccurate claims about the 

shooting.falseinformation | statement | claim | accusation | allegation | impres

sion | picture | idea | assumption | premisenot based on true facts:He was  

charged with giving false information to the police. | Many of the claims made in the 

book are completely false. | This accusation is totally false, Your Honour. | I hope I  

haven’t given you a false impression of what the job is like. | The whole argument is  

based on a false assumption. | The country was taken to war on a false premise (=a 

false reason for doing something). | Are the following statements true or  

false?untruenot based on true facts, especially because someone is lying or  

guessing. Untrue is much less common before a noun:I can’t believe he said that  

about me. It’s completely untrue! | Many of their allegations are 

untrue.misleadingimpression | picture | information | statistics | statement | cl

aim | advertisement | article | termmaking people believe something that is wrong,  

especially because someone or something does not give all the facts:Statistics can 

sometimes give you a misleading impression about a situation. | The report gives a  

misleading picture of the company’s financial health. | Companies can be punished if  

they give misleading information about their products. | These advertisements  

contained a number of misleading statements. | The advertisement is misleading  

because it makes it look like the service is completely free. | The article was very  

misleading and seemed to suggest that you could drink as much wine as you liked 

without any problem. | The term “light cigarettes” is  

misleading.misguidedattempt | belief | notion | decision | policy | strategywrong 

because of being based on bad judgment or a lack of understanding of a  

situation:Hundreds of people were put in jail in a misguided attempt to combat  

terrorism. | The professor has the misguided belief that science can solve all our  

problems. | These people have the misguided notion that what they are doing is the 
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best that can be done for their patients. | Looking back, we can see that this was a  

misguided decision. | The government’s policy on drugs seems totally  

misguided.mistakenbelief | impression | view | identitywrong – used about ideas  

and beliefs. Also used about a person being wrong:People are going out in the sun 

using creams, in the mistaken belief they are protected against strong sunlight. | They 

are under the mistaken impression that the yoghurt is calorie-free because it is low-

fat. | We don’t know why he was shot – it may have been a case of mistaken 

identity (=people thought that someone was another person). | She’s completely 

mistaken if she thinks that I don’t care about her. You’re mistaken sounds more  

polite and less direct than saying you’re wrong. ANTONYMS → right1 (1)2. not 

suitable for doing something GrammarIn this meaning, you usually say the  

wrong time/place etc. NOUNSthe wrong time/moment Have I called at the wrong 

moment?the wrong place Parking in the wrong place gets you a $120 fine.the wrong 

kind/sort of sth She is eating the wrong kind of food if she wants to lose weight.the 
wrong way/direction We wanted to go back into the town, but we set off in the 
wrong direction.ANTONYMS → right1 (2)3. used to describe a situation where there are 

problemsADVERBSvery wrong When she smelled the gas in the house she knew 
something was very wrong.terribly/dreadfully/horribly wrong Harry felt sure that 
something was terribly wrong.seriously wrong Doctors didn’t think there was 

anything seriously wrong with him.drastically wrong (=involving a very serious 
problem) They knew something was drastically wrong in their marriage.dangerously 
wrong We identified something dangerously wrong with the design.VERBSgo 

wrong From that moment on, everything went horribly wrong for the 
team.PREPOSITIONSwrong with sb/sth I don’t know what’s wrong with the 

car.PHRASESthere is something/nothing wrong There’s something wrong with this 
yogurt – it smells funny.something/nothing/anything (is) wrong It was several 
days before they even noticed anything was wrong.find 

something/nothing/anything wrong She always finds something wrong with my 
suggestions. | The doctor couldn’t find anything wrong with me.what’s wrong? You 

look upset – what’s wrong? You can also say that there is something the matter  

(with sb/sth), especially when you do not know what is wrong: He looks worried – I  

think there is something the matter. You can also say what’s the matter: I don’t  

know what’s the matter with this machine. It won’t print my documents. You seem  

very unhappy – what’s the matter?  

Letter X 

X-ray /ˈeks reɪ/ noun  a beam of radiation that can go through solid objects and 

is used for photographing the inside of the bodyVERBShave an X-ray also go for an X-
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ray When I injured my hand, I had to have an X-ray.send sb for an X-ray The 

doctor sent him for an X-ray to see if his thumb was broken.take an X-ray also do an 
X-ray BrE They took an X-ray of his chest.an X-ray shows sth The X-ray showed that 

she had broken a bone in her leg.NOUNS + X-raya chest/leg/foot etc X-ray He went 
to the hospital for a chest X-ray.X-ray + NOUNSX-ray machine/X-ray equipment At 
the airport they put your bags through an X-ray machine. | The hospital needs new X-

ray equipment.the X-ray department/unit He was taken to the X-ray department for 
a scan. 

Letter Y 

yard /jɑːd $ jɑːrd/ noun  1. AmE the area around a house, usually covered with 

grassADJECTIVESa back yard/backyard He’s watering the plants in the back yard.a 

front yard She went into the front yard to cut the grass. It is more common to  

write backyard as one word. PREPOSITIONSin the yard The children are playing in 

the yard.yard + NOUNSa yard sale (=a sale of used clothes and things from someone’s 
house which takes place in their yard) You could have a yard sale to raise some 

money. In British English, people say garden: The kids are out in the garden. 2. an 

enclosed area next to a building or group of buildings, used for a special purpose, 
activity, or businessNOUNS + yarda school yard/schoolyard The children are playing 

games in the school yard.a prison yard They are allowed out into the prison yard for 
an hour a day.a timber yard (=where wood for building or making things is stored or 
sold) He’s gone to the timber yard to get some wood for a bookshelf.a builder’s 

yard (=where materials for building are stored or sold) You can get the bricks from 
your local builder’s yard.a goods/freight yard (=where goods can be loaded onto or 

unloaded from trains) We watched the trains entering and leaving the goods yard. It is  

more common to write schoolyard as one word.  

yawn /jɔːn $ jɒːn/ noun  an act of yawningADJECTIVESa big/huge yawn With 

a huge yawn, she slowly got out of her chair.a noisy/loud yawn A loud yawn was 
heard from the back of the room.VERBSgive a yawn She gave a yawn and said: “It’s 
time for bed.”stifle a yawn (=stop yourself from yawning) He stifled a yawn and 

looked at his watch.hide a yawn Sue put her hand over her mouth to try 
to hide a yawn. 

year /jɪə, jɜː $ jɪr/ noun  1. a period of 365 or 366 days divided into 12 months, 

beginning on January 1st and ending on December 31stADJECTIVESthis/next/last 

year She will be eight this year. | I might go to law school next year. | Last year we 
spent a lot on the house.every year We go to France every year.the current year The 
budget for the current year is 3 million euros.the coming year (=the year that is 

about to start) Here are some events to look out for in the coming year.the past 
year Over the past year everyone has worked extremely hard.the previous year They 

had married the previous year.the following year The following year he was made 
captain of the team.the new year (=used to talk about the beginning of the next 
year) The report is due at the beginning of the new year.the school/academic 
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year (=the period of the year during which there are school or university classes) In 

British schools, the academic year starts in September.the financial/fiscal 
year (=the 12-month period over which a company’s accounts are calculated) We 

submit our accounts at the end of the financial year.a leap year (=a year that has 366 
days, which happens every four years) 2020 is a leap year.VERBSa year passes 
(by)/goes by A year had passed since he first suggested the idea.spend a 

year I spent two years working in Iran.sth takes a year It took several years before 
the feeling in his hand returned.last a year The course lasts for three 
years.PREPOSITIONSin/during/over the year In the past year, 16 people have been 

killed.in the year 1846/1900 etc Joe was born in the year 2000.for a year/three 
years etc I went to live in France for a year.PHRASESthe beginning/start of the 
year They moved here at the beginning of last year.the end of the year Work should 

finish around the end of the year.all year round (=at all times during the year) The 
campsite is open all year round.(at) this time of year (=used especially when talking 
about the season) There are a lot of bees around at this time of year.2. a particular 

period of time in someone’s life or in history GrammarAlways plural in this  

meaning. ADJECTIVESearly years Little is known about his early years. | David 

remembers the early years of television.later/latter years In his later years, Einstein 
became involved in politics.the last/final/closing years of sth She was very ill 
during the last years of her life.the intervening years (=between two periods or 

events) Little seems to have changed in the intervening years.sb’s teenage 
years Her teenage years were very unhappy.sb’s formative years (=when someone’s 
character develops) The writer spent his formative years in Ireland.NOUNS + yearsb’s 

childhood years This is the home in which she spent her childhood years.the war 
years Orwell worked for the BBC during the war years.the boom years (=when an 
economy or industry is very successful) In the boom years, thousands of new homes 

were built.sb’s retirement years He enjoyed his retirement years in Wales.the 
Bush/Blair etc years (=when Bush, Blair etc was leader) Britain changed a lot 
during the Thatcher years.PHRASESin recent years The number of cases has risen 

dramatically in recent years.in later years In later years he regretted their 
argument.in years gone by (=in the past) The old fort defended the island in years 
gone by.Don’t say in ancient years. Say in ancient times or long ago.PREPOSITIONSthe 

years of sth He lived in Hungary during the years of Communism.sb’s years in 
sth He has written a book about his years in prison.sb’s years as sth In all her years 
as a doctor, she had never seen anything like this.during the years I first met 

Max during the early years of the war. 

yellow /ˈjeləʊ $ -loʊ/ adjective, noun  the colour of butter or the middle of an 

eggTYPES OF YELLOWpale/light/soft yellow She wore a pale yellow dress.dark/deep 

yellow This plant has deep yellow flowers.bright/brilliant yellow He wanted to paint 
his bedroom bright yellow.golden yellow The wine is a golden yellow color.lemon 
yellow (=light yellow) A school of lemon yellow fish swam past.canary yellow (=a 

light bright yellow) He wore canary yellow pyjamas.primrose yellow (=pale 
yellow) She pulled back the primrose yellow curtains.chrome yellow (=a very bright 
yellow colour, used by artists) She chose a tube of chrome yellow paint.creamy 

yellow (=a pale yellow-white colour) the elegant creamy yellow drawing 
roomPREPOSITIONSin yellow (=in yellow clothes) I just don’t look good in 



 
 

Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus                [2445] 

yellow.PHRASESa shade of yellow I like that shade of yellow.yellow with age (=used 

to describe paper or old white paint) The map was yellow with age. 

yield noun  THESAURUS > amount 

young /jʌŋ/ adjective  a young person or animal has not lived for very 

longNOUNSyoung people Some young people leave school without any qualifications.a 
young child/girl/boy The programme is not suitable for young children.a young 

man/woman/lady She was a young woman of about 25 years old.a young adult The 
disease is common in children and young adults.a young daughter/son Tom is 
married, and has a young daughter.a young couple Outside the church was a young 

couple who had just got married.a young family (=parents with young children) A lot 
of young families live in this street.a young wife/mother Mike has a beautiful young 
wife.the younger generation (=young people in general) It is natural for the younger 

generation to want to do things differently.a young offender (=young person who has 
committed a crime) This part of the prison is for young offenders.a young 
player/artist/writer etc He is a very talented young player.VERBSlook young Bill’s 

wife looked younger than he did.feel young I’m 50 but I feel a lot younger.die 
young He died young in a road accident.marry young Edith married young, and had 
two children before she was 20.stay young (=feel or look younger than you 

are) Looking after her grandchildren helps her stay young.ADVERBStoo 
young You’re too young to get married.relatively young He is only 47, which is 
a relatively young age for a president.PHRASESthe young (=young people as a 

group) Unemployment is one of several problems facing the young.in sb’s younger 
days (=when someone was younger) John was a great footballer in his younger 
days.young at heart (=old but thinking and behaving as if you are young – used to 

show you approve) For anyone who is young or young at heart, the nightlife in the town 
is great.young for your age (=looking younger than you really are) He has 

always looked young for his age.THESAURUS: 

youngsmall/littlechild | boy | girl | kidused about very young children:They have 

two small children. | Two small boys were running up the road. | The little girl asked 

me a question. | We used to go camping a lot when 

the kids were little. Small or little?Small sounds more neutral. You often  

use little when expressing your feelings about the child: He’s a  

sweet little boy. You’re a  

naughty little girl! teenageboy | girl | child | daughter | son | mother | pregnan

cy | yearsbetween the ages of 13 and 19:Two teenage boys were playing computer  

games in the bedroom. | The magazine is intended for teenage girls. | He lives with his  

wife and two teenage children. | My teenage daughter really likes their music. | They 

have a teenage son. | 60,000 babies were born to teenage mothers in England and 

Wales that year. | He spent his teenage years in Australia. Teenage is only used  

before a noun. adolescent especially  

writtengirl | boy | child | male | female | son | daughter | yearsat the age when 
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you change from being a child into an adult – used especially when talking about the 

problems that young people have at this age:Sudden mood changes are common 

in adolescent girls. | I spent another day arguing with my adolescent son. | During  

the adolescent years, many changes happen to your  

body.juvenile formalcrime | delinquent | delinquency | violence | offender | cou

rtrelating to young people who commit crime:There has been an increase in juvenile  

crime. | People disagree on how to punish juvenile delinquents (=young people who 

commit crimes). | In the 1950s, comic books were blamed for juvenile  

delinquency (=criminal behaviour by young people). Juvenile is only used before a  

noun in this meaning. youthful especially  

writtenface | appearance | looks | enthusiasm | optimism | energy | exuberanc

eseeming young, or typical of someone who is young – often used when talking about  

someone who is no longer young:Despite his youthful appearance, the actor is actually  

in his late 40s. | He wanted to keep his youthful looks. | When he started his job, he 

was filled with youthful enthusiasm. | Her youthful optimism had all  

gone.juniorchampion | championship | leagueconnected with sports played by 

young people rather than adults:He was the British junior tennis champion. | The team 

plays in the junior league. Junior is only used before a noun. ANTONYMS → old (1) 

youth /juːθ/ noun (plural youths /juːðz $ juːðz, juːθs/)  the time when someone 

is young, especially when he or she is a teenagerVERBSspend your youth The 

singer spent his youth in India.relive/recapture your youth (=do things you did 
when young, in order to try to experience youth again) The band’s fans are clearly 
trying to relive their youth. | The sports car is an attempt to recapture his youth.waste 

your youth I wasted my youth studying for exams.PHRASESin sb’s youth (=when 
someone was young) She had been a great beauty in her youth.a misspent 
youth often humorous (=spent doing things that were bad or not useful) He is trying to 

make up for his misspent youth.your lost youth (=the time long ago when you were 
young) He wept for his lost youth.the days/dreams/friends etc of sb’s youth She 
has never forgotten the dreams of her youth. 

youthful /ˈjuːθfəl/ adjective  THESAURUS > young 

Letter Z 

zeal /ziːl/ noun  great eagerness to do somethingADJECTIVESgreat zeal She 

performed her duties with great zeal.excessive zeal (=too much) The police were 
accused of controlling the protesters with excessive zeal.missionary/religious 

zeal (=great eagerness because you strongly believe that something is right) He tried 
with missionary zeal to convince her to become a vegetarian. | He brought an 
almost religious zeal to his work.revolutionary/reforming zeal (=eagerness to make 

big changes) She was known for her revolutionary zeal in wanting to improve the lives 
of the poor.PREPOSITIONSwith zeal He approached the task with zeal.a zeal for 
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sth She has shown considerable zeal for getting things done efficiently.PHRASESin sb’s 

zeal to do sth In his zeal to get the job finished quickly, he can be a bit careless. 

zealous /ˈzeləs/ adjective  THESAURUS > enthusiastic 

zero /ˈzɪərəʊ $ ˈziːroʊ/ number (plural zeros or zeroes)  the number 0. Also 

used when saying there is nothing at all: a temperature of zero degrees A million is 
written as one followed by six zeros. Our chances of success are virtually 

zero.THESAURUS: zeronil BrEzero – used especially in the results of sports  

games, or when saying that someone’s chances of doing something are nil:United won 

the game three-nil. | In rural areas, employment opportunities are almost  

nil.nought BrE spokenzero – used in calculations and figures:It has increased 

by nought point seven five per cent (=0.75%).Oused to say the number 0 like the 

letter O:The code for Oxford is 0 one eight six five (=01865).  

zip especially BrE /zɪp/ zipper especially AmE noun  two lines of small metal or 

plastic pieces that slide together to fasten a piece of clothingVERBSdo up a 
zip/zipper (=close it) It was cold so she did up the zip on her jacket.undo a 
zip/zipper (=open it) She undid the zipper on her purse.pull a zip/zipper 

up/down He pulled up the zip on the tent door and crawled inside.break a 
zip/zipper I think I’ve broken the zip on my bag.sth gets caught in a zip/zipper His 

tie got caught in the zip of his trousers.a zip/zipper gets stuck The tent zipper got 
stuck and we couldn’t close it.ADJECTIVESa zip/zipper is undone (=it has been left 
open) He felt embarrassed when he discovered that his trouser zip was undone.a 

broken zip/zipper I got 20% off the skirt because it had a broken zip. 

zone /zəʊn $ zoʊn/ noun  a large area that is different from other areas around it 

in some wayADJECTIVES/NOUNS + zonea war zone Hundreds more troops have arrived 
in the war zone.a danger zone Civilians were told to leave the danger zone.an 

earthquake zone (=where earthquakes are likely to happen) It’s not advisable to 
build nuclear reactors in an earthquake zone.a disaster zone The flooding was so bad 
that the city was declared a disaster zone.an economic zone (=an area with special 

trade or tax conditions) The area has been made a special economic zone.an 
enterprise zone (=where business activity is encouraged by the government) Most of 
the companies in the enterprise zone are small businesses.a time zone (=which has a 

different time from the rest of the world) Los Angeles is in a different time zone from 
New York.a 20 miles/80 kilometres etc per hour zone (=where vehicles’ speed is 

limited) He was doing 42 miles per hour in a 30 miles per hour zone.a no-parking 
zone You can’t leave your car here – it’s a no-parking zone.a pedestrian zone (=only 
for people walking, not cars) The main part of the city centre is a pedestrian zone.a 

smoke-free/nuclear-free etc zone (=where smoking, nuclear weapons etc are not 
allowed) The office is a smoke-free zone.a demilitarized zone (=where soldiers and 
military activities are not allowed) The demilitarized zone between North and South 

Korea was created after the Korean War.the euro zone (=the countries where the 
euro is used as the official money) The country wanted to leave the euro zone.a no-fly 
zone (=an area that aircraft are not allowed to fly in) Planes violating the no-fly 

zone would be shot down.VERBSenter a zone Only a few journalists have been able to 
enter the disaster zone.leave a zone Staff were advised to leave the danger zone.set 
up/establish/create a zone The government intends to set up an enterprise zone in 
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the region.declare/designate sth a zone (=officially make it a zone) The college 

was declared a no-smoking zone.divide sth into zones The vast exhibition is divided 

into zones.PREPOSITIONSin a zone It was like being in a war zone.THESAURUS: 

zone→ area (1)  


